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Fire bar, A new electric, 764 

Fuse-switch, A ** midget,” 509 

*" Heatrae ” boiling ring, 612 

House-lighting set, A new, 341 

Keeping wires straight when being 
pulled into conduits, 408 

Kinema lighting set, 189 

Lanterns, Longitudinal lighting, 476 

Latch, A keyless electro- mechanical, 
62 


“ Lightning “ cooking oven, 258 

Martin's. feedwater oil gauge, 257 

“ Mechanical fuse," A, 107 

Mercury circuit breaker, 74 

Mercury cut-out, A new, 189 . 

Motor, A new repulsion | induction, 
775 

“ Nilfisk ” suction cleaner, 478 

Oil burner for steam boilers, 611 

Oil engine, Cold. starting, 31 

Opal glass gasfilled lamp, 75 

Outlet “ device, A new, 290 

Pendulum control, The * Reflex, 
735 

Philips night lamps, 764 . 

Polishing and bufling machines, New, 
440 


'" Powerlight "set, The, 330 

Press, An inclinable power, 330 EN 

Printing press controle A new, 775 

“ Priory ’ ceiling fitting, 834 

Radbore drill head, 139 

Rivet heater, A suspended, 330 

Safety cage. Half-watt," 62 

Sand-mixing machine, 3] 

Screw gauge, The Wickman, 74 

Shadow less lighting, 611 

Silent Alamo" lighting set, The, 
544 i 250 

Single- Ole s itters, 22 

Slide M E d: 676 

Stage lighting, A new method of, 
834 


Stator construction, A new, 407 

Stream-line fan, The Blackman, 330 

“ Subter " bell and relay, 62 

Switch, Corrosion-proof, 735 

Switch plates, New, 341 

Switch plug, A new, 342 

Tandem resistance, A new, 107 

Tea table, A bedside, 735 

“ Tricity ” oven, A new, 257 

Trolley runner, A new, 291 . 

5 Trump " electric soldering iron, 159 

Vacuum cleaner, An *'' all-British, 
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Ir is with no feeling of regret that we write the epitaph 
of 1920. Its immediate predecessor was bad enough, 
and twelve months ago we were looking forward hope- 
fully to a new epoch—to the reaping of the harvest of 


. peace and prosperity for which the seed had been sown 


in sorrow and adversity. But our fond hopes were 
doomed to disappointment. Then we said: ‘‘ Nationali- 
sation demands, incessant agitations for higher wages 
and shorter hours, efforts to secure ‘ control,’ the railway 
sirike and struggle with the community, the continued 
increase in the cost of living, the serious developments 
in rates of exchange, the ever-growing burden of 
national finance—these are some of the leading ques- 
tions of the year." Substituting ‘‘ mining ” for “ rail- 
way," precisely the same paragraph would equally hold 
good for 1920. Plus ça change, plus c'est la méme 
chose. The turnover from war work to peaceful pro- 
duction completed, we looked for a vast output and 
universal progress towards renewed prosperity, fore- 
telling for the electrical industries * a boom . . . if 
the menace of industrial unrest and financial stress do 
not assume serious shape." Unfortunately, that essen- 
tial condition was not fulfilled; unrest there has been 
in plenty, and the crushing burden of the: excess profits 
duty, income tax, and other imposts has bled industry 
white, while the exchanges impose an immense handicap 
upon our foreign trade. Thanks to the high cost of 
labour, resulting also in high cost of materials, and the 
uncertainty as to the future, not only of wages but 
also of output, British manufacturers could not quote 
either fixed prices or definite dates for delivery, and 
here again they were at a heavy disadvantage in com- 
petition with other countries. And now, to crown the 
tale of woe, à wave of unemployment has swept over 
the land, necessitating further expenditure on unpro- 
ductive works in order to stave off starvation and dis- 
order. 

But are we Britishers downhearted? Surely not! 
The darkest hour comes before the dawn, and we are 
confident that we are not mistaken in our interpretation 
of various signs, individually of small moment, but in 
the aggregate of great import, that the worst has been 
passed and things are on the mend. The cost of com- 
modities is decreasing; according to the Times of 
January Ist, the total fall in wholesale prices was 11 per 
cent. in November and 6.7 per cent. in December. The 
average level of food values declined 7.5 per cent. in 
November and 4.8 per cent. in December, and as there 
has been a steady fall since April, prices are down 
almost to the level of December, 1918. The reduction 
in the index number during the year was 19 per cent., 


mainly due to a fall of 32 per cent. in the prices of raw 


materials, the index numbers being for December 31st, 
1919, 296.9, and for the end of 1920, 240.3 (at Decem- 
ber 31st, 1913. 100). In July last the highest point was 
reached (305.3). Further reductions are imminent, 
and though 1t takes some time for them to reach the: 
retail consumer, it is unquestionable that food and 
clothing in particular are materially cheaper than thev 
have been. Copper. lead, and spelter are almost down 
to the pre-war level, and rubber is far below it; coal 
and coke, unfortunatelv, remain at a high price. 
Turning to taxation, it cannot be doubted that the 
earnest protests and appeals of manufacturers against 
the excess profits duty, and the disappointing results 
obtained from it, will secure its withdrawal in the 
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coming Budget; purely a war-time tax, it has not 
merely proved unsuitable to the conditions obtaining 
since the war, it has produced a disastrous effect upon 
industry. At any time it affords a direct incentive to 
extravagance, for a manufacturer is prone to regard 
an extra outlay of £100 as only £40 out of his own 
pocket and £60 out of the Exchequer; we do not com- 
mend this attitude of mind—we merely record the fact 
that in many quarters it undoubtedly exists. But 
apart altogether from this feature, the duty has pressed 
with crushing weight upon the patriotic firms who 
recognise the necessity of taxation, but are faced with 
the facts that their working capital nowadays must be 
trebled in comparison with pre-war requirements, that 
new capital is almost unobtainable, and that they inust 
provide the money out of revenue. The situation is 
an impossible one, and clearly E.P.D. must go, if our 
industries are to survive the strain. 

With regard to labour, again the prospects are 
brighter than they were a year ago. There is now mani- 
fest a marked disinclination on the part of the trade 
unions to resort to the strike weapon, and a disposition 
to discuss the situation with the employers. Obviously, 
in the face of growing unemployment and vanishing 
profits, to strike for higher wages would be the height 
of folly. Every encouragement should be given to the 
tendency towards friendly discussion across the table, 
and the fullest information should be furnished to the 
accredited representatives of the workers; nothing 
more effectively nourishes suspicion and dissatisfaction 
than undue reticence on the part of the employers, who 
are so commonly believed to be amassing wealth at the 
expense of the workers. Experience on the Whitley 
Councils has abundantly proved that frank and open 
conversation softens asperities, smooths away misun- 
derstandings,-and enables both parties to acquire that 
confidence in and respect for each other as men, which 
goes so far towards the maintenance of cordial rela- 
tions. Lack of mutual trust is perhaps the greatest of 
all hindrances to hearty collaboration. 

That the restriction of output has played a great part 
in the development of the present situation cannot be 
seriously disputed. Although far-seeing Labour leaders 
have pointed out that increased production is the key to 
the problems of industry, the workers have not followed 
their lead—fearing that the result would be unemploy- 
ment.  Well—they have tried their own way, and 
they have found that it leads directly to the danger 
that they sought to avoid; will they not now be willing 
t make trial of the other path? Surely it is a matter 
of plain common-sense. When one finds oneself in a 
fog walking towards the brink of a precipice, one natur- 
ally turns round and -hastens in the opposite direction. 
Unfortunately, it 1s much easier to go downhill than 
uphill; a year ago we were on the crest of the hill, in 
sight of a world crying out for supplies of manufactured 
goods; we no longer have that fair prospect before our 
gaze—the world, appalled at the prices of commodities, 
has closed its purse. It will be a hard struggle to regain 
our commanding position—but the world’s demand, 
though now restrained, remains unsatisfied. Immense 
developments await the restoration of normal condi- 
tions, and it should be our earnest endeavour to turn 
out the maximum quantity of goods at the lowest pos- 
sible prices. That is what the Germans are doing 
already. Let us beware lest, beaten in war, they defeat 
us In the arts of peace. 

What is needed to remedy the avilé under which we 
labour is a change of spirit. We hear much about 
rights.“ but little about '' duties." As in wartime, 
so now in peacetime, the spirit of self-sacrifice is the 
key to the welfare of the nation. So long as each strives 
for his own advancement regardless of the happiness of 
others, so long shall we flounder in the depths of depres- 
sion. Let us rather all strive after mutual understand- 
ing. good-fellowship, and cheerfulness, and let each“ do 
his bit ’’ to make the world a better place for his fellows 
to live in. By so doing all will benefit, and the dawn 
of a new era will shine forth. 


WE notice that this much-discussed 
Wages Agree- agreement has drawn down upon it a 
ment, Greater veritable broadside of criticism from 


London the Financial Times. The article is 
Industrial headed ‘‘ Tyranny of Labour" and 
Council. New Stranglehold on Industry.“ We 


can hardly agree to the first of these 
titles, since, after all, the agreement is a joint one of 
both sides of the Greater London (No. 10) Industrial 
Council, and the sub-heading also is perhaps. somewhat 
too emphatic, however much the agreement may tie up 
the undertakings! "The essence of the agreement is that 
an increase of wages shall take place with every complete 
ten points rise over the 150 per cent. cost of living, and 
that this shall be taken off with the fall of the ten points. 
The agreement is supposed to bind all the undertakings 
in the Greater London area. It is, of course, a serious 
conipact to enter into, but on the other hand, any alter- 
native is also serious, even that of maintaining the 
status «quo. 

There is one point in the Financial Times criticism 
which certainly merits serious consideration, namely, 
the suggestion that big London undertakings will still 
be as vulnerable as ever to a strike. The agreement 
states in the preamble that its one purpose is ''that 
the supply of electricity may be carried on continuously 
without interruption." But there is nothing in the 
agreement which gives any guarantee whatever. The 
Financial Times, in fact, thinks that the danger is 
increased, since if one or two small undertakings in the 
London area do not put it into operation, the trade 
unions give no guarantee that they will not call a strike 
on the big undertakings in order to coerce the recalci- 
trant ones, and, of course, no one can shut his eyes to 
the possibility of London being used as a lever on other 
occasions. This being so, would it not be possible for 
the National Council, when the agreement comes before 
it for final approval, to agree to some sort of clause 
which shall provide a safeguard to those London under- 
takings which faithfully carry out the provisions? 
Otherwise, if no such safeguard is embodied in the 
agreement, it is difficult to see how the agreement by 
itself will prevent strikes in London. 

So far as the other District Industrial Councils are 
concerned, their view seems to be that the agree- 
ment should not be ratified by the National Council 
until they have had an opportunity of considering it, 
since if a similar agreement were presented to the Dis- 
trict Councils they would feel their case prejudiced if 
the trade unions brought it forward with the claim 
that such agreement had already been approved by the 
National Council. It is indeed difficult to see how the 
approval of the National Council to the London agree- 
ment could be so given as not to constitute an approval 
covering the principle as well as the detail and in- 
dividual application. and if the National Council ap- 
proved the principle, the District Councils would 
seem to have no option but to accept. We understand, 
however, that the air will be somewhat cleared belore 
the National Council has to give its verdict, since in the 
interim the employers' sides of the various District Coun- 
cils will have an opportunity of considering the matter 
iu conference, and submitting a consensus of opinion 
to the National Council. 


Wirz regard to the thirteen elec- 
tricity distriets which have been provi- 
sionally delimited, the schemes for most 
of these are not due for consideration for at least a few 
months. When these schemes are forthcoming, it will 
be interesting to see whether all of them include the 
formation of a Joint Electricity Authoritv. It will be 
remembered that under the Electricity (Supply) Act, 
1919, any schemes can be brought forward which pur- 
port to improve the organisation of the supply of 
electricity in any district." These schemes may or may 
not, under Section 6 of the Act. provide for the estab- 
lishment of a Joint Electricity Authority. An article 
on this subject appeared in a recent issue of the 


Joint Electricity 
Authorities. 
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Times Engineering Supplement, in which the pros and 
cons with regard to the formation of such authorities 
were weighed. Under Section 6, of course, the Joint 
Authority may exercise all or any of the powers of 
the authorised undertakers within the electricity dis- 
trict,“ and it may also have transferred to it ‘‘ the 
whole or any part of the undertakings of any of those 
undertakers.” A good many arguments were advanced 
in the article mentioned against the formation of such 
fully operative Joint Authorities. 

We may suggest that there is a middle course 
by which, although a scheme might be carried on 
jointly by certain undertakers in the area, perhaps 
merely one or two, a Joint Authority might still be 
formed as a regulating and supervising board which 
would be representative of the various interests enume- 
rated in Section 6, but which would have only adiminis- 
trative functions, that 1s, it would not become the trad- 
ing body. This would seem to be a likely solution in 
some areas. In the Electricity (Supply) (No. 2) Bill, 
Section 11 provides that where a generating station or 
main transmission line becomes transferred to or is 
acquired by a Joint Authority, the said authority may 
(subject to the approval of the Electricity Commissioners) 
delegate to the former owner the working and mainten- 
ance thereof on behalf of the authority, by mutual agree- 
ment; and Section 12 enables the authority to delegate 
the whole of its powers and duties as regards the genera- 
tion and supply of electricity to any authorised under- 
takers, subject to a special order being obtained. The 
great difficulty of discussing the question broadly 
is that every district is in a different position, 
and what may suit one district ma$ not be at all 
applicable to another. The wisdom of the Act in leaving 
open the exact system of reorganisation in each district 
to be settled for each district separately will gradually 
be more and more fully appreciated. Indeed, the chief 
requirement in settling what has to be done in each dis- 
trict is that there should be no fixed theoretical model 
which each is supposed to follow. Each district is, as 
it were, in a different state of evolutionary development. 
They are like humanity in being of all sizes and con- 
ditions. and hence requiring. not a ready-made Govern- 
ment suit, but something cut to measure. 


— en 


In days gone by we have often had 


More occasion to deal with the question of 
Municipal municipal trading. The Legislature, 
Trading. for good or ill, has frequently autho- 


rised this form of enterprise, but it is 
interesting to notice that the Courts are not inclined to 
allow local authorities to exceed their statutory powers. 
The recent case of .f'torney-General v. Fulham Corpora- 
tion, reported in The Temes of December 3rd and 4th, 
is a useful illustration. It seems that the Fulham 
Borough Council, having power to establish baths and 
wash-houses and to afford facilities by which persons 
might, in wash-houses, do their own washing, sought to 
extend the sphere of operations. 

On the recommendation of the Establishinent Com- 
mittee, the Council inaugurated a scheme by which the 
washing was to be done by servants of the Council itself. 
The Attorney-General, at the instance of a ratepayer, 
brought an action to restrain it from exercising these 
extended powers. Mr. Justice Sargant, in giving judg- 
ment against the Corporation, pointed out that in con- 
sidering what the powers of a Corporation were, it was 
necessary to remember what Lord Selborne had said as 
to the doctrine of ultra vires (that is to say, the doctrine 
according to which a Corporation must not exceed the 
powers conferred upon it bv statute) in Ashbury Rail- 
way Co. v. Riche (L.R. 7 H.L. 653). His Lordship had 
said: ‘‘ this doctrine ought to be reasonably and not 
unreasonably understood or applied. and that whatever 
may fairly be regarded as incidental to. or consequent 
upon those things which the Legislature has authorised, 
ought not (unless expressly prohibited) to be held by 


judicial construction to be u/tra vires." Applying that 
doctrine, he could not hold that power to provide wash- 
ing apparatus for the ratepayers could be held to confer 
power to wash clothes for others. It may be useful for 
those who are concerned with the supply of electricity 
to have this case in inind, having regard to the attempts 
which are sometimes made by local authorities to exer- 
cise powers for which there is no sanction. It should 
be mentioned that it was long since decided (viz., in the 
case of the, Attorney-General v. Corporation of Leicester, 
1910, 2 Ch. 359) that in the absence of statutory autho- 
rity municipal electricity supply undertakers could not 
provide lamps, fittings, motors, or apparatus other than 
meters which were provided for by various clauses in the 
schedule to the Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899. 
Such statutory authority was given in the Act of 1919, 
Section 23, which enables all municipal supply autho- 
rities to provide, let for hire, connect, repair, maintain, 
wid remove all kinds of electrical apparatus, but expli- 
citly forbids them to manufacture or sell the same 
(unless expressly authorised to do so ” by their special 
Acts or orders). 


— 


Tue recent case in which Mr. Justice 
Astbury granted an injunction to re- 
strain a firm of builders from causing 
a nuisance by noise draws attention to 
the fact that all who carry on their business in a residen- 
tial district are bound to have regard to the nerves 
of their neighbours. ‘To this rule those who supply 
electricity are no exception. 

Time was when our columns frequently contained 
the reports of cases in which electricity supply autho- 
rities were made defendants to actions for nuisance. It 
would seem, however, that people's nerves are not quite 
so susceptible to this kind of disturbance in these later 
days, for such actions are seldom heard of at the present 
time. [improvements in machinery have undoubtedly 
contributed to this result. The production of unneces- 
šary noise means a futile waste of energy, and im- 
provements have taken place in this direction. Again, 
the gradual suppression of small generating stations 
has led to a diminution in the number of houses which 
are within reach of noise or vibration. There is prob- 
ably a disposition on the part of the public.to regard 
any nuisance which does arise in the course of generating 
electricity as a necessary evil. It is also a well-recog- 
nised fact that long habit will accustom a man to any 
form of noise. We recall the case of a Welsh doctor 
whose quarters were situated close to a colliery engine 
house. Year in, year out, a great ventilating engine 
was at work, and the exhaust pipe made a roaring 
sound at regular intervals outside his bedroom window. 
He grew quite used to it. On one occasion he woke up 
suddenly in the night thinking it was a night call, only 
to find that the cause of his awakening was a sudden 
cessation of the familiar sound. 

While actions for nuisance have become more rare of 
late, the possibility of trouble and litigation on this 
ground cannot be altogether removed from the purview 
of the station engineer. In this connection it is well 
to mention that bv S. 81 of the Schedule to the Electric 
Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899, it is provided that: 
‘Nothing in the special order shall exonerate the 
undertakers from any indictment, action, or other pro- 
ceedings for nuisance in the event of any nuisance being 
caused or permitted bv them."' 

Bv virtue of this section undertakers are liable to 
an injunction and damages if they cause a nuisance, 
whether by noise or vibration, in working their generat- 
ing station or by the escape of electricity from their 
mains, or by smoke, water, coal dust, &c., quite apart 
from negligence, and it is no defence to an action for 
the company to prove that the person complaining took 
up his residence in the district long after the works were 
established, and in such circumstances that he must 
have known of the existence and probable continuance 
of the nuisance. 


The Law of 
Nuisance. 
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THE 


ELECTRICITY DISTRICTS. 


Ix their endeavours to reorganise the supply of electricity, 
the Electricity Commissioners have up to the present pro- 
visionally delimited 18 separate electricity districte for the 
purposes of Sec. 5 of the Electricity (Supply) Act, 1919, 
and a number of local inquiries are to be held from this 
month onwards with a view to permanently determining the 


accompanying map. Any interested body or person may 
attend the inquiries, either in person, or by his agent, legal 
or other representative, and for information regarding the 
jurisdiction of the Electricity Commissioners, p. 739 of our 
December 10th, and p. 646 of our May 21st, issues may 
be consulted. The districte are enumerated below in the 
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MAP OF ELECTRICITY DISTRICTS PROVISIONALLY DELIMITED BY THE END OF 1920. 


area to be included in each district. At the inquiries con- 
sideration will also be given to the schemes which have 
been submitted for effecting improvements in the existing 
organisations, for the supply of electricity in, and for the 
formation of Joint Electricity Authorities to control, the 
various districts, the location of which is indicated on the 


order in which they were provisionally determined by the 
Electricity Commissioners. 

l. The West of England, or Lower Severn, Electricity 
District (pp. 624 and 646 of our May 14th and 21st 
issues) was not only the first one to be provisionally 
specified, but also promises to be the first to be permanently 


— 


e — - 


- —— „ — —ͤ—ĩj —2— o - t - - * = * 


vol. 88, No. 2,250, Jana 7, 1991.) THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 5 


defined. A local inquiry for that purpose will take place 
on January 11th and subsequent days, and a draft proposal 
for the formation of a Joint Authority is to be put 
forward by the Bristol City and other interested authorities. 
Incidentally, the Severn Barrage, which the Ministry of 
Transport has proposed to build to enable tidal energy to 
be utilised to generate electricity (pp. 705 and 713 of our 
December 8rd, and p. 762 of our December 10th issues), if 
it is ever realised, will be situated in this district. 

The outstanding electricity supply undertaking in this 


large district is that owned by the Bristol Corporation, . 


having a plant capacity of over 24,000 kW. Hereford is 
worthy of notice both on account of its interesting rural 
supply network, and of being second in size with a capacity 
of 4,610 kW. Next comes the Cheltenham undertaking, 
which is followed by Swindon and Gloucester City. The 
City of Bath apparently does not wish to commit itself in 
the formation of a Joint Authority. Another station is 
situated at Weston-super-Mare. In addition there is a 
number of small stations generally supplying d.c. scattered 
over the area. As it is proposed that the voting power of 
the various members forming the Joint Authority shall be 
proportional to the number of unite sold per annum, it will 
be recognised that the Bristol undertaking will be the 
dominating one in this area. | 

2. The Mid-Lancashire Electricity District (see p. 720 of 
our June 4th, and p. 764 of our June 11th, 1920, issues), 
in contrast to the above-mentioned one, is a thickly 
populated industrial area, though not so large as the Bristol 
area. Blackburn and Preston form practically the centre 
of the district. The former undertaking has a capacity of 
8,000 kW ; the common periodicity of 50 is shared with 
Preston, which has a capacity of 3,190 kW, and is the 
only important company-owned concern in the area. 


Burnley has a 5,250-kW capacity, and a considerable 
traction load, while the well-known summer resort, 
Blackpool, has 6,950 kW of plant. In July last the 


foundation stone of the new Whitebirk station at Blackburn 
was laid, and it was proposed to build a second station on 
the River Ribble at Preston, where a dam was to be con- 
structed. The demand for electricity is increasing so 
rapidly, owing to the electrification of mills, factories, &c., 
that most of the additional output that will be available, 
when the various extensions that are in hand are completed, 
has already been allocated. | | 

3. In the West Riding (Aire and Calder) Electricity 
District (see p. 815 of our June 25th issue), including, as 
it does, one of our principal manufacturing districts, it is 
easential that the best use should be made of the available 
supply. A large number of power stations are situated 
in this area; the Yorkshire Electric Power Co. has two 
stations, one at Dewsbury and the other at Barnsley, and 
supplies a large number of local authorities, collieries, 
factories, &c., in addition to bulk supplies to other 
authorities. Amongst the municipal undertakings in the 
area are those at Leeds, Bradford, Halifax, Huddersfield, 
Wakefield, &c. 

4. The South- East Lancashire Electricity District 
(p. 815 of our June 25th issue) includes some very 
important municipal undertakings, such as those at 
Manchester and Salford, between which there is a 
33,000-V underground interconnecting line (see p. 355 
of our March 19th issue) Manchester's application for 
permission to construct a new station at Barton, to have a 
possible ultimate capacity of 150,000 kW, has been 
sanctioned. A number of county boroughs have their own 
electricity supply undertakings, while several urban districts 
are served by the Stalybridge, Hyde, Mossley and Dukinfield 
Tramways and Electricity Board, and others by the Lanca- 
shire Electric Power Co. One or two authorities have 
obtained Provisional Orders enabling them to supply elec- 
tricity in certain areas, which powers have, however, not as 
yet been exercised. 

5. The London and Home Counties Electricity District 
(see p. 106 of our July 23rd, 1920, issue), demands careful 
consideration not only by reason of its inclusion of the 
whole of the Metropolis and ‘Greater London,” but also 
because of the large number of electricity supply under- 
takings involved. A tentative proposal for the formation 
of a Joint Authority for the district has been put forward 


by the London County Council (see our issues of October 
15th, p. 481; November 12th, p. 610; December 3rd, 
p. 706, and 10th, p. 744), and the inquiry which will be 
held in connection with this area should be the most 
interesting of all. The conditions obtaining in London 
differ widely from those in any other electricity district, and 
the various interests involved will need very careful con- 
sideration if a scheme is to be evolved which will be 
satisfactory to all concerned. 

6. The Mersey and West Lancashire Electricity District 
(see our issue of July 23rd, p. 106) includes about half-a- 
dozen large electricity generating stations, in addition to a 
number of smaller ones, The Liverpool undertaking is 
probably the most important one, and a scheme for the 
formation of a Joint Authority has been submitted 
to the Electricity Comr:nissioners. A rival scheme has 
also been pub forward, by which it js proposed to split up 
the area and to form a separate area to be termed the 
Wirral Electricity District, which will include the south- — 
western portion only of the district that has been pro- 
visionally determined by the Commissioners (see p. 11 of 
this issue) All the schemes for the constitution 
of Joint Authorities that have so far been submitted are 
in the main similar, differing only in minor points. 

F. The North Wales and Chester Electricity District (p. 107, 
July 23rd) includes only one county borough, namely, that 
of Chester, which is of interest on account of its hydro- 
electric plant with & capacity of 2,170 kW, which was 
inaugurated in 1913. A scheme for the constitution of a 
Joint Authority to control the district has been prepared 
by the Corporation and the North Wales Power and Traction 
Co., but not yet published. There are several small electricity 
supply undertakings situated within the area, which also 
possesses in the aggregate considerable potential water 
power ; several parts of the district are, nevertheless, not 
well off as far as public supplies of electricity are concerned, 
indeed several districts have no supplies whatever. 

8. The North-West Midlands. Electricity District (p. 370 
of our September 17th issue) is of interest, inasmuch as the 
Shropshire, Worcestershire and Staffordshire Electric Power 
Co. has power to supply a large part of the area, although 
its power stations are located at Dudley, Smethwick and 
Kidderminster, which towns are just outside the scheduled 
district. It is unnecessary to emphasise the importance of 
this area, including as it does mines, potteries, ironworks, 
and other great industries; it will suffice to record that 
several important municipal undertakings are situated 
within the district, namely, those at Wolverhampton, 
Walsall, West, Bromwich, Stafford, and Stoke-on-Trent. 

9. The North-East Midlands Electricity District (p. 434 
of our October lst issue) needs no introduction, being 
already world-famed for its steel production, cutlery and 
allied trades. During the war period the increase in the 
demand for electricity in the area was phenomenal, and 
electric furnaces were adopted freely in the manufacture of 
munitions of war. The two outstanding electricity supply 
undertakings in the district are those at Sheffield and 
Rotherham, the former with a capacity of 64,700 kW, and 
the latter with 70,500 kW. Rotherham recently inaugurated 
a new generating station, being the first *'super-station " 
to be placed in commission in this country, in which the 
largest turbo-generator set yet used in this country is 
installed— namely, a 30,000-kW machine. There are several 
other stations in the area, but mention need only be made of 
those at Chesterfield, Mexborough, and Doncaster; it also 
includes the well-known health resort of Buxton. 

10. The South-West Midlands Electricity District (p. 434 
of our October Ist issue) includes in its southern portion 
the celebrated fruit orchards of Pershore and Evesham, 
while the beautiful Malvern Hills and the health resorts of 
Droitwich and Worcester are too well known to escupe 
notice. From a technical point of view, however, the 
centre of interest will undoubtedly be Birmingham, in the 
north-east portion of the area. The municipal undertaking 
has a capacity of 67,666 kW, and those who know the city 
and its adjacent area will appreciate the existing and 
potential demand for electricity in the neighbourhood. As 


- mentioned above, the border line of this area just takes in 


the three stations owned by the Shropshire, Worcestershire, 
and Staffordshire Electric Power Co. 
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11. In the South Wales Electricity District (p. 591 of 
our November 5th issue) a commencement has just been 
made towards the formation of a Joint Authority (p. 809, 
December 24th issue). The districtis an important coal- 
producing centre, and the Ebbw Vale Iron and Coal Co., 
with its extensive undertakings, will probably exercise 
substantial influence on the formation of a Joint Authority. 
Of the electricity supply undertakings affected, the South 
Wales Electrical Power Distribution Co. deserves notice, 
not only because it is probably the largest, but also because it 
operates a considerable mileage of both underground and 
overhead transmission lines. Of the municipal under- 
takings involved, those at Cardiff, Newport (Mon.), and 
Swansea may be noted, and there is, in addition, quite a 
number of other stations, some of which are privately 
owned, such as that belonging to the Ebbw Vale Co., 
which is of considerable size, and numerous smaller ones. 

12. The East Mhilands Electricity District (p. 591, 
November 5th) is of interest in view of the recent inquiry 
into the application of the Nottingham Corporation for 
permission to erect a large new generating station (p. 155, 
July 80th, and p. 401, September 24th). It will be 
remembered that the Electricity Commissioners decided 
in favour of the municipal proposition and against the 


opposition scheme which was put forward by the Derby- 
shire and Nottinghamshire Electric Power Co. At Derby 
and Leicester are located two other large stations, while, in 
addition to the above-mentioned company, the Leicester- 
shire and Warwickshire Electric Power Co. has power to 
supply portions of the area under consideration ; its stations 
are, however, outside the boundary of the district. 

13. The North Lancashire and South Cumberland Elec- 
tricity District (p. 721, December 8rd) neither includes a 
large area nor many large public generating stations ; by 
far the largest is Barrow-in-Furness, round which town 
is grouped the chief industrial area of the district. The 
only other undertakings of any importance are those at 
Lancaster and Morecambe. The picturesque lake districts 
of Ulverston, Windermere, Ambleside, and Grasmere are in 
this district. 

In conclusion, it may be pointed out that an interesting 
discovery has been ‘made as a result of outlining the pro- 
visional boundaries of the separate districts on a single 
map. It will be seen that District 1 includes the Rural 
District and City of Hereford, but, curiously enough, the 
other part of the County of Hereford which is bounded by 
Districts 1, 10 and 11 is in none of them, and appears to 
have been left out in the cold. 


GEARING CONSTANTS OF ELECTRICITY METERS. 


By G. W. STUBBINGS. 


THE operation of testing an electricity meter by a revolution 
or speed test consists in determining the relation between 
the angular speed of the rotor and the load passing through 
the meter, and comparing the constant representing this 
relation of proportionality with the “ testing constant as 
furnished by the makers of the meter. It is at once 
apparent that these two constants are quite different in 
physical significance, the one determined by the revolution 
test is a characteristic of the meter, and although a constant, 
or approximately so, with regard to the particular test, this 
characteristic is liable to change over long intervals of 
time. The constant furnished by the makers, however, is a 
property of the gearing of the meter counter, and the 
operation of calibrating the meter is either to modify the 
characteristic of the meter to suit the gearing constant, or 
alternatively to alter the gearing constant to suit the meter 
cnaracteristic. 

Although the testing constant of a meter is always 
furnished by the makers, it is often advisable to check the 
information so given by an examination of the gearing. 
Although this would not seem a very difficult matter, there 
are many to whom it would give considerable trouble, and 
the general problem is not made easier by the fact that 
the testing constant is given by various makers in several 
different forms. The following examples, in which the 
numerical connection between the values of the wheel trains 
and meter constants of various types is worked out in detail, 
it is hoped may be of use to meter repairers and testers, to 
whom these matters have not been any too clear. 

The fundamental constant of an electricity meter is the 
number of revolutions executed by the rotor during the 

e of one unit. If the meter is to register correctly, 
it is obvious that this number must be identical with the 
number of revolutions of the rotor required for one revolu- 
tion of the P- unit spindle of the counter. ‘The gearing 
ratio between the rotor and the h- unit spindle must, there- 
fore, be equal to the number of revolutions per unit as 
determined by the speed test. It is to be observed that 
the quantity “ revolutions per unit has a different signifi- 
cance with a watt-hour meter from what it has with an 
ampere-hour meter calibrated to register units. In the 
case of a watt-hour meter, this constant is the number of 
revolutions of the rotor corresponding to the actual 
passage of one unit. In the case of the ampere-hour meter 
the constant is the number of revolutions corresponding to 
& quantity Q such that 1,000 Q V = 1 where v is the rated 
Voltage of the meter. Since ithe ampere-hours correspond- 


ing to one unit are 1/1,000 v, the “ revolutions per unit 
constant, and therefore the gearing constant, will vary 
according to the rated voltage of the meter. 

If the testing constant of the meter is given in the 
* revolutions per unit form, this constant can at once be 
checked by calculating the gearing constant, it being 
remembered that the velocity ratio of toothed gearing is 
inversely proportional to the respective numbers of teeth in 
the wheels engaging, and that the ratio of a worm-and-worm- 
wheel pair is the reciprocal of the number of teeth in the 
worm wheel for a single worm. 

Although the “revolutions per unit" constant is really 
the fundamental one, it is not the one best adapted for 
testing purposes. A very usual constant for ampere-hour 
meters is the ampere seconds per revolution ratio. Revolu- 
tions per unit is related to ampere-seconds per revolution 
in a very simple way— 

Since units = amps. x secs. X V/3,600,000, 
K = revs./units = revs. X 8,600,000/amps. x secs. X V, 
and amps. X secs./revs. = 9,600,000/K X v. 

To illustrate this the case of the counter train of a 
Chamberlain & Hookham meter may be considered. An 
eight-tooth pinion on the rotor spindle gears with a variable 
change wheel of N teeth. A double worm on the change 
wheel spindle gears into an 80-tooth worm wheel ; an eight- 
tooth pinion on this last spindle gearing into an 80-tooth 
wheel on the po- unit spindle. 

The gearing constant is then (N 8) x (80/2) x (80/8) = 
50 N = K, and this is the number of revolutions of the 
rotor per unit for correct registration. 

From the above equation— 

amp. x secs./revs. = 3,600,000/K x v 
— 8,600,000/50 x N X v, 
giving tlie relation between the constant and the number of 
teeth in the variable change wheel for any voltage. If, 
for instance, V = 230 and N = 72, the constant is found 
to be 1,000/v, or 4°35. 

In the above case it is clear that for any constant the 
product N x v is constant, and that to adjust the meter to 
read correctly on a voltage different from that for which 
it is rated, a new wheel must be fitted according to the 
condition x’ = N v/v’, an increase in voltage requiring a 
smaller wheel. This, of course, only applies when the 
variable wheel is & driven wheel; had it been a driving 
wheel, x would have been proportional to the voltage—a 
single worm, for instance, being required in the above 
train for 115 volts, since the worm is a driving element, 
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- As a further example, the train of a Ferranti d.c. meter 


may be worked out. In a meter of this type a single worm 


on the rotor spindle engages with a 50-tooth worm wheel ; 
on the worm wheel spindle is a variable pinion of N, teeth 
engaging with a variable change wheel of N, teeth; on the 
last spindle ia a 10-tooth pinion engaging with a 100-tooth 
wheel on the Po- unit spindle. 

K = (50/1) x Qus) x (100/10) = 500 N,/N,, 
and amp. X secs./revs. = 8,600,000 x N,/v x 500 x N,; 
taking v = 230, the variable pinion with 50 teeth, and the 
change wheel with 72 teeth, then the 

constant = 3,600,000 x 50/280 x 500 x 72 = 21˙8. 

The calculation iof constants of other forms is easily 
carried out by a preliminary determination of the gearing 
constant K. Thus— 

watt-hours/revs. = 1,000 x units/revs. = 1,000/K. 

Again, K = 8,600,000 x revs./(watts x secs.) = (revs. x 

60 / secs.) x (600,000/watte) 
= r.p.m. at full load x 600, O00 /full-load watts. 

.". r.p.m. at full load = K x full-load watts /s O0, O00. 

Calculations regarding trains for prepayment meters are 
not very difficult, and may perhaps be touched upon. In 
such a mechanism, a definite fraction, say, 1/n of a revolu- 
tion of the wheel of the epicylic gear actuated by the meter 
negatives the forward motion given by the epicylic wheel 
by one coin. If the ratio of the gearing between the last 
. wheel in the prepayment train and the j-unit spindle 
be m, then 

1 unit gives M revs. of the last wheel. 

l unit requires M X 7 coins. 

If each coin is a pence, and p is the price per unit, 

1 unit requires M X n X a = p, 
this being equivalent to the self-evident fact that the 
revolutions of the p- unit spindle required to negative the 
action of one coin is equal to the ratio, unite per coin. 

To illustrate the above, the example of the prepayment 
train of a Vulcan meter may be considered. The value of 
the train between the escapement and the epicycles was— 

(15/90) x (38/80) x (30/90) x (45/90) = w[86 x 80, 

N being the number of teeth in the pence change wheel. 

The wheel of the counter train actuating the escapement 
made 90 revolutions per unit, and this wheel made one 
revolution for each revolution of the “ scape wheel of the 
prepayment train.” ; 

e total value of the train was therefore— 
M = 90 N[36 x 80. 
The meter was constructed for pennies, and the last wheel 
of the train made è revolution per coin. 
p-Man-(90N|[86 x 80 x 1x 8 
p= N[4 
4p=N, 
the number of t»eth in the variable pinion being equal to 
the price per unit in farthings. 


THE PRODUCTION OF CONTINUOUS 
OSCILLATIONS IN CIRCUITS WHICH CONTAIN 
CAPACITIES OF HIGH VALUE. 


Bv JOHN SCOTT-TAGGART. 


IT is frequently desirable to produce a source of oscillating 
current which may be adjusted between wide ranges of 
frequency by the simple continuous action of a variable con- 
denser. The most usual circuit for the production of 
continuous oscillations with & three-electrode vacuum valve 
involves the use of a retroactor coil which operates only 
over a certain range of wave-lengths. This range may be 
considerably increased by winding the retroactor coil with 
resistance wire, but even so it is not possible to cover the 
wide ranges to be achieved with the circuits about to be 
described. Apart from the question of the retroactor, if we 
tuned our oscillatory circuit with a condenser we would 
find that, when the capacity of the condenser was above a 
certain value, the vacuum valve would cease to oscillate. 


The circuits shown in fig. 1 and fig. 2 may be used for 
the ion of oscillations of practically all frequencies. 
For example, with a variable condenser having ebonite 
dielectric and a fixed inductance of small value, a range of 
from 100 metres to 30,000 metres was obtained solely by 
adjusting the capacity of the circuit. Both circuits involve 
amplification of the timing potentials on the grid, which 
liberate energy in the anode circuit of the valve acting as a 
generator. en the capacity of the shunt condenser is 
large, the potentials across the oscillatory circuit are small, 
and if communicated in correct phase to the grid would be 
too weak to produce self-oscillation, These potentials are, 


Fic. 1. 


therefore, firs& amplified by one or more three-electrode 
valves until they are strong enough to maintain the 
oscillations. 

In fig. 1 the oscillatory circuit is shown as L, 0, included 
in the anode circuit of vi, the battery H supplying the anode 
current. Any momentary oscillation in L, c, is induced into 
L, 8 coil of high resistance. The potentials across L, are 
communicated to the grid a, of v, and amplified in the 
anode circuit As R, H F, of the second valve v, This anode 
circuit contains a resistance R, having a value of about 
70,000 ohms (which will be of the same order as the resist- 
ance of the filament-to-anode path of v,). Magnified high- 


Fia. 2. 


frequency potentials will be produced across R. The 
valve v, consequently acta practically as an aperiodic 
amplifier of all frequencies. The potentials across R, are 
now passed to the grid G, of v,, and, if the coil L, be 
connected the right way round, will maintain the oscilla- 
tions in the circuit L, C. The condenser o, is merely used 
to prevent the high potential of the anode battery H from 
influencing the grid d. The leak R, (of about 2 megohms 
resistance) keeps the grid a, at a suitable normal potential. 

The second arrangement (fig. 2) works on exactly the 
same principle. There is, however, now only one main 
oscillatory circuit L, 0,, no coupling coil being used. The 
middle tapping of L, is connected through H to the filament 
of the first valve vi. The potentials across the right-hand 
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half of L, are communicated to the grid G, of the second 
valve v, which acts as an aperiodic amplifier, the high- 
frequency potentials across R, being communicated to a 
third amplifying tube v, . The potentials across R, are 
brought back to the grid G, of the first valve v, and are 
sufficiently strong to produce steady continuous oscillations 
in the circuit L, C,, even when the value of the capacity of 
the condenser C, is very high. This circuit is also very 
useful for producing alternations in circuits using iron-core 
inductances. In these circuits radio-frequency trans- 
formers might be used between valves, instead of ohmic 
resistances. 

These arrangements have many applications. The general 
principle of amplifying the “ maintaining potentials" may 
be used to produce oscillations in an aerial circuit con- 
taining an inductance of low value. The chief application, 
however, is in heterodyne reception. The circuits may be 
used as external heterodyne oscillators, or as auto-dynes, in 
which case the aerial and earth might be connected across 
the condenser and telephones inserted in one of the anode 
circuits. 


CONDENSERS FOR SMALL INSTALLATION 
WORK. 


Bv L. C. GRANT. 


THE expense of house installation work has intimidated 
many a potential consumer, On the other hand, the cost of 
a small service is liable to produce equally undesirable 
effects upon the supply authorities. The expense attached 
to metering, both in initial cost and subsequent inspection 
and office expenses, is probably by far the greatest bugbear, 
and when these items are considered in relation to the actual 
power consumed, it is generally agreed that it is dispropor- 
tionately heavy both for the consumer and the supply 
authority, which, of course, keeps up the price of the 
juice.“ 

The motor, mercury and induction types of meter are 
generally used and represent quite a considerable outlay; 
the electrolytic meter is cheaper, but is not looked upon 
with a great deal of favour on account of past sins. With 
a modern meter, however, a large part of the obstacle is 
prejudice. 

The fixed-charge system is cheap for the supply authori- 
ties, and results automatically in a lowering of the price of 
the energy, but is unsatisfactory and unscientific, and is 
apt to lead to extravagance owing to there being no limit 
to the current consumption. 

Current-limiting devices of a sort have been put into 
operation with mixed resulta. Some of them require too 
much resetting, while others require too much a fortiori 
reasoning in addition to a possible gift of clairvoyancy. 
A reliable current-limiting device, which must be inexpen- 
sive, would eliminate the cost of the meter and also a deal 
of administration expense. The ideal apparatus for this 
purpose would probably fulfil the-following conditions :— 
(1) It must be cheap ; (2) it must be reliable ; (3) it must 
automatically prevent the current consumption excecding a 
fixed value and, upon the excess load being removed, it 
must come into the reset position quite automatically ; (4) 
and lastly, it must cause no appreciable loss. 

To falfil these conditions, the use of condensers has been 
suggested, and upon comparing a current-limiting con- 
denser with the conditions outlined above, it will be. found 
to slip most comfortably into position. 

A condenser used for this purpose can be coupled into 
circuit in two ways; either in series with the whole 
system, or alternatively, each condenser and light run as a 
Separate unit. Parallel operation of the lighting, which 
necessitates a separate condenser for each light, is not so 
suitable for the purpose, taking all into consideration, but 
the series system of coupling up presents many advantages 
for such small loads as are likely to be met with under the 
heading of domestic load. 

With the parallel system each lamp is supplied from the 
distribution board in the usual manner except that it is 
connected in series with a condenser. ‘The condenser used 


must be chosen with due regard to the consumption of the" 


lamp, and the voltage across the mains will be split up 
across the condenser and the lamp; in other words, making 
up a circuit containing capacity and resistance to which the 
law: C = E/ applies. The drop across the condenser is 
considerable, but the two components of the circuit are 90° 
apart, the condenser current leading by the maximum 
angle so that no appreciable loss takes place. 

With one size of condenser, a variety of different candle- 
power lamps can be used, but the current consumption must 
be the same in every case, so that to get the correct wattage, 
and consequently candle-power, the lamp resistance must 
be increased as more light is want d; in other words, a 
higher-voltage lamp must be used. Thus, assuming a con- 
denser designed normally to pass ) A to get 30 c.p. a 
60-V lamp must be used. A 15-c.p. lamp would have to 
be rated to operate at 30 V; for 10 c.p. a 20-V lamp 
would be required, and so on right down to the lowest 


voltage. It is even feasible to use a 4- 2-c.p. lamp in 


this way. T 
There is, however, no very great advantage to be obtained 


with the parallel system, except that as lower voltage lamps ` 


are used the lamp costs are less, Further, the candle- 
power required can be very accurately supplied so that 
there is no need to use a Jamp of higher candle-power than 
is necessary, as is very often the case with high-voltage 
lamps. 

The series system is that which would prove most useful. 
In this case all the lamps are connected in series and in 
series with a condenser, the capacity of the latter being 
such that on a short circuit on its own terminals it will 
pass the maximum allowable load for any particular con- 
sumer. Each lamp or point is controlled by a switch 
connected arross the terminals, so that the apparatus can 
be short-circuited. If any particular light is required, the 
switch is moved to the open circuit position; to put the 
light out again it is short-circuited. 

Any number of lamps of any desired candle-power can be 
used, provided that they are all of the same current con- 
sumption, and that the sum of their voltages does not exceed 
more than about 40 per cent. of the supply voltage. For 
instance, assuming a 240-volt supply, a 1-A circuit could 
be adopted, and the lighting could be made up on the 
following lines :—Four lights could be used as 8 c.p., 
8 volta; 12 c.p, 12 volts; 16 c. p., 16 volts; 32 c.p., 
32 volts. 

Further lamps could be connected up to a total of 
100 c.p., but the current consumption must in each case be 
the same ; any number of lights can be alight at one time, 


or all can be out together. If the 40 per cent. value is. 


exceeded, the voltage variation across the lamps will 
vary to an undesirable extent from a minimum when all 
lamps are alight to a maximum when only one is 
alight. An arrangement of lamps like this would impose 
a limit of 1 A consumption upon any consumer, and any 
attempt at taking more by interfering with the wiring 
would only result in the diminution of the total candle 
power. The substitution of a lamp ef greater current 
consumption in any particular holder would upset the 
balance of the group, and would only result in a decreased 
light. 

The cost of the condenser is very little, and decreases 
with an increase in frequency. The circuit conditions are 
guch that a leading current is always taken from the mains, 
which will usually be looked upon aa an advantage, as it 
will counteract the lagging current due to induction motors, 
transformers, &c., and result in a tendency to level up the 
power factor towards unity, 

Assuming all lamps to be alight, the circuit consists of a 
capacity and resistance in series, when the power factor 
will probably be in the neighbourhood of 0'5 per cent. 
leading, As lamps are switched out by short-circuiting 
them, the angle of lead will increase until, when all lamps 
are out, 90° is reached. 

The calculations involved are quite straightforward. 
The voltages across the condenser, resistance (lamps), and 
across the two together are connected together as follows :— 
When the supply voltage = E,; condenser voltage = Ex; 
lamp voltage = E,; then E.? = EN? + EZ. The lamp voltage 
and supply voltage being known, the voltage across the 


12 
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eondenser will then be r, = VE, — F,. The capacity 
of the condenser will be k = 1/2 1 f kx, when I is 
the normal current consumption, f = supply frequency, and 
E, is the condenser voltage calculated from the previous 
equation. The current variation between the limits 
of one and all lamps alight can be obtained from 


the equation I z ./ E? + [1/2 r f/&]?, where £, is the 
total rated voltage of the lamp or lamps connected in 
series. 


HIGHLAND HYDRO-ELECTRIC SCHEMES. 


IN an article contributed to a recent issue of the Glasgow 
Herald, Mr. A. Newlands, engineer-in-chief, Highland Rail- 
way Co., dealt very fully with the work to be undertaken 
in connection with the two large hydro-electric schemes in 
which the highland lochs are to be employed. 

The first of these schemes is that formulated by the British 
Aluminium Co. in its Lochaber Water Order. The plans of 
this company provide for the conversion of Lochs Laggan 
and Trigg into storage reservoirs. Loch Laggan is about 
seven miles long by an average width of half a mile. It has 
a superficial area of about 1,900 acres or three square miles, 
and its height above sea level is 819 feet. Loch Treig is 
approximately five miles long by half a mile wide, has a 
surface area of 1,500 acres, and stands 784 feet above sea level. 

The scheme provides for an extension of Loch Laggan at its 
western end by the construction of & dam 2 ft. high across 
the Spean about half a mile from its outlet from the loch. 
The level of the loch is not to be raised. Loch Treig 18 to 
be raised 35 ft., i.e., to the level of Loch Laggan, and the 
two lochs are to be connected together by a tunnel three and 
three-quarter miles long, so that they will together form one 
great reservoir. Powers are asked to run down Loch Treig 
124 ft., and Loch Laggan may be run down about 20 ft. 

The drainage area of Loch Laggan is to be supplemented 
by diverting into it the flood waters of the Spey, the Markie, 
and the Mashie, which at present flow to the river Spey. 
This involves the building of a dam 29 ft. high below the 
junction of the Markie with the Spey. All the waters of the 
Treig are to be utilised, as are also the waters of the Spean, 
with the exception of those flowing into it from the north, 
between its junction with the river Treig and the sea. From 
Loch Treig a tunnel 15 miles in length on an easy gradient 
of about 1 in 2,000 under the north shoulder of Ben Nevis 
will convey the waters of the combined lochs to a point over- 
looking Loch Linnhe. where they will be delivered to a generat- 
ing station one and a quarter miles distant, to be built in 
the Black Park on the shore at Loch Linnhe near Ben 
Nevis Distillery. This tunnel will pass under the streams 
flowing off the north face of Ben Nevis, and the waters of 
these streams will enter the tunnel by way of vertical shafts. 

A diversion one and a quarter miles in length of the West 
Highland Railway at Loch Treig is involved, and also powers 
to supply and sell electricity to outside authorities and persons 
are asked for. E 

The other scheme is contained in the Grampian Electricity 
Supply Order, which is to be presented to Parliament during 
the forthcoming session. In this scheme it is proposed to 
utilise Lochs Ericht and Garry in Perthshire, and Iochs 
Pettack, Cuaich, and Seilich in Inverness-shire as storage re- 
servoirs. The most important of these lochs is Loch Ericht. 
It is 144 miles long by an average of half a mile wide. Its 
surface area is approximately seven and a quarter square 
miles, and its height on ordnance datum is 1,153 ft. Loch 
Garry is two and a half miles long by quarter of & mile wide, 
and stands at an elevation of 1,359 ft. The others are smaller, 
but some of them stand at greater elevation, the levels of 
Loch Seilich being 1,390, Cuaich 1,302, and Pattack 1,386. 
Loch an Duin on the county boundary between Inverness and 
Perth is a small loch about 100 acres in extent at an elevation 
of 1,590 ft. 

It is proposed to raise Loch Ericht 57 fb., i.e., to 1.210 on 
ordnance datum, by damming it at each end, and the new 
water level will be such as would permit any overflow water 
to cross the water shed at Dalwhinnie and flow to the Truim 
and thence to the Spey, and there is phvsiographical evidence 
io show that in ancient times Loch Ericht actually did dis- 
charge into the Spey. In the present scheme, however, over- 
flow waters will be made to flow into the Ericht as at present. 
Loch Pattack is to be raised 29 ft. by damming its existing 
outlet, and, by means of a tunnel, made to discharge the 
waters of its gathering area—and others led into it—into Toch 
Ericht; Loch Seilich is to be raised 55 ft. bv a dam 110 ft. 
high some distance from its outlet, but Loch Cuaich is not 
to be faised. 

Loch Garry is to be raised 71 ft. by a dam 79 ft. high, and 
the impounded waters are to be led in a tunnel along the 
southern slope of the Grampiah range of mountains which 
extends eastward fram Dalnaspidal to a point in Glen Bruar 
between Struan and Blair Atholl, where a reservoir is to be 


eonstructed by building a dam 107 ft. high across the river, 
from which reservoir the water will be delivered to a generat- 
ing station to be built on the banks of the River Garry near 
the west lodge to Blair Castle at an elevation of approximately 
450 ft. The waters of all the streams discharging into the 
river Garry from the east will be intercepted and stored in 
reservoirs built on each of them and delivered into the tunnel 
referred to through vertical shafta in the same way as is 
proposed for the Lochaber scheme. The surface levels of all 
these reservoirs, from Loch Garry to and including Bruar 
reservoir, are to be at the same level as Ioch Garry, viz., 
1,430 ft. on ordnance survey datum. A high-level reservoir 
having a surface level of 1,750 ft. is also to be constructed by 
an enlargement of Loch Mhuire on the river Tarf, a tributary 
of the Tilt. The construction of this reservoir involves the 
building of three dams 66, 89, and 130 ft. high respectively. 
Various streams rising on the Grampian watershed will be 
led into this reservoir, the combined waters of which will be 
led to a generating station on the Bruar reservoir, into which 
the tail race will discharge. 

The total length of tunnelling involved is approximately 
30 miles. 

Provision is made for five generating stations :— 


(a) On the shores of Loch Rannoch at the mouth of the 
river Ericht. This will deal with the water impounded in 
Loch Ericht. 

(b) On the shore of Loch Erich$ where the waters from 
Pattack enter the loch. 

(c) On Loch Cuaich where the waters collected in and 
near to Loch Seilich are delivered into Loch Cuaich. This 
water after passing through the turbines is to be &onveyed 
into Loch Ericht. 

(d) On the Bruar reservoir already referred to. 

(e) Near West Lodge, Blair Castle, already referred $o. 


An interesting engineering feature of these schemes is the 
adoption of pressure tunnels as aqueducte in place of open 
flumes. The construction of these tunnels will involve the 
sinking of shafts into them in order that work may be engaged 
in simultaneously at many points. The route is so arranged 
that these shafts can be sunk from the beds of streams crossing 
over the tunnel, and the gradient of the tunnels is such that 
the open mouths of the shafts will be at a higher level than 
that of the reservoir from which the tunnel starts. 

In this way the full head of water between the reservoir and 
the turbines can be maintained without loss—beyond frictional 
loss—and flood water as well as the ordinary run-off of the 
streams can be taken into the tunnel as desired, thus con- 
serving the stored water in the reservoirs against dry spells. 

It will be noted that there is some overlapping in the claims 
of the promoters. The Lochaber scheme is confined to the 
county of Inverness, but contemplates diverting part of the 
waters of the Spey Basin into the Spean. The promoters of 
the Grampians scheme, which is a public utility project, seek 
constructional powers in the counties of Inverness and Perth, 
and powers to distribute and sell energy in an area of supply 


. which includes part of the county of Inverness, viz., the 


parishes of Kingussie and Inch and Laggan, the whole of the 
counties of Perth, Kinross. and Forfar, the parishes of Lis- 
more and Appin in Argyllshire, and certain parishes in Btirling- 
shire as far south as Kirkintilloch. "Their proposals also 
involve the diversion of the waters in and around Loch Pat- 
tack from the Spean—ILochaber's scheme—to the Tay Basin, 
and they also wish to divert part of the waters of the 
Truim and the Tromie, tributaries of the Spey, into Loch 
Ericht and thence to th» Tay. 

There will very probably be opposition to these proposals 
to divert water from its natural gathering area into another 
area, and the County Council of Inverness has already de- 
cided to lodge objection to the schemes on these grounds. At 
this stage such opposition is more or less formal. and 1s for 
the purpose of securing a locus in order that protective clauses 
may be got when the hearing before committee takes place. 
It is very probable that similar objections may be lodged by 
other bodies for the same reason. 

The power derived from the Lochaber scheme will. of course, 
be devoted principally to the purposes of the British Alumi- 
nium Co. The aims of the promoters of the Grampian scheme 
are indicated in their application. Thev are to be a public 
utility company, and their area of supply is defined in their 
application. It is popularly believed that Dundee, Perth. and 
other towns will provide an already existing market for the 
power, but. as in the case of the Tochaber scheme, local 


interests within the area of -rigin " will doubtless see to it 


that reservation of such a block of power as is necessary for 
the development of their territory is secured. 


m —— Rn 


Spanish Electrical Developments.— According to recent 
Statistica, the total power yielded by existing installations in Spain 
is as follows :—Inatallations of 800 h.p. and above, 677.192; 
installations of 300 to 800 h.p.. 28,162; installations of Jess then 
800 h.p. 13,402—or a gross total of 618.756. Installations in 
course of construction, not reckoning those below 5.000 h.p.. stand 
for 259,000 h.p., and applications for fresh concessions are always 
numerous. The total before the war was only 150,000 h. p. 
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JOINT ELECTRICITY AUTHORITIES. 


WE recently abstracted the leading particulars of the first 
scheme that has been formulated for the formation of a 
Joint Electricity Authority for the purposes of the Electricity 
(Supply) Act, 1919, namely, that referring to the West of 
England District.“ A number of other schemes have now 
been prepared, but as they had not, at the date at which they 
had to be submitted to the Electricity Coimnissioners, been 
considered by some of the local authorities concerned, we are 
not at liberty to publish details thereof. Two schemes, how- 
ever, are excepted, and they are abstracted hereunder. It 
will be seen that in the main they are somewhat similar to 
what may be termed the Bristol scheme, although they differ 
in one important respect; that is to say, in addition to the 
administrative und-financial organisations to be adopted, tech- 
nical proposals are also outlined. In what follows we shall 
only deal with those portions of the schemes which differ from 
the provisions of that proposed for the Bristol area. 


MERSEY AND West LANCASHIRE SCHEME. 


The scheme referring to this area (see our issue of July Brd, 
p. 106) provides that meinbers of the Joint Authority who 
shall be appointed or elected by local authorities shali be 
entitled when attending the meetings of the Joint Authority 
or the committees thereof to be accompanied by one official 
of the local authority by whom such member shall be ap- 
pointed, or in the case of members elected by more than one 
local authority, by one official of one of the local authorities 
taking part in the election, such oflicial to be selected by the 
member and shall not be entitled to vote, but in other respects 
may take part in the proceedings as if he were a member 
of the Joint Authority. 

The Joint Authority may provide, let for hire, manufacture. 
sell, or otherwise deal in electric lines, fittings, apparatus and 
appliances for lighting, heating and motive power, and for 
all other purposes for which electricity can or may be used, 
and may connect, repair, maintain, and remove the same, 
and with respect thereto may demand or take such remunera- 
tion or rents and charges and make such terms and conditions 
as may be agreed upon between the Joint Authority and the 
person, company, or firm to or for whom the same are sold, 
supplied, let, connected, repaired, maintained, or removed. 

The Joint Authority shall provide for the supply of areas 
not forming part of the area of supply of any authorised under- 
takers, either by including such areas in the district of adjoin- 
ing distributors or supplying such areas direct, or in such 
other manner as they may with the approval of the Commis- 
sioners determine. 

The Joint Authority, when formed, will proceed in stages, 
the first stage will be to interlink the generating stations of the 
authorised undertakers for the following county boroughs, 
viz.: Bootle, Birkenhead, Liverpool, St. Helens, Wallasey, 
Warrington. From this combination, extensions will be car- 
- ried out when necessity arises. At a later stage it is proposed 
to link up the Joint Authority’s undertaking with the United 
Alkali Co., the Mersey Power Co., and through the area now 
supplied by the Mersey Power Co., with Ellesmere Port, and 
thence through Birkenhead to a junction with the mains 


running from Liverpool to the Cheshire side of the river 


Mersey. 

The system of supply to be adopted will be 3-phase, a.c., 
50 periods. The main transmission pressure suggested is 
33,000 volts stepped up from the generated pressure. which at 
the present time is in the majority of the stations 6.600 volta. 
An immediate pressure may be required on certain routes, but 
the necessity for it has not yet arisen. A list of the proposed 
transmission mains is given. 

Ultimatelv & connection will be made between Prescot and 
the Mersey Power Co. when development of the load warrants 
it. It will also be necessary to provide for transformers, and 
a list of them, together with the necessary switchgear is set 
out. The Joint Authority will link up the main generating 
stations in the area referred to above with 33,000-volt mains, 
and as the load develops in other areas extensions to those 
areas will be made. 

The following extensions of plant in connection with the 
main generating stations referred to are in course of construc- 
tion: St. Helens, one 5.000-kW ; Warrington, two 6,000-kW ; 
Liverpool. two 19,500-kW : Wallasey, one 5,000-kW sets. 

Until the new proposed capital station is running. all the 
existing stations will be required. but eventually certain of 
the stations will be shut down. The Joint Authority proposes 
that a new capital generating station should be installed in 
Liverpool on the riverside. Electrical energy will be generated 
at 6.600 V. 3-phase, 50 periods. with step-up transformation 
to 33,000 V for main transmission. 

The maximum load estimated for the year 1995 for the main 
generating stations included above is 155.000 kW and the 
maximum load that can be provided for in 1995 by the in- 
dividual undertakings with the extensions at present sanctioned 
will be 87,000 kW, a difference of 68.000 kW, which will have 
to be provided for the winter of 1925. The Joint Authority 
proposes to instal in the new capital generating station four 
95.000-k W turbo alternator sets, which will provide one 
95.000-kW set as spare. In the existing generating stations. 
when the proposed extensions are completed, it is estimated 
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there will be 29,000-kW of spare generating plant installed, 
a total of spare generating plant available of 54,000 kW. 

It is proposed to apply to the Ministry of Transport to 
proceed forthwith with the erection and equipment of the 
first section of the new capital generating station. The scheme 
will be capable of providing for railway and tramway require- 
ments as and when tue demand arises. 


THE WIRRAL SCHEME. 


This scheme is to be submitted in opposition to the above- 
mentioned one, and it is proposed to include in it only the 
south-western portion of the urea already delimited by the 
Commissioners, comprising the county boroughs of Birken- 
head and Wallasey, the urban districts of Bromborough, 
Higher Bebington, Hoylake and West Kirby, Lower Bebing- 
ton, Neston and Purkgate, and the rural district of Wirral. 

In this case it is provided that the Joint Authority shall 
consist of only 18 members of whom 11 are to be appointed 
by the local authorities specified above; one each by Caldy 
Manor Estate, Ltd., Mersey Docks and Harbour Board, Cam- 
mel, Laird & Co., Ltd., Lever Bros., l.td., railway companies 
using electricity, and two by other large consumers than those 
specified above. 

This scheme assumes a large consumer to be a person, firm. 
or company whose consumption exceeded 100,000 units during 
the year preceding the date of the election. 

As in the case of the Mersey scheme, certain of the pro- 
visions made in the Wirral scheme differ from those proposed 
for the Bristol district, but conform to those made in the 
Mersey scheme, especially with regard to the technical pro- 
visions. At the Wallasey generating station an extension 
of one 5,000-kW set is in course of construction. The maxi- 
mum loads estimated for the year 1925 for the stations 
included in the area are: Birkenhead, 11,000; Wallasey, 12,000; 
Hoyluke and West Kirby, 750; a total of 23,750 kW. The 
maximum load that can be provided for in 1925 by the indi- 
vidual undertakings with the extensions at present sanctioned 
will be 10,000 kW, a deficiency of 13,750 kW. It is, therefore, 
proposed to install in the Wallasey station three more 10,000- 
kW sets with boilers, condensing plant, and switchgear com- 
plete. 

The saving that it is estimated will be effected by the 
proposed scheme is that if the 6,300,000 units sold by the 
Birkenhead Corporation in 1919 were generated at the pro- 
posed Wallasey station there would be a saving of £11,450 
per annum in generating costs. The cost of cables would 
be approximately £30,000 or. say, an annual cost of £3,000, 
showing a saving of £8,450 per annum. The district of Hoy- 
lake and West Kirby is about six miles from the Wallasey 
generating station. If the 600,000 units sold by the Hoylake 
and West Kirby District Council, in 1919, were generated at 
the proposed Wallasey station there would be a saving of 
£2,500 per anum in generating costs. The cost of cables 
would be approximately £12,000 or, say. an annual cost of 
£1,200, showing a saving of £1,300, which, added to the afore- 
said sum of £8.450, shows a total saving of £9,750 per annum. 


* 


WIRELESS RECEPTION: BY TASTE 
PERCEPTION. 


z 


PRACTICALLY all reception of wireless telegraph signals of a 
practical nature which has been done up to the present. time 
has been accomplished by means of the sense of hearing 
of the operator. Attempts have been made to use the sense 
of sight for the purpose, but it has not been found sufficiently 
satisfactory to warrant its use in practice. The object of & 
paper recently presented to the Institute of Radio Engineers, 
New York, by Messrs. A. N. Goldsmith and E. T. Dickey was 
to describe the tests made to determine the feasibility of Mr. 
A. A. Isbell’s suggestion that under certain operating con- 
ditions, i.e., great interference due to external noise. it might 
be advantageous to employ the operator's sense of taste for 
receiving wireless telegraph signals. For the following ab- 
stract of the results obtained we are indebted to the T. & T. 
Age. 
That a stinging sensation is produced when the two wires 
of a low potential electric circuit are placed on the tongue 
is a well-known fact. The first problem, then, was to design 
a pair of electrodes which could be kept in the operator's 
mouth for a considerable time. and which would not form 
injurious metal salts. Tests were made to determine the 
best position, pressure, and size of contact for the electrodes, 
and it was found that when using either d.c. or 60-cycle a. c. 
it was better to have the electrodes slipped over the upper 
front teeth, rather than to place the tongue between them. 
In this position one contact touched the inner part of the 
upper lip. while the other could be conveniently touched by 
the tip of the tongue. 

When using signals from a buzzer source, and antenna, the 
arrangement just described was apt to cause painful sensa- 


tions in the operator’s front teeth. Tn an effort to prevent 


this, a disposition having the ends of both contacts touching 
the tip of the tongue gave very good results. The electrodes 
should be small and close together so as to confine the taste 
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sensation to a small area of the tongue. Two pieces of number 
lo silver wire 0.5 in. (1.27 cm.) long, separated about 0.125 in. 
(0.31 cm.) and partially embedded in some insulating material 
make very satisfactory electrodes for actual signal reception. 

The highest speed which the operator found it possible to 
receive by taste reception was five words per minute, and 
in order to do this it was necessary to become accustomed to 
this method of receiving, for it is quite dissimilar to audio- 
reception. It is possible that with sufficient practice an 
operator might be able to receive at a rate of ten words per 
minute by taste reception. It is doubtful, however, if the 
speed could be increased much above that. ‘The reason for 
this is what might be called the " lag of the taste nerves. 

In the tests using d.c. and 00-cycle a.c. it was found that 
about 2 volts potential was necessary for workable taste 
signals. The measurements made with d.c. indicated that 
this potential produced a current of about 0.25 milliampere 
in the mouth electrode circuit. In other words, the energy 
necessary for readable taste signals was about 500 micro- 
watts. 

For receiving outside signals, an ordinary inductively 
coupled vacuum tube receiver was employed. The antenna 
used was a single wire, 150 ft. high and 180 ft. long. 

With four stages of amplification it was possible to get 
taste sensations from all signals, the audibility of which in 
the detector circuit was 500 or more. The higher the audi- 
bility of tbe signal, the stronger was the taste sensation 
produced. The strongest signal received had an audibility 
of 5.000 in the detector circuit. The taste sensations resulting 
from this signal were not strong enough to cause discomfort 
for the operator. Whether or not a signal might be obtained 
of sufficient intensity to cause discomfort to the operator, 
would depend on the amount of energy which the last stage 
of the amplifier could handle. 

As the signals received were commercial messages, their 
speed prevented them from being read by taste reception, 
but the intensity was sufficient to permit of their having 
been read had the sending been slower. It would be im- 
possible to read through interference with the taste receiver 
unless one &ignal was quite strong and the other almost 
unnoticeable. Strong strays would probably cause signals to 
become unreadable. 

From the point of view of electrical operation, taste recep- 
tion is poesible. It is possible to amplify sufficiently a signal 
having an audibilitv of 500 in the detertor circuit to cause 
it to produce taste sensations. It is possible to read signals 
by the sense of taste if they are sent at a low speed (about 
five to ten words per minute). 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters received by us after 5 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the following week. should forward their communi- 
cations at the earliest possible moment, No letter can be published 
wnless we have the writer's name and address in our possession, 


German Competition in the Electrical Trades. 


I certainly have not overlooked any of the facts affecting the 
isoperimetrical problem which Messrs. E. P. Allam & Co. nave 
evidently not studied seriously, as yet; and it 18 conceivable 
that their determination to refuse German offers—'' not touch 
them with the end of a barge pole "—may have something to 
do with the daily processions of the unemployed.” 

Let us try to get at the truth, and avoid all personal 
remarks. Will Messrs. E. P. Allain & Co. kindly say :— 

1. How can Germany pay her war-debts to this country 
except by sending us goods? 

2. Is it not a fact that the cheaper the goods the greater the 
quantity that must be sent? 

3. Do Rings” enable the home buyer to have cheap 
goods, and, at the same time, enable the manufacturer to com- 
pete successfully in the world's markets ''? 

4. If dumping " 
in self-defence? 


January lst, 1921. 


ruins this country, why do we not dump 


W. H. M. 


We should also like to tender our thanks to you for your 
leading article on this subject, and to endorse all that Mesars. 
E. P. Allam & Co. say in their letter in your issue of Decem- 
ber 3lst. 

We wonder if W. H. M." is a merchant or manufacturer— 
if the latter, we should be very interested to hear his views 
as to how he would meet the. German competition, assuming 


that he is producing his goods with modern high-speed ma-. 


chinerv and a thoroughly conscientious and hard working set 
of employés. and that after he has done all possible to reduce 
costs, he still finds these dumped German goods are being sold 


in this country at very much less than the cost of production 


here. 

[t would seem, according to W. H. M.'s" letter. that we 
must thank Heaven that our trade is being destroved and our 
country flooded with cheap German goods, that millions of 
pounds’ worth of valuable new machinery is absolutely idle. 
and that hundreds of thousands of our workers are walking 


the streets starving and out of work, whilst the Hun dumps 
his finished goods into our free market, adds to our unem- 
ployed in this country and contributes nothing towards reliev- 
ing our taxation. 

All British. 


— 


A Generator Problem. 


I am indebted to Mr. Robertson and Mr. Besley for their 
letters on the above in this week's REVIEW. I have not tried 
the voltage across the shunt field as Mr. Robertson suggests, 
but will do so at the earliest opportunity. The fields of the 
motor and of the generator are connected N to N and S to S; 
if these connections are reversed, it is only possible to get 
25 per cent. of the full rating. . 

lhe compound is not connected to the series winding as is 
usual with self-exciting machines, but 18 practically only a lead 
from the armature to the terminal box, with the usual wind- 
ings around the field; the same results in every way can be 
obtained by disconnecting the compound and having a lead 
direct from the armature to the terminal box, hence my ques- 
tion: What is the reason for the compound winding? I quite 
agree With Mr. Robertson that the compound winding is for 
the purpose of regulating the voltage under varying loads ” if 
this machine was self-exciting. It being connected for separate 
excitation, it is impossible to cut out or short-circuit the series 
winding as Mr. Robertson suggests. 

Several days were spent in testing by myself, another firm of 
electrical engineers, and also the engineer called in by our 
customer, 80 I am satisfied that the connections are correct. 
I am of the same opinion as Mr. Besley, that this machine is 
designed for separate excitation; why it will run as a motor 
and not as a generator is beyond me. 

Wireman. 

January lst, 1921. 


A Curious Phenomenon. 


You will be interested to know, I feel sure, that shortly 
after the publication of my letter under the above heading, the 
Sectional (Leicester) Engineer of the Post Oftice telephone 
system sent one of his men to examine the earth wire of the 
Post Office telephone instrument fixed in iny house, although 
the phenomenon in question occurs elsewhere. 

I only give you this information to show how eagerly your 
paper is scanned through immediately it is published. _ 

I also think that it is a feather in the cap of the sectional 
engineer, with whom personally I am unacquainted, and 
tends to show that Government officials are sometimes on the 
qui-vibe, although sometimes we may assume the contrary 
to be the case. 

I have not yet had time to carry out further experiments 
in this connection, but will do so at the first opportunity, 
and afterwards report the results to you. 


J. Knowles Hassall. 
Rotherwood. 
January let, 1921. 


— 


The Cost of Living on the Gold Coast. 


Will you kindly insert in your next issue (if possible) a few 
particulars regarding the Gold Coast? :— 
Climate conditions throughout the year. 
Cost of living, food, clothing, &c., and any other particulars 
available. | 
'Phone Engineer. 


(We regret that we have no up-to-date information on this 
subject. We shall be glad to receive communications from any 
of our readers who possess a knowledge of the conditions ob- 
taining on the Gold Coast.—Ebps. Etec. Rev.] 


To Correct an Impression. 


Will you kindly permit us to make use of your columns for 
the purpose of correcting an impression which has gained 
ground to the effect that J. B. Saunders & Co., Ltd., have 
amalgamated with Twiss Electric Transmission, Ltd.? The 
incorporation covers the transmission-line business only of the 
former company. Otherwise J. B. Saunders & Co., Ltd., retain 
their individuality, and carry on their railway telegraph and 
telephone maintenance and construction business, as has been 
the case without interruption since 1857. . 


Sydney G. Leech. 
London. 
January 3rd, 1921. 


Switches for Gasfilled Lamps. 


We should be glad if any of your readers could give us 
information with regard to switches suitable for use with gas- 
filled lamps. Ordinary tumbler switches we have found un- 
satisfactory due to burning of the contacts. Rotary snap 
switches are difficult to get at the moment, and are also 
difficult to fix in a neat arrangement when mounted in groups 
of six or more together. We do not think there i8 any satis 
factory box for groups of such switches when recessed for 
sunk work, or when mounted in iron boxes and covered with 
surface plates for factory work. We ourselves have not had 
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sufficient experience with clock make-and-break tumbler 
switches to say whether these are satisfactory or not. A few 
inquiries have led us to the conclusion that the same state of 
ignorance and doubt exists amongst other contractors, and 
we think personal reports, from anyone who has had experi- 
ence, would be of general interest. 


London. 
January 3rd, 1921. 


Tyler. & Freeman. 


Home Lighting Economies. 


I think a warning should be given to any of your readers 
who may be tempted to adopt '' Voltman's " suggestion, on 
page 827 of your current issue, for the economical illumination 
of inaccessible places and dark recesses. The flexible and the 
miniature switches and lamp holders usually associated with 
4- or 6-volt lamps are quite unsuitable for connection to a 
230-volt circuit, and it should be remembered that although the 
shunted circuit is only occasionally in actual use, it will always 
be alive to the full pressure. The recesses referred to are 
among the last places in which such unsatisfactory fittings 
should be permitted, and I would advise ''Voltman " to 
remove every part of his economy extensions that is not 
strictly in accordance with the I.E.E. wiring rules, and to 
make a beginning with that dark cupboard under the wooden 
staircase which leads to his bedrooms. 

There is & further fire risk due to the accumulator cells 
“ boiling " nearly dry—for instance, when they are not regu- 
larly '' topped up or when the house has been closed for 
& week-end and the main charging lamp left alight. There are 
several recorded instances of fires due to the prolonged charg- 
ing and overcharging of small celluloid cells. 

It is feared that economies of the kind suggested are those 
that are ofter paid for a thousand-fold by other persons—in 
this case the fire insurance companies. 

E. R. 


January 8rd, 1921. 


Re Home Lighting Economies in this week's Review, I 
should like to point out to '' Voltman ” that when tantalum 
lamps first came in I tested several large installations in order 
to prove to the owners the saving that could be effected by 
using these new lamps, and the averaze watts per candle with 
ihe carbon lamps in use were well over six. 

If, as it would appear, '' Voltman ” is not particular about 
initial expense, why not fix a few 230-V m.f. lamps in 
series and use intermediate switches in each room? He could 
then light all his rooms at the cost of one lamp. 


C. A. Copinger. 
Bentham. 
January 2nd, 1991. 


Mr. Luckiesh and the Sheringham Daylight. 


I shall be greatly obliged if (in the interests of fair comment) - 


you will allow me to publish a few words on the extract you 
published in your last number from Mr. Luckiesh’s letter 
(about my invention) to the Electrical News of Toronto. 

In this letter Mr. Luckiesh has adopted & course, somewhat 
unusual among scientists, that is of passing judgment on my 
invention before he has had an opportunity of seeing and 
testing it. He refers in his letter to some unsuccessful experi- 
ments he made with reflectors seven years ago; his deductions 
about the Sheringham Daylight” invention must be in- 
fluenced by his own lack of success in the application of 
reflectors, a8 he has had no first-hand experience of my in- 
vention. 

Of course, we all know and appreciate at its full value his 
development of the British transmission lamp, which was 
invented by Mr. Dufton and Prof. Gardiner at Bradford, about 
1895, and which Mr. Luckiesh describes, no doubt scientifically, 
as straightforward.“ 

The '' millions ” of colour-matching units, which Mr. Luck- 
iesh refers to, are, of course, lamps that do not attempt to 
reproduce north sky light, and he himself describes them as 
only “fairly « efficient "—see The Illuminating Engineer, 
February, 1920. 


London 


George Sheringham. 
January 3rd, 1921, | 


The Salaries of Works Engineers. 


Apropos of the remarks of your correspondent ‘ Testbed 
A. M. I. E. E.,“ in your December 24th issue, may I be allowed 
to inform him that the E. P. E. A. does already possess & section 
for works engineers? 

If ‘Testbed " or any other engineer interested cares to 
communicate with me through you, Sirs (in the first instance), 
I shall be glad to give any information er assistance. 

Norbury. ! \adustrial. 

December 28th, 1920. 4 


- — 


LEGAL. 


UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE. 
AT Padiham, Messrs. Simpson Bros., electricians, Hapton, 
were proceeded against under the Unemployment Insurance 
Act. There were 16 cases. An inspector called at Messrs. 
Simpson’s works and found 135 workpeople’s unemployment 
insurance books in arrears. In eight instances the books were 
impounded. 

Mr. WADDINGTON explained that it was a matter of neglect on 
the part of a girl clerk. The stamps were purchased, but the 
clerk had neglected to put them in the books. That con- 
stituted the whole offence. Although Mr. Simpson offered to 
put the stamps on, the inspector declined to agree. Mr. 
Waddington complained that from September 8th till now the 
Ministry had detained the eight impounded books, thereby 
preventing the firm from stamping them. 

Defendants were fined 25s. in the first case, and ordered to 
pay two guineas advocate’s fee, and costs in the remainder. 
They were also ordered to make good the arrears of stamps. 


— 


WATER POWER ON THE CONTINENT’ 


FRANCE. 


As a result of the possibility of the world coal shortage hinder- 
ing the re-establishment and development of the national in- 
dustries, the French Government, shortly after the signing of 
the peace treaty, decided that it would be necessary to utilise 
on a greater scale than hitherto the water power resources of 
the country. 

The problem being an extensive one, needing consideration 
from the technical and financial points of view, as well as 
the administrative one, à Commission was appointed in August 
1919, to study the whole question and report to the Superior 
Council of Public Works. The report has now been presented, 
and although it is not possible to give it in full, the following 
poirts of detail taken from it, for which we are indebted to 
the Moniteur dea Intéréts Matéricls, may be of interest. 

N-turally the question of finance comes in for early refer- 
ence. Pre-war estimates put the cost of hydro-electric plant 
at fom 500 to 800 fr. per H. p.; to-day the cost would be from 
1,00) to 1.600 fr. per h.p. Therefore, to establish plant equal 
to 3 200,000 m.r., such as, it is considered, would be necessary 
to a'tain the desired object. would entail an expenditure of 
from 3,000.000,000 to 4.800.000,000 fr. The absence of a suffi- 
cient supply of materials is not so much feared as that the 
cost of plant at nresent prices would be prohibitive. 

It is estimated that before the war over 1,000,000,000 fr. 
had been invested in hydro-electric plant in France—525 mil- 
lions in light and power installations, 100 millions in electro- 
chemistry and electrometallurgy, 75 millions in traction, and 
800 :nillions in connection with small industries. During the 
war and since the armistice, considerable progress has bec 1 
made, plant to the extent of 500.000 H. P. having been pu 
down between 1914 and 1918, so that at the present time at 
least 2,000,000,000 fr. must be invested in hydro-electric plant 
in France. " 

The Commission recommends that the formation of concés- 
sionnaire companies should be facilitated by the granting of 
subsidies, and that these should be a direct charge oh the 
Government Budget, instead of the so-called subsidies on which 
the concessionnaires have to pay interest and make repayment 
over a term of years. The Commission considers that in 
this way the concessionnaires would be encouraged, as they 
would not have to bear a heavy financial load which could 
only result in an increased cost of production. The Commis- 
sion also recommends that companies which undertake the 
establishment of hydro-electric plan$ should be exempted from 
taxation for a period of five years, and that the Government 


should arrange with the Crédit Foncier to advance loans in 


respect of the utilisation of all State and private waterfalls, 
and finally that the Government itself should participate in 
the formation of undertakings, sharing in the advantages, 
risks, and difficulties. : 

The report does not deal at any great length with the 
techmical problems. It recommends, however, that steps 
should be taken to extend the teaching of electrical work 
in the Grenoble, Toulouse, and Nancy districts by subsidies 
from the State and the electrical industry. It also points 
out that one of the hindrances to the development of water 

wer for electricity generation is the considerable variation 
in the supply of water, and suggests that if the Government 
cannot see its way to undertake the construction of large 
reservoirs itself. it should grant subsidies to the concession- 

aires for this purpose. - 

i The 9 ies the view that the public interests must 
be considered before those of private enterprise, and that 
legislation will be necessary to deal with existing concessions 
and any rights which may have been granted previously, while 
ws megards the future, it recommends that no concessions be 
granted for hydro-electric installations which do not contribute 
to the useful extension of electricity gupply. 

\ XE 
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HOLLAND AND NoRWAY. 


There are two countries which are working in the 
direction of becoming independent of foreign supplies of 
coal at the end of ten years from the present time, 
these being Holland and Norway. In the case of the 
former, it is expected that apart from the great elec- 
trical generation and distribution schemes which are pro- 
posed to be undertaken by a semi-State or public autho- 
rity, the national deposita of coal will have been so far de- 
veloped that no deliveries of coal will be required from other 
countries at the expiration of a decade. On the other hand, 
Norway, which under normal circumstances i$ compelled to 
import about 2,500,000 tons of coal per annum, hopes to be 
able to substitute electric power for most of this quantity, 
leaving only 800,000 tons of coal needed for shipping, for the 
production of carbide, and for domestic consumption, after 
the lapse of ten years. It is, moreover, reckoned that the 
latter quantity will be obtained from Spitzbergen, which is 
now vested in Norway, so that in 1930 the latter country will 
be independent of British and other coal. 

The State Water Power and Electricity Administration has 
under consideration draft regulations and a scheme for the 
electrification of the country, and is also dealing with the 
question of the exportation of energy—and that, too, at a time 
when the existing hydro-electric and steam generating works 
are unable to meet the home demand. It is, therefore, con- 


tended that before thinking of exporting energy the inland 
requirements should first be satisfied, the needs of industry 
and agriculture be met, and the railways converted to electric 
traction, so as to be able to escape the enormous expenditure 
on imports of coal. It is suggested that practical men should 
be empowered to proceed to solve the problems of (1) utilising 
the existing hydro-electric works -to the fullest extent and 
erecting new transmission lines; (2) the regulation of water 
courses and the installation of more machinery where falls 
are already in use; (3) the completion of extensions which 
have been in progress for a long time; and (4) the transforma- 
tion to electrical working of the railways having the heaviest 
traffic to transport. 

The A.S. Tyssefaldene two years ago offered to supply 
Christiania with 100,000 H.P. on certain terms, and by request 
the company has just made a fresh proposal, but the price 
per KW. delivered is now more than twice that offered in 
1918, owing to the high cost of machinery which would have 
to be installed for the purpose. ‘The Akerhaas County Counci) 
has approved an agreement with the Christiania Savings Bank 
approved an agreement with the Christiania Savings Bank 
under which the latter will advance to the former a loan of 
20,000,000 kr. for the hydro-electric works at the Raanaas 
waterfalls in Glommen, which is involving a total expenditure 
of 45,000,000 kr.. and 1s expected to be completed in the 
winter of 1921-22. e 


í BUSINESS NOTES. 


Company Liquidations, — ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 
SocrETY, LTD. (late Electrical and Mechanical Oo-operative 
Trading Society, Ltd.) South Castle Street, Liverpool.—At a 
meeting of creditors held recently in Liverpool, the statement of 
affairs presented by Mr. A. J. Glass, liquidator, showed liabilit:es 
of £1,903, of which £1,522 was due to trade oreditors, while the 
bink was interested for £159, and there were cash claims of 82:3. 
The assets were estimated to realise £897, from which had to be 
deducted £78 for preferential claims, leaving net assets of £819, or 
a deficiency as regarded the unsecured creditors of £1,085. The 
assets consisted of :—Oash in hand, £10; stock-in-trade, £162; 
work in progress, £50; fixtures and fittings, £2); bo»ok-debts, 
£681, expected to produce £624; and unpaid calls, £31. The 
liquidator further stated that the business carried on was con- 
menoed by a number of members of the Electrical Trades Union 
about the beginning of 1919. In June of the same year the Society 
was registered under the Industrial and Provident Societies Act. 
The deficiency shown in the statement of affairs was accounted for 
by losses up to January, 1920, £566 ; depreciation written off the 
assets, £106; preliminary expenses, £9; ard loss since last 
January, £1,281. It appeared that difficulties had been enoountered 
in raising capital from time to time, and loans had been received 
from members. Last August the Society tendered for, and 
obtained, a large contract with a local c)-operative society. With 
the exception of that contract, the other work carried out during 
recent months had been small. The sales had recently fallen off 
owing to the shortage of stock. After discussing the position the 
creditors p»«sed a resolution in favour of Mr. P. S. Booth, Liver- 
pool, being appointed to act as a joint liquidator, while a committee 
of inspection of three of the 5 creditors was also nominated. 

D£TINNING PROCESSES, D. — A meeting of oreditors is 
called for February 3rd, at 41, Finsbury Square, E.C., to hear an 
aocount of the winding-up from the liquidator, Mr. H. C. Merrett. 

ELECTRICAL INDUSTRIES, LTD.—A petition for the winding up 
hae been presented to the High Court by Messrs. R. Johnston and 
Co., Ltd., of 92-3, Fore Street, EO., and will be heard in London 
on January 18th. 

PRITCHETT & GOLD AND ELECTRIC POWER STORAGE Co., LTD.— 
(Voluntary liquidation for the purpose of the sale of the under- 
taking to Pritchett & Gold and Electric Power Storage Co., Ltd). 
Meeting of creditors. January 19th, at 50, Grosvenor Gardens, 
S. W. 1. Liquidator, Mr. A. W. Woodward. 


Trade Annonacements.— Messrs. BECKETT & PARKER, 
electrical instrument manufacturers, of 157-9, Summer Lane, 
Birmingham, have appointed Messrs. Baxter & Caunter, Ltd., their 
agents for London, Eastern and Southern Counties. Full stocks 
of their specialities will be held at 219, Tottenham Court Road, 
W. 1, and rapid deliveries are assured of switchboard type 
instraments. ; 

THe CHLORIDE ELECTRICAL STORAGE Co., LTD., have removed 
their London offices to 57, Victoria Street, 8.W. 1. The telephone 
numbers, Victoria 442 and 445, remain unaltered. 

THE DAWEON ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS, LTD., have com- 
menced busines cat 74, Henshaw Street, Oldham. 

Toe IMPERIAL ELECTRIC WoRBES will in future (as from 
January lst) be known ae Browning's Electric Co., Imperial Works, 
St. Martin's Avenue, East Ham, London, E. 6. Telephone, East 
Ham 801. 


Catalogues and Lists.—T Hx MAcrABLANE Enaix- 
E£RING Co., LTD., Netherlee Road, Cathoart. — Detailed price- 
lists of motors - d.o. and ac. squirrel-cage and slip-ring types 
for 25 and 50 cyoles. Also a list of principal users of Macfar- 
ane motors and dynamos. 

Siz W. G. ARMSTRONG, WHITWORTH & Co. LTD., 8, Great 
George Street Westminster, S. W. 1.—Leatiets Nos. 51 52,53, and 54 


illustrating and describing water turbines. Lesfist 51 bears a 
number of useful notes on turbine and site selection, which we 
reproduce in our Notes columns. 

HIS Bros., Sand Pita, Birmingham.—" Monthly Magazine," 
Vol. II, No. 10, containing the usual stock list and other features, 
including notes on the care of windings. 

. THE ELecTRIC HEATING Co, George Street, Croydon.—An 
illustrated price-list of Elect ” irons. 

R. B. HAND & Co., LTD., 63, High Holborn, W. C. 1.—4A price- 
list (4 pp.) of electrical fittings and accessories, including cables, 
conduits, switches, cut-outs, adapters, &c. 

CHARLES CHURCHILL & Co, LTD, 9-15, Leonard Street, 
Finsbury, EC. 2.—An illustrated and priced booklet (72 pp.) 
re with numerous types of Comet brand high-speed steel 
cutters. 

Oz»NAI8, LTD., 96, Victoria Street, S. W. 1.—Pamphlet No. 3— 
Ventilation. An illustrated note on ozone and its properties, 
ventilation, and the Ozonair " system of pure-air ventilation. 

THE BRITISH RAWHIDE BELTING Co, LTD. Hythe Road, 
Willesden, N.W. 10.—List " A," giving prices and particulars of 
various beltiogs, belt laces, rawhide hydraulic pasking, mallets, 
hammers, pinions, &c. 

SCIENTIFIC APPLIANCES, 11 and 29, Sicilian Avenue, South- 
ampton Row, W.O.l.—An illustrated catalogue (48 pp.) of 
scientific apparatus, including Wimshurst machines of a wide 
range of siz s, electromagnets and parts, telephone apparatus, 
induction coils and X-ray tubes. Also optical apparatus, com- 
prising spectacles, telescopes, lenses and prisms. Suitable for the 
use of students or teachers. Price 6d. poet free. 

T. BATH & Co., LTD., 18, Savoy Street Strand, W.C.2.—A sale 
catalogue of wooden buildings, Army huts, &c. 

N. TAYLOR & Son, 17, Goree-Piazzas, Liverpool, manufacturers of 
hydro-carbonate bone- black for case-hardening. A booklet (18 pp.) 
entitled Case Hardening—What to Use. How to Do It." 

THE B.E. Co. (or LONDON AND BIRMINGHAM), LTD., Hendon 
House, 57, Upper Thames Street, E.C. 4. — A fully-illustrated 
catalogue (18 pp.) of electrical accessories, including switches, 
ceiling roses, adapters, cut-outs, fuseboards, flex,“ &c. Code 
numbers are given in each case, and a key accompanies the 
catalogue. 

X-Rays, LTD., 11, Torrington Place, Gower Street, W.C. 1.— 
A priced descriptive catalogue (16 pp.) of Phillips's X-ray tubes of 
various types—water-oooled, heavy anode. platinum and tungsten 
targets, &c. 

STERLING TELEPHONE AND ELECTRIC Co, LTD., Telephone 
House, 210-212, Tottenham Court Road. W. 1. Publication No. 285. 
—A profusely illustrated price list (32 pp.) of telephone and 
signalling apparatus for mines, including telephone instruments, 
junction boxes, indicators, bells, storage cells, &c. 

THE DELTA ELECTRICAL CO., Temple Courts, Temple Row, 
Birmingham. Publication No. 100a.—An illustrated and priced 
leaflet dealing with watertight tumbler switches. 


Calendars, &c.— Messrs. A. Hawkins & Son, of London 
Road, Southwark, have again issued one of their wall calendars, 
with monthly date slips below a picture showing a skein of thread 
which a lady is winding, with the wording Held by a thread." 

From MR. P. D. MomnRis, electrical engineer and contractor, 
28, High Street, Islington, N., we have received & polished wood 
hand blotter and a piece of rubber. 

Messrs, J. MCMASTER & Son, Belfast, have produced an artistic 
wall calendar, with monthly slips for 1921 below a rustic picture 
of a mill, entitled " The White Mill." 

Messes. Woop & CAIRNS, LTD., 5, 7 and 9, Meuse Lane, Edin- 
burgh, have sent us one of their large wall calendars, with monthly 
date slips with bold figures on a black ground, each slip showing 
views of the firm's head office and Glasgow and Dundee branohes, 


14 THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. [Vol. 88. No.2,250, JAxvAnr 7, 1921. 


THE WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC INTERNATIONAL Co., of New 
York, have prepared a large wall calendar, with monthly date slips 
on a white ground below a reproduction of a painting of the head 
and shoulders of a lady named " Joan." 

THE KEIGHLEY GAS AND OIL ENGINE Co, LTD, bave sent us 
one of their wall calendars for 1921, with daily slips with figuring 
in black mounted on a stout card-base model of one of their 
" Imperial " engines. 

THE HOLLAND INSULATED WIRE AND CABLE WORKS, Amster- 
dam, have sent us a four-sheet calendar bearing rather fantastic 
black and gold studies of Grecian mythological characters symbol- 
ising light, sound, power and heat. 

E. Brook, LTD., of Empress Works, Huddersfield, have issued an 
attractive hanging calendar, with monthly date slips below a 
coloured view of their works at night. 

O. ISLER & Co., artesian well engineers, Bear Lane, Southwark 
Street, have sent us a lage wall calender, with illustrations showing 
their deep-well boring plant and other specialities. 

THE BRITISH THOMSON-HovusTON Co., LTD., of Rugby, have again 
provided one of their large wall calendars for 1921. showing three 
months on each page, with a view of the works and illustrations of 
some of their special electrical plant. 
co MACINTOSH OABLES, LTD., have issued a neat hanging oval 
calendar for 1921, with monthly slips below a picture entitled 
" Peace at Eventide.” 

From the MODERN BUSINESS AND EQUIPMENT Co., of 31, Staines 
Road, Hounslow, a small hanging calendar, with monthly slips 
below a coloured illustration of A Bit of Surrey." 


Annual Dinner. — On Tuesday, December 28th, the 
employés of the Musselburgh and District Electric Light and 
Traction Co., Ltd., held their annual dinner at the Port Seton Tea 
Rooms. Mr. H. C. Babb, the engineer and manager, was in the 
chair, During the evening a presentation was made to Mr. H. 
Payn, the chief assistant engineer, who is shortly leaving to take 


up another appointment as engineer and manager. This was 


followed by a musical programme and dancing. 


Book Notices.—“ A souvenir of the 25th anniversary of 
The Autocar, 1895-1920" (8 pp. + 4 plates).— The remarkable 
progress that has taken place in the world of motoring during the 
past quarter of a centary is brought vividly to mind by the 
appearance of this handsome souvenir booklet. The part played by 
The Autocar in the development of automobilism is briefly outlined 
in the booklet, which contains also a number of historical motoring 
illustrations reprinted from early issues of the journal. One of 
these depicts the first motor drive of the late King Edward VII 
(then Prince of Wales), which took place in 1898. Other illus- 
trations show the famous Gordon-Bennett Motor Race in Ireland 
in 1903, and the first of the Tourist Trophy Races, which was run 
in the Isle of Man in 1905. A number of the pages in the booklet 
are devoted to a reprint of congratulatory messages received on 
the occasion of the 25th birthday of The Autocar. These bear 
names that are famous in the annals of motoring, including such 
well-known pioneers of motoring as Sir David Salomons, Bt., Lord 
Montagu of Beaulieu, Earl Russell, Sir Arthur Stanley, &o. Not 
the least attractive feature of the souvenir is a pair of illustrations 
in colour reproduced from original paintings and depicting 20 years’ 
progress in automobilism. 

„The M. & C. Apprentices’ Magazine," Vol. 4, No. 16 (76 pp.).— 
This is the Ohristmas number of this excellent little publication. 
Mr. Sam Mavor contributes a long article on “Efficiency in Pro- 
duction "; other articles are notes on railway engineering in the 
United Provinces, India, Electrical Engineering in the East," and 
a number of biographical sketches, &. 

" Hydro-Electric Survey of India, Vol. II. Second Report on 
the Water Power Resources of India. Ascertained during the 
season 1919-20." By F. E. Bull and J. W. Meares, M Inst. C. E., &o. 
(123 pp.). Caloutta : Superintendent Government Printing, India. 
Price R. 1-6. 

The Industrial League and Council Journal,” Vol. II, No. 11. 
December, 1920, 40 pp. Price 6d.—This issue contains a foreword 
by Dr. Russell Wakefield, Bishop of Birmingham, reports of 
meetings, conferences, debates, &c., as well as a number of 
interesting articles. 

“Science Abstracts A & B." Vol. XXIII, part 12, December 80th, 
1920. London: E. & F. N. Spon, Ltd. Price 28. 6d. each. 

" Oscillographs and their Tests." (45 pp.) By A. E. Kennelly, 
R. N. Hunter, and A. A. Prior. Massachusetts: Institute of 
Technology (Serial No. 22).—A technical description of a method 
of testing and calibrating oscillographs, using an auxiliary 
vibrator or “ oscillographmeter,” whereby the resonant frequency 
of the tested oscillograph may be readily ascertained. From this 
and another test the bluntness of resonance is determined. The 
results of a number of tests are given in the paper. | 

" Willing's Press Guide "—issued from 125, Strand, at 28.—is a 
most convenient alphabetical and classified guide to the Press. 
That it meets a real want is evidenced by the fact that it has now 
reached its forty-eighth annual appearanoe. 

“Dental Radiography" (38 pp.) Stratford: Wilson & Whit- 
worth, Ltd. Price 3s. 6d. net.— A handbook for the dental surgeon, 
including a full description of X-ray apparatus and a simple guide 
to its use, with diagrams and many illustrations. 

"The Journal of the South African Institution of Engineers.” 
Vol. XIX. No. 5. December, 1920, 20 pp. Price 2s. net. 
‘Includes paper on “ Economical Design of Engineering Structures,” 
and discussion. 


British Ignition Apparatus Assoclation.— The annual 
dinner will be held at the Trocadero Restaurant, Piccadilly Circus, 
on Wednesday, January 12th, at 7.30 p.m. 


The Peopie’s Union for Economy.—This society has 
now established its headquarters at 1, King's Buildings, Millbank, 
Westminster, 8.W.1. It will aim at keeping a watchful eye upon 
all Government expenditure, with a view to directing attention to 
overlapping and waste in the Administrative sphere. For this 
purpose it invites all those who agree with its views to give it 
their support by joining the Union, and by supplying reliable 
information of any instances of public waste and extravagance. 
Forms of membership may be obtained on application to the hon. 
secretary at the above address. 


The Effect of the Eight-Hour Day.—An official 
report on the effects of the introduction of the eight-hour day in 
Sweden, states that only one-ninth of the workmen have main- 
tained their full monthly production by inoreased intensity of 
labour ; about one-half show a reduced production corresponding 
to the diminished number of working hours ; the average decrease 
in production amounts to at least 6 per oent. According to the 
Foerening's calculations, Swedish industry as a whole has lost 
Kr. 150,000,000 since, and owing to, the introduction of the eight- 
hour day.— Reuters Trade Service (Stockholm). 


Tramway Workers’ Wages.—The Industrial Court, held 
on December 7th, to arbitrate upon the claim of the skilled workmen 
employed in the tramway, electricity, and highways department 
of the Sunderland Corporation, for an annual holiday of 12 days, 
with pay, has decided that the claim is not established. The award 
states :—' According to the evidence, the men concerned are not 
permanent employós of the Corporation, although they a to 
have something like continuous employment. Their conditions of 
service are not settled by the Corporation, and this appears to 
establish a dittinction between the skilled workers and other 
municipal employés of classes confined to service in public utility 
undertakings. The Court gather that it is a feature of employ- 
ment in the service of the Corporation that skilled men and others 
similarly placed shall be paid the agreed district rate, and be 
subject to the general oonditions of employment in foroe in the 
district. This is, no doubt, well understood by the men on engage- 
ment, and they must be assumed to accept service on those terms, 
although it is, of course, open to the Corporation to introduce, or 
to agree to, such improvements in the conditions as may be deemed 
advisable.” 


Lead Report.—Merssrs. G. Cawson & Co. write under | 


date January lst, 1921 :—Our last report was dated December 18th, 
1920. Since that date the market has been irregular with some 
wide fluctuations, with business done down to £21 10e. for prompt 
and January, and up to 424 158. for April The closing is firm 
with a good demand for prompt and January lead. Final 
prices are :— 

Prompt and January ... sae £23 10 to £28 15 

February and March ... eee oe £24 10 to £24 15 

April... sie sii 885 .. £24 10 to £35 0 

There has been a large turnover of lead, and shorts have been 
covering freely. The supply of prompt lead has now become very 
limited. The heavy arrivals at the end of December seem to have 
disappeared. 

Messrs, JAMES FORSTER & Co. write :—Although there is talk 
of hidden stocks in Spain, the reports from that country, and also 
from Australia, are to the effect that none of the mines can 
produce at a profit at anything like present values. Values during 
the last fortnight have been considerably below those ruling in 
the early summer of 1914, and there is little risk in consumers 
covering their requirements for some time to come, at current 
prices. 


Anglo-German Debts.—British Nationals, who have 

i d claims against German Nationals in respect of pre-war 
debts, will shortly receive a notification from the . Clearing Office 
that the last day for making the necessary statutory declaration in 
support of their claims is March 31st, 1921. No claim in respect 
of pre-war debts will be admitted which is lodged after that date, 
unless the Controller of the Clearing Office is satisfied that the 
omiesion to lodge the declaration the date mentioned arose 
from circumstances for which the tor could not justly be held 
responsible, 


German Export Duties.—A decree has been issued at 
eium PUE the export duties on many engineering and metal 
produ 


A New French Company.—A new company has lately 
been formed in Paris (25, Rue de Clichy), with a capital of 
2,500,000 fr. and the title La Société Francaise pour l'Exploitation 
des Brevets Bates (Poteaux pour Suspension de Cables Electriques) 
to manufacture the Bates type of electric mast. 


For Sale,—The Great Western Railway Co. have for 
disposal one 4-pole B.T.H. generator and three slate panels with 
various connections; Accrington Corporation Electrical Engi- 
neering Department invites offers for two 500-kW Belliss-Dick- 
Kerr compound- wound generating sets; Liverpool Corporation 
Electricity Supply Department has for sale two 2,000-kW Westing- 
house-Parsons turbo-alternators, with condensers, air-pumps and 
Gwynne circulating pumps; Stoke Newington Borough Council 
Electricity Department has for disposal a battery of accumulators, 
with boosters and control board; Shipley Urban District Council 
Electricity Department has for disposal one Parsons turbine- 
driven d.c, dynamo direct-coupled with condenser, switchgear ; 
Buxton Corporation Electricity Department invites offers for two 
Belliss & Moroom generating seta, and one engine only. For parti- 
culars, see our advertisement pages to-day. l 
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Forthcoming Exhibitions,—The following exhibitions are 
g organised :— 

Birmingham.—March 21st-May 2Ist.—National Trades and 
Industrial Exhibition. 

Cardiff—January 26th-February ó5th.—Heulth and Home 
Exhibition. (See ELECTHiCAL Review, October 22nd.) 

London.—February 10th to 26th.—'' Efficiency " Exhibition 
at Olympia. ( CAL Review, June 25th.) 

London, Glasgow and Birmingham.—VNebruary 21st to March 
4th.—British Industries Fair. (ELECTRICAL REVIEW, August 
13th, September 74th, October Sth, November 12th and 26th.) 

London.—March and October.—Suciety of Motor Manufac- 
turers and Traders at Olympia. 

.London.—April lst to 30th.—Builders' Exhibition at Olym- 
pia. 

London.—June 3rd to 17th.—Rubber ‘Trades’ Exhibition at 
Royal Agricultural Hall. (ELEOrRICAL Review, April 9th.) 

London.—July 4th to 15th.—London Fair and Market at 
Royal Agricultural Hall. 

London.—September 7th to 28th.—Shipping, Engineering 
and 1 Exhibition at Olympia. (ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 
November 12th.) 

London.—November 17th to 25th.—Public Works, Roads and 
Transport Exhibition. 

London.—1923.—British Empire Exhibition. (ELECTRICAL 
spa May 14th, June lith, September 24th, and November 
South Africa.—March 9th to 16th.—Chemical, Metallurgical, 
and Mining Exhibition in Johannesburg. 

British Dominions.—1921.—Dominions Touring Exhibition 
(South Africa, Australia, Canada, and New Zealand). (ELrc- 
TRICAL Review, March 26th and August 6th.) 

Brussels.—April 4th to 20th.—International Commercial Fair. 
(ELECTRICAL REVIEW, December 17th.) 

Ghent.—April 16th to June 14th.—International Exhibition 
of Architecture, Building, and Kindred Industries. (ELECTRICAL 
Review, September 24th.) 

Iceland.—June.—World's Fair. 

Lima.—June lst to October 31st.—International Industrial 
Exhibition. (ELECTRICAL Review, November 12th and Decem- 
ber 3lst.) 

Peking.—March, 1921.—International Exhibition. 
TRICAL REVIEW, September 10th.) 


(ELEC- 


Lyons.—March Ist to 15th.—Metallurgy, Engineering, Build- | 


ing, &c., Fair. 
Mexico.—September.—Commercial and Industrial Fair. 
Milan.—April.—International General Manufacturers' Fair. 
Utrecht.—September 6th to 16th.—International Fair. 
(ELECTRICAL Review, December 24th.) 
Buenos Aires.—1922.—International Exhibition. 
Rio de Janetro.—1922.—International Centenary Exhibition. 


The Metal-Filament Lamp and Fittings lodustry.— 

At the meeting of the Illuminating Engineering Society 
on December 14th, the report of the Committee on Progress 
in Electric Lamps and Lighting Appliances was presented. It 
stated that the demand for vucuum-type lamps could now be 
met for all standard types, and in most cases adequate 
stocks were available to meet the increased demand due to 
the cessation of summer time. There was evidence of real 
development in the exportation of electric lamps abroad, par- 
ticularly to the British Colonies. The difficulties which pre- 
viously handicapped the manufacturers, such as the shortage 
of bulbs and tubing and also the poor quality of these, had 
been very largely overcome by the increased production of 
such material in this country. The production of gasfilled 
lamps had increased five or six times during the last twelve 
months, and the demand for most of the standard sizes could 
now be met. Most of the leading manufacturers were rapidly 
extending their production still further. 

During the past twelve months the manufacturers had 
again been able to give attention to the production of metal- 
filament lamps for special purposes, such as standard candle 
lamps, double-ended tubülar lamps for window and cornice 
lighting, and various patterns of reflector type lamps. Such 
special lamps could now be obtained in any of the stendard 
voltages and wattages without undue delay. The principal 
manufacturers had introduced a range of suitable fittings for 
gasfilled lamps to suit all voltages for which such fittings 
were required, i.c., street lighting, works lighting, the light- 
ing of railway terinini or other large areas, and shop-window 
lighting. They had also introduced a variety of small shades 
and bowls for use in connection with the lower wattages of 
gasfilled lamps, which met a very seal need for shop-window 
lighting and the lighting of small areas. By this means the 
efficient gasfilled lamp was able to be used, the light dis- 
tributed in the right direction, and all glare eliminated. 


Christmas Tree.—In accordance with their usual custom, 
Messrs. CUNNINGHAM, LTD. of 169-171, Edgware Road, W. 2, 
gave the children of Paddington Green Hospital an eleotrically- 
illuminated Christmas tree, and toys and crackers to each little 
patient. 


Electricity Werks Dinner.—On December 18th the staff 
and employós of the Maidstone Corporation electricity works held 
@ dinner at the Corn Hxchange. when the borough electrical 
engineer (Mr. E. E. Hoadley) presided. After dinner an enjoyable 
amoking concert was given by a number of excellent artistes. 


New C. A. V. Developments.—It is reported that Mussrs. 
C. A. VANDERVELL & Co., LTD., have aoquired the patent rights of 


. the Willard Storage Battery for the British Empire (except 


Canada), and will shortly commence manufacture, besides estab- 
lishing a chain of service stations. The company is also bringing 
out a new coil ignition device, designed by Mr. A. H. Midgley. 


Italian Workers’ Threat.—The Chamber of Labour in 
Turin threatens the re-ocoupation of the factories unless the daily 
hours of work are reduced to six instead of eight. Owing to the 
lack of materials, the reduced production of the factories renders 
necessary the dismissal of workmen. The Ohamber of Labour 
wishes to avoid the necessity of dismissals by reducing the hours of 
work.— Morning Post, 


Soclals.— Under the auspices of the Sports and Recre- 
ation Association of the PHaNIX DYNAMO MANUFACTURING Co., 
Bradford (a branch of the ENGLISH ELECTRIC Co.), a series of 
Ohristmas parties have been held for the children of employés. 
Very enjoyable programmes were arranged, including a fairy play, 
written by Miss E. Matthias, the welfare superintendent. 

The girls of the staff of the Ep1son Swan ELECTRICO Oo., LTD., 
gave a New Year's Eve supper, concert and dance on December 3 let, 
in the Staff Café, at Ponders End. A merry company of about 80 
sat down to an excellent repast, under the genial chairmanship of 
Mr. J. W. Elliott (joint sales manager). A concert followed, at 
which Miss Robinson, Mr. Moore and Mr. 8. Barker supplied the 
vocal items, while Messrs. Will May, E. Lack, G. W. Tuffill and 
„Little Jack supplied the humorous numbers. At the conclusion 
of the concert, a programme of 10 dances was gone through to the 
music of the Ediswan orchestra. 


The German Glow-Lamp Combination.—A big capital 
transaction is contemplated by the Osram group, which will raise 
the total nominal oapital to 240,000,000 marks. The Osram Oo., 
which is composed of the glow lamp works of the A.E.G., the 
Siemens & Halske Co., and the Auer (German Incandescent Gas 
Light Co.) Co., reports that.after defraying all expenses and taxes, 
the financial year ended on June 30th, 1920, shows divisible net 
profits of 27,000,000 marks, the method of disposal of which has 
not yet been disclosed. As a result of the large turnover, and the 
acquisition of most of the undertaking of the United Lausitz 
Glass Works, makers of tubes for bulbs, it is found necessary to 
strengthen the financial position, and for this purpose it is 
proposed to increase the share capital from 30,000,000 to 
120,000,000 marks, The existing loan of 50,000,000 marks is also 
to be supplemented by a new 6 per cent. mortgage loan for 
70,000,000 marks. 


The E.P.E.A. Award.—We are informed that about 
twenty-five undertakings still refuse to adopt the recommendation 
of the National Joint Industrial Board regarding the salaries to 
be paid to members of the staffs of electricity undertakings. 
Negotiations between these undertakings and the Ministry of 
Labour are still proceeding. The Ilford Council agreed to adopt 
the schedule for six months, but this was unacceptable to the 
E. P. E. A. Strike notices in this case were suspended, however, and 
the question is to be brought up at the next ordinary meeting of 
the Ilford Council. 


Trade Union Fusion.—On December 31st the National 
Warehouse and General Workers Union and the Amalgamated 
Union of Co-operative and Commercial Employós ceased their 
separate existences and became merged into the National Union of 
Distributive and Allied Workers. The new Union covers a wide 
variety of workers, from the producers of household necessities 
through the wholesale factors to the retail shop workers, and is 
very powerful from a Trade Union standpoint, A large mansion 
has been purchased at Fallowfield, Manchester, to be the central 
offices of the new organisation. The membership of the amalga- 
mation reaches nearly 200,000, with accumulated funds of 
£300,000, the membership of the approved society being 32,000.— 
Daily Telegraph, 


British Property in Germany.—It is officially announced 
that an agreement was signed on December 31st, by the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs and the German Am „for 
safeguarding the restitution of British property in Germany under 
Article 297 of the Treaty of Peace, and meeting certain difficulties 
with regard to storage and other charges incurred on such pro- 
perty where it was not actually taken over by the German 
authorities. Certain clauses of the agreement can only be carried 
into effect by the passage of legislation in Germany, but in the 
meantime it is to be applied without delay, so far as can be done 
by administrative action; no actual release of German property 
will be made, however, until the necessary steps have been taken 
in Germany, and the agreement has been ratified.—Zhe Times. 


Rio Tinto Strike Settled.—The employés’ strike at the 
Rio Tinto Copper Mines, Spain, has been settled following the 
intervention of the Minister of War. -The miners accepted the 
English company's conditions, but reserved the right to discuss 
certain points at a later date. 


Copper and Lead Prices.—Mxssns. F. Suitu & Co. 
report, January 4th :—Copper (electrolytic) bars, £83 10s, 10s. 
decrease ; ditto sheets, no change; ditto wire rods, $99 10s, 10s. 
decrease; ditto H O wire, 1s. }3d., Pad. decrease. 

Messes, JAMES & SHAKESPEARE report, January 5th :—OCopper 
bars (best selected), sheets, and rods, £130, $2 decrease. English 
pig lead, £25 5s., an increase of 158. on last week's quotation, ` 
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. District Joint Board. —At a meeting of the Home 
Counties (No. 9 Area) District Joint Board, held on December 22nd, 
1920, it was reported that the following members had been nomi- 
nated by the H. P. E. A. to sit on the employé’ side: —Messrs. H. M. 
Bowman and A. T, Bullen (Bedford); F. Chignell (Colchester) : 
H. A. Kell (Luton); and E. E. Pope and H. Wilson (Maidstone). 
Mr. Wilson was elected vice-chairman, and Mr. Bullen will act as 
secretary for the staff members’ side | 


Demand for Plaut in S.A.— The South African Engineer 
and Electrical Review, in the course of a trade article, states that, 
as regards electrical plant and supplies, reporte received from 
public bodies all tend to indicate that there is still a shortage, and 
that plant on order for very long periods has not yet been delivered. 
Moat of the leading municipalities are not only unable to give 
extended supplies of electricity, but are still, with difficulty, coping 
with the existing demand with no reserve for emergencies. With 
regard to electrical goods, the market has been glutted with 
certain lines, sueh as lamps, which were orer-imported in 1918 by 
speculators, but in most lines, such as heating and cooking 
apparatus, telephones, conduits, &c., supplies have been at times 
unprocurable at any price. One municipality reports finding it 
cheaper to use high-pressure steam pipe than ordinary electrical 
steel conduit. Apart from the difficulty of getting ‘delivery of 
machinery against old contracts, it has been found almost impos- 
sible during the year to place orders in the United Kingdom. In 
spite of the adverse rate of exchange, America has taken practi- 
oally every important order for large plant owing to the apparent 
inability of British manufacturers to quote firm either for delivery 
or price. At the present time public bodies are faced with the 
choice between paying what seem prohibitive priees and turning 
down all schemes for extended activities. 


Trade Disceuuts in Canada.—The following extract 
from the Electrical News (Teronto) shows that a question which 
is agitating retailers in thie country is equally acute in the 

- Dominion :—" Sell electrical appliances as they do postage stamps.” 
The manager of a large central station company has jast written 
us regarding the retailing of electrical appliances through hard- 
ware and drug stores. It is typical of many suoh expressions of 
opinion whioh one hears on all sides. This manager writes: — It 
is a orying shame the way wholesalers, distributors, &o., sell elec- 
trical goods to hardware shope, plumbing shops, tinsmiths and 
others not in the electrical business— even to consumers—at the 
same discounts given to berd fide electrical shops. These peop'e 
then sell those goods as a side line at practically nothing above 
cost, as a drug store sells postage stamps, simply to attract the 


public, This results in the public getting the impression that the . 


electrioal shops are charging exorbitant prices. Furthermore, the 
hardware men and others frequently have below-standard goods 
foisted on them, whose poor quality eventually does ar injury to 
the electrical business as a whole. What is needed is co-operation 
between representatives of all electrical men, from the manu- 
facturers down to the retailers." 


ee 
LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Aberdeen.—Prorosep EXTENSIONS.—A a meeting of 
the Electricity Committee on December 22nd, a scheme for the 
extension of the electricity works was examined. The proposals 
eomprised the installation of a 10,000-kW turbo-alternator at a 
cost of £77,000; two boilers with economisers, forced and 
induoed-draught apparatus, &c., £60,000; two motor converters 
of 1,000 and 1,500-kW capacity, 418,000; high and low- 
pressure switchgear, Ko., £10,000; a 60-ton electrical orane, 
6,400; and necessary alterations and extensions of buildings at 
an estimated cost of 420,000, making, with allowance for oon- 
tingencies, a total of £210,540. The Committee was inclined to 
& ve the suggestions, but decided to make further investigation 

ore finally sanctioning them. 


Áccrisgton,.—ExTENsIONs.— The following items are 
included in the scheme of extensions laid before the Electricity 
Committee, involving the expenditure of £150,000 :—Engire 
house: 5,000-kW  turbo-generator, condenser and auxiliaries, 
foundations and flooring, steam exhaust and water piping, 
switchgear and cables, two 1,000-kW rotary converters and 
switchgear. Boiler-house: Four 25,000-lb. water-tube boilers, 
superheaters, economisers, atokers, and coal-handling plant, boiler- 
house alterations, foundations and ash tunnel, steam feed and 
blow-off piping, valves, &o., two feed pumps and connections, The 
report has been adopted. The Electricity Commissioners are being 

ed to sanction the loan. 


Australia —SypNey PLANT OVvERLOADED.—The out- 
spoken statement made by the city electrical engineer that the 
Council was responsible for the over-loading of the power-house 
because of its persistent refusals to get him the plant he asked 
for, was borne out by a report from the Electric Lighting Com- 
mittee, presented to the City Council. The report stated that an 
accident occurred on October 12th to one of the turbo-alternators 
at the power-house, which resulted in the stripping of the high- 
pressure blading of the turbine. The temporary loss of this 
machine placed the department in a serious predicament, The 
defective blading had been cut out, and work was being carried on 
day and night to get the machine into service again, It wa. 


hoped to replace the blading from spare b'ading in stock. The 
machine was one of the older sets, and was getting into very bad 
condition. ''The condition of this set," the report concluded, 
"and the aocident which has ocourred emphasises the urgency of 
installing new plant to relieve this plant as quickly as possible." — 
Daily Telegraph (Sydney). r 

CoAL BHORTAGE.—The city electrical engineer has informed 
the Council that it is impossible to generate electricity economi- 
cally until a coal mine is purchased. The Council is, there- 
fore, inviting offers of ooal-bearing properties capable of 
supplying at least 6,000,000 tons, and also of eontrolling interests 
in other mines. MEE 

The fall in metal prices and the extension of the shipping 
strike are affecting all the dove-tailed industries and ously 
reducing employment. Victoria and other States are unable 
to obtain supplies of coal from Newcastle, and are on the verge 
of a coal famine. The Federal Government has prohibited 
the use of gas and electric light and power except within severely 
restricted hours, while the Railway Administration is preparing a 
35 to 50 per cent. reduction of the train services. Melbourne is 
threatened with the suspension of all tramway traffic after sunset 
and on Sundays.— The Times. i 


Barnes.—Loan.—The Urban District Council is apply- 
ing for sanction to a loan of £10,000 —the estimated cost of mains 
and services for the ensuing three years. l 

Birkenhead.— WATER Power.—A scheme to utilise 
water from the town's reservoir in North Wel s to generate 
electricity is being considered by the Town Council, says 7e Times. 
Ten million gallons of water are released daily at the reservoir, 
and it is proposed to use the water power to generate electricity, 
which will be conveyed a distance of 40 miles to Birkenhead and 
Wirral by means of an overhead transmission line, . , 


Bentley (Verk).— Housma | ScHEME.—AÀt a meeting 
of the Bentley-with-Arksey District Council recently, minutes 
approved included the prospective lighting by electricity of 
houses at Arksey. Inquiries had been made of the Doncaster 
Corporation, and quotations were considered. It was decided to 
ask the Corporation to undertake the wiring from the sub-station 
to the houses, and that if it deolined, the Housing Commissioner 
should be asked to allow the cost of wiring to go for subsidy as 
part of the housing scheme. In default of any concession from the 
Corporation, Messre. Barber, Walker & Co. were to be asked to 
estimate for supply of eleotricity. It has since transpired 
Doncaster Corporation is reconsidering the matter. = 


Bingley.— LOAN.— The District Council is applying for 
power to borrow £1,500 for the provision of further new electricity 


. Maine and services. 


Birmlagham.— NECESSITY FoR ExTENSIONS.—O wing to 
financial stringency, the Finance Committee, in a special report to 
the City Council, stated that it oould not at present authorise 
further expenditure on housing schemes or upon the reoently- 
sanctioned extension scheme of the Electric Supply Committee. 
The Electric Supply Committee urged the imperative necessity of 
putting the extension scheme in hand. It pointed out that the 
erection of the first portion of the Nechells works, with a net 
plant capacity of 30,000 kW, was authorised by the Council on 
July 31st, 1918. Although efforts had been made to preas forward 
with the works, the plant would not bə ready for servioe until the 
autumn or winter of 1921. The department had had to impose 
oertein restriotions on consumers, and it had upon íts books 3,500 
applications for supply, including large and small works, business 
premises amd private houses, but it could not, with its present 
limited plant capacity, deal with new business, Various measures 
had been taken by the Committee to alleviate the difficulty by 
temporarily supplementing the souroes of supply, but it had proved 
impossible to provide adequate facilities to meet the requirements 
of present and prospective consumers, The report further pointed 
out that the existing plant was working to its full capacity, and 
that when any breakdown occurred the remaining plant had to be 
overloaded, or the supply curtailed. This state of things could not 
continue indefinitely, and the Committee recommended that it be 
authorised to proceed with the scheme at once. 

U.S.A, Loan.—The possibility of the Oorporation having to 
consider the raising of a loan in the United States of America is 
foreahadowed in the report of the Finance Committee which was 
presented to the City Council on Tuesday last. If further con- 
tracts are to be entered into, such as those for the new electric 
power station and the housing scheme, the treasurer advises that 
such a step may be necessary," says the report. 


Brazil.—WaATER Power.—A concession was granted in 
1907 to an American firm for a hydro-electric plant on the Para- 
guassu River, says the United States Consul at Bahia in his latest 
report. The conceasion was later transferred to the Companhia 
Brazileira de Energia Electrica, a subsidiary of the American firm. 
A natural fall on the Paraguassu River has been used to generate 
5,000 h.p., and it was hoped at the time of writing that the plant 
would be inaugurated during the latter part of 1920. The company 
will supply the city of Bahia with light, as well as power for the 
tramway system. It also expecte to supply power to a number of 
the local manufacturing firms and sugar refineries, thus reducing 
the demand for coal and fuel. 

A hydro-electric plant was recently inaugurated by the Companhia 
Valenca Industrial. It is built on the falls of the Una River, 
and besides supplying power for the textile factory of the above- 
mentioned company, it will supply the oity of Valenca with 
electric light, 
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Canada. Ex PORT or Enercy.—The Hydro-Electric 


Power Commission of Ontario desired to prohibit the export of 
electrio energy to the United States, but this did not receive the 


Government's approval. As an alternative, a reduction hae been 
effected in the export licences from 110,00) kW. to 80,000 kW. 


Contineatal.— SPATN.—A new company has lately been 
formed in Barcelona, with a capital of 15,000,000 pssetas, and the 
title La Sociedad Termo-Energia, to exploit certain lignite mines 
and to generate and distribute electrical energy. 


Dorchester., —PURCHASE or UwpERTAKING.—The Cor- 
poration is applying to the Electricity Commissioners for a special 
order to authorise the Dorset Electric Supply Co., Ltd., to sell to 
the Corporation the electrio supply undertaking and to authorise 
the Corporation to generate and supply electricity. 


Downton . (Wilts),—Isquiny.—An inquiry was held 
recently by the County Council into an application of the Parish 
Council for a loan of £650 for public lighting by electricity. The 
supply was offered by the Southern Tanning Co., Ltd., subject to the 
provision of mains by the Council. It was stated that the supply 
gia not be available for private use. Objection was made on 


the ground of increased 
would not be lighted.. 
Dumdalk.—RxPoRT uron  ExTENSRIONS.—Mr. P. A. 
Spalding, engineer and manager of the electricity works, has pre- 
sented to the Urban Council a report on proposed works extensions, 


which, he states, ste urgently i aie New plant is eatimated 
to cost from £15,000 to £20,000 


-Dundee,—PosrTION oF UsDERTAKING.—Mr. Richard- 
son, the Corporation eleotrical engineer, reports that he hopes to 
have new plant installed by the end of April at Carolina Port 
which will meet next winter's demand. For the winter of 
1932-23 further steam plant, estimated to oost half a million 
pounds, would be needed to meet the requirements of consumers. 
Theo machinery would have to be ordered at onoe., The Corpora- 
tion Electricity Committee discussed the possibility of a hydro- 
eleotrio scheme being developed to meet the city’s requirements, 
and the engineer stated that under the most favourable ciroum- 


stances such a scheme could not be ready before the lapse of four 


or five years. The Oommittee instructed Mr. Richardson to submit 


& report on steam plant, and also agreed that Prof. A. H. ` 


Gibson and Mr. Richardson be invited to report as to the best 
methods for future extension of the city's generating resouroes and 
also on the hydro-electric proposals, 


Electricity Districts.—W xsT RIDING (AIRE AND bes 


—The Electricity Commissioners have extended the time for the . 


submission of objections or representations to February 28th, 1921. 
NogTH-EAsS? MIDLANDS.—The time for the submission of obj eo- 
tions or representations has been extended to March 31st, 1921. 


Enniskillon.—ELECTRIO LIGHTING INvgsTIGATION.—IÍn | 


view of the proposed increases in the charges for gas, the Urban 
District Council has retained the services of an expert to advise it 
as to the feasibility of establishing a municipal electric lighting 
scheme, 


Falkirk.—Housk LianurrNG.—On the recommendation 
of the Oorporation electrical engineer, the houses being erected by 
the Town Oouncil are to be supplied with electricity, a y OP RYMER 
of cabling being adopted. ' 


Heston amd Isleworth.—[NCREASED LIGXTING.—The 
Lighting Committee reports that in view of the very small saving 
it finde to be effected by the non-lighting of one-third of the 
electric street lamps in the district, it has given instructione for 
the whole of these lamps to be lighted. 


Leeds.—Loan.—Application is being made to the 
Electricity Commissioners for sanction to borrow £40,000 for 
house services. 


.— INSURANCH.—Àt a meeting of the Lighting 
Committee, the electrical engineer reported that when the turbine 
was installed, the Committee considered it preferable to set aside 
450 a year as a Belf-Insuranoe Fund instead of insuring with an 
insurance company, and suggested the same course should be 
adopted with regard to the two motor converters to the extent of 
£25 per annum each; the Committee recommended that this 
suggestion be adopted. 

Glasgow.— Loan.—The Corporation is applying to the 
Electricity Commissioners for authority to borrow an additional 
&1,800,000 for the Electricity Department. 

New TURBO-GSNERATOR.—Tho Clyde Valley Electrical Power 
Co. is erecting at its Olydemill power station a 15,000-kW 
tarbo-generator. A 33,000-V inter-connecting cable between the 
Olydemill and the Yoker generating stations is being laid. 


Halifax.— Extansions RECOMMENDED.—The Electricity 


Committee recommends the expenditure of nearly £40,000. Of 
this 428,000 is for two new boilers at the generating station. 


Kingussie,-— ELECTRICITY  ScHEME. — Mr. Mitchell, 
Edinburgh, has to the Town Council in connection with 
the proposed electricity scheme for the town. There are three 


schemes put forward :—Power from the Guynack Burn and Loch 


Guynack ; power from the River Tromie; and the installation of 
oil or gas engines, The oost of the schemes is estimated by Mr. 
Mitchell at 48,820, 411,521, and 46,570 Fespeoti vel, 


rates, and also because th» entire parish | 


Leyton,—PARLIAMENTARY Birr.—-The Urban District 
Council proposes to promote a Bill during the ensuing session of 
Parliament, one of the sections of which seeks to extend the 
Council's powers with respect to the electricity undertaking. 


Machyalleth.—Poniic LianHriNG.— It is reported that 
the Kinema Co. has intimated that it is prepared to provide elec- 
tricity for lighting the whole of the town. 


Malta.—INADEQUACY OF PLANT.— It is stated that the 
Government electricity plant is unable to meet the demands made 
upon it, and orders for new plant are being placed immediately in 
an endeavour to be able to cope with the next winter's load. 


Newmill (Yorks.).—JorNT ELECTRIC LIGHTING SCHEME. 
—A meeting of representatives of the Newmill, Farnley, Shepley, 
and Thurstonland Councils has been held to consider the question 
of a joint electric lighting scheme. The local representatives 
reported that it had been decided to obtain electric power in bulk 
from the Yorkshire Electric Power Co. 


Oldham.—OVERLOADED PLANT.—W hen complaints were 
made regarding the electricity supply, Mr. F. L. Ogden, electrical 
engineer, told the Committee that the cause was the overloading of 
the direct-current plant, and he advised that there should be no 
more connections made this winter. The department: meee no spare 
plant, and they were running at a risk. 


New Zealaad.—H v pRo- ELECTRIC REQUIREMENTS.—Àn 
eleborate statement regarding the development of hydro-electricity 
was given by the Minister for Public Works in an address to 
the New Zealand House of Representatives. The appropriations 
for the current financial year are set out in the Estimates as 
follows :—Arapuni scheme, £100 000; Mangahao scheme, £250,(00; 
Horahora scheme extension : New works, £80,000; material for 
atock, £10,000; working expenses, £10,000; Lake Coleridge 
soheme: New works, £160,000; material for stock, £10,000 ; 
working expenses, £22,500; Survey and investigation of other 
schemes: North Island. £16, 000; South Island, 415,000 ; total, 
£662,500; less lestimated credita on capital iaccount, 27, 500, 
leaving a net total of £655,000. The expenditure during 1919- 20 
on the various schemes amounted to £ 58, 970.— Reuter's Trade 
Ssrrice (Wellington). 


Perth.—INTERVIEW WITH COMMISSIONERS.— The city's 
£25,000 scheme for the introduction of additional plant st the 
Corporation' s electricity works is still in abeyanoe, pending the 
decision of the Electricity Commission. Reporting on an interview 
he hai had with & member of the Commission, Mr. John Lambert, 
the electrical engineer, stated that amongst the questions discussed 
was that of introducing three-phase into the city, in which con- 
nection it had been pointed out to him that Perth being particu- 
larly a residential town, scope for producing a Jarge industrial load 
was very limited. The electricity worke, it had been further con- 
tended, having been designed as they unfortunately were, such an 
extension would be a most expensive venture, and one that could 
not give an adequate return for the outlay it would entail. The 
installation of coal elevators was also discussed. The Corporation 
Electricity Committee has deferred consideration pending the 
receipt of the Commission's finding. 


South Africa.—PoRT Evizaneta.—The City Council 
is to borrow £550,000 for public works, one of the items being 
£200,000 for extension of the electricity undertaking, mains, &o. 
(including amount already spent). 


Sonthend.— House SxRVICOES.— It was stated by the 
electrical engineer, at a recent Council meeting, that the cost of 
connecting consumers to the mains had risen from 33 10s. in 1914 
to £8 4s. The Council has decided not to pay the cout of these 
services out of revenue, as hitherto, but is reeking permiasion to 
borrow £24,(00 to cover the cost for a period of years. 

CAUSE OF FAILURE.— The chairman of the Electricity Com- 
mittee informed the Council, at a meeting, that the cause of a 
recent failure of power, resulting in a stoppage of the tramway 
services, was the extremely bad coal delivered to the works. He 
stated that this had actually extinguished two of the boiler 
fires. A deputation was appointed to meet the Chief Coal 
Controller. 

ENGINEER'S VINDICATION.— Owing to the criticism of the Elec- 
tricity Committee regarding the present inadequacy of the electri- 
city undertaking, the borough electrical engineer (Mr. Robert 
Birkett) has been forced to vindicate his position in the matter 
through the columns of the local Press. He states that he has 
done everything in his power and promises that the position will 
soon be improved. 


Stalybridge.—JoivT SCHEME ÁhANDONED.—The Staly- 
bridge, Hyde, Mosrley, and Dukinfield Joint Tramways and E'ec- 
tricity Board has been endeavouring to arrange with the Ashton- 
under-Lyne Corporation to form a joint electricity undertaking, 
but the Corporation has made other arrar gementa, and the Board 
wil have to work on its own. The Board has authorised the 
engineer to get ar other water-tube boiler, as the increased load 
makes the provision of further steam-power imperatiye. The calls 
now being made are quite &bnormal and unexpected, but the new 
boiler will be the limit of capacity at the Tame Valley station. and 
the capital outlay upon the proposed new generating station at 
Hartahead is greater than can be undertaken at present, 
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Stafford.— Report on UNDERTAKING.—The Corporation 
has approved a recommendation of the Electricity Committee to 
retain the services of Mr. Arthur Ellis, of Cardiff, to prepare a com- 
prehensive report upon the electricity g at a fee of 
200 guineas, 


Stockport.—BREAKDOWN.—An accident at the elec- 
tricity works on December 80th, caused by a “ short on a 5,000-kW 
turbo-generator, resulted in a stoppage of the tramway services, 
and works using electricity. No electricity was supplied to any 


works until Monday. Thousands of workpeople were affected by 
the stoppage. 


Stoke-on-Trent.— Price Repuction.—The Staffordshire 
Sentinel states that the Electricity Supply Committee has recom- 
mended that from the meter readings at the end of the September 
quarter, 1920, and until further notice, the charges for motive 
power supply, heating, cooking, and apparatus used in conjunction 
- therewith, be reduced by 25 per cent., making 150 per cent. in all 
over tariff rates, except in cases where the supply is three-phase 
alternating, transformed on the consumer's premises; and that 
the charges for private lighting, upon which the present advance 
is 125 per cent., be reduced by 35 per cent., making in all 90 per 
cent. upon tariff rates, These reductions have been made possible 
by the profit made during the past year, and it is stated that the 
accounts will still show a substantial profit when the reductions 
are put into force. 


Stourbridge. — ErLkcTRIOITY Districrs.— The Town 
Council has decided to lodge objections to the proposed inclusion 
of the borough in either the North-West or South-West Midlands 
Electricity Districts, 

United States. — Fog» HypRo-ELECTRIO ScHEME.— 
Messrs, Henry Ford & Son, Ino., have applied for a licence to 
authorise the construction, operation and maintenance of a hydro- 
electric power plant on the site of the Government dam at Green 
Island for the purpose of utilising the surplus water at that point 
for a motor manufacturing plant. Router: Trade Service 
(Troy, N.Y.). 


Wigton.—WonkHousE PLANT. The Board of Guardians 
has decided to lay down a steam plant capable of providing eleo- 
tricity for ligbting the workhouse, and also for heating the 
institution at an estimated cost of 41,600. 


Wrexham.— Housse LiamrrNG.— The Town Council is 
applying for n to borrow £14,700 for the provision of an 
electricity supply to the 800 houses being built by the Council. 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Continental.—F'RANCE.—A concession granted to M. 
Ooignet some time ago for the setting up of a tramway network in the 
ent de l'Yonne, has now been transferred to the Omnium 
Française d'Electricité Co., which, with its ample means, will soon 
carry the scheme to a conclusion. This company has also received 
the authorisation to submit plans for the utilisation of the water 
resources of this region, estimated to be equal to about 20,000 h.p., 
and for the distribution of electrio energy. 

SPAIN.—The Norte Compania has submitted a scheme for the 
electrification of the Barcelona to Tarragona line. The works 
were to be commenced at the beginning of the present year and 
ended, if no interruption oocurred, in 1923. Other schemes are 
being examined, among which is the electrification of the Barcelona 
to Saragossa Railway. Another large undertaking, work on which 
was retarded during the war, owing to inability to secure material, 
is about to be taken in hand. This is the electrification of the 
highland section of the Pagarés. The first portion to be converted 
is 42 km. in extent, and the highest part of the track is 1,270 metres 
above sea-level. This line is very often covered with snow, and 
difficult to operate with steam traction. 


Guernsey.— ELEcTRIC VEHICLES.—We understand that 
Mr. A. G. Bird, A.M.I.E.E., engineer and manager of the Guernsey 
Railway Co., Ltd., is considering the feasibility of adopting electric 
roed vehicles suitable for carrying loads of from 4 to 5 tons each. 


Halifax.—TuHRoucH-RuNNING or Cars.—The Tram- 
ways Oommittee have authorised the engineer to enter into 
arrangements with Bradford Corporation for the running of the 
Bradford railless electric battery cars through from the Bradford 
tramway system to Halifax, in connection with the carriage of 
parcels between the two towns. 

The engineer and a deputation are to negotiate with the 
Brighouse authorities with regard to the establishment of a system 
of electric signals on the Halifax tramway route in Brighouse 
area. 


Holland (Lines.). — Light RALLWAT SCHEME. — 
Having received the unofficial approval of the Ministries of 
Transport and Agriculture and Fisheries, the plans for the 
proposed light railways have been completed. The estimated oost 
of the entire scheme is given as £548,000, which is to be 
apportioned as follows among the authorities oonoerned : 
Holland County Council, £423,000; Lindsey County Council, 
£45,000; Oambridgeshire, £48,000; and the Soke of Peter- 
borough, £32,000. 


Londom.—Tusk BREAKDOwN.—Some delay was caused 
on the City sand South London Railway line on Tuesday morning 
last by the breakdown of a train at Kennington. 


Newcastle-under-Lyme.— PROPOSED CURTAILMENT OF 
ScHEME.—A notification having been received from the Parlia- 
mentary agents of the North Staffs. Railway Oo. stating that it 
was intended to apply for powers to abandon the construction in 
part of the light railways authorised by the North Staffs. Railway 
(Trentham, Newcastle, and Silverdale Light Railways) Order, 1914, 
the Rural District Council has decided, in view of the advantages 
whioh the railway would confer in the conveyance of passengers 
and goods, to disapprove of the abandonment of;the schemes. 


South Shields,—Licur RAILLWAT ORDER.—Under the 
South Shields Corporation Light Railway Order, 1920, authority is 
given for the construction of a light railway within the areas of 
the county borough and the rural district of South Shields, 


Salford. YEAR’8 WoRkING.—The gross income of the 
Corporation tramways for the year ended March 31st, 1920, was 
£495,025, as compared with £425,384 in the previous period. 
gross profit amounted to £119,528, as against £130,883. After 
payment of capital charges, a net profit of 437,610 (442,672) 
remained, of which amount £320,000 was allocated to rate relief. 
The depreciation and renewals fund shows a balance of £22,171. 


-Sonthport.—TRAMwAY Fsepers.—The insulation of 
the feeders of the Oorporation tramways has perished, and the 
borou zh electrical engineer reporte that it is necessary either to 
re-insulate them and re-lay them at an estimated cost of £14,950, 
or to place overhead feeders on the tramway poles at a cost of 
£5,200, less an estimated credit of £2,600 for the sale of the old 
material, the existing tramway poles being utilised after being 
strengthened by means of reinforced ouncrete. The Electricity 
Committee has instructed the engineer to proceed with the latter 
arrangement. ö 


Warrington.— PRO POSED FARE INcREASE.—To put the 
tramway undertaking on a sound economic basis, the Tramways 
Committee has recommended a 2d. fare on all routes, with 1d. 
stages. 


Wrexham.—Licaur RaILWAY.—Àt a recent meeting of 
the Town Council a letter was read from the Clerk of the County 
Council etating that an interview had been held between the Light 


light railway, and whether they would support the schemes 
financially. It was decided to call a conference of local authorities 
concerned in the Wrexham -to -Ruthin scheme. — Manchester 
Guardian, 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Austria.— FINANCIAL Position.—A Reufer’s Trade Servire 
telegram from Vienna states that Austria's State finances are in 
the most precarious condition, and the Government is experiencing 
the utmost difficulty in finding the money to meet current expendi- 
ture. The telephone and telegraph employós and other State 
officials are clamouring for increased pay. Both telegraph and 
telephone charges were to be raised some 250 per cent. on 
January lat. 


Canada.—StaTE TELEGRAPHS.—With New Year's Day 
the Canadian Government will complete the biggest telegraph 
merger in the history of the Dominion, which will include the 
extinction of several companies organised largely with English 
capital. The new merger will make one of the largest single 
telegraph systems in existence, comprising the Great North- 
Weatern, Grand Trunk, Grand Trunk Pacific, Canadian Northern, 
Inter-Colonial Railway, and Commercial systems, with a number 
of amaller companies, and the name in future will be the Canadian 
National Telegraphs. The new system will be conducted on 
similar lines to the national railway system, under an organ- 
isation as free from political influence as is possible to any 
Government-owned concern, while with the merger a number of 
changes of methods are announced which will tend to promote 
economy and co-ordination of services.— Daily Telegraph. 


Continental Telegraphists’ Strike.— The “ keep-to-the- 
rules " strike of French telegraphists, which we referred to in our 
last issue, is, says the Daily Express, spreading rapidly on the 
Continent. Italian, Spanish, and Belgian officials are falling into 
line with their French colleagues. The chaotic condition of the 
Paris telegraph offices has become worse. There has been only 
one hour of telegraphic communication with Italy. All other 
telegrams, charged for at the usual rates, have been sent by post. 
Hundreds of telegrams from Italy for England arrived in Paris 
by post. Twelve hundred and fifty telegrams were posted there for 
London on December 23rd, and the post baskets for Berlin, Ham- 
burg, and Mayence were full of official telegrams, It now takes 
24 hours for a telegram to be delivered in the French provinces, 
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France.—GUrDING AEROPLANES BY WIRELESS. — A 
French engineer, M. Henri Detable, claims to be tie inventor of 
an aeroplane which can be flown without a pilot, being guided by 
wireless telegraphy, says the Evening News. A claim for the 
invention has been made by an American. Detable says he 
completed his machine during the war, and several trials were 
made. The e was guided in the air with nothing in it but 
a bag of ballast, and it was able to rise from the ground and land 
again with perfect safety. He adds that he was unable to exploit 
the idea through lack of capital. 

A number of French Depaties have tabled a Bill to institute a 
separate budget for the postal, telegraph and telephone services, 
which would thereby cease to be a Government department, and 
could be administered separately on business lines. 


Germany.— BERLIN-BRUSSELS TELEPHONE COMMUNICA- 
TION.—The Ministry of Posts states that the restrictions on tele- 
phone communication between Germany and Belgium were 
removed on January 1st, from which date pre-war conditions of 
communication were re-established. The fee for a three.minutes' 
conversation between Berlin and Brussels is six marks ninety 
pfennigs, and for urgent calls three times this amount.— Rewter's 
Trade Service (Berlin). 


Greece.— TELEGRAPH Rates.—The telegraph authorities 
announoe that from the 1st inst. the rates for telegrams to Greece 
and Greek islands were inoreased by id. on those shown in the 
Post Office Guide. 


Poland. — SWEDISH TELEPHONE Co.—The Telefon 
Aktiebolaget Cedergren, whose concession to handle the telephone 
system of Warsaw expired on November Ist, 1919, has obtained a 
renewal co a period of 20 years, together with important new 
concessions for several other Polish towns, including Lodz and Lem- 
berg. It is stated that a Polish company will be formed to deal with 
these concessions, all the shares of which will be held by the Govern- 
ment and Telefon Aktiebolaget Oedergren. The share capital of 
Telefon Aktiebolaget Cedergren is Kr. 4,500,000, and is entirely in 
the hands of the Swedish-Danish-Russian Telephone Co., whose 
share capital amounts to nearly Kr. 22,000,000.--Reuter's Trade 
Serviso (Stockholm). 


Spain.—Fmr.—It is reported that a serious fire at 
Segovia, 43 miled N.-W. by N. of Madrid, did extensive damage, 
and ruined 15 large buildings, including postal, telegraph, and 
telephone offices, 


Wireless Teiephony.—A proposal is under the con- 
sideration of the Mersey Docks and Harbour Board to establish 
communication between the Barlightship and the Dock Board's 
offices by means of wireless telephony. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


( Tho date given in parentheses at the end of the paragraph indicates 
the issue of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW in whioh the '' Official 
Notice” appeared.) 


OPEN. 


Australia.—SypNEY.—January 31st. Municipal Council. 
H.T. and L.T. cable (specification No. 628). Electric Lighting 
ent, Town Hall, Sydney. 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA.—P.M.G.'s Department. March 2nd. Tele- 
phone parts, Schedules 558 and 559; telegraph and telephone 
material, Schedule 560. (See this issue.) 


Belgium.—Commune of Ixelles at Brussels. 5,000-kW, 
5,000-V, 3-phase alternator, exciter and condenser. A copy of 
the specification (in French) may be seen on application to the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Room 48), 35, Old Queen Street, 
G. W. I. 

January 19th. The Belgian Post and Telegraph authorities at 
Le Salle Madeleine, Brussels. Supply of telephone commutators 
and other telephonic apparatus. The specification (No.«545) may 
be obtained for 1.75 francs from above address. 

ANTWERP.—February lst, Municipal authorities. Transformer 
set with switchboard for a transformer cabin at the docks, Copies 
of the specification may be obtained for 3 francs from the Hotel de 


Ville, Antwerp. 


Edinburgh.— January 24th. Electricity Supply Depart- 
ment. Circulating water pipes and valves for the Portobello 
generating station, Specification No. 30. (See this issue.) 


Halifax. — February 3rd. Electricity Department. 
Twelve months’ supply of stores, including electric lighting 
fittings and accessories, cables, V.I.B., and phosphor bronze, tele- 
phone wire, e.h.p. and l.p. cables, meters, &o. (See this issue.) 


Iadia.— MEERUT. — January 17th, 1921. Government 
of United Provinces h ectrical installation. Generating 
station equipment, including workshop equipment, H.T. trans- 
mission and distribution (overhead equipment, including poles), 
sub-station equipment, pumping station equipment and piping, xc. 
Mr. G. MoHoey, sanitary engineer to the 
Provinces, Allahabed, —Zlewer's Trade Service (Bombay). 


Government, United . 


London.— HAMMERSMITH. — January 21st. Electricity 
Department. Three or more water-tube boilers capable of supply- 
ing 150,000 Ib. of steam per hour. (See this issue.) 


Manchester.—January 24th. Electricity Committee. 
Six motor-driven circulating-water pumps; three motor-driven 
boiler feed pumps and one motor-driven pump for weight-tank 
sump. (December 24th.) 

January llth. Tramway Committee. Electric welding equip- 
ment for the welding of tramway rail joints. J. McElroy, Manager, 
55, Piccadilly. 

Natal.—DvuRBAN.—January 26th. Corporation. Supply 
of telephone cable, paper sleeves, concrete pipes, and various 
telephone and miscellaneous accessories and materials. 

February 16th. One 1,000-kW rotary converter with trans- 
formers and switchgear, Specifications of the above may be 
consulted on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, 
Old Queen Street, E.C. 


New Zealand. — NAPIER. — January 17th. Borough 
Oouncil. One 500.-kW electric generating set. Copies of the 
Specifications and blue prints may be seen at the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, S.W. 


Rhodesia. — SALISBURY. — January 13th. Municipal 
Council, Electric generating plant, switchgear, cable and ocon- 
verters. Specification (£3 3s.) from the Oouncil’s Consulting 
Engineer, Royal Chamters, Johannesburg. A copy of the specifica- 
tion may be consulted at the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Room 48), 35, Old Queen Street, 8.W.1. 


South Africa.—JoHANNESBUBRG.— January 31st, 1921. 
Rand Water Board. Supply and erection of steam boiler, super- 
heater, stoker, economisers, &o., steam turbo driven centrifugal 
pumps, condenser, &c., for the Swart Kopjes pumping station. 
Copies of the specifications, &o., and forms of can be seen 
on application to the Machinery Section, Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 8.W. 


CLOSED. . 


Blackpool.—Electricity Committee. Park Royal Engin- 
eering Co., for switches in connection with the h.p. switohgear for 
8 N chambers, and the Metropolitan- Vickers for h. p. 
s 


Halifax.—The Tramways and Electricity Committee. 


Recommended :— i 
Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd.—Two cross-type marine boilers superheaters 
stokers, chimneys, and fans, at electricity works; £28,840. 
E. Green & Son, Ltd.— Two economisers, each consisting of 240 tubes, for 
above boilers ; £4.498. 


Invergordon (Ross-shire).—Electrio light installation, 
the Academy; E. Spell, £194. 
London.—STEPNEY.—Electricity Committee. Accepted: 
Coal supplies— 
8,000 tons Ibstock 'D/8 nuts, at 24s. 1d. per ton; 8,000 tons Hawkins Can- 
nock ed slack, at 23e. 9d. ton; 2,000 tons West Cannock nutty slack, 
&t 44s. 8d. ton; 5,200 tons Walsall Wood washed beans, 45e. ton.—E. 
Foster & Co. One barge 1 in. Peasley slack, 24s. Id. per ton.—Brad- 
bury, Son & Co., Ltd. 190 tons Cowdenbeath rough slack, at 586, 7d. 
per ton ; 240 tons rough small, 45s. 6d. —E. Foster & Co. 


Cable— 
3 mile 00 sq. in. lead-covered cable, £74 10s. ; 4 mile each twin and S-core 
armoured cable and 4 mile O04 M 8-core armoured cable, £829.— 
W. T. Henley's Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. 


Morecambe.—Blectricity Committee. Tudor Aocumu- 
lator Co.—Repairing battery at the East Street battery station, 
£291. 

Manchester.— Electricity Committee. 


High and low.pressure valves.—Dewranoe & Co., Ltd., J. Blakeborough 
and Sons, Ltd i : 

High and low-pressure piping.—Aiton & Co., Ltd. 

Overhead distribution work on the Gorton Mount and Mount Road 
Housing Estates.— British Insulated and Helsby Cables, Ltd. 

Cable.—G. N. Haden & Sons, and Pirelli-General Cable Oo., Lid. 

Electric tipping truck, —Electromobile (Leeds), Ltd. 

Transformers at Barton Power Station.— Metropolitan-Vickers Elec- 
trical Co., Ltd. 

Sub-contractors: Oil-coolers and oil pumps, Power Gas Corporation, 
Ltd., and Pulsometer Co. " 
Two transforming plants at Stuart Street and High Street sub-stations.— 

Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. 
8ub-contractors : Fans, Davidson & Co., Ltd. 
Transformers at Oldham Road “B” sub-station.—Ferranti, Ltd. 
Bub-contractors: Fans, Davidson & Co., Ltd.; moters and switchgear, 
British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 
Water screening plant at Barton Power Station. F. W. Bracket & Co., 


Sub- contractors: Driving chains, Brampton & Co., Ltd.; reducing gear, 
Northern Manufacturing Co. ; motors and switchgear, Metropolitan- 
Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd.; lifting tackle, Young & Co. 

Motor generator plant, &c., at Barton Power Station. Bruce Peebles 
and Co., Ltd. 

Sub-contractors: Rotor starter and switchgear for motor, G. Ellison and 
Co.; shunt-fleld regulator and generator, Bray, Markham & Reiss. 
One battery '" milking" motor-generator and switchgear, &c.—General 

Electric Co., Ltd. 
One pressure-testing motor-generator and switchgear.—Electric Con. 
struction Co., Ltd. 


Salford.— Electricity Committee. 


One 190 kVA transformer, £300; one 600 kVA ditto, £1,182; one 6,620 V 
switch cubicle, £266; spare and rotor parts for No. 2 turbo-alternator, 
£4,400.—Metropolitan- Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. 


Stirling.—Town Council. Electrical work for 12 
months ; W. and T. Marshall. 


| | ! 
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Turbine Furnace Contracts.—The Turbine Furnace 
Co., Ltd., of 5, Budge Row, London, E.C. 4, have received an order 
for two sets of turbine furnaces for Baboock typs boilera, from the 
Hexham Electricity Supply Co., of Hexham. 

Wellingberongh,—Board of Guardians. Cable and elec- 


tric light wiring, laundry ; Wellingborough Electric Supply 
Co., £170. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Junior Institation of rs.— Friday, January 7th. At the Caxton 
Hall, Westminster. At p.m. Lecturette on '' The Indicator: Its Use 
and Application," by Mr. H. G. Pusey. 

Friday, January 14th. At Caxton Hall, Westminster, S W. At 8 p.m. 
Chairman’s address, ‘‘The Tides: Their Cause, Effect and Use," by Mr. 
B. E. Dunbar Kilburn. 


ham snd District Electric Club.—Saturday, January 8th. At the 
pend Hotel, Colmore Row. At 7 p.m. Presidential address, by Mr. A. C. 
ynne. 

Royal institution of Great Britein.—At Albemarle Street, W. At 8pm. 
Christmas  Lectures—'' The Haunts of Life"—by Prof. J. Arthur 
Thomson :—Saturday, January 8th. ''Ths Conquest of the Land.“ 
Tuesday, January llth. ‘The Mastery of the Air.“ 


Institation of Post Office Electrical Eogineers (London Centre’.— 
Monday, January 10th. At the Royal Society of Arts, John Street, Adelphi. 
At 5.80 p.m. Paper on ‘Four-wire Telephonio Repeater Systems," by 
Mr. C. Robinson. 

Electrici Commissioners.—-Tuesday, January llth. At the Town Hall, 
Bristol. Inquiry with regard to the West of England Electricity Distriot. 
Institute of Marine Engiaeers.—Tuesday, January llth. At the Institute, 
d Minories, E. At 6.80 p.m. Paper on '' Electronomy,'' by Mr. W. B 

vers. 
tion of Engineers. in-Cherge. Wednesday, January 12th. At St. 
Bride s Institute, Bride Lane, E. C. At 7.80 p.m. Paper on Pulverised 
Fuel,“ by Capt. F. S. Shaw. 


British ignition Apparatus Association.—Weinesiay, January 12th. At 
' he Trocadero Restaurant, Piccadilly Circus, W.1. At 7.80 p.m. Annual 
inner, 
Manchester Wireless Soclety.—Wednesday, January 12th. At the Albion 
Hotel. At 7.30 p.m. Dissussion on "High Frequency Currents.” To bs 
opened by Mr. J. McKernan. 


Paisley Association of Electrical Eogineers.— Wednesday, January 12th. 
At the Technical College, George Street. At 7.80 p.m. Paper on ''The 
Progres; of Lighting,” by Mr. C. J. Gregg. 


Eoyal Society of Arts.—Wednesday January 12th. At John Btreet, Adelphi 
W.C. At 8 p.m. Lecture on- "Industrial Fatigue," by Dr. C. 8. 
Myers, F. R. S. 


Chelmsford Engineering Socie Thursday, January 18th, At the East 
Anglian Institute of Araca At 7pm. ` Paper on Poly phase Induc- 
tion Motors,“ by Me. P. Huggins. 

Belfast Association of Engineers. — Thursday, January 18th. At the 
Municipal Technical Institute. At 6 45 p.m. Paper on Railway Con- 
struction in France during the War," by Major R. M. McCreary. 

Institution of Electrical Engineers.—Thursdsy, January 18th. At the 
Institution of Civil Engineers, Great Gasorge Sreet, SW. At 6 p.m. 
Twelfth Kelvin Lecture, * Electrons,” by Sir Wm. Bragg, F.R.S. 

; North - Midland Centre. — Tuesday, January llth. At the Hotel 
Metropole, Leeds. At7 p.m. Visit of the President, Mr. Li. B. Atkinson. 
Scottish Centre.—Tuesday, January llth. At the North British 
Station Hotel, Edinburgh. At 7 p.m. Paper on Range of Wireless 
Btations," by Capt. R. C. Trench. 

,Dündee Sub-Centre.—Monday, January l0th. At the University 
College Engineering Depirtment. At 7.30 p.m. Lecture on ‘Electric 
Driving of Jute Factorles, by Mr. W. Suteliffe. 

.. South-Midlaad Centre.— Wednesday, January 12th. At the Univer- 
sity, Birmingoam. At 7 p.m. Ordinary Meeting. 

Sco tish Centre 'Stadents' Section).—Friday, January l4th. At the 
Royal Technica! College, Glasgow. At 7.30 p.m. Paperon“ Alternati^g 


P 
Rent Sr a a to Direct Current for Distribution and Supply,“ by Mr. 
Birch. 
Edinburgh Electrical Society.—Friday, January I4th. At the Philosophical 
then At 8 p.m. Paper on gome Notes on Cables," by Mr. W. F. 
ell. 


National Association of Supervising Electricians. —Saturday, January 15th. 
At the Holborn Restaurant. At6. p.m. Annual dinner, 

The Electrical Contractors’ Association.— Wednesday, January 19th. At 
the Connaught Rooms, Great Queen Street, W.C.9. Annual dinner. 


NOTES, 


The “Electrical Review" Index. — The Index to 
Vol. LXXXVII of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW, which will shortly be 
printed, will be supplied only to those who, through the post, 
specially apply for it. To euch it will be supplied for 6d.. post 
free. Any reader or advertiser, at home or abroad, who requires a 
copy for binding or for other purposes, is asked to make early 
application therefor to the Publisher, ELEOTRICAL REVIEW, 
4, Ludgate Hill, London, E.C. 4. 


British Oll.—At the recent meeting of Messrs. Oilfields 
of England, Ltd., it was stated that drilling for oil had begun at 
Kelham, Notts. 

An isolated “ pocke:" of oil has been struck at Heath, near 
Chesterfield, in the same district as Hardstoft, where oil has been 
flowing slowly since May, 1919. 

A British company is reported to have obtained oil concessions in 
Thrace from the Greek Government. ; 


Correction. — In our leaderette on Electric Supply 
Agreements with Local Authorities,” on p. 834 of our Jast iss ue, 
the ninth line from the end was acoidentall y dropped. The sentence 
should read: It was apparently supposed by the local authority 
in making the agreement that it had authority to indicate to the 
Supply Company what it should charge private consumers.” 

Fire.—A fire occurred at Mesers. Crompton & Co.’s works 
at Chelmsford on Tuesday night, an isolated building, used ag an 
oil and paint stores, and its contenta, being partially burnt out. 


The manufacturing shops were not affected and no delay will be 
occasioned to the orders in hand, 


Service Notes.—It is officially intimated that Naval 
electricians who are within three yearsof completing theirservice for 
pension, or within three years of completing their first engage- 
ment, and do not wish to re-engage, will not bə required to 
requalify at the Torpedo School. Should they decide to re-engage 
they will have to re-qualify. The following warrant telegraphists 
have been appointed to the ships named :—Mr. G. Cadman, to the 
destroyer Stuart, flotilla leader; Mr. C. E. Robson, to the Victory, 
Nelson's old flagship at Portsmouth ; and Mr. R, P. MaoDonald, to 
the destroyer Spencer—all from New Year's Day. 


Educational. — VEHICLE Drivers’ EXAMINATIONS, — 
The fifteenth annual examinations, organised by the Commercial 
Motor Users' Association, with the object of encouraging drivers 
to take a personal interest in the driving and condition of their 
vehicles, will be held during the last week of April next, Says The 
Times. Hitherto confined to London and the Home Counties, these 
examinations will now be open to any driver in Great Britain, and 
will be held in various provincial centres, They will be divided 
into three classes, each with sub-cl:8ses for steam, patro), and 
electric vehicles. Full particulars may be obtained from the 
General Secretary of the As. o»iation, 50, Pall Mall, S.W. 1. 

Six Chinese naval officers are taking a two years’ course in 
practical wireless telegraphy at the Ma'coni works at Chelmsford. 


Fatallties.— On December 24th, an employé of Messrs. 
Jonas & Colver, Ltd., of Sheffield, named Booth, was cleaning a 
part of a high-pressure switchboard, when he fell, and came into 
contact with the livé portion of the board, with fatal results. 
The firm was subsequently charged at Sheffield City Police Court 
with negligence, in that the power was allowed to be on the 
boird while work was being carried out. The firm pleaded " Not 
guilty,” and stated that the deceased man should have spoken to 
his superior before attempting to go inside the switchboard "' cage." 
A fine of £30 was imposed. 

While Alexander William Burnside (24), an electrician, residing. 
in Leith, was engaged measuring a wall at the sub-station of the 
Atlas Steel Foundry, Rathgate, his head came in contact with 
charged wire, which caused instantaneous death. "E 


The Housing Problem and Smoke Abatement.—The 
Ministry of Health has issued an interim report of the Committee 
on Smoke and Noxious Vapours Abatement (Cmd. 755, price 2d. 
net), which has b:en submitted with a view to securing the adop- 
tion of improved methods of heating in connection with the great 
housing schemes which are now in progress. This Comm ttee Was 
originally appointed in 1914, but its operations were interrupted by 
the war ; it was reappointed in J anuary last. i 

The report points out that at least 50 per cent. of the total smoke 
nuisance is due to domestic chimneys —even in industrial areas — 
and that domestic soot is more deleterious than f soot, 
because it contains more tar. Evidence is quo'ed showing that 
&moke has a sericus effect on the health of the community, on the 
growth of plants, on live stock, and on buildings. The extra cost 
of hcu:ehold washing in Manchester, compared with Harrogate, 
allowing for the difference in population, ie stated to be no less 
than £290,000 a year for fuel and materials alone, disregarding 
labour. Various methods of heating are considered, and electricity 
is commended for cooking and heating, but “the high price at 
present charged for electricity in many localities” is regarded as 
an objection to its adoption ; no mention, however, is made of the 
high price of coal and gas, or of the fact that the relatire cost, and 
not the absolute cost, should be considered. Central heating by 
steam or water is commended ; it has been carried out in some 
important housing schemes. Where the heating installation is con- 
centrated, the cost is said to be almost the same as the cost of a 
separate installation in each house, and the upkeep and running 
expenses can be covered by a rent charge of ls. per house per 
week, which in the case of tenement houses or blocks can 
be reduced to 6d. It is recommended that not more than 
one coal grate should be installed in any bouse built 
with the aid of the Government subsidy, and that the 
Central Housing Authority should decline to sa-ction any 
scheme in which specific provision is not made for the adoption 
of smokeless methods of supplying heat; the practice followed 
by some municipal authorities of overcharging for gas and elec- 
tricity in order to secure profits for the relief of the rates is 
condemced. 

We may remark that the use of electricity in connection with 
many of the new housing schemes is hindered by the low prices 
quoted by the gas suppliers for equipment, doubtless with the 
intention of recouping themeelves by way of the charges for gas, 
whilst on the other hand, electricity supply authorities are not 
making efforts to meet this form of competition by offering a low 
tariff for heating and cooking. We commend to the notice of the 
latter the admirab!e example of the North - East Coast companies, 
whose electric houses at Billingham were described in our issue 
of October 29th, 1920. Material economies can be effected in 
the oost of the buildings by the omission of fireplaces and flues, 
and the provision of electrical apparatus for heating and cooking, 
as well ar, of course, for lighting, should add very considerably to 
the attractions of the new houses. 


Russlan Sclentists.—We have received from the 
British Committee for Aiding Men of Letters and Science in 
Russis, a letter inviting subscriptions to a fund for providing 
literary and scientific men in Rassia with the works they need ; 
they have seen no Enropean publications since the revolution. 
Cheques made out to the Treasurer, Mr. C. Hagberg Wright, should 
be addressed to the above Committee at the British Science Guild 
Offices, 6, John Street, Adelphi, W. O. 2. 
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The Federated American Engineering Societies. — At 
the first meeting of the Council on November 19th, Mr. 
Herbert Hoover, former Food Administrator and president 
of the American Institute of Mining and Metallurgical En- 
gineers, was elected president of the governing body, the 
American Engineering Council. The meeting was attended 
by delegates from all but one of the 21 charter-member societies 
and by some representatives of bodies that expect to become 
charter members. 

One of the first activities of the new body will be a survey 
under Mr. Hoover's direction to determine quantitatively tho 
amount of waste motion in industry. Included in this survey 
wil be the threefold waste in production occasioned by (1) 
intermittent employment, (2) non-employment arising in shift- 
ing industrial currents, and (3) strikes and lockouts. 

t was decided to elect only 20 members of the executive 
board of the Council, leaving four vacancies to be filled by 
other societies which might later become charter members. 
On the basis of membership the national societies were entitled 
to 14 members on the board and the local regional and State 
organisations to the remaining six places by districts. Wash- 
ington, D.C., was chosen as the place to establish head- 
quarters. It was decided to extend unti! July Ist, 1921, the 
time within which societies may become charter members. 

A report by the committee on plan *nd scope indicated a 
number of activities, many of which were inherited from the 
nit, petia Council, in which the new organisation could 
well engage. The executive board appointed Mr. L. P. Alford 
as its temporary secretary. 

It is reported that the American Society of Civil Engineers, 
which voted not to become a charter member of the Federated 
American Engineering Societies, has taken steps to hinder 
the functioning of the new American Engineering Council 
E S il by trying to perpetuate the old Engineering 

uncil. 


British and American Generating Practice.— One of the 
main objects of the recent tour of the U.S.A. which was 
made by Alderman Dagnall, chairman of the Manchester 
Electricity Committee, and Mr. S. L. Pearce, the city's elec- 
trical engineer, was, says the Manchester Guardian, to ascer- 
tain if any desirable points in American practice could be 
incorporated in the design of the new Barton generating 
station. In an interview which Mr. Pearce gave to a repre- 
sentative of the above-mentioned newspaper, he is reported 
to have said that whilst he came across many features that 
could be embodied in the Barton scheme, he saw nothing 
to induce him to fundamentally alter the lay-out. The station 
with its 150,000 Kw. total capacity compares with the Du- 
quesne station, at Pittsburg, U.S.A., of 360,000 kw. ultimate 
capacity supplied by six 60,000-kw. sets. Large American 
generating sets have not been a complete success, and there 
is a tendency to proceed more slowly and generate with sets 
of a more moderate capacity. The explanation given was 
inability to obtain proper materials during the war period. 
No faults in design are admitted, but Mr. Pearce is not 
prepared to accept that statement. He, however, states that 
the Americans are much keener on extracting the utmost 

wer from their boiler houses. There is much likelihood, Mr. 

earce thinks, that pulverised coal will become the boiler 
fuel of the future. Americans are ayating the results of 
the trials in the Milwaukee stations; in Manchester they may 
wait, or investigate on their own at Stuart Street later on. 
It is certainly a thing we shall have to consider.” 

Another matter that interested me," said Mr. Pearce, 
" was the public steam-heating systems in many American 
cities, particularly in New York and Detroit. We have done 
a little bit of warehouse and office block heating from Dickin- 
son Street with exhaust steam, and have tried to make it 
a by-product supply from the power station. They started 
in exactly the same way in the States, but they found out, 
as we found out, that it is next to impossible to run the 
supplies of electricity and steam together, because the loads 
are not coincident with the times of demand. In America 
they have now independent steam-heating stations, owned 
and controlled in some cases by the electrical companies.” 
Mr. Pearce sees no reason why something of the sort should 
not be done in Manchester, though the great difficulty would 
be to find room under the streets for the steam pipes; however, 
the boilers at the Dickinson Street station could well be used 
for the purpose when that station ceased to be required for 
generating purposes. It would be difficult to dogmatise from 
American experience as the cenditions there were so different. 
The electrical undertakings im the States were operated by 
companies—it was an exception for the municipality to own 
and control the public utility services—and m all intercon- 
necting schemes the companies acted in a spirit of voluntary 


co-operation. A striking example was in Ohio where some- 
thing like 500,000 kw. of power was interconnected. The 
outstanding scheme, however, was the interconnecting of the 
whole of the electrical undertakings on the Atlantic seaboard 
from Maine to Washington—an area 400 miles long and 150 to 
9000 miles wide. ‘ The thing that struck me," said Mr. 
Pearce. was that it apparently paid certain undertakings 


to shut down their own plant and buy power from stations 
^0 or 90 miles away." In cable transmission, said Mr. Pearce, 
America was 10,000 volts behind this country in pressure— 
28.000 against 33,000—but overhead transmission there 
ranged from 33,000 volte to 165,000 volts, and contracts had 


been placed for overhead lines to operate at 220,000 volts. 
This country, however, was much restricted in the use of over- 
head transmission, and whilst not ruling out entirely the 
possibility of its use in South-east Lancashire, Mr. Pearce 
expressed the opinion that it would be found possible to 
use the cable system for higher pressures than 33,000 volts. 
He doubted whether the requirements of the particular area 
would ever call for a higher transmission voltage than 
66,000. The transformer sub-station in the States, Mr. Pearce 
proceeded, was usually of the outdoor type, and the apparatus 
was built to withstand all atmospheric conditions. No build- 
ings were required. Manchester would no doubt adopt the 
system to a limited extent. America’s choice in converter sub- 
stations was between two types—the remote controlled and 
the entirely automatically operated—the object of both designs 
being to cut down operating expenses. It was almost uncanny 
to see in those converter stations machinery working with 
the same certainty of proper movement as if a skilled attendant 
were in charge. America, generally speaking, was very keen 
on automatic control, and the human agency in the working 
of telephones was being replaced as quickly as the newer 
system could be installed. Enormous contracts were in hand 
all over the United States. 

An interim report by Ald. Dagnall and Mr. Pearce, very 
much on the same lines as the foregoing, was received and 
approved by the Electricity Committee on January 5th. 


A Remarkable Test.—To convince an Australian buyer 
of the efficiency and durability of their Elect iron, the Electric 
Heating Co, George Street, Croydon, arranged tbe following 
test :—A 6-lb. iron was mounted on a wood plank 14 in. wide and 
4j in. thick, and the current was switched on. In 13 hours the 
iron, which had become a white-hot mass of metal, had burned ita 
way through the board, and although the wooden handle was 
destroyed and the nickel plating removed, the element was as 
sound as before the test and the following day a pint of water 
was boiled on the iron. 
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The illustration shows the board and the iron after the test. 
We are told that the test was successful in convincing the buyer 
of the excellence of the “ Elect " iron. j 


Water-Power Notes.— Some useful notes on the points 
to be taken into consideration when choosing sites for water 
turbines are given in a leaflet issued by Sir W. G. Armstrong, 
Whitworth & Co. The first is the determination of the head, i.e., 
the vertical distance between headwater and tailwater level, also 
stating if possible the variations of the head and tail water levels ; 
(2) what h.p. is required, and into how many units the total power 
is to be divided ; (3) available water supply in cubic feet per 
second ; (4) is there always sufficient water, or is the supply liable 
to run short? (5) is the water supply clean, or does it contain sand 
or other foreign matter? (6) what has the turbine to drive, and is 
there any particular desire for a special speed ? (7) is a horizontal 
or vertical sbaft turbine required (bevel gears must be avoided if 
possible)? (8) is the water led to the turbine through a pipe line or 
an open flume ! (?) how long is the pipe line, and is the diameter 
decided upon ? (10) what is the height from the turbine to low 
water level (the suction head for Francis turbines ought not to 
exceed 20 ft. vertical. The altitude at which the turbine is to be 
installed is a factor)! (11) if possible give a sketch showing the 
site, and also one showing the position of the power station in 
connection with the pipe line, flume, tail race and dam ; (12) in 
the case of small unite, is an oil pressure governor required, or will 
regulation by band be resorted to ? 
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Appointments Vacant. — Borough electrical engineer 
(4400), for the Limerick Corporation ; charge engineer, for the 
Paisley Corporation Electricity Department ; teacher of electrical 
engineering, for the East Ham Technical Institute Evening 
Classes ; accounts clerk (£234), for the Wolverhampton Borough 
Council Electricity Department; relief charge engineer (80s. + 
war bonus, at present total remuneration about £8 5s.) for the 
L.C.C. Tramways Department ; junior assistant, for the Borough 
of Bacup Electricity Department; gas engine attendant and 
electrician. for the Sheffield Water Works; temporary charge engi- 
neer (Is. 113d.), for the Aldershot Urban District Council Electricity 
Works; plumber-jointer, for the Stepney Borough Council Elec- 
tricity Department; assistant engineer (£300), for King’s College 
Hospital ; 1.t. plumber-jointer, for the Wolverhampton Corporation 
Electricity Department. See our advertisement pages to-day. 


INSTITUTION NOTES. 


lastitution of Electrical Engineers.—INrogRMAL MEETING.— 
An additional informal meeting will be held on January 24th, for 
the purpose of discussing in what ways the Institution oan be 
made more useful to its members. This will give an opportunity 
to members who made suggestions at the recent meetings in con- 
nection with the increase of subscriptions to put forward their 
views on the subject. | 

As it is expected that the attendance at this meeting will be 
larger than usual, arrangements have been made for it to be held 
at the Institution of Civil Engineers, at 6 p.m. (instead of at the 
Chartered Institute of Patent Agents, 7 p m.). 

NogTH MIDLAND OENTRE.—At the first meeting of the 1920-21 
session of the above Centre, which was held on December 14th, 
the chairman, Mr. C. J. Jewell, announced that Mr. Ll. B. Atkinson, 
president of the Institution. had promised to address the members 
of the Centre at Leeds on January 11th. 


Association of Engineers and Managers of Electrical Under- 
takings in Anstralla.— The third annual Conference of this Asso- 
ciation was held in Adelaide, from October 5th to 8th. Reports 
were received from Committees appointed to draw up standards 
ot low-pressure line insulators and consumers’ service fuses. 
gOommittees were appointed to draw up standards for line insulators 

or 6,000 V, also for standard line construction for Australian condi- 
tions. The next Conference is to be held at Hobart, in November, 
1921.—Australian Mining Standard. 


The Faraday Soclety.—At the annual general meeting, on 
December 13th, 1920, the following officers and Council were 
elected to serve for the coming year :— 

President.—Prof. F. W. Porter, F.R 8. 

Vice- Presidents. —Wr. W. R. Cooper, Prof. C. H. Desch, Dr. J. A. 
Harker, O.B.E.. F.R.S., Mr. Emil Hatschek, Prof. T. M. Lowry, 
C.B.E., F.R.S., Dr. E. H. Rayner, Dr. G. Senter. 

Treasurer.—Mr, Robert L. Mond, F. R. S. E. 

Council.— Dr. A. J. Allmand, Dr. H. Borns, Prof. W. C. McC. 
Lewis, Mr. Harold Moore, O. B. E., Prof. J. R. Partington, Mr. C. C. 
Paterson, O. B. E., Prof. A. O. Rankine, Sir Robert Robertson, F. R. S., 
Sir T. Kirke Rose, Dr. W. Rosenhain, F. R. S. 


Iron and Steel Institute.—The annual meeting of the Institute 
will take place on Thursday and Friday, May 5th and 6th, at the 
Institution of Civil Engineers. 

The latest date for receiving applications from candidates for 
election is March 10th. 

The annual dinner will be held on May 5th, at the Connaught 
Rooms, Great Queen Street, W.C. Particulars of the coat of the 
dinner and details of the arrangements will be circulated later. 


OUR PHRSONAL COLUMN, 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
technical or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
alse electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements, 


The New Year Hononrs.— Amongst the recipients of honours in 
the list published on January lst we notice the following :—SIR 
W. BEARDMORE, Bart., to be a baron; BIR JOSEPH HEWITT to be a 
baronet, for notable services rendered in the Coal Controller's 
Department; Mr. P. R. BYLANDs, President, and MR. E. F. 
OLDHAM, Deputy Chairman, of the Federation of British Industries, 
Mn. A. R. DUNCAN, Coal Controller, and Capr. L. DE L. WELLS, 
late Chief Officer of the Metropolitan Fire Brigade, to be 
knights; CoL. J. W. PRINGLE, Chief Inspecting Officer of 
Railways, Ministry of Transport, to receive the C.B.; Mr. G. R. 
OLABKE, O. B. E., Indian Civil Service, Director-General of Posts 
and Telegraphe, to receive the C.S I.; MR. W. H. Massey to receive 
the M.V.O. (Fourth Class). Practically every profession except 
engineering, as usual, is well represented in the list; in fact, 
Sic W. Beardmore and Mr. Massey appear to be the only members 
of the engineering fraternity whose names are in the list. 

On December 31st SIR THOMAS WILLIAMS retired from the post 
of gsmeral manager of the L. & N.W, Railway. He will become a 
member of the Board of Directors. Asked by a representative of 
Lhe Times what he considered the most far-reaching change in the 
railway in his experience of nearly 50 years, he said that this was 


the electrification of the line to Watford. His successor is MR. 
ARTHUR WATSON, of the L. & Y. Railway. 

Halifax Tramways Committee, in re-affirming a previous 
decision (referred back by the Town Council) to appoint Mr. J. W. 
GALLOWAY, tramway engineer, as general manager, at a salary of 
£70) for one year—the matter then to be re-considered—has also 
recommended that £250 per annum, for three years, be paid to 
Mr. J. D. CAIRD, traffic manager, who is not, in consequence of 
illness, fit to resume his duties, and that at the expiration of such 
period the question be reviewed. 

Bolton Town Council General Purposes Committee has decided 
not to grant applications made by Oorporation officials in the 
electricity, tramway, and other departments for increases of 
salary, on the ground that the position was sufficiently met by the 
grant of the Civil Services war bonuses recommended by the 
National Whitley Council last May. 

Mn. H. Canty-THomas, A. M. I. E. H., has been appointed to a 
commission in the Regular Army. with the rank of Captain, for 
duty with the Royal Corps of Signals. Captain Carey-Thomas, 
who held a commission prior to the war in the London Army 
Troops, R. E. (T. F.), served in France continuously from October, 1914, 
to May, 1918, and was mentioned in Lord (then Sir John) French's 
dispatch of January, 1916. In May, 1918, he was appointed 
Assistant Director of Army Signals at G.H.Q. the Forces in Great 
Britain, with the rank of Lieut.-Colonel, and at a later date held 
= sppointmėnt of Chièf Signal Offioer, H.Q. Western Command, 

eater. 

Me. R. H. CRIDdR, B. So. (Eng.), has left Messrs. Electro-Metals, 
Ltd., and joined the Harding Co. as a specialist in pulverised 
coal and iadustrial grinding. 

Stepney Borough Council General Purposes, Staff and Education 
Committee recommends that in consideration of the extra work 
performed for the electricity undertaking by the borough 
treasurer, a sum of £100 per annum be pad to him as from 
April 1st last ; and that in lieu of the salary and bonus now being 
paid to MR. A. J. SQUIRE, the deputy commercial manager in the 
electricity supply department, he be paid a consolidated salary of 
£700 per annum, as from June Ist, 1920, rising by annual incre- 
ments of £25 to £750. 


Obltuary.— Mn. C. J. GALE—The death occurred on December 
29th, of Mr. C. J. Gale, secretary of the Topsham EL. Co., Ltd. 
He was 55 years of age, was a member of the Topsham Parish 
Council, and a Past-Master of the Brent Lodge of Freemasons. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTBRED. 


G. W. Higgins & Sons, Ltd. (172, 253).— Private company. 
Registered December 24th. Capital, £3,000 in £1 shares. To carry on de 
business of shop fitters, cabinet makers, u holsterers, builders, painters, de- 
corators, sanitary and electrical engineers, ke The permanent directors ‘are : 
G. W. Higgins (governing director and chairman), 22, Connaught Street, W. 2; 
S. G. Higgins (managing director), 33, Pope's Grove, Strawberry Hill; Mrs. 


F. TURRIM 22, Connaught Street, W.2. Registered office: 34 Connaught 
Street, W. 2. i 


Controls, Ltd. (172,218).—Private company. 
December 23rd. Capital £1,000 in £1 shares. 

makers of and dealers in flexible wire and rod controls, throttle and ignition 
controls for internal combustion engines, gear and hrake controls for auto- 
mobiles, motor and other cycles, aircraft, ship telegraphs, and switchboards 
mechanical, electrical, and consulting engineers, &c. The subscribers (each 
with one share) are: W. Mair Rolph, 66, Piccadilly, W., engineer; F. Hay, 
9, Lincoln's Inn Fields, W.C., solicitor. W. M. Rolph (director of Hatchetts 
White Horse Cellars, Lid., Simms Motor Units (1920), Ltd., Standard Insulator 
Co., Ltd., and Gerrett & Co., Ltd.) is permanent governiny director, with 


£200 per annum as remuneration, Secretary: L. S. Thompson. Registered 
office : 66, Piccadilly, W. P gister 


Women Engineers. 


Registered 


To carry on the business of 


Atalanta, Ltd., has been registered 
with a nominal capital of £10,000 in £1 shares. The objects are: To carry 
on the business of manufacturers of and dealers in automobiles, motor and 
other cycles, carriages, and electrical appliances, engineers, founders, smiths, 
machinists, &c. The formation of the company was suggested by members 
of the Women's Engineering Society, to utilise the available services of 
women skilled in different branches of the engineering profession. The first 
directors are: Hon. Lady Katherine Parsons, 6, Windsor Terrace, Newcastle- 
on-Tyne; Hon. Lady Eleanor G. Shelley-Rolls, 21, Eaton Square, S.W.; Miss 
Caroline H. Haslett, 46, Dover Srect, W. (secretary of Women's Engineering 
Society); Miss Annette Ashberry, 139, Ashby Road, Loughborough; Miss Dora 
W. Turner, 139, Ashby Road, Loughborough; H. Scofield, M.B.E., &c., The 
Technical College, Loughborough; W. P. Johnson, A. R. C. Se. (Lond.), &c., The 
Technical College, Loughborough. Minimum cash subscription, 60 per cent. 
of the shares offered to the public. Secretary: Miss Dora W. Turner. licitor : 
R. J. Evans, Midland Chambers, Princess Street, Wolverhampton. The office 
is at Atalanta Works, Selbourne Street, Loughborough. 


George Nobbs, Ltd. (172,328).—Private company. Re- 
gistered December 30th. Capital, £5,000 in £1 shares (3,000 8 per cent. cumu- 
lative preference). To carry on the business of manufacturers of and dealers 
in electrical appliances, &c. The subscribers are: C. G. Nobbs, 50 West Heath 
Drive, Hampstead, N.W.11, electrical engineer (1,000 ordinary shares); Mrs. 
F. E. Nobbs, 50 West Heath Drive, Hampstead, N.W.11 (5 ordinary shares). 


C. G. Nobbs is permanent governing director. Registered office: 89, Cleveland 
Street, W. 1. 


C. A. Besley, Bailey & Co., Ltd. (172,282). — Private com- 
pany. Registered December 28th. Capital, £6,000 in £1 shares. To take over 
the business of C. A. Besley, Bailey & Co., of Hope Strect Lane, Cardiff. and 
to carry on the business of electrical, telephone, heating. sanitary, hydraulic, 
motor, gas, ventilating, railway, constructional, and general engineers, &c. 
The first directors are: F. Morgan, Dowlais Arcade, Cardiff; A. Jones, Dowlais 
Arcade, Cardiff; C. ) Esnouf, 14, West Bute Street, Cardiff; V. A. Bailev 
(managing director), Hope Street Lane, Cardiff, Solicitor: L. Francis, 12, 
Dumfries Place, Cardiff. 


Globe Engineering Co., Ltd. (172,285).—Private company. 
Registered. December 28th. Capital, £5,000 in £1 shares. To take over the 
business of electrical engineers carried on by Barraclough Bros., Ltd., at 
Perseverance Mills, Brighouse. The first directors are: R. M. Brooke, Elstree, 
Savile Road, Elland; A. Dean, 20, Elizabeth Street, Elland; A. M. Lawry, 


28. Heath Crescent, Halifax. Registered office: Perseverance Works, Hudders- 
field Road, Brighouse, 


Å 
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Dale & Hardy, Ltd.—Charge on certain moneys due under 
a contract, dated December 9th, 1920, to secure all sums due or to become 
due from company to the charges for goods, sold and delivered by them. 
Holders : Samuel Cutler & Sons, Ltd., 39, Victoria Street, Westminster. 


Rhondda Tramways Co., Ltd.—Satisfaction to the extent 
of £5,400 on December 9th, 1920, of charges dated March 24th, 1911, November 
13th, 1912, and March llth, 1913, Securing £250,000. 


Radio Communication Co., Ltd.—Satisfaction to the ex- 
tent of £15,000 on November 23rd, of mortgage dated April 28th, 1920, secur- 
ing £5,000, and further advances up to a maximum of £15,000. 


Laminated Gears, Ltd.—Issue on December 16th, 1920, 


of £600 debentures, part of a series already registered. 


Hale, Pearn & Co., Ltd.—Satisfaction in full on December 
23rd, of mortgage dated January 27th, 1920, securing £3,600. 


Electric Supply Co. of Victoria, Ltd. (66,059). Capital 
£325,000 in 175,000 preference and 150,000 ordinary xs of £1 8 es 
dated October 27th, 1920. 175,000 preference and 125,000 ordinary shares 
en up. £50,007 paid. £249,993 considered as paid. Mortgages and charges, 


Salford Electrical Industries, Ltd. (112,599) .— Capital 
preference and 10,000 ordinary shares of £1 each. Return 


£30.000 in 10,000 

dated November 30th, 1920. All shares taken up. £10,000 paid on the prefer- 

enc. £10,000 considered as paid on the ordinary. Mortgages and charges, nil. 
Anglo- Russian Engineering Co., Ltd.—Satisfaction to the 

extent of £500 on November 24th of debentures dated January 17th, 1917, 

securing £2,000. 


CITY NOTES. 


The directors’ report for the year ended 
Edison Swan June 30th, 1920, states that the profit for 
Electric Co., Ltd. the year was £111,570, pug £61,710 brought 
forward, making £173,281, out of which tho 

fottowing payments have been made: 


Interest on both classes of the debenture stock ... Mes ee - 
Seven per cent. dividend on participating preference shares to January 


Ast, 1920 d 


217,69 


Excess profits duty to June 30th, 1918, less munitions levy refund ... 16,615 
The balance of £131,976 is to be appropriated as follows :— 
Special munitions plant depreciation ... oe 2 ps bx T" 2,844 
Expenses of issue of ordinary shares .. 10,000 


Transfer to reserve ... T = is 15 5 S 5 T 9,000 
Dividend of 3 per cent. on participating preference shares (making 


10 per cent. for the year) sx s T m 3,000 
Provision for debenture stock sinking fund ... a ae a Ka 5,978 
8 

To be carried forward, subject to excess profits duty from june 30th, 
1918. and corporation profits tax ... f «i T aa .. 105,154 
131,976 


During the year under review the sum of £127,550 has been 
expended upon capital account, of which £460 is in respect of 
additional building land, £78,268 on buildings, and £48,822 
on plant and machinery. Extensive additions have been made 
to the lamp works, mainly to provide for the manufacture of 
casfilled half-watt lamps; the expenditure upon these buildings 
and their equipment amounts to £91,169. 


In tbe early part of this year the board entered into an arrangement with 
Messrs. Philips Glow Lamp Works, Ltd., of Eindhoven, Holland, whereby it 
mas been able to obtain the co-operation of that firm at the Edison-Swan 
works at Ponders End in the manufacture of all classes of electric lamps. 
The Philips” Glow Lamp Works, Ltd., possesses processes, plant, and machinery 
which have hitherto enabled it to manufacture lamps on the most economical 
basis, and of the very highest quality. Similar plant, machinery, and processes 
have now been installed for some months at the Ponders End works of the 
Edison-Swan Co., and although the benefits derived from this installation do 
nor, at the date of the balance sheet, reflect in the profits, they are becoming 
apparent, and should very considerably increase the profits in the future. The 
‘rectors are satisfied that the arrangement made with the Philips’ Glow Lamp 
Works, Ltd., will prove beneficial to the company, and under the terms of the 
agreement a separate company will be formed for the entire manufacture of 
electric lamps for the Edison-Swan Co., the necessary capital being equally 
contributed by the Edison-Swan Co. and the Philips’ Co. 

Arrangements have been entered into with the Sangamo Electric Co. of the 
United States. manufacturers of high-class electric meters, which they are 
Producing on an extremely economic basis, and which command a ready sale 
in all parts of the world. Under this arrangement a company is being 
formed im conjunction with the American firm, the capital being subscribed 
by that firm and the Edison-Swan Co., to manufacture similar meters at the 
Ponders End works of the Edison-Swan Co., buildings having been erected 
for the purpose at a cost of £25,000. 


During the period of the war and for some considerable time 
after the cessation of hostilities, the stocks of raw materials 
and manufactured goods had fallen verv low, and in order to 
eficiently carry on the company’s operations it has been found 
necessary to very largely increase these. For this reason, 
coupled with the heavy expenditure on new buildings, plant, 
&c., the prospective employment of further large sums in 
lamps, electric meters, and other stocks, it is necessary that 
additional capital should be provided. The position of the 
money market, however, is not sufficiently favourable to 
allow of an immediate issue, but so soon as it is possible it 
will he made. In the meantime it is necessary that the cash 
resources of the company should be conserved, and under these 
circumstances the directors regret that thev are not able to 
recommend the payment of a dividend upon the ordinary 
bares. and thev. therefore, propose to carry forward the sum 
ef £105.154, which will be subject to excess profits duty and 
corporation profite tax. Should the financial position become 
more liquid, the directors may be in a position to declare a 
Impensating interim dividend before the termination of the 

cial year. 


The Etablissements Maljournal et Bourron 
French report a gross profit on the working year of 
Companies. 6,139,140 fr., and a net profit of 1,345,789 fr., 
which, with the suin carried over from the 
previous year, ylelds an available balance of 1,360,907 fr. 
(against 775,707 fr. for the year 1918-1919). Out of this a 
dividend equal to that of the foregoing year is declared, 
namely, 12 fr. per share. All the items of the company's 
balance sheet show improvement, the aggregate for the year 
totalling 25,620, 248 fr., against 17,943,365 fr. in 1918-1919. 
The Syndicat des Mécaniciens, Chaudronniers et Fondeurs de 
France has published a resolution passed at a previous meet- 
ing that its manufacturing members, in dealing with their 
customers, were ready to return to all the usages of credit 
customary before the war, notably in the matter of accepted 
bills of exchange, presuming, of course, reciprocal equality of 
treatment on the part of their clients. To render this step 
effective the stamp duty (0.20 fr. per cent.) should, it says, 
be reduced, which would result in a larger return from this 
duty by reason of the greater volume of business which would 


result from the reduction. The Syndicat is an important body, 


numbering a thousand members scattered all over France, 
and employing over 250,000 workmen. The Lyons Chambre 
de Commerce and the chairmen of the Parisian Chambers 
have likewise drawn the Government's attention to the effect 
of this tax on restricting trade and the need for restoring 
complete freedom to commerce. Only measures of this kind, 
h is held, can stave off the oncoming general commercial break- 
own. 

The Brasilianiache Elektrizitate Gesell- 

schaft, of Berlin, which has a share capital 

of 5,000,000 marks, and whose assets are 
represented by the telephone system in Rio 
de Janeiro, reports general expenses and taxes in Berlin 
amounting to 158,000 marks for 1919-20, which sum has been 
debited to the Rio de Janeiro Tramway, Light & Power Co. 
The accounts show no profits, and a dividend has not been 
paid since 1915-6, when the shares were disposed of to a Cana- 
dian company. | 

The report of the Berlin Elektrizitats Werke A.G., of Berlin,. 
whose activity is now limited to that of acting as a trust 
for the A.E.G., states that the undertakings which the com- 
pany is interested in yielded satisfactory results in 1919-90. 
These include the Leopold Colliery, the Bitterfeld Electro- 
chemical Works, and certain supply companies. The accounts 
indicate net profits of 5,788,000 marks, as contrasted with 
4,781,000 marks in 1918-19, and the dividend is at the rate of 
10 per cent., as against 8 per cent. in the previous year. 

The shareholders in the Rheydt Cable Works Co. have just 
sanctioned an increase in the share capital of 10,000,000 to 
25,000,000 marks. At the recent general 3 it was stated 
that the augmentation was rendered necessary by the general 
development of affairs, and as an instance it was mentioned 
that while a stock of from 500 to 600 tons of copper cost 
600.000 marks before the war. a sum of from 15 to 18 millions 
of marks was now required for the same quantity. It was 
also stated that business had become more áctive in the past 
few weeks, and orders were now on hand for several months 
forward. 


German 
Companies. 


Stock Exchange Notices. — Dealings in the following 
securities have been specially allowed by the Committee under 
Temporary Regulation 4 (3) :— 

General Electric Co.—78,641 ordinary shares of £1 each, 
fully-paid, Nos. 2,083,335 to 2,111,975; and 22,891 74. per cent. 
B preference shares of £1 each, fully-paid, Nos. 1,600,001 
to 1,622,891. 

pU Committee has ordered the following to be officially 

uoted :— 
1 British Electric Transformer Co.—137,500 7 per cent. cumula- 
tive preference shares of £1 each, fully paid, Nos. 325,001 to 
462,500. mE 

Provincial Tramways, Ltd.—Final dividend of 10d. per 
share (making 74 per cent.) on the ordinary shares for the year 
ended September 30th. £10,000 is placed to reserve and de- 
preciation account, and £10,000 is provided for excess profits 
duty. 

Victoria Falls & Transvaal Power Co., Ltd.—Dividend at 
the rate of 6 per cent. per annum, less tax, on preference shares 
for the six months. | | 

British Electric Transformer Co., Ltd.—Profits for the 
half-year ended June 30th last were 436.344, as compared with 
the corresponding period in 1919 of £91,419. 


SHARES. 


TUESDAY EVENING. 


Tur New Year opened with strength in most of the Stock 
Exchange markets. There was a better tendency shown 
amongst the majority of stocks, due doubtless to the fact that 
money was being released from deposit and current accounts 
where it had lain, for window-dressing purposes,.up to the 
end of 1920. There is talk in the air of a possible reduction in 
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the Bank Rate, though in good quarters this revived expecta- 
tion is treated cautiously. The present 7 per cent. Bank Rate 
has been in force since last April, and the argument in favour 
of a reduction iu the rate is that such a step would fit in with 
the Government's programme for stimulating and encouraging 
trade in order to reduce unemployment, 

Buoyancy in the War Loan and other gilt-edged securities 

constitutes a useful platform from which the general markets 
of the Stock Exchange can step off to better conditions in the 
New Year. There is certainly more willingness than was dis- 
played last month on the part of the public to invest money 
in Stock Exchange securities. Forced liquidation has come to 
an end for the time being, nor is there much likelihood of its 
being renewed in the same measure at all events, as 
characterised the pressure of the last six months. "These 
things make for better markets, and while several ugly niggers 
remain in the hedge, Stock Exchange opinion is inclined to be 
optimistic, though tempered by the consideration that too great 
uncertainty prevails for the House to look for any especial 
expansion of business in the near future. 
. The Edison Swan Co. has greatly disappointed its share- 
holders by passing the dividend for the final six months of the 
year. Moreover, there is talk of a probable new issue before 
long. The company's profits for last year came to £111,500 as 
against £137,400 for the previous twelve months, when 10 per 
cent. was paid. Once again it 18 the money position which 
renders distribution of profits inadvisable. The directors state 
that should the financial position become more liquid, they may 
be able to déclare a compensating interim dividend before the 
termination of the current financial year. "This latter state- 
ment is regarded as being in the nature of consolation, and 
for its fultilment everything really depends upon the money 
position. The company did reasonably well last year, and in 
the ordinary way there would have been a dividend on the 
ordinary shares, but, as with the India-Rubber and various 
other companies which are issuing their reports just now, the 
necessity for keeping cash in hand over-rides the desirability 
of paying dividends to shareholders. 

This is the kind of thing which it may be feared wil. make 
itself unpleasantly conspicuous in reports and statements of 
industrial companies during the next few months. It comes 
about as the direct result of the deflation which one can see 
now clearly enough was bound to be one principal feature of 
war's aftermath. In addition, however, there is the factor of 
the coal strike to be taken into account. "This had the effect 
of holding up trade for several weeks, not only while the strike 
itself lasted but for some considerable period previously, when 
inanufacturers and others declined to enter into contracta, or to 
take on any risks except those which were absolutely neces- 
sary, having regard to the struggle forced by the coal-miners. 

Amongst the firmer markets which the New Year has 
brought must be included the market for Home Railway stocks, 
where numbers of rises have taken place during the past few 
days. So far, however, Undergrounds have not benefited, and 
there is not much doing in the stocks of the companies. 
Underground £10 shares are $ lower at 358. 

English Electric 8 per cent. six-year Notes, which were 
issued at 98, can be bought at 92 or a little cheaper, offering a 
return on the money of Sł per cent., with a full interest pay- 
ment due on July Ist. The Notes are redeemable in 1927 at 
103, or after 1923 at the same price. A similar yield can be 
obtained from the 5 per cent. debenture stock of the Metro- 
politan Electric Tramways, which stands at 53, with interest 
due April Ist and October Ist. Westinghouse Brake 8 per 
cent. first mortgage debentures, which came out at 95, can be 
bought at one or two points discount, giving a yield of 84 per 
cent. on the money, and being redeemable at par in 1944 or 
earlier. There is a sinking fund to be applied to purchases in 
the market, or to drawings at par. The 44 per cent. second 
debenture stock of the Brush Electrical Co. is on offer at 56, 
affording 8 per cent. on the money, and this is a perpetual 
security. Calcutta Electric 5 per cent. convertible debentures, 
which came out at 95, are obtainable at 934, giving 5j per 
cent. free of tax, equivalent to 73 per cent. on the money, 
allowing for income tax at 6s. in the £. These carry conver- 
sion rights into the ordinary shares, between June, 1922, and 
June, 1925, inclusive, at the rate of £7 10s. debenture for £5 
ordinary shares. In the preference list, General Electric 71 
per cent. B” shares can be bought at 18s. 9d. ex dividend, 
paying 8 per cent. on the money, the company's 6} per cent. 
„A preference at 17s. 3d. offering just over 71 per cent. 
County of London Electric 6 per cent. preference have come on 
offer at a little over £8.-thus offering 73 per cent. on the 
money, with dividends due in March and December. We men- 
tion these various issues as showing what is available in the 
markets for sound securities of the kind which may appeal to 
those who are putting away money for permanent investment 
at the beginning of the year. | 

Brompton ordinary are à down at 5%. South Metropolitan 
7 per cent. preference weakened to 138. 9d., and the 6 per cent. 
second preference to 128. City of London ordinary shares are 
1-16 easier at 21s. 3d., and these are the only changes in the 
electricity supply list. County of London remain at 74. It is 
ennounced that the company is seeking Parliamentary autho- 
rity to constitute its Darking supply into s separate under- 


taking. A meeting will be called to take the necessary powers. 
Amongst the manufacturing shares, Edisons fell to 88. 9d., on 
the lack of the dividend, but rallied again to 10s.; the 6 per 
cent. debenture stock at 70 is ex dividend. Siemens are easier 
at 2Us. 74d. Babcock & Wilcox went up 3-16 to 2 5-16, and 
most of the iron, steel and armament shares are disposed to 
harden. Armstrongs improved to 19s., and Vickers, in which 
there is apparently a bear position, recovered to l6s. 8d. after 
dipping to 148. 6d. the day after the recent meeting. 

in the cable group, Great Northerns gave way to 20, but 
apart from this, the general tendency is decidedly firm. Eastern 
stocks are all in demand, and it is diflicult to get the offer of 
any reasonable amount at the figures quoted in our lists. Mar- 
conis recovered to 2 5-16 ex the dividend. Better prices also 
have come into force for Radio Common at 98. 6d., and pre- 
ferred at 10s. Other Marconi shares are inclined to be a 
little better, though without any particular change in the 
prices. 

Anglo-Argentine Tramways first preference are quoted 23 ex 
dividend, and the 5 per cent. debenture is easier at 53%. 
Mexicans are quiet on the whole. Mexican Light and Power 
preferred at 224 is 3 points down, but the first e n bonds 
firmed up to 614. Other foreigners are unchanged. Dollar 


‘stocks have been fluctuating a good deal, and are lower on 


balance. One of the Stock Exchange features at the moment 
is a sharp recovery in rubber shares, owing to the suggested 
Credit Export scheme. This, if established, might have the 
effect of bringing in the long anticipated buying of rubber from 
Germany and Austria, to the clearing off of the accumulated 
stocks of rubber and the re-establishment of the industry on a 
profitable basis. Many substantial price-improvements have 
occurred this week, although actual business continues to run 
on very retail lines. 


SHARE LIST OF ELEOTRIOAL COMPANIES. 


Homes ELmOTRICITY COMPANINS. 
Dividend 


Jan. 4, Yield 
1918. 1919. 1931, Rise or fall. p.o. 
Brompton Ordinary.. eo ee 8 12 à 210 4 4 
Charing Cross Oraa T ee 4 q = 10 7 4 
do. do. do. 4$ 1. . 0 43 4$ = 8 8 8 
Chelsea.. ee ee oe „. B 4 = 6 B 0 
City of London o 7,» c B 20 IW — W 9 8 2 
do. do. 6 per cent. Pref... 6 8 17 on 617 2 
County of London .. ec e. 7 8 7 — 10 18 4 
do. do. 6 per cent. Pref, : : - p 10 0 
Kensington Ordinary ee ee = 
London Electric ee ee ee Nil 9 — 10 0 0 
do. do. ò per cent. Pref... : 1 = 10 18 3 
Metr litan.. ee ee ee — 
d. 44 percent. Pref. ..  €$ éj 2? xd - 815 8 
St. James’ and Pall Mall... . 10 12 - 913 0 
South London ee ee ee b 6 ame 9 19 0 
South Metropolitan Pref... — .. 7 7 9 — į 10 8 8 
Westminster Ordinary .. « 8 10 41 - 10 10 6 
TELEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES. 
lo-Am. Tel. Pref. ee oe 6 6 95 — 7 19 0 
= do. Def. e». oe 8388/8 13 1 +3 910 6 
Chile Telephone ee ee ee 8 6 — e$ 9 1 
Cuba Bub. Ord. ee ee ee 7 7 7 — *10 0 0 
Eastern Extension oe oe ee 8 10 1 Q7 615 7 
Eastern Tel. Ord. .. ee os 8 10 15 — 96 11 4 
Globe Tel. and T. Ord. ee T 8 10 14 — 6 16 7 
do. do. Pref. ee ee 6 6 ax» 71 3 
Great Northern Tel. ee o N 23 20 =æ à 11 0 0 
Indo-European ee ee eo 18 10 80 - 86 8 
Marconi ee ee ee . 925 96 2 + i = 
Oriental Telephone Ord. e» coe 10 12 93 — 6 4 0 
United R. Plate Tel. ee ee 8 8 5 — e$ 16 4 
West India and Panama oe 18 Nil 5 — Nil 
Western Telegraph. T ec 8 10 14 — 86165 7 
Hom Rins, 
Central London Ord. Assented .. 4 4 454 — 9 4 0 
Metropolitan oe ee ee ee 1 1 20 -— 8 0 
do. District - ee Nil N 1 — Nil 
Underground Electric Ordinary Nil Nil 1 — 3% Nil 
do. do. “A” Nil Nil l- — Nil 
do. do. Income .. b 4 603 = = 
Forgion Trams, 40. 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref. .. Nil xd -— 10 0 0 
* ao, i do. md Pref. .. Nil wh i 
do. do. 5% Deb. e. 5 5 6 —1 9 8 6 
Brazil Tractions .. iod .. Nil Nil -— Nil 
British Columbia Elec. Rly. Pfce. 5 5 56 = 818 4 
dc. do. Preferred a4 b — *5 6 3 
do. do. Deferred N 8 b - +6 10 10 
do. do. 1 4 oe ni Ni B = q n 0 
Mexico Trams 5 per cent. Bonds. — 
o. 6 m cent. Bonda.. Nil Nil Nå — Nil 
Mexican Light Common .. ee Nil Nil 16 — Nil 
do. Pref. oe ee Ni Nil 22 —8 Nil 
, do. Ist Bonds. ee Ni Nil 61 +1 Nil 
MANUFACTURING COMPANIES, 
Babcock & Wilcox .. oe e 15 15 8 tå 6 910 
British Aluminium Ord. ee eo 10 10 — 11 8 6 
British Insulated Ord. ee ee 194 15 1 = 10 18 3 
Callenders e 75 „ 25 15 1 — 10 18 2 
T Pref. .. ee ee 64 6 17/6xd — 7 8 7 
Castner. Kellner T ee oe 20 17 gixd — 713 9 
Crompton Ord. ee ee ee 10 10 16/6 -— 19 a 6 
Edison-Swan is ne oe 10 10 10! — — 
do. do. 5 per cent. Deb. 5 5 Ox d — 7 210 
Electrio Construction ee ee 10 10 16/6 am ll 8 6 
Gen. Elec. Pref. ee eo ee 64 17/8xd ben d 3 10 9 
do. Ord. ee ee ee 10 10 1 — *'8 8 5 
Henley ee ee ee ee oe 25 15 — 9 4 8 
do. 4% Pref.. oe oe eo 4$ 44 hers 740 
India-Rubber . se eo ee 10 10 ay — 
Met.-Viokers Pre ee — oo o — 8 1 - 9 9 4 
Siemens Ord... ee ^ e ee 10 10 1s — K *9 14 2 
20 20 2¹ om 66 14 8 


Telegraph Con. ee ce ee 
* Dividends paid free of Income Tax. 
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CARBON ELECTRODE ARC WELDING AND CUTTING. 


AN outline of welding and cutting by means of the carbon 
arc was given by Mr. O. H. Eschholz in a recent issue of 
the American Machinist, and the article enumerated several 
advantageous applications of this type of work. 

Carbon or graphite welding is the oldest of the electric arc 
fusion processes now in use. The original process consisted 
in drawing an arc between the parent metal and a carbon 
electrode in such a manner that the thermal energy developed 
at the metal crater fused the edges of two members together. 
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Fig. 1.—ADAPTERS FOR USING CARBONS IN METALLIC 
ELECTRODE HOLDER. 
Fic. 2.—METALLIC ELECTRODE HOLDFR. 
Fia. 3.—ConnEcrT WELDING PosITION. 


This process was early modified by adding fused filling metal 
to the molteh surface of the parent inetal. 

The equipment now used consists of a direct-current arc- 
circuit possessing inherent means for stabilising the carbon 
arc, & welding hood for the operator, an electrode holder that 
does rot become uncomfortably hot in service and suitable 
clothing such as bellows-tongued shoes, gauntlets, and apron 
of heavy material. 

When arc currents of less than 200 amp. are used, or when 
a graphite arc process is employed intermittently with the 
metallic electrode process, the carbon-holding adapters shown 


PARENT METAL 
Positive 


Fic. 4.—Position or ELECTRODE AND CHARACTERISTICS 
OF THE ARC. 


in fig. 1 may be used with the metallic electrode holder, the 
shank of the adapter being substituted for the metal elec- 
trode. With very high arc currents, 750 amp. or more, special 
holders should be constructed to protect the operator from 
the intense heat of the arc. Fig. 2 shows a typical holder. 


Electrodes.—Although hard carbon was originally employed 
for the electrode material, experience has shown that a lower 
rate of electrode consumption as well as a softer weld may 
be obtained by substituting. graphite electrodes. While both 
electrodes have the same base and binder, the graphite elec- 
trode is baked at a sufficiently high temperature (2,000 deg. 
C.) to graphitise the binder, thereby improving the bond and 
the homogeneity of the electrode. 

The diameter of the electrode is determined partly by the 
arc current. To fix the position of the carbon arc terminal, 
thereby increasing arc stability and arc control, all electrodes 
should be tapered. This precaution is particularly important 
when using a low value of arc current, or when maintaining 
an arc under conditions which cause distortion and instability. 
The following table gives electrode diameters in most com- 
mon use with various arc currents :— 


Amperes Diameter 
50 to 150 is : 4 in. tapered to } in. 
150 to 300 ee P # in. tapered to 4 in. 


1 in. tapered to g in. 
11 in. tapered to À in. 
1} in. tapered to 4 in. 


300 to 500 
500 to 750 
750 to 1000 


Filler Material. A strong, sound weld can be obtained only 
by using for filler metal low- carbon, commercially pure iron 
rods having a diameter of % in. or 4 in., depending on the 
welding current used. Cast iron or manganese steel filler 
rods produce hard welds in which the fusion between the 
parent and added metals may be incomplete. Short rods of 
scrap metal, steel turnings, &c., are frequently made use of 
for filler metal when the purpose of the welder is merely to 
fill à hole as rapidly as possible. It should be understood 
that welds made with such metal are weak, contain many 
blowholes, and are frequently too hard to machine. 

For graphite arc welding emploving a filler the correct 
posture of the. operator is shown in fig. 3. The filler rod 
is grasped by the left hand with the thumb uppermost. When 
held in this position the rod may be used for brushing off 
slag from the surface of the metal. 


Fig. 5.—Bvit.bpiNa. ure Process | |. COMMENCEMENT. 
Fic. 6.— BUILDING UP PROCESS NEARLY COMPLETED. 
Fia. 7.—-FLANGED EDGES WELDED WITH GRAPHITE ARC. 


The surfaces to be welded should be chipped clean, and 
where they are scarfed the angle should be wide enough to 
enable the operator to draw an arc from any point without 
danger of short-circuiting the arc. ‘The practice of removing 
sand and slag from the metal surfaces by fusing them with 
the arc and striking the mass with a hammer should be 
discouraged on account of the dunger of flying fragments. 
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Are Manipulation.—If the arc is formed from the surface 
of the depusited metal or from that of a molten area, slay 
particles may adhere to the end of the electrode, deflecting 
the arc, and rendering manipulation diflicult. When the elec- 
trode is held vertically, irregularities in the direction and 
force of convection currents deflect the arc, causing move- 
ments in the metal arc terminal. By inclining the graphite 
electrode approximately 15 deg. to the vertical the deflecting 
force 18 constant in direction, Keeping the arc stream and arc 
terminal approximately in line, as shown in fig. 4. 

Polarity -The positive terminal of a carbon are is hotter 
and consumes more energy than the negative. Consequently, 
if the electrode is made the positive terminal, energy will be 
uselessly consumed, and the resulting higher temperature will 
increase the consumption of the carbon, and moreover a very 
unstable arc will be obtained. Therefore the electrode should 
always form the negative terminal, and any reversal of polarity 
will be detected by the excessive heat developed. 

Arc Length.—If carbon is permitted to be absorbed by the 
fluid metal a hard weld will result, and therefore practically 
all the volatilised carbon should be oxidised. This may be 
accomplished by regulating the arc length so that atmospheric 
oxygen will have ample time to diffuse through the are 
stream, and combine with the carbon present. The correct 
arc length is dependent on the welding current and the 
degree of confinement of the arc. Since the arc diameter 
varies as the square root of the current, the arc length should 
be increased in proportion to the square root of the current. 
It is also obvious that when an are is drawn from a flat, 
open surface the vaporised carbon is more accessible to the 
atmospheric gases than when it is enclosed by the walls of 
a blowhole. This means that to secure the same amount of 
oxidised carbon under both conditions the confined arc should 
be the longer. Many welders are not familar with this 
phenomenon, with the result that metal deposited in holes 
or corners appears to be inexplicably hard. 

The lengths of 250-amp. and 500-amp arcs should not be 
less than 4 in. and 4 in. respectively when the arcs are drawn 
from a flat surface. The maintenance of excessive arc lengths 
causes the diffusion, through convection currents, of the 
protecting envelope of carbon dioxide, with the result that 
the exposed hot metal is rapidly oxidised or * burned.” 

For most purposes a 2520-amp. arc should not exceed a length 
of 1 in. and a 500-amp. arc should not be longer than 14 in. 

The energy developed at the metal terminal or are crater is 
utilised to melt the parent metal, while that generated in 
the arc stream serves to melt the filling material. If the 
molten filler is not properly guided and, as a consequence, 
overruns the fused parent metal, a poor weld will result. 
. This process necessitates, therefore, a constant observation 
of the distribution of the fused metals as well as a proper 
control of the direction of flow and speed of deposition of 
the filling metal. 

There are two methods in use for adding the filler with 
a minimum overlap. One is called the puddling ” process. 
It consists in melting a small area of the parent metal, 
thrusting the end of the filler rod into the arc stream, where 
a small section is melted or cut off, withdrawing the rod 
and fusing the added material with the molten parent metal 
by imparting a rotary motion to the arc. This puddling of 
the metals serves also to float slag and oxidised material to 
the edge of the fused area, where they may be brushed or 
chipped off. 

The rapid building up of a surface by this method is shown 
in fig. 5. The short sections of filler rod were welded to the 
sides of the casting in order to prevent the molten material 
from overflowing and to indicate the required height of the 
addition. The appearance of the nearly completed fil! is 
shown in fig. 6. One side of the added metal is lower than 
the others to facilitate the floating off of the slag. some of 
which may be observed adhering to the edge of the plate. 

In the second method the filler material is deposited in 
layers, the deposits being similar to those obtained with the 
metallic electrode process, but wider and higher. This method 
simply requires the operator to feed the filling rod continuously 
into the arc stream 80 that the molten filler is deposited on the 
area of parent metal fused by the arc terminal while the arc 
travels across the surface. lf the end of the rod is moved 
forward while resting on the surface of the newly-deposited 
metal, most of the slag produced by the oxidation of the hot 
metal is floated to the sides of the deposit, where it may 
be brushed or chipped off. 

To remove slag or improve the appearance of the deposits 
the surface of the added metal may be remelted by running 
the arc terminal over it, provided burning and hardening 
of the metal is avoided. 

The expedient of hammering or swaging the hot deposited 
metal is frequently resorted to where a refinement in the 
structure of the crystal grains is desirable. 

Flanged Seam Welding.—Fig. 7 illustrates a useful applica- 
tion of the original carbon- are process wherein no filler metal 
is used, the metal arc terminal serving to melt together the 
flanged edges. 

This process is easily performed. To obtain adequate fusion 
the are current selected should have such a value that the 
metal-arc crater nearly spans the edges of the seam. To 
assure the maintenance of a stable arc a small, tapered elec- 
trode should be employed, the diameter of the electrode end 
remaining less than j-in. during use. 


The graphite are process is used occasionally to form butt 


‘and lap welds by melting together the sides of the joint 


without the use of filler metal. Examination of sections 
trough joints made in this manner reveals that the weld is 
very shallow, and therefore weak. 

Welding of Non-ferrous Metals.—Copper and bronzes have 
been successfully welded with the graphite arc when employ- 
ing a bronze filler rod low in tin and zinc and high in phos- 
phorus, at least 0.25 per cent. The best filler material for 
the various analyses of parent metals has not been deter- 
mined, but it is recognised that the presence of some deoxidis- 
ing agent such as phosphorus is necessary in order to ensure 
sound welds free from oxide and blowholes. Since copper 
and its allovs have a high thermal capacity and conductivity, 
preheating of the structure facilitates the fusion of the joint 
surfaces. The grain of the completed weld may be refined 
by subjecting the metal to a suitable mechanical working and 
temperature cycle. 

lLow-melting-point metals such as lead may be welded by 
holding the graphite electrode in contact with the surfaces to 
be fused without drawing an are, the current value used 
being suflicient to heat the end of the carbon to incandescence. 
The hot electrode tip may also be used to melt the filler rod 
into the molten parent metal. 

Application.—The graphite arc. processes may be used for 
the following purposes: Welding of cast steel and non-ferrous 
metals; cutting of cast-iron and cast-steel risers and fins and 
non-ferrous metals; rapid deposition of metal to build up a 
surface or fill in. shrinkage cavities, cracks, blowholes, and 
sand pockets, where strength is of minor importance; fusion 
of standing seams; melting and cutting of scrap metal; re- 
melting of a surface to improve its appearance or fit; pre- 
heating of a metal structure to facilitate the welding operation, 
to reduce locked-in stresses or to alter some dimension; 
deposition of hard metal or the hardening of a surface by the 
inclusion of vaporised carbon, such as rails, frogs, and wheel 
treads; and automatic cutting and welding of sheet metal. 

Cutting.-—The manipulation of the cutting are 1s exceed- 
ingly simple, the operator merely advancing the arc terminal 
over the section to be cut at a rate equal to that at which 
the molten metal flows from the cut. The cutting speed 
increases with the value of arc current used. The width cf 
the cut increases with the arc diameter, and therefore as 
the square root of the arc current. When cutting deepcr 
than 4 in. the electrode should not come into contact with 
the walls of the cut and thereby short-circuit the arc. This 
process may be used for cutting both ferrous and non-ferrous 
metals. It is often used for the ‘ burning " ont of blast- 
furnace tap holes and the melting or cutting of iron frozen 
in these furnaces. 


THE HEATING OF BURIED CABLES. 


(Abstract of. Report discussed before the INSTITUTION. OF 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS.) 


(Concluded from page 842.) 
SECTION II. 


Report, by Mr. E. Fawssett, May, 1920, on Work at New- 
castle-upon-Tyne on e.h.p. Paper-insulated Cables laid 
direct in the Ground at Different Depths. 


The depths were 1, 2, and 4 ft. from the ground surface 
to the top of the 2-in. concrete slab over the cable, correspond- 
ing to depths of 14, 24, and 44 ft. approximately to the centre 
of the cable. The results show considerable variation between 
tests on the 1 ft. and 2 ft, depths, but a fairly constant differ- 
ence between those on the 1 ft. and 4 ft. depths. The average 
increase in temperature-rise for the same current for the 
cable at 9 ft. over that at 1 ft. is 4 per cent., and for the 
cable at 4 ft. over that at 1 ft. 15.7 per cent. This amounts 
to rating the 2 ft. cable at 2 per cent., and the 4 ft. cable at 
7.5 per cent. less current than the 1 ft. for the same tem- 
perature-rise on the core. 

The tests were carried out in fairly still weather and under 
average winter conditions. The results obtained with D.c. 
did not show any perceptible difference from those obtained 
with a.c. The whole of the results obtained are plotted in 
fig. 7, in whieh actual temperature rises are shown as against 
depth, and at the top is plotted the percentage increase in 
temperature rise with depth, over the rise of the 1 ft. cable. 
This shows clearly how the ratio of the rise of the 1 ft. and 
9 ft. cables varies with the different tests, and it should be 
emphasised that this variation is not due to inaccuracy in 
the measurements. The average curve probably represents 
very fairly the average results to be expected from an armoured 
cable laid direct in the ground under average conditions in 
winter weather in a soil of average moisture content. 

Various samples of the soil were taken at different times 
while the tests were in progress, and the moisture content 
was determined. This was never far from 20 per cent. 
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Secrion III. 


Report, by Prof. E. W. Marchant, on Work at Liverpool 
University on Vulcanised Bitumen Cables laid solid in 
Stoneware Troughing. 


Four pairs of feeders were laid at a depth of 3 ft. below 
ground. The cable was insulated by two layers of fibre served 
on the conductor, then dielectric of vulcanised bitumen, then 
two layers of atrong. bitumen tape well compounded, and was 
supported on porcelain bridges in stoneware troughs, filled 
with bitumen, and covered with flat tiles, the arrangements 
being the same as those employed by the Corporation in 
ordinary street work. The ground in which the cables were 
laid was a soft sandstone rock in which the moisture was 
usually found to be about 10 per cent, 

It was suggested that the temperature coefficient of the 
copper in the cables might be measured by observing the 
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Fic. 7.—TEMP.-RISE WITH VARYING AMOUNTS OF COVER. 


resistance of the cable at the ground temperature, for different 
ground temperatures. The results obtained, however, fig. 6 
(see p. 842 of our last issue), did not give any definite relations 
between those quantities. The ground temperature, as read 
on a thermometer, varied. In other cases the ground tem- 
peratures were steady while the cable resistance varied. 
Again variation in ground temperature occurs daily, and when 
a test was being made this variation had apparently no effect 
upon the cable resistance. 

The mean ground temperatures at the depth of the cable 
(3 ft.) have been taken continuously and seem nearly constant 
at about 5 deg. C. throughout the winter, until the middle 
of April. Then it rises steadily till at about the middle of 
June it assumes a nearly constant value of about 14 deg. C. 

Measurements were made of the temperature coefficient of 
the copper, and the results show that the mean temperature 
coefficient was about 0.409 per cent. from 10 deg..C., which 
agrees with the value given by the British Engineering Stan- 
dards Association for that temperature. The temperature rise 
of the cable was estimated from the increase in its resistance. 
The sandstone in the trench never contained less than 8 per 
cent. of moisture. During the time that these tests were 
run, i.c., June, 1916, to March, 1917, the maximum amount 
of moisture was 13 per cent., the soil in this condition being 
non-friable. 

The results of the first series of tests are shown in fig. 8; 
the temperature rise on any cable is almost exactly proportional 
to the power loss in it, and the difference in the moisture of 
the ground surrounding the trough appears to exercise little 
influence on the heating of the cable. The final rises in each 
case, namely, at 750, 1,000, and 1,250 amps. per sq. in., are 
substantially the same, i.e., 10, 90, and 30 deg. C. The ‘tests 
show that, within certain limits the temperature rise for any 
given size ‘of cable can be estimated very closely from the rate 
of heat production in it, and also afford data enabling the 
effect of momentary overloads to be calculated. 

For practical purposes correction for end effect may be 
neglected. The relation between the temperature rise of 
cables after a six-hours' run and the current passing through 
them is discussed, and it is shown that the temperature rise 
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is nearly proportional to the square of the current, but it is 
relatively small with cables of smaller section with given 
current densities. 

The most important factor in the cooling of cables laid 
directly in the ground is the moisture in the earth surround- 
ing them. The extreme variations in moisture were from 
nearly 13 to 9 per cent. during a comparatively dry spell. The 
character of the troughing and its comparatively large heat 
capacity would lead one to anticipate that the effect of varia- 
tions in moisture would not be very large except for long 
continued runs, 

After the first series of tests, the 0.6 sq. in. cable was run 
for 58 hours at 600 amperes. The increase in temperature 
rise at the end of this period, as compared with that after six 
hours, is nearly 20 per cent. A further series of tests was 
undertaken with a view to finding the ultimate rise in tem- 
perature after several days’ run. 

The results have been worked out to show the ratio of the 
temperature rises after a total time of 12, 24, 48, 72, and 96 ° 
hours, to the temperature rise after a six hours’ run, and the 
temperature rise 18 very nearly the same after 96 hours as it 
is after 48 hours, t.e., the temperature of the cable reaches 
a nearly constant value after about 48 hours. The cable ap- 
proaches its final temperature rise more quickly when it 1s 
of small section, than when it is of larger section. The increase 
in temperaure rise between six and 96 hours is, for the 0.6 
8q. in. cable, about 25 per cent. of that obtained on the 6-hour 
rise, for the 0.4 sq. in. cable about 21 per cent., for the 
0.95 sq. in. cable about 20 per cent., and for the 0.1 sq. in. 
cable about 19 per cent. 

So long as the temperature rise did not exceed 30 deg. C. 
the final rise was very nearly proportional to the watt loss 
per foot run in the cable, but when the temperature rise 
exceeded 30 deg. C. there was a slightly greater rise. 

Finally, the theory and determination of thermal constants 
for insulating material are discussed. Values of thermal re- 
sistivity for cables of 0.6 sq. in. section are recorded as 487, 
540, and 488; and for cables of 0.1 sq. in. section as 507, 530, 
536, and 531. The corresponding thermal resistances are given 
respectively as 43.3, 48, 43.5; and 73.9, 77.1, and 77. The 
thermal resistance in the same units for the trough filling 
and ground is given as 87 for the 0.6 sq. in., and 92 for the 
0.1 sq. in. cables. The cable covering showed no serious sign 
of softening, except in the case where the final temperature 
was 67 deg. C., and the working limit of temperature was 
estimated to be about 50 deg. C., which is of the same order 

as the figure of 43 deg. C. usually employed in specifications 
for this type of cable. 

Four factors affect the heating of cables, namely, the 
thermal conductivity of (a) the cable covering, (b) the bitu: 
men in the trough, (c) the trough itself, and (d) the surround- 
ing earth. The earth immediately above & trough carrying 
cables, in which the temperature rise was about 90 deg. C., 
was not more than 5 or 6 deg. C. above that of the normal 
earth temperature. The fact that there was little difference 
in cooling with varying degrees of moisture is, therefore, not 
surprising. An empirical relation is suggested for determining 
the heating of these cables. The equation connecting current 
and temperature rise at any given final cable temperature 
may be expressed a8s:— 

ISK  TA/R (l+a t), 


where I=current passing. R=specific resistance of copper at 
0 deg. C. in ohms per sq. in., a=0.00427, the temperature 
coefficient of increase of resistance at 0 deg. C., A=cross 
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Fia. 8.—Temp. Risk or CABLES LAID Souip IN BITUMEN IN 
| STONEWARE TROUGHS. 


section of cable in sq. in., T—excess temperature of cable above 
surrounding earth, t= ground temperature plus T in deg. C., 

und K-constant de nding on the cable covering and the 
trough and surrounding earth. The values of K are respec- 
tively 148, 142, 136, 124 microhms for the 0.6, 0.4, 0.25, and 0.1 
sq. in. cables tested after a six-hours’ run. 
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DISCUSSION IN LONDON. 


Mr. E. B. Wepmore, director of research, introduced the 
report, briefly referring to the circumstances which led to 
the inauguration of the research, and pointing out that the 
report was only a preliminary one; much important work 
had been done since it was printed, and more remained to 
be done, the report, therefore, should not be assumed to be 
a complete one. Any suggestions put forward in connection 
with the work still to be carried out would be welcomed and 


carefully considered by the committee in charge of the research 
work. 


Mr. S. W. Metsom and Miss V. Cocksurn, of the N.P.L. 
at Teddington, Mr. E. FawssETT, of Newcastle, and Prof. 
E. W. MARCHANT, of Liverpool University, were present to 
reply to the various points raised in the course of the dis- 
cussion. The meeting was scantily attended, and the dis- 
cussion was on the whole disappointing. 

Mr. C. P. SPARKS opened the discussion by explaining that 
Mr. Melsom had taken the tables issued in the I. E. E. Wiring 
Rules as a basis, and the outcome was the present report. 
The huge standing charges involved in distribution systems 
were ot the first importance, and it was only by knowing 
what the safety factor really was that they were working 
with, and the limiting temperature the material would stand, 
that they could hope to make the best use of the colossal 
investment contemplated in future schemes, which would 
grow. In the past they had little knowledge of the real 
salety factor, but now knew that they could work at higher 
temperatures. With regard to the comparison of the different 
ways of.laying cable, further investigations with grouped 
cables would show a still greater discrepancy against the 
" solid " systems. Fig. 2 showed a difference of 7 deg. C. 
between solid and armoured cables, which did not agree with 
Mr. Melsorn’s statement that thermal resistivity was not so 
important as might appear at first sight. Concerning the 
rating of cables depending on the depth at which they were 
buried, a definite distance from the surface would appear 
to be necessary to avoid mechanical damage. The correct 
method of tackling the problem of temperature rise was that 
of the watt loss per ft. run of cable, especially where cables 
were grouped close together. The final permissible maximum 
temperature of a paper-insulated cable was fixed in the I. E. E. 
Wiring Rules as 150 deg. F.; the figure did not refer to large 
or buried cables, but was a safe one for ordinary conductors 
used in houses, and he hoped to see that figure increased 
before long. 

Mr. C. J. Beaver thought that Mr. Melsom’s remarks on 
the actual amount of moisture present in the soil seemed to 
have been written with some surprise. The reason for that 
surprise was, in the speaker's opinion, to be found in the 
incorrect information given in Table II. It was difficult to 
believe that the current-carrying capacity of cables laid 
solid“ and direct in the ground did not differ considerably. 
In his opinion it would be dangerous to increase the figure 
of 150 deg. F. referred to by Mr. Sparks, because although 
paper and other organic matter deteriorated up to a certain 
point slowly under the intluence of heat, ouce that point was 
reached further deterioration was very rapid. Dielectric heat- 
ing problems were of the first. importance. 

Mr. B. WELBOURN explained that having been connected 
with the committee in charge of the research for some three 
years , he was not in a position to criticise its work, but he 
paid tribute to the investigators, and pointed out that as the 
work had been carried out during the war period difficulties 
had been experienced in obtaining samples and money. Re- 
ferring to the superiority of armoured cable laid direct in the 
ground, he did not think much attention need be paid to 
the current-carrying capacity of the solid system, because, if it 
was not already dead, it was distinctly moribund. Armoured 
cable hud direct in the earth would carry probably 25 per cent. 
more current than a corresponding cable drawn into a duct, 
Which fact was not commonly appreciated. Unfortunately 
It was not possible to take advantage of it in the case of 
many town networks, because high excavation costs neces- 
sitated the adoption of a duct system. The normal was that for 
equal current-carrying capacity more copper was needed in 
a duct system. The suggestion of varying. the size of the 
conduetor according to the nature of the ground through which 
it was laid deserved consideration, but would it be worth 
while doing so in practice? Mr. Melsoin's table of cables 
corrected to two standard values of thermal resistivity would, 
he thought, profoundly intluence cable manufacture both at 
home and abroad. Probably 2 ft. © in. would be the best 
depth at which cables should be laid. Bitumen cables were 
used in collieries in high temperatures, and Dr. Marchant’s 
figures for the continuous working temperature of such cables 
were interesting as showing that the permissible safe rise to 
be allowed must inevitably reduce the current-carrying capa- 
city of the cable. 

Mr. P. RoSLINd was of the opinion that the thermal resis- 
tivity of the soil under various conditions was of even more 
Importance than dielectric heating; it would have a larger 
reflex on the current-carrving capacity. The temperature of 
a cable was generally taken as that of the lead sheath, but 
it was the temperature of the conductor that mattered. It 
should be clearly detined which of the two temperatures was 
referred to, but the I.E.E. Rules omitted to do so. 


Mr. R. O. Kapp remarked that the theoretical law for tem- 
perature rise plotted against tiine was generally assumed to be 
an exponential] curve, and suggested that the research 
workers should try and ascertain why most of the heating 
curves given in the report approximated closely to such a 
curve while others varied by about 10 per cent. If the reason 
could be ascertained they would probably be able to formulate 
some law relating to the over-loading of cables. Concerning 
the heating of cables, the earth effect was equivalent to a 
larger cable, the earth took part in storing as well as in 
dissipating heat. 

Mr. T. N. Kitty wanted a summary of the work so far 
done, showing how it could be put to practical use; as given 
in the report the results only applied to cables laid in a 
particular manner. He asked for an indication of the relation, 
as regarded heating, between a cable laid along the ground 
and one coiled as usually tested in the works. Tests had 
been made in Ainerica which showed that filling the ducts 
with petroleum jelly reduced the temperature by 14 per cent. 
for the same current-carrying capacity. 

Mr. J. R. Bearp pointed: out the danger of assuming that 
cables should be run up to the maximum limits indicated in 
the report. The impression that cables when laid deeper were 
cooler was wrong. - 

Mr. H. M. Sayers suggested that expansion effects upon 
loaded cables should be investigated, particularly with regard 
to plumbed joints; appareutly repeated expansion and con- 
traction caused cables to rack at such joints. 

Mr. G. IL. ADDENBROOKE referred to tests he had made 16 
years ago of some cables in service in London, and suggested 
that as he stil had the records and apparatus, and the 
cables also still existed, it might be worth while repeating 
the tests so as to provide actual data on deterioration. 

From the reply to the discussion it appeared that the re- 
porters " had at the moment no more information to give 
than was contained in the report itself, and that suggestions 
made at the various discussions would prove useful to thein. 
‘The heating curves did not follow an exponential law; if they 
had done so it would not have been necessary to carry out 
much of the work that had been done, and the suggestion 
of filling the ducts with vaseline was too costly to be enter- 
tained. 

Prof. MARCHANT pointed out that the report had shown 
how the universities and technical colleges could be associated 
with the N. P. I. in technical research work with beneficial 
results to all concerned. In his opinion the equation. which 


"had been derived connecting the current and temperature 


rise at any given final cable temperature was the most im- 
portant part of his section of the report. 


DISCUSSION AT NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
At Neweastle-on-Tyne the report was discussed before the 
North-Eastern Centre of the Institution on December 18th. 
Mr. J. R. BranDp presided, and Mr. Vernier briefly outlined 
the origin of the committee. Mr. S. W. Metsom, of the 
National Physical Laboratory, and Mr. E. Fawssetr, New- 
castle, submitted the sahent features of the report. 

Dr. W. M. THORNTON in opening the discussion, said that 
the resistivity measurements showed clearly a total variation 
of 4.7 per cent. (101.2 to 96.5). Was that considered satisfac- 
tory in the light of the British Standards requirements? The 
value of the temperature coethcient given by the N. I'. II. was 
0.00300. at 30. deg. C., but Dr. Marchant's value was 0.00305 
at the same temperature, the difference being 7.7 in. 1,000. 
These measurements were made with double bridges at Ted- 
dington, Liverpool, and Newcastle, and in. view of the fact 
that an accuracy of L in 1,000 was readily obtainable by double- 
bridge working, he asked whether the bridges had been comi- 
pared at the N.P.L.—as all instruments in a joint research of 
that kind should be. The work on the influence of the state 
of the surface of cables in air gave interesting results. Cables 
with aluminium painted surfaces ran 22 per cent, hotter than 
when the surface was dull. As might be expected, at low 
temperatures the colour made no difference so long as there 
was no bright metallic surface exposed. But if the heat 
were lost by low-temperature radiation alone, he would expect 
a much greater difference between bright and dull surfaces. 
His own observations on the heat lost by roofing confirming 
other N. P.. results would lead one to think that there would 
he five or six times inore lost when dull than when bright. 
That that was not so pointed to the fact that the greater part 
af the heat was lost by conduction and convection when the 
cables were in air, and à comparatively small amount by 
radiation. The relation between temperature and current, as 
given in the reports (figs. 6, 7, S, and 11), was approximately 
a square law, but the index rose. In fig. 8 writing 90 = a i^, 
n=2 at 110 amperes, 2.16 at 140, and 2.25 at 165, and showed 
signs of still higher figures. Now, if the temperature rose 
faster than the heat generated it seemed that the rate at which 
heat was got rid of fell as the temperature rose; that the 
cooling was proportional to some law with an index less than 
unity. The temperature gradient in fig. 9 was uniform from 
the inner conductor to the outside of the sheath. and the 
triangular curve would fit even better if instead of being drawn 
to 3 point the curve's ends were set at the diameter of the 
inner conductor apart. ‘The conclusion from the curve was 
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that the copper or lead in the cable had no perceptible in- 
tluence on the gradient, or that the drop of temperature in the 
metals was negligible. The curves of rates of rise of tempera- 
ture, figs. 1 to 5, were approximately logarithmic, but ap- 
peared to be complicated by variations of the loss coefficient. 
They shouid be logarithmic, and any departure from that 
form could only be attributed to variation of the coefficient 
of dissipation to earth. For, considering the equation of heat- 
ing and absorption, in heat unite it was:— 


riji = wl) —mede[d t + k « (8 — 4), 


where m was the mass of unit length, 8s its outer surface, 
o the specific heat, and k the coeflicient of cooling to the 
ground. Where there was cooling to air there was radiation 
to be considered, perhaps to be included in the linear 
cooling law, and convection which followed .the same law at 
low temperatures. The rate of transfer of heat was relatively 
rapid through the insulation, its thickness was small, and 
there was no need for the introduction of a term covering 
the thermal conductivity of the dielectric if the tempera- 
ture 8 were taken at the surface. The solution of the above 
equation was: — 


O= bth l — e mokama ty 


the final running temperature being 6, + 0, If the curve 
of rise was not simply logarithmic it could then only be by 
variation of the ratio m o/k s, that was of e or k. It was 
unlikely that the specific heat would change, and the curves, 
therefore, provided a means of observing the changes in the 
value of k from time to time, that involving the conductivity 
of the surrounding earth as a factor in the rate of cooling, but 
all included in the numerical value of k. The thermal time- 
constant of such a rise was m o/ks, which could be obtained 
in the usual way by drawing a tangent to the curve at zero 
and dropping a perpendicular to the time line from the point 
where it cut the steady value. Fig. 5 contained final steady 
values drawn to a base of copper area X outer diameter of 
sheath, but it might be simpler to plot 6,, against diameter 
alone. It was always difficult to estimate with any degree 
of certainty when the steady state was reached, but by taking 
ê =.95 8,, or any other suitable ratio approaching unity, they 
could find the corresponding time t' from the curves or by 
calculation to a much closer degree of approximation. Having 
chosen some such value to be used in all cases, the log term 
was constant; ¢', therefore, varied as m o'k x. But for any 
one given type of cable it varied as the total sectional area, 
and s as its diameter, so that as & first approximation, t! 
varied as the diameter c. The ordinates of fig. 5 might then 
plot to a straight line if the abscisse were taken as overall 
diameter. If the time of reaching a steady state were ap- 
proximately proportional to the diameter of the cable it 
would simplify matters, but there would always be the differ- 
ence of soil or other conditions to be considered as varying k. 
The cbserved time constants of the given cables suggested 
that the cables might fit into a scheme of time constants in a 
fairly regular manner. 

However interesting this preliminary report might be ;n 
the problems it dealt with, not the least interesting of whick 
was the thermal resistivity of cable material so fully discuss. 
later in the paper, and in the valuable results of the work 
at Liverpool, it all led up to deterioration. Was there enougn 
evidence of the effect of continued temperature and electric 
stress, direct or alternating, on the life of insulating materiala? 
They could make a paper cable last as long as they pleased by 
enclosing it in lead. V. I. R. cables. with a vegetable gum 
as a basis must deteriorate with time. Paper was more 
durable. and he saw no reason why paper cables should rot 
last 5.000 years if lightly loaded in the same manner as the 
papyrus of ancient Egypt. The supply companies’ problem 
was to find the most economical current to run a cable at, 
having regard to its earning power, life, and cost of renewal. 

Mr. BERTRAM said one of the most interesting parts of the 
report was the conclusion arrived at by the committee con- 
cerning the end of armoured cables with regard to the rise 
of temperature. The figures given, showing a rise of more 
than 334 per cent., would surprise many of their operating 
engineers. 

Mr. PARKER wanted more information with regard to the 
temperature at which it was safe to run a cable for an over- 
load purpose, say. for one or two hours. Operating engineers 
would like some instrument which would assist them in this 
matter. : : 

Mr. ALLEN suggested that the results obtained might be sent 
out to their members in, say, Australia and South Africa, 
with a view of obtaining detailed information about the con- 
ditions met with elsewhere, particularly in hotter climates 
£o as to assist in making the records complete. 

Mr. H. Bnibars said the paper dealt largely with single 
cables. but they needed to go further than that, and they 
looked forward to the results of the committee’s work with 
groups of cables. In the future they would have to pay more 
attention to the amount of ground they should give to cables 
at stations. Cable makers were turning out cables with 
thinner dielectrics than in vears gone by; were they running 
anv risks in reducing the thickness of the dielectrics? Cable 
depreciation was the real question. 

Mr. E. B. Wepmore spoke of the need for research work, 
and the effort the committee was making to make the work 
of real utility. 


REVIEWS. 


Lectures on Industrial Administration, delivered at Cambridge, 
July, 1919. Edited by B. Muscio, M.A. Pp. viii 276716. 
London: Sir Isaac Pitman & Sons, Ltd. Price 6s. net. 

Industrial Administration; a series of Lectures. Pp. viii+203. 
Manchester: The University Press; and London, New 
York, Bombay, &c. : Longmans, Green & Co. Price 78. 6d. 
net. 

The first of these two books consists of twelve lectures, 
delivered at Cambridge in July, 1919, at which time there was 
held there, under the general direction of Dr. C. S. Myers, 
F.R.S., a school for the study of certain industrial manage- 
ment problems, chiefly from the psychological point of view. 
The volume contains a selection of the lectures delivered at 
the school, and for some reason, not immediately apparent, 
it is divided into five parts. The first part contains only one 
lecture, and it is entitled " Some Ethical Aspects of Industry,“ 
the lecturer being Prof. W. R. Sorley, Litt.D., LL.D., F. B. A. 

Criticism is to some extent deprecated (we will not say dis- 
armed, for criticism disarmed is criticism neglecting ite plain 
duty) by the lecturer's opening remarks, in which he states 
that his contribution must have the appearance of a series 
of platitudes. Nevertheless, platitudes ought to be repeated 
now and then, if only to see that we remember them properly, 
and we are none the worse olt for being reminded that there 
is an ethical side to industry, though it 1s in these days more 
often ignored, if remembered, by both sides, than acted upon. 
It would do everyone good to think a little more about duty. 
Labour is fond of saying 1t is the employer's duty to provide 
good conditions and & good wage for workers, and employers 
point out the duty of the workers to do as much as they are 
able. Both are right, but each should lay emphasis on its 
own, and not the other side's, duty. 

The second part contains three lectures. They are: The 
Need for a Science of Industrial Administration," by Mr. 
J. A. Bowie, M.A.; '' Some Tendencies in Industry," by Mr. 
E. M. Wrong, M.A.; and " Taylor's Principles in Modern 
British Management," by Mr. A. R. Stelling. Of these three, 
Mr. Bowie 18 concerned with proving the necessity for some- 
thing that everyone agrees to be necessary, so he is banging at 
an open door. It is probably because he feels this to be the 
case that he exaggerates the failings of the old-time director 
or proprietor of a business, who 1s said to stamp even his 
idiosyncrasies on the business he controls, to such an extent 
that British industry is a riot of individuality,” the while 
many employers are not fit to be decent labourers." The 
quotation marks are Mr. Bowie's, but he is in agreement with 
the sentiments expressed. He also states it as his opinion 
that it is certain that the usual commercial courses now 
being promoted in many of our universities aim at imparting 
the principles of pure industry, rather than applied or ad- 
ministrative." Now, industry is an applied science, or it is 
nothing, and how any distinction can be made between pure 
and applied industry we cannot understand. Mr. E. M. 
Wrong's contribution bears evidence of that careful thought 
we are accustomed to find in his writings, and he shrewdly 
hits one of two nails on the head, as when he remarks: 
When in doubt Englishmen form a committee, whether 
they are in Parliament or in a factory; and summarises the 
objections to Government interference as coming mainly 
under three heads: Complaints against. the Liquor Control 
Board, objection to any limitation of profits, and fear of 
inethciency. We may note their relative positions, He also 
points out a feature of time-registering systems to which 
those who use them have grown so accustomed that they 
think of them as a normal and inseparable adjunct to the 
systems, viz., that insistence on “clocking off '' causes a 
queue to assemble in front of the clock in order to be in a 
position to begin clocking the moment the buzzer blows. The 
value of the time lost through this practice is seldom appre- 
ciated. The fourth lecture, by Mr. A. Robert Stelling, deals 
with Taylor's principles and some of the objections to their 
adoption. The workman does not want to be forced to carry 
out a manufacturing process in accordance with a specification 
detailing every motion and the time to be occupied in doing 
it. And he is not going to agree to anything of the kind if 
the inevitable result of the increased output brought about 
is a reduction in the piece rate, and while he realises that 
his earnings will be limited in some way or other. The Taylor 
system, as understood—or possibly misunderstood—in this 
country, 18 too impersonal, too inhuman, to be received with 
any enthusiasm. If they were properly understood and ap- 
plied, as Mr. Stelling shows they could be and ought to be, 


. Taylor's principles are not only practicable for British industry, 


but afford a complete solution of the problem of the increase 
of production. 

The fifth lecture, with which the third part begins, is on 
“ Vocational Diagnosis in Industry and at School," by Mr. 
(‘vril Burt, and 1s largely a piece of special pleading on behalf 
of the science of psychology. We are not prepared to accept 
a number of his conclusions without something very much 
more adequate in the nature of proof than he has seen fit to 
give in the lecture. A child who at six has a mental age 
of three, and therefore a mental ratio of only 50 per cent.. 
will at the age of sixteen exhibit, as a rule, the same mental 
ratio, and therefore attain a mental age of only 8." Taking 
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due account of the qualifying ''as & rule," we wonder if 
this is a correct deduction. ‘The six-year-old child with the 
mental age of three may be merely a late starter, and at 
sixteen he may very well have attained a mental age of 
thirteen. It does not necessarily follow that the law is of the 
same character as a geometrical progression; it may conceiv- 
ably be arithmetical. His process of sifting children, so that 
only the duds are left for trade vocations, would not ap- 
pear to us to be the best thing for industry. The value of 
competitive examinations as a means of selecting the best 
from among a number hus, we think rightly, been much 
questioned of late vears, and in spite of Mr. Burt's advocacy 
of it in the case of the children who are to be sorted, it must 
not be assumed that the inan who only succeeds in matricu- 
lating in the second division will not go far. 

The sixth lecture, by Mr. S. Wyatt, M.Sc., M.Ed., on 
The Psychology of Advertising, contains little that is new. 
The seventh, on Social Psychology and the Industrial 
Svstem," is by Prof. T. H. Pear, M.A., who occupies the 
chair of psychology in the Univer&ty of Manchester. "This 
lecture 18 exceedingly interesting, but affords small scope for 
criticism. 

Part IV opens with the eighth lecture, that on '' Industrial 
Overstrain and Unrest,” by Dr. Charles S. Myers, M.A., M.D., 
Sc D., F.R.S., the director of the course. The damage done 
by fatigue is nearly always under-estimated, and although 
the cynic may be tempted to wonder how fatigue or over- 
strain is possible in these days of ca’ canny, short hours, no 
overtime, and similar agitations, there is no doubt that it is 
wrong to work the system to the point of fatigue, no matter 
what the occupation. Dr. Winifred Cullis, D.Sc., follows with 
a lecture on The Demands of Industry upon Women from 
the Physiological Standpoint.“ Our opinion is that she unduly 
minimises the effects of the differences in structure and in 
function between men and women upon their suitability— 
not their capacity—for industrial work, and there are other 
medical women who are of an entirely different opinion from 
Dr. Cullis on this important point. It was a fine thing to see, 
during the war, strong hefty girls pick up a chunk of lead 
and slog the chuck holding a big shell to tighten or loosen 
the screw, but in the interests of women themselves, and of 
the race, they should not be employed on heavy work while 
there is any doubt—and there 1s much—as to the effects pro- 
duced on the organism. Another medical lecture follows, on 
The Practice of Industrial Welfare and Health," by Dr. 
Edgar L. Collis, M.D., who has occupied the important posi- 
tion of Director of Welfare and Health under the Ministry 
of Munitions. We think he is wrong in crediting primitive 
man with a knowledge of the fact that the primary reason 
for the existence of industry is the service of the community, 
and in stating that this primitive purpose became more and 
jnore overlaid as time went on. It has been learned at long 
last after many trials and errors; the comununity was not 
considered of any importance in the earlier stages of human 
history. Individualism was rampant through feudal times, 
and through the earlier periods of the industrial era which, 
broadly speaking, began in the century before last. A mistake 
on p. 205 credits the Welfare Department with murderous 
intent. alleging that it (the Welfare Department) should deal 
with reasons why the lives of the workers should be so long, 
instead of their hours. For the rest, while he advocates the 
establishment of a welfare and health department in all 
undertakings, he dabbles, tinkers half-heartedly, and talks 
down, and we are not at all inspired by his recommendations. 
Either welfare work is worth doing properly, or it is better 
left alone. No good at all can be done by going into it with 
any idea of tenderness towards prejudice and ignorant pig- 
headedness; the welfare administrator should be of sufficiently 
high standing to see his 1deas carried out to their full extent. 

The fifth part opens with the eleventh lecture, which 1s by 
Mr. A. P. M. Fleming, C.B.E., M. Sc. Tech., M. I. E. E., on 
Industrial Research." His synopsis of American practice is 
both interesting and useful, and cannot be too widely known. 
We believe research to be entirely worth while, and it is 
well that it has been realised by the great ones of the indus- 
trial world that it must be undertaken wholeheartedly and 
earnestly, with determination and will to overcome discourage- 
ments. We do not agree that routine testing should be done 
by the research department. The last lecture is by Dr. P. 
Sargent Florence, M.A., Ph.D., on '' The Statistical Measure- 
ment of the Human Factor in Industry." It is chiefly of 
interest as showing the extent to which absorption in a 
science can carry one into the realms of impracticability. 
Does Dr. Florence really expect to get truthful answers to 
personal questions about people's homes, recreations, use of 
earnings, tastes, and so forth? No doubt such statistics would 


have a certain value if they could all be tabulated and Hol- 


lerithed, but the fact is they cannot, and we must be content 
to accept that fact. Industrial management will have to 
stay in the works, and the improvement of homes and habits 
is a matter for the schools and for voluntary self-education. 
The second book contains a set of eight lectures, delivered 
at Manchester, and they cover much the same ground. Prof. 
Pear. indeed, lectured both at Cambridge and at Manchester. 
The first lecture is by Mr. B. Seebohm Rowntree, on '' Social 
Obligations of Industry to Labour." He analyses carefully 
the expense of running a working man's home, and emphasises 
the necessitv for raising the pre-war standard of living. We 
think there is danger in the suggestion that employers should 


give workers a guarantee that no man shall suffer through 
the introduction of labour-saving machinery. The endeavour 
should be to increase output and demand, so that the intro- 
duction of improvements will actually lead to more employ- 
ment and better amenities of life for everybody. And if each 
industry carries its own unemployment, as may very possibly 
be the case before long, one of the objections to the use of 
labour-saving devices will disappear from the mind of labour. 
Prof. Pear's lecture is the second, and deals with '' The Ap- 
plications of Psychology to Industry.’’ He emphasises the 
value of observation, and shows that two types exist, the 
" spread " and the ''concentrated." We suppose everyone 
who has read of Sherlock Holmes realises the usefulness of 
observation of both kinds, but its value is immensely en- 
hanced if it can be made automatic. It is the chief value 
of the Pelman, and indeed, of any system of mental training 
that it conduces to the attainment of speed and expertness 
in this respect. Mr. A. E. Berriman, O.B.E., M.I.Mech.E., 
lectures on Education as a Function of Management, and 
he deals in considerable detail with apprentice training. Dr. 
T. M. Legge, C.B.E., M.D., D.P.H., comes next with a lecture 
on Occupational Diseases." Mr. Leonard Hill, F.R.S., lec- 
tures on '' Atmospheric Conditions and Efficiency," and in 
spite of immense improvement in this matter of late, or at 
least during the last thirty years or so, he shows conclusively 
that there is still more to be done than has yet been accom- 
plished. The expectation of life in & big city is sixteen years 
less than it is in the healthiest districts. The importance of 
smoke abatement and of the movement towards small garden 
cities could not be better illustrated than by that statement. 

Mr. T. B. Johnston, J.P., lectures on '' Industrial Councils 
and their Possibilities," and his contribution gives an account 
of valuable work that has been done in the pottery trade. 
Mr. St. George Heath lectures on Training for Factory 
Administration," explaining the nature and objects of the 
education required. The eighth and last lecture is by Dr. 
A. F. Stanley Kent, M.A., D.Sc., on Industrial Fatigue.“ 
and is ratehr elementary. 

It is a good sign that such courses of lectures should have 
been provided, and that they should have been successful. 
They will be of use to a wider audience per being re- 
printed, and we hope other similar courses will be arranged. 
The success of industry, particularly in Great Britain, depends 
on the human factor more than on any other, and for this 
reason the science of psychology and its applications to the 
betterment of the industrial situation are worthy of close 
and constant study by all who are concerned in any way 
with the directing or administering of industry. 


The Elements of Electrotechnics. By A. P. YOUNG, M.I.E.E. 
Pp. 348--viii; 179 figs. London: Sir I. Pitman & Sons, 
Ltd. Price 7s. 6d. net. 


The essential object of this book is to explain to students,' 


and others interested in the applications of electricity, the 
fundamental laws upon which the science is based, and to 
show how these laws are applied in practice. a 

This is excellently done; the language employed 1s simple 
and lucid, and numerical calculations are given where possible, 
so that the student shall gain definite ideas of the quantities 
with which he is dealing. l 

The novel feature of the book is the way in which the 
author has illustrated the divisions of his subject by examples 
from the most recent practice in electrical engineering. Ás 
instances, it may be mentioned that, in the chapter on the 
production of electricity from magnetism, reproductions are 


. given which show sectional views of British magnetos which 


were developed for use on aircraft engines during the war, 
whilst in the chapter on electrie motors, particulars and per- 
formance curves are included of the 1,500-volt series motors 
used on the Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul Railway. 

It might, of course, be argued that these examples are 
somewhat above the heads of the persons for whom the book 
is primarily intended, but the method is that of the lecturer 
who retains the interest of his class by showing them slides 
of actual machines which embody the principles that he 
wishes to instil, and, in fact, the work is the outcome of & 
series of lectures delivered by the author to evening students 
in a large works. NN 

The notes on permanent magnets and magneto ignition are 
particularly interesting, and the information given on insulat- 
ing materials is much more practical and complete than 1s 


usual in a book of this type, whilst in the chapter on systems , 


of units this difficult but highly important part of the subject 
is dealt with in a very clear and convincing manner. 

The general scheme is similar to that laid down by the 
City and Guilds Institute. Alternating currents are nof dealt 
with except for a brief reference in connection with hysteresis 
and eddy current losses in iron. 

The book is illustrated by a large number of diagrams and 
photographs which are reproduced in an excellent manner, 
and should prove of great assistance to the student and to the 
large and increasing number of engineers who, without being 
actually engaged in the electrical industry. find it necessary 
to understand something of a subject with which they are 
continually coming into contact. Furthermore, there is a 
considerable amount of information which should prove useful 
to electrical engineers with wider experience than those for 
whom the book is written. 
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NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS AND PLANT. 


Readers are invited to submit partiewlars of new or improved devices and apparatus, which will be published 


if considered of sufficiont interest, 


Unit-type Distribution Pillars. 


Standardisation is an essential feature of economic and 
satisfactory production and working. This especially applies 
to electrical gear where circumstances usually render it neces- 
sary to effect alterations or additions in a minimum of time. 
The unit-type distribution pillar made by W. T. HENLEy’s 
TELEGRAPH Works Co., Lro., Blomfield Street, London Wall, 
E.C. 2, is an example of standardisation and simplicity in 
construction. The frame of the unit consists of two micanite- 
covered steel tubes coupled rigidly together at top and 
bottom. Upon this frame are clamped the copper fittings 
carrying the busbars and fuse clips. The front half of the 
sealing chamber is bolted on to the frame, and when jointing 
up it is therefore necessary only to bring up the cables to 
the bent copper connectors which pass through insulating 
bushes in the sealing chamber. This method of connecting 
up the cables to the bars eliminates the use of rubber tails 


Fic. 1.—Tue ‘‘ HENLEY " Unit Tyre PILLAR. 


and the consequent extra number of joints, reducing the 
risk of failures to a minimum. It occasionally happens, how- 
ever, that existing cables are of insufficient length to bring up 
to the connectors, and in such cases a special sealing chamber 
van be employed, and rubber tails used to bridge the distance 
between cables and connectors; this does not affect the rest 
of the design of the unit. The units are easily interchange- 
able, and it is only necessary to cut off the supply for a few 
minutes while changes are being effected. The sealing cham- 
bers are supplied with the well-known '' Henley " lead cone 
grips or brass wiping glands, which are designed to deal with 
all classes of cables with only slight alterations. The units 
may be bolted side by side on a frame to form a fuse panel, 
rubber tails being taken to each contact without the use of 
the sealing chamber. m l 

ig. 1 shows two views of a pillar containing four units 
arranged for 3-phase, 4-wire distributors. In this example 
three of the cores are directly connected to the fuses. 


A Cold - starting Oil Engine. 


Messrs. Ruston & HORN SBV, Lrp., of Lincoln, send us partı- 
culars of tests carried out by Capt. H. Riall Sankey. O. B., 
&c., on one of their cold-starting oil engines. The subject of 
the tests was a 260 B. H. Pp. horizontal engine, diameter of 
cvlinders (two) 184 in., stroke 30 in. The load was applied 
bv means of a Heenan & Froude hydraulic brake. The engine 
was started at 8 o'clock and ran at about half-load for 14 
hours, when full load was applied for three hours. The load 


was then quickly reduced to ł, and maintained at this for an 
hour, after which it was reduced in succession to 4 and 4 
each for an hour. Then for half-an-hour the engine ran un- 
loaded, and during the next half-an-hour was overloaded by 
10 per cent. Lastly the 3-load test was repeated for half-an- 
hour, and the test then ended. The lower calorific value of 
three samples of oil used was taken for purposes of calcula- 
tion; this was 18,050 B.th.u. per lb., and the following results 
were obtained :— 

Oil consumption. 


Load. Average revs. per min. Average B. N. r. Lb. of oil per 

f B. H. P. hour. 
Overload 174.1 261.1 403 
Full load Biss 175.57 235.9 401 
Three-quarter load 177.15 178.2 405 
Half load ... 8 179.33 119.9 .405 
Quarter load 181.1 60.4 .908 


A New Ceiling Rose. 


We have received a sample of a new type of combined ceiling 
rose and block which is being placed on the market by the 
B.E. Co. (or LONDON AND BIRMINGHAM), LrD., of 57, Upper 
Thames Street, E.C. 4, and which is illustrated in fig. 2. 
The primary idea was to avoid the use of pottery, on account 
of its shortage, but the article is now submitted as being 
suitable for general use in any modern electric light installa- 


Fra. 2.—A New B.E. Co. CEILIN G Rose. 


tion. The device is a labour saver, inasmuch as both the block 
and the connections for the wires are fixed by means of two 
screws only in place of four with the ordinary type of pattress 
and ceiling rose. 'The wood pattress is so cut away that it 
is ready for fixing without the necessity for further drilling 
in any way. The base containing the usual ceiling-rose plates 
is of specially hard non-hygroscopic insulating material; the 
brass cover matches the standard tumbler-switch cover in 
general use, and can be finished in any style to suit the 
switches. The inside of the cover is lined with an insulating 
paint. The new rose should be capable of being employed in 
general use, and appears to be a step in the right direction 
towards that desirable aim of cheaper, but at the same time 
efficient, lighting fittings and installations. 


A Sand-mixing Machine. | 


The necessity for using only well-mixed sand in the foundry 
needs no elaboration. Messrs. ALFRED HERBERT, LTD., of 
Coventry, inform us that they are now producing for stock 
a sand-mixing machine which aerates the sand, allowing all 
gas to escape, and crushes all lumps in it; the sand does not 
need to be milled before being mixed. The machine consists 
of a pedestal carrying two vertical spindles rotating at & high 
speed, one within the other. The spindles are driven in 
opposite directions by bevel gearmg from a pulley on 2 
horizontal shaft. The upper ends of the spindles carry two 
intermoving cages, the bars of which, passing each other in 
opposite directions at & great speed, do the muxing and dis- 
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integrating. The cages are covered by a dome-shaped casing 
which directs the mixed sand on to the floor and prevents it 
from flying about. The centre of the dome carries a hopper, 
into which the unmixed sand is fed, and from which it drops 
into the centre of the cages. The hopper can be lifted off 
for the purpose of cleaning. The mixer will deal with about 
7 cwt. of sand per minute, its net weight is 2,401 lb., and 
it occupies a floor space of 5 ft. 1 in. by 4 ft. 6 in. = 
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NEW? PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1920. 
(NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 


lled expressly for this journal by Messrs. Srrrow-Jowss, O'DziL AMD 
TEPHENS, Chartered Patent Agents, 285, High Holborn, London, W.C. 1. 


35,528. ‘Electric fuses.” O. Cracoanu. December 17th. (Germany, 
December 17th, 1919.) 

-35,626/7. Protective devices for electrical power transmission systems." 
G. H. B. Bernard and E. M. Royce (Bernard). December 18th. 

35,675. “ Eletcric gas lighting devices." R. E. Wild. December 20th. 
35,694. Clip for regulating height of electric lamps." E. Beckton. 
December 20th. l 

35,710. Junction boxes for electric cables." Callender's Cable & Con- 
struction Co. and H. McCrudden. December 20th. 

35,715. '' Electric circuit breakers, &c." H. Bacon and R. A. R. Bolton. 
December 20th. : 

35.734. '* Electrical cable sockets or lugs." E. Scharpenberg. December 
20th. (Germany, January 2nd.) 

35.749. “ Electrical condensers.” H. W. Sullivan. December 20th. 
35.755. Calling devices operated by wireless signals." W. J. Davis. 
December 20th. 

35.768. “Sparking plugs.“ H. Longton. December 2lst. 

35,775. ''Superposing currents of different frequencies upon existing alter- 
nating current systems. A. M. Taylor. December 21st. 

35,825. '' Electric induction motors." G. H. Fletcher and Metropolitan- 
Vickers Electrical Co. December 21st. 

35,826. Reflector for electric bulbs." E. Arden-Pye. December 2lst. 
35,845. Telephone systems.” Automatic Electric Co. and Automatic Tele- 
phone Manufacturing Co. (Automatic Electric Co.). December 21st. 

35,861. '' Telephonic conversation meter." R. Ferry. December 21st. 
35.889. '' Electric horns for automobiles." R. C. Royston. December 22nd. 
35.891. * Trolleys for electric tramways of the overhead conductor system.” 
W. Lawrence. December 22nd. 

35,912. Ignition magnetos." E. Marelli. December 22nd. (Italy, Decem- 
ber 24th, 1919.) 

35,915. “ Electric lamp locking ring.” W. Methuen. December 22nd. 
35,922. “ Electrical instruments." M. B. Field. December 22nd. 

35,931. “ Means for detecting damaged ramps in train electrical control 
systems.“ R. Haddan (Regan) and J. B. Regan. December 22nd. 

35,938. “ Selector switches for automatic telephone systems.” Western 
Electric Co. (Western Electric Co.). December 22nd. 

35.950. “ Thermo clectric apparatus for heating flowing liquids." C. Mas- 
seroni. December 22nd. (Italy, May 24th.) 

35,953. “ Storage battery and recharging system." W. H. Thorpe and 
M. S. Willing. December 22nd. 
35,976. Electric driving device.” 
(Switzerland, December 26th, 1919.) 
35,976. “ Electrochemical treatment of petrol cans for removal and pre- 
vention of corrosion." G. Inrig. December 22nd. 

35.992. Electric treatment of ores." A. Counas. December 22nd. (France, 
August 29th, 1919.) 
36,015. “ Cover for electric conduit boxes." G. Turnock. December 23rd. 


Landis & Gyr Akt.-Ges. December 22nd. 


36,019. ‘ Electric control mechanism of race games." S. Grossi. December 
23rd. 

36,054. '' Electric lamp holders." A. N. Haddow and As P. Rutherford. 
December 23rd. 

36,077. '' Electric transmission cables." A. M. Taylor. December 23rd. 

36,080. ‘ Wireless aerials for ships.” R. Tull. December 23rd. 


“ Electric switches.” T. C. Frampton. December 23rd. 

36,084. '' Electric lamps with luminous discharge." J. Pintsch Akt.-Ges. 
December 23rd. (Germany, December 12th, 1917.) 

36.086. Electric valves.“ Soc. Anon. pour l'Exploitation des Procedes M. 
Leblanc-Vickers. December 23rd. (France, December 23rd, 1919.) 

36,112. X-ray plates." A. L. Landau and L. A. Levy. December 23rd. 

36.116. ‘Converting direct current into alternating current by electrostatic- 
ally-controlled installations.“ L. A.,  Hazeltine. December 23rd. (United 
States, November 28th, 1919.) 

36.127. Diaphragm mountings for telephones, &c." W. Stott and Tele- 
phone Manufacturing Co. December 23rd. 

36,131. “ High tension transformers." F. Dessauer and Veifa-Werke Vere- 
inigte Elektrotechnische Institute Frankfurt-Aschaffenburg. December 23rd. 
(Germany, September 29th, 1915.) 

] 86.132. High tension transformers." F. Dessauer and Veifa-Werke Vere- 
inigte Elektrotechnische Institute Frankfurt, Aschaffenburg. December 23rd. 
(Germany, October 7th, 1915.) , . 

36.133. ‘ Transformers." Reiniger, Gebbert and Schall Akt.-Ges. December 
23rd. (Germany, May 16th, 1918.) 

36.134. ''High tension transformers." 
(Germany, June 23rd.) 

36.135. petrol electric, &c., generating apparatus." 
December 23rd. 

36.142. Electric controllers, starters, switches, &.“ J. O. Powell. Decem- 
ber 24th. 

36.144. Electrical booking indicator." 
December 24th. 

46.165. “ Telephone systems.“ Automatic Telephone Manufacturing Co. 
December 24th. (United States, December 27th, 1919.) 

36.170. “ Electrodes and electrolysis.” H. Plauson and J. A. Vielle. Decem- 
her 24th. (Germany, July 6th, 1918.) 

36.233. '' Wireless transmitting apparatus." N. 
Wireless Telegraph Co. (Davis). December 24th. 

36251. “ Valve transmitters for wireless telegraphy and telephony." H. 
Morris-Airev, L. G. Preston, and G. Shearing. December 24th. 

38.252. Supports for filaments in thermionic valves, &c.“' B. Hodgson, 
S. R. Mullard, and L. G. Preston. December 24th. 


F. Dessauer. December 23rd. 


H. Jj. Norballe. 


C. E. Jones and E. W. Rice. 


E. Davis and Marconi's 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specificatione will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


1919. 


4.948. Electrolysis.” M. A. Adam. J. Stevenson, A. T. Mabbitt, and J. 
Fieldhouse. February 27th, 1919. (154.6 5.) 

11.966. Hand-cart for transporting and operating wireless telegraph station 
in forward battle arcas." C. A. Oliver. May l3th, 1919. (154,637.) 

12.605. Process and apparatus for the electrolytic decomposition ol chlo- 
rides." R. Cataldi. May 20th, 1918. (127,255.) 

_ 17,620. “ Work feeding attachment for electro plating apparatus." A. G. 
Snell. August 28th, 1919. (154,630.) 

18.868. Process of manufacturing electric steels.“ J. McConnell. July 
Wth, 1919. (154.659.) 

21.189. Method of and means for electrically controlling the throttle valve 
in internal«ombustion engines for propelling vehicles," P. F. Smith and 
P. V. Powell. August 28th, 1919. (154,682.) 

21,322. “ Dynamo electric machinery." T. L. Reed-Cooper. August 30th, 
1919. (154,691.) 

21.340. Moving brush gear for dynamo electric machines." W. F. Grafton 
and Grafton Dynamos, Ltd. August 30th, 1919. (154,092.) 

21,515. '' Automatic switching mechanism for use more particularly in 
telephone or like systems." Automatic Telephone Manufacturing Co. (Auto- 
matic Electric Co.). September 2nd, 1919. (154,698)  - 

91,691. *' Electrical treatment of ferrous metals during casting." J. H. 
Wickett. September 3rd, 1919. (154,711.) 

.21,808. “ Arrangement of electric welding apparatus." A. E. Frankling. 
September 4th, 1919. (Addition to 134.393.) (154,717.) 

21.892. Electric frequency multipliers.” — P. Trichard. September 5th, 
1919. (154,720.) 

22.001. *“ Universal grinders, particularly of the electric type." A. E. 
White (Wisconsin Electric Co.). September 6th, 1919. (154,723) 

22.105. Method of and apparatus for operating synchronous telegraph 
systems.“ A. E. O'Dell (Western Union Telegraph Co.). September 8th, 
1919. (154,726.) 

22,366. Microphones." A. Thomas. September llth, 1919. (154,729) 

22.714. Electric lamps for police and like uses," Hiatt & Co. and A. D. 
Melson. September 16th, 1919. (154,735.) 

22.787. Galvanic batteries," O. Oldham, G. Oldham, and J. Oldham. 
September 16th, 1919. (154.737.) 

23,616. “ Variable limit switch for breaking the circuit of an electric motor 
operating printing machinery." H. V. James, September 25th, 1919. (154,752.) 

25,176. *''Pneumatically operated controllers for electric motors." British 
Thomson-Houston Co. (General Electric Co.). October láth, 1919. (154,763.) 

25,722. Electrical fuses and distribution boards." H. J. Dean and W. 
Redmayne. October 21st, 1919. (154,767.) 

97,565. ''Centrifugally-operated electric switches.” 
Regan). November 7th, 1919. (154,779.) 

28.199. Machine tools provided with electro-magnetic chucks or work- 
holders." W. Carter and F. C. L. Brendell. November 13th, 1919. (154,785.) 


30,230. “ Electric insulators.” E. Haefely et Cie. September 13th, 1919. 
(151,231.) 


R. Haddan (J. B. 


1920. 


161. Means for starting internal combustion engines, adapted also to be 
used for generating electric current." W. S. Jeal. January 2nd, 1939. (Ad- 
dition to 144,509.) (154.809.) 

775. Electrically-heated garments." A. Negromanti. 
(154,814.) 

3.078. Electrical connectors.“ 
(154, 166.) 

6.565. Spark plug cleaner." Champion Spark Plug Co. October 18th, 
1916. (138,493.) 

8.102. Process and apparatus for the manufacture of wire by electro- 
deposition." S. O. Cowper-Coles. March 18th, 1930. (154,833.) 

12,135. '' Electric welding." J. E. Pollak (Maschinenbau Akt.-Ges. Seebach). 
May Ist, 1920.  (154,849.) 

16,431. “ Starting of electric arcs in lamps, rectifiers, and the like." Sie- 
mens & Halske Akt.-Ges. July 21st, 1919. (145,299.) . 

19.180. Electromagnetic chucking device." F. Krupp Akt.-Ges. June 
18th, 1919. (147.141.) 

20.414. Electro- magnetic chucking device.” 
23rd, 1919. (148.4 57.) 

23.181. Electric vehicle controllers," G. L. Meyfarth. August 18th, 1919. 
149.921.) 


January 9th, 1920. 


K. W. Johansson. November 7th, 1919. 


F. Krupp Akt. Ges. June 


A New Aspect of Lightning Protection —It has been the 
general opinion that an overhead distribution system with a 
dense load and many transformers oflers a better target for 
lightning discharge than one with a scattered load. 4A recent 
investigation, reported in the Electrical World, however, 
makes it evident that where a lightning arrester is installed 
at each transformer the lightning has a multiplicity of paths 
through which the voltage gradient of the atmosphere may 
be smoothed out, when the density of the lightning arresters 
is high, with less trouble at the transformer. From careful 
tests made on the 4.000 V, 6U-cycle distribution system of 
the Commonwealth Edison Co., it appears that the density of 
lightning arresters on this system is far more important than 
the actual type of arrester used. Curves show that where 
the density of transformers and arresters is 200 per square 
mile, not only is the percentage of disturbance due to light- 
ning greatly reduced. compared to a density of 100, but the 
actual number of interruptions is cut nearly in balf. 

Of equal importance is the matter of protecting underground 
cables. Where these cables are connected to the overhead 
lines there is a transition point which is especially susceptible 
to lightning disturbances and which has given serious trouble 
in the past. The results obtained indicate that underground 
cables can be effectively shielded from lightning by increasing 
the density of arresters in the vicinity of the point at which 
the cable emerges. 

Among the important conclusions drawn from the tests 18 
that trees and buildings constitute effective barriers against 
lightning discharges. ‘The records in Chicago show that many 
transformers have been completely shielded from lightning 
by their presence. l l 
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THE SANE OUTLOOK. 


_ THERE were many occasions during the war when the fact was 


emphatically brought home to us that it does not help one, 
in a difficult situation, to be depressed and look on the 
black side of things. A hopeful and courageous attitude of 
mind does not carry with it, as a corollary, the dwelling in 
& fool's paradise.. Between the upper limit of a senseless 
exaltation and the lower limit of black despair, the true 
and only helpful mental outlook i8 to be reached by an 
understanding of the facts of the situation. The more 
eomplete the understanding, the wiser the outlook will be, 
until, as the French proverb says, “ foul comprendre c'est 
tout pardonner,” which means Omniscience. : 
, In times of warfare the ordinary man cannot gain 
accurate knowledge. Vital facts are suppressed or distorted, 
in order that the enemy shall be misled, and so taken at a 
disadyantage ; and it is worse than useless, in such circum- 
atances, to endeavour to obtain knowledge which is better 
withheld, or to theorise vaguely without adequate—or 
any—foundation. But ina time of at least nominal peace 
it becomes the duty of every thinking individual to survey 
the facts, to absorb them, to get them into their right 
perspective, and to understand them so far as he may, and 
to appreciate their bearing on the course of events. In the 
great majority of instances it will then be found. that no 
situation is so hopeless that it cannot mend, and no state so 
bad that it cannot be made infinitely worse by panicky and 
ill-considered action or alternatively nerveless inaction. 

There is talk of a slump. What evidence is there ? 
Lack of orders and unemployment. . Since unemployment 
is a natural consequence of lack of business, it may be taken 
as an axiom that an improvement in trade will give more 
employment, and we are, therefore, enabled to concentrate 
on the question of how to secure more orders. Every man 
who has ever been instrumental in attempting to sell any- 
thing knows that, if quality of goods and ability to fulfil 
the contract satisfactorily may be presumed equal, and 
neglecting for the moment the factor of the salesman’s 
personality, the determining factors in securing business 
are :—(1) Price, and (2) delivery. In fact, low price and 
«quiek delivery will sometimes make a buyer pass his best 
friend, and give the order to another maker, for goods 
known to be not quite equal in quality, ene the 
difference be not too great and obvious. 

To keep up business, then, we must have low prices and 
quick deliveries. Low prices cannot be quoted unless the 
costs of manufacture are low. Short deliveries. cannot be 
effected if goods are scarce. . Low manufacturing costa are 
dependent, in the main, on low overhead charges ; that is to 
say, on a high load factor in the factory. So that both con- 
siderations, price and delivery, lead us, by the shortest and 
straightest of paths, to the need for production, more pro- 
duction, and still more production. Production means 
cheapness, and cheapness induces demand, and demand 
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produces employment. Scarcity, on the other hand, or ca’ 
canny, or restriction of output, brings about dearness, 
depresses demand, and produces unemployment. Thus we 
are led to the view that national short time is logically 
wrong, and can only be justified as a temporary palliative. 
It involves all the old fallacies about wages funds, limited 
amount of work to go round, and other similar heresies, the 
errors of which have been exposed time after time. If low 
production were the cure for unemployment, last year 
should have ended with every man fully employed. Yet 
we know that unemployment is worse to-day than it has 
been for many a long year. The advocacy of restriction of 
output proceeds from the same mental viewpoint that 
favours restriction of the population. If there are too 
many people, say those who hold this view, the earth cannot 
produce enough to support them. The truth is, that the 
more people there are who are willing to work, the better off 
the world is. There are plenty of people willing to draw 
wages, but that is not at all the same thing. 

The policy of restriction of output arises partly from the 
fear of unemployment, and partly from the feeling that 
inereased production produces benefits, the greater part of 
which are appropriated by the capitalist employer class. 
It ought to be more generally realised that every man who 
saves up a pound and buys a share with it is, to that extent, 
a capitalist employer. It was announced at the annual 
general meeting of Messrs. Dorman, Long & Co., Ltd., that 
6 per cent. of the shareholders were members of the staff 
and workpeople, and that they held, among them, some 
4 per cent. of the total capital of the company. Directors’ 
holdings are not included in these figures. Any man who 
wants to secure the profits that fall to the capitalist 
employer ought to buy shares in the company for which he 
works, and so become one himself. Mr. Douglas Vickers 
told the general meeting of the shareholders of Mesars. 
Vickers, Ltd., that during the last five years the workpeople 
had had, in remuneration, nine times the amount that had 
been paid out in dividends to the shareholders. That is to 
say, the wages paid were only 10 per cent. less than they 
would have been, had no dividends at all been paid. .In 
such a case the fear of unduly benefiting the capitalist 
employer is surely the merest bogey. 

The fear of unemployment is more serious. Yet we think 
Mr. Clynes hit the nail squarely on the head when he 
pointed to the state of things in the cotton industry, and 
directly contradicted, and proved wrong, those who allege 
that cotton operatives are out of work because they have 
produced too much. They are not out of work for that 
reason, but because their product costa too much, and because 
would-be buyers have not the means wherewith to purchase 
cotton goods. If the output of cotton goods had been less, 


they would have been still more expensive, so that the 
capacity to purchase would have been lessened, not increased. 
A greater production without a corresponding increase in 
the cost of production would have lessened the price, and 
enabled the demand, which is there all the time, to have 
been, in engineering language, converted from potential 
energy into kinetic energy. 

Production can be, and ought to be, increased to such an 
extent that each industry is able to afford to carry its own 
unemployment. As we have said before, unemployment 
will then be a direct charge on industry, to be reduced, 
like other direct charges, by successful direction and 
management. 

There is need for production to-day, just as there was 
when the demand was so brisk that salesmanship was at a 
discount, and the capacity of the world for absorption of 
output was thought inexhaustible, together with the ability 
and willingness of the consumer to accept any and every 
kind of passed-on charge. It is necessary to-day to get 
actively after the business, but unless there is going to be 
production, selling efforts will be vain. The two things 


are so intimately bound up together that they cannot exist 
apart. Brisk demand and cheap production are mutually 
interdependent, and this fundamental fact must be accepted 
and acknowledged by employers, workers, and purchasers 
alike—for the purchaser has his part to play, as well as 
the others. Timid postponement, holding off for a fall in 
prices, will only damage prosperity, not increase it. What 
is the use of deferring the building of a power station until 
there is no longer a demand ? 

The surest way to produce a slump, and to make it a bad 
one, is to believe that there is going to be a slump, that it is 
going to be a bad one, and that nothing can avert it. As 
was recently pointed out in our columns, even if Europe is 
hopeless at present, because of the international exchange 
situation, there is still the British Empire; and there is 
still America, where the exchange operates to reduce our 
prices as compared with American producers. 

Panic at the present time would be ruinous, and might 
deal the British electrical industry a blow from which it 
would take years to recover. The business is to be had, 
and it can be obtained, if only we use energetic selling 
methods, backed by hard work on the part of all concerned. 


€ 


| IN the daily Press a '' raging, tearing 

The Telephone propaganda“ is being carried on 

" Ramp." against what is called ‘‘ The Telephone 

Ramp." We hold no brief for the 

British telephone service; years ago we foretold that if 

it were taken out of private hands and entrusted to a 

Government department, it would deteriorate in efti- 

ciency and would result in a financial loss. No prophetic 

powers were needed for that prediction; it was the 
obvious lesson of experience. 

But having resolved upon the nationalisation of the 
telephones, the public has no right or ground for coin- 
plaint at the inevitable consequences. ‘‘ Serves you 
jolly well right ’’ is the verdict ot the unbiased observer; 
‘you asked for trouble—now you've got it.” 

From another point of view also the * Hello’ Hulla- 
baloo, as it is called by the Globe, is misconceived. 
Everyone knows that to-day's equivalent of a pre-war 
penny is about 24d. The railway penny has been re- 
placed by 1.75d.; the postage penny by 2d. On what 
grounds, then, should the telephone penny be left un- 
disturbed? The annual charge is to be raised from £5 
10s. or £6 10s. to £8 10s., and the charge per message 
from 1d. to 1}d.—an increase of practically 50 per cent. 
all round. The expenses have increased enormously, and 


the total cost per message in London to-day is 1.75d. 


Flat-rate or unlimited“ subscribers paying £20 for 
one line have been able to initiate from 5,000 to 10,000 
calls a year, costing them, on the basis of the lower 
figure, less than Id. per message. From a selfish point 
of view, it is not surprising that the flat-rate subscriber 
objects to the revision of prices! 

Let us interpret the present situation by the appli- 

cation of cold common-sense. It simply means that at 
the existing rates telephone subscribers are helped to 
pay for their service out of the pocket of the taxpayer 
to the tune of .£2,000,000 a year. If a subsidy to tele- 
phone users is a desirable thing and in the public in- 
terest, let it go on by all means—but let it be clearly 
understood by the public, and let us have no humbug 
about a telephone ramp.“ 
. That the introduction of the new rates has been 
effected without the least regard for tact and sauvity 
is, of course, quite true; but it is the invariable result 
of nationalising a public service, which soon assumes the 
airs of government and turns the right to service into 
a grudging condescension. There is no novelty in that. 
Even in municipal hands, service is apt to be replaced 
by depotism. In 1912 we gave up the right to expect 
an eflicient, cheap, reliable, and willing service; but 
some people do not seem to have awakened to the fact yet. 
The only hope for the improvement of the telephone ser- 
vice lies in denationalisation; is it even now too late 
to apply that remedy? 
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COSTING AS APPLIED TO THE ELECTRICAL INDUSTRY. 


By A. CLEGG, 


CosTING is a very large subject, and it is not proposed to 
enter into the merits or otherwise of all the different 
methods, but simply to give details of a system of costing 
adopted by a company generating and distributing electricity 
in this country. 

In an undertaking furnishing a single product like 
electricity the method of single cost can be adopted; but 
there are generally departments dealing with the wiring of 
consumers’ premises, laying mains, and construction of sub- 
stations to provide for, and we have to adopt the job system 
of costing for these. 

The object of costing, as readers are doubtless aware, in 
the case of electricity, is to ascertain the cost per unit pro- 
duced or sold, to reduce waste in material, time, and stores, 


The Workman must only enter in details on the left hand aide of the card, 1e bours worked 
against each allocation number 


Fia. 1—OBVERSE OF TIME CARD. 


and to supply data to the management for fixing the selling 
rice. I think it will be agreed that the value of know- 
edge concerning the working costa of a modern generating 
station cannot be over-estimated, and that with the upward 
tendency of both wages and materials (especially coal, which 
representa 50 per cent. of the costs), it is necessary to have 
a comprehensive system. 
There is one main point to be borne in mind in drawing 
up a system of costing for an electricity undertaking, and 
that is the form of accounts prescribed by the Board of 


A.C.LS., F. c. W. A. 


Generation Costs—Having dealt with costing in a general 
manner, we will proceed to show how the cost of generation 
is arrived at. The main costs represent coal, wages, water, 
and general stores, Lut as the author has already written an 
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| Fig. 2.—REVERSE OF TIME CARD. 


article on coal records,* giving details of the system of 
keeping them, he does not intend to deal with this item 
hereunder. | 

Wages.—There are many time-recording machines on the 
market, each possessing special features. The one used in the 
undertaking with which the author is conversant is a 
" Gledhill-Brook"; this type is an automatic time card 
recorder, and it was chosen because :—(1) it does not require 
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FId. 4.— STORES LEDGER. 


Trade. As both municipal and company supply authorities 
bave to comply with these requirementa, it 1s advisable to 
have the main heads as a basis ; further sub-divisions can 
be made as required, but they will all eventually bave to be 
brought back to the Board of Trade headings in the books 
.. of account. E lA | 


an attendant to deal with time-keeping ;.(2) it automatically 
records late comers; (3) the whole of the running cost 
headings can be printed inside and the employé can allocate 
his own time. The above is an example of a time 
card, fig. 1, the reverse side of the card being sbown in 


* Evgo. Rev., October 8th, 1920, p. 455. 
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fig. 2. It might be mentioned that in order to prevent one 


employé booking on or off for. another employé, the racks. 
containing the cards and the recorder should be near the 


foreman's desk or stores office, where they can be under con- 
stant supervision. 

GENERATION COST SHEETS i : 
O(————— D eerte STATION. 
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This month 


TOTAL „. 


Fig. 5..-GENERATION Cost SHEET. 


At the end of the week, the time cards having been 
checked by the foreman and initialed by the station super- 
intendent, are forwarded to the head office, where the wages 
clerk using a calculating machine arrives at the amount 
payable to the employé. This is entered on the pay-roll, 
which is ruled with headings as on the time card ; the 
allocation of the man’s time is, therefore, very simple. In 
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Operation Cost Sheet. 
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the following example the headings are reduced to the 
Board of Trade headings, fig. 83. | " 
Slores.—1t is not intended to enter into details of how 
goods are dealt with when received into the stores, but it 
map be of interest to give a ruling of the stores ledger, from 
which it will be seen that provision is made for keeping 
* maximum” and minimum stocks, fig. 4. 
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No goods are allowed out of the stores without a 
requisition, which is drawn up in a very simple form; the 
only comment necessary is that only certain authorised 
persons are allowed to sign requisitions, and oy must also 
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as those-on the wage card, with the exception of oil, rags, &c. 
The requisitions are priced daily by the stores ledger clerks, 
and entered weekly on a stores allocation sheet, which is 
signed by the station superintendent. - -` > 
General.—We have now dealt with wages and stores, and 
it will be seen that the station superintendent has signed both 
record sheets at the end of the week, and had an opportunity 
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FIG. 8.—FRONT SUMMARY SHERT. 


of criticising them before they reach the cost clerk. It may 


have puzzled the reader to know what the numbers and 


letters by the side of the allocations on the time card mean ; 
this is simply a short cut in allocating. The first one 
means No. 1 station, the second one means the number in 
the Board of Trade accounts; the staff soon learn these 
by heart, and ‘it is easier to write 1/14 than “ repairs 


buildings," or 1/6D than “ coal and ash handling." We 
now come to the point where the cost clerk takes hold. 
Each week details under the various headings are tabu- 
lated. for wages, petty cash,-and stores, and are brought 
forward. on to the cost sheet below each month (fig. 5). 
The amounts of coal burnt and water used are estimated, 
and the proportion of salaries and office expenses on genere- 
tion work is arrived at. The same process is gone through 
to arrive at the operation or distribution department's costs 
only, instead of time-cards, as the men are spread over a 
large area, weekly time-sheeta are sent in; the allocations 
of the wages-sheeta are different, of course, but follow the 
Board of Trade form with sub-divisions (fig. 6). | 

The management cost-sheet is practically all estimated ; 
the basis of estimate is the previous half-year, plus any 
additions which are known to be likely to occur, such as 
general advance of rates, taxes, &c. (fig. 7). E 


commencement or during the execution of the work the 
quotation shall be increased by the amount of any additional 
cost of material or labour, and of any costs or expenses 
which may be occasioned by carrying out the work.“ 

This all tends to increase the work of the cost clerk, as 
he must keep note of the date of quotation and order, and, 
if prioes have changed, bring the same to the notice of the 
sales superintendent when sending the bill, to see if the 
extra can be charged. ~- 

On time and material jobs it has also been found 
advisable to get someone in authority to sign the time- 
sheet on behalf of the consumer, agreeing to the hours 
worked, and a space on the time-sheet provides for this. 
When the job is finished, the prime cost-sheets are closed 
and totalled, submitted to the sales superintendent for 
verification, and the bill is sent; the details can then be 
entered into the works order register, showing the amount 


Fig. 9.—Worxs ORDER REGISTER. 
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When all the above three costs are completed, the 
accounts are transferred to a front sammary-sheet (fig. 8). 

There then remains the amount of revenue from sale of 
en to be arrived at. Most of the accounts are sent out 
monthly and, therefore, there is very little estimating to do. 
Summary-sheets.are entered up from the accounts rendered, 
and these supply information about the units sold under 
various classes, with the revenue therefrom. We have 
still to obtain the estimated interest accrued from loans 
and bank, rentals and sundry receipts, and profit on work 
done and in progress for consumers, interest payable on 
mortgages, preference sháres, bank (if overdraft), &c. ; the 
cost is then complete except for technical data, which can 
be obtained from various weekly or monthy reports from 
the generation and distribution departments. 

Costing—Sales Wiring Department.—The system of 
costing adopted for this class must be “ job costing." It 
is necessary, therefore, to have a works order book, from 
which a number is given before a job can be commenced 
(fig. 9). 

The clerk in charge of this work must see that all details 
are in order before the number is given. For instance, if a 

uotation is sent and accepted, he should obtain a copy of 

e quotation, and the order from the consumer, and note 

any special terms and the estimated cost of the job. When 


these are all in order he can issue a works order-card 


bearing the number of the job to the wiring department, 
which then proceeds with the job, using the number on 
the time-sheets and material requisition notes. 

A prime cost-sheet is then made out by the works order 
clerk, on which the whole costs of the various items are 
posted from wages-sheeta, petty-cash vouchera, invoices, and 
atores issues from time to time as the job proceeds. The 
prime-cost sheet is in the above form (fig. 10). It will 


be seen that this is split up under headings ; the benefit of , 


these is gpecially noticeable where the quotation is net, plus 
a percentage of profit, because in most cases details have to 
be given, and the material going out at various intervals 
can all be brought together for rendering the account. 

It has been very difficult to quote for jobs except on a 
net cash, plus percentage, basis, owing to the fluctuations 
in the prices of materials and wages, and a clause eomewhat 
as follows, is often inserted :— | | 

This quotation is based on the cost of material and 
labour , but if such cost is increased either before the 


against the estimate, under the headings of wages and 
materials, account number, &c. Prime costs can then be 
filed for future reference, together with a copy of the 
quotation, order, works order card, &., and the whole 
information can be got from the one source. 


THE RATING OF HLECTRICITY SUPPLY 
| UNDERTAKINGS. 


AT a meeting of the Surveyors’ INsTITUTION, Westminster, 
Mr. H. Stewart Logsdon discussed the subject of Rating, 
as Affected by Recent Legislation," and referred to the Statu- 
tory Undertakings (Temporary Increase of Charges) Act, 1918, 
which applies to electricity, water, and hydraulic power under- 
takings. He said this Act empowered the appropriate Govern- 
ment department to authorise local authorities carrying on 
statutory undertakings to increase their charges by such 
amount, not exceeding 50 per cent. of their statutory maximum 
charge, as would enable the undertaking to be carried on 
without loss. Charges could be increased in the case of other 
statutory undertakings by such amount as would enable the 
payment of three-quarters of the standard or maximum rate 
of dividend (if any) on the ordinary stocks or shares, or three- 
quarters of the pre-war rate of dividend, whichever was lower. 
The value of the properties to which the Act applied (with 
tramway and gas undertakings which had been specally dealt 
with in other Acts of Parliament) had been more directly 
affected by the war than any others, and where no order under 
the Act was in force, their rateable values being based upon 
the accounts, usually proved so low as to result in a large 
decrease in the assessments; indeed, in many cases the rate- 
able value was reduced to a 1ninus quantitv. The chief factors 
which contributed to such a result were (a) The enormous in- 
crease jn the tenant's working expenses, due mainly to the 
great advance in the cost of coal and all management ex- 
penses; (b) the larger share which was given to the hypothe- 
tical tenant as his remuneration. "This was based upon a 
percentage of the capital which it would be necessary for him 
to invest to equip the undertaking adequately to enable him 
to work it satisfactorily. He did not think any convincing 
argument could be raised in support of the view that the 
tenant’s share should not be increased, it being obvious that 
a tenant contemplating renting, say, an electricity undertak- 
ing, would find that the equipment constituting the tenant's 


. property had risen enormously in cost. The consequent result 


of taking the usually accepted percentage upon this greatly 
increased capital expenditure was to give the tenant a larger 
proportion of the net receipts than in pre-war days. In the 
third place, the cost of repairs, insurance, and renewals of the 
landlord's part of the property also far exceeded any estimate 
based on pre-war prices. The balance of the net receipts (if 
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any), after providing for the tenant’s share and the cost of 
the repairs, &c. (statutable deductions), provided the fund out 
of which the rent and rates had to be paid, unless the latter 
had been previously deducted among the working expenses. 
From this it would be seen that if the usual method of valua- 
tion was adopted in future—unless the gross receipts were 
substantially increased—the hypothetical tenant would obtain 
an increased share at the expense of the landlord. In his 
opinion, this was unreasonable, for the landlord’s interest in 
the undertaking had increased in value in the same way as 
the tenant's, and consequently he should be entitled to a rent 
at least as high as before the war. This was an anomaly 
created by present-day conditions which could not, however, 
disturb the basis of assessment, namely, the rent which a 
tenant would give. The effect of an order under this Act 
to some extent modified this position by partially maintaining 
the rateable value, but his experience was, speaking generally, 
that the increased charges authorised had not been more than 
sufficient to meet the increasing cost of the working expenses, 
which left little, if any, of the increased receipts to affect the 
rateable value. The Aet was of temporary duration, and in 
fact, would be in foree for a period of two years only after 
the official termination of the war. If the rateable value of 
such undertakings was in future to be calculated on the 
hitherto accepted principles, and produced a satisfactory result, 
a permanent increase in the statutory charges must be autho- 


rised. The post-war conditions had produced many anomalies 
in our existing rating system, and the time had arrived when 
the whole subject should be taken under review, and the law 
and practice amended to meet the requireinents of present-day 
and prospetive conditions. The method of valuing for rating 
purposes public undertakings such as electric tramways, rail- 
ways, &c., which. were not in existence at the time of the 
passing of the Acts which governed the present-day practice, 
led to many difficulties and unsatisfactory results. The present 
system of leaving the assessments in the hands of the over- 
seers, who were not compelled to make a regular and periodic 
revaluation (except in the Metropolis), was very unsatisfactory. 
In many instances he knew of assessments in force to-dav 
which were made very many years ago, when circumstances 
and values were entirely different. It would, in his view, 
appear to be of general advantage, and lead to equity of 
assessment, if it were compulsory for the authorities outside 
London to make a complete and periodic revaluation, similar 
to the quinquennial valuation in London; indeed, there did 
not seem to be any valid reason why the two parts of the 
country should be differently treated. Any revision of the 
rating system would be incomplete which did not provide for 
a uniform method of dealing with machinery in valuing rate- 
able hereditaments which in some parts of England was taken 
into account in estimating rateable value and in others abso- 
lutely ignored. 


THE PHYSICAL SOCIETY’S EXHIBITION. 


THE eleventh annual exhibition of electrical, optical, 
and other physical apparatus held under the auspices 
of the Physical Society of London and the Optical 
Society was opened at the Imperial College of Science 
and Technology, South Kensington, on the 5th inst., 
and remained open for two days. The attendance 
of visitors was on the whole good, and much interest 
was shuwn in the various exhibits, some of which were, 
of course, not new, but others have been much improved 
in recent years. The exhibition is always looked for- 
ward to eagerly, inasmuch as it affords an opportunity 
of studying the development that has been made in 
scientific instruments by the leading British manufac- 
turers. 

Some 50 firms exhibited apparatus, and features that 
were specially appreciated were the numerous experi- 
mental demonstrations that were given of the apparatus 
exhibited and the lectures that were delivered; for in- 
stance, Sir W. H. Bragg, K.B.E., F.R.S., discoursed on 
Sounds in Nature," and Prof. C. R. Darling on 
Some Unusual Surface Tension Phenomena." Prof. 
C. L. Fortescue and Dr. Bryan demonstrated some uses 
of a thermionic valve, explaining a number of well- 
known circuit arrangements, all the parts of which were 
exposed to view. The apparatus was shown connected 
up for illustrating the effects of ‘‘ space charge“ and 
‘‘ saturation," and for determining quickly the charac- 
teristics of the valves. The use of the valve as both an 
audible and high-frequency generator was demonstrated, 
as well as the ‘‘ heterodyne " method of receiving con- 
tinuous-wave signals, and certain other 
phenomena of“ beats. 

Messrs. R. W. Paul and F. Twyman demonstrated, 
by interferometry, the distribution of temperature 


around a hot body. The variation of the refractive 
index in gases being linear with increase of temperature, 
if a hot body be placed in an interferometer of the Hilger 
type, various bands are formed around the body which 
are isotherms. The convection currents in air, from 
electrically-heated wires, were shown both with and 
without baffles. The method of investigation was sug- 
gested bv Mr, Cuild. | 

Emeritus Professor Archibald Barr, D.Sc., LL.D., was 
to have lectured on the optophone, an instrument which 
enables the totally blind to read ordinary print. Owing, 
however, to indisposition he was unable to do so, but 
Mr. F. Morrison, his deputy. performed his task ad- 
mirably. | 


interesting 


ing. 


Following the lecture, Miss Mary Jameson, who has been 
blind from birth, convincingly demonstrated the possibilities 
of the instrument. She read with accuracy, although she 
had only been using the optophone for about five weeks, lines 
that had been selected at random from a book, proving that 
the results which may be obtained by the use of the device 
are beyond dispute. Several medical men and eye specialists, 
who have followed the development of the instrument, hold 
the same opinion. For the moment (we hope to furnish tech- 
nical details at a later date) it will suffice to record the main 
principle of the optophone as follows: A beam of light is 
made to traverse a line of printed inatter, and is retlected 
therefrom on to a selenium cell. The amount of light which 
reaches the cell naturally varies according to whether it is 
reflected from the black type or white background of the 
printed page, and this variation in turn changes the resistance 
of the selenium cell, allowing a larger or smaller current of 
electricity as the case may be to flow through it and actuate 
à pair of telephone receivers worn by the operator. The sound 
heard in the telephone receivers by the user is in the form 
of a musical note, and with practice the motif of different 
letters, and indeed of complete words, can be easily differ- 
entiated. Dr. E. E. Fournier d'Albe was the inventor of the 
instrument. 

THE Hewittic Errerric Co., Lro. (formerly the Westing- 
house Cooper-Hewitt Co., Ltd.), had a “ brilliant display 
of applications of the mercury vapour are. A small rectifier 
converting single-phase a.c. at 110 volts into d.c. at 190 volts 
was employed to supply energy to a spherical medical lamp 
outfit for the treatment of skin diseases, wounds, &c., by 
ultra-violet light. The efficiency. and convenience of this 
method of rectifying alternating current was amply demon- 
strated, a notable feature being the silent operation of the 
apparatus. The rectifying bulb is fixed at the back of the 
control panel, and the starting resistance and other acces- 
sories are grouped with it. The bulb being in the operating 
circuit, it is essential that it should always be delivering energy 
if the are is to be maintained. If the demand is an intermit- 
tent one as, for example, in a spark coil, a shunt of sufficient 
value must be connected in circuit. A shunt is also necessary 
to start the bulb against a counter e.m.f. as in battery charg- 
Immediately the bulb is in operation the shunt is cut 
out automatically or by hand. A practically constant output 
efficiency of 85 per cent. is obtained at 220 volts from one- 
quarter to full load. A special type of rectifier has been intro- 
duced by the company for the requirements of kinemas. This 
automatically comes into operation when the carbons of the 
projecting ure are brought into contact. Another device ex- 
hibited by the firm was a stationary type tracing printing 
machine in which two powerful mercury lamps about 5 ft. in 
length supply the light, the cvlinder of the machine being of 
lead glass to prevent injury to the eves of the operator. Other 
exhibits were photographic lamps for use in kinematograph 


studios and enlarging outfits. 


Messrs. H. TiNsuLEY & Co. exhibited a very varied collec- 
tion of instruments. including an artificial track-cireuit in 
operation; n self and mutual inductance standard constructed 
according to principles laid down by the United States Bureau 
of Standards: Tinsley's vernier potentiometer, described in 
our issue of October Ist. 1920 (p. 427); and a thermo-electriec 
compensating potentiometer, the first of its type to be 
made in this country, which instrument has a range of from 
] to 10,000 microvolts; a current regulator for use with the 
last-named instrument; tuning fork stroboscope, an instru- 
ment which measures speeds by means of a rotating disk and a 
constant periodic charge through a neon tube, which discharge 
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is obtained through an induction coil whose primary is excited 
by the current passing through a contact on the tuning fork; 
a double Kelvin bridge with standards; an automatic wireless 
transmitter for aeroplanes, which we have already described, 
in which a commutator with a series of Morse signals is driven 
by clockwork in such a manner that any particular message 
is transmitted by moving a lever; and a number of Wheat- 
stone bridges, &c. i 


Mr. F. Harrison GLEW demonstrated radio-activitv, and 
showed his radium applicators which are prepared with special 
composition ; the latter is claimed to be unalterable by radium 
and, therefore, does not need to be re-made like ordinary 
varnish applicators. 


MARCONI’S WIRELESS TELEGRAPH Co., LD., had on view the 
No. lla marine direction finder which embodies the new 
'" sense device. Formerly the direction finder gave the bear- 
ing of a transmitting station only, i.e., it did not show whether 
that bearing of the observed station was, say, aft or '' for- 
ward ° of the vessel taking the observation. The new 
sense device gives this information with certainty, the 
result being achieved by superimposing an open aerial upon 
the ordinary direction-finding aerial. The two minimum 
points on the scale are first ascertained in the usual manner, 
after which the open aerial 1s superimposed (with the addition 
of a resistance in the circuit to overcome the wiping out“ 
effect) which makes it possible to determine which of the two 
bearings given is the true one. The four-electrode valve ampli- 
fving detector was specially designed for use on board ship 
where the cost of installation and maintenance must be re- 
duced to a minimum. The chief feature is the employment 
of a single valve of a new type, having four electrodes and 
performing the function of three separate valves, viz., high 
frequency amplification, rectification and low frequency or note 
magnification. 


Tue Epison Swan EuEcrRIC Co., LrD., exhibited a number 
of its Pointolite’’ lamps, which were fully described in 
our issue of January 2nd, 1920 (p. 9). These have been de- 
veloped in both directions there now being sizes of 30 c.p. and 
4,000 c.p. The 30-c.p. size (fig. 1) which is produced at a very 
low cost, takes a current of .45 amp., and has been brought 
forward principally for employment with reflecting galvano- 
meters. The 4,000-c.p. size has been designed principally for 
kinema projection work, giving out a very long and cool high- 
power beam. In the pyrometric type exhibited, the tempera- 


er 


ture of the positive electrode may be varied between 1,200 and 
2.800 deg. C. The standard pattern of resistance employed 
with these lamps is capable of being used on all d.c. voltages 
from 100 to 250. A two-pin plug is used in connection with 
several pairs of holes to obtain the correct resistance corre- 
5 the voltage employed which is indicated on a 
scale. Fig. 2 shows a 100-c.p. lamp connected through a 
standard resistance. 


Messrs. Watson & Sons (ErECTRO-MEDICAL), Lrp., dis- 
played a number of examples of high-pressure and X-ray 
apparatus. A sphere-gap voltmeter graduated in kilovolts 
and centimetres was shown. This instrument is provided with 
accurately constructed spheres of 10 cm. diameter, and is useful 
in connection with h.p. transformers and induction coils for 
radiology. The Sonic bedside X-rays outfit was exhibited. 
This is a very compact set consisting of a static oil-immersed 
transformer operating from an ordinary a.c. supply. A 
Coolidge self-rectifying radiator tube is employed which obvi- 
ates the necessity of providing a rotating rectifying device. 
A tapping is made on the secondary winding of the transformer 
for the heating circuit of the tube. The whole outfit is com- 
plete in one unit, and mounted on a small cabinet, on castor 
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wheels, which contains the transformer. The energy is 
switched on and off by means of a foot switch or a pear switch. 
Another exhibit was a boiling X-ray tube for deep therapy 
treatment, that is, treatment with hard radiations. X Sunic ” 
X-ray group with kenetron valve and a heavy-discharge type 
induction coil with a ‘* Dreadnought ” mercury interrupter was 
also shown. In addition to these there appeared a diathermy 
apparatus for raising the internal temperature of the human 
body. Two types of electrodes were shown, those for penetra- 
tion and others for surgical treatment. 


Mr. J. St. V. Puetts exhibited the new Davis-Pletts slide 
rule, of which he is the patentee; it is manufactured by 
Messrs. John Davis & Son (Derby), Ltd., and presents some 
remarkable features. For one thing, it is entirely British 
made—and reflects credit on the makers. Its chief recom- 
mendation, however, is its greatly extended scope of applica- 
tion, which should render it especially useful to electrical en- 
gineers dealing with telephonic and wireless telegraphic 
formule, long overhead transmission lines, and other 
subjects involving the use of exponential or hyperbolic 
functions. The log-log scale, and its reciprocal scale, are 
placed respectively along the upper and lower edges of the 
face of the rule, and are related to the upper log scale in 
such a way that the numbers on the latter are the common 
logarithms of the numbers opposite them on the former; by 
this means the non-recurring log-log scales can be indefinitely 
extended. Further, scales are provided on the slide for all the 
ordinary exponential, circular, and hyperbolic functions, ar- 
ranged to read on the same log scale, so that the product or 
ratio of any such functions can be obtained. All such com- 
pound functions as e” sin a and log a cosh z can be obtained 
with a single setting of the slide and cursor, and every coin- 
hination of the various functions is obtainable with two or 
more settings. The numerous scales have been ingeniously 
packed into the available space, and the scope of the new rule 
18 astonishing; it should greatly shorten a class of calculations 
which are very tedious, and lable to error, when made by 
the usual methods. 


MESsRS. EVERSHED & VIGNOLES, Lrp., had an extensive show 
of measuring instruments of many types, including a number 
of their well-known '' Megger ” testing sets of different pat- 
terns, voltmeters, ammeters, &c. A ''Dionic " water tester 
was exhibited. This is an improved form of the well-known 
apparatus for detecting and measuring traces of impurity in 
water so minute as to escape chemical analysis. 


Fic. 9.—100 c. p. POINTOLITE " LAMP AND STANDARD. 


RESISTANCE. 


The complete apparatus is shown in fig. 3, where G is a 
glass tube to contain the water under test, and A and B are 
the electrodes connected to a direct-reading conductivity meter 
M, and a continuous-current hand-driven dynamo Ek. The 
thermometer T measures the temperature of the water under 
test, and is capable of being lowered or raised in the water, 
so altering the effective cross area of the liquid path. This 
thermometer is supported in a sliding holder L which moves in 
guides H H, and which carries an index I ranging over a scale 
J calibrated in degrees Centigrade. After the water to be tested 
has been poured into the funnel F has filled the tube G, the 
reading on the thermometer is noted, and its sliding holder 
is moved until the reading of the index 1 on the scale J cor- 
responds with the thermometer reading. This operation com- 
pensates for the change of conductivity due to temperature, 
and the reading given on the dial of the meter M 1s the con- 
ductivity of the water at 20 deg. C. By turning the handle 
w of the dynamo, a current is generated which traverses the 
meter and the water in the conductivity tube G. The pointer 
of the meter is deflected, and comes to rest at some point upon 
the scale which directly indicates the conductivity of the water 
in the tube corrected to 20 deg. C. The test is completed as 
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soon as the pointer has come to rest, that is to say, in two 
or three seconds. | ] 

The conductivity meter measures directly, and without calcu- 
lation, the conductivity of any electrolytic solution in the tube 
to which it may be connected. The indication is given by 
an index which ranges over an engraved scale, graduated in 
units of conductivity. The unit is the reciprocal of one 
megohm. In the conductivity meter for dilute solutions the 
scale extends from zero up to 2,000 units. 

The tube is so constructed that by pouring water into the 
funnel F, and allowing it to overflow through the outlet pipe 
O. every part of the tube is thoroughly washed out. A drain 
pipe D of pure rubber is provided at the bottom for the purpose 
of drawing off the contents at the conclusion of a test. 

Among the uses to which this apparatus may be put are the 
testing for leakage of cooling water into a surface condenser; 
boiler priming; measurement of hardness " of water; ascer- 
taining the correct proportion of quicklime to be added in 
'* softening ' water; testing water supplies or river water, &c. 

Needham's '' Pulsator ’’ system of speed control was demon- 
strated by means of a small motor and sliding resistance 
representing the engines of a boat. The apparatus is designed 
to accurately measure and control the speed of engines by an 
absolutely new method. The system depends for the constancy 
of its indications upon an electrical condenser and a non- 
inductive resistance. Its action is analogous to the operation 
of a Wheatstone' bridge, giving a wide range and great accu- 
racy. "The essential instruments of the system comprise a 
rheostat serving: either as a speed transmitter or meter, or 
both; a '' Pulsator " driven by the engine whose speed is to 
be measured or controlled; and balance indicators showing 
when the '' Pulsator ” is revolving at a speed corresponding 
to the position of a contactor on the rheostat. The speed 
transmitter in the case of a ship is mounted on the bridge with 
one of the balance indicators immediately adjacent. The other 
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Fig. 3.—'' Dionice " Water TESTER. SHOWING AUTOMATIC 
COMPENSATION FOR TEMPERATURE. : 


indicator 18 mounted in the engine room. The instruments 
are connected up by suitable wires, and can be operated from 
an ordinary lighting circuit. The action of the apparatus in 
speed-controlling is as follows: The transmitter, which has 
a dial graduated in revolutions per minute, is set to the desired 
speed, and the pointers of both indicators will then deflect to 
indicate either reduce or increase, depending upon the 
nature of the change being effected. The engineer will then 
adjust the speed gradually until the pointer of his indicator 
comes to rest at Steady," showing that the signalled speed 
has been attained. The bridge indicator reaches its steady ”’ 
position simultaneously. * In measuring speed the dial of the 
meter is moved until the indicator registers '' steady,” when 
the reading in r.p.m. can be taken. ; 

The high-pressure d.c. motor-generator set exhibited by the 
firm at last year's exhibition has been considerably improved. 
As noted in our issue of January 16th, 1920 (p. 89), the set 
was then designed to give an output of 15 mA at 5,000 volts 
.by means of three small magneto-generators in series on one 
side of the motor. The number of generators has now been 
increased to six, three on each side of the motor, and the same 
current output is orta:ned, but at a pressure of 12,000 volts. 
The design of the gelerator is such that the terminal e.m.f. 
18 practically free from ripple. The firm demonstrated the 
apparatus with a cstkode ray tube to show some of the pos- 
dir ilities of the cacbode ray method of investigating rapid 
changes of current. ; 

THE Mancoxi-OSRAM VALVE Co., Tap., showed a selection of 
various tvpes and sizes of transforming, receiving, amplifying, 
and rectifying valves. 

l (To be continued.) 
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AN ELECTRO-MEDICAL EXHIBITION. 


IN response to an invitation from Tur Episox Swan ELECTRIC 
Co., LTD., we visited a few days ago the showroom extension 
recently opened at 123, Queen Victoria Street, E.C. 4, for the 
display of electro-medical apparatus. 

The production of X-ray apparatus by this firm is a recent 
innovation, but its efficiency and general appearance make 
it apparent that Ediswan "° radiographic outfits will soon 
be well known. The exhibit inspected was a complete unit 
for an operating table measuring about 7 ft. by 3 ft. The 
table itself is well constructed, the upper part being of three- 
ply wood combining elasticity with strength. The X-ray tube 
carriage is fitted with ball bearings, and is easily moved to 
any position beneath the table. A useful device embodied in 
the carriage is a “' periscope.’ The side of the tube 
container has a lead glass window through which the image 


. of the tube is reflected on to a mirror fixed to the inside of a 


shutter in the side of the carriage. This facilitates inspection 
with no risk of injury from the ravs. The induction coil 
employed is the "'jointless section heavy-discharge type 
wound to give as little reverse current as possible. "The in- 
sulation is principally paper, instead of wax, making the coil 
suitable for use in hot climates. Each section of the coil is 
ene wire thick, the wire being wound on paper disks in op- 
posite directions for each alternate disk. A special coil for 
low-voltage work is also manufactured by the firm, primarily 
to meet the reauirements of medical men who do not possess 
an electricity supply. This may be used in conjunction with 
'" Ediswan-Acme large capacity accumulators, which are 
made up in 12-volt units, each mounted in a wooden container, 
highly finished, and fitted with a carrving strap. These are 
supplied in two capacities, viz., 44 amp.-hour and 66 amp.- 
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Fia. 1.— Premier " INTERRUPTER WITH MECHANICAL RECTIFIER. 


hour. The coil is fitted with a high-speed hammer break, and 
is made in three sizes to give 10-in., 12-in., or 14-in. sparks. 
The '' Premier " continuous current interrupter fitted in the 
exhibited set is a coal-gas turbine interrupter, the internal 
parts of which are substantially built of cast iron. This type 
is not affected by mercury and does not burn. The only atten- 
tion required is the replenishment of the mercury at two- or 
three-month intervals, and the oiling of the motor and main 
spindle bearings. The mechanical rectifier in use with this 
interrupter is based on the type patented by Mr. Leslie Miller, 
A.M.I.B.E. In this rectifier the reverse of the induction coil, 
due to the“ make of the primary circuit, is stopped by a 
revolving disk of insulating material. The periphery of this 
disk is perforated at the correct intervals, allowing only the 
useful current to pass to the X-ray tube. Mica disks were 
originally used, but owing to the difficulty experienced in 
obtaining large disks of this material “ paxolin" is now 
employed, and has proved an efficient. substitute. Thé inter- 
rupter and rectifier are enclosed in a sound-proof cupboard, 
as shown m fig. I. Another type of interrupter produced by 
the firm consists of a pear-shaped steel bowl mounted ver- 
tically above a small motor, to the armature of which it is 
attached. Inside the bowl is placed a small quantity of mer- 
cury which, by centrifugal force, travels up the side until it 
reaches the greatest diameter where it is received by a groove, 
and forms a complete rotating ring inside the bowl. On a 
vertical spindle in the inside of the bowl a fibre wheel revolv- 
ing on ball bearings is fitted, slightly out of centre, so that 
its edge engages with the mercury ring and is rotated by it. 
A copper segment is fitted across the fibre wheel which cuts in 
at intervals, allowing a momentary current to pass. The 


Vol. 88. No. 2,261, January 14, 1921.) THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 41 


rapidity of interruptions approximates to that of the electro- 
lytic interrupter, and is obtained without gearing and with - 


the motor running at its normal speed. Ten thousand inter- 
ruptions per minute are obtainable with this device. The 
dielectric used is paraffin oil which is separated from the 
mercury by centrifugal action. On the Premier ” a.c. inter- 
rupter a synchronous motor is fitted; electrolytic interrupters 
are also included among the products of the company. The 
switchboard used in conjunction with the apparatus may be 
either of the wall or trolley patterns. The wall type is shown 
in fig. 2. This is a highly finished, black-enamelled board 
behind which the necessary resistances are fitted. These re- 
ces are wound on hollow insulating tubes, which allow 
(^ apid dissipation of heat and prevent the spirals sagging if 
overheated. The ammeter is graduated from zero to 12 mA, 
.and by means of the multiple contact switch the current pass- 
ing through the tube can be gradually increased from less than 
1 mA to the maximum capacity of the coil. The centre of 
the board is occupied by a fine-wire resistance with a sliding 
contact giving a fine speed adjustment for the motor of the 
interrupter. Separate tumbler switches are provided for a 
pilot lamp, the motor, and the coil. For the last a pedal 
switch with & quick breaking action is provided in addition. 
The trolley pattern switchboard is similar in design, but is 
also fitted with a special quick-break double-pole switch. The 
board is mounted on a strong trolley fitted with rubber-tired 
castors. The ‘‘ Ediswan’’ X-ray tube stand is a highly 
finished piece of work with adjustments for height and lateral 
and vertical angles. The tube container is of lead-lined wood 
with a lead glass inspection window. 


‘Fig. 2.—X-RAY SWITCHBOARD. 


In addition to the X-ray apparatus the showroom contains 
a wide range of other electro-medical devices. One of these 
is the radiant heat bath, in which are fitted six carbon fila- 
ment lamps. The case is of heat-insulated wood, and is so 
constructed as to fit many parts of the human body. The 
beat given out is stated to be very effective in cases of rheuma- 
tism, &c. Small baths mounted on insulated stands, fitted 
with electrodes on each side are shown. Many portable gal- 
vanic and faradic batteries. are included in the display. The 
* Universal” earth-free machine is a set devised to meet a 
number of electro-medical requirements. The current is 
supplies by a small double-wound motor driven from an 
ordinary lighting circuit. The machine can be connected 
up in different ways to supply galvanic or faradic currents, 
to operate a small inspection lamp, or to provide the eder 
current to a cautery needle. By means of an eccentric an 

lunger fitted to the motor shaft, an interrupted current can 
be supplied, through a water resistance, to cause alternate 
contraction and expansion of the muscles. The motor may 
also be used to drive a vibrator for massage treatment through 
a flexible shaft.. Very effective results may be obtained with 
the company’s portable high-frequency sets, which are mar- 
vels of compactness. These are constructed for connection 
to a lighting circuit, they weigh only 10 Ib. each, and measure 
104 in. by 71 in. by 91 in. The accessories comprise a handle, 
surface electrode, rake electrode (for treatment of the hair), 
and a saturator (which, it is claimed, banishes insomnia). 

Although not strictly electro- medical, the Ediswan 


“ Saloon " hair dryer is worthy of mention. This consists 
of a small motor and fan, with a heating element (400 watts) 
which may either be fitted to the air nozzle or in the end of 
an aluminium flexible tube. The whole of the machine is 
light enough for application by hand, but a heavy metal base 
is also supplied. AU 
Our readers, who are already acquainted with the multi- 
farious activities of the Edison-Swan Co., will find it worth 
their while to visit the showrooms to view this very excellant 
exhibition of the company's developments in a new field. 
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ELECTRICITY AND AGRICULTURE. 


Tue tenth report of the Development Commissioners for the 
year ended March 31st last has been published recently by 
H.M. Stationery Office (price 2s. net). This is a voluminous 
publication dealing with a wide field of research and practice 
in the realms of agriculture, stock breeding, rural transport, 
harbour improvements, fisheries, &c. Electricity has played but 
a small part in the work of the Commissioners, but one or two 
points of interest to electrical people are recorded. Dealing 
with transport in rural districts, the report states that this 
function has now been transferred to the Ministry of Trans- 
port, but the Commissioners express regret that while these 
questions remained within their reference they were unable 
to recommend the Treasury to approve more than a small 
fraction of the applications submitted to them. This was not 
owing to intrinsic defects in the schemes, most of which were 
for making or extending light railways, but to the stipulation 
in the Development Act which forbade advances from the fund 
to an association of persons or a company trading for profit. 
As no alternative agencies offered themselves, or could be 
found for undertaking the development of rural transport, 
the Commissioners found themselves powerless to make re- 
commendations to the Treasury. The one . of 
the Brandsby Light Railway was a case where the promoters, 
the local landowners, were prepared to agree to conditions 
which satisfied the Law Officers of the Crown that no profits 
could possibly accrue to any one—a criterion that not un- 
naturally failed to recommend itself to the other applicants 
with whom the Commissioners negotiated over a period of 
years. 
It is interesting to note that experiments in electro-cul- 
ture, carried out by the Commissioners, have met with success, 
although previously it was thought that the benefits of elec- 
tricity in this direction were, at the best, doubtful. The 
effects of high-pressure electrical discharges upon the growth 
of crops were tested in the following manner: Wires 
were stretched above the crop and charged to a potential 
of about 50,000 volts, with the result that a small current 
passed through the air to the crop below. The most striking 
point about the majority of earlier experiments of this nature 
is the neglect of measurements of the current used, and on 
this account one electro-culture experiment could not be 
compared with another, and there was no certainty whether 
too much or too little discharge had been allowed to take place. 
To test the action of the current and to fill this serious gap 
there were started a series of plot experiments in different 
parts of the country. a series of pot ex eriments, and also 
laboratory experiments with single seedlings. In all these 
experiments careful measurements were made of the current 
supplied. and special experiments were directed to the de- 
termination of the maximum and minimum current which 
could be used. The plot and pot experiments have now been 
continued for a number of years, and converging evidence 
from the field and from the Inboratory indicates very clearly 
that hv such treatment the growth of a cereal crop can be 
markedly increased. Differences as high as 50 per cent.. 
per cent., and 35 per cent. in favour of the electrified areas 
have heen observed in a number of cases. It has further 
been shown that the plants are sensitive to a very small 
current. so it is easy to give a discharge which reduces. in- 
stead of increasing. growth. The amount of electric energy 
supplied to the individual plant is exceedingly small. for the 
total energy supplied per acre is only as much as that re- 
quired for a 50 candle-power lamp. If the cost of the installa- 
tion required to produce and distribute electricity in actual 
agricultural practice can be kept low, a new method is 
available for increasing the yield of crops. : ; 
The report makes reference to schemes for supplving electric 
power to farms. citing as an exemplarv scheme the Hereford 
Cornoration’s wide activities in this direction, referred to in 
previous numbers of the ELECTRICAD REVIEW. Mention 18 
made of a grant to the Chester Corporation for a survey of 
the water nower of the river Dee. the result of which was 


very promising. 
——— 


French Lamp Exports. — According to statistics published 
in the Builetin of the French Chamber of Commerce in Turin. 
France ex ported to Italy during the period from January lat to 
March 31at. 1920, 1,731.00 glow lamps, worth 605,850 lire. For 
the year these figures would represent, roughly, 6,924,000 lampe, 
valued at 2 423,000 fr. ó 
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THE PROPOSED ENGINEERS' CLUB. 


AN earnest endeavour is being made to found an Engineers’ 
Olub in London. The idea is a very excellent one, and it 
ought to be carried out on the broadest possible lines. The 
term Engineer should be made elastic, and should include 
those who, in the words of the charter of the Institution of 
Civil Engineers, turn the great forces of nature to the use and 
convenience of man. A club catering more or less for engineers 
has been tried on one or two occasions, and has not matured 
satisfactorily; what should be attempted now is an Engineers’ 
Club in the widest sense, domiciled in London, with a mem- 
bership obtained not from London alone, but from the pro- 
vinces and our overseas Dominions. 

The provision of a common ground, free from ull political 
bias, where engineering thought can find a congenial atmo- 
sphere, must be of inestimable value to the development of a 
profession and industry on which largely depend the safety 
and well-being of our Empire. If we want to listen to a paper 
on Taxation in the year 2021," or on The propelling ma- 
chinery of Noah's Ark in b.c. 5000. why should there not be 
& common meeting-place where we could dine in comfort 
before the debate, and wipe away all asperities when it was 
over in a sociable sinoke and drink together? 

Nothing can help engineering—the one great constructive 
force to-day, as it was yesterday and will be for all time— 
more than a gathering together of its vital component parts 
on the lines indicated above. Such a club, where members 
from the provinces and overseus could find a home, would pro- 
vide the ineans. 

It is impossible to look upon the financial aspect of such a 
venture with pre-war eyes. A subscription which might have 
been ample six years ago, owing to enhanced values, must 
now be more than doubled. An Engineers’ Club in London 
should not be started with less than 1,000 original members, 
at an annual subscription of, say, ten guineas. 

The scheme for the financing of an enterprise of this kind 
must receive close attention at a later date, and due regard 
must, of course, be paid to favourable terms for provincial 
and overseas members. ‘The dithculties are fully realised, but 
are believed to be not insurmountable. To make the Club a 
success it must be run as a club, and not as a glorified saloon 
bar. The latter course has been adopted by certain clubs in 
London to-day. 

The Club should aim at giving the best service possible at 
the lowest cost. It should be a club established for the benefit 
and advantage of its members, run on co-operative lines, and 
not a camouflaged hotel worked for the sake of profit. Four 
things are essential to bring about the end in view: First, the 
assurance of the moral support of all engineering interests; 
secondly, the necessary financial support; thirdly, the setting 
up of a really strong and representative honorary committee, 
composed of men who would give a large amount of time, 
trouble, and attention to the formation and conduct of the 
Club; and, fourthly, the finding of a man of experience who 
could run such a club economically and successfully. No 
amateur, however good, could fill the bill. The Club would 
need the best that money could buy; a full-time man of great 
experience in management, buying and catering, of long and 
varied knowledge of club management, and a gentleman—in 
the best meaning of the word— would be essential. 

There should be a generous bedroom acconunodation, for 
the country membership will be large; and for the same reason 
it might be well to have a linking-up arrangement with the 
Engineers' Clubs in Manchester and Birmingham. 

We are glad to announce that a strong preliminary com- 
mittee, comprising prominent men in the civil, mechanical, 
electrical, gas, transport, iron and steel, shipbuilding, and 
other branches of engineering is being formed, in order to 
explore the possibilities. 

As it is vitally important for the framers of a scheme to 
have some idea of the magnitude of the probable membership, 
readers who are in favour of such a club are invited to send 
their names either to the offices of this paper or to Mr. 
Edmund L. Hill (Secretary of the Federation of British In- 
dustries), 39, St. James's Street, S.W. 1, who has kindly con- 
gented to act pro tem. as honorary secretary to the committee. 


Report on Air Ministry Competitions.—The Report upon 
the competitions between various types of aeroplanes and 
'" amphibians " which took place during August and Septem- 
ber last says a great deal with regard to points in design mak- 
ing for safety and comfort. It is noted with satisfaction that 
very few items of equipment of foreign make were utilised 
by competitors, and these were practically confined to petrol 
gauges. The magnetos fitted were all of British design and 
manufacture, and the Report states: '' While there is little 
doubt but that when & few mechanical details have been im- 
proved, the British magneto will be the best in the world, 
the results of the competitions show that the British magneto 
manufacturers are now abreast of any of their foreign rivals.” 


LEGAL. 


ELECTRICITY OBTAINED BY FRAUD. 


AT Old Street Police Court, S. D. Goldberg was summoned 
for unlawfully causing to be laid electric lines to communicate 
with an electric line belonging to the Stepney Borough Council 
on or about November 8th, and, further, fraudulently abstract- 
ing, consuming, and using electricity, the property of the 
Borough Council. 

Mr. G. H. Youn, prosecuting, said defendant and two 
others made application to the Council in writing to be sup- 
plied with electricity for certain premises to be converted by 
the defendant into a billiard saloon. An inspector from the 
Council, who went for the purpose of removing a meter 
board, discovered that two wires had been connected with the 
wire belonging to the Council, und with four lamps, in such 
a way that the electricity passing through did not go through 
the meter. The electrician said it was done by Mr. Goldberg’s 
orders. Defendant was seen afterwards, and said the lamps 
had only been on for an hour or two, and if there was any- 
thing to pay, he was willing to pay it. 

DEFENDANT said his electrician did it, but he (defendant) was 
liable as he employed him. It was only a temporary connec- 
tion, for three-quarters of an hour. 

Mr. CLARKE HALL said he was sorry his power to fine was 
limited to £5 in each case, because he thought it was a gross 
fraud. Defendant would be fined £5 and £2 2s. costs on each 
of the two summonses.—Bethnal Green News. 


THEFT. 
Harry RisLEY, 34, electrician, employed at Bellamy's Wharf, 
was sentenced to three months’ imprisonment with hard labour 
at the Tower Bridge Police Court on January 6th, for stealing 
goods valued at £243.—The Times. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
Litter received by us after 6 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the following week. Correspondents should forward their communi- 


cations at the earliest possible moment, No letter can be published 
unless we have the writer's name and address in owr possession, 


The Cost of Living on the Gold Coast. 


In the current issue of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW a letter 
appears from '''Phone Engineer asking for particulars of 
life an the Gold Coast. I have spent five and a half out of the 
past six years there. The climate, as is generally known, is 
not healthy for Europeans, but if ordinary care is taken it is 
not as black as sometimes painted. It is very damp ali the 
year round, and produces a good crop of rheumatism and 
kindred complaints. The heat is not as great us in India or 
Euypt during the dav owing to the moisture, but the nights 
are hot as a rule. The average temperature 1s about 90 deg. 
Malaria is very prevalent, but not serious provided it is not 
taken too lightly and quinine is taken regularly. 

The cost of living is high compared to that at home. Bunga- 
lows are usually provided free for a single man, in which case, 
including a cook, steward, boy's washing, &c., the cost per 
month will come out at about £15 to £20, according to the 
style of living. The food very much depends upon the dis 
trict where one is situated. If on the railway, a seaport, or 
near either, fresh meat can usually be obtained of a greater 
or lesser degree of toughness at about 2s. 6d. per lb. Chickens 
are generally plentiful, as are also eggs and fruit. Tinned 
goods form a great part of the European's diet—bacon, vege- 
tables, &c., which can be obtained from any of the numerous 
traders’ stores in the colony. Clothing. generally speaking, 1s 
dear, and a sufficient supply to last the tour should be taken 
from home. If Phone Engineer " is considering going out 
to the Coast I should be pleased to give him any more 
particulars he may require. 


January 8th, 1921. 


[We are much obliged to our correspondent for these useful 
particulars, and for his offer to give further information. 
Letters addressed to this office will be forwarded to him.— 
Eps. Exec, Rev.] 


Mine Engineer. 


A Generator Problem. 


In further reply to ‘‘ Wireman,” I should like to suggest 
that in addition to testing the voltage across the shunt field, 
he should also test which is the positive and which is the 
negative shunt lead. He should also ascertain which is the 
positive and which the negative machine terminal. This he 
can easily do by means of a polarised voltmeter. If the volt- 
meter indicates that the voltage across the shunt field is lesa 
than that across the machine terminals, the machine wii run 
gelf-exciting if the positive field lead is connected to the posi- 
tive terminal and the negative lead to the negative terminal. 
If the field leads are connected up in the reverse way, the 
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machine will not build up, because the voltage generated by the 
residual magnetism will send a current through the field wind- 
ings in such a direction as to oppose and destroy the residual 
magnetism, no matter what polarity it may have. 

It does not necessarily follow that because a shunt-wound 
machine runs as a motor it will also run as a self-exciting 
generator without altering the connections. It will only do 
so on condition that the direction of rotation is that suitable 
for the conditions obtaining. If the machine in question 


proves to be designed for separate excitation from a 480- v 


supply, the reason for not building up as a shunt generator is 
obvious. If connected to a supply. as a shunt motor, it would 
certainly run, but at a dangerously high speed owing to the 
weak field. 

I do not quite follow Wireman's explanation of series 
and compound connections. It would have been better had he 
given a sketch of arrangement. The compound winding will 
perform its function of regulating the voltage according to load, 
whether the generator is self-exciting or not. 


T. A. Robertson. 
Glasgow. 
January 8th, 1991. 


U 


_ Referring to Wireman's correspondence of the Ist inst., 
in connection with the above, I am of the opinion that the 
machine referred to is a compound-wound interpole generator. 
and that the comnound winding mentioned by him is actually 
the interpole winding. 

If ** Wireman "' cares to get in touch with me direct, I shall 
be pleased to give him any assistance I can in the matter. 


C. A. Besley. 
39. Newfoundland Road, Cardiff. : 
January 8th, 1991. 


Excessive Charges for Service. 


In reply to an application for a ten-point installation of 
electric light in a small villa about 20 ft. back from a road 
in which mains are already laid, the electrical engineer of an 
Urban District Council recently quoted a price of £15, for 
installation cherges. 

Povether with the cost of wiring, the whole installation 
would have cost about £41, which is quite prohibitive for 
houses of this class. and if similar charges are being made 
throughout the country the immediate future of electric light- 
ing would seem to be very gloomy. 

As is most common with public authorities, the letter was 
abrupt to the verge of rudeness, the applicant being informed 
that if he decided ''to adopt electric lighting this sum, in 
accordance with the instructions of the Council, must be paid 
before the work could be put in hand." 

It is hardly necessarv to say that -the applicant did not 
decide to adopt electric lighting. 

X. 


January 10th, 1921. 


[According to the Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899, the 
undertakers can only charge for so much of the service line 
as may be laid upon the property of the consumer, if the 
premises are within 60 ft. of a distributing main.—Epns. 
Errc. REv.] 


German Competition in the Electrical Trades. 


We regret that W. H. M., in his effort to avoid person- 
alities, should have 80 poor an opinion of our knowledge of 
economics. A blow at one's little hobbies is always the most 
unkindest cut of all: but we take comfort in that as vet.” 

If we understand your correspondent aright, he suggests 
that our determination not to buy German machinerv is 
causing more unemplovment in this country. Let us see where 
this leads us. We refuse to buy from Germany, and for the 
Ake of the argument, cannot, or will not. purchase machinery 
of other foreign origin. We, therefore, in order to keep our 
business going, buy the machinery from British manufac- 
turers, and so we increase unemployment, which, as Euclid 
wonld sav, is absurd. 

There is a certain kind of cane used by chairmakers in this 
country. which, we understand, grows onlv in Germany. Tf 
we were chairmakers, and refused to buy thia cane, we should. 
undonbtedly. increase unemployment.; '"W. H. M." will 
readily see the difference in these two cases. 

We will do our best to reply to your correspondent's ques- 
tions. 

1. Germany does not intend to pay her war debts. but if 
forced to do so, can pav with the wealth produced by her 
agriculture, her mines her manufacturing industries. and hv 
the profits made in trading with those neutral countries which 
have been enriched by the war. 

2. Yea, and the greater the quantitv sent over here, the 
larger the number of British factories which will close down. 

3. We never mentioned the word “ rings” in our letter. 
Rings can either increase the prosperity of a countrv or be its 
curse Tt depends entirely on the policy of the rings. 

4. If W. H. M." had thought a moment he would not 
have asked this question; how can our manufacturers dump 
their good across a hich protective barrier? Apart from this, 
we doubt if any manufacturers, exposed to free foreign com- 


petition and dumping, could ever make their goods in sufficient 
quantities to dump profitably. We reiterate that the producer 
is the creator of the real wealth of a country—the agriculturist, 
the miner, and the skilled artisan—with the assistance of the 
capitalist, and the trained technical expert. The great dis- 
tributing systems—ships, railways, wholesalers, retailers, ex- 
port and umport merchants are, of course, indispensable, and, 
by their enterprise and efficiency, add greatly to the wealth 
of the country; but injure the producers, either by excessive 
taxation, strikes, the policy of ca’ canny, unrestricted forei 
imports, or dumping, and you strike a mortal blow at the 
prosperity and well-being of our land. At the same time, and 
what is of equal importance, you are endangering the national 
security of our country. Has the war taught “ W. H. M." 
nothing? Surely ne remembers how, in the early days of the 
war, our armies were handicapped—little optical glass, less 
chemical glass, and few explosives, owing to a decaying dye 
industry. We wonder how many of our lads were sacrificed 
through the lack of these native industries, strangled by 
German competition. 

One of our correspondents tells us he has sent a copy of 
your leading article to his local M.P.—an excellent idea, which 
we have copied, and, in view of the Bill shortly to be presented 
to Parliament, one we should like to commend to your readers. 


London. E. P. Allam. 
January 10th, 1921. k 


. The correspondence on this subject in your columns is very 
interesting. With regard to one of the questions asked by 
W. H. M." in your issue of the 7th inst., it is, of course, 
notorious that the rings in the electrical industry, and in 
others, are largely responsible for inflated prices, and also for 
the restriction of trade, though whether they can be held 
responsible for the latter in its present legal definition is an- 
other matter. It follows that they are responsible for some of 
the unemployment in the country. It is natural that the 
rings should wish to keep out German and other goods, as 
their aim is to eliminate competition and fix their own prices 
accordingly. The buyer and the consumer are, of course, the 
sufferers. If you and W. H. M." are agreeable, I would like 
to get into touch with him. The prejudice against German 
goods is natural enough, but the whole question is very much 
wider than this, and calls for clear thinking and action. 


Play Fair. . 
January 8th, 1921. 


— 


May I refer All British" and other correspondents to 
extracts from the last two paragraphs of your leading article 
in to-day's issue of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW ? 

“ Surely it is a matter of plain common sense . . . . and it 
should be our earnest endeavour to turn out the maximum 
quantity of goods at the lowest possible prices. That is what 
the Germans are doing already. [Italics are mine.] Let us 
beware lest, beaten in war, they defeat us in the arts of 
peace . . . . and let each ‘ do his bit.’ ” 

That is what I tried to say in my first letter 


January 7th, 1921. 


W. H. M. 


The Life of Metallic Filament Lamps. 


Is it not about time some protest was made against the 
metallic filament lamps which at present are being turned 
out on the market? Wherever one discusses the question, one 
hears the same complaint—inferiority. 

I have burning at the present time two out of six '' Brims- 
down " lamps bought before the war—one in a table lamp 
which is continually being moved. The remaining four all 
burned over three years. There is a legend that the life of 
a lamp should be 1.000 hours. I have tried all the leading 
makes, and I should imagine that 950 hours average is about 
the maximum one can expect from lamps purchased in the 
last 12 months. As for the half-watt type. these are infinitely 
worse. I purchased eight ten days ago—six burnt out in three 
days, and were returned to the factors who supplied them, 
who also tendered the information that they were having 
& tremendous nnmber of complaints, and having to return 
lamps to the makers in hundreds. 

Besides concentrating on prices, could not the lamp ring 
make an effort to see that a consumer gets a fair return for 
his manev, and by so doing help the electrical industry 
generally? 

The failures referred to are not mechanical breakages, but 
lamps which go out after a short run in perfectly undisturbed 
positions. Perhaps some large users will give their experience. 


January 10th, 1921. Dudlux. 


Shop Displays. 

Mv attention has been directed to a letter dated December 
Brd appearing in one of vour recent issues, from the manag- 
ing director of Messrs. Watson, Marsh & Co. (Hampstead), 
Ltd. I am sorry that the writer should trouble you with his 
personal grievances. A vague charge is made against mv 
Association. to which it ie impossible to reply in the absence 
of anything definite. Suffice it to say that Mr. Cohen per- 
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. sonally thanked our solicitors for their help in matters which 
_ Keally, related to clients of Messrs. Watson, Marsh, and thanks 
were also received from the clients concerned. 
I I should hardly think that the public are concerned with 
. the circumstances under which Messrs. Watson, Marsh & Co. 
resigned as from April 30th, 1921, from the membership of 
. the N.F.E.A., or the fact that Messrs. Watson, Marsh & Co., 
, Were pressing for the rebates under the cable makers' agree- 
ment before they became due, and at a time when they them- 
. Selves had not paid up the contributions to the subsidy fund 
of the N.F.E.A. I submit that it would be far better if 
Messrs. Watson, Marsh & Co., instead of writing about union 
amongst members ” practised loyalty themselves to their own 


Association. 


t 
" 


Leonard G. Tate, 

General Secretary. 
London. Electrical Contractors’ Association (Inc.). 
January 8th, 1921. 


A Curious Phenomenon. 


Your-correspondent's letter re gas burners brings to mind 
8 similar case I met with some years ago; this time, however 
it was arc lamps. These were repaired during the day and 
put on test during overtime, i.e., 5.30 to 10 p.m. About 
7 p.m., and from then onwards, we were greatly bothered 
by a continual but intermittent flickering of the arc, accom- 
panied by a sing or drone, according as the arc lengthened 
or shortened. Being then much younger, I was greatly 
puzzled, though assured by one of the sparks that it was 
due to wireless. I have never met the phenomenon since, and 
the spark being a romancer was not really believed. Per- 
haps some of your readers may have been up against it also, 

and have an explanation. The sing of the arc certainly 
supported the wireless theory. 
E. N. E. Husbands. 


Lincoln. 
January 6th, 1921, 


A Fiery Test. 


The note in this week's REVIEW on a remarkable test of 
an electric iron recalls a similar but unintentional test which 
came under my notice. I was called to a large house where 
some of the lights had gone out," and on tracing the fault 
down to the drawing room I found a hole burnt through the 
oak floor underneath the sofa and the iron—a 3 lb. Magnet 
—under the floor; it had been placed under the sofa out of 
the way and never switched off. As your article says, the 
plating had gone west," but the wooden handle was only 
scorched. The fuse had been blown by the iron falling on to 
the flex and burning it through. The heating element was 
uninjured, and after being cleaned up, the iron was put into 
Rervice again, and to my knowledge was in use eighteen 
months after wards. 

Not Burnt Out. 


January 8th, 1921. 


On page 21 of your current issue the Electric Heating Co., 
of Croydon. describe a remarkable test of their electrical 
iron." A 6 lb. iron was mounted on a wood plank 14 in. wide 
and 43 in. thick, and the current was switched on. In 13 hours 
the iron had become & white hot mass of metal, and had 
burned its way through the board. 

If the current taken by the iron was in excess of the normal 
rating. then indeed it was a remarkable test. But, on the 
other hand, if the current was normal, then surely the iron 
should not become a white hot mass, but should dissipate 
its heat when it had reached its best average ironing tempera- 
ture. I can understand an iron burning the wood, but I do 
not understand the iron becoming a white hot mass. I shall 
be glad to hear from the makers on this point, and also to 
have the views of your readers. 

L. O. Meyer. 


Bedford. 
January Tth, 1921. 


Electricity Supply from Surplus Sources. 


In your issue of December 24th there is a description of a 
small hydro-electric plant which is stated to be unique, '' inas- 
much as there is no other similar plant in this country which 
feeds surplus energy into a town's public supply network.” 

Concerning this, I would ask why this should. be so. Is 
there any valid objection to this course being adopted on a 
large scale? If works all about the country can take a supply 
of electrical energy from the mains through a meter, is there 
any reason why a works that happens to have surplus energy 
should not dispose of it by discharging it into the public 
supply mains through a meter, and being credited with 1t? 

Some firms have long ranges of boilers supplying steam at 
low pressure for heating and boiling. If instead of the boilers 
being pressed to, say, 60 lb. they were pressed to 200 lb., it 
would require only a few per cent. more heat units, and the 
&team if passed through an engine or turbine would develop 
& great deal of electrical energy at merelv nominal cost, which 
could be fed into the public supply mains. 

Other possibilities of generating electrical energy cheaply 
are blast-furnace and coke-oven gas, exhaust from internal. 


combustion engines, streams, &c., and if all such sources of 
generating energy were developed, the result in the aggregate 
would be very large, and the benefit to the country consider- 
able. If it were known that any surplus energy could be 
passed into the publie supply mains, many people and com- 
panies who have potential sources of energy would proceed 
to develop them, and such schemes as the Severn barrage 
might take a back seat for a time. It has been suggested 
that companies which use a lot of steam for manufacturing 
purposes and require very little power should place their 
works beside other manufacturers who require a great deal 
of power and have very little use for steam, but moving 
works involves a large outlay, and it would be unnecessary 
if surplus electrical energy could be discharged into the public 


supply mains. | 
Albert Charles Pain, M.I.Mech.E. 
Birmingham. ; 
January "th, 1921. 


[The answer may perhaps be found in the facts, which have 
been noted in our pages, that power companies have to provide 
stand-by plant practically equivalent to the surplus power 
supply; that many works have surplus energy at times and 
on days—as at week-ends—when the power companies cannot 
use it; and that consequently the power companies cannot 
offer a good price to the works for the surplus energy, nor 
can they sell it to the public at a low rate, in view of the 
capital charges on plant and mains.—Ebs. Etec. REv.] 


A Freemasons’ Lodge for Birmingham. 


I have heard it mooted for several months that several Free- 
masons who are electrical engineers in the Birmingham dis- 
trict think it desirable that a lodge should be formed in 
Birmingham, confined to electrical engineers. I shall be 
pleased if you will give this publicity, and would thank all 
those interested to communicate with me. 

V. Delebecque. 

57, Bridge Street, 

Walsall. 
January Tth, 1921. 


Home Lighting Economies. 


With reference to Voltman's home lighting economies 
and Mr. C. A. Copinger's suggestion in the current number 
of the Review, may I offer the following idea? Instead of 
connecting several 230-V m.f. lamps in series on a 230-V circuit, 
would it not be more economical to use 50 or 100-V m.f. lamps 
(for four or two points respectively) in series? These lamps 
can, I believe, be obtained in as low a c.p. as 5, taking about 
6 watts. Supposing that Voltman ” has four dark corners 
to light, and uses four 50-V 6 watt m.f. lamps in series; at 
6d. a unit this will only cost him 0.16d. per hour—not a 
ruinous figure! l 

Vere Burgoyne. 

London. l 

January 10th, 1921. 


Preparing Estimates. 


Do any of your readers know of an up-to-date text book 
dealing with the work of preparing estimates for general elec- 
trical work and giving suggestive data? 

Estimating Engineer. 
January 3rd, 1921. . 


The A.E.G.— Addressing the sharebolders at the recent 
annual meeting, when the report and accounts for 1919-90 
were adopted, Herr Rathenau is reported to have expressed 
satisfaction that the former peace rate of dividend of 14 per 
cent. had been reached, although he admitted that it was a 


: paper mark distribution, because the earnings were in paper 


marks. It had been considered necessary to create a new 
foundation for the benefit of the workmen by the allocation 
of 12,000,000 marks for the purpose. The donation was 
prompted by the feeling that the company must recognise that 
the men had made every effort to increase the production 
during the difficult situation, the amount averaging 200 marks 
per head. As to the future prospects, the chairman remarked 
that the stock of orders was not uniform, but was so far 
satisfactory. The course of business with the Felten and 
Guilleaume Co. was developing according to expectations, and 
the conditions in the case of the other investments were also 
satisfactory. 


Wages Questions in Sweden.— Negotiations are pro- 
ceeding in Sweden between the Employers' Association and 
the Electrical Einployers' Association on the one hand and 
the Electrical Workers' Union on the other, with regard to the 
conclusion of a new agreement for the whole of the country. 
In the case of electricians employed by installation contractors 
a minimum wage of 2.85 kr. per hour is now being demanded, 
It appears that since tlfe end of 1914 the wages of this class 
of workmen have increased by 265.7 per cent., whereas the 
cost of living, as shown by the latest figures of the State Social 
Administration, has advanced by 181 per cent. between 1914 
and October let, 1920. l = 
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BUSINESS NOTES. 1 


Dissolutions of Partuershlp.—ORNTRAL LIGHT AND 
PowER Co., electrical engineers and general electrio lighting and 
power installation contractors, Friar Lane, Leicester.— Messrs. F. T. 
Middleton, J. Octon, and T. Wright have dissolved partnership. 
Debts will be attended to by Mr. J. Orton and Mr. T. Wright, who 
will continue the business. 

HANBURY & WILSON, electrical oontractors, 3A, Padiham Road, 
Burnley, Lanoaster.—Mr. C. K. Hanbury and Mr. T. H Wilson have 
dissolved partnership. Mr. C. K. Hanbury will attend to debts and 
continue the business in his own name. 

PEERLESS ENGINEERING Co., Cole Hill, Burnley Road, Halifax. 
—Messrs. J. A. Hogan and H. & E. Blackburn have dissolved 
partnership as from December 81st, 1920. Debts will be attended 
to by Messrs. Bairstow and Atkinson, chartered accountants, 
District Bank Ohamb>ra, Commercial Street, Halifax. 

Horace Boor & PARTNERS, consulting engineers, 7, Victoria 
Street, 8.W.—Mr. H. L. P. Boot and Mr. R. J. Spencer-Phillips have 
dissolved partnership. Mr. H. L. P. Boot will attend to debts and 
continue the business. 

HAMPSHIRE ELECTRICAL Co., electrical engineers and fitters, 
83, High Street, Gosport.— Mr. W. N. Walters and Mr. W. W. 
Wilson bave dissolved partnership. Debts will be attended to by 
Mr. W. W. Wi'son. 

UP-TO-DATE ELECTRICAL Co., AND ATTWOOD & Co., electrical 
engineers, 433, Foleshill Roa 1, Coventry. Messrs. R. E. Parker and 
F. B. Attwood have dissolved partnership. Debts will be attended 
to by Mr. R. E. Parker. 


Company Liquldatlons.— LEV BURN ELECTRIC SUPPLY 
Co., LTD. — Meeting of creditors is called for January 24th, at the 
company's offices, Leyburn. Mr. P. Dobson, liquidator. 

CANNON MOTOR AND ELEOTRICAL WOBKES, LTD.—Particulars of 
claims must be sent to the liquidator, Mr. P. G. Clegg, 10, Cannon 
Lane, Brighton, by February 8th. 


Trade Ansouncements.—Messrs. A. Kina & Co., of 
Leith Eiectric Works, Prince Regent Street, Leith, inform us that 
they have taken into partnership Mr. Andrew S. Gray, A. M. I. E. E., 
who has rendered valuable service in their employment for many 
years as cbief draughtaman and, latterly, as manager. 

Messes H. W. SMITH & Co, LTD., electrical wire and cab'e 
manuf scturers, of Lyd broak, Glou ster, have opened a sales office 
at Central House, Kingeway, W.C. Telephone No.: Regent 2368. 

TH& CHLORIDE ELECTRICAL STORAGE Co , LTD., inform us that 
the telephone number of their London office has been altered to 
Victoria 5543. 

Mrssns. DYER & YouNG, electrical engineers and contract rs, of 
Stanstea i, Essex, inform us that in addition to their tramway 
supplies, they are making a speciality of rewinding small arma- 
tures, field coils, &c., and refitting commutators of all siz xe. 

Me srs. Donovan & Co., electrical manufacturers and suppliers, 
of 47, Co:nwa!l Street, Birmingham, owing to increased business, 
have taken larger premises at 16, Cornwall Street, which will be 
used as bulk stores of electrical accessories, &». The offices and 
tales department will remain a‘ 47, Cornwall Street. 

THE BLAKE MOTOR Co., electrical engineers, have opened premises 
st 169, Yorkshire Street, Rochdale. 

THE WESTMINSTER TOOL AND ELECTRIC Co inform us that they 
have now comp!'eted the equipment of their new Westool Works, 
Putney Bridge Road, and are manufacturing, in all sizes, the 
Mark 1 pattern of the Westool electric portable drills ; the No. 2 
tire, which has just been completed, it is stated, is giving excep- 
tionally good results, Fitted with a No. 2 Morse taper socket, the 
tool weighs complete 42 Ib, and will drill a hole j-in. diameter in 
mild steel 34-in. deep, in a minute. The Westool Mark 1 type drills 
are fitted throughout with ball bearings, and have an exceptionally 
short overall length, while giving an effective feed nearly twice 
that of other electrio drills. 

Messrs. Bawpan & Co., of 45, Newhall Street, Birmingham, 
who are shortly opening a branch in Melbourne, Victoria, are 
desirous of get'ing into toush with British manu‘%acturers who are 
open for representation in that country. They would also be 
pleased to receive lists and prices in duplicate of electrical and 
mechanical supplies. 

Mreaszs. Guy OBHANTRILU X Co, electrical engineers and 
exporters, have removed to 6, Norfolk Street, Strand, W.C. 2. 


Catalegaes and Lists:—THe M ‘DLAND EuroTec Manu- 
FACTURING Co., LTD., Barford Street, Birmingham.—Ten illus- 
trated leafi ste, No. 103 to 111, dealing with various types of iron- 
clad ewitohes and cut-outs, fuse bridges, distribution boards, &o. 

THE GENERAL ELkEkOrRIC Co., LTD., 67, Queen Victoria Street, 
EC., 4.—Leafist F. 2 397, a priced leafi:t illust-ating "'Doriolite " 
eemi-indirect a'l-glass pendant bowl fittings; also a "sticker" 
illustrating the “Kingsway telephone extension arm. 

PATERSON & SESVICE, 33, Bath Street, Glasgow.—List No. A 25, 
zet trade pric: lis? of elsctrio lighting accessories, inclu ling cables, 
wires, insulating materials, lampholders, wall plu 28, &o. " 

R. B. HAN PD & Co., LTD., 63, High Holborn, W.C. 1.—An illustrated 
price list of Hand" refill batteries for pocket. lamps and torches. 

Doxovaw & Co. 47, Cornwall Street, Birmingham.— Export 
list No. 8,120. An illustrated and priced sheet of electrical &oces- 
wries, including switohboards, ammeters and voltmeters, cut-outs, 
lamphold ra, switch s, &o. Prices include packing and delivery 
fob. British port; c.i.f. prices can be quoted. : 


SWEDISH GENERAL ELECTRIC, LTD., 5, Chanoery Lane, W.C. 2. 
—Stock lists, No. 26, d.c. and single-phase a o. motors, and d.o. 
electric drills, No. 27, two- and three-phase motors, single-phase 
commutator motors, transformers, &c. Illustrated and priced. 

MELDRUMS, LTD., Timperley, near Manchester.—" Meldrum's | 
Magazine.” This is the second edition of the magazine, dealing 
with the destruction of waste of all kinds and the employment of 
the heat generated. Photographs are used to illustrate various 
types of destructor made by the firm. 

L. G. HawkriNs & Co., 116, Charing Cross Road, W. C. 2.—An 
illustrated booklet dealing with Miller" lamps and fixtures and 
their applications. 

PiGGoTT ELECTRICAL Co., LTD., 21, New Bridge Street, E.C., 4. 
— Electrical plant and monthly sale register, dealing with 
generating sets, d.c. and a.c., motors, dynamos, motor-generators, 
rotary converters, &c. ; 

Isis ELECTRICAL Co., 57, Albert Road, Aston, Birmingham.—An 
illustrated leaflet giving prices of fancy ceiling plates and hooks, 
and other lighting fittings. 

THE B.E Co. (or LONDON AND BIRMINGHAM), LTD., Hendon 
House, 57, Upper Thames Street, E.C. 4.—The Beco booklet 
(13 pp.) of electric fires aad heating appliances, giving illustrations 
and prices of a large variety of fires, kettles, irons, soldering 
irons, &c. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.—G. DoLBT, electrician, 39, 
East Marsh Street, and 120, Freeman Street, Great Grimsby.— 
Receiving order made December 31st, 1920, on debtor's own 
petition. First meeting, January 15th; publio examination, 
February 3rd ; both at Grimsby. 


Company Registrations, 1920.— Statistics compiled by 
Messrs. Jordan & Sons, Ltd., 115 and 117, Chancery Lane, W.C.2, 
regarding the registration of companies at Somerset House during 
1920, include the following :—'' Electric, gas, &c.," 194 companies, 
with a total capital of E 1, 956,100; Engineers, 483 companies, 
capital 211,016,330  "Kinemas," 312 companies, capital, 
4 11,60 1,06); Mines, coal, & »," 334 companies, capital E 27, 217, 362; 
04,“ 113 companies, capital 27,210,310; Rail ways,“ 16 oom- 
penis capital £1,196,100; " Telephones,” 7 companies, capital 

1,612,000. 


Lead Report.—Messas. G. Cawson & Co., writing 
under date January 8th, say :—The market this week has been 
ra her disappointing after closing £0 firm last week. The price of 
prompt metal reacted to £22 15s., but the closing, however, is 
firmer again owing to some signs of shortage. Closing prices 
are:— 

Prompt and January ... oes .. £23 10 to £23 15 
Feb-uary and March ... iuis .. 223 15 to £24 0 
April is sa iss £24 Oto £24 5 

Messrs. JAMES Forster & Co. say:—Consumars have been 
inquiring lately for considerable quantities of lead, both for early 
aid forward delivery, and a good business has been done, up to 
£25 10s. having been reported paid on Tuesday for January 


delivery. However, in many cases business has been postponed on 


&ccouat of the erratic condition and continued uncertainty of the 
London market. Consumers generally, we balieve, are working on 
very short stocks. | 

Forelda Trade.—DscEMBER Fiaures.—The following 
are the values of importa and exports of electrical goods and 
machinery in December :— 


December. Ino. or 19 months, 1920, 
1920. dec. Ino. or dec. 
IMPORTS. & 1 1 
Electrical goods, &o. ... 282,276 + 140,454 + 621,739 
Machinery Vas „ 1,727,901 + 13,333 + 4,941,369 
EXPORTS. | 
Electrical goods, &o. .. 1,340,282 + 707,441 4- 5,896,368 
Machinery sss ese 7,173,029 +3,677,810 + 32,716,486 
RE-EXPORTS. i 8 
Electrical goods, &o. ... 23,741 + 11,948 + 56,442 


Machinery eee „ 127,109 + 52,428 + 778,589 


* 
The A. E.G. in Luxemburg.—It is reported that the 
A E.G. has purchased for 750,000 fr. an establishment in Luxem- 
burg for the location of the offi» and stocks formerly kept at 
Metz. The company’s trading operations for the West of Europe 
will be conducted from the Luxemburg works. ; 


Work for Unemployed. —The Ministry of Transport has 
published a statement regarding tho carrying out of arterial road 
schemes as a moasure for the relief of the present unemployment, 
The fund available for free grants to authorities to enable them to 
proceed with the construction of these roads amounts to 25, 200, 000. 
It is proposed to advance 50 per cent. of the cost of the schemes 
from this fund, and the remainder, if necessary, may be loaned by 


th» Government. The cond:tions to be observed when grants are 


applied for are: that the sch mes are sound from an engineering 
point of view, that they have reference t» an important road, that 


th» work is neoessary, and that not less than 50 per cent. of the 


total oost will be ex pended- in wages for unskilled men. Schemes 
outside the Metropolitan area of an approximate total cost of 
£2,750,000 have been approved. 


f 
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Calendars.— Messrs. Downes & Davies, 1 and 3, 
Stanley Street, Liverpool, have produced a moat attractive wall 
calendar. Martha is a charming and captivating study, and her 
presence will add tone to any office or private apartments; the date 
slips are quite unobtrusive. 

ALLIED STEEL MAKERS AND FOUNDERS, LTD. have sent us a 
useful hanging calendar with monthly date slips for 1921, each 
slip showing views of the allied works at Braintree, Bradford, and 
Leven. 

From Messrs. A. 8. WoLr & Co., electric tool manufacturers, 
115, Southwark Street, G. E., we have received one of their service- 
able wall calendars; the monthly date slips have a column set 
apart for daily memoranda, Messrs. Wolf will be pleased to furnish 
a copy of their calendar to any reader upon request. 

Messrs. W. H. WILLOOX & Co., 38, Southwark Street, S.E., 
have forwarded us one of their useful Date Remembrancers," with 
monthly date slips. 


A Dutch Floating Exhibition.— What might be described 
as a floating exhibition is being organised at The Hague, not 
only for Dutch traders, but for all European merchants and 
business men who care to take part in the venture. Last September 
a ‘‘ Syndicate for Industrial Fairs by Steamers was founded, and 


the Macedonia, of 6,100 tons, was chartered as an exhibition ship ` 


for the display of all kinds of goods, the total space available for 
exhibits being 5,000 obm. A complete commercial organisation 
will sail on the Macedonia, including departments for accounts, 
sales, correspondence, credit, banking, a commercial inquiry bureau, 
Ko. All these facilities are at the disposal of subscribers, who will 
be charged a fee of 2,800 fr. per ob. m. of exhibition space, and a 
commission of 10 per cent. will be claimed by the syndicate on all 
business done during the voyage. Two directors of the syndicate 
will sail on the Macedonia in order to control the enterprise, and 
two competent business men will precede the exhibition ship to herald 
her arrival and to make all necessary arrangements in every port 
of call. It is proposed, first of all, to follow the eastern coasts of 
North and South America. A sum of ten million florins will be 
necessary if the exhibition is to be carried out on the scale at 
present planned. Reuter's Trade Service (The Hague). 


Italian Dock Eiectrification—At a meeting of the 
Savona Harbour Board, the installation at an early date of elec- 
trical ship-unloading plant at the port was discussed. The pro- 
vision of four sets of electrically-driven ooal-discharging plant 
was also considered ; these would be in addition to the 12 sets of 
apparatus which have already been constructed.— Rewter's Trade 
Sercice (Rome). 


Book Notices.—'' The Transport World and Motor 
Freight Exchange," Vol. I, No. 1, January 6th, 1921. London: 
Benn Bros., Ltd. Price 4d.—This is the first number of a journal 
to be devoted to the road carrying industry. Besides being the 
organ of the industry, it will endeavour to bring transport owners 
and freight producers together by means of a special section. The 
articles appearing in this issue include " The Return Load Problem 
A solction," The Attitude of the Railways," That 
Again! "—being an objection to the new motor-car number plates, 
and an appreciation of the President of the Society of Motor 
Manufacturers and Traders, Mr. A. 8. Mays-Bmith. 

" The Slide Rule.” By C. N. Pickworth. Seventeenth edition. 
184 pp., 89 figs. Manchester: Emmott & Oo., Ltd. Price 3s. 6d. 
net.—The preface to this, the seventeenth, edition states that the 
sustained demand for this very successful work has resulted in an 
early call fora new edition. Slight revisions have been effected, 
and descriptions of new slide rules introduced. | 

" Annual Report of the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian 
Institute for the year ended June 30th, 1918." 613 pp. + 54 plates. 
Washington: Government Printing Office (Publication 2,549), 
Price 75 centa.—Ineludes a very full survey of the year's work, 
with an appendix consisting of miscellaneous papers. Among the 
latter are " The Problem of Radio-active Lead," by Theodore W. 
Richards, and " Wind Power," by James Carlill. 

“Phe Electrical Engineers Diary, 1921." Thirteenth edition. 

London: 8. Davis & Oo. Price 10s, 6d. post free. 

"The Relation Between the ‘Bight,’ Span, and 'Dip' of 
Catenaries.” By Rollo Appleyard, O. B. E., M.Inst.C.E. Extracted 
from the minutes of proceedings of' the Institution of Civil 
Engineers by permission of the Council. From the Author. 

An Amazing Presumption ; or, an Outrageous Attack on the 
Great Panjandrum.” By Skepticus. 164 pp. London: J. Hey- 
wood, Ltd. Price 58. net. 

Journal of the American Institute of Electrical Engineers." 
Vol. XXXIX. No. 12. December, 1920. New York: The 
Institute. Price $1. | 

»Telegraphy, Telephony, and Wireless" By J. Poole. Pp. vii 
+ 120; 68 figs. London: Sir I. Pitman & Sons. Price 3s. net. 


Sample Room at Rotterdam.—H.M. Consul-General at 
Rotterdam, in a dispatch recently received in the Department of 
Overseas Trade, states that a small temporary building, measuring 
10 metres by 4 metres and 2:25 metres high, is available for use as 
a sample room for the Commercial Department of the Consulate. 
United Kingdom firms wishing to have samples of their manu- 
factures exhibited should forward these direct to His Majesty's 
Consul-General at Rotterdam, at the same time advising the 
Department of Overseas Trade of any action so taken. It should 
be noted, however, that samples other then those of “no oom- 
mercial value" would be liable to import duty on arrival in 
Rotterdam, and the size of the proposed sample room should also 
be borne in mind. 


New Swedish Cable Company at Korsnaes.—A new 
company has been formed at Korsnaes for the purpose of taking 
over Korsnaes Koppartraad och Kabelfabrik (Copper wire and 
cable works). The share capital is fixed at Kr. 150,000 in shares of 
Kr. 500 each. Reuter : Trade Service (Stockholm). 


Argentine International Exhibition.—The proposal to 
hold an International Trade Exhibition in Buenos Aires in 1922 
has been received with great favour, and strong Government 
support isexpected. All diplomatic representatives in Argentina 
are being invited to consider the scheme and to urge their respective 
Governments to take part. A sum of 10,000,000 pesos is to be 
raised for the purpose of constructing the buildings, and the 
greater portion of the amount is already assured. 

The exposition will be on & much larger scale than the exhibi- 
tion of 1910, held during the centenary celebrations, at which 
British firms obtained orders for locomotives, rolling stock, and 
machinery to the value of nearly one million sterling. The 
exhibition will be entirely of a commercial and industrial 
character, and it is hoped to gather together a representative show 
of every kind of textile manufacture, general mechanical, 
chemical, electrical, and chemical engineering exhibits, all classes 
of machinery, machine tools, agricultural machinery, hardware of 
all kinds, tractors, paper-making, envelope-making, and printing 
machines, furniture, and domestic appliances of every kind. 
Every facility will be given to manufacturers and shippers to 
engage in trade propaganda, and no efforts are to be to make 
this the most successful exhibition of the kind ever held in any 
Latin-American country.— Financial News. 


Motors for Australia, — The Office of His Majesty's 
Trade Commissioner at Melbourne has forwarded to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade specifications, &o., relating to a cali for 
tenders by the Victorian Government Railways for the supply and 
delivery of three-phase a. o. motors, starting apparatus and acoes- 
sories (Contract No. 33,697). Tenders, which should be endorsed 
“Tender for the supply of Motors, &c.," and addressed to the 
Secretary for Railways, Spencer Street, Melbourne, must be received 
by March 2nd, 1921. Local representation is necessary. Copies of 
the specification, Ko., can be seen by United Kingdom firms 
interested, on application to the Inquiry Room, Department of 
Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 9. (Ref. 4,188/E.D./P.N.) 


Employment of Women, &c., Act, 1920,—The Chief 
Inspector of Factories notifies the following changes which are 
effected by the above Act:— Under Seotion 1 the employment of 
any child under 14 years will be illegal on and after Jauuary lst, 
1921, unleas the child was already so employed at that date. 

Section 1 also prohibits the employment at night of any young 
pereon or woman, except that young persons over 16 years of age 
may be employed on work which, by reason of the nature of the 
process is required to be carried on continuously day and night, in 
the following industries :—(a) Manufacture of iron and steel; 
processes in which reverberatory or regenerative furnaces are used ; 
and galvanising of sheet metal or wire (except the pickling 
process); (>) glass works; (c) manufacture of paper; (d) manu- 
facture of raw sugar ; (e) gold mining reduction work. 

The practical effect of these provisions is:—(a) To raise the 
age for night work from 14 to 16 years in the case of blast 
furnaces, iron mills, paper mills, and glass works; (5) to prohibit 
‘night work for any young persons in letterpress printing works, 
electrical stations, and china clay works. 


Australian Merchants and Surprise British Deliveries. 
The Erchange Telegraph Melbourne correspondent says:— 
‘Complaint is made by Australian merohante and their bankers | 
that, although when orders were placed 13 months ago with 
English manufacturers they were unable to give an undertaking 
when tbey would be likely to be fulfilled, goods are now being 
delivered without a word of warning by cablegram or letter, 
the manufacturers being unable to find a market elsewhere. 
In the meantime the importers at this end have in many 
cases obtained stocks elsewhere, and consider it is doubtful whether 
they are under a legal or moral obligation to accept the merchan- 
dise. However, they haye been doing so. The question of imports 
was discussed in an interview between Mr. Hughes and members of 
the associated banks, but no action was decided upon. It is likely, 
however, that importers will find it still more difficult to finance 
shipments unless inwards trade declines quickly in volume. 


Tradesmen Using the Royal Arms. — The London 
Gazette for January 4th contains lists of tradesmen in London and 
elsewhere who hold appointments to Royalty with authority to 
use the Royal arms. 


American Dumping in Norway.— The general depression 
which is affecting Norwegian industries in general, is also hitting 
the electrical manufacturing works in that country. Questioned 
on the subject about & week ago, Mr. Ellerstorfer, of the Norsk 
Elektrisk and Brown-Boveri, of Christianis, is reported to have 
stated that the company was not receiving any large contracts, 
as the orders offering were being placed in other countries. It 
was estimated, he said, that State and municipal orders for a total 
of 18,000,000 kr, had been allotted to Germany and the United 
States during the past four months, The former was able to 
compete on account of the low value of the mark, while the 
Americans were practising dumping methods. If oonditions did 
not change and many new orders were not obtained, it would be 
necessary for the company to restrict working, probably in 
February. ö 
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Scientific Time Saving.—A higher appreciation of the 
value ot time In the scientitic management of industry as a 
means of reducing costs of production was advocated in an 
interview (reported in The times) by Mr. D. B. Morison, 
chairman of Messrs. Richurdsons, Westgarth & Co., Ltd. 

The most striking losses of time, he sald, occurred at the 
starting and stopping of each working shitt, but still more 
serious was the loss resulting through all sorts of useless and 
unnecessary movements by men when doing light work, and 
by their neglect to utilise their strength to the best advantage 
when doing heavy jobs. As examples, he mentioned that at 
their own shell shop at Middlesbrough in the early days of 
the war their output of 8 in. shells stuck for some time at 
a weekly average of 350. Careful investigation proved that 
quite a lot of energy was being wasted, particularly in the 
handling of the shells and the distances through which they 
were moved between the various operations. When suitable 
rearrangements were made, the output went up, as if by 
magic, to 700 a week, and eventually to 1,000. A similar case 
that lately came under his notice was that of the stamping 
of multi-throw crank shafts for motor cars. In this country 
@ good output for a certain crank shaft was 100 per shift ot 
nine hours. In America, with practically the same machinery, 
the output was 700 per shift. ; 

" These instances,” remarked Mr. Morison, are indicative 
of what can be done, and, if more attention were given to 
the art of saving time, a great step forward would be made 
in cheapening production. "That country which best appre- 
cintes the full meaning of Time saved is time gained, and 
acts upon it, will be the first country to relieve its unemploy- 
ment and the first to recover from the ravages of the war." 


Testing Electric Detonators.— Attention is directed by 
the Mines Department to the practice of testing low-pressure 
electric detonators by passing a small current of electricity 
through them in series with a galvanometer. Explosion of 
the detonator has resulted in sume cases in injury to the 
operator. All danger can be eliminated by placing the de- 
tonator to be tested in a strong iron pipe or other suitable 
receptacle before passing the current through it. By this 
simple precaution the danger from flying fragments ot the 
metal tube of the detonator is entirely done away with, and 
it is desirable that all persons engaged in such an operation 
should be warned of the attendant danger and the ready 
means by which it can be avoided.— Board of Trade Journal. 


Employment of ex-Gunners.—A certain proportion of the 
Royal Artillery Commemoration Fund is devoted to aiding 
ex-artillerymen and their dependents. Part of the scheme 
is the employment exchange for finding suitable work for 
ex-gunners, and in connection with this Gunners’ Friends“ 
have been established in various parts of the country to get 
into touch with any men who are unemployed, and also to 
persuade local employers to find these men suitable work. 
More of these friends are required, and those who are 
willing to be enrolled are asked to communicate with The Em- 
ployment Department, R.A. War Commemoration Fund, 50, 
Warwick Square, S.W. 1. 


High Cost of Prodnction and Slackened Demand.— 
Writing in Unity on Increased Output and Industrial Ett- 
ciency," Mr. Charles Tennyson, C.M.G. (Deputy Director, 
Federation of British Industries), says :— 

" One of the reasons why manufacturers are finding it 
difficult to dispose of their goods is that the costs of production 
have risen to a height which the consumer appears to find 
prohibitive. The principal reason for this increase in cost is 
undoubtedly the fact that wages have risen in money value 
to two or three times the pre-war level, while in many cases 
the actual production per man has not increased, but has 
rather decreased, owing to the reduction of working hours 
and other reasons. This means a very great increase in the 
cost of labour per unit of production. The production cost of 
every article is largely, indeed very largely, composed of labour 
costs. Even in the case of raw material used for the finished 
product, such as a mineral, the cost is very largely the cost 
of labour required to extract it from the ground. Similarly 
the cost of transport is built up of the actual operating labour 
and of the cost of labour employed in producing the fuel, 
rolling stock, permanent way, ship, or other means of con- 
veyance. L | 


Iadustrial Courts of laquiry.—4As there appears to be 
misunderstanding in some quarters on the subject, it may be 
advisable to explain the position of Courts of Inquiry under 
the Industrial Courts Act, 1919. 

The two principal permanent features of the Industrial 
Courta Act, 1919, are the provisions which :— ; 

(a) Set up & permanent Court of Arbitration (termed th 
Industrial Court) to which recourse can be had by parties to 
industrial disputes, if both parties to the dispute consent. In 
this connection certain alternative methods of settling disputes 
are provided. i , l 

(b) Empower the Minister of Labour in case of disputes, 
whether apprehended or existing, to appoint a Court of In- 
quiry, one of the objects of which is to put before the public 
an impartial account of the merits of the dispute. 


* 


The Industrial Court is a permanent arbitration tribunal to 


which differences are referred for determination by consent 
of both sides. A Court of Inquiry is a body appointed by the 
Minister of Labour ad hoc to inquire into a particular dispute, 
irrespective of whether or not the dispute has been reported 
to the Minister. While, in appointing a court, the Minister 
would, in accordance with the policy of the Department, en- 
deavour to secure the concurrence of both sides to that course, 
such consent is not necessary under the provisions of the Act. 
A Court of Inquiry consists of a chairman and such other 
persons as the Minister may appoint, or the Court may consist 
of one person only. Under the Conciliation Act, 1896, the 
Minister of Labour had power to cause an inquiry to be made 
into the facts and circumstances of a dispute, and this course 
was adopted in certain instances. 

The provisions of the Industrial Courts Act-with regard to the 
appointment of Courts of Inquiry are directly due to the re- 
commendations of the original Whitley Committee on the 
relations between employers and employed. This committee, 
in the course of their inquiries, gave consideration to the part 
which should be taken by the State in the event of those 
directly concerned in industry being unable to adjust their 
differences themselves. The committee pointed out that the 
interests of the community may require that there should be 
an unbiassed and independent examination of facts and cir- 
cumstances connected with any dispute between employers 
and emploved ,and they recommended :— 

Where the parties are unable to adjust their differences, 
we think that there should be means by which an independent 
inquiry may be made into facts and circumstances of the 
dispute, and an authoritative announcement made thereon, 
although we do not think that there should be any compulsory 
power of delaying strikes and lock-outs.’’ 

Courts of Inquiry have been appointed under the Industrial 
Courts. Act with successful results in the case of (1) coal 
trimmers, (2) transport workers. It will be observed that the 
Industrial Courts Act, following the recommendations of the 
Whitley Committee, contains no powers to delay a strike or 
lock-out; nevertheless it appears desirable that, wherever prac- 
ticable, parties should avoid proceeding to a stoppage of work 
pending investigation by such a court. 


Chinese Trade. — The Board of Trade Journal of 
December 30th, gives some impressions received by Mr. H. H. 
Fox, C.M.G., H.M. Commercial Counsellor in China, after 
a six months’ tour of the principal commercial and industrial 
centres of this country. Mr. Fox found an unexpected degree 
of interest being taken by British manufacturers in China, 
but most of the trade was done through merchant houses; it 
is thought advisable that British manufacturers should watch 
with closer attention the changes in demand and fashion. 
The best channel for the sale of British goods is through the 
British merchant firms who have their own houses in London 
or Manchester, with branches at least in Shanghai and Hong- 
kong, and preferably in Tientsin and Hankow as well. Many 
of the Chinese merchant houses are old-established and re- 
liable, possessing an intimate knowledge of the requirements 
of the country through long and often costly experience; but 
the difficulty is that there are not enough to serve the interests 
of all the British manufacturers, but their number is increas- 
ing, and will increase further as the trade develops and British 
goods come forward more freely. Mr. Fox recommends a 
wider use of the information collected by the Department of 
Overseas Trade. He found abundant testimony to the com- 
mercial honesty of the Chinese and the satisfactory nature 
of the business done with China. He thinks, however, that 
credit in this respect is largely due to the Dritish merchant 
houses of China which stand between the British manufac- 
turer and the Chinese dealer, taking the risk of fluctuations 
in exchange and prices, carrying the goods when consignees 
are found wanting, and supplying the necessary guarantees of 
measure and quality. These considerations make it difficult 
to recommend direct dealing with native firms, although there 
are, of course, exceptions. In the engineering business, more 
particularly in the electrical branches, Mr. Fox found a 
gratifying activity among many of our largest manufacturers. 
He points out that, in the case of a vast and partially developed 
country like China, immediate results must not be looked for, 
but once a firm's position 1s consolidated an expanding trade 
is assured. The determining factor in the sale of goods to 
China in the past was cheapness in which direction British 
traders were handicapped. With the industrial growth of the 
country, however, the Chinese will want and be able to pur- 
chase a better class of goods. The Chinese know British goods 
to be of sterling quality, and if the standard is maintained, 
foreign competition need not be feared. 


Trade with Mexico and Ecuador. — Complaints are being 
made in Mexico that it is next to impossible to obtain supplies 
of British-made electrical materials, the local impression being 
that the United Kingdom is neglecting her overseas markets 
in order to fill her home demand. This is strongly resented, 
and American travellers. are receiving more attention than 
would otherwise be the case. The country is being inundated 
with electrical and other price lists from Unite? Sates firms, 
who are promising speedy deliveries. The situz/st R Ecuador 
is much the same. There is a demand for secme light and 
power cables, wires and switches, in Quito, but it is said that 
an English catalogue or price list is rarely seen.—7 he Timea 
Trade Supplement. 
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Wages in the Tramway Industry.—The Secretary of the 
Ministry of Labour states that the Minister of Labour has decided, 
in pursuanoe of his powers under the Industrial Courts Aot, 1919, 
to appoint a Court of Inquiry in connection with the dispute in the 
tramway industry arising out of the workers' claim for an increase 
in wages, The Court will be constituted as follows :—The Right 
Hon. Sir David Harrel, G.C.B. (chairman), Sir Herbert Rowell, 
` K.B.E., Messrs. Harry Gosling, C.H., G. H. Hume, and W. F. Purdy, 

O. B. E., J.P. The terms of reference are :—' To inquire into the 
causes and circumstances of the dispute between the employers’ 
representatives and the workpeople's representatives on the National 
Joint Industrial Council for the Tramway Industry, and to report 
thereon to the Minister of Labour." The secretary is Mr. H. C. 
Emmerson, Ministry of Labour, Montagu House, Whitehall, S.W. I., 
to whom all communications should be addressed. 

A preliminary meeting was held on January 11th. Certain points 
of procedure were settled, and it was agreed that the inquiry 
should be held in public. The Trade Union side will open the case 
at the first meeting of the Court on January 26th, at 10.30 a.m. 


A New Year's Party.—On January Ist a New Year 
supper party was given by Mr. H. P. Girling, M.I.E.E., to his 
garage, electrical, and foundry employé: It was held in the com- 
modious garage building, which was suitably decorated with fl gs 
and evergreens and with carpets laid on the cement floor an excel- 
lent room for the purpose. About 60 sat down to supper, which 
was followed by a short address by Mr. Girling, who expressed his 
pride in having got together such a fine spirited staff of employé. 
He also made the pleasing announcement that he hoped shortly to 
pay all employés still under him a bonus of 5 per cent. on the wages 
earned during the last financial year. 


Protection of Key Industries.— The Government's Bill 
dealing with the prevention of dumping and the safeguarding of 
key industries, as well as with the very difficult problem of 
collapsed exchanges, is ready to be introduced as the first measure 
of the new session. No list of the products of which it is proposed, in 


the interests of our key industries, to prohibit the importation is 
yet available.— The Times, 


For Sale.— Islington Borough Council Electricity 
Department invites offers for one 120-kW horizontal compound 
engine, together with fly-wheel alternator and exciter ; Farnworth 
Urban District Council has for sale a 250-kW  direct-coupled 
Belliss-Morcom-British Westinghouse dynamo, complete with 
Ledwards condenser, pumps, switchboards, &c. By direction of 
the Disposal Board, Ministry of Munitions, Messrs. L. Farmer and 
Sons will conduct an eight-day sale by auction, commencing 
February 8th, at the Royal Arsenal and Dockyard, Woolwich, of 
engineering machine tools, plant, and machinery, electrical equip- 
ment, telegraph, telephone and wireless stores, &c.; Mr. M. 
Marshall, by direction of the Disposal Board, will sell by 
suction on January 24th and following days, at the Central Stores, 
83, Georgetown, near Glasgow, a quantity of engineering and 
electrical plant, including motors, generating sets, electrically- 
driven machine tools, &c. Assets Auctions Co., Ltd., will sell by 
auction on January 20th, at 119-121, Newington Causeway, S.E., a 
quantity of electrical goods, including motors, generators, bells, 
conduit, &c. See our advertisement pages to-day. 


New Italian Company.—The Department of Overseas 
Trade states that 1t important Italian manufacturing and elec- 
tricity supply undertakings have formed a company, with a capital 
of 5,000,000 lire. The objects of this company, which has ben 
named the Società Italiana per l'Aocumulaz'one Termoelettrica, 
Milan, are the manufacture of thermal storage electric cooking 
ranges and all other heating apperatus for household and industrial 
purposes. l 


The E. P. E. A. Award.—As the result of conferences with 
the non-complying local authorities the date for strike notices to 
take effect has been postponed. In the case of the South Wales 
undertakings the deferred date is January 21st, and for the West 
Midlands undeitakings January 26th. Whilst going to press we 
were informed by the secretary of the E. P. E. A, that it had been 
decided definitely to withdraw the services of the Ilford technical 
staff at 10 p.m. yesterday (Thursday). 


LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Ammanford. — Prov. ORDER. — The Urban District 


Council is applying to the Electricity Commissioners for a special 
order to authorise the Council to generate and supply electricity 
within the urban district. 


Ashford (Kent). — PROPOSED ELECTRIC LIGHTING 
PLANT.—The Urban District Council has decided to obtain an 
estimate for the inatallation of an electric lighting plant at the 
gas works, together with the probab'e profit or loes to the rate- 
payers on such an undertaking. 


Bacup.—LOAN. — Bacup Town Council has resolved 
that application be made to the Electricity Commissioners for 


eanotion to the borrowing of £30,000 for the purpose of ex ending 
he electricity undertaking. 


Barrow.—Hypro-Evecraic  PROPOSALS.—ÀUt a Town 
Council meeting on January 3rd, the Electricity Committee's 
recommendation that the necessary preliminary steps be taken to 
obtain a Provisional Order from the Electricity Commissioners for 
powers to proceed with the scheme for the utilisation of water 
power (River Leven) at Backbarrow, and that the eleotrical 
engineer be instructed to prepare p'ans, detailed estimates, &c., 
was referred back for further consideration. The recommendation 
that a consulting engineer be engaged to prepare and submit 
report on the proposed acheme was also referred back. 


Blackbura.—Co3r or SrATION.— The Electricity Com- 
mittee has approved revised estimates amounting to £850,000, for 
the completion of the new electricity generating station and 
installation of plant. The Council is applying to the Electricity 
Commissioners for sanction to borrow £600,000, being the 
difference between the amount already sanctioned, and the amount 
of the new estimate. 


- Bolton.—Su1r-JoixT ConpuiT PROHIBITED.—At a meet- 
ing of the Electricity Committee the electrical engineer reported 
upon the practice of certain contractors of using alip-joint conduit in 
the wiring of premises for electrical installations, which he 
as unsatisfactory. It was decided to give notice to all electrical 
contractors in the borough that, on and after March 1st next, the 
Corporation will not approve of avy installation in cases where 
slip-joint conduit has been used, and this regulation is to be 
embodied in the general conditions and regulations under which 
the Corporation will supply electricity. 


Bradford.—Mains ExTENSIONS.— The Electricity Com- 
mit tee is asking the Corporation for general authority to under- 
take the provision of extensions of mains to new properties and 
other new supplies, at an aggregate cost of £10,000. 


Burnley.—NEcEssrTY rog Extenstons.—On January 
6th, the chairman of the Electricity Committee spoke of the 
necessity for an early extension of the electricity undertaking. 
The electrical engineer said the present generating capacity was 
5,250 kW. Additional plant was on order which would bring this 
to its maximum capacity, viz., 8250 kW. He anticipated plant 
capable of generating an additional 8,000 to 10.000 kW would be 
necessary to meet probable requirements during the ensuing five 
years. | 

WORK FOR UNEMPLOYED.—At a meeting of the Town Council 
on January 6th, when the unemployment problem was considered, 
Mr. Sutcliffe said they had work in the electricity department 
which would provide full-time employment for about 400 men if 
they could get a sufficient number of cable jointers. Nearly 300 
people wanted electricity in their houses, but they had not men 
enough to carry out the work. 


Borton-on-Trent.— Loan.—A pplication is to be made by 
the Corporation to the Electricity Commissioners for sanction to 
borrow £26,000 for supplying neighbouring districts with eleo- 
tricity. 

Church Stretton.—PROPOSED Price INCRRASE.— The 
Church Stretton Electric Supply Co. has notified the Urban District 
Council that it has applied to the Ministry of Transport for per- 
mission to increase ths charge for electricity for lighting purposes 
from 1Cd. per unit to 18. 2d. 


Continental. Bavakia.—According to a report from 
Munich, the Bavarian Finance Minister has discussed with an Ameri- 
can business man the question of raising a large loan in the United 
States in order to build works to harness the hydraulic power of 
the Walchen See in the Bavarian Alps and of the middle course of 
the Isar. In financial quarters a sum of 20,000,000,000 marks is 
talked of. The sum seems very big if it is remembered that about 
1,000,000,000 marks have been judged as necessary fully to con- 
struct the works. Nevertheless, the fact that an offer has been 
made to America to cede Bavarian water-power as a mortgage 
appears to be a most important economic and political matter. 
The waterfalls and torrents in the Bavarian Alps could produce 
immen:e power and lead to the electrification of all the railways. 
It is further stated that England is interested in the matter, and 
this may lead to competition.— Daily Telegraph. 

It is reported that the Government has accepted the offer of 
American and French capitalists to finance the above scheme.— 
Evening News. 

ITALY.—His Majesty's Consul- General at Milan reports that the 
Società Idroelettrica Cisalpina, Milan, formed in March, 1919, with 
& capital of 2,000,000 lire paid, has decided to increase its capital 
to 30,00 ),000 lire by the issue of 56,000 new shares at 500 lire each, 
for the purpoce of carrying out the projected hydro electric plant 
in the Liro Valley, Valtellina. 


Crewe. — House WIRIN d. — The Town Council has 
referred to the Electric Supply Committee a proposal that the 
Corporation should undertake the wiring jof private houses. 


Derby.—DiREcT LasovR.—The question of extending 
the power station buildings by direct labour was debated at a 
meeting of the Town Council on January 5th, when a report in 
favour of this method was presented, with a recommendation to 
appoint a works manager at a salary of £500 a year. The 
chairman of the Electricity Committee strongly opposed the 
proposal to employ direct labour, urging that there were 
no (eshnically skilled hands of the type required for such work | 
among the unemployed. Men would not leave the employ of con- 
tractors to work for the Corporation. There would also be a difficulty 
in get.ing the necessary materiale. Mr. W. R. Raynes declared, 


however that there would be no difficulty in getting either the 
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men or the materials. The officials of the men's Union in the town 
had promised to help the Corporation to start a works department. 
The proposal was carried by a large majority. 


Doncaster.—CoNcE88IoN TO KrNEMAS.— The Electricity 
Committee recommends that picture theatres with continuous per- 
formanoes of not less than seven hours each week-day, shall be 
allowed a discount of 10 per cent on all energy supplied at kinema 
rates. The discount is to take effect as and from December lat last. 


Dover.— PERMIg8:0N TO SUPPLY ELEOTRICOITT.— The 
Town Council having received from the Deal and Walmer Gas 
Co. the authority for the supply of electricity to Deal if the supply 
is three-phase, alternating current, has replied that the Council can 
only supply single-phase at 100 periodicity. 


East Ham.—Loan Sancrionep.—The Town Council 
has received sanction to a loan of £5,428 for mains. 


Ellesmere Port.—Burk SuPPLY,—The District Council 
is in negotiation with the Mersey Power Co., Ltd., for & bulk supply 
of eleotricity for the district. The Ministry of Transport has been 


asked for an extension of time for the carrying out of the com- - 


pulsory 5 included in the Ellesmere Port and Whitby 
Electric Lighting Order, and has also been asked to urge the company 
to expedite the negotiations, with & view to an early supply of 
electricity being forthooming. 


Grampian Electricity Supply Scheme,—FALKiRK — 
At a conference, on January 7th, attended by representatives of the 
burghs of Falkirk, Stirling, Grangemouth, Alloa, and Arma- 
dale, it was agreed to ask the Electricity Commissioners to 
secure provision being made in the Grampian Power Co.'s bill 
whereby the burghs would be able to get a supply, if necessary, 
under conditions and on terms to be mutually arranged. 

FORFAR.—During a disoussion of the Grampian scheme, it was 
suggested that the town should generate its own electricity, and 
a committee was appointed to consider the whole question. 

DUNDEE. — Regarding the proposed provisional order, Mr. 
Harry Richardson, Corporation eleotrical engineer, informed the 
Electricity Oommittee that in his opinion were the order passed 
in its t form, the syndicate would have power to erect a 
steam plant in [the vicinity of the city boundary and generate 
power there. There was, from the Dundee point of view, great 
danger in the Bill Onoe the syndicate had electricity to sell, it 
could come right into the city area. The syndicate might cut its 
prices in order to get a footing inside the city area. It was decided 
to petition against the granting of the Order. 

A recommendation that ord>rs be placed at once for steam plant 
for the extensions at Carolina Port was agreed to. Referring to a 
suggestion that the contractors should allow for any drop in the 
pr.ce of material or labour, Mr. Richardson said he preferred getting 
a fixed price. 


Glasgow.—Exectricity SHORTAGE.—The Corporation's 
electricity supply will not be in full working order till the end of 
the month, when the Eleotricity Department states that the present 
restrictions will be removed. The breakdown at Dalmarnock is 
more serious than was at first thoaght, and only by special permit 
will power supply be available on working days between 2 and 5.30 
in the afternoon. Consumers who can change to night shift 
working have been recommended to do s», and those who ure 
electricity for heating have been asked to re luce consumption to a 
minimum between the above hours, 


Loadon.—F ULuaw.—O wing to the uns:ttled state of the 
markets, the Electricity and Lighting Committ e recommends that 
no annual contracts for the supply of eleotrical and engineering 
stores be entered into, but that the electrical engineer be instructed 
to purchase in the open market at the lowest prices obtainable as 
and when required. 


Maidenhead. — No Opposition To Company. — The 
Town Coancil has decided not to oppose the application of the 
Bourne End and District Eleotricity Corporation, Ltd., for an order 
to supply eleotricity in the Cookham area for which the Council 
has powers. 


Newark. —ELEOTRICIrT SougME.—Mr. C. H. Word- 


ingham, consulting engineer to the Council, has expressed the 
opinion that it would be more oostly to bring electricity in 


bulk from Nottingham than to have a generating station at 


Newark. He did not consider the river Trent could be relied upon 
to give a consistent power, and he advise! the generation of elec- 
tricity by steam. He suggested a scheme for Newark which could 
be developed in three stages, and the initial capital expenditure 
would be £158,500. The total cost per unit sold would work out 
at 2:29d., but at the end of five years the charges would be redu d 
to 145d. In the second stage there would be an increase of 
4 12,750 on the capital expenditure for the larger plant, and at the 
end of five yesrs, the third stage, involving an expenditure of a 
further £122,000, would bs required. No action has been taken 
either for or against the scheme, but it is stated that the firms in 
the Newark district will be circularised and asked to express their 


opinions upon it. 


Newport (I. of W.).—PRic& INcREASE.—In reply to 
the protest entered by the Town Council against an application by 
the Isle of Wight Eleotrio Light and Power Co. for permission to 
increase charges for electricity to 1s. per unit, the Ministry of 
Transport states that it considers the increased charge, which has 
been approved, quite reasonable, 


Southport.—Evecrricity District. — The Southport 
Town Council has decided against the recommendation of the 
Electricity Committee in favour of the proposed inolusion of the 
borough in the area of the suggested Mersey and West Lanosahire 
Joint Electricity District. The Corporation feels it advisable to 
wait for the new Bill which is expected to be brought forward early 
in the next session to see how electricity undertakings are to be dealt 
with financially. At the same time, the Council has decided to 
instruct the town clerk to represent Southport at the inquiry to be : 
held by the Electricity Commissioners in Liverpool on January 25th, 


Wimbledon.—Rerort on UwpERTAKING.—The Town 
Council has decided to engage Mr. Charles P. Sparks, at a fee of 
£ 120, to advise whether extensions to the undertaking are neoes- : 
sary, and if so, to what extent; whether it is necessary to change 
the system of supply, and if so, in what manner; whether any 
economies can be effected in the working ; and whether it would 
be beneficial to the undertaking to link up with some other works, 
instead of extending the generating station. The Coancil has 
offered to purchase the undertaking of the Fixed Price Lighting 
Co., Ltd., for £4,000, but the company considers the offer 
inadequate. 

Windermere.—PRrokE INCREABE.—As a result of the 
protest of the Urban District Council against the application of the 
electric light company for power to increase the charge for eleo- | 
tricity to 1s. 3d. per unit, the Ministry of Transport has fixed the 
price at 1a. 


Watford.— TRANSFER OF SuPPLY PowERS.—The Urban 
District Council has agreed to purchase from the Chasham Electric 
Light and Power Co. the latter's powers to supply electricity to 
the perish of Kings Langley for £300. 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Aus tralla.— TRADE UNION PROPPOSALS.— At a conference 
held in Melbourne, a number of representatives of tramway 
employés! Trade Unions resolved that steps be taken to form one 
big Union for the whole of the tramway workers in the Common- 
wealth. This would be effected by amalgamating existing Unions 
with the Australian Tramway Employés’ Association, which has 
branches in a number of the principal towns of Australia. 


Bradford.—RatLLEss CABS.— Because of the high cost 
of ordinary tramway track renewal, and with a view to economy 
for the future, the Bradford Tramways Committee has authorised 
the general manager (Mr. R. H. Wilkinson) to apply to the 
Ministry of Transport for power to extend the existing raillees 
car system on the Idle, Eccleshill, and Thackley routes. This 
means substitution of railless cars for the existing service of 
ordinary railed oars. The new double-deck rail less car will be 
used, and it is proposed to run 12 such cars in place of the eight 
o:diiary cars now serving these three districts, All the lines on 
these routes are marked down as needing relaying, and it is felt 
that, even allowing for the cost of the new railless double-deck 
cars, the system will be a great saving as against the cost of 
renewing track. 


Doncaster.—TRAcK RENEWALS.— The Tramways Com- 
mittee recommends that £12,000 be borrowed with the sanction of 
the Ministry of Transport, for repairing the single track, and the 
laying of another track alongside on the Balby route from Cleve- 
land Street to & point beyond Balby Bridge. 


Gateshead.—OPPosrrroN TO TRANSPORT SZHEME.— 
The Town Council] has decided to oppose the Durham County 
Council's Transport Bill, which seeks powers to run cars and 
omnibuses on certain routes in Gateshead. So far as the linking 
up of the proposed tramways with the Gateshead and District 
Tramways was concerned, the Council saw no necessity to oppose 
the Bill, but it considered that the proposal to provide and work 
tram ways in the borough was objectionable, and should bestrenuously 
opposed. The Council deolined the application of the County 
Council for consent to its proposals to lay down tramways at the 
Low Fell boundary. 


Halifaxi—New LOOP REQUIRED.—Queensbury District 


Council has asked the Tramways Committee to constract an 


additional loop on ths Queensbury tramway track in order to avoid 
car stoppages in bad weather at the exposed point at Stocks Gate, 
where two cars were blown over recently. 

RESIGNATIONS FROM COMMITTEE.—At a special meeting of the 
Tramways Committee, on January 7th, to consider the position 
created by the Town Council's repeated refasal to accept the 
recommendations of the appointment of Mr. J. Galloway as 
general manager for a year and the payment of £250 
per annum for three years to Mr. J. D. Caird, traffic manazer, 
who is incapacitated by illness, Alderman C. F. Spenoer (chair- 
man of the Tramways Committee), Alderman A. Broadley (vice- 
chairman), and Mr. R. Stirk (chairman of the Tramways Sab- 
Committee) resigned office, on the ground that, as a result of the 
Council's general attitude to the Tramways Oommittee, they 
could not continustheir work. Alderman Spencer has been chairman 
for many years, 
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Liverpool.—Lossrs on 'BusES.—At the City Council 
meeting, on the 5th inst, the chairman of the Tramways Com- 
mittee stated that it was estimated that on the past year's working 
there was a loss on the motor-'bus service of £40,000, but that at 


present it was only intended to withdraw the 'buses from the Mcss 
Lane and Lawrence Road routes. 


Sunderland.— Ex TENSIONS.— Extensions are being carried 
out at, the Philadelphia depót of the Sunderland District Tramways, 
Ltda., with a view to developing the resources of the undertaking. 
The depôt has been extended to accommodate 12 more cars, and 
new workshops have been erected. Eight new oars have been 
purchased from the Brush Manufacturing Co., Ltd., Loughborough, 
8 E equipments by the British Thomson-Houston 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


..Belgium.—Ns&w WiRrELEss SrATION.—The Department 

of Railways-willahortly begin the construction of a powerful wire- 

leas station, which will be capable of transmitting messages to North 

ve deeem America and to the Congo.—JZ?euter' Trade Service 
russels). 


Caucasus.— WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY.—It is reported 
that communication has been established between Tiflis and Paris 
by means of wireless telegraphy. 


China.— WIRELESS CHArN.— According to the London 
correspondent of the Shanghai Times, writing in the London Daily 
Mail, a fine spirit of enterprise is being shown in the establish- 
ment of a chain of wireless stations which will link Peking, the 
seat of the central Government, with Kashgar, 3,000 miles away, 
in Chinese Turkestan. Kashgar will then be within reach of the 
wireless stations in India, and so with other countries. The scheme 
is being carried out by Marconi's Wireless Telegraph Co., Ltd, 
to the order of the Chinese Government. One high-power station 
has been equipped at Urga, in the Province of Kansu, 800 miles 
from Peking, and these two places are already in communication. 
Urga is also in touch with Shanghai and Hankow, and messages 
can be received from the long-distance stations in America. 
Another similar station is being established a thousand miles farther 
on at Urumchi, and it will be in operation in about three monthe’ 
time. Subsequently the terminal station of the series will be 
erected at Kashgar. ip 


Germany.—PoRTABLE TELEPHONES.—A new portable 

telephone will give Berlin subscribers an opportunity of telephoning 

any room, says Zhe Times, by means of an apparatus which 

can be from room to room. Thenew fitting is to come into 
use immediately, and the cost is to be small. 


Indla.— TELEPHONE ExTENSION.—4AÀ Government tele- 
phone service has been established between Bombay and Surat, 
says Indian Engineering ; the service was inaugurated for public 
use on December 10th last. 


Meteorological Forecasts.— New Servicr.—Early in the 
New Year a system of wirelessed weather reports from ships of 
various nations at sea will come into effect. Col, E. Gold, assistant 
director of the Meteorological Office, states that a ocde had been 
agreed upon by weather experts of France, Denmark, Sweden, 
Norway, Holland, Italy, Spain and Great Britain. Reports will be 
sent from ships by means of groups of figures, and, so far as this 
country is concerned, the figures will be decoded at the Air Ministry 
in Kingsway, W.C. At first the reports will come from the North 
Atlantic, and what is chiefly looked for is much greater accuracy 
in forecasting weather changes. In time, too, ships should be able 
to Lei their own charts of the weather ahead of them from point 
to t. 


New Wireless Service, —ENGLAND TO FRANCR.—A new 
public telegraph service between England and France was opened 
on January 8th. High-speed duplex wireless transmission will be 
employed, and the service will be conducted by Marooni's Wireless 
Telegraph Oo., Ltd., and the Compagnie Générale de Télégraphie 
Sans Fil, these companies operating under licences from the British 
and French Governments. The current telegraph rates between 
the two countries will apply. Telegrams to France intended for 
transmission by this new service may be handed in at all times at 
the Marconi Oo. London offices, Fenchurch Street, and Marconi 
House, Strand, and at any postal telegraph office within the United 
Kingdom. Messages so tendered must be marked ria Marconi." 
For this service high-speed automatic apparatus such as was used 
so successfully between Geneva and London during the sitting of 
the Assembly of the League of Nations will be employed. 

A Reuter's Trade Service telegram from Paris states that the 
rate of transmission attained during the opening day was 175 words 
per minute. | 

FRANCE.—NEW WIRELESS STATION.—The first stone of what will 
be, according to the Daily 7elegraph, the most powerful wireless 
telegraph station in the world, was laid at Sainte Assise, between 
Cesson and Mélun, on the lyth inst.; its construction will take at 
least two years. 


* 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The date given in parentheses at the end of the par. h indioates 
the issue of the RLBOTRICAL REVIEW in whioh the ‘ Oficial 
Notios " appeared.) 


OPEN. 


Aberdeen.—February 21st. Corporation Waterworks 
Department. Electrically-driven pumping machinery. Specifica- 
tions, £5 (returnable), from Water Engineer's Office, 414, Union 
Street, Aberdeen. 


Australia,—SYvDNEY.—January 81st. Municipal Council. 
h.p. and l.p. cable (specification No. 628). Electric Lighting 
Department, Town Hall, Sydney. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.—P.M.G.'s Department. March 2nd. Tele- 
phone parts, Schedules 558 and 559; telegraph and telephone 
material, Schedale 560. (January 7th.) 

MELBOURNE.—March 31st. Electricity Commissioners. Plant 
for the Morwell power scheme, Telephone wire and pin-type insu- 
lators. (See this issue.) 


Beiglum.—Commune of Ixelles at Brussels. 5,000-kW, 
5,000-V, 3-phase alternator, exciter and condenser. A oopy of 
the specification (in French) may be seen on application to the 
"t E of Overseas Trade (Room 48), 35, Old Queen Street, 
S. W. I. 

January 19th. The Belgian Post and Telegraph authorities at 
La Salle Madeleine, Brussels. Supply of telephone commutators 
and other telephonic apparatus. The specification (No. 545) may 
be obtained for 1.75 franos from the above address. 

February Ist. Municipal Council, Antwerp. Rotary converters 
with switchboard, for No. 77 Wharf of the Bassin Canal. Specifica- 
tion in French can be seen at the Inquiry Room of the Department 
of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 8.W. 1. 

Municipal authorities of Wenduyne-sur-Mer, Western Flanders. 
Conversion of the local electricity supply from continuous to 
alternating current, together with the supply of about 350 eleo- 
tricity meters, 80,400 lamps and 20 electric motors. It is possible 
that a small transformer station will later be required. 

February llth. Municipal authorities of Tirlement. Electricity 
supply in the town ; (1) the supply of electrical energy ; (2) the 
establishment of a distribution system; and (3) the concession for 
the supply of electrical energy for lighting and power purposes. 
Specification from the Secretariat Communal, Tirlement, on páy- 
ment Of 30 fr. The municipal authorities will decide as to the 
scheme to be adopted after the tenders have been opened. 


Chester-le-Street, — January 25th. Urban District 
Council. Wiring 512 houses, feeder cables, overhead mains, 
equipment for sub-station. (See this issue.) 


Ediuburgh.— January 24th. Electricity Supply Depart- 
ment. Oiroulating water pipes and valves for the Portobello 
generating station, Specification No. 30. (January 7tb.) 


Fife.—January 20th. Education Authority. Electric 
lighting and heating work at Park Road School, Rosyth, and 
heating work at Crossgates new sohool. Sohedules from Mr. R. H. 
Motion, architect, Union Bank Chambers, Dunfermline. 


Halifax, — February 3rd. Electricity Department. 
Twelve months’ supply of stores including electric lighting 
fittings and accessories, cables, v.i. and phosphor bronze, tele- 
phone wire, e.h.p. and l.p. cables, meters, &o. (January 7th.) 


Keighley. — January 24th. Corporation. Electricity 
Department. Construction of 6,600-V overhead line to Haseburn. 
(See this issue.) 


London.—HAMMERSMITH. — January 21st. Electricity 
Department. Three or more water-tube boilers capable of supply- 
ing 150.000 lb. of steam per hour. (January 7th.) 

January 26th. Electricity Department. Single and three-phase 
transformers, (See this issue.) 


PADDINGTON.—Jan 24th. G.W.R. stores, including tele- 
graph instruments, el cal apparatus, electric wire and cable, &c. 
(See this issue.) 


L.0.C.—January 31st. Electric wiring installation at the 
Bethnal Green Weights and Measures Office and Coroner's Oourt, 
comprising about 87 switch points and 89 lighting points. (See 
this issue.) 

Lurgan.—January 29th. Urban District Council. Four- 
core Lp. lead-covered and armoured cables. (See this issue.) 


Manchester.—January 24th. Electricity Committee. 
Six motor-driven ciroulating-water pumps; three motor-driven 
boiler foed pumps and one motor-driven pump for weight-tank 
sump. (December 24th.) 


Natal.—DuRBAN.—January 26th. Corporation. Supply 
of telephone cable, paper sleeves, concrete pipes, and various 
telephone and miscellaneous accessories aud materials. 

February 16th. One 1,000-kW rotary converter with trans- 
formers and switchgear. Specifications of the above may be 
consulted on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, 
Old Queen Street, E.O. 


New Zealand, — NAPIER. — January 17th. Borough 
Council. One 500-kW electric generating set. Copies of the 
specifications and blue prints may be seen at the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, S.W. 
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WELLINGTON.—March Ist. Public Works Tender Board. Seven 
4,000-kVA single-phase transformers, with accessories, for Lake 
Coleridge electric power scheme. Copy of the specifications can be 
seen up to Jan 20th at the Department of Overseas Trade, 
Room 48, 35, Old Queen Street, S. W. 1. 


South Africa. — PRETORIA.— March 10tb. Municipal 
Council. One 20-ton overhead crane, six boilers (350-Ib. working 
pressure), three 3,000-kW steam turbo-generators with condensing 
plant, five 760-kW converters. Farther particulars can be obtained 
from Mr. T. C. Wolley-Dod, general manager, electric lighting 
department. Specifications (five guincas) from the town clerk. 


CLOSED. 
Aastralia.—Sydney City Council. Recommended :— 


Supply of four boilers and accessories, £259,856. — Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd. 


The bulk of the plant to be manufactured in Sydney. 
One 16,000-k W turbo-alternator, £168,000. 


The contract provides for the manufacture of the plant in 


Sydney, as far as practicable.— Tenders. 


Birkenhead. — Electricity Committee. The British 
Thomson-Houston Oo., Ltd., for the supply and erection, &o., of 
high-pressure switchgear, for the sum of £4,003. 


Bradford.— Tramways Committee :— 
9,000 copper rail bonds at scheduled prices (approximately £816).—British 
Insulated and Helsby Cables, Ltd. 

100 steel tramcar tires.—Anglo-Belgian Improvements Corporation, 

Bury.—Oorporation. Plant for Chamber Hall power 
station :— 

Switchgear.— Ferguson, Pailin & Co., Ltd. 

Ash removal plant.—Underfeed Stoker Co., Ltd. 


Canterbury.— Town Council :— 


Fe n, Pailin & Co., Ltd.—Switchgear and cables, £2,195. 
Hop d Ltd.—'Bhree 6-in, high. pressure valves, £108, plus 18. 10d per ft. 
for chains. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Electrical Society.—Friday, January 14th. At the Philosophical 
Institote. At 8 p.m. Paper on Some Notes on Cables,” by Mr. W. F. 
Mitchell. 

Friday, January 14th. At the Cannon Street 


Harmonie Soci 
Hotel. At8 p.m. Smoking concert. 


Association of e.—Saturday, January 15th. 


Bride's Institute. At 7 p.m. Social and dance. 


r Association of Engineers.—Saturday, January 16th. At the 
Memorial Hall, Albert Square. At 7 p.m. Paper on Reinforced Concrete 
and the Housing of Expensive Plant, by Mr. F. Milner. 
nal Association of Sapervising Electriciaus. —Saturday,January 15th. 
dag vs the Holborn Restaurant. At 6.30 p.m. Annual dinner, i 
Enstitution of Electrical Engineers.—Informal Meeting.— Monday, Januar 
ihh. At the Institute of Patent Agents, Staple Inn Buildings, w.G. 
At 7 p.m. Discussion on The Mental Equipment of an Engineer.” 
To be opened by Mr. P. Pitt. 
Seo .tish Centre Students' Section).—Friday, January 14th. At the 
Royal Technica! College, Glasgow. At 7.30 p.m. Paper on Alternating 
Current compared to Direct Current for Distribution and Supply,“ by Mr. 


Liverpool Sub- Centre. Monday, January l'th. At the University, 
Liverpool. At AES. Papers on *'Elecwic Aro Welding applied 10 
Aluminium," by Mr. F. J. Heyes; on The Chemical and Metallurgical 
Aspects of Electric Arc Welding," by Mr. J. H. Paterson": and on 
„Phe Cost of Electric Resistauce Welding," by Mr. L. H. Wilson. 


South-Midland Centre.—Friday, January 21st. Annual dinner. 

Students' Section) — Friday, January 91st. At Faraday House, 
N Row, W. CG. I. At 6.80 p.m. Paper on Electric Welding, 
by Mr. M. J. Howard. . 


Society of Arts.— Monday, January 17th. At 8 p.m. At John Street 
Adelphia, W.C. Howard lecture, "Aero Engines" By Mr. A. E. L. 


Chorlton. 
Wednesday, January 19th. At John Street, Adelphi. At8 p.m. Paper 


on The Future of Industria! Management," by Mr. F. M. Lawson. 

Efumimatin£ Engineering Society.— Tuesday, January 18th. At the Royal 
Society s, Arts, John Street, Adelphi, W.C. At & p.m. Discussiou on 
** Use and Abuse of Light in Studios for Kinema Film Production." To be 
opened by Mr. J. C. E.vy. 

of Marine Engineers.—Tuesday, January 18th. At the Institute, 
The Minories, E. At 6.40 ps Paper on ''The Internal Combustion 
Engine," by Mr. A. W. Bradbury and Mr. J. J. Fasola. 

Banchester Wireless Society.— Wednesday, January 19th. At the Albion 
Hotel. At7.80 p.m. Ordinary meeting. 

Contractors’ Association (Inc.). — Wednesday, January 19th. 
At the Connaught Rooms, Great Queen btreet, W.C.2. At 7 p.m. Annual 
dinner. 

Chelmsford Engineering Society.—Thursday, January 20th. At the East 
Anglian Institute of Agriculture. At 7 p.m. Paper on Thermionio 
Valves, by Me, C. H. Ford. 

Society. Thursday, January 20th. At Bumington House, Picca- 
dilly, W.1. At 8 p.m. Ordinary meeting. 


fastitution of Mechanical Engineers. — Friday January 91st. At the 
Institution, Sturey’s Gate, B. W. At 6 p.m. Paper on The Mechanical 
Loading of Ships, by Mr, H. J. Smith. 

Junior Institution of Engineers, — Friday January 21st. At the Caxton 
Hall, Wesscinster, B. W. At 8 p.m. Lecturette on Motor Yaehts,”’ by 
Mr. 0 ° oy. 


NOTES. 


The Circulation of the Electrical Review.” —We notice 
that our business manager is publishing the certificate of the net 
sales of the ELBOTRICAL REVIEW. This may be seen on p. xxvi. of 
the current issue. 


The "Electrical Review" Index. — The Index to 
Vol. LXXXVII of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW, which will shortly be 
printed, will be supplied only to those who, through the post, 
specially apply for it. To such it will be supplied for 6d.. post 
free. Any reader or advertiser, at home,or abroad, who requires a 
copy for binding or for other purposes, is asked to make early 
0 5 therefor to the Publisher, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 
7 


4 udgate Hill, London, E.C. 4. 
Appointments Vacant.—Instrument maker (£4 to £5) 


for the Dundee Technical College ; electrician for the Holloway 


Sanatorium, Virginia Water; electrical draughtsman (£800) for 
an hydro-electric scheme in the Federated Malay States ; lecturer 
in electrical engineering (8500) fot the Auckland (N. Z.) University 
College; assistant msinsman, for the Bury St. Edmunds Corpora- 
tion Electricity Department; consulting electrical engineer, for 
the Enniskillen Urban District Council; assistant divisional engi- 
neer ($360 per month + 20 per cent., dollar equal 3s. 4d.), for the 
Posta and Telegraph Department of the Government Straits Settle- 
ments; electrica] engineering draughtsman (temporary) (4150 + 
£183), for the Metropolitan Asylums Board. See our advertisement 
pages to-day. 

CORRECTION.—In our notice of the appointment vacant for an 
electrical draughtsman at the City and Guilds (Engineering) 
College, on page 852 of our issue of December 3 lat, the salary was 
quoted at £550; it should have been £350. The same error 
oocurred in the official notice in our advertisement pages, and was 
due to the defective copy from which the matter was set up, three 
members of our staff who independently read the copy at the time 
arriving at the same result. 


Electrically-Produced Lead.—The Sydney Daily Tele- 
graph announces that at the lead sulphate works at Launceston, 
asa result of preliminary teste, the important discovery has been 
made that metallic lead can be produced from the sulphide (galena) 
by means of electricity, which has never previously been com- 
mercially demonstrated in the southern hemisphere. Under the 
direction of Mr. James Gitsham, managing director, this test was 
carried out with success. Pure lead was obtained, and within a 
short space of time. Up to the present the Lead Sulphate Co. has 
been forced to send all the dross to the mainland smelters for 
treatment, but now, with the electrical prooees, pure lead can be 
produced at the works. 


“ Bearing their Blushing Honours Fuil upon Them."— 
There isa hymn which says " Kind Words can Never Die," and 
when the kind words come from such a professedly unsentimental 
paper as the Financial Times, they deserve even an enhanced 
immortality—at least a deepened one if a lengthened one is 
impossible. In one of the issues of the Financial Times of last 
week they bewail sorrowfully the fatal oomplaoenoy of 
employers (the immediate culprits are the Greater London Indus- 
trial Council), whom, they seem to think, might stray unsuspeot- 
ingly into booby-traps, or other pitfalls for the innocent. However, 
it is not the theme we are concerned with, but the laudatory 
epithets bestowed on certain members of the Trade Unions, all the 
more gratifying, we are sure, because they are life-time tributes, 
and not epitaphs. The Trade Union representatives on the Greater 
London Council are (we feel the Financial Times bowing depre- 
catingly. like Mr. Arthur Balfour, as it says it), Some of the 
most. indefatigable and astute of their officers "—and this group 
contains (and here we feel Mr. Webb's modesty will cause him to 
blush), "the London District „ to whom Lord Askwith 
gives a commendatory tributein his recently-published ' Industrial 
Disputes. Talk about Birthday Honours! Anyhow, the Financial 
Times has set our friends something to live up to. 


Au Electrical Jelat.—An electrical engineer, of Dudley, 
EAT us the following order, written on the baok of a butcher's 
orm :— 


Mr. Jennings 
Please give bearer 1 4 Watt lamb 
x^ oblige 


The ruling instinct appears to have guided the customer's pencil 
in this instance. Doubtless a grocer would spell current with 
an a, aud an executioner would order a choking ooil with profes- 


sional appreciation. 


The New Gas Regulations.—In accordance with the Gas 
Regulation Act, 1920, the Board of Trade has appointed Sir R. T. 
Glazebrook, K.C.B., F.R.S , to be Chief Gas Examiner, and Mr. C. V. 
Boya, F. R. S., Mr. J. S. Haldane, F.R.S., and Mr. W. J. Butterfield, 
F. I. O., F.0.8., to be Gas Referees. The Board has also appointed 
Mr. H. C. Honey to be Director of Gas Administration in the Power 
Transport and Economic Department, Board of Trade Offices, 
Great George Street, S. W. 1. Committees have been appointed to 
inquire whether it is neceesary to prescribe any limitation of the 
proportion of carbon monoxide which may be supplied in gas used 
for domestic purposes, or of the proportions of incombustible 
constituents which may be supplied in gas. 
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British Oil.—There was issued on January 5th, says the 


Journal of Commerce, a copy of the licence granted by the Minister 
of Munitions to Mr, Reginald Gilbey, of Nottingham, to search and 
bore for petroleum at Weston, Leicestershire. The licence is to 
continue in force for two years from Ootober 8th, 1920, with the 
possibility of a renewal for two years. It is provided that boring 
must commence within six monthe of the date of the licence, and 
the licensee must indemnify the Minister of Munitions against all 
claims and demands arising directly or indirectly out of any of the 
operations. Payments by way of royalties, commission, profit, or 
otherwise, for the petroleum obtained are specifically forbidden. 
The licence also provides that if any Aot of Parliament relating to 
petroleum within the United Kingdom be passed, the Minister 
shall have power to amend or vary the terms of licence as he shall 
think fit, but if these are not approved by the licensee he may 
surrender the licence. 


Electricity Districts.—In our article on The Electricity 
Districts in our last issue, the capacity of the Sheffield power 
station is given as 68,700 kW. Mr. S. E. Fedd n points out that 
that is the figure at which it stood in March last, but since that 
date the Blackburn Meadows station, with an additional capacity of 
28,000 kW, has been put into commission, making the present totai 
capacity of the undertaking 96,700 kW. Previous to March last 
the maximum load was 60,593 kW, and during the present winter 
it has been increased to 65,874 kW. 


Biackbarn Power Station.— The completion of the super- 
power station at Blackburn will open up a new industrial era for 
this locality. The new station, which is bounded on one aide by 
the canal and on the other by the railway, is rapidly approaching 
the finishing stage. The cost will exoeed three-quarters of a 
million pounds. The plant will be more extensive than originally 
proposed, owing to the co-operation of neighbouring authorities 


THE NgW BLACKBURN POWER STATION. 


and the general demand for the utilisation of power for industrial 
purposes. It is no secret that a number of cotton mills desire to 
install plant, and new undertakings are awaiting the provision of 
more power before embarking on their plans. At present the 
existing Blackburn station is overloaded, and the new service will 
provide neces:ary relief, no‘ only in Blackburn, but in Harwood, 
Rishton, Darwin, &c. The above is an external view of the 
station, 


Electrical Education.— New Zealand is alive to the 
importanoe of instructing consumers and prospective consumers in 
the use and advantages of electricity. 

A series of lectures and demonstrations on electric power and 
lighting were arranged by Mr. J. P. Kalaugher, supervisor of 
manual training under the Education Board, at Paeroa, Te Aroha, 
Morrinsville, and Matamata, In reporting to the Board, Mr. 
Kalaugher said there had been a widespread request for 
instruction in the use of electricity in that area on account of 
power being available in the near future. The Thames Valley 
Power Board supplied the apparatus necessary for the lectures, and 
their cost was covered by the fees charged. 

Mr. Kalaugher stated that it was the Board's function to arrange 
classes ia any technical subject required. Electricity was coming 
to the Thames Valley, and it was going to revolutionise farming. 
Some 2,300 applications had been received for power. Those 
people wanted definite information about the possibilities of 
electric power.. The lectures would serve a great public need.— 
Auckland Weekly News, 


Transport of Refrigerated Prodnce.—For town distri- 
bation of refrigerated footstuffs it is believed that the electric 
vehicle is the most suitable, assuming that power can be obtained 
at a reasonable price, although to obtain really good results with 
an electric vehicle it is necessary to use one of large carrying 
capacity. It is claimed that experience has shown that the 
running costa of a 3}-ton lorry are not more than 20 per cent. 
greater than those of a 14 ton lorry. On the assumption that 40 
miles per day are run for 250 working days per annum in town 
delivery by s lorry of which the first cost was £1,500, with elec- 
tricity at l'5d. per unit, the use of such a vehicle can be fully 
justifled. Figures were submitted at a meeting of the Oold 
Storage Association showing that the operating costs with a 3-ton 
load would be 6d. per ton-mile. Making allowance for empty-car 
mileage and maintenance, the total costs would be 1s. 3d. per 
ton-milo gross.—The Times Trade Supplement. 


Flat Electrode Welding.—A writer to the Electrical 
World points out that the use of fist electrodes in the place of the 
usual cylindrical type results in & great saving of time, and calls 
for considerably less skill upon the part of the operator. When 
operating upon a 'V "-shaped opening, the flat electrode will 
assume a corresponding shape owing to the fact that the arc 
centres at those pointe closest to the metal, and thus melts off the 
electrode for a uniform distance. This relieves the operator of the 
task of skilfully moviog the electrode from side to side, and down 
into the notch. When using this electrode, it is only necessary for 
the welder to carry one size, and to use it either flat or edgewise 
for wider or narrower seams. The flat electrode is also eminently 
fitted for automatic welding machines since it will give broad runs 
without side motion. 


Electric Rivet Heatiag.—At a meeting of the Phila- 
delphia section of the American Association of Iron and Steel 
Electrical Engineers, an official of the American Car and Foundry 


O0. stated that his firm used electricity for heating rivets in their 


passenger-car and freight-car departments, effecting a saving of 
between $1 and $2 per 100 lb. of rivets, as compared with oil 
heating. Over 100,000 rivets, weighing 45,700 lb. were treated 
daily. The amount of electricity consumed in this way averaged 
only about 14 kWh per 100 lb. 


Determination of Protective Glass Opacity.—4A quick 
method for determining the opacity of eye-protective glasses to 
ultra-violet rays has been worked out by the U.S. Bureau of 
Standards. The photographio method usually employed requires 
several hours for making such a test, while by the new method, 
which is radiometric, a test can be made in a few minutes. The 
test is based upon the fact that all glasses are opaque to radiations 
of wave lengths of less than 0'3 micron (1 mioron — 1/1,000 mm.). 
It is, therefore, only necessary to examine eye-protective glasses 
for opacity to ultra-violet radiations of wave lengths of from 0'3 to 
0'4 micron. Radiations of these wave lengths are easily obtained 
without employing a spectroscope by simply filtering the light 
from a quartz vapour lamp through a suitable glass screen placed 
over & vacuum thermopile. Measurements of one part in 10,000 
are easily ob'ainable.— Chemical and Metallurgical Engineering. 


A Cheap Transformer Installation.—A cheap form cf 
custom 3r's rural transformer installation is being supplied by the 
Miami Valley Electrio Co., of Sidney, Ohio, says the Electrical 
World. The installation is simple and is easily installed. It 
consists of air-brake switches operated from the ground, horn-gap 
and res:stanoe lightning arresters, choke coils, expulsion fuses and 
transformer. The approximate cost of a typical installation on a 
13,200-V line. to supply 110.220 V single-phase service is shown in 
the following list of materials and labour :—2}-kVA transformer, 
3135.00; switching equipment and lightning protection, $160.00 ; 
material for earthing neutral and lightning arrester, $2.50; one 
three-wire secondary rack, bolts, washers, and 300 ft. of No. 10 
secondary, $5.00; labour, two men, four hours each at 50 cents per 
hour, $1.00 ; total, $306.50. 

For the eyuipment installed complete with a three-wire 
secondary not exceeding 100 ft. (31 m.) in length a charge of $375 
is made to the farmer. This covers overhead cost and the slight 
difference in construction cost in different installations. 


Detection of Armature Short-Circuits.— To test for 
short circuits in motor coils outside the motor, a quick, reliable 
and at the same time inexpensive outfit was made by an Electrical 
World correspondent from an old pole piece of a synchro»ous 
motor. This pole p:ece measured about 7 in. long 4 in. wide and 
6 in. high (18 om. x 10cm. x 15 om.). A piece of fibre in the 
shape of the ooil was attached to the yoke end of the pole to hold 
the winding, which consisted of five layers of No. 11 double-cotton- 
covered wire. Flexible leads were soldered to the ends of the 
winding. Current was taken from a 110-V alternating-current 


. circuit. 


In testing & ooilit was placed over the pole piece. Any short 
circuit in the coil was detected first by & foroe trying to throw the 
coil off the core and, secondly, by the heat developed in the short- 
cirouited turns. This outfit bas very handy and many other uses 
may be found for it in the winding shop. i 


Electrical Bread-Baking.—The Electrical World gives 
details of a store in Salt Lake City where electricity has been 


" substituted for raw fuel in the baking of bread. The supply 


company looks upon the oven as a very desirable business, as 
it is in steady use from five to sixteen hours each day, and main- 
tains a fairly high load factor. The investment cost to obtain this 
business is little or no greater for smaller-siz3 ovens than for the 
electric range, and the revenue is eight to ten times greater, In 
most cases no additional investment is necessary, as the load is 
connected in the commercial section, where fecders and trans- 


. formers are of ample capacity to handle a greatly-inoreased load. 


The baking hours are so arranged by the class of work that the 
operation seldom overlaps a peak. If the oven is used during the 
day, it misses the morning peak and is turued off before the 


: evening; if used during the night, it aleo misses both morning 


and evening peaks, thereby improving the load factor by filling 
in the valley of the load curve that is a problem to all central- 


station engineers. : 


An initial six-day trial proved this method of baking to be leas 
expensive than the previous arrangement, and the success of the 
scheme was s» marked that in Salt Lake City no leas than 40 of 
these ovens are in daily use, in addition to 20 in other parts of the | 
supply company's area, ! i 
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INSTITUTION NOTES. 


Birmingham and District Electric Club.—The club held ite first 
meeting of the 1921 session on January 8th, when the president, 
Mr. A. O. Wynne, gave his presidential address, in which he dealt 
with the present position of the electrical profession and industry, 
and claimed that the time was (more than ripe for those engaged 
in the busir eas of electrical engineering to consider some means cf 
setting and insisting upon a standard of fitness and efficiency, and 
thus form a means of protecting themselves and the public from 
the results of the ignorance and malpractices of those who ought 
never to be allowed to practise in a business of such supreme import- 
ance to the community as electrical engineering. The club meets 
on the second Saturday in each of the winter months at the Grand 
Hotel, Colmore Row, Birmingham, and electrical engineers residing 
in, or visiting the city, will always find a welcome, and, as a rule, 
an interesting and ureful technical paper or discussion. 

The arrangements for the first half session, 1921, include the 
following items :— February 12tb, Mr. C. J. A. McDonald on 
" Reminiscenoes of the Test- bed; March 12th, Mr. H. C. Young, 
03 ‘Common -Sense Methods of Recording, Costing, and Progress 
in Shop Management; April 9th, Mr. F. Forrest on Supply of 
Electrical Energy in Birmingham and District"; March 4th, 
annual dinner. ` 


Liverpool Eugineering Soclety.— The annual dinner will be held 
at the Exchange Station Hotel, Liver pool, on Thursday, January 27th, 
at 7 pm. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers. —The following programme 
of Informal Meetings has been arranged for January :—17th, 
“The Mental Equipment of an Engineer,” by Mr. P. Pitt; 24tb, 
discussion on Improving the Usefu'ness of the Institution," Mr. 
Li. B. Atkinson (president) in the chair; 31st, " Possible Economies 
in Housewiring,” by Mr. L. Milne. The second annual smoking 
concert is to be held on February 28th. 


Chelmsford Engineering Society.—On January 6th, at the East 
Anglian Institute of Agriculture, Mr. Thomas Clarkson delivered 
an instructive lecture on 4' Motor Transport Economics,” outlining 
the growth of road transport from the pioneer work of the early 
French engineers up to the present day. He pointed out that by 
the use of coke as fuel in a steam-driven lorry, it was now possible 
to carry a three-ton load at a net cost of lid. per mile. In the 
discussion that followed, Mr. C. Johnson pointed out the 
ad vants ges of electric transport for a short and intermittent haul. 


® 


. OUR PERSONAL COLUMN, 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
technical or the commercial side of the profession and indust: y, 
also electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of the 
BumoTRICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements, 


Mr. W. B. BRASSINGTON, formerly chief engineer of the 
Motherwell electrio undertaking, has been appointed chief engineer 


of the joint undertakings of Motherwell and Wishaw, which will | 


in future be controlled as one unit; Mr. Davip B. Scott, Wishaw, 
has been appointed mains superintendent of the joint undertakings. 

The Bóntgen Society has made the first award of the Mackenzie 
Davidson medal to DB. F. W. ASTON, for a paper on Positive 
Rays.” 

Mn. HonEeRT M. FBEEMAN, asscciate physicist of the radio 
section, Bureau of, Standards., U.S.A., has resigned to accept a 
position with the Westinghouse Electric and Manufacturing Co. 
— Science. | 

Hackney Borough Council Establishment and General Purposes 
Committee reor mmends thst Mg. J. G. W. CLEMENTS be appointed 
sales department salesman in the electricity department at a com- 
mencing salary of £220 per annum. 

The marriage has taken place at Edinburgh of Mr. COLIN 
RUSSELL, A. M. I. E. E., who gained the M.S.M. whilst serving with 
the Royal Engineers, and Miss Franoes Brown, of Fdinburgh. 

Mr. H. F. REEMAN, who, for a number of years, has been power 
station superintendent to the Llanelly and District Electric 
Lighting and Traction Co., Ltd., resigned on 31st, ult., to take up a 
position as manager to a manufacturing firm in Lancashire. On 
leaving he was presented with a gold watch by the members of 
the staff. i 

Bsrrow Town Council has been recommended to increase the 
ralary of the electrical engineer to £950 per annum as from April 
lst, 1920, or any variation thereof which may be agreed upon 
between the Standing Sub-Committee of the Council and the 
AMEE. ; - 

Will. — The late Mr. J.. STUBBS, O.B.E, director of the 
Concordia Electric Wire Co., Ltd., left £36,760 gross, and £29,151 


net personalty. 


Portsmouth Leader Cable.— Representatives of nearly 
every Navy in the wold witnessed a demonstration at Portsmouth, 
on the 4th inst., of the electric leader cable," which was installed 
some time ago, and by means of which ships can be guided into 
port in foggy weather, or when the ordinary navigation marks are 
not visible. E FS | l 


JOINT ELECTRICITY AUTHORITIES. 


WEST OF ENGLAND DIBTRICT INQUIRY. 


An inquiry into the proposed formation of a Joint Electricity 
Authority as provided tor by the Electricity (Supply) Act, 
1919, was opened at Bristol on January lith, in connection 
with the Lower Severn District. Sir John Snell, Sir Harry 
Haward, Mr. H. Booth and Mr. Archibald Page represented 


- the Electricity Commissioners, who were accompanied by 


their legal adviser, Mr. E. W. Hudson, and their clerk, Mr. 
D. S. Cumberlege. 

County Councils, Borough, Urban District, Rural District, 
and Town Councils were represented by their legal advisers at 
the inquiry, and many “ electrical " gentlemen were present, 
including Mr. Roger T. Smith, who in company with Mr. 
Tyldesley Jones represented the Great Western and Midland 
Railway Companies, Messrs. H. Faraday Proctor (Bristol), F. 
Teague (Bath), W. J. Bache (Chelfenham), F. H. Corson 
(Gloucester), . Newey (Swindon), W. T. Kerr (Hereford), 
H. I. Munro (Exeter), C. G. Morley New (Cardiff), S. T. 
Allen (Wolverhampton), W. Nairn (Bristol Tramways Co.), 


VW. Hardey (Bath ‘Tramways Co.), G. Charlton (Weston- 


super-Mare Electric Supply Co.), G. L. Coventon (Chepstow 
E. L. Co.), H. Walker (Bridgwater E.L. Co.) F. Christy 
(North Somerset Supply Co.), C. T. Allan (South Wales Power 
Co.). J. H. Edwards (various undertakings), W. L. Madgen 
(British Electrical Federation), J. W. Burr (Swansea and 
South Wales Linking-up Committee), T. W. Cole (Provincial 
Electricity Supply Committee), and Mr. Arthur Ellis, consult- 
ing engineer, Cardiff. 

In opening, Sir John Snell read the notice convening the 
inquiry, which stated that any body or person interested might 
attend the inquiry either personally or by counsel, solicitor, 
or agent. He mentioned that the present Electricity Acts did 
not confer any financial powers upon Joint Electricity Autho- 
rities, but the Bill which was to be laid before Parliament 
next session would contain the financial powers necessary to a 
Joint Authority to borrow money and to issue electricity stock, 
and powers to local authorities, companies, and persons, to 
render financial assistance to a Joint Electricity Authority by 
loans, by guarantee of interest or otherwise. The procedure 
of the inquiry would be to call upon the chairman of the 
Organising Committee (Mr. H. Faraday Proctor), which has 
submitted the scheme to open, and thereafter such witnesses 
as might appear in support of the scheme would be examined 
and cross-examined by counsel or solicitors appearing for the 
various interests in such order as they might arrange between 
themselves. He had expected that the Organising Committee 
would have been represented by counsel, but Mr. Proctor as 
the chairman of the Organising Committee, would present 
the case on behalf of the Organising Committee, and 
then would have to put himself into the box as a witness 
to be cross-examined by those representing the other interests, 
a not altogether helpful way of doing things, which might 
lead to some confusion. He was rather sorry for Mr. Proctor, 
because he had to appear in a dual capacity. Sir John pointed 
out some inaccuracies in the notice of provisional determina- 
tion of the first district. IIe then called upon Mr. Proctor to 
explain the proposals for the scheme. : 

Mr. H. Faraday Proctor, in opening his case, detailed the 
two or three references which had led up to the present stage 
in the proceedings. General particulars and financial esti- 
mates had been prepared and had been submitted to the Com- 
missioners, with the request for the putting in hand of those 
interim works and estimates more particularly referring to the 
Beachley generating station in the Forest of Dean. Additional 
information was furnished to the Commissioners as desired, 
embracing general statistics and an outline of a scheme show- 
ing the feasibility of transmitting energy to various localities 
in the south-eastern portion of the district on a sound financial 
basis. These details had not been submitted to other autho- 
rities in the proposed districts. The scheme submitted dealt 


particularly with the constitution of the Joint Authority and 


the method of securing proportionate representation and the 
basis of the same. It was deemed to be a sine qua non that 
those bodies or companies which through their representatives 
were entrusted with the control and direction of the affairs 
of the authority, including its finances, should be responsible 
for its solvency. It had been, and was, considered undesir- 
able, and indeed impracticable, for a committee which was 
not regularly constituted and had not time or means at its 
disposal to undertake the specific detailed investigation of the 
engineering problema, more particularly having regard to the 
fact that the area had not been determined. 

Sir John Snell inquired how it came about that the district 
was in that position, when to the knowledge of the Commis- 
sioners other districts which had submitted schemes had sub- 
mitted the full engineering particulars. He stated that cor- 
porations and companies could not possibly criticise the pro- 
posals of the Organising Committee unless those particulars 
were put at their disposal. They ought to have something 
conerete to go upon. He was disappointed that the Organising 
Committee had not the information which had been submitted 
to the Commissioners available for distribution to the various 
representatives present. [t was a little unfair to those repre- 
sentatives not to have the particulare in their hands. 

The point raised by Sir John was endorsed by many of those 
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present, and after a conference with his colleagues, the inquiry 
was adjourned until March lst, by which date it was ho 
that all available information, both technical and otherwise, 
would be furnished to the various parties interested. 

Before adjourning, Sir John stated that the idea to be borne 
in mind was the improvement of the supply of electricity in 
the district and its gradual evolution and development. In- 
terests ought to be, on main principles, common. In fairness 
to Mr. Proctor, he ought to state that he did not blame him 
or the Organising Committee for the position they found them- 
selves in that morning. The Organising Committee had, after 
all, taken the initiative in this matter. As this was the first 
inquiry of its kind, without any settled form of procedure, 
they would gradually have to formulate as they went along. 
A certain amount of preliminary work and loss of time was 
inevitable, but he supposed other districts would benefit at the 
expense of the Lower Severn. 

The sudden postponement of the inquiry was entirely un- 
expected by the electrical industry, which had looked forward 
to the investigation with keen interest. It appears that the 
Organising Committee was hardly prepared for the array of 
consulting engineers and learned counsel with which it was 
confronted, and Mr. H. Furaday Proctor—to whose indefatig- 
able labours the Lower Severn District is deeply indebted— 
found himself in an unenviable position. We gather that the 
presentation of a technical scheme is regarded by the Elec- 
tricity Commissioners as an indispensable feature of such an 
inquiry, and it so happens that of the four proposals which 
have been published, the Lower Severn Scheme is the only 
one in which it is lacking. If this procedure is to become 
standardised, it will obviously be difficult or even impossible 
to form a Joint Authority for the purpose of exercising super- 
Mant over a District without actually engaging in electricity 
supply. 

The postponement of the inquiry is not altogether to be 
regretted; it will afford an opportunity for the interests con- 
cerned to confer with a view to submitting to the Commis- 
sioners an agreed and well-thought-out technical scheme, from 
which contentious elements will have to be eliminated as far as 
possible, and the incident will serve for the guidance of other 
organising committees in the preparation of their cases. We 
understand that the Bath City Council, which was formerly 
disposed to stand aloof, has assumed a more friendly attitude 
with regard to the proposals; as a measure of justice, we 
must point out that in the early stages the Bath representa- 
tives insisted on the preparation of a technical scheme as a 
condition precedent to their adhesion, and to the formation 
of a Joint Authority for the District. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Smith & Ansell, Ltd. (172,491.)—Private company. Re- 
gistered January 7th. Capital, £7,000 in £1 shares. To take over the business 
of manufacturers of electric light fittings, &c., carried on by H. S. Smith and 
B. Ansell at 109, Great Hampton Row, Birmingham, as Smith & Ansell.” 
The first directors are: H. $, Smith, “ Vron," Maney Hill Road, Sutton 
Coldfield (chairman); B. Ansell, 280, Kingsbury Road, Erdington, Birmingham. 
Registered office: 109, Great Hampton Row, Birmingham. 


Ennis Gas & Electric Supply Co., Ltd. (5,094).—Regis- 
tored in Dublin January 3rd. Capital. £0,000 in EI shares. To supply electric 
light to the town of Ennis. The first directors are: A. Knox, merchant, Ennis; 
J. O'Dea, merchant, Ennis; J. Brevin, merchant, Ennis; P. Cahn, merchant, 
Ennis; D. McInerney, merchant, Ennis; M. McInerney, merchant, Ennis: 
M. McMahon, merchant, Ennis. Solicitor: F. T. Cullinan, 8, Nassau Street, 
Dublin. 


Haslam & Stretton (Engineering and Motor Utilities), 
Ltd. (172,459).—Private company. Registered January 6th. 


Capital, £25,000 in £1 shares. To take over the mechanical, electrical, and 
motor utilities supply business of Haslam & Stretton, Ltd. The first directors 
are: S. B. Haslam, 11, Windsor Place, Cardiff, engineer; T. Stretton, 11, 
Windsor Place, Cardiff, engineer; W. Fakon, no address given; G. H. 
Ockwell, no address given. Registered office: 11, Windsor Place, Cardiff. 


Scholey Construction Co., Ltd. (172,385).—Private com- 
pany. Registered January Ist. Capital, £20,000 in £1 shares. To adopt an 
agreement with H. Scholey, C.B.E., for the transfer of certain property and 


rights to use a process relating to an improved method ol treating rails, &c., , 


with apparatus lor heat treatment ''in situ," and to carry on the business 
of manufacturers of railway and tramwav apparatus, rolling stock, engines, 
and machinery of all kinds, &c. The subscribers (each with one share) are: 
F. S. Clark, 11. Pancras Lane, E. C. 4, solicitor; E. W. Brett, 25, Kelsey Park 
Road, Beckenham, Kent, solicitor's clerk. The first directors are: H. Scholey, 
C. B. E., Rt. Hon. G. H. Roberts, M.P., C. W. Hill, and E. S. Ormsby. The 
last named shall be entitled to act without qualification. In the event of the 
said E. S. Ormsby ceasing to act as director, C. P. Sandberg, of 40, Grosvenor 
Gardens, S.W., shall be entitled to nominate a director in his place during the 
continuance of the “ principal agreement.“ Solicitor: F. S. Clark, 11, Pancras 
Lane, E 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


North Metropolitan Electrical Power Distribution Co., Ltd. 
~—Particulars of £40,000 debentures (of which £25,000 has already been regis- 
tered) authorised by resolutions of June 17th, 1909, May 6th, 1915, and Novem- 
ber 9th, 1920, present issue £15,000, charged on the company's undertaking 
and property, present and future, including uncalled capital. 


Airedale Electrical & Manufacturing Co., Ltd.—Mortgage 
dated December 18th, 1920, to secure £600, charged on land in or near Ryan 
Street, Bowling, Bradford, and garage shed, &c., thereon. Holders: S. F. 
Jackson, 82, Ryan Street, Bradford, and W. D. Lund, 8, Beechwood Grove 
Undercliffe, Bradford. " 


Douglas En ineering Co., Ltd.—Two mortgage deben- 
tures dated December 7th, 1920, to secure £3,000 and £l, respectivelv, 
charged on the company's undertaking and property, present and future, 
including uncalled capital. Holders: R. J orporation, Ltd., 370, High 
Road, Willesden Green, N.W. 


City of Oxford Electric Tramways, Ltd.—Satisfaction to 
the extent of £1,600 on December 17th, 1920, of charge dated February 20th, 
1914, securing £46,000. 


Wilson- Wolf, Engineering Co., Ltd.—Satisfaction in full 
on November 28th of mortgage dated March 22nd, 1920, securing all moneys 
due or to become due, not exceeding £3,000 notified: Also mortgage dated 
December 30th, 1920, to secure all moneys due or to become due from com- 
pany to London Joint City & Midland Bank, Ltd., charged on certain freehold 
hereditaments in Towler Street, Peterborough. 


Phonopore Construction Co., Ltd.—Particulars of £5,000 
debentures authorised by resolutions of November 15th and December 14th, 
1920, whole amount issued, charged on the company’s undertaking and pro- 
perty, present and future, including uncalled capital. 

Wakelins, Ltd.—Satisfaction to the extent of £1,380 on 
December 15th, 1920, of debentures dated July 10th, 1919, securing £1,480. 


CITY NOTES. 


i From the Adelaide Register of November 
Adelaide Electric loth, just to hand, we learn that a meeting 
Supply Co., Ltd. of local shareholders was held in Adelaide 

l on November 9th, when Sir Geo. Brook- 
man, the chairman of the local board, who has recently visited 
England in connection with the question of the transfer of 
the head office from London to Adelaide, and the heavy 
burden imposed upon the company by the payment of British 
income tax as well as local taxation, explained the result of 
his investigations. Sir Geo. Brookman said shareholders were 
aware that for some time the directors in London and in Ade- 
laide had endeavoured to secure relief from double taxation. 
For some years an abatement had been made, and they had 
hoped that it would be increased and further concessions 
granted to Australian shareholders. Previously to his visit to 
London Mr. J. K. Samuel discussed with the board the subject 
of moving the head oflice to Adelaide to avoid British taxation 
on amounts earned and distributed in Australia, and negotia- 
tions on that point were continued on his arrival. While the 
steps were in progress matters were brought to a crisis by the 
imposition of the company tax of 5 per cent., and the adamant 
attitude of the Chancellor of the Exchequer on the subject 
of further relief. The situation had been discussed with 4he 
London board from all points, and it was found thut to avoid 
the tax it would be neckssary to move the control of the com- 
pany to Adelaide. Fortunately, it would make no difference, 
as the company had been practically managed in Adelaide for 
many years, with the London board settling matters of policy 
und materially assisting in matters of finance. It had been 
agreed by the London directors that after March, 1921, the 
company should be controlled from South Australia. He was 
pleased to say that the arrangement for the transfer was of 
a friendly nature, the directors recognising that the tax was 
unfair, and he asked shareholders to support the payment of 
£7,000 as.compensation for the loss of office. A saving of 


: £12,000 a year would be made immediately, and larger sums as 


the business expanded. Should the resolutions to be submitted 
be approved by local shareholders, a meeting would be 
held in London on January 19th, at which they would be 


submitted to the English shareholders, who numbered more 


than 60U, and held about 300,000 shares, and he did not expect 
any opposition from them, as they would indirectly benefit by 
the savings to the company. Arrangements had been made to 
continue the office in London. They had a capable secretary. 
who was also an engineer, and also had the services of Kincaid 
and Co., the eminent consulting engineers. The interests of 
the company had been safeguarded in every respect, and they 
would still retain the sympathy of the London directors. 

The following resolution was carried: That this meeting 
of local shareholders in the Adelaide Electric Supply Co. ap- 
proves the terms proposed for the transfer of the control of 
the company to Adelaide as set out in the notice to the meet- 
ing to be held in London on January 19th embodying the 
resolution to be submitted there.” 

It was also agreed that the London directors should be 
paid £7,000 as compensation for loss of office. 

The draft notice set out that on and after March 1st tbe 
board of directors in Adelaide would consist of Sir George 
Brookman, Hon. D. J. Gordon, M.L.C., and Messrs. J. K. 
Samuel and F. W. Clements. 

It was also stated that the directors intended shortly to issue 
the remainder of the ordinary shares, as more capital was 
required. 

Gross revenue for the vear ended August 31st, 1920, £238,763, 
as compared with £185,907 for the previous vear. After deduct- 
ing management and general expenses in Adelaide and London 
and providing for interest and sinking fund on 5 per cent. 
debenture stock and interest on 6 per cent. consolidated deben- 
ture stock, writing off the coat of issue of A preference 
shares £4,000, placing to reserve for income tax and corpora- 
tion tax £5,000, to general reserve 45.000. and paying a final 
dividend of 7 per cent. (actual) on 350,000 ordinary shares, 
making 12 per cent. free of British tax for the year, there is 
a balance of £9.103. and £18.360 brought forward to be carried 
to next account. Capital expenditure to August 3lst, 1919, 
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amounted to £1,047,683, plus further expenditure during the 
year £133,400, making £1,181,083, less £22,481 written off, 
leaving balance of capital expenditure 41, 158,602. 


The report of the directors of the Com- 


The Compagnie pagnie Générale d'Electricité, dealing with 
Générale the yeur 1919-20, states that the activitv of 
d'Electricité. the manufacturing works on the whole was 


only limited by the scarcity of coal and 
the irregularity in the transport services. The work of exten- 
sion or transformation of the means of production was con- 
tinued. The Pont-en-Royans factory for the manufacture of 
small electrical apparatus was set in operation in March, 1919, 
and a second works was on the point of being finished at 
Saint Marcellin, in order to supplement the former. In the 
case of the Orleans electrical and mechanical works, the pro- 
duction of motors and transformers in bulk was beginning. 
The Tubes de Vincey, which works had been in use since 
February, 1919, had been converted into a separate company 
with a share capital of 30,000,000 fr., in the formation of which 
the Campagnie Générale had participated with the Aciéries de 
la Marine; and the interests taken bv the company in the 
Aciéries et Usines à Tubes de la Sarre had been transferred to 
^ the Société des Tubes de Vincey. Proceeding to refer to sub- 
sidiary companies, the report mentions that the Ateliers de 
Constructions Electriques de Delle, which made a speciality 
of high tension apparatus, had distributed a dividend of 6 per 
cent, for the past year, and the same rate had been paid by 
the Compagnie Générale d'Electro-Ceramique. As to the ques- 
tion of the supply companies which were in a serious situation, 
the report recalls the fact that the Ministry for Public Works 
had recommended the introduction, in the fixing of sale prices 
for energy, of an economic index, taking into account varia- 
tions in the prices for coal and the cost of labour. Certain 
agreements, some of which were provisional and others were 
definite, had been arranged on this basis between the con- 
cessionnaire companies and the municipal authorities which 
granted the concessions. It, therefore. seemed that in the 
course of time the company's subsidiaries would again enter 
upon a period of normal financial yield. The accounts showed 
net profits of 7.370.000 fr., or an increase of 885,000 fr. over 
1918-19, and a dividend has been declared at the rate of 60 fr. 
per share, as contrasted with 50 fr. in the preceding year. 

M. Azaria, deputy manager, addressed the shareholders at 
considerable length at the recent general meeting, discussing 
in particular the crisis which places a heavy burden on every- 
one at the present time. After giving details, he expressed 
the opinion that every manufacturing or merchant undertaking 
should keep a special account to equalise the difference between 
the real profits resulting from the exercise of trade and the 
temporary profits derived. without working, from the rise 
in value of stocks. The crisis was world wide. and the company 
was impeded by the competition of other producing countries 
which also sought foreign markets in order to dispose of the 
products which their inland markets were unable to absorb. 
As to the question when the crisis would come to an end, the 
speaker remarked that reassuring indications were beginning 
to appear: they would no doubt require several months to 
exercise their full effect. | 

After referring to the fall in the prices for coal, the deputy 
manager approached the question of labour. He stated that 
the mentality of the workman was visiblv being transformed ; 
the workman was ceasing to follow those who advised him 
more and more to restrict his oroduction, and the individual 
efficiency was increasing in all the company’s works. The 
number of workmen employed bv the companv and its sub- 
sidiaries was 13.682 on June 30th. 1920: and had risen to 
14.389 by the end of November. In conclusion, the speaker 
announced that applications for prices were now bein? made 
to an extent which had not been known for manv weeks past. 
and it was possible that purchasers were heginning to ask 
themselves whether the time was not at hand when it would 
be right for them to buy. 


The directors of the Fabrik Te^lierter 
Drahte vorm. C. J. Vogel. of Berlin, re- 
commended a dividend and bonus at the 
rate of 35 per cent. for 1919-20, as compared 
with 18 per cent. in the preceding vear. Tt is nroposed to 
increase the share capital by 11,500,000 to B. 000.000 marks. 


The accounts of the Elektrowerke A.G., of Berlin. whose 
shares are held by the State, show net profits of 349,000 marks 
on an ordinary capital of 5.000,000 marks. The company, 
which supplies power to the State nitrogen works at Piesteritz, 
and also contributes towards the delivery of energy in Berlin, 
has a State loan of 55,480,000 marks. 


The accounts of the Electrizitats A.G., vorm. Herman Poegr, 
of Chemnitz, show net profits of 2.514.000 marks for 1919-20, 
this result contrasting with 1.139.000 marks in the previous 
year. A dividend has been declared at the rate of 17 per cent., 
as in 1918-19, and the share capital is to be increased from 
29 to 42 millions of marks. The directors state that-the stock 
of orders and degree of activity in the new financial year are 
satisfactory, and the restrictions in working in certain depart- 
ments have been mostly discontinued. 


The report of the A.G. fur Elektrizitats Anlagen, of Berlin, 
atatea that allocations to the reserve fund were made in 
1919-900 to meet the threatened losses on the works in Konitz 
and Thorn, which are situated in the district ceded to Poland. 


German 
Companies. 


Two German supply works were disposed of, as also were the 
shares held in Russian undertakings. The accounts show net 
profits of 650,000 marks, as compared with 533,000 marks in 
1918-19, and the dividend is at the rate of 6 per cent. on 
share capital of 10,000,000 marks, as contrasted with à per 
cent, in the preceding year. 
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Dublin United Tramways Co., Ltd.—The directors have 
decided to place £30,000 to the track renewals fund, £2,000 
to depreciation on investments, to pay the following dividends, 
less tax, for the half-year ended December 31st, 1920: 6 per 
cent. on the preference stock and 7 per cent. on the ordinary 
eo making 54 per cent. per annum, carrying forward 
£13,331. 


Anglo-American Telegraph Co., Ltd.—Balance dividends 
of 14 per cent. on ordinary consolidated and preferred stocks, 
and first and final dividend of 14 per cent. on deferred stock 
for the year, all less tax, making 32 per cent. on ordinary 
consolidated, 6 per cent. on preferred, and 14 per cent. on 
deferred stock for 1920. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


TUESDAY EVENING. 

THE course of Stock Exchange markets is not running quite so 
smoothly as it did last week. There has been something of a 
halt in the public demand. for most of the active securities, and 
the talk of cheaper money in the near future has not sufficed 
to prevent a pretty general setback in active issues, The main 
reason for the decline is situply that there is not enough busi- 
ness to counteract the usual amount of selling which goes on 
automatically day by day. Moreover, the buoyuncy of last 
week failed to take fully into account the various elements that 
make for difficulty in trade conditions to-duy : unemployment, 
high costs, foreign exchanges and the other items in the cata- 
logue of causes that weigh upon industry all round. -Home 
Railway stocks, which were quite a good market last week, 
have mostly eased off on the latest crop of doubts as to whether 
the companies are, or are not, paying their way. 

In the general protest which has arisen against the proposed 
increase to be levied upon telephone-users, the Stock Exchange 
has played its part with other members of the community. 
Numerously signed petitions have been presented to the Stock 
Exchange Committee asking that body to take steps to lay 
before the Government the severe handicap which the sug- 
gested increases in rates would lay upon fluidity of markets, 
thereby causing a loss to the public and to the revenue. The 
Stock Exchange recognises, of course, that the telephone ser- 
vice cannot be run indefinitely at a heavy loss to the country, 
but there is a distinct inclination to ask whether such reforms 
of management cannot be introduced into the existing system 
as would enable the rates to be substantially less, at all events, 
thun those which it 1s now proposed to inaugurate. 

Underground Electric income bonds retain a rise of 2 points 
on the week, and the shilling shares are firmer at 5s. 6d., the 
market in Tube stocks not being affected by the heaviness that 
has overtaken various issues in the steam group. 

We referred last week to the intention of the County of 
London Electric Supply Company to apply for parliamentary 
powers for the establishment of a separute concern to deal with 
its Barking undertaking. It is reasonable to suppose that 
after the necessary amount of official red tape has been cut, 
the scheme will be duly passed. Some speculation has arisen 
in the market as to what will be the result, and if a guess 
may be hazarded in this column, we would say that the lines 
of the plan may follow those which prevail in the case of the 
Charing Cross and City Company. No change has occurred 
in the price of the ordinary, but the preference are 5s. lower. 
'To give some idea of the way in which cheap shares are com- 
ing to market, we may mention that a small parcel of Chelsea 
6 per cent. preference changed hands the other day at 2 9/16. 
As the shares are of the nominal denomination of £5, this gives 
a return on the money of nearly 12 per cent., and although 
there is not much market in the shares, the company is one 
of the soundest in the group. Metropolitan, Westminsters, 
and Charing Cross ordinary are all j up on the week. 

Edisons, after their dip to 8s. 9d., have recovered to 12s. 6d. 
There are interesting rumours current in the market with 
reference to a closer association of this company with one of 
the other big electrical undertakings, but no definite informa- 
tion is at present forthcoming. Electric Constructions have 
risen to 178. 6d.; General Electrics are unchanged. 

The Eastern cable group is quotably strengthened with rises 
in Eastern Extensions, Globe ordinary, Eastern ordinary and 
Western shares. Moreover, the new stocks of these companies 
are all better than they were. The cheapest in the list is 
Western new, which stand at 144 as against the old shares at 
144. Siemens new shares eased off to 8s. 9d., and Henleys at 
30s, are à down. Otherwise there is not much change in the 
manufacturing market. The British Columbia Electric Rail- 
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way has declared a dividend on the preferred ordinary of 23s. 
per cent., free of tax, making £4 13s. for the year, with a divi- 
dend of £2 14s. on the deferred, free of tax, making £6 4s. for 
the year. The deferted stock is 2 points higher, the preferred 
being a point down, which is certainly gurprising in view of 
the excellent figures. Foreign railways, however, are some- 
what out of favour. Brazil Tractions are 1 up at 38, Mexicans 
are mostly easier, and some dozens of falls have occurred in 
the lists of dollar securities, owing to the rise in the value of 
the £ sterling. Amongst the falls which have taken place in 
these stocks are many concerned with American and Canadian 
industrials. 

Marconis at 24 show 1/16 decline, in spite of the new public 
telegraph service (conducted by the Marconi Company and the 
Compagnie Générale de Telegraphie sans fil) which opened 
last Saturday with an exchange of greetings between King 
George and the French President. It is stated, by the way, 
that a wild outburst of speculation in industrials has broken 
out on the Berlin Bourse, and that large schemes are projected, 
having for their object the amalgamation of various German 
electrical companies, several of which were well known in 
this country before the war. 

Rubber shares have come down after their improvements. 
. The burst of buying which carried up prices so sharply last 
week was succeeded by a fair amount of selling on the part of 
those who have been anxious to get out of their rubber shares 
for some time past, and a contribution to the fall was afforded 
by rubber itself going back from 16d. to 13d. per lb. Iron, 
steel and armament shares, however, keep firm, Vickers 
further improving to 17s. 9d., while Babcock & Wilcox are 
better at 23. The prov inces are buying their particular 
favourites in this group, the market for which is one of the 
firmest round the Stock Exchange. 


SHARE LIST OF ELECTRIOAL COMPANIES. 
Homes ErzgormRiorTY COMPANIBS. 
Dividend ‘Price 


— Jan. 11. Tield 
1918. 1919, 1931, Rise or fall. P. o. i 
Brompton Ordina 8 12 — 810 4 4 
Cheribé Cr Cross Orne 4 7 P + 10 0 0 
o do. do 4 Pret. . "EE - 8 8 8 
Chel e ee ee 8 4 — 6 8 0 
City of of London 8 10 ls — 12 9 8 2 
Ado. ðo. 6 per cent. Pret... 8 6 nie = 617 2 
County of Rondon és 1 8 1 — 10 18 4 
do. do. 6 per cent. Pref, 6 6 7 - 1 715 0 
Kensington Ordinary e >œ% 6 1 — 906 
London Electric  .. „„ Ni 9 - 10 0 0 
do. do. 6percent.Pref,.. 8 6 — 1018 3 
litan.. ee 6 6 2 +è 10 18 2 
do. r cent. Pret. „„ 4 4 24xd — 8 15 8 
Bt, James’ an Mall . ee 10 19 — 9 12 0 
South Metropolitan Pref.. ee ee 7 1 p = 10 8 8 
Westminster Ordinary .. .» B 10 1i -$ 10 5 4 
E TELEORAPHS AND TELEPHONES. 
Anglo Se, Tel. Feet ee ee 6 6 1 — 119 0 
Def ee ee = 1 vel +è 913 6 
Ohile Telephone ry — c» 8 d — 69 1 
Ouba 8 ub. Ord. m eo ee 1 7 — i 0 0 0 
Bastern Extension oe oe ee 8 10 15 + «8 18 4 
Bastern Tel. Or oe oo oe 8 10 1543 + 4 6 9 5 
Globe Tel. and T. Ord. ee ee 8 10 16 + i 618 4 
do. do. Pref. .. oo 6 6 84 — 112 
Great Northern Tol. ee oe 22 29 20 — 110 0 
Indo- European ee ee ee 18 10 80 - 8 6 8 
Marconi ee ee ee ee 96 25 21 — iM ad 
Oriental Telephone Ord. .. ee 10 12 PET — *6 1 0 
United 0 te Tel. ee ee 8 B — $8 16 4 
West India and Panama T Nil i — Nil 
Western ä «4 „ 10 14 +è 614 7 
Hoxm Rins, 
ann ne London Ord. Assented e f 4 905 — 9 H 0 
etropolitan ee oe s: 
do. District eo "Y Nil Wh 1 — Nil 
Underground Electric Qa ary Nil Nil 1 — Nil 
do. do. „ Nil Nil 6 ＋ &d. Nil 
do. do. these ee 6 4 094 ` +2 — 


FongiGw Trams, 40. 
AE Trams, First Pref. .. Nil NA 23 xd 


| 

— 
e 
© 
e 


do. 2nd 5 ee Nil — Nil 

Brasil Tractions NU Nil 85 +1 Nil 
British 5 Elec. Rly. Pfce. 6 5 56 - B 18 4 
l do. do. Preferred A 6 64 —1 8 9 9 
do do. Deferred N 8 54 +2 9118 4 
da do. Deb s Ed 1 54 +1 716 0 

er Trams 5 percent. Bonds.. N 87 — Nil 

6 per cent. Bonds. Nil Nil 2° -1 Nil 

Mcxican Light Common .. Nil Nil ! - Bà Nil 

do. Pref. A „ Nil Nil 32 -— Nil 

do. lst Bonds. ee Ni Nil 60 -1 Nil 

MANUFACTURING COMPANIES, 
Baboock & Wiloox .. oe ° 16 16 9 + 6 4 
British Aluminium Ord. .. es 10 10 — 11 8 6 
British Insulated Ord.  .. oe 123 15 1 om 10 18 2 
Callenders e Pre ee ee ee 63 g^ u^ — 10 18 2 
eee ev ee — 7 8 7 
Oastner- Kellner „ 20 n PH — 7.2 9 
Crompton Ord. ee ee oe 10 10 16/6 — 12 2 6 
Edison- Swan ee 10 10 19/6 +4 — 
do. do. 6 per cent. Deb. oe 6 5 70xd — 7 2 10 
Electric Construction T „„ 10 10 7/8 +1/- 118 6 
Gen. Elec. Pref. .. .. cf 6 63 17/8xd — 710 9 
do. Ord, , ee eo ee 10 10 1d So of 8 8 5 
Henley . ee ee oe ee 28 15 1 æ à 10 0 0 
do. 4) Pret.. 00 ee ee 44 44 — 7 10 
India-Rubber . p» ie „% 10 10 im Eat 

Met.-Viokers Pref, eo ee ee = 8 113 — 9 9 4 
Siemens Ord... «„ „ „ 10 10 Li - *9 14 9 
= *$ 14 8 


Telegraph Oon, .. .. o 930 90 31 
fedis Q4: . * Dividends paid free of Income Tax, 


MARKET QUOTATIONS. 


IT should be remembered, in making use of the figures appearing 
in the following list, that in some cases the prices are only general, 


and they may vary according to quantities and other ocircumstanoces, 


Tuesday, January 11th. 


CHEMICALS, &o. taen 2 
a Acid, Oxalic ... em is ee. per lb. 5 5d. dec. 
a Ammoniac Sal per ton #2110 is 
a Ammonia, Muriate (large i T 499 ud 
á Bune of PUN " 
eee eee t á 88 £3 dee. 
Sulphate ecc [III eee 90 840 £? deo. 
8 Dekan, Ch de .. per lb. 8d. 4d. dec. 
a Perohlorate ^ 105 sss " 100 Id. doo. 
T t Magnesia 3 iu. vp oce 
a p 0 Der -— 
. Sulphur, Sublimed Flowers ; " 8*8 £1 dec. 
Lump Š: c eae " £18 Ad dec. 
: a Soda! Chlorate béa PTT eo per Id. 6d. eee” 
a hir BN vus » ton £8 £4 deo. - 
a a Sodium hromate, casks . per lb. 17 sis 
5 &c. 
p Babbitt’s Metal per ton | £96 to 4800 -— 
c Brass (rolled meta! 2” r^ 19 basis) per lb. 1/13 sas 
a » Tubes (solid drawn)...  .. T Uti i i5 id. dec 
c L] U eo e [1] T" 
c Copper Tubes (solid drawn)  .. " 1/5 $d. dec. 
c „ Bars (best =o we per ton A £2 dec 
c [T] Bheet eee eee ooo of #180 £3 dec 
c me T " 2180 £i dec 
d »  (Eleotrolytic) Bars one " 83 10 10/. dec 
d " 57 Bhee $e T] 2148 - 
d [T] [I] W Rods. 899 10 10J- dec 
d n js H.O. Wire.. per lb. 10 id. dec. 
£ te Rod oe ooo je 0/6 ooo 
f [1] Sheet os 8/- eee 
R German Silver Wire eee ooo » 29 Bd. dec 
: Gutta-peroha, fine . TT ope oe 14/- to 16/ : aan 
India-rubber, Para fine .. ” 14 5 IId. dec 
1 Iron . Warrants) per ton Nom. ME 
Lead English Ah Flag No. 8, P. O. . quai. » £54 85 
Here ME 'bot. ris Be) dee. 
: e RES. . wee as per £19 10 to 212 15 dec. 
E Hide aten ee n .. per b. | . to Vx 
ew " " eet "o 0. net 8 : quu 
@ 5 " " —— " ! 5, "m 
p Phosphor Bronse, plain castings „ | Mto yu - 
p [T] [T] rolled bars and rods " ! 2/5 to a8 ae 
i „ rolled strip & sheet | 2/5 to 2/9 18 
d Siliolum Bronse Wire per lb. 110 "EA 
r Steel et, in bars à i 1/8 E 
^ Tin, Block ( ) „ wee pet £202 £6 inc. ' 
Wire, Nos. 1 to is. . per Id. 4/8 6d. dec. 
p White Anti-friction Metals’ .. per ton | #7800 £900 | oo. 
- Quotations supplied by— : 
a G. Boor & Oo. P ETIN 
e Thos. Bolton & Sons, Ltd, Edward Till & 
d Frederiok qm s Co. & Lowe. 
e F. W i Richard johnson & Nephew, Lad 


f Indie- e Quite Percha and - z P. Ormiston 
Telegraph Works Oo., Lad — 
rW. N, Dennis & Co, 


America’s Industrial Situation.—The Federal Reserve 
Board's monthly statement reviewing business and financial oon- 
ditions says :—' Further progress in business readjustment has been 
the characteristic feature of commercial and industrial develop- 
ment during December. The readjustment has been accompanied 
by a further decline in prices, bringing the Board's index number 
to 198 per cent. of the 1913 level, the month's decline being 83 per 
cent. The increase of ‘unemployment resulting from reductions of 


. business activity varying from 40 to 75 per cent. of normal has 


affected labour unfavourably. Wage reductions running as high as 
20 to 25 per cent. have accompanied the shrinkage of demand, and 
there has been falling off in the export trade. Banking power has 
been well maintained, normal credit accommodation te been 
extended to legitimate business, and the reserve ratio has grown 
atronger.— Reuter's (New York). 


An Eiectrically-Driven Merchant Vessel.—The Eclipse, 
the first electrically-driven general cargo merchant vessel in the 
United States, was placed in service in October. It is a vessel of 
11,868 deadwe'ght tons, is 440 ft. long, and has a beam of 56 ft. 
The propulsion machinery consists of a marine turbine-generator 
set and a three-phase induction motor, which drives the single 
propeller shaft at a speed of 100 R.P.M. There are also two steam 


. engine - driven, 125-volt, D.C. exciters, and control equipment for 


manoeuvring the ship. The turbine is of the horizontal Curtis 
type, operating normally at 3,000 R. P. u., and was developed 
especially for marine purposes. The governing system is so 
arranged that the turbine is controlled by a variable-speed 
hydraulic governor at speeds from 20 to 110 per oent. of normal. 
The three-phase, 2,300-volt generator is especially designed for 
marine service. An induction motor rated at 3,000 H.P., and 
running at a normal speed of 100 R.P M., which gives a total reduc- 
tion from turbine speed of 30 to 1, is used to drive the propeller 
shaft. Ventilation is provided by a separate motor-driven blower. 
A water-cooled resister and a control panel make up the oe 
equipment..— Electrioe| Review (Chicago), 
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. BRAZIL: SOUTH. AMERICA’S 


Brazit. emerged from the war in a strong position, and it is 
probable that the development of her enormous natural re- 
sources will be one of the chief cbaracteristics of the coming 
years. Such is the pronouncement of H.M. Commercial Secre- 
tary at Rio de Janeiro in his report on the general economic 
and financial conditions of Brazil (Cind. 840, Price 6d.). 

It is true that since his words were written some amount 
of commercial depression has been caused by speculation, and 
a fall ip the price of the products on which the prosperity of 
the country is based. . But no doubt exists that the general 
economic condition of Brazil has improved fundamentally as a 
result of the war, that it is thoroughly sound, and that when 
the temporary depression has passed, Brazil will again offer a 
fruitful field for British enterprise, particularly in the direction 
of engineering. 

The excess of Brazil' exports over imports during three 
recent years was as follows :— 


1917  .. £18,500,000 | 
1918 48, 350,000 
1919 451, 900,000 


The weight of exports during this period varied, however, 
but little. a 

The figures of Brazil's foreign trade during the last six 
vears show the inevitable changes brought about by the 
war with regard to Brazil’s suppliers and buyers.* The follow- 
ing table expresses these changes in percentages :— 


Percentage of Brazilian exports purchased by:— - 
1913. 1917. 109189. 


2 Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. 
United Kingdom .. .-. 15 13 7 (estimated) 
Germany ~! NTAN E 14 — — e 
United States .. 33.5 43.5 42 
Franrnde we I 13 22 
Europe 1 | e. 58 38 48 

Percentage ot imports into Brazil supplied by :— 
1913. 1917. 1919. 

stt Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. 
United Kingdom ... ; "4.5 19 - 1d (estimated) 
Germany’... m „ 11 06 ĩ 
United States "ms 15.5 46 50 
France e. . 10 4 3.5 
Europe s m 72 33 (35 


These statisties of Brazil's foreign trade 
show how enormous has been the develop- 
ment of American trade owing to the con- 
ditions produced by the war. .The advantages which the 
special position of the United States in the great European 
struggle produced for her generally in the world’s trade have 
been patent in Brazil She not only took Germany's place 
as an exporter to Brazil, but also was able to supply many 
goods which Brazil formerly purchased from Allied countries, 
especially from, tbe United Kingdom. American traders would 
he the first to admit that the exporters in the United States 
did not understand this market at first. Their inexperience 
in market conditions led to misunderstandings on the part 
of the Brazilian importer. But the Americans have applied 
theinselves diligently. to this market. They have sent down 
hosts of commercial travellers, and they have learnt much, 
and of the trade which they inevitably gained much will be 
permanent., 


United States. 


The National City Bank of New York has 
Competition opened branches in. Rio de Janeiro and Sao 
tebe faced... Paulo, as well as elsewhere in Brazil. 
Other banks have also opened, which have 
met with difficulties, some in the matter of dealing with 
Brazilian exchange, and .the older banks have had little 
or nothing to fear from them in this respect, but they have 
certainly grasped the importance of the purely commercial 
side of banking in the country, and in this respect seem 
inclined to imitate the policy of German banks. At the present 
moment American export trade to the country (as to others) 
is sutfering from the high exchange rate of the dollar. But 
apart from this, it appears certain that British trade can, if 
the will exist, soon resume its normal leading position in the 
import trade of Brazil. 

The Japanese are devoting a good deal of attention to Brazil 
as a market for their goods, but it seems doubtful if Japanese 
trade will be at all. permanent with Brazil. 

British goods have always enjoyed such a splendid and 
well-deserved reputation in Brazil that they may almost be 
said to have sold themselves. But the specious advantages of 
cheapness and long credits offered by our German competitors 
had begun, at the outbreak of the war, to create a position 
for our own trade that: might eventually have become serious. 

There are many cases where the Brazilian importer, who 


* Tt should be noted that Brazil's export trade to the United 
States consists almost exclusively of cotfee and rubber, to which 
was added during the war, manganese. 


ees 


MOST POPULOUS MARKET. 


would have preferred to purchase a British article which he 
recognised as far superior and worth more money, was obliged 
to buy from Germany on account of the unmediate advantages 
which he could obtain by so doing. 

The Germans interested themselves, too, in every phase of 
national industrial expansion. Ihey thus found themselves 
allied with the powertul industrialist class. 

The market is no longer the easy market it used to be. 
Competition is increasing daily. The Germans started it, 
and it looks as if the Americans would carry it on. ‘here 
never was a time when so much care and real hard work 
were necessary. But the possibilities are enormous, and the 
establishment of more British firms in the country would 
enable Great Britain to get her due share not only of import 
trade, but of handling the increasingly varied export of 
Brazilian products. The internal development of Brazil daily 
presents some interesting features and prospects, and it is 
only by having suflicient people on the spot, ac quainted with 
local conditions, that Great Britain can participate profitably 
in such developinent. 


It is high time that Bond manufac- 
turers should convince themselves of the 
imperative necessity of having stocks of 
p machinery on the spot. In the past they 
appear to have refused almost entirely to admit this point 
of view. 

The average customer in Brazil will always buy on the 

spot, even if the machinery offered is not exactly what he 
requires, in preference to waiting for some months until 
his order can be executed. 
: It is therefore essential that standard types of machinery 
should be stocked. British houses have lost not incon- 
siderable business in the past through not having had goods 
in stock. Gas engines, for instance, are stocked by local Swiss 
houses for account of the Swiss manufacturers. 

These remarks apply to cities like Rio de Janeiro and Sao 
Paulo, and it can therefore be imagined that they apply even 
more to such towns as Curityba, Porto Alegre, &c., where the 
farmers go into the towns at fixed intervals, and want to be 
able to buy at once such stocks of machinery, agricultural 
miplements, &c., as they require, very often in exchange for 
their produce. 

German stocks of electrical and agricultural machinery in 
the country enabled them to do a big business for a very 
long time after the outbreak of war, in spite of the fact 
that they received no direct supplies from Germany. 

The articles which Brazil imports from the United Kingdom 
cover a very wide range. The importance of the British 
merchant and commission houses in Brazil in creating and 
developing that trade has been considerable, and although 
there seems to be a certain current of feeling which perhaps 
is not shared by manufacturers at home, that direct trade 
can and should be done without the aid of commission houses, 
it seems, nevertheless, that British trade with the country 
cannot be adequatelv dealt with and increased except with 
established firms on the spot. On the other hand, there is 
undoubtedly plenty of room for new British firms in Brazil, 
especially firms with technical men on their staff, i.e., en- 
gineers and chemists. To supply the evident need for technical 
men should undoubtedly be the concern of the manufacturer. 
while the local agent or firm should supply the indispensable 
local knowledge. 


Stocks 
of Goods. 


More frequent visits to Brazil should be 
paid by the heads of firms having dealings 
with the country. Conditions are changing 
rapidly. Conversely, frequent visits home 
should be made by those in charge of British interests in 
Brazil. Greater encouragement should be given to vounger 
men to devote themselves to the interests of the firms who 
employ them. A great outery was raised some time back 
that new American firms were taking young Britons—and 
very often such as held responsible positions—from British 
firms. There was nothing so strange about this. The 
Americans were prepared to pay better salaries, and offered 
brighter prospects. It is perhaps just as well to take 
this opportunity of insisting on the need for good catalogues, 
printed if possible in. Portuguese, while heads of firins should 
offer every inducement to their employés to learn the languaye 
of the country really well. 

The British. enjoy a far higher commercial reputation than 
anv other foreign people in the country, far sigher in fact 
than many British subjects here realise; and if use could be 
made of this well-deserved reputation, by adapting sound 
commercial traditions to the rapidly developing commercial 
needs and progress of the country, by “ speeding up” and 
by making use of modern methods of advertising, &c.. British 
trade to Brazil will soon occupy the first place which it en- 
joved for so many vears. 

The Brazilian commercial delegates who visited the United 
Kingdom urged that British banks should, if possible, relax 
same of their traditional rigidity in Brazil. The scope for 
purely commercial banking (as done by the Germans) is 
believed to be increasing daily, and this new aspect will have 
to be seriously considered. 


Methods 
of Trading. 


58 THE 


ELECTRICAL REVIEW. [Vol 88. No.92,251, JANUARY 14, 1921. 


For coal Brazil depends almost entirely 
on what she imports, and the normal 
annual importation is nearly 2,000,000 tons. 
Coal exists in the southern States, especi- 
aly Rio Grande do Sul, but has never been commercially 
exploited to any extent. 

lron ore 1s found abundantly, and with a high percentage 
of hematite. Various projects are on foot for the development 
of deposits, and there is every prospect of this becoming one 
of the most important industries in the country. The iron 
ore deposits in Minas Geraes aione are said to contain more 
than 3,000,000,000 tons of mineral, the percentage of metal 
being estimated to av erage 5U per cent. 

large quantities of manganese were exported during the 
war, and the value of 500,000 tons exported in 1917, most of 
which went to the U.S.A., was Just double that exported in 
1916. The idea of creating foundries in the country, instead 
of exporting manganese and iron ore, has taken hold of many 
leaders of opinion in Brazil. The principal difficulty is, of 
course, the fact that coal is not found in any quantity near 
the deposits of ore, nor are the supply and quantity yet 
assured. The use of coke is suggested, while the advocates 
of the views mentioned above also maintain that electric 
smelting is not only possible, but entirely practicable in 
Brazil. It is admitted that an enormous capital outlay would 
be essential to such a project in a country of such vast dis- 
tances as Brazil, but it is suggested that the subsequent 
possibilities are so vast that the problem deserves the most 
serious consideration. The Government appointed two 
Brazilian engineers to investigate the question of the extrac- 
tion of Iron ore and coal, and the Mineralogical Department 
of the Ministry of Agriculture is also studying the question 
of hydraulic power for electrical furnaces. 

Much attention has been directed recently to the commercial 
possibilities of petroleum deposits in Brazil—(the States of 
Bahia, Pernambuco, and specially Alagoas). A great future 
is claimed for such deposits, and numerous investigations are 
being made. It is claimed that Brazilian petroleum is purely 
of animal derivation and contains, therefore, more calories 
and a much less quantity of sulphur. The petroleum“ area 
has been estimated at 200,000 kilomctres, and the deposits are 
sald to be all close to the sea coast. 


Mineral 
Resources. 


THE HEATING OF BURIED CABLES. 


DISCUSSION AT LEEDS. 


THe first meeting of the 1920-21 session of the NonTH-MIDLAND 
CENTRE of the I. E. E. was held at Leeds on December 14th, 
when the British Electrical and Allied Industries Research 
Association's report on the above subject, which was abstracted 
in our issues of December 24th and 3lst, was enthusiastically 
received and discussed. Mr. C. J. Jewell, of Wakefield, chair- 
man of the Centre, presided, and there was a good attendance 
of members. 

Mr. E. B. WEDUORE, who represented the B. E. A. I. R. A., 
presented the report, and in a few words outlined the history 
of the research of the Association. ‘The present report was 
an intermediate one, he said, and they had a mass of details 
much of which was ot very great interest in itself, but which 
might be at present a little difficult to apply. They had not 
reached the stage where the tables could be put into shape for 
ready application to particular cases. 

Mr. S. W. Metsom summarised the work, the details of 
which were given in the report. The thermal resistivity 
. of some cables was 1,200 in the units given in the report, 
others would be as low as 460, the difference between those 
two values varying by something like 20 or 30 per cent. the 
actual carrying capacity of the cable. That was a new path 
which they came upon and which they had stepped aside to 
follow for a long way. Then the air in a duct, so far as 
could be seen at present, was inert even when the cable was 
worn and they had the ends of the duct open. He hoped 
they would hear something about that inatter, because he 
believed a lot of people thought that the heat did actually 
go through a cable duct if the ends were left open. The 
problem thus divided itself, first into a question of cables, 
and then that of the medium in which it was laid. As a 
result of the comparison between cables simply laid along the 
floor of a room in air, which was somewhat similar to the 
conditions when they had a cable cleated along the wall 
that was touching one of the sides as a conducting medium, 
they were able to get a certain factor which they had given 
as the ratio of the currents required to raise the core of a 
cable to a given temperature when 1t was laid in the air and 
when laid in the ground under various conditions used for lay- 
ing cables solid in bitumen. The factor ranged from 1.22 to 
1.25; for armoured cable direct in ground from 1.21 to 1.92, 
and for a cable pulled into a duct from 0.95 to 0.98. Thus 
there was a dilference in the current-carrying capacity of a 
cable laid in the duct as compared with one direct in the 
ground, or solid in bitumen, of something like 25 per cent. 
From these factors they drew curves in order to compare their 
values with other people's values. In figs. 3, 4, and 5 they 
had drawn their results as compared with the German values. 
In fig. 3 there was a real difference between curves B and 4, 


- 


which was the German value reduced to the same temperature 
of the same size of cable and values obtained in curve B; the 
same thing showed, though not to quite so large an extent, 
in curves 4 and à. Regurding the thermal resistivity of the 
ground, figures which were not included in the report were 
for bone dry soil, 340; for one containing 5 per cent. of 
moisture, 180; 10 per cent. of moisture, 120; 15 per cent. of 
moisture, 90. Thus the difference between 5 and 15 per cent. 
moisture was comparatively small; they might say that so 
long as they had something like 10 per cent. moisture in their 
soil all soils were practically alike. "The thermal resistivity 
was governed almost entirely, as far as they could see at 
present, by the amount of moisture present. Generally the 
lowest figure obtained was 8 per cent. of moisture in the soil. 
What they would regard as a dry soil had something like 
7 or 8 per cent. of moisture. The highest figures were obtained 
by Mr. Fawssett in Newcastle, where they had something 
like 20 per cent, of moisture in the ground. Fig. 6 gave the 
actual temperature of the ground at a depth of 9 ft. taken 
over a period of four years; for each year the highest points 
and the lowest points were really very near together, and 
the maximum temperature obtained, probably during August, 
was 18 deg. C. Dr. Marchant's thic k lined curve on the same 
figure was slightly lower on the peaks, and was not irregular 
because he took mean values. 

Mr. E. Fawsserr thought credit should be given to the 
North-East Coast companies for their public spirit in financing 
his part of the research. The percentage curves at the top 
of fig. 7 showed enormous divergence in their general charac- 
teristics. Those on or above the thick average lines he thought 
represented the probable true effect as nearly as he could get 
it from the determination of the conditions at present known. 
He thought that the great difference in those characteristics 
was due to some small change in the relative moisture con- 
tents. It was conceivable that after heavy rainfall the mois- 
ture from 1 to 4 ft. would vary; actually it did not vary 
very seriously. Analyses had been made of the extra contents 
of the soil at certain intervals, but 2 or 3 per cent. would 
have a big effect when they were looking for small figures. 
It might be of interest to combine the effects of varying cable 
depths with the seasonal temperature changes in the soil. 
The latter changed over twice a year; for instance, in February 
the soil temperature at 1 ft., taking an average of certain 
years in Liverpool, was, say, 3 deg. C. At 2 ft. it was 5 or 
4.6 deg., that was to say, it got warmer continuously as the 
depth increased, whereas in August it was the reverse, 17 deg. 
C. at 1 ft., and 15 deg. C. at 4 ft. Those two conditions of 
different depths might occur in an average run of cable be- 
tween one and 4 ft., and taking one particular cable laid 
direct in the ground they might get 293 A at 1 ft., and a 
minimum in August at 4 ft. of 215 A, i. e., a difference of 15 
per cent. in current-carrying capacity in those two little con- 
ditions alone. On the top of that they had to consider the 
large effect of varying moisture contents, and also the class 
of soil. That was an illustration of the complexity of the 
problem of issuing tables for current-carrying capacity without 
a generous factor of safety. In summer conditions the top 
laver of earth over a cable was the hottest. What happened 
to the heat of the cable which could not come up to the top? 
Those of them with mining experience knew that below a 
certain layer it became hotter. There was a minimum tem- 
perature somewhere in sununer which was probably at a 
point not more than 10 ft. deep. 'The cable might be laid 
somewhere in the minimum layer. What happened to the 
heat that was thrown off in that minimum temperature? As 
far as he could say, it went sideways. The problem con- 
sidered from a mathematical point of view was quite other 
than where the heat came straight up to the surface. They 
got a condition which would never reach finality of tempera- 
ture. 

Mr. GinLing (Bradford) observed that before any practical 
results could be shown the physical and economical charac- 
teristics of cables in use for iong periods of time and under 
working conditions must be known, and should, therefore, be 
the first problem to be solved. That work appeared to have 
been left to the last. The suggestion that the effect on the 
cable of the nature of the ground should be recognised when 
laying the cable was very valuable, as it was now evident 
that in heavily-loaded cables the weakest point was that which 
they had been accustomed to regard as probably the strongest. 
The difference in carrying capacity of cables in a duct and 
underground was also definitely shown. Another item of 
great interest was the fact that a cable laid 4 ft. deep must 
be rated lower than if laid 1 ft. deep. 

Mr. Coorer thought that the jointing of a long length of 
cable became rather important as well as the current-carrying 
factor, and that high pressures would cause a greater rise of 
temperature than the low ones, not just because of the dielec- 
trie, but owing to the pressures. In the tests none .of the 
figures had been taken with the working pressure. 

Mr. W. M. SELvEx explained that the particular feature of 
a control experiment was one in which one could choose one's 
condition, and it must be of such a nature that one could 
repeat it indefinitely and get reasonably the same result. 
Mr. Melsom had adopted a control experiment to start with, 
namely, to lay a cable on the íloor, and he controlled some 
of his variants but not others, such as colour condition of 
surface. He also omitted any reference, which was of con- 
siderable importance, to the temperature of the envelope and 
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the space which considerably affected the radiation. Every 
question of low temperature was one of radiation and ex- 
change between the envelope and the container. Mr. Melsom 
did not define in what way this cable rested on the floor or 
how elose it was to others, although he (Mr. Selvey) gathered 
that he could not use the lead sheaths because the cables 
were in contact. They could have used a thin sheet of mica 
which would have kept the cables electrically distinct without 
interfering with the heat problem. Further, Mr. Melsom did 
not indicate the kind of floor used, so he, the speaker, sug- 
gested that his control experiment was not really an efficient 
one to start with. The control experiment must be beyond 
doubt; the only satisfactory control experiment was to suspend 
cables in air by thin threads which were non-conductors. 
Ihe final report must be edited by one man; for instance, 
Mr. Melsom had too many variants. Mr. lawssett had got 
the genuine goods, but instead of taking as a basis Mr. 
Melsom's 2-ft. cable, he took a 1-ft. cable. An enormous 
amount of work had been done by agricultural experts on the 
capacity for the absorption of air by soils of ditferent com- 
position; they had much data on that question. What they 
wanted to investigate was really the condition of a soil which 
refused to part with more than a certain percentage of its 
moisture at a certain temperature. Obviously if they laid 
their cable in. perfectly dry sand, which might be a control 
expernnent of the maximum limit of heating, the capacity of 
the cable would be practically nothing. It was possible to 
select what they chose to immediately surround their cable 
with. "They could to some extent select as well as treat the 
soil in such a way as to do two things, first, to minimise the 
amount of moisture that could be driven off by a certain 
teinperature, and, secondly, to increase the envelope of the 
cable, to increase the periphery, and thereby diminish the 
temperature which came into contact with the soil. 

Mr. FRENCH pointed out that there seemed to be a discre- 
pancy as far as he could read the tables or the curves between 
the figures of the N.P.L. and those given by Prof. Marchant; 
in one case they had a fall, and in the other a rise of tem- 
perature. He agreed with Mr. Selvey that it would be bene- 
ficial if one man edited the report; at present the reading 


of the report was extremely difficult. He missed any definite 
practical statement of what could be expected from a cable 
under certain conditions of loading per unit surface radiation ; 
the tests, so far as he could see, gave no conclusion whatso- 
ever as regarded the thermal time constant of a cable. He 
would have thought that it would have been a very simple 
matter to do so. 

In replying to the discussion, Mr. S. W. MELsoM agreed 
fully with Mr. Gilling and other speakers on the question of 
deterioration. With regard to the question of adjacent cables, 
they would very shortly be in a position to give further in- 
formation. It would never be possible to give a certain figure 
for the current to which a cable should be loaded. The man 
who had to consider the figure which he would use had to 
remember that there would be certain factors which could 
not be defined in two or three figures, but the figures would 
have to be given for a condition with a statement of what 
variable factors would affect them. "Ihe cable engineer would 
have to use his own bruins and see how far those conditions 
were affecting his own practice. Other countries had issued 
a load curve for cables; those curves were wrong, because 
sufficient attention had not been given to the variable factors. 
Dealing with Mr. Selvey's remarks, he pointed out that the 
floor on which the cables were laid was a wooden floor, and 
in general they were laid as they would be laid on the ground. 
The heating from the adjacent cables did not affect the result. 
The best measure of the suitability of a particular experiment 
as a control experiment was whether it could be reproduced. 
On those cables tney were able to reproduce the results when 
laid along the floor with a remarkable degree of accuracy. The 
experiments required à high degree of skill; with the best 
will in the world, but without the proper laboratory crait, no 
one would be able to reproduce them. Mr. Selvey had ques- 
tioned the validity of the fair statement of Russell's formula 
for calculating the thermal resistivity of multi-core cables. 
Russell’s formula was based largely on a formula evolved 
by a German named Moewe; they had had that formula 
examined by an eminent mathematician, and he pronounced 
it to be valid. They had made arrangements to check it 
experimentally. 


ELECTRICITY DISTRICT SCHEMES. 


By HENRY M. SAYERS, M. I. E. E. 


ScHEMES for the improvement of the existing organisations for 
the supply of electricity in. some of the districts provisionally 
deterinined by the Electricity Commissioners have been pre- 
pared.* The ELtrcTRiCcAL Review has published an abstract 
of tnat for the Lower Severn District, which has been 
prepared by a committee representative of the municipal 
autnorities in the district, and in this issue appears an abstract 
of a scheme for the North Wales and Chester Electricity 
District. prepared by the Corporation of Chester. This had 
not, at the date upon which it had to be submitted to the Com- 
ulissioners been considered by the other local authorities and 
undertakers concerned. 'lhe Lower Severn scheme, which one 
may fairly call the Bristol scheme, has, however, been dis- 
cussed at meetings and by correspondence between some of 
the parties, and is to that indefinite extent an agreed scheme. 
ihe Chester scheme is not a formally agreed one, though it 
shows signs of consultation with other bodies in the course 
of preparation. 

It may be noticed that other schemes than those published 
may have been prepared and submitted to the Commissioners, 
since it 18 open to quite a large variety of associations and 
bodies within the districts to prepare and submit a scheme. 
The words of the 1919 Act (Section 5 (2)) are so elastic that it 
is dithcult to say that anyone is specifically excluded from 
the privilege, and until the opening of the inquiry in each 
case, when presumably an announcement will be made, only 
the Commissioners can know with certainty what schemes 
have been submitted, and who is responsible for each. Hence 
it must not be assumed that no other schemes will be put 
forward for inquiry than those published; or that the Com- 
inissioners will approve of either of these. The Commissioners 
are at liberty to disapprove of any scheme or schemes, and 
may (but not must) themselves formulate such a scheme. 
Hence the two schemes herein considered cannot be taken as 
examples of the schemes likely to be approved; they may be 
er may not be, that remains to be seen. At present they are 
examples of what the bodies which have prepared them 
consider desirable, and consistent with the very wide pro- 
visions of the Electricity (Supply) Act, 1919. Only after one 
or two of the earlier inquiries have been held and approved 
«hemes promulgated will it be possible to judge what kind 
of organisation will be favoured by the Commissioners, who 
may not improbably use their discretion with more regard to 
the conditions in each district than rigid adherence to a par- 


* Dec. 94th, p. 994 and Jan. 7th, p. 11. 


EUN model scheme. This latitude is a good point in the 
Act. 

The Commissioners issued a memorandu setting out that 
schemes submitted should contain proposals for the technical, 
administrative, and financial organisauon to be adopted, and 
with regard to the technical scheme some estimate should 
be made of the future demands for electrical energy which 
the scheme will have to meet. Seeing that the primary object 
of any scheme is to provide“ a cheap and abundant supply of 
electricity " throughout the district, which shall be an im- 
provement on the existing supply, it appears that the technical 
leatures ol the scheme must be the core and substance of 
the whole thing. The administrative and financial organisa- 
tions can only be judged of by their apparent capacity and 
suitability for the execution of the technical scheme. To 
design an administration with certain financial powers without 
giving an outline of the work it is to accomplish seems rather 
lacking in meaning. It is difficult to imagine that the Coni- 
missioners Will make orders giving effect to such incomplete 
schemes. They will, one supposes, even if they find it proper 
to adopt the other parts, lock on to them a technical scheme, 
that is, they will not set up a machine without saying what 
work it has to do, and seeing that it is reasonably fit to do it. 

It is, therefore, surprising to find that the Lower Severn 
scheme (called ‘* Bristol for short hereafter) has no technical 
side at all. Whether any work has been done on that side, 
statements and estimates prepared of the present condition 
of electrical supply, of future requirements (and the means 
of meeting them), plans for extension and cheapening of 
supply, does not appear from the documents published. From 
what has transpired of the discussions between the bodies 
interested 1& seems that those who prepared the scheme con- 
sider it premature to go into these questions. Unless they 
are seriously misrepresented, they think that the machine 
should be set up first, and that after that has been accom- 
plished it may be decided what it shall set itself to do. This 
seems to be a somewhat topsy-turvy way of going to work. 

The Chester scheme is based on what seems to be 
the right principle. It includes statistics of the existing 
supply undertakings, their plant capacities, maximum loads, 
and annual sales, a statement of the potentialities of the 
district, with a list of the principal industrial centres, and 
estimates of the demands at three future periods of develop- 
ment in each area, which forecast triples the present demand 
and consumption of electrical energy; and proposals for the 
erection and equipment of three large generating stations, two 
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of which will utilise proved water powers. The main trans- 
mission lines and the location of sub-stations are listed, and 
estimates of capital expenditure, income, and working ex- 
penditure, set out for the three future periods of development. 
The costs of the existing stations are tabulated, and sugges- 
tions made about which of these should be developed, and 


which should be disused as the bulk supply system becomes. 


available. This is surely the way the work should be done. 
Although the scheme is that of the Chester Corporation, it is 
clear that in the prepuration of the technical part there has 
been hearty co-operation of the other undertakers and local 
authorities, and every consideration given to the requirements 
and interests of all parts of the district. The work to be 
done by the Joint Electricity Authority is set out. The 
constitution and financial powers of that authority can, tnere- 
fore, be judged with reference to the programme proposed. 

To criticise this programme usefully would require about 
as much time and knowledge of the local conditions as has 
gone to the making of it. No doubt those interested will have 
something to say at the inquiry, but they will go to the inquiry 
with previous knowledge of what has to be discussed and, 
therefore, prepared to amend it if it seems faulty. The esti- 
mates of cost per unit sold, it is interesting to notice, show 
a very material saving on the present costs from the existing 
stations. This is a very satisfactory feature, showing that in 
the opinion of those who prepared the scheme, the objects 
of the 1919 Act can be realised. 

As the Bristol scheme contains no technical section, no 
comparison of the two is possible. This is to be regretted, 
because the Lower Severn District, from its diversity of in- 
dustrial and social conditions, is one for which à reasoned 
forecast of electrical development should be particularly inter- 
esting, all the more so because it includes the Hereford area 
of supply, in which so much has been done to encourage 
agricultural and rural demands. 

As regards the constitution of the Joint Authority both the 
Bristol and the Chester schemes follow the wording of Section 
6 of the Act in general concerning the interests to be repre- 
sented, but they both overlook a point in that wording which 
is of importance. The Act says that a scheme may provide for 
the establishment '' of a Joint Electricity Authority represen- 
tative of authorised undertakers within the electricity district, 
either with or without the addition of representatives of the 
Council of any county situate wholly or partly within the 
electricity district, local authorities, large consumers of elec- 
tricity, and other interests within the electricity district." 
The essential element to be represented is the authorised under- 
takers. A Joint Authority may be set up either with or with- 
out representatives of other interests. It is arguable, therefore, 
that all the authorised undertakers are entitled to representa- 
tion, to the extent at least of having voting power in the 
election of members of the authority. The Bristol scheme 
proposes that the authority shall consist of representatives of 
"any or all" of the authorised undertakers, which clearly 
admits of some undertakers having no representation. The 
Chester scheme defines authorised undertakers in such a way 
as to exclude any undertakers who have not at the time of the 
scheme coming into operation expended at least £30,000 on 
their undertaking. It may be expected that the Commissioners 
will read the Act as obliging them to give every authorised 
undertaker some representation on the authority, though not 
necessarily a representative. 

The Chester scheme sets out a very elaborate '' constitution ”’ 
for the Joint Authority. The members are to be elected by 
classes of constituent authorities, each of which constituents 
may vote only for representatives for its own class. The voting 
power is defined in units, of £1,000 rateable value, £1,000 
capital expenditure, and the consumption of 25,000 electrical 
units per annum, for the cases of local authorities, authorised 
undertakers, and large consumers respectively, but any con- 
stituent authority having a rateable value of £200,000, any 
authorised undertaker having a capital expenditure of £200,000, 
and any large consumer with a consumption of five million 
units will be entitled to appoint one representative on the 
authority for each such block of rateable value, capital 
expended, or consumption. 

' There is an optional element, or rather a double option in 
this constitution which, if approved, will give the scheme a 
voluntary character. In the first place, any body qualified 
for representation may become a constituent member of the 
Joint Authority by giving four weeks’ notice before the date 
of the first election. In the case of a local authority which 
is not an authorised undertaker this notice is to state that it 
accepts ‘ financial responsibility in proportion to its rate- 
able value. In the second place, after the scheme is sanctioned 
each constituent authority is to enter into an agreement under 
seal with the Joint Authority binding itself to the provisions 
of the scheme. 

It may be doubted whether these voluntary features will 
survive the scrutiny of the Commissioners; local authorities 
cannot at present bind themselves to ''financial responsi- 
bilitv." The original 1919 Bill, and the two 1920 Bills, proposed 
to give them certain powers to lend money and give guarantees 
to Joint Authorities, but those provisions are not yet law, 
now did they sanction so general an assumption of responsi- 
bility. Under the Act a scheme has to be approved by the 
Commissioners, the Minister, and both Houses of Parliament, 
and when made effective by such triple approval, it will be 
law. It is unlikely that it will be permitted to any authorised 


undertaker or important local authority to remain outside, or 
to come within, the jurisdiction of the Joint Authority, of its 
own choice. It would be particularly awkward that any 
authorised undertakers should be within the area of the Joint 
Authority, and yet without its legal jurisdiction. Possibly 
some option may be given to the amaller local authorities, 
large consumers, and other interests, but it will probably take 
the form of a right to representation on the Joint Authori 
if they choose to fulfil certain conditions. But as regar 
authorised undertakers it seems in accordance with the objecte 
of the Act to make the scheme compulsory, which. implies the 
right to representation on the Joint Authority. 

Perhaps these voluntary provisions, in the Chester scheme 
are consequences of its preparation by one authority only, 
which did not like to suggest compulsion of its neighbours. 
The Bristol scheme also contains provisions for allocating 
voting power in proportion to units sold in the area of each 
constituent, whether authorised undertaker or local authority 
(so that it seems that in the case of a company, both the 
company and the local authority of the urea will get voting 
power from the same units sold), excepting that the 
County Councils jointly will have a right to appoint three 
members, these County Council members will have no voting 
power unless and until the Council or Councils appointing 
them assume ‘* commensurate financial responsibility.” The 
Bristol scheme does not propose to confer voting power on 
local authorities on a rateable value basis, in which point it 
seems more logical than the Chester scheme. The unit voting 
power is to be 50,000 units sold; this holds up to 500,000 units, 
which gives ten votes, and, thereafter, there is a sliding scale 
terminating with one vote per 100,000 units for sales above 
2,500,000 units annually. Constituents of the same class may 
pool their votes, and no single body or pool may be entitled 
to exercise voting power in excess of 45 per cent. of the votes 
held by all other bodies. Quite a nice examination question 
in simple equations to say what maximum percentage of the 
whole voting power may be exercised by one body. Curiously, 
the Chester scheme also uses the figure of 45 per cent. as the 
limit of the proportion of the total number of representatives 
on the Joint Authority which may be appointed by one con- 
stituent. But the result is quite different in the two cases. 
The Bristol scheme proposes to limit the membership of the 
Joint Authority to 30. The Chester scheme mentions no 
number. This will certainly have to be inserted in any ap- 
proved scheme. The Bristol scheme does not define how 
large consumers’ representation is to be allotted, an omis- 
sion which will require to be made good. 

Turning to the duties of the authority, both schemes agree 
in adopting generally the wording of the 1919 Act, in which 
they can hardly be criticised, since Parliament has settled 
them. The Bristol scheme, containing no technical pro- 
gramme, quite consistently embodies no special powers for 
carrying out such work, the Chester scheme with equal logic 
embodies powers to construct generating stations, transmission 
lines, and distributing systems. But 1t may be said that as 
the statutory duties of Joint Authorities imply the possession 
and exercise of these powers, the Commissipners will doubtless 
see that approved schemes impose the duties and confer the 
necessary powers. The duties of bulk supply to authorised 
undertakers and others and the powers of control over autho- 
rised undertakers in respect of generation will need to be set 
out in more detail, so that every authorised undertaker and 
the Joint. Authority wil be made aware of their respective 
rights and duties. However, the Act gives the Commissioners 
powers, not only in making the scheme orders, but afterwards 
to supervise the proceedings of the bodies concerned, and will 
no doubt insert sufliciently definite clauses in approved 
schemes. | 

As regards prices for bulk supply, the Chester scheme pro- 
poses that the Joint Authority may charge higher rates in 
districts where the undertaker or the local authority did not 
become a constituent authority, a curious kind of moral 
suasion. But it may be doubted whether such holding back 
will be permitted as above stated. 

With respect to financial powers, both schemes proposé that 
the Joint Authority may have power to raise money by the 
issue of stock, bills, bonds, or temporary loans, in language 
familiar in local authority Acts. It may be noted that the 1919 
Aet does not specifically say that Joint Authorities may be 
endowed with such financial powers. They may be held to 
be included in the very wide terms “and the scheme may 
contain any consequential, incidental, and supplemental pro- 
visions which appear to be expedient or proper for the purpose 
of the scheme, but it is not usual for financial powers to 
be granted to a statutory corporation in such terms, and it is 
a question whether the Commissioners will be advised that 
such powers can be given under the 1919 Act. In this con- 
nection it is significant that both the amending Bills intro- 
duced (and withdrawn) during the session of 1920 contained 
clauses permitting the Commissioners to confer specific borrow- 
ing and consequential powers on Joint Authorities; and it is 
anticipated that the Government will endeavour to pass the 
No. 9 Bill of 1920 at an early period of next session. 

Whilst this question of financial powers is in a doubtful 
phase, it is perhaps futile to comment on the two schemes 
under discussion. "They will, in any approved form neces- 
sarily conform to whatever statutory provisions may be in 
force. 

Both schemes propose to empower the Joint Authority to 


. Vok 88. No, 2,251, Janvany 14, 1921.) THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 61 


SS — lilii — TEE ST EE EL EEE ETAT (04.004 


levy à deficiency rate upon the constituent authorities, which 
may be met—in the case of local authorities—out of rate 
provided funds. It is perhaps hardly necessary to say that 
to curry out this proposal the local authorities will require 
statutory authority, and that legislation to this end- will not 
be popular. The Commissioners cannot impose this obligation 
on local authorities as the law stands at present. But as a con- 
dition in any agreement or contract for bulk supply it seems 
perinissible to include liability to a contribution to make up a 
deficiency in the revenue accounts of the Joint Authority, based 
on the proportion of the whole supply taken by each con- 
sumer. "his would not come directly from the rates, in the 
case of a local authority undertaker, though it tnight eventu- 
ally be borne by them. Under present conditions it may be 
surmised that any direct or indirect call upon the rates by 
Joint Electricity Authorities will be given, if at all, with 
great reluctance, and under severe limitations and regulations. 

This criticism of the two schemes is necessarily incomplete. 
The task of drafting the pioneer schemes, with the very scanty 
detail afforded by the 1919 Act, and the memorandum of the 
Commissioners which leaves a great deal of freedom to the 
draftsman is a somewhat delicate one. It is a duty imposed 
upon no one in particular, so that considerable credit is due 
to those who took up the task. They have at least given 
some assistance to the Commissioners by showing what some 
of the interested parties consider schemes should cover. It 
would have been better if schemes had been prepared with 
the general agreement of all the authorised undertakers in a 
district, but this is a good deal to expect. 

Of the two schemes considered, one inclines to think that of 
Chester the better. It embodies a practical programme, it 
offers to authorised undertakers and consumers definite bene- 
tits and inducements to support it. The Bristol scheme is 
unfortunate in the omission of such features. No one can 
read it through and say that it promises any assistance to any 
class. No doubt those who prepared it thought it better to 
leave future plans to the deliberations of the authority after 
it has been set up. It is doubtful whether the Commissioners 
will agree, or will think that the Lower Severn Scheme gives 
them all the assistance they had a right to expect. 

But seeing that the whole work, in all cases, has been 
voluntary, and of considerable magnitude, the Commissioners 
and the supply industry generally will recognise their obliga- 
tions to those who have blazed the trail. No doubt in a few 
months there will be a set of standardised clauses which will 
become common form. Then the essential technical pro- 
gramme which must vary with every district, will get its due 
attention as the important feature of any scheme 
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A JOINT ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY. 


THE CHESTER AND NORTH WALES SCHEME. 


We abstract below the scheme which has been submitted by 
the Chester Corporation for the formation of a Joint Electri- 
city Authority for the provisionally delimited North Wales and 
Chester Electricity District.“ A criticism of the scheme ap- 
pears above, and following our usual practice we only 
deal hereunder with those points whereon the scheme differs 
from those of which outlines have already been published. f 
We shall, therefore, confine our remarks to the technical por- 
tions of the scheme, in which it is pointed out that the dis- 
trict embraces an area made up of: extreme geographical con- 
ditions, parts of which are comparatively densely populated, 
and parts sparsely inhabited. There are large, tracks of rich 
agricultural land. considerable undeveloped mmerals, extensive 
coaltields and other natural materials required for daily use 
and a large expanse of mountainous country. with a consider- 
able amount of water power; in fact, the district contains the 
natural resources and facilities for the development of valuable 
industries of great national importance and value. 

The system of supply proposed will be of 3 phase, 50 periods 
66.000 V, and 33,000 Wby main overhead transmission lines o 
0.1 sq. in. and 0.2 sq. in. section, and local secondary trans- 
mission at 3 phase, 50 periods, 6.600 V. It is proposed that a 
steam generating station shall be erected on the estuary of 
the river Dee, where there are facilities for a.station. capable 
of developing 150,000 kWh, and that the water power resources 
in the district, estimated as capable of providing 200,000,000 
units per annum, shall be utilised as required. l - 

At present there are in operation in the district, giving a 
public supply, 20 generating stations, of which it is suggested 
to discard, when a bulk supply is available on satisfactory 
terius, 18 stations, including the existing steam station at 
Chester. nine of which are owned by local authorities and nine 
bv companies. The following hydro-electric stations. will be 
retained. of which those having suitable facilities for exten- 
sion will be enlarged when the demand for electricity makes 
such a course necessary : North Wales Power Co.’s Cwm Dyh 
and Dolgarrog. Yale. and Chester stations. 


* Exec. Rev., July Brd, 1920, p. 107. 


t Evec. Rev., December 24th, 1920. p. 809, and January 7th, 
1921, pp. 4 and 10. j : 
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As the demand for electricity arises. new hydro-electric 
stations can be constructed at Dolgarrog, Maen-twrog, on the 
river Dee, between Llangollen and Erbistock, various small 
hydro-electric stations for isolated areas, and a steam station 
on the estuary of the Dee. It is not proposed to ask the 
Ministry of Transport to construct any of the foregoing works. 

Having regard to the exceptional circumstances existing in 
this district tor the generation of cheap electrical energy, it is 
suggested that the Ministry of Transport's attention should be 
especially drawn to the particular advantage in this district 
regarding main line electrification of railways. 

Although it is stated that the estuary of the Dee offers 
facilities for a steam generating station of a capacity of 150,000 
kW, and for hydro-electric installations to give 200,000,000 
units per annum, it is not intended to convey that these 
developments would exhaust the resources of the district for 
the generation of electricity by natural sources of power; the 
instances referred to merely embrace propositions which have 
been carefully investigated. There is little doubt that there 
are other resources from which a considerable additional quan. 
tity of electricity could be economically produced. The 
southern part of the North Wales and Chester district will in 
all probability be electrically isolated for a considerable time 
from the northern and western parts, but as 1t contains many 
small water power resources there is every prospect on a 
detailed examination of the conditions of showing that practi- 
cally all the townships in the southern section can be supplied 
from hydro-electric developments. The existing plant in the 
district had a total capacity in 1920 of 19,513. kW, the maxi- 
mum demand being 13,425 kW and the output 42,227,713 units. 

The area includes extensive coal mines, granite, limestone 
and slate quarries of importance, and the richest lead ore dis- 
trict in the country. At the present time several new indus- 
tries are being set up, und had a supply of electrical energy 
been available, there is no doubt that extensive developments 
would now have been in hand. It is not anticipated that 
extensive electric traction. will develop, other than the electri- 
fication of railways, but when electricity supply is available, 
electric power will rapidly supersede the oil and other engines 
now in use for agricultural purposes. Given a cheap and 
efficient system of supply great calls will be made for electricity 
for domestic purposes, especially in the seaside and other 
holiday resorts. 

The demand for electricity for the foregoing requirements is 
estimated as follows :—Immediate requirements and first period 
of developinent, 36,900 kW demand and 76,250,000 units per 
annuin; second period, 51,200 kW and 109,000,000 units; and 
third period, 64,900 kW and 135,650,000 units. 

The steam station which it is proposed to erect on the estuary 
of the Dee will in the first instance contain the necessary 
apparatus for two 5,000-kW turbo generators, comprising 
water-tube boilers for a working pressure of 250 lb. per sq. in., 
mechanical stokers, steam superheaters capable of giving 
150 deg. F. superheat, feed water economisers, steel chimneys 
and induced draught, overhead coal bunkers, coal and ash 
handling plant, surface condensing plant arranged to tako 
water from the river Dee, and three-phase, 50-periods, 6,600- V 
alternators direct coupled to the turbines. A suitable switch- 
board to control the generators, and local secondary trans- 
mission for the supply of the district within eight miles radius 
of the generating station, and e.h.p. switch gear and trans- 
formers to step-up from 6,000 to 33,000 V, for the control of 
the main transmission lines. Each unit is to be self-contained, 
with its condensing plant, battery of boilers, &c. Such an 
installation operating at 35 per cent. load factor would produce 
15,000,000 units per annum. 

A complete report on the development of low-fall water 
power on the river Dee was prepared for the Board of Agri- 
culture and Fisheries, and dated April 16th, 1919. (Erec. REV., 
May 30th, 1919, p. 647.) For the purpose of this scheme it is 
proposed to utilise the section of the river Dee between Llan- 
gollen and Erbistock, where there are facilities for the erection 
of 12 low-fall water-power stations, and the formation of dams 
and waterways to produce heads of water varying from 9 to 
Each installation. would consist of two water turbines 
coupled to two d.c. generators in series, the installations being 
arranged on the Thury system, and the electricity generated 
at the installations transmitted to a central conyerting station 
where it would be converted to a.c., 3 phase, 50 periods, 440 V, 
and by step-up transformers to 33,000 V for math transmission. 
The 12 stations would provide 50,052,000 units per annum. 


A description of five other proposed hydro-electric installa- 
tions wilbprobably be submitted by the North Wales Power Co, 
In the Vale of Clwyd there are water power resources and 
in a single instance the erection of a dam 50 ft. high, and 
the use of plant capable of developing 1,000 KW would generate 
approximately 3,000,000 units per annum, which would be suffi- 
cient for the requirements of the valley from Denbigh to Rhy! 
for some time. ‘The existing overhead main transmission lines 
owned by the North Wales Power Co. total 70 miles in length, 
but the immediate requirements of the first period of develop- 
ment are 230 miles of line: second period, 73 miles: and third 
period, 50 miles, with 15 sub-stations on the transmission lines. 

In conclusion, financial statistics, together with figures of the 
fuel cost and consumption of the existing undertakings in the 
district, are set out. The draft scheme is signed by Mr. S. E. 
Britton, city electrical engineer, and the town clerk, Chester. 
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NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS AND PLANT, 


Readers are invited to submit particulars of new or impreved devices and apparatus, which will be published 
| if considered of sufficient. interest, 


The Subter ” Bell and Relay. 


The Home Office requirements with regard to bells and 
bell circuits for use in mines are: (a) That the e.m.f. of the 
battery used in bare wire signalling must not exceed 25 volts; 
(b) That any bell or relay used for bare wire signalling must 
be capable of standing 25 volts without giving rise to a 
dangerous flash on the bare wires at the point of break; and 
(c) That even though the normal working pressure of the 
bell or relay may be low (say, 10 volts), it must still comply 
with condition (b). To fulfil these requirements MtrssRs. 
STERLING TELEPHONE & ELECTRIC Co., I;rp., Telephone House, 
210-212, Tottenham Court Road, W.1, have produced. their 

. " Subter " bell and relay (figs. 1 and 2). The bell is fitted 
with parallei-wound coils, in a gas- and water-tight case with 
a broad machined joint. All live parts are carefully insulated 
from the case, and the cover is fitted by means of key-headed 


Fic. 1.—TuHe '' Suster " SArety BELL. 


without using the same set twice. 


R HALF-WATT ” SAFETY CAGE. 


Fic. 2.—THe ‘‘ SuBTER ”’ 
„ SAFETY RELAY. 


lugs on the clamp are fitted between the wood block and 
base. The clamp is then closed and the ceiling rose screwed 
up. Fig. 3 shows the fitting applied to a lamp only, and 
fig. 4 illustrates the heat deflector reversed to fit a 24-in. share. 


A Keyless Electro-mechanical Latch. 


Messrs. CHRISTIE & METCALFE, of 4, Verdun Terrace, Bally- 
gomartin Road, Belfast, have devised an electro-mechanical 
latch and combination switch, which is illustrated in figs. 
5 and 6. "The latch is electrically operated by means of a 
specially designed combination switch, so that no keys are 
required. Connections, or combinations of connections, are 
made on the switch, and only those who know the '' set," 
can operate the latch. Any desired combination can be 
set in a few seconds, and can be changed at pleasure 
A bürglar alarm attach- 


Fics. 3 AND 4— 


£C? TRADE Manx ) 


SAFETY RELAY 


PERMITTEO BY HOME OFFICE 
FOR USE IN MINES 


STECO.LONDON 


Fic. 7.— THE ELECTROLUX ” 
SUCTION CLEANER. 


A, aluminium case and front plate; B, mechanical knob; c,brass tip; D, terminals; E, bolt holes. 1 to 9, press-buttons. 
Fics. 5 AND 6.—AN ELECTRICAL COMBINATION LATCH. 


screws, which cannot be entirely removed, and which can 
be sealed by a wire. The '' Subter " relay has a case similar 
to that of the bell, and the screws may be sealed in the same 
manner. ‘Three standardised resistances (20, 100, and 500 
ohms) are supplied, but special winding is provided for large 
orders if necessary. 


A Half-watt " Safety Cage. 


To meet the growing demand, which has sprung up since 
the introduction of the “ half-watt type of lamp, for a 
means of supporting the fittings and reflectors which have 
become a part of the methods of illumination bv these lamps, 
Mr. W. Broappent, 11, Wellington Street, Moss Side, Man- 
chester, has introduced a safety cage for attachment to existing 
ceiling roses. As will be seen from the illustrations (figs. 3 
and 4), the device consists of a ceiling rose clamp, three 
chains, and a heat deflector fitting over the lamp-holder. In 
fixing, the screws of the ceiling rose are loosened and three 


ment can also be incorporated with this switch so that anyone 
who does not know the latch combination, on tampering with 
the switch, immediately gives the alarm. A series of these 
latches can be operated by one controlling or master switch, 
installed in any desired position. Both devices are neat in 
appearance, and have been thoroughly tested; they are made 
in various sizes, and to suit voltages from 100 to 500. For 
individual use, these appliances are suitable for hotels, private 
offices, strong rooms, store rooms, jewellery show cases, &c. 
Where a number of doors are required to be opened instan- 
taneously, the latches are specially applicable. The inventors, 
from whom further particulars can be obtained, have applied 
for a patent. 


The “ Electrolux " Suction Cleaner. 


A number of departures from the usual lines of electric 
vacuum cleaners are embodied in the '' Electrolux " cleaner, 
sold by the “Z” Exectric Lame & Svurruies Co., Lap., 
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73, Newman Street, W.1. This is a very compact device, 
as will be seen from the illustration (fig. 7); The dust- 
bag is inside the casing—a very convenient arrangement, and 
the motor is fitted at the top. When being used for purposes 
other than floor or carpet cleaning the container and motor 
can be slung by means of a strap across the shoulder, giving 
great adaptability and ease of employment. 


The à-h.p. motor has a normal speed of 5,000 r.p.in., giving, 


a working suction equivalent to 16 in. water gauge. ‘The 
" Electrolux " js manufactured in Stockholm and the “Z” 


Co. hold the agency for the British Empire. 


ConkECTION.—In our note on Messrs. HEN LEY's distribution 
pilar, on p. 3l of our last issue, the example illustrated was 
inadvertently described as a 3-phase, 4-wire " type. This 
should have been d.., 3-wire."' 


REVIEWS, 


Electric Switch and Controlling Gear. By C. C. GARRARD, 
Ph. D., M. I. E. E., A. An. I. E. E. Second edition. Pp. 654 
＋ XXII; 529 figs. London: Benn Brothers. Price 25s. net. 

Dr. Garrard needs no introduction to our readers, since 
for many years he has been recognised as one of the leading 
authorities ou all matters relating to the control of electricity, 
and the success which has attended his book on switchgear is 
testihed to by the early appearance of a second edition of 
the work. . 

In the preface to the new edition the author states that, 
While the book has been revised and enlarged to a certain 
extent, no considerable alteration has been made. ‘This state- 
ment, while quite correct, does not adequately convey to 
the reader the great pains which have been taken to keep 
the book thoroughly up-to-date. On comparing the first edition 
with the one at present under notice, we lind that many 


entirely new diagrams have been introduced, and in other 


cases diagrams of certain types of apparatus have been replaced 
by diagrams of newer or more interesting patterns. Improve- 
ments of this nature are noticeable throughout the work, 
but more particularly in the section dealing with the preven- 
tion of dangerous conditions of current and in that dealing 
with the starting and control of motors. 

Perhaps the most noteworthy of the new sections of the 
book is that dealing with contactor types of gear for use in 
controlling motors working on heavy service. This section 
includes an account of the contactor itself (in which types 
for use on direct, alternating and high-pressure circuits are 
described), together with information concerning the relays 
necessary .to ensure that the contactors are operated in the 
correct sequence and with the correct time intervals. It is a 
section dealing with a subject of increasing importance, and 
will doubtless be added to in future editions. 

Rules and regulations (so far as they concern switchgear) 
issued by various associations formed an important part of 
the first edition, and these have been brought up to date 
and increased in number, the most noteworthy addition being 
concerned with regulations regarding the equipment of ships; 
references are also given to such of the publications of the 
British Engineering Standards Association as relate to the 
subject matter of the book. 

The number of appliances described in the book is indeed 
legion, and one must feel a deep sympathy with the engineer 
of a large system called upon to decide the best mode of 
protection of his plant against the many possible sources of 
disturbance which may arise. He must look forward to the 
day when more experience has been gained and matters have 
become more standardised. 

The book should be looked upon as a standard work, and 
no engineer concerned with the design, manufacture, in- 
stallation. or operation of electrical plant can afford to dispense 
with its aid. The printing and diagrams are excellent, and, 
considering the bulk of the volume, the price is most moderate. 


~ 


Tramway Motorman's Handbook. By W. S. IpnrrsoN, B. Sc., 
A.M.I.E.E. Pp. 908; 47 figs. London: E. & F. N. Spon, 
{.td. Price 6s. 6d. net. 


The author has made a praiseworthy endeavour to put a 
mental stepladder into the grasp of men who, almost univer- 
sally, are trained (and evidently regarded) as machines. The 
control. gear of the modern tramway car, elaborate as it is, 
does its complicated work by the mere turning of a handle. 

Most tramway managers, and the majority of motormen, 
quite lose sight of the many and far-reaching economies in 
the u~e of power, but more particularly in the tremendously 
reduced maintenance costs of overhead line, of track-work. 
and, above all, of car equipment, which might be attained 
bv intelligent and discriminating operators of that simnle 
handle. The title chosen hardly denotes the scope of this 


little work, as repair men, and, indeed, all classes of practical 


tramway workers are catered for. 

The first chapter is introductory. and explains the every- 
dav terms used in electrical work; Ohm's Law is given, 
and examples of its use are shown. Definitions of the simpler 
mechanical units are also included. There is no use made 
of mathematics. l 

Chapter II describes briefly the '' Distribution of Power,” 


mainly by the single trolley-wire system; Chapter ILL deals 
with '"' Rolling Stock and Car Equipment," and, bearing in 
mind the scope of the book, covers the subject well. In 
Chapter LV a brief description of a tramway motor, treating 
its component parts and their uses separately, 18 given. 
Shunt, compound, and series motors are compared, and the 
advantages of the latter type for traction work stated. 

Chapter V handles Brakes and their Operation." The 
hand, air, and magnetically-operated types are, in turn, con- 
sidered. An explanation of regenerative control,“ and a 
large number of useful '"'don'ts,'" and " what-to-dos are 
also included in this instructive chapter. 

The Controller " claims Chapter VI. and vies with the 
previous subject in elaboration. This is as it should be. A 
motorinan’s chief concern is the operation of controller and. 
brake. Two standard controllers, of well-known makes, are 
illustrated, and complete connection diagrams given. The 
diagram on page 150, being full page, is clear enough, but 
that on page 155 will not be traced through by many, being 
entirely too small. 

Chapter VII is devoted to '' Faults." The author cogitates 
on the proper boundaries of a motorman’s sphere in the realms 
of trouble shooting," and his opinion is that a properly 
trained man will locate and remedy minor faults, thus saving 
much time, whereas the untrained type, ‘‘ rushing in where 
angels fear to treud," will make more trouble still. However, 
this chapter will doubtless tind many readers (and bene- 
ficiaries), who are repair-men, and the carefully tabulated lists 
of faults, their effects, location, and remedies, on overhead 
equipment, and every species of apparatus on a car, Will no 
doubt be found of use in many a depot. 

A seven-page, carefully prepared, index completes the book. 

There are a number of errors—some typographical. Para- 
graph 7: Final equation should be:— 

V=12.5X4. Pressure-50 volts. 

Paragraph 22: The kilowatt-hour is described as ''tho 
energy transformed in a circuit... .” "" Consumed " would 
be a more fitting word than “ transformed.” 

Paragraphs 20 to 28 and 45: The author should make it 
perfectly clear that his formule and examples refer only to 
direct current work. Some of his readers may handle three- 
phase motors in repair shops. 

Paragraph 33: The definition given of ''torque," would 
describe better the ''tractive effort of a car." Also torque 
expressed in ''pound-feet," and the unit of work given as 
the ‘‘ foot-pound " on the same page, are sure to lead to 
misconceptions. It should have been explained that torque 
is a twisting ellort, and that a convenient unit is '' a force of 
one pound-weight acting at right angles to a radius arm one 
foot in length.” 

Paragraph 126, page 74, third line: 
evidently read " tappings."' 

There is a tendency throughout the book towards the use 
of loose phraseology. One example is the constant use of 
the word “ auto,“ when “ automatic switch ’? is spoken of. 
There is enough slovenliness in the use of technical terms 
without its being encouraged by writers, who are expected 
to know better, and who should remember that a great many 
of their readers will model their habits according to those of 
their favourite instructors. 


Tapings should 


Working Diagrams of Valve Amplifying Recetver Circuits. 
Arranged by H. W. SULIIVAN. Pp. 24; figs. 21. London: 
H. W. Sullivan. Price 1s. net. 


Sullivan instruments have long been noted for their excel- 
lence of manufacture and finish. This apphes no less to their 
wireless instruments for experimental work. Mr. H. W. 
Sullivan has now produced a brochure of working diagrams 
for use with the component wireless instruments produced 
by his firm. The booklet contains 21 excellently prepared 
drawings of single and multi-stage circuits for use as wireless 
receivers. In each drawing the condensers, inductances, and 
other component parts are numbered, and will be found in 
Mr. Sullivan’s new catalogue of wireless instruments. More- 
over, this enterprising firm provides a standard experimental 
valve receiver panel with all the necessary component parts 
fitted, so that by connecting up these parts in different ways 
nearly all the circuits in the booklet may be tried out, and 
many other additional circuits not actually given in the 
brochure. The list of items on the panel includes two vario- 
meter condensers, one reaction coupling coil, a series-parallel 
switch, filament rheostat, grid potentiometer, two iron-core 
valve transformers. two grid leaks, and two anode resistances, 
three valve holders, one radio-frequency inter-valve trans- 
former, one variable tapping switch, blocking condensers, and 
other useful parts. Such a panel is ideal for experimental 
work and for use in schools, technical colleges, and other places 
where they teach and learn. Why no firin has previously had 
the push and go to place such an extremely useful arrange- 
ment on the market is almost beyond comprehension. Perhaps 
experimentalists have preferred made-up ” radio sets. There 
is no doubt. that some wireless experimenters have no greater 
ambition than to turn the handles of a completed set. and 
simply listen to signals. Such men contribute nothing to 
the art and learn practically nothing themselves. Only by 
trving out innumerable circuits can they hope to gain the 
necessary experience in their subject. The man who buys 
a ready-made wireless set is no more entitled to be called an 
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experimenter than a barrel-organ grinder—also a handle-turner 
—is deserving of being called a composer. Anything which 
will encourage the experimentalist to learn the ins and outs 
of valve work is doing splendid service. "There 1s absolutely 
no reason why inventions in radio-telegruphy and telephony 
should all be produced by a clique of professional men. Given 
a panel of instruments which can be connected in an infinite 
variety of ways, any experimentalist is capable of doing valu- 
able work. Mr. Sullivan's combination of instrumenta is 
ideal for the purpose. Some experimental men, including 
some of the professional class, seem to prefer to use old coils 
and scrap pieces of roughly-made apparatus. Although such 
apparatus can be effectively used in skilled hands, yet time 
is always wasted, instruments are frequently damaged, and 
wrong or misleading results obtained, With a well-made set 
of component parts, the best results may be relied upon. 
The diagrams in the brochure are beyond reproach from a 
technical point of view, and are essentially practical. ‘They 
cover ordinary valve detector circuits, retroactive circuits, C.W, 
receivers, valve circuits using a crystal as detector, two-stage 
receivers, resistance amplifiers, and representative circuits 
einploying up to three valves. E 
The booklet as a whole is a very commendable one, and 
reflects credit on its compiler. It is a praiseworthy attempt 
to make the “experimenter " experiment.—JOHN Scorr- 
TAGGART. IE E E : 
Electric Lighting for Cycles and Motor Cycles.- By HAROLD 
H. U. Cross. Pp. viii 124; figs. 50. London ; E. and 
F. N. Spon, Ltd. Price 3s. 6d. net. J p oe 
As the Cycle and Motor Show lately held at Olympia re- 
vealed, there can be no question as to the increasing popularity 
of electric lighting both for pedal and motor cycles, ‘so that this 
new work—the author of which, Mr. Harold H. U. Cross, is 
well known in connection with handbooks of this kind—should 
enjoy a wide popularity. In accordance with its sub-title, * A 
Simply-written Handbook on the Construction, Maintenance, 
and Repair of Dry Batteries, Accumulators, and Dynamo Out- 
fits.“ the little volume is couched in language which should 
be easily understood by the veriest novice in electrical matters, 
a series of 50 well-chosen illustrations assisting the reader to 
grasp the meaning of the text. EC i 
In the first chapter the author sets out the essential elec- 
trical facts in everyday terms, and once these are mastered by 
riders the remainder of the book should be easily assimilated. 
Thus the subsequent chapters deal with dry batteries, accumu- 
lators, and small dynamos, a number of the principal lighting 
outfits on the market being afterwards described. — Briefly, it 
may be stated that the possession of a copy of the new work 
should enable the cyclist or motor cyclist whose machine is 
fitted with an electric lighting set to keep it in good working 
condition with a minimum of trouble, and enable him quickly 
to locate and remedy any small defects which may develop. 
The book should also prove useful to cycle and motor cycle 
traders who in their repair departments are likely to be called 
upon to carry out work in connection with such installations 
and fittings. | 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1920. 
(NOT YET PUBLISHED.) NE 


complies expressly for this journal by Messrs. Srrron-Jones, O'DeLL AMD 
HENS, Chartered Patent Agente, 285, High Holborn, Londoh, W. C. 1. 


m 7 1 


' 96,321. “ Measured service telephone systems.” Automatic Telephone Manu- 
facturing Co., C. Gillings, and R. Mercer. December 39th. e z - : 
36,331. “ Apparatus for testing magnetos. . W. J, Hanna. -December 
20th. l a 
36,357. '' Safety device for electric incandescent lamps.“ 
December 29th. : . ) 
46.407.“ Electro- magnetic mechanism." — Automatic Telephone Manufactur- 
ing Co. December 29th. (U.S., September 7th.) Z me 2 
3.416. Step-by-step electrical motors." A. P. Addison and II. . G. A. 
Scott. December 29th. . . 
36.42. “ Electric cut-outs.” P. H. Coales, C. C. Garrard, and A. II. Railing. 
December. 30th. | Fate ? 
36,441. “ Sparking plug testers.” H. L. Curzons. Decembor 30th. 
6.443. “ Electric flush signs, &c.““ J. Sawle. December 30th. 
36.448. Jointing armoured clectric cables." R. W. Blades and British 
Insulated & Helsby Cables, Ltd. December th. l 


K. A. Beckert. 


* 


36.149. Electric furnace.“ R. R. Reed. December. th. (. S., March 
27th.) ; ; 
30.450. * Microphones." J. Gardner. December 30th. 

36,474. “ Electric, &c., switches.” A. C. Day. December th. (Australia, 
January 15th.) : 

36,482. “ Accumulator cells.“ A. H. R. Sharratt. December 30th. 

36.488. “ Protective device for direct-current electric motors." €. E. Fair- 
burn, December 30th. : 


36.492. '' Electric exploders." E. Cudney. December 30th. 
36,409. “ Dynamo-electric machinery," M. B. Sayers. December th. 
W038, “Apparatus for testing electrical machinery.” Adlmanna Svenska 
Slektriska Aktiebolaget and A, Vetterberg. December 30th. 
46,505-6. Electric fuss,“ Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co. 
Beh. (U. S., January 12th.) 
36.522. “Automatic cut-outs for electrically-heated appliances for boiling 
liquids, &c." E. W. Johnson. December 30th. 
36.522. Electric furnaces." A. Eimer. December 30th. 
914.) 
16.40 “Windings for alternates current dynamo-clectric machines.“ F. 
Creedy. December 30th. : l oe 
36,599, " Manufacture of electric cables," Callender's Cable & Caenstruction 
Co. December 3ist. e 


— 


December 


(U.S., July 18th, 


36.622. Sparking: plugs." S. Fisher. December 3lst. 

46.624. Methods of protecting electric transmission or distribution sys- 
teins.“ British. Thomson-Houston Co. (General Electric Co.) and General 
Electric Co. December 31st. SE mtr z wide RU 
. 36,026. “ Current-collecting devices for dynamo-electric machines,  &c."' 
British Thomson-Houston, Co. (General Electric Co) and General Electric 
Co. December 31st. l 

36,630. “ Radio-transmitting apparatus." Western Electric Co. December 
Jlst. (U.S., December 31st. 1919.) : 


€ 36,653. “ Means for communicating between vehicles. of electrically driven 


trains.“ J. Bethenad. December 3ist. (France, January rd.) ; 
46.656. Electricity cable dividing boxes.” South Wales Electrical Power 
Distribution Co. and A. Wisdom. December 31st. . 
36.668. Primary electric batteries.“ O. Urbasch. December — 3lst. 
(Austria, December 28th, 1919.) > 
36,669. “Sparking plugs for explosion motors.“ 
December 3lst.. (France, January dth.) À 


e; 


F. E. Le Bissonnuis. 


PUBLISHED .SPECIFICATIONS, 
The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specificatione will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


5 


T * l be 1914. os (hol eum 
7,766. Electrical conductors."  Hochstadter. March 27th, 1914. (Conven- 
tion date not granted.) ] 888 
od “1919. à a sae ead er 5 é 


19,316. “ Electro-deposited metals.“ C. P. 
(142,432.) : - 

19,400. '' Automatic telephone . exchange systems.“ 
and G. Deakin. May 26th, 1919. 43,540.) PE 

790. Miners’ electric safety lamps." “Haslam & ‘Stretton and T. 
Stretton, April And, 1920. (154,967) a j 

21,41. Wire-making machines," British Thonison-Houston Co, (General 
Electric Co.) September Ist, 1919. (154,977.) . 
21.449. Method and apparatus for electric signalling through water, for 
example, between or with ships thereon," Q. C. A. Ceaufurd and L. O. 
Doughty-Wylic. September lst, 1919. (154.978. l : i 

21,594. “ Valves used for wireless transmission.“ H. J. Round. September 
3rd, 1919. (154,982.) . 

21.656. Electric welding apparatus.“ Briti-h 
(General Electric Co.) September 3rd, 1919. (154.985.) 

21,085. '' Electric control mechanisms." C. Weismann, August Mth, 1917. 
(132.205. 

22,074. Cooling devices for electric transformers and the like apparatus.” 
British Thomson-Houston Co. (General Electric Co.). September 8th, 1919. 
(155,017.) a . 

22.798. High-specd electric or other locomotives.” British Thomson- 
Houston Co. and F. W. Carter. September 16th, 1919. (Addition to 128,106.) 
(155, 088.) ` 

33,149. “ Sparking plugs." T. B. Broad. September 19th, 1919. (155,049.) 

23,752. '' High-frequency alternators.” British Thomson-Houston Co. 
(General Electric Co.). September 26th, 1919. (155,961 .) ; 

34,718. ''Galvanic batteries.“ O. Oldham, G. Oldham and J. Oldham. 
October 9th, 1919. (Cognate application 6.654, 20.) (155,071.) 

25,630. “ Sparking plugs." II. S. Cooke, October 20th, 1919. (155,078.) 

26,803. Coin-freed pre-payment devices ‘for telephone systems.” Automatic 
Telephone Manufacturing Co. (Automatic Electric Co.). October Slat, 1919. 
155, 088.) P CCC 

27, 858. Generation, transmission, and distribution of electricity." 11. 
Hawkins, W. H. Hanstock, A. H. Higgs, and Ferranti, Ltd. November IIth. 
1919. (155, 095.) e | i 


Madsen. April 26th, 1919. 


. .Western Electric Co. 


'Thonison-Houston. Co. 


98,534. “Sparking plugs.“ J. P. Reijnhout. November 18th, 1919. 

(155,100.) . , 

33,791. “ Electrolytic cells.“ I. H. Levin. December. 31st, 1919. (155,118.) 
| 1920. se 


190. “Indicators or annunciate:s.’” Sterling Telephone & Electric Co. and 
F. G. Bell. January 2nd, 1920.  (155,124,) | eee : 
2.818. Electric starting devices for internal«ombustion. engines." O. 
Imray (R. Bosch Akt.-Ges.). January 29th, 1920. (155. 136.) 
4377. “ Portable electric lamps. Compagnie Generale d'Electricite, May 
27th. 1916. (138,923) VON f . 
- 4,863. “Insulating protectors for the ends of electric conductors," J. B. 
Hamilton. February 17th, 1920. (155,148.) ' 
4.878. ''Cross arms for supporting electric insulators.” F. M. Simpson. 
February 17th, 1920.. (155,149.) . eee me re a: Wed, l 
6.359. “ Electric couplings.” H. A. Douglas. March 2md, 1020. (155,155.) 
11,935. “ Electric switches," G. Gallo and F. Villarboite, April th, 
191". (142,494) te : . 
17.962. “ Cutout switch for electric polyphase alternaling current chcuits.““ 
V. Martinetto. October 15th, 1915. (145,690.) - 


Safe Method of Synchronising.— To prevent mistakes 
when connecting a three-phase generator to another generator 
or system with which the first generator is to be synchronised 
a triple-pole, double-throw switch has been used by a'cor- 
respondent of the Electrical World in conjunction with an 
induction motor for indicating direction of rotation. The 
switch is placed near the ends of the two lines which it 1s 
desired to connect together, and jumpers are run from the 
lines to the three blades of the switch. The induction motor 
is connected to the inside terminals of the switch. The switch 
is first thrown to the right and the direction of rotation of 
the motor is noted, and then it is thrown to the left.. If the 
direction of rotation is not the same in both cases, two of the 
conductors of one line are interchanged at an auxiliary switch 
to make the directions of rotation identical. "Then the oil 
switch at the first generator is opened and the auxiliary switch 
is closed. After this one phase of the generator line is syn- 
chronised with one phase of the line, after which the oil 
switch may be closed. The advantage of using this plan 
comes from the fact that the wires running from the double- 
throw switch to the two lines are left connected after the 
directions of rotation have been checked, thus preventing any 
chance of connecting the wrong wires of the two lines together. 
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UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE. 


For some months past a number of employers and labour 
representatives have been meeting informally to discuss 
some of the more important problems which are pressing 
upon industry during this period of reconstruction, and 


they have come to the conclusion that the most urgent 


and serious of these problems is that of unemployment. 
With a view to dealing with the matter more ade- 
quately than has yet been provided for under the 


National Unemployment Insurance Act, 1920, they 


have, with the aid of statistical and economic experts, 
drafted a scheme which they consider might be grafted 
upon the present Act and applied without delay. 

A draft of the scheme has been sent to us anonymously 
in order that it may be discussed on its merits and 
without the names of the group being at present known, 
but we are assured that their credentials are unques- 
tionable, and that the employers represent concerns 
having tens of thousands of workers and many millions 
of capital at.stake. In one large works it has already 
been put into operation without State assistance. 

It is suggested that the scheme should apply to all 
manual.workers and to salaried workers, between the 
ages of 16 and 70, receiving not more than £400 a year, 
with the exemptions mentioned in the Act passed last 
year, the rate of benefit to be 50 per cent. of the average 
earnings, with 10 per cent. additional for a dependent 
wife and 5 per cent. for each dependent child under 16 
up to a total of 75 per cent., but with a maximum of 
£9 per week, special provisions being made for the cal- 
culation of earnings in the case of seasonal or excep- 
tional trades. . E | bog 

The benefits would be payable after three days’ unem- 


. ployment, and be limited to one week's benefit for every 


81x weekly contributions, such benefits being payable for 
26 weeks in any one year instead of for 15 as at present; 


` the limitation of benefit to one week for every six con- 


tributions is a precaution against the work-shy, 
and it will be noted that in order to obtain the full 
benefit of 26 weeks the worker must have been employed 
a; least part of each week during three years. 

For the purpose of giving an immediate sense of 
security to workers, it is proposed that an adequate num- 
ber of payments should be credited at the beginning, 
and although it is not mentioned in the scheme, if a 
credit should be given under this or a similar scheme, 
the credit might well bear some relation to the amount 
of employment which the insured person might be able 
to prove during some stated period prior to the credit 
being given. ' 

The annual cost is estimated at about £56,500,000, 
exclusive of administration ; the worker is to contribute 
£15,500,000 at the rate of une penny for every 10s. or 
part thereof of his earnings, the State to contribute 


£4,000,000 and the costs of administration, and the 


balance of £37,000,000 to be found by the employers by 
a levy of about 2 per cent. on the wages bill, the levy 
being increased or decreased in direct relation to a 
decreased or increased total contribution of workers. 

In order that the scheme may be put into early opera- 
tion it is proposed that the employers’ contribution 
should be fixed for a term of five or seven years, the 
State retaining. any. surplus. or making up any 
deficiency, and before the end of the term the Govern- 
ment Actuary would re-assess. the employere' contribu- 
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tion for a further period based on the experience of the 
previous term. 

The workers’ contributions would be the same in all 
industries, but so soon as the necessary statistics were 
available the State would have power to vary employers’ 
contributions in any industry according to the amount 
of unemployment in that industry. Contracting out 
would be permitted. 

The underlying idea is to compel industry to create 
a wages equalisation fund, and to give employers an in- 
centive to eliminate every removable cause of unemploy- 
nient, and it is suggested that to alleviate suffering such 
a policy would be worth almost any cost, and that in 
practice it would be found to be as financially sound a 
policy as is a dividend equalisation fund. 

We are informed that the scheme is meant to be an 
earnest attempt to solve a matter which is particularly 
urgent at the present time, and we are of the opinion 
that the scheme is worthy of consideration; whether 
it be put forth because of a deep consciousness of social 
obligations towards our fellow men or whether, as may 
be alleged by the cynic, it be from a desire of self- 
preservation in these days of industrial unrest, there 
can be no doubt that national good will result if the 
willing worker is relieved from the numbing fear of 
unemployment from causes over which he has, and can 
have, no personal control. | 

However much increased production may be urged by 
employers or by far-seeing labour leaders or be proved 
necessary by economists, the worker has a deep-rooted 
belief that the introduction of labour-saving machinery, 
the dilution of labour, or payment by results will render 
him or his fellows more liable to unemployment. The 
worker who is willing to place his utmost energies at the 
service of the community would not in an ideal State be 
at the mercy of trade fluctuations, whether they arose 
from exchange problems, change of fashion, seasonal 
employment, or any other cause which to-day may throw 
thousands of workers out of employment. 

A scheme placed before us as this scheme is, with the 
backing of men who have given the matter serious and 
prolonged consideration, is worth inquiring into, and 
we shall be glad to open our columns for any of our 
readers who are willing to give their views on what in 
the first place 1s intended to bring early alleviation of a 
difficulty which is already assuming alarming propor- 
tions, and in the second to assure the workers upon 


whom the security and progress of our Empire so largely 


depend that honest and continuous labour will best 


assure them of freedom from the fear of unemployment. 


THE employers’ side of the District 
Reconstitution Industrial Councils for the electricity 
of the National supply industry, in solemn conference 


Council. assembled, has decided that a recon- 
stitution of the National Council is 
advisable. Some of the District Councils, in fact, couch 


their sentiments in stronger terms, and say that it has 
got to be done. Anyhow, the employers’ side is going 
to propose a radical refashioning. The supporters of 
the view, using & popular word, say the National Council 
must be democratised. The new National Council, 
which is due in May, is to be composed of 52 members— 
that is, of course, 26 for each side, employers and trade 
unions. Of the former 26, 13 are to be company repre- 
sentatives and 13 local authority representatives, so that 
each of the 13 District, Councils will have two employers’ 
representatives. As to election, the local authority re- 
presentative is to be chosen directly by the District 
Council, and the nominee must be one of its own mem- 
bers. This means, of course, that the I.M.E.A., which 
at present holds the right of nomination, retires from 
the field. This proposition of reconstruction comes, we 
understand, mainly from the municipal side, the claim 
being that if the National Council is directly elected by 
the District Councils, the various local authority under- 
takings will more readily fall into line with the wages 
and other recommendations that are made. This, of 


course, among other arguments. As to the company 
representatives, some power (it is uncertain how much it 
will turn out to be) is left in the hands of the three 
associations— Power Companies Association, Provincial 
Committee, and London Conference. These bodies 
apparently are to nominate, but as there is a direction 
that one should be chosen from each District Council, the 
District Council concerned will probably claim to have 
some say in the matter. However, it ought not to be 
difficult to arrange such a detail amicably. The recon- 
stitution presumably will necessitate a remodelling of 
the financial system. Up to the present, the expenses of 
the National Council have been met jointly by the four 
Employers’ Associations; but with the altered scheme it 
looks as though the hat would have to be taken round 
the District Councils. Again,.we think we are right in 
saying that the National Council at present pays no 
travelling or other expenses to its presumably affluent 
inembers; but it is very doubtful whether the whole of 
the 26 new members will be willing to put their hands 
into their pockets, or, shall we say delicately, be allowed 
to put their hands into the pockets of their individual 
undertakings. Hence a further prospective dip into 
the funds of the District Councils. 

Now, as to the incidence of the re-arrangement, in the 
first place, it will facilitate the co-ordination of the work 
of the thirteen councils. On the employers’ side, too, it 
will give machinery for formulating a common policy 
throughout the country on matters of principle or im- 
portance, as to the good of which there can be no two 
opinions. Also it will make the whole of the Whitley 
scheme as applied to this industry of & more homo- 
geneous nature. 

On the other hand, the new arrangement weakens any 
outside control. This, from the point of view of the 
ardent and progressive Whitleyite, may be welcomed. 
We have no doubt itis. But employers may be forgiven 
if they look somewhat askance at this new quasi- 
independence of the Councils. Certainly it gives the 
Councils a different complexion to unadulterated Whit- 
leyism. The essence of the Whitley scheme is that all 
negotiations are between Employers' Associations and 
Trade Unions, whereas by this new proposal the Em- 
ployers’ Associations are, as Monsieur Beaucaire would 
say, a leetle in the background.“ Still, there is no- 
thing to prevent an industry from departing from the 
formal type of council-scheme if it thinks fit. 

There is one thing, the chairman will have a full team 
of horses to drive in this Council of 52. It may be true 
to say ‘‘ the more the merrier, but certainly not the 
“ handier "' if work is to be got through—and it will 
require very skilful chairmanship to get as much done 
in the same time with a council of 52 as with one of 24. 

As a last point, the Trade Unions have to agree. How- 
ever, they ought to be able readily and also amiably to 
readjust their side, if the fraternal appellation with 
which they address each other stands for anything. 
Altogether there is likely to be much parleying and con- 
ferencing between now and hawthorn-tide, by which 
time this matter has to be settled, one way or the other. 


THE meeting held at Bristol with re- 
gard to the Lower Severn Electricity 
Scheme, and so soon adjourned, fur- 
nished one of two points worthy of con- 
sideration. In the first place the rule emerges that in 
all these hearings "' the promoters of the scheme should 
be represented by counsel. Then also the views ex- 
pressed by the Chief Electricity Commissioner should 
afford, to everyone interested in any of the delimited 
areas, fruitful matter for cogitation. Sir John Snell 
most forcibly emphasised the necessity of every 
undertaker in the area realising that a Joint Electricity 
Authority scheme was essentially a voluntary and co- 
operative one; that the responsibility was laid upon 
every undertaking to do its best so to fit itself in with - 
its neighbours as to make a joint scheme possible; that 
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everyone obviously could not have everything he desired, 
but that by a judicious give and take, a reasonable 
arrangement ought to be attainable. He deprecated 
strongly (though in his own judicious and digni- 
fied terms) any disposition to stand aloof while other 
people took the trouble to prepare a scheme, and then to 
regard it as an ‘‘ Aunt Sally to shy at. As we under- 
stand the principle indicated at this hearing, it is that 
anyone who comes along with an objection must not ex- 
pect much consideration unless he can satisfy the Com- 
missioners that he has taken every step to get his con- 
tentions favourably considered by the promoters and has 
failed. Conversely, the promoters of a scheme must, on 
any debated point, show that they in their turn have 
given every opportunity to each undertaker to submit his 
individual requests and have duly considered them. The 
Chief Commissioner’s tactful and guiding counsel ought 
certainly to bear good fruit in the interval which the ad- 
journment has afforded—and if so, the delay is fully 
worth while. Certainly something of a chastened spirit 
seemed to show itself in some of the subsequent speeches. 


Tue action of undertakers generally 
has been anything but praiseworthy in 
respect of the National Joint Board. In 
few cases has the supply industry ap- 
peared in such an unfortunate light. Now, on top of 
this, a motion has been passed at an important meeting 
of representatives of the employers’ side from all parts 
of the Kingdom, which seems to be decidedly ill-ad- 
vised, considering the actual circumstances. Cer- 
tainly it shows a lack of humour. This motion, as 
in the case of the National Joint Council, proposes 
that the National Joint Board be enlarged to 52 mem- 
bers, being 26 on the Trade-Union side and 26 on the 
employers’ side. The idea is, of course, that there shall 
be two employer members from each of the 13 District 
Boards. But as the motion excludes dealings with com- 
mercial staffs, the Trade-Union side of the Board is 
limited to the Electrical Power Engineers’ Association. 
This suggestion, therefore, implies that the E.P.E.A. 
is asked to send 26 representatives to the meetings of tho 
National Joint Board. What the E.P.E.A. has to say 
in this matter we have not heard. The whole proposal, 
of course, is a reflection of the proposed reconstitution 
of the National Joint Council which we have dealt with 
above, and in previous issues. 


The National 
Joint Board. 


Next Monday the ‘ informal meet- 
I. E. E. Informal ing of the Institution of Electrical 
Meetings. Engineers will assume a dignity to 
which it has not hitherto aspired—it 
will be held at the Institution of Civil Engineers. The 
reason for this change of venue is that the subject of 
discussion is '' Improving the Usefulness of the Institu- 
tion," with the President in the chair, and it is antici- 
pated that members will attend e» masse to set forth 
their views on a matter offering such magnificent scope 
for the exercise of imagination. i 
In passing, we are asked to mention that light refresh- 
ments will be served at 5.30 p.m., and not, as usual on 
these occasions, after the diseussion has been opened. 
Undoubtedly the Institution has already made great 
strides during the past 10 years towards more amply 
fulfilling its mission. It has always been a leading 
characteristic of electrical engineers to aim at ever- 
increasing efficiency, and just as they revolutionised the 
design and construction of the steam engine in the early 
days to make it approach their ideals more closely. so 
they are moulding the Institution to suit their needs. 
Doubtless there are still many. ways in which the In- 
stitution can be of service to its members; we shall hear 
some of them next Monday, but we would remind the 
innovators that only those proposals which do not involve 
additional. expense have much prospect of fulfilment 
under existing conditions. 


Whilst on this subject, we venture again to recall the 
President's telling quotation from Bacon: I hold every 
man a debtor to his profession, from the which as men of 
course do seek to receive coyntenance and profit, so ought 
they of duty to endeavour themselves by way of amends 
to be a help and ornament thereto." We have just 
heard a member, in the presence of many others, 
describe the Institution as a wash-out." In the name 
and interest of many of our readers who are members of 


that body, we deprecate the use of such expressions; 50 


long as a man is a member of it or of any other profes- 
sional society, we conceive it to be his duty to uphold it 
in public, and to reserve his complaints or grievances 
for the appropriate occasion. It is another example of 
the present tendency to talk of rights rather than duties. 
If that had been the spirit of our warriors in the great 
struggle, we should have had few “ rights ” left by this 


tune. Let us all remember that we should individually 


give as well as take; it is only by service that we can 
succeed in benefiting our fellow-men. 


To initiate and successfully establish 

Electrical a new institution, embracing a whole 

Development. industry, is a gigantic undertaking 

nowadays, when there are in existence 
so many rival interests competing for the attention of 
the individual. The fact that the British Electrical 
Development Association (Inc.), was developed from the 
small beginnings of the Heating and Cooking Committee 
of the Institution of Electrical Engineers, and in 19 
months was able to present to the first annual general 
meeting a report which proved that it had in that short 
period grown up” and was a fully-fledged incor- 
porated association, with a long and weighty roll of 
membership and—still more noteworthy—a record of 
excellent achievement, speaks volumes for the ability, 
energy, and driving force of its originators; it augurs 
well for the future also, and thanks to the fortunate 
choice of a director full of ** push and go,” backed up 
by an executive committee of first-class men of affairs, 
it is safe to prophesy for the newcomer a career of dis- 
tinguished usefulness to the electrical industries. It 
should be noted that E. D. A.“ does not work only for 
the supply undertakings; its aotivities are of direct 
benefit to manufacturers and contractors as well, and we 
do not hesitate to class the consumer also among its 
beneficiaries—for surely a man who through the agency 
of the Association, directly or indirectly, has been in- 
duced to share in the comfort and convenience of the 
electrical way of doing things is better off than when 
he was in outer darkness? 

But are all the benefits thus derived from the work of 
the Association to be pocketed, so to say, without the 
courtesy of acknowledgment, let alone reciprocation! 
One good turn deserves another, and we therefore urge 
those firms which have not hitherto given tangible sup- 
port to the Association to mend their ways, and to be- 
come members of it while the new year is still voung. 
Let them remember that if its efforts are so cordially 
appreciated as we know they are. in these early days of 
its existence, they will be vastly more fruitful in 
later years, when things settle down to something 
approaching the normal. The field open to electrical 
development is almost inconceivably immense; we have 
only scratched the fringe of it as vet. The public are 
waiting and willing to be educated in electrical lore— 
'* E.D.A."' is to be the teacher, and now is the time to 
equip it for its onerous duties. We therefore stronglv 
commend to the notice of our readers the merits of this 
Association as a profitable investinent for the moderate 
subscription which will help not only the subscriber but 
all other members of and workers in the electrical in- 
dustry. At the recent annual meeting the members of 
the Association, who already number over 400, were fur- 
nished with a geport on the work.done during the pre- 
ceding 18 months, and if any reader wishes confirmation 
of our remarks, we advise him to apply to the Director, 
Mr. J. W. Beauchamp, for a copy of it. l 
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THE GREAT WEST-SEA 


BUBBLE. 


Government Engineering Up-to-Date. 


At the end of November last the taxpaying section of 
the publie was thrilled by à communication sent to the 
daily and technical Press which proved that the Ministry 
of ‘Transport was going to give some value for its ever- 
increasing salary list, and that the nation was to be 
presented with a '' Christmas Gift” in the way of a 
scheme of power for almost nothing. 

In the old wicked world” before millions were 
tossed about like jugglers’ paraphernalia, the value of 
& scheme, whether public or private, was, in sober 


matter-of-fact circles, judged largely by the way in. 


which it was brought forward, careful and detinite 


calculations and estimates being a sine qua non; and 


it was remembered that usually ‘‘ good wine needs no 
bush." Nowadays, when anyone questions the idea that 
several quarts can be got out of one pint pot, or that 
unlimited wages or salaries can be obtained from a 
limited revenue, he is called a reactionary of the worst 
type; and one hopelessly out of sympathy with the 
times. Anyone, therefore, who opposes '' power from 
the moon "' will be denounced as a lunatic. 
Unfortunately two and two continue to make four, 
although many friends of progress believe with Mr. 
Lenin that mathematies are ‘‘ undemocratic,” so that 
the value of a scheme in these days is measured mainly 
by its attractiveness to the man in the street. In pre- 
war days, judging by the way this scheme was puffed, 
it would have been looked upon as a ramp worthy of 
a company promoter of the Hooley '" era. The first 
and second puffs emanated from the Trans- 
port Ministry; strange to say, the first was not 
signed, not even by the Electricity Commissioners; but 
a news agency, whilst circulating a photograph of a 
wash drawing with a notice that the same could be 
reproduced for a nominal fee, *' gave away the names 
of the ‘‘ three distinguished engineers who were alleged 
to be responsible for it; and it 1s to be hoped that these 
water power experts were not overcome with modest 
departmental blushes at such an unwarranted breach 
of Whitehall confidence. If these gentlemen were actu- 
ally responsible for the issue of this first '' puff’’ they 


would be well advised in their own interest to join the 


staff of some wild cat company promoter, or a patent 
medicine proprietor, where such phrases as “‘ light, 
purity and power," ''the keen vision of the Press,” 
and the beautiful and romantic Valley of the Wye 
would be fully appreciated. 

When discussing the feasibility of the project for a 
storage reservoir, the following statement was made: 
Some years ago such a project would have been quite 
impracticable of execution, owing to the low efficiency 
and high cost of the pumping plant which could then 
have been installed. Wonderful developments, how- 
ever, have taken place in the evolution of the centrifugal 
pump, and centrifugal pumps of great size have now 
been designed which will raise water hundreds of feet 
with ‘high. efficiency.“ We do not know if such a state- 
ment^can.;have been that of the alleged ‘‘ distinguished 


engineers of the Transport Ministry, or the muddled 
views of some hired ‘‘ literary gent," but anyhow, out- 


side the“ civil engineering branch ” it is well known 
that there have been no material improvements in cen- 
trifugal pumps during the last ten years, and that 
makers have been willing to produce almost any size 
for mining, dock, and irrigation work; and as far as 
price is concerned, since the war, this has probably 
: Other statements of a similar 
value. are made bt the:rmeülar: it is said, moreover. 
that“ the attractions M the scheme above outlined would 
appear to be limitless: : the question is whether the 
attractions are greater, for Ministry hangers-on or for 
the public that pays. 


By A TAX-PAYER. 


After the public had been treated to the first instal- 
ment of ground bait," it was followed up by cor- 
roborative detail“ from a second Transport Ministry 
circular, the items of which should please any first-year 
student who has got hold of an electrical machinery 
maker’s catalogue for the first time; hundreds of this 
and scores of that would be so nice to talk about. No 
sooner had the public begun to talk about rotary con- 
verters and pumps than the Board of Trade, not to 
be out-done, produced & 2d. masterpiece at an estimated 
cost to the Government (so we are told) of £19 for 
printing. After the two sets of fireworks it was like a 
semi-damp squib, part of which banged and the rest 
fizzled; it was nearly as amusing as the two cir- 
culars.. The public, thirsty for information, is told at 
the end of the first section that the committee considers 
it desirable to place our conclusions upon record at 
once," then, like a pictorial puzzle in a Christmas 
cracker, the reader is apparently asked to find a con- 
clusion in the remainder of the report; judging by the 
vague terms used there does not seem to be one. It 
must be an important document, as the names of the 
distinguished committeemen are given twice; paper, 
as is well known, costs nothing to Government depart- 
ments. Perhaps owing to the ignorance of water-power 
development by the bulk of the distinguished members 
of the committee, a sub-committee of two was appointed, 
Sir Philip Dawson and Prof. Gibson. Perhaps these 
two gentlemen walked along the Severn estuary like 
the walrus and the carpenter, ‘‘hand in hand,“ and 
discussed the suitability of the quantities of sand as a 
site for miles of power house, or perhaps even as a 
Disposal Board dump; at any rate, the epoch-marking 
report is presumably one of the results. 

One sentence in the report is delightful: '' We have 
been strongly impressed by the extravagant ideas cur- 


rent in the popular mind as to the availability of tidal 


energy’; it is doubtful, judging by the remarkable 
variation in the estimates of available power, whether 
this remark is intended as a sly hit at the '' Civil En- 
gineering Branch" of the Transport Ministry or not. 
While the first circular hints at 4d. a unit, the more 
cautious B.o.T. Committee, headed by a rival expert, 
pointed out that it could not get definite estimates of 
cost from manufacturers and designers, and that '' no 
useful purpose would be served by endeavouring to 


give in this report any estimate of the cost of the. 


scheme ''; but later it says that investigations support 
the view that energy can be generated at a favourable 
rate. As capital charges are one of the largest items 
in power cost for such a scheme, the value of the report 
can be judged by this illuminating remark; perhaps 
it was decided that the Civil Engineering Branch“ 
should be let down gently. This report is remarkable 
for the information that this galaxy of talented com- 
initteemen (including two super-experts) has not been 
able to give; perhaps the report has been arranged to 
form the basis of a suitable road for retreat, if after 
examination, worthy of the name, the scheme provés 
hopeless. It would appear that the only people who 
have given much study to a Severn scheme are three 
gentlemen whose names appear in small print at the 
foot of the first page; it is not unusual, however, in 
Government departments to annex the work of others 
with scant acknowledgment. 

From the practical point of view, before the war, coal 
power stations could compete in most cases with normal 
water- “power stations, except where coal was very dear ; 
that is to say. coal plus wages and interest charges 
was often equivalent to the usually higher interest 
charges on water-power plus the wages, transmission 
costs, and other incidentals. Quite recently Mr. 4. T. 
Smith, of the Castner-Kellner Alkali Co., said that before 
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the war, with Lancashire coal, his company was able to 
produce power more cheaply than was possible at 
Niagara. No doubt, with pre-war capital charges, 
existing water power is in a more favourable position 
than it was, but with existing capital charges for new 
work the thing seems to be the other way; if capital 
charges have risen more than the price of coal, the situa- 
tion regarding water power, and especially tidal power, 
is less favourable than it was. B 

The three reports are delightfully vague regarding 
capital cost and interest charges, but at present on these 
factors tidal schemes must stand or fall; nobody says 
that power cannot be generated. No amount of pretty 
talk and fashionable *' eyewash ’’ will prevent the pro- 
verbial '' brick coming through the gold foil if the 
scheme is not sound economically. The capital cost of 
works and machinery has gone up four to six times, and 
the interest on Government-guaranteed securities has 
about doubled, therefore interest charges must be 
reckoned as eight to twelve times those required in pre- 
war times; coal has gone up three to four times in most 
places. After allowing for the smaller capital cost of 
a steam power station, especially with, sav, 25,000-kW 
sets, as against, say, 1,500-kW low-speed water turbine 
sets with gearing and d.c. generators, rotaries, and 
other stand-by plant, things begin to look a little un- 
comfortable. It is exceedingly difficult to-day to get 
heavy manual outdoor work carried out efliciently, even 
by able-bodied unemployed, as has been shown in iron 
ore mines and in reclamation work on the East Coast. 
If machinery has to be used in large quantities, then the 
politically attractive unemployment relief idea largely 
falls to the ground. The capital cost, energy losses, 
and salaries bill for miles of low-speed turbines with 
silty water, the d.c. generating sets and gearing, the 
rotaries, step-up transformers, and the capital cost and 
low efficiency of the storage system capable of dealing 
with the maximum demand must make a poor show "' 
when capital charges are honestly allotted. No com- 
parison has been given regarding the cost of power 
generated from steam in the Wye district with duff coal 
or inferior fuel. | | 
If the scheme seems sufficiently attractive from. the 
political point of view, and that is the main thing that 
counts nowadays, the matter will be settled by the party 
Whips after a report, perhaps by a conveniently 
packed Commission, and not by impartial engineers 
of world-wide experience of actual water-power develop- 
ment. From beginning to end the whole scheme opens 
the door for log-rolling and chicanery; the original 
pamphlet, with its gush and political hints, indicates 
that very definitely. If the capital cost of the electrical 
branch comes out too high, millions will be debited 
to the wonderful dock scheme (as illustrated), to the 
motor road, or to the quadruple rail connection to 
carry the Welsh coal, or as a last resort, to the indus- 
trial Garden of Eden. If the scheme begins to fall flat, 
then opposition will be called lack of sympathy for the 
(unemployable section of the) unemployed. 

It should be noted that with electric traction fro, 
say, Patchway to Newport, the traffic through the Severn 
Tunnel could be largely increased; that a new bridge 
near Berkeley, or even a reconstructed Severn Bridge 
would carry motor traffic from places east of Swindon 
to South Wales bv a fairly direct route, and that if 
the traffic from Devon and Somerset to South Wales is 
so great, it is remarkable that more ferry traffic does 
not take place. 

Given honest dock labour, existing ports could carry 
much more traffic than they do; without the recon- 
struction of the Severn navigation and connecting 
canals, large barges of the Continental type could not 
reach the Midlands. No doubt, however, such prizes 
from the Geddes ‘‘ Christmas tree” will be dangled 
at the critical moment before the gullible public. — 

No real estimates of capital cost are given in any 
of the three papers, although in the first, presumably 
bv pure intuition, the cost of energy generated is 
stated to be something over jd. a unit, the available 
power being there stated as half a million with a peak 


load of a million horse-power. In these days other 
people's money is mere dross, especially when handled 
through mushroom syndicates, and to the modern type 
of Government post-war official, details and estimates 
are superfluous, for obvious reasons. 

In the old days, when a rank swindle was to be pro- 
moted it was usual to give some figures (even if con- 
veniently ''faked ), and lists of other companies and 
schemes were given which, more often than not, for 
reasons naturally undisclosed, were not comparable with 
the scheme to be '* puffed." In the first inspired Severn 
puff a list of large water-power installations was given, 
no mention being made that none of these were tidal] 
schemes, and it was not stated that in capital cost a 
waterfall plant was not comparable with any tidal 
plant, full use being made of the now fashionable 
economic suggestio falsi," although in the committee's 
report, which the general public is not likely to read, 
the absence of existing tidal schemes is pointed out. 

It should be noted that there is nothing new abouf 
the study of tidal schemes; something like two hundred 
patents have been taken out at home and abroad, and 
the reason why nothing was done before the war, when 
an honest day's work was conceivable, and Government 
money was available at about 3 per cent., and money 
for sound independent schemes at about 4 to 5 per cent., 
was that such a scheme could not be made to pay even 
in places where coal cost 30s. a ton or more. It should 
be pointed out, however, that at that time the nation 
had not available the services of the Transport Ministry 
with its ''distinguished engineers," or the Water- 
power Committee of specialists, the simultaneous assist- 
ance of the Central News, or the creative ability of the 
engineering artists on the staff of the Daily Mail, let 
alone the ''taxpayer's joy," the Government Wire- 


pulling and Publicity Staff ** Unlimited." 


The French Government, which has at its disposal 
some of the most distinguished water-power engineers 
in Europe, has not filled the popular Press of Paris with 
company promoters’ ‘‘tosh’’ first, and then begun to 
look into such minor details as capital cost afterwards, 
but has voted a sum of money for experiments on tidal 
turbines and tidal schemes, and the question is being 
examined by engineers whose names carry some weight 
in connection with water power. Such methods would 
naturally not appeal to those whose existence in Govern- 
ment employ has to be justified by advertisement; the 
French Government should send over to Whitehall to 
learn how to do these things properly. It is interesting 
to note that most schemes of tidal power abroad are 
based on double reservoirs and not on the single dam 
system. nS 

In the past Government interference has been little 
less than disastrous to the electrical industry, and if 
the way in which the Severn scheme has been put forward 
is to be taken as a guide for the future, the less White- 
hall interferes the better; if the scheme is sound, men 
of action will be found to carry it through; if it re- 
quires Government fireworks to make it popular, it 
ought to be left alone. : 

Until a comparatively high-speed, variable-head tur- 
bine with a constant speed, or a simple reliable generator 
producing three-phase current with a constant periodi- 
city with a variable speed is invented, it is very little 
use talking about a Severn scheme, especially as long 
as interest on money remains at its present level, and 
labour refuses, even with periodical bribes, to do an 
honest day’s work. There are few schemes in which 
engineering and finance are so completely intertwined 
as a tidal power proposition, and judging by the way it 
has been ‘‘ boosted,” for ulterior motives, one is entitled 
to say that ‘‘ fools rush in where angels fear to tread.“ 
A mixed scheme in which a railway, a roadway, a dock, 
an electricity supply, and unemployment are mixed up 
should be handled only by men of absolute impartiality 
with a reputation for large general engineering and 
hydraulic power schemes; and apart from a grant for 
independent study, no more advertising stunts“ 
should be allowed until figures and plans are produced 
and published which will bear investigation 
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THE ELECTROLYTIC STERILISING 
OF WATER. 


[ COMMUNIOATED. | 


IT is interesting to note the keen go-ahead methods of our 
Colonies, Towards the end of the war period, a large 
Colonial dairy, having seen an account of the electrolytic 
sterilising of water, telegraphed without further parley for a 
plant to be sent out, which was the forerunner of many 
similar installations. In this country there is a much 


larger field for water sterilising, yet it remains practically 
untouched. , 

There. are many systems to choose from, bat the elec- 
trolyser has strong claims for favourable consideration. 
Bleaching-powder solution and chlorine gas have been 
employed with success, but they impart a nauseous taste to 
the water, calling for a further dechlorinating process, 
which is unnecessary where the type of electrolyser which 
produces neutral bypochlorite is employed. The hypo- 
chlorite are essentially unstable, particularly so when 
neutral, and for this reason they are eminently suited to the 
sterilisation of drinking water, as any slight excess 
employed — and it is necessary, for complete sterilisation, to 
employ an excess—which does not combine with organic 
matter is quickly decomposed by sunlight into hydro- 
chloric acid and oxygen ; there is then no free chlorine 
left to impart an unpleasant taste to the water. The 
amount of hydrochloric acid in the water is negligible ; the 
total quantity of hypochlorous acid employed is only 0:5 
part per million, and by far the larger portion of this com. 

ines with organic matter, leaving probably only 1 part in- 
10 millions to be decomposed. | 

The importance of pure water in industry is not always 
readily recognised, particularly where it is fairly clean ; yet 
water which is charged with peaty or vegetable matter is 
known to be a fruitful cause of pitting and corrosion in 
boilers. Water drawn from reservoirs where weeds flourish 
is unfit for humidifying rooms where manufacturing pro- 
cesses are carried on, as it is apt to impart an unpleasant 
odour to the air; such water is also unfit for making tea, 
or drinking generally. Where there are weeds there will be 
snails, and other organisms ; the snails get into the pipes 
and under valve seatings, the weeds are drawn into the 

ipes and choke them. The transparent eggs have been 
own to produce strange markings on cloth which is being 
finished, and mildew spores carried by water cause trouble 
in the material under treatment, and in the woodwork of the 
establishment. 

Water which is clear and free from odour, is often 
seriously contaminated, and is the means of spreading 
epidemics ; cattle drinking it apparently do not suffer, but 
cows convey the diseases in their milk. Fluke in sheep is 
liable to be conveyed by water, hence the farmer, quite as 
much as the manufacturer, has every reason to examine the 
purity pf his water supply. Electrolysers can be profitably 
employed wherever there is a few horse-power to epare, 
as rough coarse salt, the other requisite, is always avui'uble. 
Skilled supervision is not demanded: ordinary tteady 
workmen asa rule are perfectly capable of attending to the 

lant. 
i There are many other uses to which this harmless 
Bterilising agent may be put. For example, a little of the 
liquor added to the water employed in washing bacon assista 
in removing the slime and rancid flavour; it also prevents 
fish from becoming tainted so soon in hot weather, and this 
process is preferable to some of the methods employed. 

The electrolyser is largely employed in laundries, the 
liquor used being an excellent bleaching agent, which does 
not injure the clothes, and removes the odious smell of 
perspiration which remains as the result of imperfect 
rinsing. In hospitals it sterilises infected clothing, and the 
liquor is used for flushing drains, replacing expensive 
disinfectants. For bleaching cotton and linen, it rivals the 
old grass bleach, and it is also the most suitable medium 
for bleaching cotton-wool, surgical gauze, &c. 


THE FARADAY SOCIETY. 


THE ATOMIC THEORY AND THE STRUCTURE OF IRON. 


A PAPER presented to the Faraday Society at the December 
meeting by Prof. E. D. CAMPBELL, of the University of 
Michigan, on '' A Force Field Dissociation Theory of Solution 
Applied to some Properties of Steel," led to an interesting dis- 
cussion on atomic structure generally. The paper was pre- 
sented and the discussion initiated by Dr. A. E. OxLEVY, who 
has in recent years put forward suggestive ideas on the struc- 
ture of the atom which physicists will have to take seriously 
into consideration. | 

The central idea of Prof. Campbell's paper is that steel is a 
solid solution of carbides in iron, and that there is no essen- 
tial difference between a liquid solution and a solid solution. 
He considers that the use of the latter term is largely to blame 
for the unnecessary obscurity that has arisen as regards the 
constitution of alloys, while a subsidiary cause has been the 
difference in the mode of expressing the composition of alloys 
and of ordinary solutions. In the former case percentage by 
weight has been the vogue; in the latter the far more 
scientific procedure has been adopted of molecular or atomic 
concentration per unit volume. The transformation from 
one to the other is a simple process, and Prof. Campbell re- 
draws a portion of the ordinary iron-carbon diagram with 
composition expressed in milligram atoms per centimetre cube. 
It is not, however, the Arrhenius dissociation theory which 
Prof. Campbell adopts for ordinary solutions and applies to the 
case of steel—he considers that entirely untenable for a solvent 
that is not a dielectric but a conductor. (He overlooks the fact 
that this constitutes a genuine difference between an aqueous 
solution and an alloy.) Instead, a theory first put forward in 
1915 independently by Prof. E. C. C. Baly in this country and 
Prof. Campbell himself in America is described, and shown to 
he closely applicable to the case of steel and capable of explain- 
ing its properties, and in particular the effect of the alloying 
constituent on its electrical resistivity. This so-called '' Force- 
Field Dissociation Theory postulates that in a molecule the 
electromagnetic field of force associated with the constituent 
atoms is normally closed in combination in the molecule. In 
solution, however, the force field is more or less opened out by 
the solvent, to a degree depending on concentration and on 
the composition of solvent and solute. It is to the field of force 
thus set up outside the molecule of solute that the reactivity 
of ions 1s due, and not to electric charges as in the Arrhenius 
theory. It is the products of ionic dissociation of carbides in 
solution which react when a p.d. is set up in steel, and 
electronic motion of electricity 18 converted into atomic or 
molecular motion of sensible heat, while conductance of the 
electric current takes place through the solvent iron. Thus the 
products of ionic dissociation in a metallic solution are capable 
of reacting with electrical energy just as truly as are the ions 
in an aqueous solution, but the result of the reactivity is elec- 
trical resistance in the former case and conductance in the 
latter case; the reversal of the phenomena being solely due to 
the solvent being a conductor in one case and in the other a 
dielectric. ; 

Dr. OXLEY, in commenting on Prof. Campbell’s theory, 
agreed that a stray electromagnetie field would exist outside 
but close up to an atom or molecule that on the whole was 
electrically neutral, but he did not think that force field waa 
competent to account for the phenomena of solution— 
Arrhenius's dissociated ions were required in addition. That 
he thought was proved by the evidence for the lattice structure 
of crystals which the well-known work of the Braggs had led 
up to. On the other hand, the phenomena of diamagnetism 
and paramagnetism did require that in an atom there should 
reside something which acted as a unit of magnetism, a mag- 
neton, as well as the electron unit of electricity. Thus, the 
Rutherford-Bohr ' solar system " atom, which admirably 
explained spectral phenomena, failed utterly to account for the 
diamagnetic or paramagnetic properties of matter. Dr. Oxley 
then outlined his own modification of Langmuir's cubic atom 
theory, which imagined that the nucleus and electrons were 
arranged in a sort of cubic formation, the electrons being at 
the corners of the cube. This theory had been brilliantly 
successful in explaining chemical atfinity and many physico- 
chemical properties of matter. It was only necessary—Dr. 
Oxley suggested—to suppose that the electrons instead of being 
fixed rotated in tinv orbits round their central positions, or 
were themselves little vortices or rings, to have the required 
unit of magnetism, and it could easily seen how the mag- 
netic properties of matter would fall into the scheme. Unfor- 
tunately, to work out this theory completely and quantitatively 
presented formidable mathematical difficulties at present. 

The all too short remainder of the evening was given to the 
hearing of a very excellent and suggestive paper bearing on 
the same subject by Mr. A. L. Norbury, entitled The Elec- 
trical Resistivity of Dilute Metalhe Solutions.” It is of in- 
terest to note in passing that Mr. Norbury pace Prof. Campbell 
strongly advocated the retention of the term and the idea of 
solid solution— to distinguish it from the liquid or molten 
metallic solution. The starting-point of Mr. Norbury’s concep- 
tion of metallic solid solutions—or alloys—is the well-known 
fact that a small quantity of impurity in solid solution in a 
metal causes a large increase in the electrical] resistivity of a 

ure metal. With enormous industry Mr. Norbury has col- 
ected all existing data in this connection and plotting resis - 
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tivity against composition expressed in terma of atomic concen- 
tration (in this he yields to Prof. Campbell’s requirements) he 
has arrived at relationships of very great interest. 

Dealing for the moment with individual alloys, we find a 
broad distinction between those in which the constituents are 
mutually insoluble and those in which continuous solid solu- 
tions are formed. In the former case each crystal grain may 
be regarded as a separate conductor. In so far as the arrange- 
ment of grains tends to be in the nature of conductors arranged 
in parallel the conductivity is a linear function of the com- 
position; in so far as they tend to be arranged in series the 
resiativity is a linear function of the composition. In the latter 
case the initial additions of solute normally cause a linear in- 
crease in the resistivity of the metallic solvent. Cold work and 
variations in grain size have little effect on the resistivity of 
pure metals. In the case of binary alloys the grain size has 
an increasingly large influence, as the number of atoms form- 
ing the crystal boundaries becomes comparable with the total 
number of atoms present. 

The most important section of the paper dealt with the effects 
of various elements in the resistivities of iron, nickel, palla- 
dium, platinum, copper, silver, gold, magnesium, cadmium, 
sodium and potassium. The generalisation arrived at will be 
best appreciated by reference to the accompanving figure. The 
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THE ATOMIC EFFECTS OF VARIOUS. ELEMENTS ON THE ELECTRICAL 
RESISTIVITIES OF COPPER, SILVER, GOLD, MAGNESIUM AND 
CADMIUM. 


(The uprights indicate: Increase in the Resistivity of the pure 
Solvent (in microhms per centimetre cube) due to the Pre- 
sence in Solution of 1.0 Atomic per cent. Added Element. 
05 patrons thus x, Molten Solutions thus * at 1100°— 
1400*. 


results should really be plotted in three dimensions, the dimen- 
sion not indicated being that showing the vertical arrangement 
of the elements in the Periodic Table. In order, however, that 
the vertical positions may be more readily imagined, the atomic 
numbers are written in under each of the solute elements. 

It will be noted that the atomic effects of the solutes are 
plotted against the positions in the Periodic Table, and the re- 
markable result is brought out, that the atomic effect of a 
solute on the resistivity of a metallic solvent is large or small 
according as the solute is far from or near the solvent in the 
Periodic Table. Many other interesting relationships can be 
deduced, but for the discussion of these reference must be 
made to the full text of Mr. Norbury's paper. They all bear 
on the generalisation that the atomic resistivity effects of 
various elements as solutes in solid solution in a metal are large 
or small according as the solute differs from or resembles the 
solvent in some atomic property. N 

Various atomic properties were examined in an endeavour to 
find which of them would explain the resulte. Atomic volumes, 
intrinsic preesures, electrical resistivities, thermo-electric pro- 


perties and decomposition potentials failed to do so. It is sug- 
gested that the results may be explained by assuming that the 
relative atomic effects are small when there is little electrical 
attraction between the atoms of solute and solvent, and large 
as this attraction becomes greater. 

If one atom of solute in a very dilute solid solution is pictured, 
and if, for example, the face-centred cube lattice is assumed, it 
is known from the work of W. H. and W. L. Bragg that this 
atom of solute is surrounded by twelve equidistant atoms of 
solvent. It is thought that the solute atom will not be attached, 
providing the solution is sufficiently dilute, to any one of the 
twelve surrounding atoms in particular, although there may be 
strong affinity forces at work tending to cause such com- 
bination. 

The above non-formation of inter-metallic compounds will, 
however, only occur in very dilute solutions. As the solutions 
become more concentrated some of the atoms of solute will 
tend to combine with (that is to say, a transference or re- 
grouping of electrons will take place) definite atoms of solvent 
to form inter-metallic compounds. It is noteworthy that the 
useful alloys, those with good mechanical qualities, do not 
contain intermetallic compounds, but consist purely of solid 
solution. 

The generally accepted view on metallic conduction is that 
metals conduct an electric current by means of their free 
electrons. It seems in accordance, therefore, with the above 


view to explain the relatively enormous effects produced on a 


metallic conductor by the introduction of a few foreign atoms, 
by assuming that the increased resistivity is due to the solute 
atoms exerting restraining forces on the electrons of the neigh- 
bouring atoms of the solvent and vice versa. 

To take an actual case, the fact that the addition of 1.0 
atomic per cent. arsenic sends the specific resistivity of copper 
up by four or five microhms (this effect is apparently almost 
equally great near absolute zero where the resistivity of pure 
copper approaches 0.0) makes it seem very probable that each 
arsenic atom is exerting a very considerable influence on the 
resistivity of a large number of the surrounding copper atoms. 
It is thought that it would be difficult to explain such a rela- 
tively large influence unless it is assumed that the electrons in 
a large number of the copper atoms are being affected. : 

We are glad to learn that Mr. Norbury is continuing his 
excellent work, and is ipie out experiments which will 
enable him to fill up some of the gaps in existing data. He 
will then be in a position to put his views to a strict quantita- 
tive test, and thus help to throw more light on phenomena 
that are not only of great theoretical interest but bear closely 
on matters of technical importance. . 


THE PHYSICAL SOCIETY’S EXHIBITION. 


(Continued from page 40.) 


Messrs. Siemens Bros. & Co., Lrp., showed about half a 
dozen instruments which included. different: patterns of tem- 
perature indicators; a suspended-coil temperature recorder, 
titted with a continuous chart roll: driven by clockwork, and 
suitable for use with thermo-couples or resistance thermo- 
meters; and a locomotive pyrometer for measuring the tem- 
perature of superheated steam. 

Messrs. NEWTON & Co, exhibited a selection of optical 
lanterns for educational purposes, which although not new 
have been remodelled. Arc lanterns were demonstrated which 
are suitable for ordinary work as well as open-stage, vertical, 
and opaque projection. Various attachments were also shown 
by the use of which the lantern can be adapted for use with 
a low-power projection microscope, polariscope, micro-polari- 
scope, and spectroscope. The Episcope was specially con- 
structed for the projection of opaque objects, such as diagrams, 
maps, and small natural objects. In the lantern shown a 
drawing up to 27 in. wide and of indefinite length could be 
placed in position, the actual field of projection being about 
11 in. square. An attachment was provided so that ordinary 
slides could be used as well, and two high-c.p. gasfilled lamps 
supply the light. 

Messrs. CHAN E BROTHERS & Co., Ltp., demonstrated cer- 
tain properties of ultra-violet light, isolated by the use of their 
special glass, particularly with reference to the effect on the 
eye, and the protection from the rays which may be afforded 
by Crookes and certain coloured glass. The subject is of special 
significance in connection with the protection of operators 
performing electric welding. A sample of " Daylight ” glass 
was shown, which is claimed to give a daylight effect when 
used in conjunction with gasfilled tungsten lamps. Another 
interesting exhibit was the glassware of high thermal endur- 
ance: it was demonstrated that water can be squirted on to 
this glass when the latter is heated to a high temperature, 
without causing any injurious effects whatever. 


Messrs. CREED & Co., Imp., demonstrated the reception and 
automatic printing of wireless messages in Roman characters. 
Mr. F. G. Creed's ingenious method is the only one that has 
been adapted to print wireless messages. The system consists 
of a combination of existing Creed eae telegraph 
apparatus working in conjunction with groups thermionio 
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valves. The message is first translated into the Morse code 
by perforating a strip of paper in a keyboard device so con- 
trived that each key punches the strip, by means of a solenoid- 
operated mechanism, with the Morse equivalent of the letter 
in question. The strip is fed to the transmitter which sends 
out Morse dots and dashes, the latter actuating a transmitting 
contact maker. Several sizes of transmitter have been 
developed, including one which is worked by an electro- 
pneumatic relay and which is capable of dealing with as much 
as 300 kW; it has eight sets of contacts each breaking under 
an air blast. Reception is by thermionic valve, and the in- 
coming messages are amplified considerably by means of valves 
in cascade. Current impulses are thus supplied to the relay 
magnet of a Creed receiving perforator of the same type as 
those used in line telegraphy and operated by compressed air; 
the working speed may be up to 200 words per minute. This 
is an interesting device, but an electrically-driven pattern is 
now being produced on a mechanical principle which is stated 
to be simpler, more compact, and which will dispense with the 
use of compressed air, The strip from the receiving perforator, 
still in the Morse code and the exact counterpart of that used 
at the transmitting station, is next fed to the Creed printer for 
translation into Roman characters. This is a purely mechanical 
device, and forms an automatic typewriter controlled entirely 
by the position of the holes in the perforated strip; the work- 
ing speed is 120 words per minute, and it is a remarkable 
piece of apparatus. The whole apparatus is driven by an elec- 
tric motor, so that no external source of compressed air is 
required. An improved form of printer has also been developed 
which does not employ compressed air, is more compact, and 
has a higher printing speed, but it has not vet been adapted 
to wireless reception. The Creed system of wireless reception, 


using compressed air, is capable of dealing with a transmission . 


speed of 150 words per minute. "This speed is in excess of that 
of the printer, but the improved printer will be able to keep 
pace with the receiver and deal with a 50 per cent. increase in 
"transmission speed. 


THE CAMBRIDGE & PAUL INSTRUMENT Co., LrD., besides other 
instruments, included in its exhibit a Rosenhain inverse rate 
recalescence curve tracer (fig. 4), which was.designed to allow 
of the semi-automatic plotting of '' inverse rate heating and 
cooling curves. In such curves the quantity plotted is the 
time taken by the specimen to heat or cool through successive 


Fia. 4.—THe ROSENHAIN PLOTTING CHRONOGRAPH. 


equal temperature intervals, and the use of this instrument 
does away with the laborious plotting by hand of the time 
intervals obtained by the use of an ordinary chronograph. 
The recorder consists of a revolving drum, carrying a chart, 
over which the recording pen moves at a definite rate. -At 
the end of each time interval, when the observer taps a key, 
the pen marks the chart, indicating its position, and is 
immediately afterwards returned ‘to zero, while the drum 
is simultaneously advanced one step. After a short period of 
rest, introduced in order that the times of the forward 
movements of the pen shall not be altered by the varying 
times taken by the pen in returning to rest after long or 
short deflections, the pen once again moves forward at a 
steady rate until its progress is stopped by the observer again 
tapping the key at the end of the next temperature interval. 
Curves are obtained on an open. scale, the rate of travel of 
the pen being usually 8 mm. per second. A two-speed arrange- 
ment is, however, provided, to reduce the speed of the pen 
to one-quarter of this when the pen has reached the middle 
of the drum. This is necessary on account of the fact that 
long arrests in the heating or cooling process may .occur, and 
during these the pen at the normal rate of travel would be 
cited a greater distance than the width of the drum. 


The details of the driving mechanism are as follows: Two 
vertical spindles, each carrying small disks, are revolved- in 
opposite directions at constant speeds, the speed in one case 
being more than ten times that in the other, of which the 

riphery moves 3 mm. per second. Running on guides 

‘tween these two disks is a light wooden bar, carrying the 
pen, below which is the drum. Normally, the bar is held by 
a spring against the slowly moving disk, and the pen travels 
outwards over the surface of the drum at the rate of 3 mm. 
per second. When, however, the tapping key is pressed, an 
electro-magnet is excited which overeomes the tension of the 
spring and presses the bar against the quickly moving disk, 
causing it to return at high speed to the zero position. In 
order to provide the period of rest referred to above, the 
electric 1nagnet, being once excited, is caused to remain in 


action for a definite period before the pen arm is allowed to 
start on its return journey. The two-speed arrangement 
is secured by mounting a second driving disk of smaller dia- 
meter on the same spindle as the first. ‘The wooden bar is so 
shaped that for a distance equal to half the width of the drum 
it bears against the large disk, but after that the bearing 
is upon the small disk, with a corresponding reduction in 
the speed of travel. 

The machine running recorder exhibited was designed for 
Messrs. J. & A. D. Grimond, Ltd., Dundee, for recording 
the number and duration of stoppages of 50 textile machines. 
Each machine is connected up to the instrument in such a 
way that when the machine stops an electrical circuit is 
completed to contacts in the instrument, each of the 50 
machines being connected to one of the 50 contact studs 
arranged in a circle, as seen in fig. 5. A rotating switch runs 
over the 50 contact studs, being driven by a small electric 
motor of 4 h.p., and so geared that it passes over all the 
contacts once in six seconds. The records are made on a 
continuous paper chart, passing over a brass cylinder, by 
means of an inked roller carried at the end of an arm swinging 
across the surface of the chart. A cam on the main spindle 
which carries the rotating switch causes the recording arm 
to swing completely across the paper from right to left as the 
switch passes across the 50 contacts, and returns the arm to 
the extreme right-hand position before the switch again starts 
to travel across the contacts. If none of the contacts is 
energised, i.e., if all the machines are in operation, the inked 
roller does not touch the chart, but when the circuit is com- 
pleted by the stoppage of one of the machines, an electro- 
magnet on the recording arm is energised, causing the inked 
roller to be momentarily pulled downwards and mark the 
chart. If this contact is still closed when the switch next 
passes the corresponding contact stud, the roller will be once 
more pressed on to the chart, which is moved forward a short 
distance after each revolution of the contact switch. Con- 
sequently a series of marks, forming a straight black line 
on the chart, is made during the whole time any machine is 
out of operation. 

The instantaneous photometer shown was designed for the 
Admiralty in conjunction with the staff of H.M.S. Vernon for 
measuring the instantaneous candle power of an electric lamp 
when it is lighted up or going out. The comparison is always 
made with a similar lamp, which has been previously cali- 
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Fia. 5.—MACHINE RUNNING RECORDER. 


brated with varying currents in an ordinary photometer. The , 
lamp to be measured is placed in an upper box and the com- 
parison lamp in a lower box; the comparison lamp is then 
run steadily with different currents below and up to its normal 
current. The insides of the boxes are painted white, and 
the two lamps illuminate slits covered with opal glass. Dis- 
regarding the effect of the shutter for the moment, light from 
these two slits passes through two cylindrical prisms with 
vertical axes to a double prism with horizontal axis in the eye- 
piece, and the light then passes in two nearly parallel beams 
to the eye. The latter prem is observed through an ordinary 
eyepiece, so that the observer sees two adjacent rectangular 
fields, the upper illuminated by the lower comparison lamp, 
and the lower by the lamp under test. The revolving shutter 
carries another pair of slits. Light only reaches the eye when 
fhe two pairs of slits come into line with the eyepiece, so that 
the eye only perceives flashes lasting about 0.001 second. The 
Two revolving slits are independently adjustable on both sides 
so that the two flashes can be made simultaneous and of 
equal duration. To avoid carrying the obscuring screen com- 
pletely round, a second shutter obscures the lamps when the 
revolving slits are far away from their operating position, 
the secondary shutter being opened by the revolving slits in 
good time before the slits themselves come into action. The 
revolving shutter also carries a cam which operates the switch 
controlling the lamp under test. The contacts are carried 
on a large wheel under the revolving siit. By rotating this 
wheel the position of the contacts is moved so that the cam 
lights up or, alternatively, switches off the lamp at a varying 
interval before the shutters open. As the motor revolving the 
shutter and cam is fitted with a centrifugal governor, the 
speed of revolution is constant at 30 r.p m., and the wheel 
carrying the contacts can be calibrated accurately in units 
of time. One half of the wheel is calibrated with white 
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figures in hundredths of a second, from 0 to 1 second, repre- 
senting intervals of. time after lighting up, and the other half 
of the wheel is similarly calibrated in red to represent intervals 
of time after switehing off. 

Other instruments shown were totally-enclosed pyrometer 
indicators, a MeGregor-Morris anemometer (ELEC. Rev., Sep- 
tember 10th, 1920, p. 345), a Cambridge thread recorder, 
a six-string galvanometer, an electrical CO, indicator (Shake- 
spear patent), &c. 


THE Cox-CAVENDISH ELECTRICAL Co., Lro., exhibited X-ray 
equipment for the routine examination of materials of low 
density by means of a conveyor band which is made to pass 
beneath the screen. A new X-ray plate was also shown by the 


use of which it is claimed that exposures may be reduced to 
1/25th of the normal. 


Messrs. CUTHBERT ANDKEWS’S exhibit consisted of a show 
case containing a number of modern X-ray tubes of British 
manufacture, together with protective devices, such as aprons, 
gloves, masks, &c. There were also shown electrodes for use 
in high- frequency treatinent, and an improved Walter pattern 
of penetrometer for estimating the penetration of X-ray tubes; 
a practical demonstration of the making of small pieces of 
bench-blown glassware was given. * 


Tag FosTER- [INSTRUMENT Co. — Everything on this firm's 
stand was shown working. A portable pyronieter indicator of 
" Resilia " construction, was mounted upon a bumping ” 
Stand to demonstrate its robustness; it was calibrated for a 
Hoskin’s alloy thermocouple outtit. A special spring mount- 
ing was utilised in the millivoltmeter shown to provide a 
very open scale, allowing fine readings without the errors 
possibly introduced by set- -up zeros; the readings may be 
made with ease to 0.2 per cent. of the scale. The instrument, 
which was fitted with an enclosed rotary switch and a lamp 
for illumination, was mounted on a swivel bracket and 
calibrated as an indicator for platinum-platinum-rhodium 
thermo couples. Various other pyrometric outfits and acces- 
sories were shown in addition to a Huinfrey autographic 
notched bat and an Eden- Foster repeated impact testing 

machines. 


Messrs. Crompton & Co., LTD., claim special antc 
for Robertson's combination bridge and potentiometer, which 
was designed for educational laboratories to meet the double 
purpose of an ordinary four-gap slide-wire bridge and a simple 
form of potentiometer; the list of experiments which can be 
carried out by means of the apparatus is extensive. The 
stroboscopic vibrator that was demonstrated consisted of an 
electrically-maintained tuning fork of large size, which was 
arranged to periodically admit light to the eye or to the body 
in motion. It can be driven by energy derived from two 
storage cells, and can be started by gradually turning the 
regulating screw until the platinum contacts touch, and the 
amplitude of the vibrator can be adjusted by the same screw. 
Each limb of the fork is surmounted by an aluminium vane 
in which slits are cut; by means of two thin slits, each equal 
t the amplitude of the arms, placed directly opposite when 
the fork is at rest, slit vision can be obtained giving glimpse 
frequencies of 12,000 per. minute. By means of the second 
slit. which is normally covered by the edge of the vane, but 
which is periodfrally uncovered when the vibrator is in action, 
edge frequencies of 6,000 per minute can be obtained. The 
firm's low-voltage: potentiometer for pyrometry has several 
novel featyres, the chief of which is that the standard resist- 
ance coils are made of manganin. and all the connecting 
studs for contacts of copper, thus ensuring freedom from 
thermo-electric forces within the instrument itself. The 
range is up to 20 mV, but a change-over switch is provided 
for converting the instrument into a standard potentiometer 
with a range up to 2 volts. The Kelvin bridge shown had 
both variable ratios and variable standard. Variation is 
obtained by means of switches under glass, and the coils and 
slide are inside the box, but can be inspected by removing 
the sliding bottom. 


Messrs. Everett, Epccumse & Co., Ltp.—This exhibit, 
although not as large as we have known it in past years, 
nevertheless showed a wide range of measuring instruments, 
from the 2-in. dwarf pattern for X-ray and medical require- 
ments to the 18-in. illumiuated-dial sector for use in large 
power stations. The ''Metrohm ” insulation testing set, in- 
corporating a self-contained hand generator, has a particularly 
long and open scale, and the resistance metrohm "’ or direct- 
reading ohmmeter can be supplied for any range of resist- 
ance. Other exhibits included frequency meters of the 
moving-iron and resonance types, rotary syochronisers, relays, 
graphic recording instruments, and measuring instruments 
of various patterns. The rotary pattern of power-factor 
meter is particularly suitable in cases where the flow of power 
is liable to change its direction, and the precision with which 
the reed is picked out in the vibration tachometer, which is 
based on the principle that the speed of a rotating machine 
is determined by the vibration of a tuned reed resonating 
with the periodie vibration of the machine, is remarkable. 
he Luxometer hand photometer. by means of which 
candle power, illumination, brightness, and window efficien- 
cies can ' measured seems likely to he of considerable 


assistance in connection with factory lighting. It is claimed 


that the instrument affords & reliable guide to the efficiency 
of daylight AENEA: 


Tug WESTON ELECTRICAL INSTRUMENT Co., ID., exhibited 
pivoted moving-coil and dynamometer types af laboratory in- 
struments with an accuracy, it was claimed, of at least 1/10 
of 1 per cent. either in d.c. or a.c. circuits of any frequency 
up to 133 cycles per second. Portable precision current and 
potential transformers were shown for usé with the standard 
testing and measuring instruments; the latter are said to 
have a normal accuracy of 4 per cent. of the full scale reading. 
Other exhibits comprised pyro milli-voltmeters for use in 
connection with thermo couples, and sensitive pivoted moving- 
col micro-ammeters, in addition to various patterns of d.c. 
and a.c. switchboard instruments, and thermo ammeters and 
galvanometers for radio frequencies. The miniature precision 
d.c. instruments showed exceptional mechanical construction 
and finish; the moving system weighs only about 5 grains, and 
the pointers used are made of specialy drawn aluminium 
PUE which has a wall thickness of under 0.001 in. The 
tail o 
500 threads to the inch, so as to carry the small balance 
weights which are used for the accurate balancing of the 
movement. 


THE ZENITH MANUFACTURING Co. showed a range of standard 
resistances of various types, and tandem  projector-arc re- 
sistances arranged to work two arcs alternately and maintain 
the load constant on the generator. Magnetic rectifiers were 
shown in operation; hee are suitable for rectifying either 


one or both halves of the complete a.c. cycle, and the latest 


pattern is fitted with a device which ensures that the charg- 
ing current will flow in the correct direction independently 
of the wav in which the accumulator cells are connected as 
regards polarity. 


THe CONCORDIA EIMER Wing Co., Lro., had a show case 
containing wire suitable for a variety of uses and covered 
with different substances. Samples of nickel-chrome wire 
and ribbon such as is used in the manufacture of elements 
for heatiny and cooking apparatus were also on view. 


(To be concluded.) | 
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THE GERMAN ELECTRICAL AND STEEL 
COMBINATION. 


THE Shareholders in the two German electrical companies 


the pointer is 0.01 in. in diameter, and is threaded with 


which are entering into a community of interests with coal 


and steel companies—the Gelsenkirchen Colliery Co. and the 
Deutsch-Luxemburg Mining & Ironworks Co.—have now ap- 


proved the terms of the agreement of the. proposed asocia- 


tion. At the meeting of the Schuckert-Electricity Co., on 
December 25th, the method of pooling the net profits was 
explained. It was stated, for instance, that the Gelsenkirchen 
Co., the Deutsch- Luxemburg Co., and Siemens & Halske Co. 
would each receive 100 parts of the protits, while the Schuc- 
kert Co. would participate to the extent of 45 parts. The 
meeting decided to issue 6 per cent. preference shares for 
10,000,000 marks. 

The speech delivered by Herr C. F. von Siemens at the 
meeting of the Siemens & Halske Co., on December 23th, of 

which an abstract is given below, should be premised by an 
py planation of the terms used with reference to vertical and 
horizontal communities of interests. The latter are associa- 
tions of interests of firms producing the same or similar classes 
of products, while the former comprise amalgamations or 
interconnections of works whose products complement each 
other, and lead from raw materials up to highly finished 
manufactures. The meeting sanctioned an increase in the 
share capital by 4,000,000 marks to 130,000,000 marks, and the 
issue of 6 per cent. preference shares for 130,000,000 marks. 


HERR VON SIEMENS’S VIEWS. 


Herr C. F. von Siemens, dealing first with the advantages 
expected from a close co-operation between various branches 


of industry, stated that the solution of coming vears and the 


distant future was represented by the highest technical de- 
velopment of material taking into consideration that its firial 
object was the maximum economic utilisation. In such 
technical progress would also be found the economic forces 


which would render it possible again to take up the contest 


in the markets of the world, and combinations must take 
place for that purpose. It would, however, be impossible to 
decide in general whether the "vertical or the horizontal 
structure was the more correct. The company had reached 
tHe conviction that in the present case, and without falling 


into the errors of a fixed mould, the principle of the vertical ' 


combination must be adopted, as it was necessary in present 
times, 


both for the producer of raw materials and of mi- 


finished products, to occupy himself more fullv with their 


conversion into manufactures. At present, wher intelligence 
and valuable human labour only remained in their posaession, 
they must. take care that the little material thev could derive 
from the soil was placed on the world’s markets only in ^ 


labour. Tt wonld he impossible for the Germans to create a 
world monopoly. At the most they conld build up artifici 
monopolies in the country, but onlv in certain cases wou 
these 951815 8 better utilisation of the material, aud thereby 


highly improved or finished condition embodying a lot of - 
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a cheapening of the final product. A combination in common 
progressive work between individual vertical members of 
industrial life was no monopoly and no restriction of any 
kind whatever; it sought for its superiority in free competi- 
tion at home and abroad solely in technical and economic 
perfection. An inland monopoly would only receive an in- 
centive to progress when it had to fight against other foreign 
monopolies in the world's markets. 

Coming to consider the essential points of the agreement 
forming the community of interests, Herr von Siemens ex- 
plained that unceasing co-operation could only be guaranteed 
when an internal economic unit had been created which 
worked solely according to technical and economic points of 
view, and excluded separate financial interests. As a con- 
sequence the fundamental tendency of the agreement was 
that all the companies could only have a common economic 
object; and precautions had also been taken that separate 
advantages could not be created through a dissolution. The 
common economic interests would be formally watched over 
by & head organisation bearing the name of the Siemens- 
Rhine-Elbe-Schuckert Union, which would be specially con- 
cerned with the guiding lines for the general business policy 
and the financial measures. In the first place, consideration 
had been given to the necessity of leaving freedom of 
action to the individual members, and therefore the feeling of 
responsibility of their managers was fully maintained. e 
internal co-operation was to be attained by an interchange 
of directors between the companies. As to the question of the 


distribution of profits, the chairman stated that precise values 
could not be determined in present times owing to the con- 
tinually changing values. It had, however, been agreed that 
each partner should have the same share in the financial 
proceeds with the exception of the Schuckert Co., which as a 
result of being a smaller undertaking, would receive 0.45 of 
one share instead of a full share. 

The chairman proceeded to state that the community of 
interests conferred an enlarged security on the shareholders, 
as the risk was divided in a double respect, namely, according 
to professional and territorial points of view. If political diffi- 
culties arose in one part of the country which hindered an 
economic conduct of business, it could probably be assumed 
that this would not be the case in other districts, and the 
industry would be maintained at least in some parts of the 
community. Financial economic advantages would result from 
the better distribution of the stocks of raw materials and ot 
semi-finished products. There was no intention of obtaining 
the requirements of one undertaking exclusively from the 
others. The mutual requisitions of materials in the best 
case would only form a small part of the total production of 
the individual members, but the agreement ensured the 
procuring of raw materials in times of extreme scarcity. In 
conclusion, the chairman expressed the hope that through this 
close connection between the old Mark, Rhineland, and South 
Germany, a new bond would be formed between important 
parts of the country, which would show the world that the 
Germans were united and wished always to remain united. 


NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, 


FITTINGS AND PLANT, 


Readers are invited to submit particulars of mew or improved devices and apparatus, which will be published 
if censidered of sufficient interest, 


A Handy Concrete Mixer. 


Labour is such an important item in present-day building 
costs that it pays to use machinery even on a comparatively 
minor operation. That this is being recognised is proved by 
the popu IY of small concrete mixers, which are being 
successfully used under circumstances which would have been 
considered impossible a few years ago. The Westminster Elec- 
tric Supply Corporation, Ltd., has recently purchased a Jaeger 
concrete mixer for use on the building and street works which 
the company has frequently to carry out; the Corporation 
undertakes its own contracting, and the accompanying illus- 
tration shows the mixer in use on the reconstruction of the 
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Fic. 1.—JaEGER CONCRETE MIXER IN USE. 


boiler house at Eccleston Place, where certain steam-raising 
plant is being removed to make way for transformer chambers 
—this being part of the scheme for converting the old steam 
generating station at Eccleston Place into a sub-station. It is 
anticipated that the mixer will be of considerable use in con- 
nection with the foundations for new machines, and for con- 
creting in the long runs of trench work required for mains 
extensions. 

The Jaeger concrete mixer referred to, which is supplied by 
Messrs. MILLARS’ TIMBER AND TRADING Co., Lrp., of Pinners’ 
Hall, E.O.2, is, on account of the ease with which it can be 
moved from one job to another, particularly adapted for such 
work as that undertaken by the large electricity undertakings, 
where, as a general rule, and especially as regards work carried 
out in public thoroughfares, speed is essential. 


A Mercury Circuit Breaker. 


Tue AssoLuTE Oon-Tao-Tor Co., of Chicago, has placed on 
the market a hermetically sealed circuit-breaking device which 
can be used as a switch or to make and break an electric 
circuit rapidly. The contactor (fig. 2) consiste of a glass tube 
containing & certain quantity of . an inert gas to 
prevent oxidation or combustion, and two central electrodes 


with a gap between. The electrodes are connected to outside 
brass caps at each end of the tube. The simplest type of these 
contactors is operated by being tilted so that the mercury 
makes and breaks the circuit between the electrodes. 


Fic. 2.—A Mercury Circuit BREAKER. 


In the relay form of construction the necessity of tilting is 
eliminated by the use of a hollow iron cylinder which is lined 
with an inner sleeve of porcelain. The gap between the elec- 
trodes is inside the iron cylinder, which is actuated by a 
magnetic coil around the glass tube.—Hlectrical World. 


The Wickman Screw Gauge. 


The Wickman adjustable thread snap gauge claims to 
effectively and rapidly gauge screws, and is worthy of study 
inasmuch as the advantages claimed for it are numerous. 
Fig. 3 illustrates the gauge, which is supplied by Messrs. 
ALFRED HERBERT, I/D., of Coventry, and which has been 
developed from the plain adjustable snap gauge. The anvils 


Fia. 3.—WIcCKMAN SCREW GAUGE. 


supplied with the gauge are threaded according to the various 
pitches which it may be required to gauge, and the front 
set of anvils has what is known as a full form ” shape, viz., 


the anvils represent s perfect thread of the particular pitch 
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they are required to gauge. As diameters are adjustable, 
these anvils have only to be correct in form of thread and 
pitch. The second set of anvils is cleared on the major and 
core of the thread, so that they only test the effective diameter 
or flank of the thread to be gauged. This feature overcomes 
one of the chief faults of the ring gauge, viz., the passing 
of screws with threads which are too thin for mechanical 
strength. By adjusting these ‘‘ no-go effective anvils below 
standard size to some predetermined amount, it is possible to 
set the limit on the thinning, or decrease of effective diameter 
below which the ''no-go"'' anvils will pass over the work, 
and so reject it. If the work also fails to pass the first set 
of anvils, the operator can hold the gauge up to the light, 
with the work between the anvils, and see exactly what 
element of the thread to be gauged is in error. With a weekly 
inspection of the gauges, there never need be an error, it is 
claimed, greater than .0002 between the set-up gauge and the 
hardened ground standard. The gauge is sealed by means of 


lead seals pressed into position by a special press which can 
be locked. This press indents the users’ monogram in the 
lead seals, and it is impossible to remove it without 
detection. The adjusting screw is underneath the locking 


screw, which in turn is under the lead seal, so that no screw 
or pin is exposed, effectually preventing any possibility of 
tampering therewith. 


An Opal Glass Gasfilled Lamp. 


As has been the case with a great many more inventions, 
the gasfilled lamp has been badly abused, at any rate as 
regards its smaller sizes, by being employed without any 
sort of diffusing device to relieve the eye-straining glare. In 
there circumstances we are pleased to hear from THF 
Episox Swan Enectric Co., LTb., of Ponders End, Mid- 
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dlesex, that it has placed a lamp (fig. 4) on the market 
to remedy this rather serious fault. This lamp, called the 
" Fullolite," is made of opal glass, giving perfect diffusion 
of light. The surface of the globe is smooth, and the dust- 
collecting defects of sand-blasted or acid-treated glass do not 
appear. The new lamps are manufactured in all standard 
voltages and ratings up to 200 watts. i 
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CORRESPONDENCE. | 
Letters received by us after 5 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear wntil 
the fe week, should forward their communi- 
cations at the earliest 


ible moment, “No letter oan be published 
unless we have the writer's name and address in our possession, 


Home Lighting Economies. | 


Has not your correspondent '' E, R.’’ turned down Voltman’s 

eugueenon somewhat reproachfully? 

have had this system in successful operation in my house 
for at least five or six years, during which the only attention 
{ have found necessary is the occasional topping-up of the 
4-volt accumulator. I use 6-volt steering-pillar lamps, and 
my 60 ampere-hour cell is not only in circuit with the whole 
house lighting, but also with my heating circuit. 

My use of the cell being practically continuous (for back 
hall and landing lights, which. ate, of eourse, only intended 
to render darkness visible), I find that I never require to 
use the change-over switch provided for cutting the cell in 
and out of charge. ; . 4 die! aieas 

In eddition to operating small lights, as above, and for 
cupboards, &c., I also run my clock, and see no reason why 
I should not operate the bells, except that the wiring for them 


is imbedded in the plaster, and appears to be of inferior 
insulation. I have found the cell useful for a safety lamp on 
my iron circuit controlled by a d,p. switch, one pole on the 
power main and the other on the cell. This was the only 
apparent solution to repeated failures of shunted lamps, and 
Bome warning is essential with electric irons. 

I have been careful to insert the cell and connections in the 
neutral wire, so that ordinarily they would not be subject 
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to any potential difference much above earth, and in the 
unlikely event of rise of pressure on this otherwise neutral 
wire, the fuses on the cell connections would be blown before 
any weakness on them could let a dangerous current pass. 
The cell itself stands in the usual insulated tray, and is not 
subject to the open-circuit supply voltage, being permanently 
in the neutral wire. 
W. H. R. 


, 


I was interested in Voltman's suggestion for the econo- 
mical illumination of inaccessible places and dark recesses. 
but more particularly in '' E.R.'s" comments in your issue 
of January 7th, with which I in part agree and in part dis- 
agree. 

'" Voltman's " suggestion is quite sound in principle if 
properly carried out. Tt is a scheme of which I have made 
use for several vears now with success. 

I will take . E. R.'s points in the order in which they 
come. The argument that the flexible and miniature switches 
and lamp holders usually associated with 4- or 6-volt lamps 
are quite unsuitable for connection to a Y. volt circuit does 
not apply in most cages, as almost invariably one of the mains 
is at zero potential, or nearly so, in relation to earth, and 
it is naturally on this main that the cells are put in series 
with the full voltage lamps so as to be on charge whenever 
a big lamp is in use. This is necessarily the case where a 
three-wire system of distribution is used, as ig usual for d.c. 
work. Under these circumstances the low-voltage circuit 
will never be alive to the full pressure of the supply; as 
" E. R." states, the only pressure existing on or between 
any of the wires will be a matter of a few volts. 

It is true that if accumulator cells of the acid type are 
used for this purpose, the svstem is not safe, unless under 
constant supervision, as there would be some small danger, 
as E. R.“ states, of the cells going dry. This danger, how. 
ever, is one that would not often occur. as it takes a long 
time for cella to go dry. A more obvious danger is that 
occurring from corroded terminals. If the circuit through the 
cells gets broken by corrosion or otherwise, then there is 
danger of an arc occurring and a fire being started, especi- 
ally if the cells are of celluloid, and no doubt fires have been 
caused in this way. . 

In my own arrangement I make use of alkaline cells in 
which the connections are solid steel bolted, and there is no 
possibility whatever of the connection being broken if cor- 
rectly carried out. There is also very much less topping up 
required with these cells, especially if the small lights take 
about as much current as the big lights put in. 

I find that the system on these lines is quite automatic 
in action, the voltage of the cells rising just at the time when 
it is wanted to light the small lamps. On my system the 
&mall lamps are in pantriés, lavatories, small bedrooms, and 
bed-reading lamps. and are mainly required after the full- 
voltage lamps have been on for some little time. The system 
can be. and has been absolutely left for two months or more 
without any trouble of the kind that “ E. R." mentions. 
Occasional replacement of small lamps is required, as would 
be expected. . " 

Regarding also the idea of running lamps in series, I may 
say that I have in addition a svstem of running five 50-volt. 
10-watt lamps in series for lighting landings, passages, and 
hall, which is also very satisfactory. ` 

E. Fowler Clark, 


Derby. . 
January 17th, 1921. 
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Shop Displays. 


TI have been interested in the correspondence of Mr. Mar- 
shall Carr, '' Retailer," and others, and would suggest that 
instead of asking why bri are not done, they should ask 
themselveg: '' What are they doing? and whether they 
05 "s ae a large measure responsible for the present state 
o. ir8? sos B ! 

» 6 E.C.A. has done, and is doing, good work, and could 
do moré if every contractor was loyal to the Association; but 
its efforts are crippled by the outside contractor, who, instead 
of joining with others in an association, prefers to do as he 

Bulls. ce Le 

The trade unions have a nasty name for this class of man. 
I suggest that instead of writing futile letters they should 
join the nearest branch of the Contractors’ Association. 

Their. enthusiasm and assistance will be welcomed. 


One Who Knows. 
January 12th, 1921. 


I note that Mr. Tate, the secretary of the N.F.E.A., has 
" had his attention drawn to my previous letter in your 
valuable columns. The prominence given to this letter by 
you has brought me numerous letters, all of which agree 
with my views contained therein. 

I do not propose to follow Mr. Tate’s example in mud 
throwing, or to take up your space unnecessarily. 

My so-called personal grievances are, it is quite evident, 
general grievances, and what Mr. Tate is satisfied to term 
'" vague charges are in fact clear, inasmuch as I say dis- 
tinctly : The N.F.E.A. as at present constituted has proved 
itself wholly incapable of dealing with problems all-important 
to the majority of its members, whilst pandering and legislat- 
ing to the benefit of a possible minority, which is made up 
of those who formulate the legislature, pass it in committee, 
and push it through. 

I fepudiate Mr. Tate's statement that I or my firm thanked 
the solicitors for their so-called help, and it must be evident 
to your readers that the matter in question, viz.: Supply 
company's charges to consumers for service mains, cannot 
be of any financial interest to us, and only in endeavouring 
to protect the public are we concerned. With all deference 
we submitted this to the E.C.A., which refused to take it up, 
and advised us to degl direct with its solicitors; this we 
did, and paid their costs ourselves, and at the same time put 
numerous clients in communication, all of whom, including 
ourselves, got no satisfaction. Perhaps Mr. Tate will obtain 
ue letters of thanks from our clients and allow you to publish 

em. 

The last paragraph of Mr. Tate’s letter is wholly misleading ; 
suffice it to say that the management of funds received by the 
N.F.E.A. under the cable makers’ agreement is on a par 
with the unbusiness-ike methods they adopt. 

The subsidy fund contribution has not beer paid, as this 
is our only means of protest. 

In conclusion, not being hypocrites, we cannot practise 
loyalty as suggested by Mr. Tate to an Association which is 
beneficis] only to those who run it, but suggest to Mr. Tate 
that the first step towards loyalty would be from the Associa- 
tion to its members. 

Watson Marsh & Co. a Ltd., 

t . COHEN, 
Managing Director. 


Hampstead. 
January 17th, 1921. 


Cost of. Living in Tanganyika Territory. 


Could you possibly ave me any idea of the general con- 
ditions prevailing in nganyika Territory, Africa, in the 
central station line, also any information regarding cost of 
living, &c.? If you happen to have any information regard- 
ing those things I should be obliged for it. å 


J anuary 12th, 1921. 


nae on this subject is invited. Epps. Exec. 
Ev.] 2 | 


S 


The Life of Metailic-ilament Lamps. 


As your correspondent '' Dudlux " remarks, it is high time 
that & protest was raised against the great inferiority of the 
metal-filament lamps at present being supplied to the British 
market. All the various mnkes seem to far below their 
pre-war or even '' wartime " quality, as regards both life 
and candle power. | 

Our experience during the last few months is that fullv 
20 per cent. of the vacuum type” fail prematurely. and 
quite 40 per cent. of the ''gasfilled " break down almost 
immediately. Although the makers are generous in replacing 
these defective lamps, there is no doubt that the bad quality 
of electric lamns is doing the electrical world much harm. 
owing to annovance caused to consumers and consequent loss 
of Paith in electricity as an illuminant 

During the war there was perhaps a legitimate excuse for 
the lamp makers, as raw material of the correct kind war 
di Rent to obtain. but surelv two years of peace should be 
suffictent for them to put their house in order. 

If the lamp makers were to devote more money and atten- 


- 


tion to perfecting their products, instead of to huge advertising 
schemes, prices would fall, as the cost of replacing the present 
number of defective lamps must be enormous. 
Norman Aish. 
Bournemouth. . 
January 15th, 1921. 


A Generator Problem. 


Referring to Mr. Robinson's and Mr. Besley's letters of the 
8th inst. on the above subject, probably the following sketch 
will be of some assistance. 


480V. Field 


This is a 4-pole machine, and has no interpole coils, so I 
should not say that the compound is actually the interpole 
winding. 


Wireman. 
January loth, 1921. 


: A Curious Phenomenon. 


The correspondence re A Curious Phenomenon ” brings 
to mind an incident which happened during the early days 
of the war. : 

I was then a wireless operator stationed at Rosyth Naval 
Base; our wireless rooin was lighted by means of acetylene gas. 
I noticed that whenever the key was depressed the flame 
grew smaller, and that as long as the key was depressed the 
tame remained small. The spark was uncovered, and in the 
same room as the gas light. 

There may be some explanation to be found in the fact that 
electric waves and light waves travel at the same speed. 


Jacraigie. 
Huddersfield. 
January lóth, 1921. 


Underground Tie Lines. 


I notice that in the discussion at Glasgow on Mr. Wood- 
house's paper Mr. N. C. Bridge is reported as having said 
that he thought there was no advantage to be gained in power 
transfer lines, because, first, the line might not be used except 
once in a way for a period of a year, and secondly, the amount 
of generating plant necessary tor the passage ot the energy 
through the tie line must be kept available at both stations. 

It is true that for both stations to get the full advantage 
of the tie line the obligation must be reciprocatory, but this 
does not necessarily involve that the smaller station should 
always have the requisite amount of power lying idle, because 
it does not follow that the time of the year at which the other 
station requires the power will necessarily coincide with the 
maximum demand on the smaller station. 

The point, however, which I would like to emphasise 18 
that if tie lines of this nature are being considered, and if 
the standing charge on these tie lines 18 worked out in terms 
of so much per unit, the figure necessarily comes very high, 
because the total number ot units passed over the tie line is 
so low. If, however, the standing charge on the tie line is 
divided by the total number of units supplied by the generat- 
ing station, and not by those supplied over the tie line, & 
comparison is then obtained in terms of per unit with the 
total costs of the said generating station; and without going 
now into details, I believe, for example, that it will be found 
that on a tie line 30 miles long, and capable of transmitting 
30 per cent. of the output of the generating station, or, say, 
30,000 kVA, the cost of the tie line would not add more 
than 3 per cent. to the cust of the unit as turned out by the 
generating station. 

If this be so—and I believe it is capable of demonstration— 
then surely that is a much smaller handicap on the generating 
station than even the normal fluctuation in the price of coal 
or wages, and may be looked upon as of the nature of an in- 
surance, in return for which one may save the whole of 
the generating plant from being seriously overloaded for a 
period, it may be, of some months, resulting no doubt in & 
considerable shortening of its ultimate life; or, alternatively, 
one may take on 3 per cent. additional consumers (and thus 
pay for the insurance) without appreciably diminishing the 
30,000 kVA required to be available. What one would really 
do would, of course, be to put in the tie line for 33.000 kVA, 
so as to get the 30,000 kVA after the 3,000 kVA for the new 
consumers, had been deducted. x . 

Where transformers of the suitable pressure already exist 
at both stations, the supply and running of the cables should 
surely be a work involving greatly shorter periods of time to 
carry out than the putting down of new generating plant, 
and affording great opportunities for the utilisation of rough 
labour. which in the present state of the country's finances 
would seem to be & good investment. 

|j A, M. Taylor, 

Birmingham. . Hon. Major. 
January 14th, 1921, 
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Freemasons’ Lodges for Engineers, London Area. 


Having noted Mr. V. Delebecque's remarks con i 
Freemasons’ Lodges for engineers, I should be blessed. te 
Aar if there are any such lodges in London. . 

Vu be pleased if all those interested will communicate 

Harrow-on-the-Hill. drip 

January lith, 1921. 


[In London the Telephone and Kelvin Lodges are restricted 
to electrical engineers, and in Middlesex the Electric Lodge, 
meeting at Hampton Court, is mainly electrical. Other Lon- 
don engineering Lodges are the Vulcan, Archimedean, Hard- 
TM and 55 ELEC. REv.] l 

any letters have been receiv i lon.— 
i. E eceived too late for insertion. 


LEGAL. ZEE 


THEFT OF LAMPS, — 


Tuomas Harrison, a labourer, was charged at Rother 
recently with having stolen electric igo valued at £2 Ta 
from Messrs. Steel, Peech & Tozer, Ltd., and Messrs. W. 
Cooke & Co., Ltd. It was stated that the accused was em- 
ployed by a contractor carrying out work on the Templeboro’ 
extensions. The lamps had been taken from the stores of the 
firms concerned, access having been obtained by means of 
skeleton keys. Previous convictions were proved, and the 
prisoner was sentenced by the Bench to three months’ im- 
prisonment witb hard labour. : 


BEDSER v. EVANS. | 

Ar Bishop’s Stortford, an action was brought by Mr. P. H. 
Bedser, electrical engineer, to recover from Mr. E. A. Evans, 
rope maker, the sum of £76 19s. 2d. for electrical work which 
had been executed and materials supplied. According to a 


report in the local Press, counsel stated that in August. last 
the defendant, who had premises next door to the kinema, of 
which Mr. E. E. Smith was proprietor, was desig fia of jn- 
stalling electric light and taking the power from the engine 
at the kinema. Plaintiff told the defendant that the cost would 
be approximately from £70 to £30, and particularly if Mr. 
Smith's employé helped with the wiring. It was important 
for the order to be accepted that it should have been given 
at once, but owing to the cost of materials the defendant did 
not proceed further with the matter at that time. When 
the plaintiff came to do the work he charged fair and reason- 
able prices, and his original bill included an amount which 
he thought Mr. Smith would expect for allowing his man to 
assist in the work for the defendant; but he understood Mr. 
Smith said that he did not want anything out of it. An 
amended bill was sent in in April for £125; the defendant 
paid £50 on account, and it was for the balance that the 
plaintiff now sued. Ihe case was heard at length, a good 
deal of technical evidence being given as to the installation 
of the electric light and the price of the materials which 
were used, and subsequently a private consultation between 
the parties took place. A settlement was arrived at, with 
judgment for the plaintiff for £50, in addition to the sum 
already paid into Court, such amount to include costs. 


APPRENTICE'S APPEAL DISMISSED. — ao x 


THE Court of Session, Edinburgh, on January lóth, disposed 
of a stated case in an arbitration under the Workmen's Com- 
pensation Act between an apprentice.electrician of Shotts and 
the Baton Colliery Co., Ltd., Shotts. In the lower Court 
the Sheriff refused to grant the lad compensation because 
it was held that severe burns which he received on his hands 
through contact with.a live wire were incurred while doing 
work which was outside the sphere of his employment. The 
lad appealed against this finding. The Court of Session 
affirmed the decision of the lower Court, holding that he had 
added a peril to those imposed upon him by his contract of 
service, and dismissed the appeal. 7 
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: BUSINESS NOTES. | IL nn 


Company Liquidation.—HicH TEMPERATURE., GENE- 
RATOBS, LTD.— Winding-up voluntarily. Liquidator, Mr. F. Morse, 
] and 2, Great Winchester Street, E C. 


Trade Aunouncements.— THE SUNDERLAND FORGE AND 
ExGINEERING Co., LTD. announces that the new address of ita 
Belfast branch is Sydenham Road Works (off Queen's Rcad), Belfast. 
Telephone: No. £036. Telegrams: Marr," Belfast. 

Messrs. HOGAN & WARDROP, of 2, Gresham Buildings, Basing- 
hall Street, E.C., the London and District representativea of the 
Midland Electric Manufacturing Co., Ltd., inform us that their 
azency has been extended to cover the whole of the South-Eastern 
Coast from the Wash, and the Southern Coast to Chichester. 

Messrs. WALLIS-JONES & DENT, consulting engineers (Mr. R. J. 
Wallis Jones, M. Inst. O. E., M. I. E. E.), have removed to their new 
offices at Adams House, 23, Old Queen Street, Westminster. 
London, S.W. 1. Telephone: Victoria 8070. Telegrams: “ Altera- 
tion," Victoria, London. ` 

Oa and after the 31st inst. the London offices of the PARSONS 
MARINE STEAM TURBINE Co., LTD., and C. A, Parsons & Co., LTD., 
will be at 56, Victoria Street, S.W. 1. | 


Lead.—Mks8R8..JaAMES FORSTER & Co. state that the 
following particulars of lead supplies for 1920 disclose how much 
we have been dependent during the year on Government stock, and 
115 . supply of chemical scrap lead from dismantled war 

ent oe 
BOARD OF TRADE RETURNS. 
Left for home 


Imports. Exports. absorption. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. 
January ec 5,888 4,679 1,209 
February . 8,698 5,611 2,987 
March "m 3 13,600 7,527 6,073 
April 10,436 4.910 5,526 
May is 14,568 3317 11.251 
Jane ae 8 9,313 3,680 5,663 First half 
. 82,709 
July : 12,587 3,960 8,627 
August 14,767 5,107 9,660 
September... . 16,872 8,866 8,006 
October . 16,128 7,083 9,045 
November 17,279 3,934 13,345 N 
December —. 22,781 3,099 19,685 Seoond half 
68, 368 
162,850 61,773 101,077. 
January Iet.—Stooks in Government 
atoreeee 0 . 64,975 
December 31st.—fStocks in Govern- 
ment and public warehouses ... 19,045 35,930 
Total for home absorption .. 137,007 


The imports from Australia amounted to 59,987 tons, or 37 per 
cent. of our total imports, and owing to the strike at Broken Hill 


were entirely from stock, There is now no stock in Australia 
therefore for the time being this source of supply is out off. From 
Spain we received 58,149 tons. An additional source of supply 
last year, which is also exhausted, was obtained from the dismant- 
ling of chemical plant erected by the Government during the war, 
which accounted for several thousands of tons. 

Messrs. G. Cawson & Co. report :—Lead is coming forward very 
slowly, and there is very little lead on the market except a few 
-second-hand parcels. It rather looks as if this position may be 
maintained, as there is very little lead afloat for this country. 
Were it not for the general slackness of trade the position would 
seem to warrant an improvement in price. Consumers have been 
making some small purchases to cover actual requirements, but are 
not operating by any means freely. Should the financial position 
become easier, and trade be thereby encouraged, this position may 
perhaps change. 


Bankruptcy Annulled.— At the Leeds Bankruptcy Court, 
on January llth, Oswald Carr, formerly in business as an elec- 
trician, at Oak Works, Headingley, Leeds, applied for the annul. 
ment of his bankruptcy, which took place in 1911, he having paid 
his debts in full. Mr. W. H. Clark, solicitor, on behalf of Carr, 
stated that debtor had obtained work on the Weat Coast of Africa, 
and had been able to make sufficient money to liquidate his debta. 
He was now on holiday in this country. Mr. J. W. Gillespie 
(Registrar) granted the application, and commented upon the 
debtor's creditable action. 


catalogues and Lists. — LAMLOk, LTD., 36, Rust 
hall Avenue, Chiswick, W. 4.—A blotter advertising Lamlok 
electrio lamp locking rings, lampholders, and adjustable .cord 
grips. : 5 ae es 

THE AQUA ELEcTRIC HEATER Co., 168, Regent Street, W. 1.—A 
leaflet illustrating, by means of a cut-away drawing, the construc- 
tion of the Aqua ” instantaneous electric water-heater, delivering 
not or cold water from the same tap. ; cd 

THE HART ACCUMULATOR Co., LTD., Marshgate Lane, Stratford, 


FE. 15. Leaflet illustrating and describing “M-E” type ignition 


batteries ; priced. Also a folder giving the various sizes of ^ Hart 
batteries suitable for replacing the existing batteries on American 
cars imported into this country. Wo "TOP 

THE ELECTRIC CONSTRUCTION Co., LTD., Dashwood House, 9, New 
Broad Street, EC. 2. Two well-produced booklets dealing with 
the E. C. C. small house lighting sets. One is an illustrated 
specification of the plant, giving prices; the other contains & 
number of hints on atarting and running, with díagrams and 
illustrations. i 

THE GENERAL ELECTRIC Co., Lro., 67, Queen Victoria Street, 
E.O. 4.—A showcard (19 in. X 44 in.) advertising the Magnet 
pedestal electric heater, and depicting a lady in an evening gown 
bathed in the heater's cheerful rays. "D 

L. G. Hawkins & Co., 116, Charing Orose Road, W.C, 2.— 


Bocklet No. 665, dealing with Universal electrío grills and 


portable ranges, and giving a large number of recipes whioh may be 
prepared with these appliances, 


e 
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THE EDISON Swan ELECTRIC Co., LTD., Ponders End, Middlesex. 
—Pages 101, 102, 107, 108, 111, 112, 118, 114, 115 and 116 of new 
instruments list, illustrating and describing moving coil switch- 
board type instruments, including voltmeters, ammeters and horse- 
` power meters. 

INTERNATIONAL FILM TRADERS (ALFRED Lyons & Co., LTD), 
5, Denmark Street, Oharing Cross Road, W.O 2.—Seven illustrated 
and priced leaflets dealing with kinematograph outfits, electrical 
instruments, motors, carbons, switches, fures and other kinema 

` accessories. 

GENT & Co., LTD., Faraday Works, Leicester.—Postcard (No. 44), 
dealing with iron-cased electric bells of various sizes for both a.c. 
and d.c. Priced. 

ALFRED HERBERT, LTD., Coventry.—4A souvenir brochure giving 
a number of views of the company’s works. The illustrations are 
very clear, and disclose a wide range of operations. 

C. A. VANDEBVELL X Co., LTD., Acton, W. 3.— Folder L.“ A 
well-illustrated price liet of various types of electric horn for use 

on automobiles. 
` J. & W. B. SurTH, LTD., 15-23, Farringdon Road, E.O. 1.— 
Ostalogue No. 143. An excellent example-of publicity matter 
consisting of 223 pages of illustrations of artistic eleotrical fittings 
and glaesware, including chandeliers, pendants, statuettes, table 
standards, crystal fittings, bowl fittings, Holophaue reflectors, ships’ 
fittings, &o. 

E. P. ALLAM & Co., 107-109, Gray's Inn Road, W. O. 1.—Monthly 
Stock List, No. 5, of d.c. electric motors for sale or hire. 

THE LONDON TELEPHONE (NEW SYSTEM) Co., LTD., Donington 
House, Norfolk Street, Strand, W.C. 2.—A folder illustrating an 
interconnecting phone system, and embodying an application-card 
for a demonstration. 

THE LANSTON MONOTYPE CORPORATION, LTD., 43 and 44, Fetter 
Lane, E.C.4.—''The Monotype Recorder,” containing advertise- 
ments of printing machines, &c., sold by the company as well as 
two or three interesting notes on the monotype " and some users. 

AUSTIN WALTERS & Son, Gaythorn Electrio Works, Little Peter 
Street, Manchester.—A profusely illustrated leaflet describing 
eri resistances for kinematograph work and theatre light 

t mmers,”’ 


Calendars, — Messrs. SmitH & Co., electrical and 
mechanical engineers, 17, West Tower Street, Carlisle, have issued 
a calendar bearing a picture of an "old salt" telling A Likely 
Story." 

Messrs. O. PuRDEN, LTD., mill and factory furnishers, Lan- 
caster Street, Birmingham, have sent us a charming three-quarter 
length picture of a lady. The monthly date-slips are printed in 
bold figures. 

In sending us a calendar adorned with a handsome picture of the 
Incoming Tide,” reminiscent of St. Bees, MkssRs. FREDK. 
Hopason & Co., LTD., quote their motto :—" Satisfied clients by 
thorough work make lasting reputation.” 

Messrs. J. CULKIN & Co., electrical engineers, 1B, Skinner Lane, 
Leeds, have forwarded a calendar bearing a picture entitled The 
Path of Dreams,” portraying a lady seated upon a terrace gazing 
pensively at the sea in which the “sun's declining rays” are 
reflected. 

Mn Joun D. MACKESZIE, 155A, St. Vincent Street, Glasgow, has 
sent us a calendar with bold-figured monthly sheets. Against each 
date is a small space for memoranda. 

Messrs. W. T. HENLEY’s TELEGRAPH Works Co., LTD., inform 
us they have a number of refills left suitable for use in the 
calendar which they issued last year, and if any of their customers 
have retained the last year's calendar and would care for a refill, 
they will be pleased to forward one on request. 


For Sale. — Messrs. L. FARMER & Sons inform us 
that the auction sale on February 8th and following days, of elec- 
trical equipment and stores lying at Woolwich Arsenal and Dock- 
yard will, for the convenience of purchasers, be held at the 
Commercial Sale Rooms, 30, Mincing Lane, E.C. 

By direction of the Disposal Board, Ministry of Munitions, MESSRS, 
G. N. NixoN & Oo. will sell by auction, on February 1st and follow- 
ing days, at the R. A. O. Depots, Park Lane, Aintree, and Burscough, 
near Liverpool, a quantity of electrical material and equipment, 
comprising motor generator sets, electric lighting plant, batteries, 
ewitchboards, &o. ; Warrington Corporation Electricity Department 
has for disposal five Baboook & Wilcox water-tube boilers, coal 
` bunkers, delivery shoots and coal conveyer ; West Bromwich Oor- 
. poration has for disposal two Baboock & Wilcox boilers with 
Foster superheaters, &c. two Weir feed pumps; the plant and 
machinery section of the Disposal Board has for sale by public 
tender, 150,000 inert cells, by Siemens & Halske, lying at Wood Lane, 
Shepherd's Bush, and Richborough ; Messrs. GEERING & COLYER 
have been instructed by the Disposal Board to offer by auction, on 
Feb 9rd and 4th, at Earl's Court Exhibition, and at the 
C.R.D. No. 5, Wood Lane, Shepherd's Bush, a quantity of machine 
tools, railway material and electrical equipment. For particulars 
Bee our advertisement pages to-day. 


Proposed New Works Department.—It is announced 
that the Treasury has been asked to sanction the creation of a 
works department at the Office of Works, For a start itis pro 
to spend £28,000 on plant and £4,000 a year on additional staff. 
The manager is to receive £900 a year plus bonus.— The Builder, 


Socials,— The officials and members of the Mains 
Department of the Southport Corporation Electricity Department 
held their annual social gathering on January 12th. Dinner was 
followed by an excellent musical and humorous programme. The 
proceedings throughout were of a highly enjoyable character. 


On Friday evening, the 7th inst., the London Office staff «f 
Messrs. Boving & Co., Ltd., and Electro-Metals, Ltd., together with 
their friends, were entertained to dinner at the Holborn Restaurant 
by their directors, this being followed by a musical programme 
and dancing. 

On January 15th the staff of the Foster Engineering Co., Ltd., 
held a fanoy-dress dance and social at Wimbledon. Over 100 guests 
were present, and the costumes were original and varied to a 
degree. The dance music was ably supplied by Mr. O. B. Jones 
(piano) and Mrs. Moxan (violin). A waltz selection was given by 
the “ Wimbledon Juvenile Orchestra,” under the able direction of 
Mrs. Moxan. Mr. Dick Williams admirably filled the post of 
M.O. during the evening. The party broke up at 11.45, with the 
singing of " Auld Lang Syne” and the National Anthem. 

On January 5th the second of a series of socials was held in the 
Bristol showrooms of the Edison Swan Electrio Oo., Ltd., under 
the chairmanship of Mr. Fifield. A varied programme of songs, 
dialogues, recitations, and a conjuring display made the evening a 
complete success. 


Book Notices.—‘ Lockwood’s Builder's, Architect's, 
Contractor's and Engineer's Price Book for 1921." (429 pp. and 
supplement, 284 pp.) London: Oroaby Lockwood & Son. Price 
7a. 6d. net.—The preface to the present edition of this work 
includes a set of diagrams showing the rise in the costa of wages 
and materials since 1914. Among the new features is the form 
of building contract and schedule of conditions issued by the 
Institute of British Architects, and the supplement consisting of 
the London Building Act, 1894, and amending Acta has been 
brought up to date by notes on recent decisions in the Courts, The 
general index has been transferred to the front of the volume for 
ease of reference, | 

" Journal of the Institution of Electrical Engineers." Vol. LVIII, 
No. 295, September, 1920; and index to Vol. LVIII. London: 
E. & F. N. Spon, Ltd. Price 10s. 6d.—This issue contains the 
following papers: Thermal Efficiency of the Generation and Use 
of Ges and Electricity," by Bir Dagald Olerk ; ‘‘ Permanent Magnets 
in Theory and Practice," by Mr. S. Evershed ; " Eleotrio Railway 
Contact Systems,” by Bir P. Dawson ; Application of the Electrio 
Locomotive to Main Line Traction on Railways," by Lt.-Col. H. E. 
O'Brien; Contract Prices,” by Capt. W. P. Digby ; and Use of 
Vacuum Tubes for Wireless Transmission and * by Mr. 
J. Soott Taggart. 

"The Inventors’ Annual Review," a reoord of progress and 
achievements (22 pp.). London: The Inventors Union. Price 18. 
net.—This new publication covers a wide field embracing every 

t of invention and discovery. The Severn barrage scheme 
is dealt with at some length, and the aims and objeots of the 
Inventors’ Union are set out. An article advocating an “ All- 
Empire” scheme of patent protection, also appears. 

"The Oallender Kay Poles for Power Transmission Lines 
(78 pp). London: Callender's Cable and Construction Co., Ltd. 
Price 68.—This is a well illustrated brochure describing the design, 
construction, and erection of an improved means of supporting 
aerial transmission lines and distributing their weight. The towers 
were introduced in 1912, but the war retarded their development. 
The illustrations are very clear and instructive. A large photo- 
graphic reproduction is given of four spans of a line erected for 
the South Wales E.P.D. Co. between some of the South Wales hills. 

" The Electrical Engineer's Diary, 1931.“ Thirteenth edition. 
London: 8. Davis & Co. Price 10e, 6d. The additions to the 
latest issue of this invaluable work inolude articles on mercury 
aro rectifiers, a comparison of old and new cable standards, 
fault localisation, insulation tests, vulcanised rubber cables, 
centrifugal fans, portable electric tools, automatic telephone 
systems, electric hot-plate efficiencies, vacuum cleaners, and 
extracts from the I.E.E. regulations for the electrical equipment of 
ships. Perhaps the most important innovation is the introduction 
of a section dealing with electric vehicles and trucks, in which are 
given comparisons of various types, costs of operation, descriptions 
of accumulators, and a great amount of other information. We 
are interested to note that the objectionable term, “ half-watt," 
in connection with lighting has given place to the more truthful 
adjective, “ gaafilled." 

For the convenienoe of those who wish to carry the Diary about 
with them an edition in limp covers has been prepared from which 
the ruled memoranda pages have been omitted. An in 
point about this publication is that, although it has incressed 
twelvefold in size since its first appearance, the present price is 
only four times that of the original. 

“Factory Administration and Costs Accounts.” By E. T. 
Elbourne. Pp. xx + 811. London: Longmans, Green & Co. 
Price 45s, net. : 

“The Theory of Direct-Current Dynamos and Motors" By 
J. Oase. Pp. xiii + 196; 120 figs. Cambridge: W. Heffer & Sona, 
Ltd. Price 15s, net. 

“Lubricating and Allied Oils.” By E. A. Evans. Pp. xv + 
128, 25 illustrations. London: Chapman & Price 
9s, 6d. net. 


Copper Prices.—MzssnBs. F. Smite & Oo. report 
January 18th :—Electrolytio bars, sheets, wire rods and H.O, wire, 
no change. 

MESSRS. JAMES & SHAKESPEARE report January 19th :—Copper 
bars (best selected), sheets and rods, 4127, £3 decrease ; English 
pig lead, 825, 20s. decrease on last week's prices. 


American Inventors and the Peace Treaty.— American 
inventors, it is said, are losing their patent rights abroad through 
the failure of the United States to ratify the Peace Treaty,—7^« 


Times. 
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A Transformation Sceue,— Recently the Bute Saw Mills, 
Luton, were changed over from batswing gas burners to electric 
lighting, with Mazdalux intensive reflectors and Mazda gas- 
filled lamps, giving an illumination of six foot-candles with an 
expenditure of 0'65 to 0'7 watt per square foot. We are not 
surprised to learn that this drastic change has exerted a beneficial 
influence on the comfort and output of the workers, though we 
were astonished to hear of the survival of the open gas-flame in & 
large workshop, con moving machinery, so far into the 
20th century. The Illuminating Engineers’ Department of the 
British Thomson-Houston Co. was responsible for the scheme. 


Electricity Supply Rifle League.—The results of the 
final (December) matches were as follows :—Shoreditch, 578— 
City Co., 566 ; City Co., 574—8St. James's, 553; Metropolitan, 583— 
Central, 561; Central, 562—8t. James's, 546 ; Metropolitan, 575— 
St. James's, 548. Shoreditch are the winners of the shield and 
medals for 1920, with a total of 26 points; the Metropolitan team 
were the " runners up," with 24. Hampstead and Poplar had to 
drop out early in the season owing to their inability to raise teams. 

Taxation of Vehicles.—A contributor to Motor Trans- 
port says that electric vehiole owners can congratulate themselves 
on the fact that the weight of these vehicles taken into considera- 
tion in the new vehicle taxation scheme is the weight without 
batteries. In this way the chassis weight of most electrics is 
about the same as that of a petrol or a steam vehicle of equal 
carrying ty. The tax will, therefore, fall practically equally 
on each. g the figures fur a two-ton electric chassis, the 
average weight appears to be just over the two-ton limit, and, 
therefore, the tax will be £25 ; if the weight of the battery were 
included, the amount payable would be £28. By using strong but 
lighter materials in both chassis and body, makers may be able to 
keep their two-ton vehicles within the limits of the £21 tax. 


B.T.H. Dinuer.—The foremen of the switchgear works of 
the BRITISH THOMSON-HovusTon Co., LTD., held their first dinner 
in the Duke's Room at the Holborn Restaurant on New Year's 
night, when a company of about 50, including a few members of 
the office staff, sat down to an excellent repast. The chair was 
taken by the manager, Capt. C. R. Acklom, R.N., O. B., C. B. E., 
supported by Mr. A. Oreeswell as vice-chairman, Mr. H. Trencham 
(chief engineer) in proposing “The Chairman," complimented 

Acklom (who has been but a short time at Willesden) on 
the thoroughly capable manner in which he had assumed command. 
The manager suitably replied. During the evening a most enjoy- 
able entertainment was given, under the direction of Mr. Albert 
Nelson, who is a member of the staff of the Willesden works, A 
feature of the pe was the fine singing of Mr, Frederick 
Shaw, of the Royal Opera, Covent Garden, whose exquisite tenor 
voice was greatly appreciated by all. 

Motor Cycle Lighting.—In the recent London-Exeter 
34-houre' continuous run reliability trials for motor cycles, the 
enly 2j-h.p. machine to receive a Gold Medal was a Metro-Tyler, 
driven by J. 8. Bennett. This motor-cycle was in one respect 
unique, i.e., unlike many other competing cycles, it depended for 
lighting its front and rear lamps entirely upon a combined magneto 
and lighting set, which was a B. T. H. Sparklight,“ and which for 
15 hours on the outward, and for 5 hours on the return journey, 
gave perfect lighting, the accumulators being as fully charged at 


the end as at the beginning of the journey. The B. T. H. Spark- 


light set uses the idle half of the voltage wave generated in the 
low-pressure winding of a single cylinder magneto—and usually 
wasted—for charging the battery or supplying the lighis, The 
above performance speaks well for the reliability of these sets. 


Industria] Questions.—On Wednesday evening, at a 
meeting of the Industrial League and Council, held at the Caxton 
Hall Sir George Paish lectured on “ World Finance.” Next 
Wednesday, 26th inst., Unemployment: the Best Means of 
Dealing With It," will be the subject of en address by Mr. E. W. 
Petter. The lectures, under the auspices of the Industrial League, 
will continue to be held regularly each Wednesday evening at 
Caxton Hall, until March 30th, and among the subjects to be dealt 
with are :—" Some Factors in Present-day Industry," by Prof. 
A. W. Kirkaldy, M. A.; Payment by Results," Mr. E. J. P. Benn; 


duction,” Mr. A. R. Stelling ; " The Ex-Service Man and his Rein- 
statement in Industry," Mr. O. Latham; "Some Obligations of 
Industry to Labour, Mr. T. W. Casey, M. P.; Works Committees 
and their Functions,” Mr. Robert Young, M. P.; Industry and ita 
Relation to Finance," Mr. H. G. Williams, M. Sc., &o. 


South Wales Wages Reduction.— The South Wales copper 
workers have agreed, says the Evening News, to accept a 5 per cent. 
reduction in wages. It was stated that unless the men accepted 
the proposal the works would have to be closed down. 

Metal Prices, 1920.—Messrs. THE METAL INFORMA- 
TION BUREAU, 7, East India Avenue, E.C. 3, have sent us a copy of 
their Metal Chart for 1920, which shows very clearly the 
official day-by-day average prices of copper, tin, spelter and leai 
for the past 12 months. The remarkable fluctuations in tin and 
copper make the chart of more than ordinary interest and utility. 


Dangerous Processes.— The Home Secretary has certified 
the following processes incidental to the manufacture of india- 
rabber, and of india-rubber goods, to be dangerous :—(a) Vulcanising 
by means of the process known as the cold cure process; (b) any 
other process involving the use of carbon bisulphide, sulphur 
chloride, carbon-chlorine compounds, or benzol; (c) any process 
involving the use of lead or lead compounds.— The Times. 


The Shut-down at IIford.— The following official state- 
ment has been issued by the Electrical Power Engineers’ 
Association :— 

On December 11th the National Joint Board officially requested 
the Ministry of Labour to bring pressure on those undertakings 
which had refused to accept the Schedule and Conditions, and the 
E. P. E. A. agreed with the Ministry to deal with these undertakings 
in groups according to the District Areas. 

In District Area No. 10 (Greater London) there were 53 under- 
takings, of which only four were defaulting —Hackney, Hornsey, 
Finchley, and Ilford. A meeting of representatives of these four 
undertakings and the E.P.E.A. was!held in December, and the 
undertakings were given 10 days in which to decide to pay. 
Hackney, Hornsey, and Finchley complied, but Ilford agreed to 
accept the Schedule and Conditions in their entirety for six months 
only, and also circularised other Councils to support it in repudiating 
the Schedule at the end of six months. l 

The E.P.E.A. notified the Ministry of Labour that this qualifjed 
agreement would not be accepted, as the Association would not give 
DM terms to undertakings merely because they held out to 

end. 

The Ilford Councillors explained to the Ministry that their 
resolution was not intended to mean what it said. They said that 
the intention of the Council was to aocept the Schedule, and at the 
end of six months they intended to review the situation, but the 
Schedule would continue to be paid at the end of the six months 
unless they passed a resolution to cancel it. 

„The E.P.E.A. intimated to the Ministry that if the resolution 
intimating acceptance had no time-limit incorporated in it, so that 
it was not more favourable to Ilford than to the other under- 
takings which had accepted, they would exempt Ilford from the 
strike, and the Ilford councillors promised the Ministry to call a 
special meeting the next week to alter the wording of the offending 
resolution, and to make it say what they had all along intended it tossy. 

At the next Ilford Council meeting, however, by 9 votes to 7, 
the previous wording was confirmed, and the E.P.E.A. gave ita 
final warning—24 hours' notice, 

It seems that Ilford Council had just previously only partly paid 
a recommendation of the Industrial Council to its workmen, and 
had refused to arbitrate on the claim of the clerical staff for the 
Civil Service Award. These other workers were, therefore, anxious 
to press their claims at the same time as the E.P.E.A. In the case 
of Ilford, the E.P.E.A. claims are a very small part of the price 
which the Council will have to pay now to get a settlement, and 
other undertakings will probably think very seriously before 
driving the E.P.E.A. members into a strike. 


It is reported that the Ilford District Council remains obdurate ; 
on January 17th it was even proposed to dismiss all employéa of 
the Council who were on strike, and to fill their places, giving a 
pledge that thoee engaged should be retained in service so long as 
they proved themselves competent. But Sir David Shackleton, on 
behalf of the Ministry of Labour, induced the Council todefer decision, 
and to send a deputation to interview Dr. Macnamara. It will not 
be forgotten that the Southampton Town Council pledged its 
honour to retain in employment members of the E.P.E.A. who 
enabled it to carry on supply during a strike last year, and within 
a few days it shamelessly broke its pledge, to its lasting dishonour. 
What value will any honest man, then, attach to. the pledge of a 
local authority ? : 

It appears that the strike embraces not only the technical ataff 
of the electricity works, but also the administrative and clerical 
staff of the Council and the non-trading manual workers ; these three 
parties have joined hands to enforce the adoption of the awards of 
three distinct Whitley Councils, which have been generally accepted 
by other local authorities, Ilford Urban District Qouncil is clearly 
“ recalcitrant.” 


An Imperial Patent System,— The unfair exploitation 
of inventors was the subject of discussion at the first meeting of 
the recently-incorporated Institute of Patentees, held on January 
12th. Sir Harry S. Foster, the president, said that one of the 
objecta of the Institute was to persuade the various Legislatures 
within the Empire to adopt & system of Imperial Letters Patent. 
The present necessity of taking out a separate patent in each of 
the Dominions involved great expense, and in some cases great 
hardship on the inventor.— Morning Post. | 


Electricity Supply Wages Award.—According to the 
Daily Herald, the National Joint Industrial Council for the Elec- 
tricity Supply Industry has agreed to put in operation the award 
for No. 10 Area, which was recently accepted by a ballot 
vote of the workpeople concerned. The award will give increases 
ranging from 3s. to 12s. 3d. per week, and it is to be retrospective, 
to September lst, 1920. The National Council, while agreeing 
to put the award in operation, states that it does not agree with the 
principle involved. An application has been made to No. 9 Area 
Council for similar rates to those awarded by No. 10 Area Council, 
and was to be considered in London on Tuesday last. 


New Commercial Agreement between Canada and 
France.—Canada has concluded a onmmercial agreement with 
France under which a minimum Canadian Customs tariff will be 
put into effect in exchange for a minimam French tariff on almost 
the whole list of articles included in the last commercial treaty 
with an extensive list of articles not previously ino u led. The 
agreement also provides for a fixed percentage tariff oa certain 
other articles, some of which were included in the last Convention 
a‘ minimum rates. The agreement remains in force until a more 
permanent agreement is negotiated and is subject to cancellation at 
four months’ notice.— Reuter’s Trade Service (Ottawa). 


-- peer $ 2 " — ———2ů— —— w+ me 


80 THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. [Vol 88, No. 2,252, JANUARY 21, 1921. 


Selling Benjamin Industrial Illumination, — THE 
BENJAMIN ELECTRIC, LTD., is conducting a well-planned adver- 
tising campaign, which is designed to raise the standard of 
industrial illumination throughout the country, by bringing home 


to the works owner, the architect, and the consulting engineer, in 


a convincing manner, the necessity of correct practice, and its 
importance as a factor in increasing production. A striking series 
of full-page advertisements hag been prepared, which does not 
include illustrations of the many types of fittings that the Benjamin 
Electric, Ltd., manufactures ; these advertisements are designed to 
sell "better illumination,” rather than any particular type of 
reflector, and will appear in the Press of the following industries, 
quite apart from the general advertising in the electrical trade 
papers :—Mechanical engineering works, iron and steel foundries, 
paper mills, shoe and leather factories, textile mills, shipbuilding 
and shipping. In addition to these Press advertisements, over 
52,000 letters (enclosing reprints of the advertisements) and 
folders are to be distributed through the post to owners of works 
and factories in all industries, and also to consulting engineers, 
architects, &c. Special letters and printed matter are being sent 
to those concerned with the sale and installation of Benjamin 
reflectors, inoluding electrical contractora throughout the country, 
and the sales engineers on the staffs of the wholesale distributing 
firms. It is considered that the campaign will form one of the 
moat effective eales helps to the dealer and contractor yet launched 
by any manufacturer. The ground will be thoroughly prepared 
by the advertisements and messages to the users referred to above, 
which are intended to eliminate what is perhaps the greatest 
difficulty of the salesman—that of getting the ‘‘ prospect’ interested. 
We are informed that considerably over 250,000 pieces of printed 
matter have had to be produced and collated for this campaign ; 
the amount of detail work involved in a scheme of this magnitude 
can be readily imagined. We think that for the initiation and 
execution of & scheme of this nature and magnitude, which 
obviously will benefit not only the firm itself, but also the elec- 
tricity supply undertakers, manufacturers, contractors, and last 
but not least important, the consumers, the Benjamin Electric, 
Ltd., deserves the cordial thanks of the whole industry. 


A Celintoid Bill.—According to the Birmingham Post, 
already protests are being registered against the provisions of a Bill 
the London County Council intends to promote in the new Session 
to regulate the sale and storage of celluloid. The Celluloid Act of 
1915 is proposed to be so amended as to provide that warehouses 
and shops in which articles containing 10 per cent. or more (by 
weight) of celluloid are kept or stored in such quantities that the 
weight of celluloid exceeds in the aggregate 112 lb., shall ba 
included within the statutory definition of a celluloid stores, thus 
becoming registerable, and having to adopt certain precautions 
against fire. At present the storage of celluloid articles on whole- 
sale or retail shop premises is entirely free from regulation ; but 
the difficulty is to estimate the percentage of celluloid present in a 
given manufactured article, and in many cases it is asserted the 
amount is so small as to be a negligible quantity as far as fire 
risks are concerned, 


The Cable-Makers' Ássociation.— We are asked to state 
that, in &coordanoe with & rearrangement of the organisation of 
the Cable-Makers' Association, Mr. Llewelyn B. Atkinson, M. I. E. E., 
Who took up the secretaryship of the Association during the war, 
will in future act and sign as Director. The secretary in future 
will be Mr. W. G. Stiles, F.C. I. S,, who has been assistant secretar 
for some time past. i 


American Plant for Japan.— The Nippon Electric 
Power Co., of Osaka, Japan, has given the contract forthe supply 
of overhead transmission cables and sundries, for a service of 140 
miles, to tbe Blaw-Knox Co., of Pittsburg, Pa., U.S.A., says the 
Financier, 


ladustria! Administration. We have received a copy of 
the first number of Zhe Journal of Industrial Administration 
(January, 1s. 6d.) It is edited by Mr. E. T. Elbourne, and contains 
a report of addresses and discussions before the Institute of 
Industrial Administration at Westminster, and in the general 
notes we observe particulars of two instructional courses which 
have been arranged by the management, dealing with Production 
Estimating and Production Costing. 


A North Sea Ferry.—On January 12th a conference was 
held between delegations of Swedish and British business men to 
discuss the establishment of a ferry between this country and 
Sweden. Mr. Ahlberg, who holds a high position in the Swe lieh 
State Railways, indicated some of the advantages attendant upon 
such a scheme. The ferry ship, designed by Mr, Hok, would be 
constructed to carry a load of 500 tons in trucks. It was suggested 
that there should be four of these placed in service; the journey 
to and from Sweden would take four days. 


Industrial Depresslon.— In the Special January Number 
of The British Trade Review, Mr. F. G. Kellaway, P.C., M.P., head 
of the Department of Overseas Trade, contributes an article tracing 
to-day's commercial depression to its origins in the war period, and 
exhorting British producers and traders the world over to realise 
that " courage is the need of the moment." Elsewhere it is shown 
that conditions all over the world are much the same at present’; 
most countries find it difficult, it is remarked, to sustain the 
progress made in the boom at its height a year ago. Commerce 
is now organised to such a pitch that the prosperity or failure of 


any of the great trading powers has immediate effecta on the 


condition of the reet, 


LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Abersychan.—-Evectricity SUPPLY.—The Urban Dis- 
trict Council is applying to the Electricity Commissioners for powers 
to generate and supply electricity in the Urban Diet riot of .Aber- 
sychan, and to sell electric fittings, apparatus, &., and.to open 
showrooms, &o. 7 0 dee 


Belfast.— EXTENSIONS NEEDED.—In a report to the 
City Council, Mesars. Preece, Cardew & Rider stated that the probable 
maximum demand for the coming winter would be 21,740 kW, and 
this would increase to 28,240 kW in 1922. The present safe maxi- 
mum combined output of the East Bridge Street and Harbour stations 
was 19,00 kW. A deduction of 500 kW would have to be made 
from this total for the working of auxiliary plant. Provision had 
been made for the installation of & 12,500-kW set at the Harbour 
station, but further extensions would have to be considered within 
the next 18 months, It was estimated that the total cost of com- 
pleting the first section of the Harbour station &nd a sub-station 
with necessary feeders and distributors for the Bally. 
district would be £361,800, The minutes of the Elcctricity Com- 
mittee embodying the report were adopted. 


Birkdale.—Price INcREASE.—The Electricity Supply 
Co. has signifled its intention of raising its charges to the same 
level as those of the Southport Corporation, Birkdale is a part. of 
the borough of Southport. MEL 


Birmingham.—THB CASE rog ExTENSIONS.—The City 
Council, last week, adopted the recommendation of the Finance 
Committee, and deferred the question of proceeding with the 
second scheme for the enlargement of Nechells generating station 
owing to financial stringency. Mr. E. P. Beale, the chairman of 
the Electricity Supply Committee, made a strong appeal to the 
Council not to hinder the work of the department. He pointed 
out that the whole of the plant was working at its fullest capacity, 
and that there was no spare plant of any kind to take the load of 
any machine that might break down, The supply of power was 
so short that they had had to buy bulk supplies from the Dunlop 
Rubber Co. to the extent of 12,000 h.p., and from the Shropshire, &c., 
Electric Co. to the extent of 4,000 h.p. Many manufacturers 
had been placed on short supply, with the result that hours of 
work had had to be curtailed. The department was unable to take 
over any new business, and there were now between 3,000 and 
4,000 applications for energy for power or lighting. Some of 
these people had been waiting for supplies for several years. Mr. 
Beale contended that & plentiful supply of power was absolutely 
vital to a manufacturing city like Birmingham, and the expendi- 
ture proposed would be wholly productive. Alderman Williams, 
chairman of the Finance Committee, expressed the hope that 
within a year it might be possible to finance the undertaking, but 
at present it was out of the question. 


Blackpool. — Loan SaNcTIONED. — The Council has 
reoeived permission from the Electricity Commissioners to borrow 
the sum of £30,000 for additional plant and extension of the 
power-station buildings. 

Bo'aess, — EXTENSIONS.—The Town Council is applying 
for permission to extend the electricity works and to install a 
ee 8 and a new boiler, at an estimated cost 
of £45,000. 


Carmarthen.—Cost or STREET LIdKHTINd.— The Town 
Council, on Wednesday, considered a letter from the manager 
of the Carmarthen Electric Light Co, asking the Council for 
sanction to a further increase of 50 per cent. on the charge for 
public lighting. An increase of 20 per cent. had already been 
granted. The company urged that it had to bear an increased cost 
of over 200 per cent, above the pre-war level. The Council refused 
the application. ö 


Clones (Co. Monaghan) .— PusLic Licatinc.— The 
Urban Council received a bill for £70 108. for the last quarter's 
public lighting by the local electrio lighting company. During a 
discua:ion it was asserted that the lighting was too strong,” and 
representations are being made to the company on this subject. 


- Continental, — DENMARK. — The Gudenaa-Central, at 
Tange, in Central Jutland, was to be officially inaugurated on 
January 8th. This new hydro-electric power station, which is 
the largest of its kind in Denmark, has six turbines which drive 
three generators and can develop 6000 hp. The fall is 
9'5 metres. The power station was built by Hampman, Kierulff 
and Saxild ; the Swiss firm, Brown & Boveri, supplied the electrioal 
distribution plant; the turbines were made by a Swedish firm, 
while the generators were manufactured by a Danish com- 
pany, A/S Titan. A high-pressure cable leads direct to Aarhus, 
where a large new transformer station has been built, A similar 
cable connects Skive with the power station. Power is generated 
at 10,000 V, which is then transformed to 50,000 V, at which preesure 
it is conveyed to Aarhus and Skive. The total cost of the new 
works is estimated at 10 million kronen.—Reuter’s Trade Service 
(Copenhagen). ` : 
B£ELG1UM.—Out of the 53 concessions for the supply of electrical 
energy for lighting and power purposes in Flanders held by the 
company, the Société des Centrales Electriques des Flandres is at 
present supplyiog 10, the total number of consumers being 12,700, 
The power station at Langerbrugge has at present a capacity of 
10,600 kW, but this will ahortly be increased by the addition of 
a new 6,60)-kW turbo-generator. In addition, arrangementa have 
been made to increase the capacity of the plant to 24,000 kW, aa 
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soon as this becomes necessary. The high pressure (12,000 V) dis- 
tribution system has been increased by 40 miles, and now extends 
to nearly 140 miles, while in addition there are 156 miles of low- 
piessure mains and 100 transformer stations with a total capacity 
of 14 000 kVA. : | 


.Cuba.— SALE ov GERMAN Srations.—The Electric 
Light and Power Investments Co., of Berlin, which owns three 
small electricity supply works in Cubs, is in negotiation for the 
sale of two of the works, and the traneaction has so far proceeded 
that the transfer will be effected at a profit in dollars. 


Dundalk.— NED ror Extensions.—In submitting three 
alternative schemes for the augmentation of the municipal generat- 
ing plant, Mr. Spalding, the engineer and manager, states that at 
certain peak, load periods the output of the station has been 14 per 
cent. in excess of its generating capacity—the difference being 
met by the storage batteries. The following are the suggested 
schemes :—(a) Extensions comprising one 500-h.p. steam engine 
with boiler, chimney, economiser and accessories ; (b) one 500-h.p. 
gas engine with producer plant and acc2ssories ; (c) one 300-h.p. 
Diesel engine and accessories, Mr. Spalding recommends Scheme (c), 
which although engendering a higher capital cost than the others, 
will prove more economical in working. His second choice falls on 
Scheme (a). 


Eiectricity Districts.—Sour& WaLes.—The latest date 
for the receipt of representations regarding the South Wales Elec- 
tricity District has been altered to October 3let, 1921, instead of 
April 30th. 

KoanTH WALES AND CHESTER.—The Electricity Commissioners 
will hold & local inquiry at the Assembly Room, Town Hall, 
Llandudno, on February 15th, 1921, at 10.30 am. and following 
days, with reference to the area to be included in the above-named 
district, and the schemes which have been submitted by the North 
Wales Power and Traction Co., Ltd., and the Corporation of Cheater 
for the formation of a Joint Electricity Authority. Copies of the 
respective schemes may be obtained from the North Wales Power 
and fraction Co., Ltd., Clark Street, Do!garrog, North Wales, at a 
cost ef 5. each, and from Mr. J. H. Dickson, Town Hall, Chester, 
at a cost of 3s. 6d. each. S 


Falmoeuth.—PRoPoskD Price INOREASE.— The Town 
Council is again protesting against an applica'ion of the local elec- 
tricity supply company for permission to increase its charges from 
7d. to le. 2d. per unit. The existence of a four years’ street- 
lighting agreement has been brought to the notice of the Ministry of 
Tran port. 

Frinton. — PhOrOS ED Price Increase.—The Urban 
District Council is lodging an objection to the application of the 
Frinton Electric Light and Power Co. for permission to increase its 
maximum oharge from 9d. to 1s. 2d. 


: Gillingham (Kent),—Loan.—The Town Council is 
applying for sanction to a loan of £10,000 to cover expendituie on 
mains for the ensuing two years, and an overdrawal of accounts in 
th's connection. E ; l 


Halstead (Essex). —ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY.— 
A limited liability company, with a capital of £12,000, has been 
5 the objeot of supplying electric lighting and power 

e wn. 


Harrogate. —Loan.—The Town Council is applying for 
the sanction of the Electricity Commissioners to the borrowing of 
£6,390 for the installation of a new condensing plant at the elec- 
tricity works. 

Liandaff.— Loan SANcTIoNED.—The Llandaff and Dinas 
Powis Rural District Counoil, Cardiff, has received sanction from 
the Electricity Commissioners to borrow £3,782 in connection with 
the elect) ical undertaking. A 


Lyme Regis. — PURCHASE or UNDERTAKING.—The 
Town Council on January 11th decided to exercis» the option of pur- 
chasing the electricity supply undertaking for £4,250, subject to 
safeguards as to the loan being forthcoming. Mr. H. T. 
Tilley, who was engaged as valuer, estimated the installation to be 
worth £3,869. The prices given in the report for the existing 
generating plant, meters, poles, &c., were those which he would 
expect to be obtained at the present time, but the figures for the 
overhead and underground oables were what he considered them 
to be worth as an installation. Considerable outlay would have to 
be made in the near future. The approximate outlay necessary to 
5 a new generating set, cables, &c., now required, would be 

6,826. 

Newport (Mon.).~-EXxTENSION or SuPPLYy.—The Cor- 
poration is app!ying to the Electricity Commissioners for powers to 
extend the area of supply of electricity to include the parishes of 
Bettws, Duffryn, Malpas, and St. Woolos, the urban district of 
Caerleon, and the hes of Christchurch and Nash, all in the 
couaty of Monmouth. 

New Zealand.—Laxk CoLERIDGE.— For the financial 
year ended March 31st, 1920, the load on the Lake Coleridge, N.Z , 
power house inoreased from 5,900 kW to 7,066 kW, the stated 
plant capacity being 6,000 kW. The capital outlay increased during 
the year from £403,157 to £422,076, the increase being mainly in 
making provision for a new generator of 4,000 h p. now being 
installed. The revenue for the year was £15,%31, and expenses 
as follows :— Working expenses, £17,759 ; interest, £16,863 ; depre- 
ciation and reserve, £7,624; total, £42,246. The result of the 
year’s operation is thus a net profit of £3,585 towards reducing the 


deficit on the four previous years’ working. The revenue for the pre- 
vious year was £37,324, and the expenses £40,159, the deficit being 
£2,835. Thedeficitin 1915-16 was £17,649 ; in 1916-17, 811,956, and 
in 1917-18, £4,241. The output for the year from the power house 
was over 33,6(0,000 unita, — Commonwealth Engineer. | 


Slaithwaite. —ELECTRICITY SuPPLY.—The Huddersfield 
Corporation is applying to the Electricity Commissioners, under the 
Electricity Supply Acts, for an order authorising it to supply elec- 
tricity for all public and private purposes within the urban district 
of Slaith waite. 

Torqoay.— INTERVIEW WITH COMMISSIONERS.— Ata recent 
meeting of the Town Council a report was received from the 
deputation which interviewed the Electricity Commissioners in 
November last. The deputation pointed out that to raise the sum 
of £2:0 0CO necessary for the suggested erection of a power station 
at Newcon Abbot, was at the present time impossible, unless assist- 
ance was obtained from the Government. Failiag that, it might be 
possible to induce a private company to carry out the scheme. Sir 
John Snell, in reply, stated that the erection of a new station in 
the area was very necessary. The Commissioners had no funds for 
the subsidisation of schemes, and he knew of no company that 
would be likely, or willing, to tak» over Torquay's obligations. In 
any case, it would cost a company more to raise the neocssary 
capital, which would engender higher charges for electricity. If, 
however, the Council still fav.uced recourse to a private company, 
Sir John recommended approaching the Urban Electric Supply Co., 
now supplying part of the area. ; 

The engineer was instructed to report upon the suitability or 
otherwise of the Medical Baths site for a power atation, and also 
to ascertain from the company supplying Newton Abbot if it would 
be prepared to enter into a contract for a bulk supply from the 
Newton Abbot atation when erected. 


Tredegar.— LicHT1NG ORDEB.—The Council was recently 
reminded that the provisions of the clause in the Tredegar Parlia- 
mentary Bill relating to electricity had to be carried out within a 
period of two years, and that the proposed scheme hai to be 
presented for approval within six months. It was deoided to frame 
a scheme for submission immediately. 


Truro.—L:cHTiNG ORDp&R.—The Electricity Commis- 
sioners have written to the City Council asking what steps have 
been taken in the carrying out of the provisions of the Electric 
Lighting Order granted in 1913. The question was referred to 
the Finance Committee. i ' 


Walsall.—CONDEN SING WATER SuPPLY.—The Town 
Council proposes that, subject to the approval of the Board of 
Trade and the Electricity Commissioners, an agreement be entered 
into with the Birmingham Canal Navigations, under which the 
Corporation will pump canal water from one level of the canal to 
another, sufficient to meet the company's requirements, and utilise 
the water for condensing purposes at the Corporation generating 
station. The company will be relieved of certain pumping work 
now carried out by it, and is to pay the Corporation £3,000 per 
annum, The scheme involves a capital outlay of £21,000, of which 
amount £14,000 is included in £119,500 which the Corporation is 
authorised to expend in the completion of the generating station. 
— Birmingham Post, 

Walton-on-Thames.— PROPOSED Paice IN CAEASE.— The 
Urban District Council has decided to oppose tha application of the 
Urban Electric Supply Co. for sanction .to further increase charges 
for electricity, 

Warrington. — OVERLOADED PLANT. — The Electricity 
Committee finds itself unable to meet fully the demands of its 
consumers. The Ministry of Transport has sanotioned the purchase 
of two 6,000-kW turbo-generator sets (three were authorised by the 
Council) but delivery is not expected until the beginning of next 
year. 

Warwick.—Inquiry.— On January (1th, an inquiry was 
held by the Ministry of Transport into the application of the 
Warwick and Leamington Electrical Co. for permission to increase 
its charges. The town clerk said that it was unfair to fix prices for 
five years ata time when the coat of production was at a maximum, 
He also asked for an adjournment of the inquiry, complaining 
that he had received none of the data upon which the propcaad 
increased prices were ba ed. A fortnight's postponement was 
agreed to. 


West Hartlepool,— The Corporation is applying to the 
Electricity Commissioners for a spcc'al order to extend the area of 
supply of electricity to include part of the parish of Stranton in 
the Rural District of Hartlepool. 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Australia.—M ELBOURNE.—A lthough the profit from the 
tramway system is stated to be ‘infinitesimal,’ the Tramway 
Board has decided not to increase the fares. The Melbourne 
system will therefore atill be one of the cheapest, if not the 
cheapest, for travellers in the whole world. 

Bradford.—PRorEsT AGAINST RarnLkss Cars.—The 


proposed substitution of railless traction in place of the pre e at 
rail traction on the Idle and Thackley routes has raised a 
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storm of protest from residents in that district, and opportunity is 
do be afforded them for protesting before any decision to effect a 
ohapge is made. 


Chile, —RatLway ELECTRIFICATION.—Provision is to be 
made in the new loan of $7,775,000 in gold by the Government of 
Chile for the electrification of the State railways, the purchase of 
new equipment, and the operating deficits for the past three years. 
— Financial News, 


Contlaental,—SwEDEN.—The question of the electri- 
fication of the Swedish State railways, and partioularly of the line 
between Stockholm and Gothenborg, appears to have entered upon 
a new stage since the return from the United States of Mr. Gran- 
holm, general manager, and Mr. Ojverholm, principal of the 
eleetrical department of the State railways. It was decided some 
time ago to adopt the single-phase system, as used on the frontier 
railway, for the projected conversion of the Stockholm-Gothenborg 
line, and a sum of 75,000,000 kronen was voted by Parliament for 
the purpose, Before these decisions were reached the Special 
Committee which investigated the problem of electric railway 
working suggested that firms representing the direct-current 
system should also be permitted to submit offers, but the Railway 
Administration rejected this recommendation on the ground that a 
postponement of a decision as to the choice of a system would only 
aggravate and confuse & problem which was already difficult, 
without obtaining any counterbalancing advantages. The working 
of the direct-current system in the United States, however, has 
created a favourable impression on the general manager and the 
electrical engineer, and it is now assumed that the question of the 
system to be adopted will undergo re-examination. In discussing 
the question, a Swedish newspaper suggests the possibility of the 
direct-current system being decided upon as possessing great advan- 
tages, and that in this event it would be impossible for Swedish 
firms to deliver the plant on account of the lack of that experience 
in this direction which would permit of their successfully com- 
peting with foreign rivals, and the Americans in particular. It 
would not be good economy in these times of scarcity of money, the 
newepaper remarks, to borrow 75,000,000 kronen, of which a con- 
siderable amount would cross the Atlantic ; and it is, therefore, 
suggested that the most appropriate course to adopt would be to 
postpone the whole question, while in the meantime Swedish firms 
would be able to render themselves capable of rescuing for Swedish 
industry & Government order of great economic and national 
importance. Two or three days after this expreesion of opinion 
the Allmänna Svenska Co. announced that the company was fully 
equipped and competent to co-operate in the electrifloation of the 
railways, and that the question had already been discussed with 
representatives of the United States General Electric Oo., who 
launched the direct-current system. It was added that it would 
be of advantage for the Swedish company to co-operate with the 
American company in the matter, although an agreement had not 
been entered into for the purpose. 

GERMANY.—The electric tramway syatem in Berlin, which was 
formerly owned by a company that paid dividends of up to 8 per 
cent. per annum, and which was acquired by the municipal author- 
ities a few years ago, now shows a deficit of 74,000,000 marks, 
Despite constant increases in the fares it has been found impossible 
to balance income and expenditure, and the adverse balance is 
growing month by month. 

ITALY.—The Morning Post states that a violent scene occurred at 
the sitting of the Rome Municipal Council on January 13th, when a 
number of disabled ex-soldiers, armed with sticks, invaded the Council 
chamber and endeavoured tb compel the concession of free tickets 

on the municipal tramways. The system is already overcrowded 
and working at a loss, but a compromise was reached by which all 
wounded ex-soldiers are to be allowed to travel free until Feb. 28th. 
Daring the interval a mixed Commission is to investigate the matter. 
Similar demands have been advanced in Milan. The Roman car 
fares have been nearly trebled, the loweat fare being 40 centesimi. 

FRANCE.—A scheme has been submitted for approval to the 
Conseil-Génétal du Departement de la Savoie for the complete 
electrification of the tramways of the Department. Four networks 
are in contemplation. The first is the Chamberg network, com- 
prising 26 lines ; the second network is constituted by the Albert- 
ville to Beaufort-sur-Doron line; the third and fourth networks 
embrace seven lines, at present partially served by electric trolley 
cars. The networks will be served by a conduit system, and the 
total length of the lines projected is 200 km., the estimated cost 
being about 80,000,000 fr. 


Durham County. — Transport Scueme. — Durham 
County Council, on January 12th, decided to proceed with its 
county transport scbeme, in connection with which a Bill has 
already been deposited in Parliament to empower the Council to 
construct and work tramways and to provide trolley vehicles, 
motor omnibuses, kc. The scheme is estimated to cost £1,631,473, 
of which £847,122 is for the construction of tramways and tram- 
roads, £397,770 for the provision of electrical equipment for 
tramways and trolley vehicles, £120,000 for the provision of 
tramway rolling stock, and £143,000 for provision of trolley 
vehicles. Sir A. M. Palmer, in opposing the scheme, said the 
opposition was so great from all quarters of the county, from 
landowners, coalowners, local authorities, and others, that he did 
not think Parliament would pass the Bill. He agreed that the 
days of tramways were gone, and if the Council wanted anything 
of the kind, it should operate motor-buses. The Council went 
into Committee to hear the opinion of experts before coming to its 
decision. As the majority in favour was not a wajority of the 
whol» Council, it is expected a further meeting of the Council will 

ave to be held to oonsider the matter. 


Liverpool. — Proposep PuncHAaSE. — The City Council 
has accepted a recommendation of the Tramways, Electrio Power, 
and Lighting Committee that, subject to the necessary power being 
obtained, the Corporation should acquire from the St. Helens 
Corporation the section of the line between Brook Bridge and Moss 
Street, Prescot, being Tramway No. 1, authorised by the St. Helens 
Corporation Act, 1898, with the right to make use of the lines 
between Moss Street and the King's Arms, Prescot, including the 
loop line and the triangle, at a price of £8,000. 


New Zealand.—Nxw PLIMOOUTH.— The municipality is 
purchasing new cars, &o., at a cost of £22,500. A proposal to 
extend the present system and to introduce railless cars, which 
would have cost £43,500, was defeated. 


Rate-Relieving Tramways.— COMPARATIVE FIGURES.— 
A useful, as well as interesting, return has been compiled by the 
borough treasurer of Preston, showing the extent to which the 
rates of various municipalities have been relieved by munie@pal 
enterprise, tramways, K. Bootle and Wallasey head the list with 
ls. 11d. from the tramways, &c. ; Liverpool, 64d. ; Manchester, 11d. ; 
Birmingham, id.; Leeds, 18. 91d; Birkenhead, 3}d. ; Chester, 54d. ; 
St. Helens, id.; Southport, 4d. ; Warrington, 11łd. ; Wigan, Id.; 
and Widnes, 11d. 


Shipley. — Power Rare INCREASED. — The Council, 
having applied for an increase in the rate of payment for electricity 
used on tramways leased to the Bradford Corporation, has been 
informed that the present rate of payment will be increased by $d. 
per unit on the recommendation of the Bradford Tramways Com- 
mittee. The increase is retrospective to Ootober 1st last. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Cable Delays.—The delay to which the whole of the 
cable traffic from the East has been subject is attributed by the 
Daily Mail to the fact that on Christmas Day a fishing trawler 
fouled its anchor in several of the Eastern Telegraph Co.'s cables 
lying off the Portuguese coast. 

Storm DAMAGE.—It was announced by the General Post Office, 
on Tuesday last, that there would be telegraphic delay to France, 
Germany, and Switzerland, owing to the storm during the early 
part of the week. Communication between different parts of 
England and also with and in Ireland was also made difficult. 


China.—New WIRELESS StatTions.—The American 
Federal Wireless Telegraph Co., of San Francisoo, has signed a 
contract to erect powerful main wireless stations at Shanghai, 
Peking and Harbin at a cost of $1,200,000. It will be a joint Chino- 
American operation to be controlled by the Ministry of Communi- 
cations: after 10 years the system will, revert to China.— Reuter's 


Trade Service (Peking). 


France.— WIRELESS Socrety.—There has been formed 
at Paris a society for those interested in wireless telegraphy, under 
tbe title of the Radio-Olub de France, Its objects are to popularise 
wireless telegraphy hy every means of propaganda, and in particular 
by setting up research laboratories at its offices, and also in the 
principal centres ; likewise, workshops, reading rooms, and library. 
Other objects are stated to be visits to stations and laboratories, 
maintaining relations with like associations abroad, assistance to 
inventors and research workers, obtaining of situations, and 
affording pecuniary assistance to members in difficulties. Ita 
offices are at 95, Rue de Monoeau, Paris. 


Italy.— TELEGRAM SUBCHARGES.—Às from January 


15th, the surcharge on telegrams to and from Italy was increased 
to 300 per cent., says Zhe Times, 


Japan.— NEW WIRELESS  STATION.— The wireless 
station at Tomioka was opened on January llth. It is the most 
powerful station in the Orient, and is receiving messages direct 
from New York and other big world stations, Experiments in 
sending messages have proved very successful, and the station will 
commence dispatching about February lat. Reuters Trade Service 
(Tokio). 


Sweden.— TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION WITH RU8SIA.— 
The Great Northern Telegraphic Co., of Copenhagen, is negotiating 
with the Government of Sweden and the Russian Soviet Govern- 
ment with a view to the resumption of telegraphic communication 
between Stockholm and Petrograd. At present the only connection 
which exists is the wireless one which Prof. Lomonosov has with 
Moscow. The company's property in Petrograd has been respected, 
and both it and the Swedish Telegraph Administration are pre- 
pared to resume communication at any moment. The company's 
Asiatic and Siberian service was maintained during the years of 
war with few exceptions in the case of connections with Irkutsk 
and Vladivostock, where transitory interruptions took place. But 
the connection between Europe and the East of Asia via Russia has 
been entirely at a standstill, and the company in later years has 
been compelled to maintain communication with its East Asiatio 
service through English cables via India. Now the intention is 
to re-establish the connection between European Russia and Eastern 
Asia at the same time as the reoommenoement of the service in 
Russia.— Financier, | 
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U.S.A.— WIRELESS Press FaciLITIES.— The American 
Publishers’ Committee has sent a representative to this country for 
the purpose of urging the need of coe bs facilities for the trans- 
mission of news between Great Britain and the United States. 
According to The Times, Mr. Joseph B. Pierson, chairman of the 
committee, who is now in London, says that the committee was 
organised by the cable-using newspapers and Press associations of 
the United States for the purpose of securing better transmission 
service for news dispatches to and from all other parts of the 
world, but chiefly with England and France. The committee has 
the support of the leading officials of the Government at 
Washington, which has placed the extensive high-power wireless 
facilities of the United States Navy at its service. It is using 
those facilities to the extent of several thousand words daily, 
particularly in the Far East, and there are adequate facilities for 
in wireless messages between England aad America as soon 
as England increases its wireless stations. It is for the purpose, 
Mr. Pierson says, of establishing better facilities, that the American 
Publishers Committee has sent its representative to England. 
“ Better facilities are possible, and, in fact, are in operation between 
France and America. The committee has the energetic co-opera- 
tion of the Newspaper Proprietors’ Association of London, and 
hopes to secure the sympathetic consideration of the British Post 
Office. We are asking that England should develop wireless 
facilities to work with American stations, and that the cables be 
cleared for certain short definite periods in the Dight and in the 
day for the awift transmission of news under organised manage- 
ment of the newspapers and news associations." Mr. Illingworth, 
Postmaster-General, agreed to receive a deputation from represen- 
tative Press organisations last Wednesday on the subject of tele- 
graphic communication by cable and wireless, 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


( The date given in parentheses at the ond of the paragraph indicates 
the issue of the ELEOTRIOAL REVIEW in whioh % Official 


Notice” appeared.) 


OPEN. 

Aberdeen.—February 21st. Corporation Waterworks 
Department. Electrically-driven pumping machinery.  Specifica- 
tions, £6 (returnable), from Water Engineer's Office, 413, Union 
Street, Aberdeen. 

February 21st. Electricity Department. Temporary and 
permanent coal conveyors and shutes in connection with the 
reconstruction of the boiler house at Ferryhill, (See this issue.) 


Australia.—Souta AUSTRALIA.—P.M.G.'s Department. 
March 2nd. Telephone parts, Schedules 558 and 559; telegraph 
and telephone material, Sohedule 560. (January 7th.) 

MELBOURNE.—March 2nd and 9th. Victorian Railways. R- 
actances and oondensers (for power signalling), electric oraba 
and equipment for cranes. Oopies of the specifications can be 
seen at the Department of Overseas Trade (Inquiry Room), 35, Old 
Queen Street, S.W. 1. 

March 31st. Electricity Commissioners. Plant for the Mor- 
well power scheme. Telephone wire and pin-type insulators. 
(January 14th.) 

ADELAIDE. — February 23rd. P. M. d. s Department. Eleotrio 
lamps, as per Schedule 561. (See this issue.) 

SYDNEY.—March goods pee v ghee 5 and 
telegraph apparatus, R ruments and switchboard 
Schedule 814. (See this issue.) xix 

PERTH, W.A.—March 29th. P.M.G.'s Department. Telegraph 
accumulators, Schedule 333. (See this issue.) | 

Belgium.—February Ist. Municipal Council, Antwerp. 
Rotary converters with switchboard, for No, 77 Wharf of the Bassin 
Canal, Specification in French can be seen at the Inquiry Room of 
the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, S. W. 1. 

February 3rd. Municipal authorities of Molenbeek-Saint-Jean, 
near Brussels. Supply of the necessary electricity meters required 
in connection with the local electricity supply undertaking. 
Particulars may be obtained from the Hotel Communal, Molenbeek- 
Saint-Jean, Brussels. 

February 11th. Municipal authorities of Tirlement. Electricity 
supply in the town ; (1) the supply of electrical energy ; (2) the 
establishment of a distribution system ; and (3) the concession for 
the supply of eleotrical energy for lighting and. power purposes. 
Specification from the Secretariat Communal, Tirlement, on pay- 
ment of 30 fr. The municipal authorities will decide as to the 
scheme to be adopted after the tenders have been opened. 

The Belgian State Railway authorities, at La Salle Madeleine, 
Brussels, are about to invite tenders for the supply of a large 
quantity of miscellaneous material in connection with the electric 
lighting of trains, 

Chester-le-Street. — January 25th. Urban District 
Council. Wiring 512 houses, feeder cables, overhead mains, 
equipment for sub-station. (January 14th.) 

Edinbargh.—January 24th. Electricity Supply Depart- 
ment. Oiroulating wa'er pipas and valves for the Portobello 
generating station, Specifioat‘on No. 30. (January 7th.) 


Framce.—PARiS.— February 17th. The supply and in- 
stallation of a multiple commutator table at the Central Telephonic 
Bureau in the Boulevard Raspail. Particulars from the Direction 
de Exploitation Téléphonique, 4e Bureau, 103, Rue de Grenelle, 
Paris, 


Great Yarmonth.— February 11th. Electricity Depart- 
ment, Supply and erection of h.p. switchgear. (See this issue.) 


Halti.— Le Moniteur, the official journal of the Republic, 
publishes details of a contract between the Haitian Government 
and a firm at Jacmel for the erection of a hydro-electric plant 
in Port-au-Prince. There is to be one generating station one 
sub-station, the former being provided with two 100-kW seta. 
comprising a Pelton wheel driving a three-phase 42-oycle, 600-V 
alternator, with the necessary switchgear and aooessories. The 
power is to be conveyed to the sub-station by an overhead line at 
8,000 V, and the consumers’ voltage is to be 220. Applications for 
the name of the firm in Jacmel should be addressed to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S. W. I, 


quoting 2619/FI/PN. 

Halifax, — February 3rd. Electricity Department. 
Twelve months’ supply of stores, including electric lighting 
fittings and aocessories, cables, v.ir. and phosphor bronze, tele- 


phone wire, e.h.p. and l.p. cables, meters, &o. (January 7th.) 
Keighley., — January 24th. Corporation. Electricity 
Department. Construction of 6,600-V overhead line to Easeburn. 
(January 14th.) 
London.— HAMMERSMITH. — January 26th. Electricity 


Department. Single and three-phase tranuformers, (January 14th.) 
PADDINGTON.—January 24th. G.W.R. stores, including tele- 


` graph instruments, electrical apparatus, electric wire and cable, &c. 


(January 14th.) 
L.C.C.—January 31st. Electric wiring installation at the 
Bethnal Green Weights and Measures Office and Coroner’s Court, 
comprising about 87 switch points and 89 lighting points. 
(January 14th.) j 
H.M. Office of Works, February lst. Six months’ supply of 
switches, fuses and fuseboarde. (See this issue.) 


Lurgau.— January 29th. Urban District Council. Four- 
core l.p. lead-covered and armoured cables. (January 14th.) 


Manchester. — January 26th. Electricity Committee. 
Direct-current switchgear for Dickinson Street generating station. 
Mr. F. E. Hughes, secretary, Electricity Department, Town Hall. 

February 14th. Electricity Department. 33,000-V trunk feeder, 
pilot and telephone cables. (See this issue.) 


Middlesbrough. — February 9th. Corporation. Double 
line of tramways from Albert Road to Linthorpe Road. Particulars 
from Mr. S. E. Burgess, Borough Engineer, Municipal Buildings. 


New Zealand. — WELLINGTON. — March 1st. Public 
Works Tender Board. Seven 4,000-kVA single-phase transformers, 
with accessories, for Lake Ooleridge electric power scheme. Copy 
of the specifications can be seen up to January 20th at the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, Room 48, 35, Old Queen Street, S.W. 1. 


Rosyth.— January 30th. Electric lighting work at Park 
Road School. Deposit, £11s Mr. R. H. Motion, architect, Union 
Bank Chambers, Dunfermline. 


South Africa. — PRETORIA.— March 10th. Municipal 
Council. One 20-ton overhead orane, six boilers (350-Ib. working 
pressure), three 3,000-kW steam turbo-generators with condensing 
plant, five 750-kW oonverters. Further particulars can be obtained 
from Mr. T. O. Wolley-Dod, general manager, electric lighting 
department. Specifications (five guineas) from the town olerk. 

DURBAN.—January 26th. Corporation. Supply of telephone 
eable, paper sleeves, concrete pipes, and various telephone and 

eous accessories and materials, 

February 16th. One 1,000-kW rotary converter with trans- 
formers and switchgear. Specifications of the above may be 
consulted on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, 
Old Queen Street, S. W. I. 


Uruguay. — Monts VIp EO. — May 29th. State Power 
House. Single and three-phase meters. Copy of the specification 
(in Spanish), conditions of tender and a list of spares to be pro- 
vided (also of a similar call for tenders for 500 d.c. meters for the 
provinces) can be seen at the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Room 48), 35, Old Queen Street, S. W. I. 


CLOSED. 


Belglum.— Eight tenders were submitted to the Muni- 
cipal Authorities of Ixelles, Brussels, last week, for the supply and 
erection of a steam turbine and alternator at the local electricity 
generating station. Four of the tenders came from Belgian firms, 
one of which quoted for either Belgian, Swiss or French plant, 
two quotations came fiom French firms, one from Brown, Boveri and 
Co, of Baden, Switzerland, and one from the Swedish Turbine 
Works (Ljungstróm), of Finspong, Sweden. The prioes quoted 
ranged from 850,000 franos to 1,525,000 franos. 


Glossop.—Town Council. Accepted :— 


Aerial feeders, for electric lighting, on three sites, £325. —J. Swainson & Co 


Lelgh.—Town Council. Accepted :— 


One 1088 kW turbo - alternator, 218,694. Fraser & Chalmers Engineering 
orks. 

E. h. t. and l. t. switchgear, £2,420, — Ferguson, Pailin, Ltd. 

One 500-k W La Cour converter, £1,070.— Bruce Peebles & Co. 


Sunderland.—Corporation. Accepted :— 


Spare parts for A.E.G. turbine, —J. Howden & Co., Ltd. 
Spare parta for coal conveyor, —Babcock & Wilcox, Lid, 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol. $8. No. 2,252, JANUARY 21, 1921. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Institution of Mechanical — Friday, January 21st. At the 
Institution, Storey's Gate, B. At 6 p.n. Paper on “The Mechanical 
Loading of 8hips," by Mr, H. J. Bmith. 


Junior Institution of Engineers. — Friday, January 21st. 
Hall, Westminster, S.W, At 8 p.m. 
Mr. B. H. Joy. 


Salford Technical snd Engineering Association.—Saturday, January 22nd, 
at the Royal Technical olege. At 7 p.m. Presidential address by Mr. J. 
Morris. Musical tocial evening. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers. — Informal Meeting. — Monday, 
January 24th. At 6 p.m. At the Institutioa of Civil Engineers, Great 
George Street, 8.W. Discussion on improving the usefulness of the 
Insti.ution. 

Thursday, January 27th. At the Institution of Civil Engineers, Great 
George Street, S. W. At 6 p.m. Paper on Temperature Limits of Large 
Alternators," by Mr. G. A. Juhlin. 

North - Eastern Centre.—Monday, January 24th. 
Institute, Wes'gate Road, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


At the Caxton 
Lecturette on Motor Lachts,“ by 


At the Mining 
At 7.15 p.m. Paper on 
“Bome Economic Aspects of e.h.t. Distribution by Underground Cables,” 
by Mr. R. O. Kapp. 

North - Midland Centre. — Tuesday, January 25th. At the Hotel 
Metropole, Leeds. At 7 p.m. Paper on The Distribution of Electricity," 
by Mr. W. B. Woodhouse. 

South-Midland Centre (Students' Section).— Tuesday, January 25th. 
At the Birmingham University. At 7.30 p.m. Paper on Thermionic 
Valves,” by Mr. J. A. Cooper, 


Manchester Wireless Society. „5 January 26th. At 7.90 p.m. 
At the Albion Hotel, Manchester. 


Royal Society of Arts.— Wednesday, Jania 26th. At John Street, Adelphi, 

W.C. At 4.30 p.m. Paper on Jhe Origin and Development of the 

Research Associatiois established by the Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research," by Mr. A. Abbott. 


Belfast Association of Engineers. — Thursday, January 2Tth. At the 
Municipal Technical Institute. At 6.47 p.n. Paper on The Mechanical 
Handling and Conveying of Materials,“ by Mr. R. P. Terry. 


Chelmsford Engineering Society. — Thursday, January 27th. At the East 
Anglian Institute of Agriculture. At 7 p.m. Paper on Electric Winders 
for Collieries," by Mr. C. 8. Buyers. 


Liverpool Engineering Society. — Thursday, January 27th. 
change Hotel, Liverpool. At 7 p.m. Annual dinner. 


Edinburgh Electrical Society.—Friday, January 28th. At the Philosophical 


Institute. At B p. m. Papers on Eleetrical Wonders in Guernsey, by 
Mr. E. C. Catford. 


Physical Society of London. — Friday, January 28th. At the Imperial 
llege of Science, Soutn Kensington, S.W. At ö p.m. Ordinary meeting. 


Association of Engineers-In-Charge.—Saturday, January th. At Bt. 
Bride's Institute, Bride Lane, E. c. At 7 p.m. Discussion on “The 
Associgtion and its Future Activities.’ To be opened by Mr. A. E. Penn. 

Manchester Association of Engineers.—Saturday, January 29th. At the 


Memorial Hall, Albert Square. At 7 p.m. Paper on Cast Iron v. Bemi- 
Steel,“ by Mr. E. Wheeler, p 


At the Ex- 


NOTES. 


The “Electrical Review” Index. — The Index to 
Vol. LXX XVII of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW, which will shortly be 
printed, will be supplied only to those who, through the post, 
specially apply for it. To such it will be supplied for 6d., post 
free. Any reader or advertiser, at home or abroad, who requires a 
copy for binding or for other purposes, is asked to make early 
application therefor to the Publisher, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 
4, Ludgate Hill, London, E.C. 4. 


Freemasonry.—The next regular meeting of the Kelvin 
Lodge will be held at Mark Masons Hall, Great Qaeen Street, 
London, W.C. 2., on Friday, 28th inst., at 4 p.m. 


Electricity on Board Airships.— Commenting upon the 
passenger airships, R. 36 and R. 37, which are being built for the 
Civil Aviation Department of the Air Ministry, the Daily Chronicle 
states that electric cooking apparatus is to be installed, in 
addition to many other details to cater for the comfort and con- 
venience of passengers. 


Edison on the After-Life.—An interview with Thomas 
Edison, the inventor, is published in the current issue of the 
London Magazine, Although Edison does not express any definite 


views 1 to the persistence of conscious life after death, it seems 


clear that he regards the subject as worth careful investigation. 
The apparatus he ia perfecting, if successful in enabling the people 
of this world and the spirits of the next world to communicate 
with each other, will cause, he says, a tremendous sensation.“ 
Whatever Edison may have concluded as to the after-life, he is very 
definite as to whether the earth ard ita life exists simply as a 
result of an accident. He says.— I can no more doubt the 
existence of an Intelligence tbat is running un than I do the 
existence of myself. —The Times. 


Appolntments Vacant.— Telegraph engineers (£480) for 
the Nigerian Government; draughtsman (£6) (temporary) for 
the Wimbledon Corporation electricity department; plumber- 
jointer for the Corporation of Salford electricity department ; 
plumber-jointers for the Burnley Borough Council electricity 
department. See our advertiscment pages to-day. 


Norwegian Rustless Steel.— Berlingske Tidende learns 
from Christiania that the Norek Electro-Kemisk Aktieselekab, 
whore works are at Tysse, has long been experimenting with a 
special ferro-chrome alloy, produced electrically, which will not 
rust, and which is not affected by most acids. The process of 
production is said to be £o cheap that the new steel will not cost 
more than other kinds. The company contemplates the establish- 
ment of works for the prcduction of the new steel.— Reuter: Trade 
Service (Copenhagen), 


the matter of concessions ; 


The Engineers’ Club for London.— On Monday last 
Mr. Edmund L. Hill was the guest of the Batti-Wallahs' Society at 
luncheon at the Holborn Restaurant, and delivered an interesting 
and inspiring address on the Engineers’ Club for London, of 
which he is the hon. secretary pro tem. Referring to his intimate 
acquaintance with the Manchester Engineers’ Club (of which he 
was one of the founders and hon. secretary), Mr. Hill mentioned 
that Mr. H. T. Wilkinson had played a leading part in setting on 
foot the movement in London. At Manchester the proposal had 
met with a good deal of hostile criticism, and some 18 months’ 
hard work was required to establish the Club, but it was a huge 
success ; it had 850 members, and a long waiting list, and had a 
building fund of £50,000. In London the amount of adverse 
criticism that had been received was practically negligible. The 
scope of the Club should be wide, including industries allied to 
engineering, and both the commercial and technical sides; it 
would ba designed not only for London, but also for members from 
the Provinces and the Oversea Dominions throughout the Empire. 
There was a possibility of securing a temporary home for the Club, 
in which event a start might be made by midsummer, In order to 
improve the load factor" members should use it to the full; 
they must provide a service 82 cheap and efficient that members 
could not do without it, including ample bedroom accommodation 
and really good food. With regard to the all-important question 
of finance, Mr. Hill gave a long list of the eminent gentlemen who 
had promised to serve on the preliminary Organising Committee, 
and would have to consider this subject; he deprecated the 
adoption of a high entrance fee, which would keep out young 
engineers, but thought that an acnual subscription of 10 or 12 
guineas would be necessary. The service of the Club must be 
perfect in all respects, Such an institution was an ideal worth 
working for—and it would involve a great dual of herd work, to 
provide a fitting and abiding home for the noblest profession in the 
world. 

The chairman, Mr. W. E. Warrilow, drew attention to Mr. Hill's 
great work in connection with the Federation of British Industries. 
Mr. Wansbrough, president of the Cable Makers' Associstion, 
proposing a vote of thanks to Mr. Hill. said that no one was better 
fitted than he to start the Club, and Mr. Dixon, seconding, said it 
was a disgrace to London that it had no real meeting place for 
engineers. The vote was accorded with enthusiasm and musical 
honours, and Mr. Hill, in acknowledging it, pointed out that the 
movement was not due to himself alone, but to a number of 
promoters. 


A New German Electric Car.—The Molor states that 
a new electric motor-car is being manufactured at the rate of 
100 per month by a Berlin firm. The price of the car complete is 
14,000 marks—at present exchange rates, about 4 56. 


Detecting Faults in Colls.— In our issue of January 
14th, page 52, we described a method for the detection of short 
circuits in motor armature coils outside the motor. A corres- 
pondent asks whether any of our readers can give a description of 
a similar apparatus for the motor ovils already in position in 
stators and rotors. 110-V single-phase current is availab‘e 
on site. 


The liford Shut Down. — As we go to press, we learn 
that at 6 p.m. on January 19th a coaference was held between the 
Council and the Min'stry of Latoar (representsd by Dr. Macnamara, 
Sir David Shackleton and Mr. H. F. Wilson). Following this 
conference, certain proposals were placed before a full meeting of 
the Council, when it was agreed to adopt the E.P.E A. Schedule 
immediately, at the same time calling upon the Ministry of Labour 
to form a Boarl of Appeal to wh ch recommendations for the revi- 
sion of the terms of th2 Schedule might be submitted. 

This des‘sion was arrived at shortly after 8 p.m., and in les: than 
half-a a-hour normal work was resumed at the electricity works. 


The Stoke Newiagton Contracts.—The Borough Council 
has decided to lcdge an appeal azainst the recent decision of the 


Court in the matter of pre-war contracts with the North Metro- 
politan E P. S. Co. 


Swedish Enterprise in Russia.—According 19 the 
Swedish newspapers, the Vice-President of the Russian Supreme 
Economic Council has just declared that among the concessions in 
course of preparation is one for the Allmänna Svenska Elektriska 
A.B. of Viastera3, which is invited to start the construction of 
turbines and other plant at the company's former works at 
Jaroslaw. On inquiry made at the office of the Swedish company, 
Mr. Linden, manager of the company, is reported to have confirmed 
the report that negotiations for this purpose have been opened, 
although they are in a preliminary stage. The proposal has been 
nitiated by the Russian authorities, 4nd the conditions put forward 


correspond with those fixed generally by the Soviet Government for . 


all possible foreign concessions in Russia. In addition to the 
Allmanna Co,the L. M. Ericsson Telephone Co. and the Swedish 
Ball Bearings Co. are in negotiation with the Soviet authorities in 
and the latter are also eaid to be pro- 
posing to grant concessions to Americans and Germans for the 
establishment of tanning, dye and leather works, also concessions 
to English firms. 


A First-Aid Appllance.— A giant eye-magnet for the 
removal of fragments of metal from injured eyes has been installed 
in the operating theatre of Preston Royal Infirmary. The inatru- 
ment was designed by Mr. J. F. Simpson, tramway engineer, with 
the assistance of Mr. G. J. Gibbs, consulting electrical engineer, 
The cost has been defrayed by workmen engaged in the metal 
trades of the district, 
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Fatalities. —A youth of 16, named Leslie Harrison, of 
Handsworth, Birmingham, was recently killed whilst engaged at 
the works of Mesars. J. Grove & Sons, of Hales Owen. He was in 
the employ of the Staffordshire, Shropshire, and Worcestershire 
Electric Power Co., and was sent to do work in a cubicle, and he 
was warned that there were live wires in it, A cry was heard, and 
Harrison was found bending over the wires. His work had been 
completed, and the foreman stated at the inquest, at which a 
verdict of '' Accidental death " was returned, that he thought that 
the lad returned to the box to have another look at it before it was 
inspected 


An inquest was held at West Leigh, on January 14th, on John 
Boardman (21), of First Avenue, Hindley, who, while passing along 
the oolliery railway line, saw an electric cable fusing, and setting 
fire to one of the poles, Boardman went over the hedge, and a few 
minutes Jater a companion heard a scream, and saw flames shoot 
into tbe air. Boardman was found unconscious, and he died three 
minutes later. The fingers of his left hand were almost burnt 
through. A verdict of Death from misadventure " was ret urned.— 
Liverpool ‘Post. " i 


A New Wireless Station at Northolt. —We have received 
some interesting particulars of a new wireless station which is 
being erected by the Post Office at Northolt, which is quite close to 
London, lying half-way between Uxbridge and Harrow. The 
aerial system will consist of a triangular network, each eide of 
which will be 650 ft. in length. and the aerial will be supported 
by three Elwell wooden lattice towers, each 446 ft. in height. The 
earth system will consist of a network of copper strip connected 
to metal plates buried at the bottom of the excavations made to 
receive the stay wire anchorages, and the tower and building 
foundations. The transmitting equipment, both primary and 
secondary. will be Elwell-Poulsen arc generators fitted with remote 
control. The decision to install these arc generators was reached 
after alternative tenders had bren obtained for valves and alter- 
pators. In the near future a valve set employing the latest 
practice in valves, viz, the high-power Mallard silica valves, will 
also be installed. When this has been dore, comparative tests will 
be made to ascertain which system is the more economical ard 
reliable in commercial operation. The specification calls for a 
minimum ‘output of 50 A in the aerial, and arrangements are being 
made for the emission of a single wave when transmitting, and the 
complete suppression of radiation when spacing, instead of the 
usual de-tuning. It is believed that this will be the first aro 
station of any size to operate commercially on this principle. 
Many advantages are gained by being able to stop radiating when 
spacing, euch as the saving in power, and the freedom from 
jamming which will result. Although the output to the aerial is 
quite considerable, tbe station will be operated directly from the 


Cevtral Telegraph Office, London, at a speed of about 60 words per 


minute, but provision has been made for the use of high-speed 
eignaling at more than 100 words per minute. The contract 
for the whole of the wireless equipment and masts has b2en p'aced 
in the hands of Mr. C. F. Elwell, who is at present also completing 
the two Imperial wireless stations at Oxford and Cairo. We 
published a fully illustrated description of the Elwell apparatus in 
our issue of April 2nd, 1920. The object of the new station is to 
give direct working to Central Europe, and the rates per word 
will be tbe same as the existing telegraph rates. The service 
should be vastly superior, bowever, as the use of linea passing 
through many different foreign countries will be eliminated. 


Supply Company and Juvenile Employé, — The 
Plympton Electric Supply Co.. South Devon, was summoned at 
Plympton Petty Sessions on Monday for two offences under the 
Factory Acts. One related to the unlawful employment of a 
young person on Sundays, and the second charge was that of 
emp'oying him without proouring the requisite medical certificate. 
Mr. Joeeph Owner, Inspector of Factories, told the Court that the 
Act laid it down quite clearly that an employer who employed any 
person under 16 years of age, must, within seven days of that 
employment, obtain from a surgeon in the district, a certificate of 
the physical fitness of the employé Defendants had been served 
with a notice in which that requirement appeared. A boy named 
Gil, who bad been employed by the defendants for 15 months, had 
never been examined by a doctor, and no attempt had been made 
to get a medical oertificate. The boy was also employed on 
alternate Sundays from 4 p.m. to 11 pm., and it would be far 


better were a man employed to do the work. A fine of 10s. in 


respect, of each summons was imposed. 


Edscational.—The curriculum of the “day continuation 
schools under the Education Act, 1918. which commenced on 
January 10th, includes mathematics and science, as well as 
"practical subjects," such as mechanical drawing and workshop 
construction. 

The Second Congress of the Universities of the Empire is to be 
held at Oxford early in July. Among the many important 
questions selected for discussion are The Universities and 
Research," ‘‘ The Universities and the Teaching of Civics, Politics 
and Sccial Economios," and The Universities and Secondary 
Education." 


German Lamp Prodnction.—It is stated that the pro- 
du tion of wire filament lamps in Germany in the financial year 
1919 20 amounted to 59,520,000, of which 13,370,000 were for 
export markets, and, consequently, not liable to the tax on lamps. 
The number of carbon-filament lamps made was 4,680,000 ; incan- 
descent gas mantles, 48,030,000, of which 3,760,000 were for 
export ; and arc lamp carbons, 1,090,000 kg., of which 260,000 kilos 
were for external markets. 


Swedish Alloy Discovery.—A quite new alloy of copper 
and aluminium without impurities— which have hitherto frustrated 
all previous experiments in the practical utilisation of the alloy— 
is reported to have been worked cut for practical use by a Swedish 
factory. The new alloy has been named alcobrons“ As the 
material in question is not affected by salt water, it is specially 
adapted for ship's metal work, propellers, and condensing tubes, 
and it is said to be of considerable utility in other respects, — 
Morning Post, 


INSTITUTION NOTES. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers.—On Thursday last week, 
Prof. Sir William Bragg, K.B.E., F.R.S., delivered the twelfth 
Kelvin lecture, taking as his subject “Electrons.” Before a 
crowded meeting, the lecturer, starting "at the beginning," out- 
lined in a most interesting and able manner the discoveries that 
have been made in recent years in connection with the subject. 
The President, Mr. Ll. B. Atkinson, announced that the Council had 
decided that descriptions of inventions or new patented devices 
should be accepted for publication in the Institution Journal. 
Such matter would be given priority of publication, and it was 
thought that the value of the Journal would thereby be enhanoed. 


NORTH-EASTERN CENTRE.—At a meeting of this Centre, held at 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, on the 10th inst., Mr. J. R. Beard, in the chair, 
Mr. Ll. B. Atkineon, President of the Institution, delivered an 
address, taking as his subject portions of that which he delivered in 
London, emphasising especially the spplication of electricity to 
agricclture, and electric vision. He then turned to what he called 
politics in industry and production. and spoke of social and 
industrial unrest. In reply to aquestion as to his association with 
the North of England, the President said he commenced his oon- 
nection with mining in that district in 1885 or 1887, when the 
transmission of power by means of electricity was engaging the 
attention of no one more keenly than the mining expert. In that 
district he was mainly engaged in the application of electricity to 
coal-cutters, and the first largeinstallation was that at the Lambton 
Collieries, where there was a generating plant of about 400 b. p.: the 
electrically-driven winding engine put down there was the first 
placed in the world. The dangers that might arise were the cable 
to be cut by a fall, turned his attention to that question, and he 
found its solution in the making of a split conductor. There was 
great difficulty iu the working of the coal-cutters, because the 
organisation in those days was not what it was now. It was 
interesting to note that the coal-cutting machines used to-day hardly 
differed from the early ones, but it was needless to say that ooal 
mines were very much better organised. 


ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP EXAMINATION.—It is proposed, if a 
sufficient number of candidates make application, to hold in 
London, in April, 1921, an examination for associate membership. 
Arrangements will also be made for the examination to be held at 
Local Centres in the United Kingdom and abroad. Applicants 
desiring to sit for the examination should send their entry forms 
and examination fees in time to reach the Secretary of the Institu- 
tion, 1, Albemarle Street, London, W. 1, not later than March Ist, 
1921. Entry forms and copies of the examination regulations may 
be obtained on application to the Secretary. 

LIVERPOOL SUB-CENTRE OF THE NORTH-WESTERN CENTRE.— 
Three papers on Electric Welding were read before this Sub- 
Centre, at the Laboratories of Applied Electrioity, the University, 
Liverpool, on Monday last. Dr. J. H. Paterson dealt with The 
Chemical and Metallurgical Aspects of Electric Arc Welding." 
He very briefly pointed out the difficulties yet to be overcome in 
electric welding, especially on the metallurgical side, and hinted 
that there was a very wide field open for reeearch. Mr. L. B. 
Wilson dealt with “ The Cost of Electric-Resistance Welding," and 
gave some very interesting figures relating to the financial side of 
electric welding. He further showed on the ecreen the latest 
developments in machires for the purposes of resistance welding. 
Both Dr. Paterson and Mr. Wilson displayed some very interesting 
samples showing the possibilities of electric welding. Mr. F. J. 
Heyes outlined briefly the work that he had actompliehed on 
* Electric Arc Welding Applied to Aluminium " in the course of a 
research carried out in the Laboratories of Applied Electricity; the 
University, Liverpool. The paper was very interesting, and opened 
up the possibilities of the welding of alaminium. A very interest- 
ing discussion followed, in which Messrs. Turney, Malpas, Rettie, 
Astley, Morton, Collie, Wilson, Harrison, Miller, and Dr. Marchant 
took part. 

SCOTTISH CENTBE.—Conversazione, February 3rd, 1931. Refer- 
ring to the circular dated November 23rd, 1920, members who have 
not yet applied for ticketa are requested to communioate not later 
than Wednesday, January 26th, with Mr. R. B. Mitchell, Glasgow 
Corporation Electricity Department, or Mr. Joseph Taylor, hon. 
secretary. 


Chelmsford Engineering Society.—At a meeting held on January 
13th, at the East Anglian Institute of Agriculture, a lecture on 
Poly phase Induction Motors” was given by Mr. P. Huggins, of 
Messrs. Crompton's engineering ataff. The lecturer outlined the 


. history of the invention, and Mr. Huggins explained the working 


of induction motors, illustrating his remarka by & number of 
lime-light slides. In conclusion, Mr. Huggins acknowledged his 
thanks to Messrs. Crompton x Co. for kindly giving him permiesion 
to illustrate the construction and performance characteristics of 
their machines. Tho lecture was „ien discussed. | 


86 | THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. [vol 88. No. 2,252, Jaxvany 21, 1931 


Rallway Engineers’ Conference.—At the meeting of the Rail- 
way, Electrical, and Telegraph Engineers’ Conference in London, 
on December 12th, Mr. F. Downes, telegraph engineer, of the 
Great Northern Railway, was appointed President for the year 1921. 

Na‘lonal Association of Supervising Electricians. —On Saturday 
last wcek the annual dinner of the Association was held at the 
Holborn Restaurant; the president, Mr. J. 8. Highfield, occupied 
the cbair, and the company numbered some 150 members and 
guests. After the toast of The King” had been duly honoured, 
Mr. Whitley, chairman of the Council, propoeed " The President,” 
remarking that if institutions, like nations, deserved. the Govern- 
ments they got, the Association must indeed be one of the most 
worthy institutions in the country, for ita three presidents —Meesrs. 
Dykes, Trotter, and Highfield— were of superlative excellence. 
Mr. Highfield had occupied that post for three years; at their 
meetings he was always able to draw upon an extraordinarily wide 
experience to engage their interest on any subject that came under 
discussion, and they regarded him with feelings not only of 
admiration, but of affection. The toast was acoorded musical 
honours with enthusiasm, and Mr. Highfield, responding. expressed 
his sincere appreciation of the compliment at the hands of so 
eminent a body of friends. He was glad that they held their 
prasident in honour as president ; the principle was of fundamental 
importance to the national interests, that an association of men, 
for whatever purpose, should choose a leader and follow him with 
loyalty. l 

Captain Masters, proposing ''The Association," said that though 
he was not a supervising electrician, at any rate he supervised 
The Electrician, & function which, like theirs, demanded tact and 
patienoe. The Association was bound to grow in size and usefulness 
as the electrical industry developed; it was a kind of institution 
that was both desirable and necessary. Speculating on the part 
that would be played by the gentler sex in the future of the 
industry, he pointed out that there were many women supervising 
electricians already. 

Mr. Revell, in reply, paid a well-deserved tribute to the titanic 
work that had been done for the Association by Mr. Banister, their 
hon. secretary, who, unfortunately for the Association, was obliged 
to retire from the post next month on account of ill-health. The 
Association was founded for purely educational purposes, but had 
been compelled by circumstances to enter Trade Unionism ; its 
educational objects, however, would never be lost sight of. In its 
ranks supervisors and foremen mingled and exchanged experience 
in the spirit of true fraternity. The Association had had to face 
much trouble, but bore no ill-feeling against the bodies which had 
attacked it. 

Mr. Windebanke proposed “The Press,” to which he offered 
useful hints for the enlivening of its pages, concluding with a 
tribute to its impartiality and instructional qualities, and the 
assistance which it afforded to the profession to which they were 
all proud to belong. Mr. A. H. Allen, responding, pointed out that 
the Association was the only one of its kind with which the Elec- 
trical Press had never had occasion to differ, and expressed the 
hope that it would continue to prosper and progress on the lines 
which it had marked out for itself. 

Mr. A. J. Stiling proposed The Visitors,” and incidentally 
announoed that on March 29th the Association would hold a dis- 
cussion on Gas v. Electricity for Lighting, Heating, and Power," 
_ with Mr. Goodenough leading for gas, and Mr. J. W. Beauchamp 

for electricity. Responding to the toast, Mr. A. W. Wyatt remarked 
that the Association was founded on the sound principles of 
altruism and education. 

The toasts were interspersed with a well-arranged programme 
of music and song, and the proceedings were thoroughly enjoyable, 

Edinburgh Electrical Soclety. —The opeving meeting of the 
year was held on January 14th, when Mr. W. F. Mitchell read a 
paper entitled, Some Notes on Cables.“ The author briefly 
described the development of practice with regard to heavy town 
mains and distributors. The various methods of insulating were 
illustrated, and the reasons given for the failures or successes of 
some of these. The question of v.ir. cables for direot-ourrent 
supply was specially considered, and numerous specimens of faults 
were exhibited. At the close the author replied to a number of 
questions as to fault localisation and method of jointing, and in 
the course of his reply referred to the possibilities of having 
perished rubber or bitumen oables reinsulated with paper or other 
covering, | 

Physical Soclety of London.—On Friday, January 28th, at 
5 p.m., at the Imperial College of Science, South Kensington, the 
following papers will be read : — 

The Magnetic Separation of the Neon Lines and Runge's Rule," 
by Prof. H. Nagaoka, Imperial University of Tokio. 

“A Method of Demonstrating the Retro-active Property of a 
Triode Oscillator,” by Captain E. V. Appleton, M.A., B. So., R.E. 

" The Quickness of Response of Current to Voltage in a Thermi- 
onio Tube," by D. Owen, B. A., D.Sc., and R. N. Archer, B. So., M. I. E. E. 


Institute of Marine Englueers.— Mr. W. Brooks Sayers, lecturing 
on electronomy, at the Institute, on January llth, gave some 
interesting experiments in support of the theory that varying 
weather conditions are to be accounted for by the effect on our 
atmosphere of electro-vaporous streams from the sun. The violent 
atmospheric disturbances which occur during storms were explained 
on the basis that these electric streams from the sun charged the 
higher atmosphere both with water vapour and electricity up to a 
point at which the disruption discharge known as lightning 
occurred, or there was a buge, more or less continuous, leak 
through which the electric fluid passed, and produced tornadoes, 
whir] winds, waterspouts, and other violent phenomena.— Morning 
Post, 


Paisley Association of Electrical Engineers.—Mr. C. J. Gregg, 
director (Glasgow Branch) Messrs. Falk, Stadelmann & Oo., Ltd., 
delivered 4 paper on " The Progress of Lighting,” to the Associa- 
tion, on January 12th. The speaker traced the progress of 
artificial illuminante through various periods. Industrial, 
domestic, and street lighting were dealt with in their various 
phases. He contended that employers of labour had not yet been 
educated to the many advantages to be derived from an efficient 
lightiug system properly applied, and that an improved standard 
of lighting should be incorporated in the Factory Act ; that it was 
also a matter of immeliate concern to insurance companies, and 
that they should be prepared to allow more favourable rates to 
factories, workshops, and houses which were considered well lighted, 

Barrow aud District Association of Engineers.—At a meeting 
for apprentices, held on January 12th, Mr. J. S. Milner delivered a 
lecture on "The Manufacture of Jigs and Profile Gauges." Mr. 
Milner stated that although jigs and gauges were introduced with 
the object of securing interchangeability of details, the main 
modern incentive to their use was the cheapening of production. 
The jig system had lately been applied in foundries for the accurate 
placing of patterns on moulding machines. This enabled castings 
to be made in perfect register at a minimum oost. Mr. Milner 
carefully and clearly explained the machines used and the methods 
adopted in the manufacture of jigs. The lecture throughout was 
illustrated by lantern slides, and numerous examples of special 
tools, jigs, and gauges were exhibited. 


ur 


OUR PBRSONAL COLUMN, 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
technical or the commercial side of the profession — 
also electrio tramway and railway officials, to heep readers of t 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements, 


PRor. W. M. THORNTON, head of the Electrical Engineering 
Department of Armstrong College, Newcastle-on-Tyne, has been . 
ordered complete rest by the doctors. Dr. Thornton's work has 
been especially heavy recently, owing to the large increase in the 
number of students studying eleotrioal engineering, and it has 
been intensified by his continuing certain work begun during the 
war at the experimental station at Shandon-on-the-Olyde, by the 
Admiralty. At a meeting of the North-Rastern Centre of the 
I.E.E., last session, Dr. Thornton gave some interesting particulars 
as to the work that had been carried out at Shandon and elsewhere 
in the matter of under-water signalling. E 

Exeter Town Council is recommended to inoreaee the salary of 
the electrical engineer, MR. H. D. Munro, from £700 to £760, as 
from October Ist last. The pre-war salary was £475, 

Mr. A. P. RUTHERFORD, late borough engineer at Leith, has 
claimed from the Edinburgh Town Council, owing to the amalgama- 
tion of Leith with the city, a capital sum of £500 as compensation 
for loss of office. 

Mn. W. G. Watson is returning to Australia on January 29th. His 
London address is c/o Mesers. Coombs and Richards, 150, South- 
ampton Row, London, W.C. 1. 

Mr. E. A. UTTLEY, M. I. E. E., M.I.Mech.E, and Mrs. Uttley 
returned to South Africa last Friday en route for Rhodesia, where 
Mr. Uttley will resume his post with the Government as Chief 
Construction and Electric Inspector. He volunteered for war 
service in 1917, and was appointed to the Ministry of Munitions ; 
he has been with the Admiralty for the last three years as sn eleo- 
trical engineer at H.M. Dockyard, Portsmouth. 

Members of the electricity department of the Rhondda Urban 
Council, at their annual dinner at Pontypridd on Saturday, 
presented Mn. H. H. REED, the chief clerk, with a oruet stand. 
The gift was handed to him by Mr. Mark Harcombe, chairman of 
the Gas and Electricity Committee. 

Burton-on-Trent Town Council has increased the salary of the 
borough electrical engineer by £250 a year, making £900 a year. 

MR. W. M. AowoRTH, on whom the King has authorised the 
Viceroy of India to confer the honour of Knight Bachelor, was a 
member of the Royal Commission of Inquiry into Oanadian Rail- 
ways, 1916, and is a director of the Underground Electric Railways 
of London, and other companies. 

' COUNCILLOR H. W. WALE, who has been three years chairman 
of the Electric Tramways Committee of the Ooventry Corporation, 
has been presented by the staff and employós with an illuminated 
address and a silver cigarette case. The presentation was made by 
the general manager, Mr. T. R. Whitehead. 


Obituary.— Mg. RoBERT McLEAN.—We regret to record that 
Mr. R. McLean, for 20 years manager and engineer of the Gaernsey 
States Telephone Department, died suddenly on December 80th. 
Mr. McLean, who was well known in telephone circles, was born 
in 1869 at Musselburgh. He was apprenticed to the National 
Telephone Oo. at Edinburgh in 1885 ; became chief inspector to the 
Mutual Telephone Co., Manchester, in 1890 ; chief inspector to the 
New Telephone Co., London, in 1892; local manager with the 
National Telephone Co. at Cardiff and elsewhere in 1894; and 
was appointed to Guernsey in 1900. Under his care the Guernsey 
Telephone System increased from 679 stations in 1900 to 23,700 at 
the end of 1920, and obtained a reputation for good and economical 
service and administration. 


Wills. —The late MR. GEORGE TANGYE, chairman of Tangye, Ltd. 
left £207,137, net personalty £172,319. 

The late MR. FRANCIS INOE, a direotor of the Electrical Standard- 
ising and Training Institution, left £79,858 gross and £69,457 net, 
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NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Electric Lamp and Bulb Co., Ltd. (172,518).—Private 
company. Registered January 10th. Capital, £100 in £1 shares. To carry on 
the business of electrical manufacturers, supply agents and wholesale and 
retail factors, electrical engineers and contractors, manufacturers of glassware 
of all kinds, &c. Ihe first director» are: F. Kitchener, 25, Boileau Road, 
Ealing, W. 5; A. H. Greening, 15, Cliffords Inn, E.C. 4. Registered office: 15, 
Ciiflords Inn, E.C. 


Elco Electric Manufacturing Co., Ltd. (172,517).— Private 
company. Registered January 10th. Capital, £12,000 in £1 shares. To take 
over the business of a manufacturer, factor and repairer of switchboards, con- 
trol panels, starters and electrical appliances carried on by A. C. Wiley, at 
Colston Yard, Colston Street, Bristol, as the Elco Electric Manufacturing 
Co." The first directors are: A. C. Wiley (chairman and managing director), 
Wansdvke, Portbury, Somerset; W. F. Cook, no address stated; F. v. Fifield, 
. Whiteladies Road, Clifton, Bristol. Registered office: 9, Denmark Street, 
Bristol. 


E. A. Ingold, Ltd. (172,591).—Private company. Regis- 
tered January 14th. Capital, £2,000 in £l shares. To take over the busincss 
uf an electrical engineer, factor and agent carried on by E. A. Ingold at 17, 
East Parade, Leeds. The first directors are: E. A. Ingold, 22, Cedar Grove, 
Wortley, Leeds; J. M. H. Hoffman, Prosepet House, Oak Lane, Bradford (both 
permanent, subject to holding 500 shares each, with £50 each per annum as 
remuneration). Solicitor: G. F. Hart, 26, Bond Street, Leeds. Registered 
office; 17, East Parade, Leeds. . 


Miriograph Co., Ltd. (172,524).—Private company. Re- 
gistered January 10th. Capital, £1,500 in 20,000 ordinary shares of Is. each and 
W0 10 cent. preference shares of £l each. To carry on the business of 
advertising sign manufacturers and agents, &c. The subscribers (each with onc 
share) are: F. Bindley, 4, Mitre Court, Temple, E.C., solicitor; P. J. Powell, 


4, Mitre Court, Tempie, E.C., clerk. The first directors ate: F. G. Carter 
(managing director), P. Rowley, Capt. J. C. W. Anderson, G. Udal, and H. 
Sutton. Registered office: Regent House, Regent Street, W. 


White, Andrews & Co., Ltd. (172,586).—Private company. 
Registered January 13th. Capital, £10,000 in EI shares. To carry on the 
business of electrical and general wei founders, smiths, machinists, &c., 
and to adopt an agreement with A. E. White, H, G. Andrews, senr., and H. 
G. Andrews, junr. The permanent directors are: H. G. Andrews, senr. 
chairman), 73, High Street, Reigate; Fl. G. Andrews, junr., 73, High Street, 

eigate; A. E. White, 52, Totterdown Street, Tooting, S.W.; G. F. Bennett, 
North. Villa, Elgin, N.B. The two last named are joint managing directors. 
Secretary: H. G. Andrews, junr. Registered office : 9-10, Water Lane, Lud- 
gate Hill, E.C. 6. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OP BLECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


Metal Industries, Ltd.—Charge on the whole of the com- 
pany's property, dated December 15th, 1920, to secure £160 and further ad- 
vances. Holder: Sir Wilfred Stokes, K.B.E., 32, Victoria Street, Westminster. 


Leatherhead & District Electricity Co., Ltd.—Particulars 
of debentures authorised December 20th for an unlimited amount, but not to 
exceed the amount of the issued capital for the time being, and covered by 
trust deed dated December 28th, 1920, present issue £34,200, charged on free- 
hold land and hereditaments at l'etcham, Surrey, and the company's under- 
taking and property, present and future, including uncalled capital. Trustees : 
P. P. Raili and J. W. Chalkley. 

Norwegian Electric Smelting Co., Ltd.—Declaration of 
trust and deed of indemnity dated December 30th, 1920, to secure all moneys 
payable, under a contract referred to therein, charged on the company's 
undertaking and property, present and future, including uncalled capital. 
HoMer; H. H. Blackburn, 24, Bank Street, Bradford. 

James Keith & Blackman Co., Ltd.—Satisfaction in full 
en December 7th, 1920, of debentures dated October 29th, 1901, securing £300. 

Quead, Ltd.—Particulars of £5,000 debentures authorised 
October 30th, 1920, whole amount issued. Charged on the company's under- 
taking and property, present and future, including uncalled capital. 

Electrical Contracts and Maintenance Co., Ltd.—Satisfac- 
ton in full on December 6th, 1920, of debenture dated February 12th, 1918, 
vcuring £13,000. l 

Semco, Ltd.—-Mortgage dated December 3rd, 1920, to 
secure £800, charged on a, Romford Road, Forest Gate, E.. and right pf 


way. Holders: Misses M. A. and R. Baines, 124, Station Road, Wood Green: 


aad Sir John H. Bethel, Bt., Bushey House, Bushey, Herts. 


Yorkshire Cable Co., Ltd.—Satisfaction in full on Decem- 
ter 23rd, 1920, of debenture dated December 10th, 1917, securing £4,000. 


Brecknell, Munro & Rogers, Ltd.—Satisfaction in full on 
August 12th, 1920, of debenture dated September Ist, 1919, securing all moneys 
or liabilities then due or to become due. 

A. L. Brown & Co., Ltd.—Debenture dated December 
Ih. 1930, to secure £225, charged on company's property, present and future, 
including uncalled capital. Holder: Rev. S. E. Ward, Eldon House, Lower 
Bourne, Farnham, Surrey. "E 

Musselburgh and District Electric Light and Traction Co., 
Ltd.—Satisfaction to the extent of £1,300, on December 
Jr». 1990, of charges dated November 13th, 1905, and May llth, 1909, sccuring 
£99,000. 


- 


€ITY NOTES, 


Presiding at the ordinary general meet- 

The Edison ing on Monday last, Mr. Charles J. Ford 
Swan Electric said it would be noted with satisfaction 
Co., Ltd. that the debenture stock sinking fund was 
gradually increasing, although it had only 

tæn in operation about two years. At the date of the balance 
teet, under the operation of the fund, they had set aside 
8 tots] amount of over £99,000, with which stock had been 
tedeemed to the nominal amount of over £29,000; the stock 
having been purchased at a discount. In addition to that 
amount there bad been purchased, in anticipation of the 
requirements of the sinking fund, £18,184 stock, at a cost 
d £14,620, making s total of both classes of stock purchased 


to date of £47,278, at a cost of £37,620. Sundry creditors and 
credit balances appeared at a figure of over £240,000 more 
than they did last year, and their liability on loans had 
largely increased. The amount of investments, standing at 
over 477.000, had also been very largely increased, and in- 
cluded an interest amounting to 450,000 in the Enfield 
Ediswan Cable Works, Ltd., and £25,000 in the Brotherton 
Ediswan Tubes & Conduits, Ltd.  Freebold and leasehold 
property had been increased by over £75,000, and plant and 
machinery to the extent of about £48,000. Stocks, including 
work in progress, and sundry debtors, had ulso very largely 
increased. About a year ago they entered into an arrange- 
ment with the Philips Glowlampworks, Ltd., of Eindhoven, 
Holland. The Philips Co. possessed. methods, processes, and 
novel labour-saving plant far in advance of that in the works 
of other manufacturers. They were now turning out lamps, 
particularly gastilled, in large quantities, equal in every respect 
to those manufactured by Messrs, Philips in Holland, and 
they were obtaining a ready sale for them. That could not 
be carried out without the expenditure of a large amount 


‘of capital, far more in fact than it was possible to provide 


out of their own resources. They therefore made an arrange- 
ment with Messrs. Philips for the formation of a new com- 
pany, to be called The Ediswan Lampworks, l.td., the capital 
being provided in equal shares by Messrs. Philips and the 
Edison Swan Co. Under that arrangement their lampworks 
would be leased to the new company, except that portion 
of them which they had recently erected, together with the 
machinery and plant thereon. The last would be sold to 
the new lampworks; at the same time the new company 
would take over from them certain stocks and raw materials. 
The outcome of that arrangement would be that they would 
not have to put up any cash, the whole being provided 
by Messrs. Philips. The increased capacity of the factory 
to turn out lamps on a more economical basis would doubtlesa 
help the company to bear the higher charges for wages, and 
provided there was no material falling-off in the demand 
for their lamps, be wus satisfied they would be able to show 
satisfactory profits in future, in spite of the increased wages 
bill. The shareholders were aware that they had entered into 
arrangements with the Sangamo Electric Co. of the United 
States to co-operate with that company in the production of 
all classes of electric meters at their Ponders End works. 
They had erected buildings there which were now being 
equipped with the necessary plant and machinery, capable of 
turning out those articles on a large scale, und they believed 
from the support which they had already received that they 
would readily dispose of the whole of the output. When they 
looked at the very great increase in the turnover which had 
taken place, they would see that the capital did not bear a 
reasonable proportion to the expansion of the business and 
the higher costs of production. The solution of the dithculty 
was additional capital, but at the present moment it was 
wholly impossible to provide that. In the absence of further 
capital it had become absolutely necessary to husband their 
cash resources, and although a substantial profit had been 
earned, it would have been a suicidal policy to dip into those 
resources in the payment of even a dividend of, say, 5 per 
cent., which would absorb about £50,000. If they could 
without prejudice to the position, see their way to pay an 
interim dividend before the end of the financial year at 
June 30th next, they would do so. The business of the com- 
pany was proceeding satisfactorily; the sales were increasing, 
and up to the present they had not been affected by foreign 
competition. 

Replying to a short discussion, the chairman said the board 
could not be held responsible if gentlemen bought the shares 
of the company at a high price on rumours of amalgamation 
or absorption by another company. The Enfield and Brother- 
ton Tube Companies were perfectly good investments. They 

ot large dividends froin them, but they did not go into 
those companies as investors, but as manufacturers, and it 
liad been a very satisfactory arrangement. With regard to the 
export trade, they were doing as much business in that 
direction as it was possible for them to do. They had three 
branches in Australia, and they did a very big business there; 
and the same remark applied to India and South Africa. 

The report was then agreed to. 

Subsequently an extraordinary general meeting was held, at 
which a resolution was passed authorising the creation of 
additional capital by the board from time to time, the chair- 
man explaining that the board did not intend to make any 
issue of capital on any terms until they had first called the 
shareholders together and received their authorisation. 


New Issues.—W. T. Henley'a Telegraph Worka Co., Ltd., 
is issuing 250,000 ordinary shares of £1 each at the price of 
24s. per share. The shares will rank for dividend as from 
January Ist, 1921, but will not participate in the final divi- 
dend which will be paid for 1920. Applications from share- 
holders and debenture stock holders of the company will 
receive preferential treatment. The prospectus states that the 
new capital is required to finance increased business and to 
provide for additions to the works to meet future demands. 
The list closes on January 25th. 

Tramways, Light & Power Co.—The British Trusts Associa- 
tion is offering £200,000 8 per cent. five-vear notes at 954. The 
notes are part of a total amount of £375,000 authorised, and 
are redeemable at £106 on January 7th, 1926. 
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Stock Exchange Notices.—The following have been or- 
dered to be officially quoted :— 

Anglo- Portuguese Telephone Co., L.td.—450,000 5 per cent 
extension debenture stock. 


Liverpool Overhead Railway Co.—Flinal dividend of 1j 
per cent. on the ordinary shares, making 3 per cent., less 
tax, for the year ended December 6th. 


J. G. White & Co., Ltd.—The net profit for 1920 accord- 
ing to the Financial Times) was £28,100. Dividend 7 per 
cent. on both classes of capital. £30,000 to reserve. 


Lima Light, Power & Tramways Co.— Dividend of 2 per 
cent. | : 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


TUESDAY EVENING. 


INVESTMENT stocks show the greatest amount of strength in the 
markets of the Stock Exchange. The volume of business in 
purely investment securities forms the chief part of Stock 
Exchange work to-day. In other words, speculation is dor- 
mant; indeed, is nearly dead in most of the areas which used 


to be regarded as favourite gambling grounds of the public. 
But money accumulates. There is still plenty of capital seek- 
ing investment in Stock Exchange circles. By steady degrees, 
the amount of debenture stocks which was available for pur- 
chasers a month ago is being reduced. The stream of new 
issues runs more slowly than it has been doing of late, but 
there are several new flotations said to be pending, of which 
some at least are on behulf of Colonial electric corporations. 
Stock Exchange betting runs strongly in favour of a reduction 
in the Bank Rate this week. 

The way in which the value of the pound sterling is in- 
creasing, in comparison with that of the dollar, has brought 
about further falls in the prices of dollar securities, amongst 
them the issues of utility companies working in Canada, the 
United States, South America, Japan, and elsewhere. As 
things are, however, the exchange is still sufticiently dis- 
gruntled to make the difference between parity prices in this 
country, and those which rule in the American markets, to 
be extremely pronounced. People who continue to keep alive 
the business of buying and selling between this country and 
the other side of the Atlantic are frankly sceptical about any 
real revival of interest until such time as the quotations in the 
two continents can be brought into much closer correspond- 
ence with each other than is possible at present. The position 
is, of course, that American stock, say of an electric lighting 
or telephone concern, is priced very much higher in this coun- 
try than it is in New York, the difference arising simply from 
the rate of exchange. The British capitalist, however favour- 
ably inclined he may be toward the American investment, 
fights shy of giving so very much more in London than he 
would be asked to pay in New York, although the actual 
amount of money required in both cases would be the same, 
measured in terms of pound sterling and dollars. Were an 
Export Credit scheme to be established, upon which a good 
many hopes are centring now, it 18 a reasonable assumption 
that something of the same kind would be attempted between 
this country and the United States, but until this comes about, 
arbitrage business in Stock Exchange securities is bound to 
continue restricted. 

Radio Corporations of both classes have given way, the 
common to 9s. and the preferred to lls., for which the reason 
seems to be a decline in Marconis to 23. The market lately has 
been & dull one, with no particular interest taken in it, and 
since the dividend disappointment, a continuous selling move- 
ment has been on foot. Marconi preferences have eased off to 
2, and the other Marconi shares are heavy. 

At the meeting of the Edison-Swan Company on Monday, 
the Chairman practically denied that there was anything in the 
nature of any amalgamation on foot with another company. 
The price of the shares is unchanged at 12s. 6d. Metropolitan- 
Vickers preference have been a good spot, with a sharp rise to 


40s., the ordinary improving also at the same time to 2s.; the 


5 is said to be traceable to Birmingham. Vickers, how- 
ever, have given way a little, and other armament issues, to- 
gether with those of the iron, coal and steel group generally, 
are lower owing to the closing down of various works in the 
country. and to the difficulties presented to traders and work- 
men alike. Babcock & Wilcox have risen to 2 5/16, British 
Insulated are a good market at 32s. 6d., Siemens are better at 
21s. 3d., and Telegraph Constructions bave gained 10s. at 21}. 
Henley’s are unchanged at 30s. The company is making a 
new issue of 250,000 ordinary shares of £1 each at 21s. per 
share, to rank for dividend as from January lst this year, 
but not to participate in the ordinary dividend which will be 
paid for 1920. Applications from shareholders and debenture 
holders of the company will receive preferential consideration. 
It will not be surprising if some of the holders of the existing 
shares were to sell these in order to apply for the new issue. 
General Electric preference are a little better at 18s., and the 
ordinary at 24s. 44d. English Electric Notes are firm at 941. 
and Westinghouse Brake debenture stock hardened to 96. 


The Eastern Telegraph group has again strengthened, and 
the usual procession of rises is shown in Westerns, Easterns, 
Globe ordinary and Eastern Extensions. Investors on the 
lookout for safetv and six per cent, are taking up these stocks, 
with the knowledge that to these advantages is added the 
further benefit of the dividends being paid free of tax on the 
ordinary shares. Great Northern Telegraphs have risen to 904. 
The Anglo-American group is quiet, and there is not much 
doing in other telegraphs or telephones. l 

Tube railway stocks are better, with rises in the three issues 
of the Underground Electric Company and in Metropolitan 
ordinary. The dividend declaration on the latter will- be out 
this week. It cannot be said, however, that the railway 
market as a whole is in a satisfactory state: The claim of 
Mr. J. H. Thomas, on behalf of the workmen, that the latter 
should be given a share in the management of the companies 
is not read as a bull point, and the prices of the steam: stocks 
are disposed to sag. The Underground Companies wilt an- 
nounce their dividends on February 3rd. In the foreign 
group, Brazil Tractions are better at 39, and the preferred 
shares rose to 774. 

Westminster Electric ordinary have recovered to their par 
price of 5, and County of London preference at 7% regained 
half their loss of last week. City of London ordinary are also 
better at 23s. 14d. Canadian General Electric ordinary shares 
at 110 and the preferred at 10143 are both better than they 
have been of late. British Electric Transformer preference 
rallied to 13s. 9d. British Electric Traction 5 per cent. deben- 
ture stock at 60 is 2 points higher. Adelaide Electric Supply 
preference gave way to 17s. No importance need be attached 


to the humorist’s effort to connect this with the result of the 


Test matches. The market in rubber shares is stagnant, and 


after their recent premature rush-up, prices of most of the lead- - 


ing shares show a tendency to ease off again. 


SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. 


Home ELROTRICITY ÜOMPANIRS. 


M Dividends paid free of Income Tax. 


1 


Dividend Prioe 
— Jan. 18 Tield 
1918. 1919. 1931. Rise or fall. p. o. 
Brompton Ordinary. ee ee 8 13 — 818 4 4 
Charing Cross Ordinary .. „ 4 7 — 10 0 0 
do. do. do. 43 Pref. .. 43 44 — 888 
Chelsea.. m ee ee ee 8 4 — 6 8 0 
Cit of London ee ee ee 8 10 14 + $4 8 12 9 
o. do. 6 per oent. Pref... 6 6 11 — M s 
County of London .. x — 1 8 7 | = 10 4 
do. do. 6 percent. Pref, 6 8 +) 715 0 
Kensington Ordinary oo c. 6 7 am 906 
London Electric ee ee ee Nil 9) amin = 16: 0 0 
do. do. 6 percent, Pref... 6 6 oe) 10 15 3 
Metropolitan.. T 5% m 6 6 2 — 10 18 2 
do. 4 prent Pref, os 43 4 25 — 815 8 
Bt. James' an Mall .. oe 10 12 om! 912 0 
Bouth London ee ee ry) 5 6 — 9 19 e 
South Metropolitan Pref... eo 7 7 18/9 oon 10 8 8 
Westminster Ordinary  .. à. B 10 5 +È 10 0 0 
TELRGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES. . 
Anglo-Am. Tel. Pref. ee — 6 6 751 xd +1 719 0 
do. Det. ee oe 88/6 lj Wxd -— 10 0 0 
Chile Telephone oe ee 8 6 xd — * 4 4 
Cuba Bub. Ord. ' ee ee ee 7 7 H — 510 7 4 
Eastern Extension ee ee ee 8 10 15) xd + i N 19 8 
Eastern Tel. Ord. .. is T 8 10 1544xd + 94 6 9°65 
Globe Tel. and T. Ord. e 8 10 1 +è *8 19 .8 
do. do. Pref, ee ee 6 6 — 7119 
Great Northern Tel. ee ee 22 22 . 20 -— 10 14 B 
Indo-European e 7 c 01.8 10 80 — 8 6 8 
Marconi ee "I ee ee 25 23 — $ VS ee 
Oriental Telephone Ord. .. ee 10 13 LET — *6 4 0 
United R. Plate Tel. ee ee 8 — ` N 4 
West India and Panama. „„ 1/8 Nil i — ~ Nil 
Wogtern Telegraph., . ee 8 10 153 +2 6 123 
| Hon Rams, f 
Central London Ord. Assented .. 4 4 11 — 3 4 9 
Metropolitan .. oe T ae 1 91 9c +à : 2 0 
do. Distric =e „„ Nil N 1 Nil 
Underground Electric Ordinary Ni Ni - if + Nil 
do. do. “A” ee Nil Nil - - 6d. Nil 
do. do. Income .. b 4 684 +1 — 
. Fomgiew Trams, & 0. E . 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref. .. Nil 5 22 xd — 10 0 0 
do. do. 5% Deb. .. 5 6 BFA +3 817 O0 
` Brazil Tractions .. NM .. Nil Nil B! +1 | Nil 
British Columbia Elec. Rly. Pfce. 65 5 55 d — “9 110 
do. do. Preferred 2 b 54 — 48 9 9 
do. do.  Deferred Ni 8 50 exe *11 8 4 
, do. do. Deb. oe 4 43 64 — 116 0 
Mexico Trams 5 per cent. Bonds.. Nil Nil 88 +1 Nil 
, do. odi cent. Bonds. Nil Nil 9t — Nil 
Mexican Light Common .. ee Ni Nil 123 =a Nil 
do. Pref. ae ee Ni Nil 92 — Nil 
do. lst Bonds. ee Ni Nil +8 Nil 
MANUFACTURING COMPANIES, 
Babcock & Wilcox .. we å 15. 15 35 — 16 10 4 
British Aluminium Ord. .. ee 10 10 — ll 8 6 
British Insulated Ord. e? ee 124 1 15 1 + i 9 5 10 
Callenders oe oe oe ee 25 15 1 — 10 18 9 
si 635 Pref...  .. s 64 63 178 — 7 8 7 
Castner.Kellner ee T oe 20 17 21 — 712 9 
Crompton Ord. ee ee ee 10 10 18 9 — 9d 139 14 0 
Edison- Swan ` os .. eo 10 10 12/6 — 
do. do. 5 per cent. Deb. .. 5 5 70 — 7 210 
Electric Construction ec ee 10 10 $ — 11 8 6 
Gen. Elec. Pre. 64 63 18,- 4 64. 146 
do. Ord. ee T ee 10 10 172 + sy *8: 4 8 
Bor iP 1. ee ee se 26 15 14 - 10 0 0 
O. rel. ee ee ` ee 4 — 7 
ru ul ee. occ» ee iol 105 — d E. 0. 
et.- cokers | * ee eo oe — 7 8 9 +} 8 0 0 
Siemens Ord... T" ee 10 10 1 +h 9 8 2 
Telegraph Con. € . 20 39 21 t i *611 8 
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THE USE OF BALL . BEARINGS 


IN ELECTRIC. MOTORS. 


(COMMUNICATED. ) 


OnLy a few years ago ball bearings on electric motors 
were almost unknown; to-day their use is a matter of 
general practice. Apart from the realisation of their 
advantages that has resulted from experience, the sud- 
den demand is to a certain extent due to the advances 
that have recently been made in the construction of the 
bearings themselves. The fine material used in the 
manufacture of modern ball bearings, and the extreme 
accuracy which distinguishes the construction of those 
of the highest class, have resulted in an article superior 
to the ring-oiled bearing, not only as regards its co- 
efficient of friction, but also in reliability ; and the last 
argument against the ball bearing has thus been an- 
swered. Modern ball bearings have, in fact, proved to 
add very considerably to the reliability of the motors in 
which they have been incorporated, while greatly in- 
creasing their efficiency and economy. While the suit- 
ability of the ball bearing for electric motor applications 
is generally accepted by the larger manufacturers in 
this country, there ‘are still some who adhere to the 
policy of fitting ring-oiled or waste-packed bearings, 
particularly in the manufacture of very small or very 
large motors. In most ‘cases, no doubt, the maker is 
deterred from the use of ball bearings by their initial 
cost, and the consequent necessity of raising the price of 
the motor. 
tion of ball for plain bearings not only justifies the 
extra expense, but actually increases the selling power 
of the motor, the following summary of the advantages 
accruing from such a change has been compiled. 

('ost.—'Yo begin with, the charge made against the 
ball bearing that it is expensive requires investigation, 
because 1f & careful estimate of the cost involved in the 
two cases be made, the difference will be found to be 
very slight, if any at all. 

In the first place, the plain ring- coiled TEM uses 
niore material and more costly patterns, and involves 
a considerable amount of labour in scraping the bear- 
ings. "Thé ball-bearing housing, on the other hand, is 
perfectly simple, smaller in size, and no time eit 
need be spent in the fitting of the bearing, which is a 
self-contained unit, and simply slips into the housing. 
Users will, therefore, be well advised to carry out this 
comparison before making assertions on the subject. 

Maintained Air Gap. Accuracy and freedom from 
wear are among the most notable features of the ball 
bearing. The consequent retention of adjustment keeps 
the rotor in the centre of the magnetic field, and permits 
the manufacturer to employ sinall air-gap clearances 
that would be out of the question in a motor running 
on plain bearings. In induction motors a small air 
gap is of vital importance to the efficiency and power 
factor of the machine. It is one of the chief drawbacks 
connected with plain bearings, that after a time they 
wear down to an extent dependent on loads and con- 
ditions of service. If the wear is allowed to continue, 
the armature will finally come into contact with the pole 
pieces, and stripping of the armature will probably 
result. With a ball bearing, in which.rolling is sub- 
stituted for rubbing friction, wear is negligible, and 
a breakdown such as the above could never occur. 

Im proved Commutation.—On direct-current machines 
the ball-bearing feature of lubricant retention is of the 
utinost importance.  Ball-bearing housings are sealed 
so as to prevent the escape of lubricant, and the com- 
mutator is thus kept clean; fouling of the commutator 
bv an accumulation of conducting dust and oil is ren- 
dered impossible, and commutation is consequently im- 
proved. The precision and durability of bearing setting 
also results in better commutation. The resulting free- 
dom from sparks from the commutator is of great im- 
portance in coal mines, flour mills, woodworking shops, 
and wherever combustible dust is met with, since the 
danger of fire or explosion is materially decreased. 

Comparative Effictency.—On motors in which the 
shaft is subject principally to torque strains, the bear- 
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ing friction forms a comparatively small percentage of 
the power losses. This is the case with direct-coupled 
units, centrifugal pumps, motor-generator sets, &c. 
The bearings have nothing but the weight of the rotor 
to carry, and bearing friction is consequently incon- 
siderable. Where the shaft is subject to bending action, 
however, bearing friction becomes an important con- 
sideration. .This is the case with belt- or gear-driven 
motors, whose bearings are subject to severe bending or 
shock strains, especially at the driving end. Self-align- 
ing ball bearings here show a decided saving over. plain 
bearings. This will be conceded when it is considered 
that the coefficient of friction in the double-row, self- 
aligning ball bearing is about 0.001, and constant under 
all conditions, whereas the friction in the plain bearing 
may vary according to the intensity of pressure, run- 
ning conditions, and even materials used. A smaller 
motor can frequently be used where ball bearings are 
applied, on account of the reduced starting effort. 

Compactness.—Compactness is usually a consideration 
of some importance in the conditions governing the 
industrial use of induction and direct-current motors; 
as a result, manufacturers develop the greatest possible 
horse power from a given size of motor frame. The 
length of the bearings affects the compactness of the 
whole unit to an important degree. Babbited bearings 
are usually designed on the principle of using a bearing 
length of 24 times the diameter of the shaft they sup- 
port. The length of a ball bearing, on the other hand, 
ia usually not more than half the shaft diameter. Sur- 
rounding the ball bearing is the lubricant chamber, 
whose overall length is anything from to 4 shorter 
than the plain bearing for the same motor. As a result, 
the overall length of the whole motor can be reduced by 
from 10 to 27 per cent. by the use of ball bearings. 
When a consideration of floor space or machine arrange- 
ment arises, a ball-bearing motor is thus of considerable 
help in solving the problem. 

Simplicity and Cleanliness.—The use of ball bearings 
reduces head construction to absolute simplicity. In- 
stead of oil rings, wicks, waste packing, chains, and 
other devices necessitated by the use of plain bearings, 
ball bearings require no oiling devices whatever. 
They do away with the need for constant inspection, 
frequent renewal of lubricant, and occasional rebab- 
biting, and need no other attention than periodical 
lubrication. "The latter is necessary at intervals of from 
one week to six months, according to service conditions. 
Cleanliness is assured by fitting the bearing heads with 
sealing grooves, and the danger of goods becoming soiled 
or contaminated by oil is no longer present. 

Cear- driren Motors.—Wherever a gear drive is em- 
ployed, ball bearings are of particular advantage. If 
gears are to run smoothly and quietly, the proper dis- 
tance between pinion and gear centres must be main- 
tained. Wear in plain bearings is often responsible for 
noisy, chattering gears, but ball bearings, which show no 
appreciable wear after long service, ensure accurate mesh 
and consequent good service on the part of the gears. 
Ball bearings are designed for high speeds and heavy 
loads. Their housings are short, and the motor on 
which they are used may be made very compact. Because 
of this compaet construction the distance between the 
hearing and the pinion can be decreased, and the over- 
hung load on the bearing proportionately reduced. 

The Lubrication Problem.—Ball bearings offer the 
user of the electric 1notor the simplest possible solution 
of the lubrication problem. "The ball bearings are con- 
tained in simply constructed head brackets whitch are 
sealed at both sides and by end caps. These end caps 
are fitted close to the motor shaft, and are proof against 
leakage of lubricant às well as against the intrusion of 
moisture, grit, and other foreign substances. The ball 
cage, or retainer, is of such construction that the hear- 
ings are open at the sides, and free circulation of the 
lubricant in the ball paths is thus assured. 
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THE DISTRIBUTION OF ELECTRICITY. 


DISCUSSION AT LIVERPOOL. 


At the eighth ordinary meeting of the LivERPOOL SUB-CENTRE 
of the NORTH-WESTERN CENTRE of the I.E.E., Mr. W. B. 
Woodhouse's paper on the above subject, which was ab- 
stracted in our issue of December 3rd, and Mr. R. O. Kapp's 
paper on Some Economic Aspects of e.h.p. Distribution by 
Underground Cable," which was abstracted in our issue of 
December 17th, were discussed together on December 13th. 
Mr. WELBOURN noted that Mr. Kapp took as his basis 33,000 
volts for transmission and 6,600 volts for detail distribution ; 
Mr. Woodhouse, on the other hand, took 11,000 volts for his 
detail distribution, and the speaker wondered whether they 
ought not to invite them to discuss what the detail distribu- 
tion should be. He could not help thinking that those gentle- 
men had specific cases in their minds rather than the general 
.case, and they were recommending what they found the 
right pressure for their particular case. Mr. Kapp laid it 
down as fundamental that they must have one spare cable, 
but surely that could not be a general rule. If they had a 
cable supply into a consumer's premises one spare cable gave 
a duplicate supply, but if a supply to a sub-station required 
six or eight cables it surely could not be right to have one 
spare cable. With the modern cable at 6,000 volts, the over- 
load capacity would be quite sufficient during the time one 
broken down cable was out of commission. Mr. Kapp said: 
It is very doubtful indeed if engineers will decide in future 
schemes that the advantages of cable protective gear are 
great enough to justify its cost," but that seemed to him to 
be quite a fundamental difference, and if he understood Mr. 
Woodhouse's paper on that subject, he advocated whole- 
heartedly the necessity for some protective gear, especially 
jin those cases where they had an interconnected network. 
On some of the large networks in this country it had been 
found an absolute sine qua non that they should have instan- 
taneous protective gear so that in the event of a fault between 
phases, or to earth, the line should be automatically discon- 
nected before any synchronous motor could fall out of step. 
Mr. Kapp's contribution to the subject of cable temperatures 
was one of the most helpful he had seen. Mr. Woodhouse's 
expression for the current-carrying capacity of 11,000-volt 
armoured cable laid direct in the ground was an entirely 
arbitrary expression, and did not convey very much unless 
they were told the continuous copper temperature he was 
considering. The total operating experience of the world 
with 33,000-volt cable was limited to some 50 miles of cable, 
if his information was correct. It seemed to him rather 
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of jumping wholesale from 33,000 to 66,000 volts without 
having a great deal more experience, which could only come 
from extended knowledge of the behaviour of compound dielec- 
trics under continued stress over a period of years under 
operating conditions. 

Mr. J. A. MoRTON wanted to know how Mr. Kapp arrived 
at his statement that '' the capital charges on the e.h.t. dis- 
tribution system of a super-power scheme will be comparable 
with the coal bill and may even exceed it." He did not think 
such capital charges could ever come near the cost of the 
coal bill; if the figure was one-third he thought it would be 
nearer the mark. Later on he said the average charge 

r unit may be as low as about 0.05d. or as high as about 
EA to cover the capital charges alone on e.h.t. distribu- 
tion.” From his (the speaker’s) figures he thought the 
capital charges ought really to be about half what Mr. Kapp 
mentioned. The lack of taking feeder loss into account in 
Mr. Kapp's paper made one feel that one would have to 
use the figures, &c., which he put down, very carefully. Mr. 
Woodhouse pointed out that those losses were a very important 
part of the transmission of energy, just as important as the 
capital cost which Mr. Kapp dealt with, and he would prob- 
ably find that if those losses were taken into account he would 
come to different conclusions on several points. With regard 
to the most economical position of a sub-station,’’ a method 
which was sometimes used was to let L, L. L., &c., 
represent the individual loads, and z,, æ, z,, &c., and y, y, Us» 
&c., represent the distances of those loads from any two fixed 
lines ox and ox at right angles to each other. Then the 
“ gub-station position ° was that point which was the dis- 
tance l 


(Gri LI + 2, Ly + 23 Lg, Ko.) / UI + L; + 13, &o., (from ox, and) yi 
Ly + Y: Ly t Y3 Ly, Ac.) / (LI + Ly + Ls, &0.,) from OY. 


Personally, he thought that method was near enough, and he 
mentioned it because Mr. Kapp said he had not met with 
any other method of doing it except by that ingenious string 
method which was a very good one, and would be very useful. 
Mr. Kapp decided on economical voltage: purely from the 
point of view of capital cost. If he had taken the annual total 
costs into consideration he would have probably found it 
would pay to use 30,000 volts at a less distance. He thought 
Mr. Kapp had an inkling of that because he mentioned that 
he would be inclined to adopt that pressure for less distance. 
A rather extraordinary statement, to his mind, was that he 
believed ‘‘ that 0.075 cq. in., or some figure near to it, will in 
future become the standard cross section on 6,600-volt net- 
works, with possibly feeders of some smaller cross section 
on the outer fringe of the supply area.’’ For instance, there 


- per mile laid, and the other £0.93. If the annual I 


was a distinct saving in capital cost by the use of one .25 cable 
instead of two .076 cables; in one case it was £1.045 per kVA 
E losses 
had also been taken into account and added to the capital 
cost, the comparison would be still more in favour of the one 
.25 cable. His experience in cables suggested that wherever 
possible they could use one cable up to .3 sq. in. for economy 
rather than two smaller ones, such as suggested by Mr. Kapp. 
Mr.. Woodhouse mentioned the fact that ''the load factor 
of the losses was less than that of the load, and that allow- 
ance ought to be made in the cost of the waste energy on 
account of this." Another similar point was that the annual 
charges on the increased size of main to transmit the losses 
ought also to be taken into account. When they took those 
into account they might get the cost of wasted energy in a 
cable 30 per cent. more than the actual cost at the power 
station. Dealing with the economic pressure, he did not 
think there were any simple formule of the Kelvin’s law 
pattern which could deal with that question in a simple, 
straightforward way, especially when they were dealing with 
e.h.t. transmission. For overhead lines, Prof. Stil gave a 
rough formula for the voltage for lines over 20 miles long, 
and the economic voltage (kV) was 5.5 / miles kW / 100. He 
had found that useful for overhead work, but not for under- 
ground cables. Mr. Woodhouse stated that the extra cost 
involved by an increased size of conductor forming part of a 
cable laid direct in the ground did vary in strict proportion 
to the weight of metal. He (the speaker) did not think that 
was so. For instance, taking a .04 l.t. 3-core and a . l. t. 
3-core cable, the metal cost varied as 1: 0.65, while the cost 
of insulation and lead, &c., varied as 1: 2.65, while witn the 
same sizes of 6,600-volt armoured cable the cost of insulation, 
&c., varied as 1: 1.8. It was such things which made it 
difficult to use simple formule for cable work. Mr. Wood- 
house mentioned many modifying influences which spoiled 
the simple beauty of those formule. They took no account 
of the dielectric losses which went on all the time whether 
a cable was carrying a load or not. Those losses might even 
be the governing factor, being very considerable in some cases, 
such as in, say, a ten or 20-mile transmission of 12,000 kW as 
between 30,000 and 60,000 volts, because in that case the di- 
electric loss in a 60,000-volt cable at 40 per cent. l.f. would 
be more than the I’R loss, and although the dielectric losses 
cost less than the I?*R losses, having 100 per cent. load factor, 
yet when they were taken into account they put a different 
uspect on matters in the case of bulk transmission where heavy 
loads had to be taken over a considerable distance. Another 
point was that the power factor of such e.h.t. cables rose with 
the pressure so that the dielectric losses did not vary as the 
square of the pressure, but as something more. The power 
factor of & 30,000-volt cable would be less than one for 60,000 
volts, though no one knew much about 60,000-volt cable yet. 
Those were points which had to be taken into account, and 
made an important difference in arriving at the most economi- 
cal size and voltage. For bulk supply, he found, working on 
dielectric losses which & cable maker might be expected to 
get, and taking costs of switchgear, &c., into account, that 
generally speaking, if the load was not too great for one cable 
to carry then a 30,000-volt cable was equally if not more 
economical than a 60,000-volt cable up to 20 miles run, and 
the risk was less. One could lose a lot of money in dielectric 
losses. He wished personally that instead of having to qualify 
all those nice equations, someone would invent a high voltage 
d.c. system so that they could apply Kelvin's law in its 
pristine simplicity without any tomfoolery. Mr. Woodhouse 
suggested that by his equations they could ascertain economic 
size and pressure, but his experience was that they could not; 
it was usually only by laborious processes tried upon different 
cables that a man could arrive at what was the economic 
pressure. When they came to really high pressures they had 
to consider other matters besides I*R losses and capital charges 
—they had their transformer losses and the extra risk, a very 
important thing which could not be expressed in £ s. d 
Mr. NisBETT said that both papers were particularly appro- 
riate, because a fashion had set in for the concentration of 
arge amounts of power into one central station, with con- 
sequent increase of the area supplied from one source, and 
in his opinion it was being rather run to death without count- 
ing the cost or even proper investigation concerning the 
cheapest way in which the district could be supplied. In 
order partly to justify such super-schemes, and to cut the 
capital charges, engineers were calling on the cable makers 
for higher and higher pressures, and were willing to accept 
super-tension cables with a very much lower factor of safety 
than anything yet employed. A huge experiment was being 
tried and dielectric stresses were being imposed vastly in 
excess of those of which they had any experience. For in- 
stance, taking for comparison a 0.10 sq. in., 3-core cable built 
to B.E.S. specification :— 
3,300-V cable had a maximum stress of 834 V per mm. 
6,600-V cable had a maximum stress of 1,348 V per mm. 
11,000-V cable had a maximum stress of 1,753 V per mm. 
Now in the case of super-tension cables not standardised, but 
built to the dielectric thickness commonly employed :— 
22.000-V cable had a maximum stress of 2,950 V per mm. 
33,000-V cable had a maximum stress of 3,880 V per mm. 
66,000-V cable had & maximum stress of 6,150 V per mm. 
It might be that with good luck these highly stressed cables 
would be all right, but only years of use could prove if it 
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was 80 or not. Meanwhile, in any comparison of cost between 
cables working at one pressure or another the difference in the 
safety provided must be kept in mind. Mr. Woodhouse's cable 
cost curves, fig. l, were totally misleading. In the first place, 
he had used some 1907 prices, while others were up-to-date; 
for even un approximate comparison the three lower curves 
should be lifted from 200 to 20 per cent. in cost. Moreover, 
there was some obvious error in the calculation of them, as 
the higher the pressure the more the cost rose in proportion 
with increase of section, so that the lines should diverge 
from the left of the diagram. The curves could not be straight 
hnes. as the cost of laying was included in the price, and 
that wus practically a constant quantity whatever the work- 
ing pressure or size of the cables. If engineers were willing 
to work the lower-tension cubles at the dielectric stress now 
commonly employed in super-tension cables of, say, 33,000 
volts, then only mechanical reasons determined the thickness 
of the dielectric for all tensions up to 11,000 volts. Assuming 
0.05 in. to be the minimum sate insulation thickness, then 
exactly the same cable could be used for any working pressure 
up to 11,000 volts, even allowing for possible surges of a higher 
percentage above the normal in the case of the lower-tension 
cables than in those for super tension. It was not suggested 
that those reduced thicknesses should be worked to in prac- 
tice; money spent on providing a reasonable modicum of 
safety was money well spent, but it seemed that the B.E.S. 
standards were at present unnecessarily generous in the 
matter of insulation thicknesses. If the proposed "'super- 
power " stations serving wide areas were to come into being, 
then in fairness a universal tariff must no longer be used, 
but a rate per unit, increasing with the distance between the 
consumer and the source of supply. The limiting load on a 
long feeder cable might be determined by quite a short stretch 
of soil that had a high heat resistance or low absorption. If 
cables were to be worked fully up to their maximum allow- 
able temperature, it was necessary to join up lengths of cable 
of much larger section than the normal at points where the 
feeder entered a power or sub-station, because there the 
conditions were not so favourable for the dissipation of heat 
and the surrounding temperature was much higher. 

Mr. HoLTTUM asked if it would not be possible to settle 
on the final distribution system and pressure for any particu- 
lar case and maintain them throughout, adopting higher pres- 
sures for generation and transmission as necessary as the 
system expanded. Thus, the first power station might at a 
later stage be rearranged as a sub-station, and so on. He 
asked the authors whether they considered the Thury system 
entirely out of the running for general transmission in this 
country. Turning to Mr. Kapp's paper, he asked whether 
the statement he made with regard to the position of the 
power house was an argument against super power houses, 
and whether it was considered that undue weight would be 
given to considerations of water and coaling facilities and 
so in the end a more expensive system would be put into 
operation. (Mr. Kare: Yes.) Mr. Carrothers's method of 
finding the most economical position of a power station with 
weights and strings was & very good one; the problem could 
not be solved theoretically, and the solution given by Mr. 
Morton earlier in the discussion would not give the result 
aimed at. Mr. Kupp's method of determining the tempera- 
ture to which a cable rose could very easily be applied in 
practice, but seemed to have some practical objections, as 
one or two speakers had already hinted. There was, first. 
the cumulative error; each element of the heating curve was 
commenced from where the last one left off, and successive 
errors in the same direction would mount up. Then the 
initial temperature of the cable would appear to require 
special determination for the starting point of each curve. 
"here was also the variation of the quality of the ground 
which Mr. Nisbett had mentioned, and, finally, the ignorance 
of the heating time constant. It should be borne in mind 
that the way in. which a cable heated up depended not only 
on the load at the moment and on the time constant, but 
also on the earlier part of the heating curve. For example, 
suppose the cable received a 10 deg. rise, the rate at which the 
immediate subsequent heating took place would depend on 
whether the initial 10 deg. occurred under heavy load or 
light load, for in .the former case the ground round about it 
would have had time to become only slightly warm, while 
in the latter case the ground would be warmed considerably, 
and subsequent heating would consequently be more rapid. 
As in the majority of cases the load continuously increased step 
bv step up to the peak, there would be an accumulation of 
error. He supposed that the author's method would only be 
applicable in cases where the time constant was fairly long. 

Mr. T. D. CLOTHIER said that, with regard to Mr. Kapp's 
quotation of distribution cost of 0.22d. per kelvin over a dis- 
tance of less than 10 miles; that cost increased. with increasing 
distance against the cost of transmitting an equivalent weight 
of coal by rail which, at 2.24 lb. per kelvin, was only 0.029d. 
per 10 miles, or 0.058d. per 10 miles at 4.48 lb. per kelvin, 
and that decreased with inereasing mileage. He doubted the 
strict accuracy of fig. 3. The cost of the intermediate-pressure 
mains required to supply the hypothetical uniform area 
represented by a rectangle, would surely require some cost at 
íhe points A and B. Should not that figure be raised upon 
a rectangular base? With regard to the economical limits 
to the size of sub-stations at various pressures, assuming the 
reduction from 80,000 volts to the low-tension system could 
be made without cost by direct reduction from the 80,000-volt 


cables, the lower rectangle would become a triangle, the 
intermediate system would disappear, and the area repre- 
senting cost would be reduced to exactly one-third of the 
expenditure shown in fig. 3. Then again, by placing three 
sub-stations instead of one, the area could be reduced by 
more than 30 per cent., so that the economical size of & sub- 
station was a matter of first-rate importance. Mr. Kapp's 
suggestion to use smaller cross sections of copper on a ring 
main on the feeders furthest from the power house would 
hardly be generally commendable, for if the ring main was 
to be used as & duplicate means of supply to all users on the 
ring, it must be contemplated that the section between the 
power house and the first user either way might be discon- 
nected, in which event all users between the furthest point 
and the first user would be supplied through the section 
which it was suggested should be reduced. Ihe temperature 
charts carefully avoided giving any actual temperatures; a 
device which could be made for uttachment to underground 
cables at selected points for the purpose of enabling the tem- 
perature of the lead sheath or armour to be kept under observa- 
tion might be of considerable practical use. However crude 
the result, it would be better than no information at all. Mr. 
Woodhouse's diagram of cost for extra-high-tension work did 
not include any provision for telephone and pilot cables, and 
must be adjusted for open country work; it would require 
modification for urban work especially if the roadways with 
reinstatement had to be used. "The use of 6-core cables for 
30,000-volt underground uninterrupted trunk feeders, with the 
protective devices which could be used with them, seemed 
eminently suitable. The smaller conductor section appeared 
to give a larger carrying capacity per equivalent cable to 
offset the 60 per cent. or so increase in the bulk of the 
dielectric. 

Dr. E. W. MancHaNT pointed out that Kelvin’s law was 
originally laid down to decide which was the most economical 
cable to use for transmitting a given amount of energy from 
one place to another, and his law was based on the fact that 
they wanted to make a total cost of transmitting energy from 
one place to another a minimum, actually that was not the 
right basis to take in working out the most economical work- 
ing current for a cable already laid. If a cable were laid 
in the ground and they wanted to find out what was the 
most economical current to send through it, they could not 
take as a basis that the total cost of transmitting energy 
should be & minimum. The right basis to take was that the 
ratio of the amount of revenue earned by the energy trans- 
mitted to the total cost of sending it along the cable should 
be a maximum. If this basis was taken, the result was not 
in agreement with Kelvin's law. The most economical section 
was that for which the cost of energy wasted was equal to 
the charge for interést and depreciation on the total cost of 
laying the cable, not to the part of the cost which was pro- 
portional to the area of the conductor, and that, he main- 
tained, was the real and proper economic basis on which the 
most economical current density should be decided; that point 
was not fully appreciated. It was shown many years ago by 
Mr. Russell in a book he wrote, but he had seen little reference 
to it; it was an important point, because Kelvin's law had 
been looked upon as something beyond dispute. The formula 
for current-carrying capacity which Mr. Woodhouse had given 
for cables of varving cross section corresponded very closely 
with the figures that had been obtained in the experiments 
made on the heating of buried low-tension cables, and they had 
found that the current that passed through a cable which 
produced a given temperature rise was very nearly propor- 
tional to the square root of its area. That seemed to lead 
to the conclusion that it would be more economical to trans- 
mit power with a number of small cables rather than with 
a small number of large cables. With reference to Mr. Kapp's 
paper. he fullv agreed with the stress that he laid on the 
importance of an economical network lay-out. In Mr. Kapp'e 
fig. 6 the crossing points of the curves, the 6,600- and the 
oU,000-volts, and the crossing point of 11,000 and 30,000 volts, 
corresponded fairly closely to the old rule that the most 
economical pressure for a given distance was about 1,000 volts 
a mile; it was an interesting coincidence. Regarding Mr. 
Kapp's remark that ‘ very little was known about the time 
constants of cables," he hoped the figures and curves given 
in The Heating of Buried Cables Report would provide 
Mr. Kapp with some of the information he required. 

Mr. W. B. Woopuouse, in reply, said he was in full agree- 
ment with Mr. Kapp on the question of protective gear. Ilis 
feeling was that the elaborate inter-connecting network such 
as some people imagined was altogether too costly, and the 
proper thing to do was to split up that network into sections, 
feed those independent sections at a comparatively small 
number of feeding points, and cut down the cost of protec- 
tive gear. Dealing with the equation on cost of cable, he 
could not agree to either of Mr. Nisbett's statements. As to 
showing the present-day costs for the lower-pressure cables 
in fig. 1, he thought it was perhaps better not to confuse them. 
but it was quite easy by proportion to work down from the 
top and put in the curves for 22,000 and 11,000 volts, and 
so forth. Kelvin and Prof. Marchant were both correct, but 
the point of view was different. There came a time when 
they must consider either one or the other, they could not 
consider both together. They had got, somehow or other, to 
cut down the cost of supplying electricity for a wide area; 
as bai developed they had to make it 5 cheaper. 
Also there was the case of supplying farmers in country. 
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The farmer was used to being upset in his ordinary operations 
for a day or à week ut a time by the weather, or because the 
threshing machine had not turned up. He did not think the 
farmer minded very much if his supply was cut off for a 
day, he was more or less used to it. Ihe problem of sup- 
plying a farmer was ' were they to duplicate their system, 
or give him a supply and let hun take the risk of its being 
cut off occasionally? " From what he knew of farmers, they 
were prepared to take the risk, he thought. Mr. Clothier 
referred to the increment cost. They had got to pay for 
protection. somewhere or.other; if they put the copper up in 
the air they had to provide the poles to support 1t and the 
insulators and protection, and all sorts of other things. He 
agreed that they must not go forward too rapidly; it would 
be a disastrous thing if some of the big schemes tumbled to 
pieces because they went ahead too fast. 

Mr. R. O. Karr, also replying, explained that the advantages 
of feeder-protective gear would be less strongly emphasised if 
one did not call it “ protective ” gear, which was really a 
misnomer, as it did not come into operation until the cable 
had, been damaged. There appeared to be some misapprehen- 
sion as to what Kelvin's law really says. According to that 
law the capital charges of the cost of everything that varied 
with the cross-section should be equal to the cost of losses for 
the most economical current density. In most distribution 
schemes the proposition was not that of laying a single cable 
of which the cross section had to be determined, but that of 
deciding how many cables of a cross section already settled 
had to be laid; therefore, the total cost of cables as well as a 
large proportion of the cost of laying them, depended on the 
cross section, from which it followed that, rightly applied, Kel- 
vin's law gave far too high a current density for the safe work- 
ing of 6,000-volt cables. Having regard to the greater cost per 
unit of the capital charges on the distribution system in the 
case of very large stations, it would be found that for the 
average conditions in this country, the cheapest electricity 
at the consumers’ terminals was obtainable from power sta- 
tions having an installed capacity in the neighbourhood. of 
100,000 kW. In reply to Mr. Clothier, the reason why the 
cross section of copper on a ring main should be reduced at 
parts furthest from the generating station was that at those 
parts the main need never carry more power than the demand 
between it and the generating station on one side or the 
other, whereas the cables leaving the generating station. must 
allow for the whole of the power to be fed through them 
either clockwise or counter clockwise, so both branches of the 
ring must be able to pass the whole of the load on the ring. 
Mr. Clothier's suggestion of using pvrometers on feeders 
seemed to be well worth following up. 


WESTERN AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT 
TRAMWAYS AND ELECTRICITY SUPPLY, 


ANNUAL REPORT. 


Tur statutory annual report of the Commissioner of Railways 
for the year ended June 30th, 1920, covers also the operations 
of the tramway and electricity supply undertakings, and the 
statements of costs are given on identical lines as similar ones 
in this country; they are, therefore, comparable. The case 
under consideration is one in which a modest “ super-power ” 
station was established by the State to supply power to the 
Government tramways, and to supersede the Perth City power 
station (which condition has, however, not yet been fulfilled) 
as well as to supply electricity in general in the neighbour- 
hood of the capital of Western Australia. 


TRAMWAY UNDERTAKING. 


The report points out that the tramways were formerly 
controlled by the (a) chief engineer of existing lines (per- 
manent way); (b) electrical superintendent (rolling stock, 
overhead line equipment, repay shops, East Perth power 
house, and electricity supply); and (c) chief trathe manager. 
Soon after Mr. H. Pope took control as Commissioner of Rail- 
wavs the department was reorganised, the tramway and 
electricity supply undertakings being placed under the man- 
agement of Mr. W. H. Taylor (formerly electrical superinten- 
dent), and the results have fully justitied the rearrangement. 

The financial result of the vear's working was, after paying 
interest on capital invested (£25,223), a profit of £10,106, repre- 
senting a return of 1.63 per cent. on the capital invested. 

This profit compares with a loss of 44.046 in the preceding 
‘year. The earnings for the year (£187,951) show an increase 
of 453.922. A total of 19,175,143. passengers was carried, 
representing an increase of 1,705,236. The operations for the 
year under review show a marked advance on the preceding 
year, Which was seriously affected by the industrial trouble 
and the influenza epidemic. It is estimated that revenue to 
the extent of £21,600 was lost through these causes. Allow- 
ing for this, an amount of 432.322 is due to increased traffic 
compared with the year 1918-19. 

The working expenses (£149,652) include an amount of 
£10,000 transferred to ‘ belated repairs suspense account,” 
and the payment of £5.473 to local authorities on account of 
the 3 per cent. contribution. ‘The expenditure shows an in- 
crease of £35,004, although the cost per car mile is 0.16d. less 


than in the preceding year, which does not, however, afford 
a proper basis for comparison, for the reason that the system 
was closed down from December 21st, 1918, to February 7th, 
1919. On this account, the expenditure was considerably less 
than it would have been under normal conditions. 

During the year 2,530,730 car miles were run, an increasé 
of 672.358 miles, equivalent to 36.18 per cent. The earnings 
per car mile were 17.83d., or an increase of 0.52d., and the 
number of passengers per car mile increased by 0.31. 

On June 30th last the system operated consisted of 27 miles 
204 chains of route mileage. No additions to the system were 
made during the year. | 

The duplication of certain sections of the track will be 
undertaken as soon as the electric welding plant (which has 
been on order for some time) comes to hand. In the past the 
rail joints have been thermit welded, but it has been decided 
to adopt the electrie welding process, in accordance with the 
latest practice. It is expected that substantial economy will 
be effected by this means. 

The condition of certain sections of the track will neces- 
sitate relaving at the earliest opportunity. Twenty additional 
bogie cars, each having 92 seats, are to be built in the Midland 
Junction workshops, and a complete scheme of tramway 
extensions, providing for the requirements of the city and 
suburban area, covering both immediate and future needs, 
with estimates of the costs of the individual works, has been 
prepared. 

On June Ist last the fare system applying on the tramways 
was revised, and the cash sectional fare system—based on one 
penny sections— was introduced. All concession tickets, 1n- 
cluding workers’ return tickets and transfers, were abolished. 
Workers now pay one penny on the morning journey and full 
fare on return, in lieu of full fare in the morning with a 
ticket entitling thein to free return at any time of the day. 
One of the features of the net result has been the reduction 
from twenty to five only, as a maximum, of the number of 
different chits and tickets handled by conductors and others 
of the staff. In addition to the saving in cost of printing, this 
has simplified the work of the conductors, and reduced the 
clerical work considerably. The new system is working satis- 
factorily, and gives every indication of leading to increased 
business, as short-distance passengers who formerly walked 
in preference to paying the 3d. fare, are now using the cars. 


ELECTRICITY SUPPLY, 


The past year has been one of marked progress for this 
undertaking, and in view of the fact that the output from 
the plant only commenced in December, 1916, the result which 
has been attained is very gratifying. The rapidly increasing 
sales of energy, and the nature of the prospective new business, 
indicate that the concern is fulfilling the purpose for which 
jt was established, i. e., an assured and ample supply of power, 
at a cheap rate, to encourage the establishment of secondary 
industries within the State. 

The sale of energy during the vear totalled 18,446,596 units, 
an increase of 5,024,518 units over the preceding year; the 
average selling price was 0.569d. per unit. The earnings 
amounted to £66,852, an increase of £19,945. 

The operating expenses were £43,163, an increase of £14,862. 
The price of the small ” native coal used was increased from 
68. 11d. to 9s. 6d. at the pit's mouth, and applied throughout 
the year; this item represents 75 per cent. of the operating 
costs, and of the increased operating expenses (£14,562), an 
amount of £11,029 is in the fuel account. 

The financial result of the year's operations was, after pay- 
ing interest on capital invested (£19,643), a profit of £4,046 ; 
£5,896 was, however, transferred to antiquation suspense 
account," and after allowing for this the result was 8 loss of 
£1,850 on the vear's operations. Compared with the preced- 
ing year, wherein the loss was £5,722, this result must be 
regarded as satisfactory. l 

The complete installation of the switchgear under the 
original contract has been practically completed; the switch- 
gear at the power house for the Fremantle and Midland 
Junction transinission lines is also complete. There is now 
an entirely duplicate supply to each of these districts. The 
boiler house efficiency has received much consideration during 
the year, in view of the increasing cost of fuel, to enable the 
poorer grade coal to be burnt economically. For the purpose 
of enabling duif ” coal to be used, a Sandford-Riley multiple 
retort stoker is to be fitted: to one of the existing boilers. It 
is considered that substantial economies will be possible by the 
adoption of these stokers. l l . 

The distribution svstem has operated satisfactorily through- 
out the vear. Considerable improvements have been made 
to the outdoor switching arrangements, to ensure continuity 
of supply. and the change over to the Government system bv 
the Perth City Council is expected to be effected shortly. A 
A) M- transmission line has been taken out to Keswick, to 
provide a supply at that point, as well as to Gosnells and the 
surrounding districts. In addition to ordinary industrial estab- 
lishinents, there are large possibilities in the utilisation. of 
electric power for the treatment of minerals, such as iron, 
lead, and copper. This aspect has been receiving consideration, 
and the question has been gone into somewhat fully. It is 
hoped that something tangible may be done in this respect. 

With regard to plant extensions, the following tenders have 
been accepted: Messrs. C. A. Parsons & Co., one 7.500-kW 
turbo alternator and condensing plant, &c. Messrs. Babcock 


fn fa 


-— — F 


Yol. 88.. No. 2,252, JANUARY 21, 1921.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 98 


and Wilcox, Ltd., two boilers, economiser, fan, chimney, &c. 
‘The turbine embodies the new form of blading, which ensures 
low steam consumption. The new boilers will be fitted with 
Sandford-Hiley stokers. It is hoped that circumstances will 
permit of this plant being promptly delivered, as it is desired 
to have it installed in time for next winter's load. 

Turning to the technical statistics, the plant capacity is 
12,000 kW ; the maximum load 6,000 EW, an increase of 700 
kW; and load factor 36.65 per cent., an increase of 6.09 per 
cent. The units sold numbered: tramways 5,535,977, an in- 
crease of 1,708,236; Perth City Council 6,119,590, an increase 
of 1.636.391; a.c. bulk supplies 60,791,329, an increase of 
1,680,191. The coal burnt per kWh was 3.3 lb., a decrease 
of 0.1 lb.; its energy value (B.th.u.) was 2.64 kWh and the 
amount used was 31,978 tons, an increase of 8,602 tons. 


EXPORTS AND IMPORTS OF ELECTRICAL 
GOODS FOR DECEMBER, 1920. 


IN the aggregate there is little difference between the returns for 
December and those for the previous month. Exports fell £9,958, 
or about ‘6 of 1 per cent. Decreases occurred in the figures for the 
export of unenumerated goods, insulated wire, glow lamps, 
batteries, meters, ‘‘other motors and generators,“ electrical 
machinery (unenumerated), and switchboards. The total figures 
were kept level hy large increases in the export of telegraph and 
telephone cable and material. This class showed an increase of 
£281.614—0r approximately 88 per cent. on November's figures. 

Importa rose £33,135, the principal items of increase being the 
" unenumerated " goods and apparatus and telegraph and telephone 
instruments. l 

Re-exports, however, were £10,476 higher than in the previous 
month, an increase of 56 per cent. 


VALUES OF ELECTRICAL EXPORTS AND IMPORTS FOR 
DECEMBER, 1920. 


Exports. Imports. Re-exports. 
Electrical goods and apparatus £244,543 £132,624 £9,378 
(unenumerated) 
Insulated wire ... was ave 313,350 14,351 ae 
Glow lamps ate yu 985 26,461 12, 236 2,958 
Arc lamps and partas  ... abs 4,742 9,107 15 
Batteries ... Per nee was 75,932 13.162 — 
Meters sia - 885 see 29,888 15,468 2,649 
Carbons .. — .« s 0 29,288 . 18,304 100 
Electrical machinery : — 
Railway and tramway motors ... 15,127 — — 
Other motors and generators ... 191,964 — "- 
Electrical machinery (unenu- 121,609 146,822 5,281 
merated ) 
Switchboards (not telegraph or 13,860 8,668 — 
telephone) 
Telegraph and telephone cable 
and material :— 
Telegraph and telephone wire 125,079 6,319 1,215 
and cable (not submarine) 
Submarine telegraph and tele- 326,295 — — 
phone cable 
Telegraph and telephone instru- 150,844 52,037 7,426 
ments and apparatus ————— 
Totals... eve $1,668,982 £429,098 £29,022 


Below we give comparative figures of the values of electrical exports 
for 1919 and 1920, taken from the latest B o. T. returns. 


ELECTRICAL ExPORTS FOR 1919 AND 1920. 


1919. 1920. Inc. or dee 

Electrical goods ^. £1,331.844 £2,117,153 + £785,609 
Insulated wire ...  1,906.731 3,791.310 + 1,890.579 
Glow lampe... ... 149,907 319,382 + 169.176 
Arc lamps and parts 18,514 36.057 + 17.543 
Batteries ace ds 135.332 627,584 + 192,252 
Meters. ù 239.848 39,421 + 156,573 
Electrical machinery 1.952.528 2,794.099 + 841.671 
Car bons ove "T 12,801 149,757 + 136.956 
Teleg. & telep. material 1,563,044 4,043,390 + 2,179,746 
and apparatus. — ——— ———— 
Totals ... e» $1,011,149 £14,281,453 ＋ £6,670,304 


British Engineering S:andards for Argentina. — A 
special oorrespondent of the Times Trade Supplement of Jan. 8th 
drew attention to the desirabilitv of standardisation, to reduce the 
cost of manufactured goods. For this purpose a Committee was 
formed in Buenos Aires, and was affiliated to the British Chamber 
of Commerce in that city ; the Committee has drawn up new metric 
standards for ateel beams, angles, and channels, which, it is 
claimed, are superior to the local or ‘Continental standards.” 
combining strength, lightness, and even metric sizes. It is pointed 
out that those working on the spot are constantly meeting with cases 
which show the urgent need for standard types when important 
contracte are at etake, Various other subjects are being examined 
by the Committee, including electrical plant of all kinds. 


London and the contiguous. areas. 


ELECTRICITY SUPPLY IN N.E. LONDON. 


A cory of the report on the future development of electricity 
supply in the eastern districts of Greater London north of the 
river Thames, which has been submitted by Mr. E. M. Lacey, 
NI. I. E. E., consulting engineer, to the Electricity Committees 
of the county borough of West Ham and the metropolitan 
borough of Poplar, has just reached us. It is dated May 12th, 
1920, and an abstract of a preliminary report dated March 
25th, 1919, has already been published.“ Mr. Bruce Dawson, 
F.R.LB.A., and Mr. W. M. Selvey, M.LE.E., assisted in 
the preparation of the report, and both would collaborate with 
Mr. Lacey so far as regards any further work which may 
arise in connection with the scheme he has recommended. 
The report is an extensive one and is divided into two parts, 
viz., Part 1: Administrative scheme for Greater London, and 
Part 2: Electricity supply in north-east London, with appen- 
dices, maps, and plans. The chief recommendations of the 
report are :— 

Part 1.—The area primarily considered for the administrative 
scheme proposed in this report is that known as Greater lon- 
don and certain districts adjacent thereto. In order to achieve 
the object of the Electricity (Supply) Bill, 1919, main generat- 
ing stations should be erected on selected sites adjacent to the 
river Thames, and should be operated in conjunction with the 
inore eliicient of the existing generating stations. ‘The new 
main generating stations should be designed for an a.c., three- 
phase supplv and a frequency of 5U cycles per second. An 
electricity authority for Greater London should be constituted 
to exercise supreme control of the incidence and extent of 
all capital expenditure and over all such works, matters and 
things as may be necessary from time to time to secure the 
effective co-ordination of the electricity undertakings of Greater 
london and the most economical production and supply of 
electricity. In order to avoid the evils of over-centralisation 
and to secure the co-operation and valuable local knowledge 
of the existing organisations and their executive ofticers, the 
Electricity Authority should delegate to Divisional Boards 
all executive functions; for the technical guidance of 
each Divisional Board an Advisory Committee consist- 
ing of engineers of the existing undertakings should 
be appointed. The Electricity Authority should confine 
itself to broad principles and financial policy, and 
should delegate to the Divisional Boards all technical functions, 
Which would be exercised under the technical guidance 
of the Advisory Committees. The engineers of the existing 
undertakings should suffer no loss of status by reason of the 
proposed amalgamation, and it must be recognised that 
the success of any joint scheme will always depend upon the 
zeal and enterprise of the principal technical and executive 
otlicers, and the organisation should be sufficiently flexible to 
obtain the assistance and advice of consultants. In the event 
of differences arising there should be the following rights of 
appeal: {a) By Divisional Boards to the Electricity Commis- 
siomers as to the decisions or directions of the Electricity 
Authoritv. (b) By authorised distributors to the Electricity 
Authority, and finally to the Electricity Commissioners, as to 
the decisions of the Divisional Boards. (c) By large consumers 
to the Electricity Authority, and finally to the Electricity 
Commissioners, as to the terms and conditions of a Divisional 
Board for electricity supply. (d) By ordinary consumers to the 
Divisional Board concerned as to the terms and conditions of 
the authorised distributor. 

A comprehensive administrative scheme for Greater London 
should provide for the friendly co-operation of company-owned 
electricity undertakings, and one way to secure this would be 
for the Electricity Authority or the Divisional Boards to take 
on lease the existing generating stations of the companies, for 
the remaining period of their tenures. Municipal credit should 
be utilised to the fullest extent possible, by the guarantee of 
stock or otherwise. in order to raise the capital required on 
the most advantageous terms. No direct profits should be 
made by Divisional Boards on supplies to authorised distribu- 
tors, but a limited profit might be made on direct supplies to 
railways or large consumers. s 

Part II.—The aim of the scheme formulated above is to 
provide an Electricity Authority as being most conducive to 
convenience of administration and to the efficiency and 
economy of the supply of electricity in the whole of Greater 
The application of this 
scheme to North-East London, in which the Corporations of 
West Ham and Poplar are more particularly concerned, has 
now to be considered. ` 

The proposed field of supply extends from Grays Thurrock 
on the east, to Shoreditch on the west. and from the river 
Thames on the south, to the boundary of Greater London on 
the north. It is by far the most important industrial area 
of Greater London, and with the unimportant exceptions of 
a few outlying districts, viz., Chingford, Orsett, Romford, 
Tilbury, and Waltham Holy Cross, the powers to supply 
electricity are in the hands of local authorities. comprising 
the metropolitan boroughs of Bethnal Green. Hackney, Poplar, 
Shoreditch. Stepney, Stoke Newington, and Woolwich; the 
county boroughs of East Ham and West Ham; and the urban 
districts of Barking, Grays Thurrock,- Uford, Leyton, and 
Walthamstow. The inclusion of Woolwich, which lies both 
north and south of the river Thames, presents no engineering 
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difficulties, there being. a tunnel under the river which can 
be utilised for inter-connection or transmission mains. With 
regard to certain contiguous areas, such as the metro- 
politan boroughs of Islington, Hampstead, St. Maryle- 
bone, and St. Pancras, the prospective business in North-East 
l.ondon alone is more than sufficient to justify the initiation 
of a scheme of considerable magnitude, and although these 
contiguous areas might well be included, there is for the 
tine being no urgent necessity to do so. 

The population of the district which is considered in this 
scheme is 1,873,699. The present consumption of electricity 
exceeds 165, 000.000 units per annum, being less than 100 units 
per head of the population, which is considerably above the 
average for the whole of London. That this consumption 
will be increased largely in the future cannot be disputed, 
more particularly having regard to the future requirements 
for railway traction. It does not seem unreasonable to assume 
that 55 within six or seven years, the units consumed 
will be at least 200 per head of the population, or about 
374,000,000 per annum. 

The most effective policy of development would be to com- 
plete the inter-connection of existing generating stations, to 
close down inefficient generating stations, and to concentrate 
in.one main generating station all the plant necessary to meet 
progressive needs, such station to be operated in conjunction 
with the more efficient of the existing generating stations, 
the latter remaining in being for so long only as the actual 
results show that they are for the general good of the co- 
ordinated system. 

A frequency of 50 should be the standard for the whole 
of London; there is now no reason why rotary transformers of 
this frequency should not operate perfectly satisfactorily for 
railway supplies. In the proposed area the total plant capacity 
is about 95,000 kW, there being some 42,000 kW of small and 
inefficient. sets and 56,000 kW of reasonably efficient ones, 
comprising steam-turbine-driven alternators of from 1,500 up 
to 6,000 kW each. In addition there are some 36,000 kW on 
order, and it may be taken that by the winter of 1991-92 
there will be installed a total of at least 92,000 kW of efficient 
and fairly efficient plant which, having regard to the inter- 
connection of the Poplar, Shoreditch, Stepney, and West Ham 
generating stations, should be sufficient to assure the main- 
tenance of the supply, up to a maximum demand of about 
00,000 kW. Some of the stations, and more particularly 
Barking, East Hum, Ilford. and Leyton, are uneconomical, 
und the progressive needs of the areas they supply could be 
better met by a system of interconnected transmission mains 
linking them up to the West Hain, Poplar, Stepney, Hackney, 
und Walthamstow generating stations. Other stations, such 
as Poplar, are restricted by the limitations of the existing sites. 
Considerable extensions comprising three 10,000-kW sets for 
West Ham and Stepney, and 6,000 kW for Poplar have been 
put in hand with the approval of the Electricity Commis- 
sioners, but these will only meet the more immediate needs. 
Finally, none of the generating stations of the undertakers 
could be economically ried to accommodate the large 
units of plant which will be required to meet the progressive 
demands of North-East London. 

The maximum demand on the feeders of the fourteen exist- 
ing undertakings is 61,942 kW, and the load factors of the 
larger of the existing stations vary from 26 to 47 per cent. 
The total units sent out from the several stations may be 
taken as approximately 171,510,000. In order to arrive at the 
present maximum demand, if the existing stations were co- 
ordinated and operated as one svstein, it is necessary to take 
into account the diversity of the several demands; and if 
this factor be 1.2, the coincident maximum demand would 
be 51,600, with a resultant load factor of 36 per cent. 


The estimated demand is 105,800 kW for the year ending 
March, 1924. This increase in the muximum demand of 
nearly 44,000 kW im five years is a little more than 10 per 
cent. per annum, and does not include the railway demand 
for traction purposes, which is almost certain to come, if 
not by the year 1924, then very shortly after, and it would 
be wise to provide for demands for all purposes aggregating 
not less than 125,000 kW by the year 1924-25 particularly 
having regard to the probable electrification of the railways 
in the district. The above total will be reduced by the 
diversity of demand; when the whole system is co-ordinated, 
and taking this factor as 1.25 for the increased demand, the 
operating plant required will be 100,000 kW which, on a 
40 per cent. load factor, would represent an output of 
350,000 units sent out per annum, or about 158 units sold 
per head of the population served. In order to meet the 
anticipated demand additional plant will be required in the 
immediate future for a further operating capacity of 34,000 kW. 

An increase of the population of the district to 2,000,000, 
and a probable consumption of 200 units per head in the next 
decade, cannot be regarded as unduly optimistic. In order 
to provide for such a demand, the total units annually sent 
ont from the combined stations would be about 460.000.000 
which, with a 40 per cent. load factor, would represent a 
coincident maximum demand of about 130,000 kW. The 
existing generating stations will provide for a maximum de- 
mand of 66,000 kW and, therefore, the main station would 
have to be designed for a minimum operating capacitv of 
64.000 kW. This demand would justify the provision of an 
initial main station, designed for a total plant capacity of 
not less than 100,000 kW, comprising five sets of 


20,000 kW each. At the same time, regard should be given 
to the progressive needs for electricity during the next 
generation, and the station should be designed on a 
selected site where an ultimate plant capacity of not less than 
400,000 kW could be installed. 


The site which appears best to meet the essential require- 
ments is situated to the east of and adjacent to Dagenham 
Dock. In extent it is some 170 acres, of which 52 acres are 
made up land and suitable for building. Within about two 
hundred yards are sidings from the London, Tilbury, and 
Southend Railway, and a well-equipped coaling pier, which 
will accommodate vessels up to 5,000 tons at all states of the 
tides, and the unmade ground would be used for the deposit 
of ashes. 

The main plant would consist of 20 water-tube boilers and 
live turbine-driven alternators. The boilers would be inde- 
pendent units, consisting of boiler, superheater, economiser, 
and mechanical stoker, with forced and induced draught, and 
would be designed for a working pressure of 320 lb. per 
sy. in., with a total steam temperature of 700 deg. F. The 
turbine-driven alternators would be designed for a continuous 
output of 30,000 kW at 0.8 power factor, the current being 
three-phase and 50 cycles, generated at a pressure of 6.600 
volts. The latter would be increased to 33,000 V by means 
of step-up transformers, and all switchgear would be de- 
signed with a view to an ultimate station capacity of 400,000 
kW. An auxiliary turbine-driven alternator would be pro- 
vided for operating the circulating water pumps, the forced 
and induced draught apparatus, and other auxiliaries in cases 
of emergency; but under ordinary working conditions, all 
such auxiliaries would be operated by the main plant. 

The total cost of the generating station would be £2,500,000, 
but the progressive needs will probably be met by the initial 
provision of 60,000 kW of plant. 

The transmission mains would be designed for a workin 
pressure of 33,000 V. three-phase, 50 cycles. They woul 
be 6-core, paper-insulated, lead-covered, and steel armoured 
cables laid solid in a suitable compound. Subject to way- 
Teaves being obtained, some of the mains would be carried 
overhead on steel masts to the northern outfall sewer of 
the london County Council, which would be utilised to the 
fullest possible extent in order to reduce the use of public 
roads to a minimum. From the sub-stations a subsidiary 
system of transmission mains would supply the various autho- 
rised undertakers. The total cost of the transmission system 
for a maximum demand of 72,000 kW will be £1,110,000. 
Considerable progress has recently been made in the manu- 
facture of cables up to 66.000 volts and, provided satis- 
factory guarantees can be obtained from the makers, the above 
estimate could. be reduced. by well over £200,000. In the 
beginning it would in all probability be sufħcient to arrange 
for the transmission of (a) about 90,000 kW to a point suitably 
situated for a supply to West Ham, Poplar, Stepney, Shore- 
ditch, and Woolwich, and (b) about 15,000 kW to a point 
suitably situated for a supply to Hackney, Walthamstow. 
Leyton, and Ilford. A subsidiary system of transmission 
mains would also be required for inter-connecting the several 
existing generating stations. The cost of the initial scheme 
would be approximately £600,000. The cost of the energy 
delivered from the initial main station would be 0.768d. per 
unit. 

It is probable that some considerable time may elapse before 
a voluntary scheme for the establishment of a Greater London 
Electricity Authority, in accordance with the provisions of 
the Electricity (Supply) Act, 1919, is finally agreed to. How- 
ever, these questions need not delay the initiation of a scheme 
for North-East London, provided the Electricity Commis- 
sioners approve the general principles of the administrative 
scheme submitted in the piece part of this report, t.e., 
that there should ultimately be one electricity authority for 
the whole of Greater London. i bi to the above, the 
Corporations of West Ham and Poplar, in association with 
the other twelve local authorities owning electricity under- 
takings in North-East London, could proceed forthwith with 
a joint scheme for the reorganisation of their existing generat- 
ing stations and the provision of a main generating station to 
meet their progressive needs. There would be no difficulties 
so far as regards the participation or co-operation of under- 
takings owned by companies, because there is none of any 
importance in the whole of the proposed area, and so far as 
regards finance the fourteen local authorities have vested in 
them powers to raise money for electricity purposes on the 
security of their rates, being in this respect in a better position 
than an electricity authority established under the provisions 
of the Electricity (Supply) Act, 1919. The approval of the 
proposed procedure by the Electricity Commissioners would, 
of course, be required, and this couid be applied for under 
Clause 19 of the Electricity (Supply) Act, 1919. 

Until some administrative scheme is approved by the Elec- 
tricity Commissioners it would be necessary for the existing 
authorised undertakers to enter into arrangements for such 
an organisation as would best control the proposed joint elec- 
tricity undertaking and which could, when the time arrived, 
be merged in a general administrative scheme for Greater 
London. Following the principles of the administrative 
scheme formulated in the first part of this report. the forma- 
tion of a Joint Board is recommended, which would deal with 
all administrative and executive work, and the appointment 
of an advisory committee of engineers, which would be respon- 
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sible for the joint operation of the whole of the existing 
generating stations in the manner best calculated to obtain 
the most economical production of electricity. 

The basis of the representation on the proposed board should 
so far as possible be in accordance with the provisions of the 
Electricity (Supply) Act, 1919, as follows: For authorised 
distributors, one representative in any area for every 75,000 
of population. For authorised undertakers owning generating 
stations, one representative per 10 million units output in 
excess of two millions pz- annum. For the consumers, two 
representatives to be appointed by an association of con- 
sumers to be formed for the purpose, and for labour, two 
representatives to be appointed by agreement between the 
recognised trade unions in the area controlled by the Joint 
Board, which would give a total of 60 representatives. 


A JOINT ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY. 


THE WEST RIDING (AIRE AND CALDER) SCHEME. 


Wuat follows is an abstract of the draft scheme (which is 
signed by Sir Robert Fox, town clerk to the City of Leeds, 
Mr. C. N. Hefford being engineer and manager of the elec- 
tricity department) which has been submitted to the Electricity 
Commissioners by the Leeds Corporation for the constitution 
of a Joint Electricity Authority for the provisionally delimited 
West Riding (Aire and Calder) Electricity District.* Follow- 
ing our usual practice only those points are dealt with here- 
under whereon the scheme differs from those of which outlines 
have already been published. f l 

The scheme is divided into three parts, viz., administration, 
technical, and financial. It provides that the Electricity Autho- 
rity shall consist of 19 members and shall be representative 
of: (a) All authorised undertakers and distributors within the 
district, and (b) all local authorities having the right to pur- 
chase the whole or any part of the undertaking of any 
authorised undertakers within the district, and such local 
authorities and companies shall be entitled to one vote for 
every 60,000 units supplied during the last preceding financial 
year, provided always that each local authority with purchase 
rights shall be entitled to one vote for every 60,000 units 
supplied within its area by the authorised distributors. 

The Electricity Authority may at any time after the expira- 
tion of 42 years from the date of coming into operation of 
this scheme, give notice in writing to the Yorkshire Electric 
Power Co. requiring it to sell its undertaking to the Elec- 
tricity Authority upon the terms set out in Section 2 of the 
Electric Lighting Act, 1888. 

The Electricity Authority, when fcrmed, will proceed in 
stages to interlink generating stations in the area to a control 
station which it is suggested should be installed in the existing 
generating station at Morley (now in process of being shut 
down). The stations to be interlinked will be those at Leeds, 
Bradford, Batley, Thornhill, and Wakefield, with extensions 
from Bradford to Shipley and e from Wakefield to 
Barnsley, and from Batley to Dewsbury. At a later date the 
linking up system to Morley will be extended to embrace 


Halifax and Huddersfield, and still later to connect to the 


proposed third capital station at Knottingley. 

The system of supply to be adopted will be three-phase a.c., 
53) periods. The main transmission pressure is to be 33,000 
V, stepped up from a generating pressure of 6,600 V. It 
is probable that the transmission pressure between Morley 
and Knottingley will be 66,000 V. Intermediate pressures 
of 6.600 and 11,000 V will be utilised in certain cases to 
take advantage of existing cable networks. The proposed 
transmission mains to be laid during the first few years will 
consist of 17 3-core cables each 0.2 sq. in. in section, and the 
extensions will consist of eight of the same type. Ultimately, 
it is estimated that 55 3-core 0.2 sq. in. cables will be laid to 
deal with the load of the area in 1935, and that the extensions 
of this network will consist of eleven cables of the same type, 

It is proposed that a new capital generating station 
shall be installed in Leeds on the banks of the Aire near 
South Accommodation Road, generating electricity at a pres- 
sure of 6,600 V, 3-phase, 50 periods, which is to be stepped 
up by suitable transformers to 33,000 volts for main transmis- 
sion; that a second capital station be constructed at 
Wakefield to be sufficiently in commission by 1930; and that a 
third capital station be constructed at Knottingley, with 
adequate boiler plant, to be sufficiently in commission by 
1933. "The ultimate capacities of these three stations to be: 
Leeds, six 25,000-kW generators, with adequate boiler plant. 
Wakefield, six 25, 000-K W generators, with adequate boiler 
plant. Knottingley, eight 35,000-kW sets. Suitable capacity 
in transformers will have to be provided at the various generat- 
ing stations linked up, and it is proposed to install units 
varying from 2,500 to 10,000 kVA. in accordance with the 
requirements of individual cases. The following extensions 
of plant in connection with main generating stations in the 
area are in course of construction: Leeds, one 12,000-kW set. 
Bradford, one 12,000-kW set. Halifax, one 10,000-kW set. 
Thornhill (Yorkshire Electric Power Co.), three 10,000-kW 
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sets. There will still be space available for installing one 
more 12,000-kW set at Leeds. 

Until the first capital station is in commission, all 
existing stations will be required, but when the capital 
station at Leeds is sufficiently advanced to give an output 
continuously of 50,000 kW, the stations at Batley, Wakefield, 
and Barnsley can be completely shut down and in addition, 
during the summer, the stations at Keighley, Shipley, and 
Dewsbury will cease to operate. Also in the summer time the 
amount of power generated by Bradford, Halifax, Hudders- 
field, Leeds, and Thornhill will be considerably reduced. The 
total of the maximum loads of the eleven generating autho- 
rities concerned is at the present time 105,000 kW, and it is 
anticipated that in five years’ time this will increase to 190,000 
kW. ‘There is installed at present in the area approximately 
188,000 kW of engine-room plant and 150,000 kW of boiler 
plant capable, when 1 5 spare plant is deducted, of 
dealing with & load of 120,000 kW. In five years' time it is 
estimated that the ultimate capacity of existing power stations 
in the area with regard to boiler plant will be 205,000 kW, 
which, allowing for reasonable spare capacity, will deal with 
165,000 kW, indicating a definite shortage by that date of 
at least 15,000 kW, assuming all the plant in the area to be 
in a fit condition for use. 

It is proposed that the Ministry of Transport should proceed 
forthwith with the erection and equipment of the first section 
of the capital station at Leeds. The scheme will not be 
capable of providing for railway requirements until the second 
“ capital ' station is in commission, but tramway requirements 
can be dealt with when the first capital station is in 
commission. 

The Minister of Transport shall, in pursuance of the Act, 
erect the necessary capital stations and provide and lay all 
transmission mains for the interlinking of generating stations, 
including the proposed capital stations and the Yorkshire 
Electric Power Co., and also such additional transmission 
mains as may be necessary for supplying electricity to all 
authorised distributors, and shall provide such working capital 
as may be necessary in connection with the operation of the 
said capital stations and the administration of the Electricity 
Authority, and all such capital stations and mains shall vest 
in the Electricity Authority within the period prescribed by 
the Act, and the amount so expended by the Minister of 
Transport, together with interest at the rate of £6 per cent. 
per annum, shall be repaid by the Electricity Authority out 
of the net revenue derived from the working of such capital 


stations after payment of all outgoings and expenses, including, 


the costs and expenses of the administration of the Electricity 
Authority. 

The reserve fund may be applied in providing for:— 

(a) Any deficiency in the income of the Electricity Autho- 
rity. 
(b) Any extraordinary claim or demand which may be made 
at any time against the Electricitv Authority. 

(c) Depreciation and renewal of plant. 

(d) Reducing the capital moneys borrowed by the Electricity 
Authority. N 


Electrical Supplies in South Africa.— The S.A. Mining 
and Engineering Journal. in ita issue for December 11th, 1920, says : 
There is no improvement to report, business being very quiet in 
town and along the Reef. Prices generally remain very firm, but 
lamps. which are again becoming scarce, have increased in price 
about 10 per cent., and are now selling retail at from 27s. to 36s, 
This increase affects only existing stocks, as in view of a 123 per 
cent. advance in home prices, owing to dearer raw materials. future 
consignments will be higher. Gas- filled lamps are also very 
scarce, but the price has not yet been raised here, although the 
home quotation is considerably higher. All lines of materials 
generally are arriving freely. The fact is being emphasised that 
Germany is coming into our market with wares at prices oon- 
siderably below English quotations, varying from 40 per cent. to 
75 per cent. Of course, Holland draws a great deal on Germany, 
and we are getting a lot of goods from the former country which 
are really of German manufacture. As showing the impossibility of 
English goods competing with those of Holland and Germany at 
the present time, one of the largest dealers in town has just 
received a large consignment of German stuff at a price about 
76 per cent. below English cost. Can it cause wonder that when 
the difference in price between English and German goods is so 
tremendous, altruistic and patriotic feelings necessarily go by the 
board ? 


The Miners’ Lamps Committee.— Mr. W. C. Bridgeman, 
the Secretary for Mines, bas reappointed the Committee which was 
appointed by the Home Secretary last May to inquire and report 
on possible improvements in miners’ lamps as regards safety and 
illumination and alterations which may be desirable in the present 
methods of testing and approving such lampe for the purposes of 
Sec 33 of the Coal Mines Act, 1911. The terms of reference to the 
Committee have been extended as follows :— Whether the present 
arrangements for maintaining such lampe in & safe and efficient 
condition at the mines are adequate, and, if not. what steps should 
be taken to improve them; and what steps should be taken to safe- 
guard the general use by the workmen in a mine of safety lamps 
which give no indication of inflammable or noxious gases.— The 
Times, 
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NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1921. 
(NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 


Compiled expressly for this journal by Mzssns. Sarton- ONES, O'DsiL AN 
SrEPHENS, Chartered Patent Agents, 285, High 1 London, W. C. 1. 


2. Electrical power transmission systems." A. M. Taylor. January 3rd. 
265. Control and inter communication sy ailw i i 
: UNC: ystem for railway trains in fog 
Åc.” M. R. Howard and A. W. Pizzey. January 3rd. 7 
28. ''Covers for electric switches," J. W. Sanderson. 


? 170 „Manufacture of electro-plated articles.“ 
rd. 


95. '' Telephone call recorder." S. J. Alavoine. January 3rd. 

126. Telephonographs." Telegraphon Ges. January 3rd. 

b di 5 of electric motor from action of surrounding medium 
and ensuring lubrication and cooling of motor.” R. Longue. Janu: 3r 
(France, March sth, 1920.) . 
163. Electrical conductors, 


January 3rd. 
W. E. Bourfield. January 


l resistance bands, &c., for reproduction of 
sound waves." R. Mylo. January 3rd. (Germany, January 2nd, 1920. 

164. Apparatus for reproduction of sound vibrations.” R. lylo. 
January 3rd. (Germany, January 2nd, 1920.) 
185. Electrically-controlled signals for railways.“ J. Bethenod. January 


4th. (France, November 22nd, 1918. 

215. Electric switches," S. F. Woodell. January dth. 

235. Cab signal and train control system." M. H. Loughbridge. Janu- 
ary 4th. X : 

240. Electro galvanising machine." Meaker Galvanising Co. 


and F. II. 


Rogers (Meaker Galvanising Co.). January 4th. 


22. Electric controller." G. M. Shearer and-F. H. Taylor. January 4th. 
263. Transformers.” J. B. Hansell and Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical 


Co., Ltd. January 4th. 
265. “ Vapour-lectric current rectifying’ apparatus." A. F. Cachemuille 
(Westinghouse Lamp Co.) and Westinghouse Lamp Co. January 4th. 


297. Wireless signalling aerials,” . T. I.. Eckersley. January dit. 

306. '' Electric. railways." Compagnie du Chemin de Fer de Paris a 
Orleans. January 4th. (France, August 3rd, 1917.) 

324. “ Manufacture of armature and stator coils or windings for electric 


motors." A. H. Hibbs. January oth. 


335. “ Electric lanterns.” J. Eaton and Efandem Co., Ltd. January oth. 

340. “Telephone systems." D. Macdonald. January 5th. 

349. “ Switchgear for controlling electric motors." P. S. Brook and J. A. 
Hirst. January oth. 


356. Electric. condensor.” 
January l8th, 1916.) 

370. Enclosed electric fuses.". A. L. Eustice. 
States, June 21st, 1918.) 

371. Fuses. A. L. Eustice. 
3rd, 1918.) 

373. ‘Fuse terminal attaching means.“ A. L: Eustice. January Sth. 
(United States, March 31st, 1919.) 
377. 


W. Dubilier. January Sth. “(United States, 


January sth. (United 


January Sth. (United. States, September 


M “ Electric signalling or alarm apparatus, Kc.“ J. Wilson. January 
th. 
400. “Electric switches." H. Edmunds. January 5th. 

421. “Transmitting arrangement for submarine sound signals.“ — Signal 
Ges. January Sth. (Germany, October 9th, 1914.) 

424. '' X-ray photography." N. E. Luboshey. January 5th. 
d " Electric relay devices." J. B. P. Brydon and S. Brydon. January 

436. Contact springs for switching apparatus." Siemens & Halske Akt.- 
Ges. January 5th. (Germany, May 29th, 1914.) 

437. Electric, &c., insulating materials." Siemens-Schuckertwerke. Janu- 
ary Sth. (Germany, October 20th, 1917.) i 

438. ‘Operation of electro-magnetic couplings." Siemens-Schuckertwerke. 
January 5th. (Germany, December 12th, 1919.) 

461. Electric relays." N. W. McLachlin. January oth. l 

466. Combined resistance and cut-out.” Thor Electric Safety Lamp Co., 


Lid. January Sth. 

493. Electric switches, ceiling roses, plug and = socket couplings, &.“ 
A. Davis, Davis, Hudson & Co., and F. R. Hudson. January 6th, 

504. Electrical fittings.” H. Columbine. G. Hargreaves, and . T. 
Rooks. January 6th. 

578. Systems of electric motor control.” 
Ltd., and N. Shuttleworth. January 6th. 

603. '' Electric switches." R. K. Mason. 
July 8th, 1919.) 


British Thomson- Houston Co., 


January 6th. (United States, 


613. Electrode for introducing medicaments into the skin." W. Froese. 
January 6th. (Germany, May 16th, 1919.) 

638. Wireless antenna systems.“ Ges.-fiir Drahtlose Telegraphie. Janu- 
ary 6th. (Germany, October IIth. 1919.) 

: 639. High and low frequency telephone systems.” Ges -fur Drahtlose 
Telegraphie. January 6th. (Germany, January 7th, 1920.) 

652. “ Means for regulating terminal voltage of electrical) valve tubes.” 
F. Schroter. January 6th. (Germany, September Ist, 1919.) 

657. ''Fusible electric cut-outs and distribution fuse boards." H. C. 
Hodges. January 6th. 

668. ''Polyphase transformers." Bergmann ElektricitatS- Werke Akt.-Ges. 


January 6th. (Germany, October 22nd, 1917.) 


669. Conductors for electric machines.“ Bergmann Elektrictats-Werke 
Akt.-Ges. January 6th. (Germany, November 26th, 1917.) 


670. “ Conductors for electric machines." Bergmann Elcktrivitats-Werke 
Akt.-Ges. January 6th. (Germany, February 20th, 1914.) 

691. “Receivers for electro-magnetic wave systems." II. J. J. M. de 
Regnauld de Bellescize. January 7th. (France, October lOth, 1919.) 


693. “ Series field windings for continuous-current dynamo machines," H. 
E. Dance. January 7th. i 

723. ‘Electric ignition apparatus for internal combustion engines.” H. W. 
F. Ireland and H. Lucas. January 7th. 

730. “ Electric exploration of interior of the earth.” H. Lowy. January 
7th. (Germany, March 27th, 1919.) 

731. '' Electro-magnetic clocks." C. J. V. Fery. January 7th. (France, 
January 8th, 1920.) 

742 E Means for recording telephone messages.” E. II. Kinnard. Janu- 
ary fth. 

744. “ Attachment for telephone mouthpieces.” J. S. Burfield. January 7th. 

760. '' Step-down transformers." J. C. Savidge and E. L. Terrey. January 
7th. 

785. “ Control of electric circuits." H. Edmunds. January 7th. 

77]. Electric fuses.” Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. Janu- 


ary 7th. (United States, January 12th, 1920.) 


787. '' Electric pocket lamps." A. Luzy. January 7th. (France, August 
4th, 1919.) 

K97. Wireless and light signalling devices." A. U. Sarnmark, january 
7th. (Sweden, December lst, 1919.) 

836. '' Wireless phonographs, &c." E. C. Hanson. January 7th. (United 


States, June 3rd, 1918.) 
B42. ~ Electric head lights." Soc. Anon des Usines J. Gallas. 
(Switzerland, October 9th, 1919.) 


January 7th. 


R33. Incandescent electric lamps." N. Wise. January 7th. (United 
States, February Tth, 1919.) 

on. Sparking plugs." F. L. Madter. January 7th. (Germany, June 
urd. 1919) 

. RRO. “Electrical transmission arrangements for motor vehicles, &c." J. 


Sankey & Sons. Ltd., and W. A. Stevens. January 7th. 


gn. ' Cable transmitters." F. L. Rogers. January 7tb. (United States, 
Mav Sth, 1919.) 

gz. Electric pocket magneto lamps, &c." F. E. V. Le Tellier. January 
7th. (France, lOth, 1919.) 

217. Appliances for testing sparking plugs." H. L, Curzons. January 


Bth. 


ELECTRICAL REVIEW. [Vol 88, No, 2,252, JANUARY 21, 1921. 


918. “ Electrically-driven travelling, &c., cranes." G. F. D. Campbell, W. 
Heap, and J. Meredith. January 8th. 

926. Revolving nosepieces for gas and electric fittings." A. Raybould. 
January 8th. 2 

932. '' Arrangement of brushes for disk-shaped commutators.” Krupp Ak?.- 
Ges. January th. (Germany, January 17th, 1917.) f 
939. Electric gas lamps with glow discharge." Studienges fur Elek- 
triscke Leuchtrohren. January Sth. (Germany, May 3rd, 1918.) 


8 “ Sparking plug." F. Carpenter. W. Dix, and W. Woodrow. Janu- 
ary 8th. 
- 446. Galvanic battery." E. Wilke. January 8th. (Austria, December 


loth, 1919.) | . 

950. Apparatus for converting and/or transforming electric currents.“ 
J. E.. Calverley and M. E. Hightreld. January 8th. 

958. '*Frumes for windings of electrical resistance or heating elements.“ 
Widerstand Akt.-Ges, für Elektro- Warme-Tochnik. January 8th. (Germany, 
September 13th, 1918.) 

459. * Electrical resistances.” HI. 
(Germany, January 4th, 1916.) 

963. Electrical cooking apparatus." W. D. 
(United States, February 5th, 1916.) 

983. '' Testing arrangements for 
fHalske Akt.-Ges. January Bth. (Germany, March 

985. ''Insulating material for clectric Pu 
January 8th. (Germany, December 14th, 1917.) 

945. ''Insulating substances.“ Siemens-Schuckertwerke. 
(Germany, January 8th, 1918.) l 

987. Submarine telegraph, &c., cables." Siemens-Schuckertwerke. 
ary 8th. (Germany, February 2nd, 1918.) 

588. Cables with uniform gradation of voltage S Sicmens-Schuckert- 
werke. January Bth. (Germany, September 6th, 1919.) 


Behn (né  Eplinius). January 8th. 


Wright. January 8th. 


telephone installations." Siemens and 


26th, 1918.) 
Siemens-Schuckertwerke. 
January 8th. 


Janu- 


989. © Arrangement for suppression of earth leakage current of high-voltage 
networks."  Siemens-Schuckertwerke. January — 8th. (Germany, May 25th, 
1918.) 

1.079. Receiving systems for radio-dynamic energy." J. H. Hammond. 


January 8th. (United Stites, June And, 1917.) 
1.080. Receiving systems for radio-dynamie energy." J. H. Hammond. 
January 8th. (United States, July let. 1917.) CN 


1.08]. “ Receiving systems for radiant energy." J. H. Hammond. January 
8th. (United States, April 25th, 1918.) 


1.087. “ Electric time transmitting apparatus." P. Trichard. January 8th. 
(France, July 13th, 1917.) j 


1.089. *' Transmitters for signalling." — A. W. Sacnmark. January 8th. 
(Sweden, December Ist, 1919.) 

1.103. Submarine sound receiving plant." Signal Ges. January 8th. 
(Germany, December loth, 1914.) 


E „: 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications will te 
printed end abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


is us 1214. 


18.042. Electrically-driven turret lathes and like machines.“ Kienzle. 
August Ist, 1913. 


1919. 
16.310. Electric resistance for medical purposes." W. A. Montgomery. 
June 28th, 1919. (155,317 .) . E 
19.999. “Electric cable attachment for the sparking plugs of internal-com- 


Holworthy. May 14th, 1920. 
20.029. © Circuits for amplifying electric currents.” 
and B. S. Gossling. August 14th, 1919. (155,328.) 
20.043. Aerial systems emploved in wireless telegraphy and telephony.” 
C. S. Franklin. August 14th, 1919. (155,330.) | 
22.263. X-ray apparatus," British ''homson-Houston Co. (General Electric 
Co.). September 10th, 1919. (155,345.) . 
22.299. Dynamo-electric machines." E. 
"m 10th, 1919. (155,3406.) 


(155,327 .) 


bustion engines." H. F . 
General Electric Co. 


J. Harman and E. Le Bas. 


2.599. '' Starting rheostats for electric motors." A. H. Buckley and R. A. 
"Buckley. September 13th, 1918. (152,538.) : . 
23.599. ‘Electric lamp for motor and other vehicles." S. Smith & Sons 


and P. O. Dorer. Septamber 25th, 1919. (155.392.) 
24.400. Electric hand lamps." G. suckling. October 6th, 1919. 
24750. “ Locking device for electrical switches." J. A. Vincent. 

10th, 1919. (155,407.) 


(155,402.) 
October 


95.172. “ Electric contact maker for railways.” N. P. Roe. October Ikta, 
1919. (155.414) ` 


or connection boxes for electric conductors." R. S. 


30.926. Junction 
“O'Neil, December 10th, 1919. (155.449.) 

32.794. “ Electrolytic apparatus," — J. H. Levin. December 31st, 1919. 
(155,497.) i | 

1920. 

1.840. “ Electric induction furnaces.” Compagnie Francaise des Metaux. 
February 7th, 1919. (138.604.) | l 
3.217. Electric furnaces.” I.. Tagliaferri. February Ind, 1920. (155, 476. 

3. H. “ Electric. furnaces foe of. zinc.” B. Rader and 


the Par ion 


Aktieselskabet Zink. February 15th, 1919. (139,160.) 


4.214. Electrical apparatus for indicating and repeating movements. at a 
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THE MAINTENANCE OF PROSPERITY. 


During the period of greatly stimulated demand that 
followed upon the signing of the armistice, and which only 
now shows signs of abating, there bas been unending dis- 
cussion of the necessity for co-operation between employers 
and employed. This discussion has centred upon the 
question of production; some urged that the only way to 
regain prosperity was to increase production all the time, 
while others, fearing unemployment as a result of over- 
production, urged restriction of output, ca’ canny, and 
other methods which they thought would keep up employ- 
ment and a high level of wages. The arguments for both 
sides have been repeated so many times, and we have dealt 
with the matter in our leading columns so often, that we 
feel justified in taking it for granted that they are familiar 
to the minds of our readers. 

Many methods of stimulating production have been 
devised aud put into operation, some with conspicuous 
success, others with less noteworthy results. To judge . 
from the frequent references that have been made to it in 
the Press, as well as from the fact that it is still in 
operation, the Priestman system is one of the most 
successful. It will be remembered that, under this system, 
the management conferred with the men’s representatives, 
and the conference determined a certain standard rate 
of output for the factory, in Messrs. Priestman’s case 
measured in tons of finished machinery. For this output 
the standard Trade Union rate of wages appertaining to the 
district was paid. Messrs. Priestman Bros., Ltd., increased 
this rate by 10 per cent. to obtain for the system the 
goodwill of the employés, but this is not an inseparable 
part of the idea. The output being fixed, it is reviewed 
every four weeks by the management in collaboration with 
the Works Committee, and the standard of remuneration for 
the four weeks next ensuing is based upon the percentage 
difference between the actual rate of production and the 
standard rate. The same percentave is applied to the rate 
of pay of everyone in the concern, from the general manager 
downwards. 

This system has already been adopted by over 100 firms, and 
information concerning it has been supplied to nearly 700. If 
the effects produced are as satisfactory as they appear to have 
been hitherto in Messrs. Priestman’s own case, the spirit of 
goodwill and co-operation which should result will, no 
doubt, have considerable bearing on the course taken by 
industrial problems. As a stimu!us to production, the 
value of a system which apportions the results of increased 
productivity cannot be over-estimated ; and while demand 
is brisk and production can be completely absorbed, this 
value is probably equally apparent to both sides. It is 
when a slump is threatened that the value of a stimulus to 
production is apt to be regarded as having diminished, if 
not disappeared, and this by both sides. The firm dislikes 
selling at a cheap price the goods which have been manu- 
factured during a period of high production costs. The 
fall in prices is regarded by the worker as the result of 
over-production, and he jumps at once to the wrong conclu- 
sion that a smaller supply would raise prices again. 

The fact is, of course, that while the potential demand 
is there all the time, it cannot be gratified during 
periods of financial stringency unless prices are lowered 
to a sufficient extent to render it possible for buyers 
to afford to buy. It is a well-known law of com- 
merce that profits tend to disappear. We had better 


[97] D 


98 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. [Vol88. No.$,355,JamuARY 28, 1931. 


reiterate, for the benefit of those who are liable to mit- 
interpret the word “ law," that in this case it does not mean 
a legislative enactment brought into being because some- 
body thought it desirable ; it means that observation of a 
sufficient number of cases in which this result has come 
about, has made it possible to state, with practical certainty 
of fulfilment, that the same result will always be arrived at 
when the same causes are in operation. Profits tend to 
disappear. If a novelty is placed on the market, and captures 
the public imagination, it sells freely for a time at a high 
price. The demand will then either fall off, being satiated, 
or something else having appealed more strongly to it ; or it 
will remain, in which case imitators will become active, 
offering similar goods and usually lowering prices a little in 
order to get a start in the market. The first article must 
then be made more attractive, either by the addition of 
extra features, or by a cheapening of the price. Even 
when a price ring is formed—a practice we believe we have 
heard of in other industries—the profits made are vulnerable 
by outside manufacturers, by decreasing efficiency brought 
about by over-confidence and by diminution of wholesome 
competition, and by the need for carrying the weight of the 
weaker members. | 

In view of this law, it becomes apparent that there is a 
constant need for the encouragement of output, almost 
regardless of the demands of the market. Production costs, 
whether of manufactured goods or of units of electricity, 
consist of running costs and overhead coste ; and the over- 
head coste, remaining reasonably constant in amount, 
decrease per article or per unit as the output of articles or 
unite increases. If production be allowed to fall off, the 
overhead costs per article produced will increase, resulting 
in a further diminution of profit; and this may easily go 
on to the point where production becomes impossible, 


and the cloud of bankruptcy appears on the 
horizon. The factory, to produce cheaply, must 
produce continuously, and in great volume. Now, if, 


during times of slack demand, it is necessary to put 
unusually large quantities of finished material into stock, 
clearly there will be an unusually large amount of capital 
locked up in the business, which may lower dividends— 
again a tendency, on the part of the profite, to disappear. 
A weak concern will probably not be able to provide the 
necessary extra capital, and, being faced with the two evils 
of increase of overhead charges or increase of capital, will 
go to the wall. This kind of thing operates in cycles, and 
is bound to be seen in the future as it has been in the 
past. Increased activity in the selling of the product is 
imperatively necessary, and this is the time for agenta, 
middlemen, and all the class of wealth-handlers, so much 
distrusted and despised by Mr. Hecht, to show if they can 
be of service to the community or not. But, above all, it 
is necessary to produce economically, and to keep the 
strictest oversight on the costs. We have seen it stated 
that the necessity to-day is for production, to-morrow for 
sales. Let it not be forgotten, however, that production 
will be necessary to-morrow as well as to-day, to prepare for 
the day after to-morrow. In fact, production and sales 
must continually go hand in hand, and it is never safe, 
wate has been safe, and never will be safe, to neglect either 
of them. 


On January Ist an article on the 
London atmosphere appeared :n our es- 
teemed contemporary Country Infe, in 
which Dr. J. S. Owens stated some facts 
which are of vital interest to something like six million 
people living in or near London. He invented and has 
been using a simple automatic instrument for measuring 
the amount of impurity in the atmosphere of London at 
all hours of the day and night. Briefly, it may be 
described as an automatic filter operated by clockwork, 
which at short intervals filters two litres of air, the 
suspended impurities being retained and weighed. With 
this apparatus Dr. Owens is able to trace the impurities 
of London atmosphere directly to the imperfect com- 
bustion of coal, a subject to which we have frequently 
drawn attention. Fortunately for sleepers with their 


London's 
Atmosphere. 


windows open, the atmospheric impurities are at their 
lowest between midnight and 5 a.m. When people begin 
to start their fires for steam raising, and later for heat- 
ing, cooking, &c., there is à marked increase in the 
amount of soot and other unconsumed combustibles in 
the atmosphere. It appears to have been proved that 
the hours during which fires are being started are the 
hours during which the atmosphere is most heavily 
charged with dirt, and, of course, even if no more were 
contributed by firing-up during the day, the original 
charge would take a considerable time to fall and settle. 

Dr. Owens calculated that in some of the recent Lon- 
don fogs no less than 200 to 300 tons of sooty matter 
were suspended over the city. If people doubt this 
figure they should consider the further calculation that 
there are about 80 tons of soot emitted from London 
chimneys every hour. 

Dr. Owens points out the immense importance of the 
atmosphere to the human organism. Whereas a man 
eats about 2.7 Ib. of food and drinks about 4.5 lb. of 
water in 24 hours, no less & quantity than 30 lb. of air 
passes through his lungs in the same time. Obviously 
if this air is heavily charged with impurities, the fact 
is of greater importance than many questions concerning. 
food, which receive much more attention. Dr. Owens 
calculates that in 24 hours of even moderate fog, no less 
than 5 to 6 cwt. of sooty matter is received into the 
lungs of the London population. He also states an 
incontrovertible fact when he says that the right way 
to deal with the difficulty is to stop making smoke. As 
is usual and correct, he lays a good deal of stress upon 
the contribution of the domestic fire. He suggests the 
use of smokeless fuel, and there can be no doubt that 
the general adoption of low-temperature distillation and 
the use of partially carbonised coal, or what might be 
called half coke, would go a long way towards reduc- 
ing the smoke and economising the coal, both items of 
practical and enormous importance. 

We would venture, however. to point out that a still 
better solution would be the universal adoption of elec- 
tricity for lighting, warming, and cooking in the 
domestig sphere, and for power purposes in the indus- 
trial E This would not only restore the atmosphere 
of London to its original purity, but it would save cart- 
ing about the country enormous quantities of heavy 
mineral, and would solve at one stroke all questions of 
congestion on the railways. This matter is, as we know, 
receiving the attention of the Government, and we hope 
it is serious in its intention to do everything possible 
to facilitate the development of electricity supply. 


No phase of modern intellectual 
achievement appears to us more mar- 
vellous or inspiring than the astound- 
ing results which have been, attained by the scientific 
men of all nations who have been engaged in the study 
of the electron during the past half-century. It was in 
1881 that Prof. Crookes published an account of his 
experiments on ''radiant matter," and his theory of 
a fourth state of matter, in which, with the exercise 
of scientific imagination of the highest order, he fore- 
shadowed the discoveries of the twentieth century. 
Forty years on" we are thrilled and spellbound by 
Sir William Bragg’s masterly exposition of the present 
state of knowledge on this most fascinating subject. 
and are amazed at the manual dexterity and mental 
insight with which the modern physicist has explored 
the ultra-infinitesimal constitution of the atom, 
analysed, weighed, and measured the speed of its con- 
stituents, and divined the nature and properties of the 
ultimate particle of negative electricity. All this has 
been done without ever seeing or touching the electron, 
for even the smallest atom has a radius of the order 
of 10-9 cm., while the shortest wave-length of visible 
light is 4 X 1075 cm., and the radius of the electron, 
if it is spherical in form, is less than 107!? cm. We 
can never hope to see an atom, no matter how powerful 
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our microscope; still less, therefore, is the prospect of 
seeing an electron—yet our men of science, with the 
eye of imagination, have pursued it in its giddy flight, 
have marked its passage through the atom (which they 
think of as a very empty affair’’!), have seen it 
‘‘chip ’’ other electrons off their mother-atoms, and 
have learnt that it maintains a close relationship with 
electromagnetic waves, so that either ‘‘can always call 
up the other in accordance with definite laws. 

It is here, especially, that Sir William Bragg can 
speak with paternal authority, for it is to him, and 
to his distinguished son, that we mainly owe the dis- 
covery of the nature of X-rays and their application 
to the solution of the problem of crystalline structure, 
of which he so modestly gives a brief account in his 
lecture—one of the best of the Kelvin lectures that have 
been delivered before the Institution of Electrical En- 
gineers. We feel that this admirable essay, couched in 
the most lucid terms, and capable of comprehension by 
the most unmathematical reader, should be in the hands 
of everyone who is interested in the study of electricity, 
end therefore we are reproducing it in extenso; it will 
forin a landmark to which we shall look back, years 
hence, when the riddle of the positive nucleus of the 
&tom has been solved. 


WE have this week received from the 


International general secretary of the International 
Symbols for Electrotechnical Commission, Mr. C. le 
Electrotechnics. Maistre, Publication 27 (revised) on 


International Symbols, which has just 
been issued. The new Report differs but little from the 
original issue, the notes relating to enemy countries 
having been deleted, and symbols added for electric 
diference of potential (V) and magnetomotive force. 

So long as the Institution of Electrical Engineers 

refrained from adopting the International symbols in 
its Journal, wo did not feel called upon to introduce 
them into our pages. However, the Institution of late 
has been using the code, and the American publications 
have also come into line. We have, therefore, followed 
the same course, commencing with our first issue of 
this year. Frankly, we do not like some of the com- 
pound symbols, such as kWh, in which lower-case "' 
letters and capitals are mixed; nor can the linotype 
machine provide the bold-faced type which is specified 
for the unit symbols, so that the ordinary type used for 
the text has to be employed. The use of italic capitals 
for the symbols for quantities presents another diffi- 
culty, but this occurs only in formule, and is of little 
moment compared with the employment of Greek letters, 
which are not included in the linotype founts, and have 
to be inserted by hand. 

The advantages of a uniform notation are so cogent, 
however, that it behoves us all to comply with the code 
of symbols as closely as possible. 

Contributors may be interested to know that fractions 
in formule should always, if possible, be written with 
the solidus (/) instead of the horizontal bar, because 
the latter cannot be used.with the linotype, and enor- 
mously increases the labour of setting by hand, owing 
to the special spacing that is necessary between the 
lines, and other technical difficulties. In using the 
solidus great care is desirable, to show clearly what 
terms are included in the numerator and the denomina- 
tor of the fraction. 


— $ 


TuE informal meeting of the Institu- 
I. E. E. tion of Electrical Engineers on Monday 
Improvements. last, to discuss means of increasing the 
usefulness of the Institution, was not- 
ably successful; there was a large attendance of mem- 
bers, including a number of Members of Council, who 
doubtless came prepared for anything. As a matter of 
fact, the meeting was as harmonious as the regular 
informal meeting always are, and more so than some 
formal meetings that we have attended. 
Criticism of the Council was almost wholly absent; 
in opening the discussion, the Chairman (Mr. Peoley), 


whose conduct of the proceedings was admirable, struck 
the keynote of helpfulness, and the high tone was main- 
tained throughout. A long letter from Mr. Purse to 
the President was read, in exactly the same spirit, in- 
dicating his desire to prqmote the efficiency of the 
Institution in every possible way. The suggestions put 
forward by the various speakers offered little novelty; 
they included the status question, keeping the library 
open in the evening, joint meetings with other societies, 
provision for the discussion of commercial subjects, the 
development of the social side, support to the Engineers' 
Club, the provision of an electrical laboratory, closer 
touch with the public and the lay Press, popular 
lectures, exhibitions of apparatus, &c. At the conclu- 
sion of the discussion Mr. Atkinson reviewed the pro- 
posals in a sympathetic spirit. 

While the meeting is not likely to have much effect 
on the course of events, it was noteworthy for the 
atmosphere of co-operation and cordiality with which 
it was imbued, and was well worth while if only for 
that, reason. 


IT is not to be supposed, of course, that 


pe hy ahd electricity supply undertakings in small 
En: mp country towns have very ample funde 
Undertakings, for the purpose of advertising or publicity 


campaigns. On the other hand, they have 
the advantage of being, if they like, in close personal touch 
with practically everything that is going on in their small 
areas, Consequently, there are indirect possibilities open to 
them that do not generally obtain in bigger towns. They can 
readily interest themselves, and often take a part, in public 
or semi-public movements to benefit or expand the trade of 
the town, or even do something themselves to initiate them. 
For instance, there is the pressing question, in which the 
Government is interested, of reviving industries of all 
kinds in country towns. There are, though it does not 
seem to be very widely known, Development Commissioners 
for the very purpose, inter alia, of helping forward agri- 
cultural development and rural industries. The main 
procedure is to encourage local authorities, county councils, 
or associations to organise local efforts, and generally 
encourage and help forward co-operative developments. And 
it is no bare benediction that the Commissioners give, but hard 
cash in the shape of grants, where they approve, of course, 
for such purposes of propaganda. Now, all this is to the 
benefit of the local electricity undertakings. Would it not 
be worth the while of some of the small country under- 
takings to try to stir up their local Councils to make some 
such move, and get the support of the Development Com- 
missioners? It might result in considerable good to 
the town and, in a subsidiary degree, to the undertaking. 
Let us cite, as a small example, the Agricultural Organisa- 
tion Society, which receives a grant from the Development 
Fund, and bas helped in the establishment of the Swanwick 
Basket Factory in Hampshire. This is a co-operative factory 
jointly promoted by the Fruit Growers’ Association, and 
started workin 1914. The various strawberry growers of the 
district decided to co-operateand maketheir own fruit baskete, 
and the venture has turned out to be eminently successful. 
The aspen logs are sawn down, the peeling machines strip 
down the wood to the ribbons of veneer, the guillotine cuts 
these to length, the baskets are woven and sbaped and 
then finished in a wire stitching machine. Here, then, 
is a factory of direct benefit to an undertaking both for 
power and lighting, and entirely due to organisation— 
or, in the first place, brains and initiative. There must be 
plenty of opportunities up and down the country for similar 
developmente. The whole question is one of stirring up 
local effort. When local interest is once aroused, help is 
always forthcoming from the Agricultural Organieation 
Society, if it is in ite line, or some other Society, or, as we 
mentioned before, the local authorities themselves could 
take the whole matter in hand and get all their expenses 
for organising and so on paid out of the Development 
Fund if they satiafied the Commissioners that they were 
helping forward rural industries, 
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ON STATUTORY EARTHING: SOME CRITICISMS, 


By S. 


In the official Memorandum on the Home Office Electri- 
city Regulations (vzde Factory and Workshops Acts), it 
is provided by Regulation 21 that: ‘‘ Where necessary 
to prevent danger adequate precautions sball be taken 
either by earthing or by other suitable means to prevent 
any metal other than the conductor from becbming elec- 
trically charged.“ 

Admittedly one of the most important of the thirty- 
odd articles in the Memorandum, it is probably not an 
exaggeration to assert that more irregularities occur 
in its daily observance than with the rest of the whole 
code, for a really efficiently and properly earthed system 
seems to be becoming somewhat of a rarity, and an 
installation complying with the letter and spirit of 
Regulation 21 certainly commands due appreciation 
when met with. T 

Almost, if not quite, the most elementary item 
of the journeyman electrician's mental stock-in-trade, 
it seems somewhat curious that the important measure 
referred to should be, apparently, so little understood, 
since commonsense rather than profound electrical 
knowledge is manifestly the one quality most re- 
quired in performing this important and almost in- 
variably simply achieved statutory requirement. And 
commonsense applied here means just the ability to 
discern and discriminate between essentials and non- 
essentials as, for instance, the difference between water 
main and water service pipe; to distinguish between 
water and steam (including heating) or other dis- 
similar pipes; or to determine the street and service 
sides of a water supply system, and to avoid mistaking 
gas barrel and compo. for water piping. Further, to 
detect points of potential, as well as of actual, weakness 
in any system liable to cause interruption of electrical 
continuity, such as packed pipe joints and couplings of 
various kinds, valves, cocks, meters, and other appara- 
tus. Neither is it wise to assume that all possibly is in 
order with an earth wire which may be continuous and 
visible up to the point of its entry into the ground; 
nor should too much be taken for granted because 
the said earth wire may resist a strong pull against up- 
rooting. 

In connecting massive apparatus of relatively small 
bulk as, for example, a generator or motor frame, 
transformer case, &c., with earth, to ensure a cable or 
strip connection thereto having & 100 per cent. con- 
ductivity throughout is & simple proposition to any 
tradesman worthy of the name. The position, however. 
becomes somewhat different and perhaps more difficult 
when, say, considering an overhead travelling-crane 
equipment, or in dealing with an installation of metal 
condüit. Here, every tubular or other purely mechani- 
cal joint or special fitting which exists in the system 
may be viewed as a potential source of electrical weak- 
ness; a defective coupling next to the earth conductor 
proper may conceivably quite easily break the con- 
tunuity, and thus insulate the whole system from 
earth. Were it even necessary it would still be found 
impracticable to bond all such points separately in an 
efficient manner, hence the extreme importance of pro- 
viding that all tubing and fittings in a conduit system 
shall be sound and properly attached both electrically 
and mechanically. so as to ensure a practical 100 per 
cent. continuity throughout. 

It cannot be gainsaid that even with the screwed 
conduit system the greatest care is necessary when 
installing, especially in attaching fittings, as contrary 
to common notions & threaded joint does not always 
"produce sound-electrical contact although such a joint 
may be. mechanically speaking. quite above suspicion. 
the natural tendency of the V-screw thread pair having 
properly formed and finished surfaces being to slide 
and not to cuf. The truth of this fact may be demons- 


LEES. 


trated in a practical manner by joining together a piece 
of common steel conduit tubing and an ordinary fitting 
—bend, elbow, coupling, tee-piece, &c. The tubing 
should preferably be cut in a sound die, and an un- 
picked stock fitting (one of the kind enamelled inside 
and out) used for this test. On unscrewing, the 
threaded surfaces óf the tube and fitting will almost 
invariably be found to be highly polished and lustrous, 
due to the enormous frictional or rubbing effect pro- 
duced during the process having driven the enamel into 
the pores of the metal and formed an extremely hard 
and burnished coating of a high insulating value on 
the threaded surfaces. Sometimes with badly cut 
threads choked with enamel a false sense of security 
is given owing to the superfluous enamel binding the 
surfaces and being mistaken for a tight thread. Such 
a joint obviously is worse than useless as an electrical 
bond, hence, as previously remarked, the extreme im- 
portance of ensuring that all joints and connections be 
properly and soundly made. ‘‘ Ohms at the terminals 
with infinity on the tubing means midnight oil and 
nervous breakdown.” As is well known, a turn or two 
with a good tap will invariably clear a dirty threaded 
fitting, and formerly this precaution was but rarely 
neglected in installing screwed barrel. One feels that 
this commendable practice might with advantage be 
revived to-day. The writer has experience of numerous 
instances where ‘‘earthed’’ conduit runs have been 
completely severed owing to overheating and arcing at 
defective joints caused by the development of earth 
faults. The commercial impracticability of applying 
a drop test as a means of detecting unsound joints 
of the kind mentioned is obvious, nor is it necessary. 
With the slip-joint (so-called) and non-screwed systems 


FIG. 1. 


the difficulty of ensuring continuity is intensified, and 
notwithstanding the many ingenious attempts made in 
the past, the solution of this problem appears to be as 
far off as ever. Tubing of this class, moreover, has a 
somewhat limited field, and it would not be very sur- 
prising if in the near future the further use of conduit 
the chief advantage of which is that of cheapness were 
abandoned. So much for continuity. 

The conventional methods of attaching earth devices 
are, generally speaking. unsatisfactory. Of various 
tvpes, and mostly proprietary, these fittings invariably 
depend primarily on the contact effected by clasping a 
circular metal clip or band around the metal conduit, 
the earth conductor proper being attached to the 
clip or band by means of an ordinary bolt and nut or 
set-screw, and in some cases by a wedge device. For 
commercial considerations doubtless some such fittings 
are stated to be of a universal tvpe, inasmuch as the 
heavier component parts of the clip are of a uniform 
size and non-adjustable, whilst the flexible member. 
which is capable of being extended or reduced to suit 
different sizes of pipe. grips the conduit; these are 
claimed to fit all standard sizes of conduit. One example 
of this type which has a fairly wide vogue makes elec- 
trical contact with approximately three-fourths of the 
circumference of the tubing to which it may be attached, 
at its maximum adjustment. In the design of this 
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contrivance no consideration appears to have been given 
to the relation between capacity of tubing and earth 
conductor; presumably it being intended to connect 
two or more clips in parallel. Again, at about half a 
dozen points joints occur making local contact only 
with the flexible band, which depends for its ultimate 
tightness on compression by a single 3/16-in. screw, the 
earth wire also being connected by the same screw. As 
already remarked, this device depends primarily on 
circumferential contact between the adjustable flexible 
member and the conduit, which is wholly inadequate; 
this serious disadvantage might be compensated to some 
extent at least by a proper proportioning of the size 
of clip to capacity of conduit, provided a sufficient 
area of truly faced and clean contact were assured on 
the external surface of the conduit. In actual practice, 
however, that is but rarely the case, rather the rewerse 
is the fact. It may be urged that meticulous accuracy 


is unnecessary, but the electrician has to remember that 
clearance is not for electrical contacts, but for engine 
cylinders. For checking contact surfaces of earth clip 
connections an ordinary fitter's tapered feeler-gauge is 
a very useful substitute for the more conventional 
milli-voltmeter and far cheaper. 
the device just described. 


Fig. 1 illustrates 
Such a relatively thin 


Fic. 3. Fra. 4. 


and narrow band of soft copper strained in position 
wil naturally stretch, and eventually work loose, 
thereby rendering the connection useless. The form 
of clip shown at fig. 2 is limited in its application, 
for obvious reasons, to the smaller sizes of tubing, 
and in addition to being mechanically weak has most 
of the disadvantages of its relation pictured in fig. 1. 
The common plain clip, fig. 3, although of a robust 
pattern, requires to be very accurately made and care- 
fully fitted in order to ensure efficient electrical contact ; 
very often local or point contact only is effected, as a 


résult of erratic filing or scraping of the surface of the 


conduit. Under unfavourable atmospheric conditions 


such a connection rapidly deteriorates, and is soon 
rendered useless. The form of split clip shown at fig. 4, - 


= 
E 


Fio. 6. 


Fia. 5. 


although somewhat easier to fit than its predecessor, 


possesses the same inherent disadvantages, and as 
usually made of cast brass is liable to fail through 
over-strain at the lugs. With both of the latter types 
of clip it is manifestly necessary to carry stocks of as 
many sizes of clips as tubes—an expensive disadvantage. 
A contrivance sketched on the lines shown at fig. 5 is 
often used in telephone and bell practice, but when 
applied to power and lighting circuits is an abomina- 
tion, and its use should be condemned. It seems rather 
curieus, by the way, that water supply authorities 


should countenance the use, or rather the abuse, of 
such a crude and damaging contraption on their pro- 
perty. A type of earthing grip which is somewhat 
of an innovation is illustrated at fig. 6. The method 
of connecting the earth conductor to the grip socket is 
novel, and good contact is effected. To the writer the 
weak points in its design lie in the small area of con- 
tact obtained between the earth wire and the surface 
of the conduit, as the pressure required to flatten 
a solid or even a stranded cable to any appreciable 
extent would be enormous, and in the commercial sample 
inspected the grip would probably give way at points A 
if unduly strained. Stranded cable should be used in 
preference to solid wire, as better contact would thereby 
be effected, and the risk of damaging the grip and 
screws avoided. The screws perform the dual func- 
tion of securing the grip and also of locking the 
earth conductor to the conduit; it is not inconceivable 
that the conductor, especially if a solid wire, may shear 
off inside the bore, or the grip may work loose, and the 
earth wire would in that eventuality probably get dis- 
connected. There are also several patented earthing 
systems in which special perforated or slotted metal 
strip is entwined around the tubing and fastened into 
position by means of screws, the strip forming the dual 
function of clip and conductor to earth. The strip 
systems are not extensively used; of relatively low 
carrying capacity, in addition to mechanical weakness 
the necessity’ of joints is a bar to their adoption 
to any great extent. All the devices described in the 
foregoing depend absolutely on the conduit surfaces 
being of sufficient area, truly faced and clean, and are 
subject to the various troubles arising from imperfect 
or local contact and, in the writer’s opinion, are 
unsatisfactory for armoured cables. One might con- 
tinue thus indefinitely, but it will be sufficient to in- 
dicate that the different forms of devices illustrated are 
representative of the commercial earthing ‘fittings in 
present-day use. | 
(To be concluded.) 
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MARTIN'S ROTOR BALANCING MACHINE, 


Tue apparatus described herewith was designed by Mr. 
W. H. Martin, and is a product of Messrs. F. A. Pullen and 
Co., for the puros of affording a quick, safe, and 
inexpensive method of balancing rotary bodies, and it gives 
very accurate resulta. In an existing machine the sensi- 
tiveness of the balance is such that when, for instance, 
balancing a rotor of 10,000 kg. it 
will easily show a variation of balance 
of 1 kg. cm. by sliding a weight of 
1 kg. along the beam. This corresponds 
to a deviation of the centre of gravity 
of the rotor in a horizontal direction off 
the axis of 0°0005 mm., or approximately 
one-fifty-thousandth of an inch. 

To express the above result in a more. 
concrete way : when forexample, balancmg 
a 10-ton Zoelly rotor of 6 ft. diameter, 
an overweight of 10 grammes (one- 
third oz.) on ita circumference, or one- 
millionth part of the rotor’s weight, can 
be readily detected. It is always pos- 
| sible to detect, locate, and correct an 
* out-of-balance " moment of 1 in.-Ib. present in a rotor or 
such-like body. 

Another advantage of the apparatus is that it indicates 
the correct plane in which this overweight lies and its 
moment would act,a feature that is unique and greatly 
increases the accuracy of the resulte obtained. These 
results are obteined without rotetion, as it is merely 
necessary to turn the body to six or eight fixed positions, 
and when actually balancing no rotation takes place. The 
method is not affected by the body's inertia, neither is there 
any fear of an “angle of lag upsetting the result. `- 
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The machine, figs. 1 and 2, consists of two main portions 
arranged to support the shaft of the rotor to be balanced. 
At one end the shaft is hung in a universally-jointed 
stirrup, fig. 8, and at the other in a bearing which is 
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Fic, 2.—4A 7-TON TURBINE ROTOR ON BALANCE. 


mounted on the short arm of a steelyard lever, figs. 2 
and 4. 

Having 
the main weight of the steelyard is adjusted so as to bring 
the arm into equilibrium. The rotor 
is then turned a few degrees and the 
arm again adjusted by moving the 
jockey weight; this adjustment is 
recorded. The rotor is then turned 
through another section, and the neces- 
sary adjustment again made by means 
of the jockey weight, and so the 
process is continued for a complete 
revolution. The results are plotted 
to a horizontal base, and the sine 
curve obtained shows a maximum and 
minimum which indicate the points 
at which the centre of gravity is 
furthest from, and nearest to, the 
supporting point of the balance. By 
multiplying the jockey weight by its 
displacement, a moment is derived 
trom which the eccentricity of the 
centre of gravity and the necessary 
correction are obtained. Table I 
gives some actual resulta that have 
been obtained with a large balance. 

That this type of balancing apparatus 
is also suitable for extremely small and 
accurate work is shown by Table II, 
which result was obtained on a small 
size machine by Dr. Archibald Barr (Regius Professor 
of Glasgow University), at his range-finder works, at 
Glasgow. 

Recently the excessive vibration set up in a power-house 
and neighbouring buildings by the un d armature of 


placed the rotor to be balanced in the bearings, l 


Fig. 8.—U sIVERSALLY-JOINTED 
STIRRUP, 


a 450-h. p. steam-driven dynamo set was entirely remedied, 


after balancing on the above-described machine. 

On all built-up turbines, such as the Zoelly & Curtis types, 
first the shaft and then each disk put on is successively 
balanced ; the final balance obtained will then be without 
any disturbing couple, and many times more accurate than 
any result obtainable by other methods. In a drum-type 
turbine, such as the Parsons rotor, the overweight is taken 


out partly at each end in relation to the position of the 

centre of gravity, the sum of this moment being equal to 
TABLE I. 

| Out-of-bal. | Weight re- | Correspond- 


moved (de- | ing correo- 
ndent on tion of 


Rotary bodies balanced.; Weight, ks. moment 
| ight, kg found, e radius), | rotor's c. of 
` kg. £^ mm. 


9678 | 3 75 0208 0'014 


H. p. turbine rotor... , 
L.p. turbine. 5870 | 58 0:23 0°0108 
H p. turbine. 6,792 ; 86 135 0˙053 
L. p turbine ... 9,103 13:2 0:244 0:0146 
H. p. turbine 6.781 | 217 0:8 0:032 
L.p. turbine ... 9216 , 3t1 0°695 0°087 
H. p. turbine 7,200 10˙8 1˙391 0°015 

| 9,208 | 58:9 1'1 0°064 


L.p. turbine ... 


Kg. | Mm. 


Gyro wheel 5} in. 2°973 O0 00936 0:000054 0:00121 
diameter for gy10 (54 milli- (about 
statio compass. grammes) l/ 20, 000 in.) 

| i 


the total moment of over-weight. Reduction gear wheels 
can also be balanced by this machine, and for bodies which 
are of relatively large radial and small axial dimensions, a 
mandrel (in itself balanced) to take such parts can be used 
on the machine. The machine could also be used for 
standardising rotary parts. 

In his patent specification the inventor claims a pre- 
cision in determining the eccentricity of the centre of 
gravity ten times as great as that attainable with the 
methods hitherto employed, such as that of rotation at a 
high speed. 

Messrs. Yarrow & Oo., of Ssotstoun, after investigating 
the matter, have adopted one of these machines for their 


Fig. 4.—BALANCING BEAM 
BEARING. 


own works. Similarly, the Royal Shipbuilding and 
Engineering Co. De Schelde,” of Flushing, Holland, is 
using such a machine with great satisfaction, and 
various other firms are considering the adoption of the 
apparatus, 
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THE NATIONAL INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL FOR THE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY INDUSTRY. 


Proposed Reconstruction. 


By T. W. COLE, 
Joint Secretary, No. 9 (Home Counties) District Council. 


SOME little time ago, at one of the meetings or the 
Home Counties Council, Mr. Hesketh, of Folkestone, 
presented a report in which he suggested that steps 
should be taken by which each District Council might 
be represented directly on the National Industrial Coun- 
cil. We discussed the matter, and, like most people faced 
with a new proposal, saw the difficulties much more 
than the advantages, and so for the moment held our 
hand. But gradually we became aware that the same 
feeling as to the need of direct representation on the 
National Council was becoming universal. This wide- 
spread feeling all over the country crystallised eventu- 
ally in a definite resolution to the effect that, when the 
time came round again to nominate the members of 
the National Council, direct representation should 
be secured. This resolution was drafted by the em- 
plovers’ side of No. 3 District Council, and first sub- 
mitted to the employers’ side of the District Councils 
at a meeting held at the Ministry of Labour on January 
6th. I confess that at that meeting, as an early speaker 
in the debate, I opposed the resolution. But the meeting 
generally was all out for it, and very cogent arguments 
indeed in support were forthcoming, and the resolution 
was carried. The next day there was a further meeting 
at the same place, at which the employés’ side of each 
of the 13 District Councils was officially represented, 
and also the National Council by 10 of the 12 members. 
The ‘‘ constitution of the National Council’’ was the 
first motion on the agenda, and ran as follows (the 
same resolution as on the preceding day): — 

“That it be a recommendation of the National 
Council that the National Council should be composed 
of 26 representatives on each side; that the allocation 
of seats on the employers’ side should be 13 for the 
companies and 13 for the local authorities; that the 
company organisations in electing their representatives 
should endeavour to secure that a representative is 
elected from each district; that the local authority re- 
presentatives on the National Council should be one 
from each District Council and should be elected by 
and from local authority representatives on the Dis- 
trict Councils."' 

The minutes of this meeting triumphantly record 
that the resolution was ''carried unanimously." So 
much for the views of the employers' side. Then came 
the task of submitting the resolution to the trade union 
side at the combined meeting, held on January 20th, 
at Montague House. Unfortunately, the trade union 
sides of the District Councils had not had the resolution 
submitted to them, and so had to face the resolution 
appearing on the agenda paper quite unprepared. 
Further, although the resolution implies that the trade 
union side of the National Council shall be selected from 
the District Councils, there are no specific words to 
this effect. Mr. Rowan, in a most admirable speech, 
led the opposition from the point of view of the trade 
unions, but there was evidently a good deal of division 
of opinion on the trade union side, and a strong feeling 
was expressed that it should have had an opportunity 
of discussing the matter before coming to the conference. 
My own Council, the Home Counties Council, however, 
was blameless on this point, as we had already come to 
agreement on the matter in full council of both sides, 
and were prepared to vote in favour of the resolution 
accordingly. But none of the other District Councils 
appeared to be in such a position, so a registration of the 
votes of the individual Councils was out of the question, 
and the motion was followed by merely a personal *' show 
of hands." After all, it was too much, perhaps, to 
expect the perplexed and unprepared trade union repre- 
eentatives to vote off-hand, and commit themselves on 


such a serious proposition. The ''show of hands," 
needless to say, counted against the proposition. The 
conferences, however, have been most useful, as every 
District Council has heard all sides discussed, and 
should now be in a position to deal confidently with the 
question at an early meeting of its full council. The 
next step, therefore, for the.District Councils is, pre- 
sumably, to take a vote as we of the Home Counties 
Council did, of both sides. Bearing in mind the 
'" unanimous carrying of the resolution by the em- 
ployers’ side of the District Councils at the meeting on 
Jan. 7th, already mentioned, it would look as though it 
were only the trade union side, at least mainly, that 
remained to be convinced. Anyhow, the task now for 
each District Council is to discuss the matter in full 
council, and take a vote on the matter. When this is 
done, therefore, and the votes of the 13 District Councils 


‘are collected, the matter will tormally be in order for 


action, if any, to be taken. Until such definite vote 
is forthcoming, of course, despite conferences and so 
forth, there would be no grounds to justify the Minister 
of Labour approving any proposal. 

Now as to the proposed change in the constitution 
of the National Council. First of all taking the em- 
ployers' side, the change does not necessarily mean 
& change in the personnel, but merely an addition of 
new members. For instance, Alderman Beaumont sits 
on the present National Council because he was 
nominated thereto by the I.M.E.A. in virtue of his 
valuable services on No. 10 District Council. In the 
reconstituted National Council he will sit there because 
he will be nominated by No. 10 Council in virtue of 
precisely the same services. Mr. Bailey sits on the 
present National Council at the nomination of the Con- 
ference of Chief Officials. He would still sit there by 
exactly the same nomination, but would be understood 
also to represent No. 10 Council, if No. 10 Council 
eoncurs, which may be ''taken for granted." Mr. 
Woodhouse would also sit as & nominee of the Power 
Companies' Association, with merely the almost theore- 
tical addition that he also represented Yorkshire District 
Council. The same applies, of course, mutatis mutan- 
dis, to the other members. In fact, if we might adopt 
a terpsichorean simile, there are 13 District Councils 
as wall-flowers, and the present members of the National 
Council will be told to ‘‘ set to partners." Of course 
only part will be thus temporarily united, and there 
will still be a balance of wall-flowers for which new 
partners must be elected. And the only ''recon- 
stitution "' is that these surplus spinsters, so to speak, 
should be provided with partners. The three Company 
Employers' Associations would still retain their nomi- 
nating powers, but in concert with the District Councils, 
and surely the most punctilious purist could not take 


exception to such an innocent ménage à trots. The 


case of the municipal representatives is even simpler, 
since the I.M.E.A. drops out altogether and each mem- 
ber is elected by his District Council on the spot. 

There is one point also which is universally taken 
for granted by all the reformers unanimously, and that 
is that the present chairman, Alderman Walker, con- 
tinues in office; the whole new scheme presupposes that. 
We are not afraid of the size of the Council interfering 
with its work or effectiveness provided Alderman Walker 
is in the chair. 

The chief argument advanced against the increased 
National Council, and we admit that it has a certain 
force, is that it will be like the old lady who lived in 
& shoe." But even this old lady manipulated her 
troubles successfully—and the difficulty of numbers is 
not insuperable. No. 10 District Council has found 
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a very businesslike way of dealing with such a case by 
appointing an Executive Committee, the full Council 
meeting, 1 believe, once à month, and the Executive 
once a week. Mutatis mutandis, something of this kind 
could obviously be done by the National Council. 

Now as to the trade union side; l speak with ditti- 
dence here. (I am a nouveau riche as regards my trade 
union lore. In ante-Whitley days, or at any rate, in 
ante-bellum times, many of us had only a bowing ac- 
quaintance with trade unions. During the war ''in- 
timacy ripens. ) Anyhow, it does seem to me that 
trade unions have everything to gain and nothing to 
lose by regional representation on the National Council. 
It is certainly in principle more democratic that those 
who form the higher court, so to speak, should be elected 
by the same union representatives whose interests are 
being dealt with. The trade union representative on 
the District Council ought not to be supposed merely 
to keep his nose down on to merely local matters in 
an isolated kind of way, but to treat these in a broad 
spirit and in right relationship with the broad lines 
of policy dictated by the wider interests of the industry 
nationally. But how is he to do this, if he is told to 
keep to his mere local business, and leave all these 
bigger matters to be dealt with by “ headquarters! In 
respect of these matters for which he is responsible, he 
ought to be there representatively himself. further, his 
unintermittent experience of the detail work of the 
District Council specially fits him to deal adequately 
with the work of the National Council. To be able to 
see the job right through either personally or repre- 
sentativelv would add enormously to his interest in it, 
and incline him to put his best into the work of the 
Whitley scheme to the benefit of all concerned. The 
present is the unique opportunity for the District 
trade union representatives to declare: '' We are going 
to be in it, all the time, all the way through.” 

Again, and this is a point on which 1 think all 
constructively-minded members will agree, both em- 
ployers’ side and trade unionists, by making the 
National Council directly representative of the District 
Councils, the whole scheme becomes organically com- 
plete. It becomes one machine, structurally sound. Not 
only is each District Council vitally connected with the 
National Council, but, through the National Council, 
the District Councils become welded together into an 
organic whole. At present we are all so many isolated 
units, each going on its own way merrily, without any 
regard to the good of the whole. This is not our fault, 
but the fault of the organisation, for, barring eaves- 
dropping, we have no means of even knowing what any 
other is doing. 

Finally, the proposed. reconstitution will make the 
whole scheme more highly Whitleyised. The Whitley 
report says: “The National Industrial Council should 
not be regarded as complete in itself; what is needed is 
a triple organisation—in the workshops, the districts, 
and nationally. Moreover, it is essential that. each of 
these stages should proceed on a common principle, and 
that the. greatest measure of common action between 
them should be secured." In another report, it urges 

‘each of these three forms of organisation (Zz. e. Works 
Committees, District Councils, and National Council) 
being linked up with the others so as to constitute an 
organisation covering the whole of the trade.’ 

It is to secure such “ linking-up,’’ and to prevent 
the National Council being“ regarded as complete in 
itself," that the reconstitution is proposed. Fiat re- 
ferendum. 


Architecture Exhibition at Ghent.— The International 
Architecture Exhibition, organised under the auspices of the 
Government. will be opened at Ghent on April 30th in the Palais 
des Fétes. The scope of the Exhibition will be a very wide one. as 
not only will it deal with architecture properly so-called, but also 
with everything concerned with the modern arrangements of houses 
and offices. Thus, furniture, pianos, carpets and hangings, heating 
and lighting apparatus, the newest ideas for bathrooms and the 
most modern electrical appliances will all find a place in the Exhi- 
bition - Yeuter's Trade Service (Brussels). 


LEGAL. 


Morrow v. STEPNEY BorotGu CUUNCIL—APPEAL. - 


IN the Court of Appeal, before the Master of the Rolls and 
Lords Justices Warrington and Scrutton, on January lyth, 
the case of Morrow v. the Stepney Corporation was heard 
upon the defendants’ appeal trom a judgment ot Mr. Justice 
P. O. Lawrence, granting am injuncuon restraining the 
defendants from dischar ging grit and ashes from the chimney 
stacks of their works so às to cause a nuisance to the plalntifi, 
who carried on business as à mast, oar, and scull maker in 
Brightlingsea Place, Limehouse. Mr. Justice Lawrence also 
awarded the plaintiff £50 as general damages for the dis- 


- comfort he had sutfered and the costs of the action. 


The action was reported in our issue of June löth, 1920. 

Mr. JENKINS, K.C., in support ot tne appeal, said it was 
really brought tor the purpose of taking the case to the House 
of lords. Mr. Justice Lawrence had found as a fact that a 
nuisance was caused to the plaintiff. Defendants contested 
that at the triai; but he was not prepared to ask their lord- 
ships to review the judge's findings of fact. But the impor- 
tint point of law which the defendants wanted decided was 
whether, having regard to the defendants’ statutory position, 
they had not the right to do what they had done, and whether 
or not the plaintiff s only remedy was compensation. Another 
point for consideration was whether the learned judge had 
exercised his decision rightly in granting the injunction. The 
operation of the injunction had been suspended pending the 
present appeal. If the injunction was granted it would no 
doubt intlict considerable hardship on a great number of 
persons. 

Without calling upon counsel for the respondents, their 
lordships held that they could not interfere with the judgment 
of Mr. Justice Lawrence, and dismissed the appeal with costs. 


ELECTRICAL INDUSTRIES, LTD. 


IN the Companies Winding-up Court, on January 19th, Mr. 
Justice Astbury made ao order for the compulsory winding-up 
of Electrical Industries, Ltd. Mr. Bischof, for the petitioners, 
R. Johnston & Co., Ltd., said they were judgment creditors 
for £375. No notice of opposition had been received, and 
the company did not appear. 


. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters received by us after b P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the following week, Correspondents should forward their communi- 
cations at the earliest possible moment. No letter oan be published 
unless we have the writer's name and address in our possession, — 


The Life of Metallic-ilament Lamps. 


Referring to ^ Dudlux’s " letter of the 14th inst., I should 
like to state that I experience snuilar results with metallic- 
filament lamps. Occasionally one gets a lamp which burns 
for about 500 hours, but this is decidedly the exception to 
ihe rule. 

Generally speaking, the -average life is about 200 hours for 
ordinary metal lamps, and 100 hours for " half-watt " types. 
In the first place, -watt " lumps were installed to replace 
large arc lamps, with a view to reducing current consumption. 
However, far from being economical, the high cost of re- 
newals more than balances the running costs of the arc lamps. 

One is rather loath to have to resort to the ancient. carbon 
lamp, but apparently there is nothing else for it. 

J. W. H. 

January 19th, 1921. 


-o——— 


A 100 per cent. Load Factor. 

I should like through the medium of your Journal to ask 
the attention of electricity supply engineers to the question 
of quoting special rates for appliances of fixed capacity work- 
ing continuously day and night. 

Some years apo an interesting device for storing energy in 
the form of hot water was introduced, and a good many 
supply undertakings did at that time quote low rates for the 
energy taken by this apparatus, using no meter and sealing 
the connections. 

Recently a good deal of attention has been given again to 
appliances of this class, but inventors are being discouraged 
by the reluctance of supply undertakings to quote special 
rates for such supplies. 

It is, I believe, argued that because the 100 per cent. load 
factor apparatus operates across the peak it does not justify 
cut prices for energy. 

It must be remembered, however, that these appliances 
would be used to a great extent on parts of the mains net- 
work where loading is at present intermittent, and the load 
factor on the cables low. Moreover, in most stations, the 
actual peak occurs in the winter time, and lasts for a very 
short period. and a rate might be calculated to take into con- 
sideration the overlapping of this short peak. 

For example, if 8d. & unit is the price for supply taken on 
the peak, and id. a unit would be profitable for, Bay, a 
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23-hours' supply taken off the peak, it is obvious that an all- 
round figure of 14d. would meet the requirements and prob- 
ably encourage a very desirable load of this kind. 

The matter should receive syinpathetic attention because the 
water heating problem is largely bound up with the storage 
of electrical energy on the consumer's premises in the form 
of heat. Moreover, there is indication to-day of further in- 
teresting inventions for heating, these probably await for 
their development only the encouragement of the supply en- 
gineer in the form of suitable tariffs. 

It would be interesting if you could obtain the views of 
enginéers on this subject. 

i J. W. Beauchamp. 
. Director 8 Secretary, 

CN Brit, Electrical Development Association, Inc. 

London, 

January 18th, 1921. 


— — a cat 


An Engineers’ Club for London. 


It is extremely encouraging to see the efforts that are now 
being made by Mr. Hill and his colleagues to form an En- 
ngineers' Clubs in provincial cities, including naturally the 
pioneer of them all at Manchester. | 
Considering the fact that our city is justly acclaimed as 
the centre of the majority of the world's human activities, 
and that civilisation in its material expression is mainly the 
work of engineers, there should be no special pleading re- 
quired to obtain a generous moral, intellectual, and material 
support for this enterprise. | 
t is, therefore, to be hoped that engineers will get into 
touch with Mr. Hill's provisional committee at the earliest 
possible moment to ensure that the scheme may be launched 
with the least roue delay, and that in the near future 
we may have the finest club in this country available for 
recreation, social intercourse, and professional discussion, 
together with feeding and sleeping facilities on a level with 
fhose to be found at a first-rate hotel. 
This scheme should interest not merely the 3,000 engineers 
in the city who are called for, but at least 30,000, and perhaps 


many more. | 
n Raymond J. Mitchell, 
London. A. M. I. E. E., A.M.I.Min.E., &c. 


January 18th, 1921. 


[Our correspondent has accurately defined the institution 
which the promoters aim to set up. It is going to be a very 
big thing—if those who wish it to exist will give the scheme 
their support now.—Eps. ELEC. REv.] 


The Telephone Ramp." 


Your leader of the 14th appears to inflict an unmerited 
injustice upon many readers, telephone subscribers, and would- 
be victims, especially those who were too young in 1911 to be 
interested. 

How can the Post Office penny be compared with any other? 

If so, when did the Post Ottice telephones and telegraphs 
make a profit? The Postmaster-General says they cannot 
develop the system until manufacturers deliver the goods; 
we may ask ourselves, therefore, what will replace the present 
penny when his department really begins to spend? 

All the present official statements are interesting, if alone 
for the careful avoidance of the only issue that does matter, 
ie that is: When is the department to be run on business 

ES? ’ . 


| | Telephony. 
January 18th, 1921. 


Cost Sheets. 


Referring to the article by Mr. Clegg in your current issue, 
dealing with cost keeping in an electricity supply undertaking, 
I should like to inquire if the author 1s quite satisfied that 
sufficient detail is shown. Surely lumping together all work 
on engines, boilers, &c., is not good enough. 

Costs, to be of practical use, so as to enable the engineer 
properly to control works costs, must be shown in more detail. 

or example. some boilers may be hand-fired, others fitted 
with automatic stokers, whilst others burn oil fuel, or even 
powdered fuel. Is it not necessary to show the actual cost 
of cleaning. repairs, and maintenance of brickwork done on 
each? The chief should be able to see that the cost of repairs 
to those boilers having .auto-stokers is perhaps three times 
as much as for the hand-fired boilers. or that repairs to 
brickwork on those consuming oil or powdered fuel may be 
a very serious item. Again, perhaps turbines (and the 
necessary auxiliaries) by different makers are installed. Com- 
parative costs of repairs and maintenance of each set should 
be available, not only for the sake of keeping a tight hold of 
costs, Put also for future guidance. 

At the presemt day, works costs are a very serious item 
indeed, and I thiak should be so arranged that the chief can 
at any time see all spots of enlarged, increasing, or unneces- 
sry expenditure, so that the necessary steps may immediately 
be taken at the tiine those spots appear, to check their growth. 


„ J. H. Whyman. 
London. * 
January 18th, 1921. 2 


- Wd om rue - —> « 


eers’ Club in, London, linked up with other proposed 


The Constitution of the National Council. 


I attended on Thursday last, January 20th, a joint con- 
ference of representatives of the District Councils and the 
National Industrial Council for the Electricity Supply . In- 
dustry, and was a very interested observer, not joining. in 
the discussions. 1 

The principal item upon the einployers' agenda was the 
question of the constitution of the National Council. This 
occupied some time, and eventually the proposals submitted 
were defeated, not, I believe, because the trade union dele- 
gates from the various District Councils were against direct 
representation upon the National Council, but mainly because 
the principle had not been discussed by the District Councils, 
and I would ask for this matter to be seriously considered 
by them. 

On this question of principle [ ain definitely at one with 
the employers’ representatives, as I think that both sides of 
the National Council should be drawn from the representa- 
tives of the various District Councils, thus co-ordinating each 
district and providing the members of the National Council 
With full information of what exactly is being done in each 
district. The question of numbers could be settled after- 
wards; what I am concerned about is the principle involved. 

There is no doubt that the present National Council is an 
anomaly, and as far as the District Councils are concerned 
entirely undemocratic. On the other hand, nothing could 
make the present Whitley scheme more constructively sound 
than to join up all the various District Councils in one body, 
resulting in a National Council directly representative of each 
District Council, to say nothing of the intelligent interest 
created in the District Councils in having one of their number 
to see the job right through. 

At present each District Council makes recommendations 
and then is left quite in the dark until the arbitrary verdict 
of the absolute and independent National Council arrives, 
the National Council on its own side being equally in the 
dark as to the general tone of feeling in the District Councils 
except as much as can be conveyed by correspondence. 

There for the moment I. will leave it, but I would express 
the wish that the subject shall be considered by the District 
Councils, and a vote on the question be taken, and representa- 
tions made to the National Council as to their wishes in the 
matter. | | 

We had, too, the amusing experience of a chief engineer 
moving a resolution to the effect that the wireman's rate of 
wages was too high. He was supported by other chigf 
engineers, amongst whom I noted one who is employed by 
a Labour Council in London. I am wondering if he was 
voicing the opinion of his Council, and shall certainly have 
fo take steps to see that a resolution is tabled before his 
Electricity Committee about his rate of wage, which I think 
is certainly excessive, whatever he may think about the 
wiremen's. The resolution was not carried, not that it would 
have made any difference if it had, but we certainly know 
some of our friends. look eut for reprisals! | 

The Conference generally was a step forward, but I trust 
that next time the agenda will be prepared and submitted 
te both sides some days before the conference takes place. 


' W. J. Webb, 
Secretary of Trade Union Side of Nos. 9 and 10 
Areas D.J.I.C.s for the Electricity Supply In- 

London. dustry. , 


January 94th, 1921. 


[An article on this subject appears elsewhere in this issue.— 
Eps. Erre. Rev.] 


German Competition in the Electrical Trade. 


The twin subjects of German competition and unemploy- 
ment and their relation one to the other are naturally very 
much to the fore just now. 

The question for decision is: Is it right or wise and in 
the interests of the nation as a whole that we should purchase 
freely German manufactured goods? ” 

In endeavouring to find an answer to this question, there 
are, to my mind, two things to be first considered :— 

l. Germany's object 1n dumping these goods on us, and 

9. The present conditions which make it possible for her 


do so. 

(1) Most of us know what Germany's object was, and still 
is, and those who den't know will find out by reference to 
your leading article. | 

With regard to (2), we have to remember that Germany 
didn't win the war, at least we are told that ghe didn't (how 
she would have dealt with competition if she had won may 
be left to the imagination, but it is more than likely she 
would have dealt with it on the lines of the boy with th 
apple—'' there wouldn't have been no competition '). 

Not having won, however, and being taxed, therefore, at 
about half the rate we Britishers are, she finds the rate of 
exchange so much in her favour that she is able to dump 
ber manufactured goods on us at a price below our cost of 
production, and she no doubt sees visions of being able at 
ene fell swoop to accomplish that which before the war took 
her many years of effort and sacrifice. "n" 

I shall, no doubt, be reminded that Germany has a big load 
of debt to carry. True, but you can't pay nnd owe as well, 
and as Mr. Allam has pointed out in his very able letter, 

) | 
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Germany has no intention of paying; but if she does eventu- 


ally pay, and has in the mean time been able to get the control 
of the electrical industry, which she has, I believe, set out 
for, we might easily be worse off than we were before the 
war. 

How far this German competition increases unemployment 
I am unable to say, but it cannot be denied that it is respon- 
sible for some of the increase in unemployment. If it be a 
fact that at the commencement of the present trade slump 


the British manufacturers of electrical accessories hau not 


more than sufficient business in hand to keep their work- 
people fully employed, then it follows that every order given 
to Germany for this class of goods creates or increases unem- 
ployment in this country. 

If German competition is as good a thing ‘as some people 
try to make out, by all means let us foster it, even if by doing 
80 we become merely a nation of shopkeepers; but let us do 
80 with our eyes open, remembering, as Mr. Allam savs, 
what happened during the war, and how many of our lads 

aid the penalty of the folly we should propose to perpetuate. 

t would be as well also not to shut our ears to the, at present, 
comparatively quiet cry of our own unemployed. 

The question, as one of your correspondents remarks, '' calls 
for clear thinking and action.” 

T. Gladdy. 


Birmingham. 
January 18th, 1921. 


Reliable Electric Irons. 


Our attention has been drawn to the account of the per- 
formance of an electric iron as reported in your January 7th 
issue. This is most interesting, but the performance 1s, of 
course, only a repetition of many such which have occurred 
accidentally. We have known instances of an iron burning a 
hole through an expensive table, and, not satisfied with that, 
falling on to the floor, and commencing to make its way 
into the apartment underneath. In one such case, the 
contractor claimed it as a triumph for his flex, and considered 
the iron had done no more than he expected it to do. 

Most types of modern electric irons would, of course, stand 
more than this, but the notice referred to reminds us of a 
series of tests we made some years ago on our Smoothwell ” 
irons to determine the best form of element. 

One of the irons, No. 602, 6 lb. weight, 485 W, was 
switched on the Birmingham 220-V mains on January 22nd, 
1912, and taken off in July, 1913. During this period the 
iron was in circuit night and day, except that on every 
week day it was switched off for one hour to prove our 
claim that the Premier waved wire element is not strained 
by alternate heating and cooling. This alternate test ig, of 
course, much more severe on the iron generally than & con- 
tinuous one. 

By the end of the period, the iron had been in circuit 
well over 12,000 hours, and had consumed 6,000 B.O.T. units, 
and as it was still in perfect electrical order, it was thought 
unnecessary to go to any further expense on energy in the 
effort to break it down. 

The face of the iron showed a dull red glow in the dark, 
and it was often used as a cigar lighter, for which purpose 
it was quite efficient, but it also scorched one's face at the 
same time. 

We might mention that two other irons. of the same type 
&8 5 but with elements made in different ways, 
lasted 2,509 hours and 482 hours respectively. 


Premier Electric Heaters, Lid. 


€? 


Birmingham. 
January 21st, 1921. 


a 


A Generator Problem. 


Referring to Wireman’s " sketch, the machine appears to 
be a simple compound wound generator, with separately 
excited shunt field. I imagine the compound winding 
referred to by Wireman,” in his previous correspondence, 
is the series winding." I would suggest that Wireman ”’ 
test the polarity of his field coils to ascertain if they are 
alternatively N. and S., and at the same time make certain 
that the series coils are not opposing the shunt. This may 
be done with a pocket compass, the generator being run, 
first, as a shunt machine (with the series coils disconnected), 
and then as a series machine with an exterior load, and shunt 
coils disconnected. Should any alteration be necessary, care 
should be taken when reconnecting to the supply, to keep 
the direction of current through the shunt circuit the same 
as when testing. On the other hand, a drop test on the 
field coils and armature msy reveal a fault which prevents 
the machine from delivering the rated output. 

C. A. Besley. 

Cardiff. 


January 93rd, 1921. 


— 


Shop Displays. 


I am surprised at the potona abuse by Mr. Tate in your 
issue of the 14th inst. this is the only assistance he can 
give to electrical shopkeepers in their endeayour to get pro- 


tection against the unfair methods of the wholesslers and 
lamp firms, we prefer to be without it. As he writes as 
the secretary of the E.C.A., I presume the Executive of the 
Association are the sponsors. 

I certainly had hoped the E.C.A. would have come into 
the correspondence with the desire to help, but events prove 
differently. 

During the last few weeks I have called on some electrical 
shops, and only in one instance did I find the shopkeeper had 
been a member of the E.C.A., but had resigned some years 
back, as the benetit he derived was an occasional book. 

The E.C.A. claims to be a useful body, and doubtless it is, 
but judging from the tone of the secretary’s letter, the 
shopkeeper is not for its consideration; perhaps Mr. Tate 
would give the number, if not the names, of the electrical 
shopkeepers who are on the Executive, and also the dates 
of the meetings when matters are discussed, as is done by 
other trade bodies. 

Mr. Tate’s parayruph re the public is entirely wrong, as 
how the public are concerned in a matter which appears only 
in the trade journal is beyond my comprehension. 

We shopkeepers want an Electrical Shopkeepers' Alliance, 


and now is the moment; the wholesalers are employing travel- 


lers to call on hotels and other large users to filch the trade 
that should come to them through us; something must be 
done, or we may find it necessary to assist the foreigner, in 
order to attain protection. 

Retailer. 


January 2th, 1921. 


P.S.—It seems very evident from the discussion that there 
are many unfair things done to injure retailers of electrical 
goods, and that the trade requires organisation to put it on an 
equal basis with other retail trades. Will those interested 
write to me, care of the Editors, so that an informal discus- 
sion can be held on the matter with & view to taking steps to 
improve the position? 


Referring to the letter of Mr. Cohen, of Messrs. Watson, 
Marsh & Co. (Hampstead), Ltd., I do not think it necessary 
to reply to the inaccuracies contained in the same, except to 
state that amongst many letters received from his firm, I 
notice one dated September 10th, 1919, which contains the 
following words :— 

We desire to thank you for your courtesy and attention 
in the several matters dealt with.” 

Readers will draw their own deductions from the tone of 
his letters as to the value of Mr. Cohen's repudiations. 


Leonard G. Tate, 
General Secretary, 
Electrical Contractors’ Association (Inc.). 
London. 
January 25th, 1921. 


Home Lighting Economies. 


Two of your correspondents refer to my recent warning 
against the fire risk incurred in the connection of 6-volt shunt 
circuits (with 6-volt insulation) to a 250-volt or even a 
100-volt house installation, and point to the success of their 
own economy circuits and freedom from accident. The in- 
stallations o f W. H. R.“ and Mr. Fowler Clark differ, how- 
ever, in an important detail from that described by Volt- 

; for while they have taken the precaution of connecting 
the bell-push and the cotton-covered wiring to the pole which 
is normally at earth potential. Voltman " has connected 
bis at & switch, and switches are (or should be) in the outer 
or unesrthed wire. 

But the so-called neutral of a three-wire system is by 
no means always at or near the earth potential; in some 
systems the negative line is normally earthed, and in most 
others the full voltage of one side is found occasionally be- 
tween the neutral and earth. ‘‘ W. H. R.'s” fuses (which 
it is hoped are of the 250-volt pattern) may afford some pro- 
tection, but as they will be virtually in parallel when they 
are subjected to an earth current, the value of this protection 
must be discounted. "n 

“W. H. R.'s” diagram does not indicate whether it is 
possible to break the S.P. main connection at the neutral ; 
if so, and there is an earth on the bell, &c., circuit, the whole 
of the main current will take this earth and none of the fuses 
will be blown, the current being limited to normal by the 
high-voltage lamps and other consuming devices. 

Mr. Fowler Clark mentions the additional risk of the 
accumulator terminals. and I think enough has been said to 
justify my warning, that any conductor which is connec 
to a lighting circuit is liable in ordinary use to be subjected 
to the maximum pressure on that circuit, and that such 
conductors should therefore be treated accordingly as r ards 
situation, insulation, and protection. In practice, I believe 
that this necessity will be found to counteract the economy, 
and that the true economy, without the risk, is more likely 
to be found in Mr. Fowler Clark's suggestion for series 


running. E. R. 
January Ath, 1921. 
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Indicating Wattmeter in Remote Position. 


Can any of your readers suggest the least costly method of 
solving the following problem? 

A and B " are two generating stations situated about 
two miles apart. The owners of A have contracted with 
the owners of B” to take a supply of electrical energy 
amounting to from 300 kW to 400 kW, on the three-phase 
system at 6,600 volts, 50 periods. 

About half-way between A and B it is proposed to 
loop the main cable (only one cable is to be laid) into a 
sub-station within the ares supplied by the owners of A,” 
from which a demand of 100 kW may have to be met, 80 
that the supply to be taken will be delivered in part to the 
intermediate sub-station and the remainder to station '' A.” 

It is required to provide means for giving a continuous 
indication at A of the total demand in kilowatts being 
made by system A upon generating station B." 

How can this best be done? 


January 22nd, 1921. Inquirer. 


Charging Batteries for Motor Cars. 


I have recently been investigating various methods employed 
in motor garages for charging accumulators, and I have not 
yet come across a single system which is efficient or flexible. 

In an ordinary garage there are usually 10 to 12 batteries 
on charge, and these batteries ure usually 6, 8, and 12 V. It 
is not efficient to charge all these batteries in series, as they 
usually all require different charging rates, as for instance, 
new cells will s Dx a prolonged charge at about 4 A, while 
the cells which have been in operation for some time may 
take from 10 to 19 A. 

I am anxious to know if any other correspondents can 
advise me of some firm which makes charging boards with 
the resistance so arranged as to give different charging rates. 
These boards could be used either in conjunction with a 
motor generator set, or else with a d.c. supply from the 
fown mains. 

I am sure if anyone got out such a standard set, it would 
be taken up by all the up-to-date garages. 

Rootes Ltd. 


January 19th, 1921. 


Terminal Glands that onght not to be used in Connection 
e with Electric Fnrnaces. 


All who have Glóver's interesting calendar see before them, 
for the remainder of this week. photographs of an atrocity 
in the design of an electrical joint. | 
: The problem is to connect 94 37/19's from transformer to 
urnsce. 

The castings are out of all proportion to the work they are 
called on to do; and, if water colling is necessary, the water 
has to come and return through flexible pipe. 

The pictures clearly show that the weight is not hung on 
the bars so as to avoid uselessly damaging twisting stresses. 
Compere the size of the flange joint with the size of the 
connection to the three bars in the same circuit. 

The other ends of these particular flexibles have no such 
casting to crush them out of reasonable shape, and no water 
cooling 5 and are no larger than the connection at the 


, Surely there is no necessity for such absence of thought 


Theodore Stevens. 
London. 
January tk, 1921. 


[Some letters have been held over.—Eps. Etec. Rev.] 
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NRW ELECTRICAL DEVICES. FITTINGS, 


AND PLANT, -e 


are invited to submit particulars of new or improved 
and annaratus, which will be published if considered of 
suficient interest, 


A New Tandem Resistance. 


It is the practice in every modern kinema theatre to-day 
to install at least two bioscope machines, the object being 
to change over from one film to another with as little delay 
as possible. and by the installation of a tandem resistance in 
arcuit with the two arcs, the change over in current from 
one arc to the other is hardly perceptible as the current is 
transferred or regulated from one machine to the other without 
any break in the picture. The current is graduated to prodnce 
a dissolving effect on the screen during the change over. The 
tandem resistance also prevents overloading the generator. 
A new type of resistance, fig. 1. introduced by Messrs. AUSTIN 
Watters & Son, of Gaythorn Works, Little Peter Street, Man- 

. bas several advantages over the fixed brush contact 
type, by having each contact brush adiustable. so that the 
gradual change-over can be obtained without having to first. 
bring the regulator over to the full current stud (unless actu- 
uly working on full output), and to bring the other section 
di the regulator on the corresponding low current stud on the 
other resistance, which is necessary on the fixed brush type. 


In this resistance each section of the regulator is adjustable 
and interlocking, so that whatever the actual working current. 
the adjustment can be made instantly to regulate either arc 
to obtain a gradual, smooth change-over. In the event of the 
motor generator failing, it is necessary in the majority of 
cases, unless a duplicate set is installed, to change over on to 
the corporation or supply company's pressure, which is usually 
400 or 500 volts, through a large resistance frame. The 


Fic. 1.—A NEW TANDEM RESISTANCE, 


tandem resistance is left in circuit, but the one section being 
used on the arc is cut out. This has to be done alternately on 
each machine as used, otherwise the finer wire section of the 
tandem resistance would be burnt out. This contingency is 
provided for by the ability to put the regulator into such & 
poeition that both parte of the tandem resistance are prac- 


tically cut out. 
A Mechanical Fuse.” 


The accompanying sketch, fig. 2, shows, diagrammatically. 
the arrangement of a mechanical fuse used on a very large 
plate mill of the latest design in Canada. a is the main mill 
motor shaft carrying the flywheel, and continuing on to the 
pinion housing; B is the outer bearing at motor end of shaft; 
C is a crosshead free to move endwise but normally held by 
the two tie bolts E; D is a bracket machined to permit the 
crosshead c to move in an endwise direction only. In the 
event of breakage of the portion of the main shaft adjacent 


Fra. 2.—Sarety Device on MILL SHAFT. 


to the pinion housing and of the fracture following the usual 
diagonal form, & heavy end thrust is put upon the main shaft. 
which causes the fracture of the '' fuse ” bolts, at the reduced 
portion shown at P on the sketch; this permits the shaft to 
move endwise sufficiently for the fractured ends to clear each 
other, so saving additional damage due to the momentum of 
the flywheel and fotor. At the same time the endwise move- 
ment operates a switch cutting off the supply of current to the 
motor. The amount of end movement 1s limited by a collar 
on the main shaft, which is not ordinarily in contact with 
the face of the bearing. 


um 


t Strange Radium  Storles.—The Berliner Tageblatt 
narrates'a curious history of certain dealings in radium, according 
to the Observer. It is noteworthy that during the war and 
after the war, the stock of radium in Germany was greatly 
lessened, and it is regarded sa certain that in the form of radium, 
whole fortunes were conveyed abroad and concealed. When in the 
years 1917 and 1918 the sun of war profiteering was at its senith, 
a demand for radium arose which was even greater than that for 
platinum and gold. Offers to buy at highest prices were to be 
found in quantities in medical and other professional publications. 
For many doctora and researchers who had got into difficulties 
owing to the rapid fall in the value of money it was a great 
temptation to acquire ^ Jarge fortune by a legal sale of the radium 
in their possession, and this, indeed, appears to have been done to a 
Jarge'extent — a 


s E. M „2. " 


: Bankruptcy Proceedings.— Ne SYDNEY ASTON MERSEY 
‘Rosg, 79, Elgin Mansions, W., electrical engineer.—At the London 
“Bankruptcy Court, on January 18th, the bankrupt applied to Mr. 
Registrar Mellor for an order of discharge from bankruptcy proceed- 
ings instituted by a creditor in October, 1913. Mr. Walter Boyle, Official 
Receiver, reported that the provable debts amounted to £2,014, 
whilst the assets, valued by the pankrupt at £2,563, had only 
realised £12. The applicant, when a child, was taken from this 
country to Australis, and there eventually became an eleotrical 
engineer in Melbourne, where he contracted a debt of several 
thousands of pounds to a Mrs. Oitner, who had financed his 
business, In 1907 he left Mrs. Oitner in charge of the business 
and returned to England to dispose of his interest in a patent 
electrical self-registering device which he had invented for 
recording hits on a rifle target. He first sold his rights for £2.C00 
in shares to a syndicate, which resold to a company for £17,000, 
but as subscription failed, the company went into voluntary liqui- 
dation, and in February, 1912, he purchased the patent from the 
liquidator for £100, but only received £35. The bankrupt nex; 
secured the services of an outside stockbroker, Mr. W. H. Tottie, 
who procured the promotion and flotation in March, 1912. of 
the Rose Automatic Target Co., Ltd., with a nominal capital of 
£35,000, to which he (bankrupt) sold the British and Colonial 
rights and 30 per cent. of the foreign rights for £2,(00 cash and 
£14,000 in shares ; he had received £500 cash, the balance being 
absorbed in Mr. Tottie's expenses and remuneration, and his shares 
were divided between Mr. Tottie and his company promoters, certain 
disappointed shareholders of the defunct company, his wife, and 
his personal creditors. The bankrupt acted as technical adviser to 
the company from March toJune, 1913, wher, owing to disputes with 
the company, his services came to an end. The company was still 
in existence., The bankrupt attributed his failure to lack of income 
and the long defay in floating his patent as a successful under- 
taking. The only offence reported was the insufficiency of as'eta 
to equal 10s. in the £ on the amount of the liabilities, and the 

i © was granted subject to a suspension of three months. 

I. J. Hopson and B. H. Newman (Hodson & Newman), elec- 
trical engineers, 85, Queen Street, Exeter.— First and final dividend 
of 4s. 24d. iu the &, payable, February 4th, at the Official Receiver's 
office, 9, Bedford Circus, Exeter. 

W. DRYSDALE, electrician, 24, Paxton Street. Barrow- in-Furness. 
Receiving order made January 14th, on debtor's own petition. 
First meeting, January 26th. Publio examination, February 11th, 
bosh at Barrow. bs 

J, 8. DENLEY (Denley & Co.). electrician and cycle dealer, 69, 
Regent Street, Cheltenham.—Receiving order made January 17th, 
on debtor's own petition. First meeting, February 3rd; public 
examination, February 3rd; both at Cheltenham. 

J. W. GLADWIN, electrical engineer, 81, Burcot Road, and 14, 
Meersbrook Park Road, Sheffield.—Receiving order made on 

January 21st. on debtor's own petition. 

G. F. K1vERON, electrical engineer, late of 38, Shrewsbury Road, 
Sheffield. Last day for proofs for dividend, February 9th. 
pror Mr. L. C. Johnson, Official Reoeiver's Offices, Figtree Lane, 

e à 2E 


Company Liqnidations.— LLANRWST ELECTRICITY SUP- 
PLY Co., LTD.—A petition for the winding up has been presented 
to the County Oourt of Carnarvonshire, by Mr. P. Dawe, of 11, 
Banister Road, Southampton, and will be heard by the Ccurt at 
Blaenau Festiniog on February 15th. 

W. S. Laycock, LTD.—A petition for the winding up has been 
presented by Meesrs. Bagshawe & Co., Ltd., of Dunstable Works, 
Dunstable, aad Mr. C. H. Beauchamp, trading as the Thornton 
Equipment Co., of Peventon, Rettendon Common, Chelmsford, and 
will be heard by {he High Court on February Ist. 

LEYBUEN ELECTRIC SUPPLY Co., Lrp.— Winding up voluntarily, 
owing to the sale of the company to Mr. P. Dobson, of Leyburn, 
who has been appointed liquidator, 

 PEEL-CONNER TELEPBONE Works, LTD.—Winding up volun- 
tarily. Liquidator, Mr. J. Fraser, 31, Copthall Avenue, E.C. A 
meeting of creditors was called for January 26th.  . 


` Dissointions of Partuership.— BAILEY & Smart, elec- 
trical engineers, 17 and 19, Cross Street, Oldham.— Mr. E. J. Bailey 
and Mr. W. N. Smart have dissolved partnership. Mr. W. N. Smart 
will attend to debts. 

JOHNSON & RIDSDALE, electrical engineers, 27, Upper North 
Street, Leeds.—Measra. C. W. Johnson and J. C. Ridsdale have 
dissolved partnership. Debts, &o., of the late firm will be paid by 
Mr. Johnson, who is carrying on the busineas under his own name, 


Trade Ánnouncements.—M EssRs. Warp & GOLDSTONE, 
LTD. have removed into their new premises at Frederick Road, 
Pendleton, Manchester, and all communications should now be 
addressed there. New telephone numbers :—" 442 to 447 Pendleton 
(private branch exchange). i ' 

. Messrs. G. S. PECKHAM & Co., 4 and 5, New Compton Street, 
Oharing Cross Road, London, W.C. 2, have been appointed London 
and South of England agents for the Relianoe Lift and Engineering 
Co., Ltd., of Sentinel Ironworks, Bradford, for the sale of their 
passenger and goods lifts, ao. 

THE HaTCHAM MANUFACTURING Oo, LTD., 314, Gray's Inn 
P ees W.U. 1, has now an additional telephone line— ' Museum 

895.“ 
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Messrs. R. B. HAND & Co., LTD., 63, High Holborn,: W. C. 1, 
have been appointed sole distributing agents for the British Isles 
for Messrs. R. G. Haskins Co., of Chicago, specialising in labour- 
saving devices, such as portable electrical drilla, grinders, &c. 

Mrssns, IIdOS X HILL, LTD., of South Lambeth Road, S.W.8, 
having learned that a rumour is afoot to the effect that their 
electrical engineering department is about to be closed, inform us 
that such a statement is wholly unfounded. They are busy with 
many important contracts for the Government and private clients, 
fully maintaining their prestige as electrical engineers in the 
building trade. 

Messrs, ELECTRICAL UTILITIES, LTD., of London, have appointed 
Mr. A. C. Borthwick as their representative for the whole of 
Scotland. Inquiries should be addressed to him at 149, St. Vinoent 
Street, Glasgow (Telephone, Central 1126). 

Messrs. A. HARTLEY X Co. have commenced business as elec- 
trical engineers at 37, Standish Street, Burnley, and they desire to 
receive priced catalogues and lists of all classes of electrical goods. 


Catalogues and Lists.—MipLAND Dynamo Co., Lrp., 
64, Belgrave Gate, Leicester.— Two fully detailed and priced stock- 
lists of " Parkinson " and " Brook " a.c. motors. 

Messrs, BURTON, GRIFFITHS & Co, LTD, Ludgate Square, 
Ludgate Hill. E.C. 4.—An illustrated and priced leaflet of R.G.L." 
stocks and dies; also a leaflet illustrating ‘ Columbian " sledge- 
tested vices. : 

MESSRS. ALFRED HERBERT, LTD., Coventry.—A booklet con- 
taining grinding-wheel selection charts to aid in the choice of 
proper material for specific work. 

HART ACCUMULATOR Co., LTD., Marshgate Lane, Stratford, 
E. 15.—An illustrated and priced leaflet dealing with Hart high - 
pressure accumulator batteries. 

THE ASTER ENGINEERING Co. (1913), LTD., Wembley, Middlesex. 
—A number of lesfiets dealing with Aster engines and generators 
for all purposes—house-lighting, welding, pumping, transport, 
&c. The pamphlets are fully illustrated, and price-lists are also 
supplied. E 

THE GENERAL ELECTRIC Co., LTD., 67, Queen Victoria Street, 
E.C. 4.—Installation Leaflet No. P 2,322 : ‘Colliery Electrification,” 
an illustrated description of a fan and haulage installation at a 
Durham oolliery. " "Ww 

Messrs. R. O'BRIEN & Co., 66, Mosley Strest, Manchester.—An 
artistically-produced catalogue of "Luna" glass-lighting fittings 
of many types; also a separate price list of these. d. 

Messrs. RAYNER & HEALD, LTD., Duke Street, Derby.—Stock- 
lists of two and three-phase induction motors—squirrel-óage and 
slip-ring ; priced. T P. ts 

THE WESTINGHOUSE Morse Co., LTD., Letchworth, Herte.—An 
illustrated catalogue (W.M. 121) showing the construction and 
principles of the Westinghouse Morse rooker-joint chain drive. 
The details are luoidly explained, and prices of standard types ‘are 
given. i ' 

THE Sun ELECTRICAL Co., LTD., 118-120, Charing Cross Road, 
W.C.2. List No. 314.—4 catalogue of domestic electrical cooking 
and heating apparatus, illustrating and describing irons, kettles, 
cookers, toasters, vacuum oleaners, &c. List No. 316 :—" High 
efficiency lighting,” a well-illustrated booklet. òf: reflectors, 
lanterns and fittings for gasfilled lamps. Both lists are fully 
prioed. 2 

Messrs. MALCOLM & ALLAN, LTD. Goschen Buildings, 12, 
Henrietta Street, Strand, W. O. 2.— Stock lists of d.o, and ac. 
motors, giving full particulars. 2 E 

Messrs. L. G. HAWKINS & Co., 116, Charing Cross Road, W.C. 2. 
— The Electrical Link," the first number of a little publication 
wh'ch is to be published monthly with the object of assisting 
dealera in Universal" electrical appliances. Various points 
regarding these appliances are picked out for emphasis by salesmen. 


Catalogues Wanted.— Messrs. WHITAKERS (ENGINEERS), 
LTD, of Horsforth, Leeds, wish to receive catalogues from makers 
of crane motors and switchgear. : 

Mxssas. REGINALD LONG & PARTNERS, consulting engineers 
and factory equipment specialists, of 19, Southampton Buildings, 
Chancery Lane, W.C. 2, wish to receive catalogues and prioe lists 
from manufacturers of electrical and mechanical apparatus. 

The Public Works Department, Kenya Colony, are desirous of 
receiving catalogues dealing with the electrical and mechanical 
trades. For particulars, see our advertisement pages to-day. i 


German Contracts.—This note, taken from the Toronto 
Electrical News, speaks for itself :— l 

„Contracts worth £200,000 have recently gone to a German 
firm of electrical machinery manufacturers because their prices 
were so much lower than those of their English rivals.’ 

“The above item appeared in a Toronto evening paper, and, 
though probably unintentionally, it gives the impression that this 
refers to a Canadian purchase. As a matter of fact, it is taken 
from an English paper, and has reference to equipment bought 
there. This is bad enough, as it is & bad example for the Mother 
Oountry to be setting her children, but presumably they know their 
own business best over there. The point we are anxious to 
emphasise, however, is that it was not a Canadian order that was 
given to a German firm, and it will probably be some time yet 
before we shall consider it in the best interests of the Empire to 
follow such a course,” oz uam MOM 
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Book Notices.—'‘' Contact," the Journal of the National 
Association of Supervising Electricians, Vol. II, No. 3.—The 
January issue inclades a commentary on the settlement of the 
Penistone dispute, " The Development of Telephone Switching," 
" Progress in Lighting " (illustrated), &c. 

"Wireless Telegraphy and Telephony." By L. B. Turner. 
Hun + 195. figa. 119. Price 20a. net. Cambridge: University 

ress, 

"The English Electri» Journal.” Vol. I, No. 5. Pp. 56.— 
Included in this number of the journal are a deacription of the 
Willans Works, Rugby (illustratel), ‘Electricity in the Tin 
Industry " (illustrated), " Fuses," &c. 

"The Metropolitau-Vickers Gazette.“ Vol. V, No. 93. Pp. 23. 
—The December issue oontains articles on The Individual Drive 
and Control of Machine Tools" (illustrated), Non-Stranded 
Copp>»r Condactors for c.c. and A.C. Service," with curves, and an 
illustrated description of a rotary converter installation at the 
Summer Lane Station of the Birmingham Corporation. 

“Modern High-Speed Inflaence Machines.” By V. E. Johnson. 
Pp viii + 278, figs. 93. London: E. & F. N.'Spoa, Ltd. Price 
14s. net. 

“Winning the Publio." By S. M. Kennedy. Pp. vi + 168 ; 
five illustrations. Price 15s. "' The Thermionic Valve." By H. J. 
Van Der Bijl. Pp. xx + 392; 232 figa. Price 30s, London: 
McGraw-Hill Publishing Co. 

“ Memoirs of the College of Science, Kyoto Imperial University.” 
Vol. III, No. 11; Vol. IV, Nos. I to 6. Kyoto: The University. Vol. IV, 
No. 8, includes a paper on Brush and Glow Discharges of Elec- 
tricity and the Formation of Spark"; No. 4 contains a number 
of papers on the electrical study of the structure of various 
elements: and No. 6 includes Electrolytio Reduction of Mon- 
thone." 

„De la Suisse à la Mer." Edition Spéciale de la revue Schwei- 
zetland." September, 1920 —This special issue (in French) is 
devoted exclusively to the discussion of achemes for the opsning up 
of the Rhine and other rivers to Swiss commerce, and the insti- 
tution of a direct economic exchange between London and Basle. 
Mr. Gelpke deals with the subject from the technical point of view. 
The development of waterways towards Italy is discussed by Dr. 
Rusa, and navigation on the Rhône is presented by M. Savoie- 
Petitpierre. In addition to this, we have received a translation of 
Mr, Gelpke's article, and also two translated reprints of articles by 
the same author dealing with the navigation of the Rhine. This 
literature may be obtained through the Swiss Legation, 32, Queen 
Anne Street, Cavenish Square, W. 1. 

“Cheap Steam.” Vol. V, No. 1. January, 1921. Little Hulton, 
Bolton: Ed. Bennis & Co., Ltd. 1s., post free.—Included in this 
issue are articles upon Induced Draught Fans," Corrosion of 
Eoonomiser Tubes, Safe Storage of Coal," &o. 

" Exact Data on the Performance of Steam Boiler Plante, No, 4, 
Average Figures for the Performance of some Different Types of 
Steam Boilers. By David Browalie, B.Sc., &o. Reprinted from 
Enginveriag (14 pp.). London: Brownlie & Green. Ltd. Price 28. 


Branch Factories Overseas.—The question of setting 
up branch factories in the Overseas Dominions and in foreign 
countries hag been discussed in thes» columns on various occasions 
inthe past. Attention has been drawn particularly to the advan- 
tages of this policy with regard to Canada, where United States 
manufacturers are securing a strong footing behind the tariff wall. 
The fact must be faced that the new countries overseas, B: it ish and 
otherwise, are more and more taking up the idea of establishing 
their own manufacturing industries, and while the old-established 
industries of Great Britain need not doubt their capacity to hold 
their own against the newcomers, it is, perhaps, as well to recog- 
nise the value of establishing branches on the spot, so as to get in 
during the early stages of local development. A Perth (Western 
Australia) correspondent of The Times Trade Supplement refers to 
the fact that the Australian Producers’ Wholesale Federation has 
just set up an office in London. During his visit to this country its 
representative approached Bradford spinners with a view to per- 
suading them to establish branches in the Commonwealth. It is 
stated that a well-known manufacturer will visit Western Australia 
and confer with the Government on the question of starting the 
industry in the State.— Bulletin of the F.B.I. 


A Social Clob.—Ma. W. M. WILLIAMSON, who recently 
held & very fine Electrical Exhibition at Electric House, 184, 
Peckham Rye, as reported in our columns, has given his old 
premises at 104, Peckham Rye, to his ‘workmen for a Social Club. 
The premises are his own freehold, aud his action shows a spirit of 
good fellowship whieh is worthy of imitation. The premises were 
opened by the brothers Williamson on Monday last, and between 40 
and 50 of the employés were present. An excellent programme 
had been arranged by Mr. Milne. The premises consist of card-room, 
committee room, billiard room, and reading room, and facilities for 
refreshment have been provided. The firm has furnished the 
premises throughout, and provided a billiard-table, card-tables, &c. 
Mr. A. H. Harris is secretary, and the working committee is com- 
posed of members of the outaide staff. 


Rubber Growers’ Association Competition. — We are 
infor ned that the result of the prize ccmpetition promoted by the 
Rubber Growers' Association (Inc.), of London, for ideas and 
suggestions for extending usea, or encourazing new uses, for 
rubber, which closed on December 31st, 1920, will not be known 
fot some three or six months, dependent on the amount of experi- 
mental work necessary. It is interesting to note that over 2,000 
entries have been saceived by the chartered accountants who were 
eatrumed with the dudit of the scheme, and ít fs hoped that 
valuable results may be obtained. 


Calendar, — Tug SUA ELTCTRIC Co., of 63, 
Lancaster Avenue, Manchester, has sent us a wall Calendar. A 
coloured print ghows the surrender of the German Fleet (Novem- 
ber 21st, 1918), monthly date slips for 1921 appearing below it. 


Lead.— Messrs. G. Cawson & Co., reporting under date 
January 22nd, state :—" The consumptive demand shows no 
improvement, although electrical works are buying to cover their 
prompt and also forward requirements. They evidently look on 
prices as favourable." 

Messrs. JAMES FORSTER & Co. say :—" Consumers have bought 
very little, and that only for immediate wants ; there has been no 
business for export to speak of, and speculation for the time being 
is having a rest. On the other hand, available imports this month 
are 80 far inadequate to meet pressing demands, so much 80. t hat 
actual trade requirements have had to be supplied from warehouse, 
and such lead as is expected to arrive this month is already ear- 
marked. Our experience is that not a few consumers are very short 
of supplies." l 


t 

British Industries Fair.— The Times states that during 
the British Industries Fair, to be held at the White City from Feb- 
ruary 218t to March 4th, a number of offisial foreign commercial 
misaions will be invited to England. These missions will be drawn 
from various European and other neighbouring countries, and will 
consist, in some cases, of the Ministers of Commerce, and in all 
cases of representatives of important commercial organisations. 
They will visit the Fairs at London and Birmingham. 


The Sun Company's Dinner.—To celebrate the firm's 
“coming of age," the directors of the SUN ELECTRICAL Oo., LTD., 
entertained their staff and agents to dinner at the Holborn 
Restaurant on January 22nd. Mr. A. G. Beaver, managing 
director, occupied the chair. aud the dinner was an excellent one 
in every respect, all arrangements being admirably carried out. 

After dinner a number of vocaliste and entertainers provided a 
programme in which art and humour were very evenly balanced. 
Signor Sanda, who was received with enthusiasm, rendered numbers 
from Rigoletto and J Pagliacci, and Mr. Arthur Hill displayed 
talents in a number of directions, ventriloquial and otherwise. 
Space, unfortunately, forbids a detailed account of the other items, 
which were all very good. 

The toast list commenced, of oourse, with " The King." Mr. 
W. J. Rogers, secretary. proposed the toast of The Directors” in 
a Spoech which praised their efforts and their personalities. Mr. 
W. R. Rawlings, in reply, facetiously atated that the secretary had 
hardly done justice to his (Mr. Rawlings's) good points, W the 
sam? time, hadn't dwelt too long on his bad ones. Mt. R. Tweedy 
Smith. who also replied, referred to the tightness of money and 
the circumstances uader which a great number of firms had been 
forced to liquidate their stocks at considerab'e loss, The Sun Co. 
had bought cautiously, and did not intend to be caught in the 
general catastrophe. r i 

Mr. A. G. Beaver, in proposing “The Staff and Agents,” recalled 
the very early days of the company, when the staff was a small one 
of about a dozen members. To-day there were about 150, and they 
were not stopping at that figure. He spoke of the acquisition of 
the Charing Cross Road premises, and announced that negotiations 
had been completed with Messrs. Crosse & Blackwell for the 
purchase of property at the rear of those premises. A considerable 
sum of money was to bu spent in adapting these to the needs of the 
company. Mr. Beaver referred to the versatility of Mr. Morton, 
who had aided the firm in several totally different ways. Mr.C. H. 
Phillips responded for the staff in & brief but witty speech. Major 
Huxley, on behalf of the agents, said that an agent's lot was not 
8 happy one. but much encouragement was to be derived from the 
" Sun " calendar, with its more or less appropriate texts. 

Mr. E. R. Morton proposed the toast of The Press,” and said 
that the recent agitation for the publication of net sales statistics 
had shown up the electrical Press in a very favourable light, and 
some of the figures had surprised him. Mr. J. H. Cosens briefly 
responded. 

Mr. H. C. Weekes is to be congratulated on his management of 
affairs. The Press, instead of sitting in splendid isolation, had the 
pleasure of the company of a number of the ladies of the staff. 


Land Values Dutles.— Mr. W. R. Fairbrother, income- 
tax specialist, writes to point out that under the Finance Act, 
1920, all the assessments to Land Values Duties that have been 
made under the Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910, have been discharged, 
and where duties have been paid already under such assess- 
menta such duties can be recovered if a claim is md 
calendar months of the passing of the 1920 Act. This period will 
expire on February 4th next, so that all claims should strictly be 
in before the end of the present month. The various duties which 
can be recovered are a1 follows : —Increment Value Duty (including 
annual Increment Value Duty), Reversion Duty and Undeveloped 
land Duty imposed by Part I of the Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910, 
vut do not include Mineral Rights Duty. i 


Review of 1920.—The Federation of British Industries 
has issued a Financial Review of 1920, in whioh are included 
aseful tables and curves showing the flictuations in the rates of 
foreign exchange and the price movements of the raw materials of 
industry. It has been prepared by Messrs. J. S. M. Ward, B.A., F. S. S, 


and N. E. Crump, F. S. S. 


New Belgian Company.— La Société de la Centrale 


Electrique de la Valle de la br er al is the name of a new 3) ae 
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wich has lately been for 
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Tramway Industry Court of Inquiry.—The Secretary of 
the Ministry of Labour announces that arrangements have been 
made for the Court of Inquiry in connection with the wages dispute 
in the tramway industry to be held at St. Ermin’s Hotel, Caxton 
Street, Westminster, S.W. 1. The inquiry opened on Wednesday, 
January 26th, at 10.30 a.m., and was held in public. 


For Sale.—Farnworth Urban District Council invites 
offers for one two-fiued Lancashire boiler, feed pumps, &c. ; Messrs. 
Radon & Lockwood will offer by auction, on March 8th and follow- 
ing days, at H.M. Factory, Lang with, Derbyshire, chemical and elec- 
trical power plant and engineers tools, electrical and other stores, &o. ; 
by direction of the Disposal Board, Ministry of Munitions, Messrs. 
Radon & Lockwood will sell by auction, on February 15th, 16th 
and 17th, at the R.A.O.D., Chilwell, Notts., about 1,350 miles of 
electrio wire andcable, cab-tire cable, instrument and telephone wire, 
also generating sets, &c.; Messrs. Bradshaw, Brown & Co. will 
sell by auction, on March lst and following days, at H.M. Stores 
(Depót 303), Wallis Road, Hackney Wick, N.E., a quantity of plant 
and machinery, including d.o. motors, ammeters, voltmeters, and 
various electrical sundries. For particulars, see our advertisement 
pages to-day. 

Battersea Borough Council Electricity Department invites offers 
for two Parsons turbines, complete with ejector condenser, each 
coupled to a Parsons 750-kW d.c. generator; and one Willens 
engine, with, condenser, coupled to a Mather & Platt 324-kW 
d.c. generator. Brighton Corporation Electrioity Department has 
for disposal one triple-expansion Willans engine, direct-coupled to 
a Orompton 440-kW multipolar dynamo; also two engines of 
similar type, but without dynamos. 


Electric Testing Apparatus for Garage Use.— MESSRS. 
HEWLETT#S, LTD. of Parker Street Works, Hucknall, near 
Nottingham, have recently brought out two sets of apparatus 
specially designed for the use of motor-garage proprietors who 
undertake magneto repairs and remagnetising. One of the sets 
takes the form of a portable magnetiser to be used in conjunction 
with a 4-V acoumulator. The polarity of the magnets is found by 
holding the magnet near the coils of the instrument and pressing 
a button; if the magnet is drawn towards the coils, it may be 
inserted in that position, but if repelled, it must be reversed. With 
the magnets in the ooil, the button is pressed repeatedly for a few 
seconds. Special pole-pieces are used when the magnets are of 
unusual size, the pieces being placed inside the coils and the 
magnet put on them, when the same procedure is gone through. 

The second set consists of a special apparatus for testing for 
faults in high and low-tension windings, magnetos, armatures, alip- 
rings. sparking plugs, &c. By means of this instrument, in which 
a 4-V accumulator is also used, a magneto can be thoroughly 
tested without dismantling. If there is no spark, or onlv a feeble 
one, the magneto is taken down, when each part can bs tested 
individually. Coils can only be checked for faults, and, provided 
the very complete instructions which are issued by the makers are 
followed, there should be no risk of failure or damage. 


A B.T.-H. Dinner.—The annual dinner of the B.T.-H. 
Oo. Testing Department will be held on February 18th, Mr. A. 8. 
Kettle in the chair. The committee trusts that all past members 
of the department will endeavour to attend. Application for 
tickets (10s. 6d. approximately) should be sent to Mr. A. V. 
Scratchley, c/o Testing Department, B.T.-H. Co., Rugby. 


Advertising by Fiim.—EpucationaL FILMS Co., LTD., 
76, Wardour Street, London, W. 1, call our attention to a method 
of advertising which has as yet been used only in a very restricted 
way, but which has great possibilities, and is especially applicable 
to a business which appeals to a special buyer rather than to the 
general public ; this is advertisement by means of the film. For 
all manner of machinery the film is unexcelled as an advertising 
and selling medium. Details of construction and motion can be 
studied and explained by the film sometimes better than by the 
actual machine itself. The use of animated diagrams is particularly 
valuable in this respect. 

The great difficulty hitherto experienced has been for the 
manufacturer to show the film to a public he wishes to reach. 
Private projecting theatres have been established in 12 of the 
largest industrial towns in the British Isles. When the film is 
once made, copies can be reproduced very cheaply, and if one of 
these is deposited in each of the towns, it can be shown at the con- 
venienoe of the prospective buyer. For instance, a representative 
in Glasgow could arrange, at his convenience, for one or a dozen 
buyers to see the film. In very many cases it is impossible for a 
representative to carry with him the actual machine he wishes to 
sell ; yet, armed with & portable projector and a film, he can show 
on any office wall, and in any country, a moving picture which 
will bring out more clearly than any explanation of his, the work, 
5 and seling points of the machine in which he is 
interested. ` 


German Canais.—A decision has been reached that the 
canals of all the German States shall come under the control of the 
Central Government as from April 1st of this year, thereby fulfilling 
the provisions of the German Constitution that all means of com- 
munication shall be controlled by the Empire.— The Times. 


Annual Dinner.—The annual dinner of the staff of 
Messrs, RASHLEIGH PHIPPS & Oo , LTD., 147, Oxford Street, W., took 
place on Saturday evening last at The Feathers,” Westminster, 
under the chairmanship of the founder of the firm. There was a 
large attendanoe, and the subsequent entertainment provided by 
“home talent resulted in a most enjoyable evening. 


Trade Dispntes.—The total number of trade disputes, 
involving stoppages of work, reported as beginning in December, 
was 34. In addition, 65 disputes which began before December 
were still in progress at the beginning of that month. The total 
number of workpeople involved in all disputes in progreas in 
December was about 72,000, as compared with 1,138,000 in the 
previous month (when about 1,100,000 workpeople were on strike 
in the coal-mining industry) and 110,000 in December, 1919. Of 
the total number involved, the majority were accounted for by two 
disputes, one affecting 45,000 coal miners in the Rhondda district, 
who stopped work with a view to securing the reinstatement of 
certain workpeople who had been discharged, and the other 
affecting 10,000 workpeople in shipyards throughout Great Britain, 
owing to a strike of joiners and carpenters against a proposed 
reduction in wages. The estimated aggregate duration of all dis- 
putes during the month was about 429,000 working days, as com- 
pared with 3,631,000 days in November. 1920, when the coal strike 
was in progress, and 1,808,000 days in December, 1919, when iron- 
founders in most districts were on strike throughout the month.— 
Morning Post. 


Inqultles.— The makers of the Klimax parallel arc for 
lantern and kinema purposes are asked for. A reader asks for the 
maker's name, or where he can find a technical description, of an 
instrument suitable for measuring and recording atmospheric 
electricity. The names of manufacturers of ironolad switchgeer 
bearing the mark D. E. W. inside à diamond, are asked for. 


American Trade with Germany.—The monthly state- 
ment of the Department of Commerce shows that American trade 
with Germany continues to increase. Exports in November were 
valued at $35,061,009, as compared with $23,044,142 in the same 
month a year ago, while imports from Germany totalled $7,557,688, 
as compared with $3,212,831 in November, 1919.— Noutor' s Trade 
Sercice (Washington). 


German Activity in Montevideo. — Engineer Arent, 
Councillor in the Ministry of Postes, Telegraphs, and Telephones of 
Germany, arrived at Montevideo at the end of 1920, in the course 
of a tour he is making of the South American Continent for the 
purpose of obtaining information regarding telegraph and telephone 
working in the principal cities, The Uruguayan Postal authorities 
are offering every facility to Herr Arent.— Heriew of the Hiver 
Plate. 


Applications for British Trade-Marks.—Appended is a 
summary of the recent applications for British trade-marks in 
respect of productions connected with the electrical trades and 
industries :— 

Persephone. No. 409,164. Class 8. Telephones and telephonic 
apparatus. Thos. Macready Down, 65, Gloucester Road, Kew 
Gardens, S.W. October 27th. 1920. 

Limpet (lettering and design). No. 408,869. Class 18. Magnetic 
band lamps, John Tweedie, trading as Wm. Barton & Sons, 11, 
Forrest Road, Edinburgh. October 2nd, 1920. N 

Ozon. No. 408,677. Class 18. Electric lamps (ordinary). 
Wm. Lennard, 3, Love Lane, Eastcheap, London, E.O. October 13th, 
1920. 

Star and Tree (design). No. 408,535. Class 50. Electrical 
accessories made of wood. Otto F. Ahlmann, ET, 35, St. John 
Street, London, E.C. October 8th, 1920. 

Westinghouse (lettering and design) No. 407,700. Class 8. 
Secondary batteries. Westinghouse Union Battery Oo., Swissvale, 
Penn., U.S.A. September 8th, 1920. 

Pantostat. No. 409,390. Class 8. Electric transformers. 
Wm. E. Schall, trading as Schall & Son, 71 and 75, New Cavendish 
Street, London, W. October 3rd, 1920. 

Dormo. No. 408,181. Class 6. Electric motors and dynamos. 
Arthur A. Lyon, trading as Arthur Lyon & Oo., 36, Victoria Street, 
Westminster, S. W. October 7th, 1920. 

T.M.C. (lettering and designs). No, 409,425. Olass 13. 
Trembler blades for ignition coils and tungsten contacts. 
Tungsten Manufacturing Co., Ltd., Thanet House, 231-2, Strand, 
London, W.C. October 22nd, 1920. 

Eclair (lettering and design). No. 407,148. Class 50. Insulating 
materials and preparations for electrical purposes. John W. 
Shaw, Ltd., 90, Broughton Lane, Strangeways, Manchester. 
August 21st, 1920. 


Brussels Patent Office.—A central Patent Office is to 
be set up at Brussels for the registration of patent applicatione, 
supply of copies of patents, and other like services. The Belgian 
capital has been chosen, as it is the seat of the International 
Bibliographical Institute, with an extensive library and perfect 
organisation. The Allied countries only may make use of the 
office. 


The Swiss Electrical Industry.—The Swiss electrical 
industry is stated to be at the present time very prosperous, 
especially with regard to the Spanish market, A Swiss house has 
just secured an order from the Sociedad Productora de Fuerzas 
Motrices, which is a branch of the Energia Electrica de Cataluna, 
for the supply eomplete of two hydro-eleotric installations for the 
oentral stations which that company is now engaged in equipping. 


New Belgian Companies.—There has been formed at 
Antwerp the Société l'Electro Moteur, with a capital of 1,200,000 fr., 
for the manufacture of dynamos, motors, and electric elevators. 
Its offices are at 237, Chaussée Saint Bernard. 

Under the style of Société Continentale de l'Aocurmulateur 
Bdison, a company has been embodied at Brussels (79, Rue Royale) 
with a capital of 1,200,000 fr. 


Vol. 88, No. 2.388. Janvakr 28,1991.) THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


111 


LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Accrington.—SuPPLY DxLAYED.—AÀt Church Council, 
on January 20th, complaints were made that, although Accrington 
had signed an agreement to supply electricity, nothing hai been 
done for five months. Thema said there was difficulty in 
obtaining the requisite materials, and the Acorington electrical 
engineer was not to blame in the matter. 


Australia.—Sypnwey.—At a meeting of the City Council 
it was stated that unless inoreased rates were sanctioned by the 
Government, the loss on the working of the electricity department 
would reach £200,000 in 12 months. The city electrical engineer 
said that new plant and buildings, costing about £530,000, were 
5 It was agreed to prooeed with the ordering of the new 
plan 

WATER PowEB.—The Electricity Committee of the Municipal 
Council suggests that the Government be approached wit’ a view 
to reports being obtained from Mesers. de Burgh & William Corin 
on the proposal to establish hydro-electric works on the Colo River, 
with particular referenoe to the power available in horse-power or 
kilowatts, assuming—(a) a 24-hour demand per day; and (b) a 
13-hour demand per day; and also the cost of providing electrical 
equipment for the scheme. 

The Electricity Committee of the Municipal Council publishes a 
report by the city electrical engineer, with regard to a visit to 
Melbourne and Adelaide. in connection with a conference of 
Engineers and Managers of Electricity Supply Undertakings from 
different States of the Commonwealth. The engineer states that 
he is pleased to be able to report thet the result of the conference 
with the members of the Postmaster-General's Department has 
been better than the city electrical engineer hoped. The statutory 
regulations of the Postmaster-General's Department affecting the 
crossing of telephone and telegraph lines by electricity supply 
wires have, in the past, been interpreted by the Postmaster-General's 
officers in such a way as to cause the City Counoil of Sydney (for 
instance) to spend large sums each year which, in his opinion, 
might have been saved without materially affecting the working of 
the lines. As a result of the conference it is proposed to alter the 
statutory regulations, and also to issue instructions to the local 
officers of the Postmaster-General's Depattment, which alterations 
and instructions will enable the Electricity Department to carry 
out the same amount of work in the way of laying services and 
extending maine which it is at present carrying out at a oost of 
Da pounds pər annnm less than it has been paying in 

Tas KrEsWA SCHEME.—The Victorian Electricity Commissioners 
consider that the present demand for electricity in the State does 
not justify any immediate action with regard to the proposed 
Kiewa h ic scheme. Apart from this, however they 
think that the whole of their attention should be devoted to the 
development of the Morwell scheme for the utilisation of brown 
coal for the generation of electricity. The Kiewa schema, which is 
estimated to cost £890,000, will be a useful adjunct to the Morwell 
project when the latter is working. 


Barrow, — WATER-PowkER HEPORT, &C.— The Town 
Council has agreed to the electrical engineer and the surveyor 
preparing a report upon the proposed utilisation of the River 

at Backbarrow for the development of electricity. Should 
Barrow require further power immediately, Messrs. Vickers, Ltd., can 
supply it from their new B ride: station at Buccleuch Dock. 
A confidential rt was considered, last week, upon the financial 
aspect of developing the town’s electrical undertaking, prepared 
by the treasurer. It was decided to become a member of the 
joint electricity authority for the district, the Corporation 
representatives to report upon developments to the Council before 
committing it to any schemes entailing financial obligations. 


Bingley.—BuLk SUPPLY AwARD.—Mr. S. E. Fedden, 
City electrical engineer, Sheffield, was recently appointed to 
investigate the complaint of the Bingley Oouncil that the bulk 
supply from Keighley Oorporation was inefficient, and that the 
agreement was not being carried out satisfactorily. In his award 
Mr. Fedden says that after hearing both parties he has come to 
the following conclusions :—The interruptions and breakdowns 
have been mainly due to neglect on the part of the Keighley Elec- 
tricity Department, and only in a lesser degree to that of the Bingley 
Electricity Department. The Keighley Corporation has not done 
everything reasonably possible to restore the supply after the 
occurrence of an interruption or breakdown. The costs of the 
arbitration are to be borne to the extent of four-fifths by Keighley, 
and the remainder by Bingley. 


ham.— REPORT ON EXTENSIONS.—In view of 
the Council's decision at the last meeting to defer placing the 
contracts for the large scheme approved on Jane 8th 
last, until the general financial position has improved, the Electric 
Supply Committee has presented a report to the Council, confining 
its investigation to the question of devising temporary measures to 
mitigate the adverse effect of delaying the larger extensions. 

There are three directions in which the Committee now seeks the 
authority of the Council to proceed, on the understanding that the 
cost of doing so is defrayed temporarily from the department's 
internal resources until such time as it is possible for the Finance 
Committee to report that capital funds are available, viz. : — 

1. It is proposed to install a 5,000-kW turbo-alternator set, with 
condensing plant, switchgear, foundations, water-tube boilers with 


the necessary economisers, chimneys, &c., the approximate cost of 


which would be £120,000. This plant would be installed in the 
building now under construction at Nechells. 

2. A sum of £30,000 is urgently required for normal extensions 
of the distribution system, to which to a large extent the depart- 
ment is already committed. These extensions of mains are works 
that proceed from week to week as part of the ordinary develop- 
ment of the undertaking, and are necessary in order to make 
supplies of electrical energy from the new ‘generating plant avail- 
able in those portions of the district where they are required. 

3. The third portion of the work to proceed with which 
authority is now sought is that of piling the ground for the 
foundations for the deferred building extension. This work of 
piling takes considerable time, and is, of course, an essential pre- 
liminary to the building extension. The estimated oost of doing 
it now is £20,000, and the Committee advises that its execution at 
the present time will avoid a delay of approximately six months 
9 ud time comes for proceeding with the extension scheme as 
a whole. 

The total estimated cost of these works is thus £170,000, of 
which sum £108,000 forms part of the large extension sanctioned 
by the Council last June. The Committee recommends that 
it be authorised to proceed forthwith with the works referred to. 


Biackbarn.— New STATION.—The action of the Corpora- 
tion in facilitating the laying of mains from the new generating 
atation at Whitebirk, in order to find employment for men out of 
work, will considerably hasten the scheme, and it is expected that 
before next winter both Great Harwood and Rishton will have a 
supply of electricity. Some delay may be occasioned in obtaining the 
necessary cable, but when this is available the work will be pashed 
forward. Considerable progress is being made with the construo- 
tion of the buildings, the erection of which was commenced in 
May of last year. 


Continental,.—Russ1A.—A Berlin. message states that 
the Soviet Government has promulgated a decree that all persons 
under 55 years of age who have had experience in cable works, 
electric lamp factories, power stations, &o., are to be mobilised. 
The avowed object of the decree is to proceed with the previously- 
announced electrification of the country. 

HOLLAND.—The proposed scheme for the full electrification of 
the Province of Limburg is estimated to cost Fl. 1,350,000. The 
intention is to run an overhead high-voltage line from a power 
station to be erected near the Emma State coal mine to another 
station in the Swalmen district. The undertaking will probably 
be carried out under the same conditions as the Hoensbroek- 
Maastricht line, which supplies South Limburg, the State granting 
a concession to the province, which will entrust the carrying-out 
and working of the scheme to the Stroomverkoop Maatachappij. 
A heavier cable, however, will be used and the distance between 
the standards will be increased to 260 m. The route will be from 
the Emma Mine, through Amstenrade, Oersbeek, Schinnen, . 
Mundengeleen, Sittard, Broek-Sittard, Nieuwstad. Susteren, Echt, 
Maasbracht, Montfort, Linne, St. Odelierberg, Melich Herchen- 
bosch, and Maasneel, to Swalmen.— Economic Review. 

JUGO-SLAVIA. — Efforts are being made to develop manu- 
facturing industries, and considerable activity is noticeable in 
various oentres. In this connection the American Oonsul at 
Belgrade states that the hydro-electric plant at Zelina Vir, 
Croatia, is nearly completed, The buildings have all been con- 
structed, and the machines are actually en route. The plant, at 
high water, will furnish 2,000 h.p, and at low water about 
1,200 h.p., and will be able to supply power for the lighting of all 
the towns and villages of the arrondissement of Gorski, and still 
have reserve power for industrial purposes. 

The Société Industrielle de Sminje, Dalmatia, which was formed 
in 1916 in order to utilise the water power of the Cettina river, 
which is estimated at 30,000 h.p., is now continuing its work, 
which was interrupted by the war. It is expected that the plant 
will soon be in full operation. 


Dover.— KENTISH UoaL.—The calorific value of the 
Kentish coal supplied to the electricity works is stated by the 
electrical engineer to be 15 per cent. above that of the Yorkshire 
coal usually employed. A underfeed stoker is necessary, 
however, but a saving of over £115 has been effected in four weeks. 


Dundalk.—ExTEnsions.—Mr. P. A. Spalding, electrical 
engineer to the Urban Oouncil, in his report on the proposed 
extension of buildings and plant, at an estimated cost of £20,000, 
points out that, while present conditions are agsinst such 
& scheme, the work must be undertaken with the least possible 
delay. A considerable proportion of the new output will be required 
to satisfy the greatly-increased demand of the Great Northern Rail- 
way (Ireland) local works, and it is reasonable to assume that the 
railway company will contribute a due share towards the proposed 
capital outlay. The highest figure calculated gives a priceof approxi- 
mately 2'5d. per unit. Mr. Spalding does not think, having regard 
to the high costs, that the company would consider 24d. per unit 
excessive, especially as 1'8d. per unit was agreed to for the year 1919, 
when the average price of fuel oil was less than £7 per ton, as 
against £12 now. "There is, the report adds, still plenty of scope 
for electrical development in Dundalk, mostly for power and 
heating purposes. 

Electricity Districts.—NoRTH-WxsT MiDLANDS.— The 
Electricity Commissioners have extended the period for the receipt 
of representations regarding this district to March 81st next. 

SourH-WEST MIDLANDS.— The time for the receipt of repre- 
sentations regarding this district has been extended from Jan. 31st 
to March 31st. 
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At a Conference of Wo-oestershire authorities, last week, in 
regard t» proposals concerning the formation of an electricity area, 
Mr. Wil!:s Bund (Chairman of the County Council) said he was told 
that the Commissioners did not intend to allow, except in excep- 
tional circumstances, any schemes to be set up in the areas they hal 
mapped out. He thought they should ask the Commissioners if 
they we-^ likely to assent to the formation of a separate area in a 
part of ne proposed South-West Midlands area. Evesham, Droit- 
wich, Maivern, and Pershore intimated that they did not support 
the Worcester proposal. It was agreed to make the inquiry on the 
lines su; rested. 

LoNr: v AND Homes CovNTIES.—The local inquiry which is to 
be held . connection with the provisionally delimited London and 
Home C : inties Electricity District is to take place in June next. 


Godm inchester.—H y pgo- ELECTRIC SCHEM& ABANDONED. 
—On th. ground of the cost being prohibitive, the Town Council 
has decl. ei to consiler a proposal to utilise the water power from 
the old rill race for the purpose of generating electricity. 


Icela :d.—H vpRo-EnLECTRIO SURVEY.—À message from 
Reykjav:& to the Berlingske Tidende says that the Islandske 
Ingenio« r-Forening haa requested the Government and the Alting to 
institute investigations with regard to the possibility of establishing 
an industry in Iceland, using the waterfalls as the motive power. 
The construction of a railway to the south part of the island is 
algo recommended, and the Government is also asked to appoint a 
commission to go into the matter. The Forening also requests the 
Government to receive eventus] applications for a concession to 
construct a large hydro-electric station.— Heute,: Trade Service 
(Copenhagen). 


Iikley.—ExTensrows.—The Council is applying to the 
Electricity Commisaioners for & reconsideration of their decision 
with regard to extensions some time ago. The Council received 
sanction to install a 170-kW set, but desired also to extend the 
power-station buildings to permit of the early installation of 
an additional 200-kW set. The Commissioners refused to sanction 
this, and suggested that any further power required should be 
obtained from Keighley Corporation. Inquiries made it evident 
that a bulk supply from Keighley would be more costly than the 
installation of new generating plant, and the Electricity Commis- 
sionera are being informed of this. 


Larne.—Batrery Room DESTROYED.—À battery room 
forming part of the power station of the Larne Ele»tric Light and 
Power Co. has bæn destroyed by fire. From these batteries the 
local shipyards derived their supply. The building was a wooden 
erection, and the damage to the battery is estimated at £20,000. 


Leeds.— WORK FoR UNEMPLOYED.—Various schemes are 
suggested for providing work for the unemployed, the necessary 
Government approval and grants having b2en applied for in each 
case by the Ganeral Parposes Committee of the Corporation. The 
schemes include a proposal for extensions of electricity mains. 
There is yet no definite scheme in this matter, but the Electricity 
Committee has signified its preparedness to expedite main laying in 
order to absorb labour. 


Liandudno.—BuLK  *uPPLy.— The Electricity Com- 
mittee has bean instructed to negotiate with the North Wales 
Power Co. for a bulk supply to Llandudno. The Power Co.'s 
scheme to be presente i to the Electricity Commissioners has 
received the Council's approval. 


London.—StT. MABTLRBONE.— The Electric Supply Com- 
mittee recommends that the special rate of 13d. per unit charged for 
all electricity supplied to St. Duustan's Hostel for blinded soldiers and 
sailors, Regent's Park, be increased to 2d. per unit. It is stated that 
the consumption at the Hostel amounts to 100,000 units per annum. 

BATTE8SEA.—The agreement for a bulk supply of electricity 
from the Fulham Borough Council, mad» in 1915, contained clauses 
relating to fluctuations in the price of coal, but no provision was 
made for wages increases. In these conditions the Fulham Borough 
Council has forwarded a claim for £2,600 to the Battersea Electricity 


Committee. The Committee recommends that Fulham beoffered £750. ' 


WOOLWICEH.— The Electricity Commissioners have written to 
the London County Council stating that & scheme of extensions, 
estimated to cost in the aggregate £230,000, has been submitted by 
the Woolwich Borough Council for approval. The immediate 
work to be undertaken will cost £60,000, the new plant comprising 
a 5,000-kW turbo-alternator with condensing plant, and a 33,000-V 
feeder cable to Erith, &c. The letter asks if the London County 
Council has any observations to offer regarding the sanctioning of 
a loan of £60,000. The Finance Committee recommends that the 
following reply be sent to the Commissioners :—From the point of 
view of the general financial position of the borough, the applica- 
tion of the Woolwich Metropolitan Borough Council for sanction 
to the borrowing of such a large sum as £230,000 for electricity 
purposes is a matter for serious consideration by the Electricity 
Commissioners, and that the Council, while expressing no opinion 
as to the merits of the scheme, assumes that the Commissioners 
are satisfied that the expenditure to be incurred will result in an 
early improvement in the present unsatisfactory financial condition 
of the undertaking ; that the Council is of opinion that the debt 
outstandiag upon any superaeded plant should be repaid, and the 
Borough Council required te enter into an arrangement with the 
London County Council with regard to the liquidation of any 
loans outstanding on any planit which is to be sup:raeded by reason 
of the further extension of plant now proposed to be sanctioned 
by the Commitsi mers on similar lines to the arcangement previously 
made with the Borough Council. 


Mexborough.—PuL& SuPPLY.—The Urhan Council has 
decided to accept the terms for a bulk supply of power from the 
Yorkshire Electric Power Co. An alternative proposal to ask 
Rotherham Corporation for a bulk supply was withdrawn. 


Newmlll.— LIdHTINd SCHEME ABANDONED. —In view of 


the difficulties encountered in conneotion with the proposed electric 


light scheme, the Urban District Council has decided to abandon 
the project. 

New Zealand. — TAUMARUNUI Ronan — B. M. Trade 
Commissioner at Wellington has informed the Department of 


Overseas Trade that the Borough Council of Taumarunui, a rising. 


township on the main trunk line from Wellington to Auckland, 
has recently adopted & proposal to develop electrical energy from 
the Wanganui River for use for power and lighting purposes. The 
works are estimated to cost £44,000, and a poll of ratepayers is 
to be taken as soon as possible to secure powers to raise a loan 
for the purpose, 


Portsmouth,— Loan SANCTION&D.— The Electrio Light 
Committee has received the sanction of the Electricity Commm- 
sioners to a loan of £91,000 for additional plant, &c. ` 


Rochdale.—Loan.—The Town Council has been recom- 
mended by the Gas and Electricity Committees to apply for sanction 
to the borrowing of £106 000 to meet the cost of installing plant 
to deal with the bulk supply of electricity from the Lancashire 
Electric Power Co. About a third of this amount has already been 
spent. The remainder is required for work already authorised, 
such as the installation of transformers and other arrangements for 
distribution. 


Skegness.—Execrriciry SurPLY ScHEME.—Mr. C. H. 
Wordingham's report on an electricity supply scheme for the town 
was discussed by the Council on January 13th. The report gave 
the total cost of an installation as £44,500, with annual capital 
charges amounting to £1,070. It was stated that a profit of about 
£100 per annum could be exp?cted from a total revenue of £6,600. 
A member of the Council pointed out that at the present time there 
were 11 small private installations in the town, but the owners of 
these were ready to diamantle them if & town supply became 
available. The Council finally decided to apply for a further 
extension of the time allowed for the carrying out of the compul- 
sory provisions of the Lighting Order. 


Southend-on-Sea.—PRoroseD ExTENSIONS.—The Town 
Council is to consider at a special meeting a scheme for extending 


the plant at the electricity works, at an estimated cost of 
£300,000. 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Aberdeen, — Evectriciry Works Rarway. — The 
Town Council is applying for a provisional order to enable it to 
construct a street railway between the electricity works and the 
Caledonian railway. The Aberdeen Harbour Board is of the 
opinion that sush an order would prejudicially affect its interests 
and requires modification, In order to secure a locus stundi in the 
matter, a formal objection is being lodged by the Board. 


Australia.—MeELBourRNE.—The electrification of the 
Melbourne suburban railways was commenced in 1912, and it was 
stated that the work would be completed by 1917. As the electri- 
fication is still proceeding, the Railway Commissioners have been 
subjected to a great deal of criticism. They point out, however, 
that the outbreak of war completely disorganised a number of 
important contracts, and material had thereby been held up. Two 
large generators are still awaited for the Newport power station, 
and in addition to these, the equipment for ten or more sub-stations 
has not yet been delivered. Commenting upon this, the Melbourne 
Age says: — It can no longer be plead:d that the British manu- 
facturers are unable to undertake the work; business is so dull 
with them that they are dismissing their hands ; and even if it 
were otherwise, a great deal of the work could be undertaken in 
Australia. Daring the two years that have passed sinoe the close 
of the war, very little progress has been made. The completion of 
the scheme is already three years overdue, and at the present rate 
of progrees a further three years is almost certain to elapse before 
the public will receive the services they were led to believe would 
be available for them in 1917." 


Barnoldswick.— ORDER CANCELLED.—As no definite 
progress has been made with the construction of a light railway 
between Barnoldswick and Gisburn, it has been removed from the 
Light Raila ay Commissioners’ list.— Lancashire Post. i 


Belfast. NEW Cans, &c.—Eight of the new tramcars 
ordered by the Bslfast Corporation have now arrived in the city, 
and have been put into commission on the ordinary service. Fifty 
cars are being purchased, and it ia expected that the whole of them 
will be delivered within the next six months, In accordance with 
the resolution passed at the last monthly meeting of the Corpora- 
tion, application has been made to the Ministry of Transport for 
permission to increase the minimum fare to 2d., but the authority 
for making this change has not yet been received. Although the 
proposal is to fix the minimum fare at IId, there is a possibility 
that in the near future the charge will ba increased to 2d. A large 


deficit is anticipated at the end of the present finsnoíal year, and 
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in addition to that, the Corporation is faced by & heavy outlay on 
the reconstruction of the tramway track, which has received very 
little attention during the last six years, owing to the call for 
economy during the war and since. It is estimated that this work, 
if carried out all over the system, would coat about £ 2,000,000. 


Birmingham. — RAILLESS SYSTEM INVESTIGATION. — 
Faced with the prospect of heavy expenditure on the renewal of 
the track of the tramways, the Corporation has sent & deputation 
to Bradford to see the railless trolley car system in operation 
there. | 

Continental. — FRANcE.— The Societé des Transports en 
Commune ce la Region Parisienne, which has been granted a con- 
casion for the working of the various surface tramway under- 
takings expropriated by the Council of the Departement də la Seine 
u from January lat, 1921, recently offered for subscription 120,000 
shares of 500 fr.. composing the capital of the company. The oon- 
cession is for a period of 30 yeara, although the Council has the 
option every six years of taking over the combined undertaking on 
giving two years’ notice. 

Halifax,—CoNTROL or TRAMwATS.— The matter of the 
control of the Halifax tramways, which has excited keen oon- 
troversy between the Tramways Committee and the Town Council, 
and has led to the resignations of the chairman and vice-chairman 
ofi the Tramways Committee and the chairman of the Tramways 
Sub-Committee, does not seem to be quite settled even yet. 
Although the Town Council, after a former rejection, eventually 
accepted only one of the three recommendations of the Committee 
—that of transferring control of the tramway track from the 
Highways Committee to the (Tramways Committee —further delay 
is promised now in meeting the urgent need for track renewal by a 
resolution passed by the Highways Committee, on January 17th, 
recommending that the transfer of control should not take place 
until the end of the present year. | 


Leeds.—Datty Dericit.—The returns presented at a 
meting of the Tramways Committee of the Leeds Corporation 
showed that during last month there was still an average deficit of 
419 per day ou this undertaking, which shows a tubetantial 
decrease on the loas of £111 per day for the nine months ended 
December 29th last. The total deficit for this latter period was 
430495, representing a loss of nearly ld. per car-mile. The 
question of again increasing the fares, which was considered 
at the last meeting of the Committee, was again discussed, and it 
was finally decided to hold the matter over.— Leeds Mercury. 


Metropolitan Railway @o.—The Minister of Transport 
has extended the times of the Metropolitan Railway Acts of 1911, 
1913, and 1913, for the completion of certain rail ways, until August, 
1922. 


Salford.— Tramway Passes ILLEGAL.— The Tramways 
Com aittee has res unded its resolution to grant free travelling 
pas- es to members of the Council, the town clerk having expressed 
te opinion that the resolution is illegal.— Daily Dispatch. 

South Shields. —New CARS. Five new double-decked 
electric cars have been delivered by the English Electric Co., Ltd., 
of Preston, to the Corporation. Each vehicle accommodates 82 
passengers, and will cost £3,300. 7 | 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Chbba,—NEw TELEPHONE CaBLES.—Direct telephonic 
communication between the United States and Cuba is to be pro- 
vided by the Onban-American Telephone and Telegraph Co., a 
permit for the landing of three telephone cables from Havana at 
Key West (Florida) having been granted the company on January 
ith, dy the State Department. The laying of the cables is expected 
to be completed in the Spring, and they will be approximately 
100 miles in length, or longer than any submarine telephone cables 
yet laid. Of the three talking circuits to be provided, one will be 
connected directly with New York. A second circuit will pass 
through the Jacksonville (Flo.) central office for service to Western 
States, and the third will connect the Key Weat exchange for calls 
to and from points in the south. The construction of the cables, 
already completed, presented entirely new engineering problems, 
due to the depth of the waters to be traversed.—Reuter’s Trade 
Serrice (Washington). 

Fereiga Telegrams.— Rate Revision.—It is announced 
in the London Gazette that the rates per word for telegrams to the 
undermentioned places are now as shown below :—Timor (Dilly), 
4a. Id.; Chatham Islands, 3s. 2d.; Makatea Island (Pomoton 
Archi ), 48. 8d. ; Greéoe, 6d.; Greek Islands (except Corfu, 
Crete, Euboca, and Poros, 6d.), 64d. 


Imperial Telegraphy.—A deputation representing the 
Newspaper Proprietors’ Association, the Newspaper Conference, 
the Empire Preas Union, and the Press Agencies, waited upon the 
Postmaster -G eneral (Mr. A. H. Illingworth), last week, to emphasise 
the need for improvements in communication by cable and wire- 
les According to the Morning Post, Viscount Burnham, intro- 
ducing the deputation, said that Press rates for telegrams existed 
in name only,the deferred rate across the Atlantic was useleas, 
there were great delays, and it was particularly desired that the 
wireless policy of the Government should be known. The Post- 
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master-General replied that good progress was being made in 
providing wireless communication around the British- Empire. 
The service to Cairo it was hoped to get working by next May. 
That was the first part of the Imperial chain. It would go on to 
Nairobi, and then to Windhoek in South-West Africa, where the 
German station was being improved upon. India, Singapore, Hong- 
Kong, and Australia would be included in the circuit, and the 
various Dominion Governmenta concerned were being consulted in 
the matter. There would also be wireless communication with 
Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Germany, Poland, Czecho-Slovakia, 
Austria and Hungary, Jugo-Slavia, Italy, Holland, and Belgium. 
The Marconi Co.'s service would cover Spain, Italy, France, Nova 
Scotia, and New Jersey. A Committee was sitting to consider on 
what terms licences should be given to private enterprises. The 
question of providing facilities for receiving news sent by the Press 
from the Naval station in America provided by the United States 
Government was being oonsidered. Within the Dominions the 
Government would control the wireless services. It was proposed 
that the Post Office, when given a message, should exercise the 
option of sending it either by wireless or cable if the method of 
transmission was not defined by the sender. He welcomed the 
formation of a Committee representative of the Press, the Stock 
Exchange, the Baltio Exchange, Lloyd's, and other big cable users, 
which would be able to consult and advise the Government. 


Telephone Rates —NeEw TRUNK RATES POSTPONED.— 
The Post Office announced on the 24th inst. that it had been 
decided to defer the new rates for trunk calls from February Ist to 
April 1st. The new tariff does not affect anyone, except new 
subscribers, before April lat; the agreements of existing sub- 
scribers are being terminated by due notice which will expire at 
various dates not earlier than April lat, and there will, therefore, 
be full opportunity for discussion in Parliament before the new 
rates are applied. 


United States.—CaBLe Dispute.—The Federal Court 
has granted a temporary injunction against the Western Union 
Cable Co. from ‘landing ita Brazil-Barbadoes cable at Miami 
(Florida), from using three cables between Key West (Florida) and 
Havana for the transmission of messages between the United 
States and Brazil, and from splicing a line from Barbadoes to 
Cuba.— Reuter’s Trade Service (New York). 


——..—.—.—.:: 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The date given in parentheses at the end of the paragraph indicates 
the issue of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW in which the " Official 
Notice ` appeared.) 


OPEN. 


Aberdeen.—February 21st. Corporation Waterworks 
Department. Electrically-driven pumping machinery. Specifica- 
tions, £5 (returnable), from Water Engineer's Office, 414, Union 
Street, Aberdeen. : . 

February 21st. Electricity Department. Temporary and 
permanent coal conveyors and shoots in connection with the 
reconstruction of the boiler house at Ferryhill. (January 21st.) 


Algerla.— The Pest and Telegraph authorities in Algiers 
have just invited tenders for the supply of a large quanti y of 
high-conductivity bronze and copper wire. 


Australia.— M&ELBOURNE.— March 2nd and 9th. Vic- 
torian Railways. Reactances and condensers (for power signslling), - 
electric crabs and equipment for oranes. Copies of the speoifica- 
tions can be seen at the Department of Overseas Trade (Inquiry 
Room), 35, Old Queen Street, S. W. I. 

March 31st. Electricity Commissioners. Plant for the Mor- 
well power scheme. Telephone wire and pin-type insulators. 
(January l4th.) 

ADELAIDE. — February 23rd. P.M.G.’s Department. Electric 
lamps, a3 per Schedule 561, (January 21at.) CONES 

STDNET.— March 21st. P.M.G.s Department. Telephone and 
telegraph apparatus, testing instruments and switchboard parta, 
Schedule 814. (See this issue.) . 

PERTH, W. A.— March 29th. P. M. G. Department. Telegraph 
accumulators, Schedule 333. (January 21st.) l 

April 6th. P.M.G.'s Department, Acoumulators, &C., for 
Eucla, W.A. (See this issue.) 


Belfast, — February 26th. Tramways Committee. 
—Tramway stores, including electrical acceasories, cable, lamps, 
carbon brushes, &c. (See this issue.) 


France.—Panris.—February 17th. The supply and in- 
atallation of a multiple commutator table at the Oentral Telephonio 
Bureau in the Boulevard Raspail. Particulars from the Direction 
de l'Exploitatlon Té:éphonique, 4e Bureau, 103, Rue de Grenelle, 
Paris. 

February 4th. The French State Railway authorities, 13, Rue de 
Rome, Paris.—The supply and erection of a number of low-pressure 
switchboards required in connection with the upkeep of train 
electric lighting equipments at the railway works at Batignolles, 
Botteville, Rennes and Saintes.  Particulars can be obtained from 
the Service Electrique at the above address. 


Great Yarmouth.—February 11th. Electricity Depart- 
ment. Supply and erection of h p. switchgear. (January 21st.) 
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Londen.—L.C.C. — January 31st. Electric wiring in- 
stallation at the Bethnal Green Weights and Measures Office and 
Ooroner’s Court, comprising about 87 switch points and 89 lighting 
points. (January 14th.) i | 

H.M. Office of Works. February 1st. Six months’ supply of 
switches, fuses and fuseboards. (January 21st.) 

BaTTERSEA.—February 9th. Electricity Department. Eh. p. and 
d.c. switchgear for two 450-kW converters. (See this issue.) 


Largan.—January 29th. Urban District Council. Four- 
core l.p. lead-covered and armoured cables. (January 14th.) 


Manchester.—February 14th. Electricity Department. 
33,000-V trunk feeder, pilot and telephone cables. (January 21st.) 

February 15th. Tramways Committee. Tramway stores, in- 
cluding meters, cable, lamps, bells, insulators, &c. (See this issue.) 


Middlesbrough.— February 9th. Corporation. Double 
line of tramways from Albert Road to Linthorpe Road. Particulars 
from Mr. S. E. Burgess, Borough Engineer, Municipal Buildings. 


New Zealand. — WELLINGTON. — March Ist. Public 
Works Tender Board. Seven 4,000-kVA single-phase transformers, 
with accessories, for Lake Coleridge electric power scheme. Parti- 
oulars from the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, S. W. I. 

March 5th. Government Railway Department. Two overhead 
travelling cranes. Specifications can be seen at the Department 
e 5 Trade (Engineering Section), 35, Old Queen Street, 


Resyth. -January 80th. Electric lighting work at Park 
Road Deposit, £1 1s. Mr. R. H. Motion, archi i 
Bank Chambers, Dunfermline. errs 


— Africa. — PRETORIA.— March 10th. Municipal 


Spain.—Tenders have recently been invited by the muni- 
cipal authorities of Jerez de los Caballeros (Province of Badajoz) for 
the concession for the supply of electricity for lighting and power 
purposes in the town during a period of eight years. The 
municipal authorities of Puente Genil (Provinoe of Cordoba) have 
also called for tenders for a similar concession, the duration in 
this case, however, being only six years. 


" Uru£uay, —Monts VIDEO.—March 29th. State Power 
ouse, Single and three-phase meters. Oopy of the specification 
(in Spanish), conditions of tender and a list of spares to bs pro- 
vided (also of a similar call for tenders for 500 d.c. meters for the 
provinces), can be seen at the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Boom 48), 35, Old Queen Street, S. W. I. 

February 21st. State Power House. Electrical accessories, in- 
oluding plug fuses, branching blocks, cut-oute, keys and switches. 
A copy of the Spanish text and the blue prints can be seen at the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, S.W. 1. 


CLOSED. 


Barnes.— Urban District Council. English Electric 


Oo., Ltd., interconnecting cables for coupling up alternator and 
switchboard, rotary converter, and transformer, ke. 


ene ik — ace Committee. Recommended. 
ectric Oo., Ltd., electric battery locomotive, 
on the railway sidings at Dalmarnook, "rir iioc 


Government Contracts.—New Contracts pl uring 
December, 1920 :— rica pene 


ADMIRALTY (CONTRACT AND PURCHASE DEPARTMENT). 
Batteries for 9-in. torches.—Ever Ready Co. (Great Britai 
. Coil winding machines.—Nevilles, Ltd. oe PEE 
Conduit tubing and accessories.—Barton & Sons, Ltd.: J. Birch 
. Ltd.; Brotherton, Ediswan Tubes & Conduits, Ltd. J 0 
Micanite and insulating materlals.— loco Proofing Co., Ltd.: Micanite & 
Insulators, Ltd.; J. North Hardy & Co., Ltd.; R. Whiffen. 
Motors and motor - generator set.—Brush Electrical Engineering Co., Ltd. 
200-K W motor generator, &c.—W. H. Allen, Son & Co., Ltd. 
Selector switchboard and panels.—Park Royal Engineering Co., Ltd. 


War OFFICE. 


. Distributing boards.—General Electric Co., Ltd. 
Electric lamps.—English Electric & Siemens Supplies, Ltd.; General Elec- 
tric Co., Ltd. 
Pack sets.—Marconi Wireless Telegraph Co. 
Rotary transformers.—Newton Bros (Derby), Ltd. 


Al MINISTRY. 


Electric wiring, Donibristle.—S Dixon & Sons, Ltd. 
Generators.—Evershed & Vigno) s, Ltd. 
Ignition vibrators.—H. W. Suli 71. 


Post ''rricr. 


Telegraph apparatus.—Siemens Bn, & Co., Ltd. 

Telephone  apparatus.—Automatic ‘Telephone Manufacturing Co., Ltd.; 
British L.M. Ericsson Manufacturing, Co., Ltd.; International Electric 
Co., Ltd.; Phanix Telephone and Electric Works, Ltd.; Siemens Bros. 
& Co., Ltd.; Sterling Telephone and Electric Co., Ltd.; Western 
Electric Co., Ltd. 


Electric light cable.—Hackbridie Cable Co., Ltd. 

Submarine cable.—Telegraph Construction & Maintenance Co., Ltd. 

Telegraph and telephone cable.—Macintosh Cable Co., Ltd.; New @utta- 

ercha Co., Ltd. 

Condensers.—Telegraph Condenser Co., Ltd. 

Earth clips.—Farmer & Co. 

Cords for telephones.—Pheenix Telephone & Electric Works, Ltd. 

Ducts.—Doulton & Co., Ltd. 

Insulators.—Bullers, Ltd. 

Indicator lamps.—General Electric Co., Ltd. 

Laying conduits.—Preston-Blackpool (Section II): W. Dobson. Harrow 
(Headstone Road): G. J. Anderson. Hornsey (Coleridge Road): J. 
Abrahams, Ltd. London-Bristol-Newport (J, W. Section VI) and Man- 
chester (Piccadilly and Newton Street, pneumatic tubes): E. E 
Jeavons & Co., Ltd. North-Eastern Post Office engineering district : 
W. Irwin & Co. North Wales Post Office engineering district : Hodge 
Bros. (Contractors), Ltd. Walthamstow (Palmerton Road): W. & " 
French. Wandsworth Conunon (Trinity Road) and Norwood (Vermont 
Road): J. Mowlem & Co., Ltd. 

Manufacture, supply, drawing-in and jointing of cable.—Hampstead-Hendon 
Junction: Johnson & Phillips, Ltd. ull- Grimsby: W. T. Glover & 
Co., Ltd. Paisley-Greenock : British Insulated & Helsby Cables, Ltd. 

Earth plates.—Farringdon Works & H. Pontifex & Sons, Ltd. 

Charging sets.—-A. Lyon & Co. 

Telephones.—Western Electric Co., Ltd. 

Telephone exchange equipment.—Bromley and Walthamstow: Western 
Slectric Co., Ltd. Luton: Peel-Conner Telephone Works, Ltd.; sub- 
contractors for batteries, Tudor Accumulator Co., Ltd., for charging 
sets, Crompton & Co. 

Electric light wire.—Macintosh Cable Co., Ltd. 

V.I.R. wire.—W. Geipel & Co., Hackbridge Cable Co., Ltd. 

HicH COMMISSIONER FOR INDIA. 

Telephone apparatus.—Peel Conner Telephone Works, Ltd. 

Carbon brushes.— Morgan Crucible Co., Ltd. 

Cable.—General Electric Co., Ltd.; W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd.; Johnson & 
Phillips, Ltd.; Peel Conner Telephone Works, Ltd. 

Cells.—Chloride Electrical Storage Co., Ltd.; Edison Accumulators, Ltd. 

Sections for cells.—Tudor Accumulator Co. 

Dynamos.—J. Stone & Co., Ltd. 

Welding equipment.—Metro.-Vickers Electrical Export Co. 

Electric fans.—Crompton & Co., Ltd.; General Electric Co., Ltd.; J. 
Stone & Co., Ltd.; Veritys, Ltd. 

Fuses.—W. T. Henley's Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. 

Generating sets, &c.—Lancashire Dynamo & Motor Co., Ltd. 

Lamp holders.—Edison Swan Electrical Co., Ltd. 

Meters.—Reason Mano Urin Co., Ltd. 

Protectors, &c.—Peel Conner Telephone Works, Ltd. ; 

Salammoniac.—Brunner, Mond & Co., Ltd. 

Switchboards.—Kartret Engineering Co., Ltd.; Peel Conner Telephone 
Works, Ltd. 

Copper wire.—T. Bolton & Sons, Ltd.; W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd.; London 
Electric Wire Co. & Smiths, Ltd. 

fron wire.—Dorman, Long & Co., Ltd.; R. Johnson & Nephew; Rylande 
Bros.; Whitecross Co., Ltd. 

Fuse wires.—General Electric Co., Ltd. 

Crown AGENTS FOR THE COLONIES. 

Battery.—Premier Accumulator Co. 

Battery materials.—Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. 

Cable.—W. T. Henley's Telegraph Works Co., Ltd.; Hooper's Telegraph 
and India-Rubber Works, Ltd. e 

Cable joint boxes.—W. T. Henley's Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. 

Electric light fittings.—Chloride Electrical Storage Co., Ltd. 

Electric light fittings for train.—Mather & Platt, Ltd. 

Electric welding plant.—Metro.-Vickers Electric 'Export Co., Ltd. 

Insulators.—Bullers, Ltd. 

Joint boxes.—Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. 

Lamps.—Edison Swan Electric Co., Ltd. 

Telegraph ironwork.—Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. 

Telegraph line material.—Bullers, Ltd.; Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd 

Telephone materials.—British L.M. Ericsson Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 

Telephone sets.—Peel-Conner Telephone Works, Ltd. 

Insulated wire.—Hooper's Telegraph & India-Rubber Works, Ltd. 

H.D. copper wire.—K. Johnson & Nephew, Ltd.; Shropshire Iron Co., Lad 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND TECHNICAL INSTRUCTION FOR IRELAND. 


Electric lighting work at the Department's Ulster Dairy School, Cooks- 
town. Ferguson & Bruty, Ltd. 
lus.ic. Works, DUBLIN. 
Belfast.—Plumbing, gasfitting and electrical works and supplies: A. 
Stevenson. 


London.—L.C.C. Establishment Committee. Electric 
motors required in connection with the electrical work at the new 
County Hall :— 

Crompton & Co., Ltd. (accepted) 
Veritys, Ltd. ER ee nn Se " 
Electromotors, Ltd. .. «i ee T T “is 1 

General Electric Oo., Ltd. is - T ae 14,285 

Newport.—lIsuLE or Wicat.—Town Council. Isle of 
Wight Electrio Light Oo.— Electric light installation, new houses, 
from £11 1s. to £14 17s. per house. 


St. Dunstan’s Massage Clinic.—We have received from 
the authorities of St. Dunstan's Hostel for Blinded Soldiers 
and Sailors particulars of a massage clinic recently opened at 
18, Ohristopher Street, Finsbury Square, EC. 3. E is 
managed on the most modern lines, the equipment including 
faradic, galvanic, radiant heat and other apparatus. The efficiency 
of the masseurs, who are all blinded soldiers, with a sighted massewse 
in charge, is vouched for by a number of eminent. medical men. 
We are also informed that many blinded soldier masseurs have set 
up clinios of their own in various parts of London; a list of 
these is obtainable from St. Dunstan's. 


A Kinema Improvement.—Captain Raymond Phillips, 
who was in chargeof the inspection of optical instruments and range- 
finders in the Irish military command during the war, has invented a 
new means of projecting kinema pictures. He gavea Daily Mail 
representative a demonstration of his method of stereoscopic 
projection recently. Projecting * in the ordinary 
way, he makes them zig-zag on to a series of specially-prepared 
mirrors and through a prism before they reach the screen. In 
this way pictures be:ome markedly more detailed and lees “blurry”; 
2 ft. to 3 ft. deeper,“ and steadier, ; ES 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Electrical Sooclety.—Friday, Jan 98th. Atthe Philosophical 
Institute. At 8 p.m. Papers on Eleetrical Wonders in Guernsey,” by 
Mr. E. C. Catford. 


Physical Seciety of London. — Friday, January 28th, At the Imperial 
College of Science, South Kensington, S. W. At6 p.m. Ordinary meeting. 


tiom of Engineers-in e.—Saturday, January 29th. At Bt. 
Bride's Institute, Bride Lane, E. O. At 7 p.m. Discussion on The 
Association and its Future Activities.“ To be opened by Mr. A. E. Penn. 


Biaschester Association of Engineers.—Saturday, January 29th. At the 
Memorial Hall, Albert Square. At 7 p.m. Paper on Cast Iron v. Semi- 
Steel, by Mr. E. Wheeler. 


of Electrical Engineers. — Informal Meeting. — Monday, 
January sist. At the Institute of Patent Agents, Staple Inn Buildings, 
W.C. At 7 p.m. Discussion on Possible Economies in House Wiring.” 
To be opened by Mr. L. Milne. 
(East Midland Sub-Centre).—Tuesday, February lst. At the Tech- 
nical College, Derby. At 7tp.m. Paper on Recent Developments in 
Wireless Telegraphy and Telephony," by Mr. W. O. Ridley. 


Wireless Society. — Wednesday, February 3nd. At 7.90 p.m. 
Paper on The History of the Telephone, by Mr. A. Marr. 


Paisley Association of Engineers. — Wednesday, February 2nd. At the 
T. M. C. A. Buildings, 25, High Street, At 7.80 p.m. Paper on Wireless 
Telegraphy and Telephony," by Mr. D. McKay. 


Royal Society of Arts. — Wednesday, February ind. At John Street, 
Adelphi, W.C. At 8 p.m. Paper on Oil Burning Methods in Various 
Parte of the World," by Me. A. F. Bailie. 


Thursday, February ard. At Burlington House,: Picca- 
dilly, W. AtSp.m. Informal meeting. 


Chelmsford eee tonic, Act on February 8rd. At the East 
Anglian Institute of icultnre. At 7 p.m. Paper on Some Useful 
Metal-testing Machines,” by Mr. H. 8. Primrose. 


Institution of Great BER Eriday, Feb 4th. At Albemarle 
treet, W. I. At9p.m. Lecture on The Electrical Expression of Human 
Emotion, by Dr. A. D. Waller, F. R. S. 


NOTES. 


The Electrical Review" Index. — The Index to 
Vol. LXXX VII of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW is now ready, and will 
be supplied for 6d., post free, on application to the Publisher, 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, E C. 4. 


Cheap Power.—A correspondent to Power recently drew 
attention to a circular issued by a wind motor" company. This 
would appear to be another of those schemes for obtaining power 
for nothing which crop up every now and again. The idea is to 
employ the natural draught given by a 250-ft. chimney shaft to 
drive an air turbine fixed in the base of the shaft. To meet with 
any quota of success the draught would surely have to be an 
“unnatural” one. The correspondent states that a recent test 
showed the output Of the turbine (11 ft. in diameter) to be 47 h.p. 
at 80 r.p.m., but he adds: “I was fortunate enough to meet a man 
who happened to see the test, and he informed me that there was 
a brisk coke fire burning in the base of the stack during the run." 


Service Notes. Warrant Electrician T. Barham has 
been appointed to the battleship Benbow; Warrant Eleotrician 
T. B. Hopkins to the battleship Ærin, for group of reserve ships ; 
Warrant Electrician W. Sweany, to Greenwich ; Warrant Elec- 
trician A. C. Cornhill, to battleship Colossus, for group of reserve 
ships; Warrant Electrician J. Belcher, to the battleship Warspite, 
from the 19th inst.; Warrant Telegraphist S. W. Francis has been 
posted to the Pembroke, depót ship at Chatham, for service with 
the Signal School, Chatham ; Commissioned Telegraphist Walter 
Turnbull has been appointed to the charge of the wireless station 
at Ascension—the lonely island in the South Atlantic lying 
between the Coast of Brazil and the West Coast of Africa, 1,450 
miles off the latter. 


Finsbury Old Students’ Associatlon.—^A dinner was 

, on Jan 20th, at the Grand Hotel, Manchester, by a 
number of Old Finsbury Students, for the purpose of forming a 
local section of the Finsbury Technical Oollege Old Students’ 
Association. Mr, Eustace Thomas ocoupied the chair, and was 
supported by Prof. Miles Walker, Messrs. A. P. M. Fleming, A. G. 
Livesay, Linch, and other prominent local old students. After the 
dinner and the formal business of establishing the section, a short 
musical programme was rendered. The Hon. Local Secretary is 
Mr, H. F. Ooucher, 9, Cartwright Road, Chorlton-cum-Hardy. 


Automobile Exhibition at Basle.—An International 
Automobile Exhibition is to be held at Basle from May 28th to 
Jane 8th. The Committee of Organisation has eent us a booklet of 
rules and regulations in connection with the Exhibition. We note 
that a total area of 20,000 sq. metres has been taken over by the 
Basle section of the Swiss Automobile Olub, and exhibits are to be 
classified under nine heads, including passenger and touring auto- 
mobiles, lorries, {motor cycles, accessories, &o. The booklet and 
further details may be obtained from the Swiss Legation, 32, Queen 
Anne Street, Cavendish Square, W. 


Electrolytic Copper Production in Sweden.—Some 
weeks ago we referred to the situation of the A. B. Elektrolytverken, 
which company was formed in 1918 by some of the largest Swedish 
consumers of copper and owners of copper ore deposits, for the pro- 
daction of eleetrolytio copper, 20 as to meet the most pressing 
requirements in this respect. Svenska Dagbladet now announces 
that as it has been impossible to obtain increased guarantees for 
the company's loan, the shareholders have unanimously decided to 
liquidate the company. 


The Electrical Trades Benevolent Institution.—A 
meeting was held at the Engineers’ Club, Manchester, in December 
last, to discuss the advisability of forming a local Advisory Oom- 
mittee, at the instance of Mr. Farthing, who expressed regret at 
the fact that little was known in Manchester with regard to the 
objects of the Benevolent Institution, As the result of the dis- 
cussion, a meeting was held on January 10th at which Mr. Hawes, 
the seoretary, gave an address outlining the objects and organisa- 
tion of the Institution, and the method of conducting looal 
Advisory Committees. The meeting then elected Mr. J. A. 
Robertson as chairman; Mr. J. H. Farthing, vice-chairman ; Mr. 
W. J. Smith, secretary ; and Messrs. Phillips, Scott, Shaw, Walker, 
Quanz, Hall, and Kirkham, as members of Committee. It was 
agreed that the representatives of local electrical associations 
should be added to the Committee. 

As mentioned elsewhere in this issue, the Benevolent Institution 
is this year going to on an energetic campaign for the 
purpose of establishing the fund on a sound basis; in this the 
Executive Committee will be very greatly helped by the local 
Advisory Committees, and in view of the density of population, 
electrically speaking, of the Manchester area, it cannot be doubted 
that the new Advisory Committee will be in a position to “ make 
things hum." We must confess to some surprise on learning that 
a district so important and wide-awake as this not only had no 
Advisory Committee, but actually knew very little about the 
Benevolent Institution. Now that it has come forward to bear its 
share of the burden, we confidently look to Manchester to put all 
previous achievements in the shade, Up to now the fund has 
with difficulty been jacked up to a beggarly £12,000 or so; we 
expect Manchester to put on £20,000 more in the first year, with- 
out starting a rivet or blowing a single fuse. The fund ought to 
pass the £50,000 mark this year, if the electrical industry does 
justice to its lofty ideals. Let Service be the watchword ! 

We will gladly assist the movement by all means within our 
power. 


The Royal Air Force.— The Inspector of Recruiting, 
R.A.F., states that there is still a large number of vacancies in this 
arm of the Service for skilled men of a number of trades. The list 
includes electricians, wireleas operaturs and mechanics, instrument 
makers, engine drivers, xo. Everything is being done to make the 
life attractive, and a man joining the Force will certainly not be 
wasting his time. 


Awards for War Inventions.—According to the Daily 
Chronicle, in the first report of the Royal Commission on Awards 
to Inventors, just issued, it is stated that among the awards 
already made are the following :— 


Mesars. Gwynnes, Ltd. (engines for aeroplanes) ^.» £110,375 
Capt. W. S. Tucker (hot wire microphone) - 4,000 


Lieut. R. F. Power (aerial target) wats zio sii 2,345 
Dr. E. Prassone and Major Luigi Avorio (kite balloons) 4,600 
Meesrs. Sopwith (synchronising gear)... iow dés 8,950 
Dr. Hele-Shaw (pneumatic olut eb) T ios 8,000 
Messrs. Vandervell and Mr. A. H. Midgeley ( ' Allways" 

fuses) ... "m vis HUS 865 aan «ee» 14,000 
Mr. H. H. R. Green (electrically-controlled switches) 7,500 
Memrs. Hobson, Ltd. (carburettors) ) 105 oe 35.031 
Late Dr. E. Ruesell-Clarke (improvements in wireless 

telegraphy and aircraft devices) ... -— eue 8,000 
Major A. C. Fuller (“ Fullerphone ) ... 3, 500 & 1,250 


Fatalities.—On January 19th, Henry Tonge, of West- 
houghton, was going to work when he became entangled with some 
electric wires, dislocated during a storm, with fatal results. 

A case described by the coroner as "extremely puzzling” was 
investigated at Palmer's Green last week. A 16-year-old schoolboy, 
Eric Walter Bishop, was, according to the Evening News, found 
dead in a bath at his home, and an electric heater was found in 
the bath. Dr. Spilsbury said death was due to syncope 
disease of the heart muscles, as part of the oondition of status 
lymphaticus. Death followed some shock, but he was unable to 
say what that shock was. An expert said that if the boy had been 
sitting in the water and dipped the heater when the ourrent was 
switched on he would have had a shook. the strength of whioh 
would depend upon the conductivity of the water. He thought 
the chanoes that the boy got such a shock were very remote. 
1 75 coroner returned a verdict in accordance with Dr. Spilsbury's 
evidenoe. 


Exhibitions in the Netherlands East Indies, 1921.— 
British manufacturers and exporters who seek to develop trade in 
the Netherlands East Indies, should be interested in the announoe- 
ment that the Second Netheriands East Indies Fair is to be held at 
Bandoeng (Java) from September 19th to October 9th of this year. 
The fair will be international in character, and will offer manu- 
facturers an opportunity of exhibiting wares of all kinds to a vast 
number of potential buyers in the East. Everything that pertains 
to industry, commerce and agriculture will be represented at the 
Fair, and a Motor Vehicle and Tractor Exhibition will be held 
simultaneously in the same town. Preliminary arrangements are 
well forward, and a booklet setting forth all details is being pre- 
pared by the British Chamber of Oommerce for the Netherlands 
East Indies, to whom, at 38, Dover Street, London, W. 1, all 
inquiries in connection with this Fair and the concurrent exhibition 
should be addressed. 


Radium Ore in Madagascar.—It is announced in Paris 
that radium ore has been found on an island of Madagascar of such 
5 that one gramme of metal oan de extracted from 10 tons 
of ore, 
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Birmingham Ualverslty.— The General Electric Co., 
Ltd., has contributed £1,000 in answer to the appeal of the 
University of Birmingham. 


Dinner.— Portsmouth members of the Electrical Power 
Engineers’ Association and the Electricity Supply Commercial Asso- 
ciation held their first annual dinner at Kimbells Restaurant, last 
Saturday evening. About 60, including wives and friends, sat 
down. Mr. B. Handley, acting engineer and manager, Portsmouth 
Corporation Electricity Supply, presided, and was supported by 
Councillor A. Hemingway, of the Portsmouth Electric Lighting 
Committee. Visiting members from Brighton, Southampton, &c., 
were present. After dinner an impromptu programme of songs, 
toasts, &c., was contributed. Mr. P. L. Weir, acting station super- 
intendent, Portsmouth electricity works, organised the gathering. 


 Appolatments Vacant.—Electricity accounts and ledger 
clerk, for the Hackney Borough Council Electricity Department ; 
mains foreman (116s.), for the County Borough of Newport Elec- 
tricity Department ; shift engineer. for the Manchester Corporation 
Electricity Department. (See our advertisement pages to-day.) 


Overhead Arc Welding.— Mr. O. H. Eschholz, recently 
contributed an article to the Electrical World on the above subject. 
He states that under the extreme condition of overhead welding, 
when the forceof gravity is opposing the transfer of metal, greater 
manipulative skill is required than when gravity partly or com- 
pletely assists, as in vertical or down ward welding. To convey the 
globule which forms on the end of the wire electrode to the plate, 
the lifting force must exceed the retaining forces of gravity, 
cohesion and surface tension at the wire perimeter. Gravity is 
diminished by keeping the globule on the electrode as small as 
possible. Experience has shown that the presence of iron oxide, 
iron carbide, manganese, &c, in the electrode decreases surface 
tension and cohesion. These last forces may also be diminished 
by the use of small diameter electrodes, 

The cycle of deposition in the case of overhead welding seems to 
be as follows :—The metal at each terminal is liquified upon the 
arc being struck ; the molten electrode assumes a spherical form 
due to surface tension; this globule is enlarged with continued 
application of energy until its upper surface is brought into contact 
with the overhead pool, thereby short-circuiting the arc stream, and 
causing the lifting forces to act upon it; forces of surface tension 
and adhesion at the contact area cause the globule to spread over 
the plate surface ; as the metal spreads, the area in contact with 
the plate, aud therefore the lifting forces, are increased, causing 
an acceleration in metal transfer; these forces act until the 
globule is lifted off the end of the electrode, when the short-circuit 
is broken, and the arc re-established. i l 

It is preferable to select candidates for overhead work from 
competent downward welders. The training is graduated from 
vertical welding, through increasing angles, until fiaally the 
overhead position is reached. The special characteristics of the 
arc are fully explained, and the phenomena of metal transfer 
demonstrated. Overhead batt joints are prepared in a similar 
manner to ordinary butt joints being scarfed from 60° to 90°, with 
a free distance of from py in. to à, in. The successful welding 
of an overhead butt joint is chiefly dependent upon the complete- 
E which the initial layer fuses together the apex of the 
join 
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INSTITUTION NOTES. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers.—SovTH MIDLAND TERRI- 
TORIAL CENTRE.—The annual dinner of the Centre took place at 
the Grand Hotel, Birmingham, on Friday last, and was very largely 
attended. Mr. F. Forrest, chairman of the Centre, presided. 
After the loyal toast, the toast of The Institution of Electrical 
Engineers" was proposed by the chairman, who, speaking of the 
increased. membership, expressed the hope that the time would 
come when any person who desired to attain to a position of 
responsibility in his profession would have to prove the soundness 
of his knowledge and the extent of his training by becoming a 
member of the Institution. In responding, Mr. Ll. B. Atkinson, 
president, observed that this was a “jubilee” of the Institution, in 
that it was the fiftieth session. The membership was over 9,000, 
and was larger than that of any other Institution. The increase 
last year was the greatest for any one year. There were more 
than 1,000 new students in the Institution. Could anything speak 
more forcefully of the confideace engineers had in electricity ? 
The question of raising the status of engineers by some mode of 
registration had been raised by the Bill of the Institution of Civil 
Engineera last year, and would not be allowed to drop; it might 
be desirable to have a discussion on the subject in London. 
The relations between the great engineering institutions were 
most cordial; the time was perhaps not ripa yet for 
their joint accommodation in one large building, but the 
Institution had given a lead in the establishment of lae: | 
centres, and that lead was folluwed by other Institutions. Tha 
question that occurred tu him was whether these local Institutions 
might fiad some common roof, library, and meeting ground, ao that 
the great expense that attached to the provision of these faciliti- 6 
might be shared and made easier in local centres where otherwies 
it might be impossible. The toast of " The Electrical Industry " 
was proposed by Mr. Gilbert C. Vyle (managing director, Messrs. 
Averys, Ltd.), who urged the importance of manufacturers and 
factors buying, as far as possible, in thie country. He was afraid 
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the fetish of cheapness was again gaining inflaenoe. It seem»d to 
him utterly futile, for the saks of the difference in money value, to 
pay the foreigners' wages. He hoped those in this country who were 
placing contracts for electrical gear would look at the quality ol 
the stuff, and not decide altozether upon the question of price. 
Amalgamations might do much good by specialising manufacture 
and reducing competition, but they must not make profite at 
the expense of the customer; the profits must be derived 
from internal economies and shared with the user. If they 
obtained cheap power, they would get uses for electrical gear all 
over the country, and he bad hopes of ths hydro-electric schemes. 
comirg to fruition, In reply, Mr. P. J. Pybus (joint managing 
director, English Electric Co., Ltd.) commented upon the slowness 
with which schemes for the electrification of railways were being 
handled in this country. It would be a great step forward if the 
Government, workiog with responsible business men, endeavoured 
to find some means for alleviating unemployment by undertaking 
really useful works. 

Mr. N. B. Rosher, O.B.E., proposed " Kindred Societies and 
Guests,” and mentionel that it was proposed to hold a joint 
meeting of civil, mechanical, and electrical engineers in Bir- 
mingham to discuss the Severn barrage scheme, Mr. J. D. Wateon 
responded. 

A musical entertainment followed, and brought a very successful 
evening to an end. N 

The annual dinner of the Institution will be held on March 3rd, 
at the Hotel Cecil, at 7 for 7.30 pm. Mr Ll. B. Atkinson will 
preside. 

LIVERPOOL STUDENTS! SvB.CENTRE.—À joint meeting of the 
Institution with the Liverpool University Engineering Society will 
be held on February 3rd, at 7 p.m, at the Laboratories of Applied 
Electricity, when Mr. J. A. Robertson, M. I. E. E., will lecture on 
" Lord Kelvin: His Life and Work." 

STUDENTS SECTION A j int visit of the North-Eastern Students’ 
Section of the Institution of Electrical Engineers and the Junior 
Institution of Engineers to the Heaton Works of Messrs. C. A. 
Parsons & Co., Ltd., took place on January 15th. Upwards of 100 
members availed themselves of the opportunity, aud the tour of 
the works was carried out in a most thorough manner, a definite 
time having been allowed each party in the zarions shops. 


Belfast Association of Engineers. —On January 27th, Mr. Richard 
P. Terry read & paper on " The Mechanical Handling and Conveying 
of Material," dealing very fully with the advantages and dis- 
advantages of various systems. 

Brighton Electric Traction and Radio Club.—This clab was 
formed recently for the exchange of views and reading of papers 
upon the subjects suggested by itstitle. The radio section will 
cover " wired " telegraphy and telephony. 

Liverpool Engineering Society. —At & meeting of the Society, 
held on January 19th, Prof. W. Mason, D.Sc, read a paper on 
"Impact Testing,“ describing a number of methods. 


The Royal Institution.—Oa Saturday. February 12th Prof. A. 
Fowler commences a cours» of three lectures on Spectroscopy." 
The Friday evening discourse on February 4th will be delivered by 
Dr. A. D. Waller, on ' Tbe Electrical Expression of Human 
Emotion." | 


OUR PERSONAL COLUMN. 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
teohwioal or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also electric tramway and railway officials, to kesp readers of the 
ELECTBICAL REVIEW posted as (o their movements, 


THE claim of Mr. A. P. RUTHERFORD, late burgh engineer at 
Leith, against the Edinburgh Council. is for £6,500, not £500, as 
stated in this column last week. 

At the English Electric Co.'s Ordnance Works, Coventry, last 
Saturday, MR. F. H. MESCE, of the small tools department, was 
presented with a clock on his leaving to take up business on his 
own account, l 

Falkirk Corporation has increased the salary of the electrical 
engineer to £650 per annum. l 

Halifax Tramways Committee has accepted the resignations of 
the chairman (Alderman C. F. Spence:), the vic3-chairman 
(Alderman A. Broadley), and the chairman of the Sub-Committee 
(Mr. R. Stirk). which were tendered recent!y as a protest against 
the Town Council's refusal, on two occasions, to accept the Tram- 
ways Committee's recommendations with regard to the appoint- 
ment of & general manager. The Committee has appointed the 
Mayor (Alderman T. Hey) as chair:nan pro tem., the other vacant 
offices being left over. The Committee decided to advertise for a 
general tramways manager, in accordance with the demand of the 
Town Council, aad to recommend the Town Council to grant an 
hono rium to Mr. J. D. CAIRD, traffis manager, who has been 
too ill to attend to duty for sometime, instead of the annual grant 
for three years which was prev.ously recommended, and refused 
by the Council. 

Mx R. L. ACLAND, M.I E.E., has joined the staff of Agricultural 
and General Engineers, Ltd., of Central House, Kingsway, W.C. 2, 
in charge of their electrical interests in the North of England, 
including the Garrett electrical vehicle. l ' 

The Board of Trade Journıl announces that MR G. T. MILNE, 
H.M. Trade Commissioner, stationed at headquarters, will beleaying 
early in February for Trinidad, where he will act temporarily a$ 
H.M. Trade Commissioner in the British' West Indies Jurküg the 
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absence of Mr. A. J. Pavitt from his post. Mr. Milne will be glad 
to meet any representatives of firms who may wish to see him 
regarding any matter affecting their interests in the West Indies 
at the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
Westminster, S.W. 1, by appointment. 


Obituary, —CAPT. J. ADAMS.— We regret to announce that Capt. 
J. Adams, of the new cable steamer Lord Kelvin, met with a fatal 
accident at Halifax, Nova Scotia, on New Year's Day. He was 
formerly in charge of the Anglo-American Co.'s cable steamer 
Miria, and was associated with the latter steamer for over 25 
years. He was motoring back to his home when, on passing over 
a level crossing, an express train smashed into the car, killing both 
ae 5 instantaneously. He leaves a widow and two 

n. 


Wills.—The late MR. THEODORE NEWTON VAIL, president 
of tho American Telegraph and Telephone Co. and other conoerna, 
left property in excess of £1,000,000 in value, of which £46,456 
was the gross value of the estate in the United Kingdom. Con- 
siderable amounts were bequeathed to universities, technical 
colleges and institutes in the U.S.A. 

MB. FRANKLIN HILTON, M.LOE, M.LM.E., chairman of 
Browett, Lindley & Co., left £30,398 net, and £33,392 gross, 


personalty. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Santon, Ltd. (172,/31).— Private company. Registered 
January 21st. Capital, £4,000 in £1 shares. To take over the business of 
electrical engineers carried on by H. C. Sanders, J. F. Fulton, R. C. Taylor 
and C. W. Buckley at 34, Bridge Street, Newport, as the Santon Engineer- 
ing Co." The first directors are: H. C. Sanders, 34, Bridge Street, New- 
p Mon.; J. F. Fulton, 40, Bryngwyn Road, Newport, Mon.; R. C. Taylor, 

, Bryngwyn Road, Newport, Mon.; C. W. Buckicy, 19, Stockton Road, 
Newport, Mon. Secretary: R. Regist red office: 34, Bridge 
Street, Newport, Mon. 


Scottish Electric Lamp Repairing Co.; Ltd. (11,582).— 
Private company. Registered in Edinburgh January I7th. Capital, £15,000 
is £1 shares. To acquire a licence granted or to be granted by the Allies 
Elecuic Lamp Repairing Co., Ltd., London, to use certain patents, machinery 
and appliances, and to carry on the business of manufacturers, importers, 
exporters, cepairers and fitters of and dealers in electric lamps, &c. — The 
subscribers (cach with one share) are: C. Cochran, 50, West Regent Strcet, 
Glasgow, solicitor; Jessie Allan, 55, West Regent Street, Glasgow, typist. 
The first directors are: W. Crawford, Alma, Potterhill Avenue, Paisley; and 
] M. Scott-Maxwell, Baillieston House, Baillieston. Registered office: Aber- 
cxn Lamp Works, Niddry Street, Paisley. 


Orienair Flour Mill Ventilating Co., Ltd. (172,619). Pri- 


vate company. Registered January lóth. Capital, £1,200. in £1 shares. To 
carry on the business of manufacturers of ventilating installations, &c. The 
subscribers (each with one share) are: Audsley, 15, Belmont Terrace, 
Crackenedge, Dewsbury, clerk; C. Halstead, Ash Villa, Belle Vue Road, 
Sandal, Wakefield, clerk. The first directors are to be appointed by the 
subscribers. Ozonair, Ltd., may appoint one director during the continuance 
of the licence granted to the company. Solicitor: W. H. Kingswell, 36, 
Wood Street, Wakefield. 


Unique, Ltd. (172040 rivate company. Registered 
Jenuary 17th. Capital, £500 in £l shares. To carry on the business ot 
manufacturers of and dealers in lamp shades, electric and gas globes and 
fittings, &c. The permanent directors are: D. A. Abrahams, Maitland Cot- 
tage, Earlham Grove, Forest Gate, Essex; H. F. Kean, 50, Northumberland 
Avenue, Wanstead, Essex. Secretary: H. F. Kean. Registered office: 25, 


Shaítesbury Avenue, W.C 


. Rail Welding Co., Ltd. (172,636).—Private company. 
Registered January 17th. Capital, £30,000 in £l shares (10,000 10 per cent. 
cumulative preference). To take over the business of a rail welder carried 
on by E. Jacob at 119, Victoria Street, Westminster, and at Upper Kening: 
ton Lane, S.E., as the Rail Welding Co." The first directors are: 3 
Jacob, 11, Chalcot Gardens, N.W.; F. 5. A. Lowndes, 9, Barton Street, West- 
minster; A. P. Strohmenger, Canal Court, Sunningdale, Berks. Registered 
office: 119, Victoria Street, Westminster, S. W. I. 

(172,644) .—Private 


Aladdin Lamps (Midlands), Ltd. 
company. Registered January 18th. Capital, £35,000 in £1 shares (25,000 
preference). To take over the business of electric lamp manufacturers and 
agents carried on by the New Process Electric Lamp Co., Ltd., at Sherborne 
Street, Birmingham, and elsewhere, including the benefit of an agreement 
with the Aladdin Renew Electric Lamp Corporation, Ltd., of a licence thereby 
to be grante’ with the eight to purchase a certain electric installation and 
ant of Tre'«eo Works, Ladywood, Birmingham, &c. The first directore are: 
. Coxon, 20, Calton Avenue, Wavertree, Liverpool; W. A. Williams, Whin- 
moor, Jubilee Road, Formby; J. T. Jones, 67, rd Street, Liverpool. Quali- 
fication, £100. Registered office: Sherborne Street, Birmingham. 


Tully Gas Plants, Ltd. (172,091).—Registered January 
19th. Capital, £150,000 in £1 shares (100,000 8 per cunt. cumulative parti- 
Gipating preference shares and 50,000 ordinary). To acquire the undertaking, 
assets and. liabilities of Bale and Hardy, Ltd., and to oarry on the business 
of contractors, clectricians, electrical and gas engineers, founders, smiths, &c. 
Purchase consideration, £43,650, payable in shares. The first directors are: 
C. B. Tully, Grey House, Carlton-on-Trent, Newark; P. P. Sandford, 8, 
Phillimore Gardens, Kensington, W.8; J. W. Tully, 39, Penywern Road, 
Earl's Court, S. W.; Lt.-Col. H. Thorpe. Coddington Moor, Newark. Mini- 
mum cash subscription, seven shares. Qualification (except first directors), 
£100. Remuneration, £100 each per annum (chairman, £125), free of income 
tax. Solicitor: G. E. Bruce Millar, Pomeroy House, 28a, Dasinghall Street, 


B.C. 


C. Taylor. 
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RBTURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
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H. W. Smith & Co. (1920),. Ltd.—Mortgage dated 
December 9th, 1920, to secure all moneys due or to become due from company 
to Lloyd's Bank, Ltd., not exceding £50,000 charged on certain frechold pre- 
mises at Lydbrook Junction, Glos. 

Patex, Ltd.—Issue on December 30th, 1920, of £650 de- 
Ventures part of a series. (Previously issued, £1,100.) 
^ Yorkshire Cable Co., Ltd.—Debenture dated December 
fers, 1920. to secure all: moneys which the mortgagees may be called upon 
to pay. under 3 guarantee to company's bankers, not exceeding 27,000. 


East Anglian Electricity, Ltd.—Particulars of £10,000 
second mortgage debentures authorised January 4th, 1921; whole amount 
issued; charged on company's undertaking and property, present and future, 
including uncalled capital. 


Minehead Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Trust deed dated 
December 3lst, 1920, to secure £12,000 debenture stock charged on leasehold 
property. at Alcombe, Somerset, and company's other assets present and 
uture, including uncalled capital, Trustees: H. D. Leather, t Parade 
Chambers, Leeds; F. Rishdon, Williton, Somerset. 


Park Royal Engineering Works, Ltd.—Satisfaction to the 
extent of £2,000 on November 23rd, 1920, of second mortgage debenture 
authorised May 10th, 1915, securing any moneys up to £2,000 which may be 
paid under a guarantee to the company's bankers. - 
Marsh Bros. (Electricians), -Ltd.—Mortgage dated 


December 3lst, 1920, to secure all moneys due or to become due from com- 
any to London Joint City and Midland Bank, Ltd., charged on the Sheffield 
lectrical Works. 


Ebonestos Insulators, Ltd.—Particulars of £20,000 deben- 
tures authorised January llth, 1921; whole amount issued; charged on com- 
pany è undertaking and property, present and future, including uncalled 
capital. 


Engimeering Equipment Co. (1919), Ltd.—Issue on Janu- 


ary Gth, 1921, of £500 debentures, part of a series already registered. 


Hudson's Electrical Engineering Co., Ltd.—Particulars of 
£2,000 debentures authorised December 30th, 1930; whole amount issued; 
charged on the company's undertaking and property, present and future, in- 


cluding uncalled capital. 
Wigan  Electro-Metallurgical Works, Ltd.—Debenture 


dated December 20th, 1920, to secure £186 10s., Wig d on company's under- 
taking and property, including uncalled capital. Holders: British Thermit 
Co., Ltd., 49-51, The Albany, Old Hall Street, Liverpool. Particulars of 
£18,000 debentures, authorised by resolution of even date, also filed, whole 
amount issued, charged on above mentioned property. 


Siemens Brothers & Co., Ltd.—Satisfaction to the extent 
of £23,400 on January Ist, 1921, of debenture stock dated January 15th, 1918, 
securing £1,330,000. : 


Westminster Electric Supply Corporation, Ltd.—Satisfac- 
tion in full on March Ist, 1920, of dehentures dated March Ist and March 
29th, 1898, securing £250,000. 


Pritchett and Gold and Electrical Power Storage Co., Ltd. 
— Satisfaction in full on December 3lst, 1920, of debentures dated November 
14th, 1916, securing £10,000. 


Nairobi Electric Power and Lighting Co., Ltd.—Satis- 
faction to the extent of £1,000 on December 31st, 1920. of debentures dated 
September 10th, 1913, and July 26th, 1915, securing £20,000. 


2 —— 


CITY NOTES. 


The annual meeting was held on Janu 

Adelaide Electric ary 19th at Winchester House, E.C., Mr. 
Supply Co., Ltd. J. B. Braithwaite, M.LE.E., presiding. 
The chairman said that on the whole they 

had reason to congratulate themselves upon the result of the 
working of the company for the past year.in view of the 
exceptional conditions in Adelaide as in other parts of Aus- 
tralia. The year opened with the great seamen's strike, 
which was settled just ab the beginning of their financial 
year., That was followed by the marine engineers’ gtrike, 
which caused restrictions to be issued by the authorities which 
had the effect of reducing their output during the month of 
February by about 40 per cent. The gross revenue had in- 
creased by £46,793, about 25 per cent. That was fairly satis- 
factory, but the expenses had also increased considerably. 
Generation costs increased by £22,897; distribution was about 
£90) up, and repairs. and renewals cost them £18,174, as 
against £13,208, whilst general charges, which included taxes, 
insurance, &c.. showed an increase of £5,800. In round 
figures while the revenue had increased by about £50,000, 
expenses had gone up by some £34,500, leaving them with 
only about £12,760 additional profit. During the year they 
connected 4,426 additional consumers, raising the number to 
29,475, a very satisfactory increase. They had an increase 
of 4,222 in kW, as compared with an increase of 3,040 kW 
the previous year; while the sale of units had increased by 
rather over 3 millions to 14,431,000. He had no doubt that 
had it not been for the strikes they would have passed the 
15 millions mark last year. The miles of streets supplied had 
increased from 200 to 525, which was about their normal rate 
of increase. Application was made to the South Australian 
Government Prices Regulating Commission for permission 
to increase their rates to meet the increased charges of coal, 
labour, &., and they granted them an increase of 15 per cent. 
The special night tariff which they had adopted was making 
a little progress. The number of consumers had risen from 
95 to 150, which showed that the concession was being appre- 
eiated. On the whole, he thought they would agree that the 
business had stood up against the difficulties it had had to 
contend with, better perhaps than might have been expected. 
That was due very largely to the loyalty, zeal, and energy 
of the local directors in Adelaide, and of the staff. Some 
progress had been made with the new power house at Osborne, 
Port Adelaide, although they had not spent much money. 
Altogether they had spent about £21,000 on that work, and 
everything went to show that they would soon be able to 
get to work on erecting the power house, and they had 
placed orders for a considerable amount of plant which would 
involve the raising of new capital in order to pay for it. 
During the year they had spent £133.400 on capital aecount, 
1110 the cost of the undertaking now stood at £1,025.000. As 
he had said, it would be necessary to raise further capital 
digiag the year, but it would be raised in Australia. An 
difer of ordinary shares was going to be made on February 
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lst at 95s. per share. They had got 150,000 of those shares 
available, and they considered that that would give them 
sufficient money for the current year. He was looking for- 
ward to the completion of the Adelaide power house to mark 
a great epoch in the development of the business, as it would 
enable them to supply in bulk. 

Mr. R. 8. Sellon seconded the motion. 

Replying to a shareholder, the chairman said that the 
Englsh shareholders would have the same rights as the 
Australian shareholders in regard to the new issue of shares 
if they cared to exercise them. 

The report was carried. 

Subsequently an extraordinary meeting was held, when the 
chairman proposed a series of resolutions providing for the 
transfer of the control of the company to the Adelaide 
board. He remarked that the course had been forced upon 
them owing to the action of the Government with regard to 
the question of income tax. The English Government had in- 
sisted upon income tax being paid here on profits earned 
entirely in Australia. It was quite reasonable that the Aus- 
tralian shareholders, who formed the majority of the share- 
holders, should object to paying their own tax in Australia 
and British income tax as well. The board had done their 
best to try and bring home to the Government the injustice 
of such a procedure, but beyond getting a small concession 
last year, they had not been able to get the injustice altered. 
Resolutions for removing the control of the company to 
Australia had already been passed by the Colonial share- 
holders. Fortunately they had a most excellent bourd in 
Adelaide on whom they could thoroughly rely to look after 
their interests. If the resolutions were carried they would 
effect an immediate economy of about £12,000 a year for the 
benefit of the shareholders. 

Mr. A. F. Farish seconded the resolutions, which were 
opposed strongly by two holders of A preference shares 
on the ground that removing the control of the company from 
London would depreciate their holdings; but eventually the 
resolutions were carried. 

For the year ended June, 1920, the net 
Costa Rica 


Electric Light 
and Traction 
Co., Ltd. 


against £14,328 for the previous year. The 
net profit for the year was £12,691, against 
a loss of £2,549 for the previous year. The 
deficit of £13,022 is reduced to £330. The 
gold premium has averaged 160 per cent. during the year, as 
against 315 per cent. in the previous year, and 112 per cent. 
(the normal equivalent of the gold colon?) in the year 
(1913-14) before the war. At the last-mentioned rate the net 
profit in Costa Rica for the year under review, which amounts 
to C318,670.43, an increase of C21,365.08 on that of year 
ending June, 1919, would have been £30,063, as against 
424,519, the difference between the current and normal ex- 
change representing a loss of £5,544. The hope expressed by 
the directors in last year's report that they might resume 
payment in cash of the 5 per cent. debenture interest on 
June 30th, 1920, was realised, and the interest due on 
January Ist, 1921, was aleo paid in full. The directors had 
hoped to be able to pay off the first of the deferred warrants 
(that dated January, 1918), but they sre informed by the 
trustees that the latter cannot consent to this payment at 
the present juncture. 
The directors' report for the year ended 
British Columbia June 30th, 1990, shows that after deducting 
Electric Railway £164,745 for depreciations, sinking fund, 
Co., Ltd. and renewals, and £13,000 for corporation 
profits tax, the net revenue from all sources 
was £412,327, plus £6,258 brought forward, making £418,585. 
Debenture interest absorbs £132,339, dividend on the 5 per 
cent. cumulative perpetual preference stock for the year 
£72,000, interim dividend at 34 per cent. on the preferred 
ordinary stock for the year £65,039, and interim dividend at 
34 per cent. on the deferred ordinary stock £65,032, leaving 
available for further distribution £84,181. From this the 
directors recommend a final dividend on the preferred ordinary 
stock at the rate of 23s. per cent. per annum, free of tax, 
making £4 13s. per cent., free of tax, for the year. £21,368, 
and s final dividend on the deferred ordinary stock at the 
rate of 54s. per cent. per annum, free of tax, making £6 4s. 
per cent., free of tax, for the year, £50,167, leaving £12,646 
to be carried forward. Taxation continued to increase rapidly. 
The following statement shows the amounts paid for the 
vear 1920, ás compared with the previous years of 1919 and 


1918 :— 
1918 1919 1920 
$ 


$ 
Dominlon Government Income Tax zx .. 21,100 97,477 ior 000 
Provincial Government Revenue and Property and 
Land Tax ive sis "m i pus . 54,716 60.550 67.881 
Municipal Taxation . 96,990 130,554 904,967 


—À 


$172,806 $288,581 $373,098 


In last year’s report it was stated that a public Utilities Commis- 
sion had been established in British Columbia entrusted with the duty of 
regulating the rates charged by the company for its various services to the 
public, but that owing to an amendment of the General Railway Act of the 
Dominion of Canada, passed on July 7th, 1919, the railwavs of the companv 
had px from the juriediction of the Province of British Columbia and of 
the Public Utilities Commission, referred to above, to that of the Dominion 
of Canada and of the Dominion Railway Board. It was also explained in 
last year's ceport that it was anticipated that legislation by the Dominion 
Parliament, reversing the amendment of 1919, would be passed early in 1920, 
the effect of which would be to return the company's railways to the 
Jurisdiction of the Public Utilities Commission of British Columbia. Ae anti- 
cipated, legislation of thie eheracter was passed hy the Dominion Parliament 


earnings in Costa Rica were 424, 519, 


on july 1st, 1920, and the result, as indicated, would have been again to place 
questions relating to the company's railway in the hands of the Pubtic 
Utilities Commission of British Columbia, but for the íact that somewhat 
earlier—in April, 1320—the Parliament of British Columbia had repealed the 
Public Utilities Act of British Columbia, thus abolishing the Public Utilities 
Commission, giving as their reason for so doing that, as the affairs of the 
railway had passed under the jurisdiction of the Dominion Railway Board, a 
Public Utilities Commission in British Columbia was no longer required. As 
the consequence of these events would have been to leave the company with- 
out any authority to whoin appeal could be made for the regulation of rates 
and fares, a provision was incorporated in the Dominion Act of July 1st, 1920, 
roviding for the retention of the company's railways under the Dominion 
Railway Cominission for one year from the passing of the Act, viz., until 
July Ist, 1921. The question as to what authority will regulate rates and 
fares after July Ist, 1921, is undecided and is engaging the attention of the 
directors, who are hopeful that some satisfactory arrangement may be arrived 
at. 


The net earnings of the company for the first five months 
of the current year, compared with those of the year under 
review, are as follows :— 


1919. 1920. Increase. 
$ $ $ 
July e e" 149,109 174.685 25,576 
August e 166,808 187.984 MT 21,176 
September 181.811 183,327 Ma 1,516 
October 183,415 184,339 M 924 
November 214,119 214,789 vss 670 
$595,262 $945,124 $49,883 


Expenditure on capital account from July 1st, 1919, to 
June 30th, 1920 :— 


$ 
Light and power extensions To Name. sts . 912,088 
Transmission lines and other electrical equipment 55,782 
Railway extensions and developments ... 2s 103,273 
Lands and buildings „ aia 34s .. 60,879 
Trucks and sundry equipment as .. 99,073 
$531,094 


In presenting the above report at the general meeting, 
held on January 20th, Mr. G. P. Norton (chairman) said it 
was a report showing clearly a considerable improvement 
during the past year. This was due to an increase of revenue 
consequent upon the expanding trade and increased popula- 
tion of British Columbia. The speaker trusted that it was 
no longer necessary to tell the local authorities and public 
of British Columbia that, as the development of the Province 
depended to & great extent upon the development of its 
utilities, it was essential that ilia return secured should be 
sufficiently attractive to investors. A substantial capital ex- 
penditure had been necessitated by the expansion of the 
population, but the sound financial policy of the company 
in the past had enabled this to be made without calis for 
fresh capital. The company was financed on perpetual de- 
bentures; had these been redeemable much of the provision 
made for depreciation would have been absorbed by the 
redemption tund, and fresh capital would have been required. 

Since 1912 the greater part of the output of the Western 
Power Co. of Canada had been tsken by the company, and 
it had been thought desirable to obtain a controlling interest 
in the Power Co. Arrangements have now been made 
whereby the majority of the share capital of the Power Co. 
has been acquired on terms involving a comparatively small 
capital expenditure. It is intended to draw up plans for a 
fuller use of the Western Power Co.'s n 

He (the speaker) was often asked the reason for the low 
prices of the company’s securities and stocks; he invariably 
replied that it was due to Stock Exchange conditions and to 
a lack of complete confidence on the part of investors that a 
fair arrangement for the control of rates would be arrived at. 
There was no reason why the company, which had done so 
much to create prosperity in the province, should not share 
in that prosperity. - 

Mr. J. Davidson, who had recently paid a visit to Canada, 
gave his impressions and statistics of traffic. He stated that 
the number of passengers carried increased from 53,326,288 
to 66,411,030, and freight carried from 331,794 tons to 430,931 
tons. In addition to this, the electricity sold (in kW-hours) 
increased from 94.953,494 to 116,196,981. 

The balance sheet and. oe were adopted, and the 
directors and auditors re-elected. 


The meeting of December 2nd of the 

French Société d’Electricité de Paris has voted the 
Companies. distribution of 20 fr. per share and 33.83 fr. 
per part bénéficiaire. The credit balance 

of the profit and loss account has risen to 2,543,096 fr. The 


sales of energy totalled 135,589,189 kWh, against 134,357,660 
kWh in the foregoing year. i " 

The receipts for the financial year 1919-20 of the Est-Lumiére 
Co. showed & loss on working of 4,860,156 fr., making with 
the deficit of last year a total of 9,578,026 fr. To secure the 
means of which the society stands in need, it is proposed to 
increase the capital and make an issue of bonds. 

An amalgamation has been arranged between the Société 
Westinghouse and the Compagnie Electro-Méchanique, the 
shareholders of the former company giving eight of their shares 
for one of the latter. 

The shareholders of the Etablissements Paz et Silsa passed 
the accounts on December 10th, showing a profit of 619.482 fr., 
and fixing a dividend of 11 fr. per share. The report is hopeful 
of the early abolition of trade restrictions imposed during the 
period of the war, and has worked to enlarge its branches. 
and to turn out from its works articles previously imported 
from England and America. The increase of its capital will 
enable it to purchase raw materials and enlarge ite works. 
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Steck Exchange Notices.—The following have been or- 
dered to be officially quoted :— 

General Electric Co., ILtd.— 78,641 ordinary shares of 41 
each, fully paid (Nos. 2,033,335 to 2,111,975); and 22,891 74 
per cent. "B"' cumulative preference shares of £1 each, 
tully paid (Nos. 1, 600.001 to 1,622,891). 

Hurst, Nelson & Co., Ltd.—900,000 ordinary shares of £l 
each, fully paid (Nos. 1 to 900,000). 

Lancashire Power Construction Co., Ltd.—400,000 6 per cent. 
(income tax free up to Us. in the £) cumulative convertible 
hrst preference shares of £l each, fully paid (Nos. 1 to 
300,000) . 

London Electric Wire Co. & Smiths, Ltd.—400,000 74 per 
cent, cumulative preference shares of £1 each, fully paid (Nos. 
1 to 400,000). 

Mississippi River Power Co.— $048,300 first mortgage 5 per 
cent. 40-year gold bonds (Nos. C3,766 to 3,958 of $100, D13,0(2 
to 13,007 of $500, and M16,321 to 16,916 of $1,000). 

Petters, Ltd.—112,500 ordinary shares of £1 each, fally 
paid (Nos. 1 to 112,500) and 200.000 73 per cent. cumulative 
preference shares of £1 each, fully paid (Nos. 1 to 200,000). 


A Swiss Investment Company.—The directors of the A.G. 
Columbus fur Elektrische Unternehmungen, of Glarus, re- 
porting on the year 1919-20, state that the company’s subsi- 

iary—the Compania Italo-Argentino de Electricidad, of Buenos 

Alres—experienced a rapid increase in revenue in the past 
financial year, paid a dividend of 7 per cent., as against 6 per 
cent. in 1918-19, and raised its share capital to 1,000,000 dollars. 
The Swiss company, which participated in the augmentation 
by the conversion of a part of its loans to the Argentine coin- 
pany into new shares, proposes to pay a dividend of 7 per 
cent. out of net profits of 2,740,000 fr., being the same rate 
as in 1918-19, when the net profits amounted to 2,250,000 fr. 


Shanghai Electric Construction Co., Ltd.—With a view 
to bringing the capitalisation of the company more nearly 
into accord with the value of its undertaking, the directors 
have decided to recommend an increase of capital from 
£330,000 to £400,000, and the capitalisation of £80,000 of 
undivided profit, by issuing as & bonus 8,000 fully-paid shares 
of £10 (giving one new share for every four shares now 
held). The new shares will not rank for dividends payabie out 
of the profits for the year 1920. The directors have declared 
a second interim dividend of 6 per cent. (19s. per share), less 
155 tax (payable on February Ist), in respect of the year 
M. 


Chatham & District Light Railways Co.— The report for 
193 shows that the revenue was 490, 716, and the expenses 
were £69,174. After deducting from the balance, rent of 
Rochester Corporation lines, £3,744, interest £2,403. and £6,000 
depreciation reserve, the balance is £9,395, plus £3,393 brought 
forward. Dividends of 5 per cent. on the preference and 
ordinary shares are paid, and 41.609 is carried forward. There 
was an increase of £11,876 in revenue and £16,559 in expenses 
as compared with 1919. £842 was expended on deferred 
repairs. The investments have been written down to market 
value as at December 31st, 1920. 


East London Railway Co.—The report for 1920 shows 
total gross receipts (estimated) £101,343; 56 per cent. of 
£101,343 would give the company £56,752 instead of the 
minimum rental of £30,000 per snnum. "Warrants have been 
posted for the six months’ interest on £23 per cent. (White- 
chapel Extension), first (34 per cent.), and second charge £4 
per cent., Class A" debenture stocks, also for 10s. per cent. 
for one year on the second charge £4 per cent. debenture 
stock Class '' B." 


Yerkshire (West Riding) Electric Tramways, Ltd.—The 
report for the year ended December 3lst, 1920, shows, after 
providing for debenture interest, a net income of £28,676. 
Adding the amount brought forward, the available balance 
is £30,062. Dividend at 6 per cent. per annum, less tax, on 
6 per cent. cumulative preference; to renewals, depreciation, 
and reserve fund, in lieu of accident insurance, £20,347.— 
Financier. 


Cempanies Struck off the Register.—The undermentioned 
compa have been struck off the register and are dis- 
solved :— 

British Prometheus Co., Ltd. 

Deaphone Co., Ltd. 

Hemming Conduit Grip, Ltd. 

Llanelly Motor & Electrical Engineering Co., Ltd. 

British Mannesmann Tube Co., Ltd.—A large majority 
of the shareholders of the company having accepted the offer 
of Baldwins to effect an exchange of shares, the directors of 
both companies have decided to complete the provisional 
agreement establishing a fusion of interests. 


Montreali Light, Heat and Power Companies.—The 
Financial Times states that the following dividends have been 
declared: 5 per cent. on Montreal Light, Heat & Power 
Consolidated shares, and 8 per cent. on Montreal Light, Hest 
and Power Co. common shares for the quarter ending Janu- 
ary 31st. 


Kaministiquia Power Co.—Dividend on the common 
stock for the quarter ending January 31st at the rate of 
8 per cent. per annum. 


Elliotts’ Metal Co., Ltd.—Interim dividends, less tax, of 


5 per cent. per annum on preference shares and 1s. per 
on ordinary shares. 


very well on the whole. 


Metropolitan Railway Co.—The directors recommend, 
subject to final audit, a dividend on the ordinary stock for 
the past half-year at the rate of 2 per cent. per annum, 
making 14 per cent. for the year, carrying forward about 
415,500, after placing £50,000 to general renewals fund. 


Gwynnes, Ltd.—Dividend for the eight months to Sep- 
tember 30th, 1920, at the rate of 5 per cent. on the preference 
and e per cent. on the ordinary shares, £46,980 to carry 
forward. 


Vera Cruz Electric Light, Power & Traction Co.—Divi- 
dend, à per cent., less tax. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


TUESDAY EVENING. 


Last week there was u good deal of buoyancy about the 
markets, more particularly those for gilt-edged stocks. This 
week, tue wheel has turned in the other direction. In the 
kouse 1L is said that clients are beginning to get uneasy at 
the prospect of the ‘Trades Unions and the Labour Party de- 
clining to fall in with the Governinent's scheme for dilution, 
Whereby unemployment could be reduced, and work could 
be spread over a wider area. Possibly a simpler explanation 
is to be found in the fact that the remarkable Jump in the 
price of the War Stock brought in a good many sellers. 
Moreover, the discounting of a fall in the Bank Rate was over- 
done, and at the beginning of the present week there was 
some little hint that, after all, money might not get cheaper 
for some time longer than the prophets had anticipated who 
put the end of this month as the latest date at which the 
7 per cent. Bank Rate would be retained. 

Nevertheless, investment stocks are holding their prices 
The closing of the lists for the new 
W. T. Henley shares, before the advertised date for doing so, 
shows that there is plenty of money available for subscrip- 
tion to tempting offers even in the industrial world. We 
understand that the Melbourne Electric Supply Co. contem- 
plates an issue of 8 per cent. preference shares of £5 each, 
and that the issue price will be arranged at about 95s. Quite 
a number of new issues which were made towards the end of 
last year, and which were left substantially in the hands of 
underwriters, are being absorbed, and prices naturally tend 
io improve. 

Gas Light & Coke stock fell heavily, on the announcement 
that the price of gas was to be put up, but this has not 
affected any of the shares in the electric lighting list. It 
ought, of course, to have a strengthening effect, in that the 
electric undertakings are not bound by any sliding scale 
arrangements whereby dividends must be reduced if the price 
of the illuminant goes up, and vice versa. If the electric 
lighting companies increase their charges, this might have a 
favourable effect upon dividends. There are buyers about of 
City of London preference at 16s. 3d., and Newcastle-on-l'yne 
5 per cent. preference are wanted at 12s. 6d., the company's 
7 per cent. preference being also in demand at 18s. 3d. 
Bournemouth and Poole 44 per cent. first preference can be 
sold at 54, and the company's 6 per cent. second preference at 
a pound per share higher; the 44 per cent. debenture stock 
can be placed at 56, and British Electric Traction 5 per cent. 
debenture stock is inquired for at 59. Debenture stocks of 
the various electricity companies are in short supply. It may 
be useful to holders if we set out a short list of those more 
particulari, -*&nted, with the prices which can be obtained. 
The latter can probably be improved upon, especially in those 
cases where there is little stock in the market. The follow- 
ing list is confined to debentures and debenture stock only :— 


Company. Interest. Price. 
Anglo-Argentine Trams ... | 4 p.c. 57 
ditto vs 908 6s 5 p.c. 564 
Auckland Tram  .. " bis sis 5 p.c. 87 
Charing Cross, West End & City ...4p.c.&44p.c. 67 
Chelsea 5 s pi Sis "A q p.c. 754 
County of London i d. i J p.c. 66 
Engli Electric Sinking Fund Ist 
Mort. ean ane $e jai 51 p.c. 82 
London Electric Supply 1st Mort. 4 p.c. 70 
Metropolitan Electric 1st Mort. 44 p.c. 54 
North Met. Elec. Power Supply 5 p.c. 55 
South Met. Elec. Light 1st Mort. 41 p.c. 694 
Toronto Power co ? 4} p.c. 63 


The Metropolitan Railway's increased dividend of 2 per 
cent., making 11 per cent. for the yesr, against 14 per cent. 
for the previous twelve months, had a strengthening effect 
upon the Underground list. Districts have risen to 164. 
Metropolitans themselves are better at 22. London Electric 
ordinary rose to 24. Underground Electric £10 shares at 3 
are 1 higher, and the Income Bonds at 664 show a gain of 3 
pointe. Electric railway stocks, unlike those of the steam 
stocks, offer a fair amount of resistance to the general heavi- 
ness which, in the early part of the week, made itself felt in 
the Stock Exchange. 

Metropolitan Electric shares are à better at . and West- 
minsters at 63 have added a similar fraction. Manufacturing 
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shares are quiet, with Cromptons a weak market at 19s. 9d. 
The company's 6 per cent. preference shares are lower at 
168. 9d. British Electric Transformer preference hardened to 
16s. 3d. Metropolitan-Vickers preference at 1 13/16 have lost 
fhe greater part of the rise gained last week, and the ordinary 
shares are easier at 18s. 9d. Babcock & Wilcox eased off to 
21, and Edisons are offered at 12s. td.—possibly a little 
cheaper. ‘Yorkshire (West Riding) Electric Tramways reports 
a net revenue for last year of £28,700, being a decrease of 
nearly £14,000 as compared with 1919. The preference divi- 
dend is to be paid, but nothing is carried forward. 

In the telegraph market the debenture stocks are in de- 
mand. Eastern Telegraph 4 per cent. debenture stock at 634 
and Eastern Extension 4 per cent. debenture at a point lower 
are both bette on the week. The ordinary stocks have also 
improved. Globes have risen to 154, Westerns and Chinas to 
the same price, while Eastern ordinary remains at 154}. 
Anglo-American Telegraph preferred and deferred are both 
better, the latter adding § and the preferred gaining 3 points 
at 784. Great Northerns at 214 are a point up, but on the 
other hand, West India and Panama shares are flat at 11s. 3d. 
United River Plate Telephones at 63 are 5s. to the good. 
Marconis have weakened to 2 1/16, the preference to £2 and 
Murines to 25s., while the Radio shares remain almost un- 
changed at IIS. 3d. and 8s. 3d. for preferred and common 
respectively. | | 
. Victoria Falls ordinary at 9s. are a little better. Mexico 
Tranis at 404 are 94 higher, and the Sixes at 27} gained a 
point. No change has occurred in the British Columbia Elec- 
trie group. Rubber shares are dull and heavy, owing to the 
price of the raw stuff having gone back to nearly ls. per lb., 
and in the armament market, movements are mostly down- 
wards in consequence of the uncertainties provoked by the 
labour outlook. E i 


SHARE LIST OF ELECTBICAL OOMPANIES. 
: Homer Hr. normorrr COMPANIES, - E 
| Dividend Price 


D ~ J . 
1918. 1919. 1931. Rise or fall. p. o. 


Brompton Ordinary . e ee 8 12 — 810 4 4 
Charing Croas Ordinary pi "P 1 — 10 0 0 
do. do. do. 4d Pret. ee 44 4 T 8 8 8 
Chelsea.. ee oe ee ee 8 4 — 6 8 0 
Cit of London t ee ee ee 8 10 a -— 8 13 9 
do. do. 6peroent Pref... 6 6 17 — 617 2 
County of London . 1 8 Th - 1018 4 
E do. es 6 per cent. Pret. ; - — : 10 ; 
ensington rdinary ; ee ` oo — 
London Blectric s ex ee Nil a - 10 0 0 
do. do. ò per cent. Pref... 6 — 10 18 2 
. Ai A 9 P lt 18 15 8 
0. ‘ rT cent. ¢ $6 au : 
e. James’ and Pall Mal PS ee 10 12 64 — 9 12 0 
South London m su ee 5 6 140 = 913 0 
South Metropolitan Pref. .. 80 7 1 = 10 8 8 
Westminster Ordinary .. ee B 10 5a +è 917 6 
TELEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES. 
Anglo-Am. Tel. Pret. ee oe 6 6 84 48 13 10 0 
do. Def. ve oo «83/6 1g 16§ +É 913 6 
Chile Telephone e. 8 6 bixd = *85 4 4 
Cuba Bub. Ord. ee ee ee 3 7 64 — i *10 15 4 
Bastern Extension .. ee oo 8 10 1 + 6 9 0 
Eastern Tel. Ord. .. ee - .ee 8 10 xd - 6 9 5 
Globe Tel. and T, Ord. .. ee 8 10 16 +è 6 9 0 
do. do. Pref. .. ee 6 6 + 2 617 2 
Great Northern Tel. «„ o A 9] 9! 11 104 8 
Indo-European T eo „e 18 10 80 ~ 668 
Marconi oo oe ee e. 75 25 Pri — * -= 
Oriental Telephone Ord. .. ee 10 12 Pu — *5 4 0 
United R. Plate Tel. ee ee 8 8 + i *$ 10 8 
West India and Panama ee ee 1/8 Nil s — 2 Nl : 
Western Telegraph.. .. „ 8 10 15} +3 %90 
Howm Rins, 
Central London Ord. Assented .. 4 4 434 — 946 
Me tan.. e se ee l 1 32 +14 616 4 
do. Distriot ze „Nil 1 183 1 Nil 
Underground Electric Ordinary Nil Nil 2 + Nil 
do. do. “A” „ Nil Ni 6/6 +6d Nil 
do. do. Income .. 6 4 663 +8 — 
FomRIGN Trams, 40. : 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref. .. Nil 5 Ad — 10 0 0 
do. do. nå Pref. .. NI N — Nil 
ao. do. 6% Deb. .. 6 5 67 +1 B 18 10 
Brasil Tractions .. ; . Ni Ni 84 — Nil 
British Columbia Elec. Rly. Pfce. 6 6 bbxd — 9 110 
do. do. Preferred 2 b = 78 9 9 
do. do. Deferred N 8 54 — 211 8 4 
do. do. Deb. ee + 4 — 7 16 0 
Mexioo Trams5 percent. Bonds.. NI il +2 Nil 
do. 6 Con cent. Bonds. Nil Nil 27 +1 Nil 
Mexican Light Common. ee Ni Nil 1 -- Nil 
, do. Pref. si» ee Ni Nil 21 —1 Nil 
, MANUFACTURING COMPANIES. 
Baboock & Wilcox .. es ‘ 15 15 9 — d '618 4 
British Aluminium Ord. .. ee 10 10 — M 8 6 
British Insulated Ord, .. „ 123 15 1 — 9 8 10 
Callenders oe ee ee 25 15 1 — 10 18 2 
ITI f. ee ee ese 64 17 — 7 8 7 
Castner. Kellner es ee ee 20 17 2i = 7 12 9 
Orompton Ord. ee ee ee 10 10 | 18,9 = 3/- 14 11 0 
Edison-dwan gs 4 ee 10 10 12/6 — — 
do. do. 5 per cent. Deb. .. b 5 70 — 7 210 
Electrio Construction es ee 10 10 $ — 11 8 6 
Gen. Elec. Pref. ., on m 64 64 18,- me 7 4 5 
do. Ord. ee T ee 10 10 14, = 8 4 8 
A t ee ee ee 25 15 la — 0 0 0 
* e e. ee ee ee 8 + 6 18 6 
Ey NEN E 3s 
Viokers „%% ee ee — 8 1}? + & 816 4 
Siemens Ord... .. „ 10 10 1 — *9 8 9 
Telegraph Oon . „ 99 90 21 — 26 11 8 


i . * Dividends paid tree of Income Tax: 


MARKET QUOTATIONS, |... 
IT should be remembered, in making use of the figures appearing 
in the following list, that in some cases the prices are only general, 
and they may vary according to quantities and other circumstances, 


Tuesday, January 28th. 


La 

CHEMICALS. "Ao: Prive, Inc. or Dec, 
a Acid, Oxalio ..  ..  ..  .. per ld. 1/4 ld. dec. 
a Ammoniac per £ se 
a Ammonia, Muriate (large crystal) „, vac 
a Bisulphide ot Carbon „ ee 99 eos aso 
a 8 Sal: hate eee see eee 97 on 22 d 
a per eos eee ece 97 eo. 
a Potash, C orate 206 eee ese per lb. 8d. xci 
a Perchlorate sve eee 98 1 0 24. dee 
a Sh ove oe 200 eee ees per owt, a dy 
a Sulphate of Magnesia .. POF ton 418 an 
a Sulphur, Sublimed Flowers 2 " 25 8 
a ?9 Lump e ose 218 cm 
a Soda, Gone eos eve per nd 41 ^| wee $ 
3 ese LII ove per 41 dec. 
a Bodium Bichromate; casks , per lb. 10. ue 


METALS, &oc. 


Babbitt’s Metal Ingot "e m 
xd Brass (rolled meta! 2” to 19" basis) per Ib. 1/1 d. ine. 
e "n Tubes (solid drawn)... 0 ul 1,93 to E d 


e 77 ire, basis ove c.e ose " 104 
c Copper Tubes (solid drawn) E 


99 1/5 . . dec. 
c „ Bars (best selected) per ton £194 dee. 
c 7 Sheet "TT m ace coe » 2191 26 dec. 
c 95 Rod ese T 0 soo 39 £121 £6 deo. 
d 98 (Electrolytic) Bars 0 98 490 70 deo. 
d n " Sheets... ” £148 3 
d „ » Wire Rods.. n £96 70% deo. 
> » i H.O. Wire.. per lb. 1, Rd. deo. 
f Ebonite Rod — ecc ove 9 825 
f [T] Sheet . 95 8/- wan 
a German Silver Wire " 2/9 ae 
& Gutta-percha, fine : T 14/- to 16j- P 
h lndia-rabber, Para finn n 17⁰¹ ae 
i Iron Pig (Cleveland Warrants) ... per ton Nom. d 
1 56 Wire, galv. No. B, P.O. q * » £50 44 deo. 
g Lead, English Pig eee eve oon » £5 41 deo 
g Mercury ... ... cco ove o Per bot. £13 10 to £12 15 x 
e Mica (in original oases) mall .. perib. | 6d. to 4/6 pe 
€ n" " „ medium. » 5/- to 10% b 
Phosphor Bronze, plain oastings 150 6% 141 ns 
or ronze, oo eee 
^ m », rolled bars and rods " 9/5 to e 
p , „ rolled strip & sheet " 9/6 to 2/9 Ni 
d Biliclum Bronze Wire see ood per lb. 1,8 eee 
r Steel, Magnet, in bars ees ese 99 1/8 * 9d. eQ. 
n Tin, Block (English) sen .. per ton 3164 to £165 | £87 to £38 dee. 
n Wire, Nos. 1 to 16 eon eoe per Ib. 4/6 8d. inc. 
p White Anti-friotion Metal“ . Per ton 478 to £800 5 
Quotations supplied by— 
a G. Boor & Co. a James & Sh " 
e Thos. Bolton & Sons, Ltd. 1 Edward Till & Co. 
d Frederick Smith & Co. i Bolling & Lowe. 
ek. W & Sons. Richard Johnson & Nephew, Lad 


l 
f India-Rubber, Gutta-Percha and a P. Ormiston & Sons, 
Telegraph Works Oo., Lid. »——————— 
r W. P. Dennis & Co, 


. 


A Novel Electrical Precipitator.— Chemical and Metal- 
lurgical Engineering recently described, under the above. heading, 
an installation to deal with the smoke of a battery of 32 McDougall 
roasters at a smelting works. With aremarkably low power input, 
this plant gives recovery of values exceeding 90 per cent. The 
smoke is discharged into a "dust chamber," which is connected by 
& short length of flue to the main smelter chimney. In the flue 
are corragated iron sheets, suspended from the roof and set parallel 
to the flue walls to act as collecting electrodes. Discharge elec- 


trodes between the plates are formed of gridirons, of small iron, 


pipe placed horizontally and hung from supporting beams at the 
ends and middle point. Dusty gas thus passes through an elec- 
trified atmosphere from the dust chamber to the stack. In this 
precipitator there is a very definite selective action on the mixed 
smoke. The first hoppers collect material high in copper, while 
toward the far end the dust is sufficiently high in lead content for 
its yieldings to be sent to the lead blast-furnace plant. The electrical 
capacity of the apparatus is 50 kVA, and it is able to deal with 
eight or nine tons of dust daily. 


Engineers’ Clubs,—We are informed by the hon. secre- 


tary of the Provisional Committee of the Engineers Olub 


(Birmingham), Mr. J. Fearn, A. M. I. M. E. (c/o B. S. A. Oo., Ltd.), that 
Sir Alfred Herbert. K. B. E., Mr. Lincoln Ohandler (of the Metro- 
politan Carriage Works), and Mr. Donald Hope (chairman of Mesars. 
Henry Hope & Sons, Ltd.) have accepted vice-presidencies of the 
club. Applications for membership are coming in rapidly, and 
those who wish to have the use of the club directly it is opened 
should apply sóon, or they will fiud themselves on the waiting list. 
We have received from Mr. Fearn a list of members, in which we 
notice many well-known names. The president is Sir Hallewell 
Rogers, J.P., M.P. : 

The proposed Engineers’ Club for London was mentioned at the 
informal meeting of the I. E. E., on Monday last, by Mr. G. Layton, 
who urged that the Council should afford encouragement and 
aupport to the scheme. About 50 gentlemen have already agreed 
to ast on the Provisional Committee, including many of the most 


* 


eminent members of the various branches of engineering 
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THE PHYSICAL SOCIETY’S EXHIBITION. 


(Concluded from page 73). 


Mr. H. W. SULLIVAN exhibited a selection of interesting 
apparatus and instruments, including Cox’s selenium ampli- 
fier for use in connection with submarine telegraphy, which 
was shown in operation; its novelty should mare the appara- 
tus of general interest, although two modified sets have n 
in operation at one of the Pacific Cable Board’s stations for 
some years. The instrument is used to increase the working 
speeds of submarine cables by amplifying the very attenuated 


Fic. 7.—DIAGRAM OF 
SELENIUM CELL. 


Fie. 6.—DiAGRAM OF Cox's 
SELENIUM AMPLIFIER. 


signals received at high speed sufficiently to operate ordinary 
recording or relaying apparatus. It is illustrated in 
fig. 6. A beam of light from the source L is projected on the 
mirror of the receiving galvanometer G, and thence to a pair 
of selenium cells se,, Se,, which are arranged as a pair of 
bridge arms. With the galvanometer at zero, the surface 
of each cell is half light and half dark and the bridge system 


Fic. 8.—SELENIUM CELL. 


is balanced. Deflections of the galvanometer by received 
sgnals cause corresponding variations in the position of the 
light area on the cells and large corresponding changes in 
the relative resistance of the cells, thus actuating the instru- 
ment 4, which may be a recorder of any desired type. In 
practice a large number of very narrow cells or sections of 
a cell is used, these being arranged in pairs with one bar 
of light to each pair, so as to make full use of the very small 
galvanometer deflections obtained when working at high speed 


Fic. 11.-——HETERODYNE WAVEMETER DIAGRAM. 


FIG. 9.— VARIABLE MULTI-COIL VARIOMETER. 


Fig. 19.—YARDOMETER CONNECTIONS. 


on long cables; the various pairs are connected as a series of 
bridges in parallel, two such pairs being illustrated in tg. 7. 
Fig. 8 shows a working cell of 24 pairs of sections, the total 
selenium surface being 4 by 4 in. The terminal bar T is 
common to all sections, and the bars T, and T, are connected 
respectively to the right and left-hand sections of each pair. 
In the latest pattern all three terminal bars are cut in half 
so that a group of selenium sections may be placed in all 
four bridge arms, a small adjusting slide resistance at one 
apex of the bridge is then the only idle resistance in the 
circuit. The success of the system is due to the improved 
plate.“ or built-up type of cell used. It has proved, durin 
more than six years' continuous working, to be reliable, d 
it does not appear to deteriorate if correctly made. Its work- 
ing resistance in the amplifier is about 1,000 ohms for each 
of the four groups of sections, or 4,000 ohms per sq. in. of 
surface. 'The inertia is comparatively small, and its effect is 
eliminated from the instrument a by shunting a with an 
inductance. Cells of this type can be made in, smaller sizes 
for other purposes and sub-divided or not as required; they 
will respond satisfactorily to telephonic frequencies. Ampl- 
fication 1s generally adjusted by varying the voltage of the 
battery B; with B=100 volts, L—100 c.p., and the cell placed 
about 15 in. from the galvanometer mirror, the energy applied 
to the galvanometer may be amplified ten thousand times in 
the instrument 4. An amplification of forty thousand may be 
obtained by making L— 500 c.p., B=150 volts, and in some 
cases sub-dividing the cell further. In ordinary practice in 
submarine telegraphy an amplification of 1,000 to 5,000 is 
usually sufficient to work a good Morse relay. The high 
amplification has enabled a simple and accurate method of 
correcting for earth currents and other causes of zero varia- 
tion to be applied. An auxiliary relay in the selenium-bridge 
circuit controls a motor-driven rheostat which adjusts the 
balance of this bridge circuit so as to compensate for any 
zero variation in the system whether due to earth currents 
or other causes. 

The novel single-valve amplifying receiver for extra wide 
wave-length range (600 to 20,000 metres) was shown for the 
first time at the exhibition. The set is self-contained, the 
aerial and earth leads being brought direct to it; the only 
apparatus required external to the set are the 4-volt accumu- 
lators, 50-volt anode dry battery, and a pair of high resistance 
telephones. . Single-circuit tuning is employed, the inductance 
being a continuously variable multi-coil variometer, fig. 9, 
in which an exceedingly high range of mutual inductance varia- 
tion is obtained. The coils of the variometer are very flat 


FiG. 10.—YARDOMETER. 


and are embeded in insulating disks. one of which b, may 
be rotated between the other two D, and D,. This arrange- 
ment gives an evenness of scale throughout the whole 180 deg. - 
of movement. An inductance range of from 3,500 to 50,000 
microhenries is obtained on the long wave-length scale, whilst 
a two-position multi-functioning switch s alters the internal 
variometer connections to obtain a short wave-length induct- 
ance range of from 200 to 3,500 microhenries. An inductance 
ratio of 250 to 1 is thus obtained throughout the range of the 


Fic. 13.—YARDOMETER FAULT Locator 


ose DM coh ato ——— PN ET —ͤ W'Q e — . —¾—k 


122 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol 88, No. 3,258, JANUARY 38, 1931. 


instrument. The variometer is used in conjunction with an 
adjustable bank of fixed condensers which may be placed 
either in series or in parallel with the variometer by means 
of a series-parallel switch giving the wave-length range stated 
above. The variometer is also fitted with a set of reaction 
windings which are embedded in the disk D,, and rotated 
relatively to the main inductance on a spindle concentric with 
the spindle of the latter, the two operating handles H, and H, 
being conveniently placed one above the other. The mutual 
inductance between the variometer coils and the reaction coils 
(the latter being also changed by the long-short wave switch 
S) may be adjusted to such values as will produce self-oscilla- 
tion of any frequency corresponding to wave-lengths between 
600 and 20,000 metres. The whole of the moving system is 
supported in upper and lower bearings carried by a frame- 
work F of rigid construction, which also supports the fixed 
system. Connection is made to all moving units through 
contact rings and fingers C. 

À continuous-wave wavemeter with a range of from 600 to 
6,000 metres, which can be used also as a plain oscillation 
generator for use in the separate heterodyne method of c.w. 
reception, was also exhibited for the first time. The circuit 
used is shown in fig. 10, the oscillatory circuit consisting of 
the variable air condenser C and the two variometers V,, Va, 
ihe circuit being closed to high-frequency oscillations by the 
fixed capacity Ci of a sufficiently large value not to appreciably 
&flect its natural frequency. 

A new instrument called the Yardometer," embodying a 
number ot novel features, has just been designed by Messrs. 
Callender's Cable & Construction Co., Ltd., and Mr. W. E. 
Benson, for directly indicating the length of cable on a drum 
or coil without unwinding and passing it through a lineal 
measuring machine; the instrument has been specially de- 
signed to enable a person without any skill or technical know- 
ledge to measure unknown lengths of cable by a simple 
mechanical operation. The instrument can also be used as 
a fault locator, and the approximate position of a fault in a 
drum of cable, or in a coil, can be located by a simple calcula- 
fion. The instrument (fig. 11) comprises a handle for rotating 
a cylinder, on which the scale is marked in yards, & number 
of balancing resistances corresponding to 110 yards at 60 deg. 
F. of all the C. M. A. sizes from 1/.036 to 19/.064, and an 
indicating galvanometer and a key. In order to test a length 
of cable, say, 7/.044, the balancing coil marked with this 
gauge is plugged in, the handle rotated, and the key momen- 
tarily depressed until the galvanometer pointer is stationary, 
when the correct length in yards is read off on the scale 
through the window in the front. The whole operation can be 
carried out in a few seconds, as the galvanometer, being a 
central-zero instrument, enables the operator to determine 
in which direction the handle should be turned. The prin- 
ciple on which the instrument is designed is that of the well- 
known Wheatstone bridge, and is explained in fig. 12 where 
A is any one of a number of resistances corresponding to 
various standard sizes of cable which can be plugged in to 
balance the cable under test; B is the cable under test, C, Da 
slide wire of 1,000 actual inches in length wound on a drum 
with a contact maker E working on a threaded rod operated 
through gearing from the handle by which the drum is 
rotated; d is a sensitive indicating galvanometer, and K,, E, 
are battery and galvanometer keys operated by the same 
knob. The correct length of cable is indicated on the dial 
when the ratio of B/A=the ratio CE/DE, this condition 
being shown by the needle of the galvanometer remaining 
stationary when the key is depressed. Fig. 13 shows the 
operation of the instrument when used as a fault locator. 
Suppose a fault exists at F. The length of cable is first 
measured on the machine as previously explained, then by 
means of a 2-way switch s, the contact with the switch is 
changed from L to F; the handle is then rotated until the 
needle is at rest, when the actual distance from D in yards 
— z (L--110)/ (z -110), where 2 observed distance and L=length 
of the cable in yards. For example, suppose the faulty cable 
is 220 yards long and that with the switch on F the 
balance is obtained at 80 yards, then the actual distance of 
the fault-80(920--110)/(80--110) 2139 yards. The instrument 
will be found particularly useful for locating faults in cables 
lying in water in the test tanks, and which have no. metallic 
sheath. The incorporation of the simple 2-way switch in the 
instrument, where the terminal is connected to the water 
tank, is original, and effects a great saving of labour. 


Messrs. ELLi0TT BROS. (LON DON), Ltp., exhibited a large 
selection of apparatus and instruments, including small d.c. 
motors for driving Wheatstone and Baudot telegraph appare: 
tus; portable multiple-ranpe current transformers for use with 
dynamometer ammeters and wattmeters, which had practically 
straight-line ratios and negligible phase angle. They were 
fitted with self-contained non-detachable short-eircuiting 
switches for the secondary windings whereby the instrument 
under test can be detached and the transformer still left in 
circuit without danger of overheating or damage to its in- 
sulation; transformers of this type are made for all working 
pressures up to 20,000 V. A special feature of the direct- 
reading potentiometer was the high insulation obtained by the 
enclosure of all current-carrying parts. The electrical revolu- 
tion indicator consisted of a shielded magneto generator and 
liquid damped indicating instrument, and was specially de- 
signed for use on aircraft; the magneto is arranged for work- 
ing one or more instruments. The portable speed recorder 
comprised a recording voltmeter and magneto generator, speci- 


à very rapid rate. 


ally adapted for recording either more or less uniform speeds, 
or for obtaining acceleration curves where the speed varies at 
Other instruments shown included G.P.O. 
detectors, galvanometers, and the latest patterns of E.B.L. and 
' Century testing sets, &c. 


THE DUBILIER CONDENSER Co., LTD., exhibited a number 
of condensers, including suitable types for use in connection 
with wireless telegraphy, power tactor correction, and the 
protection of h.p. lines from the ettect of lightning and 
surges. 


THE LEA REconpER Co., Lro., had on view the instrument 
portion only of its well-known indicating, recording, and 
integrating machine for measuring the flow of,water over V 
notches, or rectangular weirs, and various sketches illustrating 
the application of the device. 


THE IaRANIC ELECTRICAL Co., Lrp.—This exhibit consisted 
of an example of the now well-known '' Leesona ” coil-wind- 
ing machine which it is claimed will produce coils of '' virtu- 
ally indestructible solidity and invulnerable insulation," and 
capable of withstanding severe working conditions. The 
machines are made by the Universal Winding Co., the 
Igranic Co. being the sole supplier in the United Kingdom 
and British Colonies and Dominions. 


Messrs. GAMBRELL Bros., Lrp., showed an '' emotometer '' 
in use, together with a number of photographic records. This 
exceedingly interesting instrument was devised by Prof. 
Waller for the purpose of measuring & person's nervous 
response. In addition the firm showed & wide range of re- 
sistance boxes and bridges, potentiometers, galvanometers 
measuring instruments, and accessories; also portable and 
wall type temperature indicators incorporating platinum 
couples fitted with Onwood's cold junction compensators. 
The cheapness of the firm's products, which is rendered pos- 
sible by quantity production, makes them especially suitable 
for educational purposes; and it should be borne in mind that 
reduction in cost is not achieved at the expense of good 
&ccuracy. 


THE IMPORT TRADE OF INDIA. 


THE following statistics of the imports of electrical and similar 
goods into British India in the year ended March 31st, 1919, 
are taken from the recently-issued official trade returns, details 
for the year ended March 31st, 1918, being added for purposes 
of comparison, with notes of any increases and decreases. 
1917-18 1918-19 Inc. or dec. 
£ £ 


Copper wire, excluding telegraph and telephone wire :— 


Total iis cwt. 8,267 11,2998 + 2,971 
£ 77,000 88,000 +11,000 
From United Kingdom cwt. 444 502 + 58 
£ 4,000 4,000 — 
„ Japan m" UR ewt. 7,700 8,200 + 500 
£ 72,000 68,000 — 4,000 
Tron wire— 
Total - tons 7,600 7.400 — 200 
343,000 341,000 — 2.000 
From United Kingdom tons 660 270 — 390 
£ 98,000 12,000 — 16,600 
„ Japan E $i tons 1,100 1,400 300 
£ 69,000 77.000 + 8,000 
„ United States... tons 5,500 5,300 — 200 
£ 921,000 925,700 + 7,700 
Electrical generators.— 
Total ee e. f 5,000 15,000 +10,000 
From United Kingdom ny 4,000 600 — 3, 
„ United States 50) 14.000 713,500 
Electric motors 
Total d E 17.000 77.000 --30,000 
From United Kingdom 28,000 25.000 — 3,000 
» United States ,8,000 50,000 --32,000 
Other clectric machinery— 
Total vis E 141,000 168,000 +27,000 
From United Kingdom i 92.000 108,000 +16,000 
„ United States e 36.000 43,000 + 7,000 
„ Italy 8.000 12,000 + 4,000 
Mining machinery— 
Total a .. £ 36,000 73,000 --37,000 
From United Kingdom 17,000 9,000 — 8,000 
„ United States se 14,000 61,000 +47,000 
Electric fans and parts thereof— 
Total m ind 141,000 179,000 +38,000 
From United Kingdom 13,000 15,000 + 2,000 
„ Italy ur T 49,000 68,000 +19,000 
„ United States à 74,000 89,000 +15,000 
Electric lamps and parts thereof— 
Total uS es 127,000 173,000 +46,000 
From United Kingdom 46,000 62,000 + 6,000 
„ Holland... K m 40,000 71,000 +31,000 
„ Japan 3d. T s 29,000 31,000 + 9,000 
„ United States 10,000 11,000 + 1,000 
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1917-18 1918-19 Inc. or dec. 
£ £ £ 


Electrical wires and cables— 


Total ge e 217,000 242,000 +25,000 
From United Kingdom she 42,000 33,000 — 9,000 
„ Japan gi. 892 "e" 167,000 183,000 +16,000 
„ United States s 4,000 20,000 +16,000 
Other e'ectrical instruments, éc.— 
Total i los 301,000 361,000 +60,000 
From United Kingdom S 153,000 158,000 + 5,000 
» Japan ae ^ sie 81,000 62,000 —19,000 
» United States... a 43.000 105,000 +62,000 
„ Holland iss wis 14,000 17,000 + 3,000 
Telegraphs, materials for construction and accessories— 
Total bod x 6,000 4,000 — 2,000 
From United Kingdon» 5 6,000 3,000 — 3,000 
Tale phones, materials for construction and accessories 
.. Total "PR 13,000 17,000 + 4,000 
From United Kingdom 6,000 3.000 — 3,000 
» Sweden  .. " - 5,000 6,000 + 1,000 
» United States  ... e 1,000 6,000 + 5,000 
In addition to the foregoing, the following were imported as 


Machinery and millwork— 

Total EN 
From United Kingdom 
Telegraph material— 

Total iss 
From United Kingdom 
Instruments and apparatus— 

Total ue m 324,000 
From United Kingdom T 
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EXTRA-HIGH-TENSION DISTRIBUTION BY 
UNDERGROUND CABLE. 


DISCUSSION AT MANCHESTER. 


At Manchester, on January llth, Mr. R. O. Kapp's paper on 
the above subject, which was abstracted in our issue of 
December 17th, was discussed before the NORTH-WESTERN 
CENTRE of the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 

Mr. Watson, referring to Mr. Kapp's suggestion that in 
the past the cost of distributing systems had been compara- 
tively small, differed, because in the majority of undertakings, 
at any rate, the cost of lt. distributing networks already in 
use was as a rule very nearly half the total capital 
employed. If in the past b.p. transmission had been used 
to a larger extent, speaking generally, the cost on the dis- 
tributing and transmission side would have been appreciably 
lower than it stood in the books of most undertakings to-day. 
Mr. Kapp mixed up the two important matters of transmis- 
sion and distribution; there was really a very clear line of 
demarcation between the two, as the terms were used, but his 
transmission meant a straight through transmission from point 
to point with a distribution centre at the end of it or situated 
at a certain point on its length; therefore, what Mr. Kapp 
in several instances called distribution was really a main 
transmission line. The speaker disagreed with Mr. Kapp's 
figure of £4 per kVA of peak load, which was much too 
small, especially in view of the fact that he included in that 
cost the switchgear and the transformers which might be used 
for distribution purposes at the different points. At any rate, 
at the present prices of cables and of labour for jovis. 
the cost must come out at a somewhat higher figure than 
that. The author spoke of distributing 40,000 kW over only 
5 square miles. That represented an exceedingly brisk demand 
in a very small ares, which only extended apparently a 
maximum distance from the generating station of about a 
mile and a quarter. He could not agree with the statement 
that On the other hand, overhead line work is not as cheap 
as cables when small quantities of power have to be dis- 
tributed to isolated points of a complicated network, nor 
with the remark that In the author's opinion it is very 
doubtful indeed if engineers will decide in future schemes 
that the advantages of cable protective gear are great enough 
to justify its cost." Much could be said for the herring-bone 
type of lay-out, particularly in the early development of an 
undertaking; in fact, the speaker did not think they could 
develop with any system other than a herring-bone type. 
The cost of point-to-point transmission with no tappings on 
the way or on the sides would be prohibitive. As time went 
on the herring-bone system would become a big system, and 
be connected up to the larger and more important: main 
transmission lines, which by that time would have been con- 
structed as developments occurred. The ring-main system 
was an ideal system to adopt when it was possible to do so on 
commercial grounds; but it was not every district which was 
so constructed geographically as to make a ring main system 
the idesl one, or even the less costly. In such a case it 
would be better to construct a duplicate main system, because, 
although as far as the cables themselves were concerned, they 


were duplicated, there was only one cost for excavation and 
one cost for reinstatement which, under the present-day scale 
of costs amounted to a considerable percentage of the total 
cost involved. On a ring main it was very desirable that the 
cross-section of the copper should be the same between the 
various inter-connected points, because under certain con- 
ditions they might be called upon to transmit practically the 
full power of one of the main feeders going out to that ring 
main from the generating station; and it was, therefore, 
essential that the cross-section of the copper should be of the 
same size as the individual cables coming up from the station. 

Mr. WILLIAus, in the absence of Mr. Romero, read his 
notes for him, in which the chief criticism was that the 
author only considered capital costs and disregarded losses 
altogether. He defended that attitude by stating that for 
the purpose of the rough generalisations dealt with, feeder 
losses were too small to need considering, which was a most 
misleading statement. The I’R losses in a 0.2 sq. in., 3-core 
armoured cable laid direct and loaded at 250 amperes per 
core, which was well below the temperature limit of the 
cable, amounted to about 47 units per hour per mile at work- 
ing temperature. With a load curve giving losses equal to 
25 per cent. of the losses at 100 per cent. load factor, the 
annual value of these losses at U.9d. per unit would be £356. 
Ihe capital charges per mile per annum on a 6,6vU-volt cable 
of that size laid and jointed were about 42/0, or actually 
much less than the value of the losses. ‘lhose were twr 
average figures, but they could be moditied widely without 
makiug the value of the losses in the least negligible as com- 
pared with the capital charges on the cable. eduction of 
losses should never be lost sight of when stand-by feeders were 
under consideration. ln a properly designed system stand-by 
feeders would generally go a considerable way towards puying 
their own capital charges by reducing 1‘K losses, and in many 
cases (at pressures up to 6,600 volts at any rate) they would 
ettect a net over-all economy as well as provide a stand-by. 
The points he emphasised were that at 6, 600 volts the most 
economical loading was often well below the temperature 
limit; it was unwise and unsafe to run very near the tempera- 
ture limit, and that the extra cost of running well below it 
was not very great. In comparing 33,000 and 6,600-volt trans- 
mission by capital cost alone, the author was doing an injustice 
to the 33, 000-volt transmission, as for the same current density 
the losses at 33,000 volts were only one-fifth of the losses at 
6,600 volts, whereas the capital cost was one-third. The 
author's temperature rise curves were ingenious, but the 
speaker thought most engineers would prefer to have sufficient 
copper to make it unnecessary for them to watch their cables 
so very closely. The capital cost of distribution, £4 per kVA 
of peak load, appeared to be extremely high for such à con- 
centrated area as 5 square miles. 

Mr. RADCLIFFE thought the paper contained much that was 
distinctly dubious, in so far as it related to purely hypothetical 
cases. Ihe speaker was startled at the point made with regard 
to the centre of gravity of the load. It was rather a quibble. 
Perhaps in some of the hypothetical towns which had length 
without breadth it might apply; in an ordinary town, with 
a reasonably symmetrical lay-out, one need not worry about 
the academic distinction between the centre of gravity of the 
load and the centre which gave the minimum heating. The 
new equivalent to the centre of gravity which was based upon 
heating, apparently ignored losses entirely. He congratulated 
Mr. Kapp on his ingenious arrangement of transformer taps. 
which was & valuable scheme, giving an enormous range of 
voltage with a comparatively small number of taps. Generally 
Le was in agreement with him on the question of changing 
voltages. The exceedingly short distance at which it paid 
to change over, from one voltage to another was surprising. 
Another aspect of that matter would become important in 
the future. In large cities the load was becoming much more 
dense, and the cost of cables increased not so much owing 
to the increase in the cost of the cables themselves as to the 
increase in the cost of laying them. It might be desirable to 
consider increasing the pressure on existing feeders. Feeders 
that had been laid for 6,600 volts would undoubtedly be quite 
safe for a very much higher pressure. Probably another 
transformer step would not involve a cost in excess of that 
involved by the laying of additional lt. feeders. It was 
pleasant to hear a good word for the cable sometimes, and 
Mr. Kapp's remarks on protective gear were distinctly refresh- 
ing. Some of the papers they had had recently on that 
subject were disconcerting. A herring-bone system with a 
number of taps on the cable was very bad, but a system 
which was practically the same thing, in which the cable was 
looped in and out of sub-stations, was quite legitimate, and 
comparatively easy to control. Ring mains had served a very 
useful purpose in scattered districts, but they were rather 
overrated for cities or dense areas. The distribution of the 
future would be, as the author suggested, some combination 
of the star and link system for the primary transmission, 
then a secondary star-and-link system, and, lastly, probably 
some sort of simple radiating system. It was not to be ex- 
pected that every consumer on a h.t. system could have a 
duplicate supply any more than he could on an ordinary l. t. 
system, but all the important mains of the primary trans- 
mission would certainly have to admit of alternative routes 
in case of breakdown. Main feeders must not be tapped, 
but most engineers would question the desirability of reducing 
the cross section on ring mains. One result of the author's 
remarkable curve, No. 8, was that it led to the selection of 
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0.075 sq. in. as the maximum size of a 6,600-volt cable; in 
Manchester they had miles of 0.25 and 0.3 cable on 6,600 volts, 
and they also had cables of similar size in operation on 33, 000 
volts. Who was right? ‘Che heating theoretically seemed to 
be quite permissible, but nothing was stated about the data 
on which they were based as regarded permissible heat, cur- 
rent density, and so on, or whether they were equally applic- 
able to 6,000 and 33 000 volts. The maximum temperature was 
not necessarily the same in the case of both cables, neither was 
it necessary to depend upon the same factors; that was to 
say, the limits were not governed by the same considerations. 
He could hardly agree that it was a suitable occupation for 
the switchman to dabble with those curves and tracings; he 
had far more iniportant duties to perform. But something 
of that sort might ultimately become one of the duties of an 
operator upon a large system who, for want of a better term, 
he called load controller.“ 

Mr. J. B. PALMER agreed that '' voltage drop on the e.h.t. 
system is always so small that it need not govern the lay-out 
as it does in the case of l. t. systems. In the case of e.h.t. 
cables, heating and not voltage drop is always the determining 
factor,” but in the case of a power station supplying, not a 
town, but a group of towns, trom a distance for which the 
voltage was just about the limit, that paragraph might be 
misleading, because undoubtedly the voltage drop might be 
very embarrassing indeed. He actually knew of one case 
where it was so. There were most remarkable differences of 
Opinion upon what constituted average circumstances. It 
seened tuat the expense one would be put to for stand-by 
plant would be enormously increased were it not for the fact 
that protective gear was necessary to cut out a faulty section 
and a faulty section only. 

Mir. Kapp, in his reply to the discussion, said that his figure 
of £4 per kVA was probably too low; he took two limits, think- 
ing that the truth would be somewhere between those limits. 
In most cases where one had to distribute electricity at, say, 
6,000 volts to fairly small industrial consumers, the fixed 
charges on overhead lines were so high that there ‘would be a 
limit to the size of the individual load. "here were quite a 
lot of cases where there was a reason for protective or detec- 
tive gear, but in the majority of cases he would rather expend 
the money upon better and extra insulation upon the cables. 
With regard to the 0.075 cable being too small, he did not 
know what current density was being worked to in Man- 
chester, but they had to work to much larger densities in 
manufacturing than they did some years ago. According 
to the figures he got from manufacturers a 0.075 cable could 
safely take a load now for which ten, or even five years ago, 
they would have used a much heavier cross-section. If the 
Manchester cables were put down at the present date, the 
mains engineer would probably have a smaller section. With 
regard to the point that if they wanted to transmit 40, 000 kW 
a 0.075 sq. in. cable would involve a very large number of 
cables, the 0.075 cable he had in mind was for a case of distri- 
bution, in which they would only have two or three, or perhaps 
four, parallel feeders, and in each case they would want a 
stand- by feeder. If they connected up to a very large works 
and had five, six, or more parallel feeders, one stand-by was 
a small proportion of the whole lot, then it was best to make 
each of them of a larger cross-section. The suggestion that 
the economic section of cable was often below the safe current 
density had been made in other places where the paper had 
been read, and it had been said that Kelvin’s law gave a 
current density for a 6,000-volt cable which was lower than 
the safe current density, but he could not agree at all; there 
must be some misapprehension about how one should apply 
Kelvin's law to those cases of distribution. When Kelvin 
devised that Jaw he had in mind the laying of one cable, and 
the problem was to determine the best cross-section of copper 
lor that one cable. At the present day their cross-section of 
copper was fixed; generally it was a case of laying extension 
feeders. They were going to make them of the same cross- 
section as the existing feeders; therefore, the whole of the 
cost of the cable, plus the cost of laying and making good 
the ground, and everything else involved, varied as the cross- 
section ; and the capital charges on all those must be equated 
to the losses to give the economical current density. In those 
cases it would be found that for the 06,600-volt cable the 
density given by Kelvin's law was always very much in excess 
of the safe current density for heating. The position of the 
economical site of the power house was given by Carrothers's 
method, even if they took account of the losses; in fact they 
could add the cost of the losses to the capital charges, aud 
the economical position would still be given by Carrothers's 
method. 


Discussion aT BIRMINGHAM. 

The paper was also discussed before the SouTH MIDLAND 
CENTRE at Birmingham on January 12th. 

Major A. M. TAYLOR questioned the author's diagram which 
showed that at a distance of five miles from the generating 
station the cost of a 6,600-volt system would be the same as 
that of a 33,000-volt system, and gave particulars of a case 
which had been worked out in Birmingham. A sub-station 
with a present demand of 6,000 kVA was fed by three 0.15 
sq. in. trunk feeders working at 1,500 amperes per sq. in. It 
was desired to double the voltage on those trunks on account 
of voltage drop; the question to be considered was whether 
it was best to put in three additional cables or to introduce 
step-up and step-down transformers and transmit the whole 


12,000 kW over the three existing mains. The result of the 
Investigation was that on a two-mile transmission there would 
be an annual loss of £0.16 per kVA, on a three-mile trans- 
mission a gain of £0.16 per kVA, and on a five-mile transmis- 
sion a gain of 40.80 per kVA. Some mains were as long as 
the latter, and in such a case the gain per annum would 
be about £30,000 on the total quantity of power which it was 
contemplated to transmit. 

Mr. W. Brew said that some of the author's diagrams 
appeared to assume that the total cost of cable per unit of 
length was proportional to the sectional area of the copper. 
That assumption would only be approximately correct in the 
case of the largest cables, and took no account of the cost 
of trenching and reinstatement. When it was remembered 
that for medium and small e.h.t. cables laid singly the cost 
of trenching and reinstatement approached a figure nearly 
double that of the cable itself, it would be evident that the 
form of the diagrams referred to would require to be modified. 

Mr. W. E. Groves observed that it was not possible to 
foresee the conditions that would arise during the development 
of a large supply scheme and, unfortunately, networks had 
to be planned a long time before the anticipated demand was 
realised. In the interval unexpected loads might turn up, 
and it was necessary, therefore, to adopt a step-by-step policy 
of planning. At the same time the design had to be based 
with some ultimate lay-out in view, and the present paper 
was, therefore, of great interest though limited in its applica- 
tion. The speaker agreed with the author's comments on 
the reliability of cables, and also that heavy outlays on pilot 
protection systems for distribution networks on a large scale 
were difficult to Justify. 

Mr. W. WILSON mentioned that his own experience in e.h.t. 
transmission had been solely with overhead systems. In those 
there was a well-aefined relation between length of transmis- 
sion and voltage, resulting in the rate of about 1,000 volts 
per mile. 


THE ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS’ 
ASSOCIATION (INC.). 


ANNUAL DINNER 


ON January 19th the annual dinner of the Electrical Con- 
tractors’ Assoclution (Inc.), the N.E.C.T.A., Ltd., and the 
National Federated Electrical Association was held at the 
Connaught Rooms; the president, Mr. P. Collinson, was in 
the chair, and amongst the guests were Messrs. Ll. B. Atkin- 
son, R. Tweedy Smath, A. Albrecht, P. F. Rowell, J. Y. 
Fletcher, J. W. Beauchamp, Col. H. M. leaf, Major H. 
Richardson, Messrs. H. G. Purchase, M.P., H. Hirst, C. H. 
Wordingham, E. C. Wansbrough, À. C. Cramb, L. Gaster, 
F. B. O. Hawes, and A. G. Beaver. 

After the toast of The King had been duly honoured, 
Mr. H. HIRST proposed The Allied Associations and Honorary 
Officials." He claimed that no one had done more than he 
to establish the contracting industry on a sound basis; in 
other countries installation work was carried out by the large 
manufacturing firms or companies owned and controlled by 
them, and in this country in the early days the same con- 
dition had obtained. W hen, in 1886, he proposed to start a 
business for the supply of electrical apparatus, he was laughed 
at. His first catalogue of 1886 was designed to help the big 
firms, which had found that contracting did not fit in with 
their business, and sublet the contracts to their foremen, who 
were the first contractors. The big firms boycotted him be- 
cause he gave away too many secrets in the shape of 
hints for wiremen. All his life he had devoted attention to 
the contractors, whose wants he supplied, and when they 
formed an association he took the keenest interest in it, 
considering that by that step they had elevated their status. 
He urged that further progress should be made in that direc- 
tion with a view to promoting efficiency, and cited a bad 
lay-out as an example of the harm done to the industry by 
an inefficient contractor. In Germany and the United States. 
he said, the producer imposed his will on the consumer; here 
the’ consumer's views prevailed, with unfortunate results. 
‘The contractor was the link between the manufacturer and 
hé consumer, and should study the problems that were met 
with in the vast field of domestic applications of electricity 
that was opening before the industry. 

“Responding, the CBAIRMAN thanked Mr. Hirst for his 

" scathing remarks,” and said that the most important matter 
before the Electrical Contractors' Association was the question 
of registration or licensing of contractors; the time had come 
when the tvpe of contractor to which Mr. Hirst had alluded 
should be eliminated from the trade, and the unskilled man 
prevented froin setting up in business. The Board of Trade 
would not accept the proposed scheme, but sooner or later 
they hoped to gam their end. The E.C.A. was also dealing 
with the training of apprentices; committees had been formed 
in all the large towns to supervise their training, and to make 
arrangements with the local education authorities for classes, 
with a view to turning out a man much in advance of the 
present operative. The question of municipal trading had 
received their attention: and they hoped soon to get into 
closer touch with the municipal engineers, and to arrive at 
an understanding with regard te their respective spheres. 
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The N.E.C.T.A., which was formed to enter into trading agree- 
ments with manutacturers, had not made the progress that 
Was anticipated, but their agreement with the Cable Makers’ 
Association had operated most satisfactorily; there was not 
a single case of unfair trading in the past year. Such an 
agreeinent was of mutual beneht, tending to keep the foreigner 
out ot our market. ‘Lo-day, assisted by the high rate of 
exchange and tlie low cost ot living, the German manufacturer 
was 1n a good position to attack the British market; the 
samples were here already, and the goods would follow. The 
National Federated Electrical Association was formed to 
settle wages with employés; ajher sections of the industry 
thought they were paying eXcessive rates, but they were a 
small body, under great pressure. ‘lhey contemplated linking 
up with the Engineering Employers’ Association, with whose 
guidance they hoped their tuture settlements would not be 
so much open to criticism. ‘They could readily come to an 
understanding with the Electrical Wholesalers’ Federation, 
and the Electrical Development Association might play a great 
part in the future of the industry. More linking up of Asso- 
ciations was desirable, to remove friction und avoid loss of 
energy. 

Mr. H. G. Purcuass, M.P., also responded, laying stress on 
the importance of etticiency, and claiming that in the exercise 
of scientific imagination this country excelled the United 
States and Germany. ! 

Mr. H. J. Cash, proposing ‘‘ The Guests (I. E. E. and 
kindred Associations), said that contractors often did not 
attach sufficient importance to membership of the Institution. 
The old views of the Institution were dispelled; it was a body 
which looked after the interests of the whole industry, every 
section of which was represented on the Council and com- 
mittees, and at its meetings they met engineers and manu- 
facfurers on common ground. As a member of the Council, 
he knew that the contractors were welcomed and regarded as 
fellow engineers, and their advice was sought in all matters 
in which they could afford assistance. The contractors had 
not always seen eye to eye with the I.M.E.A., but really their 
interests were identical, and they ought to make common 
cause in the future. The Cable Makers’ Association worked 
in harmony with them, not only for tinancial benefits, but for 
tbe general interests of the industry, and their joint com- 

mittee provided for the exchange of views and promoted good 
feeling. The Electrical Development Association was one of 
the great powers of the near future, and ought to be sup- 

ported by every branch of the industry. The Electrical Trades 
Bod olent Institution was doing an enormous amount ot good, 
and the Illuminating Engineers’ Society's work was of great 
benefit to contractors. 

Mr. Lu. B. ATKINSON, responding, emphasised the import- 
ance of combination in industry, and complimented those who 
had developed the Association ‘out of so widely scattered a 
body as the contractors. ‘The Association had already im- 
mensely raised the status of the industry, and he aiu not 
agree with Mr. Hirst as to the technical ability of the con- 
tractors, many of whom, to his knowledge, had nothing to 
learn about their business. The trading agreement with the 
Cable Makers’ Association, which had been made in the face 
of great difficulties, was not only useful to the contractors bv 
standardising their position, but had been valuable to the 
cable makers in classifying their customers. On the whole, 
its advantages had been enormous. ` Other associations which 
did not muke the same experiment were lacking in progres- 
siveness. The Institution of Electrical Engineers was a power- 
ful instrument for the good of the industry: it was the largest 
institution in the country, and in enterprise and ability second 
to none. The Cable Makers’ Association, which had existed 
for 21 years, had aroused the deepest hostility in the early 
davs, but that feeling had passed, and in his person the I. E. E. 
had recognised its merits. 

Major H. RICHARDSON, president of the I.M.E.A.. also re- 
sponded. and on behalf of his Association, said that the desire 
for co-operation was never before so real and earnest. Ex- 
perience had taught them the value of tolerance; to-day the 
electrical industry had the world at its feet, and they were 
all entitled to participate in the good times that were coming. 
The time had come for the amalgamation of many bodies with 
closely similar objects, to the advantage of all parties, including 
the customer. The I.M.E.A. was on the verge of holding im- 
portant conferences with the E.C.A., and would come to them 
determined to seek a happy outcome from the negotiations. 
[he «dornestic heating and cooking load was going to be a 
very big thing. and was starting already. The I. M. E. A. was 
considering the all-important question of tariffs; personally, 
he was wedded to the fixed charge plus the smallest possible 
running charge. A really cheap price was essential. The tariff 
should be reduced to the simplest terms, which could be 
understood by the man in the street; mathematical accuracy 
was out of place in quoting to the consnmer. 

Mr. W. R. RAWILIN GS proposed The Electrical Trades 
Benevolent Institution.“ which he thought had not been 
adequately supported by contractors; thev should help to make 
the home they were going to a little more comfortable. ‘hev 
could not foresee the future, and they would be surprised if 
thev knew the positions that had been occupied by the people 
who came to them for. help. 

Mr. J. Y. FrEgrTCHFR, in reply, said the contractors had rup- 
ported the Institution, but the fund could not do what ìt 
should do; the industry was big enough to carry its own 
casualties, and a very energetic and concerted effort would be 


made. later in the year, to put the fund on the broad basis 
which it should possess. It could deal with current needs, 
but would have to face much heavier calls in the near future. 
He looked forward to a generous response to the campaign, 
and laid stress on many small subscriptions in preference 
to a few large ones. The Institution, perhaps, had not 
advertised itself sufliciently. had not yet made an adequate 
appeal to the industry. He concluded with special thanks to 
the electrical Press for its generous assistance to the In- 


. stitution. 


Mr. W. Cross proposed The Chairman,” one of the oldest 
members of the Association, and one of the founders of the 
Bradford branch, past chairman of the Northern Section, and 
a member of Council for many years. The toast was accorded 
musical honours, and in responding, Mr. CoLLINSON referred 
to his retirement from business due to ill- health, and his 
approaching retirement from the ottice of president. Often 
it seemed that they were working hard and not making 
progress; but looking back over a period of years, he saw 
that they had made progress, and established the contracting 
industry on the footing of a trade in itself. 

A musical entertainment was provided under the direction 
of Mr. E. L. Halford, F.R.C.O., and the function as a whole 
was regarded as an exceptionally successful and enjoyable one. 


ELECTRONS, 
By SIR WILLIAM BRAGG, K.B.E., F.R.S. 


(The twelfth Kelvin Lecture, delivered before THE INSTITUTION 
OF ELECTRICAL E]NGINEERS.) 


It 15 at the wish of your Council that I am speaking to you 
this evening on the subject of electrons. 

Without this explanauon you may well be amazed at my 
attempt to deal with so large a subject, on which Sir Oliver 
Lodge and others have spoken to you on many different 
occasions. But, of course, I set myself certain limits, and 
propose to speak mainly on two lines of recent research, 
referring to the part played by the electron in radiation pro- 
cesses and to the part it plays in atomic structure. And first, 
with your permission, 1 will put in a background of general 
facts. 

In recent years the results of experimental research on 
the properties of electrons have accumulated with startling 
rapidity. As knowledge grows, the importance of the part 
played by the electron in the mechanics of the world becomes 
even clearer. There are all the right signs that progress is 
being made along a road tbat really leads somewhere; we 
are continually tnding that, through some electron action, 
phenomena are linked together between which we had hitherto 
seen no connection. Precision is given to our views; we find 
ourselves uble to express, quantitively and with confidence, 
laws and relations which have been matters of vague surmise. 
Every experiment that is finished suggests others that are 
promising. ‘The whole world of experimental physics is full 
of new life, and of the consciousness that after a period of 
hesitation the tide of discovery is sweeping on again. I hope 
I may be allowed to claim that when an advance 18 made in 
the realm of physics all other natural sciences feel the impulse 
sooner or later. 

While knowledge grows by experiment, theory is also busy. 
The attempts to co-ordinate the new discoveries are of singular 
interest. because of their daring, their width, and their 
strength ; because they are so often fruitful in prediction ; and, 
not least, perhaps, because they seem so often to be irrecon- 
cilable with each other. 

Altogether, then, a lengthy course of lectures might well 
be devoted to the 'subject of electrons, as indeed is the case 
in our universities. But your Council has asked me to contine 
myself—and 1 assure you I am very thankful for the restric- 
tion—to a brief description of the main features of a great 
inquiry, and of the direction in which that inquiry is moving. 

It helps to a right appreciation of the position as regards 
the electron if we observe its strong resemblance to the older 
state of things when first the atomic theory of matter was 
clearly defined. Just as chemistry has grown and prospered 
on its recognition of the unit of matter, so electrical science 
has already begun a new life, and to all seeming, a most 
vigorous one, based on the understanding of nature's unit of 
electricity. There are many ditlerent atoms of matter, nearly 
a hundred are distinguishable by their different chemical 
reactions; but the number of different kinds of electrical atoms 
is very much more limited. We are clear as to the existence 
of one. the electron, nature's unit of negative electricity. 
We suppose that there is a definite positive counterpart, but 
our ideas about it are much less precise. We seem to get 
along very well at present without any intimate knowledge 
of the positive, or perhaps we should say positives; for present 
purposes the negative unit is that which gives definition to 
our work. 

[f the chemist has found so much profit in his recognition 
of the fact that nature has just so many ways, and no more. 
of doing up parcels of matter, the electrician will surely gain 
in the same way, when he grasps the fact that electricity is 
not merely measurable in quantity, but that there is already 
a unit of nature's choice, possibly no more than one unit. 
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We may say with justice that the most wonderful advances 
in modern physics are the reward for our appreciation of 
uns truth, and we may hope with equal justice that we 
ure yet tar from reaping the full benefit. 

The first suggestion of the atomic character of electric charge 
came, it is weil known, from observation of the laws ot 
electrolysis. Since the movement of atoms or atom clusters 
or ions across the electrolytic cell was accompanied by a 
simultaneous transfer of electricity, in which each ion, of 
whatever nature, bore always the same charge or at least a 
simple multiple of it, there was a clear indication that this 
division of electricity into parcels of constant magnitude 
implied the existence of some natural unit charge. No pro- 
gress, however, was made or could be made so long as the 
charge could only be observed as an attachment to an ion; 
it was not even clear that it could ever have a separate exist- 
ence. In the long series of researches which finally led to 
the isolation of the electron and the determination ol its 
properties, there were certain that marked detinite stages in 
the forward movement. Crookes examined the electric dis- 
charge in bulbs exhausted to a high degree by the new air 
punips which he had succeeded in making; and he observed 
tbe so-called cathode rays, streaming away from the negative 
electrode. He showed that they possessed the properties to 
be expected from a stream of particles projected across the 
bulb, and carrying negative electricity with them; for, on the 
one hand, they could heat up bodies on which they fell, and 
on the other, they were deflected in crossing a magnetic field. 
Crookes spoke of a fourth state of matter, and defended his 
view against the opposing hypothesis, held largely on the 
Continent, that the stream consisted of electromagnetic waves 
in some form or other. Hertz showed that the rays could 
pass through thin sheets of matter such as aluminium leaf, 
and Lenard took advantage of this to coax them outside the 
bulb and display their effects in the air outside. 

In the later years of the last century came the great experi- 
ments of Wiechert, Thomson, and many other well-known 
observers who weighed the electron and: measured its charge, 
and showed that there was only the one electron though it 
was to be found everywhere and in every body. Since then, 
the measurements of these quantities have been repeated many 
times with increasing skill and understanding. They have 
reached their present high-water mark perhaps in the experi- 
ment of Millikan at Chicago, who gives us the value of the 
charge in electromagnetic units e 1.591 X10, the mass being 
0.905 X10-" gramme or 1/1530 of the mass of the hydrogen 
atom. 

So we arrive finally at an accurate comparison of these 
unique and fundamental units of nature with the units which 
we ourselves have chosen for our convenience, and without, 
of course, any relation to the other. We infer from experi- 
ments such as those of Kaufmann and Bucherer, that the 
energy of the moving electron may be considered to exist 
wholly in the form of electromagnetic energy such as is 
necessarily present when an electrical charge 1s in motion; 
and that its mass is in this way perfectly accounted for. But 
this conclusion sets a limit to the size of the electron and we 
must assume that its radius, if its form is spherical, is not more 
than 10-? cm. or about a hundred-thousandth of the radius 
of any atom. 

Why, we may well ask, have these measurements of charge 
and mass never been made before? The electron is every- 
where; the transfer of electricity from place to place consists 
always in the transfer of electrons. The electric current 
is a hurrying stream of electrons; all our electrical machinery 
concerns itself with setting these in motion, giving them 
energy, and again withdrawing it. In the processes of elec- 
trolysis, the electrons are handed to and fro. Everywhere 
they fill the stage, why have we not noticed hitherto their 
qualities, which so far can be expressed so simply? 

The answer is that we have never, until recently, been 
able to make them move fast enough in spaces sufficiently 
empty of air or other gases. It is only when an electron has 
a sufficient speed that it can escape absorption in the atoms 
which it must be continually meeting. Unless an electron 
has a speed exceeding about a three-hundredth of the velocity 
of light, that is to say, such a speed as it acquires in falling 
through a potential of a few volts, it sticks to the next atom 
it runs up against; even with ten times that speed it can 
only move a fraction of a millimetre through air at ordinary 
pressure before it loses its velocity and, therefore, its power 
of going through the atoms. When Crookes first saw the 
cathode-ray stream in full course, it was because he had 
reduced the number of gas molecules in his bulb to such an 
extent that an electron could fly in a straight line from end 
to end of the bulb without going through more than a 
hundred atoms or so, and the induction coil had given it 
quite enough speed to do that without turning out of its 
course; no matter what sort of atoms they were. Incidentally, 
since atoms can be traversed in this way, we naturally think 
of an atom as a very empty affair. l 

Electrons flving still faster than in the discharge tube 
are found to constitute a part of the radiation from radioactive 
substances. Some of the g8-rays have velocities nearly equal 
to that of light, and can pass through millions of atoms 
before their energy is spent. In open air a f-ray may have 
& course of metres in length. though it is generally broken. 
bv encounters with traversed atoms, into & path of corners 
and irregularities. 

It is speed which gives separate existence to the moving 


-Coolidge bulb. 


electron; and speed which also betrays its presence to us. 
For, on its way, the electron here and there chips away 
another electron trom an atom which it is crossing and leaves 
behind it a separation of electricities which may subsequently 
influence chemical action as in the case of the phosphorescent 
screen or photographic plate, or provide a current for the 
lonisation chamber. We do not know exactly how this re- 
moval of electrons is effected, nor why some atoms parv with 
electrons more easily than others so that the flying electron 
loses less energy as it goes through; there is much that is 
obscure in the whole process. But it gives us a ready means 
of observation, without which indeed our knowledge of the 
electron would be far less than it is. 

These electrons which are so made manifest by speed form 
but & minute fraction of their whole number. They are to 
be found in every body, and in every atom of every body. 
‘Shey form one of the elements of construction of every atom; 
and it is one of the most immediate aims of present research 
io find in what way they are built into atomic structure. In 
every atom there are electrons of which one can be removed 
at the cost of & certain amount of energy, of the order of 
10-" erg; part or perhaps all of which may be recoverable, 
so that the store of energy in the atom remains what it was. 
The potential through which an electron must fall so that it 
acquires this energy, and is able to effect this removal when 
it strikes the atom, is known as the ionisation potential. 
Whether a second electron can be removed at anything like 
the same cost is ditlicult to say. There are other electrons 
with the atom which are intrinsically far more difficult to 
remove. On the other hand, some atoms, for example, those 
of the metals, have each one or more electrons which are 
little more than hangers on, and are indeed removed with 
very little trouble. A block of pure metal is full of such loosely 
bound electrons, so that if an electric potential difference is 
maintained across the block an electron fiow or electric current 
is produced. The metal '' conducts.”’ 

At sufticiently high temperature all bodies become con- 
ductors; we must imagine that the violent thermal agitation 
shakes electrons free from their ties to the atoms even when 
at low temperature the bonds ordinarily remain unbroken. 
At high temperature, too, the electrons acquire high velocities 
as they move too and fro with their proper share of heat 
energy. At the surface of the hot body the electrons may 
break away; and hence the ‘* thermionic emission ’’ investi- 
gated by O. W. Richardson. So copious is this supply of 
electrons at the surface of a hot body that if the latter is 
made negative in potential relative to its surroundings there 
is a current discharge which may sometimes be measurable 
in amperes. Of course, such a current can only pass one 
way, negatively from the hot body, or positively towards it. 
So we get the basic principle of the '' valve," and so Coolidge 
provides the electrons for projection against the target m 
the X-ray bulb which he has designed. At this point we 
find already the adaptation of our new knowledge of electrons 
to apparatus of extraordinarily great use to mankind. 

If we now plunge a little deeper into our subject we come 
to certain most fascinating regions of it, where exploration 1s 
still in full progress. In one of these we find the most re- 
markable connection between moving electrons and electro- 
magnetic waves. The one, it seems, can always call up the 
other; and the action obeys certain precise numerical laws. 

Let us take as an ex£mple the production of X-rays in a 
A plentiful supply of electrons is provided 
at. the cathode by heating a fine spiral of tungsten wire to 
a high temperature. A high poen difference between 
cathodes and target is provided by some approximate means, 
and the electrons are hurled at the target, each possessing 
an amount of energy equal to the product of the electron 
charge and the applied potential. Where the electrons strike, 
some of their energy is converted into electromagnetic waves 
of very high frequency, the so-called X-rays. Suppose that 
we measure the energy supplied to each electron—not an easy 
matter with the usual „ but very easily done 
if, as in certain experiments of Duane and Hunt, at Harvard 
University, the potential is derived from a great storage 
battery of 20, 000 volts. Suppose, further, that we analyse by 
the X-ray spectrometer the X-ray radiation that issues from 
the target. We find that the frequencies of the emitted rays 
may have a wide range of values, but that the upper limit of 
the frequencies is always proportional to the energy ot the 
electron, and, therefore, to the potential imposed on the tube. 
This ratio remains the same no matter what is the intensity 
of the electron discharge, and no matter what the nature of 
the target. This ratio of electron energy to maximum fre- 
quency is a number which has turned up in previous cases 
where the emission of radiation energy has been measured ; it 
is known as Planck's constant, and is denoted by k. Its 
value is 6.55x10—7. Although the constant has been met 
with before, there is probably no instance where the trans- 
formation of energy which it governs is so simply displayed 
or so easily measured as in the case just described. 

In certain measurements made by Duane, the X-ray spectro- 
meter was set to observe the presence of a certain frequency 
as soon as it appeared. The potential on the tube was then 
increased by degrees. The rays of the given frequency ap- 
peared as soon as the energy A oar to the electron was 
equal to the frequency multiplied by h. As the potential was 
increased still further these rays increased in intensity. 

It is to be observed that the production of X-rays is an 
aggregate of individual efforts by separate electrons; each 
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electron produces its own train of X-rays when it strikes the 
target. ‘Lhere is no sign of any combined action, as indeed is 
evident from the fact that the intensity of the cathode-ray 
stream is without influence on the frequencies of the X-rays 
produced. 

The crucial point is that where the energy of an electron 
is handed over in whole or in part, the frequency of the X-ray 
waves that take over the erlergy is determined by the quantity 
of energy handed over. This explains why there is a limit 
to the trequency of the X-rays; it 1s because there are some 
electrons, though only a fraction of the whole number, which 
give up all their energy to the formation of X-rays at the 
moment of striking, before they have lost energy in collisions. 
The rest of the rays, all those which have lesser frequencies, 
will come from electrons that have lost speed in this way, 
or possibly have transferred only part of their energy. The 
atom of the target is playing the part of a transformer, and 
does not determine the frequency, so far as these effects are 
concerned. 

All this is wonderful enough; but the marvel is greatly 
increased by the discovery that the effect is reciprocal. Just 
as the swiftly moving electrons excite X-rays, so X-rays 
when they strike any substance lose their energy, which now 
appears as the energy of moving electrons. And, again, we 
find the same variation in the result and the same limit to 
that variation. Among the electrons so set in motion we 
find, examining them as soon as possible after their motion 
has begun, every variety of energy-content up to a certain 
critical value which is equal to the frequency of the X-rays 
multiplied by the same constant h. It is to be observed that 
we cannot measure all the electron velocities as soon as they 
exist because some of the motions begin in the body of the 
substance, into which the X-rays have penetrated, and have 
lost speed on the way out. Again, therefore, there is nothing 
against the hypothesis that the energy of every electron set 
going by waves of given frequency is originally the same, 
and is determined by the standard condition already given. 

Not only in the case of X-rays are these effects observed, 
but also in the case of light. The only ditference is that the 
frequencies of light vibrations are some 10,000 times less than 
those of X-rays, and the electron energies are correspondingly 
smaller. When the light waves produce the electrons we 
have what is known as the photo-electric effect. The pro- 
duction of light by electrons has been much studied recently 
in experiments to find '' resonance-potentials," that is to say, 
the magnitudes of potentials which must act on electrons so 
as to give them enough energy to excite certain particular 
radiation from atoms on which they fall. 

Exactly how this strange transfer of energy from one form 
to another takes place, we do not know; the question is full 
of puzzles. The magnitudes involved are hard to realise; 
it helps if we alter their scale of presentment. Suppose that 
the target of the X-ray bulb were magnified in size until it 
was as great as the moon's disk, that is to say, about 100 
million times. The atoms would then be spheres & centimetre 
or so in diameter. But the electrons would still be invisible to 
the naked eye. The distance from earth to moon would cor- 
respond roughly to the distance that ordinarily separates the 
bulb from an observer or his apparatus. We now shoot 
electrons at the moon with a certain velocity; let us say that 
in every second each square yard or square foot or square inch, 
it does not matter which, receives an electron. A radiation 
now starts away from the moon which immediately manifests 
itself (there is no other mean manifestation whatever) by 
causing electrons to spring out of bodies on which it 
falls. They leap out from the earth, here one and 
there one ; from each square mile of sea or land, one a second 
or thereabouts. They may have various speeds; but none 
exceed, though some will just reach, the velocity of the original 
electrons that were fired at the moon. That, reduced again 
to normal size, is the process that goes on in and about the 
X-ray bulb; which is part of a universal natural process going 
on wherever radiation, électron, or wave, falls on matter, 
and which is clearly one of the most important and most 
fundamental operations in the material world. 


(To be concluded.) 


ELECTRIC ARC WELDING APPLIED 
TO ALUMINIUM. 


Bx F. J. HEYES, B.Esc. 


Tre following is an abstract of a paper which was read at the 
Liverpool Sub-centre of the North-Western Centre of the 
INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL. ENGINEERS, on January 17th :— 

Ever since the discovery of aluminium the greatest difficulty 
has been experienced in joining pieces of it together, either 
by soldering with some other metal, or alloy, or by autogenous 
welding. 

The first and greatest difficulty to be overcome is the affinity 
of aluminium for oxygen. In order to get any two pieces of 
metal to unite, it is essential that the surfaces should be free 
from any coating of solid dirt or oxide which will prevent 
them coming into intimate contact. The affinity is so great 
that even at ordinary temperatures a clean surface quickly 
becomes thinly coated with oxide, and at temperatures ap- 
proaching its melting point it immediately becomes thickly 


coated, and small pieces of the metal will burn away com- 
pletely. "he melting point of the oxide is far above that of 
the metal, so that 1t is impossible to weld two pieces together 
without some flux which will dissolve or get rid of the oxide. 

With a plain aluminium rod without any coating of flux, on 
striking the arc the metal instead of dropping oit as soon as 
it is melted hangs in globules on to the end of the electrode 
till they become as much as half an inch in diameter, when 
using a number of electrodes, they then fall on to the plate 
which is to be welded. ‘These globules become thickly coated 
with oxide, and so does the plate, so that when they drop off 
they adhere to the plate only at the point where they are 
playing, and when cool they can be easily pulled off witn the 
fingers. All the time that this is taking place thick clouds of 
fumes are given off, and eventually the pieces of aluminium 
which were to be welded melt, but show no signs of adhering 
to one another. The thick clouds of fume are probably due 
to the fact that some of the aluminium is vaporised by the 
intense heat of the arc, and burns awae much more freely. 

There are three ways of dealing with the oxidation: First 
by protection of the surfaces from contact with the air and 
consequent oxidation, by some flux which fuses easily and 
will not prevent the surfaces coming together. Secondly, by 
solution of the infusible oxide in some fluxible substance which 
does not affect the quality of the weld; and thirdly, by chemical 
combination of the oxide to form some substance which is 
fusible at the temperature of melting aluminium, or a combina- 
tion of the oxide to form some substance which is fusible at 
the temperature of melting aluminium, or a combination of 
these may be used. 

Perfect protection of the surface cannot be obtained in 

practice, so that ıt is necessary to combine protection with 
solution in one form or another. Chemical combination has 
the disadvantage that any substance that combines with the 
oxide will also combine with the aluminium, and so may be 
used up before dissolving all the oxide, or portions of it 
may become embedded in the deposited metal and cause sub- 
sequent corrosion. Hence solution of tin oxide in some solu- 
tion which is chemically suitable when in contact with 
aluminium is the best method if obtainable. 
. Chlorides of the alkaline metals are very suitable for pro- 
tection of the molten surface from contact with the air, as 
they melt below the melting point of aluminium, and do not 
interfere with the making of the weld.  Fluorides of the 
alkaline metals and of aluminium have the property of dis- 
solving aluminium oxide without chemical combination, 80 
that they would appear to be the most satisfactory if there 
were no other obstacle to their use. Bisulphates of the alka- 
line metals being unsaturated compounds can combine with 
the oxide, and are very useful for this purpose. 

Arc welding of aluminium has been attempted by the 
author, using the ordinary acetylene welding fluxes, without 
any success whatsoever, and he reached the conclusion that 
it is essential to use & flux which is not easily vaporised. 
For this purpose he found cryolite suitable. In arc welding 
a small pool of molten aluminium is formed at the point 
being welded, the temperature of which is far above the 
melting point of the metal, some of the aluminium being 
deposited in the form of vapour. At this temperature the 
cryolite becomes quite fluid, and runs freely on the surface, 
enabling a very good weld to be made. In trying to weld with 
a plain electrode the aluminium hangs in globules at the end 
of the electrode, as 5 explained, and there is still a 
tendency for this to occur when using cryolite alone. A small 
percentage of chloride, however, overcomes this difficulty and 
renders welding much easier. g 

In arc welding it is essential to have a coating of flux on the 
outside of the electrode, as otherwise the aluminium in passing 
from the end of the electrode to the work becomes so thickly 
coated with oxide that a very large quantity of flux would 
be required to deal with it. Where the electrodes may be 
subjected to rough handling it would be very desirable to 
have the flux enclosed in the electrode, but as this is impossible, 
it becomes necessary to fix the flux on the outside of the 
electrode, which may be done satisfactorily with a binding of 
fine cotton. 

In welding iron or steel a current of about 80 amps. 18 
required for a plate about 4 in. thick, using a No. 8 electrode, 
but to weld a similar sheet of aluminium satisfactorily it is 
necessary to use about 150 amperes. The only explanation 
offered for this is that aluminium is a much better conductor 
of heat than iron, and as it is necessary to keep the pool of 
metal at the point being welded well above the melting point 
it is necessary to use a much higher current. When the plates 
being welded are cold it is impossible to weld with a smaller 
current, but if the work be A to about 400 deg. C., 
a good weld may be made with about 60-80 amps. This bears 
out the above explanation, as the melting point of aluminium 
is only 500 deg. C. it does not require so intense & heat to 
keep the point being welded above this temperature if there 
is only about 180 deg. C. difference between it and the sur- 
rounding portions of the material. l 

The welding current should increase with. the thickness 
of the plate; for $ in. thickness 120-130 amps. is required, for 
1 in., 140-150 amps. The reason for this is that with a thick 
plate there is a greater area to conduct away the heat from 
the molten pool under the electrode than there 1s with a thin 
one. In welding a very thick plate a condition is reached 
where heat is conducted away from the greater part of the 
surface of a sphere of which the point being welded is the 
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centre. For plates thicker than that corresponding to this 
condition no increase in welding current is required. 

The possibility of producing a pool of metal well above the 
melting point at the spot being welded without heating up 
the whole plate to the melting point, is one of the great 
advantages of urc welding over oxy-acetylene welding. In 
work which has been welded with the oxy-acetylene flame 
it is frequently found that the pieces have run together only 
on the surface, as if the operator attempts to melt the alumi- 
nium to a greater depth a large portion of the work may 
be melted out. This is not so likely to happen when using 
the electric arc, as the heating effect is much more local. 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1921. 
(NOT YET PUBLISHED.) | 


9 for this journal by Messrs. SzrroN-JoNgs, O' DALI AMD 
s, Chartered Patent Agents, 285, High Holborn, London, W.C. 1. 


176. ''Rail-less tramway, &c., vehicles." R. H. Wilkinson. January 4th. 
231. Submarine signal receiver," A. W. Sarnmark. January 4th. 
(Sweden, December Ist, 1919.) 


236. '*' Elastic-fluid turbines." British Thomson-Houston Co. (General Elec- 
tric Co.). January 4th, ' 
256. * Rectifier.” W. B. Lucas and E. L. Markey. January 4th. | (United 


States, July 31st, 1916.) 
352. '' Process for fixing atmospheric nitrogen." 
January 5th. (United States, July oth, 1919.) 
367. '' Cartridge fusce." A. L. Eustiee. January oth, 
23rd, 1914.) 


Nitrogen Products Co. 


(United. States, July 


368. Safety fuse." A. L. Eustice. January oth. (United States, 
March 14th, 1917.) 
369. Cartridge fuse.” A. L. Eustice. January oth. (United States, 


June 22nd, 1914.) 
373. “ Knife-blade fuse." A. L. 
March 7th, 1918.) 


Eustice. January Sth. (United States, 


448. Safety protective devices for radiological installations." | Soc. Anon. 
Etablissements Gaille Gallot et Pilon. January oth, (France, January 6th, 
1920. 

Hd " Rontgen-cray apparatus." Reimger Gebbort & Schall AKt.-Ges. 
January 5th. (Germany, june 23rd, 1915.) 

616. Thermo couples." C. E. Foster. January 6th. 
676. '' Rontgen-ray apparatus." Reimger Gebbert & Schall Akt.-Ges. Janu- 


ary 6th. (Germany, January 12th, 1916.) 


795. Vacuum cleaning devices," Apex Electrical Manufacturing Co. 
January 7th. (United States, July 9th, 1915.) 
796. ''Suction cleaning devices.“ Apex Electrical Manufacturing Co. 


January 7th. (United States, September 29th, 1915.) 
797. Suction cleaners." Apex Electrical Manufacturing Co. 
(United States, January 17th, 1917.) 


January 7th, 


798. Vacuum cleaning devices.“ Apex Electrical Manufacturing Co. 
January 7th. (United States. November 25ih, 1916.) . 
974. Thermo static control apparatus." A. D. Horne. January Bth. 


984. ''Mercury-vapour jet pump with arc." Siemens & Halske Akt.-Ges. 
January 8th. (Germany, October 3rd, 1919.) 

1.089, “ Transmitters for signalling." A. W. Sarnmark. 
ber Ist, 1919.) 

1.104. Device for increasing sound energy with submarine sound trans- 
mitters.” Signal Ges. January 8th. (Germany, October 2nd. 1915.) 

1.105. Electrical tuning circuits for submarine sound-receiving apparatus.” 
Signal Ges. January 8th. (Germany, December 31st, 1917.) 

1,106. “ Arrangements for transmitting signals and articulate speech under 
water." Signal Ges. January Sth. (Germany, December 20th, 1919.) 

1.107. Switching arrangement for telephone systems with electro-mechani- 
cal switches." Ges. fur Elektromechanische Telephonapparate. January 8th. 


(Germany, June 4th, 1914.) š 


(Sweden, Decem- 


1.112. Electric arrester." P. Bendmann. January 8th, (Germany, 
August 9th. 1919.) 

1.127. Insulators. “ Metallurgique Flectrique (Ancienne Soc. Anon des 
Etablissements Vedovelli et Priestley. January 8th. (France, December 13th, 
1919. i 

1.106 „ Dynamo or motor.” D. Suchostawer. January Ihh. 

1.139. Incandescent electric, &c., lamps." A. G. France. January 10th. 

1,145. Electric heaters." J. W. Pritchard. January loth. 


1,152. Spark gaps for electro-magnetic wave signalling systems.” F. 
Lowenstein. January 10th. (United States, August 25th, 1914.) 
1.156. “ Electrical machines operating with high-frequency electro-magnetic 
wave energy.“ H. Plauson. January 10th. (Germany, July 5th. 1919.) 
1,157. “ Converting static atmospheric electrical energy into dynamic elec- 
trical energy.” H. Plauson. January 10th, (Germany, November l3th, 1919.) 
1.158. Conversion of atmospheric electrical energy." H. Plauson. January 
10th. (Germany, March, 1915.) 


1214. “Cathode tube transmitters for telephoning with high frequency 
oscillations." Deutsche Telephonwerke Ges. January 10th. (Germany, 
August 29th, 1918.) ; 

1.215. Circuit arrangements for high-frequency telephony." Deutsche 


Telephonwerke Ges. January 10th. (Germany, September l7th, 1918.) 
1216. ‘Circuit arrangements for stations provided with transmitters and 
superposed receivers for high-frequency cable telegraphy." Deutsche Telephon- 
werke Ges. January l0th. (Germany, September 25th, 1918.) 


1217. *'High-frequency telephony and telegraphv." Deutsche Telephon- 
werke Ges. January 10th. (Germany, November Mth, 1919.) 
1.228. Self-induction coil couple for charging duplicable four-fold cores 


to the Pupin stem.“ Felten & Guilleaume, 
(Germany, January 3rd, 1920.) 
telephonic messages. 


of telephone cables according 
Carlswerk Akt.-Ges. January 10th. 

1.233. Apparatus for recording and reproducing 
M. de Medico. January 10th. (France, October Zlst. 1919.) 

1.236. Arrangement for telephone installations with intercommunication 
working." Siemens & Halske Akt.-Ges. January 10th. (Germany, Decem- 
ber &th, 1916.) 

1.237. Arrangement for suppression of earth leakage current of high- 
voltage networks.” Siemens-Schuckertwerke. January 10th. (Germany, May 
Zlst. 1918) l 

1.238. Arrangement for compensation of charging currents of high voltage 


networks,"  Siemens.Schuckertwerke. January 10th. (Germany, June 2nd, 
1919.) 

1.249. ‘* Sparking plugs." L. Siegl. January 10th. (Austria. July 26th, 
1919.) 

1.243. “ Flectrie connecting plugs.” O. O. Kring and O. Stalbane. Janu- 
arx 10th. (Sweden, November 27th, 1918.) ; 

291. '"" Accumulator plates." L. de M. Cattlex. January. 10th. 

1.297. Protective device for electric circuits.“ R. Dreyer. January 10th. 


(Germany, January 12th, 1918.) 5 


1.303. Electric gasfilled glow discharge lamps.” A. Lederer. January 
Tath. (Austria, September 15th, 1913.) 

1.304. “ Electric gasfilled glow discharge lampe." A. Lederer. January 
1th. (Austria, September 16th, 1913.) 

1.305. '' Transmission of electrical energy." L. Duverger. January 10th. 


(France. February 16th, 1918.) 
1.306. ‘ Transmission of electrical energy. 
(France, January 15th, 1919.) 


L. Duverger. January 10th. 


1,307. *'' Transmission of electrical energy.” 
(France, January 21st, 1919.) 

1.308. Transmission of electrical energy.” 
(France, May Bth, 1919.) 

1,317. “ Automatic electric switches." 
many, August 19th, 1913.) 


L. Duverger. January 10th. 


L. Duverger. January 10th. 


H. Bollinger. January lO0th. (Ger- 


1.324. Wireless telegraph receivers.“ Ges. für Drahtlose Telegraphie. 
January 10th. (Germany, August 29th, 1919.) 

1.325. Wireless receiving systems.“ (ies. für Drahtlose Telegraphie. 
January 10th. (Germany, December 2nd, 1919.) 

1,326. *' Wireless telephone transmitters." Ges fur Drahtlose Telegraphie. 
January 10th. (Germany, December 11th, 1919.) 

1.327. Means for automatically adjusting constants of oscillation circuits.” 
5 Telegraphie. January 40th. (Germany, December l3th, 

1,328. *'' Wireless telephone transmitters." Ges. für drahtlose Telegraphie. 
January 10th. (Germany, December 24rd, 1919.) 

1,329. “ Means for changing periodicity and tension of alternating current 
supply." Ges, für Drahtlose relegraphie. January 10th. (Germany, Decem- 


ber 27th, 1919.) 


1,340. “ Production of electric insulating material.” E. Juchli. January 
TOth. (Switzerland, August 8th, 1919.) 

1.364. Correction of amplitude of high-frequency oscillations." J. Engl, 
J. Massolle, and H. Vogt. January 10th. (Germany, April 7th. 1919.) 


1.371. Control of electric currents by sound." J. Engl, J. Massolle, and 
H. Vogt. January 10th. (Germany, August 2nd, 1917.) 
1,387. Electric switch.” Herold & Co. January 10th. (Germany, 


January 23rd, 1920.) 
1,406. '' Electron tubes." J. Engl. 
10th. (Germany, December 2nd, 1319.) 
1.419. Electrical welding machine." 
(Germany, April 28th, 1913.) 


J. Massolle, and H. Vogt. 


Moli-Werke Akt.-Ges. 


January 


January 10th. 


1.420. Electrodes for resistance welding machines." Moll-Werke Akt.-Ges. 
January 10th. (Germany, June oth, 1919.) 
1,421. Alternating current electric motors." British Thomson-Houston 


Co., Ltd. January 10th. (United States, September llth, 1914.) 


1,422. “ Electric braking system." — British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 
January 10th. (United States, March 25th, 1918.) 

1,423. “ an E current electric. motors," British Thomson-Houston 
Co., Ltd. (General Electric Co.). January 10th. (United States, December 
2Bth, 1915.) 

1,424. “ Alternating current electric motors." British Thomson-Houston 
Co., Ltd. (General Electric Co.). January 0th. (United States, December 
22nd, 1917.) 

1.425. “ Electric motors." British Thomson-Houston Co.. Ltd. (General 
Electric Co.). January 10th. (United States, January 4th, 1918.) 

1.427. Electrical apparatus." J. Bijur. January lth. (United States, 


November 8th, 1919.) 

1,433. “ Electrically welding sheet metal.” 
10th. (Germany, October 29th, 1919.) 

1.4434. “ Connections for reinforcement of electric currents and voltages.” 
J. Engl. J. Massolle, and H. Vogt. January 10th. ( Germany, April 16th, 1919.) 

1.446. “ Arrangement for strengthening electrical currents and tensions.” 
J. Engl, J. Massolle, and H. Vogt. January lOth. (Germany, October 9th, 
1919.) 

1,450. 
waves by low frequency." J. 
(Germany, March 3rd, 1919.) 

1451. '' Differential connection for control of amplitude of high-frequency 
vibrations bv low frequency." J. Engl, J. Massolle, and H. Vogt. January 
loth. (Germany, September 8th, 1920.) 

1.403. Electrically-driven glow lamp for reproduction of acoustic electric 
frequencies." J. Engl, J. Massolle, and H. Vogt. January 10th. (Germany, 
March 3rd, 1919.) 

1,494. “ Wireless radio-signalling by the arc system.“ L. Cohen. 
10th. (United States, November 13th, 1915.) 

1,495. ‘Cleaning and washing electric bulbs." C. O'Donnell, January 10th. 

1,500. “ Electrolytic separation of platinum from other metals.” E. Slati- 
neanu. January lth. (Switzerland, December 19th, 1919.) 

1.514. Electrical trip switches for railway, &c., indicating mechanism.” 
P. H. Waller. January 10th. 

1.522. Rheostat resistance grids." W. H. Keller. 

States, January 6th, 1914.) 
Relav Automatic Telephone 
1919.) 


1.540. Automatic, &c., telephone systems.” 
Co., Ltd. January 10th. (Sweden, December 31st, 

1.563. “ Electrical connections and switches for enabling an electric current- 
consuming device to be used on circuits of different voltages." R. Heilbrun. 
January 10th. (Germany, February 18th, 1914.) 


Moll-Werke Akt.-Ges. January 


“ Differential wire system for controlling amplitude of high-frequency 
Engl, J. Massolle, and H. Vogt. January 10th. 


January 


January 10th. (United 


1.592. Electric batteries. M. A. Adam and G. Antonoff. January 10th. 
1.596. Regulating electric central station and sub-station." R. Bossel- 
mann, January With. (Germany, September 15th, 1919.) 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


1218. 
14.778. Wireless signalling systems." — British. Thomson-Houston Co. 
(General Electric Co.). September 11th. 1918. (155.602.) 
1919. : 
17,294. ‘Switchgear for controlling electric motors. J. A. Hirst and 
P. S. Brooks. July 10th, 1919. (155,614.) 
20.601. “ Electrical resistance units." C. C. Turner and Abbott. Turner 
and Co. August 21st, 1919. (155,622) 
23.098. '' Boxes for electrical apparatus." Crompton & Co. and W. F. 
Jones. September 19th, 1919. (155,634.) 
23.150. '' Electric heating of water." S. H. Calvert, September 20th, 
1919. 1155.637.) 


E. W. R. Gill. September 22nd, 


23.313. '' Wireless telegraph receivers. 
1919. (155,642.) 


23.425. Electrical indicators and like apparatus.“ J. G. Hooper and 
F. R. Hobley. September 23rd, 1919. (155.648.) 
23.876. Electric motor control systems.” British Thomson-Houston Co. 
(General Electric Co.). September tb. 1919. (153.662. 
25.890. '' Manufacture of grid resistances.“ I.. Satchwell. October 21st. 
1919. (135.689.) 
29,617. '' Teiephone and like circuits," Western Electric Co. (Western 
Electric Co.). November 27th, 1919. (155,698.) 
1920. 

1.086. “ Electrical connections." A. F. Caine and Edison Swan Eleci;ic 
Co. Janwarv 13th, 1920. (155,717.) 


2.3927. Apparatus for electric heating of engines of the hot-bulb type before 
starting." Petters, Ltd., and G. B. Petter. January 24th, 1920. (155.719) 

8.435. Current collecting devices for electric. traction.“ L. 
March 20th, 1919. (140,171.) 

10.168. Automatic and semi-automatic telephone systems.” 
tric Co. April Lith, 1919. 1141.703.) 

11.688. '' Use of thermionic devices far producing redu- nc y harmonics of 
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28th, 1914. (147,047.) 
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GERMAN INDUSTRIES IN 1920. 


A MORE favourable i impression will be left on | the minds of 
those who peruse the latest official report on the industrial 
and economic situation in Germany than that which was 
created by the report for 1919. At the same time, 
it would have been better if the Department of Overseas 
Trade had characterised the present document as a report 
for 1920 rather than to have set it forth as dealing with 
the situation in December, 1920, because the report contains 
very little — if, indeed, anything — appertaining to the 


final month of last year. 


The report, which has been — by Mr. J. W. F. 
Thelwall, commercial secretary to the British Embassy, 
Berlin, assisted by Mr. C. J. Kavanagh, British commercial 
secretary in the occupied territories, Cologne, states that on 
looking back over the past two years it is impossible not to 
be struck by the evidence of improvements in all depart- 
ments of public life in 1920, excepting State finance’ as 
contrasted with the previous year. In itself this assertion 
merely confirms. everything which it has been possible to 
gather from the German newspapers during the past two 
years. The two chief impressions formed by Mr. Thelwall 
in surveying the country’s activity in 1920 are represented 
by the constitution of combines within the country and 
co-operation with foreign groups. These combines, which 
aim at uniting whole branches of industry, are said 
to be intended to be an alternative to State owner- 
ship. The problem, however, might have been set in 
stronger terms, as the combinations are also partly being 
promoted to defeat State ownership or ‘socialisation. 
Unfortunately both of the commercial secretaries fall into 
the error of also applying the word “syndicates” to these 
financial amalgamations and communities of interests by 
means of an interchange of shares between the companies 
concerned. Syndicates are industria] associations of manu- 
facturers for the regulation of production and prices, amd 
the members are financially entirely independent of each 
other. 

As the report reminds us, the inclination to form com- 
binations has so much increased that the bulk of the coal, 
iron and steel industries will be held by a few groupe led 
by dominant personalities, and while these are perhaps the 
most striking on account of size and power, similar organi- 
gations are in existence or in process of formation through- 
out the country. The old chemical trust, for instance, 
has been strengthened and prolonged, shipping is said to be 
controlled by two companies only, and the electric lamp 
industry, the motor-car industry, and the oil and fat trades 
have formed trusts of their own. Moreover, manufacturing 
firms have established: connections with companies in other 
countries, either by granting the. latter a direct interest in 
the German concerns or by the formation of a company 
abroad in which several German companies participate, 
with the object of ensuring the delivery of raw materials. 
Such arrangements have been made in the oil and margarine 


industries with the Dutch, in the electrical and textile 


industries, and in shipping. with the Americans, in the 
rubber industry with the British, and in ores with the 
French. 

Turning to the consideration of the export trade, we 
find emphasis laid on the fact that the country must 
concentrate a large part of her energies « on | developing this 
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trade as being one of the most effective means for bringing 
about economic restoration. It is impossible to say how far 
she has been successful, owing to the absence of official 
figures, but the report remarks that all indications go to 
show that the country has lost none of her old skill in 
adapting herself to the requirements of various markets, 
and in organising and directing her export trade into the 
most profitable channels. No doubt the foreign trade 
would expand even more rapidly if it were not hampered 
by a complicated system of licensing, but despite this, it is 
said that German competition will be found and must be 
reckoned with from South America to Japan, there being 
quite enough neutral and Allied shipping to carry it there. 
As the goods start with the initial advantage of lower costa 
of production, freight rates do not deprive them of their 
competitive power as compared with goods made in other 
European countries. The subject of coal is discussed at 
some length, and it is concluded that while German industry 
is not abundantly supplied with coal, it is far from being 
annihilated through the lack of it, and the situation is 
improving in so far as the production of coal is concerned. 

The position of the iron and steel industries is dealt with 
at some length by Mr. Kavanagh, who points out that the 
most prominent feature is the rapid progress which has been 
made in extricating the industry from the state of dis- 
organisation which followed the losses of territory and pro- 
ductive works under the Treaty of Peace. After referring 
to the soaring of prices of iron and steel down to April, 
1920, he states that it was not until the Eisenwirtschafts 
Bund (Federation of the Steel Industry) came into opera- 
tion in that month that any sort of stability was visible in 
the market. Quite so, stability in prices under the dicta- 
tion of the Government. The Commercial Secretary, 
however, does not tell us that this so-called self-governing 
federation was forced on the iron and steel makers 
against their will; that it is composed of 70 members, 
of whom only 17 are steel makers, 35 are workmen mem- 
bers, and the remainder are merchants and consumers ; that 
the federation is in reality controlled by the workmen 
members and the consumers with the support of the Minister 
for Economic Affairs; that it is a re-introduction of the 
war-time system of compulsory administration for ulterior 

litical purposes, and is hampering the development of the 
industry, despite the urgent demands of the steel makers for 
the immediate abolition of this “self-governing body." 

Dealing also with the subject of amalgamations, the 
report remarks that smelters and steel makers are acquiring 
coal. interests, and assimilating rolling mills, sheet metal 
works, and shipyards, and mechanical and electrical concerns 
are entering into agreements with iron and steel producers 
with a view to ensuring a sufficient supply of raw materials. 
The resulting combinations in some cases are of considerable 
magnitude, and one case—that of the Siemens-Rhine- 
Elbe-Schuckert Union—has given rise to a concentration 
which controls a capital of 500,000,000 marks, and employs 
200,000 hands. It is also recalled that the A.E.G. 
has concluded a working agreement with the Barbach- 
Eich-Dudelingen Steel Co., Luxemburg, through the 
former’s association with the Felten and Guilleaume Co., 
although this chiefly concerns the supply to the latter of 
semi-finished steel to compensate for the loss of the Stein- 
fort (Luxemburg) Steel Works. In addition, particulars 
are given of other amalgamations, and it is added that 
further fusions are in prospect. The report also deals with 
the mechanical engineering industry, which is referred to 
in another part of the present issue. 

The further parta of the report treat of the chemical 
industry, oils and fats, the textile industry, labour, and the 
cost of living. But apart from the passing references to 
electrical firms already given, and a brief note on electrical 
power stations, we look in vain for any particulars concerning 
the electrical manufacturing industry, while even the ship- 
building industry is dismissed in eight lines. If informa- 
tion respecting these two important industries becomes 
available to persons outside Germany, it should algo be at the 
: disposal of those residing there ; and it is very unfortunate, 
to say the least, that prominence should be given to certain 
industries to the practical exclusion of others which are 
of importance, at least equal to, if not greater than, that of 
those which combine to swell the volume of the report. 


and so on, with the corresponding increased risk. 


ÀN idea seems to be germinating that 
Non-Statutory an opening may show itself, sooner or 
Suppliers. later, for some unconsidered trifles to 
be picked up in the way of unauthorised 
distribution of electricity supply. The idea is that when 
the various Joint Electricity Authorities get under way 
there will be transmission lines here and there and every- 
where in a district, and that a discreet Autolycus, dis- 
pensing with any statutory permission or powers, can 
quietly start distribution, purchasing his supply in bulk. 
Being under no restrictions and unhampered by any 
duties or obligations, he foresees a good harvest in this 
form of enterprise. Up to the present, although there 
are a number of non-statutory electric supply companies, 
u natural limit has been placed on them by the fact that 
they have been obliged to provide generating stations 
It was 
felt by the Board of Trade Electric Power Supply Com- 
mittee that it was advisable to give these companies an 
opportunity of regularising themselves at a small cost 
and by an easy statutory procedure, and under the 1919 
Act the Special Order which was substituted for the 
more ponderous Provisional Order covers such eventu- 
ality. It is up to the Electricity Commissioners 
therefore to check promptly an extension of irregular 
supply of the kind anticipated; otherwise there 
might crop up a swarm of these pygmy systems of distri- 
bution which would seriously stand in the way of the 
systematic methods ensured by the terms of a statutory 
Order. A statutory undertaker must distribute practi- 
cally to everyone who wishes it, in the given area. A 
non-statutory supplier is not loaded with such public 
duties. Our remarks do not apply to most of the pre- 
sent non-statutory companies, Which are indeed giving 
supply to the public in unimpeachable style. But the 
netting of the country with bulk-supply transmission 
lines may entice forth quite a special kind of adventurer, 
who should both in the interests of the public and of the 
industry be peremptorily discouraged. 


— — ͤ —ä3Fä2ͥ 


THE informal meetings of the Institu- 
I. E. E. Informal tion are maintaining their high stan- 


Meetings. dard, and establishing their elaim to 
become a permanent feature of its pro- 
ceedings. On Monday last an excellent discussion took 


place on Mr. Milne's pet subject—the cheapening of 
electric wiring. This is a matter to which we have pre- 
viously drawn attention as one of urgent importance, 
and it is somewhat to be regretted that the discussions, 
according to the rigid rule of these meetings, are not 
available for publication. This defect, however, 1s to 
be remedied, as it is proposed to furnish a précis of the 
discussion to tlie Press on future occasions. 


GREAT interest has attached to the 
proceedings at the inquiry—the first 
effective inquiry under the 1919 Act, 
for the Bristol one no sooner began 
than it ended for the time—which was held at Liverpool 
last week. The proceedings occupied five days, and were 
adjourned for a month or more. It is clear, therefore, 
that an inquiry of this nature, affecting the complete 
reorganisation of electricity supply in an industrial area 
of the first importance, and the outlay of 4 or 5 millions 
sterling, is a very onerous and protracted undertaking, 
and if later inquiries are equally exhaustive, the Coin- 
missioners will have a busv life during the next year or 
two. 

The inquiry revealed the fact that certain authorities 
within the area, both municipal and company, were by 


The Liverpool 
Inquiry. 


. no means favourably disposed towards co-operation, still 


less towards absorption in the scheme; the Commis- 
sioners have no compulsory powers, except the power of 
withholding sanction to extensions of plant, and there- 
fore any undertaking which chooses to stand out and 
carry on as at present can do so. We hope, however, 
that no such action will be taken as will impair the 
efficiency and success of the Joint Electricity Authority 
which will doubtless be set up. 
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MESSRS. HIGGS BROS. MOTOR WORKS. 


WE recently had the pleasure of visiting the works where 
the Higgs motors are made, at the Sand Pits, Birmingham, 
and procuring photographs of their equipment and products. 
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FIG. 2.—EXTERIOR OF WORKS 


This young firm has * made good" in a comparatively 
short but strenuous time, and its methods are characterised 
by certain features, particulars of which, we trust, will be 
found interesting. 

Ia the first place, it is worthy of note that Mr. W. F. 
Hi-ge, the founder of the firm, whilst acquiring knowledge 
and experience as an apprentice, always kept before his 
mental vision a determination to establish a business of his 
own—a purpose which, in these days of big concerns, 
requires a good deal of pluck and resolution. In 1912 he 
con:vnenced operations at Balsall Heath, in premises 
occupying 1,500 sq. ft., with a staff whose combined wages 
for the first few weeks amounted to £4 12s. a week ; the 
rent was £7 10s. a quarter, electric power cost, £8 a quarter, 
gas £3, and insurance £1 10s. a year. With this small 
beginning, he carried on for 12 months—and made a net 
profit of 100 per cent. on his modest capital! From these 
figures the young manufacturer may draw encourage- 
ment; clearly there is still scope for a small manufacturer, 
provided that he has the ability and application necessary to 
deserve success. In those days the largest size of motor 
made by the firm was rated at5 h.p. ; not only home but algo 
German competition had to be faced, and thegreatest care was 
necessary to secure the utmost economy of labour and material. 


Cali caen dne c" 


Since then, of course, the firm of Higgs Bros. has made 
great strides, and has firmly established its position in the 
national goodwill; but true to the original idea, it has 
grown up entirely on its own founda- 
tion, admitting no outside capital, and 
incurring no debt. Motors are now 
built up to 50 h.p. a limit beyond 
which Mr. Higgs, who controls the 
designs, will not go, as the factory equip- 
ment is designed for dealing with a 
maximum weight of one ton. While 
the brisk demand arisingout of the war 
conditions naturally helped the develop- 
ment of the business, the impossibility of 
carrying out extensions had a contrary 
effect, and when the business was trans- 
Jerred to the Sand Pits in 1917, it was 
necessary to make the best of such 
accommodation as was available; this 
took the shape of two five-storey buildings, 
cut up into some 40 shops, so that the 
lay-out is far from ideal. In spite of 
this drawback, the firm has prospered 
in its new home, but when, as planned, 
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FIG. 4.—EXPERIMENTAL SHOP. 


it is able to move toa more convenient building, it will 
be in a position to make further economies in the processes 
of manufacture, 
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As illustrating the progressive policy of the .firm,. we 
record with much pleasure the fact that in 1917 the metric 
system was substituted for English weights and measures 
throughout. In the ordinary course, new designs were in 
preparation, and these were drawn out entirely in metric 
measures, with the exception of the steel for shafts, which 
-could not be obtained in millimetre sizes. Mr. Higgs 


if a special machine is asked for, a standard machine is 
offered that will do the work with reliability. All the 


motors are fitted with ball bearings, which enable small 


clearances to be safely employed, resulting in high efficiency 
and high power factor. | 

. Messrs Higgs Bros. have never had any trouble with 
their workmen, even when strikes have been in progress 
elsewhere ; their policy is to pay good wages, treat the men 


~ " 


well, and to take a real interest in their welfare. Amongst 
the amenities which they have provided are a works canteen, 
football field, and rifle range, and the sporte club is a 
popular institution. The authority of the foremen is safe- 
guarded by passing all communications with the men 
through their hands, but, at the same time, direct contact 
with the men is maintained, the foreman being a party to 
all interviews. 

Piecework is in force throughout the works, but is not 
favoured by the firm; when conditions permit of it, the 
“ conveyer" system will be adopted, with high, but fixed, 
wages. An efficient organisation to keep every man 
supplied with work is considered essential to economical 
production, and punctuality in the highest offices is 
obligatory, for the sake of example. | 

The great majority of the machines sold are supplied 
direct from stock, there being usually from 400 to 500 finished 
motors in stock, and 1,000 in course of manufacture. An 
elaborate system of stock-cards is in use, which ensures 


Fi16.6.—HEAvY MACHINE SHOP. 


derides the statement which is constantly made by opponents 
of the system, that the cost; of the change is ruinous ; as we 
showed in a series of articles in 1915, this objection is 
imaginary. 'The decimal metric system is now in use 
throughout. the factory, except for screws. larger than the 
B.A. sizes (which are already metric), and Messrs. Higgs 
Bros. would prefer to -use the metric screws if they were 
obtainable, regarding the design of the thread as superior 
to the Whitworth type. 

The motors built by the firm are rigidly guaranteed to 
comply in every respect with the British Engineering 
Standards. and with the makers’ specification ; if a customer 
is not satisfied with a machine, it is either made satisfactory 
or replaced by another. On January Ist, 1921, we were 
informed, prices were reduced not only on new orders, but 
also to an equal amount on those in course of execution. 

The firm objects to a maximum temperature exceeding 
200^ F.in any part of a machine, and while it recognises 


the necessity of rating & machine up to the maximum safe 
load, it regards reliability as the supreme consideration, to 
which all others must give way. For this reason, the first 
machine of a new design is built with thermo-electric 
temperature indicators incorporated in its structure; by 
this means precise information as to its proper rating is 
obtained, and it is certain that repetitions of the same 
design will give the same resulte. 

The motors are built for d.c. and two or three-phase a.c., 


in two .types—‘ protected," and ‘enclosed ventilated "— 


and are suitable for most applications in mills, factories, 
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FIG. 8.—WINDING SHOP. 


that, say, six machines of a certain size are always in stock ; 


. when that limit is reached, a batch of six more is put on 


order. A system of keeping monthly records in the form of 


curve diagrams is also employed, giving minutely detailed 


information on a wide range of subjects, such as manufactur- 
ing costs, wages, insulation failures, &c.— the set of curves 
numbering upwards of 30, and being always kept up to date. 


K. No variation from the standard designs is permitted; The method adopted for controlling designs is of interest. 
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The structural details of a particular design are fired, after 


due investigation and experiment, by Mr. W. F. Higgs, but 
the windings have to be varied to suit “ the infinite variety -- 


of voltages and frequencies enjoyed by the long-suffering 
consumers in this country. A folder is set apart for one 
standard mechanical design, the whole of the details of 
which are invariable; this folder contains a ‘series of 
design sheets recording the data corresponding with 
the different windings used with that particular carcase. 
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Fig. 9.—T&sr Room. 


zhe drawings are prepared in accordance with a uniform 
system which has been developed to a high degree 
of perfection, each detail having a standard sheet to itaelf, 
showing only those dimensions with which the shop is 
eebcerned ; moreover, on corresponding drawings of the 
same detail, but of different sizes, the lettering, and even 
the positions of the lettering and dimension lines, &c., 
are identical, except in respect of the dimension figures 
themselves. Every item without exception that is reqnired 
for a machine is entered on the list of material for that 
machine, and no machine is allowed to go into stock until 
it is complete to the last screw. 

The stock is divided into three classes :—(1) single 
component perts; (2) assemblies of componente ; and (8) 
complete machines. In every case orders are put through 
in batches, the number of items included depending upon 
the size and nature of the particular part, but never being 
lees than six. Taking, for example, a batch of six steel 
shafts ; the batch is started on its course, accompanied by 
a card containing particulars regarding the order, the 
number of operations and the time allowed for each opera- 
tion, and other necessary data ; provision is made for 
recording the inspection of the part at appropriate stages, 
and the batch is not accepted in the stores unless every item 
is present and completed. Even spoiled work has to remain 
with the order up to the final inspection and arrival at the 
stores, g0 that no scrap accumulates in the shops, and no 
part is ever lost. Cast-iron yokes, which are at present 
purchased in batches of 20 to 50, are received into the 
“rough castings store,” which is a buffer between the 
delivery office and the workshop, and each batch is controlled 
by a stock card, so that the precise quantity available is 
always on record. 

Figs. 1 and 8 show the chief assembled components of 
standard a.c. and d.c. motors. The d.c. machine has a cast- 
iron yoke with mild steel poles and interpoles cast in place : 
all machines above 4 h.p. are provided with interpoles, and 
every machine is capable of a speed variation of 100 per 
cent. by field control. The ball bearings are of the same 
size at both ends of the shaft, and the machines are 
reversible without moving the brushes, commatation being 
on the neutral point. There are no loose wire connections 
inside the machine, stiff wires being used, with soldered 
joints. The poles are provided with laminated shoes, and 
the coils are wound with enamelled wire, taped with black 
tape, and labelled with a stamped metal number disk which 
enables a user to be supplied with an exact duplicate in case 
of need. The motor is thoroughly ventilated by. a fan 
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attached to the armature. The terminals are housed in a 
compartment in the top of the yoke, which is covered with 
ed. box containing spare brushes and springs, running 
instructions, a lubricator, and enough grease to last for two 
years—the use of the right kind of grease being essential 
to the success of ball bearings. The d.c. machine is dis- 
patched from the works bolted to a couple of battens, witb- 
out a crate,a method which has proved both satisfactory 
and economical (for this reason the lubricator above- 
mentioned is put into the box for safety in transit). 

The brush gear is of particular interest: the arms are 
fixed to the rocker by an ingenious coned joint, which 
ensures. permanent rigidity, and the brush-holder box is a 
die-stamping of metal having a tensile strength of 33 tons 
per sq. in. and an elongation of 15 percent. Morganite 
Link 1 brushes are used. 

In the a.c. motor the outside of the stator laminations is 
exposed to the air; the stator is wound with formed coils, 
of wire enamelled and single-coston-covered in the small sizes, 
d.c.c, in the larger. The enamel coating stands a pressure 
of 2,800 V between adjacent layers, The interior of the 
stator, and the exterior of the rotor, are ground, so that a 
very fine clearance is practicable, the size of which is known 
with certainty to 10 per cent. 

The rotors are always wound three-phase, and provided 
with two radial slip-rings, the shaft providing the third 
contact. A simple but effective short-circuiting gear is 
used. Squirrel-cage rotors are built on the system 
described in our issue of May 14th, 1920, with flat copper 
bars, twisted at the ends so as to form a cylinder, and welded 
together, making a sound but inexpensive job. 

We give herewith a number of views. taken in the work- 
shops. The firm is self-contained as far as possible, and 
intends eventually to have its own foundry. Core lamina- 
tions are stamped on the premises, and coated with 
insulating paint by spraying, . Die stampings are used for 
couplings,. brush boxes, &. All shafts are ground to a 
finish, and the machined ‘are made completely inter- 
changeable with the aid of gauges. The bases of castings 
are faced in the lathe, not planed.. All jigs, tools, and gauges 
are made on the premises. Several single-purpose machine 
tools, designed and built by the firm, are installed. Pulleys 
are made on novel lines, the face being finished in one cut. 
The variety of parta stocked is kept down to the minimum ; 
for example, 17 different screws suffice for the whole rang 
of 82 standard machines, from 4 to 50 b. p. 

Every machine is tested on load for three hours, flashed 
five times, and certified by the head of the testing depart- 


TET us 


HM oU 


Fig. 10.—FiNISEED MOTOR STORE. 


ment, which is equipped with means for carrying out testa 


at any frequency from 25 to 60 cycles, and any pressure up 
to 8,000 V. 

In concluding this brief sketch of the firm's activities, 
we desire to express our appreciation of the cordial recep- 
tion accorded us by Mr. W. F. Higgs, A.M.I.E.E., and his 
partner, Capt. C. Higgs, M.C., R.E., on the occasion of our 
visit. Messrs. Higgs Brothers cast their name on every 
machine that they build, with pardonable pride—for it. is 
the mark of a machine which can be depended upon to do 
all that is claimed for it. ; 
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EDISWAN JUNCTION BOXES. 


Amonast the various difficulties with which electricity supply 
engineers bave had to contend during the last few years has 
been the slow production of junction boxes. Bad as the posi- 
tion was for obtaining deliveries during the war, the supply 
undertaking could feel that it had other reasons as well, backed 
by the approval of the Government and public, for the exer- 
cise of deliberation and selection in extensions of networks and 
the connecting-up of new consumers. Since the Armistice, 
hundreds of new consumers have been clamouring for connec- 
tion, but the supply of straight-through and terminal boxes 
for the new mains, and service boxes and house-service cut-outs 
for new consumers, lagged months behind the demand. 
Arrears accumulated during the moulders' strike, and now, 


exposing the middle conductor—and it will be found a conveni- 
ence that the castings of these boxes are made to be inter- 
changeable with those for use on ordinary two-conductor con- 
centric cables. The boxes for services from the inner and neu- 
tral conductors of a triple concentric cable are larger, as the 
middle concentric conductor has to be cut in order to bare the 
inner one, and sufficient length has to be provided for the 
fitting to re-connect it. 

In its terminal boxes the Ediswan Co. has adopted the wiping 
gland in preference to the compound gland. The former, 
although it may involve the exercise of a little more skill in 
utting-up the box, always presents a neater appearance, en- 
sures good bonding, and eliminates the drippiness and sticki- 


Fic. 1.—HousE-sEgRVICE Box FOR 3-CORE CABLE. 


although foundries are gradually inaking up for lost time, 
cable deliveries are also appreciably better, and the demand for 
junction boxeg is likely to show little sign of abatement. 

In these cire ustances, it is not surprising that the Edison 
Swan FEz.«tric Co., Ltd., whose cable department has developed 
as rapidly in the output of main cables as in the supply of 
cables for house wiring. should have decided to commence the 
manufacture of junction boxes at the Ponders End Works. 

The Ediswan boxes, while following the lines which have 
been found most suitable for normal conditions in general 

ractice, possess some interesting features in technical detail. 
"ig. 1 illustrates the three-core service box, a feature of which 
is that, while there is ample room for making connections, and 
good clearance between the conductors themselves and the wall 
of the box, the amount of compound required for filling is re- 
duced to à minimum. This point will be particularly appre- 
clated by engineers in charge of large networks, on which the 
expenditure on box compound is a serious item. It will be 
seen by the illustrations that the compound gland type has 
been adopted, and that the uncertainty of proper bonding be- 
tween the lead of the cabie and the box, occurring in some 
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Fie. 2.—Hoose-service Box ron TRIPLe-concentric (MIDDLE 
AND NEUTRAL) OR CONCENTRIC CABLE. 


designs, is eliminated by a tinned copper earthing strip at 
each way, which is sweated to the cable and screwed down 
against a machined surface on the box itself. Another point, 
which will meet with the approval of the practical mains engi- 
neer, is the thickness of the lugs. Many engineers know to 
their cost the trouble from breakages of lugs in the earlier 
designs of junction boxes. 

Fig. 2 shows the design of one of the service boxes for use 
en triple concentric distributore—the one for taking a service 
frem the middle eoncentric eonduetor and the neutral without 


ness which is frequently in evidence when a compound gland 
is used in a vertical position. "The company has der irted 
from the usual practice of screwing the wiping gland into a 
thread cut in the two halves of the box. With a screwed in 
wiping gland, it is virtually impossible to have a perfect joint 
both between the two halves of the box from top to bottom 
and between the gland and the box. If one is sufficiently 
tight. the other is apt to be too loose. In the Ediswan pat. 


Fic, 3.—p.P. HOUSE-SERVICE CUT-OUT WITH SEALING CHAMBER 
(OPEN). 


tern, the brass wiping gland has a wide flange which is bolted 
to a machined surface on the lower end of the box. The bond- 
ing is thus perfect, and at the same time the two halves of the 
box can be bolted tightly together and the compound poured in 
at a high temperature without any risk of its leaking. Separate 
bushes are provided for each of the tails, which have a straight 
vertical run, making short-circuiting absolutely impossible. 
The Ediswan Company has issued an illustrated list of its 
low-pressure boxes, in which these and other patterns are 
deserihed in detail. A feature of this catalogue is a list of a 
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dozen sizes of plain cast-iron cases with iron covers with a 
list of extras for tapped bosses for conduits, wiping glands, 
sealing glands, packing glands, and filling plugs to make them 
adaptable to any purpose for which special boxes are required. 

Together with the above list, a separate catalogue of house- 
service cut-outs has been brought out. This includes a neat 
pattern of combined double-pole cut-out and sealing chamber 
which should entirely remove the prejudice against placing the 
fuses of both poles in one case. As is seen by the illustration 
(fig. 3), the cover opens downwards. The fuses are of the 
well-known Ediswan Home Office pattern, separated by an in- 
sulating fillet, and accidental short-circuiting or earthing is 
virtually impossible. The cable can be led in either at the 


118. 4.—SERVICE FUSE BOARD WITH S.P. FUSES AND SEALING 
CHAMBER. 


bottom or either side, as three blank bushes are provided. A 
similar design is adopted for the triple-pole cut-out, two pat- 
terns being made, one with three fuses for 3-phase services 
and the other with a link instead of a fuse in the middle for 
3-wire d.c. services. 

For those who still prefer to employ single-pole fuses, a well- 
fitting and substantial sealing chamber (shown in fig. 4) has 
been brought out. In this there is a separate bush for each 
pole, and attention has been paid to a proper fit between 
the two halves. Ironclad house service switches, single-pole 
Home Office pattern cut-outs, and house service panel boards 
are also included in this list. 


CHEMICAL AND METALLURGICAL ASPECTS 
OF ELECTRIC ARC WELDING. 


By J. H. PATERSON, D.Sc., F.I.O. 


(Abstract of paper read before the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEERS, LIVERPOOL SuB-CENTRE of the NORTH-WESTERN 
CENTRE.) 


In this paper the author gives some account of the probable 
chemical composition of the metal which is filled into a weld 
made by the iron process, and of the variations in micro-struc- 
ture which are produced. The carbon content of the metal 
can be neglected, as it is usually very low, and is not a 
dominant factor. 

As & weld is made in an atmosphere rich in oxygen, the 
deposited metal should contain oxides of iron, but analysis 
shows that in addition considerable quantities of iron nitrides 
are also produced. The quantities of oxygen and nitrogen 
to be found in a weld metal may be gauged from the follow- 
ing curves (fig. 1). 

The decrease in the quantity of oxygen with the increase 
in the current strength is noteworthy, and is probably brought 
about by the greater fluidity of the metal deposited at high 
current strengths owing to the general temperature of the 
weld being higher. This gives the globules of oxide present 
time to coalesce and come to the surface of the weld where 
they form a slag. 

Whether any of the oxide present in the weld goes ints 
solution in the iron or not is a debatable point. The micro- 
scopic examination of any weld shows the presence of quan- 
tities of &mall threads and globules of slag (probably iron 


oxides of various kinds), but whether the iron itself dissolves 
any iron oxides while fluid is not very clear. ‘The necessity 
for knowing something definite on this point is due to the 
fact that if the molten iron dissolves iron oxide while fluid 
und then allows of its complete or partial separation during 
cooling, serious disturbance of the mechanical properties of 
the iron may be expected. If, on the other hand, the oxide 
does not dissolve, then the iron oxide present will be very 
like the slag present in wrought iron or cast steel, it will 
only act as a diluent to the good metal surrounding it. 

Dr. Rosenheim is of the opinion that ferrous oxide is in- 
soluble in iron, and points out the notable constancy ot the 
melting point of pure iron by various investigators as strongly 
supporting this idea. Messrs. Rawdon, Groesbeck, and Jordan, 
in a recently published paper, give an account of work done 
by them in the laboratories of the U.S.A. Bureau of Standards 
on weld metal, in the course of which they found that, on 
heating a piece of weld metal in vacuo for six hours at 
1,000 deg. C., the globules of iron oxide coalesced into larger 
particles. 1f it is assumed that the globules are iron oxide 
then the migration of the particles can only be assumed to 
have been caused by the solution and subsequent redeposition 
of the iron oxide in the Surrounding iron. Other investigators 
have failed to find uny movement of iron oxide inclusions in 
cases where the inclusions were known to be iron oxide only. 
Numerous experiments, most of them not very convincing, 
have been done to show the effect of nitrogen on the mechani- 
cal strength of steel, and as & result, quite a number of 
metallurgists are agreed that more than .01 or .02 per cent. 
of nitrogen in steel is dangerous. As weld metal contains 
normally from eight to ten times these quantities it may be 
assumed that, if their theories hold good, the metal produced 
in electric welding owes all its weaknesses to the nitrogen 
content. 

The presence of all this nitrogen is a matter of considerable 
interest as iron in the molten condition is barely affected by 
it. Andrew, by heating iron for long periods in an atmosphere 
of nitrogen at high temperatures, succeeded in producing 
alloys of iron and nitrogen containing 0.3 per cent. of the 
latter element. As weld metal is only hot for a few moments, 
this cannot explain the production of 0.15 to 0.16 per cent. 
of nitrogen in weld metal. 

In 1911, R. J. Strutt showed that under the influence of a 
high-pressure discharge nitrogen became chemically active. 
and would rapidly combine with metals such as sodium, mag- 
nesium, and calcium at ordinary temperatures. Later Koenig 
and Elod showed that active nitrogen was produced when the 
gas was drawn through a d.c. carbon-arc, and it would appear 
probable that the high proportions of nitrides present in weld 
metal are due to the existence of this very active form of 
nitrogen in welds produced by the carbon-arc process, and 
also in steel melted in the electric furnace, which shows that 
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Fio. 1.—OXYGEN AND NITROGEN FouND IN WRLD MBTAL. 


either the carbon monoxide produced in the arc exercises 
some protective influence on the weld, or that some other not 
fully understood phenomena are produced. 

The methods for the determination of nitrogen in metal 
are faulty, because one cannot be sure that in any given 
specimen the determined nitrogen is all the nitrogen the metal 
really contains. The author has pointed out that when weld 
metal is heated in hydrogen a certain amount of the nitrogen 
is given off as ammonia, a certain amount is given off as 
Apparently uncombined nitrogen, and a certain proportion 
remains in the metal. In one case, for instance, a weld metal 
containing 0.095 per cent. of ntirogen when heated for thirty 
minutes in a current of hydrogen, gave off 30.5 per cent. of 
the element as ammonia, and the residue on analysis still 
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contained 23.1 per cent., showing that 46.4 per cent. had 
eseaped as uncombined nitrogen. 

Rawdon and his collaborators found that specimens heated 
in vacuo lose nitrogen to the extent of about 50 per cent. 
As, however, their metallographic researches do not coincide 
with this loss, they suggest that the ordinary methods of 
analysis only determine the nitride nitrogen, and that the 
quantity apparently eliminated on heating has really been 
converted into another form which is unattacked bs the 
reagents used. "This is a very improbable explanation, especi- 
ally in the light of the author's results, but the fact remains 
that a large field for interesting and informative research 
opens up in connection with the presence of both oxygen 
and nitrogen in steel. It is hoped by making specimens of 
weld metal in which nitrogen cannot possibly exist, by making 
welds in nitrogen perfectly free from oxygen, and by the 
study of these welds, that definite conclusions will be ar- 
rived at. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters received by us after 5 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the following week, C should forward their communi- 
cations at the earliest possible moment, No letter can be published 
unless we have the writer's name and address in our possession, 


A Generator Problem. 


I have followed Wireman’s’’ trouble for the past few 
weeks. I should like to try and help him, as I had the same 
trouble last June. I tried reversing the shunt, then the 
armature; then I tried exciting one of the shunt coils off a 
5U0-volt circuit with a set of lamps in circuit with the one 
shunt coil, and coupled up the other three coils across the 
armature, and it would generate quite all right. The only 
method that worked satisfactorily and overcame the trouble 
was to couple a wire through a switch so as to short-circuit 
two of the shunt coils, leaving only two of the four coils 
across the armature until the voltage rose, say, to 200 volts; 
then to switch off the short-circuit and leave the four coils 
In series. 

Wm. John. 

Crynant. . 

January 26th, 1921. 
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It is evident from the particulars given in vour issue of 
December 17th, 1920, that the machine in question is intended 
for separate excitation, as, if 480 V were applied to coils 
wound for 60 V, they would promptly burn out. 

J would suggest that Wireman ” should test the field cur- 
rent passed by the motor and compare this with that passed by 
the generator with all field resistance cut out. Ile will in all 
probability find that it is exactly, or approximately, the same. 
If such is the case, it clearly proves my contention re separate 
excitation. 

With reference to the series winding, if this 1s on the main 
poles it should be connected in opposition to the main excita- 
tion, the reason being that this has the effect of reducing the 
amount of current flowing during the striking of the arc, and 
also contributes greatly to economy in current by reducing to 
a great extent the amount of series resistance needed in the 
arc circuit. | 

I should further like to point out that the reason for adopt- 
ing separate excitation is that yf the machine be self-exciting, 
it is possible for the series coils to overcome the shunt coils 
and destroy the excitation of the machine, if the are is not 
struck quickly, and with plenty of series resistance in circuit. 

I have been able on several occasions, by careful regulation 
of the excitation, to obtain & balance between the series and 
shunt coils and maintain a steady arc. without the aid of any 
series resistance in the arc circuit. 

Frank S. Rumball. 
I.uton, January 99th, 1921. | 
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Shop Displays. 

In common with many of your readers, I bave read the 
correspondence under the above heading with interest, 
mingled with mixed impressions of disappointment and hope. 

I dislike unidentified letters, which savour of lack of 
courage, and also deplore the vituperative tone of Mr. Tate's 
replies. It is also unfortunate that Mr. Cohen should endea- 
vour to redress his grievances through the hospitality of your 
columns, seeing that more constitutional methods were avail- 
able. We all have cause for complaint, and Mr. Cohen should 
inemorise the lines of Seneca which read: Let no man pre- 
sume to give advice to others that has not first given good 
counsel to himself."' 

As a member of the E.C.A. I have for many years been 
known as the Opposition," and also by the much respected 
Mr. Cash as the Gadfly.” Why? Because I endeavour to 
stimulate those silent and sluggish members who are content 
to let others overburden themselves with duties whilst they— 
the silent ones—refuse to give support by attending meetings, 
being content to pose as injured and ignored. 

To ' Retailer” and others I beg to give a few lines of 
advice: Primarily, they are certainly unaware of the diff- 


culties confronting them in their endeavour to found an 
organisation which will create their ideals. Secondly, they 
are neglecting the excellent prospect of success and are re- 
taining the sand but washing away the gold. I will be more 
explicit. 

Let from 40 to 50 disappointed contractors, &c., who are 
legitimately entitled to membership, immediately join the 
E.C.A. Following this they must resolve to attend the forth- 
coming annual meetings. If they will do so they will have 
the opportunity of electing whomsoever they desire to repre- 
sent their interests. They can remove from oftice those who 
are supposed to run the Association in their own interests, and 
in consequence will hold the reins and thereby be able to 
demonstrate their capability to create a strong representative 
and co-ordinate body. I hope thev anticipate the magnitude 
of their responsibilities when the, pec the powers. Personal 
acquaintance is very educational at times. 

ln conclusion, your correspondence does not indicate the 
geographical source of complaint. Therefore I wish to in- 
dicate that although London seems so badly served, the 
numerous branches throughout the kingdom) are seemingly 
happy and well catered for. 

W. Ellerd-Styles. 


London, N. 1. 
January 31st, 1921. 


The Life of Metallic-filament Lamps. 


Several times recently I have been called upon to quote a 
price per annum for the maintenance of electric. light instal- 
lations, and, naturally, 1 have been very interested in the 
correspondence in your columns on the above subject. 

Referring to the letter from “J. W. H.” in your issue of 
the th inst., in which he says: " Generally speaking, the 
average life is about 200 hours tor ordinary metal lamps, and 
100 hours for half-watt types,” [ should be glad to know how 
J. W. H.” arrived at these figures, which, of course, must 
only be approximate, and to mv mind are quite true with the 
lamps of the present-day standard of manufacture. 

‘lake, for example, an installation of 100 ordinary metal- 
filament lamps and one of 100 half-watt' lamps, in each case 
working on, say, 200 volts constant pressure, and assuming 
that the lamps are not subjected in any way to mechanical 
stress or shock, could J. W. H.” suggest a figure for average 
life in each of the cases just given as examples? I should be 
very interested to hear his opinion. ' 

Referring to the so-called half-watt " lamps, which I am 
glad to say are now beginning to be called gastilled lamps by 
many, I have found when dealing with installations operating 
on a voltage of 200, that to install, in place of 200-volt lamps, 
lamps rated at 210 volts gives a considerably longer life to the 
lamps, and also the loss of candle power is not appreciable. 


Maintenance. 
January 2th, 1921. 
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‘I have followed with interest recent correspondence ap- 
pearing in the ELECTRICAL. Review on the above subject. 

To my mind, the solution is not to reduce costs to take 
account of replacements, for that, surelv, would tend to lower 
rather than raise the quality of lamps at the present time. 

It is common knowledge that we have standard prices for 
metallic-tilament lamps, and it is also the feeling of con- 
sumers that prices are on the high side. "Therefore, as Mr. 
Aish suggests, if high prices are to remain, insistence should 
be placed upon an equally high standard of quality, thus 
prolonging the life of a lainp. 

Many things enter into the life of a drawn-wire lamp, and 
one of the most important factors 1s the quality of the tung- 
sten wire used in its manufacture. The quality of tungsten 
wire depends to a large extent on the way in which it is 
drawn, and, as a supplier of diamond dies, I know that a 
very great deal depends on the quality of the diamond die 
used. A really good diamond (not bort) die is comparatively 
expensive, but its apparent high cost is more than com- 
pensated by the long life and efficient service of the product. 
This statement applies not only to the drawing of tungsten 
wire for the manufacture of incandescent lamps, but also to 
the drawing of copper wire which enters so much into the 
electrical industry. 

Filiéres. 


H 


January Ath, 1921. 


The National Joint Board’s Procedure. 

I am desired by the employers’ side of the No. 6 District 
Joint Board to send you the following resolution which was 
unanimously passed by them at their first meeting and subse- 
quently confirmed by a full meeting of the Board held Novem- 
ber 22nd, 1920 :— 

'" That,a recommendation be sent to the National Joint 
Board requesting that all future questions of conditions of 
employment or remuneration and other vital matters be re- 
ferred to the various District Joint Boards for their con- 
sideration before definite decisions are reached.” 

As will be seen this resolution lays bare the root origin of 
the sore which ultimately festered and culminated in the em- 
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ployers finding themselves menaced with a situation which, 
to put it mildly, would not admit of temporising. 

Had the above resolution been incorporated in the con- 
stitution af the National Joint Board, such an impasse would 
have been avoided and a considerable amount of mud- 
slinging " saved. This resolution was submitted to the chair- 
man of the Conference of Employers on January 7th, but he 
refused to accept it, as it had not appeared on the "agenda, 
and he suggested that it should be brought to the notice 
uf the re-formed Board. As is probably well known, the possi- 
bility of a new National Board being created has not matured, 
and is not likely to mature, and it is still within the bounds 
of possibility that. the employers will have slung at them 
demands quite as exorbitant if not more so than the recent 
recommendations which have caused such an outburst of feel- 
ing during the last few months.- . 

i respectfully submit that all schedules of salaries and work- 
ing conditions should be considered by the District Bourds 
before the final mandate is issued by the ‘National Bourd (as 
is done in the case of the Industrial Councils). If this were 
the procedure, the District Boards would then be in a position 
to recommend to:the undertakings covered by their areas the 
acceptance of the eventual findings of the national body. At 
the moment those District Boards which are set up have to 
press for adoption recommendations, which conscientiously 
thev are ashamed to put forward and only do so in order to 
justify their existence. The No. 6 District: Board would be 
glad to have the views of other Boards, and perhaps a united 
front may with tactful handling secure the adoption by the 
National Joint Board of the above or a stronger resolution in 
its constitution. — 

. (Alderman) A. A. Senington, 
ii : Chairman of No. 6 (West of England) 
Pw District Board. 
"Bristol. 
January 31st, 1921. 
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' Indicating Wattmeter in Remote Position. 


We notice a letter from '' Inquirer ’’ under the above title 
ìn your current issue. 

As we understand the problem, it is required to indicate 
at the point a the power taken by stations a and c. This 
can readily be done by means of a current transformer (cT) 
installed on the incoming cable at sub-station c and connected 
by pilot leads with tbe indicating wattmeter (w) at station A, 
a8 shown in the accompanying figure. 

In order to make it possible to use pilot leads of small 
section, the secondary current of the current transformer 
should be a fraction of .an ampere in place of the usual 
ð amperes. 

It is unnecessary to run potential leads between the stations, 
since the line voltage at A can be utilised to excite the poten- 


STATION 8 


STATION A ] . 
hal windings of the waei. The potential connections 
have been omitted from the figure, for the sake of clearness. 

. We have assumed that the load can be regarded as balanced. 

If this is not the case, two current transformers should be 
installed and three pilot leads will be necessary. 

If your correspondent cares to communicate with us, we 
would go into the scheme in detail, which is not possible with- 
out e unduly upon your valuable space. 


T : Everett, Edgcumbe & Co., Ltd. 
en 
January 31st, 1921. 
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charging Batteries for Motor Cars. 


With regard to the letter from Messrs. Rootes. Ltd., under 
the beading '' Charging Batteries for Motor Cars," in your 
issue of the 98th inst., I understand Messrs. The Igranic Elec- 
tric Co., of Bedford, manufacture the apparatus sought by 
Messrs. Rootes, their leaflet No. 780 of m unen 1918, deal- 
ing with this equipment. ` 

s me Marshall Tate. 


TS heat 
i i sisi, 102. "E 


* 
—  - o —— u—⅛. g 


Electeiolty Supply trom Surplus Sources. 


Re your note on my letter under the above heading in your 
issue cf the 14th inst., T realise that there are vested interests 
to be considered and difficulties to he overcome, but it should 
neat de impossible to achieve nt least something on the lines 
ul ruggested. As a matter of fact, it is not infrequently 


The publié supply corporations, when they get into a 


tight place, are glad to avail themselves of any surplus energy 
which a large works in the district may have available, as 

in this district at the present time. Also, it is done in- ihe 
Unted States. In a recent issue of an American technical 
journal, in an article on Power for Industrial Plants, it 
Was stated that works having large demands for low-pressure 
steam were producing more power than needed for their 
own uses, and selling tlie excess to power or other com panies,’ 
Elsewhere in the same article it is stated that: In some 
particular kinds of business, like a woollen mill, dye house, 
bleachery, soup factory, sugar refinery, &c., energy can be 
produced at rates at which it is practically impossible for 
the central power plant to compete.” 

But in the States they are accustumed to do things that 
we consider impossible. For instance, they supply steam or 
hot water tor heating froin the central supply stations, thereby 
saving at least some of the really ghastly wuste involved in 
discarding 60 per cent. of the heat of the fuel with the 
cooling water. I cannot think that any system involving such 
a waste can be the last word in power generation. When 
things are wrung, as a rule it is the system und not the 
individual which is at fault. If a system could be arranged 
which would foster these small supplies of energy (large in 
the aggregate) by inaking it worth while for the individusl 
to study them, things would alter. I know of a large works 
requiring a good deal of power, so much that the canal arm 
becomes unduly heated by the heat discarded with the 
cooling water, thereby RET: the vacuum and increasing 
the coal consumption. On the other side of the canal there 
is a jain factory. How much better it would be if, instead of 
using the exhaust steam to boil the water in the canal, it 
were used, or part of it, for boiling the jam. 

Again. in the same power house, there is 500 kW of plant 
standing idle, whilst elsewhere in the same town other works 
cannot be supplied because the plant at the Corporation 
electricity works is overloaded, and the Government will not 
sanction further outlay. It has been suggested that the 
various works in the town should provide the money for 
the extensions, but it would be better if by adopting some 
such system as [ have suggested, the works were to supply 
the power, or part of it. 

It may be objected that. it could not be done at the. price, 
but if it is being done in the case of some works, why not 
in others.? It must be borne in mind that it is only the 
surplus power that is in question, and it would cost very 
little more than the fuel, and perhaps an extra stoker or 
two, to run the stand-by ‘plant, and so the extra electricity 
could be developed at a very cheap rate. By linking. np. a 
number of works. as they would be if allowed to feed into 
the mains, it would not matter if the supply from one or 
two of the works were cut off, as the average would be 
maintained. Moreover, most of the works would be working 
the usual hours, so that the extra supply from the works 
would come on and go off just when it was most convenient 
for it to do so. I cannot help thinking that there is a greater 
possibility of obtaining cheap power by co-ordinating existing 
sources than by studying water power in England, and that it 
would be better worth while for a, Government Commission 


to loox into. p | 
| Albert Charles Pain, M.I.Mech.E. 
Birmingham. , ; 
January 9Ath, 1921. 
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German Competition in the Electrical Trades. 


In this matter surely the essential thing is whether Ger- 
many is better qualified for manufacturing than Britain. On 
this point the most essential factor is coal production, and in 
this Britain is better off than Germany; in fact. the largest 
ane item of our exports to Germany was coal in pre-war 
ays 

This country produced six tons per head per annum; Ger- 
many only three tons per head. Yet in 1913 Germany sent 
us 1555 000, 000 of manufactures and we sent only 227, 000, 000 
to them. 

In pre-war days we exported enough coal to ereate employ- 
ment for 5,000, persons, that is, about 75,000,000 tons. The 
10.000.000 persons employed at home requiring about 
150,000,000 tons of coal to keep them employed. . Germany 
exported very little coal—her coal exports were in the form o 
coal dust and clay. 

Is it not remarkable that Free Trade Britain exported twice 
as much coal as all other countries together? Was it not a 
ease of selling our birthright? Surely Esau ought to be our 
patron saint! 

Our imports of manufactures were paid for by exports of 
coal, and we learn now that our foreign trade depends upon 
coal exports. In bulk, 84 per cent. of our exports were coal! 
Yet German exported more goods than we to protected rivals 
without sending them much coal! 

On other points our policy seemed to be radically wrong. 
The three factors in wealth production are capital, labour and 
raw material. We exported all three in vast quantities. 

In 1913 and previous years, Britishers invested less than 
£50,000,000 in home companies, bnt four times as much 
abroad. The rate of emizration was 950,00 a vear for te 
vears. Yet the country could spare 80,000,000 tons of coal—a 
raw material that should attract all other kinds of raw 
material to itself! 
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Imports of food should be paid for by exports of manu- 
factures, and were paid for so far as regards Empire trade. 

How different our trade with our four rivals—America, Ger- 
many, France and Belgium. In 1918 we purchased £208,000,000 
of food and manufactures from them, and they only bought 
£84,000,000 in return for these goods. 

These facts prove that Free Trade was & disastrous mistake, 
because it hindered production by driving capital abroad. 


E. Wright. 


London. 
January 9Ath, 1921. 


Cost Sheets. 


With reference to Mr. J. H. Whyman's letter in your last 
issue re my article on '' Costing," I quite agree with him 
that costing to be of practical use must give as much detail 
as possible. 

The generation cost sheet, fig. 5, did not show great detail 
(only the B.o.T. headings). but it will be seen by reference to 
the time card, fig. 2, that 12 headings appear under the item 
" Engines and Boilers," and this can be applied to stores 
sheets and all other items, also to the cost sheets. 

A great deal depends on the size of the station, &c.. as to 
the lay-out of a costing system, and I trust Mr. Whyman will 
see that owing to a desire to save space my article dealt more 
with minimum requirements than maximum. 

A. Clegg. 


Dewsbury. 
January 31st, 1921. 


LEGAL. 


NORTON v. ELECTROLITE, LTD. 
(TRAVELLER'S NOTICE.) 


In the Mayor's and City of London Court, on January 25th, 
an action was brought by Mr. H. F. Norton, commercial 
traveller, against Electrolite, Ltd., of Gresham Street, E.C., to 
recover £50 as damages for breach of contract of employment. 
Defendants raised a counter-claim for 489, and admitted 
owing plaintiff £34 subject to the counter-claim. 

Plaintift’s case was that the defendant company engaged 
him after being a salesman in their service, to become a com- 
mercial traveller, and travel various districts for them in 
Oxford, Kent, Portsmouth, Birmingham, &. He was to get 
orders for electric lamps, gas mantles, globes, chimneys, and 
everything needed in the lighting world. He began to work 
for them in July, 1916, at a salary of 30s. a week, and he 
was to have 24 per cent. commission on the first £50 worth 
of orders tuken weekly and 5 per cent. on the balance. He 
received his salary weekly as well as the commission, but 
the commission was afterwards paid monthly. In July last 
he resigned by giving a week’s notice to leave on July 30th, 
which he did. He was paid his week's salary, and now 
claimed commission due to him when he left. Plaintif 
maintained that he was a weekly servant and had not to 
give longer notice. 

Defendants said that the plaintiff should have given them 
three months’ notice or a season’s notice, as they 
engage another traveller to finish his rounds which were 
incomplete when he left. It took the plaintiff three months 
to go to his various districts, and defendants had been damaged 
by having to engage someone else. l i l 

FRANK Durants, defendants’ managing director, said he 
thought before a traveller left he ought to take round his 
successor and introduce him to the customers. Defendants 
claimed 25 per cent. profit lost on the business which the 

laintiff would have done if he had given a reasonable notice 
instead of a week. The terms were not very plain perhaps. 
Their other travellers were under contracts subject to other 
terms to give them one week's notice, but then they lost 
their commission. He did not expect travellers when they 
left to canvass their competitors in business as plaintiff had 
done. He was annoyed when the plaintiff left him and gave 
him a week's notice. It was just at the beginning of a season, 
which was the whole of the trouble. No doubt he ought to 
have provided for three months' notice to be given to him 
when a traveller left, and that was what he would have done 
if he had been wise. Plaintiff's practice was to call on their 
customers once in three months. If a traveller left in anger 
he would not then, of course, expect him to go round with 
his successor. m" 

Judge Jackson said he thought the plaintiff should have 
given 8 month's notice, and that that would have been 
reasonable. ‘Therefore, while he found for the plaintiff on 
the claim for commission for £34. or such sum as might be 
found due, he found for the defendants for £37 16s. for 
damages on the counter-claim. 


— 


BREACH OF LIGHTING AGREEMENT. 


On January 29th, at the Dublin Southern Police Court, the 
Pembroke Urhan Council sued William J. Barry for a breach 
of a lighting contract. The terms of the agreement were that 
a fixed rate would be charged for & number of lights of a 


had to. 


certain power. Defendant substituted lights of a higher watt 
age, and the Council therefore cut off the supply and informed 
Barry that he would not receive a further supply until he re- 
mitted the sum of £l. Barry refused to do this, and re-con- 
nected the lighting circuits to the mains himself. Mr. O'Reilly, 
for defendant, said that his client had offered to pay the cost 
of the excess energy used, but refused to recognise the Coun- 
cil’s power to fine him £l. The magistrate made an order 
fining defendant £5, with costs amounting to £3. 


WATSON, Marsu & Co, v. Core. 


AT Marylebone County Court, before Judge Sir Walworth H. 
Roberts, Watson, Marsh & Co., electrical engineers, of Golders 
Green, sued Victor Cope, an agent, of Golders Green, for £17 
lls., work done and materials supplied in connection with 
alterations to an electric cooking set. There was a counter- 
claim for the return of £15 paid on the purchase of the set. 

According to the evidence, the plaintiffs had organised a 
demonstration of the cooking sets at their premises, and the 
defendant was one of the purchasers. After a time defendant 
complained that the stove would not cook quickly enough, and 
plaintiffs undertook to have some work carried out which 
would improve it. The set was made use of for the kitchen, 
dining room and breakfast room. It consisted of an oven, 
1 plate and grill; the price paid for it was £25, and the 
defendant's contention was that the £17 108. sued for was in- 
cluded in the £25 originally paid for the article. 
facturers were the British Electric Transformer Co. 

Evidence given for the defence was that the cooking was so 
slow that the oven had to be sturted about an hour before it 
would cook anything, and it required half an hour to dul an 
egg and three-quarters of an hour to cook a joint. 

The JupGE held that the repairs to the cooking set were no: 
included in the £25 which was given for it, and gave judgment 
for the plaintiffs on the claim and counter-claim with costs. 


The manu- 


THE PROPOSED ENGINEERS' CLUB 


FOR LONDON, 


IN view of the steady inflow of letters from supporters of 
the proposal to establish a London club for engineers, it is 
considered that the time is now ripe to hold a meeting of 
the Provisional Committee, which is accordingly being called 
for February 10th. It is hoped that at that meeting an 
Executive Committee will be formed, with instructions to 
proceed with the preliminary inquiries, &c., and to report 
at the earliest possible date. The following gentlemen have 
consented to serve on the Provisional Committee: — 

W. A. Agnew; A. H. Allen, M.I.E.E.; Llewellyn B. Atkin- 
son, M.I.E.E. (president Institution of Electrical] Engineers); 
Daniel Adamson, M. Inst. C. E., M. I. Mech. E.; Col. O. C. 
Armstrong, D. S. O. (president British Engineers’ Association); 
H. E. Blain; Thomas Bolton; A. L. Churchill; Sir Dugald 
Clerk, K. B. E., D. Sc., F. R. S. (vice-president Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers; past-president Institution of Gas En- 
gineers); A. C. Cramb, M.I.Mech.E., M. I. E. E. (hon. secretary 
Incorporated Municipal Electrical Association); E. C. Clark; 


C. T. Colpitts; J. F. Crowley, D.Sc., M. I. E. E.; Fred J. Dixon, 


M.Inst.C.E., M.I.Mech.E. (president Institution of Water 
Engineers); F. R. Davenport, M.I.E.E.; C. Dally; Howard 
Foulds; Alan R. Fenn; J. Fearn, A. M. I. Mech. E.; T. Goulden, 
M. Inst. C. E. (president Institution of Gas Engineers); Dr. E. 
Hopkinson, M. P., M. I. Mech. E. (past- president Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers); R. W. Hughman ; Sir Robert Hadfield, 
Bart.. D.Sc., F. R. S., M.Inst.C.E., (vice-president Institution 
of Mechanical Engineers); Edmund L. Hill, M.I.Mecn.E., 
M. I. E. E.; Dr. H. S. Hele-Shaw, LL.D., F.R.S., M.I.Mech.E.; 
W. L. Hichens; W. W. Hughes, A. M. I. E. E.; Brig.-Gen. 
G. M. Jackson; Major C. W. Jordan, A.M.I.Mech.E., M. I. A. E.; 
F. W. Jennings; Bailie John King; G. Layton. M. I. E. E.; 
Max Muspratt; H. Mensforth, C.B.E.. M.Sc. (Director-General 
of Government Factories); Brig.-Gen. The Lord Montagu of 
Beaulieu, K. C. I. E., C. S. I; S. Thornley Mott; E. Manville, 
M. P., M. I. E. E. (past- president Society of Motor Manufac- 
turers and Traders); Ben H. Morgan; H. J. S. Mackay; Frank 
Merricks (president Institution of Mining and Metallurgy); 
Frank W. Mellowes; C. H. Merz, M. Inst. C. E., M. I. E. E.; 
Edwin L. Orde, M. I. Mech. E. (past- president N. E. Coast In- 
stitution of Engineers and Shipbuilders); F. Handley Page; 
P. C. Pope, A. M. I. E. E.; W. Prescott. B. Sc.; T. O. Pulman. 
M. I. Mech. E.; T. Peterson; Sir W. Peter Rylands (president 
Federation of British Industries); H. Richardson (hon. sec. 
The Engineers’ Club, Manchester); Sir Harry Renwick, 
K.B.E.; H. C. B. Sainsbury, M.I.Mech.E.; J. D. Siddeley; 
Norman Scorgie, M.Inst.C.E.; S. Tweedale; H. C. B. Under- 
down (president Association of British Motor and Allied Manu- 
facturers): J S. Webb; H. T. Wilkinson, M.I.E.E. (The En- 
gineers’ Club, Manchester); C. H. Wordingham, O.B.E., 
M. Inst. C. E., M. I. Mech. E. (past-president Institution of Elec- 
trical Engineers); Ald. W. Walker. A. M. I. E. E.: David Wilson, 
OB. E.: W. J. U. Woolcock, M. P. (Association of British 
Chemical Manufacturers); H. James Yates, M. I. Mech. B. 
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THE INDUSTRIAL SITUATION IN GERMANY IN 1920. 


Tue Department of Overseas Trade has issued a ‘ General 
Report on the Industrial and Economic Situation in Germany 
in December, 1920," by Mr. J. W. F. Thelwall, commercial 
secretary to H.M. Embassy, Berlin, assisted by Mr. C. J. 
Kavanagh, British commercial secretary, Occupied Territories, 
Cologne. It may be of interest to supplement the comments 
made in our editorial columns by the reproduction of the 
following additional information from the report. 

The commercial secretary at Berlin, dealing with the out- 
look, states that at present German trade and indusiry are 
suffering severe losses through the fall in the world’s prices 
for such commodities as cotton and copper, as the stocks, 
bought in the course of the year, are correspondingly depre- 
ciated. Should there be no recovery, the effects will show 
themselves in due course in the form of failures and financial 
embarrassment. Another factor which will have an adverse 
effect on trade in 1921 is the increasing burden of taxation, as 
the full force of the legislation of 1919 will begin to be felt in 
the first quarter of the year. 

On the other hand, the commercial secretary concludes 
from his survey that German trade and industry are sound 
enough in themselves; their adaptability has seen them 
through the great hardships of two exceedingly difficult years, 
and as far as in them lay they have removed or surmounted 
the obstacles which impeded them. ‘Lhere is, however, one 
danger which they were not able to remove, and that is the 
bankruptcy o* the country. Lust year this was one of the 
several factors which warranted the assumption that Germany 
was threatened with collapse; this year it 1s the only one, but 
it is not likely to bring about this disaster, as neither Ger- 
many herself nor anyone else has any interest in its occur- 
rence. It is therefore necessary to check the process of in- 
lation. 

IRON AND STEEL INDUSTRIES, 


The commercial secretary at Cologne states that Germany, 
with her reduc 1 capacity of production within her present 
territories, will require all the pig iron and semi-finished steel 
produced in the country for her own requirements in working 
up into the most highly finished products, and will therefore 
in future, in contradistinction to formerly, have no materials 
of these kinds available for export. 

The present rate of production of pig iron is not stated, us 
no statistics are now being published, but an analysis of such 
company reports for the year 1919-20 as contain any figures 
leads to the belief that a 60 per cent. yield is being obtained. 
On the other hand, the make of steel is considerably greater 
than that of pig iron owing to the importation of material 
from abroad and the utilisation of scrap iron on a large scale. 

The labour situation is described as favourable. The actual 
productive capacity of the men has improved, and is likely 
further to increase given settled conditions. Ít is estimated 
that wages increases represent an advance over 1913 rates of 
from 10 to 15 times per ton of output, the influencing factors, 
bevond actual augmentation in wages, being the 8-hour day, 
additional holidays, decrease in working capacity, and diminu- 
tion in the output. 


THE ENGINEERING TRADES. 


Dealing with the engineering trades, the report states that 
the supply of raw materials has become more abundant, parti- 
cularly cast iron and steel, owing to an improved home pro- 
duction, imports and also to a slump in the demand. ‘The 
general stagnation in trade has not been without its etfects in 
Germany, and it set in at a period of improved exchange when 


local products were consequently not cheap. Generally speak- - 


ing, the outlook is dull, and the home deinand is slack on 
account of the high prices. 

The large increases in capital made have been due mainly 
to the high costs of procuring raw materials rather than to 
any extensions or installations of new plant. Apart from the 
transition of armament and munition firms to peace require- 
ments, any reconstruction that 1s in propies has been chiefly 
in the direction of improvements to and the reconversion of 
boiler plant for burning lignite. 

The increased importance of lignite has given rise to a 
brisk home demand for the special excavating and hauling 
machinery in use, as well as for light railway material. Boiler 
makers are also busy in the provision of special plant for the 
utilisation of crude lignite and lignite briquettes. 

The export tax on engineering manufactures has been re- 
duced to 3 per cent., which has stimulated exports. The report 
further mentions that the late coal strike and high prices in 
England and the inability of manufacturers to quote fixed 
prices and deliveries resulted in orders being placed in Ger- 
many for locomotives, oil mills, rolling mills and electrical 
plant. The tendency at one time to quote for export in foreign 
currency is not so much in evidence now, as with fluctuations 
in exchange losses have been frequent, 

The annual reports of companies show that good dividends 
are being psid, and although shortege of raw materials and 
of fuel have had a depressing effect, the works in general have 


been fairly well occupied. The market is very receptive for 
foreign orders, and every effort is made to meet the require- 
ments of customers. 

A list of some of the combinations resulting from the re- 
grouping of the industry is given in appendices, and it is 
also mentioned that the Augsburg-Nuremberg Engineering Co. 
has entered into a community of interests with the Guteholl- 
nungshutte (steel works), and that the Krupp Co. and the 
Rhenish Metal Ware Works have been added to the many 
existing makers of locomotives. 

On the question of labour, the report states that the work- 
men are more or less contented in spite of the adverse con- 
ditions of living. Piece work is rather the exception than 
the rule, and the average wages per hour are from 7 tu 8 
marks, with an 8-hour day. 


NON-FERROUs METALS. 


Concerning the branches for non-ferrous metals, the report 
states that the aluminium industry, which was largely 
developed during the war, is syndicated in the Ver. Aluminium 
Werke. Inland deposits of bauxite have been opened up, but 
it is believed that the inferior quality will be drawn upon 
more for chemical than for metallurgical purposes. ‘Lhe 
French export tax of 20 per cent. has diverted orders to the 
Dalmatian deposits, with which rail communication is still 
difficult, but shipments are stated to have taken place via 
Rotterdam. The demand for aluminium in the home market 
for domestic hardware has been brisk, and a good export trade 
in the former has resulted. 

As a result of metallurgical research a magnesium alloy 
has been placed on the market under the name of “‘ elec- 
tron," which is said to contain more than 30 per cent. of mag- 
nesium, and to be suitable for light castings. The physical 
characteristics are a tensile strength of 12 to 15 kg. per sq. mm. 
with an extension of 3 to 4 per cent. It is understood that the 
Griesheim Elektron Co. has entered into an agreement with 
the A.E.G. (Department of the Oberspree Metal Works) for 
the manufacture of commercial articles from this metal. 

The copper, lead, nickel, and tin markets have established 
themselves as nearly as possible on former lines, while the 
zinc interests, beyond picking up odd parcels of concentrates, 
are merely expectant with regard to future developments in 
Australian supplies. 


LIGNITE POWER STATIONS. 


The report, proceeding to refer to the question of electric 
power stations, states that considerable attention has recently 
been devoted to the problem of the gconomic generation of 
electric power from the large resources of lignite, which being 
of low calorific power and containing large percentages of 
moisture, cannot be transported over long distances. A solu- 
tion has been found in the use of the lignite for generating 
electricity on the spot and its transmission to distant con- 
sumers by means of high-pressure feeders. 

It is considered that these overland power transmission 
schemes, which went hand in hand with the development 
of the war industries, will play an important part in the 
future, and in the economy of generation and the saving in 
transport they have already materially assisted in tiding over 
a very difficult situation. AK the war one of the country's 
super-power stations was erected at Knapsack, near Cologne. 
The installation is built on the lip of the lignite mine, and 
the lignite is fed mechanically from the open-cut excavating 
machines into the boiler house. The power developed 1s 
rated at present at 88,000 kW, generated at 7,000 volts, and 
stepped up to 110,000 volts for overhead transmission. The 
station is linked up with another at Reisholz by means of 
overhead transmission lines. The plant at the Knapsack 
station includes two 950,000-kW turbo-alternator sets which 
will shortly be placed in service. 

The Golpa station near Bitterfeld, which is also located on 
lignite fields, has a capacity of 97,000 kW, of which 64,000 
is transmitted at 88,000 volts to a nitrate works 16 miles 
distant, while the remainder is transmitted a distance of 80 


miles at 110,000 volts. 


The following are the most important of the extra high- 
pressure overland supply systems which are completed: (1) 
The State line from Bitterfeld-Golpa to Berlin of & length 
of 89 miles and comprising six aluminium conductors of 120 
sq. mm. section. (2) The Rhenish Westphalian Electricity 
Co.’s line from Knapsack to Osterrath, of a length of 53 miles 
and with feeders of 18.6 miles; a second line between Greven- 
broich and Reisholz of a length of 12.4 miles, the conductors 
being of aluminium and steel. (3) The Murgkraft works 
line between Forbach, Carlsruhe, and Mannheim, of a length 
of 72.5 miles, with cables of aluminium and steel. (4) The 
line of the Pfalz (Palatinate) works between Mannheim and 
Homburg, the length being 62 miles. 

In addition to the above overland transmission lines are 
either in course of erection or projected of a total length of 
092 miles, of which the Bavarian ring will represent over 
620 miles. The remainder will be accounted for by the Saxony 
State lines, and by further extensions of the Bitterfeld-Golpa 
system to Leipzic and Magdeburg and the Grossenheim-Lautits 
Berlin circuit, which will bave a length of 122 miles. 


- e——— A L— erus e on o — —ÿ—„— 9 n 09 9 — — — T 
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JOINT ELECTRICITY AUTHORITIES. 


MERSEY AND WEsT LANCASHIRE INQUIRY. 


AN inquiry into the proposed formation of a Joint Electricity 
Authority under the Electricity (Supply) Act, 1919, for the 
abave, mentioned district,.was opened at the Town Hall, Liver- 
pool, on January 25th, by the Electricity Commissioners. Sir 
-John Snell presided, and was accompanied by Sir Harry 
.Haward, Mr. W. W. Lackie, and Mr. H. Booth, with Mr. E. 
.W. Hudson (legal.adviser), and Mr. D. S. Cumberlege (clerk). 
-. The scheme put forward by the conference of supply autho- 
rities contemplated a capital outlay of £4,500,000, and involved 
the erection of a large generating station, probably in the 

iverpool area, which would ultimately have a capacity of 
-250,000 kW, and the laying of transmission lines to the various 
areas. Among the matters which the Commissioners had to 
consider, were the areas to be included in the proposed district 
and the. objections by certain authorities on account of their 
inclusion or exclusion. An alternative scheme was submitted 
by Wallasey, which bad the support of Birkenhead, for a 
separate authority for the Wirral district.* 

e scheme presented to the Commissioners for approval 
‘embraced the towns and districts mentioned in our issue of 
duty “Brd, 1920, p. 106, the whole covering an area of 613 
Square miles. aia 
Mr: Honoratus Lloyd, K.C., who represented the promotin 
Authorities, said some of the objections did nof so mué 
deal with the subject in a comprehensive way as try 
to obtain recognition of the continuance of the parochial and 
effeté system from which they had suffered too long. It might 
be thought that thé present was an inopportune time for 
‘spending money. 'But it was common knowledge if the in- 
dustry of the country, and of that district in particular, was 
to receive the means of development of which it was so badly 
Hr need, immediate expenditure of money was necessary to 
produce the development of trade and economic working. 
Tf the trade of this country was to hold its own, there should 
be an ‘ample supply of electricity for all purposes at the lowest 

ossible cost: The many and various industries in those areas, 
fr. Lloyd added, had of recent years extended enormously. 
That was likely to continue, and the supply of electricity was 
far behind the needs of those great industries. Some of the 
railways had already realised that electrification of their lines 
must; come, and he could not think they would stand in the 
way of a public supply which would enable them to adopt 
or increase the use of electricity as a means of traction. The 
population of the area was 1.588,000, of which 1,270,000 were 
on the Lancashire side. Birkenhead had consistently dis- 
sented from the scheme; the Birkenhead stations, which were 
to be scrapped under the Wirral scheme, were some of the 
most inefficient and obsolete in the whole district. | 
"In réply to the chairman. Mr. Lloyd said the technical 
officials of the Birkenhead Corporation had dissented from 
the scheme from the beginning. 

Mr. A. T. Miller, for Birkenhead. said their view had always 
been that the Cheshire side of the river ought to be treated 
séparately. ^ . 

Mr. Lloyd said that Wallasey formerly supported the com- 
mittee’s scheme. but dissented for the first time on November 
99nd. Continuing his address, he said it was proposed that 
the Joint Electricity Authority should comprise 30 members, 
of whom 12 should be appointed by certain local authorities, 
six by local authorities entitled to supply electricity, two by 
local authorities not entitled to supply. four by company 
undertakers, one by Mersey Docks and Harbour Board, two 
bv the railway companies, and three by large consumers. 
They proposed ultimatelv to take over the whole of the 
generating plant in the district. The cost of generating under 
the new scheme would be much less than the existing power 
&tatióna could hope to attain. but for some time the latter 
wonld have to continue in operation. 

They desired at the first stage the interlinking of the main 
stations—Livernool, Bootle, Birkenhead, Wallasev. Warring- 
ton. and St. Helens—and the provision of a capital station 
and high-pressure transmission mains. There was iittle doubt 
that eventually one canital station would be insufficient, and 
it micht be that another would be required at a later date 
r or on the Cheshire side of the Mersev. At 

je capital station it war proposed to generate at 6.600 volts 
and to transmit at 33,000. which would involve the use of 
transformers. 'Théy wanted transmission mains from Liver- 
ngaol through the tunnel to Birkenhead (which could easily 
he extended to Ellesmere Port! and Wallasev; to Prescot and 
St. Helens: and Warrington. The last main could be easily 
linked un with the Mersey Power and the United Alkali Cos.’ 
undertakings. It was not proposed as part of the first sta ge 
to link up Southport; there was a large agricultural district 
tween. and it was not desired to carry, a 33.000-volt main 
there unless the railwavs were likely to take advantage of it. 
At the capital station it was proposed to install four seta of 
25,000, kw each. but the station should be capable of exten. 
gion to ten such sets, with a total capacitv of 250.000 kW 
The estimated canital cost of the station, with four sets. would 
amount t^ 000.000. and the hich-pressure transmission 
mains and transformers to 41,461,960, a total of roughly 
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cluding the Runcorn Urban and Rural, Councils and the 
Manchester Ship Canal Co.), whereas Northwich and Lymm 
desired to be includéd.' In Lancashire, Southport wanted to 
remain out, and the British Insulated & Helsby Cable Co. 
objected to the whole scheme. Sees wet to certain clauses, the 
Chamber of Commerce. 
and the United Traders’ Association of Liverpool supported 
the scheme.. . | ! x eas l 
. Mr. Tyldesley Jones, K.C., for the railway. companies, said 
they desired to suggest certain improvements in the interests 
of the railways, but with the desire to co-operate in whatever 
scheme the Commissioners thought was the right one. They 
were not there in an obstructive capacity. Em 

Mr. Clothier, for. the Bootle Corporation, said its approval 
of the scheme was qualitied. It was held that consumers of 
electricity in Bootle would be better served by the extension 
of the borough's undertaking than by the adoption of the 
scheme, and the Corporation solicited approval of such an 
extension. : : 

Mr. F. C. Wilson, chairman of the Liverpool Tramways and 
Electricity Committee, and of the conferenee of loeal autho- 
ries, gave evidence in support of the scheme, and stated 
that the establishment of a Joint Electricity Authority would 
help the trade not only of Liverpool, but also of the whole 
of the south-west of Lancashire, and Cheshire. The Mersey 
could not be treated as a frontier. Cross-examined by Mr. 
Miller, he said the Joint Authority wus intended to. take over 
the central generating station. and the existing stations as 
soon as possible. He could not give a date. They looked 
for support to the local] authorities concerned, but had not 
obtained from them promises of financial support. They also 
hoped for assistance from the Ministry of Transport. In rep; 
to Mr. E. Tyldesley Jones, K.C., he said the amount to be 
provided from public funds had not been stated as vet. Lf 
it were not forthcoming, they would have to reconsider their 

sition. On the question whether an undertaking would 

e given to provile an effective suppiy, Mr Lloyd remarked 
that that would be offered later. Mr. Wilson said he believed 
four out of six urban districts of Wirral were in favour of 
the scheme. He believed the pubic would invest in the 
proposed undertaking.. In reply to Dr. Eastham,` for the 
Manchester Ship Canal Co., the witness could not say when 
the scheme would be linked up with the Mersey Power Cs. 
(which supplied the Canal Co.), though in the meantime the 
Joint Authority would be in control. He agreed. wish. Mr. 
Clothier that local authorities whose representatives attended 
the conference could withhold their assent if they chose, and 
with regard to the fact that the Corporation uf Liverpool was 
seeking Parliumentary powers for extensions, he said the 
Corporation might require those powers before the Joint 
Authority was formed. , 

Mr. J. A. Jarrett, town clerk of Southport, said that borough 
was in no way desirous of marring & scheme essential to 
Liverpool, but suggested that the exclusion of, that distant 
area would make no material difference to the prospects of 
the Mersey side. o AN 
Sir Harry Haward, one of the Commissioners, asked if the 
actual taking-over of the generating stations was essential 
to the satisfactory working of the scheme. Mr. Wilson replied 
that they must come under the control of the Joint Authority, 
which would have to buy them out. He did not think that 
control over the working of the stations without taking them 
over would be satisfactory. Most of the capital re uired 
would be needed for extensions even if there were no scheme. 

Mr. Harold Dickinson (city electrical engineer, Liverpool) 
had begun his evidence in support of the scheme, when the 
inquiry was adjourned. Lu. 

On Wednesday, Sir John Snell said the Commissioners 
desired to know what would be tbe amount required for 
extensions of individual undertakings if no scheme were 
brought into being, and he asked whether the promoters of 
the rival schemes had combined the actual load curves of the 
various undertakings, jn order to ascertain the effect of bring- 
ing all the loads into one system. The Commissioners had 
done this in the first instance, and found that a maximum 
load of 51,000 kW would suffice instead of 70,000 kW. | 

Mr. Harold Dickinson, continuing his evidence, said the 
scheme would be of great assistance to the railways, and 
would facilitate their further electrification. It should be 
carried out in stages, the first step being the linking-up of 
the stations at Liverpool, Bootle, St. Helens, Birkenhead, 
Wallasey, and Warrington; as nearly all of them were short 
of plant, a new capital station should be provided on the 
river side. The Mersey Power Co. had refused to 5 
with the conference, and had not been included in the scheme; 
the company had furnished no information with regard to 
its undertaking. Mr. Dickinson proceeded to deal witn the 
extensions which various undertakings would need to. meet 
their estimated demands in 1995. He put the cost of providing 
the plant necessary for these extensions at £95 per kW, which 
was much below what it actually would cost. By 1925 new 
plant to produce 144,000 kW would be required by the various 
authorities in the area. The maximum load then he esti- 
mated at 156.000 kW, and the capacity with Authore an 
sions at 101.000 kW. The extensions necessary produce 
144.000 kW (at £25 per kW) would come to £3,600.000. The 
cost of the new capital station under the scheme (100,000 kW 
at £30 per kW) was £3,000,000, and the cost of the transmis- 
sion system £1,461,260, a total of 44, 461, 260. The annual 
balance sbeet under the individual extensions would show a 
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total expenditure of £1,956,610, compared with which the 
capital station scheme would result in an annual saving of 

£276,900, chiefly in coal and working costs, the total being 
ae £1, 709, 710. 

Sir John Snell pointed out that the witness had under- 
estimated the benefit to be derived from the scheme, and 
remarked that engineers should put before the Commissioners 
information which was more likely to be borne out in practice. 

Mr. Dickinson went on to say that as time progressed, the 
saving would become more and more pronounced, and there 
were other advantages to be borne in mind, such as the 
saving of coul. In 1925, he estimated, the individual under- 
takings would be distributing about 460,000,000 units. His 
scheme was that the load should be carried at the New River- 
side capital generating station, Lister Drive, and Warrington. 
The other stations would not be entirely shut down, but held 
in reserve. 

Sir John Snell said the Commissioners would like particu- 
lars of the programme proposed; how much would be done 
in the first, second, and third year, how inuch money would 
be spent, and how the expenditure would be met. 

Mr. Dickinson said the combined demand of 460,000,000 
units would be divided as follows: Liverpool, 233 600,000 ; 
Warrington, 58,400,000; St, Helens, 52,560,000; Wallasey, 
35,040,000 ; Birkenhead, 32 ,120,000; Bootle, 29,200,000; Prescot, 
18.396, QUU ; District Lighting Co., 1,000,000. In the calcula- 
tions a load factor of 334 had been taken, except in the case 
of St. Helens, where it was 40, ard Prescot, where it was 
30 per cent. 

In reply to Mr. A. T. Miller, K.C., the witness said he had 
not included any figure for the capitalised interest during the 
period of construction of the capital station. 

Sir John Snell (chairman) inquired at the opening of the 
third day 8 sitting whether the promoters of the scheme were 
prepared to submit a statement asked for the previous day 
showing the construction and financial programme of each 
of the first three or four years, and indicating what work 
would be done in each year, what money it would cost, how 
it would be raised, and so on. 

Mr. Lloyd replied thi t they had had a terrible night trying 
to comply with the request, but they found it was quite 
unpossible. Until the Joint Authority was established and 
was able to ascertain precisely the extent of co-operation to be 
expected from the local authorities, any figures put forward 
might be purely fanciful. 

Sir John Snell said it had not been indicated how the 
transfer of generating stations would be effected, and Mr. 
Lloyd said it could be arranged by co-operation, but the loca] 
authorities would not be dictated to by Liverpool. 

Continuing his evidence, Mr. Dickinson, in reply to Mr. 
Jones, said that in Liverpool the annual supply was 95 units 
per head of the population. Mr. Jones said that after only 
eight years’ working the Mersey Power Co. was supplying 
369 units per head in its area. In reply to Sir John Snell, 
who remarked that all the witnesses should give all the 
figures in their possession. without reservation, Mr. Dickinson 
pointed out that he had a great mass of figures, and it was 
very difficult to answer questions instantly; he had no inten- 


tion of withholding information from anyone. He assumed 
that by 1930 the Mersey Co. would have been taken over, and 
would be supplying 11,000,000 units per annum to the joint 
system, while the United Alkali Co., on the other side ot the 
river, would supply 55,000,000 units. Unless the Joint Autho- 
rity owned and controlled all the undertakings his figures 
would not apply. Asked by Mr. Jones whether, in Aprit last; 
he told the company that if it did not come in the Oommis- 
sioners would refuse permission for extensions. Mr. Dickinson 
denied recollection of the remark, and said that it certainly 
was not used as a threat. In reply to Dr. Eastham, he said 
the estimated saving of £120,740 on coal was based on a figure 
of & a ton. He agreed that if the Commissioners limited the 
area to the north side of the Mersey, they could link up with 
the south side at a later date. 

Mr. Jalland (for the United Alkali Co.) said that the com- 
pany was willing to hand over its station or to supply energy 
in bulk; it seemed clear that an advantage would result under 
the scheme. Mr. Jones pointed out that if the company’s 
station was transferred to the Joint Authority, tbe latter 
could not supply energy to the company, because it was in 
the Mersey Power Co.'s area. d. 

In reply to Mr. Clothier (Bootle) and Mr. Jarrett (South- 
port), Mr. Dickinson stated that he had not made allowance 
for payments already made for the extinction of debt. Mr. 
Jeeves suggested that the rateable value of the new Ton 
to cost £3,000,000, would not be £40,000 but 5 per cent., 
that the rates would amount to £120.000 instead of £21 m 
No allowanee had been made for rates on the transmission 
mains, costing £1,500,000. 

Mr. Dickinson, re-examined by Mr. Lloyd, said that co- 
operation was the essence of the scheme; if it were to be 
regarded as merely providing a stand-by supply, he would 
wash his hands of it. In reply to Sir John Snell, he said 
there was no difficulty or risk in laying transmission mains 
through the Mersey tunnel. He thought the omission of 
Southport would not injure the scheme. 

Mr. Charles D. Taite (engineer and manager to the Lanci- 
shire Power Co., and formerly electrical engineer to Southport 
and Salford) thought the scheme was very necessary for the 
Merseyside and West Lancashire area, which in many respects 
was backward in electrical development. The costs in the 
various stations were undoubtedly too high. The majority, 
if not all, of the undertakings were short “of Pant and wer 
expecting a big demand on their resources. A very excellent 
site was available on the river side. No division couid be 
based on the Mersey, having regard to the existence of the 
tunnel, and there was no reason for separating the proposed 
area into two districts. That would be a most unfortunaté 
thing, for both sides of the river were part of one commercial 
district likely to develop simultaneously. Witness added that 
it was quite time parochial boundaries in these matters were 
abolished, and a comprehensive scheme should be ‘prepared 
for the whole of a district which had à common interest. . 

[The inquiry was continued on Friday and Saturday, 'and 
was adjourned to a date to be fixed, not before He end ¢ of 
February. ] 

(To be saad) 
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BUSINESS NOTES. | IE I 


Bankruptcy Proceedings. — DaviD — 5SUCHOSTAWER, 
1, First Avenue, Acton, Middlesex, engineer.— The first meeting of 
the creditors of the above was held on Wednesday. at the offices 
of the Official Receiver. 14, Bedford Row, London, W. O. According 
to the statement of sffairs lodged by the debtor, the liabilities 
amounted to £1,030, of which £780 was expected to rank for divi- 
dend. The assets consisted of book-debts valued at £2, or & deficienoy 
of £778. Book«debts of the face value of £1 055 were set down as 
bad. It appeared that the debtor, a Russian, came to this country 
some years ago, when he formed a company called the S.P. Syndi- 
cate, Ltd., for the purpose of exploiting & patent for the surface- 
contact system of tramways. That company, the debtor stated, 
was wound upsix or seven years ago. He then formed another 
company, called Electric Magneto Motors, Ltd., for exploiting 
patents connected with general electrical work. That company 
was still in existence. The debtor attributed his present position to 
the failure of a company to fulfil its engagements with him. 
The Official Receiver (Mr. T. Gourlay), who presided, pointed out 
that the case was a summary one. No resolutions were passed, 
and therefore the estate remains in the hands of the Official 
Rooeiver. fest 

JAMES SHERRED DENLEY, trading as Denley & Co., 69, Regent 
Street, Cheltenham, eleotrician and cycle dealer.—The receiving 
order in this matter was made on January 7th, on debtor's own 
petition. The statement of affairs showed unsecured liabilities of 
£113, against net assets £11, or a deficiency of £72. The debtor 
attributed his position to want of capital, loes on contracts, bad 
trade, and not having a practical knowledge of the business. It 
appeared that the debtor commence business in partnership with 
two others on July 7th, 1919. His two partners were eleotricians, 
but exoept such experience as he had gained as a sapper while 
serving in the Royal Engineers, he had no previous experience of 
the business. When commencing the business, capital to the 
amount of £80, which was provided by the three partners in 


1 


equal shares, was put into the concern. On October 7th, 1919, the 
debtor received £40 for arrears of Army pay, and on Deoem ber 29th 
obtained a grant of ££0 from the Civil Liabilities Fund, both of 
which sums were put into the business, as was also a sum of £21, 
part of £50 granted to the debtor in October last in lieu of pension. 
The two partners subsequently left the business, but there was no 
dissolution of partnership. 

A. LORD, electrical contractor, 33, Westgate Burnley. —Receiving 
order made J anuary 25th, on debtor's own petition. 

WILLIAM DRYSDALE, 24, Paxton Street, Barrow-in-Furness, elec- 
trician. The public examination takes place on February. 11th, 
The following is a list of creditors of £10 and over :— - 


8. ; £ s 
Albion Electrical STOPER .. 3612 Forman & Sons.. ee .. .12 12 
L. Andrew & Co. .. 4215 General Electric Co.. . 24 7 
— Appletons ys 25 5 H. & G. O. Lewtas <.  .. 10 4 
Barrow Builders' Association l4 4 P. K. Lee. .85 0 
Baxendale Bros. "€ . 76 5 Metro.- Vickers Elec. Co., Ltd, 16 19 


Belling & Co. 20 12 H. G. Mabbs & on! .. 25 12 
Barrow News and Mail, Ltd. 24 12 Millard Bros. ae uo 108 6 


Cullender's Cable & Con. Co. 184 8 J. W. Osborne ; 211 10 
Geo. Casperson . “a . 16 8 Royal Accumulator Co. N a 18 
Carron, Ltd. E ae 10 19 Sloan Electrical Co. 41 6 
Central Supplies Co. .. S 3216 J. & W. B. Smith Y 42 17 
Dowsing Radiant Heat Co. 27 6 W. R. Thornton & Sons, Ltd. 21 17 
Drapers' Associati .. .. 2010 Underwood, Ltd. TT ` l 18 
Downes & Davies : 264 16 P. Webber l 15 n 16 
English Elec. Supplies, Ltd. 18 4 Wigan Coal and Iron Co.. 11 5 
E. G. S. Co 31 18 Ward & Goldstone d 121 
Falk, Stadelmann & Co. . Sill 


Company 5 -CHEMICAL DEVELOP- 
MENTS, LTD.—Pait/culars of claims must be sent to the liquidator, 
Mr. E. A. Ashcroft, 65, London Wall, E.C., by March lst. ; 


Dissolution of Partnership, — TRIP? & CABRYATT, 
motor, electrical, and general engineers, 594, Alma Road, Clifton, 
Bristol.—Mr. E. J. Tripp and Mr. R. I. H. Carryatt have dissolved 
partnership. Debts will be attended to by Mr. E. J. Tripp, who 
will oontinue the business, 
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Trade Announcements,— THE Scorri&g ELECTRIC LAMP 
REPAIBING Co., LTD., has leased premises in Paisley as a work- 
shop and substantial stores, which will afford facilities for loading 
and unloading. The establishment is close to the railway. The 
company proposes to take the business in Scotland of the Allies 
Electric Lamp Repairing Co., Hammersmith. The orders at present 
embraoe over 200,000 lamps. 

‘THE CONSOLIDATED PNEUMATIC TOOL Co., LTD., of 170, Picoa- 
dilly, London, W.1, have appointed Measr& J. A. Angus, Kaims 
Foundry, Strand Rangoon, Burma, their agents for Burma. 
Messrs. Angus will handle the company's air compressors, pneu- 
matic and electric toole, rock drills, and all the accessories 
connected with the use of these appliances. They will also carry 
a stock of machines and spare parts, in order to give adequate 
service to users of the company’s products in Burma, 

Mr. F. HUSBAND is representing Messrs. Fillery Frères & Cie., 
of Paris, and all communications should be addressed to him at 
4, Grange Road, Chiswick. W.4. The French firm is making a 
speciality of turned-wood accessories, such as bell pushes, wall 
rosettes, pear pushes, and adapters, as well as moulded insulating 
material to customers’ requirements. Mr, Husband is also 
specialising in switchgear and motors. 

We understand that MR. OswALD L. RECORD has now left the 
Electrical Engineering and Equipment Co., Ltd., of 109, New 
Oxford Street, W.C. 1. For the present all communications should 
be addressed to him at Dacre House, Victoria Street, S.W. 1. 
Telephone : Victoria 2728. 

THE WESTMINSTER TOOL AND ELECTRIC Co., of Putney Bridge 
Road, have appointed Messrs. R. S. Newton & Co., 29, Fountain 
Street, Manchester, as agents for the county of Lancashire for their 
" Westoo! " electric portable drills and blowers. 

Messrs. H. W. Smith & Co. (1920). Ltd., have appointed Mr. 
ASHLEY P. POPE as sales manager. His headquarters will be at 
their London office, Central House, Kingaway. Telegraphic 
address:  " Virwires- Westcent- London." Telephone number: 
Regent 2368." 

With reference to the dissolution of partnership of Mr. E. J. 
Bailey and Mr. W. N. Smart, the latter announces that the 
business is being carried on by him under the title W. N. SMART 
AND Co., at 17, 19 and 194, Cross Street. Oldham. 

KENT Bros. ELECTRIO WIRE Co., of Charlton, S. E. (formerly 
the Eestcombe Engineering and Trading Co., manufacturers of 
cotton-covered copper wires, have appointed the following sole 
selling representatives :—England and Wales: —Mr. E. H. Phillips, 
172, Wardour Street, Oxford Street. London, W.1; Scotland : 
Messrs. W. Brown & Co., 200-2084, St Vincent Street, Glasgow. 

The Times states that SIR CHARLES Parsons, having acquired, 
as from January lst, a controlling interest in the optical and 
scientific instrument firm of Ross, Ltd., will shortly join the board 
as chairman. Mr. John Stuart remains on the board. 


Catalogues and Lists.—MxssRS. J. & W. B. SMITH» 
LTD., 15-23, Farringdon Road, E.C. 1.—An illustrated price list of 
" Glasmi" electric fires of various sizes and types, electric irons, 
hot-plates and cooking apparatus. 

Messks, THOMAS BROADBENT & Sons, LTD., Central Ironworks, 
Huddersfield.— An illustrated leaflet, showing a number of applica- 
tions of automatic centrifugal clutches to mill machinery, &c. 

THE WARDLE ENGINEERING Co., LTD., Manchester. A post- 
card advising consultation with the firm on all matters concerning 
acientific illumination. 

Messrs Hiaas Bros. Sand Pits, Birmingham.—Monthly 
magazine, Vol. IT, No. 11. Stock lists of ac. motors and d.c. 
dynamos and motors; notes on speed regulation of motors, as 
well as the usual humorous items. 

MeEssrs, MANSELL & OGAN, LTD, 15-17, Cecil Court, Oharing 
Cross Road, W. O. 2.—An illustrated and priced leafiet dealing with 
various sizes and ratings of “Cecil” fan regulators. A specifica- 
tion appears on the reverse of the leaflet. 

THE CAMBRIDGE AND PAUL INSTRUMENT Co., LTD, 46, 
Grosvenor Place, S.W. 1.—A folder, Instruments for Power 
Planta," giving a view of a power station, and showing a number of 
instruments in position. Separate illustrations of the instruments 
are also given, including distance thermometers, draught gauge, 
CO, recorder, &c. 

New BRITISH ELECTRIC SUPPLY Co., LTD, Finsbury Court, 
Finsbury Pavement, E.C. 2.—An illustrated leaflet dealing with 
" Emool" totally-enclosed motors. Descriptions are also given in 
French and Spanish. 

THE LEA RECORDER Co., LTD., 28, Deansgate, Msnchester.— 
Booklet M2, Business in the Boiler House," by J. E. Lea, B.Sc., 
M. I. Mech. E. (12 pp.).—This publication contains copious notes on 
efficient steam production, boiler testing &c. A specimen boiler 
log sheet is enclosed. | 

MrSSRS. WARD & GOLDSTONE, LTD., Frederick Road. Pendleton, 
Manchester.— An illustrated leaflet dealing with the Reliable” 
transformer for use on bell and similar circuits, and also with the 
Securitas asbestos-lined fire preventer for attachment to 
flexible leads to retard the action of fire. 

THE VAUGHAN CRANE Co., LTD. Openshaw, Manchester.— 
Booklet No. 8 (39 pp.), a profusely illustrated list of Vaughan" 
oranes of various types, including both electric and hand-power 
oranes. 

THE BRITISH THOMSON-HOUSTON Co., LTD., Rugby.—Descrip- 
tive list No. 2420-B. (36 pp.).—A very detailed description of rotary 
converters manufactured by the B.T.H. Co., with a large number 
of illustrations and diagrams. 

THE BRITISH TuHoMsoN-HousTON Co., LTD. Mazda House, 77, 
Upper Thames Street, E.O. 4. Price list No. 10540-A, Semi- 

Indirect Lighting Fittings" (16 pp.).—A well-illustrated catalogue 


of bowl fittings of various types with views of offices and shops in 
which there fittings have been installed. 

THE EDISON Swan ELECTRIC Co., LTD., Ponder's End, Middle- 
sex.—List No. C C 201, illustrating and describing Ediswan house 
service cut-outs ; List No. W W 203, an illustrated booklet dealing 
with l.p. junction boxes, straight through and three-way, as well 
as terminal boxes. A circular letter announcing reductions in the 
price of Royal Ediswan vacuum and gasfilled lampe, enclosing 
a list showing old and new pricea. 

Lists of reduced prices have also been received from THE GENERAL 
ELECTR!C Co., LTD., 67, Queen Victoria S:reet, E.C. 4. 

Messrs. E. Brook, LTD., Empress Works. Huddersfield. List 
52.—A leaflet giving specification, ratings and prices of “ Brock " 
8.c. mine motors. 

Messrs. MARSHALL X PLUMTBEBE, LTD. 20, High Holborn, 
W.C.1.—4Àn illustrated and priced folder, describing a universal 
current limiter ford c or ac. circuits, 

THE LONDON FACTORS AND AGENTS, LTD., 39, Parliament Street, 
Westminster, S.W. 1.—A ciroular-letter giving the efficiency in 
. per o p. and lumens per watt of various types of incandescent 
ampe. 

THE OVERSEAS ENGINEERING Co., LTD., 163-5, Great Portland 
Street, W. 1.—List No. 66 (12 pp.) giving prices and particulars of 
“ National" d.c. motors and dynamos for many purposes. The list 
is fully illustrated, and includes fractional h.p. motors. Also an 
illustrated prioe list (No. 97) of "Overseas" electric irons, grills 
and toasters, and hot plates; and List No. 17 dealing with fiour 
mills and Overseas-Federal " ceiling fans. 


Lead.—Under date January 29th, MEssRs. G. CAWSON, 
AND Oo. report :—" Although the total turnover during the week 
has been fairly satisfactory, there is no improvement in price to 
record. The position as to supplies remains unchanged. There is 
very little lead coming forward, and unless Continental shipments 
become larger, supplies are likely to remain very restricted. As 
the German Exchange continues to improve. it cannot pay them to 
ship lead unless at higher prices. The partial destruction of the 
Port Pirie Smelting Works by fire is likely to retard Australian 
shipments for some considerab'e period, so that it is impossible to 
say at present when fresh Australian lead will reach this country. 
Meanwhile the demand from China and Japan is as insistent as 
ever, Our Government, however, still refuse to supply this demand 
from stock. The general trade demand remains rather poor, but 
electrical works continue to take lead in fair quantities, and are 
likely to do so. The outlook points to a steady market without 


much change in prices unless some fresh unforeseen development 


arises." 

Messrs, JAMES FORSTER & Co. in their report, state:—" The 
market hae not been particularly active, transactions amounting 
to about 4,000 tons, as against 3.000 last week. Consumers have 
been more in evidence, and sales have been made to them for the 
Spring months as well as for prompt. On the other hand, export 
business is very dull. The fire at Port Pirie, which we understand 
destroyed the Dwight roasting plant entirely, may indefinitely 
delay the resumption of supplies of Broken Hill lead. In fact, we 
understand that a quantity of pig lead has recently been sold for 
prompt shipment to Australia.” 


Decontrol of Coal.—The Government has decided to 
cancel on and from March Ist next, the Directions of the Board of 
Trade dated August 25th, 1920, as to pithead prices. This will 
sfford a month in which buyers and sellers can readjust their 
arrangements so far as these may be necessary. All allocations or 
directions to collieries to supply specified districts or consumers, 
whether made by instruction of the Government or by District 
Coal and Coke Supplies Committees, will be abolished from the 
above date, and inland consumers will be free to purchase supplies 
from any available source, and through any channel. They 
should, therefore, at once proceed to make any arrangements 
necessary to secure their supplies after March 1st. All questions 
as to price, quality, conditions of sale and delivery, &c., will be 
matters for arrangement directly between buyers and sellers. So 
far as coal for foreign bunkers and export is concerned, the 
position remains as shown in the official notifications published on 
December 28th, 1920, and January 10th, 1921. . 


Manufacture of Meters in Australia. With reference to 
our note of June 18th last, under the above heading, in which it 
was recorded that extreme difficulty was experienoed in securing 
supplies of electricity meters, and that it was proposed to commence 
their manufacture locally, we are informed from a reliable source 
that English manufacturers are now receiving a fair share of the 
orders for meters for Australia, and that their manufacture locally 
has not as yet commenoed. 


Receiverships.—W. A. & R. J. Jacoms, Lrp.—W, 
Bigland, of 171, New Bond Street, W. I, ceased to act as receiver 
on January 11th, 1921. A. E. Newman, of 171, New Bond Street, 
W.1, appointed receiver on January 13th, 1921, under powers 
contained in debenture dated July 29th, 1920. . 


Boxing Contest.—At the canteen of Messrs. Thwaites 
Bros., Ltd., electrical engineers, Bradford, a return boxing contest 
took place on January 26th, between the apprentices of that firm 
and those of the Phonix Dynamo Manufacturing Co. (English 
Electric Co.), Ltd., Bradford. Seven contests of four rounds each 
were engaged in, and provided enjoyable sport for the contestants 
and a large gathering of supporters. On the aggregate. the 
Thwaites Bros.’ fighters were the victors. Mr. Brown, of the 
Thwaites' Bros. trainers, gave an exhibition of ball punching, 
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Forthcoming Exhibitions.—The following exhibitions 


are being organised :— 
Birmingham.—WMarch 21st-May  21st.—National Trades and 
Iadustrial Exhibition. 
Jondon.— February 10th to 26th.--" Efficiency" Exhibition at 
Olympia. 
London and Birmingham,—February 21st to March 4th.— British 
Industries Fair. (rlasgow.—February 28th to March 11th. 
London.—March and October.—Society of Motor Manufacturers 
and Traders at Olympia. 
London. — April 1st to 30th.—Building Trades’ Exhibition at 
Olympia. 
London.—J une 8rd to 17th.—Rubber Trades’ Exhibition at Royal 
Agricultural Hall. 
. London, —July 4th to I5th.— London Fair and Market at Royal 
Agricultural Hall. 
London.—fBeptember 7th to 28th.—Shipping, Engineering and 
Machinery Exhibition at Olympia. 
London.—November 17th to 25th.-Public Works, Roads and 
Transport Exhibition. 
London. —1923.— British Empire Exhibition. 
Johannesburg. —March 9th to 16th.— Chemical, Metallurgical, and 
Mining Exhibition. 
British Dominions.—1921. — Dominions Touring Exhibition 
(South Africa, Australia, Canada and New Zealand). 
Basle.— May 28th to June 8th.—International Automobile Exhi- 
bition. 
Barcelona —April Ist to 10th. — International Samples Fair. 
` 9andoeng (Java).—September 19th to October 9th.—Netherlands 
East Indios Fair. 
5 une 15th to 30tTth.— International Samples Exhi- 
ion. 
Brussels —April 4th to 20th.—International Commercial Fair. 
‘rhont,— April 16th to June 14th.—International Exhibition of 
. chitecture, Building, and Kindred Industries. 
Iceland. June. World's Fair. 
Lin a.—June lst to October 3 1st.— International Industrial 
Exhibition. 
Peking.—March.—International Exhibition. 
330 wd i4 inis 8th.—Fair and Exhibition. 
yoxs, Maro 15th.— Metall , Engineering, Building, 
kc, Fair. See below. ind DUE ii 
Mezico.— ber.— Commercial and Industrial Fair. 
Milay.—April 19th to 27th.—International General Manu- 
facturers’ Fair. 
Utrecht.—September 6th to 16th.—International Fair. 
Buenos Aires.—1923,—International Exhibition. 
Rio de Janeiro,—1922.—International Centenary Exhibition. 


Exhibitions.—The Committee of the Lyons Fair, at its 
last meeting, decided to exclude both German and Rhine-provinoe 
exhibitors from the March exhibition. Arrangements have been 
made for a display of exhibits of electric heating and ventilating 


apparatus. 

An electrical fair is projected at Paris, from May 10th to 26th, 
in two halls on the Esplanade des Invalides. [Electric heating 
apparatus for the house and workshop will be ially catered for, 
alternating and continuous current being provided. i 


P.0. Telephone Cable Contract. —MEssRsS. JOHNSON 
AND PHILLIPS, LTD., of Charlton, have just received an order 
from the G.P.O, Engineering Department for a duplication of the 
London to Brighton trunk telephone cable laid by them in 1914. 


This cable consists of a y 55 miles of 104 pair 70-lb. 


dry core, lead-covered cable, and is an addition to a considerable | 


Mileage of trunk telephone cable which the firm have in hand for 
other sections of the G.P.O. telephone system. 


New Spanish Company.—La Sociedad Iberica de Con- 
&rucciones Electricas is the name of a new company which has 
lately been formed in Bilbao, with a capital of 20,000,000 pesetas. 


Au Industrial Relations Department.—Another example 
of the progrressiveness of the Commonwealth Edison Oo., Chicago, 
one of the largest central station companies in the world, is the 
establishment of an Industrial Relations Department. The com- 
pany has been investigating for some time a plan for employé 
representation, with the object of ensuring mutual understanding, 
fairness and y between the employés and the management. 
The result of this study has been the creation of an Industrial 
Relations Department. Oneof the general duties of the department 
will be to supervise in an impartial manner, as between the 
management and the employés, the development, introduction and 
operation of an employés’ representative plan. The manager of 
industrial relations will have the administrative responsibility for 
developing and carrying out a comprehensive personnel and 
employment policy in the company service, and for the manage- 
ment of the units of the company organisation performing 
functions of personnel administration. A special section of the 
department will be devoted to the welfare'of the women employés. 
— Electrical Review (Chicago). 

U.S.A. Wages.—A Oentral News New York dispatch 
appearing in the Daily Herald s&ys that the General Electric Co. 
at Schenectady has cut down the wages of its employés by 10 to 
15 per cent. 

E.P.D.—At the annual dinner of the Bath Chamber of 


Commerce, when the hampering effect of B. P. D. on trade was 


criticised, Oapt. Foxcroft, M.P. for Bath, explained that the 
Chanoellor of the Exchequer might be interested to know that in 
Spain the letters EKP. D. (En Paz Descansa) were inscribed upon 
tombstones, the Spanish equivalent of R.I.P.— Evening News. 


: Association, and the 


Book Notices.—‘ Welfare Work” (the Journal of the 
Welfare Workers! Institute). Vol. II, No. 1g. January, 1921.— 
This issue contains, among a number of interesting and useful 
articles on welfare work and kindred subjects, the general 
secretary's annual report. Miss Voysey, B.A., states that the 
Employment Bureau has developed rapidly, and the Information 
Bureau is kept busy by inquiries of all descriptions. The total 
membership of the Institute has reached 546. The necessity for 
facilities for training welfare workers is emphasised, and a report 
of the work done in this direction during the year is given. 
Evidence on the subject of the employment of women and young 
persons in industry was collected and laid before the Home 
Secretary's Committee dealing with the question. . 

British Standard Specification No. 136—1920, Interim B.S. 
Terms and Definitions for Use in Connection with Automatic Tele- 
phone Systems” (7 pp.). London: Orosby Lockwood & Bon. 
Price ls. net. Post free, 1s. 2d.—This list has been prepared in 
conjunction with ae G.P.O., the Telephone Manufacturers’ 

lay Automatic Telephone Co., Ltd. Where 
the nomenclature differs from that employed in America, the 
American term is given in parenthetes. Common abbreviations 
are also indicated. 

“The Mining Electrical Engineer," Vol.I, No. 4. January, 1921. 
(30 pp.) Price 1s. net.—This issue includes an illustrated article 
on " The Anderson Boyes Works and Producta," papers on elec- 
trical signals and telephones in mines, as well as reports of pro- 
ceedings at the branches of the Association. 

“ Interference of Power Circuits with Telephone Circuits " (8 pp.), 
“The Electrical Properties of Three-phase Transmission Lines" 
(16 pp.). and On a Theory of Fluid Friction and its Application 


to Hydraulics” (19 pp.). By E. Parry, B.Sc., M.Inst.C.E., M. I. E. E. 


Reprinted from the English Electric Journal. — In tbe first of these 
papers the engineer-in-chief of the English Electric Co., Ltd., gives 
curves and calculations of the effects of electrostatio and electro- 
magnetic induction on telephone lines. The second paper has been 
prepared " primarily for the use of departmental officers in design- 
ing transmission lines, with the object of eoonomising time and of 
standardising the method of calculation.” A number of valuable 
tables are appended, 

" Electrification of Railways." By H. F. Trewman. Pp. ix + 
76, 13 figs. London: Sir I. Pitman & Sons. Price 2s. 6d. net. 

“Journal of the American Institute of Electrical Engineers." 
Vol. ar No. 1. January, 1921. New York: The Institute. 
Price $1. 

" Proceedings of the South Wales Institute of Engineers." 
Vol. XXXXI, No. 2. Issued January 21st, 1921. Cardiff: The 
Institute. 108. 


Callender's Hospital Fund.—We have received a copy 
of the 18th annual report and statement of accounts of Oallender's 
Hospital and Distress Fund, which were approved at & meeting 
held at the Belvedere Works on January 29th. A record sum was 
reoeived in subscriptions during the year, and it was possible to 
inorease amounts given to the various hospitals and other institu- 
tions. A large number of hospital and nursing home letters were 
issued, surgical appliances were distributed in cases of necessity, 
and financial and other assistance was given. The weekly sub- 
scription realised £762, against £362 in the previous year, largely 
due to the higher rate (2d. per week instead of 1d.). 

The company gave a donation of £50, and several guineas apiece 
were subscribed by the direotors and others. The awards to 
hospitals and other institutions were £640, as against £3876 in the 
previous year. 

Fall in Lamp Prices.—We are pleased to see that the 
prices of the lamps sold by '' Association " firms are being substan- - 
tially reduced, several new price lists having been sent ua recently. 
The alteration took effect as from February 1st. The most notice- 
able feature is probably the decline in the prices of gaefilled lamps, 
the fall being as great as 28 per cent. in one ocase, that of the 
100-W size. 

The types affected are Royal Ediswan." Mazda,“ Britannia,“ 
[1] X cel." be Foster,” te Osram," t Cosmos," (73 Elasta Pope,” [1] Stearn,“ 
and Zz lamps. 


Birmingham and Midland Institute Exhibition.—At - 
this exhibition, held from January 11th to 14th, the EDISON Swan 
ELECTRIC Co, displayed an extensive range of X-ray giri 
including their X-ray couch ard complete equipment and other 
electro-medical apparatus, all of which was described in our issue of 
January 14th (p. 40). 


Stoker Orders.—Amongst the more important of the 
UNDERFEED STOKER Oo.’s recent sales, are the following to 
electrio power stations:—Travelling grate stokers.—Manchester 
(4), Bradford (12), Melbourne (2), Falkirk (1), Midland Power Co. 
(3); various industrial concerns (21). Underfeed stokers, industrial 
concerns (17). Ash conveyors are being supplied to the Lancashire 
and Yorkshire Railway aud other companies ; and air heaters to the 
Northampton Electric Light Co. 


Copper and Lead Prices.—Mxssns. F. Surrñn & Co. 
report, February Ist :—Electrolytic copper bars, 3 77, £3 decrease; 
ditto sheets, no change; ditto wire rods, £93, 43 decrease ; ditto 
h.c. wire, llíd., yẹ decrease ; silicium bronze wire, 18. 7$d., id. 
decrease. 

Messrs, JAMES & SHAKESPEARE report, February 2nd :—Copper 
bars (best selected), sheets and rods, no change. English pig lead, 
£24 10s, ; 108. decrease on last week's quotation. 


Sale.—At the Georgetown Factory disposal sale, con- 
oluded on Wednesday, last week, four 400-h.p. eleotric motors for 
submarines realised £400 each. 
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“British Industries Fair (Birmingham), 1921.— This 
Fair, which is to ba Meld at Castle Bromwich from February 21at 
to March 4th, shows every sign of being an even greater success 
than that of last year. Large numbers of inquiries are being 
received from Colonial and foreign buyers, and all indications go 
to show that the Fair will be well patronised from abroad. The 
exhibits themselves will be more comprehensive and far more 
representative of the various trades allotted to the section of the 
Fair than was the case in 1920, The Duke of York will be present 
un March lst. The visit of a number of official foreign com- 

mercial missions invited to this country as! guests of the Govern- 
ment, coincides with the date of the Fair, to which a visit will be 
paid.on March 2nd. These missions represent about 16 foreign 
countries, and will be—while in Birmingham—the guests of the 
Council of the Fair. Intending visitors are recommended to make 
immediate application with regard to hotel accommodation, to the 
General Manager, 95, New Street, Birmingham. 


. Social. —T he Southport Tramway and Vehicle Workers 
held a successful concert in the Tramway Workers’ Hall, on 
January 27th, Mr. Lawrence presiding. The programme was a 
capital one, and much enjoyed. Additional pleasure was added to 
the evening's proceedings by the serving of refreshments kindly 
provided by Mr. H. Marshall. 


For Sale.—By order of the Disposal Board, Ministry of 
Munitions, Messrs, EADON & LocKwooD will offer by auction, on 
March 8th and following days, at H.M. Factory, Langwith, Derby- 
shire, valuable chemical and electric power plant, engineers’ 
tools, electrical and other stores, including 1,000 and 1,500-h p. 
vertical gas engines. The Disposal Board, Ministry of Munitions, 
is inviting public tenders for a 675-h.p. steam-driven electric 
generating plant lying at Ellesmere Port, Chester; and a. semi- 
Diesel electric generating plant, lying at Chattis Hill Aerodrome, 
near Stockbridge, Hants. For particulars, see our advertisement 
pages to-day. 

New French Companies.— The Etablissements Galopin 
et Cie. have been formed into a company, under the style of 
Société Nationale d'Entreprises Electrique, with a capital of 
1,000,000 fr., and offices at 126, Rue de Province, Paris. 

With a capital of 3,500,000 fr., the Etablissements Dieny et 
Lucas, have been constituted a company at Paris (Rue Tait bout, 50). 

R. Despessailles, R. Labanowski et Cie. is the style of a company 
constituted at Paris (3, Rue Lenbonnet) for the importation and 
exportation of electrical material and specialities of all kinds. The 
capital is 150,C00 fr. 

The Société Francaise des Machines Marelli is a newly con- 
stituted branch of the Milan firm of Ercole Marelli, formed with 
a capital of 1,000,000 fr., to manufactare in France the specialities 
of the Italian firm in motors, dynamos, transformers, alternators, 
electric ventilators, centrifugal pumps, Kc. Its offices are at 
56, Boulevard Voltaire, Paris. 

With the title of the Société Hydroélectrique " La Valentinoise," 
has been formed at Paris (Rue de Vienne, 5) a company with a 
capital of 1,000,000 fr., in 1,00) fr. shares, of which 250 are appor- 
tioned to MM. Saint Paul and Pellegrin, and 175 to Marshal Foch, 
G. Foch, and Mile. J. Foch, as consideration for their assets. 

There has been established at Paris (94, Rue de la Victoire) the 
Société de Production et d'Exportation d Siderurgiques," for the 
purpose of carrying out undertakings associated with the mining 
and the ironfoundry businesses, and the manufacture of electro- 
mechanical and other apparatus. Its capital is 200,000 fr. 

There has been formed at Paris (10, Rue Mogader), the Société 
d'Electricité de la Région de Dunkerque, with a capital of 
5,000,000 fr. in 500 fr. shares, of which 4,000 are allocated to the 
Compagnie Générale pour l'Eolairage et le Chauffage par le Gaz 
de Bruxelles as consideration for its assets. A strong French and 
Belgian board of management has been appointed, 

At Saint Chamond (Loire), J. B. Perrin, Gargaire et Cie., have 
been constituted a company, with a capital of 140,000 fr., to carry 
out electric installations. 

There has been formed at Paris, under the designation of the 
Appareillages Electriques Peerless, a company with 250,000 fr. 
capital, to undertake electric installations and the sale of ‘electric 
1 and accessories. Its offices are at 29, Rue de Mont 

nig. fil 

With a capital of 2,500,000 fr. the Société Anonyme des Etab- 
lissements Guinier has been registered a company at Paris (38, Rue 
de Trévise). 

The Société des Forces Motrices de l'Ariège has been established 
at Paris (5, Rue Blanche), to develop the water power of the river 
Ariége in every possible way for the generation of electricity. Its 
capital is 12,000,000 fr. 


Calendar.— Messes. CHARLES CHURCHILL & Co., LTD., 
of 9-15, Leonard Street, London, E.C. 2, have sent us a wall 
calendar with a block of daily date slips below a picture repre- 
senting a works interior wherein machine-tool equipment and 
contented labour secure production, the secret of prosperity.” 


Workshops Avallable.—A correspondent has room avail- 
able at his works in Patney—shops of 147, 275, and 500 sq. ft. 
—for the manufacture of electrical appliances, such &s meters 
with eleotric power, and would supervise the work if . or 
let the apace. Inquiries sent to us will be forwarded. 


Norwegian Cables for Russia!—It is md Fron | 
local firm of agents, acting on behalf of 


Drammen, Norway, that a 
the Soviet Government, is in negotiation with the Norsk Katel- 
fabrik in relation to the suggested delivery of a 533 
quantity of telephone cable to Russia, ME 
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LIGHTING AND — NOTES, 


Barrow.—ELEcTRICITY SCHEMES. — The provision of 
electricity at Barrow is being debated by the Electricity Com. 
mittee, which has already considered the suggestion to obtain 
power from the river Leven at Baskbarrow, and also a proposal to 
make overtures to Messrs. Vickers, Ltd., for any surplus electricity 
from their new power station at Buccleuch Dock. The former scheme. 
is estimated to cost £90,000. A third scheme has now been pro- 
posed to harness the tides at Walney Island, by which it is estimated 
a supply of electricity could ba generated sufficient to supply 
Barrow and the whole area between Lancaster and South Cumber- 
land. The main factor, however, is one of cost, which would be 
heavy. A report is baing prepared, and this will come before the 
Committee. 


Bedford.—Loan.—The Town Council has applied for 
sanction to & loan of £1,600 for transformers, switchgear, &o., for 
extended supplies to the works of Messrs, J. & F. Howard, Ltd., and 
a sub-station is to be provided for the Queen's Park district, at 
a cost of £720. 


Birkenhead.—LoAN.—The Town Council has decided to 
create the necessary stock for raising the sum of nearly £1,000,000, 
of which £28,600 is expenditure authorised by the Electricity 
Commissioners for the purpose of the electricity undertakings. 


Blackpool.—- Housk-WIRNG.— The Corporation Housing 
Committee took no action with regard to a request from the 
Electrical Contractors’ Association. London, that in connection 
with the work of wiring the Corpor.t:on houses for electric light 
only tenders from members of the ation should ha oz»8idered 
The tenders have been let ic the E.ackpool Electrical Association. 


Bolton.— Loan SawcrroNED.— Tue Electricity Commi- 
sioners have sanctioned the borrowirn, y the Town Council of the 
sum of £50,000 for mains and x5Cc.U69 for sub-stations on oon- 
sumers' premises. 

PROGRESS Or ExtTensions.—In a report on the progresa of 
extensions at the Backe -th’-Bauk statione the electrical engineer 
states that the 6,000-kW turhe-alternator is in course of erection. The 
enyrine-room for the first 12,000-kW set is well in hand, and a large 
part of the boiler-house steelwork is erected. The materiai 107 
the four boilers in connection with tnie set is practicaliy el ready 
on the site or completed at the makers works, The 12,000 'EW turbo- 
alteraator is expected to be erected and ready for load in August. 
It is estimated that the total plant capacity will be 34,000 kW hy 
next winter, including stand-by plant. The maximum load is 
estimated at 18,000 kW. The total cost of the extensions is given 
as £831,380, and expenditure to the date of the report amounted to 
£154,766. 


Cassop.— PUBLIC 1.:GgriNG.—The Council has accepted 
the offer of Messrs. Bell Bros, Ltd., of Bowburn Colliery, to. erect 
poles, lamps, &c., for public lighting ‘and supply electricity at £5 per 
lamp per annum. 


Colchester.—P&oPosED. PRICE. INcREASE.—The Town 
Council has applied for an order to increase the price of electricity 
to Is. per unit, with a quarterly payment of 16s. for any quantity 
up to 15 units for the winter quarters, and 10e. for any quantity 
up to 10 units for the summer quarters. 


Continental. —F RANCE.—Àn official inquiry is being 
held into a scheme for establishing a high-pressure network for the 
distribution of energy from the waterfalls in the Tarentaise, 
Albertville and Beauges valleys, in the Lyons and Stephan districte. 
Two main lines are contemplated, which, with their.. several 
branches, will serve some 42 towns. 

The Société des Forces Motricea de la Vienne is abont to: start 
working the station which has been in course of construction 
sinoe 1917 at the Ile Jourdain, designed to supply at 60,000 volta 
on the various centres of the departments of Charente, Charente 
Inférieure and Deux Sévres. The station only forms a part of the 
company's programme, which includes the erection of two other 
stations, one at Chardes, of 6 000 h.p., and the other at Joussand, 
of 9,000 h.p. capacity. 

BELGIUM.—The municipal adihorties of Ostend have takeh over 
the concession for the electric lighting of Mariakerke from the 
Compagnie du Tramway Electrique d'Ostende-Littoral (in liquida- 
tion), and also the whole of the company's installation. 

CZECHO-SLovAKIA.— The Moravian Provincial Committee haa 
decided to carry out a scheme for establishing a large power station 
on the River Thaya. which will generate 80,000,000 kWh per 
annum, The financing of the scheme, which will take several 


years to carry through, is now assured, a Swiss banking ‘group 


having promised its assistance. — Economie Review. 


Ealing.—Loay.—The Town Council is applying for 
sanction to a loan of £30,000 to cover the following items: of 
capital expenditure for the ensuing three yeara:—H.p. feeders, 
£12,500; lp. distributors, £7,000; MODI; Acus metera, 
£5,000 ; and transformers, £2, 500. 


Fermoy. —ELECTRIO LIGHTING PROPOSED. —Oming: to 


the excessive cost of gas—12s. 6d. per thousand cb. ft.—the Urhan 


Council is to institute inquiries. regarding an electricity. ME Ld 


the town. DE 
Hebden Bridge.— Loax.—The  Coüncil NUM seeking 


sanction to the borrowing of £5,000 for the provision of: ‘additionfad 
mains and meters-. e o 
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Kiniisteir-on-Thames.— Loan SANCTIONED.—The Town 
Council has received sanction to a loan of £14,230 for electricity 
purposes, and a further loan of £19,750 to meet excess expenditure 
on plant extensions has been applied for. a 


Lancaster.— PROPOSED ExrENSTONS.— In order to cope 
with the greatly inoreased demand for electricity, the electrical 
engineer has been instructed to prepare a report on the plant and 
suggestions for its extension, Inquiries are also to be made as to 
the possibility of obtaining a supply from the National Projectile 

Leeds.—STREET Licutinc.—The Street Lighting Com- 
mittee has decided that commencing' September 30th next, three- 
quarters of the total number of the public lamps in the city shall 
be lighted. This will be equivalent to the lighting in pre-war 
days. Any special cases, where extra light is required, will be 
dealt with as deemed necessary. | | 


London.—Sr&PxEY.—Under the general conditions of 


supply, "restricted" supplies have hitherto been given by 
separately-metered circuits provided with a time switch cutting off 
supplies between sunset and 7 p.m. from Monday to Friday during 
six winter months. Many premises, therefore, have double circuits, 
and the Electricity Supply Committee reports that it has discovered 
oases of consumers who have endeavoured to connect their supply 
to obtain electricity at the reduced restricted rate during the 
reit of the day. On this account it is recommended that the 
restricted” supplies should be confined to certain classes of con- 
sumórs, such as places of worship, shop exterior lighting, &c. 

A scheme of extensions has been drawn up by the borough 
electrical engineer, which it is proposed to proceed with in three 
parte. The first instalment will cost £281,160; the second, 
£128,480 ; and the third, £82,500; making a total of £492,140. 
The Finance Committee recommends application to the Electricity 
Commissioners for sanction to a loan to cover the cost of the first 
part of the scheme. 

HAMMERSMITH.— With regard to the Council's application for 
sanction toa loan of £21,693 for electricity purposes, the Elec- 
tricity Commissioners have consented to the borrowing of £16,635. 
An item of £305 is to be charged to revenue, while items of 
3500 for a sub-station site, and £100 for buildings have also been 
omitted, the first pending the settlement of negotiations, and the 
second because the Commissioners consider the amount should be 
onarpen against the amount of £900, sanctioned for the linking-up 

eme. 

Br. PANCRAS.—Reporting to the Borough Council on the 
subjeot of supplying electricity to rooms in tenement houses, the 
Electricity Committee states that the chief electrical engineer, in 
accordance with instructions, has submitted three schemes for the 
extension of the public street lighting by electricity in different 
districts of the borough, and at the same time to provide small 


dwellings with electricity in acoordance with the Council's scheme. 


Unfortunately these schemes do not provide for much labour, the 
greater proportion of the cost being for materials. The Committee 
has, however, adjourned the consideration of the matter in order 
that a canvass may be made of the districts to ascertain the 
extent of the demand for electricity for household lighting, parti- 
cularly concentrating on those streets where mains are already laid 
or are in the immediate neighbourhood. The Council's scheme at 
the present time provides only for small dwellings, and is based 
upon six lights being used, whereas a large proportion of the 
streets now under oonsideration are composed of tenement houses 
in which each family occupies two or three rooms. 


Monasterevan (Co. Kildare).—SaLe or Puant.—Mr. T. 
Tynan, merchant, Ballybrittas, has purchased the plant of the 
Monasterevan Electric Light Co. for £1,500. 


Morecambe.— House LiamHTING.—The Corporation has 
sanctioned the expenditure of £3,00) upon the laying of new mains 
to supply electricity to the houses in course of erection under the 
borough housing scheme. 


New Zealand.—W ArROA- DEv&LOPMENT.—H.M. Trade 
Commissioner in New Zealand reports to the Department of 
Overseas Trade that the ratepayers of the Wairoa district have 
approved the proposal of the Wairoa Electric Power Board to 
borrow the sum of £100,000 for the purpose of erecting main 
electric transmission and feeder lines between Waikaremoana and 
the Borough of Wairoa, including sub-stations and equipment 
(£35,000) ; erecting subsidiary transmission lines, feeders, and sub- 
stations from the main transmission line to outlying districts in 
Wairoa County (460,000), and purchase of electric motors, 
machinery, fittings, &c. (£5,000). | AN 


Salford.—Issuz or Srock.— The Town Council, at a 
apecial meeting, has decided to create stock for the raising of 
£750,000, £100,000 of which is for electricity purposes. . 


Sonthend.—PRoPosED ExTENSIONS.—At the Electricity 
and Light Railways Committee, the electrical engineer submitted a 
short report upon the question of the extensions of plant which 
he had advised should be carried out in order to be available 
by the summer of 1925, by which time he estimated that the load 
would be approximately 6,960 kW (the existing plant capacity, 
including the six new Diesels now in course of erection, being 
5.960 kW), but that allowing for stand-by plant of 1,340 kW. the 
plant available at maximum load would only amount to 4,620 kW, 
which, in his opinion, would only be sufficient for the summer 
load of 1922. He reported that to provide for the summer of 1925, 
8,200 kW, including stand-by plant, would be required, an addition 
of 2,210 kW to the plant now in course of erection, either by the 
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purchase of four 540-kW Diesel sets, or the installation of onc 
9.000-kW or three 750-kW steam generators in the main station. 
with the necessary extension of the boiler-house plant, in order to 
raise its capacity to 120,000 lb. steam per hour. A special meeting 
of the Committee was to be held to consider the scheme. together 
with a scheme for the provision of turbo-alternators presented to 
the Committee in November last, the estimated cost being 
£300,000. 


Stoke-on-Trent.— EXTENSIONS AND Finance. — The 
Electricity Committee having recommended the borrowing of 
£200,000 for extensions, which the Finance Committee suggested 
&hould be deferred until after the end of the present financial year, 
owing to the serious financial position of the Council, the matter 
was discussed at a meeting of the Town Council. Jt was pointed 
out for the Electricity Committee that with the existing plant, the 
requirements of the district could not be adequately catered for 
beyond 1922, and that if the borrowing of the amount named 
were deferred, the responsibility for failure to meet the demand 
would be with the Council and not with the Committee. After 
discussion, it was decided to refer back the Finance Committees. 
proposal, and the matter is to come up again for consideration by a 
joint committee of the Finance Corhmittce, and other committees 
concerned, 

Todmorden.— Loan NaxcTioneD.—The E.ectricity Com- 
missioners have given permission to the Corporation to borrow 
£31,000 for plant and mains in connection with a bulk supply from 
the Yorkshire Electric Power Co. 


Wareham.—SPECIAL ORDER.— The Wareham Electric 
Supply Co., Ltd., is applying to the Electricity Commissioners 
for a special order authorising the company to distribute electrical 
energy for public and private purpotes within the Borough of. 
Wareham, and parts of the parishes of Arne and Wareham St. 
Martin. 

Wrexham.—LoaN.—The Town Council is seeking the 
permission of the Electricity Commissioners to borrow £20,176 for 
mains extensions, Ko., including the provision of cables to the new 
houres at Acton Park, 


-——————— 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Burnley.— FARE IxcREASE.— The Council has approved 
of a proposal of the Tramways Committee to raise the fares on the 
long distance journeys, with & view to reducing the anticipated 
deficit on the years working. The Council has received an 
interim order from the Ministry of Transport sanctioning the 
increage. 

Chester.— CONDITION or TRACK.— t was reported at the 
meeting of the Town Council that to put the tramway track in 
order would entail an expenditure of £10,000, and that some cther 
method of conveyance, such as railless trolley cars or motors, was 
the only alternative. Tenders are to be invited from firms for 
running a motor-’bus service. 


Continental. —Norway.— Informat ion has been received 
in the Department of Overseas Trade that the Norwegian Govern- 
ment has granted a concession to A/S Akersbanerne to construct an 
electric railway from Majors tuen thr uzh Taasen to Sogrsvandet, 
and from Taasen to Segene, a suburb of Christianis. Preliminary 
work in connection with the levelling of the route is to be put in 
hand immediately. This will not, however, be concluded until next 
autumn, and invitations to tender will not be issued until the erd 
of the year. Opportunity will then arise for British firms to submit 
tenders. It is estimated that the rails will be required at the end 
of 1922, and the cars in the autumn of the same year. 

A/S Akersbanerne recently applied to the Norwegian Govern- 
ment for a further concession in respect of a prospective line from 
the centre of Christiania to Ostensjo, a distance of about 8 km. 
In the event of the concessions being granted, both lines will be 
built simultancously, and further material will be required. 

SPAIN.— The contract for the supply and erection of the installa- 
tions in connection with the electrification of the Pajares inclire 
on the Norte Railway between Gijon and Leon has been awarded to 
the Compagnie Francaise Thomaon-Houston, of Paris, together 
with the General Electrio Co., of New York. These two com- 
panies, in agreement with the Caminos de Hisrro del Norte, are 
expected to obtain from Spanish industries as much of the 
material needed as porsible. The railway company, moreover, is 
to contract, if possible, for the supply of power by the companies 
of the Pajares region, in order to di-pense with the steam power 
station proposed by the French company, or at least to simplify it 
and use it only as & reserve in case of interruption in the supply 
of power from the hydro-electric establishments.—euter's Trade 
Service (Madrid). 

Dewsbury.— REPORT ON [MPROVEMENTS.—The Tram- 
ways Committee is to make a report tothe Town Council as to 
possibilities and costs of alterations with a view to doing away with 
the present congestion of tramway termini in the centre of the 
town. 

Durham County.— TRANSPORT ScHEME.—At a special 
meeting of the County Council on January 26th, it was formally 
decided to proceed with the promotion of the Parliamentary Bill 
permitting the Council to inaugurate a large transport scheme. 
A great deal of opposition to the scheme had been put forward by 
local authorities in the area, as well as by business men wh, 
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. consider the project will merely be a further burden to the rate- 
payers. Owing to the consent of local authorities to the oon- 
struction of certain tramways being withheld, it is probable that 
the Examiner will refuse to permit the inolusion of these pro- 
visions in the Bill. Ifthey are dropped, the cost of the proposals 
will be lessened by about £200,000. 


Halifax, —ANEMOMETER STATIONS.—Following upon the 
reports of Government inspectors on the recent blowing over of 
two tramcars on the high and exposed section of the tramway 
route at Queensbury, the Tramways Committee is making inquiries 
as to the cost of installing an anemometer station on one or more 
of the exposed routes of the town, to record the maximum wind 
velocities in the neighbourhood. A decision, in the meantime. that no 
double-deck cars shall be run on the Queensbury and other similarly 
exposed routes, has called forth a protest from the Queensbury 
District Council, which suggests that covered cars should be used 
when weather permits, and advocates the provision of a loop to 
the single line at a point less exposed than Stocks Gate, where the 
cars were blown over whilst standing. For the present, however, 
the Oommittee is adhering to ita decision as to covered cars. 

DISTRIBUTION OF MATERIALS.— With a view to effecting 
economy and obtaining speedy delivery, the Tramways Committee 
has recommended the Municipal Tramways Association to purchase 
a bulk supply of rails for distribution amongst the authorities 
requiring them. 

Loss IN WoRKING.—A financial statement for the nine months 
ending December 31st, 1920, shows that the Corporation tramways 
have been run at a loss of £5,959, as against a profit of £1,918 
during the corresponding period of 1919. 


Ipswich. — Evecreic Veutcurs.— The Ministry of 
Health, on January 25th, inquired into the circumstances in which 
the Corporation is seeking sanction to a loan of £2,951 for the 
purchase of electric dust-collecting vehicles. In his evidence the 
borough surveyor said the present weekly cost of the horsed 
vehicles was £6 11s. for cart, horse, and man. The amount of refuse 
collected by each vehicle averaged just over seven tons per week, and 
the cost of collection was 188. 3d. per ton. With the electric 
vehicles 85 tons of refuse could be collected per week, at a cost of 


£48 9s. 3d., or 11s. 4d. per ton. The annual saving was estimated 
at 8 1,50). 


Leeds.—PRoPos&D IN OREABED FARES.— The Corpora- 
tion is seeking powers to advance the tramway fares from Id. to 
14d. per mile. Workmen's tickets will be abolished. The altera- 
tions are rendered necessary by the continued daily loss ; for the 
nine months ending December 29th there was a deficit of £30,495, 
averaging £111 per day ; latterly the position has improved a good 
deal, but the loss is still about £50 per day. 


Liverpool. Express Tramway TRACK.— The Tramways 
Committee, after reconsidering the scheme for the express tramway 
along Princes Road, which had been referred back by the City 
Council, confirmed its previous decision. The Council will, there- 
fore, be recommended to Jay the Princes Road tramway track 
on sleepers, at an estimated expenditure of £24,057, which is 
£2,800 leas than would be incurred by laying the present track 
with setts. 


London.— REPORT ON COLLISION.—Major G. L. Hall, 
R.E., has submitted a report to the Ministry of Transport on the 
collision which occurred between an electric train and a steam 
train near Waterloo Station on November 26th last. The collision 
was only a slight one, the damage was small, and no personal 
injuries were sustained. From tbe evidence given it would appear 
that the responsibility for the accident rests with the driver of 
the steam locomotive, who either failed to observe the correct 
signals, or took those of another line to be his own. Major Hall 
concludes his report by saying that The case is a typical example 
of an accident which would have been prevented by a system of 
automatic train control, and, as such, has been brought to the 
notice of the Committee.” 

A New “Tuse” DEVICE.—The Underground Companies have 
installed an Automatic Stentorphone" at Oxford Circus Station. 
This device is a kind of gramophone which directs passengers 
ascending or descending by means of the escalator to keep moving, 
instead of standing in one position. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—LoAN.—At a meeting of the City 
Council on January 26th, the town clerk was instructed to make 
application to the Minister of Transport for sanction to borrow the 
following sums :—£42,740 for excess expenditure on the Benton 
tramways, and £16,000 for doubling a portion of the Longbenton 
track. Mr. G. G. Elliott, in moving the instruction, stated that 
the only alternatives to a loan were payment out of revenue, or 
out of the tramways reserve, neither of which was practicable. 


Southport.—SToPPAGE OF TraFric.—Traffic was held 
up for some time on the electric railway between Liverpool and 
Southport, on January 27th, as the result of the derailment of two 
wagons. Whilst the obstruction was being cleared, steam trains 
were run from Liverpool to Bookhall, and in this way, passengers 
were able to proceed to Southport and intermediate stations. 


Warrludton,—ExTENSION.—At its February meeting the 
Warrington Town Council will be asked to acoept tenders for the 
linking up of the Stockton Heath and Cemetery tramway routes. 
The greater part of the track was laid some years ago, and to effect 
the improvement in the tramway services all that is required is 
the laying of a curve extension, and the erection of the overhead 
equipment, 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


France. — WIRELESS COMMUNICATION WITH BULGARIA. 
—Wireless communication between Bulgaria and France has been 
established for private and Press oorrespondence. The fees are 
the same as those levied on ordinary lines, the messages bearing 
the words "non taxée: voie T.S.F.” In case of overburdening or 
interruption of the wireless route, the offices concerned reserve the 
right of making use of the ordinary telegraph lines. 


Italy.—SrTRIKE.—The postal and telegraph employés at 
Rome ceased work on January 27th. 


Montevideo New Telephonic System.—The only. tender 
received for the construction of a telephonic system in Montevideo 
was that of the International Eastern Electric Co., Ino., which 
offers to oonstruct the underground telephonic system, together 
with the necessary works, offices, &o., for a maximum price of 
6,943,500 pesos, and a minimum price of 6,647,000 pesos, according 
to the variations which it might be necessary to introduce in the 
course of the work. The initial lines would provide for a service 
to 16,600 subscribers, while extensions are in view providing for 
46,500 subscribers and a connection with the telephone system of 
Buenos Aires.—Reuter's Trade Service (Montevideo). 


New Telephone Exchanges.—A scheme which will take 


about 20 years to complete, proposes the equipment of 60 additional: 


telephone exohanges in the London area. According to the 
Evening News the 30,000-line Tower exohange in Great Tower 
Street is nearing completion,and will probably be the first to be 
placed in operation. A temporary exchange, which is being oon- 
structed to relieve the congestion, will be out of the architects’ 
hands this month. The Stratford exchange will be finished so far 
asthe builders are concerned, in April, when its equipment will 
begin. The Holborn exchange, near Chancery Lane, is in an 
early stage of construction, but a temporary exchange near by will 
be in commission in a few months’ time, The Berkeley exchange 
will relieve the pressure on Mayfair; it is being equipped, and 
sites have been selected for 13 other exchanges, including the 
Strand, Sloane, Golder's Green. Langham or Marylebone, Battersea, 
aud Woolwich. The Strand exchange will deal with 30,000 lines, 
and will be situated near Covent Garden; a temporary Langham 
exchange is being erected on top of the Western District Post 
Office, and another is to be built in Queen's Road, Hendon, whilst 
a 30,000-line exchange is to be in installed in Wood Strest, 
Cheapside, 

A new automatic exchange is to b» established at Blackfriars, 
and if successful it will be widely extended. 

Last week the telephone services of Milnsbridge, near Hudders- 
field, were transferred from the old exchange in Armitage Road to 
the new building in George Street. This exchange should have 
been in operation long ago, but the work was held up by the war. 


Norway.—PHOTO-TELEGRAPHY. — The newspapers at 
Christiania recently published detailed accounts of a demonstration, 
given at Sandefjord, of an improvement in telegraphy invented by 
M. Hermod Petersen, chief manager of the Radio Department of 
the Telegraph Service. According to The Times, the invention 
consists of a new system based on alternating current, instead of 
the d.c. system hitherto used. One of the many benefits which this 
invention is expected to bring is a big reduction in the number of 
operators needed, It is estimated that work which now requires 
117 of the best operators in Norway could be done by 16. Thenew 
system eliminates errors, and reproduces with photographic 
accuracy, at practically unlimited distances, all sorts of hand- 
writing, type, drawings and photographs. 

Ships’ Wireless, — New | ExERGENOY Device. — The 
Marconi Co. has prolucel & compact emergenoy wireless set with 
& transmitting radius of 50 miles which it is proposed to install on 
motor driven lifeboats. The set has been designed to work under 
rough-weather conditions and to remain reliable even if left 
inactive for a long period. The necessary operating aijastments 
have been reduced to a minimum, and the electrical and mechanical 
details have been made as simple as possible; the aerial is 
supported on two masts. The White Star Co. has ordered one of 
the newly-equipped motor-doats for the Olympic, and the Union 
Castle Co. is to install one on the Arundel Castle.— Evening News. 


Wireless Telegraphy. — RAILWAY CoMMONICATION.— 
Experiments with wireless te'egraphy as an auxiliary means of 
communication on railways have been conducted by the Marconi 
Co. between Euston and Crewe, and as soon as the Post Office 
grants a licenoe, apparatus will be submitted to the London and 


North-Western Railway Co. for the purpose of making extended 


trials under commercial conditions. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The date given in parentheses at the end of the paragraph indicates 


the issue of the ELECTRICAL. REVIEW in which the " Official - 


Notice” appeared.) | 


OPEN. 


Aberdeen. February 21st. Corporation Waterworks 
Department. Electrically-driven pumping machinery. Specifica- 
tions, £5 (returnable), from Water Engineer's Office, 413, Union 
Street, Aberdeen. 

Febraary 21st. Electricity Department. Temporary and 


permanent coal conveyors and shoots in connection with the 


reconstruction of the boiler house at Ferryhill, (January 21st.) 


— — o p 
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Australla.— MELBOURNE.— March 2nd and 9th. Vic- 
torian Railways. Reactances and condensers (for power signalling), 
electric crabs and equipment for cranes." 

ADELAIDE.— February 23rd. P. M. G. e Department. Electric 
lamps, as per Schedule 561. (January 21st.) 

SYDNEY.—March 21st. P. M. G. a Department. Telephone and 
telegraph apparatus, testing instruments and switchboard perta, 
Schedule 814. (January 28th.) 


PERTH, W.A.—March 29th. P.M.G.'s Department. Telegraph 
accumulators, Schedule 333. (January 21st.)* 

April 5th. P. M. G. se Department.  Aocumulators, &c, for 
Eucla, W.A. (January 28th.) 

. 30th. P. M. G. e Department. Switchboard 
apparatus and parta. 

Batley. — Co-operative Society. Electric lighting of 
Clerk Green store. Specifications from Seoretary. 


Belfast, — February 26th. Tramways Committee. 
—Tramway stores, including electrical accessories, cable, lamps, 
carbon brushes, &o. (January 28th.) 


France.—Pakis.—February 17th. The supply and in- 
stallation of a multiple commutator table at the Central Telephonic 
Bureau in the Boulevard Raspail. Particulars from the Direotion 
de l'Hxploitation Téléphonique, 4e Bureau, 103, Rue de Grenelle, 
Paris. 


Great Yarmonth.—February 11th. Electricity Depart- 
meat. Supply and erection of h.p. switchgear. (January 2 let.) 


Leicester. — February 19th. Electricity Department. 
Two 10,000-kW, 3-phase turbo-generators, with oondensing p’ant ; 
also screens for straining condensing water. (See this issue.) 


Leadon, — BATTERSEA. — February 9th. Electricity 
I partment. Kh. p. and d.c. switchgear for two 450-kW converters. 
(January 28th.) 


Manchester.— February 14th. — Electricity Department. 
33.000-V trunk feeder, pilot and telephone cables. (January 21st.) 

February 15th. Tramways Committee. Tramway stores, in- 
"ling meters, cable, lamps, bells, insulators, &c. (January 28th.) 


Middlesbrough.— February 9th.. Corporation. Double 
lineof tramways from Albert Road to Linthorpe Road. Particulars 
from Mr, 8. E. Burgess, Borough Engineer, Municipal Buildings. 


New Zealand. — WELLINGTON. — March Ist. Public 
Works Tender Board. Seven 4,000-kVA single-phase transformers, 
with accessories, for Lake Coleridge electric power scheme.” 

March ‘5th. Government Railway Department. Two overhead 
travelling cranes." 


Salford. — February 14th. 
Twelve months’ supply of miscellaneous stores. 
General Manager, 32, 5. Blackfriars Street. 


South Africa. — PRETORIA.—March 10th. Municipal 

Council. One 20-ton overhead crane, six boilers (350-lb. working 

pressure), three 8,000-kW steam turbo-generators with condensing 

pans blaut, five 750-kW converters. Farther particulars oan be obtained 

Mr. T. 0. Wolley-Dod, general manager, electric lighting 

t. Specifications (five guineas) from the town clerk. 

February 16th. One 1,000-kW rotary converter with trans- 

formers and switchgear.’ 


Swinton-Pendlebury.—Urban District Council. Elec- 


trio lighting of houses on Temple Lodge estate. Speoifloatic ns 
from J. Knight, architect, 5, Croas Street, Manchester. 


ruguay.—MosTE ViDEo.—March 29th. State Power 
ioan Single and three-phase meters. 
February 21st. State Power House. Electrical accessories, in- 
cluding plug fuses, branching blocks, cut-outs, keys and witches. 
A copy of the specification, &o., can be consulted at the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 85, Old Queen Street, S. W. I. 


Tramways Committee. 
Particulars from 


CLOSED. 
Australia.—Telephone material for the various States 


for the P. M. d. 's Department :— 
8,840 magneto wall telephones, £86,046 ; 940 do. table do., £4,488; 150 c.b. 

wall do., £1,461; 50 o. b. table do., £286 ; 100 automa line do., 
£988 ; 93 Stromberg. -Oarlson portable do., £90.—L. P. R. 

10,886 automatic wall telephones, £42,682 ; 8, 489 automatic table 105 420. 817; 
2,706 O. b. automatic table do., £11 ,968 ; 5,501 calling dials, '£6, 944.— 
fsiernens Bros. & Co., Ltd. — Tenders. 


France.— La Société la Canalisation Electrique, of St. 
Maurice, has lately secured a contract from the French State Rail- 
way authorities in Paris for been supply of 60 kilometres of rubber- 
inaulated, single-conductor cable. e same authorities have also 

a contract with the Sooiété Industrielle des Téléphoner, of 
pe for the supply of 50 kilometres of single-conductor cable. 


Londom.— HammensmitH. — The Electricity Committee 


has decided, in view of the probable increased demands for electricity 
in the near future, that an order for the second 10,000-kW set, with 


densing PM € be at onoe, particularly as delivery 
cannot be ul paaie of 1922. Messrs. A. C. 


Parsons & Co.'s price for the first set was £42,470, and Messrs. 
Hick, Hargreaves & Co., for the condenser, £14,952. Owing to 
increased cost of raw materials, &o., Messrs. Parsons and Har- 
greaves’ prices for the second 10,000-kW turbo-generator and con- 
denser are £47,570 and £15, 800 respectively, The Committee 
recommends acceptance of these estimates. 

Copes, Feed-water regulator, £51.—fcholey & Co. (recommended). 


STEPNEY.—Electricity Committee. The following offers of coal 
have been accepted :— 

4£0 tons Northumberland nut smalls, at 46s. 64. per ton, B. Foster & Co. 
150 tons Scotch-washed trebles, 568. 5d. ton; 160 tons do. doubles, 
65s. 5d. ton; 150 tons do. singles, 54s. 5d., Bradbury, Bon & Co, ee 
Lid. 140 tons Northumberland nuts, 518. ton, J. Hudson & Co., Ltd 

60 tons pitch, £519.—J. Smart & Sen (recommended). 

2 tons p umbers' solder, £170.—G. W. Neale (recommended). 

i mile 0225 sq. in, lead-covered and armoured cable, £136. —W.'T. Henley's 
Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. (recommended). 

2 tons sheet lead, £76. >N ewsome & Co., Ltd. (recommended). 

700 fuse boxes, £258.—Reason Manufacturing Co., L 


STOKE NEWINGTON —Electric Lighting Committee. For mains 
in connection with the extension, aleo distributing mains, five 
tenders were received. The Committee recommends acceptance of 
the tender of Messrs. W. T. Henley's Telegraph Works Oo., Ltd., of 
£18,668, based upon standard prices of £100 per ton for copper 
and £30 per ton for lead, and increasing or deoressing with the 
price of there metals, 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Junior Institution of Engineers.—Friday, February 4th. At Caxton Hall. 
At8p.m. Leoturette, " Surface Tension and some of its Industrial Appli- 


cations,” by Mr. W. H. Ballantyne. 
February lith. Notes on Some Limit Gauges," by Mr. F. A. 
Simpson. 4 
Chief Technical Assistants’ Association.—Saturday, February 5th. At 
Anderton's Hotel, Fleet Street, E.C. At 8pm. Paper on Adjudication 
S s for Turbo-alternators,"’ by Mr. J. R. J. Bowden. 


Engineers. ^. Monday, February 7th. At Burlington House, 
Society , At 5.80 p.m. Presidential address 020 Right Hon. Lord 


Headley, and presentation of Premiums awarded in 


Dynamicebies, —Tuesday, February 8th. At the Trocadero Restaurant. At 
7.80 p.m. Dinner. Sir Jas. Devonshire, K.B.B., in the chair, 


Institute of Marine Engineers.—Tuesday, February 8th. At the Institute, 
the Minories. At 6.40 7 Paper on The Internal Combustion Engine 
Installation,“ by Mr. Polloo 

Institute of Metals. — Tuesday, reba 8th. At £9, Elmbank Crescent, 
Glasgow. At8p.m. Lecture on Aluminium, Production and Uses," by 
Dr. G. H. Bailey. 

oyal diocl of Arts.—Tuesday, February 8th, At John Street, Ade! 

x C. Ate pm m. Paper on Some Notes on the Problem of Daana. 
moni," by Mr. E. C. de ipei 

Association of Engineers @.—Wednesday, February 9th. At Bt. 
Bride's Institute, Bride Laue. E "aro At 7 80 p m. Paper on “ The Super- 
Diesel Internal Combustion Engine,” by Capt. W. P. Durtnall. 


Institute of Cost and Works Accountents.— Wednesday, February 9th. 
At the Institute of Patent Agents, etaple Inn Buildings, W.O. At" p.m. 
Address on The Position of the Cost and Works Accountants in Co- 
ordinating the Aims of Capital and Labour,” by Mr. H. W. Allingham, 

Manchester Wireless Society. — Wednesday, 

t Searehlights and their Work during the 


Cheims! ora Engineering Society. —Thursday, February 10ıh. At the Ba: t 
lian Institute of Agriculture. At 7 p.m. Paper on *' Electric Welding,“ 
r. J. H. Johnson. 

MR Exhibition.—Olympia, W. February 10th to 26th. 

imstitution of Electrical —Thursday, Febroary 10th. At the 
Institution of Civil Engineers, Great George Street, B. W. At6pm. Dis- 
cussion on ‘Electric Appliances for Domestic Purpores. " To be intro- 
duced by a paper by Mr. E. Griffiths and Mr. F. H. Schofield on " Some 
Thermal Characteristics of Electric Ovens and Hot Plates." 

Liverpool Sub-Centre.— Monday, February ‘th. At the University, 
Liverpool. At 7 p.m. Discussion of eport on Research on The Heating 
of Buried Cables." To be opened by Mr. E. B. Wedmore. 

Western Centre. — Monday, February Tih. At the Merchant 
Venturers' Technical College, Bristol. At7 P. m. Paper on The Appli- 
cation of the Electric Locomotive to Main Line Traction on Railways,” by 
Lieut.-Col. O'Brien. 

North - Midland Centre. — Tuesday, February 8.h. At the Hotel 
Metropole, leeds. At 7 p.m. Paper on “Temperature Limits of Large 
Alternators,” by Mr. G. A. Juhlin, 

North-Western Centre. Tuesday, February 8th. At tbe Engineers’ 
Club, Manchester. At 7 p.m. Address by the President, Mr. Ll. B 
Atkinson. 

Scottish Centre. — Tuesday, February 8th. At 207, Bath Street, 
Glasgow. At 7.80 pm. Paper on * Automatic Protective Devices for 
Alternating Current Systems," by Mr. A. E. McColl. 

North-Eastern Centre.—Friday, February lith. At the Armstrong 
College, Newcastle-on-Tyne. At 7.16 p.m. Conversazione. 

Scoitish Centre (Students' Section).— Friday, February lith. At the 
Royal Technical College, Glasgow. At 7.30 p m. Paper on Mercury 
Arc Reetifiers,’’ by Mr. R. L. Morrison. 
ntgen Society. Thursday, February 10th. At the Royal Society of 

Roon! icine, Wigmore Street, W. At 7.30 pm. Conjoint meeting: The 
A of Electrical Engineers and the Eleotro-therapeutic Section of 
tbe Royal Society of Medicine. 

ro-Harmonic Society. — Friday, February lith. At the Great Hall, 

Bhoctre Parmo n fioel E.C, At Spm, Concert, Ladies night. 

Institute of Industrial Administration.~ Friday, February lith. At the 
Central Hall, Westminster. At8 Addre:s on ‘* Present Day Indus- 
trial Psychology,” by Sir Lynden 1 K. 8. E., K. O. 

ety and the Manchester Literary and Philosophical 
karatay s da February llth. At 36, George Street, Manchester. At 
8.50 p.m. Lecture on Studies in Capillarity,” by Drs. A. Ferguson and 

P. E. Dowson. 


February fth. Paper on 
ar," by Mr. J. C. A. Reed. 


Manchester Association of Engineers. Friday, February llth. Anniversary 
dinner. 
cal Society of London. —Friday, February lith. At the Imperial 


m. Discussion on 


College of Science, South Kensington, B. W. At 5.15 
Instrumenta based 


„% Abso ute Measurements of Electrical Resistanoe an 
on the Temperature Variation of Resistance.” 

ingham and District Electric Club.— Saturday, February 12th. At the 
Grand Hotel, Celmore Row. At 7 p.m. Paper on Rem‘niscences of the 
Test Bed," by Mr. J. A. McDonald, 


NOTES. 
Why Not Electricity ?—A correspondent to the Bradford 


Daily Telegraph says :— In these days when so much progress has 
been made with electric power, it is surprising to fiad mill 
chimneys still being built within the city boundaries. We get 
occasional glimp3es of what Bradford would bə like without its 
canopy of smoke, and we are all looking forward to the time when 
mill chimneys will be abolished entirely, thus making Bradford as 
healthy as Harrogate. Perhaps it would help towards this end if 
there was some system of co-ordination between the city engineer's 
department and the electricity department by which, before plans 
were passed for the erection of a new mill chimney, efforts would 
be made to induce the mill owner to adopt electric power," 


Kelvin Medal, 1920.—At a meeting of the Award Com- 
mittee, consisting of the presidents of the principal representative 
British engineering institutions, held in London on January 25th, 
the first triennial award Qf the Kelvin Gold Medal was made to 
Dr. W. C. Unwin, F. R. S., who, in the opinion of the Committee, 
after its consideration of representations received from leading 
engineering bodies in all parts of the world, isthe most worthy to 
receive this recognition of pre-eminence in the branches of 
engineering with which Lord Kelvin's scientific work and 
researches were closely identified. The arrangements for the 


Scottish Motor Show.— The Scottish Motor Show, which 
oponed in the Kelvin Hall at Glasgow, on January 28th. proved 
one of the most popular exhibitions ever held in that city. 
Besides motor cars, light cars and industria! vehicles, electric 
lighting systems, dictaphones, electric heaters, &c., are also on 
view. The attention of all motorists interested in the electrical 
equipment of cars will be directed to the C. A. V. exhibits on 
Stand No. 69, which is the Scottish Show headquarters of Messrs. 
Thomson & Brown Bros, Ltd. New departures in C.A.V. pro- 
ductions are shown, inclu!ing the new starting and lighting 
batteries with the Willard threaded rubber insu'ati:n. The latest 
wing lamps of "Streamline " form, adapted for focusing, are 
worthy of special attention, as alco the D. H.“ headlamps and the 
new “Model 10" C.A.V. horn. Light-car, touring-car, and com- 
mercial lighting sets will demonstrate the improvements in dynamo 
and Jamp manufacture, and the combined dynamo, lighting, and 
coil ignition units will amply prove that this method of iznition 
is becoming extremely popular. 


The Miaistry of Transport.—It is reported that the 
Cabinet has decided to reduce the staff of the Ministry of Trans- 
port at an early date. The civil engineering and development 
branches are to be more or leas scrapped, involving pay rolls, apart 
from war bonus, of respectively £19,300 and £10,400 par annum. 
The much-discussed Area Transport Commissioners are to be dis- 
pensed with ¢x bloc, but the finance, statistical, roads, traffic, public 
safety, and general purposes departments are to be rétained, 
although the subordinate staff is to be curtailed a1 much as possible, 
It will be remembered that the civil engineering department was 
responsible for the proposed Savern estuary tidal power scheme. 


has been prohibited. We have found the new product very 


rea‘on a‘ all why premises should be filled with the exp'osive 
nitro oelluloid when a British-made safety celluloid is a-ailable. 


French Sommer Time.—It is announced that summer 
time will commence in France on the night of March 14th-1£th. 


The E.P.E.A. Award.—On J anuary 31st, the Wolver- 
hampton Town Council refused to adopt the schedule arranged by 
the National Joint Board for payment of the technical staffs of 
electricity supply works. As a result, the engineers resolved to 
stop work at 10 o'clock on February Ist to enforce the adoption of 
the rates which have been accepted by practically every under- 
taking in the country. The Mayor counselled acceptance, pointing 
out that the extra £2,000 per year would nos? “pave the way to 
ruin. Local manufacturers held a meeting protesting against the 
short-sighted action of the Courcil, which would lead to the 
unemp'oyment of thousands. 

Eventually the Council acceded to the adoption of the echedule, 
and the strike was averted. 


. Appointments Vacant.— Mains foreman for the Cor- 
poration of Wrexham Electricity Department ; electrician, for the 
Worcestershire Mental Hospital, Bromsgrove; resident power 
station engineer, for the Clyde Valley Electric Power Co. ; ahift 
engineer, for the Borough of Burton-on-Trent Electricity Depart- 
ment; engineering draughtsman. for the Salford Corporation 
Electricity Department ; lecturer in electrical engineering (£536), 
for the Bradford Technical College. For particulars see our 
advertisement pages to-day. ; | 


upon his nerves and sight now involved in long-distance flying, 
particularly when passing through heavy clouds or foge. The 
device, which is marked X in the accompanying illustrations, will 


AIR COMPRESSORS AND MERCURY CONTACT MAKERS. ; 


perfet stability of the aeroplane, and any tendency to a list or 
plunge is immediately rectified by automatically moving the 
mechanical appliances which the pilot would have to adjust in 
order to level up his machine, Briefly, the device consists of the 
utilisation of compressed air combined with an electrical current. 
The air is automatically compressed by two small air pumps which 
are fitted beneath the forepart of the fuselage, and are actuated by 
small air-propellers, The air is conveyed to a reservoir connected 
to a pressure gauge fitted in the pilot's cockpit, so that he can see 
that the necessary pressure of 60 lb. to the sq. in. is maintained. 
Above the preasure gauge is a small electrical switchboard with a 
tiny lamp fitted to the right and to the left. The air is conveyed 
to acircular tubular container hal f-filled with mercury and ao con- 
trived that as the level of the fluid metal rises to the left or to the 
right with the movement of the aeroplane, it causes a contact to 
take place which permits an electric current to act on valves which 


COCKPIT SWITCHBOARD AND PRESSURE GAUGE, > 


set in motion the mechauical gear connected with the pilot's oon- 
troling mechanism. Simultaneously, the right or left-hand lamp 
on the switchboard lights up to indicate the variation of the 
equilibrium, the current being cut off and the lamp automatically 
extinguished as the aeroplane is brought up to the correct level. 
By merely raising a small lever in the cockpit, the whole of the 
mechanism is thrown out of gear and the pilot is free to take full 
control of the machine again. One of the flights referred to 
included a trip to Paris and back, when Major Brackley, who is 
respoasible for the testa, allowed the aeroplane to fly for two hours 
consecutively under the sole control of M. Aveline's invention. 
The British Government has adopted the invention after exhaustive 
tests, and 14 Handley Page bombing machines have already been 
fitted with it for the Royal Air Force, 


Costing and Industrial Relations.— On Wednesday, 
February 9th (7 p.m.), at the Institute of Chartered Patent Agents, 
Staple Inn Buildings Holborn, Mr. H. W. Allingham, M. I. Mech. N., 
will deliver an adress to the Institute of Cost and Worka 
Accountants on The Position of Cost and Works Aecountants in 
Co-ordinating the Aims of Capital and Labour." Readers may 


obtain tickets from the Secretary of the latter Institute, at 


38, Grosvenor Gardens, S. W. l. | 
Regan Train Control System.— The French Ministry of 


Public Works and representatives of the French rail ways intended 


to carry out tests on January 28th of the Regan automatic train 
control device, which was tried last September on the Great 
Eastern Railway system in this country, and was described in our 
pages at the time. ; Uu PA. 
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Freemasonry.—At the regular meeting of the Kelvin 
Lodge, which wus held at the Mark Masons’ Hall, London, on 
Friday last, the reigning master, Mr. H. Porter-Cox, presided over 
a gathering of 98 members and visitors, including three Grand 
Lodge officers, 1 Messers. Charles F. Quicke, E. J. Reid, and 
P. P. Kipping, as well as others of Provincial ard London rank, 
and all present enjoyed the speeches and the musical entertainment 
which was provided after dinner. Applications to join the Lodge 
are coming in steadily, and each year the support given to the 
great masonic charities seems to exceed that of the previous year. 


An X-Ray Martyr.—The Daily News states that Mr. 
Ewart Henry Harnack has entered Southampton Hospital for the 
amputation of his right hand. This gentieman, who with Dr. 
H. P: Dean was the inventor of protective lead glass, has already 
jost his left hand as a result of his devotion to the science of 
radiography. Mr. Harnack states that when. in the early days of 
the science, he found that his finvers were being affected, he 
attributed it to the use of strong chemicals, but on ascertaining 
the true cause he set out to devise a means of protection for X-ray 
workers. 


R.A.F. Dinner.—The Electrical Section, E.R.S., R.A.F., 
re-anion dinner was held at Pinolis Restaurant on January 29th, 
the arrangements by Mr. P. B. O. S. Webb, Committee chairman, 
being admirably carried out. Mr. H. Mason, in a short speech, 
thanked the Committee for organising the gathering of a highly 
successful section at E.R.S. Ponte d' Larche. Mr. Webb, in reply, 
dwelt on the spirit of comradeship shown by the large attendance 
of provincial men, and stated that Mr. H. Mason will preside at the. 
next dinner, which will be held in Birmingham. An impromptu 
concert followed, items being given by Messrs. Lewis, Hill, Eldridge, 
Norginson, and Athill. 


Electro-Harmonic Soclety.— The next concert (Ladies 
Night) will be held at the Cannon Street Hotel, in the Great Hall, 
on Fnday, February llth, commencing at 8 p.m. The artistes will 
be :—Mias Violet Openshaw, contralto; Mr. Sydney Pointer, tenor: 
Mr. Edward Dykes, bass; Mise Gladys Millage, songs at the piano ; 
Mr. Ernest Rutherford, concertina ; Mr. Lloyd Shakespeare, cornet ; 
Mr. Wilaon James and Mr. Joe Pearson, humorists; Mr. Bernard 
Flanders, A. B. A. M., solo 5 and acoompanist. Chairman, 
Capt. K J. Wallis-Jones, O. B. E., T. D. 


The Electrification of the Belgian State Rallways.— 
Some supplementary details with regard to the electrification 
of the Belgian State railways were contained in the 1920 
Budget report presented to the Belgian Parliament. As brietly 
mentioned in a recent issue, it 1s proposed that the work 
shall be undertaken in three sections. ‘lhe first to be dealt 
with will be the Brussels-Antwerp line; the second, the 
Luxemburg section; and the third, the lines in the Brussels 
district mot included in the first two sections. 

The Moniteur des Intéréts Matéricls states that with regard 
to the Brussels-Antwerp lines it has been recognised that it 
will be necessary to undertake the work in three divisions 
owing to the large amount of track work which will have 
to be carried out. It is intended to commence with the 
provision of electric passenger trains, which will be hauled 
by a combined electric locomotive and passenger coach. The 
train will consist of three coaches with a total of 550 seats. 
The coaches will be of steel or part-steel construction and 
mounted on bogies. The motor coach will be provided with 
four motors of 275 H.P. each. It is proposed to provide for 
38 trains per day in each direction between Brussels and 
Antwerp (direct, semi-direct, and omnibus trains). On this 
section, the length of main track to be electrified is 544 miles 
and of secondary track, 9j miles. 

The second division of the work on the Brussels-Antwerp 
rection will be that of providing a more frequent service, and 
the third division of the work will be the electrification 
of further portions of the track, so that all traflic—goods as 
well as passenger—between Brussels and Antwerp will even- 
tually be electrically hauled. 

. The Brussels-Midi junction will be electrified, and a double 
track between Brussels-Midi and Antwerp will be specially 
reserved for direct and semi-direct trains as well as for the 
international trains. The slow passenger and also the goods 
trains will use a second double track, so that by avoiding 
the mixing of the two classes of traffic a more frequent service 
wil be possible. It is contemplated that eventually there 
will daily run between Brussels and Antwerp in each direction 
54 express trains, at intervals of 20 minutes; 18 semi-direct 
trains starting every hour, and 22 omnibus, or as we term 
them, Parliamentary trains. The express trains are expected 
to do the journey between Brussels Nord and Antwerp Central 
in 32 minutes, equal to an average speed of 83 km., or 
nearlv 52 miles per hour, the maximum speed attained being 
56 m.p.h. The times for semi-direct trains will be reduced 
from 54 to 37 minutes, and those of thc omnibus trains from 
72 to 56 minutes. 

For the haulage of the international trains it is proposed 
to use an electric locomotive of 9,900 H.P., while for the baul- 
age of goods trains electric locomotives capable of bauling 
trains of a total load of 1,000 tons at a speed of 98 mph. 
are contemplated. 

In the third division of the work the electrification of the 
double track between Malines and Antwerp South will he 
undertaken. 88 well as the train-forming yards at Schaerbeek, 
Muysen, Zurenborg, Austruweel, Kiel, and Antwerp South, 


although the actual shunting will continue to be carried out 
by steam locomotives. | 

For the supply of the necessary energy three large sub- 
stations will be established at Schaerbeek, Malines, and Ber- 
chem, the latter place being near Antwerp. The annual con- 
sumption of energy on the Brussels-Antwerp section is esti- 
mated at 100,000,000 kilowatt-hours, equal to 30 watt-hours 
per ton-kilometre. 

The second section of the electrification work is that of 
the Luxemburg and neighbouring lines. For the ordinary 
service motor-trains similar to those on the Brussels-Antwerp 
line wil be employed, while the international and goods 
trains will be hauled by electric locomotives, average and 
maximum speeds of 44 and 56 m.p.h. being provided for. 
Owing to the heavy gradients on these lines it will be neces- 
sary to use two electric locomotives for each goods train, 
which will, however, attain an average speed of 2 m.p.h. 
as against 20 m.p.h. by steam. For this division it is estimated 
that 400,000,000 kilowatt-hours per annum will be necessary. 

The final section of the work to be undertaken will be the 
electrification of the whole of the lines in the Brussels district, 
which will obviate the present delays due to the necessity 
of changing from electric to steam traction and vice versa 
which at present obtains. 


INSTITUTION NOTES. 


' Institution of Electrical Engineers.— The arrangements 
for the second part of the 1020-21 session are as follows: 
February 10th, discussion on Electric Appliances for Domes- 
tic Purposes,” to be introduced by a paper on Some Thermal 
Characteristics of Electric Ovens and Hot Plates." Prof. E. 


Wilson on ' Feebly Magnetic Materials, February 17th, 
Lecture I “ Instrumentation ’’; February 24th, Lecture II 
Results of Scientific Research "; March 10th, Lecture III 


Practical Applications " ; March 8rd, annual dinner at Hotel 
Cecil. March 17th, paper by Sir W. Noble on The Long- 
distance Telephone Systein of the United Kingdom." April 
7th, subject to be announced later. April l4th, paper by 
Mr. E. A. Watson on Magnetos for Ignition Purposes in 
I.C. Engines." April th, discussion on Tariffs "; papers 
bv Mr. J. R. Blaikie—“ Electricity Supply: Present Condi- 
tions and the Hopkinson Principle," and J. W. Beauchamp, 
" Multi-part Tariffs for Domestic Electricity Supply." May 
5th, continuation of discussion on“ Tariffs.” 

Informal Mectings.—Febuary l4th, discussion on“ Some 
Notes on the Design of a Large Power Station," opened' by 
Mr. J. W. Cowie. February 23th, informal social evening. 
March 14th, discussion on '' Rectifiers,” opened by Mr. R. L. 
Morrison. April llth, discussion on '' Some Characteristics 
and Applications of Multi-speed a.c. Motors," opened by Mr: 
F. Creedy. April 25th. discussion on Engineering in 
Russia," opened by Mr. C. L. Lipman. 

NORTH-EASTERN CENTRE. — February lith, conversazione. 
February l4th, '' Temperature Limits of Large Alternators,” 
by Mr. G. A. Juhlin. February 28th, lecture on“ Thermionic 
Valves," by Mr. W. D. Owen. May 9th, annual general 
meeting. ; 

NoRTH MIDLAND CENTRE.—February Sth, “ Temperature 
Limits of Large Alternators,” by Mr. G. A. Juhlin. April 
20th. annual general meeting. 

NORTH-WESTERN CENTRE.—February 8th, address by the 
President. February 221d, Magnetos for Ignition Purposes 
in I.C. Engines," by Mr. E. A. Watson. March Sth, "' Elec- 
tric Driving in the Paper Mill on Heat-economy Lines," by 
Mr. A. B. Mallinson. April 12th, annwal general meeting and 
smoking concert. ; 

SCOTTISH CENTRE.—February sth (Glasgow), '' Automatic 
Protective Devices for a.c. Systems,” by Mr. A. E. McColl. 
March 8th (Edinburgh). The Long-distance Telephone Sys- 
tein of the United Kingdom.” by Sir W. Noble. April 12th 
(Glasgow), lecture on Wireless," by Dr. J. Erskine-Murray. 

SovrH MIDLAND CENTRE.—Februarv 23rd, discussion on 
'" Electric Appliances for Domestic Purposes," to be intro- 
duced by a paper by Mr. E. Griffiths, D. Sc. and Mr. F. H. 
Schofield, B.A., B.Sc.. on “Some Thermal Characteristics 
of Electric Ovens and Hot Plates." April 27th, paper by Mr. 
E. A. Watson on '' Magnetos for Tgnition Purposes in I.C. 
Engines," and annual general meeting. 

WESTERN CENTRE.—February 7th (Bristol), * The Applica- 
tion of Electric T.ocomotives to Main Line Traction on Rail- 
wavs,” by Lt.-Col. H. E. O'Brien, D.S.O. May 2nd (Bristol), 
address by the President. 

MEMRERSHIP.—At the ordinary meeting on Thursday last 
week the balloting list for the election of new members and 
for the transfers from one class to another contained a total 
of 616 names, of which 556 are the names of new members. 
This constitutes a record, and raises the membership figure 
to the 9.000 mark. The new members of the various classes 
were divided as follows: Members, 4; associate members, 116; 
graduates, 42: students, 333; and associates, 3. The figures 
in the last list were respectively 6, 52, 30, and 181, or a total 


of 269 
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STUDENTS’ SECTION.—Àn interesting address on '' Magne- 
tos was given before the Students’ Section of the North- 
Eastern Centre on January 21st, by Mr. W. Bayliss, who 
Dd s the various parts of the magneto and explained their 
unctions. 


Chelmsford Engineering Society.—On January 26th, Mr. 
C. S. Buyers read a paper on " Electric Winding for Col- 
Ihe lecturer divided his paper under the following 
: (1) Nature of work and general requirements to be 
fulfilled. (2) Types of winding drum and their effect on the 
power demand, and (3) Systems of electric drive and their 
applications. 


Edinburgh Electrical Society.—On January 28th, Mr. 
E. C. Cattord, of the Edinburgh Corporation Tramways, 
delivered a lantern lecture on The Electrical Wonders of 
Guernsey." The lighting and tramway system of the island 
and the very admirable telephone system were described. 
On February llth the Society will meet at the North British 
Rubber Works. 


Physical Society of London.—On February llth, at the 
Imperial College of Science, South Kensington, there will 
be a discussion on Absolute Measurements of Electrical 
Resistance, and Instruments based on the Temperature varia- 
tion of Resistance." ‘The speakers will include Sir Richard 
Glazebrook, F.R.S., Mr. F. E. Smith, O.B.E., F.R.S., Prof. 
H. L. Callender, F.R.S., Prof. C. R. Darling, Mr. C. Jakeman, 
Major W. S. Tucker, Capt. E. J. Paris, Prof. J. T. McGregor 
Morris, Dr, J. S. G. Thomas, Mr. A. H. Davis, Dr. G. A. 
Shakespear, Prof. Leonard Hill, Mr. E. A. Griffiths. Dr. 
Daynes, and Dr. Ezer Griffiths. 


Institute of Physics.—The recently incorporated Institute 
of Physics has issued a booklet setting forth the objects of the 
Institute and regulations for the admission of members, 
students, associates and fellows. Full details of the necessary 
qualifications, examinations and exempting degrees, &c., are 
given. 


OUR PBRSONAL COLUMN. 


The Hditors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
technical or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also electric tramway and railway oficiais, to keep readers of the 
B&BOTRICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements, 


The Financial Times says that the following appointments 
have been agreed by the directors of the Underground group 
of companies, which includes the Underground Electric Rail- 
ways Co. of London, Metropolitan District, London Electric, 
City and South London, and Central London Railways, and 
London General Omnibus Co.: Assistant managing directors, 
Mr. H. E. Blain and Mr. F. Pick; director for construction 
(railways), Mr. Z. E. Knapp; chief engineer (omnibuses), 
Mr. G. J. Shave; chief engineer (railways), Mr. A. R. Cooper; 
secretary und treasurer, Mr. J. C. Mitchell. At the same 
time, the management of the London and suburban traction 
group, namely, the Metropolitan Electric, London United, and 
South Metropolitan Electric Tramways, has been brought 
into direct connection with the Underground management, 
and the following appointments have been agreed upon: 
Mr. C. J. Spencer, general manager; Mr. E. Boys, secretary 
and treasurer. 

Mr. E. J. NaLLY, president of the Radio Corporation of 
America, arrived in England on January 30th, and is staying 
at the Ritz Hotel, London. He has come over to attend a 
conference between representatives of wireless telegraphic 
interests in England, France, and Germany to discuss the com- 
mercial development of wireless telegraphy.—Daily Mail. 

After 26 years of continuous service, Mr. Percy R. ALLEN, 
O.B.E., has retired from the active engineering management 
of the Castner-Kellner Co.; he is being retained by the 
firm in a consultative capacity. At a dinner given to Mr. 
Allen by the staff of the company, at which the managing 
director presided, the presentation of a gold cigarette box, 
suitably inscribed, was made. Later Mr. Allen was the 
recipient of a silver tea service from the staff and employes. 
Mr. Allen will continue to practise as a consulting engineer 
for steam and gas plant work and the electrification of mines. 

The question of increasing the salary of Mr. P. P. WHEEL- 
WRIGHT, the electrical engineer to the Blackburn Corporation, 
is under consideration by the Electricity Committee, which is 
obtaining information as to salaries in other towns. The 
present salary is £1,000 a year. 

Mr. W. MonniEs, B.Sc.. who has been the chief electrician 
at the Blackley works of the British Dyestuffs Corporation 
for the past three years, is resigning that position in order 
to enter business as an electrical engineer and wiring con- 
tractor, at 35, Cheapside, Middleton, Manchester. On January 
27th the electrical staff presented him with a rose bowl. The 
presentation was made by the chief engineer of the works 
engineering department (Mr. C. E. S. Place). Mr. W. Mor- 
ries, in responding. asked the staff to co-operate closely with 
his successor, Mr. J. H. Davies. Mr. W. Morries wishes to 
receive price lists and catalogues from makers of electrical 
equipment for both power and lighting. 


Mr. A. J. GirFin left the Western Electric Co., Ltd., at 
the end of January to take up an appointment with the Brad- 
ford Dyers’ Association, Ltd. 

Mr. H. C. Waters has been appointed managing director 
of A.G.E. Electric Motors, Ltd., of Stowmarket, having 
served the company previously as technical director. 


Obituary.— MR. S. T. Smirg.—The death occurred on Janu- 
ary 26th of Mr. S. Trow Smith, gas and éiectrical engineer 
to the Malvern Urban Council. 

Sin RaALPH PERCY AsHTON.—The death occurred on Friday 
last, at his home at Beechwood, Reigate, of Sir R. P. Ashton, 
who was a director of the Indian Electric Supply & Traction 
Co., Ltd., the Enfield Ediswan Cable Works, und other com- 
panies, and a partner in the firm of Kilburn, Brown & Co. 
Sir Ralph, who was 60 years of age, had not enjoyed good 
health of late, and business matters depressed him. The 
verdict was Suicide while of unsound mind.” 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Electrical Apparatus Export Corporation.—Particulars of 
the Electrical Apparatus Export Corporation have been filed pursuant to 
Section 274 of the Companies (Consolidation) Act. The company was incor- 
porated in Delaware, U.S.A., on December 24th, 1919. The capital stock is 
$50,000 in shares of $100 cach. The British address is at 408-9, Bank Cham- 
bers, High Holborn, W.C., where ]. A. Campbell is authorised to accept 
servic: of process and notices on behalf of the company. The list of directors 
is not yet filed. 


Practical Machines Co. (A. T. Gadsby), Ltd. (172,826).— 
Private company. Registered January 27th. Capital, £10,000 in £l shares 
(1,000 preference). To adopt an agreement with A. T. Gadsby, and to carry 
on the business of electrical and general engineers, manufacturers. of and 
dealers in electrical and other machinery, founders, metal spinners and mer- 
chants, &c. The first directors are: A. T. Gadsby, 119, Wells Street, Camber- 
well, S.E. (permanent director, chairman and sole managing director); H. 
Berry, 10, E enhon Road, Eltham, S.E., engineer. Gualifica tion: £100. 
Registered office: 39, Avenue Chambers, $, Vernon Place, Bloomsbury, W.C. 


Duttons (Southport), Ltd. (172,755).—Private company. 
Registered January 24th. apital, £3,000 in £1 shares. To take over the 
business of electrical engineers and accumulator manufacturers, carried on by 
H. Dutton and A. Dutton as * H. and A. Dutton," at Southport. The per- 
manent directors are: H. Dutton, Ansdell Road North, Lytham: A. Dutton, 
Marlborough Road, Southport. Registered office: la, Marlborough Road, 
Southport. 


Graham & Sons, Ltd. (172,842).—Private company. Re- 


gistered January 28th. Capital, £5,000 in El shares. To carry on the business 
of electrical engineers, manufacturers of electrical machinery, instruments, 
cable, glass and porcelain ware, insulation materials, mechanical, marine, con- 
structional, internal combustion and general engineers, &c. The first directors 
are: J. P. Graham (permanent), Hillcroft, Stocksfield; C. P. Graham, Hill- 
croft, Stocksfield; S. E. Graham, Hillcroft, Stocksfield. Qualification, 100 
ordinary shares. Secretary: Jessie Bryce. Registered office: Sun Insurance 
Buildings, Collingwood Street, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


Jgnitions, Ltd.—Particulars of £5,000 debentures autho- 
ris December 3rd, 1920; present issue £1,400; charged on the company's 
undertaking and property, present and future, including uncalled capital. 


Sphinx Manufacturing Co., Ltd.—Mortgage dated Janu- 
ary áth, 1921, to secure all moneys due or to become due from company to 
London Joint City and Midland Bank, Ltd., charged on 243, Bradford Street, 
and 187-199, Alcester Street, Birmingham. 


Lithanode Co., Ltd.—Particulars of £3,000 debentures 
authorised December Slst, 1920; present issue £1,000 charged on the company's 
undertaking and property, present and future, including uncalled capital. 


C. A. Vandervell & Co., Ltd.—Debenture dated Decem- 
ber 3lst, 1920, to secure £200,000 charged on the company's undertaking and 
property, present and future, including poc er and freehold and 
leasehold property. Holders: D. J. H. Cunnick, Sir Frederick Eley, Bt., and 
A. G. Hopewell, 15, Bishopsgate, E.C. 

Leonard W. Holmes and Partners, Ltd.—Debenture 
dated January 19th, 1921, to secure £3,000 charged on the company's under- 
taking and property, present and future, including uncalled capital. Holder: 
S. P. Powell, 53, Wynstay Gardens, Kensington, W. 8. 

Norwegian Electric Smelting Co., Ltd.—Particulars of 
£10.000 debentures authorised December 30th, 1920, whole amount issued, 
charged on company's undertaking and property, including uncalled capital 
and goodwill. 


€ITY NOTES. 


Delays in the mails delayed the comple- 
Melbourne tion of the accounts for the year ended 
Electric Supply August, 1920, but the final dividend, making 
Co., Ltd. the total 10 per cent., free of British income 
tax, was approved at a meeting in Decem- 
ber. and the borrowing powers were increased from £750.000 
to £1,000,000. The accounts are now published, and they 
show a gross profit on the Melbourne and Geelong under- 
takings of £221,388 (against £180,161 for the previous year, 
an increase of 23 per en s in view of i 1 
is satisfactory). After providing for management and genera 
expenses, debenture and other interest and services, £10,140 
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is written off capital expenditure, £30,000 is put to reserve for 
British income tax, Corporation tax, and E.P.D., £10,000 to 
Gold Bonds Redemption account, and £35,000 to general re- 
serve. After paying the 7 per cent. dividend on the first 
cumulative preference shares, 10 per cent., free of British tax, 
on the consolidated ordinary stock on the ordinary shares, 
£4,691 is the remaining balance, plus £50,051 brought for- 
ward, making the total to be carried forward £54,742. In 
order to facilitate the provision of further capital necessary to 
cope with the continued expansion of the business, resolutions 
will be submitted at a meeting on February 7th for the pur- 
pose of increasing the rate of dividend on the whole of the 
authorised issue of 100,000 first cumulative preference shares 
of £5 from 7 per cent. per annum to 8 per cent. per annum 
as from March lst, 1921. In consideration of this increase 
the holders of the 70,000 preference shares already issued will 
be asked to consent to the premium of 10 per cent. to which 
they are entitled upon repayment of capital on the winding 
up of the company being reduced to 5 per cent. The develop- 
ment figures are as follows :— 

W Motors Total con- Total 

n 


Con- in rated nections, units 
Melbourne. sumers, kW. h.p. kW. sold. 


Year ended Aug., 1919... 42,430 36,189 30,318 66,507 35,069.000 
a i » 1920... 51,675 44,006 34,478 78,485 44,444,000 
(reelung. 
Year ended Aug.,1919 ... 3,374 3,082 2,415 6,497 1,551,042 
n. 3 „ 1920... 3,862 3,384 2,509 5,894 1,627,276 


Light and power was made available in 62 additional miles 
of streets at Melbourne during the year, and 9,245 new con- 
sumers were connected (increase 22 per cent.); power supply 
increased by 14 per cent.; total connections by 18 per cent.; 
total units sold by 26 per cent.; and gross revenue by 94 per 
cent. Notwithstanding the heavy increase in the cost of 
labour, fuel, and materials generally, an increase in charges 
to consumers has been avoided. 


During the year ended December, 1920, 

Yorkshire there was a substantial increase of revenue 
Electric Power and profit. The net profit, after payment of 
Co. interest, was £64,740, against £54,133 for 

1919, and £416,536 for 1918. Including £17,596 

brought forward, the amount is £52,336. Preference dividend 
6 per cent.; dividend on the ordinary at the rate of 5 per cent. 
for the six months, making a total of 3 per cent. for the year; 
to general reserve (making it £59.000), £15,000; carrying for- 
ward £20,939. The works have been fully maintained out of 
revenue. During the year the costs of coul, wages and ma- 
terials showed further increases, which were met to some 
extent by the economies arising froin the increased output. 
The extensions of the company’s power stations which are now 
proceeding, and which include a 12,000-kW turbo-alternator, 
should produce still further economies when they come into use 
in the present year. A large nuinber of new connections have 
been made, the full revenue from which will not be secured 
until the present year. Further agreements for supply have 
been made which will also produce a substantial increase of 
revenue. The unification of the supply of electricity in the 
West Riding which has been made possible by the existence of 
the company's system, continues to grow. Out of a total of 
62 undertakings of authorised distributors in the company's 
area, 40 are taking or have agreed to take a supply of electricity 
in bulk from the compuny and negotiations are proceeding with 
others which should lead to a complete co-ordination of the 
supply of electricity in the company's area. The Electricity 
Commissioners appointed by the Electricity (Supply) Act, 1919, 
have given notice of their intention to hold inquiries into the 
present and future position of electricity supply in certain dis- 
tricts, which together include the company's area of supply, 
and it is hoped that the Commissioners’ action may lead to 
the removal of the legislative obstacles which have retarded the 
development of the company’s undertaking. The issue in Feb- 
ruary last of £230,000 of 54 per cent. redeemable debenture 
stock and £400.000 of ordinary shares was utilised for the pur- 
pose of repaying existing mortgages and loans and to provide 
capital to meet growing demands for power. The company 
has power to borrow by the 1ssue of debenture stock to the 
extent of one third of the issued share capital, and in view of 
the further demands for power already in sight, a resolution 
authorising the issue, from time to time, of further debenture 
stock within the scope of this authority will be submitted at 
the close of the annual meeting on February lóth. The con- 
pany bas recently purchased premises in Leeds to be used as 
head offices. Mr. Hardman Arthur Earle, who has been a 
director of the company since its formation, has resigned 


through ill-health. 
The Siemens ck Halske Co., of Berlin. 
Tie Siemens reports gross profits and balance forward 
and Schuckert amounting to 26.844.000 marks for 1919-20, 
Group. as compared with 15,736.000 marks in the 
previous year. After defraying general ex- 
penses and interest on loans, and transferring 4,000,000 marks 
to the benevolent fund jointly created with the Siemens- 
Schuckert Works, the accounts show net profits of 
16.435.000 marks, as contrasted with 11.457.000 marks 
in 1918-19. It is proposed to pay a dividend at the 
rate of 12 per cent. on the old shares for £63,000.000 
marks, as in 1918-19, and one at the rate of 6 per 
cent, on the new shares for 68,000,000 marks. As the financial 
yeas has now been transferred to September 30th so as to 


harmonise with the other companies forming the recently con- 
stituted cominunity of interests, accounts are also submitted 
for August and September, 1920, showing net profits of 
4,529,000 marks, and a dividend at the rate of 2 per cent. is 
proposed on the total capital of 126,000,000 marks. The report 
of the directors states that the scarcity of coal and other 
raw materials caused great difficulties, woich were to some 
extent overcume by the end of the financial year. ‘Lhe un- 
certainty in culculating reliable sale prices specially intluenced 
export business. Nevertheless it was possible protitably to 
increase the export of electro-technical manufactures partly 
jn consequence of the scarcity of goods in the world's markets 
down to the close of the financial year, and partly owing to the 
quality of the manufactures and the confidence shown in 
the technical eflicency of the industry. Dealing with the 
labour problem, the report inentions that further large inter- 
ruptions in working had not taken place since the Berlin 
strike of metal workers in November, 1919. ‘The etticiency of 
the workmen had satisfactorily increased, particuiarly in the 
case of piece work; the number of workmen was about the 
sume, although the ratio of productive wages to unproductive 
Wages became more favourable, and the number of officials 
had grown. The company was interested in the Osram Co. 
to the extent of 4U per cent., and the first year's results of 
the latter already showed that the aims of the association were 
being achieved both technically and economically. It is 
stated in conclusion that the works are abundantly supplied 
with materials and orders. i l 

The accounts of the Siemens-Schuckert Werke, including 
the balance forward. indicate gross profits of 57,297,000 marks 
tor the year ended on July à1st, 1920, as contrasted with 
27.650, 000 marks in the previous year. After meeting general 
expenses, interest on loans and depreciation, and allocating 
8.000, 000 marks to the benevolent foundation jointly main- 
tained with the Siemens & Halske Co., the net profits are 
returned at 12,769,000 marks, as compared with 15, 28, 000 
marks in 1918-19. It is intended to pay a dividend at the 
rate of 10 per cent., as in 1918-19, and place 2,500,000 marks 
to the reserve fund, as in the preceding year. The net profits 
in the intermediate year from August lst to September 30th, 
1920, amount to 2,800,000 marks, permitting of the payment 
of 10 per cent. pro rata for this period. Dealing witn the 
past year, the report of the directors states that at the 
beginning it was impossible for the production to meet the 
requirements of the market. ‘The scarcity of manufactures 
and the increases in prices due to depreciating currency pro- 
duced a speculative impetus in the demand. Orders came 
to hand far in excess of the actual absorbing capacity of the 
market, and led to a great accumulation of stocks in connection 
with the sudden change in the economic conditions at the 
close of the financial year. As a consequence, some circles 
of customers got into great financial difliculties, and the com- 
pany had to extend a helping hand in order to overcome them. 
The economic crisis which threatened to develop from this 
sudden change was only avoided by a systematic co-operation 
of the entire electrical industry. 

The financial statement ot the Elektrizitats A.G. vorm. 
Schuckert & Co., of Nuremberg, shows gross profits of 
13,612,000 marks for the year ended on July 3lst, 1920, as 
compared with 9,040,000 marks in the preceding year, the 
net profits being 7,225,000 marks and 6,370,000 marks in the 
two years respectively. During August and September, 1920, 
the net profits amounted to 1,848,000 marks. The directors 
recoinmend the payment of a dividend at the rate of 9 per 
cent. for the complete financial year, and at the rate of 10 per 
cent. for the two months forming the new year and resulting 
from the transfer of the date of the financial year. l 

The report, dealing with the company’s investments 1n 
1919-20, states that it was possible to accommodate the prices 
for the supply of energy to the conditions of the times so 
that the supply works were able to maintain their economic 
situation. This was, however, not the case to the saine 
extent with the tramways and light railways, and many 
lines became so unsatisfactory that they had to suspend work- 
ing partly or aitogether. The creation of new supply works, 
and the extension of existing works were greatly prejudiced 
by the high degree of saturation already reached through the 
present uneconomically high costs of erection, as well as 
through the efforts in the direction of socialisation and muni- 
cipalisation. On the other hand, profitable activity in other 
countries was still obstructed by the existing well-known 
conditions. Under these circumstances the company con- 
tinued to devote attention to the working up of other branches 
of work. The report further states that a favourable influence 
was expected to result from the community of interests 
established with the Rhine-Elbe-Union. 


Sunderland District Electric Tramways, Ltd.—The report 
for the year ended October 31st, 1920, states that after charg- 
ing the expenses of operation and administration for the year 
and providing for depreciation of rolling stock, &c., the 
balance is £16,187, plus £1,209 brought forward. After pro- 
viding for interest on bonds and debentures and sinking fund, 
also £1,800 for reduction of investments, 5 per cent., less tax, 
is paid on the first and second income bonds, and 5 per cent.. 
lesa tax, on the preference shares, leaving £1,542 to be carried 
forward. Traffic receipts increased by  £7,821, but the 
expenses increased in greater proportion, so that the decrease 
in operating profit wae £4,427. 
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City of Buenos Aires Tramways Co. (1904), Ltd.—For 
the year ended December, 1920, à balance dividend of 1s. 3d. 
per share (making 5 per cent. per annum), less income tax; 
£3,000 to general amortisation fund, and £3,941 carried for- 
ward. 

Westminster Electric Supply Corporation, Ltd.—Final 
dividend at the rate of 12 per cent. per annum, less tax, mak- 
ing 10 per cent. for the year. 


Stock Exchange Notice. — The following have been 
ordered to be officially quoted:— 

Indian Electric Supply and Traction Co., Ltd.—120,000 7 per 
cent. non-cumulative (convertible) preference shares of £l 
each, fully paid (Nos. 1 to 129,000). 


Dublin United Tramways Co. (1896), Ltd.—l'inal divi- 
dend at the rate of 7 per cent. per annum, less tax, making 
51 per cent. for the year; £30,000 to deferred renewal of rails; 
42,000 written off investments; £13,331 curried forward. 


Provincial Tramways Co.—Net revenue for the year 
ended September, 1920, £40,016, plus £10,804 brought for- 
ward, ‘lo reserve and depreciation account £10,000; divi- 
dend of 10d. on the ordinary shares, making Is. 6d. for 
the year (7j per cent.). .£3,U08 carried forward. 


St. James's & Pall Mall Electric Light Co., Ltd.—Divi- 
dend of 8s. 6d. per share on the ordinary shares, making a 
total of 12 per cent. for the year 1920. 


Greenwood & Batley, Ltd.—2An interim dividend of 25 pe 
cent. on the ordinary shares is announced. 


Tucuman Tramways, Light & Power Co.—Loss of £8,383 
for the year ended June, 1920. Debit balance £69,524. 


STOCKS AND SHARES, 


Á TUESDAY EVENING. 
in this week's Stock Exchange markets 
two points: one the reparations ques- 

other the Bank Rate. While it was 
not generally expected that the latter would be lowered 
on Thursday, there were some hopeful folk who looked 
for this step to be taken at once, and in most quar- 
ters if is generally assumed that February will certainly 
see the rate down to 6 per cent. The principal satis- 
faction felt with the decision arrived at with regard to repara- 
tions 1s concerned with the cordial relations. re-established 
with France, inasmuch as, a week ago, fears were ralsed that 
friction might ensue from differences of opinion arising over 
the negotiations. The investment markets strengthened after 
their somewhat sharp reaction, and this had its effect upon 
the best-class issues throughout the Stock Exchange. The 
flatness in railway stocks passed over the Underground group, 
although prices here are dull rather than depressed. 

The Westminster Electric Company has declared its final 
dividend, making 10 per cent. for the year, the same as that 
for 1919. It was expected that the company would repeat its 
previous performance, and the declaration had the eflect of 
raising the price dà to 54. Charing Cross rose sharply to 4. 
Other shares in the electricity supply list are quiet, as they 
are bound to be in any case on the eve of dividends, the issue 
of which is a trifle uncertain. Newcastle Electric preference 
stiffened to 138. 9d. Melbourne Electric preference improved 
to 43 on the raising of the dividend. The new issue is ex- 
pected to make its appearance some time this month. Auck- 
land debenture advanced to 90, and in the foreign market, 
Anglo-Argentine Tramways 4 per cent. debenture stock at 
5004 is a point better. Rio Tramways Firsts at 69} and Sao 
Paulo Firsts at 884 are both higher. 

The firmest market in the Stock Exchange apart from the 
purely gilt-edged stocks is that for cable shares. Eastern Tele- 
graph ordinary has risen to 157}. Globes, Westerns and 
Eastern Extensions are nominally 152 middle, but actually 
are rather better than they appear, inasmuch as the seller 
can get on at the middle price better than the buyer. The 
chance of taxation being increased when the next Budget is 
produced serves to underline the interest taken in these stocks 
and shares upon which dividends are paid free of tax. The 
yields now come to about 64 per cent. on the money, equiva- 
lent to 9 per cent., allowing for tax at 6s. in the £. The 
llenley 1ssue was, of course, a success, and dealings started 
in the new shares l4s. paid on the basis of 6d. premium. To 
anvone who 1s on the lookout for a good industrial investment 
with. reasonable chances of appreciation in future, Henley's 
will make an appeal as deserving a place amongst shares of 
this class. The old shares are 1/16 down at 25s. 9d. Anglo- 
American Telegraph deferred has risen again, this tune to 
15i, and the preferred stock added another point to its price. 
Chili Telephones are up to 54. and United River Plates to 63; 
but Monte Video Telephones drooped to 13. Great Northerns 
have hardened to 22, a gain of 10s., and the only really weak 
spot in the market 1s that for West India and Panama shares, 
which have gone back to IIS. 3d. Marconis are lower at 
1 15/16, the market having no friends at all at the present 


MAIN discussion 
has focused on 
tion and the 


"v 2 ' s 1 ba. 


time. Indeed, since the dividend disappointment of six weeks 
ago, Marconis have been out of popular favour, although 
holders await with keen interest the final dividend for the 
year. Radio Common at 8s. 6d. and the preferred at lls. 6d. 
are inactive. - 

British Aluminium improved to 18s. 3d., and General Elec- 
tric preference at 188. 6d. are also a few pence harder. 
Cromptons remain weak at 13s. 9d. There is not much doing 
in manufacturing shares, owing to the various industrial and 
financial difficulties that prevail. The publie are fighting 
rather shy of such shares at the present time. Various specu- 
lations and rumours are already rife in respect of the next 
Budget, and as none of them carry consolation to the tax- 
payer, he is likely to play for safety in his Stock Exchange 
transactions until, at any rate, money becomes cheaper. 

The three non-assented ordinary stocks of the Central 
london Railway are now quoted again, after a considerable 
interval, at the common price of 274. The assented stocks 
remain between 43 and 47. East Londons have not moved; 
the meeting produced a vigorous protest from the Chairman 
at the way in which the company is circumscribed by Govern- 
ment control. Metropolitan Consolidated relapsed to 22 after 
being a point more, and Districts have fallen back to 15}. 
The Underground Electric issues are easier. 

British Columbia Electric Railway stocks are now ex divi- 
dend, and the yield on the deferred comes to 12 per cent. on 
the basis of the last distribution. Mexicans are lower again. 

The rubber share market gives no sign of animation, ..80 
prices are naturally disposed to sag. Armaments are dull 
with Vickers down to 158. Babcock & Wilcox have receded 
to 23. The engineering group, with shares of iron, soal and 
steel companies generally, are slipping back by degrees, the 
daily declines being as small as they are persistent. 


SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES, 
Home ELBOTRIOITY COMPANIBS. 
Dividend Prioe 


— S Feb. 1, ‘Yield 
1918. 1919. 1921, Rise or fall, p-. s. 
Brompton Ordinary . co „ 8 12 5 — AMO 4 4 
Charing Cross Ordinary .. 4 7 4 +3 815 0 
do. do. do. 4$ Pret. ee ah & at — 8 8 8 
Chelsea.. zu ae 50 ee 3 4 — 080 
Citv of London eo s o. 8 10 ly. +% 8 8 5 
do. do. 6 per oent. Pref... 6 6 19 — 0117 3 
County of London .. os S | 8 7 — 10 18 4 
do. do. 6 percent. Pref, 6 0 7 — i 715 0 
Kensington Ordinary e c. 6 7 — 9 1 0 
London Electric  .. vs ee Nil 9 = 10 0 0 
do. do. 6 percent. Pref... ; : 95 - i 1 1 : 
Metropolitan. . ee ee ee — . 
do. 4 r cent. Pref, .. 44 4% 2% — 815 8 
Bt. James’ an 1 Mall .. ee 10 12 = 912 0 
South London ee ee ee b 6 -—— 9 19 0 
South Metropolitan Pref. .. oe 7 7 13/9 — 10 8 8 
Westminster Ordinary .. ee 8 10 6i ＋ 9 10 6 
TELEGRAPNS AND TELEPHONES. ; 
Anglo-Am. Tel. Pref. ee ee 6 +1 17 11 0 
do. Vef. ee oo 88/6 1g + i 9 8 
Chile Telephone T æ 8 + B 4 4 
Cuba Sub. Ord. eo ee ec 1 04 — $10 15 4 
Eastern Extension «e T oe 8 10 153 + i %6 7 0 
Eastern Tel. Ord. .. ee ee 8 10 157 +8 +6 7 0 
Globe Tel. and T. Ord. oe ee 8 10 15 +? *6 7 0 
do. do. Pref. ee eo 6 6 8 — 6 17 2 
Great Northern Tel. ee . 2 2 22, 1 3 10 0 0 
Indo- European oo ee ee 1B 10 80 - 8 
Marconi ae z T oo 25 25 111 — i — 
Oriental Telephone Orl. 10 12 925 — *8 4 0 
United R. Plate Tel. oe ee 8 63 ‘ + $ 8 0 
West India and Panama ee 1/8 Nil * — Nil 
Western Telegrap n.. 8 10 153 + 6 0 
Howm Barre. 
Central London Ord. Assented .. 4 4 484 — 9 4,€ 
Metropolitan .. s T oe 1 $2 — 616 4 
do. District is . Nil Ni 153 —1 Nil 
Underground Electric Ordinary Nil Nil 1% — i . Nil 
do. do. ,, Nil Nil 6/- — Nil 
do. do. Income .. b 4 654 —1 - 
Forgign Trams, 40. 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref. .. Nil 23 xd — 10 0 0 
455 do. 2nd Pref. .. Nil NA — Nil 
do. do. 6% Deb. .. 5 5 6? *1 8 18 10 
Brazil Tractions  .. ut . Ni Nil 884 — Nil 
British Columbia Elec. Rly. Pfee. 5 b 55 — 9 110 
do. do. Preferred m b l xd — *B 16 0 
do. do. Deferred N 8 b1áxd ~? *19 3 8 
do. do. Dev. 44 & 84 — 19 0 
Mexico Trams 5 percent. Bonds. N Nil - Nil 
do. 6 per cent. Bonds. Nil Nil 26 —1 Nil 
Mexican Light Common ee Nil Nil 1 — Nil 
do. Pref. s6 ee Ni Nil 21 — Nil 
. do. lst Bonds. e Ni Nil 6 —2 Nil 
MANUFACTURING COMPANIES, 5 
Babcock & Wilcox .. "T „ 15 15 a — $ 1712 
British Aluminium Ord. e 10 10 1e/3 4 8d. 1019 3 
British Insulated Ord. .. „ 1% 165 1 — ; 3 5 10 
Cellenders  .. $5 ee oe 25 15 1 — 10 18 2 
n Pref. oe ee ee 63 64 17/6 3 7 8 7 
Castner. Kellner Tm ee ee 20 17 2; — 712 9 
Crompton Ord. ee ee eo 10 10 18,9 — 14 11 0 
Edison-Swan is „ 10 10 19/6 = Rs 
do. do. 6percent.Deb. .. 6 5 70 — 1 910 
Electrio Construotion ie ee 10 10 | — M 8 6 
Gen. Elec. Prem.. 63 63 — 186 + 6d. 712.5 
do. Ord. m ee ee 10 10 12 — 8 4 8 
Henley oe oe ee eo 936 15 lj; A. ts 10 5 0 
do. 43 Pref.. ee ee ET) 44 $$ 8. — 6 18 Ü 
India-Rubber. . "T m2 ee 10 10 = — 
Met.-Vickers Pref, eo ee eo Tv 8 1t * 8 18 4 
Biemens Ord.. " TH ee eon 10 10 1 — *9 8 3 
Telegraph Con, T se ee 20 90 . 21$ - . E 13 . -8 
i * Dividends paid free of Income Tax, Se Me 
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ON. STATUTORY | BARTHING : : 


By 8. 


(Concluded from page. 101) an" B 


The primary 40 8 1759 ob: the enamel protective coat- 
ing on metal conduit is to shield the ‘metal beneath 
from any outside disturbing influences "which -would 
produce a deteriorating effect on the metal externally 
as well as inside the bore. An excellent provision 
surely, but is it not somewhat inconsistent to deliber- 
ately arid ‘intentionally mutilate splendidly sound 
enamelled conduit by flaying its healthy skin, and 
thereby the more quickly encompassing ifs premature 
decay by providing weak spots in its system extremely 
liable to attack from the many outside disturbing in- 
fluences? Doubtless it will be maintained that a man 
knowing his job will take care that conduit enamel is 
not intentionally damaged by providing a sufficient 
length of threaded surface at a convenient point, say, 
next to a fitting, the earth device being clasped to the 
additional screwed surface of the tubing. This method 
obviously makes a bad joint and, moreover, has other 
objections ; it is well known that a screwed joint should 
always abut right up to the termination of the thread, 
and no bared metal shöuld be left exposed. It’ is dis- 
tinctly. wrong and inimical to its best interests to destroy 
the enamelled surface of conduit und à little con- 
sideration wil show that it is neither necessary 
nor desirable. Formerly the usual method of 
attaching an earth conductor to steel conduit (before 
drawing-in) was to wrap tightly a sufficient num- 
ber of turns of copper wire round the tubing, 
previously tinning the wire and surface' of tube, 
and finally soldering the wrapped joint. A sound joint 
of this kind would be passable, and if finished with a 
coating of enamel would, indeed, leave little room for 
criticism. But to paint over some of the abortive 
arrangements passing as earth devices to-day would 
be simply covering up still more sins. The writer 
is reminded of an amusing incident that occurred some 
twenty odd years ago. An earth connection of the 
sweated kind just described was being made to a biggish 
water main, and although the jointer had been playing 
on the joint for over an hour, he ''couldn't get the 
solder to stick." And no wonder either, for, as was dis- 
covered afterwards—‘‘ the water was on”! It must 


be allowed, however, that such methods of making earth . _ 


connections would be considered rather elaborate and 
too expensive in these competitive days. Still, 
if it were practicable and commercially possible to 
render the earthed system an integral and not readily 
separable part of the conduit or other system, it would 
be an ideal consummation. The writer, for one, 
believes that this laudable object can be achieved with 
the utmost regard to efficiency, and without prejudice 
to due economy. Following somewhat on the lines of 
old-time soldering, iris Nome welding-can be applied 
with success, and it is at- least -surprising that 
this method has not as ve made any advance beyond 
the experimental stage. Even supposing, that welding 
offered insurmountable difficulties -its practical 
applications, another method is available in whieh the 
iuetal conduit system carries its own earthing connection 
integral with the whole, . of unquestionable and un- 
alterable: 100 per cent. conductivity. With this 
method the usual ordinary fittings, slightly modified. 
are employed, which fulfil the dual function of fitting 
proper, and earthing connection. . Hence, it seems 
strange and surprising that ancient and inefficient 
methods continue in use to-day which do not attain the 
object prescribed in thé Regulations. 

. Ironclad (so-called) switch and fuse fittings, pärticu- 
larly of the unit type, are often indifferently: adapted 
for earthing, any hándy point being used to attach the 
earth wire. without due consideration of the suitability 
or otherwise of the frame or case of the fitting: It is 


SOME CRITICISMS. 


LEES. 


„ i dp Du s 

obviously. aot auent to drill aud: n the case -and 
fit any odd size of screw at any casual point; the con- 
'nection -should be, integral with the frame, sound elec- 
ey ds well as mechanically, and all moving parts, 

t.e:, doors, covers, &c., should be- efficiently bondéd to 
the stationary portion of the apparatus. The writer 
has · yet to come across a commercial example of the type 
of gear referred to which complies'with the ltegulations 
in this respect. Again, it às not suffieient to build up 
switch-fuse gear on the (so-called) ‘unit system depend- 
ing upon the natural contact. between tle metal frame- 
work and the fittings. Light rolled sectional iron bar 
as generally used for this purpose should always be 
faced at all points of attachment with earth conductors 
and switch and fuse fittings, the latter, of course, being 
treated likewise. The all too common practice of twist- 
ing thdearth wire around the head of an ordinary wood 
screw, which also serves to hold the fitting in position, 
should be condemned. In quite a number -of makes the 
fittings are provided with earth screws of absurdly 
small proportions and of B.A. type, placed in altogether 
inaccessible positions and, therefore, useless. The Home 
Office Rules are wise ones in this respect, and do not 
overestimate | the R of à good eart connec- 
tion. 

It is becoming quite common to find | no jepara: given 
to the conductance of the earth conductor to the appara- 
tus connected, the rule, or rather misrule, being ap- 
parently to use any casual tag end of scrap stuff which 
happens to be handy. The 50-amperes rule might for 
all intents and purposes be mon-existent, nor does the 
sight of a mazy network of wires seem to excite much 
comment nowadays. Given a goon earth connection, 


roles 
he mene Conduit ond Foncing. 
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ers 


d ciini surely is a straightforward | piece of engineer- 


ing, what could be easier than to effect a sound con- 
nection of 100 per cent. conductivity electrically: and 
mechanically thereto? - 

In dealing with apparatus ad installations of all 
but the very smallest sizes, the writer would advocate, 
with due consideration to the circumstances of each 
individual case, the provision of one or more earth 
connecting points, these being situated as centrally as 
possible in relation to the apparatus connected thereto. 
Preferably made of copper bar or plate of ample capa- 
city, the earth bar would be provided with a sufficient 


number ef connecting points, all contact surfaces being 


accurately faced; the conductors of incoming circuits, 


. if of standard cable,. should.terminate in properly-fitting 
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soldered thimbles having ample contact area. After 
naming, the circuits should be labelled suitably in an 
easily read position. The method referred to has many 
advantages over the usual network of innumerable 
lengths, jointed and otherwise, of multi-sized conductors 
and loop connections as commonly used, and, further, is 
more elastic and less expensive to install than the ‘‘ ring 
main or any of its modifications. The sketch, fig. 7, 
shows in diagrammatic form the arrangement described. 

The indiscriminate use of water pipes for electrical 
earthing purposes, especially on large power systems, is 
open to many objections, and possibly in the not distant 
future their employment as such may be more strin- 
gently regulated than at present. Curiously, very little 
information of an authentic kind concerning the effects 
of electrolysis on underground water and gas-pipe lines 
or other subterranean media liable to attack is readily 
available, the published matter on this interesting sub- 
ject being both scarce and meagre. Rarely are buried 
earth connections examined visually, or even tested, 
until perhaps occasion demands through trouble arising. 
When brought to light the condition of earth plates 
after long service is invariably interesting, and not 
infrequently past unsolved problems become readily ex- 
plained, as likely as not without the aid even of the 
simplest arithmetic. A wider use might with advantage 
often be made of independent earthing apparatus, not 
only the best forms of the conventional earth plate, but 
of the lesser known proprietary devices. A good con- 
nection with ''earth " is often difficult, but not im- 
possible, to attain, and the location should always be 
carefully chosen to ensure as far as possible permanent 
and suitable strata, natural if possible, the earth device 
being preferably sunk upright, and the bedding " 
properly packed, and if artificially maintained, means 
taken to obviate undue mechanical strain being put on 
the earth conductor and connections. 

The time would seem not very far distant when some 
radical change may come about in the methods 
of installing interior wiring at any rate. Metal con- 
duit in its many different forms as used to-day may 


- 


then find its way into the melting pot, so to speak. 
Admittedly the best of the existing methods of enclosing 
wiring, it cannot be denied that screwed steel conduit 
has many inherent disadvantages; it lacks flexibility as 
regards adaptability to existing architectural structures, 
is complicated and unwieldly, and is open perhaps to 
criticism froin an sesthetic point of view. Even with the 
many ingenious devices and accessories provided, the 
system does not facilitate fault-finding, renewals, and 
repairs. Moreover, on the score of first cost, the screwed 
conduit system of to-day is expensive often to a pro- 
hibitive degree. One feels moved to ask: Is not extreme 
mechanical strength for conductor protection somewhat 
of a fetish, and must we perforce always clothe wiring 
with steel? 

The past decade or two has been singularly lacking in 
evolving & really practicable system of wiring on 
original lines, meeting modern requirements efficiently 
and economically. We do not seem to get very far 
beyond the conventional metal tube or some varia- 
tion or other of the lead or alloy-wrapped methods of 
running wires, except the ancient and barbarous 
‘“ open >° method which periodically crops up in re- 
christened guise. The early 'nineties saw the birth of 
various concentric systems, wonderful inventions of 
their kind, and although now obsolete and out of 
fashion, examples are not wanting of their lasting quali- 
ties which are working satisfaetorily to this day. An 
ideal system would seem to lie upon lines at once afford- 
ing safety of working and sufficient and ample internal 
protection to the wiring without the aid of external 
secondary protection. Such a consummation would then 
probably pass from the purview of Regulation 21, or at 
least the decree would undergo considerable revision, 
and thereby be rendered easier of understanding bv 
those who have to work to it. 

The writer has attempted to deal critically with the 
earthing of apparatus from a practical standpoint, and 
has purposely avoided making reference to the special 
Mining Rules, as these hardly come within the range 
of the foregoing notes. 


THE TEMPERATURE LIMITS OF LARGE 


ALTBRNATORS. 


By G. A. JUHLIN, M. i. E. E. 


(Abstract of Paper read before the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS.) 


Report No. 72, by the British Engineering Standards Associa- 
tion, deals comprehensively with the whole of the above sub- 
ject. Comparatively few specifications for electrical plant are, 
however, based on these Rules. It is not uncommon to find 
that the methods of measurement laid down in the Rules are 
adopted, but that the limiting temperatures specified are gener- 
ally very much lower. This may be due partly to the tem- 
perature rises allowed in the Rules being higher than those 
that engineers are familiar with, and partly to a doubt whether 
insulation will safely withstand these temperatures. Experi- 
ence has shown that such doubts are groundless and that mica 
insulation is capable of withstanding considerably higher tem- 
peratures than those laid down in the Rules. 

In considering temperature conditions of the stator, we shall 
neglect the influence of the rotor upon the stator tempera- 
tures. The change in temperature of the different parts of the 
stator with the load, as shown in fig. 1, is typical of large turbo- 
generators with long cores. In machines with short iron 
lengths, the temperature of the stator copper embedded in the 
iron may, at no load, be considerably below the temperature 
of the iron, due to the heat from the latter being conducted 
from the embedded portion to the end windings with a very 
small drop in temperature. Fig. 1 shows that the tempera- 
ture of the iron increases with the load, due to the fact that 
in large turbo-generators the greater portion of the losses 
^aused by the load current is generated in the laminations and 
the surrounding iron, the losses in the copper itself being a 
comparatively small portion of the total load loss. The tem- 
perature rise of the iron at any given load will then be a func- 
tion of the total losses in the iron at this load and of the 
volume of cooling air. 

Figs. 2 and 3 show the conditions obtaining with radial and 
axial ventilation respectivelv. The situation of the hot spot 
changes with the type of ventilation, ‘but it will be 
somewhere in the embedded portion of the winding, unless 
the ventilation of the end windings is abnormally bad. The 


heat will then flow from the hot spot along the conductors 
towards the end windings. The amount of heat to be trans- 
mitted becomes greater towards the ends, due to each unit of 
length generating heat, which must be added to that of the 
preceding part of the conductor. 

The amount of heat generated per unit length is not con- 
stant, on account of the varying temperature of the copper, 
and the temperature drop, therefore, increases very rapidly 
with the length of the conductor. Fig. 4 shows the tem- 
perature gradient for varying lengths and current densities. 
These curves are based on the formula of Prof. Miles Walker 
and also on the assumption that all the heat is conducted 
along the copper. Such large temperature differences do not 
actually exist in practice, as a considerable amount of heat is 
transmitted through the insulation, but the curves indicate 
the comparatively small amount of heat which can be con- 
ducted along the copper without excessive temperature differ- 
ences. 

In calculating these temperatures no account has been taken 
of eddy-current losses. The temperature drop would be 
greater than indicated by the curves if there should be no 
heat transmission through the insulation, and in machines 
with long cores practically all the heat generated in the centre 
of the conductors must pass through the insulation into the 
lamination. In taking into account the losses caused by eddy 
currents, it should not be overlooked that these losses diminish 
with increasing temperature, whereas the normal I?R losses 
increase. Accurate calculations are, therefore, very compli- 
cated and tedious. 

Experimental work has been carried out to determine the 


‘thermal conductivity of different classes of insulation. The 


difüculty in applying the data thus obtained to a completed 
machine lies in the fact that the thermal conductivity depends 
to a great extent upon how tightly the insulation is applied 
on the coils, and on the clearance existing between the out- 
aide of the insulation and the laminations. No definite values 
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which may be applied generally ‘can be given. Tests made 
on complete machines in actual service show that a thermal 
eonductivity of 0.003 to 0.0035 watt per cu. in. per deg. C. 
may be taken as an average figure. These values were ob- 
tained on coils insulated with mica wraps applied under heat 
by a special wrapping machine. Having fixed the value of 
the constant, the temperature drop T= (WXt) / ce, where W= 
watts per sq. in., t—thickness of insulation in in., and c= 
thermal! conductivity. 

To determine the watts per sq. in. it is necessary to in- 
clude the eddy-current losses in the copper, as these may be 
very large if the winding is not properly constructed. For 
this reason it is impossible to judge the rating of & machine 
by simply specifying that the current density must not exceed 
a certain value, because one machine may be run with, say. 
2,000 amperes per sq. in., and yet have a lower temperature 
rise than another machine of similar size having a density 
of only 1,500 amperes per sq. in. Moreover, the proportions 
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Fia. 1.— VARIATIONS IN TEMPERATURE RISE OF DIFFERENT PARTS 
OF A LARGE ALTERNATOR, DUE TO CHANGE IN LOAD. 
Fic. 9.—Ax1IAL TEMPERATURE DISTRIBUTION IN STATOR, WITH 
RADIAL VENTILATION. 


of the slot have considerable influence on the temperature 
rise which will be obtained with a certain current density, so 
that this value is no criterion as to liberality of material in a 
certain design. 

Conaider a slot, fig. 5, and assume that all the heat generated 
in the copper conductors at the centre of the core has to be 
transmitted laterally through the insulation from point A to 
point B. Assume a temperature rise of 40 deg. C. on the 
laminations, as measured on the surface, and allow 10 deg. C. 
for the difference of temperature between the point B and the 
surface of the laminations. If the temperature of the inlet 
air be taken as 15 deg. C, the final temperature of the point 
B will then be 65 deg. C. Assuming the watts per sq. in. of 
surface to be 0.7, and the thickness of the insulation to be 
0.129 in., the temperature drop from a to B would be:— 


=(0°7 x 012)v033 = 28 degrees C; 


the total temperature of point 4 would be 93 deg. C., and the 
temperature rise 78 deg. C. above the cooling air. For a 
10,000-volt machine, we should obtain a temperature drop 
from A to B of 48 deg. C., and a total temperature ut A of 
113 deg. C. The temperature rise would be 98 deg. C. above 
the cooling air. These figures may seem high as compared 
with the conventional figure of 40 deg. C. measured by ther- 
mometer, but in reality they are not in any way excessive, 
for if the temperatures of existing machines were measured 
they would probably be found to be in the neighbourhood of 
these figures, if not higher. 

Higher internal temperatures wil be met with in high- 
voltage machines than in low-voltage ones, if the same sur- 
face temperatures are specified. This has been recognised by 
the British. Engineering Standards Association, and 1t follows 
that higher surface temperatures may be permitted for low- 
voltage machines than is the case for high-tension machines. 
without exceeding the internal temperatures of the latter. In 
addition to the temperature drop through the insulation there 
will be a temperature gradient in the stator laminations, the 
temperature decreasing towards the outer periphery. 

The difference in temperature between the iron at the root 
of the teetb and the outer periphery depends on the losses 
in the laminations, and on the radial depth of the core and 
the system of ventilation adopted. The temperature condi- 
tions of the stator winding in the slot and of the laminations 
as regards the radial direction are shown in fig. 6. 

The thermometer method of temperature measurement is 
the simplest and, so far as surface temperatures are concerned, 
the most reliable. 

A closer approximation of the true internal temperatures 
can be obtained by the use of the increase-of-resistance 
method, which will only indicate the average increase in tem- 
perature of the whole winding, but it will nevertheless give 
a very close indication of the internal temperatures of the 
winding. The discrepancy between the internal temperatures 
ef the copper and those obtained on the external surface is fre- 


Fia. 2. 


obtained by o 


uently lost sight of in preparing specifications, for manu- 
acturers are not infrequently asked to quote for machines 
having a temperature rise of 40 deg. C. as measured by resist- 
ance. Machines built to meet such conditions would be very 
expensive and wasteful as regards material, besides being in- 
efficient on account of their size for a given output as com- 
pared with those built for a higher temperature rise. -The 
margin of safety on such machines would be beyond the re- 
quirements of even ordinary cotton insulation. 

Embedded temperature detectors have received compara- 
tively little attention in this country as a means for deter- 
mining the temperature of machines in commercial operation. 
In America this method has been adopted as a standard, and 
machines are now generally provided with embedded tempera- 
ture detectors during construction. Special instruments are 
provided, so that the temperature of the different parts of a 
machine can be read at any time. Some of the advantages 
from the operating point of view of such an arrangement are 
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FiG. 3.—AXtAL TEMPERATURE DISTRIBUTION IN STATOR, WITH 
AXIAL VENTILATION. 
Fia. 4.—TEMPERATURE Drop FOR DIFFERENT LENGTHS OP 
CONDUCTOR. 


obvious, whereas others are not so apparent. For example, 
consider a machine the stator winding of which is insulated 
with mica on the embedded portion and by fibrous material 
on the ends. The limits for the temperature rise laid down by 
the British Engineering Standards ..-sociation for fibrous in- 
sulation are 55 deg. C. measured by resistance, or 50 deg. C. 
by thermometer, with certain reductions for high voltages, 
and as a portion of the winding is insulated by fibrous ma- 
terial these limits must be applied for a machine insulated as 
described. The temperature rise permitted for mica insula- 
tion is 75 deg. C. by resistance method, but it is not possible 
to take advantage of this higher limit owing to the fact that, 
as the end windings are insulated with fibrous material, the 
temperature rise for the whole winding must not exceed that 
specified for fibrous material. In such a case it would be 
advantageous to measure the temperature rise of each portion 
of the winding independently. 

The effect of short-time overloads is of importance from 
the temperature point of view. Referring to fig. 1 the drop 
of temperature through the insulation increases very di 
with the load ; at the same time, the temperature drop throug 
the iron is increased to some extent. Consider a machine 
required to give 50 per cent. overload for half an hour. Ex- 
perience has shown that the windings reach their maximum 
temperature in less than an hour, starting from cold, and would 
reach a steady temperature due to the overload in well under 
the half-hour, starting hot. The large temperature gradients 
in the insulation and the iron cannot be measured by thermo- 
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meters, but by the use of embedded temperature detectors 
we shall be able to determine very closely the actual tempera- 
ture of the copper, and thus prevent the machine being over- 
heated. Similarly they will enable operating engineers to take 
full advantage of the capacity of a machine and operate it 
up to the ultimate hot-spot temperature permitted for the 
class of insulation employed. When embedded temperature 
detectors are used, the temperature guarantees should be 
based on the total temperature and not on a specific tempera- 
ture rise based on a given air temperature. The advantage 
operating large turbo-alternators on this basis 
deserves consideration. Consider two identical machines, one 
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operating on the basis of a given temperature rise with a 
fixed value for the air temperature. of 40 deg. C., and the 
other on the principle of a maximum total temperature. Ihe 
average air temperature in this country is less than one-Lalf 
of the assumed air temperature of 40 deg. C., and it is 
obvious that we are not taking advantage of the permitted 
temperature limit of the insulation when operating on the 
temperature rise basis. By providing embedded detectors it 
is possible to take full advantage of low cooling-air tem- 
peratures, as readings can readily be taken at any time. 

During the winter months the difference between the actual 
air temperature and the basis temperature will be still greater 
and, when it is considered that the load usually is heavier at 
this time of the year, the advantage is of considerable value 
in augmenting the output of a station at a time of heavy load. 
Taking fig. 4 as a basis, we should reach the maximum per- 
missible temperature rise based on an air temperature of 
4U deg. C. at 115 per cent. full load. Assuming an air tem- 
perature of 15 deg. C., which is, if anything, rather bign for 
the winter months, we should be able to run at 140 per cent. 
full load without exceeding the total temperature on which 
the temperature rise reached at 120 per cent. load was based, 
i.e., 120 deg. C. In operating on the temperature rise basis 
we lose 18 per cent.'of the output the machine would be able 
to give if run up to the limiting total temperature. 

Basing the increase on the average air temperature through- 
out the year, the increase in output would probably be not 
, more than 10 per cent., but even at this figure the saving in 

capital expenditure on a 20,000-kKW set would be very con- 

siderable. The possible increase in output depends largely on 
the design, and the increase in load given above may not al- 
ways be realised, but the air temperature is frequently lower 
than 15 deg. C., and the lower this value the greater 1s the 
increase it is possible to obtain from the alternator. The 
rating of large plunt on tbe basis of ultimate temperature is 
standard practice in America, both for turbo-alternators and 
for water-wheel generators. The practice is also becoming 
eneral in Scandinavia. The thermo-couple is the most satis- 
actory means for measuring internal temperatures, owing to 
the small spaee occupied which makes it possible to measure 
the temperature of any particular spot in a machine. 

A detector placed at the point B, fig 5, between the coil 
and the slot lining, which is generally introduced between the 
coil and the lamination, would indicate a temperature between 
that of the copper and the iron. If it were placed between 
the two coils at the point c, the reading obtained would closely 
approximate to that of the copper itself, for the reason that 
there is practically no heat flow between the two coils, except 
the very small amount which will flow through the edges of 
the packing strip between the two coils. This amount will 
be almost negligible, unless the strip is very thick, and for 
this reason it is desirable to reduce this packing to a mini- 
mum. The temperature at point D will also approximate to 
the copper temperature, although not so closely as at C. A 
certain amount of heat will be transmitted through the wedge, 
but, if this is thick as compared with the coil insulation, the 
drop through the insulation will be comparatively small. By 
providing substantial insulation between the coil and the 
lamination at the bottom of the slot, and placing the detector 
between the strip and the coil at E, we should obtain a tem- 
perature varving but little from the true copper temperature. 
American standard rules specify that, when there are two 
coils per slot, detectors are to be placed between the coils, 
i.e., at C, and if only one coil per slot is used it must be located 
ni the bottom of the slot. It is hoped that operating engi- 
neers will encourage the provision of detectors, and thus put 
manufacturers im a position to gain experience which cannot 
be obtained by running machines light at the works. In- 
sulation which, if not disturbed, would last almost indefinitely, 
would fail very quickly if subjected to vibration or shocks. 


(To be concluded.) 
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(Concluded from p. 127.) 


Keeping the foregoing results in mind, we can now appre- 
Giate a very remarkable development of electron theory which 
has been made in the last few years. Spectrum analysis has 
long been occupied. with the extraordinary complications of 
the radiation emitted bv the various atoms. As a result it 
appears that the frequencies of the lines in a spectrum often 
display curious and exact numerical relations, in the form 
generally involving differences of frequencies of similar lines 
or groups of lines. For instance, the famous Balmer equation 
Frequency gr N (1/n,?—1/n,?) where N=3.20010"* 

gives the frequencies of series. of lines in the hydrogen spec- 
trum. When n, is put equal to 2, and n, to 3, 4, 5 in succes- 
sion, the series of values for v represent the frequencies of 
the lines in the visible spectrum. If n,=3 and n,=4, 5, 6,... 
in succession, we have the frequencies of lines in the infra-red 
(Paschen) and if n,=1, n,=2, 3, 4,..., we have the fre- 


guencis recently shown by Lyman to exist in the ultrs- 
violet. 

Now there is nothing in our older conception of the origin 
of radiation within the atom to give us a clue ss to why 
differences of frequencies should come into these empirical 
though most useful formule. We have pictured to ourselves 
vibrating systems, mechanical or electric, and waves arising 
therefrom. But what connection between masses or electrici- 
ties gives us in any simple way equations involving the 
addition or subtracting of frequencies? We are in a blind 
alley. Let us, therefore, abandon our preconceptions as to 
the origin of those lines which we find in the light spectrum 
and suppose thut here also they arise in the same fashion 
us we actually know that they arise in the cases we have 
considered above. Suppose that the energy of an emission 
of radiation 18 derived from the energy of an electron. It 
may be the only way in which radiation ever does arise, but 
it is not necessary to suppose so much at present. It is 
enough that we carry into the atom the whole process which 
in X-rays and the photo-electric effect we have observed to 
take place in part outside. Suppose that within the atom 
there are certain positions or conditions in which electrons 
may be, each postulating a certain energy content for the 
electron; and suppose that sometimes an electron slips from 
one position to another of lower energy, and that the difference 
in energies is transformed into wave radiation according 
to the same law as before, i.e., energy transferred=h fre- 
quency. Let the energy in these states be Nh,; Nh/2*: 
Nh/3*; &c., and so on. Then Balmer’s is accounted for and 
the other series at the same time, and the peculiar form ot 
these equations. 

What may these states be? Why not, as Bohr suggests, 
so many different orbits in which electrons can move round 
the central positive nucleus in the atom, the nucleus whose 
sure existence Rutherford has established? At one time if 
we had presumed the existence of these orbits we should 
have been inclined to connect them with the direct emission 
of radiation, and the frequency of that radiation would be the 
number of revolutions in a second. But now, we assume 
these orbits to persist without radiation, and that radiation 
arises where the electron steps from one orbit to another; 
moreover, the frequency of the issuing radiation is deter- 
mined by the simple rule, frequency is equal to change 
of electron energy divided by k. We are not picturing any 
new process here, or evolving new ideas to fit awkward facts; 
we are supposing a process to exist in one place which we 
already know to exist in another. 

It is à very remarkable fact that the number N is equal 
to 271 me /n within small errors of experiment. Spectrum 
measurements show that N is equal to 3.29033 & 10“ and 
21 me /n is equal, taking the most recent determination 
of m, e, and h, to 3.299 X10". An electron revolving about 
the central positive nucleus of a hydrogen atom (having 
a positive charge), and possessing the amount of energy 
Nh or 271 *me*[h^ moves with a velocity 2 x e and has an 
angular momentum equal to k / 2 1. The electron if it moves 
in the next ring does so with an angular momentum 2h/2 m 
and so on. We can, therefore, following Bohr, define the 
necessary separate states as those of motion in circular orbits in 
which the angular momentum is an integral multiple of h/2 m. 
The simplicity of these expressions 1s very attractive. But 
the matter is far from ending here. During the last few 
years Bohr and Sommerfeld have led an inquiry into the 
possibilities of this theory which have led to very remarkable 
results. These are due to a slight modification in the original 
conception. The different circular orbits which Bohr first 
pictured have become groups of orbits fixed by laws which 
are somewhat arbitrary, but not without foundation. A 
group contains a limited number of orbits in which the elec- 
trons may move, and each group corresponds to one of tlie 
original circular orbits. Some of the orbits in each group 
are elliptical. It appears that the energy of the electron 
would be the same in all the orbits of any one group were 
it not that when an electron moves in an ellipse its velocity 
is not always the same. Now a fast-moving electron shows 
a Variation 1n mass when its speed alters, and this does affect 
slightly the energy of the orbit. Consequently, the electron 
that steps from an orbit belonging to one group to an orbit 
belonging to another group may part with an amount of 
energy which is not always exactly the same. ‘The frequency 
of the consequent radiation may, therefore, have two or more 
values differing slightly from each other; the single spectruin 
line is doubled or trebled. This is what Sommerteld calls the 
'" fine structure of the lines. 

Now there is far more than mere speculation in this. The 
formula which Sommerfeld gives as the result of an analvsis 
which is as reasonable as can be expected, does more than 
account for known effects; it has predicted the existence of 
numerous lines, and even their intensities, and the predic- 
tions have been verified by experiment in the most remark- 
able way. The story is told in Sommerfeld’s work on * Atom- 
building "; a story of the work of himself, Bohr, and others 
during the last six years or so. l 

We see that in this fundamental inquiry into the nature 
and properties of radiation, the electron plays a very direct 
and important part. Our eyes are designed to detect waves, 
not electrons, and so our first attention is directed to radiation 
in wave form. But we now find that radiation energy may 
alternatively be carried by electrons, and that many things 
become clearer when we appreciate this fact. We can only 
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make further progress in our understanding of radiation. 
and indeed in our understanding of the electron, by getting 
to know more about the reciprocal conversion of one form 
of energy into the other, since evidently it is one of the most 
frequent and most fundamental operations in nature. 

So far our conception of the structure of an atom would 
consist of a positive nucleus, and electrons attached thereto 
in the same way; with the further idea that the energy 
attached to these electrons can only have certain definite 
values. Bohr assumes that they have these values because 
they can move round the core in certain orbits only; and 
Sommerfield enlarges this idea as alreudy explained. But, of 
course, this can only be a partial picture of the whole atomic 
structure. The atom so conceived cannot fill the part re- 
quired of it in the building of molecules and crystals. 

When we come to examine these structures we find atoms 
attaching themselves to each other through the action of 
forces which cannot always be considered as acting from 
centre to centre. For instance, the arrangement of the carbon 
atoms in a diamond, as recently determined by X-ray methods, 
is such that every atom 1s at the centre of gravity of four 
others, arranged round it in tetrahedral fashion. ‘lhe repre- 
sentation of an atom by a smooth sphere and nothing more 
would be in agreement with the idea that the properties of 
the atom in any one radial direction are exactly the same 
as in any other radial direction, and that any forces between 

two atoms are between centre and centre. For instance, it 

has been suggested by Born and Laudé that the force between 
two atoms may be of the form a/r/—b/r ., This gives an 
attraction at great distances and a repulsion at small dis- 

tances, so that the atoms close up together but stay at à 
certain distance apart as if they possessed surfaces which 

pressed together. But if that were the case, the carbon atoms 

would pack themselves together more closely than they do. 
A&a matter of fact, just twice as many atoms could be packed 
into any volume as there are already there. We must con- 
clude that there are definite sub-centres of. force on the 
outskirts of the atom; and that in the carbon atoms of which 


the diamond is composed there are four such sub-centres' 


arranged symmetrically, that is to say, in tetrahedron fashion 
round the core. | 

Must not these sub-centres be electrons? And if so, must 
«e not take them to be circulating in small orbits about a 
local centre? Or, perhaps, as Parson has suggested, the 
electron is ring shaped, the electricity revolving round the 
axis of the ring. In this way we should have. electromag- 
netic forces to link the atoms together. . | 

It is very interesting to observe that in any case the carbon 
atoms in the diamond are not all oriented in exactly the 
same way. Taking a cleavage or tetrahedral plane as that 
of reference. half the atoms will be pointing towards the 
plane and their neighbours will be pointing away. This 
ought to make a difference to the X-ray spectra; and it has 
been looked for at various times, but without success. Lately, 
however, the iinprovement in the X-ray spectrometer has been 
considerable, and I now have no difficulty in finding the 
expected eflect. It is clear, I think, that the carbon atom 
in the diamond is to be represented zs to its properties by 
a tetrahedron; and that the atom has different properties in 
different directions, or, as the chemist would say, has directed 
valencies. There can be little doubt that this is so in all 
atoms. The suggestion is that some of the electrons are tied 
down fo certain regions on the surface, and that not all, if 
indeed any of them, are at all times revolving round the 
central core. 

When atom joins up to atom it is these sub-centres that 
are at work: and since atom to atom and again atom to atom 
make in the end the crystal, and since the crystalline struc- 
ture is the basis of all solid structure, and is fundamentally 
concerned with the strength of materials and their temper 
and all their physical properties, it is easy to see how great 
is this minute study of the electron. poc m | a 

If this conception of fixed electrons seems to clash with 
the orbital motions of Bohr and Sommerfeld, we must remem- 
.ber that the clash is between two pictures both of which 
are, we know, imperfect. We may expect that on the next 
occasion when a lecturer tries to tell you what advance has 
been made in the study of electrons some of these contradic- 
tions will have disappeared. Whether this is so or not, L am 
sure of this, that in the attempt to realise the properties of 
nature's unit. the electron, we are working in the true 
direction towards an understanding of the great problems 
of radiation, and of materal structure. 


REVIEWS. 


The Electricity (Supply) Act, 1919, with Noter. Bv W. S. 
Kennepy, Barrister at Law. Pp. 96. London: Electrical 
Review, J.td. Price 3s. 6d. net. 


Tats is a small book giving the text of the Act with con. 
.venientlv arranged footnotes and comments. The author, in 
the preface, states that the Act appears to be an honest 
attempt to get rid of obsolete barriers and to bring together 
those responsible for the supply of energy so that it can 
be more freely and easily created and distributed '’; and he 
later states, When the legislature, not content humbly to 
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pave the way for the scientist and practical engineer to tread, 
Ventures to attempt creation on its own account, the result 
is sometimes not harmful because it is ludicrous.” The at- 
tempt to provide cheap electrical energy by Act of Parliament 
18 one beside Which Canute's task was a hopeful one.“ 

The notes in the book follow each section, and they are 
more useful and intelligible to the lay reader than is the case 
with many legal works. The reviewer's notes are bracketed. 

Section 1 ot the Act deals with the Commissioners and their 
powers. The author points out that it is the first ot the 
Electric Lighting Acts which recognises the value of electricity 
'" supply for purposes other than illumination; also that the 
Act does not point out the source from which the Commis- 
sioners' office and other expenses are to be paid, and it is pre- 
sumed that these will be paid by the industry generally. (It 
is to be hoped in the interests of the industry that the stall 
will not be extended like that of the rest of the Transport 
Ministry, otherwise the fees will have to be much greater than 
those found necessary, under somewhat similar circumstances, 
by the French Government.) 

Section 2 provides that the powers of the Board of Trade 
under the Electric Lighting Acts may be exercised through 
the Commissioners, and it 1s pointed out that by Section 39 
of the new Act, by Order in Council, the powers shall be 
transferred to the Transport Ministry, which can apparently 
refer matters to the Commissioners or not as it thinks fit. 
Section 3 gives power to the Commissioners to conduct experi- 
ments. (In France a Committee supported by electricity 
supply authorities and manufacturers, with the assistance of 
the Government, 1s at present conducting experiments regard- 
ing the construction and ageing of high-pressure insulators; 
similar experiments would be of great value here.) 

Section 4 enables one or more Committees to be appointed 
by the Commissioners to advise and assist on matters con- 
nected with development and supply, the members being 
drawn from "Joint Electricity Authorities," authorised 
undertakings, or other specially qualified persons. (It is to 
be hoped that sound business men and not popular political 
busybodies will be asked to assist on such a Committee.) 

Section 5, dealing with the reorganisation of supply, 18 one 
of the most unportant in the Act, as it deals mainly with 
authorities and areas of supply. The notes on this section 
are of a detailed and useful character. It is pointed out that 
Sub-section 3, if the Commissioners do not approve of any 
scheme, empowers them to evolve one of their own; but that 
an undertaking cannot be transferred to a Joint Authority 
without the consent of the owners except by means of an 
indirect method through the use of Section 24, which will 
be noted later, i 

By Section 6 representative Joint Electricity Authorities, 
with wide powers, may be set up in districts, the members 
being drawn from local bodies and large consumers: Notes 
extending to four pages are given regarding the powers of 
Joint Electricity Authorities. Past obstacles to co-operation 
are pointed out, especially the Electric Lighting (Clauses), Act, 
1599, which practically prohibited the associating of local 
authorities and companies." (In France, for example, where 
somewhat comparable conditions exist, it has been recognised 
that the advantage of co-operation by suppliers outweighs 
the dangers of electricity '' combines," even where the bulk 
of the electricity supply is in the hands of companies.) The 
new Act removes this obstacle. Some useful proposals re- 
garding the formation of Joint Authorities are given in the 
notes. The author states that there are three practicable 
schemes: Where the authority takes ovet the whole of the 
undertakings; where it generates. but does not distribute; and 
where it distributes only. The scheme does not allow of the 
taking over of part of an undertaking except with the con- 
sent of the owners. A transfer to the authority can take place 
on agreed terms, but the source of the fund from which the 
price is to be paid is not stated. Apparently no compensation 
is to be given to directors of companies for loss of fees on 
transfer to an authority. (This policy differs from that 
adopted when the London water supply companies ‘were dis- 
solved on the formation of the London Water Board; perhaps 
if company directors formed a trade union and made a noise, 
their claims would be considered.) . 

Section 7 deals with the confirmation of schemes which. 
must be subject to a resolution of Parliament. By Section 8 
it shall be the duty of the authoritv to provide a " cheap and 
abundant supply of electricity.” In the notes it is rightly 
pointed out that the cost of electricity will be largely deter- 
mined by the cost of fuel and labour, though it is stated that 
the substitution of modern systems and the scrapping of obso- 
lete plant may produce considerable economies and that the 
removal of legislative restrictions may lead to a more abun- 
dant supply. (In this connection it is not usually remem- 
bered that owing to the enormous capital cost of new plant as 
compared with old, and the high capital charges therefore in- 
volved, the advantages of scrapping old plant are not as great 
as would appear at first sight.) | e 

Section 9 deals with the powers of a Joint Electricity Autho. 
rity .to acquire any generating station.” (In Section 36 of 
the Act. which is devoted to definitions, that of a '* generating 
station and that of a "private generating station“ are 
given, and apparentlv the former includes the latter. so it 
looks as if. an authority can take over a private generating 
station by agreement.) Section 10 deals indirectly with 
liability for nuisancé. In Section 11 the establishment or 
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extension of public or private generating stations or main 
transmission lineseis dealt with, and also the supply and 
sale of surplus power. It is pointed out that it is not com- 
petent for existing statutory undertakings to purchase or in- 
stall new plant without the consent of the Commissioners, 
and further that in the event of the sale of surplus power the 
prices to be charged must be thosé& which the Commissioners 
think fit and proper. (The powers of the Commissioners in 
this section are distinctly arbitrary, and as there is a fashion- 
able bias in official circles against private enterprise, it 18 not 
altogether desirable that such powers should be exercised with- 
out the right of appeal to the Law Courts.) 

Section 15 deals with condensing water; the utilisation of 
water power, waste heat, and other forms of energy; the 
erection of by-product plant; and the handling of residual 
products. By this section it appears that power gas, low-pres- 
sure steam, or even hot water could be supplied by a voint 
Authority. (It might be noted that in the Ruhr Valley in 
Germany power gas from coke ovens is being distributed 
through many miies of mains over a large area, to the ma- 
terial relief of railways, and this is probably a very economical 
form of distribution of heat energy.) 

Section 16 deals with the compensation of officials for loss 
of employment or variation of conditions due to the transter 
of any undertakings under an improvement scheme. By 
Section 17 a Joint Authority, before exceeding some prescribed 
capital expenditure, must obtain permission of the Commis- 
sloners and submit plans and estimates. In Section 18 per- 
mission is given to the Board of 1rade during the transition 
period to construct any generating station or transmission line, 
and exercise the powers of a Joint Electricity Authority to the 
capital cost, if required, of twenty million pounds. Useful 
notes are given regarding this section. (Considering the policy 
recently adopted by the ‘Transport Ministry regarding the 
Severn power scheme, it is to be hoped that this permission 
will not lead to the duplication and multiplication of officials.) 

Section 19 gives powers by which, during the transition 
period, two or more undertakers may mutually assist one 
another. The notes point out that this removes one of the 
oldest and most vexatious restrictions to electricity supply. 
Section 21 practically removes the right of veto by local bodies 
to the construction of overhead lines. (It is to be hoped that 
the Electricity Commissioners will show more sympathy in 
this respect than the Board of Trade did not so long ago. 
Perhaps in case of doubt Mr. Pearce, of Manchester, might 
now be willing to assist.) Section 22 provides facilities for 
wayleaves over any land except gardens, across or along any 
rallway or canal, subject in cases of dispute to the approval 
and conditions of the Board of Irade. 

Section 23 allows a Joint Electricity Authority or any local 
municipal or urban supply undertaking to let out on hire 
wiring. fittings, and apparatus, but not to manufacture or sell 
the same unless expressly authorised. Section 24 deals with 
the powers of the Commissioners to alter the type of current, 
frequency and pressure of supply to be employed by an under- 
taking. It is pointed out that this is one of the few com- 
pulsory powers in the Act. (In the past undertakers have 
spent large sums in capital and maintenance for rotary sub- 
stations required for the supply of direct current in areas dis- 
tant from generating stations; presumably this clause will 
facilitate the supply of three-phase energy to customers.) 

Section 22, sub-sections 4 and 5, and Section 25 deal with 
the protection of lines controlled by the Postmaster-General, 
the existing law being confirmed. (In view of the develop- 
ments which have taken place regarding power transmission, 
the preference given to the Postmaster-General should be 
abolished, and the unfair action taken in the recent case of 
the P.M.G. v. The Blackwood and Fleetwood Tramroad Co. 
shows that he is anxious to claim his legal rights. Electricity 
supply is as much a public utility as the telegraph or the 
telephone system, and where interests clash they should be 
decided, not by any statutory preference, but by balance of 
public convenience. The time is past when the Post Office 
should demand that its rights should be enforced and con- 
tinued under Acts drafted before electric power was thought 
of. The claims of the Post Office should stand on their own 
technical merits; in these days any favoured position de- 
manded by a local or national bureaucracy is a confession of 
weakness 1f not incompetence.) 

Section 96 deals with provisional and special orders, the 
veto of local authorities being practically removed. Section 27 
deals with statistics, 28 with finance, and 29 with expenses of 
the Commission. The remaining clauses of the Act are com- 
paratively unimportant. (As with the housing question, it 
may be very much easier to make programmes than to find 
money and get work carried through, and while the Act re- 
moves many obstructions and gives many facilities, improve- 
ments will probably have to take place regarding interest on 
ae output of labour before very much can be done 
under it. 

The book is well printed, although it would have been easier 
to refer to if a different print or width of column had been 
used for the explanatory notes. Many legal beoks have been 
. written which are little more than reprinted Acts of Parlia- 
ment with the help of a little '' scissors and paste," but in 
this book the notes have the merits of being useful and some- 
-what original in style. The book should be on the shelves of 
lawyers and laymen who are interested in electricity supply. 


T. R. 


.made in England eompared with that 


EXTRA-HIGH-TENSION DISTRIBUTION BY 
UNDERGROUND CABLE. 


DSSCUSSION AT NEWCASTLE-ON-TY NE. 


AT Newcastle-on-Tyne, on January 24th, Mr. R. O. Kapp's 
paper on the above subject, which was abstracted in our 
issue of December 17th, was discussed before the NonrH- 
EASTERN CENTRE of the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 

Mr. G. L. PORTER opened the discussion, and said that 
their cables had been laid with & view to the future, but 
that future was with them now. He drew attention to the 
statement by the author that the principal point on which 
the e.h.p. distribution differed from l.p. distribution was that 
in the former case the limit to the capacity of the cables was 
almost always set by heating, whereas in the latter case it 
was more usually determined by voltage drop. In that 
district they frequently came up against voltage drop, 
but not heating, and that would seem to be what they might 
expect from Mr. Kapp's suggestion that cables not larger 
than 0.075 in. should be used because the heating was so 
much greater with larger cables. The contention that the 
cost of cable per kVA transmitted was less the higher the 
voltage was true, assuming that the cable was fully loaded, 
otherwise they would have to take into account other factors. 
Mr. Kapp suggested that the highest pressure at which they 
could sell power was 6,600 volts, but the speaker did not 
regard that figure as sufficiently high, for in that district 
power was sold at up to 20,000 volts. Referring to the cost 
of e.h.p. transmission in bulk, he suggested that the cost 
of step-down transformers should be taken into account. He 
drew attention to the illustration of the cost per kVA per 
mile and said it was rather a peculiar curve, because it looked 
as if it were approaching the horizontal. As a matter of 
fact, if the line were continued in a larger section it would 
start to rise. 

Mr. TowNLEY took some figures given by Mr. Kapp to be 
an argument against ''super-stations." He showed some 
figures which made the charges for sinking fund and interest 
almost equal to the cost of coal. Mr. Kapp said that a supply 
undertaking would have to include in the average charge per 
unit a figure which might be as low as U.0dd., or as high as 
0.22d., to cover capital charges on e.h.p. distribution, and 
for very large power schemes it might be considerably higher; 
by comparison it might be hoped that the cost for very large 
power schemes might be 0.25d. per unit. Taking coal at 
30s. per ton, not an unreasonable charge now, it worked 
out at 1.75d. per unuit. Was it the unit at the busbars, or the 
unit that was sold, that was taken as à basis in those 
calculations? In many areas the water supply decided the 
position of the station; water was often supreme in import- 
ance. 

Mr. C. TuRNBULL pointed out that the location of the station 
was not only interesting, but important. Often when they 
were laying out a scheme they did not really know whence 
the load was coming, but the station was placed on a site 
that was thought to be suitable, and then someone came 


along and built works in close proximity. Speaking of the 
amount of copper in a cable, he said that at present the cost 
of laying and reinstating cables was very serious, and they 
might be justified in putting in more than they really needed 
for the time being. ‘The heating of cables was much the 
same as the heating of transformers, &c. The speaker criti- 
cised the ''clover leaf cable; the design was a complete 
mistake, it was not much cheaper and carried, in his opinion, 
less current; the conductors were far too close together, and 
they could not get rid of the heat in any way. With regard 
to tariffs, for consumers, he supposed that all had felt in the 
past that they had no right to penalise the consumer Just 
because he did not happen to be situate near the power 
station. At first it seeined just that they should get off any 
extra charge, especially persons building works, but he 
thought they might come to the point where they would 
have to create a tariff according to the cost of supply. At 
the same time he suggested that putting down a power 
station in such a site as would enable works to be built 
around it was a point worthy of consideration. 

The CuairMAN (Mr. J. R. Beard) explained that the present 
state of affairs called for the greatest possible economy in 
their work. It was almost impossible to get money at reason- 
able rates; therefore, they had to use to the fullest extent 
the plant they had.. He spoke of the high cost of apparatus 
made in Switzerland. 

Mr. R. O. Karr, in his reply, said he was not in favour of 
“ super-stations '’; they got the cheapest electricity where 
the plant installed was about 100,000 kW, that was, takin 
the cost of cables and other capital charges into account. 
they got much beyond 100,000 kW there was generally great 
additjonal cost for distribution, &c. 
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NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS AND PLANT. 


Readers are invited to submit particulars of new or improved devices and apparatus, which will be published 
if considered of sufficient interest. 


The Radbore Drill Head. 


The following brief description of the Radbore drill head, 
which is an attachment for drilling square holes, and is being 
placed on the market by THE LaNsToN MONOTYPE CORPORATION, 


LD., of 43, Fetter Lane, E.C. 4, will be of general interest. 


After mounting the head, a simple operation consisting of 
clamping the head to the column of a milling machine, a 
drill of the required size is set in the jaws of the head and 
properly adjusted. "The drilling of the square hole is done in 
only one operation and differs from that of drilling round holes 
in that the work is advanced against the drill. o different 
sized heads are made, each ing à certain range of drills, 
and so arranged that the Nos. 4 and 5 heads together take all 
drills from à in. to 2 in. inclusive. Any hole drilled by the 
Radbore head may extend through the material, or may be of 
any desired depth with a flat bottom. Such work neither 
requires additional appliances nor consumes extra time.. The 
drills are of two classes, one of which drills holes with sharp 
corners, fig. 1, and the other holes with filleted corners, fig. 2; 
the radius of the fillet is one-eighth the size of the hole. The 
life of these drills is exceptionally long, as all sharpening is 
done on the end; the flutes are never ground and therefore 
the size of the hole is never reduced. After the work required 
has been finished, the head can be removed and the machine 
put on other work. In the case of rectangular holes there is 
very little difference in the operations as compared with drill- 


Fics. 1 AND 2.— DIAGRAMS 
REPRESENTING DRILL HFADS. 


its entering direction. For square holes with rounded corners 
the shank and drill are of the same size and made in one 
piece (fig. 3). Note the outline of the shank in this case 
and the four points of contact 1, 2, 3, and 4, which are always 
present at any stage of the revolution of the drill. 


The “Trump” Electric Soldering Iron. 


In the case of electric soldering irons as commonly designed 
for from 200 to 250 volts the attempt is made to concentrate 
all the resistance necessary for the circuit in the heating 
element itself. The result is that the heat generated within 
the iron is in excess of that which it can radiate away, con- 
sequently the temperature of the iron is continually rising 
during use until, if left in circuit long enough, the fusion 
point is reached, and in any case the element is being over- 
run all the time, shortening its life. In the case of the 
"Trump " iron, which is a new product of the ARDEA 
VULCANISER SYNDICATE, LTD., of 318, King Street, Hammer- 
smith, W.6, for the above-mentioned range of voltage either 
two irons may be used in series or an external resistance may 
be permanently placed in the circuit. The resistance is 
contained in a neat case which can be fixed to the wall or 
may stand upon the bench; it is shown in fig. 4, and is 
claimed to be a fool-proof device, there being no need to 
place the iron on a special stand or to actuate a switch. The 
iron becomes hot in a few minutes, and all the excessive 


Fic. 3.—RADBORE DRILL HEAD. 


Fic. 4.—'' Trump " SOLDERING IRON OUTFIT. 


ing a square hoie. Either the drill is fed across the stock (for 
soft metals) or two holes are drilled overlapping one another. 
Hub keyways may be drilled from the end as there is no 
tendency for the drill to be led off, that is, half holes may be 
drilled as readily as square ones. The basic feature of the 
“ Radbore " principle is that of cost reduction, and a skilled 
mechanic is not required to set the head. Proper sharpening 
of Radbore drills is absolutely essential; the three cutting 
edges must lie in one plane and meet in the centre at the 
proper angle. Sharpening is simple when the drill is held at 
the proper angle, and a special vice can be supplied, the jaws 
of which will hold either round or oblong stock, and the vice 
can be clamped on any standard milling machine table. 

For cutting square holes with sharp corners line D 
represents the square opening in the chuck jaw (fig. 2); 
lne F is the outline of the shank of the drill—note con- 
tacts 1, 2, 3, and 4: H is the hole being cut, and 
t is the cutting blade. The sharp corner is possible 
because the centre of the rounded one of the three corners 
of F is at o, exactly in line with one of the cutting edges of 
the blade £. This means that one of the three cutting edges 
finishes the periphery of the square hole. The cutting edge 
is led in straight lines parallel with the sides of D, and at each 
corner is pivoted about itself, leading out at right angles to 


loading is carried by the resistance. For 100/110.volts the 
element takes safely the whole loading and the external re- 
sistance 18 not required. The heating element is easily replace- 
able; after removing the three screws on the iron (two of 
which are visible in fig. 4) a new element (also shown) can 
be slipped in right away. The elements are not of the usual 
construction, inasmuch as mica is only used as auxiliary 
insulation, and then in such a manner as to make no severe 
demands on it. The first layer of heating ribbon is wound on 
a solid porcelain cylinder, the second layer being separated 
from the first by porcelain strips. Fig. 4 depicts the light- 
weight iron, the weight of the tool complete being just under 
1 lb. The copper bit is drawn down from 1 in. bar, and 
stands out 5 in. from the chamber containing the element 
terminals. The total length of the iron is 14 in., and the 
weight of the resistance case about 1.5 lb. On a 100-volt 
circuit the iron is connected direct to the mains and takes 


2.7 amps.. that is. 270 watts; the heavy-weight iron on a 
. 200/250-volt circuit has a loading of 540 watts on the circuit. 


half of this, however, is expended in the external resistance 
or in the second iron when two are wired in series, giving 


‘the actual loading of each iron as 270 watts, which makes 


the bit just red hot when seen in the dark; the element. is 
identical for all voltages. 
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1921. 


1,293. '' Determining distances by wireless 
January 10th. (Germany, December 15th, 1919.) 

1. . Kelays, and synchronised clocks, &c., operated thereby." Soc. Anon 
des Aieliers Brune Freres, January loth. (Belgium, December 13th, 1918.) 

1.384. Means for extinguishing arcs.” Schweitzer & Conrad: January 
Jorn, (United States, September 18th, 1916.) 

1.486. Crystal. detector tor wireless telegraphy." A. 
ary Unh. (France, November 13th, 1919.) 

1,005. '' Electrically-heated boilers.” E. Meystre: January 10th. (Germany, 
December Sth, 1918.) 

1,0412. '' High ohmic resistance.” 
November 27th, 1919.) 1 8 : , 
| 1,616. “ Electric ignition apparatus for internal combustion engines.“ F. L. 
Madler. January 10th. (Germany, May. 7th, 1919.) 
1.033. Electric welding.” R. Mack. January 10th. 
bth, 1919.) . SN 

1,0029. '' Strengthening electric oscillations by incandestent. cathode tubes.” 
Dr. E. F. Huth Ges. January 10th. (Germany, March 22nd, 1919.) 

1,639. *' Apparatus for production of undamped oscillations for telegraphy, 
&c." Dr. E. F. Huth Ges, and B. Rosenbaum. January 10th. (Germany, 
July 24th, 1919.) UL x 

1.649. Telephone installations." Siemens & Halske Akt.-Ges, 
JOth. (Germany, November 18th, 1916.) 

1,653. Device for electrically recording or reproducing motions.” H. 
Meusser and E. Waltz. January 10th. (Germany., December 22nd, 1919.) 

1,004. '' Device for working power installations."  Siemens-Schuckertwerke. 
January 10th. (Germany, December 12th, 1919.) 

1,674. Telephone indicators for central batteries." F. Mostovoy. Januac- 
th. (France, January 9th, 1920.) 

1.678. Control of electric motors." Soc. des Ateliers de Constructions 
Electriques du Nord et de l'Est. January 10th. (France, December. 13th, 
1918.) " ; , ee 
1.679. Electric systems of ship propulsion, &c.'" Soc. des Ateliers de 
Constructions Electriques du Nord et de l'Est.. January 1Uth. (France, May 
25th, 1915.) . i 
| 1,688. Visible representation of, electric signals.“ Neufefdt & Kuhne. 
January 10th. (Germany, May 12th, 1919.) b i | 

1.709. *'' Electric lamps for vehicles." G. Hookham and Kynoch, Ltd. 
January llth. 

1.720. '' Sparking plugs." 
29th, 1920.) 

1.740. Swivellin 
conductor." F. H. 


telegraphy.” W. Burstyn. 


Bonnelont. Janu- 
F. Krüger. January 10th. (Germany, 


(German y, November 


January 


P. D. Peterson. January llth. (Sweden, June 
shoe collector for collecting electric power from overhead 


riggs. January llth. 


1,748. '' Electric ceiling roses. J. Y. Fletcher and F. G. Quance. January 
llth. 

1,749. “ Electric terminal coupliags.“ W. J. Polyblank. January lith. 

1,750. *' Plug-and-socket electric couplings." W. J. Polyblank. January 
llth. ; l i 

1.792. Manufacture of telephone cables." C. F. Street and Johnson & 


Phillips, Ltd. January 11th. 

1.795. Incandescent electric lamps." 

1,803. '' Electric incandescent lamps.” January IIth. 

1,829. “ Apparatus for electric ignition of flash powders." M. S. Dawson 
and J. G. Whittle. January 12th. 
1.844. Well globe fittings for electric lamps." T. I'ons and Veritys, Ltd. 

January 12th. 

1,845. * Wall fittings for electric lamps." T. l'ons and Veritys, Ltd. 

January 12th. 

1,870. Automatic electric light switches." A. G. E. Electric Motors Ltd., 
Crompton & Co., Lid., W. F. Jones, and H. C. Waters. January 12th. 

1,891. “ Means for preventing sagging of heating elements of electric 
fires." J. Y. Fletcher and R. J. H. Hill. January 12th. 
. Platinum alloys." British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. January 
12th. (United States, March Sth, 1914.) 

1.934. Means for unlocking magnetically locked lamps." C. Dawson and 
Davis & Son (Derby), Ltd. January 13th. 


F. Harrison. January llth. 


J. V. Ramsden. 


1.943. Electromagnetic accumulator charging switch.” J. Taylor. 
January 13th. 
1.960. Telephone transmitters, microphones, &c." S. Hockly. January 


13th. 

1,985. “ Step-by-step electrical motors.“ 
January 13th. 

1.986. Step-by-step electrical motors." 
Carslake. January 13th. 

1.989. Electric gas lamps with glow discharge." Studien. Ges. für Elck- 
trische Leuchtrohren. January 13th. (Germany, June 16th, 1920.) 

2,016. ‘ Single deck tramcars." W. E. Hall. January 13th. 

2.017. Tramway vehicles." W. E. Hall. January 13th. 

2.018. Current regulator for automobile headlights." H. E. Wallace. 
January 13th. 

2.032. Means for electrically indicating vacant seats in theatres, &c."’ 
D. L. Robertson, R. Robertson, and R. C. Robertson. January 14th. 

2.071. Apparatus for recording calls made by telephone subscriber.“ E. 
Webb and H. J. Webb. January 14th. 

2,080. '' Devices for sparkless disconnection of inductive resistance." F. 
Krupp Akt.-Ges. January 14th. (Germany, February 12th, 1920.) 

2.081. “ Electrical switches." Electrical Improvements, Ltd., and R. W. 
Gregory. January 14th. 

2.084. Device for recording telephone calls." H. A. Levens. January 


A. P. Addison and C. R. Payne. 
A. P. Addison and J. F. B. 


* Means for registering telephone calls.“ G. C. & G. C. N. Beall. 


January. 14th. 

2.096. '' Apparatus for controlling and regulating electric currents." A. W. 
Sharman. * January 14th. 

2,098. “ Means for recording telephone calls.“ Sir C. C. Allom, S. Fisher, 
and O. V. Sigurdsson. January 14th. 

2,110. * High- frequency telegraphy and telephony over wires." Ges. für 
Drahtlos Telegraphie. January láth. (Germany. January 16th, 1920.) 

2.112/3/4. '' Resistance switches for controlling intensity of electric currents.“ 
J. Watkinson. January 14th. 

2,116. ‘ Electric conductors." G. M. von Hassel. January 14th. 

2,118. “Sparking plugs." P. Gueniffey. January 14th. 

2.134. Telemeters." J, H. L'A. Lund. January 15th. 
16th. 1920.) . 

2.165. '' Lighting gas fires bv means of electricity.” W. L. D. Gundry 
and Lord & Shand, Ltd. January löth. | 


(Norway, January 


2.176. “ Flywheel magneto and electric lighting generator." A. H. Dye 
and F. W. Lucas. January 15th. 
2.204. Holders for incandescent electric lamps," A. Armstrong. January 


15th. 
9,007. “Submarine sound transmitters.” 
(Germany, January 15th, 1920.) 

2.245. Suspension of train-lighting dynamos.™ British Ligbting & Igni- 
tron Co, Ltd., and J. Etchells. January 17th. 

22609. '"Carrving out electrochemical gmas reactions.” 
(ses. January 17th. (Austria, July 19th, 1917.) i l 
2,974. . “ Variable resistances." British Thomson-Hauston Co.. Ltd. (General 
Electric Co.) and General Electric Co. January l7th. 

2,298, '' Mereury vapour rectifiers combined with mechanical current in- 


H. Simmacher. January 15th. 


Elektrosynthese 


* terrupters." Akt -Ges. Brown, Boveri et Cie., January 17th., (Switzerland, 
January 31st, 1920.) ste 
Soc. le Basalte. January 17th. 
VEO January 28rd, 1920.) 


2299, „ Insulators for electric fines." 
i 2.307. “Insulators for conductor rails, c. W. H. Meyrick. January 
7th. 


THE ELECTRI 


Josch. July 8th, 1919. (146,843.) 


'potitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. 


, tric motors. 


50,748.) 
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“Time switches." E. J. Piper. January 17th. 
2.405. Electric junction boxes." Fb. Cox. January 18th. 


2,379. “ Balancing ocean cable systems.” Westera Union Telegraph Co. 
January l8th. (Unid States, January 28th, 1920). 
2,359. * Electric cooking and heating devices.“ Falkirk Iron Co., Ltd., 


and A. R. Wood. January 15th. 

2,392. '' Subscribers“ instruments for automatic telephone systems.” C. R. 
Riber and Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. January 18th. 

2.410. Leading-in tube for electric wires." G. E. Gurney. January 18th. 

2,415. '' Elastic fluid turbines." British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (Gene- 
ral Electric Co.) and General Electric Co. January 18th. 

2,416. “ Casings for «electrical apparatus." British- Thomson-Houston Co. 
Ltd. (General Electric Co.) and General Electric Co. January 18th. ' 
25,417. sU Electcie furnaces. British Thomson. Houston Co., Ltd. (General 
Electric Co.) and General Electric Co. January 18th. 

2,432. “ Bonding blocks for metal covered electric wiring.“ R. C. Milliken. 
January: 18th. f 

2,483 /4. ‘‘ Ignition systems for internal combustion engines, &c." K. 
Bosch Akt.-Ges. January JSth. (Germany, January 19th, 1920.) 

2,489. '' Terminals for electric conductors." E. J. Bastock. January 19th. 

2,497.“ Telephone systems." H. H. Harrison. January 19th. 

2.499/ 2.502. Telephone systems," Automatic Telephone Manufacturing 
Co., Lid. January 19th. 

2.902. “ Telephone systems.“ 
1911. 

2.504. “ Signalling apparatus for mine shafts." 
Mitchell. January 19th. 
„Fuse boxes for electric cables.“ R. A. Macaulay. January 19th. 
Spring device for Suspending electric lamps, &c." R. P. Maciar- 
lane. January 19th. 

2.5 " Sparking plug testing appliances.“ W. Howlett. January 19th. 

2.751. „Electric arc welding of studs, tubes, &c., to metal plates, bodies, 
&c." A. E. McCarthy, H. Martin, and L J. Steele. January 19th. 

2.557. Apparatus for suppressing earthing currents in high-voltage nets." 
Siemens-Schuckertwerke. January 19th. (Germany, January 27th, 1920.) 

2,900. '' Electron discharge devices." British Ihomson-Houston Co.. Ltd. 
(General Electric Co.), and General Electric Co. January 19th. i 

2,002. '' Electric relays.” F. Bergmann and lgranic Electric Co., Ltd. 
January 19th. . 

2.909. ‘Telephone systems." Automatic Telephone Manufacturing Co., 
Ltd. January 19th. (United States, January 19th, 1920.) 


R. Mercer and W. O. Passmore. January 


R. Blunt and H. F. 


2.576. Electro magnetic wave transmitting systems." O. C. Roos. 
January l9th. , : = 
2.579. Electric welding of chain links, &c." Columbus McKinnon 


Chain Co. January 19th. 
2,591. ** Non-luminous electric heaters." 
2.653. '' Make-and-break devices for induction coils, &c." M. 

January 20th. 

2,070. '' Pendulum electrical indicators." R. Scruby. 
2,671. '' Elevators and/or conveyors." E. W. Wooigar. 


(United States, July 7th, 1919.) 
G. Wheeler. January 19th, 
A. Codd. 


January 20th. 
January 20th. 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS, 


The saumbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications 
printed and abridged, and all subesquent proceedings will be takea. 


will be 


2914. 


8,239. “ Telephone system in which the lines are interconnected by the 
aid of electro-mechanically controlled switches.“ Aldendorfl. April Ist, 1914. 
(Addition to 28,502, 1913.) 

2917. 

5,400. “ Metals and their manufacture.’ 


* 


British Thomson-Houston Co., 


Ltd. (General Electric Co.). April 17th, 1917. (155,851.) 
1918. 
6,515. “ Application of thermionic valves to production of alternating 


currents and rclaying." W. H. Eccles and F. W. Jordan. April 17th, 1918. 


(155, &».) 
1918. 

9.095. Systems for supplying electric power for lighting purposes from 
low-frequency power circuits." Electrical Improvements, Ltd., and J. R. 
Beard. April 10th, 1919. (155,858.) 3 

18.886. Lighting system for power tables." W. Fairweather (Singer 
Manufacturing Co.). July 30th, 1919. (155.867.) 

20.791. Miners’ electric safety lamps." Haslam & Stretton, Ltd., and 


J. W. Jones. April 22nd, 1920. (155.873.) 

21.159. Electric telegraph systems.“ Western Electric Co,, Ltd. (Western 
Electric Co. (Inc.). August 28th, 1919. (155,877.) 

22,184. '' Air«ooling apparatus." K. Baumann and Metropolitan-Vickers 


Electrical Co., Ltd. September 9th, 1919. (155.881.) 

23.292. Electric welding machines." British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 
(General Electric Co.). September 22nd, 1919. (155,899.) 

23,349. '' Sparking plugs for motor bicycles." R. T. Goodyear. 
23rd, 1919. (155,900.) 


September 


25.505. Paste for electric storage battery plates." T. A. Willard. October 
Wrh, 1919. (155,944) 
2,598, *'' Magnto-electric machines." M. M. Cardellino. October 18th, 


1919. (155,946.) 

26.154. Radiating or cooling apparatus.“ K. Baumann and Metropolitan- 
Vickers Electrical Eo Ltd. October 24th, 1919. (155, 950.) 

26.352. Turboœ electric driving arrangements.” Brush Electrical En- 
gineering Co., Ltd., and C. C. Sutton. October 27th, 1919. (155,954.) 

26,495. “ Electric light fittings." H. A. J. H. Murrey and F. W. Standish. 
October 28th. 1919. (155.955.) 

26.837. “ Conductor arrangements of electric traction systems. C. E. 
Fairburn. October 3lst, 1919. (155.959.) 

328,944. Telegraph printing systems.“ Automatic Telephone Manufactur- 
ing Co.. Ltd, H. H. Harrison, and S. R. Smith. November 2lst. .1919. 


(155,975. 

Gyo? ed “ A920. r 
4,979. “Distributing terminals for ignition . magnetos." Fabriques des 
Montres Zenith. June llth, 1919. (144,609.) : 
5.437. Controlling device for  electrically-heated utemils.” Lafiders, 
Frarv & Clark. Mav 29th, 1919. (144,254.) 


8,170. *'Interrupters for use with high-rension magnetas.” J. Guardiola. 
January 16th, 1919. (140,459.) ; 

10.062. Alternating current motors.“ F. Punga. March 26th, 1919. 
(141.383.) 

11.519. Conversion of electric currents. 
February 7th, 1917. (142.465.) 

15.2310. “Telephone exchange 
August 28rd. 1919. (150,300.) ' 

17.760. Process of electrolytically separating copper from nickel.“ P. 


Goldberg. July 9th, 1918. (145,600) 
18.718. Electric steel-vard weighing machine." K. Scbember and R. 


Sieméns-Schuckertwerke. Ges. 
Electric Co., Ltd. 


systems.“ Western 


24.472. Ejectore for withdrawing condensate from condensers.” — Metro— 


September 30th. 1919. (151,976.) 


24.854. Electrolytic tanks with. diaphragm cells.“ G. Haglund. Septem -~ 


ber 17th. 1919. (151.260. a 
25.438. *' Repeaters for multiples signalling systems..“ 

Co., Ltd. September 26th, 1919.  (151.600.) 
25.792. Process and apparatus for starting S asynchronous elec - 
Akt.-Ges. Brown, Boveri et ie... September 8th, 1919. 


Western | Eleetrie 
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in the £). 
He took the unusual course of anticipating the intro- 
duction of his Budget, in order that the country should 


benefit immediately, and, 1f possible, the tide of unem- 
ployment be checked. A great sigh of relief went up 
from commerce, finance, and even from labour. The 
first emotion is one of gratitude, such as we suppose a 
sheep would feel if a boa-constrictor decided at the last 
moment to uncoil. 

The Chancellor himself dealt with the matter charac- 
teristically. He pointed out some of the grosser in- 
becilities of the tax, quite as though he had recently 
discovered them for himself, and very gravely sought 
the approval of his constituents for the step he was 
about to take. We recollect that some time before his 
last Budget he condemned the tax root and branch, and 
then proceeded to increase it from 40 per cent. to 60 per 
cent. He now speaks lightly of permitting it to run 
its normal course of seven years, and not renewing it, 
as it is no longer necessary. Not one word as to the 
vast claims for repayment of losses which it has to 
meet, and which we suspect to be the real reason for 
repeal! 

A squeal is likely enough to be audible now from 
certain firms who are cheerfully carrying on at a loss, 
and intending to reclaim such loss from the Treasury 
under the provisions of the duty. Having done our 
best to suggest the attack upon this iniquitous and 
destructive impost, we naturally rejoice in its over- 
throw. But possibly our indignation that it should 
have been continued so long, and increased last year, is 
greater than our gratitude at its removal. 

In the case of firms started since E.P.D. was iniposed, 
it ceases to operate as from December 3lst last. All 
other firms will pay (or reclaim, as the case may be) for 
a term of seven years from the first accounting period in 
which they fell under the operation of the Act. The 
Duty is due to expire on August oth, and it is expected 
that very few firms will be subject to it after July 3lst 
next. 

There is a temptation to obey the maxim to speak 
only good of the dead, and to forget the colossal injuries 
inflicted by the duty. But with scores of engineering 
and other businesses in liquidation, and thousands of 
others in desperate straits; with over a million men 
registered as out of work; with enterprise of all kinds 


e and credit «topped (under the influence of 
the Chancellor), we feel bound to put on record our 
view of the Excess Profits Duty. 

It was hurriedly imposed upon the country under 
pressure from certain trade-union leaders, who seem to 
have had the Government on the leash almost since the 
beginniny of the war. Their object was absolutely 
patriotic and sound. It was to prevent people from 
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making fortunes out of others’ misfortunes. Unfortu- 
nately the method was fundamentally wrong, and the 
Act failed of its object, and proved to be indirectly the 


cause of enormous injury to our trade during the war 


and since. What should have been done, as the econo- 
mists and business men of the country pointed out, was 
to take the necessary steps to ensure that the Government 
and people should pay no more than a fair price for 
necessaries. The Government had, and used, the power 
to commandeer anything required for the war, and it 
might easily have bought the whole output of any article 
necessary for public consumption at a fair price, and 
passed it on to the public. Or as an alternative, it 
could, and did, regulate prices, and if properly or- 
ganised this could have been much more effective. The 
Excess Profits Duty was not used to keep down prices, 
but from the first day was used to extract easy money 
for the Government to squander. It led to gross extra- 
vagance. It was a common saying in the mouths of 
Government buyers: ‘‘ It does not matter about the 
price, as we get it back in excess profits." It led fo 
extravagance on the part of manufacturers and traders, 
who looked about for ways to spend money rather than 
hand it over to the Treasury. 

The Act was the joint product of lawyers and labour 
men, both being exempt. Government officials, though 
they might, owing to the war, be drawing three times 
their accustomed salaries, were exempt. But salaried 
foremen and managers in the employment of private 
firms were prevented by special ukase from getting any 
increase throughout the war, with the result that in 
many cases skilled foremen, working all hours, week- 
days and Sundays, drew less money than raw lads under 
them doing an eight-hours’ shift. This iniquity will 
not be soon forgotten by the victims. The avowed object 
of the Government was to prevent evasion of the Excess 
Profits Duty by giving away the profits in increased 
salaries. The result was that the men who, next after 
the soldiers, really won the war, were treated with 
harsh and wicked injustice. 

Traders and manufacturers suffered unequally. Any 
firm which had made big profits during the two years 
before the war might continue its scale of dividends 
untouched. Businesses struggling before the war, 
which had chanced upon two years’ bad trade, and 
nearly all new concerns started during the war, were 
penalised. Take the case, for instance, of a firm of 
gauge makers who, perhaps, had made 25 per cent. 
profits for two years before the war on a turnover of, 
say, £2,000. Under the Excess Profits Duty they could 
distribute 25 per cent., plus the statutory allowance. 
varying from 6 per cent. upwards, on any turnover— 
£20,000 or £200,000. Rival firms started during the 


war to do the necessary work were allowed the statutory 


profit only. This, of course, meant that the senior 
rival could under-quote, and put the new firm out of 
business without the slightest difficulty. 

We said that nearly all new firms suffered. There 
were notable exceptions. some of which require further 
investigation, in the shape of favoured firms assisted 
by the Government to start, and ezempted from the tax. 
Necessity was pleaded, as it 1s for every such Act; but 
what is to be thought of taxation imposed and adminis- 
tered in this fashion?! No one outside Bedlam could 
justify it ; and, to be fair to the Government, no member 
of it ever seriouslv tried to do so. The one cry was 
that it was & war measure. 

The war having been over for & year, Mr. Austen 
Chamberlain raised the tax from 40 per cent., at which 
it then stood, to 60 per cent., thereby bringing about 
the biggest slump in industry experienced in this 
country in recent times. Now, two and a half years 
after the war. he yields at last to stern necessity (and 
to the pressure of claims for the repayment of losses), 
and ends it. 


One of the last, and certainly one of the most effec- 
tive, speeches made against the Act was delivered by 
Lord Leverhuline at the recent dinner of the Institute 
of Cost and Works Accountants. He had always op- 


posed it, but the lawyer and labour politicians had no 


use for his wisdom and experience. In his speech he 
pointed out that the E.P.D. had swallowed up the 
reserves of manufacturers and traders, so that at the 
conclusion of the war they were absolutely dependent 
upon credit, which they were denied also by the action 
of the Treasury. Hence, too, the inability to carry 
stocks, and the crisis which followed, as an ordinary 
case of cause and effect. He also pointed out that every 
pound snatched by means of the E.P.D. cost the Govern- 
ment one pound or more which it could have had in 
a harmless way as income tax, if the business of the 
country had been rising instead of falling. Finally, he 
aid stress upon the inflation of the face value of prices 
and wages, which had been brought about largely 
through the Excess Profits Duty, without benefiting 
either labour or capital, the inflation which has now to 
be slowly and painfully deflated under the influence of 
imminent disaster when it is threatening to put us out 
of business in the markets of the world. 


THE DISTRICT INQUIRIES. 


THE two inquiries which the Commissioners have 
opened and adjourned reveal conditions which are pro- 
foundly discouraging. It has long been the reproach of 
the electricity supply industry that it was incapable of 
co-operation or united action for any constructive pur- 
pose, and so Far as these inquiries have gone that in- 
capacity remains, in the districts concerned. This is 
disappointing. The authorised undertakers have been 
given a grand opportunity; apparently they cannot 
take it. It is an opportunity for which they asked 
with unanimity and fervour in 1919. The unanimity 
might have been taken as a symptom of improvement; 
it turns out, so far as can be judged at present, to 
have been only a unanimity for destruction, for con- 
structive it is not. 

If this judgment is thought too severe, let us cast 
our memories back to the story of the Electricity (Sup- 
ply) Bill, 1919, which became the Electricity (Supply) 
Act in December of that year. 

The original Bill authorised the appointment of Elec-. 
tricity Commissioners with certain duties of supervision 
and initiative, replaeing the Board of Trade, with 
duties mainly of the police kind. The Commissioners 
were to have power to set up District Electricity Boards 
with powers of & somewhat sweeping nature, but which 
would certainly have enabled them to carry out the 
purpose of improving the supply of electricity through- 
out the country, and cheapening it if worked with 
reasonable skill and prudence. But the compulsory 
powers proposed were extremely distasteful to most of 
the authorised undertakers of both the company and 
the municipal type. 

So the industry was for once unanimous—in criticism 
and condemnation. Its spokesmen said in effect:— 
There is no need for these District Boards and their 
compulsory powers of interference with us. There is 
no excuse for putting upon the industry and the people 
the expense of this official organisation. The existing 
undertakers are both willing and able to do everything 
necessary if they are permitted to join together in 
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suitable districts. They will do by co-operation, with 
the minimum of administrative cost and of new capital 
expense, all that the District Boards can achieve, and 
do it quicker. Give us the chance to combine and show 
ou. 

: And the Government yielded to this appeal. It intro- 
duced into the Bill clauses permitting the establishment 
of Joint Electricity Authorities as an alternative to 
District Boards. At the last stage of the Bill the Dis- 
trict Board clauses were dropped, and the Act became 
an Act to authorise the appointment of the Commis- 
sioners, enabling them to delimit districts, and to make 
schemes for the improvement of supply therein, which 
schemes may include the establishment of Joint Elec- 
tricity Authorities. It is worth while to mention that 
the only necessary constituents of the Joint Authorities 
are representatives of the authorised undertakers. 

It is true, then, to say that the authorised under- 
takers professed willingness and ability to do what was 
necessary by co-operation, if only they were permitted, 
and that the permission was given and legalised. So 
thev have the opportunity they asked for. 

What is the result, as shown by the inquiries at Bristol 
and Liverpool? The spirit of co-operation, of endea- 
vour to pull together for the purpose of improving the 
supply of electrical energy, the capacity to sink local 
and personal ditferences and jealousies, the professional 
capacity to frame a sound technical scheme and support 
it with reasoned estimates? Nothing of the kind, un- 
fortunately; let the reports of the inquiries speak for 
themselves. They are profoundly disappointing. 

It might have been expected with a good deal of con- 
fidence that in each of these districts the engineers ot the 
undertakings would at least have worked out a sound 
and practicable technical scheme. We are perfectly 
sure that they could have done this, and it is very 
dificult to understand why they have not. That section 
of the scheme could have been done without necessarily 
hurting anyone’s feelings. let in the one case no 
technical scheme has even been considered. In the 
other a technical scheme was put forward, but of such 
a character in some essential features that it could not 
be characterised as well-thought-out or prima facie 
sound. As for co-operation between authorised under- 
takers. the inquiries show mainly an intense jealousy 
lest soine one or other should possibly be in a superior 
position to somebody else. 

So the goodwill and ability to co-operate vanish 
when put to the test. The old parochial feeling has 
triumphed. 

This is a bad beginning. It must be intensely dis- 
appointing to the Commissioners, a body of men in 
whom the whole industry has the greatest confidence. 

What is likely to happen if these bad beginnings are 
true samples of the bulk? This is a question which the 
responsible people ought to consider very seriously. 

In the first place, the Commissioners are not obliged 
to adopt any scheme put before them. They may adopt 
such a scheme, with or without modifications, or they 
may formulate a scheme themselves, which may not bear 
much resemblance to any of those submitted. 

But whilst they may formulate a scheme, they have 
little power to compel its adoption, none at all to oblige 
the undertakers to enter into it in the right spirit, 
without which the scheme cannot succeed. For the 
essence of Joint Electricity Authority schemes is that 
they be worked in a spirit of mutual helpfulness and 
co-operation. 

What, then, remains? The Commissioners know the 
limit of their powers as well as anyone, perhaps better 
than anyone else. They are charged by Parliament 
with a duty which they can perform only if the supply 
industry manifests a general desire to carry out its 
promises and protestations of 1919. If it will not—if 
it cannot the Commissioners have a clear course. They 
are not the men to say to their chiefs, and through them 
to Parliament: We cannot do the duty you put on us, 
because these people will not do their part.” 

What they are mueh more likely to say is: ''The 


opportunity for voluntary co-operation has been given, 
it has not been taken up; the necessity in the national 
interests of improving, cheapening, and generalising 
electricity supply is more urgent than it was in 1919, 
for two years have gone by and nothing has been done. 
The compulsory powers and the District Boards are 
necessary instruments for the execution of our duty, and 
we must have them. 

And with what face can the supply industry again 
protest against this big stick“ being put into the 
Commissioners’ hands? What amount of sympathy can 
it hope to gain from noble lords and honourable 
members in that case! 

This is what is likely to happen; it will be a mis- 
fortune in some ways, but will it not be a smaller one 
in the common interest than allowing the present con- 
ditions to continue? The signs of the times are plain 
to read. 

One word on the position of provisional-order com- 
panies. So far as can be seen their general attitude is 
somewhat apathetic. Most of them are due for com- 
pulsory purchase within a few years, and these seem 
to wish to be let alone for their short remainder of life. 

We venture to suggest that this policy is a mistaken 
one. They could take a course which would make their 
latter years brighter than the former; nay, it is con- 
ceivable that they could lengthen their life and make 
it worth living. Is there no vision, no imagination 
among them? 


In these days of trade depression, 
Railway news of a big job" which may come 
Electrification. to this country for execution is more 
than ever welcome. Hence it is with 
much pleasure that we draw attention to the call for 
tenders for the electrification of certain railways of the 
Union of South Africa, which is advertised in this issue. 
It is true that the sections of line concerned are not 
of Continental dimensions; they are, however, not far 
short of 80 miles of route, and what is more important, 
they represent the first steps towards the carrying out 
of a general policy of electrification on a very extended 
scale by the Government of South Africa. 

The tenders are to deal with the whole of the elec- 
trical rolling stock and the power stations and sub- 
stations; steam plant is to be the prime mover, but 
doubtless other sections of the railways will be supplied 
with energy from water-power. We earnestly hope that 
British manufacturing firms, which have already proved 
their ability to cope with the electrification of railways 
in South America and Australia, and have secured 
important contracts in New Zealand, will be successful 
in obtaining the orders for this very important under- 
taking, which is likely to be the forerunner of vastly 
bigger schemes; if we make good on the first sections, 
there is every probability that we shall be entrusted with 
the later ones. 


The price regulation bureau of the 

Fall in German electrical industry has made a 
German Prices. fresh reduction of up to 10 per cent. in 
the prices for electrical machines. In 

the case of products where high wages and salaries play 
a large part, and where the price of the requisite raw 
materials has not vet been reduced, the concessions 
which have been made are only on a limited scale. As 
bearing on this question Herr von Siemens, speaking at 
the recent general meeting of the Siemens & Halske Co.. 
is reported to have stated that a beginning in lowering 
sale prices was made in July last, and had since 
been continued. The company had good orders on hand 
in most departments; the freedom from labour troubles 
in recent months was causing & renewal of confidence in 
other countries, and deliveries were again more reliable. 
If the production experienced a further increase it was 


possible that they might hope soon to revert to normal 


conditions of sale. 


———— — : 
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THE E.A.C. SWITCHGEAR WORKS. 


A Tour of Four Works in and near London. 


Tue ELECTRICAL APPARATUS Co., LTp., was established 
in 1906 with offices at Westminster, largely as sales 
agents, but also with the object of selling apparatus 
under its own patents, though manufactured by other 
firms; the incorporation of the present company dates 
from 1913. By 1908 the business had increased to 


such an extent that small works were established at 
Battersea for the manufacture of motor-control gear 
and electricity meters, but the premises soon became in- 
adequate. 


In 1911 the company acquired freehold 
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ground at Vauxhall, and the present Vauxhall works 
were built on the site of Percy Villa, which was occupied 
for many years by the late Lionel Brough. The appara- 
tus manufactured at Vauxhall comprises a complete 
range of d.c. control gear, with the exception of tram- 
way-type controllers, in addition to a.c. air-break and 
oil-immersed gear, a large amount of the latter ap- 
paratus being supplied for use underground in mines. 

During the war period the company was declared a 
controlled establishment, and & large amount of work 
was done in supplying the various services and munition 
works with motor-control gear, and by 1919 the pre- 
mises were congested to such an extent that further 
extensions were inevitable. A plot of freehold ground 
upwards of 10 acres in extent was purchased at St. 
Albans, but as the building operations were likely to 
take some considerable time to complete, premises were 
acquired in Wandsworth Road to cope with the com- 
pany's requirements for the time being. The Wands- 
worth works consist of what had once been the residence 
of Lord Eldon at the time when he was Lord Chancellor, 
and relics of ancient glory in the form of marble pillars 
and ornamental plaster work are still in evidence. These 
premises proved so useful that they are being retained 
for the production of small specialised articles for use 
at Vauxhall, and the automatic machine tools are in- 
stalled in these premises. 

The new St. Albans works were completed in the 
autumn of 1920, and are now in full operation. The 
principal item of the products of these works for the 
présent is the oil-bimmersed switch of the draw-out 
pattern and its innumerable combinations with other 
control gear to form complete power units and distribu- 
tion switchboards for industrial use. The meter de- 
partment has also been transferred to St. Albans, and 
facilities have been provided for the manufacture of 


house-service meters of both the a.c. and d.c. types in 
large quantities. ! ! 

The sales organisation is controlled from Vauxhall, 
and comprises the company's own offices with technical 
staffs at Manchester, Birmingham, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
Glasgow, Cardiff, Nottingham, Leeds, and Bergen (Nor- 
way). 

Fig. 1 illustrates the new E.A.C. time-lag device, 
in which A is the magnetising coil, B B are the magnets, 
C is the switch to be operated, and p the striker attached 
to the hermetically-sealed cylinder E which is filled with 
oil. Inside the cylinder, but unattached to it in any 
way, is the iron plunger F which, when current is 
switched on to 4, begins to rise slowly until it reaches 
the point of maximum attraction. It then rises with 
a jerk and carries with it the cylinder E and the striker 
D. The ball valve m allows F to fall quickly through the 
oil after it has actuated, and the screw 1 is provided 
for adjusting the travel of E and F and thereby the 
time-lag required. The object of introducing the cylin- 
der E is to ensure that once the plunger has been ad- 
justed, and the cylinder sealed, it will remain constant 
in operation. The coil a is not usually placed round E, 
because if it were, the viscosity of the oil might be 
affected by the heating of the coil. : 

The above-described time-lag device has been incor- 
porated in the firm’s new current limiter, illustrated in 
fig. 3. The latter can be briefly described as a loose- 
handle circuit breaker which is tripped by means of the 
above-mentioned time-lag plunger when a previously 
determined current has been exceeded. It can be reset 
by simply turning the screw shown on the right-hand 
side of the illustration, and a number of advantages 
over the ordinary types of limiter is claimed for it, one 
being that the contacts will not weld up, no matter how 
it is operated. Devices to give warning before the 
circuit is broken can be incorporated if required. Fig. 
9 illustrates a heavy-duty inching pillar for use with a 
60-h.p. variable-speed motor, while fig. 6 shows a two- 
panel distribution board for mine service, consist- 
ing of a loose-handle automatic oil switch incorporating 
draw-out isolating features, an ammeter and integrating 
wattmeters for registering unbalanced load. 


Fic. 4.—Resistance Units. . 
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Early in 1920 an arrangement was made whereby the 
interests of the Electrical Apparatus Co., Ltd., and those 
of Messrs. Bray, Markham & Reiss, Ltd., were amalga- 
mated, but with the exception of a common sales or- 
ganisation and joint financial control, the two enter- 
prises are being conducted separately, the B.M.R. works 
remaining under the able direction of Mr. E. N. Bray, 
who was one of the original founders, and is responsible 
for the many excellent types of motor-control gear manu- 
factured at the Walthamstow works. | 
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The B.M.R. firm was established in 1902 with offices 
and works in the buildings occupied by Messrs. Peter 
Hooker, Ltd., with the intention of making motor con- 
trol gear. At that time nearly all starters with auto- 
matic releases were imported from America, and were 
of flimsy construction. The first point to which atten- 
tion was given was that of resistances, and the particular 
unit was then designed and patented which has been in 
use without alteration ever since. It is quite different 
to any other type, and it is largely owing to its reli- 
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ability that the success which has been achieved by the 
company is due. 

Fig. 4 shows a set of resistance units from the raw tube 
to the finished regulator. These units consist of non- 
corrodible wire wound on enamelled steel tubes; there 
is an inner coat of enamel melting at a high tempera- 
ture and an outer one melting at a lower temperature. 
The tube is split along its axis, and is slightly compressed 
whilst winding, so that when removed the wire is held 
in position. A current is then passed through the wire, 
sufficient to bring it to red heat, when the outer surface 
of the enamel is softened, and the wire sinks in and 
forms a groove for itself, thus effectually preventing 
adjacent turns from '' shorting.” 

In 1904 the company designed a series of starting 
panels which was accepted in connection with the elec- 
trification of dockyards, and shortly afterwards it also 
designed a starter which met with Mr. C. H. Wording- 
ham's approval for use on battleships. From that time 
the orders for Admiralty switchgear steadily increused, 
and when war broke out this business formed 75 per 
cent. of the entire business of the company. During the 
war the company was nominated an Admiralty “ A ” 
firm, and almost the entire output was taken up with 
orders for the Royal Navy. It also developed a starter 
suitable for the mercantile marine which was adapted 
for use with ventilating and heating systems on liners 
to a very large extent. 

In 1915 Messrs. Peter Hooker, Ltd., were making 
Gnome engines, and required the space occupied by the 
B. M. R. Co.; neighbouring works which had been burnt 
down were rebuilt for the company, and are now occu- 
pied by it. After the armistice Admiralty work dropped 
practically to zero, and still remains at about that point. 
Increased capital was required in order to carry on the 
business and the company, therefore, arranged to 
amalgamate its interests with those of the E.A.C. as 
above mentioned. Of the original members of the 
firm, Messrs. Markham and Reiss have new retired. 


The association of the two firms has been successful, 
and the output during the past 12 months has been 
larger than ever before. The company has concerned 
itself latterly largely with remote-control devices and 
automatic starters for d.c. work, and has developed its 
motor-operated type with considerable success, and also 
a type of starter of mica-iron construction which is in 
many respects a departure from the accepted types, it 
being à combination of the face-plate and drum types. 
This type was originally produced for use on H.M. 
submarines, where the drum type, which had hitherto 
been used, was found to be too bulky. A very large 
number of these starters was manufactured during the 
war, and the design was developed for use on land in 
the form of pillar-type panels, and considerable num- 
bers have been manufactured. 

The principal manufactures of the company are as 
follows: D.c. starters of the ordinary lever type, and 
the slow-motion ratchet type in every combination of 
pilar panel with fuses, breakers, shunt regulators, and 
so on; Navy type starters of the mica-iron construction ; 
d.p. switches in cast-iron cases of the laminated-brush 
type, fitted with magnetic blow-outs; motor-operated 
remote-controlled starters, both of the face-plate type 
and of the motor-operated master switch and contactor 
pattern for larger powers; and all combinations of field 
regulators, both for shunt and main alternator field 
types. The firm also undertakes a great deal of special 
work, and contactors of all sizes have been standardised. 

Fig. 7 shows one of the Navy" pattern starters, 
comprising a starter with no-volt release and two con- 
tactors with an overload relay. The connections are 
such that when the starting arm is moved to the first 
contact the contactors close, and any further movement 
introduces an economy resistance so that the contactors 
cannot possibly be closed except when the starter is on 
the first contact, and consequently all the starting re- 
sistance is inserted. If the arm is moved too rapidly 
past the first contact, the contactors will not have time 
to close; if after the contactors are closed, the arm is 
moved too rapidly, the overload relay will break the 


=> aoe , esl 
haat "cC 


Rin. tae" Nave PN’ 
Type STARTER PANEL. 


BiG. 3. Len 5A A. 
AUTOMATIC STARTER. 


circuit of the contactors, and the arin must be returned 
again to the first contact. The starters themselves are 
of the mica-iron type, and a coil which surrounds the 
hub or centre pin of the starting arm acts both as a 
blow-out and a no-volt coil, the base of the arm being 
made of iron. This forms a field between the face of 
the arm and the base, which effectually extinguishes any 
arc which may be formed on the contacts. The latter 
consist of copper tubes capable of revolving on heavy 
brass pins, except the final contact, where the tube is 
a fixture; all the tubes can, however, be easily removed 
and replaced, or turned round to present a fresh surface. 
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On the arm are mounted two controller type fingers with 
semi-circular copper tips, which are in duplicate, two 
bearing against the centre ring and two against the 
contacts; the arm itself is removed by undoing a single 
set of screws. 

Fig. 8 shows a motor-operated starter and a motor- 
operated regulator built in panel form; these switches 
were supplied for push-button lathe control. The dia- 
gram, fig. 2, illustrates & push-button with magnetic 
blow-out. The contact is made by a cone-shaped copper 
contact being pressed against the periphery of two 
copper tubes ; the blow-out coils are contained within the 


1 


copper tubes, one end being connected to the core and 
the other to the inside of the tube, and the core also 
serves as the terminal. The lines of force are at right 
angles to the arc and blow it outwards efficiently, the 
switches being capable of interrupting 1.5 amp. at 600 
volts. 

In concluding this review of an instructive works 
inspection, we have to thank Major R. Amberton and 
Mr. E. N. Bray for the reception given us on the 
occasion of our visit, and for their personal assistance 
in the preparation of the above information and illus- 
trations. 


THE OPTOPHONE. 


An Instrument to Enable the Blind to Read. 


HirHERTO the only means available for enabling the 
blind to read have been raised type systems, such as 
the Braille and the Moon, adapted to be read by the 
sense of touch. These methods are subject to disad- 
vantages, such as the necessity for having specially 
printed, expensive, bulky books, with the consequence 
that the amount of literature available is limited, and 
the difficulty of acquiring the necessary sensitiveness of 
touch, especially by adult blind persons. | 

Such drawbacks, are overcome by the optophone, an 
ingenious instrument invented by Dr. E. E. Fournier 
d'Albe which has been modified and developed by Messrs. 
Barr & Stroud, Ltd. Its purpose is to enable the 
blind to read ordinary printed matter, such as books, 
newspapers, and type-written matter, which object is 
accomplished by producing in a telephone receiver series 
of musical notes forming tunes, or musical motifs, re- 
presenting the various letters as they are passed over 
by the instrument in traversing a line of print. It 
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will thus be appreciated that the blind reader depends 
not upon the sense of touch, but upon hearing, which 
is usually quite sufficiently sensitive with the majority 
of blind persons, and reasonable facility in reading by 
its use can be attained after comparatively few lessons. 

The instrument depends for its action upon the 
chemical element selenium, the electrical conductivity 
of which in one of its physical forms (grey crystalline) 
varies greatly in accordance with the amount of light 
to which it is exposed. If a telephone receiver is con- 
nected in series with an electric battery and a porcelain 
tablet having on its surface two separate conducting 
lines of graphite bridged over by light-sensitive sele- 
nium, a current will pass through the telephone which 
will vary as the lighting of the tablet is varied. When 
flashes of light are thrown on to the selenium bridge at 


a rate of 256 per second, the amount of current which 
will thereby be permitted to cross the bridge will rise 
und fall at that rate, and the telephone will sing out 
the note C (middle C of the piano). If the pulsations 
of the light are at half that frequency, that is, 128 per 
second, the telephone will sing out C an octave lower, 
and with 512 pulsations per second, the C one octave 
higher, and so on. The telephone can, therefore, be 
made to sound any tune by the proper succession of 


‘sets of pulsations of light applied to the selenium bridge. 


In the optophone a selenium bridge is exposed to 
successions of sets of light pulsations, which vary accord- 
ing to the forms of letters as these are passed over in 
traversing a line of printed type, each letter being indi- 
cated in the telephone by a characteristic sound com- 
prising successions of single notes and chords. Printed 
letters are thus translated by the optophone into a sound 
ulphabet, which can be readily learned. 

The arrangement of the device is illustrated in figs. 
3 and 4. The printed page to be read is placed face 
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downwards on a glass plute supported on a suitable 
stand, fig. 1; beneath the plate is a tablet of porcelain 
pierced with an aperture to perinit the passage of light 
upwards and so through the glass on to the paper. 
The upper surface of the tablet (around the aperture) 
is prepared as a sensitive selenium bridge and con- 
nected with a battery and a telephone. The selenium 
bridge receives only light reflected from the page, and 
the light used is obtained from a small straight-filament 
electric lamp placed beneath a rotating disk, fig. 5, per- 
forated with small holes arranged in five concentric 
circles near its edge. For simplicity in figs. 3 and 4 
the lamp is shown immediately below the rotating disk, 
but in the instrument the lamp is so arranged, in 
conjunction with a reflecting prism and cylindrical 
lenses, that an image of the filament is produced in the 
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plane of the disk, radially across the circles of holes, 
ig. 2. 

The disk is kept in rapid rotation by means of a 
inagneto-electric motor driven by energy derived from 
small secondary cells. Above the disk there is an optical 
system which throws on to the paper an image or the 
lamp filament as it would be seen through the perfora- 
tions in the disk. By this means the light that falls 
on the printed matter forms five bright spots in line, 
forming what is called the ‘‘scala,’’ and each spot 
pulsates at a rate corresponding to the number of 
holes in the circle of perforations to which it belongs, 
multiplied by the number of revolutions per second of 
the disk. There are 18 holes in. the innermost circle, 
24, 27, 30, and 36 in the other circles respectively, and 
if the disk makes 213 revolutions per second, the second 
circle of holes will produce 512 pulsations of light per 
eecond—corresponding to the vibrations in the musical 
note C'. The numbers of holes given above are in 
proportion to the vibrations in the notes G, C', D', E', 
G' (soh, doh, ray, me, soh), and a change in the speed 
of rotation of the disk, of course, alters the pitch of 
the notes, that is, the key in which the inotifs are 
sounded, but the intervals remain unaltered. 

The optical system used to produce the image of the 
holes has a variable minification, so that the length 
occupied by the scala of five spots may be adjusted to 
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equal the height of the letters to be read, the range of 
adjustment covering the various sizes of type employed 
in ordinary printing. The optical system is so designed 
that the sharpness with which the five spots are focused 
upon the surface of the paper is little altered by a 
change in the minification, but more accurate focusing 
can be effected by movement of a small lens situated 
immediately below the selenium bridge. The spot of 
light corresponding to low G is caused to fall on the 
lowest points of such letters as j, p, y. &c., the high G' 
falling on the tops of capitals and of high letters, and 
the three intermediate spots cover the height of the 
short letters, as seen in fig. 6, which shows the path 
of the scala passing over the printed word '' Tvpe."' 

With an optophone constructed in accordanee with 
the above description, if all the spots of light fall on 
white paper—the space between two words, for example 
—all the notes will be sounded together in the telephone. 
producing a discord. If the scala passes over the letter 
V, the top note G' (high soh) will first be silenced, then 
E“, D', CŒ, D, E, G’. Each letter will alter the suc- 
cession of sounds in a different manner. This arrange- 
ment constitutes what is called the ‘‘ white sounding "' 
optophone. 

The present improved type of instrument, however, 
is modified so as to make it ''black sounding," in 
which form white paper is represented by silence, and 


notes are sounded as the scala passes over the black 
letters; with this optophone the letter V is represented 
by the motif G', E', D', C, D', E', G' (s mr dr ms). 

The ‘‘ black sounding ” is obtained by providing a 
second selenium bridge, called the '' balancer," which 
is illuminated by a small part of the intermitted light 
reflected aside before it reaches the paper—and con- 
necting this bridge to the telephone und the battery in 
the manner shown in fig. 7, so that the current travers- 
ing the balancer bridge (Se. No. 2) acts in the reverse 
direction in the telephone to that of the current through 
the main selenium bridge (Se. No. 1). One battery is 
used and the two selenium bridges are connected one 
to each end of the battery and both through the tele- 
phone to a selected intermediate junction of the battery 
in the manner shown. The balancer thus tends to cause 
the telephone to sound all the notes continuously, and 
the main selenium bridge, that receives the light re- 
flected from the paper, annuls the effect on the telephone 
in respect to any note when the spot of light correspond- 
ing to that note falls on white paper. The division of 
the total voltage of the battery can be varied so that 
when the whole scala falls on white paper the telephone 
is silent, and notes are sounded only as the scala moves 
over the black letters as previously described. 

With regard to its mechanical construction, the base 
of the instrument consists of an aluminium cast- 
ing carrying the book rest and the various parts 
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of the mechanism. The book rest, fip. 1, con- 
sists of a metal frame standing on four feet 
und supporting a curved glass plate on which the page 
to be read is placed face downwards. Means are pro- 
vided for clamping down the page so that it lies in 
close contact with the upper surface of the glass. Pas- 
sing under the book rest, from the front to the back of 
the base, there is mounted a rocking shaft the axis of 
which is coincident with the axis of curvature of the 
book rest plate. The shaft is tubular and a slotted 
rod passes through it for effecting the line changing 
motion, and it carries an aluminium casting, called 
the ‘‘ tracer," on which are mounted the electric lamp. 
the revolving disk and its motor, the optical system, and 
the selenium bridges, fig. 2; the tracer can swing from 
one side of the book rest to the other, and the lamp 
holder is carried at its lower end. Above it there is 
the rotating disk, through the perforations in which 
the light passes to the objective and through a small 
lens near the top of the tracer, above which again there 
is placed the main selenium bridge (Se. No. 1). Under 
the objective a concavo-convex lens is placed at an angle, 
which reflects à portion of the intermittent light on to 
the secondary selenium bridge (Se. No. 2), called the 
“ balancer,” situated in the tracer a little above the 
disk and to the right of its axis. fig. 3. 

When the tracer is swung over to the right-hand side 
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(by means of a handle seen in fig. 2) a spring situated 
on the base behind the book rest is bent down and tends 
to throw the tracer over to the, left. A governor is pro- 
vided which controls the swinging of the tracer to the 
left. On the top of the governor box (which is situated 
behind the left back corner of the book holder) there 
‘is a screw with a milled head for controlling the speed 
of swinging of the tracer, t.e., the speed of passing 
along the line of printing. The farther this controlling 
screw is screwed down the slower the tracer swings 
and vice versa; when the controlling screw is sufficiently 
screwed down the swing of the tracer is N but 
starts again when the screw is slackened. 

An adjustable friction gear is provided for moving 
the tracer down or up the page one line space at a time 
if desired for re-reading a line. In the process of 
reading, when the tracer has passed to the end of one 
line, the line changer is operated and the tracer swung 
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over, when it automatically traverses the next line. The 
line changing gear is operated by a lever seen at the 
front of the instrument in fig. 2. The lever is provided 
with a stop-screw which is adjustable and can be set 
to make the movement of the tracer exactly equal.to 
the line spacing of the printing, when the lever is moved 
once backwards and forwards. 

Switches are provided on the base of the instrument 
for the lamp, the motor, and the two selenium bridges. 
All the controlling parts and the necessary battery con- 
nections, &c., are designed with a view to ease of mani- 
pulation by blind persons, and after a few lessons little 
difficulty should be experienced in adjusting and using 
the instrument. 

In the case of the letter V already referred to, the 
connection of the characteristic tune or motif with the 
actual form of the letter is readily recognised from the 
succession of notes. It must not be ‘supposed, how- 
ever, that optophone reading consists. in analysing the 
sound motifs so as to identify the forms of the letters 
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indicated. When the alphabet has been learned, the 
sound for each letter is recognised as a whole, and later 
in the reader’s practice, the more extended sounds for 
syllables and even words will become familiar to his 
ear. <A practised optophone reader will recognise words 
as readilv as a telegraph operator interprets a succes- 
tion of clicks on the Morse code. The great rapidity 
that has been attained by hundreds of readers of Morse 
sounds encourages the hope that equal or greater speed 
in optophone reading will be attained with practice. 


Already it haa been found that with the latest type. of 
optophone a blind reader, after some practice, has 
attained a speed of reading of 25 words per minute. We 
have seen the optophone in use, and it is not difficult to 
imagine that it will be developed in the future to & per- 
fection that at present cannot be foreseen, and there is 
no doubt that many who have had the misfortune to lose 
their sight will be profoundly grateful to the inventor 
and improvers of the device which places within. their 
reach new sources of interest, instruction, and enjoy- 
ment, and which in many cases will greatly extend their 
opportunities and qualifications for useful and profit- 
able employment. 


JOINT ELECTRICITY AUTHORITIES. 


MERSEY AND WEST LANCASHIRE INQUIRY. 
(Concluded from p. 141.) 


ON Friday, January 98th, the inquiry was resumed, Mr. C. D. 
Taite continuing his evidence in support of the Liverpool 
Conference scheme.  Cross-examined by: Mr. Jeeves, K.C. 
(Wallasey Corporation), on the point that Mr. Dickinson's 
proposals would result in 50 per cent. of the plant being spare, 
the witness said that one would not provide so large a pro- 
portion in starting a new scheme; it arose out of the combina- 
tion of existing systems. Answering Mr. Miller, K.C. (Birken- 
head Corporation), he said that under the Conference scheme 
Wirral should be able to obtain a cheaper supply of electricity 
than if it had a separate area. In reply to Mr. E. T. Jones, 
K.C. (Mersey Power Co.), he said the whole of the proposed 
area was within the district covered by the Lancashire Power 
Co.’s powers, though the company gave no supply in that 
area. The chairman remarked that the Commissioners were 
well aware of the difference between the powers possessed by 
the Lancashiré Power Co., and those which the Joint Autho- 
rity would have. In further reply to Mr. Jones, Mr. Taite 
said that when the area was formed the company hoped to 
take a supply in bulk from the Joint Authority. 

In re-examination, Mr. Taite expressed the opinion that it 
was of the utmost importance, in general interest, that Wirral 
should be included in the scheme. In reply to Mr. W. W. 
Lackie, he said that in addition to the Mersey Tunnei, the 
bridge at Widnes afforded a route for the mains to Birkenhead ; 
and cables might be laid on the bed of the river, but the 
question of dredging would have to be considered. He was 
convinced that there would be an acceleration of electrical 
development in the future, and that it would be advantageous 
to Southport to come under the scheme when the railway 
companies took a supply in that direction. 

The next witness was Mr. C. Sparks, who was called 
by Mr. Jeeves on behalf of the Wirral scheme put forward 
by Wallasey and Birkenhead. First criticising the Mersey 
and West Lancashire scheme, he said that assuming the 
capacity of the proposed capital station to be 75,000 kW, the 
cost worked out at about 460 per kW; allowing for loss in 
transmission, the total cost would be £64 per kW delivered, 
a figure which he considered too high. If the scheme were 
reconstructed, he thought that a much lower figure was 
possible. In view of the high rate of interest on borrowed 
capital, and the high cost of plant, he considered it very 
inadvisable to embark upon a large scheme at the present 
time. There was every indication of the cost of plant falling, 
and by adopting a smaller scheme they could take advantage 
of the falling market. He was not necessarily opposed to big 
generating stations—only to the method of procedure. He 
believed that within a few years the price of coal would fall. 

With regard to the Wirral scheme. Mr. Sparks considered 
the estuary of the Mersey a serious obstacle to the supply 
from the north side of the river; it could only be crossed 
at the ends, by the Mersey Tunnel and the bridge at Runcorn, 
as he did not think thev would ever lay cables across the 
intervening space. On his referring to Messrs. lever Brothers’ 

lant at Port Sunlight and their new power station at Broin- 

orough, of 10.000 kW «capacity, it was stated that the com- 
pany's name had been inserted in the scheme without ita 
consent. Mr. Sparks held that for a very long time, perhaps 
always, it would be better for Wirral to remain a separate 
area. The Wallasey generating station at Poulton, near the 
Great Float, was on an excellent site, and close to important 
industries: it had a present capacity of 7,000 kW, and the 
plans contemplated its extension to 16.000 kW. There was 
great industrial activity in the Wirral area, and the facilities 
afforded by the Ship Canal and the railways, if supplemented 
by an ample supply of electricity at a reasonable price, would 
ensure further development. The capital expenditure for 
two 5,000-kW sets would be 252.000. or £95.1 per kW in- 
stalled and £30 per kW available oufput; two additional 
10,000-kW sets installed when required would cost £440,000, 
or £22 per kW. Including a sum of £165,000 for mains, &c., 

the total cost would be £932.000, or £37.5 per kW supplied. 

The inquiry was adjourned to Saturday morning, Januarv 
30th, when Sir John Snell asked for evidence as to the methods 
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proposed for raising the money for the Mersey scheme. He 
admitted that in the absence of financial powers the promoters 
would have difficulty in complying with this request, but 
thought that the provisional arrangements that had been 
made between the members of the conference should be ex- 
plained. Mr. Lloyd said he would submit the financial evidence 
at a later stage. . 

Proceeding with his evidence, Mr. Sparks explained the 
procedure contemplated in the Wirral scheme. It was in- 
tended to shut down the three stations at Birkenhead succes- 
sively, and to extend the Wallasey plant to 16,000 kW, and 
later to 36,000 kW. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Lloyd, he said that he thought elec- 
trical combination should proceed by the formation in the 
first mstance of small joint districts, expanding later into 
large ones. The Act of 1919 was very different from the 
original Bill, and nothing could be done with it as it now 
stood. He was called in to advise Wallasey on January 13th, 
and did not devise the scheme for Wirral, but had considerably 
revised it. The Wallasev Council decided in December to 
oppose the Mersey scheme. and suggested that if it were 
adopted, the capital station should be built at the expense 
of Liverpool; he agreed that the suggestion that Liverpool 
should bear the whole cost was contrary to the spirit of the 
Act. So far as he knew, none of the urban district. autho- 
rities in Wirral supported the Wallasey scheme. He agreed 
that if the best site for the proposed riverside generating 

station. were found to be on the Cheshire side of the river, 

he could not justify his proposal to separate the two areas. 

In reply to Sir John Snell, he said that if, as he believed, 
it was not possible to proceed with a large scheme, the best 
thing was to go ahead with a smaller one. and link up later. 
The chairman expressed some doubt whether. if Wirral were 
once given a separate scheme, it would ever join the Lanca- 
shire eide without compulsion. 

Mr. Hamilton. addressing the Commissioners on behalf of 
Mesars. Lever Bros.. declared that they had nothing to do 
with the scheme: thev reserved the richt to do what thev 
chose with their private property. He did nof say that thev 
would never join up with anyone. but the Wallasey scheme 
ip no way rested on their power station. 

The inquiry was adjourned on Saturday“afternoon to a date 
to be fixed later, but not to be before the end of February. 


THe LONDON AND Home Counties SCHEME. 


Waar follows is a preliminary outline of a scheme proposed 
by the Conference of Local Authorities Owning Electricity 
Undertakings in Greater London for the constitution of a 
Joint Electricity Authority under the provisions of the Elec- 
tricity (Supply) Act, 1919, for the provisionally delimited 
London and Home Counties Electricity District. 

The district® has a total area of about 1,660 sq. miles; s 
population of about 8.000.000: a total assessable value of 
£68,663,477; and comprises 160 local authorities and eight 
county councils, including the London County Council. The 
Conference of Local Authorities Owning Electricity Under- 
takings in Greater London represents, with three exceptions, 
the local authorities owning electricity undertakings in the 
area. and is working in association with a Conference of 
Local Authorities not Owning Electricity Undertakings in 
the District. So far as the engineering side of the scheme 
is concerned, the advisers of the Conference are working in 
co-operation with the advisers of the London Countv Council, 
a group of nine of the principal London electricity supply 
companies, and representatives of certain railway interests. 

The following is an outline of the provisions of the scheme 
so far as it has been settled. Part I. with Schedule IT. pro- 
vides for the establishment of & Joint Electricity Authority 
for the purpose of promoting. regulating, supervising, im- 
proving the supply of. and of supplying electrical energy 
within the ares. The Authority shall consist of 27 members, 
appointed as follows: Sixteen by authorised undertakers, i.e., 
eight by local authorities within and four by local authorities 
without the County of London; four by the companies in the 
area. Eight by the purchasing authorities. county councils, 
and local authorities who are not undertakers. i.e., three by 
the Tondon County Council; one by the City of London Cor- 
poration: two by the local authorities within and two by 
those without the county of London. including county coun- 
ceils, Finally, three by the Minister of Transport, representing 
railway companies, large consumers, and other interests, in- 
elpding labour. 7 

Concerning the voting power of the members, the twelve 
appointed by the local authority undertakers are each to 
have one vote, nlu; one additional vote for each complete 
million units sold in excess of one million. The four ap- 
pointed by local authorities not being undertakers are to each 


have one vote, plus one additional vote for each complete 
10.000 of population: where the population of any local autho- 


ritv is less tham. 10.000 the voting power for that local 
suthoritv shall be exercisable. bv the council of the county 
within the area of which it is situate, and the voting power 


of the countv councils shall be limited by the amount of. 


population included in those areas that have less than 10,000 
ponulation. T 


„Part II confera upon the Joint Authority all powers, rights, 
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privileges, and duties as are, or may be, conferred upon 
Joint Electricity Authorities under the Electricity (Supply) 
Acts, and enables the Joint Authority particularly to construct 
generating stations, main transmission lines, and other works 
necessary to give effect to the engineering proposals included 
in the scheme; to acquire undertakings or parts of under- 
takings of authorised undertakers and power companies within 
the area; and to supply electrical energy within or without the 
ares of supply. Other clauses deal with other powers and 
duties incidental to the various powers enumerated. 

Part III deals with provisions as to local undertakings, and 
enables the Joint Authority to fix standards of frequency, 
pressure and systems for the transmission, distribution, and 
supply of electrical energy within the area, and makes it 
necessary to obtain the consent of the Joint Authority for 
any extension beyond 10 per tent. of the existing capacity 
of the station, but such consent must not be unreasonably 
refused or withheld. It also enables the Joint Authority to 
require two or more undertakers to carry into effect arrange- 
ments for mutual assistance; to loan capital moneys to autho- 
rised undertakers: to give approval to authorised undertakers 
to enter into agreements with regard to the sale, lease, man- 
agement. maintenance, or working of any local undertaking 
or part thereof; and to make representations to the Electricity 
Commissioners with a view to a revision of the prices or 
methods of charge by any authorised undertakers: together 
with other powers incidental to the above-mentioned powers 
and duties. 

Part IV will if necessary, deal in detail with land to be 
acquired, and works to be constructed, when the engineering 
scheme is complete. 

Part V contains draft financial clauses in skeleton form 
onlv, and are dependent upon the report of the financial 
adviser to the Conference. 

Part VI contains clauses conferring on the Joint Authority 
miscellaneous powers. 

The schedules to the scheme indicate the area covered by 
the scheme, as provisionally delimited bv the Electricity 
Commissioners, and provides for the constitution and pro- 
ceedings of the Joint Authority. They also contain particulars 
of the engineering scheme (not vet issued) and regulate the 
issue of bills and bonds by the Joint Authoritv. 

The outline of the scheme is signed by Messrs. Duncan 
Watson, chairman of the Conference: C. R. Attlee, chairman 
of General Purposes Sub-committee, and Teslie Gordon. town 
clerk, Hammersmith, hon. secretary. 


THE NORTH WALES AND CHESTER SCHEME. 


We recently abstracted a scheme which has heen submitted 
hv the Cherter Corporation® for the formation of a Joint 
Electricity Authoritv for the provisionally delimited above- 
named district.t and we are now able to outline a recond 
scheme. which is signed bv Mr. H. J. Jack, managing director 
of the Power Co., which has heen put forward for the same 
district wherebv application is made to the Electricity Com- 
missioners for the extension of the area at present operated 
by the North Wales Power & Traction Co., Ltd.. to enahle 
it to supply the whole of the district as outlined bv the 
Flectricity Commissioners. and for the annointment of the 
Power Co. as an authorised undertaker for the district. subiect 
to the provisions contained in the Electricity (Supnplv) Act. 
1919. The Power Co. bv its Act of Parliament (4 Edward 
VII) North Wales Electric Power Act. 1904 (Ch. cc XIII, 
is authorised to supply electrical energy within the ares 
comprising the counties of Carnarvon. Denbigh (exclusive of 
the borough of Wrexham and the rural districts of Wrexham), 
Merioneth, and Anglese v. 

The Power Co. bas since the date of its Act considerably 
enlarged its plant and works, and in addition has become 
associated with the Aluminium Corporation, Ltd., which has 
also large hvdraulic works in operation in North Wales for 
fhe generation of electricity, which places the North Wales 
Power Co. in a position to supply large qusntities of electricitv 
in bulk by means of e.h.n. transmission lines to the various 
sub-stations shown on the accompanving map, from thera 
mb-stations the distributors wonld take their supnlies and 
distribnte in the usual way. The power svstem at present 
extends to some 80 route miles of e.h.p. transmission lines. 
with 12.000 kVA of transformer plant in snb-statinna. mostly 
sitnated in the counties of Carnarvon and Merioneth. - l 

With regard to the administration, i$ is proposed that the 
constitution of the Power Co. shall be as set out in the North 
Wales Flectric Power Act. 1904, and in the memorandum 
and articles of association of the North Wales Power and 
Traction Co.. Ltd. The Power Co. is at present snoplying 
certain consumers at a price of lid. per unit. and it is at 
nresent believed that in no case will the price charged exceed 
2d. per unit. It is proposed that the Power Co. shall distribute 
energv direct where it is found impracticable to arrance the 
sunnly through anv local authority or private undertaking. 

The technical portion of the scheme shows the present 
system of supply to be three-nhase, 50 perioda, transmitted 
entirely bv overhead lines at 10.000 and 90.000 volts. Tt is 
proposed to increase the transmitting pressure when necessary 
to 34.600 volts (320,000). All new main lines will de 

Etc. Rgv., Jan. 14th, 1921, p. 61. 
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‘Built for 34,600 volts with the exception of the special lines 
conveying blocks of power from Dolgarrog and Maentwrog 
to the eastern distributing centres, a distance of 45/50 miles, 
in which cases the transmitting pressure will be 66,000 volts 
or higher if necessary. In the western area it is proposed to 
continue to supply at 10,000 and 20,000 volts until such time 
as it is found necessary to change over to the higher pres- 
sures. It is proposed for future main transmission lines to 
use 0.1 and 0.15 sq. in. bare copper strand, and for the 
66,000-volt lines it may be advisable to use steel-aluminium 
strand of equivalent sectional area to 0.15 sq. in. copper. 
. At present there are in operation in the district 21 generat- 
ing stations with a total installed capacity of 19,783 kW, the 
total units sold in 1919-20 being 42.241,126. When a bulk 
supply is available it is suggested that 16 stations shall be 
iscarded and the following hydroelectric stations retained : 
Owm Dyli. Dolgarrog, Yale (all company), Chester (Cor- 
poration), Aberystwyth (oil), and Llangollen. The Cwm Dyli. 
Beddgelert, station has a capacity of 5,500 kW made up of 
four 1,000-kW. and one 1,500-kW sets. with an output of 
from 6 to 8 million units per annum. The Dolgarrog station, 
near Llanrwst (including the works nearing completion), has 
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a AEQ of 15,900 kW, the plant installed com prising four 
1,000-kW d.c. end one 1,900-kW a.c. sets with auxiliary 
plant; the output is 54 million units annum, and the 
proposed new plant would have a capacity of 10, kW a.c. 
Table I shows the new stations it is proposed to construct :— 


E $ 


' TABLE IJ. . 
Vom x Plant Output in 
A - TES .  - . espacity. . units per an. 
Dolgarrog. (low head) ... 98 * — 7, 000.000 
Owm. Dyli (lower ares) )). 3, 000, 000 
Dol wyddelen S ze xor ds © . . 72,000,000 
: Maentwrog—first development. 19.000 ...: 30, 000,000 
j second ji * .. 12,000 30,000,000 
Totals ... 25.500 ... 77,000,000 


‘The above schemes are estimated to give ap output of 197 
million units per annum, with a maximum demand of 

000 kW under a load factor of about 45 per. cent. In 
addition there are further hydro’ schemes. within. the district 
which can be developed. including low-head schemes where 
asynchronous generstors could be used, floating on the system, 
but which can only be developed after the above emes 


are completed. It is estimated that it will be possible to 
develop ultimately from the hydraulic power within the 
district up to 250 million units per annum. It is not proposed 
to ask the Ministry of Transport to construct any of the 
foregoing works. E 2 7 os 
The proposed transmission system extending along the route 
of the don and North-Western Railway main line, between 
-Crewe, Bangor, and Holyhead, as well as the branch lines 
within the area, offer facilities for electrification of the rail- 
‘ways should it be deemed advisable. It is ‘assumed in all 
cases that where a supply in bulk is given, the existing steam, 
oil, or gas generating plant will be discarded within a re&son- 
able. time thereafter. E Nba AMET NE EE 
-It is estimated that, excluding existing customers of ‘the 
Power Co., an additional 15 million units. per annum will 
cover the requirements for the western area: To take ful 
advantage of the hydro-electric power available in the western 
area, it is essential to develop this power. on: a commercial 
basis, and it must be transmitted and sold at a reasonable 
price in some industrial zone which is within economic trans- 
mission distance from the source of power. This is found in 
the eastern part of the area at Crewe, Northwich, Wrexham, 
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Chester, and along the Dee estuary, where the demand. for 
power is already established and is increasing rapidly. - -- 
The consumption of coal per unit in the present generating 
stations averages 9.1 Ib. per unit. The Power Co.'s: scheme 
provides for the abolition of the consumption of coal, and 
will, therefore, save on the present output from the stations 
which publish statistics 30,000 tons of fuel. per annum: . if 
the average consumption of coal for the estimated demand 
of 134,550,000 units in 1920 is taken at 5 lb. per nnit, the 
approximate saving in coal will amount to 300,000 tons per 
annum by the operation of this scheme. 5 
The proposed new generating station at- Dolgarrog wil be 
built on a site adjoining the existing power, station. It is 
designed to house five generating sets. two of which will 
operate at 428 r. p.m. on the head of 850 ft. available. and 
three sets will run at 500 r.p.m. at a head of. 1,010, ft. Pelton 
wheels with single runners and oil-pressure governors, direct 
coupled to three-phase alternators, operating at 6.006 volts. 
50 cycles per second, will supply current which will-be stepped 
up to 34,600 and 06.000 volts as required for transmission by 
overhead lines within the area. The -capacity of ‘the -smafler 
sete. will be 1.250 kW and of the larger sété 9.600 or 8,000 kW. 
Esch alternator will be tied electrically to ite step-up trans- 
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former, forming one complete unit with switchgear on the 
e.h.p. side at 31,600 volts. The transformers will be > hueso 
units, with separate forced-oil cooling system in duplicate 
each alternator will have its own direct coupled exciter, and 
the voltage regulation will be controlled by automatic regula- 
tors of the Tirrill type. 

The layout of the Maentwrog power etation will in general 
be similar to that at Dolgarrog. The first development pro- 
vides for 12,000 kW, consisting of 4 sets of 3,000 kW each, and 
the second development also provides for 12,000 kW and in 
this extension larger-sized unite w ouid be installed of 4 ,000 kW 
or even 5,000 kW capacity. 

. The total capital e expenditure is: estimated at £4,260,000, 
but for the requirements of the first five years ĝi, 810,000 
would suffice. The transmission lines it is estimated can be 
constructed at the following cost; For 66,000 volts, at pen 1 
per mile; 33,000, at £2,500; and DA at £1 500 D 

the sub-stations will cost 25 per n and: the draulic 
NOISE at Dolgarrog and Cwm Dyli £785,000 


m 5 TABLE II. ; 

Present consumption, 49 million units at l4d. = £250,000. 

 . Estimated consumption 1925, 94 million units at IId. 
= £490,000. 

Estimated consumption 1930, 134 million units at lid. 
700,000. 


, 


Table II shows the estimates of revenue, and in order to 
carry out the works contemplated it is proposed that local 
authorities shall lend money to the Power Co. and the latter 
shall have authority to issue bills or stock. In the event 
of the revenue being insufficient in any one year to meet 
the interest charge and working expenses, the Rower Co. 
shall assess the deficiency upon the users of the energy. 


— 
CORRESPONDENCE. 
Letters rot VVV 
the ‘week, should forward their communi- 
cations at the earliest le moment. No letter can be published 


unless we have the writer's name and address in our possession, 


Indicating Wattmeter in Remote Position. i 


In i. 1 d. to '' Inquirer's ’’ question in your issue of January 
evelopel. a method of doing what he wants some 
years ago, and an installation of.the necessary apparatus 
to show kilowatts, amperes, volts, and synchronism has 
at work ever since between Dunston and Carville power sta- 
tons on Tyneside, with most satisfactory results, and the 
opera engineers find it a most valuable help. the case 
in question the line resistance is 600 ohms, and the method 
can be used with considerably higher pilot resistances than 
that. The underlying principle is the transmission to the 
remote point, where indication is required, of a minute 
direct current obtained from thermo couples suitably con- 
nected, acted on by heaters energised by a definite fraction 
of the alternating current to be measured. For current 
the arrangement is simple, being a combination of current 
transformer and heater with ten small thermo-junctions in 
series at the transmitting end, giving at full output about 
40 mV. At the receiving end is a Pattern R Paul uni- 
1 piene of ample sensitivity to give full-scale de- 
the above e.m.f. and line resistance, and yet a 
boron roughly 1 instrument for commercial switchboard use. 
led in heater circuit is an automatic cut-out of 
1 “guick-cting type to effectually protect the heater 
in case overload or short-circuit on the power line. 
For transmitting a true indication of kilowatts the current 
transformer at the transmitting end has two secondary wind- 
n 8 of similar characteristics. One of these is connected to 
eater as before, the other to a similar one, so that at any 
moment these currents traverse the heaters in opposite direc- 
tions. The voltage required to give a true indication, in the 
correct phase relation, is applied to the same two heaters in 
series. The two relative banks of thermocouples are then 
connected in OD PONHOR: and e resultant e.m.f. is directly 
proportional to a.c. power. This method is practicable and 
accurate right down to zero power factor. 
' Adaptations of v general method can be used to give 
remote indication of wattless power," power factor, or 
synchronism; also, of course, voltage, though usually that 
can be done electrostatically. The general method is covered 
dy patent No. 119.388, of which the Cambridge & Paul In- 
. Co. are the sole licensees. 


E. Pawssett. 


Fe see and, 1981. 


‘On Statatery Earthing :. ‘Some Critictems, 
Wo have read thé article under the above heading in vour 
issue January 26th with great interest, and in the main 
we 13 . your contributor’s remarks. - 

viria, Š pe: contisany. been our aim. to [DAMM the system 


- : - = 


after enamelling; consequently 


.. Taspection for revairs or alterations. 


af the steel conduit -aystom of electrical 


as perfect as is poaibis for the varying conditions met with 
in installations, and we bave always recognised the absolute 
necessity of the screwed System being electrically continuous . 
throughout, so that efficient earthing can be obtained. 

Your correspondent' 8 criticism of conduit fittings and tubes 
having threads choked with enamel is undoubtedly justified, 
and is applicable to a number of the cheaper makes of conduits . 
and conduit fittings now on the market. 

General condemnation of the screwed conduit system on 
this account is, however, unfair and misleading, and can only 
indicate Mr. Lee's experience with the inferior grades of 
material The invariable practice in the manufacture of 
Simplex conduits and conduit fittings is to cut all threads 
they are always clean and free 
from enamel, and electrical continuity is assured. 

With regard to the non-screwed systems of conduit wiring. 
it is, of course, agreed that fhe use of these slip systems has 


a somewhat limited field, but very many satisfactory installa- ' 


tions have been carried out in slip conduit with the use of 
Simplex grip continuity nipples and screwed fittings. When 
carefullv installed, this system provides perfect electrical 
continuity, and the continual increase in its use would appear 
to be a sufficient reply to your contributor's opinion that 

it would not be very surprising if in the near future the 
further use of conduit, the chief advantage of which is that 
of cheapness, were abandoned." 

The statement repeated above relating to cheapness 
also calls for comment. We do not think a claim bas ever 
been formulated to the effect that the conduit svstem— 
whether socket, grip. or screwed—is relatively cheaper than 
other systems of wiring, at any rate. not in first cost. The 
advantages claimed are that complete mechanical protection 
is afforded to insulated conductors. safety from fire. ease of 
erection, and in properly designed installations. facility of 
Furthermore. the con- 
duit svetem is the onlv suitable one for installations where 
the conductora sre liable to mechanical ininry. and it cannot 
be disputed that it has a much longer life than any other 
system... 

The rémarks and criticisms relating to earthing clins are 
verv interesting. but we will forgo anv discussion on this 
subject until we have read the conclusion of the article in 


question. 
Simplex Condults, Ltd. 
Birmingham. A 
February lst, 1921. 
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A Testing Coil for Short Circuits. 


An one of vour correspondents is asking for the design of a 
testing coil for locating short circuits in stator and rotor ci 
fixed in position, I wish to bring the following device to his 
nofice. 

Tn construction it really consista of a number of laminated 

nlates holted together. As shown. when it is completed it 
takes the shape of a pole piece of s d.c. generator. T$ im 
wound with a coil of wire having a suitable resistance for the 


SINGLE PHAS. 
AL. SUPPLY 


supply voltage applied to the coil; the supply, of course, must 
be single-phase a.c. For exploring the stator coils, the pole 
pieces could be shaped as shown by the dotted lines. 

A short circuit or an intermittent short circuit soon makes 
itself apparent by local heating. 


T. D. Spark, M. I. M. E., A. M. I. E. E. 3 
Whitehaven 
January Wen, 1921. 


Pulverised Ceal and Celloidal Fuel. 


The short article written bv '' Imperial which anpesra in 
your issue for December 94th has been forwarded to me in 


I greatly appreciate the very fair criticiam of my report and 
Tron and Steel Institute paper. and welcome the prominence 
vour writer gives to this question of making full use of a 
evatem by which carhonaceons fnole can be conveniently ap- 
nlied and great economies effected thereby in a great many 
instances. ; 

I do not refute the atatement that T am an enthusiastic mn- 
parter of the gene ure of high- and low-grade solid fuel in 
wolverined form. for J have seen the succesa attained in this 
direction in America and believe in the future of this evstem : 
throughout the world, more especially in Pn where cos! 
Prices have risen to auch gopreseden ted f qures, bad where ' 
vast quantities of poor grade coals are available. 


oga ae — — — — — 
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al must, however, take exception to the intimation that I am 
" biased ”’ towards pulverised coal, per se, or that I favour any 
system or type of plant which is not the best and most efficient 
under the circumstances appertaining to any parnenigr appli- 
cation. 

In setting out upon my quest for information in 1918, I did 
sò purely in response to a desire to find out whether there was 
anything in pulverised coal. I knew practically nothing of the 
subject at that time, and had it not been for my offer that my 
Investigation would carried out without expense to the 
country, I doubt whether I should have received facilities to 
visit America in March, 1918. 

I hope that in the revised report, which will be available 
shortly, apparent inaccuracies and anomalies i in the present re- 
port will be eliminated. : 

It was most difficult, and in cases impossible, to obtain accu- 
rate or connected data relating. to actual costs of operation or 
running expenses, savings, &c., upon my first visit, but during 
the two years which have since elapsed further progress has 
been made, and my friends in America have supplied me with 
additional facts. figures, and opinions, so that in the revised 


edition of the Report the whole subject will be brought up- 


to-date. . - 

I, . would like to see the information. given in the 
Iron. and Steel Institute paper incorporated in one cover with 
the Fuel Research Bond e but this e cannot 
be accomplished.. . - 

In conclusion, I would thank ' el " for bis open sup- 
port of my object in giving as much authentic information as 
possible to the public on, this most important national question, 
and trust that by putting on record the history and present- day 
practice regarding. pulverised coal plant and applications, I 
shall have been. to some extent, instrumental in this future 
saving-of valuable high-quality coal, considerable. economy of 
labour and costs of. metal losses. increased steam production 
per unit of fuel, and the oration, of low -grade fuel deposita 
now unworked. 


"New York, U.S.A. 
_ January 14th, 1921, ZEN Par. t 


"TX Leonard Harvey. l 


t 
i 4 


20 A Flashing Problemm. 

A' series-interpole reversing motor flashes badly when run- 
ning in one direction, but the flashing can be stopped by alter- 
ing the brush position. When. however; the motor is-run in 
the opposite direction, the flashing takes place as before. 

The machine is correctly connected, and runs sparkless either 
n load or no load in: one direction. If a motor of the above 

seai on flashed when running both clockwise and anti- 

wise, 
a question Tam at present, ke Saio ‘ic. 34 


February 5th, 193... 


S `. Charging. Batteries tor Motor Cars. S 


Heferting to Messrs. Rootes's letter of January 28th inst., I 
have always found it best to make up such boards mveelf. 

Provided that energy is purchased at a low rate, the most 
adaptable method seems to be bv independent resistances, 
allowing oells of the same charging rate to be charged in 
series, the number of separate resistances heing determined 
hy the number of charging rates required. Built up of 
radiator units, for instance, it could be constructed by the 
garage electrician in a very short time. A simple board I 
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made up i some 12 months ago Hes: dite) as a temporary 
source of current for charging small cells and v.d. testing of 
armatures, &c., has proved so successful that it has not yet 
been replaced. Having enclosed one of the resistances in a 


sheet iron box, I can at the same time bake re-winds or dry 


out damp armatures. The resistance units in this case are 


230-V Belling fire bars. 


I look forward to suggestions fom your ende about 
methods employing a motor generator, The only one occurring 


TE 1 Qe 1 


T. could understand the trouble, but with the fault 


to me as likely is by adapting the O. M. B.” booster, by 
using with auxiliary brushes on the generator half of the com- 
mutator for each voltage. l , 
Cells in series with ; (+) and (-) charge at 2 amperes. 
” 23 ” 203 2 (+) ») (7) 9° oe 4 oe 
» 7 57 57 2 (+) 27 (—) : l 
. E S closed è ., ,,.8 
Car Lighting Electrician. 
" Maidstone. 
January lst, 1921. 
We should be pleased to fürhish Messrs. Rootes, Ltd., with: 
particulars of our charging board for use on d.c. mains. 
With this board we are able to charge, say, six batteries at 
one time, having various charging rates, the current consump- 
tion amounting to the charging rate of the largest battery. 
The board 18 inexpensive and simple in operation. l 


E. & C. Gates, Ltd., 
CHARLES GATES, 
Norwich. Managing Director. 
January 3lst, 1921. 


Shop Displays. 


I have been much interested in reading the letters under 
the above heading appearing in your valuable journal during 
the last few weeks. Ihe Electrical Contractors’ Association is, 
as its name implies, an association formed for the protection 
of the electrical contractor. It may be of interest to some of 
your correspondents to know that we have as members the 
principal electrical contractors in every large town in this 
country, as for instance: Bradford (Yorkshire) 45 members,. 
Manchester 120 members, Liverpool 60 members,. Birmingham. 
30 members, Leicester 16 "members, London 170 members, &c. 

I suppose electrical shopkeepers generally are not electrical 
contractors, but principally shopkeepers selling electrical goods 
as a side line who really take the business which the electrical 
contractor who carries out the installation work should have. 

The Lear Book published by the Electrical Contractors’ 
Association will give all who apply for a copy sufficient proof, 
that the Electrical Contractors’ Association 18 very much alive, 
and that but for the work it has done very many electrical 
contractors would not be able to carry on their businesses. 
We shall at all times be only too pleased to give information 
about membership. and what it means to the. electrical con- 
tractor. 

In conclusion, I may say that [ have at perenna hundreds 
of our members and have yet to find the dissatisfied ones, I 
can only think they exist in the imagination of one or two 
disappointed individuals. 

.A. Shaw, 
: Chairman, Propagandist dis (E. O. A. I. ). 
London. 
February 7th, 1921. 


The Life of Metallic-flament Lamps. 


We have read with interest the correspondence on the 
above, and while in the cases mentioned it is not stated under 
what ‘conditions the lamps were burned, i.e., whether bare 
or in fittings, it is well known that temperature, and therefore 
ventilation, has an enormous effect on their life. 

We have found in a large number of cases that lamps 
are under-rated, and when used on a supply which is slightly 
above the normal voltage, last a very short time for this one 
reason only. 

What appears, however, to be the general cause of lamp. 
failure 18 vibration, which seems to be much more detrimental 
to the half-watt type lamps than to the ordinary metal filament 
ones, and in this connection it is now being universally recog- 
nised that the Ross patent anti-vibration disks which we are 
supplying in very large numbers, both for our own and other . 
fittings, increase in many cases the life of the lamp by over 
100 per cent. These disks enable even small-wattage half-watt 
type lamps to be used on cranes, in ships’ engine rooms, for | 
street lighting where raising and lowering gears are used, and ` 
in many cases where it 1s otherwise impossible for even metal l 
filament lamps to be used. 

Our experience proves very conclusively that there are few, 
if any, cases where it is necessary to consider carbon lamps. 


For Engineering & Lighting Equipment Co., Ltd., 


BIRD, 
St. Albans. Director... 
February 3rd, 1921. 


I have just read with interest the letter of. your correspon- 
dent J. W. H.“ of January 19th, and being deeply interested ` 
in lamp: manufacture should appreciate a little further infor- 
mation of his experiences. 

It is a strange thing that of the thousands of consumers of 
electric lamps on a large scale there should be so few who 
have had the unfortunate experience of “J. W. H.” and 
“ Dudlux." It is perfectly obvious that a manufacturer could 
not possibly keep in business if he turned out poor quality 
lamps, such as suggested by your correspomdents; and I can 
si cue that by some misfortune poor lamps. are being pur- : 
chase 

Such adverse criticism of the performance of ‘the modern 
metallic- filament lamp is an e to the trade, and cannot 


Vol. 88. No. 2,358; Fzsavasry 11, 1921.) THE ELECTR'CAL REVIEW, 


178 


be left unchallenged, , Lamps cannot be guaranteed for life in- 
dividually—the reason for this should not require amplification 
—but average figures can be relied upon; and any consumer 
who has reason to believe he is not getting fair service can 
always, at tritling cost, call upon the National Physical Labora- 
tory to.corroborate his belief. The latter is @ course which 


should. be quite unnecessary, but one ae is bound to give 


satisfaction one way or the other. 
r i P. J. H. 
e ith, 1921. 


A Slide-Rule . 


Having recently to carry out a number of volt drop calcu- 
lations for cables of various sizes and capacities, I utilised the 
services of a Faber slide rule, pattern No. 878, fitted with 
dynamo and motor efficiency scales and loss of potential scales. 
It was with the latter that I carried out the calculations, 


and on completion I discovered that my results were in error. 


to the extent of approximately 100 per cent. 

To take a concrete instance, 100 yards of .06 sq. in. (nominal 
area) copper conductor has a "resistance of . 04003 ob (C.M.A. 
standards), which, if carrying a direct current of 50 amperes, 
the volt dem B= .04002X50=2 volts. Applying this to the 
Faber rule, taking 100 yards as 91 metres and .06 sq. in. as 
38.75 sq. millimetres, the result obtained is 4.1 * Faber's 
formula in this case 18:— 


"A urrent in AmperegX length in apelin: 


be 


, 28.1 (copper constant)Xcross section in sq. mm. 


‘It woulu seem that the result obtained under this operation 
is intended to give the total volt drop for lead and return, 
although it is distinctly stated in instructions supplied with 
the rule that the operation refers to a simple copper lead 
with direct current or alternating current free from induction. 

It would be interesting 2 hear if any of your readers have 


noticed this error, 
Leslie E. Toplis. 


"olt drop = 


Glasgow. 
February Ath, 1921 


— — — — — — 


. A False Report. 


Doubtless the attention of many electrical engineers will 
have been drawn to a case of a vouth at Palmers Green found 
dead in his bath, and as reported in the papers, the general 
impression given by the head-lines and brief report is that 
the cause of death was, or probably was, electric shock from 
a portable heater. 

The reports were. so conflicting, and the matter is of such 
importance, that I have made inquiries, and although: it is 
probably impossible to overtake the impression created in the 
mund of the public, I think electrical engineers should be put 
in possession of the facts so that they inay answer anyone 
who raises this case in future. 

At the first inquest, the medical evidence briefly was that 
as a small electric heater was found in the bath after the 
body had been removed, the presumption wus electric shock, 
u presumption based on no technical evidence or investigation, 
and apparently put forward because at that time no other 
cause had been found. At the adjourned inquest Dr. Spilsbury, 
the Home Office expert, who had in the meantime been called 
in, stated that the cause of death was the existence of the 
condition known as '' status lymphaticus,’’ 
evidence of electric current having passed through the body. 
He added that this condition made sudden death possible from 
the slightest shock, such as fright or sudden immersion in 
hot or cold water. 
shock. which in medicine has a general meaning, was no 
doubt interpreted by the reporters to suggest electric shock. 

No witness was able to say that the heater was in the 
bath before the body was lifted out, and the coroner, in 
summing up. pointed this out; and with reference to statements 
made at the first inquest about burns on the body, Dr. 
Spilsbury stated that these were made after death, in fact, 
in the effort.to resuscitate by application of heat. Expert elec. 
trical evidence was given disproving the theory originally put 
forward. 

It is evident, therefore, that Dr. T R was quite clear 
on the cause of death, and the fact that the predisposing 
cause was not equally clear does not affect the issue, which 
is that the suggestion. of death: from electric shock had no 


existence except as an hypothesis put TOP to cover ignor- 


ance of the real cause. 


London n. 
N 31st, 1921. 


Liewelya B. Atkinson, - M.1.E.E. 


é* 


The Reduction in Price of Lamps. 


I should be glad if you would find space in your valued 
columns for à few remarks concerning Ne unfairness of the 
Electric Lamp Manufacturers’ Association. Undoubtedly its 
members have for some time past had the intention of ‘re- 
ducing the price of lamps to the public. 
they no doubt kept a.secret, givin 
but helping retailers to pile up ur 


no intimation to the trade, 
stock at the old prices. 


And to-day, i, Mer announeing to the public the big reductions . 
in lampe. per cent, | 


they send out a circular letter that a 1 


t 


and he found no. 


Unfortunately this use of the word” 


This intention 


rebate will be allowed on lamps invoiced in January. This is, 
of course, very kind of them, but what about rebate on lamps 
purchased prior to January and still in stock? Not a word. 

One can now understand why one of the E.L.M.A. mem- 
bers was offering prizes to his representatives for lamp sales 
up to December. 1920. 

However, we must hear what the E.L.M.A., with which, 
we have communicated, and other retailers have to say in the 


matter. 
N. J. Scarborough, 
North Finchley. SCARBOROUGH, MITCHELL & Co. 
February lat, 1921. 


Electricity Supply from Sarptus Sources. 

The subject upon which Mr. Pain writes in your issue of 
the 4th inst. is one of immense importance from the point 
of view of coal conservation. 

In spite of the great increase in the cost of coal, little 
ellort seems to be made to further its more economical utilisa-. 
tion. The habit of passing it on to the consumer has 
become chronic, and all that most people can suggest i8 the 
super-station that is designed to perpetuate what Mr. Pain 
aptly calls the ‘* ghastly waste involved in discarding 60 per 
cent. of the heat of the fuel with the cooling water." It is 
really about 50 per cent., but even if it is only 30.per cent. 
1t is bad enough. 

There are innumerable cases where waste heat from the 
power station can be used in industries, and the other way 
round, namely, industries requiring a large amount of heat 
and a small amount of power, could generate as much power 
us is represented by their heat requirements and feed the 
surplus power into the public mains. 

A coal merchant was in my oftice yesterday chuckling over 


, 8 factory recently changed from steam plant (with utilisation 


of exhaust steam for factory purposes) to electric power from 
the mains. ‘They use live steam now, but buy from him as 
much coal as they did previously, and as he supplies the 
local power station as well, he gets the extra business repre- 
sented by the power supplied to the factory—a splendid 
example of conservation of fuel aided and abetted by the 
electricity supply station! f 

An almost ideal example of conservation of fuel is to be 
found in a remote town in Essex, where a local timber works 
gasify their wood refuse and have installed a gas engine-driven 
electric plant. They generate nearly 1,000 55 „ three-fifths 


-- of which goes out of their works to light the town and supply 


power to other power users. Not a ton of coal is burnt, and 
over a period of ten years it is found that 3 lb. of this refuse 
produces a b.h.p.hour, and the plant is extended nearly 
every year. 

I know another town where the staple industry produces 
wood refuse in great quantities, and where, after great efforts, 
the local power users have been induced to install. electric 
motors and practically give away their wood refuse. Some 
of the latter is burned under the boilers at the local power. 
station. I would not quarrel with this arrangement provided.. 
the local electricity supply people had the intelligence to con- 
tract for the whole of the wood refuse and gasify it and make 
the best use of it, but instead of that they burn it, and use. 
about 15 lb. per b.h.p.-hour instead of 3 lb., and use quantities . 
of coal in addition. 

In another case the local supply people use oil engines, 
and are, therefore, unable to burn any of the wood refuse. 

I have on hand at the present time plans for what I imagine 
will show some rather remarkable results in thermal effi- 
ciency. The plant will consist of a steam electric power, 
station for the manufacture of cyanamide for producing ' 
fertilisers for a group of sugar growers, whose refineries will' 
adjoin the power station and absorb the waste steam heat, 
some of which will be supplied above atmospheric pressure. 

Unless the steam electric station can work somewhat on' 
these lines it is not justified, chiefly because it is a coal 

waster, and I maintain that a coal-wasting plant is bad, 
engineering. 

The other dav a central-station engineer told me with pride 
thut he had brought his coal consumption down to 24 lb. 

per kWh—“' very near the super-station.’’ As I had inspected ' 
a few days before a little 700-h.p. gas pumping plant 0 0 
on a wretched load factor and doing a b.h.p.-hour on 0.9 lb. 
of coal, I could not work up much enthusiasm for his 23 Ib. 


per kWh. 
l A. Hugh Seabrook. 
London. 
February 8th, 1921. 


Trade with Brazil.—The new British Ambassador to 
Brazil. Sir John Tilley, K.C.M.G., C.B., attended the meeting of ' 
the Overseas Committee of the F.B.I., on January 27tb. He 
solicited the views of the members of the Committee with regard 
to the difficult/es experienced by British manufacturers trading in, 
Brazil, and, according to the Bulletin of the Federation, he 
promised to do all in his power to encourage a closer trade 
relationship between that country and Great Britain, and to, 
endeavour to secure the removal of several disabilities under which, 
British manufacturers are at present labouring, 
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THE ELECTRICAL WHOLESALERS' 
FEDERATION. 


On Wednesday, last week, at the Hotel Russell, the annual 
general meeting of the Federation took place, in private. At 
midday the proceedings were suspended for luncheon, to 
which the Press was invited. Mr. A. Albrecht, the chairman, 
presided, and in proposing the toast of 
tions," said it was the first occasion on which guests had 
been present. The Federation was formed in 1914 to safeguard 
the interests of the wholesalers’ branch of the electrical in- 
dustry; the factor was formerly looked upon as a parasite, 
but to-day it was recognised that he could give very important 
assistance to both manufacturer and contractor. They began 
by setting their house in order; their rules admitted only 
genuine wholesalers who carried. stocks, and strict inquiries 
were made into the stability of new applicants for member- 
ship. All wiring interests were eliminated. They were a 
small body, but their numbers were increusing, and they 
rejected more applications for admission than t ey granted. 
They were now tackling the problems -which affected other 


bodies also, and he offered a special welcome to Mr. Ll. B. 


Atkinson as representing the Cable Makers’ Association; 

a year ago the two associations had formulated an agreement, 

which had worked so well that although the Federation had 
appoinfed a ''Complaints Committee," it had never been 
called together. He also welcomed Mr. Edgcombe, of the 
Electric Lamp Manufacturers' Association, expressing the hope 
that the latter would recognise that the labourer was worthy of 
his hire, and that the differences between the Federation and 
the Association would soon be adjusted; he pointed out that 
recent amalgamations had been directed towards concentrating 
control and cheapening production, but none of them towards 
improving distribution—a very important consideration. To 
Mr. Collinson, president of the Electrical Contractors’ Associa- 
tion, he also extended a welcome, remarking that their asso- 
ciations had many matters in common, and they would 
shortly meet to discuss them; the possibility that a consumer 


"TL 
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" Kindred Associa- 


could buy électtical goods more cheap! than a contractor was 
a disgrace to the industry. In conclusion, he declared that 
the Federation worked in no selfish spirit, but aimed at co- 
operation and good fellowship and the welfare of the whole 
industry 

In responding. Mr. . ATKINSON claimed that the Institution of 
Electrical Engineers was now fulfilling the needs both ot the 
industry and of electrical science. The Cable Makers’ Asso- 
ciation was equally fulfilling very useful functions to ite own 
members and to the industry, and was & pattern of what 
a manufacturers’ trade association should be; 95 sauce: with 
the Federation were most cordial, and h parties bad 
benefited by the working of the end 

Mr. J. E. Eporcomse said the commercial side was the 
backbone of the industry, and referred to the recent reduc- 
tion in price of lamps, which would greatly accelerate business, 
The interests of the manufacturers and the wholesalers were 
practically identical; the Lamp Manufacturers' Association bad 
lately been in conference with the Federation, and was always 
pleased to discuss matters which concerned both sides. | 

Mr. OOLLINSON emphasised the necessity of getting together 
and dissipating difficulties.. A line should be drawn between 
the activities of the contractor and the wholesaler; it was 
largely & question of discounts, and he hoped their coming 
meeting would smooth away their differences. Approvin = 
the reduction in price of lamps, he suggested that as rub 
copper, and cotton had fallen in m pus. the time was ripe 05 
the cable makers to admit & uyer to a ahare in those 
reductions. 

The CHAIRMAN, on behalf the Federation, presented to 
Mr: A. G. Beaver, the hon. secretary, a cheque for 100 guineas 
as a.token of their high appreciation of his indefatigable 
labours and ambitious schemes. 

Mr. BEAVER, in acknowledging the gift, said that his work 
for the Federation was a real pleasure, and he valued their 
goodwill above all else. 

Mr. H. Bopen, in proposing a vote of thanks to the dae 
man, described the Federation as a brotherhood, linking 
together the manufacturers and the contractors; and Mr. 
ALBRECHT, in responding, acknowledged the invaluable help 
afforded him by the Management Committee. 


——— — ͤ— 


BUSINESS — 


The “Trump” Electric Soldering Iron. — With 
reference to our description of the above new devioe in our last 
issue, it should be pointed ont that the light-weight iron takes 
1'5 A, or 150 W on a 100-V circuit, and not 2°7 A., or 270 W, 
whioh figures apply to the heavy-weight iron. 


Company Liquidatlous, — TnArroRD POWER AND dione 
SUPPLY (1902), LTD.—Meeting of members will be held at 
60 and 62, Spring Gardens, Manchester, on March 7th, to hear an 
account of the winding-up from the liquidator. 

GRassINGTon, ELECTRIC BSuPPLY CO, LTD. — 
voluntarily. Liquidator, Mr. G. J. Harker, of Grassington, Shipton. 


A meeting of creditors is called for February 16th, at the Wilson i 


Arms Hotel, Graesington. 


LEYBURN ELECTRIC SUPPLY Co., LTD.—À meeting of members | 


is called for March 14th, at the registered offices of the ny, 
Leyburn, to hear an account x the winding-up from the li liquidat 
Mr. F. Dobson. 

Bankruptcy Proceedings.—Gxonoz WX. LESTER, elec- 
trical engineer, formerly trading as Lester & Browne, at 


44-6, Surbiton Road, Kingston.—A sitting of the London Bank- 
4th, before 


ruptoy Oourt was appointed to be held on Februa 
Mr Registrar Francke, for the public examination. The receiving 
order was made on October 30th, upon the petition of Johnson and 
Phillipe, Ltd., and accounts have been lodged showing total 


liabilities 41,908 18s, (unsecured, £1,823 18s.), and no available 
assets. Mr. Garton, Official Receiver, reported that the cash and 


goods accounts ordered on the last occasion had not yet been lodged, 
and the sitting was farther adjourned till April Sch. Appended is 
a list of the principal creditors :— 


` UNSECURED. 
Johnson & Phillips "T .. £417 Union Cable Co,, Ltd. £46 
Stella Lamp Co., Ltd. . 888 Wynne, G. E. L 
Siemens Bros., Ltd. ee ee 8 Studd & Millington, Ltd. 
Western Electric Co.  .. .. 60 “ Electrica! Review," Ltd. 
Walker, E. J. . 54 Northcott, W. H. x 
International l Co. . 69 Shenton & Co., Ltd. 1 
Oriental Tube Co. -eo 78 Newman Electric Co. 
Prior Watson & Co. „ 04 Belling & Co. 
Pope's Electric Lamp co. .. 58 | Browne, W. T. 


Treloar & Sons sa ee 53 


GEORGE DOLBY, ie 39, East Marsh Street, and 129, Free- 
man Street, Great Grimsby. —The following are creditors in this 
case :— 


Peadle & Co., Ltd. . ee £78  GeneralElectric co. £49 
Edison Swan Electric Co. .. 42 Geipel & Co., Ltd. ; ss 16 
Dolby, Mrs. .. ET ES .. 750 Siemens Bros, & Co., Ltd. . 88 & 154 


JAMES SHERRED DENLEY, trading as Denley and Co., 69, Regent 


Street, Cheltenham, electrician and cycle dealer.— The firat meeting of 


the creditors was held on February 3rd, at Cheltenham. The state- 


mont of affairs showed unsecured liab lities £111, while the gross 
amounted to £38, from which had to be deducted preferential assets 
olátms, £20. Debtor attributed his position to want of capital, 


Winding-up | 


tor, 


Po 


loss on contracts, bad trade, and not having ise knowledge - 
of the business. No resolution was passed, and the mutter. v. 
left with the Official Receiver. The public examination of the 
debtor was held on February 3rd. The examination was closed, 

J. W. GLADWIN, electrica] engineer, 81, Buroot Road, and 
1a, Meersbrook Park Road, Sheffield, — First meeting, Mesi 
Publio examination, Maroh 3rd. Both at Sheffield. 

W. DRYSDALE, electrician, 21, Paxton Street, Barrow-in-Purnew. 
—Trustee, Mr. H. Mossop, Ramsden Square, B&rrow-in.Furness -. 


Dissolutions of eire — SoHo ELECTRICAL ` 
WOBES, electrical engineers, 195 gton, Liverpool.—Mr, F. 8, 
Ormonde and Mr. N. Bilverstone have dissolved partnership. Mr. 
F. 8. Ormonde will attend to debts. 

FENNELL.& FOBRESTER, electrical engineers, 48, Queen's Road, 
Nuneaton.— Messrs. W. W. Fennell and G.. C. Forrester have dis- 
82lved partnership. Mr. Fennell will attend to deb‘s. "e ogntinue 
the business under the same style. P 

general à 


Trade Asnouncoments.— WRIGHT * Son, 
engineers, of Edgware, Middlesex, who have deen established sinoe .- 
1864, and are Government stampers and contractors, are now 
soliciting inquiries from electrical mavufacturers, for pressings, 
components, press-tools, &o. Mr. G. G. Hazard, who is mansger 
and secretary to the company, has been engaged in the London 
electrical industry since 1903, and for 10 years was Tondon repre: 
sentative of Siemens Bros. i 

Messrs. BLEOTRICAL UTILFTIES, LTD., have’ appointed the 
following firms to represent them :—Mr. H. H. Hopkins, of 16. 
John Dalton Street, Manchester (for Lancashire, Cheshire, and 
North Wales) ; Messrs. H. R. Herring & Oo., of 10, Windsor Flues, 
Oardiff (for South Wales, Monmouth, Hereford, end Gloucester). - 

MrssnRsS. JOHNSON & PHILLIPS, LTD., have just opened a branch 
office in Bristol, at 1, Nelson Street (Telephone: No. No. 3495), whero 
the will carry stocks of cables, wires and accessories, 

R. F. HOSBAND informe Ge thak his peonoeed renresdcdaticn - uc 
of Messrs. Fillery Frères & Oie., of Paris, has fallen through, «s - 
the firm are shortly . in London to pve” ! 
delivery from stook. | 

MESSRS, SWITCHGEAR & Cowans, LTD., have. now removed. w- 
Telephone number : Trafford Park 597." 
Manchester.” — 

THE SCIENTIFIO TNVESTIONS BTRDIGATE LTD. of m Tatham: s 
Road, Stonebridge Park. N.W. 10, has: removed to 4. . 
Buildings, Holborn Bars, E. C. 


Catalogues and Lists.— THE EDISON SwAN -ErxorhIC © 
Co., LTD., Ponders End, Middlesex.—A short circular letter noti- 
fying reductions in the prices of Royal Ediswan gasfilled and 
vacuum lamps. 

List No. E.M. 206, Massage and Radiant Heat (28 pp.). a well- 
illustrated catalogue of electro-medical apparatus, including 
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portable vibrators, Schnee baths, radiant heat baths, &c. List 
No. E.M. 207, "Disthermy and High Frequency " (16 pp.). This 
includes illustrations and descriptions of electrodes, condensation 
couches, and a diathermy and high-frequency attachment for 
use with ooils of X-ray installations. Both catalogues are fully 


THE CURTIS MANUFACTURING Co., Conduit Place, Paddington, 
W. 3.—An illustrated folder 
" dimmers” for kinemas, &c. | 

Dor INDUSTRIEL JUNOD, Geneve-Oarouge, Switserland.— An 
illustrated leafiet in French, Englich; German, Italian, and Spanish 
dealing with a small table fan. 

HaARwoL BPEOIALTIES Co., 51, Oldhall Street, Liverpool.—Amn 
illustrated leaflet dealing with a very small and compact self- 
generating eleetrio pocket lamp. 

THE ELECTRICAL APPARATUS Co., LTD., Vauxhall Works, South 
Lambeth Road, S.W. 8—Leaflet H 55, illustrating and describing 


starters for squirrel-cage motors—two and three-phase. 


reversing 
Fully priced. . 3 

Tux Newman ELECTRICAL Co, 64, Newman Street; W. 1.-- 
Four leafleta : (a) Nuco " artistic opal bowl fittings ; (b) net price- 
list of wood bloeks; (c) ‘Nuco” alabaster bowl fittings; aud 
(d) a price-list of lighting accessories, including holders, wall plugs, 
Switches, &o. 


Tum STANTON IBONwORRS OOo. LTD., Stanton-by-Dale, near 


Nottingham. —An illustrated folder giving details of cast-iron 
pipe of various sizes and types. A calendar for February is 
Taz MIDLAND ELECTRIC MANUFACTURING Oo., LTD., Barford 
Street, Birmingham.—'" The M. E. M. Message"—an interesting 
50 rlet describing the methods of design, manufacture, and sale of 
ironclad switch and fase gear by the firm. Views of the offices 


and MIT. Aper as well as illustrations of the switchgear. 


manufacture 
THE Sun ELECTRICAL Co., LTD., 118-120, Charing Oross Road, 


W. O. 3.—List No. 823, giving details of reduced prices for various 
types of vacuum and gasfilled lamps. Also a leaflet (No. 332). 


illustrating “Sunoo.” Britieh porcelain, one, two, and three-way 


connest ors. 3 "m 
. MESSRS. RAYNER & HEALD, Lrp., Duke Street, Derby.—A fully- 


illustrated list (16 pp.) giving details of two- and three-phase 


induction motors with rotor starters and control gear. ns 


THE GENERAL ELECTRIC Co, LTD., 67, Queen Victoria Street, 
RO. 4.— Leafleta Nos. O 82,370 and 2,385, also a small folder giving 
the revised prices for G. E. O. Osram vacuum and gasfilled lamps. 
Lesfiet No. F I 3,463, dealing with Benjamin R-L-M " standard 
dispersive reflectors ; illustrated and priced. Leaflet No. F 2,480, 
containing a special offer (to the trade only) of electric light fittings 
and accessories at reduced prices during the month of February 
only. The ist inelndes bowl fittings, eleobroliers, shades, table 

and lanterns. . E s 

Section -E (3), idustrating and describing small transformers 
and auto-tranefo 
prioms sre given. Section P (6), dealing with large single- and 
thrée-phase tra 
drawings, l 


Mens. SAGAB-RICHARDE, LTD., Woodbottom Works, Luddenden- 


foot, Yorku—An illustrated booklet giving particulars of Emcos " 
eleotrical 


mercurial cut-outs. 


Messrs. SIMPSON, BAKER & Co., 4, St. Augustine's Place, Tram- 


y Centre, Bristol.—Stock list (24 pp.) and net price list (8 pp.) 
ot electrical” accessories, including 
Messrs, Dikxy & Lucas, 829, High Holborn, W.C.1.—An 
illustrated pamphlet giving particulars of Adhex patent 
belting, and a à dw from 2*e Engineer on the same subject. 

Messrs. W. 
(agents for WILLIAM FOSTER & Co., Lrn.).— An illustrated leaflet 


advertising Foster steam wagons. - : 
. Janus & PORDES,.8, Orawford Passage, Farringdon 


Mens. 
Road, K. O. 1.—A letter announcing that a complete bell set has 
been placed on the market: The sets include bell, battery, leads, 


Tus BnRiTISH .ALUMINIUM Oo. LTD., 109,- Queen Victoria 


Street, E.O. 4.—An interesting little booklet giving i:lustrations of 


a number of applications of aluminium to automobile construction, 
electric transmieslon.systems, domestic utensils ko. 


Tas Buu. ELacrBICAL Co. (NORTHERN), LTD., Palatine 


Chambers, Market Street, Halifax,—A dealing with 
“ Emoos" meroury cut-outa with hardwood cases. Priced, | 
Development of Trade with China.— The Times 
mentions the formation of a chartered corporation to! develop 
Britiah trade with Ohina It is not intended to call for sub- 
soriptions from the publio at the present time. British manu- 


however, are to be given the opportunity of subscribing . 


facturers, 

for founders’ shares, with which oapital the business of the 
corporation will be commenced. + when the affairs of 
the corporation havé been placed on a sound footing asa going 
coneern, the pablic, both in China and Great Britain, will be 


either in the direction of obtaining from the corporation technical 
rcr etian T for setting up works and factories of all 


corporation has been largely due to the efforts of Major 
Nathan (of the Kailan Mining Administration 
Metcalf, of Messrs. Babcock & Wiloox. 


giving details and prices of Celec ". 


rmers, aingie and three-phase, oil and air-cooled ; 
transformers, giving illustrations and dimensioned 


switches, cut-outs, holders, — 


PEASE & Oo. 8, Southampton Row, W. O. 2 


j or as to the best means for the disposal of British . 
5 prodacts in the markets of China. The formation of 


1) and Mr, H. F. 


Book Notices.—The Cambridge University Press hopes to 
publish by next October the first of a series of monographs on 
recent developments of physica, which shall serve as supplementa to 
Dr. N. R. Campbell's “Modern Electrical Theory." It is difficult 
to keep such a book abreast of the times by means of new editions ; 
accordingly, the plan is proposed of issuing monographs, each 
corresponding roughly to & chapter of the book, the colleotion of 


which will in due course replace the book. The ee ; 
em. 


be edited by Dr. Oampbell, but he will not write all of 
authors will not be, however, experts in the branches of physics 
concerned, for it is felt that a critical survey of a subject, such as 


is appropriate to a text-book, is more easily adopted by those who . 


have not made important contributions towards it. The first 


three monographs of the series will deal with Spectra, the Quantum. 


Theory of Energy, and the Constitution of Atoms and Molecules. 
“The Electrical Power Engineer." Vol. IL, Nos. 6, December, 


1920, and 7, January, 1921. Price 4d. The December number 


includes, among many other interesting items, the Colchester 


award and reports of proceedings at the branches of the E.P.E.A. 
The January issue is particularly interesting, as it deals with the 
"orisis" which oocurred in connection with the award of the 
National Joint Board. 
the ways of local Councils in dealing with such matters. 


Scientific Paper of the U.S. Bureau of Standards, No. 405, A 


Simple Portable Instrument for the Absolute Measurement of 
Reflection and Transmission." (6 Bp.) ‘Washington’: Government 
Printing Office. Price 5 cents.— 


adapted for attachment to a portable photometer. The opening in 


the instrument described, a 
small integrating sphere, with a small segment cut off, has been 


" Poeticus " contributes an amusing skit on 


the sphere is placed over the surface to be tested, so that the latter 


completes the surface of the sphere. 


Technologic Papers of the U.S. Bureau of Standards. No. 173, ’ 


" Tests of Bond Resistance between Concrete and Steel" (pp. 66, 


85 figs.). Price 25 cents. No. 179, “Electric Arc Welding of 


Steel: I, Properties of the Aro-Fused Metal," (pp. 63, 28 fige) 


Price 15 cents, Washington: Government Printing Office.—The 


latter paper is a record of experiments for determining the - 


mechanical properties of the fused metal, and the structure has 


been microscopically examined and photographed. 


„The Transactions of the South African Institute of Rleotrioal : 


Engineera,” Vol. IX, Part 12, December, 1920. Price 2s.—This 


issue contains a paper on "Power Interference on Telephone 


Circuits," illustrated by diagrams, together with a discussion. 
Also a discussion on a paper on Small Suction Gas Planta,“ which 
appeared in the August journal. 

„Industrial Gases." Vol. I, No.6. December, 1930. (32 pp.).— 
This issue contains a number of articles and notes on oxy-acetylene 
welding, production of helium in the U.. A., synthetic manufacture 


of ammonia, &o, 
“The Faraday House Journal." Vol. IX, No. 2.— This issue coon- 
tains a portrait and obituary notice of the late Mr. Francis Ince, a 


Governor of Faraday House, and articles on Insulation Resistance : 


of House Wiring," The Peebles-La Cour Motor Converter,” Ko. 

“ Elements of the Mathematical Theory of Electricity and Mag- 
netism." By Sir J. J. Thomson, Fifth Edition. Pp. 410. Figs. 
136. Price 25s. net. . 

-“The Dynamical Theory of Gases.” By J. H. Jeans. Third 
Edition. Pp. vii + 442. Price 30€. net. 
Press. 

" Engineering Abstracts" New Serios. No. 6. January, 1921. 
London : The Institution of Civil Engineers. 

Foreign Trade Tables.“ 
Skinner & Co. Price 21s. net. 


Norwegian Industry. According to a N orwegian con- ` 


mbridge: University | 


By A. J. Lawson. London: Thos. 


temporary, a decided decline has taken place in the situation of 


Norwegian electrical manufacturing works, and many of them have 
been compelled to introduce restrictions in working. ign comi- 


Foreign 
petition, particularly from Germany, is very perceptible, and yis 
time this. 


submitted that steps must be taken to prevent it from 
upper hand. Installation firms hope to have a 
winter, bat they regard the future with some concern, 


Bristol Electrical Contractors’ Dinner. On January 81st | 


the Bristol Branch of the National Federated Electrical Association . 


held a dinner and social evening. The chair was taken by Mr. W. B. 


Williams, chairman of the branch. The chairman alluded to, 


the powers possessed by the Bristol Corporation to carry on retail . 


trade with regard to electrical work. He felt that the Corporation 


should not retain those powers. If the Bristol contractors were 


united into one body, he thought they would get the Corporation 


to relinquish such trading, not, of course, by force, but by agree- 


ment. Another matter they wished remedied, was wholesale - 


houses supplying customers and allowing them discount; and 
some changes were also desirable in the matter of 
which often involved a contractor 


in considerable expense for l 


nothing. The only way by which they could get matters improved , 


was by organisation, and by getting every oontraotor interested 
in the Association. Mr. A. C. McWhirter (Oardiff) spoke of a 
number of difficulties concerning contractors which had been 
removed in Cardiff through organisation. Mr. W. A. Shaw (Stock- 
port), chairman of the F.E.A. Propaganda Committee, followed 

th an address. Mr. L, G. Tate (London), general secretary, 
N. F. E. A., mentioned that a deputation of the Inoorporated Muni- 
cipal Electrical Association and a deputation of the Council of 
his Association were to meet shortly to see if some kind of agree- 
ment could be drawn up whereby the munici 


A 


» 


engineers would, 
not tread on the corns of the contractors, and the latter would do 


all they could to assist the sale of the "juice." The question of 


registration was being put before the Electricity Commissioners. 
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British and German Maguetos.—Lecturing at the 
Motor Show in Glasgow on. ‘' Maznetos for Internal Combustion 
Engines,’ Mr. A. P. Young. M.I E.E., pointed out that British 
designsrs had improved on the design of the German Bosch Oo., 
both electrically and mechanically. Unless the promised Govern- 
ment protsction of the magneto industry as a key" industry was 
forthcoming, ths lecturer stated that in his opinion the British 
industry would perish. At the present moment German magnet os 
were coming freely into thie country, and on account of the 
favourable rate of exchange, the Bosch Co. was able to sell at 
prices less than the cost of materials used in a corresponding British 
resign. 


Calendar.— THERE City ELECTRICAL Co., 1, Emerald 
Street, London, W. C. 1, has sent us one of its large art calendars, 
which will quite worthily adorn our walls during the remainder of 
1921, and possibly thereafter, by reason of what is described to us 
as the " guileless innocence " of Our Lady Artist (by M. Hervé), 
the subject of the picture. 


Continental Competitive Prices.— The following letter 
from an importer at Madeira appeared in Zhe Times, under the 
title Prices and Unemployment " : — 

"In the ordinary course of business I had to buy 50 tons of 
quicklime and 10 tons of hoop iron. I received the following 
prices from England and Belgium: — Hoop iron, f. o. b. Antwerp, 
£19 10s. per ton; Liverpool, & 28 6s. per ton; lime, f.o b. Antwerp, 
£4 per ton; Liverpool, £6 17s. 6d. p»r ton. The difference in 
price against the British manufacturer was 47 per cent. and 70 per 
cent. respectively. Naturally, orders went to Belgium. Should 
such vast differences oontinue, exports from Great Britain must 
decrease and unemployment increase. HABRBY HINTON.” 


United States Exports.— Attention is drawn by a special 
correspondent of The Times Trade Supplement in New York to the 
Foreign Trade Financing Corporation, which is being organiscd by 
& Committee under the auspices of the American Bankers’ Associa- 
tion, U.S. Chamber of Commeroe, and the National Foreign Trade 
Council. Its purpose is to enable foreigners to buy American 
products by financing exportation. The corporation is to have a 
capital stock of $100,000,000 and powers to issue debentures up to 
$1,000,000,000. Producers cannot sell on a long-term payment 
basis, and Europe, the principal market, cannot buy on a short- 
term basis. The Corporation will, therefore, provide for the exten- 
sion of credit, but only to countries where there is a stable 
Government and where there is an assurance of intelligent purpose.” 
A campaign of education on the value and responsibilities of 
foreign trade will be inaugurated through every possible channel. 


For Sale.—By direction of the Disposal Board, Ministry 
of Munitions, Messrs. Edwards, Son & Bigwood will sell by auction 
on February 2ith and 25th at H.M. Cartridge Factory No. 8, 
Blackpole, near Worcester, a quantity of machine tools, electrical 
and other plant ; Assets Auctions Co., Ltd., will sell by auction at 
Shepherd's Bush, on February 15th, a quantity of electrical goods 
and stores. For particulars, see our advertisement pages to-day. 


Foreign Trade.—Januarny Ficures.—The following 


are the values of imports and exports of electrical goods and 


machinery in January :— l 
IE January, 
M 1921. Ino. or dec. 
‘ IMPORTS. l E -` .- 
Electrical goods, &c. ecc .. 242,643 + 164,774 
Machinery... ... m e. 1,559,615 + 15.939 
Electrical machinery ... .... 111,001 + 2,000 
(EXPORTS, | 
Blectrical goods, ko. 1.294,898 + 604,504 
Machinery ... eee ove . 8,060,204 + 1.326.890 
Electrical machinery  ... .. 445,132 + 271,206 
RE-EXPORTS, _ 
Electrical goods, &o. sis E 80,498 + 18,896 
Machinery ee ecc [IIl i eee 133,432 + 52,410 i 


Electrical machinery... E 8,600 t 6,680 


Ediswau Gtri Footballers.—The Girls’ Football Team 
of the Ediswan Electric Co., Ltd., played their first away match on 
February 3rd, their opponenta being a team of girls from J. Lyons 
and Co., Ltd. Although defeated by 5—0, the Ediswan girla were 
not disgraced, the general run of the play being in their favour. 
den fixtures include matches with girls’ teams from Eley's, the 

E. C., &c. 


‘Industrial Efficlency.—AÀ number of conferences, in 
some of which the Industrial League and Council has co- operated 
with the Higher Production Council. are to be held in connection 
with the Daily Mail Efficiency Exhib:tion at Olympia. The 
subjects include:—February 12th, Commercial Education“; 
February 14th, " Fatigue Elimination " ; February 21st, '' Scientific 
Management“; February 222d. Industrial Co-operation“; 
February 231d, Prcduction and Unemployment." 


Franco-American Enterprise in Spaln.— It is announced 
that the French Thomson-Houston Co., in conjunction with the 
United States General Electric Co., is forming the Socié.é 
Iberique de Constructions Electriques of Bilbao, with a share 
capital of 20.000.000 pesetas, for the construction of electrical 
apparatus. 
founder companies, | 


e w. 


One-third of tho capit u is to b> subscribed by the two . 


Low-Voltage Appliances.— THe ELROTRIO HgATING Co., 
of George Street, Croydon, points out that the greater use which is 
now being made of smail lighting sets for country houses, 
farms, &c., has created a demand for apparatus suitable for low 
voltages—30 to 60 V—common with that class of lighting. A 
oonsiderab:e volume of busine:s has therefore fallen to the oom- 
piny, owing to its having immediately set itself to cater for this 
business, and its Elect " irons are eminently suited for this low- 
voltage work, by reason of the construction lending itself to low 
loading, which is important when the margin of surp'us load is 
small These irons are of the type which has just successfully 
borne the ordeal of a very severe test, and are made in mass pro- 
duotion, 40,000 always being in stock and progress. 


The Manufacture of X-Ray Apparatus.—In order to 
reduce costs and to increase the effiviency of their X-ray and 
electro-medical apparatus, Messrs. X-Rays, Lrp., have made 
arrangements with the Cox-CAVENDISH ELECTRICAL Co., LTD. 
whereby all the X-ray apparatus required by the latter firm in 
future will be manufactured throughout at the first-mentioned 
firm's works a‘ Queen's Park, W., and on the other hand, the 
accessory appliances and electro-medical apparatus will be made at 
the Cox-Cavendish Co.'s factory at Willesden. This combinatio. 
of interests is expected to result in the design of X-ray outfita being 
considerably improved. Messrs. X-Rays, Ltd. possess a well- 
equipped research laboratory, and are in a position to supply trans- 
formers and coils of unique design. 


Foreign Trade Catalogues.— The Exhibition Division 
of the Department of Overseas Trade has issued an index o 
foreign trade catalogues available in the Department. The colleotion 
contains 15,000 trade catalogues of German, Austrian, United 
States of America. Italian, Belgium, Canadian, Swiss, Danish, 
French, Japanese, Dutch. Polish, Swedish, Norwegian, Portuguese, 
Spanish, and Finnish firms. The catalogues may be examined by 
United Kingdom manufacturers in the library of the Foreign 
Samples Section at 7-11, Old Bailey, E C. 4, or copies will be sent out 
on loan to manufacturers in the provinces who may desire to inspect 
them. During the year 1920, 6,482 catalogues were borrowed by 
506 firms, the total number borrowed since the inauguration of 
the library being 28,000. It is hoped that the facilities provided 
by this library will be fully utilised by manufacturing firms in 
the United Kingdom. | ' 


E.D.A. Activitles.—The Electrical Development Associa- 
tion has just published a booklet (E D.A., 98. 3d.), entitled The 
Power Behind the Home." This illustrates and describes very 
fully the houses erected and equipped by the Newosatle-on-Tyne 
Electric Supply Co., at Billingham, Stockton-on-Tees. The photo- 
graphs of the house interiors seem to radiate cleanliness in every 
detail, and are an admirable testimony to the health-p:eserving 
qualities of electricity in the home. The booklet also gives views 
of some houses erected by the Hammersmith Borough Council, 
where the wiring has been carried out in & very effective manner. 


The Cost of Living.—‘ The most prevalent evil of the 


day is exaggeration,” writes Mr. H. G. Williams, M.Sc., M. Eng., 
A. M. I. C. E., in the January iesue of the Industrial League and Council 


Journal, in his article on the industrial situation, "and," he pro- 


ceeds, “at the moment it is devoting itself to the unemployment 
problem. If care is not exercitel by the more thoughtful members 


of all parties, quack remedies will be applicd, which will do more ` 
Commenting on the variation in the index: 


harm than good." 
figures on the cost of living, he says :—" These figures bear out the 
prediotion I have been making during the last six months, ever 
since wholesale prices started to drop. Retail prices always 
follow (both up and down) about six months after wholesale prices. 
The latter have fallen one-third in the last six or seven months, but as 
wages have not fallen, but, on the contrary, risen, the same fall can- 
no’ be expected in the retail prices of finished goods. By May, 1921, 
however, retail prices should be about a fifth lower than they were 
on November Ist last, i.e., the index number of the cost of living 
should then ba about 220, implying a cost of living 120 per cent. 
&bove pre-war level. I venture to predict that by the end of this 
summer the level will have fallen to about doub!e pre-war, and 
that thereafter world prices will fall slowly and steadily over 


probably a quarter of a century, when they may again reach 


pre-war levels.” 


With a 10d. increase in gas over a large metropolitan district, 


with rates increasing, and with talk of a rise in certain coal prices 
foilowing de-coatrol, one feels inclined to wait until May to see 
whether even the above prediction is not an exaggeration, : 


A B.T.H. Dinaer.— On Saturday last the Switchboard 


Assemb'y Department of the BRITISH THOMSON-HovsrTon Co., LTD., 
Willesden, held their first dinner and concert in the works canteen, 
which was transformed for the occasion. Mr. P. E. Leggett, 


foreman of the department, presided. Messrs. F. A. Sumpter, J. W. 


Pepper, and W. Ried acted as entertainment committee. 


The 
artistes were a'l members of the department. 


The toasts were as 


follows :—' The King,” by the chairman; "The Chairman," by 


Mr. F. A. Sumpter; The Visitors,“ by Mr. R. D. Criep, responded 


to by Mr. A. W. Viney, assistant works superintendent, 


German Electrical Activity in Chile.— According to 


Commerce Reports & Chilian branch of Siemens-Schuckert has 
received from Germany 72 tons of electrical goods. The cunsign- 


~ 


ment is said to be compored of appliances for household use, or for 


light manufasturing. 
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` Soclals.— Mr. Robson (of Robson & Coleman, elec- 
trical engineers, Newcastle-upon-Tyne) entertained his employós 
and their wives at the Banqueting Hall, Jesmond Dene. on Friday 
evening last. Guests numbering about 150 were received by Mr. 


and Mrs. and Miss Robson. The proceedings began with a whist 


drive, after which auppsr was served, and a concert and dance 
lasted until 1 am. Mrs. Robson presented prizes to successful 


whist players, after which Mr, E. L. Wilson was pre:ented with a 


gold watch by Mr. Robs on, on having completed 21 years with the 


firm ; he is the third employó on the present staff to receive this 


token of appreciation. The M.C.'s were Messra. A. S. Lowrey, 
O. McCulloch, J. Graham, and A. S. Hobson, the last-named acting 
as secretary. 

The annual concert of the Bradford Corporation Tramwaymen's 
Club took place on February 2nd, at St. George's Hall. 

The firat social in connection with Dick, Kerr's Boys’ Club was 
held in the Canteen Theatre, Preston, on February 3rd. The 
visitors included Mr. Livingstone (works manager) and Mr. Player 
(superintendent of the commercial staffs). Captain Faulkner 
(welfare master) and Captain Warburton acted as M.C.'s. 


British Engineering ludustry.— The January number of 
the Bulletin of the British Engineera' Association contains ''Some 
New Year Thoughts on the Engineering Industry" from the pen 
of Mr. D. A. Bremner, the Director of the Association. He says 
that British engineering indu.try is bearing its share of the 
universal burden of trouble and anxiety, but it would be absurd to 
indulge doubts as to its ability to survive the ordeal. If the engi- 
neering industry cannot readjust itself to the new conditions and 
triumph over the difficulties left in the wake of the war, then our 
other industries are long past praying for. He remark: that the 
preservation of our great engineering industry is a vital necessity, 
not only for Britain's own survival as a civilised Power, but for 
the recovery of the world at large. The resources of the industry 
are essential to our national defence. ‘ The situation may be bad, 
but where is it better? Relatively our position is good, and holds 


the promise of future favourable development beyond the hopes of 


mos: other, countries.” The times call for strong sanguine men 
with large hearts, clear brains, and big ideas, “There are many 
such born captains in the engineering industry, and it is high time 


that their trumpet call drowned the vapourings of the crazy and 


the croakings of the poor in spirit.“ It is again pointed out that the 
future prosparity of the engineering industry, and the welfare of 
all engaged in it, will depend on ite ability to enter into firm con- 
tracta, to deliver the goods within a reasonable time at a price 
which the consumer is able and willing to pay. Recent demon- 
strations of his power have given us a wholesome reminder that 
the consumer is the final arbiter of industrial fate. “Failure to 
satisty his requirements spelle ruin," The same iesueof the Bulletin 
contains $. contribution on "Engineering Industry aud Export 
Trade," in which there are given comparative statistics for the 
years 1913-1920, on the basis of equivalent values in those years. 


German Machinery Prices Redaced.—A Berlin Exchange 
dispatoh, dated February Ist, ia the Financier, says :—' The Price 
Bureau of the German Electro: echnical Industry has reduced the 
prices of all electrical machines by 10 per cent. This is the third 
price cut since maximum prices were reached last year. Prices 
are now 30 pet cent. lower than then.” 


The British Empire Exhibition.—The site for the 
British Empire Exhibition, to be held in London in 1923, with the 
King as patron, may be decided within the next four or five weeks. 
Five or six alternative centres are under consideration. The 
exhibition will probably cover an area of between 100 and 3:0 
acres, and will be near one or two tube railways. The scheme 
initiated by Lord Strathoona in 1913 was revised shortly after the 
armistice, and the Government was approached by two independent 
organisations, the British Dominions Exhibition, Ltd., and the 


London Great Exhibition, which agreed in July, 1919. to amalgamate, ' 


The Government has sgreed to guarantee £100,000 if other guaran- 
tees totalling not less than £500,000 are obtained, — Erening News. 


Aa Electric Iron Smelter.—An electric iron smelting 


plant is being built in Ribeiro Preto, Province of S1o Paulo. Brazil, 


by the Companhia Electrica Metallargica Brazileira. The con- 
struction will start as soon as the American contractors get their 
engineers on the ground. The plant will be 75 miles from the 


mines of iron ore in the Province of Minas Geraes. Iron and Steel | 


Trad-* Journal. 


Swedish import Dntles.—As & counterstroke to the 


recent application male to the Swedish Government by the 
Association of Electrical Industry for the import duties on electrical 
machinery to be trebled, the Economio Association of Electricity 
Bupply Works has asked the Government not to grant the requeat. 


It is suggested that the question of the need of protection shou'd - 


be ‘examined for each group of products separately, but that 
any increase in the duties would not ba adapted to reduce the costs 
of production of electrioity. 


German Damping in Denmark. In spite of extensive | 
dumping of German goods’ in Denmark, as the result of the low 
value of the mark, the Danish Government has declined to prohibit ` 
imports or take measures likely to impede a fa!l in prices, but has - 
undertaken to alleviate the position by reducing railway tariffs, ' 


&c. — The Times. 


Correction. — In the advertisement of the DIESEL: 


ERECTION AND REPAIRS Co, LTD., appearing on p. 64 of our 


Advertigement ‘Supplement in this issue, by a printer's error. the 


nd appears instead of Land, in the second line. 


LIGHTING. AND POWER. NOTES. . 


Ballymoney (Co. Antrim). ä T Com. 
PLETED.—An electric lighting and power scheme has Nek been 
succeasfully completed for the town by the Ballymoney Gas Co, a 
private concern, which formed another company with a capital of 
4 10, 00), the greater part of which was subscribed by inhabitants. 


Belfast.— Position oF UNDERTAKING.—At the monthly 
meeting of the Corporation, Sir James Johnston, in moving fhe 
adoption of the minutes of the Electrioit y Committee, said that the 
council in committee had decided to approach Messrs. Harland and 
Wolff. Ltd., with a view to obtaining facilities for extending the tem- 
porary power house and the inetallation of additional plant to meet 
the requirements of the winter of 1921-22. Matters of grave impor- 
tance would have to be faced. The installation of a 6,000-kW 
machine at the temporary station was necessary. That would 
cause a dead loes of between £12,000 and £15,000, but on the other 
hand, they would not have a breakdown in the supply. They were 
already committed to an exp2nditure of £640,000, and it was said 
that the increased cost of production would mean another £200 000, 
and there was a possibility of an additional £350 000 being needed 
for the requirements of 1921-22. 
the Electricity Commissioners to sanction an immediate loan of 
£ 21,000, 


Bitkenhead. — New SUB-STATIONS. — The Electricity 
Committee has decided to proceed with the erection of electrical 
sub-atations at Beaufort Road and Marshall Street. 


Birmingham. — FINANCIAL Positron. — At a’ recent 


meeting of the Birmingham Chamber of Commerce, the chairman 
of the Corporation Electric Supply Committee (Councillor 


Beale) attended to explain the position of the Corporation. 
with regard to the lack of funds for electricity works extensions. 
Councillor Beale stated that the whole of the lighting, small power 


supplies and tramways only represented 25 per cent. of the output of 
the electricity works, the rest was taken by manufa:turers. . The 


waiting lists of the department contained applications for supplies 


amounting in the aggregate to 45,000 h.p. lt had been suggested 
by Mr. George Cadbury that as the Corporation had difficulties in 
raising funds, the manufacturers who required additional power 
should join in subscribing the necessary amount at the usual rate 
of interest. Mr. Beale said that if a million pounds was forth- 
coming, the department would be able to satisfy all demands 
Some doubts were expressed by the meeting as to the probability of 
traders being willing to lend money to the Corporation at 6 per 
cent. when they could not borrow it on such low terms. and they 
would also require a much stricter control over the funds sub- 
scribed than the Corporation was prepared to give them. 

MODIFIED SCHEME SaANOTIONED.—The modified scheme of 
extensions at the Nechells station, involving an expenditure . 
£170,000, has been sanctioned by the City Council. 


Blackburn.—ExTENSIONS.—At a recent meeting of the. 


Town Council, it was reported that the Electricity Committee had 
decided, in accordance with Sec. 2 of the Electricity Supply Act, 


1919, to apply to the Electricity Commissioners for sanction to 


extend the new electricity generating station at Whitebirk by the 


A resolution was passed asking. 


provision of a second generator and auxiliary plant and butidings, 


a3 authorised by the Council. 


Colchester.—PREPAYMENT METERS ABANDONED.—The 
Electricity Committee recommends that the use of prepayment 
meters on consumers' premises be abolished. It is eatimated that | 
the change can be effected in six weeks. 


Cork.—WacE8 DigPUTE.—O wing to a wages dispute 


between the Cork Electric Tramways- and Lighting Co. aud its 


employés, supplies have been seriously curtailed, and the tramways 
have ceased running. The Corporation has appointed a Committee 
to approach both sides with a view to settlement. 


Darwen.—LoAN SANCTIONED.—The Electricity Commis- . 
sioners have sanctionel a lcan of £11,674 for the purpose of 
extending the electricity undertaking. 


Derby.— ADDITIONAL LOAN.—AÀ proposal of the Elec- ` 
tricity Committee to apply for powers to borrow an additional 
£10,0CO for extensions, was objected to on the ground that if the 
work was to be carried out by direct labour, this amount would 
not be necessary. The application was approved by a small 
majority. 


Dover.— SUPPLY SCHEME ABANDONED.—O ~ing to the 


high cost of cables and transformers, the Town Council has decided 
tbat it cannot give a supply of electricity in bulk to the Deal Gas 
and Electricity Co., which had offered to accept a supply of single- 
phase current. A scheme of free wiring for houses on the hire- 
purchase system is to be drawn up for consideration. 


— 


Doblin.—AbvitionaL LoaN.—The Electricity Supply | 
Committee has asked the Corporation to apply for sanction to 


borrow £75,765 to cover over-experditure in connection with p'ant : 


extensions, which have been carried out in stages sinc» 1918. The 
excess is composed of the following items : Boilers and accessories, 


£17,914; 5. 000-kW turbo-alternator, £25,024; North Wall tunnel, 
£35,000 ; 
cause of the over expenditure has been the continued ria) in the , 
cost of labour and materials, i 


North Wall sub-station and cables, £7,798. The main . 
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Dondalk.—Parice or EsEBRGY. — Mr. Spalding, the 
electrical engineer, in replying to adverse criticisms on the 
management of the electricity undertaking, states that never 
since 1912 has the undertaking imposed a charge upon the 
rates. Although the price of gas in the town had been doubled, 
electricity charges had been inoreased only by 66 per cent. 


Faversham.—Loan.—The Town Council has applied 
for a loan of £17,000 for additional plant, and for extensions to the 
electricity works. 


 Hereford.—Lo4N Sanctiovep.—The Town Council has 
received sanction to borrow £19,857 for the purpose of extending 
the supply of eleo:ricity in the Leominster, Weobley, and Kington 


Horbury (Yorks.).—PRorosep ELECTRICITY SUPPLY.— 
At the District Council meeting, last week. a letter was received 
from the Electrical Distribution of Yorkshire, Ltd, stating that 
application had been made to the Electricity Commissioners for 
immediate consent to the company's proceeding with works for the 
supply of electricity under the Horbury Eleotric Lighting Order of 
1915. The Council decided to support the application. 


likley.—BurL& SuPPLY.—AÀt a meeting of the Council, 
correspondence was submitted from Keighley Corporation embody- 
ing terms under which Keighley is prepared to give a bulk supply 
to Ilkley. The Clerk was instructed to communicate with the 
Electricity Commissioners upon the subject, and a deputation was 
appointed to meet the Commissioners. 


Leeds.—LoaN SANOTIONED.— The Electricity Committee 
has received sanction to borrow a further sum of £110,000 for 


electricity extensions. 


Liacoln.—Loan.—The Corporation is applying for 
sanction to an additional loan of £62,475 for electricity purposes, 
and at the same time the Commissioners are being asked to consider 
an extension of the time for repayment. 


Liverpool. —Ysar’s WOREKNd.— The accounts of the 
Corporation Electricity Supply Department for the year ended 
December ‘3ist last, show a total revenue from all sources of 
£885,263. and working expenses amounting to £642,795, leaving a 
gross profit of £242,468. This was allocated as follows :—Interest, 
#82,082; sinking fund, £70,782 ; renewal fund, £39,604 ; and con- 
tribution to general rate, £50,000. The sinking fund now stands 
at £558,608, and the renewal fund at £2,434. 


-Ladlow.—Paoposep Prick INORBASE.—In connection 
with the Electric Light Oo.'s application for to make 
inoféased charges, the Town Council has decided to forward a 


resolution to the Ministry of Transport objecting to the proposal, - 


and lodging a complaint as to the tervice and lighting in the 


Manchester. — Mims Exrensions.i—The Electricity 
Committee has approved a large number of mains extensions, at an 
estimated cost of £100,000. l 

Marsdem.—PRoPosmgD SUPPLY FROM HUDDERSFIELD.— 


At a special meeting, last week, the Distriot Council, after hearing 
a deputation from Huddersfield Corporation, agreed to support the 


Corporation's application to the Commissioners for power to supply 


electricity for lighting and power to Marsden. 


Newton Abbot.—Ortion or - PUROHASE.—Àt a con- 
ference between representatives of the Torquay and Newton Abbot 
Uouncils, the question of erecting a large generating station upon 
a site near the Teign was again discussed. It was stated that the 
proposed station would cost about £200,000, and the difficulty of 


raising funds was emphasised. The Newton Abbot representatives 


stated thet they were in a. peculiar position. Under the agree- 
ment by which permission was given to the Urban Electric Supply 
Oo. to serve thetown, the Council had the option of purchasing the 
undertaking at the end of each period of seven years. The second 
period was now almost due. It is understood that the company 
requires approximately £70,000 for its undertaking. | 


Otley.—Etxcraicrry DrsTRICT.— The District Counoil | 


recently complained to the Leéds Corporation azainst tbe apparent 
fact that the town was not included in the first extensione under 
the new West Riding eleotricity scheme prepared by the Leeds 
Corporation. A reply was received last week from Leeds, pointing 
out that the Leeds scheme dealt with generation and main trans- 


mission only. and not with distribution, and that any special 


facilities which Otley might have in the latter matter would not 


' be interfered with by the scheme, The Electrical Distribution of 
Yorkshire, Ltd., has a provisional order for the Otley district, and 
the Leeds Town Clerk stated that not only will that company have 
a representative on the proposed electro. 

is nothing in the scheme to interfere with the Otley Council's 
arrangements with the company. : 


Palestise.—JoRDAN . HvpROo-ELECTRIC ScHEME.— ne 


of the’ first schemes to be taken in hand after the Palestine 


mandate has been registered, will be a Jordan hydro-electric 


enterprise whioh will require two millions sterling ; Dr. Weizmann: 


r proceeding to America to carry on a campaign for this object.— 
eder. ~. ithe soe 4, ö 
Rochdale, — Di8TRIBUTION or BULK Sr PLT. — The 


Town Council has approved of the proposed borrowing of $106,030 
for the necossary plant, mains, &c connected with the distribu- 


authority, but that there 


tion of the bulk supply of electricity being obtained from the 
Laucashire Electric Power Co. The amount is made up as 
follows :—Power station (plant, switchgear, and buildings), 
£95,458; mains extensions (conduits and feeders), £51,379 ; 
service extensions (services, transformers, and sub-station equip- 
ment) 219,307. i 


Tain. —Proposep ELROTRTOrrT SUPPLY. — The Town 
Council has referred to a Committee a proposal to establish | 
electricity works in the town. l l 


The Grampian Scheme. — Ossections. — Thirty-eight 
objections to the proposals of the promoters of the Grampian Elec- 
tricity Supply Scheme have been lodged ; thetime allowed elapsed on 
Jan. 28th. Among the objectors are a number of local authorities, 
chief among which are the Glasgow, Dundee, and Perth Corporations. , 
The list also includes the Highland and Caledonian Railway Com- 
panies, as well as a number of trustees and private individuals. . 

At a meeting of the Dundee Town Council, on February 3rd, a 
letter was read from the Hydro-Eiectric Development Co., the 
promoter of the Grampian Electricity Supply Order, to which the 
Council objects. suggesting an interview with its i 
Sir Henry Babbington Smith, and it was decided, after opposition, 
that the whole Council should see him. 


Todmorden.—BuLk SuPPLY.—Cabling was completed 
last week at Mytholmroyd for the supply of electricity in bulk 
to the Todmorden Corporation from the Thornhill works of 
the Yorkshire Electric Power Oo. During the week-end the instal- 
lation was tested, with a view to the operation of the new supply. 
and thé closing of the Corporation's generating plant practically 
immediately. 


Torquay.—ARBITRATOR8  AÁWARD.—The  arbitrator's 
award in the dispute between the Town Council! and the Tramway 
Oo. regarding the price of power has been received. The cost at 
present is 15d. per unit, and in consequence of the greatly increased 
price of coal, &c., the local authority asked for 34d. per unit. The 
award allows 1d. increase per unit, or 25d. up to half a million unite, 
and after that 23d. per unit. The award is retrospective to April last. 
It is based on the prioe of coal at 558. per ton, and in the event of. 
a fall in price, there is to be a revision of the charge. 


United States. — WaATER-Power Ooncessrons.—The 
Electrical World atates that up to December 30th lest, the Federal 
Power Commission had received applications for 137 water-power 
concessions, representing in the aggregate 12,901,181 h.p. net. The 
largest scheme is that of the Southern California Edison Co. which 
aims at developing 5,072,500 h.p. The Louisville Power Corpora- 
tion, New York, is applying for power to develop 600,000 h.p., and 
there are 17 other applications for schemes above 100,000 h.p. 


Walton-on-the-Naze.—PUROHASR OF UNDERTAKING.— 
The Urban District Council has entered into a provisional con- 
rue for the purchase of the electric lighting undertaking at a cost: 
o £ 5,500. i ' . i i 


West Bromwich.—ExrTENsrons.—The Electricity Com- 
mittee recently submitted to the Town Council a scheme of 
extensions to cope with the enormously increased demand for 
electricity. The scheme was approved, and sanction is to be sought 
to a loan of £67,000, Pa JV" 


West Ham.—ELectriciry FOR HOUSES.—Ab a recent - 
meeting of the Town Oouncil. the Works Oommittee announced 
that it had decided to recommend the installation of gas for 
lighting and heating. Oouncillor Thompson mentioned the recent 
increase in the price of gas, and moved an amendment asking the 
borough a as engineer to install electricity. The amendment 


Woodstock.—SUuPPLY. Company Formep.—An electric 
light and power company has been formed for the purpose of 
supplying electricity to the borough, and the Oorporation has 

premises to the company for an eleotricity works. 


Worksop.—LoAN.—The Town Clerk's request for the 
passage of a formal resolution to ask sanction to a loan of 442 214 
for the carrying out of a number of electricity extensions, including 
the taking of a bulk supply from the Wigan Coal and Iron Oo., has 
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TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Bath.—ELECTRIO VEHIOLES.—À Committee appointed 
to report upon the question of electric vehicles for refuse collection 
and other purposes, states that it has visited various works, and 
has seen the vehicles in operation. It is thought that the substi- 
tution of these for the present horse-haulage system will result in 
an annual saving of about £245. The Committee. therefore, 
recommends that four 2-ton vehicles be purchased for the collection . 
of refuse, and one of a similar capacity for general haulage. The 
amount required for the purchase of these and the provision of a 
garage and charging plant, &o., is estimated at £7,945, for which a 
loan will have to be raised with the sanction of the Ministry of 
Health. The matter is to receive further consideration, - i 
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Bingley. —OALL FOR Exranstons.—Bradford Tramways 
Committee has received a letter from the Bingley District Council, 
stating that the requisite widening of the main road from the 
present Crossfiatts tramway terminus to the Bingley boundary, 
near Morton, has been completed, and calling upon the Bradford 
Corporation, wh which runs tramcars to Bingley, to proceed with the 
promised tramway extension. letter mentions that the 
poro allowed by the Ministry of Transport for the completion of 

the tramway has been extended to February 7th, 1922. The 
Bradford Committee has decided that “in the light of present 
economico conditions,” the Bingley Council be asked to defer the 
oali for the extension until conditions are more favourable. 


Bradford, —-Acoments.—On February 8rd two tramway 
accidents occurred on the Bradford Oorporation system, both in 
dense fog. The one, in the morning, was a collision in Manning- 
ham Lane, between a oar and a brewer's dray which was drawn 
across the track. The tramoar driver applied his brakes, but the 
impact was unavoidable. The driver, although seriously injured 
in the leg, which necessitated treatment later at the Infirmary, 
made ute of tho electric brake, which resulted in the car oommenoing 
to run backwards, but, though dased and in pain, he had sufficient 
presence of mind to cut off the power, thus avolding another 
probeble eollision with & car following behind. 

The other accident, late at night, was ino more serious, 
A car proceediug to Thackley. well laden with passengers, left the 
metals at the points at Five Lane Ends, and, careering from side 
to side of thé road, it finally ran into a wall and overturned. 
About 30 passengers were hurt, and 10 were removed to the 
Infirmary. It was found necessary to detain only three. The 
driver of the car, though badly shaken, was not actually injured. 
In a subsequent interview, the motorman said he was unable to 
explain what threw the oar off the lines, but the fog made him 


lose his exact bearings, and he thought he was at the top of the 


hill instead of being down beyond the points. The oar was 
moving at from 8 to 10 miles an hour. Mr. T. Stirk, tramway 
traffic. that at the moment the accident was 


„ declared 
e, e, neither the fog nor the points being, apparently, . 


sufficient to acopunt for the happening. 


Cheadle and Gátley.—TRAwwAYv RaPArBS.— The Council 
has decided to give-one month's. notice to the Stockport Corporation 
repoting repairs to the tramways in its area, in default of whioh 

the matter fe to be N reported to the Ministry of 


Deacaster, —Loxs.— The Corporation is applying for 
sanction to borrow £12,000 for the doubling of the existing tram- ` 
way track 02 the Balby route from Cleveland Btreet to beyond Balby 


Bridge. 

Dudiey.—FARR InckE«ss.—Increased fares came into 
operation on the system of the Dudley, Stourbridge and District 
Electrie Traotien Co. on February 5th, Except on the lines where 
the Id. minimum prevaile the minimum fare for the first stage is 
raised from IId. to 2d., and the e for some other distances 
are ekightiy increased. 

Glasgow. — New GENERATING PLANT. — The question 
whether the tramway department should generate its own elec- 
trisity or receive it from the electricity department was recently 
raised at a meeting of the Corporation. The Tramway Committee 
submitted a proposal to purchase a new 10,000-kW turbo-generator 
set for the Pinkston power station, which has supplied the tram- 
way system fon 17 years in addition to selling its surplus to the 
electricity de t. The cost of the new plant is estimated at 
£100,000, but the general manager of the tramways atates that a 
supply, from the electricity department would be more expensive 
in the tong ran. The inetallation has been sanctioned by the 
Electricity Commissioners, but the electricity department has 
suggested a five yeara’ supply agreement as an alternative. 


Huddersfield. — Untrony TRAMWAY Tk. — The new 


electrical clock system —by which the master clock on the tram- 
way offices governs the whole of the clocks on the tramway 
8 receiving its own time daily by wireless from the Eiffel 

ower —was ioaugurated on February 3rd by the Mayor. 


formally i 
It ie expected that all the public clocks in the town will be timed 


by this master clock. . Mr. (chairman of the Tramway 
Committee) said that he understood that Hadderafield was the first 
municipality to adopt this system of standard time. 


Liandudno.—PROPOSED SALB oF .CoMPANY.—At as 


the exercise of its 

- Ad described as a 
tempting " one, but beyond & formal acknowledgment of the 
letter, no i dice s was taken. The next opportunity of acquiring the 
undertaking would ooctir in 1926, but in the interval the directors 
of the company would not refuse 


Nelson. PURCHASE or Poikia, &c.— At a recent 


mesting of the Town Council, Councillor Blakey failed to secure a 
seconder to a reference back of t the proposal to purchase new 


to open negotiations regarding 


Niddletom.--PuROHASB OFT UxXDERTAKING.—The Town. 
Oouneli has decided. to inform the Rochdale Corporation that it is 
not at present prepared to acoede..to the latter's suggestion for 
a meeting to disewss the paronsse of the undertaking of the 
Middleton Electric 'Praotion. Oo. 


points and crossings for the 8 He said the undertaking 
wae already losing £16 a week, and if the wage application was 

granted, this would be increased to £40 a week. As prices were 
falling, he suggested postponing the purchase. | 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne.— ELECTRIC VEHICLES.—A com- 
pany has been formed in Newcastle under the name of Northern 
Electric Vehicle Services, Ltd., with a capital of £100,000, for the 
purpose of selling, hiring, and arranging hire-purchases of eleotrio 
vehicles. Manufacture is not to be undertaken, The concern is 
to be run in conjunotion with the Newoastle-apon-Tyne Electric 
Supply Oo., and the charging of the batteries of the vehicles will 
form a useful load during slack periods. Garages and charging 
stations are to be established in various parts of the North-East: 
Coast area, at which arrangements for boosting the battery 
charges will be made. The vehicles will be returned to a central 
station for charging. 


North kent.— PRorosep AMALGAMATION.— Owing to the 
losses in working incurred by the municipal tramway undertakings 
of Erith, Dartford, and Bexley, the Ministry of tt hes 

proposed amalgamation of the three systems. Sinoe a fire at the 
depot in 1916 the Dartford Council has been without rolling stock, 
and has asked for a loan of £80,000 to reinstate the system. The 
three Councils concerned are being asked to send representatives to 
& conference on the subject. 


Southport.— ELECTRIO VeHIcLE.—The Corporation has 
decided to acquire a new electrical vehicle, at a cost of £478, com- 
plete, including batteries capable of drawing a load of 9 tons at the 
rate of four miles an hour, for use in connection with the removal 
of refase from the Marine Lake, the Lagoon site, and the develop- 
ment of the foreshore generally. 


—— 
TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Cable Delays.—CABLE USERS’ Gousk Post- ` 
master-General has decided to establish a permanent committee 
of users of the cable and wireless services to places abroad. 
committee will be under the chairmanship of the Secretary of the 
Post Office, and will include two representatives of the Prees, and 
one each of the London Chamber of Commeree, the Association of 
British Chambers of Commerce, the Stock Exchange, the. ware 
Exchange, and Lloyds. The cable and wireless companies will 
invited to sénd representatives when it. may be necessary to bebo 
them. The committee will discuss improvements in the cable, and 
wireless services.— Daily Mail. * 

The Antwerp Chamber of Commerce has protested stron gly. 
against the seven to ten days’ delay on Antwerp cables to Brazil or 
the Argentine, says the Lrening News, It is plainly suggested that 
such cables are delayed in London, with consequent Prejudice to 
Belgian trade interests. 


Cuba.—CasLe DisPUTE.—A Cuban Presidential Decree 
has been issued suspending the concession to the Western Union' 
Cable Co. for connecting the Barbados cable with the Cuban coast. 
The reason given is that the Western ‘Union Co. is alleged to have 
failed to fulfil a provision in the concession that the laying of the 
cable shonld be carried out under the inspection of, and in agreemant 
with, D. competent Cuban: authorities.— Reuter’ & Trade Service 
(Havana 

Last September the Western Union Cable Co. had. completed the 
laying of a cable from Barbados to within three miles of Miami, 
Florida, but the company was. forbidden to land the 1 the 
It was announced in December that the cable would be tap ivi 
a short length would be laid to a Cuban village 
which would connect, with the line to Key West, Florida 


Italy.—WIRBSLESS 'TELEGRAPEY. Direct wireless. tale- | 
graphio communication between Italy and Switzerland 
inaugurated on December 20th for State, private, and Press 
messages. A similar service was established on December. p^ 
between Rome and Sophia (Constantinople) and Bulgaria. 
service which commenced on Ootober 15th between Triest d 
Subiana, in Jugo-Slavis, has been interrupted, but steps are being 
taken by the Jugoslavian administration to restore it. Two.1'5-kW . 
Marconi sets have been ordered in connection with the estebiish-: 
ment of an. auxiliary telegraph service between the Italian mein-. 
land and the island of Sardinia. The equipment, ph are informed. 
" will transmit voice messages, which are written „ on 
reception, at an average speed of 100 words per minute. 8 


Netherlands. — TELEPHONIC - COMMUNTOATION: WITH 
ENGLAND.—In reply to the request of the Rotterdam Chamber of 
Commerce that arrangements might be made for direct telephonic 
communication between the Netherlands and England, for the 
mutual commercial benefit of both parties, the Netherlands 
Minister of Commerce replied that. the delay was qaused by the. 
action of tae British Government, which was using the telephone. - 
cable for other purposes, Nor was there any ee ad ot 
the cable becoming available,— Te Times. 


Post Office Workers.— STRIKE Pol lor ABANDONED, — 
The Metropolitan Districts Branch of the Union of Post Office 
Workers, consisting of counter, telegraph, and telephone employés, 
on January 3nd rescinded the strike. policy decision ef the last 
conference. The resolution stated that the conference, realising 
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that the Union had to choose between the abandonment of the 
strike policy and the loss of 40,000 or more workera, decides that 
it could not afford the latter alternative” 


Wireless Telegraph Services.—In view of the insti- 
tution of several wireless telegraph services with the Continent, 
auxiliary to and at the same rates as those for the ordinary cable 
services, the Postmaster-General notifies that he reserves the right 
to use these services for urgent, ordinary, or Press telegrams, 
except in cases -where the senders: mark the original forms 
a by v wire. 57 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The date given in parentheses at the end of the paragraph indicates 
the issue of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW in which the “ Official 
Notice” appeared.) 


OPEN. 


Aberdare,— March 4th. Urban District Council Elec- 


tricity and Tramways D.partment. 
cable, meters, lamps, &o. (See this issue.) 


Aberdeen.— February 21st. Corporation Waterworks 
D.partment. Electrically-driven pumping machinery. Specifica- 


tions, £5 (returnable), from Water Engineer's Office, 414, Union 
Street, Aberdeen. 


Anstralia.—M &.BoURNE.— March 2nd and 9th. Vic- 
torian Railways. Reactances and condensers (for power signalling), 
electric crabs and equipment for cranes.* 

SYDNEY.—March 21st. P.M.G.’s Department. Telephone and 
telegraph apparatus, testing instruments and switchboard parts, 


Schedule 814. (January 28th.) 

PERTH, W.A.—April 5th. P. M G.'s Department. Accumu- 
lators, &c., for Eucla, W.A. (January 28th.) 

BRISBANE.—March 30th. P.M.G.'s Department. Switchboard 


apparatus and parts.“ . 
Belfast, — February 26th. Tramways Committee. 


—Tramway stores, including electrical accessories, cable, lamps, 
carbon brushes, &c. (January 28th.) 


Belgium. — February 17th. 
Schaerb.ek-lez Bruxelles. Supply of three static three-phase trans- 
formers. Particulars may be obtained from, and tenders are to be 
sent to, the Hotel Communal, Schaerbeek, Brussels. 


Buenos Aires.— March 21st. Department of Sanitary 
Works. Two groups of water turbines and generators with acces- 
sories, including switchboard and transformers.“ 


| Doncaster.— February 14tb. 
of 100 houses for Town Council. 
3, Priory Place, Doncaster. 


Greece, — March 7th.—Municipal authorities of Rethy mo. 
Construction of an electricity generating station in the town. 


Leicester. — February 19th. Electricity Department. 
T wo 10,000-kW, 3-phase turbo-generators, with condensing p'ant ; 
also screens for straining condensing water. (February 4th.) 


London.—H.M. Office of Works. February 21st. Supply 
of eleotris bell fittings for six months. (See this issue.) 


Municipal authorities of 


Wiring for electric lighting 
R. E. Ford, Housing Surveyor, 


Manchester.— February 15th. 
Tramway stores, including meters, cable, lamps. bells, insulators, &c. 
(January 28th.) 


New Zealand. — WELLINGTON. — March Ist. Public 
Works Tender Board. Seven 4,000-kVA single-phase transformers, 
with accessories, for Lake Coleridge electric power scheme.“ 

March 5th. Government Railway Department. 
travelling cranes." 

February 18th. Southland Electric Power Board. Bare copper, 
galvanised iron wire and jointing sleeves. 
chairman of the Board, 51, Tavistock Square, W.C.1. 


Porísmonth,—Electricity Supply Department. Three 
1500 kVA Scott connected transformer groups, 3-phase, 6,600-V 
switchgear. (See this issue.) 


Salford. — February 14th. Tramways 
Twelve months’ supply of miscellaneous stores. 
General Manager, 32, Blackfriars Street. 


South Africa. — PRETORIA.— March 10th. 
Council. One 20-ton overhead crane, six boilers (350-lb. working 
pressure), three 3,000-kW steam turbo-generators with condensing 


Committee. 
Particulars from 


plant, five 750-kW converters. Farther particulars can bs obtained 
from Mr. T. 0. Wolley-Dod, general manager, electric lighting 


department. Specifications (five guineas) from the town clerk. 
February 16th. One 1,000-kW rotary converter with trans- 
formers and awitchgear.* 


May 3rd. S.A. Railways and Harbours, Plant for the electrifi- 


cation of the Cape Town-Simonstown and Durban and Pieter- | 


maritzburg Railways. (See this issue.) 


—— t 


Stores for one year, including 


Tramways Committee. 


Two overhead 


Mr. A. W. Rodger, © 


Municipal | 


E — . UU 2 ee 2— „ 1 aS — 


V have lately been invited by the muni- 
cipal authorities of Arroyo del Puerco (Province of Cacerea) for the: 
concession for the electric lighting of the town. l EN P 

March 17th. Spanish Ministry of Public Works. For the oon- 
cassion for the construction and working of an electric tramway: 
between Ovielo and Posada de Llanera. Particulares may ba 
obtained from, and tenders are to be sent to, La Direooiam Genera ; j 
de Obras Publicas, Madrid. 

April lst. Junta de Obras del Puerto de Atant Electric orane 
of 30 tons oipacity.— Heul er's Trade Service (Madrid). 


Uruguay.—MoxTE VIDEO. —March 29th. State Power: 
House. Single and three-phase meters.“ 

February 21st. State Power House. Eleotrical accessories, in- 
cluding plug fuses, branching blocks, cut-outs, keys and switches. 


A copy of the specification, &c., can be consulted at the Dopart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 8. We 1. 


CLOSED. l i 


Birkenhead. Electricity Committee. Accepted :—  "' 


Supply of main cables, £3,0'8.—McIntosb Cable Co., Ltd. 


Bradford. — Electricity Committee: 
One 800-kVA transformer.—Brush Electrical Engineering Co., Ltd. 


L.p. and e h. p cable —British Insulated and Helsby Cables, Led. ` 5 
Steel staircase at Valley Road Works.—W. Walker & Oo., Ltd. , 


London.—The English Electric and Siemens Supplies,. 
Ltd., has received a contract from the London County Counoil jor 


100, 000 metal filament electric la nps. 
The tender of the same company has also been accepted by the! 


D.rector of Army Contracts for metal filament lamps (vaouu n 


and gaafilled types), covering approximately 100,000 lamps. 


s 
a 


Manchester.—Electricity Committee recommended :— - . 


1, eas motor converter for Knott Mill ‘sub-station. —Bruce Peebles and 
2 
Steelwork tor boiler house. Sir Wm. Arrol & Co., Ltd. 


New Zealand.—WELLINGTON, — Public Works Tender ; 


Board, in connection with the Waikaremoana power scheme : — 
Exciter set, £12,093.—V ickers (New Zealand), Ltd. 


Switchboard, 43,414.—Tolley & Son. Tender 


" 


Warrington.—The Electricity and Tramways Committee. 
has acc: pted the tender of the Anglo-Belgian Improvement Cor-: 


poraticn for the supply of steel rails. The tender was £100 below 
any other. The proposal evoked sharp criticism, one councillor 
stating that it was known that Belgium was producing very little 
steel, and that much of it came from Germany through Belgium. 
Sir Peter Peacock, the chairman of the Committee, etated, in 


reply. that they were compelled to accept this tender,.not only 
because it was cheaper, but because they could obtain delivery 


al most immediately, whe:eas ot her firms could give no guarantee. 
The sooner the rails could be de.ivered, the sooner could local men 


b: set to work in laying them On a vote being taken that the 
matter should be referred back for further consideration, the. 
motion for the acceptance of the tender of the Oa iE 


company was e 


2 


D 


British 011.— The production of oil at Hardstoft, Derbys, 


shire, last year, was 2,909 barrela, or 375 tons, according toa report: 
issued by the Government Petroleum Department on Februsry'" 
3rd. The total production from the well up to December 31st last 
was 4,575 barrels, or 590 tons. The oil was purchased by th 

Anglo-American Oil Co. at £22 108. per ton. Oil in. commercial. 
qvantity has been proved to exist at a depth of 3,077 ft. 


Report on Railway Collision.—Oa November 23rd last 
a collis on occurred between two steam locomotives, one of which . 
was drawing a passenger train, at Fairfield Station (G.C.R.). 
Col. T. W. Pringle, in his report on the accident to the Ministry of, 
Transport, states that the cause was wilful disobedience of rules 
and irregular conduct on the part of a signalman and a linenran's 
labourer. A system of track circuiting was in use, and to release 
a certain signal which. was track-locked, the signalman asked the 
lineman’s labourer to help him. The labourer therefore loosened 


the set screw, which held the cap at the bottom of the frame oon: - 


taining the replacer magnet, and then screwed up the cap by hand. 


LY 


9 „ „ 


This raised the armature and the attached rod in the same Way 88.. 


if it had been lifted by the magnet. The valve admitting air from 


the main pipe was thereby closed and the lever freed. In censuring . 


the men responsible for the accident, Col. Pringle says: Where a 
device, such as track-circuiting with electrical locking, has been 
installed, in order to detect vehicles which may be standing out of 


sight or forgotten, and to make it impossible for signalmen in such `` 
conditions to give wrong signals, there can be no justification for : 


evasion of the rules for obtaining a release of the electrical locking 


. It is clear that the precaution, in the way of seals, taken by ` 


the company t» prevent tamp ring with the replacer cocks, must 
now be taken to prevent interference with the caps of the electro, 
pneumatic valves." ; 


i E MU Ve 
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FORTHCOMING © EVENTS. 


Electro-Hatmonic ‘Sdelety. — Friday, February lith. At the Great Hall, 
. Cannon Btrees Hotel, E.C. At 8 p.m. Concert. Ladies’ night. 
Institute of Industrial Administration.— Friday, February llth. At the 
' Central Hall, Westminster. At 8 p.m. Address on Present Day Indus- 
. trial Psychology.“ by Sir Lynden Macassey, K.B.E., K.C. 
merece? Society and the Manchester Literary and Philosophical 
Soclety.— Friday, February llth. At 36, George Btreet, Manchester. At 
6.30 p.m. Lecture on “Studies in Capillarity, by Drs. A. Ferguson and 
P. E. Dowson. 


Manchester Association of Entineers.— Friday, February lith, Anniversary 
; nner. (wa Ses 


Physical Soctety of London. — Friday, February llth. At the Imperial 
College of Science, South Kensington, 8.W. At 5.15 p.m. Discussion on 
“ Abso'ute Measurements of Electrical Resistance and Instruments based 
on the Temperature Variation of Resistance.“ 

and District Electtic Club.—Saturday, February 12th. At the 
Grand Hotel, Celmore Row. At 7 p.m. Paper on Reminiscences of the 
Test Bed,” by Mr. J, A. McDonald. 

Institution of Post Office Electrical Eogineers (London Centre“. 
Monday, February 14th. At5.30 pm. -At the Royal Society of Arts, John 
Street, Adelphi, W.C. Paper on “ History of the Development of Ther- 
mionic Valves for Wireless Purposes," by Mr. F. W. Davev. 

Institute of Cost and Works Accountants,— Wednesday, February 16th, 
At the Institute of Chartered Patent Agents, Staple Inn Buildings, W.C, 
At 7 p.m. Lecture on Costing as an Aid to Management,“ by Mr. v. H. 

„ Minton. N 

Royal Society of Arts.—Wednesday, February 16th, At John Street, 
Adelphi, W.C. At8p.m. Paper on Pneumatic Elevators in Theory and 

- Practice," by Dr. W. Cramp. 

lestitation of Electrical Engineers.—Thursday, February 17th. At the 
Institution of Civil Engineers, Great George Street, S.W. At 6.90 p.m. 
Lecture cn * Magnetic Susceptibility of Low Order: Instrumentation,” by 
Prof. E, Wilson. (Lecture I.) 

Informal meeting.— Monday, February 14th, at the Institute of Patent 
Agents, Staple Inn Bui'dings, E.C. At 7p.m. Discussion on Some Notes 
85 the Design of a large Power Station." To be opened by Mr. J. R. 

wie. | 

North-Eastern Centre.—Monday, February l4th. At the Armstrong 
College, Newcastle-on-Tyne. At 7.15 p.m. Paper on Temperature Limits 

ol large Alternators,” by Mr. G. A. Juhlin. 

Association of Engineering and Shipbuilding Draughtsmen.—Thursday, 
February 17th. At Priory Street Higher Grade School, York. At 7.15 p.m. 
Paper on Modern Boiler House Operation,” by Mr. M. Cohen. 

Belfast Association of Engineers. — Thursday, February l7th. At the 
Municipal Technical Institute. At 645 p.m. Paper on “The Generation 
and Distribution of Electrical Energy, by Mr. W. J. Girvan. 

Chemical Society.— Thursday, February 17th. At Burlington House, W. At 
8p.m. Ordinary scientitic meeting. 

Roentgen Society.—' Thursday, February 17th. At University College, Gower 

. Btreet, W. C. At 8.15 p.m. General meeting. j 
tustitation of Mechanical Engineers. Friday, February 18th. At the 
Institation, Storey's Gate, S.W. At 6 p.m. Annual general meeting. 
Paper on “ Desirability of Standardisation in the Testing of Welds,” by 
Mr. F. M. Farmer. B 
or Institution of Engineers.— Friday, February 18th, At 89, Victoria 
Street, B8. W. Sooial evening. . l 


NOTES. 


Gift to Hospital,—Messrs. Leyland Motors, Ltd., have 


presented Chorley Hospital with a complete electric lighting and 
power set, value £350, to be uee in connection with X-ray work. 


Recent Progress of the Metric System.—Since the war 
the metric system has made notable progress in many countries 
which have not yet officially rendered its use exclusive in trade, 
and a short summary of the movement has been issued by the 
Decimal Association in order that the trend of national executivea 
in this matter may be noted. In view of the urgent need toexpand 
our export trade, and of the fact that the majority of foreign 
countries prefer the metric unita, this subject deserves careful con- 
sideration on the part of the Government, which should now 
abandon its attitude of passive permission of the metric units, and 
embark on a campaign of active encouragement. l 

In Greece the weights and measures laws have been re-cast, and 
provision has been made for the administration of the new enact- 
ment passed last November. Attempts have been made in the past 
to introduce the metrio system, but, as in Turkey, they have not 
completely succeeded owing to the neglect of the administrative 
measures necessary to ensure uniformity. 

The Chinese Government has shown its intention very clearly, 
and, as soon as jt becomes possible, will standardise on the metric 
units; meanwhile, the metric system has come into exclusive use 
on the railways as from January 1st last. 

It is reported that a Bill has been introduced in the Japanese 
Diet having as ita object the exclusive use of the metric units, and 
in Siam legislation to the same effect has been passed, and is 
awaiting the neceisary administrative measures. 

A Bill has been introduced into both legislative Houses of the 


United States of America, with the object of making the metric 


units exclusively legal in commerce after a period of 10 years; 
this Bill has very strong support, and the prospects of ita 
passage in the near future are very hopeful. Should it become 
law, it will be inoreasingly difficult for us to regain our position 
in the South American and other metric markets. 

In the United Kingdom the Ordnance Survey Office announces 
that on all small-stalé maps an alternative scale of kilometres and 
tenths will be printed, in addition to the scale of inches, and on all 
small-scale layer maps the metric heights will ba added to the 
nearest mettre. * 

It appears inevitable that the metric unita will ultimately 
become the world stahdardé'of/ weights and measures; it is only a 
question of time, and the longer we delay, the more difficult and 
costly will be the transition. | ML 
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The E. P. E. A. Award.—Several undeitakings are still 
negotiating with the E.P.E.A. for modification of the award of the 
National Joint Board. j | 

A conference between Gloucester and the Association was to be 
held yesterdr y under the auspices of the Ministry of Labour. 

Burnley, Darwen, Wallasey and other North-West Midlands 
undertakings are also conferring in the course of a few days. 

The principal objections to the award arise out of the conditions 
of employment, ln the case of Wallasey it is proposed to defer 
payment until the report of a committee of inquiry into recent 
breakdowns is received. 


Educational.—The annual examinations for a Faraday 
Scholarship of 50 guincas per annum, tenable for two years in 
college and one year in manufacturing works, and for a Maxwell 
Scholarship of 60 guineas per annum, tenable for one year in 
college and one year in werks, will be held at Faraday House on 
April 12th, 13th and 14th. Exhibitions may aleo be awarded to 
candidates who acquit themselves creditably in the above exami- 
nations. Particulars can be obtained from the Secretary, Faraday 
House. 62-70, Southampton Row, London, W.C. 1. 

Sir Robert Ho Tung has, according to the Daily Mail, given 
£10,000 to the Hong-Kong University for the endowment of work- 
shops under the Faculty of Engineering. | 


Fatality. — A verdict of “ Accidental Death" was 
returned at an inquest held on January 3let at Bury (Lancs. ) on 
the body of Harold Mort (26), an electrician, of Ainsworth, near 
Bury, who died from injuries received while erecting an overhead 
wire near Bury. It was stated in tke evidence that deceased | 
probably took hold of two live wires, and the shock caused him to 
fall to the roadway, a distance of about 30 ft. A witness eaid that 
Mort had previously gone to switch off the current, and probably 
had operated the wrong switch. : D 


The Electrical Engineers' Ball.— On Friday last, after 
a lapse of seven years, the Electrical Engineers’ Ball was held at 
the Hotel Cecil. We are pleased to say that the occasion established 
a new record; the number present was over 480, and everyone 
appeared to be thoroughly satisfied with the arrangements which 
had been made by the Executive Committee- at any rate, not a 
single remark to the contrary was recorded. The music was good, 
the supper excellent, E.P.D. was dead — or, rather, it stood for the 
End of a Perfect Dance—and the only regrettable feature of the 
function was the fact that it would not be repeated until 12 months 
had elapsed. Hearty congratulations are due to all who took part 
in organising a greater success than ever.“ Í 


Patent Fees in Denmark.—The Minister of Commeree 
has introduced a Bill in the Folketing for the purpose of increasing 
the fees for patents. It is proposed to raise the application fees 
from kr. 20 to kr. 50, and the charge made when a patent is granted 
from kr. 10 to kr. 36.— Reuter's Trade Service (Copenhagen). 


Helium Productiop.—' The American Air Service has 
submitted estimates for the coming financial year, amounting to 


vo less than 60 million dollars (£12,000,000 nominal), and it is 


proposed to spend over £370,000 on research into the production of 
helium. The proposed experiments are expected to result in the 
gas becoming a commercial product. 


Appointments Vacant.— Stores and wages clerk (£180 + 
25 per cent.), for the Bexley Heath tramway and electricity 
undertaking ; assistant electrical engineer (Rs. 632 per month), 
for the Great Indian Peninsular Railway; assistant telegraph 
engineer (Rs. 600 per month), for the Bombay, Baroda and 
Central India Railway.—£ee our advertisement pages to-day. 


INSTITUTION NOTES, 


Institution of Electrical Engineers (Students' Section).— 
Arrangements for 1921: February 4th, paper on The Selection 
of Prime Movers for Small and Medium Power," by Mr. B. Tait. 
February 18th, Presidential Address by Mr. LI. B. Atkinson, 
M. I. E. E. March 4th, paper on ‘‘ Telephonie Transmission through 
Submarine Cables,” by Mr. A. Rosen. March llth, paper on 
Some Recent Developments in Machinery for Small Sub-stations,” | 
by Mr. J. A. Broughall. February 26th, Annual Dinner at Gatti's 
Restaurant. 

SCOTTISH CENTRE.—Under the auspices of this Centre, a con- 
versazione ard dance were held in the M'Lellan Galleries, Glasgow, 
on February 3rd. Mr. James E. Sayers, the President, received 
the members and their friends. 


Society of Technical Engineers.—The second annual dinner of : 
the Birmingham Branch was held at the Imperial Hotel on 
January 28th, when Mr. J. F. Parke, A.M.J.M.E., took the chair. 
Mr. T. H. Hunt r, in proposing the tcast of the Society, said hat 
if the ideals and objects for which the Society was formed were 
carried out, it was bound to be of great benefit to its members, alto © 
to the engineering industry, and necessarily to the nation in 
general. He deprecated, however, most emphatically the policy 
of the Executive Counoil in the past in keeping from the publie 
view the high principles for which they stood. Mr, Willit m 
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Oranston, A.M.I.E.E., in his response, said that members should 
realise and keep in view the aims and ideals of the Society, as no 
society could become influential if these were lost sight of. Mr. 
Gill, Secretary of the Local Branch of the Industrial League, pro- 
owed the Health of the Engineering Profession,” and Prof. 
mp, of the Birmingham University, replied. Mr. James 
Anderson, AM. I. E. E. of the Birmingham Branch Council, proposed 
the Health of Kindred Societies,” and alluded to the growth of 
proteotive Associations for nearly every class of what were termed 
-'blaok-ooated " workers, some of which had attained a very large 
membership. Mr. James, of the Foremen's Association, replied, 
and said that his Association fully recognised the necessity of close 
1 with the S. T. E. An enjoyable musical programme 


Nottingham Society of Engineers. On Wednesday last a ps 
on The Utilioation of Rares Steam,” to read ty Mr. K. d. 
Phillips, M. I. R. E., A. M. I. Mech. E., who gave the power engineer's 
point of view, and Mr. H. B. Clarke, A. M. I. E. E., who dealt with 
e user's point of view. 
oyal Sanitary Institute—A prize of 50 guineas and the 
medal of the Institute has been offered for an ean on ''Central 
Hot Water Supply and Heating, adapted to Housing Schemes." 
Particulars may be obtained from the Seoretary, The Royal 
Sanitary Institute, 90, Buckingham Palace Road, London, S. W. i. 
Röntgen Soclety.—The joint meeting of the Society with the 
Institution df Electrical Engineers and the Electro-Therapeutic 
n ah the Boya T ape has been postponed until 
next autumn, when ) to have & number of fresh 
for discussion. dd E 
It is hoped that a special meeting of the Society will be held at 
Manchester at the end of March or the beginning of April. Fall 
pea will be announced later. 
elmsford Engineering Soclety.—On February 3nd Mr. H. S. 
Primrose: delivered a lecture on 1 T Machines," in which 
methods of testing steel were fully dealt with. Mr. C. H. Ford 
will lecture on Thermionic Valves on February 17th. 
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OUR PHRSONAL COLUMN, 
whether connected with the 
— n 
i BLucTaiosL REVIEW posted as to their movements, 


^'Àn echo of the recent dispute in the Halifax Town Oouncil as 
to appointments in the tramway department, as.a result of which 
the chairman end deputy-ohairman of the Tramways Committee, 
and the chairman of the Sub-Committee resigned, was heard in the 
Town Council last week, when the Council agreed to make a grant 
of 4250 to Mn. J. D. OAIBD, the retiring traffic manager, who has 
been too ill to attend to duty for some time past, but declined to 
say that this matter should be reviewed again 12 months hence. 
In with the demand of the, Oouncil, at a previous 
meeting, the Tramways Committee recommended that the position 
of general manager of the tramways should be advertised at £900 
a year (although the Tramways Committee had had Mr. Galloway 
in mind) After some opposition, the recommendation was 
approved. T 
- Swindon Town Council has increased the salary of the general 
manager of the electricity and tramway department (MR. T. 
METOALP) from £460 to £520 a year as from October Ist ; and that 
of the electrical engineer (Mn. F. NEWEY) from £450 to £520 from 
the same date. | = | 

. Gillingham (Kent) Town Council has increased the A of the 
electrical engineer (Ma. C. D. CHALMERS) to £600 from January 
lst, and that of the assistant engineer to £400 from the same date. 
Dover Town Council has increased the salary of the electrical 
engineer (MR. HARPUR) from £520 to £550 a year. 

After & lengthy discussion, Halifax Town Council has decided to 
advance the salary of the electrical engineer from £900 per annum 
to 41,100. 

Mn. F. H. PAGE, lately with the Crypto Electrical Co., Ltd., has 
5 Mesars, H. W. Smith & Co. (1920), Ltd., as representative in 


The Times states that MR. Joun H. B. NOBLE has been elected 
vioe-chairman of Sir W. G. Armstrong, Whitworth & Oo., Ltd., and 
MB. ALFRED H. J. COCHBANR, a director of the company. 

Mn. E. G. Luvp, A. M. I. E. E. who for 14 years held the position 
of engineer and manager of the Tudor Accumulator Co., Ltd., 
export department, has been appointel sole agent for the Accumu- 
latoren-Fabrik A. G., of Hagen, and has 9 55 an office at 
48A Buckingham Palace Road, Westminster, S. W. 

Meesrs, Dolby & Williamson, consulting engineers of West- 
minster, S.W.1, have taken into partnership MR. H. MOK. 
KIRKBY, A. M. I. E. E., who was intimately associated with the firm 
as principal assistant for many years prior to the war. At the 
outbreak of war he was manager of the installation testing 

t of Measrs, Drake & Gorham, Ltd., and was overseas on 
active servige from September, 1914, until February, 1920. 
. Oditaary,—Ma. T. E. LINDLEY.—The death has taken place of 
Mr, Thomas Edwin Lindley, electrio installation foreman at the 
Ipswich Oorporation electricity works for the past 12 years, and 
formerly on the.Doncaster Corporation tramway staff, — 

WIII.— M. EDWARD Dawzrnst, electrical engineer, of Fulwood, 
Preston, left 8 20,948 gross, 27, 968 net personalty, .- 


CITY NOTES. 
Mr. Joseph Bevan Braithwaite, M. I. E. E., 


Melbourne the chairman of the company. presided 
Electric Supply on Monday last at the twenty-first annual 
Co., Ltd. general meeting of the shareholders of the 


Melbourne Electric Supply Co., Ltd., held 
at Winchester House, Old Broad Street, E.C., and in moving 
the adoption of the report and accounts said the year under 
review had been one of the most difficult ones the directors 


had ever had to deal with in connection with the company. 


That was due to & variety of causes, not the least of which 
were the strikes with which the directors had had to con- 
tend. The principal strike was that of the marine engineers in 
January last year. That affected the coal supply, and 
the Australian Coal Board introduced restrictions which 
operated, as far as certain factors were concerned, for about 
one month. Then, for the first time in the history of the 
company for twenty years, their own engine drivers and 
firemen were forced to come out in support of & general strike 
of engine drivers throughout the Commonwealth. With 
regard to the drought, that was luckily not very severe 
in the southern portion of Victoria, and the latest reports 
told them that it was expected that the wheat crop this year 
would be a record one, bringing into Australia many millions 
of pounds beyond the record of anything previously done. 
The shortage of plant had been due to the delay in delivery, 
delay in shipping, and various things of that kind, and they 
had had rather a job to deal with their rapidly increasing 
demands for their supplies, but he was glad to tell them that 
the directors had recently concluded arrangements with the 
Victorian Railway Commissioners to take a supply of 10,000 
kW for their power house. That was a good thing with regard 
to the cost of the generating plant, and cemented their rela- 
tions with the State authorities. e first 5,000 kW of the 
supply would be available very shortly, and the remaining 5,000 
kW would be available later on. He proceeded to deal with 
the figures in the accounts, and with regard to the profit and 
loss account, said he thought that these accounts showed very 
satisfactory results under adverse circumstances. Their profit 
had risen in Melbourne from £167,072 to 4205. 357. an inctease 
of £38,000 in round figures, or equal to 22 per cent. In view 
of all the circumstances, he thought that was extremely satis- 
factory. At Geelong the profits had increased from £13,087 
to £16,030, which was about the proportional increase, and 
they were expecting & bigger increase at Geelong when the 
additional plant they were now putting down for the purpose 
of supplying industrial power in that neighbourhood was in 
operation. The Geelong tramways especially bad justified 
themselves, and had carried 1,700,000 passengers, which. for 


a small town like Geelong. was a very remarkable thing. 


That showed an increase of 37j per cent. on the previous year. 
The growth of the business was perhaps more easily reflected 
to the minds of shareholders by u comparison of the number 
of consumers the company had and the number put on daring 
the year. Last year he told them that they had 5.560 new 
consumers, which constituted & record, but during the past 
year the company had 9,245 udditional consumers. an advance 
of 66 cent. on the previous yeur. Cable advices 
from Melbourne gave the information that from Sep- 
tember to December the new services had averaged 
over 10,000 a year, which was a phenomenal rate of 
increase, and that that rate was being fully maintained. 
These increases had taken place not only in providing ordinary 
hght, but in providing industrial power. During the year 
they had bad to increase the industrial power by 361 h.p. 
and the total amount of the industrial h.p. was now 30,600. 
There was an increase of 27 per cent. in the amount of coal 
used, and the efficiency of the coal was slightly improved, 
during the year, so that if it had not been for coal strikes, the 
results would have been considerably better. They had got a 
very live undertaking, and in spite of difficulties the resulte of 
the past financial year were extremely satisfactory, and fully 
justified the increased capital which the directors had put 
into the business. As a matter of fact, he considered that 
the results fully justified the increased capital ‘which it was 
proposed to raise, and put into the business in the coming 
year. If they would look at the Melbourne accounts they 
would see how the revenue was arrived at. By private supply 
they obtained £204,689, as against £165,688 last year, so that 
there was an increase there of £39,000 in round figures. In 
power, heating, &c., the figure stood at £114,485, as against 
£84,376, so that they would see that there was a very sub- 
stantial increase there. On the public supply the amount 
stood at £12,475 for lighting, against £12,408, and in the 
supply to municipal tramways they had 456, 486. a ainsi 
250971. The supply to municipal tramways was 458, 40. 
against £50,971. The bulk supply amounted to £13,059, in- 
stead of £9,848, a very important increase on that: item. 
The meter rente amounted to £17,773, and, of course, re 

the increase in the number of customers. The total revenue 
was £420,645, against £339,190, and the increase . Was.“ 
round figures, aon £80,000, half of which was deriv 
from private trading. FA eye Ss 
At extraordin ry meetings which were. subsequently. held. 
the proposals of the directors with regard to the increase 10 
capital, &c., were unanimously adopted. = = = -- 
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| Metropolitan District Railway Co.—Final 


London dividend on the 5 per cent. second pre- 
: Underground ference stock of lj per cent., making a 
Railways. total of 3 per cent. for 1920. £20,537 car- 


| ried forward. 

London Electric Railway Co.—Final dividend on the 4 per 
cent. preference stock of 2 per cent., making a total of 4 per 
cent. for the year 1920. Final dividend of 1 per cent. on the 
3 making lj per cent. for the year. Carried forward 
City ck South London Railway Co.—Final dividend on the 
consolidated ordinary stock of 1} per cent., making a total of 
là per cent. for 1920. £13,820 carried forward. 

„Central London Railway Co.—Final dividend on the un- 
divided ordinary stock of 2 per cent., making 2} per cent. for 
1920. Final of 34 per cent. on the preferred ordinary stock. 

g 4 per cent. for 1920. A dividend for the year 1920 

of 3 per cent. on the deferred ordinary stock. £15,160 carried 
forward. 
. Underground Electric Railways Co., of London, Ltd.—Sub- 
ject to final audit, the revenue will enable the company to pay 
the full interest to December, 1920, on the 6 per cent. 
first cumulative income debenture stock, and to pay interest 
at the rate of 2 per cent., free of tax, on the 6 per cent. 
income bonds of 1948, for the half-year ended Deoa ber: 1920. 
Carried forward £20,296. . 

Metropolitan Railway Co.—Total net income for 1990 
£614,904, plus £19,864 brought forward. Interest rentals 
and other fixed charges and appropriation to renewals require 
£328,245; preference dividend £239,107; final dividend at the 
rate of £2 per cent. per annum on the ordinary stock, making 
308. per cent. for the year. To general renewals £50,000 is 
ut, against £40,000 for 1919. Carried forward £15,416. The 
uture position of the railway in its relation to the London 
group. suggested in the scheme of the Ministry of Transport, 
is receiving the consideration of the board. The increase in 
revenue which has so far resulted from the revisions in fares 
is ed satisfactory. The large additions to the rolling 
stock have relieved the congestion of traffic during the rush 
hours. Four steam locomotives of a powerful type and seven 
new trains of six coaches each have been placed in service. 
Of the new cars ordered for the electric service, twelve have 
been delivered. and others will be available shortly. The 
reequipment of the existing electric locomotives with higher- 

wered motors is being gradually effected. Arrangements 
or augmenting and improving the generating plant at Neasden 
are proceeding favourably. and when completed, these and 
other works in hand will amply provide for a substantial 
development of the company's business. 


| ME In presenting the directors’ report at the 
Sunderland annual general meeting held in London on 
District Electric February Ist, Mr. H. Hogg. the chair- 
Tramways, Ltd. man, said that permission to raise charges 
had not been received until August last, 
when the cost of material had increased many times, and 
successive arbitrations were steadily increasing employés’ 
wages. Wages of motormen and conductors alone had cost 
the company £4,800 more than in the last period. The work 
of enlarging and improving rolling stock, sheds, and work- 
shops had been proceeded with, und many improvements had 
been effected. The track had been considerably improved 
although renewals of a permanent nature had been found 
impossible of execution. Work was to be commenced on the 
cables at the earliest possible moment. Owing to the arrears 
of repairs caused by the war period it would be necessary 
to spread the carrying out of the work over several years. The 
outlook as regarded steel and copper was more cheerful as 
prices were gradually tending towards normal levels. There 
was & slight reduction in the number of passengers carried 
during. the year—7,611,000, although the gross receipts bad 
increased owing to the increased fares. The investment 
securities of the company had decreased in value during the 
year, and it had been necessary to write off £1,800 to bring 
them to a realisable value. he speaker, referring to the 
tramway employés' claim for an additional 12s. per week, 
considered that the limit had already been reached with regard 
to the amount of wage payments the industry was able to bear. 
If further demands were conceded tramways would cease to 
exist, and anotber form of transport would have to be sub- 
stitnted. The report and balance sheet were adopted. and 
the retiring directors and auditors were re-elected. 


Denmark.—A message from Aarhus says that the board 
of directors of Aktieselskabet Jydsk Electro has decided to 
propose a dividend of 16 per cent. for the year 1920, after 
writing off aboat kr. 100,000 on buildings and machinery.— 
Reuter's Trade Service (Copenbagen). | Lee 

-Sweden.— Elektriska Pannrenening Aktiebolaget (Electric 
Boiler-cleaning. Company) realised during the past financial 
year-a net profit of Kr. 62,150 on a capital of Kr. 100,000, com- 

with Kr. 99,900 for the previous twelve months. The 
s ore & dividend of 90 per cent. as before.— 
Reuter’s Trade Service, 8 olm. j 
Aktiebolaget. Membra, the electric apparatus manufacturing 
company at . has decided to increase its share capital 
um Kr. 160,000 to Kr. 450,000 by the issue of 3,000 new 
od: 


Hong-Kong Tramway Co., Ltd.—The profits for-.1920, 
subject to audit, amounted to £86,295, which, added to amount 
brought forward, makes £93,411. The directors have trans- 
ferred £50,000 to contingent liability account, and recommend 
a final dividend of ls. 3d. per share, making 2&. for the year, 
carrying forward £10,911. Income tax will be deducted from 
the dividend paid to shareholders on the London register.— 
Financial. Times. 

Reduction of Capital.—Sevenoaks & District Electricity 
Co., Ltd.— A petition for confirming a resolution reducing 
the capital of the company from .£40, to £29,948 has been 
presented to the High Court, and will be heard on February 
22nd. 

Central Electric Supply Co.—For 1920 there is a profit of 
£8 after putting £29,513 to depreciation. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 
TuEsDAY EVENING. 
Stock EXCHANGE markets have been a little lightened by the 
announcement with regard to the forthcoming abandonment of 
Excess Profits Duty. and the fact that a definite term is set 
to its duration. There was at first a general rise in most of 
the industrial markets. As, however, this was not backed up 
by any great amount of increased business, a halt was called 
to the improveinent. Nevertheless, the feurs which. antici- 
pated the Budget are to a large extent dissipated by the Chan- 
cellor'a declaration that he intends to substitute no other tax 
in place of the Excess Profits Duty. In the prices with which 
we deal in this column there is not much cuange as a result 
of the Excess Profits Duty announcement, but the relief felt 
in business circles is reflected in a more cheerful tone that 
touches electricity issues as well as others connected with 
trade undertakings. 

Particulars- are published of an ;ambitious scheme which 
seeks to incorporate a company for the purpose of canstruct- 
ing works for generating electricity by means of power 
afforded by water from lochs, rivers, streams and gathering 
grounds in the neighbourhood of the Grampian Hills, The 
capital of the company is proposed to be a million pounds, 
which may be increased to four million pounds with the sanc- 
tion of the Board of Trade. We seem to have heard of the 
scheme before, and are under the impression that it was war 
conditions which held up its prosecution. There wili be a 
good deal of interest attaching to its inception and progress. 

Home Railway dividends in the Underground group did 
not make a particularly good showing. London Electric ordi- 
nary shares receive Ii per cent., for the full year and City and 
South London 1j per cent., both showing declines of 4 per 
cent. as compared with 1919. London General Omnibus Com- 
puny puys 5 per cent. free of tax, as against 7 per cent. for 
1919, and the Underground Electric Income Bonds get 2 per 
cent. free of tax as against 4 per cent. for the previous twelve 
months. The dividend on District 5 per cent. second prefer- 
ence stuck comes down from 4 per cent. to 3 per cent. The 
carry-forward is reduced in every case, with the exception of 
the Central London Company, where, however, the. dividend 
of 4 per cent. on the deferred is 2} per cent. less than that 
paid for 1919. The London Electric Railway Company in- 
creases its carry-forward by £1.400. As the market was going 
for no more than 1 per cent. on Underground Electric Income 
Bonds, the announcement of 2 per cent. caused a rise of 
2 points in the bonds, and had the effect of stiffening the price 
of the £10 shares; the A shares are sixpence easier at 
5s. Od. Districts put on 108. to 16. Metropolitan ordinary is 
lower at 214. The Home Railway market is flat on the state- 
ment of earnings published this week by the Ministry of 
Transport. à 

Amongst electricity supply shares, City of London at 94s. 3d. 
are again a little better, following upon their improvement of 
last week, and Metropolitan regained the 2s. 6d. whieh was 
then lost. South Londons rose } to 2$, and business bas been 
marked in the shares at 558. It gives a pretty clear indication 
of the narrowness of the market in electric lighting shares to 
remark that this improvement of 2s. 6d. came about us a 
result of three deals, which involved the bagatelle of 25 shares 
altogether. Edison-Swans have gone back to 12s., and manu- 
facturing shares as a whole have received no quotable benefit 
up to the present from the E.P.D. announcement by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. The Central Electric Supply 
Company's accounts show a profit of eight pounds for last 
vear. This is added to the amount brought forward, doubling 
the latter, and £16 goes forward to the new year. The com- 
pany transfers £29,500 to deprecia tion 

Melbourne preference rose to 43, evidently with the inten- 
tion of making a better setting for the proposed issue' of new 
shares at this price. More attention is being paid to Mexicans 
on account of the expectation that a loan will be arranged 
immediately, through the medium of Messrs. J. P. Morgan .& 
Co., from the United States to Mexico. This has brought 
about big rises in the prices of Mexican Government. bonds. 
though the improvement has hardly got round to the utility 
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issues. Mexican Light and Power first mortgage at 634, show- 
ing a rise of a point, are the only bonds that have a vanced 
up to the present. Amongst Argentines, Buenos Aires 
Lacroze debentures improved to 544, and Anglo-Argentine 
Tramways 5 per cent. debenture stock is again a point to the 
good at 594. 

As usual, the telegraph and telephone list makes the best 
showing in our lists. Eastern ordinary we quote at 1594, but 
buyers would probably have to pay more than 160, The new 
shares are 3ls. Eastern Extensions and Globes are nominally 
4 down at 154, although actually there is very little stock in 
the market. Eastern Extension new shares are quoted 153 
and Western new shares are 154, the old in the latter concern 
having risen to £16. Henley's are scarcely so good at 28s. 6d., 
but the new have hardened to IS. premium bid, and it is 
evident that holders of the former have been exchanging into 
the latter. there being a small turn to be made by so doing. 
Babcock & Wilcox advanced to 91, in company with the shares 
of most of the engineering, coal, iron and steel companies, 
these being expected to obtain substantial advantage from re- 
moval of E.P.D. The.armament group is quiet, and people 
in the North who are in a position to know what is going on, 
speak none too hopefully of the prospects of the armament 
companies. Rubber shares are heavy and dull. There is no 
particular rally in the price of the produce. Stocks of rubber 
on hand continue to pile up at a rate which alarms those 
who observe how retail is the demand for raw rubber from 
America and other big customers. 

Marconis have been up to £2, but subsided to 1 15/16. 
Canadian Marconis eased off to 78. 9d., and there is nothing 
doing in Radios. Inquiries arise as to when the first dividend 
may be expected on Radio preferred, and, although some look 
for a distribution next month, nothing official has been an- 
nounced on the point. 


SHARE LIST OF ELEOTRICAL COMPANIES. 
Hoxe ELBOTRIOITY COMPANIBS. 
Dividend Price 


— eb. 6, Tield 
1918. 1919. 1981, Rise or fall. p. o. 
Brompton Ordinar. 8 19 5i - 10 4 4 
Gnaring Cross Ordinary "NE. 4 1 4 — 818 0 
do. do. do. $$ Pret. .. 43 4$ af — 8 8 8 
Chelsea. ee ee oe ee 8 4 : — 6 8 0 
City of London a s ee 8 10 24/8 + 6d, 8 8 4 
do. do. 6 per cent. Pref... 6 6 17 — 617 2 
County of London oe e. 1 8 7 — 1018 4 
do. do. 6 percent. Pref, 6 6 7 — 315 0 
Kensington Ordinary „„ ô 7 — 908 
London Blectrio  .. i „ Nil 7 - 10 0 0 
do, do. 6 percent, Pref... 6 — 1018 2 
Metropolitan. . „„ 6 a +è 10 8 8 
do. 4 r oent, Pref, .. 4 €t — 815 8 
85. James' an Mall ee ee 10 19 — 9 19 0 
South London „„ „„ „% 5 6 +3 9 210 
South Metropolitan Pref... T 1 1 19/9 — 10 8 8 
Westminster Ordinary .. e 8 10 5 — 910 e 
TRLEORAPHS AND TELEPHONES. 
Anglo-Am. Tel. Pref, eo ee 6 6 81) + 2 7 7 B 
do. Del. eo ee ru 1g 16 +2 9 6 6 
Chile Telephone oe ee ee 6 -— *$ 4 é 
Cuba Sub. Ord. 99 ee ee 7 7 — 10 15 4 
Bastern Extension ee 10 15 — 1 6 9 0 
Eastern Tel. Ord. .. ee ee 6 10 15 +2 6 5 6 
Globe Tel. and T. Ord. .. e. 8 10 1 ~ } 6 9 0 
do. do. Pref. ee [IJ 6 6 — 6 17 3 
Great Northern Tel. T ee 2 n 92 - 10 0 0 
Indo-European eo oe ee 18 10 80 — 8 6 8 
Marconi ee ee ee ee 26 26 1 — — 
Oriental Telephone Ord. .. ee 10 19 3 — *5 4 0 
United R. Plate Tel. ee ee 8 8 — «e$ 8 0 
West India and Panama .. ee D Nil — Nil 
Western Telegraph. eo ee 10 1 +i * 3 0 
| Howm Rats, 
Central London Ord. Assented .. 4 4 — 9 4 0 
Metropolitan oe oe ee ee 1 H 31 — i 619 6 
do, . District = . Nil 1 + Nil 
Underground Eleotrio Ordinary Nil Nil 3 * l Nil 
do. o. "A" „ Nil Nil 6/6 — 6d. Nil 
do. do. Income .. b 4 673 +3 219 8 
| Forzicu Trams, &o, 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref. .. Nil 33 — 10 0 0 
do. do. and Pref. ee Nil x -—. Nil 
do. do. 5 % Deb. 5 5 b £1 8 6 0 
Brasil Tractions .. - .. Nil Nil —11 Nil 
British Columbia Bleo. Rly. Pfce. 6 6 56 41 818 6 
do. do. Preferred 5 — *816 0 
do. do.  Deferred Ni 8 51 — *12 28 
do. do. Deb. ee 4 -— 7 16 0 
Mexioo Trams 5 percent. Bonds.. N ~ Nil 
Mexican Light Common .. „„ Nil Ni 1 — Nil 
8 do. : ref. ee . ooe Nil Nil 884 — Nil 
do. 1st Bonds..  .. Nil Nil 41 Nil 
; MANUFACTURING COMPANIES. 
Baboook & Wiloox .. =e , 115 138 t1 +$ 6 18 
British Alumínium Ord. .. ee 10 10 18/3 — 10 19 
British Insulated Ord, .. „„ 124 15 1 - 9 61 
Oallenders oe ee oe ee 25 15 1 -— 10 18 
ve Pref. oe ee. ee 63 17/6 -— 1 8 
Castner. Kel ner ee ee ee 20 17 27 — 7 12 
Crompton Ord. T ee ee 10 10 18,9 — 14 11 
Edison-Swan s ee ee 10 10 13/- . —é6d.. - 
do. do. b per cent. Deb. . 6 5 70 - 7 21 
Electric Construction ss ee 10 10 i — 11 8 
Gen. Elec. Pret. ee oe eer 6 64 18, -—. 7. 2 j 
do. Ord. ee oe oe 10 10 1 4 —1là. 08 8 
Henley .. oe pe ee „„ B 15 152 — 10 6 
do. 43 Pref.. ee ee oe 4d 4à BK — 6 18 
India - Rubber oe E ee oe 10 10 l i — at 
Met.-Vickers Pret, ee ee ee — 8 1H — ., 8 16 
Giemens Ord... T ee ee 10, | 10 1 - $s. *9 18 
Telegtaph Cu. oe eo 20 90 21 "1 — ,-1L 


„ Dividends paid tree of Income Tax., ° 


20320000 
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E MARKET QUOTATIONS. .— 
IT should be remembered, in making use of the figures appearing 
in the following list, that in some cases the prices are only general, 
and they may vary according to quantities and other oiroumstanoes. 


Tuesday, February sth. " 


| — Late 


CHEMICALS, &c. ek 3 
a Acid, Oxalio ... per lb. 14 we 
a Ammoniac Sal per ton 2110 M 
a Ammonia, Muriate (large crystal) a 478 £16 dec 
a Bisulphide of * oes » eee eve 
a Borax Tm ee 8 £88 "TES 
a Copper Bulphate  .. da + 488 £9 des. 
a Potash, Ch orate ee eve ooo per lb. ied. $d. dee. 
a P orate " con eee , : 40 TP 
aShellao.. ... w . . . per o | £16 10s 48 103. dee. 
a Sulphate of Magnesia per ton 418 Sie 
a Sulphur, Sublimed Flowers " 8:6 28 ine. 
a LL) Lump ee? ele eve , 418 99 
a Soda, Chlorate a ius per Ib. 5d. 1d. dee. 
a , C stals ‘one coe 1 eee 
a Sodium chromate, casks per lb. 17 
METALS, &c. 

p Babbitt's Metal ingots ses sis ton 495190 £800 sae 
c Brass (rolled metal 2" to 19" basis) per lb. 1,03 1d. dee. 
E [T] Tubes (solid drawn)... eve 97 1721 to 1/8 ooo: 
c 35 9 ( 11 drawn) 0 » 1255 ove 
e Copper & (80 [T 3 
c 5 (best selected) per ton £194 ies 
c 99 Sheet mri ave 285 99 2191 ee 
c LI] Rod eoo [II] . 97 8124 E i 
d ` “oe (Electrolytic) Bars ace 6 ATI 28 dec. 
d. r. 99 LI Sheets ooo » 8145 oe 
d " " Wire Rods.. T 498 £8 dec. 
d 99 99 H O. Wire E Der Ib, 104, i wv 
,. "TT % ee 0 ?9 650 oow 
f ee Sheet oe Ld oo B/ m 
P Bilver Wire " 2/9 e 
h Gutta-percha, fine 50 14% to 16}- PA 
h lndia-rubber, Para fine P. " 1d: 3d. : eo. 
i Iron Pig (Cleveland Warrants) .. per top Nom. m 
I „ Wire, galv. No. 8, P.O. qual. » £50 i 
g Lead, English Pig m" % m 97 894 41 ce’. 
g Mercury eos soo ove ovo eee per bot. 213 10 to 413 15 ivo 
e Mica (in original cases) smal! oes per Ib. 6d. to . "- 
[ | v [T] [T] medium oo IL 5/ to 10J- EH 
5 Phosphor Bronse, plain castings a oun i 

T , ” eco 
p zi » rolled bars hus y ae 2/5 to M 
p j „ rolled strip & shee "Ho 9/6 to 2/9 j 
4 Siliolum Bronse Wire. . per Ib. 1/4 4d. dee 
r Stoel et, in bars [II] eco [T] | 1/8 ET 
n Tin, Blook (English) — ..  .. per ion 8157 to £158 47 dec. 
m: Wire, Nos. 1 to 16 ove eee per lb. 4/6 TP 
p White Anti-friction Metals... Per ton £78 to £800 k 

Quotations supplied by— 
a G. Boor & Co. James & Shak 
S Thos. Bolton & Sons, Ld. f Bawara Till & Co. 
d Frederick Smith & Co. 4 Bolling & Lowe. . 
| Richard Johnson & Nephew, Lié 


@ F. W 4 Sons. 

f India-Rubber, Gutta-Percha and n P. Ormiston & Sons. 
Telegraph Works Oo., Lid. p mmm 

r W. F, Dennis & Oo. 


„— .... ññ..ꝶ—. 


Kinema Eye Strain.— With reference to the complaints 
that have been made by the Actors’ Association concerning the 
harmful effecta of the atrong lights used in kinematograph studios, 
the Ministry of Health's Departmental Committee on Blindness 
was to visit the Stoll Film Co.'s studios at Cricklewood, this week, 
to investigate the complaints of injury to artists’ eyes by the heat 
and other rays of the lamps. When the Palace Theatre, W., is 
converted into a kinema theatre, a new method of projection is to 
be tried, says the Evening News, Instead of being thrown on the 
screen from the front, the pictures are to be projected from behind. 
It is claimed that this method will considerably lessen the eye- 
strain of the audience; and the experiment should be specially 
interesting by reason of the proposal of the London County Counoil 
to regulate the distance between the front seats and the screen in 
picture theatres. It is intended to bring the pictures and the eyes of 
the audience on to the same level. 


The Proposed Engineers’ Club for London. — The 
following names have been added to the list of the Provisional 
Committee, given in our last issue (p. 138) :—Mr. Harry Allcock, 
M. I. Mech. E., M. I. E. E. (Vice-President, British Engineers Asso- 
ciation) ; Mr. D. A. Bremner ; Mr. A. W. Dennis; Mr. D. N. Dunlop 
and Allied Manufacturers’ Associa- 
tion); Sir E. H. T. d'Eynoourt ; Mr. H. Ll. T. Foster, M.Inst.C.B., 
M.I.E.E, ; Mr. A. E. Gelder; Major K. G. Stacy Hatfield ; Mr. J. B. 


Harding, A.LE.E. ; Mr. J. Snow Huddleston ; Mr. A. H. Hopkinson, 


P. C., F.R S.; Dr. W. R. Ormandy, F. I. O., F. C. S. The first meeting 
of the provisional committee was to be held yesterday (February 
10th). Prospective members are invited to send their names to the 
hon. seoretary, Mr. E. L. Hill, 39, 8t. James's Street, S.W. 1. 


A New Electrically-worked Mlue.— The Udston Coal Co. 


is sinking a new pit at Macmerry Station, . Haddingtonshire, and 


as it is proposed to use several coal-outting machines, a 350-kW 
electric plant has been installed, the generator being driven by a 
Belliss & Morcom vertical compound engine of 365 h.p. There isa 


Sirboco single-inlet fan, 6 ft. in diameter, capable of producing an. 
per minute against a water-gauge. 


air current of 64,000 ob. ft. 
of 3 in. 


* 
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THE, TEMPERATURE LIMITS OF LARGE ALTERNATORS. 


By G. A. 


JUHLIN, 


M. I. E. E. 


(Abstract of Paper read before the INSTITUTION OP ELECTRICAL ENGINBERS.) 
(Concluded from pago 156.) 


To determine the effect of temperature on insulation, a 
number of samples were tested. Each complete bar consisted 
of three conductors insulated from each other by half-lap 
layers of mica tape. Bending tests were made on a number 
of bars in the condition they were in after having been in- 
sulated in the F in the usual way. Other 
bars were tested after being heated. As the breaking load 
was approached, the deflection increased rapidly even with 
the load constant. For this reason it was not possible to 
determine the deflection at the breaking point with any degree 


of accuracy. The results of the tests are shown in figs. 7 and 


8; the upper parts of the curves are dotted for the reason just 
given. all cases mechanical failure of the wrap preceded 
electrical failure. The effect of the prolonged heating was 
only to reduce slightly the load required to produce a given 
deflection, and also to reduce the load at which the insulation 


The tests show clearly that no diminution in the elasticity 
of the insulation is caused by temperatures up to 150 deg. C. 
This result may seem doubtful, but when it is considered that 
the insulation js heated to approximately 150 deg. C. during 
its application on the conductors, and that this temperature 
is hig “nouga to evaporate most of ‘the volatile constituents 
in the bond, but not to destroy either the backing or the bond, 
there seems no reason why any loss in elasticity should occur 
with prolonged heating. It may, on the contrary, be expected 
that the deflection which the bars would stand without break- 
ing should increase after heating to a temperature high enough 
to destroy the bond, as the individual mica pieces would then 
have a certain amount of freedom to move. It is probable, 
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Foot- pounds 
' Fia. 7.—RELATION BETWEEN LOAD AND 
DEFLECTION OF Copper BARS, PAPER-MICA WRAP. 
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Fic. 8.—RELATION BETWEEN LOAD AND 
DEFLECTION OF COPPER 


It has been recognised for a long time that the solidity of the 
wrap is of great importance as far as its heat-resisting quali- 
ties are concerned. Of still greater importance is the percentage 


of mica employed. In order to determine the influence of 


these factors several sets of bars were made and insulated with 
wraps containing mica varying from 20 per cent., in the old 
hand-wrapped type, up to practically pure mica in some 
special wraps. It was found possible to apply mica wraps 
containing no paper by means of the Haefly wrapping 


The bars used for this test were taken from some coils of a 
standard water-wheel alternator in process of manufacture. 
The insulation between individual turns consisted of the cotton 
covering of the conductors and mica strips between each 
conductor. The thickness of the insulation was that normally 
employed for an 11,000-volt machine. All these bars were 
subjected to a temperature of 190 deg. C. continuously for 
10 months. In Table I the samples are given in the order 
of the percentage of mica contained in the wraps and the 
breakdown value of the insulation follows the same order. 

i Breakdown voltage. 


55 RA 
Minimum. Maximum 


TABLE I. 


Wraps on samples. 


(1) Empire cloth and mica, hand-wrapped 15,000 26,000 
(2) Cambric and mica, machme-wrapped... 31,000 35, 000 
(3) Paper and mica, machine-wrapped 32,000 45,000 
(4) Paper and mica, machine-wrapped ... 47,000 48, 000 
(5) Mica and shellac only, machine-wrapped 50,000 62,000 


The insulations (3) and (4) differ in the percentage of mica 
due to a different thickness of paper being employed. In 
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Fic. 9.—TEMPERATURE 
DuoRING HrAaTING TEST. 


Bars, CAMBRIC-MICA WRAP. 


however, that in such a case electrical failure would precede 
mechanical failure. The reduction in mechanical strength is 
due to the backing used having lost its strength. 

Dielectric tests were carried out on all samples after the 
bending tests. There was no difference in breakdown strength 
of the insulation between the bars before and after heating. 
On account of the excellent condition of the insulation after 
having been subjected to a temperature of 150 deg. C., further 
tests were arranged to determined the effect of still higher 
temperatures. In order to approximate to actual service con- 
ditions, new samples were placed in semi-enclosed slots of a 
sector of laminations taken from a standard machine and 
assembled for the purpose of the tests. A typical temperature 
chart of one bar is shown in fig. 9; no insulation troubles were. 
however, experienced. Dielectric tests were made on the 
bars after the heat run, and the test showed that no appre- 
ciable deterioration of this insulation had taken place. 

The bars were removed from the slots and were found to be 
in a satisfactory condition. It is of special interest to know 
that the bars were tighter in the slot after the run than before; 
a certain amount of shrinkage does take place, but the 
shrinking is more than compensated for by the elasticity of 
the mica. The mica splittings act in the manner of a multi- 
laver spring which presses against the slot sides and so keeps 
the coil in position. This is borne out by ordinary experience, 
because it is usually exceedingly difficult to withdraw bars 
from machines which have been in operation for some time. 
The paper and cambric used for building the mica upon was 
found to be carbonised, but remained intact on the inside 
layers. The fibre wedges employed at the top of the slots for 
holding the bars in position were very brittle and loose due to 
shrinkage. This was caused partly by the iron temperature, 
which was considerably higher than that met with in actual 
practice owing to the lack of ventilation of the surface of 
the lamination, and partly by the absence of the mica strip 
which is normally used between the bars and the wedges. 

The surface temperature of the iron is shown in fig. 9. 


applying the insulation it was found that the bars wrapped 
with No. 3 insulation were not as solid as those wrapped with 
No. 4. These high-pressure tests are highly satisfactory with 
the exception of those on the Empire cloth samples, and 
these were expected to show low breakdown values. 

At the end of the test the bars were still a good fit in the 
slot, but the cotton covering on the individual conductors was 
entirely destroyed, all the conductors being quite bare. The 
mica strips between the conductors were, however, in perfect 
condition. The general condition of the wraps was the same 
as in the previous tests, i.e., the fibrous materials used for 
building the mica on were carbonised, but the wraps were in 
all cases quite intact. The solidity varied with the amount 
of mica embodied in the wraps. The hand-wrapped Empire 
cloth and mica insulation was spongy, but the paper mica 
wraps were quite solid, the pure mica wraps being practically 
as hard as when the test began. 

The above tests confirm the results obtained from a series 
of similar tests carried out by the Westinghouse Electric and 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd., at Pittsburg, U.S.A. In these tests 
mica insulation was subjected to temperatures as high as 
300 deg. or 400 deg. C. without any serious loss in dielectric 
scrape Tests carried out bv the same company on one of 
the original Niagara Falls machines gave valuable data on the 
maximum safe temperature of mica insulation. Table II sum- 
marises the operating record of the machine in question. 


TABLE II. 


Length Operating temp. in ° C. 
incus (based on 35? C. air). 
40,000 — 120 to 145 
13,800 — 145 to 175 
8,200 175 to 210 
2.600 20 to 245 
10. 245 to 285 


No insulation failures which could in any way be attributed 
to the deterioration of the insulation were experienced during 
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the whole of the time the machine was in service. The author 
believes that this machine is not unique, but that there are 
otber machines operating at temperatures almost as high as 
those given in the table. 

As regards rotor insulation the temperature distribution is 
generally more even than in the case of the stator.  'l'ests 
indicate that the temperature of the end windings is greater 
than that of the slot portion, because the rotor body is at a 
low temperature and rapidly carries away the heat from 
the copper in the slots, whereas the ventilation of the ends is, 
at the best, somewhat ineflicient. 

The probiem of insulating the rotor winding is not as diffi- 
cult as that of the stator winding, as practically pure mica can 
be employed, both for the insulation between turns and for 
the slot insulation. The insulation of the retaining ring for 
the end windings can also be pure mica moulded into the 
rings. There is, therefore, practically no destructible material 
n „ and it may be classed under heading (5) in 

able I. 

Moreover, the danger of breakdowns caused by deterioration 
of the insulation due to high temperatures is considerably less 
in the rotor than in the stator, and higher temperatures may, 
therefore, be adopted for this part of the machine than for 
the stator. There is no ditticulty with regard to other ma- 
terials than mica being used in turbo-rotor construction, as 
machines are now constructed in which nothing but asbestos 
tape is used for protecting the coils from dirt, and ‘* Bakelite ” 
is used for any packing blocks and distance pieces required. 
These materials are absolutely unaffected by temperatures con- 
siderably higher than those which it is suggested mica in- 
sulation may be subjected to. i 

It is not possible to come to a conclusion with regard to the 
maximum temperature to which mica, as used at present in 
the insulating of electrical machines, may be subjected. How- 
ever, there is no foundation whatever for the doubt that the 
temperature limits laid down by the British Engineering 
Standards Association are too high, on the contrary, they may 
with safety be increased. The tests show that mica insulation 
of the type employed in the construction of up-to-date alter- 
nators is capable of withstanding temperatures up to 200 deg. 
C. without losing its electrical or mechanical properties. 

In order to take full advantage of this, the maximum tem- 
peratures should be increased to 160 deg. C., based on em- 
bedded temperature-detector measurements for the stator 
winding, and on the increase-of-resistance method for the 
rotor winding. Allowing a correction of 10 deg. C. for the 
difference between the maximum temperature and the observ- 
able temperature, the latter would then be 150 deg. C. This 
correction should refer to double-layer coils, with the tempera- 
ture detectors placed between layers. In cases where the 
detectors are placed between the winding and the laminations, 
a greater correction factor would be necessary. 

The values of these correction factors should be based on 
the voltage, as the difference in temperature between the in- 
side of the insulation and the lamination will depend on the 
voltage, the thickness cf the insulation varying with the latter. 
This has been recognised in connection with temperatures 
measured by thermometer on the surface of stator end wind- 
ings, and there seems to be no reason why it should not be 
applied to the slot portion also. 

Admitting that no reduction in safety will result, which the 
tests have demonstrated, there is no argument against the 
change. There are considerable advantages to be obtained: 
(a) In the case of machines running at the same speed, those 
with high temperature rating are cheaper. (b) Higher 
efficiencies are obtainable. (c) Larger units can be bunt, or 
(d) higher speeds can be adopted for machines of certain 
sizes. (e) Less space is required. l 

Advantage (d) is of great importance because an increase 
in speed reduces the cost of both the alternator and the tur- 
bine. Better steam consumption is also obtained under certain 
conditions for the high-speed turbines. The increase in the 
temperature limits is, therefore, in some cases very far- 
reaching. : i 

There is a distinct tendency among American engineers to 
accept higher temperatures, and the two largest manufactur- 
ing companies have adopted a guarantee of 150 deg. C. for the 
ultimate temperature of their turbo-alternator rotors, and one 
of the companies gives this guarantee for the stator windings. 

The Westinghouse Co., of America. has installed 160 and 
has on order 90 machines [a total of 250 with a total of 
3,481,600 kVA] based on a guarantee of a maximum tempera- 
ture of 150 deg. C. The sizes of these machines vary up to 
35,300 kVa, and they operate at pressures up to 13,200 
volts. Makers who have to compete for orders for machinery 
of this class are placed at a disadvantage if they are unable 
to offer standard machines with the higher temperature limits. 

It is encouraging to note that some engineers in this country 
are disposed to accept higher temperature limits than existing 
standards, but it is of great importance from the point of view 
of standardisation that it should be generally accepted that 
higher temperatures may be adopted without reducing the 
margin of safety. 


DISCUSSION IN LONDON. 


The Presipent (Mr. Ll. B. Atkinson), in calling upon Mr. 
C. H. Merz to open the discussion, explained that he had 
assisted cable makers by adopting higher pressures notwith- 
standing the indisposition of others to do so. and the speaker, 


* 


therefore, appealed for closer consideration to be given to the 
subject before them. The subject was of importance inasmuch 
as it tended to reduce capital expenditure, and at the same 
time, more precise methods of temperature measurement would 
result in greater satety. 

Mr. C. H. Merz pointed out that the adoption of the sug- 
gestions outlined by the author would both cheapen the cost 
of large machines and allow of their being run at their 
maximum etiiciency under all conditions. He agreed with 
the president's remarks, and thought the paper was a step 
in the right direction; it should remove any hesitation to 
install temperature detectors wherever possible, but one or 
two points would require attention. Would the adoption of 
higher temperatures cause other parts of the machine to 
sutter? For instance, what would be the effect on the insula- 
tion used between the laminations and also with regard to 
the distortion of mechanical parts? Practice supported the 
author's request for higher temperatures, and the speaker 
saw no reason why the manufacturer should not specify the 
temperature at which his machine should be run, in the 
same way that he fixed the steam consumption guarantees. 

Mr. R. OmsErTICH agreed that the specified temperatures 
could not be accurately recorded by thermometers, but em- 
phatically disagreed that the higher temperatures which were 
actually attained would be adopted as standard. ‘Lhe tests 
outlined by the author were not representative of the 
actual conditions obtaining in a machine. Ihere were three 
diflerent rates of expansion in a slot, copper, insulation, and 
iron, and no test could take all their etfects into account. 
Coil expansion was an important feature, but was not dealt 
with in the paper; for every 100 deg. rise of temperature 
a certain coil would expand 3 mm.; the core of the machine 
would expand at a different rate, and there would be rubbing 
and perishing going on all the time. Moisture played such 
an important part that in some machines heating elements 
had been placed in the ducts in an attempt to maintain an 
even temperature under all conditions. The insulation of a 
coil would absorb as much as 10 per cent. of its weight in 
moisture when immersed in a saturated atmosphere, and 
dirt also contributed towards increasing the temperature of 
the whole machine. None of the above-mentioned serious 
factors had been dealt with by the author, and it seemed 
to the speaker that it would be rash to adopt higher tempera- 
tures before having obtained more data on the subject. Re- 
garding temperature limits in America, his information was 
entirely ditlerent from the author's. 

Mr. F. H. CLOUGH agreed that in the past machines had 
operated at much higher temperatures than had been sus- 
prede but he thought they should not be too eager to adopt 

igher temperatures, especially for stator windings. A stator 
should always be cooler than its rotor, which condition could 
be obtained if the stator winding was properly designed. 
Most manufacturers were taking steps to incorporate tem- 
perature detectors in their machines, and they relied on the 
assistance of operating engineers to furnish theim with data 
on the results of their experience with such devices. 

Mr. J. SHEPHERD was of the opinion that therino-couples 
were not always reliable, and doubt had been cast upon their 
readings when they were placed at the top of the slots or 
between the windings and the wedge. Ultimate temperatures 
would have to be considered sooner or later, and whilst higher 
temperatures might cheapen machines, they could not afford 
to sacrifice operating safety by being in too much of a hurry 
to adopt them, notwithstanding that the temperature under 
present conditions might reach 900 deg. C. when the ducts 
were choked. The author had given no indication ot the 
conditions obtaining inside the insulation, and it was the 
speaker's opinion that by the use of continuous slots, or 
their equivalent, so us to bind the insulation tightly against 
the metal (as in commutator segments), and thus eliminate 
mechanical stress, temperatures as high as 900 deg. C. could 
be safely adopted. 

Dr. S. P. SMITH, referring to the author's remarks con- 
cerning the B.E.S.A, report No. 72, thought it was desirable 
to arrive at some rules which could be universally applied. In 
the absence of a superior method at the moment, he favoured 
internally-fitted temperature detectors; most turbo-alternator 
troubles were the result of ignorance. and the thermometer 
was of little use. He agreed with the importance that Mr. 
Orsettich attached to the problem of expansion, and said 
that the formula :— 

t. H / R, (2.345 1,) 2,45, in deg. C., 
was simpler, and did not necessitate the use of the tables in 
the B.E.S.A. report No. 72 when calculating the temperature 
increase by the increase in resistance method. 

Mr. A. R. Everest pointed out that since the International 
Electrotechnical Commission dealt with the subject some 
years ago, therrno-couples had been developed, and they must 
therefore, associate higher temperatures with standard 
machines; it was, however, commercially impossible to fit 
embedded detectors in rotors, and he warned his hearers 
not to draw too many conclusions. Experience had shown 
that a high-temperature mica-insulated machine at Niagara 
had given considerable trouble, whilst mica-insulated machines 
which had operated at low temperature had not done so. 

Mr. A. B. FiELD strongly supported the author's conten- 
tions. Reliability and efficiency. were the two most important 
qualities of a machine, but purchasers often overlooked the 
fact that by limiting the manufacturers with regard to tem- 
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peratures they actually obtained a less reliable and often less 
ethcient machine than could otherwise be supplied. If they 
allowed a reasonable temperature rise they would discourage 
freak ventilation schemes; simplicity and mechanical strength 
should be their aim rather than pretty results on paper. 

Mr. H. W. TAYLOR, as a manufacturer, supported the 
author's point of view. Internal temperatures were un- 
doubtedly high, and some operators knew what they actually 
were. Some years ago they had had to choose between 
allowing the higher temperatures and refining details of 
design so as to reduce the temperature, and the latter course 
had been successtuily adopted. 

Mr. G. A. JUHLIN read a communication from Prof. MILES 
WALKER, and a lantern slide was projected on to the screen, 
showing how the temperature piled up in a machine having 
a long core. 

In reply to the discussion, Mr. JUHLIN expressed his gratifi- 
cation at the general agreement on the subject of higher 
temperatures, and explained that the point he wished to 
emphasise was that the adoption of his suggestions would not, 
in fact, increase the temperatures because in consequence of 
their inability to accurately test them they were being worked 
to at present. He did not advocate any rash adoption of 
higher temperatures, but as mica was capable of withstanding 
the temperatures mentioned it was time advantage was taken 
of the fact. He agreed that the bending tests mentioned in 
the paper were not the only ones, but they showed the 
conditions as well as any other method would do. He had 
not found any effect due to expansion because the mica acted 
as 3 sort of spring. Embedded detectors would indicate the 
true temperature only to within one or two degrees, but that 
was near enough for practical purposes. 


LEGAL. 


Lee & BERLIN v. LEVx. 


Ix the Shoreditch County Court, on February 3rd, before 
Judge Cluer, Messrs. Lee & Berlin, of St. Peter's Square, 
Hackney Road, electrical engineers, sued Mr. E. Levy, of 
Hackney Road. N. E., mantie manufacturer, to recover £19 
for etectricul htting work done. 

Mr. LEE stated that they got an order for eleven electric 
lights to be fixed at £2 each, which they did, and they sup- 
posed the work had been passed by the borough council. 
Cross-examined, he said the work was done in June, and then 
they got a notice from a borough council as to the work, which 
they put right, and they had heard nothing since. It was 
not within the witness's knowledge that only half the lights 
could be used. In re-examination he said he was quite willing 
to put anything right now if it was proved to be wrong. 

The DEFENDANT said that on the completion of the work in 
June the inspector from the Shoreditch Borough Council came 
in and saw it and refused to connect. The plaintiffs. were 
supposed to see to the work, and the inspector called again in 
September, but it was not right then. He tried to arrange 
for the plaintiffs to meet the inspector at his place, but 
plaintiffs did not turn up. All that could be used were six 
lights. 

Mr. FokbHAu, consumer's engineer, and inspector in the 
Electricity Department, Shoreditch Borough Council, said 
that when he saw the work in June he gave no order for 
connecting, as the testing was below the standard and the 
tubing was unsatisfactory. He went again in September in 
response to an appeal from the defendant, but the work wis 
then too bad for him to provisionally connect, but he under- 
stood it was to be put right as soon as possible. He had 
never met the plaintiffs there. He had not certified the in- 
stallation fit for use as the work was still unsatisfactory. 

JvbaGE CLuER decided that as the plaintiffs had to put the 
work right, there would be a non-suit, the action being pre- 
mature. 


BRISTOL Tramways, &c., Co., v. THE CORPORATION. 


In the King’s Bench Division, on February 4th, Mr. Justice 
Sankey had before him a special case stated on an arbitrator's 
award in a dispute between the Bristol Tramways & Carriage 
Co. and the Bristol Corporation. The question was what 
amount of compensation should be paid by the Corporation 
to the company for certain tramway buildings on land in 
the parish of St. Michael's, Bristol, lately tuken over by the 
Corporation. , 

Mr. Jeeves, K.C., for the Tramway Co., said the question 
was what was the basis of value of certain buildings erected 
on land leased to the company by the Corporation, to be paid 
by the Corporation to the company under the provisions of the 
lease. The lease was dated July, 1875, and was for 21 years. 
The period expired in 1896, and the tenancy was continued 
fill 1918, when the Corporation gave notice to terminate it. 
The notice expired in May, 1919, and the question of the 
amount of compen£htion for the buildings erected on the land 
was referred to arbitration. The question was what was the 
meaning of the covenant in the lease of the land by the Cor- 
poration that at the expiration of the term of occupation the 


Corporation should pay to the lessees ''the then value for 
all buildings which should have been erected on the land by 
the lessees with the approval of the lessors. Before the 
arbitrator the tramway company contended that the proper 
value of the buildings was the cost of their construction less 
depreciation. Ihe Corporation contended that the value should 
be what anyone would pay for them in the open market. 
The arbitrator found that if the company's contention was 
right the amount should be £6,499, and if the Corporation 
were right 44, 000. Counsel contended that the then value 
must be the cost of construction of the buildings less depre- 
ciation, and therefore the company was entitled to 46, 499. 

Mr. Inskip, K.C., for the Corporation, said the land on 
which the buildings stood was a plot entirely separate from 
the tramway undertaking, and it was a mere accident that the 
lease was included in the tramway agreement. When the 
company purchased the tramways the plot and the buildings 
had no connection with them. To adopt the company's 
contention would be to give an entirely fictitious value to the 
buildings. 'The arbitrator had to find the value of the buildings 
divided from the land, and that was what he had done. 

Mr. Justice SaNKEY remarked that an intending buyer of 
the buildings would have to consider the question of the rental 
ie land. The buildings without the land would have no 
value. 

Mr. Insxip said the arbitrator would first consider the 
prairie value of the land, and he would then proceed to value 
the buildings. Valuers found no difficulty in doing this. He 
contended that the market value of the buildings was their 
true value. 

Mr. Justice SANKEY, in giving judgment, said he dia not 
agree with Mr. Jeeves that the matter came under Section 43 
of the Tramways Act, and he did not take the view thal the 
lease was a lease of a tramway authority. Mr. Jeeves was 
wrong, he thought, in the way he assessed the value. The 
way to assess the value was that contended for by the Corpora- 
tion. Therefore he must answer the question entered in the 
award in the sense that the Corporation must pay £4,000. 


SEMCO, LTD., v. RUSSELL. 


IN the Shoreditch County Court, on Monday, before Judge . 
Cluer, Messrs. Semco, Ltd., of Shoreditch, electrical engineers 
and contractors, sued Mr. E. Russell, of Commercial Street, 
E., to recover £11 18s. 6d. for electrical work done and 
materials supplied. A sum of 5Us. had been paid into court 
in full settlement. 

Mr. Ciark, the foreman, said he went to do the job, which 
was very urgent, and had to be finished that night, so that 
it could be connected up the next day. This meant over- 
time work for the electricians, and their rate of pay was 5s. 
an hour for overtime, which was established by the trade 
union rules. The defendant must have known what the cost 
would be when he ordered the night work. There were two 
men on the job till 10.30 at night, and they tested it and 
found it correct before they left. He understood that the 
trouble was that the electrical power supply authority had 
been round previously but refused to connect up as there 
was an earth. Counsel explained at this point that the charge 
was arrived at by taking the cost of wages and material and 
adding on 25 per cent. for establishment charges, and then a 
further 25 per cent. for profit. 

Judge CLUER: Well, that is one way of charging certainly, 
but being a limited company it must make a profit for its 
shureholders I suppose. 

Mr. Hornsy: Our contention is that a price of 50s. for the 
job was fixed. | 

The defendant was called, and said he had a good deal of 
work to do on the job, which he took at £6. He asked the 
plaintiffs to do the electrical work, and they agreed to do it 
for 50s. ; it was absurd to suggest he would leave them free to 
charge what they liked when he was only receiving £6 for all 
the work. 

Judge CLUFR eventually found for the plaintiffs for £9, say- 
ing the plaintiffs had charged a little too much in making out 
their profit. 


OE e 
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Tramway Wages Iuquiry.— The Court of Inquiry 
appo'nted by the Minister of Labour. under the chairmanship of 
Sir David Harrel, G.C.B , commenced its duties 01 January 26th, 
and many witnesses have been examined durirg its proceedings. 
Mr. E. Bevin, the leader of the Trade Union side, called a number 
of tramway employésand their wives to testify to the cos’ of living 
and the impossibility of living at a proper standard un’er pre- ent 
rates of wages. The employers side, on the otber hard, produced 
evidence to show that the burdens already placed upon the industry 
had reached the utmost limit. At the zess ion of F-bruary 4th it 
was decided to send out a guest ‘vanaire to all und-rtakinga to elicit 
the following informst/on :—Number of route miles and of car-miles, 
1914 and 19 0; number of persons employed. giving grades 1914 
and 1920 ; excess of expenditure over revenue in respect of each 
undertaking. and source from which excess was met, 1914 and 
1920 ; excess of revenue over expenditure, and bow excess was dis- 
posed of ; the amount granted hy each undertaking on the base 
rates subsequent to the Industrial Council's agreement of March 
81st, 1920; variations between the wage rates in 1905 and 1914? 
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THE CALLENDER KAY POLE. 


THE question of overhead transmission is rapidly increasing 
in importance with the development of stations serving wide 
areas or distant localities, and one of the most important con- 
siderations in the study of this branch of engineering is the 
choice of & suitable standard or pole for supporting the heavy 
load of copper required for the work. 

The standardisation of transmission poles is a difficult 
question as far as size is concerned, as so many factors enter 
into the calculations. As regards proportions, however, stan- 
dardisation is not so difficult as has been proved by Messrs. 
Callender's Cable & Construction Co., Ltd., in the produc- 
tion of their Kay poles. These poles consist of a vertical 
member supported by four legs and the same number of 
stays, as seen in fig. 1. The distance from the ground to the 
point at which the stays are fixed to the vertical member is 
taken as a unit of proportion, and all other parts are designed 
in accordance with this unit. Thus, if the unit ” is taken 
to be 100, the tower will stand with its four legs on the 
corners of a square whose side is 40; the height from the 
ground of the joint at which the five members meet will 


Fic. 1l.— Tur CALLENDER Kay POLE. 


also be 40, and the length of each of the legs above the 
ground 49. The length of the stays will be 104. In this 
way the load on any of the members is always a definite 
multiple of the transverse load applied at the head of the 
pole, and a full knowledge of the distribution 1s obtainable 
immediately. This enables the firm to offer a pole of standard 
proportions to deal with any and every condition met with in 
practice. | 

The construction of the pole is very simple. The struts may 
be of any suitable material, but preferably of high tensile 
steel tubes, which are light and easily handled. The founda- 
tions consist of buckled plates attached to their respective 
tubes bv bolts, as shown in fig. 2. The joint at which all 
five tubes meet consists of a cast-iron block (fig. 3), which 
requires no machining and no bolts or fastenings of any 
kind. The various projections on the block are an easy fit 
in the tubes, and the block is just subjected to simple com- 
pressive forces. Under no circumstances can the block work 
out of place, and a load coming on the pole from any direction 
tends to keep it more firmly in position. The ties or stay 
wires are galvanised wire ropes of high-grade steel. with & 
tensile strength of from 100 to 110 tons per sq. in. The four 
ties for each pole are formed of two lengths of rope, each 
length passing from one leg of the pole to the top and down 
again to an adjacent leg. The Kay pole is very flexible; 


by suitably adjusting the stays, the vertical member may 
be allowed to deflect considerably before the structure as a 
whole offers any serious resistance to the deflecting force. 
This flexibility is not purchased at the price of safety. 

As regards the transport of these poles, it will be seen 
that no difficulty is presented, and their assembly is also a 
simple matter. 

In erection, the ground is first marked out to show the 
points at which the legs are to enter the ground, and the 
necessary excavations are made. While this is being done, 
the four buckled plates are attached to the legs, and the 
joint block is placed with its lower parallel projection in one 
of the legs. This leg is then lifted into one of the holes and 
inclined at the proper angle, when the other legs are brought 
up and fitted into the joint. The earth is then rammed in 
round the bases of the legs and the vertical tube is placed in 
position with a light derrick, the stays and cross-arms having 
been fitted in readiness. When the construction gang has 
erected one or two poles, each member becomes accustomed 
to his part of the work, and erection can be carried out 
rapidly. 

Where it is desired to keep a line in commission day and 
night for years together the wrapping of the tubes with 
bitumen-impregnated hessian is recommended. All 
inner surfaces of the tubes are invariably coated 
with a rust-resisting compound, and legs of poles 
which have been erected for years have been 


HW "ZA found free from corrosion on both interior and 


exterior surfaces. 
. The makers claim that the Callender Kay pole 
is the cheapest as well as the best for h.p. trans- 


Fie. 2.—MertTHop or FIXING 
FOUNDATION PLATE. 


Fic. 3.—JoiNT BLOCK. 


mission work on account of the low costs involved in freight. 
transport, distribution. assembly, erection, and mainten- 
ance. 


Electricai Appliances for South African Railways.— 
Sir William Hoy, general manager of the Union of South Africa 
Railways and Harbours, in his official report for 1920, just to hand, 
states tbat the electrification of certain sections of the Union rail- 
ways which has been authorised by Parliament (st an estimated 
cost of £4,385.400), will lead to considerable development in elec- 
trical schemes and the introduction of electrical appliances for 
railway purposes. Important schemes are in hand for large 
extensions in the use of electrio power in Durbau, Bloemfontein, 
East London and other workshops, and also at the harbours. At 
Pretoria, Sir William Hoy adds, it has become imperative to 
supplement the generating plant by a new 250- kW set, in order to 
cope with the additional demand for power. New electric light 
plante have been installed at a number of oountry stations, and 
other installations are in hand. A new sygtem of lighting has 
been introduced in several of the large goods yards to facilitate 
shunting work at night. The new system, known as flood 
lighting, has been found very successful, and will be extended as 
circumstances warrant 
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NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS AND PLANT. 


Readers are invited to submit particulars of new or improved devices and apparatus, which will be published 
if considered of sufficient interest, 


Art and Utility in Lighting. 
An extremely wide range of lighting fittings is disclosed in 
æ catalogue recently issued by Messrs. J. & W. B. SMITH, 
Larp., 15-28, Farringdon Road, E.C. 1. From both the artistic 
point of view and that of utility the list can be said to cover 
rnost requirements in the way of illumination. We select two 
examples to illustrate the variety of the fittings included in 


Fic. 1.—CANDLE BRACKET. 


the catalogue. Fig. 1 is a candle bracket, an ornate fixture 
designed for those whose minds cling to the old traditions 
while desiring to make use of the advantages of electric 
lighting. Fig. 2 is a severely plain desk fitting with a polished 
sheet brass reflector for use with metal filament lamps. The 


Fic. 2.—Desk FITTING. 
reflector is fitted to the brass tube by a double-knuckle joint 


with a tightening wing nut. This type can be used as a 
piano standard to illuminate music without glare. 

These are but two examples from among almost a thousand 
fittings of all kinds. We have seen the firm's show-rooms, 
and were much pleased with what we were shown. 


A New Mercury Cut-out. 


We have received from Messrs. SaGAr-RICHARDS, LTD., 
Woodbottom Works, Luddendenfoot, Yorks., particulars of a 
new type of mercury cut-out for which they are sole licensees 
for Great Britain and Ireland. "This is designed to take the 
place of fuses, and it is claimed that by the use of the device 
it is impossible to over-fuse a circuit, there is no danger from 
arcing, and fuse replacement is dispensed with. The service 
type of Emcos ” cut-out is illustrated in fig. 3, where one 
of the pair is shown with its porcelain cover removed. It 
consists of an inner core possessing a chamber containing mer- 
cury. Owing to the peculiar construction of this chamber a 
break in the circuit, due to a short-circuit or overload, takes 
place in a predetermined restricted area, thus ensuring that 
the severing of the column of mercury occurs under a head 
of mercury, in an airtight chamber, without flash or noise. 
The displaced mercury is caught in a special chamber in this 
inner core, again returning to complete the column on depress 
ing the vulcanite button seen in the illustration. The inner 
core is contained in a case, and is usually mounted between 
two porcelain blocks, which arrangement affords complete 


electrical protection. The mercury column cannot be re- 
established if the overload or short-circuit still exists, as the 
mercury will not remain in the restricted area until the fault 
is removed. The Emcos"' cut-out forms a very efficient 


Fic. 3.—Tue ‘‘ Emcos " Mercury CUT-OUT. 


type of current limiter, as a stoppage caused by an excess of 
current cannot be remedied until the extra lighting, &c., is 


switched off. 
A Kinema Lighting Set. 


Fig. 4 illustrates an interesting lighting plant supplied by 
Messrs. WARD & GOLDsTONE, LTD., Sampson Works, Salford, 
to one of their Indian clients, for ase with a travelling kinema. 

The engine is of the two-stroke type, running on paraffin, 
and the generator has an output of 2.2 kW at 70 volts. The 
engine is fitted with a fan-cooled radiator, the fan working 
on ball bearings; a reservoir for the cooling water is con- 
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Fic. 4.—A KiNEMA LiGHTING SET. 


tained in the engine bedplate. The trolley is made of channel 
iron bolted together and floored with 14 in. elm board. 

It is intended to use animal haulage for transporting this 
set over the rough Indian roads for, although the complete 
weight of the plant as shown is over a ton, the mounting has 
been so well carried out that the set can be moved on level 
ground by one man. 
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THE DISTRIBUTION OF ELECTRICITY. 


DISCUSSION AT LEEDS. 


Mr. W. B. WOOD HOUSE's paper on the above subject, which 
was abstracted in our issue of December 3rd, 1020, was dis- 
cussed before the NonTH-MIDLAND CENTKE of the INSTITUTION 
OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS at Leeds on January 25th. Mr. 
C. J. Jewell, chairman of the Centre, presided, and there 
was a good attendance of members. 

In opening the discussion, Mr. STORR remarked that Mr. 
Woodhouse was to be congratulated on writing a paper of 
that description which was so complete in all the essentials. 
One portion of the paper referred to the time limit for develop- 
ment, and with that he was in strong agreement; speaking of 
normal areus of electricity supply, say, a few square miles 
as distinct from the whole country, there was a very detinite 
limit beyond which it was inadvisable to plan aheaa for 
financial reasons. With a very simple outline of an ideal area 
as outlined in the paper, it would not be difficult to decide 
what to do in connection with sub-station costs. Sub-stations 
together with their equipment, when they were equipped for 
areas not only for load grouping, but for simplified protection, 
had a very large ellect on the cost of the distribution systern, 
and for simpiiication sub-station costs should be seriously 
considered along with all mains work. An important point 
to be kept in mind was that if economy was practised with 
due caution *in the early lay-out a greater area could be 
covered by the same cross sections of copper by taking an 
alternative route at a later date. 

Mr. JOHNSON (Leeds) said that though the paper dealt 
with power as a whole, it appealed to him as a telephone 
engineer to some extent; his remarks would be chiefly on 
its application to telephone engineering wors. Mr. Wood- 
house stated: “ The concentration of generating plant in a 
small number of station involves greater expense in dis- 
tribution, and is only justitiable so far as the advantages 
of centralisation outweigh the extra costs of distribution 
which result." With the alteration of a few words that 
paragraph exactly described the probleins telephone engineers 
in large cities had to consider when deciding whether they 
should put up one big exchange for the whole city or whether 
they would have a number ot sub-exchanges on the outskirts, 
although the distribution was not the same, inasmuch as the 
telephone distribution was necessarily of a " tree form, 
whereas that of power distribution might be described as of 
the web design. Yet the considerations were very similar 
in that they had to enter into rather elaborate calculations, 
and a good deal of surveying had to be done in order to 
decide whether a sub-exchange should be put down in a 
particular area or not. Then, too, they had their own density 
problems, inasmuch as whereas the bulk of the conversations 
was local, and consequently cables of & very small diameter 
would suttice, yet they had also got to provide for the junction 
and trunk traffic which required telephonic efficiency of a 
much higher order. The speaker was particularly struck with 
the fact that Mr. Woodhouse had emphasised the need for 
a considered lay-out at the beginning. Telephone engineers 
were up against similar problems; for instance, the Hull tele- 
phone area extended for several miles north, east, and west, 
whereas it only extended a little way to the south because 
of the river Humber. Even in those physical difficulties 
there was a great necessity for the study of the location of 
the station. Jo begin with, they found that if they once 
got a central station where they should have a number of 
sub-stations, or vice versa, the capital spent at the beginning 
with a large unexpired life made it almost impossible to put 
the thing right afterwards. When they built the automatic 
exchange at Leeds they used ordnance maps on which they 
plotted the location of every subscriber in Leeds. They then 
drew one line horizontally and one perpendicularly, not in 
the middle of the paper, but so that they had exactly as 
many stations on each side of the perpendicular, and exactly 
as many above as below the horizontal line. Obviously where 
those lines crossed was the place where they could put the 
central exchange with the least expenditure of labour. Had 
they chosen a site near the Leeds Post Office for the Leeds 
exchange it would have meant that thousands of wires would 
have had to be, perhaps, one-third of a mile longer on an 
average than they need have been. Telephone engineers in 
their surveys found that it would not do to lay cables without 
a very thorough understanding of what they were going to 
do ultimately, and before they entered upon the main scheme 
they plotted on ordnance maps the probable requirements 
for telephones within periods of five, fifteen, and twenty-five. 
vears. So that although they might only do a preliminary 
part of it at the time, they knew what they were working 
for, and they saw that they had cables at all events for five 


vears, whereas they provided ducts for at least fifteen years. ` 


They reckoned that bevond those periods, interest and main- 
tenance charges would wipe out the cost of adding cables 
when the time came. To a trained man it was comparatively 
easy to make a verv reliable estimate of the development in 
any particular part within those periods, and he believed 
that power undertakers also found that they could make a 
fairly accurate forecast of the requirements in a somewhat 
similar way. The Institution might well devote a good deal 


of consideration to the necessity of having areas arranged on 
an intelligent basis. He knew there were immense ditticulties 
in the way, but the advantages of getting the area properly 
arranged to begin with were so great that it seemed worth 
while doing a great deal in order to get that. If, for instance, 
they were going to make use of water power, the area cer- 
tainly ought to be grouped round that source of supply even 
if local jealousies and feelings of importance on the part of 
local authorities stood in the way. He thought that the 
matter was of such importance that it ought to be possible 
to overcome difficulties, because if they once got away from 
the economic centre it seemed almost impossible ever to get 
the thing put right. He emphasised the importance ot the 
preliminary survey both as regarded the area, the location 
of the station, and the question of whether there shouid be 
any, and, if so, how many sub-stations, and there should be 
an intelligent knowledge of what the station was going to 
serve for a good many years ahead. 

Mr. HiNiINGS observed that it was a pity that the author had 
not brought the 1907 figures up to date, because as they 
stood they were really of no value for comparative purposes. 
Mr. Woodhouse had mentioned the resistance losses varying 
with the load. Was that correct? Should not it be the 
square of the load ?—and even that might be slightly increased 
on account of the temperature of the cable. As to h.p. cables, 
he thought most mains engineers would agree with Mr. 
Woodhouse that 0.05 sq. in. should be the minimum for a 
pressure of about 10,000 V. He knew, however, ot in- 
dividual cases where cables were of smaller cross-sections, 
i.e., 0.035 sq. in. at 11,000 V, and they had given years of 
good service. With regard to the remark that Some regula- 
tion of pressure will be permissible at the stations.. it 
seemed to him that a fairly delinite pressure must be main- 
tained on account of the local supplies. If that was main- 
tained it would mean that some form of boosting would have 
to be employed. 

Mr. C. G. SnurrLEWORTH (Hull) said that he had been 
concerned with a scheme for transmitting 2,000 h.p. in bulk 
about 12 miles. The approximate cost of laying the cable 
was 450,000, and the cost of switchgear and the trans- 
formers for stepping up and stepping down was about 
320,000; the whole scheme cost about £100,000. He reckoned 
that if they used the cable at 100 per cent. load factor they 
could supply from 30 to 40 million units, which would repre- 
sent a cost of 0.06d. per unit. If they took an average hgure 
of 10,000,000 units at 25 per cent. load factor the cost per 
unit would be 0.24d. The cost of transmission was becoming 
a very serious factor with the present cost of cables, and he 
agreed with Mr. Woodhouse that to lay light cables was a 
fallacy; the cost of labour was such a big proportion of the 
cost. The size of cable they selected was 0.15 sq. in. They 
had a guaranteed load of 2,000 kW, and they fixed on a 
pressure of 22,000 V, which allowed them about 50 per 
cent. for the development of the district. Their experience 
of a 6,000-V transmission was that it did not take them 
far on account of pressure regulation. They had one running 
for six miles; for two-thirds of the distance the cable was 
0.15 sq. in., and the rest was 0.075 sq. in. They found in 
practice that with an approximate load of 300 kW at the 
consumer's premises, and with the cable fully loaded at the 
power station and tapped off at intervals on the way, they 
got as much in an afternoon as 15 per cent. variation. That 
was beyond the economic limit. They had to choose between 
11,000 and 20,000 volts; finally they decided on 20,000 volts. 

Mr. Woop asked if an overhead system of steel-clad alumi- 
nium mains using pressure regulators on the system, suc 
as was used in Canada and the States, would not be more 
economical? In a country like this he imagined they would 
be much more reliable than an untried e.h.p. underground 
cable; the overhead cable was kept too much in the back- 
ground in this country. 

The CHARMAN (Mr. C. J. Jewell) held that it would be a 
good thing if & warning was given concerning the comparative 
costs of cable and site. In his experience he had found many 
places where, just for the sake of a few pounds in the cost 
of the site, they had turned away from the main road and 
had gone up a back street and expended many thousands 
of pounds on cables. When they had a fairly large sub-station 
and perhaps a dozen or fourteen cables and they had to 
take them over a distance of 300 or 400 yards, it cost what 
would be quite a big frontage cost for a first-ciass town. He 
had known that happen in towns with tramway systems where 
they had fairly large sub-stations. A static sub-station was 
a different thing, but even then the cost of the cable was 
sometimes lost sight of when the site was chosen; the people 
responsible for the lav-out had not taken into consideration 
what their costs would be, they had only looked at the first 
cost of land. He entirely agreed with Mr. Woodhouse on 
the building up of a system. To-day if one were building 
up a system without a very assured load, one would naturally 
adopt 10,000 volts. They could distribute quite a long way. 
feed a good many sub-stations, and keep the capital cost 
fairly low even with cables instead of overhead equipment, 
Their load or generation would always be at 10,000 volts, an 
they could work up to 30,000 on their main load, and come 
down and tap into their sub-stations wherever they liked: 
Mr. Woodhouse's arrangement of gradually building up an 
taking notice all the time of the captial cost and seeing they 
got a fair return, and as the load increased to be able to 
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increase their copper or transmission, was one that should 
not be lost sight of. 

Mr. W. B. WooDHOoUse, in replying to the discussion, said 
that Mr. Johnson's comparison with the distribution of tele- 
phones was another phase of a similar engineering problem. 
1t was valuable to have an analogy of that kind, and to be 
able to check one's conclusions with one particular system 
by the conclusions arrived at with something of a different 
nature, but analogous, allowing for the dilerences. As to 
Mr. Johnson's statement that the site of the station should 
be selected after careful consideration of the area, he was 
very glad that had been emphasised, because he (Mr. Wood- 
house) was afraid that even to-day engineers were talking 
of building power stations on utterly unsuitable sites, sites in 
the middle of large towns from which it was impossible to 
move their cable routes. The cable routes had not been 
considered; if they had followed out Mr. Johnson's example 
and laid out the scheme of what they would want in 15 
years’ time, it would modify a good many of those proposals. 
The impression Mr. Johnson's remarks left on him was the 
enormous value of a careful engineering analysis of those 
problems; the tendency had always been to say: Well, after 
all, you cannot use too much copper, and there are so many 
variants that it 1s not worth while trying to analyse the 

roblem." Mr. Woodhouse contended that it was worth 
oing, and it was only by proceeding in that way and trying 
to get some leading principles that they would ever progress. 
Mr. Johnson had emphasised the importance of considering 
the probable requirements in advance, which was particularly 
important in towns where they had expensive roads and 

thways to break up, and where they had a greater likeli- 
ood of obstruction. It was of importance to look upon 
electric power supply as being something for a very wide area; 
in this country they were now talking of 50 or 60 miles; in 
America they were connecting areas over distances of 300. 
400, and 500 miles, and the whole supply of an area 500 miles 
from end to end was being linked up. If the Americans could 
do that, surely they in this country must think on proper 
lines; for example, not merely to consider the linking up of 
Yorkshire, but also consider the interconnection of Lancashire 
and Yorkshire, Yorkshire and Tyneside, and Yorkshire and 
Birmingham. Those were the problems to consider, not 
merely what they were going to do in a small portion of 
the West Riding. ‘They had got a lot to learn yet about 
dielectric losses; the Engineering Research Association was 
very busily engaged on problems of that kind, and a great 
many people were working on them as well as the cable 
makers, so that in a few years they would have something 
definite to go on. In the meantime one had to take into 
account that paper, while a very admirable insulator, was 
rather sensitive to temperature, and that their dielectric 
losses would rather increase as the temperature rose, so that 
they might very soon reach a dangerous point. There was 
no doubt that in connected systems they would have recourse 
to some auxiliary method of pressure regulation; whether 
it was by boosters, synchronous boosters, or synchronous con- 
densers, or whether it was by regulation transformers, would 
depend on the particular case and the amount of load they 
had to deal with, but something would undoubtedly be 
necessary, and must be regarded as a disadvantage seeing it 
meant extra cost and complication, the disadvantage of a 
very large system. Mr. Shuttleworth’s figures were rather 
higher than were necessary in a general distribution scheme; 
Mr. Shuttleworth was considering the supply in one par- 
ticular case. There was no doubt at all that if they were 
going to distribute cheaply they must use overhead mains 
and use a great many mains, particularly in a district where 
the density of load was not very great. In Yorkshire there 
was already a very considerable mileage of overhead cables, 
and that was extending. There was a case both for overhead 
cables and the underground main, and both types would always 
have their uses. If they were considering the transmission 
of very large amounts of power by overhead mains, then 
they were almost forced to the condition that they had had 
to accept in other countries, that was, they wanted a tract 
of country on which to erect their mains and of which they 
would have the ownership and control. That would be a 
rather difficult thing in the West Riding. They had already 
got so many roads, so many railways, and so many other 
things that if, for example, they wanted a tract manv 
vards wide to put their poles on, by the time they had paid 
for it it would cost more than the underground main. For 
a great many parts of the industrial area they must go under- 
ground, but where they could possibly go overhead he thought 
they must do so. Mr. Jewell's warning was one that they 
should remember. It was very often forgotten that if a 
sub-station was put out of the way it meant an extra length 
of main and, therefore, considerable extra cost of mains. 
Obviously the sub-station site should be chosen with the 
greatest care; the cost of those extra lengths of cable would 
soon swamp the additional cost of land. For the industrial 
districts of this country 10,000 volts was right: it was unfor- 
tunate that so many of the towns had adopted a lower pres- 
sure, but it was not too late for them to come into line with 
the pressure which must be adopted outside the big towns 
and put their extensions down at 10,000 volts. They could 
buy switchgear, cables, and transformers cheaper; it would 
be a great advantage if 10,000 volts could be standardised as 
the power users’ pressure. 


TRADE STATISTICS OF CANADA. 


THE following figures, showing the imports into and exports 
from Canada of electrical and similar materials during the 
year ending March 3lst, 1919, are taken from the recently- 
issued trade statistics. Figures for the year 1917-18 are given 
for purposes of comparison, and notes of any increases or 
decreases have been added. 


IMPORTS. 
1917-18 1918-19 Inc. or dec. 
Copper wire, plain, tinned, or plated.— 
Total  ... lb. 68,000 179,000 + 111,000 
$ 23,000 68,000 + 45.000 
From United States. lb. 68,000 179,000 + 111.000 
$ 23,000 68,000 + 45,000 
Electric motors, generators and dynamos.— 
Total ; $ 1,918,000 29,854,000 -- 436,000 
From United Kingdom 22,000 32,000 + 10,000 
„ United States 1,894,000 2,320,000 + 426,000 
Other electrical apparatus.— 
Total T 8,200,000 7,576,000 — 624,000 
From United Kingdom 93,000 55,000 — 38.000 
„ United States 28.091.000 7,494,000 — 597,000 
Steam engines.— 
Total n $ 340,000 284,000 — 56,000 
From United States ... 339,000 280,000 — 59,000 
Petrol and gas engines.— 
Total i $ 6, 666.000 6,380,000 — 286,000 
From United States ... 6,661,000 6,369,000 — 292.000 
Wire, iron and steel covered, including cable.— 
Total UN $ 35,000 198,000 — 42,000 
From United Kingdom 1,000 18,000 + 17,000 
„ United States 234,000 174,000 — 60,000 
EXPORTS. 
Engines, petrol.— 
Total oF $ 172,000 291,000 + 119,000 
To Newfoundland 149,000 257.000 + 108,000 
,, United States 11,000 29,000 + 18,000 
Mica.— 
Total $ 457,000 370,000 — 87,000 
To United Kingdom ... 5,500 55,000 + 49,500 
„ United States 451,000 313,000 — 138,000 
Electrical apparatus.— 
Total i $ 2,167,000 9,168,000 + 1,000 
To United Kingdom ... 119,000 32,000 — 87,000 
„India : us 69.000 86,000 + 17,000 
,, Australia 59,000 287,000 + 228,000 
» New Zealand 48,000 4,000 — 44,000 
„ Newfoundland 35,000 31,000 — 4,000 
, Brazil 257,000 287,000 + 30,000 
„France i 1,068,000 707,000 — 361,000 
United States 452,000 433,000 — 19,000 
Machinery, other than printing, sewing, agricultural and 
washing.— ' 
Total - $ 3,922,000 5,983,000 +3,061,000 
To United Kingdom ... 897,000 31,000 — 766.000 
„ Newfoundland 111,000 75,000 — 36,000 
„ France 86,000 36,000 — 50,000 
„Japan 5 ° 121,000 68,000 — 53.000 
» United States 1.550, 000 5,948,000 +3,698,000 


Trade Union Amalgamation.—At a private meeting of 
Bradford tramwaymen, Mr. Ernest Bevin gave an outline of tbe 
ideas behind the propoeed amalgamation of 19 transport worken’ 
Unions. He said that the Federation of Employers wes at the 
moment stronger than that of the Unions, and on!y by emulating 
ita method of organisation by amalgamation could the men hope to 
win eventually, and gain control of tbe industry. Urions muat 
amalgamate. so that if the necessity for a strike arose, they would 
have sufficient funds to compete with the purses of the employers. 
The proposed new Union would have a membership of 500.000, an 
immediate capital of £624.000, and an snnual income of £700.000. 
If the amalgamation were carried out the whole of the funds of 
the various Unions ‘would be pooled and all benefits at present 
being paid would continue. There would be a minimum contri- 
bution of 28s. per year. At present when a Union called a strike, 
its inoome immediately stopped, and it began to draw on ita 
capital. Under the amalgamation. if one section went on strike, 
the others would be working. so that they would provide income 
sufficient to meet the situation without touching the capital. The 
amalgamation would, he suggested. have an aconuntancy depart- 
ment for the tabulatirg of wages demands and statistics for the 
men who went to arbitration courts, and have its own paid legal 
advisers. as well as a staff to keep the Labour Members of Parlia- 
ment fully posted with statistics and information. 
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NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 
(NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 


3 for this journal by . Sarrox-]owzs, ODmIT AND 
8, Chartered Patent Agente, 985 » High Holborn, London, W.C. 1. 


1921. 


2,309. '' Automatic, &c., telephone exchange systems." W. Aitken. Janu- 
ary l7th. 


2,677. Ignition magnetos for internal combustion engines." H. W. F. 
Ireland and H. Lucas. January 20th. 
2,078. '' Electric lamps for vehicles." W. H. Egginton and H. Lucas. 


Jenuary 30th. 

2.688. Tumbler switches. Y. Takaoka. January 20th. 

2,084. Signalling arrangement for electrically worked railroads.” F. 
runi January 90th. (Switzerland, November 25th, 1920.) 

2,085. * Electric motor control." . British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 
and H. C. Hastings. January 20th. 

2,709. '' Electric contacting devices." 
January 20th. 

2,711. Means for enabling electric current of low voltage to flow across 
proximate surfaces of two conductors in contact." T. N. Whitehead. Janu- 
ary 20th. 

2,717. '' Electric discharge tubes." Naamlooze Vennootschap Philips’ Gloei- 
lampenfabrieken. January 20th. (Holland, January 22nd, 1920.) 

2,719, “ Induction apparatus for electro-therapeutics, &c." P. Bischof- 
berger. January 20th. (Germany, December 14th, 1920.) 

2,727. Telephone switching apparatus." W. Aitken, January 21st. 

2,729. Electro-magnetic wave receiving systems." F. Chambers. 
January 21st. 

2.748. Incandescent electric lamps." F. J. Moore. January 21st. 

2,754. “ Electric egg-tester." F. Armstreng. January 2lst. 

2.766. Production of electrical oscillations by thermionic valves." N. 
Lea and Radio Communication Co., Ltd. January 21st. ‘ 
2.782. Telephone systems.. Western Electric Co., Inc., 

Electric Co., Ltd. (Western Electric Co., Inc.). January 21st. 

2,783. ''Cancelling switch.“ P. D. Coates. January 21st. 

2,785. Arrangements for reinforcing weak continuous currents." D. 
Reichinstein. January 21st. (Germany, February 25th, 1920.) 

3,791. *' Electric motor control systems." T. Zweigbergk. January 21st. 

2,793. Electrically heated hand irons, kettles, &c." H. Leigh. January 


H. Lloyd and A. P. Pehrson. 


and Western 


2,798. “ Electric signalling." B. Davies and Eastern Telegraph Co., Ltd. 
January lst. 
2,801. “ Electric heater resistance elements." R. W. Reynolds. January 


2,803. “ Apparatus for suppressing earthing currents in high-voltage nets." 
Siemens-Schuckertwerke. January 21st. (Germany, January 3lst, 1920.) 

2,806. Measuring magnetic induction." British Thomson- Houston Co., 
Ltd. (General Electric Co.), and General Electric Co. January 2lst. 

2,807. “ Elastic fluid turbine-driven sets." British Thomson-Houston Co., 
Ltd. (General Electric Co.), and General Electric Co. January 2lst. 

2,816. Terminals for electric junction boxes, ceiling roses, &c." W. W. 
Congdon. January 2lst. 

2,825. *'' Hydroelectric steam wer systems for locomotives, tramcars, 
Kc. W. P. Durtnall. January efst 

2.841. Means for transforming light impulses into electric current im- 
pulses." T. H. Nakken. January 21st. 

2.850. Electro-magnetic wave signalling systems.’ H. J. J. M. de 
Regnauld de Bellescize. January 22nd. (France, Naas 22nd, 1920.) 

2,889. '' Means for preventing theft of electric lamps." J. A. Brook. Janu- 


2,899. Electric accumulators." 
January 22nd. 
2.902. “ Earthing device for lead-covered cable.’ 


R. Rankin and Van Raden & Co., Ltd. 


L. Weekes. January 
nd. 
2,911. '' Electrodes, and methods of making same. British. Thomson- 
Houston Co., Ltd. (General Electric Co.), and General Electric Co. January 
22nd. 


2,940. “Electric head-lights for motor-vehicles, &c." J. Eaton & Efandem 
Co., Ltd. January 24th. 

2.953. Negative resistance, &c., devices for radio-signalling, &c."' J. 
Scott-Taggart. January 24th. 

2.975. Electric-wire tester.” G. Westley. 

“ Incandescent electric lamps.” H. 
January Ath. 

2,992. '' Telephone installations." J. P. Vinall. January 24th. 

2,994. “ Motor-vehicle electric lamps." H. Lucas and W. C. Turner. Janu- 
ary 24th. 

3.009. Electron tubes." Soc. Anon. pour I' Exploitation des Procedes M. 
Leblanc-Vickers. January aan (France, April 2nd, 1920.) 

8,010. ‘* Systems of voltage regulation.” British Thomson-Houston Co., 
Ltd. (General Electric Co.) and General Electric Co. January 24th. 

3,012. Mine signalling apparatus." T. Chismon. January 24th. 

3,037. Automatic electrical steering-gear for ships." G. C. Boles and 
W. P. Gandell and A. K. Macrorie and H. Noble. January 24th. 

3.040/ 2. Miners’ electric safety lamps, &c." G. Oldham and J. Old- 
ham. January 24th. : 

3,041. “ Galvanic batteries." G. Oldham and J. Oldham. January 24th. 

3,055. Electro-magnetic switches or cut-outs.” C. C. Garrard and A. H. 
Railing and W. Wilson. January 25th. * 4 

3.0 Electric motor starters and regulators," C. C. Garrard and A. H. 
Railing and W. Wilson. January 25th. 

3,066. '' Electro-magnetic wave receiving and amplifying systems." F. J. 
Chambers. January 25th. 

3.084. Apparatus for generating electricity." J. A. Craigie and A. Green- 
wood and D. R. Robie. January 25th. 

3.087. Adapters for electric-lamp holders." E. Schattner. January 25th. 

3,097. ‘* Electro-deposition of bronze, &c." A. H. Fehr and, D. H. Fehr. 
January 25th. i 

3,105. “ Number-dials for automatic, &c., telephone systems, &c.” J. E. 
Collver and E. A. Petithory and Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. January 25th. 

3.106. “ Protective devices for three-phase electrical distribution systems.’ 
Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd., and T. W. Ross. January 25th. 

3,119. “ Electric lamps.” British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (General 
Electric Co.) and General Electric Co. January 25th. 

3.120. ''Indicating instruments.“ British Thomson-Houston Co.. Ltd. 
(General Electric Co and General Electric Co. January 25th. 

3.145. '' Means for converting polyphase electric currents into single-phase 
currents and vice versa. Allmanna Svenska Elektriska Aktiebolaget and F. 
Hedin and S. Norberg. January 25th. 

3.157/58. *'* Electrie rectifiers.” P. Freedman. January 26th. 

3.165. '' Automatic, &c., telephone systems.“ W. Aitken. January 26th. 

3,166. ‘* Electrically-driven centrifugal fans." D. A. Capewell and R. R. 
H. Gossage. January 26th. 

3.171. “ Production of chemical compounds or elements be gravitational 
translation of amalgam formed by electrolysis to | hermetically-sealed 
receptacle.“ E. B. Barnett. January 26th. 

3.175. Aerials for wireless systems.“ G. 
January 26th. 

3,176. '' Combined portable electric light and heater." W. Margotis.. Janu- 
arv 26th. , 

3.182. ‘ Electric woodworker.” A. D. Plowman. January 26th. 

3.209. “ Impulse transmitters." Automatic Telephone Manufacturing Co. 
Ltd. January 26th, (U.S., February 13th. 1920.) 

3.211. '*Electric switches.“ A. Shore and A. P. Witchell. January 26th. 

3.230. “Plug or connection for electric irons, &c.“ A. E. Barber. Janu- 
ary 26th. 

3.246. Electro-magnetie switch devices 
Co., Ltd. January 26th. 


January 24th. 
E. Clerk and W. W. D. Knight. 


P. Grenfell and J. Robinson. 


." Matropolitan-Vickers- Electrical 
(U.S., February 20th, 1920.) 


3,276. Trolley trucks or conveyers for overhead cable ways. 
January 26th. 

3,279. '' Push-button elevators.” O. 
Elevator Co. January 26th. 

3.280. Electric switching mechanism." British Thomson-Houston Co, 
Ltd. (General Electric Co.) and General Electric Co. January 26th. 

3,308. *'' Electrically-controlled gas valve.’ D. E. W. Rees. January 27th. 

3,316.0 * Drums for electric cables." L. Dodson. January 27th 

3,328. *'' Magnetic separators.” A. E. Davies and H. H. Thompson. Janu- 
ary 27th. 

3,331, ‘* Electric torch." J. A. Francis. January 27th. 

3,333. Automatic electric switch." C. Donovan. January 27th. 

3,337. '' Magneto accelerator with automatic cut-out.” V. Crighton. Janu- 


S. A. Rogers. 
Imray (Otis Elevator Co.) and Otis 


3.358. Switch for tapping inductance of oscillatory circuit." H. P. P. 
Rees. January 27th. 

3.360. Electrical measuring.-instruments." R. J. Miller. January 27th. 

3,364. '' Electrical means for detecting, indicating, measuring or utilising 
minute movements." J. J. Dowling. January 27th. ` 

ILS * Negative electrode for electric accuntulators." A. Pouchain. Janu- 
ary 27th. 

3.381. Sparking plugs." L. Wells. January 27th. 

3,409. '' Electric switches." C. C. Garrad and A. H. Railing and A. F. 
Searle. January 28th. 

dpt “ Telephone call-register and check." H. A. J. Bronncker. Janu- 

3,445. '' Electric device for regulating traffic and signalling.” A. E. 
Chapman, January 38th. 

3.446. Welded joints for tramways, &c." H. Bolton and G. Wallace. 
January 28th. 

3,447. ''Starting and plug-cleaning device for internal-combustion engines." 
W. E. Coe. January 2hth. 

3.453. Telephone attachment." H. W. Jameson. 

3.54. Electric burglar alarms.” 
and A. Bachmever. January 28th. 


January 28th. 
Alarm Ges. für Einbruchsichere Anlagen 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


The aumbers in parentheses are those under which the spesifications will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be takea. 
1918. 
15,193. “ Sparking plugs for internal-combustion engines." Soc. Clerget, 
Blin, et Cie. September 19th, 1917. (136, 851.) 
A919. 


16,404. '' Electric arc welding and like operations and electrodes therefor.” 
C. J. Holslag. June 30th, 1919. (156,280.) 


23,097. '' Electric. switches." Crompton & Co., Ltd., and W. F. Jones. 


September 19th, 1919. (156, 301.) 

23,450. *'' Electric generating plants." Austin Motor Co., Ltd., and C. B. 
Walker. September 24th, 1919. (156,303.) 

23,496. '' Minimum electric current indicators.“ T. Powell. September 


34th, 1919.  (156,304.) 

233,739. “ Process for the manufacture of mctallic tubes." S. O. Cowper- 
Coles." March 22nd, 1920. (156,309.) 

24,225. '' Apparatus for the operation of a receiver with a plurality of 
separate receiving elements by a transmitter, applicable particularly for 
statistical or tabulating purposes." C. Borel. October 3rd, 1919. (156,322.) 

24.406. Amplifying device for use in wireless telegeaphy and telephony.” 
J. B. Bolitho. October 6th, 1919.  (156,330.) 

24,780. '* Electric hotographic printing or copying machines." J. Halden 
& Co., Ltd., and J. Halden. October 10th, 1919. (156,339.) 

15.177. “Control of electric motors driving planers and the like." S. 
Gowan, L. Miller, and Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. October. 14th, 
1919. (156.343.) 

25,199. Terminal caps for electric conduit." F. I. Johnson. 
l4th, 1919. (156,344.  ' . 

25.333. Electric motor controllers.” British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 
(General Electric Co.). October l5th, 1919. (156,346.) 

5 ** Electro-magnetic mechanisms applicable to telegraphic and like 

s." Automatic Telephone Manufacturing Co., Ltd., and S. R. Smith. 
October 18th, 1919. (156,353.) 
25.669. “ Telephone transmitters." C. H. Pritchard and J. Mangles. Octo 
e 20th, 1919. (156,354.) 

26,487. ''Starting devices for electric motors." British Thomson-Houston 
Co.. Ltd. (General Electric Co.). October 28th, 1919. (156,363.) 

25:322) * Automatic electric regulator.” Y. Gehrig. November 7th, 1919. 
(156.372. 

28.298. “Sparking plugs." J. A. Moreau. 
addition not granted.) (149.9294.) 

30,278. ''Spark-plugs for internal-combustion engines." H. G. 
and W. A. Clark. December 4th, 1919. (156,39].) 
31,220. ** Electricallv-propelled road vehicles.” 
Co., Ltd., and Ransomes, 


October 


August 6th, 1919. (Patent of 


Longford 


P. A. H. Mossay, Mossay & 
Sims & Jefferies, Ltd. December 12th, 1919. 


(156 398.) . 

31,940. '' Telephones." C. Kearton and G. B. Riley. December 19th, 1919. 
(156,403. 

32,327. *“ Electrically operated mechanism suitable for driving clockwork 


trains or the like." F. Holden. December 24th, 1919. (Addition to 118,329.) 
(156,408.) D 
1920. 
52. '' Enclosed bulb electric devices." General Electric Co., Ltd., and O. 
Durdle. January 2nd, 1920. (156,411.) 

1,499. '' Magneto generators." O. Imray (R. Bosch Akt.-Ges.). 
16th. 1920. (156,415.) 

3.077. Connectors for electrically-heated apparatus.“ 
February 24th, 1919. (139.461.) 

4.479. '** Electrical illuminating-apparatus for Kkinematographic projecting- 
apparatus and the like." G. Teppati. August 97th, 1919. 1150.297.) 

5. 421. Gy ro-compasses," Sperry Gyroscope: Co. November 8th, 1917. 
(139,474.) 

8,923. '' Apparatus for the manufacture of copper cable tubes and other 
metal articles by electro-deposition." S. O. Cowper-Coles. March 26th, 1920. 


January 
K. W. Johansson. 


10.319. Method of and means for controlling resistances for electric cir- 
cuits.” Igranic Electric Co., Ltd. (Cutler-Hammer Manufacturing Co.) April 
13th, 190. (156. 43.) 

10.542. Electric gas- ignition devices,” 
(156,445.) 

11,066. ‘ Electric wave filters.” 
1915. (142.115) 

12.0644. '' Apparatus for taking kinematograph records.“ 
fur Flektromechanik. August 13th, 1919. (152.288. 

15,775. '' Electro-osmotic separation of substances.” 
Ges. (Graf Schwerin Ges.). April Bth, 1918. (144.710. Y 

15,902. '' Apparatus for the automatic protection of three-phase current cir- 
cuits. C. Zorzi. Tune llth. 1920. (0156 462.) 

16,321. '' Marnetic separators.” P. Krupp Akt.-Ges. Grusonwerk. — July 
lith. 1919. 1147.546.) 

18,982. “ Magnetic compasses particularly for use in submarines and the 
like. Werkstatten fur Prazisions-àlechanik und Optik Bamberg. Mav 24th, 
1817. (147.032) 

38.806. '' Electric arc welding and like operations. and electrodes therefor.” 
C. J. Holslag. June 30th, 1919. (Divided application on 156,380.) (156,476.) 


J. O. Delen. April 15th, 1990. 


Western Electric Co., Ltd. july 15th, 
Petra Akt..Ges. 


Flektro-Osmose Akt. - 
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WORK AND - PROSPERITY. 


We have shown, on several occasions recently, that 
plenty is essential to peace and prosperity ; and this view 
is proclaimed on all sides by everyone who devotes serious 
thought to the subject. Mr. Clynes has said that plenty 
is the friend of the worker, scarcity the friend of the 
profiteer. The Observer calls on us all to get ahead with 
the work that wins, and in this phrase lies the gist of the 
truths we have endeavoured to put forward, in season 
and out of season, ever since the cessation of actual 
hostilities put peace among some of the less remote 
possibilities of a not too distant future. The debt in- 
curred during the war amounts to the mortgaging of 
production. Without production there cannot be plenty, 
and production involves work, hard work, and con- 
tinuous work. We have had our excitement, and now 
we have got to pay for it. We can only pay for it by 
work. Production has been one of the catchwords of the 
day, and it is time it was realised that plenty will 
be reached, permanent prosperity attained, only when 
everybody awakens to the fact that it is his or her duty 
to get on with the job immediately in hand. 

This duty, according to our own impression, has 
been best realised by Belgium, of the allied nations, less 
well by Great Britain, and hardly at all by France. 
We expect it is realised in Germany more keenly than 
in Belgium, and it is from knowledge of the German 
temperament, not from ignorant fear, that we repeat 
our former warning that danger to British prosperity 
is more to be apprehended from impoverished Ger- 
many than from prosperous America. Adversity is 
a great producer of unity of effort. This was proved 
during the war, so far as the British nation was con- 
Un- 
less there is & very great increase in the co-operative 
spirit of which everyone was talking only yesterday— 
there are already ominous signs of weariness of the 
topic on both sides—unless this spirit manifests itself 
more certainly, the British Empire, having emerged 
victorious from the war, will be in a fair way to lose 
the peace. 1 


cerned, and adversity is unifying Germany now. 


But, it may be said, what is 'the use of telling everyone 
to work hard when a million workers are unemployed! 
Unemployment, as we said in a recent article, will be 
remedied when there is more business. Slackness of 
business is due to several causes, prominent among which 
are the restriction of credit and the crushing incidence 
of taxation upon industry. | 

Tho restriction of oredit by the banks is an early 
step in the policy of monetary deflation to which the 
Government is committed. The Right Hon. Reginald 
McKenna, whose appointment to the important position 
of chairman of the London Joint City & Midland Bank, 
Ltd., and statesmanlike speeches in that capacity, may 
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well make many people realise what a Chancellor of the 
Exchequer was here despised and rejected, threw a 
good deal of much-needed light on the financial situation 
in his address to the shareholders of that bank on 
The first step in inflation is taken 
when a bank makes a loan; the first step in deflation, 


therefore, is taken when that loan is redeemed, either 


willingly or under pressure. Deflation reduces prices, 
because purchasing power is diminished. Here it is 
necessary to discriminate carefully between the two 
meanings that can be attached to the expression '' pur- 
chasing power." The purchasing power of the sovereign 
has diminished, and on the whole that is a bad thing, 
although, so far as the National Debt is concerned, 
there are redeeming features about the phenomenon. 
Purchasing power, in the sense in which Mr. McKenna 
used the expression, is created by the issue of loans, 
or paper money, in excess of gold reserves, and in the 
absence of commodities, the result is a general forcing: 
up of the number of paper tokens charged for such 
commodities as are obtainable. When credit is with- 
drawn, prices fall; but here care must be taken. 
fall for the reason that the proportion of commodities 
to the purchasing power in existence increases ; but they 
may fall, and are falling now, as a result of the com- 


pulsory liquidation of assets, the forced throwing upon 


the market of stocks of goods which the holder must 
turn into money, no matter at what loss, in order to 
live. This second fall operates to bring about scarcity, 
and if it lasts long enough, 1s bound to produce another 
rise in prices, so that the last state will be worse than 
the first. 

For the reason that we are all accustomed to think in 
pounds, shillings, and pence, it is generally regarded as 
uudesirable to obtain fewer pounds for a thing than 
were originally given for it. Hence a period of good 
trade is a period of rising prices. The falling prices, 
said to have brought about already a reduction of some 
12 or 15 points in the cost of living, will not and cannot 


. last beyond the time required for the realisation of 


stocks, unless more commodities are produced and made 
avallable, and that, too, without increase in the cost 
of production. In order to get to the beginning of a 
period of prosperity, prices will have to fall very con- 
siderably. | ; 

The question is one that is perfectly familiar to elec- 
trical engineers. Up to the point where the load factor, 
whether of a supply station or a factory, is 100 per cent. 
the total cost of production can always be reduced, be- 
cause the standing charges are distributed over a greater 
number of units or manufactured articles. It is often 
thought that when this point is reached, further econo- 
mies are impossible, because extensions are involved, 
and more capital has to be expended. But it must not 
be forgotten that if such extensions are carried out as 
economically as possible, the standing charges may not 
only not be increased, but may actually be further rce- 
duced, by the averaging process; and not only so, but 
the economy of operation of the new plant, being usually 
superior to that of the old, will tend to lower the run- 
ning costs. Electrical engineers have learned that when 
an undertaking is threatened with a loss, the best way 
to avoid it, and to change the prospects from dull to 
bright, 1s to reduce the price per unit. The famous 
Bermondsey clause, by which the gas supply authorities 
endeavoured to make a loss on the electricity undertak- 
ing involve a compulsory increase in the price per unit, 
was not, of course, dictated by solicitude for the welfare 
of the electricity supply. It was directly against the in- 
terests of electricity, and was calculated, and intended, 
t» play into tlie hands of the gas supply. 

When a business is not making a profit, it is because 
of two reasons, which may operate together or separately. 
Either it is spending too much, or it is earning too 
little—generally both are true. If it is spending too 
tnuch, economy must be practised. If it is earning too 
little—what then? Increase the fares at the holiday 


They . 


season, force up the telephone charges without discus. 
sion or notice? That is the Government way, and it is, 
in our opinion, a very bad way. Anyhow, no business 
firm could adopt such autocratic methods and expect 
to remain in business. i 
We venture to suggest that a better policy would be 
to encourage traffic, to endeavour to spread the load 
and increase the load factor. We see signs of an in- 


telligent policy of this nature in cheaper evening tele- 


phone calls, and cheaper midday rides on the London 
tramcars and omnibuses. But week-end telegrams are 
dearer than ordinary telegrams ; there are few excursion 
facilities, and those there are, are apparently grudg- 
ingly granted ; the telephone service is not only dear and 
to be dearer, but it is inefficient to boot. 

We constantly urge production—work and produc- 
tion. It is absolutely necessary to get the most out of the 
machinery available to us. It may be objected that none 
but standard goods can be produced except against 
definite orders, and what are we to do about non-stan- 
dard apparatus, such as many classes of electrical goods? 
Here we are faced with the problem of selling, and we 
shall return to this in another article. 


€—€———Ó—————— d 


We hear that the Association of Staff 
Officers in Electricity Supply is keeping a 
sharp eye on the various schemes that are 
being formulated for the “electricity areas" delimited by 
the Commissioners. This Association, it will be remembered, 
took energetic action when the Electricity (Supply) Act was 
before Parliament. Section 16 covers compensation for 
deprivation of employment, but it does not define the 
exact compensation; it is, in general, such as a referee or 
board of referees may award. There is a proviso that such 
compensation shall, in the case of an officer employed at an 
annual salary, be based on, but not exceed, that possible in 
the Civil Service at the date of the local Government Act, 
1888. There is much virtue in the definition “officer 
employed on an annual salary.” The definition narrows 
down if interpreted very literally. We understand, how- 
ever, that the Association is taking steps to secure, if 
possible, that a uniform basis shall be embodied in the 
administrative or financial section of cach scheme, so as to 
make the compensation perfectiy definite, and avoid 
quibbles and contention afterwards, which is very wise on 
the part of the Association. The Civil Service scale is its 
desideratum. The Association is evidently going to take 


Compensation 
for Officials. 


no chances. 


Directors are left out in the cold in this deal, no 
mention of them being made in Sec. 16. As a matter of 
fact, when the Act was before the House there was just 
a sporting chance that they would be included. One 
worthy member had tabled on the order paper an amend- 
ment to include directors in the share-out—but waiting his 
turn to move his amendment, the member lost his chance. 
The opportunity was lost in one of those sudden merry-go- 
rounds which sometimes happen in the Committee Room 
when clauses are being reshuffled. ‘And so the poor dog 
had none! 


DuniNG recent years employers have 


What become so accustomed to acceding to the 
Constitutes demands of trade union officials that the 
Intimidation? necessity of solving the question: Has 


there been intimidation? has not often 
arisen. But the question does sometimes fall for deci- 
sion in the courts. The case of White v. Kiley, 
which is reported in the January number of the Law 
Reports, is a useful illustration. It was there held that 
the mere statement to an employer by a number of 
workmen that they will not work with another workman, 
and that if that workman is retained in the employer's 
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service they will strike, even where they have knowledge 
that he cannot dispense with their services, does not 
of itself constitute an unlawful threat, and is, therefore, 
not of itself actionable. The facts of the case were that 
the plaintiff was a member of the Workers’ Union. 
Having obtained work with a firm of curriers, he was 
asked to join the Curriers’ Union, which he refused to 
do. The defendant was a prominent member of that 
union, who signed a letter on behalf of the other men 
in the shop which was addressed to the employers. The 
letter stated: '' We hereby give you notice that we shall 
cease work on Friday next unless E. White either joins 
our society or leaves your employment." In conse- 
quence of this the employers gave the plaintiff a week's 
notice. He thereupon brought suit against the members 
of the union who had been employed with him, alleging 
that by conspiracy, threats, intimidation, and coercion 
they had caused his dismissal from his employment, and 
procured & breach by his employers of their contract 
with him. Mr. Justice Astbury found for the plaintiff, 
but his judgment was reversed by the Court of Appeal. 
The Master of the Rolls, in the course of his judgnient, 
said: ''It is clear that if a set of men object to work 
with another man or another set of men they have a 
perfect right to say that they will not work with him 
any longer, and, more than that, they have a perfect 
right to tell their employer what they are going to do. 
It is sometimes expressed by saying that they have a 
right to give him a warning, but they have not a right 
to threaten. Of course, both of those words are difficult 
to define, and I prefer to say that they have the right 
to make the statement to him that they are going to 
do it, and that whatever epithet or substantive you may 
apply to it, if they do not go bevond that there is no 
cause of action.” 


—  Ó— M——ÁÀ" — eee — 


THE terius “industrial fatigue > and 
industrial psychology’? have become 
fairly familiar. during the past few 
vears in relation to the attempts that 
have been made in this country, following on the more 
detailed work that has been done in. America, to diag- 
nose industrial fatigue, and, in short, increase output. 
There are signs, however, that the temperament of the 
British worker (by which we do not necessarily mean 
the manual worker) does not lend itself kindly to the 
processes of self-analvsis which seem to have found so 


Industrial 
Efficiency. 


much favour in America. and it is not surprising., 
therefore, that there is an inclination on the part of 
the British school of industrial psychologists to abandon 
the rather narrower scepe of their investigations into 
industrial fatigue. and to adopt a broader and more 
comprehensive outlook bv extending their studies and 
embracing within them the whole subject of industrial 
efficiency, thereby dropping the two terms mentioned 
above, which, together with anotlier, namely, “' scien- 
tific management,” have not altogether impressed them- 
selves favourably in this country, outside, of course, 
those who wish to impose the results of them on industry, 

In spite of the volumes which have been written upon 
the subject, it is now admitted that there is not, and, 
we venture to think, never will be, a satisfactory de- 
finition or a satisfactory test of fatigue, for, as Dr. 
C. S. Myers, F.R.S., Director of the Psychological 
Laboratory at the University of Cambridge, recently 
pointed out, a mechanical dead level of factorv output 
throughout tle day, which seems to have been the aim 
of & good many psychological students, is surely un- 
realisable, having regard to the many human factors 
that must come into play in relation to a man's work, no 
matter whether it be manual or mental. If this limita- 
tion is accepted, and we think that it must be, greater 
progress will be made in the application of some of the 
principles which have come to us from the United States 


by a closer attention to the general question of industrial 
efficiency, and, looked at in this light, it can be at 
once said that we in Great Britain do not compare so 
unfavourably with America in this respect as some 
would have us believe. It is a curious thing that in 
all discussions of this kind almost sole reference is made 
to what has been done in America, and it is not sur- 
prising that this is just a little apt to get on the nerves 
of those to whom these discussions are addressed. As 
a matter of fact, a great deal of good, solid work has 
been done in the various industries in this country with 
regard to improving industrial efficiency, and at the 
same time lessening the strain on the workers and 
improving their conditions generally, although not 
much has been said about it, because, perhaps, dealt 
with in this general way it does not lend itself to that 
picturesque presentation to the hearer that some of 
these specialised inquiries carried out elsewhere have 
allowed of. 

One or two similar inquiries were carried out in 
this country under war conditions, but even the In- 
dustrial Research Board itself now admits that they 
have little bearing upon the commercial aspect as it 
presents itself in peace time. Things have, to some 
extent, crystallised themselves by the formation 
of the National Institute of Industrial Psychology, 
which has been established by voluntary support, and 
provides a body to which einployers of labour can 
now turn for assistance and guidance as regards their 
own particular problems, leaving it to the Industrial 
Fatigue Research Board to carry out its inquiries on 
behalf of the Government for industries as a whole. 
Many employers of labour, and most employés, will 
welcome this change of attitude, for it is another in- 
stance of the folly of bringing from other countries 
ready-made theories, and endeavouring to adapt them 
to practical conditions, elsewhere, which are very far 
from fitting those theories. Industrial efficiency is a 
sphere of study and investigation which is bound to 
appeal to everybody, and the employé’s co-operation 
can be the more readily obtained when he realises that 
fhe whole of his industrial conditions are under con- 
sideration, rather than the application of some particu- 
lar theory which it does not take a very keen intellect 
to imagine, rightly or wrongly, has one object, ?.e., 
greater output, without any broad consideration of the 
human side of the problem. 


— — 9 ee ee ee 


Tur discussion at Birmingham in 

The Severn which members of the Institutions of 
Barrage Scheme. Civil, Mechanical, and Electrical Engi- 

neers took part was not only interest- 
ing in itself, but also marks a new departure which may 
lead to very useful results. Joint meetings, it is true, 
are not novel, but a eonference of the three leading in- 
stitutions on an engineering project which is still in the 
lap of the future is a welcome innovation. 

It was pointed out that the cost of the scheme under 
existing conditions would be prohibitive; on the other 
hand, Mr. Addenbrooke showed that in arty event it 
would not be possible to commence work on the site for 
at least four vears, and that the type of plant to be ein- 
ployed need not be settled for two years longer. Hence 
there is ample time for consideration of the details, and 
by that time the cost of labour and materials may, and 
probably will, have been reduced to a more practicable 
level. 

Mr. Chattock held that by adopting the Thury system 
the cost could be greatly reduced, and on this basis Mr. 
N. Rosher estimated that to transiit 100,000 kW to 
Birmingham would require overhead lines costing one 
million sterling; assuming the cost at the Severn to be 
4d. per unit, the selling price in Birmingham could be 
0.8d. per unit. There was, however, plenty of opposi- 
tion to the scheme from speakers of considerable weight. 
We think that the discussion was a fruitful one; it will 
he reported in our pages at an early date. 
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THE ELECTRICITY (SUPPLY) (No. 2) BILL, 1920. 


By A LEGAL CONTRIBUTOR. 


Tak Electricity (Supply) Bill (Bill No. 67 of 1920) hav- 
ing been dropped, a new Bill (No. 263) has been intro- 
duced to take its place. The first Bill was said to have 
reproduced ‘‘ subject to one or two small amendments, 
the provisions of last year's Bill as passed by the House 
of Commons which were struck out by the House of 
Lords, but the striker out ' has also been at work 
on Bill No. 263, from which some very important 
clauses have been excluded. 

The provisions relating to the establishment of dis- 
trict electricity boards, together with certain important 
clauses referring to the vesting of generating stations 
and main transmission lines by those boards are all 
deleted, but notwithstanding these and other changes, 
the legislation now proposed involves questions of far- 
reaching importance to those who are concerned with 
the supply of electricity. It is proposed to refer to 
some of these in the hope that Parliament may realise 
their importance to the industry. In a recent article 
on The Jurisdiction of the Electricity Commis- 
sioners,’’* the present writer was dealing only with 
the Act of 1919 which was and is un fait accompli. 
The following notes, which refer to a mere Bill 
which may still be amended or even withdrawn, 
may, therefore, serve à more practical purpose in draw- 
ing attention to some points which are only to be 
discovered by a very careful scrutiny of the language of 
the proposed measure. 

Clause 1 empowers a joint electricity authority to 
borrow money: (a) for the payment of the purchase 
price of any generating station or main transmission 
line transferred to, acquired by, or vested in a joint 
electricity authority under the Act of 1919, or of any 
undertaking or part of an undertaking acquired by the 
authority under that Act; (b) for the purpose of any 
other payment or of any permanent work or other thing 
which the authority is authorised to execute or do, the 
cost of which ought, in the opinion of the Commis- 
sioners, to be spread over a term of years; (c) during the 
first three years after the establishment of the authority 
for the purpose of providing working capital. 

All money so borrowed may be charged on the under- 
taking and the resources of the joint authority or on 
any specific property forming part of the undertaking. 
It is to be repaid within such period as the Commis- 
sioners may determine. The annual provision required 
to be made by a joint electricity authority or by a local 
authority for the repayment of money borrowed for 
the purposes of the Electricity Supply Acts may be 
suspended whilst the expenditure out of such moneys 
remains unremunerative for a period of not more than 
five years. 

When the duties and powers of a joint authority 
under the Act of 1919 are considered, the importance 
of its being able to borrow money will be realised. 

The duties of a joint authority are: — 

1. To provide or secure the provision of a cheap and 
abundant supply of electricity (S. 8 (1)). 

2. When so ordered by the Commissioners, to supply 
electricity in such areas and on such terms and con- 
ditions as may be specified (S. 12 (3)). 

3. To furnish accounts, statistics, and returns to the 
Electricitv Commissioners. 

4. To establish a fund into which all its receipts are 
carried. and out of which all payments by the autho- 
ritv sliall be made (S. 28 (1)). 

Joint nuthorities also have certain powers, of which 
the following can be exercised without the consent of 
the Electricity Commissioners: — 

(a) The supply of electricity within their districts 
(S. 12). 

(b) The right to obtain wayleaves (S. 22 (J)). 


» Evec. Rev., Dec. 10th, 1920, p. 646. 


(c) The right (where authorised by order or special 
Act to supply electricity) to repair, maintain, or re- 
move electric lines and nttings (S. 23 (J)). 

(d) The right where so authorised by order or special 
Áct to manufacture and sell electric lines and fittings 
(S. 23 (1)). 

The following powers are exercisable by a joint autho- 
rity with the consent of the Commissioners : — 

(a) Purchase (by agreement with the owners) of any 
generating station or main transmission line (S. 9). 

(b) The right of compulsory purchase of an under- 
taking which is at present vested in a local authority 
(S. 13 (2)). 

(c) The right to purchase the whole or any part of 
the undertaking of any authorised undertakers by 
agreement (S. 13 (4)). Incidentally it may be observed 
that the right so to sell is by this Act expressly con- 
ferred upon all authorised undertakers. 

(d) To enter into agreements for the use of water 
power, waste heat, or other form of energy (S. 15 (2)). 

(e) The right to erect, maintain, alter, and renew 
any by-product plant (S. 16 (4)). 

(f) To subscribe to associations (S. 30). 


Having regard to the fact that money will be required 
for exercising the above powers and carrying out the 
above duties, it seems that the Act of 1919 may become 
to a large extent a dead letter if the financial provisions 
of the new Bill of 1920 are not retained. 

Some questions of a practical rather than a legal 
nature appear to arise upon this proposal to grant 
extensive borrowing powers to these new bodies. What 
effect will the Bill—even if it only remains a Bill— 
have upon existing authorities which, in circumstances 
of extraordinary financial difficulty, are now endeavour- 
ing to supply the public with electricity? Suppose 
that they want new capital, will the fact that other 
bodies, their potential rivals, may borrow money also 
help them to raise it? Were the financial world all agog 
to supply existing companies with fresh capital to build 
new stations or lay new mains the present might be an 
opportune time to enable the joint authorities to enter 
the money market as borrowers; but in the existing state 
of affairs, the policy of enabling any new ‘‘ local autho- 
rity ’’ to borrow money appears to be highly inexpe- 
dient. 

Clause 3 enables the Commissioners to authorise a 
joint authority to issue stock bearing interest at such 
rate as the authority with the consent of the Commis- 
sioners may determine. 

Clause 4, which enables undertakers to give financial 
assistance to a joint authority, rather suggests that in 
the view of those responsible for the promotion of the 
Bill, a joint authority may have some difficulty in rais- 
ing money. It provides that authorised undertakers 1n 
the area, local authorities, and other bodies or persons 
who receive or intend to receive a supply from the 
joint electricity authority may lend money to the joint 
authority, subscribe for any securities issued by that 
body, and guarantee or join in guaranteeing the pay- 
ment of interest on any money borrowed by the autho- 
rity. If a local authority advances money for any of 
these purposes the amount so advanced is not to be 
reckoned as part of the total debt of the Council for 
the purpose of any limitation on borrowing. 

Clause 5 makes further provision for the expenses 
of the Electricity Commissioners. S. 29 of the Act 
of 1919 provided, in effect, that the expenses of the 
Commissioners were to be paid by ''the several joint 
electricity authorities and authorised undertakers 
within the United Kingdom in proportion to the number 
of units of electricity generated by or on behalf of those 
authorities and undertakers respectively in the pre 
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ceding year." The new Bill provides that where an 
undertaker obtains & supply from any source other 
than the joint electricity authority or an authorised 
undertaker the number of units of electricity so obtained 
by such authorised undertaker shall be deemed to have 
been generated by that authorised undertaker. It seems 
from this that undertakers who take a supply in bulk 
from an authorised distributor or & power company 
will not be liable to the levy. Those liable to the levy 
must make a return to the Commissioners of the number 
of units generated or obtained by them. If no such 
return is made, the Commissioners may make an appor- 
tionment based on estimates, and the apportionment 
will be conclusive. 

Perhaps the most remarkable clause in this Bill is 
that which specifies the powers exercisable by the Elec- 
tricity Commissioners when authorised undertakers are 
unable or unwilling to give facilities. The clause in 
question (Clause 8) (which was Clause 17 in the former 
Bil) provides that on the application of any joint 
authority, the Commissioners may, after hearing the 
parties interested, by order' require any authorised 
undertakers to give such reasonable facilities for the 
supply of electricity within their area of supply as 
may be specified in the order, including the provision 
of new works, and if any authorised undertakers are 
unable or unwilling to comply with any such order, 
* the Minister of Transport, on the representation of 
` the Commissioners, shall have power, notwithstanding 
anything in the principal Act or this Act or in any 
order or special Act, either :— 

(a) To order that the undertaking of the authorised 
undertakers, or any part thereof, shall be transferred 
to the joint electricity authority upon the terins pre- 
scribed by Section 2 of the Electric Lighting Act, 1888; 
or | 

(b) To confer on the joint electricity authority power 
to supply electricity within the area of supply of such 
authorised undertakers or any part thereof.” 

Certain observations upon this very important clause 
suggest themselves. In the first place, the Commissioners 
can only be called upon to act by a joint electricity 
authority if and when that body is called into being. 
The Commissioners cannot act mero motu. ‘The clause, 
therefore, can only affect a particular undertaker after 
a joint authority has been formed in the district. 

Again, while it is difficult to imagine the Commis- 
sioners listening to any complaint by a joint authority 
unless they are satisfied that the joint authority is ready 
and willing to step in and make good the defect itself, 
there is nothing to compel the Commissioners to defer 
the hearing of an application. Reasonable facilities“ 
are not defined in the Bill or in the Act of 1919. It is 
conceived that even if the undertakers could show that 
they were unable to grant a supply, either because the 
Commissioners had refused to allow them to erect a 
generating station, or because owing to high working 
costs and the smallness of their authorised charges they 
were unable to provide electricity on a commercial basis, 
the Commissioners would still have power to make a 
requirement. It is presumed that the phrase “ after 
hearing the parties interested ’’ involves that the Corn- 
missioners before making a requirement shall hold an 
inquiry pursuant to Sec. 33 of the Act of 1919. 

The Commissioners having made a requirement,“ 
and the undertakers having expressed themselves 
unable or unwilling ’’ to comply with it, the Minister 
of Transport may do one of two things. He may order 
that the undertaking shall be taken over by the joint 
authority on ''compulsory purchase”? terms, or he 
may give the joint authority power to supply in the 
area. 

There is nothing in the Bill to show what steps the 
Minister shall take before making such an order. It is 
not, apparently, like a special order within the mean- 
ing of Sec. 35 of the Act of 1919, which cannot be con- 
firmed unless an inquiry is held bv an independent 
person appointed by the Minister. Yet it is inconceiv- 
able that the Minister would make an order depriving 
statutory undertakers af their statutory rights, or 


. not to be unreasonably withheld. 


which, by letting a joint authority in to compete, would 
reduce those statutory rights to a nullity, without an 
independent inquiry. He might accept a ruling of the 
Commissioners that their requirement was proper in 
justice and in reason; but there is grave reason to 
doubt whether the undertakers would always so accept it. 

There is another point about this clause which under- 
takers in general and power companies in particular 
should be careful to note. It takes away a privilege, or 
at any rate a seeming privilege, conferred by the Act 


of 1919. Observe that the Minister may exercise his 
power ‘‘ notwithstanding anything in the principal 
Act.“ i 


Turning to the Act of 1919 it will be found that Sec. 
12 (1) (b) provides that a joint authority may not supply 
power in any part of the area of a power company 
without the consent of the company, which consent is 
If the Bill now before 
Parliament becomes law, the fact- that the power com- 
pany withħolds consent is of no consequence, provided 
tħe Commissioners have made a requirement with which 
the company is unable or unwilling to comply. It is 
true, of course, that if a power company withholds con- 
sent, Sec. 12 (1) of the Act of 1919 allows the joint 
authorıty to appeal to the Commissioners, and the 
Minister of Transport may in certain circumstances dis- 
pense with consent. Thus they may dispense with con- 
sent if consent is unreasonably refused or withheld, and 
the consent shall be deemed to be unreasonably refused 
or withheld if the company is not willing and in a 
position to give the requisite supply upon reasonable 
terms and within a reasonable time, and in considering 
what are reasonable terms and what is a reasonable 
time the Minister shall, amongst other things, have 
regard to the terms upon which and the time within 
which the joint ekctricity authority and the power 
company are respectively willing and able to give the 
supply. 

It is obvious that while this provision remains in 
force, those responsible for the management of a power 
company who are manfully endeavouring to carry out 
their statutory duties are in a large measure protected. 
They cannot be required to do what is unreasonable— 
e.g., to supply energy at ld. a unit which costs 2d. a 
unit to produce; nor (it is submitted) can the question 
whether their refusal is unreasonable or not be enter- 
tained unless there is a joint electricity authority able 
and willing to give a supply within a specified time. 
As soon, however, as the Bill of 1920 becomes law (if it 
ever does) the question of reasonable facilities will 
fall to be decided not by the Minister but by the Com- 
missioners, who may, if so advised, pay no attention to 
the faet that the joint authority is neither ready nor 
willing to step in and do the work. This, of course, is 
to put an extreme case, and to make a very unlikely 
supposition; but Acts of Parliament—and still better 
Bills before Parliament—are best criticised in the light 
of extreme cases. Moreover, it is to be borne in mind 
that (as already indicated) the joint authority is to 
supply electricity in such areas and on such terms and 
conditions as may be specified (see S. 12 (3) of the Act 
of 1919). The Commissioners would certainly have 
power, if they thought fit, to exercise it aud to authorise 
the joint authority to supply on terms much more 
favourable than those conferred by Act of Parliament 
upon the unfortunate power company. 


New Zealand Poblic Works.— The Department of Over- 
Beas Trade has received from H.M. Trade Commissioner in New 
Zealand (Mr. R. W Dalton) a copy of the Annua! Statement of 
the Minister of Public Works for the year 1920. The statement, 
which embodies the report of the chief electrical engineer. contains 
results of the working of existing hydro electric ins'aations and 
information concerning progress on the Government's hydro- 
electric schemes in North Island. as well as particulars concerning 
the work of electric power boards which have been set up. Thestate- 
ment deals also with railway and harbour works as well as tram- 
ways and irrigation, and may be examined by interested United 
Kingdom firms on application to the Inquiry Room of the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 8.W. 1, z 
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THE EFFICIENCY EXHIBITION. 


A PERIOD of trade depression and low output might, at 
first thought,'be characterised as an inopportune time at 
which to hold an exhibition. Nevertheless, a slack time 
offers many opportunities to those possessing foresight and 
imagination for reorganisation with a view to business 
improvement, and to this end the Efficiency Exhibition at 
Olympia, which has been organised by the Daily Mail 
[Associated Newspapers, Ltd.], should be of some assist- 
ance. Its scope may be gauged from the fact that an 
attempt has been made to cover scientific, industrial, com- 
mercial, civic, national, and personal interests, the aim of 
the organisers being to direct the light of publicity on to 
ideas, methods, and devices which are calculated to conserve 
time, energy, and money, and to increase the results obtained 
by means of human and mechanical energy by the elimina- 
tion of waste in its broadest sense. 

The Exhibition, which remains open until the 26th inst., 
was opened in a somewhat unconventional manner on 
Th y last week by the Right Hon. Sir Robert Horne, 
President of the Board of Trade. Standing on the platform 
of the Marconi Co., Sir Robert spoke into a wireless tele- 
phone receiver, and his words were conveyed to the far end 
of the hall and echoed back by means of a combination of 
wireless apparatus and the Stentorphone," so that they were 
heard plainly by all. After the opening ceremony, Sir 
Robert and the guests proceeded to inspect some of the 200 
stands, of which about two dozen are of more or less 
electrical interest, on which the exhibits are demonstrated. 
Displays have been arranged by the Ministries of Labour 
and Health, the Overseas Trade Department, the Federation 
of British Industries, the Industrial League and Council, 
and a number of universities, hospitals, technical colleges, and 
associations. . 

The programme of conferences which have been arranged 
to take place at Olympia during the run of the Exhibition 
covers a variety of interests, and amongst the subjects to be 
discussed the following are to be found :—Commercial 
education, fatigue elimination, traffic control, roads, 
management, co-operation, production and  unemploy- 
ment, fluorescence and ultra-violet light, X-rays and 
their uses, and radium and its rays. A conference on 
electric power in industry, arranged by the Electrical 
Development Association and presided over by Mr. C. H. 
Wordingham, C.B.E., was to be opened this morning 
by Mr. J. C. Wigham, and in addition, a number 
of important technical associations are to hold recep- 
tions on various dates, that of the Electrical Development 
Association having been held yesterday afternoon. In 
order to encourage attendance at the Exhibition, the 
Daily Mail has offered four four-years’ external scholar- 
ships, each of the total value of £250, to British-born 
students, men or women, who are engaged, or about to be 
engaged, in whole-time business or industrial employment. 
The scholarships have been arranged with the authorities 
of the University of London, who will undertake the 
administrative work in connection with them, and the 
degree for which successful candidates will prepare is that 
of Bachelor of Commerce. 

One of the most important exhibits is that illustrating the work 
of the MINISTRY OF LABOUR'S INDUSTRIAL TRAINING DEPART- 
MENT, which is responsible for the intensive training of ex-Service 
men in skilled trades, and the whole of the Olympia annexe is 
devoted to showing how ex-soldiers and sailors are quickly trained, 
and to working exhibits, representing some 48 different trades, from 
the various schools. The whole of the fittings of the 39 stands in 
the annexe, together with the decorations and notices, have been 
made and fitted up by disabled ex-Service men undergoing training. 
An electrical stand is always attractive, and on the one in this section 
many modern appliances are on view, such as examples of electric 
irons, armatures, radiators, switches, signs and circuit-breakers. 
Men at work on jointing, winding, &c., can also be seen. 

Briefly outlined, the training system is this :— The disabled man 
is interviewed and allocated to a congenial and suitable trade in 
which his disabilities will prove no, or as small a handicap as 
possible. Then, for a period of from six to twelve months on an 
average he is trained in one of the Government Instructional 
Factories, afterwards being transferred to a private workshop for a 
further training period which varies according to his trade. 
During this latter period of improvership the employer is asked to 


pay a learner's wage. The training is designed to give the man a 
practical knowledge of the processes he will be required to under- 


take in an ordinary workshop, but supplemented by demonstra- 
tions in essential theory, and the atmosphere of the Institution in 
such that the man's transition from the school to the factory is as 
frictionless as possible. The intensive system of training con- 
siderably reduces the time necessary to train a crafteman, but it 
cannot make private workshop experience superfluous, and it is in 
this respect that employers can help. The appeal of Dr. J. T. 
Macnamara, Minister of Labour, to the public, &nd in particular to 
all employers to visit the Exhibition, see what has been done, and 
then give them a helping hand, should meet with an immediate 
response ; 36,000 men have been trained, 25,000 are receiving their 
training, and there is a waiting list of 16,000 names. We owe 
these men not only admiration, but also gratitude, and our debt 
will not be paid until a place such as they deserve has been found 
for them in the national industry. ! 

In one respect the exhibits of the MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL 
RESEARCH DEPARTMENTS may be regarded as an integral portion 
of the hospital; the tests being carried out on the stand are 
identical with those used to aid diagnosis and indicate treatment 
in practice, they represent part of the hospital's daily routine. In 
another respect the methods of research as employed in the 
advancement of medicine and in teaching students are represented. 
Research is of many kinds. and needs special apparatus ; some of 
this is demonstrated, including a set to illustrate the evolution of 
apparatus used in the examination of the heart in living subjecta, 
beginning with a simple roll of paper, and ending with the 
complex electro-cardiograph which has been lent by the Cambridge 
and Paul Instrument Co. A complete outfit for the employment 
of X-rays in diagnosis and research has been lent by Mesars. 
Watson & Sons (Electro-Medical), Ltd., and & selection of X-ray 
photographs and negatives is also on view. Messrs. Schall & Son 
have lent a viewing box for examining X-ray negatives, and the Cox- 
Cavendish Electrical Co., Ltd., a 1921 model of a vertical stand for 
screening and radiography in an upright position. For the 
examination of the chest or alimentary tract the radiographer has 
to be able to make a fluoroscopic examination, and then to be able 
to take a radiograph immediately afterwards; to effect this safely 
and conveniently is the function of the spparatus. For the pro- 
tection of the operator the tube is enclosed in a large box covered 
with 2 mm. of lead sheet, and a second line of protection is 
provided by means of a large lead-lined screen between the patient 
and the operator. All controls are on the front of the stand, and 
the inward movement of the screen and plate holder is unique. 
The indicator on the front of the stand automatically registers the 
tube to plate distance, and both 6 and 10 cm. stereoscopic stops are 
provided; the freedom of the moving system depends upon the 
use of ball and roller bearings. Finally, the action of radium rays 
on germinating beans comprises another of the numerous interesting 
demonstrations on this stand, and it will be noted that the result 
is to check the growth, 

MESSRS. SHERINGHAM DAYLIGHT, LTD., claim that accurate 
artificial daylight can be obtained from ordinary electric lamps by 
the addition of the ‘‘Sheringham daylight shade and duplicate- 
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FIG. 1.—SHERINGHAM DAYLIGHT TABLE LAMP, 


coloured objects shown on the stand, and illuminated by means of 
the two kinds of light, demonstrate the truth of the claims made 
for the invention. Shades of various types are now being manu- 
factured and used in this country, and attention is directed to the 
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new table lamp type illustrated in fig. 1 ; this lamp is 30 in. high, 
the diameter of the shade being 14 in., and the lamp used should 
be a 150-watt gasfilled one; the fitting is made of polished 
aluminium. | 
Messrs, SCHOLEY & Co., LTD., exhibit a variety of fractional 
horse · power electric motors for every domestic and industrial 
purpose,in sizes of from 1/50 h.p. upwards of the series-wound 
" Universal" self-cooling type. Kutmore portable electric drills 
possess original features, and the ‘Croydon Premier Handelek " 
electric suction cleaner has been specially designed for industrial 
work where the domestic pattern would not be, suitable. The 


Fig. 2.—ScHOLEYMOTOR BATTERY-ÜHARGING SET. 
Fig. 3.—S8CcHOLEY BLOWER. 


popular British-made “ Scholeymotor" has beeu fully described in 
our columns ; fig.2 shows the machine adapted as a charging set 
for motor garages, medical purposes, &c., while fig. 3 shows an 
electric blower which has a wide range of usefulness in forge and 
factory. ( To be continued. ) 


THE MAGNETIC FIELD. 


Bv A. G. WARREN, B.Sc., A. M. I. E. E. 
(Professor of Electrical Engineering, University of Hong-Kong.) 


THE energy of an electrostatic field is usually considered 
as being due to some form of stress in the ether. The 
magnitude and distribution of the energy is expressed by 
the relation w = A F?|8z, where F is the intensity of the 
electric force, A the dielectric constant, and w the energy 
per unit volume. It is not intended to question seriously 
this view of the situation ; it probably represents accu- 
rately the facts as already known; at least it is a con- 
venient working hypothesis and, with our modern catholicity 
of view, it serves whatever one's beliefs may be about the 
ether in which the energy is supposed to be resident. 
When an electric field is set in motion, forces of another 
nature, namely magnetic forces, are experienced. The 
fundamental facts of both electric and magnetic forces were 


known long before the interconnection between them was 


realised; magnetism and electrostatics grew up as two 
strangely parallel, but different sciences. As such they 
remain largely to-day, despite early suggestions that 
magnetic phenomena might be electric in their origin. The 
magnetic field is treated in a manner very similar to the 
electric field, the energy stored in it is expressed in an 
exactly similar way (w = /r), almost without question 
regarding the validity of the conception underlying this 
mode of representation. 

The alternative method is to regard the electric field as 
capable of possessing, like matter, both potential and kinetic 
energy. To the retention of the terms “magnetic field ” 
and energy of the magnetic field as convenient expressions 
in a mental “shorthand,” no objection can be raised, but 


until it has been shown that a magnetic field can exist 
independently of a moving electric field, its assumption asa 
separate entity is unphilosophic and violates the fundamental 
principles of scientific method. 

The unscientific process of multiplying existences beyond 
what are really necessary for the description of phenomena 
is, perhaps, inevitable while a science is still in the 
empirical stage. But with a growth of knowledge, 
“ Occam's razor " must be ruthlessly applied in cutting away 
all redundant conceptions which have no further service 
than that of veiling the facts. A theory disproved is a 
theory rejected, but unfortunately a theory which is merely 
redundant is often allowed to continue its existence. To 
this, from the point of view of the acquisition of facts, little 
objection might be taken. Redundancy of concepts is 
unscientific, yet it does not seem to offend the scientific 
mind as often and as definitely as it ought, but it is 
believed that the conception of the magnetic field can, and 
does, lead occasionally to erroneous results. 

The facts of both permanent magnetism and electro- 
magnetism present little difficulty in terms of the electron 
theory of matter. In the case of a conductor conveying a 
current, the magnetic energy may be considered as the 
kinetic energy of the moving electric field; it is not 
necessarily to be expected that the moving electric field 
should be evident from its electrical effects. In the steady 
flow of a current along a conductor the loss of free electrons 
from any element of volume is accompanied by a statisti- 
cally equal accession, and the electric force experienced at 
any point due to the element is unchanged, except in so far 
as the motion of the electrons modifies their fields of force. 
In fact, the force due to any particular element may be 
zero, and there still be considerable kinetic energy. 

But it is when we come to consider the relativity of 
energy that the conception of the magnetic field as a 
separate entity fails to satisfy. The kinetic energy of a 
moving mass with respect to an observer is measured by the 
product of one-half its mass and the square of the relative 
velocity of the body and observer. Without an observer, 
kinetic energy is meaningless. 

The same body may possess different amounts of kinetic 
energy for different observers ; to an observer moving with 
the same velocity as a bullet the latter possesses no kinetic 
energy, and is harmless. These features of moving material 
bodies are also characteristic of moving electric fields. Let 
us consider the radiation of an electromagnetic wave. This 
does not consist of the radiation of electric and magnetic 
energy; it consists of the radiation of an electric field. To an 
observer this field possesses energy of two kinds, one poten- 
tial and the other kinetic, the magnitude of the latter being 
conditioned by the relative velocity of the field and 
observer. 

If the direction of motion of the wave be from left to 
right in the plane of the paper, a stationary observer with 
the proper instruments will experience an inwardly directed 
magnetic force when the electric force is downwards, and an 
outwardly directed magnetie force when the electric force is 
upwards. As far as all stationary observers are concerned, 
the actual conditions could be exactly imitated by the 
fictitious radiation simultaneously of electric and magnetic 
fields suitably disposed. If such were actually the radia- 
tion, motion of the observer towards, or away from, the 
source of radiation would result only in a change of 
frequency of the observed effects. But this is surely not 
the case. The magnetic effect of a moving electric field is 
proportional to its velocity; to an observer travelling 
opposite to the direction of the wave the magnetic force is 
enhanced ; in other words, the kinetic energy of the moving 
field is increased to such an observer. To one travelling in 
the same direction as the wave the magnetic force is 
diminished with the decreased kinetic energy, and to an 
observer travelling at the same velocity as the wave there 
is no magnetic force ; for him the wave possesses no kinetic 
energy. 

The magnetic field is not radiated with the electric field ; 
it is not a self-existing entity. It only exists for observers 
over whom the electric field passes. The magnetic field 
is a function of two entities, viz., the electric field and the 
observer or detector; if either be absent, the phrase is 


meaningless. 
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EXPORTS AND IMPORTS OF ELECTRICAL 
GOODS FOR JANUARY, 1921. 


A SLIGHT improvement occurred in tbe position during January ; 
exports rose by $71,018, or just over 4 per cent., while imports fell 
` &75,154—17 per cent.  Re-exporta also showed a decline of 35 per 
cent. The principal inorease in the export figures was represented 
by other motors and generators," which rose 27 per cent. ; appre- 
. ciable increases also occurred in the export of insulated wire, glow 
lamps, meters, and telegraph and telephone wire and cable. The 
lower import figure was occasioned by declines in telegraph and 

telephone instruments and apparatus (44 per cent.) glow lampi, 
'" unenumerated electrical machinery, &o. 


.VALUES OF ELECTRICAL EXPORTS AND IMPORTS FOR 
JANUARY, 1921. 


| Exporta. Imports. Re-exports. 
Electrical goods and apparatus £248,659 £109,941 414, 682 
(unenumerated) 

Insulated wire eee TII «oo 892.260 11,838 — 

Glow lamps iss 585 seas 42,865 19,719 4,212 

Aro lamps and parts... 500 1.959 4,060 — 

Batteries ... MA ae boa 86,008 17.764 — 

Meters eae se 955 $us 49, '41 16 329 4,750 

Oarbuns ... . ... see 18,775 18,107 204 

- Hlectrical machinery : — | 

Railway and tramway motors... 33,287 — — 

Other motors and generators . 243.397 — — 

Electrical machinery  (unenu- 168,448 ° 111,001 8,600 
merated) 

Switchboards (not telegraph or 22,408 218 60 
telephone) i 
Telegraph and telephone cable 

and material :— 

Telegraph and telephone wire 197,482 15,851 — 

and cable (not submarine) 

Submarine telegraph and tele- 93,498 — — 
phone cable 

Telegraph and telephone instru- 141.853 28,816 6,590 
ments and apparatus 

| Totals... ee» $1,740,080 £353,644 839,098 


The total number of electric glow lamps exported during last 
month was 598,077. as against 134,968 in January, 1920, and 286,496 
in January, 1918. The electrical glow lampe imports for the 
same periods were 226.691, 382,919. and 309 825 lamps respectively. 
: Toe weight of electrical machinery exports for January, 1921, 
reached 1.816 tona, as compared with 942 tons and 2,528 tons for 
January, 1920 and 1918. 


LEGAL, 


FAILING TO FENCE MACHINERY. 
Davip Muir, colliery manager, Auchterderran, and James 
Macfarlane, colliery manager, Bowhill Fife, at Dunfermline 
Sheriff Court, on Monday, were charged with failing to have 
properly fenced an electrically-driven shaft at a sawmill at 
the pithead of Bowhill Colliery, as a result of which a girl 
was caught and received injuries, from which she died. Both 
pleaded guilty. Agent stated a bona fide attempt had been 
made to fence the place, and for five years work had gone on 
without accident. The pit was the largest in Fife, there 
being a large number of officials upon whom duties devolved, 
and it was difficult for the two managers to see that every- 
thing was done. About five-sixths of the machinery was 
fenced, and in the opinion of the workers the place was per- 
. fectly safe. The Sheriff fined each £5 with the option of 30 
days' imprisonment. 


QUITMAN v. AMALGAMATED ELECTRIC WORKS. 


In the Lord Mayor’s Court, before the Common Serjeant (Mr. 
H. F. Dickens, K.C.), a claim was made by Messrs. Carl 
Quitman, glass merchants, 3, Cloth Street, Long Lane, E.C., 
against the Amalgamated Electric Works, Ltd., St. Mary 
Axe, E.C., for £35 2s. for white opal globes sold and delivered, 
or in the alternative, for goods bargained and sold. 


Judgment was entered for the plaintiffs for the amount | 


. Claimed, £35 2s., with costa. 


HARTLEY v. LANCASTER CORPORATION. 


AN action was brought against the Lancaster Corporation 
Electricity Committee at Lancaster County Court by Mr. W. 
Hartley, electric boot repairer, to recover £17 3s. 4d., alleged 
to have been overcharged in his electricity accounts during 
the past nine years. It was pointed out that under the 
Statute of [Limitations only six years were recoverable, if 
anything. Plaintiff, who conducted his case in person, said he 
had recently discovered that he was charged for his motor 
as if it was 21 h.p., when it was only 2 h.p. The difference 
in the rate was £1 against l6s. 9d. After a lot of argument, 
the chairman of the Electricitv Committee offered him £4 to 
square the account, but he told him he would have half or 
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nothing of the £17. For 40 bills he had been charged at 
the 24-h.p. rate. m 

Major MILNES, electrical engineer, said the motor was in 
when he came to Lancaster, and plaintiff had made no com- 
plaint till now when he tested the motor and found its 
capacity was 2 h.p., but he had been charged at a compara- 
tively easy rate. A motor could intermittently increase in 
load about 95 per cent. . 

His HORN OUR sympathised with the plaintiff, and recognised 
he had been overcharged, but pointed out the accounts were 
settled and could not be reopened, though the Corporation 
had made a mistake. 

Mr. OaLETHORPE, for the Corporation, agreed to repay 44. 
and the case was withdrawn. 


'" HorroiNT " ELECTRICAL HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES : APPLICATION 
FOR TRADE MARK. 


Mr. Justice P. O. LAWRENCE, in the Chancery Division, on 
Thursday, February lOth, gave judgment in an application 
by the Hotpoint Electric Heating Co., of Ontario, California. 
for the registration of a trade mark under paragraph 5, sec- 
tion 9, of the 1rade Marks Act, 1905. 

Mr. KERLY, K.C., who appeared for the applicants, said 
the opposition came principally from the Dowsing Radiant 
Heat Co., Ltd., who said that they had succeeded to the 
business interest of Messrs. Eastman & Sons (dyers and 
cleaners), Ltd., and Warne in the sale of Hotpoint flat 
irons. 

Mr. ARTHUR Coverax, K.C., for the respondents, said the 
Dowsing Co. took over that business as from 1914. 

Mr. KERLY, continuing, said that on January 23rd, 1917, the 
applicants applied to register as a trade mark the word 
" Hotpoint for a considerable range of electrical appliances 
for cooking, washing, heating, and cleaning purposes, but 
the application was referred to the Court, and they were 
directed to serve notice upon the present respondents. He 
did not think there would be any question as regarded all 
kinds of electrical apparatus except flat irons. ‘* Hotpoint ” 
had for many years been distinctive of the applicants’ goods, 
but he claimed that for flat irons as well. He could not 
dispute, however, that to his knowledge since 1910 the re- 
spondents had used Hotpoint " for certain flat irons which 
were not the applicants’, but he would ask his Lordship to say 
that the latter began business before the respondents. There 
was & good deal of confusion in the minds of the public with 
regard to the word '' Hotpoint," and the respondents' irons 
had been mistaken for those of his clients. He was not 
suggesting that there had been any fraud, but it might be 
that there ought to have been concurrent registration. Con- 
fusion, he said, had been constant with regard to the ap- 
plicants’ irons, which had frequently been sent to the re- 
spondents for repairs. 

Mr. P. H. Boorn, vice-president of the applicant company, 
said there was substantial use of their flat irons in thi 
country before 1911 under the name Hotpoint." He knew 
that from 1909 onwards the respondents had been advertising 
“ Hotpoint " irons here. He was unable to say whether the 
first newspaper advertisement of the applicants here was on 
May 13th, 1915. | 

Mr. DANCKWERTS, who represented the Board of Trade, 
contended that the word Hotpoint ” being descriptive, the 
evidence as to user, in order to make it distinctive, must be 
clear and satisfactory, which was not so in this case. User. 
in fact, was comparatively short, and there was every pos- 
sibility of confusion in the case of the flat irons, as '' Hot- 
point irons were made by other people. i 

His LonRpsuiP held that apart from flat irons, the word 
“ Hotpoint " had become distinctive of the applicants’ goods; 
and he saw no ground for saying that, because there might 
be some confusion in the minds of persons buying flat irons, 
this was a good reason for refusing the mark in respect of 
the other appliances. He directed the Registrar to proceed 
with the application. e -— s 


Craic-McKerrow v. MaTTHEWS & Yates, LTD. - 


Mr. PolLOck, High Courts Official Referee, on February l4th, 
concluded an action in which Mr. Robert Craig-McKerrow, 
trading as the Rowley Mills, Avington, Gloucester, claimed 
from Messrs. Matthews & Yates, Ltd., electrical, ventilating 
and heating engineers, of the Cyclone Works, Swinton, Man- 
chester, £5,309 for breach of contract in the erection of a 
drying plant and loss of profit from the failure of the plant to 
perform the duties required of it. se 
It wae alleged that the defendants failed to complete the 
installation within the specified time, and that when erected 
it was found to be inefficient and incapable of doing the 
amount of work required of it. e MOM 
The Orricran REFERFE decided that it was a condition prece- 
dent with regard to the delay that a class A certificate should 
be procured, and as to the damages claim on the ground that 
the machinery did not do the work required of it. he found 
that the defendants had done all the work they contracted to 
do. He therefore gave judgment for the defendants on the 
claim, and on the counterclaim for the price of the machinery. 
The judgment would be for the defendants for 1.055 10s., 
with costs of both claim and counterclaim. -— ee 
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` CORRESPONDENCE. 
Letters received by us after 5 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the following week. Correspondents should forward their communi- 
cations at the earliest possible moment. No letter can be published 


unless we have the writer's name and address in our possession, 


Charging Batteries for Motor Cars. 


The letter from Messrs. Rootes, Ltd., in your issue of Janu- 
ary 28th has made me wonder why the mercury vapour recti- 
fier for converting a.c. to d.c. is not better known, as applied 
for charging purposes. 

I, for one, until recently, imagined that the mercury vapour 
rectifier was only suitable for use in the laboratory, but have 
found, however, that the mercury vapour rectifier is a sound 
commercial proposition, especially for charging accumulators, 
as mercury vapour rectifiers lend themselves admirably for 
this purpose, being efficient and exceedingly flexible. 

I would recommend Messrs. Rootes to get into touch with 
the Hewittic Electric Co., Ltd., of 80, Tork Road. King's 
Cross, the manufacturers of these outfits, who could no doubt 
give them any information regarding the question. 


Watford. D. V. Tustaiu. 
February 10th, 1991. 


The Reduction in Price of Lamps. : 


I am pleased to see the letter of Mr. Scarborough in your 
issue of February llth, as I think this business has been mis- 
managed. 

I proposed to the E.L.M.A. that as so many dealers had 
large stocks of lamps on hand a clearing house should be 
established to which any dealer who chose to do so could 
send up a list of his stock. When any order was received at 
any lamp. factory, the clearing-house list would first be con- 
sulted. the lamps required could be supplied from any 
stock they would be, instead of manufacturing a further lot 
and adding to the congestion. In this way a glutted market 
would be cleared, and the makers would then have been free 
to reduce prices without hardship, or increase them without 
fear of an overstocked market. In other words, a more 
healthy condition would have been created. 

Any dealer availing himself of the clearing house would pav 
& percentage fee to cover coste. I am sure most dealers would 
have borne the slight loss this might have entailed. 

In other trades a dealer is free to have a clearance sale if 
he finds himself overstocked or stocks moving too slowly. In 
the lamp trade we are tied hand and foot. and may not even 
deal fairly with our customers, as, if a lamp is broken in 
transit in January and the maker delavs to credit it till Feb- 
ruary, he does 80 at a lower price. The breakage or fault 
may have occurred on January 31st, and the credit be granted 
on February lst, nevertheless the purcbaser will lose by the 
amount of the price reduction. 

I trust the matter will be pursued further or that the 
E.L.M.A. will see how much they are in danger of injuring 
their own cause unless they reconsider their scheme. 


Glasgow, February 14th, 1921. J. A. Rudd. 


I -have read Mr. Scarborough’s letter in your last issue with 
some amusement. My sympathy will be with him in his com- 
plaint if he will convince me that he sent a cheque to the 
" wicked " members of the Electric Lamp Manufacturers' 
Association for the increased value created in his stock when 
the price of lamps was put up some time ago. 

Some people want it all ways. | 

The fact 1s, the credit he is to receive on his January stock 
is a generous gift. 


Lamp Salesman. 
February 12th, 1921. 


The Electrical Wholesalers’ Federation, Ltd.: A Correction. 


With reference to the report in your paper of the annual 
meeting of the Electrical Wholesalers' Federation, Ltd., per- 
mit me to correct an error in the last paragraph, as I am 
sure you like your reporte to be accurate. I am as proud of 
my name as I am of being a member of the E.W.F. and of 
its C AD Dan, perhaps you will be good enough, therefore, to 
correct it. | 


= H. Boden How. 
Sheffield. February 14th, 1921. 


[ We tender our sincere apologies to Mr. Boden How for the 
unfortunate mistake in our report.—Eps. Erec. Rev.) 


A Fiashing Problem. 
5 
ruary 6th. I would have suggested, had he not stated that his 
connections were correct, that in changing the direction of 
rotation, he was going 
the armature only and not, as of course, should be done, by 
reversing the current through the armature and interpole 
windings together. 
F. W. B. 


Birkenhead. * 
February lh, 1. 


8 


to the above problem by ''Dense," dated Feb 


this by reversing the current through 


* 


In reply to Dense's question in your issue of February 
lith, I would suggest the following :— 

1. Test the current taken by the motor when running in 
each direction with full load, to prove that the motor is not 
overloaded. E 

2. Test the polarity of the main and interpole coils; it 1s 
probable that the polarity of the interpole may be reversed. | 

(For a motor the polarity of the interpole is the same as 
that of the main pole behind it following the rotation, and 
a small compass needle will indicate the polarity.) | 

For a reversing motor the brushes should remain in the 
neutral position immediately under the centre of the inter- 
pole coil, as it is certain a movement in one direction must 
react when reversing if the motor is giving full-load output in 
each direction. l 

If the motor is fitted on a crane or charging machine, it 
is possible that the trouble may be due to the method of 
control or braking, and particulars should be given as to the 
motion, if arranged for creeping speeds by armature diverter 
or high speeds by series field diverter, if rheostatic braking 
is employed, if the shunt solenoid brake coil is wired across 
the motor terminals, or if it is coupled electrically or mechani- 
cally with another motor working on the same load. 

From my experience, the mechanical brake fitted on a, 
crane may give rise to trouble due to ''locking," and to 
unlock may require excessive current. To test if the trouble 
i3 due to mechanical or electric braking it would be better 
to uncouple the motor and arrange a brake test or electric 
loading test, running the motor in each direction with half 
and full load, using a plain series reversing controller. (Care 
must be taken not to run the motor with no-load, as it may 
exceed its critical speed.) 

It would be interesting to hear if the above suggestions 
have been tried. | 
. 6. W. T. 


Glasgow. 
February 14th, 1921. 


Perhaps my own experience of similar troubles may be of 
some assistance to Dense ” (February 11th). i 

It is evident that the sparkless brush position of the machine 
when running in one direction, which becomes a flashin 
position on reversal, is not the true reversing position, and 
would suggest that possibly the solution to the problem is 
one of the following cases :— Í 

Either the brushes may be s trifle loose in their holders 
which would cause uneven wear, as they would be dragged 
forward by their friction with the commutator in the direction 
of rotation, as per diagram. 


It will be seen that this fault will automatically vary the 
real brush position slightly on reversing from either direction, 
as the brush only beds on one half at a time, and this is 
sometimes sufficient to cause the flashing noticed by '' Dense.” 

Or the interpoles may be a little too strong or weak. To 
test for this:— l . 

(1) Impose a small current on the interpole coils from a 
low-voltage generator, varying it while attempting to find a 
brush position which gives sparkless commutation and the 
correct load speed curve in either direction. ; , 

(3) Divert current from the coils with a variable resistance 
and test as above. mu 

. R. W. Kinch. | 


Woking. 
February 14th, 1921. 


Referring to a letter under the above heading in your issue: 
of the llth inst., the trouble here is caused by local currents 
in the short-circuited coils of the armature. These local cur-. 
rents may be of considerable magnitude owing to the low 
resistance of the armature coils, and can do much harm by. 
overheating the armature, overloading the brushes, and more 
particularly by dissipating their energy in the form of a series 
of sparks, and in extreme cases flashes, at the brushes when : 
the short-circuit is broken, thereby burning the brushes and 
damaging the commutator. | 

To get good commutation and to prevent the waste of 
energy, these local currents must be brought within reason- 
sble limite, and the nearer they can be oompletely stopped 
the better. 

; n 
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To try and stop these local currents it is essential that the 
short-circuited coils should be in the weakest part of the mag- 
netic field. It is interesting to note that when the brush 
position was altered on this particular machine the flashing 
stopped, and the effect of altering the brushes was to bring 
the short-circuited coils into a weaker field. Then the com- 
mutating peles should be examined to find out if they are 
functioning correctly, for their object is to keep the weakest 
part of the magnetic field in as fixed a position as possible so 
that the brushes need not be shifted at any time. Then it is 
very important that the brushes should have suflicient resist- 
ance at their face to stop these local currents. There is a 
material, called the M.P. commutator compound, which con- 
siderably helps in this direction. It is put up in the form of 
a stick, and the end of the stick 18 gently rubbed on the sur- 
face of the commutator when running. Some of this ma- 
terial gets under the faces of the brushes, and, amalgamating 
with the carbon, forms very thin but high-resistance films, 
and these high-resistunce films have been successful in stop- 
ping the local currents. 

By making certain that the short-circuited coils are always 
in the weakest part of the magnetic field, and that the brushes 
have sufficient resistance at their faces, this machine can 
-cured, and I have no hesitation in saying so, for in some 
twenty years' experience in commutation I have yet to find a 
case that could not be cured when working on the above lines. 


| S. W. Martyn. 
London, February 15th, 1921. 


Electricity Supply from Surplus Sources. : 


I have read with very great interest the letters by Mr. Pain 
in your issue of January Mth and of the 4th inst., also Mr. 
Hugh Seabrook’s addition to the subject. 

This subject is of vital importance, not merely as concerning 
individual companies but as a national economy. I notice 
that blast-furnace and coke-oven gas has been mentioned, and 
although I have dealt with this subject previously, I would 
like to add to it now, as some advancement has been made 
during the past year. 

Mr. Pain mentions '' ghastly waste." Now, in the Middles- 
brough district there are about 75 blast furnaces and a good 
number of coke ovens working, and a tremendous amount of 
this gas is discharged to the atmosphere, so much in fact that 


BUSINESS 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.— WILLIAM DRYSDALE, elec- 
trical engineer and contractor, 24, Paxton Street. Barrow.—The 
debtor appeared at the Barrow Bankruptcy Court for his public 
examination on Friday last. In answer to the Official Receiver, he 
said he started business with £200 capital, and 4150 given to 
him by his father. He did chiefly jobbing work, but also carried 
out some big contracts, including that of the local workhouse, 
For the last six or nine months he had been pressed by creditors, 
and had five judgments outstanding against him, and when the 
Sheriff's officer took possession, he filed his petition. He estimated 
his liabilities at 22,025, and the stock-in-trade he put at £1,249. 
There were in addition the fixtures. &c. His deficiency he 
estimated at £661. After taking stock he found there was a 
tremendous loss on English manufactured goods. He had drawn 
#6 10s. per week out of the business for himself, and had also at 
one time spent money in travelling to Mancheeter and Liverpool 
once a week. He personally superintended the books, and had not 
spent an unusual amount in expenses, At one time he thought of 
taking & partner, and after an inspection of the books it was 
estimated that the income from the business for 1918 was about 
£800, without taking into account management charges. On the 
same basis, the estimate this year was £1,000. The business had 
fluctuated during the war and since,and he had been left with 
only one man. One of the causes of his failure was want of 
capital, and the stock was much heavier than he thought it was. 
In December, 1919, the cash sales were £264, but he did not think 
they would be £160 in December, 1920. He had had a nervous 
breakdown, and suffered from neuritis, and bad attended his 
business when hardly able to walk. Answering the Registrar, the 
Official Receiver said the books had been fairly well kept until 
recently, and the trustee was of opinion that it was not necessary 
to ask for a further account. The examination was closed. 

J. V. BELL, electrical engineer, 21, North Bar Within, Beverley, 
York.—Receiving order February 7th on debtor's own petition. 

A. E. CHANNON, H. S. NADEN, and C. G. OHANNON (A. E. 
Channon & Co.), electrical engineers, Cheltenham.—First and final 
dividend of 4s. 81d. in the £, payable February 18th, at the Official 
Receiver's Office, 26, Baldwin Street, Bristol. 

J. JONES and J. R. JONES (J. Jones & Son), electrical engineers, 
7, Chapel Street, Penzance,—Receiving order made February 9th on 
debtor's own petition. 

J. C. THOMSON, electrician, lately electrical engineer and con- 
tractor, late of Station Street, Mansfield, Notts.—Last day for 
proofs fordividend, February 25th. Trustee, Mr. E, W. Humphreys, 
Official Receiver, 4, Castleplace, Nottingham. 

A. Logp, electrical contractor, 33, Westgate, Burnley.—First 
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it has been reported by aviators that Middlesbrough is 
obscure on an ordinary day, and yet Middlesbrough is pur- 
chasing power supplied from coal-fired boilers at a very heavy 
cost, and consuming a commodity of vital importance for 
export to increase our overseas trading. 

One large works in this country has set an exainple, and 
is still working hard for even better results, and so far as 
fuel economy and efficiency on waste products are concerned 
has excelled the Americans and our continental neighbours, 
its efficiency now being in' the neighbourhood of 25 per cent. 
above any figure obtained abroad. 

We have the spare gus in this country, and we have the 
gas engines, home-designed and built, and have performances 
second to none in the world. 

I am not surprised to read that Mr. Seabrook was unable 
to work up any enthusiasm at 24 lb. of coal per kWh at, say, 
31,500 therms., when this is being produced for 15,000 therms. 
per kWh on gus engines. 

Regarding the exchange or sale of this surplus energy, it 
could be sold to the power companies or corporations at a 
figure much below their coal costs per unit generated; both 
parties would be in hand financially, and the nation. would 
have reserved or available for export several million tons of 
coal per annum. 

Fuel econoniy now is one of the many lines open to reinstate 
this country in a prosperous condition, and should be taxen 
up seriously by the Government. We have stuck too long to 
our steam-electric plants. until most people are very loath to 
leave them even for greater efficiencies and lower working 
costs. 

If we ever come to a time when we are restricted to therms 
expended per b.h.p.-hour, I hope it will not even be based on 
21 lb. of coal per kWh, but something very much below that 
figure; then we may hope for cheaper production and greater 
outputs. The economy of fuel is just as important as the 
wages question. 

I do not hope that our total power requirements can be 
supplied from waste heat, but a great portion can, and should 
be, in place of coal-fired boilers. 

With the surplus supply stations linked up with the larger 
coal-fired stations we should have a very good combination, 
and would in many cases reduce the spare or stand-by plant 
at the larger stations. 


S. H. Fowles, A. M. I. E. E., A. M. I. Mech. E. 
Jarrow, February 14th, 1991. 


NOTES. 


meeting February 25th, at the Official Meoeiver's Offices, 13 
Winckley Street, Preston ; public examination, Maroh 10th, at the 
County Court House, Burnley. 


A. DICKINSON (Crown Electrical Co.), electrical engineer and 


contractor, 157, Hunslet Road, Leeds.—Reoeiving order made 
February 6th on debtor’s own petition. Firat meeting February 
231d. at Official Receivers Offices, Leeds; public examination, 
March 8th at the County Court House, Leeds. 

B. E. THOMAS, electrical engineer, 12, Castlemeadow, Norwich.— 
Last day for proofs for dividend. March 2nd; trustee, Mr. H. P. 
Gould, Official Receiver, 8, Upper King Street, Norwich. 


Copper and Lead Prices.— Messes. F. SwrrH & Co. 
report February 15th :—Copper (electrolytic) bars, £79, £3 inc.; 


ditto sheets, no change ; ditto wire rods, £95, £2 ino.; ditto h.o. - 


wire, 1/0 , 1d. inc. ; silicium bronze wire, no change. 

Messrs, JAMES & SHAKESPEARE report February 15th :—Cooper 
bars (best selected), sheets and rods; no change. English pig lead, 
£23; £1 dec. 


Dissolutions of Partnership. — BLower & COOPER, 
electrical and engineering suppliers, 3, Paul's Bakehouse Court, 
E.C.—Measrs. A. E. Blower and A. Cooper have dissolved partrer- 
ship so far as concerns Mr. A. Cooper, who retires from the firm. 

ANDREWS & MORLAND, electrical engineers, 21, Westbourne 
Street, Kingston-upon-Hull.— Mr. J. Andrews and Mr. F. H. 
Morland have dissolved partnership. Mr. Morland will attend to 
debts and continue the business in his own name and at the same 
address. | 

SMITH & ScRAGG. motor and electrical engineers, Nantwiok 
Road, Crewe.—Mr. W. Smith and Mr. G. J. Soragg have dissolved 
partnership. Mr. Smith will attend to debts. 

A. H. Foster & Co., motor and electrical engineers, &o., 679A, 
Romford Road, E.—Mr. A. H. Foster and Mr. J, Froelicher have 
dissolved partnership. Mr. J. Froalicher will attend to debts and 
continue the business. 


Company Liquidations.— LEEDS ALLIANCE ELECTRICAL 
MANUFACTURING Oo., LrD.—Windiug-up voluntarily. Meeting of 
creditors was called for February 17th, at 62, Albion Street, Leeds, 
Liquidator, Mr. 8. 8. Tadman, 1, Albion Street, Leeds. Particulars 
of claims to be sent to the liquidator by March 16th. 

BRITANNIA LAMP AND ACCESSORIES Co., LTD.—A meeting of 
members is called for March 15th, at 24, Coleman Street, E.C., to 
hear an account of the winding-up from the liquidator, Mr. R. B. 
Tayler. 

RoTAx MoTOR AOCESSORIES Co., Ltp.—Winding up voluntarily 
for reconstruction purposes, Liquidators, Mr. W. Morris, 6, Caven- 
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diah Square, W., and Mr. A. Bell. Rotax Works, Willesden 
Junction, N. W. 

ARGENTINE ELECTRICITY Co., Ltp.—Winding up voluntarily. 
Liquidator, Mr. T. S. Hamilton, 62; New Broad Street, EC. 
Meeting of oreditors, February 23rd, at New Broad Street. 


Trade Announcements.—Messre. ALBERT LEE & Co., 


LTD. of 8 and 9, New Zealand Avenue, London, E.C.1, have 
opened an illuminating engineering department, under the manage- 
ment of Mr. Sydney Smith, who was for some time demonstrator 
for the Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd., and previously 
to that was with the Holophane Co. Mr. Smith will take 
charge of the sales of the helium fittings and other scientific types 
of glassware for uge in s forms of lighting, and will give 
expert advice regarding lighting methods for shops, factories, 
Offices, &o. He will Je.ture in various parts of the country. 

Messrs. SOUTAGATE (BIRMINGHAM), LTD, of Birmingham, 
manufacturers of electrio, gas, and oil fittings, have appointed Mr. 
Wm. Broadbent, 11, Wellington Street. Moss Side, Manchester, as 
their representative in Lancashire and the North-Western 
Counties. 

Messrs. H. W. SMITH & Co. (1920), LTD., have appointed Mr. 
W. T. Rushton, late of the Fuller Electrical and Manufacturing Co., 
as one of their representatives for the sale of cables and wires in 
London. 

The businees of Messrs. Macdonald & Co., eleotrical engineers, of 
15, Bridge Street, Rotherham, has been amalgamated with that of 
MSSRS. SLACK & Co., of 98, Main Street, Rotherham. 

Mr. J. T. BARING has entered into partnership with Mesers. 
Williams & Pell, of 5, Chancery Lane, London, W.C. 2, agents for 
the Electrical Alloy Co., the Industrial Filtration Corporation, La 
Métallurgique Electrique, and the British Eleotric Plant Co., Ltd. 
The business will be carried on under the style of Williams, Pell 
and Baring, at the same address. 

Ma. C. B. MAURICE, who has been appointed sole selling agent in 
London for Messrs. Cranmore & Co., Ltd. (condnita and fittings), 
Birmingham; J. Hall & Co. (switches, fittings, &c ), Birmingham; 
W. H. Cheadle & Waltho, Ltd. (lampholders), Wolverhampton; 
Electric Heating and Hardware, Ltd. (electric irons, kettles, and 
heaters), Birmingham; Seneffe Cable Works, Belgium; and 
„Regina and “Bissell” electric suction cleaners, has opened 
Offices and showrooms at Berwick House, 139, Oxford Street, 
W.1, and a warehouse at 3, Manette Street, W.1. Telephone: 
Museum 3627. 

Messrs, SCHOLEY & Co., LTD., 56, Victoria Street, Westminster, 
announce that from February 21st their head office will be trans- 
ferred to their works. After that date their address will be:— 
Bcholey & Co., Ltd, Victory Works, Gloucester Road, Croydon. 
Telephone : Croydon 2164. 


Catalogues and Lists.—THE GENERAL ELECTRIO Co., 
LTD., 67, Queen Victoria Street, E.C. 4. Folder L,2419. Illus- 
trating and desoribing " Sonorus high-voltage eleotric trembling 
bells and Link and " All-china” bell-pushes ; all items fully 
priced. Folder No. H,2446, giving details and prices of Magnet 
electric irons. Installation Leaflet P. 2,462.—4An illustrated 
description of the electrical equipment of the Brighton diamond- 
cutting factory. 

ENGLISH ELECTRIC AND SIEMENS SUPPLIES, LTD., Foster's 
Buildings, 22, High Street, Sheffield.—Leaflet BI, a prioed, illus- 
trated and dimensioned description of Britannia balf-watt 
lanterns forlamps up to 1,000 watts.  Leaflet 54, an illustrated 
fold r giving prices of Britannia vacuum and gaafilled lam ps. 

THE EDISON Swan ELECTRICO Co., LTD, Ponders End, Middlesex. 
List No. A. A. 178, dealing with Ediswan enclosed oil switches 
with full specifications and illustrations. Progress Sheet No. 48, 
illustrating and describing "Revo" house service switches and 
fuae-boxes, Priced. 

Messes. PHILLIPS & TURNER, 115, Edmund Street, Birmingham. 
—A leaflet illustrating ceiling fittings—galleries and ceiling plates. 

Messrs. E. SHIPTON & Co., 52, Floral Street, Covent Garden, 
W.C. 2?.—A leaflet illustrating and setting forth the advantages of 
an interphone system ; it also deals with Westophores " for 
short-distance telephony. 

Messrs. HonLLING8 & Guest, LTD., Thimble Mill Lane, Bir- 
mingbam.—List No. 109A, an illustrated and priced list of 
hydraulic presses with hot plates for variovs purposes; List 
No. A110, a priced catalogue illustrating hydraulic forcing presses 
for fixing or removing wheels, armatures, commutators, &o. 

Mn. L. Ros ART, 4, Oxford Street, W. 1.—Folder, dealing with 
Alterna cycle-lighting outfits. 

SOUTHERN ÉLEOTRIO Co., LTD., 138, Southwark Street, S. E. 1.— 
Net trade prioe-lists of electrical accessories and appliances, 
including cut-outs, switchgear, adapters, bells, irons, flexibles, &o. 

Messrs. Henry G. RICHARDSON & Sons, Wordsley Flint Glass 
Works. Stourbridge.—A leaflet showing applications of Leva- 
hook " fittings to lighting bowls. 

MEssns. Crow, TooaooD & Co., 15, Wardour Mews, D'Arblay 
Street, Wardour Street, W. 1.—An illustrated catalogue of eleo- 
trical fittings and accessories, including bowl fittings, cast-iron 
watertight fittings, brackets and pendants. Also a net trade price 
list of electrical fittings of a large variety. 

Messrs. E. P. ALLAM & Co., 107-109, Gray's Inn Road, W. O. 1.— 
Monthly Stook List (No. 6) of d.c. motors, for sale or hire. 

Messrs. Harry H. GARDAN, LTD., Staines —Stock list of 
dynamos and motors. 


Calendar. — Messrs. Mor & Warts, of Weardale 
C a pictorial calender with monthly 


For Sale.—The Z Electric Lamp and Supplies Co., Ltd., 
of 78, Newman ftreet, W. 1, bas issued a schedule of stocks of 
electrio»l accessories, electrical heating apparatus, &c., of which 
it is disposing on behalf of the liquidator of the Z Eleotrio 
Lamp Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 

Stoke Newington Borough Council Electricity Department 
invites offers for a battery and charging plant. 

By direction of the Disposal Board, Mr. C. D. Phillips will sell 
by auction, on March 10th, at No. 18, C. 8. Depót, Swindon, 
machine tools, and electrical and general plant, &c. 

By direction of the Disposal Board, Mr. C. D. Phillips will sell 
by auction on March 15th and following days, at the National 
Cartridge and Box-Repair Factory, Newport, plant, machinery, &c. 

By order of the High Court, Ohancery Division, Messrs. Davis and 
Moon will sell by auction on March 1st, at Clapton, and March 
8rd, at Battersea, the stock, plant, fittings, &o., of Messrs. Foot and 
Milne, electrical contractors. 

By direction of the Disposal Board, Messrs, Harris & Gillow will 
sell by auction, on February 23rd and following days, at Shoreham 
Camp, Shoreham-by-Sea, camp equipment, saddlery, and tools, tele- 
phones, Fullerphones, &c.—For particulars see our advertisement 
pages to-day. 


Electrical Wages in Scotland.—The Scottish Contractors’ 
Association has suggested to the Scottish District Committee of 
the Electrical Trades Union that a conference should be held to 
consider the wages question. The operatives have put in a claim 
for an increase of 6d. per hour on present rates, while the employers, 
on the other hand, desire a reduction of 3d. as from February 28th. 


Soclals.— A number of well-known artistes appeared at 
a concert in the Cambridge Hall, Southport, on February 9th, in 
connection with the Southport Corporation Tramway Employés 
Social and Athletic Society. There was a large audience, and the 
proceeds were divided between the Society's funds and the 
Infirmary. 

A social in connection with the Assembly Department (Lamp 
Works) of the ENGLISH ELECTRIC Co., Preston, took place at the 
Canteen Theatre, on February llth. The M.O.s were Messrs. 
A. De Boeck and A. Handley. 

On Thursday, February 10th, a fancy dress carnival was held by 
members of the Igranio Electric Oo. with their friends, at the 
Café Dansant, Bedford, when a most enjoyable evening was spent 
by about 350, fully two-thirds of whom were in fanoy costumes. 
During tbe interval, supper was served, after which there was a 
grand spectacular parade. The judges experienced great difficulty 
in making their choice for the six prizes. Dancing continued into 
the small hours. 

The staff of the General Electric Co., Ltd, Newcastle Branch, 
held their second dance of the season, on Friday last, at Heaton 
Assembly Rooms. The company numbered 200, and the Com- 
mittee also arranged a whist drive, for which handsome prizes 
were given. Musio was rendered by Mr. R. Jackson's orchestra, 
augmented by two members of the staff —Mr. F. E. Winnard and 
Mr. C. N. Baston. Prizes were presented to the successful whist 
players by Mrs. J. Spenoe. 


Applications for British Trade-Marks.— Appended is a 
summary of the reoent applioations for British trade-marks in 
respect of articles and goods associated with the eleotrical trades 
and industries :— 

Apex. No. 401,508, Class 6.—Dynamos, dynamo brushes, ele otrio 
motors, &o.,, Wm. J. Goodebridge, Colmore House, 31, Waterloo 
Street, Birmingham, March 5th, 1920. 

SB. (letters and design), No. 409,357, Olass 13.— Inoandesoent 
lamps (ordinary) and other eleotric fittings, John Agerup, Vulcan 
Houte, 56, Ludgate Hill, London, E.O. 4, November 2nd, 1920. 

Graham (lettering and design). No. 407,386, Olass 8.—Permanent 
magnets sold separately, E. G. Graham, trading as Alfred Graham 
and Co., St. Andrew's Works, Crofton Park, London, S. E., August 
80th, 1920. . 

Amplion, No. 408,176, Class 8.—Telephonic Apparatus, E. G. 
Grabam, trading as Alfred Graham & Co., St. Andrew's Works, Orofton 
Park, London, S. K., September 25th, 1920. 

Benjamin, No. 404,928, Class 18.—Electrio fittings and motor 
accessories, Benjamin Electric, Ltd., Brantwood Works, Tariff 
Road, Tottenham, N., June 2nd, 1920. 

Rotomotor, No. 406,900, Claes 6.— Dynamo-eleotrio machinery, 
Le:nard Barlow, trading as Barlow & Young, Buckingham House, 
Palace Street, Westminster, S.W., August 18th, 1920. 

Geeko, No. 406.388, Claas 6.— Telephones and parts of telephones, 
General Electric Co., Ltd,, 67, Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C., 
July 23rd, 1920. | 

Lyken, No. 409,572, Class 8.—Apperatus for Ur Bi LA. 
Hockley Chemical Co. Ltd., 1, Hockley Hill Bir ham, 
November 10th, 1920. 


The Bergmann Electricity Works.—It is reported that 
negotiations are proceeding in Germany with a view to the estab- 
lishment of a close connection between the Klockner group (Haspe 
Steel Co.. Lorraine Hutten Verein, &o.), and the Bergmann E eo- 
tricity Works, Oo. 


Wolfram Lamps.—The share capital of the Wolfram 
Lamp Co. of Augsburg, is teing increased to 5,000,000 marks 
to defray the cost of extending.the filament factory. 


Burglary.— The premises of the XTRA LiagrrxG Oo., 
Sunderland, were recently broken into, and a number of electric 
torches, &o., were stolen. By good fortune the managing director, 
Mr. A. J. Harrison, had occasion to return to the shop after the 
closing hour, and disturbed the thieves, ` 
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. Jugoslavia Electrification Development. —The following 
translation of an article from the Agramer Tageblatt of Jan. 20th, 
1921, has been received in the Department of Overseas Trade from 
the Commercial Secretary to His Majesty's Legation at Belgrade 
(Captain E. Murray Harvey) :— 

"For some time past the Ministries of Communications and 
Public Works have besn in consultation regarding the formation of a 
technical commission for the purpose of drawing up a plan for the 
electrification of Jugoslavia. Tais plan is now adopted, and all the 
general lines of the work have been laid down. Henceforth the 
State will have the first right to create any electrical undertaking, 
but private individuals may carry out electrical undertakinga 
where the State has not constructed such; the special per- 
mission of the Ministry of Public Works is necessary in such cases. 
The State is enabled, if necessary, to expropriate such individuals 
on condition of indsmnification. The State may also nationalise 
exist/ng uncertak ngs so far as is conducive to the above end. The 
upkeep of the transmission and cables devolves on the electrical 
administration of each Commune. The higheat advisory body on 
eleotri»al qu sti ons is th» El:ctro-technical State Council, which is 
comp.sed of 15 members and 16 depatisers (substitutes). The 
Council will inolude representatives from the Ministries of 
Gommere: and Industry, Public Works, Agriculture, Forestry, and 
Health, the Electro-technical Engineering Faculty, and the Liaw 
Society. As a means for controlling the revenue fron electric 
power, an electro-technical finance committee will be set up at the 
Ministry of Trade. The manner in which the Ministry of Works 
will carry out the scheme will be promulgated in a special order. 
As present conditions render this project very urgent, the pre- 
amble will -be jlaid before the Constituent Assembly as soon as 
drawn up.” 


. The Daimatian Bauxite Deposlts.— The deposits of 
bauxite in Dalmatia and Istria first attracted sp2cial attention 
during the war, when it was found necessary by Germany to repla e 
the French product. Exports of small quantities were first sent to 
Germany in 1916, the tonnage baing considerably increased in the 
following two years. Italian newspapers state that only the 
deposits in the vicinity of the sea, both in Dalmatia and Istria, 
have yet been worked, and the production only extends to a depth 
of a few metres. Nevertheless, the deposits are said to be very 
productive, and the question of establishing an aluminium industry 
in Dalmatia has been brought forward, as the deposits in this 
regioa alone a-e sufficient to justify the erection of a works, while 
the existing waterfalls would supply the necessary power. 


E.D.A. Activities.—Another bunch of pamphlets has 
reached us from the director and secretary of th» E.D.A. “The 
World's Right Hand is alittle review of man's deliverance from 
slavery ; the slavery of other men and that of circumstances which 
from the earliest times have forced him to employ laborious 
methods to a»complish his nesessary tasks. It leads up to the 
eleotrical era, and forecast: a brizh* future to b» brought about by 
electricity. Another leaflet illustrates a number of electrica! 
appliances, and says: There is an electrical appliance d scribed 
here that will interest you." "ED.A.72" shows how the fuss 
and trouble attendant upon that hardy perennial " spring cleaning " 
may be disposed of by electrical means. Two book markera deal 
with electric irons and lighting, and cooking is treated of in 
“A Messaze to the Honsewife Who Knows.” A pamphlet 
illustrated in colour exhorts the reader to Use Electricity —The 
Silent Servant, and emphasises the ease of control of electrical 
cooking operations, as well as the many other inherent advantages 
of this means of preparing food. These items can be obtained from 
the Director at 84, Kingsway, W. J. 2. 


Proposed Increases in Spanish Tariffs.— The Bulletin 
of the F.B.I. states that the reduction in freight rates to Spain, 
announced in January, shou'd do much towards the development 
of Anglo-Spanish trade. It is feared, however, that a serious 
check to such development may be presented by the duties imposed 
under the Revised Spanish Customs Tariff, to be issued shortly. 
It is u 1derstood that a provisional tariff, embodying the suggestions 
of ths Tariff Advisory Committee, will be substituted for the 
present tariff in March next. This will, in its turn, be succeeded 
by a permanent new tariff, which should have replaced the 1912 
tar.ff in 1917, but whose introduction has been delayed from year 
to year. Further inform ation—not yet confirmed—announoes the 
introduction of & permanent tariff in March, without the provisional 
stage. Opinion among Spanish consumers, who are anxious to 
reap the benefit of the present tendency for prices to fall, is 
strongly opposed to tariff increases. The iron and steel interests 
of the north and the textile ma1ufacturers of Catalonia, on the 
other hand, are pressing vigorously for a drastic heightening of 
the Spanish tariff wall. in order to ensure their war-time level of 
profite.- The F.B.I. is keenly alive to the urgency of the situation 
fróm the point of view of the British manufacturer. Firma 
interested in the Spanish trade are invited to communicate with 
the South European Section, at head office, as early as possible. 


New lIadian Companies. —A nong the new companies 
recently formed in India are the following :—The Kadi New 
Industrial and Eleotric Co., Kadi, Baroda, capital 250,000 rupees, to 
carry on business a3 engineers and pressers of jute, and to supply 
electricity, &.; the Sidhapur Electric Industrial Co., Sidhapur 
(Kadi), capital, 700,009 rupees, to manufacture cloth by electric 
power; the Electric and Automobile Engineering Co., Dolhi, capital 
3,000,000 rupees, and the East India Electrio Supply and Traction 


Co, 11, Portuguese Church: Street, Calcutta, capital 2,500,000 . 


rupees, 


Electrical Manufacture in Belgium: British and 
American Interest.—An account of the steps taken by British 
and United S:ates electrical manufacturing interests to participate 
in Belgian developments is given in a recently issued report by the 
American Consul-General at Brussels. The movement has, of 
course, for ita principal object the cap:ure of a share in the contracta 
for the e'ectrification of the Belgian State Railways. The centre 
of this electrical manufacturing industry is Ghent, where great 
activity has prevailed since the Armistice, largely through the 
influence of British and American engineers and financiers, Daring 
the year 1919 the two concerns most occupied before the war were 
entirely reorganised and merged into large international companies . 
with greatly increased capital. 

Three concerns are now engaged in the business: —" The Soc:é-é 
d' clestricité et de Mésanique " (international), the ''Construotions 
Electriques de Belgique (international), and the Ateliers de 
Constructions Electriques des Flandres.“ The flrat-named is the 
result of a merger which absorbed the Usines Carels Frè es (a 
pre-war Belgian company making Diesel engines), and its capital 
stock of 10,000,000 fr. The new company increased its cap tal to 
36,5 0,000 fr., an American, a British, and a French electrical manu- 
facturing company each having a quarter interest in the new oon- 
cern, Belgian banks and a large Belgian financial and industrial 
company are also interested. Its plans include the production on 
an increased scale of steam engines and Diesel engines, with the 
addition of electrical material, the latter being undertaken with 
the assistance of American experience and deaigns. 

In November, 1918, there was formed at Paris a company called 
the " Constructions Electriques du Rhone," for the purpose of con- 
stru sting electrical material. This concern secured a contract for 
using the patents and processes of the English Electric Co. The 
"Constructions Electriques du Rhone then increased its capital 
to 40,000,000 fr., and changed its name to “Constructions Elec- 
triq nes de France."  B.fore this, with a view to further extension, 
it hal created in Belgium a subsidiary company called the ''Sooiété 
Auxiliaire de Conetruc:ions Electriques de Belgique." Later, this 
company secured the help of the Compagnie Internatio- ale 
d' Electricité de Liege,“ and bought up the “Société Anonyme des 
Anciens Ateliers van den Kerchove," of Ghent. In April, 192), 
the "Compagnie Internationale d'Electricité," of Liége, and the 
" Etablissements van den Kerchove,” of Ghent, were merged under 
the name “Constructions Electriques de Belgique," with a capital 
stock of 40,000,000 fr. and administrative offices at Brussels. 
Before th» war the Etablissements van den Kershove” con- 
structedenzines and steam tarb:nes, Since fusion the plant is being 
greatly enlarged, and has included the construction of electrical 
materiai of all kinds. The English Electric Co. is helping both the 
French and the Belgian companies in every way possible, and is 
porfecting the plant at Ghent. A third company, the Ateliers de 
Constructions Eleotriques des Flandres," has b3en formed at Ghent 
lately with a capital stock of 2,000,009 fr., made up of 2,000 shares 
of 1,000 fr. each. Ita purpose is the manufacture and repair of 
electrical material, as well as the installation and production of 
electromotive power in all forms. 


Research Association for Cast Iron.—The S>cretary of 
the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research announoes 
that the Resarch Association for the Cast I-on and Allied- 
Industries has been approved by th» Department as complying with 
the conditions laid down in the Government scheme for the 
encou*azement of industrial research. As th» Association is to be 
registered as a non-profit-sharing company, the promoters have 
appliei to the Board of Trade for the issue of a licence under 
Seo. 20 of the Companies! (Consolidation) Aot of 1908. The 
secretary of the committee engaged in the establishment of this 
Association is Mr. Thomas Viokers, 174, Corporation Street, Bir- 
mingham. i : 


A Canadian Copper Works,—The Eugene F. Phillips 
Electrical Works, Ltd., of Montreal, is proceeding immediately 
with the construstioa of a copper rod rolling mill having a daily 
capacity of 100 tons. In designing the mill, provision has been 
made to allow for an extensioa for the rolling of copper sheets and 
the drawing of ooppor tubes, a3 well as for the erection of a small 
refinery to take care of the copper scrap from the mill, and also 
from the company's large wire and cable factory. For the 
immediate future the company wal import elestrolytic copper 
wire bars. but it is hoped that within the course of a few years 
these bars will be produced in Canada in sufficient quantities to 
make the electrical inlustry in the Dominion self-supporting so 
far as copper is concernel. Th» managing director of the firm is 
Mr. Lawford Grant, formerly with the British Insulated and 
Helsby Cab:es, Ltd. l 


British Iadastrial Films, &:., Wanted for Ualversity of 
Hoag-Kong.—Th3 Acting British Commero'al Secretary at Hong- 
Kong has been approached by the University of Hong-Kong for 
assistance in a new schema for commercial training, which has 
recently been started there. The course of study for the Degree of 
Bachelor of Commerce includes lectures on Industry, Trade and 
Transport. In connection with these, the University has expressed 
the desire to reseive from United Kingdom manufacturers for 
exhibition purposes laitern slides and, if possible, kinematograph 
films Ulustrative of the processes used in a number of industries, 
inclading textiles, tools and machines, Illustrated catalogues 
and large-sized photographs of works, &c., would also be welcomed, 
It will probably be of interest to United Kingdom manufacturers to 
supp'y the University with material of the natu-e indicated, and 
communications should be sent direct to Prof. W. J. Hinton, 
University of Hong Kong. 


P c—— —————  ————————————o————— áHHRÓHIÍ—9e 
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Flexible. —In their advertisement appearing in this issue, 
the EprsoN-SwAN HELEOTRIO Co., LTD., give certain particulars 
:for specifying size of conductors, quality of insulation, and finish, 
whioh are intended to form a uteful guide to buyers. 


Australian War Precautions Act Repealed.— An Act to 
repeal the War Precautions Act, 1914-18, was paseed by the 
Australian Commonwealth on December 2d last. Among the 
regulations which are still to be enforced are those relating to oom - 
panies, firms ard businesses. The protection of commerce and 
industry from undesirable outside influence is to be continued. If 
without the consent in writing of the Treasurer of the Common- 
wealth, any person seeks to secure the regist'ation of any company 
or firm, or any change in any firm or company already regis'ered, 
if such firm or company Ea: partners who are not natural-born 
British subjects, that person commits an offence. Thesame applies 
to the person who seeks to register in Australia any foreign com- 
pany or any firm or company with foreign capital. In other 
words, Australian industries are to be guarded against the free 
entry of non-Britich firms and money. Agents of overseas com- 
panies and firms are required to supply special annual returns 
within three months of the commencement of the Act, ard those 
subsequently appointed. within one month of their appointment or 
arrival in Australie. — Board of Trade Journal. 


Lead.— Messrs. James Forster & Co., reporting under 
date February 12th, stated :—“ Closing prices yesterday were 
£21 10s, for February and £22 for May, against £22 153. and 
#23 5s. respectively at the end of last week, representing a 
loss of 25s. on the week. Each day has feen a fall in values, and 
prices closed yesterday at the lowest. The metal 
certainly looks cheap at present values, but the gencral sentiment 
seems to be that prices will go still lower unless a much more 
active demand from consumers is forthcoming, ard that lead, like 
other metals, ia still largely influenced by the financial position is 
‘evidenced hy the fact that a fairly large arrival of the metal at 
once had a depressing effect on values.“ 


Trade-Unton Riva!ry, — According to tbe Sheffield 
Independent, lest week's discussions at York between representa- 
tives of the craft unions in railway workshops have practically led 
to & severance of relations between the N U.R. and the Shipbuildng 
and Engineering Federation of Trade Unions. The Central News 
Agency states that the craft unions have definitely decided that in 
no case will they permit their skilled members in a railway work- 

shop to be members of a general industrial union such as 
the N.U.B. 


Electrical Supplles in South Africa.—The S.. I. Mining 


and Engineering Journal, of January 22nd, says that dealers in 
electrical goods report business genera'ly as very slack. The 
shortage in gasfilled lamps bas not yet been relieved. Consign- 
ments of electrical materials are coming in well, and prices show a 
tendency to go down slightly. Plenty of Continental goods are 
arriving, and although these are very much cheaper than British 
wares, the tendency of the former is to go up, while the price of 
British gooda remains more or less stationary. Continental 
electrical materials are rising to-day. - 


Beanis Contracts.— The following are among the 
contracts that have been placed with Messes. Ep. BENNIS & Co, 
LTD, during the past two months :— 

8underland Corporation Electricity Works, Dunning Street, Sunderland — 
Six chain grate stokers, with coal-elevating plant for Woodeson water-tube 
boilers. 

Wimbledon Electricity Works, Durnsford Road, Wimbledon.—Four chain 

te stokers forspearing water-tube boilers ; ash elevating plant. 

Met-opolitan Railway Co., Power Station, Neasden.—Twelve chain grate 
stokers, adapted for torced draught, for Thompson's water-tube boilers (repeat 
order). 

Guest, Keen & Nettlefold, Ltd., for Power Station, Dowlais (per Angus 
Scott & Partners, Ltd.). —Complete "mechanical coal and ash- -handling plant, 
including r tary truck tippler; ro ary chain conveyor ; six '' Bennis"' auto- 
matic boiler elevators; six automatio '' Avery coal weighing machines; ash 
hoist. 


New -Italicn Companies.—There has been formed at 
-Berzamo the Socie'à delle Alte Valli Bergamasche. with a capital 
of 1 020,000 lire, for the production and distribution of electrical 
‘energy. - 

With a ospital of 2,000.00) lire, Mecviche, De Vecchi e Ca., 
-Bocie à Elettrica Agrigentina, have been embol'ed a company at 
Girgenti for the product:on snd distribution of e ectrical energy. 

There has been launched at Lecce the Società Elett. ica Industriale 
& EL. with a capital of 430,000 lire, for the production and dis- 
tribution of electric light and power. 

With a capital of 375, 000 lire. Ing. Granda. Rabossi e Ca. have 
been rezistered a company at Milan with the object of trading in 
electrical material and insulated conductors. 

There has been formed at Milan L'Italia, Società Anonima 
.Risca!damenti Elettrici Industriali S. A.P R I., for the manufacture 
of electric heating appliances. Capital 750,000 Jire. 

The Ora Elettrica. Società Anonima Orologi Elettrici haa been 
.Jaunched at Milan (Via Borromei 9). for the installation of electric 
clockwork for all purposes. The capital is 300,000 lire. 

A new company has just been formed at Borgosesia. Italy, with 
a capital of three million lire, and the title La Soc età Hidro- 
Blettrica de l'Arogna. 


Water Power of Rumanla.— A anii on this subject 
in Rumanian, and a translation of the more important passages, 
together with a small map, may be inspected by United Kingdom 
firms interested ọn application to tbe Inquiry Room, Department 
.9f Qverseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, Westminster, S.W. I. 


An Anti-Trade-Union Pollcy.— I hie Daily Naws states 
that the Association of Engireering and Shipbuilding Draught smen 
is protesting egainst the action of a number of firms in adopting 
superannuation schemes which contain a clause that the partici- 
pating employés must not be members of a Trade Union. A 
movement is being organised with the object of persuading 
technical and other workers not to participate in Any scheme 
which contains this prohibition. 


British Branch Works for Canada.—A mceting of tte 
British Empire Producers’ Organisation will be held at the offices, 
3, 5 & 7, Old Queen Street, S.W. 1, to-day, Friday, at 4 p.m., at 
which the chairman of council, Mr. Ben H. Morgan, will preside, 

and an address will be given by Mr. F. W. Field, H.M. Trade Com- 
missioner in Toronto, on " Canadian Industria! Development and 
the Establishment of Branch Works in the Dominion.” Anyore 
ord in Canadian affaire will be admitted on presentation of 
is card. 


Bock Notices. — “ Mechanical World Electriciau's 
Po:ket Book, 1921." Manchester: Emmott & Co. Prioe 2s. net — 
Among the important improvements made in the present issue of 
this handy work of reference is a lengthy section on motor starters 
and controllers, The previous matter has been rewritten and 
considerably extended. Other sections which have been rewritten 
and extended are those dealing with transmission conductors ard 
cables, wirirg systems and methods, and electric lifts, The section 
on electric heating and cooking has been added to. Another 
addition is & list of the principal abbreviations used in the 
volume, 

Bibliotheca (hemico- Mathematica, A catalogue of works in 
many tongues on exact aud applied science, with a subject index. 
Compiled and annotated by H. Z. and H. C. S. In two volumes; 
pp. xii + 964, and 127 plates. London: Henry Sotberan & Co. 
Price £338. net.—This remarkable catalogue was begun in 1906, and 
bas been growing ever since ; by the time the end of the alphabet had 
been reached so much more material was available that & supple- 
ment was begun, which eventually exceeded the original scheme in 
826 ; and when that was done, a final supplement was added, and 
the whole was indexed (the index alone occupies nearly 100 pages). 
It ia claimed that this work is the first historical catalogue of 
science pub ished in any oountry, giving the price of each book and 
many other particulars. It is, as a compiler's preface claims, of 
very considerable human interest, and constitutes a very valuable 
addition to the bibliographic literature available to the rcientiflc 
worker, embracing the whole field from the Middle Ages almost to 
the present day. The reproductions of plates and pages from 
ancient volumes are exceedingly interesting, full of quaint notions 
and ingenious devices, and—some of them—calling to our minds 
feelings of profound reverence for the triumphs of our forebears. 
We have before us, for example, the title-page of the firat issue of 
the first edition of Newton's Principia,“ published in 1686— 
fittingly described by the compiler as the greatest work on exact 
science ever published.” We have not space to linger over the 
literary and scientific riches of this catalogue, but we must offer 
our hearty congratulations to the compilers and publishers on the 
completion of a work of the greatest value to the scientific world. 


“The Electrical Contractor's Year Book for 1920-1921." London: 
The Electrical Contractors’ Association. Price 28. 6d. The new 
features of the present issue of this handbook include notes on the 
constitution and functions of the National Joint Industrial 
Council and District Councils for the Electrical Contracting 
Industry, and a memorandum of agreement between the N.F.E.A. 
and the E.T.U., August 7th, 1920, The working rules for the 
various districts have been amplified and brought up to date. The 
frontispiece is a portrait of Mr. P. Collinson, President of the 
Associations, 

“ Transactions of the Illuminating Engineering Society.” 
Vol. XV, No. 9. December 30.h, 1920. 880 pp. Easton (Penn- 
sylvania): The Society.— Part I of this volume deals with the 

activities of the various sections of the Society, and gives the 
personnel of Councils and Committees. Part II embodies a numb»r 
of papers of great value and diversity, including sapere on Recent 
Applications of Colour in Lighting," An Improved Method for the 
Illumina ion of Motion Picture Theatres” "' Measurement of 
Refls tion Fa tora" and Some Applications of the Photoelectric 
Celi to Practica! Photometry.” 


" Hydro-Electrio Development in Ortario.” By E. B Biggar 
(202 pp.) Ontario: The Bizgar Press, Ltd.—This volume is an 
historical survey of water power administration and develcpment 
under the Hsdro-Ele tric Power Commirsion of Ontario. Aftera 
dissertation on public ownership genera!ly of public utilities and 
roads, the author gives a number of in'eresting facta regarding 
water power in the Dominion and the United States. Then the 
history of the Commission and its work is traced step by step, 
showing a vast amount of energy and enterprise. The public life 
and achievements of Sir Adam Beck. the chairman of the Com- 
mission, form a chapter, and an appendix describes the laboratories, 
shops and inspection departments, with details of the conditions 
under which leases are granted. and a section dealing with future 
developments. A financial summary and a bibliography are also 
included. 


The Bulletin of the Hydro-Electric Power Commission of 
Ontario. Vol. VII, No. 9. November, 1920. (36 pp.).—This 
number contains articles on the purchase of the Toronto Power Co. 
and its sub:idiarica by the Commission, with a description of the 
plants and transmission systems ; also illus.rated rotes on the new 
Nipigon power development, and "Hydro Power in the St, 
Lawrence District.” 
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Proceedings of the Fourth Convention of the South Afrioan 
Association of Municipal Electrical Engineers, Pretoria, 1920. 
(76 pp.). Pretoria: Buckley & Van Duyn.—This gives a full 
account of the meetings and reports, as well as the President's 
address, and regulations framed by the Convention. 

Scientific Paper No. 404 of the U.S Bureau of Standards, Mag- 
netio Reluctivity Relationship as Related to Certain Structures of 
a Eutectoid.Carbon Steel.“ (19 pp) Washington: Government 
Printing Office. Price 5 oents.—Records of experiments carried 
out upon samples of steel under various heat treatmenta. 

" Automotive Engineering." Part 1. February 15th, 1921. 
(12 pp) London: The Standard Air Press, Ltd. Price 6d. net.— 
This is the first of a series of 26 fortnightly iesues of & publication 
designed to supply the latest data bearing on all branches of 
automotive engineering. The present number contains notes on th» 
compression and expansion of ga:es, the design of laminated 
springs, materials, &a. 

“The Metropolitan-Vickers Gazette.“ Vol. VI, No. 94. January, 
1921. (24 pp.) Price 1s., post free.— This issue contains, inter alia, 
articles on “Testing Equipment for Large Electrical Machines," 
by E. P. Hill, B.Sc(Tech.), A.M.LEE., and a reprint from the 
Electrician, "Comparison of Weleh and American Practice in 
Electrically-driven Tin Plate Rolling Mills,” by W. E. Taylor. 
The index to Vol. V is issued with this number of the " Gazette.” 

* An Introduction to Technical Electricity." By S. G. Starling. 


Pp. xii + 182; figs. 158. London: MacMillan & Co., Ltd. 


Price 3a. 6d. 

“Small Single Phase Transformers." 
Pp. x + 96; 40 figs. Price 2s. 6d. net. 

" Elementary Principles of Continuous Current Armature Wind- 
ing." By F. M. Denton. Pp. x + 102; 44 figs. Price 2s, 6d. net. 
London : Sir I. Pitman & Sons, Ltd. 


A Bradford Exhibition. — The Bradford Corporation 
electricity department has a big display of electrical apparatus at 
the Bradford Grocers’ Exhibition now being held. Among the 
applianoes shown are vacuum cleaners, electric washing machines, 
toasters, i and heating apparatus, coffee grinders, meat 
minoers and eleotrically-driven sewing machines. The display of 
indirect and semi-indirect electric lighting also is very pleasing 
and interesting. The stand is one of the moat attractive in the 
exhibition. 

The Cuban Market.—The Electrical Review of Chicago 
states that, owing to the increasing use of electricity and the oom- 
paratively slight development of the electrical market in Cuba, the 
island presents an important field for the sale of electrical appli- 
ances and fixtures ofall kinds. The elimination of German rivalry 
has left the United States practically sole occupant with a firmly 
established footing. There are practically no electrical manu- 
facturers in Cuba, and only a few minor concerns make chandeliers 
and drop lights, which are in great demand. 


Italian Workmen Directors.— Signor Giolitti, on Feb- 
ruary 8th, presented to the Chamber a Bill for the supervision of 
industries by workmen's committees of nine members elected by 
the workmen for three years. The preamble defines the objects of 
the Bill, to give working men a knowledge of how industries are 
worked, to improve their technical education, ensure the applica- 
tion of the Factory acts, and to ameliorate methods of production 
and the relations between Capital and Labour.— Morning Post. 


Babcock Works in Australia.— Messrs. BABCOCK AND 
WILCOX have purchased 20 acres at Regent's Park, New South 
Wales, on which they intend to erect & boiler-making and engi- 
neering factory, costing £100,000. A thousand men will ultimately 
be employed.—Reuter’s Trade Service (Melbourne). 


Fire.—The contents of the electrical fittings shop at 


Messrs. HENRY BESSEMER & Co.'s Forge, Bolton, were destroyed 
by a mysterious fire on February 9th. 


South American Trade.—We have received from the 
London and Brazilian Bank, Ltd. (London), a copy of its quarterly 
trade reports (No. 12) from South America and Portugal, to 
Janvary, 1921. 


By E. T. Painton. 


LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Aberystwyth. CHAN dE OF OwNERSHIP.—At a meeting 
of the Town Council on February 8th, a letter was received from 
Mr. Holroyd, owner of the Pier, asking for the formal consent of 
the Council to the proposed purchase, by the writer, of the under- 
taking of the Aberystwyth and Chiswick Electricity Supply Co., 
which supplies lighting and powertothe town. The matter was 
considered in committees. 


Aberdeen,— STREET LiGHTING.—Owing to the excessive 
cost of electric light standards, the Lighting Committee is experi- 
menting with lamps suspended from overhead wires. If satisfactory 
results are obtained, King Street is to be illuminated in this manner 
for a great part of its length. : 


Ammanford. — PuROHASE OF UNDERTAKING. — After 
protracted negotiations, the Urban Council has finally purchased 
the Ammanford Eleotricity Supply Works from ita owner, Mr. W. 
Herbert, at the figure of £14,376. The Council is now applying 
for an order enabling it to generate and distribute electricity 
within its area, 


Australia.a—THe MonwELL POWER Scueme.—Two Bills 
were placed before the Viotorian Legislative Assembly on December 
14th last. The first provided for the raising of a seoond loan of 
£1,430,000 with which to carry out the Morwell (brown coal) 
power echeme. The capital cost of the scheme, which aims at a 
plant capacity of 45,000 kW, is estimated at £1,768,029, excluding 
terminal stations; the latter will cost another £230,000. It is 
proposed to supply power to areas at a maximum distance of 250 
miles. The second Bill dealt with the constitution of the Elec- 
tricity Commiesion, on which it was proposed to arpoint General 


Sir John Monash, chairman, to be assisted by the three then existing . 


Commissioners. 

TASMANIA.—Mr, J. H. Butters, chief engineer and general 
manager of the Tasmanian Hydro-Electric Department, has sub- 
mitted his report for the year ended June 30th last. The accounts 
record a total revenue of £60,575. Working expenses and capital 
charges amounted to £55,179, leaving a balance carried to deprecia- 
tion suspense account of £5,396. About £3,000 was made by the 
Operations Branch, and the balance by the Hobart District Branch, 
which is considered satisfactory. Work on the Great Lake Dam 
has been held up on account of the delay in delivery of the neces- 
sary cement, but it is hoped to bring the dam up to the 20-ft. level 
durivg the present summer, and to complete it by next summer. 
The Waddamana Canal has been widened, and the work is 
to be completed in proper time. The Risdon sub-station has been 
designed, and the plant is on order. Time lost during the war has 
been partly made up for in the amplication of the Hobart distri- 
bution system, and the route for the Launceston transmission line 
has been laid out and clearing has started; a specially-designed 
steel tower is being employed on this line. Difficulty has been 
experienced in finding a suitable site for the Arthur's Lakes dam, 
but the problem has now been solved, and tenders are being invited 
for the construction of the dam. During the year it was found 
necessary to increase substantially the salaries of some of the 
officers, as it was found that in many cases the men working under 
them were receiving higher rates of pay. 


Barnsley.—Loan SaNcCTIONED.—The Town Council has 
received permission to borrow £14,200 for electricity purposes. 


Barrow.—Loan SANcTIONED.—The Electricity Com- 
missioners have forwarded formal sanction to the borrowing of 
£35,000 for the purposes of the electricity undertaking, on the 
understanding that actual details of the expenditure will be 
furnished in due course, and so far as the item of £32,500 for 
radiators is concerned, on the condition that the total sums 
expended and received, including interest and sinking fund; shall 
be shown separately in the published accounts each year. 


Canada. EXTENSIONS AT WINNIPEG. — The Chief 
Engineer of Winnipeg has contributed to the Electrical News some 
interesting details of the extensions being carried out to the city's 
electrical undertaking. The original installation consisted of five 
hydraulic turbo-generators, each of 5,200 h.p., with two 400-h p. 
exciters and two banks of transformers ‘each of 9,000 kW capacity. 
Later, three 6,800-h.p. machines and one 9,000-kW three-phase 
transformer were installed. In 1920 the contract wa; let for the 
completion of the power house building, consisting of an extension 
to the generator room 268 ft. long, 63 ft. wide and 60 ft. high. 


This extension will house eight 7,000-h.p. units, two 18.000-kW 


transformer banks and the necessary switchgear and controlling 
apparatus. The completed building will then house a plant having 
a capacity of over 100,000 h.p. The estimated oost of the present 
extensions is $300,000. 


Continental. —SwITZERLAND.—The Commercial Secre- 
tary to H.M. Legation at Berne states that there are now in opera- 
tion in Switzerland 16 power stations which produce a minimum of 
20,000 h.p. The Lóntsch Works (Glaris), recently enlarged, is the 
greatest power producer, but owing to the irregularity or excessive 
diminution of water pressure at certain times its production is 
stayed considerably for some months in the year. It is equipped 
for an output of 66,000 h.p. The control exercised by the State is 
inoonsiderable, and there has been no unity of direction in the con- 
sideration of water-power schemes, which have been taken in hand 
by the railways, by cantons, towns, or industrial groups (or by 
combinations of one or more of these). An official summary shows 
that there is approximately 4,000,000 h.p. available, of wbich only 
about 720,000 h.p. is being utilised. According to these figures 
only 18 par cent. of Swiss potentialities in this sphere had been 
realised up to the close of 1919. Since the commencement of 1920 
the increased power obtained represents, perhaps, another 2 per 
cent., so that there remains approximately 80 per cent. of Swiss 
water-power capacity to be turned to account.— Board of Trade 
Journal. 

FRANCE.—À new agreement is proposed between the Paris 
Municipal Council and the Compagnie Parisienne de Dis- 
tribution d'Electricité for the purpose of ensuring the most 
economical working of the latter's undertaking in the general 
interest. The scheme also aims at the reduction of the prices to 
0°85 fr. per kW-hour in the first place, and eventually to the pre- 
war charge, 0°70 fr. per k W- hour. 

NoRWAY.—The Commissions appointed by the Norwegian and 
Danish Governments to study the que«tion of the transmission of 
electricity from Norway to Denmark have held their first joint 
meetings, and discussed the bases of further oo-operation.— Reuter's 
Trade Service (Copenhagen). 

GREECE.—On February 6th the tramway and gasworks employés 
ceased work, and on February lOth were joined by the men of the 
electric power works and the Athens Piræus Railway. The Govern- 
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ment were threstened to mobilise the strikers if the terms offered 
them were not acoe ‘ 

The strikes were finally ended by the intervention of the King, 
who championed the cause of the atrikers. 


Doucaster.— Loan SaANOTIONED.— The Electricity Com- 
missioners have sanctioned the borrowing of £8,665 for the 
provision’ of transformer equipment, mains and services for the 
Carr House Estate. 


Dorchester. — PURCHASE oF UNDERTAKING.— It is 
reported that the draft agreement whereby the Council is to purchase 
the local undertaking of the Dorset Electric Supply Co. has been 
approved by the Lighting Committee. The Council is to take over 
the books of the company and all contracts if these are found to be 
fair. It is expected to complete the transfer by June 1st next, and 
sanction is being sought to borrow £16,000. for the purpose. 


Donblane.— ELECTRICITY SuPPLY.— The Town Council 
has assented to an order being obtained by a local company for the 
purpose of providing a supply of electricity for the town, on con- 

.dition that the Council does not waive its rights to grant powers 
to another company, or to apply for an order itself. 


Ealing.—Execreiciry AND. Hovusine.—It is compulsory 
for all tenants of the new local municipal houses to use only elec- 
tricity for lighting purposes. 


Eton.—SUPPLY BY OVERHEAD CaBLES.—The Rural 
District Council has consented to the extension of the overhead 
cables to Farnham by the Slough and District Electric Supply Co., 
by which electricity will be supplied to the parish. 


Fareham.— YEAR’s WorRKING.—The accounts of tbe 
electricity undertaking for the year ended March 31st last show a 
total income of £3,427 and working expenses amounting to £2,977, 
leaving a gross profit of £450. Capital charges, with a debtor 
balance from the previous period, absorbed £1,566, leaving a net 
deficit of £1,116. 


Guisborough (Yorks.).—BuLk SUPPLY APPROVED.— 
The Urban District Council has decided in favour of obtaining a 
supply of electricity in bulk from a power company, and the clerk 
has been instructed to ascertain the cost of an order to distribute a 
supply in the area. 


Harrogate.—LoAN, &o.—The Town Council decided on 
February 8th, at a special meeting, to oppose the Harrogate Gas 
Co.'s Bill which is being promoted in Parliament. The Council 
has resolved to apply for sanction to borrow £2,500 for electric 
lighting services, and a like amount for transformers; it was also 
decided to ask for sanction to borrow £39,486 for extensions to the 
electricity works generating plant. 


Heywood.—MINIMUM CHARGE INCREASED.— The Town 
Oounoil has confirmed a proposal of the Electricity and Tramways 
Committee to increase the minimum charge for any consumer of 
electricity from £1 to 42. 


Huddersfleld.—ExTEN8ION or AREA or SuPPLY.—The 
Corporation is applying to the Electricity Commissioners for a 
special order authorising it to extend the supply of electricity 
to the urban districts of Kirkheaton, Lepton, Kirkburton, Meltham, 
and Slaithwaite. 


Hull, — EXTENSION oF Supply ARRA.— A special 
meeting will precede the March meeting of the City Council to 
consider the propriety of applying to the Electricity Com- 
missioners for a special order authorising the Corporation to supply 


electricity at Anlaby, North Ferriby, Melton, Welton. Swanland, 


Willerby, Kirkella, and Westella.— astern Morning News, 


Ilford.— CLAIIN AGAINST CORPORATION.—An Ilford 
firm ie claiming damages from the District Council owing to the 
failure of the Council to supply eleotrio power to the firm's factory 
during the recent strike.— The People. 


likley.—ExTENSIONS.—À0 a recent meeting of the 
Council a letter from the Electricity Commissioners was read, 
desiring that the extensions being carried out at the electricity 
works should be oonfined to the minimum necessary for the 
housing of & 170-kW set, for which & loan was sanctioned 
last year. This is in consequence of the negotiations with the 
Keighley Corporation for & bulk supply; the Commissioners do 
not wish further extensions to be made if a supply can be arranged 
to meet adequately the needs of the town. 


Keighley. — ExTENBION oF SUPPLY.— A contract has 
been entered into between the Oraven and District Private Tele- 
phone Co. Ltd., and the Keighley Corporation for the supply of 
electricity at 6,600 V from Keighley to Eastburn, for the purpose 
of supplying Messrs. Dixon’s stone quarries, near the latter village. 
It is understood that eventually the system will be extended to the 
village itself, as well as to Steeton, Silsden, and Crosshills. 


Kingston-on-Thames.—Paice INCREASR.—The decision 
of the Oorporation to increave the charge for electricity for 
lighting from 8d. to 1s. has received the sanction of the Elec- 
tricity Oommissioners. The fact that the increased charge is 
retrospective to September has called forth a storm of protest 
from all classes of consumers, and many meetings have been held, 


London.— HaMMERSMITH.—The Finance Committee of 
the London County Council has been informed hy the Electricity 
Commissioners that the Hammersmith Borough Council wishes to 
borrow £174,000 for extension of generating plant, and the 
Commissioners ask for the London County Council's observations 
upon the question of the outstanding debt on the plant to be 

laced. Five old generating sets are to be scrapped, and a large 
second-hand set is to be purchased in lieu of them, the balance of 
cost being met from revenue acoount. The Council has replied 
that there is no financial objection to this course provided that if 
the estimated life of the second-hand set is less than the outstanding 
period for the repayment of the existing loans on the sets to be 
sold, the repayment period be correspondingly reduced. 

With reference to the bulk supply of electricity which the Council - 
agreed to furnish to the Chiswick Electricity Supply Corporation, 
Ltd., for general purposes, in addition to that taken by it for a 
supply to a factory in its area, for some time past, negotiations 
have been in progress with the Electricity Commissioners. The 
town clerk and the borough electrical engineer recently attended 
before the Commissioners in order to consider representations sub- 
mitted by the Metropolitan Electric Supply Oo., Ltd., to the effect 
that it was the proper authority to give the supply, and that, 
consequently, the agreement should be terminated upon the expira- 
tion of three years. After hearing the arguments of both sides, 
the Commissioners approved the draft agreement submitted to 
them, with the addition of a proviso relating to the maximum 
demand. 

HACKNEY.—The accounts of the electricity undertaking for the 
year ended March 31st last record a total income from all sources 
of £118,572, as compared with £115,883 in the previous year. 
Working expenses totalled £76,163, as against £67,805, leaving a 
gross profit of £42,409 (£48,078). Loan charges, bank interest, 
and other payments amounted to £39,707 (£38,469), and the result 
was a net profit of £2,754, a considerable decline from the previous 
year’s figure—£9,609. The number of units generated and sold 
fell from 16,217,325 to 14,774,198. The closing down of the 
National Projectile Factory deprived the undertaking of a very 
valuable bulk load. This would have been replaced by ordinary 
consumers but for delays in the provision of new mains und sub- 
station plant. 


New Zealand.— Loca, SuPPLY AUTHORITIES.—The 
Commonwealth Engineer reproduces statistics regarding local 
authorities’ electricity undertakings from the report of the Chief 
Electrical Engineer of the Dominion. The figures show that more 
than half of the total plant capacity is hydro-electric in character. 
The exact figure is 23,998 kW, or 52:4 per cent. Steam plant is 
next in order with a capacity of 16,122 kW, or 352 per cent, The 
dominant system of supply is a.c. three-phase, 50 cycles, repre- 
senting 58'3 per cent. of the whole, while the d.c. three-wire 
system at 460 volte constitutes 24°6 per cent., leaving but a small 
proportion of non-uniform supplies at various frequencies. In 
these circumstances it is not surprising that the three-phase 
50-cycle system has been adopted as a standard to which all future 
developments will conform. In two years’ time it is estimated 
that 75 per cent. of the installed plant will be of this type. It is 
stated that out of 65 plants, 27 were operating at a profit after 
payment of capital charges, and to remedy the condition of the 
balance of the plants, economy in operation, increased output and 
higher charges are recommended. The load factor and output are 
higher in the South Island owing to the cheaper cost of pro- 
duction. The average cost per unit sold is 1°3d. in the South 
Island, and 2'4d. in the North. 

LAKE COLEBIDGE.—The annual report upon the Lake Coleridge 
hydro-electric undertaking shows that the total revenue rose from 
£37,324 to £45,831, representing an excess over all charges of 
£3,585, which is the first credit balance for five years. The total 
connected load increased from 23,992 kW to 30,854 kW, and the 
highest simultaneous load reached 7,066 kW—an 18 per cent. 
overload. 


Nottingham.— TEMPORARY STATION.—To meet immediate 
needs while the large station at Clifton is being erected, the 
Council hss decided to provide a temporary station, with a capacity 
of 4,000 kW, on the site, at a cost of about £50,000. : 

The Colwick Park Estates Co. recently applied to the Electricity 
Commissioners for permission to erect a power station of its own, 
but the Commissioners requested it to approach the Corporation 
with a view to obtaining a bulk supply. The Corporation is 
accordingly asking for powers to extend its area of supply to the 
Colwick Park Estates and other districts which it is deemed 
desirable to include. 


Perth.—ExTENSIONS.—Às a result of the inquiry by 
Ool. Ekin, the Electricity Commissioners recommend the early 
installation of a 1,000-kW generating set, and that the question of 
a new boiler be considered as well. The Electricity Committee 
has accordingly requested the Town Council to apply for sanotion 
toaloan of the necessary amount to carry the recommendations 
into effect. The electrical engineer estimates the requirements at 
between £40,000 and £50,000. 


Rochdale.—ELEectTricrry IN SANITARY DEPARTMENT.— 
In connection with the Corporation's application for sanction to 
borrow £19,500 for installing plant and effecting improvements at 
the sanitary works, the superintendent's proposals include the pro- 
vision of an electrically-driven aerial runway or ropeway for the 
conveyance of ash and clinker, at a cost of £5,000, an enclosed high- 

engine coupled to a 100-kW dynamo, and motors, at an 
estimated cost of £4,500, 
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St. Andrew's.—PRIOB INCREASR.— Regarding a recent | 


inquiry at St. Andrew's into the application by the Electric 
Supply Corporation for an increase in the lighting charges, 
it was stated at a Town Oouncil meeting that were the increases 
allowed, St. Andrew's consumers would be called upon to make up 
the deficit in other places where the company was not making 
a profit 


Sunderland. —Loan. — The Town donaei is applying to 
the Electricity Commissioners for sanotion to borrow £12,000, 
which is the amount estimated to be necessary to meet aub- 
station requirements upon capital account during the ensuing three 

years, 


Wanstead (Essex). — SUGGESTED ELECTBRIOITY SCHEME. 
—The Urban District Council has referred to & special Committee 
the question of securing a supply of electricity for the town. l 


:Warrington.—BREaKING-UP or ROAD.—In laying the 
necessary cables for asupply of electricity to the works of Messrs. 
N. Greening & Sons, the Electricity Department has found it 
necessary to open up a new road. The Paving Committee has 
objected to this, pointing cut that before the road was completed, 
notices were sent to all departments likely to be affected to enable 
them to lay any pipes or cables that would become necessary. 
The chairman of the Electricity and Tramways Committee stated 
that Messrs. Greening had been app:oached at that time, but did 
not require asupply. The Corporation was bound to give a supply 
if it was able to do so. | 


rs 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


' Blackpool.—CoLLiSI0N.— T wo tramcars on the Black- 
pool to Fleetwood tramway route collided in the fog on February 9th. 
The fronts were damaged, but the drivers escaped with alight 
injury ; several passengers complained of shock, l 


Bradford.—INQUIRY INTO ACCIDENT.—The inquiry as to 
the cause of the recent tramway accident in the Idle Road district, 
in which a tramear overturned and injured about 40 passengers, 
was held at Bradford on February 10th by Major Hall, R.E., of the 
Ministry of Transport. The testimony of the driver of the car, 
Fred Benson, was that the fog was so thick as to obscure the land- 
marks, and that he had lost his bearings when the car struck the 
points. The car was being driven at reduced speed because of the 
fog, and despite the application of the brakes, it continued its 
course off the rails until it struck a wall : nd overturned. The 
points were found to be in good order after the accident, as was 
also the car gear. 1 W s report will be published i in due 
course, 


- Burnley.—TRA0K RENEWALS.—In view cf the financial 
position of the tramway undertaking, the Committee has arranged 
to spread the work of relaying the lines over six years instead of 
three. Residents only are to be engaged on the work. 


Chile.—Rar.wAY ELECTRIFICATION.— The Gedern 
has postponed the final date for sending in tenders for the elec- 
trifloation of the railways, in consequence of several British firms 
desiring to compete for the work. Reuter.: 


Continental.—ITaLy.—Work is steadily progressing on 
the electrification of the railway system between Trieste and Pola. 
An electricity distribution system is alto being established through- 
out. the  Bas-Ferranese and Bas-Polesine districts, with the 
object of substituting electricity for steam, puro arly in con- 
nection with agricultural operations. 


Cork.—Tramway DispuTe.—The Corporation has par sed 
a resolution approving of the appointment of a committee consisting 


of a representative of the Corporation, one of the tramway com- 


pany, and one of the tramway men on strike, to investigate the 
demand for increased wages and arrange for a settlement, the 
strikers to resume work meantime at a 3s. a week increase. 


Dublin.—TRAMwAT EurLOTES DEMAND.—The employ és 
of the Dublin Electrio Tramways Co., Ltd., have ballotted on the 
question of a strike unless the demand for the 12s. increase wae 
acceded to; 1,055 voted in favour, and 37 against. They have 
decided to withhold their notices, as the Ministry of Labour is 
intervening. and it is genera hoped that a e e 
will be reached. 


Edinburgh.— ELECTRIFICATION OF TRAMWAYS.—Àt a 
recent meeting of the Corporation, several motions urging the 
electrification of tramways were put forward. The routes which 
were selected for conversion were that from Hanover Street to 
Goldenacre, to join the Leith system, and that from Goldenacre to 
Queen Street. 


Halifax.—Track RENEwaLs.—It is estimated that there 
will be a loss on the tramway undertaking of about £9,000 for the 
present financial year, The effect of the increased fares has not 


yet been felt. A Sub-Committee recommends that the Tram ways 
Committee should arrange for the renewal of the tramway track on 
several of the principal routes during the next three years, The 
cost of this will approach £200,000, and £90,000 of this may have 
to be included in the next financial year. 


" 
, 


Hull.—Nxw Tracxk.—With a view to relieving the 
congestion in the centre of the city, the Tramways Oommittee 
after considering several schemes at a special meeting, has adopted 
one which will involve the laying of a double line in a EEA 
of Jameson Street. 


Lancashire and Yorkshire Rallway.— The pat for 
1920 gives the following particulars :—Trains worked by electric 
power, 233, with 18,445 seats; electric. traction mileage run, 
2,254,421, against 1.968, 058 in 1919, Estimated further capital 
expenditure on electrio power stations &c., £89,200 ; M 
£132,700. 


Lancaster.— ACCIDENT INSURANCE.— The desirability of 
being adequately insured against third.party risks was dem n- 
strated at the meeting of the Town Council, on February 9th. 
when it was agreed to pay £1,170 compensation to the widow and 
children of Thomas Stackhouse, a pedestrian killed by a runaway 
car on the Bowerham route, on September 27th, 1920, The 
policy only gave £5(0 in case of death and £2,000 for any one 
accident, so that the Corporation loses £670. It was pointed out 
that if 20 had been killed, the loss which would have fallen on 
the shoulders of the Corporation would have been about £18,000. 


Liverpool, — Contract witu L. & N.W. RAILWAY.— 
The Corporation has renewed its agreement with the London and 
North-Western Railway Co. for tlie supply of electrical energy for 
a further period of 12 months. 


London.— REPORT UPON ARCING.—A Ministry of Trans- 
port Inspector has reported on the causes of the excessive elec- 
trical arcing which took place on the London Electric Railway on 
November 7th last between Piccadilly Oircus and Oxford Circus 
stations. The train in question was composed of three trailer cars 
with a motor-car at each end. The arcing commenced under the 
front car, and gave rise to heavy fumes and smoke, and the train 
was brought to a halt in a tunnel, and passengers were transferred 
to another. Although nobody was seriously affected, several 
employés experienced ill-effecta for some days afterward. It 
appeara that the trouble was due to the fracture of the connecting 
cable of one of the shoes at a point where a nietal sleeve connector 
tad been fitted. It was admitted that this form of connection was 
unsuitable in character, and that all shoe cables in which the 
sleeve had been used were being replaced. On the same evening, 
fusing of a leas serious character occurred on the same line, but in 
this case it was found to be due to the breaking down of the insu- 
lation of a negative shoe, The Inspector states that: "these two 


cases illustrate how rapidly atmospheric conditions in a tube, as 


the result of electrical fusing, become noxious, if not actually 
dangerous. Electrical pressure in such an emergency must, there- 
fore, be removed at the earliest possible moment.” The company is 
to be asked to atate the results of experiments in connection with 
devices for a more direct interruption of the supply, in such oases, 
upon the section of line occupied. 


COMPETITION FOR DESIGNS FOR Naw L.C.O. ELECTRIC TRAM- 
CARS.— The report of Mr. A. L. C. Fell, the general manager of the 
L. O. O. tramways department, and Mr. J. P. Crouch, general 
manager Metropolitan Carriage and Wagon Oo., Ltd., etates that 
no one of the proposals submitted is of sufficient mertt to justify 
serious consideration or adoption, nor does any design submitted 
offer any material improvement on the existing standard type of 
car from any point of view. There is also a conspicuous dearth of 
proposals in respect of the electrical equipment, and tracks or 
bog ies; so much so that in the majority of cases, a complete lack 
of electrical and mechanical ‘knowledge is apparent with regard to 
these most important features of car design.. The assessors state 
that in their opinion the result of the competition is distinctly 
disappointing, in that nothing really new, and at the same time 
practical, has been suggested. 


HAMMERSMITH.—The L.C.C. has given the Borough Council 


sanction to borrow £788 for the provision of the necessary charging 


plant for the recently-purchased electric vehicles. The present 
cost of charging is 4d. a unit, and it is estimated that the price per 
unit will fall to 13d. when the charging set is installed, 


Neweastle.— RAILwAT ELECTRIFICATION. — A corres- 
pondent of the Newcastle-upon-Tyne Daily Chronicle etates that a 
start will be made shortly with the work of converting the main line 
between Newcastle and Darlington to electric traction, which will 
be extended later to York. This important projeot with which it 
has now been decided to proceed is only one of the several schemes 
for the improvement of the North-Eastern Railway cervices that 
are being considercd. f 


Sunderland. — PARCEL Transport.——The Sunderland 
District Tramways Co. has instituted a system of parcels transport 
from Sunderland to the villages in the district served by ita 
cars. The scale of charges is :— Up to 7 lb., 3d. a package for any 
distance; 7 to 14 lb, bd. ; 14 to 28 lb., 7d. ; and 28 to 56 lb., 9d. 
The Sunderland Corporatiun, over whose track the parcels ave 
carried as far as Grangetown, will penent financially by the 
scheme. 
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. TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Austria.—CABLR Rates DoUBLED.— The Times announces 
that, as from February 15th, the rates for cable telegraph messages 


to all foreign countries, except those bordering on Austria, were 
doubled. 


Germasy.— WIRELESS SERVICE TO ENGLAND.—A public 
wireless service between this country and Germany was begun early 
this month. The transmitting station on this side is at Stone- 
haven, Scotland, and the main telegraph office at Berlin acta as the 
German station, Messages banded in at Berlin are sent by wire to 
` Konigs-Wusterhausen, where they are automatically transmitted 
by wireless. The receiving station at Tetlow automatically trans- 
fers the mesages to Berlin by wire. Telegrams are received 
5 5 and 8 p. m., the charges being the same as the cable tolls. 
— mes. 


Sweden.— ANGLO-SWEDISH WIRELESS COMMUNICATION. 
—Dagensnyheter learns that a new telegraphic route between 
Stockholm and Stonehaven, Scotland, will shortly be inaugurated. 
Telegrams w.ll be sent by special wire from Stockholm to the 
wirelees station at Karlsborg, whence they will be automatically 
trarsferred and transmitted by wireless.— Reu'er's Trade Service 
(Stockholm). 


Telephone Service.— NEW CHABOGES.— With regard to 
the new charges for telephone service, notices are being issued to 
terminate many yearly agreements three, six, or nine months before 
the course of the agreement bas been run, and the P.M.G. states 
that subscribers will be entitled, in the event of a discontinuance 
of the service, to a rebate for the unexpired portion of the period. 


U.S. A. —CABLRN COMMUNICATION CONFERENCE. — The 
Cable Communications Conference, which adjourned last December, 
was to meet again on February lith at Washington, says the 
Morning Pos, at the instance of Mr. Davis, Acting Secretary of 
State and Chairman of the Confererce. In the absenoe of Sir 
Auckland Geddes, the First Secretary of the Embassy will represent 
Great Britain. The American Government is anxious that an 
agreement shall be reached before the present Administration goes 
out of ‘office. 


Á- 


CONTRACTS. OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The date giren in parentheses at the end of the paragraph indicates 
the iste of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW in which the “ Official 
Notice” appeared.) 


OPEN. 


Aberdare.— March 4th. Urban District Council Elec- 
tricity and Tramways Department. Stores for one year, including 
cable, meters, lamps, &o. (February lith.) 


Australla.— MELBOURNE.— March 2nd and 9th. Vic- 
torian Railways. Reactances and condensers (for power signalling), 
electric crabs and equipment for cranes." 

BrisBaNe.—March 30th, P. M. G. Department. Switchboard 
apparatus and parta,” 


Belfast. — February 26th. Tramways Committee. 
Tramway stores, including electrical accessories, cable, lamps 
carbon brushes, &o. (January 28th.) 

Tramways Committee. Two 50u-kW, 500/550-V converters. (See 
this issue.) 


Belginm.— February 26th. The municipal authorities of 
Nfl-Seipt-Vinoent (Province of Brabant) Establishment of an 
eleotricity distribution system in the town. Particulars may be 
obtained from, and tenders are to be sent to, La Maison 
Commurnale . 


Craydon.— March 7th. Electricity Department. Two 
natural draught cooling towers. (See this issue.) 


London.— H.M. Office of Works. February 21st. Supply 
of electric bell fittings for six months. (February 11th.) 

March 2nd. Six or twelve months’ supply of electric lamps. 
(See this ist ue.) | | 

CAMBERWELL.—February 28th. Libraries Committee.  Instal- 
ling electric light, &o., in the Central Library, Peckham Road, 
S.E. (See this issue.) 


Manchester.— April 4th. Electricity Committee. 83,000 
and 6,600-V switchgear, induction :egulators, &c., for controlling 
sub-stations of large capacity. (See this issue.) 


New Zealand. — WELLINGTON. — March Ist. Public 
Works Tender Board. Seven 4,000-kVA single-phase transformers, 
with accessories, for Lake Coleridge electric power scheme." 

Maroh 5th. Government Railway Department. Two overhead 
travelling cranes.* . 
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Portsmomth.—Electricity Supply Department. Three 
1,500-kVA Scott-connected transformer groups, 3-phase, 6,600.V 
switchgear, (February 11th.) 


South Africa, — PRETORIA.— March 10th. Municipal 
Council. One 20-ton overhead crane, six boilers (350-Ib. working 
pressure), three 3,000-kW steam turbo-generators with condensing 
plant, five 750-kW converters. Further particulars can be obtained 
from Mr. T. C. Wolley-Dod, general manager, electric lighting 
department. Specifications (five guineas) from the town clerk. 

May 3rd. S.A. Railways and Harbours. Plant for the electrifi- 
cation of the Cape Town-Simonstown and Durban and Pieter- 
maritzburg Ruilways. (February 11th.) 


Stockton-on-Tees. — February 28th. District Fund. 
Gas and Electricity C«mmittees. Articles and stores for six 
months. (See this issue.) l 


Uruguay.—MoNTE VipEo.— March 29th. State Power 
House. Single and three-phase meters.* 

March 31st. A telegram from H.M. Minister at Monte Video 
(Sir O. C. Mallet, C.M.G.), to the Department of Overseas Trade, 
states that general tenders are Invited until March 81st for the con- 
struction of the projected port works at Paysandu, for which an 
expenditure of $280,457 30 has been sanctioned. The cor struction 
of a dyke, the acquisition of electrical handling and lifting 
apparatus, the extension of the mole and the ccnstruotion of 
anchoring grounds, are included in the scheme. 


* A copy of the specification, &c., can be consulted at the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, S. W. I. 


CLOSED. 


Belginm.—Six firms submitted tenders recently to the 
municipal authorities of Antwerp for the supply of a converter set 
and switchboard for the traneformer station in conncction with 
the No. 7 Canal Basiv. The lowest cffer was that of the Société 
de Constructions Electriques de Charleroi, which quoted alternative 
prices of 165,950 and 207,900 francs, 

Accepted :— 


Sunderlapd.— Town Council. 
Meters. —Ferranti, Ltd, 


Wolverhampton.— Electricity Committee :— 


Feb: * ba type stokers and accessories, 4£9,093.- Underfeed Stoker 
o., Ltd. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Institution of Mechanical Engineers. — Friday, February 18th. At the 
Institution, Storey's Gate, 8.W. At 6 p.m. Annual general meeting. 
paper on “ Desirability of Standardisation in the Testing of Welds,” by 
Mr. F. M. Farmer. 


Junior lastitutton of Engineers.— Friday, February 18th. At 89, Victoria 
Street, 8. W. Social evening. 
Fridav, February 25th. At Caxton Hall, Westminster, B. W. At 
8 p. m. Lecture on Measurements of Precision in Engineering, by Mr. 
H. T. Davidge. 


Manchester Wireless Society.— Wednesday, February 22rd. At 7.80 p.m. 
At the Albion Hotel, Manchester. Lecture on ''Aerials," by Mr. P. G. 
Thomason. 


Paisley Association of Electrical Engincers.— Wednesday, February 28rd. 
At the Y.M.C.A. Builuings, 25, High Street. At 7.30 p.m. Paper on 
t Thermometry and Pyrometry," by Mr. J. Savage. 


Chelmsford Engineering Society.—Thursday, February 24. h. At the East 
Anglian Instit.te of Agriculture. At 7 p.m. Paper on Engineering as 
Applied to Town Planning," by Mr. P. T. Harrisbn. 


Hiuminating Engineering Soctety.— Thursday, February 21th, At the 

Royal Society of Arts, Jobn Street, Adelphi, W.C. AtRpm. Discussion 
on The Use of L'ght as an Aid to Publicity." (a)“ Shop Window and 
Spectacular Liguting," introduced by Capt. E. Stroud; and (b) *' 1llumi- 
nated rigus, &c.," by Mr. E. C. Leachman. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers.—Thursday, February 2ith. At the 
Institution of Civil Engineers, Great Gecrge Street, 8. W. At 6 pm. 
Lectu een Magnetic Susceptibility of Low Order: Results of Scientiflo 
Rescarch '' (Lecture II), by Prof. E. Wilson. 

(Students' Section). — Friday, February 18th. At King's College, 
Strand, W.C. At 6.30 p.m. Presidential address, by Mr. LI. B. Atkiuson. 

North - Midland Centre.—Tuesday, February 22nd. At the Hotel 
Metropole, Leeds. At7p.m. Ordinary meeting. 

North-Western Centre.—Tucsday, Februa y 2nd. At the Engineers’ 
Club, Manchester. At 7 p.m. Paper on Magnetos for Ignition Purposes 
in Internal Combustion Engines,” by Mr. E. A. Watson. 

South-Midland Centre Students' Section).- Tuesday, February 22nd. 
At the University, Birmingham, At 7.90 pm. Paper on '' Turbo-alter- 
nators,“ by Mr. J. P. Ellis. 

South-Midland Centre. Wednesday, February rd. At the Univer- 
sity, Birmingham. At 7 p.m. Discussion on *''Electrie Appliances for 
Doinestic Purposes." To be introduced by a payer by Dr. E. Griffiths and 
Mr. F. H. Schofield on“ Some Thermal Characteristics of Electric Ovens 
and Hot Plates.” 

urgh Electrical Society.—Friday, February ‘5th. At the Philosophical 
uictis At 8 p.m. 52 on Telephone Troubles, by Mr. J. McEwan 
Brown. 


Physical Society of London. Friday. February 25th. At the Imperial 
College of Bcienoe, South Kensing.on. At 5 p.m. Ordinary meeting 
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NOTES. 


The King's Speech.—In the speech with which His 
Majesty the King opened the Parliamentary Session of 1921, on 
Tuesday, reference was made to a Bill which will b» introduced for 
extending the provision made for the unemployed under the 
,Unemployment Insurance Act; a measure to doal with tbe safe- 
gaarding of essential key industries of the country and with certain 
aspꝛots of unfair and abnormal industrial competition. It is 
proposed that the forthcoming removal of control over the home 
price and export quantities of coal shall be followei at the earliest 
poesible moment by the complete restoration of the industry to its 
normal condition of freedom." A Bill will be submitted for the 
reorganisation of the railways of Great Britain. 


Smoking Concert. — The L.E.E.O.C.A. is holding a 
smoking concert at the Bridge House Hotel, London Bridge, on 
Friday, March 4th, at 6.80 p.m. Admission by membership card 


only. Mr. F. Frankling (hon. sec.), 108, Heathwood Gardens, 
Charlton, S. E. 7. 


Running Costs of Electric Vehicles.—A correspondent 
to The Commercial Motor protests againat what he describes as 
‘‘ glaring exaggeration on the part of a contributor in an article 
on the running costs of electric vehicles. He asserts that full 
justice has not been done to the “electric” in oomparing it with 
other means of road transport, and quotes figures of definitely 
attained results” to show that the advantage of the electric vehicle 
over the petrol vehicle is much more marked than the contributor 
of the article admitted. The correspondent first takes the case of 
a large railway company, and compares two l-ton vehicles— 
petrol and electric. The fuel in the case of the former cost £83 per 
year (3,000 miles) and the energy for the electrico vehicle £20. The 
next item is attested by the borough surveyor of Gillingham. 
Comparing two vehicles of 5-cb. yards capacity employed in the 
collection of refuse, the petrol type cost £17 4s. 8d. per week, as 
against £12 63. 10d. for the electric. The third case is a com- 
parison of a 1-ton petrol vehic’e and a 15-cwt. electric, carrying 
approximately equal loads, in the service of a well-known firm 
of contractors, Lancashire." With an annual run of 5,000 miles, 
the cost of the petrol vehicle was about: 10s. per day in excess of 
that of the electric vehicle, 


Service Notes.—Lieut. A. C. Box, from the City of 
Edinburgh Fortress Royal Engineers (Electric Lights Company) 
hss been appointed in the same rank to the Territorial Reserve of 
Officers, from the 9th inst. | 

Recruiting for electrical departments of both the Army and 
Navy is very good, but additional electricians are needed for wire- 
less work and Royal Air Force. 

Lieut. A. O. Petherwick has been appointed to H.M.S. Jumna, 
Bombay, to take charge of the wireless station at Colombo, Ceylon. 


Electric Iudastrial Truck Taxes.— The Electric 
Vehicle Committee some little time ago, as reported at the time in 
our columns, obtained a statement from the Roads Dapartment of 
the Ministry of Transport that it would not be necessary to take 
out licences for electric industrial trucks in cases where these little 
vehicles were used to croes or only ran a short distance along a 
public highway from one factory to another where both factories 
were in the same ownership. The Ministry stated that if 
necessary it would issue instructions to the Treasury regarding 
this matter. The Electric Vehicle Committee having found that 
in many cases the local authorities were insisting upon licences 
being taken out for such vehicles, the Committee bas again taken 
the matter up very strongly with the Ministry, and has at last 
received a letter which states that no steps will be taken by the 
police or registration authorities to enforce the requirements of 
the Acts for the time being, and accordingly it is hoped that the 
owners of electric industrial trucks will have every opportunity of 
Submitting the facts relating to their vehicles for consideration 
by the Ministry without being put to any inconvenience by the 
polioe or registration authorities in the meantime. It was found 
to be impracticable tb deal with cases of this character by legis- 
lation or by regulations, and the Minister undertook to consider 
whether cases of this character could be dealt with in adminis- 
tration. He, therefore, requests Councils, should any such cases 
arise within their area, to verify and furnish to the Ministry 
varticulars of the vehicles and the extent to which they use public 
roads, and he further suggests that, pendling consideration of this 
report by the Minister, Councils should not take any steps to enforce 
the taking out of licences by the owner. 


The Electro-Harmonic Soclety's Concert.—The concert 
provided on Friday last (Ladies Night) calls for special mention as 
one of the best that the Society has ever enjoyed. Captain R. J 
Wallis-Jones, O.B.E., T.D., waa in the chair, and pointed out that 
the chairs in the parks were not the only things that had not gone 
up'"—the Society had not put up its subscription (but can it hope 
to maintain that generous policy.). From the start things went 
with & swing ; the opening solo, by Mr. Bernard Flanders, was 
enthusiastically encored, and the same compliment was paid to all 
the other artistes—eome, indeed, being twice recalled. Miss Violet 
Oppenshaw was at her best; Mr. Wilson James was rea'ly 
humorous; and of the combination of cornet, concestina, and 
piano, by Messrs. Lloyd Shakespeare and Ernest Rutherford, and 
Miss Gladys Millage, the audience never had enough ; the chairman 
hai to point out that time would not permit of further recalls. 
Altogether it was a gala night. ; 


Educational, —PoLvTEcHNIO, Recent STREET (Electrical 
Engineering Department).—4A special course of six lectures by Mr. 
D. J. Bolton, on " Electricity Control." will be given on Friday even- 
ings, commencing on February 25th, at 7.45 p.m. Fee for the 
courte, 78. 6d. See our advertisement pages to-day. 

Mesers. George Wills and Henry Wills, directors of the Imperial 
Tobaoco Co., who gave princely sums towards founding the 
University of Bristol, have just contributei a further £200,000 to 
finish the substantial extension which is being erected entirely at 
their expense, and the completion of which, it is stated, will place 
the University buildings of Bristol among the finest in the country, 
apart from Oxford end Cambridge.— Financial Times. 


Fatalltles.— George Smith (29), mining machineman, 


Gartsherrie, Coatbridge, received fatal injuries while working at a- 


coal-cutting machine in No. 10 Rosehall Colliery, owned by Robert 
Addie & Sons’ Collieries, Ltd. His leg accidently came in contact 
with the picks attached to the ooal · outt ing bar, and he was dragged 
under the bar. 

According to the Dundee Advertiser, a sudden stoppage of eleo- 
trical power on a part of the Glasgow Corporation's system caused 
a fatal accident. In the Fairfield shipyard a heavy piece of work 
was being lifted by an electric crane, and when the power was 
cut off the load fell among some workmen, causing instantaneous 
death to one of their number. 


Joint Electricity Authorities ——On Tuesday last the 

inquiry into the schemes proposed for the North Wales and 
Chester district was opened at Llandudno by the Electricity 
Commissioners. Sir John Snell presided, and Mr. J. H. Dickson, 
Town Clerk of Chester, made a statement with regard to the 
scheme developed by the Chester Corporation (summarised in our 
issue of Jan. 14th), explaining that it was not proposed that the 
Joint Electricity Authority should buy out any existing generating 
station or interfere with the North Wales Power Company. It 
was held that the transmission of electricity from the west to the 
east of the area was out of the question, but the demand in the 
east was very urgent. The Corporation, therefore, proposed to 
erect a steam power station on the Lower Dee, to work in oon- 
junction with water power stations on the Upper Dee, to meet the 
demands of the east. Eventually the eastern and western net- 
works would meet and be interconnected. Mr, Dickson then 
referred to the attitude of various local authorities towards the 
echeme, there being a good deal of opposition. 
. Evidence was heard in favour of the Chester scheme, the first 
witness being Mr. E. N. Humphreys, of Chester, who was cross- 
examined by Mr. Harper for the North Wales Power Company ; Mr. 
Tyldesley Jones, K.O. for the railway companies ; Mr. A. Moon, 
for the Dee Conservancy Board; and Mr. W. O. Jones, clerk to the 
Anglesey County Council. 

On Wednesday morning Mr. Humphreys was further cross- 
examined by Mr. W. Fennell, engineer and seo of the North- 
wich Electric Supply Co., the representative of Rhyl Urban District 
Council, and the Commissioners. In the afternoon Mr. 8. E. 
Britton, electrical engineer to the Chester Corporation, gave 
evidence. 

The inquiry proceeded on following days, and will be reported 


in our pages in due courte. 


The inquiry at Liverpool is to be resumed on March 8th. The 
adjourned Bristol inquiry will not be resumed, as anticipated, on 
March lst. 


Electric Power Development.—In an article under this 
heading, a correspondent of the Financial Times pointe out that the 
development of electric power, which is of paramount importance 
to our industries, is at a standstill, the whole country having to 
wait upon the wholly problematical issue whether joint electricity 
authorities can be formed. 

There are now 13 districts delimited by the Electricity Com- 
missioners, and all of these are supposed to be at work forming 
schemes. The Electricity Commissioners have held hearings in 
respect of schemes for two of these districte, and the resulta can 
only be described as most unpromising. 

The schemes practically depend upon all the authorities in the 
districts, municipal and company, mutually agreeing ; then they 
have to gain the confidence of the public sufficiently to borrow 
anything from 4 to 20 million pounds. 

‘We cannot but think that the Electricity Commissioners must 
themselves know by this time that the schemes asa whole are 
failures. In such case the question is whether it is justifiable to 
hang up the electricity supply of the country for the next year or 
so simply to have documentary proof through the various hearings 
that these schemes are unworkable. In the critical state of the 
industry of the country the time lost will turn out to be a national 
disaster. 

“Were the Electricity Commissioners to decide in their own 
mind that these schemes are impracticable there would be nothing 
to prevent the present undertakings themselves developing to 
meet the necessities of the case. In a number of cases company 
undertakings are only too willing to go forward. The Yorkshire 
Electric Power Co. is a case in point. This oompany is in a 
position to develop the whole of the supply in the West Riding of 
Yorkshire, but a prospective electricity authority stande in 
the way. 

„Again, in London the Electricity Commissioners have in their 
hande an offer of the County of London Electric Supply Oo. to 
erect a large power station at Barking, but this is held over until 
the problematical Joint Electricity Authority for London has been 
disposed of. The recent legislation on electricity supply, instead 
of helping electricity supply as was anticipated, has proved to be 
the most formidable hindrance,” ' 
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Refractories for Electric Furnaces.— In an article on this 
subject in Chemical and Metallurgical Engineering, December 22nd, 
1920, Mr. R M. Howe emphasises certain factors concerning the 
service secured from refractory bricks. They should be protected 
from rain while being stored, in order to prevent the weakening of 
their structure. They should be laid up with a material similar to 
the bricks themselves, or one which will not corrode or flux them, 
using as small a joint as possible. The furnace should be con- 
structed so that heat will be conducted away from the hotter 
portions. The ratio of heating to cooling area should be made as 
low as possible. Refractory bricks or shapes should be heated from 
one side only in order to keep the heating surface low, aud in order 
to avoid the effeot of pressure at high temperatures. Insulation 
lowers the margin of safety, and should, therefore, be avoided, even 
to the extent of allowing dust to accumulate on the roof. When 
the furnace is being heated this should be done gradually, especially 
where magnesite and silica brick are involved. When the furnace 
is being cooled it should be remembered that cold blasts produce or 


accelerate spalling 


The London Engineers’ Clob.— On Thursday, last week, 
the first meeting of the Provisional Committee was held at 39, St. 
James’e Street. Mr. Edmund L. Hill was asked to take the chair, 
aud, after reading litters of apology and support from several 
members of the Committee, including Lord Montagu of Beaulieu, 
Sir Robt. Hadfield, Mr. O. H. Wordingbam and Mr. Ll. B. Atkinson, 
made an opening statement on the subject of the meeting. He 
said they met to carry out the mandate given by some 850 engi- 
neers to endeavour to establish a club in London for the engineering 
and allied professione. Some preliminary work had already been 
done, and it was suggested that the annual subscription should be, 
for London members, 10 guineas ; for country members, 5 guineas ; 
and for oversea members, 2 guineas. The club ought to have 
every modern convenience, including 80 to 100 bedrooms, lunching 
and dining accommodation, &c.; they might be able to secure a 
temporary home in which to make a start whilst looking round 
for a permanent home. The meeting would be asked to appoint a 
temporary Executive Committee, representirg many branches cf 
engineering, to investigate the possibilities, frame rules, &., and 
to report to a general meeting of supporters In the mass of 
letters that he had received he had been struck with the smallness 
of the opposition; the prevailing note was the need of an 
Engineers’ Club, and wonder that it had not come about sooner. 

On the motion of Mr. Harry Allcock, it was unanimously 
resolved that it was desirable "to establish a club in London to 
be called ‘The Engineers Club." The Chairman propoeed, Mr. G. 
Layton seconded, and it was unanimously resolved, that an Execu- 
tive Committee should be appointed, consisting of Messrs. Howard 
Foulds, A. H. Allen, R. W. Hughman, G. Layton, W. Prescott, 
P. C. Pope, H. T. Wilkinson, A. R. Fenn, O. T. Colpitts, H. C. B. 
Sainsbury, H. W. Oovzens, T. O. Pulman, D. Wilson, J. 8. 
Haddleston, H. Scholey and W. Hewison. Mr. A. L. Churchill 
prop sed, Mr. W. W. Hughes reconded, and it was unanimously 
agreed, that the members of the Provisional Committee should be 
naked to subscribe £5 each to cover preliminary expenses. The 
meeting throughout was entirely harmonious and wholly bent on 
carrying out the proposal to form the Club as soon as possible. 


Installation Symbols.—The Electrical News, of Toronto, 
recently published a list of symbols representing various features 
of electrical installations for the use of arobitects and electrical 
contractors. The list is a very comprehensive one, covering practi- 
cally everything electrical likely to be installed in a house from 
wall “outlets” to motors. The adoption of such a method in 
indicating details of thia nature on drawings should save a great 
deal of time and complication. 


Appointments Vacant.—Gas manager and electrical 
engineer (total remuneration, £573) for the Malvern Urban District 
Council ; electrical engineer (£700 + 50 per cent.) for the Govern- 
ment of Kenya Colony; sub-station attendant (£5 138.), for the 
Stoke Newington Borough Council Electricity Department ; per- 
manent-way foreman, for the Borough of Keighley Tramways 
Department; telegraph fo-emen (£440), for the Government of 
Nigeria. See our advertisement pages to-day. 
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INSTITUTION NOTES. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers.—The annual smoking 
concert in connection with the Informal Meetings Section of the 
Institution will be held at Anderton's Hotel. on Monday, Feb. 28th, 
at 7.30 p.m. Tickets (2s. 6d. each) may be obtained from the 
Seoretary of the Institution, or from any member of the Informal 
Meetings Section Committee. 

At the ordinary meeting of the Institution, on the 10th inet., 
the President announced that Mr. 8. L. Pearce had been compelled 
to vacate his office of vice-president of the Institution, owing to 
ill-health, and the Council had elected Mr. A. A. Campbell Swinton, 
F. R. S., to fill the vacancy. 

NoBRTH-EASTERN CENTRE. — The members of the North - Eastern 
Centre, in arranging their annual social func'ion, departed from 
the usual course of having a dinner, and substituted for it a 
conversazione, which they held in Armstrong College, Newoastle- 
on-Tyne, on February lith. The Centre is numerically so strong 
(posse:s ng as it does 400 members), that it was felt that no undue 
risks were being taken in arranging such an entertainment, and 
this judgment was borne out by no fewer than 250 acceptances of 


invitations being received. The President of the Institution, Mr. 
Ll. B. Atkinson, and Mrs. Atkinson, who had travelled from London 
in order to be present, and were supported by Mr. J. R. Beard, 
chairman of the Centre, and Mrs. Beard, received the guests in the 
fine King’s Hall of the College. 

After the rezeption, the President, in the course of a few remarks, 
dealt in a humorous manner with the use of electricity in the home, 
and he did so, he remarked, because of the presence there of so 
many ladies, They had had a discussion on the matter in London tho 
previous evening, and for the most part it was in connection with 
the properties, habits, and whims of electric ovens. The ladies 
would agree that it was an impudent piece of bravado on the pait 
of 200 men to discuss such a subject. What could they know about 
ovens? They even discussed the evenness of temperature in an 
an oven. He did not know much about ovens, or cooking, but 
he did know that everything they put into an oven required either 
bottom heat or top heat ; consequently, these men went well adrift 
in trying to make an oven of even temperature. Then, again, they 
talked about taking the temperature in an oven by a thermometer, 
when it was well known that oven temperatures could not be 
measured by thermometers, but were either swift, slow, or fierce. 
But, seriously, he wanted to make an appeal on the subject of 
domestic applianoes. It was necessary that they should be inveeti- 
gated, and the ladies should carry out experiments in their own 
homes. Women who were unwilling to receive mechanical 
appliances into their homes were dooming themselves to domestic 
slavery. It was said that the hand that rocked the cradle ruled the 
world; it would rule it quite as well if the cradle were rocked 
mechanically. 

For the entertainment of the guests, several features had been 
arranged. Alantern exhibition of photography in natural colours 
was given in the Physics Theatre by Mr. F. G. C. Baldwin, and in 
the Armstrong Laboratory Mr. J. H. Holmes gave some striking 
illustrations of the effecta of high-frequency currents produced by the 
Tesla coil. In the Electrical Engineering Laboratory there were con- 
tinuous demonstrations of electrical and other scientiflo experi- 
ments arranged by Prof. W. M. Thornton, D.S3., and an exhibition 
of early electrical appliances had been arranged by Mr. J. H. 
Holmes, in the Herschell Laboratory. The application of elec- 
tricity to domestic purpo:es was demonstrated by a varied collection 
of apparatus shown by Mr. W. F. T. Pinkney. After a round of 
inspection of these attractions, the guests made their way to the 
refreshment room, and the evening concluded with a dance in the 
King's Hall, where Smith's Royal Band during the whole evening 
rendered a pleasing programme of music, 

NORTH-WESTERN CENTRE.—The President of the Institution, 
Mr. Ll. B. Atkinson, was preeent at the meeting of the North- 
Western Centre, at Manchester, on February 8th, and explained 
fully the position of the Institution. The proceedings were of a 
private and somewhat informal nature; in the course of the dis- 
cussion, several suggestions were made by members with a view 
to improving the financial position of the Institution, and the 
President promised that they should be laid before the Council. 

A Joint Discussion.—On February 10th and llth a joint 
meeting was held by the Institutions of Civil, Electrical, and 
Mechanical Engineers, at Birmingham, to discuss the Severn 
Barrage Scheme and its bearing upon the interests of Birmingham. 
Mr. J. D. Watson, M.Inst.C.E., presided. Mr. R. A. Chattock 
opened the discussion, advocating the adoption of the Thury 
system, at a cost of £11,000,C00. Other speakers were Prof. F. C. 
Lee. Messrs. H. P. Raikes, F. H. Clough, G. L. Addenbrooke, 
N. Rosher, Prof. Burstall, Mr. O. M. Shaw, Mr. F. W. Young, and 
Profs. W. Cramp aud G. Kapp. 

INFORMAL MEETINGS.—At the informal meeting of the Inatitu- 
tion on February 14th, a discussion on Some Notes on the Design 
of a large Power Station was opened by Mr. J. R. Cowie (Member 
of Council) Mr. Cowie had Dalmarnook (Glasgow) station in 
oontinual referenoe for his subjeot, and he was provided with 
copious plans and photographs kindly lent by Mr. R. B. Mitchell, 
chief engineer of this station. He proceeded to describe in detail 
the super-station. Firat determining tbe site by study of a map 
of the district, then the position of load and accessibility to rail 
and water. Next the erection from the concrete raft of the 
footings to the superstructure. He allotted the site its due pro- 
portions for stores, boilers, machines, &o., and described in detail 
and with reasons, the lay-out, system and voltages he would adopt. 
He asked members to give experiences of economisers with steel 
tubes, and he also thought farther information was required 
regarding the enormous acoretions of ash with post-war fuel. In 
the discussion, Dr. R. D. Gifford offered the idea of cooling by liquid 
air, and on the question of the drive of the station auxiliaries, 
advocated a d.c. house set. 

Mr. S. Utting referred to the extension of furnace air heating 
methods, and Dr. Kapp thought it was making a virtue of necessity 
as the hot air had to be evacuated. Mr. W. N. C. Clinch spoke of 
steel economisers, and Mr. E. F. Hetherington knew of a care 
where galvanising the tubes did not prevent pitting. Mr. A. F. 
Harmer elicited Mr. Cowie'’s preference for keeping all metering 
on the low-pressure side. 

Mr. W. J. Oswald, Mr. H. B. Jenkins, Mr. L. M. Jockel, Mr. W. 
Dargavel, Mr. A. E. Gott, Major K. Edgoumbe, Major R. Grierson 
and Mr. A. B. Eason also spoke. 


Institution of Engineers (India).—The inaugural meeting of the 
Institution of Engineers (India) has been fixed for February 23rd, 
in Calcutta, Elections to membership on a very large scale have 
b: en made, and it is said that over 500 have already received their 
notices of election. The president is the Hon. Sir Rajendra Nath 
Mookerje, K C. I. E. The secretary is Mr. Hugh W. Brady, 
M. I. Mech. E., The Institution, Clive Buildings (Post Box 669), 
OCaloutta.— Ind ian Engineering. 
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Faraday Soclety.—The general discussion on The Failure 
of Metals under Internal or Prolonged Stress,” which is being 
organised joint'y by the Faraday Society, the Institution of 
Mechanical Eogineers, the Institute of Metals, and the Iron 
and Steel Institute, will take plaoe on April 6th. There will 
b» both afternoon and evening sessions. The North-East Coast 
Institution of Engineera and Shipbuilders, the Institution of 
Engineers and Shipbuilders in S»otland, and the West of Scot-- 
land Iron and Steel Institute are also partic'piting in the 
discussion. A preliminary programme has been issued, which 
states that the discussion will be opened by Dr. W. Rosenhain, 

F. R. S., who will give a general survey of the subject. | 

Chelmsford Engineering Soclety.—On February 10th a lecture on 
" Electric Welding was given by Mr. J. H. Johneon, M.I E.B., illus- 
trated by lantern slides and numerous sample welds, Mr. T. Clarkson, 
M. I. M. E., presiding. The author gave a few historical details of elec- 
tric arc and resistance welding, and afterwards described the different 
systems at present in commercial use for both alternating and 
direct current. Various photomicrographs and radiographs were 
shown dealing with the internal examination of metals and welded 
joints. A discussion followed, and an inspection of different 
examples of electrically-welded joints. 

Belfast Association of Engineers.—At the meeting of the 
Associa‘ ion, on February 17th, a paper, entitled Costing in a Small 
Engineering Works,“ was read by Mr. James A. Hind, A. M. I. Mech. E. 
The paper was illustrated by means of lantern slides. 

Paisley Association of Electrical Engineers.—On February 2nd 
Mr. David M'Kay read a paper on " Wireless Telegraphy and Tele- 
phony.” The speaker gave a detailed history of the subject, and 
described a large number of instruments. A stort discussion 
followed the reading of the paper. 

Institute of Metals.—The annual general meeting of the Institute 
of Metals will be held at the Institution of Mechanical Engineers, 
Storey'sGate, Westminster, S. W. 1, on March 9th and 10th. 1921. The 
meeting will commence at 10.30 a.m. each day. On March 9th the 
annual dinner of the Institute will be held, and on March 10th there 
will bo a visit to the National Physical Laboratory. For permission to 
make this visit the Council is indebted to the director, Sir Joseph 
Petavel, K.B E., DSc. A epecial Council meeting will be held in 
London, on February 23rd, for the express purpose of considering 
applications for membership. All applications that are found to 
be in order will be included in a ballot list to be issued to members 
on February 24th. 

S.A. Institute of Electrical Eogineers. —The S.A. Mining and 
Engineering Journal states that Mr. L. B. Woodworth is the new 
President of the S A. Institute in succession to Mr. A. E. du Pa qu'er, 
who is now director of the Metropolitan- Vickers Export Co. 


Royal Aeronautical Society.—MkTEOROLOGY AND AVIATION.— 
In discussing the subject of meteorology in the service of aviation, 
before the above Society, on February 3rd, Major G. Dobson 
considered various methods of observiog weather conditions with a 
view to gathering auch information as would make it possible to 
produce an accurate weather forecast, and recommended the use 
of unmanned kite balloons carrying recording instruments. He 
explained that observation stations could be located. along the 
flying routes, to telegraph (probably by means of wireless) data 
to a central station, There would be great advantage in employing 
wireless telegraphy for the trarsmission of the information, for 
not only would time be thereby saved, but also any large aer»dromes 
could have their own wireless apparatus and receive not only the 
information trausmitte i by the central station, but also that sent 
by such of the ob ervation stations as were within ite range could 
be intercepted direct, and the delay of circulat'on through the 
central station avoided. The lecturer also outlined various methods 
by which fog might ke dissipated over an area sufficiently large 
to enable an aeroplane to land in safety namely. by art ficia ly 
warming or drying the air, and by the electrical discharge 
method. With regard to the latter, he pointed out that 
if a pointed rod be introduced into a jar oontaini g ar ificial fog or 
smoke, and be charged electrically tell a brush discharge takes 
place from the point, the fog is quickly c'eared in a remarkable 
manner. Methods of this type have frequently been suggestel, 
but it seems ce tain that all the imaginable effects of an electric 
discharge (which easily account for the clearing in a jar) would be 
enormously too small to cause any aopreciab:e c'earing on a la:ge 
scale. Major Dobson has not been able to find any po itive results 
where experiments have been made in the open wiih this method. 

Nottingham Society of Engineers.— On Februery 21at, Mr. W. 
Haddock is to give a lecture ou " Grinding Machines and Wheels.“ 
The Society and other scientific and technical societies of the 
district have a joint library from which members may borrow 
volumes. The general public is allowed access to the library for 
reference pus pores. 


Society of Engineers (Inc.).—4A paper on the Physical Pro- 
perties of Clay " which was read recently by Mr. A. S. E. Ackermann, 
dealt with the results of 107 experiments, and is a continua- 
tion of the authors previous p per on " Experiments with 
Clay in its Relation to Piles” (which was read before the 
Society in March, 1919, and which was awarded the presi- 
dent's gold medal), wherein tha resulta of the first 102 experi- 
ments are recorded. Some of the (experiments now recorded are 
similar to those dealt with in the first psper, and they extend 
the range of the conditions which held during the earlier experi- 
ments; others are new. As a result of the last year's work, the 
following modifications of the conclusions given in the first paper 
become necessary : The effect of temperature on the supporting 
capacity appears to be limited to stresses below the pressure of 
fluidity, and the sides of a hole appear to crush in before the 
statical head is equal to the pressure of fluidity. All other con- 


clusions are confirmed, and further ones, which appear to be 
justified as a result of the new work, are that the tensile strength 
of clay increases as its water content decreases, and the contrac- 
tion of clay on drying increases as the original water content 
increases. : l 
Manchester Wireless Society.—At the meeting held on Feb. 9th, 
the chairman, Mr. M. Kernan, announced that arrangements were 
being made with a view to establishing the headquarters of the 
Society at the Albion Hotel, Piocadilly, and that an aerial would 
be erected on the roof, and facilities given by the management to 
allow of reception of signale by members of the Society at stated 
times. Mr. J. C. A. Reid theu read a paper on Searchlights, and 
th»ir Work during the War.” Mr. Reid gave a very olear account 
of the work carried out by this section of the Army and Navy, and 
the many difficulties that were experienced, especially during the 
early stages of the war, ' 
Birmingham and District Electric Club.—A meeting was held on 
February 12th, at which a paper was read by Mr. C. Q. A. 
Maodonald, entitled " Reminiscences of the Test Bed." The paper 
was much more elabcrate than was implied by its title. It gave 
au interesting and detailed account of the technique, methods and 
instruments used in testing motors, single phase transformers and 
rotary converters. The paper was illustrated by mathematical 
formule and diagrams, and gave rise to a lively discussion. 
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OUR PERSONAL COLUMN, 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
teohnioal or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements. 2 

MR. ARTHUR W. FITHIAN, MLE.E, who for nearly 20 years has 

acted as engineer and branch manager for the North of England 

of the Tudor Accumulator Cə., Ltd., has now joined Messrs. E. G. 

Lind & Co., 484, Buckingham Palace Road, S.W., who have been 

appointed sole agents for Great Britain and Colonies for the 

A. F. A.“ accumulators. 

The directors of the Notting Hill Electric Lighting Co., Lꝭd., 
have elected MR. R. G. RAWKINS (who has been secretary of the 
company for 28 years) to a seat on the Board, in the place of the 
late Sir William Crookes, O.M., F.R.S. 

Mr. W. J. McDONALD, traffic superintendent of the Yorkshire 
(W. R.) Electric Tram ways, has resigned his position to join the 
firm of Messrs. Tate, who handle the distribution of the well-known 
Ford motor vehicles in the district. The staff and employés at the 
Wakefield tramway  depót last week presented him with a 
barometer. 

MR. A. G. F. HEATHER, A. M. Inst. C. E, is shortly leaving the 
Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Ex port Co., to take up a position as 
eleotrical engineer under the Federated Malay States Government. 

The L. C C. Highways Committee recommends that CAP r. G. D. 
MEYNELL, A.M Inst C. E., at present engineer in the London office of 
the Victoria Falla and Trans vaal Power Co., Ltd., be appointed 
assistant electrical engineer in the tramways department at £600 a 
year, rising to £800 (based on pre-war conditions), and that as 
from January lst, 1921, Mg. H. UNDERWOOD, boiler house charge 
engineer, at Greenwich power station, be promoted to be boiler 


‘house euperintendent at a commencing salary of £300 a year, 


rising to £ 100 per annum (based on pre-war conditions). 

Ac:ording to the Daily News, SIR JAMES CURRIE, who has b:en 
Controller of the Industrial Training Department of the Ministry 
of Labour since 1918, and has given his services voluntarily, is 
about to retire. i 

Middlesbrcugh Gas and Electricity Committee has recommended 
that the salary of MR. SCOTSON, the electrical engineer, be increased 
by £100 per annum, as from April let | 

Wrexham Corporation electricity works staff has presented a 
leather suit case to MR. ARTHUR HOLT, mains foreman, who is 
leaving, after 12 years' service, to take up an appointment under 
the Maivern Urban District Council. 

Mr. ARTHUR HUTCHINGS has severed his connection with the 
Acme Electric Traction Co.. Ltd., Seven Sisters Riad, N., and has 
opened sn office at 15, Pent«n Place, King's Cross, W. C. 1, as con- 
sulting electrical engineer, manufacturers’ agent. &. 

Obituary.— MR W KING Woop.—Wen1egret to hear of the death 
which occurred suddenly on Janoary 2ith, at Teheran, Persia, of 
Mr. W. King Wood, C. I. E., C. B. E, Director, Persian Section, Indo- 
European Telegraph Department, at the age of 53 years, 

Mr. G. R. P«ERS.—We regret to record the death, which occurred 
suddenly on February 10th, of Mr. George R. Peers, A. M. I. E. R., at 
the age of 54 years. go 

The many friends of MR. V. DELEBECQUE, of the Walsall Elec- 
trical Co., Ltd.. will join with us in expressing sincere sympathy 
on the death of Mrs. Delebecque, as the result of an accident. 

Mr. S. J. BESEANT.— The death has taken place, at the age of 22 
years, of Mr. Stanley James Bessant, B. So., who was an electrical 
engineer with the British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd., at Rugby. 
During the war he held & commission in the Hampshire Regiment, 
and served in Palestine. He was mention«d in despatches. f 

MR. G. NICHOLSON.—The death has taken place suddenly of Mr. 
George Nicholson, formerly of Messre. Nicholson & Waddeley, 
electrical engineers, North Street, and Great Market, Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. He was a native of Berwick, ard for many years acted 
as electrician at Alnwick Castle, the seat of the Duke of North- 
umberland. He wasanauthority onengineering subjecta, and during 

he war was engaged as an Army electrician at Newoastle-on-Tyne, 
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NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Lighting, Heating and Power Installations Co., Ltd. 
(179,95y).—Private company. Registered February 4th. Capital, £5,000 in 
£1 shares. To take over the lighting, heating and power installation busi- 
ness carried on by W. Smith at 16, Atkinson Street, Deansgate, Manchester, 
and elsewhere, as the Lighting, Heating and Power Installations Co. The 
first directors are iub Lytheer, 13, Councillor Lane, Cheadle Hulme, Cheshire; 
G. A. T. Jesson, Endsley, Swinton, Lancs.; J. H. Langford, Stafford House, 
6, Mauldeth Road, Heaton Mersey, Cheshire; W. Smith, 22, Bankhall Road, 
Heaton Mersey, Cheshire. ee nia £100. Remuneration as fixed by 
the company. Secretary: J, Lytheer. Registered office: 16, Atkinson Street, 
Deansgate, Manchester. 


Fyfe Wilson & Co., Ltd. (172,959).—Private company. 
Registered February Srd. Capital, £10,000 in £l shares (8,000 8 r cent. 
cumulative Prec reae To take over the business carried on at 31, Budge 

ow, E.C., and Harlow, Essex, as '' Fyfe Wilson & Co.,“ and to carry on 
the business of mechanical and electrical engineers, manufacturers of and 
dealers in electrical apparatus and machinery, &c. The first directors are: 
H. F. K. Dearlove (permanent managing director), Hill House, Burnt Mill, 
Essex; A. Hall, Barkway House, near Royston; H. A. May, St. Olaves, Bury 
Road, Harlow. Registered office: 31, Budge Row, Cannon Street, E.C. 


Alklum  Electrics, Ltd. (172,950).—Private company. 
Registered February 3rd. Capital. £1,009 in £1 shares. To carry on the 
business of general electrical enginecrs, manufacturers of all kinds of electric 
apparatus, machines, instruments and accumulators, &c. The first directors 
are: R. Maude, 20, Hyde Park, Halifax (director, Worsnop & Co., Ltd.); C. 
H. Worsnop (managing director), Rockville, Halifax (director, Worsnop & Co., 
Ltd.): H. E. Hodgson, 34, Ashgrove, Bradford; A. Worsnop, 25, Union Street, 
Halifax; A. Parker, 7, Hyde Park Gardens, Halifax. Registered office : Water- 
side Works, Waterside, Halifax, Yorks. 


Nickeloid Electrotype (an Eyre & Spottiswoode Sub- 
sidiary).—The  Nickeloid ectrotype Co., Ltd., has been registered as a 
private company, with a nominal capital of £40,000 in EI shares. The 
objects are: fo adopt an agreement with Eyre & Spottiswoode, Ltd., and to 
develop the business of VVʒ o E D DID stereotyping and en- 
graving omar carried on by the said company. The first directors are: 

. E. Briscoe Eyre, 18, Redcliffe Square, S.W.; Nigel de Mundeville Bond, 
Springfield House, Hatfield Peverel; G. O. Smith, 24, St. John's Wood Park, 
N.W.; A. T. Atkinson, The Old Bells, Bramley, Hants. So long as Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, Ltd., or their nominees hold 20,000 of the shares allotted to 
them pursuant to purchase agreement, they may appoint the permanent 
directors. Secretary: J. S. Crosthwaite. Registered office: 6, Middle New 
Street, Fetter Lane, E.C. 


British Brazing Co., Ltd. (172,903) .— Private company. 
Registered February Ist. Capital, £10,000 in £l shares. To carry on t 
business of brazers and welders of metals, engineers, pattern makers, boiler- 
makers, ship, boat and aeroplane builders, &c., and to adopt an agreement 
with the Marine and Mechanical Electric Welding Co., Ltd. The first 
directors are: W. Pollock, M. I. Mech. E., 3, Lloyd's Avenue, E.C.3 (chairman 
of James Pollock, Sons & Co., Ltd., and other companies); T. Ballantine, 34, 
1 Gate, Dowanhill, Glasgow (director, Marine and Mechanical Electric 

'elding Co., Ltd.); J. McAuslan, Gilchrist, Aytoun, Sydenham Road, Dowan- 
hill, Glasgow (director, Marine and Mechanical Electric Welding Co., Ltd.); J. 
M. Scott, 139, Hamlet Gardens, Ravenscourt Park, W.C. (director, James 
Pollock, Sure Co., Ltd.). Qualification, £250. Registered office, 3, Lloyd's 
Avenue, E.C.3. 


J. H. McBean, Ltd. (173,034).—Private company. Re- 
gistered February 8th. Capital, £5,000 in £1 shares. To take over the busi- 
ness of an electrical er &c., carried on by J. H. McBean at Clarence 
Mills, Bradford Road, Batley. The first directors are: LU H. McBean (chair- 
man and permanent managing director), 34, Whitaker Street, Batley; A. W. 
Blackburn, Waynville, Reservoir Street, Dewsbury. Registered office: Clarence 
Mills, Bradford Road,’ Batley. 


Whitworth Electric Lamp Co., Ltd. (173,062).—Private 
company. Registered February 9th. Capital, £5,000 in £l shares. To carry 
on the business of an electrical engineer and factor carried on by H. Harrison 
at 195, North End Road, West Kensington, W. 14. The first directors are: 
H. Harrison, 78, Woodstock Road, Bedford Park, W.4; W. C. Hands, 33, 
School Road, Moseley, Birmingham (both permanent subject to holding 2,000 
shares each). Registered office: 195, North End Road, West Kensington, W.14. 


' Norwest Electrical Manufacturing Co., Ltd. (11,604).— 
Private company. Registered in Edinburgh January 29th. Capital, £5,000 in 
£l shares. Electrical engineers, electrical machine makers, machinists, metal 
workers, brass and iron founders, electricians, &c., in the works to be erected 
by the company at Motherwell, Lanark. The subscribers (each with 100 
shares) are: A. N. Penman, 85, Kirk Road, Wishaw, electrical engineer; D. 
Smith, 5, Cecilia Terrace, Glasgow Road, Wishaw, engineer. The first 
directors arc: A. X. Penman and D. Smith. Solicitors: Logan, Sloan and 
Rae, Wishaw. - : 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


Banbury and District Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Satis- 
faction in full on December 31st, 1920, of debenture dated March 26th, 1913, 
eecuring £100. 


Northampton Electric Light and Power Co., Ltd.—Parti- 
culars of £60, debenture stock, authorised November 23nd, 1990, and covered 
dy trust deed dated January 5th, 1921, present issue £18,425, charged on the 
company's undertaking and property, i and future, including uncalled 
capital, subject to prior deed securing £50,000 first debenture stock. Trustees: 
C. C. Fisher, C.B.E., Chipston House, Market Harborough; J. Pendered, 
** Redwell," Wellingborough; and P. H. Page, 33, Billing Road, Northampton. 
Satisfaction in full on 1 1921. of debentures dated November 12th 
pue pee 3rd, 1915, October 31st, 1916, and January 17th, 1917, securing 


Hexham and District Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Satis- 
faction in full on January 24th, 1921, of debentures dated January 90th, 1908, 
and April 26th, 1909, securing £3,350 and prior lien debentures dated May 
Mth, 1917, securing £4,900. 


' Sheerness and District Electric Power and Traction Co., 


Ltd.—Satisfaction in full on January Ist, 1921, of deben- 
tures dated February 12th, 1915, securing £200. 


Park Royal Engineering Works, Ltd.—Particulars of 
29.000 debentures authorised December 23rd, 1920, whole amount issued: 
charged on the company's undertaking and property, present and future, in- 
cluding uncalled capital, subject to prior charges. 


West India and Panama Tele raph Co., Ltd.—Particulars 
cf 2100,000 first mortgage debentures authorised by resolutions of May 13th, 
1491, and December 15th, 1920; present issue £20,000; charged on company's 
undertaking and property, present and future. - 


Vulcan Arc Welding and Transport Co., Ltd.—Mortgage 
dated January llth, 1921, to secure £5,000 charged on certain land and pre- 
mises in Wigan. Holder: J. A. Fairhurst, Arlington Manor, Newbury, Berks. 


Stearn Electric Lamps Co., Ltd.—Debenture dated Janu- 
ary 17th, 1921, to secure 210.000; charged on real estate, plant machinery, 
undertaking and assets, Holder; Sir Maxwell Hicks, Kt., 20, Copthall 
Avenue, E.C. 


Hackbridge Cable Co., Ltd.—Particulars of £40,000 de- 
bentures authorised January llth, 1921; whole amount issued; charged on 
company's undertaking and property, present and future, including uncalled 
capital. 

Ilford. Dry Battery Co., Ltd.—Satisfaction in full on June 
19th, 1919, of debentures dated August 23rd, 1916, securing £1,250. 


Ingleton Electric Lighting and Power Co., Ltd.—Issue on 


February Ist, 1921, of £500 debentures, part of a series already registered. 


English Electric Co., Ltd.—Particulars of £1,250,000 de- 
bentures (being 12,500 Notes of £100 each carrying interest of 8 per cent. per 
annum), authorised by resolution of November Dad, 1920, and covered by 
trust deed dated January Ist, 1921, whole amount issued; charged on the com- 
pany's undertaking and property, present and future, including uncalled capital. 
Trustees : Anglo-American Dehenture Corporation, Ltd. - 


Brownlee & Green, Ltd.—Deed of assignment dated Janu- 
ary láth, 1921, to secure £2,460 18s. 8d. charged on certain payments due to 
the company. Holder: Clay Cross Co., Ltd. 


F. L. Mitchell & Co., Ltd.—Particulars of £650 debentures 
authorised January 26th, 1921; whole amount issued; charged on the com- 
pany's undertaking and property, present and future, including uncalled 
capital. 

Automatic Telephone Manufacturing Co., Ltd.—Parti- 
culars of £350,000 debentures authorised December 9th, 1920, and covered by 
trust deed dated January 17th, 1921; whole amount issued; charged on com- 
pany’s undertaking and property, present and future, including uncalled 
capital, freehold hereditaments, buildings, plant, machinery, Kc. Trustees: 
London County, Westminster and Parr's Bank, Ltd. 


East Anglian Electricity, Ltd.—Mortgaye dated Febru- 
ary Ist, 1921, to secure £1,000, charged on certain freehold land and buildings 
at The Quay, Sudbury, Suffolk. Holder: F. R. Francis, Sudbury, Suffolk. 


———————. 


€ITY NOTES. 


The total connections increased during 


Westminster 1920 from 52,457 kW to 56,652 kW. After 
Electric Supply referring to the new Bill which is likely 
Corporation, to be introduced, the directors eay :— 


td. The Electricity Commissioners, acting under the 

l Electricity (Supply) Act, 1919, have provisionally de- 

termined a London District and have asked for schemes to establish an 
Electricity Authority for the district. 

A majority of the London companies, including this company, in association 
with the L.C.C. and the Conference of Local Authorities, have in preparation 
a technical scheme which they propose to submit for consideration by the 
Commissioners. 

The extremely important administrative and financial conditions which 
should govern the creation and powers of a Joint Electricity Authority are 
at present having the careful consideration of the associated companies in 
view, especially, of the necessity for safeguarding the interests of their 
shareholders. 

It is hoped that the scheme ultimately put forward will be such as to 
secure the best use of existing resources and experience, with the object of 
producing and selling electricity as widely and cheaply as possible. 


After allowing for depreciation, sinking fund, and other 
charges, and paying the preference dividend, the total dis- 
tribution on the ordinary for the year, less income tax, is 
10 per cent., leaving £12,608 to carry forward. Units gene- 
rated, 93,890,889; units sold, 95,659,191. : 


The connections increased from 18,902 
St. James’ and kW to 19.904 kW during 1920, and 


Pall Mall 13.510.297 units were supplied to consumers. 
Electric Light Net profit £98,310, plus £8,577 brought 
Co., Ltd. forward. Preference dividend (7 per cent.). 


£7.000; ordinary dividend total for the 

vear 12 per cent., £24,000: carried forward £5,887. The Elec- 
tricity (Supply) (No. 2) Bill, which is likely to be proceeded 
with in the forthcoming session, appears to need amendment 
in certain particulars in the interests of the existing under- 
takers, and the directors are taking steps to get amendmenta 
moved. "The report contains the same references to this 
matter as are given in the Westminster report above. | 
The death is recorded of Mr. Marlborough R. Pryor, a direc- 
tor. and Messrs. M. Gluckstein and R. H. Benson have been 


elected to the board. 
482,051; purchased, 


Units generated by 
17,198,333. 

_ Profit for 1920, £99.487, against £95.240 

in 1919. Add brought forward £11,500. 
Interest on temporary loan, &., £1,879; 
debenture interest and sinking fund, 
| g = £40,074; preference dividend (6 per cent.), 
426.952; dividend of 24 per cent. on the ordinary shares. 
£8,325; reserve. £15,000: contingencies, £5.000; carry forward, 
£14.257. Sinking fund for redemption of debenture stock in 
1931 is now £150,226. in addition to £55.918 shown in the 
capital statement under the agreement with the St. James’ 
and Westminster companies. Units sold 47.366.351, against 
42,907,637 in 1919. Total costs per unit sold 1.38d.. against 
1.17d.. Average receipt per unit sold (lighting and power) 
1.81d., against 1.60d. Mr. G. W. Partridge has heen appointed 
managing director in place of the late Mr. R. Stewart Bain. 
Tn regard to electricity legislation, the directors sav it is 
hoped that the scheme ultimately adopted will be such as to 
secure the best use of existing resources and experience, with 
the object of producing and selling electricity as widely and 
as cheaply as possible. Meeting: February Unt. 


steam plant, 
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; i Credit balance for 1920, £82,821 plus 
South Metro- €12,323 brought forward; also 10 per cent. 
politan Electric on holding in West Kent Electric Co., Ltd., 
Light & Power £1,002; total £96,146. Debenture and other 
Co., Ltd. interest £15,861; 7 per cent. dividend on 
cumulative first preference shares and 6 per 
cent. on the second; £23,000 to depreciation; £10,000 to re- 
serve; 8 per cent. dividend on the ordinary shares, less incoine 
tax, £13,200; to be carried forward £18,260. Despite the un- 
favourable conditions which prevailed during the year, the 
business of the company shows a satisfactory improvement. 
Meeting, Winchester House, February 28rd. 


Revenue during 1990 £229,546; expenses 
Lanarkshire £197,967; leaving £31,579. Contributions to 
Tramways Co., local authorities absorb £2,011; income tax 
Ltd. £1,809; interest on debentures £643; interest 
accounts £4,053; depreciation reserve £9,000. 
Balance £14,002, plus £5,280 brought forward; total £19,342. 
After paying 5 per cent. for the year on the shares (418,211), 
£1,131 is carried forward. The, revenue shows an increase of 
£29,678 and the expenses an increase of 449, 907, and there is 
also an increase on deferred repairs of £7,763; the increase in 
expenses was caused by the additional charges for electrical 
energy, wages, and extensive repairs. A provisional order was 
granted in December last authorising the company to abolish 
halfpenny fare stages, und to run motor omnibuses within the 
county borough of Lanark. As the Lanark County Council 
did not accept the terms upon which the company was pre- 
pared to dispose of the undertaking. the company has acquired 
the lines constructed by the County Council at cost price 
(£60,981). Passengers carried 1920, 35,584,101, as against 
31,521,049 for 1919. Meeting. Cannon Street, February 23th. 


At the ordinary general meeting, held 
on February 10th, Lord Aberconway (chair- 
mn), in presenting the directors’ report, 
said that only the last four months of the 
period covered by the accounts showed any benefit from in- 
creased fares, while the increased expenses prevailed for the 
whole of the 12 months. With a current consumption increase 
of only 1 per cent., a mileage increase of 11 per cent., or 94 
million miles, was obtained. Lord Aberconway expressed the 
opinion that the cost of fuel and most other items of expendi- 
ture had reached its highest point, and that substantial re- 
ductions could be looked for in the present year. The com- 
pany did not view the prospect of decontrol in August next, 
or at a later date, with any apprehension. The increased divi- 
dend was made possible by the receipts from that part of the 
undertaking remaining free from Government control. The 
effect of continued wages increases had been to raise the wages 
bill to a permanent figure three times the pre-war amount, 
and shorter hours made the position worse for the company. 
During the pound covered by the accounts twelve new electric 
coaches had been delivered, as well as seven steam stock 
trains. The improvement in the design of the electric loco- 
motives to increase their haulage capacity by 50 per cent. 
and to raise their speed had proceeded satisfactorily. Com- 
menting upon the additions, the speaker said that the new 
design of car was, in the opinion of their experts, the best 
sulted to this type of traflic, comparing favourably with any 
in this country for comfort and convenience. Arrangements 
had been made to increase the capacity of the enerating 
plant at Neasden by the addition of a 12,000-kW tur o-genera- 
tor, with the necessary steam plant. Referring to the pro- 
posed grouping of railways, Lord Aberconway thought that 
the Metropolitan would be put into a group with the District, 
the Tubes," the East London Railways, and what might 
be called the General Metropolitan group. | 


In presenting the directors' report and 

Yorkshire accounts at the annual meeting, held on 
Electric Power February l5th, the chairman (Mr. A. G. 
Co. Lupton) said that although many of their 

| customers were working short time, new 
consumers had brought the demand for power up to a higher 
level. The company now had in operation 446 miles of mains 
conveying electricity to 164 sub-stations supplying in the areas 
of 84 local authorities in the West Riding. In addition to 
direct. supply to steel works, tramways, shipyards, collieries, 
factories, &c., the company was giving bulk supplies for dis- 
tribution to the holders of 40 provisional orders. Working 
agreements were now in operation with Bradford, Sheftield, 
Rotherham. Dewsbury, and Batley. Their mains were on 
the point of being coupled up with those of Sheffield at the 
southern extremity of their area, and supplies were being 
given already to Otley on the northern boundary, Todmorden 
in the west, and Pontefract in the east. This had been accom- 
plished in less than 20 years, and in spite of the scattered 
nature of the population served, their prices were as low as 
those in the densely populated cities of the West Riding. It 
had been in the minds of some of the company that another 
20 years would see an unbroken supply. through other under- 
takings, through Yorkshire to Birmingham and Rugby, and 
Stretching out to Lancashire and Lincolnshire, not only for 
factories and householders but ultimately to the railways. 
Unfortunately, at the present time. the company was pre- 
vented from going forward with the large station at Ferry- 
bridge. This was urgently needed, and if the proposals for 
nationalisation had not intervened it would have been in 
band. The expenditure of the million pounds involved would 


Metropolitan 
Railway Co. 


have provided work for men and British engineering shops, 
and would have been of some value in solving the problem of 
unemployment. The speaker deprecated the action of the 
Government and local authorities in holding up the develop- 
ment of useful schemes such as the company's, while road 
and other schemes of little practical value were proceeded with. 
The provisions of the Electricity (Supply) Act would not deal 
e with the question of electricity supply on a great 
scale. The distribution of electricity to wide areas could not 
be carried out by such parochial schemes which did not realise 
the possibilities of the future. 
A summary of the results of working of 
Underground the four railway companies and the Lon- 
Electric Railway don General Omnibus Co. for the year 


Companies. ended December 31st, 1920, is given below. 
| Increase + 

1920. or 
Decrease 


Traffic Receipts ... - » 
Government Compensation to Sept. 
206th, 1920 (after providing for 


£ £ 
10.895.881 + 1,785,411 


adjustments) . 705,347 + 138,977 
Total 11,601,228 + 1,924,385 
Operating Expenses _... e . . 10,378,847 + 2,199,249 
Net Receipts ... .. 1,222,381 — 274,861 
Miscellaneous Receipts (Net) ... 693,998 + 130.369 
Net Income ... ' 1,916,379 — 144,492 
Interest, Rentals and other Fixed 
Charges a ve "s 825.910 — 2,597 
Balance i ; 1,000,469 — 141,895 
Reserve for Contingencies and Re- 
newals "m "E . 420,000 — 
Balance nt : 670,469 — 141,895 
Dividends on Guaranteed and Prefer- 
ence Stocks, excluding M.D.R. 
Second Preference Stock ... fuk 315,977 — 
Surplus Paid into or Deficit met out 
of Common Fund e" “as 304,492 — 141,895 
Amount Received from Common Fund 354.492 — 141,895 
Per cent. 95 "m 100 0% — 
Add Balances from last year's 
Accounts ka d ee Es 134,278 — 13,640 
Total amount available for Dividends 
and further Reserves 488.770 — 155,035 


Further statistics are also given which show a large in- 
crease in the number of car miles run and in the number 
of passengers carried, although the latter is not so great as 
the previous year's increase. 

Passengers carried— 


Ordinary 1,041,750,266 
Workmen 19,832,349 + 6,329,061 
Season t. 56,119,253 + 7,926,883 
Total 1.171, 701, 868 + 98,309,320 
Average fare per passenger. 2.18 + 19 
Number of car miles run  ... 148,728,900 +17,761,663 


E Top reports of individual members of the group are given 
elow. 

Central London Railway Co.—The total net income amounted 
to £160,509, a decrease of £20,347. This, with a balance of 
£11,762 brought forward, made a total of £178,331. From 
this were deducted interest, rentals, and other fixed charges, 
£54,071; appropriation to reserve £20,000, and dividend on 
preference stock £21,600, leaving an available balance of 
£82,600. After payment of final dividends the sum of £15,160 
is carried forward. 

Metropolitan District Railway Co.—Total net income 
£539,840, a decrease of £25,771, this, with the balance brought 
forward, amounts to £561,938. Interest. rentals, and other 
fixed charges £327,371, appropriation to reserve £45,000, divi- 
dends on guaranteed and first preference stocks 4124, 980. 
leaving & balance of £64,637 available for distribution. Of 
this a dividend at the rate of 3 per cent. per annum on the 
second preference stock absorbs £44,100, and a balance of 
£90,537 1s carried forward. 

London Electric Railway Co.—Total net income £664,561, 
a decrease of £47,041, this, with a balance of £20,942 brought 
forward, amounts to £585,503. Of this total interest, rentals, 
and other fixed charges absorb £286,266, appropriation to 
reserve £45,000, and dividend on preference stock £126,947, 
leaving an available balance of £127,290. This is allotted as 
follows: Dividend on ordinary shares fully paid at the rate 
of 14 per cent. per annum £104,940, balance carried forward 
to next year’s account £22,350. s 


City ck South London Railway Co.—Total net income 
£138,389, a decrease of £6,098; balance brought forward 
£19,750; total, £158,139. Interest, rentals, and other fixed 
charges £49,619, appropriation to reserve £25,000, dividends 
on preference stock £42,500, leaving a disposable surplus of 
£41,020. Of this balance, £3,700 is absorbed by the payment 
of an interim dividend of 34 per cent., and £18,500 by a final 
dividend of 14 per cent. on the consolidated ordinary stock, 
leaving £18,820 to be carried forward. The directors of this 
company regret that owing to financial stringency they have 
been unable to proceed with the reconstruction and re- 
equipment of the railway, although the other three companies 
report the delivery of new rolling stock. 
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Profit for 1920, including interest on in- 
Bruce Peebles vestments and transfer fees, and after de- 
& Co., Ltd. ducting income tax, administration ex- 
penses, and the amount required for 
debenture service £74,714, plus £5,462 brought forward. To 
reserve for E.P.D. and corporation profits tax £35,000; depre- 
ciation reserve £5,000; general reserve £10,000; 74 per cent. 
per annum on the preference shares, and u further 24 per cent. 
making 10 per cent., less tax, £5,107; 10 per cent. on the 
ordinary. less tax, £16,246; carried forward £5,823. The 
works were fully employed during the year, and the result 
is satisfactory; prospects for 1921 are good. It is proposed 
to issue the balance of the authorised share capital, 36,469 in 
ordinary shares, and the ordinary shareholders will be invited 
to subscribe for these at par, less a commission of 10 per 
cent., or l8s. net. The shareholders will have the right to 
subscribe for two new ordinary shares for each nine ordinary 
shares now held. Conditional allotment letters will be issued 
with the dividend warrants. In June last the directors ap- 
pointed Mr. S. E. Bastow, formerly one of the joint managers 
of the company, and subsequently chief engineer to The 
British Dyestuffs Corporation, Ltd., to be managing director 
of the company. His appointment will be submitted for 
confirmation at the annual general meeting. Mr. James 
Watt has agreed to join the board if appointed. 
Meeting: Edinburgh, February 2lst. 


Presiding at the annual meeting, the Rt. 


Dublin United Hon. Laurence A. Waldron, P.C., cbair- 


Electric) man, stated that the total revenue was 
ramways £43,954 over that of 1919, in which 
Co., Ltd. year they had the highest revenue pre- 


viously attained by their operations. The 
result in the year just closed was achieved in spite of the 
unsettled conditions in the working area. which was account- 
able for recurring interruptions, and had resulted in loss 
of traffic. From this cause and the extension of the curfew 
to 10 p.m., in the Metropolitan area. under the military regu- 
lation, they had lost at least £200 a day in gross receipts, while 
owing to the 10 o'clock curfew he estimated a loss of about 
2,000,000 passengers since October. There was some fear at 
the moment that a further extension of curfew would be 
made. In that case he did not know what would happen, 
but his opinion was that the effect in regard to themselves 
would be to paralyse the business of the company, and no 
doubt other great undertakings would also be most seriously 
affected. Labour and material this year showed a total of 
£109.047. being 432.120 in respect of material. £76.927 in 
respect of wages, and an increase in general charges, bringing 
the total increased working and general expenses up to 
£124.487 for the vear. The loss in passengers was offset to 
some extent bv the increased fares which they were per- 
mitted to institute a few months ago. On the whole. the 
chairman thought the shareholders were to be congratulated 
on their position. The stock of cars had been inproved, and 
added to. and rebuilding had been done at their own works 
at Inchicore. The condition of permanent wav and rolling 
stock compared favourably with other tramways in the United 
Kingdom; indeed. thev had exceeded the programme of re- 
newals he ret before them last vear. 

A resolution was passed declaring a 6 per cent. dividend 
for the half-year on preference stock and a final dividend of 
7 per cent. on the ordinary stock. which, with the interim 
dividend, made 5} per cent. for the vear. 


At the meeting on December 17th of the 
Société Industrielle dea Téléphones the report 
was approved and a dividend of 35 fr. per 
share voted. 

The results of the year’s working of the Energie Flectriaue 
du Nord de la France showed a net profit of 1,913,778 fr., 
allowing of a distribution of 30 fr. per share. 

The report of the board of the Comnagnie Générale d' Hlec- 
tricité, read at the meeting on December 20th. indicated the 
progress of the manv undertakings the companv has in hand. 
The net profits had risen to 7.370,815 fr.. being 885.463 fr. 
above those of the foregoing vear. The kWh sold hv the 
branches totalled 95.080.000. acainst 89.764.000 in 1919 and 
47.494,000 in 1914. A dividend of 60 fr. per share was declared. 

The acconnts for the working year of the Sud Flectriaue, 
eubmitted for the approval of the meeting of December 22nd, 
showed a profit balance of 1.888.668 fr., allowing of the nav- 
ment of a dividend of 6 ner cent. The network worked bv 
the company now extends to 1.744 kilometres of high and 
low-nressure mains. The dividends distributed hve the cenm- 
nanv's two offshoots were: Société Avienonnaise d'Electricité, 
Q per Ent.: and the Société Nimoise d'Flectricité. 10 per cent. 
""he e Xapany is also interested in the Electro Culture and the 
Société Générale Agricole—undertakings concerned with 
adapting electricity fo agriculture. 

The meeting on December Brd of the FErploitations Flec- 
frinues voted the distribution, as from April Ist. 1921. of a 
dividend of 17.50 fr. per share and 15 to 16 per cent. per 
part, the profits amonunting to 1,007.907 fr. Favonrable ac- 
counts were given of the working of the many traction, distri- 
bution and construction companies with which the company 
is camcerned. 


French 
Companies. 


The rise in the Swiss rates of exchange has not permitted 
the Société des Applications Industrielles (which has big in- 
terests in Switzerland) to make the distribution of a dividend, 
notwithstanding that 1,518,502 fr. profit was realised during 
the year's working. The reserve against the risks of ex- 
change was advanced to 3,900,000 fr. 

The accounts submitted to the meeting on December 30th 
of the Société Alsacienne et Lorraine d'Electricité disclosed u 
deficit of 38,5601 fr. The company is an offshoot of the 
Thomson-Houston company, and recently increased its capital 
from 1,000,000 fr. to 12,000,000 fr. 

At the recent ordinary meeting of the shareholders of the 
Compagnie Electrique de La Loire et du Centre it was re- 
ported that the steps taken to obtain an increase in the tariff 
both from clients and the municipalities to cover the increased 
cost of working owing to the dearness of coal and prime 
materials had been temporarily successful, pending the fixing 
of a definite tariff by the experts. The energy consumed by 
the company's customers had sensibly declined in the year 
1918-19, owing to the stoppage of business caused by the war; 
but the industrial revival was clearly shown in the year 
1919-90 by the progressive increase in the call for electric 
current, to the extent that at the end of the latter period 
consumption was 31 per cent. in excess of the former. The 
total receipts were 19,215,735 fr. against 15,732,863 fr. in the 
year before. The outgoings, including bond interest, and loss 
on exchange totalled 19,915,738 fr. The profit balance was 
consequently 4,516,097 fr. The company has carried out the 
repairs to the generating groups and transformers which 
could not be effected during the war. At the end of May a 
group of 6,000-kW generators at the Montaud à St. Etienne 
Station was the seat of a short circuit which caused a fire in 
the stator. The insurance covered alinost the whole loss. The 
output of energy was 148,401,377 kWh, against 146,445,471 in 
1918-19. Important new works were under way on several 
sectors of the company—St. Etienne, Roanne, Montlucon. 
The council proposed to devote 1,207,525 fr. to various sinking 
funds and to fix the dividend on the numbered shares at 20 fr. 
gross per share. The distribution was approved. 


National Gas Engine Co., Ltd.—Net profit for 1920, after 
providing for depreciation of buildings, plant, tools, &c.. and 
allowing for management salaries, corporation profits tax, 
and income tax. £92,062. Final dividend of 5 per cent. on 
the preference shares; also final dividend of 73 per cent. per 
annum on the ordinary shares, less income tax (in addition 
to interim of 71 per cent. already paid), on the ordinary, 
together with a bonus of 9d. per share. Balance forward 
£51,332. . 

Electrical Distribution of Yorkshire, Ltd.—The directors' 
report for the year ended December 31st last shows a net profit 
of £5,426 as against £4,354 for the previous year. This, with 
the balance brought forward, makes a total of £6,579 for distri- 
bution. £3,883 is allocated to a dividend at the rate of 6 per 
cent. per annum (free of income tax) on the ordinary shares, 
£1,000 is put to reserve, and £1,696 is carried forward. 


Cambridge Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—The accounts for 
1920 show a profit of 49.584, which with £2,382 brought for- 
ward totals £11.966. Debenture and other interest absorbs 
£2,006. depreciation fund £3,000; 5 per cent. dividend is to be 
paid (£4,758) and £2,111 is carried forward. Owing to the 
growth of the company's business £10,000 71 per cent. "C" 
debentures were offered by the directors to the members in 
April last: of these £8,000 have been taken up, leaving a fur- 
ther £2,000 still on offer. 


Tyneside Tramwavs & Tramroads Co.—Surplus of re- 
ceipts over expenses £3,341 for the December. 1920, half-year, 
plus £1,011 brought forward. After deducting interest on 
mortgages. loans. &c.. 5 per cent. per annum (less tax) is to be 
paid on the preference shares and 3 per cent. (less tax) on 
the ordinary (making 4 per eent. for the year): £488 is to be 
carried forward. Increase in traffic rectints £9,051. as com- 
pared with the corresponding half of 1919. For the whole 
vear the increase was £6,580, but the increased costs of opera- 
tion have exceeded this advance. 


W. T. Henlev’s Telegraph Works Co., Ltd.—Final divi- 


dend on the ordinary shares issued prior to January let, 1921, 


of 2s. per share less income tax. making. with tbe interim 
dividend of 1s. per share, 3s. per share for the year. 


South Metropolitan Electric Light & Power Co., Ltd.— 
The transfer books are closed until February 98th for the 
nreparation of warranta for dividends navable on and after 
th inst. on the preference and the ordinary shares. 


Stock Exchange Notice. —The Committee has ordered 
the undermentioned to he officially quoted :— 

Cromnton & Co.—250.0W ordinary shares of £1 each, fully 
paid (Nos. 79,540 to 329,539). 


Clontarf and Hill of Howth Tramway Co.—A dividend at 
the rate of 3 per cent. per annum, less tax, has been de- 
clared. 


Parsons Marine Steam Turbine Co., Ltd.—Interim divi- 
dend of 73 per cent., free of tax. 


Rushden and District Electric Supply Co.. Ltd.—Final 
dividend of 4 per cent., making 61 per cent. for the year. 
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Montreal Light, Heat & Power Co.— Gross revenue for 
1920, 512.748.409; expenses and taxes absorbed $6,810,286, de- 
preciation and renewal reserve $1,055,166, leaving net revenue 
$4,852,956, less fixed charges $1,078,449, leaving net income 
$3,804,506; dividends paid absorbed $2,683,443, dividend ac- 
crued (not declared) $537,295; surplus $583,767, less appro- 
priated for pensions $20,000; transferred to general surplus, 
subject to tax, $563,767.—Financial Times. 


New Issue.—The issue of 30,000 eight per cent. cumula- 
tive preference shares in the Melbourne Electric Supply Co., 
Ltd., was over-subscribed, and the lists were closed on 
Monday. 


Northampton Electric Light and Power Co., Ltd.—Final 
dividend on the ordinary shares at the rate of 54 per cent., 
making 8 per cent. for the year, as against 7 per cent. last year. 


Central Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—During 1920 energy 
was supplied to the Westminster, St, James' & Pall Mall, and 
Chelsea companies to an amount of 39,216,200 units. 


Smithfield Markets Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Dividend 
5 per cent. on the ordinary shares for 1920. 


Fife Tramways, Light and Power Co.—Dividend 8 per 
cent. for 1920. 


—— — 


STOCKS AND SHARES, 


TUESDAY EVENING. 


THE general conditions of Stock Exchange markets are not 
unsatisfactory, although it cannot be said that they call for 
any particular enthusiasm on the part of members of the 
House. There is not enough business to go round the four 
thousand odd men who make up the membership of the Stock 
Exchange. Clients are not anxious to do much one way or 
the other at the present time. ‘The tide of investment sets 
strongly towards gilt-edged issues. Banks, insurance com- 
anies and other financial institutions are buying heavily. The 

m in life assurance contributes to the remarkably big sums 
that are being utilised in gilt-edged issues. On the other 
hand, Home Railway stocks, debenture, preference, guaranteed 
and ordinary are flat, in consequence of the pessimistic utter- 
ances of various chairmen at the meetings last week. Talk of 
à fall in the Bank Rate has retired into the background, and 
the hopes of an early alteration are no longer urgent. 

The reports of the Underground Electric railway companies 
have their points of theoretical interest, although for all prac- 
tical purposes the figures published in this column last week 
deserve greater attention. It is very obvious that the de- 
creased dividends which we set out have come as a result of 
enormously increased charges. The railway companies unite 
in a common cry of the impossibility of making profits with 
wages and materials at their present level. Precisely the 
same wail comes from America, where it is held that fares 
and charges have already reached limits beyond which it is 
practically impossible to go without serious risk of losing traffic. 
The only other way in which net earnings can be increased is 
through economies in working. reduction of staffs, lower 
wages, cheaper coal, &c. The same conditions apply to our 
rallways over here, and the opening of Parliament on Tuesday 
was never awaited with more anxiety by railway shareholders 
who look to the present session to produce legislation that shal 
give railway stockholders a reasonable hope for profit upon 
their investments. 

Movements in the cable stocks have been mostly upward. 
Eastern ordinary has risen to 1603. Globe ordinary and pre- 
ference are harder, and Eastern Extensions remain at 154. 
Western Telegraphs at 16.  'l'here is scarcely enough differ- 
ence between the various prices to make it worth while for the 
holder of Eastern ordinary stock to sell this and re-invest the 
money in Eastern Estensions or Globes, though the move- 
ments in the prices of the quartette will be closely watched 
with a view to making this kind of straddle if the opportunity 
offers. Marconis went back to 1$ and rallied to 38s. 9d. Radio 
preference touched 12s., to ease off to lls. 6d. -The common 
shares keep about 9s. 

Chili Telephones are } down at 5$, and the American group 
holds its prices. Most of the stocks and shares of the dollar 
issues are better on the week, owing, of course, to the move- 
ments in the New York exchange. Brazilian Tractions are 38, 
showing a point advance, but they have been up to 39. Rio 
Tramways first mortgage bonds eased off to 87. 

The possibility of a railway strike has combined with other 
fears to produce pronounced flatness amongst Home Railway 
stocks. Underground Incomes are better at 683, but Metro- 
politans, Districts and practically the whole list of the steam 
stocks are lower, the steam stocks substantially so. There is 
no confidence felt in the market, and prices are shrinking away 
under the incessant pressure to sell in a market where buyers 
become increasingly rare. East London ordinary has dropped 
to 3. City and South London 4 per cent. debenture is lower at 
423. Numbers of prior-charge stocks show falls of one or two 
points on the week. 

County of London Preference improved to 7%, and Charing 
Cross preference at 23 recovered the 2s. 3d. per share dividend 
deducted last week. Westminsters sagged to bj. Apart from 


these, there are no changes worth mentioning in the list of 
electricity supply shares. In the new session of Parliament it 
is expected that the Government will proceed with its 
ambitious Electricity Bill. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne ordinary gave way to l4s. 6d. York- 
shire (West Riding) ordinary weakened to 17s. 6d. . In the 
foreign list, Para 6 per cent. preference at 10s. and the ordinary 
at 88. 9d. are both easier. : ADM" 

A reader writes from India to ask for the inclusion in our 
price-lists of English Electric quotations. It is a pleasure to 
comply with a request so reasonable. The manufacturing 
shares are heavy in tone. Edisons have fallen ls. 3d. to 
10s. 9d. British Aluminiums are 1s. down at 17s. 6d. General 
Electrics at 1 7/32 have recovered the small fraction lost last 
week. Babcock & Wilcox hold their improvement at 24. The 
armament group is lower, Vickers dropping sharply and 


taking Armstrongs in their train. Iron, coal and steel shares. 


have given way because of the Preval trade depression. 
But the public are not buyers of any industrial shares just 
now. "e 

Rubber has gone up a penny or two without, however, 
arousing any particular interest. Share values are therefore 
limp, and business is stagnant. Reorganisation of capital 
account is regarded as almost inevitable in the case of certain 
of the financially weaker companies. Indeed, there are 
evident signs that the inordinate inflation of capital by many 
trading companies during the war period must bring nemesis 
in ite train, and that the pruning-knife will have to be applied 
drastically to some accounts in order to bring capital into 
closer relation with assets that have shrunk with even greater 
rapidity than they previously expanded. 


ya Nb. 18 Yield 
— s " 
1918. 1919. 1931, or fall. p.o. 
Brompton Ordinary . es.» 8 14 5 - 41 4 4 
Oharing Cross Ord T es | 1 4 — 818 0 
do. do. do. 4&4PreL.. & & - dn - 8 8 8 
Chelsea.. s s oe ee 3 4 — 6 8 0 
Cit ot London ee ee ee 8 10 94/8 — 8 B 4 
do. do. 6 percent. Pref,.. 6 6 19 = 617 9 
County of London es oe ee q 8 — 10 19 4 
do. do. 6 per cent. Pref, 6 6 +3 Vis 4 
Kensington Ordinary ry 83 q — 90686 
London Electric ee ee ee Nil 7 — 10 0 6 
do. do. 6perocent.Pref,.. 6 — 1018 3 
Metropolitan. ee ee ee 6 6 i — 10 6 8 
do. 4 r cent., Prof, .. € 43; 9 — 815 8 
8t, James’ an Mall .. ee 10 12 — 919 0 
Bouth London ee "TS ee 6 ` 6 — 9 3 10 
South Metropolitan Pref...  .,. 7 7 — 10 8 8 
Westminster Ordinary .. ec 8 10 T — 1 915 9 
TELBORAPNS AND TELEPEONES, 
Anglo-Am. Tel. Pref. ee TT 6 6 814. — . 3 7 8 
do. Det. ee ee 806 14 1 E 96 8 
Ohile Telephone ee "ee ee 8 6 — à *$ 60 8 
Cuba Bub. Ord. ee ee ee 3 7 — bd |) 15 é 
Eastern Extension .. s as 10 . 15 — e$ 90 
Eastern Tel. Ord. .. ee e. 8 10 16) +1 *9 4 5 
Globe Tel. and T. Ord. ee oe 8 10 1 + è $ 8 0 
do. do. Pref. ee ee 6 6 . 9 + ' 618 4 
Great Northern Tel. T o B 29 29 — 10 0 0 
Indo-European ae - ee 18 10 80 — 0 6 8. 
Marconi oe i oe ee ee 96 926 i 1 — — 
Oriental Telephone Ord. .. ee M 12 9 -— *5 4 0 
United R. Plate Tel. ee oe 8 8 -- +6 8 9 
West India and Panama ee 17 Nil — Nn 
Western Telegraph.. T ee 10 1 — * 5 0 
- Homs Raus, 
Central Tendon Ord. Assented ., : 4 x = , - H 
Metro tan és T T - 
do. guess Su acc xD Er : =) zi 
Underground Electric Ordina — 
do. do. “A” [An Nil Nil at — Nil 
do. do. Income .. 6 & 688 +1 218 8 
Fommiom Trams, &o, 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref. .. Nil a ; =— $ 10 9 6 
do. do. nd Pre. Ni N - Nil 
do. do. 5% Deb. .. b 6 — B8 0 
Brasil Tractions  .. Vs . Ni Nl +1 Nil 
British Columbia Elec. Rly. Pfee. 5 5 66 — 8 18 6 
do. do. Preferred 6 — *8 16 0 
, do. do. Deferred Ni 8 61 — 12 9 8 
do. do. Deb. "t ih Si +1 718 2 
Mexico Trams 5 percent. Bonds.. N = Nil 
l do. 6 per cent. Bonds.. Nil Nil 96 — Nil 
Mexican Light Common .. ee Ni Nil - Nil 
do. Pref. ee eo Nil Nil - Nil 
do. lat Bonds oe ee Nil Nil -— Nil 
|: MANUFACTORING COompanms, l 
Baboock & Wilcox .. T ° 15 15 9 — 16 18 8 
British Aluminium Ord. .. ee 10 10 17 — 1/- 11 8 6 
British Insulated Ord. ee ee 194 15 if — 9 6 10 
Callenders  .. ‘se ee ee 15 1 — 1018 9 
[T] t. ee oe ee 64 64 17/6 -— 1 8 7 
Castner. Kellner ee eo eo 20 17 21 mE 1 19 9 
Crompton Ord. mm ee ee 10 10 189 | = 14 11 0 
Edison- Swan vs T ee 10 10 10,9 —1/ — 
do. do. B per cent. Deb. 6 6 70 - 1 3.10 
Electric Construction .. ee 10 10 à — li 8 6 
English Electrio  .. m «„ 8 14/6 — 10 19 3 
Do. Pref. ee ee — 6 ' 14. — 8 11 6 
Gen. Elec. Pref. ee s 35 64 64 18/6 — 71 93 6. 
do, Ord. eo ee eo 10 10 13 +H 4 0 
Henley T ee - oe W 15 Wa — ‘9 5 0 
do. 4à Pref.. ee ee ee 4$ 4 =— 6 18 6 * 
India-Rubber. " oe ee oe 10 10 = — 
Met.-Vickers Pref, ee ee ee — 8 lH = 8 is 4 
Siemens Ord... 80 dé ee 10 10 iP -— *9 18. 8 
Telegraph Oon, oe oe eo 20 20 21 = 9 11 8- 


* Dividends paid free of Income Taz, 


3 
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THE BROWN-BOVERI MERCURY ARC RECTIFIER FOR LARGE OUTPUTS. 


By R. L. 


lNTRODUCTION.—It& has been said the ideal is impossible of 
attainment. We can, however, approach. very close to it, 
whether in ethics or machinery matters not, and the operation 
of. the plant described in this article is acknowledged, by those 
competent to judge, as being of that order. 

For many years there has been a widespread demand for 
some simple form of direct current converting plant that 
could be compared in simplicity and reliability with the 
ordinary transformer. At the present time the position is an 
acute one on account of high attendance charges that must 
in most cases be provided for with direct current sub-stations 
using running machinery, though to some extent the position 
has eased by the introduction of the automatically operated 
rotary converter. This, however, does not eliminate the 
running machine, and many of those responsible for the 
generation and distribution of electrical energy have con- 
sidered the advisability of eliminating as far as possible direct 
current from their systems in favour of alternating current, 
where this could be conveniently done without too great ex- 


Fic. 1.—THE MERCURY ARC. 


penditure,. though it should not be forgotten that for the 
average municipal undertaking direct current stands pre- 
eminent as the most suitable all-round supply. 


It is now possible to have stationary direct current sub- 


station plant, and this fact has given a new lease of life to 
this form of supply. These conditions are fulfilled by the 
introduction of the large mercury arc rectifier. The success 
that has attended, in so comparatively short a time, the 
efforts of those responsible for its development is very en- 
couraging, and judging by the eminently satisfactory results 
obtained, and by the considered opinion of those Daring 
operating experience of such plant, the future can be looke 

forward to with every confidence, and it is not premature 
to say that before long the rectifier will become a formidable 
rival to the existing forms of rotuting converters. 

Fundamental Considerations.—The mercury arc rectifier is a 
converter for transforming alternating current into direct 
current. The mercury arc when operating in a vacuum has 
the peculiar property of permitting the passage of a current 
in practically one direction only, this having been demon- 
strated for many years in the small glass bulb rectifiers 
introduced by Mr. Cooper-Hewitt, to whom must be given 
the credit for the discovery that this valve action was pos- 
sible. 

Of the molecular or physical nature of the arc very little 
is definitely known. The study of the subject is an extremely 
difficult one, and no tangible explanations can be given for 
many of the phenomena connected with it. When dealing 
with large currents the difficulty is increased, due to the 
necessity of confining the arc to well-defined paths by means 
of cylindrical steel guides, and hence direct observation is 
almost impossible. , 

An interesting photograph is shown in fig. 1 of the mercury 
arc in a small glass tube rectifier. The arc raises the tem- 
perature of the anode evenly over its whole surface to that 
of red heat, giving it the appearance of having a balo around 
it. At the cathode it centres in one spot, the crater, the 
temperature of which is raised to 2,000 deg. C. or over, corre- 
sponding to that of white heat. This cathode spot travels 
irregularly at high speed over the surface of the mercury, and 
gives off an intense metallic vapour, a portion of which forms 
the conducting medium for the current. 'The major portion 
of the space between the electrodes is ide dye by a luminous 
column starting close up to the anode and extending down- 


MORRISON, 


A.M.I.E.B. 


wards to within a short distance of the cathode, where it 
stops abruptly, leaving a dark space. With very high vacua 
it is noticed that a large negative flame rises from above the 
cathode, and this js one of the undesirable features in rectifiers. 

To account for the above phenomena the following explana- 
tion has been adduced * :— A 

In gases, electricity travels in charges called ions. There 
are positive ions which. are combined with the chemical atom, 
and negative charges or electrons which have no weighable 
mass. On the other hand, there are neutral molecules pos- 
sessing charges of both kinds. To bring these different ele- 
ments into action a point on the cathode surface is brought 
to white heat by suitable means, which produces electrons. 
These electrons under the influence of the electric field, travel 
with acclerating speed towards the anode, and after accumu- 
lating sufficient kinetic energy come into violent contact 
with the neutral molecules. The impact separates these mole- 
cules into their constituent positive and negative charges 
(termed '' ionisation by shock ), at the same time raising 
the conductance of the vapour path. The newly formed posi- 
tive ions, together with the existing ones, move with great 
speed towards the cathode, and heavily bombard it on a very 
small surface, which is thereby brought to white heat, and 
so the discharge is maintained. It should be emphasised that 
in accordance with this theory the formation of an arc depends 
mainly on the existence of electrons such as are produced at 
the cathode when brought to white heat and when under the 
influence of an electric field. To prove this, the following 
test can be made: 

The upper portion of fig. 2 shows an exhausted glass tube 
having one iron or graphite electrode a, and two mercury 
electrodes B and c. It is desired to produce an arc between 
A and B. By tilting the tube contact can be made between 
B and © by the mercury running from one to the other. On 
the tube being brought back to its original position an arc 
will be started at the point of rupture with B as the cathode, 
and thus the first necessary condition has been fulfilled, that 
is to say, a spot on the cathode surface has been brought to 
a white heat. From a consideration of the connections it is 
apparent that B can be either anode or cathode, depending 
upon the way the connections are made. It will, however, 
be found that if 4 is negative and B positive an arc &nnot 
be started between them even though the pressure be raised 
to thousands of volts, whereas if the polarity is reversed only 
20 to 30 volts is necessary to start the arc. It is only under 
these circumstances that the electrons can ionise the space 
between A and B. Referring to the ignition circuit, it should 
be stated that an arc cannot be produced between the main 
electrodes if when' the ignition arc was started B was positive 


and c negative. The production of an arc between the elec- 
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trodes a and B is therefore only possible if the main mercury 
electrode is a cathode, because it is only at the cathode that 
the electrons can be produced. | 

From the foregoing it will be gathered that the mercury arc 
operating in the manner described constitutes an electric 
valve, that is to say, it only permits the passage of a current 
in one direction. Electrons cannot be produced on a cold 
electrode, and it was shown with regard to fig. 2 that current 
would only flow provided the highly heated electrode was a 
cathode. To prove this—replace circuit 1 by an alternating 
current supply, and it will be found that an arc is only 
formed if 4 is positive and B negative, the result being a 
current wave similar to that in the lower portion of fig. 9. 
It should not be assumed that the spaces a without half-waves 
5 a loss of energy, because during these periods the 
valve passes no current, and therefore no energy is lost. I$ 


* Bee B.B.C. Review No. 5, 19]9. 
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has, however, been ascertained by special measuremente that 
a very minute current amounting to a few milli-amperes does 
actually pass in the revefse direction, but this has no detri- 
mental effect on the operation of the rectifier. 

The ature of iron anodes can be allowed to reach 
red heat without the valve action being endangered, though 
it is essential that the vacuum be kept as high as possible, 
for only then will the arc form as a halo round the anode 
. over-heating or vaporisation taking place on its sur- 
ace. 

Losses in the Arc.— To arrive at the losses occurring in a 
rectifier it is necessary to know the pressure drop in the arc. 
This is the sum of three sepurate drops due to the anode, 
the cathode, and the arc itself. The drop in the electrodes 
is practically constant, and is independent of their composition, 
the current density, or the vacuum. For iron anodes it is 
6.5 volts, and for a mercury cathode 5.5 volts, making a total 
of about 12 volts.* The drop in the arc, however, is very 


variable, and depends upon the vacuum, the current density. 


and the section of the arc. It is directly proportional to the 
vacuum and inversely so to the current density and arc sec- 
tion. If we take a long tube of small section with a. vacuum 
of 1 to 2 mm. Hg through which 3 to 5 amps. is passing, the 
drop weuld amount to 0.8 to 1.2 volts per cm. of arc length, 


Fra. 5. 


Fia. 4. 


but in large rectifiers where the vacuum is very much higher, 
the section of the arc greater and the current density amounts 
to several hundred amperes, the drop is reduced to 0.1 volt 
per cm. and below. 

Assuming an arc 80 cm. long, which is that applicable to 
the largest rectifiers, the drop would be that due to the 
electrodes—12 volts, and that due to 80 cm. of arc at 0.1 volt 
per cm.—8 volts—or a total of 20 volts. This is the pressure 
required to maintain the arc, and is shown graphically in 
the upper half of fig. 3, the almost horizontal portions of the 
curve relating to the anode and cathode, while the steep 
portion joining the two refers to the arc. For ignition pur- 
poses a higher pressure must be used to overcome the high 
initia] resistance due to the conductance of the vapour path 
being very low at first. In the lower half of fig. 8 is shown 
& curve of current plotted against pressure drop with approxi- 
mately constant vacuum, from which it will be seen that 
the curve falls very rapidly at first as the conductance in- 
creases with the increasing production of vapour, and then 
onwards remains constant, so that for all practical purposes 
it can be said that the drop is constant for all loads. 

The efficiency of a rectifier, therefore, remains constant at 
all loads, the losses being the product of the current and 
the drop across the arc. Consequently, increasing the pressure 
does not increase the losses, so that the higher this pressure 
is the better will be the efficiency—at 220 volts this 18 about 
91.6 per cent., at 550 volts 96.5 per cent., and at 1,500 volts 
98.5 per cent. In the first two cases the drop is taken as a 
maximum of 20 volts and in the last at 22 volts, the latter 
figure being a little higher to allow for the increased distance 
between the anodes and cathode in high-pressure rectifiers. 

Single-phase Rectifiers.—The commercial application of the 
single-phase rectifier is very limited in consequence of the 
hig ly pulsating direct current wave form produced. A con- 
sideration of the simplified connections and wave forms 
applicable to such rectifiers is, however, of importance, as 
the general principles are the same for both single and poly- 
phase rectifiers. 

The usual connections will be those given in fig. 4, from 
which it will be seen that the rectifier is provided with two 
anodes, while the secondary winding of the transformer is 
divided into two with its neutral point brought out to form 
the negative pole of the direct-current system. The cathode 
forms the positive pole of the system. The path of the cur- 
rent is from the transformer secondary to the anodes, thence 
by way of the arc to the cathode, and finally through the 
external circuit back to the neutral point of the transformer. 

There would appear to be some doubt in the minds of many 
as to whether both halves of the alternating waves are fully 
utilised. The matter is very simply explained as follows :— 

It has already been shown that the rectifier will only permit 


* See B.B.C. Review No. 5, 1919. 


the current to pass in one direction. The transformer secon- 
dary windings are connected in such a manner that the cur- 
rent can only flow in that portion having an e.m.f. urging 
it through the external circuit to the neutral point, the recti- 
fier being the cnly circuit through which it can pass, that 
is to say, with each half-wave the sense of the current is 
positive, and hence it can only flow from the neutral point 
towards the anodes. During the first half-wave the flow 
would be along the left halt winding in the direction of the 
arrow towards the anode A,, the right half winding during 
this period having no current flowing through it, while the 
anode 4, would naturally be negative. With the second half- 
wave the polarity is reversed, due, as already explained, to 
the windings being arranged to always give a positive direction 
to the current, A, then becomes positive with the current 
flowing towards it through the right half winding, and 4, 
becomes negative. It will thus be seen that both halves of the 
current waves are fully utilised. 

This results in & unidirectional pulsating current similar to 
the pressure and current waves of fig. 4, the load being 
assumed to be non-conductive. It will be noticed that the cur- 
rent drops to zero at each balf-period, which means that tlie 
arc would be extinguished and the supply interrupted because 
it only requires a cessation of the current for 1/100,000 of a 
second for the hot spot on the cathode to cool sufficiently to 
stop the formation of the necessary electrons. Some means. 
therefore, must be provided to prevent this occurring, the 
usuul method being to bave separate excitation in the form 
of an auxiliary arc supplied from an external source, though 
the desired condition can be obtained by the use of suitable 
choking coils (L in fig. 4). The part played by these choking 
coils is illustrated in fig. 5; from which it will be seen that 
the waves are flatter and prolonged from T, to T,. If the 
current waves for the two anodes are added graphically, we 
obtain the result shown in the lower portion of fig. 5, in 
which the resultant current is always well above zero, aud 
hence the supply is maintained. It will be easily understood 
that a direct-current supply of this nature could only be 
utilised for motors provided the momentary value of the recti- 
fied pone is higher than the back e.m.f. of the circuit, 
which can be ensured by making the choker large enough.* 

It is not proposed to deal at this stage in detail with the 
relative values of the current and pressure in single-phase 
rectifiers—suffice it to say that the transformer must on an 
average be designed for an output about 1.75 times the d.c. 
output. The matter will be dealt with in greater detail for 
the six-phase rectifier. 

Polyphase Rectifiers.—When it is desired to transform two 
or three-phase current into direct current for lighting, general 
power, and traction purposes, the six-phase rectifier comes 
into consideration. In general appearance it is similar to the 
single-phase rectifier already described except that the number 
of anodes increases with the number of phases, whereas the 
cathode remains the same. 

. The simplest connections are represented by the diagram 
in fig. 6 which shows a six-phase rectifier fed from a three- 
phase supply through a six-phase transformer. When the 
source of supply is two-phase two transformers in Scott 
connection would be used. The same arrangement of the 
windings is followed for the transformer secondary, as has 
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already been explained for the single-phase case, so that the 
current is always flowing from the neutral point towards 
the anodes. The use of a six-phase rectifier is decidedly satis- 
factory with regard to the resulting direct-current wave 
form, which is represented in fig. 7 by the heavy line joining 
the points of intersection of the half-waves, the load in this 
case being non-inductive. As indicated by the shaded portion. 
the individual anodes only carry current so long as the momen- 
tary value of the corresponding phase pressure exceeds that 
of the adjacent phases, that is to say, during one-sixth of a 
cycle. By the use of suitably designed choking coils, how- 
ever, two or even three anodes can made to carry current 


from different phases at the same instant, which results in a 


reduction of the peak currents and the prolongation of the 
777 AE Sn A ARS MF EA (Qo MOOD SPN 
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half-waves as was shown in the case of the single-phase recti- 
fier. We therefore find that the amplitude of the undulation of 
the rectified wave form as compared with the alternating-cur- 
rent wave amounts to about 8 per cent., as against 60 per 
cent. in the single-phase rectifier.* 

Relationship of Current and Pressure in Polyphase Recti- 
fers. A fairly definite relationship exists between the direct 
current pressure and the transformer secondary phase pressure 
this Deng given for a six-phase rectifier by the simplified 
equation :— 


R.M.S. phuse pressure, ey = V * UA 


where V is the desired d.c. pressure, « the drop in the arc, 
e the drop in the anode chokers, and c and k correction 
factors depending upon the connections adopted, while 1.35 
is a constant giving the mean value of the pressure fluctua- 
tions above the points of intersection of the individual half- 
waves. 

Taking a typical case in which it is desired to give direct 
current at 250 volts, we obtain :— 


_ 950-+20+ (. 2 0) 
ep = 1.85 XK 0. 9 7 = 234 volts. 


The drop in the anode chokers is taken at 30 volts, and that 
in the arc as 20 volts. The values 1.2 and 0.97 given to c aml 
k have been obtained by experience. The transformer must 
therefore give 234 volts between the neutral point and its 


terminals to produce 250 volts on the direct-current side at 


normal load. Aog for the regulation of the transformer, 
which is,generaly taken as double that obtaining with an 
ordinary alternating current having a 90 per cent. power 
factor, we arrive at an open circuit pressure that is conaider- 
ably higher. If, for example, we assume the regulation to be 
increased to 6 per cent., the transformer open circuit voltage 
wil be 948 volts. The corresponding rectifier pressure will 


i Vo= (1.85x0.97 X248) 20 305 volts. 


There is a total drop, therefore, of 305— 250 55 volts, giving 
an inherent regulation from no load to full load of 18 per cent. 
If such coarse regulation is inadmissible it can be considerably 
improved by interconnecting the windings of the anode 
chokers, which has the effect of changing the factor c in the 
equation from 1.3 to 0.2, resulting in a corresponding decrease 


Fic. 8.—MERCURY SEAL, 
IN SECTION. 


Fia. 7. 


of the overall regulation. Many forms of connections can 
be utilised, all giving different results to suit varying con- 
ditions. HEC: 

Dealing now with the relationship existing between the two 
currents, we have the interesting result that for a polyphase 
rectifier the theoretical R.M.S. value of the phase current 
is equivalent to the total direct current divided yee square 
root of the number of phases or I eff C/ Vn; n being 6 for a 
six-phase case, 6 is therefore equal to 2.45. Taking a 
1,000-ampere rectifier, the phase current would be 1,000/2.45 
=408 amperes. In practice this theoretical value would be 
somewhat reduced due to the over-lapping effect produced by 
the anode and regulation coils which enables 2.8 to 3.5 to 
be taken instead of 2.45. l 

From the foregoing it is evident that the kVA rating of 
rectifier transformers must be higher than the correspondi ng 
direct current output. On an average the primary is gn 
for an input 20 per cent. greater to allow for efficiency and 
power factor, and the secondary an output 70 to 80 per cent. 
greater, making an increase for the whole transformer of 
about 1.5 times the direct current output. 

To prevent confusion, it should be pointed out that though 
a larger transformer must be used it does not mean there 
is a corresponding loss of energy. The secondary windings 
may be said to be unfavourably utilised because of the larger 
section of copper that is o ries on account of the effective 
value of the phase current being high as compared with the 
direct current. This is due to each posse only dealing with 
half-waves. Hence it follows that the transformer must be 
a good deal bigger than one designed for normal purposes. 

e transformer primary windings are invariably delta con- 
nected, though the star connection can be used when a regula- 
tion choker is connected in the neutral point. The explanation 
for this lies in the fact that without the choker alluded to 
the slight ripples in the direct current would react on the 
primary supply if the transformer were star connected, but by 


* See B.B.C. Review No. 6, 1919. 
t See B.B.C. Review No. 6, 1919. 


adopting the delta connection with its closed circuit the effect 
is largely damped out. The regulation choker stil further 
smooths out the ripples and enables either form of connection 
to be used. For very high primary pressures, however, the 
transformers are always star connected. 

The Construction of Large Rectifiers.—In the early stages 
of the development of the large steel rectifier many serious 
and almost insuperable difficulties were encountered, and the 
present production is the result of many years of patient 
experimenting, and the experience gained in actual practice 
with a number of installations on the Continent. The serious 
nature of these difficulties may be gauged by the fact that 
one well-known concern, after working for some time with 
little success, abandoned its manufacture, considering such 
rectifiers to be too unreliable and costly to compete with the 
usual rotating converters. To those endeavouring to reach 
a solution, the results obtained with the glass bulb rectifier 
were of little assistance, because when dealing with heavy 
currents the whole aspect of the subject changes. Broadly 
speaking, the difficulties that had to be overcome can be 
summarised as follows :— 

(a) The manufacture of large cylinders that would be abso- 
lutely gastight. 

(b) The electrodes had to operate satisfactorily at high 
temperatures without deterioration of the insulation. 

(c) The possibility of internal short-circuits occurring had 
to be eliminated as far as possible. 

Sealing*.—When dealing with large cylinders consisting of 
a number of component parts, the difficulties of sealing are 
considerable, especially as a high degree of vacuum is essen- 
tial to satisfactory operation. After trying many methods. 
the best results were found to be obtained by the use of 
asbestos packing and mercury, which together form a perfect 
seal. This form of seal has contributed very largely to the 
success of the Brown, Boveri rectifier, and is illustrated dia- 
grammatically in fig. 8. It will be seen that the anode c is 
securely clamped against the asbestos washers b by the bolt 
x, while the mercury is poured into the spaces a surrounding 
the bolt and the anode insulator. The mercury completely 
fills up any irregularities in the surface of the materials with 
which it is in contact, and if the bearing surfaces for the 
asbestos are properly prepared and the washers well bedded, 
it is impossible for any air to percolate through. In justifica- 
tion of this it may be stated that the necessity for running 
the vacuum pumps after the cylinders have been completely 
exhausted is in general not because of any air that might 
leak inwards, but because of the gases that are given off at the 
anodes when well loaded. In fact, so satisfactory is the 
design that it is possible to maintain quite easily a vacuum 
equal to 0.01 mm. Hg. 


(To be continued.) 


THE ELECTRIFICATION OF A YORKSHIRE 
WOOLLEN MILL. 


AN interesting conversion from mechanical to electrical 
drive has recently been completed at Messrs. Rouse Bros’. 
Vale Mills, Oakworth, situated in an isolated and interesting 
part of the West Riding of Yorkshire. u 

These milla have utilised water power for driving their 
spinning and weaving :hinery for upwards of 60 years. 

The electrical equipment is unique, inasmuch as induction 
alternators are used to 19 electricity from power 
supplied by the turbines. The use of generators of this type 
does away with complicated synchronising switchgear and 
the skilled attention which it demands. A glance at the main 
switchboard shown in fig. 2 will supply evidence of the 
sun pc for operation purposes. 

e building containing the water wheel was completely 
dried out and made suitable for electrical machinery. . 

The new turbine pe (fig. 1) consiste of three turbines, 
made by Messrs. Gilbert Gilkes, of Kendal, two taking water 
from the lower level supply and one from the higher. The 
lower level turbines are of the single discharge spiral-casing 
type, and develop 125 and 64 h.p. respectively on a head of 
36 ft. when using 2,300 and 1,200 cu. ft. of water per minute 
the speed being 428 and 600 r.p.m. The turbines are carri 
on cast iron combination bedplates and direct-coupled to the 
generators. The high fall turbine is of the double discharge 
twin runner type, and is arranged so that in periods of drought 
the water may be shut off from one runner, thereby enabling 
the other to be operated at a much higher efficiency. 
turbine is also mounted on a cast iron bed and coupled direct 
to the generator. It is designed to develop 150 h.p. at a 
working head of 60 ft., using 2,000 cu. ft. of water per minute 
and running at 600 r.p.m. 

It is interesting to note that there is no governor gear re- 
quired, as the generators are run in parallel with the supply 
taken from the Keighley Corporation, and as & natural con- 
sequence, the speed is maintained constant. The simple 
manner in which these machines are put on circuit calls for 
special attention. First, the distributor vanes on the turbine 
are opened to allow sufficient water to pass to run the turbine 
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up to approximately synchronous speed. Secondly. the gene- 
rator is switched direct on to the line, the vanes being opened 
fully out in order to allow the necessary amount of water to 
pass for the generator to develop its full output. This com- 
pletes the operation. 

Considerable difficulty was experienced in arranging the 

turbines in suitable positions without entailing excessive cost 
jn altering masonry and pen troughs. This accounts for the 
peculiar angles at which the pipes run. Each turbine drives 


FIG. l.—ViEw or HYDRAULIC TURBO-ALTERNATORS. 


an induction type alternator, the outputs of which are 81 kW 
and 43 kW for the low level turbines, and 108 kW for the 
n id level machine. 

n addition to the electrical power derived from hydraulic 
power, & certain amount is taken from the mains of the 
Keighley Corporation, this being stepped down from 6,600 
volts to 400 voits, by three 250-kVA transformers, at which 


pressure it is distributed from the main switchboard (fig. 2) 


which controls the alternators. It comprises three alternator, 
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Fia. 2.—MAIN SWITCHBOARD. 


two transformer, and four feeder panels. Each is equipped 
with an oil switch, energy meter, and so forth. 

All the motors up to and including 60 h.p. are of the 
squirrel cage enclosed ventilated pattern running at 580 r. p. m.; 
above this size they are of the slip ring pattern. All the 60 
h.p., 80 h.p.. and 100 h.p. machines are fitted with third 
bearing shaft extension and are mounted on substantial cast 
iron bedplates. 

The large weaving shed contains upwards of 100 looms. 
Six 95 h.p. motors situated in the roof drive two shafts each, 
while another shaft is driven by a 100-h.p. machine, the 
. auto-transformer starters for these and the other motors in 
the mill being manufactured by Messrs. George Ellison, of 
Birmingham. 


The contract for the electrification of this mill was carriea 
out by the General Electric Co., Ltd., through its Leeds 

ranch. 

In conclusion, thanks are due to Messrs. Rouse Bros. for 
permission to take the photographs reproduced in this article, 
and to publish the particulars. 


THERMAL CHARACTERISTICS OF ELECTRIC 
OVENS AND HOT-PLATES. - 


By EZER GRIFFITHS, ei Tum F. H. SCHOFIELD, 


B.A., 


(Abstract of paper read before the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEERS.) 


Tue British Engineering Standards Association recently issued 
Standard Specification No. 106, 1920,* for electrically-heated 
cooking ranges. Among other requirements, certain thermal 
tests are prescribed which are based on experimental work 
carried out at the National Physical Laboratory in 1918. The 
present paper reviews the prescribed tests so that the reason 
for their selection may be understood. It is concerned with 
hot-plates and cooking stoves solely from the thermal point 
of view, and does not touch on other factors also dealt with 
in the specification. 

For toasting or grilling, a high proportion of radiant energy 
is required, involving the use of bare resister elemente at a 
red heat; for intermittent operations the lightly constructed 
plate or oven embodying a minimum amount of metal has 
obvious advantages, while for continuous operation the heavy 
plate or well-lagged oven is probably most suitable. The 
cooking appliances sent to the N.P.L. included 15 makes of 
hot-plates and eight makes of ovens, and seem to have been 
a representative selection of the various types. 


Hor-PrarEs. 


In testing hot-plates, conditions should correspond closely 
to those prevailing in practice. Ordinary cooking utensils are 
not sutticiently standardised to be used for quantitative tests; 
therefore, metallic disks of the same order of cross-section 
and thermal capacity were used for the purpose, and attempts 
were made to determine the effect of various surface con- 
ditions in the heat-receiving face. Experiments were also 
made with special cast-iron vessels containing oil. 

Except where otherwise stated, the copper disk used was 
supported off the plate by steel pegs, and the surface of the 
disk was oxidised. The following results were obtained during 
the heating up of the plate :— 

Temperature distribution was quite uniform for both the 
open and enclosed types of plate, except where the disk was 
larger than the heat-emitting area. tn the latter case the 
outer edge of the disk lagged behind the centre. Copper 
disks of the same thickness but of different diameters were 
placed over an enclosed hot-plate of larger diameter. The 
watts supplied were approximately the same for the two ex- 
periments, and there is only a very slight difference between 
the rate of temperature rise in the two cases. This implies 
that the disk only absorbs the energy emitted from the area 
actually covered. The uncovered area radiates the heat into 
space, and there is but little transverse conduction across the 
top of the plate. 

When supported off the hot-plate by the steel pegs the 
copper disk is heated primarily by radiation and by air con- 
duction through an air layer. Convection in such a narrow 
horizontal layer would probably be of negligible magnitude. 
Hence the degree of oxidation of the receiving surface would 
exercise a considerable influence on the heat transfer by 
radiation. 

Actually the coefficient of emission of an oxidised cast-iron 
plate is about 70 per cent. of that of a black body, while for 
oxidised copper the value 50 per cent. would be of the right 
order, but if the copper surface were cleaned up with emery 
paper its coefficient would probably be less than 10 per cent. 
So that the heat transfer for a given difference of temperature 
would only be onefifth that obtained with the oxidised 
surface. If account is taken of multiple reflections of energy 
between the two surfaces, the effect is to increase considerably 
the heat transfer by radiation. 

Assuming the standard case of both surfaces being oxidised, 
and assuming an air-gap between them, then the heat trans- 
mitted by thermal conduction is greater than that by pure 
radiation. It has been repeatedly observed that the surface 
of the hot-plate was at a red heat (about 600 deg. C.) when 
the copper disk was in the neighbourhood of 300 deg. C. 
Radiation is the more important factor in the heat transmis- 
sion under these conditions. 

In the case of the open spiral types of hot-plates the con- 
ditions are somewhat different; the spirals are running at a 
steady bright red heat and the fireclay grooves are also at a 
fairly high temperature and, since the air-gap is considerably 


* ELEC. Rev:, Aug. 18th, p. 212, and 27th, p. 263, 1920. 
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increased, it is probable that some convection occurs. Under 
these circumstances it would be expected that thermal con- 
duction would be relatively unimportant compared with radia- 
tion and convection transfer. 

Experiments were made with a closed-type plate to illustrate 
the intluence of the surface condition of the receiving copper 
disk, and it was found that the effect of polishing the surface 
is to reduce considerably the rate at which the disk absorbs 
heat. Regarding the ettect of metal contact between hot-plate 
and disk, oxidisation does not allect the rate of rise of tem- 
perature, and consequently it may be presumed that the two 
surfaces were in sufficiently intimate contact to prevent 
oxidation of the receiving face of the disk. For other experi- 
ments the copper disk was raised with the three steel pegs; 
the time required to heat up to 200 deg. C. was reduced 
from about 13 to 6 minutes, by placing the surfaces in close 
contact. 

Some typical results obtained with the copper disk are set 
out in Table IJ. Efliciencies give the ratio of the heat 
absorbed by the disk, i.e., the heat capacity of the disk 
multiplied by the temperature-rise of 100 or 200 deg. C., to the 
energy supplied to the hot-plate during the time interval 
taken by the disk to rise 100'or 200 deg. C. 

The results of these experiments bring out two important 
points. First, while the interposition of an air-gap by means 
of pegs makes the contact conditions reproducible, it has the 
disadvantage that the conditions are of a different character 
from those in actual practice, and this may operate unfairly 
against the hot-plates with machined surfaces compared with 
the radiant types. 

Secondly, the disk has a very small thermal capacity, being 
equivalent to only 0.18 pint of water. 


TABLE I. 
Open type Closed type 
1,085 to 1,400 910 to 1,150 


4.2 to 5.6 9.0 to 11.1 
10.0 to 12.1 4.8 to 6.4 


Further experiments were made with thick mild steel disks, 
and it was ascertained that the uniformity of the temperature 
over a plane of the disk was quite satisfactory and that, 
therefore, the mean temperature could be obtained by observa- 
tions with a thermometer, which is probably more convenient 
for general use than a thermo-couple. 

The heat capacity of this disk was equal to 1.6 pints of 
water, while a similar copper disk had a rather larger capacity. 
Some iypical results obtained with these disks are given in 
Table II. As before, the * efficiencies " are taken to be the 
ratio of the heat absorbed by the disk to the energy supplied 
to the hot-plate. The etficiency for the complete run to the 
maximum temperature attained by the disk after the energy 
is switched off is greater than the efficiency during heating 


Mean waits et Qe 
Time to rise 100? C., min. 
Efficiency, per cent. : 


since, for some time after switching off, heat will continue to 


flow into the disk. 
TABLE II. 


Open type Closed type 
1.420 to 1,550 730 to 2,570 
24.75 to 25.58 15.33 to 25.92 


27.6 to 30.3 96.8 to 60.2 


Experiments were made with two cast-iron vessels supplied 
by the British Engineering Standards Association. The bot- 
tom surfaces had been machined up, but were not quite 
true, and cotton-seed oil was used as the liquid. The time- 
temperature curves for repeat experiments were not as con- 
cordant as those with the disks. This may be due to variable 
thermal contact between the bowl and the surface of the 
hot-plate, and to some extent to inefficient stirring. Calcula- 


Mean watts ... 983 - 

Time to rise to 200? C., min. 

Efficiency during heating, per 
cent. ud T Aes : 


tions of the efficiencies of the hot-plates have been made on. 


the basis of the above experiments, and are given in Table III. 
It is assumed that the bowl is at a uniform temperature 
throughout, and that the specific heat of the oil is 0.5. 


TABLE III. 


100? C. rise Full run 
Efficiency open type, per cent. ... 27.4 to 29.8 31.8 to 33.4 
Efficiency closed type, per cent. 35.5 to 42.7 45.2 to 53.4 


CooxixG STOVES. 


The efficiency of an oven should consist in the determination 
of (1) the number of electrical units required to bring the 
temperature of the interior to the maximum within a certain 
period. (2) the energy required to keep it at the minimum 
temperature necessary for cooking operations. In the first 
instance thermo-elements of iron-constantan were employed 
with the hot junction formed of very thin sheets of oxidised 
copper foil; the thermometric lag of this form of pyrometer is 
practically negligible. 

In the case of an oven which took 12 minutes to reach a 
temperature of 200 deg. C. from cold, the mercury thermo- 
meter lagged about 20 deg. C. behind the thermo-element, 
and for an oven taking 40 minutes to reach 200 deg. C. the 
lag was only 5 deg. C. 

To obtain the average temperature of the volume in the 
centre of the oven experiments were made using a hollow 
copper sphere with the two wires of the couple soldered to 


provision of suitable insulation. 


the top and bottom hemispheres respectively. The results 
of a comparison with a disk thermo-element showed that the 
sphere lags behind the disk by about 25 deg. C. in the case 
of an oven taking about 16 minutes to reach a temperature 
of 200 deg. C. ‘this lag could be reduced by making the 
sphere of thinner metal; the indications of the spherical form 
are independent of the orientation. -Further experunents were 
made with special mercury thermometers of the nitrogen-tilled 
type. It was found that the diflerences obtained for the 
various sized thermometers commercially obtainable were 
almost negligible compared with the lack of uniformity in 
the oven. However, to ensure reproducibility the size of 
the thermometer is specified. 

The distribution of temperature differs considerably in the 
different types of ovens according to the distribution of the 
heating units. 

No general rules can be laid down for the distribution of 
temperature, aud it would be impracticable to attempt an 
integration to obtain the true mean temperature.. lt will 
probably suflice for comparative tests to take the readings 
given by a single thermometer projecting into the centre of 
the oven. 


TABLE IV. 


Light ovens, air-gap insulation: 570 to 785 watts; kWh per 
cubie foot to raise to 20)? C., 0.319 to 0.350. 
Light ovens, air-gap insulation: 1,210 to 1,990 watts; kWh 
| per cubic foot to raise to 200° C., 0.222 to 0.585. 
Heavy ovens, lagged: 2,065 to 2,500 watts; kWh per cubic 
foot to raise to 2UU° C., 0.359 to 0.696. 


The procedure in making a test was to run the oven at 
full heat to the temperature desired and then to reduce 
to the medium or low heat by means of the switches provided 
with the oven. This corresponds more closely to what occurs 
in practice than the determination of the energy necessary 
for a series of equilibrium temperatures. The data obtained 
are suminarised in Table IV. ‘Lhe lagged ovens, usually of 
heavy construction, require from 1 to 14 units to raise the 
temperature to 200 deg. C., but are very etticient when 
working at a steady temperuture if account is taken of the 
cubic capacity in relation to watt supply. Most of the ovens 
tend to remain at a very steady temperature when switched: 
on to medium heat. 


THERMAL INSULATION OF OVENS. 


The thermal efficiency of an oven depends largely on the 
| laking a freely exposed 
vertical surface as being, on the whole, most typical of oven 
walls, the curves connecting convection loss and temperature 
difference illustrate the importance of employing surfaces 
of low radiating and absorbing power. Thus for a tempera- 
ture excess of 100 deg. C. above the surroundings, the heat 
loss of a surface with a 10 per cent. coetüicient will be only 
about one-half of that of a black body. To give some idea 
of the range of coefficients for common materials the following 
rough values may be given. Paints * of all colours and sur- 
faces (from matt to enamel) 80 to 90 per cent., oxidised metal 
surfaces 90 to 90 per cent., dull metal surfaces 20 to 40 per 
cent., polished metal surfaces 3 to 10 per cent. It is out 
of the question to use highly polished metal surfaces in oven 
construction, but the use of clean unoxidisable surfaces often 
adds considerably to the efficiency. In the case of ovens with 
thin solid walls (generally metal), the heat loss will be 
governed entirely by the surface “' resistance,” but in the: 
case of an oven with a double metal wall with air- 
gap the heat loss can be shown to be rather less than one- 
half of that of the single wall, for the convection loss between 
two parallel faces '' boxed in at the top and bottom is con- 
siderably smaller than for a plate with free access of air and 
the same temperature difference. | ws 

Regarding ovens with two metal walls and insulating mate- 
rial between them, z being the thickness of the insulating 
material, if z=2 cm. the heat loss will be about the same as for 
the double-walled oven with air-gap. If, however, z=5 cm., 
it will be a little more than one-half of that of the double- 
walled oven with air-gap. 

The above ſilustrations give some idea of the factors affect- 
ing the transference of heat through oven walls when the 
Steady state has been reached, such as in an oven run con- 
tinuously. But this is not often the case in practice. It is 
more common for an oven to be switched on when cold, 
used for some cooking operation, and then allowed to cool 
again. In these circumstances the heavily lagged oven, 
although more efficient in continuous running, may be at 
a disadvantage. Its greater heat capacity will cause energy 
to be wasted in heating up the mass, and it will take a longer 
time to reach its maximum temperature. Temperature curves 
for the air in the oven, and for the interior and exterior walls 
show that while the air and internal wall reach their maxima 
in less than 50 minutes, the exterior wall took over 100 minutes 
to reach its steady condition. ‘This means that. for the last- — 
mentioned period, energy is still being absorbed in heating 
ihe walls of the oven. The curve obtained when heating up 
the oven and determining the watts required to keep 1t steady 
at a series of ascending temperatures, and the curve obtained 
for a series of descending temperatures differ, because for the 


* A metallic paint such as aluminium paint is an exception, 
having a coetficient of about 50 per cent. 
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ascending part of the cycle, heat is flowing into the walls 
when the air in the oven is kept constant, and vice versa for 
the descending part. 


DISCUSSION IN LONDON. 


Mr. J. W. B&AUCHAMP, who opened the discussion; which 
was not intended to be confined to the subject dealt with in 
the paper, but to cover electrical appliances for domestic 
purposes generally, thought the paper would be a very useful 
one for reference purposes. The efficiencies of the various 
types of appliances did not differ very materially; efficiency 
really depended upon the operator, that was, on the size of 
cooking utensil used and on the art with which the switches 
were manipulated. Under present conditions the switches 
provided were not used to anything like the extent or manner 
in which they were intended to be used. The need for de- 
monstration was, therefore, very evident, and until users 
had been taught how to use electrical appliances properly 
the best results would not be achieved. lt should also be 
remembered that the use of the oven for roasting and baking 
was a small fraction of the total cooking operation which 
was carried out by means of hot-plates, &c. In that con- 
nection, the speaker did not think the last had been heard 
of immersion heaters. Such heaters when constructed of 
the proper shape to be easily cleaned would be found to be 
exceedingly useful and efficient devices. The paper had proved 
to be very useful to him, and he was sure it would be equally 
useful to manufacturers of, electric heating and cooking ap- 
paratus. 

Mr. H. H. Berry characterised the excellent work described 
by the authors as unique; the paper was a record of facts. 
Nevertheless there were other equally important facts to be 
considered which he regretted had been omitted. He then 
proceeded to outline his well-known system of maintaining a 
constant temperaure (equally applicable to the beating of 
rooms, water, ovens, hot-plates, &c.) by means of one fire 
burning a cheap fuel. and '' topping up by means of elec- 
tricity to any higher temperature as and when required. The 
complaint that central heating caused houses to become 
'" stuffy and oppressive was justified, because the constant 
temperature maintained by such systems was usually much 
higher than was necessary. i 

Mr. W. A. GILLOTT criticised the tests outlined by the 
authors on the ground that they did not represent 
the true conditions obtaining in the domestic use of 
the appliances. He thought their first aim should be 
to standardise nomenclature; for example, a ''hot-plate ” 
was really a boiling plate, and what was termed a 
cooking range was no more than an oven. The 
tests had been carried out from a laboratory standpoint, 
and they had no commercial value. Why could not the tests 
have been made under ordinary domestic conditions? In his 
opinion a better line on which to work would be to show 
that a device could be relied upon to do a certain amount of 
work in a definite time. Special utensils were now obtainable 
for use with electrical cooking devices, and it should be 
remembered that the object was not to heat a surface 
uniformly or otherwise, but to cook the contents of the vessel. 
With regard to ovens, no indication was given in the paper 
of which was the best type of heating element to use; his 
opinion was that the elements should be placed on the sides 
of the oven, they should be very robust, and unaffected by 
extreme temperatures. In designing an oven the first con- 
sideration should be rapidity of heating up to cooking tem- 
perature. 

Mr. W. R. Cooper confessed that he had failed to under- 
stand the true meaning of the figures for efficiency which the 
authors had given. The methods adopted for the tests were 
condemned by the results which had been obtained, which 
contradicted each other. He was not in favour of the use 
of disks standing on pegs because the layer of air thus intro- 
duced between the disk and the hot-plate would alter the 
conditions. It would be preferable to place the disk in direct 
contact with the hot plate, but it was of very little use 
attempting to work to any great accuracy in such tests. The 
use of oil would alter the conditions because it would result 
in too high a temperature being reached, and the best method 
to adopt would probably be to use an ordinary cooking vessel 
and boil in it a definite quantity of water. 

Mr. H. T. Harrison protested against the criticism which 
had been made as he thought the paper contained useful data 
and would be a valuable one for reference purposes. At the 
same time the authors had made several assumptions which 
they had no right to make. For instance, the shape of the 
ordinary vertical oven, which took as its model the gas-heated 
oven, was quite wrong; the correct shape was one in which 
the breadth and width were large compared with the height. 
Moreover, why were ovens always constructed of a materia! 
which conducted the heat away and then lagged in order to 
retain a portion of the heat? He had used for many years 
an oven in the construction of which no metal whatever had 
been used. Another point to be remembered was that in many 
establishments the same cooking vessels were used for cooking 
by coal fire, gas, or electricity, and such utensils were usually 
not merely oxidised, but actually coated with a thick deposit 
of carbon. The need for instruction in the proper use of 
electrical domestic devices was apparent; and it should always 
be remembered that the electrical method should not be 


advocated on economical grounds, but on account of ite clean- 
liness and convenience. 

Mr. P. Goop critcised the use of the word efficiency by 
the authors, and thought that a better idea of their meaning 
would have been conveyed if they had used some other term. 
It was & matter of the greatest difficulty to devise tests wnich 
could be repeated with accuracy; he had seen much of the 
work in progress at the N.P.L., and many of the results which 
had been boiled down into the paper, and he congratulated 
the authors on their achievement. ‘lhe future development 
of the application of electricity to domestic purposes would 
depend largely on standardisation; interchangeability of such 
things as wall plugs, &c., although small in themselves, would 
exercise considerable influence and their standardisation would 
be very helpful. What they wanted was apparatus, together 
with accessories and component parts, which was interchange- 
able and capable of being moved from room to room, or house 
to house, as was the case with gas-heated devices. 

Prof. E. W. MaRCHANT said that some of the points he had 
intended to raise had been covered by Mr. Cooper's remarks. 
He criticised the use of the word efficiency, and described 
the tests as unfavourable ones, but thought the apparatus was 
not actually as bad as would appear from the authors' results. 
He had caused some tests to be made by his students by 
boiling an ordinary kettle on an electric hot-plate, and they 
had found that with a kettle having a clean bottom and one- 
quarter full of water, the efficiency was 40 per cent., and 
when full 52 per cent. When the bottom of the kettle was 
candle blacked the efficiencies were respectively 32 and 40 
per cent. Surely they could devise tests and present the 
results in such a manner as would give a clearer indication 
of what the apparatus was really capable of doing than had 
been done in the paper? . 

Mr. C. G. NosBs, speaking as a manufacturer, explained 
that most tests relating to heating and cooking devices were 
very indefinite, but the authors had given them figures which 
could be trusted, because they knew exactly how those results 
had been obtained. Immersion heaters were the best means 
of heating water electrically; the air temperature within an 
oven was very variable, and he thought that if during the 
tests a bulk equal to the object to be cooked had been placed 
inside the ovens the results obtained would have been very 
different. | 

Mr. A. F. Berry pointed out that it was very difficult to 
determine what the efficiency of a particular oven was; the 
objects to be cooked in an oven varied greatly, and there 
were a whole lot of cross elements that had to be considered. 
Considering the complexity of the subject he thought the 
authors had tackled it valiantly. 

Prof. J. T. MacGrecor-Morris pleaded for instruction to 
be given on the proper use of domestic electrical appliances; 
printed instructions were of little use, they were rarely read 
and still more rarely remembered. Turned cast-iron utensils 
were undesirable because they soon got into bad condition. 
and an essential point about electric cooking was reliability. 
He had used electricity for that purpose for 15 years, and had 
found that the cost of element renewals was a serious item; 
if he had not been an electrical engineer he would have aban- 
doned electric cooking long ago. Little details which might 
appear of no consequence to an electrician were really very 
serious in the eyes of the user who knew nothing about elec- 
tricity, and it was just those details that needed improve- 
ment and on which the future of the whole subject would 
depend. 

Mr. E. T. WILLIAMS was of the opinion that the problem 
had been considered too much from the engineer’s point of 
view; on the other hand, the housewife looked at the 
bill. It was of little use to rely on cooks and housemaids 
to manipülate the switches properly, and the only remedy 
would be the incorporation of a simple form of thermal 
switch in the oven. Such a device would go a long way 
towards satisfying the housewife's point of view. Undoubtedly 
the best form of propaganda was to install the device in the 
house, und after demonstrating how it should be used, the 
housewife should be allowed to use it herself for a period. 
If that method were tried he was sure the device would be 
retained in every case. He favoured some form of central 
heating by which the temperature could be '' topped up as 
outlined by Mr. Berry. During the spring and autumn some 
artificial heating was often required in the morning and even- 
ing, but not during the day time, and under those conditions 
EM radiators were most suitable and cheaper than coal 

res. 

A speaker, whose name was missed, explained that in an 
“all electric home three-quarters of the electricity con- 
sumed would be used in heating water. Under those con- 
ditions the cost would be prohibitive, and the whole problem. 
therefore. rested upon the development of some form of cheap 
and efficient water heater. 

Dr. E. GRIFFITHS, in briefly. replving to the discussion, 
pointed out that the disks used in the experiments had a 
thermal capacity equal to a certain quantity of water; the 
conditions, therefore, were easily comparable. Immersion 
heaters were excellent for heating water and other liquids, 
but they had been set a definite task, and the results ob- 
tained were set out in the paper. They always did what they 
were asked to do to the best of their ability, and if they were 
asked to elaborate the investigation they would have much 
pleasure in rendering assistance. 
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NEW 


ELECTRICAL DEVICES, 


FITTINGS AND PLANT. 


Readers are invited to submit particulars of new or improved devices and apparatus, which will be published 
if considered of sufficient interest, 


A British Washing Machine. 


Electric washing machines that have hitherto come to our 
notice depend upon the effect obtained by enclosing the articles 
to be washed either in a cylindrical container which rotates 
in water, or in a circular container fitted with a revolving or 
oscillating dolly which rubs the clothes. 

Messrs. NAPIER-KIMBER, LTD., 109, Great Portland Street, 
W.1, have produced a washer (fig. 1) in which the washing 
effect is obtained by enclosing the articles to be washed in a 
container to which a vertical reciprocating motion is imparted 
with a frequency of 30 to 50 complete oscillations per minute, 
the sides of the container being so designed as to ensure a 
rapid and forcible flow of water in and out of the container, 
and therefore through the articles at each oscillation. 

The container, which is rectangular in shape, is suspended 
at the ends of two arms which are attached at their other 
ends to a rocking shaft. This shaft is mounted near the top, 


Fig. 1.— Tur Narrer-Kimper ELECTRIC WASHER. 


and at one side of the rectangular tank projects two inches. A 
lever is attached to one end of the overhang, and at the othe 
end to a connecting rod which runs on a crank pin attached 
through a dog clutch to the low speed shaft of an electrically- 
driven worm gear. A wringer is mounted on one side 
of the tank and driven from the same shaft as the washing 
mechanism. A dog clutch is provided here also so that it is 
possible either to run the washer or the wringer separately 
or both together, as may be desired. 

The wringer is driven by means of a round belt, the tension 
of which can be adjusted so that it will slip at a load below 
that which involves an overload on the motor, and the belt 
tightening arrangement consists of a pair of jockey pulleys 
mounted on the end of a pivoted arm, the pivot end of which 
is capable of revolution about the same axis as the driving 
pulley on the main low-speed shaft. It is thus possible to 
obtain a vertical belt drive to the wringer, while at the same 
time keeping the whole of the vital portions of the mechanism 
underneath the tank, and thus avoiding the risk of splashing. 

Apart from a main double-pole switch and fuse controlling 
the motor itself the control of the machine is effected by 
Bowden wire mechanisms operating on the washer and 


wringer clutches respectively. The machine is of British manu- 
facture throughout. 


A Novel Bowl Clip. 


The usual method of suspending bowl fittings in lighting 
installations is by means of a ring into which the bowl drops. 
This, of course, necessitates a stock of rings of various sizes, 
and probably a different size for each bowl. An extremely 
simple but at the same time efficient device to supplant this 


Fic. 2.—TuHeE " LEVAHOOK "" CLIP. 


method of suspension has been produced by Messrs. Henry G. 
RICHARDSON & Sons, flint glass manufacturers, Wordsley, near 
Stourbridge. This is the small combined hook and clip illus- 
trated in fig. 9. The ''Levahook," as it is aptly named. 
consists of a bent lever of cast brass, the top part of which 


— am 


FId 3.—APPLICATION OF CLIPS. 


it hooked for the reception of a chain while the other end 
fits against the inside of the bowl. The rim of the bowl is 
then held by the pivoted hook scen in the illustration, and 
the weight of the bowl keeps the fitting closed. It will be 
seen that the greater the weight of the bowl, the more effec- 
tively is it held by the fitting. Any size or shape of bowl can 
be fitted with this clip. A patent is being applied for. Fig. 3 
shows the fitting applied to a suspended bowl. 
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NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 
(NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 


8 for this journal by N Sayrow-Jowzs, O' Dm anD 
Chartered Patent Agents, 885, High Holborn, Londoa, W.C. 1. 


1921. 


3,467. '' Electric switches." C. Hyland. January 28th. 
NE dd * Adaptors [or electric lighting, &c., circuits.“ F. Young. January 

th. 

3,473. ''Blocks for securing ceiling-roses, electric light switches, gas 
brackets, &c., to walls and ceiüngs." G. H. Easter. January 28th. 

3,474. '' Electrical heaters." ]. R. Quain. January 28th. 

3,480. Method of cleaning sparking plugs." J. Chabrolle. January 28th. 
(France, January 29th, 1920.) 

3,482. “Joints for electric conductors." W. C. Bailey and London Electric 
Supply Corporation, Ltd. January 38th. 

483. '' Sound receivers.” Signal Ges. January 28th. 
ber 16th, 1920.) 

3.489. Electrical instantaneous water-heater.“ 
Marks (Caselli). January 28th. 

3,492. Arrangement for doubling number of periods in electro-dynamo 
vibrating devices for sound transmitters, Xc." W. Kunze. January 28th. 

27. ''Delay-action devices employing thermionic valves." N. Lea and 
Radio Communication Co., Ltd. January 29th. 

A ** Electro-plating "barrels, dipping baskets, &c.'" F. R. Tubbs. Janu- 


ar 3 

2 * Electric head-lights for vehicles.’ R. Bosch Akt.-Ges. 
Brh. (Germany, November 26th, 1920.) 

3,535. Relay for amplification of electrical energy." D. H. Fehr. Janu- 


(Germany, Octo- 
E. Caselli and E. C. R. 


January 


* Apparatus for recording telephone calls. A. D. Ickringill. Janu- 
ary ‘Doth. 

576. '' Automatic variable resistance with single rheostat for printing 
kinematographic negatives." L. Lobel. January 39th. (France, February 3rd, 


3,5 “ Incandescent electric lamps, and methods of manufacturing same.“ 
British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (General Electric Co.) and General Eke 
tric Co. January 29th. 

3.578. Means for making and breaking electric circuits.” F. M. Brown 
and A. E. Davies. January 29th. 

3,596/7. “ Motor vehicle lamps." W. H. Eggington & H. Lucas. Janu- 
ui 23th. 

610. ''Automatic variable resistance with single rheostat for printing 
kinematographic negatives." L. Lobel. January 29th. (France, September 
27th, 1920.) 

3,266. ‘‘ Illuminating systems for vehicles." S. V. Gramlich. January 26th. 

3.268. Sound amplifier." W. F. Smith. January 26th. 

9,275. '' Brakes for cableways.“ S. A. Rogers. January 26th. 

3,018. “ Combined electric etarting, lighting, ignition, and warming system 
for motor cars, &c." R. H. Playfoot. Janua 3lst. 

3,626. '' Electric rectifying device." A. Day and J. C. Robertson. January 
3,647. “Instrument for conveying sound to the deaf." A. L. J. Belasco. 
January 3lst. 

atc * Adjustable anti-vibrator for electric lamps." H. Clayton. Janu- 
ary 3ist. 

9,665 E. H. H. Hassler. 


H. W. F. Ireland, H. Lucas, and 


* Brush-holders for dynamo electric machines.’ 
January 31st. 

3,677. Automatic electric switches.“ 
O. Lucas. January 3lst. 

3.678. Sparking plugs." T. J. Puplett. January 3lst. 

3,683. Magneto-ignition apparatus for internal combustion engines.” 
Scintilla. January 3lst. (Switzerland, February 4th, 1920.) 

3,685. Electric furnace regulators." British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 
(General Electric Co.) and General Electric Co. January. 3lst. 

39,693. '' Telegraph and telephone systems." I. Hortix. January 3lst. 

9,699. '' Means for recording telephone calls." A. W. Wood. January 


3,704. “ Process of carrying out to the limit incompletely proceeding reac- 
tions." H. Arnold and T. Goldschmidt Akt.-Ges. January pue (Germany, 
07 7th, 1920.) 

3.709. Wireless telegraph calling or alarm devices." T. D. Parkin. 
January 31st. 

3,718. ''Spark plugs." P. J. Donavan. January 3lst. 

720. Electric fly switches." A. J. Bonellia. January 3lst. : 

3,733. * Machine for taking soundings from submarines, &c." C. I. 
Cockin. February Ist. 

3,734. ''Device for testing sparking plugs.“ 
Jennison. February Ist. 

* Means for coupling electric cables, &c.“ 
Wilkinson. February Ist. 

9,744. ''Gripping device for electric lamp holders, &c."' 
February Ist. . 

3.774. Apparatus for indicating and recording speed and number of 
movements mechanism, applicable also as distance indicator for road 
vehicles. G. J. Gibbs. February Ist. 

9,777. Automatic, &c., telephone systems.” Aitken, February 1st. 

3,802. Manufacture of commutators of p electric machinery, &c." 
L. Neal. February lst. 

8.805. „ Head lamps ſor vehicles, & c,.“ H. C. Gibson. February Ist. 

9,809. * Electric generating plants or systems," Cutler-Hammer Manu- 
facturing P and lgranic Electric Co., Ltd. (Cutler-Hammer Manufacturing 
Co.) February Ist. 

3,810. Alternating current commutator motors." British Thomson-Houston 
Co., Ltd. (General Electric Co.) and General cule Co. February Ist. 

9,820. '' Electrical heating of buildings, &c." J. R. Bayley, K. G. Maxwell 
and Metropolitan. Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. February Ist. 

8,829 Electric starters, for internal combustion engines." E. R. Elliston. 
February Ist. 

3,831. '' Means for obtaining electricity from the atmosphere." H. Gough- 
Turner. February Ist. 

3,834. '' Terminal plate for electrical and engineering purposes." J. Laird. 
February Ist. 

3,855. '' Sparking plug." C. A. West. February 2nd. 

3,861. Burglar alarms." N. Reeves. February And. 

3,863. ''Cab signal for railway trains," L. W. Madge. February 2nd. 

3,867. Controlling, starting, &c., apparatus for electric generators and/or 
motors." T. H. M. Swinburne. February 2nd. 

3,884. '' Electrically operated machines for riveting, pressing, stamping, 
c.“ R. M. Taylor. February And. 

" Combined electric plugs or holders and circuit breaking devices.' 
L. Poncet. February 2nd. 
9.906. Submersible electrical machinery." 


F. Greenhalgh and J. J. 
G. Andrew and F. H. 
J. Ashworth. 


E. L. W. Byrne. February 


3,907. * Travelling platform for termini of electric tramway systems." 
C. R. Thompson. February 2nd. 


3.909. Telephone repeaters. Western Electric Co., Ltd. (Western Elec- 
tric Co., (Inc.). February 2nd. 

3.916. Electric switches." A. H. Cornish, Petters, Ltd. and H. S. 
Saunders. February 2nd. 

3.919. Electric liquid heaters." Festa Akt.-Ges. 
many, February llth, 1990.) 

3,927. '' Electro-mechanicallv controlled telephone system.“ 
and H. Baron (Aldendorff), February 2nd. 

3,928. ‘ Electric switches.“ British Thomson-Houston Co., 
Electric Co.) and General Electric Co. February 9nd: 

3.932. Electric arc welding." International Welding Engineering Cor. 


RU E. White (International Welding Engineering Corporation). Feb. 


February 2nd. (Ger- 
F. Aldendorff 
Ltd. (General 


“ Sparking plugs.“ 


9,946. J. C. Milne. February 2nd. 
9,962. '' Portable electric hand lamps." G. 
4,019 


W. Richards. February @nd. 
. '' Magnetically operated device for indicating or controMing changes 
of level, &c." R. H. Barbour and Electrical Apparatus Co., Ltd. February 


4,044. Arc lamp carbon holders." W. van den Broeck. February 3rd, 
4,045. '' Means for indicating direction to aircraft during fog.” J. T. 
Babington. February 3rd. 
4,055. ''Portable accumulators.” J. W. Cook. February Srd. i 
4057. Electric switches." C. L. Arnold and C. R. Belling. February 
4.058. Relays, amplifiers, and high-frequency signalling «eceiving appara- 
tus, &c." P. R. Coursey and S. Pocock. February 3rd. 
4,062. '' Electric motors, &c." J. V. Brittain and F. E. Harris. February 


4,068. ''Semi-direct electric light fittings." S. D. White and F. Win- 
stanley. February 3rd. 

4,089. *''Sparking plugs." A. H. Fynn. February 3rd. 

4,091. ‘* Electron discharge apparatus. General Electric Co., Ltd., and C. F. 
Trippe. February 3rd. 

4.093. Charging hoppers for electric furnaces.” E. E. D. Edlundh, 
E. C. Beck-Friis, and d. I. Thorssell. February 3rd. 

4.118 / 9. Electric transformers." O. Imray (Pittsburgh Transformer Co.) 
and Pittsburgh Transformer Co. February 3rd. 

4.120. Electric plug switches, switch fuses, Kc." H. F. Shanahan. 
February 3rd. 

4.121. Thermionie valves for wireless telegraphy and telephony.” B. 
Hodgson,, S. R. Mallard, L. G. Preston, and G. Shearing. February 3rd. 

4.131. Anti-dazzle device for electric motor lamps." N. Kemp and W. H. 
Kemp. February 4th. 

4,156. “ Electric thermostats.” E. P. Barfield and E. W. Wild. February 


4.157. “Signalling.” W. H. Crabb. February 4th. 
4.169. Dead cable indicator." H. McCrudden. February 4th. 
4.177. Motor head-lights, and electric lamps therefor.” A. B. Gibbons. 


February 4th. 
4.178. Registering telephone calls." E. H. Kinnard. February 4th. 
4.179. Talking machines, &c. ” C. "n Darnett. February 4th. 


4,180. ''Telephonic apparatus." H. Edmunds. February 4th. 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


The aumbers in pareatheses are those under which the spesifications will bs 
priated and abridged, asd all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


g 19 A4. 


8,327. ''Control apparatus for multiple-speed gear." 
Tramways & Carriage Co., Ltd. April 2nd, 1914. 
17,036. Electric gasfilled glow discharge lamps.“ 


1913. 
17. Electric gasfilled glow discharge lamps." Lederer. 
1913. (addition to 17.036, 1914.) 


Payne and Bristol 
Lederer. July 19th, 
July Stk. 


1816. 


16.609. Speed regulation of electric induction motors.“ 
Houston Co., Ltd. (General Electric Co.). 


1917. 


16,885. Automatic and distant control of aircraft or other dirigible bodies. 
J. H. Hammond. November 15th, 1917. (156.818.) 


' 2919. 


14,337. “ Railway signalling and collision prevention apparatus." W. 
Wright, B. Weiss, P. A. Connolly, W. O. J. Philips, and L. Langford. 
June 5tn, 1919. (156,820.) 

(156,831.) 


British Thomson- 
November 20d. 1916. (156,813.) 


14,476. '' Thermostats."' J. E. Gee. June 6th, 1919. 

16,232. Electric welding." L. J. Stecle, H. Martin, and A. . E. McCarthy. 
June 27th, 1919. (156,836.) 

17,821. “ Method for the heating of material or the performance of 
chemical processes in electrical furnaces, together with apparatus intended 
therefor.” Aktiebolaget Kvafveindustri. April 12th, 1919. (141,656.) 

22,725. ‘ Electric heating device applicable for use in connection with 
CIAR utensils and the dike.’ S. L. R. Price. September 16th, 1919. 
(156,862. 

24,105. “f Alternating current name electric machines," British Thomson- 
Houston Co., Ltd., and H. W. Tor October 2nd, 1919. (156,868.) 

24,05. Transmitting apparatus use in wireless telegraphy and tele- 
phony.” J. B. Bolitho. October 6th, 1919. rg 

24.724. Electrical seam welding machines.“ Schroder. May Soth, 
1918. (133,700.) 

„126. Lift-gate switches and locks. 
A. H. Mackley. October 24th, 1919. (156 6.9964 

26,542. ‘ Portable magneto meter.” T L. Galloway. 
(156,944.) 

26.611. Electric meters." G. A. Cheetham and Metropolitan-Vickers Elec- 
trical Co., Ltd. October 29th, 1919. (156.945.) 

27,086. “ Electric bells.“ J. C. Wrighton and Edison Swan Electric Co., 
Ltd. November 4th, 1919. (156,954) 

27,930. '' Mine exploding devices." R. Barthelemy. May 19th, 1919. 
(143,488.) à 

28,088. '' Devices for exploding mines." November 12th, 
1919. (Addition to 143,488.) (156,961.) 

2920. 

9,904. Process and apparatus for the electrical transference of designs in 
the t&xtile arts.“ E. C. R. Marks (Oesterreichische Siemens-Schuckertwerke 
and Regal.Patente Ges. January 24th, 1920. ((156.995.) 

4.676. '' Electric lamp mountings.’ . T. Dixon. February 16th, 1920. 


(157 ,000.) 
J. F. Watson and Callender's Cable 


ranic Electric Co, Ltd., and 


October 29th, 1919. 


R. Barthelemy. 


7.542. Switch and fuse contacts.’ 
and Construction Co., Ltd. March jim 1920. (157,011.) 
9,651. '' Process of improving the magnetic qualities of magnetisable mate- 


nal." Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. April 4th, 1919.  (141,348.) 
9.688. Electric furnaces.’ E. Assie. August 9th, 1917. (141.352) 
12,053. ‘‘ Telephone systems.” Western Electric Co., Ltd. May Elst. 


1919. (143.498. 

12,137. ''Stiffeners or strengthenings for wooden posts, poles, and eimilar 
objects which are buried in the ground and liable to become defective." E. 
Schultz. October 10th, 1919. (152.629.) 


14,679. " Rectification of high-tension generating currents," Soc. Anon. 
des Etablissements H. Pilon. April 9th, 1919. (143.929.) 

15,727. “ Telephone transmitter." Western Electric Co., Ltd. June 22nd, 
1914. (144.698) 

19,849. “ Electric are lamps for searchlights or projectors." Siemens-Schu- 
ckertwerke Ges. April 3rd, 1917. (147,804.) 

23,552. '' Arc lamps.” P. R. Jackson (Sperry Gyroscope Co.). July llth, 


1919. (Divided application on 152,411.) (157 039.) 

24,546. ‘ Electric incandescent arc devices," British Thomson-Houston Co., 
Ltd. (General Electric Co.). March 4th, 1916. (Divided application on 
152.694.) . (157,041. 

5 EN) “ Electric contact devices." C. C. Farmer, December 10th, 1919. 

5 
4 058 * Electrical regulator avsterns."" 


Metropolitan - Vickers Electrical 
Co., Ltd. October 2nd, 1919. (151.99 .) 
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No. 2,257. 


COSTS—CAPITAL AND LABOUR. 


Donixd the past few years an increasing amount of 
attention has been given to the question of costing in 
engineering works. It may not seem a very profound 
remark to suggest that this is an important matter, yet 
iv is an astonishing fact that many firms have not 
regarded it altogether in that way. Too often was the 
costing department, so-called, left to the tender mercies 
of a clerk, whose sole qualification for the post was that 
The circumstances of the past 
opened our eyes to our short- 
respect, and the establishment 
a few years ago of the Institute of Cost and 
Works Accountants was an important step in the 
direction of creating a new branch of skilled per- 
sons known as works accountants, whose function is a 
quite separate one from that of the accountant who 
comes In once or twice a year and audits the books. 

The works accountant, as a moment's reflection will 
should come next in importance to the man- 
aging director and the works manager, and should be in 
Only in that way can the 
management keep a check on its costs, and endeavour to 
hold its own with its competitors. It is necessary at 
the same time that the works accountant should have 
à thorough training in costing accountancy, and one 
of the first steps taken by the Institute of Cost and 
Works Accountants was to institute an examination 
Thus membership of the Institute can be relied 


he was good at figures. 
six years have 
comings in this 


suggest, 


daily consultation with them. 


scheme. 
upon by employers as signifying that such a man ap- 
plying for a post has at least some qualification. 

Such detailed attention has been given to costing 
generally now that a stage has been reached when 
the question of standardisation of systems of costing 
is being seriously discussed. As a matter of fact, 
à standard system has been 
evolved which, it is said, can be adapted to a finn 
employing 2,000 workmen, or to one employing 20 
workmen. However that may be, it is highly pro- 
bable that greater difficulty would be experienced in 


in the printing trade, 


the engineering trades, although there does not seem 
c o , o 


to be any reason why standardised methods should 


not be worked out for special branches. The accurate 
allocation. of overhead charges seems to be the main 
difficulty, and here, of course, the particular conditions 
in the firm, including the up-to-dateness of the equip- 
ment or otherwise, have an important bearing. For 
ordinary rough works purposes, it is perhaps accurate 
enough to cost with a flat percentage for overhead 
charges, but it must, of course, be elaborated when 
questions of improved methods of working are under 
consideration, Indeed, the possible ramifications of a 
costing system become greater and greater the more 
they are considered, but a word of caution is necessary 
avainst over-elaboration, because a point can be reached 
when the cost of a costing system will outweigh the 
supposed advantages. Nevertheless, in a works of any 
magnitude, some detail is necessary, but the amount 
depends upon circumstances, and this brings out the 
importance of common sense on the part of the works 
accountant. Thus it is apparent that the cost account- 
ant should be not a mere supervisor of clerks, but a man 
of initiative, who can place before his employers figures 


[225] 


226 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. (vol. 88. No. 2,257, FeBRUARY 25, 1931. 


and logic which, among other things, have a direct 
bearing on the relations between the employer and the 
workmen, j 

Indeed, this aspect of the importance of costing 1s by 
no means its least. A case in point is that in which 
a firm found itself. undercut by a competitor. The 
plece-work rates were reduced as the result of a close 
investigation of the costs, and in order to convince the 
workers of the facts, not only were the firm’s own costs 
placed before the workers, but also invoices for similar 
goods actually vought from other makers at lower prices. 
The result was that the reduction in piece rates was 
agreed to. 

lt will thus be seen how a competent cost accountant 
is really the pivot of the whole scheme of management, 
although it is not at all certain even now that when he 
can show the works manager he is wrong, his advice 
i; always taken. Then there is the question of the rela- 
tions between the costing and selling departments, which 
must be of the closest possible character. In many 
of our large engineering works, of course, the signifi- 
cance of all these matters is recognised, but there are 
far too inany instances where old-fashioned methods are 
still in vogue. These are having the effect not only of 
causing prices to remain high in some instances, be- 
cause with a judicious rearrangement of costing the 
price could perhaps be lowered, but also this policy may 
easily, and in fact has been known to, act in the op- 
posite direction. Particular items have been sold actu- 
ally at a loss, and the fact has only been found out 
when an accurate costing system has been introduced. 

A discussion of tliis aspect of works management serves 
tu throw a special light upon the real importance of 
the administrative staffs, which has been rather over- 
shadowed in the many controversies between what 1s 
called capital and labour. The fact is that the adminis- 
trative staff is a vital link between the employers and 
the wage-earning staff, yet it has been seriously neg- 
lected in the consideration given to it under the changed 
conditions of the present time. How essential is the 
administrative staff was well shown when the Italian 
worknien, who seized the engineering works last year, 
found themselves helpless because the technical and ad- 
ministrative staffs did not fall into line with them. 
This all goes to prove that the psychology of industry 
is not merely an adjustment of the differences between 
emplovers and the rank and file of the workmen, because 
both would, so to speak, be lost without the connecting 
link formed by the administrative staff. 


THE necessity for new methods to 


Industrial meet our present new industrial era is 
Reorgamsation admitted on all sides, and chief amongst 
in Individual these is the question of increasing co- 

Works. operation between labour and capital. 


The precise problem for most industries 
is to get some effective machinery inside individual 
works to attain this end. 

We have received a very interesting communication 
from the Commonwealth Edison Co, which bears on this 
subject. It appears that this company is solving the 
problem by establishing an ‘ Industrial Relations De- 
partment," with a duly appointed manager at the head 
or affairs. This department is charged with everything 
which deals with the well-being of the employes, and 
especially with the harmonious relations between 
employés and the management. One of the first 
matters which this department has taken in hand is 
the ** employés! representation plan.!“ This “ plan "' 
js practically an analogue of a Works Committee, 
bem! composed of two sides, one representative of 
the employés, and the other of the employers. The fact 
that the president of the Edison Co., Mr. Samuel Insull, 
13 adopting an industrial method of this kind for his 
own company should carry with it a very strong recom- 
mendation for the establishment of works committees 
in the electricity supply industry in this country. Up to 
the present, works committees are the only part of the 


Whitley scheme not yet adopted, but the National 
Council is dealing with this matter at the present 
moment, and it is hoped that it will shortly issue 
very strong recommendations that works committees 
should be set up in all the undertakings in the country. 
In this connection it is interesting to note the very 
strong recommendation which Sir Lynden Macassey ex- 
pressed iu his recent address on ‘‘ Present-Day Indus- 
trial Psychology." He contended that it was vital for 
the future of industry to recreate the interest of the 
individual workman in his work, an interest which 
had languished due to mass production; that the only 
remedy for this decay of interest was for capital to 
ensure that both the administrative staff and the wages 
staff could acquire a wider interest in the prosperity 
of the works in whieh they were employed and of the 
industry of which the works formed part; that works 
councils, provided they had adequate powers, were in- 
fallible means to the creation of such a stimulus. The 
foregoing is, of course, only one of the many identical 
recommendations from leaders in industry on the ein- 
ployers’ side (among the most sagacious of whom there 
seems to be a unanimous opinion) as to the pressing need 
for the universal establishment of works committees. 


As we recently mentioned, a new 
The Paris Light- agreement is to be entered into between 
ing Concession. the Paris Municipal Council and the 
Compagnie Parisienne de Distribution 
d'Electricité, modifving the terms of the convention 
which was concluded between the two parties on Sep- 
tember Sth, 1907, concerning the supply of electricity in 
Paris. According to the latter, the company’s conces- 
sion would expire on June 30th, 1940, but it is now 
proposed to extend it for five vears to the end of June, 
1915. It appears from a report presented to the 
Municipal Council that the Council was compelled to 
sanction an increase in the selling prices for electricity 
last May, the receipts from the higher charges having 
been carried to a special account for future settlement. 
The proposed new agreement will regulate four main 
problems and all secondary questions which in practice 
have shown the defects of the convention of 1907. In 
the first place, the fixed tariff is to be replaced by a 
variable tariff which, taking into account ministerial 
orders, applies an economic index according to the 
varlations in the price of coal and in the rates of 
wages. Secondly, the question of the personnel has been 
settled by placing entirely at the charge of the company 
the responsibility for the payment of the officials, staff, 
and workmen of all classes. In the third place, the cost 
of supplementary works is to be defrayed with the aid 
of a special fund fed by a levy on the gross proceeds of 
the sales, and the concession rental payable to the City 
of Paris has been materially increased. It is further 
provided that for complementary works of first estab- 
lishment, temporary treasury advances, redeemable by 
the City, can be made by the company by means of short- 
term loans or banking credits, the conditions of which 
will require the approval of the City. 

The agreement further states that the company has 
undertaken to discontinue the legal proceedings in pro- 
gress having reference to claims raised either from the 
fact of the economie circumstances resulting from the 
war or with regard to the difficulties in interpreting the 
original convention. On its part the City of Paris has 
undertaken to abandon the legal action relating to the 
execution of complementary works, and renounces the 
recovery from the company of the credits voted by the 
Municipal Council prior to the signature of the new 
agreement, and the company also renounces the recovery 
of the sums expended by it previously in excess of the 
1.700.000 fr. annually fixed for new works. It is sug- 
gested that under the new agreement the company's 
dividend will increase in proportion as the cost of pro- 
ducing electricity declines, that is to say, in proportion 
as the coal and wages indices fall, which regulate the 
cost price and consequently the selling price of energy. 
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: We are daily—and of tener —told that 
It's All Wrong! halt a million admirals and generals and 

people of every sort have studied Pel- 
mianism, and we understand that this study is based 
upon a knowledge of some of the laws and principles of 
Psychology. Moreover, there ure books galore on the 
subject, and professors and exponents of the science can 
be met, like the party leaders under King Goodheart's 
regime in the song in '' The Gondoliers,’ in twos and 
threcs ih every street. May it not, then, be contidently 
assumed that some of those concerned in the administra- 
tion of London's traffic have some nodding acquaintance 
with it! 

Whether that be so or not, we see-few signs of an in- 
telligent understandjng of the British temperament in 
some of the methods adopted in the desperate hope that 
they will accomplish results that can only be produced 
by adequate service. Notices telling the passenger to 
keep to the left”? at one station, and neutralised by 
peremptory injunctions to“ keep to the right” in 


another, are not conducive to efficiency. Bawling 
youths, calling upon passengers to '' pass down ” a car 


already rammed full to the roof, produce nothing save 
soreness of their own throats. The '' Stentorphone ” at 
Oxford Circus would tempt a medieval warrior to get 
to work on it with a battleaxe. The new pattern of 
railway coach recently described in our columns is a 
considerable improvement, but all that we have seen 
have been for first-class service, whereas the remedy 
is more urgently needed by the third-elass passengers. 

Turning from the Underground, we find that con- 
ditions on the suburban lines during the rush hours are 
indescribably bad. The slightest fog, and everything 
is disorganised completely. Goods trains lumber slowly 
through stations upon the platforins of which the crowd 
steadily increases. When the long-expected suburban 
train arrives, a hydraulic press is needed to get any 
more passengers into it. The ensuing struggle at the 
doors is entirely vain. 

Then the omnibuses seem careful to avoid stopping at 
the right places, so that if there is any semblance of a 
queue—which isn't often—it rapidly dissolves into a 
scrambling, trotting mass, and those who have waited 
longest, or prefer not to struggle, may go on waiting. 
The Paris system of numbered tickets works well, and 
jutssenvers would soon get accustomed to it. 

The average passenger is a peaceable individual, only 
anxious to proceed on his or her Journey, causing, and 
being caused, the minimum of trouble. Pushing, and 
bawling (human or mechanical), and uncodified direc- 
tions, and lifts in which the first enterer 1s the last to 
leñve. and ill-considered expedients of every sort, are 
irritating and ridiculous, and we believe that it would 
be possible to do better without them. 


By persistent and vociferous agita- 
culminating in a debate in the 
House of Commons, the opponents of 
tlie Postmaster-General have gained 
inde immediate end—the appointment of a Select Coin- 
mittee of Inquiry into the administration and conduct 
of the telephone service. Whether they will achieve their 
ultimate object—the withdrawal or modification of the 
new tariff, and the retention of the flat rate—is open to 
question; the new rates are to come into force on the 
appointed day, and apparently no reimbursement of 
payments is contemplated bv the Government, in the 
event of an adverse report. Chopping and changing is 
fatal to the efficient conduct of any business, and we do 
not wonder at the reluctance of the Government to give 
anv pledge in that sense. 

That the report of the Select Connie will in the 
nrain^bear out that of the committee which has already 
endorsed the Postmaster-General's proposuls we have no 
doubt : facts are stubborn things. and that the continu- 
ance of the flat rate simply means that the big flat-rate 
gubscribers will be generously subsidised bv the smaller 
users——assisted by: the ordinary: taxpaver—s certain, 
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tion, 


unless the rental is put up to £30 or £40, an unlikely 


event. Much has been said with regard to the inethcieney 
of the service, and much of it is justified ; but what 
would you? It was well known to those who understood 
the matter that inefticiency would be the inevitable result 
of nationalisation. The only gleam of hope- -and it is 
a faint one—is the possibility that the Committee will 
recommend the removal of the service from the control of 
the Post Office. But that, we fear, is a Utopian idea. 


Tne protracted inquiry into the 
The N. Wales & schemes proposed for the North Wales 
Chester Inquiry. and Chester District which the Electri- 
city Commissioners have been holding 
at Llandudno affords further evidence of the regrettable 
absence of the co-operative spirit which is essential to 
the success of the proposed authorities. As in the case 
of the Liverpool inquiry, the representatives of many 
of the local authorities concerned were openly out 
to crab the scheme; it was noteworthy that the 
majority of the authorities, like the Chester Corpora- 
tion itself, relied upon their own permanent othcials 
rather than upon counsel, and apparently this practice 
Is not conducive to geniality and goodwill. "The Con- 
nah's Quay T. D. C. had already described the Chester 
scheme as *‘ repulsive,” and Rhyl expressed a desire to 
cultivate its own allotment in its own way. 

The case for setting up a Joint Electricity Authority, 
and for the scheme of the Chester Corporation in which 
it is embodied, was very ably presentéd bv Mr. J. H. 
Dickson, the town clerk, who was complimented by the 
chairman on his performance. As the acoustic proper- 
ties of the Town Hall are far from perfect, and caused 
much inconvenience to all parties, all the more credit is 
due to him for lus achievement. His task was not facili- 
tated by the introduction of amendments to the scheme 
at the last moment, with a view to meeting various 
objections. 

Both the Chester Corporation scheme and that of the 
North Wales Power Co. have been outlined in our paves. 
Summarised, the former proposes a Joint Electricity 
Authority for the whole area, based on a system of repre- 
sentation calculated on the rateable values of areas and 
the capital expenditure of authorised distributors. The 
engineering scheme consists in leaving the North Wales 
Power Co. to develop the North-Western area, in the 
development of a series of low-fall water-power stations 
on the river Dee, about 20 miles above Chester, coupled 
tevether on the Thury system, and in building a steam 
station on the lower Dee, to act as a stand-by and supple- 
mentary plant. It is proposed to deal in the early 
years with an extension into the salt area of Mid- 
Cheshire, and later to couple up via the North Wales 
coast route with the North Wales Power Company. At 
the outset, pending the completion of works, a bulk 
supply has been arranged for, from the Government 
factory at Queen's Ferry. 

The constitution of the Joint Authority bristles with 
points which may cause lively opposition, but it must 
be said that the scheme appears to be well thought out, 
and is the result of numerous conferences with interested 
authorities. It is, we believe, in great part the work 
of Mr. S. E. Britton, electrical engineer to Chester Cor- 
poration, who for years past has minutely studied the 
subject and investigated the resources and requirements 
of the area. The success of his hydro-electric plant on 
the Dee is well known to our readers. We must not, 
however, detract from the credit due to Mr. E. N. 
IIuniphrexs, the first witness, who was until recently 
chairman of the Chester Electricity Committee, and who 
has been largely responsible for the scheme. His exami— 
nation-in-chief showed him to be a thorough master of 
every detail of the subject, and it must be ‘said that he 
deserves and has the gratitude of all those who support 
the scheme. 

“At the time of writing the inquiry is still in progress. 
We commence a report of the proceedings elsewhere in 
this issue. 

D 
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THE NEW SESSIONS HOUSE, LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL. 


EARLx this year the new Sessions House, which has been 
built by the London County Council in Newington Cause- 
way, London, S.E., was completed and brought into 
occupation. This fine building, which provides for the 
accommodation of the Metropolitan Courts engaged upon 
the trial of civil cases, and is therefore on a par with 
the Central Criminal Courts in the Old Bailey, was 
commenced in 1912, and had been carried a long way 
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THE Pusuic HALL. 


towards completion when the outbreak of war necessi- 
tated the suspension of building operations; it is of 
very substantial construction, and its internal finish 
and equipment will compare favourably with those of 
any other courthouse in the country. The building 


For a public building of so much importance, it was 
desirable that the lighting, lifts, heating, and ventilat- 
ing arrangements should be of the first order, and a 
recent inspection of the equipment has satisfied us that 
nothing has been left undone to secure this end. The 
work has been carried out to the specifications of the 
engineer to the London County Council, Mr. G. W. 
Humphreys, M.Inst.C.E., the electrical engineer to the 


[London News Agency. 


SIMPLEX FOOT-WARMERS. 


Council, Mr. C. A. Baker, M.I.E.E., and his assistant, 
Mr. H. M. Harding, being responsible for the design 
of the whole installation and supervising the work. 
The principle followed by Mr. Baker in preparing the 
lighting scheme was generally that of semi-direct illu- 


VIEWS OF THE COURTS, SHOWING THE ELECTRIC LIGHTING FITTINGS AND CLOCKS. 


consists of three floors and a basement, and covers an 
area of some 43,500 sq. ft.; on the ground floor there 
are three courts and a public hall, and ample accommo- 
dation is provided for the Bench and the Bar, officials, 
police, domestics, the general public, and, of course, 
the prisoners. 


mination, supplemented by a certain proportion of 
direct lighting; he is not, however, a slave to any par- 
ticular system, but uses whatever device he regards as 
most appropriate for the purpose in view. The con- 
tractors for the lighting equipment were the Alpha 
Manufacturing Co. Electricity is supplied from two 
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sources: The London Electric Supply Corporation, a.c. 
at 220 volts, 85 cycles; and the Metropolitan Borough 
of Southwark, d.c., 3-wire, at 220 and 440 volts. The 
a.c. supply is the main source for the lighting system, 
and the d.c. for the pilot circuits and for a stand-by 
to the a.c. supply, as well as for all the motors and 
heating appliances. The meters and main switchboards 
are installed in a room in the basement, and there are 
28 lighting and seven power distribution boards in the 
building; the distribution boards are let in flush with 
the wall surface, and provided with wooden doors match- 
ing the surrounding decorations. Most of the wiring is 
protected with screwed steel conduit, into which the 
cables were drawn after the pipe-work had been finished ; 
no joints were allowed, looping-in being generally 
adopted, with connector boxes where this was not prac- 
ticable. At certain points surface wiring with flexible 
cords carried in insulated eyelets 1s employed, and in 
the corridors on the ground floor, and in some other 
situations, metal-sheathed twin conductors are used. 
Draw-in boxes under parquet floors are fixed flush with 
the floor level, the covers being filled with the material 
used for the surrounding floor; in plaster work they 
are encased in wood with a polished wood flush cover. 
The covers of switches in the Courts and other principal 
rooms are of bronze. i 

The public hall is exceptionally well lighted, with 100- 
watt. gasfilled lamps in globes, which are carried by 
eight handsome bronze bracket fittings, each supporting 
two globes: in addition a number of smaller lamps are 
provided for local illumination. The Courts are lighted 
by large ornamental pendant bronze bowl fittings, which 
are suspended under the domed roofs from winches; 
there are two circuits in 
each fitting, and the connec- 
tions are made with four 
concentric rings, the raising 
gear being that supplied by 
the London Electric Co., 
which takes the strain off 
the hoisting rope when the 
fitting is in place. Courts 
Nos. 1 and 2 each have one 
of these fittings, containing 
one 1,000-watt and three 


i 

3 000-watt gasfilled lamps; 
i Court No. 3 is provided 
4 with a similar fitting con- 


taining lamps of smaller 
candle-power. — The glass 
bowls used for these fittings 
were specially chosen and 
tested, permitting the 
transmission of about 45 
per cent. of the light, the 
remainder being reflected on 
the ceiling. In each Court 
additional local lighting is 
provided by wall brackets 
carrying vacuum tungsten 
lamps in globes. An excel- 
lent effect is produced, the 
light being agreeably mellow, but amply sufficient for 
all purposes. Illumination tests show that in tlie courts 
there is an intensity af 3.8 to 4.2 foot-candles, and in 


Bow. FITTING rok COM- 
MITTEE Rooms (STROVE 
AND Co.). 


the public hall 4.0 to 5.1; in the Deputy Chairman’s 


room, the Justices’ common room, and the Bar mess, 
the illuinination is between 3.1 and 4.0 foot-candles, and 
in the Standing Joint Committee room it is 5.7. These 
results justify the accuracy of the formule on which 
Mr. Baker calculated the whole of the illumination 
figures in designing the installation. The prison cells, 
at a height of 3 ft., receive 0.89 foot-candle. The Com- 
mittee room, which is a very handsome apartment, is 
lighted with two bowl fittings, each containing three 
300-watt lamps, together with wall brackets; the Jus- 


‘tices’ common room is provided with three fittings each 


containing three 150-watt lamps, and eight 60-watt 
metallic filament lamps in two-light brackets. 


In the corridors flat fittings are fixed to the ceilings, 


plied by The Silent Electric Clock Co. 


and fed from special circuits, a certain proportion of 
the lighting supply being derived from each of the two 
sources. In the Records Store Room portable lamps with 
connections to wall plugs are provided. Special atten- 
tion has been given to the lighting of the staircases, the 
fittings being so disposed that the lighting is approxi- 
mately uniform at all points; holophane globes are 
used, centrally suspended. 

The fittings suspended in the Courts, which weigh 
about 14 cwt. each, were made by Messrs. Simplex Con- 
duits, Ltd., who also supplied the large brackets for 
the Public Hall and the brackets in the Courts, and 60- 
watt foot-warmers for the use of the judges, magistrates, 
and clerks in the Courts; the bronze fittings in the 
committee rooms, jury rooms, vestibule, and corridors 
were made by Messrs. Strode & Co., Ltd.—all to designs 
approved by the County Council. 

The building is provided with a hot-water central 
heating system, with Verity b-h. p. duplicate motor cir- 
culating pumps. Special attention has been given to 
the ventilating system, which was carried out by the 
Buffalo Forge Co., Ltd. Two main ventilating installa- 
tions, electrically driven, have been put down in the 
basement, in which the air is washed and filtered, 
and warmed by steam if necessary; the air is dis- 
tributed by large steel trunks, of excellent workman- 
ship, and is also removed by exhaust fans, a combined 
plenum and vacuum system being adopted. The kitchen 
being equipped with gas cooking apparatus, special 
fans have been installed to remove the fumes, by the 
Keith & Blackman Co., with Veritys’ motors. The 
motor starters were made by Messrs. Brook, Hirst & Co. 

The ninety prison cells in the basement are provided 
with separate ventilating equipment, and with electric 
bells. The pushes for the latter, which were made by 
the Alpha Manufacturing Co., are fixed near the doors, 
and fitted with mechanical indicators; when a push is 
pressed, an electric indicator informs the warder in 
which block it is situated, and an arm falls to a hori- 
zontal position at the door of the cell, so that the 
warder, looking down the corridor, can see at once 
where the call has been made. 

There are two Waygood-Otis electric passenger lifts, 
one for the use of the public, and one for the justices. 
Each of these lifts is arranged to take a load of seven 
persons, at a speed of 200 ft. per minute, and is fitted 
with a worm gearing and sheave drive, fixed overhead, 
and driven by a motor specially designed for lift service, 
rated at 10 h.p. The makers’ standard electrical con- 
troller is provided, giving smooth and gradual starting 
and stopping, and operated by a switch in the car with 
a self-centring handle. The cars are of English oak, 
and are fitted with safety gear which is operated by a 
special governor, designed to come into operation in the 
event of the car attaining an excessive speed on the 
downward journey from any reason. The guides for 
the car and counterbalance weight are of round turned 
steel. Patent electrical and mechanical locking gear is 
fitted to the landing gates, designed to prevent the lift 
from being started unless the gates are shut, and to 
prevent the gates from being opened unless the car is 
opposite them. 

A flash-light position indicator is provided on each 
floor, with a series of lamps and special controlling gear, 
so as to show in the indicator on each floor the position 
of the car in the well-hole at any moment. 

Messrs. Waygood-Otis, Ltd., also fitted two electric 
coal and service lifts, to take a load of 3 cwt. at a speed 
of 110 ft. per minute. The cars are of angle-iron frames 
filled in with oak. These lifts are operated on the 
automatic system, with a set of push-buttons on each 
floor, so that the car can be sent from any floor to any 
other floor, stopping automatioally on reaching the de- 
sired level. An electric flash-light indicator is pro- 
vided at each opening to show the position of the car. 

Another interesting feature of the electrical equip- 
ment is the installation of some 60 electric clocks, sup- 
The master 
clock is the company's well-known standard pattern 
ghort-pendulum control clock, and is fixed in the elec- 
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trical plant room in the basement; the electrical im- 
pulse to the pendulum is provided by a modern applica- 
tion of the well-known '' Hipp” principle, which is 
noiseless in action. The 55 receiving clocks, arranged in 
two circuits, are all of the company’s patent silent 
rotary-armature pattern, and have been provided with 
handsome oak cases, in harmony with the oak panelling 
of the interior of the building. The installation is ener- 
gised by a battery of Fuller ‘‘ Block ' accumulators at 
40 volts, which is charged off the 220-volt circuit through 
a resistance. Each of the clock circuits takes a momen- 
tary current of 1 A at half-minute intervals. The wiring 


for the clocks and bells was done by the Alpha Co., with 
v.i.r. cable in steel conduit. | | 

Telephonie communication throughout the building 
is provided for by a Post Office private branch exchange. 

The whole of the electrical equipment has been de- 
signed and carried out on the most up-to-date lines, 
with first-class materials and workmanship, and is in 
every way worthy of the important building in which 
it is installed. Our thanks are due to Mr. C. A. Baker 
for enabling us to inspect the installation and for ex- 
plaining the features which we have described in this 
article. 


THE BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR. 


Tue British INDUSTRIES Fair, which may be termed 
“ Britain's shop-window,’’ opened in London and 
Birmingham on Monday last; the Glasgow Section 
is, this year, a week behind the other two. Although the 
Fair of 1920 was an eminent success, and in spite of the 
dullness prevailing in industry, the organisers are look- 
ing forward to even better results. As in the previous 
year, it is at Birmingham that the engineering exhibits 
are to be found; the London section is devoted prin- 
cipally to fancy goods, toys, office appliances, &c., while 
Glasgow is to exhibit textile goods, food products, and 
chemicals. We intend to deal with some of the indi- 
vidual exhibits at Birmingham mope fully in subsequent 
issues; at present, for the most part, we merely give the 
names of exhibitors of articles of interest to the electrical 
profession, trade, and industry, with an indication of 
the nature of their displays. 


LONDON SECTION. 


Tur London section of the Fair, which has again in- 
creased in size, and promises to surpass its predecessor 
even as that in its turn added to the roll of success since 
the Fair's inception in 1915, was opened at the White 
City, Shepherd's Bush, W. 12, on the 21st inst., and 
will remain open until March 4th. Producing trades 
are grouped for convenience of inspection, and the 
rroups are again divided into sections and so housed 
as to facilitate & rapid survey of British products in 
any given line, a wise provision, since the space occu- 
pied by exhibitors’ stands has grown in seven years from 
80.000 to 240,000 sq. ft. 

At the White City there are sume 34 miles of stand 
frontage, and the electric lighting of this temporary 
market town must have been a big undertaking 1n itself, 
In addition to 15 miles of“ flex i and 6 miles of strain- 
ing wire, some 20 miles of electric cable have been laid 
to supply the 6.000 lamps on exhibitors’ stands. The 
Post Office. has installed nearly 300 special telephones 
for individual exhibitors, in addition to the numerous 
call boxes and a number of post and telegraph offices 
distributed throughout the buildings. 


An aggregate of 1,150 firms are exhibiting in the London 
section of the Fair, which is sectionalised into seven divisions 
broadly classified as follows: I, china, glass, and earthenware; 
II. fancy goods; III, paper. &c.: IV, drugs and scientific instru- 
ments; V, jewellery, gilver, cutlery. clocks; VI, sports and 
tovs; VII, furniture. basketware, and musical instruments. 

On the whole the display is an imposing one, but there 
are few stands of direct electrical interest. In Division I the 
manufactures of the DAL, PorrERiES, LD., include electrical 
porous pots, and Messrs. DourroN & Co., Lrp., show a selec- 
tion of porcelain insulators of various types and sizes for 
J. p. and b.p. work. Glass bulbs and tubing as used in the 
manufacture of electric lamps are displayed on the stand of 
the SHERATON Glass MANUFACTURING Co., Lrp., while the 
VAUXHALL GLASS MANUFACTURING Co., LTD., has on view 
flint and fancy glassware, shades, and both upright and 
inverted globes. 

In Division II some new and unique designs in lamp nds 8 
and standards. may be seen on the stand of the ARTISTIC 
SHADE Co., Lrp., the shades being made of silk, linen, or parch- 
ment; a speciality is made of hand painting. and the colour 
schemes are carried out in good artistic taste. Other stands 
on which similar exhibits are also shown are those of Miss M. 
Bruce Low; Messrs. S. L. MILLER & Co., who specialise in 
hand- painted shades to match vases adapted for table lamps; 
MESSRS. CHARLES Sez. and Messrs. HENRY Worrr & Co. 


r 4 . . s 7 


io Messrs. T. DER LA RUE & Co., 
Lrp., exhibit Telenduron " insulators, and the IMPROVED 
SoLIDITE Co., ID., claims that its product can be moulded 
jnto any shape or form; it 18 produced in qualities suitable 
for machining, 18 supplied in nearly all colours, and can be 
used as a substitute for other insulating materials. MEssks. 
SIEMENS Bros. & Co., LrD., have on view specimens of their 
dry-battery electric lighting ‘equipments for bicycles and motor 
cycles, and a complete range of cells and batteries as manu- 
factured at their Woolwich works. ‘The Ever-Reapy Co. 
(GREAT BRITAIN), LrD., besides batteries, is showing a variety 
of portable lamps and torches and electrical fancy articles; a 
nuinber of the exhibits of the SEMAPHORE ENGINEERING Co., 

Lrp., are of a similar nature to those mentioned above. 

In Division IV the laboratory apparatus shown on MESSRS. 

Brown & SoN;s stand included electrically-heated mutties. 
while Messrs. S. G. Brown, Lap., show a Brown ” gyro- 
scopic compass, electrical relays, wireless telephone receivers, 
telegraph instruments, &c., and also the ''Cyclux"" cycle- 
lighting generating set. Amongst the photographic apparatus 
on Messrs. W. BUTCHER & Sons, LD., stand, kinematograph 
projectors, arc lamps, and resistances may be seen, and MESSRS. 
A. GRAHAM & Co. exhibit a selection of high-grade permanent 
magnets and loud-speaking telephones. As regards medical 
instruments, Mrssrs. W. GowLanD (1916), Lrp., show, 
amongst many other things, electrical dental sets, and several 
types of electrical inspection lamp. The use of ozone for medi- 
cal purposes is too well known to need description, and neither 
does it require any extra nasal sensitiveness to detect the 
stand of Messrs. Ozonair, Lip. An interesting exhibit is 
provided by Messrs. J. Pipkin & Co., Lro., in the form of an 
instrument for measuring the velocity of a bullet or projectile 
by electrical means. The firm includes in its manufactures 
electrical indicating and recording instruments and spiralising 
and other machines as used in electric lamp factories. 
. Division V includes only one stand of electrical interest, 
i.c., that of the MaGneta TIME Co., Ltp., on which are shown 
electric clocks and synchronised time systems which do not 
employ batteries or contacts; also electrically-operated turret 
clocks and bell signalling apparatus. 

In Division VI Messrs. A. CASE & Co., Lap., exhibit a 
selection of their manufactures. such as small electric motors 
for driving toys, tapping keys, buzzers, signalling lamps. &., 
and all kinds of electrical novelties and toys. 

BIRMINGHAM SECTION. 

The Castle Bromwich Aerodrome is again the site 
of the important Birmingham section of the Fair; 
although the number of exhibitors is practically the same 
as last year, the floor space taken up is considerably 
larger, and the fully representative character of the 
exhibits has been assured. The arrangement of the 
stands has been improved to a great extent, so that it is 
almost impossible for visitors' to miss any section of tlie 
exhibits. Requisites for all classes of engineering are 
on view, and the domestic exhibits cover a wide range. 
Copper and.bronze wares constitute a larger section of 
this year's display, indieating the determination of 
British manufacturers to maintain their supremacy in 
the face of foreign competition. 

The catalogue issued by the organisers (Birmingham 
City Council and the Chamber of Commerce) 18 à marvel 
of compactness, considering the amount of information 
it contains. The alphabetical index of goods, indicating 
the stands on which they are to be found, is printed in 
English, French, and Spanish. Each of the six hundred- 


In addition to fancy goods, 


.odd stands is given sufficient space in the catalogue to 


indicate thoroughly its nature. 

The following is a list of firms exhibiting electrical 
goods or wares closely connected with the electrical in- 
dustry. The stand number is given im each case. 


— 
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BUILDING A. 


Excelsior Shade Manufacturing Co., 
shades and electric lighting fittings . 
Donovan & Co., ironclad switchgear, aw and domestic 

apparatus, electrical accessories, insulators, &e. ... 

David Shanks & Co., Ltd., electric light fittings ... 

Wm. McGeoch & Co., Ltd., switchboards and fittings for 
pane lamps for ‘navigation and signalling, electric door 
oc 

Improved Solidite Co., Ltd., Solidite „moulded insula- 
ion... 1 er 

The Semaphore Engineering Co., Ltd., dry batteries for 
telephones and all purposes, complete lighting sets for 
cars and cycles ... 

Berry's Electric Ltd. open type and ironclad awitchge ear 
for domestic, manufacturing, and colliery purposes, elec- 
tric fires, instruments, &e. 

Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd., automatic telephones, signalling 
apparatus for mines, cables and wires, primary cells, car 
lighting equipments, and other electrical appliances - 

British Brass Fittings, Ltd., electric light fittings, switches, 
electric fires, tramway and railway fittings, Ke. 

Ingram & Kemp. Ltd., «htto. " 

. Player & Mitchell, ditto 

Sperryn & Co., Ltd. ditto 3 

J. H. Tucker & Co.. T.td., electric ; lighting and power acces- 
sories, tumble switches, lamp holders, wall sockets and 
plugs, switchboards, fuses, distribution boards, &c. 

Gent & Co., Ltd., electric clocks, signalling apparatus, in- 
dustrial telephones, bells, indicators, &c. .. 

Sutcliffe (of Comoe Ltd., vulcanised fibre tubes, rods, 
sheets, Ke. 

Electrical Conduite Ltd., “heavy and light gauge tubes, 
junction boxes, &c. 

The Telephone Manufacturing Co. (1920), Ltd., automatic 
inter-communication telephones, * Laryngaphones, 
bells. terminals, junction boxes, and other accessories . 

Best & Lloyd, Ltd., ornamental fittings and shades for 
electric lighting 

F. & C. Osler, Eta. metal electric light fittings, crystal 
glass, and alabaster `.. 

Faraday & Son, Ltd., electric light fittings of various de- 
ecriptions : 

The Etna Lighting & Heating Co., Ltd., 
installations 

Simplex Conduits, Ltd. T conduit fittings and accessories, 
electric light fittings, ironclad distribution boards, ships’ 
fittings, electric heating and cooking appliances, &c. 

Premier Electric Heaters, Ltd., electrical domestic appli- 
ances for heating, cooking. &c. E , 

Ebonestos Insulators, Ltd., moulded ‘insulation 

C. H. Parsons, Ltd., lamp holders, tumbler switches, and 
ironclad switches and fuses .. 

Edward J. Shaw & Co., electrical fittings, lanterns, and 
cut glassware 

Samuel Heat & Sons, Ltd., electrical fittings and acces- 
sories 

The Vincent Switchgear Manufacturing Co., 

ear, distribution boards, &c. 


switch and fuse- 
td., brass anes electric fires, irons, 


“ Betterway " 


electric lighting 


ironclad 


May & Padmore, 
and cookin apparatus ^ 

T. Saveker, electroliers, pendants, table ‘standards, Ke. 

The Rawlplug Co., Ltd., patent wall plugs for screws 

Crofts & Assinder, Ltd. „ electrical fittings ... " 

Edgar A. J. Hooper, Ltd., electric light fittings " 

Wm. Soutter & Sons, Ltd., electric lighting and heating. w 

John A. Harry Hunt, electric light eins s : " 

Stoves, Ltd., electric stoves 

Thomas R. Carpenter, Ltd., electric lighting pendants, 
bowl fittings, standards, &c. 

The B.E. Co. (of London and Birmingham), Ltd., ail 
classes of lighting fittings and accessories, heating ap- 
paratus, irons, lamps, bells, and batteries .. 

Wm. Sanders & Co., ironclad switchgear, distribution 
boards, battery awitchboards, &c. . 

The Thermal Syndicate, Ltd., electric lighting pendants, 
bowl fittings, shades, &c. 

Mark Webber, Ltd., small electric ‘lighting, pumping, 
Åc., sets ms sus 

The National Gas Engine Co., Ltd., suction gas plants 1 

The General Electric Co., Ltd., electric light fittings and 
accessories, switchgear, flexible wires and cables, tele- 
phones, bells, medical apparatus, lamps. vacuum 
cleaners, cooking, heating, and ventilating apparatus ... 

The Austin Motor Co., Ltd., small electric lighting sets 

Fuller’s United Electric Works, Ltd., storage batteries 
for lighting and general purposes—plate and block types 
— miners’ lamps and equipment 

The ' ' Perfacta " ' Engineering Co., Ltd., 
* Super " boiler circulators . 

Townshends, Ltd., electric cooking and heating appliances 

Falkirk Iron Co., Ltd., electric cookers and irons . 

Watertight Fittings, Ltd., electric nghe Duos conduit 
boxes, switches, and fuses 

Springs. Ltd., springs for all purposes . 

Crisp, Francis & Co., Ltd.. electrical fittings .. 

Parker, Winder & Achurch, Ltd., dynamos, electric light- 
ing outfits, electric floor polisher, &c. 100 and 

Imperial Contractors Machinery Co., concrete mixers 


i: Perfecta and 


529 
. 102 


The Birmingham Mica Co., Ltd., mica and micanite in- 


sulation ; Se ae "m - T —. 104 
Wm. Whitehouse, Ltd., electric light fittings . 109 
Accles & Shelvoke, Ltd., fractional h. p. motors, patent 

dynamotor, lighting dynamos for cars, &c. 1 


Electric Heating & Hardware, Ltd., 
products ... f 
Gath Electrical Engineering Co $ electric light and bell 


' Komet is electrical 


accessories 108 
Watts, Williams & Co. Ltd., electric lighting sets for 
cycles and inotor cycles . . 115 
Singleton & Rome, electric light ‘fittings, pendants, 
brackets, stand: rds, accumulators, heaters, &c. ... 115 
The Central Gear Co., Ltd., applications of heliocentric 
reduction gears to electric motors, fans, Ke. . 130 
Metallurgical Co., l.td., ingots of non-ferrous metals . 134 


Parc, Ltd., jigs and fixtures for repetition work and mass 


production 493 
John Slater, Ltd., paraffin. engine suitable for small light- 

ing set . 404 
Factory Equipment. Co.. machine tools, jigs, ` gauges, &e. 496 
John Rigby & Sons, Ltd., iron, steel, and Drass wires and 


bars nr T E os Dus FS s 501 
Wm. Beardinore & Co., Ltd., pumps for petrol, oil, water, 
we. Sete aie sés 5 eu 510 


Coleman & Appleby, Ltd.. electro-plating plant and 
chemicals es 020 
G. Jones & Co., electro- plating plants,  dynaimos, Kc. 526 
E. Camelinat & Co., Ltd., electric lighting sets for cars 
and cycles TEE ed a OE 
Clayton-Wright Bros.. Pedlite ” lighting Sets — . 528 
British. Cellulose & Chemical Manufacturing Co., Ltd., 
non-inflammable celluloid, glass substitute, &c. ... 530 
Apollo Plug Manufacturing Co., Ltd., electric horns and 
sparking plugs . 589 
H. 7 9 & Co., Ltd., dynamo lighting sets for motor 
cycles . OF 
Reavell & Co., Ltd., totally- enclosed air compressors | 548 
Scarab Oil Burning Co., Ltd.. patent oi! burners for 
boilers, &c. . DADA 
Ransomes, Sims & Jeffries, Ltd., electric truck with elec- 
tric elevating platform . ... 549 
F. H. Adams, Ltd., aluminium die castings for motor- car 
magnetos, dynamos, starting motors, Ke. . 
New British Electric Supply Co., Ltd., totally dod 
motors : jy 
The Hockley Chemie. al Co., Lid., eteciro-plating chemicals . 
and accessories 559 
Motor Trading & Garage Supply Co.,  Ltd., accumulator 


and dynamo car and cycle lighting sets. 
Birmingham Small Arms Co., Ltd., machine tool acces- 
sories, cycle lighting sets, &c. 571-6 
Thomas Howse, Ltd., insulating varnishes and’ compounds 583 
The Frederick Crane Chemical Co., Ltd., colouring and 
frosting preparations for electric lamps Res : 
Nightingale & Co., lubricating oils and greases . 600 
Pinchin, Johnson & Co., te e varnishes, com- 
pounds, &c. iod A "^ 206 ; 


BUILDING B. 


Henry Wiggin & Co., Ltd., nickel P ane salts, 
resistance wire and tape, &c "as 


T. J. Priestman, non-ferrous alloys 
McKechrie Bros., Ltd., extruded brass and brnoze rods in : 
all sections ... s . 145 
Galloways, Ltd., super-heaters, boiler tubes, boiler acces- 
sorles, &. € nae ee —. 148 
London Simplex Engineering Co., Ltd., boiler water eir- 
culators ve zii seu s.s 1290 
Brass & Copper. Tube Association, seamless tubes for 
boilers, &c. 151-221 
Brass Wire Assoc iation, brass, phosphor bronze, bronze, 
&c., wires ... SN sie Soy 151-221 
Brazed Brass Tube Association ... 151-221 
Cold Rolled Brass & Copper Association, all sizes of brass, 
copper, and brass alloy strip, sheets, tapes, Ke. us . 151-31 
Nickel Silver Association ... ; 151-221 
Association of Drop Forgers and Stampers, boiler fittings, 
electrical fittings, &c. Pis — 22 
Bloxwich Lock & St: imping Co: electrical fittings p 2 
Lancashire Ordnance Accessor ies Co., Ltd., electrical fit- m 
tings e. DH 
The Aston Chain & Hook Co. ; Ltd., turbine blading, KC. . 246 
Brooks & Adats, Ltd., brass die pressings and stampings 
for the electrical trades tak " "s 
British Electric Vehicles, Ltd., E ton electric locomotive 
and electrie industrial truck . —. 2 
Thomas Piggott & Co., Ltd., pressed steel tanks, Kc. . 258 
Mansill. Booth & Co., '"Ltd.. brass, white metal, and phos- " 
phor bronze stampings for the electrical trades .. —. 267 
A. E. Lefever, light-gauge, solid-drawn brass and copper 
tubes for the electrical trades ... „ 276 
The New Rotoplunge Pump Co.. Ltd., - electrically-driven "m 
umps Stes — 422 
J. !H. A & Co., Ltd., belting of various types .. 425 
The Midland Supply Co., electric monorail and friction | 
hoists, winches, and pulley bloc k 430 
William Robinson, electric hoists, telephers, winches, ke... 431 


Rayner & Heald, Ltd., two- and three-phase motors —. 432 
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The M. & P." Electric Welding Machine Co., lifting 
magnets and resistance welding machines ... a . 433 
The Consolidated Pneumatic Tool Co., Ltd., electric drills 
and grinders Us ae Ts XT ee bo me 
John Hill & Sons, electric pulley blocks, &. —. 440 
Hollings & Guest, Ltd., insulating press with hot plates ... 441 
H. C. Slingsby, electric carrying and lifting trucks .. 448 
R. & J. Dick, Ltd., Balata " belting " 5 ... 458 
W. 5 & Sons, Ltd., Eton Greenbat electric 
The Pneulec Machine Co., electrically- operated jar ram 
moulding machine š Su . sei uc —. 4 
BUILDING C. 
The Springvale Engineering Co., l.td., official electrical 
contractors to the Fair ... iH ius cs i e 
The Hoover Suction Sweeper Co., Ltd., electric suction 
sweepers... ous P ex x E Ss e. Ode 
The Daisy Vacuum Cleaner Co., Ltd., electric vacuum 
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cleaners 285 i Sug is jet T jan ... o4d 
Thomas Pemberton & Sons, Ltd., brass-foundry work for 
electrical purposes, &c. ... . Old 


Evered & Co., Ltd., electrical fittings, alabaster bowls, &c. 376 
Simmons Holloware Co., Ltd., electric lamps and reflectors 380 
Scholey & Co., Ltd., electric suction cleaners and electric 

. drills iu E m sak "a jo: ... 391 
The Electric Appliances Co., Ltd., electric vacuum cleaners 395 
James Smellie, Ltd., electrical fittings, &c. ... ... 407 


THE EFFICIENCY EXHIBITION. 


(Concluded from p. 199.) 


Tue exhibits of the UNIVERSITY Or LONDON are intended to 
illustrate the teaching and research work of the University as 
carried out at the incorporated colleges and its schools. Lhe 
exhibit of the Electrical Engineering Department of Un- 
versity College, London (Prof. J. A. Fleming, F. R. S.), an- 
cludes several items ot practical and historical interest, such 
as samples of the original instruments of research which led 
Prof. Fleming to the important invention of the thermionic 
valve; he aiso exhibits tne original oscillation. valves which 
he first employed in 1904 as detectors of electric waves 1n 
Wireless telegraphy, and also many of the later developments, 
such as the tnree-electrode valves, &c. Other apparatus 
exhibited comprises phonoscopes, or instruments for photo- 
graphing the wave form ot sounds, which were made at 
University College, London, during researches which assisted 
the Admiralty in the anti-submarine warfare. 

The KiNG's COLLEGE Department of Geology exhibit illus- 
trates teaching and research work as carried on in the depart- 
ment by Prot. W. T. Gordon, Mr. A. K. Wells, and Mr. 
L. D. Stamp. A process in the examination of minerals by 
means of converging polarised light on definitely orientated 
slices of crystals is included. ln commerce such a method 
is employed in selecting and differentiating mica fo rinsulating 
purposes in electrical machinery, and for other uses. 

The WHEATSTONE LABORATOkY’s exhibit of historical ap- 
paratus from the George III Museum, King's College. 
1s ot great interest as illustrating the history of dis- 
covery in electrical science. The Wheatstone Laboratory is 
the oldest physical laboratory in the country open to students. 
The professors at King's College have included such inen 
as Maxwell, Wheatstone, Hopkinson. H. A. Wilson, Barkla, 
and O. W. Richardson, all of whom have been or are well- 
known leaders in electrical progress. Some of the apparatus 
devised by them and by other distinguished scientists working 
in the laboratory is shown in the exhibit. 

The Metallurgical Department of the UNIVERSITY OF SHEF- 
FIELD illustrates its wartime activity in tbe production of 
cupro-nickel; the Department of Glass Technology shows, 
amongst other things, an electrically pre-heated blowpipe 
burner, while the Electrical Engineering Research Depart- 
inent demonstrates Dr. T. F. Wall's method for producing 
sparkless operation of inductive electrical circuits und its 
practicul applications. n 

ARMSTRONG COLLEGE, Newcastle-on-Tyne, exhibits Dr. Ben- 
son's apparatus for determining the liability to explosion of 
coal dust and the inhibitory power of inert dust. The ap- 
paratus consists of a glass bulb within which are placed a 
few grains of the dust to be examined; by means of a puff 
of air the dust is blown against a source of lieat. such us a 
red-hot platinum wire, and if the dust is capable of producing 
a colliery explosion, a small flash of light is seen in the 
globe, and the amount of energy developed is registered on 
a pressure gauge attached to the bulb. 

The whole of the articles exhibited by the LOUGHBOROUGH 
CoLLEGE, including electrical fittings, are the work of students, 
who include a large number of ex-oflicers and disabled ex- 
Service men. 

THe Dominion MACHINERY Co., LtD., demonstrates a number 
of electrically-driven wood-working machines, showing that 
complicated operations can be carried out with the same 
facilitv as simple ones. 

Messrs. OzoNaIR, Ltp., show various types of portable 


and stationary apparatus for the electrical production of pure 
ozone. On this stand may also be seen a Wild-Barfield electric 
f uence which is flat in contrast to the more usual cylindrical 
shape. 

THE BritisH THOMSON-HOUSTON Co., LTD., has a handsome 
stand on which is assembled some of its more novel and 
recent apparatus; for example, an automatic d.c. arc welder 
is demonstrated, the operation of which is started and stopped 
by means of a push-button switch; butt welds can be made 
at speeds varying from 4 to W in. per minute, and metal 
deposited at rates varying from 1 to 44 lb. per hour. ‘The 
welding head consists of a steel body carrying feed rolls and 
adjusting and straightening rolls, which draw the electrode 
wire from the reel, straighten it, and feed it to the work, 
while provision is made for such hand adjustment as may 
occasionally be necessary. The feed rolls are driven by a 
d.c. motor, the fields of which are excited from a separate 
source of d.c., the armature being connected across the arc 
between the electrode and the work. Therefore, as the arc 
tends to lengthen, the speed of the motor will increase and 
feed the electrode wire more rapidly; this brings the arc 
length and arc voltage back to their normal values. The 
reverse operation occurs if the are length tends to shorten. 
Control is automatic through the medium of relays and con- 
tactors for regulating the feed motor, together with rheostats 
for adjusting the speed to suit various sizes of electrode wire. 
The moment contact is made the potential between electrode 
and work falls to zero, which causes a contactor on the 
control panel to operate, thereby reversing the feed motor 
and withdrawing the electrode wire from the work a distance 
suflicient to establish. the proper arc length. The motor 
thereafter continues to feed the electrode wire to the arc at 
the correct speed. "The equipment may be held stationary 
and the work travelled past the arc, or the welding head 
may be movable and the work held stationary ; a lathe, planer, 
or boring mill may be used for the purpose, thus a spiral of 
metal can be laid so that each succeeding layer will fuse 
into the previous one. If desired, the operation of the welder 
can be made entirely automatic by means of interlocks on 
the control panel. The welder has been operated continuously 
for 16 hours without breaking the arc. Other articles shown 
by the firm include motors, control gear, a Tirrill regulator 
panel, flow meters for measuring the flow of liquids and 
gases in pipes, an electric rivet heater, a portable wireless 
telegraph receiving set weighing 20 lb. which needs an aerial, 
a portable Coolidge X-ray outfit which can be operated at 
the bedside of the patient, a ‘‘ Tungar " battery-charger, and 
Mazda lamps and fittings. 

THE Marconi CoMPaNIES have a large exhibit of modern 
wireless telegraph and telephone apparatus, embracing valve 
transmitters and receivers; also complete ships’ installations 
and field sets for military and surveying or other similar 
purposes. 

THE EASTERN ASSOCIATED TELEGRAPH COMPANIES show a 
demonstration circuit comprising a keyboard perforator and 
Wheatstone transmitter at the sending end. and an electro- 
lytic magnifier, '' Jockey ° and intermediate relays, per- 
forators, and a printer at the receiving end, the apparatus 
being a duplicate set of that used on the London-Alexandria 
circuit. Other exhibits include. the original model of the 
siphon recorder by Sir W. Thomson (Lord Kelvin), specimens 
of cable and '' faults," marine growths, fish bites, &c.; repair- 
ing tools and gear, and models of the 5.8. Lady Denison 
Pender and the bed of the Atlantic Ocean showing the posi- 
tions of cables. Messages can be accepted at the company's 
stand for direct transmission to places abroad at the usual 
rates. 

Messrs. CREED & Co., LtD., have arranged a somewhat 
similar exhibit to that described above, but illustrating a 
1920 pattern Creed high-speed automatic printing telegraph 
circuit. The messages are prepared in punched slip form at 
one end of the stand, and received at the other in printed 
Roman characters, the working speed being 175 words per 
minute. Musical selections are also rendered at intervals on 
the '' Stentorphone," an instrument of the gramophone type, 
but possessing great power. 

Messrs. Barr & Stroup, Ib., demonstrate the practical 
utility of the optophone, an instrument for enabling the 
totally blind to read ordinary print by using the sense of 
hearing instead of that of sisht. How each letter ot the 
alphabet is represented by different combinations of five, or 
less, musical notes, was fully described in our pages a week 
or two ago. Miss Mary Jameson can be seen at the exhihi— 
tion reading ordinary printed matter selected by members of 
the public. Miss Jameson has been blind from birth. and 
can testify to the facility with which a person ean learn to 
use the instrument, of the capabilities of which we have 
personal knowledge. 

Messrs, BLI. ING & Co. show many examples of their various 
designs of electric radiators and convectors for heating pur- 
poses, as well as water boilers and hot plates, &c. 

THE HOBART MANUFACTURING Co., LTD., has a stand on which 
is displaved a number of electrical machines that will appeal 
to those interested in the preparation of food in any manner. 
They include such devices as cake and dough mixers. loaf 
moulders and rounders, coffee mills, sausage and minging 
machines, and many other electrical labour-saving machines. 

THE DuRovite MANUFACTURING Co., I/TD., exhibits speci- 
mens of Klydo animated signs adapted for electrical and 
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other means of illumination. Only one light is used in each 
sign which gives a moving rainbow effect with good diffusion. 

THE Beck KINEMATOGRAPH MANUFACTURING Co., Lro., show 
two portable kinematograph projectors designed for lecture, 
educational, or home entertainment purposes. The firm is 
also responsible for the complete installation in the Minor 
Hall of the Exhibition, where trade and commercial films are 
shown daily. 

‘Three firms have on view self-contained petrol-electric gene- 
rating plant suitable for lighting country houses, farms, &c. 
The Dayton automatic set is shown by the T. B. S. ELEC- 
TRICAL CONSTRUCTION Co., LtD., and the Ballot 1-kW, 
50/70-volt set by Messrs. Hick-DikeskL Ori, ENGINES, LTH. 
The latter frm's plant includes a wall-type marble switch- 
board and a 25-cell, 75-Ah Fuller battery on a wooden stand. 
The single-cylinder, four-stroke engine is cooled in a novel 
way by means of a mechanical water cooler forming part of 
the set, so that no water tanks are needed. 


Messrs. MARK WEBBER, Lb., also exhibited a 2-kW, 70-volt ' 


set for the same purpose on the stand occupied by the United 
Oil and Coal Corporation, Ltd.; this stand also contained 
one or two examples of Railodok " electric industrial 
trucks, which, as their name implies, are suitable for carrying 
goods about on railway premises, docks, &c.; the trucks are 
supplied by INDUSTRIAL APPLIANCES, LTD. Another stand which 
was devoted entirely to trucks of various types and sizes, 
including electrically-propelled ones of the solo and trailer 
houling and elevating platform types, was that occupied by 
Messrs. H. C. SLINGSBY. 

Telephones, mostly for private use, are displayed on two 
stands, namely, those of the LONDON TELEPHONE (NEW Sys- 
TEM) Co., Lrp., and the RELIAN R TELEPHONE Co., LTD., and 
the exhibits comprise instruments of various types and sizes, 
switchboards, cable, and accessories suitable for intercom- 
munication purposes in offices, factories, ships, Ke. An in- 
teresting exhibit is the round call” signal system which 
enables an extensive range of departinents in a building to 
be instantaneously searched for an individual who ìs re- 
quired to speak on the telephone. The use of the Larynga- 
phone," which defies noise, is also demonstrated; it is shown 
as a hand set for use in conjunction with any ordinary type 
of telephone, and also as a head set for the use of divers and 
airmen, or in connection with helmets and masks for mine 
rescue work, &c. The PuHonotas Co., LTD., has a stand 
illustrating its system for the periodical cleansing and sterilis- 
ing of telephones. 

An interesting exhibit is that of Messrs. CHANCE Bros. 
AND Co., Lrp., which, in addition to samples of special glass, 
includes specimens of ''Chance's Daylight Glass," through 
which light from gasfilled lamps is filtered for colour-matching 

urposes. Numerous coloured objects are shown illuminated 

y filtered and ordinary light, and the variations of the colours 
are in many cases very striking. The firm has also on view 
a new heat-resisting glass suitable for lamp globes, &c., which 
can be sprayed with water while hot without any ill effects 
taking place. 

In conclusion, it might be mentioned that of the various 
receptions and conferences held at the Exhibition, those of the 
Electrical Development Association were of most electrical 
interest, but it is to be regretted that neither of the functions 
was well attended. Mr. ll. B. Atkinson, president of the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers, presided at the conference 
in the absence of Mr. C. H. Wordingham, and Mr. J. C. 
Wigham opened the proceedings with a lecture on the applica- 
tion of electric power in industry, in the course of which 
he pointed out the advantages that accrued from its use and 
how it tended to promote etlicieney. By means of a number 
of excellent lantern slides the lecturer indicated the methods 
of electric motor driving in textile, colliery, factory, and other 
spheres of activity. 


JOINT ELECTRICITY AUTHORITIES. 


THE CHESTER AND NORTH WALES INQUIRY. 

AT the Llandudno Town Hall, on February 15th, a public 
inquiry was opened by the Electricity Commissioners with 
reference to the schemes for the supply of electrical energy 
to the North Wales and Chester electricity district. Sir John 
Snell. the chairman of the Commissioners, presided, and a 
large nuinber of authorities, companies, and private persons 
interested in the schemes were represented. 


SUMMARY. 


Our summary of the proceedings last week (p. 210) broke off 
on Wednesday afternoon, with Mr. Britton in the chair. There 
was at the end of the afternoon a curious incident, showing 
the disadvantage of questions being put by counsel (unless 
specialists in scientific work); a lot of time was wasted in 
convincing an incredulous counsel that it was not necessary to 
put a weir and notch across a wide river in order to obtain a 
fairly accurate idea of the quantity of water flowing. 

On the Thursday Mr. Britton occupied the witness chair for 
the whole day. During the morning the North Wales Power 
Co.'s counsel, Mr. Miller, tried to shake his figures for the 
number of units to be obtained froin the Dee, but in all fair- 
ness it must be said that he failed. Mr. Miller was more 


successful in respect of the Clwyd Valley hydro-electric pro- 
posal, and elicited an adinission that there was no spare plant 
there, yet the distributing mains were to remain isolated trom 
the general system for a number of years. Mr. Lyldesley 
Jones, for the North-Western Railway Co., made a very serious 
attempt to shake the witness, and succeeded in showing that 
there were mistakes, although they were not vital ones. Sir 
John Snell intervened several times to preserve a sense of 
proportion, and after lunch some amended ngures were put in 
and others promised. Most of the afternoon was wasted on 
this bickering, but counsel, who was extremely clever and 
competent as à calculator, made no substantial use of the new 
figures when they were put in. If some of the time thus 
wasted in the early days of the inquiry had been saved, it 
would have been unnecessary, later in the proceedings, to re- 
quest all who could do so to substitute written for oral state- 
ments. llowever, it is perhaps premature to expect the Com- 
missioners at this early stage of development to resist learned 
counsel in their skilled obstruction. Ihe late afternoon was 
very entertaining to those interested in. the habits of salmon. 
Mr. Moon, couusel for the Dee Fishery Board, made great 
play with an old Act of Parliament requiring all milis to shut 
down on Sundays, and he caught Mr. Britton rather neatly as 
to the state of tide when Mr. Britton thought he had seen 
salmon ascending the fish pass. A suggestion that the Dee 
was frozen solid at times was neatly countered by Mr. Britton. 

An important statement was elicited by Sir Harry Haward 
that localities which did not undertake financial responsibility 
would have to be supplied on the same terins as if they were 
paying a deficiency rate. This is inevitable, but it is a deplor- 
able tact which strikes a blow at voluntary joint authorities. 
In the absence of public spirit and self-sacrifice, the seltish will 
benefit at the expense of those who realise their responsibilities 
for the common good. 

The Town Clerk of Crewe pointed out the need of the far 
eastern salt areas for an immediate supply, und showed it to be 
at least as urgent as tliat of Chester and its environs, which 
wouid obtain 1t under the scheine. 

On the friday morning Sir John Snell stated that the Com- 
missioners were getting rather concerned as to the length of 
the inquiry. 

Mr. Britton was subjected to further cross-examination in 
respect of supply to collieries near Wrexham, and it was very 
dithcult to convince the questioner that the small suminer flow 
of the Dee would not make the supply unreliable; he evidently 
wanted the steam station shifted to his district—having no 
doubt an eye to business. 

The North wich U. D.C., represented by Mr. Cowley, evidently 
wants its area excluded, oblivious of the fact that the large 
Rural District Council which surrounds it wishes to be in— 
cluded—a Gilbertian situation. Mr. W. Fennell followed on 
behalf of the Northwich Company, urging the adoption of a 
bulk supply from the Mersey Power Co. as a means of giving 
an immediate supply to the salt areas, without necessitating 
exclusion, this to be retained as a stand-by connection for 
summer use in times of drought, &c., when the trunk main 
came through from Chester. Mr, Fennell attempted to draw 
the Commissioners as to the policy of interlinking adjoining 
electricity districts generally, but failed. He further urged 
upon the witness the necessity of joining up to the North 
Wales Power Company at once, but no satisfactory reply was 
obtained. 

Mr. Amos Jones, of Rhyl, was more successful in drawing 
the Commissioners. He obtained a very important pronounce- 
ment, to the effect that if any undertaker could show that his 
works could, if extended, supply its surroundings at a cheaper 
rate than the bulk scheme, he would be allowed to proceed. 

At the end of his cross-examination Mr. Britton agreed with 
Sir Jobn Snell that it was possible that the North Wales 
water power would be more favourable than that of the Dee, 
bat information had not been available. Mr. Britton received 
a well-earned commendation from the Commissioners in re- 
spect of the valuable pioneer work he had done. 

A very interesting witness, Mr. W. H. Armistead, was called, 
who gave evidence in a delightful way as to the very slight 
effect on the salmon fishery of a series of weirs provided with 
proper passes for the fish. 

Sir Henry Robertson, deputy chairman of the Fishery Board, 
also gave evidence on the other side. It is unfortunate that 
such matters, however interesting in themselves, should have 
occupied such a large share of time. 

Late in the afternoon Mr. Miller, K.C.. opened on behalf of 
the North Wales Power Co., whose scheme was described in 
our pages on February lith. 

At the end of the proceedings for the day, the Town Clerk 
of Wolverhampton appeared with Mr. S. T. Allen, the chair- 
man of the Engineers’ Committee of the Joint Conference, 
North-West Midlands, to explain why the areas in the vicinity 
of Congleton and Macclesfield have been refused by that body, 
and to ask that their inclusion in tlie North Wales and Chester 
area shculd be considered. The subject is one which will 
occupy a considerable amount of attention, as extremities of 
the new electricity districts are, in the absence of any decision 
us to interlinking, very difficult to allocate. 

The following dav (Saturday) the Commissioners decided to 
sit as usual (morning and afternoon) so providing those who 
attend the inquiry with excellent evidence that this is not a 
mere holiday at a watering place. l 

Mr. Miller's opening continued, and provided amusing inter- 
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ludes by reason of his Saxon attempts to pronounce names only 
iutended for Celtic tongues. 


Mr. J. H. Jack was called, and disclosed a very interesting 


situation in relation to the position of the North Wales Power 
Company and the Aluminium Corporation—he had difficulty 
in dividing himself. The engineering scheme, it must be said. 
is very attractive, and the general feeling cannot be anything 
but favourable to it. The question, however, whether the 
company, admittedly weak financially, should be given an 
enormously greater area, with the assistance of a mere 


advisory committee provided in an undefined manner from the. 


different parts of the area, is a serious one which, it was 
clear, would give the Commissioners much trouble and great 
responsibility. ‘The company disclosed a considerable measure 
of support from the North Wales area, but little from the 
Cheshire section of the electricity district. Mr. Jack gave his 
evidence in a confident manner, and must be congratulated on 
receiving much more gentle treatment in cross-exainination 
than that accorded to his opponents. 

There is no doubt, as a result of this inquiry, that the side 
which engages eminent counsel, when the other relies upon the 
best of town clerks, is at a disadvantage. Counsel should 
either be excluded or employed by both sides in these inquiries. 

It appeared at the end of the sitting that a vital agreement 
between the North Wales Power Company and the Aluminium 
Corporation as to the use of the Dolgarrog water resources had 
only reached the stage of being vaguely in Mr. Jack's mind. 
This revelation indicates the complicated condition of affairs in 
North Wales. The agreement was drafted during the week- 
end, and was produced on Monday morning, and it was 
promptly pulled to pieces by opponents. The cross-examina- 
tion of Mr. Jack by the Town Clerk of Chester produced some 
spirited passages, and it confirmed the feeling that the tech- 
nical scheme was good and the proposed organisation a ditt- 
cult proposition.“ 

Mr. ‘Tyldesley Jones, for the Railway Companies, asked many 
questions and made points, but it was clear ne was neutral 
rather than in opposition. | 

On Tuesday eminent engineers were heard. all confirming 
the good opinion. we have formed of the Welsh water power, 
and finally there was a remarkable speech from Mr. Tyldesley 
Jones, in which he, in the railway. interest, opposed the for- 
mation of a Joint Electricity Authority. It was expected that 
the inquiry would finish at noon on Wednesday. 


Mr. J. H. Dicksox, town clerk of Chester, in opening the 
case for the Chester or B scheme, said that a preliminary 
survey of the area showed great diversity of industrial develop- 
ment and population. The area was approximately 4,000 
square miles, with a population of about 900,000, and a rate- 
able value of more than four and a half million pounds. It 
embraced really two distinct districts. The Corporation ar- 
ranged that all common interests should be grouped, but 
provision was made aguinst one authority being able to swamp 
the Board. lt was thought that only one-fourth of the autho- 
rities and persons who had the right to be represented on 
the Board would join in the first instance. It was beueved 
that the rest would eventually join. It had been agreed that 
the railway companies should have small representation on 
the proposed Board, which in that way would have the benefit 
of the co-operation and assistance of their technical experts. 
The Corporation had considered it of the utmost importance 
that the Joint Electricity Authority should not in the initial 
stages be overweighted with capital outlay; it therefore did 
not propose that the authority should buy out any existing 
generating stations or interfere with the North Wales Power 
Co. in its existing operations. Hydro-electric generating sta- 
tions Involved a much greater capital outlay than steam 
stations. In addition, there would be long lines of transmis- 
sion through sparsely populated districts which would require 
very little current, and the expenditure would have to be 
incurred straightaway at present inflated. prices. Therefore, 
the idea of conveying electricity from the west to the east 
would be entirely out of the question in the early stages. 
ln the meantime the demand for the current in the east was 
very urgent, and it was believed that the soundest proposal 
was that the east should at once be developed from an up-to- 
date steam generating station set up on the banks of the 
Lower Dee, in conjunction with a series of hydro-electric 
low-fall stations on the Upper Dee. In the west the North 
Wales Power Co. would continue to operate. Its transmission 
lines Would be gradually extended over the area, and as the 
development proceeded, the extension from the east would 
meet the extension from the west. In the Vale of Clwyd, the 
-southern area of Merionethshire, Montgomery, and a portion 
of Cardigan, there were many sources of water power, and 
the proposed authority would, as part of its early work, make 
careful survey of these natural resources and ascertain how 
far they were capable of development on an economic basis. 
The scheme would encourage the development of local efforts 
such as those at Machynlleth, Dolgelley, and also near Aberyst- 
wyth. Certain financial proposals were said to be ultra vires. 
It was essential that the authority should have a financial 
backing, and provision should be made to meet any small 
deficit. but there was no reason to fear the provision dealing 
with that matter. If any deficit occurred during the initial 
Stages of the working of the scheme, provision was made to 
enable the repayment to be made to the authorities out of a 


reserve fund, which could be built up from future surpluses. 
The North Wales Power Co. had lodged an objection, claim- 
ing that the Chester scheme was fundamentally unsound. 
The Dee Fishery Board had also made an objection on the 
ground that the fishing would be ruined. ‘The assertion in the 
objection that the Chester hydro-electric works bad proved 
a detriment to the Dee salmon fisheries was not admitted. 

Mr. Dickson enumerated authorities in Cheshire which 
supported the scheme, and said that Wrexham borough sup- 
ported the policy of public control embodied in the Chester 
scheme, but did not wish that a steam generating station 
should be erected unless the Commissioners were satisfied that 
it was absolutely necessary. It also desired compensation for 
discarded generating plant, but that was not a proposal that 
the promoters could accept. They were, however, satisfied 
that the different authorities could be supplied with electricity 
in bulk at such a price as would enabie them to discard their 
generating plant without undue loss. Connah’s Quay Urban 
Council contended that the administrative part of the scheme 
Was repulsive, and alleged that the technical portion of the 
scheme was not conducive to a cheap and abundant supply 
of electricity. Rhyl Urban Council desired to perpetuate the 
old parochial system. He gathered that the eastern district 
supported the principle of public control and favoured scheme 
B. Several county councils were ugainst public control and 
against scheme D. . 

At this point the chairman intimated that only those 
authorities and interests who had made representations. on 
the Chester scheme would be allowed to cross-examine wit- 
nesses, with the exception of the Ministry of Agriculture and 
tae United. Westminster Collieries, Wrexham, both of whom 
had been unavoidably prevented from making such repre- 
sentations. 

Mr. E. NOEL, HuMpuHreys, of Chester, who was for a vear 
the chairman of the Chester Corporation Electricity Corm- 
nuttee, and who, since his resignation from the council, had 
been co-opted as a member of the committee, then gave 
evidence. Ile stated that he was until 1918 the managing 
director of the North Wales Power Co. His evidence-in-chiet 
covered the points referred to in Mr. Dickson's opening, and 
dealt with the changes in the scheme which had been made 
as the result of negotiations and conferences subsequent to 
its being filed with the Commissioners. The proposed Joint 
Electricity Authority would at first comprise 74 members. 
The financial clauses need not alarm any of the authorities. 
The North Wales Power Co. had been invited to all the con- 
ferences that had been held, and there was power under the 
scheme for it to come in. 

In reply to the chairman, Mr. Humphreys said there was 
a very serious fall in the rainfall in 1915, and that drought 
would have been disastrous to the east portion of the district 
had it then relied upon a supply from hydro-generating sta- 
tions. A committee representing the Chester Corporation and 
other authorities had been negotiating with the Government 
to take over the steum generating station at the Government 
factory, Queensferry, and an arrangement was expected to 
be concluded without delay. 

Mr. Humphreys was cross-examined by Mr. HARPER, for 
the North Wales Power Co. Asked whether he would expect 
a public control scheme to be adopted even if the current 
supplied under public control was more costly than that 
supplied by a private company, witness replied affirinative!y, 
provided the disparity were not too great. Ile would preter 
the private supply, assuming there were permanent guarantees 
of quantity and price. He saw no reason why a publicly- 
controlled authority should not provide power as cheapiy as 
the Power Co. 

Mr. TvLpEsLEY Jones, K.C., who appeared for all the rail- 
way companies concerned, except the Cambrian, inquired 
whether it was proposed to make uniform charges for current 
in all parts of the area. Mr. Humphreys replied that the 
supply was not expected as cheaply in the eastern area as 
many consumers in the west were already getting it. 

Referring to Mr, Humphreys's statement that this was not 
the time to purchase generating stations, Mr. Jones asked 
whether it was meant to purchase undertakings at a later 
date. The witness replied that the North Wales Power Co.'s 
scheme disclosed some capital outlay valuation figures and 
estimates of expenditure, which—partieularly the valuation 
figures—were considered by the promoters of. the Chester 
scheme as inflated. It was not contemplated to purchase any 
other generating stations. 

Replying to Mr. A. Moon, representing the Dee Conservancy 
Board, witness denied that the proposed weirs on the upper 
Dee, nine in number, would ruin the salmon fishery or the 
river. The promoters had expert advice on that matter. 

Mr. W. O. Jones, clerk of the Anglesey County Council, 
suggested that if his county joined the proposed electricity 
district it could not expect a better supply than was available 
from the Power Co., and the witness concurred. He could 
not agree to priority of supply being given to areas not already 
provided for. 

The inquiry. was adjourned. 

The examination of Mr. Humphreys was resumed on 
Wednesday morning when Mr. CowLEy, of the Northwich 
U.D.C., further questioned him as to whether under the 
scheme the County Council would levy the rate for any 
deficieney on the whole county or for any specific district. 
Mr. Humphreys said that in the case of a county council 
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it would be paid out of the general county fund. He was 
not prepared to accept an amendment giving urban authori- 
ties the same facilities fur contracting out as county councils. 

Mr. H. U. VINCENT, representing the North Wales quarry 
owners, who, he said, were the largest users of electricity in 
the district, asked the witness if any local authority would 
accept any financial responsibility. On this point the witness 
had no information to give beyond what he gave in evidence. 
The large consumers in the western area were not approached 
on the matter further than inviting them to the conterences. 
So far as the west was concerned, they did not propose to 
carry out any operations. 

How do you propose to carry out your obligations in the 
west?—We can help you to come to reasonable terms with 
the Power Co. 

Yes, but supposing you fail, what would happen then? 

The CHAIRMAN : Lf there was failure to supply there would 
be legal power to remedy the matter. 

Mr. HUMPHREYS said that under Section 14 of the 1919 Act 
there were ineans of bringing pressure to bear through the 
Commissioners on the Power Co. He could not conceive that 
such circumstances would arise, as they were being supplied 
already. l 

Mr. JouwsoN: Then I come back to the original point. 
What advantage would it be for us to come in as a contributing 
authority under this scheme? We should get our electricity 
from the same source, and we should have the doubtful privi- 
lege of contributing towards your deficiency when it occurs, 
which we do not consider an advantage.—You would have that 
under either scheme. 

Mr. T. Amos Jones, clerk to the Rhyl Urban District Coun- 
cil, said that his council objected to the scheme. He noticed 
that the district would not be developed at the commence- 
ment of the scheme. Mr. Humphreys said that it would be 
left to the authority to develop the district later. He was 
satisfied as to the estimated charges of 14d. to 2d. per unit. 
They were not prepared to insert a clause for a maximum 
charge, as it generally became a minimum charge. 

The CHAIRMAN (to Mr. Jones): If you join you will have 
a voice in the direction of affairs. 

Mr. Jones: And if we join we will be taking on an unknown 
responsibility. So far as Rhyl and Denbigh were concerned, 
he said, the scheme was not a commercial proposition. Rhyl 
was capable of generating its own supply, and could also 
supply the district around if necessary. 

The CHAIRMAN said the Commissioners would have due 
regard to that wish. Pending developments, if places lke 
Rhyl desired to dispose of their surplus energy the authority 
set up could consider 1t. 

Mr. NETHERSOLE, clerk to the Connah's Quay U.D.C., said 
his council had decided to support the North Wales Power 
Co.'s scheme with certain amendments. 

Mr. Lawson TAYLOR, town clerk of Wrexham, quéstioned 
Mr. Humphreys on the proposals to scrap existing plant with- 
out making any provision for meeting outstanding loans. 

Mr. HuMPunEYS replied that he did not think there was 
any hardship. They would have the advantage of cheaper 
electricity, which would make it & commercial proposition 
to scrap the works rather than carry them on at a loss. It 
was thought better to provide electricity at such a price that 
places like Wrexham would find it cheaper to buy in bulk 
than carry on their own works. R 

In replying to Mr. WILLIAMS, clerk to the Chester Rural 
Council, who suggested that any deficit should fall upon the 
consumer rather than the general ratepayer, Mr. Humphreys 
said the latter arrangement was devised in order to give the 
proposed authority better financial support, and to enable 
money to be got on the best terms. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT, clerk to the Nantwich Rural Council, 
said his council desired it to be made clear that those who 
used the electricity should be made to pay for it, and that 
the burden of any deficiency should not be put upon rural 
areas which could not obtain a supply of electricity. 

Sir Harry HAwaR D inquired what authorities had passed 
resolutions supporting the scheme.—No authority has dis- 
tinctly supported the scheme except Chester. 

In reply to questions as to what inducement Chester had 
to offer the various authorities to come into the scheme, Mr. 
HUuMPHREYS said that by managing and owning their own 
electricity the authorities would be able to control the price 
and have the advantage of any surplus that might accrue. 
He placed great stress on the authorities concerned taking 
the financial responsibilities of the undertaking, and said that, 
if possible, the rates should not be resorted to. The prospect 
of a deficiency rate was somewhat remote. 

The CHAIRMAN : With regard to the capital involved in the 
scheme (£914,000), do you consider there would be any diffi 
culty in raising the money?—No; of course it would depend 
on the money market. 

Replying to further questions by a Commissioner, Mr. 
Houweureys said he was aware that the North Wales Power 
Co. was not purchasable. On the other hand. if the Power 
Co. wished to give a supply in bulk to other than authorised 
undertakings in any local government area, it would have 
to proceed by a special order from the Commissioners, or 
alternatively, by Act of Parliament. 

Can you realise what would be the relations between the 
Joint Authority and the North Wales Power Co. seeing that 
they are not purchasable?—We hope it will be one of friendly 
co-operation so that the area will get the fullest benefit. 


The CHAIRMAN: There are apparently two things which 
make you shy of water power—occasional drought and the 
unreliability of transmission lines. If you were assured that 
the water power was so developed as to make provision for 
adequate storage so as to eliminate the risk of even an unusual 
drought, and you were assured by your technical advisers that 
your fears as to transmission lines were groundless, would 
you then be prepared, if it were cheaper, to take your supply 
for the eastern area from the water power?—Until experi- 
ence has proved we are wrong we think not. 

This ended the examination of Mr. Humphreys, who had 
been in the witness chair about eight hours. 

Mr. S. E. Britron, M.LE.E., electrical engineer to the 
Chester Corporation, was the next witness. Examined by 
Mr. Dickson, he dealt with the scheme from its technical 
aspect, and said that the development of electricity in the 
district had been slower than it ought to be, owing to the 
absence of power supply. A cheaper rate for electricity would 
tend to increase the demand, as there were great possibilities 
of industrial development, and also of the use of electricity 
in agricultural areas in the same way as had taken place 
in Herefordshire. 'The water-power in the area was of such 
magnitude that if developed it would tend to economise the 
generation of electricity in large quantities. The Chester 
scheme embraced the utilisation of the river Dee by con- 
structing low-fall hydro-electric stations and the  erec- 
tion of a steam generating station on the Dee, which would 
act as a safeguard against failure of supply. He considered 
it essential to prevent any risk of interruption of supply. 
Dealing with the objections of the Fisheries Board, he said 
that in the erection of the weirs on the Dee they proposed 
to provide fish passes similar to the one in existence, and 
there was no evidence that the weir was detrimental to the 
salmon or salmon fry. Witness also described the water 
power source in the Vale of Clwyd. 

The CHAIRMAN: You heard the objection made by Rhyl that 
they were able to look after the district themselves. From 
the figures given in the Chester scheme the average cost per 
unit was 6.794d. From what you say now the cost would be 
reduced by about one-half if water power were utilised ?—Yes. 

Mr. Britton then went on to state that until they got their 
proposed power station they would get the current they 
required from the Queen's Ferry factory. He gave figures 
of the expected consumption, and the expenditure of the 
£914,000 involved in the first period of development. The cost 
of a six-wire transmission line would be £2,300 per mile, 
and for a single line £1.800 per mile. The cost per unit at 
first would be 1.369d., which would be reduced to 1.029d. in 
five years. In the first five years the total cost would be 
£472,650, with estimated receipts of £517,500. 

The CHAIRMAN: So the net profit would be £45,000 after 
all capital charges, new plant, and transmission lines had been 
provided for?—Yes. 

Mr. Britton was then cross-examined by Mr. A. T. MILLER, 
K.C., representing the North Wales Power Co., on the pro- 
posed construction of the low-fall power stations and the 
weirs on the river Dee, and as to the figures he had arrived 
at in estimating the flow of the river, and the electricity that 
would be generated, especially in reference to the fact that 
in the summer the river had very little flow. 

Mr. Britton described how he had arrived at his estimates. 
and said he had caused gauges to be placed in the river at 
various points. 

At this stage the proceedings were adjourned. 


Mr. Britton's cross-examination by Mr. Miller was continued 
when the inquiry was resumed on Thursday morning. Ques- 
tioned regarding the capacity of the proposed new low-fall 
plant to be constructed on the Dee, as given in his report 
to the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries in 1919, he agreed 
that the maximum was 6.505 kW and the minimum 929 kW, 
the minimum being a seventh of the maximum, not a fourth, 
as had been stated previously. 

Mr. MILLER then questioned witness as to his figures regard- 
ing the maximum and minimum flow of the river, and witness 
replied that the maximum was 75,000 cu. ft. per minute, and 
the minimum was 11,000 cu. ft. per minute. 

Mr. MILLER: Can you tell me in arriving at those figures 
which add up to 929 kW average per month minimum output 
what efticiency factor over-all have you calculated on? 

Mr. Britton: Over-all 65 per cent. 

Mr. MILLER: Have you got before you the details of that 
over-all efficiency. because I desire to challenge it? l 

Mr. Britton: No; I have not the details here in connection 
with the scheme. . 

Mr. Minter: My experts put it down under the low-water 
conditions which are, of course, special ones, at 33 per cent. 

Mr. Britton: I must challenge that until I am satisfied 
it is correct. 

Mr. MiLiR: It is a very serious difference, and I must 
inquire into it a little. These are, I assume, your steps. 
First your turbine, then your gearing, then through the gear- 
ing to the direct-current generator and over the direct trans- 
mission lines which go into the motor generator at the central 
station, passing it to the step-up transformer, which delivers 
vour eurrent. Are vou able to tell me what your allowance 
is for each of those items, starting with the turbine and taking 
them in order? : 

Mr. Britton: Including the turbine, gearing, and direct- 
current generator, 65 per cent. 

| E 
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Mr. MiLLER then put a series of questions with a view of 
challenging this figure, when the chairman interposed, and 
remarked: ‘‘I do not want for one moment to protect the 
witness, but the Commissioners have very full opportunities 
of examining such efliciency curves as you refer to, and are 
able to check them. Your point, Mr. Miller, is with only one- 
seventh of the flow the efficiency of the six stages to which 
you refer, froin turbine to step-up transformer, will not be 
as high as 65 per cent., which the witness has stated, and 
that, in fact, it will not be higher, in the opinion of your 
experts, than 33 or 35 per cent. I have made a note of that, 
and we will pay particular attention to the point. I would 
like you to give us this if you will. If your experts give the 
opinion that the 33 per cent. is for the six stages, would you 
give it for the three stages. That is, for the turbine, the 
gearing, and the direct-current generator, so that we may 
have a comparative figure with the 65 per cent.” 

Mr. MILLER: I will get that worked out for the three stages. 
As they stand separately they are 55 per cent. turbine, 95 per 
cent. gearing, 85 per cent. direct-current generator. The direct- 
current transmission we put at about 95 per cent. efficiency, 
the motor generator at 81 per cent. efficiency, and the step-up 
transformer at 95 per cent. efficiency. 

The CHAIRMAN : I suggest there must be some little mistake 
there; if you suggest that for a direct-current generator with 
that particular load the efficiency is only 85 per cent., can 
the motor generator be as high as 81 per cent.? 

Mr. MiLLER: I will ask my experts to consider that. The 
total worked out on all these calculations will be 33 per cent. 

Mr. MILLER: In regard to vour £65.000 outlay on a small 
station in the Vale of Clwyd, you place the kW capacity 
at 1.000 in 1930. Is that the demand which you expect to 
supply from the Vale of Clwyd? 

Mr. Britton: That is the figure as to the potential supply 
of the district. After further technical questions on this 
point, the chairman interposed and said: May I put this 
question to you? In vour scheme vou have not made anv 
provision up to 1930 for anv connection between Rhy! and 
the Vale of Clwyd hydro station with any other part of the 
general transmission system in the eastern district. 

Mr. Britron: That is so, the figures do not include a con- 
necting link between the river Dee and the western district. 

Questioned bv Mr. MILLER as to the cost set down in the 
scheme for producing 15.300.000 units, fuel would cost £23,900, 
and the cost would be .375d. per unit generally, Mr. Britton 
replied that the cost was based on 9d. per unit generated for 
coal at 35s. per ton. 

Mr. MILLER also questioned the witness’s figures of a capital 
outlay of £27 10s. per kW, and asked for the detailed figures, 
which the town clerk of Chester promised would be supplied. 
In regard to the item 4.875 for capital charges which 
was questioned, the chairman pointed out the figure was based 
upon the tables for loans which the Commissioners invariably 
grant, the amount of interest being 74 per cent. 

The CHAIRMAN: Supposing that it be a fact that there is 
surplus water power which can be generated in the west and 
which cannot be wholly utilised in the west, and supposing 
as vou have said that the transmission lines can he erected at 
such a cost that energy can be economically delivered to the 
east, is it your opinion as an engineer, and would it not be 
your wish as one of the promoters of this scheme. that such 
transmission lines should be laid as soon as possible and the 
energy supplied to the east? 

Mr. Britron: Certainly, sir. The whole point is, we are 
not in a position to put forward an opinion on that particular 
point, as we have not the detailed information. There is 
nothing else in it. If it can be shown that the west can 
generate large quantities of power there and send it to the east 
at a proper charge. we are quite prepared to say it would be 
the proper thing to do, but that is the point—we have not 
the information. 

Mr. TYLDESLEY JONES, K.C., on behalf of the railway com- 
nanies, then cross-examined Mr. Britton, and said he would 
like the witness to explain what this paragraph in his scheme 
meant: ''The electrification of railways is considered an im- 
portant national matter. and having regard to the excentional 
circumstances existing in this district for the generation of 
cheap electrical energy this 1s, worthy of early serious con- 
sideration.” 

Mr. Britron: First there is a coalfield in the area, adjacent 
to a river. enabling a steam generating station to be put up 
and electricity produced in very large quantities at a very low 
rate. Then you have the water power, as submitted by the 
Power Co. in the west. Those two conditions, I think, are 
peculiar. and do offer facilities for generating great quantities 
of electricity for railway electrification. 

In replying to further auestions by counsel the witness ad- 
mitted that at present Chester was onlv able to carrv its 
load by means of a hatterv and occasional overloading of the 
plant. He also admitted that Chester would not transfer its 
hydro-electric station to the proposed Joint Electricity Autho- 
ritv. but would use it itself. 

Mr. Jones also elicited the fact that it was proposed to lay 
193 miles of mains in the first period of development. 

Questioned as to the operating costs, the witness said the 
figures were based upon actual experience of the running 
costs of the installation at Queensferry. 


(To be continued.) 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters received by us after 5 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the following week. Correspondents should forward their communi- 
cations at the earliest possible moment, No letter oan be published 
unless we have the writer's name and address in our possession, 


The Reduction in Price of Lamps. 


I should like to associate myself with the remarks of Mr. 
R. J. Scarborough in the last issue of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 
and to say that 1 a!so have written the E.L.M.A. and notified 
them that until I obtain a rebate for all lamps in stock on 
lebruary Ist, 1921, I will sell no more T.L.A. lamps. 

The remedy is in our hands, but only by concerted action 
shall we obtain satisfaction. 

If all other retailers so affected will adopt the same plan 
we shall get the rebate. The travellers will soon be round, 
and when they find their usual orders missing, they, too, 
will no doubt press the matter. 


C. Culmer Hodges, A. M. I. E. E., A.M.I. Mech. E., 


Electricity Works, Dawlish. 
February loth, 1921. 


I should be glad if you could find space for a few words in 
reply to your correspondents’ comments, regarding my letter 
on the reduction in the price of lamps. Your correspondent 
Mr. Rudd’s suggestion of a clearing house would have left 
no rool for complaints, although even a month or two's 
notice to the trade would have given retailers an opportunity 
to arrange their stocks. 

As regards your correspondent “ Lump Salesman," one 
would appreciate. his reply had he come out into the open 
and revealed his identity instead of hiding behind a nom de 
guerre. However, the reason is obvious. But he has for- 
gotten that at the time when the price of lumps was increased 
there were more unportant things to be done than sitting 
in an office or selling lamps behind a counter; hence 1 had 
no stocks to increase in value, and no cheque to forward to 
the lamp manufacturers, so that Mr. Salesman can now be 
convinced on that point with greater amusement on seein 
that he has fired a blank shot. But even if the Deea 
value was given to the trade at tbe time, no doubt the 
retailers’ stocks were low owing to war demands. It was the 
makers, and not the retailers, who reaped the harvest. And, 
after all, the average B per cent. discount off E.L.M.A. lamps 
is not a great proposition when breakages in stock, complaints 
of premature fuilures, &c., are considered. Since my first 
letter I have received several letters from contractors and 
retailers each stating that they have comuinunicated with the 
E. L. M. A., who have not at present even had the courtesy 
to reply. 

Probably this is mismanagement. 


North Finchley. 
February 19th, 1991. 


R. J. Scarborough. 


Wiring in Ferro-Concrete Factories. 
The use of ferro-concrete in the construction of buildings 


. opens out new problems in the matter of distribution and 


wiring systems, und I think it would be of general interest 
to have the opinions of others as to which is the best system 
to adopt in factories, built on this principle. 

It is held by some engineers that the use of steel tubing in 
any form, screwed or otherwise, is bad practice, and wood 
casing, of course, 1s out of the question. C.T.S. cables strike 
me as being rather too unprotected for general use, although, 
of course, ideal for some ciasses of work, and there are several 
metal cased wiring systems which no doubt have their sup- 
porters. Among the latter is the concentric system with 
earthed outer, which can, of course, only be used on systems 
not connected to a general or central station supply. 

It would be interesting to have the experience of users of 
this system with special regard to its reliability and fire- 


proofness. 
Inquirer. 
February 16th, 1921. 


Shop Displays. 

The letters under the heading of Shop Displays have 
greatly interested me, particularly those criticising the Elec- 
trical Contractors’ Association. 

I am absolutely certain that all electrical contractors outside 
the association do not realise the tremendous work that has 
been done by our united efforts, particularly during the last 
three years. 

They may have been misinformed, like myself, as to the 
integrity of our leaders. My only regret is that I listened 
to the tales of a certain wholesaler’s traveller (whose name 
I still remember) instead of seeking direct information myself, 
and was thereby unduly influenced against the association 
for some years. 

Since joining about four years ago, I have got to know a 
large number of our members, and find them, particularly 
our leaders, exceptionally capable and square dealing men 


Vol. 88. No. 3,957, 8 35,1931. THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


287 


who are out for the general advantage of our section of the 
electrical industry. 
I feel heartily sorry for contractors who are qualified and 
have not joined; they are losing more than they realise, and 
I can personally give useful information to any of them I 
shall be delighted to do so. 
. H. T. Young. 


London. 
February 16th, 1921. 


Charging Batteries for Motor Cars. 


With reference to our communication re battery-charging 
plant in motor garages, I would point out to your correspon- 
dents that our correspondent perhaps did not make himself 
as clear as he might have done. ` 

What we actually require is a charging system which elimi- 
nates the loss by heat or light when using a resistance or 
bank of lamps. I already have a good system for charging 
with resistance so that the whole current consumed equals 
the battery which takes the highest current. This, however, 
is not what we require, and we should be glad to hear from 
makers who have a system in which neither a motor genera- 
tor, nor resistance, nor banks of lamps are used in reducing 
the voltage from the main. 

W. Evans, 


Electrician, Rootes, Ltd. 
Maidstone. 


February 16th, 1921. 


À Question of Ethics. 


What appears to me to be an unusual breach of advertising 
ethics appears in your current issue. In the advertisement 
pages (i.e., page 57 of the Supplement) is a quarter-page ad- 
vertisement drawing attention to a '' write-up '' and giving the 
page number in your news columns on which it may be found. 

I am not a bit concerned commercially in any tyne of the 
machine advertised, but I am concerned in keeping advertising 
free from base suggestion by its traducers. Thus, while I 
am justified in asking if this new departure is to be taken as 
a part of your future policy, I am hopeful that a slip has 
been made which will not he repeated. 

Editorial comment should be quite independent of any 
advertiser, and. in my opinion. it is both bad for a journal 
and for advertising generally, when such evidence of prior 
arrangement between the advertiser and the journal appears 
in its columns. 

W. A. Moore. 


London. 
February 22nd, 1921. 


[We are indebted to our correspondent for drawing atten- 
tion to this incident. We think it is well known throughout 
the trade that we hold very strong views regarding the 
absolute necessitv for the completest possible indenendence to 
be maintained with regard to editorial contents. The insertion 
of the reference was not sanctioned either hv ourselves ar hy 
our advertising manager, and steps have been taken which. 
we hone, will render a repetition of the incident impossible.— 
Eps. Etec. Rev.) 


A Flashing Problem. 


Some time ago two 40-h.p., d.c., shunt interpole motors, 
both of reputable-English make. were moved from one factory 
to another part of the country; both motors had worked 
satisfactorily at No. 1 factory, and on starting up after in- 
stalling at No. 2 factory ran sparklessly until nearing full 
load, when botb sparked violently. The voltage in both cases 
was 440. The insulation on test was O.K.. also a drop test 
on shunt and interpole coils showed a perfect balance. Nothing 
would correct this faultv commutator until the interpole cir- 
cuit was reversed. To do this. the- short lead of conner tane 
from the interpole coil to the -- brush arm had to be 
lengthened to reach the terminal block. showing clearlv that 
the original connection was as intended by the test bed resulta 
of the maker. Further, the motors had developed their full 
rating at No. 1 factory. The motors never gave tronble after- 
wards, but I never satisfied myself why this alteration was 
necessary. and should like to hear of ay similar experience 
on the part of any of your readers. 

Inquirer. 


Referring to Dense's letter in the issue of February 
lith and the several replies thereto in the succeeding issue, 
perhaps the following comments may help to clear up the 
difficulty. 

Since the motor runs in one direction sparklessly, it proves 
that it is not loaded in excess of its commutating power. and 
that the brushes are of a quality fit to give gond commutation 
resnits providéd the flux element is correctly adjusted. 

The fundamental princinle underlving correct commutation 
is that when certain coils of the armature pass from a magnetic 
zone of one sense to a zone of an onnosite sense, during 
which time the commutator bars to which thev are imme- 
diately connected are passing beneath a set of brushes, the 


' Het of fittinaa chacen hv the ladv or her hnehand 


current in these coils must be reduced to zero, reversed, and 
built up to an equal strength in the opposite direction. 

To bring this about, the brushes are rocked to a position 
such that during the time the coils are shorted by them, 
the coils are being cut by a fringe of flux sufficiently strong 
and of such sense as to build up the necessary reversed current 
in them before their commutator bars emerge from beneath 
the brushes. 

The position of this fringe of flux tends to vary with every 
change of current in the armature, and in order to keep the 
coils within its influence the brushes must be suitable rocked. 

The function of the interpole is to compensate for this 
tendency of the flux to move, and by so doing allow of a 
fixed brush position. 

It would appear that when Dense's motor runs spark- 
lessly it does so not solely by virtue of the influence of the 
interpole, but only partially so, and the discrepancy is com- 
pensated for by adjusting the brushes so that the coils catch 
up, so to speak, the aforementioned fringe of flux. 

To make the interpole function properly, its flux strength 
must be so proportioned to the flux due to the armature 
ampere-turns that the resultant flux of the interaction of 
armature and field fluxes will remain at a fixed angle. 

If Dense will try varving the strength of his interpole 
flux (as suggested by Mr. Kinch), I think he will find therein 
the solution to his difficulty. 

E. Brown. 

London. | 

February 19th, 1921. 


I desire to thank you for your courtesy and your correspon- 
dents for their very interesting letters re the above.: I have 
acted on several of the suggestions mentioned, but after I 
have had am opportunity of looking further into the matter 
(which may be some little time) I will have nleasure in com- 
municating with you if I succeed in solving the problem. 


; Dense. 
February 19th, 1921. 


[This correspondence is now closed.—Evs. Erec. Rev.) 


LPGAL 


F. HOLBROOR & Co. v. F. P. Buiss & Sons. 


Mr. EDwARD PorLock, one of the High Court°Official Referees, 
on February 16th concluded the hearing of this action, in which 
plaintiffs. electrical engineers and contractors, of Foster Lane, 
Cheapside, claimed from defendants, builders, of Rudolph 
Road. Bushey. the balance of an account for an electrical in- 
stallation put into a house called Oaklands,” at the Avenue, 
Bushey. 

Mr. J. B. Matthews, K.C., with Mr. Abinger appeared for 
the plaintiffs. and Mr. A. Powell, K.C.. was for the defence. 

Mr. J. B. Matruews, stating the case for the plaintiffs. said 
that it was really a trade dispute between tradesmen doing 
similar husiness ag to the cost of doing certain work in relation 
to the fitting un of a private house with an electrical instal- 
lation. In April of last vear the defendants were doing certain 
building work at the “Oaklands.” into which a lady named 
Giffard was anxious to move, and plaintiffs received from them 
a telephone message stating that thev wished to have rnme 
electrical work done. and in the course of the conversation de- 
fendants said that it was a inh which oucht to cost from 
£50 ta FAN. Mr. Holhrook went down to the place and saw 
Mr. Cyril Bliss. who had the matter in hand. On going over 
the house and seeing what was required. Mr. Holbrook told 
Mr. Bliss thot it certainly was not a £60 job. and how much 
it would cost it was not possible to say. Tt was costly work, 
as the wires were to he cased in steel tubing laid not on the 
surfaces hnf in chases to he made in the walls. The work war 
nut in hand. and the result of the anxietv of the ladv to cet 
it done anicklv was that men had to work nicht and dav 
which involved extra ontlav for lahonr at overtime, and while 
the work was in progress Mrs. Giffard wanted a good many 
things done in a wav different from that which was oricinally 
intended. Indeed. naid counsel. ahe exercised a ladv's privilege 
of changing her mind and havina thinea restored to the 
oricinal eanditien after she had altered them. Revond the 
electrical inctallation for liahtina there waa an estahlichment of 
pointe for the purnose of radiatara being fixed. and there was 
anevial estimate for the rewiring of the electric hella. The end 
of it was that the tatal amonnt of the work inclnding a rostly 
eame ta 
£075 naninst which there waa a cash credit of £179. The 
nlaintiffa. however. arrived at the h^lance of LAR hv making 
the largest noacihle enneeasinna in favour of the defendanta, 
The issues ta he tried. raid connsel, were two: First. thet there 
war a contract that the wark chovld he done far LAN ond 
secandly, there was a anestinn raised with record to the wiring 
of the hells. Tt geemoed that the working did not trr ont 
aa tisfactorv. and it was found hv vlaintiffa that water had got 
into a portion of the work. but for that plaintiffs were in no 
wav responsible. Defendante further said that the work was 
not done so well as it ought to have heen done. and in respect 
of that they made a small coanter-claim of some £14. 
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PLAINTIFF gave evidence in support of the claim, and wit- 
nesses were called to testify to the details of the work done, 
with additions occasioned by alterations ordered by Mrs. 
Giffard, the owner of the house. Several electrical engineers 
also gave evidence as to the efficiency of the installation and 
the moderation of the prices charged. 

For the defence, Mr. RosERT GirrarD and Mrs. GIFFARD, the 
occupants of the house, were called, and while complaining of 
the cost of the work, asserted that the bells were left in a 
defective condition. Mrs. Giffard denied that she had caused 
a great deal of extra work, but admitted that she had caused 
alterations to be made after the lights had been fitted. 

Mr. CxRiL Briss, who had charge of the work at Oaklands, 
stated that he left the work of electrical installation entirely to 
Mr. Joseph Holbrook, and took no responsibility for it. Mr. 
Holbrook's price of £60 was not, he said, to include the cost 
of the fittings, and the order for putting in the wires for the 
bells was given afterwards. When the bill was sent in it was 
three times as large as he expected, and when he took it to 
Mr. Giffard he told him how disgusted he was at having to 
ask for so much money. Accounting for what he termed the 
heavy charges for labour, he said that at starting there were 
four men walking about the building and doing nothing but 
mark the walls with crosses during the whole of one day be- 
cause they had brought no materials with them, and the 
materials were brought down in dribs and drabs at differ- 
ent times. 

In cross-examination, he said he told plaintiffs that it was 
a heating as well as lighting job of 28 points, but it turned out 
that there were 32 points for lighting and four radiator points. 
He admitted that it was not true to say that the men came 
down without any materials, because they did bring a bag 
down with them. He was thoroughly disgusted with Mr. 
Holbrook's charges, but in a postscript to a letter he had told 
them that he would pay their bill as soon as hé obtained a 

"settlement from his client. He said nothing about excessive 
charges. : 

Expert evidence was called on the question of the alleged 
excessive charges, and in the result 

The OrriciAL REFEREE, in giving judgment, said that £50 
had been paid into court, and the question was whether that 
was sufficient to cover plaintiffs’ claim. When Mr. Holbrook 
went over the premises he said the job was quite different 
from that which he had expected, and it could not be done for 
£60. He declined to give an estimate. There was no mention 
in any letter that there had been an agreement to do it for 
£60 or any other amount, nor was anything said about it 
when plaintiffs pressed for payment. He (the Referee) could 
not help coming to the conclusion that the evidence of Mr. 
Holbrook was right and the evidence of Mr. Bliss was wrong. 
As to the prices, there were great differences of opinion, but 
that was what must always be expected where experts were 
called. A detailed account had been sent in, and no one had 
been able to say that the materials charged for had not been 
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used, and no one had taken the trouble to ascertain whether 
the charges were excessive. Mr. Holbrook had, however, said 
that the charges were fair and reasonable, and he could not 
accept the suggestion that there had been any overcharge. A 
considerable amount of tirne had been spent over the suggestion 
that the use of slip-sockets was wrong, but there was abundant 
evidence to show that they were used almost universally. As 
a result he found that the plaintiffs had made out their claim, 
and there must be judgment in their favour, the £50 paid into 
court to be paid out to them in part satisfaction. 

Judginent was accordingly entered for the plaintiff, with 
costs on the High Courts scale. 


WaTsoN, Mansy & Co. (HAMPSTEAD) v. COHEN. 


In this action, which was commenced in the Chancery Division 
by Mr. Justice Eve on February 16th, and concluded on the 
following day, the plaintiffs, according to Mr. Clayton, K.C., 
who appeared for them, sought to obtain an injunction to 
restrain the defendant from committing à breach of an agree- 
ment entered into in August, 1917, in which. there was a 
covenant that he should not, for a period of five years from the 
completion of the purchase by plaintiffs of a business at 
Golders Green Road which he had sold to them, carry on or 
engage in the business of an electriclan within a certain radius 
of Golders Green Road. Defendant, however, who was now 
trading as an electrician at Cheapside, in the City, had a house 
near his old premises at Golders Green, and he there used 
the same telephone number as he had used previously in his 
business. 

His LoRDpsHiP, in the result, after hearing evidence, gave 
judgment for the defendant. 


LLANRWST ELECTRICITY SuPPLY Co., LID. 


At the Festiniog County Court, last week, an application was 
made on behalf of a petitioner for the winding up of this 
company. Mr. Latimer Jones, of Llanrwst, appeared against 
granting the petition. He stated that he represented four- 
fifths of the value of the company’s shares. Judgment was 
reserved. 


eee 


BRITISH ELECTRICAL FEDERATION, LAD. 


Ix the Chancery Division, on February 16th, Mr. Justice 
Astbury confirmed an alteration of the objects of the British 
Electrical Federation, Ltd. Mr. N. Greene said the company 
did not carry on business at a profit. Its sole business was 
protecting and assisting its members who comprised a large 
number of electrical firms, and it was found desirable that 
the company should act as trustee in respect of inatters such 
as superannuation pensions and debenture issucs of its mem- 
bers. The company not being a trading one had no creditors. 


VV VVV ĩðò Oe, Ue ae 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.—James SHERRED DENLEY 
(trading as Denley & Co.), cycle dealer and electrician, 69, Regent 
Street, Cheltenham. The following are creditors in this case :— 
Callender's Cable Co., Ltd. £21 Wholesa'e Electric Co., Ltd. £ll 
General Electríc Co., Ltd. Bi 

CHARLES CARLISLE THOMPSON, 78, Salisbury Street, Kingaton- 
upon-Hull, plumber and electrician.—The public examination of 
this debtor was recently held at Hull. The statement of affairs 
showed liabilities £295, against assets £14. Debtor attributed 
his position to losses on contracts, illness of self and family, and 
heavy househo'd expenses. The examination was closed. The 
following are creditors herein :— 


Danby & Co., Ltd... oe £145 - Singleton, Frank. ^s . 446 
Darby, Ltd., Jas "s ss d Hult Corporation Telephones .. 11 
Morley, T. B. as Se .. 86 Bankers 5s F T ae 10 


J. V. BELL, electrical engineer, 21, North Bar Within, Beverley, 
Yorkshire — First meeting, March Ist, at Official Receiver's office, 
Hull. Public examination, March 14th, at the Guildhall, Hull. 

J. W. GLADWIN, electrical engineer, Sheth 1d. — Trustee, Mr. 
C. Turner, 155, Norfolk Street, Sheffield. 


Company Liquidations,.—MuTUvAL ELECTRIC Trust, 
LtTp.—Winding up voluntarily. Liquidator, Mr. A. E. Wake, 
Norfolk House, Laurenoe Pountney Hill, E.C. 4. Meeting of 
creditors. February 28th, at Laurence Pountney Hill. 


Trade Aunouncements.— THE DawsoN-MANLEY ENar- 
NEERING Co, of 24, Hatton Garden, London, E.C. 1, desires to 
receive catalogues from the electrical trade. 

MkssBs. A. W. BAINSBURY, LTD., engineers and electrical con- 
tractors, Sheffield, celebrated the firm's coming of age by removing 
into new premises built for them in Campo Lane (Sainsbury's 
Buildings). The firm desire to receive up-to-date catalogues. 

THe IRONSIDES Co., of Columbus, Ohio, U.S.A., has just estab- 
lished au agency in this country for the sale of the Ironside roll 
neck and gear shield greases, which are extensively used in U.S. 
rolling mills. Mr. John Hanlon, 614, Bold Street, Liverpool, has 
been appointed sole Europ an agent for all the Ironside specialities, 


BUSINESS NOTES, 


MEssns. CLEWORTH, WHEAL & Co., LTD., of Castleton, Man 
chester, manufacturers of air filters, ooolers, humidifiers, &c., are 
now represented in the London district by Measrs. Williams, Pell 
and Baring, of 5, Chanoery Lane, W.C. 2. 

Catalogues aud Lists.—T HE PREMIER ACCUMULATOR Co., 
LTD., Cattle Market Road, Northampton.—A well-illustrated cata- 
logue of accumulator batteries, giving a number of views of 
installations. Fully priced. 

Messrs, HAMNETT & ANDREW, 127, Grosvenor Street, All Saints, 
Manchester. List 723, giving particulars of a number of insulating 
materials, including fibre, ebonite, mica, silk and cotton. 

Messrs. ISAACSON & Brown, LTD., 39, Furnival Street, Holborn, 
E.C. 4.—A priced and illustrated leaflet of Bettalite " bowl fittings. 

Messrs. S. SMITH & Sons (M. A.), LTD., 179-185, Great Portland 
Street, W. 1.—Literature describing the " K L.G." spark-p'ug, and 
giving details of a competition being organised among users of this 

lug. 
d FULLER'S UNITED ELECTRIC Works, LTD., Iddesleigh House, 
Caxton Street, Westminster, S.W. l.—Liats Nos. 91, dealing with 
dry batteries, giving dimensions and prices; 95, miners’ lamp 
accumulators—describing manufacture ; 97, price list of plate-ty pe 
lighting accumulators; and 104, illustrating and describing 
Fuller’s patent inert cells. 

MxissBs. SPALDING X IIODGE, LTD., Drury House, Russell Street, 
W.C. 2.— Illustrations of various types of motor-lorries. 

THE GENERAL ELECTRIC Co., LTD., 67, Queen Victoria Street, 
E.C. 4.—Leaflet No. O 2.611, illustrating and describing the 
„ Klersite dynamo for lighting commercial vehicles. Installation 
Leafiet No. P 2,450, an illustrated description of a 1 750-kVA low- 
speed alternator for a water turbine. Pamphlet No. F 2,475, a price 
list of Superlux ` ornamental glassware for lighting; priced and 
illustrated. ö 

SIMPLEX CoNDUITS, LTD., Garrison Lane, Birmingham. — An 
illustrated booklet glving constructional details of the Plexsim 
Royal electric vasaum cleaner. Priced. 

Hart ACCUMULATOR Co., LTD., Marshgate Lane Stratford, 
E. 15.—A price list of a number of types ok Hart starter and 
lighting batteries, 
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SWEDISH GENERAL ELECTRIC, LTD., 5, Chancery Lane, W.C. ?.— 
Stock Lists Nos. 28 and 29, dealing respectively with d.c. type K 
motors and single phase Century motors, and two- and three- 
phase motors. Fully priced. 

Messrs, BRUCE PEEBLES & Co., LTD., Ed ing burgh.— Les Con- 
vertisseurs en Cascade Peebles, Brochure F 20, an illustrated 
list (in French) dealing with the construction and applications of 
** Peebles ` converters. 

THE ELECTRIC HEATING Co., George Street, Croydon.—An illus- 
trated and priced pamphlet dealing with “ Elect '' irons, including 
a tailor's goose ` type. 

Messrs, E. BRooK, LTD., Empress Works, Huddersfield.— List 53, 
giving details and prices of Brook three-phase mine motore. 

Messrs, MARSH & SANDERSON, 35, Station Road, Ossett, Yorks.— 
An illustrated leaflet describing " M & 8” safety switch covers for 
protecting switches from mechanical damage. 

MEssrs, SIEMENS Bros. & Co., LTD., Caxton House, Westminster, 
S. W. 1.—A new supplement (No. 3) to the firm's catalogue of wire 
and cable (No. 532), dated February, 1921, and giving prices, &, 
of cab-tire sheathed cable and flexibles. 

ERITH’S ENGINEERING Co, LTD., 83, Kingsway, London, 
W.C. 2.—A 24-page well-produced booklet fully illustrating and 
describing Erith-Roe three-stayze combustlon stokers, supple- 
mentary firing with waste gases, mechanical coal-handling and 
stoking for vessels, and Erith's feed-water heater and purifier. 

THE WALTHAM MANUFACTURING Co., 2, Jackson Road, 
Holloway, N.— Priced leatlet dealing with lantern arc lamps. 

MEssBS. TODMAN, RYALL X Co, LTD., 38, Grosvenor Gardens, 
Westmir ster, S. W. 1.—Illustrated and priced cata'ogue describing 
the general construct/'on of “LW” dynamos and motors, and 
giving h.p. or kW and various speeds, 

Swedish Foreign Trade.—According to the foreign 


trade returns of Sweden, the imports and exports in the past two 
years included the following :— 


IMPORTS, 

1919. 10720. 

Electrical generators, motors, atators, ac- Tons. Tons. 
cumulatore, ke sss m ds 4,088 12,716 
Safety apparatus, rheostats, &c. € $us 428 791 
Glow lamps  ... sae vis — TA 215 262 
Electricity meters wee vis aoe sits 3,864 4,367 

EXPORTS, 1919. 1920. 

Tons. ‘Tons, 
Electrical generators, motors, statore, &c. ... 11,330 18,190 
Telephone and telegraph apparatus ... . 10,022 10,675 
Steam turbines... ee ois ids Um 3.485 3,793 
Hydraulic turbines and water- wheels Sie 1,358 1,086 


For Sale.— By direction of the Disposal Board, Mr. C. D. 
Phillips will sell by auction on March 10th, at Swindon, machine 
tools, electrical plant and fittings, &c. On March 16th, 16th, and 
17th, at Newport, Mon, machinery, office furniture, and canteen 
equipment, and on March 22nd and 23rd, at Bristol, a quantity of 
shipbuilding plant, electric generators, motors, cables, &c., lying at 
Beachl- y, Portishead, Portbury, Bath, &c. 

Messrs. J. Pearce Pope & Sons will offer by auction on March 
lith, at the National Filing Factory, Quedgeley, Glos., plant, 
machinery, building material, &c. 

Beckenham Urban District Council Electricity Department has 
for disposal one 120- kW Belliss- Fowler alternator and exciter. 

Wolverhampton Corporation Electricity Department has for dis- 
posal eight steam driven E“ type underfeed mechanical stokers, 
with hoppers, &c. See our advertisement pages to-day. 

We have received & catalogue of motor accessories which are 
being offered in a special clearance tale by Messrs. S, SMITH & SONS 
(M. A.), LTD., until March 7th. - 


German Firms in Luxemburg.— It is reported that the 
Siemens-Schuckert Co. proposes to follow the example of the 
A. E. G. and establish a branch in Luxemburg. 


Exhibition at Alglers.— An Exhibition Fair will be held 
at Algiers from April 16th to May 8th. This exhibition will be 
installed on a aite of about 10 acres in a suburb of the town. The 
principal exhibits will comprise food products, various industries, 
native industries, textiles, metallurgical industries, &c., automobile 
and motor-culture industr es. Application for stands and all 
information should be addre:sed to Mons'eur C. Granier, 1, Boule- 
vard de la Republique, Algiers. We have received & copy of the 


prospectus. 


Competition in Portugal.— Conditions of sale" are an 
increasingly important factor in trade operations with foreign 
eountries, in view of exchange and other difficulties. Attention 
has already been drawn to complaints at the stringent terms 
required by Britieh manufacturers in comparison with those of 
other nations, and particularly of Germany, and to the consequent 
danger of loss of trnde. The following instance, quoted by the 
F. B. I. representative in Portugal, proves yet again the urgercy of 
the question. An important Portuguese company recently invited 
tenders for the supply of machinery of which it was in need. 
The British firms tendering asked for half payment with order 
and the remainder on shipment of the goods. The order was 
finally placed with a German firm in Spain whose terms were far 
more favourable. The machinery was delivered by this firm and 
had been for three weeks on the wharf before any question of pay- 
ment arose, A member of the Portuguese compary then called on 
the G: rman firm and waa informed that a theS,anieh exchange was 
so bad at present for the Portuguese firm. they wer» quite willing to 
await pxyment nntil it was more favourable to the purchaserg,— 
Bulletin of the F.B.I, 


A New German Development.—A further movement in 
the German electrical industry is impendirg, as & result of the 
announcement that the A,E.G., of Berlin, and the Linke-Hof mann 
Works, of Breslau, have decided to enter into a community of 
interests by means of an interchange of shares for 30,000,000 marks. 
The former will make a new issue of shares for 30,000,C00 marks 
for this purpose, even if the emission should not assume larger 
dimensions, while the share capital of the latter is to be raised from 
64 millions to 120 millions of marks, £0 as to effect the interchange 
and for other purposes; and there will be a mutual election of 
directors on each company. As cne of the largest locomotive 
works in Europe, the Linke-Hofmann Co, entered into a close oon- 
nection with the Lauchhammer Iron and Steel Co. in 1920, and 
thus became assured of a supply of raw materials, The trans- 
action with the A.E.G., which has been aimed at by the latter for 
some time past, is understood to have in view unity of action in 
connection with electric railway problems wbich sre pending in 
various countries in Europe. The Breslau Works are considered 
suitable also for the construction of electric locomotives and 
wagons, while the A.E.G. would be a large customer for the 
former's special manufactures, which apart from steam locomotives, 
include compressors, winding engines, turbines, &c. 


Lead.—1n their report dated February 19th, Messrs. 
JAMES FORSTER & Co. state :—" There has been a fair amount of 
business this week, chiefly for prompt, but makers of red, white, 
and sheet lead report that the demand from the building trade is 
very poor, and worse than it has been for some months past, which 
is somewhat surprising, in view of the building which is going on. 
On tbe other hand, the electrical cable trade is well employed, and 
is likely to remain so fcr months shrad. Export is stagnant.” 


Ex-Seivice Men's Bazaar.— An Ex-Service Men's Indus- 
trial Bszaar has been opened at 52. Conduit Street, London, W., 
und is full of interesting and useful things, says the Daily News, 
including a pleasing display of art lamps and electrical domestic 
apparatus, 


Key Industrles.— The Birmingham Post, in a forecast of 
the Government's new Trade Bill, designed to protect key industries, 
prevent dumping, and remedy the disturbance caused by collapsed 
exchanges, says it is possible that the measure will be introduced 
into the House of Commons for a formal first reading this week. 
"'The scheme proposed by the Board of Trade is that an import 
duty shall be placed on the goods rent from countries with 
collapsed exchanges, not with the intention of cutting out com- 
petition, but to give our manufacturers a fair chance with the 
home markets. The duty, which will seek to establish & parity 
between the price of the imported goods and the price of the home- 
made goods, will rise or fall with the exchange rate, the variations 
being arranged over a period of weeks, and not day by day. The 
schedule of 'key industries included in the Bill will practically 
be the same as the schedule in the previous Bill introduced by Sir 
Auckland Geddes when he was President of the Board of Trade. 
The list includes at least two items of importance to the Midlands 
—magnetos and hosiery needles—while fine chemicals is another 
item in the schedule, While thia part of the Bill is very much the 
same as before, the clausea dealing with dumping have been con- 
siderably modified. The Board of Trade will not be given absolute 
authority to deal with dumping, as would have been the case had 
the previous Bill become law, and the safeguaids provided will, it 
is hoped, meet the objections of many Free Traders. The proposal 
is that an independent Committee shall be set up to examine com- 
plaints about dumping. This Committee will report ita findings to 
the Board of Trade, which has the authority to act upon the 
recommendations made. 


25th Aunlversary.— We congratulate Messrs. ERNEST 
F. Mov, LTD., of Greenland Place, Camden Town, N.W., on having 
attained their 25th anniversary. In celebration of the event, a 
company of nearly 100 sat down to dinner last Saturday, under the 
chairmanship of Mr. Ernest F. Moy, After a programme of music 
and song had been rendered, Mr. W. B. Dykes proposed The 
Firm," which he seid was launched by Mr. Moy and a few gallant 
stalwarts in 1896. He referred to the great strides which the 
firm had made. The employés had put their backs into the work, 
and were always ready to adapt themselves to circumstances, 
They did not go to America for their foremen, they were all the 
developments of the firm. The employés wished to express their 
appreciation of the managing director, Mr. Moy; and Mr. Dykes, 
on their behalf, presented him with a cut-glass silver-mounted 
tantalus. Mr. Moy responded. Mr. P. H. Bastie, one of the 
directors, proposed “The Visitors,” and Major Tegetmeier 
responded. Having watched the development of Messrs. Moy's 
business since the day of small things in 1896, we wish them a 
record of even greater progress and prosperity during the next 
quarter century. 


Patent Applicatlon.—Application has been made by 
Me. J. D. HawortH for the restoration of patent No. 2,045, of 
1915, for Improvements in electric accumulators.” 


Australian Prohibition of Bosch.—In June last the 
Australian Commonwealth Government issued a proclamation 
prohibiting the importation into the Commonwealth of magnetos 
bearing the word ‘ Boach.” The restrictions against the firm 
which employs this title have now been extended. and all goods 
bearing the wcrd ' Bosch" have been placed on the prohibited 
list by the Department of Customs.— Reuters Trade Service 


(Melbourne), 
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German Electrical Trade. — The correspondent in 
Germany of the Federation of British Industries has reported on 
the progrees of German engineering and electrical industries, and 
in the issue of the Bulletin of the Federation for February 15th, 
the following notes appear regarding the electrical situation :— 

"As a result of the reduction in the supply of coal to all 
industries, there has been a considerable increase in the demand 
for electric power. In order to cops satisfactorily with this 
demand the erection of very large power atations on the coalfields 
themselves is becoming necessary, At Dortmund the various big 
electricity works of Western Germany have formed a Committee 
to draw up a pian for the construction of a single giant power 
station. 

„Export trade is much brisker than business at home. In spite 
of the recent fall of the mark, prices in some branches of the elec- 
trical industry are stiil so high that exports are only possible at 
prioes below those quoted for the home trade. Thus, the Official 
Labour Gazette recently reported that export business in the electro- 
motor, dynamo and transformer industry was increasing, but that 
all of it was done at very low prices—below those current in the 
home market. 

* The electric cable industry had a bad year during 1920. Goods 
sold abroad during the first six months did not total as much as 
30 per cent. of the pre-war figure and during the last half year 
feli below 25 per cent. Saies in Germany ceased altogether. 

The position of the lamp industry was rather more favourable. 
It has always been largely concerned with foreign buyers, as about 
half of ite total pre-war production used to be sent abroad. 
Germany's best markets in those days were Austria-Hungary and 
Ruesia. The Osram-Gesellechaft, which is a union ot the 
Allgemeine Elektriz tütsgesellschaft, the Siemens-Haiske Aktien- 
gesellechaft and the Auer Geselischaft, now controls seven-eighths 
of the German electric light bulb production. It appears to aim 
at gaining a complete mouopoly ot this industry. At the end of 
1920 this company obtained control of the largest German factory 
making glass for electric buibs (the Lausitzer Glaswerke). It is 
consequently in a very strong position for a struggle with the few 
factories stul remainiug outside the combine. 

‘Generally speaking, the position of the electrical trade may be 
considered moderately good.“ 


Air Service to British Industries Fair.—Oving to the 
enterprise of the Mercantile Guardian, visitors to the section of 
the Fair at Castle Bromwich wiil be able to save time by making 
the journey by aeroplane. An arrangement has been made with 
Mesers. S. Instone & Co., Ltd., for service during the period of the 
Fair; the aeroplane used will be the famous Vimy” Rolls-Royce 
Twin Engine Limousine Type de Luxe, similar to the machine that 
flew the Atlantic. The seaving capacity is for 15 passengers, and 
the journey will take under an hour. The pilot will be one of those 
who were engaged on the London and Paris Peace Conference air 
mail service. Full particulara can be obtained from the General 
Manager, British Industries Fair, 95, New Street, Birmingham. 


War Office and Costings Clause in Contracts.— At the 
meeting of the Executive Committee of the F.B.I., on February 9th, 
Mr. Stuart A. Russell made a statement which will be read with 
interest by members concerning the War Uttice attitude towards 
the costings clause in tenders. While other Government Depart- 
ments have agreed to eliminate this clause, the War Office has 
hitherto held out for ita inclusion. Mr, Ruesell announced that in 
the rubber manufacturing trade all contractors had agreed to 
strike uut this clause from their tenders, and that the War Office 
had accepted the situation.— Bulletin of the F.B.I. 


Fire at Vickers’s Works.—The Sheffield Independent 
states that a fice broke out in the electric welding department of 
Messrs. Vickers's Brightside Works, Sheffield, on February 12th. 
The welding shop was entirely burnt out, the hardening shop was 
damaged, and a 4-ton eleovric vehicle was also seriously damaged. 
The cost of the damage is estimated to be about 3, Obo. 


Progress of Peei-Conner Works.— Considerable pro- 
gress is being made with the Peel-Couner telephone works at 
Coventry, designed for the empioyment of 2,000 hands. The 
premises are laid out for the prouuction of the whole range of 
apparatus required in the telephone industry, from a complete 
exchange to a small domestic set. The company is also engaging 
in the making of ebonite and preparing it for various uses. 


Trade Conditions in Australasia, — Current trade in 
Victoria is on a fair scale, despite the shipping dispute. Leather 
prices are irreguiar. Trade in general merchandise in Sydney is 
less depressed, and greater confidence prevails. There are indica- 
tions that in some cases the bed-rock has been reached. In South 
Australia trade is steady, but recent heavy arrivals of long-standing 
orders are restricting speculation. A review of business condi- 
tions in Queensland during January shows that trade has been up 
to the average, with & general deorease in prices. Trade in hard- 
ware is dull. There is every indication that the sugar-cane harvest 
will be excellent. Trade conditions in New Zealand are very fair, 
and demand on the part of consumers is keen. —Heuter s Trade 
Service (Melbourne). 


The Situation in Germany.— The general report on the 
industrial and economic situatiou in Germany in December, 1920, 
reventiy issued by the Department of Overseas Tra le, was sold 
out witbin a few days of pubiioation. A turcher euition has been 
printed, and the report (Umd. 1,114) can be obtained, price 9d. 
(post free 1U4d.) on application to the branches of H.M. Stationery 
Office, 


Coal Prices in the London Area.—The Board of Trade 
has approved a scheme submitted by the London Coal Committee 
for maximum retail prices of coal and coke in the London area, 
which will be published as soon as possible. The scheme follows 
very closely the general lines of the Household Fuel and Lighting 


- Order, 1918. 


The Etectric Vehicle Committee.—The accounts of the 
Electric Vehicle Committee of Great Britain for the year ended 
March 31st last, show an income of £1,996, as against £888 in the 
previous year. Expenditure, however, increased in greater pro- 
portion, having been £1,978, compared with £778. The surplus 
was thus £18—a large fall from the 1918-19 figure of £110. The 
Sarah of assets over liabilities shown by the balance-sheet 
is £ 14 


Irish Railway Electricians’ Wages.—An Industrial Court 
baving heard an application by the Electrical Trades Union on 
behalf of the train lighting staff. arc lamp trimmers, and wiremen’s, 
helpers employed by the Great Northern Railway of Ireland at 
Dublin, Belfast, and Duadalk, for payment of wages ipie pre- 
vailing in the respective districts, and for re-grading of carriage 
men, decided that the weekly hour rates for the three grades should 
be inoreased to :—Grade 1,388. ; grade 2, 358. ; grade 3, 30s. ; these 
rates to be subject to the addition of war advances of 338. 6d a 
week and the bonus of 124 per cent. on earnings. The decision 
takes effect as from September 3rd, 1920, The claim for district 
rates was ruled out. 


A Committee on Patents.—The Lord President of the 
Council has established an Inter-Departmental Committee on 
Patents, with the following terms of reference :— 

1. To consider the methods of dealing with inventions made by 
workers aided or maintained from public funds, whether such 
workers be engaged as iesearch workers, or in some other 
technical capacity, so as to give a fair reward to the inventor, and 
thus encourage further effort to secure the utilisation in industry 
of suitable inventions, and to protect the national interest. 

2. To outline a course of procedure in respect of inventions 
arising out of State-aided or supported work, which shall further 
these aims, and be suitable for adoption by all Government 
Devartments concerned. 

As x present constituted, the Committee consists of the following 
members :— 

Mr. Kenneth Lee, LL.D. (chairman); Mr. W. St. D. Jenkins, 
C. B. E., Admiralty, Director of Contracts ; Mr. F. E. Smith, O. B. R., 
F. R. S., Admiralty, Director of Scientific Research; Air Vice- 
Marshal Sir E. L. Ellington, K. C. B., O. M. G., G. B. R. Air Ministry, 
Director-General of Supply and Research ; Mr. H. W. W. McAnally, 
C.B., Air Ministry, Assistant Seoretary ; Mr. P. W. L. Ashley, C.B., 
Board of Trade, Assistant Secretary, Industries and Manufactures 
Department; Colonel W. H. D. Clark, O.B.E, Board of Trade, 
Assistant Comptroller of the Patent Office; Sir H. Frank Heath, 
K.C.B., Department of Scientific and Industrial Research, Secre- 
tary; Mr. A. J. Stubbs, M. Inst. C. E., M. I. E. E., General Post Office, 
Assistant Eng ineer- in-Chief; Mr. H. H. Dale, C. B. E., M. D., F. R. S., 
Medical Research Council, Head of Department of Biochemistry 
and Pharmacology; Mr. W. J. Coombs, Ministry of Munitions; 
Lieut- Col. P. K. Lewes, C. M. G., D. S. O., R. A., War Office, Assistant 
Director of Artillery; Mr. P. Tindal Robertson, Barrister-at-Law, 
Royal Com miesion on Awards to Inventors, Seoretary; Sir R. A. 
Gregory, F. R. A. S., Editor of Nature, Mr. D. M. Kerly, K. O., and 
the Hon. Sir Charles A. Parsons, K. C. B., LL. D., D. So., F. R. S. 

The Secretary to the Committee is Mr. A. Abbott, to whom all 
communications should be addressed at 16 and 18, Old Queen Street, 
Westminster, London, 8.W. 1. 


Costing.—The following are the March arrangementa of 
the Institute of Cost and Works Aocountante' lectures to be held 
in the Hall of the Institute of Chartered Patent Agents, Staple Inn, 
at 7 p.m. :—March 2nd, Some Deviations in Costing Principles,” 
by R. J. H. Ryall; March 9th, '" Economics in Relation to Oost- 
ing," by Wilfred Grainger; March 16th, “Some Observations on 
the Proposed Amendments of the Workmen's Compensation Act 
1906," by H. G. Simmons. 


New Devices.—We understand that the Utility 
electrical current limiter, the Turner-Schattner” selenium ocell 
automatic street lighting device, and some novel cooking apparatus 
which MgEssas. ELECTRICAL AND ENGINEERING DEVELOPMENT, 
LTD., have developed in the course of the last 13 months, will 
shortly be placed on the market. 


The E.P.E.A. Award.— The Stockton Electricity Com- 
mittee reported, at & special meeting of the Town Council, on 
February 16th, the latest developments with regard to the dispate 
with the E P.E.A., and recommended that, under the whole circum- 
stances existing nationally, the conditions and schedule, as issued, 
should be adopted. The recommendation was agreed to. 

The threatened strike of the engineers at the Keighley power 
station has been averted, as a conference between the Special Com- 
mittee appointed by the Town Council and Mr. W. A. Jones, 
general secretary of the E.P. E. A., resulted in the Committee agree- 
ing to pay the men concerned in the dispute salaries in accordanoe 
with Scale C of the Schedule, and, in the meantime, appeal is to be 
made to the District Joint Board on the question of the grading of 
the Keighley power station. 


Calendar. —M «8383. BRITISH ELECTRICAL REPAIRS, LTD., 
of 24, Fenuei Street, Manchester, have issued a wall calendar with 
a bluck of daily date slips beneath a photographic reproduction of 
an oo badly in need of the services that . able to 
render. 
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Social Events. — The third social evening of the staff and 
friends of the EDISWAN ELECTRIC Co., LTD., at Bristol. was held 
in the company's show-room there, on 2nd inst. The district 
manager, Mr. Fifield, presided over a company of about 70. A 
varied programme of music, &c., was provided, the Ediswan Jazz 
Party" being one of the "star turns" of the evening. "Votes of 
thanks were accorded to the chairman, artists, and organisers, for 
their efforts in connection with these friendly gatherings. 

On Feb-uary 19th the town and country members of the staff of 
Mesers. Drake & Gorham, Ltd. and Messrs. Drake & Gorham 
Wholesale, Ltd., were entertained at luncheon by the chairman and 
directors. at the Connaught Rooms. The company numbered some 
250, and Mr. Bernard M. Drake presided. After an excellent 
luncheon. followed by the toastof ‘The King,’ Mr. Drake 
delivered an impressive address with reference to the critical 
times throuzh which the country was passing. He held that the 
future depended upon loyalty aud the suppression of Bolshevism, 
with all that it implied. The cost of the war could only be paid 
by hard work on the part of everyone: but sinoe the armistice a 
spirit of self-seeking had pervaded the whole country. There had 
been no fewer than 300 strikea—but not only the workpeople, but 
aleo shopkeepers and employers had been to blame. Prices had 
been forced up to such a ridiculous pitch that orders were now 
scarce, and electric lightiog was too dear, with the result that 
unemployment was rife. The Ca' canny” policy meant taking 
money that had not bean earned; it led to loss of employment, 
and could not go on. They wera up against the hard realities of 
supply and demand, and foreign competition. Doles to men out of 
work had to be paid by those who were in work. andthe result 
was excessive taxation. Capital and Labour—both manual and 
mental—were all dependent upon one another. Since he started 
the business 40 years ago (D. & G. was now 35 years old) he and 
his colleagues had put the profits into the business; the brain- 
worker had worked well giace the armistice, better than the 
manual worker. Bolshevism was a mischievous propaganda 
inspired from abroad, aud it was the duty of every one of them to 
atop it — not to leave that duty to the Government. If employers had 
always treated their men well, and admitted them to a share in the 
profite, the Trade Unions would never have come into existence. 
Now they had the whip hand—it was to be hoped they would get 
good leaders. The success of the Ford factory was due to the use 
of machines, which enabled the firm to pay high wages and employ 
15,000 men, none of whom received less than £1 a day (pre-war). 
The power used per man in America and Germany was 3 h.p.—in 
England only 1 h.p.; they must make greater use of machines, to 
secure good wages and cheap products. The studious man was not 
allowed to earn more than the slacker, whom he was carrying on 
his back ; there should be an inducement to every man to improve 
his position. Payment by results was essential, and must come 
about. He appealed to the manual workers to adopt broad views, 
and put their backs into their work; then they would achieve 
success, and better times would come, and come quickly. The 
whole world was looking to England for a lead ; let them show a 
good example. 

Mr. R. W. Smith expressed his agreement with the chairman, and 
proposed the health of Mr. Drake, his son, and the directors, which 
was drunk with musical honours. An excellent concert followed, 
which was greatly appreciated. 


Cast-Iron and Allied Industries Research Association. 
The Research Association for the Cast-Iron and Allied Industries has 
been approved by the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research. 
The seoretary of the Committee engaged in the establishment of 
this association is Mr. Thomas Vickers, 174, Corporation Street, 
Birmingham. 

Japanese Lamp Exports.—Japan’s output of electric 
lamps this year is estimated at 14,000,000. Their sale is increasing 
in India, China, and the islands to the south of Aasia.—Zndian 
Tert ile Journal, 


Book Notices. — Collected Researches of the National 
Physical Laboratory." Vol. XV. 1920. Pp. 329. London: H. M. 
Stationery Office. Price 20s. net.—Eighteen papers are included 
in this volume. Half of these are metallurgical in character, 
dealing with metallic structures, pyrometry, &c. Other papers 
are "On the Measurement of Small Inductances and on 
Power Losses in Condensers,” “ Note on the Measurement of the 
Peak Potential of an Alternating Source,” " Experimenta on the 
High-Tension Magneto,” Notes on the Break’ of a Magneto or 
Induction Coil," and two papers on radioactive luminous com- 
pounds. 

A special issue of Nature for February 17th is mainly devoted to 
articles on the principle of Relativity, a subject which is foremost 
in the minds of physicists to-dey. Following on the Michelson- 
Morley experiment, and the deductions of Fitzgerald, Larmor, and 
Lorentz, indicating that no experiments could ever reveal absolute 
motion through the ether, Einstein showed that on this basis 
remarkable consequences as to time and space resulted, and the 
sensstional support given to his theory by the British solar eelipse 
expedition of 1919 brought the matter into the forefront. In the 
special number some 14 articles on various aspects of the theory by 
leading authorities appear, together with a bibliography of the 
subject, making the issue one of permanent value. 

“The Journal of the South African Institution of Engineers." 
Vol. XIX. No.6. January, 1921.—This issue contains an illustrated 
paper on Rubber Manufacture in South Africa," together with a 
subsequent discussion. 

“The Practical Electrician's Pocket-Book," 1921. Edited by 
H. T. Crewe, M.I.Mech.E. Pp. lxxii + 530 + diary. London: 
8. Rentel & Co. Price 3s. net.—The edition for 1921 has 


been enlarged by several pages, of which a certain number 


have been absorbed by the growth of the central stations in 


the United Kingdom. The section on wiring has been 
most carefully revised and extended, in order to bring it in liue 
with the latest developments in conduit practice, as set down by 
the I. E. E. Rules, while Mr. Raymond J. Mitchell has rewritten the 
chapter on accumulator road traction, which is undoubtedly 
growing very rapidly in favour in the United Kingdom. An 
entirely new section has been devoted to an illustrated description 
of the Palsynetic system of electric clocks, and tbe chapter on 
electric welding has been revised, 80 as to include & practical 
description of the Quasi-Arc” process, which is being used so 
largely in the shipyards and engineering works on the Clyde, Tyne, 
Mersey, &c. 

"Wireless Telegraphy." By B. Leggett. Pp. xvi + 486; 
230 figs. London: Chapman & Hall. Price 30s. net. 

'" Science Abstracts." A and B. Vol XXIV. Part I. Jan. 3lat, 
1921. No. 277. London: E. & F. N. Spon, Ltd. Price 28. 6d. 


each part. 


Lantern Slides on “ Wireless." —We are informed that 
Messrs. NEWTON & Co., LTD., have recently prepared a set of lantern 
slides for a lecture on Wireless Telegraphy, dealing more 
particularly with the Elwell.Poulsen system. They are accom- 
panied by a full set of notes, which provide alternative methods 
of treatment for audiences of varying degrees of acquaintance 
with the subject. Many of the slides are from hitherto un- 
published photographs. Mesers. Newton's address ie 37, King 


Street, Covent Garden, W.C.2, and a small charge is made for the 


hire of the set, 


LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Bromley (Kent).—PRicEs.— The Ministry of Transport 
has informed the Town Council that, at the request of the Electric 
Light and Power Co., Ltd., the temporary increases of charges 
order has been revoked, and that the company has given an under- 
taking not to enforce, without previous sanction of the Ministry, 
a higher minimum charge per quarter to consumers than 12s. 6d. 
for any amount up to 15 unite for each of the quarters ending 
March 31st and December 318t, and 8s. 4d. for any amount up to 
10 unita for the other quarters of the year. 


Continental.—ITALT. — The hydrographic service in 
Italy dates no further back than 1917, when it was called into 
being by the Coneiglio Superiore delle Acque (Water Board) on the 
lines suggested by Prof. Fantoli. Italy is now divided into eight 
sections —namely, Pisa, Rome, Naples, Oatanzara, Chieti, Bologna, 
Cagliari, Palermo—each section allotted to separate river systems. 
The rainfall is measared at stations, tire number of which has 
risen since 1918 from 371 to 1,300; the flow of the rivers is 
measured either at the rainfall stations or at special stations, of 
which 300 new ones are scheduled ; data are also compiled of the 
state of mountain lakes and artificial reservoirs, as well as 
statistics of electrical energy, based on the daily reports of each 
company. . 

Four rivers of the Trentino, says l Elettricista, could supply the 
Adige and Brenta each with half a million horse-power, which 
would equal the power generated by two million and a-half tons of 
coal, costing a milliard lire each year. 

Trentro is building a second large oentral station, Rovereto is 
enlarging its own, a big trust has been embodied to utilise the 
water power of the Giudicarie, and a private company is to harness 
the Avisio. With these undertakings the electrification of the 
Brenner line becomes assured. 


East Ham.—INSTALLATION Costs.—A statement in 
one of our lay contemporaries that electricity was being installed 
in new houses at Ilford at a cost of £85 per dwelling led 
us to make inquiries into the truth of the matter. . We are 
informed that for the 16 houses erected by the Council the cost 
of the electrical installation was £12 1s. per house, while for a 
further 20 houses the figure has been reduced to £10 10s. The 
decision to install electricity was arrived at after due consideration 
of estimates submitted by the gas compeny. 


Electricity District. —MERSEY AND WEST LANCASHIRE 
DisTRICT.—The Electricity Commissioners have definitely arranged 
to resume the adjourned inquiry at Liverpool on Tuesday, March 
8th, and the following days. 


Eston.— ELECTRIC LIGHT ORDER APPROVED. — The 
Council's Electric Lighting Order having been passed by the Com- 
missioners, the Clerk has been instructed to approach the Cleveland 
and South Durham Power Co. and Messra. Bolckow, Vaughan and 
Co., Ltd., for their terms for a bulk supply. 


Finchley.—LoAN SANcCTIONED.— The Electricity Commis- 
eioners have sanctioned the borrowing of £53,650 by the Council 
for the extension!of the electricity undertaking. 


Galashiels.—PRoPosED Prick INCREASE.— The Elec- 
tricity Supply Co., Ltd., has applied for an order to increase the 
price of electricity for power from 3d. and 2d. per unit to 5d. and 
21d.; and for lighting from 108. up to 20 units and 6d. beyond to 
15s. and 9d. 

Greenock.—SupPPLv To COTTON MruL.—Messrs. J. & P. 
Coates, Paisley, have applied to the Corporation Electricity Com- 
mittee for a supply of electricity to their Ferguslie Mill. Mr. Whysall, 
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the burgh electrical engineer, has been instructed to submit a 
scale of charges proposed to be made, and correspondence is being 
carried on between the Paisley firm and the Corporation.— Glasgow 
Herald. 


Ipswich.— New PrANT.—4À new rotary converter is to be 


installed at the Duke Street sub-station, at an estimated cost of 
£ 5,400. 


Lochaber Water-power Scheme. — APPLICATION FOR 
ORDER.—A petition has been presented to the Secretary of State 
for Scotland for the grant of a provisional order incorporating a 
company under the name of “The Lochaber Power Co." The 
general purposes of the company are stated to be to provide and 
supply water, hydraulic and motive power, and to generate and 
supply electricity. The share capital of the company is proposed to 
be £3,000,000. Power is also to be sought to empower the company 
to subscribe for shares in other undertakings which the directors 
"may consider advantageous to the company." The works pro- 
posed to be constructed by the company are all within the County 
of Inverness, and comprise, mainly, the construction of dams for 
upholding the waters of the rivers Spean and Treig, and of Loch 
Treigh and Idir Loch. Other works include a deviation of the 
West Highland Rail way, of the North British Railway for a distance 
of over 1} miles, and the impounding of the waters of the rivers 
Spey and Mashie, and the waters of Loch Laggan and numerous 
streams,— Financier, 


London.—GREENWICH.—The London County Council 
haa prepared a gcheme for increasing the plant at the Greenwich 
generating station at a cost, says Zhe Times, of £100,000. 

ELECTRICITY DISTRIC T INQUIRY.—The Electricity Commis- 
sioners have provisionally fixed Tuesday, June 7th, 1921, as the 
opening date for the local inquiry which is to be held in connection 
with the scher es which have been submitted for reorganising the 
supply of electricity in the provisionally delimited London and 
Home Counties Electricity District. 


Luton.— Price Repucrion.—Owing to the efficiency of 
the new plart resulting in a substantial profit, the Electricity 
Committee recently recommended that all charges for electricity 
should be reduced 25 per cent. The recommendation was adopted 
by the Council, and the new charges will take effect after the 
March meter readings, The rates will be still double the pre-war 
charges.. 


Mesopotamia. — Bacupap  LicHTING PROFIT. — The 
Times states that. the latest information from Baghdad indicates 
that the electrical section (military) is extremely efficient. The 
energy is produced cheaply, and watt-hour meters are preferred 
by some consumers as being cheaper than the fixed-price system 
in general vogue. The undertaking is working at a profit. 


New Bruuswick.— WATER-POWER DEVELOPMENT.—The 
water powers at Musquash, N.B., are being developed by a com- 
mission appointed for the purpose. The work will cost approxi- 
mately £250,000. The commission generates the electricity, and 
supplies it at cost to the municipality. The distribution is left to 
the latter body, which can either handle the power direct, after 
erecting its own distribution system, or sell it to an existing com- 
pany, safeguarding the community as to the rates to be charged. 
In the case of St. John, where the New Brunswick Power Co. 
operates the tramway and lighting and power system, it will 
have to be decided whether that company using steam shall 
receive the power or meet the competition of the municipality 
with hydro-electric power.— Zhe Times. 


Newfoundland.—SU8PENSION OF SERVICES.—A series of 
blizzards culminated in a atorm which crippled the electric service, 
thus depriving the city of light for a week, and caused a 
suspension of the railway, steamship, and tramway services, 
isolating every «ction of the country. The conditions prevailing 
have been the worst for 30 years. Snowdrifts as high as 20 ft. 
have lain on the ground for several days. No express trains have 
arrived or left St. John's for 10 days, and it wiil probably be 
another week before connections are resumed.— Reuter, 


Peterborough.—ELectriciry FOR New Houses.—In a 
recent Town Council discu:sion, a speaker pointed out that the 
cost of electricity was not the only thing to be considered when 
deciding upon the lighting of the new houses at Paston Lane. 
Utility and cleanliness were important factors. It waa decided 
finally to install electricity for lighting and gas for cooking. 


Perth. NW PLANT.— On the recommendation of the 
Electricity Committee, the Corporation has agreed to install a 
1,000-kW d.c. set and an additional boiler at the Corporation 
electricity works, at an estimated cost of £50,000. The extension 
ia to be proc:eded with at once. 


Preston.—PuRcHASE OF UNDERTAKING.—It is announced 
that the Corporation has entered into a provisional agreement to 
purchase the National Electric Supply Co., the money to be met 
partly by mortgage bonds. Three directors are to receive £8,400 
for loss of office, and the officials’ position is also to be considered. 
The bonds will bear interest at the rate of 6 per cent, but a 
definite sum has not been fixed for the purchase. The annual 
report of the company shows expenditure on capital account for 
the year of £25,340, including the acquisition of a valuable site 
on the riverside and the purchase of a third turbo-generator. 
With a balance from last year the gross profit was £21. (59 ; it is 
recommended to place £35,000 to depreciation and £3,000 ʻo 
reserve; to pay 4 per cent. on preference shares and 2s. 6d. on 


ordinary shares for the half-year ending June 30th, and 6s. 6d. 
per share for the second half-year, making 98. per share for the 
year ; to pay a dividend of £6 8s. 6d. on each of the founders’ shares 
of the company, and to carry forward £1,366. 


Swansea.—CHANGE OF SUPPLY SysTEM.—The borough 
electrical engineer considers that the Uplands area should be 
changed over from adc. to an a.c. supply, and, if this were to be 
done, it would mean that the whole of the motors would have to be 
changed, together with the meters, the total cost being approxi- 
mately £6,000; but, as he will be able to utilise the present 
motors and meters (which he values at £6,200) for other purposes, 
the actual change-over can be effe:ted without cost. Regarding tt e 
Morriston supply, he reports that the present cable is practically 
running at its maximum capacity, and, in order to ba able to give 
a full supply next winter, he recommends that the e.h p. main, 
which is at present being laid as far as the Lower Forest Foundry, 
be extended to Wychtree Bridge, where a sub-station should be 
erected, the cost of the alteration being approximately £6,000. 
The Electricity Committee approved the recommendation of the 
report, and asked the electrical engineer to report on the question 
of distribution in other parts of the borough. 

ELECTRICIANS’ WAdES.— The Secretary of the Amalgamated 
Engineers’ Union has written expressing inability to accept the 
decision of the Council with regard to the wages of the skilled 
men at the Corporation elcctricity station, and asking that the wage 
of the £5 168. per week be assured to the men whether the ultimate 
award of the National Joint Council be lower or not. The Council 
bas resolved to adhere to its previous decision. 

EXTENSION OF SUPPLY AREA.— The Corporation has under 
consideration a scheme involving an expenditure of 440.000 
to extend the Corporation electricity supply to the large and 
growing area of the Amman Valley, and a special meeting of 
the Council is to consider the details. Several important works 
and collieries are seeking electric power and lizht ; Ammanford, 
Gowerton, Gorseinon, and Pontardulais, important industrial areas, 
come within the scope of the scheme, which, according to the 
chairman of the Electricity Committes, Alderman Sinclair, has 
enormous possibilities, apart from the fact that a return of £5,000 
per annum is assured from the start. 


Tasmania,—H ypROo-EnLECTRIC DEVELOPMENTS.—It is 
reported from Hobart that with the arrival of heavy machinery 
from England and America, the extensions in connection with the 
State Hydro-Electric Department's works are being rapidly pushed 
forward, and it is anticipated that the present connected load of 
17,000 h.p. will be increased to 57,000 h.p. in a little over a year. 
The work conneoted with the raising of the existing dam at the 
outlet of Arthur's Lakes by over 18 in. has been completed, and 
the level of the lake is now slowly rising. Various improvements 
have already been made to Hobart port, and a report is being made 
on the cost of a new 25-ton electrically-driven crane to meet 
modern requirements, & new crane being necessary to cope with 
the big shipments of heavy machinery which are to follow.— 
Reuter’s Trade Service (Melbcurne). - 


The Grampian Scheme.—COMPETITION WITH Monici- 
PALITIES.—In an interview with a correspondent of the Dundee 
Advertiser, Major J. S. Barnes, of the Hydro-Electric Development 
Co., Ltd., the promoter of the Grampian Scheme, stated that 
it was not intended to compete with the municipalities in the 
supply of electricity. Nevertheless, if a settlement was not arrived 
at, the company was under no obligation to refrain from intro- 
ducing supply into the territory at present served by the Dundee 
Corporation, and would naturally be ready to discuss proposals for 
the supply of power to consumers within the area, 


TRAMWAY AND. RAILWAY NOTES. 


Argentina, —STRIKE Enpep.—The Rosario municipal 
workers and tramcar drivers have, says Zhe Times, returned 
to work. 


Australla. NEW Tuse” SystrmM.—The Sydney Sun 
recently gave full details of the new partly underground railway 
system for which excavations are proceeding. The present 
Central Station of the New South Wales Railway system i$ in an 
inconvenient position, and the new city 1ailway is designed to 
convey passengers to the centre of the city, the water front and the 
suburbs. The new railway will be below ground for about 2'5 
miles. and its total length will be about 5°] miles. There are to be 
six stations each with a platform 520 ft. in length. The new 
Central Station will be above ground ; four island p'atforms are 
to be provided giving the station a capacity of 210 trains per 
hour. Where the line runs underground practically the whole of 
the tunnelling is through hard sandstone; the tunnels will be 
lined with brick and concrete. and steel frame construction will 
only be used at certain points, The work was commenced in 
1916, but in June, 1918, had to be stopped owing to the difficulty 
of obtaining plant and materials. The original estimate of the 
cost wai £3 150,000, but this will probably be £8,000,000, owing 
to the large increases in all chargea. 


Birmingham.— PROPOSTD RAILLESS Cars.—The Tram- 
ways Com uittee has re eived the report of the Committes which 
has been studing the railless car ays:em of Bradford with a view 
to applying the system to Birmingham, The report is & very 
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favourable one, and it is considered that railless cars will be most 
suitable fora number of routes where the tratlic is comparatively 
light. It is hoped to have an experimental route from the centre 
of the city to a suburb open within a year. A considerable amount 
of new track is being laid in various parts of the city. This work 
is estimated to cost about £70,000. 


Continenta!. — FRANCE. — Omnibus and tramway-car 
tokens of 25 and 50 centimes value (nominally 21d. and 5d.) have 
made their appearance in Paris. The tokens are good for payment 
only in tramway-cars, in the Underground trains, and in the motor- 
omnibuses.— Dai/y Mail. 


Indla.—ELECTRIO VEHICLES TO BE INTRODUCED.— Mr. 
F. L. Milne, the municipal electrical engineer, Punjab, while on 
home leave last year, was deputed to go into the question of 
adapting electric vehicles to conditions of running on the Simla 
roads. On bis return he made his recommendations and, as a 
result, the municipality has now decided to order the chassis of a 
one-ton electric lorry which will be equipped with a ‘bus body 
suited for carrying about 12 passengers, to b» run between Simla 
and Mashobra as an experiment. Should the venture prove a 
success, as anticipated, electric vehicles for running in and about 
Simla will, it may be taken for granted, be introduced on a con- 
siderable scale.— Indian Tertile Journal. 


CALCUTTA STRIKE. — A party of armed European police 
that had been sent to quell the rioting of the tramway 
employés, who have been on strike for three weeks, was attacked 
by the mob last week, says the Daily Wail; the police opened 
fire, and after one rioter had been killed, and two injured, the mob 
dispersed. 


Ipswich.—AppiTroNAL ].0AN.—The Town Council finds 
it necessary to amend ite original application for sanction to a lcan 
of £4,000, to defray the cost of a building for the electric vehicles, 
by the add.tion of a further £1,000. Two hangars were pur- 
chased from the Dieposal Board, and these were put together to 
form one large shed covering an area of 6,900 eq. ft. 


Liverpool.—MixixUM FARE.—À minimum fare of 2d. 
on the tramways of the Corporation came into operation on the 
21st inst. 


London, Brighton, and South Coast Rallway.—At the 
annual meeting on Wednesday, last week, the ‘chairman, Mr. C. C. 
Macrae, in the course of his remarks, said: — The directors were 
very anxious to get on with the scheme for the electrical equip- 
ment of the suburban railways, and, as the late chairman stated 
last year, the Government had been approached with a view to 
authority being given for the work to proceed, but up to the 
present they had not succeeded in carrying the matter much 
farther. This was to be regretted, as in the directors’ opinion 
the extension of electrical working would have a very beneficial 
effect upon the company's business. 


London.—Proposep New TUBE. — The City and 
South London Railway Co, recently received from the Wandsworth 
Borough Council a suggestion that extensions should be constructed 
from Clapham Common to Southfields (ria Wandsworth) and to 
Tooting. The company states that the present time is not favour- 
able for the execution of such extensions, and more urgent work 
has to be proceeded with, including the enlargement of tunne!s 
and the improvement of the existing lines. 

TRAILER Cars —The Minister of Transport has intimated that 
he approves of the use of passenger trailer cars at any time on 22 
tramway routes in the L. C. O. area, in addition to those on which 
they are at present used.— The Times. 

COMBINED TRAMWAY AND BUS ROUTES.—Through tramway and 
omnibus tickets, ria Victoria Station, came into operation on Feb- 
ruary 16th, under an agreement between the Highways Committee 
of the London County Council and the London General Omnibus 
Co. The scheme provides for both the Council and the company to 
issue through tickets, via Victoria, at fares of 2d., 3d., 4d. and 5d., 
based on the addition of 1d. to the tramway fares of 1d. 2d., 3d. 
and 4d., from Victoria, the company to convey through passengers 
by any omnibus for a 14d. stage from Victoria. Certain of the 
omnibuses will be diverted from Victoria Station-yard so as to 
facilitate the interchange of passengers, and early morning 
omuibuses will be provided to connect with the Council's work- 
men's cars. Through tickets, however, will not be issued in coa- 
nection with either workmen's fares or the 2d. mid-day fare.— 
The Times. 


Nor.hampton.—Loss mv WORKNd.— Northampton Cor- 
poration tramways show a loss eatimated at £8,900 during the cur- 
rent financial year ending March 31st, but the expenditure includes 
£9,300 for relaying the track.— Manchester Guardian, 


Oxford, — Opposition To Company’s BILL. — The 
Council has decided to petition against the Parliamentary B:ll 
being promoted by the City of Oxford Electric Tramways, Ltd., by 
which the company seeks an extension of its power». 


Portsmouth. — REDUCE&D SERVICES. — The municipal 
tramways began working short time, and with & reduced service on 
February 21st. saya Zhe Times, This step has been taken because 
the system is being worked at a loss. 


Tramway Inquiry.— Position CF Inpustry.—At the 
tramway wage inquiry on Febiuary 17th. Mr. J. B. Hamilton, of 
Leeds, stated that for the industry as a whole the actual revenue 
at present fell short of the approximate exp-nditure by 3 55d. for 
every car-mile rnn, a deficiency amounting to 3s, 24d. for every £1 


of traffic receipts. If the wage increase claimed were added to the 
present approximate expenditure the corresponding figures would 
be 514d. and 4s. 8d. The industry had been carried on at a dead 
loss of at least £1,555,859 during the last financial year. For 1920- 
1921 it would be approximately £3,310,000 on the same mileage ; 
with the additional charge for wages now asked the loss would be 
approximately £4,793,000.—7he Times. 


Wigan.— Fare INcREASE.— The Corporation is revising 
tramway fares, as it is estimated that there will be a deficit of 
£15,000 on the present year's operations, Alterations, recon- 
struction of rolling stock, and other expenditure, which has 
been paid out of revenue, total over £6,000, so that the deficit is 
not actually so large as it seems. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Australia. — WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY.— Arrangements 
are being made by the Postmaster-General's Department for the 
establishment of wireless stations at Camoweal, near the Queens- 
land border, and Powell's Creek, in the Northern Territory. The 
scheme for which approval has been given, is the flrst step in 
linking up the outposts with the centres of business of the 
Commonwealth, The initial cost will be in tbe vicinity of. £ 4,000. 
It is also hoped that private persons will be encouraged to adopt 
wirelcs3 te'egraphy and negotiations are already in process with 
that view. 'The idea of the department is that the stations at 
Camoweal and Powell's Creek will act as collecting offices for 
private plant. In other words, they will be the central exchanges 
through which business will be conducted. Full rates will be 
charged for all mess- ges received from and dispatched to private 
plant. These will be somewhat higher than telephone or tele- 
graph rates.—Reuter's Trade Service (Melbourne). 


China.— WIRELESS STATION CONTRACT CANCLLLED.— 
With regard to the Chinese Government having signed a contract 
with the American Federal Telegraph Co. for the erection of a 
high-powered wireless station at Shanghai, and the protests 
thereto which followed from the Marconi Co. and the Britieh 
Government representatives, Reuter's Trade Service reports from 
New York that the World's Washington correspondent says that 
the State Department has notified China that the U.S. Government 
will regard as an unfriendly act China's cancellation of the con- 
tract with the American Federal Telegraph Co., and adds that the 
Sta'e Department has communicated with the British Foreign 
Oflice on the subject. Zhe Times says that Denmark and Japan 
also protested, and the British Government is understood to back 
the Marconi Co.'s claim, while America supporta the U.S. Co. on 
the ground that the Marconi Co.'s franchise is a monopoly, ard as 
such not only contrary to its communications policy, but a'so ovt 
of harmony with the policy of the open door in China. 

China has accepted the invitation to participate in the next 
International Wireless Convention.— Reuters Trade Service 
(Peking). s 


Germany.— WIRELESS TrLEGRAPEHT.— According to the 
Swiss Hlehtro- Industrie, the German wireless services are of 
three kinds—the international, the home, and the specia'. The 
stations at Nauen and Eilvese afford communication with overseas 
countries, and that at König-Westerhaus with European countries. 
The home service is catered for by 15 stations, besides 15 coastal 
stations for communication with shipping. The Nauen station has 
lately undergone considerab' e modifications, with a view to facilitate 
the service with America. At present duplex communication has 
been set up between Nauen and the Marconi station at Marion, 
and transmission is made simultancously in the two directions. 
The Marion messages are not received at Nauen itself, but at Geltow, 
near Potsdam, and 10,000 words per day are sent, but this numter 
might b»fourfolded. Nauen is able to transmit 24,000 words per day. 
The transmission plant consists of two high frequency machines, 
each of a capacity of 500 kW, and a smaller 200-kW machine, 
with corresponding transformers, There are two antenne. entirely 
distinct. It is in contemplation to double the plant, with the 
object of providing a separate service to South America, | 


India.— Bompay STRIKE ExbED.—The strike of the 
postal and telegraph peons (messengers) has come to an end, says 
The Times, after having lasted close upon five months. 


Telephone Service. — New INQUIRY. — Sir Gordon 
Hewart, the Attorney-General, announced in the House of Commons, 
on February 18th, that the Government had consented to set tp a 
select committee to inquire into the “administration and the 
organisation of the telephone service," and that the method of 
making charges " should also be investigated, but stipulated that 
tbe new rates must come into force on April lst. He read a 
typical letter to show what it was that was complained of. ''Hear, 
hear! cried members, as they heard the familiar phrases about 
wrong numbera and numbe:s reported as " engaged" when that 
was not the fact. Yes.” said the Attorney-General genially, 
" but the letter is dated January, 1907, ard was addressed to the 
‘old National Telephone Co." He would not concede the flat-rate 
rystem. and said that it would be administratively impossible to 
make any repayments if the Select Committee reported againet the 
new charges. But on Wednesday Mr. Bonar Law had aad that 
if by any chance the House disagreed with the decision of the 
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Government, a rebate would be given. That is a difference of 
aa which, no doubt, will call for further explanation in the 
ouse. 

Wace BILL.—In the House of Commons, on Feb. 21st, Mr. Illing- 
worth (Postmaster-General), replying to a question, stated that the 
tota] number of officers in the employment of the National Telephone 
Co. at the time the undertaking was transferred to the Post Office 
was about 19 650, and the company's annual wage bill amounted 
to £1,243,000. The average number of Post Office servants 
employed in the telephone service in the financia! year 1919-20 was 
approximately 44,500, and the total amount paid to those offi ers 
was £7.300,000, including war bonus. The figures relating to the 
Post Office included the staff employed on services —e.g., the trunk 
service—which were not controlled by the company. 


U.S.A.—CoxBiNED WIRE AND WIRELESS TELEPHONY.— 
A telephone conversation between a ship in the Atlantic and 
Catalina Island (30 miles sonth of Los Angeles), in the Pacific, 
has been acoomplished by & combination of wireless aud overland 
wire communication by the American Telegraph and Telephone 
Co. Calls were also relayed across the American oontinent to New 
York and other cities. 

INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS CONFERENCE.— The Confer- 
ence, which resumed sittings at Washington on Feb-uary 11th, 
is again unable to reach an agreement on the subject of 
the disposal of the former German cables. Dispatches from 
Washington state that the deadlock is as complete as that which 
caused the break-up of the Conference several weeks ago, and the 
-ew Yo-k Times states that there is reason to believe that the 
United States Government has intimated to the Conference that 
it reserves the right to take such measures for its national 
interests as conditions may require if an agreement is not reached 
before March 15th, which is the date of the expiry of the motus 
rirenti established at the last meeting of the Conference — The 
Times. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The date giren in parentheses at the end of the paragraph indicates 
the issue of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW in which the “Oficial 
'etice" appeared.) 


OPEN. 


Aberdare,.— March 4th. Urban District Council Elec- 
tricity and Tramways Department. Stoves for one year, including 
cable, meters, lamps, &c. (February 11th.) 


Australia.— MeLBouRNE.—March 2nd and 9th. Vic- 
torian Railways. Reactanoes and condensers (for power signalling), 
electric crabs and equipment for cranes.” 

April 19th. P.M.G. Telephone switchboards (Schedule No. 1.670). 
Specifications may be seen at Department of Overseas Trade 
(Boom 59), in London. 

Aprit 19th.  P.M.G.'s Department. 
1,670. (See this issue.) 

April 27th. Victorian Railway Commissionera, Spencer Street. 
Caustic soda primary cells, complete (Contract No. 33914). 
Specification may be seen at Department of Overseas Trade 
(Room 59) in London. 

BRISBANE.—March 30th. P.M.G.’s Department. Switchboard 
apparatus and parta.* 

Belfast. — Tramways Committee. Two  500-kW, 
500/550-V converters. (February 18th.) 


Belglum.—AxTWERP.— March 1st. Supply and erection 
of an electric motor pump group at No. 7 dry dock of the Lefebre 
basin at Antwerp. Particulars from the Direction Géoéra'e du Port 
d'Anvers. 

March 2nd. Belgian Ministry of National Dəfense. Supply of 
109 kilometres of telephone cable. Tenders are to be sent to the 
3e Direction Générale du Ministere de la Defense Nationale, 10, Rue 
du Meridien, Brussels, whence particulars may be obtained. 


Switchboards, schedule 


Croydon.—March 7th. Electricity Department. Two 
natural draught oooling towers. (February 18th.) ` 
Dumfries.—March 2nd. Education Authority. Elec- 


tric lighting installation at Woodbank Hostel. Mr. W. Arnott,. 


163, Hope Street, Glasgow. 


Holiand.—Fi:ed electric revolving crane for the quay at 
the Waterworks, Oude Plantage of Rotterdam ; 2.500 kilos. lifting 
capacity ; radius, 7 metres; 400-V supply available. Mr. A. Van 
Delden, Acting Manager of 'the Municipal Waterworks. Rotterdam 
(mention H.M. Consul-General as source of information). 

Leeds,—March 8th. Electrical work required in the 
Education Committee's schools for the year ending March 31st, 
1922. Architect, Education Department, Calverley Street. 

London.—H.M. Office of Works. March 2nd. Six or 
twelve months’ supply of electric lamps. (February 18th.) 

CAMBERWELL —February 28th. Libraries Committee. Instal- 
ling electric light, &c., in the Central Library, Peckham Road, 
S.E. (February 18th.) 

Macclesfield.— March 14th. Cheshire County Asylum, 
Parkside. Stores, including electrical goods, for six months. 
W. G. F. Tipgay, Clerk. 

Manchester.— April 4th. Electricity Committee. 33,000 
and 6,600-V switchgear, induction regulators, &c., for controlling 
gub-stations of large capacity. (February 18th 


New Zealand, — WELLINGTON. — March Ist. Public 
Works Tender Board, Seven 4,000-kVA single-phase transformers, 
with accessories, for Lake Coleridge electric power scheme. 

March 5th. Government Railway Department. Two overhead 
travelling cranes.* 
Three 


Porismouth.—Electricity Supply Department. 
1,500-kVA Scott-connected transformer groups, 3-phase, 6,600-V 
switchgear, (February 11th.) 


Rhondda.—April 5th. Electricity Department. 


honse servics meters, cable, joint boxes, &c. (See this issue.) 


South Africa. — PRETORIA.— March 10th. Municipal 
Council. One 20-ton overhead crane, six boilers (350-lb, working 
pressure), three 3,000-kW steam turbo-generators with condensing 
plant, five 750- kW converters. Farther particulars can be obtained 
from Mr. T. C. Wolley-Dod, general manager, electric lighting 
department. Specifications (five guineas) from the town clerk. 

May 3rd. S.A. Railways and Harbours. Plant for the electrifi- 
cation of the Cape Town-Simonstown and Durban aud Pieter- 
maritzburg Railways. (February 11th.) 


Stockton-on-Tees. — February 28th. District Fund. 
Gas and Electricity Committees. Articles and stores for six 
months. (February l*th.) 

March 9th.  Eleotricity Department. 
(See this issue.) 


Uruguay.—MoNTE Vipko.—March 29th. State Power 
House. Single and three-phase meters. 

March 3let. A telegram from H.M. Minister at Monte Video 
(Sir C. C. Mallet, C. M. G.), to the Department of Overseas Tra de, 
states that general tenders are invited until March 81st for the con- 
struction of the projected port works at Paysandu, for which an 
expenditure of $280,457 30 has been sanctioned. The construction 
of a dyke, the acquisition of electrical handling and lifting 
apparatus, the extonsion of the mole and the construction of 
anchoring grounds, are included in the echeme. 


* A copy of the specification, &c., can be consulted at the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, S. W. I. 


A.c. 


A.c. lp. switchgear. 


CLOSED. 


London.— BATTRERSEA.— Electricity Undertaking Com- 
mittee. Accepted :— 
Pipework in conuection with the plant extension. 
Aiton & Co., Ltd., £1,404; Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd., £298. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Edinburgh Electrical Society.—Friday, February 25th. At the Philosophical 
E nstitute. At 8 p.m. Paper on “Telephone Troubles," by Mr. J. McEwan 
rown. 


Elecirical Trades Benevolent Institutinn (North-East Coast Section).— 
Friday, Feoruary 25th. At the Grand Assembly Rooms, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. Second annual dance in aid of the fands of the Section. 


Physical Society of London.—Friday, February 25th. At the Imperial 
College of Bcienee, South Kensington. AtSp.m. Ordinary meeting 


Institute of Transport.—Monday, February 38th. At the Institution of 
Civit Engineers, Great Georg, Street, 8. W. At 5.80 p.m. Paper on 
“ Electrification of Main Line Railways in Relation to Traffic Working,” 
by Bir P. Nash. 


Manchester Wireless Soclety. — Wednesday, March 2nd. At the Albion 
Hotel, Manchester. At 7.30 pm. A disoourse ou Werkshop Hints as 
applied to Wireless Telegraphy,“ by Mr. R. Hallam. 


Chelmsford Engineering Society. — Thursday, March 8rd. At the East 
Aoglian Institute of Agriculture. At 7 p.m. Paper on “ Direction and 
Position Finding by Wireless,” by L. D. Hills. 


Chemical Society: —Thursday, March 8rd. At Burlington House, Piccadilly, 
a m. Ordinary scientific meeting. 


d f Electrical Engineers.—Thursday, March 8rd. At the Hotel 
Cecil, Strand, W.C. At 7 for 7.0 p.m. Annual dinner and reunion. 

Informal Meeting. — Monday, February 28th. At the Institute of 
Patent Agents, Staple [Inn Buildings. At 7 p.m. Informal social evening. 

North-Eastern Centre.—Monday, . At the Armstrong 
College, Neweastle-on-Tyne. At 7.15 p.m ture on Tbermionie 
Valves," by Mr. W. D. Owen. 

Liverpool Sub-Centre.—Monday, February 28th. At the Live 3 
University. At 7pm. Paper on Temperature Limits of large Alte 
nators,“ by Mr. G. A. Juhlin. 

East Midland Sun: -Centre. —Tuesday, March Ist. At the College, 
Loughborough. At 6.45 p.m. Paper on Phase Advancers, Rotary and 
Btatic," by Mr. G. A. Pearson. 


Birmingham and District Electric Club.—Friday, March 4th. At the Grand 
Hotel, Birmingham. At6.46 p.m. Annual dinner. 


Ben Electrical Development Association (Ine.).— Friday, March 4th. 

At the Offices of the British Electrical and Allied Manufacturers’ Associa- 

tion, 96, Kingsway, W.C.3. At 14 noon. Adjourned first annual general 
meeting. 


Royal Institution of Great Britain.—Frilay, March 4th. At Albemarle 
Street, Piccadilly, W. At 9 p.m. Lecture on Severn Crossings and 
Tidal Power," by Mr. W. A. Tait. 
Saturday, March 5th. At 8 pm Lecture on “Electricity and 
- Matter," by Sir E. Rutherford, F.R.S. (Lecture I.) 


Royal Society of Arts. — Friday, March 4th, At John Street, Adelphi. 
t 4.80 p.m. Lecture ou “Brown Coals and Lignite: Tneir Importance 
i the Empire,” by Prof. W. A. Bone, F. R.. 


Salford Technical and Engineering Society. — Saturday, March th. 
At the Royal Technical College. At 7 p.m. Paper on The Barton 
Electric Power Station," by Mr. 8. L. Pearce. 
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NOTES. 


Electricity v. Gas for Libraries.—At a meeting of the 
Oamberwell Borough Council, on February 16th, the lighting of 
the Central Library was referred to. The open-access system had 
been agreed to, and thequestion was whether thelighting would suit 
the altered conditions. The Public Libraries Committee reported: 
In the first place, we directed our attention to the question 
whether the library should continue to be illuminated by gas, or 
whetber it would be advisable to substitute electricity, and in 
connection with this matter we had before us a report made by 
Dr. 8. Rideel with regard to ventilation and the action of the acids 
in the gas and air upon the books in the institution. There can be 
no doubt that these acids have a prejudicial effect on the leather 
bindings of the books, and this has resulted in additional ex penditure 
being n for reinstatement, and has materially affec:ed the 
life of the books throughout the borough. The question of the 
renovation of the buildings was also considered, and we are 
satisfied that the cost of any lworks to the institution in this 
direction will be considerably reduced in the event of our recom- 
mendation in favour of the installation of electric light being 
adopted. In addition, the cost of maintenance of e'e-tric fittings, 
lamps, &c., will, we estimate, be less than the present out!ay for 
maintenance of mantles, glasses, &c., and we recommend that gas 
be abolished, and the entire building be illuminated by electricity." 
The recommendation was agreed to. 


Service Notes.— Lieutenant T. J. Linberry has been 
to A.M.S. Tamar, depót ship at Hong-Kong, China, for 
charge of the wireless station at Singapore — the Gate of the 
Far East." This station is one of the most important in the chain 
of stations which links up the Imperial route. Commander 
Linberry saw muoh service in the late war, prior to which. he 
specialised in " wireless." Lieutenant-Commander R. W. Bayley 
has been appointed to H.M.S. Jumna, depót ship at Bombay, India, 
for charge of the wireless station at Aden, Arabia. Aden is a 
great fortress, and like Singapore, a most important link in the 
wireless route round the Empire. 


Fatalities.— Strong criticism of a bell system fell from 
Mr. 8. W. Morgan (coroner), who inquired into the death of Francis 
Weetman, of Hightown, killed at the West Cannock Colliery, 
Hednesford, on February 4tb. The evidence showed that Weetman 
was leaving the cage at the pit bottom when the cage suddenly 
rose, and he was crushed against the side and terribly injured It 
was alleged that the electrical system of signalling installed in 
November last was ineffective, and the instrument sometimes did 
rot record signals after they had been given, and it was also 
suggested that the bell had rung when no signal had been given. 
The jury returned a verdict of Accidental death,” and exonerated 
the engine winder from b)ame.— Birmingham Post. 

While a cart was being loaded at Harrow (Metropolitan) Railway 
Station, on February 12th, the horse took fright and bolted across 
the lines. It trod on a live rail, and was killed instantly.— The 
Times. 


The Engineering Golfing Society.—The report of the 
Committee, submitted at the annual general meeting at the Insti- 
tution of Civil Engineerr, on Thureday, showed a membership of 
156; 50 members took part in the Spring Meeting at Coombe 
Hil), and 52 in the Autumn Meeting at Royal Wimbledon, the 
chief prize in each case being won by Mr. C. H. Hayward. Sir 
Alex. B. W. Kennedy is proposed as president for the ensning year, 
Mr. E. W. Timmis as captain, ana Mr. W. L. Mansergh as hon. 
secretary (5, Victoria Street, S. W. 1). 


All-Electric Houses at Glasgow.— On the occasion of a 
visit by the members of the Glasgow Lighting Association to the 
Corporation showrooms, Mr. Hardie, of the Corporation electricity 
department, delivered an interesting address dealing with recent 
developments in electrical heating and cooking apparatus. While 
the rapid growth of the demand for electricity for illumination 
purposes was satisfactory, it was emphasised, he said, that to ensure 
a progressive reduction in prices charged for electricity, its use for 
purposes other than lighting should become more general. Load 
factor, i.e., the ratio of average to maximum load, must be kept 
as high as possible, and the general adoption of electricity for 
power, heating, and cooking contributed to that end. The wide- 

read use of electrical cookers and fires would have a material 
purifying effect on the atmosphere of large cities. In conclw ion, 
Mr. Hardie referred to a forthcoming experiment in houses being 
built by the Corporation, which are to be fitted up as all-electric 
houses, and said the saving in building costs by the omission of 
chimneys, chimney- heads, and fire-places would be considerable. 


Lifting Magnets.—The value of electric lifting magnets 
for bandiing loose metal sheets, plates, billets, &c., in iron and 
steel works, was discussed by Major F. A. Hooper, at a meeting of 
tbe Staffordshire Iron and Steel Inetitute, on February 18th. The 
lifting magnet, he said, made it possible to operate cranes at their 
maximum speeds continually, and in numerous cases as many as 
60 to 70 trips per hour were being performed by magnet cranes. 
He explained, according to the Birmingham Post, that three types 
had been evolved—namely, the circular magnet for handli: g lo: te 
metal, the rectangular magnet for handling sheets and plates, and 
the bi-polar magnet for handling sections and billes. Iu 
Germany a number of magnets were being constructed with 
aluminium instead of copper coils, the advantage claimed being 
thet the oxidation of the outer skin of the aluminium formed 


sufficient insulation, thereby cheapening the cost of construction 
considerably, Actual performances showed that when dealing 
with solid loads a magnet would lift as much as 5 to 15 times its 
own weight. A magnet 26 in. in diameter, weighing 6 cwt., 
would lift a block of steel weighing 100 owt., and a magnet of 
66 in. diameter, weighing 60 cwt., would lift a block of steel 
weighing 15 tons. 

When, however, light scrap had to be handled, the capacities 
came down to 14 owt. and 12 owt. respectively, this being due to 
the low weight per cb. ft., and the fact that the scrap was usually 
so entwined that, even if the top layers were attracted, they were 
sometimes pulled off by the weight of the bottom layers. These 
were the two extremes, and such material as pig-iron, billete, and 
bars came between the two limits. A magnet crane of average 
capacity would not cost more than £3,00u to £4,000, and with 
wages as they were at present, a capital expenditure of as much as 
381.000 was justified to replace one man, making 1ull allowauce for 
depreciation, capital charges, &c., on a 10 years’ purchase basis. 
Numerous instances of magnets savirg as many as 10 men had 
been recorded. The greatest savings were effected when handling 
loose materials, as there could not possibly be alung, but material 
of regular shape could also be dealt with efticiently. 


A Novel Sparking Ping.—A new type of plug has been 
plaved on the French markct, and is called the Bougiver, which 
has a glass insulator. The glaas is run into the body of the plug 
when the latter is at a high temperature, and the joint thus made 
is said to be compression tight. ‘The insulator is also peculiar in 
the fact that it completely fills all the space right down to the 
plug pointa& Owing to the perfectly smooth surface of small area 
expo ed within the cylinder, the plug ig said not to soot up. The 
plug ia extremely simple, and should be cheap to produce.— 
Technical Heriew. 


Training Disabled Men.—At the Efficiency Exhibition, 
inciuded in the collective exhibit of the Ministry of Labour, the 
Croydon Polytechnic shows a variety of examples of work done by 
duab. ed men under the direction of Mr. F. H. Taylor, A. M. I. E. N. 
The exhibits include a vesiyn 1n teak-wood casing, trench polished; 
a metre wire bridge, accurately made and wel: finished; specimens 
of pipe bending, sunk pipe work, and jointing in cabies and bus- 
bars; a starting panei built up of angie and fiat iron, and a 
charging board. Tne high degree of manual skill attained by the 
trainees is remarkabie, and indicates that they were not only well 
trained, but also very wuling to learn. 


New “Microscale” Balance.— M. Hans Petersson, of 
Gothenburg University, and Dr. Ragnar Stroemberg, of Stockholm 
University, have pertevced a new invention valed a ` microscale.’, 
lt is claimed for this inveutiun that it will render it possible to 
register weights so small as three mullionths of a milligram, and 
that it will thus be of great importance to establishments oon- 
cerned with chemical or physical resea:ch, ın cases where extra- 
ordinary precision ie required. It is announced that one of these 
new instruments has already been ordered by the electrical 
laboratory of Oxtord University. — Heuter’s rade Service 
(Stockholm). 


Russia's Electrification Schemes. — At the eigih congress 
of Soviets in Moscow a report was read by M. hryzhanovsky 
. According to the Manchester Guardian. he 
said :— 

In the problem of increasing the intensity of labour by the 
mechanisation of labour, and the proper organisation of laoour, 
the chief part belongs to electricity. A vital problem in Hussia 
is the elimination ot the fuel crisis. With the restoration of the 
Don Basin we sball receive 40 per cent. of the tuel we require, 
but it will be impossible to transport wood. Nevertheless, by 
using the new method of exploiting peat by water power, 1t 
will be possible to satisfy our requirements and to employ, in- 
stead of 34 million people, only 100,000. 

The construction of an electricity station in the peat bogs 
will afford us the opportunity of receiving cheap energy, which 
may be transmitted within a radius of 200 kiometres. Elec- 
tricity will also play the chief part in minimising the use of 
oil, which the whole world requires. Ihis will permit us to 
export our superfluous stock in exchange for machines. 

Hussia, from the earliest times, has suffered from inefficient 
agriculture, and, even before the war, famine was an ordinary 
occurrence in our land. The mechanical cultivation of land 
and the use of electricity will allow us to escape from the 
mystic circle. The regions suffering from drought will be irri- 
gated by electricity. 'l'he land suffering from too much water 
wil be drained by electricity. By draining bogs we can 
recover in the coming year 90 million acres of excellent land. 
Electricity will considerably increase the harvests. In the re- 
construction of transport the chief part will be played by elec- 
tricity. ‘The use of electricity will permit us to convere our 
weak railway system into a mighty means of communication. 
We are dreadfully poor in metals, and electrification is the only 
way of obtaining the metals we require. The work of electri- 
fication is closely estimated to take ten years. It will heal the 
wounds of war; it will raise the economic level of Russia twice 
as high as it was before the war. ‘The energy which the 
electricity stations will give us will be equal to the work of 
fifteen million people.” 

Pointing to a plan, M. Kryzhanovsky pointed out the con- 
struction of 27 electric stations, and when he indicated the 
regions in which the stations will be built small electric lamps 
lit up, giving the Congress an ocular demonstration ot the 
echeme. The first station will be erected in the Don Basin. 
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Transport and Supply Problems in Parls.— As wis 
mentioned a short time ago, all the surface transport under- 
takings in Paris and the Departement de la Seine are being 
acquired by the Conseil General of that department in co- 
operation with the City Council of Paris, and are being 
transferred to a new company as a purely operating company 
under the control of the Conseil General as from the beginning 
of this year. The object in view is to secure uniformity in 
working, and in the execution of necessary extensions, 80 as 
to be able adequately to deal with the growing traffic on 
the surface. A similar question has now arisen in connection 
with the Metropolitan and the Nord-Sud underground rail- 
ways. The impression has been formed that the municipal 
authorities are not favourable at present to the redemption 
of the concessions held by the two underground companies, 
although a closer association of interests between the city 
and the companies is not improbable. 

The Compagnie Parisienne de Distribution d'Electricité, 
which holds a monopoly of the supply branch in Paris under 
the Municipal Council, is now confronted with the prospect 
of & modification of the 1907 agreement, which appeara to be 
an attempt to bring the undertaking into harmony with the 
new order of affairs arising from the war. According to a 
memorandum presented to the Municipal Council by M. 
Autrand, prefect of the Seine, the scheme proposes to put 
an end to all legal and other disputes existing between the 
company and the Council. The modifications projected under 
the proposed supplementary agreement refer to the tariffs, the 
personnel, the extensions of works, and the rental due to the 
city. It is calculated on the basis of index figures for coal 
and wages that the present charges for supply, which were 
largely increased early in 1920, will be the maximum, and 
that it wili probably be possible to reduce them as from next 
July as a result of the fall in the price of coal. As to the 
company's employés, whose wages were assimilated some 
time ago to those of the workmen in the employ of the 
Municipal Council, and involved the latter in an annual ex- 
penditure of 8,000,000 fr., it is proposed to leave the wages 
entirely at the charge of the company in future. On the 
other hand, the scheme contemplates the levying by the 
Municipal Council of a sum of 13,000,000 fr. on the working 
of the company for the purpose of new works, while the 
rental for premises is to be increased by up to 95 per cent. 
It is calculated that the scheme would relieve the municipal 
budget by about 18.000,000 fr. per annum. At least this is 
the official view of the problem. It remains to be seen what 
the company has to say on the matter. 


Electricity in Switzerland.— The Commercial Secretary 
to H.M. Legation at Berne has drawn the attention of the 
Department of Overseas Trade to the increasing demand on 
the part of the public in Switzerland for cheaper electricity. 
In the case of energy used for heating purposes the industries 
connected with electric heating cannot possibly exist unless 
the price of electricity is greatly reduced. To-day when coal 
and other fuel is scarce and expensive, the public is turning 
more and more to electricity for heating purposes, and efforts 
are being made to increase the number of water-power stations 
for the production of cheaper electricity. Unfortunately the 
cost of atone | water-power stations has increased enormously 
of late; it has been stated that the costs of erection are treble, 
and in some cases five-fold. what they were before the war. 
Swiss electric power stations, with very few exceptions, 
have been obliged to raise their prices, and electricity 
has become an increasingly expensive commodity. It has 
now been suggested that there are at present only two ways 
of supplying electricity at cheaper rates: One way consists 
in erecting larger stations and constructing more extensive 
artificial lakes in the high-lying mountain valleys. The second 
suggestion is to encourage the use of electricity during the 
night by reducing the charge during hours of darkness. The 
tendency in Switzerland seems to be to increase the number 
of artificial lakes, and in this way to build up reserves of 
water power. In the towns electricity is being increasingly 
used for household purposes; for ironing, for grilling, toast- 
ing, or warming up dishes, for cooking, and innumerable other 
puros The number of bakers and confectioners who bake 

y electricity is rapidly increasing. Chemists and dentists 
are also largely using electricity. A new industry is also 

owing up for the construction of electric stoves for the 
eating of private houses. The electricity used for the stoves 
i8 generated at night. during which time the stoves are 
heated up, whilst in the morning the electricity is switched 
off, and the stoves remain warm during the whole of the 
day. The stoves contain either water, oil, or terra cotta. 
In all modern houses and hotels, a large quantity of water 
is heated by electricity, the electricity for which is produced 
between midnight and 6 a.m., and which in consequence can 
be provided at a cheaper price. It is asserted that provided 
the price of electricity used at night can be sufficiently re- 
duced, electric heating in Swiss houses will in time become 
the rule, and not, as now, almost the exception. At the pre- 
sent cost of coal and wood the hydroelectric plants supply the 
bakeries with electricity at a price more favourable than 
that for which coal or wood could be furnished. For pro- 
ducing 100 kilos of bread there is used on un average 20 kilos 
of coal at a cost of 4.05 francs. An electrically-heated oven 
uses about 80 kw.-hours for the same amount of bread. At 
a price of 3 centimes per kW-hour for a supply at night, the 


electricity costs only 2.40 francs. Even the day supply can 
be used in successful competition with the coal-heated ovens. 
When baking about 37,000 kilos of bread per day a saving 
of 370 tons of coal per month is effected. The present demand 
for the installation of electrically-heated ovens is considerably 
15 excess of the ability of the Swiss manufacturers to supply 
them. f : 


Appointments Vacant.—Technical assistant, Grade I 
(£300) two ditto. Grade II (£250); repairs superintendent, 
£300 +, for the L.C.C. Tramways Depar' ment. See our advertise- 
ment pages to-day. 


INSTITUTION NOTES, 


Institution of Electrical Engineers. -- MAGNETICSUSCEPTIBILITY 
oF Low ORDER.— Prof. E. Wilson, M.I.E E,, delivered the first and 
second of a series cf three lectures cn the above subject before the 
Institution, on February 17th and 24th -espectively, and the third 
lecture is to be delivered on March l(th. One of the most 
important problems at the present time is that of magnetic 
Separation of mirerals; therefore, their susceptibilities muat be 
considered, and since the magnetic properties of certain minerals 
can be changed by oxidation or reduction, it follows that this and 
other aspects of the problem must also receive attention. But 
apart from magnetic separation, the subject of rock susceptibili! y 
bas a bearing on magretic survey work, a knowledge of the subject 
is necessary to those engaged on the construction of scientific 
instruments, and there are possibilities of its application in other 
direct'ons. 

The author dealt with the eubject primarily from the stardpoint 
of its practical applications, and his first lecture was devoted to a 
description of the instruments used in the experiments; the second 
dealt with the results obtained, and the third will outline their 
practical applications. The lectures were illustrated by means of 
diagrams ard lantern slides; apparatus was exhibited, and 
experiments were performed. 

I. Znstrumentation, - When the volume susceptibility is larger 
than about 0 15, the correction for end- effect with short thick 
bars becomes too uncertain if the magnetometer is employed. 
Weiss prolonged the specimen in each direction by soft iron bars, 
the whole being placed in a eolencid, and the magnetising force 
was inferred from the difference in e.m.f. induced in the two 
Bect:ons on reversing the megretising current, Other methods 
are to insert the specimen in holes in the pole pieces of a ring- 
shaped yoke of '' Stall y," and by supplementing the magnetometer 
with an induction ta!an:e, Rücker measured susceptibility as 
low as 0°0C013. Wiedemann and Curi ie's toraicn balance covers the 
range of the magnetometer; its upper limit is at most 0'15, and 
with it measurements can be made to leas than 1 x 10, If 
the instrument is to have a wide range of utility it must be so 
constructed that the strength of the magnetic field can be varied; 
such an instrument was exhibited by the lecturer. Moreover, 
a portab'e torsicn balance has been developed. in wh‘ch the test- 
pee hangs between fixed acft-iron pole-pieces which are 
magnetised by two concentric rings of hardened tungsten steel 
with north and south poles at opposite ends of adiameter. By 
varying the relative azimuths of the rings, the field between the 
pole-pieces can be varied. In this manner a variable field can be 
obtained without the use of a magnetising coil and battery. 

In the case of the torsion balance the deflection varies as the 
square of the magnetic force impresse upon the test-piece. In 
fact, it is diflicult to measure the susceptibiii*y of a given specimen 
outside a narrow range of magnetic force of about one to four or 
five. An electromag netioally- controlled balance has been developed. 
which permits of a wide range of variation of the magnetic force. 
The force due to torsion is replaced by an electromagnetic control in 
which the mechanical forc» exerted 18 due to two components —one 
proportional to the magnetic force impressed upon the test - piece, 
and the other variable if the su ceptibility varies. The instrument 
can be modified by replacing the e:ectromagneta by permanent 
magnets after the manrer of the portable torsion balance. The 
test- piece is supported from the beam, and the position of the magnet 
must be such that when the test piece is just about to leave tue 
field the pointer is at zero of the scale, thus eliminating the torsion 
in the fibre. 

If the strengths of the magnetic fields are fixed in value, then 
the mass susceptibility, for equal weights, is proportional to the 
current in the moving coil. But the entire range (x, = 0'15 tolese 
than 1 X 10 °) would nece:sitate a weakening of the field in the 
permanent magnet when the susceptibility became high in which 
case the ratio of the squared vaiues of the fields has to be taken 
into account. 

II. Susceptibility Values. — Magnetite crystals have curves of 
mag netisation resembling those of iron, and the susceptibility along 
the axes of the crystal varies in magnitude fcr a given magnetisi g 
force. although all tending to the same limiting value. The 
volume susceptibility can hive a maximum value of the order cf 
100 6 S. urita, the largest rusc. pubinty of any known natural 
substance, exc' ing meteorites and traces of n etaljic iron. 

Arkansas magnetite will interest engineers on account of its 
high retentivity and coercive force, The value of «y is increased 


Vol. 88. No. 2,257, Fesruary 25,1921.) THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 247 


about 42 per cent. on heating to 1.000 C., the residual magnetism 
is a'so increased, but the coercive force is reduced, and this 
agrees with what happens in the case of hardened steel. As 
Arkansas magnetite is so highly retentive, and may possibly b» 
found useful for the purposes of permanent magnets, it is of 
interest to compare its magnetic properties with tho:e of hardened 
tungsten steel. The ergs per cycle per cb. om. are 90,000 when 
the value of Hinax is 525, where3s they are of the order 200,000 
ia tungsten steel. The coercive force of the tungsten steal 
is roughly half that of this magnetite, but the retained 
magnetism is very much larger, the values being about 
10,000 in the case of tungsten, and 1,300 in the case of this 
magnetite. That reverse force H which, being less than the 
coercive force, gives a maximum value to tbe product B H, is about 
39 in tungsten steel, as against 80 in this magnetite, and the maxi- 
mum values of KH are 270,000 and 46.000 respectively. The 
intensity J retained by a 4-om. bar after being in a maznetic field H 
of 18,020 C.G.S. units has diminished 20 per cent. in 2} years. The 
effect of heating Penryn magnetite to 1.000 C. is to increase the 
susceptibility, coercive force and retentivity. The intensity of 
magnetisation J in the unheated 4-cm. bar has only diminished 
3:5 per cent. in 21 years. : 

The lecturer examined the properties of other natural minerala 
whose composition can be represented by a formula of the same 
type as that of magaetite [Fe O. Fe, O,]. and pointed out that 
another example which would interest engineers was that of the 
mineral chalybite (spathic ore or ferrous carbonate). A specimen 
highly oxidised on the surface was tested as regards the suscep- 
tibility of the surface layer and the innermost unweathered portion. 
The value of «xm of the surface layer was found to be 347 X 10 ", 
whereas for the innermost portion the value of «nh was 103 x 10. 
The highly oxidised portion has a susceptibility almost identical 
with specimens of red or brown hematite. After roasting with 
free access of air both the oxidised layer and the innermost portion 
gave almost the same values of «xm. namely, 0 014 and 00138. The 
high susceptibility found in ferric oxide is associated with the 
passage through the stage of magnetite during its production, but 
an inepecfion of chrome iron ore and hornblende shows a reverse 
effect, that is, a diminution is produced by heating. 

The effecta of heating and cooling fre:ly in air certain minerals 
in powder form was next dealt with; the analysis of the com- 
pounds at the various stages of heating is still under consideration, 
but it i8 indicated by the experiments that a different susceptibility 
can be obtained by heat treatment according to fineness of division 
and access of air, and this is important in the event of large 
quantities having to be dealt with. 

The transformation temperatures of natural and artifi;ially pre- 

minerals and alloys have been examined by many workers, 
and the results published. The magne'ic properties of salts have 
been investigated by many workers, and it is an interesting fast 
that copper has a negative susceptibility and its salts are positive, 
whereas magnesium is positive and its salts are negative. 
Wiedemann showed as early as 1865 that paramagnetic salts when 
hydrated give & higher value than the anhydrous salts, although 
water itself is diamagnetic. 

SUMMER MEETING.—The summer meeting of the Inat‘tution 
will take place in Scotland on June 7th to 10th, and will include 
visits to Glasgow, Fort William, and Oban. 

NORTH WESTERN CENTRE.--The syllabus for the second half of 
Session 1920-1921 is as follows :—March 8th, “ Electric Driving 
in the Paper Mill on Heat-Economy Lines," by A. B. Mallinson ; 
March 22nd, To be announced later; April 6th (Wednesday), 
Popular lecture, by Prof. E. W. Marchant, D.Sc., on Modern 
Developments in Wireless Telegraphy and Telephony " ; April 12th, 
Annual general meeting and smoking concert. 

NoRTH-EASTERN STUDENTS' SECTION.—On January 28th, Mr. 
C. C. Paterson, O. B. E.. M. I. E. E., gave an address entitled: The 
Electric Lamp from the Inside.“ in which detailed information 
upon the manufacture of an electric lamp was given. The speaker 
also dealt with the Edison effect, and the metallurgy of 
tungsten. 

Mauchester Wireless Society.—On February 16th, Mr. J. 
McKernan lectured on Colour Photography," to a large audience. 
The lecture was illustrated by some wonderfully-tintei photographs 
taken by the speaker. 

lastitute of Post Office Electrical Englneers.—At a meeting of 
the Bristol Centre on February loth, Mr. A. J. Stubbs, Assistant 
Engineer-in-Chief, gave an address on “Fifty Years of Stata 
Telegraphs, which was confined to the historical side of the 

subject. 

Physical Society of London.—At the annual general meeting, 
on February llth, the reports of the Council and the treasurer 
were unanimously adopted. The officers and Council elected for 
the ensuing year are the following :—President, Prof. Sir W. H. 
Bragg, C.B.E, M.A., F.R.S.: secretaries, Messrs. F. E. Smith, 
O. B. E. F.R.S., National Physical Laboratory, Teddington; D. 
Owen, B.A, D. Sa., 62, Wellington Road, Bush Hill Park, N.; 
foreign secretary, Sir Arthur Schuster, Ph.D., D. Sc., F. R. S.; 
treasurer, Mr. W. R. Cooper, M. A., B. So., 82, Victoria Street, S. W. 1 ; 
librarian, Prof. A. O. Rankine, D. Sc., Imperial College of Scienoe 
and Technology. After the conclusion of the general business, a 
discussion on Absolute Measurements of Electrical Resistance, and 
Instruments based on the Temperature Variation of Resistance," 
was held. 

Royal Institation.—On Saturday, March th, at 3 o'clock, Sir 
Ernest Rutherford will deliver the first of a course of three lectures 
at the Royal Iustitution on Electricity and Matter." The Friday 
evening discourse, on March 4th, will be delivered by Mr. W. A. 
Tait on * Severn Crossings and Tidal Power.“ 


© W. II. Larter, 67, Wynnstay Gardens, W. 8, engineer; H. 


Trustees : 


OUR PERSONAL COLUMN, 


Ths Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
teohnioal or the commercial side of the profession and industry 
also eleotrio tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of the 
EvEOTRICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements, 


The Times states that Mr. JOHN NOBLE, the vice-chairman of Sir 
W. G. Armstrong, Whitworth & Co., Ltd , and Mr. R. WATERS, the 
head of the company's commercial organisation, are sailing this 
week on an extended business mission to South America. 

MR. W. R. Montaomery, A. M. I. E. E., for some years on the 
engineering staff of the E.P.S. Co., and until lately sales engineer 
to Mr. H. P. Girling, M. I. E. E, of Maldon, has joined the staff of 
Messrs. Agricultural and General Engineers, Ltd., Central House, 
Kingway, W. C. 2. He will be responsible for the sales in the 
eastern zone of the associated firms electrical products, inoluding 
the Garrett electric vehicle. 

Mr. J. M. KEEN AN, late deputy borough electrical engineer at 
Torquay, has been appointed engineer and manager of the Thanet 
Electric Co., Ltd., Margate. 

MR. LEONARD HARVEY, of 25, Victoria Street, Westminster, who 
has during the past few years made a special study of pulverised 
coal applications and uses, and has been representing an American 
firm as European manager, is relinquishing this position, and will 
practise as & consulting engineer upon matters pertaining to 
pulverised coal and colloidal fuel, at the address mentioned. 

Messrs. H. W. Smith & Co. (1920), Ltd., have appointed Mr. 
S. M. HAMMETI (who was for some years with Messra. Baxendale 
and Co., Ltd.), as their representative in Lancashire. 

MR. A. FLINDERS CAINE has resigned his position as manager of 
the heating and cooking department of the Edison Swan Electric 
Co., Ltd., Ponders End. 


Obituary. CMR. R. RANKIN.—We regret to record that the 
death of Mr. Robert Rankin, B.Sc., occurred at his residence at 
Leamington on the 17th inst, Since 1918 deceased was managing 
director of Messrs. Van Raden & Co., Ltd. Coventry. He 
commenced his training in the engineering profession when 15 
years old, and became assistant to the Professor of Electrical 
Eogineering in the Glasgow and West of Scotland Technical School. . 
After having been in business in London with the Electrical 
Storage Co., and subsequently with Messrs. Pritohetts & Gold, Mr. 
Rankin undertook Government work during the war, and subse- 
quently took up his Coventry appointment. In 1918 he was 
elected chairman of the Junior Inetitution of Engineers, and he 
was the holder of the Vickers Prize Gold Medal of that body, 
1915-16, and the bronze medal, 1917-18. He was the author of a 
work upon Electric Accumulators," and joint author of an elec- 
trical laboratory course for junior students. As one of the leading 
members of the Informal Meetings Committee of the Institution 
of Electrical Engineers, full of native humour and ready wit, he 
was extremely popular; and as a technical man he had a very 
promising future, Deceased, who was only 36 years of age, leaves 
a widow and three children. 

MR. J. H. Carson.—We regret to record the death which 
occurred in London on February 19th, of Mr. James Hamilton 
Carson, late manager of the Anglo-American Telegraph Oo., Ltd., 
in his 81st year. 


— 
NEW COMPANY REGISTERED. 


James Antifouling Appliances, Ltd. (173,121).—Private 
company. Registered February llth, Capital, £3,000 in £1 shares. To acquire 
from J. E. James and others the benefit of certuin existing inventions relating 
to the manufacture and working of improvements in electrical apparatus for 
protecting the hulls of ships and other submerged structures from barnacles 
and other forms of aquatic life. The subscribers (each with one share) are: 
Neville,“ Amble- 
side," Downs Court Road, Purley, engineer. The first directors are: J. E. 
James, of Bolton; J. B. Wilkie, of Liverpool; and one other to be appointed 
by holders of shares No. 2,085 to 3,000 inclusive. Secretary: W. H. Larter. 
Registered office: la, Cockspur Street, S.W. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF BLECTRICAL 
Ei COMPANIES, 


Ilford Dry Battery Co., Ltd.—Dcbentures dated Feb- 
ruary 2nd, 1921. to secure £1.000 charged on the company's undertaking and 
property, present and future, including uncalled capital. Holder: R. Baickie, 
3, Clarence Road, Nottingham. 


Europe and Azores Telegraph Co., Ltd. (39,452).—Capital . 
£200,000 in £10 shares. Return dated December 15th, 1:20. All shares taken 
up. £144,320 paid. £50,690 considered us paid. Mortgages and charge, nil. 


Berry's Electric, Ltd.—Memorandum of deposit on Feb- 
ruary 3rd, 1921, to sccure all moneys due or to become due from compaay to 
London Joint City & Midland Bank. Ltd., charged on company's inter-st in 
land in Spring Road, Yardley, Birmingham, with factory thereon, 


Tok Manufacturing Co., Ltd.—Satisfaction in full on 
February llth, 1921, of debentures dated July 28th, 1920, securing £2,000. 


Electrical Finance & Securities Co., Ltd.—Particulars of 
£20,000 debentures, authorised December 16th, 1920, and covered by trust deed 
dated February 3rd, 1721; present issue £17,000, charged on the company's 
undertaking and property, present and future, including uncalled capital. 
Union Commercial Investment Co., 
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CITY NOTES. 


Mr. George Balfour, M.P., presiding at 
Fife Tramway, the annual meeting, held at Edinburgh on 
Light and Power Friday, said it was very satisfactory, in 
Co., Ltd. face of all the trade depression, tbat they 
| were able to produce a satisfactory ac- 
count. After dealing with the accounts of the tramway under- 
taking, he said that the Fife Electric Power Co. showed a 
substantial increase in net revenue due to the large expendi- 
ture on capital account which had been made in previous 
years. The gross receipts amounted to £114,905, compared 
with £73,560 for 1919. The net trading profit, including the 
profit under the Electric Lighting Orders, amounting to 
£36,998, as compared with £21,990 in the preceding year; 
19,579,000 units were sold from the power station at Town- 
hill, compared with 14,891,000 for 1919. The consumers con- 
nected numbered 2,995, an increase of 449. During the last 
three years the number of consumers connected had been 
more than doubled. The demand for electricity continued 
unabated, as was evidenced by the figures, and by the fact 
that at the moment some 150 consumers, large and small, 
were awaiting connection. The total load connected with the 
power station was approximately 11,840 kW, compared with 
5,830 kW for the preceding year. Various extensions to the 
plant had been carried out during the year to cope with the 
Increasing demands and for the purpose of effecting economies 
in supply. After referring to the electric lighting orders in 
the Cowdenbeath area and in various parts of the county of 
Fife, Mr. Balfour said these undertakings were granted direct 
to the company, aud a supply of electricity was given over 
a large and scattered area under the provisions of these 
orders, the supply being obtained in bulk from the Fife 
Electric Power Co. The issued share capital now stood at 
£720,000, an addition of £320,000 for the year. The gross 
revenue from the traction, lighting, and power undertakings 
amounted to £72,801, compared with 448.393 for 1919. The 
directors recommended a dividend on the ordinary shares 
at the rate of 8 per cent. per annum, being the same rate 
as was paid on a considerably smaller capital for the previous 
vear. "They had no doubt shareholders would endorse the 
policy they had adopted of strengthening the reserves by the 
appropriation of £20,000 and of paying the same dividend 
to the ordinary shareholders as was received last year. The 
di'ectors felt sure that this policy would appeal to the share- 
holders as being a sound and prudent one to follow, particu- 
‘arty under the present financial conditions. 


The ordinary general meetings of the 


Underground five companies forming this group were 
Electric held at Caxton Hall, Westminster, on Feb- 
Railway ruary l7th, Lord Ashfield (chairman) pre- 

. Companies. siding. The reports of the companies were 


abstracted in our last issue. 

At the City and South London meeting. the chairman 
stated that the passing of the London Electric Railways Fares 
Act had enabled the business to approach a level of financial 
stability, and the receipts in the last three months of the year 
showed a 30 per cent. advance upon those of the first three 
months, but the number of passengers carried fell by 14 per 
cent. The difficulty of raising the £1,750,000 required for 
the reconstruction of the railway had prevented any progress 
in this direction, but the directors hoped to commence the 
work when funds were available on reasonable terms. The 
principles of grouping outlined by the Minister of Transport 
possessed many obvious advantages, and would be acceptable 
to the group. The positions of main line railways and the 
London lines were very different, however. The former were 
extensive and fully developed, whereas the underground rail- 
ways were still unfinished, and required much more capital for 
their completion. With a probable decline in working costa 
the position of the companies would improve considerably in 
the near future. l . 

The chairman explained at the meeting of the shareholders 
of the Metropolitan District Railway that the company was 
one of those taken over by the Government at the beginning 
of the war. One of the terms of control was that the net 
revenue of 1913 should be guaranteed to the company. When 
the common fund of the group was set up in 1915 this 
trrangement was modified. The increased fares were allowed 
on the understanding that the special arrangement of 1915 
was cancelled. "This was found impracticable, and it was 
agreed, therefore, that the railwav should be freed from 
Government control; this decision had been justified by the 
improved condition brought about by the increase in fares. 
The receints of the four railways had increased by 23 per 
cent. during the last quarter, as compared with the first 
three months of the vear, although the number of passengers 
carried had fallen bv 10 per cent. Sneaking of future de- 
velopments, Lord Ashfield said that the construction of a 
Hampstead and Edgware line through Hendon to Golders 
Green was being considered; Parliamentary powers had been 


will also be subject to deduction of income tax. 


received for this work. This line should be proceeded with 
immediately, as it would prove a very remunerative under- 
taking. The speaker looked for useful developments from 
the negotiations taking place between the authorities con- 
cerned with the London traffic problem; if a successful out- 
come could be arrived at the result would be simplification 
and improvement. Lord Ashfield told the shareholders of the 
Central London Railway Oo. that their undertaking had bene- 
fited most from the increase in fares, the increase as between 
the first and last quarters of the year having been 35 per 
cent.; this was partly due to a small increase in the traffic. 
The traffic upon the new Shepherd’s Bush-Ealing extension 
was at present unsatisfactory, but hopes of improvement were 
entertained by the directors. The chief obstacle to its growth 
was that main line fares were being charged. The G.W.R. 
Co. was contemplating the provision of two additional stations 
on this extension at Old Oak Common and Twyford; these 
should materially increase the number of passengers carried. 
Referring to future developments, the speaker said that Par- 
liament had sanctioned the construction of a connecting line 
with the London and South Western Railway at a point near 
that company’s station at Shepherd’s Bush. This would 
provide a through run to Richmond. Although this work 
would be carried out at the earliest possible moment, the 
present financial stringency prevented an immediate com- 
mencement. 

At the meeting of the London Electric Railway Co., Lord 
Ashfield said that the position had taken a turn for the worse . 
during the present year, two members of the group having 
incurred a deficit. The result of this had been that the 
common fund had had a distributable amount of £354,492, as 
compared with £496,387 in the previous year. This was due 
to the delay in sanctioning the increases which were finally 
put into force in September last. Since that date, however, 
the receipts had advanced by 27 per cent., comparing the 
first and last quarters, and the number of passengers had 
been reduced by only 12 per cent. The expenditure on capital 
account of £55,404 was chiefly on account of join# rolling 
stock for the extension to Watford over the L. & N.W. Rail- 
wav. of the cost of which one-third was paid by the company. 
Capital commitments amounted to £182,500. chiefly due to the 
purchase of 40 new trailer cars for the Bakerloo section, and 
improvements to the lifts to expedite their working. Future 
works included the construction of a line linking up the 
Hampstead section with the City and South London Railway. 
This would cost about £1,142,000, but the present time was 
not propitious for the raising of this amount. Upon the 
whole, the chairman said he could not consider the vear 
under review as satisfactory, but he hoped to report a sub- 
stantial improvement at the next annual meeting. 


Tyneside Tramways & Tramroads Co.—At the half-yearly 
mecting, held in Newcastle-on-Tyne on 15th inst., Mr. J. T. 
Merz said that the year had been an exceptional one in many 
ways, but especially in their business. In other concerns 
prices could be udvanced to meet the needs of the moment. 
but they had to go to Parliament before they could increase 
fares. Going to Parliament, however, meant a delay of six 
months, which had a due effect on the balance sheet. How- 
ever, the next half-year should show a normal state of affairs 
in the business of the company. Owing to the coal strike 
in October the autumn races at Gosforth were abandoned; 
that meant a loss of revenue. The dividend was only 4 per 
cent., as against 5 per cent. for 1919, and 6 per cent. for 1918. 


City of London Electric Lighting Co., Ltd.—Dividend on 
the preference shares 6 per cent., being Is. 2.4d. per £1 snare; 
on the ordinary shares 12 per cent., being 2s. 4.5d. per £1 
share. On account of these dividends 7.2d. per preference 


share and 9d. per ordinary share was paid in September, 1920. 


In addition, the directors recommend a bonus of 2 per cent. 
per ordinary share, being 4.8d. per £1 share, on account of the 
reduction of dividend for the vear 1916, leaving the reductions 
in 1917 and 1918 to be dealt with in the future. This bonus 
After pay- 
ment of the dividends and bonus less income tax, and providing 
nr 19 appropriations, £23,000 will remain to be carried 
orward. 


Midland Electric Corporation for Power Distribution.— 
Final dividend at the rate of 6 per cent. on the ordinary shares. 
making 10 per cent. for the year; on the new ordinary at the 
rate of 10 per cent. Carried forward subject to E.P.D., £36,486. 


Tramways, Light and Power Co.— Profit for 1920, £53,697 
plus £3,833 brought forward. After paying debenture charges 
and putting £5.000 to reserve. 6 per cent., less tax, is paid on 
the ordinary shares. £2,256 is carried forward. 


Paisley Tramwavs Co.—After paving preference interest 
and putting £1,000 to preference sinking fund, £65,457 is 
carried forward. 


Mansfield and District Tramwavs Co., Ltd.—It is proposed 
to increase the capital from £130,000 to £180,000 by the 
creation of 50,000 new ordinary shares of £1. 


Melbourne Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Resolutions autho- 
rising the recent issue of 8 per cent. £5 preference shares were 
confirmed at a meeting held on Tuesday. 
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Northampton Electric Light & Power Co., Ltd.—The 

usiness showed considerable expansion during 1920, and 
there was an increase in net profit. Units sold increased from 
6,059,103 to 7,646,577. The balance of the new 7 per cent. 
second debenture stock will be oflered shortly. The capacity 
of the Hardingstone Junction generating station is to be in- 
creased; the engine and boiler houses will be enlarged, and 
orders for a 6,000-kW turbo-alternator, boilers, &c., have been 
placed. 412,360 has been put to depreciation (41, 360 allo- 
cated to motors, of which 4,607 h.p. are let out on hire). A 
battery suspense fund 1s being formed to spread the occasional 
heavy expenses for repairs over a longer period. After paying 
5 per cent. on the preference shares and 8 per cent. on the 
ordinary for the year, £1,000 is to be carried forward. 


County of London Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Final divi- 


dend on the ordinary shares for the past half-year at thé 
rate of ll per cent. per annum, less tax, making 8 per cent. 
for the year. £50,000 to depreciation; £62,500 to general re- 
serve; £18,900 forward. 


Stock Exchange Notices.—The following have been 
ordered to be officially quoted :— 

Erinoid.—265,278 shares of 5s. each, fully paid, Nos. 700,001 
to 965,278. 

Melbourne Electric Supply Co.—£96,365 consolidated ordi- 
nary stock. 

Dealings in the following have been specially allowed by 
the Committee, and the shares are now included with those 
in which special settlements have already been granted :— 

Major & Co.—79,510 8 per cent. participating preferred ordi- 
nary shares of £l each, fully paid, Nos. 1 to 79,510; and 
233.000 ordinary shares of £1 each, fully paid, Nos. 1 to 20,000 
(issued to deferred ordinary shareholders). 


Smithfield Maikets Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Gross profit 
for 1920 £9,262, against £6,588 in 1919; net profit 48, 718. 
against 45, 464 in 1919. 43,500 to depreciation; £800 to de- 
benture stock redemption fund. After including the balance 
at credit of profit and loss account at end of 1919, £5,748 
remains. A dividend of ö per cent. per annum on the ordinary 
shares requires £3,000; to reserve 42.000; carried forward 
£748. The removal of official control of the markets in July, 
1930, re-established normal conditions during the second half 
of the year, resulting in a satisfactory increase in output. 


Rushden & District Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Connec- 
tions greatly increased during 1920; consumers (chiefly for 
lighting) grew from 223 to 308. but owing to the depression 
in trade during the last six months, the output of electricity 
has remained stationary. When trade revives considerable 
expansion js expected. Maximum load, 365 kW; units sold, 
084.220. £1,075 to depreciation, £100 written off preliminary 
expenses; final dividend 4 per cent., making 64 per cent. 
for 1920. £316 forward. 


Tullamore Electric Light & Power Co., Ltd.—At a gene- 
ral meeting of this company, Mr. P. J. Egan presiding, the 
directors reported that 11,835 £1 shares had been issued for 
cash—ós. per share, payable on application; that the purchase 
of dynamo and engine, consulting engineer's fees, absorbed 
£1,950, and purchase of power house £175; and that prelimin- 
ary expenses were estimated at £800. Mr. Kelly (secretary) 
said the machinery would be installed by March, and all should 
be in readiness for lighting the town in October next. 


Liverpool Overhead Railway Co.—Gross revenue receipts 
for 1920 £229,130; working expenses, including appropriation 
to reserve, £199,851; leaving £29,243, plus £6,015 brought 
forward. Debenture interest £6,755; dividends for the year 
5 per cent. on the preference shares and 3 per cent, on the 
ordinary; 45.577 forward. Passengers carried: 1920, 
21,020,539; 1919, 22,440,103. 

Charing Cross, West End & City Electricity Supply Co., 
Ltd.—Dividend on the ordinary share capital of the West 
End undertakings for the halt-year ended December 31st, 
1920, at the rate of 5s. Gd. per share, making, with the 
interim dividend already distributed, 8 per cent. for the 
vear 1920. 

Bournemouth & Poole Electricity Supply Co., Ltd.—Final 


dividend on the ordinary shares at the rate of 7 per cent. 
per annum, less tax, making 6 per cent. for 1929. 


Chelsea Electricity Supply Co., Ltd.—Dividend of 7 per 
cent. for the half-year, making 6 per cent. for the year; 
£17.312 to depreciation; £2,178 written off cost of extinction 
of founders’ shares; £2,925 written off investments; £2,429 
carried forward. 


Traction & Power Securities Co.—Net revenue for 1920 
£33,819, plus £10,932 brought forward. Dividend 7s. 6d. 
per share, free of tax, carrying forward £12,722 subject to 
corporation tax. 


Kensington & Knightsbridge Electric Lighting Co., Ltd. 
—Dividend of 5 per cent. on the ordinary shares for the 
last half-year, making 9 per cent. for the year. 

India.—Ahmedabad Electricity Co., Ltd.—Fourth divi- 
dend for the year ended September 30th, 1990, at the rate of 
10 per cent. per annum.—Indian Teztile Journal. 

National Boiler & General Insurance Co., Ltd.—Dividend 


of 18s. per share, less tax, for 1920. To investment reserve 
£8,841; carried forward £3,949. | 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


Tuespay EVENING. 
THE electricity supply companies are certainly doing well in 
regard to their dividend announcements. Up to the time of 
writing, increases have been declared by the City of London, 
Chelsea, Charing Cross, Kensington, Metropolitan, and South 
Metropolitan companies. ‘There may be others to come. In 
no case has the 1919 dividend been diminished. "This is a per- 
formance which cannot fail to be observed when trade con- 
ditions become more normal] and investors are looking round 


for opportunities to place their money in commercial under- 
takings offering prospects of steady improvement. It is inter- 
esting to compare the results of the past three years as 


follows :— 
1920 1919 1918 
p.c. p.c. p.c. 


Charing Cross 8 7 4 
Chelsea T 6 4 3 
County 8 - zo UN 8 8 7 
Kensington and Knightsbridge ... 9 7 6 
London m an 24 21 nil 
Metropolitan 7 6 5 
St. James's ... aK 12 12 10 
South Metropolitan es 8 6 6 
Westminster » . 10 10 8 


The City of London dividend makes 14 per cent. altogether, 
as agaist l3 per cent., in all, a year ago. 

Prices are harder. Westminsters have advanced to 51 and 
Metropolitans to 3. County preference are 5s. higher at 8j. 
The rest are firin at the quoted figures. Sir Eric Geddes stated 
in the House of Commons on Monday that the Ministry of 
Transport had received many applications from supply com- 
panies for permission to put up the price of electricity. Sir 
Eric was guarded in his remarks, but apparently the appli- 
cants have not been sent empty away in all cases. 

In spite of the firmness in the market for supply shares, a 
fairly general decline has taken place in the list of prices in 
the shares of manufacturing companies. Amongst those which 
have fallen this week are English. Electric 13s., Electric Con- 
structions 19/16, General Electrics 1 3/16, Siemens 19s. 44d., 
the new at 188. 3d., Metropolitan-Vickers ordinary 188. 14d., 
and Edisons at 103. The disappointment felt in connection 
with the Edison dividend is retlected in apprehensions that 
other manufacturing companies may not be able ta keep up 
their previous distributions, and having regard to the tightness 
of money, it 1s not unreasonable to regard such fears as justi- 
fiable. People are afraid to buy anything of the manufactur- 
ing type of share at the present time, and therefore when 
there is any slight pressure to sell, prices have to give way, 
because there is no support to back them. Callender's 63 per 
cent. preference, however, are in request, the price being better 
at 17s. 6d.; the 74 per cent. preference hardened to 19s. 3d. 

The Home Railway market bas again been very flat, with 
substantial falls in. debenture, preference, guaranteed, leased 
lines, and other prior-charge securities, There seems to 
be no stopping. the fall in this particular market, a 
fall started by the Colwyn report and accelerated by 
the growing nervousness felt as to the Government’s 
readiness to discharge its obligation to hand back the 
railways next August in as good a condition as they 
were taken over froin the companies upon the outbreak of war. 
The Undergrounds are exceptional in the list of ordinary stocks 
as showing a fair amount of strength, speeches at the various 
meetings of the Underground companies last week serving to 
maintain prices, although here also there has been some little 
reaction from the best. Underground incomes are 2 points 
higher at 703. District 4 per cent. debenture has fallen to 524, 
and ithe company's 4 per cent. debenture of 1902-3 is weaker 
at 52. 

It may be remarked parenthetically that a firm of outside 
brokers 18 sending out circulars offering Contingent Certificates 
of the Underground Electric Railways of London at Is. 3d. 
each net. The firm are prepared to sell the shares for cash 
outright or on the instalment principle. Curiosity may won- 
der where the certificates are coming from to supply the 
demand, but as they are obtainable in the Stock Exchange at 
about sevenpence apiece, it is not difficult to understand the 
source of supply. 

Cable stocks show little disposition to halt in their steady 
upward march. This week, rises are marked in Western Tele- 
graphs at 163 and Eastern Extensions 15§. Eastern ordinary 
has been 162, but reverted to 1604, while Great Northerns are 
4 down at 213. Indo-Europeans, which for some time past 
has been quoted at the extraordinarily wide margin of 25—35. 
changed hands the other day at 26 and 264. Holders of stocks 
in the Eastern group of companies are being exhorted in some 
quartera to watch with close attention the developments in 
connection with the Great Northern and Indo-European com- 
panies, since as soon as these two get going in full swing again, 
they may prove formidable coinpetitors to the Eastern and its 
associated companies. Under ordinary trade conditions, how- 
ever, there is plenty of room and plenty of traffic for them all. 
Anglo-American preferred at 814 is a point lower. Orientals 
weakened to 2 3/16, and Marconi’s are heavy at 1%, while 
Radios of both classes are a trifle down at 8s. 3d. for the 
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common and lls. 3d. for the preferred. There is nothing 
doing, however, in any of the Marconi shares, and the dullness 
of the market is due to the indifference shown by those who 
commonly support Marconi's when prices are depressed. 

British Columbia deferred has gone back 3 points to 454, 
with business marked as low as 474. Considering the high 
yield offered by the stock, it is difficult to account for the flat- 
ness in the price. Financial affairs in the Dominion, however, 
seein to be none too happy, according to the private letters, 
and the tightness of monetary conditions is as noticeable there 
as it is on this side of the Atlantic. . Mexican issues have gone 
back, the principal fall this week being one of 34 points in 
Mexican Light & Power preferred shares. Anglo-Argentine 
Tramways second preference gave way to 33, the à per cent. 
debenture stock, however, advancing to 604, the stock being 
steadily absorbed by the smaller investor. British Electric 
Traction 5 per cent. debenture is harder at 61. 

The rubber market is virtually dead. The various panaceas 
put forward to assist the price of the raw produce make no 
headway against the apathy of raw rubber buyers, and, until 
a change occurs in business conditions in America, it 18 not 
likely that the price of rubber will make any materiai im- 
provement. The weakness of armament shares was arrested by 
a slight recovery in Vickers, which assisted Armstrongs and 
other members of the group, but the market in the shares as 
a whole does not appear to have much staving power, and the 
recovery was partially lost. It is well, however, to keep in 
mind the fact that E.P.D. comes off before long, and that the 
payments which have been made by industrial companies on 
account of this tax constitute a kind of hidden reserve that 
will be of assistance to some of the companies most heavily hit. 


SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. 


Homes ELBOTRICITY COMPANINS, 


do. 43 Pref.. ee ee oe 43 44 
India-Rubber.. se. òs ee 10 10 
Met.-Vickers Pref, .. oo eo 
Biemens Ord.. e ee ee ee 10 10 8 iy 
Telegraph Oon, >» c „% 20 D 213 


* Dividends paid free of Income Tax. 


Dividend Price 
— — eb. 22, Yield 
1918. 1919, 1921, Rise or fall, p.o. 
Brompton Ordinary . eo oo B 19 5 — £10 4 4 
Oharing Cross Ordinary .. ee 4 1 4 — 10 0 0 
do. do. do. 44 Pref, ee 4$ 4} a — 8 8 8 
Chelsea ee ee ee m. 8 4 — 9 10 6 
Cit ot London ee ee ee 8 10 24/3 - 8 B 4 
do. do. 6 per cent. Pret. .. 6 6 17/6 - 617 3 
County of London .. és oe 3 8 7$ — 1018 4 
do. do. 6 percent. Pref. 8 6 E ti 117 8 
Kensington Ordinary $e „ 6 7 — 11114 
London Electric m - .. Nil ri — 10 0 0 
do. do. 6 per oent. Pref... 6 9 — 1n 18 9 
Metropolitan.. $5 oo 3 6 6 B +$ 11 18 4 
do. 44 per cent. Pret, .. 44 4% 211 — 816 8 
Gt, James’ and Pall Mall. 10 12 " me 919 0 
Bouth London ee m ee b 6 2 -— 9 910 
South Metropolitan Pref... » 17 7 18/9 ~ 10 8 8 
Westminster Ordinary  .. ee 8B 10 6} + 3 910 6 
TRLEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES, 
Anglo-Am, Tel. Pref, ee ee 6 6 8% —1 7 9 8 
do. et. T oe 88/6 12 n — 9 6 6 
Ohile Telephone ee ee ee 8 6 b — *5 6 8 
Ouba Bub. Ord. oe ee eo 3 7 61 — *10 15 4 
Eastern Extension oe ee 10 10 188 + à 6 8 0 
Eastern Tel. Ord. .. ee ee 8 10 167 — * 4 6 
Globe Tel. and T. Ord... ee 8 10 16 — $ 8 0 
0. do. Pref, eo eo 8 6 9 "T 6 18 4 
Great Northern Tel. - e. NA 23 311 — } 10 2 4 
Indo-European ee eo ee 18 10 - 8 6 8 
Maroon ee oo ee oe 25 25 lá — qa i 
Oriental Telephone Ord. .. ec 10 12 955 — i *5 9 7 
United R. Plate Tel. oe oe 8 8 6 - *8 8 0 
West India and Panama .. oe 1/8 Nil — Nil 
Western Telegraph. ee oe 8 10 163 ti * 5 0 
Homes Rams. 
Central London Ord. Assented .. 4 4 — 9 406 
Metropolitan oe eo ee ee 1 1 P = 7 6 4 
do. District és ee Nil 11 15 — Nil 
Underground Electric Ordinary Nil Nil 2 +3 Nil 
do. do. "A" „ Nil Nil 5/6 — Nil 
do. do. Income 6 4 72$ +2 216 9 
Forgsien Trams, &0, 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref. .. Nil ot N = 10 9 6 
do. do. 2nd Pref. [Y Nil N Ba = à Nil 
do. do. 56% Deb. .. 5 6 603 +1 8 8 0 
Brazil Tractions  .. ss . Nil Nil 83 — Nil 
British Columbia Bleo. Rly. Pfee. 5 5 56 — 8 18 6 
do. do. Preferred 2 6 — 8 16 0 
do. do.  Deferred Ni 8 48 — B *12 17 8 
do. do. Deb. so 4 10 67 +9 110 0 
Mexico Trams 5 percent. Bonds.. Nil il 2 Nil 
do. 6 per cent. Bond. Nil Nil 91 — Nil 
Mexican Light Common .. ee Ni Nil 1 — Nil 
do. Pref. "T ee Ni Nil 13 —B} Nil 
do. lst Bonds. ee Nil Nil 683 — Nil 
MANUFACTURING COMPANIES, 
Baboock & Wiloox .. ee e 15 15 9i — ‘618 8 
British Aluminium Ord, .. « 10 10 17/- — 3d. 1115 4 
British Insulated Ord. .. ... 124 165 1 — 9 6 10 
Oallenders T T ee 25 15 1 — 10 18 2 
n Pref, ee eo m 63 63 17/6 -— 3 8 7 
Castner. Kellner ee ee ee 20 17 2i = 712 9 
Crompton Ord. oe ee ee 10 10 18,9 == 14 11 0 
Edison-Swan ra ee ee 10 10 10. —?d. — 
do. do. 6 percent. Deb, .. 6 5 70 — 7 210 
Electrio Construction oe ee 10 10 2 — d 19 8 
English Electric ee ee eo — 8 18 / — 10 19 
Do. Pref. ee eo aey 6 14/- — 8 ll 
Gen. Elec. Pref.  .. oe «„ 69 64 18,0 — 7 2 
do. Ord. ee ee ee 10 10 Lis vari Å *8 8 
Henley .. ee ee ee 36 15 lj; T 


a” 

= 

e 6 

o» an 
ten GO Gern 


MARKET QUOTATIONS. 


It should be remembered, in making use of the figures appearing 
in the following list, that in some cases the prices are only general , 
and they may vary according to quantities and other cirocumstancer. 


Tuesday, February 22nd. 


Latest 
CHEMICALS, &0. Price. Ino, or Deo. 
a Acid, Oxalio ,., "M Me eee per lb. 11 8d. dec. 
a Ammoniac Sal Jit e .. per ton 810) £ 0 dec. 
a Ammonia, Muriate (large crystal) " 418 £9 dec. 
a Bisulphide of Carbon jos E " wee — 
a Borax oes eos [III eve eee 97 £88 eee 
a Copper Sulphate . PA X ís £35 £3 dec 
a Potash, Chiorate . A. 4. per ib. 7d. 4d. dec 
a [T] Perchlorate "€ des [T] 10d. 2d. dec. 
a Shellac ,.. dos zu bet we Per owt. £16 10s. dec. 
a Bulphate of Magnesia T . per ton 816 £2 dec. 
a Sulphur, Sublimed Flowers 988 " 222 £4 dee. 
e 97 Lump LIII eee m $9 £18 aoe 
a Soda, Chlorate die viv .. per ib. 44d. id. dee. 
a „ Crystals e): 00. . per fon 47 gus 
a Sodium Bichromate, casks Der lb. M- s 
METALS, &c. 

p Babbitt's Metal Ingots  ... .. per ton 4695 to £800 ex 
c Brass (rolled metal 2“ to 19" basis) per lb. 1703 n 
c „ Tubes (solid drawn)... A ü 1723 vo 1,23 id. dec. 
c 97 Wire, basis voc TIO I IL 1/0 4 eee 
c Copper Tubes (solid drawn) „ " 1/41 jd. dec. 
c „ Bars (best selected) .. per ton £12u £1 dec 
c 99 Bheet ove eee [III II os £120 ti dec, 
c LL] Rod oes ove eco eee 99 £120 44 dec 
d » (Electrolytic) Bars wed " £1) £2 ine 
d ji n Sheets " £143 PA 
4 " i N IM nu £1 ine 

IT] ’ Don ire .. per iD, 10} d. inc 
f Ebonite Roo... „ 4 a 

14 Sheet seo ose eve ee 8/- oco 
n German Silver Wire mae a " 2/9 " 
h Gutta-percha, tine ... A MA 75 14/- to 16 / or 
A India-rubber, Para fine  ... bak h l tàd. 3d. dec. 
i Iron Pig (Cleveland Warrants) ., per ton Nom, bs 

» Wire, galv. No. 8, P.O. qual, " | £50 T 

g Lead, English Pig eco ooo D 99 £20 158. 65 / dea. 
g Mercury ... gg. „ per bot. £12 10 to £12 15 EN 
e Mica (in original cases) small .. per ib. 6d. to 4/6 ie 
€ » " » medium., "n 5 / to 10/- 
€ n T "o, large Mm " 12/6 vo 25/- & up 852 
p Phosphor Bronze, plain castings $i | 1/5 to 1/10 ld. dec. 
p " „ rolled bars and rods " | 2/1 vo 2/7 ld. dec. 
Pon „ rolled strip & sheet T 9/1 to 2/8 ld. dec. 
d 8ilicium Bronze Wire . ... .. per lb. 1/4 siy 
r Steel, Magnet, in barg. M i 178 a 
n Tin, Block (English) zu e. per ton £165 to £106 £8 inc. 
n „ Wire, Nos. 1 to 16 „ wee Per lb. 4/5 - 
p White Anti-friction Metals .. per ton 878 to £900 K 


Quotations supplied by— 
g James & Shakespeare 
: h Edward Till & Oo, i 
i Boiling & Lowe. 


a G. Boor & Co. 
c Thos. Bolton & Sons, Ltd, 
d Frederick Smith & Co, 
e F. Wiggins & Sons. | Riobard Johnson & Nephew, Ltd 
f India-Kubber, Gutta-Percha and n P. Ormiston & Sons, 
Telegraph Works Co., Ltd, p ———— 
r W. F, Dennis & Co, 


Mersey Railway Co.—The report for 1920 states that the 
total amount available for payment of interest is 448, 815, 
which has been applied as follows: Interest on new first 
perpetual debenture stock £20,775, interest at 4 per cent. 
on the 1560 debenture stock; 3 per cent. on the 1871; 3 per 
cent. on the 155243-5 stock; and 14 per cent. on the “B” 
debenture stock; leaving £58 to carry forward. ‘The directors 
have applied to the Ministry of ‘Transport for the exclusion 
of the railway from the Government grouping scheme. 


Tasmanian Zinc Works.—Press reports to hand show 
that it was decided to cease production on December 3lst 
last at the Electrolytic Zinc Co.’s works at Risdon (Tas- 
mania) but constructional work on the plant was to be con- 
tinued. Severe dislocation of trade and industry with the 
heavy fall in metal prices led the company to this decision. 


Clyde Valley Electrical Power.—Final dividend on the 
ordinary shares at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum for 
the half-year, making 74 per cent. for the year. For 1919 a 
dividend of 5 per cent. was paid. 

Chelsea Electricity Supply Co., Ltd.—Dividend of 7 per 


cent. per annum on the ordinary shares for the half-year, 
making 6 per cent. for the year. 


North London Railway Co.—Net 
£160,234, against £165,143 in 1919. 
solidated stock 5} per cent. 

Telegraph Construction & Maintenance Co., Ltd.—Fur- 
ther dividend of 74 per cent. announced. 


Mather & Platt, Ltd.—Total dividend on the ordinary 
shares for 1920 at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum, free 
of tax. 


Crossley Bros., Ltd.—Final dividend on the preference 
shares is announced, but no further distribution on the 
ordinary, which received an interim dividend of 3 per cent. 
for the first half. £51,161 carried forward. 


receipts for 1920 
Dividend on con- 
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THE BROWN-BOVERI MERCURY ARC 
RECTIFIER FOR LARGE OUTPU 


— — — — — 


Bv R. L. MORRISON, A. M. I. E. E. 


( Concluded from page 219.) 


Short Circuits.—Though short circuits inside the rectifiers 
are now very rare, it is interesting to know of the difficulties 


that were experienced in this respect, 
and the steps taken to eliminate them. 
It was at first found that there was the 
liability of short circuits occurring if the 
pressure was raised above 220 volts, and 
for some ‘time all the efforts that were 
made to ovcrcome this tendency proved 
futile. However, after careful an 
longed investigation a design was gradu- 
ally evolved in which it has been proved 
by years of experience that the risk of 
short circuits is almost negligible. ‘The 
main causes that were found to be re- 
sponsible for these occurrences were— 
conflensed mercury running down the 
surface of the anodes, the effect of ultra 
violet rays, contact between the anodes 
and the negative flame already referred 
to, insufficient vacuum, and continuous 
abnormal overloading.* 

The effects of the first three have been 
so far eliminated. that the possibility of 


anything of this nature occurring 1s no 
more than what might be expected in any 
other form of electrical plant. The 


fourth — point—insufficient . vacuum—has 
been largely met by the provision of a 
very satisfactory type of air pump which 
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ensures that the user is fullv safeguarded in this respect. 


Furthermore, it is to his interest to keep the vacuum at a 
higher level because not only does it improve the overload 


capacity of the rectifier, but it reduces the drop in the arc, 


and hence improves the efficiency. 


Dealing now 


with continuous abnormal overloading—the 


extent to which one can go is governed by the limiting 
temperature permissible at the anodes, in the same manner 
that temperature rise fixes the overload capacity of any type 


of machine. 
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exceed the safe working limit, the valve 
action would cease. The current would 
then flow in both directions, this con- 
stituting a short circuit. In practice, 
such contingenċies are fully covered by 
the provision of suitable protective gear. 

Hating.—From what has already been 
said it will have been gathered that the 
rating of a rectifier must be governed 
by the current-carrying capacity of its 
anodes, and it is on this basis that three 
sizes have been standardised for dealing 
with 300, 600, and 1,000 amperes normal 
continuous rating (fig. 9). The same 
design can be used for any pressure up 
to 750 volts, and with small modifica- 
tions up to 1,500 volts, while tests in- 
dicate that 3,000 or even 5,000 volts is 
not impossible with perfect safety—in 
fact the problem is much easier of solu- 
tion with the rectifier than with the 
rotary converter. 

With these higher pressures , it is 
necessarv to reduce the current rating 
somewhat, and to space the «anodes 
rather further apart. The reason for 
the current being reduced is not very 
definitely known, for though a greater 
pressure drop in the are has to be con- 
tended with, due to increasing the dis- 
tance between the anodes, vet it is be- 
iieved that the physical features of the 
are play a more important part than is 
at first apparent. It will be realised 
that the potential difference between 
opposing anodes may be nearly double 
the working pressure, and as this is in- 
creased, the tendency to '' back firing,” 
as it is called, is also increased, and 
means must be adopted to keep such 
tendencies within limits. This * back 
firing " is probably due to the over- 
crowding of the molecules when exces- 
sive currents are handled. As the poten- 
tial difference is increased, a point mav 
be reached when some of the unionised 
gas particles are driven from their path 
and come near enough to the opposing 
anodes to be attracted to the positive 
ions coming from that anode. The re- 
sultinz impact splits up the particles, 
and if the newly formed positive ions 
take the wrong path and come into 
contact with the opposing anode, 
cathode spots will be started on that 
anode. These spots will throw out elec- 
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trons which split up the neutral particles in the vicinity of the 
anode, thus creating fresh positive ions which travel back to 
the anode and increase the size of the cathode spots. This pro- 
cess would continue until the valve opened and a short-circuit 
would ensue. The simplest way of avoiding such occurrences 
18 to reduce the current rating of the anodes as well as spacing 
them somewhat further apart. 

There is practically no limit to the output that can be 
dealt with by rectifiers by operating two or more cylinders 


Reguluhion Croker 


—ͤ—ęẽ᷑ũ—— ꝶ ew ee wo em 


Au be fori 


Limp ond Sone i | |o LA Toonsformer, 


Tine Tine 2g 


Vas wura E. Set 


Fic. 12.—DIAGRAM OF CONNECTIONS. 


in parallel, with a common transformer or a transformer for 
each cylinder as the conditions dictate. 

Fig. 10 shows a section through a Brown, Boveri rectifier 
with a normal rating of 300 amperes. The arc operates in 
the large lower chamber a between the main anodes c, of 
which there are six, and the cathode D, while the ascending 
vapour is condensed in the narrow upper cylinder B. Coolin 
is provided by water circulating through the jacketing roun 
both sections of the rectifier as well as through the cathode 
base and the anode plate, which is the hottest part of the 
rectifer. Ordinary town water is invariably suitable, the 
quantity required being very small, but if there is any doubt 
as to its purity it is advisable to utilise a separate recooling 
system consisting of a number of radiator coolers through 
which the water is circulated, either on the thermo-siphon 
principle or by means of a 4-h.p. centrifugal pump. If, how- 
ever, one pole of the system is earthed or the pressure exceeds 
600 volts, the recooling arrangement must in any case be 
provided to eliminate as far as possible the effects of elec- 
trolysis. 

The main anodes are completely encased by specially de- 
signed leading-in insulators and steel arc guides. The arc 
is thus confined to a well-defined path, and the possibility of 
direct short-circuits across the intervening space between the 
anodes is eliminated. "These arc guides terminate in a cylin- 
drical steel dish placed immediately above the cathode. The 
anodes, which are of special close-grained iron, are rounded 
and highly polished to remove all ridges or particles of metal 
from the surface, as irregularities of this nature would tend 
to produce short circuits. 

The larger rectifiers for dealing with 600 and 1,000 amperes 
are depicted in fig. ll. The design is generally similar to 
that already described except that the main anodes are water 


cooled by means of the radiator coolers m. With the smaller 
cylinders the heat generated at the anodes can quite easily 
be dissipated through the leading-in insulators to the water 
cooled anode plate, and by radiation to the interior of the 
cylinders. 

The arc is started by the ignition anode J which is con- 
nected to the iron core of the solenoid L by a long rod passing 
down the centre of the cylinder. The ignition current is 
provided by & &mall 110-volt converter. The connections are 
so arranged that, when the ignition push button switch is 
closed, the solenoid is energised and the ignition anode, which 
is normally about 10 mm. above the surface of the mercury, 
is drawn down against the pressure of a spring until it 
touches the mercury. The current then flows through the 
rod to the mercury—thereby short-circuiting the solenoid coil, 
thus allowing the spring to push the core upwards, which 
again separates the ignition anode from the mercury. A 
small arc is started at the point of rupture, and within a 
second or so sufficient vapour is formed to start the main 
arc working. The whole operation is extremely simple, and 
rectifiers that are in continual use can often be started up 
and paralleled on to the bus bars within a few seconds. 

Parallel Operation and Regulation.—Reference has already 
been made to rectifier units operating in parallel to obtain 
higher outputs than are afforded by single cylinders. ' To 
enable this to be done in cases where a single transformer 
supplies several units, six-phase anode reactance coils are 
placed in the anode circuits, these coils also serving to ensure 
correct parallel operation with converters of other types. By 
variously connecting the windings any desired inherent regula- 
tion can be given. In some instances each rectifier cylinder 
is provided with its own transforiner, and under such circum- 
stances anode coils can be generally dispensed with. 

The direct current voltage is controlled either by step-by-step 
regulation from the primary side of the transformer or by 
an induction regulator hand or automatically operated. The 
arrangement with the induction regulator is decidedly prefer- 
able for lighting supplies, as the voltage can be varied smoothly 
and to any extent, and when automatically controlled it is 
possible to leave the sub-station largely unattended, thus 
effecting a considerable saving in the matter of attendance. 
For the case of traction supplies, and where the question of 
regulation is not of primary importance, the rectifier can be 
given a shunt characteristic with a 4-5 per cent. rise of pres- 
sure with falling load, by the use of a specially designed 
regulation reactance coil connected in the neutral of the main 
transformer. An equipment arranged in this manner is very 
simple and easily operated. 
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Fia. 13.—COMPARATIVE EFFICIENCIES OF RECTIFIERS, ROTARY 
CONVERTERS, AND MOTOR-GENERATORS. 


A typical diagram of connections showing all the auxiliary 
gear usually employed is given in fig. 12, the details of which 
are self-explanatory. 

Ezcitation.—When working at low loads of about one-fifth 
normal load and below the arc has a tendency to become 
unstable, and would probably in many instances be extin- 
guished. To obviate this, separate excitation in the form 
of a small auxiliary arc is provided. This arc is fed by a 
5 exciting transformer connected through a choker 
and resistance to the two small anodes a seen in fig. ll. 
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With highly i l loads such as traction, rolling mills. 
&c., the excitation is kept permanently in circuit; the con- 
sumption represented is less than 4 kW per cylinder. 
Vacuum.—One of the most important items of auxiliary 
ear provided with large rectifiers is the vacuum pump set 
or maintaining the high degree of vacuum essential to satis- 
factory operation. The vacuum required under normal con- 
ditions is about 0.01 mm. Hg. The drop in the arc, and 
hence the efficiency, is directly proportiona! to the vacuum 
which reaches a very high figure (in some cases as much as 
0.005 mm. Hg) after the plants have been in operation for 
some time. These conditions are brought about by a highly 
efficient two-stage mercury air pump consuming about 1 kW 
when in use. The vacuum is measured by a very accurate 
and reliable form of gauge which is calibrated to give direct 
readings of the vacuum. With this gauge distinct readings 
of pressure differences as small as IX l e mm. Hg. can be 
made. The gauge is mounted in an iron pillar to prevent 
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better vacuum that would obtain. In this respect it might 
be said that the value of a rectifier appreciates instead of de- 
preciating as with other converters. 

For the higher traction voltages of 1,500 and upwards now 
coming into use, very high over-all rectifier efficiencies can 
be given. A curve for a 1,500-kW unit at this pressure is 
also indicated. In general the power factor varies between 
90 and 97 per cent. 

General.—In many respects the mercury arc rectifier is 
decidedly superior to all other forms of converting plant. In 
the matter of efficiency there is no question of its superiority, 
except perhaps at low direct current pressures. It is entirely 
reliable in operation under all conditions, and requires no 
highly skilled attention. In this connection it might be said 
that automatic operation by remote control will probabiy be 
possible in the near future. 

As regards weight—it is less than half that of a rotary 
converter of the same output at 550 volts, while the floor 
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Fra. 14.— Tvpricar, LAY-OUT OF SINGLE-CYLINDER RECTIFIER, TRANSFORMER AND SWITCHGEAR. 


breakage. If desired, the rectifiers can be provided with 
electrical vacuum indicators, the voltmeter portion of which 
is calibrated to give direct readings of the vacuum, and can 
be mounted in any convenient position, such as on the 
switchboard. 

Efficiency and Power Factor.—It has already been shown 
that the efficiency of a rectifier remains constant at all loads. 
To obtain the over-all efficiency, however, account must be 
taken of the losses occurring in the main transformer and 
auxiliary gear. Curves have been plotted for various sizes of 
units in fig. 13, and for purposes of comparison those applic- 
able to rotary converters of equivalent output are also included. 
It will be seen that the over-all rectifier efficiencies remain 


practically steady down to nearly 4 load when the constant 


losses, such as the transformer iron loss, begin to be felt 
and the curves commence to fall. The results are, on the 
whole, a good deal better than those obtained with the rotary 


converter, and would improve in course of time, due to the 


space required is in general a good deal less. There are no 
running parts, and in consequence little or no wear, this 
particularly applying to the rectifiers themselves. Due to 
the anodes and mercury operating in a high vacuum no 
oxidisation occurs, and for spares the makers merely recom- 
mend stocking a few insulators and fuse elements. 

No converter is so capable of handling highly fluctuating 
loads as the rectifier. It is insensible to short circuits of 
short duration, but prolonged ones must naturally be cleared 
bv suitable protective gear. 

Frequency has no bearing on its output or operation, and 
has only to be taken account of in the design of the trans- 
former and auxiliary gear. It is thus possible to couple 
rectifiers in parallel when supplied with current at different 
frequencies. 

In operation the rectifier proper is noiseless, and sub-sta- 
tions can with impunity be erected in crowded areas without 
the locality being aware of the existence of converting plant 
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in their midst. To illustrate the possibilities in this respect 
it might be stated that one set at present on order will prob- 
ably placed in the basement immediately below the supply 
company's show-room. 

For high-pressure direct-current traction there is no doubt 
the rectifier will find an extensive field of application. Several 
sets have already been installed on the Continent for this 
class of work at 1,100 and 1,900 volts, and others are in 
prospect, while pressures up to 3,000 volts will eventually be 
dealt with. 

The lay-out of rectifer plants is a very simple matter. In 
fig. 14 is depicted one for a small set to be installed in this 
country. It will be noticed that no special foundations are 
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provided, the only requirement in this respect being that 
the floor should be level and strong enough to e the 
weight of the plant. In this respect alone, apart from all 
other considerations, the saving effected is quite appreciable, 
and when a new sub-station is required a much lighter design 
can be adopted than would be the case if a rotary converter 
was under consideration. » 

Up to the end of 1920 the total number of rectifier sets 
either installed or on order was 134, the aggregate output of 
which is 53,000 kW. Having regard to the comparatively 
short time the Brown, Boveri rectifier has been commercially 
manufactured, the manner in which it has been taken up 
is very gratifying, especially when one considers the large 
amount of spade-work that had to be done. 

In conclusion, the author desires to express his thanks to 
Messrs. Brown, Boveri & Co., Ltd., and Power-Rectifiers, 
Ltd., for giving him the facilities and materials upon which 
this article has been based. 


THE SEVERN BARRAGE SCHEME. 


On February 10th and llth a joint meeting was held in 
Birmingham of the INSTITUTIONS OF Civi, ENGINEERS, ELEC- 
TRICAL ENGINEERS and MECHANICAL ENGINEERS to discuss the 
Severn Barrage scheme, and particularly the third interim 
report of the Water-power Resources Committee. A large 
gathering attended both meetings. The chair was occupied by 
Mr. J. D. Watson, M.Inst.C. E. (President of the Birmingham 
Association of the Institution of Civil Engineers), who was 
accompanied by Mr. F. Forrest, M.I.E.E. (chairman of the 
South Midland Centre of the Institution of Electrical En- 
gineers), and Sir Gerald Muntz (representing the Institution 
of Mechanical Engineers). In introducing the subject, Mr. 
Watson said the Severn Barrage scheme had been thrust upon 
the public by a fanfare of trumpets in a manner suggesting 
political stage management; the subject was intensely interest- 
ing, the more so perhaps because it was fraught with many 
difficulties. 

The discussion was opened by Mr. R. A. CHATTOCK, 
M.I.E.E. (chief electrical engineer to the City of Birmingham), 
who summarised the particulars which had been published 
by the Ministry of Transport and the Water Power Resources 


Committee, and then went on to discuss the financial possi- 
bilities of the scheme. The Ministry of Transport scheme 
mentioned one million h.p. with an average of half a million 
h.p. over a 10-hour day. The Water Power Resources Com- 
mittee mentioned an average of 260,000 kW over a 10-hour 
day, and he took the latter figure as a basis for calculation. 
The average efficiency of the Ministry of Transport scheme 
would be about 63 per cent. from the brake-horse-power on 
the barrage turbine shafts to the overhead transmission lines. 
Working back from this, it was obvious that the capacity 
of the generators at the barrage should be 476,000 kW. 
Taking this figure as a basis, he had estimated that ‘the cost 
of the necessary electrical machinery would be £17,707,000. 
This was far too high; he therefore put forward a suggestion 
to use constant-current d.c. generators in place of constant- 
potential generators, and to run them in series on the Thury 
system. ‘The average efficiency of this scheme would be 
about 62 per cent. from the barrage turbine shaíts to the 
transmission lines, and the scheme would require a generator 
capacity at the barrage of 456,000 kW. ‘The cost of the 
electric plant, exclusive of foundations, buildings, &c., in 
this case, would be, he estimated, £11,998,000. Mr. Chattock 
also estimated that on the basis of electrical machinery only 
energy would cost on the Ministry of Transport scheme 0.544d. 
per unit, and on his suggested scheme 0.369d. per unit. It 
appeared probable that the cost of other sections of the work 
would be far heavier than the cost of the electrical equipment, 
and in order that the whole question might be properly gone 
into, he welcomed the suggestion of the Water Power Re- 
sources Committee that the Board of Trade should appoint 
a Special Committee of Inquiry to undertake the necessary 
investigations. 

Prof. F. C. Lea, D.Sc., M.Inst.C.E., discussed in detail 
with the aid of diagrams the complex tidal variations which 
occurred in the Severn, and described the geological features 
of the site. In his opinion, before decisions were made it 
was necessary that careful hydrographic surveys and records 
should be made, particular attention being given to the pro- 
blem of silting, and that the geology of the district should be 
carefully examined. Data were required concerning the daily 
and the 14-day variations of the tide, and if a reservoir was 
decided on, its proposed capacity should be considered in 
relation to both these tidal variations, which were by no 
means constant. 'The turbines should be capable of working 
efficiently at heads varying from 6 to 36 feet. The whole 
scheme was worthy of ‘consideration, but in view of the large 
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Fic. 16.—300-kW, 600-V RECTIFIER AND SWITCHGEAR AT 
ASNIERES (PARIS). 


capital expenditure which would be involved, and the pos- 
sible cost of removing silt, and loss to vested interests, the 
scheme should be thoroughly examined before any policy was 
decided upon. i 

Mr. J. W. TwiNBERROW, M.Inst.C.E., after outlining the 
history of tidal power utilisation, and particularly proposals 
relating to the Severn, described the scheme which he had sub- 
mitted to the W.P.R. Committee. Referring to the scheme 
which had recently been published by the Ministry of Trans- 
port, he said that on February 2th, 1920, he and his colla- 
borators were advised by the chairman and secretary of the 
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Water Power Resources Committee that the Ministry of 
Transport, having seen their interim report, was asking to be 
supplied with a copy of their evidence; they also suggested 
that they should attend a conference with the committee and 
the Ministry of Transport. On February 28th they agreed to 
both suggestions. On March llth, 1920, they attended the 
conference, the Ministry of Transport being represented by 
Sir Philip Nash and Sir Alexander Gibb. Their projects were 
then explained, and another meeting with the Ministry's en- 
gineers was fixed for March 19th, 1920, at which their pro- 
posals were further explained. The meeting ended with a 
discussion of the next steps to be taken. Their opinion, as 
already explained to the Water Power Resources Committee, 
was that further elaboration of designs and details was super- 
fluous in view of what they had already done, but that :— 

l. The geology of the Severn Tunnel and Beachley sites 
required careful expert investigation supplemented by borings 
or trial holes. 

2. Tidal gauges should be set up at both spots and con- 
tinuous records kept thenceforward. 

3. Samples of the water should be taken from all points 
of the estuary and at all states of the tides with a view to 
ascertaining the quantity of silt in suspension and its rate 
of deposition. Also that the probable action of the silt on 


the runners of the turbines should be investigated. 


Mi 
A = | 
d» aua diam x 


- 


LCS 4*2 Hu! 
nut , 4 


— 


a — —"— s -a 


"€. »^ 

4 — 
— ° ——— | Y 
— 


e - 
—— ae 


~ rn 
— ene 


Me - | — 
A 2 * “hs RG — 


blem. The dam could no doubt be utilised to carry a road 
and railway across the river, but the economy of this seemed 
likely to be largely counterbalanced by the extra cost of con- 
structing a dam to serve the double purpose. He thought 
all would agree in deprecating the manner in which the 
scheme had been introduced to the public by the Ministry of 
Transport without any engineering evidence of its practic- 
ability. 

Mr. F. W. Macautey, M.Inst.C.E., referring to the proposed 
dam for the reservoir up the Wye valley, said that the proposed 
site was in a limestone formation. He did not think that 
any engineer would take the responsibility of impounding 
water, especially brackish water, on a limestone formation. 
Mr. inberrow had foreseen this, and had said that it was 
suggested to make the reservoir of the lined tvpe; that was 
an infinitely more expensive method of construction. A very 
great amount of careful investigation was absolutely neces- 
sary before it could be said that the barrage and the reservoir 
were feasible. 

r. F. H. COOH. M.I.E.E., said that with the assumptions 
he had made, a rough estimate of the cost of machinerv, 
switchgear, and transmission lines came to about £20,000,000, 
and he had assumed that the capital charges on this money 
should be taken as 15 per cent. (based on 15 years’ life), so 
that the annual capital charges would be £3,000,000, and if 


3 n E! PA m m PTT n n S Pals < sae 
p koei 3 "s ~ 1 7 d "s - At 1 
r e eee PES Hi ee eU TOR Erde 

> 7 " — " 1 is 
* im « p 2 AS 23 ed E MGE ^ T eek * i 


A SEVERN BARRAGE SCHEME OF 1843. 


The idea of damming the Severn is at least a century old. About 1818 the Gioucester and Berkeley Canal Co., being unable to 
raise capital to complete the canal, requested the Government to advance the necessary funds. Telford was instructed to examine 
the scheme, and on the strength of his report the Government provided the money, appointing him as engineer to see that it was 
properly expended. There is a tradition that whilst he was engaged on this work he proposed to erect a barrage at Beachley; but 
no details have been left on record. About 1843 Mr. Fuljames, an architect and county surveyor, took up the matter, and prepared 
the water-colour drawing which, thanks to the courtesy of Mr. Cullis, engineer, Gloucester Dock Co., and Mr. Addenbrooke, we are 
enabled to reproduce; it will be seen that it comprises all the features of the latest proposals except, of course, the installation of 
turbines. Evidently the scheme was too expensive, for Mr. Fuljames applied to the Admiralty in 1845 for permission to carry a 
high-level bridge across the estuary at the same place; Mr. Walker, a leading civil engineer, reported on the scheme, and permis- 


i Institution of Civil Engineers. 


4. A geographical survey: should be made of the highlands 
within a large radius in order to establish beyond doubt 
whether better sites for reservoirs existed than those they 
had chosen near Tintern, or not. 

5. The vested interests in the neighbourhood should be 
ascertained, and the probable effect on them of the altered 
régime of the river should be carefully investigated. 

6. The question of high-pressure generators and transfor- 
mers working in the particularly humid atmosphere of the 
estuary should receive attention. 

7. A fresh survey of the estuary should be made. 

Mr. H. P. Raikes, M. Inst. C. E., said that as a civil engineer, 
who had for many years had occasion to study the tidal 
currents of the Bristol Channel, he could not too strongly 
emphasise the need for further investigation. About 14 years 
were occupied in driving the Severn tunnel, when immense 
difficulties were encountered owing to the great springs met 
with. If it was only found economical to draw off the water 
down to about half-tide level or ordnance datum. then the 
sliting-up of the estuary might become a very difficult pro- 


sion was granted, but nothing came of it. Mr. Fuljames's petition and Mr. Walker's report have been found in the archives of the 


this was based on a continuous output throughout the 24 
hours of 150,000 kW the price per unit due to this capital 
charge would be 0.67d.. The civil engineering he had only 
guessed at, and put down the figure of £10,000,000. Allowing 
a capital charge of 7} per cent., based on 50 years’ life, the 
cost per unit would be 0.17d. for 150,000 kW load, and pro- 
portionately higher for smaller loads. The capital charges on 
the machinery, which formed the bigger figure, would remain 
approximately constant whatever the load, being proportionate 
to the amount of load developed, and if the machinery cost, 
as would seem to be the case in this scheme, was the greater 
cost, then it would seem possible, if the barrage were built, 
to develop the more expensive part of the scheme graduallv 


'as the demand warranted it, or as money could be obtained. 


In this respect the scheme differed. from many water-power 
schemes where the whole eanital expenditure must be in- 
curred before any power could be delivered. In speaking of 
the technical side af the scheme, Mr. Clough referred to the 
tidal irregularities in the Severn, and suggesfed that these 
might be due to a resonance effect. It was important, 
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therefore, to inquire whether this effect would be materially 
modified by the barrage, as this might have an important 
bearing on the calculated performance of the machinery 
which it was proposed to install. 

The proceedings on the second evening of the discussion 
were opened by Mr. G. L. ApbENBROOKE, M.I.E.E. In deal- 
ing with the history of the Severn scheme, he said the public 
were chiefly acquainted. with the project through the proposals 
which. were blazoned forth at the end of last November by 
the ‘Transport Ministry, and in a less degree, and within a 
much more restricted circle, by the third interim report on 
Tidal Power by the Water Power Resources Committee, which 
was dated December Ist, 1020, but was not actually issued 
until two or three weeks later. The committee was appointed 
by the Board of Trade on June 30th, 1915, and Sir John F. C. 
Snell was chairman. It was desirable to remark that Sir John 
Snell was appointed chairman in his private capacity, and 
had remained chairman in that capacity since. He was ap- 
pointed Chief Electricity Commissioner some six months later, 
but this was, so to speak, an accidental circumstance. The 
committee consisted originally of about 15 members. Five 
members were added later when the Government decided to 
include the question of water supply, as well as power supply, 
within the terms of reference. The first hearing before the 
committee was held on December 5th, 1915. It was impossible 
to deal with all the evidence at one hearing, and the matter 
was adjourned until May 29th, 1919. ‘Iwo days later he and 
his colleagues received à letter from the secretary, stating 
that they had made out a prima facie case, but asking for 
certain further fundamental data to enable the committee to 
carry out independent calculations. A long series of corre- 
spondence and interviews with the secretary, and an interview 
with Prof, Gibson, extending over some months, followed this 
communication. On February 24th, 1920, they received a 
letter from Sir John Snell asking permission to place all their 
evidence at the disposal of the Transport Ministry. A Con- 
lerence of the W.P.R. Committee and representatives of the 
Transport Ministry took place on March lith, 1920, and was 
adjourned at Sir Alex. Gibb's suggestion to discuss matters 
further with him privately, the adjourned meeting taking 
place about a week later. Beyond the forwarding of a geolo- 
gical report, only two or three unofficial interviews took place 
between Mr. Addenbrooke and the Ministry of ‘Transport 
during the next nine months, when, without a word of warn- 
ing, the Ministry launched the now familiar proposal in the 
newspapers. More could be said on this disagreeable part 
of the subject, and what he said he had said with reluctance, 
believing it in the interests of the engineering profession that 
the facts should, at any rate so far, be publicly known. He 
did not think it was wrong to assume that should such pro- 
cedure be repeated by Government departments, the confidence 
of independent engineers in placing proposals before them. 
either on their own behalf or on that of clients, would receive 
a rude shock. On behalf of himself and his committee, Sir 
John Snell authorised The Electrician a short time since to 
state that neither he nor his committee had any part in those 
proceedings. He thought it was due to Sir John and to the 
committee to take this opportunity of publicly thanking them 
for the patience and care with which they had investigated 
the somewhat novel proposals which were put before them, 
and to point out to the engineering profession, what an 
advantage it would be if there were some private tribunal 
of a more permanent character, before which engineers could 
place proposals connected with public utilities before incurring 
the vast expense and uncertainty of putting the matter to 
the test by private Bill. After outlining the scheme and 
giving extracts from a report to him by Prof. W. C. Unwin, 
Mr. Addenbrooke said that further inquiries, Parliamentary 
procedure, and the raising of the necessary finance, would 
almost certainly make it impossible that the first sod could 
he turned under four years. It would take at least another 
two vears to get in the foundations of the barrage. and to get 
it up to a point where the final specification of the exact 
method to be used for electric generation need be absolutely 
settled. While, therefore, practical methods were available 
now there were six years at least in which these matters could 
receive further consideration. 

Mr. N. B. RosHER, M. I. E. E., dealt with the problem of 
transmission to Birmingham, a distance of approximately 70 
miles. If this could be shown to be economical, then the 
remaining transmission lines certainly would be so, as they 
were all very much shorter. The problem was how best to 
transmit a maximum load of 100,000 kW from the Severn 
barrage to the Birmingham district. On the question of 
cost, the advantage was heavily in favour of overhead trans- 
mission. The cost of a svstem of buried cables would be 
approximately four times that of an overhead system for the 
same section of copper. He suggested that two double-circuit 
lines should start from the generating station and be carried 
either together or preferably at a distance of several miles 
apart to two separate sub-stations, ut points convenient for 


feeding into the svstems in and around Birmingham and. 


district. Supply could be given to towns and large consumers 
en route. Each circuit would transmit 25,000. kW. or 50.000 
kW ner tower line. The conductors would he spaced at 6-foot 
centres, three on either side of the tower. The towers would 
he steel structures approximately 65 feet high. and spaced 
ten to the mile or 525 feet apart. The clear height of the 
lowest conductor above the ground would be about 22 feet. 


At intervals of 20 to 25 miles switchgear would be provided 
so that in the event of a breakdown occurring on one circuit, 
the other circuit could take the load until repairs had been 
ellected in the faulty circuit. There would also be changeover 
switchgear at both the generating und the receiving end. At 
present-day prices the advantage was with copper as against 
aluminium, and therefore a copper line had been assumed in 
his caleulations. The load factor had been assumed to be 
40 per cent. The total cost of two transmission lines capable 
of transmitting 100,000 kW a distance of 70 miles, and inciud- 
ing two sub-stations with switchgear, step-down transformers, 
and induction regulators, he estimated at £1,000,000. Allowing 
interest at 7 per cent. and depreciation at 5 per cent., the 
capital charges amounted to £120,000. The units transmitted 
to Birmingham would amount to 350.400, 00 per annum, 
therefore the capital charges per unit would be U.081d. The 
units lost in the transmission line would be 35,000,000; assum- 
ing a generating cost of 4d. per unit, this amounted to 0.05d. 
per unit. The total charges were, therefore, 0.131d. per unit, 
which had to be added to the assumed generating cost of 4d. 
per unit, making the price delivered into the Birmingham 
mains 0.631d. per unit. An addition of 0.16d. per unit should 
be made to cover the cost of distribution and supply to local 
consumers; the selling price would, therefore, be U.791d. per 
unit, or, say, C. Sd. per unit. As the present average price of 
electricity sold in Birmingham and district was 2d. per unit, 
it would appear that from the figures given above the trans- 
mission of energy from the Severn barrage was justified. 

Prof. F. W. BunsTALL, M.A., M. Inst. C. E., dealt with the 
generation. of power from fuel, pointing out that it might be 
possible to generate power on a sinall scale at a cost very little 
higher than the wholesale production, and in that case any 
transmission system would involve not inerely lost power but 
interest and depreciation. It was possible to obtain a h.p.- 
hour from a Diesel motor for something under 0.4 lb. of 
oil; taking oil at £10 per ton, that was 0.43d. per b.h.p.-hour. 
With the Crossley cold-starting solid-injection engine it was 
possible to get a consumption of 0.425 lb. per b.h.p.-hour, or 
a fuel cost of 0.45d. The gas engine using a solid fuel was 
under a very serious cloud, but there was running in Belgium 
an engine of more than 6,000 h.p. in four cylinders, so that 
the problem was not impossible. Speaking generally, the 
suction producer would give a b.h.p.-hour for about 13,000 
B.th.u., or about 1 lb. of anthracite coal; at £3 per ton this 
represented a cost of 0.33d. He had during the past two 
years been making a considerable number of experiments in 
which Messrs. Crossley Bros., of Manchester, had greatly 
assisted him, towards solving the problem of increased econo- 
my by regeneration—storing up the heat of the exhaust 
in a chamber, and passing through this chamber the incoming 
air and steam to the producer, while the other half of the 
regenerator was being heated by the exhaust gases. Working 
in this manner he had been able to obtain a b.h.p.-hour for 
0.7 Ib. of coal put into the producer, a result which he thought 
was unequalled in the development of the heat engine. It 
would be deplorable if enormous sums of money were ex- 
pended on schemes for the production of cheap power, and 
then it was discovered that still cheaper power could be 
obtained. . 

Mr. W. WII. Lr. XM. Inst. C. E., said that something was to be 
said in favour of constructing a road and railway viaduct first. 
The amount of water run off through the shoots to generate 
a maximum of 1,000,000 h.p. would be very large, and would 
cause a swift current in the comparatively narrow channel; 
this would. render navigation very difficult and very deep 
lock gates would be needed. Possibly a short ship. canal 
round one end of the barrage would be necessary to avoid 
this current. He thought the scheme was on the whole very 
desirable, and if successful would afford a stimulus to industry 
and production. 

Mr. C. M. Saaw. MI. I. E. E., mid that at Worcester some 
25 years ago the Corporation decided to harness the water of 
the Teme. Very great things were expected of the scheme 
in its early days, but they only realised about one-tenth of 
what should have been obtained. Vested interests had pre- 
vented the proper development of the water power. At Wor- 
cester the civil engineering cost might be put at 150 per cent. 
of the electrical section of the undertaking. The pumping 
station was to be situated some miles up the river Wye: 
assuming that the barrage was at or near the confluence of 
the Wve and the Severn, and the Wye was left in its present 
state. a vast quantity of water would have to be pumped. 
and he was inclined to think the result would be a reversal 
of the flow of the Wve at certain states of the tide. 

Mr. H. C. Yorne, A. M. I. E. E., deprecated the whole scheme 
on the ground that the estimated saving of 24 million tons of 
coal per annum did not justify the heavy capital expenditure 
involved in the Severn barrage; it was but a small fraction 
of the 264 million. tons annually raised in. this country. If 
the Government would offer a prize of £1,000.000 to anyone 
who eould show how the over-all efficiency of their coal con- 
sumption could be increased by 2 per cent.. it would be a 
much less costly expenditure than that proposed, and would 
result in a greater saving of coal. 

Prof. W. Cramp, D.Sc., M.LE.E., dealt with the subject 
from the point of view of the consumer. At Walkerburn on 
the Tweed there was a waterfall of 12 feet. which a certain 
firm had been using for about 60 xears past. Recently tha 
scheme had been extended so as to provide for pumping the 
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water in the night hours a height of 1,000 feet to storage, in 
order to double the h.p. capacity of the installation. This 
had cost £100,000; and on this basis he arrived at an outlay 
of £50,000,000 instead of £40,000,000 as an estimate of the cost 
of the Severn barrage scheme. The interest and depreciation 
alone on such a large outlay would be very heavy, and the 
price per unit at which the energy could be sold was not 
much better than 14d. per unit, under the best conditions. 
Was it necessary for the scheme to provide for such large 
storage as would enable the maximum power to be given 
day and night all the year round? It should be possible to 
make arrangements in the large centres of industry, and pos- 
sibly with large individual customers, to install storage 
batteries to give them such energy as they might require 
during the periods when they were not having the full direct 
load, and it might pay the Government to make allowances, 
or even pay for such storage batteries, rather than build 
enormous reservoirs. He did not think the Severn barrage 
would hold water. 

Mr. W. WILSON, M.Sc., A.M.I.E.E., speaking from experi- 
ence of successful hydro-electric schemes in distant parts, said 
he had not known a single hydraulic scheme to be a failure. 
The Severn scheme should be given their most favourable 
consideration from a national point of view. 

Mr. F. J. Morrett, B.A., M.I.E.E.. said that if they were 
going to make an experiment, they should make it on a 
small scale. There were several tidal basins round the coast 
which could be used for the purpose. He instanced a piece 
of land, about 800 acres, which had been reclaimed by a sea 
wall; recently the sea had made a breach in the wall, which 


could be used for the construction of an experimental power 
house. There was 700 b.h.p. available for four working 
periods of 24 hours each per day. The units developed per 
annum would be 150,000,000; the capital cost was £350,000. 
Taking interest and depreciation at 10 per cent., representing 
£35,000, and estimating that 120,000,000 units would be 
utilised, that would amount to a charge of about 0.7d. per unit, 
to which must be added transmission and distribution losses. 
Even with those additions, the energy could still be supplied at 
something like a penny per unit, and that in the South of 
England would be quite a moderate price. 

Dr. GisBERT Kapp said the suggestion had been put forward 
that the idea of a hydro-electric station should not be dis- 
missed merely on the ground of expense, but it was important 
in considering such a station to be clear in their minds of 
certain difficulties. He was, at first, much impressed with 
the idea put forward in favour of the Thury system, but on 
closer consideration he believed the system to be impossible. 

Mr. ADDENBROOKE, in replying on the discussion, said he 
would like to say that as designers they put the whole matter 
before the Water Power Resources Committee for investiga- 
tion. They had not said that the scheme was practicable or 
not, they had simply said that as far as their figures went the 
matter was worth inquiring into further. The report of the 
Water Power Resources Committee showed that practically it 
had taken that view. It was most unfortunate from many 
points of view that the Transport Ministry should have 
dragged this sort of red herring across the trail in almost every 
direction. 


NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS AND PLANT. 


Readers are invited to submit particulars of new or improved devices and apparatus, which will be published 
if consi of sufficient interest. 


A New “ Tricity " Oven. 


Tur BRITISH ELECTRIC TRANSFORMER Co., Lro., 50, Oxford 
Street, W. I. has recently added a new oven to its range 
of apparatus. This oven, which is made in two sizes, is 
illustrated in fig. 1. The construction is of sheet steel with 
cast-iron door, frame, front, sole plate, top, and feet. The 
oven is double-walled and lagged with slag wool. The loading 
of the smaller size is 1,500 watts, while that of the larger 
is 2.000 watts. The controls in the case of the 1,500-watt 


Fia. 1.—A “ Tricity " OVEN. 


size consist of a switch controlling the two upper elements, 
a three-heat switch controlling the other four elements, and 
a Zed fuse all fixed on a cast-iron panel. In the larger 
size two three-heat switches and a fuse are fitted. 

The elements are of the firm's standard '' gilled " type, and 
there are six in the smaller oven and eight in the other. 
Higher loadings can be supplied if required. 


A Universal Current Limiter. 


A universal current limiter, sold by Messrs. MARSHALL AND 
PLumtTrer, 20, High Holborn, W.C. I. consists of a two-pole 
electro-magnet having a balanced centrally pivoted armature 
rocking between the poles. Should an excess current flow the 
armature lifts the flicker switch lever (which is normally 
detached from the armature), thus giving a quick make and 
break. This operation is repeated until the current in the 
lamp circuit falls to its contract value. 

Amongst the advantages claimed for the device (fig. 2) 
are: The same limiter can be used on either d.c. or a.c. 
cireuits; the switch contacts being made of gold-silver alloy 
remain clean in working for an indefinite period. This 
method dispenses with the use of mercury, which has been 


found to be very troublesome for this class of apparatus; the 
instrument can be set to operate at any current between 
.4 and 1 amp., the adjustment being spring controlled and 
regulated by means of a locking screw. e spring bein 
made of nickel silver is non-rusting ; the insulation 1s shellack 

mica, and every instrument is tested for insulation at 500 
volts pressure after manufacture; sealing 1s properly provided 


Fic. 2.—A UNIVERSAL CURRENT LIMITER. 


for at each cover screw, and the limiter is absolutely proof 
against outside tampering or unauthorised interference when 
once fixed; the limiter is very simple and accurate, quite 
sensitive, and will operate with a sinall load increment over 
the pre-determined value. 


Martin's Feedwater Oil Gauge. 


It is often important to be able fo ascertain the amount 
of oil entering a boiler with the feedwater. Whatever method 
is used for doing so, means should be provided whereby it 
would be possible at all times to check the efficiency of the 
system, and judge the result of any adjustment that might 
be made in the working arrangements. It- was to meet the 
above-mentioned conditions that the simple '' gadget " known 
as Martin's feedwater oil gauge was introduced whereby 
the amount of oil mixed up in the feedwater in the finely- 
divided state that forms an emulsion can be accurately 
measured in a few seconds. The device consists of a glass 
tube with a closed bottom of white porcelain; in the centre 
of the latter is a conspicuous black spot, and-on the outside 
of the tube suitable graduations are engraved. When using the 
instrument the feedwater to be tested is poured slowly into 
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the tube while tbe black spot is observed through the liquid; 
as soon as the spot is on the point of becoming invisible, when 
held in a good light, the height of the column of liquid is 
read off on the scale. This gives the number. of grains to 
the gallon, or milligrams to the litre if the decimal. scale 1s 
preferred. The gauges are made in three sizes: A“ indicates 
from 1 to 10 grains; with“ B, which is about double the 
length of A," quantities down to 0.5 grain can be read off, 
and by using size ' C" it is possible to detect as little as 
0.95 grain per gallon. The makers of the gauges are Messrs. 
F. A. PuLLEN & Co., of the Empire Works, Vauxhall, S.E. II. 


The ** Baby Paragon " Switch. 


THE MipLAND Execrric MANUFACTURING Co., Lro., Barford 
Street, Birmingham, has produced, at a very reasonable price, 
a small but strong and efficient l0-amp. switch. The 


'" Baby Paragon " switch (fig. 3) is designed to take the place 
of tumbler switches where these are too weak to stand up 
It is made on sound engineer- 


Fic. 3.— THERE BABY PARAGON " SWITCH. 


mica insulation on to a metal bar. This bar involves no 
risk of distortion which is often found in fibre bars. A 
threaded detachable gland can be employed for conduit sys- 
tems or the switch can be used on ordinary “ flexible ” cir- 
cuits. An interlocking’ arrangement with a side handle 
prevents opening while the switch is in the on " position. 
‘This little switch will be found very useful on cooking, 
heating, and small power circuits. The M.E.M. Co. is 
bringing out a number of variations on this design, both 
double and triple-pole with arrangements for fuses. 


The Lightning " Cooking Oven. 


Ten years ago, Mr. Napier. Prentice invented the ''diving- 
bell " type of oven, and proved its efficiency ; it has since been 
under continual observation, and has demonstrated its relia- 
bility. We recently inspected the latest pattern, which, under 


Fic. 4.—THE " IacurNiNG " OVEN. 


the name of the “ Lightning oven. has been developed by 
ELECTRICAL & ENGINEERING DEvrFLOPMENT, LTD., and can be 
obtained from the manufacturers, Messrs. ELECTRICAL UTILI- 
TIES, LTD., 1 to 3, Shelgate Road, Battersea Rise, S.W. 11. 

As shown in fig. 4, the oven consists of a double-walled 
sheet metal dome (with lagging between the walls), sus- 


pended from a pulley which is carried by a standard attached 
to the metal base, a counterweight being provided so that 
the dome can be raised with ease. Inside the dome is the 
heating element, which consists of a simple spiral of resistance 
wire ‘wound on a frame, as shown in fig. 5, the whole, with 
the switches, being attached to the dome, but readily remov- 
able. The connections are made through a flexible conductor, 
leading to a terminal box on the standard. A lght frame- 
work attached to the. base carries shelves for baking-dishes, 
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Fia. 5.—FRAME AND HEATING ELEMENT. 


&c. This type of oven has the advantage that the heating 
element surrounds the food, and can be run red-hot; when 
the dome is raised, the hot air remains inside it without 
much loss of heat; with three switches, five heats are obtain- 
able; there is little metal to heat up, so that the oven quickly 
attains a cooking temperature; and the efficiency is very high, 
as shown by tests which we reported in our issue of Septem- 
ber 19th, 1913, when Mr. W., H. Alabaster, in Melbourne, 
tested 12 types of oven, and found that an oven of this 
type reached the working temperature in five minutes, and 
was maintained at that temperature with 300 to 230 watts, 
whilst the majority of the ovens tested required 750 to 600 
watts to maintain the temperature. Hence it 1s claimed that 
this oven will effect a great economy. It is finished either 
with a spun aluminium or enamelled steel dome. 


A New Voltmeter Switch.. 


THe Park ROYAL, ENGINEERING Works, Litp., of Cumber- 
land Avenue, Park Royal, London, N.W.10, has put on 
the market a new voltmeter switch which has distinctive and 
attractive features. Users of voltmeter switches know that 
the most common and most troublesome failures of these 
switches arise from imperfect contact due to dust or damp; 
to overcome these troubles the P.R.” switch, fig. 6, is 


Fic. 6.—P.R. VOLTMETER SWITCH. 


totally enclosed in a steel case, with an external operating 
handle. The case is finished in black and nickel to match 
the P.R. instruments, and has a handsome appearance. ‘The 
operating handle has a pointer which comes to rest sharply 
and definitely at each number. The switches are made in 
two sizes—3-way and 5-way-—and are double-pole. The con- 
tacts are embedded in Hightensite " insulation, thus en- 
suring an excellent pressure test. The movement is con- 
trolled by a combination of ball, socket, and spring, which 
gives a smart definite action. From a sample which we have 
before us, we should class this device as Al in quality. 
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THE STABILITY OF CONTRACTS. 


Mn. Huco Hirst, of the General Electric Co., Ltd., in speak- 
ing on the subject of Stability of Contracts a Necessary 
Factor in Industry," at a conference organised by the Indus- 
trial League and Council, and recently held at his residence, 
Fox Hil, Reading, said :— 

Most of them refused to take part in discussions on econo- 
mie subjects before the war. Now they had got to learn all 
there was to be known, and the only way to learn was by 
contributing to the common pool the results of their experi- 
ences, Such facts as he would be able to put into the pool 
were stil open to doubt in his mind, because he had not 
heard everything that was to be said on the subject. 

He did not quite know whether the real title of the paper 
submitted by Mr. Petter was sanctity of contracts or stability 
of contracts. Both words had been used. He would rather 
proceed on the lines which he would describe as stability 
of contracts. If he recollected aright, his friend Mr. McKenna 
«tid what they wanted was stability of prices. They had 
also heard it said that food was the basic value of all things. 
How could they stabilise prices if prices depended on the 
supply of nature’s produce? In the first instance they could 
not stabilise the price of food, and therefore they could not 
possibly stabilise the price of other products. This was his 
opinion as an amateur, and it seemed to him that the only 
thing they could stabilise was the relations between employer 


and employed. They could then talk to euch other, and in 


so meeting adjust things. 

With regard to the production of any commodity, they had 
got to realise they could not stabilise the raw material. It 
was always a question of supply and demand. He knew of 
nothing that would so easily bring about stability in industry 
as stability of conditions. This was the only thing, to his 
inind, which could regulate or act as a stabiliser. If an em- 
ployer knew he had a fixed sliding scale to work upon he 
could go ahead and make estimates, but if he did not know 
he could not make estimates, and Just as a practical example, 
he would like to tell the meeting how a few weeks ago his 
firm lost an order worth £150,000 from a Sheftield firm because 
that firm only had a certain amount of money available, and 
could not hope to get credit from the bank if it exceeded its 
expenditure. It could only get a fixed and firm tender from 
a German firm, as, under present conditions, no English 
firm could give a firm tender as regarded price and delivery. 
As a result, no English firm obtained the order. It had 
gone abroad. He did not blaine the Sheffield firm. As em- 
plover and employed, they had got to realise this thing was 
happening, and they had got to find a means to overcome it. 

Various phrases had been used—and it was difficult to keep 
them apart from the subject—relative to higher wages, unem- 
ployment, profits, bonuses, &c. He was aware that all these 
things were interdependent, and that they could not discuss 
one without having the whole picture presented. All people 
engaged in industry had got to realise they must produce 
cheaply, and jointly concentrate on how they could do it. 
It was essential, and he was firmly of the opinion that the 
more articles they could bring within the reach of the largest 
number of buyers the less likely were they to sufler from 
unemployment. If a motor car cost £2,000—to give one 
example—the people who could afford to give £2,000 for it 
were quickly supplied, but if that motor car were to cost 
onlv £400, then the demand for motor cars would be so 
great that active employment in that trade would proceed for 
a goodly number of years. Under the latter conditions, each 
single worker might not earn more or less, but so many more 
workers at the same wages would find employment which 
would probably prove continuous. The sume thing applied 
to all other industries. 

If employment continued there were always men at work 
economising and introducing new inventions which made new 
industries spring up and create further employment. It was 
only by applying skill, and producing in such quantities as 
he had indicated, that prosperity could be obtained. They 
not only wanted to produce cheaply for the purpose of having 
a large clientele, but equally in order to purchase cheaper. 
It was not commonly understood that the price at which 
they produced at home was the price at which they could 
büuv abroad. The foreigner did not base his selling price to 
the English people on his cost of production, but he quoted 
just a little cheaper than the price ruling in the home market 
fixed by English producers. The foreigner would not buy off 
the British firms when he could yet the goods cheaper in 
other markets. That was another reason why they should 
produce cheaply, and it was essential if this country was 
ever to get out of its present difficult financial and economic 
position. It was a matter which was so Important that 
employers, as well as trade unionists, should concentrate their 
attention upon it. There was one other example which he 
would like to put before them, and it was in relation to the 
business in which he was concerned. 

They started, twelve months ago, to place a contract for 
a large telephone works in this country in order to enable 
them to cope with the big demand that would be world-wide. 
They placed the contract with a firm of most energetic 
builders, who promised to finish it in six months, but it was 
still unfinished. What did it mean? The methods of 


the building trade might have the effect of keeping a few men 
a little longer on the job, but, as a consequence, they were 
keeping thousands of men out of work. Had those new build- 
ings been finished his firm would have been employing 2.500 
skilled workers in them, and they would have been securing 
orders which would have speedily enabled them to employ 
double that number. In Coventry to-day, they would have 
been employing that number had those works been ready. 
While the building trade was thus impeding the development 
of that work, that number of men in Coventry was being kept 
idle. The worst feature of the whole matter was that while 
they in England were standing still, their foreign competitors, 
Germany and America, were forging ahead. 

In six months’ time they might find that, as a result of 
the delay they would have lost the command of the greater 
percentage of that vast field of foreign trade. Once other 
standards were fixed in the world, it would be difficult for 
England to even get in. Ile only wished to make these few 
observations in the hope of helping all to realise that this 
question of stability was a common problem. ‘They no doubt 
had not all made up their minds as to what was the right 
thing for the future. The war had brought them into a 
new world, and there was much for them to learn, so why 
should not they work, study the position, and learn together, 
and unitedly do the best they could for each and every human 
being engaged in industry on which their individual and 
national prosperity depended? 


A GLASGOW TURBO-ALTERNATOR 
BREAKDOWN. 


Tue following interesting communication has been received 
from the Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. :— 

On the morning of December sth, one of the new 15,000-kW 
turbo-alternators at the Dalmarnock electricity station, Glas- 
gow, broke down after having been in conunercial operation 
for about 24 months. The insulation on the windings at one 
end of the machine took fire, and as the turbine could not 
be stopped for some twenty minutes, the whole of the insula- 
tion on that end of the machine was destroved. No evidence 
could be found at the time to indicate the cause of the 
breakdown; the machine was very heavily insulated, and 
every precaution had bcen taken with regard to winding and 
testing. 

As another generator was almost ready for service, it was 
substituted for the first machine, and although the breakdown 
occurred on a Wednesday morning, the new machine was 
put in position, dried out, and put on load the following 
Wednesday. 

After operating on commercial load for about a week, sparks 
were seen to be issuing from the top of the stator frame, and 
the machine was shut down. The windings were found to 
be in perfect condition, and the machine was run up again 
with its field excited, but sparks were again noticed, and 
further examination. showed that one of the insulated bolts 
through the core had broken down near the endplate. These 
bolts pass through the core in an axial direction, and serve 
to hold the end plates tightly against the laminations. The 
bolt was removed, and it was found that it had vibrated 
Violently and the insulation had broken down near the centre 
of the core as well us near one end. The windings were 
found to be in perfect condition, but an inspection of the 
other bolts which had not given trouble showed that vibra- 
tion of a more or less serious nature had occurred on several 
of them. 

A series of tests and investigations were ut once under- 
taken, and it was found that, for the particular length and 
diameter of bolt used, a relatively slight tension was sutlicient 
to bring the frequency of the bolts to such a value as to 
synchronise with the frequency of vibration of the whole 
set, corresponding to a speed of 1,500 r.p.m. A further and 
more careful inspection of the first machine which had 
broken down showed that its failure was due to similar 
trouble, as it was found that one of the bolts had broken 
down to the core, and molten metal had come into contact 
with the insulation at one end of the machine, thus setting 
I on fire. 

A third generator was practically ready for running at the 
time the first breakdown occurred, and it was decided to 
remove the steel core bolts and replace them with copper 
bolts of smaller diameter, which would carry heavier insula- 
tion. These bolts are stressed to such a low value as to leave 
their natural frequency very far below the running frequency 
of the machine. A considerable amount of work was required 
in order to replace the bolts, but this was done in an excep- 
tionally short. time, and before the end of the month the 
work had been completed, and the machine was under load. 
Since that time it has carried peak. loads up to 21.000 KW. 
The two machines which broke down are being rewound, 
and will shortly be in commission. 

The use of core bolts has been standard. practice on the 
part of many manufacturers in this country, Ainerica, and 
on the Continent; machines in. which this construction has 
been used have been in operation for 15 years, and the Woest- 
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inghouse Co. of America has & very large number of machines 
in operation in which the same construction is used. This 
13 the first case on record where trouble has resulted due to 
the use of the core bolts, and it is very remarkable that it 
should have occurred on two machines in such rapid succes- 
sion, though the fact that they are duplicates and built by 
the same workmen may explain the fact. : 

The trouble was due to the fact that a peculiar combination 
of conditions resulted in the bolt having a frequency equal 
to that of the machine, and vibration once having been set 
up, the insulation on the bolts was more or less rapidly dis- 
Integrated. While the Metropolitan-Vickers Co. assumes full 
responsibility for the trouble which has occurred, the follow- 
ing points might be emphasised :— 

(1) The insulation on the windings of the machines has 
been in no way responsible for the breakdowns; (2) the 
voltage between the bolts and the core was approximately 
100, and while the damage was due finally to the breakdown 
of the insulation on the bolt, the cause of the breakdown was 
purely mechanical; (3) the construction which was responsible 
for the trouble is not a new or experimental one, the break- 
downs being due to a particular combination of conditions, 
the Pes of which could not reasonably have been antici- 
pated. ° 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1921. 
(NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 


Compiled expressly for this journal by Masses. SzrroN-Jowzs, O' DIAII ano 
SrEPEENS, Chartered Patent Agente, 885, High Holboro, London, W.C. ! 


4,181. ** Electric are welding." British Thomson-Houston Co., ltd. (Gene- 
ral Electric Co.) and General Electric Co. February 4th. 

4,195. | Protective systems for turbo-electrie, &c., generating sets.“ J. A. 
Kuyser and Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. February 4th. 

4.1904. Electrically heated cooking ranges." — Metropolitan-Vickers Elec- 
trical Co., Ltd. February 4th. (United States, March Ist, 1920. 

4,195. “ Electrically heated cooking ranges.“ 
trical Co., Ltd. February 4th, (United States, March Ist, 1920.) 

4,205. “ Electric lamps for theatrical purposes." F. C. Davies. February 
4th. 

4,218. Discharging devices for electric furnaces.” E. C. Beck-Friis and 
C. I. Thorssell. February 4th. 

4.223. Incandescent electric lamps.“ W . M. Rogerson and Stella Lamp 
Co., Ltd. February 4th. 

4,226. ''Glass filters, &c., for gas-filled electric lamps." E. L. Friedmann 
and Co. February 4th. (Germany, February 20th, 1920.) 

4228. ‘ High-frequency electrical apparatus." R. Heather and Mitchell's 
Electrical & Wireless, Ltd. February 4th. 

4.2.33. Sparking plugs." G. T. Wilson. February oth. 

4,238. “ Electric cables." E. S. Seymour, February Sth. 

4,239, ‘ Electric welding machines." R. F. Woodburn. February Sih. 

4.247. Electric furnaces. Automatic Telephone Manufacturing Co., Ltd., 
and P. N. Roseby. February Sth. 

1.21) " Electrical measuring instruments." R. F. Hamilton & Co., Lid., 
F. S. J. Pile, and G. E. M. Stone. February Sth. 

4353. “ Electric switches.“ G. Winter and R. Winter. February oth. 

£2601. *'' Electric signal for road transport, &c." E. G. Beynon and A. A. 
Evans. February 5th. 

4.207. '* Means for regulating current output of dynamo-clectric genera- 
tors." J. M. Torrance and J. W. Torrance. February 5th. 

4.279. '' Annunciators for hotels, &c." T. M. Down. February bth. 

4.28). '' Electric advertising machine.” G. Wallace. February 5th. 

4,285. “ Dynamo-electric machines.” J. W. Burleigh, February Sth. 

4,292. '' Dynamowlectric machines." A. H. Midgley and C. A. Vandervell 
and Co., Ltd. February 5th. 

4.9300. Means for supplying current to valve amplifiers.” P. P. Eckersley, 
J. M. Furnival, J. Stewart, and H., R. C. van de Velde. February 5th. 

4,301. '' Telephones." T. M. Inman and Relay Automatic Telephone Co., 
Ltd. February 5th. 

4.308. '' Burglar alarm.” F. Sefcik. February 7th. 

1.320. Dimming device for. electric. lamps for motor vehicles, &c.“  Brolt, 
lul, an.] W. Holt. February 7th. 

LRL Eletric horns." Brolt, Ltd., and W. Holt. February 7th. 

$325. *' Vrolley-pole attachments for electric trams, Sc." PL Priestly. 
February Tth. 

$329. " Eloctiic indicator or movable sign.“ E. 
Lancaster. February 7th. 

4,346. Combination electric. iron and curling-tongs heater." E. II. Kio- 
naro. February oth. 

4.3509. Electrically-heated. hair waving or curling apparatus.” S. IIar— 
greaves, February. 7th. 

4.361. „ Electric switches." S. J. Thompson. February 7th. 

4.377. Manufacture of carbon electrodes.” IJ. Szarvasy. February 7th. 
(lunga, November 29th, 1917.) 

4.381. Wireless signalling." British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (General 
Electric Co.) and General Electric Co. February 7th. 

4.2. Electrical apparatus." British Thomson-llouston Co., Ltd. (Gencal 
Phectrie Co.) and General Electric Co. February 7th. 

4.300. '* Electrically-heated kettles, &c." F. Robinson. 

4. “Sparking plugs." P. A. Pollard. February 7th. 

4.304. “ Apparatus for collecting electric current jor electrically-propell d 
vehicles by means of carbon brushes." Soc. Anon. le Carbone. February 
qth. (France, October 15th, 1920.) 

4,608. '* Mercury vapour jet pumps with light arc." Siemens & Ilalske 
Aktes. February 7th. (Germany, April 24th, 1920.) 

41.40. "Electric rotary converter with variable tension." R. de Bruyn. 
February Tth. (Belgium, February Sth, 1920.) 

1.113. Stripping insulation and armour from cables, &c."^ C. W. Bailey 
am] A. Weir. February 7th. 

1. 10. Platinum anodes.™ Deutsche Gold and Silber-Scheideanstalt. vorm 
Rossler and O. Liebknecht. February 7th. 

4.4423. “Eleetrie furnaces for non-fertous metals.“ D. F. Campbell, W. S. 
Gilford, and II. S. Waite. February 7th. 

4.446. Pulleys for trolley-polcs of cleæetrie tramears, &c.““ G. A. Bishop 
and R. A. Chadwick. February 8th. 

4.54. Electric toasters, &c." Credenda Conduits Co., Ltd., and F. F. D. 
Davidsou. February 8th. 

4,459. “ Automatic, &c., telephone systems.” W. Aitken. February Rth. 

4.474/5. '' Locking devices for electric incandescent lamps." C. Dunglinson 
and H. Francis. February 8th. 

4,482. "Electric cooking devices.“ L. S. Dalgleish, Electrical Utilities, 
Ltd.. N. Prentice, and E. Schattner. February 8th. 

4491. ‘Electric safety lock for railway coaches, &c." T. Pickersgill. 
February 8th. 

4.45. Telephone repeater monitoring system.” 
Ltd. (Western Electric Co., Inc). February 8th. 

4,006. '' Electric lighting apparatus.“ A. Gladstone. 


W. Jeffs and II. E. 


February 7th. 


Western Electrice Co., 


February 8th. 


Metropolitan-Vickers Elec- 


4,513. Signalling’ systems.“ British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (General 
Electric Co.) and General Electric Co. February 8th. 

4.516. Rotors for electric generators.“ A. B. Field and Metropolitan- 
Vickers Elecirieal Co., Lek, and 8. Neville, February Sth. 

4.5%. Wireless telephone transmitters," Ges. Für. Drahtlose Tele- 
graphie. February Sth. (Germany, February 9th, 1920.) 

4,538. Switches for chectrie circuits.“ A. Gerhold. February 8th. 

4,088. '"Ebetrie cable junction boxes.“ F. H. Morris, T. Taylor, and 
S. D. White. February 9th. 

4,617. Electric lamp discharge devices.“ British Thomson-Houston Co. 
Ltd. (General Electric Co.) and General Electric Co. February Mh. 

4.619. Electric circuit. interrupters."— Metropolitan-Vickers. Eiccirival Co., 
lul. February 9th. (United. States, April 23rd, 1920. 

4,6539. “Electric light adaptors for acetylene lamps." A. H. 
Jones. February 9th. 

4,603. '" Heavy current transmitter for telephony," P. J. Walch. February 
9th. 

4.664. Wireless sigoalling in mines," Gis, fur. Drihtose. Telegraphic. 
February Sh. (Germany, February 99th, 1920.) 

4.0% . Automatic cut-out for receiving gear in wireiess telegraphy and 
telephony." II. Morris Aires, €. R. Evershsd, and L. G. Preston. February 
9th, 

$.G84. Steering indicating means for raiiless teams, & R. II. Wilkin- 
son, February 10th. 

4.6%. Apparatus. for. synchronising electiically the cpplication of indica- 
tions to a plurality of charts, &., in different localities." B. Holliday. 
February 10th. 

4.608. Electric conductors for telegraphy, telephony, &c." W. E. Hich. 
February Iih. 

$700. Radio recciving systems, signalling systems, &c.“ N. Lea, Radio 
Communication Co. Ltd., and J. Scott-Tapgart. February Ith. 

42720. “Unternal galvanisition of insulators," — Soc. Materiale Eletro 
Trazione. February lath. (ltaly, February 12th, 1920.) 

4,723, Mugen te-elecirie machines for engine ignition.“ G. L. Neigh. 
bour. February 10th, 

4.737. "Telephones." G. B. Riley. February 10th. 

4.743. Electric heaters for liquids.” W. Weekes. February llth. 

4,745. “ Dynamo-electric machines.“ J. H. Cochrane and J. Gordon-Hull. 
February 10th. 

4.747. Travelling carriage with automatic steering device for passing 
through junctions on a single-joint overhead runway track," J. Hill & Sons. 
February 10th. um 

4.749. © Magnetic fields of electric machines." J. W. Howard. February 
10th. 

1759. „ Electric switches.“ H. D. Pyne. February 10th. 

£753. “ Electric switchgear.” II. W. Clothier, F. N. 
Revrolle & Co., Ltd. February 10th. 

4.754 5. “Electric terminals.” G. W. Bayley and F. N. Linstow., Feb 
ru ary 10th. 

476]. “Arrangements for recovery of energy in electric railway sv sti ms 
emoloving  series-connected. direct current motors.“ E. Santuari. February 


| h. (Germany, March 12th, 1920.) 


Lindlcy- 


Linstow, and 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


The aumbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be takes. 


1914. 
12. 168. Electric gasilled. glow discharge lamps," — Lederer, Mas 19th, 
1:14. 
13,739. Electric lamps with luminous. discharge.“ British Thomson- 


len Co. (General Electric Co.). June Gh, 1914. 

24,543. Telephone systems.“ Automatic Telephone Manufacturing Co. 
and Savin (partly communicated by Automatic Electric Co.). December 19th, 
1914. 

1917. 

3.719. „ Elcetro- magnetic clutch.“ Vulcan Maschinenfabriks 
October 92nd, 1913. (104.876.) . 

3.72. Electrosnagnetic. friction clutch.” Vulkan Maschinenfabriks Abt.“ 
Ges, October 22nd, 1913. (104,877.) 


Akt.-Ges. 


4918. 
7,729. Fixing of electric insulators.” P. J. Pairard. May 8th, 1918. 
(157 470.) 
1919. 


3,702. “ Means for controlling the flow of electrons in clectric-discharge 
devices." — Marconi's Wireless Telegraph Co., Ltd. (E. Berry). February 
lith, 1919. (157, 477.) 

7. 64. Means for controlling searchlights from a distant station." P. W. 
Willis, March 25th, 1919. (157,4&1.) 

2.260. Intercommunication telephone systems.” W. P. Thompson (F. 
Homes). August 18th, 1919. (157,496) - 

20.513. Electrical indicators for railways aml the like.“ J. 
August 21st, 1919. (Cognate application 3,647, 1920.). (157.408.) 

20,6576. “Electric fuses.” B. C. Candee, F. Moeser, and W. N. Pierce. 
August 22nd, 1919. (157,499.) 

23,613. Electrical systems of power transmission.” British Thomson- 
Houston Co., Ltd. (General Electric Co.). September 25th, 1919. (157,508.) 

23.040. Electrode for use in depositing molten metal and process or 
method of making same.” W. H. Boorne. September 30th, 1919. (lor a) 

24.470. Electric traction systems having one or more conductor rails.” 
18. Pattison. October 7th, 1919. (197,916.) 

284732. ** Electric. transformers and other stationary cleetrie induction ap- 
pratus. British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (General Electric Co.). October 
hh, 1919. 457.521.) 

27. IN. Eae trodes, welding rods, and soddder dings sticks. KE H. Jos 
ani Moy Welding Processes, Ltd. October. 18h, 199. (057,634 

2% Magneto hand. Lumps? AL II. Railing and A. E. Angold. Octo- 
bor bath, 1919. (157,536.) 

32577. “ Means for connecting two anially-arranged poles." E. 
February Gth, 1918. (133,938.) 

S661. “Signalling arrangements, applicable to telegraph, telephone, and 
like purposes," Automatic Telephone Manufacturing: Co., Ltd, and N. II. 
Harrison, October 20th, 1919. (167,556.) 

93.826, Air cooling apparatus particularly applicable to the cooling ef 
(trick machines.” K. Baumann and Metropolitan-Viekers Electrical Co. 
pid. October 2st, 1919. 57.562.) 

26,980, ** Encanmdeseent electric lights.“ M. C. Caughrean, 
aed. 1919. (157. 5.) i 

27.223. Radiating or cooling apparatus.“ K. Baumann and Metropolitan- 
Viekers Electrical Co. Ltd. November 5th, 1919. (157.591.) 

27,446. franc *. electrical switches." Midhind Elctric Manufacturing! 
Co. . Id.. ond W. I.. Barber. November 6th, 119). (157,5. 

OW OT. Receivers. for wireless. telegraphy.” C. T. Hughes and L. B. 
Jurnar. November ]14th,. 1919. (0157,607.) 

20. 078. Device for use in disinfecting telephone instruments." R. Cooper. 
November 22nd, 1919. (157,614) * 

30,5929. Protective devices for alternating electric current systems.” 
J. B. Palmer and Metropolitan-Viekers Electrical Co., Lid. December 10th, 
1919. (157,626.) 


Gardner. 


Schoultz. 


Novemb- 


1920. 
253,219. "Signaling apparatus for road vehicles and aeroplanes.?!— H. Fry. 
man. September 17th, 1919. (Divided application. on 151,306.) (157,697 .) 
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REPARATIONS AND BRITISH INDUSTRY. 


Our readers are aware that the Allies have decided 
upon the indemnity payments which Germany shall be 
called upon to make in respect of her crimes against 
civilisation. They begin with a payment of one hun- 
dred million pounds, rising by various stages to threw 
hundred millions, the whole being spread over 42 years. 
The question whether these terms are too severe, or 
not severe enough, is not one with which we feel speci- 
ally concerned, but it is worth while to consider the 
probable effects, not only of the fixed payments, but of 
the additional tax of 12 per cent. on Germany’s export 
trade, upon British trade in general. 

We have already seen that the dumping of two million 
tons of shipping upon a market in which there was 
already a surplus, inevitably resulted in further de- 
pression in the shipbuilding industry. It now appears 
probable that the greater part of this tonnage will have 
to be laid up, and remain idle, the while the British 
population pays taxes for its upkeep, and the services 
which this shipping might render are lost to the world. 

There is no doubt that the importation of foreign 
material, of any kind, and for any purpose, renders 
unnecessary the production of an equal amount of the 
same material in the country into which the goods are 
imported. The indemnity payments must be made in 
goods—raw or manufactured. Therefore, when the 
Allies say: ‘‘ We will have a hundred millions from 
Germany this year,’’ they merely use an alternative 
phrase for: We will not manufacture a hundred mil- 
lion pounds’ worth of various goods this year." When 
France demands & million tons of German coal, she 
refuses, in effect, to buy a million tons of British coal. 
That is one aspect of the situation, so far as the fixed 
payments are concerned. 

Dealing now with the export duty, we observe that 
Lord Sheffield, in a letter to the Manchester Guardian, 
considers it idle to suppose that an export duty of 
12 per cent. can be passed on to the purchaser," and 
"it may be inferred that an export duty of 12 per 
cent. will kill many of Germany's export trades." We 
have heard it argued that, while an import duty must 
be paid by the consumer, yet this is an export tax, 
and is paid by the manufacturer in the country of 
origin. Out of what? Clearly, out of the revenue 
derived from export sales; out of the money paid by 
the buyer. In short, the consumer pays—there is no 
one else to pay! This export tax will be passed on, 
and the mark will be kept low, and buyers of German 
goods will pat themselves on the back as they say: 
It is a good thing to buy German goods, as the Ger- 
mans have to pay twelve per cent. of this money 
towards the indemnity." Whatever may be said about 
the fixed payments, there is no doubt that the ad valorem 
tax is bad, and will encourage German competition ; 
while it keeps the exchange in such a state that it will 
be impracticable for us to export to Germany, and her 
prices in other countries, such as Holland, are so much 
lower than British prices as to make it equally imprac- 
ticable for us to export to those countries. 

So far as Germany can be compelled to assist in the 
cheapening of prices by a large contribution to pro- 
duction, it is good that she should do so, but cheapness 
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will be dearly bought if this policy is overdone, and 
results in greater, increasing, and permanent unem- 
ployment. Production must be maintained here, and 
the German goods must be of the nature of a surplus, 
to encourage demand, and so cheapen production here, 
with resultant benefit all round. 


Is this likely to happen? Candidly, we do not think 
so. The situation in the dyestuffs industry, mentioned 
in our columns recently, is eloquent and prophetic in 
this respect. The prospect of heavy importations of 
dyestuffs and chemical products from Germany proved 
so alarming, that an elaborate system of licensing was 
evolved, which has the substantive effect of prohibiting 
the import of any chemical product that can be made 
in Great Britain. We deliberately and definitely re- 
fused, when it came to the point, to receive what had 
been hailed as ‘‘ benefits’ when the Treaty of Ver- 
sailles was in the making. 


We mentioned the case of France and the German 
coal. Let no one be too ready to throw stones in this 
matter, for, in our view, none are free from blame. 
Prices for coal for export had reached fantastic levels, 
yet, with the French mines not yet at their full output, 
British coal found its market. When the coal strike 
came, the lighting of Paris, for instance, was imme- 
diately curtailed and diminished, and the French 
bought coal wherever they could get it. At the same 
time large deliveries of coal were received from Ger- 
many under the indemnity, so that there was actually 
a glut of coal in France. The combination of profiteer- 
ing and striking has ruined the French market for 
coal, and none can fell when it will recover. So we 
are confronted with the prospect of lost export mar- 
kets, the Government dropping the whole coal question 
like a hot potato, and the raising of the prices of all 
coal used in this country. The cynical disregard of 
the interests of the consumer, displayed by all con- 
cerned in the coal question, would have been unbeliev- 
able, had we not by this time become hardened to such 
treatment. The miners demanded more pay because, 
they said, the money was in the industry. They 
coupled their demand for increased wages with a de- 
mand for a decrease in the price of domestic coal, which 
sounded very handsome of them, but unfortunately 
they dropped it almost at once, thereby casting serious 
doubts upon. their own sincerity. The coal owners 
rioted in the export market, instead of laying the 
foundation of permanent and satisfactory business 
relations, with the result that customers are glad to 
be able to buy elsewhere. So the home user, disap- 
pointed of his reduction, is confronted with the likeli- 
hood of having to pay still more, while production 
falls off at the first hint of a drop in wages. 

But what of our own industry? Up to the present 
German competition has not been serious in the home 
market, though it is already difficult, if not impossible, 
to meet.it in certain European markets. In those markets 
which are predisposed in our favour, it remains for 
the British manufacturer to embark on a really serious 
selling campaign. Publicity methods must be constantly 
and steadily improved. Catalogues, printed in the 
language of the country for which they are intended, 
must attract attention to, and awaken interest in, 
British goods. Strenuous spade work of every de- 
scription must be kept up until the customers feel the 
need for the service which British firms can render. 
When goods are ordered, delivery must be prompt, and 
quality high; and there must be a willingness, an 
anxiety, to do the best thing for, and the right thing 
by, the customer, not only at the first, but all the time. 
Any aloofness, any feeling that this is all a great nui- 
sance, must be rigidly repressed. . The consumer pays, 
and he will call the tune. If the British manufacturer 
gives the service required, a little earlier, and a little 
better, than his competitor, he will get business and 
prosper. If he fails, then he will play straight into 
the hands of Germany, and will lose, finally, all the 
advantages which, owing to Germany’s crippled condi- 
tion, he is now in a position to use. 


from the Bolshevist Wasjkof. 


* 


THE discussion of the Dutch Govern- 
Dutch Industries ment Bill which proposes to centralise 
Against State the production of electricity in the 
Stations. hands of a semi-State company has now 
commenced in the Second Chamber of 
the States General. Some particulars regarding the 
scheme are given elsewhere in this issue. The Bill is 
meeting with considerable opposition both in the Cham- 
ber and outside, 'and attention may be drawn to that of 
the Central Industrial Union, which is acting on behalf 
of approximately 600 of the most well-known under- 
takings in the metal-working industry, shipbuilding, and 
the cotton, wood, paper, chemical and other industries, 
which through the Union have presented a petition to 
the Second Chamber asking for the rejection of the Bill. 
If no system of electricity supply in general existed in 
Holland, the petition points out that there might perhaps 
be occasion for such a centralisation as is projected by 
the Bill. But as provincial Government or private 
central stations are to be found in almost every province 
or town of any importance, which have hitherto satis- 
factorily served the interests of consumers in general, 
the petitioners do not see why the law need be invoked 
in such a decisive manner as is proposed by the Bill, 
and they express the opinion that the efforts of the State 
would suffice if directed towards the establishment of 
connections between existing stations, the unification of 
the primary high-pressure networks, and the supply of 
the more or less important centres which still require 
such facilities. The petition proceeds to state that it is not 
decisively demonstrated in any of the official documents 
that the construction and working of the so-called super- 
stations would be more advantageous than in the case of 
the stations of medium size such as are managed in Hol- 
land by local authorities or private enterprise. On the 
contrary, it is submitted that it is sufliciently well known 
from all kinds of stutistics and examples available that 
the stations of average size are more economical to work 
and are more economically worked than the largest 
stations existing in Holland at the present time. It is 
further apprehended that the inanagement of super- 
stations would not be so economical or of a commercial 
character, while the management would very probably be 
bureaucratic. The situation in Holland should not be 
compared with that in other countries where large 
stations are situated in the vicinity of the collieries, 
whereas the only economically possible State central 
station in Holland is in the Limburg coal-mining dis- 
trict. It is further emphasised that the flexibility in the 
charzes made for supply by private works, which are 
now frequently adapted. to the requirements of con- 
sumers, would be materially reduced in the case of State 
undertakings. Under these circumstances the petitioners 
ask the Second Chamber to reject the Bill or to sub- 
stitute for it a measure for the supervision of the in- 
dustry in the directions previously indicated. 


SOME time ago great schemes were an- 

Russian Elec- nounced from Moscow concerning the 
trical Schemes. projected electrification of the whole of 
| Soviet Russia, and new proposals repre- 
senting the splendid situation which that country will 
occupy when the electrical schemes have been realised 
are said now to be circulated every week by the Russian 
wireless system in the form of propaganda reports. In 
contradistinction to these fantastic statements is a 
report published by the Moscow /srest1a on February Ist 
The latter states quite 
openly that at the present moment Russia is confronted 
with the entire exhaustion of all stocks of raw and other 
materlals which are necessary for the electrical industry, 
and that the maintenance of the existing electrical in- 
stallations is only possible on a primitive footing. The 
electrical industry whieh numbered 3.200 workmen in 
the spring of 1920 now has only 700, all the skilled 


men are foreigners, and not one half of the production 


contained in the 1920 programme has been carried out. 
The programme for 1921 has been considerably reduced, 
but its execution depends upon the requisite raw and 
other materials being rendered available to the industry. 


[Ed 


Vol. 88. No. 3,358, Maron 4, 1921.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


208 


THE exhaustive inquiry which the 

Electricity Electricity Commissioners have held at 
Supply Schemes. Llandudno has elicited many interesting 

points, and suggests many others. For 
instance, there is a striking contrast between the atti- 
tudes of the promoters of the two schemes. Although 
the Chester Corporation scheme appears to be more fully 
thought out and more definitely drawn up than that 
put forward by the South Lancashire Conference, it is 
somewhat less concrete and substantial than that 
of the North Wales Power Co. This is particularly 
noticeable in the financial and administrative aspects of 
the schemes. It will be admitted that a scheme prepared 
for and on behalf of a conference of municipal autho- 
rities and supply companies must inherently possess 
some features of weakness and lack coherence, more 
especially in view of the neutral and even hostile attitude 
of some of the local authorities and other interested 
parties, which has been so regrettably manifest at the 
inquiries; a scheme drawn up by a power company, on 
the other hand, with a backing of unanimity, experience, 
and commercial ability, is practically certain to be a 
sound and practicable scheme from the very outset. That 
is the essential difference between the two cases; one is 
managed by a committee, or a committee of committees, 
composed of men who are not necessarily experts either 
in commerce or in engineering, while the other is con- 
ducted by a very small number of men whose profession 
it is to carry on that very class of business. The inevit- 
able result is that the former must always be regarded as 
being somewhat speculative, or even tentative, whilst 
the latter has the air of solidity and trustworthiness 
that arises out of technical competence and financial 
support. 

And this brings us to a very inportant aspect of the 
subject. It has been conspicuously evident at these 
inquiries, as it was at the Barking inquiry, that the 
municipal authorities have no financial backing. When 
the time arrives for a Joint Electricity Authority to 
raise funds to carry out its scheme, it will have to go 
into the open market for the money; what that means 
may be inferred from the experience of Birmingham, 
Rotherham, and other corporations during recent 
months. Certainly if the authorities look to the 
Government for capital, they will look in vain. The 
municipalities no longer occupy that privileged position 
that they used to hold, of being able to raise capital 
on exceptionally favourable terms. The companies, 
however—as witness the statements of the County of 
Landon Co., the North Wales Power Co., and others— 
have capital at their command, and are ready to get 
to work at once. 

The conclusion is plain enough. Financiers have 
confidence in projects put forward by commercial con- 
cerns of proved experience and competence, ‘which can 
be safely counted upon to make an adequate return 
on capital invested; they have little confidence in the 
somewhat uncertain future of the municipal schemes, 
still less in the shadowy projects of the proposed Joint 
Electricity Authorities. 

That the work would be better done by a company 
than bv any State or Communal organisation we have 
never doubted, though we realised that in the face of 
the overwhelming wave of public opinion which fol- 
lowed the Armistice the electricity supply industry 
must come under national control. The establishment 
of the Board of Electricity Commissioners was an act 
of the greatest value to the industry, and a vast amount 
of useful work has already been accomplished bv it. 
But judging by the inquiries which have been held, 
the prospect of the formation and efficient operation 
of Joint Electricity Authorities is receding into the 
background. The alternative is to authorise the exist- 
ing power companies to carry on the work for which 
they were constituted, under the control of the Com- 
missioners, and as time goes on. the probabilities in 
favour of this course being adopted are strengthening. 


Ir would be interesting to know how 
many of the secretaries and members of 
the Joint Industrial Councils for the 
Electricity Supply Industry have taken 
the trouble to read through the series of Whitley Re- 
ports; how many could pass anything like an examina- 
tion in them? And yet in no other way can anyone get 
a full knowledge of the theory underlying the Councils 
and of the principles which are supposed to be adhered 
tu in developing their constitution. The question of a 
close adherence to the principles laid down in the 
Reports 1s not merely a matter of academic concern ; its 
importance is paramount. These Councils were formed 
at the invitation of the Ministry of Labour, and the 
form laid down was that outlined in the Whitley Re- 
ports. So long, therefore, as the Councils follow the 
lines of the Reports, so long may they reasonably expect 
the Ministry of Labour to back them up; but if they 


Read, Mark, 
Learn ... 


‘depart from the procedure laid down, they must take 


the inevitable risk. 

This is why we insist on the paramount importance of 
everyone who has anything to do with the Councils being 
perfectly familiar with the Reports. Here is a case in 
point, where either through ignorance of the principles 
laid down in the Reports, or through wilful or unwitting 
departure from them, a District Council has, it seeme 
to us, made a serious blunder. We refer to the booklet 
of constitution issued by No. 11 District Council for the 
South Coast area. In the front is given a lst of the 
names of members of the Council. Those representing 
the employers read: Councillor H. Ainger, representing 
Aldershot U.D.C. undertaking; Alderman R. J. Bridle, 
representing Weymouth Corporation undertaking; and 
soon. Now, it is entirely wrong to say that any mem- 
ber of a Council represents on it an individual under- 
taking. It is wrong even to suggest that he is appointed 
by any individual undertaking. And in the con- 


stitution the method of election, namely, that certain 


undertakings shall elect a member in their. own right, is 
most seriously unconstitutional. ' Every member of a 
Council on the employers’ side is supposed to be 
appointed by one of the Employers’ Associations, and 
the whole of the members on any District Council repre- 
sent each and every undertaking in its area. 

The Whitley Report is definite and emphatic on this 
point. Par. 14 of Cd. 8606 reads: That District 
Councils, representative of the Trade Unions and of the 
Employers’ Associations in the industry, should be 
created." And in the Appendix to the same Report we 
read: ''It is intended that the Councils should be com- 
posed only of representatives of Trade Unions and Em- 
ployers' Associations." Now, referring to No. 11 
Council, the booklet taken literally says that 12 under- 
takings have each a representative on the Council. 
Suppose one of the other undertakings in the area says: 
“ We will not recognise any of your recommendations, 
we are not represented on your Council '—what will 
No. 11 Council reply? On the same grounds, it would 
seem that No. 10 District Council (which surely should 
be a model!) is also indiscreet in its list of members on 
the emplovers’ side. It does not go so far as to say that 
any member '' represents’? an individual undertaking, 
but it prints the name of each member’s company along- 
side of the member's name, which to any ordinary 
reader would imply much the same thing. It certainly 
is out of keeping with the quotations we have made 
from the Whitley Report. 

Parenthetically and anticipating the obvious reply 
that in practice the Employers’ Associations did not in 
all cases nominate the members on the District Councils, 
we reply that this makes no difference. All it means is 
that the four Employers! Associations were willing for 
the sake of convenience that the choice of the actual 
names should be arranged locally, but they lad always 
the right of intervening if they thought fit. We are 
rather surprised that the National Council, which set 
out its own list of members in the correct forin, should 
have passed irregularities of this kind in the case of 
District Councils, involving as they do such a serious 
principle. 

D 
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NEW DISTRICT RAILWAY ROLLING STOCK. 


Ir will be remembered that at the new year we illustrated 
and described the first of the new rolling stock that is 
being delivered for service on the Metropolitan District 
Railway system.* The article, however, only dealt with 
the trailer cars, but we are now able to publish soine 
details of the motor cars, which were subjected to a short 
demonstration run last week. The new steel rolling 
stock is built to conform in general appearance to that 
of the trailer cars described in the above-mentioned 
article, and is designed for working 8-car trains during 
the busy hours, and 5-car trains during the slack 


* 


Fic. 1.—New DISTRIOT MOTOR CAR. 


service periods. Each 8-car train consists of three 
motor and five trailer cars; the motor coaches are of 
higher power than their predecessors of the older stock, 
and this will increase running speed the new trains 
being capable of attaining a speed of 45 m.p.h. on 
non-stop' runs and will also accelerate starting. 
Improved braking equipment has been adopted to secure 
more rapid, yet more even, stopping. These are all 
points of importance, as the problem of getting more 
trains through the tunnel sections depends not only on 
the time spent between stations or in station stops, but 
also upon the time occupied in the process of stopping 
and starting. 

The general dimensions of the cars are: Length, 
49 ft. 2 in. over headstocks; width, 9 ft. 6 3/16 in. 
over sole bars; height, 11 ft. 11.5 in. rail to roof; 
centres of bogies, 34 ft. ; and wheel base centres, 7 ft. 
10 in. (trailer bogies 7 ft. 3 in.). "The total weights 
are: Motor car, 44 tons 10 cwt.; trailer car, 24 tons 
10 cwt.: and control trailer car, 25 tons 16 ewt. 

A train comprises eight cars of three types, viz.:— 
Motor, control trailer, and trailer cars, and the seating 
capacity of the trailer car is 48, that of the control 
traler 44, and that of the motor car 40, the variation 
being due to the control and motor end compartiuents 
taking up a little space. 

On the motor, fig. 1, and control trailer cars, in 
addition to the three double doors, single doors are 
fitted at the ends of the cars, and the latter ones will 
also be available for the use of passengers when not 
occupied by the operating staff of the train. An 8-car 
train of the new stock will give the equivalent of 52 
single doors throughout its length for the use of pas- 
sengers, which provision will reduce the time taken in 
loading and unloading at stations, and will thus accele- 
rate the operation of individual trains and so enable 
more trains to be run. 


nu PEE QT RN 
* ELECTRICAL Review, December 31st, 1990, p. 838. 


The interior fittings are generally similar to those 
of the trailer cars, and to ensure absence of vibration 
and drumming, the steelwork has been covered with 
canvas so that a maximum of quietness and sweet run- 
ning is expected, which object will also be assisted by 
considerable attention having been given to the subject 
of car springing. 

A new feature of interest to the travelling public 1s the 
provision of two sets of train indicators, one on either 
side of the centre doors, showing “ non-stop ’’ stations 
both in the east and west end of London. 

The cars are equipped with Westinghouse brakes on 
the double block standard system, and provided with 
automatic adjustment for taking up any slackness. 
Caleulating the cylinder pressure with full application 
at 50 lb. to the sq. in., and taking the leverage at 4.4 
to 1, gives 39.6 tons total block pressure on the motor 
cars. The gauge pressure on the train line is 60, and 
that on the main line 70/85 lb. per sq. in. A hand 
brake is fitted to all motor cars and control trailers; 
main reservoirs are fitted to each motor car. 

The underframes are constructed entirely of steel bulb 
angles untrussed, but cambered up to form the sole bars, 
and the centre longitudinals are rolled steel channel 
sections running the whole length of the frame between 
bogie centres. The extension to headstocks is made up 
of pressed-steel channel section. The cross bearers at 
the bogies are pressed channel sections tapering at the 


Fic. 2.—INTERIOR OF DRIVER'S CAB. 


sides with flanges stiffened above and below. The floor 
plates are stiffened with short angles and pressings 
across from the sole bars to the centre longitudinals, 
and the whole is stiffened up with four gusset plates 
between the bogie centres. 

Each motor bogie is equipped with two motors hung 
on the axles and supported by brackets extending from 
the housing plates. The driving wheels are 36 in. in 
diameter. The motor bogie side frames are of channel 
section running the whole length to the headstocks, but 
are cut away on the bottom flange to receive the axle 
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boxes. The bolsters are built up of channels, and are 
supported on nests of concentric coil springs mounted 
on the spring plate, which is a channel pressing with the 
upper edge turned over to form a flange; this in turn 
is supported by heavy steel forgings pivoted to cast-iron 
brackets fastened to the housing plates. 

The centre bearing is a ball bearing, and the journal 
boxes slide on horn plates of heavy cast steel, bear- 
ing on laminated centres composed of ten plates, 
eye bolts taking up the load through auxiliary ‘rubber 
springs va steel eye-bolt brackets riveted to the side 
frame channels. The trailer bogies follow similar but 
lighter construction. 

The motor cars are each equipped with four G.E.260 
motors of the interpole tapped-field self-ventilated type, 
and are rated at 198 h.p. for one hour, and 182 amperes 
continuously. The motors are fitted with 20-tooth 
pinions gearing with 63-tooth gear wheels and pro- 
vided with bolted type axle caps and dust shields for 
the axle, and the suspension bearing brasses are keyed 
to prevent rotation. 

Each pair of motors with its control gear constitutes 
a complete unit equipment. The control gear (mounted 
under the car) consists of a circuit breaker, main switch, 
fuses, reverser, 15 contactors, resistances, and tapped- 


field relay. The contactors are of an improved type. 
The contact tips are provided with arcing herns and 
a moulded arc shoot, and the interlocks are of the disk 
type mounted on the back of the contactor. 'The con- 
tactor box with all contactors, resistances, &c., is a unit 
complete with wiring, and has its own terminal base. 
The reverser connected to the motor fields is cf 4 drum 
type operated by a pair of opposed solenoid coils. Other 
apparatus is substantially the same as previously used. 

Master controllers of an improved type are fitted at 
each end of each motor car, fig. 2, and at one end of 
the control trailer car, together with the necessary con- 
trol and compressor switches, circuit-breaker, switch, 
fuses and control cut-out switch; the control is non- 
automatic except that the motor field is weakcacil auto- 
matically by the tapped-field relay on the current de- 
creasing on the last controller point in parallel. 

The 8-car train has an acceleration of 14 mi. p.h. per 
second and a balancing speed of 45 m. p. li. attained 
after travelling one mile on the level. The tiwe for a 
section 0.51 mile in length is eighty seconds c:cluding 
stops. | | 

The stock was constructed by the Metropolitan Car- 
riage, Wagon & Finance Co. at its works at Oldbury, 
Saltley. | 


CHIMNEY DRAUGHT TROUBLES. 


By EDWARD INGHAM, A. M. I. Mech. E.:. 


IN order that the fuel in a boiler furnace may be burned 
to the best advantage, it is essential that there should 
be a good draught, since otherwise the amount of air 
passing through the furnace, and consequently the oxy- 
gen required for combustion, will be restricted, with the 
result that the fuel will be only partly consumed. 
Hence every steam user who wishes to avoid unnecessary 
waste of fuel must not only provide the required means 
of producing a good draught in the first instance, but 
must take care that the draught is maintained. 
Troubles in connection with draught are not by any 
means infrequent; in the majority of cases they are 
due to simple causes, and to find the remedy is, there- 
fore, usually not a difficult matter. We shall in this 
article consider some common causes of bad draught, 
and incidentally refer to one or two troubles which are 
more or less the result of impaired draught. 

The common method of producing a draught is to 
build a chimney of suitable height. The chimney con- 
tains a column of heated and rarefied gas, and the 
difference in weight of this column and that of a similar 
column of cold air outside causes the air to move, and 
so produces the draught. The draught will, of course, 
depend upon the height of the chimney, the teniperature 
of the gases in the chimney, and the temperature of 
the outside air. It is useful to remember that when the 
temperature of the air is 62 deg. F., and that of the 
chimney gases 552 deg. F., a chimney 140 ft. high 
will produce a draught of one inch of water, which 
is ample for the burning of most fuels; in fact, many 
coals can be satisfactorily burned with a draught of 
i in., so that from the draught point of view, a chimney 
considerably less in height than 140 ft. will be satis- 
factory in most cases. Chimney heights, however, are 
fixed more by the sanitary requirements of the neigh- 
bourhood than by the draught they will produce, be- 
cause it is necessary that the products of combustion 
should be discharged at a height considerably above 
that of the surrounding buildings. In general, if 
the height is satisfactory from this point of view, it will 
usually be satisfactory with regard to the draught. 

A rough rule for determining the height of the 
chimney required to produce a given draught is: H= 
137p, where E is the height in feet, and p is the draught 
required in inches of water. When the height has been 
fixed. the next consideration is the sectional area of 


the chimney. This, of course, will depend upon the 
total grate area of the boilers as well as upon the height 
of the chimney; the following formula may be used :— 
A7 wa/l&H, where w =the number of pounds 
of coal burned per square foot of fire-grate per hour; 
G=the total fire-grate area in square feet; and H= 
height of the chimney in feet, measured above the fire- 
grate. If there is only a single boiler, the constant may 
be increased to 1/12 or 1/10. 

It will be obvious that the first thing to do when 
inquiring into the cause of a bad draught is to see that 
the height and the sectional area of the chimney are 
satisfactorv. since otherwise constant trouble will be 
experienced. As already explained, it will seldom be 
found that the height of the chimney is at fault, but if 
so, the chimney can perhaps be built higher, or the 
draught assisted by means of a fan. If tlie chimne) 
area is restricted, nothing can be done to enlarge the 
area, except by entire rebuilding, and some other means 
must, therefore, be adopted. 

A bad draught is sometimes the result o? installing 
one or more additional boilers, the sectional area of 
the chimney being insufficient to discharge freely the 
gases from the original and the new boilers combined. 
This will illustrate the importance of making the sec- 
tional area of a chimney of ample size in cases where 
future extensions are likely to be made. 

We remember one instance where a very hizh chimney 
failed to produce a good draught. So far as the height 
was concerned, a chimney of only three-quarters of the 
actual height would have been ample. The chimney in 
question had a keen taper, being very much smaller at 
the top than at the base, and an expert who was called 
in to investigate the trouble suggested that by reducing 
the height the sectional area of the outlet would be 
considerably increased, because the diameter increased 
gradually towards the base, and the area varies not 
simply as the diameter, but as the square of the dia- 
meter. The suggestion was acted upon and the in- 
creased outlet area thus obtained proved to be sufficient, 
no further trouble being experienced. 

When additional boilers are installed and the exist- 
ing chimney is not large enough for the increased duty, 
there are two principal ways of meeting the difficulty : 


One is to install an induced-draught fan. driven either 


by an electric motor or a small steam engine, whichev 
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is the more convenient. The other is to divide the whole 
range of boilers into two equal sections, allowing the 
existing chimney to deal with one section, and building 
a new chimney, perhaps of steel for cheapness, to cope 
with the remaining boilers. Which of the two methods 
would be the better one would depend upon circum- 
stances, and the matter would require careful con- 
sideration of all the conditions. 

In some instances, trouble with the draught is the 
result of restriction in some part of the flues. As a 
general rule, no part of the flues should be less in sec- 
tional area than the throat of the chimney. In one 
instance, where the draught was so poor that the fire- 
men could not keep up the steam pressure, it was 
found that the fire-bridges had been built too high, 
t.e., to within about 9 in. of the top of the furnace 
crowns. The simple act of removing two courses of 
bricks entirely overcame the trouble. 

Sudden bends and changes of section in the flues will 
sometimes be responsible for impaired draught. As 
far as practicable all bends should be smooth and of 
large radius, and the course of the flues to the chimney 
should be as direct as possible. When the chimney is 
at a great distance from the boilers, both it and the 
main flue should be made of considerably larger area 
than would ve necessary in a normal case. For example, 
it is recommended that the area in the case of a main 
flue 1,000 ft. long should be twice as great as would 
be necessary in a case where the boilers and the chimney 
were close together, as determined by the ordinary 
rules. 

We have seen that the draught produced by a chimney 
depends upon the temperature of the gases passing up 
the chimney. If from any cause this temperature should 
be reduced, the draught will be impaired, a fact which 
is commonly overlooked. Hence it is important that 
leakages of cold air into the flues should be carefully 
avoided, and to this end all the brickwork surrounding 
the boiler should be maintained in good order. Since 
there is reason to believe that a considerable quantity 
of cold air sometiines passes through the solid brick- 
work, owing to the porosity of the bricks, the coating 


-over of the external surfaces of the walls with tar is 


worthy of consideration. It is not difficult to realise 
that when the brickwork either of the flues or the 
chimney 1s allowed to become defective, as it frequently 
is, particularly at the back end of Lancashire and 
similar boilers, the quantity of cold air rushing into 
the flues is so great that the hot gases are cooled down 
to such an extent that the draught may be entirely 
spoiled. We have in mind a peculiar instance of this. 

At & certain works, & new boiler of the Lancashire 
type had been installed as a substitute for a similar 
boiler. Arrangements had been made for a number 
of influential shareholders to visit the works on the 
day of starting up the new boiler, and accordingly, the 
engineer-in-charge carried out a general ‘‘ spring- 
cleaning.” On lighting the fires in the new boiler, 
however, he found to his dismay that the chimney would 
not ‘‘ draw," and the boiler house was soon filled with 
smoke. So far as was known, no change whatever in 
the conditions of working had taken place, and for 
the time being, those concerned were at a loss to know 
What to do. A careful examination of the brickwork 
setting showed the brickwork to be in good order, but 
on going to examine the chimney, the engineer-in- 
charge found a large fracture at the buse of the chimney 
extending for several feet. "Through this rent the cold 
air rushed in large volumes, cooling the chimney gases 
to such an extent that the draught was almost entirely 
spoiled, The fracture had existed previously, but had 
been covered up by dirt and refuse until the day in 
question, when the rubbish had been removed, thus 
revealing the defect. The rent was quickly made good, 
after which no further trouble was experienced. 

The serious effects which the installation of a fuel 
economiser may have in impairing chimney draught 
are not always realised as thev should be. Such an 
-Xaratus will generally extract so much heat from the 


— 


products of conibustion that the temperature of the 
gases is reduced about 300 deg. F. Since, as we have 
seen, the draught depends largely upon the temperature 
of the gases, it will be realised that such a reduction 
of temperature may entirely spoil the draught pro- 
duced by a chimney which was originally designed on 
the assumption that there was to be no economiser. If, 
indeed, the outlet temperature of the gases is low to 
commence with, the installation of an economiser 1s out 
of the question. The economiser may also prove a 
serious obstruction in the flues unless care be taken to 
avoid this difficulty. 

In starting up a boiler connected with a cold chimney, 
trouble in creating the draught is liable to be experi- 
enced for the obvious reason that, to commence with, 
the chimney contains a column of air at approximately 
the same temperature as that of the outside air, so that 
there is no difference in weight of the two columns to 
set the gases in motion. When this trouble is met with, 
it may generally be overcome by lighting a fire at the 
base of the chimney. 

Trouble with the draught is sometimes experienced 
in hilly districts when the surrounding hills are in 
close proximity to the chimney. The difficulty is fre- 
quently in the nature of a down draught, and would 
appear to be brought about through the wind blowing 
downwards from the hills and descending the chimney 
shaft. Strangely enough, the trouble may only occur 
when the wind is blowing in a certain direction ; there 
is & belief that when the wind is a northerly one, the 
trouble is far less liable to occur than when it is in 
any other direction, but why this should be so is not 
easy to explain. 

A down draught is often attended with very unplea- 
sant results. For instance, the smoke is blown into 
the boiler house, flames and sparks issue from the 
furnace mouths, and the boiler may vibrate more or 
less violently owing to the descending currents of cold 
air meeting the ascending currents of hot gas. A down 
draught will sometimes be caused by the choking of the 
spaces between the firebars. The flow of air upwards 
through the grate is checked, with the result that air 
flows downwards from the outside. This applies more 
particularly to vertical boilers, and the remedy is 
obvious. 

In Lancashire boilers, a trouble closely akin to down 
or back draught is occasionally caused through the bafi- 
ling of the two streams of gas as they issue from the 
flue tubes, and meet in the downtake; this trouble may 
be accompanied by the most violent vibration. The 
remedy is to prevent the two streams of gas mixing 
together until they have passed a distance of a few feet 
under the boiler towards the front end, by building a 
mid-feather wall. 


Australian Industrial Developmeuts.—A Brama PRo- 
TEST.—The Sydney correspondent of the Daily Telegraph reports 
that, speaking at the opening of Meesrs. Chubbe's new safe works, 
Sir Joseph Cook referred to the growing tendency of British firms 
to establish factories in Australia. He said he was recently 
advised that it was proposed to spend £10,000,000 in new enter- 
prises. Since last March, 22 important new undertakings had been 
registered.with an aggregate capital of £3,500,000, besides £ 1,500,000 
in the wool and textile industries alone. Bearing on the same 
subjeot, " the Australian Overseas Committee of the British Electrical 
Manufacturers’ Association has protested against the decision of 
the Sydney City Council to accept the tender of an Australian firm 
at a price 20 per cent. higher than that of British firms. The 
Association states that the duty, freight, insurance, exchange, and 
other charges afford Australian firms a protection of 45 per cent. 
Thus the total burden on British manufacturers in this instance is 
65 per cent. It is urged that no preference should be given to 
local firms over British goods.” 


High-Speed Kinematograph.—A golfer’s strokes were 
used by Dr. Gustave Monod, of Vichy, during a lecture he gave at 
the Royal Society of Medicine, on February 23rd, to demonstrate 
the ultra-kinema, a French apparatus which Dr. Monod has 
brought with him from France. According to the Dai/y Mail, the 
film is made at the rate of 300 exposures per second, and the 
picture is thrown on to the screen at the rate of 16 to the second. 
showing the action. Dr. Monod explained, about 20 times more 
slowly than the speed at which it took place. 
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ELECTRICAL DECISIONS IN 1920—1. 


Tsx: Law Reports for 1920 do not contain many cases 
relating directly to the supply of electricity. Either 
the lawyers have been too busy with other matters, or 
those connected with the industry have been careful 
enough, or fortunate enough, to keep out of the way 
of litigation. 

There are, however, a few cases relating to tramways 
and other matters to which it is desirable to draw atten- 
tion. | 

First with regard to tramways: those who run these 
vehicles in public streets seem to be fair game for claims 
for compensation for alleged personal injuries; though 
to people who have a due sense of proportion, the num- 
ber of accidents which can possibly give a cause of action 
1s extraordinarily small when compared with the number 
of persons carried. Ro 

Two cases have been decided, one in Ireland and 
the other in England, in which the duty of a conductor 
in relation to passengers was considered. In the Irish 
case (Steele v. Belfast Corporation (1920) 2 I.R. 125), 
an action for negligence was brought. The evidence 
for the plaintiff was to the effect that, while a tramcar 
was at a standstill at a compulsory stopping place, in- 
dicated by a red signal post, the plaintiff proceeded to 
enter, but just as she had put her foot on the step, a 
passenger on the platform rang the conductor's starting 
bell, and the driver put the car in motion, with the 
result that the plaintiff was thrown to the ground and 
sustained serious injuries; that during all this time 
the conductor was on the top of the car collecting fares, 
and that during the earlier part of the same journey the 
bell had been rung by passengers on at least three occa- 
sions. The fact that the Irish Court of Appeal held, 
on these facts, that the jury were entitled to find a 
verdict seems to indicate that according to the judges 
in Ireland a conductor is bound to prevent the misuse 
of the starting bell at all costs; but that this is not 
the view of English judges appears from Wagner w. 
West Ham Corporation (31 T.L.R. 86), where an attempt 
was made to make a tramway company liable for an 
accident to a passenger in somewhat unusual circum- 
stances. When the plaintiff was entering a car of the 
defendants at an optional stopping place, the vehicle 
moved forward, with the result that the plaintiff was 
injured. It was shown that the starting bell was rung 
bv someone other than the conductor. In these circum- 
stances the Corporation was sued, it being asserted that 
the conductor was negligent. A County Court judge hav- 
ing found that there was no negligence, gave judgment 
for the Corporation, and his decision was affirmed by 
two judges of the King's Bench Division, who laid it 
down that the mere fact that a tramway car has been 
started from an optional stopping place through the 
bell being rung by a passenger in the absence of the 
conductor does not render the tramway owners respon- 
sible for injury thereby occasioned, unless it is shown 
that in the circumstances the non-control of the bell 
bv the conductor amounted to negligence. This decision 
accords with common sense. A conductor has many 
functions to perform besides watching the ingress and 
egress of passengers, and in the absence of negligence 
his employers ought not to be held responsible. 

Apart from those who suffer actual physical injury, 
people whose nerves are affected sometimes attempt to 
recover damages from tramway authorities. Thus in a 
Scotch case, Ross v. Glasgow Corporation (1919 S.C. 
174) a lady averred that she was occupying a front seat 
on the top of an east-bound car, which was standing 
30 feet from a set of points; that she saw the driver of 
a west-bound car, which was standing on the same line 
of rails, but on the other side of the points, start his 
car without changing the points, and drive at consider- 
able speed towards her car, stopping only at a distance 
of 3 feet from it; and that, through fear of a collision, 
she sustained a nervous shock which resulted in per- 
manent injury to her health. It was held that such a 
serious fright as that alleged was not a natural aud 


probable consequence of the occurrence, and the action 
was dismissed as irrelevant. It will be observed that 
the action was dismissed not because the claim was for 


damages for nervous shock, but because, in the opinion 


of the Court, the shock was not the necessary result of 
the accident. Claims for mere shock have more than 
once been held good—at any rate in English courts. 
In the case of the Postmaster General v. Blackpool 
and Fleetwood T'ramroad Co., Ltd. (1920) 37 T. L. R. 
20), the Postmaster-General sought to recover damages 
from the defendant company, alleging that certain tele- 
graph cables which he had laid near their tramline had 
been injured by electrolytic corrosion. He was held 
entitled to recover, notwithstanding that the tramline 
had been constructed by the defendants under their 
powers in 1898, and the lines of the Postmaster-General 
were not laid until 1914. "This remarkable decision re- 
quires some explanation. The company were bound 
by S. 65 (1) of their private Act (Blackpool and Fleet- 
wood Tramroad Act, 1896) to work their undertaking 
in all respects with due regard to the telegraphic lines 
from time to time used by the Postinaster-General and 
the currents in such telegraphic lines; and ‘‘ Shall use 
every reasonable means in the construction of their 
electric lines. . . to prevent injurious affection.” 
S. 65 (2) imposes upon the company an obligation to 
pay the expense of all such alterations in the telegraphic 
lines of the Postmaster-General as may be necessary to 
remedy injurious affection. It appeared that the tele- 
graphic line was laid in 1914 within 7 feet of the com- 
pany's electric lines, and without any notice to the 
tramway company. A breakdown, which occurred in 
1916, was found to be due to corrosion, and the dith- 


. culty was overcome by bonding. A County Court judge 


before whom the case came in the first instance, held 
that the Postmaster-General, in order to succeed, was 
bound to show that the company had failed to lay their 
cables in the proper way, and that, as he had failed 
to do this, the company could not be blamed. The 
Court of Appeal, however, held that this argument was 
untenable. Counsel for the company then attempted to 
argue that as the Postmaster-General had been negligent 
in laying his telegraphic cable so near to the tramway 


cables, the company could not be held responsible. The 


Court of Appeal refused to allow this point to be raised, 
as it had not been taken before the County Court judge. 
They made it quite plain, however, that this was a 
defence which might have been put forward, and the 
fact that they did so is a matter which ought to be borne 
in mind by tramway and other companies who have 
claims for“ injurious affection ’’ preferred against them 
by the Postmaster-General. 


SUPPLY LEGISLATION IN HOLLAND. 


Turk question of the creation of a public authority in Holland 
for the concentration of the generation and transmission ot 
electricity, to which reference was made in this Journal about 
a year ago, has not yet been settled, although a somewhat 
modified Bill is at present receiving the consideration 
of the Second Chamber of the States-General. This 
Bill has for several months past been under the examination 
of a departmental committee, some of the members of which 
have raised objections to the scheme. In their opinion, the 
adoption of the project would not promote the supply of 
electricity throughout the country, but would hinder it, 
as the existing central stations would be hampered in their 
development on the measure becoming law. On the other 
hand, the Minister of Public Works, in the course of a lengthy 
reply to the objections in general, states that the facf is 
overlooked that the greater part of the country—in eight of 
the eleven provinces—is already supplied, and will continue to 
be supplied to a large extent in the near future, according 
to concessions granted by the Crown; and it is intended to 
issue concessions to provinces and communes in the remainder 
of the country. It is calculated that the scheme will 
permit of the delivery of electricity to consumers at a lower 
price than would otherwise be possible. But although the 
Minister expects great advantages to result from the centralisa- 
tion of production, or at least from the use of large sets, 
he expresses the opinion that the importance of the proposed 
regulation of the industry hes less in the circumstance that 
it would render this concentration possible than in the advan- 
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tage which it will confer on the country by the production 
and transmission of electricity at high pressure. 

The Minister proceeds to state that with the exception of 
a few central stations all the electricity supply works are in 
the possession of the provincial and communal authorities. 
In so far as the bringing into operation of the scheme will 
cause any change for these bodies, it is that they will be 
relieved in the first place by the State (the public authority 
as a company) taking over the central stations and high-pres- 
sure network, and secondly, new generating stations and 
high-pressure networks which appear necessary will be estab- 
lished by the State, and not by the provinces or communes. 
In general, the centralisation will not proceed further than 
the production and transmission at high pressure, and will, 
except in special cases, not extend to the distribution of 
electricity. As to the purchase price to be paid for works, it is 
impossible to agree that more shall be paid than the value 
of the plant for the carrying on of the business. Proposals 
exist for the conversion to electric traction of certain of the 
railways which have to deal with a large volume of traffic, 
and in this connection the committee has reported that the 
source of production and distribution of energy for this pur- 
pose is independent of the system to be adopted for the work- 
ing of the railways. : 

According to the alterations made in the original Bill, the 
publie authority (company) to be formed bears the title of 
the Nederlandsch Electriciteits Bedrijf. The object is to 
establish and work stations for the production of electricity 
which is to be placed at the disposal of other parties, the 
transmission. of the power by primary high-pressure mains 
and its transformation in sub-stations connected directly with 
the primary network; in special cases also to establish and 
carry on distributing works according to concessions to be 
granted by the Crown, and to purchase and take over generat- 
ing works and equipment, as well as to buy energy in so far 
as may be necessary. Authority is conferred upon the company 
to take every action in accordance with the foregoing objects 
or which is connected with them to the fullest extent, even 
if this implies participation in other undertakings. The com- 
pany is forbidden to dispose of the whole or part of any 
works or rights acquired, without the consent of the Minister 
of Public Works, and the sanction of the latter is also required 
to the raising of loans and the conclusion of important con- 
tracts for the sale or purchase of energy, the Electricity 
Board being heard before the Minister decides what are im- 
portant contracts. 

The company, which is to be formed for a period of 99 years 
dating from the Royal approval of the law, will have an 
ordinary share vapital of 15,000,000 fl. divided into 100 shares 
of 150,000 fl. each. It is further provided that both consumers 
and workme:: mall be represented on the Electricity Board, 
which will F: established under the law to act as an advisory 
council to the Minister of Public Works. 


JOINT ELECTRICITY AUTHORITIES. 


THE CHESTER AND NORTH WALES INQUIRY. 
(Continued from p. 236.) 


Continuing the cross-examination of Mr. S. E. Britton on 
February 1th, Mr. JONES closely questioned the witness as to 
figures given in the scheme which showed discrepancies, and 
an adjournment was granted for the town clerk of Chester 
to go into the matter; on resuming, the latter stated that 
owing to the hurry of the revision of the scheme certain figures 
were put in which were inaccurate, and the total should read 
£20 800 instead of £35,850 in regard to the cost of transmission 
lines. Questioned as to the Vale of Ciwyd scheine, the witness 
stated it was proposed to put a dam across the river Clwyd 
and construct two channels across the river Elwy; the cost 
of £65,000 included £18,000 for cable, and it was proposed to 
submerge 28 acres of land which would cost about 44, 600, 
and include water rights and compensation. The dam would 
be about 40 to 50 ft. high, and be made of stone. The dam 
would form a lake about a mile long and half a mile wide; 
the tlow of the Elwy had been measured up to 14,000 cu. ft. 
à minute. 

Mr. Jones: What I want to know is how are you going to 
construct a lake of that size on 28 acres of land? 

Mr. Britton: I have not got the figures here; of course I 
have overstated it, a square mile is over 400 acres, and ob- 
viously that 1s wrong. 

Mr. Jones: I am very concerned as to whether these figures 
you. are putting before the Commissioners are really reliable. 

Mr. TYLDESLEY JONES, in concluding his cross-examination, 
said he reserved for a later time some points in the clauses 
containing obligations which had been put there for the 
supply of railways, and if the order went any further be 
would ask for it to be materially extended, because it was 
limited to haulage on the railways. 

The witness was then cross-examined by Mr. Moon, for the 
Dee Fisheries Board, who questioned the witness as to his 
report to the Board of Agriculture, in which he stated: The 
Dee was prominent among British rivers for the cultivation 
of salmon, and in utilising the river for the generation of 
electricity special attention should be given to fishing in- 
terests. ; 


In reply to further questions, the witness stated they had 
no intention of taking otf the foot from the weir put on 
under the Defence of the Realm Act. He also said he had 
seen salmon use the ''fish pass.” 

Witness said it was proposed to construct two new weirs at 
first; eight in all were to be constructed, but at what period 
he could not say. Since the first proposal was made four of 
the proposed dams had been cut out, reducing the 50, 000, 00 
units. He estimated that up to 60,000 cu. ft. per minute would 
pass through the turbine intake at full load. 

Mr. BRUCE cross-examined witness as to the Vale of Clwyd 
scheme and the proposal to erect a dam on the Elwy, and 
the chairman remarked that before a hydro-electric station 
could be constructed the Commissioners would see that proper 
notices would be given to the authorities concerned, and any 
N interests such as the Fisheries would be fully con- 
sulted. 

Mr. A. E. Mokkis, cross-examining on behalf of the 
Carnarvon C. C., asked If no public authorities, say. in 
Carnarvonshire came into your scheme owing to the financial 
responsibilities which clause 78 puts upon them, where do you 
hope to get that money to develop or to make transmission 
lines during the first five years? 

Mr. Britron: The Joint Electricity Authority must have 
powers to raise the money. otherwise it could not operate, and 
it would raise money under such powers. 

Sir HARRY Hawanp: Is it the intention that the Joint 
Electricity Authority should not construct any works in the 
area of a district, the urban or rural council of which declines 
to become a constituent authority? 

Mr. Britron: No. I do not think that is the idea. I do 
not think it restricts itself to the areas of authorities who 
have undertaken financial responsibility only. I think it must 
operate in the whole area. 

Sir Harry Hawarp: Then there will be advantages to be 
gained by consumers in areas the councils of which do not 
become constituent authorities, and the money for carrying 
out those works would be raised on the security of the whole 
of the district which is represented on the Joint Electricity 
Authority. 

Cross-examined by Mr. WALTER Jones (Anglesey C.C.), wit- 
ness said that the resources of the Power Co. as regards the 
western area were the primary and only source, and that the 
areas in that district should have preferential appropriation 
of an adequate development to the local and national ad- 
vantage. 

Mr. H. S. K. FELTHAM (town clerk of Crewe) then cross- 
examined the witness as to what the scheme intended to do 
for Crewe. 

The town clerk of Chester, before the adjournment for the 
day, asked for the production by the Power Co. of details 
so as to show the financial result year by year, including 
capital charges and revenue, up to 1925. 

There was again a large attendance when the inquiry re- 
opened on Friday, February 18th. At the outset the chair- 
man asked Mr. Dickson, the town clerk of Chester, whether 
the statement showing the approximate composition of the 
Joint Electricity Authority as promised by him was yet 
prepared. 

Mr. DicKSON expressed regret that it was not ready, and 
put in a statement showing how the £27.5 per kW capacity 
of the steam generating station was arrived at, the figures 
given being the estimates of the contractors. The figures 
given under wages, stores and repairs, and rents, rates, and 
taxes, management and establishment charges, had been 
altered, the total being £28,875. 

Sir JOHN SNELL remarked that the Commissioners were 
getting rather concerned as to the length of the inquiry. All 
who desired to cross-examine the witnesses should avoid repe- 
tition. 

Mr. FELTHAM (town clerk of Crewe) continued his cross- 
examination of Mr. Britton. Mr. Feltham said there were 
something like 20 generating stations in the area at present; 
would it be more economical if they were to be extended or 
for the scheme to go through? 

Mr. Britron: I think it is essential that the scheme should 
go through. 

Cross-examined by Mr. ALLEN (Denbigh C. C.), he said it was 
absolutely essential for industrial purposes that a constant 
supply of energy should be maintained, especially with respect 
to the water in some of the mines. 

Asked whether he proposed to charge the same price for 
industrial purposes as for lighting purposes, Mr. Britton said 
a Joint Electricity Authority would not provide tariffs for 
lighting only; it would provide tariffs to supply authorised 
distributors and large consumers. ‘The price to the authorised 
distributors mentioned on Thursday, about 14d., was merely 
an average figure. 

Mr. ALLEN: Do you know that energy is supplied to the 
collieries in Lancashire at under ld. per unit? 

Mr. Britron: I do not know that. In answer to the 
chairman, the witness said that taking the load factor into 
account, it should be possible to get a figure of under 1d. 
per unit. Asked by Mr. Allen whether the enlargement of 
the existing Wrexham station or the erection of a generating 
station in the heart of a coalfield would give greater confidence 
to the industries of the district rather than the water power 
scheme, Mr. Britton said No. 'The proper place to put the 
steam station was on the Dee, having regard to the volume 


Vol. 88. No, 2,358, Maron 4, 1921. 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


269 


of water available for condensing purposes. It was proposed 
to erect the transmission lines overhead. 

In answer to Mr. COwIET (Northwich U. D. C.), the witness 
said the promoters of the scheme could give no assurance 
when the scheme would be carried out; it was a matter for 
the Commissioners and the Joint Electricity Authority. 

Mr. CowLEY: Suppose the whole of the urban authorities 
within a defined area could not see their way to come within 
the scheme, to become, as it were, constituent authorities in 
the scheine. it would be difficult to work the scheme. 

Mr. BnirTON : If they took the line you suggest they would 
be neglecting their duty under the new Act. 

In answer to Mr. FENNELL (Northwich Electricity Supply 
Co.), the witness said that he had not had any further infor- 
mation to enable him to form an opinion as to whether the 
Dee water power or the Welsh water power would be the 
best in the central and eastern areas. 

Mr. Amos Jones (Rhyl U.D.C.): Have you applications 
from anyone in the district for energy 

Mr. BRriTTON : It has not been part of our work to do that. 

Mr. Jones: The facts establish that only 356,000 units were 
consumed by Rhyl, but you put forward a proposal that 
3,000,000 units will be taken in the next ten years. Rhyl is 
the only town in the area that at present consumes electricity. 

The CHAIRMAN: May not that be because your cost of pro- 
duction is so high? i 

Mr. JONES pointed out that there was a belief prevailing 
amongst various undertakers that should they refuse to par- 
ticipate in any scheme that might be set up, the Commis- 
sioners in whom the power of sanctioning loans was now 
vested would refuse them any expenditure upon their under- 
taking until such time as they agreed to come within the 
scheme. 

The CHAIRMAN : For the benefit of those who have got that 
mistaken idea, I might perhaps say at once that I am quite 
sure that it would not be the attitude of the Commissioners. 
If after the establishment of a Joint Electricity Authority 
there is a particular undertaker in the district whose under- 
taking can be extended at a cheaper rate, and with a greater 
benefit to the people in the area than the alternative course 
of taking it from some distant supply, I am perfectly certain 
the Commissioners under those circumstances would not 
refuse to sanction the extension of that undertaker's station, 
taking. of course, all the necessary points into consideration. 

Cross-examined by Mr. H. J. Owen (Merioneth County 
Council) the witness said he was aware that Merionethshire 
was anxious to obtain an adequate supply at an early date, 
subject to some form of public control, and that Merioneth 
was within the area of the North Wales Power Co. 

Mr. Owen: Why has Merioneth been left out of your 
scheme? : 

Mr. Britron: It is stated that so far as Merioneth and 
Montgomery are concerned it should be the first duty of a 
Joint Electricity Authority thoroughly to survey those areas, 
and find out the sources available for development. 

Mr. Owen: I take it the whole area will benefit by the 
erection of a station at Maentwrog, and that you will admit 
the resources of Merionethshire are being made available and 
diverted to services outside the county? 

Mr. Britron: Well, the county generally, as far as prac- 
ticable. 

The witness was then cross-examined by Mr. Lreicu (Flint- 
shire County Council) concerning the figures given for the 
o per mile of the transmission lines, and the route of the 
ine. 

Sir Harry Hawanp: What figures ought I to take for the 
purposes of comparison with the generating costs of existing 
stations in order to show whether it would pay the authorised 
undertakers to take a bulk supply from your new station? 

Mr. Britton: The figure is 1.135d. including transnussion ; 
at Northwich the figure is 1.161d. 

Sir Harry Hawarp: It is not clear that the whole of those 
costs would be saved if Northwich took a supply in bulk, and 
there would be certain wages stil to be paid, so that the 
generating costs of Northwich were something less than 
1.16l1d. 

Mr. Britton: That would be so. 

Sir Harry HAwWARD: Could you afford to supply Northwich 
at a figure which would induce them to take your supply? 

Mr. Britton: Not on the average cost per unit. 

The witness, in reply to further questions, said he was 
expecting 20 existing stations to be discarded on the assump- 
tion that a supply would be available at a cost below their 
present cost. 

In reply to Mr. Pace, the witness said he had not been 
able, through lack of information, to come to any conclusion 
as to what would be the diversity factor in the event of the 
stations being supplied from a common source. He agreed 
that if any other source or method of supplying electricity 
could be shown to be economical, the low-fall water power 
should remain in abeyance until soine future time. 

In arriving at the figure of 2d. per unit he had assumed 
the calorific value of the fuel at 11,000 B.th.u. 

Mr. Pace: What would be the ratio between steam sup- 
plied load and water supplied load in a total load of 10.000 kW? 

Mr. BnrrTON : I should think anything between 30 and 50 
per cent. would be ample. 

In reply to further questions as to the many steps between 
the turbine and consumer on the proposed low-fall water- 
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power development, the witness said it was proposed to adopt 
mo Thury system, whicb be considered was the most suit- 
able. 

Mr. Pace: Have you considered the Highfield method“ 
Perhaps you do not know of that—it is quite recent; it is a 
new type of, shall we call it, " converter.” 

The CHAIRMAN: Supposing, when the details of the Power 
Co.'s scheme are untolded, that it be found that energy can 
be supplied by them into the eastern district more cheaply 
than you estimate you can generate from a steam station on 
the Dee, in spite of what you have said, do you seriously, as 
an engineer, say that it would not be better and the more 
proper thing to take the energy from the Power Co.'s district 
for use in the eastern districts rather than incur the expense 
of a scheme on the Dee Estuary? 

Mr. Britron: I quite agree, sir; if, as you say, such a 
result can be shown it would be quite the proper thing to 
develop in the west and leave the other development. 

The witness also agreed that with reasonable duplication 
there would not be any real difficulty in maintaining intact 
a properly designed system of transmission. 

Before Mr. Britton left the witness chair, which he had 
occupied for nine hours, the chairman remarked that the 
Commissioners recognised that he had done valuable pioneer 
work in connection with the matter, and they wished to thank 
him and his colleagues for it. 

The next witness called was Mr. W. H. Armistead, a 
consulting fish culturist. He said that the dams to be con- 
structed would cease to be an obstruction to salmon if suitable 
fish passes were constructed. 

Lieut.-Col. W. A. CHURTON, deputy chairman of the Chester 
City Council Electricity Committee, gave evidence, and was 
followed by Sir Henry RonBERTSON, chairman of the Dee 
Fishery Board, who stated that with the formation of the 
lagoons pike would congregate and destroy the salmon fry. 
He estimated the value of the salmon caught yearly in the 
river at £10,000. 

In answer to Mr. ALLEN, the witness stated that his com- 
pany, the Brymbo Steel Co., generated and consumed 
5,000,000 units of electricity a year. In answer to Mr. MILLEk, 
he said that they were prepared to purchase energy from 
the North Wales Power Co. if it were offered at a price which 
would pay them to buy it—say, in the neighbourhood of 
jd. a unit. 

Mr. Moon (Dee Fishery Board) addressed the Commis- 
sioners, asking them to reject the scheme on the ground 
that the proposal involved compulsory powers, which ought 
not to have been included. His Board also took the view 
that if there was an urgent demand for electricity in the 
district there was obviously an alternative supply which should 
be considered, and the scheme, as far as concerned the water 
portions of it, was completely irrelevant and could have no 
force whatever. 

Mr. Bruce then made a statement on behalf of the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Fisheries, and said it was the considered 
opinion of the Board that the fisheries would be not absolutely 
ruined, but next door to it. The fishery interests would be 
prepared to stand aside in the common interest if this were 
necessary, but the alternative scheme did not affect the fisheries 
in the least. 


THE NORTH WALES Power Co.'s SCHEME. 


Mr. MiLLER was then called upon to open the case for the 
North Wales Power & Traction Co.'s scheme (abstracted in 
the ELECTRICAL. Review of February llth). He said that the 
basis of the scheme was the proper development of the high- 
level water power of the western area: they wanted to develop 
that power, and they could do it to everybody's advantage. 
In 1903 the company was formed, and in 1904 it applied for 
Parliamentary powers, and in due course received them. The 
company was constituted for the purposes of the Act under- 
takers in the counties of Carnarvon, Denbigh (exclusive of 
the borough of Wrexham and the rural district of Wrexham), 
Merioneth, and Anglesey. By Section 9 of the Act there were 
transferred to the company powers with respect to generating 
and supplying electricity which had previously been vested 
in the Portmadoc, Beddgelert, and South Snowdon Railway 
Co., which had acquired those powers under an earlier Act 
of 1901. The company proceeded to carry on the work at 
Cwm Dyli, and got transmission lines, he thought, to Blaenau 
Festiniog, and to Llanberis, in connection with that station. 
In 1907 the first Aluminium Corporation came into existence ; 
in 1909 the present Aluminium Corporation was formed with 
strong financial backing, and took over the business of the 
1907 Corporation, which had in its own day taken over from 
the North Wales Power Co., the watershed known as the 
Ergian Watershed, now in use and developed at the Dolgarrog 
Power station. The Aluminium Corporation at once proceeded 
to develop the important water power in the Llewelyn Range, 
and its power station was at Dolgarrog in the Vale of Conway. 

In 1916 the Corporation, in conjunction with the Conway 
and Colwyn Bay Joint Water Supply Board, obtained a special 
Act under which the Corporation was given authority to 
enlarge and extend Lake Cowlyd and to have the use of the 
lake after the necessary water supply had gone to the Board. 

In answer to the Chairman, Mr. MILLER said that the North 
Wales Power Co. was the statutory company carrying on under 
the Act the business of supplying power, and the Aluminium 
Corporation since 1918 had worked with it under one chairman, 
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Mr. Kenneth M. Clarke and the same managing director, 
Mr. Jack; all the directors of the North Wales Power 
Company had seats on the board of the Aluminium Corpora- 
tion. "here were additional directors of the latter who sup- 
ported the present scheme. Ihe North Wales Power Com- 
pany owned the Cwm Dyli power station and the transmission 
lines of the company, and the Aluminium Corporation con- 
structed the Dolgarrog power stations. The two stations were 
now linked up and a transmission line passed from Dolgarrog 
D 1 Dyli. ‘The business of supply took place from Cwm 
yli. 

Mr. HOwELL (Town Clerk of Wolverhampton) said he ap- 
peared for the authorised undertakers for the North-West Mid- 
lands areas, which comprises the Midland Electrie Corporation 
for Power Distribution, the Corporations of Stoke-on-Trent, 
West Bromwich, Shrewsbury, Leek, Newcastle-under-Lyme, 
Wolverhampton, and Market Drayton Electric Light and 
Power Company; the area as provisionally determined by the 
Commissioners in the county of Chester, the municipal 
borough of Congleton, Macclestield, and the urban districts of 
Alsager, Bollington, Buglawton, Sandbach, and the rurat dis- 
tricts of Yeardsley, Congleton, Disley and Macclesfield; in the 
county of Derby, New Mills and Hayfield. Those were areas 
roughly in the north and north-west which the conference 
Wished to be excluded from the district as provisionally deter- 
mined by the Commissioners, and if those areas were to be 
excluded they must be placed in districts which the Commis- 
sioners were now considering. 

Mr. S. T. ALLEN (Wolverhampton electrical engineer and 
chairman of the Engineers" Committee representing the West 
Midlands district) gave evidence in support of the application, 


and stated the distances of the places they asked to be ex-. 


cluded from the stations they proposed to construct, one at 
lronbridge, on the Severn, with a capacity of 150,000 kW. and 
another near Rugeley, on the Trent, of 80,000 kW, and a third 
at Stoke, on the Trent, of 30,000 kW. 

Mr. Allen was cross-examined by several representatives of 
adjacent authorities, and Mr. Proctor, for the promoters of 
Scheme A, said he had no objection to the areas being included 
in his scheme. 

The CualkuAN said they would have due regard to the repre- 
sentation made by the North-West Midlands authorities. 

On Saturday, resuming his statement on behalf of the North 
Wales Power Co.'s scheme, Mr. A. T. MILLER, K.C., said to 
make the best use of the hydraulic power at the disposal of 
the Power Co. it was essential that the company should have 
a market in the industrial area on each side of the eastern 
border of Wales, and during the next ten years, which would 
form the interim period of development, it was proposed to 
supply energy at lid. a unit average price, and when the 
development reached maturity this figure would be very con- 
siderable reduced. The erection of the transmission lines would 
be proceeded with as soon as the necessary powers were ob- 
tained or reasonably in sight. With the approval of the Com- 
missioners these powers would be asked for by means of a 
Bill before Parliament. 

Counsel went on to refer to various objections raised against 
the Power Co.'s scheme. One objection was that if the scheme 
were approved, there would not be sufficient public control 
over the undertaking. lle would have thought that the ap- 
pointment of the Electricity Commissioners themselves would 
to a very great extent meet such an objection as that, but the 
promoters were most anxious in every way to meet reasonable 
eriticisins or objections, and they proposed to provide for the 
formation of an advisory committee of the consumers, includ- 
ing representatives of the distributors, the railway companies, 
and the large consumers. This committee could consider all 
complaints and advise as to proposed extensions of mains and 
80 forth, and could make representations to the Electricity 
Commissioners, whose quasi-compulsory powers would be suffl— 
cient to secure attention to any reasonable requirements. 

The objection that this private company might extort un- 
reasonable profits from the consumers was met by clauses in 
the Power Company's Act limiting the profits to 10 per cent., 
and limitations as to the prices to be charged. The company 
was subject to a Board of Trade audit already. As to the sug- 
gestion that the Electricity Act contemplated administration 
by public authorities, Mr. Miller pointed out that the pro- 
vision for the setting-up of a Joint Electricity Authority in 
the Act was to be acted upon where necessary, and he sub- 
mitted that such a body was not necessary in this district, 
and would, owing to the exceptional character of the district, 
be undesirable. i 

The * deficiency clause“ was put in to enable the company 
to pay the debenture interest in the event of the income from 
power sold not being sufficient to do so. Should another war 
break out, or some unforeseen dislocation of trade conditions 
arise. Which would embarrass the company— which. would, 
owing to the nature of its business, have to make contracts 
ahead for many years—the clause would enable it to make up 
any deficiency of the debenture interest by a call upon the 
consumers in respect of the preceding vear; or, if preferred, 
it could be made in the form of an increase of price for the 
coming vears. The promoters were quite willing that the 
operation of the clause should be rendered subject to the 
approval of the Connmissioners. 

Mr. II. J. Jack, managing director of the Power Co., gave 
evidence. He explained the various works, and indicated the 
various watersheds by exhibiting a model on which the moun- 


tain ranges and valleys were shown to scale. He said that the 
heaviest rainfall was on the Snowdon area, which caught the 
rain clouds coming in from the Atlantic, and the lowest at 
the western side. In addition to the existing resources the 
company proposed to construct a dam near Maentwrog, which 
would give an enormous storage, and there were many further 
plans for increasing the supply of hydraulic power. It was 
proposed that the North Wales Power Co. should take £250,000 
of the debenture issue of the Aluminium Corporation, and 
should finance the corporation to the extent of another 
£250,000, and in consideration the corporation would agree 
to give the Power Co. as much or as little electrical energy 
as the Power Co. might desire from year to yeur at the rate 
of id. per unit. 

It was at first intended that the companies should be merged, 
but that proposal bristled with difficulties, and this solution 
was worked out as the simplest way of dealing with the 
problem. A considerable amount of 1urther capital would be 
required, and he thought that by issuing a bond that was 
certain to obtain its interest at a reasonable rate the money 
could be obtained from the public. "Through his experience 
of the transmission of electricity by overhead mains he found 
that the system worked effectively and was extremely satis- 
factory, as he thought the company's customers would testify. 
The longest transmission line was that to Trevor, in South 
Carnarvonshire, a distance of 26 miles. 

The witness was questioned by Mr. Dickson (Chester Cor- 
poration) as to the terms of the agreement with the Aluminium 
Corporation. The agreement, Mr. Jack explained, had not 
been drawn up, but, at the suggestion of the chairman, he 
promised to give the heads of it at the resumed sitting of 
the Commission. 

Mr. BoorH, a Commissioner, drew attention to a clause in 
the Power Co.'s Act, under which the company was required, 
on being served with notice to supply energy to a district. to 
deliver that energy at a specified point within that district. 

In reply to Mr. T. E. Morris (Carnarvonshire County 
Council), Mr. Jack declined to commit himself to the principle 
of giving preferential treatment to consumers who were near 
the power stations in the matter of price. To Mr. J. AMPHLETT 
(Colwyn Bay).) who supported the Power Co.'s scheme gener- 
allv, Mr. Jack said he would not object to soine clause being 
inserted in the proposed Act under which, if the Power Co. 
at any time found itself unable to carry out its obligations, 
the proposed advisory committee would carry on the works. 
In fact, at the back of his mind was the thought that the 
advisory committee would, when it had learnt its business, 
become the Joint Authority for the area. 

At this stage the Commission adjourned till Monday. 

(To be concluded.) 


NOTES FROM CANADA. 


(FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.) 


SoME mortths ago the Provincial Government of Ontario ap- 
pointed à special committee to report on the possibility of 
devising a more equitable system ot distribution of power by 
the Hydro- Electric Power Commission and a more uniform 
price. Ihe former question was raised apparently by the 
rural portions of the province, where the people evidently feel 
that the cities and towns are getting all the benefits of cheap 
power while they themselves are left out except in those cases 
where the transmission and distribution lines pass sufliciently 
near to the hamlets and the farms to make it practicable to 
supply them; the latter question no doubt emanated both from 
rural districts and from small towns and villages, where 1t 
has been found possible to give a supply of electric energy, 
but only at high rates, owing to the smallness of the demand 
or to the remoteness of the particular town, &c., from the 
source of supply. 

It is believed that this latter question was the one which 
was actually responsible for the appointment of a committee 
as, for some time, there has been an agitation in certain 
quarters that there should be one uniform rate throughout 
all the Commission's systems for electric energy, no matter 
how close to or remote from the source of supply any spot 
might be. 

The committee referred to have just issued their report, 
which is unfavourable to the proposed “ flat’’ rate for the 
entire province, but advocates a zone system instead, the 
rates to be uniform throughout any particular zone, of 
course. 

Several other matters are dealt with m the report, which 
may be of interest. 

The committee recommend the creation of a“ Department 
of Power, to be a department of the Provisional Government 
with a Minister of Power " at its head; they also recom- 
mend that a yearly rental for all power developed be charged 
at the rate of $2.00 per h.p., which would yield about 
$2,000,000. The report points out that of about 337.000 h.p. 
being supplied by the lIHydro-Electrie Power Commission, 
only about 2.500 h.p. is supplied to the agricultural industry ; 
this being the case, the committee recommend that the 
Government should give financial assistance to rural districts 
by paving a certain proportion of the cost per h.p. supplied 
to such districts, the small and more remote municipalities 
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should also, it is stated, receive some measure of assistance, 
and suggested figures are given. 

For power costing more than $30.00 per h.p.-year for any 
municipality or power zone, the Government should assist 
to the extent of 50 per cent. of the excess over 530.00 up to 
a maximum figure (for the Government) of $25.00. 

For power supplied to the agricultural industries, the assist- 
ance given may amount to “a sum sullicient to meet 80 per 
cent. of the annual charge necessary to pay for the cost of 
building and maintaining in rural districts the low-pressure 
transmission lines that are necessary for rural distribution, 
but that such assistance shall not exceed 50 per cent. of the 
revenue derived from power rentals, and that one of the 
conditions upon which such assistance may be given is that 
there must be an average of three services per mile of trans- 
mission line in all rural districts served.” 

It will be very interesting to note whether these proposals 
are actéd upon, as they will form something of a new de- 
parture in electricity supply even in connection with public 
ownership. ‘That there will be strong opposition to some of 
them is certain. The consideration of such questions is ex- 
plained by the fact that Ontario at present has a Farmers“ 
Government in power. | 

In December the Hydro-Electric Power Commission put 
into operation two sets of 12,500 h.p. each at the power site 
developed at Nipigon, near Port Arthur, which is at the 
Western end of Lake Superior, and about 800 miles N.W. of 
Toronto. At present there is a temporary dam which gives 
only about half the head which will be available when tlie 
permanent dam is completed so that the power now obtain- 
able is only about 12.500 h.p. Altogether about 75,000 h.p. 
can be developed at Nipizon when the local demands warrant 
it. Power is being supplied now to Port Arthur, and in time 
large pulp and paper interests as well as the City of Fort 
William will be using power developed on the Nipigon river. 

According to a recent article in the Canadian Engineer, 
the Union of Municipalities, in the Province of Quebec (the 
stronghold of private enterprise so far as electrical engineering 
in Canada is concerned), is urging that the question of the 
development of water power by the Government receive con- 
sideration. Up to the present time the Provincial Govern- 
ment in Quebec, through the agency of the Quebec Streams 
Commission, has attended to the proper regulation and stor- 
age of water powers leaving actual development of water- 
power sites to private undertakings. If the proposals of the 
Union of Municipalities be adopted it will mean a very de- 
cided change of policy. l 

Extensions totalling approximately 130,000 h.p. are said 
to be in progress at several of the large hydro-electric plants 
in Quebec Province, and a new project for a 150,000-h.p. 
development on the St. Maurice river is being considered; in 
addition a number of smaller schemes are proposed. 

As already reported in these Notes, there is a Power Com- 
mission in Nova Scotia, and though the available water 
powers are not very large when compared with others in 
this country, a 15.000-h.p. hydroelectric development is under 
construction which will probably be supplying power in the 
near future. 

In New Brunswick there is a Hydro-Electric Power Com- 
mission which, however, has not been in existence very long, 
but which seems already to be making headway. M 

There is a considerable amount of activity in the Prairie 
Provinces, more especially with regard to the transmission of 
power developed on the Winnipeg river, in Manitoba. 


: CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters received. by us after 5 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the following week, Correspondents should forward their communi- 
cations at the earliest possible moment, No letter can be published 
uniess we have the writer's name and address in our possession, 


Domestic Supply from 500:volt Generators. 

I have two 600-volt, 150-amp. d.c. generators running in 
parallel and supplying lighting and power on the two-wire 
syatem. It is desired to obtain a lower pressure for domestic 
purposes, preferably 120 to 150 volts. The machines have 
each one positive and one negative set of brushes. 

It would be very interesting to have criticisms of the prac- 
ticability of obtaining this reduced pressure by fitting another 
set of brushes at some position between the existing brushes, 
whose potential will be that required, viz., 120 to 150 volts. 

Further. what are the disadvantages or alternatives to con- 
verting to a 3-wire system and using the 9250 volts for the 
above-mentioned purposes, and so limiting the pressure to 
earth to the safer figure of 250 volts? 


| Inquirer. 
February 25th, 1921. 


Charging Batteries for Motor Cars. 


We have been interested in the correspondence m „dur 
columns which has been going on for several weeks nnder the 
above heading. As up to the present discussion has been con- 
fined to d.c. circuita we have not intervened. 

Mr. D. V. Tustain's letter, however, in your issue of Feb. 


ruary l8th deals with the question of battery charging from 
a.c. mains. We have recently placed on the market the 
Tungar battery charger for this purpose, and a large number 
of types and sizes are available, suitable for all a.c. circuits in 
this country, and of capacities to suit most requirements. 

The Tungar battery charger was illustrated and described in 
the electrical Press recently. The smallest size has an output 
of 2 amps. at 7.5/15 volts, and the largest 12 amps. at 0/78 
volts. The efficiency of the larger size on full load is ın the 
neighbourhood of 75 per cent. | 

A large number of Tungars are in use and giving every 
satisfaction, and we shall be pleased to give full data and 
information to any of your readers who may be interested. 


J. W. Stephens, 
Manager, Wiring Supplies Sales. 
London. The British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 
February 25th, 1921. 


— ——— — — 


A Post Office Error. 


Supplementing our advertisements by the sending of price 
lists, accompanied by letters in imitation typewriting, handed 
over the Post Ottice counter in batches in accordance with 
regulations, we have been surprised and annoyed to find a 
considerable number come back, due to the addressees not 
wishing to pay surcharges, amounting in some cases to 3d. 

Inquiry at the receiving Post Office has made it clear that 
they failed to attach the triangular cancelling stamp to the 
envelopes that denotes the acceptance of the packet at the 
proper reduced rate, and so we fear many of our prospective 
customers have been unjustly mulcted of hard-earned money. 

The object of this letter is to ask you to make the necessity 
of the triangular stamping more widely known, and to get 
back from the addressees the envelopes with the overcharge 


stamping, so that we may obtain the refund which we will 
make to them. 


Southall. 
February 26th, 1921. 


Photector Co., Ltd. 


Wiring in Ferro-concrete Factories. 


Having had considerable experience in this class of.con- 
struction, my few remarks may help ' Inquirer.“ In the 
U.S.A., where ferro-concrete buildings are almost the rale in 
large cities, there is one generally accepted form of electrical 
installation, this being screwed steel tubing of the Sherar- 
dised or galvanised variety. ‘lhe mode of procedure is as 
follows: The owner or architect engages an electrical en- 
gineer to prepare a complete wiring plan, showing light and 
power outlets or points, and sizes of conduits, with the number 
and size of wires they are to contain. ‘Tenders are invited 
and accepted on this plan. As the building of the wooden 
forms proceeds the electrician installs the tubing system ac- 
cording to the engineer's plan. The concrete is then poured, 
completely embedding the tubing. When the building is 
practically finished, the wires are drawn in. Very few draw-in 
boxes are used, the lighting outlet boxes and distribution. 
boxes generally proving sufficient for this purpose.  Person- 
ally, I do not think this system can be improved upon, for 
this class of building, provided that the owner or architect 
knows what he wants beforehand, and the services of a 
capable engineer are engaged. S 

| P. Davis. 

Portsmouth. 

February 28th, 1921. 


With regard to the use of a concentric wiring system, the 
writer had the opportunity of viewing some premises in which 
a fire had taken place—through no fault of the electrical in- 
stallation—and the only material left on the wall -was the 
copper-covered wires put up ten years ago and manufactured 
by Siemens Bros. The rubber had doubtless perished inside 
the copper tube; but had the wires been sunk in concrete 
there would have been a possibility of their escaping injury. : 

The writer also knows of other buildings which have been 
wired with this wire (“ Stannos," I think it is called). and 
which have required no attention since the wire was installed 
ten years ago. i xs ' MNA EE. 

| J. K. G. 


Hamilton. 
February 27th, 1921. 


The Rating of Motors. 


Your report of Hartley v. Lancaster Corporation (February: 
18th, p. 200) is of great interest in view of the possibility of 
wider use of multi-part charges for electric supply... x. 

In many cases it 1s convenient to base the fixed charge 
under such systems upon the reputed or marked horse-power 
or kilowatt capacity of the inotors or apparatus installed, 
and although I have not heard of such a case before, there 
is always room for argument about this feature. „ „ 

In introducing svstems of this kind, it might be worth. 
while for engineers to consider the advisabilitv of inserting in 
the agreements a ‘‘ capacity agreed clause.“ something: like 
the ' age agreed clause " which one finds in life insurance 
policies. This would mean that at the time of making the 
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arrangement the supplier and the consumer had agreed the 
capacity of the apparatus and the basis of the fixed charge, 
and then it would not be'/ competent for any question to be 
ralsed upon it in the future. 
British Electrical Development Association, Inc., 
. W. BEAUCHAMP, 
London. 


Director and Sccretary. 
February 23rd, 1921. 


The Cost of Wiring New Houses. 


Having read with interest several accounts of the cost of 
wiring new houses and the erecting of mains to them, I 
thought the following statement of the cost of wiring and 
running mains to 22 new houses erected in this town might 
interest you. 

The installation consisted of eight points per house, carried 
out in slip-joint conduit at the cost of 35s. per point, making 
a total of £308 for 22 houses. 

The method of distribution to the houses was by overhead 
mains consisting of No. 4 gauge hard-drawn copper wire, the 
2-wire system being used and the run of the wire 300 yards. 

One chimney on each house was utilised for supporting the 
wires, the chimney being timbered with 3 in. by 3 in. oak 
clamped on the chimney by § in. bolts, and the wire supported 
by G.E.C. insulators: the cost of mains and the erecting of 
them was 460. making a total for the complete job of 4308. 
. The above, I think you will agree, makes a cheap and effi- 
cient method of supplying houses erected on the outskirts of a 


town. 
| G. W. Leggett. 
Stowmarket. 


The Reduction in the Price of Lamps. 


I read with interest Mr. C. Culmer Hodges’ letter in last 
week's ELECTRICAL REVIEW. T quite agree with him, and I 
also wrote demanding a rebate on February Ist. but have only 
just received the reply that '' owing to the pressure of work. 
special claims must wait." Meantime TI am compelled to sell 
and stand to pav out for the honour of selling their lamps. 
E. I. M. A. members’ lamps are chronic enough without this 
additional agonv. When lamps were raised some time aco I 
was ''busv elsewhere," and did not reap anv benefit from 
this rise in price as doubtless a good manv other contractors, 
&c., did. The best way to bring the E. I. M. A. to their senses 
is to refuse to handle their members’ lamps. Continental 
makers and other English makers will be «lad to supplv. and 
in these davs of strikes T propose we strike against handling 
lamps of the E. IL. M. A. Such combined action would have but 
one result. Finally, what are the E.C.A. doing in the matter? 


Harold L. Smith. 


London. 
February 98th, 1091. 


Induction- Generator Installations. 


I have read with considerable interest the article in vour 
issue of Februarv 18th, on the electrification of Messrs. Rouse 
Bros.’ woollen mill. as I have thought for some time that there 
is a wide field in which the induction generator can be used. 

Could not an electrical transmission scheine on a big 
scale be worked up on the lines indicated in your article? 
that is. with induction generators, driven by water turbines, 
generating at a moderate voltage; the energy required near 
the power house being used at that voltage, and any surplus 
being fed at a high voltage with overhead cables into a general 
transmission svstem. The magnetising current for the genera- 
tors would have. of course, to be sunplied by synchronous 
generators, but the system seems to afford a means of utilis- 
ing the water nower of the United Kingdom without the 
disadvantages of schemes like the Severn barrage. 

Waterfalls with a large head of water practically do not 
exist in this country. but there are, especially in the hilly 
districts in the north and west of Encland, as well as in 
Scotland. large numbers of streams which, though individually 
small. will give in the aggregate a large quantity of energy, 
provided that there is electrical apparatus available by which 
the energy can profitably be utilised in small quantities. 
Tn the induction-generator system, the alternators, water 
turbines. and switchgear are much simpler both in design 
and oneration than the usual pattern, and this should con- 
siderably cheapen the capital cost per kW of output, and 
make it a commercial proposition for small powers. 

Secondlv. it can be commenced on a small scale. and the 
area and nlant increased as time goes on. whereas. in the 
Severn and similar schemes, an enormons quantitv of capital 
must be sunk to produce any result. It must be on a big 
«cale or not at all. 

The scheme outlined above is something like a banking 
avstem wherehv the surnlus credit is collected in small quan- 
tities from a large number of neople until the total makes 
a hure sum. which can be used as desired. The analogy is 
«till further useful as, in practice a considerable amount. of 
the credit is used at the nlace of origin, and the difference 
only is transmitted anv distance. 

Tt is obvious that anv solution of our present difficulties 
cap only come by mechanical means, that is, by the use of 8 


method by which energy can be made availuble at a mucb 
less expenditure of labour and material than at present. 
The Severn scheme offers at the best only a small decrease 
in the cost of energy, whereas to be of any avail we must 
have an improvement like the application of steam in the early 
part of the nineteenth century, which increased the result 
of labour many times over the manual methods that bad 
previously been used. 
C. E. A. 


February Ath, 1921. 


[In our issue of September 19th, 1919, we reproduced in 
abstraet an article by Dr. C. P. Steinmetz which had appeared 
in the General Electric Review, in which this proposition. was 
discussed. Dr. Steinmetz then said: There are already a 
number of such hydro-electric induction-generator installations 
throughout the country (U.S.A.), some in successful operation 
for years, and the field thus opened up is very large, larger 
possibly than all the electrical. development which has taken 
place hitherto; and one of the features of this development 
is that no new type of apparatus requires to be developed, 
but the standard induction motor can be used as an induction 
generator, and has been used successfully for years in sorne 
cases." The article in our issue of February Isth was in- 
serted because it affurded a concrete instance of the successtul 
application of this principle, to which, in common with our 
correspondent, we attach much importance. Not only sinall 
water powers, but also small waste-heat installations. can 
be utilised in this way. The plant and its operation are, as 
he says, quite sunple. The Thury system can be similarly 
applied, as proposed by Mr. S. E. Britton for the Chester 
scheme.—Eps. Etec. REv.] 


The Hotpoiut " Trade Mark. 

With reference to the report in your issue of February Isth 
under the heading " Legal," we do not think this makes it 
clear that we were successful in our opposition to the applica- 
tion by the American Ilotpoint Co, ter the registration of 
their trade mark so far as our goods are concerned. The 
‘ourt will allow the American Co. to use the word ' Hot- 
point " as a distinctive mark on their manufactures, exclud- 
ing trons for industrial, domestic, and laundry use, and 
soldering and branding trons. These are the goods which we 
have manufactured for many years under the Eastman and 
Warne patent, and known as " Hotpoint Irons." We shall 
therefore continue to use the name which we have all along 
claimed as distinctive of our manufactures as above. 

We may add that we think ìt is most unreasonable for a 
foreign company to make application for a registration which, 
if it had been granted, would have prevented our using the 
term under which thousands of our appliances have been 
manufactured for many years past; in fact, ever since the 
granting of the patent. The American Co. was ordered to 
pay the respondents’ costs. 

The Dowsing Radiant Heat Co., Ltd., 
H. J. Dowsing, 
. Managing Director. 


London. 
February 22nd, 1921. 


The Life of Metallic-ilament Lamps. 


Referring to the correspondence on. the above subject, I 
should like to give a few more particulars as regards the 
behaviour of lamps under my supervision. 

As the E.L.E. Co. remark, temperature plays an important 
part in the life of a lamp. I have noticed this, as in certain 
departments in this factory the temperature is considerably 
higher than that of the surrounding air. The gasfilled lamps, 
in this instance, are not enclosed in fittings of any sort. 
Even the shade has been removed, to give them as much ven- 
tilation as possible. Yet their life is somewhat less than that 
of lamps burning in atmospheric temperature. I presume 
this is unavoidable under the existing conditions. 

Several of the fittings I have seen for enclosing half-watt 
lamps have inadequate ventilation, to my mind. 

Like Maintenance," I also had to employ lamps of a 
higher voltage than the supply voltage. This prolongs the 
life to a certain extent, but one cannot introduce such a 
svstem for the vacuum lamp, as it causes such a decrease in 
the candle power. 

I have inquired about the present quality of lamps, and 
am told by the travellers that it is owing partly to the poor 
tungsten wire obtainable. 

Occasionally T have had lamps (not frequently, I am glad 
to sav) which burst immediately the current was switched 
on. On examination, some of these exhibit signs of being 
short-circuited at the inner leads where the connections for 
the filament leave the glass. I have always been under the 
impression that all lamps are tested before leaving the works. 
If this is the case, how can one account for such defects 
(vacuum type only)? i 

This is. I hold. rather dangerous. as one is freauently 
compelled to insert lamps into live holders, and at such close 
quarters the eyes are liable to receive a share of the glass 
spligters. u 

A section of the works in question has two factors militat- 
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jng against lamps, viz., heat and vibration. But apart from 
this, there is usually a fierce static discharge. As the lamps 
have to be very close to the structure, would this in any way 
atfect their life? Personally, I cannot find a reason, but 
should any readers have any ideas to put forward, I should 
be pleased to hear them. 3 rM 


February 18th, 1921. 


A REGULAR READER."—Your letter is interesting, but we 
cannot publish it unless we have your name and address, not 
for publication.—Ebps. Ermec. Rev. 


LEGAL. 


PHaNiIx Dynamo MANUFACTURING Co., LrD., v. MOUNTAIN. 


Ix the King's Bench Division on February 23rd, Mr. Justice 
Rowlatt, sitting as Commercial Judge, heard an action 
brought by the Phoenix Dynamo Manufacturing Co., Ltd., of 
Thornbury Works, Bradford, against Mr. H. 8. Mountain, a 
Lloyd's underwriter, to recover a loss under a policy of in- 
surance on a flying boat. The policy was dated October, 1918, 
and was between plaintiffs and defendant with other persons. 
and plaintiffs asked that defendant should contribute his 
share of the loss which subsequently took place. 

Mr. WRIGHT, K.C., in the course of his opening for the 
plaintiffs, said the policy was one covering all risks, except 
was risk, during construction, assembling, packing for transit, 
and transit of every kind to any naval air station in England 
and until the boat was taken over by the Government. Each 
boat cost about £10,000. Up to the armistice 100 of these 
boats were ordered from the plaintiffs, but after all 21 were 
cancelled. The boat which was the subject of the present 
action had been examined on behalf of the Air Ministry at 
Bradford and was then dismantled and placed on a trolley and 
drawn by road to Calshot Air Station on October 29th, 1919. 
When near its destination the locomotive drawing the trolley 
swung round and the hull of the boat caught in some trees 
and was very badly damaged, so much so that the Air Ministry 
would not accept delivery. The plaintiffs then had to replace 
it at & cost of £1,979, and they now asked that defendant 
should pay his share of the loss. 

: DEFENDANT denied liability, and pleaded that the policy only 
covered flying boats after construction, assemblage, and pack- 
ing for transit. Further, the defendant said the hull was not 
a tiying boat, and was not packed for transit. He also argued 
that plaintiffs' interest ceased in the matter after the boat 
was handed over to the Government, and that the hull had 
not been so damaged as to necessitate replacement. 

His Lorpsuip, after having heard the evidence and argu- 
ments of counsel, held that tHe accident came within the risk 
undertaken by the policy of insurance, and therefore entered 
judgment for the plaintiffs with costs, for an amount to be 
agreed upon between the parties. 


QUAIN v. SPINK. 


AT Lambeth County Court, on Friday last, John Robert Quain, 
electrical engineer and inventor, of 17, Victoria Street, West- 
ininster, brought an action against Joseph Ronald Spink. 
electrical works manager, of Effra Road, Brixton, claiming 
£4) money paid to defendant for manufacturing and dis- 
patching to Canada two electric heating geysers. Defendant 
entered a counter-claim for £15, being balance due for wages, 


when he left plaintiff's employment in May, 1918, £35 arrears. 


of salary being due, and in an afidavit he held that the £20 
now claimed was paid him on account of the arrears of salary, 
leaving £15 still owing. Without calling on defendant, his 
Honour gave judgment for defendant on the claim and counter- 
claim, with costs. 


NORTA METROPOLITAN ELECTRIC SurPLY Co., LTD., v. MAYOR, 
&c., OF STOKE NEWINGTON. 


THE summons in this case, in which a considered judgment 
was reported in our issue of December 21th, was mentioned to 
Mr. Justice P. O. Lawrence in the Chancery Division on 
Friday last. 

Mr. C. E. E. Jenkins, K.C., for the defendants, said the 
order was not to operate pending notice of appeal if it was 
given by January 31st, and in any case its operation should be 
stayed over the first day of the Easter Sittings. The order 
also stated that the plaintiffs were to supply the defendants 
with power on the footing of the agreement modified by the 
coal clause. 

Mr. TYLDESLEY Jones, K.C., for the plaintiffs, submitted that 
the defendants had lost their right of appeal because they had 
not given notice before January 31st. The arrangement was 
that the plaintiffs were to go on supplying the defendants with 
power if notice was given by that date, and it was vital to the 
plaintiffs to know whether the agreement was going to stand 
or not. They had proceeded on the basis that the agreement 
was dead, but that the temporary stay was in operation. 

His LoRDSH P: What do you want me to do—to preclude 
the defendants from. appealing? 

Mr. Jones: Yes. 


His LokDSHIP: I cannot do that, although I think you are 
entitled to every indulgence. 

Mr. JENKINS, replying to a question whether the defendants 
could definitely say whether they were going to appeal, said 
that at present they could not because that depended rather 
upon certain negotiations now in process. 

His LORDSHIP said he could do nothing to prevent the de- 
fendants taking advantage of the stay over the Easter Sittings. 
ane order would be drawn up and everything cut out except 
the stay. 


OLDHAM, ASHTON & HYDE ELEcTRIC Tramway, LID., v. CoR- 
PORATION OF ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE AND OTHERS.—ARBITRATION 
APPEAL. 


THE Court of Appeal, consisting of Lords Justices Bankes, 
Scrutton, and Atkin, on Friday, reserved judgment in this 
case upon the appeal of the Tramway Co. from the decision 
of Mr. Justice Rowlatt upon the items in the arbitration 
between the parties as to the purchase price to be paid to 
the Tramway Co. by the Ashton Corporation, the Hyde Cor- 
poration, and the Audenshaw and Denton Urban District 
Councils. The arbitrator awarded the company £142,000. 
The purchasing authorities said he ought not to have allowed 
certain items in his valuation, and that other items ought 
to be depreciated. They appealed to Mr. Justice Rowlatt, 
und he came to a conclusion favourable to the Tramway Co. 
on certain items; but on the four items in question, he 
decided against the company. These items were as follows: 
The engineering fees, cost of raising capital, interest on 
capital during construction, and the expenses incurred by 
the company in respect of alterations to the Guide Bridge. 


A NON-UNION INSTALLATION AT PRETORIA, 


In the Supreme Court in Pretoria, a case was heard in which 
the Transvaal Property & Investment Co., Ltd., asked for 
an order calling on the Municipality of Pretoria to connect an 
electric light installation in a certain building. It appeared 
that non-union labour had been employed on the installation 
and the premises were black-listed. The Municipality said 
that it was unable at present to concede the demand for a 
connection, and that if the result of supplying electricity were 
to jeopardise the interests of the ratepayers the Municipality 
was justified in refusing the supply. Judgment was reserved. 


Informing the Uninitiated.—Critics of the Hackney 
electricity undertaking have pointed out with great indignation 
that, although the average cost per unit generated is 1°78d., the 
Council has been selling electricity in bulk to other authorities at 
the ridiculously low price of ‘6d. per unit. It has been necessary, 
therefore, for the borough electrical engineer, Mr. L. L. Robinson, 


' to explain how this can be done without incurring an apparent loss 


of 1'18d. per unit. He points out that the bulk supply unit and the 
average unit sold are not identical in character. The e.h.p. bulk 
supply unit js delivered straight from the station bus-bars; it 
improves the load factor; it is often.an additional load involving 
no extra overhead charges ; and continuity of supply is not com- 
pulsory. On the other band, the average unit sold commences as 
an e.h.p. unit, but is not finished with at this stage. It is first 
transmitted to a sub-station, then transformed to a lower pressure 
and converted to d.c. It is then transmitted through l.p. feeders 
and distributed by distributors and services. Then selling, metering, 
and administrative charges are incurred, while it is neceasary to 
ensure continuity by maintaining reserve plant, ko. In addition 
to this, it is to be remembered that the losses between the power 
station and the ordinary consumer's premises amount to about 
20 per cent. The engineer also points out the benefits derived from 
a linking-up scheme, and, to force his point home, adopts a very 
homely simile relating to the cooking of a pie by a certain Mrs. 
Jones, and showing how the average cost per pie falls when 
Mrs. Jones cooks her neighbour's pie at the same time. The 
initiated will fail to see the use of these comparisons, but we con- 
sider them quite valuable in bringing home to the non-technical 
some points of great importance, and they might prove of some 
advantage to many of our readers who find it difficult to explain 
these things to their customers in other than technical terms. 


Electrical Trades Benevolent Iustitutlon.— Tbe Local 
Advisory Committee of Newcastle and District organised a dance 
in aid of the funds of the Institution. which was held at the Grand 
Assembly Rooms. Newcastle-on-Tyne. on Friday last. The Com- 
mittee, owing chiefly to the energy of Mr. T. W. Anns, secretary of 
the Local Committee, Mr. Robson, Mr. Fletcher, and Mr. Spence, 
attained a most successful result, more than 850 tickets having 
been sold, and about 270 guests being present at the ball. It is 
hoped that, as a reault, about £100 will be added to the funda of 
the Institution. The guests were received by Mr. W. C. Mountain, 
chairman of the Local Committee, and Mrs. Mountain. Among 
those present were the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress of New- 
cestle, Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Holmes, Mr. H. W. Clothier, Mr. and 
Mrs. Pragnell, Major Steele, and Mr. F. B. O. Hawes, secretary of 
the Institution. The electric lighting had been specislly arranged 
by the General Electric Co., Messrs. Fletcher Broa., and Messrs. 
Robson & Coleman, and in the course of the evening various effecta, 
probably novel in a ballroom, were prcduced by means of searob- 
lights, one of the best of there being that of falling snow. 
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BUSINESS NOTES 5 00000000. 


uod s i ek. 4 ; 1 
Bankruptcy Proceedings.—J. Jonrs and J. R. JONES 
(J. Jones & Son), electrical engineers, of Chapel Street, Penz ;noe.— 
First meeting, March 4th ; pablio examination, March 16th ; both 
at Truro.  . 
: Mn. T. B. GORDON, electrician aid general merchant, 20, Western 
Broadway, King Street, Hammersmith, W. — Receiving order 
made February 22nd, on debtor's own petition. Firet meeting, 
March 7th; public examination, April 22nd; both at Carey 
Street, W. O. 


Company Liquidations.— BAT MoroR MANUFACTURING 
Co., LTD.—À petition forthe winding up has been presented to the 
Croydon County Court by Fellows Magneto Co., Ltd., end will be 
heard at Croydon on March 17th. 

BAT METER Co., LTD.—Winding up voluntarily. Liquidator, 
Mr. J. E. Denney, 123-4, Finsbury Pavement House, E.C. 2. Meeting 
of creditors to-day at 3. Eden Street, Hampstead, N.W. 

BRITISH ELECTRO CHEMISTS.—Winding up voluntarily; Mr. 
H. J. Gully, 1, Broad Street Place, E.C., liquidator. Meeting of 
creditors, March 9th, at Broad Street Place. 

MUTUAL ELECTRIC Trust, LTD.—Particalars of claims must be 
sent to the liquidator, Mr. A. E. Wake, Norfolk House, Laurence 
Pountney Hill, E.C., by March 31st. 

ELECTRICAL POWER STORAGE Co., LTD.— Meeting of members is 
called for March 3lst at 3, Fenchurch Street, E.C., to hear an 
account of the winding up from the liquidators, Mr. J . Gray and 
Mr. W. A. Reed. 

Metric ENGINES, LTD.—Winding up voluntarily. Liquidator, 
Mr. T. D. Cooke, 44, Gresham Street, E.C. Meeting of creditors, 
March 10th, at the Institute of Chartered Accountants, Moorgate 
Place, E.C. | 

GRIMSBY ELECTRIC WELDING Co., Ltp.—Meeting of creditors, 
at the offices of the company, Fish Docks, Grimsby. 

E. I. CO. MAdNETOS, LTD.—AÀ meeting of members is called for 
April 4th; at 12, Cherry Street, Birmingham. to hear an account of 
the winding-up from the liquidator, Mr. E. H. Sherrey. 

ELECTRICAL INDUSTRIES, LTD.—First meeting of creditors and 
contributories, March 9th, at Carey Street, W.C. 

F. Hv D80N & Co., LTD., 88-90, Chancery Lane, London, W.C. 2. 
—Mr. W. E. Harris has been appointed receiver and manager for 
the debenture-holdera. 


Dissolution of . Partnership.—H. NurrauLL & Co., 
electrical engineers, 28A, Bury Old Road, Crumpsall, Manchetter. 
Mr. H. Nuttall and Mr. D. E. Whittaker have dissolved partner- 
ship. Mr. D. E. Whittaker will attend to debts, 


Trade Aunouncements.—Mrssns. J. G. ELLIS & Co., 
Western Mail Chambers, Cardiff (Telephone, Cardiff 2892), will act 
as agents for the whole of South Wales for Messrs. A. Verey & Co., 
Ltd, for the supply of wiring accessories generally. 

MESSRS. J. E. LESTER & FOLWELL, LTD., have removed into 
their new premises at 60, London Road, Leicester. Telephone 
number, 3698. 

MESSRS, ALBERT LEE & Co., LTD., have opened new showrooms 
at 8 & 9, New Zealand Avenue, E.C. 1. for the display of glassware 
for electric lighting and other purposes. 

 Mxssms. Brown, BovERI & Co., LTD., and their associated com- 
panies, are to-day removing to Trafalgar House. Waterloo Place, 
London, S.W. 1. 


Catalogues and Lists.— | aE ELOO MANUFACTURING Co., 
Oolston Street, Bristol.—An illustrated pamphlet, giving parti- 
culate of switchboards for private electrical installations. 

Messrs. MARCONI’S WIRELESS TELEGRAPH Co., LTD., Marconi 
House, Strand, W.C.2.—Pamphleta L. 161 describing a 14-kW 
quenched-spark transmitter for ship installations; L. 166, marine 
pattern wireless direction finder (Type 114); L. 168, 3-kW con- 
tinuous-wave transmitter for telegraphy and telephony ; 
portable wireless telephone-telegraph set. All of these are fully 
detailed and illustrated by photographs and diagrams. 

Messrs. Isaacson & Brown, LTD, 39, Furnival Street, 
Holborn, E.C. 4. —4A priced and illustrated leaflet of Bettolite " 
bow! fittings of various types. 

MEPROPOLITAN-VICKERS ELECTRICAL Co., LTD., 20, Brazennose 
Street, Manchester.—Special Publication No. 7.855]1n. An illus- 
trated: booklet showing installations of Metropolitan-Vickera 
buffing motors. Also Special Publication No. 7,974/2a, dealing 
with the electrical equipment of the modern kinematograph 
theatre with a copy of the rules and orders relating thereto. 

Messrs. TREDEGARS, LTD., 7, Brook Street, W.1.—A set of 
about 30 photographic reproductions of carved wood fittings for 
electric lighting. These, which include pendant fittings, Jamp 
standards and brackets, are very beautifully executed. Also a 
small brochure illustrated i in black and white and colour, dealing 
with flower bowls of clear glass, onyx alabaster, &c. 

THE EDISON SWAN ELECTRIC Co, LTD., Ponders End, 
Middlesex.—Leaflet No. A. A. 214 dealing with Ediswan " circuit 
breakers. 

MESSRS. DEXTER BROS., Bassishaw House, Basinghall Street, 
E.C. 2.— A dessription and prica-list of rubber-tanned leather for 
belting and other purposes, 

THE SCREWLESS GRIP FITTING Co., 4, Lower George Yard, 
Halifax.—A small illustrated pamphlet ‘dealing with conduit 
fittings, and an anti-vibration fitting for electric lamps. 


MESSRS. WBIGHT & Sox, PUE Middlesex,—An illustrated 


and L. 169, 


and priced leafi:t dealing with polished aluminium holders for the 
new motor-car and cycle licences. Also a folder illustrating 
embossed aluminium number plates for cars and cycles. 

- X-Rays, LTD., 11, Torrington Place, Gower Street, W.C. 1.— 
Sectional catalogue No. 6 (44 pp.), giving illustrations and full 
details of all kinds of X-ray apparatus ; fully priced. Also two 
price lists of X-ray photographic plates. 

MEssRS. JOHANN WOLFF & Co., Gouda, Holland.—A list illus- 
trated in black and white and ‘colour giving descriptions in 
English, French and German of majolica wall and oeiling lighting 
fittings, Priced in Dutch florins. 

Messrs. HENRY FORD & Son, LTD., Cork, Ireland.— Fordson 
Worker,” Vol. I, No. 4. THis is a news-ahoet dealing with eventa 
at the firm's factory, and includes à number of humorous and 
other items. 

MESSRS. SPAULDINGS, LTD., 40, Glodcester Street, Clerken well, 
E.C. 1.—A well-illustrated leaflet showing a number of forms of 
vulcanised fibre, including bushes, washers, switch-handles, arma- 
ture parts, &c. | 

THE BRITISH THOMSOM- HOUSTON Co., LTD., Rugby.— Descriptive 
list No. 5,600 (52 pp.). An illustrated and detailed description of 
automatic contaotor gear for a.c. and d.c. circuits. 

SUPERLAMP, LTD., II, Great Eastern Street, E.O. 2.—4A price 
list of vacuum and half-watt pattern lamps. 

MESSRS. ALFRED HERBERT, LTD., Coventry.—Catalogue sheets 
(illustrated) Nos. FST 49. Prestwich fluid gauges; 182, 
“ Leonard ” plug and ring gauges ; 189, Wickman patent adjustable 
thread snap gauge, and 190, hardened plug and ring screw gauger. 

IGuANIO ELECTRIC Co, LTD., 147, Queen Victoria Street, B.C. 4. 
—Pamphlet No. 6,017%/ 160, illustrating and describing the 

'Igranic” patent distant stop push-button system of controlling 
electrical machinery. Priced. Also an application post-card for a 
sample of the device. 

Messrs. Hriaas Bros., Sand Pits, Birmingham.—Monthly 
Magazine for March. Price lista of motors and dynamos appear as 
usual, as well as notes on the choice of electricity supply, and 
humorous items, 

Messrs. H. W. Smita & Co. (1920), LTD., Central House, 
Kingsway, W.C. 2.—4A four-page price list of single V.I.R. cables, 
cotton-covered wires, &o. 


Book Notices.—‘ The Magnet Magazine.“ Vol. VI. 
No. 23. January, 1921 (121 pp.). Price 6d. General Electrio Co., 
Ltd.—This number of the magazine is excellently produced, and 
contains numerous notes and articles of great interest. The 
Witton Works extensions are fully described and illustrated, and 
""Thermionie Valves," Fractional h. p. Motors," ' The Electrifica- 
tion of a North Country Colliery,” are some of the subjects dealt 
with. 

“A Practica! Guide for the Water Supply of Towns, Estates, 
Villages, Houses, &c." (120 pp.). London: Hayward, Tyler & Co., 
Ltd., 99, Queen Victoria Street, E.C. 4. Price 3s. 6d.—This volume 
has been designed for the use of architects, estate agents, district 
surveyors, and others interested in water supply. It illustrates the 
firm's manufactures, and gives hints on the best type of plant to 
be adopted in particular circumstances. 

‘Touring by Motor Coach "—Season 1921 (pp. 79). Atherton: 
The Lancashire United Tramways, Ltd. Price Is. 6d. This isa 
beautifully-illustrated  guide-book describing the places and 
scenery which lie within range of the company's motor-coach 
services. The booklet includes a number of appreciations from 
last year's clients, conditions of hiring, &c. 

" The Queen's Engineering Works Magazine." No.18. January, 
1921 (pp. 106). Beiford: W. H. Allen, Sons & Co., Ltd.—A mong a 
number of interesting notes and articles appearing in this issue are 
a description of H.R.H. the Duke of York's visit to the works 
(with a portrait), "The Development of the Steam Turbine," 
“Salvage.” A Modern Fighting Aeroplane," and The Telemotor 
System of Steering-Gear Control.“ 

‘Central Electric Stations in Canada ” (Census of Industry, 1918). 
Pp. xxiii + 29 + xxi. Ottawa: Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 
Price 10 cents.—This volume consists of a summary and introduc- 
tion in English and French, and exhaustive details in both 
languages of all undertakings, both generating and distributing, in 
the Dominion. 

" Welfare Work.” Vol. II, No. 14. February, 1921. London: 
Welfare Workers’ Institute. 5s. per annum.—- Includes articles on 
" Welfare Work from the Employers’ Point of View: Dces the 
Need for it Exist To-day?" and Factory Welfare Work: Its 
Principles and Possibilities.” 

“Journal of the Institution of Electrical Engineers,’ Vol. LIX, 
No. 296. December, 1920. London: E. & F. N. Spon, Ltd. 
Price 108. 6d.—This issue contains the fullowing :—Inaugural 
address by the President (Mr. Ll. B. Atkinson), and the 
chairmen's addresses to the South Midland, Western, North- 
Eastern, North-Western, Scottish, North Midland Centres, and 
the Liverpool and: East Midland Sub-Centres ; also the inaugural 
address to the Wireless Section by the chairman, Prof. W. H. Eccles. 

“Journal of the Ameriean Institute of Electrical Engineers.": 
Vol. XL, No. 2. Fepruary, 1921, New Tork: , The Institute. t 
Price $1. s 

“ Domestic Fuel Hon sum in n By À. H. Barker, Pp. x + 160; 
11. figs. - London: Constable & Co, Ltd. Price 1442. 

" Engineering as a Career." By. P. & A. W.-Marehall, Pp. 664: 

London: Percival Marshall & Co. Price 9d. a > 
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„in's Metal Handbook and Statistics, 1921." Compiled by 
L. H. Quin. London: The Metal Information Bureau, Ltd. 
53, nat, post free.—This is the eighth. year of publication of a book 
which contains particulars.of world outputs, prices, and imports 
and exports, and other statistics of all metals, such as readers of 
our pages are frequently requiring. 

“The Mining Eleotrica! Engineer." 


Vol. I, No. 5. February, 
1921. 


Manohester :. Association of Mining Electrical Engineera. 


Price ls. net.—This number contains a copy of a Government Order 


approving certain types of miners’ lamps, giving diagrammatic 
illustrations and detailed descriptions. The papers include Tele- 
phones for Use in Noisy Places, and for Rescue Work in Mines 
(illustrated), and The Choice of a Small Electric Winder 
(illustrated). 

Sir Isaac Pitman & Sons, Ltd., have now commenced issuing 
their new Technical Primer Series, which promises to be a very 
large one. The first eight volumes are now ready, aud several 
others will be published during this month. - These little books are 
in foolscap 8vo, contain about 120 pages, with an attractive cover 
design, are printed on good paper, and well illustrated. The price 
is 2s. 6d. net each volume. The series will eventually contain 
volumes on every phase and branch of technology. | 

Standard Measurements Adopted by the Incorporated Associa- 
tion of Kinematograph Manufacturers, Ltd.” (Pp. 21.) London: 
Tha Association. Price 6d.— This volume deals with the standard- 
isation of films, masks, projector spoole and re-winding spindles, 
focusing jackets, optical attachments, &o. 


Pablication of the Massachusetts Institute of Teshnology, No. 24,. 


"The Transient Process of Establishing a Steadily Alternating 


Current on a Long Line, from Laboratory Measurements on an 


Artificial Line, by A. E. Kennelly and U. Nabsshima (pp. 46). 
Boeton : The Institute. | 


" Elementary Telezraphy." By.H. W. Pendry. Pp.x + 238; 


181 fizs, London: Sir I. Pitman & Sons, Ltd. Pric3 7s. 6d. net. 


Copper and Lead Prices,— Messrs. F. Suita & Co. 
report March Ist :—Oopper (electrolytic) bars, £75, £4 decrease; 
ditto sheets, no change; ditto wire rods, £91, £4 decrease ; ditto 
h.c. wire, 18. 11., $d. decrease ; silicium bronz3 wire, no change. 

MEssRS. JAMES & SHAKESPEARE report, March lst :—Copper 
bara (best selected), sheet and rod, £118, £2 deorease ; English pig 
lead, & 19 103., 25s. decreass on last week's pric». 


New Italian Companies,—Among the new companies 
recently formed in connection with the electrical industry in Italy 
aro the Società Osram, Milan, with a capital of 1,000,000 lire; the 
Società Fabbrica d’Acoumulatore Hemsemberger, Tentori, Ing. 
Cigolotti, Blano e Cia, Monza, capital 1,000,000 lire; and La 
Società Electrometallurgica Sarde, Milan, capital 1,000,000 lire. 


A Women's Exhib!tlon.—The Director and Secretary of 
the Elestrical Development Association informs us that an 
“Indoors and Oat" Exhibition is being organised by The 
W ,m?n's Lꝛaler and “The Women's Instituts" at the Centra 
Hall, Westminster, from May 23rd to 28th this year. One of the 
sims deals with ths heating and lighting of the home, and 
another with labour-saving devices. 


Forthcoming Exhibitions.—The following exhibitions 
are being organised :— — 


LoNDON.—March and Ostober, Society of Motor Manufacturers 
aid Traders; April lst to 30th, Building Trades Exhibition; 


April 32th to May 14th, Stationers’ and Allied Trades’ Exhibition: 
Juae 3rd to 17th, Rubber Trades’ Exhibition ; July 4th to 15th, 
London Fair and Market; September 7th to 28th, Shipping, 
Engineering, and Machinery Exhibition; November 17th tə 25th, 
Public Works, Roads, and Transport Exhibition. 1923.— British 
Empire Exhibition. : i 

B&rTISH DOMINIONS.—June, 1921, Dominions Touring Exhibi- 
tion (South Africa, Canada, Austral‘a, and New Zealand), 


FRANCE.—(/.yons) March lat to 15th, Metallurgy, Eagineeriag, 


Baildiag, &c., Fair. (Jordeau«) June 15th to 30th, International 
Samples Exhib‘tion. . . 
BeELGIUM.—( Brussels) April 4th to 20th, International Com- 
mercial Fair. (Gent) April 16th to June lith, Interaational 
eEchibition of Architecture, Building, and Kindred Industrie. 
SWITZSBLAND.—( Basle) May 28th to June 8th, International 
Automobile Exhibition. 
HOLLAND.-—(/! trecht) Saptembar 6th to 16th, International Fair. 
ITALY.—(Milan) April 12th to 27th,' International General 
Manufacturers' Fair; 
SPAIN.—(JD 1rcelona) April let to 10th, International Samples 
Fair. NE NE. £d * f 
IcBLAND.—( Reykjavik) June, World's Fair. | 
PEau.— (Lina) Jane lat to Ostober 31st, Intemational Industrial 
Exhib‘tion. & i SC 
ARGENTINA.—( Buenos Aires) 1922, International Exhibition. 


B&RAZ(L.—(RHio de Janeiro) 1922, International Centenary 


Exhibition | 
Mex1co.—Saptember, Commercial and Industrial Fair. 
JAvA.—(Bundosng) September 19th to October 9th, Netherlands 

East Indies Fair. 2 : a 9, n : 


' À3. Blectrical Echibition.— Au electrical exhibition pro- 


motel by the ELNOrRICAL OoNTRACTING AND Moro Co., Ponte- 
fra zt Roa 1, Castleford, under the mana xement of Mr. E. Mercer, 


A. M. I. E. B, was opened last week by Mr; W. B. Woodhouse, engi- 


neer and manager of the Yorkshire Electric Power Co., Ltd. The 
display consists of all kinds of eleobrical and labour-saving devices. 
The exhibition was so successful that it was decided to continue 
it for another week. "UD Pe 6% 


—- v e Ima pam 


Wages Reductlon Strike.—A reduction in the wages of 
cable splicers from 33 to $7 per day, of linesmen from $7 to $5 per 
day, and of operators from $200 to 3175 par month by the Great 
Western Power Co. of California has been followed by a strike. 
The company says that leas than half of its men have left, that 
its service has not been impaired, and that new men are rapidly 
filling the places vacated. The company claims that the increase 
of 31 per day granted last year was to compensate for increased 
living costs, which have now materially decreased. The company 
further states that the last increase put its wage rate above those ` 
generally in effect on neighbouring systems. "The strikers assert 
that last year the company received an increase in rates to com- ` 
pensate for the increase in wages. but that with this decrease in 
wages there has been no corresponding decrease in rates. — Electrical 
World. . a 


Soclals.— On February 19th, the directors and combined 
staff of Messrs. Wood & Cairns, Ltd., Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Dandee, 
held a successful gathering in the Windsor Rooms, Edinburgh. 
Toe company numbered 61, and the proceedings opened with a 
whist drive. Dinner and dansing followed. At the dinner the 
chairman (Mr. R. K. Hill) introduced to the staff, Mr. H. Mason, 
who had joined the directorate. 

At the annual dinner of the staff of the Stalybridge, Hyde, 
Mossley, and Dukinfield Tramways and Electricity Board, last 
week, Alderman Sykea remarked on the fast that for over a dozen 
years the Board had held the record for the lowest working costa 
in th» United Kingdom. After the dinner a presentation was made. 
to Mr. H. Cattle, who has taken up a position at Ashton-under- 
L ne Electricity Works. | 

Dinner-time concerts are given every Tueaday at the works of 
Messrs, Ferguson & Pailin, Openshaw, Manchester, and according 
to one of the officials, the best results from the employés come. on 
Tuesday afternoons, The firm tears all expenses. es 

At the ninth annual social of the Blackpool Electricity and 
Tramways Employé;’ Institute, last week, there was a record 
attendance. Over 1,50) people played whist in the lower ballroom, 
and well over 2,000 participated in the dancing. 


Scottish Electricians! Wages.— A serious crisis has arise 

in th» Scottish electrical trades on the question of wages, and a 
atoppage is now feared. The Ss>ttish Contractors’ Association has 
intimated to the Electrical Trades Union that on ani after March 
lst wages will be reducel3d. an hour. The present minimum is 
23. 3d. About 3,000 men are involved. The Union counter- 
claimed for a rise of 6d, an hour, which has been refused, It is 
stated by the Union offisia's that the employe:s' decision has come 
as a surprise, as there was a mutual understanding that a further 
conference would b» arranged before any change was made, The 
matter has been referred to the National Executive. 


Telephone Manufacture in Australia.—A Press report 
published in Sydney toward the end of December states that an 
eariy addition to the numerous new Australian industries then being 
projected was that of the manufacture of automatic telephones. 
Mr. R. Mordin, engineer, representing the Relay Automatio Tele- 
phone Co., London, was a recent arrival from England in this con- 
nection.: ° s 


French Aluminium Prices, —It is stated that a new 
redaction in prices has baen made by the French producers of 


aluminium. Ingots are now at 936 fr. pər kilo for an order for 
1,000 kilos, with a rebate of 44 per cent.to 893 per kilo for 
10,000 kilos; and shsets are at 12 fr. per kilo, as compared with 
14 fr. previously. 


Lead,—Mkssns. James Forster & Co. reporting under 
date February 26th, stated: — Closing prices yesterday were 
£16 108. for February, and £17 10s. for June, against £20 and 
£2) 158. reapoctively at the end of last weak—a fall of £3 10s. per 
ton. Yesterday's fall on the day was no less than 30s, to 35a. per 
ton. . . . Imports have been heavy this week, and have come 
both from Germany and Belgium, but in spite of this, at the end 
there are actually borrowers of February lead who could not get 
a som mod ation —a singular commontary on the we»k's selling, 
and certainly an indisation that all the lead coming in is finding a. 
billet, In such conditions it is quite impossible to say when the 
tura will com», bat such fizares as are now current should be 
tempting to any consumer," 


Norway.— The Government, on February 23rd, concluded 
with the Bergens Privatbank, acting on behalf of a consortium 
consisting of that bank, the Centralbank, and Den Norske 
Handelsbank, a contrast for a loan of 50,000,090 kr., from which 
advances will be made to municipalities for the completion of 
eleztrica! works. The loan, which will ba offered for public 
subscription, will bear interest at the nominal rate of 6} per cent. 
For the firat five years there will b2 no redemption, but after that’ 
priod the loan will be releemsb'e in 25 years. — Reuter 
(Christiania). 


The Japanese Import Duty on Zinc,—It is stated that 
the Government has practioally decided to raise the import duty on 
z'nofrom the present rate of 5 per cent. to 15 or 20 per cent. A 
rebate will be paid to the paint, toilet goods, rubber and electrical 
goods manufacturers, who are opposed to the increase, The To- 
posa! will ba submitted to the present session of the Imperial Diet. 
Rou'ter's Trade Service (Tokio). | 

For Sale—Messrs. Davis & Moon will sell by 
auction, on March 10th, at 13, High Holborn, W.O., an electrical 
engineer's and contractor's stock-in-trade. For particulars see our 
advertisement pages to-day. Bu. ed 
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New French Companies.—There has been formed at 
Lyons (12. Rue Grólee) the Energie Electrique du Maasif-central, 
for the utilisation of waterfalls and the erection of hydraulic and 
hydro-electric installations. The company’s capital is 1,800,000 fr. 

With the title of Société Grenobloise d'Applioations Electriques et 
Mécaniques, has been formed at Grenoble (13. Rue de Strasbourg), 
a company, for the study, construction and sale of electrical and 
mechanical material and the institution and working of all kinds of 
electrical and mechanical processes. The capital is 1,000,000 fr. in 
500 fr. shares, of which 284 are allotted to the Société A. Rivoire 
et Cie. as consideration for its assets. 

The Etabliesements Hediger is the style of a company embodied 
at Paris (47, Rue de Paradis), for acquiring a goodwill and 
business in electric lighting and heating apparatus. The capital is 
250.000 fr. in 1,000 fr. shares, of which 175 are allotted to 
M. Hediger for his assets. 

Under the style of G. Orampon et G. Lafont, a company bas 
been constituted at Paris (8, Rue de la Pompe), for the carrying 
out of electric installations. The capital is 300,000 fr. 

Under the designation of Société Francaise pour I Exploitation 
des Brevets Bates, has been formed at Paris (25, Rue de Clichy), 
a company for the manufacture of cable and conductor standards, 
and accessory electrical appliances, and also to work in France the 
patents of the Bates Expanded Steel Trust Co., of Chicago. The 
capital is 2,500,000 fr., with power of increase to 3,500,000 fr. 


Workmen's Compensation Act.—At the meeting of the 
Institute of Cost and Works Accountants, on Wednesday, March 
16th, a lecture is to be delivered by Mr. H. G. Simmons on '' Some 
Observations on the Proposed Amendments of the Workmen's 
Compensation Act, 1906." 


An E.D.A. Pamphlet.— The director and secretary cf the 
Electrical Development Association, Hampden House, 81, Kings- 
way, W.C. 2, has sent us a copy of a recently-issued pamphlet 
(E.D.A. 130) giving photographs and a description of a housing 
colony erectel by Messrs. Philips Glow Lamps Works, Ltd, for 
their employés at Eindhoven, Holland. In every house electricity 
is used for lighting, heating, and ironing. The wiring is run in a 
tubing system. From nine to eleven lighting points have been 
installed. in each house, at an average cost of 288. 4d. per point; 
electricity is supplied by the municipality at 71d. per unit by 
prepayment meter. 


Engineering Wages.—Conferences have been taking 
place in Birmingham between the employers and the Unions 
regarding proposed reduced wages for boys and youths under the 
age of 21 years in the engineering and allied trades. So far, 
agreement has not been reached. 


Key Industrles.— The Premier, replying to a question by 
Mr. G. Terrell, M.P., has expressed the hope that the Bill to safe- 
guard key industries and to regulate imports may be introduced 
ee, Easter, so that it may be proceeded with immediately 

ereafter. 


. Wages Reduction in Sweden.—The staff of Allmiinna 
Svenska Elektriska Aktiebolaget, at Vaesteraas, were recently 
informed that their wages would be reduced by 20 per cent.as 
from February 28th.— Reuter's Trade Service (Stockholm). 


Liquid Fuels Research.—The British Research Associa- 
tion for Liquid Fuels for the Oil Engine Industry has been approved 
by the Depart ment of Scientific and Industrial Research. The secre- 
tary of the Committee engaged in the establishment of this 
association is Mr. Percy Still, M.I.E.E, M.I.P.T., 19, Cadogan 
Gardens, 8.W. 1. 


Charging for a Switch.—Before the City of Westminster 
Profiteering Committee, on Wednesday, a complaint was heard 
against the EDISOoN Swan ELECTRIC Co., LTD., Ponders End, 
Middlesex, for charging, at its Victoria Street shop. the sum of 
48. 6d. for an electric light switch known as the " Better One," 
which, it was alleged, cou'd be obtained for 3s. 3d. elsewhere. Mr. 
Morris, barrister (instructed by Messrs. Nicholson & Graham, 
solicitors), represented the respondent company. Complainant was 
Mr. A. Kernan, of the Marine Department of the Board of Trade. 
and he stated that the purchase was made on November 27th of 
last year. Subsequent to the purchase he made inquiries at another 
shop, and found that he could purchase a similar article of 
apparently better quality at 3s. 3d. In answer to the chairman, 
complainant said he did not purchase a further switch at the other 
shop he called at, but was shown one, which was said to be 3s. 3d. 
Mr. Morris, on behalf of the company, explained that a genuine 
error had been made in that case, and they admitted an overcharge 
of 6d. to the purchaser. The Committee accepted respondent 
firm's explanation that & genuine error had been made, and ordered 
a refund of 6d., the admitted overcharge. 


Electrical Trade Situation at Singapore.—It is antici- 
pated that there will be a great opening for electrical goods in a 
short time, as the use of electric lighting is still in its infancy 
here. There is a town supply, but it is limited, and most houses 
generate their own electricity. A large sale is reported of American 
self-contained motors and generators suitable for houses and 
estates. — Hteufer's Trade S«rrice (Singapore). 

` Indian Engineering states that the Netherlands Gutta-Percha Co. 

of Singapore intends opening a brauch in Sourabaya (Java). and will 
manufacture there all sorts of cables and insulated wires, The 
new factory will be called the First Neth. Ind. Cable Works,“ and 
will have also a wire-drawing installation. It will be the first of 
its kind in the Archipelago. 


Representation in the Argentine Republic. —H.M. 
Acting Consul General at Buenos Aires emphasises the importance 
of actual representation by agents on the spot for United Kingdom 
firms wishing to enter or maintain their position in this market. 
In commenting on the many admirably produced British director ies 
which have been issued since the war, and which furnish excellent | 
facilities for advertising in South America, he points out that 7 
such advertising can only be regarded as supplementary to the | 
work of a competent agent.— Board of Trade Journal. 


Catalogues Wanted at Amsterdam. — H.M. Consul- 
General at Amsterdam invites British firms to send copies of their 
catalogues for filing and use at a Catalogue Referenoe Library that 
is being formed at the Consulate. These should be addressed 
direct to His Britannic Majesty's Consul-General, British Consulate, 
Amsterdam. 


Electrical Demand in the Dutch East Iadies.—There 
is a steady demand for electric-lighting installations up to 40 kW 
for estates, sugar factories, machine shops, and other industries in 
the Netherlands East Indies. Small lighting sets of 50 and 100- 
lamp capacity are also added as rapidly as they can be imported 
for houses and the smaller plantations. Larger electrical 
engineering projects are also maturing in this part of the world, 
and it is believed that a more substantial share of their trade 
might easily be diverted into British channels. This is particu- 
larly the case with regard to electric cables. In 1917, 93 per cent. 
of the electric cable imports came from the United States, 4 per 
cent. from the Netherlands, and 2} per cent. from Great Britain ; 
and in 1918, 45 per cent. from the United States, 53 per cent. from 
Japan, and one-half of 1 per cent. from the Netherlands. Before 
the war, electric cable, as well as moet other electrical] equipment 
for this colony, came from Germany.—ZJndian Engineering. 


LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Amesbury (Wilts).—Proprosep MILITARY SUPPLY.— 
The Parish Council having proposed to have the parish illumi- 
nated by electricity supplied from the military station, has asked 
the Rural District Council to support an order to enable the 
Council to supply electricity to private consumers. The Rural 
District Council has referred the matter to a Committee. 


Aughton.— TIME EXTENSION FOR Company.—A deputa- | 
tion from the Ormskirk Gas and Electricity Co. has waited on the | 
West Lancashire Rural District Council, with & view to securing 
its consent to an extension of the company's powers in conneotion | 
with the supply of electricity to the township of Aughton. The | 
company’s agreement, granted under the Act of 1915, expires in | 
June next. and it was the intention, it was explained, to suspend 
the erection of a plant in Ormskirk pending the result of the 
inquiry into the Mersey and West Lancashire Electricity Scheme, 
from which the company hoped to obtain a supply in bulk. It 
was decided to grant the company an extension of four years to 
use its best endeavours to obtain a supply of electricity for 
Aughton as soon as possible, any costs in connection with the 
agreement being borne by the company. ks 


Bury.—ELNOrRIOrrT FoR Hovsis.—The Electricity 
Committee has instructed the electrical engineer to lay a cable to 
the site of the Walmersley housing scheme. 


Continental. — France. — An official decree has 
authorised the Société des Forces Motrices du Vercors to develop 
the Falls of Pizarcon on the River Isère, and erect a hydroelectric 
station of a capacity of 25,000 kW, to augment the power supply of 
that company’s network. 

The Société Electrique de Ja Sidérurgie Lorraine has in hand 
the preparation of plans for a power transmission network 
which will link up the various central stations of the ironworks of 
the Ea t (Longwy, Micheville, Homécourt, Pont-à-Mousson, &o.). 
Several 65,000 and 30,000-volt lines are contemplated to feed this 
important network, apart from the 120,000-volt line projected by 
the State which will run from Vinoey (Vosges), and end at Hirson 
(Aisne), which will supply power to the eastern ironwork industries 
in the districts which it traverses, 

The Chemins de Fer du Midi is contemplating setting up three 
hydroelectric stations for the utilisation of the water power of 
the Vallée d'Ossau, and the Lac d'Arouste at Laruna. The 
stations will be of the capacities of 17,000, 20,509, and 16,500 h.p. 
respectively. 

IraLy.—A National Electrification Committee is being formed 
in Italy, to act under the control of a council representing the 
private electrical undertakings, Government organisations, technioal 
engineers, and electrical workers’ unions.— Daily Telegraph. 

NORwAT.— According to the Norwegian Press a proposition is 
to be put before the Storting recommending the purchase by 
Buskerad County from the State, of the Halli Waterfall for power 
generating purposes. The purchase price is Kr. 75,000. H.M. 
Ohargé d'Affaires at Christiania reporting this to the Department 
of Overseas Trade, notes that the conditions of transfer contain a | 
proviso to the effect that as far as possible the work of harnessing 
the fall shall be carried out by Norwegian workpeople, and that 
the material to be used shall be Norwegian in all cases where 
quality and delivery are as astisfactory as can be obtained from 
abroad, and when the price is not over 10 per cent. dearer than 
that of foreign material, 
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Cookham.—ELTCrnIO Licutma ScmEME.— The Parish 
Council has decided to support an electric lighting scheme sub- 
mitted by Mr. George Young, who has laid down an installation at 
Cookham Mill, and offers a supply of electricity to consumers at 
10d. per unit. i 


Coventry. — ELECTRICITY ror Houses. — The City 


Council has sanctioned the laying of mains, at an estimated cost of 


£4,518, for supplying the working-class houses in course of erection 
by the Corporation. Applications numbering 185 were reported. 


Downton. — PUBLIO LriaHrING.— The Wilts County 
Council has consented to the Parish Council raising a loan of £650 
for the purpose of public lighting by electricity. 

Eastleigh. APPLICATION FOR PROVISIONAL ORDER.— 
The Urban District Council has decided to apply for a provisional 
order for electric lighting. There is a probability of electricity 
being supplied in bulk by Southampton Corporation. 


Electricity Disiricts.—W Est RIDING (AIRE AND CALDER) 
INQUIRY.—4A further conference of local authorities included in 


the West Riding (Aire and Calder) Electricity District took place 
at Bradford on February 24th. The financial, technical, and legal 


‘aspects of the position were approved in principle, and sub- oom - 


mittees were appointed to formulate the necessary steps for 
submitting the scheme when the inquiry is held in Leeds on 
April 13th. 


M1p-LANOASHIBE.—The Electricity Commissioners have extended 


the time within which objections or representations relating to the 
above-mentioned area may be made from September 30th, 1920, to 
May 31st, 1921. 

SoUrE-HAsT LANOASHIRE.—In the case of this area the time has 
already been extended once from October 31st, 1920, to March 31st, 
1921, but it has now been further extended to July 30th, 1921. 


Enniskillen — LIGHTING SCHEME CONSULTANT APPOINTED, 
—The Urban Council has appointed Mr. T. Tomlinson, electrical 


engineer, Dublin, to advise on & public electric lighting acheme. 


Epsem.—APPLiCATION FOR Loan.—Replying to the 
application of the Urban District Council for a loan of £4,000 for 
mains and services, the Electricity Commissioners ask what steps 
the Council p:oposes to take to improve the finanoial position of the 
undertaking, in view of the deficiency of £5,937 for the year 1919- 
30. The Council has decided to point out the causes, and the fact 
that the deficiency has now been much reduced. 


Glasgow.—INQUIRY INTO BnEAKDOWNS.—The attention 
of the Corporation Electricity Committee has been directed to the 
recent breakdowns in electricity supply, in letters from the Fairfield 
Shipbuilding and Engineering Company, and Messrs Harland & Wolff, 
Diesel Engine Works, Finnieston, who complain of the consequent 
dislocation of work in their establishments. A Sub-Committee has 
been appointed to inquire into the who!e matter. 


Hebden Bridge.—BULK SUPPLY Inquirtes.—Inquiries 
are being made from the Yorkshire Electric Power Co., Ltd., with 
t to the terms upon. which it would be prepared to supply 

the Council with electricity. 

Herne Bay.— Commissioners AND Gas Co.— The 
Urban District Council has informed the Commissioners that it has 
no objection to the revocation of the poweraof the Gas Co with regard 
to the supply of electricity, on condition that the words, and elec- 
tricity are deleted from the company's registered name. 


Huddersfleld.—APPLICATION FOR ORDER.—The Town 
Council has confirmed a recommendation of the Electricity Com- 
mittee that application be made tothe Electricity Commissioners for 
a special order under the Electric Lighting Acts, 1882to 1919, author- 
ising it to supply electricity for all public and private purp ses 
within the urban district of Marsden. It has also been agreed, in 
the event of the scheme which has been submitted by the Electricity 
Committee being approved by the Electricity Commissioners, that, 
if deemed necessary by the Joint Electricity Authority, the 
generating plant be transferred to such authority on terms t> be 


liford.—Nxzw Sus-SrATION.— The electrical engineer 
recommends the erection of a new sub-station in the Broadway and 
Ilford Laue district, owing to the increased load in this section. 
The installation will consist of a 500-kW rotary converter, a step- 
down transformer and the necessary switchgear. The engineer 
atates that, if possible, the station should be completed in time for 
the next winter's load. 


lavergordon.—ELOrRIO LIdH TNG SCHEME.—Àn elec- 
trio lighting scheme is being taken in hand, and the town gas 
works is consequently to bs permanently closed. 

Jedburgh.—Inquiny.—A Ministry of Transport inquiry 
was held last week by Col. T. C. Ekin relative to the application of 
the Electrio Supply Oorporation, Ltd., for power to increase the 
charges for electricity for power aud lighting. The application 
was opposed by a petition from consumers. 
. Limerick.—Posrtion oF UNDERTAKING.—On the re- 
election for the year of the Electric Lighting Committee, the Mayor 
said he was glad to be able to announce that within the past few 
months a eaving of £870 had been effected in connection with the 

, while there had been a further saving of £200 by the 

return af unsuitable goods. It was stated at a recent Corporation 
meeting that the undertaking wae in debt to the extent of 
425,000, 
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London.—St. Pancras.—The Electricity Committee 
proposes to carry out a re-modelling of the mains system in certain 
areas. This will involve an expenditure of £23,550, 

HACRKNEVY.— The Borough Council has decided to borrow the sum 


of £50,000, repayable in 20 years, from the London Oounty Council, 


for the purpose of extending the electricity undertaking. 

Having considered the question of substituting electricity for 
the present gas lighting, the Works and Open Spaces Committee 
reports that the present time is inopportune to effect the change, 
owing to the cost of laying the necessary mains. A sub-committee 
has been appointed, however, to consider the possibility of inati- 
tuting electric lighting at a later date. 

FuLHAM.—The Borough Council has decided to accept the offer 
of £750 by the Battersea Borough Council in settlement of a claim 
for an additional £2,500, in view of the increased cost of supplying 
electricity in bulk under an agreement between the two 
authorities, 

The minimum charge to consumers of electricity of 7s. 6d. per 
quarter has been varied, so that it now stands at 5s. for each of the 
two summer quarters, and 10s. for each winter quarter. 


Melrose.—PROPOSED Price INCREASE.— The Electric 
Supply Co. has applied for power to increase the price of elec- 
tricity to 1s. 2d. per unit. 


Monasterevan (Co. Kildare).—Pusiic Liamrmsc.—The 
District Council has accepted the tender of Mr, T. Tynan, for the 
publio lighting of the town by eleotricity at £100 per annum, 
about 9d. or 10d. in the £, as against 44d. in former years. 


Navan.—PROPOSED SALE oF Sration.—The Urban 
Council has appointed a Committee of the whole Council to 
deal with a proposal that Messrs. Spicer, local merchants, 
should lease or sell their new power house for the purpose of a 
public electric lighting scheme. The firm had intimated that they 
were willing to part with the plant at a valnation, but there were 
certain difficulties upon which they thought consultation 
necessary, 

LOAN FoR ELECTRIC LIGHTING SCHEME.—The Urban Council 
directed the clerk to ascertain from the Irish Board of Public 
Works whether a loan could be obtained for the proposed electric 
lighting scheme, which is expected to cost between £7,000 and 
£10,000. 


Nova Scotia. —cWATER-PowER DEVELOPMENT. — The 
Nova Scotia Government is engaged in a programme of water- 
power development. The work is being carried on through the 
Nova Scotia Power Commission, which was set up for the purpose. 
The outlay on construction on the first unit, which is now well 
forward, is about £350,000, and there will also be the cost of 
expropriation to be added. The claim amounts to £130,000. The 
present hydro-electric set is exclusively for the City of Halifax, 
and when complete will supply 30,000,000 EW-hours per year. 
The expenae of development is estimated to be $125 per h.p. The 
Miller Bros, who have mills on the rivers, claim £350,000, but 
will not press this if given navigation rights for their logs. This 
is being done.— Times Trade Supplement. 


Oidham.—Paice INcREASE DEFERRED.—The Corpora- 
tion Electricity Committee has deferred the question of an increase 
ia electricity charges, several members considering that an increase 
would have a bad effect upon local industry, which is in a state of 
depression at present. It is pointed out, however, that next year 
the Committee will have to provide an additional £15,000 to 
£29,000 on capital charges alone, 


Paisley—New PLANT AND Matns.—The Electricity 
Department has received approval of the installation of plant in 
sub-stations and the laying of new mains, at a cost of about 
£34,450. 


Preston. — PURCHASE OF UNDERTAKING. — The Town 
Council, on Feb. 24th, agreed to the purchase of the National Electric 
Supply Co.'s undertaking, the total cost of which, it was stated, 
would reach £286,000. Alderman Margerison said the undertaking 
had been valued by & representative of the Electric Power Co, on 
whose figures they were justified in paying the amount stated. 
The period of repayment would be such as to make the project self- 


supporting. 


Salford.—New Power STATION CoMMENCED.—Work is 
now proceeding on the preparation of the site at Agecroft for the 
Corporation's large power station. The scheme is expected to cost 
over a million pounds, About 200 men are engaged in the 
excavation work. i 


Yorkshire (West Riding).—EXTENSION or SuPPLY.— 
The Electrical Distribution of Yorkshire, Ltd., is applying for 
powers to generate and supply electricity for public and private 
purposes within the urban districte of Guiseley, Yeadon, Gilder- 
some and distycts, Kirkheaton and districts, the urban districte of 
Knottingley, Adwick-le-Street, Tickhill Darfield, Mont Bretton, 
and Royston, the rural districts of Thorne, Hemsworth, Pontefract, 
Doncaster, Rotherham, Wortley, and Kiveton Park, and the parishes 
of Woolley, Norton, and Carlton, Mytholmroyd, Colne Valley and 
district, and to amend special orders granted in respe:t of the 
urbsn distriot of Selby and the parish of Barlby and the urban 
districts of Stanley. Featherstone, Garforth, Horbury, Otley, 
Penistone, and Rawdon. l 
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TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Belfast,—INCREASED Fares NECESSARY.—At a recent 
meeting of the Tramway Committee the general manager sub- 
mitted the revenue report of the tramways undertaking for the 
nine months ending December 31st last. This showed a deficit of 
£22,007 98. 7d. The town clerk was instructed to impress upon 
the Ministry of Transport the urgency of having an order issued 
immediately authorising an increase in fares. 


Bolton.— Fare INCREASE.—The Tramways Committee 
has decided to increase the fares from April 4th. Bolton is the 
last tramway authority in the country to take this step. The 
borough treasurer estimates that for the next financial year the 
department will require an additional income of £30,000 to ensure 
that it shall not be a charge on the rates, After six monthe' 
working of the new fares the financial position will be reviewed, 
and if it is found a surplus is likely to be realised, there will be an 
alteration in favour of the passenger. 


Bradford, — INSPECTION OF RAILLESS SYSTEM. — The 
tramway manager has received an intimation from the Glasgow 
tramway manager that a committee from Glasgow is desirous of 
Visiting Bradford to inspect tho railless tramway system. 
Arrangements are being made accordingly. ö 

APPLICATION RET OSED.— The Ministry of Transport has refused 
the Corporation's application for an extension of powers, under the 
Bradford Parliamentary Act, to run railleas cars on the Idle, 
Thackley, and Eccleshill sections of the tramway system. Under 
the Act the local authority has powers to run such cars on certain 
roads in the city, but the routes in question are not specified, and, 
therefore, the powera cannot be extended without promoting a new 
Parliamentary Bill, which could not come into operation until 
1923 at the earliest. The proposal to change over to the railless 
system on this route was made because of the very heavy cost of 
track renewals. There was a net loss on the nine montha' working 
ending December last of £8,016, but no provision is made for 
renewals, and, taking an estimate of 3d. per car-mile, it is sta'ed 
that the actual loss for the period stated totals £47,616. If the 
Tramways Committee has to undertake the renewal of the track 
the position will be made much worse. While the reserve fund of 
the department is still in the region of £145,000, this amount, and 
much more, will be quickly swallowed up by the essential renewals 
if the efficient running of the cars is to be guaranteed. The Brad- 
ford electric tram ways were instituted in July, 1898, and this is 
the first loss they have incurred. 


Brazil. —RAILWAY ELectriricaTion.—At a meeting in 
December, the Paulista Railway Co, resolved upon an increase in 
the capital of the company from 100,000 contos of reis to 132,000 


mde expenditure to be incurred in the electrification of the 
system. 


Caledonian Rallway.—SUOGESTED ELECTRIFICATION.— 
A suggestion that the Caledonian Railway Co. should electrify part 
of ita system in Glasgow was made at the meeting of shareholders, 
last week, Such a scheme, a shareholder thought, would go far 
to relieve the excessive traffic on the tramways, and might lead to 
& big addition to the railway funds. Replying, the chairman said 
that some years ago estimates were obtained for the electrification 
of the Central Underground and the Cathcart Railway. It was 
discovered that there would be advantages from electrification, 
but even then the cost to be incurred made the Board hesitate. 
The present day cost was prohibitive. Although they recognised 
that eleotrification might be coming, they did not aee their way for 
the necessary financing. 


Chester.—Cans v. Busks.— The Tramways Committee 
has been discussing the subject of the future policy of the tram- 
way undertaking. The question of relaying the lines, which is 
necessary if the tramway system is to b» continued, or substituting 
motor-'buses, has yet to be settled. The Committee, at its last 
meeting, did not come to any decision, as certain figures: were 
required, and the meeting was adjourned. 


Colne.—Fare INCREASE.—It has been decided that the 
following increased fares shall come into operation on the tramways 
from March lst, viz. :—Half-a-mile, Id.; one mile, 2d.; two 
miles, 3d. ; three miles, 4d. ; full route, bd. ; workmen, two miles, 
lid.; children, any distance, ld. The parcel rates are increased 
100 per cent. over the pre-war charges. 


Ediobargh.— ELTOTRITICATTON DEF&RRED.—In view of 
the fact that the tramway manager is preparing a report on the 
whole question, the Corporation Tramways Committee, on Feb- 
ruary 21th, decided to delay consideration of the proposal to 
electrify certain portions of the iram way system. = 


Halifax. PRoposepD NEW Cars.—A Sub-Committee 
has been appointel to consider and report upon the proposed 
purchase of new cars. 

Loan.—The Tramways Sub-Committze has recommended that 
borrowing powers be sought for the re-laying of the track, at 
an estimated cost of £213,222, the amount being made up as 
follows: — Causeway Foot section, £72412; Pellon section, 
£19,501; Hebden Bridge section, £95 831; and West Vale section, 
4 55,425. ; l 

. PREVENTION OF ACCIDENTS.—At the suggestion of the Ministry 
of Transport, following a recent accident on the tramways, the 
Tramways Committee has given instructions that "at the top of 
every gradient opposite the poles marked with the letters SL ', 
the slipper brake must be applied in such manner as to have, and 
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maintain, complete control over the car; that at the bottom of 
each gradient the slipper brake is to be released; that motormen 
must always be on the alert to drop sand if there is the slightest 
tendency for the wheels to skid, and that gradients must always 
be desceaded as though the worst conditions of weather prevailed, 
i.e., foggy weather and greasy rail.” * . 


Hoylake and West Kirby, —PRoTEST AGAINST INCREASED 
FARES.— The Council opposes the proposed increase in fares on the 
Mersey Electric Railway to 2d. per mile, and it has been suggested 
that it should only agree to the principle of the increase on 
condition (1) that if the general ocst of living comes down within 
the next few vears; (2) that if a scheme for the producing of 
electricity more cheaply comes into operation, and the railways 
benefit by cheaper power, the fares shall be reduced. 


ladia,— CALCUTTA STRIKE SETTLED.—A Reuter message 
dated February 23rd stated :— The tramway strike has been settled 
on the following basis: — The men are to resume work to-morrow, 
the company will investigate the men's grievances forthwith and 
announce ita decision within a week, and finally, if the men are still 
dissatisfied, the Government will constitute a committee of investi- 
gation.” m | 


L. & S.W. Railway.— ELECTRIFICATION D&RFERRED.— 
Owing to the enormous cost of the work, it has been decided to 
defer the electrification of thə Cobham and Leatherhead lines. 
The estimated pre-war cost was £250,000, but it is thought that 
the present-day cost would not be far short of £1,000,000. The 
attitude of the Government with regard to the railways is stated 
to be an additional reason for the decision of the directora, 


L. & N.W. Railway.—ELECTRIFICATION,—Àt the general 
meeting of the shareholders, the chairman of the company said 
that the work of electrifying the Queen's Park-Chalk Farm gestion 
was being carried on day and night, but progress was necessarily 
slow, owing to the volume of traffic. It was hoped to open the 
new lines throughout early next year. 


Leeds,—Errecr or INCREASED FaRES.— The Tramways 
Committee has discussed the impending deficiency in the under- 
taking for the financial year ending March Slat next. When the 
fares were increased, the deficiency for the first nine months of 
the year was stated to be £30,500. Some reduction of this amount 
may result when the whole year's figures are forthcoming, but, 
nevertheless, there will be a substantial deficit. If the fares are 
increased further, it is felt that the bulk of tramway users (who 
reside within the two-mile limit) will refuse to use the cars, and the 
finances of the undertaking will be still more adversely affected. 

NEW TRACE.— The Corporation's scheme for the laying of a 
new tramway for a fast-car service between Harehills and Oakwood 
will cost £26,650, less the amount of the Government grant and 
plus £10,300, the amount estimated to be expended by the Improve. 
ments Committee, It is calculated that there will be an annua, 
saving of about £650 as the result of the greater speed which wil, 
be attainable on the new track. 


London.— LABOUR- Savina ON THE “ TUBES.” — Labour- 
saving devices recently introduced on the Underground Railways 
include lifts which can be controlled from outside, thus obviating 
the need for an attendant in the lift. Lifts are being operated in 
this manner at the Waterloo Station of the Bakerloo line. As tf oon 
as passengers have entered the lift the attendant outside manipu- 
lates the mechanism, which automatically closes the doors and 
lowers the lift. On arrival the doors autonratically open, and the 
pa sengers pass out. Thus one or two attendants can take charge 
of s group of such lifts.— Morning Post. f 

NEW PLANT.—The L.C.C. Highways Committee recommends the 
expenditure of £240,000 upon new plant for the Greenwich power 
station, which supplies the L.O.C. tramways. The amount is made 
up of the following items :—One 8,000-kW turbo-generator, with 
all necessary auxiliary plant and ewitchgear, three boiler units. 
complete with economisers, superheaters, £o., £210,000 ; engireers' 
fees, £10,000, and allowance for foundations and dismant]ing, and 
completing works in connection with the boilers, £20,000. In 
addition to this, £160,000 is to be expanded on the reconstruction 
of the Holborn and Streatham sub-stations, and the purchase of 
new switchgear and high-pressure cables. 


BERMONDsEY.—In 1914 the L. C. C. Highways Committee pre- 
pared to undertake the electrification of horse tramways in the 
Bermondsey area, but the Government ordered the work to be 
deferred, as it was not of national importance. The con at that 
tima would have amounted to about £62,600, plus £22,000 for 
street wideninz. The question of pro:eeding with this work has 
b2en raised recently by Bermondsey Borough Council, ani the 
Highways Committee, after due consideration, finds that .the 
present-day cost of the work would be £244,950 for a single track 
with loops, or £329,850 for a double track (inclusive of street 
widening costs). The Highways Committee, therefore, recommerds . 
that the Bermondsey Council be informed that the L.C.C. is unable, 
at the present time, to sce its way to arrange for the e'ectri- 
fication of the lines in question. 


Oldham.— APPLICATION FoR Time ExtTension.—The 
extension of the tramways from Werneth to Chadderton, for which 
a provisional order was obtained more than 12 months ago, was 
discussed by the Tramways Committce at ite last meeting. The 
distance is about one and a-half miles, and the original estimate 
was £25,791, At present it is estimated the cost for track and 
overhead equipment alone would absorb 3848, 000. It was a'so 
pointed out that motor-'buses were not likely to be a paying 
proposition, Operating oosts per passenger were high compared 
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with ears, and 'buses could not be run under a cost of 30d. per 
car-mile. After discussion it wai decided to take steps to extend 
the time in which to carry out the work authorised by the order. 

L. & Y. RAtLwaAv ELECTRIFICATION.—Àt the annual meeting 
of the L. & Y. Railway, a suggestion from a shareholder tbat elec- 
trification of a section of the line from Oldham should be carried 
o 1t as quickly as possible, elicited a reply from the chairman that 
the directors were satisfied it would be good business, but money 
could not be provided for the work at present. 


New Zealand. — MuNiciPAL DkveroPMeNTS. — The 
New Zealand Gazette, No. 99 (January 9th), publishes Orders 
in Council giving consent to the raising of loans of £1,708,916 
by the Wellington City Council for the purposes of water 
saipply, street works, tramways, baths, and general improvements, 
and a tunnel through Mount Victoria; and £95,000 by the 
Wanganui Borough Council for the purpose of improving and 
extending its tramway service. 

Gazette No. 102 (December 22nd, 1920) records that Invercargill 
Borough Council has carried proposals to raise loans including: 
£25,000 for additions and improvements to railways, and £50,090 
for additions and improvements to electric light and power worka. 


l€———— M —! 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


France. — TELEPHONE UHARGES. — In the French 
Chamber, on February 22nd, M. Paul Laffont foreshadowed the 
abolition of the present flat rate charge for telephone service in 
Paris and other large cities, as the French post office had shown & 
deficit of 820,000,000 on the past year's working. 


Italy.—TeLEGRAPH Messace Tax.—In view of the 
further adverse rise in the rate of exchange, the present super-tax 
on telegraphic and wireless messages to foreign countries, when 
paid in Italian paper money, was raised to 350 per cent. as from 
March 1st.— Revter's Trade Service (Rome). X 


Pacific Cable Board.— U.K.-AustTraLia SERVICE. — The 
Pacific Cable Board announces that it has reinstated the service of 
week-end telegrams between the United Kingdom and Australie, 
New Zealand, and the Pacific Islands. The service will be run in 
conjunction with the Imperial Cable (British Post Office), and tele- 
grams of this cla:s will be accepted at any post and telegraph office 
as from the 1st inst. The tariffs to Australia and New Zealand are 
as follows :—Australia, minimum charge covering 20 words, 158. ; 
each additional word above 20, 9d. New Z2aland, minimum charge 
covering 20 words, 13s. 4d. ; each add‘tional word above 20, 8d. 
Week-end telegrams must have the prefix “TWT” (which is 
counted and charged for as oae word), and the ordinary post-office 
or Pacific Cable Board's forms may be used. 


Press Telegrams.— The Post Office announces that 
during the International Conferences now being held in Londen, 
Press telegrams at reduced rates for the Continent will be accepted 
at post offices in London at all hours instead of only between the 
hours of 6 p.m. and 9 a.m. The arrangement took effect from 
February 21th. . 

Mr. Illingworth, Postma:ter-General, asked in the House of 
Commons whether he would state how much Press telegrams now 
cost the country over and above the rate paid for them by the 
newspapers, and whether, in the interests of economy, he inten?ed 
to alter the present subsidy system, said that no recent investi- 
gati»n had. been made as to the cost of Press as distinct from 
ordinary telegrams, but the loss was no doubt considerable. The 
rates for Press telegrams were increased on January Ist, 1920, and 
he did not contemplate a further increase at the present moment. 
The rates for private wires leased to the Press and to news agencies 
were, however, about to be raised.— 7% Tiv es. 


Swatow.— CABLB COMMUNICATION.—Attention is being 
given to the need of cable communication for Swatow and a scheme 
for providing such communication will probably ba taken in hand. 
As a resu't of military operations in China, the only telegraphic 
connection of Swatow with the outside world was recently inter- 
rupted for three months. Therefore, telegrams reached Swatow 
only by post from Hong-Kong. Commenting upon this situation, 
Consul Myers, of Swatow, calls attention to the effect upon 
busines of such interruption, stating further that Swatow has no 
cable connection. Three lines of the Chin:s2 Telegraph Admini- 
at rat ion touch at Swatow, but the serv o3 at its best is very poor, 
the lines are not kept in good condition, and interruptions a:e 
frequent in bad weather. The unreliable nature of this service, 
therefore, points to the laying of a cabie to Swa'ow as the only 
solution. In view of the commercial future of the port, whore 
trade is twice that of Amoy and Foochow combined, which ports 
have cable services, the demand for dep2ndab‘e telegraphic cab'e 
communication is apparent.—Jndian Engineering. 8 


Sweden. — AUTOMATIC TELEPHONY.—A short time ago a 
party of Swedish State telegraph experts returned from a vieit 

id to Germany in order to investigate the subject of automat 
telephone exchanges. According to a Swedish newspaper, the 
Siemens system, which was studied, is said certainly to work in 
ite own way.“ But when the percentage of wrong connections 
amounts to 14, as compared with 2} per cent. with the manual 
8;8tem used in Stockholm, there is little indu:em:nt for the experts 
to recommend the introduction of the automatio system, before 
it oan be proved to be more reliable in working. In some towns 


in Germany it is declared that subscribers have lodged mass pro- 
tests against the automatic telephone service, and demanded the 
reintroduotion of the manual system. The question was previously 
examined by the Swedish experts in the United States, but it was 
found difficult to get any real insight into the degree of reliability 
of the automatic system. 


Telephone Servlce.— ExisriNa Contracts.—In reply to 
a question in Parliament whether a subscriber to the telephone is 
to be forced to continue his contract with the Post Office till the 
end of the period of his contract at the new rates, or if he could 
give up the use of the telephone, Mr. Illingworth wrote in reply 
that, unless specially provided for otherwise, a subacribar who:e 
contract under the old rates is atill current cannot be required to 
pay the new rates until the contrast has been determined, and hé 
can then decide whether he will enter into an agreement at the 
new rates, which in the case of an existing subscriber wou'd run 
from quarter to quarter. 


U.S.A.— CABLE DISPUTE..— A decision was given in favour 
of the company, on February 25th, in the action brought by the 
Western Union Telegraph Co., against the U.S. Government, to 
restrain the latter from interfering with the landing of a o1ble 
at Miami, Florida.— Daily Mail. : 

PoLicE USE WIRELESS.— Wireless telegraphic apparatus has been 
installed at the New York police headquarters as a means of notify- 
ing the police of other cities corcerning the movements of suspected 
criminale. The messages will cover a radius of about 300 miles, 
and transmission will take place every evening from 6 p.m. until 
midnight. | 


Wireless D.F. Statlons.— An Air Ministry Notice to Air- 
men (No. 17 of 1921) gives a list of wireless direction finding 
stations, together with the latitude and longitude of each, the call 
signal, wave lergth, and other details. In the British Isles there 
are nine stations, ramely, at Amlwch, Rhyl, Berwick, Carnsore, 
Croydon, Flemborough, L zard, Malin Head, and Sea View; in France 
there are 16, the erection of five others being contemplated; in 
Germany four; and in Italy one. The notice contains full 
instructions ccncerning the procedure to be used when commoni- 
citing with the statione.—Zhe Times, 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The date given in parentheses at the end of the paragraph indicates 
the issue of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW in which the " Official 
Notice” appeared.) 


OPEN. 


Ausiralla.—M ELpoURNE.—April 19th. P. M. G. Tele- 


phone switchboards (Schedule No. 1 670).* (February 2:t4 ) 


April 27th. Victorian Railway Commissioners, Spencer Street. 
Caustic soda primary cells, complete (Contract No. 33,914).* 

BRisBANE.—March 30th. P.M.G.’s Department. Switchboard 
apparatus and parts.“ | | 


Balliarobe.—March 15th. Ballinrobe Electricity Supply 
C», Ltd. Erection of po'es and overhead line in connection with 
the electric lightirg supply. (See this issue) 

Belgrade, — May 1st. The Commercial S'cretary to 
H.M. Legation at Belgrade has forwardel to the Department of 
Overseas Trade particu'ara of a call for tenders by the Serb, Croat, 
and Slovene Ministry of Public Works, for the erection of a power- 
station, main conductora and transforming stations in connection 
with an electrical scheme at Kostolac for tbe supply of energy to 
Belgrade, Semlin, &c. Tenders should be addressed to the Director, 
Ministry of Public Works, Belgrade. A translation of the srecifl- 
tion and conditions of tender, together with & plan showing the 
disposition of the various stations and lines, may b» inspected at 
Room 48, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
S. W. l. | 

Bradford. — Electric lighting installation at Great Horton 
Wesleyan Schools. Mr. E. Ramsden, Cliffe Mills, Great Horton, 
Bradford. 

Croydon.—March 7th. Electricity Department. Two 
natural draught cooling towers. (February 18th.) 

Dewsbury.—Electric-light installation in branch shops, 
Brewery Lane, Thornhill Lees, for the Dawsbury Pioneers Indus- 
trial Society, Ltd., Union Street, Dewsbury. x 

Dungarvan.—Co. WATERFORD, — March 10th. Dan- 
garvan Electric Light and Power Co., Lid. Wiring of consumers’ 
premises in connection with the electric lighting echeme. J. P. 
Tierney & Co., consulting engineers, 44, Kildare Street, Dublin. 

Edinburgh. — Parish Council. Supply of intercom- 
munication telephore instruments and accessories for Craiglock- 
hart Poorhouse. Mr. R. T. French, Clerk, Parish Council Chambers. 

Glasgow.— March 11th. Education Authority. Instal- 
lation of electric lighting and heating systems in a number of 
schools. Schedules on application to Property Department, 129, 
Bath Street. 

Johannesburg, — March 30th. Municipal Council. 
Forty 50-h.p., 500 to 600-V tramcar motors. Tenlers to Town 
Clerk, Municipal Offices, Johannesburg. A copy of the specification 
may be seen in Room 18 of the Department of Overseas Trade up 
to to-morrow (Saturday), after which date it wiil be available for 
loan to firms in the provinces  . i 
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Leeds.—March 8th. Electrical work required in the 
Education Committee's schools for the year ending March 31st, 
1922. Architect, Education Department, Calverley Street. 


Macclesfield.— March 14th. Cheshire County Asylum, 
Parkside. Stores, including electrical goods, for six months. 
W. G. F. Tingay, Clerk. 


Mavchester.—April 4th. Electricity Committee. 33,000 
and 6,600-V switchgear, induction regulators, &o., for controlling 
sub-stations of large capacity. (February 18th.) 


Perth. — March 21st. Electricity Department. One 


.1,000-kW, d.c, geared turbo-generator, with condensing plant. 
(See this issue.) 


Plymonth.—March 7th. Electricity Department. Cast- 
iron pipes. (See this issue.) 


Rhondda.—April 5th. Electricity Department. A. C. 
house service meters, cable, joint boxes, &c. (February 25th.) 


Spain.—The War Minister has been authorised to invite 
tenders for the supply of radio-telegraphic material for the first 
Regimento de Telegrafos and the Batailon de Radiotelegraphie. 
The estimated cost is 300.000 and 502,000 pesetas respectively.— 
Heuter's Trade Service (Madrid). 


. Stockton-on-Tees. — March 9th. Electricity Depart- 
ment.  A.c.lp.switchgear. (February 25th.) 


Urnguay.— Monte Vipko.— March 29th. State Power 
House. Single and three-phase meters.“ 

March 31st. A telegram from H.M. Minister at Monte Video 
(Sir O. C. Mallet, C.M.G.), to the Department of Overseas Trade, 
states that general tenders are invited until March 31st for the con- 
struction of the projected port works at Paysandu, for which an 
expenditure of $280,457.30 has been sanctioned. The construction 
of a dyke, the acquisition of electrical handling and lifting 
apparatus, the extension of the mole and the construction of 
anchoring grounds, are included in the echeme, 


A copy of the specification, &o., can be consulted at the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, S. W. I. 


CLOSED. 


Australia, —SYvDNEY.—Electricity Supply. Committee. 


Eighteen 400-kVA transformers, £17,083. — English Electric Co. of 
Australia, Ltd. (recommended). — Tenders. 


Belgium.—No fewer than twelve firms—Belgian, French, 
German and British submitted tenders recently to the municipal 
autborities of Schaerbeek, Brussels, for the supply of three statio 
three-phase transformers. The lowest tender was that of the repre- 
sentatives of a German manufacturer, the Comptoir Générale 
d'Electricité d'Allemagne, of Brussels, who quoted 18,753 franos 
per transformer. | 


Government Contracts.— The following Government 
contracts were placed during January, 1921 :— 


ADMIRALTY (CONTRACT AND Purcnask DEPARTMENT). 
Battery.—Fuller's United Electric Works, Ltd. 
Carbon rods.—Morgan'’s Crucible Co., Ltd. 
Secondary cells.—Fuller's United Electric Works, Ltd. 
Electric Lighting at Rosyth.—G. E. Taylor & Co. ^ 
Motor generators.—W. H. Allen, Sons & Co., Ltd. 
Switchgcar.—Whipp & Bourne, Ltd. 


War OrFrick. 
Distributing boards.—Gencral Electric Co., Ltd.; W. Sanders & Co. 


Alm MINISTRY, 


Storage Battery.—Pritchett & Gold, Ltd. 

Electric mains.—Callender's Cable Co., Ltd. 

Electrically-driven fire pump.—Allen, Sons & Co. 

Post OFFICE. 

Telephone apparatus.—Sterling Telephone & Electric Co., I.td.; Western 
Electric Co., Ltd. 

Telegraph and telephone cable.—British Insulated & Helsby Cables, I.td.; 
Callender's Cable & Construction Co., Ltd.; W. T. Glover & Co., 
Ltd.; W. T. Henley's Telegraph Works Co., Ltd.; Johnson & Phillips, 
Ltd.; London Electric Wire Co. & Smiths, Lid.; Siemens Bros. & 
Co., Ltd.; Union Cable Co., Ltd.; Western Electric Co., Ltd. 

Lamp caps.—J. Hannan. : 

Casing and cover.—McGaw & Co. 

Secondary cells. - Van Raden & Co., Ltd. 

Telephone «ords.—British Insulated & Helsby Cables, Ltd.; | Phanix 
Telephone & Electric Works, Ltd. 

Cut-outs.—Johnson & Phillips, Ltd. 

Ducts.—Albion Clay Co., Lid. 

Electro-mechanical gate locks, gate contacts, and lattice gates for lifts 
at various P.O. buildings.—Medway's Safety Lift Co., Ltd. 

Insulators.—De la Rue & Co., Ltd. 

Electric lamps.—Enylish Electric & Siemens Supplies, Ltd. 

Laying conduit.—Grove Road, Burdett Road, and West India Dock 
Road: Whittaker Ellis, Ltd. Harrow (Vinner Road): G. J. Anderson. 
Hunton Bridge, Berkhampstead: H. Farrow. Manchester-Hyde- 
Glossop and Oldham-Huddersfield (section III): W. Turner (Ardwick). 
Newcastle-Durham (section III): Kettle & Son. Southampton-Totton : 
W. Dobson. 

Manufacture, supply, drawing in, and jointing cable.—London-Barnet : 
Callender's Cable & Construction Co., Ltd. London- Brighton: John- 
son & Phillips, Ltd. Leeds-Harrogate: British Insulated & Helsby 
Cables, Ltd. 

Mouthpieces for telephones.—Crystalate Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 

Power plant and electric lighting North Walsham relay station.—G. E. 
Taylor & Co. Sub-contractors: For battery, Tudor Accumulator Co., 
Ltd. For engine and generator, R. A. Lister & Co., Ltd. 

Power equipment, Dollis Hill Wireless Experimental Station. Westminster 
Engineering Co., Ltd. Sub-contractors: For induction motor, Lanca- 
shire Dynamo & Motor Co., Ltd. For static transformer, Johnson 
me a Ltd. For auto-transformer starter, Electrical Apparatus 
„O., Ltd. 

Electric trucks.—English Electric Co., Ltd. 

Bronze wire.—Shropshire Iron Co., Ltd, 


Telephone exchange equipment.— Belfast: Western Electric Co., Ltd. 
Paisley : Automatic Telephone Manufacturing Co., Ltd. New Barnet: 
Peel-Conner Telephone Works, Ltd. Sub-contractors: For batteries, 
Tudor Accumulator Co., Ltd. For charging set and ringing dyna- 
motor, Crompton & Co., Ltd. 

Annealed copper wire.—1. Bolton & Sons, Ltd.; British Insulated and 
Helsby Cables, Ltd.; Shropshire Iron Co., Ltd.; F. Smith & Co., 
incorporated in the London Electric Wire Co. & Smiths, Ltd. 

H.d. copper wire.— T. Bolton & Sons, Ltd.; British Insulated & Helsby 
Cables, Ltd.; Elliotts Metal Co., Ltd.; R. Johnson & Nephew, Ltd.; 
Shropshire Iron Co., Ltd.; F. Smith & Co., incorporated in the 
London Electric Wire Co. & Smiths, Ltd.; J. Wilkes, Sons & Mapple- 
beck, Ltd. : 

Galvanised stcel wire.—F. Smith & Co., Wire Manufacturers, Ltd. 


HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR INDIA, 

Electric battery.—Tudor Accumulator Co., Ltd. 

Insulator cups.—Bullers, Ltd.; Edwardes, Bros.; Taylor, Tunnicliffe and 
Co., Ltd. 

Insulators.—Bullers, Ltd. 

Electric lamps.—General Electric Co., Ltd. 

Meters.—Weston Electrical Co., Ltd. 

Motors.—Lancs. Dynamo & Motor Co., Ltd. 

Pelaphone plant.—New Pelaphone Engine Co., Ltd. 

Power plant.—General Electric Co., Ltd. 

Switchboards.—British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd.; General Electric Co., 
Ltd. 

Telephone apparatus.—Peel-Conner Telephone Works, Ltd. 

Copper wirc.—T. Bolton & Sons, Ltd.; Elliotts Metal Co., Ltd.; Shrop- 
shire Iron Co., Ltd.; F. Smith & Co., Ltd. 

G. i. wire.—F. Smith & Co., Ltd. 


Crown AGENTS FOR THE Corostes. 

Cable.—British Insulated & Helsby Cables, Ltd; W. T. Glover & Co., 
Ltd.; W. T. Henley's Telegraph Works Co., Ltd.; Western Electric 
Co., Ltd. 

Copper wire cable.—Hooper's Telegraph & ILR. Works, Ltd. 

Electric lamps.—Metropolitan-Vickers Electric Export Co., Ltd. 

Insulated wire.—Hooper's Telegraph & I.R. Works, Ltd. 

Jointing materials.—W. T. Henlev's Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. 

Switchboard materials.—Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. 

Switchyear.—Metropolitan-Vickers Electric Export Co., Ltd. 

Telegraph line material.—Bullers, Ltd.; Siemens Bros. & Co. 

Telephones.—British L. M. Ericsson Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 

Transformers.—Metropolitan-Vickers Electric Export Co., Ltd. 

H.M. Orricx or WORKS. 


Engineering services.—Electric lift, National Portrait Gallery : Medway's 
Safety Lift Co., Ltd. 


London. — STEPNEY.— Electricity Supply Committee. 
Accepted :— 
One lj-ton Garrett patent electric vehicle, £1,000. — Agricultural and 
General Engineers, Ltd. ; 
Coal—8,000 tons seghill/Hastings nutty smalls, 48s. 6d. ton. —E. Foster & Co. 
Cable—250 ft. 3 sq. in., 220 yds. 25 sq. in. e. h. p. 8-oore cable, and 440 Tes 
' sq. in. t c.l.c. cable. W. T. Henley's Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. 
à mile troughs and covers, £126.—Sutton & Co. 
BETHNAL GREEN.—Electricity Committee. Accepted :— 
60 20-amp., 24 40. amp. 9-200-amp. meters (total), £845.—Metropolitan- 
Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. 
Accepted: 


Manchester. — Electricity Committee. 
Cable British Insulated & Helsby Cables, Ltd; Western Electric Co, Ltd.; 
motor-driven pumping plant for Barton power.-station, Mather & Platt, 
Ltd.; sub-contractors Valves, Glenfield & Kennedy, Ltd.; oil switches, 

G. Ellison; switchgear, Metropolitan. Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. 
Nelson.—According to the Manchester Daily Despatch, 
the Town Council on Tuesday discussed the le(tinz of a tender for 
tram crossings and points to the Anglo-Belgian Improvement 
Corporation. As chairman of the Tramways Commn tee, Al lerman 
Cooke said the price was 50 per cent. lower than the tender of any 
English firm. It appears that the representative of the firm, on 
submitting the tender, said & deputation of their workpeople had 
waited on them and agreed to work the full six dzys & week, 
including. Saturday afternoons, without demanding overtime. 

This was one reason why Belgian firms were able to underout. 


Portrush.— Urban District Council. Accepted :— 


Plant for electricity supply, £13,598.— Messrs. Curran. 
Building generating station, £1,658.—Cochrane & Elliott. - 


Salford.— Electricity Committee. Accepted: 


L.p. single paper-insulated. lead-covered cable, £892; 4-core l.p. eable, 
£980. — Pirelli-General Cable Works, Ltd. 

L.p. twin paper-insulated, lead-covered cable, £249; l.p. concentric paper. 
insulated, lead-covered cable, £968; e.h.p. 8-core, paper-insulated, 
lead-covered cable, £317. — W. T. Giover & Co., Ltd. 

D.o. switchgear for 1,000-kW rotary converter at Blackfriars sab-station, 
£444.— Bertram Thomas. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


am snd District Electric Clab.—Friday, Mareh 4th. At the Grand 
Hotel, Birmingham. At 6.45 p.m. Annual dinner. 
Saturday, March 12th. Paper on Common-sense Methods of Record. 
ing Costing and Progress in Shop Management,” by Mr. H. C. Young. 

British Electrical Development Association (Inc.).— Friday, March 4th. 
At the Offices of the British Electrical and Allied Manufacturers’ Associa- 
tion, 86, Kingsway, W.C.2, At 12 noon, Adjourned first annual general 
meeting. 

Institntion of Mechanical Engineers.—Friday, March 4th. At the Institu- 
tion, S’orey’s Gate, S.W. At6p.m. Paper on “ De-gassing and Purifica- 
tion of Boiler Feed-water," by Mr. P. Kestner. 

Royal Institution of Great Britain.—Friday, March 4th. At Albemarle 
Street, Piccadilly, W. At 9 p.m. Lecture on “Bevern Crossings and 
Tidal Power," by Mr. W. A. Tait. 

Saturday, March 6th. At 8 pm. Lecture on “ Electricity and 
Matter,” by Sir E. Rutherford, F. R. S. (Lecture I.) 

Royal Society of Arts.— Monday. March 7th. At John Street, Adelphi. 
At8p.m. Cantor Lecture: "X-Rays and their Industrial Applications,” 
by Major G. W. C. Kaye. 

Chief Technical Assistants' Association. — Saturday, March 6th. At 
Anderton's Hotel, Fleet Street, E. C. At 8p.m. Annual general meeting. 

Selford Technical snd eering Society. — Saturday, March 6th. 
At the Royal Technical College. At 7 p. Paper on “The Barton 
Electric Power Station," by Mr. 8. L. Pearce. 

Institution of Post Office Electrical Esgineers (London Centre).— 
Monday, Merch "th. At the Royal Sooiety of Arts, John Street, Adelphi, 
W.O. At 530 p.m. Paper on The Relay System of Automatic 
Switching,” by Mr. H. Dipple f 
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of Engineers.—Monday, March 7th. At Burlington House, Picca- 

Gilly, W. At 8.50 p. Paper on '* Some Modern Engineering Practice in 
America,” by Mr. R. W. A. Brewer. 

University of London.—Monday, March 7th; Wednesday, March 9th, and 

Friday, March 11th. At the Institution of Civil Engineers, Great George 
Street, S W. At 5.30 
Italy,“ by Prof. Luigi 
University of Rome. 

Imstitution of Civil 
Great George Street, 
electio Irrigation Installation,“ by Mr. S. Leggett. 

Elestricity District Inquiry.—Toesday, March 8th. At Liverpool. R sumed 
inquiry by the Electricity Commissioners into the Mersey and West 
Lancashire District. 


po Lectures on Recent Engineering Works in 
niggi, Professor of Hydraulic Construc ion in the 


neers.— Tuesday, March 8th. At the Institution, 
W. At 5.80 p.m. Paper on “The Amritsar Hydro- 


tion of Engimeers-in-Charge. — Wednesday, March 9th. At 8t. 

Bride's Institute, Bride Lane, E.C. At 7.90 p.m. Paper on The 
Economic Utilisation of Exhaust Steam,” by Mr. A. J. Assheton. 

Institute of Cost and Works Accountents.— Wednesday. March 9th. At 
the Institute of Patent Agents, Staple Inn Buildings, W.C. At 7 p.m. 
Lecture on Economics in Rela ion to Costing,” by Mr. W. Grainger. 

Institute of Metals.— Wednesday and Thursday, March 9th and 1Cth. At 
the Institution of Mechanics! Engineers, Storey's Gate, Westminster. 
Annual general meeting. 

ester Wireless Society. — Wednesday, March 9th. 
chester College of Technology, Sackville S:reet. At 7.90 p.m. 
The Construction of Electric Motors,“ by Mr. R. Hal'am. 

National Association of Supervising Electricians. — Wednerday. March 9th. 

„At 6.30 p.m. At St. Bride's Institute. Bride Lane, E.C. Discussion on 
am r. Electr:city.’’ Opened by Mr. F. W. Go-denough and Mr. W. A. 

il'ott. " 

Association of Engiaeerind asd Shipbuildiaog Drau,htsmen (York 
Technical Sectioa’.—Thureday, March 1 th. At 7. 6 p.m. At the Priory 
N:reet Higher Grade School, York. Paper oa Wireless Telegraphy, by 
Mr. E. Bsckhous-. 

Belfast Association of Engineers.—Thursday, March 10th. At the Muni- 
cipe! Technical Institute. At 6.45 p.m. Paper on '' Technical Training 
for Industry, by Mr. A. P. M. Fleming. 

Chelmsford Engineering Society. — Thursday, March 10th. At the East 
Anglian Institute of Agricu'ture. At 716 pm. Paper on Bal and 
Roller B-arings,” by Mr. T. W. Cooper. 

institution of Electrical Engineers. — Thursday, March 10th. At the 
Iustitution of Civil Engineers, Great George Street, S.W. At 6 p.m. 
Lecture on ''Megnetic Susceptibility of Low Order.” Lecture II{— 
“ Practical Applic itions,“ by Prof. E. Wilson. 

Students’ Section.—Friday, March llth. At King's College, Strand, 
W.C. At6.30 p.m. Paper on Some Recent Developments in Converting 
Machinery for Small Sub-stations,” by Mr. J. A. Broughall. 

Western Centre.— Monday, March 7th. At the South Wa'es Institute 
of Engineers, at Cardiff. At7p.m. Lecture on The Prospects of Elec- 
tricity in Agricultural Centres, by Mr. W. Kerr. 

North-Midland Centre.—Tuesday, March 8th. At the Hotel Metro- 
pole, Leeds. At 7 p.m. Ordinary meetiog. 

North-Western Centre.—Tuesday, March 8th. At the Engineers“ 
Club, Manchester. At 7 p.m. Paper on "Electric Driving in the Paper 
Mil on Heat-economy Lines,“ by Mr. A. B. Mallinson. 

Scottish Centre.—Tuesday, March 8th. At Princes Station IIotel, 
Edinburgh. At 7 p.m. Lecture on “The Long-distance Telephone 
System of the United Kingdom.“ by Sir W. Noble. 

Scottish Centre (Students' Section).—Friday, March llth. At the 
Royal Technical Co lege, Glasgow. Paper on '' Machinery Operat ons in 
Automobile Construction,“ by Mr. R. J. Hird. 

El Society.—Friday, March lith. At the Philosophical 
Insti ute. At M p.m. Apprentices’ night. Short papers on Every. day 
Work for the Society's prize. 


At the Man- 
Lecturo on 


Institu of Engineers.—Friday, March llth. At B9, Victoria 
Street, SW. At 8 p.m. Lecturette: Electrical Drive in the Cotton 
Trade,” by Mr. A. T McGuire. 

| Society of London.—Friday, March 11th. At the Imperial College 
of Science, South Kensing*on, S.W. At 5 p.m. Sixth Guthrie Lecture: 
* Some Recent Applica'ions of Interference Methods," by Prof. A. A. 
Nicholson, University of Chicago. 


NOTBS. 


The New Sessions House of the L.C.C.—We regret that 
in our referenoe to the four-contact suspension of the large 
fittings, in our last issue, the makers' nàme was incorrectly stated ; 
it should read The London Electric Firm." 


Summer Time.—Mr. Shortt stated in the House of 
Commons on February 23rd that the Government proposed to 
iotroduce summer time this year from midnight on Saturday- 
Sunday. Ap:il 2nd—3rd, to midnight on Sunday- Monday, October 

Summer.time will be re-established in France on the night of 
Maroh 4th, and all restrictions on the use of electricity will then 
be removed, says the Daily Telegraph. 


Twenty-Four Hours’ Clock. — Mr. Shortt (Home 

Secretary) informed the House of Commons on February 22nd that 
the Government had decided to take no steps at present with 
reference to the adoption in general use of the 24 hours’ clock 
system. 
- Service Notes.— Seven mechanist electricians with a 
knowledge of wireless telegraphy are required for the Indian 
service—a two years engagement, 350 rupees per menth, free 
quarters or allowance in lieu thereof, free medical attendance, and 
free passage outwards. 

Warrant-electrician W. G. P. Whiting has been posted to the 
battleship Jrun Duke, from the «9th inst.  Warrant-telegrapbist 
C. C. France has been posted to the Tron Duke for service with the 
squadron of which she is the flagship. 


. B.T.H. Wireless Apparatus.— With reference to our 
notice of tbe B.T.H. Co.'s stand at the Efficiency Exhibition at 
Olympia (page 232 of dur February 25th issue), we have been asked 
to correct the statement that the portable wireless telegraphic 
receiving set that was shown needed an aerial" The main feature 
of the set is that messages can be received in any reasonably quiet 
room without the aid of an aerial. 


“A Question of Ethics," — As we go to press the 
following letter bas come to bard :— 

"I bave read with interest W. A. Moore's letter in your issue of 
February 25th ; but, in view of the fact that the page number of 
the write-up appeared in the adrertisement, I am afraid your 
explanation in the footnote dces not carry much weight. If there 
was no contrection whatever between the advertisement and the 
write-up, and no knowledge on the editorial side, I can only con- 
gratulate the advertisers on their apparent uncanny foresight in 
fixing the correct page number in the news columns. 


. “W. MAHONEY.” 
“ March 2nd, 1921. 


The matter is really very simple. Beth the editorial and the 
advertisement pages pess through the hands of our foreman 
printer, who, of course, knows the numbers and contents of all of 
them. We understand that the copy for the advertisement in 
question was received at the last minute and hurriedly forwarded 
to him without oritical inspection, apnd he inserted the pege 
number without instructions to do so. The advertisement manager 
and the editors knew nothing about the matter till after 
publication. 


Electrical Engineers’ Neunlon.— No. 5 Company London 
Electrical Royal Engineers (T.F.) will hoid their annual dinner at 
Queen's Hotel, Leicester Square, on Saturday, March 19th. Parti- 
culars may be obtained from the Secretary, Mr. G. Preasy, 3, 
Rugby Road, Chiswick, London, W. 4. 


The Geo. Montefiore Endowment.—The next awards in 
connection with the above endowment, details of which were given 
in our pages some months ago, will be made this year. A prize or 
prizes not exceeding 20,(00 fr. in value will be awarded for the 
best paper or papers, which must have been prepared within the 
last three years, and may be in French or English, dealing with 
scientific developments or improvements in the technical applica- 
tions of electricity. The closing date for entries is Apri) 30th 
next, and the offices of M. le Secrétaire Archiviste de la Fonda- 
tion Geo. Montefiore, are at Rue Saint-Gilles, 31, Liége, Belgium. 


À Gas Comedy.— Because of the poor gas supplied, says 
the Daily Mail, Middlesex County Council bas agreed to install 
electric light at the gas-meter testing station at Edmonton to 
enable the inspector to co his work. 


Trains on Fire.—According to the Daily Mail, five 
trains were involved and nine carriages destroyed in a fire at the 
Caledonian Railway Co.'s cleaning sheds, Glasgow. Several carriages 
were drawn out of the danger zone by engines. Some of the 
destroyed carriages had only arrived from London the previous 
es The fire spread rapidly owing to the explosion of gas 
ta id 

The sting is, as often happens, in the tail, Electrically-lighted 
trains are not liable to explosions, 


Appointments Vacant.—Shift engineer (£314), meter 
fixer (80s. 4d.), for the Eccles Corporation Electricity Department 


The Three-Shift System in the Cabie-Making Industry. 
According to The Electron, the National Joint Industrial Council 
for the Cable-Making Industry has decided to recommend to all 
factories where overtime is being worked, the introduction of the 
three-shift syatem. 


Fatality.— While repairs were being carried out to the 
chimney stack of the Lister Drive Power Station, Liverpool, a 
steeplejack, supposed to have missed his footing on the scaffolding, 
fell a distance of from 80 to 100 ft. and was killed instantly. 


Educational.— UNIVERSITY oF LONDON.—À course of 
six public lectures on “ Recent Engineering Works in Italy," will 
be given at the Institution of Civil Engineers, Great George 
Street, S.W., by Prof. Luigi Luiggi, D. So., M. Inst. O. E., Professor 
of Hydraulic Construction in the University of Rome, at 5.30 p.m., 
on March 7th, 9th, 11th, 15th, 16th, and 18th, 1921. The subjects 
dealt with will be :—Sanitary Engineering and Water Supply ; 
Agricultural Hydraulic Engineering; Industrial Hydraulio 
Engineering (Hydro-Electrical Power Development in the Alps 
and Apennines, Applications of Electricity to Steel and Copper 
Refining Works, Chemical Engineering Works, Utilisation of 
Volcanic Heat for Steam Raising); Transportation Engineering 
(Italian Canals, Roads, Railways, and Air Transport). 

The lectures, which will be givenin English and fully illustrated 
with lantern slides, are addressed to advanced students of the 
University and others interested in the subject. Admission will 
be free, without ticket. 

In view of the age-long pre-eminence of Italian engineers in 
hydraulic engineering, this course is sure to be of the greatest 
interest and value to British engineers. 


An Auto-Pram.—We are informed that the Rev. Percival 
Mackenzie, of Forest Hill, is responsible for the invention of an 
auto-pram. He has fitted an electric motor, made from a self- 
starter taken from a motor-car, to his children's perambulator, 
The motor is fed from a battery of accumulators, and is so geared 
that while there is, it is stated, no danger of breaking the speed 
limit for perambulators on the level, it will olimb a hill with ease 
and save nurse having to exert herself unduly. Affixed to the side 


. of the pram in a conspicuous position is a motor licence | 
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Institution of Electrical Engtneers.—ScmmerR MEETING.—With 
reference to our last week's note on this subject, we are informed 
that the first two days will be spent in Glasgow, when visits will 
be paid to the new power station at Dalmarnock, and to works 
and other places of interest. There will also be papers on that 
power station and on the hydro-electric power resources of 
Scotlard. Arrangements have been made for a Clyde trip on 
Jane 8th. On the 9th the party will proceed by special train to 
Fort William or Banavie (Inverness Canal), and on the following 
day a steamer will take the visitors down Lock Linnhe to Kin- 
lochleven, where the hydro-electric installation of the British 
A'uminium Co. will be visited. In the afternoon the steamer will 
continue its journey southwards and Jand the party at Oban, 
where the visit will end on Friday evening, June 10th. The 
journey to Fort William and thence to Oban will give an oppor- 
tunity of seeing the most magnifi:ent scenery of the Western 
Highlands. : 

The December, 1920, issue of the Institution Journal contains, 
inter alia, particulars regarding the Membership Advisory Com- 
mittee .for India, of which Mr. J. W. Meares (Simla) is chairman 
and Mr. C. C. T. Eastgate (Lahore) is secretary. It also contains 
a complete list of the members of the 12 Committees appointed by 
the Council for 1920-21, and of the representatives of the Institu- 
tion on other bodies. : 

NORTH-WESTERN CENTRE.—A meeting of the members of this 
Centre was held on February 22nd, Mr. Julius Frith presiding. 
Mr. E. A. Watson read his piper on Magnetos for Ignition Pur- 
poses in Internal Combustion Eogines," which he freely illustrated 
with lantern slides. In the discussion, the chairman, Prof. E. H. 
Crapper, Dr. Garrard, and Messra, G. A. Cheetham, J. W. Naylor, 
H. D. Symons, D. Paton, and Sills took part. 

WIRELESS SECTION.—A meeting of the Wireless Section will be 
held on Wednesday, March 16th, at 6 p.m., at the Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers, Storey's Gate, Westminster, S. W., when the 
following papers will be read and discussed: — On the Effect of 
Electron Emission on the Temperature of the Filament and Anode 


of a Thermionic Valve," by G. Stead, M.A. ; and On Some Thermionic f 


Tube Circuits for Relaying and Measuring," by Miss W. A. Leyshon 
and Dr. W. H. Eccles. 

LIVERPOOL SUB-CENTRE OF THE NORTH-WESTERN CENTBRE.— 
Mr. G. A. Juhlin read his paper on Temperature Limits of Large 
Alternators,” before the Liverpool Sub- Centre, on February 28th, In 
opening the discussion which followed, Mr. Hollingsworth welcomed 
the paper from the user's point of view, and thought that, in general, 
supply engineers were not adveree to the installation of tempera- 
ture detectore, as he was of opiaion that they had everything to 
gain. Also the general irstallation of detectors would aid both 
manufacturers and the users. . . 

Mr. Teago thought that the temperatures mentioned were not 
revolutionary, and suggested that the temperature should be 
measured on the end windings rather than in the core, since the 
end wiadings repre:ented the weakest spot. 

Dr. Marchant suggested an interesting device for determining 
the temperature with the aid of a pətentiometer. Mr. Malpas 
pointed out various difficuities ihat he had come in contact with, 
and a few questions were asked by Mr. Rettie ; finally Mr. Juhlin 
sui'ably replied. . 


National Association of Supervising Electricians, — On 
Wednesday next, -March 9th, there will be a discussion on 
Heat ing, Power, Lighting, and Cooking —Gas v. Electricity” ; 
Mr. F. W. Goodenougb, nominated by the British Commercial 
Gas Association, will present the case for gas, and Mr. W. A. 
Gil'ott, nominated by the British Electrical Development Associa- 
tion, will be the advocate of electricity. Mr. J. S. Highfield, 
president, will occupy the chair, and a lively discussion may ke 
anticipated. The address of the Hon. Secretary of the N.A.S.E. is 
83, Deodar Road, S. W. 15, and we have no doubt that he would be 
pleased to send tickets to electrical engineers who would like to 
hear the debate and who app'y to him for them. 


The Royal Soclety.—On February 17th a paper wai read by 
Dr. C. Ohree, F.R.S., on A Comparison of Magnetic Declination 
Changes at British Observatories.” Prof. H. M. Macdonald. F.R S., 


read a paper on The Transmission of Electric Waves Around the 
Earth's Surface.” 


Portsmouth Rotary Clnb.—On February 22nd, Captain W. H. 
Upton-Marshall R. E. (T.), M. I. E. E., M.I Mech. E., read a paper to 
the members of this club on How Electricity Helped to Run the 
War, and Its Future Possibilities as a Civilising Agent.“ Having 
broadly covered his subject, the speaker referred to the re- 
orga nisation of electricity supply. He passed some severe critic’sm 
on the Portsmouth Electricity Department, whose generating costs, 
he said, were double those of any other station of comparable size 
in this country. He sketched a supply scheme for Portsmouth and 
its env rons, suggesting the erection of a large generating station 
at Hilsea, which occupies a favourable position as regards coal and 
water supplies. ' 


Association of Mining Electrical Engineers. —At a meeting of 
thé West of Scotland branch of the Association, at Glasgow, on 
February 18th, Mr. F. Anslow presiding, a paper was read by Mr. 
S. Burns, of Newcastle, on “The Choice» of a Small Electric 
Winder. During the discussion which followed the reading of 
the paper, Mr. F. Anslow, the president, remarked that electric 
winding was now beyond the realms of speculation. That cleared 
the way for complete electrification, which was a matter of 
national importance, 


- 
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Society of Engineers (Incorporated).—At the meeting in the 
Apartmenta of the Geological Society, Burlington House, W. on 
Monday, March 7th, at 5.30 p.m., a paper will be read on Some 
Modern Engineering Practice in America,“ by Mr. Robert W. A. 
Brewer, A. M. Inst. C. E. The subjects dealt with will include the con- 
struction of large conorete-linel oil reservoirs, the manufacture of 
vacuum valve amplifisra for wireless telephony, and the Cottrell 
process of p:ecipitation of smoke and fames. l 


A New Wireless Society. —At a recent meeting held at the Wimbledon 
Technical Institute, at which Mr. H. Nutton, A.M.LE.E, presided, 
the formation of a wireless society for Wimbledon and distrist was 
decided upon. Mr. W. A. Harwood, Principal of the Institute, was 
elected president, and Me. W. G. Marshall, 48, Warren Road, 
Merton, 8.W., as the hon. secretary. Monthly meetings are to be 


held. and the first will take place to morrow, March 5th, when the 


President will deliver the opening address. 


Edinburgh Electrical Soclety.—At a meeting held on February 
25th, a paper on Telephone Troubles" was read by Mr. J 7 
McEwan Brown, of the Government telephone service. The paper 
advocated first a thorough knowledge of the principles and 
functions of telephonic apparatus, and then a systematic 
division of an installation with sections for fault tracing. The 
most common failures and the measures taken to cure them were 
described. An interesting discussion followed. | 
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OUR PHRSONAL COLUMN, 


The Editors invite electrical ongineers, whether connected with the 
technical or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also eleotrio tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements, 


At a conference of the district engineers of East Anglian Elec- 
tricity, Ltd, MR. A. E. ILIFFE, the district manager for the Waveney 
Valley, was presented with a s'lver cigarette case by the directors 
and staff, on the occasion of his resignation from the oompany to 
take up his duties in the Domestic Heating and Cooking Depart- 
ment of the Metropolitan-Vickera Electrical Co., Ltd. Mr. Napier 
Prentice made the presentation. 

Messrs. H. W. Smith & Co. (1920), Ltd., have engaged Mr. D. C. 
JEWELL, who was for a long time with Messrs, Bir W. Armstrong, 
Whitworth & Co., Ltd., at their Elwick Works, as their representa- 
tive for the North-Eastern Counties. 

Stepney Borough Council General Purposes, Staff, and Education 
Committre, having further considered the reference from the 
Electricity Committee that the salary of Ma. A. J. Squire, deputy 
(commercial) manager bs increased to that paid to Mr. Young, the 
resident electrical manager (excluding the value of Mr. Young's 
emoluments), entirely concura inthe recommendation. Mr. Young's 
present salary is at the rate of £777 per annum. 

Chesterfield Town Council has iacreased the salary of Mr. W. A. 
TorIN, general assistant engireer in the electricity and tramways 
department, to £547 & year, without prejudice under the Civil 
Service awards. 

Sig Ernest V. HILEY bas resigned the chairmanship of the 
Metropolitan Carriage, Wagon, and Finance Co. He still retains 
his position as a director of the company, and his resignation as 
chairman has nothing whatever to do with Messrs. Vickers, Ltd. 
It is stated to he purely a domestic arrangement in the management 
of the Metropolitan Co. 

Mr. LiNcoLN CHANDLER has been re-appointed managing 
director of the Metropolitan Co, a position which he relinquished 
12 months ago. ] 

Mr. H. E. Mortimer has resigned his position as contracts 
engineer with Messrs. Edmundson's Electricity Corporation, Ltd., 
and has joined the Board of Messrs, Barter & Caunter, Ltd., 
819, Tottenham Court Road, W. 1. ; l ; 

PROF. WILLIAM A. Bong, F.R S., Professor of Chemical Tech- 
nology at the Imperial College of Science and Technology, South 
Kensington, underwent a serious operation last week, and is at 
present passing through a critical period of recovery. .He has. 
cancelled all his engagements. " 

Sir JohN MowasH has been appointed chairman of the Elec- 
tricity Commissioners, under the Australian State Electricity 
Commission Act, at £3,000 per annum, for s:ven years. The other 
Commissioners are :—Prof: T. R. Lyle, Mr. G. Swinburne, and Sir 
Robert Gibson, for seven yeara, at £500 per annum each. DE 


Obituary. — MR. C. SUBMAN.— We regret to record the death of 
Mr. Charles Surman, who up to his retirement was chief super- 
intendent-of telegraphs at the Liverpoo! Genera! Post Office. - 

MR G. R. Peers.—We learn that the death of Mr. G. R. Peers, 
which we announced a fortnight ayo, occurred suddenly from 
heart-failure in Oxford Street. The deceased gentleman was aathor 
of a book Electricity made Plain.“ Lx 

Mk. R. M. REID.—The death occurred on February 20th, of Mr. 
Robert Moffat Reid, of the firm of Reid & Co., electricians, of Ayr. . 
He was 74 yeara of age. 


Will.—Heferring to the will of the late DR. C. A. MERCIER, of 
Bournemouth, The Times states that in drawing. up. hia will Dr. 
Mercier believed that considerable sums might accrue to him or to 
his estate after his death from his share in the Wolfryn 
process" for the electrification of seeds for wheat growing. His. 
estate is now valued for probate at & 1,899. "e | 
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NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 
Luminor Signs (British), Ltd. (173,363).— Private Son 


pany. Registered February 25th. Capital, £10,000 in £l shares. To adopt 
4n agreement with E. Bertron, and to carry on the business of advertising 
agents and contractors, manufacturers of displayed signs, letters or designs, 
or the exhibiting, lighting or movement thereof. The first directors are: A. J. 
Henderson, Henwick, Ray Park Avenue, Maidenhead; Licut.-Com. H. H. 
Patham, R.N. (retd.), 54, Beaufort Mansions, S.W.3; D. A. Edwards, North- 
«ote House, Minster Road, N.W. (director Kendal Mills & Co., Lid.) Regis- 
tered office: 128, Jermyn Street, S.W.1. : 


Three Star Accumulators, Ltd. (173,237).— Private com- 
pany. Registered February 22nd. Capital, £3,000 in 108. shares. To carry on 
the business of mechanical and electrical engineers, manufacturers of batteries, 
cells, accumulators, electrical and magnetic machinery, &c. The subscribers 
teach with one share) are: ; 
W. G. Saville, 8, Serjeant's Inn, E.C.4, clerk. P. Abrahams signs as 
director.“ Registered office: 54, Redcross Street, E.C. 2. 


J. B. Midgley, Ltd. (173,285) — Private company. Re- 
gistered February 22nd. Capital, £500 in £1 shares. To carry on the busi- 
ness of electricians, electrical and mechanical engineers, manufacturers and 
workers of and dealers in electricity, &c. The first directors are: J. B. 
Midgley, 205, Hampton Road, Twickenham, S. W.; J. J. Tanner, 205, Hampton 
Road, Twickenham, S.W.; F. Johnson, 207, Hampton Road, Twickenham, 
F. W.; P. E. Gallogher, 207, Hampton Road, Twickenham, S.W. Secretary : 
P. E. Gallogher, Registered office’: 26, Caledonian Road, Ring's Cross, N. 1. 


t. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES, 


Wigan Electro-Metalfurgical Works, Ltd.—Particulars of 
£1.500 debentures authorised February Ist, IRI; whole amount issued; 
charged on company’s undertaking and property, including uncalled capital. 


Glantawe Electric Supply Co., Ltd. (112,615).—Capital, 


£15,000 in £10 shares. Return dated September 231d, 12920, All shares taken 
up and fully paid in cash. Morgages and charges: Nil. 


CITY NOTES. 


The . In their report for 1920 the directors 

Underground give the following particulars relating to 

Electric Railways the associated operating companies. The 

Co. of London dividends, &c., of the various companies 
„ T Ltd. have .already been announced. 

1920 + or — 
. 1,486,559,772 = +110,243,599 
175,735,418 + 19,203,525 


Total passenyers carried 
Total car and omnibus miles 


Gross carnings of the Railway, 
Tramway, and Omnibus Com- 


panies associated with the £ £ 
undertaking he sot . 14,344,707 + 2, 440.077 
Expenses, including interest, ren- 
tals and other fixed churges and 
reserves for contingencies and 
renewals a: i 14,131,370 + 2,524,933 
713,337 — 84.856 
Balances brought forward from last 
year's accounts : à 138,518 — 13.052 
Balance, being amount available for 
Dividends aud Further Reserves £551,550 — 97.908 


The report states that delivery of the 140 additional cars 
which were ordered last year by the Metropolitan District 
and the London Electric Railway Companies has been com- 
menced, and the cars are being put into service. Seventy out 
of the 72 cars constituting the London Electric and. London 
and North-Western Railway Companies’ joint rolling stock 
for the service to Wattord have also been delivered and are 
being put into service. The electrification of the Ealing and 
Shepherd's Bush line of the Great Western Railway was com- 
pleted during the year, and the trains of the Central London 
Railway commenced running into Ealing Broadway on August 
srd, 1929. The Metropolitan Electric and London United 
Tramway Compames have reconstructed further portions of 
their permanent way, and the former company has established 
add§tional through running over the tramways of the London 
County Council to Liverpool Street and Bloomsbury. 

The company's issue of 5 per cent. three year secured notes 
matured during the year. A new issue of £700,000 6 per cent. 
three year secured notes, was made on March 20th. 1920, and 
the maturing notes were paid off accordingly. Referring to the 
increased fares introduced during the year, the report says that 
the effects of the increases, and of the cancellation on the date 
on which they were put into operation of the financial ar- 
rangements which had existed between the Government and 
the Metropolitan District Railway Co. during the war, were 
feit only during the last three months of the year under 
review, whilst increased working expenses prevailed through- 
out the year. The directors of the operating companies report 
that further experience of the result of the new fures is neces- 
sary before it will be possible to say definitely whether they 
will be sufficient te provide for working expenses, efficiently 
maintaining and renewing the various undertakings, and a 
reasonable return on the capital of the companies, but that, 


J. Latey, 8, Serjeant’s Inn, E.C.4, solicitor; ` 


more money. 


so far, the results are up to their expectations. Some of the 
operating companies require additional capital for improve- 
ments and additions, und the improved financial position 
Which it is hoped will result from the new fares should make 
it possible fur them to ruise the money required for these 
purposes when a favourable opportunity occurs. To ensure 
the better working of the undertakings, the directors of the 
operating companies have completed and brought into being 
a scheme of reorganisation of the administrative staff. Under 
this scheme Mr. H. E. Blain, C. B. E., and Mr. Frank Pick 
have been appointed assistant managing directors to the seve- 
ral operating companies, and Mr. Z. E. Knapp has been 
appointed director of construction to the four railway com- 
panies. These gentlemen have for a number of years been 
associated with the management of these undertakings. 
Various consequential changes have been effected, all of 
Which will be to the advantage of the companies concerned, 
and should result jn the more successful operation of the 
several undertakings. . pE res 

The Hon. A. H. Holland-Hibbert pre- 
sided at the meeting of the North London 
dailway Co. on February 14th. In moving 
the adoption of the report and accounts, 
he said that the line had held its own, despite competition. 
They had carried 5,000,000 more passengers, and as a result 
of increased fares and more passengers they had taken £61,500 
That was most encouraging when they com- 
pared the position with the black years from 1902 to 1908, 
when they were faced with a daily falling off in traffic. In 
& great measure the change was due to the electrifying of 
the line, which provided a quicker and more attractive service. 
They were able to declare the same total dividend as last 
year, were putting £10,000 to the general reserve, bringing 
that up to £155,000, and were carrying forward £14,500, as 
compared with £13,000. With regard to the future, anyone 
who had been misguided enough to think that when Govern- 
ient control was over the path of the railways would be 
smooth had been rudely undeceived.—Financial Times. 


At the annual meeting Mr. F. H. 
Thornton, who presided, said that the work- 


North London 
Railway Co. 


Northampton 
Electric Light ing of the new generating station in the 
and Power firs& complete financial year had resulted 
Co., Ltd. in a saving of no less than 10,700 tons of 
coal, as compared with the old generating 
station. In view of the demand for electricity, particularly 


when they were able to extend to Wellingborough and Rush- 
den, they had decided that it would be necessary to double 
the capacity of the Hardingstone generating station. The 
revenue from the sale of energy had increased by £22,171. 
partly due to a 16 per cent. increase in supplies and partiy to 
the increase in tariff. Referring to the proposed extensions 
to Wellingborough and Rushden, Mr. Thornton said that in 
February last, at the suggestion of the Electricity Commis- 
sioners, they reopened the original application. for powers 
to supply in Wellingborough and Rushden under the Electric 
Lighting Act, and they arranged for a meeting between the 
representatives of the company and those of the Northampton- 
shire County Council in London in May last, at which both 
sides were heard, but owing to the continued and persistent 
opposition of the County Council, when the Commissioners 
gave their decision later in the year, it was to the effect that 
it would be necessary for the company to make a fresh ap- 
plication under the new Electricity (Supply) Act, 1919, which 
gave the Commissioners much greater power to deal with cases 
of this kind. The application was now proceeding, but it 
was & much more lengthy process than under the 1909 Act. 


The report for 1920 shows that the gross 
earnings of the West End undertakings 
were £311,045, against £265,856 in 1919, 
and the expenses, excluding depreciation. 
were £208,214, against £167,242. The net 
earnings were £102,830, against £98,614. 
Including 48.002 brought forward and interest accrued for 
1920 £6,387, the total available is £117,220. Debenture in- 
terest requires £17,829; to depreciation £22,000; preference 
dividend £18,000; 8 per cent. on the ordinary shares £32,000; 
to general reserve (income) account £15,000; carried forward 
£12,391. Connections to West End mains equivalent of 
823.251 (30 watt) lamps (lighting 479,612, heating 94,786, 
motive power 248,853 (10,007 h. p.). | " 

The gross earnings of the City undertaking were £418,746, 
against £331,323 for 1919; expenses £355,062, against £273,722; 
net earnings £63,655, against 457,601. Including £7,218 
brought forward there is £70,902 available. Interest on de- 
benture stock, 64 per cent. five-veur secured notes, loans, and 
advances £38,411; preference dividend £18,000; £10,000 to 
general reserve; £4,491 carried forward. Connections to City 
mains equivalent of 913,259 (30 watt) lamps (lighting 347,156, 
heating 151.003; motive power 413,100 (16,603 h.p.)).. 

The directors in the early part of the year 1920 decided to 
carry out certain alterations and improvements at the Bow 
Station, and for this purpose issued £250,000—64 per cent. 
notes, repayable in five years, upon reasonably satisfactory 
terms. These notes were secured by the issue. to the trustees 
for the note-holders of debenture stocks of the two undertak- 
ings. The issue of these debenture stocks has, made it advis- 
able to ask the company for. further. borrowing: powers. The 
new Electricity (Supply) (No. 2) Bill appears to need amend- 


Charing Cross, 

West End and 
City Electricity 
Supply Co., Ltd. 
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ment in certain particulars in the interests of existing under- 
takers. 

The Electricity Commissioners, acting under the Electricity (Supply) Act, 
1919, have provisionally determined a London District, and have asked for 
schemes for the establishment of an Electricity Authority for the district. 

The leading London companies, acting in association with the London 
County Council and the Conierence of Local Authorities, have in preparation 
a technical scheme which they hope to submit for consideration by the Com- 
missioners. 

The extremely important administrative and financial conditions which should 
govern the creation and powers of a Joint Electricity Authority are at present 
having the careful consideration of the companies in view especially of the 
necessity of safeguarding the interests of their shareholders. 

It is hoped that the scheme ultimately put forward will be such as to 
secure the best use of existing resources and experience, with the object of 
producing and selling electricity as widely and as cheaply as possible. 

West End: Units generated, 1,469,011; bought, 18,235,363. 
Total sold, 14,563,403. | 
City: Units generated, 46,501,930; sold, 38,357,680. 

Meeting : March 10th. 


At the annual meeting, held on February 


Liverpool 22nd, Mr. H. C. Woodward, who presided, 
Overhead said that Government control of the rail- 
Railway Co. way, unless Parliament decided otherwise, 


would expire on August 15th next. The 
passengers carried during 1920 totalled 21,020,839, a decrease 
of 1,419,264. Part of the decrease in tratlic was doubtless due 
to the increase in fares, and it was also due to the depression 
in trade and to the shipwrights’ strike, which caused many 
ships to be diverted to other ports for repairs and recon- 
ditioning. 
ping unemployed, the traffic on the overhead railway still 
declined. ‘The renewal funds now amounted to £66,007, 
against £66,236. The reason for so sinall a net increase was 
that 11,145 yards of new rails had been laid during the past 
year, and the cost of the new rails, as in previous years, bad 
been charged to that fund. The necessity for a slight reduc- 
tion in the dividend was brought about by the high cost of 
rails and other materials, and it was imperative in the future 
interests of the company to keep up the renewal fund. The 
accounts showed ab increase in the expenditure on the railway 
and tramway of £50,590, which was due to the much higher 
cost of coal und stures, and the enhanced wages of the ein- 
ployés. So long as Government control existed they were 
guaranteed the same net Income as in 1913, and therefore 
felt entitled to distribute the sanie dividends as in that year. 
But they were given to understand that from August 15th 
next the Government proposed to relinquish their grasp, or at 
all events to effect some new arrangements as to grouping 
adjacent lines, although they had no details nor ideas as to 
how it might affect their company. It was useless to attempt 
to prophesy, but he thought 1t right to point out to the share- 
holders that such a change amounted to a crisis in their 
affairs, and that unless they could inake a very satisfactory 
settlement with the Government or some other powerful 
body, they could not guarantee future dividends even on the 
recent modest scale. They had all noticed the keen criticism 
of the excess profits duty, yet there was at the same time 
in some newspapers a suggestion that the railways made too 
good a bargain with the Government on the outbreak of the 
war; these critics appeared to ignore the fact that, instead 
of taking 40, 60, or 80 per cent. of the excess receipts of rail- 
ways during the war, and subsequently, the Government 
took the whole of the excess, and that, while they invited 
the railways to increase their fares, thev, at the same time, 
increased their wages bills fourfold. The extra receipts during 
the war would have created reserves to meet betterments. 
then impossible to effect, owing to the scarcity of labour and 
material but now badly needed by every railway in the 
Kingdom. At the same time. he did not want to appear too 
pessimistic as regarded their own railway. It was now such 
an integral and necessary part of the dock traffic arrange- 
ments that he felt some plans must be devised to ensure its 
continuance, and, he hoped. its ultimate prosperity. 


The ordinary general meeting of the 


! South company was held on February Brd. Mr. 
` Metropolitan Henry St. John Winkworth (the chairman) 
Electric Light said the accounts for the past year showed 
and Power that substantial progress had been made. 
Co., Ltd. Not only had the growth of the business 


been well maintained, but the abnormal 
cost of fuel and the high rate of wages ruling had been met, 
with a balance on the right side. The company had difficulty 
at the power house during the greater part of the year, due 
to repair work being delayed by labour troubles, which in- 
creased the working costs. The result, however, was satisfac- 
tory. The total horse power connected at the end of the 
vear was 30,726, as compared with 28.596 at the end of the 
previous year. Five hundred and thirty-nine new services, 
representing 56,553 35-watt lamps, were connected during the 
vear, compared with 522 services and 59.410 lamps last year. 
The total number of consumers connected to the company’s 
system at December 31st was 8.001. The number of units 
sold was 17.643.122, as compared with 15,642.716 in the pre- 
vious vear, representing an increase of just over two millions, 
and the average price obtained from all classes of supnlv 
increased from 9.39d. to 2.55d. per unit. Only a small addi- 
tion in the price was charged to the consumer, the higher 
cost of production being gubstantiallv covered by the increased 
output apd a better load factor. The business of the West 
Kent Co. showed a satisfactory. improvement, and a dividend 


The depression still existed, and with much ship-: 


of 10 per cenf. on the ordinary shares had been declared. A 
sum of £8,000 had been placed to the reserve account and 
£1,742 carried forward to this year. The West Kent Co. made 
application to the Board of Trade for its approval of the 
freehold site on the Lower Thames acquired for the erection 


' of a large up-to-date power house, as referred to at the 


meeting in 1918. The statutory requirements were complied 
with, and the one and only objector satisfied. The Electricity 
Commissioners, to whom the application was subsequently 
referred, however, decided to postpone consideration until after 
the scheme or schemes asked for had been received. This 
delay was most regrettable, as it had prevented the company 
from concluding negotiations for important business which 
could only be dealt with on comprehensive lines. It was 
difficult to forecast the prospects of the business for the 
current year; much depended upon labour settling down and 
manufacturers finding a market for their productions. While 
it was probable there would be trade depression, there was 
reason to hope that this would be only of short duration, and 
that the works and factories within the company's area would 
soon resume their activities. A number of substantial new 
connections had been made during the past year, and it was 
anticipated that the receipts from these would enable the 
company to continue to make further progress during the 
current year.—l'inancial Times. 


The ordinary general meeting of share- 


St. James’ & holders was held on February 22nd. Mr. 


Pall Mall Walter Leaf (Chairman), who presided, said 
Electric Light that the company's statistics showed a satis- 
Co., Ltd. factory growth alike in connections, which 


had increased by 1,002 kW, or over 5 per 
cent., and output, which had grown from a little over 12 mil- 
lion units to 134 millions, or nearly 11 per cent. The company 
had found itself able to allow an all-round discount of 5 per 
cent. on accounts for the first three quarters of 1920 tc 
customers paying standard rates, which was equivalent to 
returning to them an amount considerably in excess of the 
extra dividend. Unfortunately the situation at the present 
moment was not so clear as could be wished, and they had 
found it necessary to withdraw the discount, at least for a 
time; they had also taken the opportunity to consolidate in a 
fresh tariff the various additions that had been made. The 
increase in charge was hardly more than nominal, and the 
highest price charged was still below the maximum allowed by 
their order. There was a large increase in the sum advanced 
to the Central Company. Last year it stood at £55,000; this 
year it was no less than £112,000. Regarding the large exten- 
sions to the Grove Road Station, there had been further serious 
delay in the completion of the first of the two 10,000-kW sets 
on order, but it was now in course of erection, and would be 
completed within the next few months. In consequence of 
this delay the available plant at Grove Road, together with the 
steam plant in the stations of the St. James' and Westminster 
Companies, was only just sufficient to meet the demand, which, 
however, throughout the winter was carried on without dis- 
turbance or breakdown. Good progress had been made in the 
marufacture of the second 10.000-kW set and the additional 
boilers, and this plant should be completed in time for next 
winter's load. The reorganisation of Carnaby Street Station 
had been proceeded with, but had been delayed by the non- 
completion of the new plant at Grove Road. Motor converting 
plant of the latest type, of 1.000-kW capacity, had, however. 
already been installed, and the remainder of the necessary 
machinery had been manufactured and would be brought into 
eomimission during the coming summer. There was consider- 
able ditliculty in the early part of the year in securing adequate 
supplies of coal, and reserve stock fell to a very low point. 
Arrangements were made accordingly to control a certain num- 
ber of wagons for the last nine months of the year, which 
ensured full supplies of coal of &he right quality, so that stocks 
were built up to a satisfactory figure and covered the short- 
age. due to the miners’ strike, in October last, without diff- 
culty. The policy of the Central Company had been to keep 
its station absolutely up to date, and for this purpose it 
had not hesitated to authorise these extensions alike in build- 
ings and plant, involving from first to last a capital outlay of 
some £300,000. The work had been carried out with the ex- 
press sanction of the Electricity Commissioners, and, though 
this sanction did not import any legal guarantee, it seemed 
virtuallv to indicate the intention that if, as seemed probable, 
the generation of electricity in London was taken over as a 
publie service under a Joint Electricity Authority. the works 
which had been thus sanctioned would be fully utilised in the 
future supply of London. 

Under these circumstances, the Board of the Central Com- 
panv had no anxietv as to obtaining the full return of the 
capital so laid out. But the financing of the expenditure dur- 
ing the period of transition was a difficult problem. The board 
of the Central Company had decided. with the co-operation of 
the boards of the parent companies. to make an issue of short- 
term notes, which would be placed on the market as soon as 
the moment seemed favourable. The notes would be secured 
the joint and several guarantees of the parent companies, as 
well as by a charge on the Grove Road properties, subject to 
the existing mortgage, and would form a security of the highest 
class. The company bad not the least doubt that, in a com- 
paratively short time. it would be able to recoup itself by the 
increased efficiency of the new plant.—The Times. 
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The ordinary general meeting of share- 


London Electric holders was held on February 21st. Mr. 
Supply Robert H. Benson (chairman), in the 
Corporation, course of his speech, said that the com- 


td. . pany was on the road to surmounting the 
losses of the war, and that there was a 
fair chance of resuming from the point where they lett olf 
at the end of 1914, subject only to political conditions, namely, 
a final settlement by Parliament of the future of the industry 
and the restoration of its credit on the basis contemplated in 
Clauses 1 and 13 of the latest Electricity Supply (No. 2) Bill; 
in other words, that producers of electrical power be authorised 
to borrow money and get such return for their product as 
would make them certain of being able to repay the money 
borrowed. In these clauses might be discerned the first sign 
of recognition of the part of the legislative mind of the rock 
upon which the electrical industry had come near to splitting, 
namely, inability to borrow money for capital purposes. An 
engineering scheme was being prepared by four engineers 
(of whom the company's inanaging director and chief en- 
gineer was one), representing the supply companies, the local 
authorities, and the London County Council. It, therefore, 
semed probable that, as all three bodies were working 
together, a harmonious scheme, so far as engineering was 
concerned, would be put before the Commissioners, and this 
was a most important point. Besides the engineering scheme 
for the whole of the area of Greater london, the difficult 
question. of administration by a Joint Electricity Authority 
was having the careful consideration of the directors, along 
with those of other supply companies.—The Times. 


Capital expenditure increased by £72,409 


Metropolitan during 1920. Gross revenue was £516,504, 
Electric Supply an increase of £103,535. Working expenses 
Co., Ltd. £318,038, an Increase of 476,015. 490, 000 


has been put to depreciation and reserve 
account, which now stands at £615,000. Amount carried to 
net revenue account £107,956, plus amount brought forward 
and interest on investments, making £130,558. After paying 
debenture interest, and preference dividend, a total of 7 per 
cent. is paid on the ordinary shares, leaving £4,514 to be 
carried forward. New connections 3,374 kW, making 49,800 
kW. Owing to the continued increase in demand, particularly 
in the western area of supply, contracts have been placed for 
an increased plant capacity at Willesden of 90,000 kW, and 
for trunk mains to link up with the generating station at 
Uxbridge, where further plant has already been installed. 
The Electricity Commissioners have provisionally determined 
a London District, and have asked for schemes for the estab- 
lishment of an Electricity Authority for the district. The 
leading London ccmpanies, acting in association with the 
L.C.C. and the Conference of Local Authorities, have in pre- 
paration a technical scheme which they hope to submit for 
consideration. by the Commissioners. e extremely impor- 
tant administrative and financial conditions which should 
govern the creation and powers of a Joint Electricity Autho- 
rity are at present having the careful consideration of the 
companies, in view, especially, of the necessity of safeguard- 
ing the interests of their shareholders. It is hoped that the 
scheme ultimately put forward will be such as to secure the 
best use of existing resources and experience, with the object 
of producing and selling electricity as widely and as cheaply 
as possible. The death has occurred of Mr. J. Carr Saunders, 
who was a director for 21 years. It 1s not proposed to fill this 
vacancy at present. 
. Meeting : March 8th. 


France.—The following companies have increased their 
capital: Société Electrique de Montjoie, from 310,000 to 500,000 
fr.; the Station Electrique de Millerx, from 2,900,000 to 
5.000.000 fr.; the Electro-Entreprise, to 5.000.000 fr.; and the 
Société d'Etudes Techniques et d'Entreprises Industrielles, 
frorn 500, 000 to 1,000,000 fr. 


Bruce Peebles & Co., Ltd.—At an extraordinary meeting 
to-day, it is to be proposed to alter the articles to allow the 
new shares to be issued carrying dividend as from January 
Ist last, so that they may be in precisely the same position 
as the existing ordinary shares. 


Brompton & Kensington Electricity Supply Co., Ltd.— 
Final dividend on the ordinary shares at the rate of 15 per 
cent. per annum, making 12 per cent. for the year, less 
tax. Forward, £1,639. 


Canadian General Electric Co.—Dividends at the rate of 
7 per cent. per annum on the preference stock for the half- 
year ending at March, and a quarterly dividend of 2 per 
cent. on the common stock. 


Lancashire United Tramways Co.—The report shows 
that the receipts increased by 450,888 and the expenditure 
by £60,682 during 1920. Profit £50,852. After deducting in- 
terest on prior lien debenture stock and expenses, the full 
interest of 5 per cent., less tax, is to be paid on the second 
mortgage debenture stock for 1920, and £2,416 remains to be 


carried to depreciation. 


Oxford Electric Co., Ltd.—Dividend at the rate of 5 per 
cent. per annum on the ordinary share capital. 


The A.E.G.—The board of the Allgemeine Elektrizi- 
tats Gesellschaft bas decided, subject to the approval 
of a sharebolders' meeting to be held on March 15th, 


to double the company's share capital by raising it 
from 300 million to 600 million marks. This is to be 


effected by the issue of 50 million marks in ordinary 
shares and 250 million marks in preference shares. Out 
of the 50 millions in ordinary shares 30 millions will be 
devoted to carrying through the fusion of interests with the. 
Linke-Hoffmann-Werke Aktiengesellschaft, and the directors 
state that the sum represented by the preference shares is 
required for the purpose of covering necessities arising out of 
the Linke-Hoffinann transaction, and of increasing the work- 
ing capital, especially with a view to improving the company's 
foreign business. The new preference shares will bear a 
9 per cent. cumulative dividend, together with a supplementary 
dividend of à per cent. for every 1 per cent. dividend over 
10 per cent, paid on the ordinary shares. They will be re- 
deemable by the company at any time after 1924 at the rate 
of a per cent.—IHeuter's Trade Service (Berlin, February 
2nd). 


Companies to be Struck off the Register.—The following 
are to be struck off the register within three months unless 
cause is shown to the contrary :— 

Bourne End Electric Installation Co., Ltd. 

Cold Light (Dussaud Processes), Ltd. 

Indian Railless Traction, Ltd. 

International Electrie Railways & Water Power Syndicate, 


` Ltd. 


International Rotary Motors, Ltd. 
Northern Power Syndicate. 
Premier Electric & Hardware Co.. Ltd. 


The Swedish Allmanna Co.—The net profits of the All- 
männa Svenska Elektriska A.B. for 1920 amount to 4.000.000 
kr.. and the surplus available for disposal. including the 
balance forward, reaches 4.837.000 kr.. permitting of the 
payment of a dividend at the rate of 6 per cent. In 1919, 
when the net profits were 8,029,000 kr. and the total surplus 
8,313,090 kr., the directors recommended a dividend at the 
rate of 10 per cent., but at the general meeting the rate was 
increased to 12 per cent. by the appropriation of 1,500,000 kr. 
from the profits eaualisation fund. 


Newcastle and District Electric Lighting Co., Ltd.— Net 
profit for 1920, after charging interest on debentures and 
loans, &c., allowing £16,000 for depreciation. putting £16,000 
to general reserve, is £11,104, plus £13,263 brought forward. 
A dividend at the rate of 5 per cent. (less income tax) requires 
£10,412, and £13,955 is to be carried forward. Second mort- 
gage debentures amounting to £5,160 redeemed during the 
year. Many new consumers have been connected and con- 
siderable extensions to existing installations made. £23,065 
was expended on capital account during the year. 


Bournemouth & Poole Electricity Supply Co., Ltd.—Capi- 
tal expended during 1920 £31,514. "Total amount available, 
including £4,628 brought forward, £47,104. Debenture and . 
loan interest 49.659; other interest £2,396; written off pre- 
liminary expenses £500; to reserve for depreciation £12,000. 
Preference dividends 44 per cent. and 6 per cent.; ordinary 
dividend 6 per cent. for the year, less tax. £6,536 carried 
forward. Lord Erskine has been appointed a director in place 
of the late Mr. F. E. Savory. Total applications during 1420 
16,233 kW, an increase of 1,912 kW. Units sold 6,195,302. 


River Plate Electricity Co.—According to the“ Financial 
Times," the 122.440 ordinary shares of £1 each which were 
issued to the shareholders in May last have now been con- 
verted into ordinary stock, ranking for dividend as from 
January Ist, 1920, and in all other respects pari passu with 
the existing ordinary stock. The greater part of the com- 
pany's claim against the German Transoceanic Electric Co. 
(of Berlin) for arrears of interest and amortisation on the 
9 per cent. obligations of that company was received through 
the Clearing House for Enemy Debts on February 16th. 


Rushden & District Supply Co., Ltd.—At the annual meet- 
ing, Mr. Thornton said it was hoped shortly to obtain a bulk 
supply from the Northampton Co., and it would undoubtedly 
be the most satisfactory way of supplying the demands in the 
Rushden area for power and light. To generate it themselves 
would only involve charging a higher rate to the public. The 
company Was anxious to carry the supply to Irthlingborough 
at the earliest possible moment. 


Mackay Companies.—Income from investments for vear 
to February Ist. 1921, $4,868,088; dividends absorbed, 
$4,230,336 ; operating expense, including Federal income-tax, 
transfer agents. registrars, auditors’ and trustees’ compensa- 
tion, office rent, salaries, stationery, engraving of certificates, 
&c., $535,400; carrying forward $108,201.—Financtal Times. 


Stock Exchange Notices.—The Committee has ordered 
the underinentioned to be officially quoted = : 
American Telephone & Telegraph Co.—$61,248,500 capital 


stock. 
River Plate Electricity Co.—4£122,440 ordinary stock. 
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Shanghai Electric Construction Co.—The directors pro- 
pose to capitalise £80,000 of the reserve account, and to dis- 
tribute that sum among the shareholders in the form of £10 
shares in proportion to their holdings or one share for each 
four held. The capital is now £320,000, in £10 shares, and 
the proposed issue will bring it up to £400,000.— Financial 
Timcs. 


Northallerton Electric Light & Power Co., Ltd.—At the 
annual meeting on February ‘Brd, the report adopted showed a 
net profit of £714, against £400 in 1919. Dividend à per cent. 
on the preference shares, and IS. per ordinary share, both 
less tax. 


National Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Dividend on the 
ordinary shares 6s. 6d., 5 9s. per share for the year. 
£5,000 to depreciation reserve, 43.000 to reserve, and £1,367 
carried. forward. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


TUESDAY EVENING. 

OnE week is very like another in the Stock Exchange these 
times. Excitement has died down. The speculative spirit is 
profoundly dormant, if not entirely dead. There is still a 
good deal of money available; money which goes principally 
into the War Loan and other gilt-edged securities when it 
comes to the Stock Exchange at all. Nevertheless, industrials 
of the better sort command a certain amount of interest. Our 
lists during the past fortnight have shown a revival of demand 
for electricity supply shares, due to the manner in which divi- 
dends are being increased, and further improvements occur in 
the current list. Jobbers in the market tind that brokers are 
beginning to ask what electricity supply shares are available. 
The report of the Metropolitan Electric Company is well worth 
reading. if only from its allusions to the matter of the Elec- 
tricity Authority which is to be set up in London. As against 
the improvements in supply shares, further falls have occurred 
in certain of the manufacturing companies’ issues. Optimists 
argue that E.P.D., now that there is the certainty of the tax 
coming otf before long, constitutes a valuable reserve of the 
“ secret " order, but this is not much immediate consolation 
to people who want dividends and who see the prospect of 
such payments being removed out of their reach by crushing 
taxation, coupled with the slump in trade. 

The principal feature in the financial world is the way in 
which Home Railway stocks have been slumping by reason of 
the fears that, upon the companies being handed oack to their 
owners next August, the former will not be able to maintain 
their existing rate of dividends. It was hinted plainly enough 
at some of the recent meetings that the railways might not 
even be able to meet their fixed charges. There is an enor- 
mous body of railway proprietary throughout the country, 
composed of classes of people mainly inarticulate. Two asso- 
clations exist for the protection of railway stockholders’ in- 
: terests, and one of them, the Scottish group, develops a good 
deal of energy. But the English association cannot be 
described as a power in the land, although at the present time 
efforts are being made, partly through its agency, to awaken 
the country to 4 sense of the unfair treatment which appar- 
ently railway stockholders are to suffer. The Undergrounds 
are not nearly so much affected as the steam lines, but their 
prior-charge stocks have fallen considerably with the rest, and 
it is interesting to observe what yield is offered by the leading 
stocks at to-day’s prices :— 


DEBENTURE Stocks, PRYFERENCE STOCKS. 


Yield Yield. 

Price. £ s. d Price, £s. d. 

Cent. Lon. 4% ix 57 619 2 Cent. Lon. di" .. US: 7 13 10 

City and S. L. 43 523 7 12 5 City & S. L. 5% 1891 it 9 8 6 

Met. 33 æ "a 53 6 10 10 Lon. Elec. 4 % i 47 810 23 

District 6 . T 81 7 7 8 Met. B ‘x, " ve 419 8 8 8 

do. 4'5Spl .. 57 6 19 2 District 44 e 12 9 7 6 
do. 4%.. y 53 7 9 7 


The District preference depends for its dividends upon the 
income each half-year. Amongst Underground Electric Rail- 
way's stocks, the 43 per cent. bonds of 1933 stand at 90, pay- 
ing ö per cent. on the money, while the 6 per cent. first cumu- 
lative income debenture stock is quoted 754. All these deben- 
ture and preference issues were recently ex dividend. 

The list of home electricity supplv shares makes pleasant 
reading this week. Pleasanter, indeed, than has been the case 
for a long time past. ‘The market is one of the very few in 
the Stock Exchange where firmness is exhibited. Advances 
have occurred in City of London, County ordinary and prefer- 
ence, Kensingtons, Metropolitans and South Metropolitan pre- 
ference, while several prices are ex dividend without showing 
any quotabie alteratiuas on account of the deductions. 

We understand that in certain cases some of the companies 
are about to arm themselves with power to issue more capital, 
and it would not be surprising if, within the space of the next 
few weeks, some of the important concerns appeared in the 
market asking for more money. In spite of the badness of 
the times, newcomers make their appeals with persistency, 
and this week the Armstrong-Whitworth company, amongst 
others, i8 about to offer fresh shares. These will be 34 million 
9 per cent. second preference shares at the par price of 20s. 


Armament shares, incidentally, are heavy, owing to the un- 
expected jump which has just been announced in the price of 
coal. Although this may not affect the price of fuel for manu- 
facturing purposes, the step has certainly aroused fresh uneasi- 
ness In the minds of shareholders in such concerns. 

Manufacturing descriptions are mostly dull. Babcock & 
Wilcox gave way to 23. Electric Constructions are down to 
158. 9d., Henley's eased off to 13. Nor are other prices so 
firin as they look in every case. There is no little apprelien- 
sion felt with regard to maintenance of dividends even by the 
first-class companies. Brush ordinary shares have fallen to 
12s. 6d., Metropolitan-Vickers ordinary gave way to 17s., and 
the 4 per cent. debentures to 50}. 

Marconi's flattened out to 14, a fall of 5s. on the week. 
Marconi Marines at 1 1/16 and Marconi preference at 33s. 9d. 
are both easier. Otherwise the cable group is firm, with rises 
of 5s. each in Eastern Extensions and Globe ordinary, taking 
the prices to 153. Eastern ordinary hardened to 1614, and in 
Anglo-Americans there is no change. 

The foreign group is inclined to give way, Brazil Tractions 
going back to 374 and Mexico Tramway à per cent. bonds to 
39, the latter being 14 down. British Columbia stocks are left 
as they were. Rubber shares are depressed, in consequence of 
the raw material showing no indication of improvement. 
Stock Exchange markets lack encouragement from buyers. 
Nothing can better illustrate the present state of affairs than 
mention of the fact that this time a year ago a nomination to 
Stock Exchange membership cost £650, whereas to-day it 18 
possible to buy a nomination for £50, or less. 


SHARE LIST OF ELEOTRIOAL OOMPANIES, 


Home ELBOTRICITY COMPANINS. 


Dividend Prioe 

— — March 1, Tield 

1919. 1920. 1931, Ries or fall. p. o. 
Brompton Ordinar . % 12 11 6 +} £916 0 
Charing Cross Ordinary .. oo 7 8 3 — $ 10 6 6 

do. do. do. 64 Pref. ee 43 43 Hi — 8 8 8 
Chelsea.. oe ee oe ee 4 6 — 9 10 6 
City of London S “a ee 13 14 25/. 4 9d ll 4 0 

Jo. do. 6 per cent, Pref. .. 6 6 1986 — 8 1 
County of London .. T æ. B 8 7à 4 10 910 

do. do.6 per cent. Pref, E S 8: T at . 
Kensington Ordinary ee ec 
Tondon Electric m 45 ee 23 ‘4 1140 + 4; 10 0 0 

do. do. 68 percent. Pref... 6 6 xd +a 1018 2 

Metropolitan.. ee eo 9 0 6 7 fi + ł 19 15 4 
do. a per cent. Pref, .. 44 44 2,3 — 815 8 
St. James’ and Pall Mall 13 14 6x1 = 10 0 0 
South London ee ee LEA 6 arx 22 -— 9 2 10 
South Metropolitan Pref. .. oo 7 1 15/9 + 2/ 8 17 10 
Westminster Ordinary ee 10 10 bd = 10 0 0 
TRLEGRAPHS ARD TELEPHONES, 

n ar €— 

Anglo-Am, Tel. Pref. ae oe — 

a do. ef. ee oe 88/6 là 1 — 9 6 8 
Chile Telephone T oo 8 6 = 18 6 8 
Cuba Bub. Ord. ee eo ee q q — 10 18 4 
Eastern Extension ee 10 10 1 +2 000 
Eastern Tel. Ord. .. T ee 8 10 161 +1 '6 810 
Globe Tel. and T. Ord. ee oe 8 10 1 +2 660 

do. do. Pref, ee eo 6 9 = 6 18 4 
Great Northern Tel. «„ n B 912 — 10 9 4 
Indo-European 958 oe ee 18 10 80 — 8 6 8 
Marconi oe oe oe oe 26 35 14? — $ — 
Oriental Telephone Ord. ee 10 13 ^" dins 8 9 7 
United R. Plate Tel. oe ee 8 8 — 16 8 0 
West India and Panama T Nil — Nil 
Western Telegraph. ee "T 10 1 — 716 6 O 

Homs Rans, 
1919 192) "m 1 ados 
Central London Ord. Assented .. 4 4 x + 
Metropolitan .. as se oe 11 13 £0xd + 710 0 
do. District ae ee N15 RH 111 —1 H 
rground Electric Ordina i — i 
is da^ do. "A" 5 Nil Nil 5/6 — Nil 
do. do, Income .. 4 9 6174xd — 119 8 
Forsion Trams, &0, | 
Nil CN 9, 10 9 6 
nglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref. .. i oan 
" 64, j do. md Pref. .. Nil. NA ect — Nil 

do. do. 6 % Deb. ee 6 6 — 8 8 0 
Brasil Tractions  .. — oo l Nil 874 -à Nil 
British Columbia Elec. Rly. Pfce, b 5 50 — 8 18 6 

do. do. Preferred 2 6 = *8 16 0 
do, do.  Deferred Ni 8 48 — 912 17 8. 
do. do. Deb. T 41 tł 57 — 7:0 0 
Mexico Trams 5 percent. Bonds. Nil Ni 89 - là Ni ` 
do. 6 percent. Bonds. Nil Nil 94 — Nil 
Mexican Light Common .. . Nil Nil l - Nil 
do. Pref. ee ee Nil Nil 18 — Nil 
MANUFACTURING COOMPANIBS. 
Baboock & Wilcox .. ee 0 15 15 77 — * 7 1 2 
British Aluminium Ord. .. eo 10 10 . Mj- — 1115 4 
British Insulated Ord, oe „ 123 15 d — 9 6 10 
Callender8s  .. sa ee oe 25 16 1 = 1018 3 
m 63 Pref, .. ee ee 64 64 17/6 = . 7 8 7 
Castner. Kellner F ei oe 20 17 a — 712 9 
Orompton Ord. id EN ee 10 10 18,9 — 14 11 0 
Edison- Swan " „„ 10 10 10;- — ze 

do. do. 6 percent. Deb. ee 6 5 70 — * 910 
Electric Construction ee ee 10 10 15/9 = 6d. 12 14 0 
English Electric. „ ed 8 18 / — 10 19 2 

Do. Pret. ee eo — 8 13/6 - 6d. 8 17 10 
Gen. Elec. Pref.  .. iuc tS die 64 63 - 18/6 — 73 6 
do. . Ord. ee ee ee 10 10 1 dx — 98 8 6 
Henley .. oe ee oe „ 88 15 i - re 10 18 2 
do. 44 Pref.. ee ee eo 18 4 3 - 618 6 
India-Rubber.. "T 95 ee 10 10 -— NOE 
Met.-Vickers Pref, oe ry) ee — 8 3 oan 8 16 4 
Biemens Ord.. e ee ee ee 10 10 3 8; xn * 0 6 9 
Telegraph Con, ee eo ee, 20 20 * 21 — “5 11 3 


* 


* Dividends paid free of Income Taz. 
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THE BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR. 


(Concluded from page 232.) 


BIRMINGHAM SECTION. 


Ir is difficult at this stage of the Fair to express an 
opinion as to its success from the exhibitors’ point of 
view. As an exhibition the Birmingham Section leaves 
very little to be desired; the wares are tastefully dis- 
played, the method of numbering the stands ensures that 
none is overlooked, and as far as possible the various 
classes of goods have been grouped to facilitate the 
buyer's work. The first two days of the Fair witnessed 
a great influx of sightseers, the buyers apparently hav- 
ing decided to visit the London Section first. Later, 
however, business commenced to improve, and by the 
end of the first week affairs assumed a more satisfactory 
appearance. 

On Wednesday, February 23rd, Mr. F. G. Kellaway, 
M.P., paid a visit to this section, and is reported to 
have said that in London they had no idea of the 
representative character of the Birmingham Section 
of the Fair. This seems to bear out the statement of 
the publicity manager that an impression has gained 
ground that the London Section is the whole of the 
Fair, whereas the truth is tl.at the staple industries of 
the country are displayed at Birmingham. Mr. 
Kellaway was impressed particularly with the excellent 
quality of the goods displayed, and also with the general 
air of optimism which seemed to prevail. 

Sir James Allen, High Commissioner for New Zea- 
land, visited the Fair on Thursday, February 24th, and 
stated that heintended to send a report to the Antipodes 
upon what he had seen. Among the merchants of New 
Zealand it was taken for granted that if quality was 
required the Mother Country was to be relied upon, and 
the exhibition proved to him (Sir James) that they were 
not in error. 

A description of some of the exhibits follows :— 

THE GENERAL ELECTRIC Co., Lro., have on their stand a 
representative show of their lighting fittings and accessories, 
domestic appliances, telephones, bells, &c. A number of 
motor-starting panels and drum controllers also appear. 
Among a series of commercial type ironclad gear is a 400-A, 
600-V. double-pole switch and fuse set of very robust propor- 
tions. A range of Witton Kramer portable drills and 
grinders is shown, as well as a C. M. I.“ quick-break magneto 
which gives a strong spark at any engine speed. The recently- 
introduced Klersite’’ system for lighting commercial 
motors is on view. This consists of a series-wound dynamo 
titted with a special patent pulley, which, through the action 
of a slipping clutch, maintains the dynamo speed constant, 


irrespective of the speed of the engine. The dynamo 1s run- 
ning at all times when the engine is working, but if the 


Fia. 1.—Tgr ‘“ KrERSITE ” MAGNETO. 


lamps are switched off it is not excited, and so there is no 
electrical loss. The full pressure of 6 volts is obtained when 
the engine is running at 350 r.p.m. As the engine speed 
increases the clutch allows a certain "mount of slip, keeping 
the dynamo speed constant. "This fuct is demonstrated on 
the stand by a '' Klersite " magneto driven by a motor and 
connected to a speedometer and voltmeter. It is shown that 
the voltage is maintained at its proper level when the motor 
is running as fast as 1,150 r.p.im. The whole mechanism runs 


of cable sections of the firm's manufacture. 


in oil. The magneto is illustrated in fig. 1. Photographs of 
installations carried out by the G.E. Co. form another feature 
of this exhibit. 

Messrs. J. H. Tucker & Co., Lro., are showing a very com- 
prehensive range of their products. A complete accumulator 
switchboard is shown; this is suitable for employment with 
batteries and lighting sets for country houses, &c. Switches 


and fuses of various designs with capacities ranging from 15 


to 1,000 amps. are also exhibited. These include single, 
double, and triple-pole, single-throw and changé-over types, 
tandem and parallel-coupled, shunt regulating switches, volt- 
meter switches, battery regulating switches, automatic battery 
switches, &c. Fuse and distributing boards for lighting and 
power installations in teak and iron cases are another feature 
of the exhibit; the wood cases are made in the firm's own 
cabinet shops. Among the ironclad switch and fuse gear 
appears the Tucker patent quick make and '' break "' 
switch in two sizes, 25 and 504. The design of the case of 
this switch permits of its being used with either a large central 
tapped hole at each end for the cables or two smaller holes. 
This is effected by means of interchangeable adaptors, which 
can also be provided with recessed bodies and wood bushed 
holes and with watertight glands. In addition to these 
switches there is a number of ironclad single and double-pole 
and multi-way fuses varying in capacity from 15 to 100 A, for , 
voltages up to 500. All types of tumbler switches are shown, 
including double-pole, ceiling and watertight switches, fitted 
with plain or ornamental covers, china and locked covers. An- 
other feature is a flat switch of ordinary appearance, in which 
a quick make and break action is obtained. Included 
in the lighting and power accessories section the firm shows 
samples of lampholders, counter weights, ceiling roses, wall 
sockets, porcelain connectors, cut-outs, adaptors, bell pushes, 
&c. One or two samples are shown of a new type of tumbler 
switch and plug combination shortly to be placed upon the 
market. If the switch is in the on position, the plug can- 
not be driven home, while if once fixed the removal of the 
plug brings the switch to the off position. A great deal of 
artistic metal work in the form of wall plates and switch 
covers is also exhibited. Photographs of the works appear on 
a stand as well as views of special orders carried out by the 
rm. 

FuLLER’s Unrtep ELECTRIC Works, Lrp., are exhibiting re- 
presentative selections from their products, including plate and 
block type accumulators suitable for electric lighting installa- 
tions and similar purposes. The plate type cells are constructed 
with hanging type semi-planté plates consisting of pure lead 
grids pasted with specially hardened active material in glass 
containers. The negative plates are of the lattice type, pasted 
under pressure, a method which ensures high and constant 
capacity. The block type cell is immune from the inherent 
weaknesses of the plate type, and is fitted with non-corrosive 
terminals and insulators. A complete electric miner's lamp 
equipment is exhibited. This consists of a charging rack and 
lampstand, each uccommodating 160 lamps, an opening magnet 
and a pedal switch. The Fuller miner's lamp gives a light of 
high candle-power, weighs only 5 lb. 2 oz., and a charge lasts 
for at least 90 hours. The lamp is switched on and off by 
turning the top; it can be supplied "with either magnetic or 
lead lock. Other exhibits are dry and inert cells, carbons for 
arc lamps, ebonite rods, sheets, tubes and mouldings, and 
rubber and bitumen insulated cables. 

Messrs. W. Cannina & Co., Lrp., have a comprehensive 
range of machines, plant and material for electro-plating, 
polishing. bronzing, lacquering and enamelling. Among the 
exhibits are low-voltage dynamos and motor generators, plating 
vats and barrels, and metal salts. Belt-driven polishing lathes 


and polishing motors, grinding machines, lapping lathes, &c., 


are shown. l l 
Messrs. Donovan & Co. display a large selection of their 
well-known '' Safuse " and '' Donlok gear, comprising dis- 
tribution boards and switchgear for lighting and power pur- 
poses. The contacts of the Safuse " unit are protected by an 
insulating shield, the blades passing through a narrow slot. 
This renders it impossible to touch the '' live ” parts accident- 
ally. The fuses are staggered to permit of easy wiring, and 
ample space is allowed for wires at the back of the box. Factory 
and domestic electrical apparatus is also on view, as well as 
lamps, bells, and other accessories. 
Messrs. Siemens Bros. & Co., LrD., have as their main 
attraction a 30-line ‘‘ Autophone " board, by means of which 
various stands are kept in communication with one another. 
The '* Stannos wiring system is shown, as well as a number 
Ebonite rods and 
moulded parts for magnetos, telephones, and other electrical 
apparatus form another feature of the stand. Part of the stand 
is devoted to Siemens's signalling apparatus for use in mines. 
This equipment provides for signals, which are sent from the 
pit bottom, being received on bella both at the pit top and in 
the engine room. In addition, the signals are indicated visually 
on & dial indicator in the engine room. Provision is made 
also for signalling from the pit bank to the pit bottom by 
means of a push switch and a bell. Signals sent from either 
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the pit bank or the bottom are indicated on a dial in the 
engine room. 'lhe apparatus may be adapted to more com- 
plicated situations, and the dial indicators may be fitted to 
existing bell circuits. Messrs. Siemens are also showing 
samples of their dry and inert cells and a dry battery cycle- 
lighting set. 

Berry's ELECTRIC, LTD., have, in addition to several Magi- 
coal ” fires, a very good display of switchgear, both of the open 
and flame-proof ironclad types. An lronsafe’’ switchboard 
is displayed prominently. The example shown is a d.c., 3-wire, 
board, with an ample bus-bar chamber, in which everything is 
accessible from the front. ‘This type of gear is easily extended 
and very safe, the bus-bar chamber being locked by a bar and. 
padlock device. The Adanac’’ switches shown, whicn are 
simple but strong in construction, were manufactured for the 
Canadian market, and were used for two years prior to their 
becoming known in this country, the whole output being ab- 
sorbed by the Dominion. ‘The " Firadanac ” is an adaptation 
of this type constructed entirely of iron, copper, and mica; 
it is flame- and explosion- proof. One or two examples are 
being shown of a new " Midget ' d.p. switch or switch-fuse, 
which is a triumph of strong construction at a low price. 
Among the smaller exhibits is the Asku " shade tilter, a 
simple device for fixing à lamp shade in any desired position. 
" Xcel” domestic products are in evidence, there being 
a number of cookers, irons, kettles, &c., on view. Messrs. 
Berry's are agents for Messrs. Nalder Bros. & Thompson, and 
a variety of the latter firin's instruments occupy one side of 
the stand. These include voltmeters, ammeters, power factor 
meters, wattmeters, reverse power relays, «c. 

Messrs. SMPLEX Conpuits, Irp., show samples of their 
household word conduit and the new "'' Diaduct’’ distri- 
bution board, which is fitted with a removable trough which 
can be drilled to suit the purpose for which the box is to be 
employed. Every part 1s made to gauge, assuring interchang- 
ability. The bus-bars are of heavy section, high conductivity 
copper and provided with heavy cable sockets. A colliery light- 
ing box 1s also shown. This can be adapted for any arrange- 
ment of cables and to any type of light, i.e., well-glass, bulk- 
head, &c. The cables are taken through a brass cone and the 
armouring is clamped by a malleable iron grip. The interior 
can be removed entirely for wiring and re-inserted in the 
box. A watertight tumbler switch exhibited has the actuating 
knob out of centre, giving a smoother action and a larger 
break. In addition to these there are lighting fittings, ships’ 
fittings, illuminated signs, domestic appliances, including 
'" Plexsim " vacuum cleaners, irons, kettles, bowl-fires, &c. 

THE VINCENT SWITCHGEAR MANUFACTURING Co. have a small 
but effective display of ironclad switches and fuse gear fitted 
with cartridge and Vincent patent replacement fuses. In 
addition to these, unmounted fuse elements are shown as 
Well as ironclad distribution boards. A number of B. K. B.“ 
motors, ranging from 1/100 to 2 h.p., appear on the stand. 

THe EXCELSIOR SHADE MANUFACTURING Co. have a brilliant 
and manv-coloured show of shades of all kinds for gas and 
electric lights. There are also other lighting fittings, pen- 
dants, &c. 

Messrs. Davip SHankS & Co., LTD., also exhibit artistic 
shades and bowl fittings. A number of examples of Crooke’s 
'" duylight " glassware are shown. 

Messrs. F. & C. OsLER, LTD., and Messrs. FARADAY AND 
Son, LtD., have an imposing array of alabaster bowls, art 
shades, art metal wall brackets, pendants, and standards. 
Candelabra fittings and wall plates are also exhibited. 

ELECTRICAL CoNDUITS, Lrp., show a number of tubes and 
fittings for the protection of electrical circuits in buildings 
and ships; both screwed and slip type conduit are shown. 
Interchangeable and standard switch boxes and junction 
boxes, pluin and mounted, appear on the stand. 

Messrs. C. H. Parsons, Lab., are displaying a number of 
their tumbler switches and lampholders in various styles 
and finishes in which they specialise. Examples of their 
'" Britmac ’’ switches are also on view. The main feature 
of these switches is the rigid insulating bar upon which the 
contact blades are mounted. 

Messrs. PINCHIN, JOHNSON, Lrb., exhibit a number of 
samples of Formite,"" a synthetic resin, which possesses high 
insulating properties and is non-inflammable. The material is 
easy to turn and drill, and is acid-resisting. Compressed 
paper insulation and impregnated silk and cotton materials 
are also displayed. 

Messrs. Best & LLoxp show ceiling fittings of all types. 
"including alabaster and clear glass bowls, shades, and lan- 
terns. ‘There are also electric candle lamps and fires dis- 

la ved. 

i THe Erna LIGHTINd & Heatina Co., LTD., show all kinds 
of lighting accessories, including wall and ceiling fittings, 
bowl fittings, &c. A number of soldering irons and flat irons 
are also displayed. 

THE TELEPHONE MANUFACTURING Co., LTD., have a number 
of automatic intercommunicating telephone sets for offices, 
factories, and ships. Many are fitted with secrecy keys to 
eliminate overhearing and interruption. A large display of 
accessories such as bells, terminal and junction boxes, also 
appears. The sets shown have a maximum number of con- 
nections up to 50, but additional lines can be provided for 
one-way communication. Decorative styles of inetrphone sets 
form another feature of the stand. In addition to the fore- 
going several types of indicators are shown. 


Messrs. Gent & Co., LTD., show their well-known '' Pulsy- 
netic ’’ time standardising system in various forms. A marine 
transmitter is exhibited which, by a simple movement, will 
advance or retard the whole of a ship's clocks to meet the 
changes due to longitude. Another exhibit is a waiting train 
movement for a turret clock. In this the master clock is 
situated in a convenient position to control the gear mounted 
in the top of a tower. if the hands of any of the dials are 
retarded by snow or other obstruction the waiting train 
receives an impulse which carries it forward. A water level 
indicator and recorder similar to à set supplied to the Lincoln 
Corporation is shown. In addition to these, a wireless time- 
receiving set is shown in operation. This set is supplied with 
the Vulsynetic " system if desired. ‘The Parsons-Sloper 
secret telephone systein is also given space on the stand as 
well as a "' tell-tale ’’ indicator for checking the movements 
of watchmen, &c. 

Messrs. BALMFORD & SALT represent a number of firms and 
show the British "' R.B.” electric lighting plant. This is in 
operation supplying light to a number of points on the stand. 
Although of only .75 kW capacity, the set supplies a battery 
capable of running 15 lights for ten hours on one charge. 
The switchboard and starting gear are mounted on the set, 
and the method of starting up is simplicity itself. The set 
is provided with an automatic cut-out which operates when 
the battery has received its full charge, shutting the engine 
down. The plant occupies an extremely small space. On 
this stand is also shown the Tofield & Robinson *' Triple- 
Auto D.C. circuit breaker, a solenoid-operated device which 
automatically resets when the cause of an overload is re- 
moved. In this circuit breaker there are very few working 
parts and, therefore, little to get out of order. The apparatus 
is made in all sizes up to 50 A capacity. The Scot ” lamp- 
holder is exhibited; this has a one-piece casing and a simple 
method of fixing the shade. An '' Imperial " electric toaster, 
complete with '' flex and adaptor, is also shown. The 
“ V.C." lighting system for Ford cars which is exhibited 
consists of a small rectiüer or converter, driven from the 
fan shaft, which converts the alternating current from the 
magneto to d.c. for charging a 10-volt accumulator with a 
capacity of 15 Ah. The rectifier consists of a metal case 
carrying a commutator switch and a slip ring. The 
switch is driven at twice the engine speed, and is built up of 
sixteen copper bars with mica insulation in between. Eight 
of these bars are active, while the remainder act as spacers. 
Alternate '' live " bars are connected to a slip ring, which is 
in turn connected to the magneto. The other live bars 
are connected to an earthed ring. "There are five brushes, one 
of which is in contact with the slip ring, the others being 
arranged in two pairs for taking up the rectified current, so 
that when one pair is upon the slip ring bars the other pair 
is earthed. An automatic mercury cut-out switches the accu- 
mulator in when the engine is started, and cuts it out when 
the engine stops. 

THE B.E. Co. (oF LONDON AND BIRMINGHAM), L/TD., has a 
very comprehensive display of electrical accessories. Included 
in the show is the '' Classic " desk light described in our 
columns a short time ago. ‘This is now produced in a variety 
of finishes. Cables and wires, ceiling roses, tumbler switches, 
wall plates, &c., occupy -a large part of the stand. The 
Beco fire is displayed, as well as a range of Hendon ” 
lamps of various shapes and sizes. The wood blocks and 
cases in which the firm excels are present in large numbers. 
Other exhibits are bells and indicators for various purposes, 
wall plugs, and dry cells. 

Messrs. THOS. R. CARPENTER, Lro., exhibit lighting fittings, 
including shades, bowls, brackets, and standards. 

MR. JOHN A. Harry Hont has a similar display. 

Messrs. WILLIAM SANDERS & Co.—This firm shows many 
examples of ironclad switch and fusegear. A set of unit-type 
switchgear 18 mounted on the stand. Battery switchboards 
for country house lighting sets are also exhibited. 

THE FaLKIRK IRON Co., LTD., have a wide display of cook- 
ing apparatus, &c., among which are Falco” cookers, 
heaters, and irons. 

Messrs. MarK WFRBER, LTD., exhibit several of their ver- 
tical engines, suitable for running on town gas, petrol. para- 
ffin, naphtha, or benzole. These range from 2 to 18 b.h.p. A 
5-b.h.p. engine, complete with dynamo and battery for country 
house or farm lighting. is shown in operation supplying a num- 
ber of lights. A pumping set is exhibited. 

THe AUSTIN Motor Co., Irp., show one of their four- 
cylinder petrol engines coupled to a 3.1-kW English Electric 
generator, and a small .75-kW lighting set. 

THE FEDERATION OF BnrrisH INDUSTRIES has a large stand 
upon which are displayed numerous trade publications. ‘This 
is a general information bureau for the assistance of members 
of the Federation, and for foreign and British buyers. Full 
information is given regarding British products and producers. 

THE SEMAPHORE ENGINEERING Co., Ltp., show dry cells for 
bells, telephones, ignition purposes, &c., and also complete 
electric lighting sets for motor cars and cycles. 

BRITISH Brass Fittincs, ID., exhibit a great variety of 
lighting fittings and accessories for all purposes, including 
tumbler switches, cut-outs, and main switches. Electric fires 
and radiators are also on view. 

PREMIER ELECTRIC. Heaters, LTD., have a most brilliant 
display of electrical heating and cooking apparatus, all of 
which is very highly finished. A small electric cooker is 
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Wan. as well as fires, kettles, irons, hot plates, glue- pots, 
&c. A notable exhibit is a small 600-watt radiator wnich 
has a frame so constructed as to permit of its being turned over 
and used for boiling small quantities of water. his is very 
suitable for standing on a desk or table. 

MEssRS. PARKER, WINDER & ACHURCH, LTD., show examples 
of concrete mixing machinery, in addition to dynamos and 
small electric lighting plants. Switchgear and battery charg- 
ing boards for small electrical installations also appear. 
Ainong the smaller exhibits are Imperial ’’ vacuum cleaners, 
electric light fittings, lanterns, &c. An electrically-driven 
floor polishing machine was on view the first day, but as this 
was of American manufacture it had to be removed. ‘The 
firm has obtained a licence from the American makers to 
enable the machine to be manufactured in this country. 

A large amount of space is occupied by examples ot the 
work executed by disabled ex-Service men in the various 
training centres in and around Birmingham. —Everyunng 
displayed is an eloquent testimonial both to the men and 
their instructors, and indicated very clearly how much can 
be accomplished in a short time by means of intensive instruc- 
tion. "The trades represented include armature winding, 
pattern making, turning and fitting, plumbing, cabinet mak- 
ing, watch and clock making, &c. ‘The West Midlands scheme 
is providing instruction for about 2,500 men, and centres 
have been established at Birmingham (where 1,211 men are 
in training), Coventry, Dudley, West Bromwich, Ludlow, 
and Worcester. 

Messrs. H. C. SLINGSBY, among a number of mechanical 
trucks, extension ladders, &c., exhibit an electrically-driven 
hoist. This is designed for a load of 15 cwt. The motor of 
this machine starts at no load, and an adjustable automatic 
stop is fitted which enables the load to be held at any desired 
height. This is specially designed for electrical operation, 
but electric drive can be applied to other hand-power types 
shown. | 

Messrs. W. Goopyear & Sons, LTD., exhibit, among other 
trucks and small transporters, a Greenbat electric truck 
for industrial purposes. This is a 2-ton vehicle driven by a 
totally-enclosed, series wound motor, arranged for series par- 
allel control, and supplied with power by a battery of 14 
'" Tronclad-Exide " cells. A pedal controls both the battery 
circuit and the brake so that the pedal must be depressed 
during the whole time the vehicle is in use. Should the 
driver fall off the pedal is released, cutting off the current 


. and applying the brake. In addition to its 2-ton load the 


truck 1s capable of towing a trailing load of 2 tons on the level. 

Tue M.P. ELECTRIC WELDING MACHINE Co. exhibits a stan- 
dard spot welding machine designed to obviate the use of 
rivets in Jointing wrought iron or mild steel from the smallest 
gauge up to 4 in. total thickness. ‘The machine is fitted with 
a regulating device enabling several different welding tem- 
peratures to be obtained. The electrodes are of hard-drawn 
copper and easily replaceable. A water circulating system 
keeps the machine cool during operation, preventing excessive 
heating in the secondary winding of the transformer embodied 
in the machine. This transformer can be wound to suit single- 
phase circuits with frequencies ranging between 40 and 60 
cycles and with voltages from 100 to 500. 

Tug MiDbLAND ELECTRIC SuPPLY Co. display Rayner and 
Heald induction motors, and Robinson electric lifting gear, 
including monorail hoists, winches, spur gear winches, &&. 

Messrs. Henry WIGdIN & Co. have a wide variety of re- 
sistance wires and metals. Nickel and cobalt anodes are shown 
as well as a large number of metal salts. 

British ELECTRIC VEHICLES, ID., exhibit two examples 
of their work. The larger of these is an electric locomotive 
weighing four tons, and capable of hauling a load of from 
20 to 30 tons on the level or 8 tons on a 1 in 30 gradient. 
The motors are double-wound so that series-parallel control 
is obtained. The battery consists of 40 ‘* Ironclad Exide“ 
cells with a capacity of 258 Ah. The length of the locomotive 
is 9 ft. 7 in. over-all, and it has a 2 ft. 6 in. wheel base. It 
is capable of a speed of 5 miles an hour loaded, and will run 
from 20 to 25 miles on one charging of the battery. The other 
exhibit is a Super Giant industrial electric truck capable 
of moving a load of 5,000 Ib. It has a loading space of 
7 ft. 6 in. by 4 ft. The battery of 20 cells has a capacity of 
161 Ah. The truck is steered by an up-and-down lever motion 
transmitted to the wheels by ball and socket joints; 
spring buffers minimise vibration on the steering lever.» The 
control gear is mounted in a dust-proof case, and the controller 
unit is easily removable, as it acts through a dog clutch. 

THE BIRMINGHAM Mica Co., ITD., is displaying a compre- 
hensive range of mica and micanite in various forms. The 
show includes sheets, washers, and bars, as well as special 
forms for particular applications. 

Messrs. WM. WHITEHOUSE & Co., LTD., exhibit one or two 
lighting fittings, their stand being in the nature of an invita- 
tion bureau where facilities for visits to their works are given. 

Messrs. AccLES & SHELVOKE, Lrp., show a number of small 
motors ranging from 1/10 to 4 h.p. Also a patent dvnamotor 
for plating and polishing. and a small dynamo suitable for 
lighting small cars or motor cycles. 

ErnrcrRüic Heating & HARDWARE. Ltp., exhibit many 
“ Komet” productions, including kettles and irons. A fea- 
ture of this stand is a cylindrical electric oven. This has an 
aluminium barrel about 20 in. in diameter and length, with 
è lid secured by three patent buckles. The back of this 


barrel is domed, and in the space thus provided two 500-watt 


. spirally-wound heating elements are fixed. A galvanised steel 
frame fits into the barrel and has u flat bottom upon which 


the dishes containing the food to be cooked are placed. It 
is claimed for this oven that the distribution ot heat by tlie 
interior arrangement makes it far more etlicient than the 
rectangular type. 

THE GATH ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING Co. displays several 
examples of lighting standards and lanterns which, though 
plain, are of very ellective appearance. ‘Lhe lantern frames 
are all of cast brass. A great deal of metal work in the form 
of bell pushes and ceiling and wall plates occupies the front 
of the stand. A new patent switch plug is shown; this is a 
double-pole, quick-break, rotary type switch fitted with large 
plug sockets. ‘The plug has two pins and a key projection, 
and when the switch is operated, by means of a handle on a 
spindle passing through the plug, the key turns in a slot 
in the switch case rendering withdrawal of the plug impos- 
sible until the switch is put into the off position. "Lhie 
combination 1s made in several styles for mounting on wood 
blocks, sunk type with a deep recess at the rear for cables, 
and a type suitable for installation in exposed positions. 

Messrs. Warrs, WILLIAMS & Co., Ib., exhibit “ Watta- 
lite electric lighting sets for motor and other bicycles. In 
the motor cycle set a small dynamo fixed above the tank of the 
machine is driven by a flexible shaft from the rear wheel. 
The dynamo is connected to an accumulator which Supplies 
current to a 5 in. head lamp and a small rear lamp fitting 
through the number plate. The whole of the switches are 
contained in the dynamo casing. The cycle-lighting set con- 
sists of a dynamo and head and tail lamps. The dynamo 
is driven by a rubber friction wheel in contact with the run 
of the front wheel of the cycle. 

Messrs. SINGLETON & Rome have an excellent display of 
artistic lighting fittings consisting of brackets, pendants, &c., 
in all kinds of metal finishes, shades, and bowl fittings. 
" Bipol" accumulators are also shown in various sizes. A 
travelling light comprising an unspillable accumulator in a 
strong wooden case, a policeman's or watchman's lamp. 
for use continuously, or as a flash lamp, charging racks, &c., 
are exhibited. 

Messrs. Drake & GonHaM, Lrp., have a Railodok ” elec- 
tric industrial truck on view. This has a carrying capacity 
of 1 ton and a loading platform measuring 7 ft. by 3 ft. 4 in. 
It is driven by a 1i-h.p., series wound, totally-enclosed motor. 
which receives its power from a battery of 21 ''Ironclad 
Exide“ cells with a capacity of 150 Ah. Ihe vehicle is fitted 
with a drum type controller, with a patent locking device 
and cut-out. The cut-out is interlocked with the driver's 
saddle, the latter being reversible. This renders it impossible 
for the truck to move unless the saddle is depressed. This 
firm also exhibits an adjustable girder fitting for electric 
lighting. This is an extension arm made in one, two, or three 
parts, and a special spun steel, vitreous-enamelled reflector. 
The arm may be titted on the slide rest of a lathe so that the 
part of the work being operated upon is always illuminated. 

Messrs. MeKECHNIE Bros., LtD., Tug METALLURGICAL Co., 
Lrb., and ‘THe James BRIDGE Correk Works, LTD., show 
copper and other non-ferrous metals in various forms as 
ingots, bars, rods, Ke. 

THe Hoover Suction Cieaxer Co., Lab., effectively dis- 
plays and demonstrates several of its cleaners. 

Messrs. EVeRED & Co. LTD., among many examples of 
highly decorative brass work, exhibit a number of electric 
lighting standards, brackets, and pendants, as well as bowl 
fitings and artistic shades and vases. 

Messrs. ScHoLEY & Co.'s stand has upon it a number of 
fractional h.p. motors in a number of applications including 
„ Kutmore " drills, grinders, &c. Special prominence is given 
to the Croydon-Premier " electric suction cleaner which 
can be employed for cleaning carpets, curtains, clothes, 
cushions, &c., without endangering the fabric. 

Tug ELECTRIC APPLIANCES Co., LrDb., specialise in the 
„ Eureka vacuum cleaner and its accessories, which include 
a carpet brush, a flat tool for corners, a hose for suction or 
blowing, tubing, brush, and nozzle. 

Tue CONSOLIDATED P'NEUMATIC TOOL Co., LrD., is not giving 
much prominence to the electrical side of its manufactures, 
but one or two portable drills and grinders are displayed. 

Messrs. GALLOWAY, LTD., have a number of boiler house 
appliances upon their stand. These include an accessible 
wrought steel superheater, steam junction valves, safety valves, 
and a water softening apparatus, and Milner-Hurd's patent 
boiler seating blocks which move as a boiler expands or con- 
tracts, preventing the breaking of brickwork. 

Messrs. ALFRED HERBERT, J/tp., exhibit a very well-placed 
selection of their precision work, including a patent universal 
gauge measuring machine for measuring lengths, diameters, 
screw pitches, internal and external, &c. 

The names of other firms exhibiting articles of an electrical 
or allied nature were listed in our last issue. 


Spain.—A new bank has been founded at Madrid with a 
capital of five million pesetas under the style of Banco Hispano- 
Suiza para Empresas Eléctrices.— Router's Trade Serrice, 
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NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS AND PLANT, 


Readers are invited to submit particulars of new or improved devices and apparatus, which will be published 
if considered of sufficient interest, 


Single-pole Splitters. 


El. ECrRIC Brass Wares, LrD., Brakell’s Buildings, Rainford 
Gardens, Button Street, Whitechapel, Liverpool, have drawn 
our attention to a range of single-pole splitters which they 
are manufacturing. These are made for any number of ways 
from 2 to 6—the 2way type is illustrated in fig. 1. The 
case of the splitter is of cold rolled pressed steel and is asbestos 
lined. The bases are made of a special non-hygroscopic 


Fia. 1.—SiNGLE-POLE SPLITTER. 


material capable of withstanding from 10,000 to 13,000 V per 
mm. thickness. The advantages claimed for the device are 
that as there is no cast iron or porcelain in its construction 
it is practically unbreakable; it is light and easily fixed; it 
has permanent bushes, and heavy copper contacts, and it is 
absolutely fireproof. 


The“ Wild-Barfield ” Thermostat. 


The increasing demand for a closer automatic temperature 
control for electric ovens and other apparatus has resulted in 
the production of a new thermostat which can be set for tem- 
peratures up to 400 deg. F. A capsule filled with a volatile 
fluid is made by its expansion to switch off a part of the 
heating element as soon as the full temperature is reached. 


Tic. 2.—THE WILD-BARFIELD THERMOSTAT. 


Afterwards the full current is switched on and off inter- 
mittently, so that a very steady temperature is maintained ii. 
the oven, or other device controlled. The exact temperature 
to be maintained can be adjusted to a nicety by altering the 
position of the weight on the lever which projects outside the 
oven (fig. 3). Contact is made outside the oven, so as to guard 


against any explosion or ignition should the articles being 
dried give off an inflammable gas. 

The Wild-Barfield thermostatic temperature control with 
slight modifications can be adapted to numerous electrically- 
heated devices, and should open up new channels of business 
which have hitherto been restricted by the difficulties encoun- 
tered of easily and safely controlling temperatures within 
desired Jimits. For the purpose of illustrating the device, the 
cover has been removed. The controlling apparatus is manu- 
factured by Messrs. AUTOMATIC & ELECTRIC Furnaces, LTD., 
281-283, Gray's Inn Road, London, W.C. 1. 


An Anti-vibration Fitting. 


We have received from the ScnEWwLEss Grip Firtina Co., 
Lower George Yard, Halifax, details of a new type of fitting 
for protecting electric lamps from injury due to vibration. 
This may consist simply of a spring with a screwless 
corp grip. as shown in the central diagram in fig. 3. A 
counter-weight and a flexible metallic tube can be supplied to 


Fic. 3.—AN ANTI-VIBRATION FITTING. 


fit over the lamp flex from the spring to the lampholder, 
as in the left-hand side of the figure. A third variation, shown 
on the right-hand side of fig. 3, is the fitting of two lengths of 
flexible metallic tube. In this method the tube takes all the 
weight of the lamp and shade, leaving the flex entirely 


free. 
A New Outlet Device. 


A newly invented device, which is being developed by the 
Evectric OuTLET Co., of New York City, consists of a new 
style of outlet and a new plug with curved blades, which sup- 
ports the fixture and makes the proper electrical connection 
at the same time. The new outlets may be placed in either 
walls or ceilings wherever a light can possibly be used. 
Generally more outlets will be put in than ordinary lighting 
conditions require. The wall outlet is marked by a neat 


Fia. 4.—WaLL '' OUTLET " (ABOVE) AND CEILING d OUTLET "" 
(BELOW). 


brass plate with a rounded triangular blade centre, fig. 4, and 
will accommodate the standard parallel blade plugs now 
commonly used with cord connections. An inconspicuous brass 
plate marks the ceiling outlet. This installation finishes the 
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work of the electrical contractor. It will not be necessary to 
call him in to put up, take down, or shift a light, except in 
the case of the heavier and more elaborate fixtures. 

The plug is attached to the light itself. When it is 
thrust into the outlet the.curved blades point upwards 
and are capable of holding the heaviest fixture. For the 
more elaborate wall fixtures the plug is not rigidly attached 
to the fixtures. In this case the wall fixture is hooked over 
the plug after it has been inserted in the wall receptacle. 
In wiring the plug to the wall light, enough slack 1s left to 
allow the fixture to be readily hooked and unhooked with 
the plug in position. The blades of the ceiling plug curve 
outward like the ends of an anchor, and to shift a fixture, 
all the user needs to do is to lift the light off the outlet.— 
Electrical News. 

A New Trolley Runner. 

Mr. A. HARwOOp has sent us a drawing and particulars of 
his patent trolley runner (No. 113,091). This is designed to 
eliminate the trouble experienced in replacing the .unner on 
a wire when the wheel is turned at an angle to the wire. 
The head has a self-lubricating conical seat, and is stated to be 
free from all rocking. 


THE TEMPERATURE LIMITS OF LARGE 
ALTERNATORS. 


DiscussioN AT MANCHESTER. 


Mr. G. A. JUHLIN’S paper on the above subject, which was 
abstracted in our issue of February 4th, was discussed before 
the NORTH-WESTERN CENTRE of the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEERS at Manchester on January 25th. 

Prof. Mikes WALKER was of the opinion that the paper 
Have exactly the data which were wanted, not only by the 
designing engineer, but also by the operating engineer. 
Everyone had known for a long time that mica insulation 
had very good ability to withstand high temperatures, but they 
wanted to know exactly what would happen if they con- 
structed & coil according to certain methods known to inanu- 
facturers and subjected that coil to, say, a temperature of 
150 deg. C. for a long time. Now they had some exact data, 
and it was an illustration of the enormous value of a well- 
organised experimental department in a great manufacturing 
works where a man could be kept on a line of research until 
he had got satisfactory results. Mr. Juhlin’s formula for 
calculating the temperature rise he admitted was uot quite 
applicable (the speaker referred to fig. 4), because as a matter 
of fact the heat did travel partly along the copper, but mainly 
through the slot insulation. The speaker had thought it worth 
while to tackle the problem of how much heat passed through 
the insulation, and how much along the bars for various 
lengths of the machine, and he bad plotted a curve from the 
formula. (Prof. Walker explained a diagram thrown on the 
screen.) Until he worked out the figures he had no idea that 
in a stator of 30 in. they could get so much reduction in 
temperature. The formula was a very simple one, and it was 
quite easy in any case to fill in the values of the constants 
and determine the actual temperature. As regarded the 
measurement of the teniperature inside the machine, he had 
sometimes wondered why the proposition had not been consi- 
dered of having a thermo-couple halfway or a third of the way 
in the tubing. There would be no dit&culty at all, particularly 
in the part of the inachine where they did not require 
as much insulation, and with a thermo-couple in there they 
could get as good a determination with it as if they made a 
direct. reading with an instrument so that a man could see 
exactly what the temperature of the machine was. With 
regard to how high a temperature one should work at, he did 
not quite agree with Mr. Juhlin. So far as the rotor was 
concerned, there was not the shghtest doubt that as long as 
they were working at a temperature which was proved to be 
a perfectly good temperature for a rotor to work at, with 
proper mica thermal insulation, then everything was to be 
gained by working with copper. But with regard to the 
stator they had another thing to consider. Suppose the 
insulation could be made absolutely sound so that even when 
working at 150 deg. C. nothing could be said against it on 
that score. Still there arose the question of efficiency. In 
dealing with that, they must take into account the eddy 


currents as well as the normal losses. They knew that if they . 


increased the copper in a slot they increased the eddy current, 
so in some ways the engineer was tempted to say: Well, 
we will have as much copper as we can; we will work with 
abnormal current density and keep down the eddy currents; 
in that way we are not exceeding our temperatures and we 
will have a good machine." But there were some things to 
be considered in days of high-priced coal, and when they 
knew pretty well how to keep the eddy currents down to a 
small amount. He did not mean those eddy currents caused 
by the current in the conductor itself, but those caused bv 
the saturation of the teeth, which were sometimes far more 
unportant than the others. Those were things which must 
be taken into account when they considered increasing the 


copper, but nevertheless it was possible by sufficient lamina- 


tion to increase the copper. A 20,000-kW machine of normal 
design working at fairly high temperatures would take about 


2 tons of copper, which could be obtained at a cost for labour 
and material of about £600. On the other hand, they could 
reduce the loss by about 40 kW, which, taking 4600 at 10 per 
cent. was 400 a year; on the 40 kW they gained about 4350. 
The annual cost of the power wasted in the copper was five 
times as much as the interest on the extra cost of the machine. 
In a stator there was always plenty of room, and they could 
make the slots they required, but with the rotor they were 
limited, so he would like to see, first of all, very perfect 
lamination of the copper, and then the copper arranged so 
as to produce the most economical machine, not merely from 
the point of view of the cost of manufacture, but also from 
that of the cost of manipulation, plus cost of operation. At 
the present time the buyer did not pay sufficient attention to 
efficiency, if he did so he could revolutionise the electrical 
industry. If he was offered two machines, one at £1,000 and 
the other at £1,050, both by good makers, he would take 
the former, and would hardly take into account a matter of 
one-half per cent. more or less etliciency. If the buyer would 
really consider what efficiency meant, and insist upon 
manufacturers making highly efficient. machines, he would 
obtain better results, but as it was, the manufacturer 
knew that if he put a machine on the market at a price 
10 per cent. higher than the other man he would not be 
able to sell it. How many shunt motors had the amount of 
shunt copper which was actually economical, the amount 
required from the point of view of really eflicient working. 
not from that of price? One could put three times the 
amount of shunt copper into an ordinary motor, and it would 
pay for the copper in the saving effected. Should they not 
consider the subject from the point of view of complete 
efficiency and the ultimate cost rather than from the simple 
manufacturing point of- view? He agreed that the tempera- 
tures Mr. Juhlin suggested were quite possible, and the paper 
would reassure operating engineers whose temperatures were 
fairly high. 

Dr. S. F. Bancray was of the opinion that Mr. Juhlin had 
not made quite clear the relationship that his proposals bore 
to present-day practice. He proposed to run machines with 
a higher temperature rise than was at present permitted, and 
rightly pointed out that actual ''hot-spot'' temperatures 
exceeded considerably the rise specified for measurement by 
thermometer. He referred to a hot-spot temperature rise 
of 78 deg. C. above the cooling air for a 6,000-volt machine, 
and of 98 deg. C. for a 10,000-volt machine. He pointed out 
that although those figures might appear to be high, if the 
temperatures of existing machines were measured they would 
probably be found to be in the neighbourhood of those figures, 
if not higher. Most people would be inclir;d to agree with 
Mr. Juhlin's opinion with regard to the actual temperatures 
of machines built and passed to the conventional specification 
of 40 deg. C. rise measured by thermometer, but how did 
Mr. Juhlin reconcile that opinion’ with his proposal to '' in- 
crease '" the temperature rise to 75 deg. C. (actual tempera- 
ture)? Clearly, he was recommending the adoption of a 
specification that would ensure “ hot-spot” temperatures 
being lower than he considered they were at present—a state 
of affairs that was not consistent with the substance ot the 
paper. In connection. with. Mr. Juhlin's proposal to measure 
the temperature of the rotor winding by the resistance 
method, in consequence of the good cooling of the part of 
the rotor winding that was embedded in the rotor, and the 
rclatively poor cooling of the part of the winding that was 
enclosed by the end bells, the hot-spot’? temperature of 
the rotor must be considerably greater than the average 
temperature. Clearly, then, so far as the insulation was 
concerned, and it was from that point only that Mr. Juhlin 
considered the case, the temperature rise that was suitable 
for the stator: where.the '' hot-spot " temperature could be 
ascertained fairly accurately, was excessive for the rotor in 
which the ‘ hot-spot’ temperature was absolutely an un- 
known quantity. Mr. Juhlin might b disposed to consider 
that the difference between the average and the maximum 
temperatures of the rotor should not be very great with a 
well designed machine, but if his proposal were adopted it 
would be applicable to badly designed as well as to wei de- 
signed machines. For that reason the speaker's considered 
opinion was that an ultimate limit. of temperature of 160) 
dey. C. for the rotor as determined by the resistance method 
was excessive. The speaker considered that the most nnpor- 
tant quality of all was reliability of operation; for generating 
plant reliability should have the first consideration from all 
concerned, and to impair that first essential for any small 
gain in first cost or efticilency was an unsound policy. An 
unduly high percentage of failures of turbo-alternators con- 
tinued to take place from unknown causes, and it might quite 
well be that relative movement due to large temperature 
variations might account for some of those failures. Before 
higher temperatures were adopted it was important that the 
matter should be considered from other standpoints than 
merely that of the suitability of the insulation to withstand 
high temperature. 

Mr. A. B. Fietp explained tbat by specifving a low tem- 
perature rise measured by resistance the whole direction of 
design was biased. and the manufacturer no longer bad a 
free hand to do the best he could. Efficiency was a verv 
important feature, and thev should distinguish very clearly 
between temperature limits introduced bv considerations of 
insulation and those due to such considerations as Prof. 
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Walker had brought forward; they were absolutely distinct. 
let the purchaser give the manufacturer suflicient freedom 
with regard to temperatures and insulation, and call for the 
very best efhciency he could get, then he would get more 
efliciency with a smaller amount of copper than by putting 
a big amount of metal in the centre. At all events, they 
were two distinct problems, and they should be kept distinct. 
With regard to the rotor temperatures, the temperature limit 
dictated by the insulation was one that they were not in- 
terested in at all. By leaving the temperature to the manu- 
facturer he would be limited to a lower figure than the tem- 
perature that the insulation would stand, and in the revision 
of the B. E. S. A. rules it would be quite rational to say that as 
regarded turbo-rotors there was no teinperature lunit from 
the point of view of insulation, and therefore, on the insula- 
tion tables no temperature limit need be given. If desired, 
it might be added that from other points of view practice 
had shown that a temperature rise of 100 deg. C. or so did 
not introduce serious trouble. He did not think it was 
realised in this country that the American Institute's 
Standardisation Rules did not represent the conditions under 
which a very large proportion of machines in America. were 
sold and bought. 

Mr. A. E. CLAxTON said that when they were told that a 
10,000-volt machine had a temperature rise of 98 instead of 
40 deg. C., it became obvious that any rating based on tem- 
perature measurement by thermometer was quite hopeless. 
With a thermo-couple they could undoubtedly ascertain the 
temperature in a particular spot very accurately, but it 
scemed that the resistance method was rather more robust. 
Jn the case of a rotor the author had only allowed 10 deg. 
difference between the temperature of the hottest part and 
the temperature measured by increase of resistance. The 
author's conclusion. was that 160 deg. C. was a safe tem- 
perature at which to run mica insulation, but should he take 
150 deg. measured by the resistance method for the rotor, 
that would result in a temperature well over 200 deg. being 
attained in many cases, depending partly upon whether axial 
or radial ventilation was used. 

Mr. G. F. Sitts pointed out that the author's coils which 
had been tested appeared to be composed of four conductors 
per slot. Presumably those conductors were not in parallel, 
and if so there was mica between each individual conductor. In 
a number of instances in the past, although the slot insulation 
surrounding the conductors had been miea, the insulation 
between the conductors forming the coil had not always been 
mica, and in view of the high temperature suggested it would 
be necessary to have all mica. Water-wheel generator coils, 
at any rate so far as the rotor was concerned, would be work- 
ing under more favourable conditions than a turbo rotor. 
One speaker had calculated that by using extra-high-tempera- 
ture on a 20,000-kKW machine, one could show a net gain of 
about £250 a year, but when the capital cost of a complete 
A). O0 0-KXV set and its auxiliaries was taken into consideration 
a saving of £250 a year would not influence a buyer if it 
would in any way affect. the reliability of the set. with 
reference to the author's remarks regarding meeting foreign 
competition, it should be possible to put forward higher tem- 
perature machines for export where foreign competitors were 
doing the same, supplying the lower temperature machines to 
the home market, until such times as engineers in tnis country 
were willing to use higher temperature machines. Witu the 
extra-high-temperature machine it might be necessary to have 
a larger air filter, which would occupy more space, and with 
present building prices that might offset the reduction in 
price of the higher-rated turbo-alternator. 

Mr. B. G. CHURCHER, referring to the use of the resistance 
thermometer, thought it would be found that the argument 
ot robustness would not work out because they could use 
thick thermo-couples sufficiently strong to stand ordinary 
shop usage, Whereas when using the resistance thermometer 
in order to get suflicient resistance in the arm of the bridge 
Which formed the resistance element, they had to use very 
fine Wire so as to pet it into a smail space. In that way 
the resistance thermometer would probably be no better than 
an ordinary mercury thermometer. The statement that they 
could measure surface temperatures accurately by means of 
a thermometer seemed to be not quite accurate. Thermo- 
meters were calibrated by being immersed in a liquid, and 
they had to correct the emerging column. For commercial 
testing that might do, but when they were to measure surface 
temperatures if they placed the thermometer against the sur- 
face they would be measuring the temperature of the air just 
outside the surface, plus a certain amount of radiation from 
the surface. ‘The use of pads introduced abnormal conditions. 
The speaker had tried to measure the temperature rise of a 
commutator by putting a thermo-couple and a thermometer 
on to the commutator at the same time. In one case the 
thermometer read 56 and the thermo-couple read 71. which 
was simply due to the thermometer really reading the tem- 
perature of the pad, not that of the commutator, and the 
temperature of the pad was nothing like the temperature of, 
the commutator. The only real way to get sur face tempera- 
tures accurately, especially where there was any air blast, was 
to use thermo- couples and sweat them on to the surface, by 
which means perfectiv satisfactory results could be obtained. 

Mr. BAXENDALE explained that last vear they opened up a 
generafor rotor which was manufactured some seven years 
previously; it was actually as good as the day it was put in. 


and it seemed to be quite good for another ten years, so he 
would stick to low temperature. With regard to the junction 
of the end connections, if the copper expanded at all 1t would 
certainly break the joint there and the insulation of the end 
winding would suffer as well. ‘Ordinary Empire cloth would 
carbonise in a very short time, and they very often found in 
drying out a machine that if the temperature became a litte 
high the varnish came out in small bubbles, with the result 
that the insulation was apt to become very low. With 
regard to the rotor running at higher temperatures, trouble 
would be experienced with mica insulation, which was not 
extended far enough away from the cores, and when the 
insulation. was asbestos, they were apt to part joints there, 
with the result that they would probably get an earth on the 
rotor in addition to any moisture coming over the wet filter. 


Mr. F. WALKER remarked that if they took the charges made 
by any of the big undertakings they would find that interest 
and sinking fund absorbed 50 per cent. of the total. If the 
charge made was 2d. per unit, Id. would represent the sinking 
fund and interest; the alternator perhaps represented nearly 
5 per cent. of the capital charges. Suppose they added 10 
per cent. to the cost of the alternatcr, the interest and sinking 
fund would go up by 4 per cent., which represented 1 per cent. 
of the charge per unit. On the other hand, a 10 per cent. 
increase in efficiency would reduce the cost per unit by 24 
per cent. Those round figures made efliciency ten times as 
Important as the capital cost from the point of view of the 
cost per unit. 

Mr. R. JouNsoN thought that higher temperature limits 
would force manufacturers to adopt mica insulation. more 
widely, with the result that reliability would automatically 
depreciate. 

Mr. G. A. Junis, in reply, asked: Mhy should we 
blink our eves to the fact that high temperatures are there. 
always have been, and always will be there?“ They could 
not build machines with an internal temperature of 40 deg. C. 
Unless operating engineers accepted the fact that there existed 
very much higher temperatures inside a machine than they 
could measure by a thermometer, they would not get any 
further. The high-temperature machine would be more efti- 
cient than the low temperature machine, and it depended 
entirely on the design of the machine what the temperature 
distribution in the rotor would be. With a well-constructed 
machine and end windings properly ventilated there was not 
the enormous discrepancy between the hot-spot temperature 
and the average obtained by resistance, which some speakers 
had tried to indicate. Moreover, there were plenty of machines 
built on a 40 deg. rating, which had been operating for years 
very much beyond some of the limits which bad been sug- 
gested. In actual practice he did not think anybody need 
lose any sleep over the subject of copper expansion. Any 
piece of insulation when new was absolutely solid, but they 
had to have certain clearances in getting the bars into the 
slots; those clearances were absorbed by expansion or the 
insulation, with the result that they had always got a certain 
amount of, not clearance exactly, but elasticity in the 1nsula- 
tion. The insulation swelled, there was no question about 
that, but they must also remember that even with mica (and 
mica there had a very great advantage over any other insula- 
tion that could e used because the copper could slide in the 
mica) although it might be ever so tizhtly pressed, they had 
not got the same grip on the copper that they would get 
with any fibrous material; practical experience would show 
that there was not much danger from expansion. They had 
to consider actual operating conditions and specify machines 
accordingly. Though the standardisation rules had been 
accepted by American manufacturers they did not work to 
them. The only reference in the paper to water-wheel genera- 
tors Was the fact that certain. coils. were taken from these 
machines. They were not intended as an example of how turbo. 
generator coils should be taken; they were simply taken 
because they happened to be there and were useful for experi- 
ment. There was nothing but mica from the bar copper to 
the outside, so that the limits which held good for the insula- 
tion to ground would also hold good for the insulation between 
turns, and it was far more important to have mica insulation 
on the individual turns because that was the position of hot 
spots in connection with the copper. Concerning the influence 
of temperature on paper, at least one manufacturing com- 
pany in America did not use paper, but varnish, and break- 
downs were very few indeed. With regard to the expansion 
of the core bolt, the core was elastic, and it would expand 
far more than the bolt; the expansion of the bolt was not 
very much. There was a temperature gradient from the 
copper to the core, and a very considerable one; therefore. 
the core temperature was very much lower than the actual 
copper temperature. He was quite satisfied that it wes 
correct. that an efficient machine with a high temperature 
required a smaller filter, instead of a larger one; total losses 
must be less if they could get a higher efficiency out of a 
given machine. Mr. Sills suggested that they should use a 
high. temperature limit for machines which had to meet foreign 
competition and keep to low temperature limits on machines 
for use at home; from a manufacturing point of view this was 
not practicable. ‘ Where have vou built machines similar 
to this? Where can we see them? " were the first questions 
British engineers asked, and engineers were not so verv 
different in other parts of the world. When they used mica, whv 
should they stick to temperature limits which were obviously 
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laid down for machines constructed with other material? It 
was not the same thing at all. If they had the material to 
withstand the higher temperature he thought it was up to 
everybody to use it to some extent. There was not the 
slightest doubt that the further they went the more mica 
would be used in the construction of electrical machinery. 
Probably the day would come when they would use porani 
but mica, or perhaps by that time they would have foun 
something even better than mica. 


SOME SPECIAL LIGHTING FITTINGS, 


THB ANTI-BREAK " LAMP ECONOMISER. 


THERE has always been, and more especially so under present 
conditions with the life of lamps shorter than it might be, a 
drawback to the universal use of high-efficiency metallic-fila- 
ment lamps. That is, the fragile nature of the filament 
results in a reduction of the length of life of the lamps even 
when they are subjected to the slightest vibration, and when 
any perceptible vibration, or liability to shock, exists it is 
often impossible to use them, as the cost of their renewal 
might outweigh the advantages accruing from their use. 

It is for the purpose of overcoming the above-mentioned 
and similar problems that the ‘‘ Anti-break ° lamp econo- 
miser (Ross patents) has been designed. The device, as 
already illustrated in our pages,* takes the form of a disk 
composed of two concentric rings connected by a plurality 
of strips of phosphor bronze gauze cut on the bias with 
the warp and weft strands disposed obliquely, so that the 
diagonal of the mesh runs in the direction of the length of 
the strip. The gauze strands are-firmly fixed at their ends 
to the inner and outer rings of the disk; there is no actual 
connection between the two rings, the inherent friction of 
the weft and warp carrying the weight of the lamp and 
holder. A suspension is thus provided which is inert to the 
transmission of vibration as there are no wires running direct 
from the outer fitting to the suspended lamp, through which 
vibration can pass; in other words, the interrupted mesh of 
the gauze strips destroys, or damps out, the waves of vibration 
before they reach the fragile filament. At the same time the 
lamp is held rigidly in place, and even under the most severe 
shock the natural resilience of the disk damps the wring, or 
rebound, owing to the interwoven mesh, and prevents the 
filament being destroyed. | 

The device, owing to the corrugated nature of the warp 
strands interwoven with weft strands, is exceedingly strong, 
and possesses the further advantage that it is not affected by 
the heat of the lamp or atmospheric conditions. It has been 
tested under vibration from running machinery in engine 
rooms, over propellers on board ship, and under vibration 


Fics. 1 AND 2.—Ross ANTI-VIBRATION 
DISKS. 


set up by a pneumatic hammer on a steel plate. to which the 
fittings have been attached, and it has been subj 
are pau oara mA vessels. ae un 
In practice it is found desirable to use two of the i- 
vibration disks rigidly connected together as l 
figs. 1 and 2. in order to prevent the sway which otherwise 
would take place with the long gasfilled lamps; provision may 
be made for focusing the lamp if required. and the Engineer- 
ing & Lighting Equipment Co., Ltd.. claims that gratifying 


* Exec. Rev., Feb. 7th, 1919, p. 148. 


Fie. 3.—'' TIL BUR " 
SHIPYARD FITTING. 


results have attended on the development of the Ross anti- 
vibration disks for use with gasfilled-lamp fittings. An im- 
portant city in the north of England has found in actua! use 
that gasfilled lamps suspended from tramway poles have 
shown 100 per cent. longer hours of burning when fitted 
with the device. Moreover, numerous fittings are being 
used on jib and travelling cranes, and in other positions 
where hitherto it has been impossible to employ gasfilled 
lamps with any degree of reliability. 

For instance, in fig. 3 is shown the Tilbury " lamp, which 
it is claimed was the first cargo vessel fitting to use a gastilled 
lamp; this is becoming popular in shipyards, and when the 
rough usage to which such fittings are subjected in shipyards 
is considered, it will be appreciated that the anti-vibration 
attachment must be doing its work well. An alternative to 
the single lamp fitting is the Shiplight,“ fig. 4, which is 
provided with several b.c. lampholders mounted on anti- 


Fic. 6.—'' DEFIANCE " FuME-TIGHT FITTING. 


break ” disks, and is supplied already wired and provided with 
e brass terminals for connection to the existing supply 
cables. 

A further application is the '' Keelite," fig. 5, which has 
been specially designed for the purpose of projecting a flood 
light on to the keel of a vessel when in dry dock, where the 
Standard practice is to clamp the fitting on to any convenient 


stanchion wherever a light may be required, and it will 


be noticed that the top of this fitting is provided with a ball 
and socket universal joint so as to allow of the lamp being 
tilted in any direction that may be required. 

The Defiance fitting, fig. 6, is appropriately named, 
since it has been designed for use in cases where it is essen- 
tial to provide a water or fume- tight lamp, such as in chemical 
works or in ships' stoke holds where oil fuel is used, and 
where fumes of a dangerous nature may be encountered. 
It consists of a solid cast-iron top having radiating fins both 
inside and out, the opalescent globe being held in a V chan- 
nel ring, and is thoroughly gas-tight throughout. It has 


been found on actual test, we are informed, that the above- 
mentioned fins provide a sufficiency of radiation, and no 


Fia. 5.—'' KEELITE " 


Fid. 4.—'' SHIPLIGHT ”’ 
CLUSTER FITTING. 


undue deterioration of the gasfilled lamp has been notice. 

This type of fitting is used by the British Cellulose & Chemie 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd.. and it is also used for lighting the 
engine room of the s.s. Aquitania. Finally, it might be 
mentioned that the '' Bradford " lamp, as its name implies 
1s used for colour-matching purposes by woollen manufac- 
turers and in dye works. It consists of a suitable lantern 
in which are fitted three specially tinted glass screens through 
which the light of a gasfilled lamp is filtered, and it is claimed 


that the resultant light, in effect, is 
north light. — | is as near as possible to 


FLOOD-LIGHT PROJECTOR. 
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ELECTRIC TRACTION. 
Sik PHILip Dawson's VIEWS. : 


An extremely instructive lecture on the above subject was 
delivered by Sir Philip Dawson to the senior students of the 
Faraday House Electrical Engineering College, on February 
rd. Mr. G. W. Partridge (an old Faradian) occupied the 
chair, and in introducing Sir Philip explained that the 
latter had had unique opportunities of studying the subject, 
as he had inspected practically every electrified railway system 
in Europe and America. Moreover, as he spoke three or four 
languages fluently, he was able to discuss technical matters 
With engineers of various nationalities, and so obtain first-hand 
data. "here was no doubt tbat the near future would see 
an enormous development of electric traction in this country; 
the Brighton railway was to be extended to the coast, and 
the Great Eastern Co.’s system would also be converted before 
long. It was gratifying to know that the electrical engineer 
to the L.B. & S.C. Railway was an old Faradian, and it was 
not too much to hope that another Faradian would be put 
in charge of the Great Eastern Co.’s system. A point that 
should never be forgotten was that it was worse than useless 
to attempt to consider any railway electrification scheme from 
the engineering point of view if the commercial standpoint 
was neglected. „ s 

Sir Philip Dawson regarded it as the duty of all experienced 
engineers to assist the younger generation by every means 
in their power; it was only by so doing that the young men 
could hope to compete with their rivals. He had come in 
contact with engineers of all nationalities during the 30 years 
he had been connected with electric traction in its various 
phases, but he was always prepared to back his countrymen. 
Tramway electrification had reached the end of its develop- 
ment, and would provide comparatively little work for manu- 
facturers in the future, whereas railway electrification had 
only jüst begun, and there was an enormous amount of work 
to be done. 

There were two main systems, viz., d.c. at from 600 to 
3,000 volts, and a.c. single-phase at any pressure up to 16,000 
volts. An a.c. 3-phase system was used on the Continent by 
the aid of split-phase loccmotives, but now regeneration was 
possible with all three systems, and the latter one had lost 
its particular usefulness. Standardisation was very useful, 
but if carried too far it might result in more harm than good 
being done; in that connection the report of the Advisory 
Committee to the Ministry of Transport must be considered as 
reasonable, and the L.B. & S.C. system was wisely to be 
retained so as to accumulate data and experience, especially 
as no min line had as vet been electrified in this country. 
Jt was very unwise to slam the door in the face of improve- 
ment as France had done, and the lecturer read an extract 
from an eminent American engineer's letter expressing the 
opinion that France bad gone too far in standardising the 
h.p. d.c. system. Such procedure could only mean one of 
two things at the present early stage, t.c., either the en- 
gineers responsible were not capable of differentiating between 
the advantages of various systems for the particular railway to 
be converted, or else manufacturers of certain classes of 
equipment wished to exclude all competitors. Actually each 
line to be electrified should be considered on its merits, and 
a system chosen which would best suit the particular con- 
ditions. Nearly every country on the Continent was con- 
sidering the subject at the moment, but none intended to 
standardise to the degree that France had done, and in the 
U.S.A. they were of the opinion that they could not standardise 
until more experience had been gained; they were accord- 
ingly developing various systems at the same time. Of course, 
in some countries the problem could be easily settled, in 
Belgium, for example, where the distance between towns was 
short, the traffic dense, and the lines comparatively short, 
the d.e. system would probably be the best to adopt. The 
whole thing resolved itself into terms of capital, working. 
and maintenance costs; railway electrification was a financial 
problem entirely, and all the best engineering in the world 
would not make a scheme a success if it was not sound com- 
niercially and. financially. 

An important point that required settlement was the per- 
missible p.d. in an earth return system. but that subject was 
now being considered by the Ministry. of Transport's Advisory 
Committee, of which the lecturer was a member. Interfer- 
ence with telegraph and telephone circuits had been made too 
much of a bogy in the past; on the Brighton line and in 
Sweden it had been eliminated entirely, but there again it 
was a question whether the cost could be justified. 

The lecturer emphasised the fact that the whole problem 
was a financial one, pointing out that before the war the cost 
of electricity consumed equalled 50 per cent. of the total cost 
of operating an electric railway, and it would. therefore, be 
appreciated that energy must be sunplied as cheaply as pos- 
sible. A full train starting from Victoria station might re- 
quire as much as 2,000 amperes, and he was giving away no 
secret when he stated that the Electricity Commissioners 
realised that of the total amount of electricity that would 
he produced in the provisionally-delinited London and Home 
Counties Electricity. District half would be consumed bv the 
railways. The Brighton railway would require between 40,000 


and 50,000 kW on the three-hour basis, while the Great 
Eastern Co.'s system would invoive a generating station of 
about 150,000 kW capacity; railway electrification would, 
therefore, result in the consumption of large amounts of power 
which would have to be supplied by stations of large size. 
For a large railway system the load factor could be taken as 
4U per cent., and for London the diversity factor was only a 
few per cent., but there was really nothing in the latter. 

The lecturer next dealt with power-house design, pointing 
out that steam pressure would be increased to 350 lb. per 
sq. in., and that there was no advantage in installing in- 
dividual turbo-generator sets of too large a size, and then 
passed on to the subject of cables. Sir Philip mentioned that 
the American G.E.C. hoped shortly to produce a 3-core h. p. 
cable, but, personally, he preferred to use three single-core 
cables without any protective devices; such devices were only 
needed to disconnect the generators, modern cable being able 
to withstand any surges that might arise. That view had 
been confirmed on the Continent where three single-core cables 
had been laid underground in concrete ducts. They had 
recently tested pieces of the 30,000-volt, 25-cycle, single-core 
cable that was supplied for the Brighton railway system, and 
it had withstood a pressure of 200,000 volts at 50 cycles for 
three hours, after being under water for 24 hours, without 
showing anf signs of breakdown. Moreover, a similar piece 
of cable after being wound on a drum, having a diameter 12 
times that of the cable, six times in one direction and six 
in the other, had withstood 175,000 volts for 5 minutes. 

After discussing the relative costs of transformers, switch- 
gear, and cable for 30.000 and 00,000 volts and higher pres- 
sures, Sir Philip explained that experience had shown that 
very much less trouble was encountered when using h.p. than 
l.p. lines, Which was due to the fact that higher mechanical 
and electrical safety factors were allowed, and that the lines 
themselves were relied upon to withstand surges and not the 
so-called safety devices. For h.p. work the generators would 
probably be connected solidly to the transformers and the two 
regarded as a single unit. 

In conclusion, the lecturer enumerated some of the advan- 
tages that electrification resulted in: 200 per cent. more traffic 
could be dealt with without any increase in expense for the 
provision of more lines, &c. The use of multiple unit motor- 
cur trains for suburban work enabled the size of the trains to 
be varied so as to suit the number of passengers that re- 
quired transporting, and a more frequent service could be 
run. Further, traffic was created in the middle of the day 
because passengers did not have to trouble about time-tables, 
and they knew they could catch a train at any time. How- 
ever, the most economical operation would not be secured 
unless the whole of the line was completely electrified. Some 
large goods vards in America had been electrified and were 
operating quite satisfactorily. The J. B. & S.C. Co. had ex- 
perimented in that direction, and had found that the average 
shunting speed of a steam locomotive was only 2.5 m.p.h., 
whereas by using a passenger motor car for the same purpose 
the speed could be increased to at least 5 m.p.h. An electric 
locomotive consumed no energy while it was standing idle, 
neither was there any deterioration of fire bars, &c.; it did 
not require coal and water to be carried about; the average 
speed could be increased, and heavier loads could be hauled; 
a constant torque and better adhesive load could be obtained. 

The limit of size of steam locomotives had been reached at 
about 3,000 ij.h.p on account of boiler considerations, but 


electric locomotives had been built which developed 8,000 1.h.p. 


each, and that was by no means the limit. A saving in work- 
ing expenses resulted from the fact that a smaller number of 
electric locomotives was required to do the work, and the 
cost of building a railway track could be reduced because in- 
creased gradients could be allowed. 

Sir Philip covered the ground comprehensively, and ended 
his lecture by showing lantern slides which illustrated the 
various electric railway systems in America and on the Con- 
tinent. 


German Trade Activity in India.—Gradually the anti- 
pathy against German goods and German methods of business dis- 
played during the war seems to be disappearing. The figures 
issued by the Director of Statistica in India regarding the extent of 
Indian trade with Germany show that that country is beginning to 
make a bid to secure the hold on the Indian market that she had 
before the war. and that she is succeeding to a large extent. It is 
strange, but true. that in the Indian bazaars a German-made article 
is often preferred to a British article. the rewon probably being 
that German goods have a repntation for cheapness. ‘The present 
rate of exchange enables the German importer to sell many things, 
in the making of which the Germans have specialised. at prices 
which are lower than thore of any other country and stil! yield 
him a handsome profit. The shopkeeper in the Indian bazaar 
appears to be under the impreanion that to say an article is made 
in Germany is to give it the hall mark of value. Inthis connection 
a point worth noting is that German goods are now ousting 
from the Indian market the produce of Japan which, during the 
war, supplanted Germany as the principal provider of the many 
cheap trifles which find such a ready sale in Indis.—4/nd'!an 
Textile Journal. 
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The Real Wealth of Nations, or A New Civilisation and its 
Economic Foundations. By Joun S. HECHT, Fellow of the 
Royal Economic Society. Pp. ix+330. London: George 
G. Harrap & Co., Ltd. 1920. Price 15s. net. 


The science of economics, as Mr. Hecht remarks several 

tunes in the course of his book, is sometimes called '' the dismal 
science." The perusal of the work, while giving rise to some 
doubt in our mind as to the strict applicability of the term 

science, in no way invalidates the complete appropriateness 
of the adjective. There is probably no subject, with the pos- 
sible exception of religion, which has produced, in the minds 
of really earnest and capable students, so many conclusions, 
the variety of which is only equalled by the passionateness of 
ve 8 with which they are held, urged, and main- 
ained. 

There can be no two opinions as to the thought and effort 
that Mr. Hecht has put into the writing of The Heal Wealth 
of Nations. As the carefully considered views of one who would 
seem, by his distinction, to be qualified to write on the 
subject, the book is well worth reading. Everyone will find 
in it something with which he can agree, and everyone will 
also find a great deal of controversial matter. Engineers, who 
are first and foremost trained brain-workers, will at once 
accept the statement that, of themselves, neither capital nor 
labour, nor the two of them together, can produce wealth at 
all, and that only when they are harnessed to brains and skill 
can they become productive. 

Summed up, the book is an attempt to prove that only by 
means of an adequate system of protection can a country be 
really wealthy. Protection enables the development of infant 
industries to be carried out. The adequate system amounts 
to prohibition, nothing less bringing about the object Mr. 
Hecht desires. Subsidiary questions, which used to be con- 
sidered of some importance, are dismissed as not mattering 
at all, and certainly we have by now become so used to the 
depreciation of the purchasing power of money that to press 
the process farther by making it impossible for foreign imports 
to reduce the price paid for goods will only be another straw 
on the back of the patient beast of burden who has to bear 
the load. We shall be told that we have not read the book; 
that it is explained that the real trouble arises out of our 
having come to think of value in terms of money. We appre- 
ciate all that, and we quite see that money is an imperfect 
standard. But unfortunately, it is the only one available. 
We are compelled to realise that we have to deal with facts 
as they are, and not as we would have them be. There is 
really very little practical advantage to bé gained by consider- 
ing what would happen if Peter grew nothing but potatoes 
and Arthur grew nothing but artichokes, and they wanted to 
barter. There is not going to be a new civilisation, and Mr. 
Hecht may as well make up his mind to it first as last. We 
shall have to go on with the one we have got, and do our best 
to improve it. 

The effective criticism of such a book as this would involve 
the writing of another one of equal length ; and then no doubt 
the author would sit down and write a third, so that we might 
go on, past the point to which Touchstone takes the ethics 
of controversy, until we reached those sublime heights where 
dwell Mr. Ernest Newman and Mr. Edwin Evans, whose 
musical criticisms result in, if they do not aim at, the unend- 
ing provision of material for the mutual disparagement ot each 
other's intelligence, so that one really wonders at the patience 
of those who have to provide space for their publication. 

It is not correct to suppose the cost of production .of any 
given article as constant, and consisting of the necessaries of 
life of the producer and his dependents. Standardisation and 
production of large quantities in properly equipped factories 
make the cost of production follow a law of the character 
y-mzr-c, the constant representing overhead charges, which 
d'minish per article as the number of articles produced in- 
creases. While we are mentioning laws, we would point 
out that it is of no avail to rail against the so-called law of 
supply and demand "'' as if it were of man's deliberate making. 
When a legislature makes a law, it says, in effect: We would 
have things thus and 80; and we will pass a law to compel 
people to act in such a way that things shall be thus and so." 
A scientific law, however, i8 a statement founded upon observa- 
tion of a number of relevant cases, from which it has been 
observed so frequently that certain results follow certain causes, 
that it may reasonably be assumed that the same result will 
alwavs follow when the same things are done. A scientific 
law is nothing but a theory, and it has been found, not in- 
frequently, that the increase of knowledge makes a theory 
untenable, as in the case of the phlogiston theory. We fear 
that it is unlikely that any increase of human wisdom will 
bring about any result other than that when things are scarce 
people will charge more for them. 

Mr. Hecht opens with a set of what he calls '' the real 
axioms of economics." There are 31 of them. To be an axiom, 
a truth should be self-evident, neither requiring proof nor 
capable of it, but serving as a foundation for future reasoning. 
This is not the case with the majority of Mr. Hecht’s axioms, 
some of which are more than arguable, while hardly any are 
self-evident. However, Mr. Hecht speaks throughout in an 
er cathedra manner, and sets forth his definitions with an air 
of infallibility, while dismissing the dictionary definition of 


economics as merely the personal opinion of the dictionary 


compiler "; whereas the fact is that even the youngest com- 


piler of a dictionary must be guided, to quite a considerable 
extent, by the precedents established by those who were earlier 
in the field. Thus we are told, for instance, that wealth is 
something that exists. Mr. Hecht will have none of the view 
that coal in the ground, for instance, is worth nothing. Yet 
wealth can only result when production exceeds purchasing 
power, which seems to lead to the view that wealth involves 
movement, the doing of work, which, to our thinking, is much 
more reasonable. 

Mr. Hecht has no good word for those engaged in selling 
goods. It is neither a skilful nor an honourable occupation. 
We all suffer, it is true, from the middleman, who too often 
becomes a simple profiteer, neither producing, transporting, 
making available, nor even seeing, the goods out of which 
he takes his toll. But the effective selling of the capacity of 
a factory is no less important than efficient manufacturing 
processes. ‘This is, in actual fact, an age of competition. 
Whether it ought to be so or not is quite another question. 
So when we hear of some factories being on short time, while 
others in the same line are not, it may be taken as certain 
that the selling methods of the short-timers (assuming equally 
efficient manufacturing methods) are at fault, especially when 
the demands of the market are still far from being satisfied. 
And we would observe to Mr. Hecht that, in our view, George 
Stephenson invented the locomotive because he saw there was a 
need for it, a demand value for it; in a word, because he knew 
that if he made it there would be a sale for it. That may not 
sound romantic, but it is true, and there are few inventions 
in the scientific or practical world that have been made for 
any other reason. It is otherwise with works of art. A com- 
poser writes music, a poet poetry, a painter makes pictures, 
because he must, although he hopes to find a market for his 
product when he has completed it, and often thinks very little 
of the intelligence of the world if he fails to do so. 

The truth is, that whether our object be ostensibly that of 
remaking the torn and war-exhausted world, making a new 
civilisation, or merely making the best of things as they are, 
the only course to adopt is to work as hard as possible, pro- 
duce as much as possible, and spend as little as possible. In- 
dividually and collectively, all must play their part, and there 
must be no reliance on Government control, or Government 
regulation of profits, or paternalism of any sort. The world 
is a hard place, but, on the whole, it is not so hard but that 
the man who does his best can get something out of it. 

We find much that is contradictory in the book, and much 
that we cannot accept as true. For instance, the sale of 
luxuries at home is injurious; vet if sold abroad their sale 
may benefit the producing country. Is not this suspiciously 
like the romance of trade at which Mr. Hecht jibes so 
bitterly earlier in his work? The statement criticised is to be 
found on p. 112. Again, on p. 225 we find: Free trade can 
now be recognised through all its disguise as false, artificial, 
selfish, and materialistic. It allows those who are crafty or 
grasping to exploit the helpless . . . while a Protection based 
on the value produced per worker is natural, national, and 
moral . . . Bolshevism, it appears, is not a Russian menace, 
but the logical outcome of the teachings of the Victorian 
economists." This sounds perilously like nonsense. Dean 
Inge finds the genesis of Bolshevism in the ravings of dis- 
illusioned sentimentalists, and this view has at least the merit 
of tallying with the facts as we have all been able to observe 
them since Bolshevism was first established in Russia. 

No, we cannot admit that Mr. Hecht has proved conclu- 
sively that Protection amounting to prohibition is the universal 
panacea for the ills of the troubled world, or even of the 
nation. and a civilisation is more than a national affair. We 
cannot do away with nationalitv--for ourselves, we do not 
want to do so, and have very little use for internationalism as 
a policy—but Mr. Hecht says in his subtitle that he is out 
for a new scheme of things, so he ought not to limit it to 
individual nations. He will not get any nearer than Omar 
Khayvam to shattering it to bits, and then remoulding it 
nearer to the heart's desire, and particularly it may be con- 
fidently said that he has not helped us very far along the road 
by his recommendations. X. 


Aluminium: Its Manufacture, Manipulation, and Marketing. 
By Grorar Mortimer, M.Inst.Met. Pn. viii 152. Lon- 
don: Sir Isaac Pitman & Sons, Ltd. 1920. Price 9s. 6d. 
net. 


This little volume is one of Pitiman's Common Commodities 
and Industries Series. It fills a distinct gap in technical hand- 
books, and it fills it decidedly well, because the author ntilises 
the small space at his disposal not in wearisome repetition of 
facts already published ad nauseam, but in giving a great deal 
of matter known only to the expert. and what he does give 
us is reallv interesting and useful. Thus in the laudablv brief 
account of the production af the metal, emphasis is laid on 
those details of electric furnace construction and operation 
which make all the difference between success and failure, and 
not on vague generalities leading nowhere. In this connection 
we are usefully reminded that the electrolvtic recoverv of 
aluminium looks beautifully simple and straightforward on 
paner. but nevertheless its successful commercial operation 
calls for the utmost care and vigilance, both as regards choice 
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of suitably pure material and in the regulation of the many 
delicate operations involved. ö 
Ihe chapter on Alloys of Aluminium and their Treatment 
is a highly-condensed résumé, full of useful information and 
some valuable tables, while the following chapter, '' Hints on 
Working with Aluminium," will be found extremely helpful 
by the average engineer; the section on '' Soldering ” is par- 
ticularly excellent, and for practical purposes it exhausts the 
subject. This completes Part I of the book, entitled From 
Clay to Consumer.” 

The second half deals with Applications“; namely, in 
automobiles and aircraft, in the chemical industry and alumino- 
thermics, and in the electrical industry, and again the author 
has covered a wide field in an extremely small space. Under 
the third heading the reminder that, nearly 20.000 tons of 
aluminium (equivalent to double the quantity of copper) are 
employed on overhead transmission alone, serves to indicate 
the importance of this use of aluminium. During the war 
the Germans used aluminium for winding generators and 
transformers. This use can scarcely become normal, but for 
bus bars and connections aluminium is frequently becoming 
a serious competitor of copper. Here rise in temperature is one 
of the determining factors, and the greater area of radiation 
afforded by aluminium gives it & manifest advantage. 

Another electrical application of aluminium of special in- 
terest is its use in winding magnet and other coils. The 
presence of the oxide film enables a pressure of } volt to be 
safely withstood between turn and turn, and it is therefore 
possible to use bare wire for this purpose, so long as there is 
insulation between the layers. 

These and numerous other examples that might be quoted 
show how great a field still remains open for aluminium to 
enter successfully, and we commend this little book to en- 
gineers as much for its suggestiveness in this connection as 
for the direct usefulness of the practical information with 
which it is crowded. 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 
(NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 


Compiled expresely for this journa! by Massa. Szrrow-Jowss, O' Dau ano 
Srapuzns, Chartered Patent Agents, 885, High Holborn, London, W. C. 1. 


1921. 


70. ‘ Annunciators, &c." E. A. Graham. February 10th. 

72. Automatic, &c., telephone systems.“ Relay Automatic Telephone 
o., Ltd. February 10th. (Sweden, February llth, 1920.) 

4,777. '' Electro-mechanically controlled telephone system." F. Aldendorff 
British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 


Wa +a 


and H. Baron (Aldendorff). February 10th. 
4.778. Magnetoclectric machines.” 

and A. P. Young. February 10th. 
4.801. Electrical apparatus." E. L. W. Byrne. February 11th. 
4,810. Supports for incandescent electric lamps." T. Clark. February 

4.855. Electric motors ſor talking machines.“ J. T. Sibley. February 


4.858. Manufacture of electrodes.“ W. G. Michel. February IIth. 

4.865. Measuring unbalance." Western Electric Co. (Western Electric 
Co., (Inc.). February 11th. 

4.889. Road vehicle electric lamps." A. G. Curnow and Howes and 
Burley, Ltd. February llth. 

4,896. “ Arrangement of insulators of precipitating installations." E. R. 
Marks (Siemens-Schuckertwerke) and Siemens-Schuckertwerke. February 11th. 

4.807. Arrangement of high-tension insulators of electric precipitating 
installations." — Siemens-Schuckertwerke. February llth. (Germany, Feb- 
ruary llth, 1920.) 

4,900/1. '' Magnetic chucks.” Taft-Pierce Manufacturing Co. 
llth. (United States, November 5th, 1914) 

4.904. '' Electron discharge devices." British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 
(General Electric Co.). and General Electric Co. February lth. 

4.907. Radio signalling svstems, &c." Radio Communication Co., Ltd., 
and J. Scott-Taggart. February 11th. 

4,917. '' Telephone transmitters." A. F. Sykes. February 11th. 

4,950. “ Junction boxes." A. P. Rutherford. February 12th. 

4.958. Connection system for electric transformers." G. Campos. Feb- 
ruary 12th. (Italy, February 12th, 1920.) 

4.359. “ Electro-magnetic tractor." C. J. Coleman. February 12th. 

4.064. Automatic fuse indicator.“ F. G. Dunn. February 12th. 

4.990. Electric motors." H. F. Ponsford. February 12th. 

4.995. '' Electron discharge devices." A. C. Bartlett and General Electric 
Co., Ltd. February 12th. 

4.007. Switches.“ N. Pemberton-Billing. February 12th. 

4.998. “Temperature indicators.“ British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 
(General Electric Co.), and General Electric Co. February 12th. 

5,001. Coils for electrical transformers." British Electric Transformer 
Co.. Ltd., and J. Roothaan. February 12th. 

5.007. “ Tubular wall plugs." J. J. Rawlings and Rawlplug Co., Ltd. 
February 12th. " 

5.014. '' Electric lamp holder." W. M. Strickland. February 12th. 

5.015. “ Reduction of interference in wireless telegraphy and telephony." 
H. Morri«-Airev, L. G. Preston, and G. Shearing, February 12th. 

5.026. '' Microphonic sound boxes for telephones, gramophones, &c." F. P. 
Fry. February 14th. 

5.031. '' Electric conductors for internal wiring of buildings." D. S. 
Munro, February 14th. 
71 8 “ Electric plug and socket couplings." J. A. Crabtree. February 

th. 

5.050, “Interchangeable electric holder adaptor." W. M. 
February 14th. 

5.059.  '' Appliance for detecting or measuring electric currents.“ J. K. 
Catterson-Smith and C. W. Stopford. February 14th. 

5.095. '' Measurement of polyphase electric currents.“ Metropolitan-Vickers 
Electrical Ca.. Ltd. February 14th. (United States, February 13th, 1920.) 

5.006. * Electrical measuring devices for polyphase circuits." Metropolitan- 
Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. February 14th. (United States, February 13th, 
1:20 ) 

5. 100. „ Electric lamp holders." G. F. Ostins. February 14th. 

5.102. „ Electric live wires or conductors." D. Adamson. February 14th. 

5.107. “ Transformer rectifier using both halves of the alternating current 
waves." Thorpe Electric Corporation. February l4th. (France, December 
23rd. 1920.) 

5.112. *'' Electro-deposition of metals.” British Thomson-Houston Co., 
Ltd. (General Flectric Co). and General Flectric Co. February 14th. 

5.194. “ Dead cable indicator." H. McCrudden. February 14th. 

5.134. „ Pre-heater for air in furnace plants, &c." Allgemeine Elektrici- 
tats-Ges. and F. Münzinger. February 14th. 


February 


Strickland. 


91,899, 1919, and 23,724, 1919.) UE 


5.133. Heat exchanging apparatus." Allgemeine Elektricitats-Ges. and 
F. Munzinger. February 14th. 

5.139. Electric contact devices." J. W. Walker. February 14th. 

5,144. Terminal pieces for electric conductors." H. B. Cornish. Feb- 
ruary 15th. 

5.145. Electric switches." H. B. Cornish. February 15th. 

5,170. ''Anti-vibration devices for supports of electric lamps, &c." E. E. 
Hopwood and Wardle Engineering Co., Ltd. February löth. 

5,173. “Circuits for magnifying or transforming changes of voltage or 
current," W. H. Eccles and W. A. Leyshon. February 15th. 

5.201. “ Magnetos." G. Gibson, H. C. Heckman, and A, E. Smith. 
February Lith. 

5206. Alternating current relay." F. B. Dehn (Takamine Commercial! 
Corporation) and Takamine Commercial Corporation, February 15th. 

5.210. '' Holders for electric incandescent lamps." A. Mead and 
Mead & Jeffery, Ltd. February 10th. 

5.211. Electric incandescent lamps." A. G. Mead and Mead & Jeffery, 
Ltd. February 15th. 

5,216. Dynamo-electric machines." A. H. Midgley and C. A. Vandervell 
and Co., Ltd. February 15th. 

5,217. “ Electric switchboards for motor cars, motor boats, &c." A. H. 
Midgley and C. A. Vandervell & Co., Ltd. February lóth. 

5.223. Thermo-electric heat accumulating cooking stoves.“ S. Cristiani 
and S. Sacerdote. February 15th. 

5,931. “ Generation of high-frequency SMS electric currents.” E. 
F. W. Alexanderson and British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. February 15th. 

5,2232. “ Radio-transmitting systems.“ E. F. W. Alexanderson and British 
Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. February 15th. 

5,235. '' Electric light pendants.” J. E. Barber, H. M. Burr, and W. F. 
Merry. February 15th. 

5.239. “ Cut-out for electric circuits." K. Kellendorfer. February 15th. 

5.246. "Mercury, &c., vapour electric lamps." F. Reynolds and Silica 
Syndicate, Ltd. February 15th. 

5,244. '' Measuring length of electric waves." J. S. E. Townsend. Feb- 
ruary 15th. 

5,259. “ Electrical transmission systems." A. M. Taylor. February 16th. 

5286. “ Electric globes or tubes for use as advertising signs, &c." F. 
Oppalfens. February 16th. 

5,293. ‘Wireless. &c., telegraphy and telephony." H. T. Moores and 
E. E. Stewart. February 16th. 

5.349. “ Incandescent electric. lamps.“ C. E. Newman. February 16th. 

5.341. “ Electric switches." C. A. Damey. February 16th. 

5.345. '' Protective devices for electric distribution systems." British 
Thomson-Houston Co,, Ltd., A. S. Fitzgerald, and H. Pearce. February 16th. 
5.347. '' Electric switches." Cutler-Hammer Manufacturin Co. and 
Ivranic Electric Co., Ltd .(Cutler-Hammer Manufacturing Co.). February 
10th. 

5.348. “Electric regulators."  Cutler-Hammer Manufacturing Co. and 
Igranic Electric Co., Ltd. (Cutler-Hammer Manufacturing Co.). February 
16th. 
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PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS, 


The numbers in parsatheses are those under which the speelfications will Be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent.proceedinge will be takes. 


2914. 


Tis " Electric gasfilled glow discharge lamps." Lederer. May 19th 
1913. $ 


1919. 


9.316. Wireless receiving and transmitting apparatus.” J. Erskine- 
Murray and J. Robinson. April llth, 1919. (159.0050 

15.937. Methods of and means for obtaining alternating currents of any 
eriodicity from existing systems of different periodicity." A. M. Taylor. 
fune 25th, 1919. (Addition to 151,294, cognate applications 17,384, 1919 


18.634. Thermionic valves.” L. 
(158.011.) 

19.167. “ Magnetic cores for dynamo-electric machine, transformers, electro- 
magnets, and the like.” W. A. A. Burgess. August 2rd, 1919. (158,013.) 

24,640. “ Cooling of transformers and other electrical apparatus." British 
Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (General Electric Co.). October 8th, 1919. 
158,027. 

' 23.438 *" Renewal of the filaments in metal filament electric lamps." S. 
Coxon and W. A. Williams. October 17th, 1919. (158.034.) 

25.815. Controllers for electric motors." British Thomson-Houston Co., 
Ltd. (General Electric Co.). October 21st, 1919. (158,045) 

25.817. Electric ignition systems for internal-combustion engines.“ M. A. 
Codd. October 21st, 1919. (158.046.) 

25.999. Means for supporting electrical conduits and cables, pipes, rods, 
and the like." L. R. Lee. October 23rd, 1919. (158.059.) 

25.016. Electrically operated horns for motor vehicles." G. Frecheville. 
Octoher 23rd, 1919. (Addition to 153.038.) (158.060.) 

26,165. “ Controllers for electric motors." British Thomson-Houston Co., 
Ltd. (General Electric Co.) October 24th, 1919. (158,067.) 

26.199. Electric torches.” A. A. King. October 25th, 1919. October 
95th, 1919. (158.070.) 

96.9323. “ Electrically heated cooking utensils.” N. C. Joseph. October 
95th, 1919. (158,073.) 

26.279. “ Form of thermo-electric measuring instrument." C. M. R. Balbi. 
October th. 1919. (158,076.) 

96.313. '' Ventilation and cooling of electrical or other machines." K. 
Baumann and Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. October 27th, 1919. 
158,081. 
or Ventilation and cooling of electrical or other machines." J. E. 
Jolly and Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. October 27th, 1919. 
158.082. 

) 20.32 u Production of aluminium nitride bv electrically-generated heat.“ 
Armour Fertiliser Works. Julv 10th, 1919. (146.919.) 

26.347. '' Means for controlling the transmission of electrical impulses.” 
Svkes Interlocking Signal Co., Ltd., and W. R. & R. W. Tarrant. October 
27th. 1919. (Cognate application, 8.897, 1920.) (158,085.) 

26.488. '' High frequency alternators,” E. F. W. Alexanderson. November 
Ath. 1918. (134,830.) 

97 R04. “ Electromagnets for magnetising permanent magnets.” A. Luz». 
February Ist. 1918. (135.188.) : 

29.813. Telephone systems." Automatic Telephone Manufacturing Co., 
Ltd.. and G. W. Fivnn. November 29th, 1919. (158.141.) 

30.396. '' Magneto-electric machines." C. E. P. Julien and „B. Wolkoff. 
Aucust 27th, 1919. (150,296.) . 

32.790, “Electrolytic gas generators." I. H. Levin. December 3Ist, 1919. 
(158,148.) : 


McDougald. July 28th, 1919. 


1920. 


509. “Limit switches for controlling electric motors.“ E. T. Caparn. 
January 7th. 1920. (158.150.) . 
4.950. “Control mechanism for electric cars provided with pneumatic 
brakes," Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing Co. February 18th, 1919. 
139.191. 

srr s Circuit breakers with automatic variation of the ignition for 
internal-combustion engines.” J. E. Tuscher. February 26th, 1920. (158.157.) 
16.064. '' Production of high unidirectional voltages from an alternating 
voltae, Stemens-Schuckertwerke Ges. May 15th, 1918. (Addition to 
142,465.) (145,029.) 
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No. 2,259. 


THE ELECTRICITY DISTRICT 
INQUIRIES. | 


Ara recent company meeting, Mr. George Balfour, 
M.P., gave a staggering figure for the cost of the inquiry: 
Which took place at Liverpool in January; he said he 
had ascertained that this amounted to not less than 
£40,000. Up to the present the inquiries have been 
very unpromising, and it seeins that the matter demands 
very serious consideration, in view of the large number 
of inquiries that are pending. In the House of Com- 
mons the question is being pressed whether the holding 
of further inquiries, and the consequently large expendi- 
tures, should not be postponed. This follows on a pre- 
vious question asking why the Electricity Commissioners 
are holding local inquiries to consider schemes for the 
formation of Joint Electricity Authorities, seeing that 
there is no power to finance such authorities at present. 
This question of finance depends, we are told, on the 
Electricity (Supply) (No. 2) Bill being passed. The 
introduction of the Bill has been postponed, and there 
are rumours tlat this is a preliminary to quietly shelv- 
ing it. In any case, every month that passes is likely 
to make the passage of a finance Bill of this kind more 
difficult. At this time, when the need of economy in 
all directions is so apparent, it seems difficult to justify 
the holding of inquiries costing £40,000, when their 
outcome is contingent upon the passage of a somewhat 
controversial Bill which the Government has apparently 
shelved at least for a time. 

Whilst our leaderette last week was being printed, 
Mr. Ll. B. Atkinson, at the annual dinner of the In- 
stitution, was likewise deploring the unsatisfactory out- 
look consequent upon the inquiries which have been 
held, and which reveal so little evidence of that spirit 
of willing co-operation on the part of corporations, com- 
panies, and consumers, which is essential to the success 
of the national scheme for the developinent of electricity 
supply. He, also, pointed out that the schemes put for- 
ward would not carry conviction to the minds of the 
financial experts upon whose collaboration the whole 
structure must eventually be based. If we err, then, we 
err in excellent company when we take a somewhat 
gloomy view of the future of the system of Joint Elec- 
tricity Authorities as generally understood. We pointed 
out, over a year ago, that the opportunity had 
been afforded to the existing authorities to demons- 
trate their good faith and to carry the proposals of 
the Act to a successful issue by hearty co-operation for 
the national welfare—failing that, compulsory powers 
would inevitably'be conferred upon the Electricity Com- 
missioners; Sir John Snell, in December last, repeated 
that warning, as we reported in our issue of Deceniber 
24th, 1920, and this fact was also very seriously em- 
phasised by Mr. Atkinson last week. 

Obviously, to continue holding inquiries at a cost 
of £10,000 a week (and be it noted that the Liverpool 
inquiry was adjourned, and was reopened on ‘Tuesday 
last, to cost, perhaps, another £40,000) would be the 
height of folly unless very valuable results were ob- 
tained; so far there has been no such return for the 
extravagant outlay, unless the writing on the wall be 
an adequate return—the ominous warning that the 
scheme has been numbered, weighed, and found want- 
ing, and that the kingdom is to be divided compul- 
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sorily! No; if the object cannot be attained in this 
way, the sooner we cut our losses and find another way, 
the better. One inquiry has been completed—and the 
Commissioners will have a difficult task to formulate 
a rational decision on the evidence that has been laid 
before them. One is still in progress, and another has 
been begun and promptly deferred sine die. And time 
is flying. 

In December, 1919, the epoch-inaking Act was passed, 
and we surmised that the promised amending Bill 
would not be brought forward until the  Coin- 
missioners had had time to explore the situa- 
tion; we were partly right and partly wrong, 
for it was introduced and dropped; introduced 
again, shorn of its most contentious clauses, and shelved 


—anyhow, no legislative progress has been made since 
1919, and even if the Joint Electricity Authorities are 


brought into existence, they will be powerless until the 
Act is amended and supplemented by further legislation. 
After a lapse of 14 months, the first inquiry was 
opened. In the meantime, with a few notable exceptions, 
the hands of supply authorities have been tied, would-be 
consumers are clamouring for service, unemployment 
is increasing, and the electrical millennium seems as 
far away as ever. The electrification even of suburban 
railways has been similarly held up by the uncertainty 
as to the future of our railway svstem due to Govern- 
ment control, and more recently fresh disturbances have 
been created by the sudden resolve of the Government 
to abandon control. All these factors tend to depress 
the electrical industry and, still more, the industries 
Which it serves. It seems inevitable that whatever the 
Government lays its hand on is paralysed from that, 
moment. 

We have consistently objected to the nationalisation 
of our industries and public services; with the object 
lesson of the telegraphs before us, we issued many warn- 
ings as to the consequences of nationalising the tele- 
phone service, and we have similarly opposed the nation- 
alisation of electricity supply. The alternative that 
we have advocated to the latter is development by com- 
panies under public control, a system which has worked 
most admirably in the United States and elsewhere, and 
which can be made absolutely safe 1f undue exploitation 
is feared. Incidentally, we have seen no evidence that 
the public interests have suffered from the operations 
of the North-East Coast companies, the one example of 
almost unfettered development that this country can 
show—successful, in spite of their being deprived of the 


right to supply in many parts of their area; and there 


no public control has been in force. But we fully ap- 
prove of the provision of such control in some suitable 
form. 

Now that the Joint Electricity Authority inquiries 
are failing to produce the goods," we turn again to 
this system as the most hopeful way of escape fre om the 
threatened impasse. 

We have before us a most illuminating case to illus- 
trate our argument—the report of the Coina ap- 
pointed by the Conference of Local Authorities of the 
West Riding Electricity District, a Committee of eight 
electrical engineers to local authorities which are 
statutory undertakers, appointed to prepare a draft 
scheme for submission to the Electricity Commissioners, 
We give an abstract of the report elsewhere in this 
issue. (In passing, we note that of the 17 authorities 
concerned, only ten voted in favour of the resolution 
advocating that the Authority should consist of elected 
publie representatives—4.e., excluding companies— and 
that the local authorities should accept the financial 
responsibility entailed.) 

This committee agreed that the formation of a Joint 
Electricity Authority was essential, and that it must 
possess full owning and operative powers. Immediately 
the committee came up against the fact that the only 
alternative to this policy was to appoint the Yorkshire 
Electrie Power Co. to be the Authority. . With the can- 
dour of the engineer, unbiased by political considera- 
tions, the committee says:“ From an engineering point 


» 


of view this should prove a most satisfactory arrange- 
ment "'—and it goes on to say that the company already 
possesses the necessary powers for almost the whole of 
the district, and a considerable network of mains in 
existence. If the Electricity (Supply) (No. 2) Biu be- 
caine law, as we pointed out some months ago, a Joint 
Electricity Authority could delegate its powers to the 
company, and would then become an advisory body, 
while the company would be the operative body. This is 
the arrangement preferred by the Committee ; moreover, 
the possibility of representation of the local authorities 
on the directorate of the company in consideration of 
financial support is regarded with favour by the corn- 
mittee, which concludes that such proposals would be 
‘sound from an engineering standpoint." Thus it 
satisfies its collective engineering conscience—and we 
heartily endorse the scheme outlined, every item in 
which has been advocated in our columns. 

But right here the politician butts in; the com- 
mittee recognises that ''the principle of the control of 
publie utility undertakings by local authorities has 
obtained firm root in Yorkshire," and proceeds to de- 
molish the scheme which it has characterised as '' sound 
from an engineering standpoint." It points out that 
the existence of the Power Co. is an insuperable obstacle 
to the operations of a Joint Electricity Authority, owing 
to the rights which Parliament has conferred upon it 
in perpetuity, the duplication of mains. thut would be 
necessary, &c., and concludes that if a Joint Electricity 
Authority is established, it must have the whole of the 
main transmission system in its hands. After studying 
the possibility of representation of the Power Co. on 
the Authority, and finding that such an arrangement 
might confer upon the company a still stronger hold 
on the’ district, the committee concludes that the only 
possible solution is the purchase of the company’s whole 
undertaking and rights, necessarily by negotiation. 
An Inquiry as to its views elicited from the company 
the natural reply that as there was no body in existence 
to treat with, 1t could not discuss the sale of the portion 
of its undertaking concerned, and the committee was 
left to draw the optimistic inference that if such a body 
were constituted the company would be willing to con- 
sider the proposition—a view for which we find no 
basis in the company’s reply. 

That is where the matter stands at present. We have 
dealt with it fully because it is typical of the circum- 
stances 1n numerous other cases, and the point which 
we wish to emphasise is this: That this committee of 
electrical engineers managing supply undertakings (in- 
cluding those of Bradford, Huddersfield, and Leed:) 
deliberately states that the best engineering solution of 
the problem is to entrust the whole business to the hands 
of the existing Power Co., which already possesses tlie 
necessary powers, and to appoint a Joint Electricity 
Authority without operative powers, to act in an advi- 
sory and supervisory capacity. A very similar proposi- 
tion was put forward at Llandudno by the North Wales 
Power Co. It is a solution which we fully approve; 
it would make for efficienev and economy, and would 
ensure the safeguarding of the public interests together 
with the quickest possible progress. It would obviate 
the necessity for holding inquiries at fabulous expense. 
and would enable the engineers to go ahead at once (the 
Yorkshire Power Co., for instance, has important de- 
velopments in haud, which are held up purely by the 
operation of the 1919 Act. just as were those of the 
County of London Co.). Financial difficulties would 
at once disappear—the inquiries have shown how nebu- 
lous are the ideas of the promoters of Joint Electricity 
Authorities on this most important subject, whereas the 
companies can find the money without delay. 

The position of such municipal undertakings as those 
of Manchester and Glasgow., which, like many others of 
importance, have proved highly successful, would call 
for special treatment. We see no reason why thev 
should not continue to develop on the present lines, 
becoming in effect the power companies for the imme- 
diately adjoining areas. 
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As we go to press we learn from our special corre- 
spondent at Liverpool that, directly the Mersey and West 
Lancashire District Inquiry was reopened on Tuesday, 
the representatives of two important municipalities an- 
nounced the withdrawal of their support from the main 
scheme, and deprecated the formation of a Joint Elec- 
tricity Authority. This announcement confirms and 
strengthens the views that we have set forth above. 


THE criticism which has for some time 


. State-aided past been levelled at the Department of 
Industrial Scientific and Industrial Research, that 
Research. its grants to industrial research asso- 


ciations result in commercial firms 
being subsidised by the State, was revived by the 
report of the Development Commission, which was 
published recently. The Development ‘Commission 
has now been in existence for some ten years, and 
when constituted by Mr. Lloyd George, then Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, was granted nearly 
£3,000,000, to be employed in stimulating the 
economic development of the United Kingdom, with 
special reference to certain industries, such as agricul- 
ture, forestry, and fisheries. The important point, how- 
ever, to which we wish to draw attention is that the 
Act of Parliament constituting the Development Fund 
stipulated against giving advances to an association of 
persons or a company trading for profit, and we are 
told that the Commissioners have interpreted the stipu- 
lation in the strictest sense. Having regard to the fact 
that the work of the Development Commissioners deals 
largely with research, it is impossible not to contrast 
the terms of its constitution with the policy adopted by 
the Department of Scientifie and Industrial Research, 
of definitely fostering the establishment of industrial 
research associations, the funds of which are provided 
partly by the State and partly by the particular in- 
dustry. 

This matter can be looked at from several points 
of view. In the first place, the underlying prin- 
ciple of the formation of research associations under 
the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research 
was that every firm engaged in a particular trade should 
join the association, and by its contribution towards the 
funds, benefit by the industrial research work which 
it carried out, with State assistance. Literally, of 
course, this would imply that the State was providing 
money to enable commercial firms 80 to improve their 
processes that they could make greater profits, although, 
alternatively, the argument can be used that the result 
of this State-assisted research work ought to mean im- 
proved working processes, and necessarily a reduction 
in the price of the particular commodity as supplied 
to the public. Whether the one or the other of these 
hypotheses has been given practical effect by the policy 
of the Department of Scientific and Industrial Re- 
search with regard to industrial research associations it 
may, perhaps, fairly be argued that it is too early to 
form a judgment. On the other hand, there is the 
point of view of the firm which, for reasons satisfactory, 
at any rate, to itself, does not see fit to join the Indus- 
trial Research Association. One of the terms of 
the formation of industrial research associations is that 
the results of any research work are to be the property 
of the contributing firms, although other firms in the 

industry not associated can obtain the results by paying 
for thein. 

The original idea of the Industrial Research Associa- 
tions was, in the first place, to co-ordinate research, and 
at the same time to make available to all members of a 
particular industry results which could only otherwise 
be obtained by much overlapping and unnecessary repe- 
tition, leaving it to individual firms, even though 
members of the Association, to make special investiga- 
tions of particular interest to themselves in their own 
way. The terms of the grants made by the Department 
to industrial research associations are that they shall 


continue for five years on a £1 for £1 basis, t.e., that 
for every £l provided by the industry the Department 
shall provide & similar amount, although in at least 
one case the Department has provided £3 for £1, that 
being the glass industry. What the position will be 
at the end of this five years it it not possible 
to say, but the critics of State aid of this char- 
acter cannot be sure of having things all their 
own ^way, because we notice that the Development 
Commissioners have asked for a modification of 
the Act of Parliament under which they work which 
will enable them to proceed on more or less similar lines 
to the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research. 
It seems to us that the real test of the matter is a public 
one, because all members of a particular industry can 
obtain the results of the work of their research associa- 
tion, whether they belong to the association or not. 
On that point there can be no cause for complaint, and 
the real justification for the continuance of State-aided 
industrial research is the production of higher quality 
articles at lower prices to the public. 


THE application for the prolongation 
of the Poulsen patent, of which the hear- 
ing and judgment are recorded else- 
where in this issue, awakens mental 
echoes of the turbulent days through which the art of 
wireless telegraphy was made to pass before the war. 
Then the owners of the patent were moving heaven and 
earth to secure a share in the projected Imperial wireless 
chain, and the system was prominent in the Parlia- 
mentary question list, and in the proceedings of the 
Select Committee of Inquiry into the Post Office con- 
tract with the Marconi Co. But the Poulsen interests 
failed to attain their goal. The war broke out, com- 
mercial wireless development abruptly ceased, and all 
efforts were concentrated on meeting the requirements 
of the Naval and Military authorities; both the Marconi 
and the Poulsen systems were used, some remarkable 
long-distance ‘‘circuits’’ being carried out with the 
latter, and other methods of generating continuous 
waves were also employed. The Poulsen patent expired 
in 1917, and since then the British Post Ofhce has 
adopted the system for some of its long-distance stations ; 
it is also being used on some of the-big ocean liners, 
and has, in fact, acquired a new lease of life since the 
death of the patent. 

The patent rights passed through an METE 
series of adventures during their existence; we need 
not follow their vicissitudes—suffice it to say that they 
finally came into the possession of the Marconi Co., 
which undertook a liability of £150,000 in respect of 
them, and thus acquired for a brief interval a virtual 
monopoly of long-distance wireless telegraphy in this 
country. Naturally the owners sought to revive that 
monopoly, and lodged an application for the extension 
of the patent. Mr. Justice Sargant, however, had 
no difficulty in making up his mind on the matter; he 
pointed out that the war had not prevented the owners 
of the patent from securing capital (per the Marconi 
Co.), and that it had brought them much business from 
Government departments—hence he did not even call 
upon the opponents to state their case. He remarked 
rather caustically that it was strange that an application 
should be made for compensation for loss due to the 
war on behalf of a company which only came into exist- 
ence during the war, and that even if the life of the 
patent were prolonged to the utmost, it would extend 
only to July, 1922; so that it would harass those who 
had made use of the system since the death of the patent, 
without much prospect of benefiting anyone. 

We cannot but approve of his decision, which appears 
to accord with common sense. The way is now clear for 
salutary competition between the various existing sys- 
tems to come into play. There is plenty of scope for 


The Poulsen 
Patent. 


them all, and progress will be accelerated by the spur 


of necessity. 
D. 
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THE INFLUENCE OF TRANSFORMER CONNECTIONS ON THIRD HARMONIC YOLTAGES & CURRENTS. 


By S. 


Ir is the purpose of this article first to enunciate 
briefly the fundamental principles of third harmonic 
voltages and currents in symmetrical three-phase 
systems; secondly, to indicate their origin purely in 
respect of transformers; thirdly, to marshal the facts 
and present them in tabular form, and finally to in- 
dicate their objectiohable features. 

It is not claimed that any new theories are introduced 
in the article, but simply that facts, often understood 
in a more or less vague sort of way, are here crystallised 
and presented in a clear manner. 


PRINCIPLES oF Tuirp Harmonics IN SYMMETRICAL 
THREE-PHASE SYSTEMS. 


There are two general forms of connections of three- 
phase systems to be treated of :— 

(a) Star connection. 

(b) Delta connection. 

(a) Star.—In any star-connected system of conductors 
it is a basic law that the instantaneous sum of the 
currents flowing to and from the common junction or 
ster point is zero. 

In a symmetrical three-phase, three-wire star-con- 
nected system the currents and voltages of each phase 
at fundamental frequency are spaced 120 deg. apart, 
and at any instant the current in the heavier loaded 
(instantaneously) phase is equal and opposite in direc- 
tion to the sum of the currents in the other two phases, 
and at fundamental frequency this balance is main- 
tained throughout the cycle. At third harmonic fre- 
quency, however, currents flowing in each phase would 
be 3 x 120 — 360 deg. apart, or, in other words, in 
phase with one another and flowing in the same relative 
direction in the phases at the same instant. The sum 


Fic. 1. P iKNOMENON OF "OSCILLATING NEUTRAL IN A SYM- 
METRICAL THREE-PHABE, THREE-WIRBE, STAR-CONNECTED SYSTEM, 
WITH UNEARTHED NEUTRAL. 


of the currents in the star connection would, theretore, 
not be zero, and consequently in a symmetrical three- 
phase, three-wire star-connected system, third harmonic 
currents cannot exist. 

If, however, a connection is taken from the neutral 
point in such a manner that it completes the circuit of 
each phase independently (though through a common 
connection), a current at three times the fundamental 
frequency can circulate through each phase winding 
and through the line wires and the fourth wire from 
the neutral point. The fourth wire acting as a drain 
for third harmonic currents preserves the current 
halance of the system ; jt has, of course, no effect on 
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the currents at fundamental frequency as these are 
already balanced. 

Third harmonic voltages, on the other hand, can exist 
in each phase of a symmetrical three-phase, three-wire 
star-connected system, that is, from each line wire to 
ground,* but they cannot appear in the voltages between 
lines. The third harmonic voltages in each phase are 
in phase with one another so that there is one third 
harmonic vector only, and the neutral point of the star 
is located at the end of this vector. The potential of 
the neutral point is consequently not zero, but oscillates 
round the zero point at triple frequency and third 
harmonic voltage. Fig. 1 f illustrates this phenomenon 


Fig. 2. TvPiCAL B.H. CURVE AND HYSTERESIS LOOP FOR 
TRANSFORMER SHEET STEEL CORE PLATES. 


and also shows how the third harmonic voltages to 
ground cancel out, so far as the voltages between lines 
are concerned, leaving the line terminal voltages free 
from their influence. 

When a connection is taken from the neutral point 

in such a manner as to allow third harmonic currents 
to flow, the third harmonic voltages to neutral are 
expended in forcing the currents round the circuits. 
It will be seen subsequently that according to the char- 
acteristics of the circuit in which these currents flow, 
the third harmonic voltages may be totally or only 
partially suppressed. 
. (b) Delta.—In any delta-connected system of con- 
ductors it is a basic law that the resultant fundamental 
voltage round a mesh is zero. That is, the addition of 
the voltage vectors at fundamental frequency which are 
spaced 360+ (where n - number of phases) degrees 
apart forms a regular closed polygon. 

In a symmetrical three-phase delta-connected system 
third harmonic voltages tending to occur in each phase 
would be spaced 360 deg. apart. and so would be in 
phase with each other and act in the closed delta circuit 
as a single-phase voltage of third harmonic frequency. 
Such a voltage could not actually exist in a closed delta 
system so that third harmonic currents circulate round 
the delta without appearing in the line wires, and the 
third harmonic voltages are suppressed. | 

In discussing the third harmonic aspect of various 
combinations of star and delta connections for three- 
phase transformer operation we therefore have the fol- 
lowing bases to work upon:— 

1. With a three-wire star connection third harmonic 
voltages may exist between lines and neutral or ground, 
but not between lines. 

2. With a three-wire star connection third harmonic 
currents cannot exist. 


* With unearthed neutral, or from each line wire to neutral 
with earthed neutral. See appendix. 

t Taken from a paper by J. F. Peters. Harmonics in 
Du rae Magnetising Currents.” Procs. A.I.E.E., 1915, 
p. 2,157. . 
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3. With & four-wire star connection third harmonic 
voltages from lines to neutral or ground are partially 
or completely suppressed, according to the impedance 
of the third harmonic circuit. 

4. With a four-wire star connection third harmonic 
currents may flow through the phases and through the 
line wires and fourth wire from the neutral. 

5. With a three-wire delta connection third harmonic 
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Hysteresis effects excluded. 


It is well known that there are two characteristics in 
the behaviour of sheet steel transformer plates when 
under the influence of an alternating electro-magnetic 
field, which produce an appreciable distortion in the 
wave form (from the standard sine wave) of certain 
alternating functions. "These functions are magnetising 
(or more truly no load) current, flux, and induced 
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Hysteresis effects included. 


Fies. 3 AND 4.—No LOAD CURRENT, INDUCTION, AND INDUCED VOLTAGE WAVES, WITH A BINE WAVE OF IMPRESSED VOLTAGE. 


voltages in the phases and hence between the lines are 
suppressed. 

6. With a three-wire delta connection a third har- 
monic current may flow round the olosed delta, but not 
in the lines. 


ORIGIN or Toirp Harmonic VOLTAGES AND CURRENTS 
IN TRANSFORMERS. 


It should be understood that this discussion is quite 
distinct and apart from higher harmonic functions of 


 Hysteresis effects excluded. Hysteresis effects included. 
Flos. 5 & 6.—No-LoAD CURRENT, INDUCTION, AND INDUCED- 
VoLTAGE WAVES WITH A SINE WAVE OF No-LoAD OURRENT. 


the source of supply, and it is limited to those which 
are inherent in the magnetic and electric circuits of 


the transformer. The two circuits being closely inter- 
linked, it is a natural sequel that the higher harmonic 
phenomena occurring in both should be interdependent. 


is due to the varying permeability of the sheet steel 
plates and to cyclic magnetic hy steggsis. For the pur- 
pose of this article the range of the phenomena involved 
is more briefly and cogently explained by means of 
diagrams with short explanations than by lengthy dis- 
sertation and tedious mathematical equations; figs. 2 
to 7 inclusive, together with the following remarks, aim 
at attaining this end. 

Fig. 2 shows an average B.H. curve with hysteresis 
loop for modern silicon steel transformer plates ; the 
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| Fig. 7TA.—HARMONIO ANALYSIS OF PEAKED - 
No-LoAD CuBRENT Waves or Fia. 3. 


Fia. 7B.—HARMONIO 
ANALYSIS OF PRAKED IN- 
DUCED-VOLTAGE WAVE 
or FIG. 5. 


hysteresis loop shown corresponds to a maximum in- 
duction of 14,000 lines per square centimetre. This 
figure is intentionally taken high in order to magnify 
the harmonic phenomena. 

Fig. 3 shows the wave form relation between the no- 
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load. current, flux, and induced e.m.f. when the e.m.f. 
is & sine wave and when hysteresis is absent. From a 
study of these curves it will be seen that the current is 
a true magnetising current, being in phase with the 
flux, its peaked form showing the presence of a pro- 
minent third harmonic. It will also be noted that this 
wave is symmetrical abodt the horizontal axis, and each 
half wave about a vertical axis. The flux must, of 
course, be sinusoidal on account of the assumption of 
8 sine wave induced e.m.f. 

Fig. 4 is similar to fig. 3, with the exception that 
hysteresis is taken into account. In this case the cur- 
rent is not a true magnetising current on account of 
the hysteresis component which is introduced, which 
makes the no-load current lead the flux by a certain 
angle 0, the hysteretic angle of advance. This figure 
also shows that for the same maximum induction the 
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FIG. 8. 


COMBINATION OF FUNDAMENTAL AND THIRD 
HARMONIC WAVES. 
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maximum values of the true magnetising and no-load 
currents are the same, but that when taking hysteresis 
into account the no-load current becomes unsymmetrical 
about a vertical axis passing through its peak. It will, 
however, be seen by comparing figs. 3 and 4 that the 
third harmonic component is contained almost entirely 
in the true magnetising current, and very little, if 
any, in the current component due to hysteresis, thus 
indicating that third harmonic currents are produced 
as a result of the varying permeability of the sheet 
steel plates, and only in a very minor degree by mag- 

netic hysteresis. | 

Fig. 5 shows the wave form relation between the no- 
load current, flux, and induced e.m.f. when the current 
is & sine wave and when hysteresis is absent. As in the 
case of fig. 3 the current is a true magnetising current 
and in phase with the flux. The flux wave is flat topped 
which indicates the presence of a third harmonic in 
phase with the fundamental, the harmonic having a 
negative maximum coincident with the positive maxi- 
mum of the fundamental, and so producing a flat-topped 
resultant wave. It will be noticed that the flux wave 
18 symmetrical about the horizontal axis and each half 
wave about a vertical axis. The induced e.m.f. is, of 
course, affected by the departure of the shape or the 
flux wave from the sine, a flat-topped flux wave pro- 
ducing a highly peaked wave of induced e.m.f. (as 
shown in the figure) in which also appears a prominent 
third harmonic. In the case of the voltage wave the 
third harmonic is in opposition to the fundamental, 
the positive maximum of fundamental and harmonic’ 
waves occurring at the same instant, so What the resul- 
tant voltage wave becomes peaked. 
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Wave-shape relationship between flux, induced voltages and no-load durrent - ` 


Fig 6 is similar to fig. 5, with the exception that 
hysteresis is taken into account. In this case the no- 
load current leads the flux, thereby producing the 
hysteretic angle of advance @ as in the case of fig. 4 
The flux wave is somewhat more flat topped, and while 
still symmetrical about the horizontal axis, each half 
wave is unsymmetrical about a vertical axis passing 
through its peak. 

Hysteresis does not alter the maximum value of the 
flux wave, though it increases its dis-symmetry; the 
wider the hysteresis loop the greater the dis-symmetry 
of the flux wave. 

Fig. 7 shows the analysis up to the fifth harmonic of 
(a) the magnetising current wave/,,, fig. 3, and (b) 
the induced voltage wave E, fig. D; in each case waves 
are given showing the sum of the fundamental and 
third harmonic, and indicating the degree of the error 
involved in ignoring harmonics beyond the third. 

In order to obtain some idea at & glance as to the 
approximate phase of the third harmonic relative to 
the fundamental in a composite wave, fig. 8 is given 
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showing the shape of the resultant waves obtained when 
combining the fundamental and third harmonic alone 
with different positions of the harmonic. 

From the foregoing discussion on the origin of third 
harmonics the following conclusions are to be drawn :— 

1. With a sine wave of flux, and consequently induced 
voltages, the no-load current contains a prominent third 
harmonic which produces a peakiness in the wave. The 
third harmonic is introduced mainly into the true 
magnetising current component through the variation 
in the permeability of the sheet steel and only in a very 
small degree into the hysteresis component of the current 
by the cyclic hysteresis. 

2. With a sine wave of no-load current the flux and 
consequently the induced voltages contain prominent 
third harmonics which produce a flat-topped flux wave 
and peaked induced voltage waves. 


Table I summarises the above conclusions (a) for 
constant B maximum; (b) for constant E eff. 


(To be continued.) 
— a 


Au Electrically-Welding Motor Repair Boat.— There was 
recently complete? at Gothenhure a small motor tug and 
boat named Kah IV. coratruoted by the Svetsninge Aktiebolaget, 
for the firm's own use. She is 52 ft. 6 in. in length, with a beam 
of 13 ft. 11 in., and is fitted with a semi-Diesel engine for pro- 
pulsion. in addition to semi-Diesel-engine-driven welding generating 
sets. The. boat is used both as a tug and as a repair boat. the 
object being for it to proceed to vessels lying at anchor requiring 
welding work to be carried out on them. All the necessary eq uip- 
ment for thé purpose is carried on Esab I V.. Motor Sin. 
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THE PRICE OF COAL IN 


By J. S. 


Tur de-control of the mining industry, and the 
resultant de-control of prices, are matters of such 
importance to the coal consumer that they should 
command the closest possible attention, particularly 
in view of the many anomalies which have been 
permitted to exist for some time past. It will 
be generally admitted that the purchase of coal 
upon the basis of its heat value should be the aim of 
all large consumers, and concerted action on their part 
would tend towards the realisation of this ideal, but 
this action must not be confined to mere destructive 
criticism, its object should be the enlightenment of the 
colliery owners as to the real requirements of the con- 
sumers and the many disadvantages which are insepar- 
ably associated with the existing practice of charging 
for fuel by gross weight alone. This system, it is need- 
less to say, will continue so long as it is passively ac- 
cepted as inevitable by the consumer. 

Those who have studied the publications of the United 
States Government relating to the preparation, pur- 
chase, storage, and utilisation of coal and allied subjects, 
and at the same time have had experience as large con- 
sumers in the United Kingdom, will have no doubt as 
to the urgent need for reform or the possibility of effect- 
ing a marked improvement upon our present methods. 

At the time of writing (January, 1921) a comparison 
between the prices charged for several typical grades of 
coal shows some extraordinary vagaries, the following 
examples being sufficient to illustrate how the consumer 
is affected. These examples were not specially selected, 
but were taken at random and based upon a list of 
current prices f.o.r. London, and they are sufficient to 
show that there is at present no fixed relation between 
the price and the quality of coal. 


Caloriflo Cost per pound 

value of ash - free 

(as received). d: y coal. 

: i B.th.u. Penny. 
Monmouthshire nuts . . 14,250 313 
Yorkshire washed doubles .., 12,800 287 
Nottinghamshire D. S. nuts ... 11,390 .293 
Nottinghamshire nutty slack 10,500 , 303 
Derbyshire D.S. nuts .... 11,880 317 
Derbyshire nutty slack 10,400 328 
Derbyshire fine slack ... 9,300 . 328 
Leicestershire nutty slack 9,800 315 


It is surprising to observe from these figures that 
Yorkshire washed doubles and Monmouthshire nuts of 
high calorific value show an appreciably lower cost per 
pound of combustible than Derbyshire fine slack or 
Leicestershire nutty slack of very poor quality. Now 
it will be generally conceded that, in most power plants, 
& high average efficiency will be most easily maintained 
with good coal, while the most careful and continuous 
supervision is essential if good results are to be ob- 
tained with low-grade slacks. Therefore, it follows that, 
under prevailing conditions, the user of the latter class 
of fuel is subjected to a dual penalty, inasmuch as he 
has, in many instances, to pay more for his combustible 
(ash-free, dry coal) and has to spend more money in 
order to secure efficient combustion, and to pay for the 
handling and removal of an excessive quantity of in- 
combustible residue. This is, of course, contrary to 
what would naturally be expected as a reduced cost per 
pound of combustible is necessary to compensate for the 
disadvantages which attend the use of low-grade fuel, 
and make its acceptance a commercially attractive pro- 
position. 

An important step towards the standardisation and 
equitable assessment of coal values would be made if 
washing and grading could be extended. With the 
exception of extremely poor coal, it would appear de- 
sirable that the whole output should be graded through- 
out down to peas so that only tine slack or slurry would 
remain as residue. The pre-war standard of care in 
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mining, and the hand-picking of shale, &e., might well 
be restored, and every effort made to reduce the incom- 
bustible content as nearly as possible to the intrinsic ash 
contained in, and impossible to remove from, the coal. 
. It should be appreciated by the suppliers that consis- 
tency in quality and physical characteristics is of para- 
mount importance to the consumer as, particularly in 
the case of coal used for steam boiler furnaces, such 


‘consistency tends to stabilise furnace conditions, and 


thus forms a valuable basis for efficient combustion. 

It is, of course, appreciated that the war period im- 
posed grave and far-reaching restrictions upon the 
mining industry and that, subsequently, industrial and 
other difficulties have rendered developments and im- 
provements almost impossible, but the time is nów ap- 
proaching when the consumer will look for better service 
and, to no small extent, he has the power to secure it. 

The recently legalised method of charging for gas by 
the therm (100,000 B.th.u.) would appear to afford a 
very suitable basis for the valuation and sale of coal. 
A standard pit-head charge per therm could be set up 
which might form the basis of a compensating scale to 
meet the variable factors attributable to the presence of 
excessive moisture and/or ash in certain grades. In 
other words, & premium would have to be added to the 
price per therm for good coal or a reduction made in 
the case of low-grade fuels. 

The fixing of these charges could be made the business 
of a carefully selected committee representing the coal 
owners, the Government, and the consumers, and, when 
once established, it would do away with the anomalies 
already referred to in this and a previous article. Such 
a charge would, of course, be subject to the variations 
which changing industrial or market conditions might 
render advisable, just as the price per ton is now varied, 
from time to time, for similar reasons. 

At the same time, it would be necessary to organise 
and make compulsory the continuous sampling and 
testing, at the pits, of each and every grade produced. 
This testing and sampling would need to be carried out 
in strict accordance with standard methods laid down 
by a small committee of experts appointed for the pur- 
pose, otherwise there would most certainly be an unfor- 
tunate lack of uniformity and, what is almost equally 
certain, the supreme importance of the utmost care in 
sampling, upon which the reliability and value of coal 
testing depends, would be overlooked. 

When once this organisation had been established, it 
would become customary, if not compulsory, for the 
seller to supply the consumer with test results and de- 
finite guarantees relating to all coal supplied, the 
following being a rough suggestion as to the form which 
such an ideal guarantee might assume:— ` 


Guarantee as to Class and Quality of Coal Invoiced. 


The coal invoiced hereon was mined from the............ 
seam of the. . DIU oio ti Colliery in 
the County off.... It consists exclusively of 
freshly mined coal in the form of nuts made 
through a screen off and passed over a screen 
R 

The average of our daily tests on this identical class 
and grade of coal for the week ended 
gave the following results. 

Calorific value (dry)........ aisida tiU, ^ 

Ash (as received)............ <... per cent. 

Volatile matter (as received). ... .. per cent. 

Moisture eese per cent. 


and we hereby guarantee that the coal now supplied ig 
equal in average value to the above.. 

Certain modifications would, of course, be necessary 
in order to adapt this form to the many classes of coal 
which are marketed for various purposes, but it is safe 
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to say that some such guarantee would induce, if not 
compel, the seller to take a far greater interest in the 
quality of coal sent out, and would be extremely bene- 
ficial to the consumer. It will doubtless be said that the 
work of testing and furnishing results and guarantees 
would be a somewhat costly matter, but although this 
may be so, the expense would be very small in relation 
‘to the cost of production; moreover, it may surely be 
‘claimed that it is, and always has been, the obvious 
responsibility of the seller to take some really practical 
interest in the value of his output and be prepared to 
furnish to the purchaser a reliable guarantee as to 
quality and class of coal supplied, and the source from 
'whence it was derived. 

From the consumers’ point of view there can be 

nothing but advantage in buying coal upon a thermal 
‘basis under strict guarantees, assuming, of course, that 
‘the methods of testing adopted by the collieries are of a 
proper character, the tests regularly conducted by ex- 
perienced men, and liable to inspection at any time 
by Government inspectors. Moreover, the large con- 
sumers would naturally continue to carry out their 
‘own tests, and these would constitute a very valuable 
‘inducement to the colliery owners to see that their own 
testing was done in a proper manner and reliable figures 
furnished to their customers. 
To the small consumer who cannot very well under- 
take his own testing the information provided by the 
suppliers would be most valuable, enabling him to ascer- 
tain the efficiency of his plant and generally increasing 
his interest in the all-important question of coal 
economy, which, even if it makes no appeal to the 
colliery owner, is of very great national interest. 

Further, the very fact of selling coal by the therm 
instead of by weight, would have a beneficial effect upon 
the all-round quality of coal sent out, as it would no 
longer be desirable to permit an undue proportion of 
incombustible matter to leave the collieries, whereas, 
at the present time, it is obviously to the advantage of 
the seller to work in as much rubbish as the consumer 
will tolerate. In fact it seems as unreasonable to permit 
the sale of coal, free from all legal restrictions and re- 
‘quirements as to quality, as it would be to permit the 
supply of gas without any stipulation as to calorific 
value, illuminating power or pressure. 

In this rapid survey of a big problem, the many 
‘difficulties to be surmounted and the conflicting interests 
involved have not been overlooked, and are fully appre- 
‘ciated, but it is confidently believed that, given the 
assistance of men possessing the necessary knowledge 
‘and experience, and having as their single objective the 
establishment of a more equitable and sensible method 
of preparing, distributing, and selling coal, the difh- 
culties to be faced, although formidable, could most 
"certainly be overcome. That this is a consummation 
much desired by the consumer does not seem open to 
question, but action upon his part appears to be neces- 
sary if it is to be brought about. 


MOTOR-HOUSE LIGHTING FROM A CAR. 
| By "VOLTMAN." 


IE importance of having a good working illumination 
in a private motor-house requires no emphasising. If 
an ordinary lighting supply is already available 
there is, of course, no difficulty, one simply has a 
number of lamps placed in the required positions. To 
connect up speciallv a supply from the house and have 
special wiring and fittings put in is, however, nowa- 
days so costly a matter that the ordinary motorist, with 
his greatly increased expenditure, has to look round 
for something suiting his diminished resources. The 
use of oil lamps is obviously attended with serious risks 
In view of the presence of inflammable material, 
and had better not be entertained. Yet it is quite 
a simple, and withal, inexpensive, matter to adapt the 


car installation to light the motor house very effectively 


‘to meet ordinary requirements, for which a general 


illumination suffices. 

A car owner with an ordinary 12-volt equipment 
carried out his lighting on the following inexpensive 
lines: —He strung tightly two bare copper wires, No. 14 
gauge, a few inches apart under the roof of the motor 
house which was originally a stable with the fittings 
removed. The wires he supported at the middle by a 
light wooden cross-bar or batten. 

To the ends.of the line nearest the door a length of 
lamp flexible was soldered, an ordinary pin socket 
contact being attached to the other end so that it could 
at any time be pushed into the connection provided on 
the switchboard of the car. Then three miniature b.c. 
lamp fittings with flexible, &c., were dropped at selected 
positions from the bare wires and the joints soldered. 
The usual miniature shades were not efficient, and larger 
and better ones were made from cardboard. In these 
fittings bulbs of 8 c.p., 10 volts, were inserted, thus 
allowing for a slight voltage drop, and the result was a 
very practical working light. A switch is quite unneces- 
sary, as the socket serves the same purpose. A useful 
supplement to the installation is an inspection hand- 
lamp, having a few feet of flexible permanently connected 
through a switch to the line where it is brought down 
near the door. Usually the pin contact socket is re- 
served for this purpose. 

In thus using current out of his battery for what is 
strictly an unintended purpose, it is important for the 
motorist to get his battery on charge as soon as he takes 
the car out again, otherwise he may find his lamps 
rather“ low at an inopportune time, particularly if 
the starter has to be used; this operation, of course, 
tends to ''drain"' the battery fairly rapidly. Car 
batteries, moreover, nowadays are of smaller capacity 
than formerly. 


THE USBS OF WOOD IN LEAD 
ACCUMULATORS. 


Bx T. E. GREEN. 


Woop, its treatment, and the study of its behaviour, play a 
much more important part in the manufacture and efficient 
working of lead accumulators than appears at first, sight. 
It is used in large quantities for such important perte as 
the containers, stands, separators, &c., and for each part the 
suitability and special treatment of the wood has to be 
studied. That most commonly used is pitchpine, whilst a 
considerable quantity of teak is also used for certain special 
conditions. Pitchpine is a heavy .resinous wood which 
shrinks greatly, and is rather liable to split. Itis, however, 
cheap and plentiful. Teak is a more expensive wood, and is 
only used in special cases, such as for the containers of cells 
for use in tropical countries. It has immense durability. 
A comparative table of breaking weights for standard beams 
1 ft. long by 1 in. sq. has been deduced by Sir John 
Anderson, from a close study of many experimenta ; the 
strength of teak is given as 814 lb., whilst that of pitchpine 


is in the region of 550 lb. | 


For stands for accumulators, pitchpine is usually used. 
It must be carefully selected, well seasoned, and free from 
knote, shakes, and other defects. The cells may be supported 
on wooden trays, which, if the cells are of the glass container 
type, may be filled with sawdust to take up any inequalities 
in the containers. The stands must be of ample dimensions 
for the work they have to do, and carefully made and erected, 
so that the weight of the battery is evenly distributed over 
the floor. They should receive at least three coats of acid 
proof paint, and should be without any metal fittings of any 
kind 


Wood is also often used for the containers of cells, mainly 
for the larger sizes, but also for portable cells and train- 
lighting batteries. As mentioned above, in cells intended 
for use in tropical countries, the wood used is usually teak, 
on account of its freedom from warping, even under the 
most extreme variation of climate. Pitchpine is the wood 
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generally used for the containers of large stationary cells. 


The wood must be carefully selected and free from any 
defecte. The sides must be of ample dimensions to stand 
any stresses which may be set up from the working of the 
cells. The sides are usually fastened by dovetailed jointe, 
and pinned at the corners with dowels, the latter sometimes 
being made of hard wood. Before the lead lining is inserted 
in the containers, they must be either pitched or waxed or 
treated with some other equally good acid proof compound. 
In the case of portable cells and train lighting seta, teak is 
used, waxed and polished with paraffin wax. 

The separators are a very important part of an accumulator, 
and before wood can be used for this purpose it has to be 
chemically treated, to get rid of all the wood acids, and 
thas render it inert when in the cell. It is obviously 
necessary for the wood to be highly porous when ready for 
use, After treatment, the separators are kept in water, and 
are dispatched wet; for if they were allowed to dry, they 
would warp and split. The treatment by which the wood 
is rendered inert also makes it very weak mechanically, 
and it is necessary to handle the separators very carefully. 
This should be especially remembered if at any time it is 
necessary to remove them from the cell for cleaning or 
similar purposes. The wood separators may be either in the 
form oi dowels or sheets. Dowels are sometimes used in 
stationary cells. A grid is laid on the bottom of the 
container, and the dowels fit into this; they are further 
held in position by horizontal supporte along the top of the 
battery and at right angles to the plane of the plates. 
Separators in the form of sheeta are often used, especially 
for vehicle and other portable work. "They are better than 
the dowel type, and are practically standard practice to-day. 
'These sheets should be fastened so as to be flush with the 
top of the plates, and should project 4 in. to 4 in. on each 
side and } in. to 1 in. or more at the bottom. They are held 
in position by means of wood dowels. They are usually 
placed exactly midway between the positive and negative 
plates; in the case of grid-type negatives, they may be 
placed against the negative plate, but care must be taken 
that they are never placed against the positives. This is 
sometimes done by inexperienced erectors, and the result is 
that the free diffusion of the electrolyte is considerably 
interfered with, and corrosion takes place. In the case 
of portable cells, train-lighting sete, &c., the sections are 
often rested on blocks of wood placed at the bottom of the 
containers, the wood being first treated with paraffin wax. 
In large stetionary cells, waxed wood is often used for 
packing pieces between the edges of the plates and sides of 
the container. 


F j j — — B 


LEGAL. 


Pairs v. Ajax, Lab. 
AN ELECTRIC BELT CLAIM. 


In the King's Bench Division of the High Court of Ireland, 
Dublin, before the Master of the Rolls, in an intended action 
by Mr. Edward McPhilips, of Bundoran, Co. Donegal, against 
Ajax. Ltd., manufacturers of electric apparatus and appliances, 
95, Holborn Viaduct, London, an application by the intended 
plaintiff to serve a writ of summons out of the jurisdiction 
was refused, but liberty was given to apply to the full Court. 

Counsel for the plaintiff (Mr. Macuire) said the action 
was being brought for alleged breach of contract with respect 
to an electric belt or appliance supplied by the defendants to 
the plaintiff, who sent them a cheque for £21 in payment for 


1t. 

In an affidavit Mr. McPhilips stated that in the month of 
January, 1920, he saw in a Dublin newspaper an advertise- 
ment inviting the public to send to the British Electric In- 
stitute (Ajax, Ltd.), at the address mentioned, for a copy 
of their book on electric treatment, which, it was stated, 
contained a price list for electric batteries. The advertisement 
set out the curative properties of the electric batteries manu- 
factured by Ajax, Ltd., and represented that they were a 
remedy for nervous trouble and many other’ disorders and 
ailments. He wrote for, and obtained, a copy of the book 
advertised, entitled '' Electricity, the Road to Health," with 
a covering letter enclosed, explaining that Ajax, Ltd., had 
spent many years studying the science of electric therapeutics. 
Eventually Mr. McPhilips sent them a cheque for £21 for the 
appliance, which Mr. Maguire now stated turned out to be 
quite worthless. The intended plaintiff further stated in his 
affidavit that the action could be more conveniently tried in 


most valuable commercial and industrial invention. 


Ireland than in London, as all the witnesses he intended to 
call resided in Jreland. One of them would be an expert. 
The MASTER or THE ROLLS remarked that it might cost 
the defendants £500 to bring their experts over to Dublin. 
Mr. Maguire described the plaintiff as a man of substance, 
and said it would be a negation of justice if he were not 
allowed to issue and serve the writ out of the jurisdiction. 


THE POULSEN ARC PATENT. 
PROLONGATION OF PATENT REFUSED. 


Ix the Chancery Division, on Thursday, Mr. Justice Sargant 
heard an application for the prolongation of letters patent No. 
15,599 of 1903, granted to Valdemar Poulsen, for improve- 
ments relating to the production of alternating electric cur- 
rents. The applicants were Mr. Christopher Hage, of Copen- 
hagen; the British & Overseas Engineering Syndicate, Ltd., 
4, Old Burlington Street; and the Poulsen Wireless Telegraph 
Co., Ltd., Marconi House, Strand. The Board of Trade. 
Mr. C. F. Elwell, and the Radio Communication Co., Ltd., 
opposed the application. | 

Mr. J. Hunter Gray, K.C., and Mr. Trevor Watson ap- 
pure for the applicants; the Attorney-General and Mr. Jas. 

hitehead for the Board of Trade; and Mr. Courtney Terrell 
for Mr. Elwell and the Radio Communication Co. 

Mr. Gray said the application was made under the 1919 
Act. The subject of the patent was usually spoken of as the 
Poulsen arc. With the arc they got a continuous oscillation 
of equal amplitude as long as the arc was burning. Mr. 


Poulsen suggested and obtained the use of hydrogen or coal 
gas as an atmospheré in which the arc was to burn. The 


result was that the oscillations were of greater amplitude. 
and consequently they were in a position to send these dis- 
turbances over much greater distances than was possible with 
the arc of Mr. Duddell. Mr. Poulsen also used a strong 
magnetic field which broke the arc at each oscillation, and 
it was the combination of these two devices with the Duddell 
Invention which was claimed in Poulsen's specification. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: We do not propose to make any 
attack upon the validity of the patent. 

His LonpsniP: Does that apply to the opponents also? 

Mr. TERRELL: Yes. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: We shall have to submit to your 
Lordship that this is not a case within the Act of 1919, inas- 
much as there has been no loss or damage suffered in con- 
sequence of the state of affairs brought about by hostilitic:. 
and it is not really a case for originating summons. 

Mr. Gray said the Poulsen arc as worked to-day was a 
Unless 
they had the continuous wave system of transmission they 
could not send telephonic messages as contrasted with mere 
Morse signals or telegrams. He had a long affidavit by Mr. 
Corby. the secretary of the Poulsen Wireless Telegraph Co.. 
and he would call Mr. Gambil, who could deal with this 
from his own knowledge. Mr. Hage was only the legal owner 
of the patent, and the British Overseas Engineering Syndicate, 
Ltd., were at the date of this summons the beneficial owners; 
the Poulsen Wireless Telegraph Co. were now under an 
assignment really the beneficial owners. For some years 
from the beginning of the life of the patent the owners ap- 
parently had not got the money or did not take the proper 
steps to get it pushed at that time; many approaches were 


. made to Government bodies and other people from time to 


time, first of all to take up the installation of this system, 
and also to other people to finance it, but there seemed to 
be, quite properly, a great reluctance on the part of those 
authorities and people to venture money on a thing which 
at the moment had not been proved in a commercial way, 
especially as the Marconi system was then realised as being 
a commercial matter, and was in fact used exclusively on 
board ships. At the time that war broke out there were 
altogether six stations which had been built and were worked 
on behalf of the Poulsen Co. under licence from the Post 
Office. The applicants said that if the war had not taken 
place they would have done a large business with the Ad- 
miralty, the War Office, the Post Office, and the India Office. 
They were equipped in August, 1914, to do big business, and 
if it had not been for the war they would have done it. 

Evidence was then given by Mr. J. St. V. PLetrs, who was 
for 20 years with the Marconi Wireless Telegraph Co., and 
was now an independent consulting engineer; Prof. E. W. 
MancHANT, David Jardine Professor of Engineering of the 
University of Liverpool; Mr. GAMBIL, of the Poulsen Wireless 
Telegraph Co., and Mr. F. A. WALROND. 

His LoRDSHIp, giving judgment, said the summons was cer- 
tainly brought under very exceptional circumstances. The 
patent expired as long ago as July, 1917, and the originating 
summons was only taken out on July 5th, 1990, three years 


after the expiration of the patent and only two years from 


the utmost time to which under the provisions of the Act 
he could possibly extend the patent. If he granted an exten- 
sion for the full term asked the only practical result would be 
that the patentees or applicants would get an extension from 


. to-day till July 14th next vear, and in the meantime the 


result would obviously be that any persons who had been 
working under the system in connection with the patent 
would find their operations hindered and jeopardised for that 
period of 15 months. He was deciding this on the sub- 
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mission by Mr. Whitehead that the evidence on behalf of the 
applicants was not sutücient to raise a prima facie case for 
extension. At the outbreak of war Mr. Hage was the sole 
Owner of the patent. Atter the outbreak of war rather a 
complicated transaction was entered into under which the two 
petitioning companies came for the first time into the story: 
the British and Overseas Engineering Syndicate, Ltd., and 
the main applicants here, the Poulsen Wireless Telegraph 
Co., Ltd. Under the agreements.that were made then, the 
Euglish patents and some foreign patents were sold to the 
syndicate for the purpose of the syndicate reselling them to 
the Poulsen Co., and the syndicate, which had comparatively 
small capital, undertook some extraordinarily onerous obliga- 
tions towards the Poulsen Co. By a deed of covenant entered 
into between the Marconi Co. and the Poulsen Co. the Mar- 
coni Co. undertook to fulfil the obligations of the syndicate 
as regards the provision of capital and so on, the result of 
which was that the Poulsen Co. became in a position to 
enforce from the Marconi Co. the provision of no less than 
4150, 000 cash for the purpose of developing this patent. The 
first cause of loss that had been put forward on behalf of the 
applicants was that the Treasury restrictions which existed at 
the date when these agreements were entered into prevented 
the Poulsen Cq. providing the capital which was necessary 
for the adequate exploitation of the patent. It seemed to 
him that it was quite plain that by reason of the practical 
cession of its rights to its rival, the Marconi Co., the Poulsen 
`o. did become in a position to command the whole ot the 
capital necessary tor the adequate development of its patents, 
and that therefore any loss that might otherwise have been 
suid to be due to the Treasury restrictions was in fact not so 
caused. That source of loss being negatived, he had yet to 
deal with the loss which was alleged by reason of the com- 
pany not getting such a large user of its patent as would 
have been the case but for the state of war. It seemed to 
him & curious state of circumstances that a company, not in 
existence before the war, should claim loss or damage by 
reason of the war when it only was constituted, as in this 
case, after the outbreak of war. He did not think that any 
substantial prima facie case had been made by the appli- 
cants for saying that they had had a smaller user of their 
patents than they would have had if the war had not broken 
out. ; 

His LonpsHuiP then dealt with the user of the patent by 
the Government departments. As far as the Admiralty and 
the War Oftice were concerned, the evidence led him to think 
that there was in consequence of the war a much larger use 
on the part of both those Government departments than if 
the war had not occurred. He did not see any real reason 
to think that the result of the war was, as regarded general 
commercial uses, to interfere with any reasonable prospects of 
business that were enjoyed by the applicants at the date of 
the outbreak of the war. In his judgment, and having regard 
to the very strong case which had to be made by any patentee 
coming so long after the expiration of the patent, this was not 
a case in which the applicants had made a sufficient prima 
facie case for it to be necessary for him to call on the Crown 
and on the opponents of the applicants. He therefore dis- 
missed the application with costs as towards the opponents, 
and of course no order as to costs in regard to the Crown. 


A Care TowN ELECTRICIAN FINED. 


AN electrician named Frank Scullard was recently charged 
at the Magistrates Court at Cape Town on two counts with 
. contravention of the City Electric Lighting Regulations. The 
. proceedings arose owing to & native having been killed by an 
electric shock, which was alleged to be due to defective wiring 
by Scullard, who had installed a light in a yard by running a 
flexible wire along a galvanised iron fence. The result was 
that the fence became alive, and the native received the 
. shock on getting through the fence, a sheet of iron having 
. been removed. | "t | 

A fine of £5 on each charge, or three months’ hard labour, 
was imposed. a | 


WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION CLAIM. : | 
(TELEPHONE LINESMAN’S DEATH.) 


In the Mayor's and City of London Court, on March 7th, 
Mrs. Edith Farmer, 11, Redgrave Road, Putney, demanded 
£300 compensation under the Workmen’s Compensation Act 
against the Postmaster-General for the death of her husband, 
who was a telephone linesman in the telephone department, 
and who met his death as the result of injuries received on 
February [ith of last year when he grazed his thumb. 
septicemia supervening, death following on March 2nd. 

Dr. Murray Leslie, the Home Office Medical Referee, sat 
with Judge Atherley-Jones, K.C. - 

Plaintiff stated that her husband complained to her that 
while at work on telephone subscribers' wires he scratched 
. his thumb with a piece of copper wire. He did not pay 
. much attention to it. but it got worse. She called in a 
doctor, who treated her husband for rheumatism and sub- 
. sequently rheumatic fever. What he was really suffering 

from was septicemia, and he was admitted to St. George's 
Hospital, where he died 14 days after the injury. 

Mr. GALLAHER, for the Postmaster-General, urged that there 
Was no evidence to show that the deceased scratched his 


thumb while at his work, and there was nothing to connect 


-his death with the accident, if there was one. 


ASHBY CARDREY, sectional engineer to the Post Office, who 
bad charge of the deceased, said he-worked on jointing lead 
covers for cables and joining subscribers’ circuits, but he 
never complained of hurting his thumb. | 

Col, Prynne, D.S.O., C. B. E., F. R. C. S., chief medical officer 
to the Post Office, thought it improbable that the injury te 
the deceased's thumb caused his death. : : 

Judge ATHERLEY-JONES, K.C., deplored the fact that the 
plaintiff had had to conduct her case in person, instead of 
which the Postmen's Union should have looked after her. 
He found for the applicant for £300. 


SWISS ELECTRICAL PROBLEMS. 


THE trend of affairs in Switzerland is of no little interest to 
the electrical world just now from two points of view. First, 
that country's progress towards normal conditions is being 
watched because upon it depends Switzerland's power for 
competition in the world's markets for electrical apparatus. 
Linked with that factor 1s the prospect of early and rapid 
development of the Swiss railway electrification programme, 
and of the capacity of that country's own engineering in- 
dustry to cope with the consequent orders for plant. Two 
documents bearing on these points have just come into our 
hands, viz., a review of economic conditions by the Swiss 
Bank Corporation, and a note on Switzerland's water power 
in The Anglo-Swiss Review. l 

Rise in Wages.—Already Swiss industrialists have adopted 
the policy of establishing branch works in countries where that 
appeared to be the best method of tackling a market. This 
course bas been pursued in the case of the machinery trades 
as well as in others perhaps better known, e.g., condensed 
milk and chocolate. Hitherto the necessary capital has been 
provided by the parent concerns or closely allied financial 
groups; now funds are being sought in the countries where 
such branches are set up. 

It must be said, however, that although Swiss industrialists 
complain of` the reduced output of their workpeople, it is 
doubtful- whether they will find much improvement in tbis 
respect in other countries, save perhaps in those where it 
would be useless to seek funds for the establishment of branch 
works. | 

The Association of Machinery and Metal Manufacturers has 
published the following table showing the effective wages 
of their workmen during recent years:— 


Average weekly wage 8 
of adult workmen. Index of wages Index of cost 


(Franos.) i .crease (adults). of living. 
June, 1912 35.34 100 100 
June, 1914 37.50 105 95 
June, 1918 61.30 174 180 
June, 1919  ... 74.20 210 205-210 
December, 1919- 77.85 . 220 205-210 


When the figures for 1920 are complete it is expected that 
a further tendency in the same direction will be shown. It 
js estimated that as a result of increases in wages granted 
since the commencement of the war, the workers' conditions 
have been improved not merely sufficiently to compensate for 
the general rise in the cost of living, but by an additional 
15 per cent. to 20 per cent. for all classes. Swiss manufac- 
turers find themselves in consequence paying higher rates of 
wages than their international competitors. They ascribe 
much of their difficulty to the enforced adoption of the eight- 
hour day. 

At the beginning of last year, new factory legislation came 


into force, and manufacturers have been chafing under its 


stringency. It enacts a maximum of 48 hours per week save 


under special authorisation, and places a strict limitation on 
overtime. 
the 48 hours may not be exceeded. 


Even if employers and employés agree together, 
In spite of concessions 
and increased wages (these have been doubled since 1914), 
there appears to have been a falling-off all round in quality 
and quantity of work. E | 

Whilst a satisfactory state of activity prevails in the 


machinery works, it is felt that something like a crisis is 


approaching in the electrochemical industry, the majority 
of producers having shut down owing to the absence 
export orders. | | 

Use of Water Power.—The demand for cheaper electricity 
in Switzerland has given rise to a series of very interesting 
investigations. "The Association of Swiss Electricians suggests 
the following two remedies: The erection of bigger power 
stations and the creation of more extensive artificial lakes 
for the storage of water, and the sale of energy by night at 
a cheaper rate than by day. DD co ' 
The creation of artificial lakes or accumulator lakes for the 
storage and control of the water supply of power stations has 
such undeniable advantages over the old method of pro- 
cedure, that accumulator lakes are now being constructed 
wherever it is possible to do so. By damming a vale 
at a suitable spot a huge water reservoir can be created wi 
& comparatively small expenditure of labour. The supply 
of water for the turbines is no longer entirely dependent 
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on the water level of the river, and can be regulated at will 
by releasing more or less water from the reservoir. 

The utilisation of bydro-electric power in Switzerland is 
of comparatively recent date, extending back for hardly more 
than 2 years. Since then the development has been ex- 
tremely rapid. The war put a temporary stop to construc- 
tional work, but in 1916 it begun again with renewed vigour. 
In no other branch of economics in Switzerland has such 
progress been made since then. To-day the capital invested 
in the various hydro-electrical undertakings in the country 
can hardly amount to less than one milliard francs. 

At the beginning of the year 1914 the number of works 
in existence was 6,500, the average net output of which 
totalled 520,000 h.p. During the war these were tound 
insufficient to meet the new demand, and they were enlarged 
by various temporary devices wherever it was possible. ‘The 
level of most of the Swiss lakes was raised—among them the 
lakes of Geneva, of Neuchatel, of Lucerne, &c.—and a con- 
siderable increase in the power output was obtained during 
the winter of 1917-18. 

In addition to these temporary measures, the erection of 
a number of new power stations was begun. Following is a 
list of the most important power stations that have been 
erected since that date. Some of them have not yet been 
completed : Laufenbourg, 25,000 h.p.; Bramois, 16,400 h. p.; 
Fully, 12,000 h.p.; Olten- Goesgen, 80,000 h.p.; Biaschina, 
15,000 h. p.; Eglisau. 32,200 h. p.; Amsteg, 80,000 h. p.; Ritom, 
72,000 h.p.; Muehleberg, 64,000 h.p.; Broc, 24,000 h. p.; 
Loentsch, 15 000 h.p. 

Export of Energy.— The power stations of Ritom and Amsteg 
with their combined power of 152,000 h. p. are destined to 
supply the necessary current for the electrification of the 
St. Gothard line. 

The exportation of energy to the surrounding countries has 
caused no little interest in Switzerland, and has frequently 
been a subject of comment in the Swiss Press. The exporta- 
tion of energy has had to be authorised in every case by the 
Federal Government, and a maximum amount to be exported 
has been laid down. The maximum amount authorised up till 
the end of 1919 was approximately 100,000 kW, and was 
distributed in Germany, ltaly, and France. It is very prob- 
able that in years to come Switzerland will be able to supply 
the surrounding countries during the summer months with 
& considerable amount of electrical energy which will be re- 
turned during the winter by power stations worked on the 
big coalfields in Germany and France. The saving in coal 
which would thus be ellected would, when viewed in the 
light of the rapidly dwindling European coal resources, be 
& substantial step towards the solution of the present diffi- 
culties besides considerably stabilising Switzerland's econo- 
mical position. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters received by us after 5 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the following week. Correspondents should forward their communt- 
cations at the earliest possible moment, No letter can be published 
unless we have the writer's name and address in our possession, 


Lead-covered Wiring. 


In my town a large amount of lead-covered cable is used 
for installation purposes by contractors, and I shall be glad 
if you will give me an indication as to how far any rules 
issued by the I. E. E. are legally binding in respect of any 
system of wiring. I have understood that the above-men- 
tioned system is condemned. 

If, for the sake of securing a contract, a firm can put in any 
rubbish, with the consequent liability to fire, what is the 
remedy? 

There are, doubtless, many people who pay the price of s 
screwed or grip conduit system, and in return receive some- 
thing which is not only a positive danger to themselves, but 
a bad advertisement for the supply authority. It is possible 
that chief engineers do not realise the dangers of cheap 
wiring owing to the fact that contract work is outside their 
domain. 

If any recognised rules are binding, it appears to me that 
the sooner many chief engineers assert their authority the 
less we shall hear about '' fires caused by an electric fuse.” 


Bourgeois. 
March 2nd, 1921. 


[The only wiring rules that are legally binding are those 
issued by the Board of Trade {now by the Ministry of Trans- 
port) for pressures exceeding 250 volts, and the Home Office 
Regulations for Factories and W orkshops. The I.E.E. Wiring 
Rules have no legal force; they do not forbid the use of lead- 
covered cable, but Rule 0 prescribes the methods of in- 
stalling and protecting it. 

There is no legal remedy for damage resulting from bad 
wiring, other than that provided by the civil law. 

Electricity supply engineers. with a few exceptions (where 
special powers have been obtained) have no power to “ assert 
anthority ' over wiring. They can refuse to connect an 
installation unless they are reasonably ' satisfied that the 
wiring, fittings, and apparatus are in good order, and not 


calculated to affect injuriously the use of energy by themselves 
or other persons; unless they can substantiate their objection, 
they are liable to a penalty not exceeding 40s. a day during 
the default. Apparently the only recognised criterion of the 
condition of an installation is a leakage test prescribed by 
the Board of Trade. 

The best remedy for shoddy wiring is the registration of 
contractors, Which the Electrical Contractors’ Association 18 
endeavouring to secure.— EDS. ELEC. REV. 


Standard Costing Systems. 


May I say how much I enjoyed your leading article of 
February 25th? 

It would seém that the idea of costing as a necessity to 
every manufacturing concern has been rather too readily 
accepted. What is not so readily accepted is the certain 
standard of efüciency for which you plead. It is for the 
works accountant to keep this standard always before the 
management—and himself. He must, in short, be an idealist, 
for one hears of costing systems which were only perfected 
after years of investigation and hard work. 

Your suggestion that standard systems might be applied 
to the various branches of the engineering trade, as the 

Federation system is applied to the printing trades, 18 
admirable. One may hope that this question will soon be 
actively taken up. 

It would surely be a simple matter to form committees of 
works accountants and practical engineers representing the 
various branches of the trade? ‘This, I submit, is a first step 
which should carry us far. 

W. Pope. 


Wakefield. 
March 4th, 1921. 


Income Tax.. 


With regard to the Chancellor's announcement that a Bill 
will shortly be introduced abolishing the three years’ average 
system, it may be well to consider the position produced by 
the alternative proposal to substitute (as recommended by the 
Royal Commission) the profits of the preceding year, having 
regard to the serious slump which has taken place in so many 
businesses. 

Hitherto the three years’ average has been based upon the 
profits for the three years ending on the date, preceding the 
year of assessment, to which the accounts have usually been 
made up, and most probably a similar system will be adopted 
with revard to the new basis of assessment. 

Thus if a firm makes up its accounts to June 30th, the 
assessment for 1922/23 would be bused on the profits for the 
yeur ending June 30th, 1921, and would thus include a large 
portion of the period prior to the slump. It is therefore an 
important question whether, in many businesses, it might 
not be advantageous to change the financial year so as to 
end on March 31st. in which case the assessment for 1922/23 
would be panei; as it should be, on the twelve months to 
March 31st, 1922. The Revenue oflicials could scarcely raise 
objection to this method being adopted, as it is merely carrying 
out the system advocated as nearly as possible. 

May I suggest, therefore, that traders and manufacturers 
tc whol this might be an advantage should take stock on 
the 31st of the present month so that later on in the year, 
when they will be able to judge whether it is advantageous 
to adhere to their old financial year or not, they will be in a 
position to adopt either system. l 

Chas. H. Tolley. 


Londen. 
March Tth, 1921. 
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The Severn Barrage Scheme. 


In your account of the discussion on the above at the joint 
meeting in Birmingham, which appeared in your issue of 
February 25th, you report some remarks which I made. 
There are one or two errors in the figures which you quote, 
which I should be obliged if you will correct. The horse 
power available should be 7.000 b.h.p. instead of 700; the 
units developed per annum 15.000.000 and the units utilised 
12,000,000, instead of 150,000,000 and 120,000,000 respectively. 


F. J. Moffett. 
Birmingham. 
March 7th, 1921. 


[The errors occurred in the official report, and appeared also 
in our contemporaries.—Evs, Eurc. REV. 


Payment According to Ability. 


As a regular reader of the Review, I note certain ideas of 
contributors on the cause of low production. I am only a 
workman cable jointer; my idea is that none of your con- 
tributors have stated the right cause. It all lies in the 
system of wages. The grading. as it is called, would be 
better done away with. There should certainly he a decent 
starting wage in every trade, and for skilled and unskilled 
labour, and every man should have to undergo a vork test 
to prove his capabilities before he was put on the books. 

Take any class of work vou like—for a start we will take a 


large fitters’ and turners’ shop where they employ 250 hands; 
E 
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one-third of those will be good skilled mechanics and proper 
workmen; one-third will be fairly good men; the last lot 
will be men who are not worth their keep; yet they all get 
a standard rate. The consequence is that the skilled men 
will only do the same amount of work as the poor lot. 

Then again, take a man who has served his time learning 
his trade, and has worked, say, 15 years at it besides; if he 
is any sort of a man his experience should make him worth 
all he gets by that time. Then take a young man who has 
just served his time, and is starting as a mechanic; he will 
receive the same wage as the man who has had the 15 
years' experlence. 

It is the same in all trades nowadays. Trade will get 
worse instead of better if the wages system is not altered. 


Take my own case as a sample. I am an all-round man at 
cable work—making, laying, jointing, &c., but a non-plumber 
where [ work now. I have done as much jointing in one 
day, by myself, as any two men that have ever been here. 
Yet we have men here who have not had a quarter of my 
experience; and I could make two joints to their one, and 
they are getting the same wage as me, and some of these 
men I have learnt them their work. I say let’s have a fair 
starting wage for all, then let wages rise according to abilities 
and not by favour or chin wagging; let every man know 
that if he is worth more he will get it. You will soon find 
the good workmen then, and also the won't or can’t workers. 


A Regular Reader. 
February 26th, 1921. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Easter Holldays.— The advertisement department of 
the ELECTRICAL REVIEW draws the attention of advertisers to the 
arrangements for our issus of Friday, March 25th. As this will be 
published on the morning of Thursday, March 24th, it is necessary 
for new copy and alterations to existing displayed advertisementa 
to reach 4, Ludgate Hill, by the morning of Thursday, March 17th 
(next week). Official notices and small prepaid advertisements can 
be received up to 5 p.m. on Tuesday, March 22nd. 

It will, of course, be necessary for editorial matters to reach us 
earlier than usual. 


Bankruptcy Proceediags.—/’e MALOOLM THOMAS BIRCH 
GORDON, 2, Beverley Road, Chiswick, and 165, King Street, Hammer- 
smith, lately carrying on business at 20, Western Broadway, King 
Street, Hammersmith, under the style of Thomas Gordon, electrical 
and general merchant.—At the London Bankruptcy Coart, on 
Monday, before Mr. F. T. Garton, Official Receiver, the firat meeting 
of creditors was held under this failure. After dealing with the 
proofs of debt lodged, the Official Receiver stated that the debtor 
was at present employed as a traveller, but until March last he 
carried on business in his own name as a dealer in electrical 
accessories, He left school at the age of 17, and went to India 
where he was trained as an electrical engineer. In May, 1915, he 
commenced business on his own account, dealing in electric pocket 
lamps. He had no capital of his own, but he was joined in partner- 
ship by two other persons, who provided £25 ea zh, and they traded 
as the Felux Co. The business was successful until November, 
1915, when the supplies were stopped, and the business practically 
came to a standstill, His partners then left the firm, and he con- 
tinued it under the name of Thomas Gordon at the same address, 
One of his creditors subsequently took back goods valued at £600, 
and another creditor goods to the value of £100. In February, 
1920, the business again came to a standstill, but it was after- 
wards purchased by another firm who had since employed the 
debtor as traveller. He was sued by one of his creditors, and 
decided to file his petition. He executed a deed of gift to his wife, 
prior to his marriage in 1918, which covered the whole of the 
household furniture. He alleged his failure to have been caused 
through heavy interest on borrowed money, bad debts, and falling 
off in trade. The debtor had been adjudicated bankrupt, and a 
summary order obtained for the realisation of the eatate. The 
statement of affaira showed liabilities amounting to £807, and 
assets £17, thus leaving a deficiency of £79). The estate was left 
in the hands of the Official Receiver for summary administration 
in the usus] manner. 

HENRY JOHN MONSON, described as a radiographer, of 26, Man- 
chester Street, W.—At a sitting of the London Bankruptcy Court, 
held on March 4th, before Mr. Registrar Francke, an application 
was made for an order of discharge on behalf of bankrupt. The 
Official Receiver reported that in October, 1911, the bankrupt com- 
menoed the electrical treatment of rheumatic, &c., patients, and in 
May, 1919, he transferred the business to & private company 
registered as Henry J. Monson, Ltd., which went into voluntary 
liquidation in the following December. The business was subse- 
quently assigned to him by the liquidator for £1,156, which was 
get off against his interest in the company, and he continued the 
business until execution was levied on his effects by a oreditor in 
August, 192). He was made bankrupt in November, 1920, with 
liabilities £2,662 ; the asseta had realised £237, and a dividend of 
between 1s. and 18. 3d. in the £ would shortly be paid. The bank- 
rupt attributed his failure to mismanagement by others of the 
company's business, and consequent loss of his shares in the com- 
pany ; to loss by the forced sale of his effecta, and to interest on 
loans. The discharge was granted subject to a judgment for £5 to 
be satisfied by an immediate cash payment. 

W. H. MELLON (H. B. Wallis & Co.), electrical engineer, 37, 
Elliott Road, Chiswick. Trustee (Mr. T. Gourlay, 14, Bedford 
Row, W.C.) released February 25th. 

A. E. GOODINGS, motor and electrical engineer, The Grove, 
Watlington Street, Readiog.— Receiving order made March 4th, on 
debtor's own petition. 

J. V. BELL, electrical engineer, 21, North Bar Within, Beverley, 
York.—Trustee (Mr. E. P. Datton, Bowlalley Lane, Hull) appointed 
March 3rd. 

J. SKINNER (Foster, Skinner & Co.), electric fittings dealer, 6, 
South Cas‘le Street, Liverpool.—Last day for proofs for dividend, 
March 23rd. Trustee, Mr. E. D. Symond, Official Receiver, 11, 
Dale Street, Liverpool. 


Company Liquidations.— Stee. WING Co., LTD., 484, Gill- 
ingham Street, S.‘W.—Under a compulsory winding-up order, the 
report of Mr. W. J. Warley, Official Reoeiver, has been issued to the 
creditors and shareholders The company was formed in May, 
1903, by the late Mr. George Pauling as the Krieger Electric 
Carriage Syndicate, Ltd., its primary objects being to acquire 
certain patents relating to electric vehicles, and to let out and vend 
such vehicles. The nominal capital was inoressed from £30,000 to 
£100,000, but was reduced to £72,250 by resolution, coofirmed by 
the Court, in March, 1909. The business was on at a loss 
for some years, but in 1915 it was extended to include the con- 
struction of aeroplane wings and accessories. Contracts were 
obtained from ‘the Air Ministry, and a mortgage for the sums 
payable thereon was given to the company's bankers to secure an 
overdraft. The accounts filed under the liquidation showed 
liabilities 827,064 against assets valued at £11,505, anda deficiency 
of £43,319 with regard to contributories. The failure of the 
company is attributed to an action launched in connection with the 
company's indebtedness to the promoter. | 

The statutory firet meetings of the creditors and shareholders 
were held on March 3rd at the Carey Street Offices of the Board of 
Trade, Linooln's Inn, W.C., before Mr. W. J. Warley, Official 
Receiver. No reaolution was passed at either meeting, and the 
liquidation was left in the hands of the Official Receiver. 


ELECTRICAL INDUSTRIES, LTD., 9 and 10, Pancras Lane, Qaeen 
Street, E.C.—A compulsory winding-up order was made against 
this company on January 18th, upon the petition of a creditor, 
and Mr. W. J. Warley, Official Reoeiver, has now issued his report 
to the creditors and ‘shareholders. The accounts filed under the 
liquidation show unsecured creditors £1,611 ; preferential claims, 
£65; loans on debenture bonds, £1,050; asseta valued at £1,045 ; 
and a deficiency of £2,033 as regards contributories. The company 
was registered as a private company in May, 1920, with a nominal 
capital of £32,000, its objects baing to carry on business as manu- 
facturers of, and dealers in, electric fires, lamps, &o. Mr. Edmund 
Woodroffe was the promoter of the company, and acted as sole 
director until October 4th, 1920. The company agreed to take over 
the business of Mr. E. G. K. Calder, a dealer in electrical appliances, 
and to manufacture and sell electric fires under a licence granted 
to the company by Mr. A. E. Woodhouse, In December, 1920, a 
debenture for £1,050 was granted to the Industrial Debenture 
Corporation, Ltd., to secure previous loans and a further advance of 
£50, and during the same month Mr. Edmund Woodroffe was 
appointed receiver on behalf of the debenture-holders. The Official 
Receiver observes that having regard to the date on which the 
debenture was issued, its validity was contested, and, as a result, it 
has been agreed to admit the debenture-holders as secured creditors 
for £50, and as unsecured creditors for the balance of £1,000. The 
Official Receiver has taken possession of the company's asseta. 
The failure of the company is attributed to heavy overhead charges, 
fall in market price of goods purchased, and to the failure of a 
55 to take delivery of goods which had been purchased 
or 8375. 

HARMAN ELECTRIC CO., LTD. - Meeting of oreditors, March 16th, 
at 9, Wa'brook, E. O. Liquidator, Mr. F. M. Jeboult. 

F. Hupson & Co, LrD.— Meeting of oreditors was held on 
Wednesday, 9th inst., at 89, Chancery Lane, W. O. 2. 


Dissolution of Partnership.—Jounson & Co., electrical 
engineers, 23, Piocadilly, Bradford. — Mr. A. Johnson, H. Hirst, and 
L. Harding have dissolved partnership. Debts will be attended to 
by Messrs. Johnson & Hirst, who will continue the business. 


Trade Annonncements.—Mr. W. T. Bower has resigned 
his appointment as managing director of ELECTRICAL COMPONENTS, 
Lrp., and, pending the appointment of his successor, Mr. H 8. 
Seccombe (a director and London representative), will act as 
manager. l 

MR. A. G. PERRING, of Unity Buildings, 14, Temple Street, 
Birmingham (telephone, Birmingham Central 2159), has been 
appointed to represent Messrs. H. W. Smith & Co. (1920), Ltd., in 
the Birmingham District. 

Messrs. C. LORENZ AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT, Berlin, have pur- 
ohased the Wild.Barfleld patent rights for Germany, Poland, 
and the former Austria-Hungary. Messrs. Lorenz have already 
placed a first order with Automatic and Electric Furnaces, Ltd., 
for various parts to complete nearly 100 furnaces. | 
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Tar HaMwoRTHY ENGINEERING Co, LTD. has opened a 
hranch office at 22, Dean Street, Ne wcastle-on-Tyne, with Mr. P. E. 
B ittain as Northern sales manager. 

Mussee. J. M. JUNIPER & Son, electrical contractors, have 
opened new premises at 115, Chorley Road, Swinton, Lancashire. 

The telephone number of AUTOMATIC AND ELECTRIC FURNACES, 
Lrp., is now Museum 4187." 

MssBs. H. Pratt, Lro., of High Street. Aston, Birmingham, have 
opened an electrical department in connection with the installa- 
tion of electric lighting and power planta and the sale of electrical 
plant and accessories. They desire to receive catalogues and prices 
from manufacturers. 

THE LONDON ELECTRIC STORES, of 39, Furnival Street, High 
Holborn, London, have been appointed sole London agents for the 
following firms :—Messrs. Ironclad Switchgear Oo., Ltd., Eooles, 
manufacturers of ironclad switchgear ; Messrs. Baker & Hyman, 
Ltd., Leeds, manufacturers of starters, resistances, Ko.; Messrs. 
8. E. Giles, Kobe, Japan, importers of electrical accessories. 


Catalogues and Lists.—MeEssrs. PETTIGREW AND 
MERRIMAN, LTD., 7, Henrietta Street, Covent Garden, W. C. 2.—An 
illustrated and detailed booklet (14 pp.), dealing with the Sele.t- 
o-Phone for interior communication. 

HNRY WELLS OIL Co, 11, Haymarket, S. W. 1.—A booklet 
entitled The ‘Germ Process’ in a Nutahell, giving many details 
of this process of lubrication applied to various types of machinery. 

LANSTON MONOTYPE OORPORATION, LTD., 43 and 434, Fetter 
Lane, E.C. 4.—An illustrated booklet giviog particulars of Rad- 
bore " heads for boring square holes. 

BIMPLRX CONDUITS, LTD., Garrison Lane, Birmingham. “ Instal- 
lation News," February, 1921.— This booklet describes rectangular 
multiple switoh boxes, lighting fixtures. &o. 

Messrs. CAMPBELL & ISHERWOOD, LTD., Raleigh Street, Bootle, 
Lancs. General catalogue (103 pp.).—This is a well-produoed and 
profusely illustrated l'st of electrical machinery and accessories. 
The catalogue include: steam-driven generating sets of 34 kW and 
above, electrically-driven winches, motors, hoists, switch and fuse 
gear, gearing, ship's lights, measuring instruments, &. Many 
useful tables are embodied in the publication, inoluding the fusing 
current for wires of various materiale and sizes, mechanical and 
electrical units aud equivalents, thermometer scales, metric con- 
version tables, &c. i 

ENGINEERING AND LIGHTING EQUIPMENT Co., LTD., Sphere 
Works, St. Albans, Herts.—An illustrated and priced booklet of 
fittings for half-watt and metal-filament lampe, including 
lanterns, reflectors and bow! fi'tings of many types. 

Mme8R8. KENRICK & JEFFERSON, LTD., 22, St. Andrew Street, 
EC. 4. K. and J. News,” No. 1.—A booklet dealing with office 
furniture of various types, including desks, chairs, filing 


ystems, &c. 

Tag Ever-Reapy Co. (GREAT BRITAIN), LTD.. Hercules Place, 
Holloway. N. 7.— An illustrated price list of Ever - Ready dry 

for wireless sets, rangingfrom 15 to 100 volts. 

Tae CABLE ACCESSORIES CO.. LTD., Britannia Works, Tividale, 
Tipton, Staffs. —' Three leafista, illustrated and priced, dealing with 
Revo house service switches aod fuse boxes and electrio light 
fittings (lanterne. bowls and watertight switches). 

M Esses. L. G. HAWKINS & Co.. 116, Charing Cross Road, W.C. 2. 
—' The Link," Vol. I; No. 2, containing notes on shop winiow 
displays, and Universal appliances, with current prices. 

THE HAMWORTHY ENGINEERING Co., LTD., 76, Victoria Street, 
R.W., 1.—An illustrated leaflet giving price and details of the 
"Powerlight" 24 b. h. p. lighting set. 

THE MIDLAND ELECTRIO MANUFACTURING Co., LTD., Barford 
Street, Birmingham.—Two illustrated advance lista of Glasgow,“ 
„ Kaotark,” and Paragon" switchgear, giving revised prices. 

THE EpiIson Swan ELECTRIC Co., LTD., Ponders End, Middlesex. 
—Abridged catalogue No. BB 143, giving illustrations and prices of 
electric bells, buzzers, indicators, pushes and accessories. 

THs WALLWIN Co., Saltisford Ironworks, Warwick.—A folder 
advertising soft grey iron castings, and giving views of the com- 
pany's worka. 

Messrs. J. F. IBvINE & Co., LTD., City Hall (Dock Street), 
Dundee.—Priced leaflet of Plexsim Royal” electric suction 
cleaners. 

Taser GENERAL ELEOTRIO Co, LTD., 67, Queen Victoria Street, 
E.O. 4.—Catalogue P (3) Section, dealing with d.o. motors; fall 
details aud illustrations are given. Catalogue P (4) Section; 
" Witton” a.c. motors; illustrated and dimensioned. 

Me. O. N. BECK, 11, Qaeen Victoria Street, E.C. 4.—A booklet 
dealing with “ Roto " boiler tube cleaners, and a leaflet illustrating 
the " Torpedo" soot remover. 

Twiss ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION, LTD, 62 & 63, Queen Street, 
EC. 4.—List TL 24, illustrating and describing surge-proof pin 
inealators, spindles and clamps, with details of teats carried out 
upon insulators. 


Lead.— Messrs. JAMES Forster & Co., reporting under 
date March 5th, sta*ed that the week had seen a very natural 
reaction from tbe low level of values touched on the last market 
day of the preceding week. “Highest prices paid were on 
Thursday, when £19 7s. 6d. was done for June, and £11 15s. 
March. The turnover was on a small scale, sales aggregating 
about 8,000 tons. . In the face of expectation of further 
supplies of the metal arriving from the Continent in the near 
future and the very spasmodio trade demand, it is doubtful whether 

esent prices can be maintained. On the other hand, it must not 

forgotten that lead is selling below production coat, and, in the 
long run, on a return to normal conditions, prices must advance to 
alpermenently higher level." i 


Àu Effective Fire Showcard.—A novel design of show- 
card is being issued by THE ENGLISH ELECTRIC AND SIEMENS 
SUPPLIES, LTD., Brook House, 191-192, Tottenham Court Hoad. 
W.1; it is printed in attractive colours, and carries & model 
of the 1-kW Britannia fire. This model is illuminated by 
means of a 30-watt lamp carried in a box attachment fitted direct 
on to the back of the card. and a realistic reproduction of the 
glowing fire is thus obtained. Transparencies let into the card 
complete the advertising value by vividly displaying the name 
Britannia Electric Fires,” and the slogan ‘Cheerful and 
economical." A thermo-electric “ flasher " can be connected to the 
lamp circuit should the exhibitor desire to obtain an intermittent 
illumination effect. The whole device folds flat, and is enclosed 
in a cardboard box to facilitate dispatch. These showcards are 
offered to all electrical dealers interested in the sale of Britannia 
fires. and afford an opportunity of effectively demonstrating a 
1-kW fire with a consumption of 30 watts. 


British Industries Fair.—Following upon a visit by a 
Swiss Commission to the Birmingham Section, a number of 
nationalities were represented in a large party which inspected the 
exhibition on March 2nd. The delezates were principally officials 
of the various Departments of Trade, but & number of business 
men also attended. The countries whose delegates attended were 
the United States, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Czecho-Slovakia, 
Denmark, Hol'and, Finland, France, Italy, Norway. Poland, 
Portugal, Rumania, Jugo-Slavia, Sweden, and Switz»rland. The 
visitors exprea:ed their appreciation of the Fair and the hospitality 
extended them. A dinner. presided over by the Lord Mayor, was 
given to the delegates by the organising council. 

ERRATA.— We regret that in our description of the Birmingham 
section of the Fair, last week (p. 289), we inadvertontly styled the 
Midland Supply Co. as the Midland Electric Supply Co. The G.E.C. 
“ Klersite " dynamo was also referred to as a magneto in one or two 
plac. This is a series- wound machine, ' 


Milan Sample Fair.— Under the patronage of the Italian' 
Minister of Commerce, the International Sample Fair of Milan will 
be he'd from April 12th to 27th next in buildings specially con- 
structed for the purpose. The object of the Fair is to place buyers 
in direct contact with producers, The trades and goods that will 
be represented include :— Agriculture, textiles, clothing, jewellery, 
silverware, sanitary appliances, chemistry, timb»r, minerals, glass 
and ohinaware, paper, printing, furniture, automobiles, aviation, 
cycles, electricity, building construction, hydraulics, metallurgy, 
&c. The business traneactions at the Fair last year amounted to 
upwards of 1, 000,000, 000 lire. A stand with an area of about 
12 sq. metres, costa about £16. Special terms are arranged 
for several firms occupying the same stand. An interest- 
ing booklet in English has been issued by the Organising Com- 
mittee. copies (gratis) of which can be had at the London offices of 
the Italian State Railways, Waterloo Place, Regent Street, 8.W. 1, 
where arrangements incidental to the journey to Italy (reservations 
on trains, through tickets. &c.), can be made. There is every 
indication that both British buyera and British industries will be 
well represented at this Fair. 


Low German Tender for Sheffield Plaut.—According 
to the Sheffield Diily Telegraph, Mr. S. E. Fedden, general manager 
of the Sheffidd Electric Supply Department, speaking at the 


second annual dinner of the She ffi ald Section of the Junior Insti- 


tution of Engineers, on 4th inst., said that during the last few 
days he had received a German offer of a large plant which com- 
plied in every way with the requirementa of the city’s supply 
department. It was offered at £40000, and the lowest tender by 
English manufactarera for the same thing was £100,000. How 
oould we possibly compete with that sort of thing? By working 
long hours at low wages the Germans were making & bold bid to 
be in the position of victors instead of vanquished. Dealing with 
the industrial situation at home, Mr. Fedden said that it presented 
a most difficult problem at present and, personally. he felt that 
there were still greater difficulties to be faced before industry 
really settled down to its normal level. Such a position could be 
restored only by everybody putting his back into work. 

" Wages in all branches of industry will have to come down." he 
continued, “and they will have to come down heavily. The sooner 
we face it the better, but politicians will not face the fact. Wages 
have got to come down, and the sooner the working men reali:e it 
the better. Otherwise half the population will have to emigrate." 
Along with less wages must come less profits if the situation was 
to be saved. 

The price of coal must be brought down to half or even lower, 
and therefore there muet bs a big cut in minera' wages. This 
would be followed by lower railway rates, and so on. 


Czecho-Slovakia.— Trua, the new organ for the electrical 
trade in the Cz-cho-Slovak Republic and East Bohemia, which has 
seen its eleventh issue, is mainly a workman's organ, but the 
highest branches are catered for, its editor being Engineer Gustav 
Meyer. It is interesting to observe that, while advocating the 
Socialist standpoint, it is empha'ic regarding the Bolshevic version 
of it. Russia.“ it says, which, after the collapse, took the first 
step to realise the beautiful Socialist idea, can offer us generally no 
good example." Its Socialism, apparently, is of the respectable, 
ra'ional order, which seeks to raise the working class by 
self-education, both tecbnical and economic. This education, it 
says, will save them from the unresson of striking workmen," - 
whcse action in the past has ruined rich industries, or rendered 
them useless for indefinite periods for the welfare of whole 
kingdoms. In this connection Russia offers us a sad and warning 
lesson." 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. [Vol 88. No. 2,259, Marom 11, 1921. 


1 Am 2 


. Book: Notlices.— The Practical Engineer" Electrical 
Pocket-Book and Diary, 1921. (610 pp.). London: The Technical 
Publishing Co., Ltd. Price, 28. cloth, 2s. 6d. bast binding, net.— 
The twenty-second issue of this pocket-book has ‘been revised 
carefully, and additions have been made in many directions. The 
səction on “ Wireless Telephony" has been amplified to include 
thermionic valve reception, &c. New information is given on power- 
factor indicators, and the use of condensers for improving power- 
factor. The section on Patents has also receive i attention. 

“The Electrical Power Engineer.“ Vol. II, No. 8. February. 
1921. Price 4d.—In this issus the editor complains of lack of 
contributors, but admirably fills the gap himself. Reporte of 
negotiations in the matter of the National Joint Board award, 
notes on the Ilford dispute, &c., occupy a large part of the 
journal. 

The Journal of the Röntgen Society. Vol. XVII, No. 66. 
January, 1921. (48 pp.). London: Percy Lund, Humphries & Co., 
Ltd. Price 5s. net quarterly (to non-members).—The Presidential 
Address of Dr. Robert Knox is given in full, and many important 
subjects are dealt with. "X-Ray Work at Schenectady,’ by Dr. 
W. D. Coolidge (with discussion), and E'ectrons " (Twelfth Kelvin 
Lecture), by Sir William Bragg, K.B.E., F.R.S., alao appear, as well 
as abstracts of current literature upon radiology, &c. 

“Electric Bells, Alarms and Signalling Systems.“ By H. G. 
White, Pp. 114, 75 diagrams. 
Price 38. 6d. net. 

." High-Tension Switchgear.” By H. E. Poole. Pp. viii + 118; 
26 figs. London: Sir I. Pitman & Sons. Price 28. 6d. net. 


New ladiau Company.—Among the new companies con- 
nected with the supply and distribution of electricity in India is 
the Maymyo Electric Power Station, Ltd., Maymyo, Burmah, capital 
600 000 rupees. 


The Revival of German Industries.— Ex-President 
Poincar, in the political article in the Rerue des Deuz Mondes 
(February Ist), dealing with Germany's reparations, argues that 
her ability to pay lies, not in the amount of her actual capital, 
but in her annual productive capacity, and adduces as evidence 
of the inorease of that capacity the following illuminating 
information on the rapid recovery of German industry, furnished 
in a public lecture by M. Georges Blondel, Professor at the Collé ze 
de Franoe, who has paid several visits to Germany since the peace, 
and corroborated by all the leading German papers. At Essen, 
Bochum, and Dortmund, the ironworks are in full activity. Tha 
great firms of Krupp, Thyssen, Stinnes, and Mannesmann distri- 
bute dividends of 10, 15, 20, 40, and even 60 per cent. The 
Allgemeine Elektricitits Gesellschaft has just distributed 14 per 
cent., and Krupp reporte net profits of Mk.69 mill. The textile 
industry is equally flourishing. The Aolnische Zeitung (January 7th) 
states that the mills have resumed full activity, and are distri- 
tributing dividends of 10, 15,and 18 per cent. In the chemical 
industry, the firm of Bayer, of Leverkasen, has recently paid a 
dividend of 18 par cent. On all sides are to be seen the same signs 
of réoovery. The wood industry has been reorganised the more 
rapidly, in that Germany possesses immense forests, 39 per cent. 
of which, in the form of domain and Crown foresta, are owned 
by the State. The paper industry has no longer anything to 
complain of, and the Reishotz works have also paid a dividend of 
18 per cent. "While the majority of French banks dare not lock 
up any of their funde, and in many cases are living from hand 
to mouth, the German banks realise large profits and distribute 
dividends varying from 10 to 25 per cent. The cartel syatem, 
which was so widespread before the war, has been re-established 
in all its force, as the Aolnische Zeitung and Germania exultantly 
proclaim. To-morrow we shall see German industry rejuvenated, 
and, led by a select number of bold captains of industry, ready 
once. more to capture the world's markets. All the better for 
Germany., This marvellous revival does credit to her spirit of 
initiative, her will, and her patriotism. We are not so ungenerous 
as to fail to do justice to these remarkable efforts. But at least 
let her cease from shouting ruin. Do not let her continue to pose 
as the insolvent debtor, and let her lay aside the disguise of starva- 
tion and poverty.— Economie lteriew. 


Registration of Contractors.— The Electrical Contractor 
says that one of the most important matters immediately before 
the Electrical Contractors’ Association is the question of Regis- 
tration. Every effort is being made to press this claim before the 
Government Departments which have power to initiate the 
necessary legislation, 


Prices Reduced.—THR Bastian ELEOTRIO Co., LTD., 
announces that, owing to the lower cost of raw material, it is 
reducing the list prices of Bastian tanks and accessories by 10 per 
cent. We understand that upwards of 200 of these tanka have 
now been installed, with satisfactory resulta. 


Scandinavian Electricians’ Union.—Berlingske Tidende 
learns from Christiania that a meeting has been held there between 
representatives of the Danish, Norwegian, and Swedish Elec- 
tricians’ Unions. Important decisions were reached, the chief 
one being an agreement by which, in case of a serious dispute in 
one of the Unions, the other Unions would be bound to contribute 
pecuniary support amounting to at least Kr. 90,000 during a pariod 
of 12 weeks, [n less important disputes assistanc? is to be afforded 
aocording to a fixed scale. These and other agreements will have 
the effect of oombining the three Unions into what, for practical 
purposes, will be one body.— Router Irada Service (Copenhagen), 


London: 8. Rentell & Co., Ltd. 


Trade-Mark Applications.—A ppended is a summary of 
the recent app'icatione for British trade-marks in connection with 
the electrical industriea and trades :— 

Wagner Quality (lettering and design). No. 401,788. Class 6. 
Electrical macbinery. Wagner Electrical Manufacturing Co., 
6,400, Plymouth Avenue, St. Louis, U.S.A. March 12th, 1920. 

Singalvo. No. 109,749. Class 11. Electric appliances for 
curative purposes. Paul Bischofberger, 21, Central Strasse, Lucerne, 
Switzerland. November 15th, 1920. 

W (letter in form of design). No. 407,511. Class 13. Elec- 
trical goods. Mitchell & Co., Ltd., Endwell Works, Endwell Road, 
Brockley, S.E. August 28th, 1920. 

G. H. B. (lettering and design). No. 410,074. Class 13. Sparking 
plugs. G. H. Barraclough, John Street, Thornton, Bradford, Yorks. 
November 26th, 1920. l l 

Lecfur. No. 408,431. Clasa 18. Electric furnaces, electric 
rivet heaters, and electrio hardening and tempering plant. Leeds 
Electric Construction Co., Ltd., Charmouth Street, Leeds. October 
6th, 1920. 

Dagea. No. 409,771. Class 18. Electric heating and cooking 
apparatus. Auerlicht Gesellschaft, 11-14, Ehrenberg Strasse, 
Berlin, November 13th, 1920. 

Westinghouse (lettering and design). No. 410,655. Class 13. 
Connectors for secondary batteries. Westinghouse Union Battery 
Co, Swiss Vale, Penn., U.S.A. December 16th, 1920. 


Commercial Experts to Visit Italy.—At the suggestion 
of the former British Ambassador, Sir Rennell Rodd, the Lord 
Mayor of Glasgow is arranging that between two and three hundred 
important persons from political, industrial, and commercial 
centres in Glasgow, Manchester, Li vei pool, and London will shortly 
make a trio to various Italian cities, including Milan, Venice, 
Florence, Genoa, and Rome. The party is expected to arrive 
shortly. Commercial circles here welcome the visit, as it will 
enable English business experts to ascertain the situation in Italy 
for themselves, and thus initiate the strengthening of business 
relations between their country and Italy.— Reuter's Trade Service 
(Rome). 


Catalogues for Venezaela.—A commercial museum is to 
be established in connection with the Department of Commerce in 
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Venezucla. The museum is 
intended to be a permanent exhibition of samples of both home 
and foreign products, of catalogues of foreign firms, commeroial 
reviews, &c, and a free information service with rezard to these 
matters will bə maintained. The Director of the Department of 
Commorce has informed H.M. Vice-Consul that United Kingdom 
samples, catalogues, in fact, anything that will help to promote 
trade between the two countries, will ba gladly received, and should 
bs addressed as follows :—Senor Director, Direccion de Politioa 
Oomm:rcial, Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, Oaraoas, 
Venezuela. 


Underground Efficlency.— In pursuance of the sixth 
series of Staff Efficiency Meetings organised by the Underground 
Companies, the fifth meeting was held at the L.G.0.0. Training 
School at Chelsea. It was attended by upwards of 300 members of 
the Administrative and Control Staff. A paper on " Lifts and 
Escalators was read by Mr. W. S. Graff Baker, electrical assistant 
to the mechanical engineer of the Underground Railways, and was 
followed by a general discussion. The importance of the subject is 
emphasi-ed by the fact that nearly 1,000,000 passengers are carried 
by the Underground lifts and escalators every week - day.—Ial ing ou 
Gazette, 


Social Events.—The members of the Victoria Work: 
Athletic Club (Messrs. Johnson & Phillips, Ltd., Charlton, S.E.) 
held their annual dinner on Saturday, 5th inst., in the club-rooms 
attached to the works. The chair was occupied by the president, 
Mr. H. J. Sheppard, general manager of the firm, supported by the 
vice-presidents (departmental managers). After dinner the usual 
toasts were given, with a concert following, the artistes all being 
members of the club and firm. 


German Electric Comparies in Sweden.—The Siemens- 
Schuckert Co. and the Allgemeine Elektricitüts Gesellschaft have 
formed a new company at Stockholm for the purpose of manu- 
facturing and selling incandescent lamps and electric apparatus. 
The minimum share capital is fixed at Kr. 250,000.—Jteuter’s Trade 
Service (Stockholm). 


For Sale.— By direction of the Disposal Board, Mr. 
H. D. Phillips will sell by auction on March 22nd, 23rd, and 24th, 
at the Royal Hotel, Bristol, shipyard plant, cranes, machine tools, 
electriz generators, motors, cable, &c., lying at Beachley, Portishead 
and Portbury, and Frampton gravel pits. Mr. G. Tinsley will sell 
by auction on April 13th and 14th, at the South Careton Aero- 
drom3, Linos., huts, hangars, and machinery, incluling the 
contents of the power station, also aurplus materials, fixtures, &c. 

Messrs. A. T. & E. A. Crow will offer by auction on April 7th, at 
Lemington, near Newcastle-on-Tyne, a quantity of electrical plant, 
motora, machine tools, &c., lying at depots in the Newcastle district. 

Peterborough Corporation Electricity Department invites offers 
for one 240-kW d.c. generating sat, one 120-k W ditto with one spare 
armature, various pipes, valves, &c. 

Accrington Corporation Electricity Department has for disposal 
a surface condensing plant, by Ashton, Frost & Co,, complete with 
pumps, oil separator, &o. 

Winchester Corporation invites offers for two 2)0-kW generating 
sets. For full particulars, see our advertisement pages to-day. 
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Art in Illumination.— There is increasing evidence that 
the enormous possibilities of lighting as a means of beautifying a 
building, as well as serving its primary object, are being realised 
more and more. People are not satisfied nowadays with a plain 
lamp and reflector which clash with their surroundings, but seek 
to find a means of illumination which, while efficient, falls in 
with the general schema of things. In these circumstarces a 
collection of such means becomes of more than ordinary interest. 
Messrs, ALBERT LEE & Co., LTD., 8 and 9, New Zealand Avenue, 
E.C. 1, have recently instituted a display of this nature. Behind a 
rather unpretentious exterior they have amassed an exhibition of 
all kinds of lighting fittinga showing excellent taste and variety. 
The show-room ia of ample size, and is not over-crowded in spite 
of the multitu dinous nature of the display. From the ceiling are 
suspended many types of bowl fittings in alabaster, carved " rotten- 
stone and glass of all kinds, including some examples of pressed 
glass, which is a wonderful imitation of alabaster with a moon- 
stone effect. There are lanterns of all pericds, and the old brass 
and ironwork is very true to type. The cut.glass bowls, of which 
there are numerous examples, are of very fine workmanship, and 
the same may ba said of the painted coloured bowls. Wall fittings 
have their place in the showroom, and are tastefully arranged 
with a view to correct display. A secret light shown consists 
of an elliptical alabaster bowl with an oxidised silver rim, and 
gives a beautifully soft light. This is guitab!e for installing in the 
nooke usually found in houses of the Tudor or Elizabethan periods, 
Many kinds of glass shades for wall brackets are showa, including 
flambeaux candelabra, and tinted and painted glassware. Some 
excellent examples of Japanese silk shades for lamp standards are 
exhibited, as well as standards in various woods snd metal finishes. 
Fioor atandards, Tudor, Jacobean, Sheraton, &c., appear, and 
" outlets" are provided at intervals in the floor for plugging into 
to demonstrate these. There are "outlets" all over the place, 
making demonstration a very simple matter. The lights are wired 
in small groups, and the switching arrangements provide for the 
ewitching off of agroup from the next switch plate in progress 
round the room, so that it is unnecessary to run back and switch 
off each time a new group is reached. The furniture is in harmony 
wit h the spirit of the display, the smaller exhibits being mounted 
on antiqua dark oak or mahogany tables. The display is, without 
doubt, worthy of a visit from those interested in the art of 
illamination. 


Scottish Electricians’ Strikes.—In many parts of Scot- 
land electriciavs have come out on strike over a wages dispute, the 
National Conference in Edinburgh, on March 4th, having failed to 
reach a settlement. The employers are reducing the wages by 3d. 
&n hour, making the wages 2s. an hour. In Aberdeen the position 
is complicated by the Union's action in bringing apprentices out, and 
it is stated the employers are to raise the question of the legality of 
this aotion. Public lighting is not affected, nor are shipyarde or 
engineeriog works. 

E. T. U. Conference.— The Electrical Trades Union will 


hold its annual conference in Black pool during Whit- week. 


Electrical Exhibitions, — Under the auspices of the 
municipal authorities, an electrical exhibition is to be held in the 
Town Hall, Aylesbury, from March 21st to 21th. Practical demon- 
strations of electrical cooking. heating, washing and cleaning will 
be carried out, and electric-lighting sets, electric vehicles and small 
farm plants will be shown in ope rat on. Lectures upon electricity 
in the hone and applied to agricaltu-e are being arranged. 

The municipality of Hereford is also contemplating the arrange- 
ment of a display of electrical apparatus, with an electrical 
cafe, &c. 

The Lyons Fair.—At the Lyons Fair, which opened 
on March Ist, Great Britain heads the foreign representation with 
115 stands, More than 60 firms are grouped by the Federation 
of British Industries. The Federation is giving a daily kinema 
show in which many British products are seen in process of manu- 
facture.— Daily Mail, 


The Fall ia Metais and Australian Productlon.— 
Owing to the fall in the price of metals, the Queensland Govern- 
ment is closing down the Chillagoe silver, lead, and copper 
smelting works. Fifteen hundred employés are affected.— 
Tha Times. 


New Italian Companies.—There has been formed at 
Borgosesia the Società Idroelletrica dell'Artogna with a capital of 
3,000,000 lire, for the development of the hydro-electric industry. 

The Società Imp'anto Elettrico has been embodied at Cagliari, 
with & capital of 300,600 lire, and offices at Sanluri. ° 

The Stabilimento Italiano Lavorazione Elettrica Serramenti 
M. Bassi Janovitz has been estab:i-hed at Gorizia with a capital of 
200.000 lire. 

There has been constituted at Milan (Via Monte Napoleoni 39) 
the Società Italiana per l'Aczumulaziore Termoelettrica T.E A. for 
the manufacture of economical electric cooking apparatus. Capital, 
5,000,000 lire. 

The Imprese Forniture Elettriche Ing. Beretta has been launched 
at Milan (Via Meravigli 7) for the manufacture of electrical 
machinery, with a capital of 300,000 lire, 

The Socie'à Elettrotecnica Ing. F.G. Pistorelli e Ca has been 
embodied at Padua for the construction and equipment of central 
stations. Capital, 400 000 lire. 

At Varese has been formed, as a company, the Industria, Com- 
mercio, Applicazioni Termiche Elettriche, with a capital of 
6,000,000 lire, for the equipment and carrying out of electro- 
thermic installations. i 


LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Aldenham.— House LiGgTiNG.— The Watford Rural 
District Council has arranged to extend the lighting mains tosupply 
electricity to houses at Aldenham, and to connect at the rate of £4 
per house. 


Australia, —SvypNkv (N. S. W.).— A keen controversy is 
taking place in Sydney as to whether a new turbo-alternator, 
required in connection with an extension of the city's electricity 
service, should be manufactured locally or imported from the 
United States. It bas been shown that the Cockatoo works can 
manufacture the boilers and the turbine, and that they may possibly 
be able to make the greater part of the generator. The boilers 
made there for H. M. A. S. Brisbane, and other warships, are said to 
be of a similar type to those required by the City Council. The 
turbines made and installed in the ships were also much the same 
as the Council requires. Meanwhile the contract is in abeyance.— 
Reuter's Trade Service (Melbourne). 

The Municipal Council has decided that it is inadvisable for the 
electrical engineer to join a conference of representatives of Govern- 
ment authorities and other suppliers of electricity to consider 
what form legislation should take to provide for the control of 
wholesale bulk power development and transmission within the State. 


Bentley (Yorks.).—llov3sE Licutme.—The Doncaster 
Electricity Committee. after considering correspondence with the 
Bentley-with-Arksey Urban Council, has recommended (1): — That 
the Corporation undertake to supply electricity to the proposed houses 
at Arkeey Lane at (47) a fixed rental of 1s. 3d. per week per house, 
plus 2d. for each unit metered ; (b) that the charges in respeot of 
the Victoria Road site be revised to correspond with the above- 
mentioned terms; and (2) that in the event of accep'ance, appli- 
cation be made for sanction to borrow £6 205 for the provision of 
high- and low-pressure mains and transformer equipment for these 
purposes. i EE. 

Bexhill— Seconp-Hanp PLANT. — The Council has 
ascertained from the Electricity Commissioners that the shortage 
of electrioity cannot be met for several years by the Government 
scheme or the Hastings scheme for bulk supply. It being, there- 
fore, incumbent on the Council to provide the required generating 
plant, it was resolved to purchase a second-hand 500-kW Belliss- 
Dick, Kerr generating set from the Accrington Corporation for the 
sum of £3,800. The Council is advised tha’ the plant should be 
good for at least 10 years. 


Bideford (Devon),—EeEctriciry SuPPLY.—The Town 
Council has signed an agreement with Mr. S. L. Knill, of- Barn - 
staple, fora supply of electricity for the town. l 


- Birmingham. —P8&oFIT on USDERTAKING.—In the period 
April lst to December 31st, 1920, the Birmingham electric supply 
department made a prcfit of £39,500. Of that surplus, £32,500 
was realised during the December quarter, when local trade was 
fairly active ; the six spring and summer months, with the com- 
paratively small and broken load, realised but £7,000 profit. It 
was reported that since the New Year there had been a great falling- 
off in the consumption of electricity, due, of course, to trade depres- 
sion, and. in view of present conditions, the Committee decided 
that it would be unwise to make any contribution to the relief of 
the rates, and the credit would be carried forward.— Birmingham 
Post. ] 


Blackburn.—PROPOSED SUB-STATION.— A Committee cf 
the Town Council is inquiring into the question of erecting an 
electricity sub- station at Brownhill in connection with the 
generating station at Whitebirk, now approaching completion. 

DISPOSAL OF OLD PLANT. — The Electricity Committee has 
authorised the electrical engineer to dispose of the older plant at 
Jubilee Street station, when no longer required. i 


Blackpool.—SxoRg NUISANCE.—At a meeting of the 
Town Counoil, complaints were made that soot from the electricity 
works was driving visitors away from the town. An undertaking 
was given that the nuisance would be abated. m“ £ 


Bolton.—V:81T oF IssPECTION.— The Electricity Com- 
mittee has authorised the chairman and the electrical engineer to 
visit the works of the Escher, Wyss Co. for the purpose of 
witnessing the testing of the 12,000-kW turbine that is being 
manufactured for the Corporation. 2E ge 


Bradford. — ELECTRICITY Works ALTERATIONS. — 
Expenditure approved by the Corporation Advisory and Co-ordina- 
tion Sub-Committee, covering a total for all Committees of £54,922, 
asa charge on capital account and revenue expenditure of £8.227, 
includes £19,557 for ateel- work for alterations at the Bolton Road 
electricity works. l 


Braintree. — ELECTRICITY SuerLY.—The Urban District 
Council has signed an agreement with the East Anglian Elec- 
tricity Co. for a publio supply of electricity on the overhead 
system, at lid. per unit for lighting and 4d for heat ng, less ld. 
for cash. 


Burton-on-Trent.— EXTENSION ScHEME.— The Gas and 
Electricity Committee recommends the Corporation to approve & 
scheme for the extension of the electricity works, with a view to 
supplying the Sonth Derbyshire district, subject to the consent of 
the Electricity Commissioners and the ability of the Finanos 
Committee to raise the necessary funds. 
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Canada.—CENTRAL SrATIONS.— Some interesting facta 
are contained in the part of the Census of Industry, 1918, dealing 
with central stations in Canada. The enormous preponderance of 
water power stations is clearly shown. The hydro-electric stations 
in the Dominion represent 91'4 per cent. of the total, and develop 
1,682 191 h.p. Steam stations constitute 7'9 per cent., and gas and 
oil stations '7 per cent., the total development being 1,811,114 h.p., 
or '209 h.p. per head of population. The number of separate 
undeitakings is 795, of which 418 are municipally owned; 515 of 
the undertakings are generating, and the remainder distributing. 
The total amount of capital sunk in the industry ie given as 
$101,942,402. The number of persone engaged in central station 
and allied work is 9,696, representing an annual wage bill of 
310.354.242. The revenue from the sale of power reaches a tctal 
of $53,549,133. The majority of the stations have capacities of 
leas than 200 kVA—the actual number being 284. The rest of the 
stations are classified as follows :—200-500 kVA, 80; 50 
1000 kVA, 47; 1,000-2,000 kVA, 26; 2,000-5,009 kVA, 41; 
5,000 kVA and over, 37. 


Chile. — HypRo- ELECTRIC DEVELOPMENTS. — Vast 
natural water-power resources in the central provinces of Chile 
are to be used for generating electricity for Santiago, Valparaiso, 
and neighbouring cities and towns. A company, capitalised at 
$3 250,000, has been formed for the purpose and work has already 
been started on a hydro-electric plant on the Colorado River, near 
Santiago, where it is expected 18,000 h.p. can be developed. The 
project is backed largely by Chilean capital. The motive for the 
promotion of the company was the need of more power by 
both the Valparaiso and Santiago tramwaye and by mining and 
industrial enterprises. Until recently no water-power concessions 
in Chile were granted by the President of the Republic for more 
than 35 years, but the latest concessions are eaid to be perpetual.— 
Reuter's Trade Service (Santiago). 


Continental. — HoLLAND. — In a recent issue the 
Nieuwe Rotterdamsche Courant states that, in accordance with 
the conditions of the contract for the supply of electricity to 
Stolwijk, Bergambacht, and Ammerstol by the municipality of 
Gouda, the latter has been requested to replace by underground 
cables the aerial network which is used at present. "The costs have 
been estimated at 83,000 gulden, to which 7,000 gulden is to 
be added for a telephone cable of 14 km. 


ITALY.—The ambitious scheme of the Provincial Administration 
of Udine to extract the waters of the River Tagliamento and 
divert them into the Lake of Cavasso, in connection with a large 
hydro-electric station to be built there, has already passed the 
official scrutiny, and leave to begin the works is likely to be issued 
shortly. Equally favourable reception has also been accorded to 
the requeat for & concession of the waters of tbe Rivers Lumieci 
and Degano. 

A concession has been granted to the Società per le Forze Idrau- 
liche della Silal to construct and utilise three reservoirs to be built 
on the upper courses of the Rivers Neto, Árvo, and Appollino, in 
the province of Cosenza, for the generation of electricity and for 
irrigation purposes. The power to be yielded by these planta is 
estima:ed at over 160,000 h.p., and the Government reserves the 
right to acquire enerzy at cost price for public purposes, and 
atipulates that within a year after the starting of the firat central 
station, power to the extent of one-third of its output, and not 
less than 5,000 kW, is to be supplied to work the Calabro-Lucana 
railway. The construction and equipment of the reservoir with 
the necessary piping, &c., will represent a large engineering under- 
taking. The contents of the Arvo and Appollino reservoirs 
alone are estimated at 210,000,000 cb. metres. The equip- 
ment of the Appollino station will comprise seven generators of 
12,500 h p. each, reserve included, with exciters coupled, the machine 
hall having floor dimensions of 54 x 21 metres. The equipment 
of the Neto station will consist of eight generators of 14,700 h.p. 
each, including the reserve, and three 500-h.p. exciters. the machine 
hall havir g floor dimensions of 64 x 17 metges. The electric energy 
which these large undertakirga will supply, when comp'eted, is 
expected to benefit not only the provirce of Calabria, but the whole 
of southern Italy. 


LUXEMBOURG.—A general strike has been declared. All the 
factorics in the mining district are at a standstill, and have been 
oocupied by the military. The town of Luxembourg is without 
light. It is feared that the strike may extend to the railways.— 
Reuter's Trade Service (Luxembourg, March 3rd). 


FINLAND.—A Committee appointed by the Government has 
reported in favour of a vote of credit of 10°56 millions of marks for 
the purpose of harnessing State waterfalla and the purchase of 
new falle. According to the present proposals, work is to begin 
at Imatra and Linnankoski, which are to be joined, and power 
generated from one station. During the present year certain 
expropriations are to be made for Linnankoski,and a temporary 
power station erected at Imatra.— T. mes Trade Supplement, 


BELGIUM.—Owing to the increasing demand for electricity for 
lighting and power purposes, the Société d' Electricité de 1 Escaut, 
of Antwerp, is enlarging the capacity of its generating sta ion at 
Merzem to 33,000 kW. The company has recently secured the 
conceasion for the supply of electricity to 13 more communes, 
including the town of Lierre, and is in negotiation with reference 
to a number of others. 

BosN1A.—The Jugoslav Government has granted a concession for 


the establishment of a big electric central station in Bosnia. The 
station will be worked by the water of the Kovalschevo Polje, 


which will be led by a 10-km. channel to Tricana, where a fall of 
id 5 will be arranged. It is estimated that 30,000 h. p. 
obtained. 


will 

Darwen.— Lokx.— The Town Council has applied to the 

Electricity Commissioners for sanction to borrow £1,524 to extend 

electricity maine. The Council has approved the agreement for the 

supply by Blackburn Corporation of electricity in bulk to Darwen. 
The laying of mains has already been undertaken. 


Dewsbury.—BuL& SuPPLv.—Having entered into an 
agreement to buy electricity in bulk from the Yorkshire Electric 
Power Co, at a cost of £3,000 per year, the electricity department 
has inetalled new rotary converter plant to deal with this supply. 
The payment to the company is guaranteed for three years, irre- 
spective of whether a supply is taken or not. The new plant, 
which has cot £7,000, comprises a sub-station, two transformers, 
two alternating-current rotary starting panels, two rotaries, and 
a direct-current awitchboard. The plant will reduce the voltage 
of the supply from 10,000 to 450. 


Dever.—Matins ExXTRENSTONS.— The Town Council has 
received sanction to a loan of £6,165 for mains, The mains are to 
be extended to St. Margaret’, at a cost of £4,000, to supply the 
villaze and the South Foreland lighthouse, and the authorities are 
asked to pay 104d. per unit for the lighthouse eupply of 1,500 units 
per annum, 


Dublla.— WATER-POWER INVESTIGATIONS.—A report of 
the Electricity Supply Committee to the Corporation states that 
recent investigations have definitely established that the River 
Liffey, if properly utilised, is probably oapab'e of supplying all the 
present power requirements of Dublin and district, and that the 
power passing to waste in the river averages 10,000 h.p. if spread 
uniformly over the 8,700 hours of the year. The Committee 
expresses the opinion that an eminent water-power engineer should 
be secured, at a fee not exceeding £1,000, to report fully on the 
possibilities. 

EXTENDED " CURFEW " ORDER.—Military regulations extending 
the curfew to 9 (instead of 10) p.m., have not interfered with the 
public electrio lighting, but early closing of shops—such as 
licensed premises—theatres, kinemas, and of the chief post-offices 
where counter-work is done, and the early retirement of private 
consumers, must necessarily have a serious eff. ct on the consump- 
tion. Some important industries using electricity have abandoned 
nightwork altogether. 


U 

Dundee.— TRHR GRAMPIAN ScHEME.— Asked if it was 
not possible that the Town Council might get some share in the 
management of the company in the event of the Town Council 
taking power in bulk, Sir Henry Babington Smith (chairman of 
the Hydro-Electric Development Co.) said the company would 
weloome representation from Dundee if Dundee would contribute a 
share of the capital and take a share of the profits. They might 
participate in the provision of or provide the transmission line for 
carrying the power to Dundee. 

Report ON Loca EnRicHT ScHEME.—The Corporation has 
received a report from Prof. Gibson, Manchester, and Major 
Richardson, the Corporation ergineer, on methode for adding to 
the city's electricity supply, particu arly by water power. Atten- 
tion is called to the increasing demands upon the existing steam 
station, and the two praotical ways in which hydro-eleotricity may 
be obtained, by developing the Ericht-Tummel scheme, or a 
part of it, or by purchase from the suggested Grampian E'ectricity 
Supply Co. If purchase from the company were decided upon, a 
definite contract would have to be entered into for supply at a lower 
price than that at whioh the city could produce it, and an adequate 
supply must be guarenteed. Failiag tbis, the Corporation should oon- 
sider developing the Ericht portion of thescheme alone, and this could 
be done foc an approximate capital expenditure of 1,100,000 If 
this were work eu in conjunction with the present steam station and 
the extensions proposed, the t«tal supply would be at least 110 
million units per annum, or fully four times the present output. 
The average cost would then be approximately U'61d. per unit. 


East Ham, — EsrixATED Daricit.— The borough 
treasurer has submitted a report to the Lighting Committee, upon 
the approximate position of the electricity undertaking for the 
nine months ended December 31st, 1930, showing an estimated 
net deficienoy for the period of £11,780, which is accounted for by 
increases of war bonus, cost of ocal, &c, 


Electricity Districts.—W ksT RIDING (AIRE AND OALDER) 
DISTRICT INQUIRY.—In pursuance of the provisional determination 
by the Electricity Commissioners of the above-named district. they 
give notice that they will hold a local inquiry in tbe Civil Court, 
Town Hall, Leeds, on Tuesday, April 12ta, 1921, at 10.30 s.m, and 
following days with reference to the area to be included in the 
proposed district, and the objections and representations which 
have been made, and to consider schemes which|have been submitted 
by (a) the Corporation of Leeds; (5) a conference of West Riding 
local authorities; and (c) ce:tain proposals by the Yorksh:re 
Electric Power Co, for effe.ting an improvement of the existing 
organisation for the supply of electricity in the said district. 

Copies of the respective schemes and proposals may be obtained 
from (a) Sir Robert Fox, Town Clerk, 11, Park Square, Le:ds, at a 
cost of 68. each; (b) Mr. N. J. Fleming, solicitor to the Conference 
of West Riding Authorities, Town Clerk's Office, Bradford, at a 
coat of 58. each; and (o) the Secretary, the Yorkshire Electrio 
Power Co., Wellington Road, Dewsbury, at a cost of 2s, 6d. each, 
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Copies of technioal particulars in support of the said schemes and 
proposals can also be obtained ata reasonable charge on application 
at the addresses stated prior to the date of the inquiry. 

PROPOSED GENERATING STATION AT FEBRYBRIDGE,—The Com- 
missioners give farther notice that they will at the same time 
inquire into an application made by the Yorkshire Electric Power 
Co. for the consent of the Commissioners under Seo. 11 of the 
Electricity (Supply) Act, 1919, to the establishment by the company 
of a new generating station at Ferrybridge. 

LONDON AND HOME CoUuNTIES.—AÀt a special meeting held on 
Tuesday, _the Conference of local authorities owning electricity 
undertakings in Greater London, had before it a draft adminis- 
trative scheme and also a proposed technical scheme. The 
Electricity Commissioners have fixed March 31st for the deposit of, 
and June 7th (provisionally) for the inquiry into, schemes for this 
area. 

The engineering proposals have been drawn up for the con- 
ference by Mr. C. H. Wordingham, in conjunction with Mr. J. H. 
Rider, representing the London County Council, and Sir A. B. W. 
Kennedy and Mr. G. W. Partridge, representing nine of the 
principal supply companies within the area. Sir Philip Dawson 
also co-operated with regard to railway electrification and power 
demands. In preference to shutting down all existing local 
stations and taking the supply from new capital power stations 
erected on suitable sites, the committee recommends the retention 
and development of certain existing stations, the remainder being 
gradually shut down and new capital stations being established as 
required, It points out the improbability of any capital station 
being erected and made fully ready for work before the winter of 
1925, and it proposes a scheme in two stages. 

In the first stage 34 existing stations would be progressively 
shut down and supplied in bulk by means of interoonnecting cables 
from the remainder. In the meantime the ereotion of four new 
capital stations would be started, three on the north side of the 
Thames, and one on the south side, on sites (three to the east of 
Blackwall Tunnel and one up-river). 

As these stations became ready for work, the second stage would 
be reached, and 26 of the remaining stations would be progressively 
closed. Of the remaining 17 stations in the area two would be 
reconstructed and considerably enlarged to act as capital stations, 
seven would be permanently retained to act as auxiliary generating 
stations in conjunction with the new capital stations, and the 
remaining eight, near the outekirts of the area, would have to be 
kept at work for a considerable period to serve the local demands, 
until it became commercially practicable to extend the transmission 
mains to their neighbourhood. 

The installed capacities of the capital stations would vary, in the 
first instance, between 70,000 and 200,000 kW, mostly in sets of 
25,000 kW. Several of the sites would permit of much larger 
stations if required. The estimated capital expenditure by the 
Joint Electricity Authority for the firat stage erding 1925-6 is 
4 13,050,000, including the first portions of the capital stations 
with an installed capacity of 200,000 kW, and for the second stage 
ending 1930-81 at £30,750,000, including an installed capacity of 
875,000 kW in the capital stations. These figures do not ‘nclude 
the cost of acquiring existing generating stations or existing inter- 
connecting mains.—TZhe Times. 


Ellesmere Port. —ELECTRIC  LicHTING ORDER.—The 
Council has been informed by the Electricity Commissioners, in 
connection with the Ellesmere Port and Whitby Electrio Lighting 
Order, 1918, that in the event of an order being made authorising 
the Mersey Power Oo. to supply electricity to the Wolverhampton 
Corrugated Iron Oo. the order would contain the usual clause 
empowering the Council to take over the supply when it was able 
to give a supply to those premires; and with regard to the 
question of further time being required for carrying out the works 
under the Council's order, it was open to the Counoil to apply to 
the Ministry of Transport to postpone further consideration of the 
question of revoking the order beyond March 31st next. 


Glasgow. — Inspection or Lox DON LIGHTING. — 
According to The Times, the Corporation is sending a deputation 
to London to investigate the newest systems of street lighting. 


Glossop.— PUBLIO LIunra Contract.—The Town 
Council has accepted the tender of the Urban Electric Supply Co. 
for public lighting for a year. 


Electricity Scheme.—CoMMITTER's INVESTI- 
GATIONS.—The Perthshire Highland District Committee is asking 
the Highland Railway Co. to authorise the latter's engineer, Mr. 
Newlands, to go into the engineering propossls for the Grampian 
electricity scheme, particularly as to the sufficiency of the proposed 
dams at Loch Ericht. The Duke of Atholl says that certain 
stipulations as to the price at which eleotricity would be supplied to 
the district from Blair Atholl to Perth had been considered, but 
the distribution would require to be done by & private company or 
other combination as the promoters would only eupply in bulk. 
The County Council is continuing negotiations with the promoters. 


Guiseley and Yeadon (Yorks.).— ELECTRICITY SUPPLY. 
—The Electrical Distribution of Yorkshire, Ltd., has received a 
ial draft order from the Electricity Commissioners, uuder 
which it is intended to lay mains fcr the general supply of electricity 
within the urban districts of Guiseley and Yeadon within a period 
of two years after the commencement of operation of the order. 


Hereferd.— EXTENSION or SuPPLY.—The Town Council 
bas entered into negotiations with a view to supplying electricity 


to coal-owners of the Forest of Dean, and numerous parishes 
en route will be supplied. A loan of £34,000 for the erection of a 
line to Ross and Lydbrook is to be applied for. 


India.— ELECTRICITY IN THE PuNJAB.—AÀ scheme, 
involving an estimated expenditure of about one crore of rupees, 
has been initiated by the Punjab Hydro-Electric and Industries 
Association of Delhi. The Asacciation proposes to develop elec- 
trical power on four canal falls, and to connect them electrically 
so that power will always be available when any canal is closed.— 
Reuter's Trade Service (Bombay). 


Kirkborton (Yorks.).— ELECTRICITY SuPPLY.—When a 
letter was submitted to the District Council last week, from the 
Electrical Distribution of Yorkshire, Ltd., intimating its intention to 
apply for an order empowering the company to supply electricity 
within the district, and asking for approval, it was stated that the 
Council, at a previous meeting, had already agreed to support the 
application of the Huddersfield Corporation to supply the district. 


Liverpool. — Extensions. — The Tramway, Electric 
Power, and Lighting Committee has approved of the extension of 
the l.p. mains from the statio sub-station in Charles Street to the 
Liverpool Head Post Office, at an estimated cost of £2,083, and 
switchgear in connection therewith, at a cost of £150. 


London.—BE£THNAL GREEN.—The Electricity Committee 
reports that the purchase of the Oval Chapel is about to be com- 
pleted, and it has accordingly considered plans prepared by the 
borough engineer for the conversion of the building into an elec- 
tricity sub-etation. The borough engineer estimates the total cost 
of the works, including the cost of a travelling crane, to be £3,100. 

ISLINGTON.—The Lighting Committee has presented a report 
which the borough treasurer has prepared upon the financial 
position of the electricity undertaking. This shows the capital 
expenditure to December 31st, 1920 (£627.966), the amount of 
loans paid off (£209,196), the amount of loans outstanding 
(£497,718), the amount of interest paid (£287,897), and the total 
commitments, including the above-mentioned capital expenditure 
(£836,018). The borough treasurer has dealt with the alleged 
over-capitalisation of the undertaking, and the Committee agrees 
with the conclusions at which he has arrived, viz., that the basis of 
capital cost per kilowatt shows that the undertaking is not over- 
capitalised, and that a comparison of the prices charged by Islington 
with those charged elsewhere supports this view, In the circum- 
stances, the Committee dees not consider there is any necessity for 
the Council to appoint a Special Committee, as was proposed. 


Macclesfleid. — Prorosep Paice — INOREASE. — The 
Electricity Co. has signified ita intention of applying for permis- 
sion to increase its charges from 8d. to ls. per unit. The Town 
Council is opposing the application, and calling upon the Ministry 
of Transport to hold a local inqiry into all the circumstances. 


Middleton.—LoAN.—The Town Council has decided to 
apply to the Electricity Commissioners for sanction to borrow 
£46,000 to defray the cost of laying a cable and effecting sub- 
station alterations to enable an inoreased bulk supply of electricity 
to be given by the Manchester Corporation. 


Newark. PROPOSRD ELECTRICITY SCHEME.—Following 
upon a report by Mr. C. H. Wordingham, O. B. E., and a canvass of 
the inhabitants, it has been decided that the probable demand 
justifies the application for a provisional order. At a meeting of 
the Council the Mayor was asked if the pos session of an order 
committed the Council to a scheme. The Mayor replied that 
during the past 20 years the Council bad had two orders which 
they had not acted upon. 


New Zealand.— Laks CoLERIDGE.—It is hoped that the 
third pipe line will be completed by June next. By that time it is 
expected that the fifth generator, with a capacity of 3,000 kW, will 
have been installed, ready for use. When this generator is installed 
the capacity of the Lake Coleridge power house will be brought up 
to 9,000 k. W. The sixth generator, which will provide an additional 
3,000 kW has been ordered. Specifications are ready for the fourth 
pipe line, but & contract has not yet been let. With the installa- 
tion of the sixth generator and the fourth pipe line the total 
capacity will be brought up to 12,000 kW, the total aimed at when 
the scheme was originally formulated. It is noteworthy, as indi- 
cating how keen the demand is for electrical energy, that if the 
Lake Coleridge power house was at present capable of generating 
12,000 kW, it would just about meet the total demands for North 
Canterbury. The works connected with the diversion of the 
Harper River into Lake Coleridge are progressing satisfactorily, 
and by May the waters of the Harper should be flowing into the 
lake in time to assist in keeping up the winter load.— Auckland 
Weekly News. 

HORAHORA-AUCKLAND TRANSMISSION LINE.—The construction 
of a high-pressure line, at a cost of £150,000, from Horahora to 
Auckland, has been approved by the Cabinet. Asked when it was 
proposed that this work should be proceeded with, the Minister for 
Publio Works, the Hon. J. G. Coates, said he hoped *hat arrange- 
ments would be made for a start at the earliest possible moment. 
The whole question was contingent upon the Department being 
able satisfactorily to dispose of approximately 2,000 h.p. of elec- 
tricity. When that had been arranged, he had authority to sanotion 
the construction of the transmission line to Auckland.— Aeuter v 
Trade Service (Melbourne). 
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NEWCASTLE (N. S. W.). — Newcastle (N. S. W.) bas been advanced 
the sum of £50,000 by the Commonwealth Bank of Australia for 
the purpose of installing an electrical plant. It is stated that 
exclusive of the demand for bulk power, there are 2,500 house- 
holders who would avail themselves of the opportunity of using 
electric light.—Reuter's Trade Service (Melbourne). 


Tasmania.— LAUNCESTON.— The report of the city 
electrical engineer upon the electricity undertaking for the year 
ended June 30th last, records a total income of £40,847, and 
working expenses, Ko., amounting to £26,963, leaving a groes 
profit of £13,884. This was distributed as follows :—Interest on 
loans, £9,204 ; sinking fund, £1,922; general account, £2,000; 
reserve fund, £758. The last two items represent the net profit, 
and compare with £2,010 in the previous year. During the year 
the connected load was increased by about 600 kW to 6,815 kW, 
while the maximum load reached 1,790 kW; the total plant 
capacity is 1,537 kW, including reserve. 


Torquay.—New  SrATION.—The question of a new 
electricity generating station was further discussed by Torquay 
Town Council on March Ist. Some of the members of the 
responsible Committee, becoming alarmed at the financial position 
of the authority, and the impossibility of securing a loan under 
64 or 61 per cent., carried a proposition that the matter should be 
delayed. The Council decided to secure expert opinion on the 
question of installing a new boiler. 


Tynemouth.— Year's WorkiInG.—The annual report of 
the borough electrical engineer (Mr. C. Turnbull) for the past 
year, just issued, states that the unita sold were 6,811,884, and the 
receipts £34,851, compared with 5,027,069 units, and £27,248, in 
1919. The apparent loss upon the year was £293, compared with 
& profit of £224 for the preceding year: but the department spent 
out of revenue on mains, £605, and on meters, £576, go that the 
profit on the year's working was actually £858. The costs per 
unit sold (excluding three-phase, not sold through Corporation 
mains) were:—Generation. including bulk supply and wages, 
0˙743d.; distribution, 0'125d. ; management and establishment 
expenses, 0 300d.; rates and taxes, 0144d.; interest on lo ma, 
0'216d. ; sinking fund and redemption, 0°418d. ; capital expendi- 
ture out of revenue, 0'113d.; total, 2:059d, The question of 
increasing the charges had been considered, but the Committee 
felt that it was desirable to keep them as low as possible, so that 
consumers would get the benefit, Even with the increased rates 
the charges were still far below those ruling in the majority of 
towns. The engineer notes that the output equals a yearly sale of 
90'6 units per inhabitant. 


United States.— DEVELOPMENT OF NIAGARA FALLS.— 
The development of Niagara Falls water power as a national asset 
on a gigantic plan that would assign all water-power privileges to 
one individual or corporation, thus eliminating grants to variou3 
smaller interests, is urged in various recommendations now before 
the Federal Power Commission. Although agreeing generally that 
a comprehensive system of development should be adopted, the 
recommendations vary greatly as to the nature of the development. 
In approving any grante, the members of the present Commission, 
Messra, Baker, Payne, and Meredith, are inclined to anticipate 
development of methods in the near future that will permit the 
economical transport of power to points 500 miles or more from 
the Falls. Experts have told the Commission that the “single 
assignment" plan should include assignment of water-power 
privileges below the Falls as well as those above. Plans to combine 
the several hundred thousand horse-power taken from the Gorge 
with the millions taken from above the Falls into one project 
were presented. The plans range from tunnelling under Goat 
Island, which hangs on the precipice between the American and 
Canadian Falls, to digging a power and ship canal from Lake Erie 
to Lake Oatario. Proponents of some of the schemeg claim that 
the Government could tax such development to the extent of half 
& million dollars a year, and still give much cheaper power than at 
present, and leve a profit for the corporation on the investment. 
Mr. Baker, chairman of the Commission, has announced that no 
privileges anticipating future amendments to the existing water 
diversion treaty with Canada will be considered by the present 
Commission. Experts inform the Commission that 13,000 cb. ft. 
additional to the 20,000 now diverted on the American side could 
be taken from the Niagara River without marring the scenic 
beauty of the Falls.—Reuter's Trade Service (Washington). 


Wallasey.—Price IxcREASE.— The Wallasey Electricity 
Committee recommends the Council to increage the charges for elec- 
trical energy by 1d. per unit for lighting, and by 11. per unit for 
power and heating. , 


Walton-on-Thames.—PRIOE INCREASE APPROVED. — 
On condition that the rent of meters is not raised, and that the 
maximum charge for electricity is reduced to ls. per unit, the 
Urban District Council has agreed not to oppose the application of 
the Urban Electric Supply Co. for leave to increase the present 
charge. The company’s original application was for 12. 2d. per unit, 


Worksop.—SUPPLY TO CoLLtERY.—The Urban District 
Council has made an agreement with the Wigan Coal and Iron Co., 
Ltd, for an additional supp'y of electricity to the company’s 
Marton pit. 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Australia, —P enTH.— Following on the award raising the 
tramway men's wages to the extent of £13,000 a year, the Govern- 
ment announces a revision of tramway fares. The first 1d. section 
fares from Perth Town Hall have been abolished, the rate being 
increased to 21. For Sunday and holiday travelling an extra 1d. 
will be charged.—Sydney Morning Herald, AOL. 

ToowoomMBa.—There is much comment in Toowoomba on the 
proposed tramway scheme. In his detailed report to the 
Toowoomba City Council, the consulting engineer estimates the 
cost of the tramway at £147,184. The cost of a transmission line, 
sub-stations, and apparatus, is £73,827, making a total estimated 
cost of £221,011.— Brisbane Courier, 


Belfast—Track RENEWALS.— The City Corporation 
has had under consideration a recommendation of the Tramway 
Committee to relay or repair 58 miles of permanent way at 
an estimated cost of £121,500, the work to be spread over a 
period of five years, Certain members of the Council were in 
favour of the work being carried out by direct labour. The 
general manager's recommendation was that the work be con- 
tracted for. Ultimately the matter was referred back to the 
Committee for reconsideration. 


Bolton.—TRaAcKk RENEWALS.— The Tramway Committee 
has decided to relay the track in Blackburn Road, from Halliwell 
Road junction to Dunscar Bridge, in Great Moor Street between 
Bradshawgate and Mawdsley Street, and also in Station Streat. 


Bradford.—INsPECTION or New Car.—The new double- 
deck railless car introduced by the Tramway Depxtment is 
exciting interest in many parts of the country. The latest 
deputation to inspect the car was from Wigan, and intimations 
of & desire to pay visita have been received from the Tramway 
Committees of Glasgow, Oldham, and Southend. 

TRACK RENEWALS.—The Corporation Advisory and Co-ordina- 
tion Sub-Committee has approved, amonget other prospective 
expenditure, the recommendation of the Tramway Committee for 
track construction and renewals at Great Horton (two sections), 
Horton Park Avenue, and Wakefield Road, at a total cost of 
£31,184. 


Chester,.—T nAMCARS vr. B OUSRES.— It was stated at a recent 
meeting of the Council that the cost of bringing the track into 
proper order would be in the neighbourhood of £70,000. The only 
alternatives to this were the institution of a railless system or 
motor-’buses. Reports upon the whole condition of the tram ways 
are to be prepared, dealing with both the working and financial 
sides of the question. 


Continental, —HorLAND.—In the course of his memo- 
randum in reply to the Preliminary Report of the Second Chamber 
on the Bill for the supply of electricity in Holland, the Minister of 
Public Works states that the result of an inquiry has convinced 
him of the desirability of combining the electrification of the 
whole railway syatem with the generation of electricity for other 
purposes, and that the general high-pressure system offers the 
greatest advantages. From every point of view, including cost of 
management, working expenses, and constant servioe, it was 
necessary that the industry should be controlled by the State. 
For this purpose it is proposed to establish the Nederlandsch 
Electriciteitsbedijf Limited Liability Co. at The Hague, with power 
to take over all existing power stations and organise a proper 
supply for the whole country. Thecapital of the company, which 
is given a 99 years lease of life, will be Fl. 15,000,000 in 100 shares 
of F1. 150,000, 51 of which will be held by the State, The board 
of management will consist of three members of Dutch nationality, 
appointed for five yeara at a general meeting of shareholders, 
whose decisions will be subject to the approval of the Minister of 
Public Works.— Economie I- „eib. 

GERMANY.—The electrification of the suburban lines from Berlin 
to Bernau and Hermsdorf has been commenced. A total length of 
204 miles is involved. For this purpose single-phase current at 
15,000 volts and 16% cycles has been selected ; but at present current 
is to be generated as three-phase, the power being taken from an 
existing power houie. Overhead catenary suspension with a 
span of 100 metres has been adopted. At Bernau, carriage sheds 
and workshops are being erected, and it is hoped to complete these 
within two year3.— Technical ler ew, 


Halifax, — Tramway FINANCE. — At a recent Town 
Council meeting, the Tramway Committee asked the Finance 
Committee to make provision in the next year's estimates for an 
amount equal to a 18. rate, to cover any deficiency which the Tramway 
Department might have to face during the year, but the minute was 
deleted, as neither of the Committees had yet framed its estimates. 
The Tramway Committee also recommended application to the 
Ministry of Transport for power to borrow £243 222 for track 
renewals during the next three years, but the minute was referred 
back, on the ground that action should not be taken until after the 
appointment of the new tramway manager, 

ladia.—ErEcTRIO HEADLIGHTS.— The principal railway 
companies of India are reported to b» negotiating for the installa- 
tion of the Pyle-National electric headlight, which throws a beam 
of light 3,000 ft. along the track.— /-uter* Trade Service 
(Bombay). 

Liverpool. — YrAR's WORKING. — The report of the 
general manager of the Corporation tram ways states that the total 
revenue for the year 1920 was £1,157,549, as against £1,207,229 in 
the previous period. Operating costs amounted to 41,386,522, 
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compared with £1,022,114, leaving a gross profit of £71,027 
(£177,785). Oapital charges absorbed £101,103 (£102 320), leaving 
a net deficit of £33,077, which compares very unfavourably with a 
profit of £75,485 in 1919. The reason given for the unsatisfactory 
result is the enormous increase of working costs which increased 
fares have faile l to cover. 

London.— Success OF FARE-CONCESSION ScHEMé.—The 
London County Council Highways Committee, reporting upon the 
results obtained by allowing passengers to travel long distances for 
& fare of 2d. during the middle of the day, says that, while it is 
possible that receipts would have risen on account of the increased 
fares put into force last September, it is satisfied that the in- 
novation has been of substantial financial benefit. There ie no 
evidence to show that the increase of receipts during the slack 
hours has adversely affected receipts at other times, and it is 
reasonable to assume that some of those who are indu ed to travel 
by tramoar by reason of the introduction of the cheap mid-day 
fare return at times when the full fares are charged. As regards 
rush-hour traffic, there is still insufficient accommodation for 
passengers desiring to use the tramways; but although there has 
been a considerable increase in the number of passengers travelling 
at the cheap fares, there is still ample accommodatioa for more 
passengers in the mid-day cars. 

A TRAMCAR "QUEUE ".—Owing to a car fouling the points in 
Kennington Road, last week, cars were held up for a considerable 
period. A string of ca*s extended two miles from the scene of the 
accident along the Clapham Road; there was a'so another queue 
in the opposite direction. 


LIncoln.— No Sunpay Workine.—A proposal to run 


tramcars and omnibuies on Sundays for three months, as an 
experiment, was not carried at à meeting of the City Council. 


Tasmania,— LAUNCESTON.—The total income of the city 
tramways for the year ended June 30th last was £30,822, compared 
with £27,717 in the previous year. Working expenses ‘amounted 
to £27, 681, as against £22,380, leaving a gross profit of £3,138 
(£5 337), plus £156 from maintenance account, making a tot al of 
23.291. Capital charges absorbed £6,180, leaving a net deficit of 
£3,186, a considerable improvement on last year's debit balance of 
£617. 

Stourbridge. PROPOSED CONFERENCE ON Fares.—The 
Town Council has decided to communicate with the Brierley Hill 
Urban District Council, stating that it is desirable that a confer- 
ence of local au! horities should be held to consider the question of 
tramway fares. This action has been taken as a result of the attitude 
of the Dudley-Stourbridge Electric Trastioa Co. in enforcing a 
minimum fare of 2d. on most of the sections. 


West Ham.— Tramway REcoNsTRUCTION.— The Tram- 
ways Committee recommends the expenditure of a total of 


£100,065 on the re»onstruction of the tramway system, trask 
renewals and cars. The proposals have been approved. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Australla.—WIRELESS TerEGRAPHY.— The Australian 
Government is sending a party of experts to the Willis Islanda, 
with a view to reporting on the possibilities of establishing there 
a wireless telegraph station. This remote group of islands is 
250 miles off the coast of Queensland, and it is thought that a 
station there would be of great assistance to the Government 
meteorologist in the preparation uf his forecaste. 

Germany.—TELEPHONE SERVICE.—À few months ago 
the German Postal Authorities introduced a condition that, apart 
from the annual rentals, each subscriber to the State te'ephone 
service must lodge a deposit of 1,000 marks. This compulsory 
loan, as it ie now termed, hasso far yielded 1,000,000,C00 marks to the 
State, and is being utilised for extensions of the telephone system. 


Poland. WIRELESS TeLecrapay.—The Polish Lega- 
tion announces the signature of a million-dollar contract with the 
Radio Corporation of America involving the construction by 
the company of a large wireless station at Warsaw. The 
station and its 12,400 ft. steel towers will ba capable of handling 
200 words a minu'e, At the request of the Polish Government it 
has been arranged that the Corporation will operate the station 
for a term of years.— /teuter's Trade Service (Washington). 


Telephone Message Necorder.—G. P. O. Trxrs.—Tests 
are about to be carried out at the G.P.O. of an invention by means 
of which, it is claimed, & permanent record of the conversation of 
the calling subscriber at the rec»iving end. Oa the 7th inst., the 
instrument was in proceas of beiog installed in tho office of one of 
the chief officials of ths telephone department, saya the ng 
News, who explained that matters were in a purely experimental 
stage. ‘ Supposing the called subicriber is out of the rcom when 
the telephone bell rings, the message will be recorded on a cylinder. 
When the subscriber returns he places the receiver to his ear, turns 
a switch, allows a needle to run over the record, and th> caller's 
conversation is repeated." 

Telephone Service.—It is understood that Mr. Evelyn 
Cecil, M.P. for Aston, Birmingham, has accepted the chairmanthip 
of the new Select Committee, which is to be appointed to inquire 
into the telephone service. 

The Federation of British Industries has appointed a Committee 
to consider the question of giving evidence regarding the working 


— 


of the telephone system before the Select Committee of the House 
of Commons. 

The printing and paper costs of the first issue of the complete 
London and provincial te'ephone directories, produced at the Govern- 
ment printing works at Harrow, was £71,762, sta‘es Mr. Baldwin 
in Parliamentary papers. For subsequent issues, the cost will be 
approximately £48,900, says the Birmingham Post. 

Mr. Pike Pease, Assistant P.M.G., in & recent speech at Merrow, 
admitted there hai been inefficiency in the telephone service, and 
added that a large number of sub:cribers would be obliged to give 
up the telephone. It was impossible, he said, to hand over the 
telephones to a private company unless the telegraph zer vioe and 
post-offices went as well. Tae majority of exchanges were in post- 
offi :es, and it would be impossible to provide new exchanges in the 
rural districts from a financial point of view. 

Sir Andrew Ogilvie, late Second Secretary of the Post Office, who 
was a member of the Departmental Committee on Telephone Rates 
and was closely connected during his official career with the tele- 
phone department, has been invite by the London Chamber of 
Commerce to join the Telephone Advisory Committee, on which, 
besides the Chamber, the Corporation, the London County Council, 
tha Port of London Authority, the National Union of Manu- 
facturers, &c., are repreeented, says the Daily Telegraph. 

Mr. Llingworth, Postmaster- General, replying to a question in 
the House of Commons, said:—'' The approximate number of 
telephone col's effected iu the year ended March 31at, 1920. was 
about 850,000,000. Of these ab- ut 40 per cent. were made by 
existing flat-rate subscribers. About 50,000 of th» present flat-rate 
usera (incluling the £8 residence flat-rate) did not originate 2,000 
calls per annum. It ia estimated that, as regards 25 per cent. of 
the existing trunk calle, the new charge will be lower than the 
old. The number of calla in 1921-22 is roughly estimated at 
between 800,000,0C0 and 850,000,000, The additional staff required 
for registering calls and collecting charges under the new tariff is 
estimated to be 150, at an annual cost in salaries of £23,000." 

TELEPHONE FINANCE —From the accounts of the telephone 
service for the year ending March 31st last, issued on February 
15th, it appears that the total capital raised up that date amounted 
to & 37,669,609, the annual charge in respect of which was 
£2326 556. Capital expenditure in the 12 months to‘alled 
£2,631,242, bringing the aggregate up to E 37,701, 561. 

The revenue account shows a total iacome of £9,232,063, cjm- 
pared with £10,462,832 in 1918-19. and expenditure amounting to 
£7,545, 829, against £7,040,747. From the balance of £1,636,234 
carried to net revenue account had to be deducted provision for 
depreciation, pension liability, and other, charges, aggregating 
£3.698,015, and the net ceficit for the year amounted to £1,961,710, 

The accrued revenue for the year amounted to £8,119,323, com- 
pared with £6,746,500 in 1918-19. On the other hand, the value 
of services rendered to other Government Departments fell from 
£3,715,332 to £1,112,74), so that the gros; receipts de:lined by 
£1,23),769 to £9.232,(63. 

On the telezraph: the deficit in 1919-20 was £2,636,183, so that 
the two services together incurrei a loss of £4,597,893. As the 
balance of profit on the p:stal bu:iness amounted to only 
£3,469,828, there was, therefore, a net deficiency on the year's 
working of the Post Office of £1,128,065. This compares with a 
surplus ia 1918-19 of £7,417,556.— Daily Telegraph. 

NEW EXCHANGE.—The new Lang bam public telephone exchange, 
situated at the Western District Post Office in Wimpote Street, 
W. 1, was opened on Saturday last. It will accommoiate 1,900 
sub:criters’ lines, and 1,300 lines were transferred from the Mayfair 
Exchange. 


Telegraphic Errors.—The Postmaster-General disclaims 
liability for loss sustained in consequence of an error in a telegram. 
Such errors may involve business firms in serious losses, and the 
Federation of British Industries has invited its members to com- 
municate with Head Office giving particulars of cases in point, 
with & view to making representations to the G.P.O. on the 
matter. 


The Wireless Press.— SERVICE SUSPENDED.— The 
Wireless Press. a subsidiary organisation of the Marconi Co., which 
furnishes newa by wireless telegraphy from foreig a countries, will, 
on April 2nd, cease sending out its service of news. It is felt that 
the gathering of news should be performed independently of the 
carrying of it, says the Daily Mail, 


United States.—Canrk Dispute.—The controversy 
between the State Department and the Western Union Cable Co. 
relative to the laying of the Barbados Miami cab'e came to a head on 
the 5th inst., when an American submarine-chaser open fire upon the 
cable ship engaged in connecting uptke cable, which was already laid 
last summer, with the shore station. The incident took place four 
miles off Miami b2ach, where the cable ship had picked up the 
loose end of the cable attached to a buoy. The captain alleges 
that the cable ship disregarded his warning signals, whereupon the 

submarine-chaser opened fire. Work then promptly ceased, and 
the entire crew were arrested. Dai // Telegraph. 


Wireless Telegeaphy.—4At Leafield, near Oxford, and 
Abu Zabal, near Cairo, the firat two stations of the wirelese Empire 
chain ara being constructed. ani according to the Assistant Post- 
master-General, will be finished this summer. 

Improvements in wireless telegraphy to eneure safety of life at 
sea were referred to by Senatore Marconi at the annual dinner of 
British shipmaste s, held at Liverpool, on March lat. The new 
syatem of direction-finding, which had not yet been applied any- 
where, hid been parfected, and Senatore Marconi believed it would 
do much more than ever was thought possible, 
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CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The date given in parentheses at the end of the paragraph indicates 
the issue of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW in which the “ Official 
Not ice appeared.) 


OPEN. 


Australla.— MEL RHOURXR.— April 19th. P. M. G. Tele- 
phone switchboards (Schedule No. 1 670).“ (February 25th) 

April 27th. Victorian Railway Commiesionere, Spencer Street. 
Caustic soda primary cells, complete (Contract No. 33.911).* 

May 2nd. Viotorian Railway Commissioners. Twelve miles of 
015 £q. in. two-core, lead-sheathed, wire armoured, 2,200-V cable.“ 

BRISBANE.— March 30th, P.M.G.'s Department, Switchboard 
apparatus and parta.* 


Balllaro be.— March 15th. Balliorobe Electricity Supply 
Co. Ltd. Erection of po'es and overhead Jine in connection with 
the electric lighting supply. (March 4th.) 


Batley.— Electric lighting installation at the Purlwell 


Store (Nd. 4) of the Batley Co-operative Society, Ltd. Partioulars 
from the Seoretary. 


Belglam.— March 231d. The Société Nationale des 
Chemins de Fer Vicinavx, 14, Rue de Ja Science, Bruseels. Laying 
of the underground armourei cables required in connection with 
the supply of current to the Brussels-Haecht line. Particulars can 
be obtained for 3 franos from the Services a ba 48, Ree 
Montoyer, Brussels, 


Belgrade. — May 1st. The Commercial U to 
H. M. Legation at Belgrade has forwarded to the Department of 
Overseas Trade particulars of a call for tenders by the Serb, Croat, 
and Slovere Ministry of Publio Works, for tbe erection of a power- 
atation, msin conductors and transforming atations in connection 
with an electrical scheme at Kostolao for the supply of energy to 
Belgrade, Semlin, &c. Tenders should be addressed to the Director, 
Ministry of Public Works, Belgrade. A translation of the specifi- 
tion and conditions of tender, together with a plan showing the 
disposition of the various stations and lines. may be inspected at 
n 48, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
S. W. I. 


Dundee. — March 26th. Tramway Department. Twelve 


months' stores, including insulated wire, lamps, switches, and over- 
head equipment. The Manager. 


France.—^April 5th. The French State Railway authori- 
ties, 43, Rue de Rome, Paris. Supply of four 8-ton electric travelling 
oranes for the new railway workshops at Sotteville- Quatre - Mares, 
Rens. Particulars may be obtained from the Services Electriques 
(1st Division) at the above address. 


Johauuesburg. — March 30th. Municipal Council. 
Forty 50 h.p, 500 to 600-V tramcar motors. Tenders to Town 
Olerk, Municipal Offices, Johannesburg. A copy of the specification 
may be seen in Room 48 of the Department of Overseas Trade up 
to to-morrow (Saturday), after which date it will be available for 
loan to firms in the provinces. 


London, — HAMMERS WITH. — March 16th. Electricity 
Department. Erection of an overhead coal conveyor, brick chimney 
shaft and replating coal bunkers with steel shceting. (See this it sue) 


Macclesfleld.— March 14th. Cheshire County Asylum, 
Parkside. Stores, including electrical goods, for six months. 
W. G. F. Tingay, Clerk. 


Manchester.—April 7th. Electricity Committee. High- 
pressure steam and water val ves; high-pressure steam and water 
pipes, steam receivers, &c.; weighbridges and automatic ooal- 
tie machines ; electric and hand-operated cranes. (See this 
issue. 


Perth. — Murch 21st. Electricity Department. One 
1,000-kW, d.c, geared turbo-generator, with condensing plant. 
(March th.) 


Rhondda.—April 5th. Electricity Department. A. c. 
honse service meters, cable, joint boxes, &c. (February 25th.) 


Runcorn. — March 19th. Castner-Kellner Alkali Co., 
Ltd. Construction of light railway and sidings to connect their 
works with the L. & N.W. Rly. Co's Runcorn Dock branch. 
Lt.-Col. H. F. Stephens, engireer to the company, 23, Salfcrd 
Terrace, Tonbridge, Kent. 


Turtog.—March 16th. Urban District Council. Elec- 
trical supplies. Particulars from Electrical Superintendent, Council 
Offices, Bromley Croas, near Bolton. 


Uruguay.—MonTE VIDEO.— March 29th. State Power 


House. Singie and three-phase meters. 


Wimbledon, — March 29tb, ^ Electricity Department. 
Annual contracts for cables and conduits, joint boxes and jointing 
materiale, transformers, meters, &o, lubricating oils. (See this 
is ue) 


Worksop.— Aprl 6th. Electricity Committee. E. h. p. 


and | p. cables; e. b. p. ani l.p. swit .: he ear; transformeis ; 500. Kk W 
rotary or motor converter. (See this issue.) 


* A copy of the specification, &c., can be consulted at the Depart- 


ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, S. W. 


CLOSED. 


Algeria.—The Algerian Posts and Telegraphs have Jately 
placed a contract with the Compagnie Frarciise des Métaur, of 
Parie, for a quantity of high-oonduotivity copper wire, and with 
the Compagnie Générale d' Electricité, Paris, for bronze wire. 


Australla.— VICTORIA. — With a view to relieving the 
pressing demand for power, the Victorian Electricity Commiss‘oners 
bave accepted a tender made by. the Parsons Company for two 
turbo-generators, each of 15,000 kilowatte, at the price of approxi- 
mately £100,000, to be shipped within eighteen months.— H-euter's 
Trade Sercice (Melbourne). 


` Bradford.— Tramways Committee. Recommended : — 


Portable crane for tramway track renewal and construction work, £ !45.— 
-John Smith (Keighley), L 
Electricity Committee. Recommended :— 


Steel reinforcement for foundations for No. 4 boiler-house at Valley Road 
generating station.—Expanded Metal Co., Ltd. 


Escape pipes for safety valves for boilers at Va‘ ley Road Works.—Stewarts 
and Lioyds, Ltd. 


Dar: ford.—Board of Guardians :— 


Flectric-light installation, Round House, and cfficers' quarters, £ 
E. E. Beaver; V. D. Ward, £68. 


Gillingham (Kent).— Town Council : — 


T wo beads for Diesel engine, £180 each.— Mr. A. Coy. 


Liverpoo!. — Tramways, Electric Supply and Lighting 
Committee. Accepted :— 


Insnlated cables and wires. — Liverpool Electric Cable Co. 
Electric meters.— Landis & Gyr. 


Stone ware troughing and it sulato:s, &c.—J. Place & Sons, Ltd.; J. Bourne 
and Sons. 


Brass and copper castings. —R. Roberis & Son-. 
City Council. Accepted :— 


Supply of cables and accessories for street mains and for stoneware 
tronghing and insulators, &o.—Callender's Cable and Construction Co. 


Spain. — The Spanish Government has just placed a 
contract with the Compagnie Francise Thomson- Houston, of Paris, 


and the General Electrio Co., of New York, for the electrification 
of the Pajares section of the Northern of Spain Bailway. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


burgh Electrical Society. —Friday, March llth. At the Philosophical 
Institute. At fl p.m. Apprentices’ night. Short papers on ''Every.day 
Work” for the Society's prize. 
Electro-Harmonic Society. —Friday, March 11th. At the Cannon Street 
Hotel (Grand Hall). At8 p.m. Last smoking concert of the season. 
r Institution of Engineers.—Friday. March lith. At 89, Viotoris 
Street, S.W. At 8 p.m. Lecturette: Electrical Drive in the Cotton 
Trade," by Mr. A. T. McGuire. 


Society of London.—Friday, March 11th. At the Imperial College 
of Science, South Kensington, S.W. At 6 p.m. Sixth Guthrie Leoture: 
"Some Recent Applications of Interference Methods," by Prof. A. A. 
Nicholson, University of Chicago. 


m and District Electric Cian- Saturday, Maroh 12th. At the 
Grand Hotel, Colmore Row. At p.m. Paper on ''Common-eense 
Methods of Recording Costing and Pater in Shop Management," by 
Mr. H. C. Young. 
Royal Institution of Great Britain.—Saturday, March 12th. At Albemarie 
Street, W. At B p.m. Lecture on Electricity and Matter,“ by Sir 
E. Rutherford, F.&.8. (Lecture IT.) 
Royal Peer et of Arts.—Monday, March 14th. At John Street, Adelphi, 
O. At8 p.m. Lectureon "X. e and tbeir Industrial Applications,” 
by Major G. W. C. Kaye. (Lecture 
Institute of Cost and Works Accountents.— Wednesday. March 16th. At 
the Institute of Patent Agents, Staple Inn Buildings, W.C. At 7 p.m. 
Lecture, Some Observations on the Proposed Amendments of the 
Workmen’s Compensation Act, 1906," ty Mr. H. G. Simmons. 
Paisley Association of Electrical Perera = D ednesday, March 16th 
At Ine X. M. C. A., 25, High Street. 80 p.m. Students' papers. 
muminat ing Engineerin Society.— Thursday, March 17th. At the Royal 
Bociety of Arts, John Street, Adelphi, W.O. At 8pm. Discussion on 


“ Mosor-car Headlights: Idea! Requirements and Practical Solutions," by 
Major A. Garrard. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers. — Thursday, March 17th. At the 
Institution of Civil Engineers, Great George Street, S.W. At 6 p.m. 
Paper on The Long-distance Telephone System of the United Kingdom," 
by Sir W. Noble. 


Informal Meeting.— Monday, Ma ch 14th. At the Institute of Patent 
Agents, Staple Ion Buildings, W.C. At 7 p.m. Discussien on *' Rectifiers.” 
To be opened by Mr. R. L. Morrison. 

Scortish Ceutre ‘Students’ Section).—Friday, March llth. At the 
Royal Technical Co lege, Glasgow. A 7.30 p.m. Paper on Machinery 
Operations in Automobile Construction,“ by Mr. R. J. Hird. 

North-Eastern Centre.—Monday, March l4th. At Armstrong Col. 
lege, Newcastle.on-Tyne. At7.15p.m. Discussion on the various regale- 
tions of the Board of Trade (now Electricity Commissioners) for elec- 
tricity supply. To be opened by Mr. C. Vernier. 

South-Midland Centre.— Wednesday, March 16th. At the Univer- 
sity, Birmingham. At 7 p.m. Lecture, '' Possibilities of Power Produc- 
tion,“ by Prof. F. W. Burstall. 

Wireless Section.—Wednesday, March 16th. At the Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers. Storey's Gate, S W. At 6 p.m. Papers on The 
Etfect of Electron Emission on the Temperature and Anode of a Ther- 
mionis Vaive.’ by Mr. G. Stead; ani on Same Thermionic Tube 
Circuits for Relaying and Measuring,” by Miss W. A. Leyshon and Dr. 
W. H. Eccles, 

Chelmsford Engineering Society. — Thursday, March 17th. At the Bast 
Anglian Institute of Agricu'ture. At 7 p.m, Paper on Ball and 
Roller B-arings," by Mr. T. W. Cooper. 

Manchester Wireless Society. — Thursday, March 17th. 
chester College of Technology, Sackville S.reet. 
“ Direction Finding, Mun Mr. J. Hollingsworth. 


Institution of M Eng ineers.— Friday, March 18th. At the Institu- 
tion, Storey’s Jae, 8. 8. W. t 6 p.m. Paper on ‘Contact Pressures and 


Stresses,“ by Prof. E. G. Coker, bp. R. ., Mr. K. C. Chakko and Mr. M. S, 
Ahmed. 


At the Man- 
At 7.30 p.m. Lecture on 
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NOTES. 


E.P.E.A. Dinner.— Ihe second annual dinner of the 
Newoastle and District Section of the Eleotrical Power Engineers’ 
Association was held on March 2nd, Mr. A. W. Crompton presiding 
over an attendance of atout 100. Occasion was taken to present to 
Mr. G. L. Porter a silver coffee pot and a gold watch in recognition 
of his services to the Association. Mr. Crompton, in making the 
presentation, said Mr. Porter took over the duties of secretary of 
the Divisional Council in 1918, and was divisional chairman in 
1930. The membership was now 372. A musical programme 
followed the dinner. | 


The Curie Radium Faud.—It is announced from Paris 
that Madame Curie is to go to the U.S.A. in May, at the invitation 
of a group of prominent American women connected with the 
above-named fund, and that she is to receive asa gift from them of 
one gramme of radium. 


To Relleve Congestion in Paris.—A proposal has been 
put forward to remedy the congestion of passenger traffic in Paris 
at busy hours of the day. M. Emile Desvaux has suggested to the 
Municipal Connoil, and his suggestion has been agreed to, that the 
pos:ibilities of establishing an underground moving pavement 
should be discussed. This pavement would follow the line of the 
Grands Boulevards, which are not served by an underground rail- 
way ; the public would be admitted in the same way as to a 
railway, by means of tickets, and the advantage of such an arrange- 
ment would be that it would rever be necessary to wait for the 
“ pavement," which would be moving all the time, and which 
would presumably be somewhat less crowded than the underground 
trains. The scheme was laid before the Municipal Council as 
early as 1900, by the inventor of a moving pathway, which was 
shown at the Exhibition, but it is considered that, in view of the 
many improvements which might be added, a competition should 
be held in order that the pathway may be provided with all the 
most modern devices.— Reuter Trade Service (Paris), 


Diesel-Electric Ship Propulsion.—The much-discussed 
Diesel electrically driven freighter is to be given a trial through 
the conversion of the Amerioan steel ship Fomdonian, owned by 
the American Mediterranean Steamship Oo. The vessel, when the 
installation is completed, will be driven by an electric motor, the 
energy for which will be generated by power derived from 
two Diesel engines. It is estimated that the two engines, each 
developing 500 b.h.p will provide enfficient power to drive her 
loaded at a rate of nine knots.— Reuters: Trade Service (New 


York). 


Ministry of Transport. — Mr. Bonar Law announced 
in the House of Coma ons. on the 4th ins“., that Sir Erio Geddes, 
Minister of Transport, was to retire from the Government at the 
end of August next. It is assumed in certain quarters that the 
Ministry of Transport is itself to be avolished at an early date. 


Fire.— Damage to the extent of £2,000 was caused by a 
fire which broke out, on the night of February 25th, at the 
e'ectrical engineering, works of  Mess:s Goodenough & Co., 
Barnstaple. The highly-inflammable character of some of the 
contents c-uscd rapid and extensive destruction of a considerable 
quantity of motor materia!s. 


Fatality.— An inquest was held at Birmingham on 
Maroh 4th into the death of William Smith. of Saltley, who was 
employed as a works engineer by the Pitney Rolling Mills Ltd. 
It was stated in the evidence that Smith went to attend to a trens- 
former which required filling up with oil. Apparently he forgot 
to ensare that the power was cut «ff. and he came into oontact 
with the terminals receiving a shock at 3,000 volts. A verd:ct of 
* Accidental death was returncd. 


Factory Lighting. The Departmental (Home Office) 
Committee on Lighting of Factories and Workshops has now 
resumed its investigations. The Committee's wurk was temporarily 
abandoned after tbe publication of its First R-port in 1915, 
owing to the war, The Committee is now constituted as 
follows :— 

Mr. C. Dampier Whetham, F.R.S., chairman ; Mr. Leon Gaster ; 
Sir Richard Glazebrook, K. O. B., F.R.S.; Dr. O. S. Myers, C. B. E., 
F. R S.; Mr. J. Herbert Parsons, C. B. E, F. R. O. S.; Prof. C. S. 
Sherrington, P. RS., University of Oxford; Miss R. E. Squire, 
O. B. E.; Sir Arthur Whitelegge, K. O. B.; and Mr. D. R. 
Wilson, M. A. 

The Committee will for the present restrict its inquiries to the 
following points :—(1) The conditions necessary to secure euitable 
lighting in factories and wo- kshops; aud (2) the effecta of mixed 
natural and artificial lighting, with epecia! reference to the lighting 
of underground workrooms. 

The secretaries to the Committee are: — Mr. J. W. T. Walsh, 
MA, MH So. (of the National Physical Laboratory, Teddington), 
and Mr. H. C. Weston, M. J. Inst. K. (Investigator to the Industrial 
Fatigue Research Board). to whom communications shou'd be 
addressed at the offices of the Board, 6, John Street, Adelphi, 
W. O. 2.— The Times. 


Appointments Vacant.—Assistant inspector of wireless 
teleg:aphy. for the Post Offloe (48275 +); plumber-jointer, for the 
Nel-on Corporation Electricity Department, See our advertisement 
pages to-dsy. | 


Electrc- Harmonic Soclety.— The last emoking concert of 
the season will be held at the Cannon Street Hotel, in the Grand 
Hall, on Friday, March 11th, commercing at 8 pm. Chairman, 
Mr. Hugo Hirst. Artistes :—Mr. Sydney Pointer, tenor; Mr. 
Thomas Howell, bass; Mr. Fred Gregory, baritone ; The Three 
Freds: Mr. Fred Gregory, Mr. Fred Gibson, Mr. Fred Wildon, 
humorous songa, phonofiddleoddities ; Mr. Paul Brunet, violin; 
Mr. Bernard Flanders, A. R. A. M., solo pianoforte and accompanist, 


Birmingham aud District Electric Cinb.—The annual 
dinner of this club was held at the Grand Hotel, on Friday, March 
4th, when about 100 members and friends enjoyed an excellent 
dinner and musical evening. Mr. H. O. Wynne, the president of 
the club, occupied the chair. In response to the toast of The 
City of Birmingham,” Mr. Ohattock, chief of the City of Birming- 
ham Electric Supply Department, expressed his confidence in the 


future of electricity supply in the city, notwithstanding the present 


financial stringency which had delayed their projected extensione. 


Mr. McKenua ou Taxation aud Industry.—Speaking at 
a conference held under the auspices of the Industrial League and 
Council, Mr. McKenna said that in order to meet the high national 
expenditure heavy taxation was imposed. It was usually thought 
that all was well, provided the Government paid its way and raise d 
in taxation all it spent. People believed the Government was 
only taking away from the consumer that which he would otber- 
wise spend himeelf, but which the Government now spent for bim. 
There never was a greater fallacy in the world. The great instru- 
ment of taxation in this country wasthe income-tax. The income- 
tax was 6s. in the £, and the 6s. was drawn not only from 
everybody's income, but from the whole of the profits earned by 
every business. Part of the profits of business should be put every 
year to a reserve fund. They would not be in a position to com- 
pete with foreign rivals unless a considerable part of the profite of 
business were put back in reserve in order to build ap the industry. 
When the tax collector took money from business, it was largely 
taken from savings and spent on consumption, and they had in 
that increa:ed expenditure on oonsamption, one of the strongest 
factors leading to high price. If his conclusions were right, it was 
reaily within the power of the nation to get stable prices, and if 
they got stable prices, they would then be able to sell abroad. 
The most urgent need of this cuuntry at the present moment was 
economy and efficiency. They could then have a good standard of 
living for the workman and real hope for the future. They must 
first re-establish their industry before they could begin their social 
reconstruct:on, and when they had done that, they would attain a 
muoh higher plane than they had ever reached yet. 


Wireless Ship Control.— It is understood that in June, 
July, and August, exhaustive experiments will be made regarding 
the possibilities of wireless control of certain sea-going craft; 
auch experiments have been more or less successfully carried out 
in the United States Navy. The o'd battleship Agamemnon will te 
fitted up as a target ship and equipped with a wire.ess ins: allation, 
by which she will be mancuvred whil-t guns and torpedoes in 
tuin will work their will on her. Of course, the target ship will 
not be manned, 


An Electrically Equipped Ship.—The 8.8. Somerseishire, 
which has just been launched at the Queen's Island, Belfast 
(Messrs. Har.and & Wolff's), is electrically fitted in every way. 
Her auxiliary engines, windlass, winches, patent steering gear, &o., 
will be electrically controlled, and the 1 ghting will be of the 
latest and most powerful type. 


Neon Lamps.—4A new type of Neon lamp, with a con- 
sumption of five watte, has been brought out (says Hel ius) for 
purposes where lumps are only required for indicating or signalling, 
and the smallest sizs of metal filament lamp available for ordinary 
voltages hus a greater consumption than is desirable. The lamps 
are stated to ba very durabe, and give a reddish light; even 
s-naller sizes are made suitable for illuminated egns, &o,— Technical 
Review. 

Photometric Errors.—According to an article by Mr. 
F. E. Cady, of Nela Research Laboratory, in the Electrical World 
of February 12th, the error due to the selectivity or lack of 
whitenesa of the paint, and the milk-glass window, of the 
Ulbricht sphere in comparing gasfilled with vacuum lamps is lees 
than 5 per cent. 


Electricaily-Soldering — Commutators. — A Canadian 
correspondent of the Electrical World says :—Thedifficulty usually 
encountered in goldering ve: y lar e commotators may be diminished 
by heating the commutator connections with a smal! electrio arc. 
An aroof approximately 5 amperes at 125 volts direct ourrent has 
been found satisfactory for this purpose. The intensity of the aro 
can be regulated with an adjustable rheostat. For use in this 
process, an electrode holder has been constructed with an insulated 
handle. The e'ectrode used is a carb: n rod. an arc-light carbon 
serving well. This holder is attached to a flexible lead which is 
connected to the positive side of the direct-current lire. The 
negative connection is mate by means of a bare wire wrapped two 
or three times around all the commutator bars. If the aro is 
regulated to the proper size, a very rapid aud clean job is possible. 
Care should be taken not to use an aro so large that it will burn 
the risers. The use of such a method will eliminate much of the 
trouble usually enc: untered in sold-ring heavy connections to heavy 
strap conductors. Even with extra- heavy soldering irons of special 
shape, soldering large commutators is usually a very slow and 
tedions undertaking. 
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"INSTITUTION NOTES. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers. — INFORMAL MERTING 
SECTION.— 4t the successful smoking concert on February 28th, 
at Anderton’s Hotel, Mr. W. E. Bradshaw and his orchestra were 
highly appreciated. Individuals of the orchestra also gave 
solos, Mr. Le Roy with baritone songs; Mr. Hunt, violin solos; 
and Mr. R. Christmas, a most dexterous effort "The Ragtime? 
Bass Player." Mr. Gill's tenor songs were encored, and Mr. Callieu 
and Mr. Harry Hearne provided some excellent humorous items. 
An unexpected treat was the conjuring display of Mr. Jardine 
Ellis, who was in the building, ard kindly gave two short shows of 
his skill, Mr. F. Pooley was in the chair, and except when he was 
making a touching reference to the loss sustained by the Informal 
Section and engineering generally through the death of Mr. Rankin, 
all went very merrily. 

WESTERN CENTRE.—At a meeting of the We.tern Centre, held 
at Cardiff, on March 7th, congratulations were tendered to the 
joint hop. secretary (Mr. C. T. Allan) on hia recovery from 
his recent illness. After the transaction of the routine business, 
Mr. W. T. Kerr, borough electrici enginzer, Hereford, delivered a 
leoture entitled The Prospects of Electricity in Agricultu-al 
Centres," The information imparted by Mr. Kerr came as a b'g 
surprise to those supply engineers whose aotivities are confined 
moe or less to industrial centres. Mr. Kerr gave in extensive 
detail the lay-out of his system in Herefordshire and particulars of 
the various consumers connected. He enunciated the principle that 
the future welfare of the agricultural labourer depended on the 
utilisation by farmers of the acknowledged advantages which 
electricity gave over any other source of energy. The lighting of 
country residences, village pub'ic houses, and farm buildings 
secured prominence in the lecture and the comparative costs, both 
capital and working, of the electrical equipment in operation were 
very illuminating. He maintained that the food supply of the 
United Kingdom could be wholly homs produced when electricity 
arrived at its proper place in agriculture. An active discussion 
followed the lecture, the feeling being expressed tha“ a copy of the 
lecture should be in the hands of all supply engineera and the 
Ministry of Agriculture. | 

NORTH-EASTERN STUDENTS’ SECTION.—On February 18th Mr. 
W. 8. Kilner read a paper on the u:e of thermo-couples and resist- 
ance thermomotera in connection with electrical machinery. The 
efficiencies of various couplea were dealt with, and Mr. Kilner also 
raised the question of generator protection by means of thermo- 
couples. On February 25th this Section visited the Lemington 
Glass Works. The tour of the works was excellently organised by the 
secretary, Mr. M. Ryle, together with Mr. J. W. Ball, works engineer, 
and Mr. G. Barras, works manager. The latter gave a demonstration 
by making several very artistic ornaments, and showed a remark- 
able skill only to be attained by years of experience. In these 
works huge quantities of bu'ba and tubing used in th» manufacture 
of electrio lamps were being made, both by hand and by machinery. 
A special point of interest was the automatic bulb-b'owing 
machines. 

Chelmsford Engineering Society.—On February 21th Mr. P. T. 
Harrison read a paper on “Engineering as Applied to Town 
Planning." Mr. Harrison laid stress on the importance of good 
‘roads, and sa‘d that, in his opinion, it ought not to be beyond the 
skill of the road engineer to construct roads suitable for carrying 
the new class of traffic, and that they must not wait for the trans- 
port engineer to desiga vehicles to suit the roads. 

Diesel Engine Users’ Association. —The first meeting this year 
of the Association sinc? the ele tion of its new president (Mr. C. O. 
Milton) was held on February 24th. A paper on "Oil-Engine 
Progress," by Mr. J. L. Chaloner, aroused coasiderable interest, and 
was followed by a useful and instructive discuision. The author 
referred in very favourible terms to the position of the British 
internal-combustion engine industry, and the lines on which it 
was likely to develop in relation to Continental and American 
competition. He gave fizuresin support of a statement that of the 
high-pressure engines in this country, 25 per cent. worked on the 
mechanical-injection principle, and that 50 per cent. were two- 
stroke engines. In the case of medium- pressure engines, 96 per 
cent. worzed on the mechanical-injection principle, while 58 per 
cent. were two-stroke engines. He urged the imperative necessity 
of further fisxibility on the part of the engines, in order that 
heavy-grade oils might be used to a greater extent. 

Manchester Wireless Society. — At a general meeting, on 
March 2nd, Mr. E. Samuels was elected honorary secret®ry in the 
place of Mr. Y. W. P. Evans, retiring. The chairman (Mr. J. 
McKernan) pa‘d a grateful tribute to Mr, Evans, whose work had 
placei the S:;ciety on a firm basis, and announced that. as some 
slight reccgnition, Mr. Evans had been elected an honorary 
member. Mr. R. Hallam (late wireless operator on the R. 31) 
then delivered a highly-instructive discourse of Workshop Hints 
as Applied to Wireless Telegraphy." The working and finishing 
of ebonite, the lacqu2ring of brass, and the making of many small 
parts were all fully described, 


Royal Instltutlon.— SEVERN Crossings AND TIDAL POWER. 
Lecturing before the Institution on the 4th inst. on the above 
subject, Mr. W. A. Tait, M Inst.C.E., in referring to the proposed 
Severn barrage scheme, is reported by the Birmingham Post to have 
said that it would appear that the result whish might b» obtained 
was sufficient'y promising to justify the Government in spending a 
considerable sum of money on investigation and experiments. The 
French Government, proceeled Mr. Tait, had prepared a scheme for 
the utilisation of 750.000 h p. on the Rhine, and Britain nod not 
shrink from a proposal for a 500,000-h.p. installation for a 10-hour 


working day on the Severn. Mr. Tait proposed that a suitable 
place for a trial would be Loch Seaforth, near Stornoway. 

All-India Institution of Eogineers.—The Viceroy has in- 
augurated the All-India Institution of Engineers, the fall 
members of which are entitled to designate themselves MI E. 
Ir dia.“ Among the speakers at the inauguration were the Earl of 
Ronaldshay, Sir Thomas Holland, Sir Thomas Callender, and Sir 
Rajendra Nath Mookerjee, first President. The Institution is all- 
embraciog, for every branch of engineering throughout the whole 
country is represented.— Morning Post, 

Institation of Production Engineers.—At a meeting held at 
Cannon Street Hotel, London, on February 26th, it was decided to 
form an Institution of Production Engineers, There was a large 
attendance when Mr. Honer, the convener of the meeting, opened 
the proceedings, and Mr. Cecil F. Hammond, of Coventry, was 
elected to the chair, and it was decided by a large majority to pro- 
ceed with the formation of aseparate Institution. A representative 
committee was appointed to draft rales, &c , and to report progress 
at a general meeting to be held on April 2nd. In the meantime, it 
is requested that all interested, particularly those who wish to 
become members, will communicate with the Hon. Secretary, 
Mr. A. T. Davey, 6, St. James8 Square, Holland Park, Ken- 
gington, W. 11. 

The British Electrical Development Association (lac.) —At 
the adjourned general meeting of ths Association, on March 4th, 
the new Council and Exesutive Committee were elected, as 
follows :— 

President. —Mr. Hago Hirst. M. I. E. E. 

Vice- Presidents, —Mesars. Alderman Walker, A.M I. E. E., and W. B. 
Woodhouse, M.I.E.E. 

Members of the Council. 

Messrs. C. H. Wordingham, C. B. E., H. Hardie, and B. Welbourn. 
Representing I.E.E. 

Messrs. A. P. Ambler, C. O. Bastian, *A. F. Berry, D. N. 
Dunlop, W. A. Gillott, H. C. Palmer, and A. E. du Pasquier. 
Representing B. E. A. M. A. 

Mes ira. 3. T. Allen, F. Ayton, S. E. Britton, J. Christie, A. C. 
Cramb, E. E Hoadley, and T. Roles. Representing I. M. E. A. 

Messrs. R. S. Downe and F. J. Walker. Representing Con fer- 
ence of Chief Offi:ials of London E. S. Cos. 

Messrs. E. T. Ruthven-Murray and W. B. Woodhouse. Repre- 
senting Inc. Association of Electric Power Cos. 

Mr. T. W. Cole. Representing Provincial Electric Supply 
Com panier. 

Messrs. Ll. B. Atkinson and W. F. Bishop. Representing 
the C. M. A. 

Mesera, J. E. Edgecombe, S. H. Callow, ani E. A. Marx. 
Representing E. L. M. A. 

: rw * L.G. Tate, " H. Marryat, and S. H. Webb. Representing 

. C. A. 

* New Executive Committee. 
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OUR PERSONAL COLUMN. 


The Editors invite eleotrical enginsers, whether connected with the 
technioal or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also eleotrio tramway and railway officials, to heep readers of the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements, 


An offizial list of municipal employés' salaries, prepared on the 
instructions of the Southport Finauce Committee, shows that in 
1913 the salary of Ma. A. E. BLACK, borough electrical engineer, 
was £100, while to-day, in salary and boaus, he is receiviag £726. 
This figure is the amount of salary and bonus being paid to the 
general manazer of the electrical tramways, Mr. T. J. KENDREW, 
who, in 1913, was in receipt of £200, and the manager of the gas 
department, MB. J. BORD, is now getting £1,341, as compared with 
£650 in 1913. 

Watford Urban District Council has added £50 to the salary of 
the electrical engineer for February, and decided to fix the salary 
from March Ist at the rate of £850 per annum. 

MR. WALTER WHITE, who holds an engineering emp'oyment 
with the Western Electric Co, was married at Blackburn last week 
to Miss Gladys Peters. The presents included one from the 
employés of the above company. 

Mr. A. J. 8. WADDELL, of Manchester, has been appointed 
generating engineer at Valley Road generating station, Bradford, 
at a sslary of £000 per annum. 

Halifax Tramways Sub-Committee, last week, reduced the 
number of app'icants for the post of general manager from 26 to 6, 
who are to bs interviewed by the full Tramways Committee. 

Leeds Corporation has decided that the question of salary 
advances for all the higher-pa'd Corporation officials is to be poet- 
poned for six months. Tae decision affects all members of the 
various Corporation departments whose present salaries exceed £400 
per year. The electrical officials concerned are Mr. J. B. HAMILTON, 
tranwayamanazerand city commercial manager (at present £2,530); 
Mr. C. N. HEFFORD, electrical engineer (£1.500); Mr. J. Bu R- 
BBIDGE, tramwsys electrical engineer (£780); and Mr. W. T. 
GREEN, assistant electrical manager ( £790). 

Obituary. —The death, on January 4th. of HERR ERNST KóRTING, 
head of the well-known firm of Korting Bros., gas engine builders, 
at the age of 89, is reported. The deceased founded his firm in 
1871, in Hanover, and later opened branches and works in Vienna, 
Sestri Ponente, near Genoa, Buda-Pesth, and Moscow, 
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Lord Mourrow, F. R. A. — We regret to learn that Lord Moulton 
passed away in his sleep on Tuesday night at the age of 77 years. 
Daring the day he had been engaged in a case at the Hue of 
Lords, and was in good health on retiring to rest. Lord Moul:on 
was for many years, while at the Bar, greatly in demand for 
electrical and other patent and scientific cases in the High Courts. 
Subsequently he was made a judge. He was interested in electrical 
&nd chemical research, and during the war rendered valuable 
service to the nation in connection with h'gh explosives. 

Mr. MoRTIMER EVANS.— Te Times deaths column records ths 
death of Mr. Mortimer Evans, M. Inst. C. E., F.G.S., M. I. E. E., F. R. A. S., 
Which occurred in February. 

MR. G. H. BARLOW.— The death occurred on March 3rd of Mr. 
George H. Barlow, electrical engineer, aged 36, a member of the 
staff of the Wigan Corporation electricity works. 

ME. E. GREEK.—The death has taken place of Mr. Ebenezer 
Greek, late traffic superintendent on the Blackburn Corporation 
Tramways. He had been in the service of the department for 31 
years, and was 52 years of age. About 70 of the tramway 
employés attended the funeral. 


Wills.—The late MR. WALTER Prrr. chairman of Meisrs. 
Stothert & Pitt, Ltd., of Bath, left £104 376. 

The Daily Telegraph states that DR. ALEXANDER MUIRHEAD, 
F.R.S , D.Sv., left estate of the gross value of £105,806, with net 
personalty £94,642. The testator left, on the death of his wife: 
£3,000 to the Royal Society of London for the general purposes of 
the scciety. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Leeds Battery Co., Ltd. (173,325).—Private company. 
Registered February 23rd. Capital, £1,500 in £l shares. "To adopt an agree- 
ment with the Leeds Alliance Electrical Manufacturing Co., Ltd., and to 
carry on the business of manufacturers of and dealers in electrical batteries, 
fittings, and electrical accessories, &c. Ihe first directors are: J. M. Firth, 
** Gienside," Holly Lane, Swinton; E. Hawkins, lol, Headingley Mount, 
Lees; E. E. Barrett, Whitesmacks, Durham; C. E. Sheard, 2, Allerton Street, 
Kirkstal! Road, Leeds; G. Higginbottom, Ma, Bastergate, Doncaster. Qualifica- 
tion, £W. Secretary: E. Hawkins. Registered office: 44, Silver Royd Hill, 
Wortley, Leeds. 


Electro-Freezers, Ltd. (11,635).—Private company. Re- 
gistered in Edinburgh February 23rd. Capital. £1,000 in £l shares. To 
carry on the business of engineers, &c. The first directors are: G. B. Arcari, 
85. Thistle Street, Garnethill, Glasgow, engineer; T. M. Hunter, 45, Bishops 
Road, Jordanhill, Glasgow, engineer. Secretary (pro tem): T. M. Hunter. 
Registered office: 243, North Woodside Road, Glasgow. 


Horsa Electrical Contracting Co., Ltd. (173,346).—Private 
eompany. Registered February 24th. Capital, £1,000 in £1 shares. To carry 
on the business of mechanical and electrical engineers, manufacturers. of 
engines, vchicles, and accessories, &e. The first directors are: 
H. T. C. F. Jalink, 112, Horsa Road, Erith, Kent; E. J. D. Bevan, 8a, 
Holly Hill Terrace, Erith, Kent; S. T. Weaver, 7a, Holly Hill Terrace, 
Erith, Kent. Secretary: S. T. Weaver, Registered office: 112, Horsa Road, 
Erith, Kent. 


F. B. Hellon & Co., Ltd. (1:/3,130).— Private company. 


Registered March 3rd. Capital, £4,000 in £1 shares. To carry on the business 
of electrical engineers and contractors, suppliers of electricity, &. Ihe 
subscribers (each with one share) are: F. B. Hellon, St. Aubyn, Agnes Road, 
Biundelisands, Lancs., electrical engineer; E. J. Barker, The Cottage, Altear 
Read, Formby, Lancs., electrical engineer. The first. directors are: F. B. 
Hellon (chairman) and E. J. Barker. Solicitor: P. M. Quiggin, 8, Harrington 
Street, Liverpool. 


Brierleys’ Premier Welding Co., Ltd. „ 
company. egistered February 25th. Capital, £3.000 in £l shares, To 
acquire the business carried on by W. Brierley and Mrs. F, Brierley at 140, 
Manor Street, Clapham, as the Premier Welding Co., and to curry on the 
business of electricians, general engineers, acetylene and electric welders, 
Kc. The first directors are: W. Brierley, 2, Gauden Road, Clapham, S. W.; 
Fiorence Brierley, 2, Gauden Road, Clapham, S. W.; T. €. Evans, 2, Gauden 
Road, Clapham, S.W.; F. A. Broadey, Lion Lodge. Deepcar. near Sheffield. 
Solicitor: H. Watkins, 53, Haymarket, S.W. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES, 


Midland Electric Light & Power Co., Ltd.—Particulars 
of E40. 000 debentures authorised January 17th, 19210; present issue, 420.000. 
charged on ihe company's undertaking and property, present and future, 
including uncalled capital. 

Southern Brazil Electric Co., Ltd. — Particulars of 


£146,500 8 per cent. notes authorised January 19th, 1:21; whole amount issued; 
charged on the company's undertaking and property, present and future, 
including uncalled capital, subject to £750,000 6 per cent. first mortgage 
debentures. 


Electrical Contracts & Maintenance Co., Ltd. (101,757).— 
Return dated December 31st, 1920. Capital, 43.000 in £l shares. All shares 
taken up. £1,331 paid, £1,669 considered as paid. Mortgages and charges: 
Nil. 

City of London Electric Lighting Co.. Ltd. (34,406).— 
Capital, £1,200,000 in 80.000 ordinary and 40.000 preference shares of £10 
each. Return dated. April 7th. 1920. 70,595 ordinary and 40.000 preference 
shares issucd, £1,103,950 paid. Mortgages and charges: £800,000. 

South African Lighting Association, Ltd.— Satisfaction 
to the extent of £24,550 on or before December 31st, 1920, of debentures dated 
July 24th, 1901, August 18th, 1908, securing £25,000. 

Hexham & District Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Particu- 
lars of £10,000 debentures authorised August 6th, 1920; whole amount issued: 


charged on the company's undertaking and property, present and future, 
including uncalled capital. 


Leatherhead & District Electricity Co., Ltd.—Mitisfaction 
in fuli on December 20th, 1920. of trust deed dated July 2nd, 1912, and 
euppiemental deed dated June th. 1915, securing £25,000. 


Steyning Electric Light Co., Ltd.—Deposit on February 
18th, 1921, of deeds of Borough ]louse, High Street, Steyning. to secure all 
&roneys due or to become due from company to Barclays Dank. 


Harland Engineering Co., Ltd.—Mortgage dated Feb- 


ruary 9th, 1321, to secure £4,000, charged on certain land and premises in 
Salford, Lanes. Holder: W. E. Ashworth, 13a, Rosamond Strect, Salford. 


Yorkshire (Woollen District) Electric Tramways, Ltd.— 
Issue on June 28th, LL. of £00,000 debentures, part of a series (notified 
February 28th, 1921). Satisfaction. in full on February And, 1921, of deben- 
tures dated January 18th, and June 28th, 1911, securing £100,000 also notified. 


Stols Electrophone Co. (1914), Ltd.— Mortgage deben- 
tures dated February 18th, 1921, to secure £0,000, charged. on company's 
property, present and future, including uncalled capital. Holder: A. Hyman, 
4, Copthall Court, E.C. 


Hale, Pearn & Co., Ltd.—Two mortgages dated Feb- 
ruary 9th and loth, 101, to secure £6,000 and £2,000 respectively, charged 
on certain land in Manchester. Holders: Mrs. S. Benger, The Grange, 
Knutsford, Cheshire, and Mrs. E. Linney, Ihe Limes, Denton, near Man 
chester. 


M. L. Magneto Syndicate, Ltd.—Debenture dated Feb- 
ruary 23rd, 1921, to secure £80,000, charged on the company's undertaking 
and property, present and future, including uncalled capital. Holders: R. L. 
Meats, 26, High Street, Coventry, and E. A. Ray bould, 71-73, Edmund Street, 
Birmingham, 


CITY NOTES. i 


Presiding at the annual meeting, held 
at Manchester on February 25th, the chair- 
man, Mr. L. E. Mather, said that 1920 had 
been the best year in the history of the 
company. The increased profit was due to the larger volume 
of business transacted, and the percentage of profit on turn- 
over was no greater in 1920 than in 1919. Though the avail- 
able total was much larger they had considered it wise to 
recommend the same dividend and to increase the carry 
forward, ‘The capital had been increased by 313,660 shares 
issued to the ordinary shareholders and the employés. With 
regard to the increased turnover, the tonnage output for the 
last six mouths of 1920 was 30 per cent. greater than for the 
simular period in 1913, the previous record year as regarded 
tonnage output. He took six months only because of the 
moulders’ strike, which had had such a serious effect on the 
first half of 1920. They had made considerable extensions 
at Park Works, and hud had to purchase premises in London 
for the use of the London and overseas organisation. While 
unemployment was so severe around them, the company had 
more men employed now than ever before in the life of the 
company. The moulders' strike compelled them to order 
considerable supphes of castings from abroad, and this had 
had a distinct effect on the present unemployment in many 
industries. In their own works the output per man, as far as 
they could judge, was practically up to the pre-war standard. 
There was a need for greater co-operation in industry. If 
they were to hold their own against foreign competition all 
sections of the community must pull together and cut out 
extravagance, Waste, and restrictive measures, whether affect- 
ing labour, capital, Government, or trade as a whole. 


Lord Ashfield took the chair at the an- 

edna Me ns nual meeting held on March 3rd. In his 
Electric Railways opening remarks, Lord Ashfield said that 
of London, Ltd. a loss of 455.000 had been incurred in the 
payment of the coupons on the 43 per cent. 

bonds and the 6 per cent. income bonds, owing to the adverse 
exchanges upon New York and Amsterdam. He characterised 
as most unsatisfactory the fact that only £20,000 remained to 
carry forward after payment of dividends; the latter were 
also lower than in the previous year. Tbe chairman reviewed 
the considerable progress made during the year. He out- 
lined the main points of improvement embodied in the new 
rolling stock (which has been described in previous issues 
of the ELECTRICAL Review), and said that the car-mileage of 
the railways had increased by 7,540,000, while that of the 
‘buses rose 11,514,000 car miles, and the tramways 55,000. 
l.f57,000,(400 passengers were carried by the group during 
1920; this represented more than half the total traffic of the 
Metropolis. The increase in the number of passengers carried 
amounted to 110,000,000, or 8 per cent. In spite of these 
Increases the financial result had been unsatisfactory, and the 
immediate cause Was the absence of reasonable rates for 
passengers during the first nine months of the year. Lord 
Ashtield was pleased to announce, however, that since these 
revised fares had been put into force, affairs had assumed a 
brighter aspect. In the first three months of the vear covered 
by the report the railways had carried 108,000,000 passengers, 
which brought in a revenue of £982.40. During the last 
quarter of the year, although the number of passengers fell 
to 98,000,000, the income amounted to 41.252.000. The same 
results were obtained from the tramcars and omnibuses. The 
chairman. thought this indicated success, but the trade de- 
pression. was having an adverse effect upon the number of 
passengers carried. Unless this phase passed the increased 
revenue from fares would onlv just balance the falling off in 
passengers. Fresh capital expenditure was needed. hut before 
money was borrowed it was essential that the capital already 
invested should receive a fair return. ‘The operating com- 
panies were financially independent, and it had been found 
that the withdrawal of the Government guarantee had been 
amply compensated for by the increased fares. The, chairman 
suid that the Associated Equipment Co. had not been 80 
successful during the vear, although the same dividend had 
been paid. In conclusion. Lord Ashfield referred to the 
negotiations with the L. C. O. and the Ministry of Transport 
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in connection with the co-ordination of the London traffic 
systems, and said he hoped for tangible and useful results. 
he Ministry of Transport railway grouping scheme was 
mentioned, and the speaker said that the group was an earnest 
of the acceptance of the principle in so far as the London 
railways were concerned. 


Presiding at the ordinary general meet- 


Tramways, ing, held on March Ist, the Rt. Hon. Vis- 
Light & Power count Chilston, G.B.E., said that industrial 
Co., Ltd. disputes and the general trade depression 


bad affected the company's revenue and 
delayed the completion of works under construction. Regard- 
ing the latter, he said that the new station on the Avon had 
been completed, and for the last three months had been 
supplying electricity to Warwick; the Leamington Spa 
district would soon be supplied from this station. A big 
industrial consumer whose annual bill would amount to about 
430,000 was also about to be supplied from the Avon station. 
Considerable extensions had been carried out to the Hinckley 
station in the Leicestershire and Warwickshire Co.'8 area. 
In the Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire area extensions had 
been kept down to a minimum in anticipation of a bulk supply 
from a proposed station on the Trent, but the high-pressure 
cable system had been extended considerably. In the opmion 
of the directors, the Government's scheme for the re-organisa- 
tion of electricity supply could not succeed, and their opinion 
was derived from a study of the proceedings at recent in- 
quiries held by the Electricity Commissioners. The directors 
deprecated the action of the Commissioners in withholding 
approval to the company's scheme for the erection of a large 
station on the Trent in favour of the Nottingham Corpora- 
tion's proposals, although the Corporation had no statutory 
powers of supply outside its own boundary. The Commis- 
sioners' idea was that the company should receive a bulk 
supply. wlien available, from a station practically run by the 
Corporation. The Chairman said it would be agreed that 
municipal control and ctħciency were not compatible. 
far nothing had been done to commence operations upon the 
new station except a proposal to erect a small temporary 
station on the site. The Commissioners’ action would result 
in many years of delay in meeting the requirements of this 
area. 

The directors were confident that, unless unforeseen circum- 
stances arose, there would be a substantial increase in the 
company’s revenue during the current year. 

The report and accounts were adopted unanimously. 


i Mr. J. A. Hosker, J.P., presiding at the 


Bournemouth annual meeting, said that the receipts from 
and Poole sale of energy and meter rentals had in- 
Electricit creased by £26,512, or 31 per cent. The 

Supply Co., Lta. total receipts on revenue account showed 


an increase of £28,978. The working costs 
amounted to £84,313, an increase of £23,792. Coal and other 
fuel showed an increase of £13,801, salaries and wages an 
increase of £4,200, repairs an increase of £1,662, and rates, 
taxes, and insurance an increase of £2,912. The total amount 
Standing to the credit of the net revenue account, after adding 
the balance from last year and net profit on trading account, 
was £47,104, and the balance available for distribution was 
£22,549, as compared with £20,641 last vear. They were paying 
the same dividend as last year, namely, 6 per cent. The figures 
could only be regarded as satisfactory, bearing in mind that 
they were still suffering from the abnormal conditions result- 
ing from the war. Applications representing 1.942 kW had 
been obtained, as compared with 1.695 kW in the previous 
year, which was satisfactory having regard to the existing 
trade depression. The units consumed amounted to 6,198,302, 
as against 4,680,347 last year. The issue of 74 per cent. 7-year 
notes was successfully made during the year. They succeeded 
in placing all they required, namely, £90,000, and he thought 
the company was to be congratulated on the success of that 
issue, having regard to the stringency of the money market 
when it was made and the fact that the market had declined 
steadily since. 


The report for 1920 of the N. V. Philips’ 
Gloielampen Fabrieken. of Eindhoven, 
states that a portion of the new issue of 
; ordinary shares has been taken up by the 
American group with which the company had concluded a 
community of interests. At the express wish of the group 
it had been decided to modify the articles of association so 
that only shareholders, with the exclusion of the other groups 
of participators in the profits, would have right to the reserves. 
In connection with this matter, it was also considered reason- 
able that those who were entitled to a percentage on the profits 
(the directors) should not suffer from possible large amounts 
being written off for depreciation and placed to reserve funds. 
and the method of profit distribution had been modified 
accordingly. The new group also urged that the profit-sharing 
certificates should be withdrawn, and the directors proposed 
to do so. Through the projected withdrawal of the profit 
certificates, which received 15 per cent. according to the 
articles of association, 10 per cent. in future would devolve 
upon the shareholders, and 5 per cent. on the directors, but 
the latter had expressed the wish to relinquish their rights in 
this respect in favour of the '' personnel interests" which 
would in future consequently receive 15 instead of 10 per 
cent. of the profits. 


Philips' Glow 
Lamp Works. 
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Coming to consider more particularly the commercial side 
of the question, the report states that the directors took up 
an interest in various glow lamp works during the year. One 
of these manufactured too many other kinds of electrical 
articles, and had got into a less prusperous condition. The 
amount invested in the factory by the company had been for 
the most part written off, and the directors were acting so as 
to reorganise the business in such a manner that they would 
continue to be interested in it only in the manufacture of 
glow lamps, while the possibility existed that the factory 
would be able to be restored as a productive undertaking 
in the course of a few years. After dealing with the addi- 
tions made to the dwellings provided for workpeople and 
Ollicials, the report nientions that the bonuses payable to the 
personnel were again to be distributed half in cash and half 
in 6 per cent. cumulative preference shares issued at par. 

The report proceeds to state that it is impossible to predict 
the future of the industry, especially in present times. From 
the technical point of view the directors were proud of sharing 
the leading position in the glow lamp industry, both in the 
old and the new world. As a result of the known com- 
munity of interests the factories were mutually inspected. 
and patents and the latest inventions were interchanged. 
The company's sales organisation was again extended in 1920; 
but activity since the beginning of 1921 was suffering from 
the world crisis, and although it was possible to carry on 
at full output in January and February, the new orders 
received in these months were considerablv less than in the 
corresponding period in 1920. The purchasing capacity of the 
whole world has declined, the public is reserved, and con- 
siderable stocks of lamps both at the company's brunches and 
at customers abroad were lying in the stores. Nevertheless, 
the directors regard the future with confidence. 

The working results for 1920 show profits of 10,150.000 fl., 
as compared with 11,208,000 fl. in 1919. It is proposed. to 
write off 3,005,000 fl. for additional depreciation, and devote 
750,000 fl. to the redemption of profit-sharing certificates, and 
to set aside 936.000 fl. for personnel interests, and apply 
1.124.000 fl. as the directors’ share in the profits. Out of the 
balance remaining the ordinary shares will receive a final 
dividend of 20 per cent., making 31 per cent. for the year, 
and the preference shares a final dividend of 4 per cent., 
making 11 per cent. for 1920. The dividend for 1919 was at 
the rate of 151 per cent. on the ordinary shares. of which 
100 per cent. was paid in the new shares and 51 per cent. in 
cash, and 35 per cent. on the preference shares, of which 90 
per cent. in ordinary shares and 15 per cent. in meney. The 
ordinary share capital taken up now amounts to 10,200,000 fi.. 
and the preference capital to 4,500.000 fl., as contrasted with 
3,500,000 fl. and 2,250,000 fl. respectively a year ago. 


The annual general meeting of share- 


Smithfield holders was held on February 25th. Sir 
Markets Herbert 8. Ion, Bart.. who took the 
Electric Supply chair, said that the removal of Govern- 
Co., Ltd. ment control from the meat markets 


caused a revival of the pre-war competi- 
tion among the tradesmen which reacted favourably upon the 
company's business. Installation charges " paid by cus- 
tomers for alterations and extensions also added to the income 
of the company. The speaker could not say how the company 
would be affected bv the London district electricity supply 
scheme, but the directors were carefully watching the progress 
of events in order to protect the interests of the shareholders 
should occasion arise. The output of the company was still 
increasing, and the prices charged were lower than those of 
other London companies. 
The report and accounts were adopted. and the retiring 
director and auditors were re-elected. 


At tbe annual meeting. held on February 

Westminster 23rd, Capt. Edmund I. Bax (chairman) 
Electric Supply referred to the death of Lord Downham. 
Corporation, Ltd. the late chairman. and said that is was due 
io the latter that many objectionable 

clauses in the Electricity (Supply) Bill, 1919, were rejected. 
During the year nearlv £60.000 had been spent on extensions 
of plant, mains, buildings. &c.. and this sum would have 
been considerable larger if all the new plant on order had 
been delivered. Owing to this delay thev had been unable 
to shut down the old steam plant at Eccleston Place and 
Davies Street to secure greater economy in working. The 
increase in revenue of £40.000 had been due onlv to the 
extent of £7,000 to increased charges. The units sold showed 
an increase of nearly 1.900.000. Special attention had heen 
paid to the cooking and heating business of the company. The 
denreciation, sinking, and reserve funds now exceeded 
452.000. and the financial position of the company could be 
considered verv sound. Owing to the removal of lighting 
restrictions and the necessity of economising coal the business 
showed healthv signs of expansion, in anite of increased prices. 
Acting under the advice of Sir Alexander Kennedy, the hoard 
did not pronose to erect any more generating machinery at 
the two stations mentioned above, and it was hoped to shut 
them dowre before the end of the vear. The necessarv new 
machinery and plant for the Central Co. was in course of 
erection at Grove Road, and consisted of two 10.000-kW 
turbo-generatore, steam raising plant. and switchgear. The 
runply from this station would be brought to the company’s 
sub-stations and distributed from there. In conclusion, the 
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chairman referred to the scheme of electricity supply pre- 
pared by the leading London companies for submission to 
the Electricity Commissioners. The scheme had been framed 
with a view to an extension of the tenures of the various 
undertakings. 

Mr. Harold E. Young, referring to a foriner issue of shares 
to shareholders at & premium, hoped that this course would 
not be followed again, as it resulted in a loss to the share- 
holders, who were entitled to some advantage. 

The chairman said he would bear the matter in mind in 
connection with any future issue. 

The report and accounts were adopted. 


Mr. James Tuylor took the chair at the 
meeting held at Liverpool on February 
Corporation for 28th. In»presenting the report and ac- 

Power counts, the chairman said he considered 
Distribution Ltd. the action of the directors in issuing 
£130,000 of ordinary shares in July last 
was wise in view of the present difficulty of obtaining money. 
The question of fresh plant was before the directors for, in 
spite of the trade depression, the demand for power was in- 
creasing. Referring to the delimitation of the Midlands into 
various electricity areas, the speaker said the company had 
protested against the separation of its area as had been sug- 
poet and the position was being watched very closely. 
me figures given indicated a steady growth in the strength 
of the company. In 191] the gross revenue was £43,159, the 
net profit £2,500, and the number of units sold was 10,254,412. 
During the year under review these figures were £331,518, 
£83.278, and 38,341,675 respectively. The report and accounts 
were adopted, and the retiring director and auditors were 
re-elected. 


Kensington & Knightsbridge Electric Lighting Co., Ltd. 

During 1920 the consumers increased by 228 to 5,637, and 
the connections (30 watt equivalent) by 38,519 to 641,738. 
Units sold 5,810,662. Net profit £16,344. plus £1,223 brought 
forward. After paying the preference dividends and 9 per 
cent. on the ordinary shares for the year, £2,617 is to be 
carried forward. The balance of the renewal and reserve fund 
now stands at £164,548. The report refers to the forthcoming 
electric supply legislation and the need for amendment. 

Meeting: March 17th. 


sper ht lea yoe Electric Supply Co.—According to the 
Financial Times, Messrs. Lazard Bros. & Co. huve purchased 
£500,000 44 per cent. first mortgage debenture stock of the 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne Electric Supply Co. at 68.35 per cent., 
and they are offering their stock for sale at 694 per cent., less 
a brokerage of 1 per cent. This 4500, 000 stock ranks pari 
passu in all respects with the existing stock, the total amount 
of which is limited to one-half of the amount of the share 
capital for the time being issued and fully paid up. 


Para Electric Railways & Lighting Co., Ltd.—Gross re- 
ceipts for the year ended November 30th were £296,897, and 
operating expenses £175,032; net revenue earned in Para, 
after allowing for loss on exchange, being £112,124. "Trans- 
ferred to depreciation and renewals reserve 410, 000. to general 
and contingencles reserve £10,000. Preference dividend 6 per 
cent.; ordinary dividend 6 per cent.; carry forward £18,156. 


Davis & Timmins, Ltd.—Dividend for the year 1920 8 
per cent., and.a bonus of 17 per cent., both free of tax. 
Carried forward, subject to special taxation. £53,335. 


Electrical & Industrial Investment Co., Ltd.—A dividend 
of 6 per cent., less tax, for 1920 is announced on the pre- 
ferred ordinary shares; £21,028 is carried forward, subject 
to corporation profits tax. 


Stock Exchange Notices.—Applications have been made 
to the Committee to allow the following to be oflicially 
quoted :— 

Armstrong (Sir W. G.), Whitworth & Co.—£2,000,000 64 
per cent. second debenture stock. 

Vickers.—£1,500,000 7 per cent. 7-year notes, Nos. Al to 
A4,000 (£100), B1 to B700 (£500), and Cl to C750 (£1,000). 


Companies Struck off the Register.— The names of the 
undermentioned companies have been struck off the register, 
and such companies are therefore dissolved : — 

Electric Wiring & Fittings Co., Ltd. 

Radium Lamp, Ltd. 


London Electric Wire Co. & Smiths, Ltd.—Final dividend 
on the ordinary shares making 74 per cent., less tax, for 
1920. 450.000 to reserve. Carried forward £38,926. Issued 
sakes increased by final calls on new issue of preference 

ares. 


County of London Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Further 
dividend on fully-paid ordinary shares at rate of 11 per cent. 
215 OM: less tax, making 8 per cent.; carry forward 


City of London Electric Lighting Co., Ltd.—Dividend 
(subject to tax) on the ordinary shares of 12 per cent. for the 
year 1920 and a bonus of 2 per cent. on account of reduction 
of dividend for 1916. £23,649 carried forward. 


Teese h Construction & Maintenance Co., Ltd.—The 
accoun or 1920 show net profit £110,187, plus £114,840 
brought forward. Dividend 74 per cent., free of tax, making 
10 per cent. for the year. To reserve £90,000, carrying for- 
ward £115,388. : 


Midland Electric 


Notting Hill Electric Lighting Co., Ltd.—Expended on 
capital account during 1920 £19,/91. The lamps connected 
(30 watt) increased from 280.087 to 303,188; profit increased 
from £31,225 to £33,816. The number of consumers is now 
5,809, and all except 13 are supplied at 200 volts. There is 
put to depreciation, renewal, and reserve 43.000; to special 
reserve, £3,000; debenture interest, less tax, £1,792; Kenaing- 
ton & Notting Hill joint debenture stock interest and sinking 
funds, 44.202; income tax, £5,978; preference dividend 6 per 
cent., less tax; distributed to staff under co-partnership scheme 
£431; dividend on the ordinary shares at the rate of 8s. per 
share, less tax, £7,574; carried forward £3,647. Mr. R. G. 
Rawkins, manager and secretary, hus been elected to the board 
in place of the late Sir William Crookes. Units generated or 
purchased 4,358,459; units sold 3,035,553. Meeting: March loth. 

Chelsea Electricity Supply Co., Ltd.—Profit for 1920 
£41,874, plus £1,522 brought forward and £2,159 interest, 
making £45,555. Interest on debenture stock, £4,260; to 
reserve fur renewals, depreciation, and contingencies, £17,312; 
written off cost of extinction of founders’ shares, £2,178; 
Written off investinents, £2,925; 6 per cent. on preference 
shares; final dividend on ordinary shares at rate of 7 per 
cent. per annum, making 6 per cent. for the year, carrying 
forward £2,249. Units sold 4,916,128, an increase of 691,623. 
Meeting: March 16th. 

Ward & Goldstone, Ltd.—Interim dividend at the rate of 
7 per cent. per annum. less tax, will be posted to preference 
shareholders on March 3lst. 

Brazilian Traction, Light & Power Co.—J quarterly divi- 
dend of 11 per cent. on the cumulative preference 19 an- 
nounced. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


TUESDAY EVENING. 

REMARKABLE rises occurred this week amongst Home Railway 
stocks, more especially those in the ordinary and deferred 
list. To name a precise explanation for the rally would be 
difficult. The simple reason, however, would appear to be 
the fact that prices last week got down to levels at which 
the fall certainly uppeared to be overdone. Even in days 
like these, when there is so little money about, a certain pro- 
portion of capital can be trusted to become available for 
securities that are manifestly flat, and which require little 
buying for a complete change to be wrought in the aspect of 
the market. ‘lhe Undergrounds, not having shared to the 
fuli extent in the previous slump of the steam stocks, have 
been left out of the recovery, and the changes on the week 
are downward. Underground income bonds are weak, and 
there is no recovery in either issue of the company, nor in 
Districts, Metropolitans and Central Londons. . 

Various reports have appeared from the Electricity Supply 
companies in respect of the year just ended, and most of them 
are decidedly satisfuctory. The County of London report is 
a case in point. The company secured increases in most 
branches of revenue, and, although the working costs have 
also gone up, the result of the year's working is that the net 
revenue accounts gets £27,000 more than it did last year at 
£244,250. The increased dividend of 8 per cent. inaugurated 
last year is maintained, and £18,600 goes forward. The 
Metropolitan Electric Supply Co. shows an increase in gross 
revenue of £103,000, of which 47,000 was retained in net. 
The reserve has been increased to £615,000. The Notting Hill 
Co. shows a rise in net profit to 434. C000, and the dividend on 
the ordinary is 8s. per share. Another interesting report is 
that of the Telegraph Construction Co. The meeting is due 
for ‘Thursday in this week. Profits show a falling off of 
£14,000, but the company maintains its dividend of 10 per 
cent., free of tax (equal to 20 per cent. on the old capital), and 
puts the usual £20,000 to reserve, making the latter £160,000. 

In the list of share prices, london Electrics have risen 58. 
to £l, and Metropolitan preference are a good market at 
2 13/16. On the other hand, Westminsters weakened to 4. 
and once more the return is over 10 per cent. on the money. 
le parted with half of their rise of the preceding 
week. 

Manufacturing shares remain heavy. Edisons have fallen 
to 8s. gd. English Electrics are weak at 12s. 6d. General 
Electrics fell 3s. to 908. 9d. The reason for this decline is 
simply the fear of dividends being reduced, more or less sub- 
stantially, in respect of the year just ended. There is a pretty 
general agreement that the 1919 distributions will certainly 
not be maintained, and, having regard to the all-round slump 
in trade, the question arises as to whether half the previous 
dividends will be paid in respect of the year just ended. 
These considerations affect the whole of the manufacturing 
group, and, indeed, industrials of every description in the 
Stock Exchange. ‘Those who looked for settlement of com- 
merce are disappointed at the turn which diplomatic affairs 
have taken. The occupation of German frontier towns does 
not promise hopefully for re-establishment of trading condi- 
tions with Germany, while the position in Russia, in spite of 
the lip-service paid to the idea of setting up a credit export 
scheme and the like, cannot disguise the extraordinary difh- 
culties that still exist in the wav of entering into trade rela- 
tions with a country whose principal asset for the time being 
is the printing press. 
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Great Northern Telegraphs have gone back to 201 owing to 
the movement of the French Exchange. Western l'elegraphs 
are easier at 16 and Eastern ordinary at 100}. Chili Tele- 
phones went back to 54. The general tendency of the market 
18 not quite so good as it has been of late. Marconi's have 
been down to 1 21/32, rallying, however, to 1j. Anglo- 
American issues are quiet, and there is nothing of fresh conse- 
quence in other cable stocks. 

Amongst foreign issues, Brazilian Tractions have given way 
to 303, and Mexico Trams 6 per cent. bonds to 294. Mexican 
Light and Power first mortgage bonds are lower at 624. 
There is neither interest nor support for Mexicans at the pre- 
sent time, and the failure of the Mexican Government to pro- 
vide the monthly remittances promised to the Mexican Rail- 
way Company is exercising the minds of those who had 
pinned their faith to the power of the new President to start 
an era of progress and prosperity. Argentines are quiet, and 
amongst dollar stocks the tendency during the past week has 
been irregular. Shawinigan Water at 1154 and Canadian 
Generals at 1963 are both lower. Toronto Power debenture 
has risen 4 to 76. 

North Metropolitan 5 per cent. debenture hardened to 57}. 
Tees Power Sixes at 89 are a point lower. The market in 
iron, coal and armament shares is despondent. Vickers ordi- 
nary and the 5 per cent. tax-free preference are dull at 
108. 74d. and lls. 3d. respectively. Rubber market conditions 
are practically unchanged. Leading shares are again lower 
on the obvious impossibility of producing companies making 
anything but a loss while rubber rests at a shilling or so 
per lb. 


SHARE LIST OF ELECTRIOAL OOMPANIES., 


Home ELEcTRICITY COMPANIES, 
Dividend Prioe 


— March 8, Yieli 

1919. 1920. 1921. Rise or fall. p. o.“ 
Brompton Ordinary. ec ee 12 12 af = £9 16 0 
Oharing Oross O ee ee 7 8 — 10 6 
do. do. do. 44 Pref, ee 43 43 af — 8 8 8 
oe oe ee ee 4 6 — 9 10 6 
City of London rT e 1) M 25/- Am 10 4 0 
O. do. 6percent. Pref... 6 17/6 — 6 17 3 
County of London .. oo . oo B 8 78 — 10 9 10 
do. do. 6 percent. Pref, 6 6 81 = 166 
Kensington nary T oe 1 9 4 — 11 6 0 
London Neo ee oe ee 24 93 1 + i 1 10 0 
do. do. 6 percent. Pref... 6 6 71 — 10 18 2 
Me li e. oe ee 6 7 B = à 11 8 6 
do. 4 cent. Pref, .. 43 43 317 = 6 816 8 
85. James’ an «„ 12 12 = 10 0 0 
South London oe oe eo 6 => ni — 9 210 
South Metropolitan Pret... ee 7 7 15/9 — 8 17 10 
Westminster Ordinary .. „ 10 10 4j —i 10 5 3 


TRLEGRAPHS AND TELEPRONES. 


1918 1919 
Anglo-Am. Tel. Pref. ee 7 6 8 — 7 9 8 
do. Def, ee ee 83/6 14 1 — 9 6 6 
Chile Telephone ee ee ee 8 6 - i & 6 8 
Ouba Bub. rd. : ee ee ee 7 7 — 10 15 4 
Bastern Extension .. ee eo 10 10 18 = 16 6 0 
Bastern Tel. Ord. oo ee eo 8 10 1164 —1 6 4 7 
Globe Tel. and T. Ord. ee eo 8 10 1 -— Á 6 6 Ü 
do. 0. Pref. .. ee 6 6 9 — 6 18 4 
Great Northern Tel. ee ry) 22 22 N 3 -1 1014 8 
Indo-European ee ee ^». 18 10 B0 — 8 6 8 
ee ee ee ee 25 25 1 — À — 

Oriental Telephone Ord. .. ee 10 12 3 — 69 7 
United R. Plate Tel. ee eo 8 8 — ! 8 8 Ü 

West India and Panama „ 01/3 Nil - Nil 
Western Telegraph.. eo "T 8 10 1 — i 6 6 0 


Home RaiLs. 


, 1919 1920 
3 N Ord. Assented .. 11 11 — i 9 40 
Me c ee oe ee ee + 
0. District oe ee Nu N ul 1 A T Nil 
U und Electrio Ordinary Ni Nil 14 — à Nil 
0 do. d A " ee Nil Nil 6 / — 8d. Nil 
do. do, Income .. 4 3 65} — 2 219 8 
Foreign Trams, &c. 
1918 1919 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref. .. Nil e N — 10 9 6 
i do. do. and Pref. ee Nil N eo? — Nil 
Brasil Tractions ee * ee Nil Nil 864 -— 1 Nil 
British Columbia Elec. Rly, Pfee. 5 b 56 — 8 18 6 
: do. do. Preferred 2l b — *8 16 
do. do. Deferred N 8 +2 *1118 2 
a). do. Deb. ee 4 67 — 7 10 0 
Mexico Trams 6 percent. Bonds. N — Nil 
do. 6 per cent, Bonds.. Nil Nil 23 —1 Nil 
do. Pref. ee ee Nil Nil 18 — Nil 
do. 1st Bonds. „„ Ni Nil 623 —1 Nil 
MANUFACTURING COMPANIES. 
Baboook & Wilcox .. .. . 15 15 d — 7 1 2 
British Aluminium Ord, ee ee 10 10 17/- — 11 15 4 
runi ts i eo ee 265 15 1775 = 10 18 9 
© ob oe ee — 7 B 7 
Oastner.Kellner  .. T „„ 20 17 2i = 713 9 
Orompton Ord. ee ee ee 10 10 18/9 ms 14 11 0 
Edison - Swan ee ee eo 10 10 8/9 — à — 
do. do. 6 percent. Deb. .. 5 5 70 — 7 2 10 
Electrio Construction T ee 10 10 16/9 — 12 14 0 
English Electric  .. i _= 8 12/6 — 6d, 12 16 0 
Do. Pret. oe ee — 6 13/6 — 8 17 10 
Gen. Elec. Pref. .. « cf 6h 63 18/6 — 7 2 6 
do. Ord. oe oe ee 10 10 l4 = "1 9 18 8 
180 455 ee ee ee TI EU 1 lj d = Ya 8 18 2 
. oe ee eo oe x -— 1 
India-Rubber 0 oe ee ee 10 10 wu 1 : 
Met.-Vickers Pref, ,, dé i 8 1}; — 816 4 
Siemens Ord... e „„ „ 10 10 at — 210 6 2 
Telegraph Qon. | id ee ee 20 20 216 ~ 0 11 9 


* Dividends paid free of Inoome Tax, 


MARKET QUOTATIONS. 


IT should be remembered, in making use of the figures appearing 
in the following list, that in some cases the prioes are only general 
and they may vary according to quantities and other ciroumstances. 


Tuesday, March 8th. 


CHEMICALS, &o. 8 | eo 
a Acid, Oxalio ...  ..  .. . per lb. ud. 8d. dec. 
a Ammoniac Sal ase 0. ose Der ton £15 £71 dec. 
a Ammonia, Muriate (large orystal) ji | 465 £3 . 
a Bisulphide of Carbon a Enn we ves eee 
a Borax "TT TP TT m ml 99 £38 NER 
a Copper Bul hate TI s.o mr 99 £85 [ta 
a Potash, Chlorate... /.. „, per ld. 7d. a 
a U Perchlorate coe TT 97 | 10d. vw 
a Shellac eee eee eve eee eee per cw. £16 ere 
a Sulphate of Magnesia eh ... per ton | £216 sais 
a Sulphur, Sublimed Flowers ... „ | £21 41 dee. 
a 90 Lump TII wee 00 97 £18 | ove 
a Soda, Chlorate e. 5. o. per lb. 443. iis 
a ? C Btals ecc eos ove per ton d 
a um Bichromate, casks .. per lb, 17 es 
METALS, &c. 
p Babbitt’s Metal Ingote ... . Per ton 496 0 £800 2 
c Brass (rolled metal 2" to 19" basis) per lb. 1/0 d. dec 
c „ Tubes (solid drawn)... M Wi 113 to 1.2 d. dec. 
€ 97 , sis eee m 00 LE 1 qd. deo. 
e Copper Tubes (solid drawn) A $i | 1/33 1d. dec. 
e » Bars (best selected) % per ton £116 £4 dec. 
c oo Sheet 0 [I ' eec eee n | £116 £4 dec 
c TM Rod 0 FTT] TT 00 31 £116 £4 deo. 
d  , (Blectrolytic) Bars due Hs £72 £1 deo. 
d »" T Sheets ooo rT) £143 ove 
d 99 [1] Wire Rods., 90 £7 deo. 
d LE] 99 H.C. Wire oe per lb. 1J gd. ad. deo. 
f Bbonite Rod coe LIII ave ecc LU 8% ove 
f oo Sheet eec ecc eee » | BJ- 0% 
n German Bilver Wire T sie " 2/9 d 
h Gutta-percha, fine EN 10 14% to 16/ v 
A India-rubber, Para fine Ss " 1làd. xis 
i Iron Pig (Cleveland Warrants) ,, per ton Nom, Ja 
„„ Wire, galv. No. 8, P.O, qual, " £45 25 dec 
d Lead, English Pig coe eee eve [I] | £19 10s, 25/- dec 
g Mercury ... ... se... o per bot. £12 10 to £12 15 T 
e Mica (in original cases) small , per lb. 4d. to 4- ad. to 6d. dec. 
6 n [T] [T] medium oe 9,9 65 / to 10% eee 
e , ” » large " 19/6 to 25/- & up ius 
p Phosphor Bronze, plain de ges " | 1/4 to 1/9 1d. dee, 
p » iT) rol bars and " 9/4 to Q7 ooo 
p.n „ rolled strip & sheet " 9/4 to 2/8 € 
d Bilictum Bronze Wire „% per lb. | 1/4 TA 
r Bteel, Magnet, in bars ove eee 9 1/8 eee 
a Tin, Blook (English) e. „ por ton 4148 £10 to £17 dec. 
n Wire, Nos.1tol6  ... „, per lb. 4/6 Sia 
P White Anti-friotion Metals we per ton | £78 to £800 5 
Quotations supplied by— 
G. Boor & Oo. & ae 
€ Thos. Bolton & Sons, Ltd. 1 Edward Till & Co. 
d Frederiok Smith & Oo. i Bolling & Lowe. 


er. W 8 & Bons. 

f India-Rubber, Gutta- Percha and 
Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. p —— 

r W. F, Dennis & Oo. 


l Richard Johnson & N Led 
n P. Ormiston & Bons, — 


The Peltier Effect and Low-Temperature Research.— 
In a letter under this heading in .Vature of February 24th, Mr. 
A. A. Campbell-Swinton inquires whether the Peltier effect has 
ever been considered as an aid to the production of very low 
te nperatures. The lowest temperatures yet obtained are those pro- 
duced by Dr. H. K. Onnes, of Leyden, who, by reducing the tempera- 
ture of metals to that of liquid helium, has got down to within 
less than 4° of the absolute zero of temperature, or more than 450° 
below z2ro Fahrenheit. Onnes, moreover, found that at such a 
temperature pure metals lose p:actically all electrical resistanoe, 
and become nearly perfect oonductors. Mr. Swinton's suggestion 
is to apply the Peltier effect, which consists in an observed 
diminution in temperature when an e'ectrio current is passed in a 
particular direction through a thermo-couple, to obtain still lower 
temperatures. At ordinary temperatures, when the metals com- 
posing the thermo-couple have appreciable resistance, the Peltier 
effect is largely masked by the C’R heat produced in the metals by 
the passaze of the current. At the temperatures attained by 
Oanes, when resistance practically vanishes, this condition should 
not obtain, with the result that the application of the Peltier 
effect would appear to give possibilities of obtaining materially 
l»wer temperatures than have yet been reached. 


Electric Cooking at IIford.— The electrical engineer 
reports that in consequence of statements made at a Council 
meeting recently with regard to the electrio cooker at the fire 
station, he has investigated the matter and finds the following are 
the facts: —The cooker in question is an old Tricity " oven fitted 
with new elements. In addition there are two boiling plates in 
use, these being the property of the consumer. The energy con- 
sumption for the September quarter was 549 units, the cost of 
which amounted to £9 3s. (not 315 as stated), and for the 
Dacember quarter, 411 units, or £6 17s. From December 20th to 
February Ist, only 44 units were used. There is no doubt that 
during the two quarters referred to the whole of the cooking has 
been done electrically. It has been conclusively proved that when 
care and common sense are used, electricity can compete very 
favourably with gas for cooking." 
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. THE ELECTRICAL. FUTURE OF NORWAY. : 


Thoudk trading prospects in Norway are rightly de- 
scribed by H.M. Commercial Secretary as gloomy, 
there is much in the future of the country which 
will prove of interest to the 
In his view, as expressed in his report on the 
industrial and economic situation of 
December, 1920 (Cmd. 1115), it is improbable that 
trade will recover and approach normal dimensions 
until an outlet has been found, either at home or by 
re-export abroad, for the accumulation of imports which 
has been piling up for many months. Even then, if 
the country is to make a good recovery, strict economy, 
hard work, and social and industrial peace are essen- 
tial. Labour in general in Norway, as in Great Britain, 
does not yet appear to have arrived at a clear under- 
standing of the situation, but it cannot be doubted 
that rapidly increasing unemployment has opened the 
eyes of many workers to the precarious state of affairs. 

Owing to general industrial stagnation, the demand 
for machinery, machine tools, belting, &c., is very 
slack. German firms are making great efforts to re- 
cover their market in Norway for machinery and tools, 
and are able to undersell all competitors in this class 
of goods. Several large German exporting firms have 
now sales offices in Christiania. 


electrical engineer. 


Unless the rate for sterling and dollars 
falls, such business as can be done is likely 
to be secured by countries whose currency 
is not at a premium, particularly Germany. 
The latter country, besides being in a position to undersell 
all competitors, appears to be able also to offer quicker de- 
li ry ot electrical machinery, turbines, machine tools, &c. 

In fact, in electrical machinery, German firms have re- 
established their position in the Norwegian market, and an 
expert estimates that they have secured 75 per cent. of the 
business in all kinds of such apparatus. Imports from the 
United Kingdom are stated to have remained small, owing 
to the fact that British manufacturers have been in a position 
to obtain a sufficiency of work which pays them better than 
deliveries to Norway. In the case of cables British exporters 
have secured a fair share of the business, which has been 
considerable. 

At the present moment the demand in Norway has relaxed 
owing to the stringency of the money market. It 1s, however, 
the opinion of an expert that the rapid development will not 
be retarded long. He bases his opinion on the following 
factors: It is estimated that about 1,300,000 h.p. generator 
capacity has been installed in the country, and available 
figures appear to indicate that a large proportion of this 
power still remains to be disposed of among consumers. . There 
will, therefore, necessarily continue to be a large demand 
for cables and smaller kinds of machinery such as trans- 
formers, motors, and cooking and heating apparatus. The 
use of electricity for cooking and heating has increased very 
greatly owing to the high cost of coal, and there is a great 
future for cooking and heating apparatus. j i 

It is, howover, obvious that the exploitation of water power, 
whether harnessed or unharnessed, must depend very consider- 
ably upon the position of the money market and the possibility 
of raising the requisite capital. l 

The Commission appointed by the Storthing in 1918 to in- 
quire into the question of a national plan for the supply of 
electricity for the whole of Norway has not yet submitted 
any recommendation, being still engaged upon technical pre- 
paratory work. | . 

The new administration of electricity came into force on 
January Ist, 1921, when an Electricity Board of nine persons 
took over the daily conduct of affairs. The Board consists 
of one director-general, with three expert sub-directors work- 
ing under him, one in charge of questions concerning water- 
courses, the second in charge of waterfalls, and the third in 
charge of electricity, while the d d five members of 
the Board will be representatives chosen by the Storting. 


The completion of municipal power 
schemes has been hampered considerably 
by the stringency of the money market, 
which has rendered it difficult to raise the 
necessary funds. Only a few new municipal power schemes 
have been initiated during the past year, viz., the follow- 
ing :— 

The municipality of Drammen, having completed the exten- 
sion of the Labro power station, which was under construction 
last year, is now considering a further extension of the same 
power station for the production of an additional 3,600 kW. 
The Bergen municipality is considering the question of pro- 
curing 6,000 kW from the Herlandsfos. . 


German . 
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The Christiania municipality, which is badly in want of 
power, has received the ouer of 12.000 kW irom Rjukan, 
and aiso an ouer of 20,000 to 60,000 kW from ‘Lysse. In the 
event of its accepting the otter of power trom Tysse the 
transmission voltage would be 150.000. In discussing the 


desirability of accepting this ofler, the Christiania munici— 


panty, has to take into consideration the comparative ad- 
vantages to be obtained from the harnessing of tue £aanaasfos 
and Solbergfos (see below). 

Ihe following municipal power schemes have lately been 
completed :— 

Honetos and Norderhov have completed the installation of 
8.000 h.p. at Honetos Mill. The town of Haugesund has com- 
pleted tne harnessing of the Etne watercourse. ‘Lhe town of 
Christiansund N. has completed the harnessing of the Skar 
watercourse. The Vaagstjod Power Co. has completed the 
harnessing of a small watercourse for the supply of power 
to the roms county. 

The following municipal schemes are still being proceeded 
with, but are hampered by financial dirticulties :— 

That of the town of Fredrikshald for power stations on 
the Brekke and -Krappeto waterfalls. Tbe harnessing of 
Faslefos at Bægna. Ine scheme of the Nord ‘rondelag 
county for harnessing the Folla watercourse. It is anticipated 
that the originators of this scheme will have dithculty in 
disposing of the 30,000 h.p. which it 1s estimated to produce. 

Work has proceeded on the harnessing of the Haanaas 
waterfall on the river Glommen, and it is expected that 74,000 
h.p. will be ready for delivery in the course of next year. 
The dam has been completed, and work upon the power 
station has commenced. In the case of the Hoge Waterfalls, 
purchased by Aust Agder county, the construction of the 
power house has been completed, the transmission line is 
being erected, and transformers are in process of installation. 

Work is proceeding on the scheme of the Kristianssand town 
for the harnessing of the Nomeland fall, which is expected to 
yield 16,000 h.p.’ One generator, yielding 11,000 h.p., is now 
working. The work on the Tafjord watercourse has been 
continued, and the scheme is now partly in operation. The 
work on the Aalfot watercourse has been suspended owing to 
financial difficulties. 

Work has been continued upon the har- 
nessing of the waterfalls at Nore, on the 
river Lagen. The regulation of the Tun- 
| hovd lake has been completed, and tunnel- 
ling has commenced. Owing to a strike among constructional 
workers employed by the Government, work on the building 
of the railway from Kongsberg to the falls has made little 
progress, and it is now ditlicult to say when the railway will 
be completed. 

Between 13 and 15 million kr. has now been expended upon 
the Nore scheme, and the future of the scheme depends 
largely upon the question. whether it is decided to arrange 
for the transmission of power from Tyssefuldene to the east 
of Norway (see above). Work upon the Hakavik installation 
has been continued, but has been interrupted by the strike 
of constructional workers, which is still proceeding. 

At Glomfjord, in the Nordland county, the State has now 
completed the installation of two machines of 25,000 h.p. 
each. An extra pipe line is under construction, which 18 to 
serve a reserve machine of 27,000 h.p.; it is probable that 
another machine of 27,000 h.p. will be installed later. The 
power from the two machines installed is delivered to a zinc 
smelting works. Inquiries for the delivery of power from 
the Glomfjord power station have been reccived from various 
sources, including American and British firms, but no con- 
tracts have yet been made. | | 

The scheme for harnessing the waterfall on the river Laagen 
at Kongsberg has been postponed in view of an offer of 18.500 
kW, which has been received from the Rjukan power station. 
If the offer from Bjukan is accepted, 4,000 kW will be delivered 
to the Buskerud county, 2,500 kW to the town of Drammen, 
and 12,000 kW to Christiania. The Norwegian Government 
would, in that event, complete the power line from Rjukan 
to Kongsberg, while the Buskerud county and the towns of 


Government 
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 Drammen and Christiania would construct the transmission 


lines for the remainder of the distance. 

Work is being continued on the harnessing of Solbergfos 
on the river Glommen. The main dam and the power station 
are in process of construction, but it is possible that the scheme 
may be delayed if the Christiania municipality decides to 
accept the offer of power from Tysse. About 22 million 
kroner has already been expended upon the scheme. while 
orders have also been placed for machinery to the value of 
about 8 million kroner. "T 

The electrification of the railway from Christiania to Dram- 
men is now nearing completion, whilst that of the section 
of railway from Norway to the Swedish frontier (the Ofot 
Railway) has been resolved upon, and that of other sections 
is under consideration. ö M s 

A Commission has been appointed by the Norwegian 
Government to consider the possibility of transmitting elec- 
trical power from Norway to Denmark. It would appear 
improbable that such transmission will become a practical 
Proposition in the near future. 
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JOINT ELECTRICITY AUTHORITIES. 


A Seconp WEST RIDING (AIRE AND CALDER) SCHEME. 


- CONSEQUENT upon the provisional delimitation of the above- 
named area,“ a conference of local authorities owning and 
operating generating stations within the district was held at 
Bradford in July, 1920, and was attended by representatives 
of 18 authorities, comprising the whole of such authorities 
excepting Heckmondwike U.D.C. The conference appointed 
a committee of eight members to prepare a scheme for im- 
proving the existing supply in, and the formation of a Joint 
Electricity Authority for, the district. The committee's report 
and scheme were duly approved by a further conference, held 
on February 24th, of representatives not only of local autho- 
rities owning and operating generating stations, but also of 
those in the district who are authorised distributors and pur- 
chase their supplies of electricity in bulk. 

It will be remembered that an outline of another scheme 
having similar aims for the same district, but prepared by the 
Leeds Corporation, has already been published. t 


THE COMMITTEE’S REPORT. 


The first meeting of the committee, which consisted of the 
electrical engineers of the electricity supply undertakings at 
Batley, Bradford, Halifax, Huddersfield, Keighley, Leeds, 
Shipley, and Spenborough, with Mr. Thomas Roles as its 
chairman, first met in August, 1920; an abstract of its report 
follows :— 

The Committee considers that any scheme which does not 
provide for the formation of a Joint Electricity Authority 
would only be in the nature of a palliative, and unless some 
authoritative body is formed having the duty of continually 
supervising matters relating to electricity supply in the dis- 
trict, efforts in the direction of improvement are likely to be 
spasmodic and carried out on individualistic rather than on co- 
ordinated lines. Any Joint Electricity Authority formed for 
the district should have full operative powers, as it is felt 
that an authority possessing merely advisory powers could only 
carry out its duties with the aid of a staff of inspectors, and 
that its recommendations would be often questioned, and 
friction and delay would result. 

The only alternative to forming a Joint Electricity Authority 
would be for the Yorkshire Electric Power Co. to be appointed 
the Authority to control the generation and main transmission 
of electricity in the district. From an engineering point of 
view this should prove & most satisfactory arrangement, and 
the fact that under the Yorkshire Electric Power Act, 1901, 
that company has powers enabling it to become such an autho- 
rity for the whole of the district, with the exception of a fringe 
on its northern and north-eastern boundaries, would greatly 
facilitate giving effect to such an arrangement. Moreover, 
the company has already in existence a considerable network 
of mains in the district which could be utilised to some extent 
for linking-up the various individual supply systems. 

In the event of the Electricity (Supply) (No. 2) Bill? becom- 
ing law, under the provisions of Clause 12 of the Bill, a Joint 
Electricity Authority formed for the district could, providing a 
special Order to such effect were obtained, delegate its powers 
to the Yorkshire Electric Power Co., by which arrangement 
the Joint Electricity Authority would become an advisory body 
whose duty it should be to protect the interests of consumers 
in the district. This course would appear to be preferable to 
the company being appointed an authority directly. It is 
believed that the company would not be averse to entering 
into an arrangement on these lines with the local authorities 
in the district. The committee, however, realises that none of 
the above proposals, although sound from an engineering 
standpoint, will be acceptable to the majority of the local 
authorities in the district. The principle of the control of 
public utility undertakings by local authorities has obtained 
firm root in Yorkshire, and the total output of the Power Co., 
both to areas in the West Riding (Aire and Calder) and the 
North-East Midlands Electricity Districts, is exceeded by the 
output from the Leeds Corporation alone, and is not much (if 
any) meee than that from the Bradford Corporation. 

With regard to main transmission, any Joint Electricity 
Authority which may be formed will be placed in a position 
of considerable difficulty so long as the Power Co. remains in 
existence and retains its present powers. Moreover, whereas 
the company has full rights of generation, main transmission, 
and supply in bulk throughout the greater part of the district, 
any Joint Electricity Authority which might be constituted 
would have its hands tied by the provisions of Section 12 of 
the Electricity (Supply) Act, 1919. 

The Committee considers it possible that it may not be found 
advisable that the transfer of any but a few of the smaller 
g nere uig stations should be effected, at any rate in the imme- 

iate future. Should such prove to be the case, the supplies 
which could be given by the Joint Electricity Authority would 
be so small that the heavy expenditure entailed in erecting a 
main transmission system could not be justified, unless the 
Joint Electricity Authority was prepared to build such a sys- 
tem for giving supplies to the Power Co. in certain parts of 
its area and so assist the company in continuing its develop- 
ment. 


* ELEC. Rev., p. 815, June 25th, 1920. 
+ Ergc. Rev., p. 95, January 91st, 1921. 
T uad Rev., p. 844, Dec. 31st, 1920, and p. 196, Feb. 18th, 


The Committee is, therefore, of opinion that if a Joint Elec- 
tricity Authority is established, it 18 essential that the whole 
of the main transmission of electricity throughout the district 
should be placed in its hands. It is abundantly clear that 
if the Power Co. were given representation on the Joint Elec- 
tricity Authority the youn power of its representatives would 
possibly in years to come have an equal if not a preponderat- 
ing influence on the Joint Electricity Authority. 

Ít must be clearly realised that the Power Co. is in posses- 


. sion of very different powers from those vested in companies 


working under the Electric Lighting Acts, and if a Joint 
Electricity Authority is formed its duties will be almost exactly 
similar to those of the Power Co., but, in addition, it may be 
granted distributing powers not possessed by the Power Co. 
If, therefore, the Joint Electricity Authority is to be a success, 
and no overlapping of rights and duties is tó be permitted, it 
would appear that the only course which can be pursued would 
be for the Joint Electricity Authority to preferably consist of 
representatives of local authorities only, and that the Autbo- 
rity should take over the Power Co.'s undertaking, and with 
it the sole rights of main transmission in the district. Such 
portion of the Power Co.'s undertaking as is situated in the 
North-East Midlands Electricity District would in all pro- 
bability be purchased by the Joint Electricity Authority to be 
set up for that district. 

There are no Parliamentary powers in existence under which 
the Power Co. can be compelled to dispose of its undertaking 
to & Joint Electricity Authority, and the Government has 
decided that for the present the Bill under which powers were 
sought for the formation of District Boards, which could com- 
pulsorily acquire power companies' stations and main trans- 
mission lines, shall not be proceeded with. The Electricity 
(Supply) Act, 1919, however, does contain powers under which 
such an undertaking may be taken over by agreement. 

The following is an extract from the reply of the engineer 
and manager of the Power Co. to the above proposal :— 

J am directed to say that in their (the directors of the 
company) opinion it is premature to ask the company to con- 
sider the sale of its undertaking to a body which does not exist 
and whose formation and constitution is not yet definitely 
decided. To reduce the company’s area of supply would be, in 
the views of my board, a direct contravention of the vital prin- 
ciple of which the Power Act was an expression. The company 
is prepared to conBider and to take part in any developments 
which will, in its opinion, be to the interests of the com- 
munity in the area as a whole, but for the reasons above 
mentioned it is not prepared at present to discuss with you the 
sale of a portion of its undertaking." 


THE ScHEME. 


THE draft scheme, which has already been definitely adopted 
by a number of Town Councils, proposes, inter alia, that the 
Joint Electricity Authority shall consist of 40 members re- 
presentative of all local authorities (a) being authorised dis- 
tributors within the district, (b) having the right to purchase 
the whole or any part of any undertaking of authorised 
distributors within the district, and (c) the county council 
as representing the local authorities of all areas in which 
electricity is (1) supplied otherwise than under a Provisional 
Order, and (ii) not at present supplied. 

The basis of representation shall be: Local authorities who 
are acting as authorised distributors and the populations 
of whose areas of supply do not exceed (1) 25,000, to be 
grouped and given one representative for every 25,000 in- 
habitants; (2) from 25,000 to 50,000, one representative each; 
(3) from 50,000 to 100,000, two representatives each; (4) over 
100, 000. three representatives each, plus an additional one 
for every complete 100,000 in excess of the first 100,000; (5) 
local authorities (other than county councils) in whose areas 
electricity is supplied by other authorities or companies 
under provisional orders, to be grouped and represented 
according to item (4) on the aggregate of the populations of 
their areas; (6) county council, one representative for every 
complete 150,000 of the total population in the areas of urban 
and rural districts for which the councils of such districts 
are not entitled to appoint or take part in electing members 
other than those under item (6). 

The rest of the provisions in connection with the adminis- 
tration of the scheme are generally similar to those of other 
schemes, outlines of which have already been published. It 
is proposed that the purchase powers of local authorities in 
the district shall, at the expiration of 12 months from the 
date of the establishment of the Joint Electricity Authority 
(unless otherwise arranged) be transferred to and vested 
in the Joint Electricity Authority, subject to a right of 
appeal to the Commissioners. 

The undertaking of the Yorkshire Electric Power Co., and 
all its rights and interests therein, shall as from such date 
prior to December 3lst, 1922, as shall be specified in the 
order constituting the Joint Electricity Authority vest in 
the Electricity Authority absolutely (the intent being that 
so much of the said undertaking as is not situate within 
the district shall be transferred to and vested in the Joint 
Electricity Authority for the North-East Midlands Electricity 
District (if and when established) on such terms as shall 
be agreed or, failing agreement, as may be determined by 
arbitration. 

Regarding the technical provisions of the scheme, the supply 
wil be on the three-phase, 50-cycle, a.c. system. The main 
transmission pressure will be 33,000, and the local secondary 
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transmission pressures 11,000 and 6,600 volts according to 
the voltage at present in use at the distributing centre con- 
cerned, but for reasons of economy 11,000 volts will be 
adopted wherever possible at distributing centres in which 
the pressure is at present 6,600 volta. The generating stations 
at Bradford. Halifax, Huddersfield, Leeds, 'Thornhill. and 
Wakefield will ultimately become the distributing centres 
for the areas surrounding them, and will be linked together by 
main transmission cables. Extensions from these centres 
will be made by 33,000-volt cables to sub-distributing centres, 
at such times as may become necessary. 

The main transmission lines will consist of 3-core, 0.15, 
0.2. and 0.25 sq. in. cable, 11.25 miles of which will be at 
11,000 and 80.5 miles at 33,000 volts, and it is proposed to 
complete 38.75 miles by August, 1922; 10 miles by August, 
1923; 22.75 miles by August, 1924; 7.75 miles by August, 
1925; and 12.5 miles by August, 1996. i 

It is proposed that throughout the period covered by the 
scheme, and possibly for some time afterwards, the existing 
generating stations at Bradford, Halifax, Hudderstield (St. 
Andrew’s Road—general supply). Leeds (Whitehall Road— 
general supply), Thornhill, and Barugh, so far as the generat- 
ing plant which is operated by means of waste heat is 
concerned, shall be utilised in conjunction with the new 
capital stations. The proposed extensions of plant (including 
extensions already authorised) at the existing generating 
stations above named, und the ultimate capacity of such 
generating stations on the completion of the proposed exten- 
sions are as follows :— 


Ultimate capacity 


Proposed extensions. of stations. 


Station (Max. cont, rating.) (Max. cont. rating.) 
Bradford Two 15,000-kW turbo- kW. 
alternators ... "e 50,000 
Halifax Two 10, 000-k M turbo- 
alternators ... d 29,500) 
Huddersfield ... One 10,000-kW turbo- 
alternator  ... WI 24.000 
l eeds Two 12,000-kW turbo- 
alternators ... ER 75.000 
Thornhill Three 12,500-kW turbo- 
alternators ... s 49,500 
Barugh (waste heat) Nil e x P 1.500 
Totals 10 sets 229,500) 


Until the capital stations are erected and operating to 
their full capacity it will be necessary to utilise the remaining 
generating stations, with a few exceptions, and possibly to 
extend the plant in some of them; as these stations become 
linked up with the existing stations their running hours will 
be reduced, and finally they will be discarded. It is pro- 
posed that the erection of two capital stations shall be immo- 
diately commenced, one in the vicinity of the existing station 
belonging to the Wakefield Corporation, on the river Calder, 
and the other in the vicinity of Apperley Bridge, on the river 
Aire, and that three turbo-alternators each having a maximum 
continuous rating of 20,000 kW shall be in commission in 
the Wakefield capital station, and two turbo-alternators each 
of the same rating shall be in commission in the Esholt 
capital station, by August, 1924. The ultimate plant capacity 
of each of the capital stations will be 100,000 kW. 

_It is proposed that the Minister of Transport shall imme- 
diately commence the construction of the two capital stations, 
and shall from time to time commence the construction of 
the main transmission lines mentioned above in order that such 
stations and lines may be respectively in commission by the 
dates mentioned, it being the intent that the Electricity Autho- 
rity shall become responsible for financing the works, whether 
commenced by the Minister of Transport or otherwise, as 
early as possible after the establishment of the Electricity 
Authority. 

The Electricity Authority is to repay to the Minister of 
Transport within a period of five years from the date of the 
order constituting the Electricity Authority the sum expended 
by him up to the date when the Electricity Authority becomes 
responsible for financing the works of construction as afore- 
said, together with interest thereon to enable him to repay 
the Treasury. 

There are 25 existing generating stations in the district, of 
which four are used mainly (if not solely) for tramway supply, 
namely: Huddersfield (Longroyd Bridge); Leeds (Crown 
Point); Yorkshire (West Riding) Electric Tramways Co., Ltd. 
(Belle Isle, Wakefield, and Castleford). It is intended that 
these stations shall remain in the hands of the present owners, 
but provision has been made for providing bulk supplies to 
such owners on their stations being shut down. On a scheme 
of any magnitude for the electrification of the railways in 
the district being decided upon it will become necessarv to 
consider the advisability of erecting a further capital generat- 
ing station and the provision of additional main transmission 
ines. 

Finally, the financial details of the scheme are set out, 
which are generally similar to those relating to other schemes 
that have already been outlined. 


The Yorkshire Electric Power Co.'s representation referring 
to the above scheme, and the L.C.C.'s scheme for the London 
and Home Counties District, will be outlined in our next 
issue. 


THE CHESTER AND ͤ NORTH WALES INQUIRY. 


SuMMaRY. (Concluded from p. 234.) 


ON Monday, February Ast. it was admitted that the Power 
Co. had written up its assets in the year 1918-19, from 4331. 459. 
to £532,882, on the ground that they had appreciated in 
value; the debenture interest wus then eleven years 
in arrear. A considerable amount—£111,800—stood in the 


balance sheet in respect of railways, of which only a short 


length had been constructed, and this was worked by one 
horse which, when in good condition, made one journey each 
way daily. The one-horse railway caused considerable amuse- 
ment, and was the joke of the Inquiry. 

An important feature in the complicated financial arrange- 
ments is that the Aluminium Corporation owns the principal 
water power (at Dolgarrog), and is to give a bulk supply as 
required to the North Wales Power Co. to the extent of 
11.000 kW on demand, but the Power Co. is to pay jd. per 
unit on a 45 per cent. load factor, and invest £250,000 in the 
corporation, as second debentures. The load factor ot the 
company at present is about 25 per cent., and it is quoting 
the Rhyl Council lid. per unit on a present load factor of 
somewhere about 194 per cent. and a consumption of 350,000 
units per annum. One can only say that Mr. Jack, of the 
North Wales Power Co., has shown great confidence in the 
future generosity of Mr. Jack of the Aluminium Corporation, 


when, as seems inevitable, the former approaches the latter 


to ease his burden. 

The proposed advisory committee was shown to give one 
representative to Holyhead, with an area of 731 acres, u 
population of 10,636, and a rateable value of £25,081, and 
also one only to the Crewe and Nantwich areas, with an 
acreage of 122,760, a population of 82,413, and a rateable 
value of £485,907. There are to be 26 area representatives, 
two for large consumers, and four or five for railways, and, 
of course, the company need not take any advice given by 
the committee. 

Another interesting point was the allowance of 1 per cent. 
for depreciation, which is little enough to make a corporation 
engineer's mouth water. Of course, a large portion of the 
expenditure is on civil engineering work, but an equally large 
proportion is on overhead trunk mains. Sir Philip Dawson 
supported this figure on the Tuesday, so that, perhaps, the 
evidence of such an authority given to the Commissioners 
will ease the way of proposed joint board engineers who depart 
from the time-encrusted L.G.B. schedule in their estimates. 

A most astonishing and gratifying state of things was 
divulged when a financial expert, Mr. Wells, stated that it 
would be possible for a company in the position of the North 


Wales Power Co., now paying 10 per cent. interest on second 


debentures, to raise all its new capital by means of bonds 
on & basis of 8 to 84 per cent. interest, without any further 
ordinary or preference share subscription. Sir Harry Haward 
appeared to doubt it; in fact, that part of him which was 
evolved from L.C.C. methods was distinctly shocked. Sir 
Philip Dawson generally confirmed the view of Mr. Wells, 
basing his opinion on cases he knew of where large sums 
were being raised abroad by bond issues, with no cash sub- 
scription on ordin?ry shares. indeed, it appears that a com- 
pany is to, be judged no longer on its past, but upon its 
hopes for the future. This, if it happens, is sure to be a 
great help to other schemes, and with regard to Joint Autho- 
rities, one i8 consoled by the reflection: If a company can 
do this, how much more, then (to use the language of the 
ancients), can a Joint Authority, with a rate backing and 
no ''past," raise money at a lower rate of interest for the 
greater benefit of the community ! 

There was, throughout the Monday, considerable confusion 
as to the Parliamentary position with regard to the scheme. 
The company proposes to take the rights and obligations of 
a Joint Authority under the 1919 Act (if a company can do 
such a thing—and even its counsel was EU yet it 
proposes a new Act of Parliament embodying its draft pro- 
posals. It is obvious that the company's proposals are 
quite different from those of a Joint Authority, and it did 
not seem to be appreciated—even by the Commissioners—that 
this new Act would take precedence of the 1919 Act on any 
points of difference, rendering the statement as to rights and 
obligations of no effect. It was clearly realised, however, 
that owing to bad drafting of the proposals, a very pretty 
tangle resulted. This bad drafting was throughout tne Inquiry 
excused by calling it a '' business scheme and not a legal 
document. As a result, the Inquiry eventually closed without 
anyone knowing what the scheme really would be, even on 
its most important points, if the Commissioners approved it. 

The seventh day of the Inquiry, Tuesday, February 22nd, 
produced much expert evidence dealing with the water power, 
and as previously stated, one cannot but be impressed by the 
company's scheme. The experts engaged have thoroughly 
dealt with the wonderful natural facilities. Mr. Vincent, 
acting for the Quarry Owners, led Mr. Jack to admit that 
he was a member of the Carnarvon County Council, and 
had actually drafted the resolution of that body in favour 
of his company's scheme! Mr. Vincent made an appeal for 
preferential reservation of Welsh water powers for Wales, 
and was very neatly answered by Mr. Jack to the effect that 
the local interest in it was belated. They had left the power 
unused down the centuries, and nothing adequate had been 
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done, nor could be done until a market was provided outside 
the Principality—there being almost none within it. 
Mr. Fennell, for the Northwich Electric Supply Co., pointed 
out the possible bad effect of the d. bulk rate as between the 
Aluminium Corporation and the Power Co. in hampering 


the latter in quoting its distributors for high load factor 


business, such as pumping, and this eventually led to an 
assurance that a special price would be arranged—between 
Mr. Jack and Mr. Jack—in such cases to secure the business. 
The contusion referred to above between the Power Co.’s 
proposals and the 1919 Act as to its dealings in the areas of 
authorised distributors then became acute. It was also brought 
out that on an average revenue of 14d. per unit the company 
could, under its Act, pay 20 per cent. dividend, plus a very 
large sum to make dividends equal that amount from the 
commencement. Mr. Fennell's last question, viz.: ‘* Has 
not the time arrived to shorten the inquiry by offering to 
supply a Joint Authority m bulk? ' was probably an expres- 
sion of the general feeling of those present. 

The Commissioners, through Sir Harry Haward, were very 
inquisitive as to the finances of the company, through Mr. 
Booth as to the proposed Parliamentary procedure, and 
through Sir John Snell as to the advisory committee. Grave 
doubts were expressed as to the prospects of such & Bill as 
that suggested. Sir John Snell foreshadowed a possible solu- 
tion of the difficulty on the lines of a Joint Authority formed 
to exercise political control—delegating these powers to a small 
committee to be represented on the company's board. Sir 
Philip Dawson then followed, and he shortly blessed the 
technical scheme, but his evidence was clearly sought on 
financial grounds, as already indicated. He gave very inter- 
esting life figures for the different classes of works, and 
these should be kept for future use by engineers in general. 
Mr. Page, for the Commissioners, obtained a useful opinion 
that the fewer protective devices there are, the greater the 
safety in the sense that substantial works were better than 
an excess of automatic cut-out devices. is 

Mr. Freeman, of Sir Douglas Fox & Partners, gave most 
interesting information as to the methods of obtaining storage, 
the rainfall, and civil engineering details in general, but they 
cannot be summarised. Mr. Paton, the company's electrical 
engineer, gave details as to the arrangement of the electrical 
plant—load factors, &c. The present load factor on the 
system is 25 per cent. on a 7-day, and 40 per cent. on a 5-day 
basis, and 60 per cent. during quarry working hours." They 
hoped to obtain 45 per cent. by adding the eastern industrial 
area, but did not state whether on a five or seven day 
basis. The transmission losses were allowed at 10 per cent., 
notwithstanding the great distances contemplated.. There 
were many further questions on the estimates of working 
costs, but nothing useful was added, though a great deal of 
time was absorbed before the case closed. 

The remarkable speech by Mr. Tyldesley Jones, for the 
railway companies, introduced a very doubtful point. He 
represented one-ninth of the rateable value of the area—1inuch 
of it, no doubt, at Crewe and Holyhead and along the London 
and North-Western lines—but it must be remembered that 
his rateable value was already represented heavily hy each 
local authority; and in the absence of any promise to become 
a very large consumer, it was clearly a case of double repre- 
sentation. He plumped for tbe North Wales Co.'s scheme, 
on both technical and administrative grounds, he objected 
to any risking of the rates—he objects to rates, just as most 
other people object to railway rates, as being alarmingly 
high—he disliked public control of an electricity undertaking. 
but was careful to state that this did not necessarily mean 
opposition to other municipal activities. He, in fact, said 
all that a railway company’s representative would be expected 
to say on the subject—but he said it very cleverly, and made 
a profound impression, such as can only be made by a K.C. 
of the first rank. On reflection, it may be said that a strong 
railway company needs no protection against a comparatively 
weak power company, and might even secure better terms 
from a company than from a Joint Authority representing 
consumers in general; but still that reflection may not occur 
to some who heard the speech. Mr. Jones was careful to 
state that he expressed no opinion on the company’s financial 
proposals—he left that responsibility to the Commissioners! 
Supposing the Commissioners follow Mr. Jones and approve 
of the scheme, but find they must reject the financial part of 
it, what remains but the formation of a Joint Authority? 

The rest of the sitting was occupied in special business, 
dealing with the case of Mrs. Owen, who, her representative, 
Mr. Kellow, stated, had commenced to construct a reservoir 
for a hydro-electric scheme of 1,200 kW near Barmouth, to 
supply that town and others, and had spent a considerable sum 
of money, before discovering that the North Wales Power 
Co. included this district in its Act. Mrs. Owen had been 
referred to this Inquiry by one whom Sir John Snell termed 
“a possibly over-cautious official of the Commissioners. Sir 
John could only refer Mrs. Owen back to the officials. We 
did hope the Commissioners would be the one Government 
body which would be free from what Charles Dickens de- 
scribed as '' cireumlocution "! However, Mrs. Owen has an 
assurance that her case will be considered, and that promptly. 

The business on Wednesday morning consisted of a state- 
ment made by Mr. Morris, counsel representing Carnarvon- 
shire, and by the principals representing the two schemes 
(Mr. Miller, K.C., for the company, and Mr. Dickson for the 


Chester Corporation) Each set out the advantages of his 
clients' scheme, and the glaring defects of that of their op- 
ponents. ‘lhe one scored as heavily on technical grounds as 
did the other on those of finance and organisation. 

And so the Inquiry ended, the firet which has been pushed 
to completion, having lasted eight days. Ihe unfailing cour- 
tesy of the Commissioners, their expert knowledge of all 
branches of the subject, the tactful manner in which Sir 
John Snell intervened to bring out important information or 
to prevent irrelevant matter being introduced, leaving no 
sting behind, were acknowledged by all. It is with no little 
pride that we can record the success of the Electricity Com- 
missioners as a tribunal during the hearing of evidence. 

And now for the result. The wisdom of a Solomon, in 
fact of Solomons to the nth power, will be possessed by the 
Commissioners if they can straighten out the tangle and devise 
an acceptable compromise ! 

The transcript of the shorthand notes, wonderfully supplied 
by Messrs. Lee & Nightingale, of Liverpool, each morning, 
covered the previous day's proceedings, and was marvellously 
accurate. These notes total about 650 foolscap pages, and if 
supplied with an index, will be most useful and interesting 
reading. It is to be hoped that a copy will be supplied to the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers’ Library. , l 


(Concluded from p. 210.) 


Monday, February 21st, was wholly taken up with the 
cross-examination of Mr. Jack. 

Mr. J. H. DICKSON questioned Mr. Jack at some length as 
to the heads of the agreement which it was proposed should 
be entered into between the North Wales Power Co. and the 
Aluminium Corporation for the regulation of the supply of 
power by the latter to the former company. 

Mr. MiLLER, K.C., for the Power Co., handed in a copy 
of the heads of the agreement. It was intended that the 
agreement should continue as long as the Power Co. was 
the authorised undertaker for the district, and that the 
Aluminium Corporation should up to the limit of its 10,000 
kW capacity supply energy to the Power Co. at 3d. per unit, 
provided the load factor was not less than 45 per cent. ‘Lhis, 
Mr. Jack said, was the load factor which was anticipated. 
The price stated was subject to a clause as to wages, but that 
was in conformity with the agreements the Power Co. had 
with its customers. 

Mr. JACK said the promoters would be quite prepared to 
seek the advice of the Commissioners as to what the load 
factor should be in fairness between the two companies. The 
intention of the agreement was to place at the disposal of 
the Power Co. the whole of the energy that could be gene- 
rated at Dolgarrog, and when the customers of the Power 
Co. required it, the manufacture of aluminium at the Dolgar- 
rog works would be suspended. The agreement would not 
be made if the district was not extended. | 

Answering Sir J. SNELL, Mr. Jack said he would. be pre- 
pared to give such rcasonable and proper guarantees to main- 
tain the position as between the two companies as the Com- 
inissioners might think fit to impose. 

A series of questions followed relating to the capital and 
liabilities of the two companies. To one question as to what 
proportion of the total capital shown on the balance sheet 
of the Corporation represented watér rights, and what pro- 
portion represented the works carried out, Mr. Jack objected 
on the ground that it was an attack upon the Aluminium Cor- 
poration. After consideration the Commissioners upheld Mr. 
Jack in his objection. 

Mr. JACK said he was prepared to produce to the Commis- 
sioners anything and everything connected with his private 
figures, as well as the figures which he was willing to give 
to Mr. Dickson. 

One of the items grouped together among the assets of the 
Power Co. was stated to be railways.“ Mr. Dickson asked 
what railways the company had. Mr. Jack said the Croesor 
railway was completed and in operation. | 

Mr. Dickson: What kind of traction is being used? : 

Mr. Jack: One horse. It goes up and down once a day 
if the horse does not get lame. When the water in the two 
lakes was obtained, long before his time, it was proposed 
that the company should use some of the water to run the 
railway by electricity. AM "e du un 

Interrogating Mr. Jack with reference to the financial 
clauses of the scheme, Mr. Dickson pointed to a clause in 
the Power Co.'s scheme which would give the company autho- 
rity to assess upon the present users of energy supplied upon 
pre-war contracts a pro rata increase, equal to the increased 
cost of production, such increase to be decided, failing agree- 
ment, by the Commissioners. | 

Mr. TvLpESLEY JONES, for the railway companies, suggested 
that this was a new power in excess of anything contained 
in the Courts (Emergency Powers) Acts. 

Mr. Jack said the Power Co. had been fairly met by ite 
consumers, and the clause referred to could be omitted from 
the scheme. | 

As to the proposed advisory committee," the witness was 
cross-examined on the basis of representation. He would 
give one representative, he said, to each distribution area, 
irrespective of its population and rateable value. Its resolu- 
tions, he thought, would in nine cases out of ten be acted 
upon by the company, and in the exceptional case the com- 


mittee would go to the Commissioners. Whether the Power 
Co. acted on the advice or not depended upon the goodwill 
existing between the company and the committee. It would 
sit between the Commissioners and the company, and would 
give advice no doubt to both. He did not think a Joint 
Fdectricity Authority was needed for the district. Ihe ad- 


visory committee would have no power as to prices charged . 


to consumers, or as to the profit to be distributed to the 
shareholders of the company. 


It was intended that local authorities and other consumers' 


taking electricity should advance capital to the Power Co. 
for the construction of extensions of the transmission lines 
required for the delivery cf that electricity, and the security 
for the capital advanced would be the poles and wires so 
erected. Ihe form of security would be a mortgage upon 
those poles and wires, which would not, of course, be of 
much value for their purpose if the power at the other end 
ceased to flow into them, but he did not agree that they 
formed no security for the lender. 

With regard to the question of rates and taxes, the chair- 
man said the Commissioners were not satisfied with the 
allowance for these costs in either scheme. 

Mr. Jack stated that depreciation was adequately provided 
for in the 10 per cent. added to the estimates for contin- 
gencies. The power transmission lines had to be maintained 
in good condition out of revenue. 

Mr. TynpeEsLEY Jones, K.C., for the railway companies, sub- 
mitted that the clause in the scheme providing for the 
assessment of any deticiency in revenue in any year upon 
users of energy was illegal, impracticable, and uncommercial. 

Mr. Jack said he would gladly drop the clause if he could, 
but for the moment could not see his way. He admitted that 
Holvhead was likely to be a large consumer owing to the 
extensive railway and harbour works there, but he preferred 
in the first instance to cater for the eastern industrial area, 
and the scheme did not provide for extension of the transmis- 
sion line to Holyhead until four years hence. The railway 
company, if they wished, could construct a line at once, and 
the Power Co. would pay interest on the outlay. 

Mr. ARTHUR WELLS, managing director of the City General 
Trust Co., gave evidence on the Power Co.'s proposals for 


financing their further constructive works, which generally: 


he approved. Cross-examined by Mr. TYLDESLEY JONES, wit- 
ness said he did not attach much importance to the suggested 
deficiency clause. 

Sir Harry Hawakp pointed out that, as proposed, the 
ordinary share capital of the Power Co. would be no more 
than 9 per cent. of the total capital of the undertaking. This 
was a very low proportion. Parliament, as a special conces- 
sion in the Public Utility (Capital Issues) Act last year, 
allowed capital to be increased by borrowing not exceeding 
50 per cent. of the share capital. 

Mr. WELLS thought that under the existing conditions it 
would be impossible to finance the enterprise otherwise than 
by bonds at a fixed interest. 

On Tuesday, February 22nd, Mr. MILLER announced that 
the Power Co. had decided to withdraw the deficiency clause 
in the scheme. Referring to the clauses in the Electricity 
Act as to certain duties which should be imposed upon a 
Joint Electricity Authority, he said the Power Co. was pre- 
pared to take over such duties, and if necessary to obtain 
powers in the proposed amending Bill. 

The CHAIRMAN said the object of tbe Commissioners would 
be to endeavour to get the local authorities and the company 
to work together harmoa1iously, whatever the decision on the 
scheme might be. : 

Mr. H. C. ViNCENT then resumed his cross-examination of 
. Mr. Jack, who said that Mr. Kenneth Clark, who had taken 
up the shares in the Power Co., was the managing director 
of Messrs. J. & P. Coats, Ltd. It was proposed to give 
him second debentures in the Aluminium Corporation in 
respect of the amount advanced. Mr. Clark put the money 
up to enable the Cowlyd dam to be completed, which made 
the scheme possible, and it was reasonable that the money 
should be returned to him. The interest paid to Mr. Clark 
was 10 per cent. l 

Mr. Vincent: Should not Wales have the first call on her 
own resources? and would it not be better for a clause to 
that effect to be put into the scheme? 

Mr. Jack: If you continue that parochial attitude you will 
never have those powers developed. 

In answer to Mr. H. J. Owen (Merioneth C.C.), Mr. Jack 
said he had an offer of the water power in their district, and 
if. he did not buy it objection would be raised to his scheme. 

Mr. HUdH Parry (Conway Corporation) said his was a 
small local authority; it was hoping to get & bulk supply 
through this scheme. Small local authorities were concerned 
as to the price they would be charged for a bulk supply at 
their boundary. What was the minimum quantity to come 
in at the low rate? | 

Mr. Jack: No rules have been established, but the price 
will be lid. to 9d. per unit according to the demand. The 
price in no place would be more than 9d. 

Mr. Parry said the higher price would have a tendency to 
discourage small local authorities from committing themselves 
to take the supply in their areas. 

Mr. JACK was examined by the Commissioners as to the 
financial aspect of his scheme, and said he did not expect any 
financial assistance from county councils, although a proviso 
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had been put in to that effect, owing to an agreement having 
been come to with the Colwyn ay Council. which was 
prepared to advance the money (provided it could get the 
necessary sanction) in order to get the transmission line 
sooner than he would be able to provide it, and he was 
prepared tor other authorities to do the same. ‘The develop- 
ment of water power meant the locking up of a large amount 
of capital, and the development must be left to private enter- 
prise as public authorities could not bear the expense to do 
it on a large and comprehensive scale. Ihe effect of drought 
depended entirely on the storage capacity, and all considera- 
tion was given to that point before the scheme was brought 
forward. He agreed that public control was desirable, but 
not to interfere with the work of generating the power. 

The CHAIRMAN: The Commissioners have not come to any 
conclusion on the matter, but if some machinery were de- 
vised which would set up a form of public control after 
consultation with all the parties interested, would you be 
prepared to go into it heart and soul? 

Mr. Jack: Yes.- | 

The CHalRMAN: It will be necessary for you to go to Par- 
liament for another Bill? _ 

Mr. Jack: I am afraid so, and no doubt there would be 
opposition to it. l 

he CHAIRMAN: If the report of the Commissioners is in 
your favour, we may rely on your cordial co-operation to 
devise the best possible method for your district? 

Mr. Jack: Certainly, I am not wedded to any method. 

The CHAIRMAN then thanked Mr. Jack for the work he had 
done with regard to the scheme, and noted his desire to co- 
operate with the local bodies, which was greatly appreciated. 

The CHAIRMAN, on the previous evening, had stated that 
it would save the time of the Commissioners if counsel 
representing local bodies which intended to make any general 
observations would hand them in, and at this stage several 
handed in written statements. i 
Sir PHILLIP Dawson, M.Inst.C.E., a member of the firm 
of Kincaid, Waller, Manville & Dawson, was called, and said 
he considered the figures given as to the revenue and expendi- 
ture of tne Power Co. were reasonable, and there shouid be 
no difficulty in securing the capital. He did not think it 
necessary to provide a sinking tund for the dams, as there 
were in existence dams that went back to the Roman days. 
The average life of transmission lines was 40 years, ana half 
of 1 per cent. was an ample provision for their renewal. With 
regard to raising the capital by bonds, this was a common 
procedure in other countries; his firm was engaged on a 
large undertaking in South Europe amounting to £10,000,000 
for the erection of a hydro-electric station, and the money 
was being raised by bonds with the exception of a small 
percentage of capital which did not represent any cash. With 
regard to safeguards, he had recently been visiting a line in 
Germany 80 miles long, which ran through Berlin with bare 
phuc and it had been operating since 1915 without a break- 
own. 

Mr. RALPH FREEMAN, a partner in the firm of Sir Douglas 
Fox & Partners, was then called, and said he had been 
engaged on the work at Dolgarrog and Cwm Dyli for the 
past six years, and the proposed scheme was based on reports 
from his fimr. He gave details of the annual rainfall on Dol- 
garrog catchment area which averaged 34 inches; the rainfall 
on some days averaged five inches. At Cwm Dyli the rainfall 
averaged 80 per cent. higher. The witness then, by a dia- 
gram, explained to the Commissioners the Cowlyd rainfall 
and storage for the past 13 years. 

Mr. G. K. Paton, M. I. E. E., chief electrical engineer of 
the North Wales Power Co. and the Aluminium Corporation, 
was the next witness, and stated that a new Installation Which 
would be running in a week or so, of 1.500 kW, had cost 
£9 178. 10d. per kW on actual prices paid to-day, so the 
price set down for new plant at $10 was a reasonable sum. 
At Maentwrog the cost had been set down at £5 per kW. 
but they were proposing to put in bigger sets. 

Cross-examined by Mr. 'TYLDESLEY JONES, the witness said 
he agreed that the cost of production was cheaper at Dolgarrog 
that at Maentwrog. | 

Mr. TvrbpEsLEY Jones: Then why not use all your available 
surplus from Dolgarrog? 

Mr. Paton: We will if there is any. 

The CHAIRMAN: That is an important point. ` 

After legal argument between Mr. Miller and Mr. Jones on 
the figures given, Mr. MiLLER said that they would see that 
the surplus from Dolgarrog would be fully utilised. 

The CHAIRMAN: We shall be obliged to ask for more details 
as to figures supplied for the erection of transinission lines, 
such as wages, rating, and upkeep; these are very material. 

Mr. MiLLER said that was his case. 

Mr. TYLDESLEY JONES, speaking for the Railway Companies 
(but not for the Cambrian Railway), corrected an error he had 
made at the outset; the rateable value of the railways in the 
area was half a million, and not a million as stated. The rail- 
ways on the North Wales coast had very heavy traffic in the 
summer time, carrying people from the Midlands to the sea- 
side, and they were interested in any scheme of electrification 
which it was possible to carry out. The railways could not 
give their adherence to the Chester scheme; he contended 
that the estimates of the scheme had been shaken, and he 
was of opinion that public money ought not to be expended 
on it. Regarding the North Wales Power Co., the position 
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needed careful scrutiny by the Commissioners, and he hoped 
that the consumers would be protected in every way possible 
by means of an Advisory Committee or public control. It 
had been suggested that the principle of the Act of 1919 was 
public control, but he questioned that. He asked the Com- 
missioners not to bring in any public money to the North 
Wales scheme. Public control meant the dragging in of 
public money, and he asked them not to allow the Power 
Co. to be in a position to reimburse deficits by public money. 
Their objection to the Chester scheme was not against muni- 
cipal enterprise. They supported the North Wales Power 
scheme because they thought they would be benefited by the 
cheap supply they would be able to get at certain points. He 
was not prepared to express any opinion on the financial part 
of the scheme. 

Mr. M. KELLow appeared on behalf of Mrs. M. A. Owen, 
Aber Artro Hydro Electric Lighting and Power Works, Llan- 
bedr, Merioneth, and asked for the area Barmouth to Har- 
lech, on which money had already been expended, to be 
excluded from the North Wales Power Co.'s district, and a 
special Order to be granted to Mrs. Owen. Resolutions were 
put in from the Barmouth U.D.C., Harlech, and two other 
authorities in support of the scheme. 

The CHAIRMAN said Mr. Kellow had better make an appli- 
cation for a special Order to the Commissioners; whether he 
would get it was another matter. 


The proceedings were brought to a close on Wednesday 
noon. 

At the commencement of the day's proceedings Mr. T. E. 
Morris, on behalf of the Carnarvonshire C.C., said he was 
instructed to support the North Wales Power Co. and oppose 
the Chester scheme because of the burden that would be 
placed upon the rates, which were already high enough. The 
joint authority proposed by Chester would be unwieldy, and 
the control would practically fall into the hands of a few 
officials. He called the attention of the Commissioners to the 
statement in the report of the Electric Power Supply Com- 
mittee to the effect that in every case the authority should be 
as small in size as possible. The management of the Power 
Co. was in the hands of a small body of experts. The County 
Council had passed a resolution in favour of the setting-up 
of an Advisory Committee, which might consist of the chair- 
men of the electricity distributing authorities. If a joint 
authority were set up, the eastern zone, owing to its greater 
population and rateable value, would inevitably swamp the 
western zone. Having regard to the fact that the Power Co. 
was now supplying electricity, whereas at Chester nothing 
had been done, he thought the Power Co.'s scheme should 
be adopted. ; 

Written statements were handed in by various represen- 
tatives. 

Mr. MILLER submitted that after hearing the evidence on 
both schemes, the Commissioners could only come to one con- 
clusion—that the Chester scheme was dead. It had been 
proved tbat the figures were all wrong, and the cost of pro- 
duction had been greatly understated. He then dealt with 
the criticisms levelled at the North Wales Power Co.'s scheme 
from a financial point of view, which he contended was the 
only real criticism that had been offered. 

Sir Harry HawaRD: I agree that the financial position has 
greatly improved, but what did Mr. Jack mean in his evidence 
by ''assured revenue ’’? : 

Mr. MiLLER: By that he means that if the company gets 
an assured market for the energy it can supply, it has the 
water power, it can develop it, and it can give the energy in 
ample | pode 

Mr. MILLER, continuing his statement, said the company 
had promises of large contracts; an agreement had been 
reached with Colwyn Bay, and negotiations were roceeding 
with Llandudno. Not one penny was needed for the scheme 
from public bodies; there would be no call on the rates, and 
there was no possible liabilitv on the areas. Mr. Tyldesley 
Jones came to the inquiry as an opponent, and as a result of 
the inquiry he stated that as a potential consumer the rallway 
companies would support the scheme. Mr. Vincent, the com- 
pany’s largest customer, had also gone away satisfied, and 
most of the public authorities were in favour of the scheme. 

Mr. TAYLOR pointed out that Mr. Tyldesley Jones did not 
state that he was in favour of the Power Co.'s scheme from 
a financial point of view, but from an engineering point of 
view. 

Proceeding, Mr. MILLER said the company was prepared to 
give a cheap supply of energy without a penny of public 
money being utilised, but if the public had a right of control, 
then the company would have a right to demand public finan- 
cial support. 

Sir Harry Hawarv: But if a company is given 8 monopoly, 
some equivalent to public control should be given, if no assist- 
ance 18 given out of public funds? 

Mr. MILLER: The company is prepared to meet it at its own 
expense Mr. Jack appreciated that the scheme was for a 
public service, and was prepared to accept a form of public 
supervision. 

The CHAIRMAN : Some clause should be inserted so that in 
the event of the company being unable to carry out its obliga- 
tions, public authorities could carrv out the work. 

The Town Clerk of Chester, in his reply with regard to the 
Chester scheme, contended that the cross-examination of Mr. 
Britton had not shaken the latter's evidence in any material 


respect, on the financial side of the scheme. The Commis- 
sioners had ample powers to secure the land on the banks of 
the Dee for the erection of the proposed low-fall power 
stations. He then went on to criticise the Power Co.'s finan- 
cial position, and said that if it were granted an Order and 
proceeded to Parliament for a Bill, the severest opposition 
would be set up by public authorities, and the scheme would 


be delayed for two years. 


After Mr. Miller had briefly replied to the pointe made, the 
inquiry closed. 


MERSEY AND WEST LANCASHIRE INQUIRY. 


Objections to the scheme for a Joint Electricity Authority 
for the Mersey and West Lancashire District were considered 
on Tuesday last, when the Electricity Commissioners resumed 
their inquiry at the Liverpool Town Hall. The earlier pro- 
ceedings were reported in our issues of February 4th and II th. 

At the outset, Mr. Honoratus LLovp, K.C., who appeared 
for the authorities supporting the scheme, intimated that he 
had received a letter from the Town Clerk of Warrington en- 
closing a resolution to the effect that the time was inopportune 
for schemes involving great capital expenditure, and request- 
ing the Commissioners not to proceed with the constitution 
of the Joint Authority. A resolution of the St. Helens Town 
Council was also read, stating that having regard to the 
evidence given by the Liverpool electrical engineer and the 
attitude adopted by Birkenhead, Wallasey, Bootle, Warring- 
ton and Southport it could not give further support to the 
present scheme. It considered the preparation of a scheme 
for another area advisable. 

The CHAIRMAN asked the representatives of the two Councils 
to give an explanation of the reasons for the withdrawal, but 
both considered the time inopportune, and promised a state- 
ment later. 

At the conclusion of the day's proceedings the Commis- 
sioners asked the representatives of Warrington and St. 
Helens to meet them in their private room. The counsel for 
the schemes which were under consideration were also invited 
to meet the Commissioners. 

The proceedings were mainly occupied by the opposition 
of the Mersey Power Co. to inclusion in the Joint Authority. 
Mr. G. W. Malcolm, managing director of the company, gave 
an account of the utility of the company's electricity services, 
and although very guarded in his replies and obviously reluc- 
tant to disclose certain information, promised to convey certain 
particulars to the Commissioners privately. He declared him- 
self very emphatically against the Joint Authority, describing 
it as communal control. 

Mr. JAMES NELSON, the company's electrical engineer, then 
gave evidence, and was about to be cross-examined—and Mr. 
Honoratus Lloyd, K.C., said he had a lot of questions to ask 
witness—when the inquiry was adjourned until 10 a.m. on 
Wednesday morning. 
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THE INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEERS. 


ANNUAL DINNER. 

On Thursday, March 3rd, the annual dinner and reunion of 
the Institution was held at the Hotel Cecil: the attendance 
created a new record, there being 440 present, compared with 
380 last year—which was also a record number. Mr. LI. B. 
Atkinson, the president, occupied the chair, and the guests 
included Profs. C. S. Sherrington. F.R.S. (president, Royal 
Society), and Sir W. H. Bragg, K.B.E., F.R.S. (president, 
Physical Society), Sir John Bland-Sutton. F.R.O.S. (president. 
Royal Society of Medicine), Sir W. J. Pope, K.B.E., F.B.S. 
(president, Societv of Chemical Industry). Mr. A. W. Berres- 
ford (president, American Institute of Electrica] Engineers). 
Lieut.-Col. Sir F. Younghusband, K. C. S. I. (president. Royal 
Geographical Society). Sir John Snell, Sir Harry Ha ward, 
Mr. W. W. Lackie. C.B.E.. Mr. A. Page. and Mr. I Booth, 
O.B.E. (Electricity Commissioners). Prof. Sir J. E. Petavel. 
K.B.E., F.R.S. (director, National Physica] Lahoratorv), Mr. 
W. O. Smith (chairman, B.E.A.M.A.). Sir Frank Heath, 
K.C.B. (secretarv, Department of Scientific and Industrial Re- 
search), Sir W. Noble (engineer-in-chief. G.P.O.). Capt. H. R. 
Sankey, C.B.. C. B. E. (president. Institution of Mechanical 
Engineers), Major H. Richardson, O.B.E.. M.C. (president. 
I. M. E. A.). Dr. R. Knox (president. Röntgen Society). Dr. 
S. G. Scott (president. Electro-theranentie Section of the 
Royal Societv of Medicine). Prof. A. W. Porter (president, 
Faradav Societv), Mr. E. C. Wanshrough (chairman. C.M.A.), 
Mr. Hugo Hirst (president. E. D. A.), and many other dis- 
tinguished men. whilst past and present members of Council, 
including Col. R. E. Cromnton. Dr. S. Z. de Ferranti. Mr. 
C. H. Wordingham, C.B.E.. Mr. A. A. Camnhell Swinton, 
F.R.S.. Dr. W. N. Fecles. Sir James Devonshire R. B. E.. 
Mr. J. S. Highfield, Mr. R. T. Smith. and Mr. C. P. Sparks. 
Mr. A. Carpmael (hon. solicitor), and Mr. P. F. Rowell 
(secretarv) were present. ; 

After the loyal toasts, the president read telegrams of 
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greeting from the Italian Electrotechnical Society and the 
American Institute of Electrical Engineers, and dispatched REVIEWS. 
replies. Prof. Sir W. H. BRA then proposed The Institu- l "TE . . 
tion of Electrical Engineers," expressing the pleasure that Industrial Electric Vehicles and Trucks. By W. WoRBY 


any physicist must feel in wishing success to an institution 
whose aims were so closely akin to his own. In the early 
days the physicists had shared in the development of electrical 
sclence, and now again they were in close co-operation with 
electrical engineers in dealing with atomic and electronic 
magnitudes. The Institution embodied very high ideals—it 
taught everyone who belonged to it to be an efficient servant 
of his country, and that success depended not on what one 
received, but on what one had to give. An institution like 
an individual must seek to render service; the Institution had 
fulfilled that great ideal; moreover, it had found a great 
president, a man in whom they were all honoured. 

In his Teply. the PRESIDENT pointed out that Sir William 
Bragg was no stranger to the Institution; his recent Kelvin 
lecture on the electron and the atom was one of the most 
profound yet simple addresses they had ever been priyleged 
to hear. e roll of the Institution now Pe og over 
9.400; besides the public work in which it was engaged, there 
were 14 committees meeting frequently and carrying on de- 
partmental work; the Institution was also represented on 40 
external bodies, and in January and February 47 meetings 
and discussions were held in London and the Provinces. All 
this voluntary and co-operative activity must have its effect 
on the scientific and industrial work with which they were 
associated, in advancing the interests of the industry, and 
in engendering good fellowship. The frank confidence that 
existed between the members and the Council was recently 
exemplified when new proposals were laid before the members. 
He wished he could speak in the same vein of the industry 
of the country; a great change had come over it since the 
armistice. An immense accumulation of purchasing power. 
augmented by credits advanced by the banks, was then set 
free, and an orgy of spending set in, with the result that 
the purchasing power soon left this country, credits were 
locked up, taxation reached an unexampled intensity. deposits 
were exhausted, and the banks began to call in credits. The 
nation had been spending more than its total income, and 
more than its total production, and it was brought up with 
a round turn. Most of the people were insisting on living on 
a higher scale than before the war. or alternatively on receiv- 
ing money which they had not earned. The electrical in- 
dustry lived on new construction, not on the replacement 
of past construction. Before the war the country saved 300 
millions a year—now he doubted whéther it saved 100 mil- 
lions; it needed 20 millions a year put into new electrical 
construction—where was the money to come from? The only 
possible source was America; much American money was 
being spent here now, in the belief that the exchange would 
improve, and that might pull us through. The reorganisa- 
tion of the electrical industry contemplated during the war, 
and embodied in an Act in 1919, amounted to a quasi-nationali- 
sation; the Institution held that it would be sufficient to 
appoint Commissioners and let the existing organisations 
work out their own expansion. The Commissioners had been 
at work for nearly a year, and had been considering proposed 
schemes, but these had proved disappointing; they would 
not carry conviction to the minds of engineers or financiers, 
and it was further disappointing to find that the old struggle 
between companies and municipalities had begun again. He 
sounded a note of warning : the public had made up its mind 
to have a large and efficient electrical distribution; under 
the Commissioners the electrical engineers had the opportunity 
of doing the work themselves—but if they did not succeed, 
the public would come in and do it, and the public would 
then have the support of the manufacturing and employés’ 
interests, as the only way to get a move on. A campaign had 
already begun in the financial and other papers, belittling 
the work of the Commissioners; the Institution did not sup- 
port that campaign—the Commissioners knew their business, 
and there was no fear that they would lack ability—but he 
feared the inefficiency of the schemes put before them. "The 
members must face these difficulties and use their individual 
influence to overcome them. 

Mr. A. A. CAMPBELL SWINTON proposed “ Our Guests.” 
remarking that there were no politicians among them this 
vear, but that was not a matter to worry over; electrical 
engineers thought more of people who did things than of 
people who only talked about doing them. 

Sir FRANK HEATH, in responding, said that the impression 
that he had formed of the Institution of Electrical Engineers 
was that it had a capacity for long-sighted statesinanship 
equalled by no other society. Mr. Wordingham’'s scheme for a 
National Proving House would sooner or later be realised. 
Among the 26 Research Associations which had. come into 
existence, not one had provided for the representation of the 
scientific man to the same extent as the Electrical Research 
Association. 

Sir JoHN BraND-.SuTTON also responded, referring to the 
conspicuous services which electrical science had rendered to 
his profession, and reviewing the wonderful progress made 
during a lifetime. 

The company then adjourned to the reception room, where 
old friendships were renewed and new ones begun, and con- 
3 was kept up till a late hour. During the evening 

rogramme of music was performed by the Imperial 
Ore estra, and the arrangements were all very satisfactory. 


BEAUMONT, M. Inst. C. E., &e. Pp. xii 183; 189 figs. 
London: Charles Griffin & Co., Ltd. Price 158. net. 


In view of the rapidly increasing importance of the indus- 
trial electric vehicle, both indoor and outdoor, this book comes 
at an opportune moment. The author has for many years 
been an authority on automobilism, and though he has latterly 
appeared to chainpion the cause of the petrol-driven type 
of vehicle, his heart has been in the right place all the time, 
for, as he points out, as long ago as 1902 he wrote: Given 
the electricity supply. nothing would be better than the elec- 
tric motor for the propulsion of vehicles." That supply is 
now available, the electrical method of propulsion. with 
secondary batteries has been proved to be " a practical com- 
mercial proposition, and experience has shown, he says, that 
in many fields the electric vehicle may be more convenient and 
profitable than any other type. We heartily agree; but much 
still remains to be done in providing charging stations and 
garage accommodation, before the electric will be able to 
achieve the position to which it is justly entitled. 

In the work before us the author first sets forth particulars 
regarding the construction and operation of the various in- 
dustrial vehicles that are on the market in this country, with 
numerous illustrations of vans and wagons, lorries, chassis, 
driving gear, controllers, and other components. A chapter 
follows on industrial trucks, of which he speaks in terms of 
highest commendation; we need not say industrial electric 
trucks," because there are no other automobile trucks fit to 
be used inside factories and workshops, in railway stations, 
works’ yards, &c. In this sphere electricity is supreme, not 
only because unique, but also because so singularly well 
adapted to the purpose. Next the author deals with the com- 
ponents—the motor, which he regards as ''a beautifully 
adapted electromechanical instrument °; the batteries, of 
which the field of choice is very limited; and the controllers, 
after which he turns to battery-charying equipments, motor- 
generators, and plugs and sockets. The concluding chapters 
give costs of working, as published by various municipal and 
private users, and some notes on rubber tires. 

It will be seen that the book is alinost wholly descriptive; 
criticism is practically absent, and the author—or should we 
say compiler?—has modestly refrained from expressing his 
own opinions, except on certain subjects, such as the power 
required for traction, and the choice of tires, in connection 
with which he has carried out tests. For the bulk of the 
information contained in the book the manufacturers, the 
Electric Vehicle Committee, and similar sources are obviously 
responsible. This is not to say, however, that the book lacks 
utility; far from it. Here will be found abundance of facts 
and figures, from which the reader may draw his own con- 
clusions, and in justice to the author, it should be said that 
he claims no more for it. The illustrations are generally 
good, and the text is well printed on good paper. We have 
found few misprints, though we may say that the illustration 
of the Tirrill regulator on p. 131 is upside down, and the title 
of The Electric Vehicle is mis-spelt in a few places. In the 
next edition some space should be given to the mercury arc 
rectifier, which is only named once in this volume, we believe. 
We know of no other work covering the field dealt with in 
this book, which therefore is sure to be widely read. 


— o ————— Z —— À 


Problems in Physical Chemistry, with Practical. Applications. 
By EpMvND B. R. Pripeaux, M.A., D.Sc., F. I. C. Second 
edition, Revised. Pp. xii-294.— London: Constable & 
Co. 1920. Price 18s. net. 


The only way to obtain a real working grasp of any branch 
of physical science or engineering is to reduce it ultimately 
to arithmetic. The application of physical chemistry to the 
solution of industrial problems is of recent date, and it is 
gratifying to welcome a second edition of this useful book— 
the first edition appeared in 1912—for it shows that physical 
chemistry is coming to its own. The problems stated include 
thermochemical reactions, the properties of one and two com- 
ponent systems, reactions in gases and in solutions, electro- 
chemical reactions, and the kinetics of molecular and radio- 
active changes. Some of the examples chosen are highly sug- 
gestive of the increasing part physical chemistry is destined 
to play in industry. It seems likely that soon no engineer who 
has to deal with power production will be regarded as being 
completely equipped if he has not some knowledge of the 
fundamentals of this science. 


— 


A Large E. H. P. Insulator Order. — The Electrical World 
says that an order for 45 000 unita of suspension - tvpe insulators 
has been received by the Locke Insvlator Manufacturing Co., 
Victor. N.Y., from the Southern California Edison Co., Los 
Angeles. They will be used on an experimental section of trans- 
mission line approximately 20 miles in length for operation at 
220,000 volts. The Soutbern California Edison Oo. is at present 
opersting at 150,000 volts with nine suspension insulator units per 
string. 
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NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS, 


AND PLANT, 
Readers are invited to submit particulars of new or improved 
devices and apparatus, which will be published if considered of 
sufficient interest, 


An Inclinable Power Press. 


REGENT SHEARS, LTD., of Wakefield, have sent us particualrs 
of an improved type of inclinable power press for the produc- 
tion of all classes of sheet metal stampings, and particularly 
electrical stampings, which they have recently put on the 
market. The machine is illustrated in fig. 1, and it will be 
seen that the beam has slides of broad and long proportions 
ensuring the utmost rigidity during operation. The coupling 
is very robust, and a new type of tilting gear has been em- 
bodied in the design. Among the special features are the 
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Fic. 1.—An INCIIN ABLE POWER PRESS. 
" Regent” patent safety clutch motion and automatic 


mechanical brake. The clutch is foot-operated, depression of 
a lever allowing one stroke by releasing a key to engage with 
the flywheel. The withdrawal of a pin enables the press to 
operate continuously while the foot lever is depressed. The 
brake has been designed with a view to reducing the power 
required for driving the machine during periods when the 
braking action is not necessary. By its means brake friction 
is reduced to a minimum, giving reduced power consumption. 


A Suspended Rivet Heater. 


A very useful form of electric rivet heater has been placed 
on the market by the A.I. MaNuracrURING Co., Industry 
Works, Sunbridge Road, Bradford. The apparatus is made 
suitable for suspension from an overhead runway or crane 
hook, which gives great portability in cases where work is 
distributed throughout the length of a shop or factory. The 
transformer is fixed to a counter-balanced bar suspended by 
its centre from a hook. Its primary is generally wound for 
a.c., 50 cycles, 230 V, and it is provided with a change- 
over plug switch giving five different degrees of heat. e 
connections to the electrodes are of ampie length and insulated 
from one another. The electrodes consist of 14 in. diameter 
solid hard-drawn copper fitted into round grip sockets and 
provided with hard wood handles. 

In operation the heater is brought up to the work, and 
the rivet is placed in position to complete the circuit. When 
the rivet has reached the proper state the electrodes are 
opened, and the machine, controlled by the balance weight, 
is brought into position for the next '' heat.” 

As regards the performance of the machine, it is said that 
500 3/16 in. diameter mild steel rivets can be heated per 
hour, or 180 4 in. diameter rivets in the same time. 

All parts of the apparatus are well protected, and it is 
claimed to be practically '' fool-proof."' 


The Blackman Stream-line Fan. 


The endeavour to secure an improvement in the efficiency 
of propeller fan blades by making them with a section approxi- 
mating the most efficient stream line, has resulted in the 


production of.a fan giving, it is claimed, 30 per cent. higher 
mechanical efficiency than the next best of its class, by the 
BLACKMAN Export Co., Lrp., 374, Euston Road, N.W.1. The 
new fan is illustrated in fig. 2. Each of its six blades is 
hollow, both sides being convex with central internal stays 
for. holding: them to the boss of the wheel. There are no 
projections, the whole blade offering the minimum resistance 


Fig. 2.— THE BLACKMAN STREAM-LINE FAN. 


to the air flow. The fan is reversible, and can be run in 
either direction with equal results. The blades are separately 
renewable without dismantling or even dismounting the whole 
fan. This offers great facility for shipping, as the blades can 
be packed in a very small space. 


The“ Powerlight " Set. 


A very compact small lighting and power set is made by 
the HAMWORTHY ENGINEERING Co., L1tp.,- 76, Victoria Street, 
S. W. 1. This is known as the Powerlight'' set, and is 
illustrated in fig. 3. As will be seen from the illustration, 
the dynamo is mounted above the engine, leaving the latter 
free to perform other duties if required. The engine can be 
run on petrol or paraffin, and develops 24, 33. or 6:b.h.p. accord- 
ing to size. The dynamo is of the open protected type, shunt 
wound, and fitted with- ball bearings. "The drive 1s effected 
by a leather link belt which is very flexible. "The switch- 


Fic. 3.—TnHEÉ ‘‘ POWERLIGHT " SET. 


board, consists of. an aluminium panel upon which are 
mounted the control switch, an ampere-hour meter, two 
switch fuses, and an engine stop button. The set can 
be started by bringing the control switch into the 
starting position, and then to the ''on " position, where it 
will remain until the battery is fully charged, when it auto- 
matically cuts the battery out. The battery. consists of 14 
cells with a capacity of 60 Ah when discharged at a 10-hour 
rate at 1.85 volts per cell. Tt is complete with all accessories. 


— — ͤ—..—.;—:v.. AD DE —ͤ— mi.... EE Ed 


Vol 88. No. 2,259, Maron 11, 1931] THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


331 


——— .... ᷑ ——.—.—.. . —— a Á TEE TTT EOD 


TEMPERATURE LIMITS OF LARGE 
ALTERNATORS. 


DISCUSSION AT NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 

AT a meeting of the members of the NORTH-EASTERN CENTRE 
of the Institution or ELECTRICAL. EwüGiNEERS, held at New- 
castle-on-Tyne, on February 14th, Mr. G. A. Juhlin's paper 
on Temperature Limits of Large Alternators,” which was 
abstracted in our issues of February 4th and llth, was read 
and discussed. 

Mr. E. Fawssett, who opened the discussion, said that both 
manufacturer and user had much to gain by adopting methods 
of ascertaining temperature which would tell them what was 
taking place. The author stated that the sources of heat 
were well known, but heat was found in quite unusual places, 
such as were only discovered by actual practice, and he felt 
that i& was that sort of fact which would account for the 
conservative limits of heating usually laid down, and although 


1t was quite realised that insulation would stand those hot 
spots, yet 1t was necessury to allow a margin to cover any 
unexpected temperatures that might be experienced. As to 
measuring the temperature of the stator by the resistance test, 
that method took considerable time, and he thought the only 
way to get a reasonable idea of what the conditions were was 
to plot a time curve backwards, which would give a fairly 
good idea of what the temperature was when they shut down. 
The thermo-couple as described by the author was, in the 
speaker's experience, quite good enough. "They started using 
1& years ago on large machines, and found the apparatus very 
valuable; tha thermo-couple was quite sufficient and was 
extremely accurate. Manufacturers should study temperature 
limits just as they did steam consumption. 

Mr. T. CARTER pointed out that there did not seem to be 
any allowance for overload, yet it was an important point. 
They should know how the machine they were using stood 
with regard to that matter before they used it, and not have 
to find out afterwards. He drew attention to the statement : 
The limits for the temperature rise laid down by the British 
Engineering Standards Association for fibrous insulation are 
55 deg. C. measured by resistance or 50 deg. C. by thermo- 
meter," and said he could not understand how they could 
measure 55 deg. by resistance and 50 deg. by the thermo- 
meter—nor had he found anyone who could explain it. 

Mr. J. M. WAITE gave some figures of resistance tests show- 
ing the great variability as compared with thermometer tests. 
À thermo-couple was put where they expected a hot spot, 
and when the machine was running they got a reading show- 
ing 84 deg. C.; the load was taken off, the plant shut down, 
and they got a temperature of 93.11 deg. The fact was that 
the thermo-couple had not been shielded from the air-blast. 
On the rotor where they could not get a reading by thermo- 
meter they measured it by resistance, and got 124 deg. C. 
when standing and 85 while running. He claimed that the 
instrument used for ascertaining the temperature, whatever 
it was, should be as simple as possible; what they wanted 
in all those matters was reliable relative accuracy. If they 
knew the margin of safety there might possibly be a saving 
in constantly running an alternator at a higher temperature; 
if it could be run at a little overload safely there might 
be a distinct saving. 

Mr. C. H. Davipson explained that they worked machines 
in America at a much higher temperature than was usual in 
this country, and manufacturers would have to consider 
adopting higher temperatures, or they would find the markets 
closed to them. He thought the 40 deg. rise too low, and 
that the B.E.S.A. limits were too much on the safe side. It 
was a little disquieting to hear so much about hot spots, 
he had been working to get rid of them, and in some designs 
of machines they got an even temperature all through. As 
to the bar test mentioned, some attempt should have been 
made to imitate the vibration the bars were subjected to in 
a machine. Respecting the use of mica insulation, all the 
author's references were to the mica, whereas they should 
give more attention to the material that held the mica together 
—the fibre or fabric, or whatever if was—because the real 
ditticulty did not lie with the mica, but with the other 
material, the life of which determined the life of the insula- 
tion. He also pointed out that the temperature limits were 
practically the same as recommended by the Conference held 
at Berlin some eight years ayo. 

Mr. R. M. LoNGMAN said the increase in tlie size of machines 
had made it more difficult to get at the hot spots. Regarding 
the difference between the 6.000 and the 11,000-volt machine, 
the speaker rather favoured the 11,000-volt one; they had the 
extra insulation and the B.E.S.A. only allowed 9 deg. differ- 
ence in temperature. 


DiscussioN AT BIRMINGHAM. 
AT Birmingham Mr. Juhlin's paper was discussed before 
the SovrH-MibrAND CENTRE of the INsTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEERS on February 2nd. 
In opening the discussion, Dr. G. Karr said that in his 
opinion the most important matter was not to get cheaper but 


safer machines, and safer machines involved an exact know- e 
ledge of the heating conditions. Ile could not agree that the 
use of a thermometer was the simplest and easiest method ; 
moreover, it was misleading. It was essential to know the 
actual teniperature ut the hot-spot, and to get that required a 
detector placed actually at the hot-spot. The speaker then dis- 
cussed in detail the difficulties of accurate hot-spot tem- 
perature measurement. A null method suggested by him con- 
sisted in using in the outside circuit a couple of the samo 
materials as that embedded in the machine at the hot spot. 
‘The outside couple was immersed in a liquid which could be 
heated until a galvanometer gave a zero reading. ‘The outside 
couple was then at the same temperature as the embedded 
couple, and its temperature could be accurately measured. 

Major A. M. TAYLOR suggested a method of deducing the 
hot-spot temperature indirectly from observations on, first, 
the increase of resistance of the whole circuit due to the 
combined action of the normal part and the hot-spot part, and 
Then the increase of resistance in the complete circuit when 
the hot spot wus not active (as, for example, when the stator 
was cool) To carry out the suggestion it was necessary to 
know the proportion of the length of the circuit covered by 
the hot spot. 

Mr. A. T. BARTLETT said that the use of temperature detec- 
tors was the only sane way of running plant. For instance, 
in the case of a power house, if a set was started up cold and 
The steam end was capable of dealing with a certain overload, 
the generator could also be overloaded for a time if the 
detector showed that the safe temperature was not exceeded. 
In his opinion ascertaining teinperatures by balancing methods 
was wrong; the power house attendant already had enough 
to do, and all detector instruments should be of the inspec- 
tional tvpe. 

Mr. W. J. Live thought that it appeared to follow from the 
mechanical tests described by the author that breakdown 
under high voltage might be expected to occur at the same 
place as mechanical breakdown, namely, where the insulated 
conductor left the slot. He believed it was a fact that break- 
downs did occur more frequently at that point than elsewhere, 
but he questioned whether it could be inferred that electrical 
failures occurred where mechanical failures occurred due to 
bending of the insulated conductor at its point of emergence 
irom the slot. In connection with the results of some dielec- 
tric and other tests made some years ago by Wilson and 
Mitchell it was suggested that as the density of the dielectric 
force at the ends of the slots in which the coils were em- 
bedded was considerably increased, the ends of the slots should 
be rounded, and that suggestion seemed worthy of considera- 
tion. 

Dr. M. Kaun favoured gradual development rather than 
an immediate increase of temperature limits. All firms build- 
ing large units and many operating engineers were alive to the 
question and data, and experience were continuously increas- 
ing. The problem was not an urgent one, as it was quite 
ae to produce the sizes at present required within the 
nits of a total working temperature of 120 deg. C. Manu- 
facturing and operating engineers who had to rely on those 
sets for a large proportion of the load bad no interest in 
running risks. The accumulation of experience would natur- 
ally tend to lead to development up to a safe limit in course 
of time. A point not mentioned by Mr. Juhlin which might 
conceivably determine the safe temperature limit was the 
expansion of the long coils in large machines. 


À New Kinematograph Projector. — .\ccording to 
Nature of February 24th, a kinematograph projector of a new 
type was demonstrated by Mr. R. J. Trump at the Imperial 
College, South Kensington, on February 10th. The invention 
of Mr. Kingsley-Higginson, it employs, in place of the shutter 
and intermittent film-feeding gear of the ordinary machine, 
a continuously rotating ring of mirrors to stabilise the image 
and ellect the change of picture while the film is run uniformly 
through the machine. The beam of light is thus always 
passing unobstructed to the screen, and the alternations of 
light and darkness produced by the shutter, which constitute 
the flicker of the ordinary projector, are avoided. The new 
apparatus can be run quite slowly if required, and in any case 
there is no necessity to speed it up in the way that is at 
present usual. The change of picture takes place zone by 
zone across the screen, which always shows a full image, 
derived from parts of two successive pictures on the film. 
The facets on the ring of mirrors are so arranged and set at 
such an angle that the two lights from the two partial filin- 
pictures which are present ut anv instant in the gate are 
separated and transposed into their correct positions on the 
screen, and joint up to form a complete image. There is no 
dark period and no overlapping or dissolving of the successive 
pictures into each other. as the first picture disappears at 
precisely the same rate that the second takes its place. A 
good and sharply defined image is obtained. The advantages 
of a uniform feed for the film are considerable, in that the 
wear and tear upon it are much reduced, and the risk of 
breakage is negligible. ‘The application of the same principles 
to kinemaphotographv is under consideration, and there is 
every expectation that useful results will be obtained. 
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NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1921. 
m (NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 
Compiled eapeessty for this journal by Messrs. Serrox-Joxes, O'Dea. asp 
Sarrnens, Chartered Patent Agents, 285, High Holborn, London, W.C. I. 

TAOL „ Insulation. for armatures." J. FP. Cullin. February lth. 
QU. Wrapping machine.“ J. F. Cullin. February Ith. 

5. %% °° Machine for positioning armature windings.“ J. F. Culin. Feb- 
wuars loth, 

R363. UU Armature winding.” J. F. Cullin. February 16th. 

SOM. I Coil winder.“ J. F. Cullin. February 16th. 

„ “Armature winding testing mechanism.“ J. F. Culin. February 
oth. ; 
Odes. “Electric light fitting.“ J. Y. Fletcher and C. W. Saunders. Feb- 

runry leth. 

SSBI. UU Ehetre insulators.” Metallurgique Electrique. February — 16th. 


(France, Sepiember. 27th, 1920.) 
9393. '* Electric accumulators.” G. W. 


: ; : i Richards. 
o,394. ' '' Eletric 


February l6th. 


measuring instruments of the hot wire type.” k. 
Lederer, February Uh. (Austria, February 25th, 1920.) 
- 4 mm " 21 „ a 2 = . ` 
i 1 Sparking plugs, &c." L. Febbraro and J. Narizzano. February 
Gih. i 


2,404. “Sparking plugs.” W. Bragger. February 16th 


DE “Electric motor. controllers." G. N. Cadbury. February. lih. 
5.412. '' Electrical locking device for vehicle doors." A. Cordell. 


17th. J 


C" Fittings for gas or electric light.” 


February 
5,432. 3, TY. J. Saveker. 


February 


Irth. 

o6. Eloctrical transmission systems.” A. M. Tavlor. February 17th. 
0450, s Wireless, &c., signalling systems," Radio Communication Co., 
1. . l. and J. Scot Taggart. February. 17th. l 
5. 0. Commutators.“ J. E. Calverley and W. E. Highfield. February 
ith. , i 
. 5.40. * Electrical insulating members.“ J. E. Calverley and M'. E. High- 
field. February 17th. i 

(dni. Vent plugs for electric accumulators, &c."— A. L. Davis. Feb- 
ruary 17th. 

2.57. iN Interrupters.“ E. E. Greville and F. W. Read. February 17th. 
. i. Electro-medical apparatus." E. E. Greville and EF. W. Read. 
February 17th, 

2. 4%. “Electric signalling." B. Davies and Eastern Telegraph Co., Ltd. 
February leth. 

9,491. * Electric cables or conductors." J. Drennan. February 17th. 

5. 00. Dentures." J. Lavine. February 17th. 

5.50 Electric hand lamps." J. Lewington and T. W. Lewington. leb- 
ruary Lith. 

5,521. “ Automatic electric couplings." A. V. Tomlinson (Westinghouse 


Air Brake Co.) and Westinghouse Air Brake Co. February 17th. 
3,924. | Electromagnet switches for controlling circuits of train lighting, 
&c., installations.“ A. H. Darker and J. Stone & Co., Ltd. February 17th. 
5.553. '' Device for preventing vibration destroying the filaments in electric 
globes." A. McArthur, February 18th. i 


5.557. U Securing wires, cables, &c.. for ignition magnetos, &c." F. H. 
Farrer, F. Pountney, and Villiers Engineering Co., Ltd. February 18th. 
5.611. „ Electrically heated mufle furnaces.” Akt.-Ges. Brown, Boveri 
et Cie, February 18th. (Switzerland, February ath, 1920.) 

a69, Sparking plugs." C. S. Harrison. February 18th. 

9,030. „ Electrically operated rotary advertising devices, &c." J. M. Robert- 
son. February 18th, i 

5.621, “ Electric discharge tubes." Naamlooe Vennootschap Philip Gloci- 
kunpenfabrieken, February 18th. (Holland, April 20th, 1920. 

0,027, “ Electro-mechanical pocket lamp." Soc. Blot-Garnier et Chevalier. 
February I8th.. (France, July 24th, 1920. 

5.628. Combined switch and plug for electric circuits," J. R. Middleton 


and Watts, Williams & Co., Ltd. February 18th. 


9,029. © Dimming electric lights." J. R. Middleton and Watts, Williams 
and Co., Ltd. February 18th. 

9,030. '' Magneto generators.“ J. R. Middleton and Watts, Williams and 
Co., Ltd. February 18th. 

2,643. ** Insulators for suspended high-tension electric wires." A. Renaudin. 
February 18th. (France, February 23rd. 1920.) 

5, 648. Recording electric currents." J. H. Jones and L. Kecskemeti. 
February 18th. 

5.655. Electrical apparatus for railway signalling.“ F. Downs and Tver 
and Co., Ltd. February 18th. i 

7,671. Electric. switches." H. B. Cornish. February 19th. 

5.674. Charging boards for electric accumulators.” C. E. P. Gabriel. 


February 19th. 


3.708 9. Dynamo-electric machines." C. P. Bramley, Lancashire Dynamo 
and Motor Co., Ltd., and W. Stansfield. February 1%th. 

5.713. ' Trolley wheels for poles of electric tramears, &c." E. Nightingale. 
February 19th. : 

5.730. “ Automatic cut-out and indicating apparatus for electrical. accumu- 
lators.'" C. E. Cox and White Electrical Instrument Co., Ltd. February 39th, 

7.743. Wireless receiving apparatus." British Thomson-Houston Co., 


Ltd., and R. €. Clinker. February 19th. 
5,704. “Casings for electric pocket lamps.“ 
(Germany, March 24th, 1920.) 
5.755. Electric meters.“ 


B. Rogge. February 19th. 


Chamberlain & Hookham, Ltd., and S. James. 


U 


J. Bogopolsky. February 19th. 


5. 86. Permanent wav of tramways. D. McDonald. February 21st. 

OMS. UC Electric drilling-machine,;" W. Bairstow. February 2st. 
5.807. Radio signalling. stems.“ Radio Communication Co., Ltd., and 
J. Scott-Tajgeart, February. 21st. 
o “Duplex, &c., telegraphic systems.“ H. W. Sullivan. February 
zist. 

SNR. „ Portable dynamos for electric lighting sets. II. Humphrey. Feb- 
ruary 2ʃst. 

OSSA. Sparking: plugs.” A. E. Heath. February 21st. 

5. 47. Hand-operated mechanism for operating electric controllers, &c.” 


A. West and West & Co., Ltd. February 21st. 

ASS 8 Electric. control systems.” British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd., and 
Goneral Electric Co. February 2Ist. 

n 850. Electric beating devices," 
France, February 19th, 1920.) 

3.857. 


P. M. A. Mounier. February 21st. 


“Wall-plug connections. for electrice circuits.“ J. Hall. & Co. and 

G. PL Ostins. February 21st, 
OQSNT. | Cable tips F. Korg. February 21st. (Germany, July 21st, 1920.) 
OAS I TF hermionie. valve transmitters.” Ges, fur Drahtlose Telegraphie. 


*. rut 2t, 
5.016. 


Nu. T. 


(Germany, February 28th, 1920.) 
“Conduits, tubing, connections, bends, &e., for electric light wiring, 
Hayward. February 22nd. 

5. 20. Adaptor for sparking: plugs." A. M. Porter. February 22nd. 

5947. Lathe attachment for re-surfacing commutators.” W. E. 
February 22nd. 

9956. “ Signalling: systems.’ 
Co., Tne). February 2nd. 

‘971. " Sparking plug.” 
ary 22nd. 

6.009.“ Coupling-rod drive of driving axles of electrically-driven vehicles.” 
E. C. R. Marks and Western Electric Co. (Akt.-Ges. Brown, Boveri et Cie.). 


February 22nd. 


Irons. 


, 


Western Electric Co., Ltd. (Western Electric 


H. S. H. Hughes and J. W. Hughes. Febru- 


4. 0 11. „ Electric furnaces;" A. E. Reid. February 22nd. 
6.013. “Thermal ammeters;"' Weston Electrical Instrument Co. Feb- 
ruary 22nd. United States, March 24th, 1920.) 


GARI “ Means for iodicatiog failure of filament in one of a 


; 15 number of 
incandescent Jamps.™ XI. Latour, February 22nd. 


(France, March 18th, 1920.) 


6,0 40. Appliance for indicating location of faults in section feeder-boxes 
of overhead-wire systems of electric tractions.” Brecknell, Munro & Rogers. 
Ltd., and F. W. Brecknell. February 22nd. . 

6,058. Emergenes clectric signalling-device for warning locomotive driver. 
W. Boller. February 23rd. 


6,059, * Tumbler switch." M. Munday. February 23rd. 

GOTS. '* Electric circuitebreaker. S. Jonese February 23rd. 

6.110. Electric switch.“ T. W. Rogers (F. Krupp Akt.-Ges.). February 
23 d. 

6,119. “ Lighting devices for moter vehicles, &c." Benjamin Electric, Ltd. 
February 28rd. (United States, October 27th, 1920.) 

6.121. Protective. apparatus for dynamo-electric machines." G. A. Juhlm 
& J. A. Kusser and Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co. February 23rd. 

6,134. Electric terminals." W. H. Egginton and H. Lucas. February 
23rd. l 

6,137. “ Electric. sturage-battery or accumulator cells.“ Chloride Electrical 
Siorape Co., Ltd., and B. Heap. February 23rd. : 

6,138. “ Sccondars electric batteries or. accumulators.” Chloride Electrical. 
Storage Co., Ltd., and B. Heap. February 23rd. 

6,1414. Electric lamp.” E. de Lorenzi. February 23rd. 

6,146. Electric motors." British. Thomson-Houstun Co., Ltd. (General 


Electric Co.) and General Uleetrie Co. February 23rd. 
6,153. Thermionic steam-reducing valves." Steam Fittings Co., Ltd., and 
B. R. Wingfeld. February 23rd. 


6,156. Electric fittings." N. W. Scaife. February 23rd. 


6.158. Alternating-current circuits comprising condensers." E. W. Dorey: 
February 23rd. , , ; 
6.161. Means for actuating repeater signals on locomotives of clectric. rail- 


wuss. J. Bethenod. February 28rd. (France, February 24th, 1920.) . 5 a 
6.167. Arrangement for. transinission of energy by resistance coupling. S. 


Loews. February 23rd. (Germany, February. 23rd. 1920.) ] 
6.168. Apparatus for testing electric resistance of fluid materials, &c.“ V. 
Planer. February 23rd. (Germany, May 17th, 1920.) 
6.189. Arrangements for operating tools, &c." Automatic Telephone Manu- 
facturing Co., Ltd. February 24th. 
6,01. Switches for electric irons." A. G. Bullen and R. L. Jenkinson. 
February 24th. :3 : 
6.205.  Electrically-operated reciprocating tools, &c." T. F. Wall. Febru- 


ary 24th. 
0,225. ''One-wav transmission gear for train-lighting apparatus, &c." L. 
C. II. Mensing. February. 24th. 


6.229. Manufacture of telephone receiver cases.“ S. O. Cowper-Coles. 
February 24th. n 

6,240. © Electric driving equipment for reversing machine tools." H. T. 
Millar. February 24th. 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS, 


* . 
Ihe numbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


A919. : 
0,364..." Electrosmagnetic Wave navigaiional stems.“ M. Jeance. Apri 


2th, 1919. 158.284.) 


20,398. Wireless telegraph transmitters.““ H. J. Round and W. T. 
Diichen. August 19th, 1919. (158, 291.) 
26.470. res for recovering selenium and noble metals from eleciro- 


lytic slimes and the like." M. Chikashige and D. Uno. October 24ih, 1318. 
(144,536. ) 


26,021. *' Installations for electrically lighting, heating, and ventilating rail- 


way carriages and other vehicles.” II. D. Kohman. October Zuth, 1919. 
(Addition to 145,120.) (158,328.) MES i 
26,721. Conirollers lor electric. motors,” British Thomson-Houston Co., 


Ltd. (General Electric Co.). October 30th, 1919. (158,334.) 
27,039. '' Means for supporting antenne used in wireless telegraphy.” R. 
St. George-Moore and G. S. Whitmore. November 3rd, 1919. (158,303.) 


27.083. System of distant control without additional line wires for electric 
supply systems." W. Joice. November 4th, 1919. (158,357.) 

27,143. “ Electric power-generating units." E. L. Russell. November 4th, 
1919. (158,361.) 

27,151. Electric resistance units.“ British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 
(General Electric Co.). November 4th, 1919. (158,353.) 

27222. Alternating current electric motors," W. E. M. Ayres and Metro- 


politan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. November oth, 1919. (158,372.) 
L340. recen SWihchess K. H. Baker and C. W. Parsons. 
Gth, 1919. (158,377.) 


257i. pecuric. are lamps or projectors and carbons or electrodes there- 


November 


for." C. B. Burdon (Siemens Schukertwerke Ges.). November 6th, 1919. 
(158, 380.) "m 
37.431. *"' Electric. circuit-breakers, particularly for the electric ignition sys- 


tems of internal combustion engines." 
November 6th, 1919. (158,385.) 

27,403. '' Cable connectors for use with electric motor lamps and other. pur- 
poses." C. A. Miller, F. J. Miller and E. A. Sanders. November 7th, 1219. 
(158,386.) ; 


N.C. F. Jensen and M. J. E. Tilney. 


27.721. Frequency meters.“ Nalder Bros. and Thompson, Ltd., and C. 
L. Lipman. November 10th, 1919. (158,393. 

27,922. Electric motor control.” British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 
(General Electric Co.). November lith, 1919. (158,396.) 


28.518. Phonic motor drive for telegraph machines.“ D. Murray. Novem- 
ber 18th, 1919. (158.413.) N 


28,712. Portable electric lamps or torches. H. M. Koretzky. November 
]9th, 1919. (158,415.) 

2. 975. Magineto-electric: machines." British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd., 
11. W. H. Warren and A. P. Young. November 21st, 1919. (158,419.) 
20,683. e Electric motors.” 1. Zweigbergk. November With, 1919. 
(158, 436.) 

30.266. Automatic or semi-automatic telephone systems.“ Automatic 
Telephone Manufacturing Co., Ltd. March 10th, 1919. (10. 053.) 

32,1661. Electrical heater. for wells." D. Diver. December 23rd, 1919. 
(158,452.) 

1920. 

347. Wireless telegraphy and telephony receiving instruments," H. P. 
Rees, Januars Sth, 1920. (Cognate application 2,005/39.) (158,455.) 

73W. tt Electrical — cireuit-breaker.” R. Simpson. January 9th, 19%. 
(158,457.) 

1.659. ** Electric discharge devices." British Thomson-Houston. Co., Ltd. 
January 19th, 1920. (158,458.) ` 

2461. '"LEl«iric pocket lamps.” E. Blondy. February 20th, 1919. 
143.10.) 

$239. % Measured service devices fur use in telephone systems,“ Automatic 


Telephone Manufacturing Co., Ltd. February 12th, 1919. (138,914.) 


4.829. “ Automatic telephone systems.” Automatic Telephone Manufacturing 
Co., Ltd. April IIth, 1919. (141,674.) ] 
5. 429. Electric fusible cut-outs having replacement devices," P. Davies. 


February 23rd, 1920. (158,462.) 


8,341. “ Automatic telephone systems," Automatic Telephone Manufacturing 
Co., Ltd. June 30th, 1919. (146,082.) 

8.444. “ Electric. furnaces.” Soc. Metallurgique Du Frayol. January 7th, 
1920. (157.051.) - 


12.372. *' Eleetric crucible furnaces." | C. Soncini. April 25th, 1919, 
(142.8:6.) 

13.793. Magnetos." D. V. L. Fellows. May 19th, 1920. (158,486.) 
15,347. “ Electric lamps with luminous discharge. British Thomson- 
Houston Co., Ltd. (General Electric Co.) June 6th, 1914, (Divided appli- 


cation on 13,759, 1914.) (158,488.) 
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THE GERMANS AND THE FEDERA- 
TION OF BRITISH INDUSTRIES. 


Tun Federation of British Industries appears to be 
gaining an unfavourable reputation in Germany, judg- 
ing from two instances which have just arisen in that 
In the first place, the Central Union of the 
German Electrotechnical Industry (Central Verband der 


country. 


Deutschen Elektrotechnischen Industrie) has raised a 
protest against the Federation, while in the second, the 
latter's Export Register, or rather a card accompanying 
the register, has also evoked protest. 

The Central Union has issued a statement which 
alleges that the Federation has succeeded in exercising 
a strong influence on the political economic measures of 
the British Government, examples of which are dis- 
cerned in the abolition of the E.P.D. and in the fact that 
the Federation is consulted by the Government before 
any action is taken in the matter of political economic 
questions. The Union proceeds to state that those 
acquainted with British conditions know that the 
Federation has long been preparing the ground for anti- 
dumping laws, and the French efforts to burden German 
export trade with a 12 per cent. tax are said to be 
strongly supported in these circles, and certainly with 
means which cannot always be characterised as free from 
objection. 
for the Federation to get reports sent to it from its Ger- 


A very popular means, the Union states, is 


man correspondent concerning the situation of German 
industry and German trade, from which the conclusion 
can be drawn which is needed for its purposes. Unfor- 
tunately, it is asserted, there are now in Germany corre- 
spondents who apparently let themselves be influenced 
in order to represent the facts not as they really are, 
but in the form wished for by the Federation of British 
Industries, so that the latter can draw the desired con- 
clusions by means of publicity. Thus, for instance, the 
correspondent of the Federation, after having previously 
utilised the high dividends of the German engineering 
industry as a basis, reports that as a consequence of the 
high costs of production in certain branches, the elec- 
trical industry is only able to carry on and increase its 
export trade by selling abroad at very low prices, and 
in point of fact at prices which are below the inland 
sale prices. The correspondent is alleged to have 
derived this from the Official Labour Gazette — 
further misleading statement, for an official or pro- 
minent newspaper organ whose title could be so trans- 
lated does not exist in Germany. 

The Union goes on to say that the conditions are 
quite otherwise. The export prices which the German 
electrical industry is required to demand are fixed 
monthly by means of the co-operation of the individual 
trade groups with the Foreign Trade (State) Bureau for 
clectrical engineering. In the case of countries having 
a high rate of exchange, as England, for instance, prices 
are still fixed at present considerably above the German 
inland prices in order in some measure to equalise the 


[338] 
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diference in exchange. The Union does not know of 
any single product of the electrotechnical industry for 
Which the fixed export prices have been below the hottie 
prices. The statement of the correspondent of the 
Federation, in the opinion of the Union, is consequently 
directly untrue. The correspondent who claims to be 
able to give an opinion on the situation of German in- 
dustry must at least be so far informed as to know that 
the German Foreign Trade Bureaux never would give 
sanction to exports at lower prices than the inland 
prices, especially not in the electrical industry. If he 
was in doubt an application to the Bureau concerned 
would have been able very quickly to enlighten him. 
The Union remarks that the other representations of the 
correspondent, with regard to both the objectivity and 
accuracy of the statements, move on the same level as 
those respecting the electrieal industry. In earlier 
reports the correspondent repeatedly also put forward 
the false assertion that the export prices were lower 
than the inland prices. Although the Federation when 
publishing the reports expressly points out in a cautiods 
manner that it does not agree in all parts with the views 
of the correspondent, the Central Union submits' that 
these representations find their way into the daily news- 
papers. | 

The second instance relates to the Export Register, 
copies of which are reported to have been sent to 
numerous merchant firms in Germany accompanied by 
a printed postcard asking whether the book met tlie 


practical requirements of the German merchant. Having 


regard to the decisions of the Paris conference, a Ger- 
man firm at Kiel, which had received a copy of the 
register, is reported to have sent a fairly long letter to 
the London offices of the Federation. The letter, al- 
though not of an electrical nature, seems worthy of being 
summarised. | | oe 

The firm states that the Federation will probably meét 
with but little success with the register so long as the 
British Government continues to swim completely in the 
navigable channel of French policy and supports the 
latter’s demands. If you have a debtor," the writer 
states, whom you burden with a load of debts of such 
a height that it is completely impossible for him to pay 
them, the consequence will be that the debtor, seeing the 
hopelessness of his efforts, will only work just as much 
as is requisite to defray the cost of his life maintenance, 
as he knows that he must deliver everything beyond that 
to his creditor.’ You may send the finest catalogue to 
him and quote the cheapest prices, but you will never 
receive an order from him because he has become incap- 
able of buying through your attitude. The result will 
be that your finest efforts will take the way unread to 
the waste paper basket." After mentioning that before 
the war only English clothing materials were made up 
in the best tailors’ shops, the writer states that England 
will never again attain to her former sales in this 
respect. He proceeds to remark that if no alterations in 
the Paris decisions were made at the London Conference, 
& boycott of English and French goods would begin in 
wide circles of the German population, 80 that no prac- 
tical results would ensue from the sending of catalogues. 


ED ` j 


Judging by the number of inquiries 


Supply that we are constantly receiving of late, 
Authorities with regard to the law on the subject 
and new of connecting new consumers to public 


onnections. supply mains, we are justified in de- 
a ducing (1) that some supply authorities 
are making charges and imposing conditions for con- 
nections which are wholly unauthorised by law; (2) that 
there are many contractors outside the ranks of the 
Electrical Contractors’ Association who in their own 
interests ought to be members of it; who, apparently, 
are totally unaware of the benefits and privileges to 
which they would be entitled, of the legal assistance that 
the Association would afford them, and of the informa- 


i 


i 
tion which would be at their disposal, if they were 
members. y ve 
With regard to the questionable conduct of the supply 
undertakers above referred to, we can do nothing but 
tefer them to their own consciences (though it is alleged 
that a business corporation has no soul) in respect of 
the moral aspect of their procedure, and to their 
revenue account in respect of the commercial aspect of 
the matter. Who ever heard of a gas company which 
deliberately put obstacles in the way of prospective 
consumers? Absurd! The gas suppliers, who are all 
out for business, welcome new clients with open arms, 
and would rather pipe their houses gratis than lose 
their custom! Many electricity suppliers, on the other 


hand, still maintain that take it or leave it” atti- 


tude, with the stress on the ‘‘ leave it," against which 
we have so often inveighed, and apparently seek to 
choke off would-be consumers, by excessive (and some- 
times illegal) charges for connection, and in some cases 
by excessive prices for electrical energy. Where the 
generating plant is fully loaded, and the Electricity 
Commissioners refuse to sanction extensions, it is true, 
new consumers cannot be coupled up; but the proper 
course is then to state the facts to applicants, and worry 
the Commissioners—no good manager in such circum- 
stances would try to limit the demand by making 
overcharges, and thus creating an unfriendly atmo- 
sphere towards the undertaking which would persist in 
future years. Let us,..in passing, hint a - warning: 
Power users don’t want to put down their own generat- 
ing plant, or to drive their machinery directly from in- 
ternal- combustion engines, but they will do so if they 
are not fairly treated by the electric supply authorities, 
and in many cases it will pay them handsomely to do so. 
Explosion engine practice is not standing still—far 
from it. Let those who would scoff at our warning give 
heed to Prof. Burstall’s statements during the Birming- 
ham discussion on the Severn barrage, and to the 
correspondence in.our columns just before that time— 
notably to Mr. A. Hugh Seabrook’s letter of February 
11th. l pee — a 
: Lastly, with regard to supply, we may. point out that 
statutory undertakers are entrusted with a public ser- 
vice; they have no right to assume a domineering atti- 
tude; it is their plain duty to do their best to serve 
the needs of every person in their area who requires 4 
supply of electricity, and wilfully to fail im this 15 to 
prove, themselves unworthy of that trust. l 
Turning to the contractors who are nursing a griev- 
ance, in the Electrical Contractors’ Year Book they will 
find a clear and concise statement of the law regarding 
the rights of consumers; in our opinion, if they do not 
belong to the Association, they are neglecting their own 
interests. n 


i ABOUT eighteen months ago we dis- 
The Water “cussed at considerable length the Pre 
Power Resources liminary Report ón the Water Power 
of India. Resources of India, which formed an 
T .. adinirable introduction to this impor- 
tant subject. A Second Report "' has now been issued 
dealing with data collected during the season 1919-20.* 
As regards definite progress, the Report is to some extent 
disappointing, but it must be remembered that a survey 
of this magnitude demands an enormous amount of pre- 
paratory labour and, before tangible results can accrue, 
investigations must be undertaken and records prepared 
on a scale out of all proportion to the staff and equip- 
ment available for the purpose up to the period covered 
by this Report. 

There is every reason to believe, however, that the 
technical organisation is now in good hands, and that a 
sound, consistent and vigorous policy is being pursued 
in the acquisition of that information on which alone 
sound projects can be based. The present Report, in 
conjunction with the Preliminary Report, makes clear to 
everyone competent to assist in collecting data, exactly 


What information is required. In this respect the 
NDERIT ns es IN RR ERR RE RR 


* For particulars see our ‘‘ Book Notices." 
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Reports may fairly rank as text-books which should be 

known and studied in every country where water power 

is available. ^ © ^ OR 
A second and more difficult and vital problem remains 


—that of regulating the control and development of 


water power. It is not sufficient to know that a certain 
amount of water power can be developed economically. 
It must also, be ensured that it well be.developed and dis- 
tributed economically and fully, and that it will be sold 
at reasonable price regardless of. the cust of other forms 
of energy. ‘The principle that water power—or any 
other form, of euergy—should be sold for what it will 
fetch, must be excluded. National interests demand that 


energy—the key to industrial. econamysshould.always. 


be developed and sold at the luwest possible price con- 
sistent with a reasonable return on.capital. Needless to 
say, this desideratum is far from being attained where 
coal and oil are concerned. In every undeveloped hydro- 
electric projept we are given a fresh chance " in this 
matter. Manipulation by financial interests must be 
prevented if the end in view is to be attained. . This. is a 
problem of the highest. importance and greatest diffi- 
culty. Adequate financial backing is a s?me qua nan, 
but the position’ of certain bydro-electric. projects in 
America shows how easily public support may be enlisted 
for unsound schemes and how easily capital charges may 
be incurred which make it permanently impossible to 
sell energy at the true economic price. : P 
The Report states that in more than one instance (in 
India) applications have been filed for the exclusive use 
of water pawer—the possibilities. of which have been 
pointed. out by the survey—with the admitted intention 
of selling the concession so obtained to the highest 
bidder. . If such manipulation be permitted the con- 
sumer is for all time handicapped by the watered capital 
due to-the bonus paid to the original speculator. Unless 
suitable. safeguards can be incorporated in the form of 
lease or concession, the alternative of State control and 
operation .of water power will apparently have to be 
adopted. . O T * 
In. the technical and financial control of water power 
development, India has an opportunity not only to serve 
her own best interests but actually to lead the world. 
This becomes more evident, the closer the consideration 


given to past and existing abuses, and to the magnitude. 


of undeveloped hydro-electric projects as an antidote to 

the fuel shortage throughout the world. . à 
-The Report points out that there is much in favour of 

publio utilities in general being operated bv companies 


in which the municipality or Government is a powerful 


if not predominant—shareholder.- This system, which 
has given good. results im Germany, appears to be a 


simple and effective method of safeguarding public in- 


terests whilst retaining the business methods of a com- 
mercial undertaking. If a hydro-electric project be 
operated purely under public ownership, it will be very 
necessary to keep aceounts on strictly business lines— 
preferably, as suggested by the Report, by commercial 
accountants subject to-audit by a chartered accountant. 
Due allowance must be made for depreciation and 


obsolescence, and a reserve fund is no less sound finance. 


in a Government undertaking than in one under com- 
pany management. - 


Turning from the political questions of development: 


and control. which have been discussed at some length 


owing to their fundamental importance. mention may be . 


made of the purely technical features of the Report. A 


series of diagrams is presented showing the varieties of 


** layout” usually encountered in hydro-electric work. 
These diagrams facilitate selection of the best method for 
dealing with particular sites. Many useful data are in- 
cluded bearing upon the development and storage of 
water for electrical purposes, and upon the estimation 
of power available. In order to be able to compare re- 
ports on sites it is desirable that data should be collected 
in more or less standard form—to facilitate which a 
form reproduced in the Report has been prepared. 

:UETgReful memoranda on pipe lavouts are presented. to- 
gether with two logarithmic diagrams showing the 


weight and safe working head for riveted steel pipes 
and for welded steel pipes. Important notes are in- 
cluded dealing with the use of aneroids in determining 
levels ; serious errors may be made if the limitations of 
aneroid ‘levelling are not recognised and the requisite 
precautions observed. 

During the seasons 1919-20 a number of reconnais- 
sances -of power sites were made and checked, and the 
results of these are sununarised in the Report. A good 
deal of additional power has been located and assessed, 
and it is anticipated that important progress will be 
made this season, now that the organisation for collect- 
ing information has. been got into working order. 
Tabular summaries. of.all projects developed and investi- 
vated will, we hope, be included in future Reports. 

It remains to be seen, from the work of the survey 
during the next year.or two, to what extent it will be 
possible to develop the enormous water power of India at 
reasonable cost. In the meantime there are grounds for 
optimism not only as regards the outcome of this work 
and its influence on the agricultural. and industrial 
future of India, but also as regards tle beneficial effect 
of the hydro-electric survey of India in stimulating 
similar surveys, with equal benefit, in other parts of the 
world. 


. THERE were 5,768 accidents in the 
Safety First." power stations and on the distribution 

s ~ 'systems of New York City during the 
first ten months of 1920. Fifteen of these were fatal, 
and thirteen others involved grave injuries to indi- 
viduals. It is strange to read reports of this nature 
from the country of origin of the Safety First“ 
movement, but the figures are official ones compiled by 
the New York First District Public Serviee Commission, 
and quoted by the Electrzcal World. | 

These statistics seem to indicate that the physicians, 
who so earnestly desired to eradicate the accident evil 
from the industrial life of England, are needed still 
more in their own country. No doubt the supply of 
electricity is carried out on a larger scale than in this 
country, but even this leaves a great deal to be 
explained. The causes of the accidents are not set out 
in the source of our information, but it certainly would 
appear that either the employés of the supply authorities 
were careless to a remarkable degree or adequate pro- 
tection against accidents was not provided. 

Whatever the cause mav be, we think that a com- 
parison of these figures, with similar statistics for the 
whole of the United Kingdom, will prove that the elec- 
tricity supply industry is a much safer occupation in 
this country than in the United States. 

The report of Mr. G. Scott Ram, M.I.E.E., H.M. 
Electrical Inspector of Factories, covering & period of 
four years from 1915 to 1918, showed that the total 
number of electrical fatalities during this time, includ- 
ing deaths in factories, &c., was 99. "These figures, it 
must be remembered, covered the whole of the Ünited 
Kingdom for four years, while the American figures 
relate only to New York City for a period of ten months. 


ArTER establishing generating stations 


Pit Bank at the pit bank, the next step as a 
Generating natural corollary would appear to lie in 
Stations. the direction of the actual acquisition 


of the collieries themselves. This policy. 
is now being pursued by the Rhenish- Westphalian Elec- 
tricity Works Co.. of Essen. which recently entered into 
an agreement with the Lignite Company owning the 
Rodder mine, and which is now taking over the manage- 
ment of three Stinnes collieries—the Viktoria Matthias, 
Graf Beust. and Friedrich Ernestine—for a period of 90 
vears. The supply company will guarantee a fixed rate 
of interest to the shareholders in the collieries, while at 
the same time the latter are giving the former an option 
to acquire their shares so that the pits will eventually 
become the sole property of the electricity company. 
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THE ELECTRICITY (SUPPLY) ACT, 1919.—0VERHEAD: LINES AND WAYLEAVES. 


By W. 


TWELVE months have now elapsed since Sections 21 and 
22 of the Electricity Supply Act, 1919, provided what 
uppeared to be large powers for the running of over- 
head lines in suburban and country districts. 

The writer has, during those twelve months, been en- 

gaged largely on the arrangement and carrying out of 
overhead work, hoping thereby to make electricity avail- 
able to outlying consumers who could not be economically 
reuched underground. 
. Unfortunately, the Electricity Commissioners have 
been unable to devote their attention to the revision of 
Board of Trade regulations, and, moreover, Sections 21 
and 22 of the 1919 Act are neither as lucidly drawn nor 
as helpful as they might be in the direction intended. 

The removal of absolute veto of the local authorities, 
and the implied right of compulsory wayleaves in un- 
inhabited districts, must be acknowledged with grati- 
tude. In villages and suburbs, however, the clauses give 
no practical relief from the obstruction and greed of 
small owners. 

The legal position with regard to overhead work is still 
one of restriction. The 1882 Act and Provisional Orders 
require the special consent of the Board of Trade to the 
placing of lines above ground, and the Board of Trade 
Memorandum, which is sent in response to a request for 
sanction, is still in the old form of a catechism, in which 
ingenuous questions are put respecting the proposals in 
matters which are covered by the Regulations themselves. 

Section 21 of the 1919 Act enables the Commissioners 
to dispense with the consent of the local authority, but it 
very properly gives the latter the opportunity of being 
heard in opposition. This involves in practice at least 
three months’ extra delay as compared with under- 
ground work, so that in urgent cases one cannot run 
overhead lines. ° 

The first reform which the writer suggests is obtainable 
without legislation. Instead of individual lines requir- 
ing detailed sanction, the Electricity Commissioners 
inight consider, with the first application for an overhead 
sanction, a plan of the whole area of supply, indicating 
by a coloured wash the areas for which the undertakers 
require a general sanction for overhead work. It would 
be as easy to settle this as one route, the files of the Com- 
missioners would be relieved of the enormous masses of 
plans and papers which will accumulate under the pre- 
sent systeni, and in future there need be no delay. 

Section 22 of the Act is badly drawn, and requires 
immediate reconstruction. Paragraph 1 gives permis- 
sion to place electric lines underground, across any land, 
subject to the conditions of appeal, and it also gives per- 
mission to authorised undertakers to place any officially 
sanctioned electric line above ground across any land 
other than land covered by buildings or used as a 
garden or pleasure ground, subject to appeal. The 
reason for these absolute exceptions applying only to 
overhead lines is clearly a survival of prejudice. The 
Commissioners themselves cannot help us in such cases 
until the Act is amended. Overhead lines in villages 
and even in rural districts must, in a land of crooked 
lanes and roads, pass over buildings and gardens, even 
where the poles are in a public road or in a field along 
the back of a row of houses. It therefore is frequently 
necessary to cross a road, or otherwise upset the line, to 
avoid some crank or avaricious owner. ‘There is no 
engineering reason for the exception of land covered by 
buildings ; indeed, wires are very safe there, and an Act 
which prevents the Commissioners from sanctioning a 
crossing over a cowshed or a wash-house. or indeed any 
building, needs immediate amendment. 

Again, why except gardens or pleasure grounds“ 
from the discretionary powers of the Commissioners? 
There are gardens and adjective eardens—small fields 
are said to be market gardens, allotments are claimed 
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to be vegetable gardens, playgrounds might be called 
kindergardens. In one case a heavy rental was 
demanded for crossing a grass-grown field which had a 
few fruit trees in it, on the ground that an orchard was 
a fruit garden. The only kind of garden one would not 
propose to cross 1s a laid-out garden of such an extent 
and degree of beauty that the presence of overhead lines 
would interfere with the amenities by introducing an in- 
congruous element. The Commissioners have, however, 
power to prohibit in such cases, so why give an absolute 
exemption, and why submit to such loosely worded 
clauses? The wording of the Act can be twisted to exempt 
every cabbage patch or weedy forecourt and every 
chicken run. The Commissioners are entrusted with 
great powers—surely this very small one of seeing fair 
play can be placed in their hands. 

There is another very objectionable feature of para- 
graph 1. Notice has to be served on the owner and occu- 
pier ; and as each has the right of appeal it means double 
payment for one wayleave and interminable negotiations. 
Prior to the Act the procedure was to see the 
occupier, inform him as a matter of courtesy of 
the proposed work, obtain the name and address 
of the owner or lessee, and negotiate with the 
latter. ‘The Act gives the tenant an absolute veto 
in the case of a line passing over a building or 
garden,“ and appears to set up an entirely new vested 
interest, instead of regulating the old ones as intended. 
Incidentally, it enables a new tenant to require the re- 
moval of an existing line, although the property owner 
is satisfied that it may remain. The tenant, whose rights 
can only exist through his agreement with the owner, 
does not need this new protection; he has his remedy 
against the owner if his rights are infringed. Imagine 
the position of an engineer who has agreed with the local 
authority to supply a housing scheme (as the writer has 
done) by means of overhead wires run along the back 
line of semi-detached houses, crossing the gardens from 
house to house. He must start off to bargain with hun- 
dreds of occupiers, weekly tenants perhaps, before they 
come into residence. Suppose only one objects, this 
means &.hold-up for two or three months while the local 
authority gets rid of the obnoxious tenant. Whoever 
drew this clause was totally ignorant of the practice of 
the Post Office or of any public utility undertaking in 
respect of wayleaves. This double bargaining really 
must come out of the Act. 

The remainder of paragraph 1 gives the Commis- 
sioners power to grant compulsory wayleaves in those 
cases where the exception does not apply, and where con- 
sent is unreasonably withheld. The writer has never 
been able to try the effect of an appeal to the Commis- 
sioners—those objecting owners who came under this 
clause have always given way on the suggestion of an 
appeal. The difficulty has always been with the 
numerous cases where the wording of the Act has made it 
impossible to appeal, so the objection has been overcome 
by the usual means—an extortionate payment—or the 
route has perforce been changed. It would appear. there- 


. fore, that to put matters right in sub-section 1 it is only 


necessary to cross out a few words so that the Commis- 
sioners' power shall extend to all cases, and to contine 
the negotiations to owners or lessees. 

In paragraph 2 of tlie section, one gathers that under- 
takers may cross railways and canals from side to side, 
by giving the same notices as for crossing streets. Itis, 
however, being argued that the words ''subject to the 
rights of the owners thereof mean that instead of 
being released froin former restrictions caused by private 
ownership (which had to be overcome by wayleave pay- 
ments and expensive agreements—the latter running 
into 20 pages in some cases) we have all the old disadvan- 
tages, and the further yoke has been placed on us of 


— LL! ]  AÁÀXX ("Ert Íhdl BR RR 


Vol. 58. No, 2,260, MARCH 18, 1921.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


337 


— ——————————————À——— D 


having to give statutory notices. Of course this is 
absurd. The opening words are '' the power conferred, 
&.“ (see above) shall include the power of placing 
lines across, &c." If the ingenious arguers are right, 
we should be better off without the boon '' conferred ” 
upon us. 
put an end to this word juggling. In order to show the 
urgency of this matter it may be mentioned that quite 
recently £5 per annum, plus a costly agreement, was 
demanded by a canal company for a service line crossing 
over a canal—nc poles even being on the company's land. 

The next urgent matter is the drafting of an up-to- 
date set of regulations, as clear as those for underground 


work, based on present-day knowledge and experience. 


One recognises that the Commissioners cannot do every- 
thing at once, but a perusal of the Regulations will show 
the real need for expedition. ! 

This subject should be approached from the point of 
view of encouraging the use of overhead wires for giving 
supplies in sparsely populated areas, having in mind the 
national interest, rather than that of the conditions of 
supply in cities and large towns, which were formerly the 
only ones likely to arise. | 

The new Draft Regulations should be left open for dis- 
cussion in the Press, and should come before a special 
Committee of the Institution of Electrical Engineers (not 
a Committee of the Council, which would probably be 
composed of City supply engineers). After this inquiry 


the Commissioners should reconsider the draft and issue. 


their regulations. If the regulations are properly drawn 
there will be no need to catechise the engineers as to their 
intentions, just as it is not necessary to do so to-day in 
the case of power stations, mains, sub-stations, services 
and meters. 

It will be seen from the wording of the Low and 
Medium Pressure Regulations that they were for the 
most part drawn many years ago, when the engineering 
of overhead work was not in an advanced state. The 
object in.view was not so much the minimum require- 
ments reasonably to protect the public as that of making 
it impossible for any injury to result to the most careless 
member of the public, irrespective of expense to the com- 
munity. If the rules were drawn on these lines for gas 
supply, or for tramways, road traffic, or even ordinary 
electricity supply, there would be an end of public 
utilities. Imagine a gas supply given in such a manner 
that the gas could not escape unlighted, or a gas jet 
placed under a ventilating cowl leading directly to the 
open air, or lamps in public buildings and roads placed 
at a height of not less than 22 feet from the ground on 
unclimbable poles. Conceive a limit of 250 volts d.c. 
(or 125 volts a.c.) for unguarded tramway overhead 
lines, and where the pressure exceeds that, a guard so 
arranged that a falling wire must be caught and earthed. 
Visualise a double decker provided with an earthed wire- 
work or expanded metal cover and sides. The brain 
reels before the idea of drawing regulations to secure a 
dangerless street. Obviously all ponds, canals, rivers, 
and railways should be guarded along their entire length 
by unclimbable fences—having a height of at least 8 feet. 
Deaths due to drowning are very numerous, and the pro- 
bability of walking into a canal exceeds that of being 
struck by a falling wire in the ratio of a thousand to 
one. The above suggested crazy regulations are, in fact, 
just as necessary for protecting the public from the risks 
thev run daily as are the majority of those fur overhead 
wires. It is simply the familiarity of the old set of risks 
which minimises their apparent importance. The public 
is to-day being protected from ordinary traffic risks bv a 
safety first ’’ educational campaign—not by restrictive 


regulations. Why not extend the movement, adding the 
following maxims? :-— 
** Safetv first look up and move on! " Or. ‘ Yes -- 


thev might fall—need vou loiter? ”’ 

It is too much to expect that we shall be allowed the 
same *'' right to kill’’ as that accorded to gas and trans- 
port authorities, but the criticism of the regulations does 
show that while there is a certain reasonable standard of 
precaution which should be taken, there are also certain 


À few words inserted in the 1920 Bill would . 


commercial risks which must be run if the best interests 
of the public are to be served. It is also fairly clear 
that a thorough investigation is needed into the restric- 
tions imposed on overhead work in this country, with a 
view to the removal of all unnecessary handicaps. 

Widespread distribution of electricity is now being 
undertaken in sparsely populated areas where overhead 
mains form a suitable and reasonably cheap method of 
supp'y. The cheap and abundant supply that we hear so 
much of will never be given by retaining expensive and 
cumbersome regulations, nor by exposing distributing 
authorities to continual extortions of unreasonable 
owners and occupiers along the '' rivers of electricity "' 
which may be thinned down to brooks in the guise of 
No. 114 S.W.G. service lines along the back gardens of 
our villages. 

There is another matter requiring serious reconsidera- 
tion—namely, the position of H.M. Postmaster-General 
in relation to overhead lines. The privileged position of 
telegraphs and telephones is one requiring very delicate 
handling. The defect of the present arrangement is not 
so much the rules made by the G.P.O., sometimes con- 
trary to technical accuraey and reasonableness, as the 
fact that there is apparently no appeal in respect of their 
application to anyone but the Postmaster-General, which 
in fact means the official who made or interprets the 
rule, and whose experience is confined to his own work. 
Surely this is a case where the Commissioners should be 
constituted as an appeal authority to act in conjunction 
with the chief engineer of the G.P.O. 


JOINT BLECTRICITY AUTHORITIES. 


MERSEY AND WEST LANCASHIRE INQUIRY. 


THREE days sufficed to complete the resumed inquiry by the 
Electricity Commissioners in connection with the scheme for 
the constitution of a Joint Electricity Authority for Mersey 
und West Lancashire District. Summarised, the proceedings 
of the inquiry have revealed (1) a strong opposition on the 
part of the Birkenhead and Wallasey Corporations to inclusion 
in the big scheme (Scheme A) and they made a proposal for 
the constitution of an electricity authority for the Wirral 
peninsula (Scheme B); and (2) the antagonism of the Mersey 
Ppwer Co., which objected to the inclusion of its under- 
taking in any scheme which the managing director called 
communal control," because it believed that the best results 
had accrued, and would continue to accrue, from private 
enterprise. On the concluding day of the inquiry, which was 
continued to a late hour, the Commissioners intimated that 
to save time, they would accept up to Saturday (March 12th) 
written statements on behalf of the smaller local authorities. 
This would make it unnecessary for speeches to be made on 
their behalf. On Friday (llth inst.) the Commissioners 
visited the much debated and growing industrial district of 
Elleamere Port, where an electricity supply had been held up 
for some years owing to the local council's not acting on a 
Provisional Order. ‘They also intended to visit the Mersey 
Power Co.'s works at Weston Point, and other stations, as 
time permitted. 

The Commissioners were Sir John Snell (chairman), Sir 
Harry Haward (vice-chairman), Mr. H. Booth, and Mr. 
W. W. Lackie. They were accompanied by Mr. E. W. 
Hudson (legal adviser) and Mr. D. S. Cumberledge (clerk). 

On Tuesday (8th inst.) Mr. Honoratus Lloyd, K.C., for the 
promoters of Scheme A. intimated that he had received a 
letter from the town clerk of Warrington stating that the 
council had come to the conclusion that the present time was 
inopportune for schemes of great capital expenditure, and 
requesting the Commissioners not to proceed with the con- 
stitution of the joint authority. Mr. Lloyd also read a letter 
and a resolution from the St. Helens Council stating that. 
having regard to the evidence of Mr. Dickinson (Liverpool 
electrical engineer), and the attitude of several of the local 
authorities, it could not give further support to the present 
scheme. 

The CHAIRMAN asked the representatives of the two councils 
to give an explanation of their reasons for the withdrawal. 
but tbey considered the time inopportune, and promised u 
statement later. 

The CHAIRMAN said that in the recess the Commissioners had 
applied themselves to the fizures which had been submitted 
by both sides. and as a result thev intended to invite counsel 
for the two schemes to meet them that afternoon in order 
to go mto figures which the Commissioners had prepared. Tf 
necessary they would recall Mr. Dickinson and Mr. Sparks 
to speak on them. He also invited counsel for the Mersev 
Power Co. and the representatives of St. Helens and War- 
rington. After all, the Commissioners were there to bring 
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about improvements in the organisation of the supply of elec- 
tricity in the district. and it aid not help them very much 
When authorities, without giving reasons, withdrew trom tne 
scheme. 

ine case for the Mersey Power Co. was then opened by 
Mr. LYLDESLEY JONES, R. C. He suid that the scheme tor the 
Mersey and West Lancashire electricity district, Which had 
been proposed, shouid not inciude the district in Which his 


vcouunpany operated, as 1L could be better dealt with by the: 


Mersey Power Co.'s undertaking at Kuncorn. Ihat was the 
first big inquiry under the Electricity Supply Act of 4919. in 


Which the principles that would be drawa would come into ` 


very great prominence. Ihe circumstances of the Llandudno 
and North Wales inquiry were entirely uitterent. In dealing 
with a district where there were so many undertakings, 
municipal and otherwise, the Comunissiouers should consider 
very carefully what would be the etlect on the future of the 
supply industry of a decision on the issues which would come 
belore them. ‘Lhese matters were to a large extent technical, 
but they also, to a large extent, involved considerations of 
public policy and business policy. ‘Lhe first consideration he 
desired to emphasise was that in laying down a policy which 
would be adopted in other areas, the Commissioners should 
put in the toretront fair treatment tur existing undertakings. 
it would be fatal to the future of electricity supply in the 
United Kingdom if those who had brought about the supply 
that existed to-day had their interests sacrificed in the pursuit 
of some idea of an age when all authorities in the district 
would meet harmoniously and settle to their mutual advantage 
questions of policy involving discordant interests. The second 


point which Mr. Jones desired to emphasise was that in every 


scheme which was put forward under the Act, compulsion 
was and must be absent. If they had certain areas where the 
supply was efficient and authorities could combine for pro- 
ducing a greater efficiency, it would be a pertectly proper 
thing for thein to combine, but if they found in one of those 
districts a highly organised supply of electricity, and that no 
benefit was shown to that or any other district, then there 
was, he submitted, no case for including in any scheme em- 
bracing those districts if 1& would be disadvantageous to those 
that were highly organised. There was no foundation for 
the idea that compulsion would be applied to bring an autho- 
rity into the scheme. The Mersey Power Co. supplied Widnes 
and Runcorn. The Urban District Councils had electricity 
orders for many years, but nothing was done. Both places 
were important industrial centres; there was a load waiting 
for the supply, there was the local authority, which had the 
financial ability to raise money on the rates to provide the 
supply, but what was lacking was the business enterprise. 
The Salt Union had vast interests in the valley of the Weaver, 
and the idea was conceived of producing electricity by the 
use of waste heat. In 1910 a new Order was granted for 
Runcorn—a remarkable one, because the maximum price was 
to be 4d. per unit. There was no other Order that he knew 
of where such a price was included. Nine-tenths of the output 
of the Mersey Power Co. was for power purposes, and it was 
supplying at the same price as before the war, except that 
in many of the contracts there was a coal clause by which 
the increase in the cost of coal was put on to the consumer. 
His company supplied in its first year, 1912, one and a half 
million units; in 1920 the number of units was 29,000,000. 
The average price was ld. per unit. New industries had 
been attracted by the cheap power it supplied. l 
The company desired to supply Ellesmere Port, and since 
1911 negotiations had been proceeding with the local council, 
but until recently they could get no further. His company 
supplied 369 units per head of the population of the district 
which it covered, compared with Liverpool's 95 and St. 
Helens’ 129. . 
Sir Harry HAWARD questioned the fairness of such a com- 
parison, and Mr. Jones replied that Liverpool had been at 
work 38 years, whereas they had only been at 1t for a com- 
paratively short time. Of course, the chemical factories were 
large consumers. 
Mr. Jones, continuing, asked if the efficiency possible in 
his distrie& was going to be enhanced by being grouped with 
Liverpool, or was the efficiency of Liverpool going to be 
enhanced by being grouped with the Mersey Co. There was 
nothing in common between them. | jg 
Mr. G. W. Marcom, managing director of the Mersey Power 
Co., said the company was formed to work the Electricity 
Orders for Runcorn and Widnes. It was his original idea 
that the Salt Union, the owners of the Power Co., should 
produce electricity in 1909. The company was putting up a 
new station that would have a capacity of 25.000 kW—two 
sets of 19.500 kW—and there was an idea of ultimate exten- 
sion to 100,000 kW. There were production possibilities 


for the use of waste heat from salt. and they were being 


investigated by the experts of the Salt Union in connection 
with processes employed by them. Waste heat was now 
being employed in connection with their electricity under- 
taking. At Winsford there were 12.000 tons of waste steam each 


week from the salt' pans, and in his opinion there was no: 


inherent difficulty in arranging pan covers to trap the steam. 
The main obstacle was one of capital outlav. He felt that 
his firm .would be hampered by being brought into an elec- 
tricity district.. N l 


The CsuatRMaAN ; Why?-—Because of commural control. We 


are certain that private enterprise can do better than large 


unwieldy bodies. 
industry. ' 
Mr. MALcoLM added that within three months his company 
would be supplying Ellesmere Port, and as soon as the load 
warranted it the company would probably be prepared to 
extend the area of supply. If it were left out of the Joint 
Authority, it might be an advantage to it to join with elec- 
tricity authorities on the east, west, and north. It would 
willingly give any help it could on commercial terms, but 
he objected to control in any shape or form. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Hoxorattus Lioyp, who appeared for 
the promoting authorities, Mr. Malcolm said that at one time 
the company regarded electricity as a by-product, but not so 
now. He objected to control by anybody but the Commis- 
sioners. lle regarded a spirit of rivalry as the main spur to 
elliciency. Within three months from now the output from 
waste heat would’ be relatively insignificant, owing to the 


Private enterprise alone can develop the 


eerection of the large steam power station. 


In re-examination, Mr. MaLcoLM said that vacuum plant 
was used for making salt and absorbing heat from the tur- 
bine exhaust. When the heat was not required it was used 
for making electricity. ‘The private companies, he thought, 
were being shabbily treated in the matter of representation 
on the Joint Electricity Authority. They were the second 
largest distributors in the area, but if all the distributors had 
representation, the number would make the authority unwork- 
able and unwieldy. They had had a loan of £300,000 from 
the Ministry of Munitions for the new 100,000-kW power 
station. The present cost of the building was £487,000. The 
Mersey Power Co. would be willing to supply electricity to 
the Joint Electricity Authority, on usual terms. 

Replying to Mr. CowLEx (Northwich U.D.C.), whose ques- 
tions were addressed through the chairman, Mr. Malcolm 
said that the electricity supply of the company would be 
extended to Northwich as soon as the load could be obtained. 
He thought that the charge for electricity at Northwich would 
be the same as at Runcorn, plus capital on mains only. 

Mr. JAMES NELSON, electrical engineer to the Mersey Power 
Co., suid that last year they supplied 25,000,000 units, of which 
12,000,000 were taken by the United Alkali Co. Two cables 
were now being laid to Ellesmere Port, to convey 5,000 kW 
at 5,700 volts; the route was along the Ship Canal. Develop- 
ments were taking place on the river Weaver, and they were 
preparing to deal with them. They had no intention of in- 
creasing the rates when the new power station was opened. 

'The inquiry was then adjourned. 2 

When the inquiry was resumed on Wednesday morning. 
Mr. James Nelson was cross-examined by Mr. WooLL (junior 
counsel to Mr. Honoratus Lloyd, K.C., for the promoters). 
He stated that the load factor of the system in 1920 was 59 
per cent., and included the 12 million units supplied to the 
United Alkali Co., whose load factor was 90 to 94 per cent.. 
There were 1,013 consumers connected with the Mersey Power 
Co.’s system, 950 being lighting consumers and 63 power 
consumers. Outside of the United Alkali Co., their main 
consumer took 3,500,000 units last year. The maximum load 
in 1920 was 4.400 kW. Nine shillings was the basis of the 
coal clause, and the average price of coal was something 
under £2. 

It was suggested to witness that the object of the Mersey 
Power Co. had not been to provide a supply of cheap elec- 
tricitv, but to secure the profits from & large supply. He 
replied that to obtain the profits they gave a cheap and 
abundant supply. He admitted that their operations in Run- 
corn and Widnes were started at a very felicitous time. The 
profits of the company increased during the war, and at the 
close of the war it was decided to erect a main generating 
station. The Ministry of Munitions encouraged the idea, and 
had mortgaged the property to the amount of £300,000. If 
it were possible to lav down a new system it would be quite 
different to the existing system 'from the electrical point of 
view. The system, under the modern conception, would take 
the form of a very large generating station with a view to 
securing the maximum etticiency and economy. Big con- 
sumers, be thought, were likely to take their supply from 
very big undertakings rather than from small undertakings, 
because they would be more conducive to a diversity of the 
load, and more likely to secure and promote electrification by 
the railway companies. At the present time the company was 
supplying energy more cheapiy than any of the authorities, 
and the average prices were less than those suggested under 
the scheme. | | EM 

The CHAIRMAN: The scheme does not mention any prices. 

Mr. NELSON added that it was part of the policy of his 
company to obtain Provisional Orders. 

Mr. Tyunrsiey Jones. K.C.. explained that negotiations 
were attempted by the Mersey Power Co. with the Ellesmere 
Port Council on three alternative bases. such as taking ever 
the order and accepting the responsibility of supplying every- 
bodv, and the company giving a bulk supply. leaving the 
Council to supply the big users. The third was not agreed to. 
The Ellesmere Port Council asked for 150,000 units per annum 
rising to 5,000,000, which Mr. Jones suggested showed how 
little the Council appreciated the present position. Between 
Runcorn and Widnes, the company had two overhead cables, 
over the river, and one over the transporter bridge. . 

Replying to the CHAIRMAN, Mr. Nelson said that it was his 
opinion that the continuance of local power stations was 
not desirable if it could be avoided. In the course of time. 


€ 
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they would, he thought, be used as sub-stations, and not as 
generating stations. The chemical load was practically a 
‘continuous load, and was peculiar to the district. He esti- 
inated that the load in the year 1930 would be 22,000 kW; 
that excluded transport and a certain consumer. 

The CHAIRMAN considered this figure very conservative. 

WITNESS, continuing, said that the Weston Point station 
could be designed to have an effective load of 100,000 kW. 
Asked what they would do with the balance, Mr. Nelson 
said that it would not be produced until the load warranted 
Ir. Lie agreed tnat they would have to supply Northwich, 
Middlewich, Warrington, and St. Helens to utilise their 
capacity fully. | i 

Mr. WILLIAM MCcLELLAN, consulting engineer to the Mersey 
Power Co., said that the new power station of the company 
should not necessitate increased charges. The company was 
& small undertaking which was an excellent example of a 
system excellently handled and developed. The proposed Joint 
Electricity Authority could not supply in the company's area 
at lower rates than were now being charged, having regard 
to capital costs. It might be possible to utilise steam from 
the open salt pans, and this was a question very present in 
the minds of the directors of the Salt Union. ‘They would 
not be benefited by the Joint Electricity District, because the 
Mersey Power Co. had a very efficient system, and could 
supply as cheaply in the future as now. Their new capital 
station would compare *with the station at Liverpool. Ad- 
ministration was a matter of vital importance, and should 
be managed by a small body. The United Alkali Co. had two 
5,000-kW sets. He thought the cost was £470,000 capital 
outlay, or 494 per kW of operative capacity. From the 
technical point of view, he thought there should be a linking- 
up of capital stations in the area, the stations mentioned 
being the Riverside, Wallasey, and Weston Point stations. 
He feared that: the proposed Joint Electricity Authority would 
be composed of warring elements. It was difticult to get 
local authorities and councils to act together. If they were 
prepared to sink their personal differences and think only 
of cheaper electricity, he thought there would be some pos- 
sibility of progress, but local authorities would not do this. 
He thought all Joint Electricity Authorities would be cum- 
bersome and some impossible. As to the provision of the 
capital required for laying cables, he was of the opinion that 
this would be a difficult problem. He would not put down 
two stations within five or six miles of each other, but taking 
the whole of the area, he thought the district could be economi- 
cally supplied from two stations situated east and west. 
Difficulties arose, however, on questions of administration 
and policy. He did not think that the enhanced cost of plant 
and money had rendered less desirable the general principle 


laid down in 1918, and generally accepted by the electricity 


industry with reference to schemes for the generation of 
electricity. Witness would not put capital stations at North- 
wich and Winsford. 


On behalf of the Manchester Ship Canal Co., Dr. EASTHAM - 


asked: (1) When would the Mersey Power Co. give a general 
supply of electricity to Ellesmere Port and district, and (9) 
What was the earliest time this district could be supplied if 
the big scheme was sanctioned? To these queries it was 
replied that if the Commissioners granted an order under 
Section 6 of the Electricity Supply Act to the company, a 
supply would be available in June. 

Mr. MALCOLM was recalled, and said that the profits of his 
company in 1916 were £23,709 (dividend 20 per cent.), 1918 
£25,900 (dividend 32 per cent.), and 1919 £17,203 (dividend 
10 per cent.). 

This concluded the case for the Mersey Power Co. 

Mr. J. E. SINGLETON appeared for the Runcorn Rural and 
Urban District Councils, and said their case was bound up 
with that of the Mersey Power Co., by which they had been 
supplied for some years. The Runcorn authorities took up 
the position that they had a cheap and abundant supply of 
electricity, and that there was no prospect of getting a supply 
more abundant or more cheaply, therefore they said: '' Leave 
us alone." If the Mersey Power Co. were impressed into 
the scheme it would mean that anv balance of power would 
go Liverpool-ward, instead of southward—the river Weaver 
district, which was the hope of the Runcorn district. If they 
were included in the scheme their representation would work 
out at 0.25 or less member. 
should give the matter consideration. 


At this stage of the proceedings, Mr. W. H. ANDREW, town | 


clerk of St. Helens, explained why his Corporation had with- 
drawn from the inquiry. Its first inchnation, he said, was 
to sit tight and say nothing. It thought it could produce 
electricity more cheaply than the proposed Joint Electricity 
Authority. but recognising the advantage of co-operation, it 
went so far as to be prepared to make a monetary sacrifice. 
There was a strong suspicion that the backbone of the scheme 
was mainly to boost up Liverpool at the expense of her 
neighbours. There was also talk of schemes for a super-power 
station; they in St. Helens said there was no necessity for 
a super-power station. If the Commissioners could evolve a 
smaller area, satisfactory to them, they would sink their 
differences and come in. 

The CHAIRMAN put a number of questions to Mr. Andrew, 
whose replies tended to ambiguity. One question was: ''Is 
the reason why you have seceded because you are advised that 
both now and ten years hence it will be cheaper for 8t. Helens 


He asked that the Commissioners , 


'and abundant supply of electricity. 


to remain aloof? " to which the answer was that the Cor- 
poration did not think that the area scheme would be a 
success. Sir John Snell observed that the attitude of St. 
Helens was not very helpful to the Commissioner s. 

A solicitor to one of the railway companies asked the town 
clerk if the Corporation could supply his company ‘with 700 
kW, rising to 1,500. When we get our new station,“ re- 


plied the town clerk. ' 


Mr. ARTHUR COLLINS, a financial expect and the city trea- 
surer of Birmingham, then entered the witness box. He said 
he was dealing with the financing of six area schemes. "There 
were three essential points upon which he thought every 
local authority participating in that or any other scheme should 
consider before committing itself: (1) Methods of dealing with 
existing stations; (2) methods of payment for such existing 
stations; (3) security for capital issued. ‘The success of the 
scheme to a large extent depended upon existing authorities 
having control of the present stations. ‘There would be a 
risk in proceeding with a capital station unless and until 
those responsible for the technicalities knew and could do just 
whatever they pleased with the existing stations. His pro- 
positions for disposing of the difficulties regarding the existing 
stations were; Control with acquisition; no compensation, 
the authority may close down stations and leave the debt a 
burden on the local authorities; consideration of the matter 


by authorities before they subscribe to the scheme in order 


that they may know the measure of agreement likely to be 
reached before handing over their individual stations; take 
over stations at capital cost; acquire stations at their then 
value, under the Electric Lighting Acts, which would mean 
a great deal of arbitration; and take over the stations on a 
valuation determined by the Commissioners, which would 
apply equally to the companies and authorities. He suggested 
the following formule in connection with the last congidera- 
tion: Valuation on, the basis of the capital value per kW avail- 
able, the value sliding up or down according to its capacity 
for cheaper production, corrected by dillerences in the unex- 
pired life of the undertaking. The question of finance was 
a very material factor in an electricity scheme. He was 
inclined to place the acquisition of the stations as a first con- 
sideration, and he did not think the authority should proceed 


with a capital station without first being sure of the existing 


stations. The capital required for the Wirral scheme he 


considered was not beyond the capacity of the Birkenhead ,and 


Wallasey Corporations, but at the same time he was prepared 
to admit that Liverpool was in an exceptionally favourable 


position for raising money cheaply.. The Birkenhead and 
Wallasey Corporations under their scheme would require 


£250,000 within the next few years and, owing to high cost 
of construction, plant, and money, he thought it best for 
authorities to extend existing stations to meet a reasonable 
demand rather than commit themselves to a super-station 
based on an optimistic estimate. 

Sir JoHN SNELL remarked, after an examination of..some 
figures put.in evidence, that it appeared that Birkenhead and 
Wallasey would spend more money in executing the Wirral 
scheme than they would be called upon to pay by participating 
in the larger proposal. 

To abbreviate the inquiry, the CHAIRMAN at the outset of 
Thursday's proceedings suggested that written statements 
should be handed in by local authorities and interested repre- 
sentatives, instead of verbal statements being made. 

Sir JoHN SNELL asked the clerk of the Ellesmere Port Council 
why the Order which had been obtained in 1913 had not 
been put into force. 

Mr. Francis replied that subsequent to obtaining the Order, 
the Council acquired the gas undertaking, and negotiations 
proceeded with the Mersey Power Co. in connection with a 
bulk supply of electricity to the district, but the company 
was anxious to obtain a transfer of the Order, or if that were 
not permitted, to supply the large power users only. The 
Council was desirous of working the supply itself, so the 
negotiations fell through. They were reopened in 1917, but 
owing to Treasury restrictions on borrowing, the Order could 
not be put into operation. In October, 1918, they received 


communications from the Board of Trade suggesting that they 


might obtain a bulk supply from the Mersey Power Co. 
Last year they approached the company and asked for terms 
for supplying 150.000 to 5,000,000 units, but the company 
was not prepared to give a bulk supply. The Ellesmere 
Council felt the local authority was the right authority to 
operate the Order. It had been somewhat prejudiced by the 
Section 6 orders issued to the Power Co. If the Joint 
Electricity Authority was established he thought the Council 
would still desire to be the local distributors. It would like 
the Mersey Power Co. to let it have a bulk supply until the 
Joint Authority could let it have, at some future date, a cheap 
The policy of the Council 
was to furnish manufacturers with the cheapest electricity 
supply possible, and it did not want to make any profit at 
all. The development of the district depended upon an ade- 
quate electricity supply being forthcoming. It was absurd 
to say that the Council had desired to hold up the electrical 
development of the district owing to the gas undertaking. 
It did not supply gas to manufacturers for power purposes. 
The CHAIRMAN: I infer that whatever the Commissioners 
conclude would be the best method of getting the cheapest 


supply of electricity to all classes of consumers at Ellesmere 


- 
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Port, that decision would be loyally supported by your council? 
—Undoubtedly. 

Mr. W. SPARES, who appeared for the Birkenhead and 
Wallasey Corporations, in support of the Wirral scheme, said 
that the first development ot the Wallasey station would cost 
£252,000, and the second £440,000. Electricity could be pro- 
vided more cheaply by the Wallasey scheme than by the 
larger scheme. Answering the chairman, he gave details of 
the proportion of expenditure by the Wirral authorities of 
Birkenhead and Wallasey, to the total of £4,461,000, which 
Mr. Dickinson had put forward as the total expenditure on 


scheme A." ‘The division of the big area into two districts ` 


with the separate development on the north and on the south 
side to meet the estimated requirements of 1925, would as 
two separate districts represent u smaller expenditure than 
us a combined scheme. 

The CHAIRMAN: Is it your considered opinion that large 
systems cannot be economically introduced into this country? 
—] am afraid it is, owing to the difficulty of financing them at 
the present price of plant. We have to accept compartment 
devetopment to-day as against comprehensive treatment. Ulti- 
mately he admitted compartment schemes involved a bigger 
expenditure. Conditions in the American electrical industry 
having been mentioned, the same difficulty was being met 
there, he said; it was world wide. 

Witness, in answering a series uf questions, admitted that 
the continuance of small concerns would have an adverse effect 
upon the utilisation of electricity by the railway companies. 
He thought grouping might be accomplished on a smaller scale. 

This concluded the case for the Wirral authorities. 

Mr. H. Dickinson, electrical engineer to Liverpool Cor- 
poration, said it was desirable that the existing electricity 
stations should be under the absolute control of the Joint 
Autherity, and so fur as he was aware, all the promoting 
authorities of the Mersey and West Lancashire scheme were 
prepared to hand over, on terms, their stations. 


CONCLUDING SPEECHES. 


For Wallasey, Mr. Jerves, K.C., said that though no plans 
had been prepared in anticipation of the end of the war, 
delayed extensions had since been curried out, and a large 
amount of modern plant had been, and was being, added 
to stations. They were not now in the position to bear a 
burden that would not fructify until ten years hence, as they 
had more than enough to do to meet immediate requirements, 
owing to the great scarcity of money. Wallasey was now 
putting in 5,000-kW sets, and when the demand developed 
would put in another 10,000-kW set. Adequate and cheap 
capital wus necessary to obtain a cheap supply. There was 
complete agreement between the authorities concerned in the 
Wirral scheme, and although it had been sugyested that the 
bigger scheme went further in the same direction— with which 
he did not agree—the measure of co-operation between Birken- 
head and Wallasey ensured their scheme being put into 
practical operation, and not being stillborn. So far as he had 
been able to see there had not been the same co-operation 
between the authorities affected on the north side or the 
area. He submitted that the balance of the evidence showed 
—under scheme B—electricity would be provided quite as 
cheaply as, if not more cheaply than, under scheme A, Wal- 
lusey and Birkenhead were prepared to pledge their credits 
on their scheme and to meet any deficiency there might be. 

. For Birkenhead, Mr. MILLER, K.C., said that his clients were 
uncompromisingly opposed to inclusion in scheme A. The 
Wirral scheme had been propounded by Wallasey, and was 
supported by Birkenhead. There was no benefit to them in 
the Wirral being included in scheme A, because they could 
obtain for themselves an abundant supply of electricity, and 
the objects of the Act could be attained in their district with- 
out shouldering any of the obligations of the big scheme. 
He thought that it would be found that his district could 
be supplied from the extended existing station at Wallasey 
more cheaply than from a capital station under scheme A, 
assuming that it caine into existence. They did not want 
to join the large area, because of its commitments, and because 
they did not think it would work. ‘There was no measure 
of agreeinent between the northern authorities as to the terms 
under which stations were to be taken over, and scheme A 
itself seemed to be based on & pious anticipation that things 
would go well. The Commissioners could issue an Order for 
scheme B with the definite conviction that all would go well, 
that the plans formulated would be carried out, and that the 
people would get the cheap and abundant supply of electricity 
that the Act contemplated. 

For the Manchester Ship Canal Co., Dr. EAsTHAM said that 
in the Mersev and West Lancs. area his company had 16 
miles of canals, and owned 2,500 acres of land adjoining the 
canal, which would be developed as industrial areas. There 
was an urgency in the need of the supply of electricity for 
Ellesmere Port. The interests of his company lay (1) in 
getting a supply, and (2) getting it cheaply. So far as scheme 
B was concerned, they objected to that because it gave them 
no benefits at all. It was too small, and did not deal with 
admittedly industrial areas. As regarded scheme A, his com- 
pany opposed this also. The main objection to scheme A 
was that the Ship Canal Co. might be left without a supply 
for some years to come, and that was a serious matter. At 
Ellesmere Port and district they were crying out for elec- 
tricity. The Mersey Power Co., a very enterprising concern, 


had exceptional facilities, and the directors of his company 
said: '" Do everything you can to enable the Mersey Power 
Co. to extend their activities in the area they supply and the 
adjoining areas." There was a demand for electricity on the 
south side of the river Weaver. If scheme A were moditied 
so that the south bank of the Mersey was brought in, he would 
ask the Commissioners to see that the industrial areas which 
depended upon a cheap supply of electricity had their needs 
attended to at a fixed maximum price. The Mersey Power 
Co. could supply cheap power, but if the big scheme were 
passed there would be a levelling up in prices, and they would 
lose an advantage by the Power Co. being taken over. If 
they could have a Joint Authority taken over by the Com- 
missioners they would be satisfied. As for representation 
on a Joint Authority, they thought they should have at least 
one member. His company was not concerned who gave 
the supply, but it was most anxious to see that the area 
secured one that was plentiful. It considered that the Mersey 
Power Co. was the best means. 

For Warrington, Mr. Woo. said that it was not antago- 
nistic to the Joint Authority, but the borough was not favour- 
ably impressed by scheme A. The Corporation would con- 
sider the modified scheme on the lines suggested by the 
Commissioners. l 

For the railway companies, Mr. TYLER said that he repre- 
sented all the railway companies excepting the L. & Y. Co., 
the Overhead Railway, and the Mersey Railway, and their 
view was that there should be some unification of control. 
The Mersey Power Co. and St. Helens affected the railways 
to some extent. The railway companies’ experience of St. 
Helens had been unfortunate. 'len years ago they asked St. 
Helens for a supply for their works at Earlstown, which was 
outside the boundary, and difficulties arose which could have 
been surmounted if St. Helens had so minded, but no supply 
was forthcoming. They applied again recently, but St. Helens 
said it had not the plant. The railway companies preferred 
that St. Helens should not be included in the area scheme. 

For Bootle, Mr. CLOTHIER said that scheme A did not 
commend itself to his clients, who claimed it as. their right 
and duty to maintain their own system of supply from their 
own undertaking. 

For the Mersey Docks and Harbour Board, Mr. STEWART- 
Brown said that the board objected to scheme B, because it 
split the area into two smaller districts. Their estate lay on 
both sides of the Mersey, and the acceptance of the Wirral 
scheme meant that they would be within the jurisdiction of 
two Joint Authorities, which, from their point of view, would 
be a deplorable and impracticable result. The board would 
like to see a representative of the commercial, as distinct from 
the industrial, interests, on the Joint Authority. 

Bebington U.D.C. favoured the large scheme (and handed 
in photographs and maps of their district), as also did the 
Formby Council. 

For the promoters of the Mersey and West Lancashire 
scheme, Mr. WooLL, in the concluding speech, referred to 
the Mersey Power Co. as the electrical Jack Horner, who 
having got two good plums wanted móre. It was for the 
Commissioners to say how far aggrandisement by a private 
company was to go, but he was bound to confess that the 
company's scheme was more ambitious than he contem plated. 
For scheme B there seemed a remarkable absence of support. 
It consisted only of the two promoting boroughs and thirty 
villages with a population of 19.000 people. The major scheme, 
on the other hand. had the support of the commercial and 
industrial communities on the north of the Mersey. His 
clients said that a new main capital station was essential, and 
it must be on the Lancashire side where the load was densest. 

Sir Jons SNELL, on behalf of the Commissioners, expressed 
their thanks to Mr. T. C. Wilson, chairman of the Conference 
of Local Committees, and Mr. H. Dickinson. the Liverpool 
electrical engineer, and Mr. E. W. Pierce, the deputy town 
clerk. for the efforts they had put forward in connection with 
the preparation of the scheme. 


(2 Se NEG UNEU EIER 
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bl 


Neon Lamps.—A recent paper in the Zeitschrift 
fiir technische Physik, abstracted by the Technical Review, 
describes neon arc lamps manufactured by the Studien-Gesell- 
schaft für Elektrische Leuchtröhren m. b. H. , 

Each lamp consists of a glass tube filled with neon at 
low pressure, and provided with two or more electrodes. The 
cathode consists of an alloy of the alkali metals and other 
metals. The alloy is solid, even when the lamp is burning. 
The lamp is designed for use with direct current at 220 volts; 
the current required is about 1 amp., a suitable resistance 
being introduced in the circuit. In order to strike the arc 
a vacuum interrupter is connected in parallel with the lamp, 
a small choking coil being inserted in the common portion 
of the circuit. An inductive impulse set up by the automatic 
action of the interrupter by means of a magnetic coil, causes 
a discharge through the lamp. The colour of the light given 
out by the lamp is red, and is therefore specially suitable 
for advertising, signalling, and medicinal purposes. The lamp 
uses about 4 watt per candle-power, and has the great 
advantage over other vapour lamps that it can be ht an put 
out very quickly (as often as 400 times a minute). 
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THE DEGASSING AND PURIFICATION 
OF BOILER FEED-WATER. 


By PAUT, KESTNER. 


(Abstract of paper read at a Joint Mceting of the INSTITUTION 
OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS with the SOCIETY OF CHEMICAL 
INDUSTRY.) 


THE author deals in this paper with the process of continuous 
blowing down used in coujunction with hot purihcation. Hot 
purification effects a thermal saving, and has the further ad- 
vantage of eliminating the gases dissolved in the feed-water, 
by the reduction in soiubility at high temperature. Ihe speed 
at which the reaction takes place in the purification of water 
by soda alone or lime and soda can be accelerated by heat, 
and the settlement of the precipitate can be hastened by agita- 
tion, the eftect of which is to cause accretion and increase 
of size of the particles. lf the agitation is caused by a stream 
of water carrying air with it the water becomes saturated 
with oxygen, and corrosion results. 

In water-softening processes generally rise of temperature 
ensures :— 

(a) Increased speed of reaction. 

(b) Reduced viscosity of the water. 

(c) The reduction ot the bicarbonates of the alkaline earths 
to carbonates. 

. (d) Reduced solubility of calcium sulphate and partial pre- 
cipitation without the use of reagents. 

Continuous Blow-down.—Whatever method of purification is 
employed, all the salts carried into the boiler py the teed- 
water become concentrated in it. In genera! some calcium 
carbonate remains in solution in the water, and when the 
concentration produced by evaporation becomes sutticiently 
high it is deposited on the walls of the boiier or in the tubes 
forming incrustation, which is harder the more slowly the 
deposit is made. In boilers generating steam very rapidly 
the deposits are also formed rapidly, and may accumulate in 
the tubes notwithstanding the violence of the circulation. 
The usual remedy is periodic blowing-ott from the lowest 
point in the boiler and, to be effective, a large quantity of 
water must be blown otf at each operation, even tnougu this 
should not form a large proportion of the boiler contents. 
The continuous blow-down aliows the calories to be saved by 
passing the blow-down water through a feed-water heater, 
the mud being deposited in a trap during the process, together 
with the salts that had been retained in solution owing to 
the high temperature of the liquid. ‘The only loss occurs in 
the actual removal of the mud and salts, which forms a rela- 
tively small quantity. The blow-down water freed from the 
impurities is then returned to the boiler. ‘his prevents the 
concentration of the soluble salts to an extent at which they 
would constitute à danger. 

The process of continuous blowing-down permits the con- 
tents of the boiler to be renewed frequently ; it eliminates mud 
before it has time to accumulate, and at the same time allows 
the use of soda for the reduction of the calcareous bicarbonates. 
The feed-water, therefore, contains sodium carbonate and 
bicarbonate; the latter is decomposed in the boiler into car- 
bonate, and the carbonate in its turn is dissociated in the 
presence of water with & reversible condition of equilibrium 
in functions of the initial concentration and the temperature, 


thus :— 
CO,Na, + H,O = 2 NaOH + CO, 


hydrolysis giving more caustic soda the higher the tempera- 
ture. With continuous blowing-down the water containing 


caustic soda and carbonate of soda is used to purify the make- 


up feed, the caustic soda reacting more rapidly on the calcium 
bicarbonate than would calcium oxide. It is of great import- 
ance, therefore, to combine purification by soda with the 
continuous blowing-down process. 

The author describes the ‘Kestner continuous blow-down 
apparatus, consisting of a steam separator, a central reservoir 
receiving the blow-down liquid, and an annular chamber sur- 
rounding this reservoir, from which it receives heat, and 
into which the purified blow-down water is decanted. The 
steam passes into a reheater in which it heats the feed. The 
heated feed mixes with the blow-down as it leaves the central 
chamber and then passes to the annular chamber in which 
precipitation and settlement take place. Soda is added through 
a water-meter in proportion to the make-up feed. Valves are 
provided for separating the mud. 

Central Stations Using Distilled Water.—The distilled water 
of industrial appliances differs greatly from that of the labora- 
tory. Owing to the rate of evaporation particles of water 
containing salts are carried over, so that the distilled water 
contains numerous soluble salts in small, but by no means 
negligible quantity, and in boilers using distilled water it 
becomes in time a fairly concentrated liquor. Boilers working 
with distilled water, therefore, require to be blown-down 
occasionally, but it is not necessary to remove a large amount 
of liquid, the amount being usually only one or two per cent.; 
the saline solution is replaced by distilled water. Even when 
an evaporator is used the continuous blowing-down method 
can be adopted, and this in conjnnction with degassing enables 
a complete closed water circuit to be arranged in a central 
station using distilled water. 


Corrosion and ite Causes.—Where distilled water is used 
there can be no doubt as to the cuuse. Oxidation of the plates 
can only be produced by oxygen dissolved in the feed-water 
and set free in the boiler, and the eflect is greater with 
intermittent working. The author discusses the theories of 
corrosion, and points out the need for degassing purified water 
also, and he explains that the critical concentration, at which 
maximum corrosion by salts is effected, must be exceeded 
after a few hours’ work in ordinary boilers. ‘The air dissolved 
in water contains roughly 33 per cent. of oxygen. 

Degassing.—Ihe elimination of the oxygen dissolved in water 
may be etiected either by physical or by chemical methods, 
or by both. Of the former the principal methods are: Agita- 
tion of the water, the action of temperature, and the action 
ot vacuum; these may be used separately or, in the majority 
of cases, in combination. Of chemical methods, the only one 
that is important is the action of highly oxidisable iron which 
absorbs the oxygen from the feed-water. As the result of 
much experiment the author has found that for this purpose 
manganese is @ catalytic agent of great importance, and a 
suitable manganese cast-iron has been found. 

When an iron degasser that had become completely rusted 
was left at rest, it was found after a day to have undergone 
a change, and from red rust to have become greenish-black, 
due to reduction of ferric hydrate under the influence of the 
iron. This has led to the invention of the Paris degasser, 
which works on the regeneration principle; in one form by 
means of two vessels containing iron turnings, through which 
flow takes place alternately, and in the other form in a single 
vessel with filters at each end and a valve arrangement for 
permitting the direction of flow to be altered. The amount 
of iron used in the apparatus is stated to vary from 1 to 3 
grammes per ton of water treated, and the amount so used 
corresponds to the weight of boiler-plate saved from destruc- 
tion. 

The suggestion of a water circuit closed from atmospheric 
contact is discussed, and the combination of a degasser with 
such a system is recommended as a means for preventing any 
harm due to access of oxygen from accidental causes. , 


NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS, 


AND PLANT. 


Readers are invited to submit particulars of new or improved 
devices and apparatus, which will be published tf considered of 
sufficient interest, 


A New House-lighting Set. 


A compact little house-lighting set has lately been put on 
the market by the ELECTRICAL CONSTRUCTION Co., Lrp., Wol- 
verhampton. It comprises a Villiers 24-h.p., two-stroke engine 
with flywheel magneto. of the type largely used on motor 
cycles, coupled to a two-pole, shunt-wound dynamo giving 
à kW at 25-30 volts continuously. Comprised with the set is 
a battery of 60 amp.-hours capacity at 25 volts, sufficient to 
run ten lamps for ten hours or five lamps for twenty hours, 
so that in a small country house it is only necessary to run 
the engine to charge the battery about twice a week. 


An Earthing Clip. 


A neat earthing clip has been brought to our notice by 
Mr. M. GorpsurrH, of 4, Florence Terrace, London, W. 6. It 
consists of a stout strip of tinned copper, perforated at 
intervals, and provided at one end with a U-shaped lug in 
which the earthing wire is laid; the wire passes under a 
triangular washer, and is gripped by & coppered bolt which 
passes through the strip. thus clamping the earth wire to 
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Fig. 1.—THr WINDMAN EanTHING CLIP. 


the strip and the strip round a water-pipe simultaneously. The 
washer being triangular, with one corner projecting into the 
mouth of the trough or lug. cannot rotate when the bolt is 
being tightened up. The strip is made in various sizes and 
thicknesses by the Windman-Goldsmith Corporation, Perth 
Amboy. N.J., U.S.A., which is seeking patent protection. 
Mr. Goldsmith is the U.K. representative of the makers. 


New Switch Plates. 


We have received from THe Isis ELECTRICAL Co., 57, Albert 
Road, Aston, Birmingham, two samples of some new switch 
plates which the firm is now turning out. These are very 
substantial articles of excellent finish and appearance. The 
firm states that it believes these to be tbe only diamond die 
engine-turned switch plates made." They are engraved in 
parallel straight lines. which besides adding to the appearance 
also minimise the bad effects of scratehes. Various metals 
and metal finishes are supplied. 
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Extra Voltage for Battery Charging. 


Mg. N. D. BLAODON PRHILLIPSs, A. M. I. E. E., of Dursley, 
Gloucestershire, writes :— . N MES 

In order to obtain the extra voltage from a generator, for 
giving the ©“ passing ' charge to a battery, without increasing 
the speed of the set, the arrangement shown in the diagrain 
(fig. 2) may prove useful. 

The windings 4 B and CD represent the two field coils of 
a shunt machine, and s a single pole switch, connected to 
tappings of the field coils at E and r. 
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Fic. 2.—A VOLTAGE RAISING DEVICE. 


For normal running the switch is kept closed, thus only 
the portions AE and CF of the coils are effective; for the 
gassing charge, then, the switch is opened, and the additional 
turns EB and F D are brought into use to get the higher 


voltage. 
A New Switch Plug. 


Messrs. ALBERT LEE & Co., LTD., 8 and 9, New Zealand 
Avenue, E.C. 1, have sent us for inspection a 10-amp. wall 
socket and two-pin plug insulated with a fire-proof material 
known as " Fiprallee." From exhaustive mechanical and 
electrical tests carried out at the National Physical Laboratory 
it would appear that, in many respects, the material is superior 
to porcelain; it is non-hygroscopic, acid-proof, and of high 
dielectric value. The wall socket and plug are of very solid 
construction, and all metal parts are effectively protected. 
The pins fit into bushes screwed into the terminals, which 
are moulded in the material, making a very safe contact. 
The construction of these plugs and sockets is such that they 
can carry 25 A without any risk. 


LEGAL. 


CLAIM FOR LIGHTING SET. 


AT Bishop's Stortford County Court, Mr. Philip H. Bedser 
sued Mr. Ernest E. Smith, proprietor of the local kinema, 
for the balance due for the supply and erection of a twin- 
cylinder lighting set—£76 19s. 2d. A counter-claim for £100 
for expenses incurred in putting the engine in order was 
entered by the defendant. 

It was stated by Mr. Smith's counsel that in 1918 his client 
contemplated substituting electric for gas lighting in his hall. 
and Mr. Bedser, after negotiations, offered to supply an engine 
in first-class running order, with a generator and battery, 
at a cost of £580. The set was installed, and from the begin- 
ning had been a source of trouble owing to frequent break- 
downs. The engine was defective, and after numerous repairs 
it broke down altogether. Mr. Bedser denied that the engine 
was defective. stating that he left it working satisfactorily. 
He admitted that the engine possibly could go wrong without 
this being due to incompetence in management. 

The case was adjourned finally until March .14th. 


BREACH OF APPRENTICESHIP DEED. 


AT Gloucester County Court on February 98th. Lionel Cadogan 
Mitchell, electrical engineer, claimed £10 damages from Samuel 
Johnson and his son, Henry Johnson, for an alleged breach of 
agreement relating to the apprenticeship of the younger de- 
fendant. 

PLAINTIFF stated that this defendant left his employ five 
months before the expiration of the terin of apprenticeship. 
and commenced work elsewhere. In addition to the claim, 
plaintiff sought an injunction to restrain Henry Johnson from 
committing a breach of the deed by being engaged with any 
other person in business as an electrical engineer within the 
City of Gloucester or a radius of six miles from the city, for 
five years after the expiration of the terms of the deed. The 
younger defendant, in his evidence, said that he became ap- 
prenticed to plaintiff when 164 years of age. He was called 
up for the Army, and joined the Royal Engineers. Upon his 
demobilisation, witness said, he did not agree to continue his 
apprenticeship, as he considered himself worth a journeyman's 
rate. Defendants’ counsel argued that the agreement was 
cancelled by virtue of the younger defendant's military service, 
. Upon the other hand, counsel for plaintiff claimed that the 
deed was not cancelled therebv. 

His Honour Judge ALAN MACPHERSON beld that plaintiff 


had failed on both claims; he decided, that the agreement was 
brought to a conclusion by Henry Johnson's joining the Army, 
and in the absence of a definite agreement te revive it the 
deed was dead. ‘The restrictions regarding employment after 
apprenticeship were held by the judge to be contrary to public 
policy. Judgment, with costs, was entered for defendants. 


P PRETORIA AND MUNICIPAL EMPLovES. © | 
A SERIOUS position was created in consequence of the judg- 
ment in the case of the Transvaal Property & Investment Co. 
v. the Pretoria Municipality. The applicants, the owners and 
lessees of certain premises, requested the installation of electric 
light. It appeared that during the construction of the pre- 
mises a dispute arose between the company and the Joint 
Board of Master Builders and the Builders’ Industrial Union, 
and as a result the work on the premises was ‘* blacklisted.” 
The municipal employés would do no work there in the way of 
inspection or connection until the disputes had been settled. 
In the opinion of the manager of the electric supply depart- 
ment, the employment of persons other than ‘municipal em- 
ployés would cause a strike, with the result that all the 
electrical services of the Council, including ‘tramways and 
lighting, would be stopped. mE 

Mr. Justice MasoN, in the course of his judgment, said the 
obligation on the municipality arose under the statute, and the 
rights of the inhabitants were governed by the statütory 
provision and legal constitution of the Municipal Corporation. 
The duty of the Court was to enforce the legal right of the 
individual against everyone, however- powerful or highly 
placed, and it had no discretion to refuse such an application 
as the present one for the enforcement of a plain legal right 
because difficulties might arise in the carrying: out ef its 
judgment. The Court was entitled to rely on citizens, whether 
in the service of the municipality or not, fulfilling their de 
clared and positive legal obligations. There would, therefore, 
be an order directing the respondent to connect or cause to be 
connected the electric light from the municipal supply to the 
applicants’ premises within ten davs, and thereafter to supply, 
subject to such charges and upon such conditions as had been 
lawfully fixed and subject to the installation being in accord- 
ance with the requirements.. The municipality must pay the 
costs of the application.—Cape Times. 9 2 

A WESTERN IRELAND ELECTRICITY COMPANY. 

AN application was made in the High Court of Ireland, before 
Mr. Justice Powell, by the Ballinrobe Electric & Woollen 
Company for power to enlarge its sphere of operations. 
The company; it was explained by counsel, was formed to 
supply electric. light to towns in Co. Mayo. und by special 
resolutions the shareholders now desired to engage in the 
manufacture of woollens and textile. | 

His LonbsHir said he would reserve his decision until an 
affidavit had been filed showing whether any creditors ob- 
Jeeted. 3 « s e 


| T THEFTS or ELECTRICITY. O | 
ON March 7th, the Clacton U.D.C. prosecuted. Charles R. 
Small, an engineer, for having diverted electricity from à 
meter circuit.. The clerk to the Council stated that defendant's 
house was supplied with .electricity through two separate 
meters, one for lighting and the other for heating- Upon 
an examination of the meters it was found that although the 
lighting meter appeared to be in order the heating meter had 
been tampered with. The connecting wires had been stripped 


. and crossed, thus short-circuiting the meter installation. De- 


fendant admitted twisting the wires, but .stated that he did 
not do it wilfully, but through ignorance. It was said that the 
loss sustained by the electricity department was probably under 
£2. After deliberation the magistrates fined defendant £5. 


Another case of this nature was brought -before the Stipen- 
diary Magistrate at Stoke-on-Trent on March llth. The Cor- 
poration prosecuted Alfred Phillips, of Hanley, for fraudulently 
preventing an electricity meter from registering the. quantity 
of electricity supplied by the Corporation; abstracting elec- 
tricity "" the property of the Corporation "; and causing to 
be laid certain wires or conductors to communicate with the 
Corporation’s mains without the consent of the Corporation. 
The defendant's mother was also summoned on these three 
charges, but the case against ber was dismissed on payment 
of court costs. Defendant pleaded guilty to all the charges. 
The Corporation's counsel stated that upon examining the 
defendant's premises, an inspector of mains found that wires 
had been taken from between the point of entry and the 
meter. A lamp had been connected to these wires. 
ordinary lighting energy was being registered by the meter. 
Upon a second visit the inspector. found that the lamp and 
its accessories had been removed, and a motor had taken its 
place. Defendant then denied knowledge of this, but ıt was 
evident that the defendant had guilty knowledge, as the con- 
nections made called for at least a reasonable knowledge of 
electrieal matters. Defendant's counsel said his client desired 
to.be frank. He was not an electrician; but when he found 
insufficient lighting in the cellar he decided to fix another 
lamp. He did this. but was not aware that the electricity 
being used was not passing through the meter. Later he 
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found this circumstance out, but continued to run the light, 
and he had also connected a motor for a little time. 


The magistrate regarded the case as a serious one, and : 


Imposed a fine of £10 and costs, making a total of £16 2s. 


— 


KEEN v. SLOCOCK. 


IN the Mayor's and City of London Court last week, before 
Mr. Registrar Wild, a claim was made by Herbert Edward 
Keen, trading as H. E. Keen, electrical engineer, Great Smith 
Street, Westminster, against Mr. H. L. Slocock, solicitor, Old 
Broad Street, E.C., for £5 for the hire of a motor lorry on 
May 26th. According to the plaintiff's case the defendant re- 
quired certain electrical fittings to be conveyed to a cottage at 
Marlow that he was fitting up with electricity, and it was 
arranged that the material should be sent by road by motor 
lorry. Accordingly a Studebaker motor lorry was hired at a 
price of £5, and the goods were conveyed to Marlow.. ‘The 
installation at the cottage had been carried out by the plaintilf, 
and there had been some compromise as to the price paid for 
the work, but the hire of the motor lorry was not included, 
and had not been paid. Mrs. Keen was called, and proved 
the arrangement being made for the hire of the lorry to 
convey the electrical material to Marlow, and that the amount 
for the hire was still due. The defendant said that the 
plaintiff had undertaken to carry. out the electrical installation 
in question in fourteen days provided the material was 
delivered at the place at once. "The railway people could not 
deliver, and as it was essential to have the material there at 
once he consented to the lorry taking it down. Had the elec- 
trical work been done in fourteen days he would have paid 
for the hire, but the work took seven weeks. The installa- 
tion too was faulty, and the matter had been referred to a 
firm of contractors, the whole matter as he understood being 
then settled. Now the question of the lorry had been brought 
up. The Registrar said the question of faulty installation 
had nothing to do with the present claim. If the defendant 
thought he had any grounds for complaint in respect of it he 
should have raised a counter-claim. There had been an agree- 
ment to pay £5 for particular work which had been done. 
There was no counter-claim, and the plaintiff was entitled to 
judgment, which was entered accordingly with costs, 


— 


WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION CASE. 


A casg under the Workmen's Compensation Act was heard 
at Marylebone County Court, on Monday, before Judge Sir 
Walworth H. Roberts, when John Childs, an electrical wire- 
man, claimed compensation against Mr. Ford, a turf accoun- 
mot of Notting Hill, for injuries received on November 8th 
ast. 

The evidence of applicant was that he was engaged to do 


some electric wiring in a house at 23, Pembridge Square, and: 


on the date in question, while at his work on a step ladder 
testing and repairing electric wires, the ladder slipped, and 
he fell, fracturing his left arm and dislocating his shoulder. 
Applicant was 60 years of age, and had been employed by 
the respondent at 1s. 9d. per hour, being subject to an hour's 
notice. He worked from eight o'clock in the morning till 
five in the evening, and one o'clock on Saturdays, his weekly 
earnings being £3 18s. 6d. Applicant only claimed 35s. for 
the period of his incapacity. as he had been working with the 
respondent only for about 15 davs when the accident occurred. 
A man named Skimmings had been employed under him, 
but to reduce expenses his employer dispensed with Skim— 
mings's services and engaged a lad in his place. During the 
previous twelve months applicant had been receiving an 
average weekly wage of £4. 

The JUDGE said that no answer to the claim having been 
filed a prima facie case had been made out. He found in 
favour of the applicant, allowing him £1 per week, with 75 
per cent. (additional war allowance), altogether 35s. per week. 


QUAIN v. SPINK.—CORRECTION. 

We regret to find that an error occurred in the report of this 
case appearing in the ELECTRICAL Review for March 4th. 
The defendant Spink had not entered a counter-claim for the 
balance of £15 wages, and judgment was not given for him 
for that amount. Our reporter based his inaccurate reference 
to this point on a statement appearing in defendant's affidavit 
fled in court. 


ees, 


Freemasonry.—The secretary of the Kelvin Lodge 
wishes to remind the members that owing to the Easter 
Holidays the next regular meeting will be held on Thursday, 
March 3list, and not on Friday, March 25th (Good Friday). 
The Albert Medal.— At a meeting of the Council of the 
Royal Society of Arts. held on Monday, the Chairman, Mr. 
Alan A. Campbell Swinton, E.R.S., presented the Albert 
Medal of the Societv to Prof. A. A. Michelson, For. Mem. 
R.S., awarded to him in 1920 for his optical inventions which 
have rendered possible the reproduction of accurate metric 
standards and have provided the means of carrying out 
measurements with a minute precision hitherto unobtainable. 


EXPORTS AND IMPORTS OF ELECTRICAL 
GOODS FOR FEBRUARY, 1921. 


A FALL occurred during February in the values of goods under 
the three heads —exports, imports, and re-exporte, This may have 
been due, in part, to the decline in certain prices, although, 
perhaps this is of too recent occurrence to have made its effect 
felt yet. The reduction in the export figure amounted to £223,703, 
or 12 per cent. ; importa fell by over 20 per cent. ; and re-exports 
were reduced in value to the extent of 15 per cent. In the case of 
the exports the reduction was evenly distributed among the 
Separate items, but there were big falls in the value of imported 
electrical machinery and goods (unenumerated). Increases occurred 
in the export of submarine cables, telegraph and telephone instru- 
ments, and glow lamps, in the import of insulated wire, glow 
lamps, and meters, and in the re-export of glow lamps and carbons, 


VALUES OP ELECTRICAL EXPORTS AND IMPORTS FOR 
FEBRUARY, 1921. 


Exports. Imports. Re-exports. 
Electrical goods and apparatus £220,244 92,904 £15,629 
(unenumerated) 
Insulated wire ... ue aoe 319,195 13,874 — 
Glow lam ps m ET ids 45,775 21,653 8,329 
Arc lamps and par e ose 2,421 4,432 20 
Batteries ... ise iss ias 13,950 11,859 31 
Meters iis vas sey a 30,953 26,696 4,080 
Carbons ..  . 0 0e 12,151 10,319 917 
Electrical machinery : — 
Railway and tramway motors ... 12,919 — — 
Other motors and generators 235,633 — — 
Electrical machinery  (unenu- 143,974 64,062 3,187 
merated) 
Switchboards (not telegraph or 9,506 952 40 
telephone) 
Telegraph and telephone cable 
and material :— 
Telegraph and telephone wire 162,151 9,669 114 
and cable (not submarine) 
Submarine telegraph and tele- 106,752 — — 
phone cable 
Telegraph and telephone instru- 150,703 25,877 882 


ments and apparatus 


Totals... . $1,516,327 £281,297 £433,229 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters received by us after 5 P.M, ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the following week. Correspondents should forward their oommuni- 
cations at the earliest possible moment, No letter oan be published 
unless we have the writer's name and address in our possession, . 


Wiring in Ferro-concrete Factories. 


The letters in your issues of February 25th and March 4th 
are of interest, especially the letter signed J. K. G., as 
I have had similar experience where the wires have resisted 
the flames although the copper sheathing showed signs of 
being heated to nearly melting point. l'or years past I have 
used Stannos wires buried in concrete buildings, and have 
yet to learn of a failure. 

In 1912 I buried several lengths of Stannos wire in various 
kinds of cements and plasters, on both d.c. and a.c. circuits, 
and after three years I cut away the cement and carefully 
examined the sheathing with a magnifying glass, and in no 
case was there any sign of destruction. The only alteration 
observable was in some cases a slight discoloration of the 
outer tinned surface, but in the case of the wire covered by 
Portland cement, even this was absent. and the surface came 
out as clean as on the day on which it was put in. 

Before 1912 and since I have laid wires in concrete, ordinary 
plaster, special plasters, and various floor compositions, and, 
as before stated, with complete success. There are a number 
of buildings constructed which will not permit ordinary steel 
tubes beneath the plaster without cutting into the base; this 
applies more particularly to those buildings where patent 
hard-surface plaster is used. very often not exceeding a quarter 
of an inch in thickness, and I know of no system better suited 
for such a building than the Stannos wire. It would be inter- 
esting to know of other contractors' experience in this matter, 
as the attempt to use steel conduits in buildings of this 
character not only brings about mechanical and costly dif- 
culties, but in very many cases leads to condensation troubles, 
which are entirely absent when sheathed wires are used. 

Having used Stannos wire continuously since 1909 for wiring 
many thousands of lights on the ordinary 2-wire system, and 
also with the outer sheathing as the return negative, and 
having done this without trouble of any kind, I have no 
hesitation in saving that it possesses more advantages than 
anv of the other known methods in use at the present time. 

I attribute this to the resisting properties of tinned copper, 
together with the fact that once the wire is placed in position 
it will be found as I have found it, the same after ten years’ 
use, namely, free from movement of any kind. 
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Owing to the protective qualities of Portland cement, I have 
for many years past, when burying wires under soft plaster, 
had them covered with Portland cement, which acts not only 
as a preservative, but is practically nail-proof. 

Rawlings Bros., Ltd., 
W. R. RAWLINGS, 
Managing Director. 


London. 
March llth, 1921. 


Your correspondent ''Inquirer " says C. T. S. cables strike 
him as being rather too unprotected for general use, although, 
of course, ideal for some classes of work. 

As an instance of damning with faint praise " this sen- 
tence will take some beating. But can Inquirer " give any 
instances of this inadequacy of protection? We will wager 
not! C.T.S. has reached its present state of popularity largely 
through its ability to protect. 

We can, however, tell him of at least one ferro-concrete job 
of 250 houses in Weaverhain, Cheshire, where C.T.S. is not 
considered rather too unprotected."' 

We venture to suggest to you, Sirs, that when you receive 
letters for publication containing paragraphs airily condemn- 
ing something or someone, under a nom de plume, you should, 
in fairness, do one of three things:— 

l. Get proof of the writer's assertions. 

2. Make hun publish his name and address. 

3. Submit the letter to the firm likely to be affected, to 
enable them to answer the libellous statements on the same 
page as the letter containing them. 

St. Helens Cable & Rubber Co., Ltd., 
J. H. C. Brookina. 

Warrington. 

March 14th, 1921. 


—— ——— — ͤ ä— 


Domestic Supply from 500- volt Generators. 

Replying to Inquirer.“ I would point out that his problem 
has been solved by Dettmar in the way mentioned by him. 
i.e., fixing another pair of auxiliary brushes between the 
existing brushes. As this brush will short-circuit two 
segments whenever it bridges the insulation between them, 
it is necessary that the coil thus short-circuited should be 
moving in & weak field. Dettmar arranged this by leaving a 
gap in the middle of the pole. 

With '' Inquirer's present machines the above woüld not 
be practicable, and therefore if he has not a battery it will be 
necessary to use the static balancer system. 

At least two rings will be required on the revolving part; 
and a connection must be made to two points in the winding 
or two segments. 

A choking coil must be connected to the two rings. For 
120 volts a 24 per cent. tap would be taken. For 150 volts a 
30 per cent. tap would be made. For 250 volts the wire 
would be taken from the middle point of the choking coil. 

These static balancers are sold by firms in this country. 

If the out-of-balance current for the 120-volt tap was limited 
to 50 amps., the output of the balancer would be 6 kW. To 
get a rough idea of the cost it would be necessary to know 
the r.p.m. of the generators, the number of poles, and the 
lower pressure und the maximum out-of-balance current. 

There will be a magnetising current in the choke of fre- 
quency r.p.m. X number of poles/120 cycles per second. 

The size of a static balancer is about one-half the size of a 
transformer of the same volt-amp. capacity. 

If Inquirer cares to get in touch with me directly, I 
shall be pleased to give him further information. I send my 
name and address herewith. 

T. W. R. 


March 14th, 1921. 


In reply to '' Inquirer " (March 4th) as to the practicability 
of obtaining & reduced pressure for domestic purposes by 
fitting another set of brushes between the existing brushes, 
this is extremely impracticable, in fact. impossible. Cer- 
tainly there is a point between the existing brushes where 
this desired low pressure would evidence itself on a voltmeter, 
but it cannot be utilised owing to the fact that the pressure 
between adjacent commutator segments at this point would 
be very considerable, and as these sections would be short- 
circuited as they came under the brushes, enormous local cur- 
rents would be set up, resulting in terrific sparking and 
flashing over, with the almost certain destruction of the in- 
sulation of the machine. . 

So far as I can judge, the only disadvantage of conversio 
to the 3-wire system at 250 volts between outers and neutral 
is the expense involved in reconstruction of the generating 
plant and rewiring for domestic supply. 

The alternative to conversion to the 3-wire system would 
be the installation of a motor-generator, the motor being 
wound for 500 volts, and the generator to give the desired low 
pressure for domestic work. 

This method, of course, would not be nearly so expensive 
as the entire reconstruction of the system to a 3-wire supply. 


K. 
March 7th, 1921. 


Lead-covered Wiring and Payment According to Ability. 


In your current issue, it is interesting to read communica- 
tions from two reuders, Bourgeois“ and Regular Reader; 
the former inquires, the latter replies. Quite a coincidence. 

Jo " Bourgeois." I would say that, given a lead- covered 
V. I. R. cable or wire of C. M. A. quality, with the standardised 
accessories, bonding clainps, earthing clips, &c., used in con- 
nection therewith. he has, so far as the goods are concerned, 
all that can be desired; in fact, properly installed under proper 
supervision, the system bids fair to rank as the ideal system 
for electrical installations for lighting. 

I, for one, can positively assert tliat it is not the particular 
system of wiring which makes for an efficient installation. 
passing all tests required by the supply authority, that is. 
examination of the work first, then an insulation test, to earth 
and between, wattage of the circuits, and the nature of the 
earth, but rather is it the quality of the labour handling 
the goods. This latter factor in installation work has become 
a positive danger. and is a source of considerable anxiety to 
any installation engineer upon whom the full responsibility 
falls for scamped work under floors, in roofs, and, in fact, 
anywhere where the handywork of the ‘‘ handyman elec- 
trician ' is doomed to be concealed from view. 

When you consider the extent to which the once specialised 
trade of electric wiring has drifted into the hands of 
plumbers, ironmongers, decorators, &c., all self-styled electrical 
and sanitary engineers, all ready at a push to enlist in their 
services men whose knowledge of the trade, in training and 
experience, 18 limited to the screwing of a pipe and tugging 
wires through, the majority shielded and protected against 
payment on merit," or, as Regular Reader advocates, 
on ability, by their unions, is it to be wondered at that in- 
quiries stop at inquiries, and that a tender has not been 
received from So and So for such and such a contract? 

I fear. Sir, in common with others whose ambition js to 
revive the trade with a sound job with a sound guarantee, 
the remedy of registration with the E.C.A. would be of little 
aval; would not the registration of the man be 
better? Is it not à trained man's due to enjoy the 
confidence of, and be paid better by. his employer. than 
some of the imitations who at the present time contaminate 
the industry, and yet are considered to be on the same footing 
and receive the same rate, simply because?—well, I'll leave 
the rest for a more able explanation. 

I do not know. but I am very much inclined to think. that 
your“ Regular Reader '' would support the contention : “ Sur- 
ue of the Fittest," and I wish him every success, and con- 
clude, 


March 14th, 1921. 


[Our correspondent appears implicitly to support the policv 
of registration of contractors by his remarks about '' self- 
stvled electrical and sanitary engineers °’; we agree that the 
wireman also should give proofs of his competence, but ought 
not that qualification to be guaranteed by his trade union? 
We may add that Survival of the Fittest” by no means 
uic Md connotes the survival of the best.—Eps. Errc. 
REv. 


Engineer Contractor. 


Payment According to Ability. 


Your correspondent, ' A Regular Reader," seems to have 
left out of his consideration altogether the human side. also 
the fact that quality counts as well as quantity. I should like 
to ask him what is to become of the man (possibly married 
and a father) who fails to pass the work test? I well remem- 
ber once failing to pass a test, but I was put on a course of 
instruction, and came second out of forty-two in the final 
exam., and highest aggregate for thirteen exams., proving 
from my own experience that the man who fails to pass a test 
is not necessarily a failure. Therefore I contend that before 
any concern institutes a system of work tests, it should be 
prepared to instruct those who fail, with a view to a second 
and possibly a third chance of passing. The suggestion that 
one-third of the average engineering factory's employés (fitters 
and turners) are not worth their keep, and further. that the 
other two-thirds adjust their output to the level of the lowest, 
is absurd. Everyone admits that there are wasters. but one- 
third is a gross exaggeration, and if all adjusted their output 
to the same level it would be impossible for anyone to pick 
out the waster or to show that there were wasters at all. 
Though it may sometimes be so, it is not an invariable rule 
that the man with fifteen years’ experience besides his an- 
prenticeship is worth more than the man just out of his 
time. At thirtv-six a man has lost some of the vouthful 
vigour and enthusiasm he possessed at twenty-one. Further, 
he is not so responsive to new ideas. The young man nearly. 
always has the advantage in technical knowledge. I once 
desired a simple explanation of power factor." | The ex- 
planations given in various books I got hold of being rather 
bevond me at that time, I asked my workmates. The older 
ones seemed to have no idea; the younger ones had ideas 
more or less vague, but were unable to express them. and 
finally I got my explanation from a fellow ‘apprentice. a lad 
of eighteen. I will give a little of my experience. to compare 
with your correspondent's. I have met these two to one 
men. I am a wireman. and on one well-remembered occasion 
worked alongside of another man who wired 41 lights to my 
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22, precisely identical jobs. The result was that I got the 
sack, the contractor telling me he had no use for drawing- 
room wiremen, which I took as a compliment. I never re- 
gretted it, and I never lost by it. I take a pride in my work, 
and contend that it is bad generally to sacrifice quality to 
quantity. Later I worked alongside of the same man for 
another contractor, but this time he got the sack for scamped 
work and making a mess of some two-way wiring. Who was 
the better man then? He was the elder. As to the causes 
of low production, these are many and complex. Fear of 
unemployment is one, lack of direct interest in the under- 
taking is another, uncongenial and unhealthy surroundings 
is another, monotonous repetition work is another. The fact 
that employers do not always take advantage of new and 


improved machinery is another, and s0 we might go on. For 


some the masters are to blame, for some the men. 

In conclusion, I would say to A Regular Reader that 
fifteen years' extra experience on a particular Job very often 
makes a man a more experienced dodger. 


Another Regular Reader. 
March 14th, 1921. 


Electric Radiators. 


Some time ago & discussion took place in the ELECTRICAL 
REviEW regarding the efficiency of radiators. It was then 
contended that radiators which allowed air to pass freely 
through were less efficient than radiators arranged so that air 
could not pass through. The first tvpe gives off its heat as 
hot air, which promptly goes to the ceiling. whereas the 
second type gives radiant heat, which warms the room more 
effectively. 

For some time past I have tried a radiator, for office heating, 
in which the heating coils are held in horizontal grooves, 
so that no air can circulate through them. My experience 
is that a 2-kW radiator of this type is more efficient, for actual 


BUSINESS 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.—Davip  SUCHOSTAWEB, I. 


First Avenue, Acton, Middlesex, engineer.— The adjourned public 
examination of this debtor was held recently at Brentford. It was 
that the debtor was a Russian subject who came to 
England in 1907. He commenced business, and stated that he had 
invented a mschine which would transform the propulsion powers 
of motor-cars. Debtor alleged that he had assigned a certain patent 
to a company. This patent was a device to collect the mechanical 
and electrical power and get them to act simultaneously. Dehtor 
stated that he had spent about £500 on machinery and experiments. 
The examination was adjourned to be closed. 
JoHN WILLIAM GLADWIN, electrical engineer, 81, Burcet Road, 
and 14, Meesbrook Park Road, Sheffleld.— The following are 
creditors herein :— 


Ashton, T. A., Ltd. 


Hattersley & ee T .. £32 
British Insulated and ‘Helsby 22 


Housley, Georg 


Cables, Ltd. .. ee «„ 290 Mechanical and. Electrical Engi- 
Carron Co. " «s 11 neering Co. ae 48 
Crammer & Cheshire ve ae 17 Oliver Typewriter Go., Ltd. oe 59 
Derbyshire, Alfred io oe 50 Pashley, Arthur. . 106 
Drake & Gorham .. Sa oa 36 Pass, Benjamin .. a 20 
Gl&dw n, Annie ; ab 48 Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. 2 16 
Hall, Bernard 150 — Sheffield Electric Bupply pert 12 
Hallamshire Electric Co., Ltd. 78 Smith & Sons 16 


ALBERT EDWARD DICKINSON, trading as the Groin: Electrical 
Oo., 157, Hunslet Road, Leeds. Electrical engineer and contractor. 
—The publio examination of this debtor was held on March 8th, 
at the Oounty Court House, Albion Place, Leeds. The statement 
of affairs showed liabilities 4514, against assets estimated to realise 
£79, leaving a deficiency of £435. Debtor attributed his position 

to want of capital and bad trade. He stated that when his petition 
was filed, the sheriff was in possession under an execution for £39. 
Debtor commenced business in partnership with another in April, 
1919. He sed stook worth £30, while his partner found 
about £285. The business was not a success, and in May, 1920, the 
partner went out of the business, debtor agreeing to repay the 
amount of his capital when he was able to do so, but none of it had 
been repaid. He had kept books of account, but it wasstated that 
they were not properly entered up.. He became aware of his 
position in May, 1920. The examination was closed. 

ALBERT LORD, electrical contractor, 33, Westgate, Burnley.— 
This publio examination took place at Burnley on March 10th. 
The liabilities were £977, and asseta £52. The cause of failure 
alleged by debtor was " heavy household expenses."  Debtor said 
he did not think the profits on the business were ever equal to his 
household expenses. He commenced without capital, and did 
small jobs at first, but later took a £565 contract, from which he 
allotted £250 to a Manchester firm for materials. He lost money 
on that work. That was one of the reasons for his insolvency. 
He denied selling off his stock quickly just prior to filing his 
petition. The examination was closed. 


Private Meeting.—A. Jay & Co., electrical engineers, 
48, Fenchurch Street, London, E.C.—A meeting of the creditors of 
the above was held recently, at the offices of Messrs. Poppleton, 
Appleby & Hawkins, 4, Charterhouse Square, E.O.. when a state- 
ment of affairs was presented which showed liabilities of £736 
due to trade creditors. The assets were estimated to produce £605, 


heating purposes, than a 3-kW one in which the wires are 
arranged so that the air circulates through them freely. 

These facts are slowly becoming known amongst radiator 
makers, but there are still large numbers of the bad and 
inefficient type being sold. These do a great deal to bring 
electrical radiators into disrepute. 

To get the best results out of radiators the wires should 
be run at a bright red heat. Apparently this can be managed 
satisfactorily with modern high quality resistance wires. 


Radiator. 
March 10th, 1921. : 


Mains Records. 


I desire to obtain information regarding up-to-date methods 
of keeping mains records, and wish to know whether any 
of your readers could put me on the track of obtaining it. I 
am chiefly interested in the upkeep of records for overhead 
transmission, h.t. and lt. networks, where numerous exten- 
sions and alterations are constantly being carried out. Any 


. information on the subject would be much appreciated. 


Colonial Inquirer. 
March 14th, 1921. 


Gas-heated Appliances. 


I venture to draw your attention to the large number of 
electrical manufacturers in this country who continue,to use 
gas-heated appliances in the manufacture of electrical parts. 
Strange to say, even small articles like soldering irons are in 
the majority of cases gas-heated. 

I suggest that this is a field where that very useful body, 
the E.D.A.. will find wide scope. Extremely useful mis- 
sionary work might be done, even among its own members. 


X. 
March 8th, 1921. 


NOTES. 


less £70 for preferential claims, leaving net assets of 4535, or a 


` deficiency of £201. 


Mr. O. Poppleton reported that the debtor commenced business 
in Fenchurch Street in May of last year, with a capital of 4800, 
which represented his savings. He expended £200 in fitting and 
decorating the shop. Theshop takings had only averaged some £46 
a month, while the rent had been £35 a month, but through having 
premises in Fenchurch Street a quantity of repair work had been 
obtained, and the turnover had been in the neighbourhood of £1,000. 
Since the commencement, £217 had been spent in wages. The 
deficiency in the statement of affairs was practically accounted for 
by the writing down of the assets, and the present position was 
attributed to the money expended in establishing the business, It 
was pointed out that since the commencement the takings had 
always been progressive. 

After discussing the position the creditors decided that a deed of 
assignment should be executed, with Mr. E. H. Hawkins as trustee, 
and that the debtor should be allowed to carry on the busine:s and 
& committee was appointed, consisting of representatives of the 
Ediswan Electric Co., the International Electric Co., and the 


Ever-Ready Co. 

The following are creditors :— . 
Watshams  .. ix Vs .. £15 Falk, Stadelmann & Co. .. . £48 
Welco, Ltd .. : "T .. 12 Siemens Bros., Ltd. 52 

. Edison & Swan & Co. . 210 


Wardle Engineering Co., Ltd. 18 18 
Asnew Lamp Co. 19 
pad Thomson-Houston Co., 


ss .. 180 
Ever Ready Co., Ltd. .. . 40 


Dissolution of Partnership:—Lucasse ELrcTRIC Co., 
electrical engineers, 314, Stoney Stanton Road, Coventry. — Mr. A. 
Eooleston, Mr. N. H. Copson, and Mr. C. W. Fairfaxhave dissolved 
partnership. Debts will be attended to by Mr. O. W. Fairfax, 
who will continue the business in his own name at 44, Sackville 
Street, Coventry. 


Trade Annonncements.— Messrs. W. D. CLOUGH, LTD., 
have recently opened premises at 185, Fordneuk Street, Bridgeton, 
Glasgow, equipped with plant for the business of automobile, 
electrical and mechanical engineers ; electrical repair, re-winding, . 
contracting and wiring work will be undertaken, and trade 
literature is wanted. 

Mr. J. 8. Dyas, of 68, Dawson Strest, Dublin, has been appointed 
representative in Ireland for Messrs, H. W. SMITH & Co. (1920), 
LTD. 

As from March 21st the registered address of the Twiss 
ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION, LTD., will be 39, Victoria Street, West- 
minster, 8.W. 1, larger offices having become necessary owing tor 
increased business. 

The London office of the HART MANUFACTURING Co. is now 
under the management of Mr, T. C. Meale, who has been with the 
company for the past 13 years. 

ELECTRICAL UTILITIES, LTD. are vacating their Victoria 
Street offices, and all communications should be addressed to the 
works at 1-3, Shelgate Road, Battertea Rite, 8.W. 11. 

MR. E. MITCHELL (hand-made ornamental ewitcbplates, &o.), has 
removed to larger premises at- 412A, Great Horton Eoad, Bradford. 


International Electric i Co, La. 88 
Helium Lamp Co. .. 18 
Metropolitan- Vickers, Ltd. .. DO 
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THE ESPERANTO LAMP Co. (managing director, Mr. F. L. 
Strawson) has been formed to carry on the lamp business of the 
London Factors and Agents, Ltd. The office address will be 38 and 
39, Parliament Street, London, S.W. 1. The general business of 
the Londan Factors and Agents, Ltd., is unaffected by the change. 


Company Liquidations. — Stots ELECTROPHONE Co. 
(1914), LTD.—A petition for the winding up has been presented to 
the High Court by Messrs. T. B. Browne, Ltd., of 163, Queen 
Victoria Street, E.C., and will be heard in London on March 22nd. 

SIMPLEX CONSTRUCTION Co., LTD.—A petition for the winding 
up of this company has been presented by Mr. J. Murray. of 11, 


Suffolk Street, Pall Mall, S.W., and will be heard by the High |. 


Court on March 22nd. 

ELECTRICAL INDUSTRIES, LTD.— The first meetings of the 
creditors and shareholders were held at the Carey Street Offices of 
the Board of Trade on March 9th, when Mr. Warley, Official 
Receiver, reported that after satisfying the preferential creditors 
and debenture-holder, there would only be a very small margin for 
distribution among the unsecured creditors. A resolution was 
passed for the liquidation to be left in the hands of the Official 
Receiver. 


Catalogues and Lists.—lIRoNcLAD SWITCHGEAR Co., 
LTD., Monton Lane, Eccles, Lancashire.—An illustrated and priced 
booklet of various types of ironclad switch and fuse gear. 

Messrs. BAKER & HYMAN, 11 and 13, Portland Crescent, 
Leeds.—Four illustrated and priced leaflets dealing respectively 
with an automatic scissors-type arc lamp, circular rheostats, 
scissors-type miniature arc-lamp outfit, and  standard-type 
rheostats. 

THE WALSALL HARDWARE MANUFACTURING Co., LTD., Able- 
well Street, Walsall.— The Grip "—a little magazine dealing with 
points in connection with grip conduits and fittings. 

Messrs. R. B. HAND & Co., LTD., 63, High Holborn, W.C.1.— 
A well-illustrated and detailed catalogue of portable electric 
machinery (flexible shaft drives) manufactured by the R. G. 
Haskins Oo., of Chicago, for which Messrs. Hand are sole agents in 
the British Isles, 

THE British THOMSON-HOUSTON Co, LTD., Mazia House, 
77, Upper Thames Street, E.O. 4.—Prioe-list No. 10,550—B 
(Section I), giving illustrated descriptions of applications of Eye- 
Eest " indirect lighting. 

Messrs. H. C. SLINGSBY, 142, 144, and 146, Old Street, E.C.— 


List No. 149, illustrating trucks, ladders, barrows, &c., and giving. 


full details. 

Messrs. THOMPSON & Co., 48, Watling Street, E.C. 4.—Pro- 
spectus No. 283 of the Société Genevoise d'Instruments de Physique, 
illustrating and describing '' Rex " single-phase meters. 

THE FALKIRK IRON Co, LTD., Falkirk.—A leaflet, illustrated in 
colour, describing the “ Falco " electric iron ; priced. 

THER GENERAL ELECTRIC Co., LTD., 67, Queen Victoria Street, 
E.O. 4.—Leaflet No. X 2,389, illustrating and describing Witton- 
M.L,” circuit-breakers of various types. Fully priced and detailed. 

Mssgs. E. P. ALLAM & Co., 107 — 109, Gray's Inn Road, 
London, W.O.1.—March stock-list of electric motors for sale or 
hire. 
Messrs. VICKERS-PETTERS, LTD., Ipswich Works, Ipswich.— 
A well-illustrated oatalogue (50 pp.) of Vickers-Petters semi-Diesel 
orude-oil stationary and marine engines, with numerous views of 
actual installations and illustrations of erecting shops, &o. Full 
details of the engines are given, and a description of a new electric 
starting device. 

 MESSRS. BABCOCK & WILcox, LTD., Oriel House, Farringdon 
Street, E.O. 4.— Liquid Fuel Burning for Marine and Land 
Boilers," an interesting brochure profusely illustrated by views of 
oil-firing installations. The advantages of the system are set forth 
as well as full descriptions of applications of the plant to various 
types of boilers. Also a list of the principal ports at which fuel 
oil may be obtained. 


Electrical Trade in South Africa.—According to the 
British and South African Erport Gazette, the installation of 
electric tramways is under consideration in many centres in South 
Africa, and the work might be considerably hastened by the enter- 
prising effort and advice of local firma holding agencies for British 
manufacturers of the plant required. Complete electric lighting 
plants, with a capacity ranging from 20 to 1,000 lamps, are being 
actively pushed with satisfactory results in all the East African 
markets. They include both British and American types. 


Proposed British Fair at Bukarest.—The Rumanian 
Press Bureau publishes the following statement: —“ The British 
Government has notified the Rumanian Government of its desire to 
hold a fair on a large scale at Bukarest, at which goods from 
Great Britain and the British Dominions would be exhibited, the 
object being to supply Rumania and the other States in the south 
of Europe with such goods. Negotiations on the subject between 
the two Governments will begin shortly."— Reuter’s Trade Service 
(Bukarest). 


^ Social Events.—About 120 members of the staff of the 
Osram-G.E.O. Lamp Works assembled at the Café Royal on the 
llth inst., under the chairmanship of Mr. C. Wilson, managing 
director, the occasion being the revival of the annual staff dinner, 
and a very enjoyable evening was spent. The speeches were 


oommendably brief and to the point; following the loyal toast, ' 


which was proposed by the chairman, Mr. W. F. Franks proposed 
zi The Firm," and, in the absence of Mr. H. Hirst, Mr. White 
replied. The chairman also replied, remarking that during the war 


, 


everyone had become slack, but in the last year or so, much improve- 
ment had been made ; in future they would all have to work harder 
than they had ever worked in their lives before; if they relaxed their 
efforts they might go under, but he was eure that if every man did 
his best, they would have nothing to fear. Their aim was to find 
out wnat other people were doing, and then try to go one point 
batter; the newly inaugurated research department had already 
done excellent work, but it was still young, and had a future 
before it. When it had had time to get into proper working stride 
it would prove of immense value to the whole of the G.E.C. 
undertakings, The rest of the evening was devoted to a pro- 
gramme of music and song (excellently arranged by Mr. F. Cole), 
Mr. Dion Lane's contributions being particularly appreciated. 
During the interval Mr. J. F. Jessop, in a few well-chosen words, 
proposed “The Chairman," the toast being drunk with musical 
honours, and after completing the musical programme, the com- 
pany dispersed after having spent & most enjoyable evening. 

The fourth social evening of the Fdiswan Bristol Staff and their 
friends was held at the company's showrooms on the 2nd inst. 

The annual staff dinner of Messrs. J. H. Holmes & Co.. New- 
castle-on- Tyne, was held on Wednesday evening, 9th inst., when a 
large gathering of the staff and branch office managers and agents 
from various offices in the United Kingdom were present. Mr. G. 
McCluskey, outside superintendent engineer, presided, and the 
following partners were present :—Messrs. Alfred Holmes, Ellwood 
Holmes, Stephen Holmes, and Oliver Holmes. The toast of the 
firm was proposed by Mr. T. Carter, chief engineer, and the 
amicable relations between the staff and the firm were emphasised. 
Mr. Alfred Holmes, the senior partner, when responding, said that 
he fully appreciated the loyalty of the staff and their efforts to 
make the business a success. A toast to the branch offices and 
agents was given by Mr. Stephen Holmes, and this was replied to 
by Mr. F. W. Varney, manager of the London branch. Mr. J. G. 
Adamson was responsible for the entertainment programme. 


Wages Dispute at Liverpool,—Trouble is developing 
between the Electrical Trades Union and the Post Office authori- 
ties over the work of re-wiring the Liverpool General Post Office. 
The Union contends that its members should receive the district 
rate of 28. 3d. per hour, but it is understood that the Post Office 
claims that this work should come under the schedule of rates 
paid by the Post Office Engineering Union. 


- Book  Notlces.—'' Hydro-Electric Survey of India: 
Second Report on the Water-Power Resources of Indis." By P. E. 
Bull and J. W. Meares. Pp. 123; 17 figs. + plates. Oalcntts: 
Superintendent, Government Printing Office. Price Rs. 1—6; or 
from Messrs. Constable & Co., London, or other agents for Indian 
Government publications.—This Report is referred to in our leading 
columns to-day. 

The Transactions of the South African Institute of Electrical 
Engineers.” Vol. XII, Part 1. January, 1921. 22 pp. Prios 24 
—This issue includes a report of the 12th annual general meeting, 
and gives a statement of income and expenditure for 1920 and the 
balance-sheet ; also discussions on two papers: — Notes on Small 
Suction Gas Plants, and Power Requirements of Rolling Mills.” 


Combines of Japanese Electrical Companies. Tokio 
willin future be a field of keen competition among several com- 
panies for the supply of electric power and lighting. In addition 
to the fairly numerous existing companies the Keihin Eleotric 
Power Co., the Kanto Water Power Electrio Co. and the Gumma 
Electric Power Co. are now being organised. The combined 
supplying capacity of these, and the companies already in 
existence will soon far exceed the demand for the entire city and 
neighbourhood, and the question of regulating supply and demand 
is being considered by the respective companies as a matter of 
grave importance. It is probable that some companies will 
eventually combine in order to avoid competition. The Tokio 
Electric Light Co. which amalgamated with the Nippon Electric 
Light Co. some time ago, recenty amalgamated with the Tone 
Water Power Electric Co. The company is about to amal- 
gamate with the Tone Electric Power Co., the negotiations 
for the combine having now been concluded. By this tombine 
the Tokio Electric Light Co. will possess the supplying power of 
the two companies. In addition, the Tokio Electric Light Co. 
being a large shareholder in the Shinetsu Electric Power Co. 
controls a large supply of electricity from this source. The 
Shinetsu Electric Power Co. has recently amalgamated with the 
Nakatsugawa Water Power Co. which will shortly begin its power 
house operations, consequently the supplying capacity of the 
Shinetsu Co. is expected to increase considerably in the near 
future. In these circumstances the Tokio Electric Light Co. 
possesses & paramount position in the supply of electricity in 
Tokio and the neighbourhood. 

A combine of companies in Kyushu is being planned, but details 
are as yet unavailable. It is conjectured that the Kyushu Hydro- 
Electric Co. (capital 35,000,000 yen), the Kyushu Electric Light 
Co. (capital 18.000.000 yen), and the Kyushee Electric Tramway 
Co. (capital 16,000 yen), will be amalgamated, and that ulti- 
mately the smaller concerns will be merged into the combination. 
—Heuter's Trade Service (Tokio). 


Copper and Lead Prices.—Mxssms. F. Smitu & Co. 
report March 16th :—Copper (electrolytic) bars, £71, 208, decrease 
d:tto sheets, no change; ditto wire rods, £87, £1 decrease ditto 
h.c. wire, 114d., jd. decrease. 

Messrs, JAMES & SHAKESPEARE report March 16th :— op per 
bars (best selected) sheets and rod, £114, 40s. decrease ; Engl 
pig lead, £20 10s., 208. inorease on last week's quotation. 
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The Scottish Electricians’ Strike, —4^ statement issued 
by the Electrical Contrac'ora' Association with reference to the 
dispute with the employés respecting wages, explains that at & 
conference the employers intimated that, on account of the state 
Of trade, they found it necessary to stand fast to their notice 
regarding a reduction of wages, as their experience was that the 
public considered the cost of installation work too high, and corse- 
quently work could not be obtained at the existing rates to afford 
employment to the large majority of men in the trade. Shop 
notices for the reduction of wages to 2s. per hour for the first full 
pay in March were posted. The Union requested a further con- 
ference on the matter, and this conference was held on 4th inst., 
when no agreement was come to. 

The Perth branch of the Electrical Trades Union has announced 
that it is prepared to supply direct labour to undertake all 
branches of electrical work, including armature winding. 
Estimates are given free. Those requiring such labour have been 
asked to apply tothe Strike Secretary. 


Kinematograph Electricians, — Representatives of the 
Electrical Trades Union and members of the Devon and Cornwall 
Branch of the Cinema Exhibitors“ Asscciation recently met in 
conference at Plymouth to open negotiations with regard to a 
card for kinema operators. The question of wages was one of 
the outstanding subjects discussed, a claim being made by the 
Union for £5 58. a week for operators in Class A houses. The 
exhibitors opposed on the ground that it was in exce:s of the 
ordinary Union rate forelectricians in the district namely, 28. ld, 
an hour, which for a week of 48 hours made a waze of £5. 

It was proposed with reference to Class B” houses that chief 
operators should have £4 108, a week, and that the assistant should 
te a non-technical assistant. 

A discussion arose regarding the qualifications of operators and 
the training of apprentices. Mr. W. J. Corse, a kinema proprietor, 
and the head of an important electrical business in Plymouth and 
elsewhere, pointed out that many of the operators were not elec- 
tricians. He worked for practically all the exhibitors in the 
district, and he had seen some of the best machines put into houses 
" mucked up by inefficient operators within a week. Mr. F. J. 
Martin, for the Electrical Trades Union, retorted that exhibitors 
could not expect efficient men unless they paid firat-class wages. 
Mr. Corse replied that as they paid at the rate of 28. 1d. an hour, 
which was first-class wages for the district, they were entitled to 
expect firat-class work. 

Mr. Mont Gilpin (Chairman of the Exhibitors) said he was in 
favour of Union wages and Unions; but, on the other hand, he 
insisted that if they paid the Uniou rates for men, they must have 
efficiency. Very often it happenel that men who became assistant 
operators started with no training except such as they got in the 
kinemas. As soon as these assistants turned the handle and threw 
a picture on the screen—no matter the quality of the picture— 
they immediately claimed to b» first c ass oper a ors. 

It was ultimately decided that “apprentice operator should be 
substituted for non-techn'cil assistant. It had been proposed 
that the non-technical assistant shou'd be paid 358. a week, but 
under the new agreement the apprentices are to be paid on a acale 
commencing at 15s., and rising by 5s. each six months for three 
years. 


Earlier Posting of Commercial Correspondence. — Repre- 
sentations have recently been made to the London Chamber of 
Commerce both by the Controller of the London Postal Service and 
by the Union of Post Office Workers with regard tothe extra pressure 
and risk of delay in the transmission of postal matter caused by 
the accumulation of correspondence in business houses for posting 
late in the day. The president and chairman of the London 
Chamber has issued a communication to members suggesting after 
having male independent inquiry into all the circumstances, 8) far 
as practicable, endeavours should be made :— 


(1) To post letters as soon as they are ready at intervals during 
the day. 

(2) To arrange for the posting of as much matter a3 possible at 
lunch time each day. 

(3) To post, especially, printed matter, statements, invoices, Xc. 
(i. e., matter coming within the 4d. rate), before 3 p m., wherever 
10 ;sible. 

(4) To dispatch other bulk matter (e.g., imitation typewritten 
circulars) in the same way. 

(5) To reserve for the late afternoon and evening collections only 
those letters which cannot be posted earlier. 

(6) To avail themselves more largely of the facilities afforded by 
private posting boxes under arrangement with the postal 
authoritics. 


Union of Manufacturers of Electrical Material in Spain. 
A union of manufacturers of electrical material has been formed, 
with headquarters at Barcelona, for the purpose of defending the 
interests and furthering the development of the industry in Spain. 
The name of the union is Agrupacion de Constructores de Materiél 
Eléctrico de Espano, and the President of the Co! neil is Don J, 
de Guiilén Garcia.— /ieuter's Trade Service (Madrid). 


The Leipzig Falr.—The commercial prosperity of Ger- 
many was strikingly shown at the Leipzig Fair. The display of 
machinery, textiles, porcelain, and other products of German 
manufacture gave magnificent resulta, The first day's sales sur- 
passed all expectations. There were 90,000 buyers, among them 
thousands of foreigners, including 500 from the Balkans, 8 000 
from Czecho- Slovakia, and 300 from the United States and 
England.—Daily Mail. 


French Lamp Combination.—It is stated that the 
Compagnie Thomson- Houston and the Compagnie Générale 
d'Electricité have decided to transfer their various lamp factories 
to & new French company which is to be formed with the 
co-operation of the General Electric Co., of New York. The two 
ERU companies will possess a large interest in the new under- 
taking. 


Compulsory Trade Unionism.—Fulham Borough Council 
Electricity and Lighting Committee recommends that all employés 
under the full control of the Committee be required to be members of 
a recognised Trade Union, and that it be a condition of employment 
that a person not already a member of a Tra le Union at the time of 
engagement in or about the Fulham electricity works shall join a 
recognised Trade Union within a fortnight of such engagement. 


Forelga Trade.—Fesruary Fiaures.—The following 
are the values of imports and exporta of electrical goods and 
machinery in February :— 


February, 2 months, 1920. 
1921. Ino, or dec. Inc. or dec. 

IMPORTS, £ & & 
Electrical goods, &o. 217,235 + 118,529 + 283,303 
Machinery ... coe 1,256,862 — 126,567 — 80,628 
Electrical machinery 64,062 — 25, 258 — 23,258 

EXPORTS. i 
Electrical goods, &o. 1,123,801 + 494,554 -+ 1,099,058 
Machinery ... .. 60,397,929 4-3,651.692 4- 7,981,691 
Electrical machinery 392, 526 + 259,800 + 631,006 

RE-EX PORTS, 
Electrical goods, &o. 30,042 + 22,166 + 41,062 
Machinery ... bie 94,703 — 9,672 + 42,838 
Electrical machinery 3,187 + 1,265 + 17,945 


Subsidy v. Unemployment Dole.—A novel proposal is 
made with a view to restoring the Welsh steel trade, and enabling 
it to regain foreign markets. Mr. Llewellyn Carter, general 
secretary of the South Wales section of the National Federation of 
Blast Furnacemen, has sent a letter to all the Welsh employers 
urging that steps be immediately taken to obtain Government aid 
for the iron and steel industry in the task of recapturing lost 
trade. He proposes that the Government be asked to enable the 
employers to accept any orders going by providing the difference 
between the cost of production and the international selling price, 
this form of temporary subsidy to displace the unemployment dole 
to the men. Subsidies do not represent the best form of encouraging 
trade, but as an alternative to unemployment pay they are worth 
discussion.— Machinery Market, 


Demand for Machinery in Chinma.—Electrical engi- 
neering in China, which since the Armistice has shown signs of 
considerable development, is at present experiencing a spell of 
stagnation, says the .Vorth China Daily News, owing to the 
recent, drops in exchange. While the cost of machinery is 
about 225 per cent. above pre-war figures, it is only recently that 
the purchaser in China has suffered from this advance, but to-day, 
with exchange as low as it is, prices show an inorease of some- 
thing like 100 iper cent. in taels. The result is that schemes 
which were in contemplation, and which would have meant large 
orders for the electiical engineering works of Great Britain and 
America, show a very strong tendency to remain in abeyance. 
There is little doubt that but for the drop in exchange, many of 
these schemes would have reached a concrete stage. In the case of 
a great many Chinese undertakings the plant is in urgent need of 
extension, and not only had these extensioh achemes been avproved, 
but inquiry for the necessary machinery was afoot. At the same 
time, projects for entirely new undertakings had been formulated 
and the capital promised. At the more favourable rates of exchange 
this capital was perfectly adequate for the acquisition of the 
required plant, but to-day it is no longer so. As a consequence, 
many promising schemes appear to have been dropped, even 
though in some cases the machinery is urgently needed. It is 
impossible to say what will be the policy of these concerns. 
Up-country correspondents from time to time have had occasion to 
comment, for instance, upon the bad quality of electric light 
supplies by local companies, and while this is, doubtless, largely 
due to inefficient management and the indifferent care given to 
machinery, a certain amount is to be debited to overloading. It is 
to be feared that some such policy may be continued in the mean- 
time, in view of the high cost of plant, but it is none the less 
o:rtain that this will be only a temporary expedient, and that 
sooner or later a great number of Chinese concerns must come into 
the market for machinery. Just now it is impossible to say how 
long they can hold off. but apparently a first essential to their 
coming in will be a realisation of the fact that their undertakings 
will have to be capitalised on a more generous scale than they. had 
previously prepared for. A 

One feature of engineering which promises to play a prominent 
part in the future is the suction gas plant. A question which 
has agitated the Chinese mind considerably is the relative cheapness 
of coal and of oil as fuel. And here the fact that coal is to be 
obtained locally, which means that its price is not subject to the 
vagaries of exchange, is a point which has received a good deal of 
attention on the part of the Chinese. In the circumstances, the 
presence of anthracite seems likely to operate in favour of the 
suction gas plant, the installation of which has already taken 
place in some cases on a comparatively large scale.— Heuter's Trade 
Service (Shanghai). 
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Faraday House Testing Laboratorles.— During the 32 
years of its existence the services of Faraday House (the Electrical 
Standardising, Testing, and Training Institution, Ltd., 66, South- 
ampton Row, W. O. 1) as a testing institution have been 
utilised by many more engineers and others than it is convenient 
to recall. The scope of the work embraces everything that is 
supplied by the electrical and associated industries, and anyone can 
ascertain rapidly, for a reasonable fee, whether the machinery, 
apparatus, or materials he uses are falfilling their requisite 
functions. Moreover, the testing department is kept separate from 
the other branch of the Institution's work; a special staff is 
engaged, and as the Institution does not engage in trade, it will be 
appreciated that it occupies a perfectly independent position. 
Faraday House undertakes, inter alia, electrical, mechanical. 
chemical, photometric, &c., tests ; mathematical calculations and 
investigations are also made in connection with electrical 
machinery and apparatus, and the laboratories are frequently 
requested to make tests upon samples by manufacturers or their 
customers, A wide range of instruments may be hired, or a 
private workshop rented; advice and assistance is given to 
inventors, and arrangements can be made for the exhibition of 
their apparatus or models. Investigations into, and reports upon, 
inventions and electrical appliances are made, and the laboratories 
are connected with the public electricity supply mains, from which 
a constant supply of both d.c. and a.c. at high and low pressures is 
available; a special set has been installed to supply either 
single, two, or three-phase energy with a wide range of frequency. 


Electrical Goods in South Africa.—In its issue for 
February 19th, the South African Mining and Engineering 
Journal stated that dealers reported a livelier state of things, and 
expected within a month to be very busy, Everybody seemed to 
be much more cheerful, and a more hopeful feeling was existent 
as to the future. Asa result of the elections and the settlement 
of the labour unrest, many more orders were coming in from the 
country and other parts of the Union than had been the case for a 
long while. Prices remained unaltered. Materials were coming in 
: freely, and all lines were well stocked. ‘“ ‘Altogether, one gathered 
the impression that there was now more spirit, more go, in the 
electrical wares business than has been noticed for some montus 
past.“ . 


Exhibition at Gothenburg.—An exhibition is being 
arranged in Gothenburg, to take place in 1923,in which many 
arts and industries will find a place. The main object of the 
exhibition is to illustrate the development of Swedish industry 
during the past 300 years. Iron and steel products will play a 
large part in the show. 


For Sale,— Glasgow Corporation Tramways Department 
has for disposal 20 G.E. 52-type 25-h. p. traction motors, and 
18 B 13 oontrollers, with various spares. By direction of the 
Disposal Board, Messrs. A. T. & E A. Crow will offer by auction 
on April 7th, at Lemington-on-Tyne, machinery, tools, electric 
plant, motors, &o. The Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway Oo. 
have for sale one Yates & Thom compound-vertical engine direct 
coupled to a 750-kW Dick-Kerr generator, complete with con- 
oe piant, &o. For particulars, see our advertisement pages 
to-day. 

Halifax Corporation Electricity Department invites offers for 
two Babcock and Wiloox water-tube boilers. 

Beckenham Urban District Council Electricity Department has 
for : ve one 120-kW Belliss-Fowler single-phase alternator and 
exciter, 


LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES, 


Aberystwyth.— SALE or UwpERTAKING.—The Town 
Council has agreed, subject to the satisfaction of the Electricity 
Commissioners as to the position, financially and otherwise, of 
British Properties, Ltd., to the assignment to this company of the 
undertaking of the Chiswick Electricity Supply Corporation, Ltd. 


Barnes.,— PROGRESS oF ExTENSIONS.—Contracta to the 
value of £56,069 bave been placed by the Urban District Council. 
The engine room and switch room are nearly completed, and it is 
hoped to commence the erection of the new generators shortly. 
The boiler and economiser foundations bave been completed, and 
the boiler makers will soon commence erection. Practically the 
whole of the coal storage and handling plant has been delivered. 


Barrow. — Mains Extensions, &c.— At the Town 
Council meeting on March 7th, considerable mains extensions were 
approved. The recommendation to share a cost of £500 as expenses 
of the joint committee of the proposed Furness, South Cumberland, 
and Lancaster area electricity committees was approved, the 
amount being divided between the different authorities in proportion 
to their rateable values and populations. The meeting approved 
the recommendation of the General Purposes Committee that the 
Council retain its membership of the Incorporated Municipal Eleo- 
trical Association, but decline to be governed by the Association 
with regard to the salaries of the staff. Approval was also given 
to the setting up of a works joint committee as soon as possible for 
the electricity works undertaking, and the town clerk and the borough 
electrical engineer are to prepare and submit a draft constitution 
of this committee. With regard to electricity works extensions, 


the committee reporte] that the engineer had written to Mess, 
Vickers with reference to their power house at Barrow Island, and 
had not prooeeded with the Backbarrow scheme. 


Bexley. Revision or TERMS EEFUSED.—The Urban 
District Council has been endeavouring t> obtain a revision of the 
agreement under which electricity is supplied in bulk to the Foot 
Oray Eleotrio Supply Co., but the latter has replied that it cannot 
agree to the Council's proposals, and asks for terme under which 
the Council would be prepared to supply it in bulk up to 1935 
The engineer advises the Council not to enter into such an agree- 
ment, and the entire matter has been referred to the clerk for 
advice. At present the supply to the Foots Oray Oo. is maintained 
at a loss. 


Blackpool.—Nxw SuPPLIES.— The electricity depart- 
ment has sufficient service work to keep it busy for three month 
ahead, and it has been decided not to accept, for the present, 
applications for supply which involve extensions of mains, or 
where a supply of gas is already available. 


Bo'ness. — BULK  SuPPLY.— To meet the growing 
demands upon the electricity works, the Town Council hau 
arranged for a bulk supply to be obtained under agreement with 
the Scottish Central Supply Oo., subject to the approval of the 
Electricity Commissioners, who are to be asked to sanction an 
expenditure of £20,000 for converting plant. 


Bradford.—DrREor LABOUB Decision.—At a City 
Council meeting it was decided that the work of wiring the Cor 
poration houses being erected by direct labour should bs carried 
out by properly authorised wiring contractors and not by direct 
labour. Mr. Longley said the 50 electrical wiring contractors in 
Bradford worked in very harmonious relationship with the elec 
tricity department, and there was an honourable agreement thst, 
provided they did not form a ring to keep up prices, the department 
would not enter into competition with them in trade He 
suggested also that the Corporation could not wire houses at the 
prices at which contractors in the trade could do it. He mentioned 
that the necessity for this motion arose out of the behaviour of 
direct-labour, general workmen at the Bradford Moor housing site 
who threatened to strike when a private firm, by contract, sent it 
men to do wiring. The Trade Union leaders had had to interven 
to prevent a strike. Alderman Barber, secretary of the Trades and 
Labour Council, protested against what he termed the spirit of the 
resolution, and said it gave preference to certain sections of the 
community. 


Brandon. — STREET LiGHTING. — The Urban District 
Council has received a communication from the County of Durham 
Electrical Power Distribution Oo. stating that, as so many con · 
tingencies might arise which would have to be provided for, it 
would be an extremely difficult matter to quote a definite price 
for converting the present system of street lighting to electric 
lighting. It was of opinion, however, that the work could de 
carried out at a cost of between £2,000 to £3,000. 


Burton-on-Trent. — New — PLANT.— After considering 
the purchase of a second-hand 2,000-kW set, or alternatively a new 
5,000-kW set, the Electricity Committee has decided to recommend 
the latter. This will involve alterations to the station and switch 
house. The total cost is estimated at £50,930. 

has received & 


Continental. — Sra. — The King 
deputation which presented to him in the name of the Instituto de 
Ingenieros Civiles and the first Congress Nacional de Ingeneria s 
project for the construction of a national system of distribution of 
electrical energy prepared by the most eminent technical experts 
in Spain. It is proposed to contruct a great system oovering the 
whole of the country, the total length of the lines being some 
6,500 km. The direction of the lines would be determined by the 
principal rivers, the great railway lines, in order to facilitate their 
eventual electrification, and the most important power producing 
and consuming centres. In this system would be incorporated 
power derived from water falls and central stations, and the latter 
could use in situ the.coal of inferior quality so abundant in the 
country. Every consumer will be able to find power up to 
50,000 kW within a distance of 80 km. The cost of the scheme 
is reckoned at about 200 million pesetas, which is not a high 
figure if it is borne in mind that power would be available at 
practically any point in the country at a price less, perhaps, than 
tive centimos per kWh.— Reuter's Trade Service (Madrid). 

FRANCE.—M. Millerand, President of the Republic, has made 
his first official journey through France in connection with the 
great scheme of harnessing the Rhône. He was accompanied by 
experts from the departments through which the Rhóne flows, and 
the gigantic project was explained to him by means of plans. 
Speaking at Lyons on March 13th, he expreased the hope that the 
scheme would contribute in a striking manner to the renaissance of 
France. This is a tremendous work, and includes the harnessing 
of the Rhone from the Swiss frontier to the sea, and, when oom- 
pleted, and electrical power is distributed, navigation developed, and 
huge tracts of land irrigated, it is prophesied that France will have 
a national equipment which will compensate her for her economie 
disasters in the war. It is computed that her waterfalls will be 
able to develop 9,000,000 h.p., the basin of the Rhónealone furnish- 
ing 1,700,000, of which 800,000 can be utilised. The undertaking 
is divided into six sections, and the work, which will begin 2 
1924, will last six years at most. The coat is put at 2,200,000,000 fr. 
(about £88,000.000 at normal exchange). Seventeen power stations 
are planned, and the energy they will produce will be equivalent to 
that obtained from 6,000,000 tons of coal. From the agricultural 
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point of view over 400,000 acres of land will be put ander culti- 
vation, irrigated, and cleaned, and by the system of harnessing the 
river it will be possible to begin intensive navigation on the upper 
reaches, and between Lyons and Arles, thus creating a wide water- 


way which, with the Rhine, will connect the Mediterranean and 


the North Sea, Financial experts have pointed out that the 
annual expenses will exoeed by several million franos the receipta, 
but, on the other hand, it is argued that the indirect advantage to 
the communes and to the State will make up for the deficit. The 
State, the towns interested, and certain companies whioh have 
obtained concessions will subscribe to the scheme, the State 
guaranteeing the interest on the money, &ud eventually partici- 
peting in the profits The Swiss Government has given its 
approval to the project.— Daily Telegraph. 

ITALY.—The plans have been prepared for the development of 
the waterfalls on the Upper Avisio and the Noce, in the Trentino, 
which will benefit Malé and the whole of the Valle del Sole. The 
water gathered by special plant installed at Peio and Cogolo will be 
impounded in a large reservoir constructed at Pian di Palu, aud 
that drawn by a special plant situated at Pelizzano and at Malé 
will be stored in a second great reservair at Pelizzano and Mezzana. 
Whole fields, meadows, and woods will be displaced to make room 
for these two storage lakes. An idea of the extent of the works 
may be obtained from the fact that the Pian di Pala reservoir will 
have a volume of 38,000,000 cb. metres and an area of 900,000 square 
metres. It is estimated that the scheme will yield from 150,000 to 
180,000 h.p. of electrical energy. 

CzEOHO.SLOVAKIA.—A Bill introduced into the Parliament of 
the Czechoslovak Republic proposing to tax hydro-electric under- 
takings has called forth the liveliest opposition from owners of 
these undertakings. Publio meetings have been held, and a 
memorial has been forwarded to the Government. The introduc- 
tion of such a tax, the memorialists declare, is most harmful, 
particularly at a time when, owing to thecoal famine, the develop- 
ment of the country's water resouroes is most urgently required in 
the interest of national welfare. The amount of the proposed 
tax cannot be justified, and its effect will be injurious to the many 
struggling industries of the country. fhould the tax be persisted 
in, the memorial asks for a drastic revision of its amount of 
incidence by an officia] Commission to be appointed for the purpose. 
The Government's proposal was a flat rate of 10 heller per h.p., 
and the memorialists submit the following modifications :— 
(1) Total remission of the tax in the case of saw and paper mills, 
&o., where its imposition would mean the stoppage of such under- 
tekings ; (2) a tax of J heller on undertakings with extraordinarily 
high foundation and working costs; (3) a tax of 1 for under- 
takings with more thau normal building and working coets; 
_ (4) a tax of 1 heller per h.p. on undertakings with normal building 

and working coste, Certain other stipulations are also put 
forward.— Ty ua. 


Dundalk,—Loan. — The manager of the electricity 
department reported to his Committee that a further loan of 
£2,000 would be required to meet the liabilities due in respeot of 


new cable and services, & new cooling tower, &c. The Urban 


Council approved of the recommendation. 


East Atrica.—DAB-E8-SALAAM,—Progress is being made 
with Dar- es-Salaam's eleotric lighting scheme, which includes 
the completion of a large new power station and the relaying of the 
main supply lines with necessary feeders and network boxes to 
facilitate testing and maintenance.—Jritish and South African 
Export Gazette. í 


Electricity District. — NoRTH-EASr  MIDLANDA.— The 
Electricity Commissioners give notice that they have further 
extended the time within which objections and representations in 
connection with the above-named district may be made from the 
last day of this month to June 30th, 1921, 


Falmouth.—Burk SUPPLY NxcoTrATIONS.—The Town 
Council has deoided not to transfer its electrio lighting powers to 
Messrs, Herd & Smith, Ltd. The Council is negotiating with the 
Cornwall Electrio Power Co. for a bulk supply. 


India. —EXxTensions AT PONDICHERRY.—H.M. Consul 
at Pondicherry (Captain H. G. Tranchell) has informed the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade that the sum of 65,000 rupees has been 
voted by the Conseil Général of that place for repairs and new 
machinery in the municipal electricity works. H.M. Consul states 
that probably most of the equipment wil be obtained from 
Madras or Bombey. 


Japam.—SEzwI-OFFiCIAL SCHEME  DEFERRED.—l]t is 
stated that the Government has decided to give up for the present 
the proposal to organise a semi-official electric power company in 
view of the antagonism shown to the scheme, and the possible 
financial difficulties involved. The railway authorities, however, 
will go on with their electrification programme, which has been 
already drawn up, and will build a power station on the Shinano 
River at a cost of 500,000,000 yen.— Heuter's Trade Ssrvice (Tokio). 


Kingstone.— ERECTION or POLES BANNED.—The Urban 
District Council has declined to allow Mr. J. H. Langston to erect 
electric light standards in the town, as the scheme of the Hereford 
Town Council already has been supported. The Council has asked 
Hereford when the scheme is to be carried out. 


Lancaster.—PRoPosEep SuPPLY TO MoREcAMBE.—At a 
meeting of the Lancaster Town Council it was reported that 
Morecambe Oorporation had intimated that, as both authorities 
desired to extend their electricity undertakings, une vommunionors 


had suggested a conference of the two bodies, with a view to 
arranging a scheme for the extension of one of the works to 
enable both boroughs, and possibly neighbouring townships, to be 
supplied therefrom. Morecambe offered to take a supply of 
400,000 unita per annum from any such extension of the Lancaster 
works, The meeting approved the appointment of a Sub-Com- 
mittee of the Electricity Committee to meet the Moreoambe 
representatives. 


Lincoin. — PROPOSED Prick INcREASE.— The Town 
Council has applied for permission to inorease the price of elec- 
tricity from 8d, to 1s. per unit, and the quarterly minimum pay- 
ment from 18s. 4d. for 20 unita to 16s. for 15. 


Malverm.—PRoPosgpD ELECTRICITY SurrLT.— The Gas 
and Electricity Committee is arranging an interview with the 
Shropshire, Worcestershire, and Staffordshire Power Co. to diacuss the 
question of terms under which the company would be prepared to 
supply the Malvern district. 


Paisley. — SUPPLY NEGOTIATIONS ENDED. — Messrs. 
J. & P. Coats, Ltd., have d»cided to extend their own electricity 
generating station at Ferguslie Thread Mills rather than purchase 
a supply from an outside source. The decision brings tos close 
protracted negotiations between the firm and several local elec- 
tricity supply authorities, including Paisley Corporation. 


Plymonth.—LoAN SANOTIONED.—Àt a meeting of the 
Electricity Committee, the town clerk reported that the Electricity 
Commissioners had sanctioned the borrowing of the sum of 
£20,000 for a period of 20 years for the purposes of a new con- 
verter, switchboard, switchgear, &c. 


Newcastle.—REDUcED LiaHTING.—Ín an endeavour to 
reduce costs the Lighting Committee hae decided to reduce the 
city lighting by 40 per cent. 


Rotherham. — PRoPoSED Lease OF SraTion.—At a 
meating of the Electricity Committee the town clerk submitted a 
letter from the Yorkshire Electric Power Co. asking whether the 
Corporation would be prepared to lease its new power station to 
the company, subject to a provision ensuring the Corporation & 
supply for customers in its area, The Committee recommended that 
the application be not entertained. 


Runcorn.— UNITED ALKALI Co.8 POWER STATION.— 
The new power station of the United Alkali Co., at Runcorn, is a 
fine modern building designed to house four 5,000-kW sets, two of 
which are already installed. The Metropolitan- Vickers Co. supplied 
the h.p. switchgear of the cellular type with duplicate bus-bars 
for controlling the main generators and feeders. Eight of the 12 
Baboock & Wiloox water-tube boilers are in commission, each being 
designed to produce 25,000 lb. of steam per hour at a pressure of 
220 Ib. per aq. in. 


Sheffield. —PRrRoroseD Prick Repuction.—Owing to the 
realisation of a substantial profit upon the undertaking, the 
general manager of the electricity department recommends that 
the increase of 150 per cent. upon all supplies at the price of 2d. 
per unit and under, put into force as from last September, shall be 
reduced to 125 per cent, as from the December meter readings. 


Stafford.—Loan.—At the monthly meeting of the Town 
Council, the Finance Committee reported that the borrowing of 
a further £33,800 had been sanctioned, in respect of the Council's 
application for £78,000 for the extension of the electricity works. 


Steyning.— SPECIAL ORDER.— The Steyning Electric 
Light Co., Ltd., is applying to the Electricity Commissioners for 
a special order authorising the company to generate and supply 
electricity within the parishes of Steyning, Bramber and ing. 


Snnderland.—Psice INCREASE DEFERBED.—The Town 
Council has declined to sanction an increase in the tariff of the low- 
pressure network, as proposed by the Electricity Committee. The 
matter was referred back to the Committee with an instruction to 
ciroulate a detailed financial statement in support of the increases. 
The chairman of the Committee stated that during the past few 
months they had spent about £23,000 in connection with the low 
pressure supply, and a further £17,000 would be spent in the course 
of the next two years for necessary upkeep. Wages had recently 
gone up by £1,800, and the Committee felt that the oonsumer 
should pay for what he used rather than that the ratepayers should 
subsidise the supply. 


Tauntom.—LoAN.—The Town Council has applied for 
a loan of 41,000 for meters, principally for 200 new houses being 


built. 


Walsall.—LA RR Mains Exrension.—The Electric 
Supply Committee proposes to make an extension of mains to 
Messrs. Harrison's No. 3 pit at Wyrley, at a cost of £14,250. 


Whitehaven.—Loan.—The Town Council has applied 
for a loan of £1,420 for the purpose of supplying electricity to 
Kells, where there are 180 prospective consumers. 


Worcester,— ELEcTRIC LIGHT FOR HovuseEs.—At a recent 


meeting the City Council had before it the question of lighting 


150 houses, being built under the housing scheme. It was muved 
that the laying of electricity mains should be suspended and gas 
lighting should be installed. An amendment that the houses 
should be lighted electrically was carried after some discussion. 
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York.—County COUNCIL AND PROPOSED SrATTON.— The 
Agricultural Committee of the West Riding County Council reports 
that it has considered the proposals of the York Corporation to 
erect a power station at Linton Lock, and is advised that the pro- 
posals as they now stand would be detrimental to the interests of 
draining agricultural land and this view has been placed before the 
Corporation with & view to such proposals being modified to aafe- 
guard the interests of the agricultural community. ; 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Australla.—PROPOSED Toowoomba Tramways.—The 
second report of the consulting engineer on the proposed system 
of tramways for Toowoomba was on practically the same lines as 
the previous one, with the addition of a recommendation that a 
. transmission line be constructed from Ipswich to Toowoomba to 
carry electric power from Brisbane, in preference to the establish- 
ment of the Council's own power house, 88 the cost of power 
secured from Brisbane would be considerably less. The cost of the 
tramway is estimated at £147,184. and the transmission line, sub- 
stations and apparatus at £73,827, making a total of £221,011.— 
Tenders, 


Barrow.—lNoUIRY.—AÀt the Town Hall, on March 10th, 
Mr. J. C. Dawes, O.B.E., one of the inspectors of the Ministry of 
Health, held an inquiry into the application of.the Town Council 
to borrow the sum of £6,650 for the purchase of four electric 
vehicles for use in connection with the disposal of house refuse. 
Evidence was given as to the financial position of the borough, and 
it was pointed out that two motor vehicles were at present in use, 
in addition to 12 horses and carts, for the removal of house refuse. 
It was proposed to have the four electric motor wagons, to dispense 
with 10 horses and carts, the cost per ton being about Is. 1d. less. 
The Corporation poasessed a garage sufficiently large to accommo- 
date the additional motor wagons, but would have to install further 
electric charging apparatus, which, with the adaptation of the 
building, was estimated to cost £810, which was included in the 
amount required. There was no opposition, and the inquiry was 
concluded. 

Loss ON TRAMWAYS.—At the Town Council meeting on March 
7th, the chairman of the Electric Tramways Committee moved the 
adoption of the minutes showing that the estimated loss on the 
undertaking for the 15 months ending March 3lst next, during 
which time the Corporation had been the owners, was £15,680, 
which was equal to a rate of 9d. in the E. In a long statemeni the 
chairman took the Council back to the time when the Corporation 
entered into negotiation with the British Electric Traction Co., 
pointing out that the system waa electrified in 1904, and provision 
was made for the purchase on clearly defined lines at the end of 7, 
14, or 21 years. The matter was considered at the end of the first 
Seven years, and, after receiving reports from the Corporation 
officers, no action was taken. At the beginning of 1919 an agita- 
tion arose amongst a certain number of the inhabitante of the town, 
and they pressed the Corporation to acquire the undertaking. 
The reports of the officers inspeoting the system recommended the 
Corporation to take advantage of its powers, and purchase, as 
they considered the capital cost to the Corporation would be much 
less than it would be under the provisions of the agreement at the 
end of 21 years. This advice the Council followed, and the under- 
taking was purchased as from January lst, 1920, for the sum of 
£96,250. 

The Committee regretted having had to increase the fares, and 
now having to make this heavy demand upon the ratepayers, but it 
felt it was the only satisfactory course to follow, The alternative 
would be to carry the deficit forward in the hope of making it 
gocd in future years, but in view of the uncertainty with regard 
to tramway finance, it considered these initial losses should be 
dealt with now. 


Bradford.—ONE-MaN Cans.—Though the Ministry of 
Transport recently rejected the Bradford Corporation's application 
for power to build a number of additional double-deck railless 
cars to replace the existing railed service on three routes—the 
idea being to economise by avoiding the relaying of the lines— 
sanction has been secured to the reconstruction of the city's 
railleas car service, so that the cars can be run by one man per 
car. This, of course, will effect a great saving, and it is hoped 
that it will make the railless cars a paying concern. Hitherto 
they have been worked at a loss because they are not big enough 
to carry the number of passengers necessary to enable them to 
pay whilet requiring two men. The raillesa system, advantageous 
as it is in many ways, lost £8,000 last year. The work of recon- 
struction is to be commenced immediately. The new design will 
be such that paasengers will enter and leave by the front platform, 
paying their fares to the driver. 

BELGIAN CoNTRACT.— On the adoption of the Tramways Com- 
mittee's minutes, at a recent meeting of the City Council, the 
chairman of the Committee, in reply to questions, agreed that a 
tender had been accepted from a Belgian firm for acid steel tram- 
way tires, but the firm had written subsequently saying they had 
made & mistake, and their quotation had been for basic steel, 
The contract had not been re-let to the Belgian firm, and would 
not be until the matter came before the Committee and the 
Council. It may be remembered that there was & good deal of 
controversy locally over this letting of a contract to a foreign 
competitor of British firms which tendered, and whose quotations 
were considerably higher, 


Brampton (Cumberland). — SURVEY FOR TRAMWAY 
RouTE.—The Cockermouth Electric Power Co. has commenced a 
survey of the route from Cockermouth to Southwaite, Wreay, 
Wetheral, and Brampton, in connection with & proposed electrio 
tramway, and with a view to supplying electricity to Brampton 
and the villages en route, 


Burnley.—SPEOTAL. RaTE.— The Finance Committee, on 
March 10th, decided to levy a special rate of 5d. in the £ for the 
Corporation tram ways, which last year showed a loss of £12,000. 


Huddersfield.—T&RaxwAv D&vELOPMENTS.—Substantial 
development schemes in local constructional work are in contem- 
plation by the Tramways Committee, When the new depot at 
Longroyd Bridge is completed, it is intended to build tramcars 
locally, 


L. and Y. Railway.—PROJECTED |. ELECTRIFICATION.— 
The reconstruction and e'ectrification of the whole of the line on 
the Lancashire and Yorkshire system between Southport and 
Ormskirk is under considefation, This information was given by 
Mr. Edgely, when reporting to the Lathom and Burscough Urban 
District Council, on the result of a deputation to Mr. Ashton 
Davies, passenger superintendent of the L. & Y. Rail way, asking for 
certain improvements. When the proposed scheme has been 
carried out, it will mean that there will be a complete circnit of 
electric railway from Liverpool along the coast line through 
Formby, returning ria Blowick, Burecough and Ormskirk, where 
it will link with the present electrified line from Liverpool to 
Ormskirk. 


Leeds.—New TnawwAY.—The new tramway and road- 
widening scheme for Roundhay Road, under which it is intended to 
build a special tramway road separate fron ordinary traffic, is 
estimated to cost £26.659, and will provide a great deal of work 
for the unemployed. In favour of the scheme it has been argued 
that the cost of relaying the tramway rails on the existing road 
would be £28,000, so that the Committee claims it will save 
£2,000, provide work for the unemployed, and secure & very 
important roadway and traffic improvement, 


London.—CosNpvcroa&'8 POWER TO ARREST.—It was 
stated in a case at Old Street Police Court on March 12th that a 
tramcar conductor had power under the Tramways Act to arrest a 
passenger, Inthe case in question it was suggested that the oon- 
ductor was not arresting but merely detaining a drunk and dis- 
orderly passenger until he could call a constable. The Magistrate 
said the section of the Act referred to seemed to cover power of 
arreat.— Morning Post. 


Paisley—Propostp SALE or SySTEM.— The Glasgow 
Tramways Committee has received a letter from the Paisley District 
Tramways Co. intimating the latter's readiness to negotiate for the 
sale of the tramways to the Glasgow Corporation. 

Portmadoc.—Licut RAILWAY APPROVED.— At a meeting 
of the Portmadoc Urban District Council it was stated that the 
construction of the proposed light railway from Carnarvon to 
Portmadoc, ria Beddgelert, had been approved by the Government. 


Sunderland.— RESULT or THROUGH RUNNING.—At a 
recent meeting of the Town Council the chairman of the Tram ways 
Committee (Ald. G. New) presented a report on the experience 
gained so far in the new system of through running by the Dis- 
trict Co.’s cars over the Corporation route from Grangetown to the 
centre of the town. He stated that if through running was con- 
tinued it would result in a loss to the Corporation on the Grange- 
town route of £4,000 per annum. The Council decided that 
consideration of the matter should be adjourned pending the issue 
of a detailed statement to the members. ? 


Wolverhampton. — Proposep FARE INCREASE, — The 
Corporation has decided to apply for permission to raise the fares 
on its tramway system, owing to the losses which have oocurred 
under the present rates. The application requires the substitution 
of a maximum of lid. per mile for the existing maximum of 1d. 
per mile. 


* 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


A New Automatic Telephone.— The L. M. Ericsson 
Telephone Co., of Stockholm, has held a demonstration of a new 
automatic telephone exchange on the Hultman- Ericsson system, 
which has been perfected after experiments extending over seven 
or eight years. By the new syatem, operators are entire!y elimi- 
nated, and every subscriber, by a simple manipulation, can obtain 
connection with any number desired. Large orders for installa- 
tions of the new exchange ar? being obtained from abroad ; among 
others, one has been obtained from Rotterdam for an exchange to 
serve 5,000 subscribers.— //euter's Trade Sert ice (Stockholm), 


Bulgaria, — Press TELEGRAMS. — After March 15th, 
Press telegrams will be accepted between the hours of 6 p.m. and 
9 a.m. for transmission between the United Kingdom and Bulgaria 
at the rate of 21d. per word, with a minimum charge of 10d. per 
telegram, says Zhe Times, 
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India.—CasLe Rates.—Cable rates from India to 
Europe will be increased, as from April lst, from 18. 6d. to Is. 8d. 
per word, says Zhe Times, 


Telephone Service.—SeLect CowwrrTEE.—On the 9th 
inst. Col. Gibbs, one of the Government Whips, placed on the order 
paper of the House of Commons a motion for the appointment of 
the Select Committee to inquire into the organisation and adminis- 


tration of the telephone service and the method of making charges; 


the Committee to have power to appoint from outside its own body 
such persons as it may think fit for the purpose of obtaining 
special export or scientific information or advice upon the subject 
matter of its order of reference. The following is a list of the 
members proposed for appointment to the Committee :—Mr. 
Evelyn Cecil, chairman, Major Evan Hayward, Mr. John Hodge, 
Mr. Gerald Hohler, Mr. J. Stanley Holmes, Gen. Sir Archibald 
Hunter, Sir Evan Jones, Mr. Robert Lynn, Mr. W. Lane-Mitchell, 
Capt. A. H. Moreing, Mr. W. G. Perring, Mr. Alexander Richardson, 
Mr. À. K. Rcdger, Mr. W. S. Royce, and Mr. A. E. Waterson. The 
Committee met for the first time on Tuesday, and the inquiry is to 
be conducted in publio. 

NIGHT SERVICE FOR MoronisTs.—The Automobile Association 
has installed over 60 sentry boxes along the main roads of the 
country, in which are fitted telephones for the use of members. 
During the past 18 months members have been provided with 
special keys, enabling them to open the boxes and use the tele- 
phones at night time, after the A.A. road patrol in charge has 
gone off duty. Toenable membars more easily to locate these tele- 
phones after dark, the Association, says the Manchester Guardian, 
has for some months past experimented with systems of illumina- 
tion. The first roadside telephone box to be illuminated is that 
situated on the Epsom Road, near Ashstead. The Association has 
decided similarly to illuminate the telephone signs attached to all 
the roadside telephone boxes, except where the boxes are well indi- 
cated by public lighting services. 

NEW EXCHANGE. — Following the inauguration of the new 
Langham exchange, as reported in our last issue, subscribers on the 
old National system connected to the Redhill exchange were on 
the 12th inst. transferred to an exchange with up-to-date magneto 
equipment. The change, says The Times, is in pursuance of the 
policy of resonstruction being carried on in almost all the outer 
London exchanges, many of which are being practically rebuilt 
and improved by the addition of new lines. 


Trans-Atlantic Cable Parchase.—Speaking on a vote 
for £2,672,500 for salaries and expenses of the Post Office. including 
telegraphs and telephones, in the House of Commons on March 14th, 
Mr. Pike Pease (the Assistant Postmaster-General), said the 
Government hai purchased from the Direct United States Cable 
Co., at a cost of £570,000, a trans-Atlantic cable, for the purpose 
of coping with additional Imperial traffic, and to provide an 
alternative line in case of interruption of the Imperial cable owned 
by the Government. The purchase price included a stock of cable and 
cable stations at Ballinskelligs, Harbour Grace (Newfoundland), 
and Rye Beach (United States) To lay a new cable would have 
cost about £1,000,000. The cable was transferred to the Post 
Office on November 4th last. Laid originally in 1874-5, one-half 
of it had since b2en replaced by new cable. The total length was 
3,197 miles.— Daily Telegraph. 


Turkey.— WIRELESS TeELEGRAPHY.—It is reported that 
the Société Radio-Télézraphique Parisienne is nezotiating with 
the Imperial Ottoman Bank with a view to the establishment of a 
wireless post on the bank premises. The same company. has 
offered to buy the building now used as & police station at Galata 
Sari in the oentre of Pera, which belongs to the Ministry of 
Finance. Reuter's Trade Serrice (Constantinople). 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The date given in parentheses at the end of the paragraph indicates 
the issue of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW in which the “ Official 
Notice " appeared.) 


OPEN. 
Anstralia.—M ELBOURNE.— April 27th. Victorian Rail- 


way Commissioners, Spencer Street. Caustic soda primary cells, 
complete (Contract No. 33,914).* 

May 2nd. Victorian Railway Commissioners. Twelve miles of 
'015 sq. in. two-core, lead-sheathed, wire-armoured, 2,200-V cable.* 

June 22nd. Victorian Railways. One electric lifting magnet 
(capacity 4 ton), one 410-V motor generator. 

June 29th. Supply of 1-ton platform type industrial storage 
battery trucks, also battery charging equipment,—Reuter's Trade 
Service (Melbourne). ° 

BnisBANE.— March 30th, P.M.G.'s Department. Switchboard 
apparatus and parta." 

Morwell Power Scheme. The Electricity Commissioners of Vic- 
toria have made certain alterations, alternatives with additions, 
to the specifications which will necessitate tenderers cabling any 
consequent amendments of their tendera before March 3let. S20 
our advertisement pages to-day for further particulars. 


Bedford.— March 31st. Electricity Department, Elec- 
tricity meters, h.p, and l. p. cables, for 12 months, (See this issue.) 


Belfast.—April 25th. Electricity Department.  E.h.p. 


and l.p. switchgear. (See this issue.) 


Belgium. — March 23rd and April 6th. The Société 
Nationale des Chemins de Fer Vicinaux, 14, Rue de la Science, 
Brussels. Laying of the underground armoured cables required in 
connection with the supply of electricity to the Brussels- Haecht line 
and the lines in the Louvain section. Particulars can be obtained 
for 3 francs from the Services Electriques, 48, Rze Montoyer, 
Brussels, 


Belgrade. — May 1st. The Serb, Croat, and Slovene 
Ministry of Public Works. Erection of a power-station, main 
conductors and transforming stations in connection with an 
electrical scheme at Kostolac for the supply of energy to Belgrade, 
Semlin, &c. 


Dandee.—March 26th. Tramway Department. Twelve 
months’ stores, including insulated wire, lamps, switches, and over- 
head equipment. The Manager. 


East Ham.—April 2nd. Electricity Department. L.p. 
paper-insulated, lead-covered, armoured concentric cable, with 
necesiary joint boxes, &o. ; also two o.i. lighting feeder pillars. (See 
this issue.) 


France.— April 5th. The French State Railway authori- 


ties. 43, Rue de Rome, Paris. Supply of four 8-ton electric travelling 


oranes for the new railway workshop; at Sotteville-Quat:e-Mares, 
Rens. Particulars may be obtained from the Services Electriques 
(1st Division) at the above address. 


Halifax, — March 28rd. The Board of Guardians. 
Electrical fittings required during the six months ending Sep- 
tember 30th next. Mr. A. T. Longbottom, Clerk, Union Offices, 


Carlton Street, Halifax. 


Liverpool.—March 19th. Electrical supplies for West 
Derby Union. Mr. H. P. Oleaver, Union Clerk, Union Offices, 
Brougham Piace, Liverpool. 


London.—H.M. Office of Works. April 12th. Supply 
of electrical labour-ia-daywork in the Leeds district. (See this 


issue.) 


Manchester. — April 7th. Electricity Committee. High- 
pressure steam and water val ves; high-pressure steam and water 
pipes, steam receivers, &c.; weighbridges and automatic ooal- 
weighing machines; electric and hand-operated oranes. (March 
lith. 

SA 2lst. L. X Y. Rly. Co. Six months supplies of stores, 
including signal, telegraph and electric fittir gs, and signal, tele- 


" graph and eleotrio light wires. Specification from Mr. Sharp, 
Stores Department, Osborne Street, Manchester. 


Perth. — March 21st. Electricity Department. One 
1,000-kW, d.c., geared turbo-generator, with condensing plant. 
(March 4th.) 


Ruucorn. — March 19th. Castner-Kellner Alkali Co., 
Ltd. Construction of light railway and sidings to connect ita 
works with the L. & N.W. Bly. Co.'s Runcorn Dock branch. 
Lt.-Col. H. F. Stephens, engineer to the company, 23, Salford 
Terrace, Tonbridge, Kent. 


South Africa.—PRETORIA.—May 10th. Municipality. 
Switchgear. Tenders, marked Electric Light and Power Depart- 
ment, 1920 Extensions, Contract No. 5,” to Deputy Town Clerk, 
Municipal Offices, Pretoria, on May 10th. Deposit, five guineas. 
Further particulars may be obtained from the general manager of 
the Electric Light and Power Department, or from the consultiug 
engineer, Mr. G. M. Clark, 40-42, Meischkel's Bu'ldings, Johan- 
neaburg. i 

J E E March 30th. Municipal Council. Forty 
5O-h.p. 500 to 600-V tramcar motors. Tenders to Town Clerk, 
Municipal Offices, Johannesburg.“ 


Uruguay.—MoNTE Vipko,—March 29th. State Power 
House. Single and three-phase meters.“ 


Wimbledon, — March 29th, Electricity Department. 
Annual contracta for cables and conduits, joint boxes and jointing 
materials, transformers, meters, &o., lubricating oils. (March 11th.) 


Worksop.—April 6th. Electricity Committee. E. h. p. 
and l. p. cables; e. h. p. ani l.p. switchgear ; transformers; 500-K W 
rotary or motor converter. (March 11th.) 

* A copy of the specification, &o., can be consulted at the Dapart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, S. W. I. 


CLOSED. 
Belgiam.—Ten firms submitted tenders on March let to 


the muaicipal authorities of Antwerp for the supply aud erestion 
of an eleotrically-operated pump for the No. 7 dry dok at the 
Lefebvre basin. The lowest offer, 21.645 fr., was that of the 
Société de Construction Electrique de Belgique, of Brussels, 
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London. — L. C. C.— Highways Committee. Accepted. 


10, 000 track insulators. 
Bullers, Ltd (accepted) - 2 .. £637 10 per 1,000 
Park Royal Engineering Works, Ltd. .. ix a 687 10 

” 55 m » » alternative .. 675 0 ” 
R. A. Bradshaw & Sen ee ee ee ee oe 825 0 9 

HAMMERS3MITH. —Eleotricity Committee :— 
Air-cooler for use in connection with the 10,000-kW turbo-alternator, 
_£1,175.—C. A. Parsons & Co., Ltd. (recommended). 
Boiler feed-pump, £293. —G. & J. Weir, Lsd. (accepted). 
2,C00 yd. 05 sq. in. and 500 yd. 2 sq. in. l.p. cable, £834.—Hackbridge 
Cable Co., Ltd. (recommended). 
Sheffield. —The Corporation has placed an order with 
the Leeds Steel Works for 1,000 tons of rails for the tramways at 
£24 per ton. 


Sunderland.—Corporation. 


House service cable.—Enfleld Ediswan Cable Works, Ltd. 
Bection pillars.—Henley's Telegraph Worke, Ltd. 

E h p. switchgear.—Ferguson, Pailin & Co., Ltd, 

E.h.p. joint boxes.—W. G. Farrow. 


' Tramways Department :— 
Radial truck, £90.—J. G. Brill Co. 
Weymonth.— Town Council. 


Worthington-Bimpson, Ltd.— Air and force pumps for turbine, £794. 
A. Curtis. —Electric welding repairs to boiler, £38. 


Wolverhampton.— Electricity Committee. 
aa See re cables for 12 months.—Callender's Cable and Construction 


Repairs to transformer, £228.—British Electric Transformer Co., Ltd, 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


§astitution of Mechanica! Engineers.—Friday, March 18th. At the Institu- 
tion, Storey’s Gate, S.W. At 6 p.m. Paper on ‘Contact Pressures and 
335 by Prof. E. G. Coker, F. R. S., Mr. K. C. Chakko and Mr. M. 8. 

med. 

Royal Institution of Great Britain.—Saturday, March 19th. At Albemarle 
Street, W. At B p.m. Lecture on Electricity and Matter," by Sir 
E, Rutherford, F.R.S. (Lecture III.) i 

Royal Society of Arts.—Monday, March 21st. At John Street, Adelphi, 
W.C. At8 p.m. Cantor Lecture: “X-Rays and their Industrial Applica- 
tions," by Major G. W. C. Kaye. 

Faraday Society.—Tuesday, Merch And. At Burlington House, Piccadilly 
W. At8p.m. Ordinary meeting. . 

Institution of Electrical Engineers.— 

Liverpool Sub-Centre.—Monday, March 21st. At the Uaiversity, 
Liverpool. At 7 p.m. Paper on ‘Electric Driving in the Paper Mill on 
Heat- economy Lines,” by Mr. A. B. Mallinson. 

North-Western Centre. — Tuesday, March 22nd. At the Engineers’ 
Club. At 7 p.m. Paper on * The Long-Distance Telephone System of 
the United Kingdom.“ by Sir William Noble. 

South-Midland Centre (Students’ Section).— Tuesday, March 22nd. 
At the University, Birmingham. At 7.30 p.m. Paper on Prime Movers 
in Small Power Statioos, by Mr. H. E. D. Carter. 

Institution of Engineers and Shipbuilders in Scotland. — Tuesday, 

arch 22nd. At du, Llmbenk Crescent, Glasgow. At 7.80 p.m. Paper on 
„The Dalmarnock Power Station, by Mr. R. B. Mitchell. 

Iastitute of Railway Signa! Engineers (locorp.).— Wednesday. March 28rd. 
At the Midland Grand Hotel, Se. Pancras, N.W. At 6 p.m. Paper on 
„Fundamental Calculations of a.c. Track Circuits,” by Mr. D. C. Gall. 

Manchester Wireless Society. — Thursday, March 2ith. At the Man- 
chester College of Technology, Sackville Street. At 7.80 p.m. Lecture on 
" Direction Finding," by Mr. J. Hollingworth, 

argh Electrical Society.—Friday, March 95th. At the Philosophical 
Institute. At 8 p.m. Paper on “Automatic Telephones," by Mr. W. 
Leithead. 

Manchester Association of Engineers. — Saturday, March 26th. At the 
Memorial Hall, Albert Square. At 7 p.m. Annual general meeting. Paper 
on “Fire Extinguishment by Mechanical and Other Means, including 
Sprinkler Installations," by Mr. J. T. Clarke. 


NOTES. 


Electrolytic Calcium.—At the annual general meeting 
of the Institute of Metals, on March 9th, a paper was read by Mr. 
P. H. Brace, of East Pittsbarg, U.S.A., in which he gave a brief 
historical survey of the development of the metallurgy of calcium 
and described a type of apparatus developed by him for the manu- 
facture of the metal, which is obtained by the electrolysis of fused 
calcium chloride. The electrolyte is first melted by means of an 
alternating current; when a small pool has been formed, direct 
current is switched on. and as the metal deposits on the cathode, 
the latter is slowly withdrawn from the bath. Further deposition 
takes place on this calcium, which itaelf is withdrawn at such a 
speed that a continuous rod of the metal is formed. A summary 
of the more important uses of calcium, including the preparation 
of certain aluminium alloys, is given in the paper. 


Directional Wireless at Sea,— Marconi's Wireless Tele- 
graph Co., Ltd.. bas brought to our notice the case of the crew of 
the British steamship Fanad Head which was recently instru- 
mental in rescuing the personnel of the Norwegian steamer 
Ontaneda in the North Atlantio, off Newfoundland, when all hands 
would have been lost but for the use of the new wireless direction- 
finding apparatus. A heavy gale had left the Ontaneda drifting 
helplessly with broken-down engines, and a list of 50 in a heavy 
sea. Her captain sent out “SOS” signals for help, but in the 

thick weather he could get no observations of sun or stars, and had 
to estimate his position by dead reckoning. His calculations proved 
to be 90 miles out. Whilst several vessela which went to his 


assistance were steaming about near the position given with 
finding a trace of the Ontaneda, the Fanad Head, by means of her 

Marconi direction-finder, discovered the true position of the doom  - 
vessel. She was nearer to the Fanad Head than to the ship + 
which had originally steamed to her assistance, and (apn ^ 
Finlay proceeded to the spot where he calculated the Ontaneda t = 
be. The wireless direction proved to be the correct one, and the 
distressed sailors were rescued just in time. | 


Safety First !—According to the N. E. L.A. Bulletin, the 
Safety Committee of the Northern States Power Co. of Minna 
polis is waging a vigorous campaign in the interests of safety, 
The Committee is not only bringing the attention of the emplorá 
to the dangers which exist in their work, but is also drawing | 
attention to risks enoountered while going to and from work |. 
and ways of guarding against them. Bulletins are issued esch |.. 
month to drive the safety message home to the employés. One of 


these gives the following :— 3 


FAMOUS Last WORDS. r- 
“I wonder if it's alive? I'll touch it and see.” : 


"Listen! That's the train whistle. Step on it and we'll tryb ` 
get across.” 

„They say these things can’t explode. I'm safe lighting ths - 
matoh.” 


“ I wonder whether this rope will hold my weight? 
„ don't need rubber gloves to pull this dead wire out." 


Problems of Unemployment.— In the Journal of th |. 
Royal Society of Arts for March llth a paper on this subiet, |; 
whic. was read before the Society on February 8th, by Mr EC  : 
de Segundo, A.M Inst. C. E., is printed. 

The author points out that the problem of unemployment hu 
descended to us from the remotest antiquity, and is of world · wid 
interest ; every country is vitally in need of commodities which 
it cannot produce, yet unemployment threatens to incre 
throughout the whole world, except in Germany. Capital and 
Labour are in themselves inert (though neoessary) factors in the 
production of wealth; the vitalising factor is directive ability, 
which is a form of capital owned by every intelligent being. 
Present-day unemployment is due to the rise of prices of om · 
modities beyond the purchasing power of consumers, and increas 
of production will not, of itself, reduce our unemployment-th *- 
commodities produced must be offered at a price that wil ^ 
compete with that at which other producers offer them. The au. ‘* 
condemns the continuance of the E. P. D. after the warasadisutos — 7 
error on the part of the Government, which led to economic 
instability and withdrawal of credit from industry. 

Labour also is to blame for lack of foresight, and thedisouge °- 
ment of efficiency. Incidentally, the author points out that "a ™ 
tax of 68. in the 4 on earned income is virtually the equivalent of ™ 
two days’ forced labour per week.” Key industries shold be 
permanently protected from foreign competition, and resarch 
should be encouraged. With regard to the reform of social con: ,. 
ditions, while Socialism is a beautiful ideal, it has always failed in , 
practice; the only thing that will prevent social disintegration |, 
is the more rigid observance of the moral law, which should be |, - 
inculcated by a rational system of education. Both workers an r. 
employers have failed to appreciate the eituation, and the remedy for 
their failure lies in their getting to know one another better. . 
Every worker, in whatever class, should first qualify as a citizen: . 
he should be rewarded in proportion to the services he render ani | 
the scale of remuneration should be based upon the character, 1 ,. 
well as the extent, of his services; these conditions fulfilled the 
industrial army is analogous to the military army, and should be . 
maintained during slack periods by some form of insurance; bit , 
this industrial army should be confined to British working men. „ 
The Trade Unions should insist upon the maintenance of a pro 
standard of efficiency, ability, and moral character as a conditi , . 
precedent to membership. To cope with the perils of the day, m , 
should disperse the atmosphere of mistrust between employer 1d 
employed; condemn the abuse of confidence in trade; enforce the "ly 
law against perjury ; and foster the dissemination of sound, healthy w 
moral principle. 

In the discussion, the chairman (Mr. G. J. Wardle) pointed oni bj 
that the author's proposed industrial army constituted a revolt: €; 
tion in industry—a revolution whioh the Labour Party had proposed ta 
in the " Right to Work " Bill. „ 

Mr. John Baker denied that Labour had abused its power with im 
regard to wages during the war; prices went up, and wr '& 
followed prices. 1 = 

Prof. J. A. Todd ascribed the trade slump to the beginning 0 "x, 
the fall in prices a year ago, which caused consumers to hold bec *., 
for a further fall. The industrial army system opened the dor ay 
to obvious abuses. Mutual knowledge between employer wx ür 
employed would go far towards producing a friendly settlement sy 


Educational.—Prof. J. A. Fleming, M.A., D.Sc., F. B d. 
is to deliver a course of six lectures, oommenoing on April ge ` 
“ Wireless Telegraphy and Telephony by Continuous Waves. "i M 
lectures are to be given at University College, London, and à d d 
course is open to both members and non-members of the paea » 
The fee is two guineas, and tickets can be o E 
Dr. W. W. Seton, University College, Gower Street, W.C. 1. 


E 
Nord. : 

New Electrical Caulking Apparatus.—M. Gunnar aen X 
the Stockholm shipbuilder, has invented a new electrical van ^4 
for caulking ships and houses, which carries out the work ent!“ H 
* 

* 

à 

x 
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E ba ja dran 


id 
i € 


~ E 


automatically and in a tenth or fifteenth part of the time red. 
to perform the same operation by manual labour. The eT 
being exploited by the Stockholm lawyer, M. Herman Sus f 
Reuter's Trade Service (Stockholm). i 


Vol 88. No. 2360, Mazon 18, 1921.) THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


858 


Water Power in Italy.— Under the auspices of the 
University of London, & series of six advanced lectures is being 
delivered by Prof. Luigi Luiggi, D.So., M.Inst.0.E. (Professor of 
Hydraulio 
Engineering Works in Italy." On March lith the lecture was 
devoted to a description of hydro-electric construction. Prof. 
Luiggi said that prior to the war the aim of Italian hydro-electric 
engineers was to secure large volumes of water rather than high 
heads. Daring and since the war, however, the necessity for 
economising in materials led to the adoption of higher pressures 
and the use of smaller pipes and turbines. To-day, heads of 
2,500 ft. were of common occurrence, and there were many instal- 
lations in which a head of 3,000 ft. was in use. Hydro-eleotric 
plants, in the face of low interest obtained from Government 
bonds, &o., were considered a good and sound investment yielding 
6 or 7 per cent. regularly. Hydro-electric power was an absolute 
necessity to the economic life of Italy, owing to the price of coal 
being from 15 to 20 times the pre-war rate. Most coal-using 
works, blast furnaces, &o., had been forced to shut down, and this 
led to the reaping of & rich harvest by users of electric furnaces. 
The lecturer gave numerous details regarding the rainfall and 
other factors in varions districts of Italy, and desoribed the 
construction of canals, dams, and pipe lines, illustrating his 
remarks with a large number of excellent lantern slides. Apart 
from their efficiency, these works conform to the canons of archi- 
tecture ; as the speaker said, when millions of lire have been spent 
upon construction, the engineers feel that the expenditure of 
another half-a-million lire, to secure a certain amount of beauty, 
is not waste. 

The lectures, which are being held at the Institution of Civil 
Engineers, conclude to-day. 


The Proposed Engineers’ Club for London.—Since the 
meeting of the Provisional Committee on February 10th, the 
Executive Committee which was then appointed has been con- 
sidering the questions of rules and membership, housing and 
finance, with a view to placing concrete proposals before a general 
meeting of the supporters of the scheme, which will be convened 
when the Committee's report is ready. In the meantime there is 
no slackening in the interest manifested in the subject by 
basis ds members ; the number of applications reoeived by Mr. 

und L. Hill, hon. secretary (39, St. James's Street, 8. W. 13, has 
long passed the thousand mark. It is very desirable, for the 
guidance of the Oommittee, that everyone who contemplates 
joining the Olub should signify his intention as soon as possib'e, 
A provisional application form has been printed, and is being 

y distributed ; we suggest that those who intend to become 
membere should each obtain a supply of these from the hon. 
secretary, with a view to securing the adhesion of their engineering 
friends to the scheme. 


Hydro-Electrotechnics in France.—The city of Toulouse 
has signed an agreement with the University to place at the dis- 
posal of the latter the falls of the Baulève on the Garonne; a large 
area of land near the Castle has also been placed at the disposition 
of the University for the purpose of setting up a hydraulic 
industrial laboratory. The building will be erected so as to serve 
as a permanent exhibition or museum of hydraulic technics. This 
institution will have a beneficial influence throughout this region 
of France. The Electrotechnical Institute of Toulouse has made 
an agreement with the Société Hydrotechnique de France, whereby 
the work of carrying out teats of the bydro-electric stations in the 
Pyrenees and the region of the Massif Central will be done by the 
Institute. The Minister of Public Works has also committed to 
the same Institute the execution of important hydraulic researches. 
‘These commissions render indispensable the erection of a laboratory 
with available hydraulic energy and a considerable quantity of 
water. The Toulouse Hydroelectric Institute was founded in 1907 
and has at its head Prof. Carmichel, 


Water-Power In the United States.—A proposed plan 
to develop abont 500,000 kW in water-power on the Delaware 
River, at a total cost estimated at $200,000,000, has been announced 
by Mr. Paul T. Brady, of the Westinghouse Electric and Manu- 
facturing Co. Active work will be commenced as soon as 
authorisation is received from the Federal Water Power Com- 
mission. The plan calls for the construction of four dams, with 
an average head of 80 ft. The total power capacity of these dams 
is estimated at about 500,000 kW at normal high water. In 
addition a steam-power plant with a capacity of 100,000 kW will 
be erected somewhere in New Jersey in order to supplement the 
hydro-electric plants during seasons of low water. If present 
plans are carried out, the steam-power plant and two of the hydro 
plants will bein operation by January lat, 1923. 

Applications for permission to use water power filed with the 
Federal Power Commission at the end of January numbered 168, 
totalling 16 million hp., of which 24 millions were in conflict, 
leaving a net total of 134 millions. The power involved is about 
37 percent. of the estimated maximum potential water power of 
the country and 57 per cent. of the minimum. By far the largest 
project is that of the Southern California Edison Co, in the Grand 
Oanyon of the Colorado River, in three stages, aggregating 
84 million h.p. 


Electricity as Scapegoat.—A correspondent of the 
Electrical World protests against the common practice of attri- 
buting fires which occur in buildings in which electricity is 
installed, to ' crossed wires.” The writer states that he knows of 
a case where this reason was assigned to an outbreak of fire when 
the affected building was not wired at all. There is also a 
tendency to ascribe fires in this country to electricity, when the 
cause is not apparent, The practice is grosaly unfair, 


nstruction in the University of Rome), upon Recent - 


New Copenhagen Atomic Research Institnte.— On March 
3rd a new section of the Danish University was opened, under the 
title of the Atomic State Institute, for the study of atoms as distinct 
from the study of experimental physics, now being carried on at 
the Technological Academy. Prof. Niols Bohr, Principal of the 
Institute, explained that ways would be opened for entirely new 
research and, preasing an electric button, he disclosed an arrange- 
ment by which the colours of the spectrum were projected from 
a platinum wire through plates of glass. It was, he said, by means 
of these colours that the secret of atoms was being studied. The 
Rector of the University spoke of the Institute as a model organisa- 
tion in international scienoe.— Birmingham Post. 


Hydro-Electric Works in Bavaria.—The conclusion has 
now been reached by the Government of Bavaria that it will be 
impossible to bring to a conclusion the proposed Bayernwerk—one 
of the State works for the supply of electricity in Bavaria— 
without also having recourse to private capital. It is estimated 
that the expenditure on tbis hydro-electric works would amount to 
500,000,000 marks under existing circumstances, which sum it 
would be impossible for the State to raise. As a conrequence, a 
Bill is about to be laid before the Bavarian Diet to authorise the 
conversion of the Bayernwerk into a joint stook company, with a 
share capital of 100,000,000 marks, which will be fully subscribed 
by the State, while the amount of 400,000,000 marks is to be issued 
in the form of a loan to be guaranteed by the State. The loan is 
to bs raised on the same terms as the loan issued for the Walchensee 
works and the middle Isar, and the hope is entertained in Govern- 
ment circles that the emission will find a favourable market, 
provided that the company is formed as quickly as poesible. 


Service Notes.—As a temporary measure, until sufficient 
submarine detector ratings bave been trained, says Zhe Times, the 
Admiralty announces that wireless ratings may be employed on 
hydrophone duties in submarines "as a special case." The ratings 
selected will be given a short course of hydrophone instruction at 
Portland, and may receive the allowance of 3d. a day as detectors, 
1 class, while actually employed in submarines as qualifled 
isteners. 

The Supplementary Admiralty Orders for March, issued on the 
12th inst., show that a revised scheme for the Royal Naval Reserve 


- and the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve has been approved. The 


latter, says The Times, will be composed of seamen, signalmen, 
wireless telegraphists, eng ine - room, electrical, and ordnanoe 
artificers, motor mechanics, artisans, writers, and viotualling 
ratings. Enrolment in the R. N. V. R. will be for four years, and 
during that period every rating will do 42 days training, including 
14 days at sea. Pay, when called out or during training, will be that 
of the corresponding ratings in the R.N., and marriage allowance 
wil be made. Certain bounties for out-of-pooket expenses will 


also be allowed. 


Electric Supply Cricket League.— We are asked to 
announce that it is hoped to start matches in connection with the 
Electric Supply Oricket League during the forthcoming season. 
The League is confined to electricity supply undertakings within 
10 miles of Charing Cross. Fall particulars regarding member- 


chip, &c., can be obtained from Mr. A. W. Seabright, the hon. 


secretary, at 19, Cadogan Gardens, S. W. 
The League had to suspend ita activities during the war, but it 


is hoped that there will be an accession of clubs to the League 


tbis season. 


Appointments Vacant.— Relief charge engineer and 
junior charge engineers, for the Newport Corporation Electricity 
Department; permanent way foreman, for the Colombo Electric 
Tramways and Lighting Oo.; shift engineer, for the Doncaster 
Borough Electricity Department; charge and shift engineer, for 
the Borough of Trent Electricity Department. See our advertise- 
ment pages to-day. 


INSTITUTION NOTES. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers. — SUMMER MEETING.— 
We have already announoed that a summer meeting of the Insti- 
tution wil be held at the Soottish Centre (at the invitation 
of the Oommittee of that Centre, of which Mr. J. E. Ssyers 
is chairman), from June 7th to 10th, and we are now able 
to outline the provisional programme. On Tuesday, June 7th, a 
visit will be paid in the morning to the Corporation generating 
station at Dalmarnock, preceded by a paper by Mr. R. B. Mitchell, 
describing the station. In the afternoon visita will be paid to the 
shipyard of Messrs. John Brown & Co., Ltd., Clydebank, to the 
Clydes Mill power station of the Olyde Valley Electric Power Co., 
and to other works; there will also be an exoursion by road to 
some of the Glasgow Corporation's reservoirs. In the evening a 
public function will be held at Glasgow. On Wednesday morning, 
June 8th, a paper will be read at Glasgow University, by Prof. 
Magnus Maclean, on The Hydro-Electrio Resources of the Scottish 
Highlands." During the first part of the afternoon the works of 
Messrs. Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd., at Renfrew, will be visited, after 
which, by the invitation of the firm, an excursion by steamer on 
the Firth of Clyde will occupy the rest of the afternoon and 
evening. The last two days of the meeting will be devoted to a 
West Highland excursion ; on Thursday, June 9th, a start will be 
made from Glasgow, at mid-day, for Fort William, where the night 
will be spent, and next morning, Friday, June 10th, members will 
proveed by steamer to Kinlochleven, where the British Aluminium 
Co.'s hydro-electric installation will be inspected. A return by 
steamer during the afternoon to Oban will oonolude the meeting. 
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Ladies are cordially invited to take part in the meeting, and appli- 
cation for tickets should be made tothe Secretary of the Institution, 
1, Alpemarle Street, W. 1, not later than March 28th. 


MAGNETIC SUSCEPTIBILITY OF Low OnpER.—Prof, E. Wilson 
delivered the last of his lectures (see p. 246 of our February 26th 
issue) on the above subject to the members of the Institution on 
the 10th inst. 

III. Practical Applications. — At the present time so far as 
actual bulk is concerned magnetite is of the firat importance, 
but magnetic separation has found applications in other direc- 
tions. In 1914, in Northern Norway, about 2,200,000 tons of 
ore were dealt with, yielding 900,000 tons of concentrates. At 
Mineville, New York State, U.S.A., about 1,200,000 tons of ore were 
dealt with in 1916, and in 1917 in Sweden 2,500,000 tons of ore, 
yielding 1,100,000 tons of concentrates, were recorded. Of course, 
these figures do not refer to such important applications es the 
separation of wolfram from tinstone ores, or the separation of 
monazite for use in the gas mantle industry. 

The lecturer exhibited tables giving the susceptibility values of 
minerals to be separated, together with those which are important 
and meat likely to be met with. 

The susceptibility of even low-grade magnetite, which may be of 
the order 0'1, is still so high as to overwhelm that of any other 
rocks, It is largely associated with apatite, which has a small 
negative susceptibility and which gives rise to trouble, not from a 
magnetic standpoint, but because it takes the form of an impalpable 
powder and adheres to.the magnetite most tenaciously. Its 
removal has to be specially dealt with by washing or by air-blast, 
as the case may be. Inthe separation of wolfram ore from tin- 
stone there is none too large a margin in favour of the wolfram 
ore. A great field is open for treatment. 

The deposit in which monazite is found contains amongst other 
minerals ilminite and zircon. This is & case of double separation, 
the ilminite being extracted by a weak field, and the monazite by 
a strong field, the zircon going forward as a non-magnetic 
mineral, Great care must betaken, if grinding of the ore has to be 
resorted to, that the zircon, which is very hard, is not rendered 
magnetic by minute traces of iron. 

In the separation of spathic ore from zinc-blende or copper 
pyrites, there is a fair margin in favour of the former, and there 
is scops for treatment. 

The separation of franklinite from zinc-blende was one of the 
early problems solved by Wetherill. Specular ore when occurring 
with magnetite, as in the Norwerian schists, involves a double 
separation, the magnetite being first removed by a weak field, and 
the hematite by an intense field. 

A great deal of ingenuity has been spent upon the construction 
of the machinery used in magnetic separation. In the case of 
magnetite, the preliminary rough dry process (Wenstrom or 
Groadal) is followed by either a dry or wet fine separation. The 
Edison separator is an example of the dry process, and that of 
Gröndal is extensively used in wet separation. In the case of 
feebly magnetic materials, e.g., monazite, the double separators of 
Wetherill, the Rapid Magnetting Machine Co., or Humbolt, are 
available. 


WIRELESS SECTION.—At a meeting of this Section of the 
Institution on March 16th, a paper by Mr. G. Stead, M.A., on the 
Effect of Electron Emission on the Temperature of the Filament 
and Anode of a Therm'onic Valve," which was communicated by 
Prof. Sir J. J. Thomion, described experiments which were carri: d 
ont in the Cavendish Laboratory in May, 1918, and which were 
undertaken on behalf of the Wireless Telegraphy Department of 
H.M. Signal School, Portsmouth. The paper, which was published 
with the consent of the Admiralty, explained that the temperature 
at any point on a tungsten filament which was emitting ele trons 
was altered by the pissage of the emission current through the 
filament, and also on account of the latent heat of evaporation of 
the electrons. An account was given of some direct measure- 
ments, made with an optical pyrometer, of the distribution of 
temperature a'ong an emitting filament under various conditions, 
and it was found that when the negative end of the anode battery 
was connected to the negative end of the filament battery the dis- 
tribution of temperature along the filament became increasingly 
unsymmetrical as the emission current increased, the negative limb 
being hotter than the positive limb at a given distance from the 
lead. In the particular filament employed in the experiments it 
was estimated that the total electron current from the filament 
increased by 35 per cent. when the emission amounted to 11 per 
cent. of the current from the filament battery. An account was 
also given of some measurements of the temperature of an anode 
which was undergoing electron bombardmert, showing the relation 
between the anode temperature and the number of watts dissipated 
by the anode per sq. om. of surface. 


At the same meeting Dr. W. H. Eccles, vice president, and Miss 
W. A. Leyshon, B.Sc., presented a paper dealing with Some 
Thermionic Tube Circuits for Relaying and Measuring,” the firat 
part of which was concerned with some methods of measuring the 
voltage factor of a triode, and with circuits arranged for voltage 
amplification in which the full value of the voltaze factor could be 
utilised. In the orlinary method of ung a triole as a voltage 
amplifier, a high resistance was included in the anode circuit, 
and the variations in the p.d. across the resistance resulting 
from variations in the grid potential were utilised. The authors 
showed that a diode could replace the resistance or impedance in a 
voltage amplifier, with a resultin z increase in the sensitiveness of 
of ths latter. The second part of the paper dealt with some 
methods of detecting very lia ht contact between two conductors ; 
and the third part described triode circuits in which very small 
movements of a conductor could be made evident, It was pointed 


out that the experiments recorded in the second and third parts of 
the paper mizht form the basis of relays which could be actuated 
by extremely feeble currents or slight movements of conductors; 
the possibilities of the apparatus were many, and it might add 
appreciably to the ever-growing variety of uses to which the 
thermionic valve might be put. 

Barrow and District Association of Englneers.—At a meeting 
of the Association on March 11th, Mr. T. A. Sedgwick, A. M. I. E. E., 
read a paper on “ Electric Furnaces.” He said that the war was 
responsible for an enormous increase in the number and tonnage of 
electric furnaces in each of the countries affected. Previous to 
1914, the greater part of the alloys were imported, and when those 
supplies were interrupted, the steel manufacturers were compelled 
totake uptheir production. Atthetimeof thearmistice, their yearly 
output of alloys exceeded 10,000 tons, an output which met the 
whole country's requirements. It could be said that the number of 
furnaces installed in this country was not less than 150 with an 
aggregate capacity of 120,000 kVA. 

Edinburgh Electrical Society. —At the Apprentices’ Night, held 
on March 11th, competitive papers were read by Mesars. Bee, 
Clunie, and Mercer, the respective subjects being Measuring 
Instruments," “Small Motors," and ‘‘Country-House Lighting." 
The papers were much appreciated, and the decision as to priz3 
will b3 announced later. Atthe next meeting of the Society, to 
be held on March 25th, Mr. Leithead will give a lantern lecture on 
" Automatic Telephones." 


Chelmsford Engineering Socilety.— On March 3rd. Mr. L. D. 
Hill read a paper oa Direction and Position- Finding by 
Wireless.” The author dealt with the history and principles 
of direction finding in detail. the lecture being fully illustrated by 
numerous lantern slides and a film showing a demonstration of 
position-finding from three land stations during an aeroplane 
flizht from London to Brussels. Reference was made to the very 
important part played in the war by British direction-finding, 
which far surpassed the efforta of enemy countries. 

Institution of Railway Signal Engineers (Inc.).—The next 
meeting will b3 held at the Mid!and Grand Hotel, St. Pancras, on 
March 23rd, when a paper by Mr. D. C. Gall, entitled F anda- 
mental Calculations of ac. Track Circuits" will ba read and 
discussed, 

Manchester Wireless Soclety.—At a meeting, on February 
23rd, Mr. P. G. Thomason, late of the Royal Naval Reserve, 
lectured on Aerials.” Afterexplaining the purposes of an aerial, and 
describing the early designs of Hertz and those of Sir Oliver 
Lodge, and the long vertical wire of Marconi, the lecturer 
enumerated the types of aerial in use to-day. The directional 
effect of aeria's was explained, and the types of aerials in use at 
the big wireleas stations, such as Clifden, Poldhu, and Carnarvon, 
were described in that connection. 

Royal Artillery Institution.—Mr. H. F. Trewman, chief instructor 
in the electrical branch of the Ordnance Colleze, lectured, by the 
aid of diagrams and lantern slides, on Wireless Telephony, at 
the above-named Institution, at Woolwich, on March 8th. 


OUR PERSONAL COLUMN, 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
technical or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also electric tramway and railway oficials, to keep readers ida the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements, 


FULHAM Borouzh Council Electricity and Lighting Committee 
recommends that the basic salary of MR. N. A. CHESTERFIELD, 
chief clerk in the elec: 2255 department, be increased as from 
April 21st from £230 to £275 per annum, which, with the cost of 
living adjustments under the scale of the National Joint Board. 
will temporarily increase his total remuneration to £176 per 
&nnum. 

Ma. F. G. NESBITT has been appointed by Carron Company 
as its representative for London and the Southern Counties 
for its electric cooking ¿ni heating department, in succession to 
Mr. C. McKinlay. who has left its service. 

Mr. W. J. GREEN, for 11 yeara manager at Weston-super-Mare 
for the Bristol Tram ways Co., who is leaving, has been presented 
by the clerical staff with a silver-mounted umbrella, and by the 
traffic staff with a silver ink Gand. 

Messrs. William C. Yuille & Co, Ltd., of Glasgow, electric 
fittings suppliera, have appointed MR. A. Munro (of the Edison 
Swan E-ectric Co., Ltd.) as manager. He will combine with the 
appointment the duties of the late Mr. H. D. Anderson, director. 

We are informed that Mr. Walter Rutherford has resigned from 
the board and management of the English Electric Co., Ltd. MR. 
P. J. PYBUs. joint managing director, has been appointed managing 
director. 

Obituary. —MR. J. CAMERON.— The death has taken place. at the 
age of 72 years, of Mr. John Cameron, of Bispham, near Black- 
pool, who, until the Blackpool Corporation took over the under- 
taking last vear, was manager and secretary of the Blackpool and 
Fleetwecd Tramroad Co. 

MR. W. E. DALGLEISH.—The many friends in the North of 
England of Mr. W. E. D gleish will regret to hear of hia de:th 
on March 10th. He was employed for many years by the Metro- 
politan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd., and during the past eight years 
as one of the engineers on the erection staff attached to its 
Newcastle on-Tyne district office, 
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NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Macqueen’s Standardised Aluminium Alloys, Ltd. 
(173.533).—Private company. Registered March 7th. Capital, £100 in £1 
shares. To acquire the manutacturing, utilising, exploiting, and selling rights 
in the United Kingdom or elsewhere of a process of standurdising the alloys 
of aluminium invented by L. E. Macqueen, and known as Macqueen's Stan- 
dardised Aluminium Alloys." ‘The first directors are: L. E. Macqueen, 6, 
Arthur Street, W.C.2, consulting metallurgist and analyst (permanent. manag- 
ang director); L. A. Macqueen, 43 Munster Square, Regent Park, N.W. 1, 
electrician, Registered office: 267, High Holborn, W.C. I. 


Waterloo Tool Co., Ltd. (173,558).—Private company. 
Registered March 7th. Capital, £2,000 in £1 shares. To carry on the business 
oi manufacturers of and dealers in tools and cutlery, electrical and mechanical 
engineers, electricians, Ac. The subscribers (cach with one share) are: F. V. 
Lippold, ll, The Grove, Wandsworth, S. W., electrical engineer; W. A. S. 
Oxborow, 18-20, Temple Chambers, E.C., accountant. F. V. Lippold signs as 
director.“ Registered office: 21 and 23, York Road, Lambeth, S.E. 


C. F. Elwell, Ltd. (173,566).— Private company.  Regis- 
tered March 8th. Capital, 450, 000 in 41 shares (40,000 K ordinary and 
10,000 '' B” ordinary). To adopt agreements with C. F. Elwell; to carry 
on the business referted to therein; to acquire the benefit of and turn to 
account inventions relating to radio telegraphy, telephony, and other means 
of intercommunication, and apparatus, instruments, and appliances connected 
therewith, Xc. The subscribers (each with one “A” ordinary share) are: 
B. L. H. Diddams, 117, Fortress Road, N.W. 9, clerk; A. E. Fournier, 24, 
Gosberton Road, S. W. 12, clerk. The directors are to number not less than 
two nor more than six. The Radio Communication Co., Ltd., and C. F. 
Elwell (or his representatives) may, so long as they respectively hold £5,000 
shares, nominate two directors each. The first directors are: J. H. Scrutton 
and E. Benyon (deemed to represent the said company) and C. F. Elwell and 
E. E. Mittell (deemed to represent the said C. F. Elwell). Registered office : 
12, Craven House, Kingsway, W.C.2. 


R. G. Co., Ltd. (173,555).— Private company.  Regis- 
tered March 7th. Capital, £125 in 6d. shares. To acquire and deal in 
patents and àecntions relating to electrical and mechanical engineering, &c., 
and to acquire the exclusive British, Colonial, and foreign patent rights in 
an invention relating to reversing gears, for which provisional patent No. 
29,636 of 1920 has been granted to F. Newton and Newton Brothers (Derby), 
Ltd. The permanent directors are: C. A. Newton, Park Lane House, Little- 
over, Derby; F. Newton, 9, Keddleston Road, Derby; R. Newton, 36, Ash- 
bourne Road, Derby; H. Newton, Mile Ash House, Duffield Road, Derby; 
H. B. Roy, Darley Dene, Belper Road, Derby. Secretary: C. A. Newton. 
Registered office: 21, Market Place, Derby. 


Marler & Co., Ltd. (173,489).—Private company. Re- 
gistered March 3rd. Capital, £7,000 in £1 shares. To carry on the business 
of electrical, mechanical, and heating engineers and contractors, &c. The 
ermanent directors are: W. S. Marler, Guyon, St. Juiian's Avenue, Newport, 
Mon.; G. J. Fisher (chairman), Briarlea, Penvgarn, Pontypool; C. D. 
Esnouf, Brookale, Pensisely Road, Llandaff; R. Fisher, Trouville, New Inn, 
Pontypool Road; R. Moore, Newport, Mon. Solicitor: H. Saunders, Pontypool. 


Wye Lighting, Heating & Power Co., Ltd. (173,525).— 
Registered March 4th. Capital. £5,000 in £1 shares. To carry on the business 
indicated by the title. Minimum cash subscription £7. The first directors 
are: J. P. Sharples, 6, Upper Bridge Street, Wye, Kent; J. Long, 15, Church 
Street, Wye, Kent; S. D. F. Harwood, ‘‘ La Quinta," Wye, Kent. The 
two first-named are permanent. Qualification £100. Secretary: F. Flower. 
Registered office: 7, Bank Street, Ashíord, Kent. 


Fogdens Electric Co., Ltd. (173,508).—Private company. 
Registered March 4th. Capital, £2,000 in £1 shares. To carry on the busi- 
ness of electricians, electrical, mechanical, sanitary, gas and water engineers, 
ironmongers, manufacturers of and dealers in automobiles, motor cars and 
bodies, &c. The first directors are: Mrs. Bertha Fogden (governing director), 
Presgatyn, The Cliffs, Southend; Miss Blanche Fogden, Prestatyn, The Cliffs, 
Southend. A. F. Wilson, Wynchmore, Crowstone Road South, Westcliff. 
Registered office: 23, The Broadway, Leigh-on-Sea. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES, 


Church Stretton Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Charge on 
certain land and buildings at Crossways, Church Stretton, and Church 
Stretton Electric Lighting Order, 1916, rights, powers and privileges, &c., 
dated January 29th, 1921, to secure £1,550. Holder: Church Stretton 
Developments, Ltd. 


Ebonestos Insulators, Ltd.—Satisfaction in full on Janu- 
ary 31st, 1921, of mortgage dated June 30th, 1920, securing company's balance 
at bankers. 


Marston Billington, Ltd.—Debenture dated February 
19h, 1921, to secure £3,000, charged on the company's undertaking and pro- 
perty, present and future, including uncalled capital. Holder: F. G. W. 
Pearson, Highlands, Farnham Common, Bucks. 


Electrical Contracts & Maintenance Co., Ltd. (101,757).— 
Return dated December 31st, 1920. Capital, £3,000 in £1 shares. All shares 
taken up. £1,331 paid. £1,069 considered as paid. Mortgages and charges, 
nil. 

Dartmoor Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Issue on February 


7th, 1921, of £1,050 debentures, part of a series already registered. 


Colne Valley Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Satisfaction in 
full on February 12th, 1921, of debenture dated December 2nd, 1915, securing 
atl moneys due or to become due. 


Northampton Electric Light & Power Co., Ltd.—Issue 
on February 12th of £1,000 and on February 23rd, 1921, of £2,200 second 
debenture stock, parts of a series already registered. 


Tredelect Dynamos, Ltd.—First and second mortgage 
debentures dated February 22nd, 1921, to secure all moneys not exceeding 
£4.000 each, which the mortgagees may pav under their guarantee to com- 
panv's bankers, charged on premises in Water Lane, Richmond, and the com- 
pany's undertaking and property, present and future, including uncalled capital. 
Holders: Sir Herbert H. Bartlett, 56, Victoria Street, Westminster; F. A. 
Minter, Old Trees, Parkside, Wimbledon; and others. 


C. H. Hare & Son, Ltd. (110,911).—Return dated Decem- 
ber 31st, 1920. Capital, £16,000 in £1 shares (8.000 preference and 8.000 ordi- 
narv). All shares taken up. 28.502 paid. £7,498 considered as paid. Mort- 
gages and charges, nil. 


Henry Bisseker, Ltd.—Particulars of £6,300 second de- 
bentures authorised January 27th, 1921, whole amount issued, charged on 
the companv's undertaking and property, present and future, including 
uncalled capital. 


Leatherhead & District Electricity Co., Ltd.—Particulars 
of £10.000 debentures authorised February 7th, 1921, present issue £9,150. 
charged on company's property, present and future, including uncalled 
capital, subject to prior first mortgage debentures. 


CITY NOTES. 


The accounts for 1920 show a profit of 

W. T. Henley's £210,003. Deducting £46,975 for directors’ 
Telegraph Works and auditors’ fees, debenture interest, and 
Co., Ltd. depreciation, and adding £141,633 brought 
forward, the total is £334,661. Income tax 

requires £45,524; reserve £18,432; loss on realisation of Govern- 
ment loans and trustee securities £35,051, less reserve, £5,607, 
plus £7,560 transferred to reserve against Government loans 


‘and trustee securities still held, making £13,166; preference 


dividend £9,000; interim dividend on the ordinary shares 
420, 000, pension funds £5,000; final dividend on the ordinary 
shares of 2s. per share, less tax, making 3s. for the year, 
requires £40,000; to be carried forward £183,938. Provision 
has been made in the accounts in respect of the liability for 
excess prolits duty and corporation tax to the end of the 
year 1920. Henley's Tyre & Rubber Co., Ltd., has had a 
successtul year's trading, and the progress of the company has 
necessitated an increase in the capital employed from £140,000 
to £200,000 The Tyre Co., following the practice of the parent 
company of purchasing against requirements only, has been 
fortunate in not holding any considerable stocks of rubber, 
and hàs consequently been able to take full advantage ot the 
fall in prices. Since the close of the year, an issue of £250,000 
ordinary share capital at 24s. per share has been made. The 
applications considerably exceeded the amount offered. In 
allotting the shares preference was given to applications from 
the existing ordinary and preference shareholders and deben- 
ture stockholders, all of whom received allotment in full. 


At the annual meeting, held in New- 
castle on the llth inst., Lieut.-Col. F. R. 
Simpson, who presided, said that in view 
of the uncertainty of the outlook they had 
placed 416, 000 to the general reserve. 
During the year capital expenditure had 
reached £23,065, necessary to meet the large increase in the 
demand for energy. A further £16,000 had been allowed for 
depreciation, making the amount written off up to date 
£105,500. Wages, salaries, coal, &c., showed an increase of 
£14,959, coal being the principal item. As to wages, rates of 
pay were nearly 170 per cent. above pre-war level. The total 
gross receipts for electrical energy supplied showed an increase 
of £36,937, or 33 per cent. over 1919, which was mainly due 
to a large increase in new consumers and extensions -to 
existing installations. The net profit for the year was £11,104, 
InakKing, with the amount brought forward from the previous 
year, an available balance of £24.367. During the year a 
petition was lodged against the Newcastle Corporation Bill, 
which contained clauses conferring upon the Corporation 
powers to supply electrical energy to consumers near its 
tramways, and which would haye affected the rights of the 
company. As a result of the petition the clauses referred to 
were deleted. It was resolved that a dividend at the rate 
of 5 per cent., less income tax, be paid for the year. 


At the meeting held last week, Mr. Fol- 
lett Holt said that the situation in Para 
was adversely affected by the sudden and 
serious fall in the exchange value of the 
Brazilian milreis from the high figure of 
18d. to little more than half that figure. The 
important bearing thereof on their revenue had caused them to 
be very conservative in the allocation of their funds, and in 
the recommendation to reduce the dividend from 8 per cent. 
to 6 per cent. for 1920. The local gross receipts were slightly 
less than the year before, chiefly owing to certain concessions 
made both for public and private lighting in connection with 
the debt settlement; during the latter part of the year traffic 
returns Were less satisfactory, due to the state of the rubber 
market. The general condition of the rubber market, chiefly 
governed, of course, by the Eastern plantation rubber, was 
critical, and there was little doubt that the year 1921 would 
put the commercial endurance of Para and its hinterland to 
a severe test. ‘The outlook in respect of the company’s local 
earnings was not encouraging, and operating and other ex- 
penditure had to be carefully watched. | 

Capital expenditure during 1920 £293,821. 
Revenue for 1920, after deducting expenses, 
&c., £244,253, plus £19.188 brought for- 
ward. Debenture interest, less tax, 
£53,751; written off preliminary expenses 
£8,972; to reserve for depreciation, renewals, &c., £50,000; 
to general reserve 462.500; 6 per cent. on preference shares, 
less tax: 8 per cent. for the vear, less tax, on the ordinary; 
carried forward 418.595. The death is recorded of Mr. F. E. 
Savory, one of the original directors of the company. Sir 
Ernest Hilev resigned from the directorate in August last, 
and Sir Guy Granet in December, due to increasing pressure 
upon their time. Lord Gainford and Lieut.-Col. Sir Frederick 
Hall have been appointed to the board. The deputy chairman, 
Sir Harry Renwick, has been appointed chairman and manag- 
ing director. In order to comply with the requirements of 
the new Electricity (Supply) Act. 1919, application was made 
early last year to the Electricity Commissioners for their 
consent to the company proceeding with the erection of its 
proposed generating station at Barking. powers for which were 
obtained in 1913. The Commissioners decided to defer 
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this matter until after March 31st, 1921, by which date schemes 
have been invited by them covering the constitution of a 
Joint Electricity Authority for the London and Home Coun- 
ties Electricity District. An extraordinary general meeting 
has been convened at the conclusion of the ordinary general 
meeting for the purpose of considering, and, if thought fit, 
approving a Bill introduced by the company for the purpose 
of facilitating the erection of the proposed generating station 
at Barking, in the event of the consent of the Electricity 
Commissioners being obtained. The applications received 
during the past year amounted to the equivalent of 5,673 kW, 
making the total at December 3lst last 87,902 kW.  Con- 
sumers have increased from 31.390 to 34,764. As to the asso- 
ciated companies, the South London Electric Supply Cor- 
poration, Ltd., has declared a final dividend on the ordinary 
shares at the rate of 9 per cent. per annum, making 7 per 
cent. for the year. The Bournemouth & Poole Electricity 
Supply Co., l.td., has declared a final dividend on the ordinary 
shares at the rate of 9 per cent. per annum, making 7 per 
cent. for the year. The business of the Coatbridge and 
Airdrie Electric Supply Co., Ltd., continues to progress. 
Units generated and purchased, 66, 926.800; total sold, 
49,553,223 (increase 7,065,551) ; used on works, 6,098,029; used 
in transmission and distribution, 11,275,548. Meeting held 
March 1dth. 

The report of the Allmaenna Svenska 
Elektriska A.B., of Vasteras, states that 
the directors experienced great difficulties 
in planning the company’s activity during 
1920. In the first half of the year manu- 
facturing did not correspond by a long way to the great de- 
mand for the company's products, while the new orders 
coming to hand at the end of the year, particularly from the 
Scandinavian markets, showed a large reduction. ‘The present 
stock of orders was certainly satisfactory, but the company 
would be unable to avoid having to manufacture for stock to 
a large extent. The results of the year's activity were pre- 
judicially affected by two strike months at the beginning of 
the year and by prices falling heavily. The directors were 
adopting strong measures to reduce the stocks and the work- 
ing expenses. 

The department for electrical installations was satisfactorily 
occupied, although in this branch also the orders seemed 
to be decreasing. The sale departments in Sweden had been 
reorganised in order to bring down the high working expenses 
which were occasioned by the late period of high prosperity, 
and in connection with this matter the sale of installation 
materials had to the greatest possible extent been concen- 
trated at the company's central warehouse in Stockholm. 
Satisfactory results were being shown by the export trade, 
and the new markets to the westward were constantly being 
increased. A new subsidiary company was started in Belgium 
at the change of the year with a share capital of 500,000 kr. 
During the year negotiations were opened with the Soviet 
Government regarding a concession to carry on business in 
Russia, and the discussions were still proceeding. 

The activity at the ironworks departments was still further 
diminished on account of the inconsiderable demand. Mining 
operations were suspended during the year after sufficient 
ore for treatment in the near future had been mined. The 
production of pig iron was being continued to a reduced 
extent; the new sheet rolling mill at Surahammar had been 
brought into operation, and was supplying transformer sheets 
of high quality for the company's needs. At the end of the 
year the number of persons employed at the company's own 
offices and works was 6,963, as compared with 7,220 at the 
close of 1919. 

After having made provision for depreciation, interest 
charges on loans, and for taxation, the accounts show net 
profits of 4,018,000 kr., as contrasted with 8,019,000 kr. in 
1919 and 7,718,000 kr. in 1918. As mentioned in a previous 
issue, the dividend is at the rate of 6 per cent.. as compared 
with 19 per cent. in 1919, leaving 337,000 kr. to be carried 
forward. The share capital now amounts to 108,500,000 kr., 
as against 84,050,000 kr. in 1918. In addition the company's 
own loans amount to 10,000,000 kr., while the debt to the 
banks increased from 378,000 kr. in 1919 to 5,849,000 kr. last 
year. 


Allmaenna 
Svenska 
Elektriska A.B. 


Presiding at the annual meeting, on 


Telegraph March 10th, the Earl of Selborne, K.G., 
Construction & said that on the debtor side of the balance 
Maintenance sheet the debts owing by the company 
Co., Ltd. and reserves for insurance and contingen- 


cies had increased by no Jess than £436,843, 
as compared with the previous year. and stood at the large 
figure of £1.892.550. On the asset side the item of stocks of 
stores, materials, &c., showed a corresponding increase of 
£832,122, and stood at £1,551,978. On the one side the figures 
were due to the company having received large sums as in- 
stalments on account of contracts in course of being carried 
out. and on the other to the unusually heavv stocks of materials 
and cable forming part of those unfinished contracts. The 
profit and loss account showed a net profit, after providing for 
income tax. excess profits duty, and corporation tax, of 
£110,187, which was about £14,000 less than last year. It 
must be remembered that & year ago the prices of materials 
were on the upward grade, whereas now thev were rapidly 
falling. and it was very difficult to maintain prices on a falling 
market. As instances he might mention that iron wire had 


fallen about £20 a ton, steel nearly £30 a ton, copper wire 
about £50, and jute yarn about £60 a ton. Those reductions 
had mostly taken place in the last few months of the year. 
The responsibility and anxiety of the management of such a 
business as theirs during a year like 1920 had been very great, 
and they had reason to be very grateful for the skill which 
had been shown. Before the close of the year they purchased 
the ex-German cable steamer Stephan from the Ministry 
of Shipping. They realised that the present was not a favour- 
able time to buy a steamer, but they had certain contracts 
for which she was required, and there was no other course 
open to them. As showing the unprofitable nature of ship- 
owning at the present time, he might give them the receipts 
and expenses of their three steamers last year. The Colonia 
brought in receipts amounting to £181,859, and her expenses 
were £182,626, a loss of £1,067. The Stephan brought in 
£100,904, against expenses amounting to £163,167, an excess of 
expenditure over receipts of £1,263. In the case of the 
Telcone the receipts were £49,794 and the expenses £45,940, 
a profit of £3,854. ‘Those figures showed that in a year in 
which their ships had been fully employed, they had been 
unable even to earn their depreciation. it was obvious that 
operating expenses must come down or their ships would have 
to join the ranks of the unemployed; they could not continue 
to contemplate a loss on every voyage they undertook. He 
hoped sincerely that this year they would get back to an 
economic basis in that regard. Out of the £110,187 profit for 
the year they proposed to pay the shareholders in dividends a 
total of £89,640; to add £20,000 to the reserve fund, and to 
increase the carry forward by £547. Before arriving at that 
profit théy had had to provide for income tax, excess profits 
duty, corporation tax, and rates and taxes of their works, 
an amount of over £130,000, which was very much more than 
the shareholders received in dividends, and during the year 
they had paid over half a million sterling in wages and salaries. 
In that connection he would like to draw their attention 
to the great drag on industry caused by the rising rates. At 
their two works, owing to the rise in the assessments and 
the great increase in the rates, they would this year have to 
pay about £19,000 in that way, as compared with £2,600 in 
1900. When they took everything into consideration the re- 
sults of the past year were satisfactory. The country was 
passing through a time of most extraordinary difficulty. There 
was no royal road out of the economic position in which they 
found themselves. They could only emerge by rigid economy 
and by a lessening of taxation. What the world wanted was 
peace—an ussurance of peace by the settlement of disputes 
among nations, and the consequent resumption of international 


trade. That alone would bring them a new era of prosperity. 
At the annual ordinary general meeting 

Metropolitan held on March 8th, Mr. A. W. Tait, C.B.E. 
Electric Supply (chairman), said that the increase in re- 
0., Ltd. venue for the year was satisfactory as the 


two previous years showed a slight de- 
crease. The output rose from 25,127,000 to 27,798,00U units. 
The removal of restrictions had had a beneficial effect upon 
the lighting load, and the number of new consumers connected 
represented an addition of 3,374 kW. The present trade 
depression necessarily had an adverse effect upon the sale of 
power, but the company was really well situated as there 
had been considerable industrial development in its western 
urea of supply, leading to a number of new connections. It 
was hoped that the new plant at Willesden would be avail- 
able before the end of the vear; this should enable the com- 
pany to effect considerable economies in generation and dis- 
tribution. It was necessary to raise £500,000 in order to carry 
out the programme of the company. Negotiations already 
had been opened in this direction, and it was thought that 
the investment would prove an attractive one, having regard 
to the sound position of the undertaking. The chairman 
thought that the next directors' report would be very satis- 
factory, as the peak of high prices had been passed. The 
report and accounts were adopted. 


The ordinary annual meeting of the 
shareholders was held on March 10th. Mr. 
Wm. F. Fladgate, M.V.O. (chairman), who 
and City presided, said that the output had reached 

„ 144 millions of units in the West End and 
Supply Co., Ltd. over 20 millions in the City. Referring to 
the borrowing of 4250.000 on 64 per cent. 

secured notes, the chairman said that it had been the practice 
of the company to depend on advances from its bankers, but 
owing to the contemplated large expenditure it was thought 
wiser to raise the necessary funds by the issue of the notes. 
A large part of this amount (£160,000) had been spent upon 
works at Bow, but until December last the improvements 
were not benefiting the company, although it was hoped to 
realise a marked decrease in costs later in the present year. 
The speaker hoped that from £100,000 to £150,000 would 
&uffice for the capital expenditure this year. but this would 
depend upon the cost of labour and materials. The directors 
were asking for increased borrowing powers to the extent of 
£950,000 for each undertaking—City and West End. These 
powers were required. as the limit of the present powers had 
almost been reached. The chairman spoke at some length upon 
the proposed Greater London electricity supplv scheme. He 
stated that the supply companies had produced a scheme. in 
which the L.C.C. participated, and the engineering proposals 
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had been found satisfactory to both parties. 
. reasons the preparation of a joint financial scheme was con- 
. sidered undesirable, and separate schemes had been formu- 
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lated. The report and accounts were adopted, and the resolu- 

tion empowering the board to borrow £500,000 was passed 
unanimously. 

During the year 1920 the connections in- 

Newcastle-upon- creased by 25,203 h.p. to 341,940 h.p. The 

Tyne Electric profit was £392,643, against £248,194. After 

Supply Co., Ltd. deducting 430.000 for plant renewals and 

improvements reserve, and adding 49.598 

brought forward, there is available £372,242, against £259,621. 


. Debenture and loan interest require £57,914 and reserve for 


special depreciation and contingencies other than the equalisa- 
tion of dividends £95,000; dividends on the 7 per cent. cumu- 
lative preference shares and the 5 per cent. preference shares 
are paid, subject to income tax, und the total distribution on 
the ordinary shares is 8 per cent. for the year, subject to tax. 
There is to be carried forward £13,091. The expenditure on 
plant renewals and improvements during the year amounted 
to £44,911, which has been charged against reserve for plant 
renewals and improvements account. The unsettled conditions 
in trade, and the continued high labour costs have again 
adversely affected the trading for the year. The additional 
capital expenditure for the year has amounted to £475,459, 
and represents the completion of the remaining extensions at 
Carville and further extensions at Dunston power stations, and 
additions to the company's distribution system generally. The 
extensions at Carville power station were completed during 
the year, and the new plant is now in commission. Negotia- 
tions with the North Eastern Railway Co. are proceeding in 
connection with the electrification of a portion of that com- 
pany's main line. The directors have been approached with 
the object of obtaining & contribution to the funda of the 
University Colleges of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and recommend 
to the shareholders that an amount of £1,000 be sanctioned, 
payable over two years. 

Meeting: March 22nd. i 

Speaking at the annual meeting, Sir 
Oxford Electric Henry Mance said that 1920 was the first 
Co., Ltd. normal year they had had since the com- 
mencement of the war. The coal strike, 
and the extension of summer time to October were detrimental, 
but, notwithstanding this, their output had increased by 96 
pr cent. The great advance in the rates of wages and the 
cost of coal and other commodities had necessitated their 
applying for an increase in the statutory charge; this had 
been granted, and was now in operation. With regard to 
legislation, it would be a long while before any material 
change could be made in the distribution of electric power 
throughout Oxfordshire or the neighbouring counties. Ac- 
cording to the Times report, Sir Henry said that the further 
measure which would be under the eonsideration of Parlia- 
ment this session appeared to be an enabling Bill giving lend- 
ing and borrowing powers to various authorities, but he did 
not expect much assistance in the future in that direction. 
What they really wanted was willingness on the part of the 
Government to guarantee interest on any money advanced 
with the latter's approval for the purpose of cheapening and 
extending the production and distribution of electricity. If 
the Government would take that responsibility, which would 
cost them nothing, they would be rendering a real service 
to the industry throughout the country. 

In addressing the annual general meet- 
ing held in London last week, Sir George 
H. Fisher-Smith, J.P., said that the final 
dividend of 64 per cent. (making 71 per 
cent. for the year) on the ordinary shares 
would leave £38,926 to be carried forward, or £10,519 more 
than in the previous year. He described 1920 as one of the 
most difficult years for commerce ever known. The present 
lack of business was due to the almost entire absence of pur- 
chasing power. There was plenty of work to be done, but 
there was not sufficient money to pay for it. The time had 
arrived when the cost of production would have to be seriously 
reconsidered, and capital and labour would have to work 
together to that end in their mutual interest if we were to 
retain our great manufacturing position in the world. He 
believed that the present financial stringency was largely due 
lo excessive taxation. It was difficult to forecast the future, 
but he was under the impression that we were nearing the 
bottom of the reductions in the values of raw material, and 
if prices could be stabilised buyers both at home and abroad 
would have confidence in placing orders, and in consequence 
& revival in trade would surely take place. The electrical 
Industry would be one of the first to revive, because a successful 
future would demand more and more the use of electricity. 
Their company was ready to meet the expansion when it 


London Electric 
Wire Co. and 
Smiths, Ltd. 


me. 

Mr. A. N. Smith stated that the company had managed to 
make a record output during the past year at its Manchester 
factories. The completion of the new extensions was in sight. 


Ceunty of Durham Electrical Power Distribution Co.— 
Dividend of 12 per cent. for the year on the ordinary shares; 
carried forward 21, 275. 

Mirrlees Watson Co., Ltd.—Dividend for 1920,- 10 per 
cent., and a bonus of 7j per cent., both less tax. 
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British Insulated & Helsby Cables, Ltd.—Profit for 1920, 
after making provision for estimated liability for E.P.D. and 
corporation profits tax to date, is £340,713, plus £108,316 
brought forward, making a total of £444,029. From this 
are deducted: directors’ and debenture trustees’ fees and 
remuneration to works committee, £9,665; interest on first 
debenture stock, £22,500; interest on second debenture stock, 
£10,000; preference dividend, £30,000. There has been put 
to depreciation on buildings, plant, machinery, &c., £50,000; 
to reserve account, 450.000; and to first mortgage debenture 
stock redemption account, £5,000. The interim dividend on 
ordinary shares absorbed £37,500, and it is proposed to pay 
a further dividend of 6i per cent. on the ordinary shares at 
once, and a bonus of 5 per cent. on June 30th next, making 
with the interim dividend already paid a total of 15 per cent. 
for the year, absorbing a further £119,500. "There is carried 
forward, after making provision for estimated liability for 
E.P.D. and corporation profits tax, a balance of £116,864. 
During the past year, both the Prescot and Helsby factories 
were again kept busy to their full capacity. On account of 
failing health, Dr. E. K. Muspratt resigned his seat on the 
board. Mr. J. A. Smith has recently been elected a director. 


Electro-Bleach & By-products, Ltd.—The profit for 1920, 
after deducting repairs. standing charges, depreciation, in- 
come tax, debenture interest, bonus to employés, directors’ 
additional remuneration, and reserve for E.P.D. and corpora- 
tion profits tax, is £51,643, plus 44.277 brought forward. 
Preference dividend 124 per cent. for the vear; ordinary divi- 
dend 25 per cent. for the year; carried forward £5,921. Sir 
H. Mackinder, M.P., and Mr. E. G. Cubitt, J.P., resigned 
their seats on the board during the year. Messrs. H. D. 
Butchart, E. O. Glover, and A. W. Tangye, O.B.E., have 
been appointed directors. Mr. F. J. Dundas and Mr. James 
Swinburne retired in December, 1920, but at the request of 
the directors have rejoined the board. Meeting: March 2rd, 
at Manchester. 


Scarborough Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—New connections 
during 1920 equivalent of 16,438 lamps (30 watt), making 
161,141. New consumers 449. Units supplied 1.454.377, in- 
crease 396.670. After putting £4,000 to depreciation, and 
paying £755 bank interest. the profit is 2.370, plus £2,339 
other revenue, making the net profit 44.709, plus £6,683 
brought forward. Dividend to be paid at the maximum rate 
allowed under the Scarborough Electricity (Temporary In- 
crease of Charges) Order, 1918. namely. 21 per cent., leaving 
£9.149 to be carried forward. Mr. G. Alderson-Smith has 
retired from the chairmanship, and Mr. A. A. C. Swinton 
takes his place. The former remains as deputy chairman. 
Mr. G. T. Beeforth has retired. New directors are Messrs. 
R. Pawley, F. G. Holden. and Capt. W. H. L. Wordsworth. 


Brompton & Kensington Electricity Supply Co.. Ltd.— | 
The revenue account for 1990 shows a credit balance of 
£42,903, plus £1,230 brought forward: £1,000 interest on loan 
to the B. & K. Accessories Co., T.td., and £274 interest re- 
ceived and accrued, making a total of £45,406. After paving 
7 ner cent. on the cumulative preference shares, £369 is 
written off investments, £9,655 is put to depreciation, £10,000 
to reserve, 12 per cent. for the vear is paid on the ordinarv. 
£1,000 is put to directors" additional remuneration, and £1.776 
is carried forward. The number of customers increased from 
7.389 to 7,896; lamps connected (35 watt) from 433,152 to 
479.936: gross receints from £74.45 to £102.372: expenditure 
from £44,683 to 459.469: net receipts from £29,362 to £49.903; 
average price ner unit obtained, from 4.61d. to 5.303d. Meet- 
ing: March 17th. 


Cambridge Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Mr. R. F. Scott. 
presiding at the annual meeting. said that the net profit was 
£900 more than in 1919, and £2,000 more than 1918. They 
had hardlv recovered their pre-war position. They were pay- 
ing 46s. for coal, against 18s. 3d. or less a few years ago. 
and the coal now was not quite so satisfactory. The business 
was still expanding, and must do so. They would have to 
provide new machinerv. and vrohablv before the end of the 
year would have to raise £10,000 new capital. 


Globe Telegraph & Trust Co.. Ltd.—Ouarterlv interim 
dividend of 5s. per share on the old and new ordinary shares, 
free of tax; further 4s. 8d. per share, being interest at the 
rate of 10 per cent., free of tax, in respect of the instalments 
paid on the new ordinary shares. 


Western Telegranh Co., Ltd.—Second quarterlv interim 
dividend of 5s. ner share. free of income tax, to holders of old 
shares Nos. 1 to 907,930 inclusive. being at the rate of 10 
per cent. per annum. The dividend of 4s. per share. free of 
income tax, on the new shares. in accordance with the terms 
of the issue is also announced. 


Direct Spanish Telegraph Co., Ltd.—Dividends of 10 per 
cent. per annum, less tax, on the preference shares, and 
6 per cent.. free of tax (making 10 per cent. for the year) 
on the ordinary. 


Stock Exchange Notice.—Application has been made to 
the Committee to appoint a special settling day in the fol- 
lowing:— 

Midland Electric Corporation for Power Distribution.— 
20 00 ordinary shares of £1 each, fully paid, Nos. 1 to 


858 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. [vol 68. No 2,260, Manon 18, 1921, 


Hastings & District Tramways Co., Ltd.—After paying 
74 per cent. on the preference shares and putting 43,000 
to depreciation, .£1,000 is to be carried forward. 


South Staffordshire Tramways Co.—4After paying 4 per 
cent. on the preference shares, £668 is to be carried forward. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


TUESDAY EVENING. 

Stock EXCHANGE markets have got into a much better state of 
mind. Members admit that they are puzzled to account for 
the change of front that has occurred in markets. The obvious 
explanation is that there is more buying than selling. The 
forced realisations apparently have ceased. Prices had to get 
down to levels at which. they were tempting, but for the lust 
24 months Stock Exchange men have been complaining that 
nobody had any money except for purely gilt-edged stocks. 
Nor can it be said that the present movement has any sub- 
stantial backing of purchases behind it. It is almost as much 
sentimental as real, but the fact remains that the market out- 
look 1s more healthy, and this possibly has led to the greater 
hopefulness which has arisen in regard to trade and industry 
generally. ‘There is every hope of the Bank Rate coming down 
before the Budget is opened, and the Spring of the seasons is 
retlected in that of the markets. 

At the meeting of the London Electric Wire Compuny the 
other day, Sir G. H. Fisher-Sunth expressed his belief that 
the electrical industry would be one of the first to revive. 
His impression is that we are near tlie bottom of tlie reduction 
in the values of raw material, and if (a big “if ’’P prices could 
be stabilised, buyers both at home and abroad would have 
confidence in placing orders, and in consequence a revival in 
trade would surely take place. ‘This may be taken as a very 
fair sample of the optimism which has sprung up in regard to 
trade. lt certainly has its effect upon industrial shares. 
Edisons have recovered from 8s. 9d. to 1Us., and, althougu the 
other manufacturing issues are stil under a cloud, it 18 no 
longer so ditlicult to sell them as it was even a fortnight ago. 
The report of the W. T. Henley's Company makes a capital 
showing. The company repeats its 15 per cent. dividend paid 
‘for the last three years, and carries forward the substantial 
amount of £153,000, which is an increase of £42,000 over that 
of last year. lt may be recalled that the present 15 per cent. 
dividend is equal to 30 per cent. on the capital as it stood 
before the latter was doubled in 1918. ‘The report mentions 
that the holding in Henley's Tire and Rubber Company is now 
£200,000, an increase of £60,000 as compared with a year ago. 

City of London Electric ordinary have gone back to 74s. 6d., 
but on the other hand, County ordinary are better at 73, and 
the preference hold their rise at 84. We have heard two or 
three inquiries lately as to whether the County Company is 
likely to follow the example of the City of London, and split 
its shares into the more easily negotiable denomination of £l. 
Charing Cross and Metropolitan. ordinary shares are both ex 
dividend, showing no particular change allowing for the 
deductions, which, however, have the effect of making the 
yields on the shares still more attractive than they were before. 
Westminsters continue a shade under £5. The Newcastle-on- 
1226 ike is a good one, but the ordinary shares remuin at 

8. 6d. us 

It may be of interest to remark, incidentally, that last week 
the electricians employed by one of the big London boroughs 
presented what amounted to an ultimatum to the Borough 
Council, stating that any re-adjustment of wages must be con- 
sidered only on a basic line of 150 per cent. increase over the 
wages paid just before the war broke out. In other words, 
the pre-war wage was multiplied by 2} to arrive at a starting 
point from which fresh adjustment of wages would alone be 
considered. | 

The rises in Home Railway stocks are mostly confined to 
those in the steam division, where material improvements have 
occurred this month. Some of the stocks are 1U points higher 
than they were at the beginning of March.. With them have 
advanced the prior-charge issues, and the pre-ordinary stocks 
of the Metropolitan, the District, and the Central London com- 
panies have kept pace. Metropolitan 34 per cent. A ” deben- 
ture stock has recovered to 55} and the 34 per cent. “B” 
debenture to 53. District prior-lien debenture at 58 and the 
6 per cent. debenture stock at 54 are both better. The three 
issues of Metropolitan 31 per cent. preferences have hardened 
to 43, while the 5 per cent. preference has risen to 61. "There 
is a fair amount of cover-margin for the debenture stocks of all 
the electric companies. The London Electric, the District, 
and the Central London securities have an additional protec- 
tion in a Common Fund agreement with three of the Under- 
sround Railways and the London General Omnibus Company, 
which secures the prior-charges of all, before the ordinary 
stocks of any receive their allotted share of the pooled 
receipts. The ordinary stocks of the electric companies are 
steady, wnhout any particular feature declaring itself. Metro- 
politan is 4 up and Underground Electric £10 shares 1 higher, 
the latter movement replacing the loss of last week. 

The feature amongst cable issues 18 the manner in which 


Marconi's have spurted. , Towards the end of last week a buy. 
ing movement developed which has lifted the price 3/16 to 
388. 9d., from which it reacted to 1 7/3. Apparently there is 
something of u bear account in the market, for the volume o 
buying has been coinparatively small. Marconi Marines have 
risen in Sympathy to 25s. 9d. Radio Corporation Cominun are 
better at 8s. 3d., the preferred remaining about 108. 9d. The 
cable group itself is very quiet. Anglo-American deferred eased 
olf to 16, and United River Plate Telephones at 64 are 4 lower. 
Stock Exchange ineiubers regard with curious interest a doze: 
or more of huge drums outside tlie Shorter s Court entrance 
to the markets. The drums bear Callender's lettering, and are 
said to be awaiting practical use in the direction of further 
telephonic facilities fur the Stock Exchange. 

Babcock & Wilcox have risen to 23, an improvement of 5s, 
the whole of the iron and steel market being decidedly better 
on the impression, mentioned above, that trade has reached its 
lowest curve, and that from now onwards the course of in- 
dustry should expand. Armaments are better for the same 
reason, there being quite material rises in Vickers and certam 
others of this class. On the other hand, British Aluminium 
ordinary are weak at lds. 9d., British Insulated have dropped 
to 3Us., and English Electrics to lls, 9d. Metropolitan-Vickers 
preference, despite the rise in Vickers shares, gave way to jj. 
General Electrics are harder at 14, and Siemens improved tà 
2Us. 6d. ‘Telegraph Constructions at 201 are ex the recently 
paid dividend. Prices in the rubber share market are better, 
more in sympathy with other markets than for any intrinsic 
reason. Indeed, the price of rubber has dropped below 18. per 
lb. 


SHARE LIST OF ELEOTRICAL OOMPANIES, 


Homer ELECTRICITY COMPANIES, 
Dividend Prioe 


^A ^ . March 15, Yield 
1919, 1920, 1921. Rise or fall. p.c. 


Brompton Ordinary.. oe ee 12 12 st — £9 16 0 
Charing Cross Ordinary T ee 7 8 Bixd — 10 18 4 
do. do. do. 44 Pref. eo? 13 43 Hi — 8 8 R 
Chelsea.. $a oe T «„ 4 6 = 910 € 
City of London s ea ee 18 14 24/6 —8d. 1186 
do. do. 6 per cent, Pref, .. 6 6 17/5 — 6111 
County of London „ 8 8 71 11 10 6 6 
do. do. 6 percent, Pref, 6 6 Bà tae 166 
Kensington Ordinary oe ee 7 9 4 — 11 5 0 
London Electric .. — .. „ 23 32b 1 — 710 0 
do. do. 6 per cent. Pref... 6 6 exe — 10 18 1 
Metropolitan.. wa T «„ 6 7 xd - 12 8 6 
do. 4 per cent. Prell. 4 43 91; - 815 8 
8$, James' and Pall Mall. 19 14 6 - 10 0 0 
Bouth London oe ee ee 6 — -a 9 9 10 
Bouth Metropolitan Pref, .. ee 7 q 1 — 8 17 10 
Westminster Ordinary .  ». 10 10 4$ — 10 5 i 
TELEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES, 

ii 135 80 191! 

An lo-Am, Tel. Pref, [17 ee — 

Odo. al. NO N 8% dà e —1 976 
Chile Telephone oe ee oe 8 6 53 — $ M. 6 8 
Cuba Sub. Ord. ee ee oe 7 — 10 15 4 
Eastern Extension ee m ee 10 10 16 — 680 
Eastern Tel. Ord. oe ee mI 8 10 160 — 0 4 1 
Globe Tel. and T. Ord. oe T 8 10 l6gxd — 680 

do. do. Pref. oe T 6 6 txd +4 618 4 
Great Northern Tel. - ee 2 22 203 = 10 14 6 
Indo-European T T ee 18 10 80 -— 8 6 8 
Marconi oe e æ „ 25 25 14 +3 — 
Oriental Telephone Ord. .. e. 10 12 24 — *$ 91 
United R. Plate Tel. ee oe 8 8 63 - é 16 1) 8 
West India and Panama ee 1/3 Nil 7 — Nil 
Western Telegraph. oe eo 8 10 1 - 850 

Home RaiLs, 
1919 vid m M 
Centra! London Ord. Assented .. 4 — 
Metropolitan .. EN ae ee 11 14 21 +È 7 210 
do. District E eO Nit Nil at — Nil 
Underground Electric Ordinary Nil Nil 1 +È Nil 
do. do. i A d eo Nil Nil B/- — Nil 
do. do. Income ., 4 2 654 - $19 8 
Foreign Trams, &c. 
1918 1919 1 1 
Anglo-Arg, Trams, First Pref, .. Nil — 

pr a do. ind Pref. .. Nil NA 8$ - Nil 

do. do. b 96 Deb. [E] 5 6 594 21 8 8 0 
Brazil Tractions  .. T .. Nil! Nil 87 +4 T" 
British Columbia Eleo. Rly. Pfee. 6 6 66 — 8 18 A 

do. do, Preferred A 6 64 +1 *8 14 
do. do. Deferred Ni 8 51 +1 «117 ô 
O. do. Deb. ee ‘+ 41 b =l 7 11 8 
Mexico Trams 5 per cent. Bonds.. Ni Nil B9 — Nil 
do. 6 per cent. Bonds. Ni! Nil 2 — Nil 
Mexican Light Common . Nil Nil 1 — Nil 
do. Pref. [E eo Nil Nil 18 — Nil 
do. lst Bonds.,  .. Nil Nil 61 — 1 Nil 
MANUFACTURING COMPANIES. 
Baboock & Wilcox n. . 15 15 2d +} ‘664 
British Aluminium Ord, ee e+ 10 10 16/9 — n dui 1 
British Insulated Ord. se — ». 123 16 13 — à 10 0 i 
Callenders e 05€ „ 25 15 ly — 10 15 
T Pret. oe T ee 64 64 17/6 a 7 8 9 
Osstner.Kellner oe s „ 20 17 2i = 1 13 ^ 
Crompton Ord. es Vk e. 10 10 18,9 - 14 11 
Edison-Bwau ee T ee 10 10 10, — à — 10 

do. do. 6 per cent. Deb. .. 5 b 10 — 1 1 r 
Electric Construction "T ee 10 10 15/9 13 1 i 
English Electric  ., T .. = 8 11/- —)Mó 141 i 

Do. Pref. es ee 6a A 18 — : H i 

n. Eleo. Pref, ‘oe wá Vu — 
ni do. Ord. oe oe ee 10 10 1 + dn *8 17 0 
Henley .. .6 se ef co 2% 15 1 — 10 18 : 

do. 44 Prof.. es as 0 43 44 f — 6 18 
India-Rubber.. "T oe ee 10 10 — — 0 
Met.-Vickers Pref, oe 26 oo 8 1 - : 1 ; 
Siemens Ord... ee eo ee 10 10 20/5 - 9 » 3 
Telegraph Con, - va e 20 90 201xd = 61 


* Dividends paid free of Income Tax, 
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THE INFLUENCE OF TRANSFORMER CONNECTIONS ON THIRD | HARMONIC VOLTAGES é CURRENTS. 


By E AUSTEN STIGANT, A.M.LE.E, M. Am. l. E. E. 


( Continued Him page 302.) V TIMER . 

Table II is a summary of the conditions obtaining rator N provides a drain or return circuit for 
with different connect ons of double wound transformers the third harmonic components of the magnetising cur- 
for three-phase servi«. It has already been seen under rents, so that these currents in the transformers will 
the heading of ''oririn"' that third harmonics must . cóhntain third: harmonics.’ There‘ will be no circulation 
occur in either the magnetising current or the voltage of magnetising current on the secondary side on account 
of each phase, and it should now be borne in mind that óf the insulated neutral point. The sine components 
as a power transformer is connected across the supply öf the no-load currents do not flow through the connec- 
voltage and not in series with the line the magnetising tion between neutrals as they are already balanced in 
current will wherever possible take the shape required the three phases. As the third harmonic currents must 
by the particular connections and'condition of service. flow through the lines and generator windings then, 
In consequence of this, where it is not possible for the due to this additional impedance, the currents will be 
third harmonic component of the magnetising current less than if they simply had to circulate round, say, a 
to circulate in the primary it will be transferred to the closed delta secondary only. Consequently the m. m. f. 


secondary by magnetic induction if the secondary con- per phase of the transformers is less than that required 
nection is such as to allow circulation of the third to eliminate the third harmonie voltages to neutral; 
harmonic to take place. that is part of the e.m.f.'s neutrahsing the third har- 


When both primary and secondary connections are : AUS E 
such as to allow the circulation of the third harmonic F 
component of the magnetising current the component 

1 z 
TaBLe II. — ST ATEMENT ON THE INFLUENCE OF THREE-PHASE TRANSFORMER CONNECTIONS 
oN THIRD HARMONICS. 


Third harmonics in double-wound, single. phase, cor» and shel!.*vp: transformers aud in three. phase, shell- -type trans- 
formers for three- -phase service. Sine wave of applied voltage. 


PS v ma TA 
URAENTS 222 | VOLTAGES 
CONNECTIONS. Neef TET Lie . | Fux 


eee ee 


BOr I TERMS 6P P 


STAR im / IP TEACONNECTE 
. WIRE Siva 
Sint — D: ~, 
Vo. TI A mot ane 
Sink ae si 
CONTAINS — , Fic. 9—CURVES SHOWING 
Ro. Sw PERCENTAGE THIRD HARMONIC 


CURRENT AND VOLTAGE IN 


* In al] these cases the third-harmonic component is less than it otherwise would de if — (a) The circulating third- STAR / STAR CONNECTED BANKS 
harmonic current flowed through a closed delta windiog only, or (b) The neutral point was isolated. OF SINGLE-PHASE TRANSFORMERS 


m 77 te P i LL) 
Poftea nar neutral., "n 5 3 transformer PE mary neutral . to generator neutral. P means WITH FOURTH WIRE ON PRIM- 


ARY SIDE. 


will split up and circulate round each winding in in- monic voltages act across the transformers and part 
verse proportion to the impedance of the two windings. ^ across the lines and generator windings. Therefore a 

This is the case whether the closed circuit is formed portion of the original third harmonic voltage still 
due to the inherent properties of the connection chosen, appears between lines and ground on both primary and 


such as with the delta connection, or due to the con- secondary sides, while in addition a third harmonic 
ditions of service, such as the star connection with a component of the no- load current circulates in the 
fourth wire either to the generator neutral on the pri- primary windings and in the unes between transformer 
mary side or to the load on the secondary side. | and generator. RTI 
With reference to Table II the following remarks will Fig. 9 shows .the proportion of third harmonic cur- 
make the whole question clear, and indicate the broad rent and voltage components occurring with this con- 
principles determining the existence of third harmonics nection with different ratios of the impedance of lines 
in no-load currents, flux, and induced voltages. E plus generator windings to transformer windings, and 
1. Star / Star, both Neutrals /solated.—As there are it is to be noted that as this ratio approaches infinity 
no fourth wires to provide a drain for the third har- (f. e., disconnected neutrals) the current approaches zero 
monic component of the magnetising current, the flux and the voltage its maximum value. 
and consequently the voltage from line to ground must The flux wave, therefore, contains a small third lios. 


contain third harmonics which appear on both primary monic component corresponding to the resultant third 
and secondary sides. The line voltages and the line harmonic voltage component, which latter appears 


currents are not affected; the magnetising current is, in. the voltage from line to ground on both primary 
of course, sine shaped. and secondary sides. The voltages between lines 
2. Star Star, Primary and Generator Neutrals Con- on both sides of the transformer are sine shaped. 


nected Together, Secondary Neutral Isolated.—The : The-no-load current flowing. in the primary winding 
connection between the transformer primary and gene- contains a third harmonic component smaller than that 


- 
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which normally occurs in accordance with the ratio off 
The line current 


the external to internal impedance. 
on the secondary side of the transformer remains sine 
shaped. i 

3. Star/Star, Primary Neutral Isolated, Fourth 
Were on the Secondary Side.—In this case the fourth 
wire on the secondary side operates exactly in the same 
way for the third harmonic components of the no-load 
current as does the fourth wire on the primary side 
in case (2). The factors governing the magnitude of the 
third harmonic current and voltage components are 
the same as given under the previous heading, so that 
with this connection a small third harmonic occurs in 
the flux wave corresponding to the resultant third har- 
monic voltage component froin line to ground which 
appears on both the primary and secondary sides. A 
third harmonic component of the no-load current circu- 
lates in the transformer secondary windings and 
through the line wires and neutral connection. The 
no-load current in the primary side is sine shaped. 
All other functions are sine shaped as stated in Table I. 

4. Star, Tertiary Delta/Star, Primary and Secondary 
Neutrals both Isolated.—In this case the auxiliary 
tertiary delta provides a closed path for circulation of 
the third harmonic component of the no-load current 
so that the current in the star primary is sine shaped, 
and the third harmonic current appears in the tertiary 
delta only. The flux is a sine wave, and so also are all 
the voltages and line currents. 

6. Star / Delta, Primary Neutral Isolated. — The 
delta connected secondary provides a closed path, and 
allows circulation of the third harmonic component of 
the no-load current in a similar manner to the tertiary 
delta in case (4). On the, primary side, therefore, the 
no-load current is sine shaped, and as the flux wave 
is also sine shaped, the remaining functions will have 
this same characteristic. 

6. Star / Delta, Primary and Generator Neutrals Con- 
nected Together.—In this case a closed path is provided 
on both primary and secondary sides for the circulation 
of the third harmonic component of the no-load current 
80 that this component will split up, part circulating 
through each winding in inverse proportion to the im- 
pedance of the two circuits. On account of the addi- 
tional impedance introduced on the primary side by the 
lines and generator windings, the greater portion of 
the third harmonic component of the no-load current 
will circulate in the delta secondary, the remainder 
flowing through the primary windings, lines, and gene- 
rator windings. The flux wave will be sine shaped so 
that the voltages on both sides will be free from third 
harmonics. 

7. Star/Interconnected Star, Primary and Secondary 
Neutrals both Isolated.—As there is no closed circuit 
on either primary or secondary sides which will allow 
the third harmonic component of the no-load current 
tə circulate, a third harmonic component will be con- 
tained in the flux wave which on the primary star con- 
nected side will produce a third harmonic in the voltage 
wave from line to ground, though not appearing in the 
voltage between lines. On the secondary side the volt- 
age across the whole of the winding on each transformer 
if connected in series would also contain a third har- 
monic component, but by interconnecting the windings 
of the different transformers the third harmonic voltage 
components of the halves of the windings which are now 
in series, and electrically constitute each phase, oppose 
one another, and so cancel out. On the secondary side, 
therefore, neither third harmonic components of voltage 
from line to neutral nor of current exist. The secondary 
line voltage will also be sine shaped. It is to be noted, 
however, that should a connection be taken from the 
point where the half of the windings of one transformer 
is joined in series to the half of the windings of another 
transformer a third harmonic voltage component will 
be contained in the pressure from this point either to 
neutral or to the line. The no-load current flowing in 
the primary side and also the primary and secondary 
load currents will be sine shaped. 


8. Star / lutereonnected Star, Primary Neutral le. 

olated, Fourth wire on Secondary Side.—It was shown 
under the previous heading that no third harmonic 
component of the voltage from line to neutral existed 
on the secondary side, and therefore the addition of a 
fourth wire on this side will not result in a circulation 
of third harmonic current component as there is no 
voltage component to maintain such a flow. The con- 
ditions, therefore, will be exactly the same as with the 
previous connection. 
. 9. Delta / Star, Secondary Neutral  Isolated.—The 
conditions with this connection.are identical with those 
obtaining for the star/delta under sub-heading (5), with 
the exception that the whole of the no-load current i: 
supplied on the primary side as the third harmonic 
component circulates in the delta winding. All other 
functions are sine shaped. 

10. Delta/Star, Fourth Wire on Secondary Side.— 
From ine point of view of third harmonics this case is 
the reverse of that outlined under sub-heading (6). A 
closed path is similarly provided on both primary and 
secondary sides for the circulation of the third har- 
monic coinponent of the no-load current, so that this 
component will be split up, part circulating through 
each winding in inverse proportion to the impedance 
of the two circuits. In this case additional impedance 


Fic. JO.—PatHs or THIhD HARMONIC CURRENTS. 


is introduced on the secondary side by the fourth wire 
and the load, so that the greater portion of the third 
harmonic component of the no-load current will circu 
late in the delta primary, the remainder flowing through 
the secondary windings, lines, and load. The flux ware 
will be sine shaped, so that the voltages on both sides 
will be free from third harmonics. 

II. Delta/Delta.—In this case the closed delta wind- 
ings on each side of the transformer offer a path of 
minimum impedance for the flow of the third harmonic 
component of the no-lond current which will be split up. 
part circulating through each winding in inverse pro- 
portion to the impedance of the two circuits. The flux 
wave will be sine shaped so that the voltages on both 
sides will be free from third harmonics. 

A note of warning should be struck against the ad- 
visability of joining together the generator and trans- 
former primary neutrals (either via earth or direct by 
a fourth wire) if the transformer primary is connected 
an the interconnected star manner. If the neutrals are 
joined a third harmonic current may flow in the fourth 
wire resultant from third harmonic voltages in the 
source of supply, and due to the splitting and inter- 
connection of the transformer primary windings, the 
third harmonic exciting ampere turns, and consequently 
the induced back e.m.f.’s in the halves of the windings 
on each limb of the transformer, neutralise each other. 
thereby providing a low impedance path (virtually 4 


= 


short circuit. so far as transformer reactance is con- . 


cerned) for the flow of third harmonic currents. Such 
currents would only be limited in magnitude by the 
impedance of the generator winding and by the resist- 
ance of the connecting cables and transformer windings, 
and they would reach such large values in practice 8$ 
seriously to overload the transformer and generator 
windings. Fig. 10 shows the paths of the third har- 
monic currents, and in both sketches the opposition 
of third harmonie exciting ampere turns in the halves of 
the windings on each limb of the transformer will be 
seen. 
The final conclusions arrived at under headines (1) 
‘to (10) of the tabular statement apply strictly to single- 
phase transformers of both shell and -ore types. and 
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to three-phase shell type transformers, as with each of 
these types of construction the magnetic circuit of each 
phase is complete in itself, and no interchange of m.m.f. 
and flux occurs between the phases. With three-phase 
core type transformers of the usual construction 
in which there are three limbs only, the case is somewhat 
different. With this type of transformer any third 
harmonic fluxes tending to flow would have the same 
instantaneous direction up or down each limb, and in 
order to preserve the magnetic balance of the core the 
third harmonic flux in each limb must find its return 
path outside the core through the oil (or air) and tank. 
Such a path is of very high reluctance, and consequently 
the third harmonics in the flux and induced voltage 
waves are very small. 

[ The following are the equationsto curves reproduced 
iu our last issue: — 

F ga. 3 and 7A.—im = 1'16 sin 0 — 0:685 sin 3 6 + 
03658n50 +... 

Fig. 5.—B 3:36 sin 0 + 077 sin 3 6 + 0:19 
sin 5d +... ö 

Fig». 5 and 7B.—E = 
6 35 T 

An unfortunate error occurred in engraving the block 
for fig. 3, p. 301. Apparently in making the block a 
flaw appeared, and the engravers, in making it good, 
inaccurately touched in the rising part of the curve of 
magnetising current 4,4, so that it crosses the zero axis 
30 deg. ahead of the induction B. As hysteresis effects 
are excluded in fig. 3, the magnetising current and in- 
duction waves are in phase, and should intersect on the 
axis, as correctly shown in the descending portion. | 


(To be concluded.) 


4'8co080 + 3988 3 0 + 1°36 


A THIRD WEST RIDING (AIRE AND CALDER) 
BLECTRICITY SUPPLY SCHEME. 


CONSEQUENT upon the provisional delimitation of the above- 
named district, two schemes have been submitted (one by 
th» Leeds Corporation.“ and the other by a Conference of 
M «st Riding Local Authorities f) for the improvement of the 

X;sting organisation for the supply of electricity in, and the 
formation of a Joint Electricity Authority for, the area. 
Certain representations have, however, also been made by the 
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Fig. 1.—YoORKSHIRE ELECTRIC Power Co.'s AREA or SUPPLY 


AND PROPOSED ELECTRICITY DISTRICTS. 


Yorkshire Electric Power Co. in connection with the district. 
The Power Co.'s proposals, which are signed by Mr. W. B. 
Woodhouse. engineer and manager to the company, point out, 
inter alia, that the proposed district 1s almost wholly within 


* ELEC Rev., p. 95, Jan. 21st, 1920. 
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the area of supply granted to the company by the Yorkshire 
Electric Power Act, 1901, but does not include à large und 
unportant part of the company's area. Ihe company objects 
to the division of its area of supply on the grounds that it 
will restrict the operation of the coinpany as one undertaking, 
will increase working costs, and will be disadvantageous to 
the users of electricity. Certain districts forming a small 
portion of the proposed district are outside the present area 
of supply of the Power Co., but it would be prepared to 
undertake the supply of electricity if required to do so in 
such districts. The company's area of supply extends into 
three proposed electricity districts as shown in the accompany- 
ing map, for each of which the Commissioners require schemes 
to be submitted. 

The company submits that no necessity can be shown for 
the establishment of a Joint Electricity Authority in the 
proposed district; the company was created by Act of Par- 
hament substantially for the purposes for which a Joint 
Electricity Authority would be established, and Section 12 
of the Electricity (Supply) Act, 1919, recognises the special 
position of the Power Co. by restricting the supply of elec- 
tricity by a Joint Electricity Authority in the Power Co.'s area. 

It 1s submitted that rapid development of supply can best 
be maintained by the utilisation of the existing organisations. 
The purchase by a Joint Electricity Authority of existing 
undertakings would result almost certainly in an immediate 
increase in the cost of electricity to the consumer, and would 
involve either financial assistance from the State or an obliga- 
tion on the ratepayers to defray losses out of the rates, which 
burden would largely fall on districts in which a supply of 
electricity from the company is now available without any 
risk to the ratepayers. ‘lhe company has in the past found 
large sums of money, and is prepared to find such further 
capital as may be necessary; in view of the existence of the 
Power Co. the creation of a Joint Electricity Authority would 
involve uneconomical duplication and unnecessary expense. 

The delay already occasioned by the restrictions imposed 
prior and subsequent to the passing of the Electricity (Supply) 
Act, 1919, has created & serious position of affairs such that 
new and extended demands for power have been delayed. 
The company proposed, in 1918, to construct a capital power 
station at Ferrybridge, and in conjunction with the Mex- 
borough District Council, another station at Mexborough, but 
the company has not been permitted to proceed with either 
of these much-needed works pending the proposed inquiry 
(which is to be held at Leeds on April 15th next). Any 
further delay such as would be inseparable from the constitu- 
tion of a new body would result in a serious shortage of supply, 
which would cause uneconomical stations to be extended; 
manufacturers and others who require power immediately 
will be forced to install their own power plant, and the 
economy of capital and of working expenses which would 
have been obtained will be lost. 

In the company's area of supply there are 62 electricity 
undertakings, a large measure of unification has already been 
brought about, and the existence of an extensive system of 
mains makes further unification easv of attainment. Of the 

undertakings 24 are owned by Electrical 
Distribution of Yorkshire, Ltd., a com- 
pany working in conjunction with the 


Power Co., and of the 62 undertakings 
the company is supplying or has 
entered into an agreement with 40. 


Seven of the remainder have not com- 
menced to supply electricity, leaving 15 
of the working undertakings not yet 
associated with the company, but the 
company 1s willing in all these cases to 
enter into agreements for supply. 

The agreements which the company 
has made include agreements with the 
F Corporations of Bradford, Rotherham, 
E and Sheftield, for interchange of supply, 
ps mutual assistance and the avoidance of 
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$ overlapping, and it is submitted that a 
ett continuation of development on these 
; lines, subject to the control of the Com- 
missioners, will produce the best results. 
In recent years there has been a grow- 
T ing spirit of co-operation, and the 
powers granted to the Commissioners 
he give sufficient assurance that future 
J developments will not be obstructed. 

The rapid growth of the company’s 
undertaking is indicated bv its annual 
revenue as follows: 1911, £36,829; 1914, 
£71,304; 1917, £146,272; and 1920, 
£381.693. - 

The company's area of supply in- 
cludes the Yorkshire coal field, which 
extends continuously from north to 
south across the boundary of he pro- 
posed district, and the company’s extensive system of mains 
1s available, not only for supply to collieries and all classes of 
users, but for taking power from those collieries which may 
have a surplus derived from waste heat. The company has 
already entered into several arrangements of this nature, and 
in particular the company's Barugh power station utilises as 
fuel a large amount of surplus coke-oven gas, and an arrange- 
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ment has been entered into for a further large supply of gas 
fuel to this station which will result in a still larger saving of 
coal. 

In view of possible developments in the use of low-grade 
fuel the co-operation of the Power Co. with the colliery owners 
is likely to have an important effect in reducing the cost of 
producing electricity in the future. lt is submitted that in 
such new developments a company undertaking will obtain 
the best results. 

„Ihe maintenance of the company's rapid development and 
the provision of the further large capital sums required will 
depend largely on the continuance of confidence on the part 
of investors that, subject to the proper performance of its 
statutory obligations, the company’s security will not be dis- 
turbed by the granting of overlapping powers to any other 
body. If the Commissioners are of opinion that, although 
the present time is inopportune for the creation of a Joint 
Blectricity Authority, a provision for the future purchase of 
the company's undertaking by a Joint Electricity Authority 
would be desirable, the company will be prepared to con- 
sider such a condition. It is urgently necessary to proceed 
with the construction of a power station at Ferrybridge with- 
out further delay. 

The company requests that the proposal submitted to the 
Corporations concerned in December, 1919, as set out below, 
be dealt with by the Commissioners under Section 19 of the 
Electricity (Supply) Act, 1919: (a) The Corporations of Brad- 
ford, Halifax, Huddersfield, and J.eeds, and the Yorkshire 
Electric Power Co., to enter into an agreement for co-opera- 
tive working of their generating stations, interchange of 
supply, and mutual assistance. (b) Each of the parties to 
retain the ownership and management of their respective 
generating stations, and to generate energy for their own 
requirements and for the purposes of the joint arrangement 
as required from time to time. (c) Provision of further 
generating plant from time to time to be made by agreement 
between the parties, or failing agreement, the Commissioners 
to decide which party shall provide the plant required. The 
party making provision of generating plant may require the 
other parties to enter into agreements to take supply to an 
amount and for & period and on terms which will justify the 
expenditure incurred. (d) The parties to supply energy to 
one another on terms which will encourage generation in the 
most economical manner. 

The company requests that the restriction on the supply 
of electricity for lighting in districts where there are no autho- 
rised distributors, imposed by Section 48 of the Yorkshire 
Electric Power Act. 1901, be removed and, if considered neces- 
sary by the Commissioners, the company 1s prepared to assist 
in the formation of a joint committee representing authorised 
undertakers, local authorities, consumers of electricity, and 
other interests with the objects of : (a) Making recommenda- 
tions as to the co-ordination of the activities of various autho- 
rised undertakers; (b) taking into consideration the economical 
and efficient supply of electricity to meet the requirements of 
the area and the existing provision made for that purpose; 
and (c) acting in an advisory capacity to the Electricity Com- 
missioners and such authorised undertakers. | 

If so desired, powers to be granted to any local authority in 
the company’s area to give financial assistance in any form 
to the company, subject in each case to the approval of the 
Commissioners. It may be that some or all of these proposals 
are beyond the powers of the Electricity Commissioners to 
grant, in which case the Company requests the Commissioners 
to support an application by the company to Parliament for 
the necessary powers. 


THE TEMPERATURE LIMITS OF LARGE 
ALTERNATORS. 


DISCUSSION AT LEEDS. 


MR. G. A. JUHLIN read his paper on the above subject, which 
was abstracted in our issues of February 4th and llth, to the 
members of the NonrH MIDLAND CENTRE of the INSTITUTION 
OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS, at Leeds on February 8th. The 
chair was occupied by Mr. W. M. Selvey, Sheftield, who re- 
gretted that the chairman of the Centre (Mr. J. C. Jewell) was 
prevented from attending, and remarked that Mr. Juhlin was 
the principal electrical designer for the Metropolitan-Vickers 
Electrical Co., and spoke with authority. 

In opening the discussion. Mr. SeLvey said that if they 
had actually been getting at the hottest spots temperatures 
approaching those which Mr. Juhlin proposed to standardise, 
then Mr. Juhlin was absolutely justified in bringing forward 
a plea for facing the music. He, the speaker, remembered 
the first really large power station in this country and what 
their experiences were. In those davs they were never able 
to catch up to their load, and he thought that, with very 
few exceptions, that was the state to-day and would be so for 
the next five years or longer. Although they hoped for wonder- 
ful things to be done under the new Electricity Act what 
little experience they had had of it so far did not suggest 


_ safety. 


speed. The earlier experiences of electrical power were based 
on a load in which diversity, us they knew 1t to-day, had not 
proved its full benelit in levelling up the load; one ot the 
items in the early specifications tor turbines was a system 
of governing which would stand up to very wide fluctuations 
without appreciable change of speed, particularly applied to 
keeping à constant voltage on load, which was a very material 
thing in those early days. That resulted in turbines being 
fitted with very sensitive forms of governors. The only way 
to meet the specification was that the over-load, or the load 
which could be given by the turbine, should be very large 
compared with its normal rating, and the consequence was 
that their early turbines, particularly those which Messa 
Parsons were responsible for, could always give 50 or perhaps 
100 per cent. overload, according to the conditions at the 
steam end; the generators that were driven by those machines 
were wound as they then thought in very generous and ample 
proportions. Judging by their thermometer tests their rotors 
and stators were remarkably cool; therefore, a machine which 
was intended to work at from 3,000 to 3,500 kW, because of 
those temperatures and because of the tremendous over-load 
capacity at the steam end, almost immediately got rated up, 
not by desire, but because the load was always growing w 
fast that if there was any excuse to use it for higher rating 
it was so used. The consequence was that those machines had 
no sooner been put into service than their every-day load 
grew from 3,900 to 5.000 kW, which did not mean that they 
were always definitely and entirely run at 5,000 kW, but that 
there were many times when there was no other alternative. 
Then a great change came over the scene, and it was only 
just beginning to come into operation to-day; that was, run- 
ning machines at higher than what had been the standard 
speeds, and on the whole with extremely satisfactory results. 
The question of heat dissipation was something which was 
operating in a reverse direction on their economy of material, 
it was economical to adopt & higher speed if the heat losses of 
the machine were not different, and there were many reasons 
why they should use bigger machines running at 3,000 r.p.m. 
if they could have confidence in their insulation. As regarded 
the larger machines, Mr. Juhlin was showing them the way to 
an entirely inorganic mineral form of insulation, he was still 
proposing to use some organic binding material, but at any 
rate it was an improvement. If they introduced any chang 
in one direction nature always introduced a counter-chang 
which affected the value of what they were trying to do. A 
good insulator for electricity was, generally speaking, a good 
insulator for heat; therefore, by using a mineral or silicate 
form of insulation they adopted a type which tended to keep 
up the temperature of the metal which it enclosed, but if 
the insulation was not organic material and could stand high 
temperatures as mica did, then their old idea about tempera- 
ture had no foundation. That was a very difficult meatal 
attitude to grasp. Obviously the heat insulating property of 
the insulation was entirely changed, à mere temperature rie 
on the outer surface was no longer a criterion, and they had 
to reconstruct their point of view. Therefore, they must now 
endeavour to get at the hottest spot and make that the 
standard, because that was the only thing which really 
mattered; if everything was pretty safe there, it must he 
safe elsewhere, and it only remained for them to attack 
the problem by a new method, that was, to embed some 
detector right at or near the hot spot. But Mr. Selvey had 
still some little doubt whether it was possible to do th:t 
without interfering in some way with the general solidity of 
the work in the generator as a whole. One other point which 
was very material was the difference between 1144 and 
6,000-volt machines. That was going to be quite a big question. 
Mr. Juhlin said that they must be prepared to run at still 
higher temperatures at 11,000 volts, because with pure mic 
insulation they had a bigger temperature gradient. 
they had more insulation they would have less room for 
copper; on the whole they tended to run at a higher density 
in that copper with higher losses. If that was so there might 
be a material difference of the order of from 5 to 10 per cent. 
in the output per lb. of fuel ef 6,000 and 11,000-volt machines. 
and there was an enormous temptation to use 11,000 volts 
so long as they could. 
Mr. CREEDY was much interested in Mr. Juhlin's applica 
tion of the Miles Walker method of calculating temperature 
rises. He had tried from time to time to make use of the 
method as described in Prof. Miles Walker's book, but no 
doubt owing to the causes he had mentioned, and to vari 
tions in the tightness of packing of insulation and matters 
of that character, he had never been able to get satisfactory 
results. The method seemed to him to be one by which lut 
spot points could be calculated, not only in turbo-alternators. 
but in machines of all kinds. The stresses on the rotor of à 
turbo-generator in the case of short circuit. he took it, wer 
just the same as those on the stator. Were there not methods 
of limiting those stresses by the use of choker coils and appari- 
tus of that kind to cut down the short-circuit current? 
Mr. Spcrr considered that the specifying of low tem 
peratures could be assumed to be a method of playing for 
Authorities would specifv for higher temperatures 
if they felt they could rely on them. Mr. Juhlin's list of 
failures gave three mechanical and two electrical, but the best 
of his designs could be wrecked by careless assembling. Mr. 
Spurr had in mind large stators which were assembled on 
site, or handled on the railway. Although armature winders 
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were very careful, yet they were often expected to work and 
make a good job under very adverse conditions. He beueved 
that some big machines had been wound recently under con- 
ditions which made it impossible to expect anybody to work 
weil, and uf he was right in his surmise, one of those machines 
had failed because it was assembled under conditions under 
which it had no business to be, that was, exposed to weather 
and uncomfortable circumstances all round. In overcrowded 
shops things were thrown about anyhow, men were not 
careful enough, and it did not take very much bad handling 
of a coil to make it defective. Ile thought more help could 
be given to contractors working in a station towards making 
sound jobs. Another thing that might cause a failure was 
the air filter. In the United Stutes the blast-furnace people 
had taken to refrigerating the air after it had passed through 
the filter in order to dry it; cold air was usually dry air, and 
he thought that before very long station. engineers. would 
have to rely on having a refrigerator plant under their 
charge. They would then be able to maintain the same 
temperature all the year round on their alternators, und they 
would not have machines running at a higher load in the 
winter and a lower load in the summer. 

Mr. J. D. Balli observed that nearly 2 years ago at a 
colliery not far from Leeds they had used asbestos insulation 
on d.c. generators of 100 EW rating at 500 volts. Those 
machines were still in use. Were the high temperatures re- 
ferred to by Mr. Juhlin in his tests maintained. continuously 
over the long periods of tune named? If so, he thought it 
would have been of interest if similar experiments had been 
carried out, but with the current applied. for twelve hours 
and cut off for twelve hours alternately over the whole period 
of the test—the object being to ascertain the effect of the 
alternate expansion and contraction of the conductors which 
would result. The object of anchoring the end windings by 
wide metal rings was to provide a rigid support. Would not 
the tendency of those rings, however, with the windings sub- 
jected to the high temperatures contemplated, be to prevent 
their longitudinal expansion, and so to stress the windings 
against the rings? A point in favour of the higher tempera- 
tures proposed, which did not appear to have been touched 
on so far, was that their effect would enable the diameter of 
the rotor to be reduced. ‘That, in turn, would be favourable 
to the use of higher speeds of rotation by reducing the peri- 
pheral speed of the rotor. He believed there had been a ten- 
dency of late to run rotors at higher peripheral speeds than 
desirable, up to something like 450 ft. per second. Wet-air 
filters were not supposed to pass moisture—but did. His firin 
made a practice of testing the air for moisture by a method 
which seemed to be fairly satisfactory. His personal feeling 
was very much in favour of closed-circuit air coolers which 
were, he believed, being adopted largely. "There were many 
machines running in the country at 11.000 volts, for example, 
in the stations of the Shetheld Corporation and the York- 
shire Electrical Power Co., and the difficulties had been 
very slight indeed. Some 15 wears ago they installed two 
1.500-kW  turbo-alternators at 11.000 volts which were still 
running satisfactorily. Where the requirements were in favour 
of 11,000 volts, such, for example, as when the supply was 
for what might be termed local use, rather than for long- 
distance transmission when a step-up transformer would be 
used, there seemed to be no very sound objection to it as the 
generating, voltage. Ile was entirely in agreement with Mr. 
Jublin in his advocacy of the ultimate temperature rather than 
the rise in temperature being specified. 

In replying to the discussion, Mr. G. II. JUHLIN pleaded 
.that they should nof shut their eyes to the conditions under 
which they had been operating their machines for a number 
of vears. The chairman had referred to the good old da vs 
when they had had machines as big as houses, and which 
had stood overloads. Well, there were certain reasons, and 
they were now altogether out of the question. The machines 
were not designed to stand those enormous overloads. In 
those days they were designing machines for close voltage 
regulation; that simply meant that their stators were not 
loaded up anything like they were to-day, and the rotors 
operated under totally different conditions in so far that an 
increase in load did not mean the enormous increase in 
magnetising current that it meant to-day when they over- 
loaded a machine. When machines were being designed for 
5 per cent., regulation 2.0-in. air gaps were nothing out of 
the common. To-day they were running machines three times 
the size with less than half the gap. so they got a totallv 
different relationship between armature strength and field 
strength. with the consequence that the capacitv was there— 
the machines were not designed for it, but it just happened 
because of the condition. They were running at much higher 
speeds; therefore, the windage losses were much higher, but 
although their total heat losses were no smaller thev ‘were 
distributed slightly differently. Unfortunately it was not 
commercially possible to produce insulation consisting of 
nothing but mica; they had to use a small amount of 
paper. but they were reducing that to the absolute minimum. 
They had found that by improved methods of manufacturing 
the mica insulation. and anplving it on the coils, thev 
could: get anything from 33 to 50 per cent. more wrap in the 
same space, which meant that thev were squeezing ont hinding 
material as much as possible, and were also eliminating anv 
small air spaces that might be in existence. Consequently. 
if the insulation swelled due to slight clearance in the 


slot it was still as tight when it was swollen as when it 
was put in, so that they were approaching, he thought, very 
much nearer the ideal condition in insulation. He did not pro- 
pose a higher limit for 11,000-volt machines; what he did 
want to convey was that, in measuring surface temperatures, 
they would have with the same surface temperature in two 
similar machines a much higher temperature in the 11,000 
than in the 6,000-volt machine. That was the crux ot the 
whole position. If they designed their machines with em- 
bedded temperature detectors then they put the 6,000 and 
11,000-volt machines on the same basis. They were operating 
both of them on internal temperatures. and they knew they 
were not reaching higher temperatures in the one than in the 
other, a definite step forward. Experience had shown that 
rotors never suffered from short circuits, but stators on the 
other hand, in some cases did. Mr. Creedy's suggestion of in- 
troducing choker coils had been applied quite extensively. Re- 
liability was the first and foremost question and always should 
be. If he (Mr. Juhlin), as a representative of a manufacturer, 
could go to anyone in the country and say: Our machines 
have not broken down for five years,” he thought people would 
flock to buy them and they would then be able to command 
higher prices than anyone. That was what they were striving 
for. They were not striving to build cheap machinery, but 
machinery which would do its service and do it well. Assem- 
bling machinery on site was a point which was very often 
lost sight of. It certainly would help manufacturers enor- 
mously if satisfactory facilities were given on sites when 
machines were being assembled. Winders were only human, 
and when they considered the enormous responsibilities that 
devolved upon them it was up to everyone to give proper facili- 
ties to them. His (Mr. Juhlin's) company had given up very 
largely the use of the wet filter; it decreased the margin of 
safety. At the present time they had some 20 or 30 machines 
going through the works with closed-circuit air coolers, which 
eliminated any filter altogether, and did not introduce any 
dust or dirt into the machine. With regard to refrigeration, 
he had no doubt but that they would arrive at a time when 
the air would be cooled down below the atmospheric con- 
ditions, but how far off that time was he would not venture 
to say. | 


THE LONDON AND HOME COUNTIES 
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY SCHEME. 


THE London County Council's scheme for the reorganisation 
uf electricity supply in and the establishment of a Joint 
Electricity Authority for the above-named district has already 
been preliminarily outlined." The scheme itself, so far as its 
administrative and financial arrangements are concerned, is 
generally similar to the other schemes which have been 
outlined in our pages. A committee consisting of Sir A. B. 
W. Kennedy and Mr. G. W. Partridge, appointed by nine of 
the principal electricity. supply companies within the area, 
Mr. J. H. Raider, appointed by the L.C.C., and Mr. C. H. 
Wordinghain, by the Conference of Local Authorities Owning 
Electricity Undertakings in Greater London, was formed in 
May. 1920, to prepare the technical part of the scheme, and 
has had the co-operation of Sir Philip Dawson with regard 
to railway electrification and power deinands therefor. What 
follows is an abstract of the report. 

The area of supply. as provisionally determined by the 
Commissioners, contains approximately 1,700 sq. miles, with 
S4 separate electrical undertakers (omitting independent elec- 
tric railway and tramway systems) operating some 77 different 
power stations. The systems of generation comprise d.c., 
single-phase, two-phase, and three-phase a.c., generated and 
supplied to the consumers at a number of different pressures 
and frequencies. In certain outlying parts of the area no 
supplies at all are given at present. The aggregate maximum 
demands (excluding separate railway and tramway systems), 
have been as follows :— 


Year. kW. 


Millions of Load Factor, 
Units. per cent. 
1913-14 240,700 454 i 21.5 
1917-18 203,00 053 25.4 . 
1919-2) 20,000 OOS 21.6 


During 0910-3) 70 per cent. of the units were sold within 
the County of London, and the total amount of generating 
plant in the various power stations at midsummer, 1920, was 
as follows :— 

kW. | 
At work or available Se " (about) 480,000 
In course of erection, on order, or sanctioned (about) 255,000 


Total ... (about) 735,000 


The whole of the plant which is now in course of erection, 
on order. or sanctioned. is of the modern turbine tvpe, mostlv 
of sizes varying from 5.000 to 10,000 kW. The value of this 
new plant is about 44.500.000. The average actual works 


* Evec. Rev., p. 169, Feb. 11th, 1921. 
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cost of generation. excluding rents. rates, management, and info them, and extended with further new plant. They would | 
capital charges, has been as follows :— then serve as capital power stations. This work should be 

2 Works costs per completed at any rate within about ten years from the forma. ‘| -# 

bus e sold, tion of the Joint Electricity Authority. It is probable that it 4 
1913-14 0-09 d. may be desirable and economical to transfer certain plant (in à 
1917-15 0.99 d. large units) from stations which it is thought on the whole »A 
1919-20 = meo O 1.55 d. ought to be closed, to others which would be continued in 

The average fuel consumption (so far us can be ascertained) operation for some time. j 
expressed as B.th.u. per kWh generated, during the last There should be a control centre for each group of power f 
recorded year, was 35,900 B.th.u. The lowest consump- stations, where an engineer-in-charge would be in telephonic 2 
tion was 27,000 and the highest 92,000 B.th.u. per unit. communication with all the power und sub-stations within i 
The above average figure corresponds to a consumption per the area of his group, and must have complete responsibility a 
unit of about 3.7 lb. ef fuel, having a thermal value of 10,500 for the distribution of the load at different hours and on a 
B.th.u. per lb. Even before the war, the capital charges different days. between any stations in the area which were a 
(including interest, sinking fund, depreciation, &c.) amounted, at work. This is necessary especially to ensure that the | 3 
on the average, to no less than about 50 per cent. of the total highest load factor should be given to the plant which could oR 
price charged to consumers, and this percentage 18 likely to be most economically worked, while other plant or other Æ 
be still further increased. stations were utilised at times of peak load. A central control 4 
The growth of demand within the area over the last four or for the whole of the area must further be able to prescribe — '7 
five years has been at the rate of about 18,000 kW per annum, the method of working as between the different groups. This } 
but the total demand, by the time that any capital statiors system of control would have to come into effect as soon a 
ean be ready, will have increased from its 1919-30 amount as the capital stations were at work. In each group control, 2 
of 320,600 to about 470,000 kW, and by 1931, the demand and especially at the central control, it is desirable that there 1 
may have inereased to about 600,000 kW. These figures are should be visual signalling arrangements which would ‘tell 2 
independent of the probable railway demand, which, if it the engineer-in-charge exactly what station or plant was 1 
were supplied from the general system, would add, according working at any particular moment, and how the output was T 
to the estimates of the railway companies themselves, about apportioned. . i 
200,000 kW by 1931. If these figures be justified by events, Both the power stations and trunk mains should come 
the total demand ten vears hence will be about 800,000 kW. under the control of the Joint Electricity Authority when it 
The average annual load factor has changed very little is formed, whether the systems be purchased outright, or 1 
during the last ten years, in spite of the fact that the in- taken over in some other way, and it has also been assumed i 
dustrial load, including heating, now takes up a much greater that the local distributing powers would remain for some G 
proportion of the total power than it did ten years ago. extended period entirely in the hands of the present under- a 


During the last two vears the maximum load has increased 
by 27,000 kW, while the units sold have diminished by over 
45 millions. The committee made a detailed examination of 
what the possible diversity factor over the area of supply 
would be if all the principal undertakings were to be supplied 
from one single source. Even in this case (an impracticable 
one) the diversity factor would only amount to 1.07. That is 
to say, the sum of the maximum demands upon the various 
individual stations would only 7 per cent. greater than 
the combined maximum demand upon a single station. Under 
any actual conditions, therefore, with several generating 
stations at work, it would not appear large enough to make 
any appreciable difference in cost of plant. Naturally, if 
tramway or railway loads (having perhaps a 40 per cent. 
annual load factor) were at the same time carried by the single 
station, its average load factor and, therefore, especially its 
economy in capital charges per unit, would be increased. 

For the first stage of the scheme, the committee recom- 
mends that the power stations in the whole area (apart from 
certain outlying stations and districts which have to be dealt 
with separately), should be divided into groups, within each 
of which generation would be continued in certain power 
stations ('' auxiliary power stations "). These stations would 
be linked together and would serve, for the time being, as 
bulk supply stations for the remaining power stations in the 
group, which would then cease altogether to be generating 
stations, and become sub-stations. "The supply in bulk to 
the closed-down stations would be given through secondary 
high-pressure mains, the current being transformed to l.p. 
d.c. or a.c. for local distribution. The mains interconnecting 
the various stations of each group would work either at 
about 6,600 or 11,000 volts. 

The second stage of supply would commence when capital 

stations were ready for work; these stations should supplv 
at 33.000 volts, and should be connected to points in the 
area (in most cases the sites of the now existing power sta- 
tions) where the e.h.p. would be stepped down to the secon- 
dary pressure, whatever that might be. When this condition 
had been reached, it would be possible economically to shut 
down more of the older power stations which had been kept 
at work, and to substitute for their generation the supplv 
of stepped-down current from the capital stations. 
. The first stage of the scheme may possibly be completed 
In 1925-26, or at the earliest date at which bulk supply can 
be given from the capital stations; the total fuel saved at 
that time, over the whole area dealt with. will be at the 
rate of about 500.000 tons per annum, as compared with the 
quantity which would have been consumed with the same 
output had the conditions of 1919 continued. 

By providing e.h.p. interconnecting mains between them 
the different portions of the area could be. if necessary, com- 
pletely sen^rated at times of peak load, so that the consequence 
of any serious failure of mains or plant would be localised as 
much as possible, while at times of light load the auxiliarv 
power stations in certain portions of the area might be shut 
down, and the supply taken entirely from the capital stations. 
Further to minimise the effect of any local breakdown it ig 
Proposed that each capital station should be subdivided into 
two or more entirely separate sections, each complete in itself 
as renards boilers, generators, condensers, transformers. and 
switchgear These sections would be arranged so that. thev 
conld he disconnected or connected as and when required. | 

During the second stage of the scheme two of the existing 
power stations which are advantageously situated for their 
anecial reainrements should he practically reconstructed and 
enlarged, utilising the new plant which is at present going 


takers. Arrangements might be made. with some of the 
railway companies now owning power stations, or which 
might build power stations primarily for their own needs, 
to erect additional plant and to give a supply to the Joint E 
Electricity Authority. ' = 

The most advisable pressure of supply on the e.h.p. mains k 
from the capital stations is 33,000 volts between conductors. * 
Wherever possible, the system of laying 3-core armoured v 
cables direct in the ground should be adopted, except, per- 
haps, in some of the outlying portions of the area where 
overhead conductors could advantageously be used; it may ; 
be advisable to use single-conductor cables in some cases where T 
the 25-cycle system is employed. Considering the difficulty 
of laying and jointing mains in the Metropolitan area, of 
obtaining access in case of faults, as well as the possibility 
or necessity (in certain cases) of using a draw-in system, it 
is necessary that the number of cables and the pressure be- 
EUM conductors should be kept as low as is economically 
possible. 

Energy at 33,000 volts would be transinitted from the capital 
stations to certain selected points in the various portions of 
the area, at which it would be stepped down to 6.0 or 
11,000 volts, as the case might be, and paralleled with the 
supplies from the auxiliary power stations. Authorised dis- 
tributors would receive the supply at either 6.600 or II. AI 
volts in the form of 3-phase energy, and any transformation 
heyond that, either to 2-phase alternating, to l.p. d.c., or to E 
lp. a.c.. for distribution purposes, would take place either 
at existing sub-stations or at existing power stations used 
afterwards as sub-stations. The energy supplied by the Joint 
Electricity Authority would be metered on the 6,600 or 11,0 
volt side at the sub-stations. The standard frequency for the , 
area on the north side of the river Thames should be 50 cycles 
per second, but on the south side of the Thames, both 5 
and 25 cycles should be available, owing to the fact that. at 
the present time, a much greater proportion of the power 
and traction supply on the south side is given at 25 cycles 
than at 50 cycles. Interconnection between the two different 
frequencies, if it should be required, could be carried out by 
suitable frequency changers installed in sub-stations or in 
nower stations. Such frequency changers have been in use 
in the London area for a considerable number of vears. and 
are to-day being manufactured up to sizes of 5,000 kW. 

During the development of the first stage of the scheme the 
erection of four new capital generating stations would be 
commenced, three on the north side of the river Thames 
and one on the south side. The second stage of this scheme 
would begin as soon as these stations were at work. Three 
of the sites are to the east of Blackwall Tunnel, and one 1s 
an up-river site. 

e creation of obligatory sinking funds. jn many cases 
for comparativelv short repavment periods, is likely seriously 
to affect the ability of the Joint Electricity Authority to sel! 
electrical energy to railway companies at a price as low as 
such companies could produce it in their own stations. The 
probahle extent of the railway !oad has already been men- 
tinned and its acauisition bv the undertaking of the Jeint 
Electricity Authority is of paramount importance, and this 
point should be impressed unon the Electricity Commissioners 
with a view to a reconsideration of the whole matter. 

The cables will he three-core. paper in&ulated. lead covered 
and armoured. and will generally be laid direct in the grennd: 
in special cases nnarmanred cables will he drawn into ducts. 
and the sizes used will be 0.15 end 0,95 sq. in. In certain 
onflevin* ports of the area overhead transmission maY 
adopted. During the first stage it is proposed to shut down 
progressively 34 generating stations, and, by means of inter- 
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connecting cables, to supply such stations in bulk from the 
remaining stations. At the same time certain capital stations 
would be erected, and, as these became ready for work, the 
second stage would be reached. Twenty-six of the remaining 
generating stations would then be progressively shut down. 
Of the remaining 17 stations existing in the area, two would 
be reconstructed and considerably enlarged to act as capital 
stations, and seven would be permanently retained to act as 
auxiliary gone tanni stations in conjunction with the new 
capital stations. e other eight, near the outskirts of the 
area, would have to be kept at work for a considerable period 
until it became commercially possible to extend the trans- 
mission mains to their neighbourhood. The installed capacities 
of the capital stations would vary, in the first instance, be- 
tween 70.000 and 200,000 kW, mostly in units of 25,000 kW. 
Several of the sites would permit of much larger stations 
if required. 

It is not proposed that any works should be constructed 
by tie Minister of Transport, under Section 18 of the Elec- 
tricity (Supply) Act, 1919. l 

It is proposed to leave the existing generating station 
(tramways) of the London County Council (Greenwich), and 
the existing generating stations (railways) of the Under- 
ground Railways (Lots Road). Metropolitan Railway Co. 
(Neasden), Great Western Railway Co. (Park Royal), London 
and South-Western Railway Co. (Wimbledon), and london 
and North-Western Railway Co. (Stonebridge Park), to supply 
energy as herefofore to their respective systems. 

In most cases the plant at these stations 1s already fully 
loaded, and no good purpose would be served by incorporating 
it in the general system of supply; moreover. two of the 
stations, viz., Lots Road and Neasden, supply at a non- 
standard frequency of 334 cycles. Any railway system in 
the area, not already electrified. would be able to obtain its 
supply of energy from the new capital stations, while addi- 
tional supplies could be given from them to those railways 
already electrified. On the south side of the river Thames 
supplies at either 25 or 50 evcles would be available, and on 
the north side a supply at 50 cvcles. 

The estimated capital expenditure by the Joint Electricity 
Authority for the first stage of the scheme, ending 1925-26, is: 
(a) Secondary transmission. and interconnecting mains, in- 
cluding switchgear and transformers. £2,050,000; (b) nri- 
mary transmission mains from capital stations, including 
switchgear and step-down transformers, with buildings, 
£2.000,000: (c) capital stations (first portions of) (200,000 kW 
installed capacity). 48.000.000; and (d) interest on capital 
during construction (say), £1,000.000, the total being 
£13.050.000. For both the first and second stages, ending 
1930-31, it is as follows: (a) £2.550.000; (b) £4.700.000: (c) 
875,000 kW installed capacity £92,000.000; and (d) 41.500.000. 
the grand total being £30.750.000. The above estimates are 
hased on nresent-day prices, but do not include the cost of 
the acquisition of existing generating stations or of existing 
interconnecting: mains. 


THE HEATING OF BURIED CABLES. 


DISCUSSION AT LIVERPOOL. 


THE N.P.L. report on the above research work, which was 
abstracted in our issue of December 31st last. was discussed 
before the Liverpool Sub-Centre of the NORTH-WESTERN CENTRE 
of the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS on February 7th. 
Mr. E. B. Wedmore introduced the report. and was followed 
by Messrs. Melsom and Fawssett, and Dr. Marchant, who 
each in turn introduced his contribution to the research work. 

Mr. J. A. Morton opened the discussion, pointing out that 
the report left the information in such a form that it was not 
readily available for use bv cable users, although it was 
useful to the manufacturer. They wanted tables or simple for- 
mulæ. Now the ground had been cleared in that preliminary 
report. the question was what next to do to bring about thut 
desirable consummation. Dealing with paper cable, it would 
probably be necessary to obtain lengths of armoured cable 
built to the B.E.S.A. (July, 1919) standards (preferably all 
from one maker), a small, medium, and large size of each 
tvpe. Temperature rises could be obtained in earth with a 
certain moisture content and depth, and corrections. would 
be made to certain agreed standard K values of dielectric and 
soil, and tables built uv like those prepared by Mr. Melsom 
for the I.E.E. Wiring Rules giving currents for, sav, 60 deg. 
and 90 deg. F. temperature rises in the different tvpes of 
armoured cable, laid direct. Possibly Mr. Melsom could arrive 
at multiplying constants for different thermal resistivities of 
dielectric and soil, by which the standard figures in the table 
enuld be modified as required. Those exneriments would also 
show how long the different tynes of cable took to reach their 
steady temperature. a peint of some importance which was 
not sutherently dealt with in the report. They should want 
some cooling curves alen, for the rate of cooline would probably 
pat he the same as the rate of heating. He also thought 
that they micht try the effect of laying from three to six 
three-core -enbles in the same trench at. sav. 6 in. centres, 
which would enable constants to be obtained for multiplying 
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the one-cable currents to provide for more than one cable in 
& trench. The consideration of dielectric heating at 20,000 
volts or over was not necessary, because different makers used 
different compounds for impregnating their cables, giving 
different electrostatic capacities and different dielectric power 
factors. With regard to e.h.p. cables, makers could draw up 
their own tables for safe currents in the copper, based on the 
committee's tables, but making their own allowance for 
dielectric heating in their own cables. The portion of the 
report dealing with bitumen cables was excellent, and very 
complete so far as single cables laid solid were concerned, and 
he did not think anything more needed to be done on those 
lines, but bitumen cables were largely used for mining work, 
for running down pit shafts, and he thought experiments 
might be made on such armoured cables run vertically, say, 6 
in. from a wall, such as would be the case in a pit shaft, to find 
ouf what current could be carried for a 40 deg. F. rise, 
which was about all that could be allowed in that class of 
cable. It had been usual to take the ground temperature at 
60 deg. F., although ıt would sometimes be rather higher 
in summer, but seeing that the heaviest loads were usually 
in the winter months when the temperature was lower than 
normal, he thought 60 deg. F. would be a good figure to 
work upon. There was also the permissible maximum tem- 
perature rise to be allowed, and so far as paper cables up to 
11,000 volts were concerned, 90 deg. rise (from 60 deg. F. 
initial temperature) was quite all right, but one had to take 
account of the longitudinal expansion of conductors on the 
long lengths of cable as now made. Generally a 60 deg. F. 
rise was sufficient, because the expansion in a 220 yards length 
of copper with a 60 deg. F. rise was 43 in., which was quite 
enough to deal with if they were not going to use expansion 
Joints. Of course, all the expansion did not occur at the 
end of the cable; if it did, 60 deg. F. would cause trouble. 
Large expansions distorted the lead, which was not elastic, 
and might cause trouble, in fact, it had caused trouble in 
certain cases. For cables built for, say, 20,000 volts and over, 
probably 60 deg. F. rise (i.e., a maximum working tempera- 
ture of 120 deg. F.) was sufficient, because above a tempera- 
ture of 120 deg. F. the dielectric losses tended to rise quickly, 
though possibly that might be got over by the cable makers 
in the near future. The great difference between the K values 
of the l.p. and h.p. cables brought into prominence for the 
first time the importance of the thermal resistivity of the 
dielectric. He did not think that they ever realised before the 
importance of that, and he did not see why the l.p. K values 
should not be brought more in line with those for h.p. cables. 
What about the k values of the jute servings over and under 
the armour? Nothing appeared to be said about those in 
the report. Apparently the effect of armouring was of little 
importance on the heating, though the figures related to 
cables in air, and showed that when the armour was removed 
the temperature rose slightly. He would have imagined that 
if the cable was buried in the earth the armour would act as 
a lugging. and they would get the opposite effect, but apart 
froin that it did not follow that the dielectric round the con- 
ductor had a lagging effect. It had been found from experi- 
ments with bare cables in air that a braiding of cotton soaked 
in ozokerite tended to cool a small wire, while with a very 
large cable similar braiding acted as a lagging, and on some 
intermediate sizes the braiding had no effect at all one way 
or the other upon the carrying capacity of the wire’ a little 
more light on that subject might be useful. The k value of 
the soil for general work in Great Britain might be taken as 
100 which meant that the soil contained about 123 per cent. 
moisture. A very dry soil might reduce the carrying capacity 
of cables by 25 per cent., and there were places in this country 
where that might be the case. Three-core cables with shaped 
conductors would carry about 3 per cent. more current than 
a similar cable with round conductors, and cables in ducts 
would carry less than armoured cables laid direct, the actual 
amount depending on the diameter of the cable in relation 
to the duct. It seemed that armoured cables buried in the 
earth had the advantage from every point of view. The report 
said that there was no appreciable difference between the 
heating effect with alternating (50 periods) and direct currents, 
which was what they had always thought, but some little 
time ago Major Tavlor, at Birmingham, discussed that ques- 
tion and caused rather a flutter in certain quarters. He ap- 
parently showed that the sheath loss of a.c. 3-core cable might 
be 50 per cent. of the PPR losses in the copber of an un- 
armoured cable. but he (Mr. Morton) did not think a true 
comparison had been made. Major Tavlor should have taken 
230 amps. d.c. per core, i.e., in all three cores as in the a.c. 
test (instead of 400 amps. in one core). and he would have 
got a different result; one which would come nearer that of 
the committee; Major Taylor's conclusions seemed to be at 
variance with all previous work on the same subject. 

Mr. G. H. NisBETT said that the report contained far too 
many variables to be of any ready use to users of cable, 
although he appreciated. the value of the research to the 
cable maker. One could not safelv generalise, but to take 
an example: For a 33,000-V cable with a load of 167 
amperes per phase. the annual cost of the energy lost and 
the interest and depreciation added together approached a 
minimum figure for sizes between 0.1 and 0.25 eq. in. of 
copper; between those sizes the total annual charges did not 
vary very much, even with considerable variations in fhe 
price of copper and the cost of energy. That being so, a 


supply engineer would install the larger cable, and in that 


way avoid all possible over-heating, and so would never need 
to bother his head about the figures in the paper, except in 
cases where a miscalculation had been made about the possible 
load. Mr. Melsom suggested that the measurement of the 
resistance of the lead sheath would be of considerable use in 
ractice to ascertain the temperature of a cable already laid, 

ut it would seem that Mr. Melsom was much too sanguine, 
and did not weigh up the difficulties to be met with. Mr. 
Melsom drew attention to the relative heating of b.p. and 
l.p. cables of the same copper section, and pointed out that a 


h.p. cable in air was the cooler of the two. The opinion that 


when the cable was laid the difference would disappear was 
probably true, but attention should be drawn to the fact that 
the test was not sufficiently long to produce heat saturation 
in both of the cables, as the curves were approaching each 
other when the test was discontinued. The object of the cable- 
insulating paper test was not very apparent, the temperature 
used being far above the limit that any cable maker would 
guarantee his cables to work at. "M 
Mr. W. P. FYLLER outlined seeming discrepancies in the 
application- of some of the formule im practice, and offered 
suggestions for a more accurate determination of those for- 
mulae. Jor instance, the thermal resistivity formula for 
3-core cables was the same as- the formula given by 
Russell for the capacity of three cores to tbe lead sheath, 
with the addition of the 4 1 constant. The formula. however. 
gave capacity figures which were too low by from 20 to 30.per 
cent., and it seemed possible that, if the correct relationships 
between the size of conductor, &c.; and the thermal resistivity 
were known, the 3-core figures and those for single-conductor 
cables would more nearly harmonise. A great deal of atten- 
tion had been paid to thermal resistivity, hut there was another 
thermal constant (the specific heat) of which he saw no 
mention in any paper.. To show its effect, in a 0.15 sq. in. 


3-core, 20,000-volt cable working at 250 amperes, if the current 


were raised to 300. even if none of the extra heat generated 
were conducted away from the cable, it would take an hour 
and a quarter to raise the temperature of the cable 10 deg. F., 
although the final temperature of the cable from the authors' 
fig. 6 would be enormous; therefore, in estimating the over- 
load capabilities of a cable, the thermal capacity came in mate- 
rally. The thermal capacity of the ground, in the case of 


buried cables, was as important as the resistivity. He did. 


not believe a cable.laid in the ground ever reached a steady 
temperature, as a matter of fact, all the curves in the report 
were stil rising. With cables in air, convection. 80 arranged 
matters that heat was carried off as rapidly as it was generated, 
and so a steady teinperature was reached, but such was not 
the case with a cable buried in a fixed medium. It might 
be a good idea to give curves of temperature rise and time 
for different diameters of lead piping at different watts loss 
per square centimetre of surface. One could then work back 
and find the temperature of the copper, by using the steady 
results obtained with the cables in air. The authors antici- 
pated making experiments on cables with applied voltage, a 
different state of affairs to that of a cable carrying current 
alone. In the latter case the maximum temperature was next 
to the copper, but when voltage was applied, it was likely that 
ins Don temperature would shift to the centre of the 
cable. 

Mr. F.. J. TEAGO suggested that co-ordination of the informa- 


tion might be obtained by a close study of the manufacture 


of the different classes of cable. Temperature rise was closely 


bound up with the intimacy of contact between. the various 
dielectrics and the copper. and the inclusion of slight air 
films caused banking of heat pressure, that was, greater 


difference of temperature between interior and exterior. 

Mr. W. HourrUM thought the report did not give much 
definite guidance to cable users or manufacturers. "The re- 
search, as so far conducted, had been mainly directed to the 
cables, but there was very considerable room for further in- 
vestigation, not only regarding the nature of the ground in 
various places, but of the behaviour of the ground ‘when 


occupied by warm cables. In many cases cables in continuous 


use would maintain the ground in average weather in a con- 
dition continuously. different in its heat dissipating qualities 
from the normal. It. seemed likely that a special piece of 
apparatus for ground tests would be more useful than an 


ordinary cable; for example, & spherical unit containing a 
heater and means for taking continuous observations of its 
surface temperature, also a number of buried thermo-junctions 


or other convenient apparatus for taking the temperature at 
various distances from the heating unit, and some form of 
buried moisture indicator if such. could be devised, would he 
verv useful adjuncts. The nature of: the contact of the 
cable with the ground was of considerable importance, and 
there seemed room for trials to be made with identical cables 
in Jdentical earth, but with the earth in different degrees of 
contact with the cable. Also the effect of slightly wetting 
the gronnd while laving and before raminine down micht he 
determined. tests being taken after normal drvness had been 


reached; watering the ground during laving with a. solution 


sneh as calcium chloride micht. in certain cases. vield profit. 
able results. With regard to determinations of thermal re- 
sistjvity of the dielectric. was it not possible. thaf the wide 
variation in the results given was accounted for. not bv. actual 


differences of thermal resistivitv, but by differing degrees of 


intimacy of contact between the paper and the copper and 
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lead? It would appear desirable to investigate that factor by 
experiments on artificial test cables, in, which the copper and 
lead were replaced by mercury. 

Messrs. WEDMORE, FAWSSETT, MELSOM, and Dr. MARCHANT 
replied to the various points raised by the speakers, and 
expressed appreciation of the various suggestions put for- 
ward, which would be reviewed in mare detail when the 
full report of the discussion was available. 


4 . 
que 


LM ——— — : 
GAS v. BLECTRICITY. 


UNDER the auspices of the National Association of Supervising 
Electricians, a debate on the respective merits of gas aod 
electricity was held at St. Bride's Institute, Fleet Strect, ou 
March 9th; Mr. J. S. Highfield, M.LE.E., occupied the chair. 

Mr. F. W. GoopENocGH, of the Gas Light & Coke Co., 
opened the case for gas, and said he was sorry to appear as 
the representative of an industry which. according to some 
of its critics, ought to have been dead years ago. However, 
during his 18 years’ experience of the industry he had come 
to the conclusion that after all there was room for both the 
gas and electrical industries in the service of civilisation. 
Each had its special field in which it was supreme, and the 
debatable ground was really very small. Therefore, each 
should recognise the other's usefulness. There were three 
fields of comparison for the two agents—ulumination, mechani- 
cal energy, and heat. In the first of these three the physical 
limits of each had not yet been reached. There had been 
rapid improvement in electric lighting—gasfilled lamps. &c., 
but so there had been in gas lighting by the introduction of 
higher pressures, &c. The physical limits in the other two 
directions were known, but the speaker asserted that there 
were more possibilities of improvement in the application of 
gas as only from 25 to 30 per cent. of the heat units were used 
in the present types of gas engines. The heat equivalent of 
the electrical unit could not be improved upon, as it was 
a definitely fixed quantity. The gas industry now had to 
conform to a thermal unit in supplying its commodity. This 
was the therm or 100,000 B.th.u., and it would ensure 
a proper heat value for gas supplied. Returning to the light 
ing aspect, Mr. Goodenough said that many other factors, 
apart from etliciency, entered into the question. Renewals 
in the case of gas, i.c., mantles and burners, were much 
cheaper than the replacement of electrical lamps. On the 
other hand, electricity was economical on account of the eas 
of switching off and on. Electricity was always more expen- 
sive than gas, but the efficiency was perhaps greater. Some 
housing authorities owning electrical undertakings appeared 
to think that electricity was the only satisfactory method af 
lighting, and had not considered the wishes of the users. 
As a proof of the fact that users would not always choos 
electricity, the speaker cited an instance in which 1,3" 
houses were erected for munition workers. These houses 
were wired for electricity and piped for gas. Upon a canvas 
being made among tbe prospective tenants, 1,289 were 1D 
favour of gas; only 11 required electricity, and, of these. five 
altered their minds. The chief reason for the choice of pas 
was that a working-class woman wanted an illuminant which 
would take the chill off a room. 

As regarded power, a therm of gas would give from 10 
to 12 b. h. p., according to the size of the engine—say, II b.h.p. 
—this was equivalent to about 10 units of electricity. Electric 
power had many incidental advantages, and even gas manu- 
facturers used electric motors in their works for intermittent 
duties. Gas, however, proved best on regular loads. 

For all heating purposes, a vast field remained with das. 
although electrical authorities still put forward surprising 
claims for electric cooking.. In this connection Mr. Good- 
enough quoted a letter written by Mr. Wright to the ELFC 
TRICAL REVIEW, in which young optimists of electrical sales 
departments were condemned for putting forward exaggerated 
claims for their apparatus,. particularly with regard to elec- 
trical water heaters. A saving of meat was claimed for 
electrical cooking, these claims had been tested and found 
baseless—only moisture was retained, not nutrition. Some 
of the war-time National Kitchens were permitted to use 
electricity, but a letter from the Director stated that gas 
cooking had proved far more economical, and much further 
evidence could be given on this subject. A Blue Book issued 
by the Health of Munition’ Workers’ Committee endorsed 
the statements made by the Director. Electric cooking was 
expensive both in initial and running costs. Electrical en- 
gineers would do their cause more good if they confine 
themselves to the many claims which they were able to 
substantiate: instead of this thev endeavoured to kill the 
gas industry, which was the height of follv. There were 
many cases in which he would advise a consumer to us 
electricity; to others he would recommend gas. In conclusion. 
Mr. Goodenough hoped that his remarks would be taken In 
perfect friendliness in order to get at the truth of thes 
matters, so that each agent could continue its service in its 
proner sphere. | bo ntes | 

Mr. W. A. Gittorr. M.LE.E., who had had his remarks 
printed and circulated among the ardience. seid that be 
proposed only to deal with the every-day use of electricity. 
and in the first instance would refer to a few of the salient 
advantages of electric light. In any situation when 8n 
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artificial light was required, none could be as suitable as elec- 


tricity, and in certain cases only electricity could be employed, . 


such as shop window cases, enclosed spaces as in 'explosive 
factories and coal mines, in submarines, cabins of airships, 
shops, strong rooms, and similar instances where cleanliness 
was necessary, pure air essential, and explosion or fire an im- 
possibility. ` n dL TER EM ws ; 

It was well known that when electric light was installed 
the cost of decoration was reduced to a minimum. 
in new buildings lower ceilings were permissible, owing to 
the fact that electricity did not vitiate the atmosphere or 
call for the necessity of improved systems. of ventilation when 
«iuployed in confined spaces. From a convenience point of 
view no artificial illuminant could approach electricity. One 
could have control of any light, or group -of lights, from 
several positions, and individual lamps could be extinguished 
or turned down. 2 

For aecurate matching of colours, steadiness of light, purity, 
safety, convenience, definite results, and economy of opera- 
tion, electricity undoubtedly commanded the complete situa- 
tion. 7 

For power purposes it was an established fact that thé 
transmission of power by electricity was supreme, fro the 
little motor in the domestic vacuum cleaner to the high- 
speed locomotive, or the minute dental motor to the enormous 
ventilation or pumping plants used for colliery work. The 
smallest or largest of motors could be started, slowed down, 
controlled, gr stopped by the mere movement of a switch. 

For industrial and small business purposes, its uses were 
almost inconceivable. A butcher used a motor to make 
sausages, a grocer to grind coffee, a works to drive machinery 
or lift articles weighing many tons and carry them .to 
various positions and raise or lower them within a fraction 
of an inch. ‘There were certain instances, especially in textile 
factories, where definite speeds were essential, owing to the 
possibility of the yarns breaking, if the machine was run 
at varying speeds, or intermittently. Electricity was em- 
ployed there because it was so definite and reliable, and 
further, the output was considerably increased by its use. 
In large engineering shops it was the practice to employ one 
motor per machine, because electricity offered the facility 
of convenience of starting and stopping, the machine was 
only running when it was actually working, belt drives were 
eliminated, and it was economical. Upon the question of 
floor space alone it would pay in many instances to employ 
electricity; a 10-h.p. motor would eccupy approximately 2 
sq. ft., a gas engine of similar power approximately 15 sq. ft., 
even when disregarding the cooling tanks. Electric motors 
could be installed in almost any position. 

The use of electricity for cooking was rapidly increasing 
because the users found it reliable, cleanly, economical, and 
definite in its results. 
manufacturers of electrical cooking apparatus had introduced 
many improvements in the electric cooker; the open type boil- 
ing plate was doubtless the most important one so far as 
the used was concerned, it attained its full heat almost at 
once, performed its work quickly, the heat could be regulated, 
&c. | = , 

Housewives who used electric cookers were thoroughly satis- 
fied with their behaviour, and would not use any other type 
of cooker. These views were identical with those of cooks 


who catered for upwards of 10,000 meals per day in the large . 


electric kitchens. E 

Other advantages of electric cooking were: Cleanliness and 
absence of fumes; constant heating value, also the facility 
of reducing the heat to a definite degree, which was impossible 
with gas; reduced labour costs; less floor space required, 
owing to the fact that electrical apparatus could be installed 
in almost any position, and in some cases mounted on tables 
or one above the other; economy in food, i.e., less shrinkage of 
meat; saving on renewal of kitchen utensils, and low main- 
tenance costs. 

Mr. Gillott gave a statement of the comparative costs of 
electricity and gas for cooking in private or domestic house- 
holds. Over a period of 12 years many tests and comparisons 
had been made in all types of houses catering for from two 
to twenty persons, with an equally wide variation of the menu, 
and the comparative cost of fuel only, i. e., electricity or gas 
was ld. per unit or 2s. 6d. per 1,000 cu. ft., at a declared 
heat value of 500 B.th.u: per cu. ft. These were not labora- 
tory tests, but records of actual instances under norma 
working conditions. ; 

Room heating and water heating could be taken: together 
for the purpose of the discussion. To use either gas or elec- 
tricity for long periods was not economical. It was better 
to use a coke boiler for heavy duties, and top up by 
electricity. | 

Supplementing his printed remarks, Mr. Gillott asked: 
“ Where is the dividing line between gas and electricity?“ 
He was glad that Mr. Goodenough allowed that lighting 
belonged to electricity. Local conditions always had a great 
bearing upon any decision as between gas and electricity. 
The use of electricity in gas works was a fine testimonial 
to its efficiency. It was strange that gas engineers always 
expressed great indignation when electric cooking was dis 
cussed. 'The electric cooker of five years ago was nothing 
like that of to-day, and the gas companies were basing their 
remarks on out-of-date figures. Electric cooking was becom- 
ing more and more popular. In Newcastle the number of 


Further, . 


During the last two or three years. 


meals cooked electrically rose in a short period from 25 per 
week to 250.000 per day. Regarding costs, Mr. Gillott said 
that he used electricity in his home, while his neighbour 
used gas. In one year he (Mr. Gillott) used 8,000 B. O. T. 
units and four tons of coal, costing £32. In the same period 
his neighbour's costs amounted to £6U, and he always had a 
dirty. house. A. restaurant with which he was acquainted 
formerly catered for 1,500 persons.per day at an annual cost 
of 4280. Electricity was substituted, and for £360 per year 
2,200 persons were now’ catered for. In connection with the 
National Kitchens, the speaker said that the standard fixed 
for the cooking of meals was that a maximum of 3 cwt. of 
coal or its equivalent might be used for 1,000 portions. It 
was found, from results obtained in 50 kitchens in the Metro- 
politan area, that for 1,000 portions the coal equivalent in 
the case of gas was 3 cwt. 64 lb.; coal and steam, 2 ewt. 88 ib., 
and electricity 2 cwt. 28 lb. The speaker then exhibited a 
number of lantern slides illustrating various applications of 
electricity. : boxe. Qus d. 3 EE. 

Mr. J. W. BrAUCHAMP deplored. the fact that the electrical 
industry fell far behind the gas industry in propaganda work 
and other things. The suecess of gas had been due, to a great 
extent, to the continual urge and advertisement of its 
sales organisation. Courteous and competent. men were 
always ready to serve the consumer; this presented a great 
object lesson to electrical engineers. The business of electrical 
engineers was to ` push ” electricity and let the public judge. 
Mr. Beuuchamp suspected there' was something behind the 
continual.desire of the gas people to institute these discussions. 
His opinion was that they were gradually leading up to an 
agreement bf delimitation of the respective spheres of gas 
and electricity. There might be co-operation upon the gene- 
rating side, but there could be none in distribution. The 
dividing line, if there was one, would be fixed by those who 
iattered—the public. He did not think the thermal effi- 
ciency ". type of prppaganda was very fruitful, but it might 
leave an impression upon those in authority—who: had con- 
siderably . increased since the..war; .therefore this type of 
propaganda should be scouted. a a 

Mr. SELLEY said that in 18 years of his experience gas had 
only increased in use by 44 per cent., while in 17 years 
the use of electricity had risen by 178 per cent. Under 
laboratory conditions the gas authorities could: produce re- 
markable figures, but applied to household conditions the 
position was different. 'lhe installation of one electrical ap- 
pliance led to the adoption of electricity : wherever. possible. 
Electric heating, because of-its satisfactory performances, was 
causing great concern to the gas.industry; in fact electric 
heater manufacturers were making fortunes.  (Laugbter.) 
Electric radiators were remarkably efficient, although their 
first cost was often prohibitive... Mr. Sellev spoke at some 
length on the many other advantages of electricity.“ “? 

Mrs. Cross said that, as a cook who had used both methods, 
she found electric cookers very much easier to use, cleaner, 
and more economical. She did not get half so tired when 
cooking electrically, and the food tasted much nicer. In 
cooking 100 joints in several ovens she had found the average 
loss per joint to be only 8 per cent. 

Mr. W. Nosss referred to a chart prepared to give a just 
indication of the relation between various kinds of fuel heat- 
ing. With gas at 5s. per 1,000 cu. ft., calorific value 450, 
used in a gas fire with 60 per cent. efliciency, the cost of 
100,000 B.th.u. was 2s. Electricity used at 100 per cent. 
efficiency, and at 14d. per unit, cost 3s. 6d. But apart from 
this there were many other considerations, such as annual 
charges, attendance, and cost of flues, which .gave electricity 
a 33 per cent. advantage in cost. | 4 

Mr. Mason rather objected to the use of lantern slides by 
Mr. Gillott. Mr. Beauchamp inferred that the discussion was 
arranged by gas interests; this was not so; the secretary 
of the Association had organised it. The first electricity supply 
stations had been worked by gas engineers, and it was a 
national disaster that they should ever have fallen into separate 
camps, as there was a lot of time wasted in recriminations. 
The speaker waxed facetious over Mr. Gillott’s description of 
an electrical day," and his parody evoked a great deal of 
laughter. He compared the two industries with the two great 
English-speaking nations, and said that in many ways elec- 
tricitv was like the United States—standing for vital progress. 
Electricity had a great future before it—but so had gas.. Some 
politicians were holding up to the people the ideal that elec- 
tricity was going to bring about a new heaven and earth; 
it was going to do nothing of the kind. As a policy the gas 
interests never said anything against the electrical industry, 
stated the speaker, amid much laughter, except, he was careful 
to add, when electrical engineers said something that wasn't 
true. did dat 

Mr. CARTER pointed out that the heat value of the B. O. T. 
unit was constant, and although the gas value was to be 
standardised, the thermal value would varv. Electrical ap- 
paratus would always give the same results—provided the 
voltage remained constant. The calorific value of gas de- 
pended on the fuel, and the consumer had to bear deficiencies. 
Electrical engineers had fuel trouble also, but their consumers 
did not have to stand this. IM aM LUE 

Mr. C. NosBS supported the last view, and he also stated 
that gas companies were supplving gas to about 500,000 h.p. 
of engines—a mere fraction of the electrical power in use. 
Electricity propaganda was only just commencing, but state- 
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ments of the gas authorities were often misleading, and should 
be watched. There was no dividing line between the two 
industries. 

Mr. G. D. Binb, speaking merely as a consumer, said that 
the cost of appliances told heavily against the electrical in- 
dustry, but their convenience kept down the balance from 
a woman's point of view. The electrical industry had to 
contend against the appalling ignorance of electricity shown 
by the working classes. It was to be hoped that the increased 
output of electric appliances would cheapen them. 

Mr. GoobENoUGH, replying to one or two points raised, 
suid he appreciated the courtesy shown to him, but protested 
against Mr. Gillott's statement that he (the speaker) had said 
that electric lighting held the field. Regarding the electric 
cooker, it seemed that Man never is but always to be blest.” 
Progress was still being made in gas cooking, and the speaker 
had seen electric cookers with gas hot plates for water heat- 
ing. The Newcastle restaurant mentioned by Mr. Gillott 
still used gas as well as electricity, probably to the extent of 
50 per cent. He remembered that an “all-electric ” kitchen 
at Earl's Court some years ago used 950,000 cu. ft. of gas 
as well as coke. The danger of gas poisoning had been 
mentioned; statistics proved that the cases of gas poisoning 
were only one per annum per 2,000,000 gas users. Regarding 
the alleged constant efficiency of electrical apparatus, was there 
such a thing as varying voltage? or had he been misinformed? 
He reminded the audience that the reduced quality of gas was 
the result of attention given to the extraction of benzol and 
toluol, which had practically won the war. 

Mr. HIGHFIELD thanked the speakers, and said the discussion 
bad elicited many important facts. Both industries were 
partly controlled by the Government in their business, but 
he was envious of the gas people, who could evade the Govern- 
ment so easily. Both depended on the customer—and both 
got the better of him, although it was not always so, as 
witness the case of the Holborn street lighting some years 
ago. The chairman concluded by thanking the secretary (Mr. 


Revell) for the able way in which he had organised the 
meeting. 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1921. 
(NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 


Compiled expressly for this journal by Messrs. SzrroN-Jouzs, O'DziL amp 
STEPHENS, Chartered Patent Agents, 285, High Holborn, London, W.C. 1. 


6,099. Telephone repeaters.” Western Electric Co., Ltd. (Western Elec- 
tric Co., Inc.). February 23rd. 

6,248. “ Cover for electric light switch on motor-cycles." L. C. Hughes. 
February 26th. 

6,272. *' Apparatus for electrically welding flanges of metal rim heels." 
G. Giorgini. February 24th. : j T E 
6,278. Protective devices for alternating-current electric distribution sys- 
tems.” British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (H. Trencham). February 24th. 
6.279. Electric distribution systems." British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 
February 24th. 

6.285. Telephone instruments." S. A. Lazarus. February 24th. 

6.288. Winding devices for paying out and winding in electric conductors.” 
N. D. G. Robertson and R. D. Stowell. February 24th. 

6,315. '' Lock for electric lifts." G. Newbury and H. F. Thomas. Febru- 
ary 24th. 

6.326. Automatic electric cut-outs.” O. Szaszovszky. February 24th. 
ane sty, February 25th, 1920.) 

6,329. '' Tapes for insulating cores of multi-core electric cables." H. R. 
Williams. February 24th. E 

, 6,335. “ Lightning conductors.” J. S. Borrington and F. Westwood and H. 
B. Westwood and S. C. Westwood. February 24th. 

6,355. '" Commutator brushes." J. S. Borrington. February 25th. 

6,370. *''Inverted voice current transmission." Western Electric Co., Ltd. 
February 24th. 

6,281. ‘* Electric lamps for motor vehicles.“ C. I. I. Manufacturing Co., 
Ltd., and E. A. Watson. February 25th. 

6.388. Rotors for electric generators." G. A. Juhlin and J. A. Kuyser and 
e Electrical Co., Ltd. February 25th. 

390. Feeding electric arc lamps for projection . R. S. Wright. 
February 25th. g P projection purposes R. S. Wright 

6,396. “ Application of electric distance switches to locks in doors." Y. 
Remirto. February 25th. 

6.407. Magneto-electric machines." H. W. H. Warren and A. P. Young. 
February 25th. 

6.442. Electric cables.“ Johnson & Phillips and D. A. S. Porteous. Feb- 
ruary 25th. 

6.443. Mounting dynamo capable of acting as starting device in automo- 
biles. ' E. Buggati. February 25th. l 

6,445. “ Rectification of electric alternating currents.“ S. A. Pollock. Feb- 
ruary 25th. 

6,451. “ Electric hand lamps." J. Davison. February 25th. 

6.461. . Labels for telephone transmitters." S. F. Smith. February 26th. 

6,469. “ Electric ventilating apparatus," A. Charles. February 25th. 

6,452. '' Electrolytic device for increasing speed of ships." E. Duteil. Fcb- 
ruary 25th. (France, March 16th, 1920.) 

6,473. Roller brackets for commutator, &c., contacts of motor vchicles."' 
F. W. Gowland. , February 25th. 

6.479. Electric heaters." British Brass Fittings, Ltd., and H. B. Butler. 
February 25th. . 

6.483. Watertight electric light fittings." J. Scott and J. Scott, Ltd. 
February 25th. 
Nin * Commutators for motor-car engines, &c." V. Franklin. February 

6.494. '' Electric manicure and chiropody machine." F. W. Flote and V. 
C. R. Pollex. February 96th. 

6.496. Adaptor for converting acetylene lamps into electric lamps.“ W. T. 
Harrington. February 26th. 

6,507. '' Electrical instruments," M. B. Field. February 26th. 

6.513. Electric welding.” Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. Feb- 
ruary 26th. (United States, March 23rd. 1920.) 

6.517. Electrical liquid heaters." Festa Akt.-Ges. February 26th. (Swit. 
zerland, September 3rd, 1920.) 

6.519. Magnetos." Soc. Duten, Doublet et Cie. February 26th. (France, 
February 25th, 1920.) 

6,520. '' Electric cut-outs.” J. H. Silley and H. J. D. Thompson. Febru- 
ary 26th. 

6,523. '' Electric transformers." W. Parry. February 26th. 


. 


6,528. '' Apparatus for registering telephone calls." E. H. Kinnard. Feb. 
ruary 26th. 

. 6,540. Electric signal for railways.“ I. Sanchez. February 26th. 

6,548. Efectric switches." J. B. Tucker. February 28th. 

6,201. ''Spark-plug and magneto tester." C. E. Hall and W. H. Norris. 
February 28th. 

6,568. '' Emergency switch-gear in electric installations.“ J. T. Wright. 
February 28th. 

6,575. Terminal for sparking-plugs." A. Ford. February 28th. 

6,585, * Electric heat radiator." S. B. Tax. February 28th. 

6,586. Combined electric call bell and automatic fire- alarm.“ P. W. 
Jones and J. Scott, Ltd. February 28th. 

6.590. Automatic, &c., telephone systems." W. Aitken. February 28th. 

6,594. Arc lamps." C. Beck and C. J. Beck. February 28th. 

6.595. Electric furnaces." A. Imberv. February 28th. 

6,596. Production of high-tension discharges and high-frequency oscilla- 
tions." W. H. Wilson. February 28th. 

6,598. *' Production of high-tension discharges and high- frequency oscilla- 
tions." W. H. Wilson. February 28th. 

6,019. “ Electricaily-heated soldering-irons.“ W. Clark and Clark's Neo 
Electric Devices, Ltd. February 28th. 

6,641. Thermionic cathodes and manufacture thereof." Western Electric 
Co., Ltd. (Western Electric Co., Inc.). February 28th. 

6,653. applying X-rays, &c." E. Js W. Watkinson. February 28th. 

6.654. Controllers for alternating-current induction motors." J. Anderson 
and G. Ellison. February 28th. 

6,655. *' Electric storage batteries." Chloride Electrical Storage Co., Ltd. 
(B. Ford) and B. Ford. February 28th. 

6.657. Apparatus for compounding  direct-current motors.“  Akt.-Ges 
Brown, Boveri et Cie. February 28th. (Switzerland, March 19th, 1920.) 

6,671. *'' Electric switches." C. Hyland. February 28th. 

6,712. *' Electric light lamp sets for motor-cycles and side-cars.” J. F. 


Smith. March Ist. 


6.713. Electric lanterns.” J. Eaton and Efandem Co., Ltd. March Ist. 

6.720. Electric circuit-breakers." B. Thomas and E. Thomas. March Ist. 

6,736. Electric fuses and holders for same." J. J. J. M. Kluijtmans. 
March 1st. 

6,738  '' Electric switches." C. A. Damey. March Ist. 

6,739. '' Holder for incandescent electric lamps." A. W. Brown. March Ist. 

6.756. Electric-motor installations." Spencer & Co., Ltd., and M. W. 
Clarke. March Ist. 

6,759. *'' Electric accumulators.” Chloride Electrical Storage Co., Ltd. 
(B. Ford) and B. Ford. March Ist. 

6,769. “ Insulation of electric cables." C. J. Beaver and E. A. Claremont. 
March Ist. 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS, 


The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


1919. 

19,370. Electric battery lamps." Nurnberges &  Sackier — warenfavrik 
vorm. Geb Bing, Akt.-Ges. August llth, 1916. (Germany, October 10th, 1916.) 

19,393. ‘* Electric protective arrangements." Akt.-Ges. Brown, Boveri et 
Cie. August 6th, 1919. (Switzerland, August 18th.) (130,993.) 

20.960. Telephone exchange systems," Western Electric Co., Ltd., and 
G. Deakin. July 28th, 1920. (158, 592.) 

21,885. Electric water-heaters." Filbar Electric Heater, Ltd., and C. 
Kratt. September 6th, 1919. (158,5935.) l 

24,246. “ Electric heating apparatus.” Automatic Telephone Manufacturing 
Co., Ltd., and C. H. Archer. October 4th, 1919. (158,604.) 

36,777. ‘Sparking plugs of internal-combustion engines." J. Jones. Octo- 
ber 3lst, 1919. (158,615.) 

27.255. Elastic fluid turbines." British Thomson-Houston Co., Lid. 
(General Electric Co.). November Sth, 1919.  (158,630.)) 

27.398. Protective devices for electric apparatus." British Thomson- 
Houston Co. (General Electric Co.). November 6th, 1919. (15,640.) 

27, 57. Magneto-electric machines.” R. B. North and A. M. Allen. 
November 7th, 1919. (158,052.) M^ 

27,462. '' Electric cable connectors, particularly for use with car-lighting 
dvnamos and the like." C. A. Miller, F. J. Miller and E. A. Sanders. No- 
vember 7th, 1919. (158.654.) . 

27,464. '' Electric lamps for motors and other vehicles." C. A. Miller, F. 
J. Miller and E. A. Sanders. November 7th, 1919. (158,655.) : 

27,498. Electric lamp signalling systems." H. Hawkins, F. J. Hawkins, 
and T. Johnson. November 7th, 1919. oe) 

27.606. ‘Electrical testing apparatus." A. T. Scorey and Brella Manu- 
facturing Co., Ltd. November 7th, 1919.  (158,673.) 

27,811. *' Electrical insulators.” G. V. Twiss. November 10th, 1919. 
(158,689.) . . 

27,940. ‘Electric battery plate pasting machines." A. White (U.S. Light 
and Heat Corporation). November llth, 1919. (158,701.) 

27,950. '' Wireless telegraph receiving systems." W. J. Picken and J. G. 
Robb. November llth, 1919. (158.707.) . 

28,320. Thermionic or oscillation valves.“ S, R. Mullard. November 
14th, 1919. (15k,720.) em 

28,325. “ Electric ignition apparatus for internal-combustion engines. . 
C. F. Jensen and M. J. E. Tilney. November láth, 1919. (158,721.) 

28,599. *' Electric transformers and the like." British Thomson-Houston 
Co., Ltd. (General Electric Co.). November 18th, 1919. 158.730.) — 

98,779. primary electric batteries." B. F. S. Baden-Powell. November 
90th, 1919. (158,733.) red me p 

28,856. '' Protective devices for alternating current electric distribution 888: 
tems." British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd., and H. K. Trechman. Novem- 
ber 20th, 1919. (158,736.) . „ W 

29.492. '' Grinding and other machines having magnetic work-holders. . 
Arter. December 28th, 1916. (135.856.) : " 

30,285. Protective casing or sheath for sparking-plugs when not in use. 
J. E. Goodwin. December 4th, 1919. (158,760.) Ltd 

30,356. '' Magneto-electric machines," British Thomson-Houston Co., “ 
and A. P. Young. December sth, 1919. (158,761.) . d 

30,488. '' Electro-magnetic wave reception apparatus." J. Robinson an 
H. L. Crowther. December 5th, 1919. (158,762.) p. A 

31,059. *' Electrical switches." A. P. Lundberg, G. C. Lundberg, P. ^ 
Lundberg, and G. Pegg. December llth, 1919. (158,771.) 


A920. 


307. “ Electric lamp holder." S. W. Hamlyn. January 5th, 1920. (158.787 
392. “ Means for driving dynamos.“ T. Davies. January 6th, . 
(158,788.) : » 7th, 1920. 
3.810. ''Electric cables." H. Lucas and F. Jenkins. February 7th. 
158.796. "Re 
19 05 " Devices for protecting telephone, telegraph, and the Uke Ue 
ments against lightning or excessive electric potentials." 4. E. be 
April 16th, 1920.  (158,804.) l NT. 
13,067. '' Apparatus for extracting fuses or links on electric 1 
E. Wilson and Callender's Cable & Construction Co., Ltd. May llth, 4% 
158.809.) 
i 15,640. ‘* Thermally-actuated electric switch." P. W. Baker. August 23rd, 
1920, (158.812.) we 
19.496. Receiving arrangements for the electric detection of 110 id 
ships" Siemens & Halske Akt.Ges. September 18th, 1918. (147.9 d Heat 
26.576. '' Dynamo-electric machines." A. E. White (U.S. Light an 
Corporation). November llth, 1919. (Divided application on 
(158,821.) 
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PUBLIC SERVICE CONTROL. 


As we have had occasion lately to refer to the public 
control of public services operated by companies, it may 
be of interest to consider briefly the system as practised 
in the United States, where the great majority of the 
electricity supply and tramway undertakings are in pri- 
vate hands. The plan usually adopted is to appoint a 
* Public Service" or Public Utilities " Commission 
consisting as a rule of three or five members, to regulate 
the services of the particular State concerned; the Com- 
missioners are salaried officials, and are armed by the 
State Legislature with the powers necessary for the per- 
forniance of their duties. While some States have pos- 
sessed such Commissions for over 20 years—created 
originally to deal with railway inatters—others have 
followed their example only within recent years, and 
some appear to have taken no steps in this direction. The 


duties, as well as the powers, of the Commissions vary 
widely ; some have control only over railways, others deal 


with all kinds of public“ utilities," prominent amongst 
which, of course, is electricity supply. The Commissions 
investigate the income and expenditure of the companies 
operating under their supervision, and regulate the scale 
of profits, as well as the relations between the suppliers 
and consumers. A few examples taken from the Ælec- 
trical World will serve to illustrate their methods: — 


" Urging the need for co-operation between central-station 
companies and their patrons. in. small communities, the 


Montana Public Service Commission, Instead of granting in— 


creased rates to the Eastern Montana Light & Power Com- 
pany at Wibaux, recommended the establishment of dusk-to- 
dawn instead of twenty-four-hour service.” 

Here the Commission exercised control over the opera- 
tion of the supply undertaking. 

The Public Service Commission of Pennsylvania ordered 
the Eastern Pennsylvania Light, Heat & Power Company to 
desist from the practice of requiring deposits to cover the costs 
of making service connections, holding that electric lighting 
and power companies are not justified in demanding that 4 
prospective consumer supply capital for the labour and ma- 
terial required to make such a connection, and that they are 
sufficiently protected by the right accorded them to require a 
deposit from the customer to secure payment for electrical 
energy delivered.” | 

This instance will be of special interest to the appar- 
ently large number of British communities from which 
complaints of excessive service charges emanate. The 
same applies even more forcibly to the following 
example — f 

„In passing upon a nevi rule of the New Jersey Public Ser- 
vice Electric Company requiring the cost of service connections 
to be borne by the customer, the New Jersey Board of Public 
Utility Commissioners refused a change in the rule as to the 
former free limit and also held that where charges are per- 
missible they should not be fixed sums but based on actual cost 
of materials and labour.” 

This case bears a close resemblance to a number that 
have been brought to our notice in this country. 

A provision in a franchise requiring an electric company 
to furnish electricity for lighting city buildings free of charge 
should be eliminated, the North Dakota Board of Railroad 
Commissioners has declared, since the expense of such service 
should be borne by all citizens benefiting therefrom and not 
entirely by the consumers of electrical energy." 


It will be noticed that the Railroad Commissioners are 
mentioned in the foregoing example; it often happened 
that the Commissioners were appointed in the first in- 
stance to deal with railway and tramway affairs, and 
that their powers were later extended to cover other 
public services. The Commissioners rightly veto an at- 
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tempt to levy tribute from a supply company, clearly 
seeing that the charge must be passed on to the consumer. 

The Georgia Railroad Commission. . . found a return of 
6 per cent. too low and endorsed rates designed to yield 8 per 
cent.” 


Here the Commissioners recognise the right of the 
supply undertakers to a fair profit. How otherwise can 
capital be attracted into the industry ? 


In arranging an increased rate schedule for the municipal 
electric plant at Kiel, Wis., the Railroad Commission of that 
State found that under existing conditions an increase of 60 per 
cent. was necessary. 


The Commissions hold the balance evenly. In normal 
times they take care that the charges are lowered as the 
undertaking develops, but under the existing conditions 
the pendulum necessarily swings the other way; their 
function is not to oppress the supply company, but to 
secure fair play for both parties. 


'" Granting a revised schedule of electric rates to the 
Heppner Light & Water Company... the Public Service 
Commission of Oregon insisted that more satisfactory service 
niust be provided and recommended the immediate installation 
of a voltage regulator at the generating plant.” 


Here faulty service earns a reprimand, together with 
a technical suggestion as to the best method of improving 
it. 

So much for the mode of procedure of the Commis- 
sions. These examples all appear, with others, in one 
issue of our contemporary, and similar ones are pub- 
lished every week, indicating that the Commissions are 
constantly exercising their powers. That their work is 
regarded with approval and satisfaction by the public is 
attested by the results of a questionnaire published in 
the same issue of the Electrical World. It appears that 
in two States (Arkansas and Illinois) the services of the 
Commissions were disparaged, and in the State elections 
last November the opponents carried the day. The 
ground of the attack was the grant of increased rates to 
the supply undertakers, which was seized upon by the 
politicians as a lever with which to dislodge the party in 
power. In this country it has been necessary to grant 
increased statutory maximum charges to both municipal 
and private supply authorities, after the undertakers 
lad progressively raised their prices to the maximum 
previously authorised. In the United States apparently 
there was no statutory maximum; the question was 
whether any increase at all should have been made. The 
Governor of Arkansas, a staunch supporter of State 
regulation, made inquiries of the other Governors and 
received replies from 34 States where Public Service 
Commissions were in existence, all strongly commending 
tlie system, in such terms as the following: '' Extremely 
useful; we would not think of abolishing it.“ 
consider it an indispensable department. 
our industries and people hundreds of thousands of 
dollars annually." An important and necessary ad- 
junct of the State Government.” Its actions almost 
without exception prove to have been warranted.” Its 
work has been of incalculable benefit to the people of our 
State ’’—and so on. 

The system is undoubtedly endorsed by the public; is 
it resented bv the industry? Presumably the latter 
would naturally prefer to have an entirely free hand— 
but that is impossible, either in the United States or in 
this country. On this point our contemporary remarks: 
State regulation has not been entirely to the liking of 
public utilities. Commissions have, as a rule, favoured 
the public more than the service companies, so that on 
the whole as agents of the people they have been effec- 
tive." The Electrical World, however, regards the 
efficiency of State regulation as proved, and scouts the 
idea that, even in the two States named above, Commis- 
sion regulation will be abolished. It declares that 
State regulation has justified itself, and is too firmly 
rooted to be dislodged by the political assaults of mis- 
informed demagogues." Evidently, therefore, our con- 
temporary accepts the Commissions as being on balance 
decidedly advantageous. 

Turning to the conditions obtaining in this country, 
we may note that more than half the industry is in the 
hands of municipal authorities, whereas in the United 


States these are in a small minority. Parliament has 
from the first exercised a tight control over the whole 
industry by special legislation and through the Board 
of Trade. Of the earlier Acts, little good can be said, 
and it is clear that general legislation may have disas- 
trous results. Even the Temporary Increase of Charges 
Act was a scandalously unfair and oppressive measure. 
But it will be seen that public control in one form or 
another has been in force since 1882. Now the condi- 
tions are changing; a central board of Electricity Com- 
missioners has been appointed, with very wide powers, 
which will be amplified if the Electricity (Supply) (No. 2) 
Bill becomes an Act, and this board comprises members 
who are intimately acquainted with the technical and 
commercial conditions under which the industry is car- 
ried on, so that its decisions will be based on competent 
knowledge and not (we hope!) upon political grounds. 
Whether the Electricity Commissioners will be able to 
shoulder the whole burden of regulating supply in every 
district, in addition to their many other duties, is ques- 
tionable, but they are empowered to set up Advisory 
Committees, and at least they can act as a final Court of 
Appeal in disputed cases. Two important companies in 
Wales and Yorkshire have declared their readiness to 
operate under the control of the Electricity Commis- 
sioners, if authorised to discharge the functions of Joint 
Electricity Authorities, and doubtless other Power Com- 
panies would willingly accept similar conditions. This 
system, therefore, offers a solution to the great problem 
which now confronts the industry, a solution which would 
short-circuit many of the extremely perplexing difticul- 
ties that have cropped up directly the attempt has been 
made to inaugurate the scheme of the Act of 1919. Pro- 
vision for its adoption has in fact been made in the 
No. 2 Bill now before Parliament. Such a course would 
enable development to commence at once; if we wait for 
the proposed Authorities, it is clear that progress will 
be delayed for years to come. 

We may point out that the proposals of the North 
Wales and Yorkshire companies are in no sense inimical 
to the existing municipal supply undertakings; the 
latter, where able to generate economically, will con- 
tinue to do so under either of the schemes, and where 
they cannot establish that claim, they will become distri- 
butors of bulk supplies also under either scheme. Bulk 
supply, in fact, will be the main business of the Joint 
Electricity Authorities or of the Power Companies, 
whichever be called upon to operate. 

Án important point, which was admirably brought 
out in the report of the conference of Yorkshire autho- 
rities to which we recently drew attention, is that tlie 
power companies own their rights in perpetuity. They 
can therefore be purchased only by agreement, involving 
& heavy capital charge; or allowed to carry on side by 
side with the new Authorities, involving immense waste 
of capital and loss of efficiency ; or dispossessed by new 
legislation, involving what amounts to confiscation. 
And the whole thing is so utterly unnecessary ! 


THE United States Department of 
The Baltic Pro- Commerce has issued as a supplement to 
vinces and their the customary commerce reports a long 

Industries. report prepared by Mr. Boris M. 

Baievsky, dealing with the agricultural, 
industrial, shipping, railway, and other economic con- 
ditions in the Baltic provinces of the former Russian 
empire, namely, Esthonia (Estland), Livonia (Lettland, 
Lettonia), and Courland (Curonia). The report contains 
very little of an electrical nature, but such information 
as may be worthy of reproduction is given below. 

It is explained that Esthonia possesses 648,000 acres 
of peat moors, the depth varying from 2 to 6 metres. 
Various projects for the working of the peat have been 
drawn up during the past few vears. Among these 
was one prepared by the Manufacturers’ Association in 
Reval, which provided for the erection of a generating 
station that would supply electrical energy to the whole 
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of the Reval industrial area. The capacity of the sta- 
tion was to have been 15,000 kW, and overhead wires 
were to be used with transformers at various points. 
It was impossible to carry the scheme into effect owing 
to the lack of funds, as all the machinery and plant 
would have had to be imported from abroad, and this 
would have required more credit than was obtainable at 
that time. It is added that there are also sufficiently 
extensive peat moors in private hands to warrant the 
erection of large generating stations. 

After mentioning the number of industrial establish- 
ments, the number of workers employed, and the value 
of the products turned out in the three provinces in 
1908 and 1912, the report gives a list of the metal, 
machinery, and shipbuilding works existing in 1913, 
which had always been compelled to obtain raw mate- 
rials from abroad and from the interior of Russia. 
Among the works mentioned are the Volta Electrical 
Machinery Works of Reval, Esthonia, the Universal 
Electricity Co. of Riga, Livonia, the Riga municipal 
power station and the Riga Tramway Co., and the Con- 
tinental Electric Traction & Lighting Co. of Libau, 
Courland. | 

Before the war Riga, Livonia, was the seat of the 
Baltic and the Phoenix Car Works; there were also large 
inachine shops, locomotive works, and some 400 manu- 
facturing plants. As a manufacturing centre, Riga 
suffered heavily when in 1915 the Russians stripped the 
works and transferred much machinery to the interior, 
including boilers, machine parts, and electrical appara- 
tus. As long as the future of the Russian market is 
undecided and there is difficulty in obtaining fuel 
and other raw materials, machinery and capital, 
only small undertakings seem possible at Riga. The 
former Baltic provinces are administered as two 
republics—Esthonia and Latvia. In February, 1920, 
peace was concluded between Esthonia and Soviet 
Russia. Under the terms of the treaty no customs or 
transit duties are to be levied on goods passing through 
Esthonia, a free port for Soviet Russia is to be estab- 
lished in Esthonia, and the right is granted to the latter 
to construct a railway from Reval to Moscow and to work 
2,700,000 acres of forests. On the other hand, the 
utilisation of the Narva waterfalls for electric power pro- 
duction is granted to Soviet Russia. The plant of the 
Volta Electrical Machinery Works was entirely trans- 
ferred to Moscow on the approach of the Germans. Be- 
fore the war the company produced electrical apparatus, 
dvnamos, motors, transformers, and electrical cranes, 
and 600 workmen were employed at the works, which 
is said to be well laid out for electrical manufacturing 
on a large scale. After dealing with the shipbuilding 
vards at Reval and their equipment, the report refers 
to various proposed new railways in Esthonia, and 
concludes with a discussion of the general economic 
situation of the Latvian republic. 

Some striking examples of the decline in production 
in Russia under Soviet rule were published recently by 
the Russian official journal Pravda, thus confirming the 
statements made some time ago by a German engineer 
under the title of Russian Electrical Industry 
during and after the War.” 
October 29th, 1920). The journal states that whereas the 
output of teleghaph instruments by the Ericsson Co. in 
1916 was 10,000, in 1921 it only amounted to 250. In 
the case of machines the Siemens-Schuckert Co. supplied 
generators, &c., of a total of 14,000 kW in 1916, but is 
now only able to turn out 6,0.0 kW per annum; the 
united cable factories, which formerly consumed 210,000 
poods of copper per annum, now only work up 25,000 
poods; and the production of Morse apparatus by the 
Siemens & Halske Co. has declined in the same period 
of vears from 7,500 to 150. The journal attributes 
the retrogression in the industry to the scarcity of 
labour, as the number emploved has fallen from 30,000 
to 6,000, of whom only 10 to 20 per cent. represent 
skilled workmen, as compared with 75 per cent. for- 
merly. 

A further statement cn the situation in the South 
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Russian coal and iron and steel industry has just been 
made by an engineer who recently returned from that 
district. He states that the scarcity of efficient electric 
motors at these works prevents the pumps and other 
plant from being worked, and that many motors lie 
about the works awaiting repair, but there is a complete 
absence of wire and insulating materials and of electrical 
apparatus in general. 


IN this country we are overworking 
Superpower.“ our long-suffering Electricity Commis- 
sioners with the object of developing, 
as quickly as possible, our resources for the supply of 
abundance of power to our industries, in order to in- 
crease the output of manufactured products per worker 
per annum, and thus to retain our share of the world's 
markets. Across the Atlantic precisely the same process 
is in progress, and for precisely the same reason! Al- 
though in the United States no less than 34 h.p. is used 
per head, about twice as much as in this country, it is 
held that in view of the feverish activity of European 
countries in bringing up their power utilisation towards 
that figure, and the lower wages paid in Europe, the 
use of mechanical power must be quickly developed to 
a far higher degree. 

The policy adopted, which is succinctly and compre- 
liensively styled ‘‘ Superpower,” is in the main very 
similar to ours, except in respect of the appointment of 
Electricity Commissioners. The densely populated 
North Atlantic seaboard has been selected for first treat- 
ment; although it comprises only 2 per cent. of the total 
land area, it contains 22 per cent. of the population, 
and produces nearly 40 per cent. of the manufactures of 
the United States. This, then, is the first ''super- 
power region," which has recently been the subject of an 
extended survey. Within this area it is intended to 
link up the large power stations with heavy trunk mains, 
to erect large steam-driven generating stations, and to 
develop water-power resources which could not be profit- 
ably utilised without the linking system. Inefficient in- 


stallations will gradually be abandoned, and the larger 


and more efficient ones will be incorporated in the net- 
work. In fact, each ‘‘ superpower region will become 
a huge power reservoir into which all the power will be 
dumped, and from which all the industries will draw 
their supplies in bulk. Obviously the root idea is 
identical with that which is in course of development 
here—all too slowly. 

The estimated consumption of 1920 for manufactur- 
ing purposes was 12,400 million kWh, of which the cen- 
tral stations supplied only about 2,750,000,000; by 
1930 it is expected that the consumption will be 
19,000,000,000 kWh, of which 10,000,000,000 will be 
supplied by the ‘‘ superpower ’’ system, effecting a 
saving of 53 million tons of coal per annum. There, as 
here, during the war the manufacturer turned to the 
central station for power supply as he had never done 
before; and there, too, the capacity of the manufactories 
was increased far beyond the requirements of the home 
markets, so that export is essential. 

In the decade between 1904 and 1914 the power in- 
stalled in U.S.. factories increased from 2.5 to 3.2 h.p. 
per head, and it is now estimated to be 3.5 h.p. In this 
country, in 1907, the value was only 1.55h.p. In 1904- 
1914 the output of manufactured products per worker 
in the United States increased from $2,700 to $3,430 
per annum; in the United Kingdom in 1907 the corre- 
sponding figure was only $1,220 per head per annum. 

It is interesting to note that the Superpower Survey 
has recognised as a fundamental principle that the 
rights and property of the existing public “‘ utilities dd 
must be respected and safeguarded ; the system will be 
restrieted to power stations and main transmission lines, 
giving a supply of electricity in bulk. 

An interim report on the subject was recently sub- 
mitted to President Wilson by the Secretary of the In- 
terior; it contains many features of great interest, to 
which we shall refer in a later issue. 


872 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol. 88.. No. 2,961, Manch 25, 1921, 


THE FUNCTION OF WHITLEY. COUNCILS IN THE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY INDUSTRY. . 


= —-— — a 


By d. 


THE present industrial situation is s causing considerable 
perturbation in the minds of many thoughtful people 
both inside and outside the engineering profession. 

On the one hand they see wages soaring beyond what 
appears to them to be reasonable limits, and on the 
other an increasing amount of unemployment, and one 
is not surprised to find that they take the easy step 
to the conclusion that the latter is largely the result 
of the former. The vicious circle of rising wages and 
rising prices which has been created, has, in their 
opinion, overstrained the industrial machine, with the 
result that it has ceased to function normally. Not 
& few go so far as to openly advocate that the only way 
to break the circle is for labour to consent to a reduc- 
tion in wages. Their argument seems plausible, but 
the less sanguine ones, whilst not disagreeing that there 
may be something to be said for their contention, recog- 
nise that the remedy is much too simple to be effective, 
and that it leaves out of account many other relevánt 
and important factors. High costs of production. and 
the decline in trade, to which some of the present unem- 
ployment may be attributed, may not be due entirely 
to high wages, but to lessening productivity per unit 
amongst the employés. . In fact, in the opinion of many 
prominent employers, it is this factor rather than wages 
which is the most important, and the most disquieting 
feature in industry at the, present time. . It is, in a 
word, the failure on the part of the workers to produce 
what might reasonably be expected from them. The 
average working man has come to look upon himself 
as the victim of a soul-less capitalistic. system which is 
for ever grinding him down and exploiting his labour, 
and it is not unnatural to find that he is resolved to do 
as little as he can, and to get as much as he can for it. 
Employers complain that the service performed by their 
employés is often both grudging and meagre. . More- 
over, there is & lack of discipline and of respect towards 
those in authority. The readiness to respond to orders 
seems to have diminished, and there is a marked atti- 
tude of greater independence when contrasted with what 
obtained a decade or so ago, when the word of the 
employer was law, and when his commands were obeyed 
promptly and without question. As a consequence there 
is & decrease in the efficiency of production, and it is 
this symptom in industry which is the most alarming, 
and which calls for very special attention. 

Those -whose business. it is to direct industry are 
increasingly incapable of controlling those who are called 
upon to do the work. In former ‘days, before trade 
union organisation had reached its present stage, the 
"workers were compelled by the fear of unemployment 
to carry out the behests of their master without question. 
If they refused to do his bidding they were dismissed, 
and had to face the workhouse. Rather than become 
destitute they were obliged to submit to'& discipline 
which, in these days, would seem intolerable. Some few 
humanitarians denounced the system as inhuman, but 
its supporters justified it on the grounds that it was 
efficient, and that it enabled the employer to get his 
work done cheaply and efficiently. . In these days, when 
practically all the workers are in protective organisa- 
tions, the average worker has not the same fear of 
absolute starvation, partly because he knows his union 
will assist him during periods of unemployment and 
partly because to-day the State will: not allow the 
workers to reach the stage of absolute destitution lest 
there should be a social upheaval. Consequently the old 
stimuli fail to evoke the same response in human effort. 
In well organised industries where the employer once 
commanded he has now to cajole. His absolute authority 
has been considerably curtailed. He cannot pay what 
wages he likes, or force his workmen to work more hours 
than they collectively agree to. Nor can he dismiss 
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arbitrarily # those whom he employs or even engage those 
t» whom the workmen take exception. In fact, on more 
than one occasion the employer has been compelled to 
dismiss one of his officials on account of the pressure 
from the unions. In all directions, therefore, he finds 
himself bampered and crippled and, what is most im- 
portant, he cannot compel his workers to work harder 
than they think proper. In short, the old system has 
ceased to be efficient. It is idle to attribute its failure 
to the selfishness of the working classes. They are prob- 
ably no more selfish than their masters. The fact that 
there appears to be throughout industry a declining 
motive for economic effort should compel us to inquire 
whether the fault may not be in the system itself, 
and to examine whether new motives cannot be dis- 
covered. It is obviously foolish to think that mere er- 
hortations to the workers to produce more will have 
the desired effect. The workers have passed the stage 
when they were willing to be the docile instruments of 
the masters, and have learned that they possess power 
of which in the past they never dreamed. If the motives 
on which the industrial system has been accustomed to 
rely to secure efficiency secure it no longer, other motives 
must be found. "Their discovery is largely & matter of 
psychology. It has already been hinted that the greatest 
hindrance to effective and willing work is the suspicion 
in the minds of the workers that their toil is simply 
to provide profits for the employer, and that greater 
exertion above a certain recognised standard merely 
increases the gain accruing to the shareholders. The 
competitive system in industry is to some extent re- 
sponsible for this. It has tended to obscure the vital 
truth that industry is primarily concerned with public 
service, and that those who labour in it are performing 
a necessary function for the community. Particularly 
i3 this true in the electricity supply industry, though 
it is an aspect which both employers and workers have 
vet failed to grasp. Let them once come to feel that 
they are not helpless and irresponsible pawns in a game 
of grab,“ but workers contributing their quota to the 
public well-being, and a new interest will be generated. 
Furthermore, having recognised their powers, the 
workers must also be given some responsibility for the 
maintenance and efficiency of the service. This sense 
of responsibility can only be aroused in so far as they 
are given & more direct participation in the administra- 
tion of the industry in which they are engaged. The 
proposals to form Whitley Councils in various well- 
organised industries were put forward by the signa- 
tories to the Whitley Report with a view to enabling 
the workers to have, through their organisations, an 
increasing share in the management of their industry, 
and to stimulate them to take a more direct interest in 
its efficient working. It is unfortunate that, up to the 
present, few of those which have been set up have at- 
tained to this ideal. The majority of them, if not all, 
have become largely wages boards, and their main occu- 
pation has been to secure increased remuneration for 
the employés. In hardly any case has the efficient ad- 
ministration of the industry as a whole been taken 
seriously. The fault of this is not to be laid entirely 
at the door of the trade unions. some of it is no doubt 
due to the reluctance on the part of the employers to 
alter their customary practice of managing their own 
affairs in their own way. Many of them have still to 
be persuaded that the corporate feeling existing amongst 
the workers, as manifested in their organisations, is 
not wholly an evil thing. On the other hand, the trade 
unions themselves are by no means blameless. They 
lave not recognised their responsibility to the industry 
of which they form a part, and have been more con- 
cerned to extract something from it than to put some- 
thing into it, or to see that their labours were not 
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dissipated by a feeble and inefficient administration. 
This is as true in the electricity supply industry, where 
Such Councils have attained to a certain maturity, as 
in any other. Both sides have yet to realise that the 
object of the industry is to provide the community with 
service, and that in the task of providing that service 
both have a collective responsibility. It is no exaggera- 
tion to say that the active and constructive co-operation 
of the employés would do more to increase the efficiency 
of the supply industry than years of invention. Manu- 
facturers to-day will compass sea and land, and en- 
gineers will “ scorn delights and live laborious days ”’ 
in order to improve the efficiency of their machines by 
one or two per cent., whilst all the time ignoring the 
latent capabilities of the human element, whose enthusi- 
astic service and co-operation enlisted on behalf of the 
industry would make the former increase of efficiency 
pale into insignificance. This co-operation on the part 
of the employés, through their organisations, can only 
be secured by the cultivation of what might be described 
as professional pride. It has always been recognised 
that the foundation of efficiency in what are known as 
the Services is the esprit de corps which animates all 
ranks, and every means is taken to encourage it. A 
like spirit needs to be engendered in those who are en- 
gaged in the supply industry. ‘There is no reason why 
the performance of so important a function as the supply 
of electricity to the community should not be looked 
upon as being equally honourable as those professions 
which are concerned with war, and why the same spirit 
should not be encouraged. It can only be cultivated, 
however, in so far as the workers feel that they are not 
merely hands,“ but human beings, capable of assum- 
ing responsibility, and of contributing to the welfare 
of the industry as à whole. But responsibility implies 
power, and it is the function of Whitley Councils to 
provide machinery, whereby the workers are given such 
power to co-operate in the general management of the 
industry, and to voice their views on its administration. 

This is the most vital aspect of the matter, as it is 
obvious that such a delegation of power will involve a 
fundamental change in the position of both employers 
and trade unions. Instead of being merely defensive or- 
ganisations concerned with the maintenance or the 
uplifting of the workers' standard of life, & kind of 
permanent opposition in industry, they must become 
part of.the government. There are, of course, many 
einployers who would scoff at any such change as this, 
and would strenuously oppose any interference in what 
they claim to be the employers' province. But such 
opposition is both out of date and futile. If they expect 
the workers to give of their best they must be prepared 
to concede to them their claim to be treated as human 
beings. The employers cannot have it both ways. The 
enthusiastic service of willing brains can only be secured 
when the employers are prepared to treat the workers 
as if they possessed brains and are given sufficient con- 
trol in the conduct of the industry to stimulate them to 
give of their best in its service. Furthermore, during 
the war many of the workers realised a certain amount 
of power, though perhaps of a negative kind, and it 
is no more to be expected that they will be content to 
return to their former state of docility as irresponsible 
instruments of production, than it would be for Adam, 
having tasted the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge, to 
return to his original state of pristine innocence. 

The hands of the clock cannot be put back. It would 
be a most short-sighted policy on the part of employers 
to shrink from granting increasing power to organisa- 
tions of workers for fear lest they should become tyran- 
nous or exploit the public. As one economist has put 
it: It would be to pour away the baby with the bath 
and to lower the quality of the service in an attempt 
to safeguard it.“ The wise employer will endeavour 
rather to make use of these collective groups and to 
enlist their corporate strength on the side of increased 
efficiency in industry. 

There is one aspect of the trade union movement, 
which even to-day does not appear to have been recog- 


nised by either employers or the public, viz., their 
capacity to foster the feeling of loyalty to the group, 
and to secure the loyal obedience of the members to their 
leaders. ' On more than one occasion the writer has 
been struck by the loyalty of 'employés to their group 
or trade union. When faced with the choice of duties 
they have chosen to follow the leadership of their trade 
union official rather than carry out the instructions of 
the employers, and this, be it noted, not when any finan- 
cial considerations were at stake, but solely questions of 
principle. It would be a fatal mistake to attempt to 
conquer this corporate spirit, it must rather be rightly 
directed so that the loyalty to the trade union may be 
made to serve the good of the industry as a whole. 
The frequent occurrence of strikes or threats of strikes 
in the supply industry is suflicient indication that this 
corporate pride in the industry has not been harnessed 
as it should have been, largely, no doubt, because the 
machinery has been lacking. 


When the machinery for giving the workers larger 
control is in operation the trade unions will have to 
learn that it is their duty to instil into the minds of 
the workers the necessity of goodwill and zeal in the 
public service. The excuse that they cannot serve with 
enthusiasm capitalistic employers, who have no other 
interest in them than to make profit, has no validity in 
the case of municipally owned services. In such services 
they without question are the servants of the community. 
Moreover, if their claim to have & greater control in 
the conduct of the industry is to be justified it can only 
b» so on the grounds that the result is a more effective 
service than was possible in the days when their re- 
sponsibility was negligible. The workers cannot have 
it both ways any more than the employers; they must 
either by an increase in internal discipline amongst 
their members, produce a change in the efficiency ot the 
industry, or else qualify their demands for increasing 
control. 

The immediate practical problem, then, is how the 


machinery for carrying these proposals into effect is to 


be set up. Few will deny that useful as the present 
Joint Councils and Joint Boards have been in the supply 
industry in dealing with questions of wages and con- 
ditions, they have failed to achieve the real purpose 
for which they came into being. Nor is it open to 
much doubt that with their present composition they 
will be unable to achieve much more. In the first place, 
neither the Joint Councils nor the Joint Boards com- 
pletely represent all those who are engaged in the in- 
dustry, nor is there sufficient co-ordination to enable 
both the Councils and the Boards to work for the good 
of the industry as a whole. It is not to be expected 
that such large questions a$ administrative and tech- 
nical efficiency, the consideration of improved methods 
and organisation, the improving of the status of the 
industry, legislation, employment, &c., can be ade- 
quately dealt with either, on the one hand, by & Council 
on which only the manual workers are represented, or, 
on the other, by a Board on which only the stafis are 
represented, and even here only inadequately, as there 
is now the attempt to exclude the clerical and adminis- 
trative staffs. 

It is extremely unfortunate, in the writer’s opinion, 
that the employers on the National Joint Board are 
insisting that the clerical and administrative staffs 
should not be represented on the National Joint Board. 
It is shutting the door in the face of progress, and will 
have the effect of converting the Board into nothing 
more than a wages board. It is still more unfortunate 
that the unions representing those staffs have not com- 
posed their differences and agreed that, as they have 
an interest in the welfare of the industry, they have 
also a right to be Fepresenteu on the Council which deal” 
with it. 

It may be laid down as axiomatic that if the good 
of the industry and the welfare of those who are engaged 
in it are to be considered with any hope of success, it 
can only be in so far as all who are engaged in the 
industry meet together round a common table in a spirit 
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of goodwill and co-operation. Not until machinery to 
provide for this is set up will Industrial Councils in 
the industry fulfil their true function. There are, of 
course, many reasons to be advanced why the operative 
unions and the supervisory unions should have separate 
Industrial Councils, especially where questions of wages 
and conditions are being discussed, but there is no 
possible reason why both should not co-operate on 
broader issues. With such joint machinery in being, 
the workers would have the benefit of the special tech- 
nical knowledge of the staff, whilst the latter would come 
to understand more intimately the needs and capacities 
of the workers, and would in many cases act as a steady- 
ing influence. With such united co-operation the idea 
of purpose in industry would also become more apparent. 
It is because this idea has been obscured, and because 
industry has been regarded more as providing oppor- 
tunities for personal gains than for public service, that 
the economic life of to-day is in a perpetual state of 
unrest. It has become a tug of war in which those 
whose economic force is greatest receive the largest 
prize. If the conditions which produce this unnatural 
tension are to be removed there must be a new orien- 
tation which will give primary consideration. to the 
purpose for which the industry is carried on. It is 
high time, in public services at least, that the atmo- 
sphere of antagonism and conflict should give place to 
that of co-operation towards a common end. When 
such an environment exists, many of the problems which 
now appear insoluble will admit of treatment on simple 
lines, and many of the fears of the public regarding the 
greed of organised bodies will be laid to rest. 

Doubtless many of the above suggestions will appear 
Utopian and idyllic to the practical or conservative. 
Time will show that their realisation is not merelv 
probable but inevitable. Industry is at the parting 


of the ways when the old methods are breaking down 
and when the only new method available is the enlisting 
of the active interest of the workers, by granting them, 
through their organisations, a great voice in the control 
of their working lives, greater scope for initiative, a 
greater degree of self-direction, and the recognition that 
they are partners in industry with rights and responsi- 
bilities, as a substitute for the autocratic control of the 
employer. If such an alternative is to be adopted it 
will require on the part of those in authority, faith in 
the capacity of their employés to rise to the level of 
their responsibilities, and on the part of the trade 
unions it wil mean the giving up of much of their 
sectional and defensive outlook. 

Once the experiment is made, and as experience 
ripens, those who represent the consumers on the em- 
ployers’ side will recognise the value of having the active 
co-operation of the workers, nor will the workers be slow 
to grasp the value of the training it affords them and 
of the opportunities of contributing to the welfare of 
their own members as well as of the community at large. 

There is, of course, nothing to be gained by minimis- 
ing the practical difficulties, but given the necessary 
goodwill amongst all sections, there are sufficient brains 
in the industry to solve them. As fresh experiments 
are made, new lessons will be learnt which will throw 
new light on those difficulties which now appear in- 
superable. l 

Whether Industrial Councils will come to be a per- 
manent feature in industry is a question too big to be 
discussed here, but few will deny that the possibilities 
of success are as great in the electricity supply industry 
as possibly in any other, and that experiments in joint 
control by producers and consumers in municipally- 
owned services are more likely to be fruitful than in 
most others. t 


OUR FUTURE TRADE WITH SPAIN. 


PRESENT interest in the Spanish market centres chiefly 
around the projected Customs tariff revision. There is 
ground for the fear that the new duties will be strongly 
protective, though the more clear-thinking Spanish 
economists realise that to restrict the importation of 
electrical material into the country or raise its cost, 
will hinder the nation's industrial progress in the many 
directions where electric power is vital to activity and 
efficiency. Spain is short of coal, but has almost un- 
limited water power, and the future of her railways 
must depend on her development of this power for elec- 
trical purposes. 

Powerful interests are at work to obtain protection 
by higher import duties for any infant electrical in- 
dustry, added to which the Government is faced with 
the need to increase its revenue and maintain a favour- 
able trade balance. It will, therefore, require all the 
energy and influence of our own Board of Trade, the 
Federation of British Industries, and the British Cham- 
ber of Commerce in Spain, each of which is watching 
British interests, to ensure that our manufacturers are 
not too severely handicapped in the Spanish market, 

A little comfort is derived from the fact that the new 
rates were not settled by the date originally announced 
(March 21st), and from the practical certainty that 
the most-favoured- nation treatment formerly accorded 
to Great Britain will be continued under the new ar- 
rangements. The secretary of the Spanish Chamber of 
Commerce in London recently stated that in the case 
of Great Britain, and in that of France also, it is pos- 
sible that the intended increases will not come into force, 
because at the present time the respective Governments 
are already engaged in drafting the new commercial 
agreements between Spain and those nations. 

It is interesting to read the British official view on 
the future of our trade with Spain. In the report just 
issued by the Department of Overseas Trade, H.M. 


Commercial Secretary at Madrid says that even with 
the protective measures demanded by the Catalan and 
Basque manufacturers, the Spanish market will not be 
closed to the foreigner owing to the fact that Spain is 
still unable to supply its own increasing needs. 


With the acknowledged preference for British materials 
and manufactures, the future of British trade with Spain 
should be assured provided that suthcient study is made of 
the requirements of the country. In this connection it is 
noteworthy that exports from Spain to the United Kingdoin 
show 160 per cent. increase in value in 1920, as compared 
with 1913, and exports from the United Kingdom to Spain 
show 146 per cent. increase in value in the same period. 


While it cannot be doubted that the war 
Effect of Normal brought great wealth to Spain, it is clear 
Competition. that, as a nation, she has not emerged 
with that prosperity that should have been 
the result of her neutrality and her wonderful natural re- 
sources. While lacking what may be called the spirit of com- 
merce, to give the Spaniards their due, it must be allowed that 
during the war they showed great commercial activity. As 
a result of this activity they experienced a period of unpre- 
cedented prosperity, which if it had been maintained would 
undoubtedly have given a great impetus to industrial enter- 
prise. That they did not maintain it is, however, clear from 
a comparison of their trade balance at the end of the first 
ten months of 1920 with that at the end of 1919. 

Industrial troubles, lack of transport, and other factors, 
have all helped towards creating this result, but not a little 
is due to the fact that every issue. in the country is mure 
or less dominated by politics. 

The Spanish manufacturer early in the war found himself 
called upon to supply quantities of goods and foodstuffs to 
the belligerents, and profited accordingly. This naturally 
brought increasing wealth to all classes, and the increasing 
purchasing power of the individual created a demand for ull 
classes of commodities in greater quantities and higher quali- 
ties than had ever been known before in the country. The 
Spanish banking institutions experienced increasing prosperity 
and the country at the cessation of the war was exceedingly 
prosperous. 

With the return of peace, Spain found herself face to face 
with the fact that the demand for her goods was less, that 
her manufacturers were no longer free from competition, 
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and that her output was decreasing owing to labour difficulties. 
with the result that her exports began steadily to decline and 
her imports, largely of what may be called luxury articles, 
increased, until, as a result of ten months' trade, her balance 
is once more unfavourable. Nevertheless, a spirit of inde- 
pendence has been created during the war, and the 1920-2l 
period is marked by an endeavour to establish that independ- 
ence by increased taxation against the foreigner, and a ten- 
dency towards the nationalisation of Spanish industries. 

After foodstuffs, the largest class of imports is that which 
includes machinery, electrical material, ships, and motor cars. 
ln this class the increase in 1920 over 1919 is 120 per cent., 
and compared with the year before, 300 per cent. 

Especially interesting is the trade in electrical material, 
motor cars and lorries, and agricultural machinery. Of all 
these goods, for which the demand may be expected to become 
increasingly active, the U.S.A. is at present the largest sup- 
plier. The import of dynamos and electric motors in 1919 was 
3.100 tons, more than balf from the U.S.A. Eight hundred 
tons came from Switzerland. The United Kingdom provided 
340 tons, Sweden and France the remainder. France follows 
the U.S.A. as the second largest source of accumulators. In 
electric cables the United Kingdom is second. The U.S.A. is 
also first in carbons. Electric lamps are obtained chiefly from 
Holland and the United Kingdom. 

The impetus received by Spanish industries during the war 
reached a climax in 1919. The nation had become increasingly 
self-dependent. The textile industry was strongly established. 
Electrical goods of good quality were being made at Saragossa. 
Motor spirits were distilled in Spain from shales and lig- 
nites. The national coal and iron industries were developed 
to a notable degree. Last year, however, witnessed a set-back 
to Spanish manufacturing industries, a reduction of the lead 
gained during the war by the United States, and a remarkable 
revival of German commerce. 

In her own market, however, Spain is very much to be 
reckoned with in the iron and steel industries. If the iron 
and steel manufacturers succeed in their efforts to get in- 
creased protection, they will oust foreign competition almost 
completely. Other manufactures which are produced in Spain 
on a competitive scale include accumulators. 


Although the considerable lead gained by 

American and Americans during the war has been in- 

German creasingly reduced, imports from that 

Activities. country have nevertheless been larger than 

ever in actual quantity. But their keen- 

ness is unabated. They have established direct freight connec- 

tions. They have distributed widely catalogues printed in 

Spanish. They have made a free use of the Press. They have 
cut prices. They no longer insist absolutely on cash terms. 

On the other hand, they are no longer the only country 
fulfilling orders. They have experienced great difficulty in 
getting return freights, and Spanish bottoms now suffice for 
their traffic with the largest port of Spain. During the second 
half of 1920 their trade with that country has fallen off in 
almost every class of imports except petroleum products. But 
their hold on the market remains very strong in machine 
tools, hand tools, and electrical goods. 

German manufacturers have reappeared in the Spanish 
market on a surprising scale, especially in hardware, machi- 
nery, machine tools, cutlery, and electrical material. Favoured 
by the low value of the mark, it is evident that the Germans 
are out to do their level best to capture the Spanish trade. 
Despite the great reduction of the German merchant marine, 

a line of steamers from Hamburg has been specially assigned 
to the Barcelona route, and numerous German agencies have 
been established at that port for the sale of small goods. 
American salesmanship has improved, but other nations have 
again something to learn from the efficiency and thoroughness 
of the Germans. Their showing at the recent Barcelona Fair 
(October-November, 1920) exceeded that of all the other foreign 
nations put together. They were offering delivery within 24 
hours, as four vessels loaded with the goods that were being 
shown at the Fair had already arrived in the harbour from 
Hamburg in readiness for delivery ! 

Spain naturally buys as much as she can from her nearest 
neighbour, France, and that country has furnished consider- 
able supplies of accumulators, electrical material, armatures, 
machine tools, and telephonic and telegraphic apparatus. 

Electrical material, cranes, hydraulic motors, and other 
machinery have been gupplied by Switzerland, telegraphie 
and telephonic apparatus by Sweden, and electric lamps by 
Holland. 

The Commercial Secretary has no doubt that British goods 
only need to be pushed in the Spanish market to recover much 
of the ground lost during the war. But they do need to be 
pushed. A very important point is that the Spanish market 
demands that stocks should be held in the country. 


(To be concluded.) 


A Vienna Telephone Factory.—The Vienna telephone 
works of the German Telephonfabrik A.G. Berliner has been con- 
verted into an independent Austrian company, under the title of 
the Oester Telephonfabrik A.G. vorm. J. Berliner, and with a share 
capital of 15,000,000 crowns, 


ITALIAN ALABASTER. 


ALTHOUGH the application of alabaster to lighting purposes 
Is of commpuratlively recent introduction, this mineral has 
been used for other purposes from the very earliest times; 
but it required the discovery of a powerful illuminant such 
as electric light to bring out. the crystalline beauties 01 
alabaster to the full. 

Just as electric light has come to stay, so have alabaster 
bowls, or lamps, as they are always called in Italy. The 
sume [nay be said of various other lighting accessories 1n 
alabaster, of which some of the sinall table lamps are prob- 
ably the most attractive. 

Italian alabaster is now reaching this country in steadily 
increasing quantities, and the following is a brief account 
of its characteristics, which has been communicated to us 
by the New Italian Art Association, Ltd., 38, Newman Street, 
London, W. 1. 

Alabaster occurs in nodules, or "bloeks," as they are 
known to the Italians, of very ee size und in shape 
mostly roundish or oval. 

Obviously it is only the largest blócks which can be used 
for sculptural objects of any size or for lamps of the larger 
diameters, such as 22 in., 24 jin., and above. The blocks 
are sold by weight, size being taken into account. It is not 
only in the size of the blocks that there is great variation. 
There are to all intents and purposes three qualities of ala- 
baster; the two most. important being the pure and un- 
blemished white, or statuary, variety, which is known 
as Castellina, and the white with grey markings and veins, 


which are often very beautiful, called Scaglione. The third 
variety is of a decided grey colour throughout, somewhat 
like figured marble, and designated Bardiglio. All three 


varieties are sufficiently soft to be readily cut by a saw, and 
they can be worked both on hand and power lathes with 
comparative ease and freedom from splitting. 

So far as lighting purposes are concerned, it is only neces- 
sary to consider the pure white and the grey-veined varieties. 
Bardiglio is too dark in shade for lamp-making; it can be 
very ellectively used, however, for ornamental purposes such 
as in columns or pedestals. 

* Castellina ' is used for the best and most expensive lamps, 
Some of these are plain, but more often they are carved in 
every style of pattern from the severely plain, such as Greek 
key, to the most elaborate designs, of which some are con- 
ventional and others original. 

It will be noticed that most of the lamps so far used in 
this country are of Scaglione.” In this case carving is the 
exception, as their chief beauty consists in the grey veining, 
no two lamps ever being exactly alike in this respect. The 
variety of the markings and veinings and the different shades 
of grey are, to most people, extremely attractive. In a 
Scaglione lamp, whilst the veining and freedom from cracks 
and flaws, which unfortunately sometimes accompany the 
veining, are important points, a good deal also depends on 
the shape. Some of the lamps which have found their way 
to this country are unnecessarily bad in thia respect. 

It may be mentioned that when Italian alabaster is veined 
it is always in some shade of grey, whereas in English alabas- 
ter the veins are reddish, or pinkish. It is therefore a very 
easy matter to distinguish between English and Italian- 
alabaster in their natural state. In Italian alabaster there 
are, of course, various grades both of Castellina and of Scag- 
lione, depending on the purity of colour, the luminosity, the 
veining, and the freedom from flaws and cracks. 

Whilst the natural colours of alabaster vary only from pure 
white to grey, a variety of artificial colours and shades can 
be applied, and the Italian manufacturers claim that this 
colouring is quite permanent. There is every reason to 
believe that they have good grounds for saying so. The 
artificial colouring can now be done in London, and has the 
advantage of making it quite easy to follow a colour scheme 
in a room, large hall, or any other situation, or even to match 
a wall paper. Whilst it cannot be denied that there mav 
be places where cream, pink, yellow, green, or other coloured 
lights would be extremely effective on an ornamental point 
of view, it is anticipated that preference will continue to 
be shown in this country for either the natural white or 
grey-veined lamps the crystalline beauties of which are. 
within certain limits, in proportion to the suitability and the 
power of the electric lamps employed, and the skill with 
which they have been arranged. 

Certain it is that electric light can never be more delicatelv 
toned down or the light more beautifully and softly diffuxed 
than by the employment of genuine alabaster. 

In conclusion, it may be mentioned that the supply of 
raw material gives no anxiety for the future. The quarries 
have lasted for centuries, and are still good for very manv 
years to come. Any anxiety there may be arises from the 
demands for higher wages which are constantly being made 
by the Italian workers, commencing with the quarrymen. 
This state of affairs, however, is not confined to Italy. 


The A.E.U. Secretaryship.—As a result of the recent 
ballot, Mr. A. H. Smelhurst has, by a large majority, been elected 
secretary of the Amalgamated Engineering Union in place of Mr, 
Tom Mann, who is retiring, 
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THE OSRAM-G.E.C. LAMP WORKS. 


A Tour of Inspection. 


SiNcE the year 1908, when it was realised that the metal- 
filament lamp in practfcal form had been inyented, and the 
General Electric Co., Ltd., started its manufacture, the story 
of the Osram lamp has been one of continual progress, to gain 
some idea of which, together with the wonderful growth in 
manufacturitig facilities, an opportunity was given on Friday 
last when members of the Institution of Municipal and County 
Engineers spent an instructive morning at the above-named 
works. ` 


Fig. 1.—HYDROGEN Gas PLANT. 


When certain electric lamp patents expired in 1898, the 
General Electric Co., Ltd., began to manufacture the 
Robertson " carbon-filament lamp. Few persons, however, 
could have seen in the original modest workrooms at 
Hammersmith the germ of the spacious modern lamp factory 
with over 3,000 workers, some of the most ingenious auto- 
matic machinery in the world, and a Research Department 
which constantly links up science with mdustry. In 1908 the 
company acquired: the patent rights of the manufacture in 
Great Britain of Osram lamps, and adjoining the Robertson 
lamp works the first large factory in this country for the pro- 
duction of metal-filament Jamps was erected. 

A visit to this up-to-date lamp. factory is a revelation of 
modern skill and manufacturing methods; the factory is in- 
dependent of outside aid, which fact is one of the secrets of 
its success. Thus the tungsten ore comes to the factory from 
British Dominions overseas. to be trunsformed eventually into 
filaments; the glass is made and the bulbs are blown at the 


company's lemington-on-Tyne glussworks: the argon for the . 


Fia. 9. —STrFM Fixinc Prior TO EXHAUSTING. 


gasfilled lamps is produced by an argon plant that was speci- 
ally installed during the war period. From the Ileene works 
of the G.E.C. at Birmingham. again, come the brass shells 
for the lamp caps. Every essential to the complete lamp. in 
fact, is produced within the range of the company's activities. 

The actual making of the lamps is an extremely interesting 
series of processes, which. however, is too familiar to our 
readers to need further description; the accompanying illus- 
trations show the interior of three of the departments. 

When the nickel wires that support the filament, which are 
‘cut and looped ingeniously by a machine, have been inserted, 
the spider is ready for the winding on of the tungsten 
filament; it is then '' set” by flashing in an atapoaphere of 


hydrogen, diluted with nitrogen to prevent explosion. A com- 
piete plant for producing hydrogen 1s included on the premises 
and shown in hg. 1. l l 

Exhausting the bulb is a most important stage in the manu- 
facture of the lamp, and although modern ingenuity enables 
bulbs to be exhausted six or eight at a time and rapidiy 
tested, the speed thus attained does not sacrifice accuracy. 
The girls who carry out this process sit on trolley seate that 
run on rails, fig. 3, and are thus able to pass quickly 
from one set of lamps to another, and to supervise several 
groups with very little trouble; sensitive electrical devices in- 
dicate when the exhaustion is as nearly perfect as possible. 
The caps, as is well known, require the insertion of.contact. 
pieces, and the fixing of these in position by a special insulat- 
ing material of a glass-like nature known as, vitrite.'" ‘This 
operation is carried out on an ingenious automatic machine 
designed for the purpose, of which several are installed av the 
works. enn ari 

With regard to gasfilled lamps, we understand that the old 
round-shaped bu!b with its long neck has been discarded, and 
the bulb in its latest form. is club-shaped. It still has. an 
elongated neck into which the hot gas can rise and cool, but 
the new form of bulb which has now been standardised is 
much easier to blow, its shape being a more natural one than 
the old round one. l | 
- In the case of the gasfilled lamp, after the bulbs are ex- 
hausted of air, they are filled with the necessary inert gas, 
which may be either argon or nitrogen, according to the type 
of lamp; nitrogen is used only for heavy-current lamps. 
The argon used for the lower-current lamps is obtained by 


‘means of a liquid-air plant at the factory, the process being 


known as direct fractionation; this installation is extremely 


Fia. 3.—PuMr Room For LAMP EXHAUSTING. 


interesting, but too intricate to be described in the space at 
our disposal. | 

Automatic machinery, much of it specially designed on the 
premises and giving rapid and economical production, is a 
feature of the works, and the uninitiated visitor is invariably 
astounded at the way glass is ' handled," so to speak. by 
mechanical devices. But even more wonderful is the process 
of blowing bulbs by machinery at the G.E.C. glass works at 
Lemington-on-Tyne. In this case tbere is no intervention of 
human hands between the red-hot molten glass and the com- 
pleted bulb, and one attendant can supervise the production 
of thousands of bulbs in a day. Modern gas-fired furnaces, 
the temperature of which is controlled by electrical pyro- 
meters, are installed (the works producing their own gas) and 
every appliance that tends to increased production and 
efficiency of manufacture has been adopted. 

A notable addition to the equipment of the G.E.C. is the 
Research Laboratory at Hammersinith. Established within 
recent vears, and under the able direction of Mr. Clifford C. 
Paterson, it concentrates upon researches that will give in the 
end new and improved processes of manufacture and higher 
efficiency in the finished product. The Lemington glass works 
are not overlooked in this important work; a resident chemist. 
on the staff of the Research Department, gives his whole time 
to the investigation and testing of the raw material used in the 
blowing of lamp-bulbs. 

Extensions to the Osram lamp works on a large scale are 
in contemplation, some of which are on the verge of com- 
pletion, with the aim of not only meeting the requirements of 
this country. but also filling the enormous overseas demand. 

Following the inspection of the processes of electric lamp 
manufacture the visitors partook of an excellent luncheon at 
the Clarendon Restaurant, Hammersmith, Mr. C. Wilson in 
the chair, after which the members of the Institution settled 
down to a debate over which Mr: Norman Scorgie, borough 
engineer, Hackney. presided, on the subject of Employment 
for the Unemployed.” 
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MINE MANAGER FINED. 
W. Deny, certificated manager of Gain Clay Mine of the 
Glenbou Union Fireclay Co., was fined recently at Airdrie 
for three contraventions of the Mines Regulation Act of 1911. 
One of the charges was failing te see that the fireman he 
appointed devoted his whole time to the statutory duties, 
Whereas he permitted him, while acting as fireman, also to 
work at a coal-cutting machine. 
COST OF A CANTEEN.— PETITION or RIGHT. 

IN the King’s Bench Division on March 18th, Mr. Justice Bail- 
hache heard a petition of right brought by Messrs. J. P. Hall 
and Co., Ltd., electrical, &c., engineers, of Werneth, Oldham, 
asking for a declaration that they were entitled to reimburse- 
ment from the Crown in respect of the cost of building a 
canteen for their workers during the war. It appeared that 
Messrs. Hall became a controlled establishment, and were 
urged in common with others to provide canteen facilities. 
Sir John Simon, K.C., appearing for the suppliants, said they 
alleged that there came into existence a contract with the 
Crown to let them (suppliants) have the cost of making this 
canteen out of the Crown's share of profits. The Crown pro- 
posed to allow the company only £900 instead of the £1,500 
Which it contended it should have. Mr. Justice Bailhache. 
giving judgment, said he thought the expenditure upon the 
canteen was expenditure to be taken into account as current 
expenditure of the business, and taken into account before the 
net profits were arrived at. The Crown had so treated it, 
and he thought the Crown was right. The petition was there- 
fore dismissed. 


CATCHPOLE & MAURICE v. BARNETT. 


Berore Mr. Justice Salter, in the King's Bench Division, on 
March 17th, plaintifls, engineers, of New Oxford Street, 
London, sued Mr. B. Barnett, electrical engineer, of White- 
chapel Road, to recover the balance of the price of goods sold. 

Mr. SANDLANDs, for the plaintiffs, said the goods were 
delivered in January, 1920, and on other dates. He gathered 
that the only item now disputed was the one of £57 in respect 
of certain tubing supplied. The defendant, instead of com- 
plaining of the goods, asked for time to pay, and when tlie 
action had been brought, suggested that the tubing was not all 
it should have been. He never purported to reject it. 

Mr. LINCOLN. for the defendant, said the tubing was not 
of the correct size, and the plaintiffs agreed to take it back. 
They did not, however. do so, and after several months the 
defendant used it, and was, of course, liable to pay. Ile 
(counsel), however, submitted that a new contract had really 
been made between the parties when the tubing was used, 
and that the defendant ought only to pay for it at the lower 
price which obtained then. ö 

His Lorpsuir said the defendant had failed to satisfy him 
that there was any breach of warranty. There would. there- 
fore. be judgment for the plaintiffs for the balance of the 
account, viz., £119 15s. 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


Letters received by us after 8 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the following week, Correspondents should forward their communi- 
cations at the earliest possible moment, No letter oan be published 
unless we have the writer's name and address in our possession, 


Dynamo Excitation. 


With reference to your issue of March Isth, there appears 
on page 342 u paragraph headed“ Extra Voltage for Battery 
Charging.” This contains either an error or an omission. 

Assume 100 volts normal. 

Assume resistance of AE--CF -100 ohins. 

Assume ampere-turns AETCF =I. 000 AT. 

Then field current as shown=1.00 ampere. 
imaginary values for AB and CD— 

Assume AB+CD=140 ohms. 

Then ampere-turns AB+CD=1,400 AT (with 1 ampere). 

The voltage will not rise because the excitation current falls 
to 100/140 amperes=.715 amp., i.e., ampere-turns remain as 
before for 1.400 Xx. 715 1,000 AT. ; 

I have neglected any correction for variation in the mean 
length of the turn in the two portions of the field winding. 


W. Hartley. 


Again, taking 


Calver. 
March 19th, 1921. 


[Our correspondent is perfectly correct. Neglecting tem- 
perature rise, and assuming that all the turns are of the same 
length, the ampere-turns at constant voltage depend only on 
the size of wire and are independent of the number of turns 
of wire, whether it be one turn or 1,000 turns. We have 
been caught napping!—Eps. Exec. Rev.] 


phenomenon? 


Electrical Wiring Rules. 


The point raised by '' Bourgeois " in your columns, and 
answered by you, brings out the fact that there 1s no autho- 
rty in England to compel contractors and others to install 
proper and safe electrical wiring. The remedy you suggest; 
Ihe registration. of electrical contractors," to my mind. 
does not go far enough. An absolute cure would be the efti- 
clent and legally enforced inspection of all electrical work. 
This appears at first to be a somewhat tall order, yet it is 
done, and done well, in most of the large towns on the 
Pacifie slope of the U.S.A. and Canada. In Vancouver, for 
instance, an electrical by-law exists, which incorporates a 
comprehensive set of local rules, and the National Electrical 
Code of the National Board of Fire Underwriters, and these 
rules are strictly enforced by the city electrician, assisted by 
a competent staff of inspectors. Any infringement is punish- 
able by a fine not exceeding £20, at a miuayistrate’s court. 
jefore the wiring of any building can be started it is neces- 
sary to obtain a permit from the city electrician, and except 
on minor Jobs, a complete wiring plan has to be submitted to 
hun and passed, before a permit is granted. A blue print 
of each plan is filed for future reference. ,The cost of this 
scheme is largely met by the charge of a small fee for each 
light or motor, &c., installed, a sliding scale being arranged 
according to number. An additional fee is charged if reinspec- 
tion 18 necessary, When the work fails to comply with the 
rules, and no installation is connected without a certificate 
from the city electrician. The city is divided into three 
fire limits,” and the class of building construction, sanitary 
work, and electrical wiring is graded according to the“ fire 
lint" wherein the work is situated. The use of wooden 
casing for wiring has long been prohibited, and in the number 
one "' fire limit,’ where most of the valuable and most modern 
buildings are located, the use of the screwed steel conduit 
system alone is permitted for all electrical wiring. this being 
the only system that comes up to the requirements of modern 
fireproof buildings. I consider that it is in the best interests 
of the electrical Industry to standardise the quality of electrical 
Installations throughout the country, and with this end in 
view, suggest that a National Electrical Code be formulated 
by a body similar in character to the National Fire Protection 


Association of America, on which are represented all branches 


of the electrical industry in conjunction with the fire insurance 


companies. 
| P. Davis. 
Portsmouth. 


March 19th, 1921. 


An Electrostatic Phenomenon. 


Has any fellow reader encountered the following interesting 
The other evening. when handling a 6O-volt 
half-watt type motor headlight bulb, a strange bluish light was 
observed to flicker within the bulb, similar to a Geissler tube 
display. Doubtless this static discharge was induced by fric- 
tion between the dry palm of the hand and the glass bulb, 
but it is noteworthy that the effect was at its maximum 
when the movement of the bulb was almost imperceptible, 
more vigorous rubbing having failed to accentuate the effect. 
| F. Cooper. 

Wollaston. 

March 21st, 1921. 


The Direction of Rotation of A.C. Motors. 


Would any reader explain how to fell the direction of rota- 
tion of a three-phase slip ring motor, before switching in? 

Also what difference would it make in phase relation and 
running of motors if the direction of rotation of a three-phase 
alternator were reversed? 


Inquirer. 
March 17th, 1921. ee ae 


Mr. Luckiesh and the Sheringham Daylight. 


I hesitate to ask for your valuable space; but I feel it is 
necessary for me to clear up a misunderstanding pertaining 
to mv artificial daylight units and. the. Sheringham unit. T 
refer to Mr. Sheringham’s letter published in your issue of 
January 7th, 1921, p. 12. . l 

I beg to call Mr. Sheringham’s attention to the fact that 
T have not passed judgment on his invention, as he claims. 
Tf he will again refer to mv letter to the Electrical News, 
Toronto. published in the issue of November 15th, 1920, he 
will find that T did not condemn his unit at all. I merely 
wished to call attention to the fact that his method had been 
tried bv us long ago, and that we came to the conclusion. 
and still entertain the same opinion after eight vears of practi- 
cal experience with artificial davlight units that the principle 
of selective transmission is more practicable than the prin- 
ciple of selective reflection. There are less practical difficul- 
ties involved in making his unit. but the device is less 
desirable from a standpoint of permanency under all kinds of 
conditions. 

T do not wish to start a discussion on this point, but merely 
to state mv opinion that the glass filter will far antlast an 
unvitrified reflecting colour under severe conditions of applica- 
tion of such devices. T also wish to call Mr. Sheringham's 
attention to the fact that we made no claims as to originality 
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of principle, for the principle was known as soon as Newton 
discovered the spectrum, and this applies to the principle 
Khich he has adopted. If Mr. Sheringham had been well- 
informed he would have known that I have discussed many 
of the developments of others along this line in various pub- 
lications, and. that in my " Colour and Its Applications,” 
p. 227, I mention the unit. produced by Dufton and Gardner, 
notwithstanding the fact that the descriptions I read of this 
unit show that the colouring was due to cobalt, and therefore 
was not a good approximation to daylight, for cobalt alone 
cannot accomplish such a result. 

Furthermore, in the last paragraph of his letter he ap- 
parently attributes to me the statement that we have sold 
millions of colour-matching units. Again, if he had desired 
to be accurate he would have found in my original letter to 
the Electrical News, Toronto, that I made no such statement. 
Incidentally, T find on referring to the ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 
December 24th, 1920, p. 819, that the HEviEW was in error 
in quoting me. j 

To summarise, it appears to me that Mr. Sheringham has 
written either without being informed or has taken advantage 
of an error, which he should have known that I did not make, 
to upbraid me. I-do not wish to start another discussion on 
this matter, but merely to clear up the misunderstanding for 
which the ELECTRICAL, Review, and particularly Mr. Shering- 
ham, are responsible. We wish Mr. Sheringham all the suc- 
cess possible with his unit, but we feel that it has been given 
more attention than it deserves, considering that for quite a 
number of years we have had on the market a more permanent 
device which has involved manv difficulties in developing and 
producing that are not invoived in producing a unit after the 
principle of selective reflection. - 

M. Luckiesh, 
Director of Applicd Science. 

Nela Research Laboratory, . 

Cleveland. 
February 95th, 1921. 


[We regret that in our note of December 24th we inadver- 
tently applied the word * millions" to the colour-matching 
devices of Mr. Luckiesh instead of many thousands." The 
statement contained in his letter to the Electrical News is 
reproduced in full below :— 

For six or seven vears we have had on the market our 
so-called artificial North Skylight colour-matching unit, our 
Noon Sunlight unit, and our Mazda C-2 (daylight) lamp which 
is a compromise between artificial daylight and luminous 
efficiency, and is merely a large step toward noon sunlight. 
We have many thousands of the first two units installed 
throughout the country, and since we placed these on the 
market, The Artificial Daylighting Co. has brought out colour- 
matching units, and I understand has sold a great many of 
them. Our Mazda C-2 (daylight) lamp which meets the re- 
quirements in a great many cases gives a light approximating 
average davlight in quality, and is of sufficient. luminous 
intensity to be used for general lighting purposes. These have 
already been sold to such an extent that millions of them 
have been manufactured and installed.” 

It will be seen that the word '' millions " applies onlv to the 
“daylight lamp." We gather from Mr. Sheringham’s letter 
that he was aware of this, as he refers to lamps that do 
mot attempt to reproduce north sky light.” and we feel that 
he cannot be held responsible for the misunderstanding. Our 
interpretation of Mr. Luckiesh's original letter to our con- 
temporary is that it virtually condemns by implication the 
Sheringham davlight reflectors in the following passage :— 

„ do not wish to discuss the merits of this particular unit 
more than to state that I tried this method ont about eight 
years ago and abandoned it in favour of the straight-forward 
method of modifying the light by selective transmission.” 


—Eps. Exerc. Rev.] 


Wiring in Ferro-concrete Factories. 


I am astonished at the tone of the letter written on behalf 
of the St. Helens Cable & Rubber Co., Ltd., and published 
in your issue of the 18th inst., and venture to say that it is 
not one calculated to increase confidence. 

The remarks of “Inquirer” appear to be perfectly fair 
comment, and probably he was considering protection from 
fire rather than electrical or mechanical protection. 

I cannot see any necessity for proving such a conjecture in 
that case, and to insinuate that such a statement is libellous 
is absurd. 

With regard to the question of name and address, T know 
it is vour invariable practice not to publish letters without 
receiving these, and doubtless “Inquirer” would have no 
obiection to disclosing them to the firm. 

The opening of your columns (of which there have been 
recent examples) to the discussion of the merits or otherwise 
of trade products, though attended with some risk of un- 
pleasantness. seems to me to be of great value to all con- 
cerned, whether as makers or consumers. 

Bnt it is necessary that such discussion shonld be carried 
on fairly and courteously on all sides, when T am sure. the 
manufacturer will benefit as much as anvbodv. 

With regard to the merits of C.T.S., aMhoneh T have seen 
a fair amount of this used during the war. I have not had 
a long enough experience with it to be able to comment upon 


it, but should be very interested to hear from any of your 
readers who may care to relate their experiences as to its 
lasting properties, its suitability or otherwise for laying under- 
ground, for use outside exposed to sunlight and weather, 


and so forth. 
A. C. Purday. 
Croydon. 
March 19th, 1921. 


The Cost of Living in China. 


Knowing that you like to publish periodically the experience 
of engineers abroad, perhaps the following up-to-date figures 
on the cost of living in Shanghai will be of interest to those 
who contemplate coming out here. Although these figures 
are my actual costs, they truly represent the average for a 
man and his wife with no children, in à small house. The 
total expenses can be reduced by about 15 per cent. by living 
in a boarding house, but this should be avoided if possible, 
as it is far from comfortable. 

A young bachelor can live on about 350 taels a month if he 
stays at a boarding house or shares a house with two or 
three others, but should not accept less than 400 taels unless 
the firm assists him with a house allowance or provident fund. 

I have given detailed costs so that items may be added or 
cut out to suit the taste of the individual, but very few men 
out here will admit that any of them can be cut out, and 
most will think they are too moderate. 

An engineer should not be misled by the value of the tael or 
dollar, as this affects nothing but his savings, and these only 
if he intends to convert them into sterling. 

Taels per month. 


Rent of unfurnished house, 4 or 5 rooms 55.00 
House tax, 14 per cent. ... Dt yis HT 11.90 
Furniture (16 per cent. p.a. on cost) or hired 40.00 
Servants aa a ae e vis -— 35.00 
Electric light and water ... M m e 9.50 
(Groceries, provisions, &c. 69.00 
Coal (and ice in summer) i E sete 21.00 
Laundry Ms T ed UP Bi e 9.00 
Wines and spirits ... ae 8.00 
Ainusements FA a prd 19.00 
Cars, rickishas and tramcars . 18.00 
Clothing ae tox Ls an P s 55.00 
Medical attendance (for wife)... ane 8 7.00 
Club. subscriptions and chits i is 18.00 
Papers, tobacco, &c. ve tad s 775 7.00 
life insurance, £1,000 at 4.5 per cent. 45.00 
Savings (20 per cent. of salary) 115.00 

Total 576.00 


The exchange between taels and dollars does not vary much 
from 72 taels equals 100 dollars, so a salary in dollars should 
not be less than 5800 per month for the first year. 

The above figures are the averages for the last 12 months. 
during which, strenuous efforts have been made to reduce 
every item except the last. 

This item“ savings“ is almost invariably lost sight of bv 
employers when fixing salaries, and unless the firm in question 
runs a generous provident fund it is absolutely necessary to 
save at least a fifth of one's income to pay for the wife's 
passage home and out every three or four years, and other 
necessary holidays and contingencies. 

Six Years in the East. 

Shanghai. 

February 11th, 1921.7 


[We are grateful for this excellent statement. which wiil 
be of great value to many of our readers. By affording such 
information our correspondent has rendered a public service. 
Similar statements from other parts of China. East, West. 


and South Africa, Burmah. &e., would be welcomed.—Enps. 
EEC. REv.] 


Large Mercury Arc Rectifiers. 


At the informal meeting of the I. E. E. on the 14th inst., 
some questions were asked as to maintenance of rectifiers. 
Reference to such plants will be found in the following pub- 
heations :— 


Eleek Tech. Zeik, Science Abstrac!s. 


Vol. Page. Year. Vol. Page. Year. 
95 1164 1912 us 16B 82 191 
M 9053 1913 ae 

9M 1415 193 9 xa 17B 93 1914 
34 1479 1913 is -17B 94 1914 
38 88 1917 85 XHB 247 1917 
39 321 1918 is 218 410 1918 
39 414 1918 bs 29B 36 1919 


Electrician, Vol. 82, 589, 1919. 

Elec. Rly. Journal, Vol. 44, 1343, 1915. 

Elec. World, Vol. 60, 1157. 1919, and Vol. 62. 548. 1913. 
Elec. Review, Vol. 84, 191, 1919, Vol. 88, 217 and :, 

1921. 
Alec. B. Eason. 
London. 
March 14th, 1991. 


fa 
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Power Installations. 

The popularity of the electric drive is such a marked feature 
nowadays on account of its convenience, low cost, and adapt- 
ability to all classes of machinery that the exact calculation of 
the correct size of motor for each operation becomes a matter 
of importance, more particularly in connection with alter- 
nating-current systems where the question of power factor 
arises in its relation to the loading of the motors. I have so 
far failed to discover a text-book or hand-book which gives 
formule covering the calculation of horse-power applicable to 
drilling, planing and stamping machines, also printing presses, 
operated either by group or individual drive, und should feel 
grateful if any of your readers could furnish me with the title 
of such a book or books, giving also names and addresses of 
the publishers. 

I incline to the opinion that in many instances the low 
power factor obtainable on power installations is due in some 
measure to the guess-work methods employed in deciding the 
size of motor suitable for the job. 

Interested. 
Lead-covered Wiring. | 

I have carefully considered your reply to my inquiry, for 
which I thank you, and the subsequent communication from 
" Engineer Contractor.” 

My point is as follows:—A large firm of electrical con- 
tractors, who are supposed to be first-class engineers—not 
ylorified plumbers or ironmongers, mark you—wired up three 
lights for me. I had occasion recently to take up a floor board 
under which their wires ran. The spaces between the joists 
were full of chips and wood shavings. : What did I find? A 
perfectly fitted conduit system? No, Sir. Bare wires every- 
where except where they dived through the ceiling; then the 
conduit system commenced. 

Now, I ask you. what is your Contractors’ Association going 
to do to prevent this sort of thing? And this firm belongs to 
the Contractors’ Association. The stamp is on their notepaper. 

Bourgeois. 


[It is not always possible to prevent bad work, but it can 
be remedied. The proper course for Bourgeois," we take it, 
is to give the particulars and the name of the contractor to 
the Association, which will no doubt take up the matter. 


— — ʒ — — ——— ñ ũ0.ſ— 


With regard to the merits of the case, whether it was a 
serious neglect of duty or not depends upon the circumstances. 
The use of unprotected wires (not, of course, literally bare) 
under floors is not necessarily blameworthy.—Evs. Etec. REV. J 


— 


Your correspondent '' Bourgeois does not directly make 
a charge against lead-covered wiring, but he makes an in- 
sinuation which it would probably be difficult for him to 
substantiate. It is unfair and unreasonable for anyone to 
write to the technical Press that he has understood that 
the above-mentioned system is condemned." By whom is it 
condemned, qnd for what reason? I have had a lot of experi- 
ence of such systems, but I have never heard of the con- 
demnation. Little innuendoes have a habit of growing into 
big canards, and people who jump into print should be careful 
what they write. 

Talk about ' fires caused by an electric fuse " will never 
cease during the lifetime of anyone at present on this earth. 
That is because all people who have an electrical installation, 
and all people who write for the lay Press, never will all 
be electrical engineers. 

I caunot understand electrical people giving further pub- 
licity to this libel against electricity. Fires are always due 
to maliciousness or carelessness. "The method of providing 
the light is never the cause, but some human failure in the 
proper use of the method. Candle, oil, and gas lighting are 
probably each responsible for very many more hundreds of 
fires than electricity. Indeed, electricity 18 the safest method, 
providing least opportunity for the intervention of the defec- 
tive human element. And a good lead-covered or metal- 
covered system, if it is properly installed by an efficient wire. 
man under conditions laid down in the I.E.E. rules—as all 
systems should be—is just as safe as any other method of 
electrical installation. T, personally, know of several hundred 
installations on the Henley wiring system—a  metal-covered 
svstem—which have been in use many years, and I have never 
heard of one single case of fire in any of them. : 

Othello. 


London. 
March 19th, 1921. 


[Several letters have unavoidably been held over.—Ebs. 
Exec. REv.] 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.— JOHN VINCENT BELL, 21, 
North Bar Within, Beverley, East Riding, Yorkshire, electrical 
engineer.—The public examination of this debtor was fixed to be 
held on March 14th, at the Guildhall, Hull, but the investigation 
which was being made into: the debtor's affairs was not complete, 
and the examination was adjourned. 

Jonn Jones and JOHN RICHARD JONES, trading as J. Jones and 
Son, 7, Chapel Street, Penzauce, Cornwall, electrical engineers.— 
The first meeting of the creditors of the above was held recently 
at the Official Reoeiver's Office, Truro. Aoocording to the statement 
of affairs, the liabilities amounted to £1,078, against assets £776. 
Debtors attributed their position to serious illness of the senior 
partner, his wife, and daughter, pressure of creditors, and deprecia- 
tion of the value of stook. It was stated that they commenced 
business two years ago, but were not aware of the amount of 
capital they then possessed. The only books of account kept were 
aday-book and a ledger, and there were no accounts of receipts 
and payments. They became aware of their position a month 
before the receiving order was made. The separate estate of John 
Jones showed a surplus of £151, while that of John Richard Jones 
showed assets £10, and no liabilities. It was decided that Mr. W. C. 
Pezzack, accountant, of Penzance, should be appointed trustee of 
the estate, assisted by a committee of four of the creditors. 

E. A. Goopinas (Goodings & Son), motor and electrical 
engineer, The Grove, Watlington Street, Reading.— First meeting 
March 24th, at 14, Bedford Row, W.C.; public examination, April 
21st, at the Assize Courts, Reading. 

W. DRYSDALE. electrician, 24, Paxton Street, Barrow-in-Furness. 
—Lest day for proofs for dividend, March 31st. Trustee, Mr. H. 
Mossop, 4, Ramsden Square, Barrow-in-Furness. 

d. F. KIVERON. electrical engineer, Sheffield.— First and final 
dividend of 3s. 101d. in the £, payable at the Official Receiver's 
offica, Sheffield, on March 22d. 

Company Liquidations.— FLUORUNDUM FLAME CARBONS, 
LTD —Winding up voluntarily. Liquidator, Mr. F. N. Clarke, 4, 
Pavilion Buildings, Brighton. A meeting of creditors was called 
for March 22nd. 

Merrszy ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING Co., LrD.— Winding up 
voluntarily. Liquidator, Mr. T. L. Hanmer, 24, North John 
Street, Liverpool.—A meeting of creditors is called for March 29th, 


at Liverpool. Particulars of claims should be sent to the 
liquidator by April 15th. 


BASTIAN ELEOTRIO Co., LTD. — A petition for winding up 
has been presented to the High Oourt by Mr. W. F. N. May, of 
Bedruthen, Barnt Green, Worcester and Mr. A. E. Wall, of 
Baddesley House, Hatch End, Middlesex, and will be heard in 
London on April 13th. 

GRIMSBY ELECTRIC WELDING Co., LTD.—Winding up voluntarily. 
Liquidator, Mr. H. Blanchard, Humber Bank, Fish Docks, Grimsby, 


PORTABLE ELECTRICO MoTons, Lrp.—A petition for winding up 


has been presented to the High Court by Messrs. Electric Tools and 


Motors, Ltd., of 31-33, High Holborn, W. O., and will be heard in 
London on April 12th. 


Dissointions of Partnership.—Ti&RNEY, Woop & Co., 
electrical engineers, 484, Oldham Road, Failsworth, Manchester.— 
Messrs. F. S. Ormerod, J. Tierney, and J. Wood have dissolved 
partnership. Mr. J. Tierney and Mr. J. Wood will attend to debts 
aud continue the business. i 

RYELAND & FERGUSON, electrical engineers and contractors, 44, 
Weston Street, London Bridge, 8.E.—Mr. W. L. Ferguson and Mr. 
A. E. Ryeland have dissolved partnership. Mr. A. E. Ryeland will 
attend to debts and continue the business. 


Trade Announcements.—M kssns. J. B. SAUNDERS & Co., 
LTD , announce that on the expiration of the lease of their temporary 
offices they have returned to Westminster, and their address is 
now 11, Dacre Street, Westminster, S.W. 1. 

MR. ALFRED WHITE has removed from Empire Buildings to 4, 
Norfolk Street, Sunderland. 

THE CAMBRIDGE AND PAuL INSTRUMENT Co., LTD, of 
45, Groavenor Place, London, S.W. 1, has now opened two repair 
depóts. For the convenience of customers in Scotland and the 
North, a depot has been established at 12, Westgate Road, New- 
castle-on-Tyne. and for customers in the Midlands a depot at 
Empire House, Great Charles Street, Birmingham. 

Mr. S. P. MARSH, electrical engineer, of 63, Regent Street, 
Rugby, has disposed of his business to Mr. F. PRITCHARD, 
A. M. I. E E, A.M I.Mech.E., with whom he will, : however, continue 
for some months. l 

Mr. A. W. COWARD, of Mill Lane, Ohadwell Heath, Eerex, has 
entered into partnership with Mr. C. B. MAURICE, of " Berwick 
House," 139, Oxford Street, W., who will now trade under the name 
of Messrs. Maurice & Coward, at the same address. Telephone, 
“ Museum 3627." | 

THE GENERAL ELECTRIC Co., LTD., announces that. as from 
April 4th, ita registered office will be Magnet House, Kingsway, 
London, W.C. 2. : 


German Cable Industry.— The electric cable industry of 


Germany had a bad year during 1920. The goods sold abroad during 


the firat six months did not total as much ‘as 30 per cent. of 
the pre-war figure, says the Engineer, and during the last half- 
year they fell below 25 per cent. Sales in Germany oeased 
altogether. 


Inqulry.— The name and address of the makers of 
" Seecol" dimmers are asked for. Also makers of a lamp-testing 
wattmeter, 
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Catalogues and Lists, — Messrs. A. GALLENKAMP 
AND Co, LTD., 19-21, Sun Street, Finsbury Square, E.C. 2.— 
Catalogue No. 75, illustrating and describing a number of electric 
furnaces for temperatures up to 1,000 C. These are of the tube, 
mutts, and crucible types. Also Circular No. 207, which describes 
a furnace for carrying out the Lessing coking test of coal. Both 
publications are fully priced. 

SIMPLEX CONDUITS, LTD. Garrison Lane, Birmingham.— 
A beautifully-produced catalogue of Simplex lighting fixtures 
of many types. The illustrations show bowl fittings, brackets, 
pendants, hall lanterns, table lampe, switch plates, electric signs, 
&c. A price-list is included in the booklet. 

Messrs. W. T. HENLEYS TELEGRAPH WORKS Co. LTD., 
Engineering Department, Blomfield Street, London Wall, E.C. 2.— 
List U E 6, giving illustrations, prices, and full details of terminal 
boxes for outdoor work. The types shown include boxes for two, 
three, and four-core cables for voltages ranging from 660 to 20,000. 
Details of glands and jointing instructions are also given, 

Messrs. L. G. Hawkins & Co., 116, Charing Cross Road, 
W.. 2. — A poster announcing a special spring offer of 
'Universal" domestic electrical appliances. Also an illustrated 
folder, " Domestic Service Electrified," dealing with the same 
subject. 

HUNTALITE, LTD., 25, Newman Street, W.1.—A folder giving 
illustrations and prices of floor and table standards, in antique 
walnut, for electric lighting. 

WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC INTERNATIONAL Co., East Pittsburg, 
Pa., U.S.A.—An illustrated catalogue of electric toasters, radiators, 
irons, cookers, &c. 

Messrs. WATSON & Sons (ELECTRO-MEDICAL), LTD., Sunic 
House, 43, Parker Street, W.C. 2.—" Sunic Record " No. 13, giving 
some useful notes on radiographic work and curves plotted from 
results obtained with the firm's spark gaps, giving pressures in 
kilovolts for various gape; Bulletin 32 8, a price-list of duplitised 
X-ray films and dental films and accessories; also Folder 338, 
dealing with the improved ''Sunic " X-ray plate. 

THE GENERAL ELECTRIC Co., LTD., 61, Queen Victoria Street, 
E.C. 4.—Leaflet O.S. 2,465, advertising the Kingsway’ miners’ 
hand lamp, and giving illustrations and prioes of screwed and 
bayonet cap lamps for use with this. 

Also an illustrated catalogue giving particulars and reduced 
prices of Osram G. E. O.“ vacuum and gasfilled electric lamps. 
The list includes views of the lamp works. 

THE IMPERIAL ENGINEERING Co., 61, Darlington Street, 
Wolverhampton.—An illustrated and priced leaflet, advertising the 
Imperial 440-watt electric toaster, with flex and adapter. 

Messrs. FRASER & GLass, Assembly Works, Middle Lane. 
Hornsey, N. 8. — Two illustrated leaflets (Lists Nos. 1 and 2) 
showing examples of steel chains for balancing and driving. 

THE ELECTRICAL APPARATUS Co, LTD., Vauxhall Works, 
South Lambeth Road, S.W. 8.—Leaflet H 41/5, a well-illustrated 
price-list of ironclad switches, draw-out pillars, and switchboards, 
giving full details and specifications. 

METROPOLITAN-VICKERS ELECTRICAL Co., LTD., 20, Brazen- 
nose Street, Manchester.—Leaflet No. 379/]1 —1, giving descriptions 
and details of three-phase transformers for rotary converters ; 


No, 379/1—3, illustrations of three-phase transformers for rotary 


converters ; and No. 711/11 A, illustrating and describing trans- 
formers for use in collieries. 

Messrs, MELDRUMS, LTD., Timperley, near Manchester.—T wo 
leafleta illustrated in colour—one showing the “ Meldrum " 
forced-draught furnace applied to a Lancashire boiler, and the 
other depicting the " Meldrum” mechanical stoker with moving 
grate and forced draught. 

PoPES ELECTRIC LAMP Co. LTD., Elasta House, 5, Arthur 
Street, W.C. 2.—Leaflet C.L, 1, illustrating and describing Elasta- 
lite " 20-watt candle lamps, Fully priced. 

THE EDISON SWAN ELECTRIC Co., LTD., Ponders End, Middlesex. 
List No, PP 213, an illustrated catalogue giving very full par- 
ticulars, and also prices, of petrol-electric lighting and pumping 
sets of capacities ranging from 3 to 13 kW. Batteries and 
switchboards are also illustrated and described. 

HART ACCUMULATOR Co., LTD., Marshgate Lane, Stratford, 
E.C. 15. Catalogue for 1921. The list gives illustrations of all 
types of accumulators (with prices), and each section is indicated 
on a thumb index for easy reference ; it is bound in stiff covers. 


For Sale.—The Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway Co. 
has for disposal one Yates and Thom compound vertical engine, 
direct-coupled to a 750-kW Dick, Kerr generator. 

Wigan Corporation Electricity Department has for sale a 
Thompson patent straight water-tube boiler (vertical type). 

Elland Urban District Council, consequent on purchasing elec- 
trical energy in bulk, has for disposal the contents of its electricity 
station. 

Messrs. Eadon & Lockwood will sell by auction, on April 19th and 
following days, at Chilwell, Notts., electrical plant, machinery, &oc. 

By direction of the Disposal Board, Messrs. Fuller, Horsey, Sons 
and Cassell will sell by auction, on April 20th, at Greenwich, 
surplus electrical plant, including a 14-kW wireless transmitting 
and receiving set, generating sets, &c, For full particulars see our 
alvertisement pages to-day. 


Social Events.— The annual dinner of the Torquay Elec- 
tricity Supply Department took place at the Royal Hotel, on 
March 12th, Mr. H. F. G. Woods, the borough electrical engineer 
and manager, presiding. A musical evening followed, the programme 
being provided by various members of the staff. 

A dinner was held at the Connaught Rooms, on March 8th, at 
which the executive, management, and depot superintendents of 
the Edison Swan Electric Co., Ltd., were present, The chair was 


taken by Mr. C. Jermyn Ford, the chairman of the company, sup- 
ported by Major Eustace Quilter and Mr. E. A. Gimingham, 
directors, and amongst the visitora were Messrs. R. C. Lanphier and 
S. B. Rogers, the former being the vice-president of the Sangamo 
Electric Co., U.S.A., whilst the latter is the European manager of 
the Sangamo Co., a concern closely asiociated with the Edison Swan 
Electric Co., Ltd., who are the sole Sangamo agents for Great 
Britain and the Colonies. During the evening the toast of The 
Chairman " was proposed by the commercial manager, Mr. C. 
Horace Cox. The Depot Superintendents” was proposed by Mr. 
J. W. Elliott, joint sales manager, and this was replied to by Mr. 
J. Taylor (Glasgow), and Mr. A. McDonald (Dublin). The 
Visitors,” proposed by Mr. E. A. Gimingham was responded to by 
both Mr. Lanphier and Mr. Rogers. A musical programme was 
provided by the Misses Violet Holt and Barbara Laughton, Messrs. 
George Tinney, A. P. Ambler and E. H. Miller; the last of these 
sang an Ediswan Topical Song. 


How American Merchants are Cutting Down Expenses. 
—Valuable information as to how merchants of the country are 
cutting down their expenses to meet the present slump in business 
is being received by the Domestic Distribution Department of the 
Cha nber of Commerce of the United States. More than 15,600 
letters of inquiry were sent out to wholesalers, jobbers, commission 
merchants, and retailers, asking them certain questions regarding 
their present overhead expenses, and what they are doing to reduce 
them, Already a multitude of replies has been received at the 
headquarters of the National Chamber, and in almost every case 
the merchant is reducing his operating expenses so that he can 
meet the pressure of the public for lower prices. Most of the 
answers report that workmen are more efficient than they were this 
time last year, when there was plenty of work to be had. Some 
firms have eliminated pay for overtime, while others have reduced 
salaries. ‘ We are weeding out the drones and keeping our efficient 
workmen,” is a typical statement. In this connection one man 
stated that he had cut down his force 44 per cent., and that his 
production had increased 25 per cent. Originally, he employed 25 
men. When the firat depresaion in business affected him, he cut 
down his force to 22, and his output remained the same. He 
reduced his force a second time to 14 men, and his production 
went up 25 per cent. At the same time, he reported a wage reduc- 
tion of 30 per cent. Some firms replied that tuey were not reducing 
the wages of their old employés, but that they were hiring new 
men for less money. Others said they would not reduce wages 
until the cost of living dropped appreciably. '" We are reducing 
the amount of our bonuses by 50 per cent., and we are cutting 
down our commissions on sales,” is quite a common reply. This is 
the way in which one merchant explained the manner in which he 
handled his wage problem when the present business depression 
set in :—‘‘ We called our men together, and laid our cards on the 
table. We had nothing to withhold. We told them that we could 
not continue to do business with the present wage scale unless 
they became more efficient. By increasing their efficiency they 
made it possible for us to reduce our prices.” Everywhere the 
replies indicate that there is a tightening of credit, without any 
general reduction of volume. New accounts are being more closely 
scrutinised, and bills are reaching the hands of collectors a little 
sooner- than when business was brisk. The replies are about evenly 
divided on the question — Have you reduced your advertising 
space?” A number of merchants report a reduction, while some 
say they are more careful in their advertising. A large number 
of merchants report that they have increased their advertising 
appropriations. They point out that advertising is a means of 
sales promotion, which should be pushed at this time especially. 
These answers are being collected in digest form by the National 
Chamber for the purpose of disseminating this information to 
business men.— Rewter's Trade Service (Washington, March 7th). 


Water Power in Peru,—The Commercial Secretary to 
H M. Lezation at Lima (Mr. F. W. Manners) has forwarded to the 
Department of Overseas Trade a translation of a projected Bill 
recently presented by vhe Finanoe Minister to the Peruvian Con- 
gress concerning the nationalisation of water power in the 
Republic of Peru. Under this Bill all water-power conces:ions 
will be granted under the provisions of the Mining Code by the 
authorities therein appointed. The translation may be seen by 


United Kingdom firms interested at the Inquiry Room of the 


Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 


German Companies’ Working Agreement.—At a general 
meeting of the Allgemeine Elektricitäts-Gesellschaft, the president 
Herr Rathenau, proposed & scheme of closer union with the Linke- 
Hoffmann works, and an increase of capital. 

On the side of the A.E G. the object of union is, briefly, to avoid 
contraction of the activities of their vast repair sheds in favour of 
new construction, by attaching themselves to a locomotive concern 
which disposes also of important partly-finished articles of manu- 
facture, On the other side, the Linke-Hoffmann works are 
anxious for the union, because they foresee that the electric- 
locomotive business will gradually increase in importanoe. and 
needs for this purpose close connection with a large electrical 
concern.— The Times. 


Uaemployment Benefit Figures.—Some very instructive 
figures regarding the coat to the State of maintaining the un- 
employed are given in a written answer by Mr. Macnamara to Sir 
W. de Frece. From January lst to March 11th there was paid out 
in unemployment benetit £5.300,000, and in out-of-work donation 
£2,900.000. Since November grants for roads to the extent of 
£3,000,000 have been paid. An equal sum has been paid by way 
of loan. The Unemployment Grants Committee has sanctioned 
£764,545 since January ist. Productive work has been found for 
about 100,000 men,—.Morning Lost, 
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To Finish in Germany.—It is announced in the Finnish 
Press that arrangements are being made to send some 10 young 
engineering studente, who have completed their course in the 
Technical High School at Helsingfors, to Germany, in order that 
they may make themselves familiar with the latest developments in 
the big industrial establishments of that country. Each student is 
to stay about a year in Germany, and the firms of Siemens and 
Halske and Voigt's turbine factory are mentioned as those to 
which the students will be attached. A sum of 100,000 marks is 
provided in the budget for defraying the initial expenses of the 


scheme. 


Book Notices. — The Metropolitan-Vickers Gazette.“ 


Vol. VI, No. 95. February, 1921. (23 pp.). —This issue contains 


the usual interesting well-illustrated artioles, including Electrical 
Equipment of Oil Wells" “Works Testing Devices, and a 
description of a new workmen's canteen at the Trafford Park 
Works. | | 

"Journal of the Institution of Electrical Engineers." Vol. 
> London : E. & F. N. Spon. 
Price 10s. 6d.—This issue contains the following papera :—‘ The 
Distribution of Electricity," by Mr. W. B. Woodhouse ; “Some 
Economic Aspects of e.h.p. Distribution by Underground Cable,” 
by Mr. R. O. Kapp; the Twelfth Kelvin Lecture ‘‘ Electrons,” by 
Sir W. Bragg, F.R.S.; “A Precise Form of the Kelvin Electro- 
statio Voltmeter,” by Mr. E. H. Rayner ; "The Whitened Cube as 
& Precision Ivtegrating Photometer," by Mr. H. Buckley ; and 
“Range of Wireless Stations," by Captain R. C. Trench. 

Scientific Paper No. 408 of the U.S. Bureau of Standards, 
Effect of the Rate of Cooling on the Magnetic and other Propertjes 
of an Annealed Eutectoid Carbon Steel" (14 pp). Washington: 
Government Printing Office. Price 5 cents.—This is a record of 
experiments carried out on six specimens of steel which were 
heated to 800° C., and allowed to cool at various rates. The 
following properties were then measured :—Normal induction for 
ordinary and large magnetising forces, residual induction, coercive 
force, resistivity and Shore scleroscope hardness. 

Fuel Research Board. Technical Paper, No. I. The Assay of 
Coal for Carbonisation Purposes: a New Laboratory Method." .By 
Thomas Gray, D.Sc., Ph.D., and James D. King, F. I. C., A. R. T. C. 
London: H. M. Stationery Office. Price 6d. (by post 7d.).— The 
Fuel Research Board has begun the issue of a series of special papers 
and reports which will be known as Technical Papers of the Fuel 
Research Board. These papers will be prepared from time to time 
on the resulta of the work carried out at H. M. fuel research stat ion 
or elsewhere, and will, it is thought, be valuable to all who are 
concerned with fuel problems. The present report. the first of the 
series, describes the development of a method of coal assay in 
which by direct weighing and measurement the yields of gas, oil, 
water and carbonaceous residue resulting from the carbonisation 
of coal at different temperatures can be quickly and accurately 
determined. The experimental results given in the paper show 
that the method supplies valuable information which cannot be 
obtained directly from the ordinary laboratory methods hitherto 
used in the testing of coal. Tables and graphs illustrating the 
experimental work are incorporated in the report. 

“Engineering as a Career. By Percival Marshall, A. Inst. M. E., 
and Alfred W. Marshall, M. Inst. M. E., A. M I. E. E. (56 pp.) London: 
Percival Marshall & Co. Price 9d. net.— This is the second edition 
of & very useful little guide for those seeking an entrance to the 
engineering professions. Mechanical engineering is dealt with at 
a greater length than other branches, as the authors state that it 
offers the largest field for employment, and is really the basis of 
nearly all engineering work." A list of the principal engineering 
colleges and technical schools is included. 

British Standard Specification, No. 91—1921, " Electric Cable 
Soldering Sockets (for cables from 0'0018 to 1:000 sq. in. sectional 
area). London: Crosby Lockwood & Son (forthe B.E.S.A.). Price 
ls. net. This specification includes definitions and clauses relating 
to the material and dimensions of cast and wrought lug sockets, 
clamp sockets and their clamps. Attention is directed to the care 


which should be taken to ensure that the cable fits the hole in the 


socket, so that the current will not have to traverse an undue 
amount of older. i 

Also No. 139—1921. “Red Fir Wood Poles for Telegraph and 
Telephone Lines." Price 1s. net. This specification deals with 
light, medium and stout poles of lengths varying from 16 to 85 ft. 
A section dealing with creosoting is included. 

„Welfare Work." Vol. II, No. 15. March, 1921.— This issue 
gives details of a workmen's compensation scheme in force at the 
Bournville works of Messrs. Cadbury Bros., and articles on Pro- 
gress in China,’ and " The Science of Industrial Management." 

“Science Abstracts A and B," Vol. XXIV, part 2, February 28th, 
1921, also index to Vol. XXIII (A and B). London: E. and F. N. 
Spop, Ltd. Price 28. 6d. each net. 

“ Radiographic Technique." By T. Thorne Baker. Pp. xii + 
196. 62 fige. London: Constable & Co. Price 158. 

“ Electrical Installation Work (including Electric Wiremen's 
Work)" ByJ.H.Havelock. Pp. viii + 366 ; figs. 120. London: 
Croeby Lockwood & Son. Price 158. net. 

Lehrgang der Schaltungsschemata Elektrischer Starkstroim- 
Anlagen." By Prof. J. Teichmüller. Munich: R. Oldenbourg. 
Price 68 marks. : 

" Year-Book of Wireless Telegraphy and Telephony for 1921." 


. London: Wireless Press, Ltd. Price 21s. 


"Opportunities in Engineering." By C. M. Horton. Pp. 90. 
London: University of London Press, Ltd. Price 3s. 6d. net. 

" Freileitungsbam Orts netzbau. By F. Kapper. Munich: R. 
Oldenbourg. Price 65 marks. 


Demand for Machinery in India. — Machinery for brass 
and iron foundry work, and for sanitary, mechanical, and electrical 
engineering, is in great demand.—/tew/er's Trade Service 
(Bombay ). 


A Standard Customs Declaration Form.— The question 
of a standard Customs declaration form for use throughout the 
British Empire, which was fully considered by the Federation of 
British Industries in 1918, has again been brought into prominence 
by the deliberations of the Empire Customs Conference. 

The Executive Committee at ita meeting on March 9th sanctioned 
the appointment of a Committee of representatives of the industries 
most likely to be affected to consider further action on the part of 
the Federstion. The Committee consista of representatives of the 
B.E.A.M.A., the National Federation of Iron and Steel Manu- 
facturers, the British Engineers’ Association, the Association of 
British Motor and Allied Manufacturers, the Wall Paper Manu- 
facturers' Association, and Messrs. Lennox B. Lee, A. K. Davies, 
E. R. Firth, George Garnett, W. V. Collier, Harry Allcock, Thomas 
Bolton, L. J. E. Hooper, P. H. Lockhart, E. H. Matthew, Frank 
Moore, R. M. Bewick, A. E. Jacob, W. B. Pickering, F. B. 
Nathan, and R. A. Pilkington. 

On the recommendation of this Committee a letter has now been 
addressed to the Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas 
Trade, drawing attention to the careful consideration devoted by 
the Federation to the question of evolving a standard Certificate of 
Origin and Value, and suggesting the desirability of a joint 
meeting between representatives of the Conference and the 
Federation, to discuss both this point and other questions of 
importance to Industry, such as treatment of commerc‘al travellers, 
samples, &c., which it is understood the Conference proposes to 
investigate, A draft form of standard certificate approved by the 
Committee was submitted together with the letter.—F.B.I. Bulletin. 


Electricity and Paper-making.—A correspondent of 7% 
Times Trade Supplement says electrical engineers have been con- 
sidering the large scope for enterprise that is presented to them 
owing to what they regard as the backwardness of our paper- 
making interests in the use of electricity. Statistical information 
prepared by the paper-makers' organisation is quoted to show that 
out of 500 paper-making equipments in the United Kingdom, only 
21 have adopted electrification. As the British paper-making 
industry in some sections is faced with the necessity for less con- 
servatism in its attitude toward modernisation as a means for 
securing efficiency and economy, it is not surprising that electrical 
installation engineers and manufacturersare looking in this direction 
for a fair amount of work before long. 


Standardisation of Government and Municipal Contracts. 
—The Executive Committee of the Federation of British Industries, 
at its meeting on March 9th, considered a recommendation from 
the De-Controlled Associations Committee that a Committee, repre- 
sentative of all important industries affected, should be set up to 
investigate the possibility of securing the adoption of a standard 
type of Government and municipal contract and form of tender ; 
and to inquire and report as to whether any conditions were 
imposed (including special conditions referring to particular goods), 
which were unnecessarily onerous, and, consequently, detrimental 
to the advancement of trade. 

It was moved by Sir John Mansell, and unanimously resolved, 
that the recommendation be adopted, and that representatives of 
the following industries be asked to serve on the Committee of 
Inquiry :—Electrical engineers, general engineers, machine tool 
trades, tube manufacturers, wire rope makers, tanners, brush manu- 
facturers. ‘cable makers, iron and steel manufacturers, cement 
manufacturers, paper makers, shipbuilders, woollen and worsted 
trades, builders, aircraft manufacturers, master printers, boot 
makers, motor manufacturers, wagon builders, explosives trade, 
food manufacturers, oil and fat producers, and two representatives 
of the de-controlled associations, 

The Committee was empowered to approach directly, and to hold 
meetings or interviews with, representatives of any Government 
department and municipalities, particularly the Admiralty, the 
War Ottice, the Air Board, the India Office, the Crown Agents for 
the Colonies, and the Ministries of Transport, Health, and Labour, 
F. B. I. Bullet in. 


Trade with Russla.— The Board of Trade (Licensing 
Section) announces that licences are no longer required for the 
export to Russia of any goods other than goods, the export of 
which is prohibited except under licence to all foreign countries. 


Spanish Commercial Treaties.—The Spanish Govern- 
ment has decided to exténd the commercial treaties lapeing on 20th 
inst. until the new Customs tariff comes into effect. — Rewer's Trade 
Service (Madrid). 


Patent Applicatlon.— Ravul Frere has applied for 
restoration of Patent 23,018, of 1913, for “ Improvements in means 
for automatically controlling the supply of air to boiler furnaces.” 


A New Norwegian Electrical Association. — The 
Department of Overseas Trade is informed by the Commercial 
Secretary to H.M. Legation at Christiania that at a meeting recently 
held in Christiania by Norwegian factories and workshops 
capitalised with Norwegian money for the purpose of producing 
Norwegian electro-technical products, it was decided to form the 
National Association of Electro- Technical Industries (Landsforening 
vor Electro-teknisk Industri) with the object of protecting the 
common interests of its members and of working to consolidate the 
position of the electro-technical industry. 
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LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Aberdare.— YEAR’s WonkiNG.—The accounts of the 
electricity department for the year ended March 31st, 1920, show 
a total revenue of £11,089, as compared with £8,204 in the previous 
period. Working costa amounted to £6,927, as against £5,020, 
leaving a gross profit of £4,162 (£3,184). The net result was a 
profit of £570, comparing favourably with a deficit of £92 in the 
previous year. The number of unita sold increased from 1,208,960 
to 1,374,254. An interesting item in the revenue account of the 
destructor department is the sale of steam to the value of £1,285 
to the electricity department. 


Aberdeen. —P&oPosgD EXxTENSIONS.—AÀt a meeting of 
the Electricity Committee a scheme for extending the electricity 
works, at a cost of £210,000, was considered, and it was decided to 
place the sche ne before the Electricity Commissioners. 


Arbroath.—Psroprosep Price INCREASE.— The Arbroath 
Electric Light and Power Co., Ltd., has applied to the Minis- 
try of Transport for an order under the Electric Lighting Act 
(1899) to modify the existing statutory powers under the Arbroath 
Electric Lighting Order. The Ministry has been asked to approve 
of an increase in the present rates. 


Belper and District.—ExrENsION oF SuPPLY.—The 
Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire Electric Power Co. is applying 
to the Electricity Commissioners for powers to generate and supply 
electricity within the urban districts of Belper and Heage. 


Burton-on-Trent.— EXTENSIONS.— The Town Council 
has approved the recommendations of the Electricity Committee 
with regard to plant extensions, It is proposed to purchase some 
second-hand plant from the Nottingham Corporation at a cost of 
£10,500 ; this with the necessa:y auxiliaries and arrangements for 
erection is estimated to cost about £33,500. 


Camberley. — Exxctaiciry  SuPPLY.— The Yorktown 
and Blackwater Gas Co. has completed negotiations with the War 
Office for a supply of electricity in bulk from the power station at 
Aldershot ; it proposes to supply electricity for lighting at 
8d. per unit, and for power at from 41d. to 5d. 


Carmarthes.—PricE INcREASE DEFERRED.—The Car- 
marthen Electric Light Co. recently applied to the Corporation for 
an 80 per cent. increase in the public lighting charge, and a sub- 
committee of the Corporation, having heard a deputation from the 
company, recommended an increase of 50 percent. Ata Council 
meeting the matter was referred back for further consideration, 
the proposer alleging that the recommendation was carried by 
the votes of members who were shareholders of the company. 


Chichester.— PROPOSRED PuRCHASR OF UNDERTAKING.— 
At a recent meeting of the City Council, the Mayor stated he had 
received a letter from the Eleotrio Light Co. offering its under- 
taking to the Council at a price to b3 agre»d upon by arbitration, 
or as an alternative the Council could make an offer to the com- 
pany. A Sub-Committee appointed to deal with the matter, 
recommends that the Council offer the sum of £12,500, subject to 
the settlement of all outstanding claims upon the undertaking. It 
is also recommended that sanction be sought to a loan of £14,500 
to cover the purchase price and the coat of putting some of the 
plant into proper working order. 


Continental.—SwITZERLAND.—O wing to the protracted 
drought, hydro-electric undertakings have been unable to keep up 
their output ; this is having a detrimental effect upon the railways, 
agriculture and other industries which are now dependent upon an 
adequate supply of electricity. Rain has fallen this week. 


CzecHo-SLOVAKIA.—Activity is being displayed in the formation 
of new electrical undertakings in the new kingdom of Czecho- 
Slovakia. Afterthe launching of the Middle Moravian company, have 
followed an East and a West Moravian company, each with its 
separate district to serve. Now,the fourth and the last to be 
established is the North Moravian, with the object of electrifying 
Northern Moravia and the parts of Silesia on the border. The new 
company beara the name of Nordmäh rische Elektricitäts Aktien 
Gesellschaft," and possesses a capital of 4,020,000 kronen. To the 
capital of the concern the State, the Province, and the communes 
affected contribute to the extent of 60 per cent., private capitalists 
to 35 per cent., and officials, workmen, and others, to 5 per cent. 

The supply of electricity to the towns, rural districts, and 
industries of Western Bohemia, was a burning question before the 
war, and led to many but fruitless representations aud negotiations 
with the former Governmental departments at Vienna. With the 
new order of things, the matter has been taken up by the Elek- 
tricitäta Verband der Nördlichen Bohmerwaldbezirke, representa- 
tive of district deputies, provincial bodies, communes, and other 
consumers, and the queation seeking solution now is either the 
erection of a distribution network for the whole province with a 
single generating station worked by water alone, of which an ample 
quantity is available, or by heat in some form, or by a combination 
of the two systems, In favour of the last is the fact that reaort 
must probably be had to heat reserve plant in the drier p2riods of 
the year, and that big works like the Skoda Co.'s works in the 
Pilsen coalfields and other works have large heat plants already 
available; bat the decision depends upon the cost, and to 
serve the needs of the small as well as the larger consumers, 
choice must be made of that system entailing the least prime 
cost, So far as the peculiar circumstances of West Bohemia are 


concerned, the question is evidently very complex, and the result 
of the general deliberation wil) be awaited with interest. 

The Moravian Provincial Commission has decided, after thorough 
examination, on the development of the water power of the river 
Thaya. The building of two dams and a weir, with a hydro- 
electric station at Znaim, was approved; 80,000 000 kWh yearly is 
expected to be the output of these works, which, with two 
additional weirs, cannot be completed under several years. Before 
the war, Swiss capitalists were interested in this scheme. 


Dublin.—W ATER POWER PossiBILITIES.— Iu its report 
upon the possibilities of utilising the water power of the Liffey 
for the generation of electricity, the Corporation Electricity Oom- 
mittee points out the difficulties placed in the way of the electricity 
undertaking by the fuel shortage, and considers that from many 
poi ats of view the harnessing of the Liffey would be of enormous 
advantage to the city. It is stated that when the question was firat 
dealt with, it was considered that with coal at 10s. a ton, it would 
pay to undertake a water-power scheme with a maximum capital 
cost of £50 per h.p. developed. Now that coal costs 50s. per ton, 
that figure can be fixed at £200 per h.p. The report states :— 

" Even if the water power were to oost more than the steam 
power, it would be well worth considering, as it would remove, to 
a large extent, the menace of a coal shortage. This, however, does 
not appear to be the case, and it seems quite probsble that the 
water power will prove the cheaper. It is estimated that the Liffey 
development scheme would not cost much more than £100 per h.p. 
In other words, the power from the Liffey water-power works 
would cost little more than half as much as an equal amount of 
power from the Pigeon House works. In estimating ultimate costa it 
must be remembered that the capital costs already incurred by 
establishing the steam-power stations must continue to be carried 
until the capital expenditure has been paid off. Even when these 
costs have been taken into account, the water-power proposition 
would appear to have much to be said for it from the financial 
point of view. .  . 

"If water power were substituted for steam power for the 
generation of electricity for the supply of the present Dub. in con- 
sumers, the result would be a saving of some 50,C00 tons of coal 
per annum. This coal at 50s. per ton would cost £125.000 per 
annum, and this sum capitalised would amount to over 11 million 
pounds sterling. It will thus be seen that very large capital 
expenditure would be justified for the purpose of developing the 
Liffey water power.” 


Dnndee.— ELECTRICITY SuPPLY Discussion.—The Cor 
poration's electricity problems were discussed at great length at a 
special meeting of the Town Council. Prof. Gibson was in atten- 
dance, and was thanked for the assiatance he had given the Council 
in compiling reports on various schemes. The convener of the 
Electricity Committee declared that they must dismiss from their 
minds any idea of the city's exploiting hydro-electric power on its 
own acoount. It was decided to curtail the proposals previously 
passed to extend the steam generating plant, and to confer farther 
with the Grampian Co. with a view of getting a favourable offer. 


Edinburgh. — New Svus-station. — The Corporation 
Electricity Committee recommends that tenders be accepted for 
the erection of & sub-station in the Cowgate, which is estimated to 
coat £10,000. 


Galashiels. —PROPOSED PURCHASE OF UNDERTAKING.— 
The Town Council is in communication with the Galashiels and 
District Electric Supply Co., Ltd., with regard to the propoeed 
acquisition by the town of the company’s undertaking. The com- 
pany considers it is premature to enter into negotiations. 


Gold Coast.—ELTOrRIOrrr SuPPLY Deraits.—The 
administration report of the Gold Coast Railways for the year 
1919, just to hand, states that throughout that period the eleo- 
tricity supply to locomotive workshops and running sheds, 
Government offices, and for public and private lighting, had been 
maintained without interruption of service. and there was a 
marked increase in the quantity of electricity generated and 
supplied over the previous year's working. Private consumers’ 
lighting lo id increased considerably, and more than 400 additional 
lighting points were installed. 


Halstead.— POSITION oF SUPPLY SoHEME.—The Esser 
County Standard states that only about £1,009 of the £8,000 
required for the carrying out of the Halstead electricity supply 
scheme has been subscribed. 


Hereford. —EXTENSION or SuPPLY.—The Corporation is 
applying tothe Electricity Commissioners for a special order authoris- 
ing the Council to extend its area of supply of electricity, 80 as to 
include therein the urban districts of Bromyard and Kington, the 
rural districts of Bredwardine, Bromya:d, Dore, Hereford, Kington, 
Leominster, Ross, Weobley, Whitchurch, Wigmore, and parts of 
the urben district of Ross, and the rural district of Ledbury, the 
extension and amendment of the Hereford Electric Lighting Act, 
1898, supply of electricity in bulk, construction and erection of 
overhead wires, and further powers with regard to revenue and 
reserve fund, 


Klrkcaldy.— NEED FoR EXTENSIONS.—The Corporation 
is in a difficulty so far as the future of the electricity undertaking 
is conoerned. There is a desire to retain the undertaking rather 
than dispose of it to the Fife Power Co., but, believing the time 
premature to consider any scheme for a national power station in 
Fife, the only alternative would seem to be that of temporarily 
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extending the present generating station, at a cost of £70,000, and 
erecting & new power station later. The Corporation electrical 
engineer reports that there is no room on the existing site for further 


steam plant extensions to meet the needs of the town. He considers © 


that a steam-turbine power station on a new site has become 
inevitable, and advises the purchase of two 750-b.h.p. land Diesel 
engines, with alternators, to be placed in a temporary building 
alongside of the existing station. 


Littleborongh.— ELECTRICITY rok New Houses.—After 
considering the question of the supply of electricity to the housing 
site, the Tramways and Electricity Committee has recommended 
that the engineer submit revised estimates for the laying of cables 
to Hare Hill Mill, and thence to the housing site, for distribution 
cables thereon, the wiring of the houses, and for street lighting; also 
that application be made for borrowing powers, and that tendera be 
obtained for wiring the houses. 


Mytholmroyd.—Mains ExTENSIONS.—The Urban Dis- 
trict Council has given permission to the Yorkshire Electric Power 
Co. to lay more mains in the district, and also to proceed with the 
erection of an overhead cable from Mytholmroyd to Acre Mill. 


Navan.— ELECTRIC LIGHTING Scueme.—Ata meeting of 
the Urban Council, the Irish Commissioners of Public Works 
intimated, in reply to an application for a loan of £10,000 for an 
electric lighting scheme, that such loans were not now granted by 


the Commissioners. After discussion, it was decided to apply to 


the Munster and Leinster Bank for a loan of £10,000, repayable in 
20 years. 


Newport. — COOLING-WATER INVESTIGATIONS. — The 


Newport Harbour Board has given ite sanction to a scheme put 
forward by the electrical engineer of the borough of Newport for 
the establishment of a single-unit pumping station for the 


purpose of making investigations to asoertain if the use of the 


river-water for oondenser-oooling purposes is practicable. 


Runcorn.—Pow£R Co.’s SUPPLY TO ELLESMERE PORT. 
—The Mersey Power Co. has notified the Mersey Conservancy that 
it is about to lay cables in the bed of the River Weaver, near 
Weston Marsh Lock, for the purpose of conveying electrical energy 
from the Percival Lane power station of the company at Runcorn 
to Ellesmere Port. Five cables are proposed in all—three power 
cables and two telephone eables. The cables will be paper insulated, 
lead sheathed and double wire armoured. They will be laidina 
dredged trench in the bed of-the river on a solid clay foundation. 
No interference with tidal waters is anticipated. 


Ryde (Isle of Wight).—Minimum CHARGE Protast.— 
The Town Council has decided to support the action of the 
Sandown Urban District Council in urging the Ministry of Trans- 

to modify the order authorising the Isle of Wight Electric 
Tight Co. to make a minimum charge of 508. on the basis of a 
yearly consumption, instead of a charge based on a quarterly con- 
sumption, as at present. 


Sevenoaks.—PROPOSED Price INCREASRB.— The Elec- 
tricity Co. has applied for an order to charge ls, per unit 
for electricity, with quarterly minimum payments of 158. in the 
winter, and 10s. in the summer. 


Sonthampton.— PROPOSED PRICE INCREASE.—In a 
report to the Borough Council, upon the steps necessary to reduce 
an expected deficit of about £10,000 in the next financial year, the 
engineer states that re-organisation should be carefully considered 
in the first place. Next, he thinksthat the prices charged for elec- 
tricity for heating are too low, and suggests increases which would 
bring in an additional revenue of 86,286. A small increase in 
revenue could be effected by charging rentals for the power and 
heating meters. He states that he is very reluctant to recommend 
any farther increase in lighting charges, although the Corporation's 
rates are probably the lowest on the South Coast. A special meeting 
of the Electricity Committee is to consider the report, 


Senthend.—INsPEcTion or SEcoND-HAND PLANT.—At 
a meeting of the Blectricity and Light Railways Committee, the 
electrical engineer reported that the Rotherham Corporation had 
laid down a new generating station and was disposing of a 
quantity of valuable plant from the station which had been closed, 
including four 30,000-lb. Niclausse boilers which had been in use 
for a period of two years, and which, if in suitable condition, could 
be utilised in connection with the new extension scheme, thus 
enabling a considerable saving to be effected. It was resolved that 
the chairman, Councillor Butterfield, and the electrical engineer 
attend at Rotherham for the purpose of inspecting the boilers and 
other plant which might be considered suitable for use in con- 


neotion with the Southend scheme. 


SrREET LiGaTING.—The Electricity Committee reports that it 
has had before it the question of reverting to the full pre-war 
standard of lighting in the streete of the borough, and has directed 
the engineer to submit & report upon the matter to the next 
meeting of the Committee. Particulars were submitted as to the 
charges for illumination with arc lampe, and in view of the high 
cost of this method of lighting, it wa :decided to obtain an 
estimate from the electrical engineer of the cost per lamp of 
fitting and lighting gasfilled lamps on the eristing arc lamp 
standards. The electrical engineer was also requested to inform 
the Committee at its next meeting when he would be in a 
position to supply electricity to the electric street lamps (other 
than aro lamps) at the pre-war standard of street lighting. 


OFFER OF BULK SuPPLY.—The Town Council having received 
an offer for a future supply of electricity in bulk from the County 
of London E. S. Co., has replied that it will be willing to consider 
carefully any proposals put before it, and asks for particulars as tq 
price, &u. 

Stafford.— SEPARATE COMMITTEES  RECOMMENDED.— 
The Gas and Eleotricity Committee recommends that, owing to the 
eize and importance of the two undertakings, the existing Com- 
mittee should control the gas undertaking, while electrical 
matters should bs» dealt with by a separate Electricity Committee. 


Swansea, —SUPPLY TO AMMAN VALLEY.—At a meeting 
of the Electricity Committee, with reference to the supply of elec- 
tricity to the Amman Valley, the town clerk stated that he had 
heard from Mr, W. A. Chamen, the general manager of the South 
Wales Electrical Power Distribution Co., who suggested that if the 
Corporation desired to supply electricity over a large part of the 
company's area to the north of Swansea, including the Pontardawe 
area, an agreement might be arrived at for the transfer of some of 
the company's powers, and that he had asked Mr. Chamen to state 
the conditions (if any) to which the company would require the 
Corporation to agree. The town clerk also reported upon the 
position with regard to the completion of the agreements and the 
necessary formalities as to notices, &c., in connection with the 
supply. The town clerk was instructed to take all the neoessary 
steps to complete the matter, so that the supply might be given on 
the appointed day. 


Torquay.—ExTENSION8 SCHEME DRFERRED.—The new 
electricity scheme, including the provision of a new generating 
station, has been put in abeyance for the present. It is considered 
that, having regard to the present financial position of the borough 
and the unsatisfactory condition of the money market, an expendi- 
ture of six figures could not be borne. It is hoped that the present 
works can be adapted to requirements for some years to come. An 
independent consultant is to be asked to advise the Electric 
Lighting Committee on the matter at the expiration of a month. 


Torrington (Devon). —ELECTRICITY SUPPLY REQUIRED. 
—The Town Council has made arrangements for the promoter of 
the electric light scheme at Bideford to meet the Council on the 
subj«ct for providing electricity for the town. 


Truro.—TRANSFER OF Powers REFUSED.—The town 
cle:k has been instructed to reply to a letter from the Electricity 
Commissioners that having interviewed Mesers. Herd & Smith, Ltd., 
the Corporation is not prepared to transfer its electrico lighting 
powers to that company. 

United States,—WATER Power Conogssrons.—The 
Federal Power Commission has granted the application of the 
Bouthern California Edison Co. for & 200,000-h.p. hydroeleotric 


development on the San Joaquin River, Cal., part of a $100,000,000 


project: contemplated by the company. The commission has also 
granted a 50-year licence to the Niagara Falls Power Oo. to use 
19,500 cb. ft. a second of the 20,000 cb. ft. of water permitted by a 
treaty with Canada to be diverted from the Niagara River above 
Niagara Falls. The commission has also approved an application by 
Mr. Henry Ford for a power development project at Troy on the 
Hudson River to cost $2,500,000 as the power source for a projected 
motor factory, involving  $7,500,000.— Reuter's Trade Service 
(Washington). 

Wallasey,.—Cavsz or Dzriorr.—Instead of providing 
£8,500, the Wallasey electricity undertaking has finished the year 
with a loss of £7,000. This result is due to the extra consumption 
of fuel owing to the breakdown of two turbines in May! and June 
last. Inorderto maintain thesupply to the tramways and industrial 
undertakings, the supply was kept going, but with excessively 
high working costa. Since the repairs have been carried out, the 
fuel consumption has fallen from 5'5 Ib. to 3'42 lb. per kWh. The 
defloiency on the year is carried forward, and although an increase 
of 4d. per unit is proposed, it is anticipated that a surplus of 
£5,900 will be achieved in 1921-1922. 


Wigston Magoa and District. —ExTENSION or SUPPLY. 
—The Midland Electric Corporation for Power Distribution is 
applying to the Electricity Commissioners for powers to generate 
and supply electricity within the urban district of Wigston Magna, 
&o., the parish of Bedworth, &., and Bulkington, Atherstone, and 
district, &c. 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Aberdare,— YEAR'S WoRKING.—The accounts of the 
tramway department, which combine the accounts of the tramways 
aud omnibuses, for the year ended March 3lat, 1920, show a total 
revenue of £30,162, as compared with £26,820 for 1918-19. 
Working expenses amounted to £25,486, as against £18.003, 
leaving a gross profit of £4,677, to which the tramways contributed 
£4,922, while the 'buses incurred a loss of £245. The net result 
wasa profit of £149; the net profit of the previous year was 
£2,598. 

Birmingham.— REPORT oN  ELECTRIO VRHIULES. — 
Some interesting figures are contained in a recent report by the 
superintendent of the Salvage Department to the Council. The 
report says there are now 32 electric vehicles engaged in the 
collection of refuse, and the work has been facilitated to a ver 
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great extent. Whereas two horsed vehicles and four men are only 
able to attend to 1,692 houses per week, one electric vehicle, with 
the same number of men, visita 2,116 houses per week. The cost 
of the horaed vehicles works out at 3'22d. per house per visit, while 
the equivalent cost of the electric vehicles is 2:94d., a saving of 
'28d., or about £125 per annum for each electric vehicle. It is 
estimated that apart from this saving, each electric vehicle saves 
. at least another £125 on account of its releasing two horsed 
wagons for the inner areas where the work of collection is easier. 


Blackpool.—Success or System.—It is interesting to 
note that from 1593 up to the present date, the tramways 
have contributed £132,197 to the relief of the rates. Blackpool 
was the pioneer town in electric tramcars in the country. In 
. 1884 a syndicate laid a length of 2 miles along the Promenade, 
worked by electricity, and the service was opened with the late 
Mr. J. Lancaster as manager. The lease expired in 1892, and the 
Corporation took over the undertaking. At that time Plymouth 
and Huddersfield were the only towns working their own tram- 
ways. The first year at Blackpool resulted in a net loss of £603, 
but there has not been a loss since then. The average net profit 
for the last 28 years has been over £9,600 a year. 


Bradford.—Repvucrion or Services.—The short-time 
being worked in the local textile trades has caused the Tramways 
Committee to reduce materially the early morning car service on 
several of the city routes, and this cutting down is being extended 
to other routes. 


Brighton.— TEMUPORA RT FARE REDUCTIONS.— Owing to 
a considerable falling-off in the number of passengers carried since 
the introduction of higher fares, the Corporation has decided to 
revert to ld. fares for three months as an experiment. It is stated 
that the extra revenue is not as large as had been anticipated, 
amounting to only £12,000. 


Fife.—CHaARGED TRAMCAR HANDRAIL.— While a tramcar 
was proceeding along the High Street, at Cowdenbeath, Fife, a 
man coming down the stair from the top of the car was seen to be 
in distress. The car was brought to a standstill, and it was found 
that the stair-rail of the car was charged with electricity. After 
great difficulty, the pole was taken off and the man was released in 
an unconscious state. He was removed to hospital. 


Glasgow. — SUBWAY ELECTRIC TRAINS  PROPOSED.— 
Authority was given .by the shareholders to the directors of the 
Glasgow Subway Railway Co. recently to close the line tem- 
porarily to traffic whenever that appeared to be in the interests of 
the company. In the past year revenue fell short of expenditure 
by £15,327. A shareholder raised the question of running trains 
with electrical accumulators. The chairman said this was possible, 
but it was a question they could not face on account of cost. 


Ipswich.—ADpPITIONAL ELECTRIC VEHICLES.—Owing to 
the great saving effected by the substitution of twoelectric vehicles 
for nine horses and carts, thereby reducing the cost of refuse 
collection from 188. 3d. to 1 18. 4d. per ton, the Town Council has 
decided to apply for permission to purchase two additional 34-ton 
electric vehicles at a cost not exceeding £1,7E0 each. 


London.—TRaFFic REGULATION BILL PosTPONED.—In 
rep'y to a question put to him in the House of Commons, on 
March 21st, Sir Eric Geddes (Minister of Transport) said that the 
report of the Select Committee on London Traffic had been care- 
fully considered, but the proposal to set up a London County 
Transport Authority was a highly contentious one. In addition 
to this, in view of the general need of economy in Imperial and 
local expenditure, it was not desirable to proceed with the Bill at 
present. 

"LiNKING-UP" RECOMMENDED.—With the object of expediting 
tramway traffic along the Embankment, the London County 
Council is recommended to institute further "circular routes," 
linking up certain services and so reducing the number of cars 
turned on the Embankment. The new connections to be provided 
under the scheme include Forest Hill and Embankment cid 
Brcckley and New Cross, Southcroft Road and Embankment, 
Norwood and Embankment, and Peckham Rye and Embankment, 
Direct tramway communication will be afforded between Catford 
and the Embankment,— Morning Post. 

AUGMENTED SERVICES.—On and after March 30th, the London 
United Tramways will increase ita tramway service between 
Shepherd's Bush and Hanwell during the morning and evening 
busy hours. In place of the present four-minute interval, the 
tervice will be increased to run at three-minutes' intervale. and will 
operate thus between 7 a.m. and 9.30 a.m. and between 4.45 p.m. and 
7 p.m. from Shepherd's Bush.— Zinancial Times. 


London Electric Railways.—EXTENSION oF TrwE.— 
The Minister of Transport has extended the time until August, 
1922, of the London Electric Railway Act, 1913, for the construc- 
tion of worka, &c. 


Newcastle. — PRoPosED RAILWAY ELECTRIFICATION.— 
The Newcastle-upon-Tyne Electric Supply Co. announces that 
negotiations are proceeding with the North-Eastern Railway Co. 
for the electrification of a portion of the main line, 


Portsmouth.— REDUCTION OF NERVICES.— In an endeavour 
to reduce the working costs, in view of the serious deficit incurred 
since the introduction of higher faree, the Corporation has decided 
to substitute a aix-minute service for the existing five-minute 
service. In order that the whole of the present staff may be retained 
shorter hours are to be worked by the men; the average loss to 

ach is 98. per week. 


South Yorkshire —Tramway ScHEME.—Àn inquiry by 
the Ministry of Tranaport is to be held into a joint scheme of the 


. Urban District Councils of Wombwell, Wath-on-Dearne, Bolton- 


on-Dearne, and Thurnscoe to construct 16 miles of tramwsy 
between Barnsley and Mexborough, at an estimated cost of 
£300,000. What is being asked for is confirmation and certain 
extensions 'of the original Dearne District Light Railway Order, 
1915, the operation of which was postponed on account of the war. 


Sunderland.—TRAMwAY AND RATES.—AÀt a meeting of 
the Town Council, Councillor G. S. Lawson, speaking on the esti- 
mates, proposed that the item of £5,000 from the tramways in 
relief of rates— which the Committee is unable to provide next 
year—be restored. He said this sum was really the rent of the 
street, and ought to be paid, no matter what went without. If the 
tramways were leased to & private company, they would have got 
more from them than the Corporation had got from running 
the tramways, without risking any of the ratepayers’ money. 
Replying, Alderman New, chairman of the Committee, pointed out 
that the contributions to reserve and renewals fund for several 
years had been considerably less than the amounts they had taken 
out. The tramways had paid altogether 4 70, 000 in relief of rates, 
£65,000 in rates, and £37,000 in renewal of track to the Highways 
Committee. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Argentina. NEW WIRELESS Sration.—The Goverr- 
ment has granted a concession to the General Wirelees Telegraph 
Co., of Paris, to construct on the Argentine coast a wireless tele- 
graph and telephone station to communicate with France and 
other European countries, Ths company, it is stated, expects to 
establish telephonic connection between Paria and Buenos Aires 
by a system of continuous waves, The duration of the concession 
is for 30 years; it authorises the company to carry on experiments 
in long-distance wireless telephony, and if at the end of three years 
the experiments are considered by the Argentine Government to be 
satisfactory, the concession will be extended to permit commercial 
exploitation of wireless telephone as well as telegraph communica- 
tion. Three sets of plant are to be erected, and the station will be 
of 800-kW capacity.—Jteuter's Trade Service (Buenos Aires). 


Germany.— TELEPHONE SERvICE.—In a lecture, delivered 
last October, before the Reichsbund deutacher Technik (German 
Technical Union), Dr. Bredow outlined the financial position of the 
German telegraph and telephone service (2,000 million marks de ficit 
in 1920), and suggested remedies for improving the position. The 
gist of the lecture as reported by the Reichsbundes deutscher 
Technik is that the large deficit is due to the extraordinary rise in 
the cost of materials and labour; the prices for iron wire have 
increased 3,000 per cent.; for copper wire 1,200 per cent.; for 
underground cable, 2,000 per oent.; cable aud flexible for internal 
connections, 3,000 to 4,000 per cent. ; and telephones, 2,000 to 3 000 
per cent. Both systems are at present strained to their highest 
possible capacity. and extensions must be undertaken at once. 
Prior to the war, the cost of a telephone line in Berlin was Mk. 800, 
and is now Mk. 11,000, while the cost of working and maintaining 
a line has increased tenfold. Although the telephone fees have 
increased to about four times the pre-war rates, further drastic 
alterations are contemplated ; the unlimited service rate will be 
abolished, and a tariff introduced based on the number of calls 
made the subscriber having the greatest number of calls paying the 
highest fees. The cost of installing the telephone has already been 
increased. and increased revenue is expected from that direction. 
owing to the large number of prospective subscribers. A oom- 
pulsory loan is also contemplated, and it is expected that as the 
result of this and other measures to be taken, the financial eituation 
will improve in time ; but it will be many years before the services 
reach their pre-war level of efficiency.—7eehnical Review. 


Ireland.—TELEPHONE SERVICE.—It was reported on 
March 16th that the telephone wires in different parts of Ireland 
were cut on an extensive scale. Early on the 16th inst. Belfast 


. was isolated from many parts of the country, and as a number of 


linesmen and mechanics were leaving the Central Exchange in 
Dublin they were held up by armed men, who took from them all 
their equipment. This sort of thing has been taking place 
periodically for some time paat. 


Railway Telegraplis,—M AINTENANCE.— It is stated that 
the railway companies maintain on behalf of the Post Office 
61,500 miles of telegraph and telephone wires, and that in respect 
of their maintenance £63,000 per annum is paid. 


Switzerland. — NEW WIRELESS STATION.— Marconi’s 
Wireless Telegraph Co. has been authorised by the Swiss Federal 
Government to construct a wireless telegraph station for operation 
over a period of 25 years by a Swiss company. The station, wh/ch 
is to be erected near Berne, about 1,800 ft. above sea level, will 
employ & Marconi valve continuous-wave transmitter of 25 kW 
capacity, the aerial being carried on two towers, each 300 ft. high. 
Up-to-date apparatus for high-speed automatic working will also 
be employed. The new station, which will afford special facilities 
for Press traffic, besides conducting a commercial telegraphic 
service with England and other European countries, will be ready 
for use by journalists attending the second session of the Assembly 
of the League of Nations in September next. It will be reealled 
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that in November last Marconi engineers erected at Geneva, in the 
record time of nine days, a temporary station which materially 
assisted the international journalists MICE the first. Assembly 
of the League. 


United States. — TELEPHONE RATE INCREASES. — 
The New York Telephone Co. is to increase its rates by 28 per 
cent. as from April lat. In asking authorisation for this increase, the 
company argued that the payment of inoreased salaries and other 
additional, expenses, amounting to $11,000,000, had made the 
step neoessary.— Heuter's Trade Service (New York). 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The date given in parentheses at the end of the paragraph indicates 
the issue of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW in which the " Official 
Notice’ appeared.) 


OPEN. 


Australia,.—MkL5oURNE.—April 27th. Victorian Rail- 
way Commissioners, Spencer Street. Caustic soda primary cells, 
complete (Contract No. 33,914).* 

May 2nd. Victorian Railway Commissioners. Twelve miles of 
015 aq. in. two-core, lead-sheathed, wire-armoured, 2,200-V cable.“ 

June 22nd. Victorian Railways. One electric lifting magnet 
(capacity 4 ton), one 440-V motor generator. 

June 29th. Supply of 1-ton platform type industrial storage 
battery trucks, also battery charging equipment.—Reuter’s Trade 
Service (Melbourne). 


Morwell Power Scheme. The Electricity Commissioners of vie- 


toria have made certain alterations, alternatives with additions, 
to the specifications which will necessitate tenderers cabling any 
consequent amendments of their tenders before March 31st. 
(March 18th.) 


Bedford.—March 31st. Electricity Department.  Elec- 
tricity meters, h.p. and l.p. cables, for 12 months, (March 18th.) 


Belfast.—April 25th. Electricity Department.  E.h.p. 
and l.p. switchgear. (March 18th.) 


Belgium. — April 6th. The Société Nationale des 
Chemins de Fer Vicinaux, 14, Rue de la Science, Brussels. Laying 
of the underground armoured cables required in connection with 
the supply of electricity to the lines in the Louvain section. Parti- 
culars can be obtained for 3 francs from the Services Electriques, 
48, Rae Montoyer, Brussels, 

April 11th. The municipal authorities of Schaerbeek, Brussels. 
Supply of a quantity of electric cable. Particulars can be obtained 
from the Service d'Electricité, Hotel Communale, Schaerbeek. 


Jugo-Slavla.— May Ist. The Serb, Croat, and Slovene 
Ministry of Public Works. Erection of & power-station, main 
conductors and transforming stations in connection with an 
electrical scheme at Kostolac for the supply of energy to Belgrade, 
Semlin, & C.“ 

The Commercial Secretary to H. M. Legation at Belgrade reports 
that a prominent business man and proprietor of flour mills in 
Serbia is contemplating the installation of a complete electric 
lighting and power station, and is asking for tenders for the 
necessary plant, which includes one steam engine of 150-h.p., 
generators, &., for power for 4,0C0 to 5,000 lamps (about 90-kW), 
and overhead cables and conductors for 60 kilometres of circuits 
(to provide lighting for about 1,400 houses). The name and address 
of the inquirer may be obtained by United Kingdom firms intereated, 
on application to the Department of Overseas Trade in London. 


. Canary Islands.—April 7th. The Cabildo Insular de 
Teneriffe, at Teneriffe, Canary Islands. For the establishment of a 
telephone service between Santa Cruz de Teneriffe and Guimar. 


Cardiff.—April 11th. Welsh National Memorial Assc- 
ciation. Electrio lighting plant for the Glan Ely Sanatorium. 
Two 20-kW internal-combustion engine-driven generator sets, 
battery charging booster, switchboard, battery of accumulators. 
(See this issue.) 


East Ham.—April 2nd. Electricity Department. L. p. 
paper-insulated, lead-covered, armoured concentric cable, with 
neceseary joint boxes, &c.; also two c.i lighting feeder pillars. 
(March 18th.) 


France.—April 5th. The French State Railway authori- 
ties, 43, Rue de Rome, Paris. Supply of four 8-ton electric travelling 
cranes for the new railway workshops at Sotteville-Quatre-Mares, 
Rens. Particulars may be obtained from the Services Electriques 
(lat Division) at the above address. 

April Ist. The French Post and Telegraph authorities at 24, 
Rue Bertrand, Paris. For the supply of two accumulator charging 
boards and four sets of current converters for use in connection 
with the charging of accumulators. 


Glasgow.—April 2nd. Corporation Electricity Depart- 
ment. Works required in connection with erection of sub-station 
in Buchanan Street. Corporation Engineer. 


London.—H.M. Office of Works. April 18th. 


Supply 
ef electrical labour-in-day work in the Leeds district, 


(March 18th.) 


L. C. O. April 18th. 5,500 tons of standard steel girder tramway 
track rails, lipleas track rails and renewable guard rails with 
fastenings, Chief Engineer, County Hall, Spring Gardens, S. W. I. 


Manchester.—April 7th. Electricity Committee. High- 
pressure steam and water valves; high-pressure steam and water 
pipes, steam receivers, &o.; weighbridges and automatic coal- 


MT aue machines; electric and hand-operated cranes. (March 
llth. 
South Africa.—PRETORIA.—May 10tb. Municipality. 


Switchgear. Tenders, marked “ Electric Light and Power Depart- 
ment, 1920 Extensions, Contract No. 5,” to Deputy Town Clerk, 
Municipal Offices, Pretoria, on May 10th. Deposit, five guineas. 
Further particulars may be obtained from the general manager of 
the Electric Light and Power Department, or from the consulting 
engineer, Mr. G. M. Clark, 40-42, Meischkel's Buildings, Johan- 
nesburg. 

JOHANNESBURG. — June 22nd. South African Railways and 
Harbours. Electrification of Capetown and Simonstown and 
Durban-Maritzburg lines ; Capetown and Simonstown lines : Over- 
head equipment of permanent way and overhead transmission line, 
switchgear and accessories, and trackbonds ; Durben-Pietermari!z- 
burg line: Overhead equipment of permanent way, overhead 
transmission line, switchgear and accessories, and trackbonds. 
(See this issue.) 


Wimbledon. — March 29th, Electricity Department. 
Annual contracts for cables and conduits, joint boxes and jointing 
materials, transformers, meters, &c., lubricating oils. (March 11th.) 


Worksop.—April 6th. Electricity Committee. E.h.p. 
and Lp. cables ; e.h.p. and l.p. switchgear ; transformers ; 500-kW 
rotary or motor converter, (March 11th.) 

* A oopy of the specification, &c., can be consulted at the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, S. W. I. 


CLOSED. 


London.—^T. PANCRAS. — Borough Council Electricity 
Committee :— 


Fitting travelling grate stoker to two Babcock & Wilcox boilers at the 
King's Road station, £2,898. 


Six switchboard panels at Regent's PME station. 


E. F. Moy, Ltd. recommended. „ £310 
Northcote, Heaver & Co. , a T. X M ET 819 
W. White & Co. : RE ES be Pa i 845 
Park Royal Engineering Works, Lud. - i is i a 815 
Collins Electrical Co., Ltd. " - ms pa sid 875 
Bertram Thomas " m m - is Mm Vs 453 
Bwitchgear & Cowans, Ltd. sen tae i ja us z 458 
Ferguson, Pailin & Co. js s . 478 


8 


Steel stanchions, framework, and extension of platform 
support these proposed new panels. 
Measures Bros., Ltd. (recommended) .. .. .. 276 


Rotherham.— Housing Committee. Accepted :— 


Electric lighting installation—100 housea in the Doncaster Road echeme.— 
Lilleker Bros. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Edinburgh Electrical Society.—Friday, March 25th. At the Ph philos! 
Institute. At 8 p.m. Paper on “Automatic Telephones," by . W. 
Leithead. 

Manchester Association of Engineers. — Saturday, March 26th. A$ the 
Memorial Hall, Albert Square. At 7 p.m. Annual general meeting. Paper 
on Fire Extinguishment by Mechanical and Other Means, including 
Sprinkler Installations," by Mr. J. T. Clarke. 

Institute of Marine Engineers.—Tuesday, March 29th. At the Institute, 
The Minories. At 6.90 p.m. Presidential address by Lord Weir. 
Junior Ine tation of Engineers.—Friday, April ist. At 89, Victoria Street, 
S.W. 7.80 p.m. Paper on Pneumatio Conveyors," by Mr. M, 

jennings 

Manchester Wireless 1 Ist. At the Manchester Col - 
lege of Technology. p.m cture on "Direction Finding, by 
Mr. J. Hollingworth. 

Institution of Production Engineers. Saturday, April 2nd. At 3 and 4, 
Tudor Street, E.C. At 6 p.m. General meeting to approve articles of 
association and by-laws. 


NOTES. 


Commercial Motor Parade,—The annual parade of 
commercial motor vehicles, organised by the Commeroial Motor 
Users’ Association, will take place at Lincoln's Inn Fields, on 
April 2nd. 


An Automatic Train Indicator.—We are informed that- 
Messrs. Indicators, Ltd., have fitted one of the trains on the Great 
Northern and City section of the Metropolitan Railway (Finsbury 
Park to Moorgate Street) with progressive station indicators. 
These electrical devices, which, it will be remembered, were 
described on page 60 of our issue of January 9th, 1920, intimate to 
the travelling public the progress of the train, showing auto- 
matically the next stop, all stops, non-stop stations, and so on. 
The indicator keeps up to date at each station; it is fitted in the 
roof of the car, and can be seen from any part of the corridor 
coaches, 
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Fatalities.— Four men were fatally gassed at the electric 
power station of the United Alkali Co., at Widnes, on March 15th. 
Coal is mechanically conveyed into the furnaces, and the reaulting 
ashes and olinkers are also mechanically removed into a large 
cylinder, and thence into wagons placed at the bottom. During 
the afternoon a passage in a large cyclinder, through which the 
ashes go, became blocked, and two men, Russell and Worth, entered 
the cylinder to try and remove the stoppage. As they did not 
return, two others, Hallwood and Saunders, also went down. All 
were gassed, and several would-be rescuers who entered the cylinder 
were driven out by gas. A workman, protected with a gas-mask, 
afterwards recovered the four bodies.— The Times. 


Educational,—BoRouaH POLYTECHNIC IN&TITUTE.— 
On Saturday last the annual exhibition of studenta' work was held ; 
it included demonstrations in the departments of engineering and 
electrotechnics, aud exhibita of the work of pupils in the technical 
day school and evening classes, 

CARDIFF TECHNICAL COLLEGE.— The Committee has received a 
cheque for £18,000 as a donation from Sir, William Smith, Mr. 
Frederick Jones, and othera interested in the shipping industry, to 
the Nautical Instruction Department of the College.—77e Times. 


Third Annual Re-Union of the. Ex-British Westing- 
house Association.— Annual dinners of Old Boys’ and similar 
associations frequently become stereotyped, and, therefore, boring, 
finally fizzling out altogether. The annual re-union of Ex-British 
Westinghouse men will be a long time reaching this stage, 
judging by last Friday'a third gathering at the Holborn Restaurant, 
London, under the chairmanship of Mr. M. M. Gillespie. The idea 
of re-union has always been prominently before the Committee, 
and the hon. secretary, Mr. L. S. Richardson, and this year the 
company of about 150 was “ departmentalised at separate tables, 
seating about eight or ten, appropriately labelled :—Upper dining 
room, G. Aisle, K. Aisle, G. Copper, A. Punch, Brass Foundry, 
Transformer Test, Pattern Shop, Paint Shop, Iron Foundry, 
Dipping Shop, Dynamo Test, Boiler House, and B. Aisle. This 
plan was a huge success, and each member had his corresponding 
clock oard ; neither ordinary nor overtime was paid, because every- 
thing was at piece rates, including the toast-list. The latter 
included “ The Association." proposed by Mr. J. S. Peck, and replied 
to by the chairman, and Mr. J. Turnbull (still bearded); " The 
Chairman," humorously presented by Mr. R. G. Mercer (who forgot 
the show was morning dress); and ‘Absent Friends and Old 
Associates," by Mr. G. Layton. Major O. P. L. Hoskyns called on 
the company for the Silent Toast to the Memory of Ex-B. W. Men." 

The items in the musical programme by Mr, A. P. Ambler, Mr. Val 
Wood, and Mr. H. S. Aspinall and Mies Muriel Macgregor, were 
just sufficient not to interfere with the renewal of old friendships. 
The members also had opportunity to exhibit their vocal powers in 
the opening and closing chorales ; the latter to the tune of John 
Brown's Body." : 

During the avening the opportunity was taken to make a presenta- 
tion to the hon. secretary and re-union agitator, Mr. L. S. Richardson, 
for the valuable services he has rendered in assisting in the form- 
ation of the Association and organising the first three functions. 
The gifts were an after-dinner coffee set with silver spoons, a gold 
watch-fob, and a gold bracelet watch for Mra. Richardson. Mr. 
Aspinall introduced the subject in a speech of appreciation and 
thanks, and Mr. Gillespie made the presentation in a particularly 
happy manner. Mr. Richardson, in reply, mentioned from experi- 
ence how little incidents often made great impressions, and that it 
was undoubtedly that esprit de corps, from the managing director 
downwards, which existed in the old days, that made it always a 


pleasure and privilege to assist in keeping fresh old B.W. friendships. . 


The souvenir programme was in great demand, and no further 
copies are now available. Ex-B.W. men are reminded that new 
names and over-due "subs." (without which the good work of the 
Association cannot go on), should be sent to the Hon. Sec., Mr. L. 8. 
Richardson, 14, Sydney Road, Richmond, Surrey. 


Rain-Making Agalu.— According to a Reuter message 
in the Manchester Guardian, the United States Government is now 
in the rain-making busineas, Experiments conducted by the 
Air Service under the War Department, prove that precipitation 
can be brought about by electrostatic influences, an aeroplane 
serving as the medium to persuade the clouds to release their 
moisture. It is atated that showers have already been precipitated 
in secret trials, and ex perimeats on a large scale are to be con- 
ducted this month. 


Appointments Vacant.— Assistant electrical engineer 
(Rs. 400 to Rs. 600 per mensem), for the Madras and Southern 
Mahratta Railway ; charge engineer, for the Bootle Corporation 
Electricity Works; engineer-in-charge and assistant mains en- 
gineer for the Hammersmith Borough Council Electricity Depart- 
ment. See our advertisement pages to-day. 


Electrotechnical Meetings in Germany.—The second 
" Electric Week is to be held this year in Essen from May 29th 
toJune 2nd. This institution, by which all the great electro- 
technical unions and associations of Germany—to the number of 
]2—hold their meetings together under the direction of the 
Verband Deutscher Elektrotechniker. took place last year for the 
first time in Hanover, where it met with general approval. A 
special attraction for all the circles interested in the re-establishment 
and development of the technical industries is the holding in Essen 
of a three-weeks exhibition of electrotechnical products. The 
exhibition will, in the firat place, set forth the basis on which, up 
to the present, the development of electrotechnics has moved; it 
will also display the progress made in the electrotechnical world 
for the general good. 


INSTITUTION NOTES. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers.—NonBTH-WESTERN CENTRE. 
—A popular lecture on Developments in Wireless Telegraphy and 
Telephony will he delivered by Prof. E. W. Marchant, D.Sc. 
M.I E.E., on April 6th, 1921, at the Municipal College of Technology, 
Manchester. Prof. Marchant hopes to arrange demonstrations of 
wireless telegraphy and telephony, and his lecture ahould be of 
particular interest. The lecture will ba open to the public, but to 
ensure members and their friénds obtaining seats. tickets will 
be issued on application, which must be made not later than 
March 30th. l 

INFORMAL MEETING.—At the meeting of the Informal Section, 
on the l4th inst., with Mr. A. B. Eason in the chair, a discussion 
was opened by Mr. R. L. Morrison on “ Mercury Arc Rectifiers.” 
and was thoroughly successful. The opener was furnished with 
eome good photographs of rectifiers in service, and with excellent 
charts and drawings, including a full-scale one of a 900-amp. con- 
verter. He explained the function and construction of the 
rectifier, and claimed superiority for the mercury arc rectifler, 
chiefly because of ita high power factor, and saving in floor space 
and weight, also because it was noiseless, vibrationlees, stationary, 
and required no heavy foundations. 

There followed a keen and animated discussion. Mr. G. A 
Juhlin thought the simplicity of the apparatus was bound to 
occasion its adoption and development, but disputed tbat rotary 
converters were at a disadvantage. He asked for information re- 
garding possible interferences with telephones due to the ripples 
and harmonics. Mr. W. E. Rogera, Mr. W. E. Bradshaw, Major B. 
Grierson, Mr. P. Kemp, and 13 other speakers (Meesra. C. A. Newell, 
E. W. Moss, A. G. Hilling, W. H. J. Holloway, J. Aylmer, W. L. 
Wreford, M. R. Gardner, A. B. Eason, F. Pooley, H. M. Sayers, 
H. Cooch, E. W. Webb, and G. A. Cheetham) followed. The general 
trend of the discussion was very critical, and Mr. F. Pooley, who 
spoke late in the evening, urged that antipathy to the novelty of 
the apparatus was hardly constructive. Nevertheless, some usefal 
ideas were mooted, and the evening wss extremely interesting. 

Mr. Morrison, in his reply, was able to point to extensive instal- 
lations of the rectifiers. and though he agreed that the experience 
of them was only of a few years’ duration, the makers were able to 
declare that the renewals and maintenance charges were nezligible. 
With regard to telephone disturbances, n> data were available, bat 
no complaints were known of. Research and developments were 
proceeding, and at an early date it was anticipated that any dc. 
ripple wou'd be entirely eliminated. 

A full description of the rectifier. by Mr. Morrison, was published 
in our issues of February 18th and 25th. 


Institution of Production Engineers.—A general meeting of 
the Institution wil! be held on April 2nd, at 6 p.m., at 2 and 4, Tudor 
Street, London, E.C. 4, when the articles of association and by-laws, 
which have been drafted by the Provisional Committee, will be 
submitted for the approval of the meeting. All interested, and 
particularly prospective members, are invited to attend, and to 
signify their intention of being present to the Hon. Secretary, Mr. 
A. T. Davey, 6, St. James's Square, Holland Park, Kensington, 
W. 11, in order that the neoessa-y arrangements may bo made. 


Manchester Wireless Society.—Oa March 9th, at the College of 
Technology (Mr. J. C. A. Reid ia the chair), Mr. J. McKernan 
delivered a lantern lecture on The Construction of Hectrio 
Motors.” Starting with the theory of the subject, the earliest and 
the modern types of electric motor were described, and the various 
processes in their manufacture, repair, and maintenance were dealt 
with. The subject was made quite clear by many working models 
and parts shown by the lecturer, and by an exoellent series of 
lantern slides. 


Birmingham and District Electric Club.— On March 12th a paper 
was read by Mr. H. C. Young, A. M. I. E. E., upon Common Sense 
Methods of Recording, Costing. and Progress in Shop Manage- 
ment.“ Mr. Young gave much valuable information from his own 
experiences in the management of large works. He insisted upon 
the importance of rapidly understood graphic records of day-by- 
day and, in some cases, hour-by-hour progress. Such records 
should be simple and easy to underatand, kept regularly posted and 
displayed where everyone interested would see them, so that ss soon 
as the actual line fell below the datum line, steps could be at once 
taken to investigate causes. 


Chief Technical Assistants’ Association.—The annual general 
meeting of the Association was held on March 5th. The retiring 
chairman, Mr. A. P. MacAlister, A. M. I. E. E., reviewing the work of 
the past year, referred to the recognition of electricity supply staffs 
through the activities of the E. P. E. A., and reminded the members 
that Mr. J. H. Parker, A. M. I. E. E., a former chairman of the 
C. T. A. A., was deputed to represent the Association on the Council 
of the E. P. E. A., and owing to his ability, he was elected president, 
and had contributed greatly to the success achieved. 

Mr. J. R. J. Bowden, A. M. I. C. E., A. M. I. K. E., was elected ohair- 
man, and in thanking the members for the honour recalled the 
fact that his predecessor in the chair, Mr. A. P. MacAlister, was 
the founder of the C.T.A.A., and that the Association was the fore- 
runner of the organisations which had set out to establish the 
fact that besides Capital and Labour there was a third party in 
the industrial world to be taken into oonsideration—the technical 
staffs. 


Iiuminatiog Engineering Soclety.—At a meeting of the Society, 
held on March 17th, a paper entitled Motor-Car Headlights: 
Ideal Requirements and Practical: Solutions," was read by Major 
A. Garrard, and followed by a discussion, The author dealt with 
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the effecta of "dazzle," and means of combating them. The 
efficiency of various types of beams was discussed, and some infor- 
mation was given regarding regulations framed in this country 
and the United States. The limiting of the candle power or 
diameter of the beam was not considered satisfactory. The use of 
parabolic refiectors was commented upon, the author stating that 
the 523 of the filament of an electric lamp prevented perfect 
focusing. The paper concludes:—'' It wculd appear that the 
American devices have only b:en tolerable by reason of the slow 
driving necessitated by the generally bad cross-country roads there. 
In this country and ia many other European countries 4 much 
higher staudard of safe illumination is necessary, and will 
become more so, while the road improvements now go'ng on 
in the States will at no distant date render a solution there equally 
necessary." 

Royal Iustitatlen.— Amongst the lecture arrangements at the 
Royal Institution after Easter, are the following :—Dr. C. T. R. 
Wilson on " Thunderstorms (the Tyndall Lectures); Mr. H. S. 
Foxwell on Nationalisation and Bureaucracy ” ; and Mr. E. C. C. 
Baly on Ohemical Reaction.” The Friday evening meetings 
will be resumed on April 8th, when Dr. R. H. A. Plimmer will deliver 
a discourse on “ Quality of Protein in Nutrition." Susceeding dis- 
courses will probably be given by Mr. Errest Law, Sir James 
Walker, Sir Frank Dyson (Astronomer Royal), Sir Robert 
Robertson, Dr. Bateson, Dr. Starling, Mr. A. Mallock, Dr. Leonard 
Huxley. Dr. A. G. Webater, Sir J. J. Thomson, and other 
gentlemen. ; 


Institution of Civil Engineers.—At the ordinary meeting of 
the Institution on March 8th, Mr. Stephen Leggett, Member, read 
a paper on The Amritsar Hydro-Electric Irrigation Installation." 
In this paper the author described the construction of a power 
station built on the Upper Bari Doab Canal at a point where a head 
of 58 ft. was available. The station contains three low-pressure 
turbines coupled to alternators through gearing, and has an output 
of 525 kW. Two h.p. transmission lines are carried to aub-stations 
on steel lattice towers, strong enough to stand unsupported should 
all the wires on one side break suddenly. They are set in oonorete 
blocks and are spaced 300 ft. apart in open country. The sub- 
stations contain three aingle-phase oil-cooled 6,600/500-V trans- 
formers, and the pumps are started from the sub-station ewitch- 
board. A special sub-station is provided for transforming 
alternating current to direct current for the Central Workshops of 
the Punjab Canal System. Each sub-station feeds six pumps, the 
designed capacity of the power-station being 40 pumps. together 
with the workshops; this can only be obtained when the fall is 
increased to 9'7 ft. The pumpe are direct-coupled to 15-b.p. 
500- volt electric motors running at 970 r.p.m. Owing to difficu ty 
in obtaining suitable pumps from British makers, the author 
designed a single-stage turbine pump, which was made in the 
Central Canal workshops. 


Isstitution of Civil Engineers of Ireland.—Mr. Francis Bergen, 
President of the Institution of Civil Engineers in Ireland, lecturing 
before the members in Dublin on Hydraulic Power for Indus- 
trial Development,” said the growing demand for the develop- 
ment of induatries in Ireland required a means of supplying power 
ata cheap rate for factories, kc. The many lougbs and rivers of 
Ireland were waiting to give their powerful assistance to the 
industrial movement, and it was possible to construct dams in 
various places for storiog the excsas water in winter and during 
non-working hours. Should a pipa be brought from the Round- 
wood (Co. Wicklow) city waterworks reservoir to Dablin, the 
pressure would be 180 1b. per sq. in. 


Rontgen Society.—A meeting of the society will be hela at Man- 
chester on May 6tb, at the University, when Prof. Sir W. L. Bragg 
will read a paper, and Prof. A. V. Hill will give a demoostration 
of some electro- physiological experiments. On the following day 
it is hoped to arrange visite to works of scientific interest in the 
district, The gallery of the Royal Photographic Soviety of Great 
Britain has been placed at the disposal of the society during June, 
and it is hoped that a collection of radiographs, illustrating the 
different practical applications of X-rays, will be furnished by 
members of the society. The President of the Röntgen Society, 
Dr. Robert Knox, offers a special prize for work submitted by lay 
assistants engaged in the production of pbotographio results, 
working either as hospital assistante or as assistants to medical 
radiologista. Further details will be available in April. 


lastitute of Metals.—A London Local Section of the Institute 
has just been formed ; the chairman is Dr. O. F. Hudson, of the 
Admiralty Engineering Laboratory, and the hon. secretary is Mr, 
D. Hanson, M.Sc., of the National Physical Laboratory, 
Teddington. Membership is available to persona resident within 
50 miles ofthe G P.O. No subscription is required of Membera of 
the Institute of Metals, but non-members of the parent body, when 
elected as Associate Members of the Local Sevtion, pay an annual 
subscription of 5s. On March 31st Mr. S. L. Archbutt is to read a 
paper on "Aluminium Alloys" and on April 21st Dr. W. R 
Ormandy will present a paper on Refractories." The London 
Section already has a membership of over 200. 

The report of the Council, presented to the annual general 
meeting on March 9th, shows that the membership has increased 
during the year from 1,213 to 1,298. The expenses amounted to 
£3,620, and the gross income to £4,174. 


South African Institate of Electrical Engineers, — At the 
twelfth annual general meeting, held in Johannesburg on January 
20th, Mr. L. B. Woodworth took office as president. It was stated 
that the total membership had risen from 355 to 489. A vice- 
president and seven new members of Council were elected. 


OUR PERSONAL COLUMN, 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
technical er the commercial side of the profession end industry, 
also electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of the 

CAL REVIBW posted as to their movements. 


The St. Pancras Borough Council has had under consideration the 
salary of the deputy electrical engineer under the agreement arrived 
at between the National Joint Board of Employers and members of 
the staffs (electricity supply industry). When the Council adopted 
the award in July, 1920, it was stated that his sa’ary was not 
affected, but that as soon as the new 3,(00- kW set was installed at 
the King's Road station he would be entitled under the schedule 
to au increase of $108 per annum. The total plant capacity of 
the underteking on June 1st, when the award came into force, has 
now been assessed at 8,025 kW, instead of 7,900 kW, as previously 
reported to the Council ; the difference is due to the bulk supply 
being estimated, in the first instance, at 400 kW, whereas the 
record actually shows that it should have been 525 kW for the 
preceding firancial year. The following agreement with the 
E. P. E. A. has been srrived at:—That from June lst, 1920, the 
salary of MR. BARON shall be increased from £660, plus house, 
coal, and light, to £808, plus house, coal, and light, and from 
Novemter Ist, when the increased plant came into operation, to 
£840, plus house, coal, and light. These figures include 5 per cent. 
extra for employés engaged in undertakings in London, but the 
salary is not affected by variation in the cost of living unless it 
drops below 110 per cent. The Electricity Committee is in 
agreement with the decision, and recommends acceptance. 

The Halifax Tramways Committee has appointed Mr. BEN HALL, 
of Wigan Corporation tramways, as general manager of the Halifax 
tramways. Mr. J. W. GALLOWAY continues to retain the poat of 
tramway engineer. 

Proposed increases in the salaries of several officials were 
rejected by the South Shields Town Council. One proposal 
was to increase the salary of the tramway manager from 
£600 to £700 a year, the voting being 12 for and 24 against. 
Another defeated recommendation was to increase the electrical 
engineer's salary from £700, and place it on a sliding scale 
according to the number of units sold, which would mean an 
immediate advance of £185 per annum. 

According to a financial contemporary, Mr. KxIRBS, the 
Australian Commonwealth Statistician, has been appointed Director 
of the Bureau of Science and Industry, at a salary of £2,000 per 
annum. 

The Times states that the Secretary for Mines has appointed MR. 
F. H. Harom, Ph.D., M. Inst. C. E. to be technical adviser to the 
department on questions relating to the metalliferous mining 
industry. 

Shrewsbury Town Council has increased the salary of Mz. F. C. 
CHESTER, assistant engineer at the electricity works, from £252 to 
£300 a year. 

Mn. G. HART-Cox, M.B.E., is shortly vacating his position at 
Woolwich Arsenal, to take up secretarial duties for Mesars. T. 
Hood & Co., Ltd., engineers, Bristol. 

The Times reporta that ProF. B. MovAT Jones, Professor of 
Chemistry in the University College of Wales at Ab-rystwyth, 
was on Monday appointed Director of the Manchester Municipal 
College of Technology, at £1,500 a year, in succession to Mr. J. C. 
Maxwell Garnett, now organiser for the League of Nations Union. 

Mr. F. A. BROADBENT, late manager of the Portarlington 
E'ectric Light and Power Co., Ltd., has been appointed electrical 
58 and manager to the Cavan Electrio Light and Power 
Co., ; 

Obituary.—Mr. A. G. FIELDING.—The death ia reported as 
having ocourred at the Pres. dency General Hospital, Calcutta, of 
Mr. Arthur Gordon Fielding, an electrical engineer, holding a 
Government appointment in India. Pi ior to leaving this country 
he was engaged at the Formby Power Station of the L. & Y. Railway. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Vickers (France), Ltd. (173,677).— Private company. 
Registered) March 12th. Capital, 25,000 in £1 shares. To carry on the 
business of manufacturers of and dealers in steel, iron, brass and metals, 
ship builders, shipwrights, manufacturers of ordnance, electricians, electrical 
engineers, &c. The first directors are: Sir Francis Barker, Lowndes House, 
Lowndes Place, Belgrave Square, S. W.; M. Caillard, 16, Rue de la Bien- 
faisance, Paris (director of Troughton and Simms, Ltd., and Société Financiers 
et d'Entreprises Electrique); S. V. Dardier, The Grange, Grange Road, 
Ealing, W.5; E. Cohn, Rahna, Wargrave, Berks.; A. Cartwright, . Vicar- 
age Road, East Sheen, S.W. Sir Francis Barker, S. V. Dardier, E. Cohn 


and A. Cartwright are all directors of Vickers, Argentina, Ltd., and various 
other companies. Qualification, €200. Remuneration, £50 each per annum. 
Acting secretary: M'. F. Sadler. Solicitors: Linklaters and. Pines. 2, Bond 
Court, Walbrook, E.C. Registered ofice: Vickers House, Broadway, West- 


nünnster, S.W. 


C. A. Carpenter, Ltd. (173,616).—Private company. 
Registered March. lUth, Capital, £2,000 in £1 shares. To take over the 
business of an electrical, constructional and general engineer and contractor 
and dealer in machinery carried on by C. A. Carpenter, at 4 and 5, Mason's 
Avenue, Basinghall Street, E.C. The permanent directors are: C. &. Car- 
penter, 4-5, Mason's Avenue, Basinghall Street, E.C2; Mrs. K. Carpenter, 
4-5, Mason's Avenue, Bisinghall Street, E.C.2, Solicitor: C. G. Bonser, 
Pancras Chambers, 90, Queen Street, E.C. 


Midlands Telephone Directories, Ltd. (173,651).—Private 
company. Registered March llith. Capital, £2,500 in £1 shares. To adopt an 
agreement with A. Howard and A. R. Tidswell for the acquisition of the 
rights of publishing a Classified Commercial Telephone Directory." The 
permanent directors are: A. R. Tidswell, ** Uplands," College Road, Epsom; 
A. Howard, 61, Kensington Gardens, Ilford. Qualification, £250. Remunera- 
tion, £50 cach per annum. Registered office: 3, Broad Street Buildings, E.C, 
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OFFICIAL RETURNS OF . ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES, 


= 
Reno, Ltd. (117,997).—Return dated December 31st, 1919 
(filed December 15th, 1920). Capital, £5,000 in £1 shares (1,000 preference and 
4.000 ordinary). 800 preference and 4,000 ordinary shares taken up. £500 
paid. £4,300 considered as paid. Mortgages and charges, nil, 


Reflecto Metal Co., Ltd.—Particulars of £5,000 debentures 
authorised December 30th, 1920; whole amount issued; charged on company’s 
property, present and future, including uncalled capital. 


Aladdin Renew Electric Lamp Corporation, Ltd.—Parti- 
culars of £10,000 debentures authori««l February 17th, 1921; present issue 
£5,000, charged on the company's underiakiny and property, present and 
future, including uncalled capital. 


Yorkshire (West Riding) Electric Tramways Co., Ltd. 
(84,167).—Return dated February 17th, 1921. Capital, £600,000 in 70.000 
cumulative preference and 50,000 ordinary shares of £5 each. 46.261 prefer- 
ence and 40,977 ordinary shares taken up. £436,190 considered as paid. Mort- 
ages and charges, £272,373. 

Cape Electric Tramways, Ltd. (54,636).—Capital £500,000 
in £l shares. Return dated December 2nd, 190. 491.222 shares taken up. 
£91,222 paid. £400,000 considered as paid. Mortgages and charges, £243,500, 


City of Ely Electric Light & Power Co., Ltd. (85,444).— 
Return dated January 14th, 1921. Capital, £5,000 in EI shares. 3,003. shares 
taken up. 4300 Gs. paid (being 2s. per share). Mortgages and charges, nil. 


H. W. Smith & Co. (1920), Ltd.—Debenture dated Feb- 
ruary lith, 1921, to secure £50,000 charged on the company's undertaking and 
property, present and future, including uncalled capital. Holders: Lloyd's 
Bank, Ltd. 


East India Tramways Co., Ltd. (74,457).—Return dated 
December 22nd, 1920. Capital, £100,000 in £l shares (15,000. preference, 
35,000 ordinary and 20,000 deferred). 7.476 preference, 33,433. ordinary, and 
00,000 deferred shares taken up. £7,489 paid, including £6 on 24 shares for- 
feited. £83,426 considered as paid. Mortgages and charges, nil. 


Hindhead & District Electric Light Co., Ltd.—Issue on 


March Ist, 1921, of £100 debentures part of a series already registered. 


Tramways, Light & Power Co., Ltd.—Particulars of 
£375,000 S-year secured notes authorised November 15th, 1920, and covered by 
trust deed dated February IAth, 1921; present issue £200,000; charged on certain 
shares and debentures and the company’s undertaking and property, present 
and future, including uncalled capital, Trustees; British [rusis Association, 
Ltd. * 

Electricars, Ltd.—Debenture dated February 15th, 1921, 
to secure £25,000 charged on the company’s undertaking and property, pre- 
sent. and future, including uncalled capital. Holders: Kynoch, Ltd., Lion 
Works, Witton, Birmingham, 


Westinghouse Brake & Saxby Signal Co., Ltd. (formerly 
Westinghouse Brake Co., Ltd). —Particulars of £450,000 8 per cent. first mort- 
gage debentures, authorised October 15th, 19208, and covered by trust. decd 
dated March 2nd, IM; whole amount issued; charped on freehold lands, 
buildings and hereditaments, plant, machinery, and the company's. under- 
taking and property, present and future, including uncalled capital. Trustees: 
Lloyd's Bank, Lid. 


Yorkshire (Woollen District) Electric Tramways, Ltd.— 
Particulars of £40,000 debentures authorised February 8th, 1921; whole amount 
issued; charged on the company's undertaking and property, present and future, 
including uncalled capital, 


South Metropolitan Electric Light & Power Co., Ltd.— 


Issue on February 23rd, 1921, of £43,866 debentures, part of a series. already 
registered. 


Ferranti, Ltd. (83,718).—Return dated December 24th. 
10530. Capital, £130,000 in £1 shares (000,000 preference, 60,000. ordinars and 
10.000 deferred). 53.374 preference, 60,000 ordinary and 10000 deferred shares 
taken up. £123,374 considered as paid. Mortgages and charges, £123,480. 


Gosport & Alverstoke Electric Lighting Co., Ltd. (82,693). 
— Return dated January Iiih, 1921. Capital, £25,000 in £10 shares. 2,300 
shares taken up. £25,000 paid. Mortgages and charges, nil. 


C. H. Hare & Son, Ltd. (110,911). - Return dated Decem- 
ber Bist, 1920. Capital, IG. n in £1 shares (8A. preference. ME shares 
taken up. £l per share called up on ROW preference and 0992 ordinary, £8,502 
paid. £7,498 considered as paid on remainder. Mortgages. and charges, nil. 


Edison Accumulators, Ltd.—Satisfaction in full on Fehb- 
ruary 2th, 1921, of two debentures dated March loth, 1915, and jule 4th, 
1916, securing all moneys due or to. become due not. exceeding £25,000. and 
£15,000 respectively. 


Napier-Kimber, Ltd.—Satisfaction in full on February 
21st, 1921, of debenture dated June 14th, 190, securing CA, notified 
second and third debentures both dated March 4th, 1921, to secure £25000 and 
£4,500 respectively, charged on the company's undertaking and property, pre- 
sent and future, including uncalled capital, Holder: AL W. Kimber, 
" Chevening," The Drive, Wembley Park. 


CITY NOTES. 


The annual meeting was held on Friday 

W. T. Henley's list at the Great Eastern [lotel, E.C. Mr. 
Telegraph Works George Sutton. MI. I. E. E., chairman and 
Co., Ltd. managing director, who presided, said that 
the capital account remained the same as 

last year, the new capital not having been issued until this 
year. That issue was over-subscribed. They only asked for 
£250,000, although they took authority to issue £400,000. The 
reason Why they did not issue the whole amount was not 
quite because they did not want it, but because at the time 
capital issues were not going very well. They might have to 
issue the remaining £150,000 before the close of the vear—it 
just depended on the course of business. They were not going 
to increase the capital account if they could possibly avoid it, 
and he was hoping they would be able to get through without 
any more capital. Creditors showed an increase of £200,000, 
due to the more than abnorinal advance in the business. They 
were bringing the reserve up to £170,000 by the addition of 


£20,000, £15,000 of which was taken from an old reserve 
account Which was closed. Turning to the credit side ol the 
account, the item of freehold land and buildings, machinery, 
plant, &c., had been increased by the large sum of 410. 
and they nad not yet reached the end of that expenditure. 
‘The additions Were buildings and plant, and Dew factork’s 
which had been im course of erection tor the past two or three 
years. Sole of them were started at the beginning ol the 
war, and had to be stopped until the war was over. Diiu- 
culties with regard to material and labour had delayed tue 
erection of those buildings, one of which ought to bave been 
colnpleted some months ago. they would have to spet.d 
another 80.000 to complete their projects in that direction. 
With regard to their investments, they had gone down, be- 
cause they had been selling them, as they wanted the money. 
They had sold them at à very considerable loss, aud 485.0 
had had to be written off. bey bud made a further reserve 
of £7,500 to meet the fall in the price of the Nathonui War 
Bonds which they still held. As to the Henley's dyre and 
Rubber Co., the capital of that concern had been Increased 
during the year from £140,0J0. to £200,000, and it had sane 
been increased by a further £50,000. ‘the turnover ot the 
company to the end of September, when the financial year 
closed, was a record one. At the present tine, in connnaun 
with the whole of the motor industry, they had a slackKness 
of trade. ‘Lhe stocks at September JUth were taken at the 
very lowest figure—lower than they cost, tor they bad to 
write off a considerable amount to cover the fall in cotton. 
As to rubber, they never had more than a few weeks! supp 
in hand. Ihe Tyre Co. had made a very great reputation 


for the quality of both pneumatic and solid. band tires 


for commercial Vehicles, and he latter trade continued to 
Xpand —it was only the sale of pneumatic tires that tuul 
fallen, off. dle could. only say that he had no reason to 
modify. the hopes which he had expressed in the past with 
regard to that company—they looked forward to a big future 
for it. Reverting to the Telegraph Works Co., the stock ste d 
at £700,000, against. £457,000 a vear ago, although the price of 
raw materials was considerably lower. The rise in the stock 
was die to two causes. ‘The first was the need that existed 
for increasing. their stocks at all their branches at home and 
abroad, which had been depleted during the war. Ihe secend 
and principal cause Was the large amount of unmanufactured 
orders on the books, so that in reanty the larger amount ot the 
stock was already sold as soon as its manulacture Was cou: 
plete. ‘The stock was all good. [t was priced at the lowest 
price at December 31st, whether that was the purchase price 
or the market price, but further than that, in years past they 
had provided for the eventuality that happened during the 
last Six months—a slump in trade and a fall in prices; and 
they had built up a considerable reserve on the stock account. 
That reserve had paid income tax and excess profits duty. 
so that beyond the lowest price at which they had put the 
stock, they had a large reserve to meet the eventuality of its 
falling still further. So far he was glad to say they had 
not had to encroach upon that reserve. The debtors showed 
an increase of £200,000, due to the increased trade they. had 
been doing and to some extent to the longer credit that was 
being taken. Turning to the profit and loss account, they 
had provided £25,000 for depreciation. The balance of the 
trading account showed £240,000, as against £203,030. a year 
ago, and the balance carried to the protit and loss general 
account was £105,000, against 4 168.000. [t should be remeni- 
bered in making a comparison that in 1920. they had had 
to pay 50 per cent. more in excess profits duty than in 1949, 
and there was also the three years) average in the income 
tux to be taken into consideration, so that on the whole, he 
thought, the shareholders would consider that the directors 
had put very fine accounts before them. They. had had 3 
splendid vear. He did not think they had ever experienced 
such a difficult and anxious vear with regard to the business. 
At times there were plenty of orders to be obtained. Some- 
times they could not keep pace with the orders. but owing 
to the prices of raw materials, 1t had needed all the skill ot 
their buyers and the management to avoid. disaster. The 
principal raw materials in their business were copper, india- 
rubber, lead, and cotton. During the vear copper fell from 
£115 to £71 per ton: lead went from £45 to £23; rubber fell 
from 28. 10d. per lb. to 10d., and American cotton from 36d. 
to lüd. They must, of course, buy forward to meet their 
future requirements, and it would be apparent from those 
figures how carefully and successfully. their buying had been 
done. The sale of their products, including their overseas 
trade, had continued to extend. The turnover for the vear 
was the largest in the history of the company, and the orders 
varried forward into 1921 also constituted a record. The ten- 
denev of recent vears had been for the percentage of protit 
upon their goods to decrease and for the turnover to increase. 
so Vielding to the shareholders a larger profit. If the turnover 
should decrease, it might be that the rate of profit would po 
up. They had done a great deal of telephone work—in fact 
that had been one of the busiest departments of the busimess. 
They had supplied telephone trunk cables both for their own 
Post Office and for foreign countries. They had a long con- 
tinuously loaded telephone cable which they shipped cnlv. this 
month to be laid across the Straits of Georgia, British Colum- 
bia. Another order of interest was that with which they had 
been entrusted by the city of Birmingham for an e.h.p. 
cable to work at 33,000 volts—at the time it was placed it was 
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the largest order that had ever been placed of its kind. The 
contract for that work was nearly completed. Their general 
trade had gone into all countries. Jerusalem bad become a 
buyer of their cables, and to-day the nume of the company 
Was Well known in Bagdad and Mesopotamia. Waith regard 
to the current vear, they had no abnormal anxiety as to the 
paevinent of dividends, but that was not the sole object of the 
company. Dividends were, of course, essential for its con- 
tihuance, but they absorbed a comparatively small part of 
the profits earned. & large portion of the profits had been 
used for the development of the industry at home and abroad, 
and for the increase of employment. A large export trade 
Was, they knew, essential to the nation, and it was for them 
as Well as others to do their part to create and maintain. such 
a trade. British cable manufacturers generally had hitherto 
held a record for trade throughout the world which had been 
held. by no other country, and to-day their record for quality 
ot work, for design and manufacture of cables, and for the 
method of doing their. business was unimpaired, but with 
regard. to their sales to foreign countries the red danger light 
had been showing for months, and whereas up to the middle 
of last vear they could get more orders for foreign countries 
than they could take, to-day there were hardly any foreign 
orders coming in to their office. He was not referring to the 
dominions overseas, but to foreign countries. There were 
several causes for that condition of things; perhaps the most 
Important was that they were unable to compete in price 
with the foreigner. How could they compete with Ger- 
many, When wages in England were three or four times higher 
than they were in the German cable factories? They did 
not like the idea of reducing wages—they might not have 
to do it; they could certainly earn dividends without doing so, 
but they wanted to increase employment in their factories, 
and that could not be done unless they could reduce their 
prices to meet their foreign competitors. He firmly believed 
that the rates of wages paid to their workmen at the present 
tune would have to come down, and a good standard of living 
must be secured to them by longer working hours. To 
put it in another way, they must have a larger output for 
their wages, if they were going to keep their foreign trade. 
War bonuses were given to the workmen and to the commer- 
cial stati. In the case of the latter, they decreased with the 
cost of living. and it seemed to him that the workmen in 
the factories should be subject to the same procedure. The 
standard of living must and would be better in the future 
than it was pre-war, but it must be obtained by mechanical 
and human devices to improve the output per worker. 

Mr. Martin Roberts, MI. Inst. C. E., seconded the motion for 
the adoption of the report and accounts, which, after a brief 
discussion, was carried unanimously. 

The profit for 1920 was £15,370, plus 


Automatic 49.311 brought forward. Directors' fees 
Telephone are 42.850; depreciation on patents, good- 
Manufacturing will, buildings, plant and machinery, 
Co., Ltd. £3,000; preference dividend £12,000. "The 


report reads: " Our activities during the 
past year have been chiefly devoted to the special measures 
necessary to give effect to the terzus of our agreement with 
the International Automatic Telephone Co., Ltd., for the 
promotion of overseas sales of Strowger automatic telephone 
apparatus. Orders of considerable value have resulted from 
this alliance, and to cope with these, extensive additions to 
personnel have been necessitated. The stall of our engineer- 
ing und drafting departments has been largely increased, and 
new departinents—essential to bulk production-—created, in- 
volving establishment and development expenses on an abnor- 
mal seale. The development work accomplished can, however, 
be regarded as fundamental and should be beneticially re- 
flected in our future activities. Much productive work has 
been accomplished against automatic telephone contracts, but 
the manufacturing period under review was too limited to 
enable any appreciable volume of this work to be converted 
iuto sales. Lor this reason, coupled with the heavy develop- 
ment expenses referred to, the directors regret that the profits 
for the year will not allow of any dividend being paid on the 
ordinary shares.” 
In the course of his speech at the annual 


Brompton and meeting of this company, the chairman 


Kensington said they had secured record results; not- 
Electric Supply withstanding the difficult times, they com- 
Co., Ltd. pared favourably with the results of any 


year in their history. The conversion of 
the larger houses into flats and maisonettes continued, and 
the demand for cooking and domestic accessories increased, 
so that they had again not only connected more consumers 
and made more lamp connections, but had also sold more 
electricity than in any previous twelve months, and this not- 
withstanding the extension of davlight saving by a month, 
and the higher price which they had had to charge to cover 
the great increase in the cost of coal. The consequence of the 
coal strike last year was to compel them to pay an average 
of 11s. 4d. per ton more for coal of a greatly inferior quality, 
and but for their improved working conditions, which resulted 
in a smaller coal consumption per unit generated, the coal 
hill for their increased output would have been much greater 
than it was. The year before last, when coal cost them 3s. 
per ton, their coal cost per unit generated was .806d., whereas 
last vear, when coal cost 42s. 6d. a ton, their coal cost per 
unit was only .97d., so that although the coal cost had gone 


up 36 per cent., their coal cost per unit generated had only 
gone up 20 per cent. This econoiny in production, due to the 
progress of invention, would continue, and they were this 
year installing, with the assent of the Electricity Commis- 
sloners, another large turbo-alternator of improved design. 
The gross receipts last year were £102,372, as against £44,045 
in 1919, and the working expenses £50,469, as against £44,683, 
so that the net receipts were £12,002, as against £29,301, or an 
Increase of £13,041, which would enable them to pay the 
same dividend as last year, after making larger provision for 
depreciation and reserve. They had written off about £7,000 
worth of machinery from the station which had become obso- 
lete for their purpose, and they had spent an additional 
£5,000 on their mains system, which in weight of copper and 
‘arrying capacity, if they should require to raise their declared 
pressure, Was worth to-day at least the whole of the original 
capital of the company. They had made further advances 
to the Accessories Co., which were justified. by the results of 
its Working. [ts assets continued to be worth their book 
Value, it constituted one of their best customers, and its work 
contributed effectively to the business of supply in their area. 
In spite of the unsettlement of the electricity supply of London 
by well-intentioned, but ill-advised, political action, the 
prospects of the company for the current year were satisfac- 


tury. 
At the annual meeting, on March 15th, 
Notting Hill Mr. A. Hoare, who presided, expressed the 
Electric Lighting view that the Government of this country 
Co., Ltd. was interfering a great deal too much with: 
private affairs. Nearly the whole of the 
company's new capital expenditure during 1920 was incurred 
In laying new mains and purchasing new meters to connect 
additional consumers. The provision of further capital would 
receive consideration in the near future if they were to extend 
the business. The fact that their undertaking was purchas- 
able by the authorities in 1931, coupled with doubts regarding 
the interpretation of the terms of purchase, made it difficult 
to Issue new capital at any reasonable rate. The profits rose 
from £31,200 to 433.800 in spite of heavy increases in the 
cost of production. Though the revenue from sale of energy 
was up nearly £19,000, the profit was only £2,600 above that 
of 1919. The speaker later referred to the new Electricity 
Supply Bill. Under its provisions, he said, a scheme promoted 
by some of the London companies in conjunction with the 
L.C.C. and local authorities, was in preparation for submis- 
sion to the Electricity Commissioners for the establishment 
of a Joint Authority for the supply of energy within the 
London and Home Counties! Electricity District, the boun- 
daries of which had been settled by the Commissioners. The 
only details of the scheme available at present were rough 
outlines of the engineering side, and no information was yet 
to hand of the proposed arrangements to finance the scheme. 
The company had not, up to the present, joined in supporting 
the proposal, but, when full details could be obtained, the 
whole matter would receive careful consideration. It would 
be a very difficult problem in the present state of the finances 
of the country to obtain a very heavy amount of capital which: 
would be necessary to finance a scheme of this magnitude. 
With regard to the future, the business for the current year 
showed improvement, and as, recently, they were able to 
come to a satisfactory agreement with the unions representing 
the workmen throughout the industry in the London area, 
regulating wages by agreement over a long period, they 
hoped it would prevent difficulties arising in this direction. 
Regarding the joint works at Wood Lane, the cost of generat- 
ing electricity rose considerably, and was due not only to in- 
creased wages, but to the higher cost of fuel. To some extent 
they were endeavouring to counteract this rise in coal cost 
by the installation of new and more economical plant. One 
set had already been erected, and two others were in hand. 


The annual meeting was held at General 

Pinchin, Buildings, Aldwych, London, on Monday. 
Johnson & Co., Mr. E. Robson, who presided, referred to 
Ltd. the very satisfactory results of the year's 
trading, in spite of the difficult trading 

conditions that had developed in the latter months of the year. 
After providing for all expenses, depreciation, income tax, 
excess profits, and Corporation. profits tax, there was a net 
profit of £72,252, plus 44.642 brought forward. After paving 
6} per cent. for the year on the preference shares, a final divi- 
dend of 10 per cent. actual on the ordinary shares was recom- 
mended, making, with the interim dividend of 5 per cent., 
15 per cent. for the vear, less income tax. There was £10,000 
put to reserve, £5,500 written off preliminary expenses of new 
capital issue, and £10,588 remained to carry forward. Doing a 
very extensive business, such as they were, it Was necessary to 
carry extensive stocks, and although on some commitments 
there had been fairly substantial depreciation in the latter 
months of the vear, the directors had adopted the sound course 
of writing down the trading stocks to current market prices at 
December 31st, 1920, which placed. their. business in a very 
strong position. to withstand what remained of the present 
trade depression. During the year the company had extended 
its operations in every market of the world, and in output, 
volume of sales and net profits the results constituted a record, 
Arrangements had been completed for substantially increasing 
the production at their several factories, and they were able to 
deal efficiently with a much greater volume of business than 
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ever before. Their sales organisation had also been consoli- 
dated and extended in every direction. Although the trade 
slump, Which had become evident in the lutter months of 1920 
was still felt to some extent, he had every confidence that 1921 
would be a satisfactory year. 


At the annual meeting, on March 16th, 
the chairman said it was a good many 
years since they had been able to- present 
such satisfactory accounts. In common 
with those of all the London companies, 
their figures showed a very noticeable improvement, as com- 
pared with 1919. The amount carried. to net revenue was 
£41,974, as against £33,038 in the previous year, an increase 
of 246 per cent. This enabled them to recommend a dividend 
of 6 per cent. for the year, as against 4 per cent. for 1919. 
The year's results had been achieved notwithstanding increased 
costs of as much as £14,000, the principal increases being for 
coal and energy purchased, £5,104; salaries and wages, 
£2,910; rates, £2,656; und repairs to buildings and machinery, 
£2,737. The enormous increase in rates was the cause of 
much anxiety to all industrial undertakings, and increases 
beyond what appeared in their accounts were to be feared. 
Fortunately the Councils which governed local matters in 
their area of supply were not of the socialist order. Rate- 
payers all over the country were being aroused to a sense of 
the danger of rising rates. During the vear they dismantled 
the Cheyne Walk station containing their oldest plant, which, 
although useable, was the reverse of economical. The recent 
settlement as to wages concluded under the auspices ot. the 
District Council No. 10, which was formed to promote ayree- 
inent as to wages in the London area, was working satisfac- 
torily for the present. They might look forward with con- 
fidence to the future if they could hope to be let alone to 
work out their own salvation. Schemes for consolidating the 
electricity supply of London, however, involving enormous 
capital outlay were proposed. Most of the companies had 
come together for the purpose of safeguarding their. share- 
holders’ interests, and their chairmen were in constant con- 
sultation. It was difficult to say what the outcome would 
be, and: in the meantime all the directors could do was to 
walt and watch, and do all in their power to secure fair and 
reasonable treatmen?. 

Sir Henry C. Mance, presiding at the 
Davis and annual meeting, on March 15th, said that 
Timmins, Ltd. the item “ Sundry debtors " was rather 
higher, but this, he thought. would be 
found the case with every manufacturing company, owing to 
the shortage of money, brought about by the difficult conditions 
in certain trades and the disinclination on the part of the direc- 
tors to press unduly their customers. Stock was higher, due 
to the fact that they bad found it advantageous to themselves 
and a great convenience to their customers to keep a larger 
stock of manufactured articles. It included, also, an dt. 
amount of metal. Trade expenses had advanced, mainly 
consequence of the increased costs in every . 
Salaries were higher in consequence of various well-deserved 
promotions. Bad debts were higher, but this, he thought, 
was a state of things common to every company having such 
a inultitude of accounts. Notwithstanding the increased 
charges, the net profits had increased by nearly £800. As re- 
garded the future, although he did not share the pessimistic 
views of many writers, they should not ignore the fact that 
a good deal of uneasiness existed in certain quarters. Last 
week he had had occasion to place a substantial order with one 
of the largest manufacturing firms in the country. Delivery 
was promised in six weeks. He was quite sure that if that 
order had been given a vear ago the time for delivery would 
have been six months. It might take some time before they 
got back to normal prices and normal trade. 

Mr. G. E. Davis (managing director) said. that since the last 
meeting they had added a large new building, and were 
now in possession of a splendidly equipped inspection depart- 
ment. When business revived, which it must do sooner or 
later, they would be in a better position, and better equipped 
than they had ever been, to deal with it. 


The ordinary general meeting of the com- 
pany was held on March 16th, when Mr. 

. B. Braithwaite took the chair. Review- 
ing the financ ial results, the chairman said 
that the vear's revenue showed an increase 
of £198,275, but owing to the increased cost of labour. coal. 
and materials. the net result was only a profit of £31,266. 
The chairman then dealt at some length with the present 
position of electricity supply in London, and said that any 
attempt to amalgamate the municipal with the company 
undertakings presented great difficulties. owing to the different 
bases of tenure. In the speaker’s opinion. the simplest wav 
of unifying the electricity supply would have been to grant 
the companies a considerable extension of tenure which would 
have justified them in making the large expenditure necessary 
to correct existing anomalies. A step in this direction had 
heen taken by the passing of the Electric Lighting Act of 
1908, which substituted the L.C.C. as the sole purchasing 
authority, and empowered Om ARIA and local authorities to 
link up their stations. Great progress had been made in 
this direction. Referring to the Flectricitv (Supply) Act of 
1919, the chairman said that one result had been the holding 
up of development and the erection of the big station at 


Chelsea 
Electricity 
Supply Co., Ltd. 


City of London 
Electric Lighting J 
Co., Ltd. 


Barking had been effectually blocked. Dealing with the 
position of the company, he said that they had laid an inter- 
connector between their station at Bankside and the County 
of London Electric Co.'s station at Wandsworth, which would 
enable them to give thut company 10,000 kW in bulk. The 
present capacity of their plant at Bankside was 33,900 kW, 
and they hoped to have a further 20,000 kW installed in the 
autumn, of which 10.000 would be given to the County of 
London Co., leaving them 10,000 to meet their own increased 
demand. "he Bankside station must play an important part 
in the future electric supply of London, as it occupied a central 
position and bad unlimited supplies of condensing water and 
every facility for the delivery of coal. Its ultimate capacity 
was about 50,00) kW, and it could supply in bulk the inner 
ring of the London area more economically than could be done 
by any station further away. The directors quite anticipated 
that it would be in operation in time for the revenue to benefit 
in the last quarter of the present year. The company had 
not raised any additional capital since 1900, having paid for 
all the new plant, extensions, and mains, Xc., out of revenue. 
but the large additions to their generating plant which they 
were now making would oblige them to raise a small amount 
of additional capital, and they proposed to issue £300,000 oí 
the £500,000 capital, which they still had available, in the 
form of 5 per cent. cuinulative second preference shares. The 
issue would be made shortly after Easter, and the share- 
holders would have preferential consideration. Taking the 
figures for last year, the margin of profit would cover the 
interest on that issue more than ten times, so that the security 
would be an excellent one, and should prove attractive. The 
report and accounts were adopted, and a resolution increasing 
the borrowing powers of the company was passed. 


The twenty-seventh ordinary general 
County of meeting was held on March 15th, Sir Harry 
London Electric Renw ick, K. B. E. (chairman), presiding. 
Supply Co., Ltd. Ihe chairman, in moving the adoption of 
the directors' report and accounts, said 
that the total receipts from sales and meter rentals had risen 
by 24 per cent. to £674,105. Working expenses had risen by 
about 27 per cent., and an explanation of this was to be found 
in the higher cost of coal, higher salaries and wages, and the 
ruinously high rates and taxes. As to coal, the fuel costs were 
about 82 per cent. of the total generating costs for the year. 
Coal had cost on the.average 78. 4d. per ton more than in the 
previous year, the average cost now being three anc a half 
times the pre-war cost, and for inferior quality. Salaries and 
wages were some 20 per cent. above the 1919 level. The costs 
of repairs were exceptionally heavy; this was partly due to 
an accumulation of repairs deferred during the war period, 
and partly to the rise in cost of materials and wages. Rates 
and taxes had increased. by £12,303, largely owing to the 
alarming increase in local and municipal rates. To the 
speaker's mind the question of municipal expenditure and 
local rates was one of the most pressing questions of the hour. 
the importance of which was not fully realised by the public. 
It appeared hitherto to have escaped the criticism it would 
otherwise have attracted and to be overshadowed by the bigger 
question of national expenditure, but at last there were signs 
of an awakening on the part of the public, and there were 
many who felt as he did that it was time steps were taken 
to put a stop to municipal extravagance, which was as vicious 
and baneful in its effects as national extravagance. Dealing 
with the progress of the company, the chairman said there 
was a record increase of over 7,000,000 units sold, which 
reached the respectable total of nearly 50,000,000 units in the 
vear, While applications for new business showed a net increase 
of 5.678 kW. They had now connected to their mains nearly 
90,000 KW, while they were supplying over 35,000 consumers. 
This indicated in a telling way the continued vitality of the 
company's business and the potentialities and possibilities of 
the future, which, having regard to the company’s extensive 
areas, were practically unlimited. As to the prospects for the 
current vear, with so many uncertain factors, it would serve 
no useful purpose to attempt a definite forecast, but. broadly. 
he thought he could speak reassuringly as to the progress of 
business, and he had every confidence that, barring any really 
big eventuality, the results for the current year should con- 
tinue to be satisfactory. As to future rates of pay and costa 
of living, the position was altogether artificial, but in spite cf 
the Government and its policy of political expediency, wages 
were bound to come down through economic pressure and the 
dire necessities of the situation, which would be all to the 
good for the shareholder, for the worker, and for the countrv 
at large in the current vear. They had done everything that 
could be done to place the compan in a strong position. and 
they were, therefore, fully justified in looking forward to the 
future with every confidence. 


The accounts of the Bergmann Flektrizi- 
tats Unternehmungen A.G., of Berlin, show 
profits of 40.000 marks for 1919-20, as 
against 204.000 marks in the previous vear 
on a paid-up capital of 6.000.000 marks. The company has 
hitherto not paid any dividend. 

The accounts of the Electrochemische Werke, of Bitterfeld. 
for 1920, after writing off 4.500.000 marks for depreciation as 
against 2.100.000 marks in 1919. show net profits of 1.940.000 
marks, as contrasted with 2.629.000 marks in the previous vear. 
It is proposed to pay a dividend at the rate of 15 per cent. on 


German 
Companies. 


— ———ü:ĩ — 


Vol. 88. No. 2361, Maron 26, 1921.] THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


891 


—— . AIWä 


share capital of 12.000.000 marks, being the same rate as in 
1919, when the participating capital was less. 

The report of the Telephonfabrik A.G. vorm. J. Berliner, of 
Hanover, states that notwithstanding the great difficulties in 
obtaining raw materials and the uncertainty of manufacturing 
owing to the frequent strikes, it was possible to realise satis- 
factory results in 1919-20. The net profits were 1,535,000 
marks, as compared with 678,000 marks in 1918-19, and the 
dividend is at the rate of 15 per cent., as against 6 per cent. 
in the preceding year. It is mentioned that the company's 
works at Vienna has been transferred to a company entitled 
the Austrian Telephone Co., with a share capital of 15,000,000 
kronen, of which one half is held by Austrian interests. 


Rhondda Tramways Co., Ltd.—According to the“ Finan- 
cial Times.“ it is proposed to convert the 6 per cent. cumula- 
tive preference shares of the Rhondda Tramways Co. into 
8 per cent. non-cumulative participating preference shares 
with a 25 per cent. participation in the surplus divisible profits, 
the arrears of dividend being waived as consideration for the 
suggested alteration. In the course of a circular to share- 
holders of the Rhondda Tramways Construction Syndicate (in 
liquidation) the joint liquidators, Messrs. L. B. Schlesinger 
and W. B. Cownie, state: We have no doubt that the con- 
version would be of considerable advantage to the shareholders. 
inasmuch as upon a distribution of securities they would 
receive a more marketable security.” 

Isle of Thanet Electric Tramways & Lighting Co., Ltd.— 
For the year ended September 30th last the traffic receipts, 
including omnibuses, were £74.110, and from sale of elec- 
tricity £22,020, the total receipts from 1920 being 497.214, 
against £66,394 for 1918-19, and the balance carried to appro- 
priation account of £32,144, against £30,553. The sum avail- 
able is £94,797; to reserve, 42.500 (increasing it to £15,000) ; 
to permanent way reserve, £10,000 (making it £30,000); to 
rolling stock reserve, £7,500 (making it £15,500); forward, 
£4,285. The directors (according to the Financial News) look 
forward to the resumption of a dividend on the preference 
shares for the year to September 30th, 1921. 

Clyde Valley Electrical Power Co.— For the vear 1920 the 
balance of profit was £149,399, plus £58.302 brought forward. 
The preference dividend absorbs £18,000; a total of 74 per 
cent. for the year on the ordinary shares requires 445.000; 
there is put to contingency fund £75.000; carried forward 
£69,693. The 15,000-kW turbo-alternator installed at Yoker 
power station has been running on commercial load since 
March last. The installation of the 15,000-kW turbo-alternator 
at Clyde's Mill power station has been considerably delayed, 
but it is expected that the plant will be in operation in June. 
Mr. J. K. Stothert has resigned from the board; Dr. R. T. 
Moore has been elected in his place. 


Companies to be struck off the Register.—The followin’ 
companies are to be struck of the register unless cause is 
shown to the contrary within three months :— 


A. B. Vibro & Domestic Electrics, Ltd. 
Feltham & District Electric Lighting Co., Ltd. 
Non-conductors, Ltd. 

Snvder Electric Furnace Co., I.td. 

Wholesale Battery Co., Ltd. 


American Telephone and Telegraph Co.—EFarnings for 
]):20, after meeting all operating charges and providing for 
depreciation and obsolescence and for Federal taxes pavable 
jn 101, totalled $70,636.904. Interest charges were 918.865.688. 
Dividends paid at usual rate of $8.00 per share ner year 
amounted to 835.376.792. appropriated for contingencies 
$3,000,000, leaving 98.444.422 carried to surplus account. Dur- 
inv the vear investments in associated companies increased 
$333,653 891.—Financial Times. 

Ballers, Ltd.—The accounts for vear ended July 31st, 
192), show. after paying directors’ fees and salaries. and pro- 
viding for E.P.D. and corporation tax, a profit of 423.353. 
plus £846 brought forward. Owing to present financial strin- 
genev and necessity for conserving resources, savs the Finan- 
cial Times, the directors propose to carry forward balance of 
48.919 remaining, after payment of 5 per cent. dividend on 
ordinary shares in November, 1920. 


Denmark.—Aktieselskabet Nordiske Kobelos  Traad- 
fabriker realised during 1920 a net profit ef 2.720.000 kr. Out 
of this sum over 1.200.000 kr. is devoted to writing down of 
machinery, &¢., 133,000 kr. is placed to reserve, and the dires- 
tors propose to pav a dividend of 12 ner cent., carrying forward 
11.000 kr.—Bicuter's Trade Service (Copenhagen). 

Salisbury Electric Light & Supply Co.. Ltd.—The profit 
balance for 1920 was £7.531. against £5,733 for 1919. Interest 
on dehentures requires £749, and depreciation. of investments 
£449 £53,005 is brought forward, and the balance is 49.634. 
The dividend for the veor is 7 ner cent; £3 000 is nut ta depre- 
ciation and reserve fund; and £4,184 ts carried forward subject 
to E.P.D. 

International Automatic Telephone Co.— A financial con- 
temporary states that the profit. for the ten months ended 
Pecember 31st, 1990, was £11.778: dividends on preference 
shares £11 136; carried forward GAZ. Profits will not allow 
of dividend on ordinary and deferred shares. 

Hadfields. Ltd.—Further dividend of Gd. per share on the 
ordinary shares, making 5 per cent. for the year, free of tax. 


Belgium.—The report of the Société d'Electricité de l'Es. 
caut, of Antwerp, for the last financial vear shows a profit of 
1,086,652 fr., as compared with only 187.702 fr. in 1919. 

Globe Telegraph & Trust Co., Ltd.—Quarterly interim 
dividend of 38. per share on preference shares, less tax; 58. 
per share on old and new ordinary shares (tax already de- 
ducted); 4s. 8d. per share, being interest at rate of 10 per 
cent., tax free, in respect of instalinents paid on new ordinary 
Shares. Financial Times. 

South London Electric Supply Corporation, Ltd.—.\ divi- 
dend of 9 per cent. per annum is announced on the ordinary 
shares for the last half of 1920, making 7 per cent. for the 
year. £5,769 carried forward. 

Robey & €o., Ltd.—Dividend of 23 per cent., less tax, on 
the preference and ordinary shares. Carried forward 
£27,995, subject to E.P.D. and corporation tax. 

Sir W. G. Armstrong, Whitworth & Co., Ltd.—Dividend 
on ordinary shares for half-year ended December of ls. per 
share, making 2s. per share for the year 1920, less tax. 

Wemyss & District Tramways Co., Ltd.—Final dividend 
of 6 per cent., free of tax, on the ordinary shares. 


Shawinigan Water & Power Co.—Dividend of 1j per 
cent. on common stock for the quarter. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


MoNDAY EVENING. 
THE main interest in the Stock Exchange centres upon the 
movements in gilt-edged securities. These are held, naturally 
enough. to reflect the possibilities. with regard to cheaper 
money. Some hoped that there would be a reduction in the 
Bank Rate before the Easter holidays, but other quarters— 


. and those probably better informed—look for no relief until 


Budget time. The remarkable rises that occurred in the War 
Loan and other stocks of this sort gave way a little, on sales 
evidently of the profit-taking order. There is, however, an 
atmosphere of cheerfulness, and the Stock Exchange looks for- 
ward (as it has done for the last many decades) to an improve- 
iment in business“ after Easter.” 

Several important issues are pending in the electricity 
supply world. Amongst these one of the first comers will 
certainly be the 300,000 City of London Electric 8 per cent. 
second preference shares. The prospectus indeed may be out 
this week. Later, there may be expected an issue of about 
half-a-inillion pounds in Central Electric 8 per cent. Notes. It 
is said that these will be offered in the neighbourhood of 97. 
With the guarantees which the Central Electric commands, 
the terms certainly look tempting, so far as can be surmised 
without the necessary details. The Metropolitan Electric 
Supply Co. is another which will probably be in the field 
before long with a debenture issue. 

With the prospect of these newcomers appearing in the 
early future, it is natural that prices in the electrical market 
should be quiet, as might be the case, anyway, at this season 
of the year. There is Summer-time just ahead, and rightly 
or wronglv, the investor seems to think that this has an 
unfavourable effect upon illumination shares. Nevertheless, 
Westminster ordinary have stiffened to £5 and Metropolitan 
ordinary to 3. City of London preference are better at 188. 

Interest will wateh with attention whether the Metropolitan 
Company, if it makes a new debenture stock issue, will invite 
co-operation from London firms in connection with the under- 
writing. i 

Metropolitan Railway ordinary stock is better at 99, and 
Underground Incomes have hardened to 66}. The market in 
steam stocks is hesitating. How the railwaymen and the 
miners will take the automatic reduction in wages, which 
should come about in the course of the next ten days, is a 
matter upon which investors feel a trace of dubietv. — This, 
however, has not affected iron. steel and similar shares. Bab- 
cock & Wileox keep good at 23. 

British Aluminium have recovered. sharply to 17s. 6d. 
Callender's are 1/16 up at 1 7/16. Ilenlev's keep a good 
market at 13. The cable manufacturing companies are doing 
well, and the chairmen of Henlev's at the meeting the other 
dav spoke of the good results which his company is achieving 
with its golf balls. The impoverished golfer may be moved to 
wonder why, with rubber at IS. a lb., some enterprising 
manufacturer does not reduce the present 3s. ball to a price 
more suited to the aforesaid golfer's pocket. Telegraph Con- 
structions are better at 204, General Electrics improved to 
Bs.. although the preference eased off to 18s. The market in 
electrical manufacturing shares as a whole is quiescent. That 
the past vear is bound to have turned out a bad one from the 
voint of view of vrofits is now generally acknowledged, and 
the protracted fall in prices has discounted to some extent 
whatever unfavourable reports there mav be to come. 

Mexican issues are weaker, both the Mexican Light & 
Power and the Mexico Tramways bonds going back owing to 
the searcity cf news from the country. Vera Cruz. shares 
are 9 up at 178. 6d. No changes have occurred in the 
Areentine, Brazilian or British Columbian groups. 

The telegraph and telephone list is firm, with Eastern 
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Extensions up to 16 again. Cuba Submarine ordinary are a 
little better at 63. Marconi's advanced to 35s. 9d. The Inter- 
national Automatic Telephone Company issues its report and 
balance-sheet for the ten months ended December gist, 1920. 
The profits amount to £11,778, of which all but £610 is 
absorbed by the preference dividend. The company carries 
forward the balanee, with an expression of regret Irom the 
directors that the profit for the period covered by the accounts 
will not allow of a dividend being paid on the ordinary or 
deferred shares. Of these it may be remarked that there are 
208,970 ordinary shares issued and 200,000 deferred, all of £1 
each fully paid. Good people in America, we observe, seem 
to be very much annoyed at the proposal to advance their 
telephone rates by 28 per cent. 

The rubber share market is not bad, in spite of the flatness 
of the raw stuff. There is, of course, no business worth men- 
tioning. Sellers are conspicuously absent, and there are a 
few buyers who take the longer view 1n regard to the future 
of the rubber industry, and are laying in small parcels of 
shares in the good companies at the present prices. One or 
two concerns, 1t may be observed incidentally, are having no 
little difficulty to raise money at this present juncture. The 
armament group is also better. Armstrongs provided some- 
thing of a pleasant disappointment by declaring a dividend 
making 10 per cent. for the vear, less tax, as against 124 per 
cent., free of tax, a year ago. The price rose from 178. 3d. to 
Iss. 3d. In view of the recent results achieved by certain 
kindred companies, Armstrongs are deemed to have done well, 
and Vickers, both ordinary and tax-free preference, hardened 
in sympathy to 12s. 6d. and 14s. 3d. respectively. 


„SHARE LIST OF ELEOTRICAL OOMPANIES. 


': Houe ELECTRICiTY COMPANIES. 


Dividend Price 
— March 21, Yiela 
1919. 1920. 1921. Rise or fall. p. o. 
Brompton Ordinary.. ee eo 12 13 (1 — +$ £912 0 
Oharing Cross Ordinary T 7 8 82xd — 10 13 4 
do. do. do. A Pret. .. 4$ 43 af = 8 8 8 
Chelsea.. T TII oe 4 0 =s 910 6 
City of London 4 8 e ee 18 14 25] + 6d. 11 4 0 
o. do. 6 percent. Pref... 6 le/- + 6d. 618 4 
Connty of London ee ee ee 8 8 71 mM 10 6 6 
do. do. 6 percent. Pref. 6 6 8$ — 7565 
Kensington Ordinary ee eo 1 9 4 — 11 5 0 
London Bleotrio ee ee ee 94 94 1 =, 7 10 0 
do. do. 6peroent. Pref... 86 6 22 — 1018 9 
Me tan.. , oe 1 Pret ee 40 ü 212 + é 15 A 
"do. r cent. Tm 2 - 
B. James' Ne Fil Hail ee ee 12 12 — 10 0 0 
South London ee ee ee 6 -— — 9 2 10 
Westminster Ordinary .. ee 10 10 b + 3 10 0 0 
'(lTELEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES, 
er bi ux j Es 
Anglo-Am. Tel. . ee oe — 8 
: do. Det. PT ee 83/6 13 18 — 9 7 6 
Ohile Telephons ee ee ee 8 54 E 76 6 8 
Oaba Zub. Ord. ee oe eo 7 7 64 +$ *10 15 4 
Bastern Extension .. T ee 10 10 16 ＋ 6 5 0 
Bastern T 0 O s. ee ee [IJ 8 10 1160 — 6 4 7 
Globe Tel. and T. Ord. ee eo 8 10 1 x d — 6 8 0 
do. . do. Pret. eo eo 6 fxd — 6 18 4 
5 Tel, ee oe a 10 203 — . " : 
O-Iouropean eo oo oe . = 
Marconi ee eo ee ee 25 25 Aig + ve ee 
Oriental Telephone Ord. .. . 10 12 Nl — 5 9 7 
United R. Plate Tel. oe ‘eo 8 8 63 — 6 10 8 
West India and Panama .. . 1/3 Nil 15 = Nil 
Western Telegraph.. se oo 8 10 - 26 5 0 
ET ni kd Hon RaiLs, W 
ne D - 1919 1929 ` 
Centra] London Ord. Assented . 4 4 483 — 9 40 
Metropolitan ee ee. ee ee i 13 $2 + 1 6 16 4 
Undorgio endi bio Ordinary” Ni Nü —'u = Nil 
ectrio nary = | 
o. do. A . Ni Ni - 6j- — Nil 
do. do, Inoome .. 4 3 68 T1 8083 
"C Foreign TRAus, &c. 
. . 1918 1919 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref... Nil 5) 28 - 10 9 6 
do. do. 2nd Pref. .. Nil N 8$ ome Nil 
do, do. 6 % Deb, oe 5 5 59 on 8 8 0 
Brasil Tractions ee ee [E Nil Nil 8 — Nil 
British Columbia Elec. Rly. Pfee. 5 6 56 — 818 6 
do. do.  Deferred N 8 X9 t — 11 17 6 
0. do. Deb. ee 4 W 6 — 7 11 8 
Mexico Trams 6 percent. Bonds. N i 87 -9 Nil 
do. 6 per cent. Bonds. Nil Nil 21 —2 Nil 
do. ef. ee [27 Nil Nil 18 — Nil 
do. lst Bonds ee ee Nil Nil 59 - 2 4 Nil 
MANUFACTURING COMPANIES. 
Baboock & Wilcox .. ee ° 15 16 23 — 6 6 4 
British Aluminium Ord, .. ee 10 10 17/6 +1/3 11 8 6 
British Insulated Ord. oe ee 124 16 14 LM f lu 0 0 
Oallenders 63 ee oe eo oo 263 63 Ux ＋ d " 18 : 
" soe ee ee fie) — 8 
Oastner-Kellnen cf „ 20 17 23 — 112 9 
Crompton Ord. > .. T ee 10 10 18,9 — 14 11 0 
Edison -Swan ee ee ee 10 10 10f- — — 
do. do. 6 per cent. Deb. [IJ b 70 — 7 * 10 
Electrio Construotion ee ee 10 10 15/9 — 12 14 0 
English Electric  .. «s e» = 8 11/- — 1411 0 
Do. Pret. - . = 6 18/6 — 8 17 10 
Gen. Elec, Pref, .e . 63 63 18 / — 6d. 1465 
0: rd, ee ee "T 10 10 29J- 4 €d. *8 13 10 
Henley ..  .. co cf cf © 15 là — 10 18 2 
do. 4} Pret.. ee . ee ee 44 44 ue 6 18 6 
India-Rubber. e. ee ee ee 10 10 -—À — 
Met.-Vickers Pref, ee 9e ee — 8 12 — 9 17 0 
Biemens Ord... ee oe ee 10 10 90/ — *9 15 39 
Telegraph Con, oe ee eo 2 20 20) xd ti *016 3 


* Dividends paid free of Income "l'ax. 


MARKET QUOTATIONS, 


IT should be remembered, in making use of tho figures appearing 
in the following list, that in some cases the prices are only general 
and they may vary according to quantities and other circumstances, 


Tuesday, March 21st. 


Latest Fortnight’s 

a Acid, Oxalio .,. . ... e. œ per lb. IE làd. dec 
a Ammoniac Sal 328 S .. per ton 47 E 

a Ammonia, Muriate (large crystal) " £65 8 

a Bisulphide of Carbon M "m " = wee 

a Borax m m eee s.. eee oe £31 £i dec 
a Copper Bul hate eve [IT] ove ul 685 aoe 

a Potash, Chlorate ..  ... . Per lb. 63d. à dec. 
a as Perchlorate ooo eee 7 10d. eve 

a hella... , per OWS. 415 £1 dec. 
a Sulphate of Magnesia sic ee per ton £16 zit 

a Sulphur, Sublimed Flower 155 m £20 £1 dee. 
a LL) Lump ecc [II eve 97 £18 eee 

a Soda, Chlorate des SA .. per lb. 44d. "m 

a , C stale eee ooo 0 Per ton £1 ove 

a Bodium chromate, casks .. per lb. M- Ken 

METALS, &c. l 

p Babbitt's Metal Ingots  ... .. per ton 496 to 4800 hed 

c Brass (rolled metal 2” to 19" basis) per lb. llid. id. dec. 
c€ „ Tubes (solid drawn)... 82 ú M11 to 1/2 a3 

c n Wire, basis .., e M 77 1 id. dec. 
c Copper Tubes (solid drawn)  ... " 1/31 ^ 

c „ Bars (best selected) , per ton £111 £2 dec. 
C [m Bheet coo eve oon wee 97 8114 £2 dec. 
€ Rod s.. "P" ove ecc M 114 £2 dec. 
4 „% (Electrolytic) Bars ae n £71 £1 dec. 
d oe [I] Sheets ose se 4143 ova 

d uvu ji Wire Rods., " £51 £1 dcc. 
d $$ H.C. Wire.. per lb. ilid. àd. dec. 
f Hbonite Rod ee 00 LIII eee oe 876 woe 

f 90 Bheet m eve m oF BJ- eva 

"n German Bilver Wire soo ecc 9» 2/9 oe 

h Gutta-percha, fine ... ME " 14/- to 16j- oe 

h India-rubber, Para fine. - T 1tád. A 

i Iron Pig (Cleveland Warrants) ... per ton Nom, 

» Wire, galv. No. B, P.O. qual. " £45 


l 

g Lead, English Pig [Td [II eot op £2) 58. 

g Meroury eee eee con ooe [2d per bot. £19 10 to £12 15 
e Mica (in original cases) small .. per lb. 44. to 4j- 


€ n T TI medium.. " 5/- to 10/- 

@ 77 99 large MEL) "n to W / & up 

p Phosphor Bronze, plain castings s" 1/4 to 1/9 me 

p i „ rolled bars and rods bi 2/1 to 2/6 ld. to 3d. dec. 


» rolled strip & sheet ^ 


p " Id. to 2d. dec. 
d Silicium Bronze Wire - .. per lb. 1/4 M 


r Steel, Magnet, in bars eve eoe » 1/8 FT 

n Tin, Block (English) sue per ton 4158t5 £154 £5 to £3 inc. 

n „„ Wire, Nos. 1 to 168 ... per lb. 4J- 6d. dec. 

p White Anti-Iriction Metals „ per ton £78 to £800 on 
Quotations supplied by— 


. Ga. Boor & Oo, 
e Thos. Bolton & Sons, Ltd, 
d Frederiok Smith & Oo. 


e F. Wiggins & Sons. | Richard Johnson & Nephew, Lad 
f India Rubber, Gutta-Porcha and n P. Ormiston & Sons. 
Telegraph Works Co., Ltd, — —— 


r W. F. Dennis & Oo, 


Aircraft Lights.—To assist in the successful development 
of night-flying facilities for aircraft, experiments have been 
carried out at the Government terminal aerodrome at Croydon and 
along the route to the Channel coast with various types of aerial 
lighthouses, searchlights, pyrotechnic lights, and obstruction and 
landing lights. In order that those different forms may be tested 
by observation from the air, it has been arranged that the civil 
airship G. F. A. A. G. (late H M. Airship R 33), which is now carrying 
out mooring-mast experiments at Pulham airship station, will 
uadertake an observational flight along the London-Folkestone route. 
The observational flight will be carried out on the first suitable 
occasion. The ship will leave the mast at Pulham shortly after 
dusk, will proceed over London to the neighbourhood of Croydon 
aerodrome, and will test the range and efficiency of the aerial 
lighthouse and searchlights from the point of view of easy location 
of aerodromes. Observers will also decide on the value of certain 
pyrotechnic aids to navigation and examine the obstruction lights, 
and, if they are completed, the illuminated landing L's 
which are being fitted to provide & semi-automatio indication to 
aeroplane pilots of the direction and position in which they should 
land and take off. Observation will also ba made of a new Cone 
light which is being experimented with as & local pilotage light at 
aero iromes. This light is projected downwards on to a white cone, 
and, if found to be satisfactory, will be used as the main location 
light at civil aerodromes, the aerial lighthouse proper being 
reserved for marking intermediate points on routes. From Croydon 
the airship will proseed along the London-Continental route to 
Lympne, where she will survey from the air & spot that has been 
tentatively selected for an serial lighthousa, For observation 
purposes a small war-time lighthouse has been temporarily erected 
on the spot. The ship will then pass over the coastline, and will 
carry out observations of various types of marine lighthouses and 
light-veasela in the Channel and the North Sea which are visible 
from the air. During .the flight, wireless practice for direction- 
finding purposes will be carried out, and general wireless telegraph 
and telephone communication will be maintained with land 
stations, 
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THE INFLUENCE OF TRANSFORMER CONNECTIONS ON THIRD HARMONIC VOLTAGES & CURRENTS. 


By S. AUSTEN STIGANT, A.M.LE.E., M. Am. I. E. E. 2 


(Concluded from page 361.) . 


OBJECTIONABLE Features or Turrp Harmonics. 


These naturally come under two headings: (1) due 
to third harmonic currents; (2) due to third harmonic 
voltages, and they may be summarised as follows: — 

I. Due to third harmonic currents. 

(a) Overheating of transformer windings and of load. 

(b) Telephone and discriminative protective gear 
magnetic disturbances. | 

(c) Increased iron loss in transformers. 

2. Due to third harmonic voltages. 

(a) Increased transformer insulation stresses. 

(b) Electrostatic charging of adjacent lines and tele- 
phone cables. ` 


tym t 


Jie DS CL coe 


hold good irrespective of whether the transformer wind- 
ings are delta connected or star connected with a fourth 
wire. PI 

The only case where the circulation of the third har- 
monic currents is likely to become really serious in 
practice js where the transformer primary windings 
are connected in the interconnected star manner, the 
generator and transformer neutrals being joined to- 
gether, as mentioned previously in this article. 

16. It is well known that harmonic currents circulat- 
ing in lines paralleling telephone wires or through the 
earth where a telephone earth return is adopted, pro- 
duce disturbances in the telephone circuit. This is only 
of practical importance in transmission or distribution 


.: 


4. „0 


Fic. 11.—RECTANGULAR AND POLAR Co-ORDIN ATE FORMS OF FUNDAMENTAL AND THIRD-HARMONIC VOLTAGHS IN A SYMME- 
TRICAL THREE-PHASE, THRERE-WIRF, STAR-CONNECTED SYSTEM. 


(c) Possible resonance at third harmonic frequency of 
transformer windings and line capacity. 

These disadvantages may briefly be referred to as 
follows: | 

la. In practice, overheating of the transformer wind- 
ings and load due to the circulation of third harmonic 
current very rarely occurs, as care is generally taken 
to design the transformer so that the flux density in the 
core is not given too high a value which would increase 
the third harmonic component of the no-load current. 
Apart from the question of design, a transformer might, 


of course, have a higher voltage impressed upon it than 


that for which it was originally designed, but in this 
case (which also seldom occurs), the increased heating 
from the iron loss due to the resulting higher induction 
would be much more serious than the increased heating 
in the transformer windings due to larger values of 
the third harmonic circulating current. These remarks 


lines of some length (as distinct from short connections 
to load), and then as a rule only occurs with the star 
connection using a fourth wire, which wire may be one 
of the cable cores or the earth. 

Similar interference may take place in the pilot cores 
of discriminative protective gear systems, and unless 
special precautions are taken relays may operate when 
the main power circuit is quite normal. 

The remedy is, of course, obvious, and consists either 
of using a delta connected transformer winding or 
omitting the fourth wire and earthing at one point of 
the circuit only. | 

lc. In the case of three-phase core tvpe transformers 
using a star/star connection, it has been proved experi- 
mentally* that a fourth wire connection on the primary 


Transformer Core Loss as Affected by Triple Har- 


monics," by H. M. Lacey and C. H. Stubbings. The Elec- 


trician, September 17th, 1915, p. 874. 
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side between transformer and generator neutrals (which 
allows the circulation of third harmonie currents), re- 
sults in an increase of the iron loss in the transformer 
of a figure of the order of 20 per cent. higher than that 
given with the neutrals disconnected. This figure is, 
of course, variable according to the design of the trans- 
former and the impedance of the primary circuit. The 
conditions are similar for single-phase transformers. 

2a. It has been pointed out previously that with the 
three-wire star connection and isolated neutral a 
voltage occurs from the neutral point to ground having 
a frequency of three times the fundamental, so that 
while measurement between the lines and from lines to 
neutral indicate no abnormality, a measurement from 
neutral to ground with a sufficiently low reading volt- 
meter would indicate the magnitude of the third har- 
monic. In practice with single-phase transformers the 
third harmonic voltages may reach a magnitude or 60 
per cent. of the fundamental, and this is a measure of 
the additional stress on the transformer windings to 
ground. While due to the larger margin of safety it 
may not be of great importance in the case of ordinary 
power distribution transformers, it’ will have consider- 
able influence on the reliability of transformers as higher 
voltages are approached. 

2b. Due also to the conditions outlined in 2a, star 
connected banks of single-phase transformers connected 
to an overhead line or underground cable, and operated 
with an earthed or unearthed neutral will result in an 
electrostatic charging at third harmonic frequency of 
adjacent power and telephone cables. This produces 
abnormal induced voltages to ground, if the adjacent 
circuits are not earthed, the whole of the circuit being 
raised to an indefinite potential above ground even 
though the voltages between lines remain normal. The 
insulation to ground, therefore, becomes unduly 
strained, and the life of the apparatus probably is 
reduced. 

2c. A further danger due to the conditions outlined 
under 26 is the possible resonance which may occur at 
third harmonic frequency of the transformer windings 
with the line capacity. This can occur if the trans- 
former neutral 1s earthed or unearthed, and the pheno- 
menon occurs perhaps more frequently than is usually 
appreciated, but due to the present-day complicated 
networks, and the resulting large damping constants, 
the magnitude of the quantities is such as often to 
render the disturbances innocuous. 
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have been built up from data relating to the hysteresis 
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kindly ‘supplied by Messrs. Joseph Sankey, Ltd., of 
Bilston, to whom the author expresses his cordial thanks. 
He is also considerably indebted to Mr. H. M. Lacey, 
B.Sc., for his co-operation in mathematically analysing 
the non-sinusoidal wave forms contained in this article, 
and to Mr. A. C. Turner for the preparation of the 
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APPENDIX. 


As, in practice, third harmonic voltages rather than 
currents are more likely to give trouble, it will be 
profitable to study the phenomena a little further. 
Fig. 11 is given, which shows the rectangular co-ordi- 
nate method of wave construction translated into the 
polar co-ordinate forin in which the angle represents 
time, one complete revolution equalling one period or 
1+f seconds. Taken in conjunction, the two forms 
vive a very complete illustration of the progressive varia- 
tion of the quantities involved while the polar diagram 
in particular provides a clear insight into the influence 
of the harmonic. 

Fig. lla is in part a reproduction of fig. 8, which 
shows the resultant voltage waves to ground in a sym- 
metrical three-phase three-wire star-connected system, 
with different positions of the third harmonic com- 
ponent. In addition, the voltage waves between lines 
are shown, and these illustrate the well-known fact that 
no matter what the relative position of harmonic and 
fundamental may be the third harmonic voltages in 


the phases cancel out and leave the line voltages free 
from their influence. In fig. lla the various letters 
have the following significance :— 

An, Bn, Cn = fundamental sine waves of phase volt- 
ages. 

On = third harmonic sine wave voltage component. 

AO, BO, CO = resultant waves of voltages to ground. 

A-B, B-C, C-A = sine waves of voltages between lines. 

Fig. 115 shows the polar diagrams corresponding to 
the different rectangular co-ordinate diagrams of fig. 
lla for a system having an unearthed neutral. The 
diagrams show clearly the locus of the voltage vectors 
of the neutral point to ground, the lines to ground, and 
the line to line. The first and third of these, it will 
be noticed, are true circles having their centres at the 
point O,“ thus indicating that the voltage from the 
neutral point to ground and also the voltages between 
lines follow the sine law. The non-sinusoidal charac- 
teristic of the voltages from each line to ground is 
indicated by the expansion and contraction of the curve 
representing the locus of the line voltage to ground 
vectors, and the four cases given, corresponding to 
different positions of the harmonic, indicate that the 
locus curves are identical in shape, varying only in 
their relative position. That is, their maximum and 
minimum values occur at different angles or instants 
of time, this alone accounting for the different shapes 
of the resultant waves AO, BO, and CO, in the diagrams 
of fig. lla. The angular distances between the maximum 
and minimum values of the locus curves of the line 
voltages to ground vectors remain constant. To show 
just how the radial vectors themselves are affected, the 
conditions at two definite instants are given, the instants 
being 20 degrees of the fundamental apart; their cor- 
responding position is also shown in the diagrams of 
fig. lla. In all cases the vertical components of the 
radial vectors will be found to be equal to the heights 
of the corresponding waves above or below the zero line 
of fig. lla. 

Fig. lle shows the polar diagrams for the same in- 
stances as given in figs. lla and 116, but for the case 
where the neutral point of the system is earthed. "These 
diagrams show that earthing the neutral in no way 
affects the locus of the voltage vectors of the lines to 
ground or the line to line, nor does it affect the minimum 
and maximum values of tlie former, or the instants at 
which they attain these values. As the neutral point 
is earthed, the third harmonic voltages appear at the 
line ends of the vectors representing the phase voltages. 
with the result, as shown, that for the cases of unearthed 
and earthed neutrals the voltage stresses on the system 
so far as third harmonics alone are concerned remain 
the same. 


Cable Protection, — The Technical Review abstracts 
an article from the A.E.G. Mitteilungen by H. Pfannkuch 
regarding a cable protection system devised by the author. 

With the Merz-Price and other protective systems. defective 
cable lengths are usually cut out without affecting the rest 
of the networks, but short circuits between phases or from 
phases to earth are not avoided. The system devised by 
Herr Pfannkuch is claimed to remedy this defect. It consists 
in lightly insulating the wires of the outer layer of each 
cable core from each other and from the inner portion of the 
conductor by means of a very light paper lapping. The wires 
of the outer layer are then divided into two groups, and by 
means of small series transformers at each end one group is 
slightly raised in voltage. and the other slightly lowered with 
relation to the central core. The difference is of the order of 
20/50 volts. Electrical stress under fault conditions renders 
the light insulation conductive, and removes this potential 
difference, releasing a super-imposed current which operates a 
switch. There is said to be no appreciable difference in cable 
diameter or cost over the ordinary type. 

The method adopted is reminiscent of the means proposed 
by Mr. L. R. Lee, in an article contributed to the ELFCTRICAL 
REVIEW,“ a short time ago, to determine the condition of 
the lead sheath and insulation of a cable. In this case, how- 
ever, the outer wires were composed of pairs of dissimilar 
metals lightly insulated from one another and from the cable. 
The ingress of water, due to faulty sheathing, caused a small 
current to be set up by the couples, deflecting the needle 
of a connected galvanometer. 

Maintenance Insulation Tests on Electric Cables,” 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW, July 30th, 1920, p. 154, 
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THE APPLICATION OF ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVES TO MAIN-LINE RAILWAY TRACTION. 


By LIEUT.-COL. H. E. O'BRIEN, D.5.0., A. M. I. E. E. 


(Abstract of paper read before the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS.) 


AT the present time there are about 1,200 electric locomotives 
in service on the railways of the world. Three-phase and 
&ngle-phase motors did not lend themselves to compact de- 
sigus, particularly if speed variation was to be obtained 
economically, and, therefore, improved design of d.c. motors 
led to a tendency to revert to the use of the geared d.c. 
motor, which has now become simpler to construct, more 
efficient, flexible, compact, and cheaper to maintain than the 
other types; e.g., commutators as now designed give practi- 
cally no trouble, and brushes and contactors can run for 
long periods without attention. "To illustrate the reliability 
of motors and equipment designed even so long as 16 years 
ago, an extension of the figures presented to the Institution 
of Mechanical Engineers by Sir J. A. F. Aspinall in his pre- 
sidential address in 1909, and the schedule of overhaul periods 
adopted on the Manchester and Bury line with the most 
modern designs are given by the author in appendixes. The 
commutators of the Manchester and Bury motors give indica- 
tions of having an indefinite life, while on the Liverpool and 
Southport line 90 per cent. of the original commutators are 
still running. Desire for simplicity in the construction of the 
locomotive, a much extended knowledge of the design and 
manufacture of gears (the average life of the gears on the 
Liverpool and Southport line has been 300,000 miles, and of 
the pinions 200,000 miles), and the necessity for preserving 
space in the superstructure for control gear, has also inclined 
designers in this direction. ‘The original commitments have 
influenced the practice in different countries; generally the 
a.c. motor driven by a rod linkage is the more favoured on 
the Continent, while the Anglo-Saxon opinion tends towards 
the geared d.c. motor. 

Design.—Electric locomotives fall into two main divisions: 
Freight, the maximum speed of which need not exceed 45 
m.p.h.; and passenger, which must be capable of a maximum 
speed of 70 m.p.h. The characteristic torque of an electric, as 
compared with a steam locomotive, is such as to enable the 
draw-bar pull of the electric locomotive to be maintained at 
lower speeds in a way that 1s not possible with a steam loco- 
motive. "This characteristic makes the high acceleration of 
the suburban electric passenger train practicable. On a 
heavily graded line an electrically hauled train will maintain 
hizher speeds on the up grade, and will be equally fast, if 
required, down grade; hence, for fast schedules on lines with 
gradients, the electric locomotive need not be capable of as 
high a maximum speed as the steam locomotive, and the 
electric locomotive on a line containing grades enables a 20 to 
30 per cent. faster schedule to be maintained. The increase 
in schedule is also partly due to the possibility of the regenera- 
tive braking, and to a small extent due to the more rapid 
acceleration of the train from rest. In the Zossen experiments 
a speed of 19) m.p.h. was obtained with a coach carried on 
two six-wheel bogies; on the Liverpool and Southport line 
and the Manchester and Bury line 60 m.p.h. is attained with 
perfect steadiness, in the former case on a road bed with a 
sand foundation. When the bogies are placed together and 
carry a heavy superstructure the natural period of the whole 
vehicle is increased and oscillation tends to occur at high 
speeds; it has, therefore, become general practice to provide 
high-speed electric locomotives, whether the driving wheels 
are carried in a fixed frame or in bogies, with carrying axles 
fore and aft, either of the pony, radial, or bogie type, whereas 
practice again has shown that for goods locomotives no carry- 
ing axles are necessary. Excessive wear on curves due to the 
low centre of gravity of the motor bogies of suburban electric 
coaches. has led to a desire to raise the centre of gravity of 
the bogie, and incidentally of the whole locomotive. The 
heizht of the centre of gravity of a motor bogie coach is 
43 in., whereas that of a steam locomotive of comparable power 
js 53 in. As long as the geared design of motor is adhered to, 
the onlv possible method of increasing the height of the centre 
of gravity is to rotate the motor into a vertical position. In 
the case of a 950-h.p. motor on a 42-in. wheel, this involves 
carrying a dead weight of approximately 4 tons on the axle, 
instead of 9 tons. as in the case of nose suspension: a com- 
promise is to tilt the motor at 45 deg. By the use of a quill 
the motor weight can be entirely spring borne, but at the 
expense of complication of moving and, therefore, depreciating 

arta. 

P^ This design is comparatively untried, and little is known 
about its maintenance costs. In anv case the room required 
in the superstructure for accessories precludes anv greater 
raising of the centre of gravitv than ig given bv tilting the 
motors to 45 deg.: a 25 per cent. increase in the height of the 
centre of gravitv of wheel axle and motor resulting in only 
a 13 per cent. increase in the dead weight on the axle. The 
motor weight is approximately 25 per cent. of the total loco- 
motive weight. As the electric locomotive will in general 
he designed with a 58-in. wheel to obtain better adhesion. 
form of tooth in the gearing, and lower journal speeds, this 
in itself raises the centre of gravity of the motors by 8 in., 


as compared with the usual motor bogie design for suburban 
services in which a 42in. wheel is the maximum diameter 
used. If the motors are carried on bogies, the bogie tends to 
behave as a separate vehicle so far as lateral movements 
induced by a low centre of gravity are concerned. ‘The raising 
of the centre of gravity 18, therefore, more important in the 
bogie type of locomotive than where motor axles are carried 
in frames to which the superstructure is rigidly attached. 
The use of bogies carrying motors, so far as high-speed electric 
locomotives are concerned, appears to involve an undesirable 
complexity for any 4-motor unit, as the rigid wheel base in 
such a case will not exceed that of a 0—8—0 steam locomotive, 
while a larger degree of side play in the boxes will be permis- 
sible than is the case with the steam locomotive with coupling 
rods. Where it 18 deairable to use 6-motor units, an articulated 
2—6 + 6—2 design will be cheaper to build and give better 
results in running than a similar design with a loose super- 
structure carried on bogies. 

The maximum steam locomotive draw-bar pull occurs at 
starting, and falls off continuously with increase in speed, 
whereas the maximum draw-bar pull can be maintained in 
the electric locomotive up to from one-third to a half of its 
maximuin speed. Higher speeds on up grades can, therefore, 
be maintained without increase in the maximum draw-bar 
stresses imposed on the train couplings, and as the maximum 
draw-bar b.p. of typical powerful British steam locomotives 
does not exceed 900 h.p., it may be assumed that for many 
years to come no electric locomotive exceeding 1,500 draw-bar 
continuous h.p. will be required on English railways. No 
motor exceeding 250 h.p. is likely to be required for British 
railways, as a combination of six such motors will give 1,200, 
or two four-motor equipments in multiple unit will give 


1.600 draw-bar h.p. 


A 4/1 gear ratio is sufficient to give as high a tractive effort 
as can be utilised with a 58-in. wheel on a locomotive on 
English railways with a 250-h.p. motor unit. Such a motor 
with a rated h.p. speed of 600 r.p.m. and a maximum speed 
of 1,200 r.p.m. would give a maximum speed of 45 m.p.h. with 
a 4/1 gear, and 90 m.p.h. with a 2/1 gear. 

The usual gear construction, with the gear pressed and 
keyed on to the axle, gives rise to torsional stresses which 
invariably produce fracture near the wheel seat. The axles 
of the L. & Y. motor cars equipped with 150-h.p. motors 
run an average of 170,000 miles before signs of incipient 
fracture occur. The failures of axles could probably be com- 
pletely eliminated by keeping the gear wheel clear of the axle 
and transmitting the drive directly to twin gears bolted and 
pressed directly on to the wheel centres. 

The value of utilising the full number of motor combinations 
in 4- or 6-motor equipments has not been proved in suburban 
traction owing to the greater weight and complication involved 
and the short period of acceleration, but for locomotive 
work the acceleration periods are bound to be much longer, 
and much greater speed variations are required; hence for 
main-line work the full number of combinations will be found 
essential, and the cost and complexity due to the number of 
contactors will have to be overcome either by standardisation 
and quantity manufacture or by reversion to the type of con- 
trol employed on the Liverpool and Southport line. The direct 
control system has but two disadvantages, its inadaptability to 
double heading with a single engine crew, and the rather 
heavier manual work thrown on the driver. It has been 
shown that a single electric locomotive within the standard 
loading gauge can handle heavier and faster trains than any 
steam locomotive that can be designed for British conditions, 
and that such a locomotive will not exceed 1,500 rated h.p. 

Operation.—The advantages of the electric locomotive from 
an engineering point of view may be briefly enumerated :— 

1. Mechanical efficiency is constant for any given tractive 
effort throughout the life of the locomotive, while that of the 
steam locomotive diminishes, particularly as regards the boiler, 
in progressively increasing ratio to the time it has been out 
of the shops. 

2. No coal and no water has to be carried; as the weight 
of coal, water, tanks, and tender represents 90 tons per loco- 
motive on the average, the electric locomotive on this score 
alone has increased hauling power of two loaded 5-ton wagons, 
or one bogie coach per train. 

3. The mechanical efficiency is probably higher than that 
of the steam locomotive, even at full loads. Hobart shows 
that the efficiency of collector shoe to draw-bar for medium 
speeds is in the neighbourhood of 40 per cent. Actual dynamo- 
meter car tests show a mechanical efficiency of the steam 
locomotive of 72 per cent. at 40 m.p.h. for a 2—6—0 tyne. 
with a 5 ft. 8 in. wheel, and 82 per cent. for a 2—8—0 type 
at A) m.p.h. with a 4 ft. 6 in. wheel. Owing to the efficiency, 
characteristic of the series traction motor, trains can be run 
more efficiently than with a steam locomotive, for the effi- 
ciency remains practically constant from full to half load, 
which is not the case with a reciprocating engine and boiler; 
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hence the electric locomotive can, without loss of efficiency, 
handle a wider range of loads than the steam locomotive. 

4. The tractive effort is more even, the gain in adhesion 
being of the order of 2U per cent. With a steam locomotive 
the slipping that occurs may often take place for a portion 
of a revolution only, and slipping that starts with a full 
regulator opening, results in a momentarily reduced coefficient 
of friction between rail and wheel and continues until the 
regulator 1s closed. With the series motor, on the other hand, 
the back e.m.f. rises, due to the increased speed, and the 
current and torque are automatically reduced. 

5. The repairs are smaller. An electric locomotive may be 
expected to run 100,000 miles without failure or renewals of 
anything except brushes. The average life of the principal 
parts of the Liverpool and Southport motor cars is given 
below; the average for locomotives on main-line working, 
which is much less severe as regards the electrical equipment 
than a suburban service, might be expected to be double 


these :— Miles. 
Armature life between rewinds ... . 131,250 
Gear life between renewals S00 250,000 
Armature bearing life ee ee "e m b 13,000 
Average life of a steam locomotive boiler to coinplete 

renewal d ns 212,000 


It should be borne in mind that the design of standard 
electric locomotives for main-line. work in this country can 
be commenced on the basis of a Wealth of experience gained 
in the much severer service of high-speed electric traction. It 
is stated by Mellenry that the actual coal economy effected 
by electrification on the New York, New Haven, and Hartford 
Railroad was: Passenger services 50, freight services OU, and 
shunting services 66 per cent., while the cost of repairs per 
enginennile was expected to be less than half. The substitu- 
tion of the electric for the steam locomotive Would effect an 
economy of not less than 33 per cent. in repairs, and 50 per 
cent. in coal consumption. It should be further taken into 
account that the repairs to electric locomotives do not in 
general demand any complete dismantling of the locoinotive; 
the repairs are confined to the periodic removal of the wheels 
for turning, and the motor armatures for rewinding at much 
longer intervals. 

(6) No washing out of boiler or removal of ashes, (7) less 
cleaning, and (5) less lubricant required, 0.019750 pint per 
mile, Liverpool and Southport and Manchester and Bury cars 
approximately 80U h.p. rated motor capacity; 0.0726 pint per 
nile, average of Lancashire and Yorkshire locomotives, (9) no 
detentions due to lack of steam, (10) less failures, causing 
interruption of traffic, (11) more rapid shunting, (12) regene- 
rative braking possible, (13) no turn-tables required, (14) cheap 
and efficient supply of electricity for lighting, cranes, &c., (15) 
roads now used by engines going to and from shed to turn, 
for water or for coal, would be available for traffic purposes, 
(16) more than half the wagons now used for locomotive coal 
would be freed for other traffic, equal to 2.4 per cent. of the 
whole wagon stock, (17) owing to the more continuous use 
inade of the locomotives, and the consequent smaller number, 
at least 33 per cent. of the locomotive sheds and shed yards 
could be devoted to other purposes, (18) the electric locomotive 
within the standard minimum load gauge of the British Isles 
can be made dU per cent. more powerful than any existing 
steam locomotive. Any necessity for strengthening bridges 
to meet the needs of more powerful locomotives could be 
obviated by a general electrification. One of the serious 
problems in connection with increasing the load gauge im 
the British Isles to the Continental load gauge would be the 
consequent necessity for strengthening the bridges and 
viaducts to meet the more powerful steam locomotives which 
would have to be used, (19) double heading with a single 
train crew is possible, (20) automatic increase of torque with 
reduction in speed enables tonnage loading to be maintained 
over variable grades without reduction in schedule. 

The disadvantages are: (1) Liability of hold-up of all trains 
due to failure of power supply, (2) difficulty in heating 
existing carriage stock, (3) in controlling acceleration in shunt- 
ing operations, (4) arising from presence of a trolley wire or 
third rail and the collection therefrom, (5) in arranging loco- 
motive and stock workings to give the locomotives the con- 
tinuous use of which they are capable, (6) assumed higher 
cost per ton of electric locomotive as compared with a steam 
locomotive of same maximum horse-power. 

Difticulty (3) can be overcome by the use of all four or all 
six motors in series and the use of liberally proportioned 
resistances and bv field control; the a.c. motor has an advan- 
tage in this respect in a greater number of running speeds 
being available. Regarding (4), the trolley is inflexible with 
regard to extensions, and difficult to install or repair without 
interruption to traffic, and is a serious obstruction. to the 
breakdown crane. The third rail is an obstruction on the 
track and, therefore, objectionable inherently; it is rather a 
serious obstruction to the ordinary maintenance of the track 
and intolerable in sidings where much shunting is done. The 
probability is that in main-hne electrification the third rail 
will be used where track complications are not great and 
where little shunting is done; the trolley elsewhere. In Great 
Britain there exist two types and three positions of the third 
rail, three d.c, and one alternating voltage, but the most 
‘suitable voltage of supply remains undecided. The author 
does not consider that the existence of the comparatively few 


suburban electrifications at 600 or 1,200 volts should militate 
against the adoption of a standard of 1,500 volts. The use of 
1,900 volts 1s desirable solely for the sake of future main-line 
electrification work for the economy arising from concen- 
trating the sub-station machinery in fewer sub-stations. It is 
practicable to operate Jocomotives at two voltages, but the 
facility 1s dearly bought as regards first cost and maintenance. 
The suburban electrifications that exist at 600 volts are almost 
self-contained, and on the short mileages where main-line 
stock utilises suburban tracks, duplication. of th& collecting 
System by putting the higher voltage overhead is preferable 
to saddling the muin-lme system with other motors per- 
manently in series and additional contactors. In some few 
cases half-speed operation of the main-line locomotives would 
meet all requirements. 

The cost of electric locomotives is high, but this is due 
more to the experimental nature of the designs and the smal! 
number built to any particular design rather than to any 
inherent feature of the electric locomotive. ‘The frames, 
Wheels, brake rigging, draw gear, and superstructure ot an 
electric locomotive. should cost no more than in the case of 
a steam locomotive. These items represent approximately 
60 per cent. of the total weight. The cost of an electric loco- 
motive built in large quantities and to standardised designs 
should not exceed that of a steam locomotive:capable of doing 
the same work. 

Financial Aspect.—Deductions favourable to electrification 
have been drawn from general figures applying to the whole 
of the railways of Great Britain or the United Kingdom, but 
even as Indicating tendencies only, such figures must be taken 
with caution. There is a certain density of traffic below 
Which an economy will not be obtained sufficient to pay an 
adequate rate of interest on the capital expenditure in elec- 
trifying, or to provide a sinking and renewal fund. Even 
on the L. & Y. Railway there are many route iniles on which 
the traffic would not warrant electrification. A rough estimate 
of the cost of electrifying the whole of this railway on which 
traftic 1s so dense indicates that probably the return would be 
less than 3 per cent. The salient points are the very large pro 
portions of the total capital expenditure debited to the trans- 
mission (11.2 per cent.), track (40 per cent.), and locomotives 
(25 per cent.), and the very clear indication given of the sub- 
stantially greater return on capital expenditure which would be 
obtained by retaining steam operation for those services on 
which the expenditure per mile for fuel and repairs was low. 

It is evident that if electrification is to be regarded from 
the point of view of economy in operation denser traffic areas 
must be sought than are offered by the whole Lancashire and 
Yorkshire system, dense as is its traffic compared with the 
average for England and Wales. On the other side of the 
scale are the improved facilities offered for the movement of 
traffic and the possibilities of increased revenue. Given sound 
engineering design the ratio: Cost of power-producing plant/ 
cost of track equipment and locomotives will give a general 
indication of the probable commercial success of an electrifica- 
tion scheme. For a typical suburban electrification this ratio 
is approximately 1; in the case under consideration it is ap- 
proximately 0.25. 

It is evident that, in the case under consideration, if the 
track to be electrified could be reduced by one-half, while 
the number of locomotives required is only reduced by one- 
third, then. the total capital expenditure would be reduced 
to one-half, while the economies effected might only be re- 
duced by one-fifth. Immediate electrifications will be limited 
to densely trathcked sections of the main line when a maxi- 
mum continuous use can be obtained from both locomotives 
and track equipment, and where the expenditure on these 
items is such that the expenditure ratio is 0.5 or more. 

Conclusion.—The continuous use of both the locomotives 
and track is the key to the whole problem of main-line elec- 
trification in its financial aspect, and this is rather a railway 
than an electrical or mechanical engineering problem. It is 
for the engineer to design an electric locomotive sufficiently 
flexible to work efficiently either goods or passenger trains; 
those responsible for traflic operation have the equally difficult 
task of arranging the workings for the train services, which 
must suit the public convenience, in such a way as to secure 
the continuous use of the tractors, which is made. practicable 
by electric traction; not the least difficult point to be deait 
with in investigating this 1s the arrangement of the change- 
over from electric to steam haulage at the terminals of the 
electrification. It 1s also for the traffic department to deter- 
mine whether greater loads hauled and the higher average 
speeds and more rapid clearing of the block sections wili 
enable their work to be done so much more efficiently and 
economically as to compensate for the increased costs of 
locomotive operation consequent on such increased loading 
and acceleration. 

The author has endeavoured in a broad way to draw the 
conclusion, confirmed by what has been done on the Chicago. 
Milwaukee and St. Paul and ov the Italian and Swiss railways, 
that sufficient data and experience exist to enable the engineer 
to design electric locomotives of the type required, and to 
predetermine with accuracy the capital expenditure and operat- 
ing costs, but that the determination of the most suitable 
sections to electrify is essentially a traffic problem. He ven- 
tures to join in the plea for the immediate appointment of 
committees to deal with the standardisation of third-rail posi- 
tion and voltage, motors, gearing, contactors, and locomotives. 
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DISCUSSION AT BRISTOL. 


The paper was discussed at a meeting of the WESTERN 
CENTRE of the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS at Bristol 
on February 7th. : 

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. A. J. Newman), speaking with regard 
to the financial aspect, thought it would be & very long time 
before they would see main line electrification if 3 per cent. 
only were offered on the capital invested. 

Prof. F. Bacon inquired why & low centre of gravity led 
to severe wear on curves. Was there not a possibility of sub- 
stantial saving in rail wear on straight portions of the track, 
due to the reduced slip and improved adhesion resulting from 
the uniform character of the driving torque and the absence 
of only partially balanced reciprocating masses? 

Mr. W. NAIRN said the author, when dealing with regenera- 
tive braking, mentioned the special case of the Chicago, Mil- 
waukee & St. Paul Railway. That line, however, was a very 
&pecial case, as on one of the electritied portions the train 
started on the top of the Rocky Mountains and ran downhill 
for over 200 miles towards the Pacific. One could understand 
regenerative braking being a success in such a case, but he 
did not think the extra expense and complication would be 
justified in this country. The extra equipment on the St. 
Paul locomotives was a serious item; when regenerating, the 
motor fields were excited from separate d.c. generators driven 
from the locomotive axle, two of which generators of 50 kW 
capacity each were installed on each locomotive. The fields 
of those exciters were further separately excited from either 
a battery or a motor generator and were controlled by a motor- 
driven rheostat. He felt that such complications would not 
be justified in this country. With regard to axle failures, he 
agreed that the proper fixing of the gear wheel would appear 
to be to bolt it direct to the road wheel, and he would further 
suggest the fixing of gears to both road wheels and the 
replacement of the 250-h.p. motor with two 125-h.p. motors 
connected permanently in series, one armature being geared 
to each road wheel. That arrangement would only give 750 
volta across each armature instead of 1.500 volts, and he 
understood the 750-volt motor was not so liable to flash over 
as the 1,500-volt one. * 

Mr. I. A. D. PEDLER asked the author how he accounted 
for the 70 per cent. load factor. 

Mr. A. Wiis thought it might be of interest to say 
that last year he attended a demonstration of ''"Shunting ” 
by the somewhat unsatisfactory and perhaps inefficient battery 
locomotive. He was assured by the enginecr that the saving 
was more than 50 per cent., as it was possible to arrange 
the trains and place them on a special piece of track set out 
for the purpose, so that the main-line engine did not enter 
the actual goods siding. and he suggested that that might be 
a solution to the difficulty in connection with the third rail, 
or overhead network, on sidings. It was difficult to see why 
breakdowns should be expected more in sidings than on the 
main line, but where overhead wires were being used there 
was an unfortunate tendency to replace the soft aluminium 
collecting strip by materials of a much harder nature, such 
as copper or even steel. That must lead to excessive wear 
on the trolley wire and eventual breakages of the overhead 
hine. With reference to the author's comments in connection 
with pantograph current collectors, in most systems panto- 
graphs were controlled by compressed air; the pantograph 
was normally down, and was raised by the driver letting the 
air flow from the air chamber to the pantograph cylinder. 
Surely it would not be difficult for him to carrv out that 
operation when he saw a tunnel or obstruction ahead? As 
regarded the third rail, what was the possibilitv of trouble 
occurring in connection with the motors due to the constant 
making and breaking of the current as it would appear in 
such a country as this, where large towns were very close 
together, and the mass of crossings, points, junctions. &c.. 
would necessitate the constant breaking up of the third rail 
into sections? : 

Mr. T. Hoop said the advantages of a.c. for long-distance 
transmission had been on the Continent the factor which 
determined its use for railway electrification, and motors of 
the single-phase type, designed by Winter and Eichberg. 
appeared to have been satisfactory. Tt was true that when 
the electrification of the underground railwavs was proiected 
the controversial advantages of a.c. and d.c. formed the 
snhject of an inquiry. and finally the d.c. system advocated by 
the Americans was adopted. 

Mr. H. I. Rocrns, as a manufacturer of trolley standards. 
more particularly for tramways, was naturally in favour of 
overhead transmission rather than the third rail, but there 
were. probably. advantages in both. The automatic raising 
and lowering of the pantograph bow at certain points might 
he got over: In tramway work various devices had been 
monufactnured for raising and lowerine the arm in the ease 
of de-wiring, but the speed and weight of trains made the 
problem more difficult on railways. As regarded shunting, the 
author thanght there would he no reduction in the number 
of electric locomotives as comnared with the number of steam 
locomotives. Tha speaker had alwavs thought it was ane 
of the great advantages of electric over steam traction that 
chunting would he vere much simplified. and the much 
ereater mileace of the electrie lncamoativé before it was neces- 
evrv to overhaul) it must surely in itself mean a saving in 
the number of Incomotives involved in shunting. 

Mr. C. E. WADDINGTON explained that one reason why 


d.c. had been adopted was that batteries could be used for 
levelling up the loads on the peaks. 

Mr. W. A. CHAMEN considered geared motors hopeless for 
heavy continuous loads. "The financial aspect of the whole 
thing came as a bit of a shock to him. 

Mr. A. C. MACWHIRTER pointed out that the author advo- 
cated 1,500 volts, but in America 3.000 volts was adopted. 
He considered. standardisation was the one thing which ought 
to be forced right home in railway equipment. 

Mr. S. P. HAsLAM congratulated the author on the very fair 
manner in which he summed up the disadvantages and advan- 
tages of main-line electrification. Some of the disadvantages 
appeared almost insuperable. He thought the author had 
underestimated the mileage run by steam locomotives between 
repairs, and he considered 100,000 miles a fair figure. 


DISCUSSION AT LIVERPOOL. 


The paper was first read and discussed at the PRESTON Sup 
CENTRE on January th, 1920, and at the LIVERPOOL SUB- 
CENTRE of the NORTH-WESTERN CENTRE on March loth, 1020, 
but was not then available for publication. 

Prof. E. W. MAECHAN T, chairman of the Sub-Centre, pre- 
sided, and said Col. O'Brien had referred to the fact 
that, with electric trains, it would be possible to carry heavier 
loads than with steam traction, because of the more even 
distribution of the weight of the locomotive, but the speaker 
had understood from Mr. Roger T. Sinith’s presidential address 
that the largest expenditure in connection with electrification 
was involved in the alteration of the " structure gauge." Mr. 
Roger Smith made out a strong case, on commercial grounds, 
for the electritication of railways for goods tratlic, and the 
speaker thought that electrification for passenger traffic was 
likely to come about through the greater comfort of the 
passengers travelling in electrically-driven trains. 

Mr. J. SHAW quoted a number of figures from his own 
experience on the Mersey Railway of an average of three 
years’ working under steam and three under electricity on 
the same line of railway. The consumption per ton-mile during 
steam working was 0.453 lb. of coal costing 168. per ton, and 
during electrical working 0.436 lb. of slack at 8s. 9d. per ton, 
which showed a saving of practically the 50 per cent. quoted 
in the paper. The position of the motors and the horse-power 
to be adopted were closely allied. to the problem of design 
and strength of the axles. Col. O'Brien stated that on the 
Southport line the motor cars equipped with 150-h.p. motors 
ran an average mileage of 170,000 miles before incipient signs 
Gf fracture occurred. On the Mersey Railway they had re- 
cently had the first broken axle since electrical working com- 
menced 17 years ago. The majority of their axles were of 
American manufacture, and the one which broke was one of 
the few English axles which thev had in service: it was a 
motor-car axle, and had run 650,000 miles, and the fracture oc- 
curred between the running and the gear wheel. The sugges- 
tion of making the gear wheel part of the running wheel 
wonld appear to be worthy of serious consideration when 
dealing with motors of large power, but it would probably 
resolve itself into a question of whether it was cheaper to 
spend money on running wheel replacements or axle replace- 
ments. In the paper a comparison was made of the costs of 
steam and electric locomotives, the figures being respectively 
£000 and £1,500, but the speaker did not agree that that was 
a fair comparison. A steam locomotive when put into service 
had all the power to drive it. whereas an electric locomotive 
required a power house and a proportion of the cost of the 
power house plant and distributing system must be added 
to get a fair comparison of the relative values. The figures 
given with regard to the life of the parts showed that under 
electric traction the parts as they were designed 16 to 2 
years ago had stood remarkably well considering there was 
very little experience at that time. On the Southport line 
thev had 90 per cent. of their commutators in use, and on the 
Mersey line there had only been one replacement in 19 years. 
Their armatures were running about 131,000 miles between 
rewinds and those on the Mersey line about 380,000 miles. 

Mr. F. J. Teaco explained that Col. O'Brien's statement 
about the maximum locomotive draw-bar pull was as it stood 
questionable, because the maximum steam locomotive draw- 
bar pull depended upon the throttle opening and the point 
of ent-off, both of which were controlled by the driver. To 
avoid skidding it was unlikely that the driver would start 
“all-out and, therefore, it would be possible for him to 
increase his draw-bar pull for some time after starting. Col. 
O'Brien's curves showed that the steam locomotive sustained 
its draw-har pull at high speeds better than the electric loco- 
motive did. That was probably due to the low centre of 
gravitv of electric locomotives in general, which tended to 
make the vibration high. and caused a loss of adhesion; that, 
however. was a point of mechanical design which was being 
remedied. Undoubtedly electric traction would, even in this 
country. supersede steam traction, and Col. O'Brien had 
stated the reason clearly. 

Mr. S. E. Povey was of the opinion that the electrification 
of ma in-line railwave required early investigation. It would 
undoubtedly come from the necessity for the conservation of 
coal, and because electrification was cheaner than the present 
railway working: the elimination of smoke in the vicinitv of 
locomotive sheds and large sorting sidings was a feature. The 
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spring-quill drive would be necessary for motors of over 250 
or 300 h.p., but the use of the quill drive should be avoided 
if possible, hence he was in agreement with the author that 
the use of a number of 200 or 250-h.p. motors was preferable 
to the use of a few large motors. Ihe author had used the 
one hour rating in giving the b.p. of the locomotive, but 
on continuous goods and express-passenger services the con- 
tinuous rating of the motors would have to be taken into 
account. The conditions when working express-passenger or 
goods trains was much less severe than a suburban high-speed 
passenger train service. The experience already obtained of 
the maintenance of suburban electric railways showed that 
an electric locomotive could be designed to run continuously 
in trafüc for a week without any maintenance being required 
or the necessity for it being taken into the shed. Ile agreed 
with the author that the problem was now one for the traflic 
departments to arrange passenger and goods services to provide 
for continuous working of electric locomotives. 

Mr. J. HaMiLTON thought that the paper pointed to the 
need for further progress both in generation and application 
before they could claim that electricity should be the sole 
motive power for railways. ‘Taking the author's figures, nine 
"electric locomotives would do the work of twelve steam ones, 
and assuming 15 units at the power station per engine mile, 
had the railways of England and Wales been run electrically 
in 1913 it would have meant an annual output of approxi- 
mately 6,000,000,000 units, with an average haul load on the 
power station supplying them of the order of 750,000 kW. 

Mr. Lang hoped that before very long they would 
have electric traction all over the country. lt was perfectly 
obvious that in spite of the difficulties of being able to show 
the prospect of a financial success, the result always had been 
a financial success. In putting forward a scheme of that kind, 
electrical engineers were much too ditlident in making claims 
for success. AE l 

Mr. L. C. F. BeLLAMY pointed out that they had heard a 
lot about geared motors, and he regretted that time had not 
permitted the author going more deeply into the merits of 
the gearless motor, on the same principle as some locomotives 
that had been operated with remarkably good results for 
the past ten ycars on the New York terminal of the New 
York Central Railroad. If, by the adoption of the gearless 
motor they could eliminate gears, pinions, jack-shafts, and 
side-rods, together with both armature and suspension bear- 
ings, they ought to be prepared to make some sacrifice in 
the direction of extra weight of motor which would be neces- 
sary by reason of the comparatively low speed of the armature. 
The speaker also compared some of the author's conclusions 
with those of Messrs. Merz and McLellan, given in their 
report on the electrification of the South African railways. 
The author recommended (1) the third rail (with certain 
exceptions) as a conductor, whilst Merz and McLellan preferred 
overhead equipment; (2) a line voltage of 1.500, whilst Merz 
and McLellan regarded 3,000 as the ideal; (3) raising the centre 
of gravity of the locomotive, whilst Merz and McLellan 
emphasised the fact that it should be kept low. 

Mr. J. W. AsTLEY said that it was highly probable that the 
electrification of main lines would be on the third rail system 
with d.c. at 1.500 volts, whilst sidings, junctions, and probably 
large stations on main lines, would bé equipped on the over- 
head system. That would necessitate electric locomotives, 
&c., carrying both third-rail contact shoes and pantographs, 
but the change over from shoe to pantograph current collec- 
tion, to maintain continuity of current, presented no practical 
difficulties. With regard to double gears on the main axles 
which were now being tried to prolong the life of the axle, the 
speaker failed to see that very much benefit could be derived 
from that arrangement. Presuming that axle fractures were 
due mainly to crvstallisation consequent upon vibration being 
superimposed upon the torsional stresses, then the clearance 
and ultimate '' backlash " in the gears was sufficient to allow 
the torsional stresses to be effective, and as the vibrations 
were always there, the life of the axle must approximately 
remain the same. 

Major C. I. Morris said that the problem of gears and 
broken shafts appeared to occupy a large place in the discus- 
sion, but no speaker mentioned the possible use of paper 
pinions. or Citroen gears. Had they been tried? Those types 
of pinions had been used with some success on rolling mill 
induction motor drives, and the speaker imagined that the 
case in point was somewhat analogous. 

Mr. RETTIE discussed electrification in general, more especi- 
ally from the local point of view, and also gave some interest- 
ing facts relating to general features in the mechanical and 
electrical equipment of main and suburban lines. The follow- 
ing gentlemen also took part in the discussion: Major Carr, 
and Messrs. HOLLTUM and BOLTON. 

Lieut.-Ca]. H. E. O’Brien, in replying. explained that 
experience on the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway ranged 
from 600 to 1,500 volts; the principal advantage in operating 
at the higher voltage was due to the reduced arcing, both 
in the contactors and the commutators, owing to the smaller 
currents dealt with. There was a slightlv greater tendency 
to flash over; generally it was improbable that the higher 
voltages would involve either higher or lower maintenance 
costs. Dealing with the oscillation of the locomotive. a long 
vehicle with a bogey at each end ran, he said. quite steadily, 
but if the bogies were put close together and the weight of 
the superstructure increased, a tendency to oscillate occurred, 


and the bogie wheel base must be increased. As regarded 
twin gears, the North-Eastern Co. used them, and after run- 
ning 100,000 miles they were in excellent condition. How 
they would affect the life of the axle would not be determin- 
able till the mileage approached 300,000. They did not us 
any special steel for the axles on the Lancashire and York- 
shire system. Many of those axles had run a much longer 
mileage than that given as the average, but no doubt the 
axles were somewhat on the small side. The conditions of 
the South African railways were different from those in this 
country; in that case the length to be electrified would be 
several hundred miles, with traffic of comparatively small 
density. The less the density of the traffic and the longer the 
distance, the higher would be the most economical voltage, 
but there was no advantage in a high voltage with the density 
of traffic existing round London or Liverpool; higher voltages 
for suburban services were only required with a view to 
ultimate main-line electrification. Mr. Povey had been 
serving on a committee investigating the rating of motors; 
the one-hour rating was an unsatisfactory basis in many 
ways, but at the moment it was their only standard of com- 
parison. The electric locomotive maintained its draw-bar 
pull constant up to a predetermined point, dependent on the 
gear ratio and the train resistance, in a way a steam locome- 
tive could not. However, the actual horse-power of the 
electric locomotive fell continuously after a certain point, 
whereas the horse-power of the steam locomotive first in- 
creased and then decreased again. High acceleration did not 
produce much effect upon runs that exceeded 4 miles in length, 
but on a line with dense goods traffic very often the runs 
between stops were less than 4 miles long. With a modern 
power station in which superheated steam was supplied to 
high-speed turbines, the coal consumption with electric trac- 
tion would be probably 0.95 lb. per ton-mile, whereas even 
if superheaters were fitted to steam locomotives it would not 
he less than 0.4 lb. per ton-mile, which confirmed the author's 
figures showing that the substitution of electric traction 
for steam locomotives would cut the coal bill approxi- 
mately in half. 'The author's point was that so far as the 
stenm locomotive was concerned no advance was possible 
without increasing the structure gauge and if the Channel 
Tunnel was built it would be necessarv to enlarge the structure 
gauge to the Continental gauge. The Channel Tunnel was. 
however, not built yet and, so far as electric locomotives were 
concerned. the present structure gauges and bridges would 
accommodate electric locomotives of the maximum power it 
was practicable to use in this country. 


REVIEWS, 


A Handbook of Physics Measurements. By E. S. Ferry. 
Pp. 454; 27% figs. New York: John Wiley, 1918. London: 
Chapman & Hall. 2 volumes; price 9s. 6d. net each 
volume. 

What Kohlrausch’s Handbuch did for German physics 
students in the latter years of the nineteenth century, and 
what Watson's text book of practical physics did in 1945 for 
the English student, this handbook purports to do for the 
present-day physics students in the American colleges. Iu 
the words of the preface to volume one, the aim of the 
present work is to furnish the student of pure or applied 
sclence with a self-contained manual of the theory and manipu- 
lation of those measurements in physics which bear most 
directly upon his subsequent work in other departments of 
study and upon his future professional career.“ The book. 
therefore, covers fundamental physical measurements, pro- 
perties of matter, and optics, in Volume I, and vibratory 
motion, sound, heat, electricity and magnetism, in Volume Il. 
Each of these sections consists of two parts. The first includes 
definitions, a description of the apparatus and the general 
theory of the methods employed; in the second part of the 
chapter each determination is described with special reference 
to manipulation of the experiment and computation of the 
results. 

An introductory chapter deals with general notions concern- 
ing errors, degree of accuracy, methods of recording results, 
and the use of graphs. Chapter 2, which occupies nearly 10 
pages, treats of the principles of measurement and the pre 
perties of matter. The whole range of measuring instruments 
from the metre-stick to the planimeter are first described. 
followed by the balance and some notes on density, specific 
gravitv. friction, moment of inertia, elasticity, and viscosity. 
Then follows a series of 25 experiments designed to illustrate 
these properties. 

The second part of Volume I is devoted to optics, and here 
the same method of procedure has been adopted. Commenc, 
ing with light-units, the various methods and standards of 
photometry are discussed, followed by a brief treatment of 
lens svstems. Considerable space is given to the subject of 
refractivitv and refractometers, all the chief modern forms 
being described and illustrated. While this full treatment i 
amply justified by the growing industrial importance of such 
methods of testing. the absence of specific reference to such 
industrial uses except in rare cases is somewhat regrettable. 
Diffraction gratings. spectrometers and spectrophotometers are 
then dealt with, followed by a very sound treatment of polati- 
sation and saccharimetry. The subject of sugar scales is given 
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a due share of attention, and particular stress is laid upon the 
effects of fermentation and temperature in relation to the 
determination of solutions containing more than one form 
of sugar. 

The 25 experiments in optics include practical determina- 
tions of illuminating power, candle power, constants of lenses 
and lens systems, refractivities, wave lengths, colorimetry, 
and sugar strengths. There are also 16 tables of physical 
constants appended to Volume I. 

Vibratory motion, soünd, heat, electricity, and magnetism 
are treated in Volume II along lines exactly similar to those 
adopted in Volume I. The author rightly justifies the impor- 
tant place given to acoustical experiments by reference to the 
utility of such work in the war, and claims that the selection 
of the experiments in the heat and electrical sections has been 
made with due regard to the determinations now demanded 
by science and industry. In heat, the inclusion of flash, fire, 
and cold tests of an oil, of fuel values by the bomb and gas 
calorimeters, and determinations of the economy effected by 
lagging steam pipes is all to the good from the industrial 
standpoint, while the Barnes constant flow method of deter- 
mining J indicates the author's appreciation of modern 
methods of performing time-honoured experiments. Quite a 
feature of the section on heat is the clear treatment of the 
application of the radiation correction to calorimetric experi- 
ments. 

Barely half of the second volume is left for the subjects of 
magnetism and electricity, but there is little to be criticised in 
the method of treatment. A few of the illustrations—such, 
for example, as that of the outside of a standard cell—could 
have been well spared to make room for more useful sectional 
line diagrams, but this is a minor criticism. "The experimenta 
appear to have been well chosen to illustrate the principles 
of the subject and to provide practice in using the chief elec- 
trical instruments. A serious weakness, however, is the 
meagre treatment of magnetic measurements; there is nothing 
to justify the limitation of this important subject to two 
experiments covering only ten pages in a course which includes 
no less than 10 experiments in sound and 25 in optics. 

While, apart from the above, there is little that is open 
to criticism in the electrical part of the book, yet the impres- 
sion left upon the reviewer is that the author 1s certainly less 
happy in this subject than in the preceding sections, and 
that he even bears some grudge against it appears to be shown 
by the entire absence of electrical or magnetic tables at the 
end of Volume II. While very satisfactory tables of general 
physical, optical, and heat constants are given, one looks in 
vain for any tables of magnetic or electric constants. 

This failure of the course to hold a true balance among the 
subjects is the only serious criticism we have to offer. In all 
other respects these volumes are exceptionally sound, and 
should form desirable laboratory reference books. Any student 
who conscientiously works through the course of experiments 
will have performed a considerable number of tests and de- 
terminations having a definite industrial value. Perhaps in 
a future edition the author may find it worth while to extend 
the electrical and magnetic side of his course, thus adding 
to its usefulness. P.H.S.K 


The Mathematical Theory of Electricity and Magnetism. By 
J. H. JEANS. Pp. vi+627; 178 figs. London: Cambridge 
University Press. Price 24s. net. 


This work, which first appeared in 1908, is too well known 
to our readers to require any special description at this date. 
A second edition appeared in 1911 in which was embodied 
a great deal of the research work which had been made 
known in the interval, and this is the edition with which 
1nost persons are now familiar. The third edition, which was 
issued shortly after the war broke out, contained the same 
inatter with a few additions, and now, after a somewhat 
longer interval, the fourth edition has appeared. Our readers, 
many of whom will be in possession of the work in its earlier 
form, will be chiefly interested to know what fresh matter 
is to be found in the book as it is now published, and will, 
perhaps, not be surprised to learn that what mainly dis- 
tinguishes this edition from its predecessors is a final chapter 
on the Theory of Relativity. Indeed, this new theory his 
made such a profound impression on all branches of science 
to which it has been applied, that no book dealing with the 
mathematical aspects of any of them would be complete with- 
out an account of the modifications imported, when considera- 
tions of relativity are introduced. 

We are not here dealing with the general theory of rela- 
tivity according to Einstein, which explains gravitation as a 
property of space, but with the special theory of relativity, 
in Einstein nomenclature, which embraces only co-ordinates 
moving with uniform velocity. Prior to Einstein's discovery 
the latter theory was the theory of relativity and the word 
general prefixed would only have implied that the theory was 
considered apart from any special application of it. Thus 
Einstein was taking the yalidity of the development he con- 
tributed rather too much for granted when he appropriated 
the word general to designate it. In the book under review 
Einstein's designations are ignored, and his special contribu- 
tion is referred to as the relativity-theory of gravitation. 

Those who have not yet acquainted themselves with the con- 
siderations which have to be taken into account when electric 
phenomena are examined from the point of view relative to 


the beholder, cannot do better than apply themselves to the 
last chapter of Prof. Jeans's book. The matter is not simple, 
and is here treated as briefly as is consistent with lucidity. 
It is interesting to watch the phases through which faitn in 
an sther goes in the minds of our leading writers on such sub- 
jects. As is well known, the theory of relativity requires that 
if there is an ther there must be as many ethers as there 
are observers, and each observer must carry his own ether 
about with him. Now, since each sther is co-extensive with 
the universe, this is rather a hard doctrine. Mr. Jeans, 
nevertheless, finds a way of thinking which makes such a state 
of things less incredible. A number of persons might all see 
what each one would take to be the same rainbow. In point 
of fact each one would see a different rainbow—a bow differ- 
ently placed according to his situation. By careful observation 
and comparison they might discover that each saw his own 
rainbow, but this would not show the rainbow to be an illusion, 
because if the rain stopped there would be no rainbow. And 
what all see to be, or see not to be, simultaneously, cannot be 
an illusion. Our author also appears to think that if the 
theory of relativity is true, and its application to gravitation 
18 not true, the geoid, or surface of mean sea-level on the 
earth, might be a gravitational equipotential for some one 
velocity through the sther, but could not remain an equipo- 
tential, as the earth's velocity through the sther changed, 
owing to description of its orbit about the sun. So he deduces 
that daily and seasonal tidal surges, which are not observed, 
would occur if the force of gravitation also were not subject 
to the modifications which considerations of relativity impose. 
There seems no longer to be any room for reasonable doubt 
3155 gravitational phenomena conform to the relativity con- 
ition.” 

Finally, he places the hypothesis of relativity on the same 
footing as the two other great dominating principles of physics 
namely, the conservation of energy and the second law o 
thermodynamics. We are inclined to think that the hypo- 
thesis of relativity is even more firmly based than that 
of the conservation of energy, since it reposes on the fact that 
velocity is relative, and we cannot think otherwise, while 
conservation of energy has been the slow harvest of experi- 
ment. The second law of thermodynamics, on the other 
hand. is of limited application so far, because it is thought 
not to apply to living tissue. 

We may commend to our readers the fine style with which 
the whole book down to its smallest detail is wrought. 


Electrical Practice in Collieries. By Daneu Burns, 
M.Inst.M.E., Professor of Mining, the Royal Technical 
College, Glasgow. Fifth edition. Pp. x+407; figs. 941. 
London: Charles Griffin & Co., Ltd. Price 10s. 6d. net. 


This book, which was first published in 1903, was intended 
as & text-book for the use of students preparing for certificates 
of competency as colliery managers, and the fact that it is 
now in the fifth edition, shows how usefully it has fulfilled ita 
original purpose. It does not, of course, pretend to deal with 
the latest developments in electrical engineering, or in the 
details of mechanical construction of electrical plant; but to 
the mining student who desires a knowledge of electricity and 
electrical plant as applied to the various purposes of mining 
work, including winding, haulage, pumping. and coal-cutting. 
“e., we cannot recommend a better book. Among the 
features of the book are the fully worked out numerical ex- 
amples of the various problems and a set of questions and 
answers at the end of each chapter. Some of these will be 
found useful not only to the mining student, bui to the elec- 
trical engineer who may have mining problems connected with 
haulage, winding and pumping operations to deal with. 

The present edition, however, does not differ greatly from 
previous editions, the illustrations mainly showing old or 
even now obsolete machines, but, as the author points out in 
his preface, these are mainly retained to show the develop- 
ment in electrical plant that has taken place in recent years. 
We question, however, whether this is of benefit to the 
student, and we think it would'be much more to his advan- 
tage if the book were brought more up to date. We doubt, for 
instance, whether any engineer to-day would secure a motor or 
dynamo with Lewis bolts run in with ''sulpher or even 
lead, or whether it would be possible to find any incandescent 
lamps fitted with ''loops'' in preference to the ordinary 
bavonet joint holder, and we question whether any motors are 
to-day in mining work driving machines with either ropes or 
belts and least of all with raw hide belts. Otherwise the 
book is excellent for its purpose, and we have no hesitation in 
recommending it to students seeking general information on 
mining electrical practice, as it deals with every application of 
electricity from winding machigery to shot-firing. -— 


An Argentine Wheel Contract.—The Argentine Stat) 
Railway bas awarded a contract to Kruppe, of Germany, for 
10,000 laminated steel car wheels. The price is 4(\% 
Argentine gold pesos for each wheel. delivered. The German 
corporation agreed to deliver 200 wheels per week, beginning in 
August, Seventeen companies competed for the contract, bids 
being received from the United States, the United Kingdom, and 
other countries.— Reuter's Trade Service (Buenos Aires). 
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NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1921. 
E (NOT YET PUBLISHED.) Piu 


Compiled expressly for this journal by Mussrs. SgrroN-JoNzs, O'DziL AND 
STEPHENS, Chartered Patent Agents, 285, High Holborn, London, W.C. 1. 


a” 


6,770. '' Direct-current electric motors.“ 
Co., Ltd., and R. J. Butler. March Ist. 

6,807. Apparatus tor remote control of electric motor, lamps, &c." I.. 

March Ist. 
6,815. Electric transformer and E. 
Thomas. March Znd. 

6,840. *' Electric starters and cut-outs for electric lighting plant employing 
o engines.” C. C. Garrard, A. H. Railing and W. Wilson. March 
znd. 

6. 867. Overhead aerial control.“ 

6, 868. Electrical apparatus for distant indication of movements ol rotat- 
able shafting, Xc." H. Mechan and Mechans, Ltd. March 2nd. 

6. 876. 1 elephone transmitters, microphones, &c." S. Hockly. March 2nd. 

6.891. Lanterns, &c., for electric lamps." D. J. Duncan. March 2nd. 

0,596. .' Electric device for heating liquids, &c." H. J. Preston. March 


Mctropolitan-Vickers Electrical 


voltage-regulators." B. Thomas 


G. Bennie. March 2nd. 


6.912. “ Electrically-heated melting, &c., furnaces.” Morgan Crucible Co., 
Ltd., and C. W. Speirs. March 2nd. ' 
6,917. "' Electric switches.” W. A. Coates (Westinghouse Electric and 


Manufacturing Co.) and Metropolitan-Vigkers Electrical Co., Ltd. (Westing- 
house Electric and Manufacturing Co.). March 2nd. 

6.28. Means for electrically controlling ignition of internal-combustion 
engines," J. R. Charnock. March 3rd: 


6.940. Combined electric fan and radiator." J. George and W. G. H. 
Morley. March 3rd. l 

6.942. Electric lamps for road vehicles.“ J. Roberts. March 3rd. 
5 UAE Electric lamp locking-ring.'" A. Everett and W. Goodwin. March 
rd. 

6,996. ““ Electrical transmission systems." A. M. Tavlor. March ard. 
6.998. Using energy given off from the magnetic poles to supply power 


for machinery, &c." H. Parkes. March 3rd. 


7.006. Shade for seml-indirect -electric-lipht fittings." S. D. White and F. 
Winstanley. March 3rd. 

7,013. '' Cooling dynamo-electric machines." H. A. Carney and H. M. 
Lacey. March 3rd. 

7.019. Electrically propelled vehicles," J. P. Kemp. March 3rd. 


7,021. “ Electric lamp holders." Compression Starter and Switchgear Co., 
Ltd., and R. Lomax. March 3rd. 


74029. “ Wireless telegraphy.” G. M. Wright. March 3rd. 

7,032. “ Electric motors," A. Rava. March 3rd. 

7,033. '' Electrophonic signalling and advertising apparatus.“ A. Rava. 
March 3rd. 

7,035. *' Manufacture of electric cables for conveying energy.” L. N. 


Reddie (Soc. Pirelli & Co.) and Soc. Pirelli & Co. March 3rd. 

7,036. '' Electric cables for conveying energy." L. N. Reddie (Soc. Pirelli 
& Co.) and, Soc. Pirelli & Co. March 3rd. 
7.037. Electric cables for conveying energy." L. N. Reddie (Sog. Pirelli 
& Co.) and Soc. Pirelli & Co. March 3rd. 


7.052. “ Electric fuses." H. J. Fuller. March 4th. 

7.072. Adjustable electrical temperature alarm." H. Demaine. March 4th. 
7.109. High resistance conductors." British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd., 
and H. W. Taylor. March 4th. 

7,110. “ Electric motor control systems.“ British Thomson-Houston Co., 


Ltd., and H. C. Hastings. 

7,119. "' Aerial cable conveyors.” W. J. Adan and G. Craddock & Co., 
Ltd. March 4th. | 

7,124. "'Sparking plugs." B. Scherer, March 4th. 

7,134. '' Device for recording number of telephone calls." H. A. Levens. 
March 4th. 


March 4th. 


193]. “ Electrixators." l. Szarvasy. March 4th. (Hungary, February 15th, 
7.174. Railway signalling apparatus.“ Automatic Telegraph Manufactur- 
ing Co., Ltd. March 5th. ay 
7,200. Electrolysis of brine." J. J. Collins. March 5th. 


7,201. “ Protective arrangement for high-voltage insulators for electric pre- 


cipitating installations.” Siemens-Schuckertwerke. March Sth. (Germany, 
March 9th, 1920.) ° 
7.205. Distributing brush holder for  magnetos." Soc. des Moteurs 


Salmson (Systeme Canton-Unnc). March 5th. (France, March 27th, 1920. 
7.216. Telephone systems." Automatic Telephone Manufacturing Co., Lu. 
(Automatic Electric Co.). March 5th. 


7,220. '' Devices for cegistering telephone calls." W. H. H. Green. March 


d Electric light generators for bicycles, &c." X. Bullinger. March 
th. | B 
E ien “ Electric generators." J. M. Torrance and J. W. Torrance. March 
7th. 

7.276. Electric blasting caps." A. L. Oliver. March 7th. 

7.285. High- tension electric condensers." 


| P. Bunet. March 7th. (France, 
May, 18th, 1920.) 


7.287. Sparking plugs." B. B. Weatherill. March 7th. 
7,299. '' Electric relays.”  Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. March 
7th. (United States, May 4th, 1920.) 


7.294. Electric burglar alarms." J. Becker. March 7th. 
„ " Electro-deposition of metals and resulting products." C. P. Madsen. 
arch 7th. | 


7,303. “ Earthing and bonding clip for electric circuits." C. J. H. Stevens. 

March 7th. 

; 5 “ Reversing contactors.” A. West and A. West & Co., Ltd. March 
th. 
7.307. '' Magneto-lectric machines“ C. F. Dufaux and E. C. R. Marks 

(Dufaux). March 7th. 

7,929. '' Telephone systems," F. W. Davis and Relay Automatic Telephone 

Co., Ltd. March 7th. 

7.326. Telephone exchanges." G. H. Bryant, B. B. Johnson and Relay 


Automatic Telephone Co., Ltd. March 7th. 


7.327. Telephone systems.” Relay Automatic Telephone Co., Ltd., and 
F. M. Ward. March 7th. e? > 8 
7.328. Telephone exchanges." B. B. Johnson and Relay Automatic Tele- 


phone Co.. Ltd. March 7th. 
7.329. Telephone exchanges." B. B. Johnson and Relay Automatic Tele- 
phone Co., Ltd. March 7th. 
7.330. “Telephone systems.” B. B. Johnson and Relay Automatic Tele- 
phone Co.. Ltd. March 7th. 


7,331. '' Magnetos." L. Arnal. March 7th. 

7.333. Wireless telegraphy and telephony." H. St. J. de A. Donisthorpe. 
March 7th. T . 

7,340. Safety apparatus for clectrig tramcars, £c." S. H. Trippe. March 


Bth. 
7.343. Electric lighting from dvnamos, magnetos, &c." F. H. Farrer 
and Villiers Engincering Co., Ltd. March 8th, 


7, 347. Miners’ electric. gas-testing safety lamp." J. Evans and R. C. 
Hayden. March 8th. 

7.301. '' Self.regulating dynameelectric machines," Droit, Ltd., and W. 
Holt. March Rth. i 


7.410. Electric measuring-instruments.™ F. Holden. March 8th. 
7.4323. '' Counter speaking and telegraphing svstems with amplifiers." 


ee ELE ERU anni Ges, ami] H. A. Gill (Deutsche Telephonwerke Ges.). 
arch Sth. : 
7,425. ''Process of electrolytically separating chromium." E. Liebreich. 
March 8th. (Germany, Marth 8th, 1920. 
449. Truck tvpe electric switchboards.”’ 


el H. G. Baile d Joh 
and Phillips, Ltd. March 8th. ! y aD Johnson 


7,529. ‘* Sparking plugs, &c.” E. V. Murray and H. H. Murray. March 
th. 


7,549. '' Apparatus for testing sparking plugs." H. H. Sharpe. March %h. 

7,551. lelephone exchange systems." Western Electric Co., Ltd. (Westera 
Electric Co., Inc.). March Yth. 

7,008. ''lgnition for internal 


Houston Co., Ltd., and A. P. Young. 


9 


combustion engines." British Thomson- 


March 9th. 


7,599. Electric power transmission and braking systems." British Thom- 
son-Houston Co., Ltd. (General Electric Co.), and General Electric Co. March 
yth. . 

. 7,560. “ Electrical navigation of ships.” Signal Ges. March 91h. (Ger- 


many, March 12th, 1920.) f 
7,561. Electrical navigation of ships." Signal Ges. March 9th. (Ger- 
many, March 12th, 1920.) ^ i 
7,971. ''Loud-speaking telephone." March 
9th. (Germany, March Yth, 1920.) 
7,573. ""Spuüiking plugs." C. S. Thun. 
7,584. “ Means for automatically varying 
E. D. Peters and Thames Paper Co., Ltd. 
7,591. "' Electrically-propelled vehicles.“ J. 
Appliances, Ltd. March 9th. 


Siemens & Halske Akt.-Ges. 
March 9th. 


resistance of electric circuit. 
March 9th. 
E. Hamilton and Industrial 


a4 


N. Kousnetzoff and G. J. Steinheil. 


7,993. Electrically-driven ploughs.” 
March 9th. c 

7,596. “ Electrical condensers.” H. W. Sullivan. March 9th. ' 

7,006. '' Electric lamps." C. H. Clarke and W. E. Weekes & Co. March 
10th. 

7,677. Electrical heating devices." J. H. and S. M. Carmean. March 
10th. (United States, March 13th. 1920.) 


“Electrical measuring devices for polyphase circuits." Metropolitar.- 
Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. March 10th. (United States, March 3lst, 1:039; 

7.684. Telephone transmission systems.“ Western Electric Co., Lu. 
(Western Electric Co., Inc.). March 10th. 

7,692. “ Electric signalling along conductors." 
Telegraph Co., Ltd. March 10th. 

7.698. Loud-speaking telephones.” 
10th. (Germany, March 10th, 1920.) . 
7,699. System of connection for twin-cored connecting leads in telephone 


7,678. 


B. Davies and Eastern 


Siemens & Halske Akt.-Ges. March 


installations.” Siemens & Halske Akt.-Ges. March 10th. (Germany, April 

15th, 1920.) " 
7,703. Commutators for dynamo electric machines.” W. B. Sayers. 

March 10th. : 
7.712. Electric arc lamps." G. Gehlhoff and Optische Anstalt C. P. 


Goerz Akt.-Ges. March 10th.. 
‘ [EE 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS, 


The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


1917. : 
3,583. “ Galvanic cells.“ R. Schuster. March 12th, 1917. (158,911.) 
A919. 7 
17.208. Method for receiving wireless signals." E. H. Armstrong. Decem- 
ber 3Uth, 1918. (137,271.) 
19,498. Sparking plugs." W. A. Jones. August 6th, 1919. (158.919.) 
20,219. Electric couplings." Etablissements Belin. August 16th, 1919 


(France, March 8th, 1919). (130, 047.) 

21,244. '' Means for detecting proximity of submarine cables, particularly 
for guiding ships or for locating faults or breaks in the cable." J. C. Manson. 
August 29th, 1719. (158,923.) : 

23,910. Aerial systems employed in wireless signalling." C. S. Franklin. 
September 24th, 1919. (158,927.) . 

24,3J9. '' Electric and mechanical couplings or connectors." G. Suckling. 
October 6th, 1919. (158,930.) 

24.633. Thermostats.” H. H. Grundy. October Bth, 1919. (158.931.) 

24,715. ''Insulating means for electrical apparatus." British Electric Irans- 
former Co., Ltd., and J. Roothaan, October Yth, 1919. (198, 932.) 

25,085. Electrical heater." B. Thomas and E. Thomas. October 14th, 
13919. (158,938.) 

25,509. Electrical commutators.” R. S. Dahl. October 17th, 1919 
vention date not granted.) (133,973.) 

24,009. '' Core stampings for dynamo-electric machine armatures." A. W. 
Tomkins. October lsth, 1919. (158,954.) 

27,472. “ Electric. trackless tramway cars.“ G. A. Bishop and R. A. 
Chadwick. November 7th, 1919. (158,962.) 

28,031. ** Fluid current motors." H. G. Lloyd and C. A. Spon. November 
12th, 1919. (158,971.) 

28.087. Telephone receivers and ear-pieces therefor." R. L. Murray and 
Telephone Manufacturing Co., Ltd. November 12th, 1919. (158,978.) 

28.154. Apparatus for electrical treatment of gases." A. Mond (Inter- 
national Precipitation Co., Inc.). November 13th, 1919. (158,982.) 

28,369. *'' Electro-imagnetic relays." Automatic lelephone Manufacturing 
Co., Ltd., and A. E. Hudd. November loth, 1919. (155,994.) 

28,383. Holders for electric lamps.” T. H. A. Brown. 
1919. (158,996.) 

28.390. Electrical heating devices.” 


(Con- 


November 15ih, 
M. S. Parnell-Smith. November 15th, 


1419. (158,997.) i , 
28,491. '' Aerial systems for wireless signalling." C. S. Franklin, W. J. 
Picken, and J. G. Robb, November 17th, 1919. (159,003.) 
29,400. “ Ejector condensing apparatus." A. E. L. Scanes and Metro- 


politan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. November 25th, 1919. (159.034.) 

30. 215. Variable-pressure control for circuits operated from batteries and 
other multiple unit sources." L. Murphy and Edison Accumulators, Lid. 
December 3rd, 1919. (159.055.) l 

30,479. '' Cooling or ventilation of dynamo-electric machines." G. Schroe- 
der. December 5th, 1919. (159,061.) 

Decem- 


30,680. Collectors of electric locomotives.” Sir J. A. F. Aspinall. 
ber 8th, 1919. (159,063.) 

30,941. '' Devices for securing electric fittings and the like." G. H. Scholes 
and E. A. Claremont. December 10th, 1919. (159,070.) 


„Electrical signalling and indicating devices for ships and other 


31.651. 
December 17th, 1919. (159.077.) 


vessels.” R. S. O'Nen. 


32,060. '' Telegraph and telephone insulators.” Taylor, Tunnicliff & Co., 

Ltd., and E. D. M. Scrivener. December 22nd, 1919. (159,078.) 
1920. 

1.821. *' Electric switches." L. Moser.. April 19th, 1919. (142,076.) 

1.966. Electric switches." L. Moser. January 21st, 1920. (Addition to 
142.076.) (159, 087.) X 

5,435. Controlling device for cotary electric switches and the like.“ 
Landers, Frary & Clark. November Ist, 1918. (139,475.) 

7,867. “ Electric light distribution devices, decorative plaster work, and the 


1920. (159,100.) 


March 17th, | 
Western Electric Co., 


like.“ C. G. Smith. 
Ltd. 


R,081. ‘ Production of electric oscillations." 
June 4th, 1917. (140,449.) 

13.700. Electro- magnetic switches."  Igranic Electric Co., Ltd. (Cutler 
Hammer Manufacturing Co.). May 18th. 1920. (159.111.) ; 

13.767. '' Improvements. in electrically-heated articles to avoid. damage 


through overheating." G. H. Lofts. Mav Imh, 1920. (159.112.) 

19,165. '' Arrangement for the electrical long-distance control of the vahe- 
gear of a hydraulic gun-pointing gear." F, Krupp Akt.-Ges. November 
27th, 1916. 1147,126.) TE l ; 

23,890. '' Telephone and like circuits." Western Electric Co.. Ltd. (Western 


Electric Co., Inc.). November 27th, 1919. (Divided application on 155.698, 
addition to 155,638.). 109.122.) ES i HE : 
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A UNITED STATES SUPERPOWER 
SCHEME. 


ELSEWHERE in this issue we ET an abstract of 
the progress report of the ''Superpower Survey“ 
which is acting under the Geological Survey of the 
United States in investigating the Boston-Washington 
industrial region; as we recently explained, the object 
of this inquiry is to secure a larger supply of cheaper 
power ’’—precisely that which was outlined by our Coal 
Conservation Committee, from which has sprung the 
Act of 1919. The data so far obtained, and the pro- 
posals of the Survey, present features of great interest. 

As in our own case, enormous economies are fore- 
shadowed from the operation of the scheme of centralised 
veneration and interlinking of generating stations 
throughout the area under consideration, which is com- 
parable in size with Great Britain, and much larger 
than England and Wales. The electrification of rail- 
ways in the area to the extent of one-third of the mileage 
is expected to make an annual saving of &ix million 
tons of fuel, and to yield a return of 14 per cent. on 
the capital cost. At least as much coal would be saved 
by the increased industrial use of electricity, and nearly 
as much more of anthracite by electrifying the mines. 
The existing central stations consume on the average 
22 lb. of coal per kWh; it is estimated that this could 
be reduced to 14 lb., effecting a saving of four million 
tons of coul. The total power requirements in 
1930 are expected to amount to 48,000,000,000 kWh a 
vear, of which three-quarters will come from the 
'" superpower system,” but even in the United. States 
onlv & quarter of this can be got from water power, so 
that economy of coal is a fundamental consideration. 
The legislative Acts which will be required are outlined 
in our abstract, froin which it will be seen that '' new 
capital is the keystone of the project, but the public 
demand is its foundation." The idea is to form a 
superpower company supported by the existing supply 
authorities in the first instance, and by publie sub- 
scription for the remainder. Arrangements are con- 
templated which will ensure that the consumer shall 
benefit by the increased efficiency resulting from the ` 
operation of the scheme, while the company will have 
freedom of action, and a liberal rate of remuneration, 
any excess above a specified rate being shared with the 
customers. State regulation of charges will continue 
without modification. 

It will be seen that the plan goes further than anv- 
thing that we have contemplated in this country. It 
does not mention Electricity Commissioners or Joint 
Electricity Authorities—it goes straight to the root of 
the problem, places dependence ‘‘on the incentive of 
private initiative to lower costs,“ and provides for the 
incorporation of a single company to work this vast 
area as one undertaking! It confidently fixes a pressure 
of 250,000 volts for the transmission of energy .over 
distances exceeding 200 miles, and half that pressure 
within the area. Here, on the other hand. we’ are 
cautiously splitting up the country into thirteen or 
more areas which, in comparison with the Atlantic Sea- 
board scheme, are mere parishes, and we are hoping to 


E QUO gl air Fey 


3) 


place these areas under the control of as many separate 


communes, plus the Electricity Commissioners—but. so 
far, our hopes have not shown much prospect of realisa- 
tion, for even the first authority has still to be born. 
and we are becinning to fear that. after all the travail 
it mav prove to be still-born. Are we on the right 
track? | 
Some additional light was thrown on the American 
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proposals by the chairman of the Superpower Survey 
in an article published by the Electrical. World .. on. 
January Ist, 1921. Adopting the form of question 


and answer, he there stated that the new stations might 


be of the order of 300,000 kW each; a station which is 
now being built in New York City is expected to produce 
the kilowatt-hour for 17,000 B.th.u., and that will 
be suitable for inclusion in the scheme, but stations of 
lower efficiency will be used only on peak load, when 
the efficiency is of less consequence than the capital cost 
per kilowatt. In brief, the functions of the superpower 
system are twofold: By forming ‘‘a great economic 
pool of power, to effect (a) the reduction of the cost 
of a kilowatt; (5) the reduction of the cost of a kilowatt- 
hour. This is a concise and telling form in which to 
cast the problem which we also have before us. The 
network may consist of a ring bus” connecting the 
various centres of generation, and working at 110,000 
volts, but it is not expected that one generating station 
will supply power to another; they will supplement one 
another, and the sub-stations will form the clearing- 
house for that purpose. A central control system under 
the charge of a load dispatcher will be necessary. The 
Survey has received the most hearty co-operation from 
the public utilities, railways, and industries in the area. 

We make no apology for devoting so much attention 


to this subject; it is by far the most important matter . 


before the electrical world in this country at the moment, 
and is likely to remain so for months and years to come. 
Any guidance that we can obtain from abroad that may 
help us in arriving at the right solution should be 
heartily welcome, and we must recognise that the supply 
of electricity in many respects has been more highly 
developed in the United States than in this country. 
The outstanding feature of the question here is the 
dominating position of the municipal or communistic 
element, which is practically absent from the American 
problem. We are not concerned to discuss the ethical 
or economic aspects of this subject—the question is 
whether it is possible to carry out the desired develop- 
ment and expansion of electricity supply under that 
régime; so far as the Electricity District Inquiries have 
progressed up to the present, the indications are un- 
favourable, and we must focus our attention most closely 
upon the matter with & view to directing our course 
into the path that will lead to a successful result. 


AN interesting question has been 
raised in our  '' Correspondence ”’ 
columns with regard to the discussion of 

| . the technical merits or demerits of 
specific materials or apparatus in those columns; on the 
one hand, we have been taken to task for permitting such 
discussions, and on the other, our action has been 
warmly supported by our readers. We agree with the 
latter that & very important principle is involved in 
the question, a principle which lies at the very founda- 
tions of the freedom of the Press which is so highly 
prized in British journalism, and our readers may rest 
assured that we shall not suffer that principle to be 
infringed in the smallest degree. In this respect we 
act in the capacity of trustees on behalf of the public; 
our first consideration at all times must be, as it always 
has been, the welfare of the nation in general and of 
the electrical industry in particular, and while we make 
no claim to infallibility, we must be guided by our own 
judgment in pursuing that aim. 

On some occasions, with that principle before us. we 
have held it to be our duty to withhold from publica- 


The Freedom 
of the Press. 


tion letters which undoubtedly were calculated to in- 


flict serious injury upon British industries. To pub- 
lish every communication that reached our hands, with- 
out discrimination. would be to betray our trust. But 
criticisms of technical devices, made in good faith, fall 
in & different category, and discussions of this kind 
undoubtedly make for good. That this is recognised 
by manufacturers generally may be inferred from the 


fact that objection on their part is almost unknown in 


our long experience. 
Needless to say, nothing is farther from our thoughts 


than to inflict injury upon any individual or firm; on 


the contrary, if the subject under discussion is meri- 
torious, the fact is sure to be brought out, and if it is 
defective, the sooner the maker realises the nature of 


the defects the better for him, as well as for his cus- 


tomers. 


Tux death of Dr. Ironside Bruce, late 
Protection for radiologist to the Charing Cross Hos- 
X-ray Workers. pital, due to exposure to X-rays cul- 
minating in blood exhaustion, has 
called forth a demand for an expert inquiry concerning 
the action of the rays upon the human body, from Dr. 
Robert Knox, president of the Róntgen Society. In a 
letter to The Times, Dr. Knox mentions the formation 
of a committee consisting of eminent physicists, physio- 
logists, and radiologists, with a wide scope of investiga- 
tion, which he places under four heads :— 
1. The changes induced in tissues by X-rays, and 
particularly the effect on the blood changes. 
2. The properties of the X-rays and the best means 
of controlling their action. 
3. The equipment of X-ray and electrical departments 
with & special view to the protective measures employed. 
4. Recommendations for the guidance of the assistants 
in those departments, particularly dealing with the 
hours of work and the need for fresh air and change. 
In addition to this inquiry, Dr. Knox advocates the 
institution of co-ordinated research work. He acknow- 
ledges the very valuable services of individual workers, 
which, however, have barely enabled us to hold our own 
in the advances made since the discovery of X-rays. 
What is needed is a fully-equipped institute for the 
purpose, generously endowed for research in the three 
divisions of the field physical, technical, and biological. 
As an outcome of the work of such an institute, means 
for protecting human lives from the harmful effects of 
the ravs would be devised. Dr. Robert Knox concludes: 
** Surely it is our duty to put in action at once the 
steps necessary to help towards the achievement of this 
end," and in view of the large number of men who 
have suffered mutilation and death in their attempta 
to add to the sum of knowledge of X-rays and their 
application, we earnestly hope that Dr. Enox's appeal 
will not reniain unheeded. 


A NEW agreement between the Paris 
Electricity City Council and the Compagnie Parisi- 
Supply in Paris. enne de Distribution d'Electricité has 
now been approved by the former, and 
the lutter’s concession has thereby been prolonged froin 
June 30th, 1940, to the same date in 1944. In future 
the financial risks of working by the company will be at 
the charge of the City, although the latter will have 
the power to fix the supply prices in order to meet the 
high cost of fuel and labour and of new works. The 
pre-war tariffs of 50 centimes per kWh for lighting and 
30 centimes for power supplied on the low-pressure 
system will remain the basis tariffs, but they will be 
periodically revised according to index figures for coal 
and wages which have been established. The sum of 
1,700,000 fr. per annum which the company had to 
expend on new works will also in future be paid by the 
Citv, which will recover the amount from a ‘ works 
fund" to be created bv means of a levy on the com- 
pany’s receipts. At the same time the agreement 
modifies the share of the City in the receipts and the 
profits. The levy on the company's income, which 
ranged from 10 to 95 per cent. of the gross receipts 
formerly, will amount in future to 25 per cent. of the 
receipts calculated at the old tariff for lighting, 10 per 
cent. on the same receipts for power, and 5 per cent. 
on the receipts appertaining to the index numbers for 
coal. On the other hand. the City’s share in the profits. 
which formerly increased with the latter up to 40 per 
cent., will now be at the uniform rate of 40 per cent. 
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TUBE 


IN a perfectly designed 


worked under ideal conditions as regards feed water, 
n, there should be no tube 
Such a happy combination of conditions is 


firing, and 


troubles. 


supervision, 


DEFECTs. 

Local Bulging.—This almost 
always occurs in the row oi 
tubes nearest the fire, but 
rurely in the second or other 
rows. The bulges are usually 
of small area, from 1 to 15 
square inches, and occur on the 
undersides or front sides of the 
tubes 


Perforation.—Usually a small 
puncture at the apex of a bulge 
when the material has been 
thinned by repeated stretching 
until it is too weak to with- 
stand heat and pressure. 

Sometimes perforation takes 
place without bulging as, for 
example, when perforation is 
solely due to corrosion. 


Rupture or Izplosion.—In 
these cases the tube is rent 
open, and a gap formed, some- 
times of large dimensions, 
through which the contents of 
the boiler rapidly escape. 

These ruptures are a source 
of danger to those about the 
boilers. The Board of Trade 
expect these occurrences to be 
reported to them under the 
** Boiler Explosion Acts.” 


** Hogging.” — This defect 
consists of. the arching of the 
first, 4nd sometimes the second 
row of tubes over or in front 
of the fire. 


TROUBLES 


By J. CAUTHERY. 


and constructed boiler 


below. 


CAUSES. 


Overheating, due to the iellowing: cuuses 
either singly or in combination :— 


(a) and (b) Scale and Deposit. — Scale and 
deposit composed largely of carbonates, and 
magnesia lime salts, are the most likely to 
cause overheating, because they make a very 
compact non-conducting medium in the trans- 
mission of heat. 


(c) Grease.—It has been proved that grease 
amounting to as little as one-tenth of 1 per 
cent. in scale or deposit may send up the tem- 
perature of plates and tubes several hundred 
degrees, 

Steel rapidly softens after about 550 deg. F. 


(d) Excessive density where the water in 
the boiler contains material proportions of 
sults or other matter in suspension. 


(c) Steam ‘ Pocketing.’’—Where circulation 
is defective steam pockets may occur in the 
tubes nearest the fire under severest condi- 
tions of firing. This is particularly liable to 
happen with some types of boilers. 


(f) Hard Firing —When any of the condi- 
tions referred to under a, b, c, and d exist, 
hard firing becomes & serious factor in con- 
tributing to overheating. 

Where tubes are clean and free from grease, 
and the water is not dense, and the circula- 
tion i8 good, a boiler may be very hard fired 
without the tubes suffering. 


(a) Overheating from the causes enumerated 
under bulging. 


(b) Corrosion internally due to acid, or ex- 
cessively alkaline or aerated feed waters. 


(c) External corrosion due to dampness. 


(a) Overheating from causes described under 
bulging. 

(b) Partial or complete stoppage of circula- 
tion in the tube due to accumulation of de- 
posit. 

This has been the cause of many tube ex- 
plostons, and is often overlooked by investi- 
gators. 


(c) Failure of weld. 


(d) Faulty TA due to material being of 
uneven thickness or laminated. 


. (a) Hogging. generally due to repeated 


slight overheating. 


IN WATER-TUBR 


BOILERS. 


rarely if ever to be found in practice, but in most 
cases tube troubles can be materially reduced, 
entirely removed, by attention to the advice given 


if not 


REMEDIES. 
Remove the tubes when bulging reaches 
i in. down. 


Preventive measures :— 
(a) More frequent cleaning of tubes. 
(b) Better softening of feed water. 


(c) Grease.—Prevent access of oil to the 
boilers in any appreciable quantity by more 
efficient degreasing, preferably done by com- 


bined coagulation and filtration methods. If 


such a plant is already in use see that there 
is a proper supply of chemicals, and that the 
fillering material is suitable and in good con- 
dition. Test deposit for grease occasionally; 
always when any bulging occurs. 


(d) Keep down density by sufficient blowing 
down. 

Test density periodically by salinometer or 
fit boiler with a Porter densimeter gauge, 


| which shows the density all the time. 


The density should not exceed 2/32nds as 
shown on the salinometer. . 


(c) Should bulging still occur after eliminat- 
ing all possible sources of tube trouble as above 
advised, the choice then lies between reducing 
the rate of firing or bearing with the tube 
troubles, or putting down extra boilers. 


(a) Perforation 
tubes. 

If the perforation is due to bulging take 
preventive steps already advised. 


(b) If due to internal corrosion consult best 
authorities as to prevention by suitable treat- 
ment of feed water. 


(c) If due to external corrosion find out 
cause of dampness, and prevent it. Some- 
times it is due to steam jets or excessive mois- 
ture in fuel, or with oil firing to moisture and 
sulphur in fuel. 


requires replacement of 


(a) Prevent overheating. 


(b) At cleaning times see that cleaners are 
pushed right through tubes to back or bottom 
ends. In boilers of the upright tube type 
cleaners sometimes brush scale and deposit 
down the tubes, and there is danger of block- 
ing the tubes up, especially bent tubes. With 
header types of boilers deposit may not be 
pushed out of the tubes at the back ends, and 
there is the greater chance of this should the 
back header caps not be removed at the clean- 
ing time. 


(c) Lap welded tubes were used: to some 
extent during the war. The failure of lap 
welds from defective manufacture rarely oc- 
curs, however, apart from some contributory 
overheating. There is now no necessity to 
use other than solid drawn tubes. 


(d) This is fortunately of extremely rare 
occurrence. The only safeguard is careful in- 
spection at the makers’ works or before in- 
sertion in boilers. | 


(a) Remove causes of overbeating where 
possible, and where hogging " reaches about 
half the tube diameter from the straight re- 
place the tube. 
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DEFECTS. CAUSES. 


Sagging.—The tubes usually 
bend downward in the case of 


diagonal or horizontal tubes, insufficient water in it. 


and forward in the case of ver- BOT 


tical or nearly vertical tubes. 
Sometimes they also bend side- 
Ways. duxP A. uir waters : E- 
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Blisters. zinda on tubes, 
generally in vicinity of fire, 
having appearance of bulges. 
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(a-—e) Sagging.—Overheating due to the low - 
water, or to firing the SEU without any or 


1 Blisters are due to laminated material. 
, to it being in layer or layers and not homo- 

This defect is covered by the pre- 

sence of impurities in the body of the steel. Eu e 
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REMEDIES. 


(a) Frequent testing pf water gauges. 
(b) Have a good light on the water gauges. 
(c) Have all water gauge passages openest 
Es and cleared at stoppages. 
(d) If any low water alarm is attached, see 

z that it is in order before closing up boiler, and 
. boo. test occasionally when working... 

(e) See that the blow-off. valves. are closed 
and tight before starting up., 


a. Unless the blister be a iin: one, say, not 
exceeding 1/32 in. full, the tube requires 
renewal. ee ETR 


Overheating occurs at this point from. inten n:) 


rupted transmission of heat and the layer, 
' nearest the fire swells and shows the ap 
A blister can generally be 
differentiated from a bulge by the spring back ` 


“ance of a bulge. ` 


eee. o .8* 


of the hammer on testing. 
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THE present increase in the demand for a.c. supply by 
every description of power user has convinced most 
power supply companies that if they are to make as 
good use of their stock as before, it is necessary that 
means of inducing consumers to take their supply at 
a high pewer factor should be devised. It is now a 
inatter of comunon knowledge that the transmission of 
power at a low power factor demands unnecessary ex- 


penditure in new mains and limits the possibility of 


connecting further consumers to existing mains. There 
is also an undue waste of power through carrying 
needlessly heavy current for a given power, the cost of 
which varies inversely as the square of the power fac- 
tor. Beyond these widely appreciated effects of a low 
power factor, there is now a disadvantage not hitherto 
encountered. The amount of power which is being 
linked together on the larger systems demands that 
stations operating in parallel with each other, or even 
the different bus bar sections of one large station, should 
uot be coupled directly, but should be coupled up through 
current-limiting reactances. Stations connected with 
each other in such a manner are not able to assist each 
other in supplying the wattless current demanded by the 
loads on their bus bars unless a different voltage of 
operation is allowable at each station. The sets coupled 
to a section which is having power fed into it must, 
therefore, supply the wattless current for the power 
which they are generating, and also that corresponding 
to the power which 1s being fed in. This condition may 
make regulation so difficult that it is impossible to run 
the sets on the assisted sections at their full capacity, 
unless the power factor of the load on that section is 
above normal. 


i 


are given in a paper by Messrs. K. M. Faye-Hansen 
and J. S. Peck, published in Vol. LII, p. 511, of the 
I. E. E. Journal.) The above considerations are sufficient 
to justify any attempt to secure a high value for the 
power factor of the load taken by consumers. 

The only methods of improving power factor which 
. are at all practicable at present lie with the consumer. 
He should, therefore, be induced to make use of them 
by a clause in the rate book, the clause being worded 
and operated so that the consumer's savings due to an 
improvement in power factor are immediately apparent 


to him. The. readings necessary should not involve the 


use of complicated or unusual measuring instruments. 


Also, thev should show the amount to be charged without. 


any cumbrous computation. The rate charged per unit 


should be equitable, if possible, se that. the supply com- 


pany.is recompensed for the expense of supplying watt- 
less current. while the consumer is not unduly penalised. 
To fix these rates we must first examine the com- 


ae A METHOD OF CHARGING FOR 


(This point may be more readily under- - 
stood by the examination of vector diagrams such as. 


* 
B 
: 


IDLE CURRENT.. 


G. CARROTH ERS. 


. ponents which, added together, give the total cost of 


supplying power. Suppose we say that p pence covers 
the cost of generating one kWh, and q pence is the cost 
of transmission of one kVAh, including capital charges 
and maintenance and a percentage for profit. Then 
the amount to be charged should be: — 


(p / eos ꝙ) per unit of true power. 


Prof. R. Arno has devised a method of modifying ordi- 
nary integrating wattmeters so that, with a flat rate per 
unit indicated, thé consumer is charged an amount 


^ exactly corresponding to that given by the above law. 


This method does not seem to be used as much as it 
deserves to be, possibly because it has not yet had time 
to become sufficiently widely known. There is also the 
possibility that consumers might not favour the use of 
an instrument which for reasons outside their under- 
standing reads at.a non-uniform rate. 

A more favoured practice at present is to equip the 
consumer with two of any type of integrating watt-hour 
meter. One of them is connected in the usual way to 
register kWh, and the other to register kVA sin . h. 

This is easily arranged in any polyphase system, and 
demands merely a change-over of connections without 
the use of any other apparatus beyond that usually re- 
quired. From the ratio of the readings the average 
power factor 1s deduced. The consumer is then subject 
to a rebate or penalty of, say, d pence per 1,000 units 
for each 1 per cent. by which his power factor is ET 
or less than a value laid down in the rate-book.. That 
is to say, if z per cent. is the power factor as found froin 
the meters, and C pence is the cost per unit at a power 
factor of X per cent., then the amount charged per 
unit =C—(X-2z)d/1, 000 pence. |... 

This system has the advantage of being easily ander- 
stood, and is readily accepted by consumers. It has 
the disadvantage that “thene ` is no longer a flat rate foc 
power, since each customer must have two meter-readings > 
taken, his power factor, qalculated, and from that 4 
rate per unit deduced. Aecount-keeping is therefore no 
longer a simple matter. The word ''penalty"' may 
also prove alarming to prospective consumers. A less 
important shortcoming of this method is that it is based 
on a straight-line law, so that it cannot be made to 
correspond with the hyperbolic law :— 
eost per unit — p 4 / cos ꝙ 


HI 
à 


except over a short range of values of power factor. 


With the instruments at present available, the follow- 
ing gives a method of charging according te power factor 


Sluch combines the consistency of Prof. Arno's meter 


with the simplicity of the second scheme. As in the 
second method. the customer bas two standard meters 
which read: kVA cos ꝙ. hand kVA sing . h respectively, 


. 


PENCE PER UNIT 


ur- ;» 
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For each meter a separate account is kept, “eneh: at- a 
different rate per unit indicated. If he is charged a 
pence per unit indicated. on the true power meter and 
.& pence per unit. shown. an the other, then for. each 
unit of true: power -consumed be will be l 
(arb tan) pence.’ 

one ‘must choose values for a and y such that 


(ab tan $) approximates to p+q / COS 4 


ors as wide a range of values of cos & as possible. Let 
the two be exactly equal for cos b = 0.5. tang = 1.73, 
nnd ‘cos 4 —0:85, tan 4 = 0.62, a condition which is 
satisfied by putting: az (p 4- 0. 72 q) and 5 — (0.749), so 
that if. p. be taken as, say, 1.5 pence, and g as, say, 
0.5 penny, true power is charged for at 1.61 pence per 


p oc ; 
2 T 
4 


COMPARISON OF IDEAL [RATE 


WITH PROPOSED 


— 


3008s on oN PER UNIT + FIXED © 
ATI È. 41 TAN * OR AMOUNT CHARGED PER UNIT 


unit, and wiltldes kVA at 0.37d. per unit. The accom- 
panying curves show 1.5.-0.5/cos à and 1.61+0. 3T 
tan œ to give nearly coincident values for all values of 
cos œ which are likely to be met with in practice. (With 
the points of intersection chosen, the rates would be 
suitable for logds with power factors ranging from 
0.4 to 0.92. If desired the points could be chosen 
differently.) 


An improvement in power factor is shown by a de- 


crease of units indicated on the idle current. meter, 
which is directly proportional to the saving effected. 
The appeal to the customer is, therefore, both simple 
and direct, 
idea of paying at a flat rate for something which has 
been indicated on a meter is not one which involves any 
new habits of thonght on the part of the non-technical 
consumer. On the other hand, the introduction of 
rebates and penalties for something which he does not 
understand, and. for the existence of which he has only 
the assurance of the supply company, is to ask him to 
take rather much for granted. This may seem a minor 


point, but as already pointed out, the question of rate 


adjustment demands that some attention should be paid 
to psychology. The fact that there are two flat rates 
gives simplicity of computation of accounts without any 
special form of calculation, the only change being that 
each’ consumer has two accounts instead of one 4s 


ete: 8 o MEE 


American Copper Mines Closing. —The North Butte 


— Co. has ordered & suspension of production, and otber com- 


panies are expected to follow this example where the properties 
are unprofitable at present prices of copper. This will result in an 
estimated montbly reduction of 30 to 40 million pagdi in tno 
United States surplus stocks.— The Times. 


Electrical Goods in South Atrica.—The South African 
Engineering and Mining Journal in its issue for February 26th, 
1921, says :—Dealere report that business. in electrical goods is 
improving. an and that orders are coming in from all parts of the 

d, Kimberley, &c. Electrical materials, with 
the e a er. 3 -watt lamps, which are still anxiously awaited, 
ere arriving regularly, and nearly all the more important lines are 
now fairly wellstocked. Prices generally are very firm, and show 
no present indication to fall. 


| with Mr. 
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_of -6,000,000 tons, or $40,000,000 . yearly, 


We must also not neglect the fact that the 


- — HN, CUBITRE STATES: ‘SUPERPOWER. 


SURVEY. : 


"al ua 4 uc odi TE S Gd dd " 


Tak -cbinpleta’ 12 8 0 on the superpower’ survey of the Atlante 
‘seaboard now being made by the Geological Survey will not 


de ready before the end of June, but a brief statement showing 
the progress made so far was made recently by the Secretary 


of the Interior, Mr. J. B. Payne, to President Wilson, and was 


published in the Electrical World of March 5th. An abstract 


of it follows. 

An organisation. was effected under tlie Geological Survey 
William'S. Murray as chairman ‘of the engineering 
staff, Which has been aided by an advisory board of business 
and professional men. ^ [See' ELECTRICAL REV Ew. June 18th, 
4920, p. 797.1 

"Having in mind the óbjeéts of the Superpower Survey. 
namely, (1) allocation of the amount of waste in labour, coal 
and other materials due to the improper form of power genera- 
tion and distribution within the Boston-Washington zone, and 
(2) recommendations regarding & regional power system by 
means of which these wastes may be eliminated, the super- 
power report naturally divides into three divisions— (1) 
physical. (2) legal and (3) financial! 

With regard to the physical ‘aspect’ the investigation ‘has 
been concerned with power necessary. to (a) railroads, (6) in- 
dustries, (c) utjlities, and (d) a systém of centralised electric 
generation and transmission to supply their power require- 
ments through 

Hailroads.—It is found that twenty Class 1 railways are 
included in the super power zone: total trackage (including 
yards and sidings), 36,000 miles. ére aré 10,000 steam loco- 
motives, of which 44- per cent: are freight, 29 per cent. 
passenger and 27 per cent. switching. The total anhual rail- 
road coal consumption for 1919 was 19,000,000 tons. 

Apparently one-third of this miléage can be economically 
electrified. (Owing to lack of traffic density upon the branch 
lines, these ` cannot bé profifably electrified. "The above 33 per 
gent. of mileage will carry more than 30 per cent. of the traffic. 

by preferential arrangement of routes probably 60 per 
cent. of the total 0 could be put over this, mileage. 
euh the électrification of the above mileage a fuel saving 
would be effected. 
Added to. this. saving. will be $50,000,000 annually in favour of 
electric v. steam engine répairs and maintenance. 

The total unit cost of electrification will be approximately 
$40,000 per mile of main-line track, which with 12,600 miles. to 
be electrified would cost $500,000.000. In addition, yard and 


: siding trackage would call for $300.000,000. or a total of 


$800,000,000. This sum will cover the necessary construction 
and equipment for the railways. 

The electrification above outlined will displace approximately 
7,000 steam locomotives,’ which at a salvage value of $22,500 
each will credit the electrification, estimate with a 99 
5150, 000, 000. leaving a net investment of 5650, 000,000. which 
taken in connection with aforementioned savings of $90,000,000 
per annum would return approximately 14 per cent. on the 
investment. 

Industries.—There are approximately 50,000 industrial plants 
in the zone which either purchase or generate power. The 
Bureau of the Census is at present compiling the statistics of 
the 1919 Census of Mwnufactures. From the data at hand a 
saving of between 6,000,000 and 8,000,000 tons of coal is in- 
dicated. In the anthracite coal mines of Pennsylvania, by 
means of electrification and the supply of superpower, a con- 
servative estimate based on actual tests shows a saving of 
6,500,000 gross tons of anthracite. The Survey is preparing 
estimates for completely electrifying the anthracite mines. 

Utilities.—A large saving of coal can be effected through the 
more efficient generation of power bv the new superpower 
stations. It is found that the average rate of consumption 
for present céntral-station output is 21 lb. per kWh. Power 
can be produced in the superpower system at an average rate 


of 13 lb. per kWh. The present central-station output of coal- 


generated power within the zone is 8,000,000,000 kWh. There- 
fore one pound saved per kWh will conserve 4.000.000 tons of 
coal annually. 

Electric Power Generation and Transmission.—The location 
of the large superpower stations and their attendant trans- 


mission lines is related to the establishment of load centres 


throughout the superpower zone to which power will be trans- 
mitted from them at minimum distance. To date it is in- 
dicated that some twenty load centres will be established. By 
March Ist sufficient data were expected to be at hand to estab- 
lish these load centres, after which the location of new super- 
power stations and their interlinking transmission systems 
could be promptly determined in the zone. 

The development of power outside of but for transmission 
to the zone is being most carefully considered, having relation 
to the St. Lawrence River. other hydro-electric powers. and the 
bituminous coal mines. Tt has been agreed among the experts 
of the country that 950,000 volts will be an acceptable voltage 
for the transmission of power over distances greater than A0 


miles and about half that value for the zone itself. 


A conference with the coal authorities indicates that a fair 


‘figure to take for the average price of coal during 1919 was 


$2.90 per ton at the mine, and during the period from that 


date to 1930, $3.50 per ton. 


With regard to water power for the zone, a summation of 
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the possible outputs indicates that for an average year there 
will be available 12,000,000,000 kWh and for a minimum year 
8,360,000,000 kWh, the plant capacity being 2,300,000 kW to 
. furnish this amount of energy. It is of interest at this point 
to state that in 1930 the total power requirement in the super- 
power zone indicated by projected growth curves will be 
48,000,000,000 kWh, of which amount the superpower system 
could supply 36,000,000,000 kWh. ‘This, therefore, indicates 
that the water-power supply can be but from 20 to 25 per 
cent. of the total. This fact forces the conclusion that most 
careful consideration must be given to the efficient develop- 
ment of power from coal. , 

The report will contain a chronology indicating time and 
location of superpower stations to be constructed in the order 


of their requirement, giving savings to be effected as their 


serial installation is made. 

. Through the unusual co-operation of the public utilities, the 

railways and the industries the completion of the work will 

"WA 7 85 May Ist, substantially a matter of computation and 
ulation. 


Legislation.—Legislation should take the form of an Act per- 


mitting the formation of a corporation authorised to take by 
eminent domain lands gr interests therein necessary or appro- 
priate to the construction, maintenance and operation of lines 


for the transmission of electric energy. Such legislation may 


be by a separate Act or by an amendment to the Federal 
Power Commission law. 

As a condition precedent to the formation of such a cor- 
poration the proposed incorporators should be required to 


apply to the Federal Power Commission for a certificate that 


the project is desirable and is justified in the public interest. 
This application should be followed by a hearing after due 
notice to the governors of the States through which condem- 
nation rights are asked. If the certificate is granted, the 
incorporators should be permitted to form a corporation with 
the usual powers and in addition thereto (subject to the ap- 
proval of the utility commission of the State where the power 
is to be exercised) the right to construct, maintain and operate 
power plants and transmission lines and the right to purchase 
electrical energy from and sell it to electrical power producing 
and distributing companies. All of these rights should be 
subject to the exercise by each State of its full police and 
taxing power. 


It will be observed that herein no new right is created as 


against any State, except that of taking by eminent domain 
the location of a transmission line for the transportation of 
electrical energy in interstate or foreign commerce. Each 
State retains unimpaired power to fix a 
rates, to determi the character of 
structures and to lay and collect taxes to 
the same extent as such authority is 
exercised over power producing and dis- 


tributing corporations of its own 
creation. 
Financial. -The plan of financing Poy 


E | 
5 


which has been suggested 1s based on the 
supposition that the superpower system 
is in its very nature an extension of pre- . 
sent power supply .systems whereby, 
combining several large plants with pre- 
sent relatively small plants, economy in 
generation and conservation of natural 
resources can be secured over that at 
present attained. Therefore the vested 
rights of existing public utility power 
generating and distributing companies 
should be protected. 

Dependence must be placed on the in- 
centive of private initiative to lower costs 
and on some form of public regulation 
of prices to the consumer. The power 
generated and «distributed by the super- 
power system will finally be distributed 
to the public by means of existing com- 
panies, and the economies to the public 
utility cómpanies which will result must 
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ultimately be reflected in prices to the consumer through the 


action of the State regulating bodies. 

The financial plan in bare outline provides for a superpower 
company with non-par stock as its only class of security. The 
publie. utilities within the Boston-Washington zone are to be 
entitled to subscribe for this stock, pro rata, based upon capa- 
city demand and load factor, stock not taken by these 
customers of the superpower systein to be offered to public 
subscription. 


A contract between the superpower company and a local. 


public service company would be a selling contract or a buy- 
ing contract, while in many cases both buying and selling of 
electrical energy would be involved. — These contracts, on 
which the State regulatory bodies would pass, would be ad- 
justed from time to time to meet the progress of the art and 
changing conditions, whether favourable or unfavourable to 
costs of operation. 

Returns upon the stock of the superpower company should 
be limited by specific provision to a fair division of the benefits 
derived from its operation between the investing public and 
the consumers that will make it possible for the superpower 
company to come into existence and at the same time be able 
to serve the public adequately. New capital is the keystone of 


f 


_the project, but the publie demand is its foundation. 


of public regulation. 


This 
division of benefits would be attained by a rule under which 
the customer companies would -participate equally with the 
stockholders in any distribution, at stated intervals, of net 
earnings in excess of a specified rate of return, which itself 
should be more liberal than is commonly contained in the idea 
Thus efficiency in management, woul: 
be rewarded and the public interest directly served. To secure 
the participation of the ultimate consumer in this division vt 
benefits, provision should be made that the superpower stock 
held by any public service company be regarded as represent- 
ing an extension to its existing station capacity rather than 


an outside investment security. . 


Absolute publicity of the superpower company's operations 
will be an essential condition. Freedom of action should, 
however, be also sought for this company in order to promct« 
the free flow of capital to this enterprise, whose requirements 
will be large and continually increasing. - í 
. The prime object of the superpower plan is a larger supply 
of cheaper power. The superpower survey looks to the full 
utilisation of all resources, and conservation of the country’s 
fuel cannot be attained except with the aid of. large capital 
investment. Neither the nation, by coal conservation, nor the 
individual consumer, by lower rates, can profit by the project, 
however sound in its engineering and economic phases, unless 
the conditions of financing are sufficiently attractive to warraut 
the use of the country's financial resources.. 


ELECTRIC VEHICLE PROGRESS. 


A NEW '' ELECTRICAR.'' 


Durna the past year Messrs. ELECTRICARS, LrD., have 
been engaged in very considerable experimental and research 
work in connection with the needs of the municipal engineer 
and surveyor. One of the results of their activity is depicted 
in the accompanying illustration. It is considered by its 
makers that this electric vehicle is the nearest approach that 
has yet been made to the ideal municipal wagon. Per- 
haps two of the most difficult requirements of the refuse- 
collecting wagon are: Adequate carrying capacity, and the 
keeping of the body sufficiently low to enable the filler to 
work without the use of a ladder. The first is a very difficult 
factor, owing to the different conditions which obtain in 
each town, but its importance is apparent when it is con- 
sidered that no vehicle can be earning anything for its owner 
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'" ELECTRICARS " MUNICIPAL TipPING WAGON. 


while it ‘is standing idle being loaded. It is, therefore. 


essential to- determine the correct carrying capacity of the 
vehicle in order to avoid wasting the time of the vehicle on 
the one hand, and wasting the time of the fillers on the 
other. In practice, it has been generally found that the 
40 or 50-cwt. Edison accthnulator wagon has been the most 
economical unit to employ for this class of work. With 


regard to the second requirement, it is almost unnecessary to 


sav that while the old method of using a ladder to load the 
van with horse-drawn vehicles was tolerated, it is absolutely 
ruled out in the case of mechanically-propelled vehicles owing 
to the enormous waste of time involved. In the case of 
the wagon under consideration,- Messrs.  Electricars, Ltd., 
have endeavoured to keep the loading line sufficiently low: 
in. this instance it is 5 ft. from the ground, which means 
loading from the kerb at a height of 4 ft. 8 in. 


B. E. V. Super Giant " TRUCKS. 


Messrs. BRITISH ELECTRIC VEHICLES, LTp., several types of 
whose trucks have been described in our pages from 
time to time, have received instructions from the Port 
of London Authority to supply 31 of their“ Super Giant 
electric industrial trucks. We are informed that the order 
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was placed after exhaustive tests had been carried out on 
various types of vehicle, including trucks made by the leading 
American manufacturers, not so much from the point of 
view of price, as from that of actual performance, accessi- 
bility, and simplieity. As an example, the following facts 
may be mentioned: The motor can be replaced with a new 
one in under ten minutes; the countershaft can be taken out 
and replaced in the same time, and the controller can be 
removed without disconnecting any of the wiring and without 
taking out any bolts, the time required being under five 
minutes. 

.All other parts of the truck are also easily accessible for 
either repair or adjustment, and the electrical equipment 
consists of one of the firm's standard motors to run at 40 
volts, 1,900 r.p.m.. 1 b.h.p.. constant rating. The battery 
consists of 20 cells, Chloride Exide-ironclad, I.M.V.5 type, 


rated at 161 Ah. The efficiency of the motor under normal 
running conditions with the truck fully loaded, running on 
a hard level track, is 80 per cent., the current consumption 


being from 30 to 32 amps. All running parts are fitted with 
ball or roller bearings, Skefko bearings being used for the 
motor. differential gear and countershaft, and British Timken 
roller bearings for the wheels. 


The controller is of the firm's standard pattern, fixed under 


the platform of the truck in a austen case, and embodies 
a number of special features, namely: The drum can be 
taken out without dismantling any parts; the fingers are 
adjustable and are held in contact by springs; the trip gear, 
which is interlocked with the brake, interrupts the main 
circuit when the brake is applied, and the controller can be 
taken out without disconnecting any of the wiring. | 

It is particularly pleasing that in this instance the order 
has been kept at home instead of going to America, not as 
à question of sentiment, but on results. 


A New D. P." VEHICLE BATTERY. 


Storage batteries used to propel electric vehicles are required 
to withstand the most trying conditions that are met with in 
battery practice—overcharging, under-charging. standing dis- 
charged, discharging at excessive rates, neglect, rough hand- 


ling, and, above all and worst of all, incessant vibration when 
in use—and it is marvellous that batteries have been pro- 
duced which can successfully endure such treatment.’ As a 
matter of fact, the list of types which have made good is 
exceedingly short. The announcement of the D. P. BATTERY 
Co., LTD., that it has developed and put on the 
market & new traction battery is therefore of exceptional 
interest, and we have taken an early opportunity of visiting 
the company's offices to inspect the newcomer. It is a lead- 
plate battery, of the pasted type, and has been subjected to 
prolonged trials in actual service, as a result of which the 
makers confidently put forward for it some remarkable claims, 
chief of which is that the cells never require cleaning out. 


That implies, of course, that the active material never falls to 


the bottom of the cell, for which reason the clearance space 
beneath the plates is greatly reduced. The plates are of high 
capacity but very strong construction, and the separators are 
of a special material applied in such a way that the active 


‘material is permanently retained in position. The capacity of 


the cells is therefore maintained longer than would otherwise 
be the case, and the important advantage is gained that the 
plates, during their whole life, never need be removed from 
the boxes and exposed to the air, a 17 which is well 
known to be very detrimental to them. The cells are generally 
similar in appearance to other lead batteries, and are made to 
the dimensions standardised for electric vehicles. We are in- 
formed that the watt-hour capacity of the cells per pound of 
battery is exceptionally high. implying that the internal 
resistance is low. The cells are capable of withstanding high 
rates of charging and discharging, and the British Electric 
Vehicle Co. has furnished particulars of a trial run of 80 miles 
with a battery of 42 ‘‘TR’’ 13 type D. P." cells, rated at 
145 Ah at the 5-hour rate of discharge. At the start the specific 
gravity of 1.265; on the outward journey of 40 miles, 110 Ah 
was taken out of the battery, which was then put on charge 
at constant voltage, for three hours, starting at 40 amperes 


(sp. gr. 1.900) and finishing at 90 (sp. gr. 1.950). On the 


return trip 100 Ah was taken out, the specific gravity falling 
to 1.175. The B.E.V. Co. considered these results somewhat 
in the way of a record.” 


NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS AND PLANT. 


Readers are invited to submit particulars of new or improved devices and apparatus, which will be published 
if considered of sufficient interest, 


A Universal Ceiling Rose and Connector Box. 


Messrs. EpwarRD WI COX & Co., Broadway Corner, Trafford 
Road, Salford, have sent us particulars of a universal 
ceiling rose, connector box, &c., for any situation, and suitable 
for any wiring system. | | 

The device consists of a base of porcelain or other suitable 
insulating material (fig. 1), having four openings leading from 
a central hole, each opening being provided with a tapped 
(or square dovetailed) blind hole into which are inserted as 


many terminals (fig. 2) as are required to make a two, three, 


or four-plate ceiling rose or junction box. The circuit cables 
are led through a central hole in the usual hardwood pattress, 
and the base is slipped over and secured to the wood block by 
three screws. The cables are bared in the usual way and 
the conductor is bent round the castellated terminal centre 
screw, & sound mechanical and electrical connection being 
effected, also ensuring that the conductor is insulated right up 


Fia. 9.—TERMINAL. 


Fio. 1.—UNIVERSAL BASE. 


to the terminal. The flexibles for the pendant are secured to 
the same terminal screw, under the top washer. The desi 

of the terminal leaves no back connections or screws to corrode 
and no side screws to tempt the wireman to leave to chance, 


all connections are at the front and straight. With the use 
of cab tire sheathed cables and a cover as shown in fig. 5 
filled with suitable compound to cover terminals and & rubber 
ring to cover fixing screws, the device may be used for wet or 


Fia. 83.—CovER FOR BASF. 


corrosive situations in chemical and similar works. The ordi- 
nary type of ceiling rose cover may be used for ordinary 
situations, but the one illustrated is suitable for either with 
the addition of the compound filling only for special situation:. 
A plain cover maf be used to convert the device into a junction 
box for either wet or dry situations. 


A New Stator Construction. 


Mr. ALEXANDER ZanKY, 930, W. Temple Street, Los Angeles, 
Cal., U.S.A., has sent us particulars of a new design of stator 
for a.c. machines for which patents are pending. The chief 
aim of the design is to simplify winding or, better still, re- 
winding, especially in the case of fractional h.p. machines 


" where limited space makes the work very difficult. It will be 


noticed from fig. 4, p. 408, that the finished product has 
the effect of a closed channel type of stator, a type which, 
although ideal electrically, is a rarity, owing to the comuner- 
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.cial impossibilitw of winding such types for voltages requiring 
numerous inductors. 

In this device, instead of a one-piece core stator with inner 
teeth, a two-piece stator of concentric ring construction 1s 
used. No. l in the illustration is the outer ring fixed to the 
frame. No. 2 is the inner ring with an inner web at the 
bottom of the outer teeth giving it the appearance of a d.c. 


(2) Toothed Core. 


(1) Outer Ring. 
Fic. 4. = NEW STATOR CONSTRUCTION. 


(8) Rotor. 


armature. After winding the slots, the inner ring is pushed 
into position in No. 1, and a mechanical and magnetic contact 
is effected by having the bore of the outer ring and the outer 
diameter of No. 2 slightly tapered. The rotor can be of the 
usual types: 
Electric Starting on Crude Oil. 


Mxssks. Wie PETTERS, Lro., the pioneers of semi -Diesel 
crude oil engines, have perfected an electric sturting device. 
which can be supplied with all sizes of oil engines manu- 
factured by them. It enables the engine to be started in- 
stantly on crude oil without external heating, and dispenses 


VICKERS.-PETTER 
PATENT 
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FIG. ENGINE STARTER. 


with the need for paraffin. The device consists of a patented 
electric torch, to which current is supplied through a battery 
charged by a dynamo attached to the engine. As soon as 
the engine is started, the current is switched off and ignition 
maintained by the heat of. combustion. The torch is only 
exposed fo the heat of combustion for u few minutes, and is 
not liable to be burnt out. The equipment includes two 
storage batteries for 100 ampere-hours, one being a spare, 
one spare heating element, and a complete generating set with 
switchboard and instruments for charging the battery from the 
engine. A lamp switch is also provided, enabling one or 
two electric lights in the engine room or elsewhere, to be 
connected to the battery. 


Keepirig Wires straight when being Pulled into Conduit. 


Where a number of conductors are being pulled into a 
conduit, such as the connections between a controller and its 
resistance ‘or motor, from a field-rheostat dial antl operating 


Fig. 6. ARSON OF CONDUCTORS WHEN: BEING PULLED 
A INTO A CONDUIT. 

mechanisin on the switchboard to the resistance some distance 
away, &c., the problem of keeping the wires straight and pro- 


price all the electricity required by a Parliamentary 
taking, is a most unsatisfactory condition of the affairs of a 
‘State-granted monopoly. 


from you, especially as you 
the new ‘conditions under the 


perly laid up during the pulling-in process is always present. 
The scheme illustrated in the figure solves.the problem very 
nicel 

ine piece of board a number of holes are bored, and 
through these the wires are passed and then connected to the 
pull-in line (fig. 6. When the wires are connected the board 
can be held away from the end of the conduit by & man 
while the, wires are being pulled. Since the holes in the board 
hold the conductors in a given position on entering the conduit 
they will maintain this position throughout the latter's length. 
This greatly facilitates cabling up, as the wires occupy prac- 
tically the same relative position in each end of the conduit. 
When they are tested, out, the top conductors at one end will 
be found on top at. the other and the bottom conductors at 
one end on the bottom at the other, which is seldom the 
case excepting where some means is provided to hold each 


wire in a given PORMA in the ae —W. A. Harris in 
. Power. 


XE ME 


. CORRESPONDENCE. 


. Letters reosiced by us after 5 P.M. ON TUESDAY : a snot appear watil 
the following week, Corre showd surward thew commung- 
cations at the earliest possible moment, No letter oan be published 
61111 ety d Imt me nn ence Pen 


The North-East Coast Power Companies. 


' It may readily be conceded that the primary object of your 
leading article in the ELECTRICAL. REVIEW of March IIth. 1921, 
is synonymous with the aim of the writer of this letter, viz.. 
to help to secure to the national industries the cheapest pos- 
sible supply of electric power to enable home industries to 
compete in the markets of the world. But your commenda- 
tion of tbe North-East Coast electric power companies is 
unfortunate, in view of the methods ot that combination, 
and of the misuse of Parliamentary powers it has acquired 
and has exercised without the sanction of Parliament in a 
manner inimical to public interests. It is also somewhat unfair 
to your readers in so far as your comments give the impres- 
sion of successful development, the genuineness of which is 
at least open to doubt. Should not the performances or the 
Newcastle group of power companies rather be regarded as 
a public danger than held up as an example? Surely you 
have not fallen into the common error of mistaking a goliath 
growth for a healthy development. 

It is puzzling to know the data on which business experts 
of your experience repeat the claim of successful electrical 
development in the North of England, which claims up to 
now have always proved to be but an echo of the vaünting 
voice of the combination itself. Where are the independently 
verified figures obtainable? The statistics of the North-East 
Coast companies are not to be found in the directors’ reports, 
and they are not to be found side by side with those of the 
other companies and all the municipal electrical authorities 
in the kingdom, in the published tables of the electrical Press. 
Is it not rather a fact that properly audited figures and inde- 

pendently verified statistics of the Newcastle group of power 
companies do not exist, and that the cumbination is a law 
unto itself in spite of the statistics prescribed by the Board of 
Trade to other undertakings, who readily and freely publish 
Bu figures, as all the owners of State-granted powers ought 
to do? 

If the successful development you commend means the lowest 
possible price of electric power to the national industries and 
a fair return to the private investor, then success has not been 
achieved under the holding company system practised by the 
Newcastle group of power companies on the North-East 
Coast. On the contrary, 1t has meant the ruin of. certain sets 
of investors on the one hand, and extravagant rewards to 
another section, while the consumer can only receive such 
portion of the benefit of reduced costs or improvements in 
working as the combination ex gratia " chooses to bestow. 
The introduction of intervening and holding companies which 
have been depleting the revenues of Parliamentary under- 
takings for no adequate service. supplying plant at enormous 
prices far above cost, vending at the holding company's ówn 


under- 


I recognise that you are seeking. a8 ; I am also endeav ouring 


. to. seek, to be of service to the well-being of the national 
"industries. 


With such knowledge as 1 have, the lowest pos- 
sible. prices of electric power seem to be impossible of attain- 
ment under the existing methods of the Newcastle group of 
power companies. How is the effect of past abuses of Par- 
liamentary powers to be remedied and proper safeguards im- 
posed, except in the first place by the impartial and indepen- 
dent investigation advocated in my pamphlet, a copy of which 
is enclosed for vour information? 

The fact of the Newcastle group having done useful pioneer 
work, which must be admitted, ought not to be a justification 
for continuing their methods. I would be-pleased to hear 
re more in touch than I am with 

‘Electricity Commissioners. It 
dogs not appeur that they hive the power to investigate ant 
performances of the North-East Coast companies in the 
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manner they ought to be gifted before the operation of so 
important an area is entrusted to them under the 1919 Act. 
Any information that. would modify my views would be 
acceptable. I am open to conviction if shown to be wrong. 
I would only be too pleased to rectify any apparent injustice 
my present attitude may be doing to the combination or to 
industrial interests. My aim has been to help electrical pro- 
gress in the right direction, although shareholders whom I 
have addressed from time to time, have never been able to see 
it, the subject is so complex. 

With the one exception I think your article is most useful 
and instructive. 

Andrew Gemmell. 
Ocinghtmvon’ Tyne. 
March 16th, 1921. 


[We print with some reluctance Mr. Gemmell's letter (which 
we rather expected to receive)—reluctance, because of the 
pressure on our space; but it were better to risk misapplying 
the space than to risk the suppression of truth or the perpe- 
tuation of injustice. If our correspondent is mistaken, the 
companies are too well established to suffer injury: if he 
is in the right, the facts should be known. It seems that the 

" short point '' of his complaint is simply that the companies 
do not publish the details of their business; this does not 
strike us as a very reprehensible procedure. On the other 
hand, while we hold no brief for the companies, we are 
impressed by the fact that Mr. Gemmell's campaign, extend- 
ing over many years, has elicited no support from any quarter, 
and the companies appear to be in good standing and repute 
with their consumers, amongst whom are numbered many of 
the largest manufacturing concerns on the North-East Coast, 
and many municipal authorities. It would, no doubt, be a 
very good thing if the companies would meet Mr. Gemmell's 
charges once for all, and settle a question which is becoming 
somewhat time-worn; but the fact that they are silent bv no 
means presumes their guilt. Our own view of the companies’ 
tivities has already been expressed: it is. in fact, the item 
vith which Mr. Gemmell disagrees.—Enps. Erre. Rev. ] 


The Life of Metal-filament Lamps. 


Holding a. perhaps, unique position in the lamp industrv. 
and having read with much interest the correspondence on the 
above subject, and closelv examined manv thousands of the 
“dear departed.” I would like to suggest that one real reason 
for the short life of the vacuum-tvpe lamp is that of rough and 
unsuitable usage, for it should always be remembered that a 
m.f. lamp cannot be handled with the same freedom asr a 
carbon type. This fact alone would appear to be responsible 
for more than half the comnlaints of short life. 

With regard to the '' gasfilled " lamp, the case is perhans 
a little different. for there is here a verv real defect which. 
no doubt, will be eliminated in the course of time bv the 
manufacturers, and no doubt vour correspondenta will find the 
life of gasfilled " lamps increase bevond that of the vacuum 
type—if thev will exercise their patience a little longer and 
not forget that the manufacturers’ and consumers’ interests, 
after all, are almost identical. 

| Ita Est. 


March 22nd, 1991. 


Payment According to Ability. 


When I wrote vou mv idea of low nroduction and payment 
by abilitv I meant just what I said. Bv ability I mean doing 
a fair dav'& work. and doing it well. I don't believe in 
scamped work, though I've seen plenty of it done. 

There is no doubt that“ Another Regular Reader" was 
the hest man on the job he got sacked over. 

I still hold that the average man after serving his appren- 
ticeship and having 15 years’ experience is a better man than 
the average man of 91. If he is no good then, T should give 
him a broom, and let him sweep the shop up. I don't care 
whether a man is married and has children or not, if he 
applies for a job and expects the same wage as other men 
he should he capable of doing his work. What is technical 
training? It jx only one wav of gaining experience. He 
fays, himself. that he failed to pass a test; well, he failed 
through want of experience. 

‘To mv idea, fear of unemnlovment through more produc- 
tian is utter nonsense. Can't a man be anick at his work 
and do it well at the same time? Ts “ Another Regular 
Reader one of those that think a man is ton old at 40? 

Tf a foreman or manager cannot tell which are his best 
Nomen he mnt EN be silly or blind. 

Regular Reader. 

March Nth, qon. 


— 


The Training of Kinema 1 


Apropos of your note re kinema operators and their ability 
as electricians (in vour issue of March 18th). T should like 
fo sav that J think most of the fault lies with the tuition 
at anme of the institutions where onerating is taught. T. 
mvself bad tuition at one of these, and T must sav that had T 
not possessed a thorongh knowledge of electrical and mechani- 
0 engineering already, L should now have been considerably 
ar Rea. 


I certainly agree with your correspondent's remark that 


— 


oo 


so long as they can turn the handle or switch on and thread 
up the projector they think they are first-rate operators. 

For instance, at the institution attended by me they had 
in the theatre a petrol generating set. Many pupils whe came 
down would say: “ What is that? " and the only satisfaction 
they received was to be told: * It is a generator." They were 
not told of its construction, or its working, or instructed in 
any way as to its care, and during the Serial of my attendance 
it was not even run, but I noticed that one of the operator 
instructors spent much time in cleaning it. 

Also I might say a few words in connection with the worl 
ing of the arc and gear with which it is controlled. 

In the school theatre in question there were (as is thé 
case In most kinemas) two projectors, but unlike the com- 
mercial units, no change-over switch was fitted—there being 
a double-pole two-way knife switch only. Consequently none 
of the pupils received instruction in the management of this, 
and the necessity of cutting down the current to the required 
level while the two arcs are momentarily burning together. 
This, of course, is done automatically in the case of the 
change-over resistance and switch combined, but all kinemas 
are net necessarily fitted with this type. 

The only opportunity given to the pupil to grasp all these 
technicalities is one evening's actual experience in the operat- 
ing box of some kinema to which he is sent bv the school. 

Therefore, I do not see how these men can be necessarily 
described as electrical engineers unless thev have taken the 
greatest interest in their work, and augmented their electrical 
knowledge during their spare time. 

Could not this be done in the same way as some of the 
apprentice engineers are doing it—by attending a course at 
the polvtechnics in the mornings? or, better still, kinema 
proprietors should insist that the schools teaching the would-be 
operators should give them a thorough technical and practical 
course of electricity and its application to the kinema. 


Thornton Heath. F. C. Dreier. 
March 94th, 1991. 


— 


An Electrostatic Phenomenon. 


In reply to Mr. F. Cooper, many vears ago I experienced 
the same phenomenon. A number of 100-V carbon filament 
lamps had become charged in the manner described by being 
in close proximity to a quick-running dry leather belt of a 
Robey engine and dynamo. On a lamp being touched by 
hand on the brass collar, one had a nasty shock when the 
lamp discharged to earth. If a lamp was held bv the bulb 
and placed close to the belt, but not touching it. a lightning 
display was noticed all over the outside of the bulb. and the 
filament of the lamp lashed up against the sides of the bulb. 
Tt was possible to light a gas jet when the brass collar was 
brought near the gas burner with the gas on. 

I have many times tried since to charge lamps un in a 
similar manner. but so far have failed. Whether it was 
the dryness of the belt, or the combination of fastening studs 
in it, I cannot sav. 

tandon P. E. Davenport. 


March Sth, 1921. 


— — - — 


City and Guilds Examinations. 


Referring to mv letter of January 31st, 1991 (which. so far. 
vou have apparently not found space enough in vour columns 
to publish), I should like to call vour attention to the nara- 
graph referring to the closing-down of City and Guilds 
Examinations in all technical subjects, except as regards the 
Final (Honours) Grade. 

From my personal knowledge I know this cancellation has 
proved disastrous, as far as electrical classes are concerned. 
and apparently gas engineering and gas supply also. 

The difference is, however. that '' our friends the enemy 
are not inclined to allow their business interesta fo be M 
capped in this manner, and it is interesting to know that the 
result of their agitation is that the cancelled examinations have 
heen reinstated in the subjects of gas engineering and gas 
sunplv. 

Tf, Sir. this can be done by our gas competitors, surely our 
awn Tnstitution ought to be capable of similar action. on 
behalf of those who are so anxious to qualify in the branch of 
the industry thev have entered. 

Tt is important to note that these gas examinations will he 
held ner! month, and had mv letter been brencht to the 
notice of onr profession, it is quite possible thot nreggure 
would have heen brought to hear on the Board of Education, 
with the same satisfactory result as regards electrical examina- 
tions. 

Of course it is impossible now. as far as this session is con- 
cerned, but T trust that some stene will ha taken to ensure 
their reinstatement for the session. 1991-1999, 

Tt is anite beyond mv comprehension to understand wh 
euch indifference is shown to educational mattera, thev beina 
more cenerally pushed into the backeround. instead of being 
allowed to take their proper position in our profession. 

Undoubtedly a well-educated hody of workers is more eon- 
tented and valuable to the general community. than the 
reverse, 


Tandon. 
March 2 22nd, 1921. 


ps „ | E 


Gus. C. Lundberg, M. I. E. E. 


— 
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Wiring in Ferro-concrete Factories. 


With reference to the correspondence that has appeared 
lately on the subject of wiring in concrete buildings, the 
letter of Mr. J. H. C. Brooking in your current issue raises 
a very important point regarding the right of users to criticise 
any material olfered for sale. While L am not immediately 
concerned in the question of the merits or otherwise of cables 
for a certain class of work, l am in coininon with other en- 
gineers and users of electrical material very much concerned 
with the attitude tuken up by Mr. Brooking, as it unfor- 
tunately represents the views of severa: of the large manu- 
facturers at present. Mr. Brooking makes three suggestions 
as to how you should deal with letters similar to the one 
which has annoyed hum, suggestions to which you will no 
doubt attach the value they deserve, but I think they should 
not pass unnoticed by your readers, especially the last one: 
That correspondents’ letters should be submitted to the firms 
allected so that they could answer the libellous statements 
contained therein. While it may be the case that Mr. 
Brooking's firm deal satisfactorily with any complaints they 
may receive, this is not the case with a number of firms. 
Any engineer who has had to deal with firms regarding de- 
fective or unsuitable material knows the usual type cof reply 
that is given in these cases—either an impossible "' explana- 
tion or an attempt at bluff, which is an insult to the com- 
plainant’s inteligence. Mr. Brooking talks glibly about 
" libellous " statements as though every criticism of a manu- 
facturer's products were libellous; no doubt there are certain 
firms who do make an honest effort to investigate users’ 
complaints, and give help where it is required, but the point 
I wish to emphasise is that letters such as that written by 
Mr. Brooking are likely to do more harm to the industry 
than good, as it is really saying in effect to the user that 
So-and-So's manufactures are " IT," und you must not criti- 
cise. The technical Press should be open to all discussions 
on, and criticisms of, goods cttered for sale; it is only by that 
. means that results of use can be circulated, and really reliable 
information obtained. As one who has found the "' Corre- 
spondence ” columns of the Review a mine of practical infor- 
mation during the past 17 years, I hope it will be a long time, 
if ever, before you adopt Mr. Brooking's suggestions. 

Phase. 


Synchronous Induction Motors and Power Factor. 


In the Electrical World for November 20th, 1920, a very 
interesting series of tests curried out at the Yale University, 
U.S.A., on an ordinary induction motor, supplied with con- 
tinuous current to the slip-rings, was published. Messrs. 
Warner and Knowlton, who carried out these tests, are to be 
congratulated on the intelligent way in which they have appre- 
ciated the difticulties which prevent supply engineers from do- 
ing anything on a large scale to improve the power factor of 
their stations, and on the manner in which they have in their 
paper expressed these ditliculties; but unfortunately there is 
still a lot of valuable inforination which they have not given, 
and possibly cannot give. 

Surely, Sir, here is an opportunity where some of our many 
British University and other laboratories might do something 
to help the supply engineers of our own country? For 
instance— 

(1) The tests were only carried out on a 10-h.p. motor; how 
would they show up on a 100-h.p. motor, and with what result 
if the rotor were delta-wound? 

(2) The constant excitation at which the tests were carried 
out, using only two limbs of the star, appears to have been 
fixed too low, apparently with the object either of improving 
the overall efficiency or of reducing the leading current at the 
lightest loads; but 1t is not made clear what 1s the exact load at 
which the motors become unstable, in regular running, with 
this particular current and with the rotor used as field. 

(3) Similar information 18 wanted with respect to the load 
limits at synchronising; in other words, how much extra ex- 
cun current is required for additional load during this opera- 
tion 

(4) What are the absolute limits to the exciting current 
which are fixed by the heating of the rotor windings? 

It would surely well repay our Universities, &c., to ascer- 
tain further particulars regarding these, and many other, 
points of interest to supply engineers and to publish them. 


A. M. Taylor, 
Hon. Major, S.0.9, W. B. A. M. 


E 


Birmingham. 
March 22nd, 1921. 


Heating of Buried Cables Report. 


I understand that in the discussion at Liverpool upon the 
above report, Mr. J. A. Morton referred to some results 
which I gave at Birmingbam as to the relative heating with 
continuous currents and three-phase, 25-period, currents in 
the same bit of cable, and suggested that the results given, 
namely, a 50 per cent. sheath loss in the three-phase cable. 
as compared with the copper losses of the same cable when 
traversed by continuous current, in the experiments quoted 
by me, were incorrect and were due to the fact that a current 
of 400 amperes (d.c.) was passed through one core instead 
of a current of 230 amperes d.c. through each core. 

I beg to say that Mr, Morton is wrong in his assumption, 


and that, as a matter of fact, experiments were tried in 
which 230 amperes d.c. was actually passed through each core 
and, so far from the temperature rise with direct currents 
coming out higher in this case, as Mr. Morton expected, the 
actual temperature rise was 124 per cent. less. 

The three-phase (25-periods) tests were, however, repeated 
later, and it was found that, instead of 50 per cent. loss in the 
sheathing and armouring. there was only 33 per cent. if 
compared with 400 amperes d.c. in a single core, but that 
there was oU per cent. if compared with 230 amperes d.c. 
in three cores. The results given, therefore, substantially 
stand for 25 periods. 

On the other hand, more recent experiments carried out 
at 50 periods showed that the losses were considerably less 
with 50 periods than with 25 periods, except in the case of 
single-phase currents. 

Has Mr. Morton seen La Revue Générale de l' Electricité for 
August 7th, 1920, in which (I am told) Monsieur Capelville 
demonstrates, and quotes experiments to prove, that the loss 
in the lead sheathing converts into a drop in the copper 
conductor of 30 volts per mile? Now, the drop in the copper 
conductor due to a continuous current at 1,000 amperes per 
square inch would only be 50 volts per mile; therefore, accord- 
ing to M. Capelville, the loss in the copper due to a con- 
tinuous current would be increased by 60 per cent., when 
traversed by an equal alternating current, due to the losses 
in the lead sheathing. This seems fully to bear out my 
„ assuming that his experiments were made at 25 
eriods. 

: I believe I have the correct explanation of the losses (con- 
trary to my expectation) being less with 50 periods than with 
25 periods, but will not trespass upon your space at the present 
time to give my reasons. I may say, however, that I have 
tests to show that the losses with single-phase. 50-period, 
currents in armoured cables are greatly in excess of those 
with 25 periods. 

As it is probable that in the near future we shall Work 
with single-phase conductors and specially high voltages (see 
Clark and Shanklin's paper, Am.I.E.E.) the fact of the 
reduced lead sheath losses with three-phase cables at 50 
periods will not help us very much. 

A. M. Taylor, 
Hon. Major. 

Birmingham. 

March 28rd, 1921. 


LEGAL. 


WALKER v. TIPLER AND ANOTHER. 


At Marylebone County Court on March 23rd, Judge Sir 
Walworth H. Roberts had before him a ease in which Frank 
Walker (trading as Sowerbutts & Rodgers). of 122. High 
Street, Kilburn, electrical engineers, sued A. V. W. Tipler, a 
schoolmaster, of '"' Ballater," Harrow Road, Sudbury, and a 
Mr. Moseley for £29 5s. for supplying electric wiring to Mr. 
Tipler's house, including pendants, switches and fuses com- 
plete at £2 2s. per point, and also supplying a dozen Osram 
lamps at 3s. 6d. each. 

The case for the plaintiff was that Mr. Moseley told Mr. 
Walker of the job, and he sent a man to make arrangements 
with Mr. Tipler to carry out the work of wiring. The 
work was done, and plaintiff sent the account to Mr. Moselev, 
who replied that the account ought to be forwarded to Mr. 
Tipler himself. This plaintiff did, but the money had not 
been found. 

PLAINTIFF, in giving evidence, said in cross-examination that . 
he would be surprised to hear that the account should not be 
paid until the question of commission was settled between 
him and Mr. Moseley. i 

Mr. TiPLER, giving evidence, said that Mr. Moseley and he 
were in the Army together. Witness was mess officer and Mr. 
Moseley was sergeant cook. They became very friendly, and 
witness thought so well of the capable way he did his work 
that he lent him £70 to set up in business, and he was able 
to engage him at decorating his house. Witness obtained 
from the North Metropolitan Electrical Company an estimate 
which worked out at 35s. a point. Mr. Moseley told him he 
could get the work done at 30s. & point, and that was how 
he came into contact with the plaintiff. No estimate was 
submitted by the plaintiff, and he had never received an 
account from him of any kind. 

It transpired in further evidence that the account had been 
paid with the monevs given by Mr. Tipler to Mr. Moseley, and 
his Honour gave judgment for Mr. Tipler and for the plaintiff 
against Mr. Moscley for the amount claimed. 


DAMAGE TO STREET LAMPS. 


At Whitehaven, last week, two youths named Samuel Skillen 
and Samuel George were fined 208. each for wilful damage 
to electric street lamps. The town clerk told the magistrates 
that the total damage suffered last year amounted to nearly 
£400, and it was time an example was made of some culprits. 
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The damage done in the particular case under consideration 
amounted to £3 4s. 8d., the youths having thrown stones at 
the lamps. 


OLDHAM, ASHTON & Hype ELECTRIC Tramway, LID. 
V. CORPORATION OF ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE AND OTHERS. 
JUDGMENT. 


THe Court of Appeal, consisting of Lords Justices Bankes, 
Warrington, and Atkin, on March 22nd, dismissed the appeal 
of the Oldham, Ashton & Hyde Electric Tramway Co. from 
the judgment of Mr. Justice Rawlatt on its appeal from the 
award of the arbitrator in the arbitration as to the purchase 
price to be paid to the appellant company by the Ashton and 
Hvde Corporations and the Audenshaw and Denton Urban 
District Councils. 

The arbitrator awarded the company £142,000, and its case 
was that Mr. Justice Rowlatt ought not to have: (1) De- 
preciated the item as to engineering fees; (2) allowed nothing 
for the item as to the cost of raising capital; (3) should not 


have remitted to the arbitrator for reconsideration the item 
as to interest on capital during construction, and (4) that the 
learned judge should not have disallowed wholly the item 
with regard to the expenditure the company incurred in re- 
spect of the alterations to the Guide Bridge. 


APPRENTICE FINED. 


AT Bridlington, last week, an electrical apprentice named 
Major Dodgson (19) was fined 20s. for having connected a 
private wire to the Corporation electricity main. He admitted 
that he had done it against his employer's instructions. 


— 


BALLIN ROBE (Co. Mayo) ELECTRIC COMPANY. 


Mr. Justice POWELL, in the King’s Bench Division, Dublin, 
granted permission to the Ballinrobe (Co. Mayo) Electric Co. 
to enlarge its operations by the manufacture of woollens 
and textiles. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Bankrnptcy Proceedings.—ALBERT Lorp, 38, West- 


gate, Burnley, Lancashire, electrical contractor. The following 


are creditors :— 

Electric Lamp Factors .. „ £20 Metallic Electric Engineering 
Greenhalgh oe -i . 186 0. ss ^ 2s | 
Green & Co. 855 P Ws 22 Royal Sovereign Lamp Works.. 15 
Hale, Kearn & Co... kis rs 20 St. Helens Cable Co. os 84 
Hasland Engineering Co. 5 8l Thornton, W. R. .. - .. 181 
Johneon & Phillips vs m 80 Tucker, J. H., & Co. js 49 
Kippex, Wm., oe ia „ 200 Weyden Lamp Co. zs ès 68 
Mason & Co. - $^ AR 15 Whitaker, J., & Sons .. A 11 


JOHN VINCENT BELL, 21, North Bar Within. Beverley, East 

Rang Yorkshire, electrical engineer. The following are creditors 
erein :— 

Briggs & Powell .. T .. £26 

General Electric Co., Ltd. :.. 211 

Pottage Bros. i» 855 cx 11 

L. P. Howse and G. H. B. SNELL (HO WSE & SNELL), electrical 
engineers, 6 and 8. Duke Street, Margate.—Receiving order made 
March 21st. on debtors' own petition. 

C. P. STANTON (Southern Electric Engineering Co.), electrical 
engineer, 25, Beckenham Grove, and 5, Laurel Grove, Penge.— 
Receiving order made March 22nd on debtor's own petition. First 
meeting April 4th at 132. York Road, Westminster, S.E. Public 
examination, April 21st, at the City Court, Croydon. 

E. 8. ELAM and J. WALTON (Elam Walton & Co.), electricians, 
63, King Edward Street, Kingston-upon-Hull.—Last day for proofs 
for dividend, Avril 13th. Mr. G. H. Acheson. Official Receiver, 
trustee, York City Bank Ohambers, Lowgate, Hull. 


Company Liquldations.—ImMPROvED SoLIDITE Co., LTD. 
—Mr. H. W. McLaren, of Buller, Viney & Co., of 68, Coleman Street, 
15 has been appointed receiver on behalf of the debenture 

olders. 

8TOLS ELE*TROPHONE Co. (1914), LTD. — Winding-up order 
made March 22nd. : 

Our contemporary, Electrical Industries, asks us to state that it 
has no conneotion with & company entitled Electrical Industries, 
Ltd. a trading concern registered in May, 1920, and now in 
liquidation. 


Dissolations of Partnership.—Sunseam ELECTRIC Co., 
electrical factors, 63, Lancaster Avenue, Mauchester.—Mr. A. E. 
Outhwaite and Mr. A. G. Hartley have diesolved partnership. 
Debts will be attended to by Mr, A. G. Hartley, who will continue 
the business. 

J. A. Frost and J. W. Frost, electrical engineers, 70, Old 
Oompton Street, W.—By order of the Westminster County Court, 
of February 18th. the partnership between Mr. J. A. Frost and Mr. 
J. W. Frost was dirsolved as from May 22nd, 1920. Debts due to 
the said firm should be paid to Mr. J. A. Frost (the Receiver 
appointed by the Court) at 70, Old Compton Street, W.; particulars 
of debts owing should be sent to Mr. J. A. Frost by April 23rd. 


Catalogues and Lists.—THe Austin Motor Co., LTD., 
Longbridge Works. Northfield, Birmingham.—<An illvstrated and 
fully-deteiled pamphlet dealing with the Austin 0°75-kW auto- 
plant for country house lighting, &c. Also & similar pamphlet of 
the " Austin No. 4 " lighting set. 

Messrs. PAILLIPS & TURNER, 115, Edmund Street, Birmingham. 
il showing galleries, ceiling plates, &c., for electrio light 

ings. 

Messrs. Geo. M'CARTNEY X Co., Burnside Works, Cumnock, 
Scotland.—An illustrated and priced booklet of “Orb " switch and 
fusé gear of many types. 

Messrs. JONES & PORDES, 8, Crawford Passage, Farringdon 
Road, E.C. 1.—An illustrated and priced leaflet dealing with Elba 
dry cells, accumulators. portable bell sets, hand lamps. &c. 

Messrs. L. G. HAWKINS & Co., 116, Charing Cross Road, W.C. 2. 
—An illustrated and priced leaflet advertising the Universal 
electric washer. 

Messrs. BRoTSOHI FRERES & OIE, S.A., Grenchen.—M. Leon 
. Wulliman, of 4, Water Lane, Brixton Hill, S.W. 2, has sent us a 

leaflet relating to the screws, terminals and other such artioles for 
the electrical industry made by this firm, which be represents bere, 


Siemens Bros. & Co, Ltd. . £80 
Ward & Goldstone, Ltd. 7 37 


Messrs, HERBERT MORRIS, LTD., Loughborough, Leicestershire. 
—List .301 Z, giving details of Morris electric hoist blocke, with 
illustrations of actual installations, as well as sizes and prices. 
Also two leaflets dealing respectively with steel joists, channels, 
angles, &c., and vertical boilers (made by H. Coltman & Sons). 

THE GENERAL ELECTRIC Co., LTD., 67, Queen Victoria Street, 
E.C. 4.—P Section (13th edition), an illustrated and fully detailed 
liat of ‘G.E.C Witton” engine- and turbine-driven ac. generators. 
The ty pea shown are constructed to give supplies at 25, 40 and 50 
cycles, and range from 30 to 1,C00 kW. 

THE GLOBE ENGINEERING Co, LTD., Perseverance Works, 
Huddersfield Road. Brighouse.—List No. 2. A leaflet giving illus- 
trations and specification of small d.c. motors of 1 and 2 b.h p. 

Messrs. EowaARD J. Goopwin, LTD., 508, Mansion House 
Chambers, Queen Victoria Street. E.C. 4.—An illustrated booklet 
dealing with Eastman  electrically-operated cloth-cutting 
machines. 

SIMPLEX CONDUITS, LTD., Garrison Lane, Birmingham — 
Catalogue Section “J,” an illustrated and priced booklet, giving 
full details of the “Simplex " colliery lighting system, describing 
many types of small junction or connector boxes. 


Trade Announcements. — Messrs. Jones & Pordes 
announce that Mr. D. J. Esterson, of Glasgow, is not now repre- 


. senting them. and that they have appointed Messrs. MACDONALD 


AND SHAW, of 116, Hope Street, Glasgow, and MR. MASON ALCOCK, 
of Windsor Buildings, North Street, Belfast, and Dublin, to betheir 
sole selling agents for Scotland and Irelard respectively. 

Messrs. H. W. Smith & Co. (1920), Ltd., have appointed Mr. 
C. H. SPAFFORD, 20, Falmouth Road, Bishopston, Bristol (who was 
with Messrs. Simplex Conduits, Ltd.). as their representative for 
the West of England; and Mn. W. J. Davies, Dydraw, Porthcawl, 
as their representative for South Wales. His telephone number is 
" 65 Porthcawl.” 

Messrs. McClure & Whitfield. of Stockport, have appointed the 
City ELECTRICAL Co., 1, Emerald Street, Theobald's Road, 
London, W.C.1, their sole export selling agents, also their sole 
agente for the following districts :—London and the South-East 
Coast—1. Emerald Street, Theobslds Road, London, W.C.1; 
Lincolnshire—High Street. Scunthorpe ; the East Riding of York- 
shire—Jameson Street, Hull; the North-East Coast—67, Grey 
Street, Newcastle-upon-Tyne ; South Wales—16, Charles Street, 
Cardiff. 

Messrs. J. CULKIN & Co, of Skinner Lane, Leeds, wish to 
receive catalogues, price lists, &c., of electrical goods, particularly 
motors, dynamos, switchgear, and power accessories. 

THE TIVIDALE FOUNDRY AND ENGINEERING Co, have opened an 
office and saleroom at 2A, Merton Road, Watford, Herts., and they 
wish to receive catalogues and liats of electrical supplies. 


Copper and Lead Prices,—Messrs. F. SufrrH & Co. 
report March 29th :—Copper (electrolytic) bars, $73, £2 inorease ; 
ditto sheets, £145, 82 increase: ditto wire rods, £89, £2 increase ; 
ditto h.c. wire, 112d., 1d. increase. 

Messrs. JAMES & SHAKESPEARE report March 29th :—Oopper 
bars (beat selected), sheets and rods, no change. English pig lead, 
£21 10s., 258. increase on last week's price. 


Australia and Trade with Germany.—Mr. Hughes, the 
Prime Minister, has confirmed a report that sales of wheat have 
been made to Germany, and has stated that the question of the 
resumption of general trade with Germany will shortly be sub- 
mitted to Parliament.— Reuter (Sydney). 


The G.E.C. Removal.—The new premises of the GENERAL 
ELECTRIC Co, LTD. Magnet House, Kingsway, W.O. 2, the 
erection of which was commenced some years ago, being subse- 
quently held up by the war, will from Monday next, April 4th, . 
become the head office, sales depart ment snd stores of the company. 
The new telephone nnmber will be " Regent 7050" (50 linea). The 
goods entrance will be in Keeley Street. Until further notice the 
showrooms of the company will remain at 67, Queen Victoria 
Street, London, E. C. 4. ; y x AS à 
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* For Sale. — By direction of the Disposal Board, Messrs. 
EADoN & Lockwoop will offer by auction on April 19th, 20th and 
21st at tha National Ordnance and Filling Factory, Chilwell, 
Notts., plaat and machinery, including many electrical items; 
Messeas. King & KING, on April 19th, at 46, Commercial Read, 
Portsmouth, will sell by auction machinery, electrical and other 
plant, &c. 

Messrs. A, DOBELL & Co. are offering by auction at Liverpool, on 
April 7th, a quantity of spruce deals and other timber, stored in 
Liverpool and Manchester. For further particulars see our adver- 
tisement pages to-day. 


Book Notices.—“ Employé Training.” By J. V. L. 
Morris. Pp. xxiv + 312. Price 18s. ‘Connecting Induction 
Motors.“ By A. M. Dudley. Pp. xii + 252; 289 figs. Price 158. 
London : McGraw-Hill Publishing Co., Ltd. 

“Journal of the American Institute of Electrical Engineers." 
Vol. XL, No. 3. March, 1921. New York: The Institute. 
Price $1. 

t The E'estrical Power Engineer." Vol. II, No. 9. March. 1921. 
London: E. P. E. A. Price 4d.—The present issue contains a portrait 
of Mr. J. F. Heslop, A. M. I. E. E., who is President of the Association 
for 1921. Reports of proceedings at various branches and a number 
of interesting notes also appear. 

„Coil Ignition for Motor-Cars.’ By C. Sylvester. Pp. xii + 
228; 106 figs. London: Sir I. Pitman & Sons. Price 108. 6d. net. 

“ Artificial Light." By M. Luckiesh. Pp. xiv + 366: 41 illus- 
trations. London: From the University of London Press, Ltd. 
Published by Hodder & Stouzhton. Price 123. 6d. net. 

Fuel Research Board. Technical Paper, No. 2. Report on the 
Simmance Total Heat-recording Calorimeter.” By Thomas Gray, 
D.Sc, Ph.D., and Alfred Blackie, M.A. London: H.M. Stationery 
Office. Price 9d. (by post 104 1.) — This is the seconi paper in the 
series of Technical Papers of the Fuel Research Board of the 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research. The report 
contains the record of the operations of the Simmance total heat- 
recording calorimater for two periods. In the first of these the 
instrament was left to operate on town gas for five months with 
occasional adjustment, the readings of the recorder being compared 
with the results of determinations of the calorific value carried out 
with the calorimeter which forms part of the instrument. During 
the second period the instrument was supplied with mixtures of 
coal gas and water gas in order to check the accuracy of the gravity 
governor when subjected to rapid and extreme changes of density 
and calorifis value. Tables and results of curves illustrating the 
experiments are also included. 

" Ele.tro-D.position of Copper.“ 
108; 29 figs. London: Sir I. Pitman & Sons. 


By C. W. Denny. Pp. xii + 
Price 2s. 6d. net, 


Social Events.— I RED EGARS, LTD.—On Tuesday, last 
week, an inaugural dinner was given to the staff of Messrs. 
Tredegars, Ltd., by Mr. Alex. Maclean and Mr. H. H. Millett, 
directors, at the Florence Restaurant, in honour of Mr. N. E. 
Bartlett, chairman and governing director. In pcoposing the toast 
of “The Queen and the rest of the Royal Family," the chairman, 
Mr. Maclean, said that the Queen had long been a moat valued 
olient of the firm and had visited Tredegars on several occasions. 
He then proposed Tredegars," offering a most cordial welcome to 
the new head of tke firm, Mr. Norman Bartlett. The business was 
founded by Sir Herbert Bartlett (who was present at the dinner) 
and was placed under Mr. Arthur Bartlett, whose loss they 
lamented ; his brother had returned from the war and assumed the 
leadership. They were all out for succeas, and it was to their 
common interest to pull together with that object in view. Mr. 
Norman Bartlett, in responding, expressed hia pleasure at meeting 
the ataff under such happv auspices, and said that the company had 
established a reputation for good work, which they were all keen 
to maintain and increase. Co-operation won the war, and was the 
key to success in their joint purpose; with that in view, he asked 
for their help and friendship. Mr, Dadley Bartlett also briefly 
responded on behalf of Sir Herbart and the parent firm (Perry and 
Co. (Bow), Ltd.). Mr. H. H. Millett proposed the toast of " The 
Visitors, including the Press and the Artistes," and endorsed the 
chairman’s remarks, adding that he hoped the dinner would 
become an annual event, Mr. Johnson responded. An excellent 
musical entertainment followed, the artistes being Misses Sybil 
Elliott, Jean Butt, Joan Boursot, Eva Scott-Thompson, and Nora 
Morris, and Messrs. W. K. Haselden and Morland Hay, who gave 
of their best to make the evening memorable, 


The Scottish Electricians’ Strike.—At a meeting of the 
Electrical Contractors’ Association of Scotland, at Edinburgh, to 
consider the strike of electricians, it was stated that of the entire 
Scottish membership only two firms were reported as not having 
given notice of the reduction in wages. Their action, while 
affecting but a small number of employés, was strongly condemned 
as tending to prolong the strike. It was resolved to bring the 
names of the two firms before the Central Board of the Association 
for consideration. It was stated that men were bezinning to come 
in and ask for work at the new rate. It was noted that some 
effort had been made by the Trade Union to call out selected men 
from firms affiliated to the Engineering Federation. In view of 
the fact that the standard rate of wages paid by that Federation was 
leas than the rate now offered by the Electrical Contractors’ 
Association, the employera' representatives at the meeting were of 
opinion that further immediate steps shouid be taken towards the 
equalisation of all wage rates of electricians in Scotland, and tha 
introduvtion of one flat rate. 

The men deviare that they are resisting the wage reduction 


because it will mean the lowering of the level of subsistence for the 
workera not only in one, but in all occupations. It is pointed out 
that the result of the acceptance of lower wages in the electrical 
trade in Scotland will mean that the same will take plao3 in 
England, where the emp oyers are suid to be awaiting the result of 
the dispute before putting forward reduction proposa's on their 
own behalf, 


The Industrial Situation in Austrla.— Speaking on the 
trade results of 1920, and the prospects of 1921, at the yearly 
meeting of the Metal. Iron and Machine Trades Union of Aust ia, 
the president, Herr Hugo Noot, remarked on the severe struggle for 
existence which all the trades included in the Union had experienced 
in 1920. Hindrances on all sides were encountered. Heavy taxa- 
tion hal created wage disturbances. Austrian industries had 
withstood the test, but the almost untearable tax burdens filled the 
future with forebodings. Passing the various trades in detailed 
review, that of water turbines had been fully employed. The lack of 
coal and petroleum had compelled, where possible, the development 
of unused water power for the generation of electric light and 
power. The electrotechnical trades, with a greatly lessened out- 
put, were comparatively busy. As in Austria only a small part of 
the production was consumed inland, outlets abroad had to be held 
and new ones opened; and there, especially in their old market, 
Czecho-Slovakia, the greatest customs obstacles were met with, 
notwithstanding that a great demand existed there, which the 
home industry was unable to satisfy. Efforts to supply the home 
demand were also observable in Poland, where a number of new 
factories had already been started. In Poland, Rumania and 
some parts of Juzo-Slavia, the Austrian industries had had to face 
foreign competition, especially German, French, Italian and 
Eayiish, which, on ac ount of the currency obstacle, was very 
difficult to meet. With Bulgaria and Turkey, for political reasons, 
no effective trade relations were possible. Trade with Greece was 
only of small dimensions. Sales in the western lands fell through, 
owing to the lack of commercial relations. Extraordinarily 
burdensome to the electrotechnical industry were felt to be the 
transit limitations, and the export formalities which  pre- 
vented th» prompt forwarding of goods, the long storage 
of which represented a serious loss to all factories Earnestly 
to be wished for were the regulation of trattc business, 
and a comprehensive reduction of the  intolerab'e export 
formalities. The steady rise in wages and salaries, and 
the consequent increase in price of raw and half- wrought materials, 
the depreciation of the currency, the lack of raw and half-wrought 
materials which the electrotechnical industry had to procure from 
abroad, were bringing that industry into a daily worsening condi- 
tion, leading to overstocking at home and the increase of the 
already formidable competition from abroad. Lack of coal lay at 
the root of Austria's industrial difficulties, affecting all her 
industries alike. The schemes to develop the country's water 
resduroes as a mitigation of tuis situation could not be carried out 
during the past year on account of the unexampled increase 
of building costs and the indisposition shown by foreign capitalists 
to ad venture into such undoubtedly paying investments. The State 
Railway Department had drafted a big building programme, which 
the representative bodies had sanctioned, but ite realisation was 
put off by the Finance Minister owing to lack of means, whereby 
their cost was still further increased. It was earnestly to be 
wished, in the interest of the popular welfare, that the greatest 
readiness should be shown in granting water- right concessions 
required for the furthering of home industries. Favourable con- 
cessions must likewise be granted to foreign capitalists, so that 
they might intereat themselves in these businesses. In this matter, 
unfortunately, the existing provincial administrations had hitherto 
maintained a co.nplete rezerve, as they wished to develop the water 
resources themselves; but it was to be feared that for a consi der- 
able time they would ba unable to command the needful means. 
and thus all efforts to benefit Austria's economic position would 
be frustrated. Sales of electric colliery and foundry machinery had 
not varied much from the total of the foregoing year. Investments 
in colliery property in the past half-year had occurrel only in 
Polar d, as the Polish Government had agreed to the free sale of 
coal in exchange for machinery equipment. As the delivery of 
such coal could only be made to Austria, considerable orders, as a 
reault, had been secured by Austrian industries, No disposition for 
big investments had been shown in the Galician oil region. The 
Rumanian oilfields before the war placed the greatest part of their 
orders in Germany, and repairs and new orders for the most part 
had fallen again to that country's industries. There could be no 
doubt that the colliery and foundry industries had large orders to 
place, but these would not be issued until after the political and 
economic situation had become consolidated. 


The New Customs Tariff ia Spain.—The manu- 
facturera of electrical material are protesting against the pro- 
longation of the treaties of commerce. In order to avoid the 
retention for several months longer-of the Customs surtaxea which 
came into forca in November, the Government, it appears, has 
decided t5 negotiate with each country separately with a view to 
arranging partial exceptions to the present tariff in exchange for 
concessions to be male in favour of Spain regarding articles 
exported by her to the various countries.— Reuters Trade Service 
(Madrid, March 20th). 


South African Representatlon.— THE PREMIER Esai- 
NEERING CO., of 4, Stella Buildings, Rissik Street, Johannesburg. 
ask; us to announce that it is epen to represent makers of 
disk and rotary-type water meters, steam and crude oil engine 
generator sets, and steam wagons. mor vs f 
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Motor-Car Batterles.— One of the latest products of 
Messrs. C. A. Vandervell & Co. is an entirely new battery 
which as its name, " C.A.V.-Willard," ünplies. has been 
produced as the result of an interchange ot ideas between 
Messrs. C. A. V. & Co., and T. A. Willard, C. S. A.; instead 
of the usual grooved wood separators Willard threaded rubber 
separators have been adopted. Messrs. Vandervell have acquired 
the patent rights for Great Britain and the Colonies, with the 
exception of Canada, for the Willard rubber threaded separator 
and have undertaken to act as service representatives for 
the Willard Storage Battery Co., in this country. Mr. Irvin 
Kuhn, of the Willard organisation, has recently been in Eng- 
land consulting with the C. A. V. Co. on the new undertaking. 
The company is organising a complete chain of service stations 
throughout the country, and the organiser and manager of 
the C.A.V. service station. scheme is Mr. George Gregory. 
The service is primarily intended to educate the car owner to 
appreciate the value and purpose of the battery. and 
by so doing create more battery satisfaction than has 
hitherto existed. Motor car manufacturers standardising 
'" C.A.V.-Willard batteries will supply with each car a 
battery registration card, upon which will be recorded every 
14 days the condition of the battery during the 90 days’ 
guarantee. Another feature of the scheme 18 a service station 
pass. in season ticket form. which enables the holder to obtain 
distilled water, testing, and advice free of charge at any 
of the company’s service stations, Which will carry stocks of 
new batteries and spare parts for repair work, also batteries 
which can be hired out to users at a standard uniform rate 
throughout the country. The scheme is planned to be every- 
where operated by entirely independent traders in preference 
to branch premises owned and staffed by the company, so as 
to give greater value to the user, inasmuch as the service trader 
is in a position. to regard all transactions from an entirely 
independent and different view-point from that of the manu- 
facturer, consequently in the wider application. of business he 
possesses that freedom of action which secures the confidence 
of the customer in his purchases. Motor Commerce also an- 
nounces that Mr. 8. W. Windeler, of the Mack Storage 
Battery Co., Tovonto, Canada, is now in this country for the 
purpose of placing '" Mack ' batteries on the English market, 
and at the request of Sales, Ltd., will take care of the sales 
side of the business. A company is being formed and it has 
been decided to manufacture a full range of all types of 
batteries, including those for motor car starting and lignting. 
Motor Commerce states that its representative has witnessed 
interesting demonstrations of the abuse that the“ Mack ' bat- 
tery will withstand without adverse effect, among them being 
welling together 6 in. iron nails, and melting steel files by 
connecting them across heavy cables connected to the battery 
terminals. In another instance, a heavy car was towed by a 
much smaller vehicle driven by the standard starting motor, 
the current for whieh was supplied by a Mack battery, 140 
vards being covered. before the battery was totally discharged. 
A final test was to place a Mack battery on a charging bench, 
giving it a reverse charge at 10 amperes for 12 hours, the 
charge afterwards being innde in the right direction. Such 
abuse far exceeds the average ill-treatment a battery receives 
in actual practice, vet the battery was opened afterwards for 
Inspection with two cells in a charged condition and the other 
cell in a discharged state, and the plates were found to be 
in excellent condition. . 


Cancellation of Orders in the United States.—According 
to a statement issued on March 8th by the Fabricated Production 
Department of the Chamber of Commerce of the United States, 
cancellation of contracta is one of the contributory causes for the 
pres ant slump in business, This conclusion was reached by the 
D partment after a six months’ study of the cancellation evil. The 
influence of early repudiation of orders, it is pointed out, spread 
rap'dly, and brought about a creeping paralysis of industry. In a 
number of lines, partly because of cancellations, plants were 
reduced from ove.time production schedule to thre» days a week, 
and, in some instances, to a complete shut-down. Legal remedies 
have been of little avail, for the ailment has shaken confidence, 
confidence, which must be restored before better times can be 
looked for. The investigation of cancellations showed that there 
were plenty of cancellations mutually arranged which were 
b2neficial to both parties, but there were many others which 
caused hardship to either the buyer or the seiler. Of the latter 
type, the number of sellers who violated their contracts were 
about equal to the number of buyers who cancelied orders. The 
investigation also disclosed that a large number of business men 
bore loses rather than repudiate contracts.— Reuters Trade 
Service (Washington). 


Chilian Copper Production.—There 's to be a radical 
curtailment of operation in som3 of the large copper mines of 
Chile. The output of one mine will be reduced from 3,000 to 
1.000 tons p3r moath, and other companies will also greatly reatrict 
proiustion. These mining camps absorb a large quantity of 
American products, and their partial suspension, pending recovery 
of th» copper business. will further restrict Chile's imports from 
the United States. Reuter's Trade Service. 


E. D. A. Activities.—The British Electrical Development 
Ass ciation. Hampden House. Kin za way. W.C. 2, has just issued a 
pamphlet exhorting its readers to Use the electric vacuum 
sweeper, and you will not fear the sunshine," and extolling this 
method of "spring cleaning.” - E 


Trade with Denmark.—The extended application of 
electric power in Denmark is hindered by circumstances over which 
that country has little control. Ita territo’y is flat and possesses 
no sources of cheap water power which migbt be utilised for the 
generation of electricity. Equally important in ite bearing 
on this matter is the fact that Denmark has to import all her 
supplies of coal. It is stated that for her import of some 2,400,000 
tons of coal, coke and briquettes in 1919, Denmark had to pay 
between 400 and 500 million kroner, com pared with the 60 or 70 
million kroner which she spent previously on sn import of 
3.600,00 tons. (This partly explains why the coal miner is 
about the only worker who can afford Danish butter.) Eleotricit 5's 
future in Denmark is linked with the import of energy from 
Norway or Sweden, where spare hydraulic power is available. 
Plans are in progress for an extension of this source of supply to 
Denmark 

Proposed Tour of Danish Enginrers—It was reported recently 
in Copenhagen that a party of e'ectrical engineers proposcd visiting 
the United Kingdom with a view to an inspection of the latest 
practice in electricity production and electrical manufacture. 
Such visits were formeriy paid to Germany. No doubt Danish 
engineers in such a tour would see a great deal to incline them to 
add to their connections with our manufacturers. In the opinion 
of H.M. Commercial Secretary at Copenhagen, under normal con- 
ditions there should be a market in Denmark for practically all 
classes of British gcods, and that even if there is at present little 
prospect of immediate bueiness, British firma should not lose touch 
with their Danish connect‘ons. On the whole, the Danish market 
may be said to be readily receptive of British goods $8 regards style 
and quality, and provided British exporters pay attention to the 
requirementa of the market, and, where possible, visit the country 
from time to time to become perronally acquainted with their 
agents and their customers, there would appear to be no reason why 
& considerable share of Danish imports of manufactured gocds 
should not come from the United Kingdom. For the present, how- 
ever, British exporters of commodities which come under the 
aed of articles of luxury shculd not expect any considerable 
trade, 

On the whole the Danieh metal industry was well employcd 
during 1919, and the number of ands engrged was considerably 
increased, Certain brarches of the industry suffered not a little ` 
from foreign competition. and particu'arly from Germany. The 
electrical industry was busily engaged during the year, as there 
was a considerable shortage of lighting material, which led toa 
general desire to introduce electric plant. The number of emplcyés 
in the installation industry rose from 2,500 to 8,200 during 1919, 
and could have been increased further had sufficient trained labour 
been available. 


Forthcoming Exh:bitions;—The following exhibitions 
are being organised :— 

Losros.— April Ist to 30th, Building Trades Exhibition : 
April 30th to May 14th, Printing, Staticnery and Allied Trades’ 
Exhibition; Jone 3:d to Jith, Rubber Trades’ Exhibition ; July 
4th to 15th, Lozdon Fair and Market ; September 7th to 28th, 
Shippirg, Engineering, and Machirery Exhibition ; October, Society 
of Motor Manufacturers ard Traders; November 17th to 25th, 
Public Works, Roads, and Transport Exhibit;'on. 1923—British 
Empire Exhibition. 

BRITISH DowtNIONS.—-June, 1921, Dominions Touring Exhibi- 
tion (South Africa, Canada, Australia, ard New Zealand), 

FrRANCE.—(Hordeavr) June 15th to 30th, Interrations] Samples 
Exhibition. l 

BELGIUM.— (Brussels) April 4th to 2Cth, International Com- 
me-cial Fair. (Ghent) April 16th to June 14th, International 
Exhibition of Architecture, Building, and Kindred Industries. 

SWITZERLAND.—( Basle) April 16th t^ 26th, Swiss Industries 
Fair; May 28th to June 8th, International Automobi' e Exhibition. 

HOLLAND,.—(/ trecit) September 6th to 16th, International Fair. 

ITALY.—(M;lan) April 12th to 27th, International. General 
Manufacturers. Fair. 

SPAIN.—( Barcelona) April lst to 10th, Iaterrational ‘Samples 
Fair, 

ICELAND.—( Reykjavik) June, World's Fair. 

P&RU.—( Lima) June 1st to October 31st, International Industrial 
Exhibition. 

ARGENTINA.—( Buenos Aires) 1922, International Exhibition. | 

BRaAzIL.—(Z/io de Janeiro), 1922, International Centenary 
Exhibition. 

MExICO.—September, Commercial and Industrial Fair. 

Java.—( Bandeng) September 19th to Ootober 2th. Notherlance 
East Ind'es Fa‘r, 

Cz CHO StovAKIA.—( Pragu*) May 28th to June 5th, Anto- 
mobile Exhibition. (Reichenberg), August 13th to 21st, Inter- 
national Fair. : 

Pouann.—-(Warsaw) May, Baildiug and Fire Protection Exhi- 
b tion. 


lustitute of Cost and Works Accountants.—Miss M. S. 
Neale. chief cost a»coun*tant to Messrs. Allen & Hanbury, Ltd., 
of Bethnal Green, E., has been admitted as a “Fellow” of the 
Institute of Cost and Works Accountants. The next examinations 
of the Institute will Fe held during the first week in June in 
Londoa, Birmingham, Manchester, Glasgow, Sheffield, and Bristol. 
Forms of application and full particulars may be obtained from 
the Secretary at 30, Grosvenor Gardens, S. W. 1. 
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German Reparation (Recovery) Act: Committee 
Appointed.—Under Sec. 5 of this Act, which takes effect on 
Thursday, March 31st, the Board of Trade may by order take 
certain action, as indicated below :— 

(a) Under Sec. 1 of the Act, importers of German gooda are to 
pay to the Customs a prescribed proportion of the value of the 
goods, not exceeding 50 per cent. The Board of Trade may reduce 
the prescribed proportion as respects articles of any class, make or 
description, or may exempt such articles from all the provisions of 
the Act. 

(5) Sec. 2 excludes from the provisions of the Act goods partially 
manufactured or produced in Germany which are not first con- 
signed from that country, and in which 26 per cent. or more of 
their value is attributable to processes of manufasture undergone 
since they last left Germany. The Board of Trade may vary this 
percentage as respects articles of any class, make, or description. 

(c) Under Sec. 1 the Act shall not apply to goods imported 
bafore April 15th, if it is proved to the satisfaction of the Customs 
that the goods are imported in pursuance of a contract entered 
into before March 8th. The Board may, as respecta articles of any 
make, class, or description, substitute some later date for 
April 15th. 

(d) Sec. 4 provides that where any person is liable, under a con- 
tract entered into before March 8th, to accept bills of exchange or 
make advances in connection with the importation of any goods, 
he may apply to the High Court; and the Court, if satisfied that 
by reason of the provisions of this Act, the enforcement of the 
contract would resalt in serious hardship to him, may suspend or 
annul, or with the consent of the parties amend the contract as 
from such date as the Court may think fit, or stay any proceedings 
for the enforcement of the contract or any term thereof, or any 
rights arising under it, on such conditions (if any) as the Court 
may think fit. The Board of Trade may extend the classes of con- 
tract to which the Section relates. : 

The Board is not, however, to make any order under any of 
the above provisions except on the recommendation of a Committee 
which it is to appoint, consisting mainly of persons of financial, 
commercial, or industrial experience. 

The following Committee has accordingly been appointed by the 
Board of Trade, under Sec. 5 of the Act :— 

Mr. H. A. Trotter, Deputy Governor of the Bank of England 
(chairman). 

Mr. H. B. Betterton, M.P., C.B.E. 

Mr. F. R. Davenport, managing director of Messrs. Willans and 
Robinson, Ltd., Ruzby. 

Mr. Stanley Machin, President of the London Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Mr. D. Withers, manager, Foreign Branch, London County, West- 
minater, and Parr'a Bank. 

Captain G. W. Duncan (secretary). 

Applications to the Board of Trade to make any order under any 
of the provisions referred to should be addressed to the Secretary, 
Board of Trade, Great George Street, Westminster, and both the 
letter and envelope should be marked German Reparation.” 


Wages Redaction in Sweden. —TxHe L.M. Eaicsson 
TELEPHONE Co. has reduced tha wages of its staff by 10 per cent. 
with a view to enabling the company to compete with foreign 
manufacturers, — Heuter's Trade Service (Stockholm). 


Italian Industrial Revival.—The mechanical industry 
throughout Italy is showing sustained evidence of revival, the iron, 
shipbuilding and mechanical workshops at such centres as Genoa, 
Savona, Terni, Naples, Sampierdarena, Pozzuoli, &c., having already 
almost attained pre-war activity. A surprisingly rapid transfor- 
mation from the production of war material to the supplying of 
many needs was made some months ago, and, but for the political 
unrest, the majority of the factories would have been in full 
operation ere now. Equipment, indeed, has increased in some 
instances faster than the supply of skilled labour, while wages have 
risen until a first-class mechanic now asks as much as 20 and 22 lire 
per diem. Before the war the rate was seldom above 10 lire. The 
most important engineering products now bsing turned out are 
railway material and agricultural implements. If Italy succeeds 
in maintaining a steady flow of raw materials (and some substantial 
contracts have been made abroad of late in this direction), the 
majority of the iron and steelworks in the districts mentioned 
should soon be in full operation. Steel is particularly in request, a 
large number of cars having been compulsorily laid aside in certain 
of the shops, owing to the lack of steel for the frames, Wherever 
possib'e, wood has been substituted for steel; but even the requisite 
lumber is wanting in sufficient quantities. Owing to the lack of 
coal, some of the larger eetablishments during the war installed 
elevtrically-driven machinery, and this is being found very service- 
able to-day. Steam plant is being retained asa standby for periods 
of breakdown or increased demand. Notwithstanding the difficul- 
ties created by the exchange situation, several large orders are 
being placed by Italian factories for new machinery, such as 
hydraulic presses, foundry equipment, textile machinery, and 
general labour-saving devices.— Aeuter's Trade Service (Savona). 


The A.E.G. in Luxemburg.— The Société Luxem- 
bourgeoise pour Entreprises Eleotriques has been formed at 
Luxemburg, with a share capital of 3,000,000 fr., divided into 
6,000 shares of 500 fr., of which the A.E.G. has subscribed 5,944 

8. 


Prices Reduced.—Substantial reductions in the price of 
the “Electrolux” suction cleaner are announced by the Z ELECTRIC 
LAMP AND SUPPLIES Co., LTD., owing to increased demand and 
increased production leading to reduced cost, 


Electricity District Schemes.—When a scheme for 
improving the organisation of electricity supply in a district has 
been submitted to the Electricity Commissioners, it has to be put 
on sale by the promoters and thus made accessible to the public, 
The London County Council is now advertising the scheme and 
technical report prepared under its auspices. Particulars of the 
publishers and prices of other achemes that we have reviewed have 
been given in each case in connection with our abstracts. 


A Belgian Dividend.—The Ateliers des Constructions 
Electriques de Charleroi propose to pay a total amount of 87.50 fr. 
per share on the ordinary shares, comprising arrears of dividend 
for the past seven years, including 1914. 


Inqulries.— The names and addresses of makers of 
"Sun" bonding pliers, and Puralite” fittings No. F. 56, are 
aaked for. 


The Bitterfeld Chemical Works.—The undertaking of 
the Electrochemical Works Co., of Bitterfeld-Rheinfelden, whose 
shares are held by the Berlin Electricity Works Co. and the Zurich 
Bank for Electrical Undertakings. has been sold to the German 
aniline dye group, represented by the Griesheim- Elektron Chemical 
Works Co., which has held a lease of most of the plant for a 
number of years. The works were originally started in 1893 by 
Herr Walter Rathenau, and the value of the present transaction is 
estimated at over 100,000,000 marks. 


—_ — 
LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Aberdeen.— DETAILS or PROPOSED ExTsNSIONS. —In our 
last issue we announced that the Town Council had under con- 
sideration extensions to the Ferryhill electricity works, estimated 
to cost £210,540. This amount is made up of the following 
items: -A 10,000-kW, 6,600-V, 50-cycle turbo-alternator, with con- 
denser, pumps, foundations, &c., £77,000; two 36, 000-Ib. boilers, 
with superheaters, economisera, forced and induced draught 
apparatus, steel chimney, boiler- house building, foundations, 
piping, valves, &c., 260, 00; engine-room and switch-room exten- 
sions, E 20.000; one 1,500-kW and one 1,000-kW motor converters, 
£18,000 ; e. h. p, and l.p. switchgear, & 10.000; one 60-ton electrically- 
driven crane for the engine room. £6,400 ; oontingencies (10 per 
cent.), £19,140. The expenditure would be spread over a period of 
two years. In a recently-presented report the electrical engineer 
(Mr. J. Alex. Bell) justifies this outlsy by giving details of the 
rapid development and the remunerative nature of the municipal 
undertaking. 


Aylesbury.—Loan SancTIONED.—The Town Council has 
received sanction to a loan of £6,074 for electricity purposes 
connected with the housing scheme. 


Ayr.—NEw PLANT PROPOSED.—Àt a meeting of the 
Town Council, there was submitted for approval a draft agreement 
with Kilmarnock for the supply of electricity in bulk by that 
authority to Ayr. The agreement was severely criticised, and it 
was stated by members that a supply from Kilmarnock would 
involve a heavy cost, although the Town Council would have very 
little to say in the matter. It was eventually decided that the 
member of Parliament for Ayr Burghs should be asked to urge 
the Electricity Commisajoners to permit the purchase and installa- 
tion of a 1,500-kW turbo-generstor, for which accommodation 
already exists at the Council's atation. 


Bedford.—PR:ck Repuction.—The Town Council has 
decided to reduce the charges for electricity for lighting from the 
next quarterly readings of the meters from 10d., less 24 per cent., 
to 94d., less $d. per uint ; and for power by 4d. per unit. 


Beltast.—PROTEST AGAINST AWARD OF ConTRAOCT.— 
The Secretary of the Belfast Builders’ Association has written to 
each member of the Corporation protesting against the action of 
the Electricity Committee in recommending the awarding of the 
contract for the Harbour power station to a certain firm, as it is 
maintained that the prices tendered by members of the Association 
were considerably below those specified in the recommended tender. 
The reasons given by the Committee for its refueal to accept the 
tenders of Association firms were that members of the Association 
refused to accept the city surveyor's conditions of contract, and 
that their tenders were based on a propo:ed wage increase, allowing 
for fluctuations. The recommended tender was based on existing 
wage rates. The Secretary of the Association states that responsible 
members of the Association tendered at fizures about £13,000 
below the figare recommended for acceptance by the Committee, 
and even when the tenders of members of the Association were 
adjusted to the basison which the recommended tender was calculated 
they were still £5,000 below it. The secretary asks, therefore, that 
consideration of the tenders may be postponed until the- wages 
question is settled when fresh tenders could be invited and given 
on & fresh basis. 

EXTENSIONS.—At a spacial meeting of the Corporation Elec- 
tricity Committee a report was received relative to the inter- 
view which Councillor O. Jamison, Councillor W. Addis, and 
Councillor T. E. M'Connell, J.P., and the city electrical engineer 
had with consultante in London regarding the installation 
of the second 6,0C0-kW set temporarily at the auxiliary power 
station at Musgrave Channel Road and the provision of the 
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neoessary converting plant at the East Bridge station. Already 
the Counoil had sanctioned £24,000 for this purpose, but an 
additional £14,000 was required. The Committee decided to 
recommend the Council to approve of this expenditure. 


Canada. — Hypro-ELECTRIO EXTENSIONS IN MANI- 
TOBA.—The Manitoba Provincial Government proposes to expend a 
million dollars on the extension of hydro-electric power mains to 
rural points during this year.— Heuter's Trade Service (Winnipeg). 


Ceylon. — HYDRO-ELECTRIO DEVELOPMENTS. — The 
Government of Ceylon has approved the recommendations of Mr. 
J. W. Meares, electrical adviser to the Indian Government, relative 
to the development of the Laxapana-Aberdeen hydro-electric 
scheme, and has ordered detailed surveys to be made. The scheme 
advocated involves diverting by canals the waters of the Kehelgomu 
Oya and the Maskeli Oya above their junction to a point where an 
effective head of approximately 2,000 ft. can be obtained. The 
scheme also involves building storage reservoirs to equalise the flow. 
The consumers of the power would be the hill country, the Colombo 
suburban railways, the towns of Colombo and Kandy, tea and other 
factories, sewage-treatment works, and water-pumping plant for 
city flashing. As there is not at present sufficient demand for the 
full 100,000 h.p. which will become available, it is proposed 
to make an initial development of only 24,000 h.p. leaving 
future extensions to be parformed in three additional developments 
as the demand for power increases. When the detailed survey is 
completed, the plans and estimates will be forwarded by the Local 
Government to the consulting engineer in England, who will draw 
pa conditions of oontract and call for tenders.— Commerce 

orta. 


Chester.—PowER FROM THE RIVER Der.—The Board of 
Trade has inquired of the Electricity Committee whether the Cor- 
poration has any reasons to advance why the Board should not now 
ask for the early removal of the curb from the weir on the river 
Dee. Instructions were given for the town clerk to explain that 
the removal of the curb would mean a reduction in the amount of 
electricity generated, and & consequent reduction in the supplies to 
industries, many of which already were curtailed considerably, and 
that such a reduction could not be made good by the steam station, 
which was alreaJy overtaxed, and permission to extend could not 
be obtained, 

FINANCE.—The city accountant has reported on the expecta- 
tions of the Electricity Committee. Last year, he stated, there 
was a net piofit of only £164, this year a net profit of £3,873 
Was ex There was a probable increase in the charges for 
light and power, although one increase was made last year. He 
was told that an increase was likely by reason of the Committee 
having applied revenue for capital charges, necessitating an over- 
draft at the bank of about £7,000. The present charge of 5d. was 
not high, and the average charge for 82 county boroughs waa 7d. 
The tramways had had a bad year on account of the high charges for 
materials, high wages, and the cost of the permanent way. There 
was no balance available for transfer to the reserve fund. 


Continental, —SwrTZERLAND.—TT he special correspondent 
at Vevey of the Daily Mail gives some details of the effecta of the 
prolonged drought upon the hydro-electric works and connected 
industries which play such a prominent part in the economic life of 
modern Switzerland. The large station at Muhleberg, near Berne, 
which normally produces about 61,000 h.p., was for a time able to 
supply only 5,000 h.p. The effect of the loss of power upon 
industry was counteracted to a great extent by the exieting trade 
depression 


Dundee.— Temporary SroPPAGE.—Àn exceptionally low 
tide in the estuary of the river Tay led to an hour's suspension of 
the supply of electricity on March 23rd. The water required at 
the station at Carolina Port is drawn from the river by means of a 
large pipe, the water gaining entrance to the pipe via a screened 
dam. On Wednesday the water receded so far that only a very 
small portion of the screen was submerged, and a quantity of silt 
gathered at the bottom of the screen, with the result that water in 
sufficient quantity oould not force a passage ; the condenser vacuum 
was lost, and the turbines stopped running. 


Dutch East ladies.—ELEOTRIOAL DEVELOPMENTS.— 
There are indications of a great development in the generation and 
use of electricity throughout the Dutch East Indies. Extensive 
investigations are being made into the water power of the various 
rivers with a view to the electrification of the railway and tramway 
systems, Housing and building schemes in all the large towns 
and eeaports in Java and Sumatra call for supplies of electrical 
apparatus of various types.—Hewter's Trade Service (Bombay). 


Electricity District.—NoRTH-Wxsr  MipLANDs.—The 
Electricity Commissioners give notioe that the time within which 
objections and representations may be made, and schemes submitted 
in connection with the above-named district, has been further 
extended from the last day of March until July 30th, 1921. 


Hastings. — PLANT Extensions.— The Town Council 
has approved & scheme for extending the electrical p'ant, at an 
estimated cost of £51,429. The extensions have been rendered 
necessary by the great increase in the number of consumers. 


Indía.—PuNJAB DEv£gLOPMENTS.—The development of 
schemes for electrical power in the chief centres of the Punjab has 
lately made considerable progress. Lahore and Amritsar are 
already provided with e'ectricity, and arrangements are in train 
for supplying electricity to Rawalpindi, Multan, and Lyallpur.— 
Indian Engineering. 


Isle of Man.—Eunrcrnic Liggr FoR DouGLA8S.—In 
the Legislative Council, on March 8th, the Douglas Corporation 
Electric Light and Power Bill was read a second time, and the 
Committee stage of the Bill postponed in order that several 
amendments suggested by the Postmaster-General, the Manx 
Electric Railway Co., the Douglas Gas Oo., and the original pro- 
moters of the Electric Light Bill might be circulated.—Jsle of Man 
Times. 


Klirush (Co. Clare) .—EnrxorRIc LiagmrimsG.—The Urban 
Council has decided to ask Messrs. Glynn, owners of an electrical 
plant with surplus power, to undertake the lighting of the town at 
& price to be fixed. A member stated that the cost would be about 
£2,000 or £3,000—or one-half what an outside company would 
charge. 


Mansfield.—PRicE INCREASE.—The Town Council has 
decided to increase the charge for electricity to 10d. per unit, as 
from the end of the March quarter. The pre-war charge was 4d. 
per unit. 


Newark.— ELECTRICITY ScoHEME.—The Town Council 
determined, at its meeting on March 21st, to proceed, at an esti- 
mated cost of £100,000, with & new scheme of electricity supply. 
Mr. Wordingham had prepared a project for the establishment of a 
1,500-kW plant, with a stand-by plant of similar capacity, it being 
recommended that, in the event of a provisional order being obtained, 
his services should be secured to carry out the work. An amend- 
ment, which was defeated, was moved in favour of delay and 
further consideration of the matter by the Committee. Alderman 
Patrick urged that the Council should not delay any longer a 
scheme which already had been under discussion for 20 years, and 
that view was generally acquiesced in, tbe chairman of the Com- 
mittee (Alderman Priestley) explaining that it was proposed to deal 
with Newark and the rural district, and if the East Midland 
authority was unable to supply South we’! and Varnafleld, to include 
those places also, together with others en route. To ensure a 
reliable supply, the plant should be duplicated, and with 3,000-kW 
capacity available they vould produce 4,000,000 units per annum. 
The estimated cost of buildings to house the machinery was 
£55,000. The average cost per unit would work out at 2°29d. 


New Zealand. — ASHBURTON CouNTY ELECTRICAL 
SCHEME.—An electrical scheme for the County, at an estimated 
cost of £230,000, has been decided upon. The plans provide 
for the distribution of electricity throughout Ashburton Oounty, 
serving an estimated total of 2,500 consumers, from a supply 
at 11,000 volts taken in at two points—Ashburton and 
Methven. The scheme will be entirely self-supporting, the 
eatimate allowing a loss of approximately £2,000 upon the first 
year’s operations, It also provides for the purchase by the pro- 
posed Power Board of the plant of the Aehburton Electric Supply 
Co. Arrangements have been mace for the presentation of a 
petition to the Government asking that a power district be created. 
The Public Works Department will also be asked to set aside 
700 kW from the sixth set at Lake Coleridge for the use of the 
county. Reuter Trade Service (Melbourne). 


Oldham.—No New MAms.— The Corporation Electricity 
Committee has decided that for the present new supplies shall only 
be given along the routes of existing mains, owing to the pro- 
hibitive coat of new mains. Similar action has been taken at 
Blackpool. 


Salvador.—ELkcrRIO LIGHT COMPANY AUTHORISED.— 
The municipality of Santiago de Maria, Department of Usulutan, 
has granted a contract for the establishment of an electric light 
company, which is to furnish light to that city and also to the 
city of Berlin, in the same department. The United States Vice- 
Consul there estimates the populations of the two cities at 10,000 
and 9,000 inhabitants respectively.— Commerce Reports. 


St. Helens. MAXIMUM CHABGES.—On March 22nd 


the St. Helens Corporation Bill was again considered by the 
Local Legislation Committee of the House of Commons. One 


' clause of the Bill was to confer upon the Corporation powers to 


increase the maximum charges for electricity, and the borough 
electrical engineer gave evidence in support of this clause. 
Eventually the Committee decided that the clause should be 
altered as the Minister of Transport was the appropriate authority 
to sanction such increases. 


Stoke-on-Trent.— LAND FoR Sus-StaTion.—In response 
to an application by the Corporation for parmission to borrow 
£2,467 for the purchase of a site for a new sub-station, the Elec- 
tricity Commissioners have written asking the Corporation to 
apply in the first place for sanction to hold more than five acres 
for electricity purposes, This is being acceded to. | 


Tamworth. — ProposeD Mars EXxTENSIONS. — The 
Midland Eleotric Light and Power Co. has applied for an order to 
lay cables in the parishes of Amington, Bolehall, Glascote, Shut- 
tington, and Wilneoote. 


Torquay.— Ax ALTERNATIVE SCHEME.—Following upon 
the decision of the Town Council to delay further action with 
regard to the erection of the proposed station at Newton Abbot, on 
account of the expense involved, a syndicate has placed bafore the 
Electricity Committee another scheme which it is claimed will 
prove more advantageous and cheaper in first cost. This syndicate 
is about to engage in the production of oil from the lignite beds 
of the district, and works are to be erected at Heathfield for this 
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purpose. It is stated that a large amount of surplus power will 
be available, and the syndicate offers to transmit this in bulk to 
the Corporation's present station, or to a station erected for the 
purpose. The cost of the necessary cables will be between 50 and 
70 thousand pounds, The Council is making further investiga- 
tions into the matter. 


United States.—LARdR New VORK Sration.—The 
Electrical Reriew, of Chicago, states that the United Electric Light 
and Power Co., New York City, has under construction a new 
generating plant known as the Hell Gate station. This station, 
when completed, will be one of the largest generating atations in 
the world, with a rated capacity of 280,000 kW. The foundations, 
water-front improvements, &c., are now well under way, and 
steel erection is about to begin. The plant will be unique in many 
respects, The turbine room will be parallel and adjacent to the 
river, 80 that it will be possible to eliminate the suction tunnel, 
individual suction pipes being carried through the east foundation 
wall into the screen basins behind the bulkhead line. The boiler 
house will be next to the turbine room, between the electrical 
‘galleries and the turbine room, and will be separated from the 
electrical galleries by a narrow passage. The initial installation 
of generating equipment will consist of two 35,000-kW 25-cycle, 
three-phaae, 11,000-volt General Electric turbo-generators and two 
85,000-kW, 69-cycle, three-phase, 15,200-volt Westinghouse turbo- 
generators. | 


_; Waterford.— EXTENSIONS PosTPONED.—The Corporation 
has decided to postpone consideration of the proposed extension of 
the city electric lighting, panding the receipt of estimates, &c., az 
to the lighting of the Ferry bank district. 


Watford. — Price Increase. — The Urban District 
Council has increased the charge for electricity supplied through 
slot meters from 54d. to 8d. per unit. 


Woking.—Inquirry.—An inquiry was held on March 
22nd relative to the application of the Electric Supply Co., Ltd., 
for power to increase the maximum charge for electricity from 9d. 
to ls. 2d. per unit. The application was opposed by the Urban 
District Council, and it was stated by the company that it was 
intended to charge only 10d. per unit, unless circumstances rendered 
it necessary, but the Council declined to agree t» this. 


York.— ELECTRICITY FOR SEWAGE Wokks. — At a 
meeting of the Flaxton Rural District Council, near York, last 
week, it was decided to authorise the installation of eleotric power 
at the Strensall sewage works, and an agreement with the York 
Corporation is to be entered into. At present the power ig pro- 
vided by oil engines. 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Aberdeen.— OPPosrrioN TO OrpER.—The Caledonian, 
North British, and the Great Northern of Scotland Railway Com- 
panies have lodged a petition of protest against oertain clauses in 
the Aberdeen Corporation Provisional Order which seeka, inter 
alia, to obtain powers for the Corporation to construct a railway 
from Market Street to the electricity works. 


Biackpool.—Proposep FARE INcREASE.—The Corpora- 
tion is endeavouring to obtain powers to increase the tramway 
fares. The profits on the undertaking have dropped from £30,000 
a few years ago, to barely £5,000, ; 


Continental, — FRANCF.— The work cf electrifying 
certain French railroads, which started in 1920, has made rapid 
progress. The Midi Co. has 150 km. of double-track electric line 
in operation, and the work of electrifying 3,000 km. in addition is 


actually in progress, The reconstruction of two hydro-electric . 


plants, which will furnish 150,000 h.p. each to this road, is nearly 
completed. The road has placed orders for 50 new electric loco- 
motives of the type used by the Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul 
Railway. Two other French railroads have undertaken the elec- 
trification of sections of their lines—the Orléans, which is elec- 
trifying 3,000 km., and the P. L. M., which is electrifying the 
same extent of track. The power for the Orléans road will be 
furnished by the waterfalls of the Upper Dordogne, and that for 
the P.L M.“ by the falls of the French Alps. The cost of elc- 
trifying these railroads will be in the neighbourhood of 
5,000,000,000 fr. The saving in coal will exceed 3,200,000 tons 
per annum, which, supposing the price of coal per ton to be above 
or equal to 100 fr., will, at the current rate at which money may 
be borrowed in France for auch work, more than pay the interest 
on electrification bonds issued.— Electrical World, 

Paris Municipal Council has decided that women tramcar con- 
ductors are to go, though an endeavour will be made to find 
employment in the depots for such of them as wish to remain in 
the tramway service.— The Times, 


Exeter.—PROPOSED SALE or UNDERTAKING.—In view of 
heavy losses incurred by the Corporation tramway undertaking, 
the City Council, at a meeting oa March 22nd, discussed future 
proposals. It was suggested that the service should be greatly 
reatricted, or that the tramways should be given up, Or that the 
whole business should be sold to a company. The decision is to be 
made at a later meeting. Provision is made in the coming year for 


an estimated loss of £4,000. The Tramway Committee attributes 
the position to advances in wages and the high cost of materials. 
It was atated that the tramway staff was discontented. Pending a 
final determination as to the future of the tramways, approval has 
been given by the Council to the sale of surplus stores, amounting 
to £1,320, 


Keighiey.—INcREASED CHARGE. FOR Power. — The 
Electricity Committee has recommend that the price of electricity 
supplied to the tramway department be increased to a flat rate of 
1°75d. per unit. The present charge is l'5d. per unit for the first 
250,000 units, and 1d. per unit above this amount. The increased 
charge, it is recommended, should be placed in force upon A pril lat, 
and retained for a period of one year. N 


London,—ExTENSION or SUBURBAN SERVICES.—The 
London County Council has completed the track on Eltham 
Road, Lee, and in a few days’ time will extend service 46— 
Southwark Bridge and Eitham—to Beresford Square, Woolwich. 
This will afford at least three advantages :—A through route from 
Beresford Square to Lewisham, a quicker route from Shooter's Hill 
to Lewisham (by avoiding the journey ria Woolwich Road), an 
alternative route, for the major part rural, from Bereford Square 
to Forest Hill, Catford or Beckenham Lane by achange at Lewisham 
Obelisk. The new tramway will serve the housing estate of the 
Woolwich Borough Council as well as the older portion of Eltham, 
where some property has been pulled down and the road widened. 
—hKentish Mercury. D. . 

TRAIN MisHAP.—On March 28th, as a train left the Farringdon 
Street Station of the Metropolitan Railway, a sudden aooess of 
speed caused some couplings in the middle of the train to break. 
The rear carriages remained in the station, and the front portion 
of the train proceeded some distanoe before it could be stopped. 
The passengers were transferred to other coaches.  — i 


Leyton.—PROPOSAL To L.C.O.—In the hope of turning 
losses into profits, the Leyton (Essex) Council is asking the 
London County Council to take over its tramway system under a 
partnership scheme for 10 years. — Daily Mail, 


' Liverpool,—REPoRT ON AcciDENT.—Major A. Meunt, 
R.E., has presented a report to the Ministry of Transport upon au 
accident which occurred at the James Street Station on the Liver- 
pool Overhead Railway, on January 25th. Two eleotric' trains 
were involved ; one was standing at a platform when the other 
ran into its rear, causing shock and minor injuries to about 
37 parsons. The inspestor states that this was a simple, but 
serious, case of misunderstanding and slack working under normal 
conditions, and he is satisfied that the signals and block instru- 
ments corcerned were in working order. It appears that a ticket 
collector, who was responsible for the block instruments, displayed 
a green light, stating that he took the starting signal to be off.“ 
After the train had proceeded, he discovered that the James Street 
section was blocked. He tried to rectify his mistake by telephone, 
but the collision occurred almost immediately. The driver of the 
second train said that he noticed both the oollector's green light 
and also that the starting signal was at “danger.” He took the 
collector's signal to mean that the fixed signal was out of order, 
and so proceeded. This was against a definite rule on the subject 
of defective signals, and Major Mount, therefore, lays the blame 
equally on the collector and the driver. It is recommended that 
the practice of hand-signalling all non-stop trains should .be 
discontinued, as it is misleading. The inspector also recommends 
the abolition of cut-out switches in cabs, and the installation of 
louder bells on the block telephones. i 


Railway Fasion. —L. & N.W. & Lanos. & Yorks. Cox- 
PANIES.—A provisional agreement has recently been entered into 
for the acquisition of the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway Co. 
by the London and North-Western Railway Co. The London and 
North-Western title will cover both systems, which will be 
governed by one board of directors. The L. & N.W. Co.'s mileage 
is 2,338, and the L. & Y. Co. operates 2,262 miles of line, 


Wolverhampton.— PRoGRESS OF WorkKs.—The work of 
traneferring the tramways from the Loraine to the overhead 
system is being pushed forward. On March 26th the Dudley Road 
route was completed, and a direct service from Wolverhampton to 
Dadley thus established. i 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


ireland.—TELEPHONE SERVICE.—On the morning of 
Easter Monday Sinn Feiners raided & number of telephone 
exchanges in County Dublin, including those at Kingstown, 
Foxrock, Blackrock, and Dalkey, dismantling or carrying off all 
the instruments. At some places the complete switchboards were 
removed, and at Kingstown even the generator was removed. ; 


Trans-Atlantic Amateur Wireless Telegraphy. — 
REsuLT oF TESTs.—The Wireless World of March 19th reports 
the result of the competition which took place on February 2nd, 
4th and 6th. No competitor succeeded in receiving the test signals 
from the United States, but a prizs offered by Messrs. Burnham 
and Co. for the be,t description of the apparatus used, was won by 
Mr, W. R, Wade, of Clifton, Bristol, j i 


I dJ a da ti 


vol. 88. Nò: 2262, APRIL 1, 1921.] 


a >. S zr . " x g od . a- grum rà 4 c 457 — . 772 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 417 


United States —A WIRELESS Recorp.—The world's 
long-distance record was broken by the U.S. Navy, on Maroh 


: 8th, by the sending of messages within three minutes from Gavite, 


Philippine Islands, to Washington, a distance of 10,000 miles. The 


Gavite station sent test messages 7,000 miles to the Goat Island 


station ; the message was then forwarded to Sau D'ezo, and thence 


-to Washington. Naval officials are said to attash considerable 


importance to the record, because it indicates the possibility of 
abolishing the present system of sending messages by cable via 
Midway Islands, Guam, and Honolulu. It was also said that a new 
automatic control, which was used in making the record, eliminated 


‘all handling of messages between originating and receiving points. 


This would give American warships direct communication with 
Washington from any point within 3,000 miles of a shore station. 
— Feuter's Trade Ssrvice (San Francisco). 


West Indies.—Casie SERVIOE.— 77e Times reports 
that in the House of Commons on March 21st, Mr. Baldwin moved: 


— That thé agreement, dated March 16th, 1921, between His 


Majesty's Government and the West India and Panama Telegraph 


‘Oo., Ltd., supplemental to the Agreement, dated August 10th, 


1914, entered into between His Majesty's Government, the Govern- 
ment of the Dominion of Canada, the Crown Agents for the 
Colonies, and the West India and Panama Telegraph Co., Ltd. 
(H.O. 447, of 1914), be approved." Mr. Pike Pease, Assistant 
Postmaster-General, in reply to questions, said tha“ the com- 
pany was actually in a very bad way at the present moment, and 

increased expenses had more than absorbed the increaced 
revenue. The need for the whole of the State subsidy was greater 
than it was in 1914. The company had been obliged to sell prasti- 
cally all ite investments, and if the refundments due under Clause 
14 of the Agreement were insisted upon it would probably have to 
cease working almost at once. The whole question of the West 
Indian telegraph communication was being fully considered by a 
sub-committee of the Imperial Communications Committee, and it 
would not be possible at present to bring into operation an alter- 
native service, whether cable or wireless. Therefore it was 
absolutely ne»essary to take the course which they had pursued, 
The Canadian Government had paid its portion of the subsidy up 
to Dacember 31st last, and he hoped that it might be possible to 
arrange with it to take the same course which the Governm»nt was 
asking the Houre to pursue. Lieut.-Col. Amery, Under-Secretary 
for the Colonies, in answer to Mr, Hurd, said that the West Indies 
hoped to secure a direct cable service through Bermuda, but he 
did not think it possible to get such a service within the next year 
ortwo. The motion was agreed to. 

A White Paper was issued on Maroh 21st containing a copy of 
the agreement under which His Majesty's Government is entitled 
to a refund of part of the subsidy paid for the year ended 
September 30th, 1919. Having rezard to the importanca of main- 
taining the service, the present agreement provides for a modifica- 
tion of Clause 14, as a result of which, in any year as from and 
after the fourth anniversary of the date on which the original 
agreement came into force, the p:ovision for the refund of 
subsidy to the Imperial Government, in the contingency stated, is 
canóelled. - 


: Wireless  Telephony.—L:anHrsHiP's INSTALLATION.— 
The first installation of wireless telephony for commercial 
in the United Kingdom was inaugurated at Liverpool on 
arch 21st, says Zhe Times, between the head offices of the 
Mersey Dooks and Harbour Board and the Meraey bar lightship, 
12 miles away. The other two lightships guarding the Mers:y 
entrance are connected with the shore by telegraph cables, but that 
is impracticab’e in the case of the bar lightahip owing to the heavy 
currents. The apparatus is the Marconi Co.'s portab'e set of 
100-W power with a 35 miles range. The wave length used is 
400 metres, to minimise the possibility of interference with other 
wireless stations. The apparatus is worked by the ordinary crew 
of the lightship and the Dock Board's shore staff, and will be used 
for communicating with ship3, and for life saving purposes, as 
well as to enable Do^k Board officials to speak with the lightahip. 


1 * 


- CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The date given in parentheses at the end of the paragraph indicates 
the issue of the ELEOTRICAL REVIEW in which the " Official 
Notice” appeared.) 


' Australia.—M ELBOURNR.—April 27th. Victorian Rail- 


way Commissioners, Spencer Street. Oaustio soda primary cella, 
oomplete (Contract No. 33,914).* | 

May 2nd. Victorian Railway Commissioners. Twelve miles of 
*015 sq. in. two-core, lead-sheathed, wire-armoured, 2,200-V oable.* 

June 22nd. Victorian Railway Commissioners. One electrio 
lifting magnet (capacity à ton), one 440-V motor generator. 

.June29th. Supply of 1-ton platform type industrial storage 
battery trucks, also battery oharging equipment.— Aeuter's Trude 
Service (Melbourne). 


Belfast.—April 25th. Electricity Department. E.h.p. 
and l.p. switchgear, (March 18th.) 


Belgium. — April 6th. The Société Nationale des 
Ohemins de Fer Vicinaux, 14, Rue de la Science, Brussels. Laying 
of the underground armourei cables required in connection with 
the supply of electricity to the railways in the Louvain section. 
Particulars can be obtained for3 francs from the Services Electriques, 


48, R ze Montoyer, Brusselas, 


April 11th. The municipal authorities of Schaerbeek, Brussels. 
Supply of a quantity of electric cable. Particulars can ba obtained 
from the Service d'Electricité, Hotel Communale, Sohaerbeek. 

April 25th. Deputation Permanente du Limburg. For the 
establishment of an electricity supply in the Ganck-Hasselt-St. 
Trond district. Copies of the specification and plane can be 
obtained on application to 99, Rue des Flamands, Louvain, while 
tendera, on special forms, are to be sent by registered post to 
Lə Gouverneur de la Province de Limburg, Hasselt, Belgium. 


Bridgend.—April 12th. Urban District Council. Elec- 
tricity Department. One 400-kW triple expansion steam engine, 
direct-ooupled to an alternator, (See this issue.) 


Canary Islands.—April 7th. The Cabildo Insular de 
Teneriffe, at Teneriffa, Canary Islands. For the establishment of a 
telephone service between Santa Oruz de Teneriffa and Guimar. 


Cardiff.—April 11th. Welsh National Memorial Asso- 
ciation. Electrio lighting plant for the Glan Ely Sanatorium. 
Two 20kW internal-combustion engine-driven generator sets, 
battery charging booster, switchboard, and battery of accumulators. 
(March 25th.) 


East Ham.—April 2nd. Electricity Department. L.p. 
psper-insulated, lead-covered, armoured  ooncentric cable, with 
necassary joint boxes, &c.; also two c.i lighting feeder pillars. 
(March 18th.) 


Fraace.—April 5th. The French State Railway authori- 
ties, 43, Rue de Rome, Paris. Supply of four 8-ton electrio travelling 
cranes for the new railway workshop: at Sotteville-Quatre-Mares, 
Rens. Particulars may be obtained from the Ssrvioes Electriques 
(Ist Division) at the above address. EL M LR 


Glasgow.—April 2nd. Corporation Klectricity Depart- 
ment. Works required in connestion with erection of sub-station 
in Buchanan Street. Corporation Electrical Engineer. 


Holmfirth,.—April 8th. Urban District Council. Elec- 
tricity Department.  Erestion of additional overhead mains 
(approximately four miles). (See this issue.) i 


Jngo-Slavla.— May Ist. The Serb, Croat, and Slovene 
Ministry of Public Works. Erection of a power-station, main 
conductors and transforming stations in connection with an 
electrical scheme at Kostolac for tbe supply of energy to Belgrade, 
Semlin, &c.* 

The Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation at Belgrade reporta 
that a’ prominent business man and proprietor of flour mills in 
Serbia is contemplating the instal'ation of & complete eleotric 
lighting and power station, and is asking for tenders for the 
necessary plant, which includes one steam engine of 150-h.p., 
generators, &c., for power for 1,000 to 5,000 lamps (about 90-kW), 
and overhead cables and conductors for 60 kilometres of circuits 
(to provide lighting for about 1,400 houses). The name and address 
of the inquirer may ke obtaincd by United Kingdom firms 
79 9 on application to the Department of Overseas Trade in 

ndon. 


London. — H. M. Office of Works. April 12th. Supply 
of electrical labour - in-daywrork in the Leeds district. (March 18th.) 
L. C. O. April 18th. 5,500 tons of standard steel girder tram- 
way track rails, lipless track rails and renewable guard rails 
MS fastenings. Chief Engineer, County Hall, Spring Gardens, 
W. 1. 


New Zealand.—April 19th. Public Works Department. 
H.M. Trade Commissioner has forwarded particulars of a call for 
tenders for 6 000 pin insulators, suitable for a line operating at 
66,000 volts batween phases. Tenders (accompanied by deposit of 
£100) to the Secretary, Pablic Works Tenders Board, Government 
Buildings, Wellington. Specifications may be seen at the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Quen Street (Room 59), West- 
minster, S. W. I. 


South Africa, —P&ETORIA.— May 10th. Municipality. 
Switchgear. Tenders, marked Elestric Light and Power Depart- 
ment, 1920 Extensions, Contract No. 5," to Deputy Town Clerk, 
Municipal Offices, Pretoria, on May 10th. Deposit, five guineas. 
Further particulars may be obtained from the general manager of 
the Electric Light and Power Department, or from the consulting 
engineer, Mr. G. M. Clark, 40-12, Meischkel's Buildings, Johan- 
nesburg. 07 E apii 

JOHANNESBURG. — June 22nd. South African Railwaya and 
Harbours. Electrification of Capstown and Simonstown and 
Durban-Maritzburg lines: Overhead equipment of permanent way 
and overhead transmission line, switchgear and accessories, and 
trackbonds. (See this issue.) 


A copy of the specification, &c., can be consulted at the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, . W. l. 


418 THE 


ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol. 88. No. 2,262, APRIL 1, 1921. 


CLOSED. 
Australia. —New Sours WALEs.—P.M.G.'s Department. 


Accepted :— : 
One additional primary-line switch unit for automatic exchange, Balmain, 
£562. —A utomati o Pelephones (Aust.), Ltd. 
Automatic switchboard material, £180.—Automatic Telephones (Aust.), Ltd, 


Victorian Railways Department. Accepted :— 

Impregnating plant, spare parts and Bondi. gauge, for impregnating 
electrical apparatus with insulating varnishes and solid compounds, 
£ 2,46) each. —- Gibson Battle (Melbourne), Pty., Ltd. 

400-k W t: cansformer, £983.—General Trading Co. — Tenders. 


Government Contracts. — The following Government 
contracts were placed during February, 1921 : — 


ApMIKALTY : CONTRACT AND PURCHASE DEPARTMENT. 

Automatic telephone exchange equipment.—Relay Automatic Telephone 

Co., Ltd. 
Electrically-operated jib crane.—Armstrong & Main, Ltd. 
Electrical condenser.—W. A. Hole. 
Electric lighting, &c.—G. E. Taylor & Co., Ltd. 
Electric fans.—General Electric Co., Ltd. 

WAR OFFICE. 

Distributing boards.—General Electric Co., Ltd.; W. 
Bridge meggers.— Exershed & Vignoles, Ltd. 
Electric cells.— Fuller's United Electric Co., Ltd.; 

Ltd. 


Sanders & Co. 
Siemens Bros. & Co., 


AIR MINISTRY. 


Electric wiring.—T. Clarke & Co. 
Magnetos.—British Thomson-Houston Co., B 
Magneto spares.—North & Sons. 


Post OFFIcE. 


Protective apparatus.—British L.M. Ericsson Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 

Telephone apparatus.—British L.M., Ericsson Manufacturing Co., Ltd.; 
Phaenix lelephone & Electric Works, Ltd.; Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. 

Terminal blocks.—General Electric Co., Ltd.; "Phoenix Telephone & Elec- 
tric Works, Ltd. 

Telegraph and telephone cable.— British Insulated & Helsby Cables, Ltd.; 
Glover & Co.; Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd.; Western Electric Co., Ltd. 

Cords for telephones.—London Electric Wire Co. & Smiths, Ltd.; Phoenix 
Telephone & Electric Works, Ltd. 

Cable drums.—Macintosh Cable Co., Ltd. 

Ducts.—Exors. of the late H. R. Manstield; Sharp, Jones & Co. 

Laying conduits.—Birmingham-Worcester (Section III) and Birmingham- 
Worcester and Droitwich (Section H): E. E. Jeavons & Co., Ltd. 
Canterbury-Ramsgate-Margate, Colchester-Ipswich (Sections 1 and Il), 
Hampstead (Belsize Park) and Purley-New Oxted (Section II): O. C. 
Summers. Ealing (Castlebar) and London-Bristol- Newport (S.-W., 
Section 5): Whittaker Ellis. London-Dorking (Section I): J. Mow- 
lem & Co., Ltd. London-Uxbridge-High Wycombe (Hyde Park, &c.): 
G. J. Anderson. Newcastle-Durham (Section la): W. Turner (Ard- 
wick), Ltd. Portsmouth-Ryde: H. Linington. St. Pancras: A. 
Thomson & Co. Wembley (N. & N.W.) area: J. A. Ewart, Ltd. 
Widnes-Runcorn: Hodge Bros. (Contractors), Ltd. 

Manufacture, supply, drawing-in, and jointing cable.—Chester-Hawarden : 
British Insulated & Helsby Cables, Ltd. Derby-Sheffield and Sheffield- 
Leeds: Western Electric Co., Ltd. 

Distribution cable plugs.—British Insulated & Helsby Cables Ltd. 

Insulator rings.—Avon India-Rubber Co., Ltd. 

Solder.—British Insulated & Helsby Cables Ltd.; E. Cowles. 

Telephone exchange cquipment.—Cambridge : Western Electric Co., Ltd. 

Wallboards.—Thornton-Pickard Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 

Bronze wire.—T. Bolton & Sons, Ltd.; British Insulated & Helsby Cables, 
Ltd.; Shropshire Iron Co., Ltd.; F. Smith & Co. „ incorporated in the 
London Electric Wire Co. & Smiths, Ltd. 

Copper binding wire.—F. Smith & Co., incorporated in the London Elec- 
tric Wire Co. & Smiths, Ltd. 

Enamelled and silk covered and copper wire.—-Phanix Telephone and 
Electric Works, Ltd. 

Tinned copper wire.—Richard Johnson & Nephew, Ltd. 


Hick COMMISSIONER FOR INDIA. 
Cable.—British Insulated & Helsby Cables, Ltd.; W. T. Glover & Co., 
Ltd.; Pirelli General Cable Works, Ltd.; Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd.; 
F. Smith & Co. (incorporated in the London Electric Wire Co. & 
Smiths, Ltd.); Union Cable Co., Ltd.; Western Electric Co., Ltd. 
Inert cells.—Fuller's United Electric Works, Lid. 
Crucibles.—Morgan Crucible Co., Ltd. 
Insulator cups.—T. De la Rue & Co., Ltd. 
Generating sets.— Lancs. Dynamo & Motor Co., Ltd. 
Electric Jamps.—General Electric Co., Ltd. 
Meters.—Ferranti, Ltd. 
Electric motors.—Lancs. Dynamo & Motor uA Ltd.; 
Stator, &c.—British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 
Switchboard.—Erskine Heap & Co., Ltd. 
Telephone apparatus.—Automatic Telephone Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 
Electric wire.—Derby & Co., Ltd. 
Galvanised wire.—R. Johnson & Nephew, Ltd.; 
lron wire.—Dorman, Long & Co., Ltd. 
Steel wire. Sy iG Iron Co., Ltd.; 
cross Co., 


Veritys, Ltd. 


Rylands Bros., Ltd. 


Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd.; White- 


E AGENTS FOR THE COLONIES, 
Alternator and condensing plant.—C. A. Parsons & Co., Ltd. 
Battervy.—Tudor Accumulator Co., Ltd. 
Cable.—Western Electric Co., Ltd.; W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd. 
Cables.—Callender's Cable & Construction Co., Ltd.; W. T. Henley's 
Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. 
Ceiling fans.—General Electric Co., Ltd. 
G.I. wire.—Rylands Bros., Lid. 
Insulator cups.—Bullers, Ltd. 
Pole distribution boxes.—British Insulated & Helsby Cables, Ltd. 


Porcelain grids, &c.—Chloride Electrical Storage Co., Ltd.; Telegraph 
Iron Works; Bullers, Ltd. 
Telegraph line material Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd.; Bullers, Ltd. 


Telephone, &c.— British L. M. Ericsson Manufacturing. Co., Ltd. 
Wire.—R. Johnson & Nephew, Ltd. 
Bronze and copper wire.—T. Bolton & Sons, Ltd. 

H.M. Orrice or Works. 


Engineering services, Roval Mint switchboard: Drake & Gorham, Ltd. 
Miscellaneous cable — Enfield Ediswan Cable Works, Ltd. 


Electric cable and wire.—General Electric Co., Ltd.; H. W. Smith & Co. 


(1930), Ltd.; Hackbridge Cable Co. 


Lurgan.—Urban District Council. Accepted :— 
Cables for the electricity scheme, £8,156.—Enfleld Ediswan Co., Ltd. 


‘New Zealand.—AuckLAND.— The City Council has 
accepted the following principal tenders for the extension of the 
city's electricity system: 


Generator plant, 494, 000.— British General Electric Co. 
Remainder of machínery, £77,00^.—British Thomson-Houston Co. 
Boilers, £81,000. —Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd. 


— Renter's Trade Service (Melbourne). 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. ~ 


Institution of Engimeers.—Friday, April lat. At 89, Victoria Street, 
S.W. At 7.80 p.m. Paper on Runte Conveyors,” by Mr. M. 
Jennings. 

Friday, April 8th. At the Caxton Hall. At 8 p.m. Questions and 
general discussion. 

Institution of Production Engineers... Saturday April 2nd. At L and 4, 

Tudor Street, E.C. At 6 p.m. General meeting 30 to approve articles of 
association and by-laws, 


Society of (Incorp.).—Monday, April 4th. At Burlington House, 
Piccadilly, « At 5.50 p.m. Ordinary meeting. 

Manchester Wireless Society. — Tuesday, April 5th. At the Albert Hall, 
Albion Hotel. At 7.80 p.m. Paper on The History of the Te:ephone," 
as Mr. A. Marr. 


y Association of Electrica] Eagineers.— Wednesday, April 6th. At 
the. v. M. O. A., 95, High Street. At 7.80 p.m. Annual business meeting. 


Faraday Society—Joint Meetiug with the Iestitution of 
kaataa. and other Institutions, —- Wednesday April 6th. At the 
Institution of Mechanical Engineers. At 2.30, ö, and 8 p.m. Discussion 
on The Failure of Metals under Internal or Prolonged Stress.” 


Royal Society of Arts.—Wednesday, April 6th. At John Street, Adelphi, 
W.C. AtBpm. Paper on The Ootophone, by Mr. A. Barr. 


Chemical Society. Thursday, April 7th. At Burlington House, Piccadilly. 
At 8 p.m, Lecture by Dr. F. W . Aston. 

Institution of Electrical Engineers,—Thursday April Tth. At the Institu- 
tion of Civil Engineers, Great George Street, 8. W. At 6 p.m. Paper on 
“Bome Recent Developments in Steam Turbine Practice," by . K. 
Baumann. 

Western Centre. — Monday, April 4th. At the Public Library, 
Swansea. 1 . Paper on The Commercial Application of Variable 
Speed Motors,“ by Dr. 8. Parker Smith. 

North-Western Centre.— Wednesday, April 6th. At the College of 
Technology, Manchester. At 7.90 p.m. Lecture on Developments in 
Wireless Telegraphy and Telephony, by Prof. E. W. Marchant. 

South-Midland Centre. — Wednesday, April 6th. At the Univer- 
sity, Birmingham. Ordinary meeting. 


Society of Londos.— Friday, April 8th. At the Imperial College 
of Science, South Kensington, S.W. At 5 p.m. Ordinary scientific 


meeting. 
burgh Electrical Society.— Friday, April 8th. At the Philosophical 
Institute. At8 p.m. El cal prion and answers. 


Salford Technical and Engineering Society.—Saturday, April 9th. At 
the Royal Technical College. At7 p.m. Paperon" Correct Lubrication," 
by Mr. A. B. Smith. 


NOTES. 


Bogus Electricity Inspectors.— The Manchester Guardian 
warns ita readers that recently many instances have occurred in 
Manchester of men calling at houses and representing themselves 
to be employós of the Corporation Electricity Department, obvioualy 
with the intention of theft. The genuine inspectors are always in 
uniform, and bear & written authority, the exhibition of which 
should be demanded. 


Edacational.—BiRMINGHAM UNIVERSITY.—The Council 
of the Birmingham University is taking steps to bring members of 
the staple trades of Birmingham and the Midlands into closer 
relationship with the University by making them aoquainted with 
the opportunities for training of students at the new buildings at 
Edgbaston. Last Thursday the leading members of the iron and 
ateel trades paid a visit, and they were conducted over the 
technical departments by Prof. T. Turner, Considerable interest 
was shown in the electrical engineering, mechanical engineering, 
and metallurgical departments. 


Radinm for Paris.—The Municipality of Paris has 
voted & sum of £100,000 for the purchase of 2 grammes of radium 
for use in public hospitals. 


E.T.B.I. Concert.—A smoking concert has been organised 
by the Manchester and District Local Advisory Committee of the 
Electrical Trades Benevolent Institution, which will take place at 
the Albion Hotel, Piccadilly, Mauchester, this evening. 


The Batti-Wallahs’ Soclety.— The annual general 
meeting was held at the Holborn Restaurant on the 21st ult., follow- 
ing the luncheon that this lively Association holds monthly. Among 
the guests was Mr. Beresford (“Tendency Beresford "y President 
of the American Institute of Electrical Engineers, and a compli- 
mentary reference to his presence brought from him a capital 
little speech in reply. 

The retiring President, Mr. W. Wyld, was in the chair until such 
time as he gracefully handed it over to the newly-elected President, 
Mr. W. F. Ireland. 

The hon. secretary, Mr. F. Pooley, reported sound progress in 
1920, both in numbers and in finance, and the meeting registered a 
resolve to make the Society atill more comprehensive in 1921. Mr. 
Pooley was presented with a most handsome silver bowl, which 
was insoribed as a small tribute of esteem and gratitude for his 
long and splendid services to the Society. 

The following is the list of officers elected at the meeting :— 
President: W. F. Ireland. Vice-Presidents : E. Barralet, C. Newton 
Russell, E. P. Barfield, R. W. Hughman. Committee: A. W. Blake, 
H. Foulds, L. 8. Richardson, J. P. Maginnis, A. F. Harmer, M. R. 
Gardener. Hon. Sec. and Treasurer: F. Pooley. Hon. Entertain- 
ment Secretary : A. J. Greenly. 


Educational Kinemas.— When the Lycées of Paris 
obtain the kinema sets, which the Minister of Education intends 
shortly to distribute, they will be applied, in the first instance, says 
the Daily Mail, to the teaching of natural history. 
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Football.— In a football match at Wigan, between the 
employés of the Southport Corporation Electric Tramway and the 
Wigan Corporation Electric Tramway employés, the latter were the 
victors by 2 to 1. 


Service Notes. — Capt. E. B. Hunter, A.M.I.E.E., from 
the London Electrical Engineers, has bean gazetted a major in the 
Territorial Reserve of Officers, from March 23rd last. Lieut. R G. 
Burton, from the London Eiectrioal Engineers, has been similarly 
appointed to th» Territorial Reserve of Officers. Lieut. R. G. Smith, 
who was in the Territorial Reserve of Officers for some time, haa 
been re-appointed to the Lancashire Fortress Engineers, Territorial 
Force (Electric Lights Company). Recruiting for the electrical 
departments of the Navy and Army is very good just now, and a 
good type of men is being obtained for both Services. 

It is officially announced that the Admiralty Experimental 
Station at Shandon, Dumbartonshire, set up during the war for 
scientific, experimental, and rescarch work, was to be completely 

closed down by March 31st. On this date the appointment of 
Senior Naval Officer, Shandon, held since June, 1919, by Capt. 
George L. Massey, who in the war was Assistant Director of Para- 
vanes, was to be terminated. The naval part of the Shandon base has 
been known as H.M.S. Crescent III, the Crescent being the depot 
ship at Rosyth for the Scottish Command, and this unit was also 
to be paid off on March 3 lat, says Zhe Times. Research work for the 
Navy will in future be chiefly carried on at the Naval Research 
Institute at Teddington, which, it is hoped, will be complete by 
the end of the present financial year. The reason for the abandon- 
ment of Shandon was on account of its distance from the open sea 
and from the experimental achools at the ports, the various 
scientific institutions, and the Admiralty. 


The Consumption of Electricity by Domestic Appliances. 
—The following figures indicate the value of a steady propaganda 
in favour of the subsidiary uses of electricity in the home. As 
most of the appliances named use electricity at lighting rates, we 
have assumed a price of 6d. per unit :— : 


Watts Use, hours Units, 
capacity. per annum. per annum. 


100 fans eee 0 00 ove 100 100 1,0. 0 
100irons  ... eee i 300 150 4,500 
100 table hot-plates... .. 200 100 2,000 
100 kettles ...  ..  .. 500 100 5,000 
100 water or milk-heaters ... 250 60 1,250 
100 toasters... T ies 200 60 1.200 
100 vacuum oleaners .. 250 300 7,500 
100 washing machines 250 150 3 750 
800 pieces. 26 200 


.26 200 units at 6d. = £655 per annum. 


If the peak load is not increased by the use of these devioes, the 
cost of the energy is only that ascribed to " running costs,” so that 


the balk of the revenue is net profit. 


Appointments Vacant.—Tramway overhead linesmen 
(78s. 8d.), for the Borough of Wigan Tramways Department; shift 
engineer, for the Rawtenstall Corporation Electricity Department. 
See our advertisement pages to-day. 


A Municipal Exhibition,—To educate the public up to 
the advantages conferred by the use of electricity should be one 
of the first considerations of a municipality owning an electricity 
undertaking. We are pleased to see that Aylesbury set an 
excellent example in this direction by the organisation of an 
electrical exhibition, last week. The show, which was formally 
opened by the Mayor, Alderman James Robinson, on March 21st, 
was arranged by the borough electrical engineer (Mr. W. A. Turn- 
ball) and his staff, and their efforts were amply rewarded by the 
keen interest shown by the visitors. The exhibition covered both 
domestic and agricultural appliances, and these were shown in 
working. ‘The best way of all was chosen for the display of the 
domestic side of the show—i.¢., by arranging the exhibits in their 
correct surroundings, in a bedroom, drawing room, dining room, 
and kitchen. Each room presented an example of correct and 
scientific lighting and heating. Local firms carried out the decora- 
tion and furnishing. Among the devices which appeared were 
“ Carola ” heating pads in the bedroom, a “ Lightning " oven in the 
kitchen, and Aqua and Stanton " water-heaters supplying hot 
water to a bath. The Western Electric Oo., Ltd., waa very much 
to the fore, its stand bearing examples of many of its appliances, 
including a washing machine, a dish washer, a sewing machine, 


and vacuum cleaners. The stand was illuminated by means of 


flood lighting. Mr. Gowan, an enterprising local contractor, was 
responsible for a most imposing display in the centre of the ball. 
Assisted by demonstrators. Mr. Gowan showed washing machines, 
cookers, and smaller apparatus under working conditions. A 
number of lighting sets were exhibited by various firms, these 
including “Lalley Light," "Austin," and Aster" sets. The 
Jackson Electric Stove Co. had an excellent range of ite producte, 
and cooking was carried on continuously. 

Upon the agricultural side were gravel crushers, fodder slicers, 
milk separators, and. centrifugal pumps, automatically controlled, 
the principal manufacturers represented being Mesers. Brown and 
Sons, of Leighton Buzzard. A 2$-ton electric vehicle, built by Messrs. 
Ransomes, Sims & Jefferies, Ltd., was driven round the district by 
Messrs. Messey & Co., Ltd, to advertise the exhibition. Other 
exhibitors included the General Electric Co., Ltd., the Hot Point 
Co., the Bastian Oo., the British Electric Transformer Oo., Ltd., &c. 


The latest aid to publicity—the kinematograph—was made full 
use of, both the Western Electric Co. and the Hoover Suction 
Oleaner Co. loaning films for the purpose. 

Many useful lectures were given to appreciative audiences, 
among the speakers being Mr. J. W. Beauchamp, of the British 
Electrical Development Association ; Mr. Napier Prentice, of Felix- 
stowe; Mr. Borlase Matthews, A. M. I. O. E., and Mr. W. T. Kerr, 
borough electrical engineer, Hereford, who lectured on the appli- 
cations of electricity to agriculture. Mr. W. A. Turnbull also 
lectured, and Mr. Ll. B. Atkinson, President I.E.E., was present on 
March 24th. 

It is to be hoped that the exhibition will be followed by a 
tremendous rush 10r electricity and electrical appliances. Much of 
the success was due to Mrs, W. A. Turnbull, who rendered valuable 
assistance in demonstrating for and instructing lady visitors. 

After the close of the show the staff was entertained to supper 
by Mr. Turnbull, when they were thanked for their good work. 


The Metric System in Japan.—The Director of the 
International Bureau of Weights and Measures has informed the 
Academy of Sciences that the Japanese Parliament has passed an 
Act for the compulsory adoption of the metric system, 


Electrical Apprentices.—In reply to an advertisement 
for three spprent.ccs at Burnley electrivity works, the Corporation 
has received 100 applications. 


Empire Naval Policy. — The Memorandum supplementing 
Lora Lees statement reviewing the history of tue past year 
states, says the Iimes, that it is hoped that the Naval Research 
Institution at leddington close to the National Physical 
Laboratory will be complete by the end ot the present financial 
year. Kelerring to the very economical arrangements made 
with regard to optical research and experiment, the memor- 
andum says:—" 1t was arranged earlier in the year that the 
requirements of the tighting services could best be met by co- 
operation, and it has been decided that the Admiralty shall 
maintain an Optical Section at the Naval Research Institution 
which shall carry out research and experunent for both the 
Navy and Army. Until the Admiralty building at Teddington 
is complete the Optical Section will be housed by the National 
Physical Laboratory. In a somewhat similar way it has been 
possible to centralise research work in gyroscopes, it having 
been decided to continue such research work at the Royal Naval 
College, Greenwich.“ 

A Division of the Naval Staff has been made responsible for 
formulating proposals for the commercial application of 
scientific devices, originally developed for naval purposes, 
which may be suitable tor commercial application. The Admir- 
alty proposes to lay a leader cable in a position where its com- 
mercial application can be fully demonstrated; in order that the 
Mercantile Marine inay have every opportunity of investigating 
the practical commercial value of the device. It is bélleved 
that the adoption of leader gear off the entrances to some of 
our commercial ports will prevent considerable losses both of 
time and material. 

Many directional wireless telegraphy stations were set up 
on the coasts of the United Kingdom during the war, and 
several of these, since the Armistice, have been placed at the 
disposal of ships of the Mercantile Marine. As the stations 
are not required in peace time for naval work, they are being 
turned over to the Post Office, except one which will be em- 
ployed on: development and research work. 

The policy with regard to deck and engineer officers set out 
last year has been continued, and it is proposed to introduce 
certain modifications in the present system of engineering 
training. The time has arrived for arranging gradually to 
transfer the duties in connection with the electrical installa- 
tions of H.M. ships from the charge of the torpedo lieutenant, 
a deck officer, with whom it is vested at present, to the 
engineering side. ‘The maintenance in an efficient condition of 
electrical machinery is à similar function to that of the main- 
tenance of other machinery on board ships; the proposals, 
therefore, for the future training of officers for the engineering 
branch make provision for a proportion of those otlicers to 
become electrical engineering specialists. It has been deemed 
desirable to arrange for the separation of deck and engineer- 
ing branches to take place earlier than has hitherto been the 
case. 'lhose on the engineering side require, before proceed- 
ing to sea, to receive a thorough grounding in engineering 
and electricity, and to undergo a period of practical work in 
the workshops. For this purpose they will first proceed for 
three years' training at the Engineering College at Keyham, 
and will undergo a course similar to the one which all engi- 
neer oflicers in H.M. Navy formerly underwent, and which 
gave us the splendid body of officers to whom we owe the 
engineering efficiency of the fleet during the war. On com- 
pletion of this course they will then proceed to sea to carry 
out engineering duties afloat. Specially selected officers will 
be given the appropriate advanced courses at Greenwich 
as may be necessary. ‘Those otficers who have qualified in 
the advanced marine engineering course will be eligible ae at 
present for the higher posts; those who have qualified in the 
advanced electrical course will be employed in ships requiring 
them and will be eligible for selection for the higher electrical 
positions. As specialist electrical oflicers become available the 
electrical installations in the more important ships now in 
charge of torpedo lieutenants will be transferred to them, and 
in the less important ships the electrical installations will be 
in charge of an engineer officer. 


420 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[vol. 88. No. 2,262, APRIL 1, 1921, 


Electricity (Supply) (No. 2) Bill.—4À special committee 
appointed by the Council of the Association of Municipal Corpora- 
tions had an interview with Mr. Arthur Neal, Parliamentary 
Secretary of the Ministry of Transport, and the Electricity Com- 
missioners, on January 21st, and recently issued a report on the 
No. 2 Bill, suggesting various modifications. The report has been 
adopted by the Council. The Committee suggests that a joirt 
authority shall nct be restricted in borrowing for working capital 
to & period of three years, as laid down in Clause l. since it may 
require no capital during that period, but may need it later. With 
regard to Clause 2, the Committee would extend the permission to 
suspend sinking-fund payments to cover all moneys borrowed fcr 
the purposes of the Electricity (Supply) Acts. and not only loans 
rais d subsequently to the passing of No. 2 Bill; it would also add 
power to capitalise interest during construction. By the 
Act of 1919, the expenses of the Electricity Commis- 
sionera are placed upon the shoulders of the joint 
electricity authorities and authorised  undertakera of the 
United Kingdom ; as they are, in effect, a Government department, 
objection is raised to the provision, and it is urged that Sec. 29 of 
the Act of 1919 should not be amended but repea' ed. Clause 8 
authorises the Minister to transfer to a joint authority the whole 
or part of the undertaking of an authorivei undertaker who is 
unable to supply electricity, or to empower tke joint authority to 
supply electricity w thin the area: it is proposed that this power 
to supply in default shall extend on!y to that part of the area 
within which the aut ho ised under'aker is unable to give the 
supply. Clause 13 provides that deficiercies in the accounts of a 
joint authority may be met by contributions levi-d from the con- 
stituent bodies repres»nted on the joint authority, objection is 
taken to the provisions of the clause 85 far as they are compulsory. 

Clause 15 extends the period for repayment of sums advanced by 
the Treasury for urgent works from two to five years; the Com- 
mitte desires that the period shall be further extended to 15 years, 
but Mr. Neal, at the interview, pointed out that the intention was 
not to finance the joint electricity authority, but to save time by 
providing mor ey for urgent works while the au‘hority was being 
established and got into working order. Directly the works were 
handed over to the authority, the latter should provide the money. 
The clause was intended to ease the burden by extending the time 
and providing fôr payment by iustal men's. 


Radio-Activity and Plant Growth.—According to an 
article by Prof. G. Petit, in Za Nature, experiments have shown 
conclusively that radio-active substances have an important effect 
on the growth of p'anta, provided that too great a quantity of the 
substance is not employed. Researches are in progress to deter- 
mine the bert conditions and methods of application, and the 
manner in which the improved results are brought about. 


9r des ./ INSTITUTION NOTES. 


The Institution of Electrical Engineers.—LivEeRPOOL SUB- 
CENTRE.— Mr. Mallirson read his paper on Electric Driving in 
the Paper Mill on Heat economy Lines before the Liverpool Sub- 
Cex tre, on March 2!et. Mr. T. D. Clothier, in openirg the dis- 
oussion, remarked on the low speeds referred to, and questioned 
whether these could not be boosted up. He also referred to the 
high peroentage of energy required to drive the machinery 
required for paper‘making against that actua ly used for the 
ma ufac ure. Mr. Rattenbury offered some useful suggestions that 
he thought might overcome the switchgear difficulties enumerated 
by Mr. Mallirson. Mr. Malas referred to the heating of paper 
mills, aud seked several questions dealing with the technical 


manufacture of paper. Messrs. Cooper and Wilson also tcok part 
in the diecussion. | 


WESTERN CENTRE.—An ordinary general meeting will be held 
at Swansea on Monday, April 4th. when Dr. S. Parker Smith, of 
the City and Guilds Engineering College, London, will deliver a 
- oe on “The Commercial Application of Variable-Speed 

0 18. , T 

Previous to the meeting at Bristol on May 2nd, when the Centre 
‘will be addressed by the President, Mr. Llewelyn B. Atkineon, it is 
pr. posed to hold a dinner if a sufficient number of members are 
wilirg. Early applicaticn for tickets shculd be made to Mr. 
3 : Ostler, Electricity Department, The Exchange, Corn Street. 

risto’. 

. The annual report for the 1919-1920 Session of this Centre 
states that the session (the eighth) has been an important one, 
following upon the extension of the area referred to in the last 
annual repo: t. Seven meetings—four in Cardiff. two in Bristol, 
and one in S$wa»tea—were held. The latter was the firet held by 
the Western Centre in Swansea, and it was most euccessful. 

The attendance at all the meetings has been such as to 
ercourage the Committee in increasing the scope of its operations, 
and it will no coubt further consider the junior members of tke 
Centre. and provide means whereby they will be able to take a 
greater part in the discussions. 

The membership of the Centre for 1920 was as follows:— 
Members, 75; sssociate members, 218; associates, 15; graduates, 
94 ; students, 73 ; total, 415, E 


The Faraday Soclety and Engineering Institutions. —A joint 
general discussion on The Failure of Metals under Internal and 
Prolonged Stress will be held in the Hall of the Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers, on Wednesday, April 6th, from 2.30 to 
10.30 p.m., by the Faraday Soc'ety, the Institution of Mechanical 
Enoginrers, the Iron and Steel Institute, the Institute of Metals, 
the North-East Coast Inst'tution of Engineers and Shipbuilders, 
the West of Scotland Ircn and Steel Inttitute, and the Institution 
of Engineers and Shipba lcers n Scotland. 

An introductory adiress wiel be read by Dr. W. Rosenhain, 
F.R.S., giving a genersl survcy of the subject. Papers of a 
general charac'er will occupy tke rest of the afternoon. and the 
second session, 5 to 6.30 p.m., will be devoted to a general discus- 
sion. After dinner there will follow papers and discussions dealing 
with ' Causes of Failure of Brass and Ste:1." Amongst the papera 
to be presented are the following: — L. Archbutt: Failure of 
the Lead Sheathing of Telegraph Cables“; H. S. Rawdon: The 
Presence of Internal Fractures in Steel Riils, and their Relation 
to the Behaviour of the Material under Service Stresses,” 


Royal Institution.—The Tyndall Lectures will bə delivered 
by Mr. C. T. R. Wilson, who will speak on " Thunderstorms,” 
b: ginning on Thursday. April 7th. 


Edinburgh Electrical Society.—At a meeting held on March 
25th, Mr. W. Leithead delivered a lecture on Automatic Tele- 
phones.” After a brief reference to the history and varieties of 
automatic exchanges, the lecturer gave a very fall and detailed 
description of the Strowger apparatus. He showed how preliminary 
difficulties had been overcome and the modern gear perfected. The 
lecture was illuatrated by lantern slides and diagrams. In the 
conrre of the discussion, Mr. J. Plucknett submitted some 
particulars of the Relay automatic system, snd strongly 
supported its claims for wider adoption on the grounds of 
simplicity. 

Institution of Civil Engineers.—In a recent circular to members 
the Council referred to the proposed legislation to regulate the 
qua'ifications of civil engineers and to define and limit the use of 
the title " civil engine?r," and remarked that the original proposal 
to effect this object by means of a private Bill was found to be 
impossible ; the Council had considered whether the desired object 
could be satisfactorily secured by means of a public Bill, and dir- 
cussel the subject with other engineering Institutions, but decided 
not to follow that course. Tne adoption of a descriptive title to be 
uted exclusively by those who possess, in the words of the Institu- 
t'on's original Charter, "the knowledge which constitutes the 
profession of a civil engineer," was then considered, and it was 
decided that the most appropriate professional designation which 
could be effectively limited in its use in the way desirel was 
“chartered civil engincer." The Council, acting under legal 
advice, has decided to apply to the Privy Council for the grant of a 
supplemental Royal Charter to confer the use of the professional 
description chartered civil engineer upon corporate members of 
the Institut/on. 


Liverpool Engineering Society.—At a meeting of the Society on 
March 30th, Mr. F. W. Macaulay, M.Inst.C.E., read a paper on 
" Some Considerations on the Choice of Materials for Pressure 
Aquelucts." In the course of his paper the author stated that 
water engineers who had charge of cast-iron mains laid within the 
last 30 or 40 years were faced to-day with very serious difficulties 
and prob'ems owing to the mcre or less rapid deterioration of the 
discharging capacity of their mains. As au instance, it had been 
found that the three cast-iron mains on Manchester's Thirlmere 
aqueduct lost 35 per cent. of their original capacity in 15 years, 
and 40 per cent. in 20 years. The deterioration of large mains of 
the Leeds Waterworks was said to be atill higher. 

The problem before manufacturers was to find a method 
whereby the theoretical quantity of steel necessary to withstand 
int’ rnal working pressures might be formed economically into a 
pipe which, while stiff and rigid to prevent deformat‘on by 
external pressure would be protected against corrcsion and 
bacterial action. The author dealt at some length with reinforced 
concrete pipes mentioning that devised by M. Bonna, consistirg of 
a steel cylinder between internal and external steel helices of 
cruciform section, the whole embedded in concrete. The Hume” 
pipe was described. This is made by a centrifugal process, the 
concrete beirg reinforced with steel wire. This type of pipe has 
proved of great value, and the author described a number of 
examples which be had seen. A patent recently had been taken 
out. by a South African, for lining metal tubes with unreinforced 
concre'e, and pipes of from 3 to 24 in. in diameter already had 
been dealt with by this methol, The author saw no reason why 
equal results could not be obtained with tubes of much larger 


diameter. 


The annual general meeting will be held on April 27th. when 
the business will include the announcement of election of Council 
and offcers, and announcement of awards cf the Derby Gold Medal. 
the Scciety’s Premium, and presentation of Diploma Certificates to 
those elected during the session. 

Chelmsford Engineering Soclety.—The first annual conversazione 
was held cn March 18th, at the Arc Works’ Club Rooms (by kind 
permission of Messrs. Crompton & Co., Ltd.). Many prominent 
engir eers were present, and the Mayor. Alderman J. O. Thompsou, 
O. B. E, alto attended, The President, Mr. T. E. Dann, in a brief 
addreas, welcomed the guests. The first half of an excellent 
concert followed, and refreshments were then rerved. . 

During the interval a numb r of working models and aubjects of 
scientific interest. were on view (under the supervision of Mr. H. 
Church) They proved of great interest, and included a demcp- 
i tration of wireless telephony by the Marconi W.T. Co., exhibits of 
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soap bubble formation, microscopic slides, colour photographs. a 
demonstration by Messrs. Crompton & Co. of the Rotertson " 
atroboacopic vibrator, and various electrical apparatus manufactured 
in Chelmaford about 35 years azo. The President, in an interesting 
speech, laid stress on the important part played by engineers in the 
aevelopmeat and every-day life of the community, and pointed out 
the need for such a So iety as this in the towa, by means of which 
engineers were able to meet an l enjoy the advantages of discussion 
The aecretary, Mr. H. Spenc2r, gave a brief history of the Society, 
followed by & pleasing address from the Mayor on behalf of the 
guests. The second half of the concert programme was then 
proceeded with. 


Stoke-on-Trent Association of Engineers. —The members of the 
Association were recently conducted over the Burslem Electricity 
Works by the Stoke-on-Trent chief electrical engineer (Mr. C. H. 
Yeaman). Mr. Yeaman outlinel the history of electricity supply 
in the district, and an interesting afternoon wasspent. In the 
evening a atudents’ competition was he'd, each participant being 
desired to describe the construction and uses of various locomotive 
party. 


Iron and Steel Institute.—The annual meeting of the Institute 
will be held at the Institution of Civil Engineers, Great George 
Street, Westminster, on May 5th and 6th, commencing each day at 
10 a.m. The prcgramme of proceedings includes on May 6th a 
general meeting of members and annual dinner at the Connaught 
Rooms; on May 6th the following papers (among others) will te 
read :—' Notes on the Cleaning of Biast.-furnace Gas,“ by S. H. 
Fowles : Slip lines and Twinning in E:ectro-deposited Iron," by 
W. E. Hughes; Röatgen Spectographic Investigations of Iron and 
Steel," by A. Westgren. 

An invitation has been received from the Comité des Forges de 
France for the Institute to hold its autumn meeting in Paris early 
in September. After the meeting, arrangements will be made to 
enable members attendinz to visit works in Lorraine, Creusot, and 
Normandy. 


Association of Mining Electrical Engineers.—A meeting of the 
Midland Branch of the Asacciation was held on March 19th, at 
Derby. Mr. A. W. Williams read a paper on Insulators: Their 
Duties, and the Mainterance of Ineulation." Of course, the paper 
was directed chiefly to the use of insulators in mines; an instructive 
discussion followed the reading of the paper. 


Institution of Engineers, Iadla.— The inaugural meeting of the 
Institution was to take place on February 23rd. The Viceroy and 
the Governor of Bengal were to be present, and the presidential 
address was to be delivered by Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee. 
Amongst the papers read during the meeting were: —“ Develop- 
ment of Electrochemical Industries in India," by Dr. Fermor, of 
the Geographical Survey of India: Electricity in the Jute Mill," 


by Dr. Crowley; "Driving Belts as a Source of Waste in 
Factories," by Mr. T. C. Weston, Deputy Director of Industries, 
Bengal. The first annual dinrer was to be held on February 24th, 


when the Governor of Bengal and other distinguished guests 
were expected to attend. The address of the Secretary is Post-box 
669, Calcutta. — Indian Engineering. 


OUR PERSONAL COLUMN, 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether oonnsoted with the 
teohmioal or the oommoroial side of the profession and industry, 
also eleotrio tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements, 


Ms. R. McGrRecor, who has for some years past been chief 
mechanical engineer to Mesers. J. G. White & Co., Ltd., London, 
electrical, mechanical, and civil engineers, and who in this capacity 
has been res porsible for the design, erection, and putting to work 
of large power stations all over the world, is relirquishing this 
position to become engineer and manager of Messrs. Clayton and 
Shuttleworth, Ltd., Lincoln, where he will ke more particularly 
responsible for the development of their water-tube boiler business. 
Thia firm postesses one of the finest boiler works in the country, 
and for some time past has been manufacturing water-tube boilers 
ona desizn which is claimed to represent a marked advance on 
exiating construction. It is intended to develop the manufacture 
and sale of these boilers as the principal activity of the firm. 

Mr. E T. NEWBORN, shift engineer at the Doncaster Corporation 
electricity works, who is leaving to take up a position in London, 
has been presented by the staff with a leather auit case. 

Keighley Town Council renewed & debate, last week, on the 
subject of the salary of the newly-appointed electrical engineer 
(MR. WEBBER, who recently relinquished his position as tram- 
way manager, on the separation of the two posts) A pre- 
vious recommendation by a Committee had been referred back 
by the Council, and the Committee now introduced alternative 
proposals that the salary for this new post be £750 par annum, or 
that it be £750 per annum from the time of relinquishing the 
tram wey duties to March 31st, 1921, and for ore year from April 
lst, £600, plus 5 per cent. of any net profits made by the electricity 
department. In discussion, it was pointed out that the latter 
proposal woull need a profit of £3,0C0 to make the salary reach 
£750. Eventually it was decided that the salary should be £750, 
including war bonus. 

At a meeting of the Blackpool Salaries Committee it was decided 
to recommend an increase in the salary of the electrical engineer 
and tramways manager from £1,250 to.£1,500. a year, Mu, 


FURNESS was receiving £900 per year for these dual positions up 
to August, 1919, when his salary was increased by £360, bringing 
the total up to £1,250. 


Obituary. —Ma. M. B. KENwonTHY.— The death is announced at 
Stafford ot Mr. Marchand B. Kenworthy, chief engineer at the English 
Electric Co.'s Cate Siemens’) works, Stafford, at the age of 41 years. 
He was a native of Saddleworth, Lanc., and came to Stafford about 
17 years ago to take up a position as draughtsman at Messrs. Siemens 
Bros, works, rising to the position of chief engineer. For many 
years he had been instructor in machine construction and drawing 
at the Stafford Municipal Technical Schcol. 

Mr. J. G. HANcox.—The death is announced, at Rhyl, of Mr. 
J. G. Hancox, engineer, of Darlaston. For some time he occupied 
a position of responsibility with the Bradford Corporation elec- 
tricity undertaking, and in 1916 he became aasistant works 
engineer at the Metropolitan Carriage Works, Saltley, near 
Birmingham, 

The death was announced, last week, of Dr. IRONSIDE BRUCE, 
radiologist to Charing Cross Hospital. This gentleman is another 
of a long line of X-ray workers who have given their lives in 
humanity's service. Dr. Bruce's continual exposure to unscreened 
rays led to the development of an acute form of anemia, which 
ultimately caused his death at the early age of 45. Dr. Bruce 
was educated at Aberdeen, and saw service during the South 
African War. 

DR. A. LERAY.— French science had a parallel loss on March 26th 
to that caused to England by the recent death of Dr. Ironside 
Bruce. The latest victim in France to the dangers of X ray 
research is Dr. Adolphe Leray, for 25 years director of the Radio- 
graphical Laboratory at the St. Antoine Hospital, at Paris, Dr. 
Leray made 35,000 radiographic examinations during the war, 
refusing to take any rest until after the armistice. 

MR. EDWARD CAMPBELL.—We regret to record the death, which 
occurred at Edinburgh on March 25th, of Mr. Edward Campbell, 
who was superintending engineer, Telegrap h Department, G.P.O., 
Edinburgh, from January, 1902, to April, 1905. The deceased 
gentleman was nearing his 77th birthday. 


NEW COMPANIES Dy ee 
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Armstrong Sparking Plug Co., Ltd. ars, 762).— Private 
company. Registered March 18th. Capital, 46.030 in 6,000 ordinary shares 
of £l each and 000 deferred shares of 1s. each. To carry on the business 
of dealers in sparking plugs, carburettors, magnetos, engines, wings, radiators, 
and other components for the construction and repair of motor vehicles, &c., 
and to adopt an agreement. with A. W. Armstrong. The subscribers (each 
with one share) are: C. D. Im lhurn, Springle House, Harley, near Hertford, 
pentleman; and F. F. Day, 56, Norfolk Square, Hyde Park, W. 2, gentleman. 
The subscribers are to appoint the first directors. Qualification : £200. Sec- 
DA J. H. Im Thurn. Registered office: 22, Broadway, Westminster, 


Regan, Bennett & Co., Ltd. (173,779) .— Private company. 
Registered March 18th. Capital, £5,000 in 2, 10 per cent. cumulative 
preference shares of £l each and 00,000 ordinary shares of Is. each. To 
carry on the business of electrical and mechanical engineers, electricians, 
manufacturers of, dealers in, and agents for metal filament and gasfilled 
electric lamps, &c. The first directors are: J. W. Regan, 32, Charing Cross, 
Whitchall, S. W. 1: W. H. Bennett, 32, Charing Cross, Whitehall, S.W.1; 
A. L. Martin, 32, Charing Choss, Whitehall, S.W.1. Registered office: 82, 
Charing Cross, Whitehall, S. W. 1. 


Rely- a-Bell Burglar & Fire Alarm Co., Ltd. (173,780).— 
Private omi Registered March 18th. Capital, £1,000 in £l shares. To 
adopt an agreement with Thomas Gunn, Ltd., and H. J. Tibbles, for the 
purchase of certain patents for burglar and fire alarms, &c. The first directors 
are: F. V. Gunn, 8, 5 Mansions, West Kensington (director of 
Thomas Gunn, Ltd.): M. Gunn, Caroline House, Heath Street. Hampstead 
(director of Thomas Bun Ltd.); H. J. Tibbles. Oakdene, Leigh Beck. 
Canvey Island. Registered office: 80a, Coleman Street, E.C.2. 


Aqua Electric Co., Ltd. (173,740).—Private ‘company. 
Registered March 17th. Capital, £8,000 in £l shares. To carry on the 
business of electrical, gas and water engineers, machinists, fitters, mill- 
wrights, &c. The first directors are: A. S. Dorsey, 168, Regent Street, W.; 
A. S. Haxton, 168, Regent Street, W.; E. F. Spencer, 37, Park Mansions, 
Vauxhall Park, S.W. Registered office: 168, Regent Street, W. 


Gilbert Gilkes & Co., Ltd. (173,768).— Private company. 
Registered March 18th. Capital, £36,200 in £1 shares. To take over t 
business of civil, mechanical, and electrical engineers carried on at the 
Canal Iron Works, Kendal, Westmorland, and to adopt an agreement with 
Gilbert Gilkes & Co., Ltd., and L. L. Samuels, the liquidator thereol. The 
first directors are: N. F. Wilson, Elmhurst, Kendal; E. Crewdson, Low 


Slack, Kendal; R. W. Pennington, 4, Wood Lea, Kendal; W. M. Harris, 
Holmficld, Kendal. Registered office: Canal Iron Works, Kendal, West- 
morland. 


D. O. Williams & Co., re ,806).— Private company. 
Registered March 2lst. Capital, in £l shares. To take over 
business of clectrical engineers, installation and general contractors, ke 1 
carried on at High Street, Clydach, Glam., as D. O. Williams & Co. The 
‘rmanent directors are: J. T. Davies, 31, Wellfield Road, Cardiff; W. M 
Vilson, 24. Pontygwyder Road, Swansea (managing director). Registered 
ws High Street, Clydach, Glam. 


Guy V. Laycock, Ltd. (173,770).—Private company. Re- 
gistered March 18th. Capital, 210.000 in £l shares. To take over the 
business of an electrician and electrical engineer and merchant carried on 
by Beatrice S. Laycock at Cloth Hall Street, Huddersfield, as“ Guy V 
Laycock." The first directors are: Beatrice S. Laycock, Garrowby, Green- 
head Road, Huddersfield; H. P. Ripley, 7, Regent Road, Edgerton, Hudders- 
field; W. H. Laycock, 22, Cecil Street, Huddersfield. Qualification, 100 shares, 
Remuneration as fixed by the company. Registered office: 12, Cloth Hall 
Street, Huddersfield. : 


M. E. C. Electrical Co., Ltd. à. (173. ,800).—Private com- 
pany. Registered March 19th. Capital, in £1 shares. To carry on 
the business of electrical and mechanic: 15 engineers, &c. The first directors 
are: H. F. Collier, 9, Stoney Lane, Birmingham; I. F. Milne, 9, Stoney 
Lane, Birmingham; F. Westwood, 8, Stoney Lane, Birmingham, Registered 
office : 9, Stoney Lane, Birmingham. P" " 
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OFFICIAL RETURNS OP HLECTRICAL 
COMPANIES, 


Lancashire United Tramways, Ltd.—Issues on various 
dates from April 6th, 1906, to March Ist, 1921, of £300,000 debcntures, part 
of a series already registered. 


Melvin Engineering Co., Ltd.—Debenture dated March 
l4th, 1921, to secure £1,100 charged on the company's undertaking and 
property, present and future, inciuding uncalled capital. Holder: Lieut.- 
Commander ]. W. Seddon, The Fosters, Hendon, N.W. 4. 


Cambridge Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Issue on March 


7th, 1921, of £3,550 debentures, part of a series already registered. 


Rapid Accumulator Co., Ltd.—Deposit on March Ist, 
1921, of deeds of certain land in Mount Road, Hayes, Middlesex, to secure 
all moneys due or to become duc from company to Barclays Bank, Ltd. 


CITY NOTES. 


The profits for 1920, after making pro- 


British vision for E.P.D. and corporation tax, 
Aluminium amount to £123,157, plus £15.314 brought 
Co., Ltd. forward. Income tax, depreciation of in- 


vestments, and proportion of profits pay- 
able to directors require £114,636; prior lien debenture service 
fund, £43,000; debenture stock service fund, £43,224; reserve 
for depreciation, £50,000; reserve account, £50,000. ‘The 6 
per cent. dividends on the preference shares (less tax) absorb 
£17,974. The total distribution on the ordinary shares is 
10 per cent. for the year, less tax, requiring £100,108, and 
£19,534 is carried forward. The reserve account, after de- 
ducting the sum of £400,414 which was capitalised as at 
January Ist, 1920, and distributed to the ordinary shareholders, 
stood at £120,000, and there has been added out of the profits 
of the year £50,000, increasing the amount to £170,000. The 
depreciation reserve account has been increased by the sum 
of £50,000 out of the profits of the year, and now stands at 
£550,000. The buildings, works, and plant at the various 
factories have been fully maintained out of revenue. Con- 
siderable additions have been made at the Alumina works 
in Scotland. and at the rolling mills at Warrington, in order 
to provide increased capacity at those works. All the works 
of the company have been fully employed during the year. 
The demand for the metal during the first half of the year 
could not be met, but a sudden falling off was experienced 
in the autumn, in common with all other non-ferrous metals, 
and these conditions still continue. In consequence, it has 
been necessary since the close of the vear to curtail seriously 
the output at the various works. It is hoped. however, that 
the general depression in the metal industry may soon be 
relieved. Meeting held yesterday, March 3lst. 


The annual meeting was held in New- 
castle on March 92nd. Mr. J. H. Arm- 
strong, who presided, formally moved the 
adoption of the report, but, in view of 
his pending retirement, left it to his suc- 
cessor, Mr. R. P. Sloan, to deal with the accounts. 

Mr. Sloan said the past year had been one of considerable 
progress, but it had been one of anxiety and difficulty. The 
miners' strike caused considerable disorganisation, but although 
their coal deliveries. were entirely suspended, their stocks 
were sufficient for them to supply all demands upon their 
svstem. It had been expected that during the latter part 
of 1990 they would have derived some revenue benefit from 
the new generating plant on the Tees and at Dunston. In 
that hope thev were disappointed. At Dunston they obtained 
no commercial use of the new plant until the beginning of 
this vear. and the plant on the Tees was onlv bronucht into 
commercial operation some four days ago. This delay had 
caused them much anxietv, but the cause for that was now 
disappearing. Owing to the time taken in carrying out power 
station extensions, the directors had been handicanped bv 
having to meet capital charges before anv financial benefit 
accrued. The interest charges under that head had been 
particularly heavy, and were estimated on account of 1920 
to have amounted to over £60,000. This had been met out 
of revenue, but the burden became greater as the business 
develoned. and the directors had been considering whether 
they should to some extent modifv that poliev. The connec- 
tions made to the system dnrinr the vear totalled 25.93 h.p.. 
and with those made in the Cleveland area, an additional 
16.846 h.p.. made a total of 49.049 h.p., which was a record. 
Their profit for the year. £399.648, was £144.449 in excess 
of 1919, and £50,949 over 1918. From the profits £30.000 had 
been transferred to reserve for plant renewals and improve- 
ments. which fund now stood at £379.941. Referrine to the 
cost of labour, he nointed out that the salaries and wages 
hill amounted to €394.195. as compared with £296.194 in 
1919 an increase of £98.071. The average remuneration ner 
emplové now represented an increase of 177 per cent. They 
were honing there might be some relief in respect of this 
cost. The North-Eastern Railway main line electrification 
acheme. to which he had formerly referred, had not materi- 
alised. but he was glad to be able to state that after some 
considerable lape of time. negotiations had heen reopened 
by the Railway Co.. and there was a reasonable hope that 


Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne Electric 
Supply Co., Ltd. 


the scheme might be proceeded with, although on a somewhat 
smaller scale than was contemplated in the first instance. 
In the event of the scheme maturing, and proving a success, 
there was every likelihood of its leading to much larger 
developments. Having referred to legislative matters, the 
speaker said with regard to the prospects of the company 
during the current year, it was extremely difficult to make 
any forecast. Opinions differed very widely as to the prob. 
able duration of the slump in trade, and as to how long costs 
would remain at their present high level. Since the com-. 
inencement of the year they had felt the effect of the great 
trade depression. Their output of electrical energy had, how. 
ever, during the first eleven weeks of the year been increased 
by 5 per cent., compared with that of 1920. That was not 
a large figure, but it was encouraging in view of present 
cireumstances, and indicated that they were benefiting to 
some extent as a result of the increased business obtained 
during the course of last year. They should during the year 
reap some considerable revenue benefit from the operation 
of the new generating plant on the Tees and at Dunston, 
and, further, they had on hand at present additional applica- 
tions for connections to the system representing over 10,000 


D: . 

The Ilon. R. H. Brand thought shareholders could con- 
gratulate themselves on the position of the company. He 
hoped and believed they were through the era of strikes, and 
that the trouble so caused to their business would be 
diminished. Apart from the benefit they might derive from 
their new plant, the situation was more obscure than ever. 
The results of the company's working was bound to reflect 
the general industrial conditions on the North-East Coast, 
and it was impossible yet to say what its course would be. He 
thought 1t mainly depended on two things: first. a reduction 
in manufacturing costs by satisfactory arrangements between 
labour and capital; and, next, political peace. As to the latter, 


: he regarded the result of the recent London Conference as 


a very serious blow to the revival of trade. In face of ail 

this uncertainty they were bound to exercise care. They 

had determined to postpone all new capital expenditure as 

far as they safely could, but they had not yet completed the 

large programine they entered into before the end of the 

war, and which had been very much delayed. The cost, of 

course, had been considerably more than had been expected. 

Their issue 15 months ago of £1.500,000 7 per cent. preference 

shares had carried them through 1920. Recently it had been 

necessary to find more money by the sale of £500,000 nominal 

of their first debenture stock, and during the course ot the 

year they should have to raise further capital, either by the 

sale of the first and second debentures still available, or in 
some other way. In view of the changing financial con- 
ditions, and the possibility of cheaper money towards the 
end of the year, they did not want to settle the actual methods 
they might adopt before it was necessary; but it was probable 
they might later in the year ask for sanction for the creation 
of more preference shares. They would prefer to have issued 
more ordinary shares, but that would not be possible until 
financial conditions improved. The company occupied a very 
special position. They were by far the largest electrical supply 
company in the kingdom, and their prosperity was absolutely 
essential to the whole industry of the North-East Coast, and 
if they were to serve that industry they must extend their 
operations with the expanding needs of the area they supplied. 
In fact, they had to anticipate the needs, incurring large 
expenditures of capital, which they had to raise from the 
public. This money they could not get unless their financial 
position was strong, which meant that they must have 
a reasonable return for their capital. They had come through 
a very difficult time and he looked forward to a much im- 
proved situation in the future. 

The report and dividends were approved. 

The chairman then referred to his retirement from the 
position of chairman of the company, and said Mr. R. P. 
Sloan. who had consented to act as his successor, would 
add the work of chairman to his present duties of manager. 
under the title of chairman and managing director. Mr. 
Sloan had acted as manager for 16 years, and had been a 
director for six years. 

The twenty-fifth annual meeting was 
British Insulated held on March 21st in Liverpool. Mr. 
and Helsbv James Tavlor (chairman) presided. He 

Cables, Ltd. said that the profit for the vear amounted 

to £340,713, an increase of £12,024 over the 
previous year. Such a result was very satisfactory, especiallv 
when taken in conjunction with the manv and unusual difficul- 
ties that had to he contended with. Two stonpages occurred at 
the principal works at Prescot—one due to the coal strike and 
the other to certain unreasonable demands bv workmen, which 
resulted in three weeks’ work being lost. The workmen 
suffered a heavy loss in wages and the company in profits, in 
addition to which there were disorganising effects and an 
accumulation of costly raw materials. In addition men in 
the wire drawing department adopted the “ca? cannv" 
policy in an effort to defeat the bonus system, which bad 
heen in operation for many wears, and to bring about the 
substitution of a flat rate wage as high as the bonus systern 
ensured. The company refused the demand. with the result 
that about 70 expert wire drawers who declined to continue 
on the old system had to leave the service. Some time war 
required to train fresh hands, but by persistent effort the 
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difficulty was overcome, and now the new men were doing 
as much per week as the old and more experienced men were 
doing. These methods resulted eventually in the company 
being unable to turn out the usual and proper quantity of 
cable per week. Apart from these stoppages the works, both 
at Prescot and Helsby, had been busy throughout the year, 
and the present state of the order book was quite satisfactory. 
Present high costs of manufacture and inability to give certain 
delivery, owing to labour unrest, were preventing the com- 
pany from taking orders, which were now being placed abroad. 
Foreign trade could only be retained by a reduction in the 
cost of production, and although a decrease in the present 
high rate of wages would have a most beneficial effect, another 
and very important element had to be considered, namely, 
increased efficiency in the mechanical means of production. 
The company therefore had carried out a reorganisation of 
the works. They had built what were practically three new 
factories, fitted with all the latest and most improved appli- 
ances, and had enlarged the power plant. They had also 
greatly improved and increased the facilities for handling 
raw material and finished products, besides making improve- 
ments in other departments, which should largely tend to 
cheapen production. The company had now been working 
under the improved conditions and additional facilities for the 
past two or three months, and while thev were feeling the 
beneficial results of the changes generally, it was noteworthy 
that thev could now turn out all the latest types of special 
high tension cables of very great lengths. It was believed that 
capital expenditure for some time would be relatively small, 
and the prices of ray material having fallen and the peak 
of the company’s financial requirements passed, it would not 
be necessary to issue any of the new capital already authorised. 


At the annual general meeting held in 
Glasgow last week. Mr. Charles Ker, 
deputy chairman, who presided in the ab- 
sence of the chairman, referred to the effect 
on the company's business of the high 
price of coal, which accounts for over 60 per cent. of the 
total cost of production. This does not affect the company 
directly so seriously as it might appear. as due to their sliding 
scale of charges, they are enabled to pass on a certain propor- 
tion of the increase to their customers, but the effect of the 
high price of coal on industry generally tends to restrict the 
output of electricity. In his opinion there can be no real 
prosperity in industry until the price of coal becomes more 
normal. He also referred to the heavy burden of taxation. 
In view of the high cost of production, the profit for the 
vear was most satisfactory. Contracts for supply show an in- 


Civde Valley 
Electrical 
Power Co. 


„crease during the vear of 11.307 h.p.. and connections to 


mains an increase of 8,954 h.p. 


The report for 1919-20 of the Robert 
Bosch A.G., of Stutteart. states that a 
considerable increase took place in the 
turnover, particularly through deliveries to other countries. 
Sales organisations were opened at Zurich and Prague: the 
eales office at Geneva suffered under the great difficulties of 
the automobile works in Switzerland: while the course of 
business at the sales office in Budapesth was verv unsatisf»^- 
torv. It had been possible to increase the number of work- 
men at Stuttgart and Feuerbach to 8,951, but at the end of 
the financial year the total had been reduced to 7,982. as 
restrictions in working had to be introduced in consequence 
of the increasing diminution in orders. Including the balance 
forward the accounts show net profits of 6,932,000 marks. as 
compared with 9,919,000 marks in 1918-19, and a dividend at 
the rate of 10 rer cent. has been declared, as in the preceding 
vear. The directors add that if the sale of the companv's 
chief manufactures in other countries should meet with 
further difficulties prenarations had been made for taking up 
the manufacture of other products. 


The Bosch Co. 


The Italian Edison Co.—The Societa Generale Italiana 
Edison di Flettricite, of Milan, reports net profits of 10.315.000 
lire for 1920, and a dividend of 36 lire on the 940.000 fully- 
naid shares and 13.13 lire on the 80.090 nartlv-naid shares. 
The share capital is being increased from 96.000.000 to 
180.000.000 lire, and 10 per cent. of the ansmentation is being 
allotted to the Compagnie Continentale Edison of Paris. 


Tyneside Flectrical Development Co.—The directors re- 
commend a dividend at 6 per cent. per annum on the preferred 
ordinary shares, less tax, carrying forward £1.383. No divi- 
dend is to be paid on the deferred ordinary shares. No 
return has heen received on the investment in the Tyne 
Electric Steel Foundries. 


Metronolltan- Vickers Electrical Co.. Ltd.—A notice 
appears in the Financier reminding preference shareholders 
that the option to convert their holdings into ordinary shares, 
at the rate of two ordinary shares of £1 for each preference 
share of £2, expires on April 14th next. 


Brace Peehles & Co., Ltd.—Shareholders who intend to 
accept the offer of two new shares for everv nine held have 
to do so by April 30th. The issue is uf 36,469 ordinary shares 
of £1 each at par. - ; 


Waste Heat & Gas Electrical Generating Stations, Ltd.— 
The report for the year ended January, 1921, shows that the 
profits, after deducting administration expenses, were £34,439, 
as against £30,626 in the previous year. £17,763 was brought 
forward. £14,000 is put to reserve. A dividend of 8 per cent. 
for the year requires £25,600, and £12,003 is to be carried 
forward. The amount standing to the credit of the reserve 
account is now £127,851. The redemption funds with respect 
to plant supplied on hire purchase terms amount to £18,505. 
Capital expenditure during the year was £25,939, mainly in 
connection with the new power station at Horden. The plant 
at this station was first operated in September last, but the 
full output has not yet been obtained due to non-delivery of 
certain parts of the plant and latterly due to reduced supplies 
of waste heat and gas. The delays in starting the new plant 
at both Horden and Weardale, together with higher costs, 
account for the reduction in profits.. The aggregate output 
from all the generating stations has been maintained com- 
pared with the previous year. A futher sum of £1,012 was 
expended during the year on experimental work. 


Hadfields, Ltd.—After paying 5 per cent., free of tax, on 
the ordinary shares for 1920, £135,728 1s to be carried forward. 
Operations were seriously affected by the inoulders' strike, 
which caused reduction in profits earned and in reduction of 
the dividend. With the object of developing the use of the 
Hadfield system of manufacture and the sale of their special 
products in the U.S.A.. the company have joined with the 
American Clay Machinery Co., of Bucyrus, in forming the 
Hadfield-Penfield Steel Co., in which Hadfields, Ltd., now 
hold a substantial intérest. No immediate cash contribution 
from this company 1s necessary. The reconstruction of the 
company’s war extensions to adapt them to post-war trade 
and the installation and equipment of the new steel foundry 
and rolling mills have involved a very large capital outlay 
to which has to be added the provision of additional working 
capital required to finance their output. An issue has been 
successfully made of one million pounds of 73 per cent. de- 
benture stock, redeemable in ten years. 


Wycombe (Borough) Electric Light & Power Co., Ltd.— 
During the year 1920 the connections increased by 338 kW to 
3,519 kW. Considerable repairs carried out and a new addi- 
tional condenser installed. The new plant imstalled in 1919 
has resulted in further generating economies. Cost of labour 
and fuel greatly increased. Including the balance from the 
contracting business there is a gross profit of £16,993, against 
£2,845 in the previous year. After paying debenture and loan 
interest, &c., and providing for income tax and adding the 
amount brought forward, £11,662 remains to be dealt with. 
A dividend of 7} per cent. is to be paid, absorbing £3,750, 
£5,000 is to be put to reserve for renewals, and 42.500 to a 
general reserve fund, leaving £412 to be carried forward. 
The Electricity Commissioners increased the maximum price 
allowed to be charged as from July Ist. 1990, to IS. per unit. 
The maximum authorised is not. being charged. 


Stewarts & Lloyds, Ltd.—According to the Financial 
Times, dividends are announced at the rate of 10 per cent. 
for the half-year on preferred ordinary shares, 2s. per share and 
bonus of 1s. per share on fully-paid deferred shares, 6d. per 
share and bonus of 3d. per share on deferred shares 10s. paid. 
and 1s. per share and bonus of 6d. per share on fully-paid 
deferred exchanged for shares in Alfred Hickman. Carried 
forward £114,356. Dividends on the preferred ordinary shares 
are less tax and on the deferred shares free of tax. 


Browett Lindley & Co., Ltd.—Net profit for 1920, after 
deducting £2,399 debenture and bank interest. writing off 
£4.902 for depreciation upon buildings, machinery and pat- 
terns. and providing for income tax. was £8,694. plus £9.484 
brought in, making £18,178. Directors propose further divi- 
dend of 6 per cent. on preference shares on account of arrears, 
of which 3 per cent. was paid September 30th, 1920, less tax; 
dividend of 8 per cent. on ordinary shares, of which 4 per 
cent. was paid on September 30th, less tax.—Financial Times. 


Stock Exchange Notices.—The undermentioned have been 
ordered to be quoted officially :— 

lobe Telegraph & Trust Co.—54.273 ordinary shares of 
£10 each, fully paid. Nos. 181.128 to 235,400. 

Hastings & District Electric Tramways Co.—£104,450 4i 
per cent. debenture stock. 

Lanarkshire Tramways Co.—373,750 shares of £1 each, fully 
paid, Nos. 1 to 373,750. 

Newmarket Electric Light Co., Ltd.—During 1920 3,241 
(33-watt) lamps were connected to the mains, making the 
total 38.933. The gross profit was £2,953, against 42.351 for 
1919. After providing for debenture interest £710, and adding 
£303 brought forward, a dividend of 3 ver cent. is declared. 
£1.500 is carried to reserve for renewal of plant, and £249 
is to be carried forward. 


American Telephone & Telegraph Co.—A Central Newa 
dispatch from New York announces that the dividend is to 
be increased to 9 per cent.. in order. nnder the new conditions 
resulting from the war, io make subscriptions to new stock 
issues attractive. 

Mirrlees Watson Co.. Ltd.—Dividend of 10 per cent. and 
bonus of 14 per cent.. both less tax. £25,990 to general reserve, 


carrying forward 414,09. 
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Vickers, Ltd.—The following final dividends for the half- 
year ended December, 1920, are announced: 94 per cent. on 
preferred 5 per cent. stock (less income tax); 24 per cent. on 
5 per cent. preference shares (less income tax); 24 per cent. 
on cumulative preference shares (free of income tax up to 
6s. in the £). According to the financial Press, the books of 
the company for the year 1920 are practically complete as 
far as ordinary transactions are concerned, but there are still 
outstanding questions with Government departments of such 
importance that the directors regret it is not possible vet to 
present final accounts for the year, or even to state definitely 
when that will be done. 


Torqnay Tramways Co., Ltd.—Dividend 8 per cent. for 
the year 1920, free of tax. To reserve and renewals account 
£8,000; to reserve for equalisation of dividends £1,000. Car- 
red forward subject to E.P.D. (1919 and 1920) and income 
tax, £10,302. 


Belgium.—The report of the Société des Tramways Elec-. 


triques de Gand. Ghent, for last year shows a profit of only 
341,687 fr., as compared with 369,016 fr. in the preceding 12 
months. 


Metropolitan: Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd.—The directors 


have decided to recommend the payment of a dividend on 
the ordinary shares of 12} per cent. for the year ended Decem- 
ber. 1920. 


Parker, Winder & Achurch, Ltd.—Total distribution on 
the ordinary shares for the year 10 per cent., less tax, carry- 
ing forward £4,207. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


TuesDAY EVENING. 

THE principal event in those Stock Exchange markets with 
which we deal is a substantial rise in Underground Electric 
Railway Income Bonds. ‘The price has been rising steadily on 
balance for some weeks past, and just before the holidays it 
gained 54 points with an advance to 714. This came about as 
the result of expectations of extraordinary holiday traffics, 
with a consequent favourable result upon the dividend. Most 
of the rise has been retained. and the Is. shares rose a trifle 
in sympathy. Other stocks in the railway market are also 
better, Metropolitans putting on 30s. at 24 and Districts 10s. 
at 14. So far as the steam stocks are concerned, the market 
is puzzled by the outlook in the coal trade. Amalgamation of 
the London and North-Western and the Lancashire and York- 
shire lines is a significant move on the part of two of the 
Heavy Home Railway companies, and prices are good in 
consequence. l | 

Holiday influences are still at work in most of the Stock 
Exchange markets. Evidently tempted bv the spring-like 
weather. the attendance at business both on the part of clients 
and their Stock Exchange agents has been noticeably affected 
by the Easter recess. 

Electricitv supply markets are indifferent to the prospect of 
a coal strike occurring. Several of the principal shares are 
better on the week. There are rises. for instance. in Charing 
Cross, County, Metropolitan, St. James's, and Westminster 
ordinaries and in Metropolitan preference. Following upon 
the improvements of the last two weeks, the advance is note- 
worthy. more particularly in view of the fact. already quoted 
here. that several of the companies are known to be on the 
point of issuing fresh capital. The Citv of London will pro- 
hablv be in the field first. A good deal of interest attaches to 
the Central Electric borrowing. A Metropolitan issue is said 
to be at hand. Some of the others mav put off their appear- 
ance until it becomes clear whether the Bank Rate is to be 
lowered. Anticipation runs high that the 7 per cent. will give 
place to 6 per cent. this week. 

Manufacturing shares are better. — Metropolitan-Vickerg 
ordinary have risen to J9s. 6d., and the preference are 5s. up 


at 14. English Electric hardened to 11s. 6d.. General Electrics 
to 2s. ad. Babcock & Wilcox are unchanged bv the coal ont- 
lank. — British Aluminium retain their strength at 178. 6d. 


There is noticeable demand for all the best class preferences. 
and the majority of these are in short supply. Edisana nre 
quiet at 10s., and Henley's at 27s. Od. The new Henley's 
are about Is. lower. f ; i 

Movements amongst foreign issues are somewhat mixed. 
Montreal Light, Heat and Power Common shares at 90 are 
Tk points down, whereas Canadian General nreferred rose to 
1054. Improvements of 2% points lifted Mississippi. Power 
Common to 17. the preferred to 100. Mexicana are still 
rather on the dull side, and in Argentines there is not much 
going on. l 

Metronolitan Electric Tramwavs 5 rer cent. debenfure stack 
eased off to 560 The market for prior-charge stocks in the 
Home Railway list, however. is better. City & Santh Tandon 
4 ner cent. dehentnre has advanced to 51. There bas heen a 
little demand for East Landon Third Debentnre. rallving the 
price to 12}. The ordinary. it mav be mentioned. stands at 3. 

Tn the cable gronn. Eastern Extensions and Western Tele- 
graphs are both à higher at 161. Globe ordinary improved to 


E 
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151 ex dividend. At the Exiles Club, where men of thx 
Eastern group foregather when home on leave, the opinion it 
that arrears of work are steadily being overtaken, and that it 
should not take long, under to-dav's conditions of working, 
for cabling to become normal as regards speed and reliability. 
The companies are scarcely recovered even yet from the effects 
of the war, but everything is being done to restore a satis- 
factory state of alluirs to customers, staff and material alike. 
The competition of wireless continues to be a topic of lively 
debate, but the same opinion is held in Eastern Telegraph 
circles as in those of the Stock Exchange that plenty of room 
exists for both systems. Marconi's have risen to £2. The 
dividend time comes in June, and it may be recalled that the 
company paid only Is. a share in December. as against 2s. in 
the previous corresponding period. Anticipation now runs 
that the dividend may be made up to ds. for the year. Radio 
Common are better at 10s.; the preferred keep round about 
lls. 6d. 

The rubber market is singularly steady, having regard to 
the fact that there is so little improvement in the price of the 
raw material. Rubber shareholders take the philosophic view 
that the price of the produce has fallen so low that it cannot 
go much worse; consequently any change is almost sure to be 
for the better. In the armament market, Vickers are holding 
their improvement, and Armstrongs keep very steady at 
18s. 3d. The recent excitement in Dunlops has given place to 
a more placid state of affairs. As stated above, there is not 
much business doing in Stock Exchange markets, but if the 
Bank Rate should go down on the Thursday in this week. 
this will prove an added stirnulus to the present strength of 
gilt-edged stocks. 


SHARE LIST OF ELEOTRIOAL COMPANIES. 


Home ELECTRICITY COMPANIES. 


Dividend Price 9 ' 
— March 2). Yieli 
1919, 1990. 1921. 


Rise or fall. p.o. 
Rrompton Ordinary . m oe 12 12 Fy — £9 19 n 
Charing Cross Ordinary .. "PEE | R 8i +È 10 6 6 
do. do. do. 4 Pret. e. & 4h - . RAGB 
Chelsea . oe eo ee m) 4 R AL — 9 10 R 
Oitv of London 56 s ee IR 14 957. — 11 4 0 
do. do, R per cent, Pret. .. 8 8 1727 — RIB 4 
County of London ea s a 8 7i +å aa 4 
do. do.8 percent, Pref, ^f^ ^ Ri — IRE 
Kensington Ordinary as oe ? 9 4} t1 10 11 10 
London Electric ey Bae oes 94 9$ 1 nd 7.10 0 
do. do. s peroent.Pref... 6 R ** — meg 
Metrovolitan . Ia s4 sä 6 7 N +} 10 15 4 
do. 44 ver cent. Pref, œ»  4à ( 8 +4 7 1*3 
At. James“ and Pall Mall oe ee 19 12 ey i — IN a a 
Ronth London oe eo ee R e on EEN i 9 3 10 
Routh Metropolitan Pref... oe 7 * 158 — R 17% 10 
Westminster Ordinary .. 10 10 ^ fi +4 916° 3 
TELEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES. 
f 1918 1019 
Anglo-Am. Tel. Pref. oe oe 5 6 — IAR 
do. el. m ee 83/6 13 IL — 017018 
Chile Telephone ee ee 8 Ro bà cus *^& @ 8 
Cuba Bub. Ord. ee ee ee 7 7 a4 — *10 1K 4 
Wastern Extension .. we eo 10 1^ Và * i "4 
Eastern Tel. Ord. .. ve ee 8 10 1604 — R 41 
Globe Tel. and T. Ord. ,. TN R 10 15i "*à *$ 7 0 
do. do. Pref, ee ee 6 R 9 — ais 4 
Great Northern Tal, ee ee 22 22 904 — 10 u A 
Indo-European os oe ee IR 10 on — 861 
Marconi 4 5 oe es 25 925 9 + od. — 
Oriental Telephone Ord. ee ee 10 12 9 — R 9 7 
United R. Plate Tel. oe æ R R 6} om *6 10 8 
West India and Panama oe 18 Nil E — pa 
Western Telegraph.» ee e 8 10 ^OMi + ' 48 
Home Raita. Í 
1919 192) ! 
Oentral London Ord. Assented .. 4 4 i — n 40 
Metropolitan os oe ee ee 1i 1à 94 449 6 & 0 
do. Diatrict : .. NU Nil 14 +$ Nil 
Undereround Electric Ordinary Nil Nil 14 = wit 
do. do. 4 „„ Nil Ni RIR — Nil 
do. do. Income .. 4 9 7h EIL 116 0 
Forgion Trams, &0. 
1918 1919 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref. .. Nil Kà si — 10 9 6 
do. do. ind Pref. ., Nil Nil mm — Nil 
do do. b 96 Deb. ee 5 5 BAA — 8 8 0 
Rragil Tractiona  . : <æ. Nil Nil * — - NÜ- 
British Columbia Elec. Riv. Pfce, K&K 0 ga — 8 18 6 
do. do. Preferred 94 B 643 — on 14 N 
do. do.  Deferred Nil 8 61a — 011 1* 6 
o. do. Deb ... 4 4 50xd — 710 8 
Mexico Trams 5 percent. Ronds.. Nil Nil R? -9 NH . 
do. 6 percent. Bonds.. Nil Nil 214 — Nil 
Mexican Light Common . Nil Nil 19 = Nil 
do. Pref. EA ee Nil Nil IR - Nü 
do. lst Bonds ee Ni Nil 59 —2 Nil 
MANUFACTURING COMPANIES. 
Babeock & Wiloox .. „ . 18 15 98 - 6 6 4 
British Alomininm Ord. se „ 10 10 17/6 — 11 8 ( 
British Insulated Ord, oe ee 194 16 11 — 10 0 0 
Callenders 9 „ 25 15 1.7 — jn 18 3 
oe Pref, ee ee ee 63 Ad 147^ — 7 a q 
Crompton Ord, ee eo eo 10 10 18:9 — 14 11 0 
Edison-8wan vi € oe 10 10 10/- — — 
do. do. 5 per cent. Deb, .. B 6 90 — 9 $9) 
Electric Construction 7... „ 10 10 15/2 — 1214 0 
English Electric ., e 7e c 8 11/6 «ed. 1818 4 
Do. Pref. ee oe 3 8 18/6 — 8 17 10 
Gen. Elec. Pref, ee ee eo 63 63 18.6 + 64. 705 
do, Ord. oe eo m 10 10 14 4 ed. '8 8 0 
Henley .. so ee eo es 95 15 14 — ais 3 
do. 48 Pref.. ee ee oe 4 4 63 — 6 18 6 
India-Rubber. . oe ee ee 10 10 4 — — 
Met.-Vickers Pref, ,. ee eo — 8 12 + i „ 810 8 
Riemene Ord... — du ee 10 10 90/6 — ` 999)5 9 
Telegraph Con, B -- . $0 $0 205 — 6 16 3 
RB 8ice e *£ Dividends paid free of Inccme Taz,! «^ : 
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By T. W.. COLE (Joint FEN Home ‘Counties Industrial Council). - 


IxpUsTRIAL organisation is to-day one of the most im- 
portant problems with which the electricity supply ín- 
dustry as a whole is faced. It is, in fact, not so 1InUG 
one problem as a series of probleius, and; moreover, 
a series involving innumerabie complex factors. "Now, 
l suggest it might be useful to pass in review soine of 
the chief elements of the situation. We shall certainly 
lose nothing by looking the facts: squarely in:the face. 

We shall see best perhaps what we have to take into 
account by starting with the facts as they: are at the 
moment. Let us take a bird's-eye view of the industry. 

The industry consists of some 600 or so electric supply 
undertakings, covering between them the whole country, 
each undertaking separate and, broadly speaking, each 
without competition in its own area. The number of 
workpeople employed according to the Joint, Industrial 
Council's figures 1s estimated at 29,000, and to this have 
to be added the technical and administrative staffs. 
Excepting a yery sinall proportion, the ‘whole. of the 
foregoing are organised in some 20 or so trade unions. 
A proportion of the employés are highly skilled and 
absolutely indispensable. The majority are trained or 
have special knowledge, aud only the residue are un- 
skilled and. readily replaceable.. : The whole (with the 
exception of the unskilled fringe, as it were) are per- 
manentlv employed. It is an industry, indeed, where 
wholesale changes in workpeople are disadvantageous 
to the smooth running of any undertaking. Now, all 
this means that from the' point of view of labour con- 
ditions the. industry is in a very special position. 
Finally, no undertaking can afford to close down, one 
might say, even for a single hour, without serious public 
inconvenience. It can easily be seen that added together 
these factors constitute the elements of, at least, a pre- 
liminary problem. Then we have also to take into 
our view the Whitley system of industrial councils as 
at present at work in the industry, which introduces 
a profoundly modifying influence. Summarising the 
foregoing, we may say that there are three chief fac- 
tors: the emplovers (covering the shareholders in the 
case of companies, and the ratepayers in the case of 
municipalities), the employés in the trade unions, and 
the Industrial Councils, and each of these factors is a 
variable. The problem for the industry as a whole is 
to effect an adjustment, and for this the utmost know- 
ledge, foresight, and skill are required. Of these the 
most important at the moment certainly is knowledge, 
since nothing could be more disastrous than action based 
on a miscalculation of the constituent forces. 

It is just these forces that ] suggest it might be useful 
to bring under review, and which briefly are as fol- 
lows :— 

First, we have the trade unions’ movement towards 
more and more effective organisation, and consequently 
increased power. This is, of course, a general move- 
ment affecting all trade unions alike in all industries. 

Secondly, there is the rearrangement inside the trade 
union movement towards industrial unions instead of 
craft unions, and this has a Speo e on the 
electric supply industry. 

Thirdly, there have to be taken into account various 
definite political movements which seek to realise them- 
selves in and through industry, covering the whole range 
from State socialism to syndicalism. 

Fourthly, there are the labour forces which impinge 
on the industry through the employers’ side by way 
of municipal undertakings which are directed by labour 
municipal councils. 

Fifthly, our consideration has to cover the directly 
ahaping “influences of legislation and Government direc- 
tion dealing with labour, which tends to have onin- 


— 


since this is already accomplished. ! 
poses we might consider that all workmen in the electric 


part in the future. 


des I 
eed! coy a+ ofa... d 


‘dustry an effect which is little. less than revolutionary 
as compared. with the -pre-war condition. 


Finally, there is the interaction between the two sides 
ot: the Whitley Councils, the whole being itself modified 


by all. the above influences. iu 


Taking the -foregoing. N iere ‘is noi much 


to sa about the fuller organisation of the trade union 


moveinent 80 far as the workmen's unions are concerned, 
For practical pur- 


supply industry are now in one or another of the trade 
unions. There is no particular point to emphasise also 


with regard to the steddy improvements which are taking 
place in. the. internal working of the separate trade 


unions which make them more coherent and an increas- 
ingly disciplined force.. But when we come to the other 
section of. employés, namely, the technical and clerical 
staff, we have a. recent development which is most sig- 
nificant, and likely to play an increasingly important 
There is now a fully-organised trade 
union covering practically. the whole of. the technical 
operating staffs of the important undertakings of the 
country. The clerical staffs are also organised in part, 
in other unions, although in a much more fragmentary 
and indefinite form; they. do not, therefore, count 
as in any way an important factor industrially.: The 


‘important fact is that the.whole of the employés con- 
‘cerned in the effective working of the undertakings 


are in unions and, moreover, in unions which would 
admittedly act in concert. (The details of these separate 
unions and their relationships are somewhat compli- 
cated, and might perhaps be dealt with later on 
separately.) It is obvious from this that a return to 
pre-war conditions of industry is impossible, unless, 
indeed, the unions disintegrated of their own accord, 
which is, not to be anticipated! | 

The second point. mentioned, namelv, the movement 
inside the trade unions towards industrial unionism 
instead of craft unionism, is a matter warranting the 
most serious study. An industrial union is one which 


is based on the inclusion of the whole of the personnel 


of à particular industry, so that all grades of workers 
engaged.in the industry are associated in a single union. 
The craft union, on the other hand, in its simplest form 
covers only those of a particular trade, its members 
being dispersed in perhaps innumerable industries. 
There is a general tendency, however, for amalyamation 
of unions, and following this a possible reorganisation 
on an ‘industrial basis. But coming more specifically 
to the case of the electric supply industry, there is one 
union, the Electrical Trades Union, which is confessedly 
ambitious to work out a programme of industrial 
unionism for the electric supply industry. The Elec- 
trical Trades Union is obviously the only union in the 


industry which could seemingly fulfil this rôle of an 


The object, in the words of one of 
is ‘‘the complete organisation of 


industrial union. 
their own writers, 


all employed in the electrical industry Within the ranks 


to charge engineers of power houses. , 


of the E.T.U." An issue of the electrical workers' 
journal, the Electron, of February, contains an article 
on '' Reorganisation, in which the writer deals with 
this proposal for complete organisation of all workmen 
emploved in. the industry, and with inducements which 
might be held out by the Electrical Trades Union so 
as to bring the whole of the workmen witlnn the E. T. U. 
It is noteworthy that he includes supervisory grades up 
If this is achieved 
the Electrical Trades Union will be, so. far as the 
electric supply industry is concerned, practically an 
industrial union. The importance of such rearrange- 


ment of the unions lies mainly in its sociological aspect 
and its relationship with those 


revolutionary pro- 
gramines: which. seek to work through industrial regor- 
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ganisation. The most recent phase of socialism, namely, 


guild socialism, can indeed be realised only through 
industrial unions, since so far as individual works are 
concerned, the programme of guild socialism is that 
each works shall be run by the workers. 
bination of all the workers in an individual industry is 
an essential in guild socialism; in fact, speaking of 
the present craft unions' state of unionism, the author 
of Guild Socialism Restated ’’ shows clearly that craft 
unions are recalcitrant factors to deal with in smooth- 
ing the way towards guild socialism, and points out 
that the present trade union ''in all the regulations 
which it lays down still always remains a body external 
to the actual conduct of industry.” 

The ambition of the Electrical Trades Union in striv- 
ing to become an industrial union has thus a special 
sociological significance. Indeed, at a Conference in 
Blackpool in May, 1919, & resolution pointedly em- 
bodied the whole matter in the following terms: ‘‘ To 
take over the control of the electrical industry in the 
interests of the workers." It is a point that should be 
noted in connection with industrial unions that the 
Electrical Power Engineers’ Association falls in line, 
as far as its own stratum is concerned, with this move- 
ment towards industrial unionism. This was not de- 
signedly so, of course, but lies in the nature of the case, 
and probably was not even thought of originally. 
But none the less, as will be seen when we consider guild 
unionism, it adds a most definite bias to the labour 
organisation of the industry. The importance of this 
tendency towards industrial unionism in the industry 
as replacing present craft unionism cannot be over- 
estimated. The exact significance politically, so to 
speak, will be seen under our next consideration of the 
various political movements seeking to realise them- 
selves in and through industry. 


(To be continued.) 


THERMAL CHARACTERISTICS OF ELECTRIC 
OVENS AND HOT-PLATES. 


DISCUSSION AT J.FEDS. 


AT a meeting of members of the NortH-MIDLAND CENTRE of 
the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS, held at Jeeds on 
February 22nd last, when Mr. C. J. Jewell, chairman, presided 
over a large attendance of members, Dr. E. Grithths’s and 
Mr. F. H. Sehofield's joint paper on the above subject, which 
was abstracted in our issue of February 18th. was read and 
discussed. 

Mr. W. B. WoonpHovsE was particularly interested in the 
remark about the weakness of air insulation, because he knew 
that it Was a very common delusion that air was quite a good 
insulator. The tests, however, showed quite detinitely the 
danger of the movement of air. He would emphasise that 
there was not much object in packing tight. If they could 
keep the air from circulating the less solid the insulating 
material used the better. One striking point that Dr. Grif- 
fiths had brought out was that when one used a radiation 
heater a black pot was a very good thing to employ, and 
there was no particular point in polishing it. | 

Mr. AursopP thought the authors should have conducted 
their tests with water or other fluid, and in connection with 
the oven tests he strongly considered that those tests were of 
no value whatever for cooking purposes. The results were 
so similar that one was led to understand that one did not 
differ very much from the other, but there would have been 
vastly different results had those ovens been loaded up with 
materials that would represent as near as possible the actual 
process of cooking. They had to provide cooking temperature 
for cooking various objects of various sizes, and he did not 
think that the experiments or the tests so taken would be 
of much use as a guide. In connection with the hot plates, 
they were told in the early days that it was necessary, and 
that it was the right thing, to have a vessel with a very thin 
bottom, but he found that by using a cooking vessel with 
a large section of wall, such as an aluminium saucepan, a 
pint of water could be boiled quicker on the same hot plate 
with the same amount of energy. He well remembered ex- 
periences with an electric oven which had appealed to every- 
one because the elements were, to all intents and purposes, 
concealed; the oven was loaded on the bottom side, and the 
elements were entirely out of sight. The oven could also 
be washed. whieh was an advantage, but the oven would 
not cook. 'The trouble was that the dispositions of the loading 


The com-: 


and the elements were wrong. Those experiences explained 
how some manufacturers threw ovens out on to the users 
und trusted to luck for their being satisfactory. That was a 
point that ought to be watched carefully. He recalled another 
oven which nad side heating. His wife, objected strongly 
to changing a loaf round six or seven times during the 
process of baking; she did not have to do that with a coal 
or gas oven, and it should not be necessary with an electric 
oven. ‘lhey did, however, get a successful oven built, i.e., 
having the elements at an angle on each side; it had been 
in use for seven years, baking bread daily. ‘he elements 
were placed well out of sight, and out of narm, and couid 
not be damaged by liquids or fats. hey did get circulation 
which could not be obtained in any form of radiant heater; 
as they were put on the market and designed at the present 
time, too much heat was thrown into the oven. There was 
only one successful radiant heat oven that would actually 
bake bread. If un oven would bake bread it would do any- 
thing that it might be called upon to do in the ordinary 
kitchen. 

Mr. HuGH GRESLEY (Doncaster) was not quite clear why 
there was much higher efficiency when dealing with a thick 
disk as compared with a thin plate. Why was the closed 
type of hot plate used at all if the open type was so much 
more efficient? In ordinary kitchens, whether in private 
houses or hotels, the care necessary to keep the kitchen 
utensils with their thin bottoms in that perfect state which 
was essential would probably be missing, the pans wouid 
get knocked about, and the efficiency would become low. 
If they had electric cooking they must have hot water, but 
heaters as a rule, he believed, were very ineflicient. With 
regard to ovens, there seemed to be great objection to the 
heaters being disposed along the side or along the bottom 
on the ground of cleanliness. He did not believe any oven 
would find much favour unless it was one that could be 
cleaned easily, and the best form of oven, if it could be made 
efficient, was one in which the heat was hidden agvay behind 
the wall so that the whole of the interior could be thoroughly 
cleaned out. 

Mr. Jepson (Sheffield) remarked that in his house everything 
was done electrically, even washing, &c. They had an emer- 
gency heater in the boiler which was absolutely successful; 
it was a copper tank, and was in the house when he took it. 
There were three kW on the top, two on the next, and 
half à kW on the lowest heat. Instead of fixing it as he was 
advised officially by his firm to do, he fixed it in the centre. 
the reason being that one wanted a comparatively small 
quantity of water sufficient for washing up, or even for one 
bath. He had had it fixed in the centre so that it boiled 
the upper half first and the bottom remained cold, but if 
when the upper half was boiled the heater was switched en 
to the lowest heat and left on, conduction (which was very 
slow) would heat up the whole of the water. That was so 
successful that by switching on the top heat of 3 kW and 
leaving it on they could get three baths of water following 
one another, as much as one wanted in the house. In 
his house he had 108 amperes total capacity of heating ap 
paratus; the maximum which he used was something lke 
60 amperes. It would be a tremendous problem to install 
mains to tackle the matter, but the potential load was there. 
and it was a useful load, and it was needed mostly 
after the works were shut down, and at week-ends. 
Strange as it might seem, people said it was extremely 
extravagant, but it was not; if one went out of the 
house one switched the current off; it was not like a 
coal fire. In Sheffield they were fortunately placed for low- 
priced energy, which was an attractive feature. He did. 
however, think that they, as electrical engineers, were to 
blame for not pushing electrical apparatus more; no doubt the 
first cost of apparatus was heavy. but it saved itself in the 
long run. His advice to the builders had been to put one 
chimney in the house, and a kitchen fireplace. In many 
places, particularly round the Sheffield area, many nuners 
got their coal for nothing, so that it would be absurd to 
supply them with electricity when coal cost them nothing. 
Dr. Griffiths's paper was an extremely useful one, but un- 
fortunately it did not go far enough, and it should be up to 
the Institution to recommend that the tests should be carried 
much further than they had been. He was rather surprised 
at some tests he had made on the ‘ bulb fire," which had 
a parabolical reflector with a small heating coil. An alu- 
minium kettle took about half an hour to boil the water, but 
when the bottom had been painted black, the water boiled 
in ‘something like 16 minutes. Another important matter to 
bear in mind was that if they used the kettle a second time 
immediately after they had emptied it. the efficiency rose to 
85 or 90 per cent. easily. That was because they were using 
the heat thev had put into the bottom of the kettle. The 
loss by radiation was very small: that was an efficient way 
of boiling water when once they had got their vessel hot. It 
had often occurred to him that they might find some much 
quicker way of boiling water by some improvement in pars- 
bolical reflectors so as to focus the heat on to a small surface. 
so that they could throw the heat right on the vessel. A soli 
body was not the right thing to use in making a test. When 
they were using water in a vessel the bottom of the vessel 
heated the water, which was immediately carried upwar 
by convection. and cool water took its place. The greater 
the gradient they could get between the vessel temperature 
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and the water the better and quicker the whole body would 
be heated up. in the case of a sould thing like a disk they 
uid not get the cooung near the heater, wey only got wie 
elect of conduction. itn regard to ovens, be had one in 
Which the heaters were placed on the side and Were circular 
in character. ‘Lhere were two circuits in each, an outer and 
an inner, and that oven worked admirably and was com- 
parauveiy easy to clean. In cooking ineat we vest arrange- 
ment was to Dave a given radiating surlace to strike on we 
meat. which ciosed iue outer pores ot the meat and kept 
tue Juices in. Aney had found tuis an easy matter with tnem 
electric oven in wulcn there was a hook on which the meat 
piaced inside was hung between two radiating plates; an 
even temperature was noc so important. He agreed that the 
results Ovtalined Dy the tests would have been lar better ai 
soinething had been placed insiue the oven to absorb the 
heat which was given on; absorption in ine oven allected 
matters serlousiy. It ougüuc to be Weir urst duty to uy to 
uevelop electric neaüung, which unquestionabiy would become 
a thing of the future. It was oniy by Installing it in their 
own. homes and showing it to their friends that they could 
uet people accustomed to it. 

Mr. 8. J. JONES (Batey) suggested that if Dr. Griffiths 
could get some ladies who were domestically inclined w go 
to his laboratory and taik things over witu hun, it Would 
go & long way towards helping iorward electric cooking. A 
gas Oven could be used in a rough and ready manner, and 
until an electric cooker could be used in the same way ne 
did not think they would meet with much success. Makers 


did not seem to snow the necessary enterprise, and the hrst 


cost of electric cooking apparatus was so high. 

Mr. INaLEBX (Leeds), who spoke as a layman, suggested that 
the N. P. L. should take up the problem ot producing a better 
heating element. 

Mr. WOOD (Bradford) described the Canadian house use of 
electricity. It was oniy a question o1 getting tue apparatus In 
that country, because once the housewile got accustomed to 


an electric oven or iron she did not go pack to the old style. 


r.ngush people when they frst went out to Canada hesitated 
to use au electric iron, put they found out in the summer 
time that they were up against it, and one could see them 
going olt to buy an electric iron. Prom one electrical ap- 
pulance they quickly passed to others until their homes became 
uuy electricaily equipped. 

Mr. LOVELL (Leeus) emphasised the fact that they had to 
consider the practical point of view ot the user, the housewife, 
and that very often seemed overlooked by the designer ol 
apparatus at present on the market. ‘lhe use of the word 

efficiency in the paper was unfortunate and open to 
inisinterpretation. 


Mr. ALLSOPP added that he felt certain that if it was left 


in ine hands of a tew salesinen to illustrate electric cooking 
to tue nousewife they wouid never get the electric cooker 
pushed forward. It must be done by the electricity supply 
undertakings; they must put their neart into the mauer, 
and spend money upon its development. In Bradford at the 
‘present time they were seriously considering the further 
uevelopment of the electric iron. A scheme had been put 
forward to send out anything up to 1,000 irons on sale or 
return. Such a scheme bad been developed in the States 
very successfully, and he thought that their Canadian friends 
owed a good deal of their development to working on the 
lines of sending the goods out on trial, and having taith that 
they would sell. 

dn replying to the discussion, Dr. GRIFFITHS said he and 
his colleagues had found it extremely difficult to nnd anyone 
who had had actual experience of the matter. ‘Lhe word 
' efficiency," he agreed, was not a fair term to put into the 
paper, and it would be ‘altered. He was very doubtful about 
using parabolic reflectors; it was surprising how dithcult it 
was to concentrate heat on any object, a problem that needed 
solving. If he were using an enclosed plate be would go 
in for a thick bottom; they stood a better chance of retaining 
heat by this means than with a thin one. 


Discussion AT BIRMINGHAM. 


ON February 23rd the paper was discussed by the mem- 
bers of the SouTH-MIDLAND CENTRE of the INSTITUTION or 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 

Prof. W. CRAMP, in opening the discussion, said that re- 
search of a scientific character upon electrical heating appara- 
tus had for a long time been urgently needed. "There were 
indeed few electrical matters about which so much nonsense 
had been talked as heating apparatus and its efliciency.. The 
present paper atteinpted to deal with two aspects of the 
problem : One was the formulation of standard tests whereby 
apparatus could be compared and judged; the other was the 
eticiency of the apparatus. It was to be regretted that the 
word ''efficiency ” 
the ratio of the heat absorbed by the proposed test block to 
the heat equivalent of the energy supplied to the plate, for 
that debited the plate with the heat energy emitted by the 
block. The results obtained had an interesting bearing upon 
similar apparatus heated by gas, for it would seem that gas 
vings constructed upon the radiant energy principle would 


vessels with specially prepared contact surfaces. 


the work of the Railway 


had been used in the paper to express 


be more efficient for boiling purposes than those of ordinary 
type. 
Mr. N. B. ROSHER welcomed the paper because he thought 
that if the use ot electric cookers and heating apparatus was 
to become universal in the home there was much need for 
further research and practical expernnent. One of the chief 
reasons, 1n his opinion, for the extensive use of gas cookers 
was the high cost of the electric cooker, which could be 
taken as about double the cost of a gas cooker of equal 
capacity. Another reason was that supply authorities nad 
not foliowed the example of the gas autnorities 1n. providing 
cookers on the hire or hire-purchase system. 

Mr. H. JoskPH criticised the paper on the ground that the 
authors had departed radically from working conditions in 
their tests. He would like the authors to make it clearer why 
they had departed from the homely method of heating lagged 
With regard 
to oven experiments, the absence of working conditions ap- 
peared to leave room for further experiments. The thermo- 
meter was not an essential accessory; practice soon produced 
the requisite ability to judge the heat. 

Mr. S. H. HoLDEN mentioned that with some systems of 
domestic supply it was usual to fit a limit switch; that pro- 
duced an objectionable intermittency of supply if the pre- 
arranged current was exceeded. Would that device be suit- 
able as & safeguard for the supply authorities in the case of 
cooking apparatus, and what would be the effect of inter- 
mittency of current on the performance of a cooker? . 


é 


THE NEW RAILWAY GOODS CLASSIFICATION, 


THE position with regard to the classification of goods carried 
on railways and the rates to be charged for them is beginning 
gradually to clear itself, as a result of the inquiry by the 
Rates Advisory Committee of the Ministry of Transport, 
although it will necessarily be a little while yet before a final 
conclusion is reached. It is a very intricate matter, and a 
solution can only be arrived at after the most careful con- 
sideration in which all parties concerned must endeavour with 
the greatest goodwill, to seek a just condition of affairs, both 
as regards classification and rates. It is not merely a question 
of carrying a certain weight of goods between two specified 
points. Many other considerations come into play, even to the 
extent of the effect of foreign competition. Any attempt to 
summarise the developments towards a more modern classifi- 
cation must be prefaced with the reminder that the existing 
railway goods classification was drawn up in 1888, and con- 
sists of classes A, B, and C, and numbers 1 to 5, but it must 
be recognised that much has happened since then which must 
of necessity modify the fundamental principles upon which 
the old classification was based. It was because of the pre- 
varication. to which the 1888 classification lent itself that 
traders welcomed the decision of the Ministry of Transport 
to hold a public inquiry prior to settling a new classification, 
not only because of the new circunistances after the war, 
but in the light of past irritating experience under the con- 
ditions as they existed before the war. Ample evidence of 
the latter is to be found in the number of complaints made 
annually to the Board of Trade and the proceedings before 
the Railway and Canal Commissioners concerning oppressive 
rates and treatment on the part of the railway companies. 
Treating all that as past history, however, we can come to 
the prolonged inquiry by the Rates Advisory Committee of 
the Ministry of Transport, the result of which, in a way, 
may be regarded by some people as disappointing, inasmuch 
as this cominittee did not itself attempt to devise a new classi- 
fication on the strength of the views placed before it by the 
railway companies and traders. but merely laid down certain 
principles upon which it suggested the position in future 
should be governed; and at the same time it recommended 
the appointment of a new tribunal—to work simultaneously 


with the Railway and Canal Commissioners— whose function 


should be to fix the new classification of goods and fix rates, 
tolls, and charges, afterwards remaining in charge of this, 
aspect of the situation, with power to vary and alter and 
generally to act as intermediury between the railway com- 
panies and traders. How far this new tribunal! would overlap 
and Canal Commissioners has 
vet definitely to be decided, but the intention appears to be 
that the new tribunal shall undertake the duty of fixing 
rates, tolls, and charges, and certain of the functions ot the 
Railway and Canal Commissioners, leaving the latter to per- 
form such duties as are not transferred to the new body. 
Questions of undue preference, for instance, and other ques- 
tions of a legal character are presumably to be continued 
to be dealt with by the Railway and Canal Commissioners, 
although, speaking offhand, one would be inclined to suggest 
that it would have been better to have strengthened the Rail- 


l way and Canal Commissioners and given them the additional 


duties suggested for a new tribunal, which, by the way, is 
to consist of three permanent paid members giving their whole 
time to the work, one being a person experienced in railway 


work, the second a person experienced in commercial affairs, 
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‘and the third, the chairman, a lawyer having no connection 
with railway or trading concerns, and not holding judiciul 
otfice- In addition, there are to be two panels, one to be 
called the 'iraders' Panel, nominated by the Minister of 
Transport after taking the advice of the various traders’ 
associations, and the other to be called the Railway Panel, to 
be nominated by the Minister of Transport after taking the 
advice of the Railway Companies’ Association. This new 
tribunal, however, has not yet been constituted, but with 
a view to avoiding delay, the Rates Advisory Committee of 
the Ministry of Transport called upon the railway companies, 
during the public inquiry, to prepare a new classification to 
be used as a basis of discussion with the traders in arriving 
at the object. desired by all, viz., greater simplification and 
clarity of definition. ü i 


The above may be regarded as a brief summary of the. 


position at the close of the public inquiry, at which the 
Federation of British Industries necessarily took a prominent 
part as representing the engineering industry as a whole. 

The railway companies duly submitted a new schedule. 
This, however, was not published until December 31st, 1920, 
and traders were given until January 31st, 1921, in which to 
lodge their objections and views upon it. Without in any 
way Judging the success or otherwise of the railway com- 
panies in their endeavour to arrive at a greater simplification, 
it can be said that when the traders saw the really large 
volume which the new schedule filled, they were justified in 
complaining at being given only a month in which to examine 
it. Consequently, as the result of a universal protest by the 
traders’ associations, the date of lodging objections was ex- 
tended until February 28th, and the Federation of British 
Industries, which now has its own transport department, has 
placed & statement of the position before its affiliated bodies, 
and asked for recommendations to reach the Federation by 
February 14th. The general principles of the railway com- 
panies' proposals were considered at à publie hearing before 
the Rates Advisory Committee on January loth and 19th, 
and in. order to avoid the putting forward of conflicting 
opinions within each industry, an endeavour is being made 
to form a co-ordinating committee composed of important 
representatives of the various large traders’ organisations 
which are at present dealing with the matter. Meanwhile. 
the railway companies have agreed. to publish the proposed 
classification in such a form as to show together the articles 
comprised in each class, and when this document is available 
the Traders’ Committee of the Federation's transport depart- 
ment will be able to appreciate, and criticise if need be, 
far more expeditiously what is put forward. 

From what has been said, it will be realised how impos- 
sible--or at any rate Imperfect— would any attempt be to 
state in a comparatively few words what is the real position, 
as it now exists qua the details of the new classification. 
Nevertheless, the general result may be indicated, although 
there is little doubt that, as finally decided upon in the light 
of the traders’ criticisms, there will be important changes in 
details. In reviewing this matter, emphasis should be laid 
upon the point that whereas in previous inquiries affecting 
the relations of the railway companies and traders, a consider- 
able amount of antagonism has been shown between the 
parties, great goodwill is being shown, and both sides are 
doing their best to help the Hates Advisory Committee to 
come to correct conclusions. The railway companies have 
voluntarily inade very substantial concessions to the traders, 
and their willingness to accept reasonable proposals of change 
deserves notice. The new classification shows an endeavour 
on the part of the railway companies to bring the same types 
of goods as far as possible into one class, with certain neces- 
sary subdivisions, and so successful have they been in this 
with regard to one class of engineering machinery— which. does 
not happen to be electrical, however—that the particular 
trade association does not propose to exercise the right that 
it has of lodging formal objections, its views having been 
met to a considerable extent. ‘The advantage of bringing 
goods into as small a compass as possible, as regards classifica- 
tion, must necessarily have the eflect of producing considerable 
economies on the part of traders as regards clerical work, and 
eliminating. the interminable arguments with the railway 
companies which have been so prominent in the past. So 
keenly is this recognised that it is felt the balance of advan- 
. tage would be with the trader, even if the result of such 
a reclassification had the effect, as it will in some cases, of 
increasing the aggregate amount to be paid. There should 
be an end, for ull time, to the absurd position that some 
machinery, by taking pieces off here and there, for example, 
can be sent under a totally different classification and a 
different rate. ‘That is the object in view on the part of the 
traders, and we believe the railway companies fully appreciate 
that, the traders on their part recognising the difficulties in- 
volved. Instead of the Classes A, B, and C, and 1 to 5. it 
is now proposed to have 21 classes numbered 1 to 21, of which 
classes 2, 6, 10, 13, 16, 18, 19, and 2) are intended to cover 
articles hitherto carried at the class rates for old classes A, B, 
and C, and 1 to 5, and the other classes are intended to cover 


as far as possible, articles hitherto carried at exceptional rates’ 


below the appropriate class rates. There will probably be 
considerable discussion as to the minimum loads, because as 
the minimum loads have been raised from 4 tons to 6 tons 
to get the advantage of the lowest rate, it 1s clear that many 
traders will suffer considerably on this account, quite apart 


from the raising uf the rates themselves, on the new principles 


laid down in the report of the Kates Advisory Committee. 
It behoves the various traders and their associations, theretore, 


to study the mew proposals, trst by comparison of the postion 
under the exrsüung classification and under the proposed elassi- 


‘ficution, and secondly, the relative-position ot- individual goods 


or sumiar products under the new classihcation. 'Lhis, now- 
ever, cannot be done ettrciently until the ranway companies 
publish the promised new volume setting out, side by side, 
the relative positions. For the moment, therefore, even traders 
themselves are not in the best position for giving belpiul 
suggestions to their particular trade associations. 1 he ques- 
tions of owner's risk and exceptional rates will require most 
careful attention. In the opinion of some people, aH goods 
in general shouid be conveyed at owner's risk, at the option 
and discretion of the owner to send them at the company s 
risk tor an extra charge proportionate to the value: oi the 
goods, and the new classilication, we believe, 1s on this basis. 
he question ot exceptionul rates, under the greater. sub- 
division e£ the new ciassitication, presents certain ditiiculties, 
but there seems every prospect of such difficulties being met 
and many of our past troubles being swept away under the 
soothing. influence of the new tribunal. ae ee 
Incidentally, it may be mentioned that. in the. Board of 


Trade Journal there has been published a list ot increases in 


goods rates on the railway systems of the world since the. war. 
We are not at all sure that any comparison of this kind is 
particularly useful, having regard to the varying conditions. 
Special interest does attach, however, for instance, to the 
general rebate in France of 10 per cent. on goods for export, 
and this method of assisting the foreign trade of Great Britain 
is one which might well receive syinpathetic consideration, 
and so remove the anomaly of its costing more to send goods 
from the Midlands to the coast than it costs foreigners to send 


similar goods many times the distance over both land, and sea. 
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- OUR FUTURE TRADE WITH SPAIN. 

(Concluded from page 375). 5 P M 
The lines in which preference for British 
goods.is most pronounced include heavy 
machinery, steam generators, cranes, and 
| | pumps. There is much leeway to regan, 
as is patent from the results of the recent tenders far rolling 
stock for the Spanish railways. A further reduction in freight 
rates from the United Kingdom to Barcelona is essential. 
In short, the outlook for, British trade in Spain is un— 
doubtedly bright, but a great deal depends upon the adapta- 
bility of the British wanufacturer to the market, and, as 


stated before, a study of the methods of business which meet 
with success there. 


Methods of 
Business. 


British Goods 
in Favour. 


. It is exceedingly difficult for the average 
Anglo-Saxon to understand the Spaniard, 
and this is probably not fully realised. by 

the British. manufacturer. Only too often 
one hears of or meets with commercial travellers who are 
entirely ignorant of the language—in Spain, unlike South 
America, @ good knowledge of the language is essential—and 
make no apparent effort really to understand the Spanish 
character. Consequently, although Spanish firms certainly 
have a marked preference for British goods and for trading 
with the British, on account of their reputation for straight 
dealing, orders go elsewhere. | 

Another point to remember is that although the Spanish mer- 
chant is a good payer, he likes credit, and will go where he can 
get it. As a general rule business should be done at 90 days 
from date of shipment. Spanish merchants prefer that bills 
should be drawn on them, and in dealing with respectable 
firms there is no difficulty in getting these bills discounted 
locally if it is desired. With the establishment of British 
banks and organisations such as the Federation of British 
Industries and the Commercial Secretary's Department, to 
say nothing of improved Consular representation, there should 
be no difficulty in taking up references in any doubtful cases, 
where credit is asked for. 

The personal element is all important, and it should not be 
forgotten that certain forms of courtesy which are unusual 
in our country are traditional in Spain. Every Spaniard 
considers himself a gentleman—the differences between bim- 
self and others being merely accidental—and he expects to be 
treated as such. | 

To obtain the best results it is necessary to go to Spain and 
study the conditions and needs of the market, and it shoul 
be borne in mind that much business can be done outside the 
capital and other large provincial towns. Personal propaganda 
is, as has already been said, the best method of all, but much 
can be done with catalogues, circular letters, and advertise- 
ments, provided that: (1) They are written in correct Spanish 
—South American Spanish will not do for Spain; (2) the 
metric system is employed; (3) quotations are made e. if. 
Spanish port. How many British firms are prepared to do 
this? The Germans are doing all this and more, and there 
is no doubt that they will spare no effort to regain their 
hold on the Spanish market, aided, as they are, by a favour 
able rate of exchange. German travellers with ample supplies 
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of catalogues are to be found in villages where the British 
are never seen, and in districts where a command of the 
language is essential, they pay that minute attention to detail 
Mi goes so far to gain the sympathy of the Spanish mer- 
chant 

A last point, which is certainly important, is that of packing, 
which, in a country with rather irritating Customs restric- 
tions, should not be overlooked. 

All the principal towns in Spain are 

Use of served with tramways, the large majority 

Electric Power. being electric. The business is still largely 

in the hands of the Belgians, although 

evidence is not wantmg that the Spaniard is anxious to obtain 

control, as is shown by the recent absorption of the Madrid 
tramways by a Spanish company. 

The importance of hydro-electric development in Spain is 
fully realised by Spanish engineers, and the hydro-electric 
power generated shows an increase from 281,000 h.p. in 1914 
to 618,000 h.p. in 1920. According to fairly reliable sources, 
there are stated to be about 2,000,000 kW (1 kW = 1.34 h.p.) 
available, only taking into consideration waterfalls of more 
than 2,000 kW. ‘This power is spread pretty well all over the 
country. 

In view of the fuel problem, it is of paramount importance 
to Spain to avail herself to the full of all the electric energy 
that the country is capable of producing, but there are many 
difficulties to be faced in connection with it. Although this 
power is distributed practically all over the country, climatic 
conditions vary enormously, and, as a natural sequence, the 
flow of water in the rivers varies. Some rivers are dry in 
summer and fullest in the winter months, others, on the slopes 
of the Pyreneés, are dry in winter and fullest in the summer 
months, when the snows have melted. ‘This irregular water 
supply makes some form of reservoir essential, and this has 
consequently been adopted by the majority of the companies 
which have put up large plants in that country. There are 
said to be 268 plants in the country, of which the following 
are the most important: h.p 


S. A. Riegos y Fuerza del Ebro 130,000 
Hidroeléctrica Española  ... eso e 64,000 
Energia Eléctrica de Cataluña ... ... .. 60,000 
S.A. Catalana de Gaz y Electricidad 41,000 
Sociedad Productors de Fuerzas Motrices 20,000 


Hidroeléctrica Ibérica E 16,000 


The enterprise of the Ebro Co. has Sort aly beet of enormous 
benefit to Cataluña. Its power plants are on a scale previously 
unheard of in Spain. The transmission lines are upwards of 

100 miles long, transmitting at 110.000 volts. On this plant 
" hundreds of factories in the busy industrial centres of Barce- 

lona, Tarrasa, and Sabadell, to quote only a few, depend, and 

it can certainly be stated that the difticulties of the coal 
situation, both during and after the war, have been very 
largely ameliorated by this one firm. 
„ [he importance of electric power in 
State Spain has evidently not been overlooked 
Commission by the State, as in 1918 a permanent. Com- 
of Inquiry. mission was appointed by Royal Order to 
consider the following points: (1) The pos- 
sibility of the construction by the State of a national system 
tor the distribution of electrical energy; (2) the maximum 
extension possible of such a system; (3) the approximate cost 
of such a system, calculated on a basis of. normal prices or 
with copper at about £50 a ton; (4) the possibility of the 

State supplying the capital required or of guaranteeing its 
interest, taking tolls of the energy transmitted, or any other 
nieans of financing the system ; (5) the possibility of a uniform 
system, and the means to secure it. The Commission pub- 
lished its findings in 1919, and it was estimated that the cost 
of the scheme would be about 130 million pesetas, but, beyond 
drawing up the main headings for presenting a Bill to the 
Cortes, the matter has not been proceeded with. 

It is hoped that a final agreement will shortly be arrived 
at between the Spanish and Portuguese Governments for the 
utilisation of the falls of the Douro, from which power will be 
transmitted to Madrid and Bilbao for the electrification of the 
main line railways of western and northern Spain. 

The hydro-electric enterprise is specially protected by the 
law of 1917 for the protection of Spanish industries, and it is 
scarcely an exaggeration to state that the future development 
of Spain is very closely linked with the progress made in the 
development of this great natural resource. 


Lecture on Electric Vehicles —An interestine lecture 
on electric vehicles was delivered on March 10th at the 
Salnsbury Road sub-station by Mr. A. W. Blake, the electrical 
engineer to the Willesden Borough Council. The meeting was 
primarily intended for the garage attendants and drivers of 
the electricity department's fleet of electric vehicles. but was 
also attended bv the other members of the staff. An invitation 

was also extended to the vehicle staffs of the Hammersmith 
and Hampstead undertakings. which was readily taken ad- 

vantaseof. The lecture was illustrated bv lantern slides. and 
siraplified diarrams: of connections, and was followed by 
ex perimental demonstrations of first princivles and of 
circuits.“ open circuits.“ “earths,” 


110 : and simple series and 
arallel connections. i | 
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THE LONG-DISTANCE TELEPHONE SYSTEM 
OF“ THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


By Sin WILLIAM NOBLE, M.LE.E. 


(Abstract of paper read before the INSTITUTION OF Euecraion, 
ENGINEERS.) | 


Tuis paper describes the development of the trunk teleplione 
system since 1905, and deals mainly with the improvements in 
line plant design, especially in underground cable, which have 
been made during the past 10 years. 

The expansion of the trunk-line system since 1905 led to con- 
gestion of the pole lines, and the difficulty of finding new routes 
increased. A scheme of direct cross-country routes of steel 
tower construction capable of carrying very large numbers of 
conductors was prepared, but at that juncture improvements 
in underground long-distance telephone cable led to & solution 
of the difficulty. Details are given of the valuable early work 
of P.O. engineers in devising methods and apparatus for 
balancing underground cable circuits so as to render them free 
from mutual interference and cross talk. This early work led 
up to the modern precision method of cable balancing which 
was first applied to a 52-mile cable laid between J eeds and 
Hull in 1918, which involved the making of over 90,000 capacity 
tests under field conditions, and every individual mile of the 
cable throughout the whole route was balanced to a very high 
degree of accuracy. The cable without any modification or 
adjustment was found suitable for working simultaneously. 
without cross-talk or disturbances of any kind, loaded physical 
telephone circuits. loaded superposed or phantom circuits, and 
high-speed Wheatstone automatic telegraph circuits. 

The programme of construction for 1914 included the pro- 
vision of a main cable-duct route from London to Liverpool 
via Birmingham, and the. first cable on this route was com- 
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pleted as far as Birmingham in June, 1915, and extended to 
Liverpool in 1916, being designed to give 30 circuits between 
London and Liverpool, and 42 between J.ondon and Birming- 
ham and Birmingham and Liverpool. The results obtained 
from this cable removed all doubts as to the future success. 
of the underground trunk cable in relieving the congestion on 
the aerial lines, but the quality of service afforded by this cable 
in comparison with that previously given by aerial lines led 
to a rapid increase in traffic between the centres connected by 
the cable. Whereas a loss of 10 to 15 per cent. of working 
time was a common experience on long aerial lines, the. loss 
on these cable circuits was nil. 

More than once during the war the Tondon-Liverpool cable 
saved the telephone trunk svstem from serious breakdown. 
This was notably the experience. after the extraordinary 
blizzard which caused so much havoc in March, 1916. The 
storm swept across the couutry in a direction north-east to 
south-west, and reached a force of 75 miles an hour over a 
belt of nearly 100 miles in width between the Wash and the 
Bristol Channel. and was accompanied by a beavv fall of 
snow. Witbin little more than two hours practicallv every 
pole line inside that belt had been destroyed, and roads, rail- 
ways and canals were blocked with the poles and wires thrown 
across them. Jt was an unparalleled disaster in the record 
of the telegraphic and teleohonic services of this country. 

Owing to the success of this nremier cable, within two 
vears of its completion every available circuit had been allo- 
cated, and the question of nroviding a second cable arose. It 
was evident that it wonld be necessary to increase consider- 
ablv the capacitv of nnderaround duct routes in order to cope 
with the expansion of traffic which would follow on the exten- 
sion of the underground system. At this juncture. however, 
the introduction of the three-electrode thermionic tube com- 
pletely changed the aspect of the telephone repeater problem. 

The “ soft valve has now heen superseded by the “ hard ” 
valve for all tele phone repeater work but the thermionic valve 
with its associated input and output transformers has enlv a 
unilateral action as an amplifier. For use in the ordinary 
fwo-wire telephone circuit it must be dunlexed in order to 
transmit. and amolifv speech eurvrents in both directions 
through the circuit: this is effected op the principle of the 
duplex telecranh relar. by the nse of differential winding on 
the line side of the output transformer (fig. 1). - 


. 4 - - x & 
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Since the introduction of the thermionic valve amplifier the 
unbalance difficulty has become one of the chief difficulties in 
modern balanced repeaters. In practice, the use of the simple 
differential repeater circuit shown in fig. 1 is limited to those 
cases where the repeater can be inserted at the electrical 
centre of a homogeneous and stable line circuit. This con- 
dition is obtainable generally only in well-constructed cables. 
In this country it is seldom -obtainable on aerial lines owing 
to the variations caused by our ‘climatic conditions. Under 


Fic, 8. 


Fic. 3.—BRIDGE AND OSCILLATOR FOR IMPEDANCE MEASUREMENTS. 
Fiu. 4.—IMPEDANCE/FREQUENCY CURVES FOR 70-LB. CABLE 
CIRCUIT. 


the best conditions of a cable circuit the simple differential 
repeater may be operated to give a transmission improvement 
equivalent to the suppression of 16 miles of standard cable in 
a circuit having an equated length of 30 miles of standard 
cable. It bas been found generally impracticable to use the 
simple differential repeater for tandem working. 

This limitation led to the development of the double differ- 
ential repeater shown in skeleton form in fig. 9. In this 
arrangement the line circuit is divided at the repeater station ; 
each side is terminated in a duplex repeater and balanced by 
an artificial line designed to represent as nearly as possible the 
electrical characteristics of the actual line over the range of 
speech frequency. In practice, the balance can be made 
sufficiently accurate by the use of simple apparatus to permit 
the operation of as many as four repeater stations in tandem, 
each giving a transmission improvement equivalent to the sup- 
pression of 16 miles of standard cable. The minimum residual 
transmission equivalent of a repeatered circuit using repeaters 


of this type singly or in tandem is found in practice to be 


ubout 12 miles of standard cable. 
It is necessary to measure the impedance of each line, if 
maximum efficiency is to be obtained from a repeater, to 


enable the balance to be calculated. The impedance character-: 


istics of line circuits are obtained froni a.c. bridge measure- 
ments made at frequencies ranging from 350 to 2,000 cycles per 
second. A thermionic valve arranged as an oscillation 
generator is used as a source of power for the bridge (fig. 3), 
and fig. 4 shows the results of measurements on a loop of 
70-lb. conductors loaded with 135 mH coils at intervals of 2.6 
miles. The mean curves for both the resistance and reactance 
components rise with frequency. This is due to the loading 
coil nearest to the.office from which the measurements were 
inade being too near to that office, and also to the effective 
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Fius. 5 & 6.— SHUNT AND ARTIFICIAL CABLE BALANCE, REPEATER 
ON 70-LB. LOADED CABLE. 


Fig. 7.— MODIFIED MEAN CURVES. 


resistance of the loading increasing appreciably with frequency. 
The irregularities in the curves are due to various causes, such 
as unequal spacing of loading coils and variations between the 
inductances of the coils along the circuit. This cable was not 
designed for repeater working, and in more recent cables 
special care has been taken to keep the inductance of the load- 
ing coils within narrower limits and to maintain accurate 
spacing. An improved type of loading coil has been introduced 
by the Western Electric Co.. which it is expected will be much. 
less liable to vary. in inductance with time, and the effective 
resistance of which varies much less with frequency. 

One method of treating the cable of which the impedance 
curves have been illustrated is shown in fig. 5. A condenser in 
series with a resistance is placed as a shunt across the line, 
and this produces mean curves. fig. 7, which are practically 
horizontal. As the cable in this case is electrically short, an 


artificial cable is used to extend it, fig. 6, and the balance used 
is shown in the same figure. The necessity for extending the 
cable is due to the variations in impedance which result when 
a short line, that is, a line less than about 15 standard miles 
in length, is connected to lines or apparatus of differing im- 
pedances at the distant end. Such variations upset the balance 
of the repeater. If the line is suthciently long, however, such 
connections do not sufficiently affect the balance to interfere 
with the working of the repeater. 

The difficulties in operating circuits using differential re- 
peaters in tandem have induced investigations of other systems 
for obtaining two-way facilities. The first is an adaptation of 
the principle of the simplex telegraph repeater arranged for up 
and down working. The line is divided at the repeater station, 
and the up and down sides respectively are led through the 
tongues and spacing contacts of an electromagnetic switch to 
the input circuit of an amplifier. The output circuit of each 
amplifier is cross-connected to the marking contacts of the 
opposite electromagnetic switch. The electromagnetic switches 
correspond to the automatic switches of the telegraph repeater, 
and are similarly controlled by the amplified outgoing currents, 
fip. 8. This principle has also been applied to wireless 
telephony. : 

The second system uses separate line circuits for transmitting 
in the up and down directions respectively. It is generally 
known as the four-wire system, fig. 9. The speech currents 
circulate in only one direction around the circuit and are 
relayed by the one-way amplifiers in each side. 

In practice the terminal balances can be made sufficiently 
accurate to enable the repeaters to be operated so as to give a 
transmission improvement equal to the suppression of an 
attenuation length not less than that of the total line circuit. 
With modern balanced cables the repeaters may be spaced up 
to 30 standard miles apart; consequently very small conductors 
may be used. For long-distance cable circuits, beyond the 
economical range of the two-wire circuit with differential re- 
peaters, the four-wire circuit offers important advantages and 
will be widely used. 

Reference has been made to the London-Liverpool trunk 
cable and to the circumstances which led to its provision. 
Studies of traffic requirements between London and the Man- 


St 


Fic. 8. 


Fic. 8.— REPEATER WITH SWITCHING RELAYS. 
Itc. 9.—FouR-winE REPEATER SYSTEM. 


Fico. 9. 


chester and Leeds areas indicated the desirability of the same 
provision in these cases, and, but for the incidence of the war, 
u cable of similar capacity and efficiency to the London-Liver- 
pool cable would have been commenced in 1914. Revision of 
the scheme in 1918 with later knowledge proceeded as follows: 
The trunk circuits were required to give a transmission 
efticiency of 12 miles of standard cable between test-boards. 
This efficiency could be obtained with cable conductors weigh- 
ing 200 lb. per mile of wire, loaded with 100 mH per mile, and 
a cable of maximum diameter would provide 42 circuits includ- 
ing phantoms. Such provision would barely suffice for two 
years' development, and a second cable would have to be com- 
inenced immediately on completion of the first. "The develop- 
ment at the end of eight years would require several such 
cables, for which duct space should be provided at the outset. 
Now assuming the installation of a midway repeater giving 
a transmission improvement of 14 miles of standard cable, 
then for an equivalent of 12 standard miles between terminal 
test-boards a cable containing 100-Ib. conductors would be suit- 
able. A cable of maximum diameter would provide 90 cir- 
cuits including phantoms. The annual costs per circuit 1n- 
cluding repeaters would be upproximately one-half that of the 
previous scheme, and the provision of a second cable would be 
postponed for about three years. ave 
Further, assuming the installation of two intermediate re- 
peaters each giving a transmission improvement of 14 standard 
miles; then the required efficiency between terminal test- 
boards could be obtained with cable conductors weighing 40 lb. 
per mile of wire, and the cable would provide 240 circuits 
including phantoms. ‘The total annual charges per circuit 
would be approximately one-third those of the first scheme. 
It was decided to proceed with the London-Manchester 
development on these lines, and at the time of writing this 
paper the duct route between the terminal stations has been 
completed and the cable is well on the way. Duct space has 
been provided to take care of developments for the next 2 


. years. The duct route forks at Derby, one route going north 


to Leeds and the other north-west to Manchester (fig. 10). 
The repeater stations will be located at Northampton and 
Derby, bnt a temporary repeater installation is being provided 
at Leicester, with sufficient equipment to operate the number 
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x of circuits required for two years ahead. The circuits will be 


worked temporarily at & lower efficiency than that designed 


: for the full scheme, but they will be equal to most of the 
2 existing aerial lines and will relieve the present congestion on 


the routes between London and Lancashire and Yorkshire. 
In addition to this, the risks of interruption of service by 


` 
4 storms will be minimised. 
F. 


At the present time the construction of similar main cable 
routes from London to Southampton and Portsmouth and 
from London to Bristol and the west has been commenced. 


i 
2 In due course the northern cable route will be extended 
1 


beyond Leeds through Newcastle and Edinburgh to Glasgow, 
so that in the course of a few years all main telephone com- 
munications between the important commercial centres of this 
country will be underground, giving a quality and stability of 
= which will be equal to, if not better than, any in the 
world . 

With regard to submarine cable development, in 1911 
Messrs. Siemens Bros. & Co. introduced & form of balata 


„ dielectric as a substitute for gutta-percha in loaded submarine 


cables, on account of the greatly reduced leakance of the 
former as compared with the latter. The effect of this im- 
provement was to reduce materially the attenuation constant 


-~ and increase the range of speech in loaded cables. 


In 1914 the Post Office engineers obtained four circuits from 


~ a loaded four-wire submarine cable, with the circuits isolated 


2 r — GREAT BRITAIN 
MAIN UNDERGROUND 
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Repeater STATIONS @ 


FIG. 10.—Main UNDERGROUND TELEPHONE CABLES. 


frum the land lines at the ends of the cable by transformers, 


. \iz., the usual two side circuits and one loop phantom circuit, 


« 


. the fourth circuit being obtained by using the four wires of the 


cable in parallel with earth. Experiment shows that the 
lourth circuit can be made successful in a continuously-loaded 
cable, but it has not yet been successful in a coil-loaded cable. 

In certain circumstances where a four-wire loaded cable 
could not be.satisfactorily laid owing to the weight of the 
cable, it might be desirable to lay single-wire loaded cables. 
and an investigation of the electrical constants which might be 


expected in such a cable has been made by the Post Office. 


Shows that, when tested at a frequency of 800 period 
. second. the resistance is approximate] 


It is found that the effective resistance of the conductor in 
such a cable would be materially greater than that of half the 
resistance of a loop circuit of the same gauge, and experiment 
8 per 
2.5 ohms more than 
that of the resistance of the same single wire when measured 
bv d.c. The increase of resistance was found to be the same 
for conductors weighing 500 lb. per nautical mile per wire 
and 100 lb. per nautical mile per wire. The increased resist- 
ance in the two cases is due to the effect of the cable sheath 
and the return path consisting of sea water, and these are 
rimilar in the two cases, E 

To carry a large. number of circuits across a wide river or 
estuary four-wire cables are unsuitable. To meet this require- 
ment a continuously-loaded cable has recently been designed 
and is now being manufactured for the Post Office. This 
cable will contain seven quads, and it is hoped that seven 
phantom circuits will be obtained in addition to the 14 side 
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circuits. The yes pe of the conductors is 70 lb. per nautical 
mile per wire, and of the dielectric 110 lb. per nautical mile 
per wire. The attenuation constant of the cable circuits for 
speech purposes is 0.05 per nautical mile, which is practically 
the same as that of the unloaded telephone submarine cable 
conductors weighing 160 lb. per nautical mile per wire and 
insulated by gutta-percha weighing 300 lb. per nautical mile 
per wire. This cable was the standard type for long-distance 
communication before the advent of loading, and it contained 
only four wires. This enables us to see at a glance the pro- 
yress which has been made. 

The introduction of telephone relays has made it possible 
frequently to use submarine cables of a less efficiency than 
the coil-loaded cables previously required. This makes it 
practicable to increase the use of continuously-loaded cables 
in which the difficulties of maintaining loading coils in sub- 
marine cables are entirely eliminated. The present policy is. 
on this account, to extend materially the use. of submarine 
continuously-loaded cables. 

Concerning high-frequency or so-called wired wireless 
telephony, it is becoming evident that developments ot the 
system are destined to play an important part in the future in 
long-distance communication. 

It may be said that the most attractive, and at the same 
time the most valuable, feature of the high-frequency carrier- 
wave system is its adaptability to multiplex telephony, that is 
to say, the simultaneous operation of several communication 
channels over one wire circuit. 

The system is already in commercial service in Germany 
and in the United States on long aerial telephone circuits, but 
the conditions under which those services are possible are prac- 
tically non-existent in this country. The economical value of 
the system for use in the United Kingdom lies in its appli- 
cation to underground cables. There are, however, a few 
cases where the system may be applied economically to aerial 
lines. Some of these are now being dealt with and will be 
brought into commercial service and linked up with the trunk 
system during the coming year. 


CAPILLARITY AND SURFACE TENSION. 


THE growing importance of colloidal chemistry is leading to 
an increased interest in what used to be considered the some- 
what academic subject of surface tension. This revival of 
interest should react usefully, for the colloidal state is in 
truth nothing but a fine state of division in which surface 
action becomes of paramount importance. Hence the import- 
ance of accurate measurements of surface tensions and the 
need for a systematic determination of capillary constants. 

With this end in view the Fa DAY Society and the MAN- 
CHESTER LITERARY AND PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY arranged a joint 
meeting in Manchester on February llth to discuss the pre- 
sent position of capillarity and surface tension measurements. 
The proceedings were opened by Sir HENRY Miers, F.R.S., 
President of the Manchester Society, and the discussion was 
presided over by Prof. ALFRED W. Porter, F.R.S., the 
recently-elected President of the Faraday Society. The dis- 
cussion was led off by Dr. ALLAN FERGUSON, who gave a very 
valuable and e enr critical survey of the methods that 
have been proposed and used for the measurement of inter- 
facial tensions, whether between liquid-gas, solid-liquid, or 
solid-gas surfaces. The importance of analysing the different 
methods is obvious when it is realised how varied are tho 
values of surface tension obtained depending on the experi- 
mental method employed. , 

The conclusion arrived at was that the most promising 
methods for systematic use were those depending on :— 

(1) The measurement of large bubbles or drops; 

(2) The measurement of the maximum pressure required to 
release a bubble of air from the end of a capillary tube im- 
mersed in the liquid; 

(3) The measurement of the maximum pull on an anchor 
ring which is immersed in the liquid and slowly withdrawn 
therefrom. 

In a second paper Dr. FERGUSON and Mr. P. E. Dowson 
described a modification of the capillary tube method for the 
measurement of surface tensions, a method described as hold- 
ing the affections of experimenters by reason of a somewhat 
delusive simplicity. 'The modification devised is to force down 
the meniscus to the end of & short capillary immersed verti- 
cally in the liquid and measure the pressure required to do so. 
This pressure 18 measured on a separate manometer, and the 
difference of level of the surfaces of the liquid in the gauge— 
magnified by using a light liquid—is a measure of the rise that 
would have taken place in the capillary. Temperature control 
is simple, and temperature measurements are made by means 
of a thermo-couple. "ee | 

The great advantage of this method is that it dispenses 
with the tedious process of selecting a long capillary of per- 


fectly uniform cross-section, and also does away with the 


necessity for calibrating and keeping clear such a capillary. 
Sources of error, such as the big temperature correction neces- 
sitated in measuring the rise of liquid in a capillarv and the 
difficult measurement of the height itself, are also climinated. 
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pom ’ (MOT YET PUBLISHED.) — . 4 y quet E 
Compiled expressly’ for this journal’ by MzssRs. ‘Serron-Jones, O’Drit ann 

StgpHens, Chartered Patent Agents, 288, High -Holborn, London, W. C. 1. 


, 


7.728. Electrical polarity indicator." R. D. Young. March lith. `- 
7.743. Method of fastening electric cables znd- wires to porcelain, &c., 
insulators.” W. R. Millar. March llth. | «. a, 3 a 8 
7.744 Automatic switches." W. J. Alléa and W. D., Vick. March llth. 
7.749. Supports for overhead trolley wires." E. R. Myers. March IIth. 
7,703. Insulating tape," W. Connolly. March III. A DE 
7.778. Electric current, regulators." W. Langdon-Davies and A. Soames, 
March 11th. © aero Ce ee ie l 
| 7,781.. ** Accumulators." W. T. Coulson. March llth. a vet 
7.787. * Rectangular casing for electrical apparatus." Landis & Gyr Akt. 
Ges.. March llth. (Switzerland, March l3th, 1920.) 
Electro magnetic apparatus for detecting electric currents." H. J. 
Dale. March llth. ^ 4 i 
7.814. Wireless ‘receiving systems.“ Ges 
March 11th. (Germany, March I3th, 1920.) 
7, 817. Induction regulator for mono and polyphase current. Circuits.“ J. 
Kristen and Maschinenfabrik Oerlikon. March llth. (Switzerland, March 
23rd, 1920.) SA: Y 
7,819. Providing electric cables with distinguishable wrappings ‘for various 
leads." Deutsche Kabelindustrie Ges. and .H. Seíton-Jones ‘(Deutsche Kabel. 
industrie Ges.). March llth. 


für Drahtlose Telegraphie. 


7,848. '' Apparatus for detection of Hertzian waves," M. Marshall. March 
12th. 8 EA í i : i 
; 7,882. “ Cooling arrangements for electrical machines.” A. Arutünoff. 
March 12th. m OMNE MS 
7,884. “Electro mechanically controlled telephone system.“ F. Aldendorff 
and H. Baron (Aldendorff). March 12th. - > à 


7,885. “Electric measuring instruments.” F. ‘Holden. “Merch T2th. ` 
0 7,887. " Oscillating valve relays." G. A. Mathieu. March 12th. 

7. 880. Means for supporting thermionic valves." A. R. Taylor. March 
12th. ; i ; 

7,896. “ Electroplating apparatus." T. R. Canning and W. Canning & Co., 
Ltd. March 12th. i i 


7,900. “ Electric ‘bells, &c.” 
(Austria, March 12th, 1920.) 

7.922. „Fline-signalling visual indicator.” 
7,933. Electric motors.” 


E. Magerle and J. Steiner Ges; March 32th. 


R. S. Gardner. March. 14th. 
Automatic Telephone Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 


and A. E. Hudd. ' March IAth. 
7,947. Electric fuse-boards." J. B. Tucker. March 14th. 
7,354. '' Automatic, &c., telephone systems." W. Aitken. March 14th. 
7,964. Portable electric lamps." J. M. Fenton and Doherty Motor Com- 


ponents, Ltd. March 14th. — 


7,973. “ Electrolytic cell." Elektrizitats Akt.-Ges. vorm Schuckert & Co. 
March 14h. (Germany, June 14th, 1920.) 
7,982. 


^ Means for magnifying effects of small efforts for telegraphy, &c." 
A. Orling. March láth. ; l a" 


7,987. '' Telephone systems.“ Automatic Telephone Manufacturing Co., 
Ltd. March l4th. (United States, March 29th, 1920.) 

7,993. “ Switch plates, finger-plates, &c." T. A. Ingram and J. M. Kaye. 
March 14th. © 6 4. 07 i PeT ME. ees 

7.998. Electric heaters.” :G. Durando. March 14th. 

8.00 2. Multiple low-frequency telegraphy.” N. Koomans. March 14th. 

8,009. “ Ignition devices .for internal-combustion engines.“ British Thom- 
son-Houston. Co., Ltd., and A. P. Young. March 14th. 

8.011. *' Guiding ‘means for push-buttons in telephone boards." Telephone 
Manufacturing Co. (1920), Ltd. March l4th.  - ö 
8.021. Telephone systems with high-frequency oscillations." H. A. Gill 
(Deutsche Telephonwerke Ges). March l4th. — . E Ld 

8,031. Electric’ signalling or call apparatus," C. F. Metcalf. March loth. 
S. 017. Dry storage batteries.“ W. Gardiner. March: Ith. ` 
8.040. Electric starting and energy generating machine for automobiles.“ 
R. Bosch Akt.-Ges. March lith. ermany, November 29th, 1920.) 


8,050. Electro-mechanical lock. G, C. Asbbee. March 15th. 
8.077. ''Insulaters fog supporting electric canductors." E. Parry. March 
sth. "^ " Md du l 


8.079. High-tensiom distributors for electric ignition apparatus.” A. P. 
McGowran, II. L. Magneto Syndicate, Ltd. Match I5th 0 
8.081. '' Automatic braking apparatus for electric motors.” 
Holland & Westinghouse Power Signal Co., Ltd. March lith. 
vember ‘9th, 1920.) j ea ` 
8.089. Electro-magnetic switch.” 
(Germany, December 20th, 1920.) i 
8,096. *' Apparatus for production of X-rays." 
March l5th. > E i 

8.103. '! Magneto-electrie machines.” H. W. H. Warrtn, British T henison- 
Houston Co., Ltd, and A. P. Young.. March 15th. 
. 26. Electric water-heaters." A. S. Dorsey. 


- McKenzie, 
(France, No- 
F. Krupp Akt.-Ges. March. 15th. 


E. E. Greville and F. W. 


March 15th. 


8.137. ^ “ Contact-breakers for magnetos.“ Duten, Doublet et Cie. March 
loth. (France, March 19th, 1920.) | 
K140. '' High-frequency multiplex transmission.“ H. A. Gill (Deutsche 


Telephonwerke Ges.). March 15th. 


8,141. Circuit arrangements for multiplex cable telegraphy and tele- 
phony.” H. A. Gill (Deutsche Telephonwerke Ges.). March 15th. 

B. 155. Combined electric cooker and insulating box.“ W. M. Edwards. 
March 16th. 

8.182. Perpetual motion or magnetically-propelled power generator." A. 
E. W. Masevk. March 16th. t4 i i 


8.197. Electric starting gear for internal-combustion engines.” W. B. 
Bond, Cheetham Motor and Engineering Co. and F. Sweenev. March 16th. 

8,233. “ Electric. cables for convevance of high-tension electrical energy.” 
L. N. Reddie (Soc. Pirelli & Co.). March 16th.  : 


8.235. Commutators for — dynamo-electric machines.“ G. Schroeder. 
March 16th. 8 l i 

,R.247. “  Frequenev multipliers. for alternating electric currents.” p. 
Trichard. March 16th. (France, March 16th. 1920.) 


8.256. Electric primary cells.“ L. Darimont. March 16th. 


8.277. Reception of continuous-wave signals." H. J. Round. March 16th. 
8,307. “ Sparking plugs." R. S. Gallop. March 16th. 


ROMS. “ Gearing for starting 
internal-combustion engines.” F. 
Ltd. March 17th. 

8.357. Holders for telephones." C. H. Smith. March 17th. 

8. 70. „ Sparking plugs." P. Challis. March 17th. 

8,375. '* Apparatus for supnressing higher harmonics in mcetal-vapour recti- 
fiers fed through polyphase chokins coils" Akt.-Ges. Drown, Boveri et Cie. 
March 17th. (Switzerland. March 27th. 1920.) 

8.154. '' Means for fixing electric cables and wires." 
Co. Ltd... and F, C. Raphael. March Ith Foy 

8.3090. „ Flectric ‘rheostats ” British-Thomson Co., Ltd. (Soc. d'Electricité 
et de. Mécanique). March 17th: Be i l 

R412. '' Thermo-electronic relays. Ac W. J. 
pagnie Générale d'Electricit and W. f. 
843. 
8th. 


motors and electrical generators used on 
R. Smith and Armstrong Siddeley Motors, 


Edison Swan Electric 


Mellersh.Tackson 
e Mellersh-Tackson March 16th 
Means for generating electrical power." R. Sparrow. Maroh 


(Cem. 


8, 448. '' Electric, heating apparatus. E. Muntwyler. - March. 18th. . ... 


8,462. '' Electro-magnetic relays." W. E. Barber. March 18th. 
8,467, '' Constant speed dynamo drive." H. C. C. Thurgood. March 18th. 
8.473. Electric generating sets." A. A. Lyon. March 18th. . 


" Lamp-making machines.” British Thomson-Houston Co., Lid. 


(General Electric Co.). March 18th. 


8.5009. Electric heaters för liquids.” F. Nottet. “March 18th. 

8.510. Means for facilitating identification of electric. conductors. N. J. 
Austin. March 18th. b OM l 

8.550. Means for reducing starting load on hydraulic pumps, &c., directly 


«Jupled to electric motors." F. Simpkin and G. W. Whitelock. March 19th. 


8.556. Anti-dazzle device for electric head lamps." M. Kemp and W. H, 
Kemp. March 19th. es f 
8.577. “ Electric switches.” - H. Bufton, C. Marples and W. Marples. 


March 19th. ; a4 
8.796. Wireless receiving apparatus. 
Phillips. March J9th, . 
8,006. ** Electro-mechanically 
(.Mdendorff). | March 19th. ; er 
8.660. Directional wireless apparatus." C. K. Chandler. March 19th. 


W. W. Burnham and C. F. 


controlled telephone system.“ H. Baron 


wee, Coo Seep 
1... PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 
The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications will b 


printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


1918. 


10.00. Devices for locking incandescent lamps in their holders." G. F. 


Coulson. June 26th, 1918. (153,228.) 
1919. 
2,967. '' Electric fixture support couplers.” S. Percival (G. Lacey). Feb 
ruary bth, 1919. (159,29) -> 
19.225. Electric. conductors." Si. Helens Cable and Rubber Co., Lis, 
and S5. H. Lee. August Sth, 1919. (159,233. ) 
28,260. “ Means for controlling the operative field of magnets. L. M. 


Goold “(National Safety Appliance Co.). November láth, 1919. (159. 260.) 


28.600. X-ray apparatus." Rritish Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (Genera: 
Electric Co.). November lBth, 1919. (159,267.) 
28.788. Ventilation and cooling of electrical or other machines.” 


Smillie and Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. November 20th, 1315. 


(159,282.) 

28,893. “ Controllers for clectric motors.” C. E. Fairburn. November 
20th, 1919. (159.288.) 

29,094. Method of preparing storage batteries for shipment or storage.“ 
U.S. Light and Heat Corporation. September 8th, 1917. (135,017.) 

29.186. Method of controlling electric motors operating — fluid-presscre 
pumps or the like." H. P. H. Anderson. November 24th, 1919. (139, A 

29,284. Electro-magnetic switches.“ A. M. Jane. March 29th, EME. 
(135,843.) 

239,222. “ Telegraphy." E. S. Heurtley and Muirhead & Co., Lid. Nonm- 


ber 25th, 1919. (159,316.) 
29,339. Electric ignition collecting, distributing and 
systems.” G. M. Turner. November 25th, 1919. 
29,392. “ Electric thermionic amplifiers.” 
Ltd. (General Electric Co.). 


timing devices and 
(159,317.) 

British. TJhomson-Houston Co., 
November 25th, 1919. (159,322.) 


29.977. “ Electric switches." Adt Akt.-Ges., Geb. June 13th, 1919. 
(144,993.) 
30,398. '' Dynamo-electrie machines." Siemens Bros. Dynamo Works, Lid., 


and J. C. Wilson. December 4th, 1919. (159,343.) 


30,480. “ Electric converting apparatus.” W. E. Highfield and J. E. 
Calverley, December Sth, 1919. (159,345.) 
30,584. “ Mouth-pieces of telephones and the like.“ J. Jofeh. Decemter 


(159,348.) 


6th, 1919. 
30,868. * Electrical static machines 


868. and apparatus for electro-therapeutic 
work and for like purposes." T. Clark. December 9th, 1919. (159.358; 

31,112. “Thermostats.” Calico Printers’ Associations, Ld., and G. Turner. 
December 12th, 1919. (159, 365.) 

31,561. , Dynamo-electric machines." British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 
(General Electric Co.). December 16th, 1919. (159.374.) 

31.673. Wireless reception apparatus." J. Robinson and II. L. Crowther. 


December 17th, 1919. (159, 377.) 

31,806. ©“ Refillable electric fuses.” Perfect Refillable Fuse, Inc. Daem- 
ber 18th, 1919. (136,840.) 

1920. 

1.768. Electrically-propelled vehicle." J. H. Hansen. January Akh, JeW, 
(159,395.) 

4,570. Magnetic deflectors for electric ares in lamps, searchlights, aad 
the like." H. C. Gibson and J. P. Yorke. February 4th, 1920. (159) ge, 
6.195. Sparking plugs." E. Pethoud. October 6th, 1919. (152.623, 
7,944. ‘Compositions for insulating and protecting electrical apparatu- 
and for other purposes.” British. Thomson-Houstun Co., Lid. Genera. 


Electric Co.). March 17th, 1920. (159,421.) 
9,103. “ Device for variably tilting the shades of electric lamps." H. H. 
Berry and W. J. Markham. March 29th, 1920. (159,424.) 


. 9,178. ** Sparking plugs and ignition-timing devices for internal-combusticn 
engines." I. L. Slawter and W. Innes. March 30th. 1920. (159,425 4 
11,433. “ Portable electrically-driven vacuum cleaners.” G. A. Celli. April 
24th, 1919. (142,463) — : f 
12,474. '' Electrical time-keeping mechanism.“ C. D. J. Jamin. Mav Sth, 
1920. (159,436.) | 


15.572. Overhead trollevs oc collectors for electric tramway. and railwas 
vehicles," I. Blaney and D. Williams. June 9th, 1920. (159,445.) 


18,970. '' Field magnets for magneto-electrie machines.” C. Von Der 
Weid. June 12th, 1920. (159.448. . 

22.077. Voltage regulators for electric current generators.” S«incilia 
(Firm of). August 8th, 1919 (149,611.) 

31.517. Electrical speed-regulator svstems." Metropolitàn-Vickers Ele- 
trical Co., Ltd. November 6th, 1919. (153.5829.) 

34.897. Thermostatic protective apnaratus for use with bearings or othe 


parts of a machine." 


Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co,, Ltd. 
10th, 1919. (155,214.) ! 


Devceimnte 


—. ———.——.k. aaa 


Flectrieal Treatment ot Seed Whest.— Experiments are 


to be undertaken at Werribee (Vio) with an electrochemical 
process of treating seed wheat. It is claimed that considerahly 
increased returna can be obtained by treating the seed electrically. 
The cost of treating ig 18. per bnshel of seed, and the reanlting 
increase in the yield is aaid-to be from 25 to 30 per cent. Thus on 
600 acres. with need at 98. a bushel untreated, and 10s. a bushel 
tres ted. and with a yield of four bags to the sore from ordinary 
seed. and five bags to the acre. from electricallv-treated seed. the 


fe&pective returns in cash would be E 2,970 ard 83.750 rebresenting 


a balance in favour of the treating process of £780. Thie means a 
very solid gain.— Industrial Australian and Mining Standard. 
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No. 2,263. 


THE VACANT CHAIR. 


Ir is with a full heart that we announce to the 
readers of the ELECTRICAL Revraw the death, 
after a brief illness, of our Technical Director, on 
March 31st. For some 40 years Mr. Tom Ernest 
Gatehouse presided over the editorial department 
of this journal, of which he was part proprietor ; 
during that period, in partnership with Mr. H. 
Alabaster and Mr. H. k. Kempe, he assisted at ite 
development from small beginnings to a journal 
with a world-wide circulation, and a reputation for 
just dealing and independence of spirit. To Mr. 
Gatehoure and his partners those qualities are mainly 
due; they were ever proud of the journal and 
their connection with it, and it was their constant 
united aim to maintain its high standard of probity 
and honour, and to increase its usefulness to the 
industry which it serves. 

A pupil of Sabine and Wheatstone, Mr. Gatehouse 
entered the electrical industry at a moment when 
every day occasion arose for devising means for 
dealing with some new problem, and he loved to 
recall those far-off times ; he was a contemporary 
of practically all the great lights of electrical 
science, and, by virtue of his position, was 
acquainted with most of them. He delighted in a 
joke, and was immensely popular amongat his many 
friends ; until his health began to fail, he enjoyed 
participation in gatherings of electrical men, and 
was well known for his good-humour and 
camaraderie, One of his most lovable traits was 
his unshakable loyalty to the friends and comrades 
of his youth, many of whom had good reason to 
rise up and call him blessed—and not only those, 
for he was open-handed and generous to a fault ; 
his memory will be cherished by many in humble 
walks of life whom he befriended in time of need, 
and he never withheld his sympathy and kindly 
help from men who had fallen on evil days, or 
those who were beginning their career. 

His musical talent, in the exercise of which he 
delighted, was also a constant source of pleasure to 
others, and he was always ready, when his health 
permitted, to place his gifts at the service of his 
friends. This was indeed characteristic of him, 
for he loved to see other people happy, and to con- 
tribute to their happiness. He abhorred ostenta- 
tior, and his geniality and goodfellowship endeared 


h m to all who came in contact with him, though, 


when the need arose, be could be stern and 
outepoken. 

It was in consequence of failing health tbat for 
some years past Mr. Gatehouse had not taken a 
very active part in the production of the ELEC- 
TRICAL REVIEW. Latterly in the capacity of 
editorial and technical director he exercised con- 
aultative, rather than working, editorial control. 
He preferred to leave the actual conduct of 
affairs to those who had been so clotely a-sociated 
with him for from 20 to 80 years, and who with him 
and his partners were, and are, zealous for the 
maintenance of the principles and policy for which: 
the ELECTRICAL Review has so long stood, and 
will continue to stand. | 
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Tue increased facilities for obtaining 


' Sectional Special Orders afforded by the Electri- 
Development city Supply Act, 1919, might be very 
of Electricity usefully employed in modifying the un- 
Supply. fortunate rigidities of the 1882 and 


other Acts. We are reminded of this 
by the application of the Hereford Council to extend 
its area over certain surrounding urban and rural dis- 
tricts, and so to get free from the parochial restrictions 
arising from the 1832 Act. There is no doubt that any 
general enterprise of this kind should be encouraged as 
affording that sectional development which would assist 
so greatly towards the ultimately larger co-ordination 
of supply. It is certainly working in the right direction 
for existing undertakers to branch out into their sur- 
rounding areas rather than that further pygmy under- 
takings should spring up. It would, in fact, be very 
much better if there were still greater facilities afforded 
for undertakings in remote districts to give supply 
wherever they could reach. It is just here that that 
element of personal judgment and discretion which 
was given by the appointment of the Electricity Coin- 
missioners should be of value. It would be an advan- 
tage to everyone concerned if in cases where any under- 
taking was willing to branch out into the unappro- 
priated districts round its present circumscribed area 
the Commissioners did everything they could to smooth 
the legislative path. There is, indeed, all the more 
need for this sectional development to be encouraged, in 
view of the tendency of the Joint Electricity Authority 
schemes to hang fire. In rural districts especially under- 
takers are often only too anxious to extend their supply, 
but are diffident in tackling the legal side of the ques- 
tion, which alone forms the obstacle, and have little 
money to spend in promoting orders. The Commis- 
sioners might with advantage remember in dealing with 
these early cases that any cordial treatment meted out 
to them would go far pour encourager les autres. 


THE announcement to be found else- 


Telegraphic 
Devolution. 


where in this issue, that the Peruvian 
Government has delegated to a company 
the operation of the whole of its postal 
and telegraphic services for a period of 25 years, will be 
read with interest in many quarters, and the appoint- 
ment of Sir William Slingo, late engineer-in-chief of the 
British Post Office, as head of the department is in itself 


highly significant. Our congratulations are offered to 
the new Chief on his attainment of & position which in 


this country is barred to the engineer; and to the com - 


pany on its embarkation on a '' great adventure," which 
will enable it to put in force those principles which it 
has been prevented by circumstances from putting to the 
test up to the present. 


In this contract two principles which have been re- 


garded as sacred in this country have been set at 
nought: first, that a public service of this nature must 
be owned, controlled, and operated wholly by the State; 
and secondlv, that the head of the department shall be 
a member of the Civil Service, without technical quali- 
fications for the post. "There are signs that those views 
are weakening even in the United Kingdom, for we have 
seen the control of the supply of electricity entrusted to 
a board of Commissioners consisting mainly of engi- 
neers, and the controversy about the telephone service has 
directed public attention to the question whether it 
would not be better conducted by a company than by a 
department of State. With the exception that in the 
United States the telegraph and telephone services have 
remained in the hands of companies, we believe that 
State operation of the posts and telegraphs has hitherto 
been universal, but on the other hand, the appointment 
of an engineer to the headship of the engineering depart- 
ment of those services has been the rule almost everv- 
where outside the British Empire. and we are certain 
that it is the right policy to follow. | 


In the British Post Office the engineer is a subordinate 
official; everywhere he is subject to the rule of the clerical 
staff, and we have heard it said that even the Engineer- 
in-Chief has no power to order the purchase of a packet 
of nails, or to dismiss a labourer addicted to drunken- 
ness. All that the engineer can do is to make ** recom- 
mendations,” which are considered, without undue 
haste, by the clerical official immediately concerned, and 
passed on by him to other officials, referred back at inter- 
vals to the engineer for further information, and in fact 
bandied about until a mass of correspondence accumu- 
lates and exasperating delays have occurred. All this 
fatuity of procedure tends to promote inefficiency and to 
hinder the development of the services concerned ; and it 
all arises out of the determination of the clerical or 
secretarial branch of the service never to permit the engi- 
neer's department to assume responsibility or to acquire 
authority. Until it is freed from those paralysing 
trammels it is hopeless to demand from it efficiency and 
progress at all comparable with those attained under a 
comnion-sense organisation. 


THE attention that has been given by 
the lay Press in recent years to the 
subject of conserving our national re- 
sources is so welcome an indication of 
healthy progress towards an appreciation of the indus- 
trial conditions of to-day that we are loath to find fault 
with its form ; yet we are bound to comment, albeit with 
leniency, on the erroneous statements which almost 
always detract from its value. A case in point is à 
leading article in The Times of April 5th, advocating 
economy in the consumption of fuel, and the utilisation 
of water power to that end. The writer remarks that 
In a well-organised steam plant 75 per cent. of the 
energy: of coal can be delivered to the machinery; in 
actual practice 50 per cent. is a common average." 
Alas! that we should have to confess that in our latest 
schemes we are hoping to reach the figure of 25 per cent. 
at the switchboard of a steam-driven plant. Again, the 
writer correctly refers to the high efficiency of utilisation 
of energy in internal-combustion engines—but says 
there is still a large opportunity for saving in the 
transmission gears." Finally, he turns to the ever- 
fascinating idea of obtainine enerry from the tides, 
and writes hopefully about tne scheme put before the 
French Senate last Saturday by the Minister of Public 
Works, outlining a turbine ‘‘ capable of being used in 
the ocean." We wish we could emulate his optimism. 
By all means let the lay Press deal with engineering 
subjects—but let it make sure of its facts. 


Waste of 
Energy. 


Dn. RATHENAU, speaking at the recent 
The German meeting of the A.E.G., when resolutions 
Export Trade. were adopted deciding to increase the 
ordinary share capital by 50,000,000 
marks and to make a further issue of preference shares 
for 250,000,000 marks, stated that the company exported 
40 per cent. of its total production before the war, and 
his further observations point to the determination to 
recover, if possible, this lost export business. It was 
proposed, he remarked, to re-establish the export organ! 
sation; a lot had been maintained in America and the 
East, but everything had been destroyed in the Allied 
countries. Having regard to the situation of gold cur- 
rency, the chairman observed that it certainly sounded 
absurd to build up the export organisation in mark cur- 
rency. This absurdity, however, did not actually exist 
as the question substantially concerned the possibility 
of supplving goods made in Germany to other countries 
on credit. As to the situation of business. Herr 
Rathenau said the company's orders on hand were gatis- 
factory in numbers, but were not so uniform 88 sil 
former vears. Large machines were in great demand at 
present, and the orders for them would ensure work for 
a long time to come. 
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TOM ERNEST GATEHOUSE. 


Mr. GATEHOUSE, who was born in 1854, at Eye, in 
Suffolk, was the son of Mr. Tom Gatehouse, a mechanical 
engineer ; naturally, therefore, he had a bent towards 
engineering as a profession, and about 1870 he became 
a pupil of Robert Sabine, one of the most eminent and 
able pioneers in the electrical industry, which at tbat 
date could truly have been said to be in its infancy. In 
Sabine's office Mr. Gatehouse came into immediate con- 
tact with every branch of the new industry, of which by 
far the most important was that of telegraphy. Later 
he was associated with Sir Charles Wheatstone and Sir 
Samuel Canning, foremost exponents of the art of tele- 
graphy on land and by submarine cable, which asso- 
ciations led to an intimate friendship with many of the 
leaders of the cable manufacturing industry. But in 
those days an electrician's interests ranged over the 
whole of the electrical field, and thus it was that tbe 
young engineer assisted at such notable events as the 
lighting of the Victoria 
Embankment experi- 
mentally with the ** Jab- 
lochkoff Candle,” an 
early form of thearclamp, 
and devised an important 
improvement in the sys- 
tem, for which he ob- 
tained a patent. Amongst 
the various undertakings 
with which he was closely 
associated were the first 


tin arc lamps, and the 
development of the Wer- 
dermann arc lamp and 
the Gramme dynamo ; 
in connection with the 
Lontin lamp he patented 
an improvement. His 
experience in testing 
cables led to his em- 
ployment for many years 
in the inspection and 
testing of submarine 
cables in course of 
manufacture, on behalf 
cf Sir Samuel Canning. 
He was also interested 
in the development of 
the telephone, and at a 
later period conducted 
many experiments with a 
view to its improvement. 

The introduction of 
the incandescent lamp, 
however, (indirectly 
proved to be a turning- 
point in the life of 
Mr. Gatehouse, who invented a device (afterwards re- 
invented in connection with the Nernst lamp) for the 
patent rights of which he received a substantial sum. 
About this time his fellow-pupil under Sabine, Mr. H. R. 
Kempe (subsequently the electrician to the Post Office), 
had become associated with Mr. H. Alabaster, proprietor 
of the TELEGRAPHIC JOURNAL AND ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 
and invited Mr. Gatehouse to throw in his lot with them. 
Mr. Gatehouse assumed the office of editor in 1881, and 
speedily acquired a popularity which made him a welcome 
figure at electrical gatherings of every description. 
Thus in 1888 was formed the partnership of H. 
Alabaster, Gatehouse & Co.," which was destined to 
hold firm for nearly 40 years—a partnership which, we 
venture to believe, became & household word throughout 
the electrical industry. 


Turner & Drinkwater.) 


Tom ERNEST GATEHOUSE, F. R. S. E., A. M. Inst. C. E., 
M. I. Mech. E., M. I. E. E., 
Editorial and Technical Director of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


Under the joint management of * Ageekay, London," 
the journal, which had passed through many trials and 
troubles, entered upon a period of success which has 
never suffered a reversal. During the past 40 years, Mr. 
Gatehouse witnessed the development of the whole of 
the electrical industries as they now exist (with the 
exception of telegraphy. which commenced 50 years 
earlier), including the advance from the dynamo which 
fed one arc lamp to the 60,000-kW turbo-generator, from 
the tiny electric launch to the battle-cruiser propelled by 
electricity, from the primitive battery bus to the 
8,000-h.p. electric train—and all the other triumphs of 
electrical science with which that period is so richly 
strewn. Up to the last he retained a lively interest in 
all that was going on, and rejoiced in the progress of the 
science with which his whole career had been inseparably 
bound up. 

But like most men, he had a hobby to which he was 
passionately devoted. 
From his early youth he 
worshi music, and 
studied the violin so 
assiduously that he be- 
came, as an amateur, a 
master of that difficult 
instrument. So well 
known were his capa- 
bilities as a violinist 
that his services were 
ia constant request at 
festive gatherings of 
electrical men, and the 
fact that he was going 
to perform was in iteelf 
a powerful attraction to 
such events. So long 
ago as 1885, in con- 
junction with his part- 
ner, Mr. Alabaster, he 
founded the Electro- 
Harmonic Society, 
which, at first a small 
and intimate body of 
friends, eventually grew 
to very large dimen- 
sions. From the com- 
mencement, Mr. Gate- 
house was one of the 
two musical directors, 
and on the death of 
Mr. Izard he took over 
the whole of the duties, 
with the success which 
(uuu, is indicated by the present 
membership of 600. In 
earlier years a frequent 
performer at the 
Society's concerts, he 
latterly played but seldom, the last occasion being the 
memorable Ladies’ Night in November, 1920. The 
21st anniversary of the foundation of the Society 
was celebrated in 1906 by the presentation to him, and 
to Mr. Alabaster and Mr. Izard, of handsome silver 
souvenirs, as tokens of the gratitude and esteem of the 
members. 

Mr. Gatehouse, however, by no means confined his 
interest in music to an electrical environment ; for very 
many years he took an active part in the conduct of the 
South London Institute of Music, and he frequent) 
lent his assistance to charitable entertainmente, Churc 
festivals, and similar functions, the last occasion being in 
January, at Holy Trinity Church, where the funeral service 
was held on Tuesday, close to his home. He also often 
organised and took part in the musical programmes of the 
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Dynamicables, the Junior Institution of Engineers, and 
other bodies, to their great gratification. For 27 years 
he was the honorary leader of the Diss Choral Society, at 
Diss where he was held in bigh esteem und affection. 
By his musical talents he “fiddled his way" into the 
warm affection of a host of friends whom otherwise he 
might never have known, but who will ever cherish 
the memory of the happy moments which he afforded 
them. 

Whilst in the ear.y days Mr. Gatehouse freely exercised 
the literary gifts which he undoubtedly possessed, in 
later years he seldom practised authorship, and latterly, 
owing to failing health, he withdrew from the active 
editorship of the journal, though as ‘ Editorial and 
Technical Director" he retained his interest in its pro- 
duction, and lent his aid in a consultative capacity. 

He was at all times keenly solicitous for the promotion of 
the interests of the electrical industry in all its branches, 
and a determined enemy to imposture and injustice in 
all forms. The expcsure of the electric belt quackery 
led to costly libel actions, all of which were won by the 
ELECTRICAL Review, and on other cccasions he was 
successful in defeating attempts at fraud and in dispelling 


false theories. As an expert witness in legal actions he won. 


high commendation from the judges on various occasions. 
He prized his independence of thought and action so highly 
that he ccnsistently refused to hold sbares in any electrical 
company, and for the same reason he declined invitations 
to serve on the councils of societies connected with the 
industry. He also withdrew from consulting work, lest it 
should interfere in the least with his liberty in this respect. 
Where no such influence could be feared, however, he 
was ever ready to give his services in the public interest, 
and thus he officiated as juror at various exhibitions, 
including the Milan. Exhibition of 1906 and several White 
City Exhibitions, and was a member of the Executive 
Committee of the Electrical Trades Benevolent Institution, 
of which he was a Life Governor. He was a Past Master 
of the School Board of London Lodge of Freemasons, and a 
supporter of other charitable institutions. In connection 
with his profession, he was an Associate Member of the 
Institution of Civil Engineers, a Member of the Institutions 
of Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, and a Fellow of the 
Roval Society of Edinburgh. 

Fond of the open air, he enjoyed shooting in his periods 
of relaxation, and was a warm supporter of rifle clubs, 
including that connected with this journal. 

He was in his chair at Ludgate Hill for a short time 
on Wednesday, March 23rd, and was in cheery mood 
as he turned homeward. He retired to rest at night as 
usual, but on rising next morning, he was visited by a 
paralytic stroke; he lingered for a week and a day, 
breathing his last at eventide on Thursday, March 8 1st. 

Mr. Gatehouse, who resided at Fairfield, 128, Tulse 
Hill, S.W. 2, leaves a widow, a son (Mr. Ernest Gatehouse, 
who isa Member of Council of the I.E.E., and is on the 
staff of the British Thomson-Houston Company, at Rugby), 
and two daughters, both of whom are married to gentle- 
men in the electrical profession. We are sure that there 
will be very many who will desire to associate themselves 
with us in tendering to all of these an expression of our 
deep sympathy. - | = 


t 


AN APPRECIATION. 


Back to the days when Sir Charles Wheatstone—the electric 
telegraph pioneer—was still alive, is a span of half a 


century, but it was at that time that my acquaintance with 


Tom Ernest Gatehouse commenced. He and I were then 
fellow workers in the office of the late Mr. Robert Sabine, 
and afterwards in the laboratory and the factory (The 
British Telegraph Manufactory) of Sir Charles Wheatstone. 
Prior to this, Gatehouse and I, although working in 
different spheres, were continually in each other’s companion- 
ship, and gained experience in all kinds of mechanical and 


telegraphic engineering, including the early pneumatic. 


dispatch» system; and submarine cable work. On the 
commencement of my career in the Postal Telegraph 
Service, (Gatehouse took up work with Messrs. 


— 


Mairhead, and when the electric light boom burst 
upon the world, he patented, amongst other things, 
a form of filament lamp, for which he received a sub- 
stantial reward which set him firmly on his feet. 
When I first knew Gatehouse I did not detect in 
him any tendency to literary talent, but an article which 
he wrote describing an electric Jight system, and which 
appeared in Nature, indicated that he had corsiderable 
ability in the direction of scientific description. That this 
would develop in the way it did I did not in the lesst 
foresee, but the chance occurred, and on the alteration which 
took place in the status of the Telegraphic Journal, i. s., its 
change from a fortnightly to a weekly journal, Gatehouse 
at my suggestion (a fortunate one) became & member of 
the staff, and continued so ever since. Little did I 
think what a tower of strength he would become, or 
what a really remarkable personality his would be. 
Distinctly self-assertive, but in a most straightforward 
and courteous way, he could hold his own with all 
with whom he had to come into contact; he was 
decidedly a strong man, and not ** retiring " or troubled by 
* nerves.” 

It is almost unnecessary to allude to his musical 
ability as a violinist, as this might, in a sense, be said 
to be renowned in the world in which he lived. Those 
who used to listen to his performances did so with 
rapture, and it was delightful to hear the applause 
with which he was always received. Many were the friends 
he made owing to this musical talent. 

It was not often that his name appeared in con- 
nection with matter in the columns ot the ELECTRICAL 
Review, but the actual amount of his writings in the 
earlier days, would fill a respectable-sized volume, and 
his articles were always marked by excellent logic and 
well- expressed ideas—his influence being, perhaps, more 
felt than seen, although it was certainly seen as well 
as felt. 

Although not, perhaps, a robust individual, but always 
fnore or less—to use an oft-repeated expression of his— 
„in the hands of my doctor," he always showed remark- 
able vigour—so much so, that only those who knew him 
intimately would have thought that he was other than 
constitutionally strong. But, alas! the fell enemy 
triumphed at last, and, at the age of 66, a dear personal 
friend, and one who can ill be spared, is no more. 


H. R. KEMPE. 


The funeral service was held on Tuesd»y morcing at Holy 
Trinity Church, Tulse Hill, and the mortal rem. ins of our 
lamented colleague were subsequently laid to rest in Norwood 
Cemetery. . 

Among those present either at the Church or at the graveside, 
were:—Mrs. Gatehouse (widow). Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Gatehouse, 
Mr. and Mrs. A. R. McCallum, Mr. and Mrs. L. A. Gomersal), Mr, 
Charles Gatehouse (brother), Mrs. Cutler, Mrs. Carnell (niece) 
Mesers. Turpin, Cutler and Day. 

Mr. H. Alabaster (managing director of the ELECTRICAL 
REVIEW) was represented by his son-in-law. Dr. James Lyle. 
The REVIEW was also represented by Mr. H. B. Kempe, Mr. 
Arthur H. Allen (Technical Editor), Mr. Albert H. Bridge (Com- 
mercial Editor), Mr. E. 8. Middleton (Secretary), and Messrs. H. 
Porter Cox, P. J. Haskell, W. B. Warwick. F. R. Bantin, H. E 
Stockley, and J. Hanger; Messrs. W. H. Wicken (overseer) snd 
W. J. Palmer. who appeared on behalf of the Composing Depart- 
ment; and Mr. W. Cate (of Wm. Cate, Ltd., printers). 

The Institution of Electrical Eogineers was represented by the 
President (Mr. Ll. B. Atkinson), and the Secretary (Mr. P. F. 
Rowell) ; the Electro-Harmonic Society, by Mr. W. E. Lane and 
Col. Clay ; the Dypamicables, by Mr. R. H. Tree ; the Electrical 
Trades Benevolent Institution, by Mr. F. B. O. Hawes ; the Din 
Choral Society, by Messrs, Pallen. 

Among athena in attendance were Sir Tom Callender, Sir Charles 


Bright, Messrs. J. E. Kingsbury, H. Scholey, George Watson, A. H. 


Walton, A. M. Sillar, A. M. Wilcox, McCallum, sent., W. J. Tennant, 
W. R. Cooper. W. Mackie, Basil Gee. S. Rentell. H. A. H. Newington, 
D.8.0., W. M. Madden, T. B. Goodyer, and G. French. 

The large number of floral tributes included tokens from W. T. 
Henley's Telegraph Works Co., Ltd., the General Electric Co., Ltd., 
the Electro-H armonic Society, and the Diss Choral Society. 


„„ — 


Mr. Alabaster and the staff of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW desire 
to acknowledge receipt of a large number of messages of sympathy : 
As it will not be poeaible to reply to these kind communication’ 
individually, we shall be grateful if our correspondent will socep 
this expreasion of our deep gratitude. 


Fic. 3.— JOINT-BOX WITH LID REMOVED. 
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NEW LINK DISCONNECTING BOXES. 


An Improved Design of Joint Box. 


SOME little time ago the Nuneaton Electrical Contracting 
Co., Ltd., of Nuneaton, commenced to manufacture, and are 
now able to supply from stock, a new and improved type of 
joint link-disconnecting box (registered design No. 679,075), 
with fittings also made to a registered design (No. 676,030) 


FIG l.—ONE-wav JOINT DISCONNECTING Box. 
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for which fittings the makers have manufacturing arrange- 
ments with the Western Electric Co., Ltd. A number of 
these boxes have been supplied to municipal engineers in 
various paris of the country who, after having put them 


Fig. 4.—JOINT-BOX, SHOWING INTERIOR, 


— 


to practical use. have passed most favourable criticism 
upon them. For example, an engineer who has put 
several of the boxes into service, writes as follows: 
"My jointer reports that he is able to install two 
three-way link disconnecting boxes in one day, whereas 
it takes a full day to connect the type of box we were 
previously using. Besides being a sound mechanical 
job, the box is very roomy, and a very liberal current- 
carrying capacity is provided everywhere. By carrying a 
spare set of concentric fittings, the jointer is able to tackle 
either a multicore or concentric cable, which is a valuable 
feature. I intend using these boxes exclusively on the new 
distribution network we are installing." 

Under the circumstances we recently availed ourselves of 
an opportunity to inspect the manufacture of these boxes and 
their fittings, and in consequence have no hesitation in 
stating that the following general description thereof will 
be of interest to all mains engineers. 

As will be seen from the accompanying illustrations, the 
new boxes are of the well-known diving-bell pattern, but 
contrary to familiar designs, the lids for all types are 
circular, as indicated in figs. 1 aud 2, which makes them 
easy to replace. "The boxesare fitted with double glands for 
each cable, and are equally suitable for use with either 
cored or concentric cable. They may be provided with 
two wood bushes for bitumen-sheathed cable, lead armour 
clamps for lead-covered cable, or with plumbing sleeves in 


` cases where it is desired to plumb the lead. They can also 


be fitted with single or double wire armour clamps as used 
in colliery work, and the larger types of two, three, and 
four-way boxes can be provided with separate glands where 
three or four cables enter one way of the box. 

The general design of the box appears to leave little to 
be desired ; it is sound both mechanically and electrically, 
and ample dimensions are allowed everywhere. The box is 
cast, from good quality grey iron, and the makers guarantee 
every one to be free from blow holes and mechanical defects. 
As regards general proportions, the illustrations will suffice 
to make them clear; figs. 1 and 2 illustrate the one- aud 
four-way boxes respectively, while fig. 3 shows the three- 


way box with the lid removed, and fig. 4 is a similar 


view showing the internal fittings. Fig. 5 is a more 
detailed view of the interior of the box, and, finally, fig. 6 is 


a line drawing of the heavy-duty fitting itself. 


Concerning the internal fittings of the box, the baseboard 
on which the fittings are mounted consists of a circular 
slab of *Siluminite," the properties of which are too well 


Fi1G. 5.—INTERNAL FITTINGS. 


known to need reiteration. This material has been chosen 
in preference to wood, because, as the majority of mains 
engineers will admit, the latter material has a tendency to 
warp even under ideal conditions, and particularly if it has 
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been kept in stock for any considerable time. Again, 
instead of using the ordinary type of porcelain mushroom 
insulators to provide a space between the board and the 
bottom of the box, good quality black hard-vulcanised fibre 


B 
SWEATING 
THIMBLE 
4 
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Fid. 6.—LIN&K AND FIITINd. 


insulators are employed in the new boxes, whereby the 


liability of the insulators to be broken, either during transit l 


‘or when in stock, is practically eliminated. 
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The following are amongst the advantages that are 
claimed for the fitting itself: — Dependence is not placed 
upon one or more small wood screws to secure it firmly to 
the base, which becomes apparent on reference being made 
It will be seen tnat the base o is not disturbed 
by the jointer, consequently the alignment is not affected. 
There is no danger of foreign matter becoming lodged, or 
air pockets forming, in the cavities into which the nuta fit 
in the “ Siluminite " base board D, as the holes are filled up 
by the makers. The fitting a can be easily tightened up 
by: means of a box spanner, and the sweating thimble B 
is machined on both sides of its contact areas by means of 


to fig. 6. 


two milling cutters at one and the same time, so that it can 
be assured that the two faces are perfectly parallel. More- 
over, the face of the base o and the base of the fitting a are 
also carefully machined to fine limits, thus ensuring that 
a very good contact can be obtained. 

The component parts a and B, as well as the links, are 
made of an alloy containing from 96 to 97 per cent. pure 
copper, and are made as mechanically and electrically sound 
as possible, there being no stint of metal, which remark 
applies equally to the light as to the heavy-duty patterns, 

The ease with which cored cable may be jointed by the 
aid of these new boxes will, we think, be obvious to every 
mains engineer, as the only tool which the jointer need use, 
once he has sweated the cable core into the thimble B, is a 
box spanner by which he can tighten up or unscrew, as the 
case may be, the link and fitting A. In the case of con- 
centric cable the same remark holds good, although it is 
admitted that somewhat more care is necessary, as with any 
type of concentric fittings. 

In conclusion, we have to express our indebtednes 
to Mr. Geo. P. Cosway, engineer and manager of the 
Nuneaton Electrical Contracting Co., Ltd., for his assistance 
in the preparation of this article, and congratulate himon 
the success which his new joint-box has already achieved. 


A CRITICISM OF THE REGULATIONS FOR OVERHEAD LINES. 


By W. 


THE following criticism of the existing Ministry of 
Transport Regulations for low and medium pressure 
may be of interest in connection with the article ‘‘ Over- 
head Lines and Wayleaves in a recent issue.“ This 
criticism is not intended to replace the reconsideration 
of the regulations by those interested, but it has been 
prepared to show that the existing regulations need a 
drastic overhaul. 

The present regulations are to be found in scattered 
form. . 

In the first place, Section 11 of the general Board 


of Trade Regulations for Securing Safety of the Public. 


provides that precautions shall be taken to prevent in- 
jury to the line by lightning. It is obvious that on our 
present terrestrial sphere no overhead line can be free 
from risk of being struck by lightning—notwithstand- 
ing regulations to the contrary made by an authority 
as exalted as the Board of Trade, or even the Ministry 
of Transport—but guidance should be, but is not, given 
as to the means which should be taken to confine the 
injury to the line, and keep the abnormal potential 
from entering consumers' premises. "This is the only 
contingency affecting the safety of the public in this 
connection, and it has been overlooked. 

Nection 13 incorporates for overland lines any special 
regulations the Board of Trade likes to make for them; 
and as a matter of practice the Board of Trade (now 
the Ministry of Transport) issues a special set of regu- 
lations applying to each overhead line as sanction. 
This is an adinission of the inadequacy of the standard 
regulations, which should, like those for underground 
working, apply to all ordinary conditions. 

The regulations of the Commissioners—now a mimeo- 
graphed exact copy of the old Board of Trade Regula- 

* ELECTRICAL REVIEW, March 18th, 1921, p. 336. 


FENNELL, M.LB.E. 


tions for Low and Medium Pressure Overhead Lines— 
contain several amusing and many annoying and expen- 
sive items. 

Clause 1: Minimum Area of Conductors.—A copper 
conductor shall not be less than 113 S. G. G. —20U lb. 
per mile, but presumably, in tle absence of further 
directions, if one uses aluminium or bronze, one may 
use any desired section. The condition as to mechanical 
strength, resistance to corrosion, or whatever considera- 
tion led to the choice of 114 S.W.G. copper could be 
stated, and then one could apply it to other materials. 
The writer suspects there is no real basis for this * cop 
per rule.“ l 

Clause 2: Interval Between Supports.—This is limited 
to 200 ft. This rule is absolutely out of date. There 18 
no reason for a limit irrespective of material used and 
spacing of wires. The factor-of-safety clause protects 
the public, who certainly do not want to see more poles 
than are necessary. In practice, the rule compels much 
awkward and ugly work. It is true the clause states 
„without consent, &c., but who can wait for this when 
a difficulty arises? 7 

Clause 3: Factor of Safer. For wooden poles this 18 
much higher than that used by the G.P.0.— which 
should know—and involves undertakers in much need- 
less expense. Again, poles do not break. If too thin 
they either bend or they eut their way through the 50! 
and tilt long before thev break, so that stays become 
necessary. Nothing is said as to cross arms nor 48 to 
creosote, nor other means for preservation of the pole— 
a most important matter. ‘The regulation also states 
that the pole shall be properly stayed against the í 
of the wind, whereas stays are not ordinarily prev 
for this purpose, the pole itself being designed to W 
stand wind pressure. 


oree 
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The specified wind pressure is much higher than that 
used by the G.P.O., and one is thankful to record that 
we do not need to allow for a combination of added 
weights due to a gale, snow, and birds collecting for 
their autumn migration. 

Clause 4: Attachment of Wires to Supports.—Over- 
head wires should, it is stated, be attached to insulators, 
and so guarded that they cannot fall away from their 
supports. This regulation is not open to criticism looked 
at as a counsel of perfection, but as we live in a world 
of imperfections, the regulation requires redrafting. 
It should be stated that the conductors shall be so placed 
that if they become detached from the insulator, they 
will fall on the insulator support. In passing, it may 
be mentioned that few linesmen realise the need for 
locating wires on the correct side of the insulator, and 
in the case of bracket insulators on the correct side 
of the pole, to ensure this. 

Clause 5: Height of Overhead Line.—'lhis is fixed at 
a minimum of 22 ft., irrespective of the location, lead- 
ing to much waste of valuable timber. Incidentally, a 
low-pressure line has to be two feet higher than a high- 
pressure line! The writer is bound to record that on 
pointing this out to the Board of Trade in 1919, the 
height was reduced in the special case then under dis- 
cussion, but the old figure, 22 ft., continues in the latest 
copy issued by the Electricity Commissioners. 
rect height of a line is obviously governed by its situa- 
tion. Along a hedge or across a moor, 15 ft. is ample. 
We have neither giants nor giraffes wandering about. 
The cost of a pole is probably proportional to the cube 
of its height, so that as timber is so expensive to-day, 
high poles mean dear electricity. The writer is informed 
by farmers that 18 ft. clearance.is ample at field gate- 
ways. Across public roads the headroom should be 
governed by local conditions. It is useless to go much 
higher than existing telephone wires or other obstruc- 
tions. 

Clause 6: Earthed Conductors.—This clause asking 
for the earthing of the mid point of single-phase sup- 
plies is not effective. It is usually arranged that a 
single-phase supply is operated on an earthed outer 
system. 

Clause 7: Guarding of Wires.—This clause defines 
the limit of ‘‘low’’ pressure. Here we have established 
a danger ratio of 125 volts a.c. to 250 volts d.c. There 
is, however, no distinction between a.c. and d.c. in the 
regulations applying inside consumers’ premises. Live 
terminals are easily accessible to the public on con- 
sumers’ premises, so it is not clear why, if the premise 
is correct (that 125 volt a.c. is as dangerous at 250 volt 
d.c.) the logical result of this should only appear in 
the case of aerial wires which are out of reach. The 
writer considers the potential of 250 volts to earth forms 
a convenient and reasonable limit for low-pressure con- 
ditions, both a.c. and d.c. for overhead work. There 
is no scientific reason for considering the potential 
** between wires overhead, and this fact renders the 
structure of Clause 7 technically incorrect. Hence all 
the guard wires which have been erected on 3-wire 
medium- pressure systems represent wasted expendi- 
ture, due to a mistaken idea of the Board of Trade 
officials. 

If faling or fallen wires are to be considered from 
the point of view of shock, this can best be dealt with 
I- suitable protective or earthing devices for both a.c. 
aud d.e. Guard wires are ugly, costly, and of doubtful 
eflciency.. The wording of this clause is confused, and 
winch more detailed consideration should be given 
tə it than is possible in the limits of this article. 
Ir is sufficient to state that a 4-wire a.c. distribution at 
20 volts to earth is an ugly and expensive proposition 
under the regulation, whereas it should be one easily 
and cheaplv carried out. ‘The alternative to such dis- 
tribution is a high-pressure line, which, curiously 
enough, is much more easily run under the present 
high-pressure regulations than is a low-pressure line— 
presumably because the high-pressure regulations are 
more recent. 


The cor- ` 


Clause 8: Service Lines.—'This clause is excellent; it 
is, moreover, a model of lucidity and common sense. 
It effectively protects domestic servants from the pos- 
sibly unpleasant results of curiosity, and the wash-lady 
cannot, without a ladder, use the service line for sup- 
porting the family washing. 

Clause 9: Koad Crossings.—An angle of street cross- 
ing of not less than 60 deg. is specified. This is one of 
the worst clauses from all points of view. The Post 
Otlice does not adhere to any such rule. One may, and 
does, actually run overliead lines over public streets and 
footpaths along their length at very slight angles, pro- 
vided the line does not go right across the road. The 
writer knows of a case where an overhead line almost 
crosses a road at a curve, and returns to the same side 
in one span. If, however, a pole had been placed on 
the far side, a better job would have resulted, but the 
regulation would have been contravened. The rule 
cannot, in fact, be kept in the spirit, and it is an 
entirely unnecessary restriction. The regulation pre- 
vents one taking advantage of curves to make a natural 
crossing ; it also causes zig-zag lines, and therefore in- 
creased side stresses, involving the use of stays and 
struts. Generally, it is good for trade, but bad 
engineering; it also makes for ugliness. It would be a 
great improvement from the point of view of safety of 
the public if the 60 deg. rule were cancelled, and the 
factor of safety for lines over public highways were 
specified to be a percentage higher than that required 
for general use. 


THE WORK OF THE LATE LORD RAYLEIGH. 
Pror. ALFRED W. Porter, F.R.S., who has recently succeeded 
Sir Robert Hadtield as president of the AKADAY SOCIETY, 
delivered his presidential address on March 22nd, devoting 
it to the consideration of some of the most striking charac- 
teristics of the scientitic work of Lord Kayleigh. Lord Ray- 
leigh had been one of the founder members of the Faraday 
Society, and he was the first vice-president; but for his 
failing health he would have accepted the presidency on the 
death of Lord kelvin. 

‘dhe outstanding features of Rayleigh’s work in physics 
were its range and precision. The 446 papers he published 
have enlarged our knowledge of physics in all its branches. 
The second quality, reliability and exactitude, is well exem- 
plined in his experimental work in electrical standards—the 
ohm and the electrochemical equivalent of silver. It is note- 
worthy that the value of Rayleigh's ohm ditters by one part 
in ten thousand only from the latest determinations. Striking 
characteristics of his experimental work were the simplicity 
and ingenuity of his apparatus and methods—in this he 
recalled the methods of Faraday. As examples Prof. Porter 
alluded to his design of interterometer and to his elegant 
work on the nature of surfaces and capillarity. He was 
among the first to realise the true meaning of a clean surface, 
whether of a solid or a liquid, and to point the way of attain- 
ing this physical cleanliness. 

Present interest in colloidal phenomena (which may be 
defined as arising from matter in a fine state of division when 
surface forces become all-important), emphasises the curious 
fact that his very last paper dealt with a subject that first 
attracted his attention in 1871, and to which he returned again 
and again, the scattering of light by small particles, and his 
famous theory of the origin of the blue of the sky. In his 
last paper he attempted a mathematical study of the curious 
observations made by Professor Porter himself on the optical 
properties of precipitated sulphur. If light be passed through 
a suspension of sulphur produced by precipitation by acid 
from a hyposulphite solution, as the sulphur particles increase 
in size the transmitted light changes in colour from red to 
blue, green-blue, green-white, and, finally, when the solution 
becomes ordinarily opaque, to white. Unfortunately the 
assumptions Rayleigh found it necessary to make prevented 
hin from arriving at a mathematical solution of this problem. 
In an allied problems however, the colours exhibited by potas- 
sium chlorate crystals under white light incident at varying 
angles, he showed that the phenomenon was due to the 
lamine formation of the crystals; and his solution is of 
considerable importance in that it can be applied to the 
reflection of X-rays from the interior of crystals and utilised 
in elucidating the secrets of crystal structure. 

Rayleigh's researches on surface phenomena led him to the 
study of the important subject of intrinsic pressure in liquids 
and solids, the theory of which was first worked out by Laplace 
on the simple assumption of an attractive force of inverse 
square dimensions between every particle of solid or fluid in 
the body referred to. The earlier theory failed in not taking 
account of the molecular character of these interior forces in 
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bodies, which were regarded as simple Newtonian attractions 
proceeding from point sources. Ihe meeting was greatly 
interested to learn that Prof. Porter is now advancing this 
subject. a stage further, and by introducing into the theory 
of intrinsic pressure the known values of surface tension, he 
has arrived at values for the molecular attraction constant 
and for the power law coetiicient, which works out at the 
i yee of 8.3. 

inally, the address touched on Rayleigh’s work on hydro- 
dynamics, and referred to its great value in our studies of the 
laws of flight. Here he introduced a new method, the method 
of dimensions, which has been very fruitful. The study of 
the sandblasting of glass was adduced as an example or its 
suggestiveness. 

conclusion, brief reference was made to Rayleigh's open- 

minded yet strictly scientific attitude to psychical research. 
It wil be recalled that he was president of the Society for 
Psychical Research. 

The study of the work of a man of the noble tvpe of Lord 
Rayleigh, who devoted his life to the disinterested pursuit of 
knowledge for its own sake, regardless alike of profit, gain, 
or honour, must ever be an example and an inspiration to 
the true student of science. He* was among the greatest of 
England's sons. 

At the conclusion of the presidential address diseussion took 
place on an important paper presented by Mr. S. Field on the 
Electrolytic Recovery of Zinc. This will be reported in a 
subsequent issue. 


NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS, 


AND PLANT. 

Readers are invited to submit particulars of new or improved 
devices und apparatus, which will be published if considered of 
sufficient interest. 

Electric Cloth-cutting Machines. 
The speeding-up of production in clothing factories is as 
dependent on the introduction of labour-saving devices as in 


any other industry. The use of the band knife for the cutting 
of cloth and other fabrics is gradually being superseded by 


Fic. 1.—HRrciPROCATING CLOTH CUTTER. 


more efficient apparatus, such as that we describe below. 
This is a class of work where the use of any other agent but 
electricity to supplant hand labour is precluded, and the 
fractional h.p. motor finds yet another application. 


Fic. 9.—RorARY CLOTH CUTTER. 


Tue Eastman“ cloth-eutting machines supplied by 
Messrs. EDWARD J. GoopwiN, Lto., 508, Mansion House 


Chambers, Queen Victoria Street, E.C.4, fall into two general 
classes—reciprocating and rotary. 

lhe reciprocating model (fig. 1) 1s driven by a motor which 
can develop up to .75 h.p. on an overload. The motor is a 
marvel of compactness, being closely wound and of very 
substantial construction. Ihe weight is borne by a standard 
fixed in a base of ample size. The armature of the d.c. type 
is balanced, and runs on ball bearings giving very smooth 
running and freedom from vibration. The motor speed is 
3.000 r.p.m., and the length equivalent of the cut is as high 
as YOU tt. per minute. A lubrication system is fitted, which, 
while performing its duties efficiently, will not permit leakage 
of oil on to the material being cut. The reciprocating cutter 
is fitted with interchangeable tool steel knife sudes, permitting 
easy and cheap replacement. A guiding handle is titted close 
to the standard to facilitate the following of the cutting line; 
the starting switch is conveniently near to this handle, and 
is operated by a simple movement of the worker’s thumb. 
For the protection of the operator a guard is fitted in front 
of the knife; this is brought down upon the work and locked 
in position, making it impossible to touch the blade. The 
rotary type (fig. 2) is in many respects similar in construction 
to the reciprocating model, but is fitted instead with a circular 
cutter driven by strong toothed gears from the motor shaft. 
The blade is guarded at back and front when the machine 
is working, and a sharpening attachment 1s fitted, which, by 
a simple movement of a lever, brings two hones on to the 
sides of the blade. 

These machines are wound for voltages between 100 and 
950 d.c. and a.c., the a.c. types being made to suit frequencies 
of from 40 to 100 cycles. 

As will be seen from the illustrations the cutters can be 
fitted with a detachable and adjustable lamp bracket to give 
local illumination at the cutting line. 


New Polishing and Buffing Machines, 


Among a number of new types of small buffing and polishing 
machines being made by THE CONSOLIDATED PNEUMATIC TooL 
Co., Lrp., Egyptian House, 170, Piccadilly, W.1, is the 
portable machine illustrated in fig. 3. This is designed for 
use in motor car works, garages, or show rooms where 4 
light and easily transportable machine is necessary. The 
motor is wound for either a.c. or d.c., and the rotor is per- 


I'ia, 3.—A PORTABLE BUFFING MACHINE. 


fectly balanced and mounted on ball bearings giving very 
smooth, noiseless running. A larger machine made by the 
firm has a 1 h.p. motor: ut one end is a coarse buffing disk 
and at the other end a fine polisher. The machine is mounted 
on a standard, and is titted with ball bearings. Either a.c. 
or d.c. can be employed to drive the motor. 


Is Current“ On" or Off "? 


An indicator that tells at a glance whether the current is 
"on " or '' off," for use with electrical devices of every kind. 
has been placed on the market by the BERGHMAN Co., of 
Chicago. According to the Electrical News the device can 
also be used as a socket extension when, for example. 4 
narrow lamp shade is to be used. The indicator consists of a 
solenoid electromagnet set in the upper end of a tube and 
connected in series with the appliance and with the line. A 
small armature with a pointer attached to the lower end is 
placed in the solenoid. When the electro-magnet is energised. 
the armature is drawn up and the pointer indicates ' on. 
When the current is broken the armature falls and the pointer 
indicates off.“ The appliance is inserted, in an ordinary 
lighting socket and has a socket at its lower end for receiving 
the plug of an electrical appliance. 


Water-Power la Germanv.—llerr van Heys, of Cassel, 
formerly director of the Cassel Tramways Co. has been anpointed 
Ministerial Councillor in connection with the Federal Railway 
Ministry for the special purpose of ascertaining in what manner 
the existing water powers can be utilised in connection with the 
supply of electricity in order to counteract the scarcity of coal for 
industrial uses, as a consequence of the Treaty of Peace. It i, 
proposed in the first place to devote attention to the completion of 
the large hydro-electric installations: in the districts of D'emel. 
Eder, Fulda, and Weser, and then to deal systematically with all 
other water-powers in the country, 
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EMBEZZLEMENT OF E. T. U. Funps. 


AT Sheffield on March 31st, Harold Harris, a branch secretary 
of the Electrical Trades Union in Sheffield, was charged with 
embezzling and converting to his own use moneys belonging 
to the Union. The prosecuting solicitor said that defendant 
received a sum of £70 with which to pay some men affected 
by a lock-out. He only paid out £49 6s. of this amount and 
retained the balance. With regard to the charge of embezzle- 
ment, the total sum involved was about £23, but the Union 
was only prosecuting on three small amounts obtained from 
members as subscriptions. These amounts were entered on 
the members' cards, but the defendant failed to make corre- 
sponding entries in the Union’s books. The defendant stated 
that he took over the accounts of the branch in a muddled 
condition, and that the shortage was due to neglect upon 
his own part. The magistrates sentenced him to six months’ 
imprisonment. 


AN UP-TO-DATE BURGLAR. 


AT the Old Bailey, on April 5th, Walter Taylor, an electrician, 
was sentenced to six months in the second division for break- 
ing and entering the counting house of the New Gallery 
Kinema.: A police witness stated that prisoner was in posses- 
sion of a portable electric drill which he connected by about 
50 yards of flex to a lighting point. When discovered 
he had drilled a number of holes in the back of the safe, but 
had failed to penetrate the inner plates. 


€———— 


CORRESPONDENCE, 
Letters receiwed by us after 6 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the f week, Corr should forward their communi- 


cations at the earliest possible moment, No letter oan be published 
wnless we have the writer's name and address in our possession, 


Bi-Metal Auto- Conductor Cable Protection. 


I have read with interest your notes on a system of cable 
protection designed by H. Pfannkuch, in which you called to 
mind my bi-metal system (p. 394, March 25th). 

Both these systems are the same inasmuch as they are 
both designed to the same end, i.e., to save the actual rupture 
due to final cable breakdown, but you will see how curious 
the matter is when I tell you that I was already at work on 
an exactly similar method to that of H. Pfannkuch, in fact, 
I wrote my provisional specification about two weeks ago, 
and had adopted exactly the same way—insulating some wires 
in the working conductors. It looks as if I shall now be saved 
the trouble and expense of continuing. 

I was led to take up the question of protection against 
faults from the inside of a cable outwards because the bi-metal 


Cable Sheath 
Ca a 
£n Z J F 


ZA 
Testing End Jur ena of 3 


Sketches showing diagrams of bi-metal conductor arranged for 
localisation of fault by slide-wire bridge methods. 
The two lower figures are the same. 
a to b = slide wire in each case. 
u to a = Cuatrip. J tol = Zn strip. 


system only deals with faults from outside inwards, although 
most engineers will allow that the latter faults are at least 
95 per cent. of the total, but probably the remaining 5 per 
cent. should be guarded against. 

Further to my article of July 30th, 1920, I may give some 
additional attributes of my system which were not given in 
that article :— 

(a) As to automatic protection. against faults from the 
outside, this can be obtained by using a sensitive relay across 
the two metals, at both ends of the cable, so that when a 
fault occurs through damage to the cable a tripping circuit 
is cut in and the switches are opened, When soil water enters 


the cable at the damaged part of the sheath, some of the bi- 
metal strips only are ullected at first, but as the water travels 
round the cable, more strips are moistened, and hence more 
primary batteries are formed, and these being in parallel, the 
current flowing through the relays is increased, because of 
the decreased internal resistance of the fault battery. 

But as such an early indication. of damage to the cable 
can be obtained by means of a galvanometer, it would, I 
consider, be unwise to trip the cable out of circuit, seeing 
that one would have plenty of tine to unload the cable in 
an ordinary manner, and then to locate the fault on the 
bi-metal strips. The method of tripping.the cable described 
is, however, quite discriminative, t.e., healthy cables are not 
affected, and there is the great advantage that no trans- 
formers are required. 

I give some sketches showing how the bi-metal strips may 
be formed up for fault location by slide wire methods—there 
are others. 

(b) The bi-metal system is useful to the cable manufacturer 
and to the purchaser long before the cable is laid—in fact. 
before it leaves the factory. In most cable specifications it is 
usually provided that each cable length must be in the tanks 
for 24 hours—this is done with a view to ensuring that, if the 
cable sheath is punctured during manufacture, water will 
get sufficiently far into the dielectric to cause a breakdown 
whilst excess pressure is being applied. 

If the cable is, however, furnished with the bi-metals, three 
or four hours in the tanks is all that 1s really necessary, as 
there is only 20 mils or so of paper for the water to soak 
through before a reading sould be obtained on a galvano- 
meter connected across the two metals. In most cable tactories 
the tanking accommodation is none too great, and manufac- 
turers should, therefore, welcome a suggestion to cut down 
the time. 

On the purchaser's side, apart from the saving that should 
be affected by the above, he can assure himself that the paper 


with which his cables are insulated is properly and adequately 


dried before and during impregnation, because there should 
be no reading on the galvanometer, if applicd to any of his 
cables in the factory. If the paper has not been lr 
dried, a reading will be obtained. "This test should be specially 
useful on dry-core air-space telephone cables, and could be 
used as a method of indicating the well-being of tbe cable 
during laying, if the outer ring of conductors were formed 
up with two metals. The method can be used by the manu- 
facturer with advantage whilst the cables are being dried in 
the vacuum tanks. 

The above matter should be read in conjunction with the 
article of July 30th last. 

L. R. Lee. 


. Electricity Works, Manchester. 
March 98th, 1921. 


Synchronous Iuduction Motors and Power Factor. 


Referring to the letter in last week's issue of the ELECTRICAL 
REVIEW relative to the above, the industry should be grateful 
for having this method of improving power factor brought 
to their notice. 

Although it is hardly possible to employ existing induction 
motors for this purpose, the ratio of rotor to stator ampere 
turns being insuflicient for stability, we are prepared to con- 
struct self-starting and self-synchronising motors of all sizes 
with self-contained exciters. These machines are capable of 
starting against two and a half times full-load torque and 
synchronising against full-load torque. 

The only control gear required is a three-pole switch for 
the stator and a liquid starter for the rotor, the whole opera- 
tion of starting being practically the same as with the ordinary 
slip-ring induction motor. If desired, the user can employ a 
shunt regulator for the exciter, by means of which tbe power 
factor can be adjusted as desired. 

We have supplied and have under construction a large 
number of these motors with outputs of from 50 to 800 B. E. p., 
and with leading power factors of 0.6 to unity. 


Crompton & Co., Ltd. 
Chelmsford. 
April 4th, 1921. 


Payment According to Ability. 


Referring to Regular Reader's letter, I served a term 
of apprenticeship with a well-known Lancashire firm, and 
during that period I was a student at a technical college. No 
doubt all your readers are well aware that 50 per cent. of our 
new ideas and methods are taught at technical institutions; 
therefore, the student at that time has an advantage over the 
man of the “Regular Reader class, simply because he 
(“Regular Reader) has never had the latest ideas and 
methods taught him. (By that assertion I do not wish to 
insinuate that“ Regular Reader“ is not a first-class man.) 
Therefore, I cannot imagine how a man who has long been 
out of his apprenticeship, as Regular Reader " states, is a 
better man than the average man who has just completed a 
term of technical and pructical training. Another point I 
should like to emphasise is that we are not all gifted with the 
same intelligence, therefore we cannot all shine in our respec- 
tive callings. If there were a little less cant amongst British 
workmen I feel confident that with good management the 


. — ———;— S 


442 


IHE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol. 88. No. 2,263, APRIL 8, 1921, 


unemployment problem would be partially solved. Probably 
Regular Reader has never looked on the domestic side 
of his argument—that for every married man who fails to 
obtain work, there is at least one other, who 1s suffering 
anxiety at the saine time. as regards a foreman or manager 
being able to distinguish his clever men and his men who 
probably are quite willing, but cannot grasp the situation as 
quickly as men of Regular Reader's category, he is well 
aware, but as a rule he will stretch a point, for the simple 
reason that he knows that the slow man 1s less liable to be 
confused than the man who hurries his work on purpose to 
do twice as much work as his workmute. I sincerely hope 
that Regular Reader will reverse his opinion on the point 
that a man of 21 is not nearly so good as the man of 40; 
everyone requires a living. no matter whether he be possessed 
of quick intellect, or of dull intellect. 
Broad Minded. 


April Ind, 1921. 


Wiring iu Ferro-concrete Factories. 


I have read with interest the correspondence regarding 
wiring in ferro-concrete structures. I fail to note that either 
'" Inquirer," Mr. Purday, or Phase," mentions any in- 
stances where C.T.S. is unsuitable; I should be pleased to 
hear of any job for which C.T.S. is unsuitable. 

I know of one job where a 3-core C.T.S. is supplying an 
electrically-driven pump in a sewage tunnel now under con- 
struction; water is continually on the cable, rocks are falhng 
around it, workmen handling it, trucks occasionally running 
over it, but still it carries on." I have used a considerable 
amount of it in my time, and in nine cases out of ten, it is 
far ahead of conduit in my estimation. Regarding Mr. Brook- 
ing's suggestions re taking action against persons making 
libellous statements, in such cases the manufacturing firm 


should obtain the opinions of people usiug their product, and' 


then ignore the libellous person. 

If Phase himself was a bootmaker, for instance, and 
some person made a remark about his boots being unsuitable 
for certain duties, if he himself knew they were suitable for 
any duty, then I say Phase would adopt Mr. Brooking's 
attitude. 

But the vital point is: Is C.T.S. suitable for all jobs, or 
only certain jobs? I invite Inquirer, Mr. Purday, and 
Phase to name any job for which it is not suitable. As 
a reader of the Review for a considerable period, and finding 
it very fair in its dealings, let us have fair play. 

Two Phase. 

April 4th, 1921. 


An Electrostatic Phenomenon. 


I am interested to note that Mr. Cooper has also noticed 
the green cloud" in a 6-volt motor bulb. I noticed this 
effect on handling a 6-volt side lamp of the vacuum type. 
The lamp in question does not alwavs light up, as if the 
filament is intermittently open-circuited. The '' green cloud "’ 
only appears after the lamp has been burning and is, there- 
fore, warm and dry, and if I moisten the bulb the effect 
disappears. The merest touch is sufficient to produce the 
green glow. None of the other bulbs behave in this way. 
and I shall be glad to know why this particular bulb is in 
this sensitive condition. 

K. Youughusband. 

Hawarden. 

March 31st, 1921. 


Mr. Luckiesh aud the Sheringham Daylight. 


Mr. Luckiesh is evidently quite determined to '' pass judg- 
ment on my invention. This, of course, he would be en- 
titled to do if he had made a first-hand examination of it, 
but it is a pity. I feel, that he should in the meantime make 
statements which I fear may mislead your readers. 

Mr. Luckiesh, in the letter you have just published. calls 
into question the permanence of the Sheringham reflector. 
Here. it would seem he is again referring to bis own experi- 
ments and not to my invention. : 

The colours used on the Sheringham reflector are among 
the most permanent in existence. but, what is more impor- 
tant. is that—thanke to the assistance of one of the leading 
industrial chemists in this countrv— we have discovered a 
medium for mixing with the colours and for applying them 
to the metal of the reflector. which renders the colours heat 
proof and. while keeping the purity of the colours—as in 
their powder form—is to a great extent waterproof. So far as 
we can ascertain this medium has never before been used for 
admixture with pigments. Till now we have not nublishec 
thia information. and therefore Mr. J.uckiesh could not. of 
course, he aware of these facta; bnt had he not fallen into 
the error of assuming a knowledge of the Sheringham reflector 
he would. doubtlesa, not have included the remarks in bis 
letter on the question of permanence. 

I do not want to follow Mr. Tinckiesh’s example and draw 
comparisons between the two methada of producing artificial 
davlight—doubtless both have their special usefulness, and 


time and practical tests alone can show to what different 
purposes (in what is undoubtedly u vast held) the two dillerent 
inethods are best suited. 

I entirely reciprocate Mr. Luckiesh's good wishes, and hop 
for the future no further inisunderstandings will arise. 

With regard to the misquotation, your Editorial Note, sub. 
joined to Mr. Luckiesh's letter, seems to me to say all tha 
need be said. 

George Sheringham. 
Frognal. 
April oth, 1921. 


City and Guilds Examinations. 


With further reference to my letters, dated January 3lst, 
1921, and March 22nd, 1921, on the subject of the discontinu- 
ance of the City and Guilds first and second-grade examina- 
tions in all electrical subjects, it is interesting to note that 
the disastrous effect of these cancellations, which I have pre 
viously mentioned, is now being realised by educational 
authorities, and I have pleasure in enclosing herewith a 
cutting from The Times Educational Supplement, dated 
March 31st, 1921, which shows clearly the feeling of those 
interested in the technical education of the present and future 
generations. 

Trusting this belated resolution will interest you and your 


readers. 
Gus. C. Lundberg. 
London. 
April lst, 1921. 


[The extract relates to a resolution of the Guildford Educa- 
tion Committee, approving of resolutions passed at a recent 
Conference of Directors of Technical Institutes in Surrey, to 
the ellect that the discontinuance of the examinations was 
regrettable, that a system of examinations was necessary to 
ensure an accepted standard of proficiency and its recognition 
by employers, and to provide an incentive to study, and that 
steps should be taken to secure the re-establishment of the 
system or its equivalent. With all of these we heartily agre. 
—Eps. ELEC. Rev.] 


A Transformer Problem. 


Whilst working with a Scott transformer on which one fuse 
had blown on the 3-phase side (not due to a fault on the trans- 
former) I measured the voltages on the 2-phase side and found 
them to be as follows :— 

A Phase, 28 volts. B Phase, 420 volts. 


By replacing the blown fuse and taking out one of the others, 
the voltages on the 2-phase side were found to be the sue 
as above. Again, by replacing this fuse and taking out the 
third fuse the voltages were as follows :— 

A Phase, zero. B Phase, 400. 


The transformer is 3-phase, 6,600 volts; 440 volts, 2-phase. 

At the time of testing, the supply voltage was 6.900 volts. 
I am not quite clear about these voltages, and would be obliged 
if anyone could inform me how to account for them. i 

cott. 


March 31st, 1921. 


[If our correspondent makes a diagram of connections of the 
Scott system, he will see at once why the above results were 
obtained. Apparently in the fifth line A and B shoud 
he interchanged. In the first two cases the primary of trans 
former A Was in series with part of the primary of transformer 
B: in the third case the primary of transformer A was cut 
out and the whole of fhe primary of transformer B was active. 
—Eps. Exec. REv.] 
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The Real Wealth of Nations. 


In your issue of March 4th, your critic accepts as correct 
the statement that of themselves neither capital nor labour. 
nor the two of them together, can produce wealth at all, and 
that only when they are harnessed to brains and skill can 
they become productive. but he omits to explain to your 
readers why this truth is generally unrecognised. 

Value being the measure of wealth, just as volume is tbat 
of water, the failure of the economists to discover 8 unit 
value. or to measure wealth. has led them to invent the law 
of supply and demand, according to which no article has aly 
value unless there be a demand therefor. In consequence: 
goods have no value immediately upon their production. i 
that the brains and skill utilised therein cannot. after all. 
claim to be the producers of wealth, in spite of the pretenc 
of vour critic. " 

Further. according to this same law, “ carrving goods » 
those that want them“ increases their value (it is in reality 
the price and cost which increase), whereby the trans 
workers and handlers of goods, always the least menta" 
endowed members of the community. are the creators ; 
Wenlth. T maintain. therefore. that this law is also respon?l 
for Bolshevism, which can well be defined “ar the claim . 
unskilled manua! lahour to produce wealth, and therefore 
control its distribution.” 
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It is also through acceptance of this luw that your critic 
thinks it inevitable that when things are scarce people will 
charge more for them, or that robbery and profiteering are 
the basis of civilisation. On the other hand, were a unit 
of value recognised in the daily necessaries of iite of the 
average man with the average family, the control of the price 
of this value would become obvious, in order that the wage 
of the most unskilled labourer could purchase the necessaries 
for himself and his family. "This would allow of the establish- 
ment of a real living wage, based upon the size of the family, 
and remove the principal cause of strikes, whereas, according 
to the law of supply and demand, wages must always depend 
on the demand tor labour, and be a matter for strife. 

Your reviewer is quite unjustilied in stating that I suppose 
the cost of production to be constant, and although it is true 
that the cost = mz +e, it can, in spite of your critic, be 
expressed as the necessaries of lite of the workers, direct and 
indirect, and their dependents, ignoring, of course, the loss 
of any irreplaceable raw material. 

The statement attributed to me '' that the sale of luxuries 
at home is injurious, yet if sold abroad their sale way benefit 
the producing country is another misrepresentation, for what 
I did say was " that an excessive home price for a luxury 
benefits one section of the community at the expense of 
another, whereas a high price for such exports does benefit 
the nation, because it 1s thereby entitled to receive a greater 
quantity of foreigu commodities in exchange." 

Your critic sums up my book as an attempt to prove that 
only by means of an adequate system of protection can a 
country be really wealthy," from which it would appear that 
he has "skipped ” the first two parts, in which the limit 
of a nation's well-being 1s set out without considering foreign 
trade at all. Further, my justification. for the reservation 
of the home inarket for our skilled industries 1s bused, again, 
on the measurability of wealth, and the proof that a skilled 
workman produces a greater value per hour than an unskilled 
one. Indeed, the moment it 1s recognised that one industry 
is better for a nation than another, the necessity for protecting 
such industries becomes apparent. And engineering is the 
best industry of every country! 

Your critic's suggestion that wealth can only result when 
production exceeds purchasing power muy be comprehen- 
sible to an economist, but any engineer could realise that the 
purchasing power of a people is the umount of goods they 
have available for exchange, and that this is exactly equal to 
the total production. 

It is evident that your reviewer has entirely failed to grasp 
the real principles of my book, viz., the measurability of 
wealth, the possibility of a reward for every man according 
to the value of his work, and the right of every nution to 
an independent economic existence. 

The possibility of a new civilisation depends, therefore, upon 
the rejection by all scientific minds of the economic fallacies 
propounded during the past 150 years, the fruit of which is 
visible in the universal discontent existing to-day. 


Alassio, Italy. J. S. Hecht. 
March 14th, 1921. 


[We shall adhere to the resolution expressed in our review 
of Mr. Hecht's book, and decline to be drawn into a con- 
troversy. We find this the easier, since Mr. Hecht's letter 
answers itself, to a great extent. We cannot suppose that he 
takes exception to our acceptance of one of his own statements, 
and those who wish to go further into the reasons upon which 
this view—correct, as we think—is founded, will do well to 
buy the book and read it. It is no part of the duty of a 
reviewer to condense the book for the benefit of the reader 
who is too busy (or thinks he is) to read it for himself; and 
we cannot see authorg thankjng reviewers for such a course 
of action, were it possible. The reviewer's work is done when, 
to the best of his ability, he has criticised a book from the 
standpoints of its literary and scientific (or artistic) value. 

We do not plead guilty to having misrepresented any of 
Mr. Hecht's statements. If we have misrepresented any of 
his views, it is because our view of the meaning he intended 
to convey may have differed from his own. We were pre- 
pared. as we said, to be told that we had not read the book; 
and we did not expect to convince Mr. Hecht of the correct- 
ness of our views where they differed froin his. He must. 
therefore excuse us if we are not convinced of the correctness 
of his views where they differ from ours.— THE Revirwer. ] 


Third Harmonics. 


In the interesting article on The Influence of Transformer 
Connections on Third Harmonic Voltages and Currents," by 
Mr. Austen Stigant, appearing in your issue of March 11th, 
there is a small error in figs. 5 and 6, and in Table I. Since 
the e.m.f. is at each instant equal to the rate of change of 
flux. a smooth flux wave without ripples cannot give ripples 
to the e.m.f. wave. The induced voltage can only be zero 
at points where the flux wave is horizontal. In the given 
flux waves, this occurs but once in each half cycle, not 
several times, as the ripples would require. 


J. B. Stansfield. 
Newport M .). 
March 2th, 1921. 
[Several letters are held over.—Eps. Ergo. Rev.) 


DENMARK’S FUEL SUPPLY. 


Coal, constituted one-seventh of the value of Denmark's 
foreign purchases last year. Taking the nine months ending 
September last, for which exact figures are available, Den- 
mark imported some 1,600,000 tons of coal and some 324.000 
tons of cinders and coke, for which she paid 376,000,000 kr. 
Before the war the Danish coal bill was about 40,000,000 kr. 
yearly for some 3,000,000 tons of coal and coke. 

With this huge fuel bill, no wonder attentioh has turned 
to the derivation of power for industry from other sources. 
Reference to this question is made in H.M. Commercial 
Secretury's report on the economic situation in Denmark, 
which has just been published by the Department of Overseas 
Trade. At present the large electric power stations on the 
islands are mainly driven by steam or oil engines. On Jut- 
land, however, efforts are being made with some success to 
harness water power, while in other cases plants have been 
installed in which peat can be used as fuel. In some ot the 
latter cases the farmers have made arrangements whereby 
electricity is delivered to their farms from the high-pressure 
systems in return for peat delivered by the farmer to the 
power station. 


The general question of the further de- 


Electrical velopment of the use of electricity is 
Schemes attracting the interest both of the Govern- 
Planned. ment and of such institutions as the 


Chamber of Manufacturers.. Schemes are 
under discussion for the generation of electricity bv means of 
windmills, and also for a more general utilisation of the water 
power available. The suggestion is still being canvassed that 
electricity might be transmitted from one or other of the 
great water power stations of Norway or Sweden to some 
point on the coast of Jutland, whence it could be distributed 
over the peninsula and linked up with already existing or 
contemplated local power stations. H.M. Commercial Secre- 


‘tary admits correctly enough that the realisation of this scheme 


would be exceedingly expensive in view, he says, of the length 
of submarine cable required. Its advocates maintain, he adds, 
that it would be economically sound so long as the c. i. f. price 
of coal in Denmark exceeds 50 kr. per ton. It may here he 
mentioned that the average c.i.f. price per ton of coal in 
Denmark from January to October last vear was 155s., or 
taking the kroner at 95 to the £. say. 200 kr. On the Norwe- 
gian side, however, it was stated in the report of the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade on Norway, recentlv reviewed in 
these columns: ''It would apnear improbable that such 
transmission will become a practical proposition in the near 
future.” 

Engineering industries generallv suffered last vear under 
the high cost of fuel and raw material, the future of certain 
sections being further jeopardised by German comretition. 
The branch that would seem to be in the most satisfactory 
condition is that manufacturing electric motors and dvnamos. 
Of these there has been no inconsiderable export both to 
Sweden and Norwav, and also to other markets, while there 
is also a considerable demand in Denmark itself, where small 
electric motors are much used in agricultural districts. 


There are considerable peat bogs in 
Denmark, particularly in Jutland. and 
various proposals have been put forward 
for a rational development of some of the 
largest of these peat bogs. It is suggested that in the neigh- 
hourhood of the Vildmoserne in Jutland industrial undertak- 
ings, such as steel, metal, and glass works should be erected 
and supnlied by electrical power developed from the peat, 
perhaps in conjunction with power derived from the water- 
power station on the Gudenaa, which is rapidly approaching 
completion. 

No definite steps have, however, as yet been taken to 
realise these nlans. On the other hand, a fuel committee has 
heen established, one of the principal duties of which will 
be to studv the anestion of the develonment of the Danish 
supplies of fuel. It may he added that besides the peat bogs, 
some brown coal is found in Denmark. 

In 1914 190,000 tona of peat were produced, and no brown 
coal. During the war, however. and the twe vears since the 
armistice, the vearly production has heen 90.000 tona of brown 
enal. and 200.000 tons of peat. while the output during the 
current year has again been materially increased. 

The private working of the neat bogs proceeded actively 
during the year, and efforts are being made to establish offices 
throughout the country. wherebv a standardisation will be 
secured of the peat offered for sale. 

In view of the incrense in the use of neat, boilers capable 
of using the fnel economically and effectively should be able 
to find a market in the country. 


Considerable interest is being shawn 
thrauchont the conntro in the nge of oil 
. fnel ta ren!ace coal. Same nttemnta have 
heen mnde tn alter existing plant with this 
object. and recently the Danish State railwava have heen 
experimenting in this direction. The hich cost of fuel oil. 
and the diffienltien attendant on the constriction of adeannte 
storage tanks have, however, up to the present, prevented any 
general adoption of this form of fuel. 


Power 
from Peat. 


Oil to 
Replace Coal. 
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. Bankruptcy Proceedings. —ERNEST ALBERT GOODINGS, 
trading as Goodings & Son, The Grove, Watlington Street, Reading, 
Berks.. motor and electrical engineer.—The first meeting of 
creditors was held recently at 14, Bedford Row, London, W.C. It 
was stated that debtor commenced business in 1911 as an electrical 
engineer at Staines, with no capital, but in 1912 he gave it up and 
went into employment until the end of 1918. In January, 1919, 
he commenced business as a motor and electrical engineer with 
about £40 capital. He had no business premises at firat, but did 
work at owners’ houses. The creditors began to press him in 
September, and seven had obtained judgments against him. He 
estimated his liabilities at £240, due to about 30 oreditors. The 
matter was left in the hands of the Official Receiver for summary 
administration. 

L. P. Howse and G. H. B. SNELL (Howse & Snell), electrical 
engineers, 6 and 8, Duke Street, Margate.—First meeting, April 
8th ; public examination, April 30th ; both at Canterbury. 


Company LIquldatlons.— FLUOBUNDUM FLAME CARBONS, 
LTD.—Particulars of claims were to be sent to the liquidator, 
Mr. F. N. Clarke, 4, Pavilion Buildings, Brighton, by April 6th. 


Dissolution of Partnership. — ARc ELRCrBICAL Co., 
dealers in electrical supplies, Trevelyan Buildings, 52, Corporation 
Street, Manchester.—Messrs. L. Backhouse, C. H. Thornton, and 
A. 8. Penn have dissolved partnership. Debts will be attended to 
by Messrs. L. Backhouse and C. H. Thornton, who will continue 
the business under the same style, and at the same address. 


Trade Announcements.— Messrs. G. S. PEckHAM & Co., 
have been appointed agents for Messrs. Rhodes Motors, Ltd., 
Riverside Works, Doncaster, for shipping, as wellas for London 
and South of England. Correspondence should be sent to either 
Rhodes Motors, Ltd., at Doncaster, or 4-5, New Compton Street, 
London, W. O. 2. New Telephone No. Gerrard 7388 ; telegraphic 
address: ‘Switches Westcent." 

The business of the ORIENTAL TUBE Co., LTD., steel tube 
makers, West Bromwich, Birmingham, has recently been acquired 
by the General Electric Oo, Ltd. Mr. E. H. Dowler, who for 
upwards of 22 years has held the position of managing director, 
is vacating that position. l 

Mn. V. C. Banors, electrical engineer, of Egham and Staines, has 
opened premises at 75, London Road, Camberley. 

MESSRS. VICKERS-PETTERS, LTD., have opened their new offices 
and showrooms in conjunction with Petters, Ltd., at 75B, Queen 
Victoria Street, London, E C. 4. Various types of Petter oil engines 
and Vickers-Petter semi-Diesel orude oil engines are exhibited in 
the new showrooms, where a full technical and commercial staff is 
engaged. The company's head office and works are situated at 
Ipswich, while there are branch offices and showrooms at 163, 
Hope Street, Glasgow, at 140, Victoria Street, Bristol, and at 30, 
Lower Sackville Street, Dublin ; the last of these has been recently 
opened. 

888 HERBERT MoRk RIS, LTD., Loughborough, state that their 
Bheffield branch office has been removed from Cairns Chambers, St. 
James Street, to Montgomery Chambers, Hartshead, Sheffield. The 
telegraphio address and telephone number are as before, viz.:— 
Telephone No. 2400 Central; telegrams : Comorris. 

MB. D. M. EDWARDS, many years manager of Messra. Nettlefold 
and Sons, Ltd., has now joined Messrs, Baxter & Cuunter, Ltd., as 
their representative. 

Messrs, W. E. WEEKES & Co., electrical and telephone engineers, 
inform us they are opening a new showroom at No. 79c, Tottenham 
Oourt Road, W. 1, and are open to receive catalogues and price lists 
of heating and cooking apparatus, fittings, shades, &o. 


Catalogues and Lists—THE Epison Swan ELECTRIC 

'Co., LTD., Ponders End, Middlesex.—Lesflet No. BB 216, dealing 

with Ediswan Acme” acoumu!ators, showing construction of 
positive and negative grids. 

BRITISH INSULATED AND HELSBY CABLES, LTD., Prescot, Lancs. 
—Publication P 169, a leafist showing a new and improved type of 
jointers’ tent frame, with dimensions and prices. 

THE B.E. Co. (oF LONDON AND BIRMINGHAM), Lro., Hendon 
House, 57, Upper Thames Street, E.C. 4.—An illustrated price list 
of Hendon lamps, vacuum and gasfilled. 

THE ENGLISH ELECTRIC Co., LTD., Queen's House, Kingaway, 
W. O. 2.—Pablication No. 225 (51 pp).—A splendid example of 
publicity matter. giving illustrations and full details of the con- 
struction of English Electric steam turbines. The brochure gives 
many illustrations of the coastractional shops, as well as a list of 
sets in use in all parta of the world, and a station lay-out for two 
10,000-kW seta. 

THE A. & A. ELECTRICAL Co., LTD., 13, Farringdon Road, E.O. 1. 
—List A 24, an illustrated and priced leatl»t deal in z with motor-car 
interior lighting fittings, including roof and side lights, with 
switche:, &c. ; List L 25, a priced pamphlet of incandescent electric 
lamps for house, train, and automobile lighting, &.; also a price 
list of small drawn-wire lamps for automobiles. 

Messrs. Higes Bros., Sand Pits, Birmingham.—' Monthly 
Magazine,” Vol. III, No. 2, containing stock lists and prices of a.c. 
motors and d.c. motors and dynamos, and usual items of utility and 
humour. 

THE ELECTRICAL APPARATUS Co., LTD., Vauxhall Worke, South 
Lambeth: Road. S.W. 8.—Leaflst M 6, giving illustrations, dimen: 
sions, and prices of moving-iron ammeters and voltmeters. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Messrs, W. GoopYEAR & Sons, LTD., Dudley.—An illustrated 
publication (8 pp.) giving details of the Greenbat industrial 
electric track, of which Messrs, Goodyear are the sole distributing 
agents. 

Messrs, GILLESPIE & BEALES, Amberley House, Norfolk Street, 
Strand, W. O. 2.— An illustrated price list and a descriptive booklet 
of various models of the Nilfisk vacuum cleaner. 

THE ELECTRIC STREET LIGHTING APPARATUS Co., The Foundry, 
Canterbury.—An illustrated pamphlet dealing with the longi- 
tudinal lighting Jantern invented by Mr. Haydn T. Harrison, 
giviog types of lanterns and lighting curves and diagrams. 

MESSRS, CHARLES CHURCHILL & Co., LTD., 9-15, Leonard Street, 
Finsbury, E.C. 2. Abridged catalogue No. 44 (96 pp.).—An 
extremely comprehensive catalogue of machine shop equipment 
and small tools. This gives details aud illustrations of milling 
machines, gear cutters, key-seaters, drills, boring machines, shapers, 
profilers, and practically everything else which goes to make up 
the equipment of a modern engineering shop. 

Messras, RICH & BUNDY, 114-13, New Road, Ponder's End, N. 
—Three leaflets giving details and revised prices of electric 
toasters, hot-plates, kettles, fires, &c. 

AUTOMATIC AND ELECTRIC FuRNACES, LTD., 281-283, Gray's 
Inn Road, W.C. 1. Heat Treatment Bulletin, No. 27, The Effect 


of Overheating High Carbon Steel," by L. W. Wild, M. I. E. E. 


] THE FALKIRK IRON Co., LTD., Falkirk. —Leaflet giving illustra- 
tions and reduced prices of Falco” electric irons. 


Book Notices.—Zhe Engineer's Year-Book for 1921, 
Edited by H. R. Kempe, M. Inst. C. E., &c., and W. H. Smith. 
Pp. 2,697, and figs. London: Crosby Lockwood & Sons. Price 
30s. net.—This valuable publication continues to expand, the 
twenty-eighth edition possessing an additional hundred page 
The many and varied sections have been brought up-to-date, and in 
some cases entirely re-written and re-arranged. In the electrical 
engineering section a note on mercury vapour rectifiers appears for 
the first time, but the recent developments in radio-telephony 
appear to have been overlooked. The usual features for facilitating 
research are retained, the index being a very good guide to the 
subject matter. The five-language glossary of trade terms is still 
present, and the legal notes have been reinforced by the inclusion 
of one or two new judgments of the Courts. 

„The Mining Electrical Engineer." Vol. I. No. 6. Maroh, 1921. 
Derby: The Association of Mining Electrical Engineers. Price le. 
net monthly.—The present iesue contains several papers And 
attendant discussions, among which are :—'' Some Considerations 
on Modern Illumination, by H. Girdlestone; ' Some Considera- 
tions in Regard to Low-tension Switchgear,” by R. Gregory. &o. 

" Proceedings of the Physical Society of London." Vol. XXXIIL 
Part II. February 15th, 1921. London: Fleetway Press, Lia. 


. Price 6s. net. 


" Proceedings of the Belfast Association of Engineers, Session 
1919-20." Vol. I, No. 6 (62 pp.). Belfast: The Association.—The 
papers embodied in this issue include Wireless Communioations 
in the War," by Major R. Stanley, B.A.; “The Ultimate 
Structure of Matter," by Mr. W. C. Ward; and " Fuels,” by Prof. 
H. Wren, D.Sc. 

" Arithmetic of Telegraphy and Telephony." By T. E. Herbert 
and R. G. de Wardt. Pp. viii + 188; figs. 38. London Sir L 
Pitman & Sons, Ltd. Price 5s. net. 

“The Decimal Educator,” Vol. III, No. 11, March, 1921 (20 pp.). 
London: The Decimal Association. Price 6d.—The present issue 
contains the secretary's quarterly report, and articles upon “A 
Metric Motor Factory " (Messrs. Higgs Bros.), ‘‘ A Decimal Policy " 
(Australia), "The Teaching of Decimals,” and A Metric Bill in 
the U.S.A. Congress. 

“ The M. and C. Apprentices’ Magazine," Vol. V, No. 17. Price 
3d. (to employés), —The spring number contains the usual interest- 
ing notes, articles and illustrations, among which is & memoir of 
Prince Kropotkin, by Mr. Sam Mavor. 

“Tidal Power." By A. M. A. Struben. Pp. xii + 116, 13 figs 
London : Sir I. Pitman & Sons. Price 2s. 6d. net. 


German Exports to Sweden.—The Board of Trades 
statistics relating to imports into Sweden, show that importa from 
Germany are beginning to tak» an absolutely preponderating place 
in some lines, such as leather articles, chemical producta, glass, 
clay articles, electrical machines, electrodes, incandescent lamps, 
instruments, and bicycles. Out of 59,000 tons of rails, over 29,000 
came from Germany. Feuter's Trade Service (Stockholm). 


E.D.A. Activitles.—W e have received two of the latest 
publications of the British Electrical Development Association, 
Hampden House, 84, Kingsway, W.C. 2, from the Director and 
Secretary. One is an illustrated booklet (E.D.A. 145), entitled 
“The Home of 1921—Electricity for Ease and Comfort." This 
describes, in an interesting manner, the home beautiful 
rendered possible by the introduction of electricity for all domestt 
purposes. The reproductions of interior photographs are particu- 
larly good, and give their message of health and cleanliness very 
distinctly. The other publication is also an illustrated booklet 
(E.D.A. 139). This refutes the time-honoured phrase, " Womans 
work is never done," by an exposition of the new order of things 
brought about by electricity in the home. These two booklets are 
written in a very lucid style, and should be in the hands of every 
housewife, ö 
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Reduction of Wages.—In connection with the negotia- 
tions now in progress on the reduction of wages in the industry, 
the Engineering and National Employers' Federations have 
prepared a statement dealing with the present trade situation, in 
which every cauie is explained and weighed, and which finally 
winds up with a collection of examples of orders lost through the 
present high cost of production in this country. The complica- 
tions of the foreign exchange situation are dealt with at consider- 
able length, and it is shown that the depreciat/on of the European 
exchange is due both to inflation of currency and to inability to 
export on account of low production. In short, the apparent 
over-production at the moment in this country is attributed in 
part to under-production elsewhere, and also in part to low 
individual output here, which has forced up British prices to such a 
level that people abroad either cannot, or will not, buy British goods. 
The solution of the troubles as to wages and profit is indicated in 
the sentence, " If output per hour is high, there is no inconsistency 
between high earnings per hour and a low wage per piece." The 
probable future course of the cost of living is analysed, and it is 
shown that if the decline in wholesale prices is fully reflected in 
dae course in retail prices, there ia no reason why by December 81st 
next the cost of living should not be down to about 66 per cent. 
above the pre-war level. This figure, of course, is only put forward 
in a tentative way. Immediate action in reducing the cost of 
production is urged as the only way to prevent a vast increase in 
unemployment. The statement concludes: “ It is the considered 
opinion of the employers that a definite reduction in hourly rates 
and an increase in individual output are both necessary, The effect 
of the reduction on the standard of life will depend on the fall in 
the cost of living and the extent to which the workpeople maintain 
and inorease their actual earnings by a greater intensity of 
outpat.— Daily Telegraph. 

On April 1st the conference held at Carlisle between the Federa- 
tion of Engineering and Shipbuilding Trades aud the Shipbuilding 
Employers’ Federation terminated in a refusal by the employés to 
agree to any reduction in wages. The question discussed was the 
discontinuance of the special increase granted to the workers 
during the shipping boom and for which no justification now 
exists owing to the enormous falling off in the industry. The 
employers refused to submit the matter to arbitration, and the 
employés’ side bas decided to ask the Minister of Labour to inter- 
vene in order that a stoppage at the end of the present month may 
be obviated. 


Applications for British Trade Marks.—Appended is a 
summary of the recent applications for British trade marks in 
respeot of goods and articles connected with the electrical trades 
and industries :— 

Sangamo. No. 406,833. Class 8. Electrical instruments. 
Sangamo Electric Oo., 1,084, Converse Avenue, Springfield, III., 
U.8.A. August llth, 1920. 

Emeralite. No. 411,699. Class 13. Electric lamps (ordinary). 
Globa Wernicke Co., 222, Kensal Road, London, W. 10. January 
19th, 1921. 

Rayonite. No. 411,631. Class13. Switches, sparking plugs, &c. 
Ward & Goldstone, Ltd., Salford, Manchester. January 18th, 1921. 

Andaco. No. 411,822. Class 13. Electric irons. Hans P. 
Hansen, trading as the Anglo-Danish Commercial Co., 29, New 
Bridge Street, London, E.O. January 24th, 1921. 

S (letter combined with Grecian lamp design). No. 868,947. 
Class 13. Metal filament incandescent electric lamps. Siemens 
Bros. & Co., Ltd., Caxton House, Westminster, S. W. 1. August 
26th, 1920. 

Newcastle Graphite (lettering combined witb design). No. 
409,254. Class 4. Graphite products for electrical purposes. The 
Newcastle Graphite Co., Ltd., Prince Consort Road, Hebburn-on- 
Tyne. October 25th, 1920. 

Herculo. No. 411,190. Class 50. Insulating preparations (elec- 
trical) of asbestos, mica, resin, oil or bitumen. Bell's United 
Asbestos Co., Ltd., 693, Southwark Street, London, S. E. January 
4th, 1921. 


Forthcoming Exhibitions. — CORRECTION. — We regret 
that our announcement of the Building Trades' Exhibition at 
Olympia, in our last issue, gave the duration as from April 1st to 
30th. We are informed that the exhibition commences April 12th, 
and remains open until April 26th. 


Cheap Labour and Efficiency.— Speaking on Industrial 
Unrest as a Factor in Progress," at Caxton Hall on March 30th, 
Mr. John Baker, of the Iron and Steel Trades Federation, said that 
millions of people were being starved to death in an attempt to 
adjust economic forces. To-day they were going on just as 
blindly as in past centuries, and had failed to learn from the 
records of history and experience. Industrial unrest was due to 
the fact that a number of the employing class thought that any- 
thing was good enough for the other fellows, whilst Trade Union 
leaders were out to extract as much as possible from the employers. 
There are still, I am afraid, continued the lecturer, the lineal 
descendants of the old slave-owners amongst us, with the slave- 
owners instinct for cheap labour. Employers have got to get rid 


"of their antediluvian notion as to what is a fit wage for the 


working man before they can hope to make any progress." "They 
had to get rid of the idea that 308. a week was the limit to which 
the workman was entitled. There should be no limits to the 
amount of wealth of anyone except that of production, and each 
ought to see to it that the question of weslth production and dis- 
tribution received due consideration, s0 that all might have & 
batter time. Daily Telegraph. 


“Poor Germany." — Under the heading of Poor 
Germany," the Industrie Electrique (quoting from a German paper) 
points out that during the month of January the increases in the 
os pital of share companies concerned with electricity reached the 
figure of 190,500,000 marks. Among the 16. companies whioh 
during that month augmented their capital were the Brown- 
Boveri Co., of Mannheim, from 55,000,000 to 75,000,000 marks ; 
the Rheydt Cable Co., from 10,000,000 to 25,000,000 marks ; the 
Pöge Co., of Chemnitz, from 12,000,000 to 24,(00,000 marks ; the 
South German Cable Co., from 8,000,000 to 24,000,000 marks ; the 
Rheinische Gesellschaft. from 20,000 000 to 24,000,000 marks; and 
the Berlin Insulated Cable Co., from 14,500,000 to 26,000,000 
marks. 


New French Electrical Companies.— There bas been 
formed at Paris a company under the style of L'Outil Eleo- 
trique Francais for the carrying-on of an established eleotro- 
mechanical business. The capital is 150,000 fr., and the offices of 
the company are at 99, Rue du Faubourg du Temple. 

At Grenoble has been embodied the Société des Ohsudiéres 
Francaises for the manufacture of a special type of electric boilers. 
The capital is 250,000 fr., and the works are at 10, Plaoe Victor Hugo. 

At Lyons has been established & company under the style 
of Berruet et Pradat, with & capital of 150,000 fr., for the manu- 
facture of, and trade in, manometers, and other instruments of 
calculation and precision. Offices, 7, Chemin Saint Sidoine. 

Force et Lumière Electrique de la Rozdille is the title of a com- 
pany started at Point du Jour, Faubourg de Crooq (Creuse) for the 
development of a waterfall on the River Rozeille, for the genera- 
tion of light and power for industrial and private uses. 

Under the style of Léo Lévy et Alfred Monnier (Lampes Nels), 
has been formed a company at Paris (11 bis, Rue Torricelli), for 
the manufacture and sale of electric glow lamps. The capital is 
fixed at 200,000 fr. 


U.S. Exports of Electrical Goods.—The exports of 
electrical goods to foreign countries for December were valued at 
$13,812,251, compared with $6,665,660 for the corresponding 
month in 1919, or an inorease of $7,146,591. For the 12 months 
ending December, 1920, the total exports amounted to $101,990,075, 
an increase of $12,900,364 over the 1919 figures and an inorease of 
$42,006,469 over the total for the 12 months ending December, 
1918.— Reuter's Trade Service (Washington). 


A New Swedish Wireless Company.—A new company has 
lately been formed in Stockholm with the title of the Svenska 
Aktiebolag Trädles Telegrafi. 


Calendar.—THE METROPOLITAN-VIOKERS ELEOTBIOAL 
Co., LTD., has issued a wall calendar for 1931. Monthly date slipe 
from April onwards appear beneath an excellent Girl " study. 


A Satisfied Cousumer.— Messrs. WaTSON MARSH AND 
Co. (BRoNDESBURY), LTD., write :— The half-page advertisements 
appearing in your valuable paper have proved there is no better 
medium, inasmuch as we have received applications for samples and 
orders from all over England, Ireland, Scotland, and Wales, except 
on the last occasion." 


Lead.— Reporting on April 2nd, Messrs, JAMES FORSTER 
AND CO. state:—" The tone of the market has been steady 
throughout, but almost entirely of a professional character, the 
rise in values being due chiefly to " bear " covering and a small 
amount of buying forward for speculation. Arrivals this 
month have been about 15,000 tons, a sufficient quantity in face 
of the almost complete absence of business from consumers, who 
report a very stagnant trade demand, while there is little or n 
inquiry for export." l 


Catalognes Wanted, — The Controller, Government 
Stores, Russian Buildings, Jerusalem, is desirous of receiving 
trade catalozues of any class of stores for placing in the catalogue 
reading room. Oatalogues may be in English, Arabio, Hebrew, 
or French, and should, wherever possible, be priced. 

The London and Hull Shipping Co., Ltd., 20, Minories, London, 
E. 1, wish to receive catalogues, price lists, &o., of electrical 
machinery, switchgear, cables, and accessories. 


For Sale, — Wolverhampton Corporation Electricity 
Department has for sale eight steam-driven " E" type Underfeed 
Stoker Oo.’s mechanical stokers; Walthamstow Urban District 
Council Electricity Department invites offers for the purchase of 
three disused gas engines and dynamos, rated at 160 kW each. 
For particulars see this issue. 


The Miners’ Strike.— Reports received from various 
parts of the country appear to indicate that elestricity under- 
takings and similar works found themselves in a better position at 
the beginning of the miners’ strike, last week, than upon ‘the 
previous occasion of a coal stoppage. Halifax had a full two 
months’ supply; Leeds, aided by the advent of " summer time," 
had sufficient for a few weeks; owing to the factories in the 
district having been on short time recently, the Bradford stocks 
were very high. Burnley was less fortunately placed, having 
barely sufficient for three normal weeks. Birmingham, both as 
regarded the municipal services and manufacturers, was very well 
stocked, owing to the recent s'ackness in industry. In London 
the coal stocks were said generally to be sufficient for five weeks 
normal running. The proclamation of the existence of a “state 
of emergency," on April lst, gives the Government powers to 
supervize and restrict the distribution and use of coal, : 
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LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES 


Accrington.— BULK SUPPLY INQUIRY.—The Corporation 
is ascertaining from the Blackburn Corporation if it will be 
possible, and on what terms, to secure a bulk supply of electricity 
from the new generating station at Whitebirk. Accrington 
recently applied for sanction to borrow further sums of money in 
connection with the proposed extensions to its own works, and the 
Commissioners have made the suggestion that Blackburn should 
be approached. In the meantime, an application for a supply from 
the Oswaldtwistle district is being held in abeyance. 


Birkenhead.—H vpbRo-EkLECTRIO SuRvEY.—Messrs. Sir 
Alexander Binnie, Son & Deacon have reported to the Birkenhead 
Corporation with reference to suggestions as to the possibility of 
obtaining electrical energy from the Alwen Reservoir. 


Brighton.—CavusE oF FAILURE.—At a meeting of the 
Shoreham Harbour Trustees, it was stated that a recent failure of 
the Brighton electricity supply was due t^ the blocking of con- 
denser pipes by silt disturbed by a passing vessel. A stoppage due 
to similar causes recently occurred at Dundee. 


Burnham-on-Sea.—lINQUIRY.—4Àn inquiry was held, last 
week, respecting the application of the Electric Light Oo. for 
power to increase the maximum cost of electricity to 1s. per unit. 
The Urban District Council, at the last moment, decided to offer no 
opposition. 


Canada.—MoNTREAL.— The complicated network of 
overhead lines which is a feature of the business district of 
Montreal, is to be replaced by underground cables in conduits. 
The coat of the work, which is estimated at $200,000, will be borne 
by the municipality, which wil! sell the old cables and rent the 
underground lines to the power and telegraph companies 
concerned. 


Carlisle,—PRoPosED New Sration.—The Electricity 
Committee has instructed the engineer to prepare a report with 
plans, and an estimate of the cost, of proposed new electricity 
works, near the sewage disposal works at Willow Holme. 


Continental.— SovuTH JuTLAND.—The Kolding municipal 
council has adopted a project for the supply of electricity to the 
eastern part of South Jutiand from the Kolding electrical works 
and Harte power works. The cost of carrying oui the project is 
estimated at 15 or 16 million kroner.—Reuter’s Trade Service 
(Copenhagen). 

FRANCE.—The shareholders of the Compagnie Electrique de la 
Loire et du Centre recently held an extraordinary meeting to con- 
sider the question of guaranteeing the issues of bonds projected by 
ita associated companies, the Socié é de la Haute Isère and the 
Energie Electrique de la Basse Isére, with the object of carrying 
out certain extensive works. The Haute Ieère company was 
recently constituted for the development of a namber of falls on 
the Isère and its feeders, estimated to yield a total of 100.000 h.p. 
At present only one fall—the Viclaire Fall—is actually under way ; 
its capacity is reckoned at 40,0L0 h. p., but it is not expected to be 
in full working order for two or three years. The Basse ere 
company is building, at Beaumont. Monteux, a large hydro-electric 


station of a capacity of 35,000 h.p.. and erecting a 120.000-V trans- 


mission line to Saint Etienne and Saint Chamond. To carry oat 
these works the company proposes to raise its share capital from 
18,000.000 to 24,000,000 fr., and to issue new bonds to the extent 
of 12,000,000 fr. 

A concession to build a 25,000-h p. generating station on the 
River Maronne has been applied for by the Socié é Civile d'Etudes 
des Forces Hydraulios du Massif Central. A dam, 50 metres high, 
will create a reservoir of 80,000,000 cb. metres content, with a fall 
of 200 metres, yielding an average of 17,000 kW anda maximum of 
80.000 kW. Two side falla may supplement these figures by 
1,000 kW. 

The Groupement des Houilléres du Nord et du Pas-de-Calais, in 
conjunction with the Socié:é Eleotrque des Houil ères du Pas-de- 
Cala s, has established a large central generating station at Dourges, 
the capacity of the plant being 24 000 kW. "The same group of 
collieries is contemplating the establishment of a number of addi- 
tional generating stations of 60,000-kW capacity in conjunction 
with the collieries in the North of France, 

GERMANY —The Times Berlin correspondent reported, on April 
and, hat as a protest against the manner of the death of the Com- 
mupist Sü.t, who was shot while trying to escape from his guard, 
the Berlin municipal electricians were planning a 21 hours’ atrike 
for the day of the funeral. The Communists wanted the strike to 
continue until all Communist prisoners awaiting trial had been 
released. 


Darwen.—Loan SancTIONED.—The Electricity Commis- 
sioners have approved of the borrowing by the Town Council 
of £15,524 in respect of various transformers and apparatus for the 
supply of electricity from the neighbouiing town of Blackburn. 


Doblin.— Pustio LIORTI Na Costs.—It is announced 
that the origins] Corporation estimate for public lighting during 
the coming year, which amounted to £80,000, was, after consulta- 
tion between the Lighting Committee, and the Estates and Finance 
Committee, reduced to £60,000, 

"CuRFEW" HOURS ALTERED.—The hours of the military 


“ Curfew have been altered again from 8 p.m.—5 am. to 10 pm. 
—ba&m The consumption of electricity will not be increased a 
great deal, however, owing to the commencement of "Summer 
time." 


Dondalk.—BuLK  SuPPLY  DzcLmED.—The Urban 
Council has declined an offer by the Dundalk Linen Co., of a supply 
of elestricity, the chairman of the Electricity Committee remark. 
ing that they would soon have to provide additional plant. 


Electricity Districts —SourTm-WEsT MIDLANDS.—Tbe 
Electricity Commissioners announce that the time within which 
objections or representations may be made, or schemes submitted, 
in connection with the above-named district, has again been 
extended from the Jast day of March to June 30th, 1921. 

East MIDLANDs.—A similar extension of time has also been 
made in the case of this district, the date having bsen altered from 
March 31st to July 30th, 1921. 


Foleshill,—OPPosrrION TO COMPANY'S APPLICATION.— 
At a meeting of the Foleshill (Coventry) Rural Council held last 
week, it was decided to adopt & recommendation of the Bedworth 
Farochial Committee. to oppose the application by the Midlani 
Electric Light and Power Co, to the Electricity Commissioners, for 
permission to supply Bedworth Parish with electricity. The clerk 
to the Council said the company wished to charge 18. a unit for 
electricity, in order to prevent anyone else coming into the district. 
The Council was against any company having a monopoly. 


Glasgow.— Report ON EXPLOSION.—The explosion in 
November last of a steam pipe at the Port Dundas power station of 
the G:asgow Corporation electricity department was due, according 
to the Board of Trade inquiry report, to the defective welding of 
the flange of the pipe, accentuated by the method of jointing the 
flanges with corrugated metallic rings and paste within the bolt 
circle. The evidence at the inquiry showed that since 1911 Mean. 
Stewarts & Lloyds had turned out some 60,000 welded flanger, 
and this was the first case known to them where a flange had been 
pulled off a pipe. A modification of their welding process now 
made such an occurrence even less likely to occur. 


Grangemouth.—Gas ron Hovusrs.—The Corporation his 
agreed that owing to the difference in cost between installing gu 
and electric light. it has no alternative but to adopt the cheaper 
method of lighting, namely, gas, at the municipal houses. The 
burgh engineer reported that the cost of gas lighting was £7 ICs. 
per house, and of electrio lighting £12 10s. 


Grimsby.—ExTENsross. — The Electricity Committee 
has recommended the expenditure of £41,000 upon sub-station 
buildings, transformers, e h.p. feeders, &o. 


Halifax.—Matns  ExTENSIONS.—The Tramways and 
Electricity Committee proposes to lay direct current feeders daring 
the coming summer from the electricity works to several parts of 
the district, at an estimated cost of £8,555, 


Leeds.— INCREASED RESERVE FuNDs.—At a recent 
meeting of the City Council, Ald. C. H. Wilson proposed that the 
maximum amount of the reserve funds of the waterworks, 
gasworks, and electricity undertakings be increased to £50,000 for 
each undertaking, and that a resolution of March 19th. 1908, 
fixing these amounts at £25,000 each be varied accordingly. He 
said these funds should not be available for repairs or renewals, 
but set aside for use only for very special purposes. such as the 
repair of a serious breakdown at any one of the undertakings. The 
resolution was adopted. 


Leyton.—ExTENSIONS.—At a meeting of the Electricity 
Committee the electrical engireer reported with referenoe to appli: 
cation for supplies of electricity in connection with proposed new 
works in Lea Bridge Road and as to prospective applications in 
connection with other works which will doubtless be erected in the 
vicinity. The Committee recommends that the engineer be 
authorised to prepare a scheme for the supply of power at 400 
volta from transformers at the sub-station site at the junction 
of Charch Road and Waterloo Road, which will cost approximately 
£16,000. 


Liverpool. — FORESHADOWED EXTENSIONS.—At a meeting 
of the Tramways and Electric Lighting Committee on April lst 
the chairman forecasted expenditure on fresh plant amounting to 
83,6 0,000, owing to the fact that the demand for electricity had 
overtaken the Committee's resources. 


London.—JsLineton.—The Borough Council announces 
that in consequence of the continued increase in the oost of the 
production of electricity, it is compelled to increase the price of 
electrical energy for all porposes, as follows ;— Units at Id., or 
under, a further increase of 30 per cent., making 150 per cent. 
increase on pre-war prices; uaits above ld a further inoresee of 
30 p-r cent., making 100 per cent. increase on pre-war prices. 
The increases will commence with the midsummer quarter? 
account. Daily Telegraph. 

POWER FROM KENT COAL.—AÀ correspondent to the (Mbserrer 
refers to the generation of power for Berlin by the u-e of lignite 
deposits 78 miles distant, and suggests that the Kent coalfield could 
do the same for London. The deposits in Kent were calculated by 
& Coal Commission to be about 6,000 million tons generally of good 
calorific value, 
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HACKNEY.—At a meeting of the Borough Council, a member 
objected to an advertisement warning prospective consumers to 
have their installation work executed by a firm paying Trade Union 
rates, as otherwise the Council's employós might refuse to connect 
up to the mains. This was characterised as gross tyranny, and the 
Councillor said that the Corporation was bound to connect up a 
consumer under pain of a daily penalty of £2. The chairman of 
the Electricity Committee asserted that the Council had never yet 

to connect up a consumer's installation, but his statement 
was queried. 


Londonderry.—Bomss at Power Station.—Doring a 
riot outbreak in Londonderry on April let, bombs were thrown at 
the city electricity supply station, Strand Row, but it is believed 
they were really intended for a military post at that point of the 
road. Fortunately, no damage appears to have been done to the 
station, but two civilians who got in the line of fire were wounded 
and were afterwards treated in hospital. 


Maidstone.— Marss ExTENSIONS.—The Town Council 
has decided to extend and reorganise the electricity mains in the 
Postley Road district at an estimated oost of £1,543. 


Manchester.— Loan.—The Electricity Committee has 
recommended the City Council to apply for sanction to borrow 
£20,000 for the provision of service mains. 


New Zealand.—PRoPosED AUCKLAND POWER BoARD.— 
At a meeting of local authorities recently held in Auckland, it was 
decided to proceed with the formation of a power board for the 
Auckland isthmus. The Minister of Public Works, who originated 
the scheme, said that a large power district meant economy in 
control and distribution. The project would cost, if carried out 
within 10 years, a total of £60,000,000, but the work would have 
to be done in steps as funds became available. 

LARGE EXPENDITURE SANCTIONED.—The Department of Over- 
seas Trade notifies us that Orders in Council have been made 
sanctioning the following loans, all or part of which are to be 

ded on electrical development :—Auckland City Council, 
& 500,000 ; Invercargill Borough Council, £81,600, and £60,000 for 
the erection of power transmission lines at Springs-Ellesmere. 


Queensferry.—PowER FROM FACTORY.—Àt a special 
meeting of the Hawarden (Flintshire) Rural Council, it was 


intimated that the War Office had submitted an agreement for the , 


supply of electricity in bulk from H.M. Fastory, Queensferry, for 
Obester and the Deeside district. The proposed agreement is of 
two years’ duration, subject to 12 months’ notice on either side ; the 
joint committee to bear all the necessary expenditure to make the 
supply available; £4 108. to be paid per kW for power up to 
3,000 kW, and £4 per kW afterwards; the joint committee to pay 
the costs of generation, that is, wages, fuel, water, oil, maintenance 
and repairs, plus 7} per cent. 


Reigate.—PRoPOSED ALTERATIONS.—At a recent meeting 
of the Town Council, the chairman of the Electricity Committee 
submitted the proposals of Messrs. Handcock & Dykes forthe improve- 
ment of the electricitysupply. He stated that the nominal capacity 
of the station was 760 kW, but the effective capacity was only 
670 kW. It was proposed to substitute two 220-kW Diesel sets for 
three of the four existing steam sets, thus adding 190 kW to the 
capacity of the station. These would cost £20,587, and the cost of 
switchgear, transformers, and new sub-stations would amount to 
an additional 4 15,000. This improvement would meet the needs 
of consumers for the remainder of the year and next winter. The 
consultants then recommended the purchase, in 1922, of two 
500-kW Diesel sets, at a cost of about £45,000. The report was 


adopted. MNA 


— e D ISS Tr 

Rotherham. —OPENING or New STATION.—It is expected 

thes the formal inauguration of the Corporation's new power 

station will take place on July 20th next, and it is stated that, 

probably, the Prince of Wales will attend to perform the opening 
ceremony. 


Stalybridge.—PRicE  REDucTION. — The Stalybridge, 
Hyde, Mossley and Dukinfield Joint Board has made a slight 
reduotion in the cost of electricity supplied to mills and other large 
consumers, and it is hoped to make a further reduction shortly. 


Taunton.—ExTENSION OF SUPPLY.—The Town Council 
having received applications from persons in the area of the Rural 
District Council between Staplegrove and Bishop's Lydeard for a 
supply of electricity, has decided to carry out extensions to that 
district. 


Walthamstow.—SLipiIna ScALE.—The Electricity Com- 
mittee states that it has oonsidered the report of the electrical 
engineer as to the desirability of iucreasing the price charged for 
the supply of electricity for power purposes in the event of the 
average price paid by the Council for the supply of coal to the 
electricity works exceeding 43s. per ton. The Committee recom- 
mends that the electrical engineer be authorised, if he considers it 
necessary, to increase the charge by ‘Old. for each 6d. by which the 
average price paid for coal exceeds 438. per ton. 


York. — HousiNG AND ELEcrRiciITy.— The Housing 
Commiesioner for Yorkshire has objected to the York Housing 
Committee providing electric lamps and shades in the houses on 
the Tang Hall estate, York. The Committee has requested him to 
reconsider his decision.— Yorkshire Post. 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Birkenhead.— POSITION or UNDERTAKING.—At a special 
meeting of the Town Council, when oonsideration was given to the 
budget for the ensuing year, it was stated that the Electricity Com- 
mittee gave nothing to the relief of the rates and asked for nothing. 
It was claimed that the tramway department was one of the best- 
managed concerns, and one of the best financial businesses in the 
country. In eight years it would be free from debt. 


Bolton, — Waces INCREASE. — In redemption of a 
promise made last December, the Tramways Committee has offered 


an advance of id. per hour, or 3s. a week, to motormen, conductors, 


cleaners, overhaulers, general labourers, and overhead linesmen, in 
its employ. This is an adjustment to the level of the wages paid 
in similar towns, and it will mean an increase in the annual wages 
bill of about £7,000. 

prolonged 


Cork.— TRAMWAY STRIKE ENDED.—The 
strike of the employés of the Cork Electric Lighting and Tramway 
Co., on the wages issue, has been settled, a 5s. per week increase all 
round being granted. 


Edinburgh.—TRAMwAY ELEOTRIFICATION.— The tram- 
way manager has drawn up a report on the arrangements for con- 
verting the city tramway system from mechanical cable to elec- 
tricity. He emphasises the desirability of changing over without 
any stoppage in the tramway traffic. The various routes to be 
taken in hand first are enumerated. Some of the latest top-covered 
cars are to be converted for use as electric cars. The cost of elec- 
trifying all the routes mentioned is estimated at £825,195. 

FREE PASsES.— In the course of discussion at a meeting of a 
sub-committee of the Tramways Committee, on the question of free 
passes on the tramway system, it was stated that passes issued to 
councillors, officials, and others cost the ratepayers about £28,000 
per annum. : 


Glasgow.— VISITS or INSPECTION.—With a view to 
securing information which may be of use when the oontemplated 
big tramway extension scheme is brought forward, the Tramways 
Special Committee on Extensions has appointed a deputation to 
visit Leeds, Bradford, and York to make inquiries as to the railless 
trolley system. 


Great Britain, — RatLway ELECTRIFICATION PROGRESS. — 
The electrification of the railways, particularly of lines carrying 
suburban traffic, is being considered by & number of the big 
companies, but nothing further is likely to be done until the 
railways return to private control and the Electrification of 
Railways Advisory Oommittee has presented its report. The 
Advisory Committee has now been sitting for over 12 months; an 
interim report in July recommended standardisation both of 
methods and appliances. The companies which are contemplating 
the electrification of portions of their lines include the London and 
North-Western, the Midland, the Great Kastern, the North-Eastern, 
the London and South-Western, and the Londov, Brighton, and 
South Coast. Financial considerations ente: largely into all such 
schemes. Few companies are in a good position to face the capital 
expenditure involved. On the other hand, Sir Herbert Walker 
pointed out recently that the effect of electrifying the suburban 
lines of the London and South-Western had been to double the 
number of passengers carried, and that while the cost of working 
electrified lines was double what it was before the war, the cost of 
working by steam was now more than three times as great as in 
1914.— Tu,, Times. 


Lelcester.—CoLLISTON.— Last week a tramcar was pro- 
ceeding along the London Road, when it ran into a wagonette which 
had broken down upon the tramway lines, aud which was being 
repaired. The vehicle was completely smashed, but the car escaped 
with a broken window. There was no personal injury, although 
one or two passengers complained of shook. 


Liverpool. — INCREASED  REvENUE.— During the first 
three weeks in which the 2d. minimum fare has been in operation 
on the Liverpool Corporation tramways, the receipts show an 
increase of £14,708 on the corresponding three weeke of last year. 


Sunderland.— THRouGH-RuNNING UNREMUNERATIVE.— 
The Corporation Tramways Committee has decided to inform the 
Sunderland District Tramways Oo. that it cannot continue the 
present through-running arrangement on the Corporation's 
Grangetown route. Alderman New, chairman of the Committee, 
recently stated that through-running was resulting in a loss to the 
Corporation equal to £4,000 per annum. A deputation has been 
appointed to discuss the matter with the compeny's repre- 
sentatives, 


Tees-Side. — MUNICIPALISATION OF TRAMWAYS.— On 
Saturday, April 2nd, the Tees-side tramways which were owned by 
the Imperial Tramways Co. Ltd, were handed over to the 
Corporations of Stockton, Middlesbrough, and Thornaby. The 
purchase price is stated to have been £ 100,000. 


Wallasey.—ErrEcr or Fare INOREABE. During the 
first 28 days that increased fares have been in operation on the 
Corporation tramways, over 10,000 passengers per day less have 
been carried. The minimum fare was increased from ld. to 14d. 
Nevertheless the revenue for the period, compared with the oorres- 
ponding period of last year, showed an increase of £1,064. 
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TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Chlua.— WIRELESS STATION AT SHANGHAI.—The United 
States Department of Commerce on March 29th announced that 
work will shortly be commeroed on the erection of & wireless 
station at Shanghai under the terms of the agreament arrived at 
between the Chinese Government and the American Federal Tele- 
graph Co. It is anticipated that the task will be oompleted 
within 18 months, when it i8 believed that it will be found possible 
to establish direct wireless communication across the Pacific with- 
out the help of relay atations, It is also proposed to establish 
additional stations at Peking, Harbin, and Canton. 
middle of Febcuary a message from New York stated that. after an 
inquiry had been made into the alleged activities of a British com- 
pany to have the American contract abrogated, the State Dapart- 
ment had notified China that the U.S. Government would regard 
as an unfriendly act China's cancellation of the contract with the 
American Federal Telegraph Co. for the erection of & high-powered 
wireless plant at Shanghai. It was also added that the State 
Department was in communication with the British Foreign Office 
on the subjeot.— Reuter's Trade Service (Washington). 


France.— The Société Indépendente de Télégraphie Sans 
Fils has just installed a wireless plant on board the Emile 
Duchemin, belonging to the pilotage service of the Lower Seine. 
Two other ships of the service are likewise undergoing similar 
equipment, the Puuysr-Quertisr, and the Richard Waddengior, and 
a wireless station is to be erected at Rouen. By these means the 
pilots will be able to easily intercept ships arriving in the Havre 
roadstead and forward iuformation to Rouen of their port of 
departure, and the nature of their cargo. From Rouen they will 
be informed whether the ship should go up the Seine, or wait till 
her berth is free. 

NEW WIBREBE?8 STATION.—The powerful wireless station of 
Sainte Assise, near Mélun (Seine-et-Marne), the firat stone of which 
was lately laid by the French Sous-Sécretaire d'Etat, is intended to 
link up the French capital with ita most distant colonies, and 
so make that country independent of foreign couatries. The 
transmission station will consist of a Earopean and an overseas 
section. The plans include the erection of 16 250-metre high- 
standards supporting a 3,000-metre antenna. The latter and the 
earth lines will call for 214 metrezof bronze, copper and steel wire. 
The power developad will amount to 5,000 h.p., the total capacity 
of the motors and generators being 10,000 kW. The buildings 
will cover an area of 8,000 sq. metres. Eight telegrams can be 
forwarded at once, and seven received, rising to 14 on pressing 
occasions. Telegrams will be received at a central wireless bureau 
at Paris and forwarded to Sainte Assise. The constructive works 
are expected to take two years to complete, but the European trans- 
mission station will probably be ready to work in a few months. 


Jersey.—PROPOSED ACQUISITION OF THE TELEPHONE 
SERVICE FROM THE GOVERNMENT.—The Jersey States on March 
29th discussed the advisability of purchasing the telephone system 
from the Government, and to that end, says the Financier, a 
Committee has been appointed to obtain full details as regards 
price, &c., and to report later. 


United States.— PRESS TELEGRAPH RATES.—Marconi's 
Wireless Telegraph Co., Ltd., announoes that its Press rates to and 
from New York are to be increased to 34d. per word, and the rates 
to other places in America are also to be advanced. 

WIRELESS CENSORSHIP REMOVED.—The U.S.A. Navy Depart- 
ment announces the removal of all censorship of messages handled 
by the naval wireless telegraph station.— Zteuter's Trade Service 
(Washington). 


Pern.— Marcon! Co. To OPERATE POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS. 
—By agreement with the Peruvian Goverment, Marconi’s Wireless 
Telegraph Co., Ltd., will,on May 1st, take over and operate for & 
period of 25 years the whole of the postal, telegraphic, and wire- 
less services of Peru, receiving as remuneration 5 per cent. of the 
gross receipts of the servic?s and 50 per cent. of the annual profits. 
Sir William Slingo, late engineer-in-chief of the British Post 
Office, who was commissioned by the Marconi Co. to examine the 
postal and telegraph situation, has accepted the position of chief of 
the department, and will act in this position on behalf of Marconi's 
Wireless Telegraph Co., Ltd. The postal and telegraphic conditions 
in Peru are of great interest. Of the approximately 9,000 miles 
of telegraph communications some exist at a height of 16,000 ft., 
notably where crossings are made of the Andes, and of the 
42,000,000 odd words telegraphed annually, a considerable per- 
centage has consisted in the past of traffic for Government depart- 
ments which has been handled without payment. The concession 
. to the Marconi Co. includes the sole and exclusive operation of all 
international wireless telegraph stations within the Peruvian 
Republic, the exclusive right to erect any further wireless station 
that the company may think necessary, and the sole and exclusive 
usufruct in the case of all Peruvian telephone services, except the 
few local ones already existing. It is believed that the modern- 
isation of the posts and telegraphs, and their operation by a com- 
mercial company, will lead to a remunerative business, and that 
with the wider use of wireless telegraphy, especially over the forest 
and southern areas, a large increase in traffic will be recorded, and 
a corresponding impetus given to the development of trade. The 
Times states that the foreign personnel under the Marconi adminis- 
tration is limited to 20 per cent. of the total employés, and the 
Marconi Co. is to advance the requisite funds for the reorganisation 
of the services at an interest rate of 9 par cent. It is expected that 
this advanoe in the firet year will amount to £200,000 sterling. 


About the . 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The date given in parentheses at the end of the paragraph indicates 
the issue of the ELEOTRICAL REVIEW in which the " Official 
Notice" appeared.) 


OPEN. 


Àustralia.—MELBOURNE.—April 27th. Victorian Rail- 
way Commissioners, Spencer Street. Oaustio soda primary oells, 
complete (Contract No. 33,914).* 

ExTENSION 0F DATE.—The Department of Overseas Trade states 
that the time limit for tendering for the telephone switchboard 
recently notified as being required by the Postmaster-General's 
Department at Melbourne (Schedule No. 1,670) has been extended 
from April 19th to May 31st.* 

Post master-General's Department, May 31st. Supply and 
delivery to several States manual telegraph transmitting devices 
(Schedule No. 1,680). (See this issue.) 

May 2nd. With reference to the reoent invitations to tender by 
the Victorian Government Railways for 12 miles of two-core, 
lead-sheathed, wire-armoured 2 200-volt cable, the Department of 
Overseas Trade learns from H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in 
Australia that the Raiiway Department is prepared to give considere- 
tion to alternative offers for cable with the section of each core 
0145 sq. in., in lieu of ‘016 as originally specified. 

June 22nd. Victorian Railway Commissioners. One electrin 
lifting magnet (capacity à ton), one 440-V motor generator. 

June 29th. Supply of 1-ton platform type industrial storage 
battery trucks, also battery charging equipment.—Reuter's Trads 
Service (Melbourne). 


Ballinrobe. — April 23rd Electricity Supply 00. 


Wiring of consumers’ premises. (See this issue.) 


Belgium.—April 11th. The municipal authorities of 
Schaerbeek, Brussels. Supply of a quantity of electrio cable 
Particulars can be obtained from the Service d'Eleotricitó, Hotel 
Commuaale, Schaerbeek. 

April 25th. Deputation Permanente du Limburg. For ths 


‘establishment of an electricity supply in the Gencok-Hasselt-&. 


Trond district. Copies of the specification and plans oan b 
obtained on application to 99, Rue des Flamands, Louvain, while 
tenders, on special forms, are to be sent by registered post to 
Le Gouverneur de la Province de Limburg. Hasselt, Belgium. 

May 27th. The Service d'Etudes et de Controle des Applications 
de l'Electricité, 52, Boulevard du Regent, Brussels, For the supply 
and installation of ten electrically operated capstans in connection 
with the locks on the Upper Scheldt. 


Bridgend.—April 12th. Urban District Council. Elec- 
tricity Department. One 400-kW triple expansion steam engine, 
direct-coupled to an alternator. (April 1st.) 


Cardiff.—April 11th. Welsh National Memorial Aso- 
ciation. Electric lighting plant for the Glan Ely Sanatorium. 
Two 20-kW internal-combustion engine-driven generator sets, 
battery charging booster, switchboard, and battery of acoumulators. 
(March 25th.) : 


Holmfirth.—April 8th. Urban District Council. Elec- 
tricity Department. Erection of additional overhead mains 
(approximately four miles), (April 1st.) 


Jugo-Slavla.— May 1st. The Serb, Oroat, and Slovene 
Ministry of Public Works. Erection of a power-station, main 
conductors and transforming stations in oonnection with an 
electrical scheme at Kostolac for the supply of energy to Belgrade, 
Semlin, &c.* 


London.—H.M. Office of Works. April 12th. Supply 
of electrical labour-in-daywork in the Leeds district, (March 18th.) 

L. O. O. April 18th. 5,500 tons of standard steel girder tram- 
way track rails, lipless track rails and renewable guard rails 
with fastenings. Chief Engineer, County Hall, Spring Gardens, 
8.W. 1. 


Lowestoft.— April 18th. Electricity Department. L.p. 
cable feeder pillars, joint boxes, &o. (See this issue.) 


Manchester.—April 11th. Direct-current switchgear, for 
Dickinson Street generating station. Mr. F. E. Hughes, Seoretary, 
Electricity Department, Town Hall, Manchester. 


New Zealand.— April 19th. Public Works Department. 
H.M. Trade Commissioner has forwarded particulars of a call for 
tenders for 6 000 pin insulators, suitable for a line operating s 
66,000 volta batween phases. Tenders (accompanied by deposit of 
£100) to the Secretary, Publio Works Tenders Board, Government 
Buildings, Wellington. Specifications may be seen at the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Oid Queen Street (Boom 59), West- 
minster, S. W. I. 


South Afrlca.—PRETORTIA.— May 10th. Municipality. 
Switchgear. Tenders, marked “Electric Light and Power 
Department, 1920 Extensions, Oontract No. 5,” to Deputy 
Town Olerk, Municipal Offices, Pretoria, Deposit, five guineas, 


— — 
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Further particulars may be obtained from the general manager of 
the Electric Light and Power Department, or from the consulting 
ipid Mr. G. M. Clark, 40-42, Meischkel's Buildings, Johan- 
nesburg. 


JOHANNESBURG. — June 22nd. South African Railways and 
Harbours. Electrification of Capetown and Simonstown and 
Durban-Maritzburg lines: Overhead equipment of permanent way 
and overhead transmission line, switchgear and aooeesories, and 
trackbonds. (April lat.) 


St. Helens.— April 15th. Electricity Committee. Supply 
and erection of one double girder, hand- operated, ö · ton overhead 
travelling crane. (See this iesue.) 


o lst. Electricity Department. One d.o., 3-wire, distributing 
switchboard, complete with supporting steelwork. (See this issue.) 


* A of the specification, &o., can be consulted at the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 85, Old Queen Street, S. W. I. 


CLOSED. 
Australia, — New So Urn Watts. — P.M.G.’s Depart- 


ment :— 

4,000 switching cords, £1,633.—British General E'ectric Co., Ltd. 

—Tenders 

Victorian Electricity Supply. The Victorian Electricity Com- 
missioners have accepted Messrs. Babcock & Wilcox's tender for 
the conetruaction and erection of an engine-house at Newport 
(Australia) power station. The price is approximately £40,000, 
and the work is to be finished in eighteen months. This period is 
longer than. that specified in some British tenders, but the Commis- 
sioners hawe given preference to Australian manufacturers. It 
wil be remembered that Messrs. Babcock & Wilcox purchased 
twenty &oress last February at Regent's Park, New South Wales, 
for the purpose of erecting a boiler-making and engineering factory 
to coat A 100, 000, and employ ultimately 1,000 hands.— Reuter's Trade 
Service (Mel bourne). 


Birkenhead.—The Electricity Committee has accepted the 
tender of Messrs. George Ellidge & Sons, of Birkenhead, for the 
eection and completion of electrisity sub-stations in Marshall 
Street and Beaufort Road, £3,449. 

Corporation :— 


Five miles of service cables, £1,260.—Bdison-Swan Electric Co., Ltd. 


Halifax,—Tramways and Electricity Committee. A- 


Foundation work for two cooling towers at electricity works, £5,97'.— 
E. & T. Bower. 

Two penstocks for above towers, 230 1.— Hem. Baker & Co., Ltd. 

Steam piping for new boilers and the 10,000-kW set at the electrici y 
20 21.888. Babcock & Wilcox. 


Leith. — Electricity Committee :— 
Electric light installation, Trinity Academy, £898.—J. Goodall & Sons. 


London. — StTgPNuy. — Borough Council. 
Department. Recommended :— 


Annual contract for cable. 0 


W. T. H mley's Tele&raph Works Co., Ltd. (recommended) £28,406 
Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. - 5s ra v * A 24,6.9 
Callender's Cable aod Construction Co., Ltd. 80,580 


Nine other firms were invited to tender, several tenders were incomplete, 
and some firms were unable to quote. 


mile 0225 sq. in. armoured cable. 


Electricity 


British insulated and Helsby Cables, Ltd. (recommended) .. £134 
150 yds. india-rubber-covered cable. 
Wm. White & Co. (recommended).. £ 136 


Manchester.—Tramways Committee. Accepted : — 


Electric welding equipment.—Metropolitan. Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. 
Portable aro welder.—Forest City Electrical Co., Ltd. 


Electricity Committee. Accepted :— i 
Supply and laying of 88,000- V trunk-feeder cables.—British Insulated and 
Helsby Cables, Ltd. 
Overhead hand-power travelling crane.— Middleton Bros. 
Ceble.—Enfield Ediswan Cable Works. Ltd.; Johnson & Phillips, Ltd.; 
Western Electric Co., Ltd.; W. T. Henley's Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. 


Salford, —T:iamways Committee. Accepted: — 


Stores for six months. 


Lamps —Power and Lighting Supplies Co. 

Cables and insulating tapes —L. Andrew & Co. 

Dry cells. — English Electric and Siemens Supplies, Ltd. 

Armature and field coi!s.—P. R. Jackson & Co., Ltd 

Cable connectors.— Ward & Goldstone, Ltd. 

Field coils and commutator spares. — Metropolitan -Vizkers Electrical 


Oarbon brushes.— J. Eades. 

Insulating tape and varnish.—British Insulated and Helsby Cables, Ltd. 
Brake blocks —National Railway and Tramway App!iances Co , Ltd. 
Gear and pinion wheels.—Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. 
Electrical solder.—L. Andrew & Co. 


Tramways Committee. 
N miles of round copper trolley wire.—London Electric Wire Co. and 
Smiths, Ltd. d 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Society of London.—Friday, April 8th. At the Imperial College 
of Science, South Kensington, 8.W. At 5 p.m. Ordinary scientific 
meeting. 

Edinburgh Electrical Society.—Friday, April 8th. At the Philosophical 
Institute. At 8 p.m. E'ectrical] questions and answers. 

Junior Institution of Engineers.—Friday, April 8th. At Caxton Hall, 
Westminster, S. W. At 8 p.m. Questions and general discussion. 

sociation of Engineers-in-Charge.—Saturday, April 9th. At Bt. Bride's 
Institute. At 7 pm. Sooial and dance. 

Wednesday, April 18th. At St. Bride's Institute. At 7.80 p.m. Paper 

on Oil and Colloidal Fuel," by Mr. A. Arnold. 

infham and District Electric Club. — Saturday, April 9th. At the 
Grand Hotel, Colmore Row. At 7 p.m. Paper: Supply of Electrical 
Energy in Birmingham and District,“ by Mr. F. Forrest. 

Manchester Wireless Society.—Saturday, Apri] 9th. At the Albion Hotel. 
At 7p.m. Whist drive and dance. 

Wednesday, April 18th. At the Albion Hotel. At 7.80 p m. Ordinary 
meeting. 

Salford Technical and Engineering Society.—S8aturday, April 9th. At 
the Royal Technical College. At 7 p.m. Paper on *' Correct Lubrication," 
by Mr. A. B. 8mith. 

Institution of Railway Signal Engineers (Lacorp,), — Wednesday, April 18th. 
At the Midland Grand Hotel, St. Pancras, N.W. At 8 p.m. sumed 
discussion on Some Problems of Track Circuit Lay Out.“ 

Institution of Electrical Engineers.—Thursday, April 14th. At the Institu- 
tion of Civil Engineers, Great George Street, 8.W. At 6 p.m. Paper on 
* Magnetos for Ignition Purposes in Internal Combustion Engines,“ by 
Mr. E. A. Watson. 

Informal Meeting.—Monday, April lith. At the Institute of Patent 
Agents, Staple Inn Buildings, High Holborn, W.C. At 7 p.m. Discussion 
on “Some Characteristics and Applications of Multispeed a.c. Motors.“ 
To be opened by Mr. F. Oreedy. 

Liverpool Sub-Centre. — Monday, April 11th. 
University. At 7 p.m. Ordinary meeting. 

North-Eastern Centre.—Monday, April 11th. At the Armstrong Col. 
lege, Newcastle-on-Tyne. At 7.15 p.m. Ordinary meeting. 

East Midland Sub-Centre.—Tuesday, April 12th. At the College, 
Loughborough. At 6.45 p.m. Paper on “Electric Drives for Rolling 
Mills and Colliery Winders,“ by Mr. H. Cotton. 

North-Midland Centre.—Tuesday, April 12th. At the Hotel Metro- 

pole, Leeds. At?7p.m. Paper on Some Developments in Multi-Speed 
Cascade Induction Motors, by Mr. F. Creedy. 
North-Western Centre.—Tuesday, April 12th. At the Engineers’ 
Club, Manchester. At pa Annual general meeting. Paper on Some 
Recent Developments in Steam Turbine Practice," by Mr. K. Baumann. 

Scottish Centre. - Tuesday, April 12th. At 207, Bath Street, Glasgow. 

t 7.80 p.m. Lecture on Wireless," by Dr. J. Erakine-Murray. 


At the Liverpool 


NOTES. 


Automatic Train Control—A demonstration was given 
recently on the North Staffordshire Railway of the Syx auto- 
matic electro-mechanical system of train control which has been 
brought out by the W. R. Sykes Interlocking Signal Co., Ltd. 
Aocording to Engineering, the syatem makes use of a ramp, which 
in the case of the trial equipment on the North Staffordshire 
Railway is fitted in the centre of the track. A tank engine was 
used for the demonstration. If the distant signal is at "danger," 
the action ie purely mechanical, the plunger oontrolling the 
admission of air to the train pipe and engine brake cylinders and 
sounding a warning whistle. If the road ie olear the ramp is 
energised, and electrical means cause a bell to ring in the cab, and 
to hold the brakes off. A re-setting valve is provided in the cab, 
which, however, if the driver fastens down permanently in order 
to cut the apparatus out, admits st:am automatically to the steam 
brake, thus preventing the driver from proceeding. No batteries 
are used on the engine in this apparatus, the ramp only being 
connected with a 30-volt battery cut in and out by a contact con- 
trolled by the signal arm. 


Electricity in the Glass Iadustry.—A contributor to 
Chemical and Metallurgical Engineering describes a number 
of applications of electric furnaces to processes in the glass 
manufacturing industry. A 72-kW furnace is used for anneal- 
ing glassware at a temperature of 2,000 deg. F. This furnace 
is 22 in. wide, 10 ft. long, and 5 ft. high, and is of the 
overhead conveyor type. In one test, several thousand goblets 
were annealed, and during the test 65 of these were taken 
from different parts of the furnace. Of this number 64 were 
found to show absolutely no refraction of light rays, while 
the remaining one had almost imperceptible refraction, and 
under ordinary conditions would have been classed as first- 
grade. It is stated that in a natural gas-fired oven the result 
would have been the reverse. Moreover, in the natural-gas 
oven glass obtains a slight blue finish, while the electrically- 
annealed glass possesses a bright polish. 

The work of fusing bi-focal optical lenses must be done 
at a very critical temperature, besides requiring a uniform 
temperature to prevent strains, and a clean atmosphere to 
prevent spoiling the polished faces of the lenses being fused. 
When the work was carried on originally through gas-fired 
furnaces the loss was approximately 20 per cent., whereas 
the average loss under electrical treatment is only from 3 to 
4 per cent. 

Tests were made to determine the practicability of using 
an electric furnace for vitreous enamelled kitchen ware. 
Thirty-six miscellaneous pieces were fired in the furnace, and 
a most careful inspection showed that the results were perfect 
as to polish, absence of pitting, and general smoothness. Due 
to the ease with which a definite temperature could be main- 
tained it was & very easy matter to get results of the highest 
order with almost no attention. 
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Power Transmission from Norway to Desmark.— As 
was mentioned a few months ago, a Joint Committee representing 
the Governments of Denmark and Norway has been appointed to 
consider the question of the electrical transmission of power from 
the latter to the former country ria Swedeo. Mr. Hjalmar Cassel, 
recently discussing the question in a Stockholm newspaper. stated 
that the present requirements of Denmark were represented by 
40,000 kW, and that this oould easily be quintupled in the future. 
On the other hand. Mr. W. Borgquist, principal of the Swedish 
Hydro-Electric Administration, is reported to have stated that the 
question had not yet been submitted to the Administration. 
Speaking unofficially, he recalled the fact that the problem had 
been discussed at a meeting of representatives of supply works, 
held at Christiania three years ago, when he expressed the opinion, 
from an eoonomic point of view. that it would scarcely psy to 
transmit power from Norway to Denmark until the consumption 
of power in the latter country had been at least doubled. Such 
& scheme would be carried out sooner or later, but he doubted 
whether the time had yet arrived. The project would render 
necessary the adoption of a very high pressure—in Norway a 
preesure o? 200,000 V was proposed— and wovld require & consider- 
able amount of capital, having regard to the phenomena associated 
with the use of high pressures, and that, too, even if the amount 
of power transmitted were only moderate; and the ooal which 
would be economised in Denmark by auch transmission would be far 
from yielding the interest on the capital expenditure. Proceeding 
from the assumption that no other practical alternative existed than 
to transmit energy via Sweden, Mr. Borgquist pointed out that in 
addition to the considerable capital expenditure for transmission 
from Norway to Zealand, a large outlay would also be needed when 
the promoters of the scheme extended the distribution beyond 
Zealand, while, on the other hand, the possibilities of selling energy 
would be inappropriately restricted if the import of power were 
limited to Zealand alone. It was certainly true that about 50 per 
cent. of the total power consumption of Denmark was concentrated 
in Zealand, but this was only estimated at 100,000,000 kWh for 
1920. The sale possibilities would be substantially increased, as 
suggested by Mr. Cassel, if Denmark proceeded generally to intro- 
duce electric traction on the railways and tramways, which would 
. hasten the execution of the scheme. In the opinion of Mr. 
Borgquist, Sweden should adopt an accommodating attitude 
towards any sound project which aimed at the promotion of the 
supply of power to Denmark. A transmission line from Norway 
ria Sweden would follow from Trollehatte to Oresund, the same 
way as the mwedish Hydro-Electric Administration was thinking 
of for the most southern link in the State's electric main line 
system, the first portion of which—the lines from Trollehatte to 
Vasteras — would be brought into service in the present year, aud 
would subsequently be extended to Norrland. It would be a 
natural solution, the principal conoluded, if the Swedish State 
took a hand in the power lines from the Norwegian frontier to 
Trollehatte, and sent on the power with its projected southern 
main line to Oresund, as this would open the possibility for an 
extensive future co-operation between Norwegian and Swedish 
installations. At the same time the possibility already existed of 
delivering surplus power from Swedish hydro-electric works to 
Denmark in such quantities as would at least meet a large portion 
of the power requirements of Zealand. 


The Batti-Wallahs' Soclety.— The tenth annual dinner 
of the Society was held at the Holborn Restaurant on April let, 
when the Preeident, Mr. W. F. Ireland, took the chair, supported 
by a large number of past officials and their wives. An excellent 
concert, interspersed with toasts, succeeded the dinner. The toast- 
list, commencing with The King," inoluded The Society," and 
" The Ladies and Visitors.” Mr, E. Barralet became a lady and a 
visitor for the time being, and responded in his inimitable style. 
The concert programme was provided by Messrs. Harry Heap, E: G. 
ren Maurice Oharles, Mrs. A. J. Greenly, and Miss Amy 

rose. 


Faraday House Old Students’ Dinner. — Old students 
are reminded that the annual dinner will be held at the Holborn 
Restaurant (Venetian Hall) on April 15th, at 6.30 for 7 p. m., 
when Mr. C. O. Paterson, O. B. E., will “be in the chair. A record 
attendance is anticipated, and early application for tickets is 
desirable. A musical entertainment will follow the dinner. 


Cabinet Changes.—Among the many changes in the 
constitution of the Cabinet, announced on April lst, are the 
following :—Mr. F. G. Kellaway, Parliamentery Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, to be Postmaster-General ; Mr. Stanley 
Baldwin, Financial Secretary to the Treseury, to be President of 
the Board of Trade; Bir Philip Lloyd Greame, Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Board of Trade, to be Director of the Department 
of Overseas Trade; Sir Alfred Mond, Bart., First Commissioner of 
Works, to be Minister of Health; and Sir William Mitchell- 
Thomson, Bart., to be Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of 
Trade. Mr.Illingworth is relinquishing the position of Postmaater- 
General on account of ill-health. 


Finsbury Techaical College Old Students’ Association. 
—Tbe annual smoking conoert will be held at Anderton's Hotel, 
Fleet Street, on Friday, April 22nd. at 8 p.m., when Prof. G. T. 
Morgan, O. B. E., D. Sa., F. R. S, will take the chair. Old students 
may obtain tickete, 2s. 6d. each, personally, from the following 
members of the Council ;—(Chemical—Dr. M. O. Forster, F. R. S., 
H. F. Knight, F. I. C.; Electrical -E. W. Moss, A. M. I. E. E., R. P. 
Howgrave-Graham, M. I. E. E.; Mechanical -W. G. Head, M. I. M. E. 
C. F. Cleaver, M. I. A. E.; or by post on application to the Hon. 
Secretary, Mr. H. P. Guy, 209, Northumberland Park, N. 17. 


The Sonoscope.— This instrument, with binaural attach - 
ments, recently placed on the market by the Capac Oo., is manv- 
factured in various standard forms (while special instrumenta can 
ba obtained to order), and is distinotly useful in locating engine 
defects; in its simplest form it comprises a test rod attached to a 
diaphragm plate fixed in a metal cone, to which are connected 
tubes with ear pieces. Whilst the arrangement js, perhaps. more 
particularly applicable to machinery of moderate size, ite uses for 
large plant cannot be ignored, and it may be noted that no sound 
reaches the ear of the operator until the test rod is actually applied 


to a suspected part. Testing is continued until the sound is at a 


maximum, when the nature of the defect may be judged by the 
user. Such features as slack bearings, badly-worn cam gear, &c, 
are recorded with remarkable distinctness, whilst, at the same 


time, it will be appreciated that there is an extremely wide scope 


for the utility of the instrament in various directions associated 
with the running of marine machinery. All outside noises are 
excluded, and the operator can, therefore, detect with speed and 
accuracy the exact portion of the plant which is giving rise to 
trouble, even should the actual mechanism be out of sight. For 
specially accurate work two types of Sonoscope are supplied, one 
carrying indeperdent sounds to each ear, while the other is 
arranged on the binaural principle. An additional device, the 
sonophone, will locate a defect if the instrument is placed several 
feet away from the actual source of trouble, and should be useful 
for testing Diesel machinery.— Motor Ship. 


Belgian Supply Charges.—Some time ago a number of 
Belgian supply companies, each holding concessions in various 
towns or districts, approached the Government with a view to 
securing permission to raise prices for supply in accordance with 
one of the sections of a law passed in October, 1919. A Tech- 
nical Committee was appointed by the Government a year ago to 
investigate the applications, and the report of the Committee was 
recently published. The firat question examined by the Oommittee 
was whether the financial charges now borne by the com- 
panies exceeded those which could have been normally foreseen 
when the concessions were granted, and whether the inorease in 
expenses had been compensated by a growth in the profita, The 
report states that the enormous advance in the cost of raw materials, 
labour, &c., as a result of the war, could not have been predicted 
and the expansion in profits by no means equalised the augments- 
tion in the working expenses. Having reached this conclusion, the 
Committee next dealt with the question what the charge ahould 
be for electrical energy, sold by meter fur lighting purpom 
from steam power stations, if the pre-war rate was 50 centimet 
per kW. hour. The Committee put forward formule for calculating 
what present charges should be for lighting and power purposes 
from steam power stations and hydro-electric works existing prior 
to January lst, 1917, while other arrangements were suggested for 
generating stations established since that time. The report recom- 
mends that the prices should be revised twice a year, in accordance 
with the average price of a specified quality of coal used by the 
State Railways, and a Royal Decree was recently issued authorising 
the increases in charges proposed by the Committee. 


The British Association Meeting.—For the meeting of 
the British Association, which will take place at Edinburgh on 
September 7th-14th, the following presidents of Sections have been 
appointed: Section A (Mathematics and Physics). Prof. O. W. 
Richardson ; B (Chemistry), Dr. M. O. Forster; C (Geology), 
Dr. J. S. Flett ; D (Zoology), Mr. E. S. Goodrich; E (Geography), 
Dr. D. G. Hogarth ; F (Economics), Mr. W. L. Hichens; G (Engi- 
neering), Prof. A. H. Gibson; H (Anthropology), Sir J. Frazer; 
I (Physiology), Sir W. Morley Fletcher ; J (Psychology), Prof. 
C. Lloyd Morgay ; K (Botany), Dr. D. H. Scott; L (Education), 
Sir W. A. Hadow ; M (Agriculture), Mr. C. S. Orwin. Among the 
subjects of general interest which are being srranged for discussion 
at joint sectional meetings are the age of the earth ; biochemistry ; 
vocational training and tests; the relation of genetics to agri 
culture; the proposed Mid-Scotland Canal; and the origin of the 
Scottish pəople. The President of the Association, Sir Edward 
Thorpe, will deliver his address at the inaugural meeting on 
Wednesday evening, September 7th.— The Times. | 


The A.0.E.C.—The annual general meeting of the 
Association of Officers and Staff Members of Electricity (Power and 
Supply) Companies of Great Britain was held on Monday, April 
4th, at the Caxton Hall, Westminster. Sir Alex. B. W. Kennedy, 
F.B.S , presided. 

The Report of the Executive Committee for the year 1920 showed 
that little had occurred of moment to the Association. On the 
opening of the Inquiries by the Electricity Commissioners, the 
Committee took action to safeguard the interests of members in 
connection with the superannuation schemes, &c., authorised by 
the Act of 1919, pressing for uniformity throughout the country. 
and for terms not less favourable than those applicable to the 
Civil Service, When the formation of Joint Electricity Authorities 
takes place, the Committee will take further steps to secure pro- 
tection for the members in accordance with the Aot. The state- 
ment of accounts shows a credit balance of £338. Proposals for 
tle amendment of the constitution of the Association were 
circulated with the report. 

The report and accounts were adopted, and Sir Alex. Kennedy 
was re-elected president with enthusiasm. The Executive Com- 
mittee was re-elected en bloc, aa well as the hon. treasurer, Mt. F. 
Wood; the hon. secretary, Mr. O. M. Andrews; and the suditors, 
Mr. W. E. Rowland and Mr. A. W. Price. The revised constitution 
was then discussed, slightly amended, and adopted. The meeting 
concluded with votes of thanks to the president, hon. secretary, 
and other officers, 
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Appointments Vacant. — Instructor in oxy-acetylene 
and electrical welding in works department of the Loughborough 
College; traffic manager for the Calcutta Tramways Co., Ltd.; 
distribution engineer (£551), for the Sunderland Corporation Elec- 
tricity Department ; te:egraph engineer (£480), for the Govern- 
ment of the Gold Coast. See our advertisement pages to-day. 


Electrical Trades Benevolent Iustitution.—A smoking 
concert, which was organised by the Local Advisory Committee 
for Manchester and District Electrical Trades Benevolent Institu- 
tion, was held at the Albion Hotel, Manchester, on Friday evening, 
April lst, and over 200 were present. An excellent programme 
had been arranged by Mr. W. J. Smith, the energetic secretary of 
the Committee, who also accompanied the songs. The artistes 
were :—Mr. Peter Wood, Mr. Claud Ratcliff, Mr. Arthur Giddons, 
Mr. H. A.- Palmer (entertainer), Messrs. Wilks and Simmonds 
Chumorists). Mr. J. A. Robertson, the engineer of the Salford 
Corporation, who is chairman of the committee, presided. In the 
course of the evening, Mr. Robertson pointed out that the main 
object of the smoking concert wasto induce some of the very large 
number of thosein Manchester who were qualified to become members 
to join the Institution. He expressed the hope that in view of the 
fact that there were more people on the ataffs of the electrical firms 
in Manchester than in any other town, the number of members 
joining the Institution from that district would be greater than ali 
those at present included in the list of members. He afterwards 
called upon Mr. F. B. O. Hawes, honorary secretary of the Institu- 
tion, who gave & short address on the object and operations of the 
Institution. Those present were enthusiastic in their desire to 
rhe the Institution, and a considerable number of new members 
joined. 

The annual general meeting will be held on Monday, 25th inst., 
at 2 30 p.m., at the offices of the Cable Makers’ Association, Sardinia 
House, Sardinia Street, W.C, 2, to receive the report of the Com- 
mittee of Management, and to pass the accounts and balance-sheet, 
and to consider proposed alterations in the rules. 

Service Notes.—It is intimated that full accountant 

nsibilities are to be taken over by officers in charge of wireless 
stations at Malta and Ceylon, including the payment of personnel, 
Warrant telegraphist, J. J. Cook, has been appointed to the battle- 
ship Barham, and warrant telegraphist, O. C. Nash, to the Signal 
School at Portsmouth. 


Creeping of Electrolyte in Storage Battery.— Mr. E. S. 
Baxter, in a oontribution to Power, states that recently his 
attention was called to what seemed to bs a cracked or leaky jar in 
a set of storage batteries. The faulty cell happened to be the first 
one on tbe positive end. No crack or any other spot that the elec- 
trolyte could leak through was visible. The sand round the jar 
was very damp, and the electrolyte low in quantity and in specific 
gravity, owing to the frequent addition of water to make up for the 
leakage. A new jar was procured, and after testing it thoroughly 
for leaks and equalising the electrolyte among all the jara in order 
to get correct specific gravity, the battery was given & charge. But 
this did not remedy matters; the electrolyte kept going down in 
the same jar and only in that one, and the sand around it was as 
moist as ever. Upon examining the cell closely, it was observed 
that the jar was wet all over the outside, and it was conoluded that 
some form of creeping was taking place. So the plates were 
raised, thoroughly dried and the connecting strap cleaned, also the 
edge and outaide of the jar, after which the connecting strap waa 
covered with vaseline down to within one-half inch of the top of 
the electrolyte ; and the leakage ceased. It seems evident that the 
electrolyte by some means was being carried vp over the plate 
terminals, and from there to the outeide of the jar, by what seems 
to be a form of creeping or capillary action. 


Fuel Oil Ignited in the Economiser.—4A certain plant 
contained three Stirling boilers, with a 0'2-in. draught and burning 
orude oil, using four burners under each boiler. The load had been 
very heavy for some hours and the fireman was not an expert on 
oil burning. So when the demand came for more steam, he 
simply fed more oil to the fires and did not notice that they were 
smoking, and not burning the oil completely. A good deal of un- 
burnt oil was carried off with the gases and lodged in the 
economiser, where it finally caught fire and made ‘a fierce heat, 
practically making a boiler ofthe economiser. As the economiser 
relief vaives were set 3 Ib. higher than the safety valves on the 


boiler, the steam was forced through the feed lines into the: 


boilers. The feed pumps were running at the time, and we let 
them run, and as the valves were blowing we put out the fires by 
shutting off the oil supply. The trouble was soon over, because 
the fire burned itself out in the economiser chamber. As there 
were two 500-kW turbines running &t the time, it was not over an 
hout before the burners were all lighted and the boilers steaming 
as if nothing had happened. I do not suppose there is in this any- 
thing new to engineers or old firemen, bnt it may be of some good to 
young engineers and firemen who have not had euch things happen. 

Jf the engines are running, do not shut them down ; let them 
run. Do not stop the feed pumps and do not close the stack 
dampers, as this is likely to cause an explosion which will destroy 
the economiser walis and do other damage, such as breaking steam 
pipes aod endangering life with flying brick. There is nothing 
that can be done to put the fire out in the eoonomiser, at least not 
in the one I am speaking of ; and as they are all on the same line 
of engineering, there will be but little difference in any of them. 

Watch the water in the boilers closely. When you put out the 
burners, the water may drop out of sight in the glass in water-tube 
boilers. Do not get excited; keep cool, and know why you do 
anything and what the consequences will be before you do it, not 
after, as it will then be too late.— Fred. E, Oupper in Power, 


Amplifying the Optophone.— In a letter to Nature, Mr. 
A. A. Campbell Swinton recorded some experimente that he had 
recently been making on the application of a thermionic amplifier 
to increase the volume of the sounds produced by Dr. Fournier 
d'Albe's optophone, £o as to render the sounds audible to everyone 
in a room without the necessity of each listener being furnished 
with & separate telephone receiver. The optophone was recently 
fully described in our pages. The experiments were carried out at 


. the instance of Mr. J. M. McCarthy, who is teaching blind soldiers 


to read with the instrument, and who asked Mr. Campbell Swinton 
whether it would not be possible to magnify the sonnds sufficiently 
to enable a class of a dozen or more to hear them simultaneously. 
The amplifier found to work best, out of several that were tried, 
was an audio-frequency one with three R“ valves, transformer- 
coupled, of the French military type. This was used with a 
Brown loud-speakiog telephone with oonsiderab'e success, The 
best results were obtained when the optophone was arranged fcr 
what is technically known as “ black sounding.” 

In the following issue of our contemporary, Dr. E, E. Fournier 
d'Albe stated that experiments had been mede with a Marconi 
three-valve amplifier and an 8. G. Brown loud-speaking telephone, 
the sounds reproduced rendering ordinary printed matter “legible " 
to several blind pupils in a room. 

In the same issue, Mr. J. W. French, a director of Messrs. Barr 
and Stroud, Ltd., wrote that amplifiers had been tried in conjunction 
with the instrument a considerable time ago, but it was thought 
that the complexity due to the addition of the amplifier was not 
justified. 


French Tidal Power. — A statement on the utilisation 
of tidal energy made in the Senate by M. Le Trocquer, Minister of 
Public Works, bas evoked considerable interest. A Commissicn 
was appointed two years ago to consider how France oould utilise 
what the Minister termed the blue coal," and according to M. Le 
Trooquer, the commission is on the verge of solving the problem. 
Up to now, he said. only very moderate results had been obtained 
from the system of constructing artificial reservoirs in the sea by 
means of barrages, and utilising the emptying of such reservoirs 
for the production of power, the lack of success being due to the 
inconstancy of the power obtained. The idea was, therefore, 
conceived of having recourse to a series of interconnected reser- 
voirs, acting as regulators, which would permit of a fairly constant 
supply of power being obtained at any period of the tide. 

This was not all, however. It remained to find a type of 
turbine to work in, and res st the action of, sea water. A competition 
was therefore opened. This has ended favourably,” declared the 
Minister, "and the prize has gone to a French firm. Under these 
circumstances, manufacturers are now considering the practical 
carrying out of the project. We have had applications for con- 
cessions, and soundings are at present being made with a view to 
using the estuary of the Rance. I, therefore, see no objection to 
the necessary credits being made the subject of a special Bill, to 
which I hope Parliament will give a good reception.“ — Reuters 
Trade Service (Paria). 


Light as an Ald to Publicity.—An interesting dis- 
cussion on the above subject was held on February 24th, by the 
Illuminating Engineering Society. The proceedings were opened 
by two papers, one on " Show-Window and Spectacular Lighting," 
by Captain E. Stroud, and the other, " Illuminated Signs," by Mr. 
E. C. Leachman. Captain Stroud again repeated the protest 
against the indiscriminate use of gasfilled lamps in shop windows, 
pointing out that, apart from the bad effects of the glare of this 
kind of lighting, generally 60 per cent. of the light was wasted. 
This led to the discussion of the correct type of reflector to be 
employed with these lamps. Often reflectors were used which 


although emivently suitable for vacuum lampe, were totally useless 


for the gasfilled types. The beat effects oould be obtained by 
placing lamps with suitable reflectors near the window-glass at 
the top of the window. The units should be entirely concealed 
from view—not merely from distant vision, but invisible at close 
quarters. Owing to the varying nature of goods to be displayed, 
it was impossible to formulate any roles regarding intensity of 
illumination, &oc. ; the position of the shop was also an important 
factor, with considerable variation. The author criticised the 
methods usually adopted for lighting the stands at exhibitions 
where each exhibitor was permitted to be a law unto himself, 

Mr. Leachman's paper dealt with the use of illuminated signs 
on small and large scales, as well as other methods of advertising 
out-of-doors by means of electric lighting. In Mr. Leachman's 
opinion, every street corner should bear an illuminated direction 
sign, and every business house should bear its name as plainly at 
night as in the daytime. Public lighting would thus be aided, if 
the work was properly executed, as the distances between street 
lamps made a semi-dark portion inevitable. The author's remarks 
upon the designs of flashing and other large electric signs made it 
plain that there was a great deal more in the art than met the 
eye. The effect of distance had to be studied carefully ; the choice 
of lamps and the method of arrauging them to give the best results 
at all distances required much thought and experience. The 
possibilities of flood-lighting for illuminating large posters was dealt 
with, as well as the system of lighting transparencies by means of 
lamps fitted in the rear of the advertisement. Mr. Leachman also 
criticised exhibition lighting, and suggested that each section 
should be illuminated distinctively in colour, in order that the 
visitor might be able to pick out any particular section by a glance 
at a colour key. Each stall should bear an illuminated number, 
and regulations should be framed to prevent an exhibitor's lighting 
spoiling a neighbour's exhibit, 
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Overseas Anti-Aircraft Searchlight Sections Reunion.— 
The annual dinner of officers of the Overseas Anti-Aircraft Search- 
light Sections, R.E., was held on April lst, at Frascati's Restaurant, 
Lieut.-Colonel W. C. H. Prichard, D. S. O., R. E, being in the chair. 
About 20 officers attended, and a very pleasant evening was spent. 
It was decided to hold the next dinner in April, 1922, and the 
undermentioned joint hon. seoreta:ies were appointed to make the 
necessary arrangements. Capt. D. R. Ffrench-Mullen. R E., Anti- 
Aircraft Searchlight and Sound Locator School, Gosport, Hanta, 
and Mr. K. L. Wood, 95, Salisbury House, Finsbury Cirous, E. O. 2. 
It is requested that all officers who dil not receive a communica- 
tion concerning the recent dinner should forward their addresses to 
one of th» above-mentioned gentlemen. 


Electric Vehicles In Italy.—The shortage of motor fuel 
during the war has brought about a considerable ure of electric 
trucking vehicles in Milan (Italy), more particularly for heavy 
work. Although under normal conditions petrol will not continue 
at its present price, it will always be high io Italy, and the cost of 
electricity is comparatively low. The cities of the Po valley are 
level, and the roads good. There is one electric garage in Milan 
which operates electric ‘buses for all the hotels and also a regular 
express truck service between Milan and Bergamo. This concern 
is organising & corporation to manufacture and handle electric 
vehicles.— Soientific American. 


INSTITUTION NOTES. 


Institute of Metals —The Autumn meeting of the Institute 
will be held in Birmingham, on September 21st.23rd, The 
arrangements for the meeting are in the hands of the committee 
of the Birmingham Section of the Institute, of which Dr. H. W. 
Brownsdon, M.Sc. (Member of Council) is chairman. The pro- 
gramme will include a reception by the Lord Mayor of Birmingham, 
visits to the University and works in the neighbourhood, as well as 
excursions in the locality. Persons desirous of attending the 
Birmingham meeting as members of the Institute should obtain the 
necessary application forms from the Secretary, Mr. G. Shaw Scott, 
M.So., The Institute of Metals, 36, Victoria Street, London, S.W. 1, 
bafore April 20th, when a ballot for the election of members will 
take plecs. The Eleventh Annual May Lecture is to be delivered 
at the Institution of Mechanical Engineers, on May 4th, by Prof. 
T. Turner, M. So., A.R.S.M., the subject of the lecture being The 
Casting of Metals." 

Incorporated Municipal Electrical Association.—Major H. 
Richardson, President 1.M.E.A., informs us that the foilowing 
pepers are to be read at the Annval Convention of the I.M.E.A., to 
be held in Dandee during the week commencing June 13th :— 

(1) Financial and Business Aspects of Electricity Supp'y,” by 
Mr. E. Cross (Rotherham), and Mr. C. W. Charlesworth (Electricity 
Supply Department, Wolverhampton). 

(2) "Modern Boiler House Practice." by Mr. David Wilson 
(Messrs, Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd.), and Mr. W. M. Miles (Electricity 
Supply Department, Sheffield). 

(3) “State of the Electricity Supply Industry after the War," by 
Mr. I. V. Robertson (B.E A.M.A.). 

Physical Society of London.—At a meeting to be be'd this 
afternoon (April 8th) at the Imperial College of Science, the 
following papers are to be read :—" A New Registeriog Microphoto- 
meter," by Dr. W. J. H. Moll, University of Utrecht; “The 
Examination of the Structure of Crystals in the Form of Powder 
by Means of the Ionisation Spectrometer,” by Prof. Sir W. H. 
Bragg, K.B.E., F. R. S, and A Balance Method of Using the Electro- 
meter for the Measurement of Power," by Mr. Hubert Parry. 

Belfast Association of Engineers. —The annual general meeting 
of the Association was to be held yesterday, when elections to 
office for 1921-22 were to be made. The nominee for the position 
of President is Mr. Silk, A.M.I.C.E., M.I.N.A. 

Manchester Wireless Society.—On March 17th at the College 
of Technology, and March 24th at the Headquarters, Albion Hotel; 
Manchester, the President, Mr. J. Hollingworth, M.A., B.S6. (Eng.), 
delivered two lectures on "'Direction Finding." The aim of 
directional wireless was explained both as regarded position finding 
and the reduction of interference between wireless stations. The 
theory and means of obtaining directional effecta were shown by 
reference to the earliest and the modern systems, and by means of 
many diagrams and his own direction-finding apparatus, the 
lecturer demonstrated the practical working of the subject. 

Institutlon of Electrical Engineers.—The following is & list of 
the Council's nominations for election to the Council to fill the 
vacancies which willoccur on September 30th next : — 

President (one vacancy).—J. 8. Highfie'd. 

Vice-Presidents (two vacancies). —Prof. E. W. Marchant, D.Sc., 
C. C. Paterson, O.B.E. 

Hon. Treasurer (one vacancy).—Sir James Devonshire, K.B.E. 

Ordinary Members of Council. Members (four vacancies).—S. 
Evershed, A. L. C. Fell, C.B.E, H. E. OBrien, D.S.O., A. Page, T. 
Roles, Captain H. J. Round. M.C 

Ass^cia*es (two vacancies).—Sir Andrew M. Ogiivie, K. B. E., C. B., 
A. W. Tait. C. B.E 

These members, together with those remaining on the Council, will, 
if elected, represent the various branches of the electricai profession 
as follows, the names of thore now nominated being indicated by 
italics :— 

Educational.—Dr. W. H. Eocles (Vice-President), Dr. E. W. 
Marchant (Vice-President), Dr. A. Russell, 


Manufacturers and contractors.— (a) Traction, light, and power: 
H. J. Cash, J. R. Cowie, S. Hrershed, E. A. Gatehouse ; (b) Cables: 
P. V. Hunter, C.B E, B. Welbourn; (c) Telegraphs and tele 
phones: F. Gill, O.B.E. 

Traction, light, and power.—(a) Companies (excluding railways): 
Sir J. Deronshire (hon. treasurer), A. H. W. Marshall, A. W. 
Toit, C.B E, P. D. Tuckett, C. Vernier; (5) Local authorities: 
8. E. Fedden, A. L. C. Fell, C. B. E., T. Roles; (c) Railways: 
H. E. O'Brien, L. S. O. 

Consultante.—A. A. C. Swinton, F.R.S. (Vice-President). 

Telegraphs and telephones (excluding manufacturers).—Sir W, 
Noble, Captain II. J. Round, M.C. 

Miscellaneous (i e., Law, Government departments, other than 
Post Office, electro-chemistry, research, &c.) - Sir A. M. Ogilris, 
A. B. E.. C.B., A. Page, € C Paterson, O B.E. (Vice-President). 

Paisley Association of Electrical Engineers. —On April Ist the 
annual smoking ooncert was held. Mr. W. R. Bruce, tbe President, 
who presided, said that the memb^rship had inoreased very con- 
siderably during the past session, and the same oould be said 
regarding attendance at meetings. Prizes were presented to 
apprentices for papers read during the session, and an excellent 
concert programme was lietened to. 

Institute of Marine Engineers. — The annua! report shows that 
the membership has increased from 2,052 to 2,376. 


OUR PERSONAL COLUMN. 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
technical or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW gosted as to their movements. 


The recommendation of the Blackpool Corporation Staff Salaries 
Committee to increase the salary of MR. C. FURNEss, the tramway 
manager and electrical engineer, from £1,250 to £1,500 a year 
has been rejected by the General Purposes Committee, as it con- 
siders the time inopportune for any increases of salary to official 
In a letter to the Tramways and Electricity Committee, it is stated, 
Mr. Furness had assessed the value of the dual appointment st 
£2,000 a year, and had suggested £1,800 as a reasonable salary. 
Two years ago the salary was £900, but the Corporation has sine 
taken over the Blackpool and Fleetwood Tramroad undertaking. 

SIR JAMES KEMNAL, managing director of Messrs. Babcock and 
Wilcox, Ltd , was received in audience by His Majesty the King of 
Spain on completion of the Spanish branch works of the Babcock 
and Wilcox Co., which will employ from 2,000 to 3,000 people on 
locomotive construction under the direction of an English staff.— 
The Times. 

Messrs. Handcock & Dykes, consulting engineers, of 11, Victoria 
Street. Westminster, S.W. 1, announce that MR. H. W. HANDCOCK, 
who has for several years pest taken little active part in the work 
of the firm, retires altogether as from March 31st, 1921, tbus 
terminating a partnership of over 27 years. The firm will be 
carried on as hitherto, under the old name, by Mr. A. H. Dykes, 
assisted by Engineer-Lieutenant W. T. Townend, R.N., and the 
existing stoff. 

Mr. E. H. BENNETT has been appointed manager of the States 
Telephone Department, Guernsey, in the place of the late Mr. B. 
MoLean. For the last seven years Mr. Bennett has been engineer 
to the Oriental Telephone Co. at Singapore. 

Mr. V. H. CRUIKSHANK has resigned his position as station engi- 
neer on the staff of the Poplar Borough Council electricity depart- 
ment, and has joined Messrs. E. Downton & Co., Ltd., mechanical 
and electrical engineers, of 69-71, West India Dock Road, Poplar, 
E. 14. 

After being in the service of the British Insu'ated & Helsby 
Cable Works 35 years, MB. JOHN BEARD, upon leaving the firm, 
was presented with a set of cutlery, an insoribed clock, a pair of 
bronzes and a suit case. 

MR. R. L. DAwN, senior partner of Messrs. Dawn & Co., one of 
the rising Indian firms, has been elected an additio aal director on 
the board of the East India Electric Supply and Traction Co., Ltd. 
— Indian Engineering. 

_ Maidstone Town Council has increased the salary of the electrical 
engineer from £791 to £835 per annum, in accordance with the 
salary scale of the Associated Municipal Electrical Engineers. 

Mr. R. LINE, A. M. I. E. E., is now engineer-in-charge of the 
municipal electricity department at Simla, in succession to Mr. 
Milne, who resigned the appointment to take up the position of 
electrical adviser to the Punjab Government. 

MR. WALTER RUTHERFORD, whose res gnation as joint mansging 
director of the English Electric Co., Ltd., was recently announ 
has been ele:ted a director of the Calcutta Tramways Co., Ltd. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 
Emergo Economic Lamp Co., Ltd. (173,880).—Private 


company. Registered March 24th. Capital, £1,000 in £1 shares. To acquire 
the undertaking of the Emergo Co., together with the trade mark“ Emergo, 
and to carry oñ he business of manufacturers of and dealers in electric lamps. 


electric light bulbs and fittings and accessories, engineers, &c. The first 
directors arc: H. R. Prosser, Woodstock, Poplar Road, Kings Heath (director. 
Etna Lighting & Heating Co., Ltd.); E. T. Pheils, 92, Newhall Street 
Birmingham; W. S. Melling, 59, Alcester Road, Moseley, Birmingham; E. I. 
Cruise, Imperial Stores, Wills Street, Smethwick; H. L. Denston, 48, Hawkes 
Street, Small Heath, Birmingham. Secretary: H. L, Denston. Registered 
office: 45, Newhall Street, Birmingham. 
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Manchester Electrical Maintenance Co., Ltd. (173,969).— 
Private company. Registered March 3lst. Capital, £1,000 in £l shares. To 
carry on the business of electrical, mechanical, and sanitary engineers, &c. 
The first directors are: W. Fazackerley, 55, Guildford Road, Levenshulme, 
Manchester; D. Foote, 15, Bristowe Street, Droylsden, Manchester; H. Ren- 
shaw, 3, Central Roud, Gorton; W. Wolfenden, 12, Mattison Street, Openshaw. 
Registered office: 182, Stockport Road, Ard vick, Manchester. 


Globe & Simpson, Ltd. (173,934).—Private company. Re- 
Ri: tered March 29th. Capital. £2,000 in £1 shares. To take over the business 
of electrical equipment engineers carried on by R. C. Globe and T. W. Globe 
at Burgess Street, Barker's Pool, Sheffield, as“ Globe & Simpson." The 
first directors are: R. C. Globe, 33, Oxford Street, Rotherham; T. W. Globe, 
33, Oxford Street, Rotherham; S. Higgs, 171, Bagley Road, Sheffield. T. W. 
Globe is permanent, subject to holding 4260 shares. Secretary: J. W. 
Collier. Registered office: 32, Burgess Street, Barker's Pool, Sheffield. 


C. T. Briscoe & Son, Ltd. (173,926).— Private company. 
Registered March 20th. Capital, £5,000 in £1 shares. To acquire the business 
Carried on at Blackburn as '' C. T. Briscoe & Son," to adopt an agreement 
with C. T. Briscoe, A. E. Briscoe, and G. H. Officer, and to carry on the 
business of electrical engineers and contractors, &c. The first directors are: 
C. T. Briscoe, Yarlsber, Second Avenue, South Shore, Blackpool, electrical 
engineer; A. E. Briscoe, 16, Strawberry Bank, Blackburn, electrical engineer: 
G. H. Officer, 48, Lynwood Road, Blackburn, clectrical engineer. Solicitor : 
H. A. Smitton, 5, Richmond Terrace, Blackburn. 

(173,897) .— Private 


Reversible Marine Engines, Ltd. 
company. Registered March 24th. Capital, £2,500 in £1 shares. To adopt 
an agreement with R. Brennan and J. O'Connor, to develop and turn to 
account the inventions of the said R. Brennan relating to rotary engines, 

umps, and the like, and to carry on the business of marine, electrical, 
ydraulic, and mechanical engineers, &c. The first directors are: J. O'Connor, 
50. lzani Road, Bexley Heath, Kent (managing director); R. Brennan, 24, 
Queen's Road. Erith, Kent. Secretary: T. Claremont. Registered office: 
27-28, King William Street, E.C. 

Regis- 


F. Patrick, Ltd. (173.905).— Private company. 
tered March 24th. Capital, £15,000 in EI shares. To take over the business 
of an electrical and mechanical engineer and tool maker carried on by F. 
Patrick at Penraevon Place, Meanwood Road, Leeds, as F. Patrick." The 
permanent directors are: F. Patrick, 26, Delph Lane, Leeds; T. H. Breed, 
Wood Nook, Meanwood, Leeds. Secretary: A. Hodgkinson. Solicitor, B. B. 
Burrows, Basinghall Square, Leeds. : 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


R. W. Crabtree & Sons, Ltd.—Charge on various proper- 
ties in Leeds and London (subject to prior charge) and company’s poder nine 
and other assets, present and future, including uncalled capital, dated Marc 
9th, 1921. to secure all moneys due or to become due from company to 
Lioyds Bank. 

Implitico, Ltd.—Return dated December 20th, 1920. 
Capital, £3,000 in £1 shares. All shares taken up. £3,000 paid. Mortgages 
and charges: Nil. 

Vulcan Arc Welding & Transport Co., Ltd.—Debenture 
dated March Ist, 1921, to secure £643, charged on the company's undertaking 
and property, present and future. including uncalled capital. Holder: T. A. 
Norris, 79, Seabank Road, Wallasey. 


—____-___== 


CITY NOTES. 


The annual meeting was held on March 


British 3lst at Winchester House, E.C. Mr. A. W. 
Aluminium Tait, C.B.E., who presided, said that the 
Co., Ltd. trading profit for the year was £373,779, 


an increase of £81,000. "That substantial 
increase in profit was undoubtedly a satisfactory one, but the 
year 1920 was an exceptional one, particularly in the motor 
trade, which was a large user of the metal both in ingot and 
manufactured forms. 'lhose conditions applied not only to 
this country, but throughout the world generally. The year 
started with a very strong demand, and he thought it was 
fair to say that, notwithstanding the large increase in the 
production capacity of aluminium in several countries, the 
demand for the first half of the year could not be met. In 
consequence of financial stringency, caused largely by over- 
speculation in all commodities, there was a sudden falling off 
in business in August and September last, and the motor 
trade was placed in a very serious position, owing to the large 
stocks which it was carrying and had on order, and the 
almost wholesale cancellation of contracts for the delivery of 
cars. The Eastern trade, for which there was a very lurge 
and insistent demand for manufactured metal in the beginning 
of 1920. also fell off in a striking manner towards the end of 
the year. Consequently, although all the works had been 
operated to their full capacity during the whole of the year, 
and a record output obtained, and the sales effected were 
the largest in the history of the company, it was necessary to 
make radical alterations to meet the changed conditions, and 
to prevent accumulation of stocks. Substantial reductions in 
output were made as from the beginning of the year at all 
their production works, and also at their rolling mills, and 
he was afraid that this programme, which necessitated the 
discharge of a considerable number of their employés, could 
not be altered until there was a general revival in the in- 
dustrv. The companv took over all the stocks of aluminium 
in the hands of the Government, and it had been successfully 
disposed of without creating any disturbance in the markets. 
Reductions had been made in the price of ingot and manu- 
factured metal since the beginning of the year in order to 
encourage demand. The immediate future was, however, 
somewhat uncertain. and the industry would necessarily take 


some little time to get back to normal. There were signs that 
the worst period of depresrn might shortly be over, but 
it was essential that they placed themselves in a position to 
meet foreign competition, particularly from Germany, which 
arose largely on account of the present exchange position of 
that country. That could only be done by reduction in costs 
and by greater efficiency in production. A great development 
of the industry lay in the investigation and application of 
suitable alloys in the motor trade and in general engineering, 
apart from uses in certain other industries. There wus also 


the development in the electrical industry, where there was 


a large field. but that had been somewhat retarded by the 
war and the inability during that period to supply the demand. 
In domestic utensils there was a large and growing market 
all over the world, particularly in the East. It Was, there- 
fore, evident that when the present period of depression was 
over, which was to a great extent the result of financial crises 
and high prices, trade should resume its normal progress 
under more healthy conditions, and the field for development 
in their particular industry was, in his opinion, large. It 
was, therefore. necessary to look ahead if they were to par- 
ticipate in that development as and when it arose, and, as 
the industry very largely depended upon the generation of 
electricitv at the lowest possible figure, the board had again 
decided to approach Parliament in the hope of obtaining the 
powers which they previously applied for in 1918, and which, 
although they received the approval of the Board of Trade 
and the Ministry of Munitions, could not be proceeded with 
on account of opposition which arose in the House of Lords. 
In order to meet that opposition, which was largely of a local 
character, the scheme had been somewhat altered and im- 
proved, and in consequence, it had now the strong support 
of the local authorities, the publie, and the proprietors in- 
terested. He was pleased to say that the Bill had paseed its 
second reading in the House of Commons, and it was hoped 
that the committee stage would be reached next month. If 
an Act was finally obtained, the powers would be granted to 
a statutorv company which would, to all intents and purposes. 
be under the auspices of that company. It was not proposed 
that work should be proceeded with until the position of the 
industry and the general conditions of finance justified it. 
Considerable time would be given under the Act, if it was 
granted, before it was necessary to proceed with the work, 
and, in any event, there was no intention of the board to 
invest any large portion of the company's resources in the 
scheme without the consent of the shareholders. It was, 
however, important to the company that this large water 
power, located so near to their existing works at Kinlochleven. 
should be obtained for the industry, and for the development 
of other local industries which it was hoped might be estab- 
lished in the district. As to the Orsiéres power scheme in 


Switzerland, certain further work had been carried out. and 


the construction of the tunnels, intakes, and penstock had 
now been practically completed. Owing. however. to the 
present uncertainty, it was not proposed to proceed further 
with the work in the meantime, and that delay would probably 
he of benefit to the company, as it was reasonable to assume 
that the cost of pipe lines and the erection and equipment 
of the power house and factory could be carried out at con- 
siderably lower cost later on. Having gone through the 
figures in the balance sheet, the chairman said it was satis- 
factory that thev had been able to pay a dividend of 10 per 
cent. upon the increased amount of capital while maintaining 
the appropriations to depreciation and reserve accounts at 
practically the same figure. The liquid resources of the com- 
pany showed that it was in a strong position, although the 
industry, in common with nearly every other industry in the 
countrv, was passing through a period of acute depression. 
Undoubtedlv that period had to be encountered sooner or 
later. and it was probably better that it should happen now, 
so that there might be a quicker return to normal conditions 
and real value. Tt was a healthy if uncomfortable process, 
and one which the companv could face with equanimity. 
Although the immediate conditions. were unsatisfactory, there 
were signs that the worst period was passed, and he honed 
it would not be very long before there was a distinct revival 
in the industrv. 

Taeut.-Col. S, H. Pollen. C.M.G., seconded the motion, 
which was adopted without discussion. 


The directors report that the profit avail- 


Metropolitan- able for the vear 1920, including the 
Vickers Elec- balance of 451.089 brought forward. 
trical Co., Ltd. amounts. after providing for taxation.“ 


to £359,580, which has been appropriated 
as follows: To special depreciation of plant. machinery, &c.. 
435.000; general reserve. £100,000: dividend on preference and 
ordinary shares at 8 per cent. and 12} per cent. respectivelv, 
less income tax, £165 756; balance carried forward, £58,824. 
Notwithstanding the difficulties attendant on production dur- 
ing the period covered by the accounts, the directors are 
pleased to he able to present an improved position as compared 
with the previous year. During the year 32.866 preference 
shares have been converted at various dates into 65.732 ordi- 
narv shares, and an appliention for a quotation of the latter is 
now before the Stock Exchange. as henceforth they are in all 
respects identical with the ordinary shares now quoted. The 
total conversions to December 31st, 1990, amount to 42.952 
preference shares into 85.904 ordinary shares. The option of 
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conversicn expires on April l4th next. The directors announce 
tne resignation of dir b. V. rijley, and they have elected Sir 
Francis H. Barker to the vacant position of vice-chairman. 
Sir Vincent Cailard, P.., has been appointed on the board. 


The annual meeting was held at Man- 
chester on April dst. The chairman (Mr. 


British Engine 
hi. C. Longridge) said that the volume of 


Boller and 


rlectrical business undertaken last year exceeded all 
insurance previous figures. Ihe premiuins and fees 
Co., Ltd. amounted to £290,700, against. 4208, 970 


in 1919, and it was gratilying to find 
that the growth was well spread as between insurances on elec- 
trical plang, boilers, engines, lifts, cranes, and special inspec- 
tion work. ‘Lhe race between premiums, and claims and 
expenses had continued unabated, and expenditure had pro- 
gressed more rapidly than the receipts, with the disappoinung 
result that for the sixth vear in succession there had been 
a shrinkage in the ratio of trading profit, which had fallen 
from 15.5 per cent. in 191d to 4.8 per cent. in 1920, as would 
be seen from the following hgures: Premiums and fees, 1914, 
£112,465; 1920, £200,799. Claims, expenses, and provision 
for unexpired liability, 1014, £94,033; 1020, £276,515. Trading 
profit, 1914, £17,532; 1920, 4 13.9014. Natio to income from 
premiulus and tees, 1914, 15.5 per cent.; 1020, 4.8 per cent. 
Ihe company's charges had necessarily been increased with 
a view to recovering the enhanced working costs, but the 
company had been resolutely opposed to fixing rates ori pre- 
mium Which would yield undue profit. Examining more 
closely the reasons leading to the expenditure exceeding unti- 
cipations, the chairman stated that in the early part of last 
year Wages Were raised substantially in various engineering 
trades, thus further advancing the cost of repairs, whilst the 
cost of additional remuneration to the company’s own stuff, 
had been substantial. Other causes had also contributed to 
a continuance of the adverse experience of recent years. l'or 
example, during the war the rationing of metal and other 
difficulties and delays experienced in obtaining new boilers 
resulted in many discarded boilers being repaired and brought 
into use again. For the same reasons many other boilers 
Which owners normally would have replaced during the past 
few vears had been kept in use. In other classes of plant, 
particularly engines, the company had also been affected by 
the pressure of economic conditions upon plant owners. Dur- 


ing the year there had been some particularly heavy losses . 


caused through the breakdown of large generating machines 
in publie electricity supply stations, soinetimes at the steam 
end and sometimes at the electrical end. There was a readier 
disposition on the part of public authorities to insure against 
such losses. This no doubt reflected the stringent financial 
situation and recognition of the fact that repairs to such 
machines—which, to a large extent, must necessarily be paid 
for at overtime rates—cost three or four times as much as 
jn pre-war days. The continued expansion in the use of 
electrical machines—in the insurance of which the company 
speclulised—hud led them to arrange for the company’s 
Scottish electrical business to be controlled from Glasgow, 
and a large portion of their Scottish clientéle had expressed 
appreciation of the change as it operated in favour of prompt 
and efficient handling and supervision of repairs, which 1s 
of the utinost value to a plant owner. Similar arrangements 
were made in London a few years ago for handling the 
electrical business in the South of England. In both Glasgow 
and London, as well as in Manchester and Birmingham, their 
subsidiary company, British Electrical. Repairs, Ltd., had 
large workshops for carrying out repuirs to electrical machines, 
and ihe operations of that company were giving satisfaction 
to clients by reason of the promptitude with which repair 
work was executed. 

Mr. John Graham Stewart (chairman) 
presided over the thirty-first ordinary gene- 
ral meeting, held in Glasgow on March 
alst. In moving the adoption of the report 
and accounts, the chairman said that a period of depression 
was being faced. but full preparations had been made. The 
strong position of the company was due to the practice they 
had pursued of putting aside a liberal proportion of each 
year’s earnings for development purposes and reserve. The 
directors deprecated violently fluctuating dividends, and their 
policy had been to pay dividends in a conservative manner, 
which had strengthened the finances of the company. The 
absorption of the business of Alfred Hickmans had been 
carried. out successfully. All the shares had been acquired 
with the exception of 745 41 ordinary shares. The report 
and accounts were adopted unanimously. At an extraordinary 
meeting held subsequently the revision of the articles of 
association was approved. 


Stewarts 
and Lioyds. 


The annual meeting was held at New- 

Waste Heat and castle-on-Tyne on March dist. Mr. E. 
Gas Electrical  Llovd Pease presided, and said that the 
Generating capital expenditure during the year had 
Stations, Ltd. been 425.739, of which £23.973 was in re- 
spect of the new power station at Horden. 

This station was now completed, but the period of construction 
had been excessively long, and had, naturally, proved exceed- 
ingly expensive, as there had been interest to pay on the outlay 
of about £76,000, while there had been no revenue. With the 
revere depression in the coal and iron trades they could not 
look for full output at present. He drew attentjon to the fact 


that their reserve and redemption accounts had been increased 
by 416.854. The profits for the year amounted to £34,436. 
which was £5,157 less than in the previous year, due in part to 
the large interest charge on capital expenditure at both Horden 
and Weardale, and in part to the higher costs at the latter 
station. Had the new gas engine there been in continuous 
operation the increased output obtained by this more efficient 
plant would have compensated for those extra costs, but their 
difliculties in getting this plant satisfactorily completed con- 
tinued through the year. in the aggregate the output from 
the company's stations had been maintained, so that the whole 
diminution in the profits for the year was accounted for in 
the way indicated. The total output, however, was still below 
the pre-war figures by some 20 per cent., and if it could be 
brought up to that total the effect on the company's accounts 
would be considerable. So far as the current year was con- 
cerned, the trade depression, he was afraid, would affect the 
amount of waste heat and gas delivered to their stations, al. 
though, so far, only one station showed any reduction. 


Mr. P. C. N. Peddar, presiding at the 
annual ineeting of the above company, held 
at Stowmarket on March 29th, said that 
the directors were recommending a divi 
dend of 9 per cent. on the ordinary shares aud Is per cent 
on the workmen's shares, less income tax. This was the 
largest dividend so far proposed on the ordinary shares, but 
as the ordinary shareholders had received a 25 per cent. bonus 
distribution, it really represented 114 per cent. dividend to 
the shareholders at September, 1919. The revenue for the 
12 months ending December 3lst last was 50 per cent. more 
than for the previous year. This rapid growth of the business 
was conclusive evidence that the efforts of the company in 
the supply of cheap electricity in rural areas had been tinana- 
ally successful, and were appreciated by the inhabitants. In 
Braintree the Council had entered into an agreement giving 
the company increased facilities for working. The invitations 
from other towns for the company to extend its beneticul 
influence to them warranted the directors in immediately 
making a further issue of capital. 

The list of subscriptions to the issue of 50,000 ordizary 
shares of £1 each at par will close on or before April 15th. 


East Anglian 
Electricity, Ltd. 


— 


Stock Exchange Notices.—The undermentioned securities 
have been ordered to be quoted officially :— 

Armstrong (Sir W. G.), Whitworth & Co.—42,000.000 six 
and a-half per cent. second debenture stock. 

Consolidated Gas, Electric Light and Power Co. of Baltu- 
more.— $222,990 capital stock in shares of $100 each. 

Midland Electric Corporation. for Power  Distribution.— 
280.000 ordinary shares of £l each, fully paid, Nos. 1 to 
280,000. 

Westminster Electric Supply Corporation. —1, 170 ordinary 
shares of £5 each, fully paid. Nos. 350,055 to 351, 224. 

Western Telegraph Co.—103,9605 shares of £10 each, fully 
paid, Nos. 207,931 to 311.895. 

Application has been made to the Committee to allow the 
undermentioned to be officially quoted :— 

Hastings & District Electric Tramways Co.—£104,450 44 per 
cent. debenture stock. 

Lanarkshire Tramways Co.—373,790 shares of £1 each. fully 
paid (Nos. 1 to 373.750). 


Spain.—The Sociedad Productora de Fuerzas Motrices, 
which was formed for the purpose of constructing and exploit- 
ing waterfalls in the Catalonian Pyrenees for the production 
of electrical power on a large scale, is issuing 10,000 bonds 
of 500 pesetas each, bearing interest at the rate of 7 per cent. 
redeemable at graduated premiums within 40 years from 1922. 
The rate of issue is 98 per cent. The funds thus obtained will 
be devoted mainly to the extension of the works at the Pobla 
de Segur fall and the terinination of those at the Cledes fall. 
These two falls are expected to increase the company’s receipts 
by zt least 2,000,000 pesetas.— Ife, , Trade Service, Madrid. 


Slough & Datchet Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—New capital 
expenditure during 1920 £10,241, chiefly for cable extensions 
to Slough, Farnham, and Stoke. The lamps and motors con: 
nected during 1920 were 53.793, against 43,355 for 1919. Units 
sold 2,225,331 for 1920, against 1,571,338 in 1919. Revenue for 
1990 £26,664, as against 418.714 in the previous year. Nel 
profit 47.797, to depreciation and reserve £3,000 Dividend 
4 per cent., less tax. £2,717 carricd forward. 


Companies to be struck off the Register.—The following 
companies are to be struck off the register unless cause 15 
shown to the contrary within three months :— 

Colston Electrical Works, Lid. 

Globe Associated Cable & Telegraphic Services, Ltd. 

Stolz Llectrophone Co. (1913), Ltd. 


Anglo-American Telegraph Co., Ltd.—Interim dividend 
for the quarter March Slst, 1991. of 158. per cent. on the 
ordinary stock and 30s. per cent. on the preferred stock, less 
tax. i 


Isle of Wight Electric Light & Power Co., Ltd.—Div- 
dend of 5 per cent. on the preference shares for the year 
ending April 30th, 1918. £2,600 to reserve. £5,000 to reserve. 
Carrying forward £556. 
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Canadian General Electric Co., Ltd.—The report for the 
year ended December 3lst last, which was submitted to a 
imeeting of shareholders in Toronto ow March 21st, shows a 
profit of $2,213,731, o£ which depreciation. and interest absorb 
557.012, Jeaving a net balance of $1,290,079. The payment 
of dividends (8 per cent., and a bonus of 2 per cent. on com- 
1non stock, and Y per cent. on preterence stock) took 31,014,114, 
leaving a surplus tor the year of $242,970. This, with un- 
divided protits from the previous period, 5486, 097, and reserve, 
$2,000,000, makes à surplus, shown in the balance sheet, cf 
55.778.672. The report states that the growth of the com- 
panv's business continued at a greater rate, and uncompleted 
contracts at the end of the year amounted to over 73 milhon 
dollars. Ihe gross profit represents an increase of $905,700 
upon that of 1919, and the dividends are correspondingly 
larger, being 10 per cent. (including bonus), against 8 per 
cent. It is proposed to capitalise a part of the reserve in tlie 
form of a stock dividend of JU per cent. to the holders of 
common stock. 


Egham & Staines Electricity Co., Ltd.—Mr. Samuel 
Spencer (chairman) presided over the annual general meeting 
held on March 21st. It was announced that the accounts 
showed a protit of 44,309. Of this £1,003 was transferred 
to reserve, aud after payment of interest on loan capital there 
remained a balance of £1,276 for dividends. The directors 
recommended the payment of arrears of dividend on the õ per 
cent. preference shares from the date of incorporation to 
December Bist, 1912, a dividend of 7j per cent. on the pre- 
ference shares for the last six months of 1920, and of 73 per 
cent. for the year on the ordinary shares, by the allotment of 
ordinary shares. This method of increasing the capitalisation 
of the company was agreed to. 


Paramatta Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—3t a meeting of 
shareholders held recently in Paramatta, the chairman, Mr. 
J. Shorter, submitted, on behalf of the directors, à scheme of 
reconstruction in order to allow of an increase of the capital 
from £20,000 to £60,000, which has become necessary for 
carrying out certain contracts and various extensions. The 
directors reconunend the liquidation of the present company, 
the appointment of Mr. W. E. Cullam as liquidator, and the 
sale, on terms submitted, of the present company to a proposed 
new one. These proposals were unanimously adopted.— 
Sydney Evening News. 


Windsor Electrical Instaliation Co., Ltd.—During 1920 
load equivalent to 3.193 30-W lamps was connected, making 
a total of 70,098. New capital expenditure £1,899. Profit, 
including £696 brought forward, 47.108. Debenture and other 
interest £636, 5 per cent. preference dividend £524, deprecia- 


tion, reserve and renewal fund £2,500, directors’ fees (free of 


tax) £350. Dividend on ordinary shares 3j per cent., less 
tax, £1,574 carried forward. Mr. H. R. de Salis has retired 
from the directorate. Mr. H. L. Prior, who resigned his 
seat in 1919 on account of ill-health, has consented to rejoin 
the board. 


Bromley (Kent) Electric Light & Power Co., Ltd.— 
During the vear 1920 the connections increased from 5,111 to 
5.479 kW. The gross pront was £12.61], against £10,479 in 
1919. After meeting debenture interest, &c., and adding 
41.445 brought forward, there is a balance of 411.045. out of 
which a dividend of 6 per cent. is to be paid, £1.930 is to he 
placed to renewal reserve. £4,000 to general reserve account, 
and £1,314 carried forward. 


Ramsgate & District Electric Supply Co., Ltd.— Profit 
£5,356, as against 44.247 for the previous year. After deduct- 
ing interest on outstanding accounts due to contractors (£17534) 
and adding 4857 brought forward, the balance is £4,677. 
Divi lena 10 per cent.; £2.200 to reserve; £477 carried for- 
ward. 


Lianelly & District Electric Lighting & Traction Co., Ltd. 
— Profit for the year 1920. including £3,016 brought forward. 
£18,901. Loan and debenture interest absorbed £6,069: £1,162 
has been placed to debenture stock redemption; £2.500 to 
general reserve. Dividend 7 per cent. (less tax) on the ordi- 
nary shares, carrying forward £1,341. 


I A 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


TUESDAY EVENING. 


IT would be refreshing were one able to keen out of anv 
article dealing with stocks and shares. or industry of anv 
kind. a reference this week to the position caused bv the coal 
&topnage and the threatened other strikes. Mr. Hodges, in a 
sensible letter to the Timer last week. complained that there 
was an appalling amount of public indifference to the gravitv 
of the situation. but nerhans he did not grasp the true fenti- 
ment of the public. which is simplv that we are ell thoroughly 
fed-up with a crisis which appears to have so little genuine 
ground for its development on tbe part of the miners. Stock 
Exchange and other business is brought to something like » 
standstill, and with industry on every side held up by the 


labour troubles, with uneniployment increasing and níutterings 
of further trouble in the air, it is only natural that investors 
should prefer to look on rather than to utilise capital in. the 
way of juvestinent. Meanwhile, those who are obliged to part 
With their securities in order to satisfy the rapacious tax- 
pgatherer, or the more modest cravings of household require- 
ments, find that only by sharp sucritice can shares be sold ut 
the present time in the great majority of cases. 

]lowever, there 15 a prospect of an immediate reduction in 
the Bank Rate, and in the labour world, the mere fact of 
things having drifted into such a serious state, argues that as 
they cannot become much worse, so the time for their ameliora- 
lion may be nearer than we expect. Therefore the Stock 
Exchange is taking a philosophical view of the prevailing situa- 
tion, and Lord Derby's proposal led to a greatly improved tone 
in the markets. 

Electricity supply shares are keeping up without a tremor. 
Some depreciation has already occurred amongst gas stocks, 
although the decline has been of no great consequence. Gossip 
has it that the electrical undertakings are well supphed with 
coal, and can carry on without difficulty for some weeks. The 
introduction of © Summer tnne " this year is a relief rather 
than a disability, and the recent dividend announcements from 
the electricity supply companies have been sufüciently good to 
encourage holders to retain shares which pay handsomely at 
the present levels. 

The annual report of the American Telephone & Telegraph 
Company is always interesting from the comparison which it 
affords between the United States methods and those of this 
country. The company has a vust capital, considerably over 
1,000 million dollars, and controls telegraph and telephone sys- 
teins in a remarkable manner through the operation of a central 
organisation, 1n conjunction with which is worked the Western 
Electric Company, a manufacturing subsidiary to the parent 
concern. The dividend for last vear is raised from 8 per cent. 
to 9 per cent., and the profits of the company have been multi- 
plied by ten within the last two decades. The American Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company is taking a close and practical 
interest in wireless telegraphy, nor is the corporation afraid of 
spending money on experimental and research work. We hear 
protests in this country against telephone charges in America, 
but the financial showing made by our official department for 
telephone and telegraph work shows up pitifully against the 
profits made by the American concern. 

The increased telephone rates have come into operation 
during the past week in respect of the services in this caun- | 
try. Rates for trunk calls have increased materially. This 
is another blow to Stock Exchange business. One reduction 


is announced, that namely from l.ondon to Dublin, but con- 


sidering the state of Ireland at the present time, and the 
volume of orders in stocks and shares which emanates from 
the distressful isle, there is something almost ironical in this 
change in the downward direction. 

Amid no little excitement. Metropolitan Railway Con- 
solidated stock rose from 24 to 261 the other dav, on a rumour 
to the effect that the company was to be completelv absorbed 
by the Underground Electric Railways of London. The 
nossibilitv of this proving true led to a good deal of buving.. 
The Underground company. however, denied the rumour. 
with the consequence that Metropolitan Consolidated fell back 
to 22}. leaving the stock 14 down on the week. Concurrently 
with the jump in '' Mets.“ Underground Electric Income 
Bonds rose to 724, from which there was also a sharp reaction 
to 674 on the contradiction just mentioned. The ordinary. 
however, are $ up and the IS. shares are 6d. higher at 2 and 
Gs. resnectively. Districts keep tolerably steadv, and in cer- 
tain circles of the Stock Exchange there is talk of a possible 
dividend on the stock in 1929. Tf this should mature. it will 
be the first distribution that District stockholders have re- 
ceived on their ordinary capital for forty vears. Metropolitan 
Electric Tramways 44 per cent. first debenture stock has 
gained 3 points at 60}. 

Changes amongst electricity supply shares are momtlv 
eaused bv the marking of various shares ex dividend. 
Brempton’s and St. James's have both gone back to 6 xd. 
which brings the vield once more to the round 10 ner cent. an 
the money. Chelseas nay the came rate. and Westminsters 
retorn 93 per cent.. Charing Cross ordinary ‘ust over 101. 
Preference shares continne to he in demand. As iWustratine 
the way in which manev is still on the look-out for sarnd 
investments. it is interesting to notice the snecega of the City 
of Auckland 64 per cent. Electrical Undertaking Fxtensions 
Toan. Of this. there was half-a-million sterling in deben- 
tres offered at par. with the principal and interest uncon- 
aitjonallv guaranteed hy the Government of New Zealand. 
The monev was wanted to provide funds for the extension of 
and addition to the present municipa! undertaking. and sub- 
inet ta existing loans, the new loan is a direct obligation of 
the citv. The issue was nromptly subscribed. and the lists 
closed in advance of the dav set. It is expected that when. 
the market starts in the debentures, there will be a premium 
of about 1 per cent. 

The Citv of Tandon Electric 8 ner cent. preference issue of 
2M),000 shares of £1 each. and also 94,050 ordinary shares of 
£1 each, have been underwritten this week. The vreference 
will be offered at Xs. and the ordinarv at 228. 6d. As the 
Central Electric debenture issnegwas underwritten à week or 
eo earlier, curiositv waits upon which of the two prospectuses 
will be published first. 
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Cable stocks and shares show a fair degree of firmness, 
having regard to the conditions of the times. Globe ordinary 
are } up at 15%, while Westerns have recovered half of their 
5s. dividend and are quoted at 16. Eastern ordinary at 160 
is 4 lower. Marconi's have been over 2, but reverted to 
38s. 9d. Lively interest canvasses the possibilities of the next 
dividend, reference to which was made here last week. A 
rise of 30s. to 22 in Great Northerns makes pleasant 
chronicling in days of depression such as these. Telegraph 
Constructions have eased off to 201. | 

Amongst the foreign stocks, British Columbia preference is 
a point lower, and Mexico Tramway Fives have gone back to 
36. On the other hand, Mexican Light and Power Firsts are 
better at 60, although there is no news from Mexico to cause 
movements one way or the other. Para Electric preference 
drooped to 9s. . 

Metropolitan-Vickers preference at 12 have lost 4 of the 
sharp gain they acquired on the satisfactory dividend 
announcement. The ordinary are also a little lower at 18s. 9d. 
Siemens receded to 20s., English Electrics to 11s., and Edisons 
marked down to 9s. Henley’s at 1 5/16 and British Insulated 
at 1 9/16 are both ex dividend; the latter shares show recovery 
of the dividend and 1/16 in addition. Rubber shares are 
weak, the price of the raw stuff having gone back to 104d. a 
pound. Owing to the coal strike, Vickers and other arma- 
ment shares have also given way. Upon Lord Derby's pro- 
posal that the Government should continue the coal control 
for another month. so that full discussion of the situation 
could be entered into by all sides, a part of the previous 
flatness was wiped out in many markets. 


SHARE LIST OF ELEOTRIOAL COMPANIES. 


Home EnzcorRIOITY COMPANIES. 
Dividend Price 


— April 5, Yiela 
1919. 1990. 1921. Rise or fall. p.c.’ 
oe eo ee 19 13 6xd — £10 0 0 
Obarfng Orcus Ordinary ee ee q 8 = 10 6 6 
do. do. do. «à Pret. .. 43 44 s — B B 8 
Ohelsea. . T eo oe oo 4 6 Bxd — 10 0 0 
Gi of London ee ee eo 18 14 93/9 xd 11 16 0 
. do. b per dent. Pref... 6 6 xd +64 618 4 
County of London .. T ee B B Fed +è 10 910 
do. do. 6 per oont. Pref, 6 6 Bxd — 710 0 
Kensin oe ee 3 9 id — 10 18 2 
London 2 9i 1 — 710 0 
do. do. 8 per cent. Pref... 6 6 9 — 1018 3 
Me tan. .. 6 1 Bi — 10 15 4 
d dent. Prof.. 4 43 215 — 718 2 
80. James’ oe ee 13 19 6 — 4 10 0 0 
e Haines Be. „ 7 O3 i. a B17 10 
r * OD ti a 915 3 
TRLEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES, 
Anglo-Am. Tel. Pref a Ead 60a 19 
do. ' Det. ' M M gs i — $ 9 8 
e Tel ne oe ee ve = ‘6 6 
Guba Sub. Ord. ee oe ee 7 7 — 10 15 
on ee LI ee 10 10 16 — 6 6 
el. oe e ee 8 10 160 + 6 b 
Globe Tel. and T, Ord. .. "T 8 10 16i — 9 ‘6 6 
0. do. Pref, .. oe 6 6 9 — 6 18 
Great Northern Tel. T „ 2 2 21 +13 10 0 
Indo-European ry ey 138 10 80 — 8 6 
Marconi ee ee oe „ Ø 26 1 $ - 1 — 
Oriental Telephone Ord. .. , 10 12 a, — 8 9 
United R. Plate Tel. eo ee 8 8 60 = *6 10 
West India and Panama T NII 1* — Nil 
Western Telegraph. . oe ec 10 xd * i *6 6 
| Home Rais, 
1919 1920 
Oentral Tondon Ord. Assented .. 4 h MN ih : 1 9 
ee ee ee . à 
"o ———— E 
4 
0 do. t A * eo Nil Nu 6/- 146d NO 
do. do. Income .. 1 3 873 —4 216 0 
= FonREIGX Trans, &0. 
scio Arg. Trams, First Pref Nil 10 9 6 
46. 0, and Pret, . NO NÀ m Nil 
do, do. b 96 Deb. oe 5 5. — 8 8 0 
Brasil Traotions ee -e ce Nil Nil — Ni) 
British Columbia Elec. Rly. Pice., 5 5 65 — 9 110 
do. do. Preferred M 6 — *8 14 0 
do. do.  Deferred 8 6 — *11 17 6 
do. do. Deb. eo + t = 7 10 8 
Mexico Trams 5 per coent. Bonds.. N — Nil 
Msi eo risu cent. Bonds.. x em i ist — a 
exican mm oe ee — 
do. Pref. ee oe ee Nil Nil 18 -— Nil 
do, lst Bonde .. „ Ni Nil 60 +1 Nil 
MANUFACTURING COMPANIES. | 
Baboook & Wiloox ee ee 0 15 15 a= 96 6 
British Aluminium „ e oe 10 10 1 [6 — 11 8 
British Insulated „„ „„ 19) 15 12 xd * i 9 19 
"a P ee oe ee o r^ 165 i — ir y 
Crompton Ord, — .. s. „ 10 10 18,9 — 14 11 
Edison- x .. 10 10 10% zs 2 
do. do. 8 per coent. Deb, .. 6 b 70 — 1 91 
English Hleetri „„ cw ww Zea. 14 11 
ec 0 ee e ee -— E € " 
Do. * 0 e - 6 18/-xd — 9 4 
Gen. Elec. Pref. oe eo oe 6) 63 18/6 = 7 0 
0. Ord. oe ee ve 10 10 13 = à *8 18 
1 Pret: ee oe m 2 r^ da xd — 1 in 
India. Hüpbar 8 oe „ 10 10 3 — — 
Met.-Viokers Pref, .. oe o = 8 13 — $ 921 
iemens Ord... eo ee eo 10 10 1 = 9 16 
Telegraph Oon. vs «„ „% iC 90 901 -1 *b 18 


* Dividends peid fgee of Income Tax, 


o Q-3 BOGHGOoOescdaws 
* 
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MARKET QUOTATIONS. 
It should be remembered, in making use of the figures appearing 
in the following list, that in some cases the prices are only genera’, 
and they may vary according to quantities and other circumstance, 


Tuesday, April 5th. 


CHEMICALS, &o. 


E rice, 
a Acid, Oxalio "T eee eee eee per lb. 10d $4. ino. 
a Ammoniac Bal do ps „ per ton aT at 
a Ammonia, Muriate (large crystal) —,, £65 6 
@ Bisulphide of Carbon 0 eee IL see ooo 
@ Borax oe TT eee 0 eee 99 H £84 TP 
a Copper Bulphai L . „ 434 El deo. 
a Potash, te eoe eoe eoe per ib. Sid. see 
ae [| Perchlorate eee eee "n 10d 92 
a Shellac .. Mines — 2 Per n 14 10s 10s. des, 
& 0 Magnesia eee eve per „ 
« Sulphur, Sublimed Flowere " 890 n 
« ae ump ove eee . 99 218 eo 
a Drew ess We xe pet 8 42 
a L] 8 0 eee ee per oe 
a Salta er R, casks . per lb, y- 8 
METALS, 40. , 

p Bebbitt's Metal Ingote ., per ton 49640 4900 oa 
c Brass (rolled meta! v to 19" basis) per lb, 1134. 4d. dec. 
e „ Tubes (solid drawn)... "e " M13 to 1/9 25 
e " ire, basis 02 eve ose oe 11jd. qd dee. 
e Oopper Tubes (solid dra bes " - 
c " (beat selected) „ per ton 211 £2 inc. 
c oo oet 00 DII ooo ove 97 £116 £4 ind. 
€ L m eec ese eee I £116 E. ino. 
d  ). (Mlectrolytic) Bars s " 478 10s. 60s. ino, 
d n T Sheets " 8145 £2 ine. 
d [1] [L1] W Rods.. oe A80 10s 50s. ino. 
d n » H.O. Wire.. per Ib. d id. inc 
7 Bbonite Sox eo aoe eee ecc , ne oo 

oe m eee eve LL] - p" 
n German Silver Wire 3 " 2/9 : 
& Gutte-peroha, fine m" eve see ” 14J- to 16}- " 
A Inaia-xubber, Para fine,  .. " 104d. id. deo 
é Iron Pig (Cleveland Warrants) per ton Nom, 2 
7 „ Wire, galv. No. 8, P.O. qual. „ £45 A 
g Lead, English Pig os eee eee LI] 421 10s. 966. ine. 
E Mercury eee ooo poe ecc eve per bot. 213 10 to 213 15 eee 
e Mica (in original cases) small ... per lb. 4d. to / 
€ n " » medium. " 120 1 2% 6 
€ n»n T »p large... T e up 
p Phosphor Bronse, piain " 1/4 to 1/9 
p [T] [T] rolied bars and rods 9/1 to 
p " „ rolled strip & sheet " 3/2 vo 2/7 $6. 
d 5750 A Wire „„ per ib. 18 m 
r Magnes, bars m ove 99 
n Tin, Blook (English) — . 2 per ton £10 to £151 25 deo. 
m „ Wire, Nos. 19010 ..  .. Por Ib. «- ee 
p White Anti-friction Metals: . perton| 478 to £800 

G. Boor & Oo 5 
ew , James & 
e Thos. Bolton & Sons, Led. 4 Edward Till & Co. 
d Frederiok Smith & Oo, i Boiling & Lowe. 
e B. Wiggins & Sons. l Richard Johnson & Nephew, Lad 
f India-mubber, Gutta-Percha and n P. Ormiston & Sons, 
Telegraph Works Oo., Lid. 


r W. F, Dennis & Oo, 


Synchronised d.c. Motors. — The Electrical World describes 
how d.c. motors employed in a paper mill are made to 
operate at the same relative speeds under varying loads by 
coupling them with smaller synchronous motors connected 
in parallel. When the speed of a direct-current motor tends 
to drop the synchronous motor holds it up. This drive con- 
sists of one unit for each section of the paper machine. Each 
unit consists of a d.c. motor and a synchronous motor of about 
20 per cent. of the rating of the d.c. motor, the synchronous 
motor being coupled with the d.c. motor through a reduction 
gear and a belt running on a pair of slightly tapered cones, 
which permit of a total range in speed of 19 per cent. The 
motors and cones are mounted on a common base and directly 
connected to one section of the paper machine. All of the 
synchronous motors are connected to a common bus not tied 
to any other line. They are excited from an exciter bus. Tbe 
d.c. motors are all started from one central remote-control 
panel. The synchronous motors are started at the same time 
by the belts and gears. Since they are all connected to the 
same bus they will start and run in synchronism. 

Under actual operation any change in the load on a part- 
cular section caused by aning the weights or otherwise alter- 
ing conditions will be absorbed by the synchronous machine. If 
the load increases, the machine will act as a motor on that 
particular section and draw its power from the remaining 
synchronous machines, which will immediately act as gene- 
rators and distribute the load over the entire drive. If the 
load decreases, the synchronous machine will act as a generator 
and supply power to the remaining synchronous machines. 
which then act as motors. Any change in load on any section 
is therefore distributed over the whole motor equipment, an 
may change the speed of the paper machine as a whole but 
cannot cause any change in the relative speeds of the various 
sections. : 3 

So long as any synchronous machine operates. within its 
rating either as a motor or as a generator it will not be neces- 
sary to make any adjustments, but if the indicating watt- 
meter in the synchronous machine circuit shows ioo mu 
power it n: be easily brought back to zero by turning the 
rheostat in the direct-current motor field. | 
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THE LABOUR SITUATION AS IT AFFECTS THE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY INDUSTRY. 


By T. W. COLE (Joint Secretary, Home Counties Industrial Council). 
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(Continued from p. 426.) 


IN the previous article I referred to the increasingly 
coherent organisation of the trade unions and the ten- 
dency towards industrial unionism, meaning by this 
term the case where one union covers the whole of an 
industry as contrasted with the case now usual where 
a dozen or so craft unions each have menibers in the 
same industry. I claimed that this had a sociological 
as well as an industrial significance. This brings us to 
the next consideration, namely, the definite political 
Programmes which seek to realise themselves in and 
through industry. Broadly, these various programmes 
are covered by the one general term ‘‘ socialism." This 
term is used to cover a wide variety of political schemes, 
ranging from a diluted kind of Government control up 
to complete State ownership of everything and State 
direction of pretty well the whole of life, and it includes 
à number of intermediate hybrid kinds evolved more 
or less as by-products. The typical forms may be classed 
as State Socialism, Guild Socialism, Syndicalism, and 
Anarchism. There is practically only one of these forms 
that immediately concerns the electricity supply in- 
dustry, and that is Guild Socialism ; but it may be well, 
for clearness, define roughly the tendencies of the 
whole four. 

State Socialisin is the original and classic form of 
socialism Wherein the “ State” itself functions as a 
fairy godmother, owning everything for the common 
good, and ministering to everyone’s needs as they sever- 
ally require or deserve or earn (according to the par- 
ticular scheme under consideration at the moment). 
The experience of the war exercised a profoundly modi- 
fying influence on State Socialism. This State“ 
ordering of life, even in the limited manner which ob- 
tained during the war, disposed of any fairy god- 
mother ” illusion. The workman found that to change 
the capitalist employer for the State employer was of 
very doubtful benefit. Hence, through this and other 
prior influences, a most material modification crept 
into the schemes, and at length Guild Socialism emerged 
fully fledged. In this form of socialism there is still 
State ownership of capital, and all that capital“ 
stands for. or involves, but each industry is managed, 
run, controlled, and all else, by the workers. This same 
dislike of an autocratic State, however, had many years 
before also found expression among ‘‘ socialists’ in 
the evolving of syndicalism. In this variety of socialism 
the workers both own the capital and manage and run 
the whole show—the ‘‘ State being consigned to limbo 
so far as industry is concerned as frankly as was the 
capitalist. Guild Socialism is, therefore, as it were, a 
bvbrid or half-way house between State Socialism and 
svndiealism. Anarchism, the last of the well-defined 
forms, is too theoretical a system to warrant considera- 
tion, and by its nature too incoherent ever to become a 
social force—its final logical expression being, as the 
term most fitly explains, ni'ilism. 

Now trade unionism, as such, as a whole, is very far 
indeed from being wedded to any form of socialisin. 
At most it only coquettes with it; it may flirt, indeed, 
with it to the extent perhaps of almost compromising 
itself, but it still remains well outside the permanent 
partnership of a marital union. In a word, trade 
unions fight shy somewhat of the State ’’ in any of its 
manifestations, appreciating dimly that when once even 
a socialistic state became all-powerful, the trade unions 
would manifestly tend to become very ''small beer“ 
indeed. Of course, in a general and vague sort of way, 
the trade unionists often indulge in phrase- mongering 
wherein the“ State ” is set off as an alternative to the 
iniquitous capitalist, but by this they by no means 
intend to commit themselves to all the implications of 
State Socialism. Coming to the other two forms, Svn- 
dicialism has no hold, in so far as directing any policy 
is concerned, and is indubitably a dwindling factor, 


while anarchism is altogether outside the field of prac- 
tical politics. Moreover, these three forms of socialism 
do not touch industry directly, but aim at altering the 
political machinery of the country, that is, they work 
trom the top, not from the bottom, through industry. 
But when we come to Guild Socialis this works 
through industry, and we have here a force whose in- 
cidence on trade unionism may possibly, in time, be 
very considerable indeed, and whìch is particularly in- 
teresting in connection with the ambitions of the Elec- 
trical Trades Union. 

Guild Socialism frankly leaves the political machinery 
almost alone, and sets out to revolutionise society in 
and through industry. In other words, it seeks to 
realise 1ts social scheme by means of trade unions. The 
furtherance of Guild Socialism, indeed, depends en- . 
tirely, so far as one can see, upon the capture of the 
trade unions. But for the purposes of Guild Socialism 
the unions must be reorganised as industrial unions. 
Now since industrial unions are obviously more power- 
ful than craft unions, this initial part of the pro- 
gramme of Guild Socialism is much in harmony with 
the immediate ambitions of the leading or dominant 
trade unions, and organisation of the union on an in- 
dustrial basis is, as we have mentioned, the: declared 
policy of the E.T.U. "This reorganised machinery opens 
the way for the next step that Guild Socialism urges, 


viz., '' encroaching control” by the employés in the 
several industries, which again is a proposal en- 
tirely in accord with the trade union programme. 
I do not mean, of course, for an instant that 


the Electrical Trades Union or any other union has 
consciously formulated its policy on the lines of Guild 
Socialism—far from it. I dare say many even of its 
leaders know little of it, and care less. The. union is 
merely developing itself in its own interests as a trade 
union, in fact doing what anyone with brains would 
do in its place who wanted to make his union ‘‘ Cock 
of the walk"! But, none the less, the coincidence with 
the programme of Guild Socialism is worth considering. 
Another feature I might mention in this connection is 
the insistence that Guild Socialists place on the neces- 
sitv of not only the workmen, but the technical, clerical, 
and supervisory grades being included in the ‘‘ workers’ 
union." Here again the recent emergency of the 
Electrical Power Engineers’ Association as a solid re- 
presentative union covering the upper technical staff 
is of special significance, especially in view Oi, its 
'* understanding ’’ for purposes of offence and defence 
with the other unions. In a word, there is already in 
the electricity supply industry very nearly a complete 
organisation of the workers’ side, that is, one fragment 
of the Guild Socialist’s dream. All this, however, has 
happened.“ but not designedly. 

The obvious retort to the foregoing is: If it is only 
an accidental coincidence, what does it matter? This 
brings us to the fact that all theoretical ideas sooner 
or later. unless inhibited, work themselves out in prac- 
tice. Now the present state of unionism in the elec- 
tricity supply industry is indisputably fertile ground, 
unless my previous contentions are wrong, for the 
seeds of Guild Socialism. It will be urged, perhaps, that 
it is a far cry before we could get to any possible even 
remote approximation of Guild Socialism. I agree: but 
there are in the dogmas of Guild Socialisin certain lines 
of thought which are immediately of concern to in- 
dustry. It must be realised that this form of socialisin 
is diametrically opposed to Fabianism (that is, a work- 
ing out of ideas by gradually transforming existing 
institutions, and so on). It is frankly revolutionary. 
I do not mean this as abuse, but as describing the 
uncompromising attitude which is a part of its faith. 
One tenet that immediately concerns the industry is 
the one dogmatising that the interests of the workers 
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are utterly and for ever irreconcilable with capitalistic 
industry—that anything which tends to establish peace 
and working agreement between the two is indefensibly 
bad, or worse than uselessly postponing that revolution 
in industry for which every worker should fight to the 
utmost. Guild Socialism preaches that it is the duty of 
every worker to widen in every way the breach between 
capital employer and employé, with the idea of making 
industry under the present capitalistic system unwork- 
able. Here, then, is.an issue which is obviously of vital 
concern from an industrial point of view. Guild 
Socialism. indeed frankly makes every works an arena 
wherein its ideas are to be worked ont in this fashion, 
and its everyday programme is to foment discord until 
all continuance of industry as at present constructed 
is impossible. The moral of all this is that it is of im- 


mediate concern to the electricity supply industry 
whether or no the unionism related to the industry 
adopts Guild Socialisin as its ideal social theory. 

The foregoing indicates, therefore, the way in which 
definite political movements seek to realise themselves 
through industry, and how susceptible is the electricity 
supply industry to such movements, owing to its very 
special circumstances. 

Of the points remaining for consideration, the chief 
is the incidence of the Whitley Councils as now operat- 
ing in the industry, and finally, of course, there is the 
important question whether it is possible to come to 
any determination of policy in view of the important 
part which, as a key industry, electricity supply plays 
in the industrial organisation of the country. 

(To be continued.) 


ITALY OVERCOMING ITS DIFFICULTIES. 


TuovuH Italy does not at present constitute an impor- 
tant Driusnu Market for eiectrical and allied material, 
there is much to interest the electrical manufacturer in 
the wend of affairs in that country since the war. 
Labour problerus have arisen, more difficult than those 
which have been faced in this country, und sull await 
a satisfactory solution, although much progress has 
been made towards a settlement, ‘Lhe high price of 
coal has diverted attention more keenly tuan ever to 
the generation of electricity from water power, great 
sources of which abound in Italy. They are weing 
utilised on à considerable and a growing scale, but on 
the most hopeful estimate many years must elapse before 
their development can produce anything like a revolu- 
tion in the industrial position of the country. These 
and other matters are dealt with in the report by the 
Commercial Counsellor and Commercial Secretary to 
H.M. Embassy, Home, which has just been issued by 
the Department of Overseas Trade (price 1s.). 


The economie importance to Italy of its 
rauway electriication schemes has often 
been explained, and our readers have been 
made aware of the details of the pro- 
gramme. While httle progress has been inade in actual 
construction during the past twelve months, an important 
step has been taken by placing the project in the hands of a 
special department of the State railways administration, con- 
stituted tor the purpose. 1his department hus issued plans 
for the electrification of 4,500 kilometres, in the proportion 
of 61 per cent. by the State railways and 39 per cent. by 
private undertakings. Decisions have been taken as to the 
system to be adopted, and a beginning has been made with 
the work. 

As to the material required for the execution of this pro- 
gramme, the report does not cummit itself to any statement 
regarding the goods that can be supplied by home manu- 
fucturers and those which will be needed from abroad. ‘lhe 
dominant factor at the moment in Italian foreign trade is the 
rate of exchange, and therefore the British commercial repre- 
sentatives justifiably excuse themselves from any analysis of 
the market requirements and of the methods of business best 
adapted to it, since the question 1s not what the country would 
like to buy, but what it can afford to buy. In a recent report 
from Turin the Consul states that little trade is being done 
in British machinery, machine tools, and accessories, owing 
to the excessively high prices quoted, and that even if the 
exchange were normal, the cost of British. articles. would 
preclude any important business. Theoretically, the effect 
of the exchange on Italian import trade should be counter- 
balanced by the advantage to her export trade, of being able 
to sell at a low price in foreign currency, but in practice this 
is nullified bv the comparatively small amount which she is 
able to export. 

Foreign sellers are demanding more stringent conditions 
with regard to payment, and cases are reported. where cash 
against documents is asked for in place of the 30 and 90 days’ 
credit which was formerly allowed, and where exporters are 
even refusing to make consignments on any terms at all. 
Italian buyers are protesting against the new conditions on 
the ground that they ure not justitied by the circumstances, 
and in some cases have refused to place orders in consequence. 
The action of the sellers is due in part to the distrust engen- 
dered by the recent industrial. disturbances. As a general 
rule it mav be said that greater care is required in selecting 
risks than at a time when conditions are normal, but that 
if this is exercised, trading with Italy is not more difficult 
than before the war. lu this connection reference may be 


Railway 
Electriricauon. 


made to the work of the British Chamber of Commerce in 
Italy. Which, through Its extensive local connections, Dae 
irequenuy been in à position io render valuable assisdüce 10 

. à 4 r je : : 
brush waders ‘lhe most important American commu 


American and dites Which dung the period under review 


ueriaüan had been competing wato pritish pro 
Competuon. uuct8 Were, alter coul, metals and meul 
prouaucts, machinery, ana scientie Metu- 

ments. Germany, wnich formerly came trsi among te 


countries with waich Italy traded, at present occupies sti 
piace, with a volume OL trade wuch 18 one-sixth tuat of we 
United States, and one-quarter that of Great britam. her 
priucipal nnports Irom Italy during the fret eigut munthe u 
190 were nemp, SHK (raw thrown), und Cltrous fiuit, and 
her principal exports machinery. iron and steel, dye, aud 
s&mali nara ware goods With Which the shops are uued. Anke 
have appeared in the Italian commercial Press coinmenubg 
very severely on the post-war German methodus ot busines, 
and on their disregard of their obligations, as dliown m cades 
of refusal to deliver at the stipuiated price. At the sawe 
time, it would appear that they ure making rapid progress m 
regaining their position on tne Itahan market. ‘Lhe value 
of the machinery which Germany supplied to Italy in the 
brst halt of 1920 was equal to that whicn came frum America 
and nearly three times as great as that coming from tbe 


United hingdom. The co-operative movement in Italy con- 


tinues to extend, and is receiving acute 
support from the Government, 1n accord- 
ance With tne view, more than once en. 
dorsed by Parliament, that co-operation appears to be the 
most efücient instrument tor promoting produuctjon, checking 
speculation, and establishing s8atistactory relations between 
capital and labour. l 

Ihe appucation of the co-operative principle to large 1m- 
dustrial enterprises is, however, still at the experimental 
stage. As hus happened elsewhere, it is condemned bD) 
the extreme socialists on the ground that it is only another 
method ot putting prohts into the pockets of the capituiste. 
Even more open-minded observers are doubtful of its suit- 
ability, at the present moment, in the case of undertakings 
which require à vast amount of capital and a widespread 
commercial organisation, both for the purchase ot tle raw 
materials and tor the marketing of the products. Still. tbe 
experiment is being made, the most notable instance belle 
tbe Italian Metallurgical Co., which owns 16 workshops, I. 
cluding foundries, arsenals, and engineering works, und which 
is fitting out ships, turning out raitway material, und carryibe 
on works costing tens of millions of lire. 


Co-operative 
movement, 


Exhaustion, disorganisation, and jm- 
Future Doverishinent are disasters which the pe 
Prospects. has brought on almost all the combatan 


nations, and on Italy in a special degree 
because she was at the outset less well equipped to bear the 
strain. But the chief obstacle to her recovery is labour uw 
rest. g 
A special danger arises from the fact that the labour move 
ment in Italy is in the hands of the Communists. There . 
indications, however, that the constitutional parties. M 
which the remedy lies and which have hitherto been apathet 
are beginning to organise themselves for resistance. Tik 
If to the settlement of the labour question can be adde 1 
efficient administration of the carefully considered les 
programme which has been framed to meet the h 
the future will be clear. Before the war the economic posi Pi 
of Italy was sound and her credit stood high. Her 190 5 
resources and advantages, with perhaps the exception of c ii 
labour, are still what they used to be. Weakened thong? 
she is by the efforts which she has made, there 18 no 0 
why she should not regain the position which she former 
occupied. 
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COST OF ELECTRICAL RESISTANCE 
WELDING. 
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By L. E. WILSON. 


(Abstract of paper read before the LIVERPOOL SuB-CENTRE of 
the NORTH-WESTERN CENTRE of the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEERS.) 


‘THE installation of electric welding machines has been regarded 
generally from the point of view that they are machines for 
special purposes only, and that there must be sufficient work of 
@ specific nature to keep them more or less fully employed. In 
the majority of cases, in addition to the standard or repetition 
work for which they were primarily intended, welders may be 
used for jobbing work with considerable advantage and 
economy. This is apparent to users of electric welders, but to 
those who have the matter under consideration it is a point 
which should bear greater influence on their final decision. 
There are cases where this does not apply, but they are in the 
minority. 
There is every reason why welders should not be looked 
upon as machines for special purposes only, but as machines to 
be installed in à similar manner to lathes, drilling machines, 
&c., upon which definite operations within the scope of the 
machines may be carried out, and it would be to the advan- 
tage of all engineering works to instal a butt and spot welder 
as part of their general equipment. ‘The earning power of an 
electric welder is very much higher than that of the usual 
machine tools; the period in which the profit earned equalled 


the capital expended in special cases has been from 3 to 16 
weeks, but when welders are engaged for general purposes the 
period will be much longer. 

Seam welders are not so universal in their application, and 
are usually installed for special purposes only, although great 
improvements have recently been made, which will increase 
their sphere of application considerably. I[t is only recently 
that seam welders have been made which will weld steel sheets 
without their having to be cleaned to remove the scale, al- 
though without cleaning the speed of welding is reduced. 
Against this is the*saving effected by the material not having 
to be pickled which, under the best conditions, is not a plea- 
sant process and has to be carried out within a few hours 
previous to the welding operation. 

Where resistance welding can be applied, the cost of manu- 
facturing is reduced considerably, which will subsequently lead 
to modincations in designs so that as much work as possible 
will be done on the welders with a corresponding reduction in 
the cost of the article produced; this results in a greater 
demand, and although there may not be sufficient work to keep 
. the welders in operation the full number of working hours, to 
commence with, the periods when the welders are not in 
use will be reduced automatically. Generally speaking, the 
larger the size of welder installed, the greater the return on 
the capital invested. This will be apparent when it is re- 
membered that the actual time required to make a weld varies 
from a fraction of a second up to, say, one minute for a section 
of 9 sq. in. Sections of 3 sq. in. have been welded in 5 seconds, 
and the total time required to place the article on the welder, 
carry out the operation, weld, unclamp and remove from 
the machine is 15 seconds. The fastest time for making a 
similar weld in a blacksmith's fire was six minutes; this was 
upon a plain rectangular section, but for other sections, 
whereas the time for electric welding is practically the same, 
blacksmith's welds take much longer. In one particular case 
30 minutes was required to make one weld with highly skilled 
labour against six minutes for the same section with semi- 
skilled labour in the case of the electric welder. The cost of 
making welds of large area on electric welders is about 10 per 
cent. of that of fire-made welds. 

If one examines closely the number of jobs which at the pre- 
sent time are done in a general engineering shop which could 
be carried out on electric welders at a fraction of the present 
cost, it will be seen that such inachines are necessities and 
not luxuries. For instance, in one case special joints in tubes 
cost 19s. 8d. to make mechanically against 10d. electrically, 
and no maintenance required. Other general jobs are the weld- 
ing of bolt heads on to stock bar, building up forgings, repair- 
ing broken shafts of various descriptions, and other jobs 
peculiar to any particular work. Say a butt welder were in- 
stalled at a total cost of £500, after jobs which cost roughly 
£600 by the usual method have been welded the welder will 
have paid for itself. A standard spot welder was installed for 
general work including fixing of stiffening bars on to 
moulds. It was imperative that there should not be any 
projections on the inside of the mould; this would have neces- 
sitated the use of countersunk headed rivets and screws, 
whereas by welding the strips on, no special precautions had 
to be taken. The cost of the welder, including fixing, was 
approximately '£170, and the reduction in labour cost alone 
was more than 50 per cent. in addition to the saving in rivets. 
There were no cases of failure due to poor welding. In addi- 
tion to the reduction in cost of production, there is another 


weld submitted is of excellent quality. 


important point to remember, that is, the output from a given 
space is increased. 

Une ot the largest installations of heavy butt welders is 
engaged on the welding of foundation bands for solid tires. 
This "proposition was an ideal one from a welding point of 
view, and one which lent itself to systematic organisation. 
The stock is sheared to a standard length and rolled to the 
required diameter, the ends of the band being left flat. ‘This is 
of great advantage, as it facilitates clamping in the welder, 
and does not necessitate the provision of special blocks for 
different diameters of bands. The rolling scale is removed 
from the ends of the material for a few inches to ensure a 
good contact between the lower blocks and the band. ‘The 
question whether it is necessary to clean the material on 
any Job resolves itself into whether the cost of such PORE 
is lower than the cost of the renewal of contact blocks; 
this case it is more economical to clean the ends of the "s 
The bands are fed into the machine from one &ide, placed in 
position on the lower blocks, the clamps closed, and the ends 
brought slowly together by means of the hydraulic rams; as 
the ends come in contact the metal is burnt away until there 
is contact the full width of the section. When this has taken 
place, further pressure 1s applied, the material on either side 
of the joint heats up rapidly, and then when the correct 
temperature has been reached, the valve controlling the 
hydraulic ram is opened and the full pressure applied to the 
material, and the weld is upset. Then the clamps are opened, 
the slide returns to the first position, and the band is removed 
from the welder, the superfluous metal being sheared off imme- 
diately, and later the joint is ground. All bands are then 
placed on a machine and elongated to the correct size, which 
incidentally tests the weld. As an experiment a 36-in. dia- 
meter band was stretched, and the increase in circumference 
without fracturing was 13 inches. 

The average speed of welding 1,000 bands was 40 bands per 
hour. For a short period 19 bands were welded in 15 minutes. 
The actual time taken to weld the bands was very small. 

The results of tests taken on 20,847 bands showed that 0.28 
per cent. were slightly cracked and 0.187 per cent. broken. 
Of the broken bands, 17 were directly due to defective mate- 
rial; the actual percentage of broken welds was, therefore, 
equal to .11 per cent. In addition to the elongation test, one 
per cent. of all bands manufactured is subjected to a ghock 
test; a 60-lb. weight is arranged to fall 18 in. at the rate of 
45 strokes per minute for 10 hours. There have not, however, 
been any failures under this test. Welded bands picked out 
indiscriminately are submitted to, the National Physical 
5 for test, and the following is the result of one of 
them :— 

The microscopic examination shows that the sample of 
It is quite sound and 
free from any appreciable quantity of oxide or other inclu- 
sion. It is one of the best examples of welding of this kind 
which has yet been examined in this laboratory.” 

The actual cost of labour (one operator and one assistant) 
works out at 1.75 pence per band, and taking electricity at 1d. 
per unit, the approximate cost for energy per weld of 2.75 
8q. in. section equals 0.3d., or a total of 2.05 pence per band, 
which is many times lower than the cost of ordinary smith's 
welding. The cost of removing the upset is more than the 
cost of the weld; the actual cost for labour for trimming and 
grinding being 21d. per band. 

There is another item on all welders to which great con- 
sideration must be given, that is, the type of contact block to 
be used. The life of the blocks on band welders is from 
40,000 to 50,000 welds, and the surfaces required re-machining 
every 4,000 welds. This life may seem rather short, but an 
exceedingly heavy clamping pressure must be used to ensure 
that there will not be any slipping when the weld is upset. 
Copper is the best material for making these blocks, as far as 
electrical properties are concerned, but mechanically it 1s not 
NER and this accounts for the comparativ ely short life of the 

ocks. 

In the case of the welds made when building up forgings 
or a piece which can be machined easily afterwards, the upset 
is not of such importance, but when its removal is difficult 
it must be considered carefully; also it is sometimes necessary 
for a weld to be produced so that there is no increase in the 
size of the finished material. In this case the welders are 
fitted with swages and a trimming box. Welders for 
making chain and welding wire preparatory to drawing 
through dies are the chief machines with this attachment. 

One of the necessary evils attached to butt welding is the 
removal of the surplus metal after the weld is made. When 
the minimum current at which it is possible to make a weld . 
is used, there is considerably more swelling at the weld than 
with a higher current. This is due to the fact that witn the 
lower current the operation takes longer, und the heat spreads 
along the metal being welded, consequently when the up- 
setting pressure is applied, there is a certain inerease in 
area. Whereas with a higher current the metal is heated much 
quicker, and consequently the heat does not spread along the 
bar, and the increase made is confined to a shorter length, 
the time required to make a weld varving with the square of 
the current. 

This question of the form of upset is a serious one, and must 
be considered with every butt welding proposition, as it is 
sometimes more economical to use a higher welding current 
for a given section, as by so doing the upset of the weld is 
muen easier to remove than if a lower current were used. 
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THE LONG-DISTANCE TELEPHONE SYSTEM 
' OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


DISCUSSION LN LONDON. 


Dr. J. A. FLEMING, in opening the discussion at the Institu- 
tion of Electrical Engineers on Sir W. Noble’s paper, which 
was abstracted in our lust issue, said that it would not 
have been possible to apply thermionic valves to tele- 
phonic purposes if they had not been developed in con- 
nection with wireless telegraphy beforehand. He exhibited a 
Number of valves of historic interest, and after pointing out 
how they dittered in construction, said that the author had 
not mentioned the results obtained over the Chicago-Los 
Angeles hne, which were entirely due to the use of valves. 
He also missed any relerence to oxide-coated valve filaments 
in the paper, and he asked the author whether the P.O. had 
made any investigations in connection therewith or with 
helium-filled valves; the latter had been largely used during 
the war period. Dr. kieming mentioned that recently a tele- 
phone conversation had taken place between two ships, one 
being in the Pacific and the other in the Atlantic Ocean, the 
message having been relayed by means of valves and trans- 
mitted partly by wireless und partly overlund across the 
- American continent. . 

Mr. A. J. STUBBS, after referring to the success of the Liver- 
pool-London cable mentioned in the paper, said that the results 
showed that the Post Office authorities were not asleep; the 
achievements of their engineers had been great, but they were 
not appreciated because it was not sufliciently realised what 
.they hud done. "Their work was not known generally. 

Mr. A. Jones, of the Western Electric Co., New York, brietly 
referred to transmission problems, and explained that the test- 
ing equipment of the American Bell system had been stan- 
dardised to a high degree. lle had thrown on the screen a 
lantern slide showing the transmission gain frequency of a 
two-wire repeater set, and explained that they now possessed 
apparatus by the use of which they could determine those 
curves in commercial service in less than an hour. He was 
of the opinion that in the near future they would be operating 
in e U.S.A. trunk telephone circuits of a length of 1,000 
miles. 

Mr. J. E. KINGSBURY read extracts from a memorandum 
dated 1905, which was issued on the occasion of the inaugura- 
tion of a certain new telephone line. Attached to the memo- 
randum was a map similar to that in the author's paper, but 
the significant point was that the 1905 map did not show a 
single piece of underground cable; a comparison with tig. 10 
would indicate the enormous development that had taken 
place. After pointing out the advantages obtained from the 
use of underground cable, the speaker recalled that the first 
standard cable could only be used over a distance of 20 miles, 
say, between London and Croydon, whereas modern cable with 
attachments could easily be used between, say, London and 
Home, another indication of the advance that had been made. 
The thermionic valve was a marvellous piece of apparatus, 
and it would lead to very great results being achieved. 

Mr. Ericsson referred to line characteristics and their effect 
on repeater operation, and thought it was unfortunate that 
70-Ib. cable had been chosen to produce the curves shown in 
fig. 4 because the results might be misleading. He showed 
lantern slides illustrating. frequeney/impedance curves for 


loaded 20-lb. per mile cable, and explained how the good 


differed from the bad curves. 

Mr. F. GiLL, former chief engineer to the National Telephone 
Co., showed slides which clearly indicated the effect of loading 
and of repeaters on the total weight of copper that was re- 
quired in the case of both overhead wire and underground 
cable. Other shdes showed the carrier circuits and terminal 
boards used on the New York-Chicago line. 

Another speaker, in referring to the ditficulties encountered 
in designing the testing transformers, thought that the tele- 
phone repeater transforiner and valve could be made a very 
much better piece of apparatus if it were considered as a 
whole. In connection with valve design, when stuaying 
characteristic curves, they should beware of curves which only 
gave part and not the whole story. Different characteristics 
were required according to the conditions under which the 
valve was called upon tø work. For telephone purposes the 
valve was put to very refined use, and it should be remem- 
bered that m that case it was not adjustable and under con- 
stant skilled attention as was the case when it was used in a 
Wireless telegraph station. 

Sir W. NOBLE, in briefly replying to the questions asked dur- 
ing the discussion, said that many experiments had been 
carried out by the P.O. in connection with valves, but he had 
not referred fully to the subject. because other authors had 
done so already; his object was to describe the long-distance 
telephone system of the United Kingdom, not the valves used. 


DISCUSSION AT EDINBURGH. 


Ox March Sth, Mr. J. E. Savers, chairman. of the Centre, 
presiding, Sir W. Noble's paper was read and discussed at 
Edinburgh by the SCOTTISH CENTRE of the INSTITUTION, 

Mr. R. WARING thought that to an old telegraph engineer 
the paper was of peculiar interest. The early troubles with 
short leugths of air spaced cables, due to lightning, were a real 


difficulty at the time, but some of them were due to workmen 
tollowing the practice which had obtained when gutta percha. 
covered conductors were in general use, t.e., if there was 4 
foot or two to spare, it was lett in a coil in the joint box at 
the foot of the pole. At any ru e. it was at places such as 
those that the speaker had fou: one or two faults caused 
by lightning. Throughout the whole range of the work on 
underground cables, a dogged strugyie with ditticulties had 
been waged. Sir William had show. the edifice as it stood 
to-day, but had left out the scall. bag; while the technical 
information in the paper would b vf value there was the 
other side which at the moment was of special interest. 
Scotland had had since l9U6 a stebie telegruph service w 
England provided by means of the Edinburph—Glasgow— 
London underground cable. They now saw a similar stability 
in sight for the telephone service. With a stable and prompt 
service there would surely be marked development in tratte 
which should belie the author's figures relating to Scotland 
which showed that Glasgow, with six circuits to London at 
present, was expected to need twelve only in 1430, as com- 
pared with 80 between London and Liverpool. Sir William's 
otlicers would require to modify that installation. 

Mr. J. R. M. ELLIOTT explained that in recent years im- 
provement had followed on improvement almost before the 
intermediate stages of construction or Installation had had 
time to reach maturity, and betore the comparatively recent 
process of loading had been developed to anything like it 
)uximuin extent. Sir Witham had shown tbe marvellous 
development which would be possible (with minimum ex- 
penditure) by the employment ot valve amplifiers. At a recent 
weture Which the speaker had attended in Newcastle (ou tbe 
properties of the thermionic valve) the lecturer complained 
of the want of rigidity in. valves of British manufacture, and 
expressed the opinion that modern Gerinan- made valves were 
much superior in the matter of rigidity. df that was the 
case it behoved British. manufacturers to lose no time in 
attending to that serious detect. ‘Lhe present trunk centres 
had grown up by degrees and through torce of circurnstanees 
had become situated in large towns. In adopting the met 
economical lay-out of route, new trunk centres mipit hate 
to be established, but in some cases they might not comad 
with the large towns as in the past, and might actualy be 
thrown into country areas. With reference to the temporary 
repeater station installed at Leicester, it seemed to be unía- 
tunate that a special effort could not have been made to 
provide the buildings at Northampton and Derby in time 
tor the completion of the cable. Temporary expedients, par- 
ticularly in the matter of premises, had nowadays a tendency 
to become more or less permanent and, so long as it was 
possible to carry on, the question of efficiency or otherwise 
was apt to fall into the background when the costs of new 
premises were under consideration. Sir William made no 
reference to the insulation resistance of cables, rather an 
important matter; he might have had some good reason for 
that omission, but in circuits such as were shown in bg. 10 
was it necessary to maintain any minimum standard of in- 
sulation for such circuits? 

Mr. W. Woop said how unfortunate it had been that merely 
through ignorance certain sections of the Press and public 
had recently so unjustly complained about the telephone 
system generally. As a railway engineer, the speaker prob- 
ably worked as closely with the Post Office engineering de- 
partment as anyone, and he took that opportunity of saying 
that, considering the most difficult conditions that tbe Post 
Otice engineering staff had had to contend with owing fo 
the war, their achievements in overeoming difficulties and 
keeping the telephone system going as they had done had 
been nothing short of marvellous. Serious attention would 
have to be given by Post Office and railway engineers to 
inductive interference from power circuits, especially in view 
of the development of high-power overhead transmission m 
various parts of the country which would take place in the 
near future. In America the question had been gone into 
most thoroughly, and a committee had reported in the greatest 
possible detail and recommended rules for the construction 
and operation of power and communication lines for the 
prevention or mitigation of inductive interference. Close co- 
operation would be required between telephone and power 
engineers, and unless definite instructions and rules were 
recognised by both, the problem would be well nigh insoluble. 
As in the case of disturbance from neighbouring telephone 
and telegraph circuits, which the author had stated had to be 
treated to suit* varying conditions, so would different 0 
ditions obtaining on power lines of different formation an 
loads have to be separately Considered, and the special 
methods of transposing agreed upon between both p 
Residual voltages and currents were a principal cause ° 
inductive interference, and it was interesting to notice the 
effect. of wave shape on interference. Wave shapes 09" 
different power systems in practice were found to have very 
wide variations; an unfavourable wave shape, that was. 0l 
having a high proportion of harmonies, was most likely 10 
make telephone circuits inoperative, pointing to the impor 
ance of strict attention being given to the design of machine’. 
At the present time it was almost impossible to tackle ! j 
problem satisfactorily unless rules were laid down. ‘The lost 
Oftice had a research department of very high standing. ah 
that organisation had been set up to deal with matters 9 
that kind. 
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Mr. J. D. TAxLOR pointed out that in 1896 Edinburgh was 
connected to the outer worl by eight long-distance telephone 
circuits; in 1912 the number ot such circuits had increased to 
Ji; and in 1920 to 164 circuits carrying about 8,000 long- 
distance calls per day. In spite of that heavy load of long- 
distance trathc, in addition to the large number of local calls, 
99 per cent. of all telephone calls which originated at Edin- 
burgh were effected without delay. The speaker exhibited 
two drawings showing the growth of the telephone service 
in the East of Scotland. The following comparative details 
of the long-distance telephone service of the United Kingdom 
indicated how the service had grown: In 1898 the number 
of working trunk circuits was less than 1,000; to-day it was 
nearly 7,000. Je mileage of trunk circuits in 1896 was less 
than 50.000, but was nearly doubled in the two years from 
loo to 1898. lt had been increased by 15 times between 
lo96 and 1920; from 1598 to 1220 the increase was eight times, 
and the total mileage was now nearly 450.000. The increase 
in the average value of calls between 1893 and 1920 had been 
one and a half times. The revenue from trunk circuits in 
1896 was about £130,000 per aunum; it was now 41, 860. 000 
per annum. The nuinber oi trunk calls had risen from 
9,000,000 in 1898 to between 50 and 60 millions to-day. With 
stable, almost fault-free underground telephone loops, it should 
be possible to provide satisfactor" call, or service circuits, by 
superimposed telegraph circuits in cases where the very 
Hie and important main circus! were loaded with revenue 
tratiic. 

Mr. Hart, referring to Mr. Elio^''s remark about German 
valves, said that the glass work im the German valves was 
of a very high order, perhaps be.ter than anything we 
could do, but as regarded the eílic;-acy of the valves, he 
believed that we could produce valves in this country that 
were equal to any produced in the werld. Soon after the 
armistice Sir William Noble sert hin across to Cologne. 
They heard that the German administration had set up 
some very wonderful telephone circuits at Constantinople, 
Vienna, Berlin. Brussels, and in France, and had linked 
them all up by some very wonderful circuits which was 
effected by means of some very fine telephone repeaters, of 
which one was said to be stationed «t Cologne. He went 
to Cologne, and with the very kind assistance of the oflicer 


comman ding there brought back the inportant parts of that 


German telephone, and they examined taem in London. ‘They 
found they were a little bit worse than their own. The British 
Flying Corps had seen some very fine samples of valves, 
but when they were compared with the valves which 
were being produced in this country at the rate of 
thousands per day by several firms, the German valves were 
found to be in no way superior to British ones except that 
the glass blowing was certainly admirable. In Sir William’s 
table referring to a test of an underground telephone cable, 
the leakage factor was given as " unreliable" at the high 
frequencies. The speaker said he had something to do with 
these tesis (although he was unaware that they had been 
put down as unreliable), and he explained that the apparatus 
with which the tests were made was the best apparatus that 
could be obtained in Eng'«ud or anywhere. At 30,000 the 
figures would have been Lexzative, that was to say, showing 
an insulation which had a negative value. 

Sir WILLIAM NOBLE, in Lrietly replying to the discussion, 
explained that the German valve at first sight looked a first- 
class article, but on further examination and test it was found 
not to be so good as their own, although the glass was better. 
They would try, if possible. to get repeater stations in or 
near towns. because the facilities were much greater, and 
it was much better for the staff to be near towns. In con- 
nection with all the development of the telephone repeater 
and so forth, the Post Office would not be called upon to 
pay a penny piece in royalty, because its own officers had 
pretty well anticipated anything which had been done. 


THE SAFEGUARDING OF INDUSTRIES. 


THE following are the proposed ways and means resolutions 
which have been presented to Parliament :— 

Resolution I.—That for a period of five years from the 
passing of an Act for giving effect to this resolution there 
shall be charged on any of the following articles imported into 
Great Britain or Ireland a Customs duty of an amount equal 
to 334 per cent. of the value of the article, that is to say :— 

(a) Optical glass and optical elements, whether finished 
or not, microscopes, field and opera glasses, theodolites, sex- 
tants, spectroscopes. and other optical instruments. 

(b) Beakers, -flasks, burettes. measuring cylinders, thermo- 
meters, tubing, and other scientific glassware and lamp-b!lown 
ware, evaporating dishes, crucibles, combustion boata, and 
other Jaboratory porcelain. 

(c) Galvanometers, pryometers. electroscopes. : barometers, 
analytical and cther precision balances, and other scientific 
instruments, gauges and measuring instruments of precision 
of the tvpes used in engineering machine shops and viewing 
rooms. whether for use in such shops.or rooms or not. 

(d) Wireless valves and similar rectifiers, and vacuum tubes. 

(e) Ignition magnetos aud permanent magnets. 

(f) Arc-lamp carbons. l 7 


7 


(g) Hosiery latch needles. 

(^) Metallic tungsten, ferro-tungsten and manufactured pro- 
ducta of metallic tungsten and compounds (not including ores 
or minerals) of thorium, cerium and the other rare earth 
metals. . * 

(i) All synthetic organic chemicals (other than synthetic 
organic dyestutis, colours, and colouring matters imported 
for use as such, and organic intermediate products imported 
for their manufacture), analytical reagents, all other fine 
chemicals and chemieals manufactured by fermentation pro- 
cesses ; 
including any articles comprised in any list which may from 
time to time be issued by tbe Board of Trade for defining 
the articles which are to be taken as falling under any of 
the general descriptions set out above. 

Resolution II.—Yhere shall be charged on any of the follow- 
ing articles imported into Great Britain or Ireland, in addition 
to any other duties of Customs chargeable thereon, a Customs 
duty of an amount equal to 334 per cent. of the value of the 
article, that 1s to say :— 

Articles of any class or description in respect of which an 
order by the Board of Trade has been made under any Act 
of the present Session for giving effect to this resolution, if 
manufactured in whole or in part in any of the countries 
specified in the Order, or deemed to be so manufactured. 

Any such Order as aforesaid may be made on the ground 
that articles of the class or description in question are being 
sold or offered for sale in the United Kingdom :— 

(a) At prices below the cost of production thereof; or 

(b) At prices which, by reason of depreciation in the value 
in relation to sterling of the currency of the country in which 
'the goods are manufactured, are below the prices at which 
similar goods can be profitably manufactured in the United 
Kingdom; 
and that by reason thereof employment in any industry in 
the United Kingdom is being or is likely to be seriously 
affected. 

For the purposes of this resolution. cost of production“ 
in relation to goods of any class or description means the 
current sterling equivalent of: — 

(a) The wholesale price at the works charged for goods of 
the class or description for consumption in the country of 
manufacture; or 

(b) If no such goods are sold for consumption in that 
country, the price which, having regard to the prices charged 
for goods as near as may be similar when so sold or when 
sold for exportation to other countries, would be so charged 
if the goods were sold in that country. 
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ARTIFICIAL ILLUMINATION FOR 
KINEMATOGRAPHY. 


By J. C. ELVY. A. M. I. E. E. 


(Abstract of paper read before the ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING 
SOCIETY.) 


THERE are a number of points to be considered in the lighting 
equipment of a kinema studio. The essential factors are the 
actinic values of the various lighting units available, the 
amount of electrical energy required to operate them. the 
initial cost of the equipment, and the cost of maintenance. 

The first desiderata to be considered are the illumination, 
its manipulation, and the photographic facilities. Then comes 
the secondary question of housing, which 1s a constructional 
engineering job. 

What we have. lacked in this country is & sufhciency of 
efüciently designed and equipped studios, the. illumination 
equipment being mobile in every way, with flexibility and 
ease of control. The amount of electricity demanded may 
reach a figure too high for ordinary networks, necessitating 
new cables or special generating plant on the premises. 

Only those promoters who attack this question boldly on 
broad, sound lines, by obtaining the advice and guidance 
of experts in each branch of the industry can hope to hold 
their own. 

EyesIGHT TROUBLES IN KINEMA STUDIOS. 

There seems to be a general impression that the main 
source of eyesight trouble in studios, when it occurs, is the 
exposure to sources of very great intrinsic brilliancy. It is 
possible that the strong ultra-violet component in some lights, 
which is highly desirable from the photographic standpoint, 
may accentuate a tendency to inflammation of the eyes. as 
it has been remarked in other processes, e.g., in arc-welding, 
&c. Inflammation or scorching of the skin which accom- 
panies eye-irritation in some cases is also a well-known result 
of excessive exposure to ultra-violet light. Again, prolonged 
exposure to light of a peculiar colour may lead to subsequent 
derangement of colour vision. 

It is impossible for artistes to act naturally under the 
hlinding glare of points of high intrinsic. brilliancy. 

T understand that a film production studio does not come 
within the scope of the Factory Acts. In one particular case 
where T advised on a scheme, I considered it the safest policy 
so to frame my specification that all requirements of the 
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Factory Acts were complied with, including safeguards against 
fire risk, and aiso risk of shock or burns to persons, which 
may conceivably arise from trailing cable without adequate 
protection. 

Apart from the tragic side of this abundance of light, it is 
uneconomical for black and white work, a great deal of elec- 
tricity being wasted in the photographic sense. 

A point of very great importance in the lighting of kinema 
studios is the distinction between visible and ultra-violet 
light. For photographie purposes, that is, for actinic rays, 
the visual light is practically of no value as a guide. From 
the photographic standpoint it is desirable to select an illu- 
minant with a strony ultra-violet constituent, a certain amount 
of which is necessarily absorbed by the camera-lens. All 
varieties of ultra-violet light are not equally injurious, and 
it would be a useful inquiry to ascertain whether the rays 
which are chiefly needed from a photographic standpoint fall 
within the range of wave-length that is liable to cause eye 
trouble. 

Dr. Mees, the director of research of the Eastman Kodak 
Co., remarks that for kinematograph work it is an advantage 
to use for ordinary (photographic) materials, light of an aver- 
age wave-length as near as possible to 400 millimicrons. He 
gives the photographic efficiency of the enclosed arc as 62 
per cent.; flame arc, 52 per cent.; mercury vapour (not quartz 
type, quartz is transparent to ultra-violet rays), 47 per cent. 

The 220-volt arc seems radically different in many of its 
properties from the 110-volt enclosed arc. From the stand- 
point of speed 220-volt enclosed arcs were considered the best 
in commercial use in 1915 for photographic work not involving 


colour-quality. Tests appear to have shown that the enclosed. 


arc was four times as powerful as the open arc, using ordinary 
carbons, and gave at least twice as much photographic light 
as the open lamp using white flame carbons. 


THe LIGHTING OF SCENES IN STUDIOS. 


As a rule the three-sided enclosure in which the piece is 
acted has a greater width at the front, facing the operator, 
so that the two enclosing sides slope outwards. Masses of 
lights are arranged at the front on either side of the stage. It 
may also be desirable to supplement this front lighting by 
overhead units. In some cases concealed lights towards the 
rear of the stage are needed to show up the background. 

Much remains to be done in the design of special reflectors 
and shades, and in the selection of the positions of 
light, which may have a considerable effect on the 
energy consumption. The retlectors at present provided have 
usually a wery simple contour, and much light may escape 
outside the actual boundary of the stage where it 1s needed. 
[t is conceivable that by using a polished reflector, giving 
a narrower beam, and then subsequently screening this hgm. . 
the desired reduction in intrinsic brilliancy might be gamed, 
without efliciency being unduly sacrificed. i 

One of the chief objections to be taken to modern lighting 
methods in studios is the use of " flooding " lights, which 
impair the artistic qualities of the film-picture. Extreine 
black and white contrasts are fatiguing to the eyes. The 
'' floodlights ’’ used to produce these effects involve the con- 
centration of light in an almost parallel beam, as in a search- 
light. It is obviously better to get the desired resu by 
accentuating the actinic value rather than by concentration of 
great amounts of relatively inefficient visible energy. 

Wasteful illuininants involve unduly large generating plant 
and excessive consumption of energy. Maintenance costs of 
illuminants must also be considered (¢.g., mercury vapour 
lamps require no recarboning. open arcs require recarboning 
at more frequent intervals than enclosed arcs, &c.). 

The suggestion that illuminants using white hghts should 
be covered with blue glass cannot be approved. Such screen- 
ing involves a loss in etliciency. One merely absorbs a con- 
siderable amount of visible light, and some ultra-violet. What 
is desirable is to produce a source which itself emits radiation 
of the requisite quality. 

Photographers generally agree that a uniform white skv— 
Nature's own diffuser—is the ideal condition. Therefore, 
why not, when producing exterior scenes inside a studio, 


imitate diffused daylizht as closely as possible, or for a room: 


scene in daylight. why should not the illumination appear 
to come through the window, with a certain amount reflected 
from the ceiling or room’? Not as in some cases, without any 
ceiling. judging by the glare overhead. With a uniform 
white sky soft pictures are obtained. 


Wolfram in Oueensland.— The Commonwealth Govern- 
ment is being urged to take over the Thermol Co.’s properties in 
the district of Cairns, Queensland. in order to safeguard the supply 
of wolfram. At a recent meeting of the Townsville Chamber of 
Commerce, Mr. 8. M. Hopkins said that wolfram was essential for 
munition making, and it was estimated that to keep the company's 
plant in working order would only cost about £2,000 per annum. 
There was no doubt about the necessity for tungsten during the 
war. and it was also a great commercial necessity. The Chamber 
passed a resolution in favour of Federal assistance, and other 
commercial bodies have done likewise. 


IMPORTS OF NEW ZEALAND. 


Tut following table shows the values, and in certain instances 
the quantities, of electrical. and allied goods imported into 
New Zealand in 1919, according to the recently issued official 
trade returns. The figures for 1918 have been given for pur. 
poses of comparison, and notes of increases or decreases added. 


1918 1919 Inc. or dec. 


Electric batteries and cells.— 


Total ý .. 4 30,000 48,000 713,00 
From United Kingdom S 1,0000 6,000 + 5,000 
», United States p 28,000 36,000 + 84) 
Generators, motors and trausforimers.— 
Total ae .. 4 61,000 103.000 742,00 
From United Kingdom bud 20,000 34.000 +14,0 
„ United States 39,000 68,000 +29,0W 
Insulated cable and wire.— 
Total - .. £ 39.000 122,000 788.000 
From United Kingdom "E 12,000 70,000 -r58,000 
„ United States 1,000 9,000 + 800» 
„ Japan 25,000 40.000 715.00 
Electric lamps.— 
Total iu .. 4 65,000 77,000 412.000 
From United Kingdom m 16,000 16,000 — 
„ Netherlands 26,000 21,000 — 5,00) 
„ Japan i 2,000 3,000 + 10H 
„ United States 20.000 36,000 716, 00% 
Carbon in blocks. — 
Total - .. 4 14.000 2,000 + 9.00% 
From United Kingdom e 2,000 8,000 + 6.000 
„ United States 8,000 14,000 + 6,000 
Other electrical material.— i 
Total a .. Æ 136,000 191,000 +55. 
From United Kingdom joe 21,000 41.000 +% 
» United States 102,000 135,000 3 0% 
„ Japan 9,000 8,000 — Lu 
Llectricity meters. — 
Total . NO. 9.700 6,000 — 3. 
£ 19,000 12.000 - in 
From United Kingdom . NO. 1,890 1,900 - & 
£ 1,000 3,000 — 400 
» Switzerland . NO. 496 800 + 3X4 
£ 451 1,140 + 68 
„ United States . . NO. 73837 3.900 — 3.437 
£ 11,800 7.750 — 4,050 
Recording and testing instruments and meters.— 
Total " £ 4,000 6,000 + 2,0 
From United Kingdom 2,000 3.000 + 1,000 
„ United States 1.000 3,000 + 2,0 
Telephones and accessories.— 
Total 4 42,000 112,000 +7018 
From United Kingdom 7,000 14,000 + 7.0% 
„ United States 29,000 98.000 +69.1) 
Copper wire, bare. — 
Total “ey £ 15,000 296,00 +1. 
From United Kingdom 2.000 91,000 +1900 
„ Japan 6.000 2,000 — 4.00 
„ United States M 7,000 2,000 — 5.000 
Iron telegraph and telephone wirc.— i 
Total ... tons 346 14 - 3b 
15,000 5,360 — 95H 
From Canada ... tons 950 136 — 1M 
£ 10,800 5.090 — 5.77 
„ United States ... tons 93 5- 8 
£ 4,000 930 — 3.600 


ttt. —. ESTE 


REVIEWS. 


A Text Book of Electrical Engineering. Translated from the 
German of Dr. Adolf Thomaelen by GkonaE W. 0. 
Howe, D.Sc. Pp. 482; 482 figs. Fifth edition. London: 
Edward Arnold. 1920. 


Thomaelen has been a favourite with English students ever 
since the first edition (translated from the second German 
edition bv Howe) appeared 13 years ago. The translator 
told us then that his reason for undertaking. the work e 
the demand of his own students at the Central Techni 
College for a text book on electrical engineering. He ha 
himself intended writing such a book. but when his attention 
was drawn to Thomaelen’s he saw that his own book woul 
necessarily have to cover much the same ground. and for 
this reason decided to translate the existing hook. mone 
however. such amendments as seemed advisable fo smt the 
requirements of his own classes. The success of his transla- 
tion is proved bv the fact that we have now the fifth edition. 

The number of books on the market and still annearinz ur 
this subject is very large. hut beyond a few standard na 
among which Thomaelen-Howe must be reckoned, only 
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limited number are of real merit. Some are even in a sense mis- 
leading, because they give the student an impression that the 
first and foremost object of study is the passing of examina- 
tions. Especially in recent publications one cores across books 
in which the text is prominently illustrated by examination 
questions set by various examining boards, and the solutions 
are given. Some of the questions are rather abstruse and 
not likely to arise in practical work, but they look learned 
and a correct solution will, therefore, carry high marks in a 
degree examination. The author and translator of the work 
under review had certainly no intention to bribe the student 
hv showing him an easy way of passing examinations, but 
to give him a thorough understanding of fundamental prin- 
ciples, and to show him how these should be applied in prac- 
tical work; in fact. to cultivate the faculty of thinking “ elec- 
wotechnically," as Thomaelen calls it. Such thinking neves- 
sarily involves a certain amount of mathematical reasoning, 
hut the mathematics used do not go beyond the more simple 
forms of the calculus, and these are set out so clearly that 
the reader will not have much difficulty in following them. 
The desire to make all abundantly clear has led author and 
translator (more especially in the early pages) into a method 
of treatment which some readers might characterise as verbose, 
but from the student's point of view this kind of verbosity 
is no fault. A beginner would rather have the same idea 
explained to him in two or three different ways than merely 
once in & short passage which he has to read over and over 
again before he can puzzle out and grasp the real meaning. 
To the experienced engineer certain conceptions. with their 
mathematical expressions, and possibly their mechanical ana- 
logies. have become a kind of second nature; he habitually 
forins mental pictures of the natural phenomena such expres- 
sions represent. To him. what he might term long-winded 
explanations may seem superfluous. only increasing the bulk 
of the book. Not so the student. He is grateful for the long- 
winded explanation, provided it 1s clear and relieves him from 
the mental worry of having to nuzzle out the inner meaning 
of some elegant mathematical statement. As an example. we 
may take the demonstration that the area of the hysteretie 
loop represents energy. A mathematical physicist of the 
elegant and terse school after having developed the formula 


aw = Al x Hag 
4 7 

would simply tell us that the integral of dW extended over 
the whole cycle of course represents errs required to carry 
the volume of iron of Al cubic cm. through a complete cycle. 
Thomaelen is more considerate; he shows on p. 77 four parts 
of the same hvsteretic loop with the areas representing energy 
shaded. and thus enables the student to piece the parts 
together and satisfy himself that the statement is true. Tt is 
this careful attention to and consideration for the mental 
capacity of the beginner which makes the book a favourite 
with students. Incidentally. it should be noted here that at 
the end of the chapter the figure of loss“ is given for 
stampings as 3 to 4 watts per kg at 10.000 induction and 50 
frequenew. This mav have heen correct at the time of the 
first edition, but it is too high for the modern brands of 
alloved iron. 

The first four chapters deal with fundamentals more from 
the phvsicist's than the engineer's point of view. They can- 
tain the usual statements and explanations concerning current, 
electromotive force. Ohm's law. Kirchhoff's rules, Wheat- 
stone's bridge. Joule's law. primarv cells, standard cells, ac- 
eumulators. forces between marnets and conductors, self. 
indnction. and cognate matters. Chapter V is devoted to units 
in the c.c.s. olectromagnetic system and their relation to prac- 
tical units. but c.g.s. units in the electrostatic system are 
anly briefiv mentioned. Tn the following chanter we come 
to the subiect of the book from a mor specifically engineering 
point of view. such as armature windines. field magnets and 
excitation, commutation. special types of dvnamos, efficiency, 
remlation end temperature rise. 

Chanter X is an introdnetion to the studv of alternating 
evrrents, whilst the follawine chanter deals rather too briefly 
with transformers. Upon this follows an elementary chap*or 
op alternators. hut ^ more detailed fheoarv is given in thea 
following chapter. Here the translater has added an in’ ~- 
esting section (101 on p. 39^ dealing with polar leakage. He 
how how the leakage field is altered on load. and viveg a 
simple graphie method fer finding the correction whieh mvst 
he mode in the O.C. characteristic if this is used in the 
investition cf the condition of the machine on load. 

In Chanter XIV we come to the graphie theorv of alterna- 
tars ennplvirg power to infnitely strona bus bara. For a 
machine withant armature lasces the locus of torque and 
nawver i7 ^ «emi-erele and their maanitnde depends an tha 
point of intersection between the vector of induced e.m f. 
and this semi-circle. The author shows how. bv reason of 
recjatan-e and other lasses. the construction must he roadified, 
Since there are losses the innnt must he arrester then the 
o"'nnt, We thus ret two curvee both stil! cirenlar but of 
different radiug ard necition. The reasoning is admirchlv 
clear. and the mathematics anite simple. A graphie methad 
ic also Show (p. 327) for finding the locus curve (this time 
nc* a henla) for the current 

Nert follow sections in which svnchronising power., nhase 
swingin. and par Hel operation, V curves, dampers, and cog- 
nate subjects are discussed. 


The treatment of synchronous motors is rather seanty, only 
eight pages being devoted to this, but in the next chapter 
(XVI) we come to a very detailed discussion of the asynchro- 
nous motor. This is mainly descriptive, and since the con- 
ception of concatenated currents presents some special diti- 
culty to the student, we find the author once more reverting 
to the principle of generous diffuseness already mentioned. 
Having thus helped the student over initial difficulties the 
author, in subsequent chapters dealing with detailed theory. 
becomes more terse in his treatment. Readers will be pleased 
to see that the translator has adopted the svinbols recom- 
mended by the International Electrotechnical Commission and 
also a counter-clockwise rotation of vectors. One wishes that 
all authors would do the same. The habit of many authors 
to use any symbol for which they may have a fancy and let 
their vectors rotate clockwise imposes an unnecessary mental 
effort on the reader, and if in addition an author mixes up 
inches and centimetres, grams and pounds, speed in feet per 
minute and in metres per second, British thermal units and 
calories, degrees F. and degrees C., the study of a book in 
which such heterogeneous units are used becomes anything but 
a pleasure. It is unfortunately the case that many professional 
men, teachers as well as practical engineers, cling even nowa- 
days tightly to the so-called English system of units, and to 
please these persons an author may have an excuse for using 
these units in his book, but he has no excuse for avoiding 
the metric system. He should use it throughout, and if he 
wants to please readers of the old school, add the equivalent 
in English measure in brackets. Then the person accustomed 
to the metric svstem will not be troubled by the additional 
figures, because being distinguished bv brackets he can easily 
ignore them. The use of English units is not so objectionable 
in other branches of engineering (provided the metric equiva- 
lents are added in brackets to facilitate reference to Con- 
tinental works). but electrical engineering being based on the 
c.g.s. svstein, the use of the metric system becomes imperative 
and mixing this with English units intolerable., In this 
respect no fault can be fonnd with the translator. He has 
wisely abstained from making his book more palatable to 
the old school bv substituting English for metric measure. 

In Chapter XVIII we come to the circle diagram; first in 
its simple form commonly known as the Hevland circle, and 
later in the improved form due to Osanna. The latter is more 
accurate, but when only one motor 1s in circuit the accuracy 
of the original diagram is quite sufficient. for practical pur- 
poses. The case is different when we have to deal with 
cascade working. The Hevland circle becomes inadequate, 
and thus on the Continent. where variable speed motors for 
general use (and especially for electromotives) have found 
considerable application the more accurate graphic treatment 
by the Osanna circle has been adopted. Although at the 
present éime there does not seem to be in this country anv 
large demand for cascade motors there is no knowing what 
the future mav bring. and for this reason as well as for the 
scientific interest generally, the translator has done well to 
include also this subject m the Enghsh edition. 

In Chapter XIN we find a general explanation of the single- 
phase induction motor based on the Ferraris conception of two 
magnetic fields rotating in opposite sense. and this is followed 
by a discussion of various types of single-phase commutator 
motors. such as the straight series, the repulsion motor, and 
the Winter-Eichberg motor. Chapter NN. deals with con- 
verters, including the tvpo invented by La Cour. l 

In an appendix a brief expos? is given on the use of the 
«vmbolie method for solving alternating current problems. 
This book of nearly 500 pages, and as many diagrams con- 
venientlv placed to the text, is not, and does not pretend to 
he. a book for the designer: it is simply a hand book of 
electrical engineering, but a verv useful one, especially to the 
student, since both as regards the matter it contains and the 
manner of treatment, it will give him a firm grasp of funda- 
mental principles. 

GISRERT Warr. 


Telephony Without Wires. Bv Puatip R. Coursey, B.Sc. 
Pp. xx+414; 249 figs. London: The Wireless Press, Itd. 
1919. Price 15s. 


The author of this work has quite a good excuse for putting 
vet another wireless text book on the market. He claims 
that a book dealing fully with wireless telephony as distinct 
from telegraphy meets a requirement of the day. There can 
be no doubt that the contents justify its appearance on the 
market. for the book is well compiled, and forms a very 
interesting account of up-to-date progress in this rapidly de- 
veloping application. 

A particularly valuable feature is the very complete biblio- 
graphy of references to original papers and articles covering 
in all 695 items. A little revision is, however. required here 
as some duplication of entries exists, as, for instance, numbers 
313 and 352. There is very little in the text to invite criticism. 
though possibly unmerited prominence is given to some 
methods or systems for which too much has been claimed 
hy their authors. A particularly interesting chapter deals with 
the important subject of interference prevention, and elimina- 
tion of static tronbles, in which the various methods that 
have been proposed or tried uo to date are clearly explained. 
The omission. however. of the rather obvious scheme for 
reducing static interference by the use of separate aerials 
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for transmitting and receiving and making the receiving aerial 
much less lofty whilst adding to the spread and height of the 
transmitting one, is notable. A loop or frame aerial for 
. reception combined with a lofty aerial of the heavily radiating 
type for transmitting is a development on similar lines. 

The book contains some 400-odd pages, and is well and 
profuselv illustrated with 949 well-prepared figures. It can 
be recommended for the use of the student and for general 
information. 

J: E. T. 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1921. 


(NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 


Compiled expressly for this journal by Messrs. Serton-Jongs, O'DerL AND 
Sr&PHENS, Chartered Patent Agents, 285, High Holborn, London, W. C. I. 


8,6359. “ Testing insulgtion of electrical materials.” 
Noddings. March 2lst. 

8,061. “ Earthing-clip for electric conductors.” J. E. Franks, C. G. Maisey, 
A. E. Read and Walsall Hardware Manufacturing Co., Ltd. March 21st. 


C. C. Needham and J. 


8.663. Electric bells." J. T. Wright. March 21st. 

8.683. Telephonecall recorder." H. E. Smithers. March 21st. 

8,689. '' Sparking plugs." A. E. Heath. March Jist. 

8.713. Ignition systems fur internal«ombustion engines.“ R. A. II. Lewin, 
March 21st. 

8.715. Electric are-welding apparatus.“ E. C. R. Marks (Siemens 
Schuckertwerke). Match 21st. $ 

8,729. '' Sparking-plug testing-devicc." F. M. Denton, March 21st. 

8,790. Means for generating continuous electric oscillations.” C. S. Agate 
and P. W. Willans. March 2lst. 


8,731. '' Means for supporting clectrodes of thermionic devices." W. J. 
Picken and H. J. Round. March 21st. 
8.736. Electric storage or secondary cells.“ F. 


Vogel, March. 21st. 


8,744. '' Telephone systems." Automatic Telephone Manufacturing: Co., Ltd. 
March 21st. (United States, March 20th, 1920.) 

8,758. ''Retaining-devices for overhead trolley collecting wheels of electric 
tramways.” J. Ellis and R. F. Ellis. March 22nd. 

8.775. Electric starters for internal- combustion engines.“ Zz. R. Dello 
Veneria. March 22nd. (Italy, March 23rd, 1920.) 

8.780. Electric-fuse holders." J. Ellershaw. March 22nd. 

8.798. Automatic regulation of internal combustion engine driving an valine 
tric generator," British Arc Welding Co., Ltd., and H. Ogden. March. 22nd. 

5 ** Dispatch of electric messages." E. Oldenbourg. March 22nd. 


machines." Metro- 
March 22nd. 


N. G. Langrish and Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical 


8.822. Radial-type commutators for dynamo-electric 
poliran- -Vicke TS Electrical Co., Ltd., and G. A. Juhlin. 
823. '' Rheostats.’ 
Co., Ltd. March Rnd. 
8.882. Electric relays for wireless telegraphy. 
(France, March 24th, 1920.) 


" P, Boucherot. March 22nd, 


8.862. Dynamo-electric machines." Sachsenwerk Licht-und Kraft Akt.-Ges. 
March 22nd. (Germany, March 22nd, 1920.) 

8,872. ''Sparking-plugs." T. Morrin. March 22nd. 

8,875. “ Electrically-controlled safety cranking-device for high-speed. engines.“ 


G. T. Craker and H. Ward. 
8.876. Automatic electric time switch.” A. J. Wheeler. 
8.883. Renewal of filaments in metal-flament electric lamps." 

Colebrook, S. Coxon and W. A. Williams. March 23rd. 


March 23rd. 
March 23rd. 
A. H. S. 


8,943. '' Process for manufacture of photo-electric cells.“ T. W. Case. 
March 23rd. 

8.944. Photo-electric cells." T. W. Case. March 23rd. 

8.948. Portable switchboard." C. C. Berryman and J. McClosk&y. March 
237d. 

8,955  '' Engine starters," V. Bendix. March 23rd. (United States, March 
21st, 1919. 

8,962, '' Circuit making and breaking device.“ E. Schattner.. March 23rd. 

8,971. '' Bobbins for electro-magnetic apparatus." M.-L. Magneto Syndicate, 


Lid., and E. A. Watson. March 
8.973. Electric-lamp holder.” 
tember 13th, 1920.) 


23rd. 


E. Kemper. March 23rd. (Germany, Sep 


8.974. Electric meters.“ W. Lawson. March 23rd. 
8.98 1. Starting- devices for electric motors.” British Thomson-Houston Co., 
Ltd., and J. Sugden. March 23rd. 


9.007. Auxiliary spark-gap devices." P. Bernard. March 23rd. (France, 
January 7th.) 

9.017. Electric switches.“ D. MeGregor. March 23rd. 

9.024. '* Manufacture of storage batteries.“ H. Wade (Hazelett Storage Bat- 
tery Co.). March 23rd. 

9,033. '' Accumulator cases. for motora ycles, &.“ R. H. Playfoot. March 
24th. 

9.039. “ Electric heating resistance elements," II. J. Dean-Osgood. March 
24th. 

9.646. Ssparking-p'ugs." H. B. Cornish. March 24th. 

9.080. '' Portable hand-operated electric coal-drilling machines.” J. G. 


Henderson and T. Hindson. March 24th. 
9.089. Electric insulators and insulating material." W. 
A. Revrolle & Co., Ltd. March 24th. 


A. Fairgrieve and 


9.095. '' Electrically-driven trollies, tractors, &c.“ H. J. Carey and Road- 
craft, Ltd. March 24th. 

9,105. '' Magneto-clectrie generators.“ M.-L. Magneto Syndicate, Ltd., and 
E. A. Watson. March 24th. 

9.107. * Casings for voltmeters, ammeters, Ke.“ E. W. P. Lines and Tubes, 
Ltd. March 24th. 

9,125. Electro-magnets." Relay Automatic Telephone Co., Ltd., and W. D. 
Edwards. March 24th. 

9.132. “Carrying out electrochemical reactions." H. Plauson (née G. 
Hildenbrandt). March 24th. 

9,132. "Carrying out electrochemical reactions." H. Lauson (née G, 
Hildenbrandt). March 24th. : 

9.133. *'' High-trequency cable telegraphy.” H. A. Gill (Deutsche Telephon- 
werke Ges.). March 24th. 

9,139. * Signalling for mines. M. V. Bell. March 24th. 

9,143. Electrical apparatus for disinfecting, diffusing, and heating air.“ 
W. E. Sidav. March 24th. 

9.146. Electric regulating systens. > British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 


March 24th. 
** Sparkiny-plug." J. R. Watkins. 


(General Electric Co.). 


9,155. March 24th. 


9.176. *' Holders for electric lamos." F. O. Monkhouse and G. E. Tate. 
March 24th. 
9.180. | Electric oscillation generator.’ L. Levy. March 24th. (France, 


March 29th. 1920). 
9.185. '' Employment and production of polyphase currents for wireless tele- 
graphe, telephony, &c." Ff. H. Whittaker-Swinton. March 24th. 


9.1% ‘Regulating degree of vacuum in X- rav tubes, &c."— British. Scientifi 
Instrument Research Association, Sir H. Jackson. and A. J. Philpot. March 
24th : 

9,91. Heating material in electrical furnaces.” E. C. R. Marks (Aktie- 
balancer Ksafveindustri. March 24th. 

9.193. *' Electric motors. R. Minicus. March 24th. 

9.195. '' Procese for suppressing upper harmonic anode currents in metal 
vapour rectifiers. Akt.-Ges. Brown, Boveri et Cie. March 24th. (Switzer- 
land, April Ist, 1990.) 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS, 


The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


1914. 


13,339. © Electric relays." Soc. D'Electricite de Paris. June 21st, 1913. 
1915. 
16,364. .'" Arc-lamp clectrodes.“ Planiawerke Akt. Ges. fur. Rohk snfabriku 
tion. December vlsi, 1914. 
1919. 
20,36. Electric fuses.” Simplex Conduits, Ltd., L. M. Waterhouse, and 
H. r. Mel. ughan. August 21, 1919. (199,521.) 


25, d. Insutators lur overhead transmission lines such as telegraph aij 
telephone line wires." E. A. Chantler. September th, 1919. (1,88. 
20, 1400. Elextric lamp holders or attachments." F. Shaw. October Ma, 
1919. (109, 044.) 


20,444. "'' Fastening or attachment device for use in connection with lamp. 
: A F 
Keneraiors, and other containers or members.“ Stamping and Spinning Works, 


Lid., and A. J. Couper, October 28th, 1919. (159,545.) . 

29,141. ""Ihermionic devices." H. M. Dowsett. November 2nd, 191, 
(400. 04.) | 

29,276. '' Electric resistance switches." G. K. Jensen. November Hth. 
1919. (159,570.) 

29,399. | Magneto-clectric machines." E. A. Watson. November 25th, 1919. 
(159, 572.) 

29,521. Electric switches.“ W. F. M. Rose. November 26th, 1919. 
(159,573 ) 

29.523. Automatic. switching mechanism for ue more particularly in 
telephone or like systems," Automatic Telephone. Manufacturing Co., Li. 
(Automatic Electric Co.). November 26th, 1919. (Addition to 164,65; 


(159, 574.) 
29,749. |“ Automatic or 
Telephone Manufacturing Co., 


semi-automatic telep Automatic 


Ltd. March 13th, 


hone systems.” 


1919.  (140,367.) 


29.746. Electric water-heating apparatus. A. Verdini. November Dt. 
1919. (159.591.) 

29 820. lime clement switch devices. for controlling electric „irruns“ 
British Thomson-Housten Co., Ltd. (General. Electric Co.). November 2th, 
1919. (159,098.) 

29.935. "' Directional wireless. receiving systems.“ B. F. W. Alexandersun. 
April 18th, 1919. (142,074.) 

29,930. ** Electric signalling systems." British Thomson-Houstun Co., Lii, 
(General Electric Co.). December 1st, 1919. 459.603.) 

29.978. Magneto starters." J. R. M. Stanfield. December Ist, DIA 
(159,607.) 

30,047. '' Microphones," H. J. Palmer and Telephone Manufacturing C. 
Ltd. December 2nd, 1919. (159,009.) 


30,124. 
nate application, 23,282/20.) 


" Electric switches." R. C. S. Jamie. December 3rd, 1919. (ey: 


(159, 614.) 


30.158. Apparatus for remagnetising magnetos.“ S. Wood, J. Hague 4 
T. Hague. December 3rd, 1919. (Copnate application. 11.4% 0.) (46. 

30,180. Plugs and sockets for electrical fittings." E. Jones: Dee uct 
3rd, 1919. (1oY,018.) l 

30,212. Cores of electrical transformers and like apparatus," Bit 
Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (General Electric Co.). December 3rd, 138. 
(159,620.) . | 

30,231. “Electric battery lamps." E. Alber. December 13th, 1M8. 
(136,539.) l 

30,383. '' Signalling or indicating devices.“ W. Morton and G. D. Morgan. 
December 4th, 1919. (159,628.) 

30, 08. Electric safety fuses.” S. J. Knudsen. December 6th, 19H. 
(Convention date not granted.) (140, 054.) 


eame." E. A 


Supports. for the 
(133,645.) 


December 8th, 1919. 


„ Aerial electric conductors and 
T. Glover & Co., Ltd. 


30,691. 
Claremont and W. 


30,744. Balancing the voltages in a three-wire direct current system be 
means of static balancers.” R. D. Archibald. December 9th, 1919. (003.55. 

30,884. Apparatus for heating liquids electrically.” L. G. Abogado 
December 9th, 1919. (159,653.) 

0.865. Process of heating liquids electrically." L. G. Abogado. Decr 
ber 9th, 1919. (159.654.) 

30, 957. Apparatus ſor obtaining variable speeds and the inversion of the 
direction of rotation in alternating current motors." G. Paratore. Decembef 
lith, 1918. (136.559.) l 

31.263. Electric miners’ lamps.” E. E. Gardner. December 13th, 191“. 
(159,665.) 3 , 

31,500. Electric relays for signalling." M. J. Railing and J. J. V. 
Connaughton. December 16th, 1919. (159.675.) 

31.572. Thermionic valve apparatus for „ and telephonic pyr 


poses." R. M. Radio, Ltd., A. Williams, and H. . J. De A. Donisthorpe- 


December 16th, 1919. (159, 679.) N l 
31.580. Manuf; icture of arc-welding: electrodes. Wilson Welder & Meta» 

Co., Inc. July: 21st, 1919. (148,265.) ci gea 
31.665. Dynamo-electric. machines. * British Thomson-Houston. Co., Ltd. 


159.681.) 


and H. P. Whitaker. December 7th. 1919. 
J. Robinson and H. L. Crowther 


31.674. Wireless reception apparatus," 
December 17th, 1919. (159.683.) 


42,295. “ Thermionic amplifiers.” J. Robinson and H. L. Crowther. D 
cember 24th, 1919. (159.694.) N . T 

32,425. * Housings of electrical switehgear." Igranic Electric Co., Ui“, 
and A. H. Curtis. December 24th, 1919. (159.696.) . 

2.670, Electromagnetic devices for operating signals and for like pr 
poses." H. J. Hankee. December 30th, 1919. (159,706.) 


Dec ember J ` 


32,763. * Electrodes for oxidising nitrogen." F. H. Loring. 
1919. (159, 709.) 
j 1920. 
1.256. “ Medical electrodes." J. S. D. Duthoit. January Loth. 195. 
155,732. "T ; 
2,303. ).. Electrodes for electric are welding." H. Ogden and British An 


Welding Co., Ltd. January 24th, 10. (153.742) Pio 
4.501. Automatic telephone systems. "Automatic Telephone Maruli 
ing Cou., Ltd. May 3lst. 1919. (144,252.) ] and 
6.249. Electric cables." British Insulated & Helsby Cables, I. td., 


March 2nd, 1920. (159.760.) 
transmission, or distribution of electricity. 
March 


E. A. Bayles. 
7,363. * Generation, 

kins. W. H. Hansteck, A. H. Higgs, and Ferranti, Lid. 
E 9, 

(Addition to 155,095.) (159,764.) Devenir 10 1919. 


» Hl. Heu- 
th, 123€. 


10.669. Telephones," C. Kearton and G. B. Riley. 
Divided applications on 31,940/19.) (159,776.) . . "m 
) 11,936. A Electric switches." G. Gallo and F. Villarbeite, April anh, 
1919. (142,495.) l k P 
12,399. Signalling apparatus for railways and the like.’ J. H. Mire 
May 4th, 1920. (159.781.) " 
12.567. '' Electrodes for secondary or storage batteries.“ J. M. Allen. Mar 
6th, 1920. (159,782.) eo 1313. 
13,208. “Sparking plugs." C. M. E. L. Monnier. March. 26h, I! 
143, 2 254. + "TM C ‘ 
TET * Controllers for electric motors or the like. Igranic uda t 
Ltd. (Cutler Hammer Manufacturing Co.). May 27th, 1920. 1395 191°. 
14.770. Electric. lamp for cycles.” R. Frauentelder, July rd, 
d ‘ ic firing appara" 
18,261. * Arrangement for testing an electrical gyroscop a 


and provided with means for auto 


also intended for practice purposes F. Krupp Akt. Ges. Janus 
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tion of work at the collieries, but we believe 


that the greater catastrophe—a Triple Alliance“ 
strike—if not completely averted, has at any rate re- 
ceded from the immediate foreground, and may yet be 
avolded altogether. We earnestly hope that milder and 
saner counsels will prevail, for immense injury has 
already been done by the miners’ strike, at a most 
unfortunate moment—when signs of the long-awaited 
revival of trade were accumulating, and the nation’s 
liopes of a return of prosperity were gaining strength. 

The question at issue is simple enough, and its true 
significance has been realised by the people of this 
country. The miners were determined that, come what 
might, they should retain their privileged position, at 
the expense of their fellow-citizens, the cost under pre- 
sent conditions being over 14 millions sterling every 
week. Why one section of the community should be sub- 
sidised by the rest to the tune of £70,000,000 a year 
is not apparent; how the miners reconcile their present 
attitude with their somewhat unctuous protestations of 
solicitude for the interests of the consumers of coal 
last autumn is equally obscure—perhaps they have a 
short memory. They seem to have forgotten, too, 
that they were issuing a challenge to the British nation, 
and that the Briton, slow to anger, and quick to for- 
giveness, is endowed with infinite tenacity when his 
fighting spirit is aroused. They said in so many words 
by the mouth of their President: We will ruin the mines 
by stopping the pumps unless you agree to our demands. 
That is to say, they demanded surrender as a pre- 
liminary to negotiation, and thus left no alternative to 
any Government worthy of the name but at once to make 
preparations for dealing with the national emergency. 

Not only are some of the pits already permanently 
ruined; in others, which can be retrieved, the damage 
done to the electrical apparatus submerged by the rising 
waters will entail a delay of weeks or months before 
working can be resumed. Coal-cutting machines, haul- 
age motors, transformers, pump motors, and other elec- 
trical apparatus, which play so important and essential 
a part in coal-getting, were being drowned out. Never 
before had this senseless course been adopted by the 
miners, who would not even permit volunteer workers 
to save their means of livelihood from destruction. 

The decision of the Triple Alliance on Wednesday to 
defer strike action until Friday may be regarded as 
proof of the existence of differences in their ranks. 
However that may be, the longer such disastrous action 
is deferred the brighter are the hopes of settlement being 
reached. A coal strike is harmful enough not only 
to production, but also to the foreign trade which is 
so necessary to our national existence; by a transport 
strike nothing would be achieved but a further impover- 
ishment of the country, with the added risk of civil 
turmoil or even a social upheaval which could have but 
one end—-stern repression—and would be utterly dis- 
astrous to the future of trade unionism. This country 
will never tolerate the ascendancy of any revolutionary 
body, which always means the control of a minority; 
government bv popular suffrage is bred in its bones, 
and would be defended in case of need with a determina- 
tion that would sweep away all opposition. For that 
alone is a guarantee of freedom. 
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Wk publish elsewhere in this issue an 


BEAMA account of the work wecomplished by 
Progress. tlie British Electrical and Allied Manu- 


facturers' 
ended December last. 
was hardly more 


Association during the year 


satisfactory for manufacturers acting 
in co-operative organisation than for 
cerns, 


individual con- 
The conditions were difficult enough for every- 
bodv, but it may be regarded as a certainty that if the 
Association had not been hard at work the interests of 
individual members would have suffered, for there is no 
room for doubt that if the policy of co-operative action 
be practised within proper limits, and with reasonable 
recognition of the merits of elasticity, 
the industry is promoted. 

When the © price-adjustinent ' clause necessitated by 
the extreme buoyancy of costs of labour and raw mate- 
rials was found to be an “added discouragement to 
buyers " who sought elsewhere for firm deliveries and 
prices, the B. E. A. M. A., after conference with other 
trade associations, discountenanced its use as from 
January Ist this year. The members had been some 
of the worst involuntary sufferers’? under a device 
‘invented elsewhere,’’ and in the interests of the British 
electrical and allied trades the withdrawal was decided 
upon. Organisations and private individuals alike are 
well advised when they profit from experience, and es- 
pecially so When they are not too tardy in accommodat- 
ing themselves to the developments in the general 
situation. Allusion is made in the report to the crush- 
ing burden of taxation under which the British manu- 
facturer has been suffering, to the dangers of currency 
inflation, and to Parliamentary proposals for the 
regulation of imports, and it is remarked ** how these 
things will work out the present Parliamentary session 
alone will show,” but whatever decisions may be reached 
at Westminster, we have all got to remember that 
something cannot be got out of nothing, and in the 
opinion of the Couneil we cannot escape from the cir- 
cumstance that „ more strenuous work and higher 
effect ive production for lower rewards are the inevitable 
results of war.” 

Alterations have been made in the constitution of the 
Overseas Committees, and the belief is expressed that 
these committees will be materially strengthened for 
work in their respective territories. It will be seen, too, 
that progress has been made in the matter of scholar- 
ships to encourage technically trained students to fit 
themselves for posts on the higher staffs of engineering 
concerns and research institutions, and with the mea- 
sures for receiving overseas students in British works. 
As already recorded in our pages, considerable advance 
has taken place recently in the organisation of electrical 
research and standardisation. The B. E. A. M. A. Traffic 
Committee lias been busily occupied with the subject of 
railway rates and elassification, and its labours are 
not vet ended. Negotiations have proceeded with 
Government departments with regard to their adoption 
of standard conditions of contract, and in a variety of 
other ways the Council, its director, its committees, and 
its large staff have been serving the industries which 
they represent. It is considered that the satisfactory 
state of tle finances of the organisation is a testimony 
to menibers' appreciation. of its work.  Numerically 
the membership is practically unaltered at 224, 14 new 
members having been admitted while 15 have resigned ; : 
these resignations were due ‘Cin many cases to amal- 
eamation; reconstruction, or dissolution.’’ 

Members possess for the present a greater freedom 
with regard to displays at exhibitions not whollv or 
mainly electrical. but it has not vet been possible to 
fix a date for holdivg a large electrical exhibition under 
the auspices of the B. E. A. M.. owing to difficulties 
in obtaining the necessary space. The customary. an- 
nual dinner is not to be held this year, as it is felt that 


it may very well be dispe nsed with owing to the general 
situation. 


the well-being of 


The year under consideration . 


For a long time past we have had 

The letters from various sources advocating 

Registration the registration of contractors, in order 

of Contractors. to protect both the bona-fide contractor 

and the customer from the depredations 

of the mala-fide contractor. In vain have the contrac- 

tors themselves urged registration, the Board of Trade 
apparently being unwilling to grant this. 

Now, however, from Swansea comes a report of a new 
development. Cowtray tors in that district, having failed 
to achieve registration, are about to have it thrust upon 
them. The local branch of the IE. T. U., from purely 
altruistic motives, intends to issue a list of contractors 
who have secured its approval. Members of the Corpora- 
tion referred to the fact that a“ fair wage ” clause was 
inserted in all municipal contracts; the Union, how- 
ever, gave as its reason a desire to proteet customers 
from faulty installations and consequent fire risk, there- 
fore it was rather indelicate to mention wages at all. 


Orr Canadian 

British Chances lately obtained the views of several 
in the Canadian Canadian electrical engineers 
Market. 


correspondent has 


regard- 
ing British-made electrical apparatus, 
such as switchgear, Ke. It has been 
pointed out to him that one of the main objections to 
the purchase of such is tne difficulty of getting spare 
parts or of having repairs carried out ‘at short notice. 
The fact that Canada’s proximity to the United Stars 
places her in a unique position as regards trade whi:h 
is not occupied by any other part of the Empire, ha 
been referred to on many occasions in these pare. 
Unquestionably this places Home manufacturers at a 
decided disadvantage compared with the great country 
to the south of the Dominion, as anything can be ob- 
tained so much quicker by rail from New York, Bufalo, 
&c., than by boat from England. Our correspondent 
has suggested i in some quarters in Canada that it might 
be a toui thing for some of the smaller British firiis 
(whose interests are interdependent, and who could not 
afford, individually, to keep an organisation for the 
purpose in Canada) to combine and establish a central 
warehouse and repair depot to Surmount the handicap 
referred to above. A case can be mentioned where, after 
several years of successful operation, certain electrical 
equipment supplied from England was discarded and 
American equipment installed instead, solely because 
it was felt that with the latter repairs, &c., could he 
handled more expeditiously. The reason is given by 
the users of the equipinent. 


AFTER having been before the country 
Collapse of the for a period of two years, the scheme 
Dutch Supply for the establishment of a Dutch elec- 
Monopoly — tricity supply monopoly vested in a 
Scheme. semi-State company has been aban- 
doned by the Government, the Minister 
for Publie Works having now withdrawn from the States 
General the Bill to authorise the execution of the pro- 
ject. Three weeks ago a Duteh news agency reported 
that the Bill was not to be proceeded with, but it 1 
only now that the newspapers are able to contirm the 
fact. The proposal to create a monopoly evoked con- 
siderable opposition in trading and industrial circles, 
and among those local authorities who own supply works 
and who perceived in the monopoly scheme a proposal te 
expropriate their rights without the prospect of any 
henefit being conferred upon the general community. 
In the Second Chamber of the States General the Bill 
was also opposed, and as a result of a resolution which 
Wis adopted bv the Chamber the Minister for Public 
Works is said to have reached the conclusion that it 
would be advisable to drop the Bill; this, as already 
mentioned, has now been done.. 
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IN our last issue we gave a list of the 
nominations of the Council of the In- 
stitution of Electrical Engineers to fill 
the vacancies that will occur next Sep- 
tember, from which it will be seen that Mr. J. S. High- 
field will occupy the presidential chair. The choice was 
almost a foregone conclusion, for Mr. Highfield has long 
been on tlie short list " for that hongurable position, 
and in tendering him our congratulations on his receiv- 
ing the highest distinction in the power of the electrical 
industry to confer, we venture to add that his election 
also does honour to the Institution and the manifold 
interests for which it stands. "That he will fill the pre- 
sidential chair with 100 per cent. efficiency goes without 
saving, and we trust that his year of office will witness 
the return of prosperity to this country and the cessation 
of those disputes which have so long harassed our in- 
dustries. 

The new vice-presidents are Prof. E. W. Marchant and 
Mr. C. C. Paterson, O. B. E., to whom also we extend our 
congratulations on their well-earned honours. 

So far no nominations for Ordinary Members from 
outside the Council have been announced, and we do 
not anticipate that any will be made. The Council, as 
the result of successive reforms both in constitution and 
procedure, is so thoroughly representative of the mem- 
bership in all branches of the industry that few will be 
disposed to find fault with its personnel. In this re- 
spect, as in others, the Institution has advanced far 
bevond the sister Institutions, and the effect of its pro- 
gressive policy is reflected in its huge membership and 
growing influence. | 


I. E. E. 
Nominations. 


A TIMELY communication elsewhere 

Fire in this issue draws attention to the atti- 

Prevention. tude of the Fire Offices Committee 

towards the adoption of fire preventive 

devices by their clients. The complaint against the 

Committee is that, in spite of the unquestioned efficiency 

of such devices in giving warning of incipient fires, the 

rebate allowed on the rormal premium is absurdly in- 

adequate in comparis , with the enormous àdvantage 
accruing to the insurance companies. 

This is obviously a most short-sighted policy on the 
part of the fire offices, whose interests undoubtedly lie 
in the direction of fire prevention; and it involves a 
heavy burden on the owners of insured premises, tend- 
ing to deter them from installing protective devices. 
In the case of sprinklers, it is true, a liberal reduction 
is made, of the order of 60 per cent. ; but electric alarms 
are recognised only to the meagre extent of 124 per 
cent., regardless of the fact that the very essence of 
successful fire-prevention is tackling the fire at the 
éarliest possible moment; many cases are on record 
where the outbreak has been notified to the fire brigade 
station by the alarm, and in due course extinguished 
before any appreciable damage had occurred, whereas the 
sprinkler cannot act until the fire has gained headway, 
and when it does act, it is bound to cause heavy damage 
bv water to the goods in store and to the building. 

There is, however, another aspect of the matter which 
should be kept in view—the national aspect. It is easy 
to dismiss a fire with the remark that the insurance 
companies will pay for it, but that is not the sum of the 
matter; every fire which does damage to property con- 
stitutes & dead loss to the nation, whose visible assets 
are thereby reduced, and the reimbursement of the 
owner by the fire office in no way affects that fact. The 
State, therefore, has a right to intervene in the direc- 
tion of preventing fires ab 2n?t?0, and would be justified 
in exercising control over the rates of premium if it 
could be shown that the existing rates deterred the 
adoption of automatic alarms or resulted in excessive 
profits to the*insuranee companies. We therefore cor- 
dially support the view that these rates should be 
reviewed by an impartial authority, which should also 
take into consideration the extent to which the risk of 
fire is diminished by the use of Hom for lighting 
and power. 


tion and distribution of electricity. 


Tue difficulty which many supply 


Domestic. station engineers are experiencing in 
Electricity connecting new consumers, for want of 
Supply. plant, &c., can only be overcome by 


removing the obstacle; but that is no 
reason why they should neglect the opportunities of 
development which remain open to them. Obviously, 
where the capacity of the generating plant is fully taken 
up, attention must be confined to off-peak loads; one of 
the best of this class, not only in that it helps to improve 
the load factor and increase the output, but also because 
of the satisfaction it gives to the consumer, is that pro- 
vided by the extended use of small electrical apparatus 
and accessories in the home. The adoption of these 
appliances is not likely to exercise any appreciable effect 
on the maximum demand either at the generating sta- 
tion or at the service end, and there is enormous scope 
for profitable development of this branch of the business. 
It does not require the slightest increase in the capital 
outlay of the undertaking—it simply improves the ro- 
venue, and as the energy consumed is mostly paid for 
at lighting rates, it is a most desirable addition to the 
income. | 

As we have pointed out more than once, there is 
nothing like the electric iron for winning the affection 
and esteem of the housewife. It would be well worth 
while to make a present of an iron to every suitable 
consumer—the results obtained would amply justify 
the small outlay. But this policy would doubtless be 
somewhat too progressive for a municipal committee, 
and the next best thing is to lend an iron on trial; this 
course very frequently leads to the purchase and per- 
manent employment of this most vseful device. Electric 
kettles, toasters, hot-plates, and fans are also excellent 
media for the development of the domestic load. 

The convenience and comfort derived from the use of 
such devices can only be realised by trial. Once the“ do 
it electrically "" idea has taken root, it needs no cultiva- 
tion, and the ‘‘ plant" grows until it may include a 
suction cleaner, and a washing machine; bevond that 
stage come the radiator and the cooker, whith do not 
fall within the category of appliances that can be added 
to a lighting installation without due provision for their 
supply. But there is abundant scope, as we have said, 
for development within that limit, and it is up to the 
central-station manager to educate his consumers in 
electrical methods. 


€« 


THE annual report for 1920 issued by 
The French the Union des Syndicats de, l Elec- 
Electrical tricité, of 7, Rue de Madrid, Paris, 
Industry. states that 30,000 workpeople are em- 
ployed in the French electrical manu- 
facturing industry and 16,000 in the branch of genera- 
In 1913 the capital 
invested in the former was 307,000, 000 fr., which 
amount has been considerably increased in the mean- 
time. The value of the total production reached 
193,000,000 fr., of which 66,000,000 fr. represented 
electrical machinery and 45,000,000 fr. apparatus; 
cables, wires, &c., were valued at 40,000,000 fr., bat- 
teries, insulators, and carbons at 21,000,000 fr., and 
lamps at 21,000,000 fr. The electrical industry im- 
ported goods to the value of 33, 000.000 fr. in 1913, while 
the exports were worth 34,000,000 fr. The total amount 
invested in the electrochemical and electrometallurgical 
industries in 1913 was 480,000,000 fr. The production 
of aluminium in that year was 13,000 tons, and that of 
steel in the electric furnace was 20,000 tons, which was 
increased to 58,000 tons in 1918. It is calculated that 
the output of cyanamide, which was 7,500 tons in 1913, 
could now reach 100,000 tons. Concerning the hydro- 
electric works it 1s pointed out that a sum of 800,000,000 
fr. was employed in this branch in 1913, and the amount 
had increased to 1,460 millions down to the end of 1919, 
when about 1.900.000 h.p. was in use our of a total 
estimate of 9,200,000 h. p. 
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FUSES FOR SUB-STATIONS. 


By A CBNTRAL-STATION ENGINEER. 


“Procress in technical matters takes place broadly in 
three steps: First, the work is carried out somehow, then 
it is done well, and finally, it is done well and efficiently. 
The word efficiency, among other things, denotes com- 
mercial efficiency. This has come home to electrical en- 
gineers more perhaps than to some other departments 
of technics, because the electrical men have got into the 
useful habit of working out costs. 

The present shortage of money is fluttering the dove- 
cots and making many people wonder if we have not been 
unduly extravagant in the past. What with the cost of 
transformers, of pilot and telephone wires, of expensive 
protection gear, and of buildings which the bricklayers 
build a brick at a time, laying them as though loath to 
part company with their friends, we have come to a 
time when costs threaten to turn down many schemes 
which ought not to be turned down. We shall doubtless 
soon see outside sub-stations without buildings, and with 
simpler means for protection of the mains. 

One thing, that must strike one as extravagant, is the 
use of oil breakers on the low-pressure distributors. In 
the old d.c. days, fuses were good enough, but with a.c. 
supply, oil switches have displaced them to a large 
extent, with bad results to the financial side. The 
reason for the change is that, when fed from a large 
station, a transformer may give an immense amount of 
current in case of a short circuit near the busbars. A 
transformer which will give 1,000 amps. at full load, 
may give 20,000 amps. or more in case of a dead short, 
and it is the somewhat uncomfortable property of a 
fuse to be able to pass such hefty currents for a short 
time, with unpleasant results in many cases. On test, 
a one-amp. fuse with a 4-in. break was put right 
across a 550-volt supply, and it arced over, passing 
probably over 50 amps. of current, a surprising result. 
All the same, in the present financial situation, we 
have got to consider the use of fuses in sub-stations, 
because they are cheap, and it is the object of this 
article to open up the subject in the hope that others 
will take the matter up and show how it can be done. 

It is evident that fuses for a.c. supply must be de- 
signed with some care. Recently I saw a 500-amp. 
fuse for use in a sub-station, for protecting distributors 
at 440 volts. It consisted of a substantial porcelain 
handle of the clip replaceable type, the whole thing being 
well made. The fuse was made up of six lead wires, in 
parallel with a copper wire which passed through a 
tube. The idea was that in case of a fault the lead wires 
would melt, and the break would be taken by the copper 
wire. Such doubtless would occur in case of a moderate 
overload, but it would not happen in case of a really 
severe fault. In such a case, with the instantaneous 
passage of, say, 5,000 amperes, the whole mass of the 
fuse metal would melt together, and under the intense 
heat, it would explode, and probably blow the porcelain 
handle to pieces. The explosive power of fuses under 
such conditions is only understood by those who have 
had the good fortune to see experiments tried! An 
inventor brought to onc station. which possessed a big 
battery, & well-made magnetic blow-out fuse. "The staff 
agreed to test it, and, therefore, put it right across the 
battery, taking the precaution to include a long fuse 
in the circuit. The test went off so well that the inventor 
left the fuse behind; in fact, there was nothing left to 
tnke away! | | 

In another case, an engineer had a meeting with his 
directors when loud bangs were heard. What is 
that?” asked the chairman in alarm; have the boilers 
exploded?” Oh, they are testing silent fuses, was 
the answer. | | 

These things are less amusing when they occur in a 
small sub-station with the attendant near. Indeed, the 
whole subject of fuses requires research, and no doubt 
it will get it when we get sufficient sense to work these 


23 in. long for 750 volts. 


things out scientifically, instead of by rule of thumb! 


 Enclosed fuses have been placed on the market to 


overcome the difficulties, and personally, I have not 
known them to arc over or to explode, but they have 
other troubles. In one case, a 20-amp. enclosed fuse 
was put in the pilot wire to a voltmeter. The current 
was microscopic, but the fuse used to go after a time. 
In another case, some 500-amp. enclosed fuses were run 
in an underground box, and one blew. On replacing 
the blown fuse with a spare, that also blew. On putting 
in a 250-amp. fuse, it stood without heating. The fact 
seems to be that the enclosed fuses contain a powder to 
damp out the arc, and this powder sometimes attacks 
the fuse wires and causes deterioration. 

Enclosed fuses have certain other defects. Engineers 
always like to see the ‘‘innards’’ of their apparatus, 
and they also want to inspect them from time to time 
to see if there is any deterioration. Enclosed fuses won't 
submit themselves to this ordeal, and it is necessary for 
the inspector to take their condition on trust. Likewise, 
they cannot be rewired in the station, but must be re- 
placed by new fuses, a most expensive arrangement if 
a large number are in use, particularly if they are all 
renewed once a quarter or even once in six months, às 
is desirable. One also may be let down if one happen: 
to run out of a particular size at an inconvenient time, 
by no means an impossible contingency! One mus 
ulso allow for the possibility of the makers ceasing to 
supply the pattern most in use, an event which may 
cause elaborate but vain correspondence between then 
and the engineer! This side of the question may have 
painful results. 

The January number of the English Electric Journal 
deals at length with the Zed " enclosed fuse, and it 
js well worth reading in this connection. The principles 
of the Zed fuse are that a very small quantity of 
silver wire is used, this being carried by a strong porce- 
lain cylinder. It is claimed that the fuse blows without 
arcing, and in & safe manner. The writer does not 
deal with what happens if the circuit is inductive, an 
important point. The fuses are very short, being only 
They are, however, only made 
up to 150 amps., and this limits their use for distributor 
protection, for which purpose 300 amps. is required. 
even for a distributor of quite small sectional area. 

Generally speaking, if makers will supply enclosed 
fuses which can be opened for inspection, and which can 
be rewired in the station, there will be a market for 
them, provided that a guarantee is given that patterns 
will always be available for replacements in old designs. 
The fuses should also be of substantial design for use 
in sub-stations. These demands should not be difficult 
of fulfilment.. Let us hope that the British firms will 
meet them, and that we shall not be driven to accept 
patterns supplied from abroad. 

A possible pattern of open fuse would consist of a clip, 
replaceable type, used horizontally, with a horn break. 


This could be mounted high up, on a slab, and should be 


reliable and safe. The horns could very well be fitted 
to the fuse handle, and should not add much to the cost. 

Another.type of fuse which has been used a good deal 
js the clip replaceable, with the fuse wires run through 
ihe handle. This has stood up to some severe tests, and 
js promising. The fuse wires should preferably be of 
small section, several being used in parallel, and it 
would probably be an advantage if each wire was 
separated by being run in its own tube. This would 
help to extinguish the arc after a severe short," and 
also to reduce the explosion. 

A further design consists of several fuse wires fixed 
to pillars which separate them from the board. The 
question of covering the fuses with asbestos stockings 
is important. The asbestos makes the blowing point 
somewhat uncertain, as up to a point it may cool the 
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fuse, and with an additional load on, it may prevent the 
escape of the heat, and tend to make it blow sooner, 
particularly if the overload persists for some time. 
This does not seem of great importance, however, as 
the function of a fuse is rather to protect mains in case 
. of short circuits than to go with loads not very much 
higher than normal full load. The asbestos ought to 
reduce, and help to extinguish, the arc, and to keep the 
metal from flying. If it does this efficiently it will be 
of considerable value.  Fuses should be protected by 
some kind of cover, preferably of an insulating nature. 

It seems probable that porcelain is not the best carrier 
for fuses. It is brittle, and may fly on severe short 
circuit. Fuse carriers would be safer if made of some- 
thing of a tougher nature, which would tear and not 
splinter. 


Fuses, of course, require switches in series. If clip 
replaceable fuses are used, the fuse may be on the live 
side of the switch. The fuses should be high up, well 
above the head of the attendant when he is closing the 
Switch, it being assumed that he keeps his head well 
Sometimes fuses are put low down and the 
switch is placed above, but this arrangement has caused 
accidents when the switch was closed on & bad short, 
as fuse parts have been known to fly and hit the limbs 
of the attendant, with unpleasant results. 

It would be of some advantage if the switches could be 
operated by a long portable handle. With some such 
arrangement and a good design of fuse, there seems to 
be no reason why sub-station fuses should not be quite 
satisfactory, even at 500 amps. capacity, with large 
power behind them. | 


TELEPHONE CABLES FOR 
By AN 


WirH the advent of much larger power supply areas, the 
subject of communication between the central station 
and distant points, such as sub-stations, assumes greater 
importance, and the following notes on telephone cable 
will probably interest those dealing with power distri- 
bution. 

To prove satisfactory, a telephone cable used with a 
power scheme must meet the following requirements : — 

1. It must be absolutely reliable under all conditions 
of service. 

2. For economic reasons the first cost should be low, 
the maintenance costs negligible. 

J. The design of the cable should be such that it will 


give reasonably good speech transmission over the longest 


distance for which it would be used. 

Of these requirements, the first is by far the most 
important, since it is obvious that if communication 
cannot be relied on at all times the system is worse than 
useless. The second and third requirements will be 
discussed later, although it may be pointed out now that 
the question of speech transmission is not likely to cause 
trouble over the distances normally required, especially 
if good quality instruments be used. 

There are three types of telephone cable in general 
use for the purpose under consideration: — 

1. Dry core, lead-covered telephone cable. 

2. Telephone cable in which the insulation consists 
of impregnated paper loosely applied, lead covered. 

3. Telephone cable in which the insulation is of solid 
impregnated paper, lead covered. 

All of these types are used with different kinds of 
external protection when this is necessary. . 

The dry core cable is the standard type for use on 
telephone systems, and is constructed as follows: — 

The conductors are insulated with one or more loosely 
applied wrappings of dry paper. These insulated con- 
ductors are twisted into pairs, and the required number 
of pairs is built up in layers to form a round core. 
A final binding of dry paper is next put on over the 
core, which is then enclosed in a lead sheath. While 
this type of cable is admirably suited to large telephone 
systems where the staffs are well trained in its installa- 
tion and maintenance, it has two big disadvantages 
when used in connection with power supply systems. 
First, owing to the ease with which the paper wrapping 
will absorb moisture, special precautions have to be 
taken while the cable 1s being jointed, and unless the 
jointer is used to this class of work, low insulation will 
result. This will necessitate special drying apparatus 
to clear it. In the second case, should the sheath become 
punctured after the cable is laid. moisture will penetrate 
for long distances on either side of the joint. This 
effect takes place very rapidly, and if there is much 


‘available. 


USE IN POWER SCHEMES. 


EXPERT. 


moisture in the ducts or soil surrounding the cable, re- 
placement will be necessary. The length to be replaced 
in this event will be considerable, thus precluding any- 
thing in the nature of a quick repair. Of course these 
troubles occur also in large telephone systems, but here 
the failure is not vital, since spare circuits are generally 
In these systems the advantages of increased 
transmission efficiency outweigh the disadvantages, es- 
pecially as the latter are minimised by the skilled staffs 
and special apparatus available. 

Cables with the loose impregnated paper type of in- 
gulation are of similar construction to the dry-core type, 
except that for insulating the conductors, impregnated 
paper is used instead of dry paper. A double spiral 
wrapping of paper is usually employed on each con- 
ductor. This type is probably the best of all for the 
use under consideration.  Joirts are simple to make, 
and the jointers employed would be quite familiar with 
this kind of insulation, since it is similar to that on 
power cable. Also, since the cable is filled with impreg- 
nating compound, any moisture penetrating the sheath 
is not likely to travel far up the cable. Repairs in this 
case can, therefore, be quickly effected by cutting out 
and replacing a short length. As to mechanical and 
electrical strength, there is no doubt that this type of 
cable, when properly made and laid, can easily with- 
stand any conditions likely to be met in normal use. 
In addition, it has the Aan Take of being the least 
expensive type. 

The best description that can be given of the third 
type, cable with solid paper insulation, is to say 
that it is a miniature power cable. In this type the 
conductors are insulated with lappings of impregnated 
paper applied so as to form a solid core. These cores 
are laid up together either as singles or pairs, lapped 
with more paper, and lead covered. Either method 
gives a very bulky, and therefore uneconomical, tele- 
phone cable, especially when pairing is required. This 
type of cable is frequently specified when there is very 
little justification for doing so, since a cable of the 
second type will stand any induced voltages likely to be 
met with normally. In the unlikely event of a telephone 
conductor coming into contact with a high-pressure 
circuit a breakdown is inevitable, whatever type of in- 
sulation,is used. 

To complete the comparison. the relation between the 
costs of these types must be taken into consideration. 
As would be expected, there is little or no difference 
between the costs of the dry core and the loose impreg- 
nated paper types. while the cost of the solid impreg- 
nated paper type is from two to three times that of the 
other two types, depending, of course, on the thickness 
of insulation specified, xd 


a d 


&- AS n? c 2 z "IP iu 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. [VoL $8. No. 8,264, APRIL 15, 1681, 


Ihe reasons, therefore, for selecting the second type 
of cable as the most suitable for use on a power scheme 
are ás follows: 

1. While it is no cheaper than the dry-core type, it 
is easier to lay and maintain, since it requires no special 
training on the part of the jointer, and no special ap- 
paratus to keep it in working order. | 2 

. 2. It costs from one-half to one-third the amount of 
the solid insulated type, and while its factor of safety 
from an electrical and mechanical point of view is not 
$0 high as that for the solid type, it is ample for the 
purpose under consideration. 

Having arrived at a conclusion as to the type of 
cable required, it is now necessary to see what size of 
conductors, and how many of them, are necessary. The 
standard sizes of conductors used for telephone work in 
this country are stated in pounds per mile. The dia- 
meters are as follows :— 


10 lb. p.m.—.025 in. 
20 lb. p.m.—.0355 in. 
40 lb. p.m:—.050 in. ` 


When considering & telephone cable these sizes should 
be adhered to as far as possible, since all telephone cable 
manufacturers have machines equipped for dealing with 
these sizes. They also hold stocks of these wires, and 
it is therefore reasonable to expect a saving in cost and 
a quicker delivery if these sizes are specified. There 
is very little reason for specifying stranded conductors 
in telephone cables. A stranded conductor, of the small 
size necessary for this class of work, gains little in 
strength or flexibility over a solid conductor, and is 
more expensive. To enable a decision to be made as to 
the size of wire necessary, the following table gives the 
distances over which good commercial speech is possible 
with a given size of conductor: 


70 lb. p.m.—.066 in. 
100 lb. p.m.—.079 in. 


.  -—.: Miles. Niles. 
10 lb. p.m.—5 70 Ib. p. m.— 30 
20 lb. p.m.—10 . 100 lb. p.m.— 40 
i 40 lb. p. m. 20 


These figures make allowance for any instrument and 
terminal losses that are likely to occur. es 

When fixing the size of conductors and the number 
of pairs required, possible future extensions should be 
borne in mind. Regard should be paid to the fact 
that a one-pair telephone cable is rarely economical, 
since a two or three-pair cable may be obtained for little 
extra outlay. Even if only one circuit is wanted, with 
no probability of increasing this number, a two-pair 
cable should be considered. Provision is then made 
for a stand-by circuit should the one in use happen to 
fail. 

The only remaining point now left to consider is the 
thickness of sheath required. "This naturally depends 
on the diameter of the cable, but to obtain the necessary 
mechanical strength the radial thickness of'sheath should 
not be less than .065 in. This is the usually accepted 
figure in this country for a minimum lead thickness 
on any lead-covered telephone cable, however small. 
The reasons which cause some engineers to specify exag- 
gerated lead thicknesses are difficult to understand. 
Of course, this may lessen electrolytic action by reducing 
the current density in the sheath, but it will not prevent 
electrolytic action entirely. Attacking the problem from 
the point of view of taking precautions to prevent elec- 
trolysis would seem to be a cheaper and more logical 
method. The same argument applies to chemical corro- 
sion. Increasing the lead thickness simply delays failure 
and does not prevent it entirely. A protective covering 
designed to meet the particular case where chemical 
“corrosion, is expected, would prevent failure, and wou!d 
offer. a much cheaper solution of the problem. 


* 4e Spies 


. Wagés in the Clyde Area.— Forty-one firms in the Clyde 
area have agreed not to reduce the wages of the contracting 
members of the Electrical Trades Union by 3d. an hour. Many of 
the emplogers who are observing Union terms are federated firms. 
— Daily Herald, 


CURRENCY AND BANKING, 


Mn.-H. G. WILLIAus, M.Sc., M.Eng., A. M. Inst. C. E., 
secretary and general manager of the Machine Tool 
Trades" Association, recently delivered two lectures 
under the auspices of the Manchester Engineering Coun. 
cil on the subjects of currency and banking, and foreign 
exchanges and foreign trade. He dealt with these im- 
portant subjects clearly, and on orthodox lines, explain- 
ing in the first instance the use and growth of currency 
and how it came to supplant, almost everywhere, the 
older method of barter. He pointed out the essential 
qualities of money, first as a medium of exchange, and 
second, as a measure of value. He pointed out the 
advantages of a metal coinage, carrying intrinsically 
its own face value over a paper currency such as we now 
possess.. 

Banking operations and the natural limitations to 

credits were next dealt with, and it was shown how 
a bank must always keep sufficient reserves to deal with 
emergencies. 
We think, however, that Mr. Williams momentarily 
relapsed into pre-war thinking, when he remarked that 
if anything cause alarm, the people who possess notes 
may present them and demand gold."' 

With regard to paper money, he remarked that its 
value depended upon the faith reposed in it by the 
people; but that in most countries the present cause of 
depreciation was not lack of their faith, but was due to 
the creation of credit by inflation of paper moner, 
which automatically put up the price of commodities. 
At the same time he admitted that the manufacture of 
credit was not the sole cause of the rise in prices above 
the purchasing power of the people, with the disastrous 


slump that followed. 


The pressure on the banks to carry the burden of 
the stocks, the heavy taxation, and other factors, all 
aggravated the slump. l 

Mr. Williams thinks that with a reasonable sacrifice 
of wages on the one side and profits on the other. 
trade may soon be restored; but he suggests as one 
remedy a hair of the dog that bit us,“ viz., a little 
more judicious inflation of credit to get business on the 
move again. 

His second lecture was devoted to the question of 
foreign exchanges. Mr. Williams attributed our ad- 
verse exchange in the U.S.A. almost entirely to our 
adverse balance of trade, viz., ' that we are constantly 
importing more from America than we are sending to 
her." He dealt with this matter very clearly; but ve 
hardly think he gave due weight to political considera 
tions, which, of course, have a great influence. 

He pointed out how the exchange could be rectified by 
movements of gold, but, of course, this presupposed gold 


available to be moved. 


The rates of exchange as between this country and 
the U.S.A., and France and Germany, were fully con 
sidered, and also the important question of the Indian 
and Eastern exchanges was touched upon. 

Mr. Williams concluded with the expectation that, as 
soon as we get the New York exchange to $4.86—that 
is, to the normal figure—we could restore the gold 
standard at once. 

In our opinion, it is of great advantage that the 
trading community. and especially engineers, should 
understand at least the principles underlying these great 
questions of currency and exchange, and not leave them 
entirely to the money experts; and Mr. Williams did 3 
very useful service to the engineers of Manchester 1 
presenting them with these two excellent lectures. which 
at least put forward the generally accepted views clearly 
and concisely. Dl 

To any of our readers who may feel inclined to follow 
up the subject. we would venture to recommend a book 
entitled Inflation," by Prof. J. Shields Nicholson. 
of Edinburgh, which gives a very interesting and mas 


_terly account of the present position; or rather we 


should say (as the position changes so fast) the recent 
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position. He lays bare the disastrous course of our 
Governmental borrowings and spendings, and shows 
clearly enough how the present financial position has 
been reached. 

Unfortunately, neither he nor any other exponent of 
tlie dismal science ’’ seems able to show how or when 
we are to get back to a satisfactory basis. They all say 
return as soon as possible to the gold standard, or, in 
other words, restore the convertibility. of our paper cur- 
rency into gold ; but how, or when, is not indicated. 

After all, we think it is possible to overstate the im- 
portance of the currency, which is only the medium. 

The worthlessness of Russian paper is not only in- 
herent in the reckless quantity that has been printed. 
If people had confidence in the Russian Government 
things might soon be altered even there. 

However, the great bulk of our trade is carried on 
by cheques and bills of exchange, and the measure of 
our credit is the measure of the confidence reposed in 
us that we will, as heretofore, keep to our bargains. 

If we could only get our political and industrial pro- 
blems solved, and settle down to steady production, our 
credit, and eventually our foreign trade, would soon be 
back at a high level. 


SMALL ACCUMULATOR DEFECTS AND 
| THEIR REMEDIES. 


By VOLTMAN.“ 


Tug class of small portable accumulator, ranging in 
type and size frum that used for automobile lighting 
and starting down to the miniature single cell employed 
in pocket lumps, requires special treatment and hand- 
ling to obtain the best results—this has been the 
writer’s experience. One cannot successfully apply 


the same rules that should be observed in the case of 


large fixed batteries. With every part made on so small 
a scale, and with very limited clearances, not to men- 
tion a certain fragility of material, it 1s inevitable that 
a number of minor troubles are likely to arise, which 
are absent from the large fixed battery. The small 
accuniulator also gets a good deal of knocking about 
by inexperienced hands. | 

In general, sinall cells seem to be very susceptible to 
incorrect specific gravity of the acid, and if neglected 
have a strong tendency to sulphate. The quantity of 
acid per cell is necessarily small, and regular testing 
of the specific gravity is advisable. Frequently it will 
be found that the acid is too weak, as users of these 
batteries generally overdo the adding of water to make 
up for loss by evaporation. The most convenient form 
of hydrometer for testing the specific gravity is the 
pipette having a rubber bulb and a float inside the 
glass vessel. | J | 
Breaking away of the active material from the plates 
is very common, due to vibration chiefly, and as the 
plates are very close together, and not always provided 
with a complete separator, loose active material becomes 
wedged in between them. A narrow strip of whalebone, 
very thin and flexible, which can be inserted through 


the vent, is very useful for dislodging these troublesome 


fragments of active material, and causing them to fall 
to the bottom of the cell. A very puzzling defect the 
writer has experienced is that of a leak in the dividing 
piece between the cells, thus causing a slow but sure 
running-down on open circuit. It is only detected by 
emptying one cell, when the acid will be found to per- 
colate through from the other. This defect is only 
repairable by opening up the case and recementing the 
cement (celluloid dissolved in 
acetone). Repairs to celluloid cases on the outside are 
quite easy to effect with thin sheet celluloid and cement 
(for this purpose worn-out season ticket cases answer 
admirably, as patches and angle pieces are readily 


made thereof). For similar defects in ebonite cases no- 
thing is so good as the ever-useful Chatterton compound: 
The bugbear of terminal corrosion is not so common 
nowadays, but short of using all-lead connections it is 
always prone to occur. 'l'he old dodge of vaselining the 
terminals is only a temporary remedy. If the defective 
rubber gland cannot be renewed the acid will inevitably 
creep up and attack the brass. The writer recommends 
painting round the gland and lower part of the terminal 
with anti-sulphuric enamel,.and coating the terminal 
head, by first heating it and then rubbing the surface 
with a piece of shellac or sealing wax. This produces a 
durable acid-proof coating. 
Instances of small accumulators slowly discharging on 
open circuit may often be traced to current leakage due 
to a conducting film of acid forming on the upper sur- 
face of the case. By flowing some melted paraffin wax 


thereon, this surface leakage is greatly reduced, as the 


wax has a repellant effect on acid tending to settle on 
the surface. | 

Lug fractures inside the cell are sometimes a puzzling 
source of trouble, as the break may not be visible nor 
yet completely interrupt the circuit, but will produce 
a bad contact. A good repair can generally be made 
by the manufacturers by burning on a new lug. Out- 
side connections. also sometimes break at the point where 
the weld has been made, and this is not always noticed. 
Such connections appear to be too rigid to withstand 
the vibration that some. batteries are subjected to. It 
is, however, a simple matter, on locating such a break, 
to remove the connector bar and solder a strip of thin 
lead to the lugs, making a bend or loop in the strip to 
provide sufficient flexibility. D NET 
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|. ELECTRICAL MACHINERY IN THE 


. MALAY PENINSULA. 


IN the past the amount of electrical plant that has gone to 
the Malay Peninsula has not been very great; but with the 
development of the industries of the country and its gradual 
opening up to civilised conditions there is reason to believe 
that its requirements of machinery of all sorts will increase. 
The statistics of the Straits Settlements show the value of 
at pela and exports of electrical machinery for three years as 
ollows :— 


Imports. Exports. 
1917 pa ds .. £60,525 £18,795 
1918 ce "T iis 55,189 22.191 
1919 ios MS . . 153.590 31,795 


Though classified as exports, the electrical goods sent out of 
the Straits Settlements do not leave the Peninsula but find 
their way into the Federated and Unfederated Malay States 
in 1917 to the value of £14,823; in 1918, £10,317 ; and in 1919, 
422,818. 

It will be interesting to merchants and manufacturers in 
this country to know whence British Malaya draws its sup- 
ps of electrical goods, and this is shown in the following 
table :— 

1917. 1918. 1919. 
£17,293 49.179 £74,593 
.- 98,569 17.028 50,430 


United States of America ... 
United Kingdom 


French India . nt ‘he — — 16,643 
China e € on. ue 422 7,674 4,651 
Australia ... asd " m 196 792 1,074 
Italy Te oe ih .. 1.753 933. Bal 
Japan x M e 8.195 123,500 811 
Hong-Kong - - jud 1,231 1.688 592 


The most remarkable feature of the above statistica is the 
supply of goods of this description from Asiatic countries, 
especially French India. The imports from Hong-Kong and the 
China coast ports may be merely transhipments from Japan, 
the United States or elsewhere. ; ptus 

In the Federated Malay States, the supervision of electrical 
machinery is entrusted to the Senior Warden of Mines, and 
from Mr. W. Eyre Kenny's report for 1919 it appears that the 
number of installations of „ plant in these States was 
as follows: — 1917, 100 installations (8.976 kW); 1918, 106 (9,360 
kW): 1919, 109 (9,544 kW.). In addition there were 90 self- 
contained lighting plante installed in private houses, plant to 
about 1,300 kW was in course of installation at the end of 
1919, the aggregate horse-power of motors employed was 9,320 
as against 9,660 in 1918, and & census taken'in December 


showed that motors totalling 3,400 h.p. were available as 


spares but were not connected. l 
A classification of all electrical generating plant employed in 
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the Federated Malay States in 1919 was given in kW as 
follows :— a . 
Power. Light. 

Mining 8.758 189 
Agricultufe ... 68 216 
General 110 146 
Governmeut 131 2.537 
O Total 9,067 3.088 


The horse- power of motors employed for all purposes aggre- 
gated 11,560, as compared with 11,900 in 1918. 

It is regrettable, writes Mr. Eyre Kenny. that so many 
different frequencies and voltages are in use on mines. Mine 
owners would be well advised to adopt British Standard fre- 
quencies and voltages. For three-phase power installations a 
frequency of 50 and a voltage of 400 or 500 at motor terminals 
will meet requirements in the majority of cases; for continuous 
current plant a voltage of 500 is in general use and may well 
be adopted. For lighting, a voltage of 115 or 230 is practically 


in standard use in the Federated Malay States and the Straits 
Settlements, and although not British Standard, it would be 
advisable to adhere to these pressures. 

In the Malayan collieries at Rawang. in Selangor, three new 
300-kW steam-driven generators were installed, a ninety-eight 
inch Sirocco ventilating fan was brought into use, two 
storage battery electric locomotives for underground use were 
imported and have rendered good service, and a long wall 
electrically-driven coal cutter with an electrically-driven coal 
conveyor were being installed at the end of the year. 

In the report for 1919 of the Director of Public Works (Mr. 
R. O. N. Anderson) it is stated that the Gombok section of 
the Kuala Lumpur electric light installation gave a great deal 
of trouble during the year, and there were many stoppages. 
the chief reason being the '' wearing-out " of the generator 
coils. ''It has been impossible to get new ones anywhere," 
wrote Mr. Anderson, and there is no apparatus for carrying 
ouf repairs satisfactorily here," but doubtless this has since 
been remedied. Sale of energy brought in £23,567, against 
£24,047, and the gross profit was £12,519. 


RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN TURBINE PRACTICE. 


By K. 


IN 1912 the author read a paper before the Institution describ- 
ing the development of the steam turbine up to that date.* 
The present paper generally outlines turbine practice during 
ihe interval, reviews the circumstances which resulted in 
developments which can be best described as the ''race for 
the maximum output at the highest possible speed,’’ describes 
how. progress has been made possible, and deals in detail 
with the problems connected with the large turbines required 
for electric power stations of the future. 


Part L—SuMMARY OF DEVELOPMENT. 


From a list of turbo-alternators built by various makers 
during the past ten years it appears that the largest alternator 
with a speed of 1,000 r.p.m. was built by the A.E.G. in 1918. 
This 50,000-kW set was very expensive, and future progress 
will be towards increasing the output of 1,500-r.p.m. machines 
rather than developing 1,000-r.p.m. sets. The largest 1,500- 
r.p.m. machine at present in operation has a capacity of 
35,000 kVA (maximum continuous rating), and most manu- 
facturers are willing to build an alternator of this size. A 
35,000-kVA ‘alternator has been built for a speed of 1,800 
r.p.m., and the capacity of this machine is equivalent to 
50,800 kVA at 1,500 r.p.m., on the basis that the maximum 


Maximum continuous kVA reduced to 1500 tpn 


Fias. 1 AND 2.—- GROW TH oF Max. Cont. KVA RATING OF 
ALTERNATORS, REDUCED TO 1,500 R.P.M. (LEFT) AND TO 
3,000 R.P.M. (RIGHT). 


BAUMANN. 


possible capacity varies inversely as the square of the speed 


(r.p.m.). 


Fig. 1 shows the growth of the maximum con- 


tinuous kVA rating reduced to 1,500 r.p.m. diagrammatically. 


A 
r.p.m. and above) which have been built during the 


list of turbo-alternators running at high speeds (9,400 
last ten 


years shows that the capacity has increased in this country 
from. about 3,000 kVA in 1912 to 17,200 kVA maximum con- 
tinuous rating in 1921. Fig. 2 shows the growth of the maxi- 
mum continuous kVA rating reduced to 3,000 r.p.m. diagram- 


ma : . 

The dc. generator driven directly from the turbine has 
disappeared from the market, its place having been taken by 
the moderately low-speed generator driven by mechanical re- 


duction gear, up to units of 4,000 kW 


, and for larger units 


by turbo-alternators in conjunction with rotary converters. 
The development of the reduction gear is also responsible for 


the disappearance of the direct-driven 25-perio 


alternator 


running at 1,500 r.p.m. up to capacities of 4,000 kW, and has 


completely revolutionised turbine practice for small outputs 


© Exec. Rev., Feb. 28rd. 1912; p. 317. 
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Economical ratings in KW per exhaust for 11nch 
E Hg abs and 1500 r pm 


(Abstract of paper read before the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS.) 


the time is not far distant when even the 1,000-kW, 3,000 
r.p.m. turbo-alternator will be replaced by a turbine running 
at a high speed and driving the alternator through gears. 

The most economical arrangement of the geared turbine 
for large capacities is the ''two-pinion " arrangement, one 
pinion being driven by the h.p. and the other by the lp. 
turbine. In such a case the output which can be trans 
mitted through the pinions very nearly approaches the mari- 
mum output which can be obtained from the turbine when 
designed for & 29-in. vacuum. 

The development of the economical rating for each exhaust 
is of particular interest. This rating reduced to a basis d 
lin. abs. back pressure and a speed of 1,500 r.p.m. is shown 
in fig. 4, and fig. 5 shows corresponding particulars of high- 
speed turbines (above 2,000 r.p.m.) of relatively large capa- 
cities. 

Regarding the development of the reaction turbine, in 1910 
the combined Curtis-Parsons turbine was introduced by 
Messrs, Brown, Boveri, and has since become their standard 
design, built as a single-cylinder unit in every case. The lp. 
end is built up of disks, the peripheral speed of the rotor being 
too high for the use of drums. In this country, and in America, 
development has proceeded on different lines. Parsons in 
this country standardised the two cylinder design for large 
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Fics. 3 AND 4.—GROWTH OF ECONOMICAL RATING OF TURBINES 
IN KW ,PER EXHAUST, REDUCED TO A VACUUM OF 1 IN. ABS. 
(Ha) AND 1,500 R. P. M. (LEFT), AND TO 3,000 R. P. M. (RIGHT). 


capacities, the h.p. and l.p. elements being arranged 1n 
separate cylinders, arranged in tandem for driving a single 
generator. In order to cope with large volumes of exhau 
steam, the l.p. element is generally of the double-flow type. 
Fig. 6 shows a representative design of Parsons 11,000-kW. 
2,400-r.p.m. turbine. | 

The Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing Co., Ltd., in 
America has further developed the sub-division into separate 
cylinders to improve the efficiency and deal with the demand 
for increased capacities; some of its units were built for 
driving more than one generator. TE 

The first Ljungström turbine of 1,000-kW capacity was 
installed in 1912 by the North Metropolitan Power Co., Lon- 
don, and since then considerable progress has been made. A 
Ljungström turbine of 30,000-kW maximum continuous caps 
city is at present under construction in the works of the 
General Electric Co. at Schenectady. : 

A conspicuous feature of the development of the impulse 
turbine is the increase in the output per cylinder. The pro- 
minent firm in this connection is the General Electric to. 
of Ameriea. The necessary leaving area in this single cylinder 
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unit has been obtained by increasing the diameters of the 


last stages and increasing the length of the blades. The great 
difference in overall length, and the additional cost involved 
in the two- cylinder construction, are no doubt responsible for 
the early change-over to the single-cylinder construction. Ex- 
perience has shown, however, that single-cylinder construction 
possesses serious inherent disadvantages due to disk and blade 
vibrations. 

In the A.E.G. 3,000-r.p.m. turbine of 30,000-kW capacity 
in one cylinder, the last stage is arranged on the double-flow 
principle, the exhausts from the two halves facing one 
another. The steam passages from the last but one row to 
one half of the last stage are arranged around the last stage. 
and the exhaust steam 1s caused to flow around these passages 
before entering the exhaust proper. The flow of steam out- 
side the last stage is very complicated, and will result in a 
considerable drop in pressure between the last row of blades 
and the condenser, and also between the last but one stage 
and the extreme half of the last stage. 

A number of 16.000-kW turbines designed to run at 1,500 


` r.p.m. have been built by the A.E.G. for large super-power 


stations such as Golpa. This design is conspicuous for its 
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Tia. 5.—Parsons TANDEM REACTION TURBINE AT CARVILLE, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 1916. 
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Fic. 6.—METROPOLITAN-VICKERS TURBINE WITH HEATER 
AND CONDENSER, AT DALMARNOCK, GLASGOW, 1919. 


small number of stages and for the large diameter of the last 
three stages. The length of the blades on the last wheel is 
very small, the ratio of blade length to mean diameter being 
only 1:9. The shape of the turbine exhaust is very unsatis- 
factory from the point of view of flow of steam through the 
exhaust, inasmuch as 50 per cent. of the exhaust opening is 
covered by the turbine cylinder which is overhung into the 
turbine exhaust. 

During the period under review no designs of Zoelly turbines 
which differ materially from the construction described in 
his paper of 1919 have come to the author's notice. It has 
been reported that 10,000-kW turbines running at 3,000 r.p.m. 
are under construction, but no details of designs have been 
published. | 

Modern Hateau turbines are built by the Metropolitan- 
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Vickers Electrical Co.,“ and figs. 6 and 7 show a multi-exhaust, 
18,750-kW, 1, 500-r. p. m. turbine with other novel features. 

The stream-line exhaust secures a simple flow of the steam, 
thus reducing to à minimum the pressure-drop between the 
last row of blades and the condenser. It also ensures uniform 
distribution of steam over the whole condenser-tube surface, 
thereby effecting a reduction of pressure-drop in ‘the con- 
denser itself. A surface-type feed-water heater is arranged 
within the turbine cylinder, the tubes in which the condensate 
is heated being exposed to steam which is tapped from the 
main turbine at a relatively low vacuum. The incorporation 
of the heater as an integral part of the turbine avoids the 
necessity of additional heater casings and pipe connections 
which would complicate the lay-out of the plant to a con- . 
siderable extent. The exhaust casing is rigid in construction 
and is placed directly on the foundations, thereby dispensing 
with the use of heavy foundation girders. The condenser 
inlet flange is bolted directly to the turbine cylinder. The 
h.p. end of the turbine is flexibly connected to the rigid 
portion of the casing, the extreme end of the h.p. cylinder 
being supported from a pedestal. In the old-fashioned design 
heavy foundation girders are usually required to provide side 
supports for the turbine, which increase 
the cost of foundations and interfere 
seriously with the accessibility of the 
joint between the turbine and the con- 
denser. The pipe type of nozzle box 
and steam chest combined with nozzle 
control is such that the highest steam 
pressures and temperatures can be used 
without fear of distortion of the turbine 
cylinder due to variations in load and 
steam temperature. 

A comparison of the commercial 
development of impulse and reaction 
turbines shows that prior to the war the 
position, as far as European countries 
are concerned, was roughly as follows: 
Impulse: Number of makers, 30; num- 
ber of turbines, 900; output, 1,400,000 
kW; and average size of turbines 1,550 
kW. Reaction: Number of makers, 9; 
number of turbines, 250; output 500,000 
kW; and average size of turbines, 2,000 
kW. Similar information for this coun- 
try for 1919 is: (Orders in Great Britain 
for turbines above 200 kW capacity) Im- . 
pulse: Number of turbines, 143, output 
A) 411,568 kW; and average size of tur- 
T] bines, 2.870 kW. Reaction: Number of 
|| turbines, 46; output, 119,407 kW; and 
average size of turbines, 2,440 kW. 

Concerning machines for special pur- 
poses the demand for low and mixed 
pressure turbines has considerably de- 
creased, but there has been an increased 
application of back-pressure and reduc- 
ing turbines to mills and factories. The 
sizes of unite required are moderate, and 
the practice has not changed appreciably 
j during the period under review. 

. E Parr II.—Facrors AFFECTING DEVELOP- 
p MENT. ` 

The author discusses all the pointe in 
design which affect reliability, and gives 
such data as will enable the power- 
Station engineer to appreciate the merits 
of any particular turbine design. 

The progress made in steam conditions 
shows that at present steam pressures 
as high as 350 lb. per sq. in. (gauge) 
are being adopted and temperatures as 
high as 750 deg. F. The vacuum has 
been increased from 29 to 29.1 in.; the 
heat drop from 407 to 485 B.th.u. per 
lb., and the ratio of expansion from 418 
to 898. Higher steam pressures than 
350 lb. per sq. in. are at present not 
justified except in power stations where 
economy is of extreme importance, 
where coal is very expensive and the 
load factor very high. A steam tem- 
perature of 700 deg. F. is the present 


BN) condenser 


stan , 

The basis of calculations for the improvement in heat con- 
sumption possible with improved steam conditions is explained 
and improvements due to higher steam pressures, tempera- 
tures, and vacua are discussed in turn as well as those due to 
reheating and feed-water heating. Finally, the author turns 
to thermo-dynamic efficiency, and points out that the advan- 
tages of the velocity wheel are outweighed by the increased 
efficiency of single Rateau stages, except in cases where the 
diameter used for the first stage is relatively small. There is 
a tendency for tHe h.p. end of reaction turbines to be replaced 
by impulse stages not necessarily of the velocity-wheel type, 
but also of the ordinary Rateau type. For the middle portion 
and the l.p. end both impulse and reaction blading continue 


è Erec. Rev., Apr. 30th. 1920, p. 571. 
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to be used, but reaction blading has largely given way to 
impulse blading. eter 
~ Part III. Economie RATING. 


It is possible to design a given turbine frame for any 
rating within a given range, and the economical consumption 
at such designed ratings will lie along a curve D, fig. 5, 
which is defined as the economical consumption charac- 
teristic " for the given turbine frame for given steam and 
vacuum conditions, and the problem is the determination of 
the particular point along curve D at which the economic 
rating can be fixed for a given load factor, fuel costs, capital 
charges, &c. 

The manner in which the losses vary with the rating of a 
given size of turbine for given steam and vacuum conditions 
is shown in fig. 8 [steam pressure 200 lb. per sq. in. gauge, 
superheat 200 deg. F., and 29 in. vacuum]. 

Curve A shows the variation of the steam consumption ., 
in lb. per kWh at the blading if c^ losses do not exist. This 
consumption is independent of the rating, and curve A is, 
therefore, a horizontal line. Curve B shows the variation of 
the mechanical losses expressed as a percentage of the output 
measured at the coupling. In the case considered [20,900 kW 
at 1,500 r. h. m.] the mechanical losses. K m =835 kW. Curve C 
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FiG. 7.—MrTROPOLiTAN-ViCKERS MULTI-EXHAUST TURBINE AT 
DALMARNOCK. | , 


shows the variation of the c? losses expressed in percentage 
of the total heat drop available for a back pressure of 1 in. abs. 
These losses vary approximately as the square of the rating. 
Curve B plus C shows the variation of the total losses expressed 
as a percentage of the output at the turbine coupling. Curve 
D is the economical consumption characteristic, and shows 
the variation of the economical steam consumption for the 
various designed ratings referred to the outputs at the turbine 
coupling. ! ! | 

In actual practice it does not pay to design a given turbine 
frame for the rating which gives the lowest possible steam 
consumption, because the turbine will be too expensive for 
such a rating. In order to determine the commercial economic 
rating of a given turbine frame (the “ economic.” rating), it 


is necessary to consider the relative influence of the fuel and 


capital cost charges per kWh on the generating costs. The 
capital cost of the turbine itself varies inversely as the rating, 
whereas the fuel charges increase from the point of maximum 
efficiency with the rating. - ' "n ; 
The effect of the fuel and capital charges is such that for 
a back pressure of 1 in. abs., the rating becomes K. = 32,500 
kW, i.e., 1.55 times the minimum steam-consumption rating 
of 20,900 kW. The corresponding outlet losses become lo = 
4.6 per cent. For a back pressure of 2 in. abs. the rating 
becomes 45,000 kW or 1.38 times the economic rating for a 
back pressure of 1 in. absolute. 'The corresponding outlet 
losses for 2 in. abs. are /7,=3.19 per cent. or 69.3 per cent. of 
the corresponding losses for a back pressure of 1 in. abs. 
For a load factor of 25 per cent. the economic rating of a 
given frame is 90 per cent. larger than for a load factor of 
50 per cent., the outlet losses being 40 per cent. larger; on 
the other hand, if the load factor is 75 per cent., the rating 
would be reduced by 10 per cent. and the outlet losses by 


20 per cent. The economic rating varies approximately in- 
versely as the fourth root of the load factor, and the losses 
vary inversely às the square root of the load factor, and 
simularly it follows that the economic rating varies: Inversely 
as the fourth root of the cost of coal; or directly as the fourth 
root of the interest factor; or directly as the fourth root of the 
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Fic. 8.—VARIATION OF LOSSES AND STEAM CONSUMPTION WITH 
RATING. 


evaporation; or finally, directly as the fourth root of the 
initial cost of the turbine. 

Thus, for an increase of 20 per cent. in the cost of the 
turbine, the rating of the turbine should be increased 5 per 
cent., provided that the cost of coal remains the same. It 
will generally be found, however, that the cost of the turbine 
increases with the cost of coal, these factors being industrially 
interdependent. The rating of the turbine woul accordingly 
remain unchanged. 

The leaving losses vary, inversely as the square root of the 
cost of coal; or directly as the square root of the interest 
factor; or directly as the square root of the evaporation; or 
finally, directly as the square root of the initial cost of the 
turbine. 

In the cases considered above, no account is taken of the 
fact that, by installing a more efficient turbine, the boiler- 
house plant may be made smaller, resulting in decreased in- 
terest and depreciation charges for the boiler plant, and d 
charges for maintenance and operation. The same applies 
to the condensing plant, the size of which depends, amongst 
other things, on the quantity of steam discharged from the 
turbine. Moreover, an increase in turbine efficiency reduces 
the heat content per lb. of steam. For every 1 per cent. im- 
provement in steam consumption, the amount of heat to be 
dealt with per kW capacity of the installation is decreased by 
about 1.4 per cent., which is the amount by which the capital 
cost of the condensing plant will be decreased. 
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Fic. 9.—Tunkk 20,000-KW. AND ONE 45,000-Kw. TURBO- ¢ 
GENERATORS AT CONNOR’S CREEK (see p. 475). 


It may be urged that such fine limits cannot be obtained in 
actual practice. It is clear, however, that even if the sizes 
of the various parts of the plant are fixed by other con- 
siderations, considerable advantages can be obtained since, for 
an increase in turbine efliciency, the boiler plant will be more 
easily rated in actual operation, thereby eflecting a reduction 
in maintenance charges and also an increase in boiler efficiency. 
The same remarks apply to the condensing plant where a 
decrease in turbine consumption results in a higher vacuum 
and, consequently, in a further improvement in economy. 

For the best commercial rating of the boiler or condensing 
plant the saving in capital cost for a given increase in rating 
is equal to the extra fuel cost entailed by the same increase 
in rating. Therefore, the financial gain resulting from the use 
of a more efficient turbine is equivalent to that which would 
have.resulted had correspondingly smaller boiler and condens- 
ing plant been installed. 

The saving resulting from the reduction in the steam- 
capacity costs is of the same order as the direct saving 1n 
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fuel costs, and both factors must be considered in determining 
the economic rating of the turbine. 

Thus, for a back pressure of 1 in. abs. the most economic 
rating becomes 28,400 kW, and the outlet losses are 3.54 per 
cent. For a back pressure of 2 in. abs. the rating becomes 
41,000 kW, or 1.42 times the rating for 1 in. abs., the corre- 
sponding outlet losses being 2.52 per cent., or 0.7 times the 
losses for 1 in. abs. 

When allowance is made for the steam-capacity costs the 
effect of such factors as cost of coal, initial cost of turbine, 
&c., on the rating becomes smaller, simply because the in- 


Fic. 10.—SrTEAM END or 45,000-kW. TURBINE 


fluence of such factors is offset to some extent by the influence 
of the steam capacity. The variation of the overall economic 
rating with coal cost, load factor, &c., is only about one-half 
of that which is obtained in the case of the economic rating. 

It is evident from the foregoing that if too high an average 
cooling-water temperature is given to the manufacturers, as 
is often the case, the turbine will be large enough as far as 
load-carrying capacity, i.e., steam-chest and nozzle capacity, 
is concerned, but the exhaust end will be too small, thereby 
impairing the efficiency of the turbine. On the other hand, 


Fig. 11.—GENERATOR: AND L.P. END or. 45,000-KW. MACHINE. 


if too low a temperature is given, the turbine will be unneces- 
sarily expensive. American practice has standardised turbine 
ratings on the basis of a vacuum of 29 in. (barometer 30 in.) 
although the average cooling water temperature would justify 
à vacuum slightly higher than this. 

l a [To be continued. } 


— 


DISCUSSION IN LONDON. 


Mr. W. H. PATCHELL opened the discussion by referring to 
some of the large machines he saw during his recent visit to 
America. He had a number of lantern slides thrown on the 
screen (from which our illustrations have been reproduced), 
and explained that fig. 9 was a view down the engine room 
of the Detroit Edison Co.'s Connor's Creek station showing 
three 20,000-k W machines in the foreground and one of the 
45,000-kW (1918) sets in the background; the latter machines 


semi steel.” 


were the largest single-shaft turbo generators in the U.S.A. 
Fig. 10 showed the steam end of the large machine, and some 
idea of its size might be gained from the fact that the dis- 
tance between the centre line of the shaft and the floor level 
was 7 ft. The machine was a 2l-stage turbine, running at 
1,200 r.p.m., with a maximum tip speed of about 726 ft. per 
second; its overall length was 64 ft.. and the weight of the 
stator, which the speaker saw placed in position, was 115 tons. 
The heavily-lagged steam pipe was 22 in. in diameter. As an 
illustration of the station's war-time troubles, the speaker men- 
tioned that the 20,000-kW sets had had to be overrun and, 


Fic. 12.—CRACKED SEMI-STEEL CASING. 


owing to delay in getting the second 45,000-kW set commis- 
sioned, overhauling was unduly postponed. Consequently the 
wheels of one of the 20,000-kW sets failed, and was followed 
by the fracture of the h.p. steam casing (as indicated by the 
arrows in fig. 12) of the 45.000-kW turbine (1918) which, in 
the absence due to war conditions of steel, had been made of 
The reduction of the July peak load from 
200.000 to 160,000 kW was managed in a magnificent spirit of 
co-operation on the part of 150 large consumers and the supply 
company. The day peak load was removed and replaced by 


Fic. 13.—GENERATOR AND RIBBED 45,000-k W. TURBINE. 


evening and night shifts, after which the load was gradually 
allowed to increase again until November Ist, by which date 
it was again normal. Meanwhile, splendid work had been 
done by the station staff, and also by the contractors; a 20,000- 
kW set weighing 350 tons was removed and a 10,000-kW set 
installed in its place; the latter machine weighed 150 tons, 
and was erected in seven days while the speaker was in 
Detroit. The faulty 45,000-kW turbine was returned to its 
makers, and both it and the second set were in place again by 
November Ist. Fig. 11 showed the l.p. and generator end of 
the 45.000-kW (1918) set, while fig. 13 was a similar view of 
the 1920 machine with the former set behind it, and it would 
be noticed that the turbine casing of the newer machine had 
been heavily ribbed. As regarded the use of large sets, the 
speaker remarked that the peak of the Detroit Edison Co.'s 
load curve doubled every five years! At present 30,000 kW, 
of which size the Detroit Co. had two sets, was a 
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more fashionable size than the 45,000-kW one. Tig. 14 
showed another type of large machine, a 60,000-kW (or 
on a two-hours' rating 70,000-kW) three-shaft set in which 
the steam divided from the high to the l.p. cylinders so that 
60,000 kW could be developed by all three cylinders, or 40,000 
kW by two of them. Should any one of the three machines 
fail it would be cut out automatically, and by means of other 
automatic valves boiler steam could be passed through a reduc- 
ing valve on to either or both of the |.p. machines. That set 
was in one of the two New York stations of the Ínterborough 
Rapid Transit Co., one of the most interesting stations in 


America. The company originally used the Manhattan type 
of engine, which was used later by the London County Council 
at Greenwich. Some were replaced by two-spindle 30,000-kW 


machines shown in the background of fig. 14, the 60,000-kW 
set being in the foreground with its h.p. cylinder between the 
two l.p. ones; each set ran at a speed of 1,900 r.p.m., the 
l.p. turbines were of the double flow type, and the shatt be- 
tween the two halves was provided with a labyrinth packing. 
In that connection the speaker mentioned an interesting acci- 
dent that had occurred. After the machine had been in its 
maker’s hands for some three inonths for overhaul, it was 
started up, and when it had run for three-quarters of an hour 
the shaft seized. It was fortunately tripped in eight seconds 
and pulled up almost dead.“ otherwise there might have 
been extensive wreckage. Fig. 15 showed the extent of the 
damage, which was purely local, and fig. 16 was a more 
detailed view of the failure. 

Mr. A. A. CARNEGIE was rather disappointed in the paper 
inasmuch as no test results of impulse machines had been 
included in it. The author had stated that only one result 
of such a test had been published, but the speaker recalled 
that he himself had given figures and information in the 
course of the discussion on Mr. I. V. Robinson's paper on 
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Fic. 14.—A 3-sHart, 70,000-kw. Ser AT New York. 


Power Station Design in Relation to Thermal Efficiency,” 
on the occasion of the 1920 Convention of the Incorporated 
Municipal Electrical Association at Ilkley. He then exhibited 
steam consumption test curves of 20,000 and 10,000-kW Par- 
sons turbo-alternators,* which tests were made after the 
machines had been in operation from one to thirty months, 
all with the same satisfactory results. The figures lay quite 
snugly along the line, and there was no deterioration even 
after the machines had been working for two years. Those 
results showed two things; first, that the efficiency obtained 
was not a matter of luck, and, secondly. that the method of 
testing could be relied upon, because it had been proved that 
the tests could be repeated with accuracy. The use of fine 
blade tip clearance was avoided in modern reaction turbines 
by the adoption of ‘‘ end-tightened " blading, which made it 
possible to emplov a radial clearance ns large as desired. 
Mr. R. A. Cratrock thought that high speeds cut into the 
reliability of machines. and reliabilitv was the first thing that 
the user considered. The thermo efficiency came next, but 
1t must not be developed at the expense of reliability; he was 


* Exec. Rev., July 9th, 1990, p. 39. 


of the opinion that they were justified in going to any reason- 
able expense to obtain reliability, and for the same reason 
gears should be eliminated as much as possible. Turbine 
inukers would experience difficulties on account of the fact 
that generator manufacturers not infrequently required the 
machine to be run through its critical speed; however, when. 
ever it was possible to do so they should keep within the 
critical speed. With regard to the erosion of turbine blading. 
the elimination of CO,, &c., was very desirable, but in the 
speuker's opon erosion was chiefly due to moisture in the 
steam itself, and he thought there would probably be more 
risk of erosion taking place in cases where high steam pres- 
sures were adopted. The speaker mentioned a certain bearing 
failure which had not been heralded in any way by an in- 
crease in the temperature of the lubricating oil; the cause of 
the failure had never been discovered, but he thought that 
such an accident could have been avoided by the use of tem- 
perature indicators, which would show the actual temperature 
of the metal itself and not that of the lubricating oil. In the 
dod s large machines, two thrust bearings should be pro- 
vided. 

Mr. H. L. Guy, by the aid of lantern slides, considered the 
subject of the gain in heat consumption with mereased 
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Fic. 16.—LABYRINTH PACKING FAILURE. 


pressure at different speeds a step further than the author 
had done. a 

Mr. S. E. Feppen considered that the paper had been very 
fairly written, and in connection with geared machines, men: 
tioned that he had two such sets running for some two years: 
their consumption was guaranteed at 15 lb., but they operate 
regularly at 34 lb. less than that figure. How long could an 
impulse machine run without it heing necessary to reblade 
it? However, he thought that the reaction type of blade 
obtained the best results so far as steam consumption and 
other factors were concerned. If the author's statement that 
‘as far as efficiency is concerned, a turbine of 10,000-k 
capacity running at 3,000 r.p.m., would be equivalent to 4 
turbine of 90,000-kW capacity running at 1,500 r.p.m. was 


correct, it would appear from Mr. Carnegie’s remarks that the 
10,000-kW machine was the better one to use. He was m 
e- 


the author did not agree with the bv-passing of steam. 
cause it was undesirable to nass steam from one part of the 
turbine into another for which it was not designed. The" 
did not hear of anv great catastrophes occurring to reaction 
turbines as to imnnlse type machines of both large and sma 
capacities. The different manner in which various makers 
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advised that turbines should be started up was puzzling, and 
the question appeared to be: Were they '' progressing '" at 
too tast a rate? 

Mr. B. POCHOBRADSKY pointed out that turbine develop- 
ment had proceeded in two classes; one, as in the U.S.A., 
adopted a large number of stages of small diameter, and the 
other just the reverse. On the Continent the practice was to 
increase the diameter as far us possible and reduce the 
number of stages, a policy which resulted from long 
research and experiment, and good results had been 
obtained. He did not agree with the author that turbine 
development had reached a critical stage. Accidents could 
generally be classified; for instance, those due to no provision 
having been made for expansion. to interruption of the oil 
supply, to small clearances, &c., were not new, and every 
form of heat engine had been subject to them from the 
earliest days. On the other hand, disk failures were more 
modern " troubles, but they also could probably be avoided 
by more careful inspection of materials as they were passing 
through the shops. 

Mr. A. Juve was of the opinion that the leaving losses were 
nothing like so important as the author »ppeared to imagine. 
Long blades were also very undesirable, and those who used 
them must expect to get trouble; they could, in fact, well 
afford to countenance some extra loss if by so doing they 
could reduce the length of the blades. The author's multi- 
exhaust system was u perfectly ludicrous affair; he appeared 
to have entirely overlooked the fact that the leaving losses 
were not confined to the last stage of the turbine, but that 
the last stage but one also had leaving losses. 

Mr KAULA appreciated the author's ingenious double 
exhaust idea, but thought that such like things were only 
what might be termed a passing phase of development, and 
that sooner or later they would return to the sunple flow 
design. Meanwhile, the difficulty was to obtain some reliable 
disk material. Another problem was the nebulous subject of 
disk vibration in connection with which the speuker men- 
tioned a case of disk failure in which a new disk of carefully 
selected steel was made, but did not reducé the vibration at 
all. As it was a special case where they could not afford 
to have the machine out of commission for any length of 
time they had had to adopt the remedy of making the disk 
strong enough to withstand the vibration instead of eliminat- 
ing the cause of it. Later, however, when the case was more 
fully investigated, it was found that resonance had a con- 
siderable influence on the matter. Each pole change of the 
generator caused an impact on the shaft, however slight, 
which was transmitted along.the shaft to the turbine disk. 

Mr. A. B. FIELD pointed out that the machines tabulated 
in the author's first table illustrated American practice, whilst 
those in the second showed European practice which was due, 
he thought, to the different frequencies in use in the various 
coun tries. At the outbreak of the war manufacturers had 
anticipated being called upon to furnish sets of 50.000-kW capa- 
city and over, but that demand for large individual machines 
had now entirely disappeared in Europe, at least for the 
present. In the U.S.A. conditions differed on account of the 
periodicity of 60 cycles per second used there. The author’s 
statement that a 30,000-kW Ljungström turbine was in course 
of manufacture in America would have been equally true 
five years ago. | 


A PRACTICAL WAGE SUGGESTION. 


[Issued by authority of the National Alliance of Employers 
and Emploved.] 


Muca of the present industrial difficulty is due to the fear 
on the part of organised Labour—a fear carefully exploited 
by the unofficial extremists’ movement within trade unionism 
—that employers are endeavouring to make very drastic cuts 
in wages at once. 

Actually, specific instances of this are difficult to find. On 
the contrary, it can, with substantial accuracy, be stated that 
ulthough the opportunity exists at the moment for employers 
to take advantage of the industrfal situation, in the great 
majority of cases they are carefully refraining from doing so. 

It is perfectly true that those who control the industrial 
situation can reduce the social system to chaos, and there is 
little doubt that, if organised Labour endeavours to retain all 
that it has obtained during, and since, the war, in the teeth 
of a falling cost of living; or if the organised employers use 
the weapons of international competition and unemployment, 
in an endeavour to force the workers’ standard of life back. 
i to that of 1914, or even lower, social chaos will 
r t. 

The alternative i8 to meet not as opponents, but as partners, 
and agree to some general scheme whereby wages accompany 
the cost of living on the downward scale. 

The economists allege that wages are a substantial cause of 
rising prices, and must fall before the cost of living falls, but 
in view of the fact that the cost of living has fallen from 
179 per cent. to 141 per cent. without any marked drop in 
wages, the economist theory, though technically sound, is dis- 
proved by facts. The fall could be immediately reflected in 
lower wages, and the lower wages might then again be re- 
flected in a lower cost of living, and so on. 


One might illustrate by presuming that & crafteman's wage 
prior to the war was lid. per hour, but that it has aince risen 
to 2s. 3d. An agreement could be accepted on national lines 
that the 2s. 3d. should stand, down to the point of 150 per 
cent. in the cost of living. i . 

After that for every drop of six points in the cost of living, 
averaged over a period of three months, the craftsman's 
hourly rate should drop Ad. as follows:—- ` 


Cost of Living Wages. Cost of Living Wages. 
Figure. Figure. 
150 per cent 2/dd. 72 per cent. 1 / 81d 
144 per cent. ... 2/24d 66 per cent. 1/8d. 
138 per cent. 2/2d. 60 per cent. 1/7id 
130 per cent. 2/ IId 54 per cent. 1/7d. 
126 per cent.. 2/1d. 48 per cent. 1/63d 
190 per cent. 2/Odd. 42 per cent. 1/6d. 
114 per cent.. 2/0d. 36 per cent. 1/5%d 
108 per cent. l/llid 3U per cent. 1/5d. 
102 per cent. 1/11d. 24 per cent. 1/43d 
96 per cent. 1/104d 18 per cent. 1/4d. 
90 per cent. 1/10d. 12 per cent. 1/34d 
84 percent. ... 1/94d. 6 per cent. 1/8d. 
78 per cent.. 1/9d. Ü .. 1/21d 
These figures ure merely used to illustrate the method, and 


can be changed for the different types of workers. 

It is to be noted that at every point the cost of living would 
drop before wages fell, and would tall more than wages, and 
at each point the individual's real wages as expressed in 
purchasing power would be increased. When the cost of 
living reached the point at which it stood in 1914, his wages 
per hour would be ls. 24d. instead of lld.—that is to say, 
his standard of life would have risen nearly 15 per cent. 

The scheme is very far from being watertight. There is, 
for instance, the case of those trades in which the workmen 
received no rise in wages until the war had been on for two 
years, or even longer; it is not suggested that this scheme 
should be applied to them. 

Then there are a series of trades in which wages. although 
they rose, did not rise to an extent commensurate with the 
rise in the cost of living. There are difficulties, too, produced 
by workmen receiving incidental rises, such as the 124 per cent. 
which, apparently, had no relationship either to the cost of 
living or wage rates. 

There is no doubt that there are a great many industries 
where, in an exact way, this scheme could not be applied, 
but the principle embodied in, this scheme is one whicn, if 
carefully considered and amicably discussed by meetings of 
employers and trade unionists who have at heart the interests 
of the community rather than any narrow or personal mative. 
and if carried into practical effect, presents a method of 
negotiation in the face of present difficulties as an alternative 
to industrial strife. 


NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS, 


AND PLANT. 


Readers are invited to submit partioulars oy new or improved 
devices and apparatus, which will be publi if considered of 
sufficient interest, 


A New Wire Connector. | 

From Mr. W. Quax, 80, Ashley Lane, Moston, Manchester, 
we have received particulars of an ingenious little device for 
connecting two, three, or four wires of small electrical circuits. 
as shown in the accompanying ‘figures. ‘This consists of 
four parts: A brass tubular member with axial slots at 
one end: a soft brass cap; a brass cap with two threads, 
one for screwing into the tubular member and one to fit the 


us 
100 


Fro. I. -A NRW Connector. FIG. 2.—ARRANGEMENT IN Box. 

(SECTION.) : 
porcelain cover which forms the fourth part. When wiring, 
the ends of the wires are bared for about half an inch, anu 
are pushed through the tubular brass member and bent over 
into the slots. The soft brass cap is then placed over the 
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wires, and the screw is fitted into the tubular member and 

screwed in tightly, when the brass cover will conform to the 

shape of the wires and clamp them in position.: The porcelain 

cover is then placed over the whole fitting. This is a Dutch 

device, and is to be manufactured in England if the demand 

justifies this. i ' 
The Nilfisk ” Suction Cleaner. 


Messrs. GiLLEsPIE & Bals, Amberley House, Norfolk 
Street, Strand. W.C.2, have sent us particulars of the * Nil- 
tisk suction cleaner (fig. 3), which is manufactured in four 
sizes. This consists of a cylindrical dust chamber above which 
is mounted a vertical spindle commutator motor having a 
two-staga turbine fan of,special design mounted direct on the 
motor shaft.. The motor and turbine are encased in a strong 


Fic. 3.—Tng '" NILFISK” SUCTION CLEANER. 


copper and nickel-plated steel housing terminating in a sub- 
stantial base-plate. The motor is mounted on ball bearings. 
A filter is fitted which entirely cleans the air before it passes 
through the turbiné, and the dust is retained in a cloth 
receptacle which may be easily removed and emptied. The 
ordinary accessories comprise 10 metres of flexible cable with 
the necessary adapters, 3 metres of suction hose—rulber- 
covered flexible steel coil—and six nozzles of different types 
for a wide range of uses. 

The smallest type of Nilfisk cleaner weighs 17 lb. 7.7 
kg), and has a consumption of 175 watts; the largest size 
weighs 51 lb. (23 kg), and consumes 600 watts. 


Longitudinal Lighting Lanterns. 


A short time ago Mr. Haydn T. Harrison brought out a 
new system of street lighting by means of special lanterns 
which direct their beams in a horizontal direction as opposed 
to the usual mode of distribution. These lanterns are made 
in various types, one of which can he adapted to existing 


Fio. 4.—'' LONGITUDINAL '" STREET LANTERN. 
electric lighting globes shown in fig. 4, another which can 
be applied to the usual gas-light lantern, and a special '' Can- 
terbury " type. i i 
The design is such that the lower hemispherical luminous 


flux from the light source is not interfered with, so that it 
fulfils its function of illuminating the immediate vicinity d 
the lamp. The upper half of the flux, which is generally 
wasted, or only partially used, is collected by a specially 
designed reflector into a solid angle of the desired divergence. 
This light would normally shine directly below the lamp. 
but in this system it is directed up and down the street by 
two or more plane mirrors. The angle of these mirrors is 
adjusted so that the light begins to fall on the road or street 
at the point where the direct light fails to bring the illuinina- 
tion up to the required standard, and increases in power unti; 
it meets thé light from adjacent lamps; this ensures a more 
even illumination throughout and eliminates dark patches. 
The sole licensees for the manufacture of these lanterns are 
the GENERAL ELECTRIC Co., Magnet House, Kingsway. and the 
F.. Erni STREET LIGHTING APPARATUS Co., The Foundry, 
Canterbury, 


LEGAL. 


JAMES Pitkin & Co., LTD., v. ALADDIN: RENEW ELtcteic 
LAM CORPORATION, I. Tb. 

Mr. JUSTICE Satter, in the King's Bench Division, on April 
6th, commenced the hearing of this action. Lhe claim was 
for damages in respect of an alleged breach of contract to pay 
for 20 special winding machines used for the purpose u 
renewing filaments of electric lamps, aud failure to accept 
delivery of 46 other similar machines, the reinaiming portion 
ct the contract to make 100 such machines. 

The defence was a denial of the aneged vreach and an athnn- 
ution that the contract was that the machines were to be 
delivered at the rate of 20 per month or as defendants might 
require them. Defendants said that on February Bord wey 
wrote to plaintills to defer delivery until they sent definite 
Instructions as to destination. Defendants also put in a pé 
that the inachines were defective, and they counter-clamed 
for damages, and asked for an injunction restraining plantis 
from selling the machines to any lamp inanulacturers other 
than the defendants. 

Mr. DISTURNAL, K.C., for the plaintiffs, said they were 
well-known manufacturers of scientific and electrical inst- 
ments, and in 1919 they were approached by a company known 
as Seymour, Gordon & Co., to manufacture a number d 
machines for the purpose of winding the filaments of electric 
lamps. The company apparently had a scheme for the renew- 
ing of the filaments of lamps, and had an idea that plaintifs 
would manufacture the machines for the purpose. Seymour. 
Gordon & Co. were also connected with a company called the 
Renew Electric Lamp Co., and they were now represente 
by the present defendants. It was not necessary, said counse. 
that his Lordship should know the relationship between these 
three companies, because the contract that was ultimately 
entered into was disputed by the defendants. The action wae 
brought to recover the price of 20 of these machines at £53 10: 
per machine. and damages for refusal to take the balance of 
the machines arranged for under the contract. Thirty-four 
of the machines had been delivered and paid for, so that witb 
the 20 additional there had been a total delivery of 54. As 
to the remaining 46, defendants had refused to take them. 
and plaintiffs accordingly sued for non-acceptance. Plaintiffs. 
in the course of the development of the machines had made 
certain inventions for which they took out provisional pro 
tection, and there was a dispute between the parties as to who 
had a claim to the patent rights. That dispute was settled 
by agreement, and one of the defences set up by the defen- 
dants was that the agreement had been broken by the plam- 
tiffs. The plaintiffs said there was absolutely no foundati: 
for that, it was entirely a misconception. He submitted that 
the contract meant that defendants should take delivery e 
the machines at the rate of 20 per month, or as defendants 
might reasonably require them; they were not entitled to put 
off delivery for ever if they liked. As to the defence that the 
machines were defective, sounsel said that no suggestion o 
defects was made before the writ in the action was issued. 
They had, in fact, received and paid for 34 machines without 
any question. 

Mr. R. L. Lee, managing director of the plaintiff company 
gave evidence that the machines had been"made and coul 
have been delivered. 

On the continuation of the hearing, Mr. Lee. in cros 
examination by Mr. Wart, for the defence, said he obtain 
a provisional patent protection for everything included m 
the machine on December 10th, 1919. The nine months ga 
for completing the patent protection had lapsed, and the 
specifications had not been completed. His firm was to have 
the right of selling the machine for purposes apart from 
refilling electric lamps. He thought the machine had pos 
bilities for other purposes. His firm had introduced ne 
devices, and they were entitled to a patent on those devices. 

Mr. Warr: Then why did you let it lapse? hat 

WrrNESS : I came to the conclusion about June or July re 
it was not worth our. while to spend money in patenting t : 
The defendant company objected to the firm patenting it ^ 
three grounds: First, they wanted other people to make Es 
secondly. some of the shareholders in the Aladdin Co. * 
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able to make it themselves, and would object to plaintiffs 
making it; and thirdly, the people in France would insist upon 
having it made in France. He would not agree to that. He 
was keen on keeping the whole thing, but as a concession he 
gave the defendants the power of renewing. 

Witness was further cross-examined as to certain “ adver- 
tisements " which it was said had appeared in the ELECTRICAL 
Review in relation to the machine; he said he had never 
advertised, nor had he seen advertisements in relation to the 
machine—but it might have been commented upon by that 
Journal in its news columns. 

The case was continued on Friday, when evidence was given 
on behalf of the defendants relating principally to the terms 
of the contract and the construction of the machines and the 
alleged defects found in them. 

. Mr. CoMPSTON, K.C., counsel for the defence, argued that 
in order to maintain an action for non-acceptance there must 
be proof of an agreement to deliver after the contract date, 
und in this case there was no such proof. The plaintiffs were 
not, he said, ready to deliver, and there was no evidence that 
a tender had been made. No damages could, therefore, be 
claimed. As to tle patent question, he contended that there 
was no obligation to renew. 

His LoRDSsHI in the result reserved judgment until the 
report of experts had been received with regard to the 
machines and their alleged defects, for which purpose a period 
of fourteen days was allowed. 


SHEPPARD v. GLOSSOP CORPORATION. 


IN the Court of Appeal, before Lords Justices Bankes, Scrutton 
and Atkin on April 7th, the hearing was concluded of the case 
of Sheppard v. the Corporation of Glossop upon the appeal of 
the Corporation from the judgment of Mr. Justice Greer 
awarding the plaintiff, W. H. J. Sheppard, a carter, of 
Glossop, £279 10s, damages for personal injuries sustained by 
him owing to the alleged negligence or breach of duty of the 
defendants as the lighting authority for the district. 

The facts were these: The plaintiff on the night of Christ- 
mas Day, 1918, after visiting a friend, was returning home at 
11.30 p.m., intending to go there by Dun Lane and Mary 
Road. Dun Lane was a highway repairable by the defen- 
dants, as surveyors of highways. Mary Road was a public 
footway belonging to Lord Howard of Glossop, but had not 
been taken over by them as highway authority. For a con- 
siderable time there had been a lamp in Quarry Road placed 
above a retaining wall on Lord Howard's land. This place 
was dangerous to foot passengers on a dark night if the lamp 
was not lighted. The plaintiff, walking along Quarry Road, 
owing to the darkness, missed his way and got in front of the 
lamp and fell from the top of the retaining wall, fracturing 
his skull and receiving other injuries. The light in the lamp 
had been extinguished at.9.30 in. pursuance of instructions of 
the defendants, who by a resolution previously passed by the 
Fighting Committee, had determined for reasons of economy 
that the lights in the borough should be extinguished at 9 p.m. 
Plaintiff accordingly brought the present action, with the 
result before stated. 

Lord Justice BANKES, in giving judgment allowing the 
appeal, said the case raised a question of importance to local 
authorities outside the Metropolitan district. Plaintiff's case 
was that the defendants were liable to him in damages for the 
injuries he received owing to their failure to keep a lamp alight 
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at a dangerous spot within their area. There was no doubt, 
said his Lordship, that the spot was a dangerous place, but 
so far as the evidence went not a dangerous place made 
dangerous by the Corporation. lt was dangerous since it 
came into existence when it was curved out of the adjoining 


‘ground. Mr. Justice Greer had found that if the lamp had 


been alight the aecident would not have happened. ‘Lhe first 
thing to consider was what was the statutory duty of the 
Corporation with regard to the lamp. The defendants 
statutory authority for lighting the district was to be found in 
Section 161 of the Public Health Act, 1575. The true effect 
of that section was that it gave the defendants authority to 
light their district, but it created no obligation to light it, and 
gave the authority a discretion whether they would light only 
sorne portions of the district and as to when the lamps were 
to be kept lighted in any portion of the district which they 
elected to light. There was a great distinction to be found 
between the powers given to local authorities under that 
section and the powers given under Section 130 of the Metro- 
polis Management Act, 1855. -He had come to the conclusion 
that there was no authority to support the proposition that 
Section 161 of the Public Health Act created any obligation 
upon the lighting authority to light any portion of the district. 
The only cases where the local-authority had been found guilty 
of a breach of duty was where the authority had themselves 
created the danger or put the obstruction in the highway. 
That was not sv in the present case. It was not possible to 
establish that the defendants were under any duty: to the 
plaintiff to keep the lamp alight, and in those circumstances 
the appeal must be allowed and judgment entered for the 
defendants, with costs. : 2s 

The other members of the Court delivered concurring judg- 
ment. 2 p 


UNLICENSED WiREMAN CHARGED AT MELBOURNE. 


THE first prosecution under the rules for the licensing of 
wiremen, as provided in the Electricity Commissioners Act, 
1918, was held at the City Court, Melbourne, on February 
17th, when F. P. Sawyer, senior clerk of the State Electricity 
Conunission, charged G. E. Jobson, trading as Cooke and 
Jobson, electrical contractors, Ormond Road, Elwood, with 
having undertaken electric wiring in premises without having 
a licence to do &o. | 

T. F. WHITELAW, inspector, Melbourne City Council electric 
supply department, gave evidence that he had inspected the 
work. He found a number of badly made joints, which were 
not covered, and were a source of danger. 

In answer to the presiding magistrate, witness said that 
faulty work was a cause of fire. He was of opinion that 
defendant was not capable of carrying out the work. 

For the defence it was stated that defendant was a minor, 
but had had a fair amount of experience. Ile was not a 
licensed man, but did not carry out any work unless accom- 
panied by his partner, S. A. Baldwin, who held a permit as a 
vocational trainee under the Repatriation Department. 

The presiding magistrate said that the evidence of the in- 
spector showed that defendant was not only working without 
a licence, but that he was not capable of doing the work. 
These rules had been made for the protection of the public, 
but as this was the first case the bench would only impose a 
small penalty. EE 

Defendant was.fined £2, with costs.—The Age (Melbourne). 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings. —CHaRLes THOMAS STANTON, 
trading as The South rn Electric Engineering Co., 25, Beckenham 
Road. Penge, and 5, Lau-el Grove, Penge, Kent, electrical engineer. 
he first meeting of creditors was held last week, at the offices of 
the Official Receiver. 132, York Road. Westminster Bridge Road, 
S. E, under the presidency of Mr. Thomas Gourlay. Acoording to 
the statement of affairs, the liabilities amounted to £1,166, of 
which £1,116 was expected to rank. The net assets are £123, or a 
deficiency of £993. It appeared that the deb'or was for 17 years 
in the engineering branch of the Post Office Telephone Service, 
and started business for himself as an electrical engineer, in 
partnership. in March, 1919. He commenced without capital, and 
hia put ner brought in about £10 and £40 was borrowed, and is 
still owing. The partne ship was dissolved last July, and was duly 
gaz tted, The debtor then continued the basiness, and last 
November an agreement was entered into for another man to enter 
the concern and to find £30) fora half share. The sum of £200 
was actually brought in, but the person finding the money was 
dissati-fi-d and withdrew, He was given arec ipt for £200, which 
the debtor undertook to reoav by quarterly ins'alments of £30 
each. Recently the dehtor was continnous'y pres« d by creditors, 
two execntiona were leviel by the Bailiff of the Croydon County 
Court, and he filed his own petition. He attributed his present 
position to want of capital, depression in trade, high cost of 
labour and mate-ial and pressura by oreditors." The Official 
Receiver said the best courae would he for someone to buy the 
business if they had any faith in it. There was no reserve of assets 
to allow a trustee to run the business, . He was afraid the assets 


would not produce much more than 2 100 after providing for the 
preferential claims. No resolutions were passed, and the matter 
remains in the hands of the Official Receiver. The following are 
creditors :— j 


Pancho Cigar Co. .. aa .. 4324 Frans s e d .. £80 
Alum, S. J... s a .. 200 Taylor, DP). ix A . 238 
Simplex, Ltd bá . 89 Express Electrical Co. .. . 20 
Ankers, T. .. E ii .. 60 Corris .. M px n . 95 
Williams, W. R.. jd ... 89 London Electrical Co. .. W 
Taylor, C. W. T aa .. 80 Metropolitan-Vicke: s Co, . 25 
Cooking, 8. T M .. 8 Morrie, E. .. " - .. 18 
Cocking, N. .. .... 80 «Beckenham Electric Supply Co. 16 


R. C. Joxxs (Electro-Magnetic Engineering Co.). of 10, Caledonia 
Street, King's Cross, N., and 59, Longridge Road, Ear)’ Court.— 
Receiving order made March 30tb, on oreditor’s petition. First 
meeting was held on April 13th ; pubiic examination, June 8rd, at 
Carey Street. en 

J. C. Taomson, electrician, lately electrical engineer and con- 
tractor, Mansfie'd. Not ts.— First and final dividend of 11s. in the &, 
payable April 20th at the Official Receiver's offices, 4, Castle Place, 
Nottingham. 

W. H. Woop, electrical engineer, Birmingham.—Trustee (Mr. 
J. W. Blackham, 147, Corporation Street, Birmingham), released 
March 18th. 

A. S. PALMER journeyman electrician. Margate. —Trustee (J. O. 
Osborne. 684, Cas le Street, Canterbury), released April 4th. 

J. Jacare (J. Jagger & Co.). electrical engineer and contractor, 
Halifax.— T. ustee (Mr. A. Gray, 9, Fountain Street, Halifax), 
rel:ased March 18th, i 
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ALBERT Epwakp DiCKINSON, trading as Orown Electrical Oo., 
157, Hunslet Road, Leeds, electrical engineer and contractor.—The 
following are creditors :— 


Casperson, George .. -" . £15 Jennings, Vm. T a 
Calmont King & Co., Ltd. 61 Milne & Son, Ltd. ii .. 6 
Drake & Gorham, Ltd. ii Manchester Lighting Co. .. .. 14 
English Electrio and Siemens Smith, Burkby & Co. is . . 17 
Supplies, Ltd. v ks Williamson, Jos. ia . 61 


Forman & Sons v 2 2 15 


W. DRYSDALE electrician, Barrow-in-Furness.— First dividend of 
9s. in the £, payable April 23rd, at 4, Rameden Square, Barrow- 
in. Furness. 


Dissolution of Partnership.— THE ParwovER POWER 
Co., electrical and mechanical engineers, 364, Humberstone Road, 
Leicester.—Mr. G. E. Purdy aud W. H. French have dissolved 
pertnership. Mr. W. H. French will attend to debts. 


Company Liqnidations.— ORIZ ABA Tramways SYNDI- 
CATE, LTD.—Winding up voluntarily. Liquidator, Mr. A. F. 
Dickin, Sardinia House, Sardinia Street, Kingsway, W.C. 
 ANGrO-FoREIGN TRAMWAY SYNDICATE, LT0.—Winding up 
voluntarily. Liquidator, Mr. A. F. Dickin, Sardinia House, 
Sardinia Street, Kingeway, W.C. 

ELECTRIC SUPPLY COMPANY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA, LTD.—A 
meeting is called for May 9th, at 225, Royal Liver Buildings, 
Liverpool, to hear an acoount of the winding up from the liquidator, 
Mr. G. Saies. 

GENERAL INSTRUMENT AND ENGINEERING Co., LrD.—Wind- 
ing up voluntarily. Liquidator, Mr. W. J. Maxwell, 56, Moorgate 
Street, E. O. Meeting of oreditors is called for April 21st. 

SEMAPHORE ENGINEERING CO., LTD.—Winding up voluntarily. 
Liquidator, Mr. H. W. Maclaren. Meeting of creditors heid 
April 14th. l 

NoRTH BRITISH ELecrric WELDING Co., Lro.—Meeting called 
for May 19th, at 30, George Square, Glasgow, to hear an account of 
the winding up from the liquidator, Mr. W. Gilchrist. 


Trade Aunouncements, — The Greengate and Irwell 
Rubber Co, Ltd., Greengate Worke, Manchester, have appointed 
Messrs. WAKEFIELD, WILLIAMS & Co., Richmond Road, Bradford, 
to be their agents for Yorkshire. 

Mr. J. B. RUDEIN, of 2124, Shaftesbury Avenue, London, W.C., 
has been appointed representative in Great Britain for Sprecher 
and Schuh Co., electrical apparatus manufacturers, of Aarau, 
Switzerland, for the sale of their apparata’, 

Messrs. Ferguson, Pailin, Ltd., have appointed MR. W. WALL- 
WORK, of Station House, West Boldon, Durham, as their repre- 
sentative in the North-East Coast d ist riot. 

Messrs. Hogan & Wardrop have appointed Mr. ALEXANDER 
MORRISON, of 12, Waterloo Street, Glasgow, as agent for Scotland, 
and the CASTLE ENGINEERING Co., LTD., Church Street, Eccles, to 
represent them in Lancashire. 

The Delta Electrical Co., of Temple Courts, Temple Row, Birming- 
ham, has changed its name to THE Y SWITCHGEAR Co. The 
change has been made by mutual arrangement with another 
company of similar name, in order to avoid confusion, but there 
will be no change whatever in the constitution and conduct of the 
business, | 

The telephone number of the Twiss ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION, 
LTD., has been altered to Victoria 7625." 

New showroom premises at 11, Earl Street, Maidstone, have been 
opened by Ma. WM. CoGGARB, electrical engineer. 
^. Messrs. NETTLEFOLD & Sons, LTD., of High Holborn, inform us 
that Mr. D. M. Edwards, who has been appointed representative to 
Messrs. Baxter & Caunter, Ltd., was formerly their representative 
for electrical conduit tubes and fittings, and not manager, as stated 
in these “ Notes " laat week. 


Catalogues and Lists.—Mkssms. Drake & GORHAM 
WHOLESALE, LTD., 67, Long Acre. W. O. 2.—Leaflat No. 309, an 
illustrated price-list giving details of a new 30 volt bowl fire. 

MESSRR. Corus & GREEN, 22, Clapham Road, S W. 9.—T wo 
illustrated leafists desoribing the Aqua” electric water heater. 

ENGINE“RING AND COLLIERY APPLIANCES, LTD, Sheffield.— 
Two illustrated and priced leafleta describing petent tachometers 
and patent hand tachometers and cut meters. 

„ THE PHorECTOR Co. LrTo.. Central Hall, Southall.— An 
illustrated pamphlet describing aabestos-woven resistance nets and 
grids and their application. 

METROPOLITAN-VICKERS ELECTRICAL Co., LTD., 20, Brazennose 
Street, Manchester. — Leaflets Nos. 64 L/i—1l and 64 L/t—3, 
describing and illustrating type F' high-pressure contaotors for 
controlling live circuits; Leaflets No. 61/12—1 and 61/12—3, 
dealing with automatic contactor-type star-delta starters for three- 
phase non-reversing squirrel-cage motors. 

MAGIC APPLIANCES, LTD., 161-159, Westminster Bridge Road, 
S. E. 1.— An illustrated price-list of the Magic " suction cleaner, 
the pioneer British self-contained suction cleaner, which has been 
entirely re-designed. 

THe Y-SwircHGEAR Co, Temple Courts, Temple Road. 
Birmingham. — Publication No. 
giving prices and descriptions of watertight tumbler switches in 
various atyles. 


Polish Commercial Activities,— Reuter's Agency learns 
from a Polish source that tne Ministry of Trade and Commerce in 
Warsaw jointly with the Ministry for Foreign Affairs is pushing 
fo ward preparations for the conclusion of Commercial Treaties 
with Great Britain and Italy. 

A Rumanian Trade Delegation is also expected to arrive in 
Warsaw shortly.— Reuter. 


100 B, an illustrated leaflet - 


Correctlon.—An error occurred in the advertisement of 
the Z Electric Lamp and Supplies Co.. Ltd, appearing in ow 
issue of April 8th. For £17 10s., read £15, asin the advertisement 
of April lat, 


Book Notices.— Mr. W. H. Warren, Wh.Sch., has revised 


his Engineering Construction —in Steel and Timber "—the third 
edition of which is now ready, price 30s. net, and will in future be 
known as Part I of his work. He has also written a new volume 
to be called Engineering Construction Part II—in Masonry and 
Concrete," which will be ready shortly, price 36s. net. Both 
volumes are published by Messrs. Long mans, Green & Co. 

“Education for Industry." (42 pp. illustrated.) Manchester: Me. 
ropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd.—This is a very full descrip- 
tion of the app:enticeship schemes which are in operation at the 
oompany's Trafford Park works, and the more advanced schemes for 
aiding post-graduate research students. Details are slso given of the 
works training provided for students during their long tummer 
vacation, special courses for women, and particulars of reiearch 
scholarships, &c. 

* Transactions of the South African Institution of Electrical Engi- 
neers.” Vol. XII. Part 2. February, 1921. Price 2&—In this 
issue are recorded the new President's inaugural address, and 
discussions on papers Notes on Commutators,’ and "Notes on 
Small Suction Gas Plants,” &o. 

The Journal of the South African Institution of Engineers.” 
Vol. XIX, No. 8. March, 1921.— The papers printed in this issue 
are: A Contribution to the Study of the Influence of Mine Atmos- 
pheric Conditions on Fatigue," by A. J. Orenstein, C.M.G., MD, 
and H. J. Ireland, M.B.E., and Scheme for Working the City 
Deep Mine at a Depth of 7,000 ft.," by E. H. Clifford. 

“ Relativity and the Electron Theory." By E. Cunningham 
M.A. (148 pp) London: Longmans, Green & Co. Price 104. 6d, 


net. 


Technology,“ the Journal of the Manchester Municipal College 
of Technology, Vol. X. (170 pp. and figs.) Manchester: The 
College.—Included among the papers presented in this volume of 
the Journal ia Dynamo-Electric Machinery, 1878-1916," by Prof. 
Miles Walker, M. A., M. I. E. E. This is a review of a branch of 


engineering which has undergone vast development, and ins 


relatively small space Prof. Miles Walker has contrivel to cell 
with his subject in a very comprehensive manner. Other paps 
are "Part-time Secondary Education," by the Principal; "ut. 
Iron: the Strength and Properties of Castings,” by Mr. EL 
Rhead ; The Distribution of Frictional Losses in Internal Con- 
bustion Engines," by Mr. E. P. Taylor, aud Trisecting an Angle, 
by Prof. W. W. Haldane Gee, B.Sc., and Mr. Arthur Adamson. 

„Electrical Engineering." By T. F. Wall, D. So., &o. (pp. 491, 
figs. 463). London: Methuen & Co., Ltd. Price 21s. net. 


laquiry.—The name and address of the manufacture 
of the A. B C." electric washing machine are require l. 


Australian Association of British Manufacturers and 
their Representatives. —After four years of strenuous work s 
chairman of the Australian Association of British Manufacturers 
and their Representatives, Mr. Walter A. Purdom, has Dow 
relinquished office through pressure of other work. Great strides 
have b-en made in the activities of the Association in the period of 
his chairmanship, although there remains ample scope for a con- 
tinuation Of his record of achievements in the coming years. The 
chief aim of the Association —the expansion of British trade witb 
the Commonwealth —is being pursued indefatigably from year to 
year, but as Mr. Purdom recently pointed out in his speech on bis 
retirement from office. the exports of the United Kingdom to 
Australia are still far short of what they should be. While the 
Association fully recognises that Australian industries deserve 
whole-hearted support, there are still large quantities of goods 
from non-British countries coming into the Commonwealth, and it 
is for securing a greater share for British goods that the Assccia- 
tion's efforts are directed. The Association has an office in London 
at 32, Victoria Street, S.W. 1, and United Kingdom mauufactorers 
and merobants interested in Australian trade should maintain 
touch with i; f.r purposes of gu dance and information. Copies 
of the Association's ‘‘ All-Red D.rectory " can also be obtained from 
the London office. This contains a complete list of members— 
manufacturers and agents together with the goods they manu 
facture or handle.— The Board of Trade Journal. 


Fuse Wire Table.—Messrs. P. NUTTER & Soy, 41, 
Side Newoastle-on-Tyne, have just issued a table giving the fusing 
currents of tiu and copper wires ranging from 8 to 47 8.W.G. 


A Liverpool Electrical Exhibition.—M &ssRs. James 
Scort, of the Knowsley Electricity Works. Bootle, are holding an 
interesting exhibition of electrical appliances in tbe Liverpool 
Exchange News Rooms this week. An interesting feature of the 
exhibition is Messrs. Scott's patent fire alarm. which is caloulated 
to be of excellent service in giving prompt notification of an out- 
break of fire in b'g buildings, such as hotels, &o.. and in ships. An 
indicator is placed in a certain position in a ship or buildirg, to 
which every bell is connected with its corresponding number shown 
on the indicator, so that when a fire occurs, its position is made 
apparent immediately. 


Copper and Lead Prices.— Messes. F. Surry & Co. 
report, April 12th :—Copper (electrolytic), bara, sheets, and wire 
rods and h.c. wire, no change. 

Messes. JAMES & SHAKESPEARE report, April 12th :—Üopper 
bars (best selected), sheet and rod, no change. English pig lead, 
422 5a., an increase of 15s. on last week's quotation. 
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For Sale.—York Corporation Electricity and Tramways 
Committee has for disposal two Willans-Diok, Kerr 500-kW. d. o. 
generating sets, with Allen surface condenser, pumps, control 
switchboard, &o. 

Burnley Corporation Electricity Department invites offers for one 
250-K W triple-expansion Belliss-Dick, Kerr generating set, with 
condensing plant, also one Lancashire boiler, with superheater and 
Bennis stoker. 

_Ashton-under-Lyne Corporation Electricity Department has for 
disposal generating plant, including one 75-kW and one 800-kW 
motor-generator, one 400-kW turbo-alternator, and one Lancashire 
boiler, &c. By direction of the disposal board, Messrs. Fuller, 
Horsey, Sons & Cassell will sell by auction, on April 28th, at the 
Thames Iron Works depot, Greenwich, surplus electrical plant, &0. 

For particulars, see our advertisement pages to-day. 


Toronto Exhibition.—H.M. Trade Commissioner at 
Toronto has drawn attention to the Canadian National Exhibition 
—an annual event there—which. is this year to be open from 
August 27th until September 10th. The Commissioner recommends 
the Exhibition as presenting a very good opportunity for United 
Kingdom firms to secure wide publicity for their products in 
Canada, It combines the features of a trade fair and a pleasure 
ground. Many of the more important Canadian and American 
firms are exhibitors, but the display by United Kingdom firms has 
hitherto been inconsiderable. At the 1920 Exhibition the number 
of United Kingdom firms represented was less than 30. Last year 
the attendance exceeded one million. As in former years, a 
Bureau of Information in connection with the Trade Commissioner 
Service in Canada will be maintained, and Mr. F. W. Field, H.M. 
Trade Commissioner at Toronto will be glad to receive any trade 
literature or catalogues for distribution, free of charge, from the 
Bureau in question, Small exhibits, typical of United Kingdom 
industries, and small attractive posters, will also be welcome. 
The catalogues, &o., should be sent direct to His Majesty's Trade 
Commissioner, 257-260, Confederation Life Buildings, East Queen 
Street, Toronto, not later than July 15th. Firms interested can 
obtain some further information from the Department of Overseas 
Trade in London, and applications for space should be sent at the 
earliest possible moment to the Secretary, Canadian National 
Exhibition, 88, King Street East, Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 


German Electric Companies in Sweden, — With 
reference to the paragraph appearing under this heading in our 
issue of March lith, we have received a communication from 
Osram G.m.b.H. F of Berlin. It appears 
that the new company formed in Stockholm was founded by the 
Swedish Siemens-Schuckertwerke and the Stockholm A.E.G., and 
that it does not concern itself with the manufacture of glow lamps. 
The company is stated to be engaged exclusively in the sale of the 
manufactures of the Osram Co., of Berlin, referred to above, and it 
bears the name Osram A.B." 


Foreign Trade.—MancH FiGURES.— The following are 
the values of imports and exports of electrical goods and 
machinery in March :— 


March. 3 months, 1921. 
1921. Inc. or dec. Inc. or dec. 
IMPORTS. 2 R a 
Electrical goods, &oũ. 225,409 + 146,581 + 203,328 
Machinery ... % 1,295,619 -- 96,110 ＋ 3,882,506 
Electrical machinery 11,853 + 14,871 — 8,887 
EXPORTS. 
Electrical goods, ko. 1,155,718 + 203,328 +1,302,386 
Machinery ... „ 1,299,698 + 3,882,506 + 11,864,097 
Electrical machinery 417,153 + 266,762 + 797,768 
RE-EXPORTS. 
Electrical goods, &c. 80,324 + 24,056 + 66,118 
Machinery TI) eco 88,693 S 47,124 S 4,886 
Rlectrical machinery 2,144 — 1,702 + 6,243 


Women’s Wages Conference.— Unions represented at 
the conference at York, on April 8th, with the engineering em- 
ployers on the subject of women's wages in the industry, declined 
to accept the new rates proposed by the employers, and adjourned 
to report on the position to their executives and members. The 

rates provide for a basio rate, to which would be added 
an amount fixed for the cost of living and subject to quarterly 
fluctuations, according to the cost-of-living figures. They would 
give figures of 32s. per week for women of 18, with increases up to 
the age of 21 rising to 36s. Overtime and piecework would be cal- 
culated on the basic rate. Daily Dispatch. 


Cable Manufacturing in Holland.—The report for 1920 
of the N.V. Nederlandsche Kabelfabriek, of The Hague, states that 
no difficulties were experienced in obtaining raw materials, and 
that after the reduction in the prices of the latter, the wages now 
formed a much higher percentage of the value of the finished 
product than formerly. The new machine shop was approaching 
completion ; one of the lead presses had already been delivered and 

and the second was ready, and was being dispatched by 
the makers. The rolling mill which was started in the summer 
had already contributed towards the possibility of completing 
orders within the stipulated period. As a proof of the confidence 
manifested in the company's manufactures, the report mentions 
the receipt from the Amsterdam Municipal Electricity Works of an 
order for 10 cables for 10,000 volte, of a total weight of 186 
tons, which was finished, and the cables were laid in the Ij in 
August, 1920, so as to connect the Northern generating station with 
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the Southern central station. The accounts show groes profits of 
1,577,000 florins, of which 596,000 florins has been written off for 
depreciation of machinery, buildings, &o., and 30,000 florins 
allotted to the reserve fund for provident purposes. The balance 
then remaining, together with the amount brought forward, 
permits of the payment of a dividend at the rate of 23 per cent., 
as compared with 84 per cent. in 1919 on share capital of 
1.250,000 florins. The share capital was increased to 2,500,000 
florins, by means of a new issue made in July, 1920. l 


Careless Packing. — A correspondent writes :— A 
leading trade association is considering the advisability of asking 
similar bodies to co-operate in & movement to secure the more 
efficient packing of goods of every description. The need is 
suggested by a statement made to the association by a carrying 
company that from December, 1919, to November, 1920, they 
received over one million claims for loss and damage. It is pointed 
out that in starting consignments aright it is important to deter- 
mine. as regards many articles, what type of box to use and how it 
should be constructed. Dispatch clerks and shipping clerks should 
be inatructed to see that all boxes are properly closed. Poorly 
assembled or improperly closed receptacles do not give their maxi- 
mum service. A slight fall or jolt will break them open and expose 
the contents to damage and theft. Much damage also results from 
failure to prevent goods from moving about in the package. 
Movement means injury and breakage. Many firms have founi it 
an advantage to have boxes made to proper size, and invite the box 
manufacturer to study the nature of the article and how it is dis- 
posed for shipment. The contents should, whenever necessary, be 
protected by bracing or by using "fillers" for open spaces. To 
reduce the pilferage evil, it has been suggested to the Manchester 
Association of Importers and Exporters that goods, such as textiles, 
hosiery, boots, &o., might be packed in wire netting and then made 
up into cases and bales as usual. The Council of the Association, 
however. considers that this plan would mean the payment of extra 
duty, as in some countries duties are charged on the gross weight, 
that there would be a possibility of valuable goods being torn by 
the wire netting or spoiled by rust, and that on the whole the 
suggestion is impracticable. Another plan recommended to the 
Association is to have bales cross-hooped with & view to checking 
the extraction of articles that do not go the entire length of the 
bale, This scheme is to be given a trial, and bales so hooped are 
to be watched, especially at East African porta, where numerous 
thefts occur." 


Response to Emergency Call.—Nearly 400 men 
registered as electric train drivers in the Middle Classes Union 
attended an instructional class in London on April 8th. They 
attended in response to a call sent out a short time before. ''Quite 
4,000 of our members are registered as electric motor drivers,” said 
an official of the Union. „Mr. Shortt, the Home Secretary, asked 
if we could supply any electric power station workers, and the 
authorities were very surprised when we found within a very short 
time 14 fully qualified power station controllers. We have every 
kind of engineer ready and waiting to take on voluntary duties." — 
Daily Mail. 


Rasso-German Trade Treaty. — The Morning Post of 
April 7th stated that it was reported that the signature of & 
Russo-German Consular treaty, corresponding to the commercial 
agreement between Great Britain and Russia, was imminent, the 
draft being under the consideration of the Soviet Government. 

Germany recognises no loss or diminution of the rights of 
German citizens having industrial or other investments in Russia. 
Under the treaty German capitalists and others having property 
rights in Russia will be enabled to return to Russia or send their 
agenta thither to take over their properties and where there are 
industrial establishments to restore normal working arrangements, 
and generally the treaty provides for the renewal of commercial 
relations between the two countries. 


Burning Waste Fuel Dumps.—In view of the grave 
prospects of a prolonged strike on the part of the miners, and the 
possibility of difficulties of transport, the question of adopting 
means for burning substitutes for coal has again assumed 
importance. On the last occasion of a shortage of ooal, large 
quantities of combustible refuse were auccessfully utilised by elec- 
tricity works managers in place of coal, and doubtless there are 
many dumps of such material in industrial districts which are still 
available for use if necessary. 

As explained in our description of the Wolverhampton elec- 
tricity works (July 30th, 1920), during the war Mr. 8. T. Allen, 
borough electrical engineer, succeeded in burning anything that 
was combustible by means of a combination of Underfeed stokers 
with forced and induced draught, and a special “ Dutch-oven ” 
furnace, without producing smoke. The “Turbine” furnace 
which we described in our issue of November 6th, 1920, has also 
been shown to be capable of burning waste fuel and rubbish which 
cannot be dealt with on the ordinary grate, and it can be fitted to 
existing boilers in a few hours. 


Amalgamation of French Steel Companies.— The Paris 
edition of the New York Herald reporta that three of the largest 
steel concerns in France are combining to form & new holding 
company. The Société Anonyme des Forges et Acióries du Nord 
et de l'Est is to increase its capital from 46,000,000 to 86,000,000 fr., 
and will absorb the Société des Forges et Aciéries du Nord et de 
Lorraine and the Usines Metallurgiques de la Baste-Loire. The 
new combine will control an ore domain capable of producing 
4,000,000 tous, six French coal companies and important coal 
deposita in England.— Heuter's Trade Service (Paris). 
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New French Companies.—The Sociéte d'Electricité de 
la Région de Dunkerque ia the name of a company formed, with 
5,000 000 fr. capital, to carry out all kinds of operations relating 
to electricity, air, water, gas—their production, transformation, 
and installation. The offices are at 10, Rue Mogador, Paris, 

Under the style of Société des Grandes Réseaux Electriques has 
been formed at Paris (8, Rue Lammenais) a company for the 
planning, construction, and installation of electric networks, and 
their accessories for the transmission, transformation, and distribu- 
ace of. electrical energy. Its capital is 1,000,000 fr. in 500-fr. 
Shares. T 


"^" Union to “Register” Contractors.—At a meeting of 
the Swansea Corporation Electricity Committee a letter was read 
from the local branch of the Electrical Trades Union stating that 
the time was now opportune for establishing a definite list of 
bond fide contractors, the reason being that serious complaints 
had been received of faulty installations by local employers and 
unskilled workmen, with the result that occupiers ran the riek of 
fires breaking out on their premises. The Union was, therefore, 
determined to set up a liat of contractors, which would be duly 
advertised as and from July lst next. Councillor Colwill pointed 
out that the Corporation already obeerved the Fair Waves Ciause 
in all its contracts, and it could do no more. The Committee 
decided to take no action with regard to the Union’s letter. 


Board of Trade Committees.—The Board of Trade 


Jvurnal gives a list of the Board of Trade Committees which are 
at present in being. The following are included :— 


Committee. Secretary. Headquarters. 
Electrical Communi- R. H. Haylett. Great George Street, 
cation with Light- S. W. 1. 
houses Committee. 
Miners’ Lamps Com- E. d. Fudge. 46, Victoria Street, 
mittee. S. W. 


46, Victoria Street, 
S. W. 1. 


Spontaneous Com- 
bustion of Coal in 
Mines Committee. 

Water Power Re- T. Turner. Great George Street, 
sources Committee. S. W. 1. 

Water Power Re- Prof. H. H Jeffcott. Royal College of 
sources of Ireland Science, Dublin, 
Sub-Committee, Ireland. 


Reduction in South African Railway Rates.— The South 
African Railway and Harbour Administration announces that, 
as from Wednesday, Aprii 6th, a reduction of 6s. 6d. per 2,020 lb. 
has been made on railway rates for bunker coal to Uaion Po ts 
and Delagoa Bay. The reduction applies to all coal pla ed in the 
bunkers on or after April 6th. No alteration will be made in the 


J. A. Kilpatrick. 


existing net railway rates for export cargo coal and industrial coal. 


The foregoing gives a total reduc: ion of 158. 5d. per 2,000 1b. on the 
railway rates in force prior to February 7th, 1921. 


German Price Rednctlons.— The Price Bureau of the 
Central Union of the German Electro-Technical Industry has made 
& further reduction in quotations, those for machines and trans- 
formers having been brought down on an average about 16 per 
cent. The selling prices of other products have also been alightly 
reduced. Prices for smaller and medium machines are now near] y 
50 per cent. under those prevailing when the market was at its 
height.— Aeuter's Trade Service (Berlin). 


Italian Bili to Abolish Monopolles.— The Tribune under- 
stands that the Cabinet has approved a decree abolishing the 
monopolies in coffee and electrio lamps, and suppressing the 
Bureau of Trade Monopolies, The revenue lost a3 a reault of the 
changes will be replaced by Customs or excise duties, It is hoped 
that the revenue thus accruing to the State will surpass that at 
oue received from the trade monopolies.— Heuter's Trade Service 

ome). 


English Electric Factories for Canada.— It is reported 
that factories will be built in this city by the English Electric Co. 
which will compete on a large scale with the United S ates 
concerns, on whose Canadian branches Canada has so far relied for 
her supply of electrical machinery an1 equipment. Zeuter's Trade 
Service (Toronto). 

According ‘to the Canadian Electrical News, Mr. Gordon F. 
Perry, the President of the National Iron Corporation, Ltd., is 
chairman of the Canadian Board of the English Electric. Mr. 
Perry has been in England recently arranging the details. and 
manufacturing in Canada is expected to start at an early date. 


—_—_—_—_— 
LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES 


Aberdeen,—EveEctric LiGHTING SCHEME ABANDONED. 
—The proposal to use electricity instead of gas for lighting King 
Street has been dropped owing to the excessive ccst, which was 
satel to be £756 

ExTENSION3,—It is not now expected that a public inquiry will 
be required in connection with the Aberdeen Corporation Provi- 
sional Order, 1921, dealing with the proposed extension of the 
electricity works and the construction of a railway to connect the 
Caledonian goods yard with the electricity works, as there has 
been a withdrawal of the petitions objecting to the Order. 


Ashford ` (Kent). — Prorosrep Exxcrric  LiGHTING 
ScHEME.—At a meeting of the Urban District Council on April 7th, 
the Lighting Committee reported that as a result of the recent 
canvass to ascertain the probable number of consumers of elec 
tricity, only 83 residents had agreed to take electricity uncon - 
ditionally. No further action was taken in the matter. 


Barrow, — PROPOSEkD New Power HOUSE. — At the 
monthly meeting of the Town Council, on April 4th, the Electricity 
Committee reported that it had authorised the appointment of a 
small deputation to meet Mesara. Vickers, Ltd., with regard to 
obtaining a proposed new power house. 


Blackburn.— SoB-STATION StTE.— The Parks Committee 
has decided not to allocate any portion of Brownhill Park for the 
purpose of the erection of an electricity sub-station. 

. APPLICATIONS FOR SUPPLY.—The Electricity Committee has 
received applications to extend the supply of eleotricity from the 


new station to Oswaldtwistle, Clitheroe rural district, Ramagreave, 


Accrington, and Samlesbury. The Committee is already committed 
to supply Great Harwood, Rishton, anl Darwen, and the new 
applications have been deferred. i 


Bradford.—PRoJsacTED ` ExPENDITURE.— The proposed 
expenditure of the Electricity Committee includes mains, stores, 
and offices and transformer test-zoom at Canal Road, £8,600 ; motor 
lorry shed, mess-room, blacksmith's shop, new offices and lavatories 
at Valley Road works, and roof over storage tank, 2 19,215; 
Blakehill quarry, £4,150; two 500-kW rotaries and switchgear; 
caterpillar crane and grab, £2,970; accumulator battery, $11,000; 
motor generator, £5')5; and radial drilling machine, £1,440. 


Bridlington.— Loan Sanctionep.—The Corporation has 
received from the Electricity Commission formal sanction to the 
borrowing of £4,500 for mains and services in connection with the 
electricity undertaking. 


Cannock, — ELECTRICITY GUARANTEE. — The Rural 
Council has agreed to guarantee to the Wolverhampton Corpore 
tion £130 per annum for three years, for the supply of electricity 
to 40 houses at Bushbury. 


Chile—Water PoW RR Statistics.—From a surrey 
recently made by a departm nt of the Ministry of Public Worn 
in Chile, it appears tha: the available water power in the Republic 
amounts to more than 4,000,000 h.p. This is an underestimate, s 
data regarding many rivers and watercourses are absent, and the 
total may be safely inoreased by 1,000,000 h.p. Of this total, con- 
cessions have been granted for 1,383000 hp., of which only 
63,780 h.p. is being utilised for industrial purposes, In view of 
the fact that the mining industry, ironworks, &c., employ coal to 
produce motive power equal to 301,000 h. p, and that the railways 
consume 300,000 tons of coal to produce 100,000 h p., there is an 
obviously strong case made out for legislation to enforoe the 
bet'er utilisation of the country's water resources, and more 
eap?cially because of the high cost of coal at the present time.— 
Boletin de la Sociedad de Fomento Fabril. | 


Datliogton. — ELECTRICITY UNDERTAKING AND RATES.— 
Alderman W. E. Pease, moving a rate of 13s., on April 7th, said 
the profits on what shonld be profit-earning departments were 
low, but he wished ratepayers to realise that though they were 
paying a high rate, they were getting water, gas and electricity at 
extraordinarily cheap rates. Alderman Wooler, who objected to 
the amount of the rate, said the costs of gas and electricity should 
be reduded to the lowest point, as it was unfair to derive profits by 
municipal tri di ig. 


Doncaster.— OPPOSITION TO Company. —The Electricity 
Committee, last week, reseived notice from the Adwick-le-Street 
Urban District Council of intention to oppose an application by the 
Electrical Distribution of Yorkshire, Ltd., for an order authorising 
it to supply electricity in the rural dietriote of Thorne and 
Doncaster acd the urban district of Adwick. The Committee 
decided to recommend opposition to the company's application for 
power to supply in the area of the proposed North-East Midlands 
E'ec'ricity District. 


Dover.—SuPPLY To LIGHTHOUSE.—It was reported 
recently that Trinity House had declined to accept the terms 
offered by the Electricity Committee for & supply of eleotricity to 
the South Fore'and lighthouse, and the engineer was instructed to 
submit alternative terms previously suggested, viz, Trinity House 
to find half of the estimated capital cost of the extension (£ 2,000), 
and pay for electricity at the rate of 10d. per unit for the first 
5.000 units, and 54d. per unit thereafter, with a guaranteed minimum 
of 15,000 units, which would produce £437, the Corporation to lay 
the necessary main and to supply a transformer, and to reserve the 
right to make additional connections at any point along the route. 


Dublin.—STREET LranHTING. — Owing to the operation 
of the military " Curfew " order, it is proposed that only one atreet 
light in three shall be used. 


Eastbourne.—PRoPOSED EXTENSIONS.—At a meeting of 
the Town Council, the elect-ical engineer submitted deteils of a 
scheme for the extension of plant and mains, at an estimated cost 
of £05 443, Consideration of the report was postponed. 


Electricity District, —AIRE AND CALDER INQUIRY.— 
The inquiry by the Electricity Commissionera into the three rivel 
schemes in respect of the West Riding (Aire and Calder) Elec 
tricity District, which was to have been opened at Leeds 09 
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Tuesday, has been postponed to a date to be fixed when industrial 
conditions are more settled. The Town Clerk of Bradford (Mr. 
N. L. Fleming), as solicitor to the Conference of West Riding local 
authorities who promoted the Bradford Conference scheme, 
receivei notice of the postponement on Friday, the Commissioners 
deeming it inexpedient to commence ths inquiry under the present 
uncertainty of conditions. 


' Hlereford.—Loan SaNcrIoNED.—The Town Council has 
received sanction to a loan of £34,750 for mains, sub-station, trans- 
formers, &c., in connection with the supply of electricity in the 
Ross and Lydbrook areas. 


Hove.—ConverTING PrANT.—The Electricity Com- 
mittee has approved the purchass of another 300 kW converting 
eet, similar to two already installed. The purchase of a spare 
armature was also sanctioned. The new set will be employed asa 
stand by for use in the event of the other sets being overloaded. 


Hoyland Nether.— TRANSFER OF OhDEB.— The Urban 
District Council has applied for powers authorising the 
Council to transfer its undertaking to the Electrical Distri- 
bution of Yorkshire, Ltd., and for an extension of time of the 
Council's Electric Lighting Order of 1912, for the laying of 

Japan, — GROWTH oF ELECTRICAL INDUsSTRY.— The 
Electrical World states that official figures issued by the Depart- 
ment of Communications of Japan put the number of supply 
stations in the island at 715, the electric railways at 42, and the 
companies operating both oentral atations and railways at 53, 
making a total of 810 electrical enterprises, or an increase of 57 
over last year. The total capital of central stations is put at 
763,000,000 yen, of electric railways at 56,000,000 yen, and of 
central stations and railways which are combined at 453,000,000 
yen—a total of 1,272,000,000 yen, indicating an increase over last 
year of 177,000,000 yen. 


Liverpool.—Loan Sancrionzp.—The Corporation has 
received the formal sanction of the Electricity Commissioners to 
the borrowing of £50,000 for prospective expenditure on electric 


London. —CAMBERWELL.—The Borough Council, which 
aked its local members of Parliament to oppose the County of 
London Electric Supply Co. Bill, has had the following letter 
from Lieut.-Colonel Sir Frederick Hall :— 

"I really fail to understand the opposition of your Borough 
Council to the proposed measure. as I should have thought that 
Camberwell had everthing to gain and nothing to lcse by these 
proposals. Surely the cheaper & company is able to generate 
current. the better ite position for supplying its consumers with 
electricity at a cheaper rate. 

“You will recognise that it is not proposed to build a generating 
sation in Camberwell. but that the borough is to be supplied with 
distribution mains. If there had been a suggestion to erect a 
generating station in Camberwell. I could, toa great extent. under- 
stand the opposition, as it might b; justified, because your Council 
could argue that when the time comes for purchase they want to 
bein a position to buy a complete undertaking —that is to say, 
generation as well as distribution ; but the County of London 
Eleotrio Co. have no generating station in the district, and have no 
intention of building one, as I think I am right in saying they are 
supplied at the present time from Wandsworth. 

"You will, of course, realise that under the circumstances I 
cannot support the resolution contained in yours under answer." 

HackNEY.—The Poor Law Officers’ Journal says the Hackney 
Guardians propose to replace gas with electricity at their Homerton 

"Institutions, and have decided to generate electricity themselves, 


instead of asking for a municipal supply. The schemes are estimated 


to effect an annual saving, based on the present prices of fuel, gas 
and electricity, of approximately £8,00) — with the capital expendi- 
ture entirely written off. In addition to the installation of electric 
lighting plant —which has not yet been put into commission, and 
the anticipated saving on which has not been included in the 

ons already made —the schemes comprise the utilisation of 
the exhaust steam in conjunotion with the centralisation of the 
domestic hot-water supply ; the burning of coke. breeze in lieu of 
steam coal; and the centralisation of the heating systems. Since 
they were first inaugurated the total expenditure has been £14,693, 
while the results have been so economi al that the whole of this 
outlay has already been more than recouped, and, as stated, the 
Guardians are now promised a saving of 4 8.000 a year. 

The Electricity Committee report: that it has secured an e.h p. 
feeder and switchgear, from the Natioral Proj ctile Factory at 
Hackney Marshes at a cost of £2,379. The Comm ttee has saved 
a great d al of expznditure in this manner; it previously secured an 
e h. p. cable and switchgear from the factory for £2,516, 

FouLBAM.—The Electricity Committee recommends the provision 
of two additional 200-kV A transformers, and the necessary switch- 
iri Van den Bergh's sub-atation, The estimated o gt 
is £1,100. 

The Council has secured the approval of the Electricity Com- 
missioners to improvements at the electricity works. These 
include the replacement of economisers, alterations to the trans- 


. dormer house, fixing a new centrifugal pump and accessories at an 


tima: ed coat of £21,000. 

. ~, Jautiwaton.—In order to meet an anticipated deficit on the 
electricity undertaking, the Financa Committee recommends that 
bhe charges for electricity be increased as from the March meter 


readings as follows :—For units sold at basic rates of 14d. and 
upwards from 70 to 100 per cent. on tbe basic rates; for units 
sold at Id. and under, from 120 to 15) per cent. on the basio rates. 


Manchester. —Houss Liagatina.—At a recent meeting 
of the City Council, it was proposed that the houses on the Anson 
estate should be illuminated by gas, and those on other estates by 
electricity. An amendment was carried that electricity be adopted 
throughout. 


Mohill (Co. Leitrim).—Power STATION DESTROYED.— 
The power house has ben destroyed by fire. The occurrence is 
stat d to have heen due to an accident. 


Musselburgh.—SuPPLY RIGHTS QuvuesTion.—It was 
reported at a special meeting of the Town Council that a firm of 
manufacturers in Musselburgh had refused to take a supply of 
electricity from the Musselburgh Electrio Light and Traction Co, 
aod had asked for a supp y from the Edinburgh Corporation. 
"The latter authority was willing to give a supply if the consent of 
the local authority could be obtained. The Electric Lizht Co. 
objected to this arrangement, as it would infringe rights which it 
had obtained at great expense. The question was rejerred to the 
Law Committee to ascerta/n in what position the Town Council 
w )uld place itself by withholding or giving consent. 


Navan. — ELECTRIC LiaHTING ScHgME POSTPONED.— 
The Munster and Leinster Bank intimated to the Urban Ooundil 
that the directors could not see their way to grant a loan of 
£10,000, repayable in 20 years, for a public electric lighting 
10 It was therefore agreed to postpone the scheme for 12 
m n hs 


Perih.—CoMxPaNv's SCHEME  APPROv&D.—BSubject to 
protective clauses being inserted, the County Council has oons:nted 
to an electric lighting order being applied for by the promoters of 
the Dunblane electricity supply scheme. 


Stockton-on-Tees.—ALLOocATION OF PaoriT&.—In his 
review at the Corporation’s annual finance meeting Ald. F. T. 
Nattrass stated that the electricity undertaking did not affect the 
rate levy on that occasion, but the Committee anticipated being 
able at the end of the new year to transfer a surplus of £1,204 to 
the reserve fund, from which the Committee contemp'ated pro- 
viding for the ct of the reconstruction of switchb ards and the 
extensive renewal of feeder cables. 


South Shlelds.— Housk Licutina.—At a meeting of 
the Electricity Committee, the eloctrical engineer stated that he 
had repo:ted to the Housing Committee the negotiations that had 
been proce ding between himself and the County of Durham Elec- 
trical Power Distribution Co. with rezard to the terms on which 
the company was prepared to supply electricity in bulk within the 
area covered by the proposed extension of the borough. The 
Housing Committee had instructed him to endeavour to secure 
furtber concessions from the company, and the matter was having 
attention. ; . 

ExTENS:0N8 — The engire:r also introdu:el the question of 
extending the boiler house at the generating station witha view to 
making provision to acc »mmodate at an early date, two new water- 
tube boilers, complete with economisers, induced draught fans, 
chimney stack, and all necessary auxiliaries. The demand for 
electricity is constantly increas ng for lighting, heating and power, 
and this, together with the farther demands of the tramway 
department for the proposed light railway, requires that prepara- 
tions be made for ex'ra steam-raising plant at an early da'e 80 as 
to provide fur the department's requirements in this direction for 
the winter of 1922. The borough engineer was instructed to 
prepare plans, specifications, quantities, and estimates for the 
buik i ig. 


Swansea,—O.L Fort PROPOSAZD. — The Electricity 
Committee received a report from the electrical engineer stating 
that, in consequence of the shortage of storage accommodation 
for coal, the Committee should take into conside: ation the queation 
of providing an alternative method of firing the boilers by means 
of liquid fuel. With a few modifications the change could be 
made, and at the shortest notice coal-firing could be resumed. 
He did not say that oil was cheaper than coal, but in times 
lke the present ocal orisis, it was necessary to have liquid fuel as 
a stand-by. The Committee referred the matter to the Standing 
Sub-Committee for consideration. 


Teignmouth, — ELECTRICITY SUPPLY. — The Urban 
D:strict Council has resolved that Mesara. J. & W. Parves be 
informed that it would welcome the introduction of an electricity 
supply to Teignmou:h, but that it has no wish to take over the 
T«iznmouth Electric L ght Order held by the firm. 


W illasey—Rerort OW BREAKDOWNS.—The Special 
Joint Committee of the Corporation appointed to inquire into tne 
causes of the breakdowns at the power station has issued its 
report, which makes the following recommendations : —(1) Imme- 
diats steps should be taken to reorgani«e the staff of the generating 
station; (2) the engineer's office should be removed to, and adjoin, 
the Poulton power station, and that office accommodation shou'd 
be provided for the station superintendent ; (3) that the electrical 
enzineershould reside in theborou >h as near to thesta - ion a: pos-ible ; 
(4) that an export should be called in to investigate the primary 
cause of the corrosion of the pumps, and that periodical chemical 
tes:s should b» made of the bo ler contents; (5) that the turbines 
should be so controlled a3 to ensure 8:eam being cut off when seta 
are standing ; (6) that the boi er feed pumps should be periodically 
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tested and opened out for inspection; (7) that the pumps should be 
so fixed that they can be easily examined, dismantled, and in a 
position that is reasonably clean, and that an additional feed pump 
be installed. 


West Hartlepool. — Station CLosgp Down. — The 
electrical engineer reported, last week, that in consequence of the 
industrial situation the Seaton Carew Iron Co. was closing down 
its blast furnaces, so that no waste heat would be available for the 
Oorporation generating station. It was decided to close down 
the generating station for the present, and take a bulk supply from 
p» Cleveland and Durham County Electric Power Co.— Yorkshire 

vet, 


Worcester.—FuTuREk Extensions. — The Electricity 
Committee has issued a report in which it points to the probable 
increase in the demand for electricity during the next three years. 
It will be necessary to carry out considerable extensions, and the 
cost of these is estimated at £62200. The Committee desires: 
authority to ask for loans to carry out the work, and in the 
event of its failing to secure sanction to borrow the amount it 
proposes to ask the Electricity Commissioners for an order making 
a sub-district of South Worcestershire to beadministered by a com- 
mittee on which Woroester should be represented. 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Accrington.— No RESTORATION oF Penny FARES.— An 
effort to refer back a recommendation in opposition to the restora- 
tion of penny fares was defeated sat a meeting of the Council. 
Ald. Highan, chairman of the Tramways Committee, said such a 
policy, however much stages were shortened, would bring the 
tramway undertaking on the rates. Nothing had been put to 
reserve for the renewal of the track during the past six years. 


Àustralla,—BRISBANE.— Up to a month or two ago, 
negotiations had been proceeding for the acquisition by the 
Queensland Government of the Brisbane tramways at the expira- 
tion of the holder company's " franchise," The company stated a 
prioe in the neighbourhood of £3,000,000, but having regard to 
the great expenditure which would have to be incurred after pur- 


chase, the Government is not inclined to take any further 


steps in the matter at present. 


MELBOURNE.—From March 7th the fares on the Metropolitan 
Tramway systems were increased. The ld. fare was raised to 
lid. on weekdays and 2d. on Sundays and holidays. The new rates 
are expected to give an increase in revenue of £160,000 up to the 
end of the year, or £195,000 for the complete financial year. 


Barrow. — CANCELLATION OF Dzricrr. — The Finance 
Committee has decided to grant the Tramways Committee the sum 
of £14,000 to enable an accumulated deficit of £15,680 on the 
undertaking to be wiped out. The belance of the deficit is to be 
carried forward to the next period, when it is hoped that decreased 
expanditure will make it possible to cover the amount. 


Bradford.— D xrrcrr.— For the first time for many years, 
and in spite of record receipts, the tram way undertaking incurred a 
loss of about £80,000 during the year just ended. The chairman of 
the Tramways Committee attributed this deficit chiefly to the high 
expenditure upon renewals, which represented 3d. per car-mile. 

ONE-MAN CARS, &0.— Having recently received from the 
Ministry of Transport a statement that no objection is raised to the 
use of a new single-deck type of railless car, with only one man in 
charge, the Bradford Tramways Committee has instructed the 
general manager to prepare an estimate of the cost of these cars, 
and to obtain information as to the working expenses of petrol- 
motor omnibuses operated in other towna. 

The Committee, at its April meeting. resolvcd to recommend to 
the Parliamentary Sub-Committee of the Corporation that in the 
next Bill promoted in Parliament by the Corporation, power be 
sought for the construction and operation of double-deck. top- 
covered railless trolley vehicles of a four-wheeled typed, weighing 
not less than 74 tons, and of a six-wheeled type weighing not leas 
than 94 tons, unladen weight in both cases. 


Darliagton.—Errect or FARE INCREASE.—]t was 
stated at a recent meeting of the Council, that since increased fares 
had been put into force, the revenue had increased by 4 per cent., 
while the number of passengers carried was reduced by 71 per cent. 


Dewsbury.—ExTensions DEFERRED. — At a Town 
Council meeting, last week, it was reported that the Electricity 
Committee had considered a proposed extension of the town tram- 
way termini in the Market Place, so as to avoid congestion, but 
found this would cost over £4,000, and under the present con- 
ditione it bad decided against the expenditure, It had also, 
for the same reason, dropped a proposed echeme of running cars by 
Longcauseway, which would cost between £7,000 and £8,000. A 
proposition that the matter sbould be referred to the General Pur- 
poses Committee was defeated, and the minutes were adopted. 


Edinburgh.— Car CON VENSTON.— Under the supervision 
of the tramway manager (Mr. Pilcher), one of the old cable cars 
has been converted at the Shrubhill works for use as an electrically- 


driven vehicle at a cost of about £300. This is a great saving to 
the Corporation, as a new car is estimated to cost £2,000 at the 
present time. 


Essex.—LiaoHT RALWAT Loans.—The Ministry of 
Transport recently informed the Parliamentary Committee of the 
Essex County Council that, owing to & decision of the Cabinet, the 
Ministry was unable to sanction any grante or loans for the con. 
struction of light railways for a period of 12 months. 


Liverpool.—Errecr or FARE INCREASE.—Liverpool 
Corporation tramway traffic returns show that during the fin 
three weeks of the increased fares, there was a decrease of no lens 
than 2,374,304 passengers, yet there is a daily increase in revenue 
of between £500 and £600. The present increase in the receipte, 
however, is only about one half of what is required to meet the 
year's expenditure. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne. — PROSPECTIVE | EXPENDITURE.— 
The estimated expenditure by the Tramways Committee during the 
current year includes the following items :—Alterations and new 
pumps and pipes in pumping station, £4,000 ; renewals to cars 
£12,590; purchase and equipment of motor-buses, £2,000; recon 
straction of overhead work, £4,000; new plant in power station. 
£35,000; renewals to permanent-way, junctions, &o., £46,360; 
total, £103,860. 


New RouTES OPENED.—On April 8th the new tramway route 
to West Moor and Forest Hall were formally opened. Tais com. 
pletes a programme of construction commenoed by the Corporation 
in 1914. The system now extends from one side of Gosforth Park 
by a wide circular route to the other side, and it is hoped that the 
circuit will be completed through the Park under a foreshadows 
scheme of construction. 


Urnguay.— Tramways v. 'Busks.—The High Court of 
Justice has recently given an important decision affecting tramway 
companies’ rights. The tramway companies of Monte Vide 
brought an action some time ago against the Government for 
infringement of their rights by instituting a motor-'bus servic 
over routes served by them, Tne Court of First Instance decided 
in favour of the Government. The companies appealed, and the 
Court of Second Instance decided in their favour. The High 
Court has now reversed this decision, giving judgment in faroar 
of the Govetnment.— Heriew of the River Plate. 


United States. NEW YORK IwPROVEMENTS.—Ín the 
recently-published report of the New York-New Jersey Port ani 
Harbour Development Commission, a number of proposals ar 
made for the re-organisation of services at the two ports. 

At the present time there are 12 railways with termini at the 
port of New York, each of which has its own clearing arrange- 
ments; there is practically no means by which trains from one 
system can be transferred readily toanother system. It is proposed. 
therefore, to construct belt lines in the vicinity of the Port: 
over these lines freight cars, connected with all the existing lines, 
will run. A series of multiple-story clearing houses or " freight 
terminals" will be erected, and beneath these will be tuonels in 
which will operate small eleotrio trailer trucks. These trucks wil 
take over goods from trains at a transfer yard. At the freight 
terminals lifts will be provided capable of taking one of the 
trailer trucks at a time, and raising it to the ourreot floor of the 
building. 


Wedaesbury.—TRAOK RenewaLs.—The South Stafford- 
shire Tramways Co., Ltd., has intimated to the Wednesbary Town 
Council that it intends to relay the track along the Darlaston Bos 
to the Bull Stake, 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Cable and Wireless Rates.—'' DEFERRED RATE” SERVICE 
RE-OPENED.—Marconi's Wireless Telegraph Co., Ltd., has te 
atarted its deferred (L. C. O.) service to Canada, Newfoundland, and 
the West Indies, which has been suspended since 1917. The oo 
of transmission by this route is less than that for a corresponding 
service by the cable companies. On April 9th the Western Union 
Telegraph Co. re-introduced its deferred service between the Unite 
Kingdom and the United States of America and Canada, which bs 
been suspended since September, 1918. 


Cable Delays.—It will be remembered that during the 
sittings at Washington of the International Conference on Com 
munications, last autumn, statements were made to the effect ths 
commercial telegrams passing between the U.S.A. and the Cor 
tinent had been intercepted by the British authorities, and th 
impression was created that they were purposely delayed. ” 
improper use had been made of the information they contained. Tb 


note by Lord Curzon on the subject, has been published as s White 
Paper (Cmd. 1,230). 


Cuoba.—New CABLE.—Mr. C. H. Mackay, president d 
the Commercial Cables Postal Telegraph System, announced recent) 
the inauguration of a new cable between Miami (Florida) un 
Havana (Cuba), and also of several new telegraph office, 
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are calculated to provide increased reliability and improved service 
To R and a competitive telegraph service on the east oonst of 
lorida. 

LONG-DISTANOB TELEPHONY. — Zhe Times oorrespondent at 
Washington states that on April lith he took part in a long- 
distance telephone conversation from the Pan-American Union 
building to Havana, and with a wire'ess operator in Catalina, an 


. island in the Pacific off Los Angeles. He proceeds: As plaialy 


as though we were all seated in the same room, I heard Havana 
speaking to Catalina and Catalina answering. It was by far the 
longest conversation in point of distance ever held by telephone. 
The message to which I listened passed through 115 miles of cable, 
connecting Havana and Key West, in Florida, thence over the 
land wires connecting the chief towns of the Atlantic seaboard 
with New York, Chicago, Omaha, Salt Lake City, Sacramento, 
San Francisco, Fresno, and Los Angeles, and from Los Angeles by 
wireless to Catalina, 29 miles from the mainland, a total distance 
of 5056 miles. In quick succession the transcontinental roll call 
was taken, and we heard voices responding from 26 towns situated 
in 19 different States. Col. John J. Carty, the vice-president and 
chief engineer of the American Telephone and Telegraph Co.. to 
whose organising ability the demonstration owes its success. after- 
wards ‘observed: Had to-day's conversation been held over land 
wires only, it could have been heard exactly with the same clear- 
ness over 10,000 miles of land wires, weighing 435 lb. per mile, and 
equipped with telephone repeaters and other apparatus of various 
kinds used in America." 


Stock Exchange and Wireless.—The Stock Exchange 
demands upon the London-Paris wireless service are such that 
special relays of Marconi messengers have been made available, 
from April 11th onwards, at 75, Old Broad Street, Shorters Court 
(American door), and New Court door. By the attendanoe of these 
m:asengers between the hours of 10.30 a.m. and 3 p.m. it is hoped 
to save members the necessity for telephoning the Fenchurch 
Street office. 


Empire Wireless Chain.—It will be remembered that 


the Imperial Wireless Telegraph Committee, 1919-20, of which Sir 


Henry Norman, M.P., was chairman, and which reported last June, 


` reoommended, among other things, that a scheme of Imperial 


wireless communications should be established connecting the 
communities of the Empire by geographical steps of about 
2,000 miles esch; and that these stations should be planned by 
a Wireless Commission of about four members. A Commission 
was accordingly appointed. It consisted of Lord Milner (chairman), 
Dr. Eocles (vice-chairman), Mr. L. B. Turner, Mr. Shaughnessy, 
and Lieut.-Ool. Crawley (secretary), who was assistant secretary to 
Sir H. Norman's Committee, of which Dr. Eccles and Mr. Turner 
were members. With the exception of Lord Milner, the membe1s 
of this Commission are now engaged, says The Times, in investi- 
gating the latest developments of wireless telegraphy. They will 
report this summer, but no decision with regard to Empire wireless 
will be taken until after the Imperial Conference whioh is to be 
held in London in June. 


France. —W IRELESS COMMUNICATION.—An objection has 
been raised by M, Poulle, a member of the Senate. against the 
Convention of October 29th, 1920, handing over the French wire- 
less plant and communication systems with Great Britain, Spain, 
and the United States to a private company. It is declared that 
such a convention is null and void by law, as the Posts and Tele- 
graphs are a State monopoly, M. Poulle has tabled a resolution 
inviting the Government to submit the Convention to Parliament 
for ite approval, and M. Laffont, Under-Secretary for Posts and Tele- 
graphs, has agreed to this course. 

M. Laffont, on April 9:h, explained that the contract cid not 
confer a monopoly on the company. Furthermore, the employés 
and the members of the Board of Administration must be French- 
men, and the working, as well as the tariffs, must be under the 
control of the Administration ; the work of construction must be 
carried out at the company's expense, and all working expenses be 
borne by the company. Consequently, continued the Miniater, 
there was no risk to the State whivh had benefited from the com- 
psny's receipts. The Minister's explanations satisfied the Senate 
and the resolution of M. Poulle was referred to the Senate 
Financial Committee.— Reuter’s Trade Service (Paris). 


Greenland.— WIRELESS STATION. — According to the 
Oopenbagen Sociald Demokraten, the building of a wireless telegraph 
station is again under consideration, and the British authorities 


are said to have approached the Danish Government in connection 


with the matter.— The Times. 


Telephone Service.—CaNcELLED CONTRAOTS.— Mr. Pike 
Pease, replying to a question in the House of Commons, said that 
about 10,000 subscribers had cancelled their telephone contracts 
during February and March. As. however, that number was about 
the average, it was impossible to say how many canoc.»llations were 
due to the increased rates. 

PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE'S INQUIRY. — The recently 
appointed Parliamentary Committee charzed with inquiring into 
and reporting upon the working of the telephone service, met for 
the firat time for the taking of evidence on April 6th at the House 
of Commons. The first witness was Sir Evelyn Murray, Assistant 
Secretary to the Post Office. There was a fall attendance of the 
15 members of the Committes, over whi: h Mr. E. Cecil presided, 
and Mr. William W. Cook (a consulting engineer who was con- 
nected with the old National Te'ephone Oo.) was appointed the 
Oommittee's scientific assessor. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The date given in parentheses at the end of the paragraph indicates 
the issue of the ELEOTRICAL REVIEW in which the “ Official 
Notice" appeared.) 


OPEN. 


Australia.—M ELBOURNE.— April 27th. Victorian Rail- 
way Commissioners, Spencer Street. Caustic soda primary cells, 
complete (Contract No. 33,914).* 

Postmaster-General's Department (Melbourne), May 31st. Tele- 
phone switchboards (Schedule No 1,670).* 

Post master-General's Department, May 31st. Supply and 
delivery to several States manual telegraph transmitting devices 
(Schedule No. 1.680). (April 8th.) 

May 2nd. With reference to the recent invitations to tender by 
the Victorian Government Railways for 12 miles of two-core, 
lead-sheathed, wire-armoured 2 200-volt cable, the Department of 
Overseas Trade learns from H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in 
Australia that the Rai: way Department is prepared to give considera- 


tion to alternative offers for cable with the section of each oore 


0145 aq. in., in lieu of 015 as originally specified. 

May 31st. Vic'orian Electricity Commissioners. Morwell power 
scheme : Street poles (Specification No. 17) ; copper cable (Specifi- 
cation No. 66). (See this issue.) 

Victorian Railway Commissioners. June 22nd. One electric 
lifting magnet (capacity 4 ton), one 440-V motor generator. 

Jane 29th. Supply of 1-ton platform type industrial storage 
battery trucks, also battery charging equipment.—Reuter’s Trade 
Service (Melbourne). 


Ballinrobe. — April 23rd. Electricity Supply Co. 
Wiring of consumers’ premises. (April 8th.) 


Belgium.— May 27th. The Service d'Etudes et de 
Controle des Applications de l'Electricité, 52, Boulevard du Regent, 
Brussels. For the supply and instaliation of ten electrically 
ae capstans in connection with the locks on the Upper 

el dt. . 


Buenos Alres.— June 3rd. The Commercial Secretary 
to H.M. Legation at Buenos Aires (Mr. H. O. Chalkley) reports 
that the Board of Sanitary Works of the Nation at Budnos Aires 
is again inviting tenders, to be presented by 3rd June, for the 
supply and erection of the plant and accessories for a new generating 
station, previous tenders having been called for in 1919 and 1920. 
The plant comprises three four-cyole Diesel engines of 875-h.p., 
and adapted to run on orude petroleum from Comodoro Bivadavia, 


and three three-phase alternators, each of 250-kW, 2,200 volts 


between phases, 5u cycles and power factor of 8. A copy (in 
Spanish) of the general conditions of tender and specification, also 
a blue print showing the general layout of the plant, can be seen 
at the Dapartment of Overseas Trade in London, on application to 
Mr. Holloway (Victoria 9040 : Extension 4) until April 23rd. 


Dewsbary.—April 23rd. Electric-light installation at 
Eastborough Working Men’s Club, Battye Street. Specifications, 
&o,, the Secretary. 


Fiji Islands.—The municipality of Suva invites tenders, 
closing June 30th, for the supply and erection of a 200-kW, 
480/520-V, three-wire, d.c. generator, directly ooupled to a 300-h.p. 
vertical Diesel oil engine, together with accessories for generator 
and panel.— Feuter’s Trade Ssrvice (Melbourne). 


Ipswich.—Electricity Supply Department. One 500-kW 
rotary converter or motor converter. (See this issue.) 


Jugo-Slavla.—May 1st. The Serb, Croat, and Slovene 
Ministry of Public Works. Erection of a power-station, main 


 oondactors and transforming stations in connection with an 


electrical scheme at Kostolac for the supply of energy to Belgrade, 
Semlin, &c.* 


Kelghiey.— April 23rd. Tramways Department. One 
2 to 3-ton petrol chassis, one 2 to 3-ton petrol end-tip wagon. 
(See this issue.) 


London.—L.C.C. April 18th. 5,500 tons of standard 
steel girder tramway track rails, lipless track rails and renewable 
guard rails with fastenings. Chief Engineer, Oounty Hall, Spring 
Gardens, S. W. 1. 


Lowestoft.— April 18th. Electricity Department. L. p. 
cable feeder pillars, joint boxes, &o. (April 8th.) 


Manchester.— May 2nd. Electricity Committee. Three 


steam tucbine-driven boiler feed pumps. (See this issue.) 


New Zsaland. —April 19th. Public Works Department. 
H M. Trade C mmiesioner has forwarded psr iculars of a oll for 
tenders for 6 000 pin insulators. suitable for a line operating at 
66,000 volts batween phases. Tenders (accompanied by deposit of 
£100) to the Seoretary, Public Works Tenders Board, Government 
Buildings, Wellington. Specifications may be seen at the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street (Room 59), West- 
minster, S. W. I. 
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Soath Africa, —PRETORIA.—M y 10th. 
Switchgear. Tenders, marked “Electric Light and Power 
Department, 1920 Extensions, Contract No. 5,” to Deputy 
Town Clerk, Municipal Offi des, Pretoria. Deposit, five guineas. 
Further particulars may be obtained from the general manazer of 
the Electric Lizht and Power Department. or from the consulting 
engineer, Mr. G. M. Clark, 40.12, Maiachkal’s Bu ldiogs, Johan- 
nesbarg. 

JOHANNESBURG. — June 22nd. South African Railways and 
Harbours, Electrification of Capetowa-Sim nstown and Durbaa- 
Maritzbarg lines: Overhead equipmeat of permanent way and 
overhead transmission line, switchzear and accessories, aad 
trackbonds. (April Ist.) 


Sp lo.—Mapatp.—April 80th. La Sociedad de Ferro- 
carriles Eleotricos, Plaza de Oanovas 4, Madrid. 2,750 metric tons 


of rails, fish plates, nuts, bolts, poiats, &c., fo: the Calaherra- 
Arned dlo Elsctric Rail way. 


St. Aane’s - on- Sea, — Electricity Department. 
natural draught cooling tower. (See this issue.) 


St. Helens. —M sy 1st. Electricity Department. Oe d. c., 


3-wire, distribating switchboard, complete with supporting steel - 
work. (April 8th.) 


Municipality. 


One 


* A copy of the specification, &o., can be consulted at tue Dopart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, S. W. I. 


CLOSED. 


Belgiam.—Five tenders were received by the Societe 
Nationale des Chemins de For Vioinaux, of Brussels, last week, for 
the supply and layiag of th» underground armoured cables required 
in connection with the distribution of th» current for the lines iu 
the Louvain district, the lowest offer (175,605 francs) being that 
of the Société O.nnium Electrique, of Dison, Belgiu n. 

The Bolgian Post and Telegraph authorities in Brussels last 
week placad some large contracts for miscellaneous telephone 
materia', the principal orders being divided between the New 
Antwerp Telephone and Electrical works, of B;rchem, Antwerp, 
and the Bell Telephone Manufacturing Co., of Antwerp. 


Bolton.—Tram ways Committee. A^cepted : — 
490 tons of tram rails and 10 tons of fish plates. —W. Scott, Ltd. 


Bradfurd.— Electricity Committee : — 


Ash-handling plant for No. 4 boiler-hoise at Valley Road Works, 
£1,921. —Underfeed Stoker Co., Lid. (London). 
Steelwork for foundations of new cooling towers at Valley Road, £530.— 
H. Barrett & 3ons Ltd. 


Steel casing cover for vertical turbo-generators at Valley Roal, £725.— 
British Thomson-H »uston Co., Ltd. 


Canterbary.—Town Coun:il : — 


gte im pipe work, Electricity Works, £917.—John Spencer, LI. 
Standard steel cubicles, for switchgear, £100. — Ferguson, Pailin, Ltd. 
Steel framework supports for oii tank, £90J. —Superheater Units, Ltd. 


Cork.—E'ectric motora for lighting, refrigerating plant, 
&o., for the Irish Creameries and Exporters’ Assoziation, Ltd., Cork. 
—Tho Electric Tramways & Lighting Co., Ltd. 


Doncaster.— Electricity Committee : — 


Construction of foundations for installation of new plant at E'ectricity 
Works, £1,189.—C. Sprakes & Sons. 


Folkestone. — Town Counc.l : — 


E.l. installa-ion, Enteric block, Sanatorium £33, plus £30 for extension of 
main c4ble, — Marchant & Co, Folkestone. 
Electric lightiug, zigzag path (lights for three standands, lamp tops, five 
Con Eis wires and cables, £163.— Folkestone Electricity Supply 
0. L] 


Nigeria. —The civil engineering and contracting depart- 
ment of Sir. W. G. Armstrong, Whitworth & Co.. has obtained, in 
competition, the contract, from the Crown Agenta for the Colouies, 
for the Ebute Metta workshop:. which are to be erected near Lagos 
for the Nigerian Goverameut Railways. The contract consists of 
the supply, erection and equipment of new locomotive shops, 
carriage and wagon shops, an ¢l-ctrical po wer-sta'ion, a - mille, 
&c. The contract time tor completion (says the Financial Times) 
is two years. 


South Africa—MosseL Bay, CAPE PaoviNCE.—The 
tender of Messrs. Higham & Co., of Mossel Bay, has been accepted 
by the municipality fur the house-wiring of all buildings t; be 
connected to the new municipal supp y. at £2 7s. 6d per point for 
ensmelled close-joint conduit laid on the surface, with additional 
prices for concealed work, &c. 


BgavFoRT WEST, CAPE PaovINCE.—The tender of Mesers. R. G. 


Jack & Son, of Cape Town, has been accepted for the municipal 


house wiring. 


Swansea.—The Corporation Electricity Committee last 
week accepted the tender of the Switchgear Construction Co, 
for switchgear for the station, price £959. Th» engineer (Mr. 
Burr) reported that two tend is had ben received for meters, one 
from a British firm that had bought German meters, which were 
offerel at £2 21. each, and the other from a British firm offering 
British meters at £2 188. The quality was about the same, and he 
wanted the instructions of the Committe, as the German meters 
meant ac nsiderable saving, seeing that be required 600 meters. 
During discussion it was stated tnat probably these meters were 
bought before the reparation proposals were made, urder which 


the Government intends to hold 50 par cont. of the cost of German 
expo:ts by way of payment of ths Garman injemaity ; bat the 
chairman, Mr. Alex. Sinclair, said that doubtiess in any future 
exports tha Germans would put the 50 per ceat. on the prive, 
Councillor Daniel Jones moved that the Committze accept the 
British meters. Was it worth while coasideriag, Seeinz tha’ 10 
many British works were at a staudatill? ' Be hanged to the 


German: and their goods,” he added. Eventualiy, howev r, the 


mater was deferred pending further inquiries as to tha eff t of 
the reparation proposala. 


wakelleld.— Electricity Committee. A:cepted : — 


Cons ructional work, foundations, pip» lines, &3., the basis of payment to 
be 10 per ceat. on materials used and 2) per cant. on wages paid.— 
Parker & 3harp. 


Wo:verhampton, — Corporation Electricity Committee, 
Aocepted :— 


B-itish Insulated and Helsby Cables, Lid, £42,297, for the supply, 
laying and jointing of a 33,000-volt trune main and pilot cable between 
Woiveihaunp*on and Cannock. 

British Electric Transformer Co., Ltd. -Four 2,000-EkV A, 83,020 and 6,000.V 
Biagle-phas» transformers, 49,921. . : 

Metropolitau-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd.—Switchgear units, including 
Protective gear for Hiiton 8ub-stati on, £2,*4«, plus 1J per oent, for 
contingencies; battery and motor generator, 4 50. 

General Electric Co., L:d.—Switch and metering gaar for Cannock sub- 
station, £1,850, plus 10 per oent. for contiageacies ; battery aod motor 
generator, 4250. 

Reyruile & Co., Ltd.—5,0)0- V, three-phase oi! switch and panel as an exten- 
sion to the extstiag switohboard, ineiuding «p scia! relay, for Commarcial 
Road generating sta ion, £1,272, plus 10 per cant. for con Angencies. 

Ferguson, Pailin, Ltd. - Eight sets of e.a.p switsh cabicies, £104 esch set. 

4250 is to b» paid t» the Metropolitan. Vickers Electrical Co, Ltd., as an 

extra to their contrast for the supply of on: 25)-k W rotary converter. 


Worthlag.— Electricity Committee. Accepted: — 
Feeder cables, £2,231.—Callender's Cable and Constraction Co., Ltd. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Junior Institation of Engiueers.—Friday, Apri] Lyth. At Caxton Hal, 
Westminster, S.W. At 8 p.m. Paper on “Tue Metering of Beam, by 
Mr. C. R. Sams. 


Electrical Power Engineers’ Association. —Loctures on The W ork, Aims 
and 3:0ps of the Electrical Power Eagineecs’ A socias on, w.ll be g veo 
on Sat icd ay, Ap il 16th, at the Y. U. C. A., Leds, at ». 0 p. Wedazedss. 
Aprit 29th at the Con na xu? Hall. N swaosst:e-on Pen». at 1 p m.; and on 
Saturday, April 23rd, at the Royal Vistocia Hot, Sa-t cid, a; 7 p.m. 
North of England Institu.e of M daz aid Mecianzica!l Ergiasers— 
Saturday, April 16 n. At the Wood Meundual Hed, Nowewstie-va-T,sa% 
At2p.m. General meeting. 
Royal Society of Arts.— Mond iy, April 13th. At Joha Streat, Adelphi. W.C. 
At8pm, Cantor lecture, itooe 1$ App icatioas of the Spactrossope and 
the Sp2csro-photom »;er to S neacsas à id Lada:t-y,’’ by Mr. 8. J. Lewis. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers. — 
North-Western Centre.—Tu»sday, April 19th. At the Albion Hotel, 
Piccadilly, Manchester. At 7.3) p.m. sin king concert. 
South-Midtand Centre (Student»' Section) —Tuegiay, April 1th. 


At the Uiiversity, Birmingham. At 7.10 p.n. Address by Mr. F. Forrest. 
Annual general meeting. 


{astitation of Civil Eagineers Students' Sectio 1).—We Ines lay. April Yb. 
Visit to the electric g uerating station (L. & N.W. Rly.), Stoneoridge Park. 


Chemical Society. Thursday, April 21st. At Burlington House, Piocadilly. 
W. Ars pm. Ordinary scientifla meeting. 


Manchester W.reless Soclety.—Thursday, April 21st, At the Albion Hotel. 
At 1.30 p.m. Ordinary meeting. 


Roentgen Society.—Thursday, April 21st. At the University College, Gower 
Sreet, W.C. At 8. 15 p.n. Geueral meeting, 


Edinburgh Electrica! Society.—Friday, April 22nd. At the Philosophios! 
Institute. At 8 p.m. Open night. 


Physical Society of l. ondon.— Friday, April 22nd At the Imperial College 
of Science, South Kensington, S.W. At 5 p.m. Ord nary meeting. 


Goyal institution of Great Britain.—Frilay, April 22nd. At Albemarle 
street, W. At 9 p.m. Lectuce on ** Electro-3yninesis in Organic Chemie 
try," by Sir James Walker, F.R.S. 

At the Royal 


Technica! Inspection Association.—Friday, April 21nd. 
Society of Acts. John Stcees, Adelphi, W.C. At 7.30 p.m. Lecture on 
“The Physical Properties of Clay," by Mr. A. S. E. Ackerman, 


NOTES. 


The late Mr. T. E. Gatehouse.— We regret that in our 


lait issue the birthplace of Mr. Gatehouse was incorrectly given 9 
Bye, in Suffolk; his ea-ly bovhood was spent at Eye, bat he was 
born at Norwich, in Norfoik-hire. 


The Prince of Wales's Calendar.—The Prince of Wales 
has given permission for tha Natiooal Portrait Fuad to publish 
The Prinoe of Wales Ca'endar for 1922," in aid of all those men 
of the three Fizhting Servic-s, irrespective of rank, who def-nded 
theic Empire w th self sacrificing loyalty and devo ion, aid n0* 
fud them-elves in want. The Calendar is of beantifal d-sigo, ard 
mounted upon it ia axpecially-se'ec ed unpublished portrait of the 
Prince reproduced in Enzli-h photogravure. In m nending thus 
Calendar ani its object to our readers. we +t-ongly suzzes that 
before ordering th-ir ucual supplies for 1922. all firms shou'd mske 
a piut of communicating with the Hon. Secreta-y, Ths Nation 
Portrait Fund, 13. Dake Street, St. Ja ness Londoa. S. W. 1 who 
wil willingly senl samples and full put culars, It is hoped tnst 
every commercial house will follow tha Princes leal in this g 
cause by giving its practical support, 


oe te Le MV st AX: m 


xw B3» s &9 Fr Nu. 


t 


Vol. 88. No 9,264, APRIL 16, 1921.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


487 


Street Accidents.—An official return of street accidents 
in the United Kingdom during 1920 records a serious increase over 
the 1919 figures. Fatal accidents numbered 2.837. as against 2 628 
in the previous year, while non-fatal accidents rose from 48,698 to 
54,910; these figures show a percentage increase of 12/5. An 
analysis of causes attributes 2,527 accidents to tramway cara, horse- 
drawn vehicles were responsible for 2,836, omnibuses for 1,756, and 
"other mechanical vehic'es" for 10,636 accidents. To this lat 
clus 443 deaths are attributed, tramway cars caused 41 deaths, 
omnibuses 82, and horse-drawn vehicles 73. The greatest number 
of accidents in any one town occurred in Liverpool (2,145). In 
Glossop only one (non-fatal) accident ocourred, 


A Wirelessly-Controlled Clock.— Mr. T. S. Casner, a 
mechanical engineer, has perfected a clock that is entirely auto- 
matic in its operations, and is corrected daily by the wireless 
impulse sent from Washington for that purpose. It is self- 
winding, and besides indicating time itself, the clock will operate 
and control any number of secondary clocks. The apparatus is so 
designed that it selects the one signal flashed at the exact hour of 
12 noon, and makes poasible, it is believed. for the first time the 
synchronising of time-pieces all over the country by wire'ess.— 
Reuter Trade Service (New York). 


Freemasonry.—At the regular meeting of the Kelvin 
Lodge which was beld at the Connaught Rooms on Thursday, 
3lat ult., the reigning Muster, Mr. H. Porter-Cox, presided over an 
assembly of 87 membera and visitors, including many men well 
known in t he electrical prof: ssion, and during the speeches at the 
Banquet following the Masonic Ceremonies, he referred to the fact 
that he would shortly be installed in the Chair of the Kelvin 
Chapter, and would ſhen be cccupying simultaneously the Chairs 
in both the Lodge and Chapter. He expressed his keen apprecia- 
tion of the way in which he had been supported by the members 
in connection with the Great Masonic Charities, and referred to the 
rapid growth of the Lodge during the last few years, which showed 
the interest taken in the Craft by the electrical engineering pro- 
fession, snd the desire of so many of those who were associated 
therewith to become members of the Lodge, 


Service Notes.— The following revision of the sub- 
stantive scales of pay of certain grades of the electrical gene- 
rating, &c., staffs employed at H.M. Dockyards and Naval 
Establishments at home, is approved. Weekly rate for hired 
men :—Mains and distribution supervisor, 51s. to 60s. (for a 
working week of 47 hours); A" class station supervisor, 598. 6d. 
to 738. 6d., for a working week of 55 hours, working in shifts. 
Thèse rates are subject to the regulation deduction in the case of 
established men. For "B" class station supervisors and drivers. 
and dynamo attendants, the revised rate is 478. 10d. Warrant 
Electrician W. A. Nimmy has been appointed to the battleship 
Ramillies from the 9th inst., and Warrant Electrician Ford to the 
battleship Agamemnon from the same date. 


Withdrawal of Electric Coal-Cutters Recommended.— 
The Committee appointed to inquire into the question of the safe 
working or otherwise of the electrically - driven coal-cutting 
machines at Mount Kembla Colliery, recommends the withdrawal 
of these machines until such time as safe conditions can effectively 
be established, as in the Committee's opinion it is nct safe to work 
them in the Mount Kembla Colliery at present. A oopy of the 
Committee's report may be consulted by United Kingdom firms 
interested on application at the Inquiry Room, Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, Weatminster, S.W. 1. 


Appointments Vacant.— Assistant Professor of Electrical 
Engineering, having special knowledge of telegraphy and te'ephony, 
forthe City and Guilds (Engineering) College (£650 to £800); 
works manager. for the Stookton-on-Tees Corporation Electricity 
Department : ledger clerk, in the Hackney Borough Treasurer and 
Accountant's Department (Electricity Section), £310 ; shift engi- 
neer, for the Redditch Urban District Council Electricity Depart- 
ment; general manager. for the Wigan Corporation Tramways 
(£700); assistant electrical engineer (632 Rs. 8 annas per month), 
fo” the Great Indian Peninsular Kail way. See our advertisement 
pages to-day.’ 


No Summer Time in Canada.—In the Dominion House 
of Commons on April 11th, it was stated that the Government 
would not introduce legislation to establish “daylight saving " 
time. In the absence of a Federal enactment last year some 
municipalities adopted daylight saving, but others did not, with 
the result that much publio inconvenience was caused.— 
Birmingham Post. 


Chargiog for Idle Current.—An error occurred in the 
artisle by Mr. C. G. Carrothers in our issue of April Ist. in the 


value of p ; on p. 405, lines 13 and 16, and in the key to the figure, 
for 1°5 read 1°25. 


The Defence Force.— Men with special technical 
knowledge are urgently needed, auch as field or P.O. linesmen, 
motor-oycliste, instrument repairers, operators (line, visual and 
Wireless), and telephone switchboard operators. Depóts are at 3, 
Henry Street, Gray's Inn Road, fur lat London Division (D. F.) 
Signal Company; 46. Regency Street, S. W. I, for London Eleo- 
trical Engineers (D. F.); and Elverton Street, S.W.1, for 3rd 
(London) Corps Signal Companies (D.F.), Electrical and mechani- 


= d engineer are needed to complete the requirements of the 


Deterloration In Slack.—A letter has been received by 
the F.B.I. from & member firm drawing attention to the deteriora- 
tion in the quality of slack during recent years, and was read 
before a meeting of the Coal Committee at the head office on 


. March 17th, As the subject is one of great importance to fuel- 


consuming interests throughout the country, it was felt that the 
subject should be brought up for full consideration at the next 
meeting of the Committee. The member firm suggests that the 
deterioration in slack ie due to three main factors: (a) The use 
of shaking screens with a fine mesh instead of the older fashioned 
fixed bar screen; (b) The use of high explosives in the pits ; and 
(c) The practice of loading by shovel instead of by rake and 
basket. The F.B.I. will be pleased to learn the experience of those 
members who are slack usera in dealing with this difficulty, and to 
receive their suggestiors concerning possible remedies. 


The Electricity Suppiy Blll.— On Tuesday, Sir E. Geddes, 


Minister of Transport, presented a Bill in the House of Commons 
to amend the Electricity (Supply) Act, 1919. 


The Threatened Strike,— On Tuesday, the Executive «f 
the Electrical Trades Union, st a meeting in London, decided to 
support the railwaymen and transport workers if they struok in 
sympathy with the miners. Apparently there was considerable 
opposition to declaring a strike. 


Fsraday House Old Students’ Dlarer.— Owing to the 
threatened strike of the trant port workers, the dinner, which 
would have been held on Friday, the 15th inst., has been postponed. 


INSTITUTION NOTES. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers.—ScoTTIsH OENTRE.—The 
seventh ordinary meeting will be held at 7:30 p.m., at Dundee, on 
April 29th, when the paper by Messrs. E. Griffiths, D.So., and F. H. 
Schofield, B.A., B.Sc., entitled Some Thermal Characteristics of 
Electric Ovens and Hot-plates,” will be read. 

NORTH-WESTERN CENTRE.—The annual general meeting was 
held on April 12th, at the Engineers’ Club, Manchester, Mr. J. 
Frith presiding. The Committee's report for the year stated that 
11 general meetings had been held, inc!uding the popular lecture 
given at the Manchester College of Technology on April 6th by 
Prof. Marchant, at which the attendance was about 600. At the 
other meetings the attendance averaged 110, and the number of 
speakers who took part in the discussions averaged seven. 

The membership had considerably increased, the figures on April 
Ist being: Members, 143; Associate Members, 546 ; Associates. 20; 
Graduates, 94; Students, 375 ; total, 1,178, as againat a total of 984 
last year and 833 in the year 1918-19. Inthe Liverpool Sub-Centre 
the membership had reached 367. The Committee of the Preston 
Sub-Centre had decided to discontinue as a Sub- Oentre on account 
of their meetings overlapping with those of the English Electric 
Engineering Society, which already covered practically the whole 
of the membership in Preston. Eight meetings of the Students' 
Section had been held. 

The report was adopted on the motion of the chairman, who 
described it as highly satisfactory. He was especially pleased 
that the increase of membership was mainly among the students, 
whose number had increased during the year from 222 to 376. 
A request signed by 56 members had been receiv.d by the Com- 
mittee that informal meetings should be held during the session 
at which the younger members wculd be encouraged to speak, no 
reports b.iog pub.i:hed. That request would be given careful 
considerat on. 

Votes of thanks were passed to the retiring chairman, the hon. 
secretary, Mr. Ellis, and the other officers. The eiection of officers 
for the next year resulted as follows :— 

Chairman: Alderman W. Walker. 

Vice Cha rmen : Mr. A. S. Barnard aud Mr. G. A. Juhlin. 

Hon Secretary and Treasurer : Mr. A. G. Ellis. 

New Members of Committee: Messrs. A, G. Livesay, C, D. Taite, 
R. Townend. 

NORTH-WESTERN STUDENTS’ SECTION.— The annual meeting of 
this Section was held at Manchester, on April 6th; Mr. 8. 
Chadwick was in the chair, and was re-elected chairman. 
A sat ie factory account was given of the Section, which embraces 
Lancashire and Cheshire (excluding Liverpool) and numbers 
about 250 members. Mr. W. T. Anderson gave a Jautern lecture 
entitled “From factory to face, or the history of a colliery cable." 
—Marciester Guardian. 

LIVERPOOL SUB-CENTRE OF THE NORTH-WESTERN CENTRE.— 
In the absence of Sir William Nuble, Mr. T. E. Herbert read the 
paper on The Long Distance Telephone System of the United 
Kingdom," before the Liverpool Sub- Centre on April llth. The 
Meeting was the largest of the session, with an attendance of 140. 
Mr. A. J. Eames opened the discussion, and dealt in a general way 
with the telephone system. Mr. Harrison briefly discussed the 
paper, and related one or two telephonic experiences of his recent 
American tour. Mr. Holttum criticised some of the figures in the 
appendices, and suggested modifications which, in his opinion, 
would make the tables more complete. Dr. Marchant discussed 
the paper, and said how pleased he was to observe such a large 
audience, which more or less confirmed the opinion expressed in 
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his chairman's address, when he indicated that he thought the 
Sub-Centre should develop and encourage discussions on telephonic 
Subjects. Mr. Mercer discussed the paper from the cable manu- 
facturers' point of view. Mr. Pratt outlined some developments, 
and made sympathetic reference to the work of the late Mr. C. E. 
Hay. Mr. Bolton asked some questions relating to Continental 
practice. Mr. Herbert replied to the discussion in detail in a 
manner which was very much appreciated by the audience. 

NoRTB-EASTERN CENTRE.—A meeting of the members of the 
Centre was held at Armstrong College, Newcastle-on-Tyne, on 
April 11th. It had been expected that Mr. E. A. Watson would be 
present to read his paper upon Magnetos for Ignition Purposes 
in Internal Combustion Engines,” but, unfortunately, the disorga- 
nisation of the train service consequent upon the miners’ strike 
prevented his getting to Newcastle, he having lost a connection 
at Birmingham. Under these circumstances, Mr. Thomas Carter 
kindly contributed a Few Notes on Power- Factor Correction," 
which were listened to with interest. 


Conjoint Board of Scientific Societies.—The Board has decided to 
discontinue the publication of the annual calendar and fort- 
nightly Bulletin of acientific meetings (“ Diary of Scientific and 
Technical Societies’), owing to the heavy printing liabilities 
inourred. 

S.A. Institute of Electrical Engineers.—In the course of his 
inaugural address, delivered on February 17th last. Mr. L. B. 
Woodworth (President) commented upon the Institute's progress. 
In 1910 the total membership was 205, and the bank balance £189. 
At the end of 1920 the Institute had 489 members and £1,095 in 
funds, having given, in addition, £500 in aid of the Associated 
Sc.entific and Technical Societies of South Africa, of which body 
De. A. J. Orenstein was recently elected President. 


Association of Mining Electrical Engineers.—In a paper read 
before the Ayrshire Branch of the Association, Mr. G. Mii-len, 
colliery manager, Irvine, said one of the great causes of reduced 
oatput in mines was the fact that so few of the men in charge of 
mechanical coal-cutters were competent for the work. Through 
neglect, machines frequently broke down, with the result that men 
were thrown idle. The machines depreciated in value, and output 
was greatly reduced. The men were not to blame, because they 
had never had an opportunity of learning and understanding the 
mechanism of the machines under their charge. Men should be 
taught the function of each part of the machine and its proper 
care, but mine owners and n iners’ leaders seemed quite indifferent 
to the practical education of the workmen. 


Royal lostitutlon.— Oa Thur:day, April 21st, Mr. H. S. Foxwell 
begins a course: of two lectures on " Nationalisation and Bureau- 
oracy." The Friday evening discourse on April 22nd will be 
delivered by Sir James Walker, on E:ectro-Synthesis in Organic 
Chemistry.” 

Institute of Physics.— The meeting to inaugurate the Insti- 
tute of Physics will take place on April 27th, at 6 p m.. in the Hall 
of the Institution of Civil Enzineers, Great George Street, West- 
minster. Sir Richard Glazebrook, K. C. B., President, will pre- 
sidé, and Sir J. J. Thomson, O.M., will deliver an address. 
Mr. A. J. Balfour is expected to be present and to extend a 
welcome to the Institute. Non-members of the Institute or 
of the Societies associated with it may obtain tickets of admis- 
aion on application to the Secretary, 10, Essex Street, Strand 


. C. 2. : 

Paisley Association of Electrical Engineers.— The annua 
general ineetiog of the Association was held on April 6th. The 
s8207etary'8 and the treasurer's reports were read and approved. 
The following office-bearera and commit.ee were appointed for 
next ses-jon :—Pre,ident, Mr. W. R. Scott; vice-presidents, Messis, 
Joseph Savage, R. W. Dobson, and W. R. Bruce; hon. secretary, 
Mr. E. D. Anderson, BL ; hon. treasurer. Mr. J. M. Barbour; and 
committee. Messrs. D. E. Craven, D. M'Kay, James Orr, W. Blair 
Smith, and Q.o:ge Wright. 

Birmingham aod District Electric Club.—At a meeting held 
on April eh. Mr. Frank Forrest, M. I. E. E., gave an address upon 
the Birmingham municipal electricity supply undertaking. He 
traced its growth, and aiso reterred to the delimitation of areas 
under the Electricity (Supply) Act, 1919. 


Institution of Productiou Englueers.— The second meeting in 
connection with the formation of the above Institution was held 
on April 2nd, when Mr. Cecil F. Hammond, of Coventry, presided 
over a large attendance. 

In an opening speech, the Chairman referred to the way in 
which the Provisional Council came into being, and added that 
they, the Provisional Council, had found it necessary to constitute 
themselves under a memorandum of association into an incorporated 
Institution, and under the proposed articles it would be seen that 
the Council had power to add further members up to 26. 

After a thoroughly interesting discussion. a resolution was put 
to *he meeting and unanimously carried : " That the memorandum 
of association be accepted.” 

Subsequently the meeting discussed in detail the proposed 
articles of association and by-laws as provisionally draftei by the 
Council. 

The proprietors of Engineering Production are to be approached 
with a view to making that journal the official organ. 

Midland Institute of Mining, Civil and Mechanical Engineers.— 
At a meeting of the Institute. neld in Doncaster, on April 2nd, Mr. 
S. Diggle read a paper on Electrical Haulage and the Elimina- 
tion of Pit Ponies.’ In his paper, the author gave particulars of 
the improvements effected in this direction at the pit, of which he 
has charge. The substitution of e.ectrical for horse haulage gave 
vastly improved service at a lower cost. 


OUR PERSONAL COLUMN. 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
technical or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW posted as tu their motements. 


ACCORDING to the daily Press, PROF. EINSTEIN has 

an invitation of the Council of the University of Manchester to 
give a lecture at the University during his visit to England in the 
near future. 

Mr. S. F. Cox has been appointed managing director of Electrical 
Devices, Ltd., of 18-20, Collingwood Street, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Bradford Corporation Advisory and Co-ordination Committee, 
last week, post poned for six months the question of salary increases 
for Corporation officials; the p:oposals involve an addition of 
£6,330 to the expenditure on wages and salaries. 

Bury Town Council, despite opposition, has decided to increase 
the salary of its tramway manager from £500 to £600 per year, 
in addition to bonus. 

Mr. Horace I. PALMER, chief traffic assistant, has been 
appointed traffic superintendent of the Liverpool Corporation Tram- 
ways at £650 per year. Mr. J. Wood, chief traffic clerk, has been 
promoted to the position of chief traffic assistant at £500 per year. 

Last week, at the Halifax Tramways Club, the employés of the 
department gathered to present a silver tray and case of cutlery to 
Me. J. C. CAIRD, late tramwsy manager, whose place has had to 
be filled, owing to his continued ill-health. For the same reason 
Mr. Caird was not able to be present, but Mr. W. M. Rogerson, 
electrical engineer, undertook to convey the gifts to him, and on 
Mr. Caird's behalf, thanked the gathering. 

Nelson Town Council is asking all Corporation servants to forgo 
any increases of salary to which they msy be entitled. Wallasey 
Town Council has decided that all war bonuses shall cease at the 
end of July. In other districts there is determined opposition to 
any further increases of salary or wages. 

The friends of Mr. A. J. Davis, electrical engineer, Pigeon 
House power station, Dublin, have presented him with a wallet of 
Treasury notes and other gifts on his leaving for Canada. 

Mr. C. SYLVESTER, who was until recently situated st Jamaica 


. ig now holding the position of Lecturer in Electrical Engineering 


at the Municipal Technical School at St. Helens. 

MR. C. J. ELLIOTT, chief electrical engineer to the Calico Printen 
Association, Ltd., was married on 8th inst. to Miss Winifred Pegler. 
of Cheltenham. 

Mh. E. J. H. BLUETT, A. M. I. E. E., electrical engineer to the Ascot 
District Gas and Electricity Oo. since the inauguration of the e:ec- 
tricity supply in 1907, has resigned from that position and entefed 
into partnership with Messrs. John Drake & Co., electrical engineers. 
Sunningdale, with branch establishments at Egham and Englefield 
Green. 


Obituary.— Mr. G. BRAULIK.—We regret to record the death, on 
April] 6th, after a few week» illness, of Mr. George Braulik, of 
8, Lambeth Hil, E.C. 

Mr. BERTRAM BLOUNT, F.I.C.—We regret to read in the Times 
" Deaths " column that Mr. Bertram Blount, F.I.O., pa:sed awa, 
on April 9th, at 48, Bedford Gardens, Campden Hill, London, a: 
the age of 54 years. Mr. Blount was the author of a work ou 
Practical Electio-Chemistry,“ a subject on which he was a well- 
known authority. 


WIIIs.— MB. JAMES KEITH, managing director of James K:ith 
and Blackman & Co., Ltd., left 8115.160 gross, and £107,630 ret 
personal: y. 

Tne EARL OF GALLOWAY, a director of W. T. Henley's Teleg ap 
Works Co., Ltd., left £28,446. 


NEW COMPANY REGISTERED. 


Electrical Devices, Ltd. (174,038).— Private company. 
Registered April 4th, Capital, £1,000 in £1 shares. To carry on the business 
of dealers in electrical supplies, accumulators, engines, chassis, cables, Wires, 
lamps, dynamos, carbons, &c. The subscribers (cach with one share) are: 
J. R. Cox, 17, Douglas Road, N.1, manufacturer; W. Dunscombe, 11, Melfort 
Road, Thornton Heath, electrical engineer; A. T. Dowles, 79, First Avenue, 
Manor Park, E. 12, accountant. The first directors are not named. Solicitor. 

L. D. Zeffertt, 17, Coleman Street, E.C. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


Berry's Electric, Ltd.—Mortgage dated March 21st, 1921, 


to secure all moneys due or to become due from company to London Joint 
City & Midland Bank, Ltd., charged on certain freehold land, buildings 
machinery, &c., in Spring Road, Yardley, Birmingham. 

Jackson Electric Stove Co., Ltd.—Satisfaction in full on 
June 17th, 1920, of debentures dated July 23rd, 1913, securing £900. 


Gratze, Ltd.—Debenture dated April lst, 1921, to secure 


£2,000, charged on company's undertaking and property, including uncalled 
capital. Holder: R. W. Nuttall, Briarfield, Walton-on-the-HHill. 


Switchgear & Cowans, Ltd.—Issue on March 3lst, 1921, 
of £1,000 debentures, part of a series already registered. 


Alliance Electrical Co., Ltd. (166,835).— Capital, £10.00 
in £1 shares. Return dated February 26th, 1921. 3,854 shares taken up, " 
per share paid up in cash and 10s. per share credited as paid. Mortgages 
anc chat cs; Nil. 
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CITY NOTES. 


For the year 1920 the gross  protits 
Urban Electric amounted to £90,979, us compared with 
Supply Co., Ltd. 459.821 for the previous year. £060,680 is 
carried to the net profit and loss account. 
Interest, debenture stock redemption, and income tax absorb 
460.815. 41.322 is brought forward, 425,000 is placed to 
reserve for depreciation, and £2,163 is carried forward. The 
report states that the directors feel that despite the substan- 
tially improved results shown, they are not yet in a position 
to recommend the resumption of a dividend on the cuinulative 
preference shares, the whole of the company's cash resources 
berng still required to meet its current needs. The enlarged 
powers waich the Electricity Commissioners and the Ministry 
of Transport are seeking to enable them to revise maxunum 
prices irrespective of the lunitations imposed by the Statutory 
Undertakings (Temporary Increase of Charges) Act, 1918, 
have not yet been obtained, and consequently those under- 
takings which have been able to obtain only the inadequate 
19 55 afforded under the terms of that Act are still restricted 
thereto. 
The following table shows the connected load in kW und 
profits for the years 1919 and 1920:— 


Load in kw. 


Wd. 3555 
1919. 1920. 1919. 1920. 
Hawick ps oe o. 5. — 8,810 4.146 £5,608 £10,758 


Profits. 


Stamford Su wa as e 1,524 1,931 2,,08 1,358 
Weybridge and Walton .. a8 1,170 4,470 4,990 6,001 
Godalming .. xs s $5 4,032 2,192 1,715 5.314 
Twickenham and District 11,416 12,677 11.919 22,319 
Dartmouth .. w ze ae 1,121 1,189 1,859 1,587 
Camborne, Redruth & Cornwall.. v,272 9,064 7,084 4,735 
Newton Abbot ae Ps v 1,895 2,097 8,226 2.840 
Grantham  .. "E s 888 2,255 2,139 6,995 7,069 
Glossop s T 2 s 1,016 1,709 4,934 6,125 
Berwick - 88 22 ex 1,450 1,356 loss, 720 2,449 
Caterham we ae ne ote 1,213 1.889 1.607 1,950 
Newbury ee ix T" is 1,159 1,534 716 5,40 
Cornwail Co. e i s — -- 7. 0 7,200 
Penzance Co. - AR EM — — 169 621 


Totals .. ee 459,784 £83,707 


Lianelly & District Electric Lighting & Traction Co., Ltd. 
—At the annual meeting held lust week Mr. A. R. Holland, 
who presided, said that the year had been one of great ditti- 
culty, but they were enabled to recommend the maintenance 
of the dividend as in 1919. Their power business continued to 
develop very satisfactorily, and many new and important con- 
sumers had been connected. The business was sutticient to 
fully and profitably employ the new plant, and given normal 
conditions the prospects were good. The directors had under 
consideration the terins of a proposed new issue of capital. 


The report for 1920, submitted at the 
first annuul meeting, held yesterday, at 
Birmingham, shows that the balance of 
profit, after charging all expenses, includ- 
ing directors’ and management remuneration, maintenance and 
depreciation of properties, plant and fixtures, and also after 
providing reserves for estimated income tax, corporation tax, 
and excess profits duty, is 424, 353, from which has to be 
deducted the proportion of profit to June Ist, payable to the 
vendor under the agreement for sale and purchase, £9,906, 
leaving a balance of £14,397. A dividend on the ordinary 
shares at the rate of 7} per cent. per annum as from thie 
date of allotinent of shares, June 22nd, 1920, up to December 
alst. 1920, less income tax. requires £8,255; it is proposed to 
write off half the preliminary expenses, £4,660, and to carry 
forward £1,452. The sales for 1920 were the largest in the 
history of the business, but the serious trade depression, with 
its accompanying heavy fall in values, adversely affected the 
profits during the latter part of the year. The new London 
premises have now been adapted to the company’s special 
requirements, and have been occupied since November last. 
The old London leasehold property has been sold satisfactorily. 
The company has acquired extensions to its freehold properties 
in Birmingham, but no building development has been put 
in hand. 


16,882 


W. Canning 
and Co., Ltd. 


During 1920 there was an increase of 


Folkestone 16,981 8 c.p. lamps, making 198.808; this 
nei) d was the largest increase the company has 
Supply Co., Ltd. experienced. Including the receipts from 


hired installations, the profit on revenue 
accounts from the three undertakings was £14,918, an increase 
of £611. Adding £939 brought forward, and interest on in- 
vestments, &c., and allowing for interest on debenture stock 
and bank overdraft and dividend on preference shares, the 
balance is £10,996. Out of this £7,019 has been carried to 
depreciation fund, making it £64,324. Dividend at the rate of 
43 per cent., less income tax, on the ordinary shares for the 
year: carried forward £832. The payment of the dividend 
recommended is subject to the consent of the Electricity Com- 
missioners which has vet to be obtained. The directors have 
under consideration the question of carrying out in the imme- 
diate future a substantial canital outlav in connection with 
plant extensions, to cope with the extra demands made on 
the company’s station. Negotiations have been entered into 
with the Air Ministry for the supply of electricity to the Hawk- 
inge Aerodrome, a contract has been prepared in connection 
with the public lighting of Cheriton, and other contracts are 


* 


being negotiated, in addition to substantial increases made 
from time to time in connection with ordinary private supplies. 
To cope with these demands it is necessary to lay down further 
plant, which will entail a considerable expenditure. Under 
these circumstances the shareholders will be asked at the 
meeting to-day at Folkestone to pass a resolution authorising 
the directors to raise or borrow an additional sum of £20,000 
over and above the present issue sanctioned of £100,000. It 
is not intended to raise the whole of this sum at once, and 
for present purposes a temporary advance of not exceeding 
£20,000 will meet the company’s requirements. 

Ihe report of the Tramways de Rouen 
Co. states that the receipts for the year 
were 09,230,490 fr., and the expenses 
9,700,650 fr., leaving a gross deficit on the working of 417,260 
fr., which, adding thereto the balance of interest and other ac- 
counts, and the service of the loan, brought the deficit up to 
819,877 fr., less the carry over cf the foregoing year of 175,004 
fr., leaving the net debit. balance. 046,153. fr. Jo remedy 
this shortuge on the working, the company had obtained from 
the superior authority, with the agreement of the City of 
Rouen, the approval of various modifications in the system of 
lines and an increase on the fares. These modifications were, 
however, only of a provisional and inadequate character, and 
to further ease the situation the City of Rouen had made 
various advances to the company, the total of which up to 
December 3lst, 1920, had risen to 1,085,925 fr. Further steps 
had likewise been taken with the city authorities to establish 
a tariff régime more in accordance with existing economie 
conditions. As an outcome of the rise in the price of coal 
and the resulting increased cost of electrical energy, the work- 
ing of certain of the tramway lines on steep slopes had become 
so burdensome that it had been decided, with the assent of 
the city, to suspend these services until the cost of electricity 
had sunk to a level allowing of their working without loss to 
the company. 


France. 


Prospectus.—Central Electric Supply Co.—This company 
has this week been offering: £900,000 8 per cent. secured and 
guaranteed. notes, Which are unconditionally guaranteed as 
to principal and interest by the St. James's & Vall Mall Elec- 
tric Lighting Co. and the Westminster Electric Supply Cor- 
poration. The price of issue is 97, and the notes are repay- 
able in April, 1926, or earlier on specified terms. As our 
readers are already aware. the proceeds ure required for the 
purpose of new plant and machinery and for extensions at 
Grove Road bulk supply station. The list was to close yester- 
day, Thursday. | 

City of London Electric Lighting Co., Ltd.— This company’s, 
new issue of £500,000 second cumulative preference shares 
and £94,050 ordinary (all £1 shares) was to have been pub- 
lished on Monday, but was postponed until Wednesday on 
account of the strike. 

Sweden.—The directors of the Elektriska A.B. Eck of 
Partille report a loss cf 291,000 kr. in 1920, which is covered 
by a transfer from the reserve fund. Notwithstanding the 
labour dispute for two months at the beginning of the year, 
the working results were favourable, but they were dislocated 
by the unprecedented fall in. prices of all kinds of materials 
and manufactures towards the close of the year. In 1919 a 
loss of 905,000 kr. was incurred, a8 it was found necessary 
considerably to write down the stocks of goods and installation 
materials. This was met partly bv the absorption of the 
balance forward and partly by transfer from the reserve fund. 

The Austrian Felten & Guilleaume Co.—The accounts of 
Felten & Guilleauine, Fabrik Elektrischer Kabel, Stahl, und 
Kupferwerke A.G., of Vienna, indicate net profits of 28,520,000 
crowns for 1920, or 21.480.000 crowns more than in the pre- 
vious vear, and the dividend is at the rate of 30 per cent., as 
against 17 per cent. It has been decided to increase the share 
capital from 90,000,000 to 50,000,000 crowns. 

Monte Video Telephone Co., Ltd.—Interim dividend on 
the ordinarv shares for the half-year at the rate of 6 per 
cent, per annum, free of tax. 

Lancashire Dynamo & Motor Co., Ltd.—The financial 
Press records a final dividend of 61 per cent. on the ordinary 
shares, making 10 per cent. for the year. 

Castner:Kellner Alkali Co., Ltd.—The directors announce 
a dividend at the rate of 16 per cent. per annum for the past 
half-year. 

Belgium.—I.a Société des Cableries et Trefileries T.eigeo- 
ises, of Renorv-Angleur, is paying a dividend of 6 per cent. 


‘for the last financial year. 


Stock Exchange Notices.—The undermentioned have been 
order to be officiallv quoted:— 

Henlev’s (W. T.) Telegraph Works Co.. Ltd.—250.000 ordi- 
nary shares of £l each, fully paid. Nos. 400,001 to 650,000. 

English Electric Co., Ltd.—A dividend of 8 per cent., less 
tax, on the ordinary shares is announced. 

Reyrolle & Co.. Ltd.—A dividend of 124 per cent. on the 
ordinary shares is announced. 

Direct United States Cable Co., Ltd.—Final dividend of 
4s. per share, less tax, making a total of 4 per cent. for the 
year. 
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STOCKS AND SHARES. 


TUESDAY EVENING. 


Prices of Stock Exchange securities have been blown about 
by every breath of idle rumour concerning the coal crisis and 
tne various conferences that have arisen therefrom. On this 
(luesday) evening the markets left oll in a somewhat nervous 
condition, with gossip taking an unfavourable view of the out- 
look. Investment stocks, however, are well maintained, and 
Government issues improved, on the assumption that cheaper 
money is close at hand. This had a strengthening etlect upon 
the War Loan and, through its agency, upon the other purely 
investment securities. But the general tendency was inclined 
to heaviness, and business dwindled to a mere shade of what 
it was, say, twelve months ago. | 

In the railway market, Underground Electric Income Bonds 
have risen another 2 points to 694, making 6 within a tort- 
night. The £10 shares, however, slipped back to 13. What 
the Underground group would do in the event of a strike is 
naturally a topic of eager debate. It is recalled that during 
the strike of October, 1919, the District and some of the otlier 
tube imes managed to maintain a volunteer service, but unless 
report spoke wrongly, a good deal of damage was caused by 
the operation of complicated machinery in unskilled hands. 
The ‘Lube group, however, has always stood more or less apart 
from the others, and while steum stocks weakened in price, the 
Underground Income Bonds, as already mentioned, have fur- 
ther advanced. Metropolitans are 2 better at 244, while Dis- 
tricts added the fraction at 144. Central London deferred stock 
at 224 is up 5; the Assented deferred remains at 433. 

Declaration by the English Electric Co. of 8 per cent. divi- 
dend on its ordinary shares has come as a pleasant piece ot 
news for this particular department. Some had feared that 
the dividend would be cut to 5 per cent. ‘lhe report is awaited 
with no little interest. There is, however, no particular change 
in prices of manufacturing shares. General Electrics are easier 
at 22s. Both classes of the company's preference—the 64 per 
cent. and the 71 per cent.—are Gd. lower at 188. Babcock & 
Wilcox receded to 26s. 3d. 

It may be useful to point out that English Electric 8 per 
cent. 6-year Notes, which were issued at 98, can be bought at 
954 with a full half-year's interest in July next. They are 
redeemable in 1927 at 103, or can be paid off after 1923 at the 
same price. The company's 53 per cent. sinking fund first 
mortgage debentures are obtainable at 834, with interest in 
January and July, affording a yield of £6 12s. per cent. These 
are repayable in 1940 at 103, by a cumulative sinking fund of 
24 per cent. per annum. The Central Electric Co. has pub- 
lished its prospectus of £500,000 8 per cent. secured and 
guaranteed Notes offered at 97 per cent. They fall due in 1923 
unless redeemed earlier at a premium. The St. James's & 
Pall Mall Electric Light Co. and the Westminster Electric 
Supply Corporation guarantee the notes, and the security is 
admirable. The only objection which can possibly be raised is 
the fact of redemption occurring five years hence, when, of 
course, money may possess a value very different from what it 
commands to-day. In other words, the investment is a short- 
dated one, although this in the eyes of a good many people 
will be an advantage and no drawback, inasmuch as the brief 
tenure of the Notes will have the effect of keeping up the price 
during the interval. The City of London prospectus of 600.000 
8 per cent. second preference and 94,050 ordinary shares to be 
offered at 20s, and 22s. 6d. respectively has not made its appear- 
ance up to the time that these paragraphs are written. The 
underwriting was finished, however, some days ago, and the 
preference underwriters received 3 per cent. commission with 
4 per cent. over-riding. Sub-underwriters receive, of course, a 
little less. i 


Gross revenue. Gross expenses, 


———— FE P rre du cpm. 

! 1918. 1990. 1913. 1920. 
Brompton... coe £56,482 £103,372 £24,984 £F9469 
Charing Cross, W. E... 151,240 311,045 66,866 208 214 
Do. Oity... 149,819 418,716 80.639 355,061 
Chelsea ove e. 72,602 115.404 35,052 13,530 
City of London , 311,822 619,391 139,724 438,132 
County of London ... 255,670 698 625 120,534 454,372 
Kensington and K. ... 81,859 127.141 17,079 97.107 
London — e. 162 854 372,230 91,101 272,743 
Metropolitan. 217,605 516,594 111317 318,638 
St. James’... „ 146, 161 227.959 94,010 187,012 
South Metropolitan ... 65,635 193,037 24,065 116,216 
Westminster ... eee 256,800 401,040 154,254 315,726 


Prices of the various cable stocks are a trifle less steady than 
usual, owing to the fact that a few shares have come in at a 
time when investors, even in these shares, are not particularly 
anxious to increase their engagements. However, as soon as 
the strike clouds are rolled away, there is every reason to sup- 
pose that the strength of the market will be resumed. The 
firm spot in this group is Marconi ordinary. Humorists attri- 
bute the month's rise to the fact that the Italian Ambassador, 
Senor de Martino, paid a visit to the Stock Exchange last 
Monday. A more practical reason for the improvement is. of 
course, that mentioned on several occasions here, namely, that 
the optimists expect a payment of 20 per cent. dividend to be 
declared shortly. If this is done, it would make 25 per cent. 
for the year, the same as that which was paid in the preceding 
twelve months. With the price of the parent shares, that of 


the preference has also strengthened to 21. Canadian Mar. 
conis are also better at 6s. Yd., while Radio Common keep 
about 9s. and the preferred at 11s. 6d. 

lhe accounts of the various electricity supply companies are 
now all published, and it is possible to compure the figures 
with those of the preceding years. We think it may interest 
a good many readers to notice how gross revenue and expenses 
have both gone up since the outbreak of war. Therefore, 
taking the figures for 1913, we add those just published in 
respect of 1920, and they compare as shown in the accompany- 
ing table. mE 8. 5 | 

Business in this section is so quiet that the only alteration 
oa the week is a fall of sixpence in City of London ordinary 
shares. . 

[n the foreign traction department, Brazil Tractions dropped 
2 to 35. What little French support had been forthcoming for 
these shares is now withdrawn, and the market is dull. 
Mexicans, on the .other hand, are somewhat better, despite 
absence of news. from Mexico. Mexican Light & Power First 
Bonds are 2 up at 62. There are also improvements in Pachuca 
and several other bonds in Mexican utility companies. Anglo- 
Argentine ‘Tramways second preference receded to.3. . 

Metropolitan-Vickers ordinary are lower at 18s. 6d., the pre- 
ference remaining. about 35s. Vickers and other armament 
shares have strengthened to a modest extent. The rubber 
share market remains moribund. In the annual report of the 
Stock Exchange, just issued, it is shown that the Managers 
spent £5,591 upon ' electric ` power, working expenses and 
maintenance.“ This is nearly £4,000 more than the same item 
absorbed in the previous year. It has been found necessary to 
renew the electric installation throughout the Stock Exchange, 
and the carrying out of the work 1s responsible for much of 
the increase in the charge under this head. 


SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. 
Home ELECTRICITY COMPANIES x 
Dividend Price 
April 12 Yield. 


— — A 
1919. 1920. 1921. Rise or fall. p. 
Brompton Ordinary.. T .. 12 12 6 — stw 0 0 
Charing Cr. ss Ordinary "EE | 8 Si — 10 6 6 
do. do. do. 44Pref... 4$ 43 9 — 888 
Chelsea.. "s 2s P - 4 6 8 — 10 00 
City of London - 92 s. I8 14 - 29/8 —6d, 14 010 
do. do. 6 per cent. Pref... 6 6 18/- — 618 4 
County of London .. f T 8 7B . — 10 910 
do. do. 6 per cent. Pref... 6 6 b — 7 10 0 
Kensington Ordinary i ix 7 9 4à — 10 18 1 
London Electric í T T 24 24 1 — 7 10 0 
do. do. 6 per cent. Pref... 6 6 23 3 10 18 1 
Metropolitan .. D : 53 6 7 81 — 10 15 4 
do. 44 per cent. Pref. , 43 4) 214 oo 718 3 
St. James’ aud Pall Mall. . 12 12 8 — 10 0 0 
South London 25 Ju 6 — 2938 — 9 310 
South Metropolitan Pref... s 7 1 15/9 * —- B 17 10 
Westminster Ordinary  .. - 10 10 4 — 915 1 
TELEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES. 
1918 1919 
Anglo-Am. Tel. Pref. i - 6 6 7 —1 1M 0 
do. Det... 8 .. 55/6 13 15 — 9 : 6 
Chile felephone .. , .. „% B 6 82 — & 6 8 
Cuba Sub. Ord. `.. T „ 7 Q., — 10 15 4 
Eastern Extension .. 10 10 16 — e 5.0 
Eastern Tel. Ord. .. T" En 8 10 160 — 6 5 0 
Globe Tel. and T. Oord. 8 10 155 — 6 6 0 
do. do. Pref... "S 6 EM x — 618 1 
Great Northern Tel. da .. $2 931 22 — 10 0 0 
Indo-European ve và .. 18 10 80 — 8 6 8 
Marconi us bg . . 95 25 215 +4 = 
Oriental Telephone Ord... .. 10 12 2.4 — 5 9 1 
United R. Plate Tel. 8 8 a. - 610 8 
West India and Panama .. .. 18 Nil . x = Nil. 
Western Telegraph.. we is 8 10 16 .- 6 5 0 
Home RAILS. 7 l 
1919 1920 ; 
Central London Ord. Assented .. 4 4 - 444 — 900 
Metropolitan . m - 2x 13 13 2 49 6 2 4 
ao. District  .. .. Nit Nil 14 + i Nil 
Underground Electric Ordinary.. Nil Nil >` 1l = Nil 
do. do. “At Nik Nil: k / — Nil 
do. do. Income .. 4 2 - 694 - 42 217 
Foreicn Trams, &c. 
1913 1919 . 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref. .. Nil 53 98 — 10 9 
do. do. 2nd Pref. .. Ni Nil B. — Nil 
do. do. , 5 Deb. "m 5 5 594 — 8 80 
Brazil Tractions  .. va .. Ni Ni , 35 —2 Nil 
British Columbia Elec. Rly. Pfce. 6 6 65 — 9 110 
do., do. Preferred 24. 5 64 — *8 14 '0 
do. do. Deferred Ni B 51 — 1 6 
do. do. Deb. 44 41 56 — 19 8 
Mexico Trams 5per cent. Bonds.. Nu Nil 89 — Nil 
do. 6 per cent. Bonds. Nil Nil ni > : Nil 
Mexican Light Common .. .. Nil Nil 12 — Ni 
do. Pref. s o. Nil Nil 18 — Nil 
do. 1st Bonds .. .. Ni Nil 62 +2 Nil 
MANUFACTURING COMPANIES. : ; 
Babcock & Wilen .. 15 15 ay — k 6 10 ; 
British Aluminium Ord, .. .. 10 10 17/8 — il : 0 
British Insulated Ord.  .. .. 123 15 lf — 91 à 
Callenders  .. ue ee .. 28 165 14 — 10 18 1 
LL 63 Pref, os ee es 64 3 17/6 m 1 8 0 
Crompton Ord. us 3x .. 10 10 15/9 — 14 11 
Edison-Swan .. - 36 .. 10 10 10/- = = 10 
do, do. Spercent. Deb. .. 6 5 70 =. 7 32 ^ 
Electric Construction .. 10 10 15/9 — 13 0 
English Electrio - 5 — 8 11/- zx 14 P ; 
Do. Pref. s . — 6 19 / LU 9 i5 
Gen. Elec. Pref.  .. J .. 63 63 18/- —6d 1 10 
do. Ord. e . q 000 10 22/- —6d * 
Henley : 95 15 17 — n ‘a6 
do. 43 Pref. be £s T 19 4} 8 — 
India Rubber a .. 10 10 — 9 3 10 
Met.-Vickers Pref. .. is = 8 A = 9 15.7 
Siemens Ord. - is .. 10 10 — «618 8 
Telegraph Con, .. 20 20 . W} — 


‘ * Dividends paid free of Inoomei Tax. 
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HE MEASUREMENT OF FREQUENCY AND SPEED. 


Some 


IN almost every branch of engineering the measurement 
of the speed of rotating machinery is a matter of import- 
anoe, but in none is accuracy so essential as in elec- 
trical engineering. This being so, it is curious 
how limited is the number of instruments available for 
the purpose, more especially when it is desirable, as 
is so often the case, for the. speed to be observed at a 
distance from the machine in question. This con- 
dition at once rules out the revolution counter and 
the mechanical tachometer, which, however useful in 
themselves, are necessarily limited in their applications. 

One of the most useful of tachometers is the resonance 


PER MINUTE 
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Fic. 1.—RESONANCE PATTERN TACHOMETER. 


pattern, in which a ''comb"' of tuned steel reeds’ is 
rigidly attached to the machine whose speed is to be 
determined. Since the vibration of a running machine 
is due solely to a want of balance, it follows that the 
frequency of vibration is equal to the speed of revolu- 
tion, and if it can be transmitted to a set of tuned 
reeds (see fig. 2), the one whose free period is equal to 
that of the vibrations will be set swinging in resonance, 
and forms a ready means of determining the speed. In 
practice it is only. necessary to mount the instrument 
on the machine itself, no form of transmission being 
required. These instruments, one of which is shown 


Fia. 2.—-ELEVATION AND SECTION or FREQUENCY METER. 


in fig. 1, are particularly useful in connection with 
turbo-generators, the speed of which it is difficult to 
determine by any other means. | 
Below, say, 1,000 revolutions per minute, the reeds 
become somewhat ‘‘ unwieldy,” and it is preferable to 
increase the number of vibrations for each revolution 
of the machine. This is readily done in the case of a 
rotating shaft by fitting it with a cam having two, four, 
or any other number. of projections, against which 
presses a small roller connected in any convenient way 
to the indicator, as, for example, by a stretched wire or 


Everett-Edgcumbe Instruments. 


cord. By this means speeds from the lowest to the 
highest can be measured with the utmost ease and pre- 
cision, ` 

Since in electrical work the speed of revolution and 
the frequency are so intimately connected, it may be 
convenient to deal at the same time with instruments 
for the measurement of both these quantities. The best 
known frequency. meter is probably the resonance or 
vibrating ‘reed pattern, which is unsurpassed for accu- 
racy and permanence. It is shown in section in fig. 2. 
The flexible reeds, each tuned to a definite frequency, 
surround a central electromagnet which is excited from 
the source, the frequency of which is to be measured. 


FIG. 3. Fia. 4. 


All the reeds are attracted once during each half cycle, 
that is to say, twice per cycle. The motion, however, is 
too small to be visible except in the case of the particu- 
lar reed whose free period of vibration corresponds to 
the frequency of the current, and which is, therefore, 
set in resonant vibration. This is at once noticeable, 
owing to the fact that the reed swings from side to side 
so as to bridge over the circular slot in the dial at that 
point. | m | 

Such an instrument is extremely accurate and per- 
manent in its indications, but is necessarily somewhat 
less easy to read than one provided with a pointer mov- 
ing over a graduated scale. For this reason a con- 
siderable demand has arisen for a deflectional frequency 
meter. The connections of the Everett-Edgcumbe in- 
strument of this pattern are shown in fig. 3. The moving 
element consists of a pair of soft iron needles fixed to 
a staff centred in jewels and carrying a pointer. The 
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two coils, acting upon the needles, are connected — the 
one through a choking coil and the other through a 
condenser—across the source of supply. The constants 
of the circuits are so chosen that, at normal frequency, 
the action of each coil upon its respective soft iron 
needle is the same. Under these conditions, therefore, 
the pointer stands in the centre of the scale, whilst a 
rise of frequency is accompanied by an increase of cur- 
rent through the one coil and a decrease through thé 
other, thus deflecting the pointer to the right, and vice 
versa. The result is à long and open scale having 
wide divisions at the centre, or normal point, but closed 
up somewhat towards the two ends, which is the ideal 
form of scale for an instrument of this class. Fig. 6 
shows, half size, the scale of one of these instruments 
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with a range of 40-60 cycles, and from this the clearness 
and openness of the divisions will be apparent. 

It is evident, from the principle of action just de- 
scribed, that by careful design any change of voltage 
can be made to give a corresponding change of current 
through each coil, thus leaving the reading unaffected. 
How well this condition is fulfilled in practice will be 
clear from the following extract from a report by the 
National Physical Laboratory on a 100-volt instru- 
ment:— . 

The instrument was tested at 70, 110, and 150 


Fic. 7.—TRANSMITTER (OPEN PATTERN). 


volts on a circuit the wave shape of which approximated 
closely to a sine curve. The accuracy of the instrument 
at these voltages was found to be identical.“ 

The report continues: — 

** Further observations on the instrument were taken 
on & circuit the wave shape of which was of the form 
of an isosceles triangle, with small ripples superposed."' 

The results obtained with 100 volts on the instrument 
were as follows: 


Instrument True frequency True frequency 


reading. sine wave. triangular wave. 
60 60.0 59.6 
55 54.7 54.3 
50 50.2 49.9 
45 44.8 44.5 
40 40.1 Not tested. 


These deflectional frequency meters have been largely 
used for the high frequencies (up to 1,000 cycles per 
second) met with in wireless work, and are particularly 
valuable for such a purpose, since the vibrating reed 
pattern is less suitable, the necessarily short and stubby 
reeds being difficult to distinguish when in vibration. 

Frequency meters can be graduated in revolutions 
per minute, and then afford an extremely accurate 
means of determining the speed of revolution of an 
alternator. Moreover, in order to obtain a permanent 
record of frequency or speed, the same principle can 
. readily be applied to a graphic instrument. 

Although not always directly applicable to industrial 
work, the stroboscopic method of measuring frequency 
and speed is of great importance, and it may be of 
interest to describe the use made of this method by 
Messrs. Everett, Edgcumbe & Co. in adjusting their 
frequency meters, &c. Fig. 4 shows, diagrammatically, 
an electrically-operated tuning fork, adjusted to give 
a definite frequency of 50 cycles per second. The electro- 
magnet a, when excited by means of the battery B, draws 
the two limbs of the fork together and, in so doing, 
breaks the circuit at the contact c ; the fork then springs 
back again, and is kept in vibration at a definite fre- 
quency, thus moving the attached slotted plate p from 
side to side with a definite frequency—in the case con- 
sidered, 50 complete vibrations per second. By this 
means, an eye looking through the slot has its field of 
view uncovered 100 times per second, that is, once as 
the limbs of the fork approach one another and again 
as they recede. 

Attached to the end of the shaft of the generator, the 
speed of which is to be controlled, is fixed a disk having 
drawn upon it a number of regular figures surrounded 
by a circle of 30 radial teeth, as shown in fig. 5. If 
this disk is rotated at a constant speed of 200 revolu- 


tions per minute, the number of teeth passing a given 
point each second will be (200 x 30)/60 —100, that is to 
say, each time the slot passes through the central posi- 
tion a fresh tooth is exposed to view at exactly the same 
spot, so that the ring appears stationary. If the speed 
of rotation is slightly less than 200 r.p.m., the teeth 
wil appear to rotate backwards, and vice versa. lí 
the speed is increased to 400 r.p.m. every alternate 
tooth will be exposed synchronously, and the disk will 
again appear stationary. This will recur at 600, 800, 
1,000 r.p.m.—for all speeds, in fact, which are mul. 
tiples of 200 r. p. in. 

Similar reasoning holds for the other figures, and by 
noting which of them is stationary at the same time 
as the toothed ring, it is easy to distinguish between 
the various speeds which cause the latter to stand still. 
The stroboscopic method is employed, in this way, to 
give a number of definite points on the scale of a stan- 
dard magneto speed indicator (described below), the 
transmitter of which is attached to the shaft of the alter- 
nator, and thus forms a sub-standard by means of which 
frequency and speed meters are adjusted and scaled. 

Instead of the operator looking through the slot p 
(fig. 4), it is sometiines more convenient to illuminate 
the disk (fig. 5) by intermittent flashes of light of de- 
finite frequency. This is readily done by causing the 
rays from a powerful source of light to fall upon the 
disk through the vibrating slot n. By this means, the 
disk is illuminated 100 times per second, and the 
various figures appear to rotate or to remain stationary 
in exactly the same way as has already been described. 

Innumerable cases arise in which it is required to 
measure the speed of rotating machinery at a distance, 
and for this purpose a magneto-electric transmitter 
connected to a moving-coil indicator has been developed. 
Fig. 7 shows the open pattern; it consists of a small 
magneto generator running in ball bearings and having 
a permanent magnet, and carbon brushes. The arma- 
ture resistance is very small, and armature reaction has 
been reduced to a negligible quantity, so that the ter- 
minal voltage is sensibly proportional to the speed of 
revolution. Two wires run from the transmitter to a 
moving-coil indicator, which may be of either the round, 
sector, or edgewise pattern, and can be installed at any 
required distance from the transmitter, for example, in 
the engineer's or manager's office. | 

The open pattern is effectively protected from dust, 
but for situations liable to excessive damp or dirt the 
enclosed transmitter is preferable. The latter form of 
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Fic. 8.—TEsTING EQUIPMENT FOR ELEOTRIC TRAINS. 


transmitter is perfectly watertight, glands and stuffing 
boxes being provided for the connecting leads and for 
the spindle. | 

Various methods are available for driving the trans- 
mitter. The armature speed is increased, by means of 
suitable gearing, to about 1,500 r.p.m., at normal 
speed, but in many cases it is possible to drive the 
magneto spindle direct from the machine under test. 
A short spiral coupling forms a very convenient means 
of so doing. If, however, this is not possible, owing 
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either to the speed being unsuitable or to the end of 
the shaft being inaccessible, a belt and pulley or a 
sprocket and chain are employed. The latter has nume- 
rous advantages, in particular, freedom from all slip, 
but for many purposes a flat belt and pulley are all 
that ia required. Both the sprocket and the pulley are 
shown in fig. 7. 

Needless to say, such transmitters can be employed 
to actuate a number of indicators situated in any con- 
venient positions, and are also particularly well adapted 
for use in connection with graphers to give a continuous 
graphic record of the speed. 

A very successful tramcar speed indicator was de- 
veloped by Messrs. Everett, Edgcumbe & Co. on this 
principle. It consists of a transmitter belted to the 
axle of the car or motor and connected to a watertight 
indicator at each end of the vehicle. Or, if preferred, 


Fic. 9.—SyNcHRONOUs MOTOR-DRIVEN TRANSMITTER. 


a single removable indicator can be employed, to be 
carried by the driver from end to end. Such speed 
indicators have proved of great value, both in prevent- 
ing accidents and for training the drivers to estimate 
speed correctly. 

In connection with electric trains, these speed indica- 
tors have been extensively used for testing purposes, 
either permanently installed in & test coach or as port- 
able instruments which can be placed in the driver's 
cabin of any train. Fig. 8 shows an equipment supplied 
to the London & South-Western Railway Co. It consists 
of a graphic ammeter, voltmeter, and speed indicator. 
In order to ensure synchronism between the records each 
grapher is fitted with an electromagnet marking 
device, such that at intervals of 5 seconds a current is 
sent through an electromagnet on each grapher fitted 
with a pen, thus making simultaneous marks on all 
the charts. The graphers are fixed in traction sus- 
pension frames, which prevent the motion of the coach 
from affecting the records. 

Fig. 9 shows a further application of the electromag- 
netic transmitter, namely, to the construction of an 
indicating or graphic frequency meter transmitting to 
a distance. The small a.c. motor is so designed that 
it runs at practically synchronous speed, thus driving 
the magneto-generator so that its voltage is directly 
proportional to the frequency. An advantage possessed 
by this arrangement is that the scale of the indicator 
or the chart of the grapher is evenly divided throughout. 
Moreover, if desired, the scale can be ‘‘ set up "' so as 
to give a particularly open reading at and about the 
normal point. | 

Such speed indicator equipments have been exten- 
sively used in connection with motor-driven rolling 
mills. The speed indicator is conveniently fixed on an 
instrument pillar placed near the driver's controller, 
which also carries the ammeter, voltmeter, wattmeter, 
&c., for the motor. 

In the case of rolling mills operated on the Ward- 
Leonard system, two indicators are usually installed, the 
one showing the speed of the motor-generator set and 
the other that of the rolling-mill motor. 

Amongst other uses to which these speed indicators 
and graphers have been applied may be mentioned the 
following :— 

Measuring the propeller speed of ships (ranging from 
ocean liners to submarines), controlling the loom speed 


in cotton weaving, determining the lifting speed of 
cranes (a special differential arrangement has been de- 
veloped which enables two cranes to maintain precisely 
the same speed when lifting the two ends of a single 
load), measuring the speed of steel rolling mills, check- 
ing the revolutions of aircraft engines, measuring the 
speed of rotation of testing drums for determining the 
Hight velocity of 15-in. shells, and, at the other end of 
the scale, indicating the speed in ‘‘ miles per hour“ 
of roundabouts at a fair. 


FIRE PREVENTION AND THE INSURANCE 


COMPANIES. 


(COMMUNICATED. ) 


€ 


THE appointment of a Royal Commission to '' inquire 
into the existing provisions for the avoidance of loss 
from fire is not unlikely to bring to a head the resent- 
ment which has long been simmering as regards the 
rates charged by the tariff insurance companies for 
what are known as protected risks. 

It is not easy to understand the attitude of the tariff 
companies towards measures having for their end the 
prevention of fire. From time to time various fire pre- 
ventive devices have been brought upon the market, 
some good, some indifferent, and some bad. It is reason- 
able enough that the tariff companies, before according 
recognition to any such inventions, should require them 
to be tested by a committee appointed by their represen- 
tative association, the Fire Offices Committee, and, if 
approved, as a condition of a rebate from the premium 
charged for the unprotected risk, should insist upon 
the strict observance of regulations for the maintenance 
of the appliances in good working order. Nor is it 
surprising that the Fire Offices Committee should fix 
this rebate with a full appreciation of the difference 
between theoretical and empiric values. The charge, 
however, which is brought against the Fire Offices Com- 
mittee is that, after long years of use and experience, 
it persists in ignoring All evidence of: protective value, 
and continues to demand from the owners of protected 
premises premiums which bear no sort of relation to the 
diminished loss ratio of their risks. 

It would have been helpful, in considering the genuine- 
ness of this grievance, to have been able to turn to 
official statistics showing the exact protective value of 
the various appliances to which the Fire Offices Com- 
mittee has, from time to time, granted its imprimatur. 
Had the Committee been keenly desirous of promoting 
the development of the science of fire prevention, one 
suspects that it would have found a way to keep records 
of this nature. Rather regrettably, however, the Fire 
Offices Committee has always taken up the position that 
the compilation of statistics of this kind forms. no part 
of its duty to the public. It is fortunate, therefore, 
that as regards automatic fire alarms, probably the most 
scientific of all preventive devices, such records exist. 

It is now a quarter of a century since the first auto- 
matic fire alarm came upon the market. It is a reason- 
able estimate that, at the present time, property to the 
value of over £100,000,000 is under protection by 
some form of automatic fire alarm in the United King- 
dom alone. Of this amount, £46,000,000 is protected 
by alarms which are periodically tested and examined 
under contract. It is only in respect of the latter class 
that statistics are available. These records show that 
the gross premiums received from 1911 to the end of 
1920 amount approximately to £1,420,000, and that 
out of the above premiums the fire insurance companies 
have only been called upon to pay as fire losses an 
approximate sum of £40,000, equivalent to a loss ratio 
of 2.83 per cent. of the fire premiums. 

In the earlier years of automatic fire alarms it was 
customary for the tariff companies to explain their re- 
fusal to reduce their rates by declaring that sufficient 


a D - E “4 a ox e * vm s 
. > 2 
* - . - > - - —-— -= " - - * * ^ ie —rj————— ee à 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol $8. No. 3,264, APRIL 15, 1981, 


time had not elapsed to enable the law of average to 
operate, but the passing of years has made this conten- 
tion less plausible, and to-day it can no longer be re- 
garded as valid. Of course, it may be asked why an 
insurance company should not be permitted to charge 
what rates it pleases. Has not a disgruntled trader the 
option to take his business elsewhere if he is not satis- 
fied? The reply the trader makes is that the tariff 
companies have to-day obtained a practical monopoly 
in insurance matters—at any rate, so far as the placing 
of the larger risks is concerned. This position has been 
reached partly by the action of the Legislature, which 
by the Assurance Companies Act, 1909, imposed 
restricted conditions on the formation of new insurance 
conipanies, partly by the elimination of non-taritf com- 
petition by the calculated policy of purchase and absorp- 
tion of the smaller companies, and partly as a result 
of the natural growth of the tariff ring. Certainly it 
has to be conceded that competition is no longer the 
factor it once was in the regulation of insurance rates. 

It must be borne in mind that the installation of an 
automatic fire alarm costs a good deal of money. It 
involves the whole of the premises being wired and 
fitted with sensitive instruments which notify any sud- 
den accession of heat. There has to be a line running 
through the streets and connecting the building with 
the fire station. This installation has to be inspected 
and tested periodicallv to prove that it is in perfect 
working order. The trader who is anxious, at all costs, 
to avoid fire has not only to bear the expense of instal- 
ling the alarm, but has in addition to pay the Post- 
master-General's charges and the cost of inspection and 
maintenance. {t must be admitted that he has a legiti- 
mate ground for complaint if he has to pay a premium 
fixed without reference to the material improvement he 
effects, at his own cost, in the fire hazard of his property. 

The State has always accepted the principle that the 
publie has the right to be safeguarded against arbitrary 
demands of monopolies or practical monopolies. This 
principle is in operation to-day as regards the rates 
charged for carriage by the railway companies. The 
Royal Commission which will shortlv sit will have to 
consider whether the time has not come to provide the 
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public with similar protection as regards insurance 
rates. In the case of the railways, the maximum rate 
are fixed in the first place in consultation with the Board 
of Trade. No railway company can increase a rate 
without giving notice to the Board of Trade of th. 
desired variation. If a trader complains, it rests with 
the railway company to prove that the increase is reason- 
able. The Commissioners appointed under the Railway 
and Canal Traffic Acts have jurisdiction to hear and 
determine any such complaint, but only after the com- 
plaint has been made in the first instance to and con. 
sidered by the Board of Trade. In inquiring into the 
complaint the Commissioners are entitled to consider 
all circumstances which can fairly be said to show 
reasonableness or the reverse. 

Why should not similar protection be afforded the 
public as regards insurance rates? It is asking too 
much of human nature to expect a purely commercial 
undertaking such as an insurance company to hold the 
balance level when its interests and the interests of 
the public are in direct conflict. It is difficult to see 
what answer the insurance companies have to the de- 
mand that the grievances of traders and others should 
be made the subject of a reference to the Board of Trade, 
and, failing an amicable adjustment, should be sub. 
mitted in the last resort to an independent tribunal for 
determination. 

The Hoyal Commission has ample powers under the 
terms of its reference to report in favour of the Legisla- 
ture's providing safeguards of this nature. One of the 
objects of the inquiry is to consider how the annusl 
loss to the community from fire, amounting to about 
£10,000,000 per year, can be reduced. If the evidence 
submitted to the Commissioners justifies them in finding 
that the cure lies in the adoption of scientific methods 
of fire prevention, and that this remedy is held back by 
the refusal of the tariff companies to bring their rates 
into sympathetic relation with the loss ratio of the pro- 
tected risks, one may reasonably expect that the Legisla- 
ture will take steps to impose some measure of statutory 
control on insurance companies. The form of that 
control will, it may be hoped, follow the precedent 
already established in the case of railway companies. 


THE BRITISH ELECTRICAL AND ALLIED MANUFACTURERS’ ASSOCIATION (INC.).- 


Operations during 1920. 


Mr. W. O. Smiry’s REVIEW or THE SITUATION. 

THE annual meeting of the B. E. A. VI. X. was held at the Con- 
naught Rooms on March 17th. Mr. W. O. Smith (Elliott 
Bros. (London). Ltd.), chairman of the Association, presided 
over a good attendance of members. From the report officially 
provided, we learn that the chairman proposed, and Mr. 
Nalder seconded, the adoption of the statement of accounts, 
which, after the chairman had examined. and explained the 
items in detail, was unanimously carried. 

In proposing the adoption of the annual report, Mr. SMITH 
said that when they met at last year’s annual meeting they 
were hopeful as to the future, for after the prolonged strike 
of the moulders, which adversely affected. every manufacturer, 
a settlement had lately been arrived at, and they were again 
busy clearing off arrears of work which bad accumulated 
during the strike, and making plans for the future. They had 
already begun to think that their troubles were really over, 
and saw before them a vista of renewed manufacturing activi- 
ties which were to compensate them for all the hardships 
endured during the war period. He thought that nobody 
could deny that the electrical industry, us a whole, was to-day 
faced with a more difficult position than, perhaps, at any pre- 
vious epoch of its existence, and there did not appear to be 
much definite sign of improvement at present. Export busi- 
Ness, especially, was at a low ebb, for how could they compete 
with their late enemies, the Germans, when the German could 
afford, largely owing to the exchange, to sell their wares in 
other countries at something like one-half of the prices of 
British manufacturers? He dared say most of their members 
had experienced this difficulty in some shape or form, and, 
therefore, he did not propose to enlarge on it in any way. The 
tone of the Stock Exchange was one of the best indications of 
the state of trade of tliis country. It had been depressing for 
some time past to look at the daily quotations, and to see that 
the values of neurly all securities had been dwindling and 
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sliding in the downward direction. It was perfectly true 
that tor the last week there had been an improvement, but 
they were told by experts that this was ouly temporary, and 
that bottom had not even yet been reached. Let them hope 
they might be wrong. The fall in values had been especialy 
heavy in all industrials dealing with engineering, and it was to 
he feared that until there was some stability in exchange 
established by international agreement, and protection again 
the stream of cheap foreagn nuports, the British manufacturers 
Would be at a great disadvantage, and our late enemies would 
win back in commerce that which they lost in war. 

He wondered if members present read carefully the speeches 
of the chairmen of the leading British banks at the recent 
general meetings. Ile cited the banks because they had 
connections with all the manufacturing coneérns in this 
country, and, therefore, had a knowledge of all branches o 
trade. The speeches were quite interesting reading, although 
there was a strong vein of pessimism in evidence in all of 
them. The chairmen did not all agree as to the cause of the 
present position. One appeared to attribute it to E.P.D. 
another to instability of exchange, another to restriction df 
output by workpeople, another to the large increase in Wages 
and yet another to extravagance and unfair treatment on the 
part of the Government. It seemed to him, however. that 
no one of these causes alone could be the reason of the trouble, 
but rather the cumulative effect of these and other caus 
such, for instance, as the unsettled condition of the co 
mining industry, on which the prosperity of this country 
depended to so large an extent, and further, to the fact tha! 
after the strain of the war, and the anxieties of that period. 
there followed a period of exhaustion and inaction, from which 
we had not, even up to the present, quite recovered. In his 
view, before the country generally and the electrical industry 
in particular, could be brought up to a state of efficiency again, 
harmonious working between employer and employed W38 
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an absolute essential. The employer must pay a fair and 
reasonable wage, and the employed must be prepared to give 
a full day's work for a full day's pay, and must also realise 
that the excessive wages which the employed extracted, 
directly or indirectly, from the Government in time of emer- 
gency. could not be continued now that the industries had 
reverted to private enterprise, and severe competition had 
tobe met. 1t was up to the workpeople to decide whether 
they wished to be employed or unemployed; if they insisted on 
extracting the last penny from the employer, only unemploy- 
ment could result. There was no doubt that unemployment 
was still on the increase at the present time. From the news- 
papers 1& appeured that the workpeople in some industries 
were beginning to see the effect of excessive wages, and were 
themselves approaching the employers with offers of reduc- 
tion, rather than find themselves out of work. That, if true, 
was an encouraging sigu. 

No doubt the members of this Association would have learned 
with pleasure that the life of E.P.D. was ebbing fast—and there 
was not likely to be any mourning over its departure. Mr. 
Smith then asked what they, as an association, could do to 
meet the present situation. It seems to me," he said, that 
never before has there been such a need in the electrical and 
allied industry for co-operation. ,Although we may compete in 
friendly rivalry in our own country, let us present a solid 
front to the enemy, even if we have to make sacrifices for 
the moment; let us not think and act as individuals only, 
but rather as an association. whose common aim is that of 
the good of the industry and its members in bringing back 
trade to this country.” 

Referring to the matter of transport, the report showed that 
it had largely occupied the attention of their Traffic Com- 
mittee during the year, and now the Ministry of ‘Transport 
was to be abolished. That did not, however, mean that any 
of the problems dealt with would disappear, or that the 
labours of the committee had been so much time wasted. 
The problems still remained to be solved and fought out, 
and it mattered little whether the party dealing with the 
matter in future were Sir Eric Geddes or the Railway Depart- 
ment of the Board of Trade. Their efforts must not be relaxed, 
and the committee would still continue its labours in the 
interests of the Association. 

The chairman said that during the year a very large number 
of sectional comunittee meetings had been held, and be 
thanked the members of them for their work; he also, in 
conclusion, referred to the efficient service rendered by the 
large staff employed under the able guidance of the director, 
Mr. Dunlop. ! | 

The report was passed unanimously, after which the chair- 
man announced’ the election of the following members to 
tüll the five vacancies in the Council for 1921 :— 

Belliss & Morcom, Ltd. 
E^ ui Cole, Marchent & Morley, Ltd. 
Elliott Bros. (London), Ltd. 
Ferranti, Ltd. 
Mather & Platt, Ltd. 


Messrs. Price, Waterhouse & Co. were re-elected auditors 
for the year. 


THE REPORT OF THE COUNCIL. 

The following are extracts from the report for the year 
193), adopted by the meeting :— 

The Association is still steadily pursuing its objects and 
enjoying the full confidence and loyat support of its members. 

The business year of 1920 affords little occasion for favour- 
able comment; for it was not very old before the numerous 
inquiries for engineering machinery from all overseas markets 
with which it opened began to change to complaints, and 
members to encounter difficulties. 

" The taking of an order implies the giving of a date, more 
er less fixed, for its delivery, and that was by no means an 
easy matter with shops full of unexecuted home work accumu- 
lated from a five months’ moulders’ strike, general labour 
unsettlement, and shortages of all raw materials. The taking 
of an order also involves the giving of a price, more or less 
fixed. Your Association was one of the worst involuntary 
sufferers under a device invented elsewhere for avoiding strict 
definition in this matter, namely, the price-adjustment clause. 
which was rendered necessary bv the extreme buoyancy of 
costs of labour and raw materials. As soon as the clause 
proved to be an added discouragement to buyers, who began 
to seek elsewhere for firm deliveries and prices, your Council, 
after conferences with other trade associations, discounten- 
anced its use after January Ist, 1921. 

Probably the most discouraging of all the features which 
1920 presented was the alarming discovery that Europe was 
in the position of the poor man,” and that the British manu- 
facturer, burdened with the heaviest taxation per head of 
population in the world, was unable to help him to help 
himself. The Brussels Conference having accomplished little 
of practical value, the Government is. at the time of going 
to press, with the advice of experts in banking and insurance, 
endeavouring to apply palliatives in the form of credit schemes 
to enable the '' poor man " to do business and to deflate his 
currencles; and, in the form of Parliamentary Bills for the 
regulation of imports, to prevent his becoming a further 
danger to our own industries. How these things will work 
out the present Parliamentary session alone will show. Mean- 
time, the world generally and labour in particular are being 


again schooled in the commonplace lesson that one cannot get 
something out of nothing, and that more strenuous work and 
higher effective production for lower rewards are the mevit- 
able results of war.” 

During the year the Export Committee have had the ad- 
vantage of visits from Trade Commissioners and others from 
overseas, all of whom gave valuable and interesting accounts 
of the trade position and possibilities in their respective 
territories. 

As the outcome of the application of the Overseas Com- 


mittees for extended powers, a new Draft Constitution was 


drawn up and has been adopfed with variations in different 
parts of the world. 

Members of the Association were thereupon invited to make 
nominations to the Overseas Committees under the new con- 
stitutions, and it is believed that they have thus been materi- 
ally strengthened for work in their respective territories, and 
that good results will be forthcoming. 

The preparation of the proposed BEAMA Code has made 
good progress during the year, and the signing of contracts for 
its production now awaits only the settlement of certain ques- 
tions of copyright and patent right. 

During the year the Education Committee settled the terms 
of the studentships and scholarships offered by the turbine and 
turbo-generator sections of the Association for the studv of 
probleius of research relating to turbines and turbine-driven 
generators, and these were duly published. The object of 
these scholarships is to encourage technically trained students 
to fit themselves for posts on the higher staffs of engineering 
concerns and research institutions. Procedure has also been 
settled for receiving into British works properly qualified 
student apprentices offered by overseas Governments and edu- 
cational institutions. During the latter part of the year, 
twelve students nominated by the Egyptian Government were 
so placed. 

The Electrical Research Committee obtained its incorpora- 
tion during the vear under the title of the British. Electrical 
and Allied Industries Research Association.* The last report 
of progress (September 30th, 1930) shows that there were 87 
technical reports in preparation. Amongst other researches 
taken over are those on the corrosion of condenser tubes 
(carried out jointly with the Institute of Metals), the special 
BEAMA research into the most suitable materials for turbine 
blades, and the research (conducted Jointly with the Institution 
of ME Engineers) into the proper proportions of turbine 
nozzles. 

With regard to standardisation, the old system under which 
the first steps towards the making of a specification were taken 
by the B.E.S.A.. has been reversed; the preliminary work of 
preparing drafts on electrical subjects is now usually done 
by the BEAMA. For dealing more effectively with the work 
of standardisation, several sections have set up permanent 
technical committees which draft specifications to form bases 
on which the B.E.S.A. will build the final texts. 

In addition to public business of this kind. the sections, bv 
their technical committees. have done much useful work on 
the domestic side. Thus, the switchgear section has prepared 
a revised edition of its purchasing specification, Slate Panels 
and Slabs, and, in collaboration with the insulations section, 
has standardised a complete line of moulded insulating bushes 
for use in switchgear and allied work. The industrial instru- 
ment section has also, in collaboration with the switchgear 
and meter sections, drafted standard drilling centres for the 
ends of instrument and meter shunts. These standards will 
be embodied in future editions of the Association's rules. 
The stationary and portable accumulator sections have stan- 
dardised the relative capacities of batteries at all rates of dis- 
charge, together with final voltages. Standard curves have 
been plotted, and these have been accepted by Government 
departments and other large buyers, and the curve for portahle 
accumulators has been adopted as standard British practice 
by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders. 

The Standardisation Committee has made recommendations 
to the turbo-generator section on methods of declaring the 
efficiency and standard overloads of turbo-alternators; to the 
rotary converter section on the permissible ripples in the d.c. 
voltage of rotary converters, having special reference to the 
possible disturbance produced in telephone circuits; and to 
the gas and oil engine section on cyclic speed irregularity in 
its relation to parallel running of synchronous machines. The 
Committee has now under review a revision of the B.E.S.A. 
publication, No. 72/1917, Electrical Machinery, and it is anti- 
cipated that the observations of members of the Committee 
during their recent visits to America will have an important 
bearing on that work. ; 

The Traffic Committee have had a verv busy vear in the 
preparation of evidence and recommendations for and in 
appearances before the Rates Advisory Committee, either 
through their own witnesses or by counsel engaged by the 
Federation of British Industries on behalf of their constituent 
associations. We quote the report at length on this subject :—-- 

It will be recalled that the Minister of Transport, shortly 
after assuming office, set up this committee (Sec. 21 of the Act) 
to advise him as to how he should meet the annually recur- 
ring deficit of several millions on British railway working: 
and that, as a consequence, goods rates were raised 112 per 
cent. above pre-war figures and passenger rates 75 per cent. 
No long time passed before the Minister found himself obliged 
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to call for further advice as to (1) the principles which should 
govern the fixing of rates and charges; (2) the classification of 
merchandise, and the particular rates and charges to be im- 
posed; and other matter s. 

Ihe Rates Advisory Committee have now issued their 
report (Cmd. 1,095) on the first portion of their reference, viz., 
The principles which should govern the fixing of rates, &c.; 
and your Council note with satisfaction that they adopt certain 
principles which form part of your committee's recommenda- 
tions, e.g., (a) That a trader should pay only for services 
rendered by the railway companies for either station-to-station 
or private-siding traffic. (b) That rates should be computed 
on the basis of continuous mileage when the transit 18 over the 
lines of more than one railway company, and should be based 
on the ' cumulative ' principle, and that the quantity con- 
stituting a consignment should be taken into consideration. 
(c) That all rates should be disintegrated, showing what is 
included for conveyance, service terminals, station terminals, 
und any other services rendered. (d) That the general railway 
classification should be revised and brought into harmony 
with present-day practice. 

At the time of going to press, the Rates Advisory Com- 
mittee were taking evidence on the second part of their refer- 
ence, viz., the classification of merchandise traffic and the 
particular rates, charges, &c., thereon, and the railway com- 
panies have proposed revisions which, if adopted, would place 
many electrical articles in a higher class than hitherto. More- 
over, the mileage scale of charges, hitherto enjoyed by steam 
and gas engines and certain other machinery, would be 
abolished, which means that such articles would be penalised 
with the heavy-weight surcharge for pieces exceeding ten 


ns. 
It will be necessary strenuously to oppose these amend- 
ments to the classification, and your Trattic Committee have 
prepared rebutting evidence and will argue for a lower classi- 
fication than hitherto on certain items. They will also press 


tor the abolition or reduction of the heavy-weight surcharges > 


on the grounds, inter alia, that, with the exception of the 
actual conveyance, the trader usually performs all the other 
services, such as loading, unloading, &c., in this connection. 

'" Your council issued on April 27th à memorandum pre- 
pared by your Committee for the guidance of members in 
dealing with the increased rates and charges put into operation 
on the interim recommendations of the Rates Advisory Com- 
mittee; and it was evident from the replies received from 
members tbat this served a very useful purpose and enabled 
members to check the accounts of the railway companies, 
which at that time were not prepared upon any uniform plan. 

" Your Committee have also advised members from time 
to time on charges for special trucks, the proper classification 
of various items, loss or damage in transit, demurrage, con- 
signment notes, &c.“ 

Legal business on conditions arising during the year was 
practically normal, the money value of such contracts as called 
for expert advice being about three-quarters of a million ster- 
ling, most of them being settled without friction of any kind 
and to the satisfaction of purchasers. 

The I.E.E. Joint Committee of Revision referred to in the 
last report began work on the amendments proposed by 
the Association to the text of the model conditions, and ac- 
cepted most of them. The just counterpoise of the buying and 
selling interests on the committee, however, resulted in the 
production of several amendments by the former, which has 
delayed the issue of the report. Negotiations are proceeding 
with Government departments as to their adoption of standard 
forms of conditions, the main point of difficulty being the 
arbitration. clause. 

The British Electrical Development Association reports a 
steadily increasing membership. This now includes 102 muni- 
cipalities and 25 supply aud power companies. Members are 
strongly recommended to acquaint the secretary of the E.D.A. 
with any new devices and developments in their branch of 
industry, so that the public may be kept alive to the best and 
latest practice in electrical science. Direct advertising on 
behalf of individual members does not form any part of the 
functions of the E.D.A. 

The report contains particulars of additions made to the 
BEAMA list of publications during the year. 

The standing rule of the Association which barred members 
from incurring the expense of exhibiting at shows vot sanc- 
tioned by the Council. came under consideration during 1920 
in response to representations bv certain northern members 
that they suffered hardship under its operation. The rule was, 
after due consideration, modified so as to apply to electrical 
exhibitions only, and the modified suspension dates so as to 
terminate on December 31st, 1921. It follows that all mem- 
bers are free to accept an invitation to exhibit at any exhibi- 
tion which is not wholly or mainly electrical until that date 
without the sanction of the Council. Owing to ditficulties in 
obtaining the required space, a date has not vet been settled 
for the holding of the next BEAMA exhibition. 

The Council regard the holding of an annual dinner by the 
Association as a matter of expediency to which no element of 
indispensability necessarily attaches; and, after consideration 
of the general situation, have decided that it may very well 
be dispensed with this year. 

Thanks to the liberality of members, your Association's 
subscription list is in a very satisfactory state. The increase 
of the maximum subscription (from £950 to £500) decided 


upon in 1919, was found inadequate to meet the increase 
expenditure, and your Council last year again raised the mar. 
inum subscription (from £3500 to £1,000), and altered the rate 
of assessed subscriptions from 2s. 6d. per cent. of wages paid 
to 58. per cent., the minimum (£10) remaining as betore. 
The new rates came into force on October Ist, 1920, and the 
manner in which members have met the call, and the fact 
that several members liable in the minimum subscription only 
have voluntarily doubled it, are excellent testimony to their 
appreciation of the work accomplished by your Association." 
the Council announce the creation of a fund (a) to meet 
applications for financial support from other organisations in 
the electrical and allied industries engaged in a mutual effort 
to develop them in all branches in the United Kingdom; (b) 
to assist, in particular, the Electrical Development Association 
in its work; and (c) to support financially the Electrical Re. 
search Association and the British Engineering Standards Asso. 
ciation. This electrical and allied industries development fund 
is under the control of a financial board representing the con. 
tributing sections who act in co-operation with the Council. 

An instrument transformer section was constituted during 
the year, and has made a promising start. 

The Association maintains close working relations with the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers and other bodies. 

The system of tendering embodied in the cross-tendering 
agreements continues to find favour among members, but has 
not been extended. 

The number of members on the register of your Association 
at the end of the year was 224. Fourteen members were 
admitted to membership during that period and 15 resigned, 
due in many cases to amalgamation, reconstruction, or dissolu- 
tion. 


EXCITATION AND FIELD TEMPERATURE 
INDICATORS. 


Two New ELECTRICAL INSTRUMENTS. 


The development of electric ship propulsion has emphasised 
the need for some new electrical instruments, two of which 
have been developed and are in use on the U.S.S. New 
Mexico, S.S. Eclipse, and the S.S. Cubu; they are know 
as excitation and field-temperature indicators, and are 
described in the February, 1921, issue of the General Llectne 
Review, from which we abstract the following details and 
illustrations. 

The excitation indicator shows the operator when the cor- 
rect value of the alternator-füield excitation is being main 
tained and whether it must be raised or lowered. It also in- 
dicates whether the motor and alternator are operating on 
the stable or unstable side of their combined characteristics, 
i.c., whether the motor is in or out of step ’’ with the alter- 
nator, and the instrument can be used regardless of whetber 
the motor is an induction or synchronous machine; in the 
latter case, however, the motor-field excitation should be 
varied together with the alternator field so as not to change 
the line power factor. 

Fig. 1 shows the connections of the indicator to the lines 
between the alternator and the motor. There are current and 
potential elements, the vanes of the two elements being con- 
nected to a common movable shaft in such a way that when 
the stationary coils are excited, the torques produced in the 
vanes are opposite. . Since there is no spring acting on the 
moving parts, the position taken by the shaft to which the 
pointer is attached depends only on the ratio of currents 10 
the stationary coils of the two elements. "The current element 
is connected directly to a current transformer in the line 
between alternator and motor. The potential element 18 con- 
nected in series with a high reactance X and then to a poten 
tial transformer as shown in fig. 1. Thus the current in the 
potential coil is directly proportional to line voltage. and on 
account of the reactance X it is inversely proportional to the 
frequency of the line voltage. "Therefore, the position of the 
pointer depends on line voltage divided by line amperes an 
line frequency. 

As a rule there is little saturation in am alternator when 
it is loaded up to maximum output with any value of field 
excitation that can be maintained continuously, since due w 
the regulation the line voltage will be below normal. If tbe 
line current, power-factor, and excitation are kept constant. 
then the linc voltage and kilowatts output will vary directly à 
the frequency, from which it follows that the above-mentione 
ratio is constant when the alternator is loaded up to mat! 
inum kilowatts output at a given power-factor regardless af 
what the speed of the alternator or its field excitation may be. 
it being understood that the field excitation is not higher than 


.ean be maintained continuously. 


Therefore, since the position of the pointer of the excita 
tion indicator depends on the same fraction, this position E 
always the same when the alternator is operating at its max" 
mum kilowatts outnut regardless of excitation or speed. I 
at a constant load the alternator is operating at its maximum 
output and if the field excitation is then increased, the lin 
voltage will increase and the line amperes will decreas 
causing the excitation indicator pointer to move; while if the 
field excitation is decreased, the indicator pointer will mové 
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in the opposite direction. Thus the position of the pointer 
indicates whether the alternator is operating on the maxi- 
mum of its output curve, whether it is on the stable side, or 
whether it 18 on the unstable side, that is, on the side where 
an increase in line current gives a decrease in kilowatts. This 
decrease in kilowatts output is due to the fact that the voltage 
decreases at a greater rate than the current increases. 

In the case of electric ship propulsion equipment, the alter- 
nator cannot hold the driving motor in step when operating 
on the unstable side of its output curve regardless of whether 
the motor is an induction or a synchronous motor, and if the 
motor is out of step it will pull the alternator over on the 
unstable side. Therefore, when the pointer of the excitation 
indicator shows that the alternator is operated on the unstable 
part of its characteristic, the motor is out of step and should 
be brought into step. 

To run at the highest economy and with least heating of the 
alternator field, the alternator-field excitation should be kept 
as low as will hold the motor in step; in other words, the 
alternator should operate as near the maximum of its output 
characteristic as the variations in propeller load will allow. 


Alternator Ficid 
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TEMPERATURE INDICATOR. 


The instrument cannot be taken from one equipment and 
be connected to another equipment of different design with- 
out changes and recalibration. 

The field-tempcerature indicator depends for its operation on 
the change in resistance of a conductor with change in its 
temperature. It really indicates electrical resistance, but in- 
stead of a scale of resistance a scale of temperature in degrees 
Fahrenheit is used. and is employed on the alternator field 
only, no such instrument being necessary on the field of the 
synchronous motor. 

The connections to the alternator-field circuit are shown in 
fig. 2, from which it will be seen that it is similar to the 
excitation indicator. When the two stationary coils are ex- 
cited, the torques produced in the vanes are in opposite direc- 
tions, and the resultant position taken by the shaft, to which 
à pointer is attached, depends only on the ratio of the currents 
in the two stationary coils; or since one coll is connected 
across and the other in series with the field, it depends on 
the ratio of the voltage applied to the field to the current in 
the field. Since there is a definite relation between the resist- 
ance of a copper conductor and its temperature. the instru- 
ment is calibrated directly for temperature, and has to be 
calibrated for the field to which it is to be connected and 
cannot be used on another alternator without recalibration. 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


Letors received by us after 5 P.M. ON TUESDAY oannot appear until 
the following week. should forward their communi- 
o ions at the earliest possible moment, No latter oan be published 
wuless we have the writer's name and address in our possession, 


Water-tube Boilers. 


With reference to the article on Water-tube Boilers. by Mr. 
J. Cauthery, in the ELECTRICAL, Review dated April Ist, this 
certainly contains very valuable advice with regard to the care 
of this type of boiler, and it evidently gives the results of 
many years’ practical experience. 

One correction, however, is necessary under the head- 
ing " Causes," section (d), which reads: '' Excessive density 
where the water in boiler contains material proportion of 
salts or other matter in suspension.” 

This should read '' in solution,“ and not suspension. Matter 
in suspension has, of course, no cffect whatever on the density 
of water. 

As regards Mr. Cauthery's lumt of boiler water density, 
Which he gives as 2/32nds, we do not think many engineers 
who have the control of water-tube boilers would go anywhere 
near this figure. Boiler insurance companies usually recom- 


mend a maximum of one-half of 1/39nd with this type of boiler, : 


and we consider that this should be the limit; otherwise prim- 
ing, overheating, and other troubles soon develop. Our experi- 
ence 18 that for modern high-pressure water-tube boilers, the 


Fic. 9.—A.c. GENERATOR FIELD 


density is seldom allowed to exceed one-quarter of a 1/32nd, 
and when it does rise above this, it usually indicates a leaky 
condenser. lt would be interesting to have the experience of 
engineers in charge of water-tube boilers at electricity stations 
in this respect. F 


per pro Porter Water Softening & Eng. Co. 
W. H. Porter. 
Flixton, Manchester. 
April 4th, 1921. 


Heating of Buried Cables Report. 


I have read with interest Major Taylor's letter in your issue 
of the lst inst., and can only say that the results appear 
to me extraordinary. So far as I know they are entirely at 
variance with all previous experiments on the same subject 
and with the Buried Cables Preliminary Report, which dis- 
tinctly states that tests were made both with alternating 
current at 50 cycles and with direct current, and there was 
no appreciable difference in heating. 

Suppose we consider a 0.15 sq. in. 90,000-V cable carrying 
230 amps. in each core; a 120 deg. sector of lead on this cable 
would be about 0.244 sq. in., so that the current required in 


Lead (6 | ey 244 


this sector to equal 624 per cent. of the corresponding core 
loss would be 29 per cent. of the core current = 67 amps., 
which does not seem reasonable. 

Again, suppose we make a perfect transformer between two 
cores and two lead sectors as per sketch, then all the flux 
generated by cores A and B will interlink the sectors so that 
mutual inductance will be equal to the self-inductance of the 
cores. This works out to roughly 1 millihenry per mile, and 
at 230 amps. the voltage induced in the secondary will be 
2 1 25 x 230/1,000 = 36.1. 

The resistance of the secondary is about 4 ohms per mile, 
so that, neglecting reactance, the induced current would be 
about 9 amps. under 1deal conditions instead of 67. 

The above figures are only rough, and are based on the 
temperature rises given in Major Taylor's remarks published 
in the Review of December 31st. i 

With regard to eddy-current losses in the lead sheaths of 
single-conductor unarmoured cables, Messrs. Clark and Shank- 
lin, in their paper on '' High-tension Single-conductor Cable of 
Polyphase Systems summarised their results, one of which is 
given as follows :— 

By testing lengths of lead-sheathed cable and then re- 
peating the measurement after the sheath was removed, it 
was clearly proved that the additional loss due to eddy currents 
in the open-circuited sheath was too small to be detected.” 

It is to be hoped that Major Taylor will publish details of 
the cable used for his tests and his methods of making these 


experiments. 
J. A. Morton. 
Prescot. 
April 4th, 1921. 


Mr. J. A. Morton has very kindly allowed me to see his 
letter to you of the 4th inst., before publication, and though 
I cannot at the moment reply fully, yet perhaps misinterpre- 
tation of my letter hv your readers may be avoided if T state 
very briefly the points which have, T. believe, been demon- 
strated by the experiments referred to. 

First. let me sav with reference to Mr. Morton’s quotation 
from Messrs. Clark and Shanklin’s paper that I agree that 
in the case of unarmoured single-phase cables the increased 
loss over that of direct current is inconsiderable. I regret. 
also, that in my letter published in vour issue of the Ist inst., 
I inadvertently quoted Monsieur Capelville’s results as sup- 
porting my own figures. These results, at the time of writing. 
I took to be made with cables having wire armouring. which 
greatly affects the results. Moreover, they refer only to single- 
phase currents. 

The point I wish to make 1s that, assuming there 1s nothing 
demonstratively wrong in the tests which I have been per- 
mitted to put forward, the loss in a 3-core armoured cable, 
due to the rotating field produced by the polyphase current 
as distinct from the loss due to the nulaating field in each 
individual conductor, is some 50 per cent. above the rise due 
to a uniformly distributed continuous current, when tested 
at 95 periods, and is considerahly lesa when tested at 50 
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periods. If, however, the cable is stripped of its armour, the 
losses are greater in each case (25 and 50 periods), but are 
still considerably less with 50 periods than with 25 periods. 

lt is, no doubt, very difficult to separate the loss due to 
the rotating field from that due to the pulsation of the cur- 
rent, but the fact that with 3-phase currents the losses in 
unarmoured cables are in each case considerably greater than 
those in armoured cables, coupled with the fact that with 
single-phase currents in the same cables the losses in armoured 
cables—particularly at 50 periods—are enormously greater than 
in unarmoured cables, proves to my mind conclusively that 
the tirst-mentioned (i.e., the loss with 3-phase currents) is a 
loss caused by the rotating field, while the second mentioned 
(t.e., the loss due to single-phase currents) is a loss due to 
the pulsating field. 

The above assumption of the loss due to the rotating field 
is, I think, further borne out by the fact of the losses due 
to this cause being considerably less at 50 periods than at 
2% periods. If we think of the lead sheathing as being a 
closed secondary circuit, and consider, for example, that in 
the case of 25 periods a magnet having a given strength is 
rotated inside that closed circuit, there will be a certain 
reduction of the field due to that magnet by the reaction of 
the 25-period eddy currents induced in the lead sheathing. 
If, now, we rotate a magnet of exactly equal strength at 
double the speed, the eddy currents would tend—for unre- 
duced field—to cancel the flux due to the magnet with double 
the force that they did in the first case, and the resultant 
of the action and reaction would be a considerably reduced 
field with consequently reduced loss. If the speed of rotation 
were infinite there would be no field at all, and no loss. 

The fact that, with an armoured cable and with three-phase 
currents, the loss is less than with an unarmoured cable can, 
L think, be explained on the assumption that when there is 
no armouring the rotating field is more or less concentrated 
on a diameter of the cable, and that the lines of flux pass 
through the lead sheathing normal to the surface of the 
same, whereas, when there 1s a steel] wire armouring, two 
parallel magnetic return paths are formed, closely contiguous 
to the copper cores, and the lines of flux no longer enter the 
lead sheathing normal to the surface, but they branch away 
from the diametral line in both directions, and pass through 
the lead sheathing at quite an easy slope, corresponding more 
nearly to that which obtains when a single-phase pulsation 
takes place from a centrally situated core. 

I regret that at this time I cannot give details of any of the 
tests, as to do so would be to take up too much of your 
valuable space, and would interfere with other work which 
] am engaged upon, but L hope later to be in a position to 
contribute these tests to the Institution files. 

'The whole of the argument in Mr. Morton's letter 15 on the 
basis of proving that the losses due to single-phase currents 
with unarmoured cables at 25 periods are negligible, and as 
] am virtually in agreement with hun on this point, I will 
not attempt to controvert his arguinents. I may say that 
when the Buried Cables Report ’’ came out I compared one 
or two observations with the figures which I possessed, and 
that where the buried cables were not tested in ducts, but in 
the open, the results seemed to agree pretty closelv. I have 
not, however, looked again at these lately, but will do so at 


an eurly date. 
A. M. Taylor, 
Hon. Major, S.0.2., W.D.A.M. 
Birmingham. 
April 6th, 1921. 


Power Installations. 


With reference to the inquiry by ''Interested," on page 
379, in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW dated March 25th, 1921, I would 
recommend Machinery's Handbook," price s., obtainable 
on us Machinery Publishing Co., Ltd., 52, Chancery Lane, 
W.C. 2. 

This gives the h.p. required for most kinds of machine tools, 
&c., and the types of motors used, from data collected by the 
Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing Co., as well as a 
number of formule which are used in general practice. 

Alec, Kur. 

South Tankerton. 

April 6th, 1921. 


[We may add that similar data are given in “ Electricity 
for Everybody," by R. Borlase Matthews, Electrical Press, 
Ltd., price 5s. net, and“ Electricity in Factories and Work- 
shops,” by A. P. Haslam, Crosby Lockwood, price 7s. 6d. net. 
—Enps. Exec. REv.] 


Payment According to Ability. 


Referring to Broad Minded's ” letter in your current issue. 
one is tempted to wonder whether the word ''experience ” 
counts at all. In the first place, do all people agree that 50 
per cent. of new ideas, &c., emanate from the technical 
colleges? I do not wish to run down colleges, having a high 
opinion of the training I have received through them, but 
in mv brief experience T have found that practice makes 
perfect. It is impossible for a man to be as experienced at 


21 years of age as a man at 40, given equal intelligence. - 


Indeed, according to the view of Broad Minded.” a man 
is better without any practical experience gained during 


ordinary work, than a man who has devoted years of stud; 
&c., in negotiating difficulties met with in the course of his 
work, which argument will not hold water. Why do all 
chiefs of firms advertise for men of experience if younger 
men without any would do? Regarding the statement “]f 
there was a little less cant amongst British workmen," I fail 
to see its application. I have had charge of plenty of Britis; 
workmen,” and consider them very good material to help 
build up our old country.” 

In conclusion, I quite agree that everyone requires a living, 
but would also add that everyone must start at the bottum 
of the ladder. 

Experience. 

April 9th, 1921. 

Your correspondent * A Regular Reader " seems to have 
missed the point in my question: Who was the better 
man?" He admits that I was; yet my first employer evi- 
dently thought differently, and under such a scheme as "4 
Regular Reader ” suggests would have paid me less than the 
other man. He further states that he does not care whether 
a man 18 married and has children or not. Just so; he would 
treat him as a mere machine for producing profits. This 
attitude on the part of a section of employers, backed by 
such men as A Regular Reader," is responsible to a great 
extent for the prevailing industrial discontent and the spread 
of such pernicious doctrines as Bolshevism and Communism. 
He further states that I failed to pass my test through want 
of experience. Yes, I grant that, though not through lack of 
ability, as I think 1 proved. He, however, says: Payment 
according to ability." Ability and experience are not synuny- 
mous terms. 

To put fear of unemployment " down as utter nonsense 
is a very convenient way ot disposing of the argument, but 
it is a Very real cause of low production, as any electrical con- 
tractor knows to his cost when trade is slack. A man can do 
his work quickly and well, but there is a limit beyond which 
he can only increase quantity at the expense of quality. 4 
foreman or manager may, though not invariably, know who 
is his best man, but may not recognise the fact. His best 
man may be an even better man than himself, in which aw 
jealousy, mutual or otherwise, would probably take a part. 
The best workman as regards skill and output per hour may 
be the most unreliable timekeeper. The best man is mae 
likely to resent criticism, thereby putting himself. out. of 
favour. Then there is a grievance in many a shop over the 
foreman's relatives. Lots of influences are at work besides a 
man's efficiency. One has to deal with things as they are. 
not as they should be. Your correspondent seems to think 
he has to deal with machines instead of men. He should 
have stated Payment by results" instead off“ Payment 
according to ability." Payment by results would undoubtedly 
increase production, but the majority of workmen object to it. 
Why? Simply because experience has taught them that when 
earnings have reached a high level employers have attempted, 
sometimes successfully, to cut rates, even though the propor- 
tion of standing charges to unit of output has gone in thear 
favour. The result is that the men have lost confidence m 
their employers. Restore that confidence and we shall be well 
on the way to higher production, whether payment be by 
results or by time. 


Another Regular Reader. 
April 11th, 1921. l 


— —— — — — 


A Peculiar Phenomenon. 


I am very interested in a letter entitled “ A Peculiar 
Phenomenon ” in your current issue. which deals with tbe 
luminous blue-grey glow caused when fingering a smali dry 
metal-filament bulb. I have recently noticed this in connec- 
tion with a 4-volt m.f. lamp, and shall be glad if some other 
reader can give some elucidation. 

F. Ainsley Cook. 


Newcastle-on-T'vne. 
April 9th, 1921. 


Wiring Ferro-concrete Factories. 


One would have thought that the object that '' Phase " and 
myself had in view when writing our letters had been guth- 
ciently explained and endorsed by the Editors’ note on the 
Freedom of the Press ” in the issue of the lst inst. l 

Cannot “Two Phase” understand that if Mr. Brooking 
had written courteously explaining to what extent C.T.S. was 
suitable for use in ferro-concrete factories, we should all have 
been obliged to him, and still more so if this were supporte 
bv the recommendations of unbiased users, of whom I pre 
sume '' Two Phase ' to be one? 

The difference between the possibility of using a certain 
system in a particular case and the fact of its being the most 
»uilable does not seem to be properly appreciated by Mr. 
Brooking or “Two Phase.” . 

The choice of a system of wiring for particular circumstances 
must be a matter for the judgment of those concerned. and it 
is exceedingly improbable that any one system will be the most 
suitable for every case. 

In the particular industry in which I am engaged, one 10 
which there is considerable fire risk, I am so far convinee’ 
that V.I.R. wire in heavy gauge weldless screwed conduit 15 
the safest system, and in certain districts the use of this sys- 
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tem is laid down as a condition for passing buildings (electri- 
cally lighted) for this purpose. : 

‘Lhe exponents of C. T. S. should remember that they virtually 
relegate all other systems to the scrap heap, and consequently 
should be prepared for a little criticisin themselves. 

Now, I think eur good Editors will agree that it is time we 
got back to the Original subject of this correspondence—viz., 
the best form of wiring for terro-concrete factories, and gave 
our original " Inquirer" the fair play which ©“ Two Phase” 
quite rightly holds so cear. 

Croydon. . x : FRIES 
April Lith, 1921, 


As the contractor for the 250 houses mentioned in this corre- 

spondence, I would like to say something about my experience 
with regard to C. 1.5. : 
At first, I admit, I did not jump at it, as I never like risk- 
ing my reputation on a comparatively new and at that tine 
unproved system. I was, however, forced into using it for a 
fairly big Job, because C. T. S. was specified, and I then found 
out sume of its advantages, namely, ease of erection and few- 
beg of tools required. 

One of your correspondents asks what C.T.S. is unsuitable 
for. At one time I should have put a fairly long list forward 
with regard to this, but now I find it difficult to think of 
anything, in view of the large number of varied conditions 
under Which I have used it. 

] do not think it would be commercially suitable for under- 
ground mains. 

I, however, look forward to learning of any defects, as my 
experience of C. T. S. may be limited compared with the ex- 
perience of. others. 

per pro Harry Rogers. 
o J. b. ROBERTSON. 

Warrington. 

April With, 1921. 


Your correspondents all seem to strike the wrong note, and 
Mr. Brooking, although quite right in his threat re legal pro- 
wedings, would have made his point much better if instead he 
had emphasised the fact that the correspondent did not know 
the subject he Was writing about. We hold no brief for C. .S. 
cable, With the exception that we have used a great deal of this 
cable on all sorts and conditions of installations and have never 
yet found it fail to do all that is claimed for it. We are sorry 
and can quite feel for Mr. Brooking, tor we have had to put up 
with a lot of semi-libellous statements re C. T. S. cable from 
people who should know better. Most of it is prejudice—for 
We are a Very conservative nation as regards new applications— 
and a manufacturer has no guarantee that in open column 
discussions a." stick-in-theanud," ignorant of the matter at 
Issue, will not rush into print and undo a lot of good work. 
It is really a dangerous precedent, Mr. Editor, to allow your 
columns to be used at ali for or against any particular manu- 
facturer's commodity. If in favour, it looks like a cheap 
"pull "; if against, it may be libellous, or at any rate, 
unfair. We, like " Two Phase," would like to know what 
job it is not suitable for. We have installed it in laundries 
with their. excesses of water and steam, boiler houses with 
tremendous heat, and refrigerators with the opposite of tem- 
perature, and vet no complaints. Has our friend—who has 
so much against O.T.S.—tried it under all these circum- 
stances? If so, will be let us know where it fails? If not, 
will he stop rushing into print re something he knows no- 
thing about, for " a little knowledge is a dangerous thing.” 


Hurlingham Electric Co. 
FreD. C. FERRIER. 
London. 
April 4th, 1921. 


[The correspondence on this subject has proved very in- 
teresting, and has amply demonstrated the accuracy of our 
statement of April Ist (p. 402): If the subject under discus- 
sion 1s meritorious, the fact is sure to be brought out." Mr. 
Brooking could not have wished for a finer series of tributes 
to the merits of his system than it has received. Incidentally, 
we may point out, as some of our correspondents do not seem 
to have read * Inquirer's " letter, that he did not make any 
attack upon C. T. S. wire, which he regarded as“ ideal for some 
classes of work." The question under discussion 18 specifically 
the best method of wiring ferro-concrete factories, and it is a 
question of considerable importance. EDS. Evec. REV. J 


Third Harmonics. 


teferring to Mr. J. B. Stansfield’s letter of the 24th ult., 
I quite agree that the e.m.f. wave corresponding to a smooth 
flux wave will not possess ripples provided it 1s shown as 
embodying all the harmonics involved. 

The e.m.f. waves shown in figs. 5 and 6 were obtained by 
analysis and differentiation of the flux wave, and when 
actually completing the e.m.f. wave, harmonics above the 
fifth were ignored. This accounts for the rippling of the 
C. in. I. wave at the zero axis. 


If Mr. Stansfield's letter is an indication of interest in the 
article [ shall be pleased to send him a reprint copy on receipt 
of his address. 

S. Austen Stigant. 

Lewnhain. 


April oth, 1921. 


Conditions of Living and Prospects in Brazil. 


Having noticed from time to time in your valued columns 
inquiries relative to conditions abroad, and also noting that 
many of your readers with foreign experience were obliging 
enough to give help in this way, L wonder if, through the 
medium of your paper, I could obtain information as to the 
climate from a Britisher’s point of view, and the outlook of 
the electrical industry in Brazil; particularly in the State of 
Sao Paulo. Any little knowledge gleaned will be gratefully 
accepted. 

Inquirer. 

April oth, 1921. 


[A series of articles on Brazilian conditions appeared in the ` 
EnrerhicatL REVIEW commencing November 10th, 1911, which 
dealt very fully with the position at that time. The climate 
is quite suitable for British innnigrants (but what climate 1s 
not?) We shall be pleased to receive communications on the 
subject.—Eps. Erec. Rev.] 


IMPORTS OF ELECTRICAL 
FOR MARCH, 1921. 


EXPORTS AND 
GOODS 


THE trade figures for March followed very closely those of the 
previous month. Export and import figures showed increases of 
about 3'7 per cent., and 57 per cent. respectively, while re-exports 
were reduced by approximately 2'3 per cent. In the exports 
section there were increases in the shipping of electrical goods and 
apparatus (unenumerated), insulated wire, glow lamps, meters, 
electrical machinery |(unenumerated), switchboards, and telegraph 
and telephone instruments and apparatus ; other export items 
showed reductions, especialiy arc lamps, which fell from £2,421 to 
£467. Increases occurred in the value of imports of unenumerated 
electrical goods, insulated wire, batteries, unenumerated electrical 
machinery, and telegraph and telephone instruments and 
apparatus. The re-export of meters experienced a considerable 
decline, but the value of re-exported telegraph and telephone 
instruments was doubled. 


. VALUES OF ELECTRICAL EXPORTS AND IMPORTS FOR 
| MARCH, 1921. 


Exports. Imports. Re-exports 
Electrical goods and apparatus £234,722 £94,969 415,447 
(unenumerated) 
Insulated wire ... ies aes 382.804 20,754 525 
Glow lampe e T" eae 49,503 21,302 11,552 
Arc lamps and parte... eee 467 1,452 27 
Batteries sis js see 57,518 20,215 = 
Meters aes eve wen T" 36,119 26,114 693 
Carbons ... $us 485 $n 9,532 4,645 86 
Electrical machinery :— 
Railway and tramway motors ... 8.919 — — 
Other motors and generators ... 229,243 — — 
Electrical machinery (unenu- 178,961 71,853 2,144 
merated) 
Switchboards (not telegraph or 14,146 p 20 
telephone) í 
Telegraph and telephone cable 
and material :— 
Telegraph and telephone wire 131,140 2,219 184 
and cable (not submarine) 
Submarine telegraph and tele- 86,682 — — 
phone cable 
Telegraph and telephone instru- 153,085 33,739 1,890 
ments and apparatus —— 
Totals... vee 81,572,871 £297,262 £32,468 


Preventing Insulator Breakage.— Writing in th: 
Electrical World, Mr. R. H. W, Lockyer, of Trail, B.C.. says -—A 
sliding base to allow for the expansion of heavy ‘buses has put an 
end to a considerable breakage of post-type insulators that had been 
customary in a Canadian power company's station. A heavy 
bus-bar of some length and supported rigidly on post-type 
insulators was giving trouble because of the tendency of the 


‘insulators to break off. Upon investigation it was found this was 


due to the expansion of the bus when operating heavily loaded. 
Many remedial schemes were thought of—such as expansion joints 
in the 'bus—but no other was so effective as a post-type insulator 
on a sliding base. The base consists of two separate parts, one 
the brass slipper which is attached to the insulator and the other 
the guide in which the slipper moves. The guide is of machined 
grey cast-iron, When the ‘bos changes its length no strain is put 
on the insulator, as it is free to slide with the ‘bus. 


o c ————————————————M—————————————————————————— 
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NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 
(NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 


Compiled expressly for this journal by Messrs. Serton-Jones, O' DIA. AMD 
Sr&PHENS, Chartered Patent Agents, 285, High Holborn, London, W.C. 1. 


1921. 


9,216. “ Electric light extension switch." R. Amy and E. F. Greenshields: 
March 29th. 

9,242. © Electrical distribution fuse-boards, fuse-boxes, &c." W. G. H. 
Cox, Midland Electric Manufacturing Co., Ltd., and H. E. Sutherland. 
March 29th. d 

9,20. Movable point for overhead run-ways." H. Morley and W. Tout. 
March 29th. 

9,2494. ©“ Electric switches." J. Murray. March 29th. 

9.318.“ Automatic electric heating device for glass furnaces.” L. N. 
Bruner and W. G. Clark. March 29th. (United States, March 29th, 1920. 

9,322. “Electric dry battery cells.“ A, Aron. March 29th. (Germany, 
March 29th, 1929.) 

2,392. '' Dipping tanks for clectrical apparatus, &c."" H. D. Symons. 
March 29th. 

3,366. '' Control of electric motors." R. Brooks, S. Gowan and Metro- 
politan-Vickers Electrical Co., Lid. March 29th. 

9,368. Fusible electric cut-outs.” L. Bartmann. March 29th. 

9,389. “ Devices for transforming electrical energy into mechanical energy 
and inversely," J. E. A. Michel. March 29th. 

9.388. Electric switches, &c." Firm of A, Cohn, Snr. March 29th. (Ger- 
many, April 23rd, 1919.) 

9,406. '" Tefephoto lenses." O. E. Wheeler. March 30th. 

3,411. Speed regulating devices for electric motors.“ L. T. Bates. 
March 3th. 

9,465. Electrically illuminated signs." J. Moisciwitsch. March 30th. 
9,470. “ Wireless telegraph transmiuers," Ges. fur Drahtlose Telegraphie. 
March 30th. (Germany, March 3lst, 1920.) 

9.471. Telephone systems." Ges. fur. Drahtlose Telegraphie, March 30th. 
(Germany, April Ist, 1920.) 

9,473. Speed. regulating systems.” British "I homson-Houston Co., Ltd. 
(General Electric Co.). March goth. 

9,7%. Repair of metallic lamp filaments." J. von Rottenburg. March 
30th. (Germany, August 24th, 1920.) 

9,499. * Automatic circuit breaker, &c," E. C. R. Marks (Elektriska Aktie- 
bolaget Volta). March 30th. 

9491. Electric drive." E. C. R. Marks (Soc. Anon. Construction Elec- 
triques de Belgique). March 30th. i 
9,494. '' Storage batteries." H. E. Smith. March 30th. (United States, 
March 31st, 1920.) 

9,498. '' Apparatus to be connected to telephones to deliver a message.” 
C. J. Maglekilde-Petersen. March 30th. (Denmark, March 3lst, 1920.) 
9,901. “ Means for detecting breaks, &c., in submarine electric cables.” 
B. S. Smith and F. B. Young. March 30th. 
ave Apparatus for examining X-ray iubes, &c." G. Hubers. March 
th. 

9,018. Automatic, &c., telephone systems.” W. D. Edwards and Relav 
Automatic Telephone Co., Ltd. March 30th. i 
9,522. “ Electric controllers." L. Satchwell. March 30th. 

9.524. „Electric switches," E, Dobson and Foster Engineering Co., Ltd. 
March 30th. : 
9,529. '' Switch wall plug.“ A. N. Gosling. March 3lst. 

9,532. '' Control systems for electric furnaces.” O. G. Sharples. March 31st. 
9,536. “ Continuous current electrical systems." J. A. M. V. de P. 
Givelet. March 3lst. 

9,502, '' Wireless telephony." R. Whiddington. March 3ls:. 

9.553. Reciprocating clectric motors." A. Bettica, A. Macchioni, and 
G. Mazza. March 3lst. 

9,508, “ Copper contact plates for controllers for  electrically-própelled 
vehicles," W. Scott. March 3lst. 

9,590. *'' Electrical resistance grids." R. F. Baerlocher. March 3lst. f 
9,591. “ Commutators for dynamo electric machines.“ R. F. Baerlocher. 
March 3lst. 

9.5903. Cer.bined dynamo and motor." W. H. Robinson. March 3lst. 
9,595. „ Electrical switchgear.” W. A. Coates, D. R. Davies, and Metro- 
politan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. March 3lst. 

9,596. *'' Electrical switchgear.” W. A. Coates, D. R. Davies, and Mctro- 
politan- Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. March 31st. 

9.598. Accumulators for motor cars, &c." W. T. Coulson. March 31st. 
9,598. * Automatic circuit interrupting apparatus," G. A. Cheetham and 
Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. March 3lst. 

9,604. Sockets or bases of trolley poles for electrically propelled vehicles.” 
E. M. Munro. March 3lst. 

9.607. Dry cell for electric pocket lamps." J. Skorpik. March 3lst. 
(Germany, March 25th, 1919.) 

9.618. Magnetic separators.” S. Percival (Central Mining and Investment 
Corporation, Lid, “Fransvaal, Consolidated Land & Exploration Co., Ltd., 
S.T. Treyaskis, and L. B. Woodworth). March 3lst. 

9,628, '' Processing higher harmonic currents in secondary circuit of poly- 
phase metal-vapour rectifiers," Akt.-Ges. Brown, Boveri et Cie. March 3lst. 
(Switzerland, April Ist, 1920.) 

9.654. Means for recording and gauging duration of telephone calls." J. 
Dunlop. March 31st. 

9.657. Circuit making and breaking device." E. Schattner. March 3lst. 

9.064. " Call “recording device for telephone instruments." R. B. Dunlop. 
April Ist. 

9.6 6. Self-cleaning sparking plug." D. D. Esson. April Ist. 

9,797, '' Spring contacts of electric lamps.” J. H. Brown. April Ist. 

9,721. *' Electric heaters.” Cutler-Hammer Manufacturing Co. April Ist. 
(United States, June 22nd, 1990.) 

9.721. Dynamo electric machines.” W. E. M. Ayres. April Ist. 

9,741. '' Automatic electric. switches." H. W. F. Ireland, H. Lucas, and 
O. Lucas. pril Ist. 

9.742. Ehe tro-magrnetic. horns." H. W. F. Ireland, H. Lucas, and O. 
Lucas. April Ist. 

9,752. '' [hermionic valves, &c." NMullard Radio Valve Co., Ltd., and 
S. R. Mullard. April Ist. l 

9,754. 8 Fittings for electrical conduits. A. F. Smith. April Jst. 

9.76. Switches of the quick make and break type.” J. B. Tucker. 
April 2nd. 

9.771. Method of fixing in place stator cores of induction motors, &c.” 
Electrie Construction Co., Ltd., and H. Jones. April 2nd. 

9.774. Electrical indicator and controller for bearings.” G. Marshman. 
April 2nd. 

9,779. '' Sealing ends of cable-carrving pipes." H. R. Billing. April And. 

9.792. *'' Automatically indicating location of fault or overload in electric 
power system," J. S. Blackhall. April 2nd. : 

9,805. U* Electric, &c., lighting apparatus." W. L. Chance and F. E. 
Lamplough, April 2nd. 

9.807. ‘Search lights, &c."" F. Simoni. April And. 

9. 814. Electric fuse boxes.” II. A. Erdbrink, F. C. Mellinann, and F. W. 
Randt. April 2nd, 

W823. t Means for controlling power factor of motor, &c., circuits." H. A. 
Carney, April And. 

9. 25. Electricallv-operated bells, &.“ J. H. Henderson, F. V. Russell, 
W. K. Sykes, Interlocking Signal Co., Ltd., and E. S. Tiddeman. April And. 


U 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


1917. : 

2,158. Continuous current measuring apparatus with iron in the fiid 

of current." Allgemeine Elektricitats Gesellschaft. February 13th, 1417. 
(Germany, June 24th, 1914.) (10. 480.) 


2918. 

5,398. * Process of clectrolytically producing iron and alloys thereof." 
A. T. C. kstelie. March 27th, 1918. (159, 906.) 

A919. 
11,303. “ Electrichlly heated -soldering irons." Soc. Anon. Dite * Calor,” 
May 6th, 1918. (126, 635.) 

15,617. klectric irons.” G. A. Hughes. June 18th, 1919. (159,903) 

15,145. *' Electric ovens." F. T. Hewson. January 20th, 1920. (10, lol.) 

21,446. „ blectric fuses, heating elements, and the like.” A. F. Berry. 
September Ist, 1919. (160, 195.) 

21.890 J. * Electric wave form indicators or oscillographs." P. Trichard. 
September oth, 1919. (160. 196.) 

22.28 7. electric supply systems.“ F. Mouron. September lth, 19:3, 
(Switzerland, September 10th, 1918.) (132, 316.) 

24. U 8.3. Electrical testing apparatus.” R. H. Lane and Indicators, I. id. 
October 9th, 1919. (160,201.) 

25, 0. °° Electric clocks." I. H. Parsons and A. E. J. Ball. October Ith, 
1919. (100,204.) l 

26,415. "' Electrical cut-out.” W. H. 
(Cognate application 14,414/20.) (159,917.) 

26,984. '' Means for supporting electrice fittings from conduit outlet s 
and the like." E. C. R. Marks (Toledo Metal Products Co.). November . 
1919. (159,918.) 

27.3914. '' Construction of vacuum tubes and the like, especially of the 
type used in wireless communication." J. Scott-Taggart. November 6th, 
1919. (15. 20.) : 

27,324. '' Electric. driving and controlling gear for planing nfichines.” 
Electromotors, Ltd., B. Longbottom, and E. Greenhalgh. November 6:h, 
1919. (160, 200.) 

27.6.3675. Ammeters, voltmeters, and other recording and indicating ie- 
struments.“ W. F. Smith. and T. G. P. Healey. November ath, 191. 
160.211.) ’ 

27.70. Suspension chains for the support of electric lamps, lamp fittings, 
and electric cables and wires, and other purposes." J. 1. Hall. Novemba 
lüth, 1919. (159,932.) 

27,934. '' Dvnamo-electric. machines.“ A. E. White (United States Ligh: 
and Heat Corporation). November IIth, 1919. (159,939.) 

28,307. "'' Electric. connections." British Electric Transformer Co., Ltd., 
and W. J. Sims. November 14th, 1919. (160.218.) 
24,499. *' Electric gas lamp with glow discharge.” 
October 27th, 1917. (145 485.) 

30,35. Manufacture of thermionic valves and the like."" H. I.. Crostha 
and W. Makower. December 4th, 1919. (159,955.) 

30.485. '' Conducting leads for electrical apparatus." British reren. 
Houston Co., Ltd. (General Electric Co.). December Sth, 1919. (159,8: 
30. 487. Electro- magnetic waye signalling apparatus." J. Robinsn am 
H. L. Crowthér, December Sth, 1919. (159,959.) 

30.792. Maypneto electric machines.“ F. J. Lord and R. A. Tow 
December 9th, 1919. (159,975.) 

30.800. Signalling transmitting mechanisms." Western Electric Co, li. 
(Western Electric Co., Inc.). December 9th, 1919. (Addition to 24.500, 14. 
159.976. 

1 “ Electric furnaces for calcining magnesia and for similar pur. 
poses," F. S. Newall. December 9th, 1919. (160,231.) 

30.843. Thermionic amplifiers and detectors." H. J. 
9th, 1919. (159,984.) 

31.08*. '' Electrical coils and the manufacture thereof.“ H. Wade (Coto 
Coil Co.). December llth, 1919. (159.997.) 

31.268. '' Telephones." R. I.. Murray and Telephone Manufacturing Ce. 
Ltd. December 13th, 1919. (160,243) , 

31.304. Electrical signalling apparatus for use in mines and other places 
F. E. Imeson and C. Hunter. December 13th, 1919... (1660,245.) 

31,129. '' Sparking plugs." F. J. Nicholls. December 15th, 1919. (160.001) 

31.345. © Radio-navigational apparatus and the like.” J. Erskine-Murrss, 
J. Robinson, and H. L. Crowther. December Toth, 1919.  (160,250.) 

31.346. Radio-navigational apparatus and the like." J. Frskine-Murray, 
J. Robinson, and H. L. Crowther. December 15th, 1919. (160.251) — 

31.384. Electricallv-driven. sewing machines?" F. W. Le Tan (Westing 
house Electric & Manufacturing Co.). December 15th, 1919. A6025) | 

31.300, “ Electric lighting systems for automobiles and other vehicles.’ 
J. S. Withers (L. Renault). December 15th, 1919. (160,257.) 

31,472. '' Mounting of rotary shafts for electric motors, dynamos, and 
rotary converters," L. King. December 16th, 1919. (160,260.) 

31.501. „ Electric. signalling apparatus." M. J. Railing and J. J. V. Con- 
naughton.” December 16th, 1919. (Addition to 139,994.) (160.261) m" 

31.891. „Contact breakers for ignition magnetos and the like," Villies 
Engineering Co., Ltd, F. H. Farrer, and F. Bountney. December 18th, 
1919. (160,283.) . 

31.966. ‘Sparking plugs for internal combustion engines.“ G. Wison. 
December 26th, 1919. (160,011.) 

32.000. „Protective devices for electric circuits." British Thomson-Houstoa 
Co., Ltd. (General Electric Co.). December And. 1919. (160,017 .) 

32.194. X-ray apparatus," British Thomson-llouston Co., Ltd. (Genera: 
Electric Co.). December 23rd, 1919. (160.019.) 

32.195. *''X-rav apparatus," British Thomson-Houston Cos Ltd. (General 
Electric Co.). December 23rd, 1919. (160.020.) 

32.732. Alternating current electric control mechanism for cranes or other 
hoisting gear." H. Morris, Ltd.. and W. N. Weston, December 31st, 1919. 
160.4. 

! ET “ Masts far shoats, shins, aerontines, seaplanes, portable wireless 
installations, and other purposes." J. . Harrison (legal personal representathe 
of C. Harrison, deceased). December 31st, 1919. (160,027 .) . 

32.881. Apparatus for waving or curlins the hair," Quain Electric Co. 
Ltd., and J. R. Spink. December 31st, 1919. (160.304.) i 


2920. 

152. Dvnamo-electric machines," British Thomson. Houston. Co., LH. 
H. W. Tavlor, J. Hutt, and F. H. Clough. January And. 1920. B 
243. Electric insulators for electric switches and like cannectiors.” Ree 
Thomson-Houston Co., Ltda and HT. Trencham, January 3rd, 1725 116a 031 1 
2.031. '' Apparatus for grindins electric commutators or distributors." F. 
Roltan, January 22nd, 1920  (160,330.) T" 
4458, "Electrical heating apparatus.“ G. F. Joseph. February 10th, 1%. 

(160,348.) 
5.024. Electrical fuses, switches, and the like.“ Midland. Electric Manu: 
facturing Co., Ltd.. and H. E. Sutherland. February 19th, 1920, (160.354. 
5.097. Dynamos for use with lighting and storting devices upon moter 
vehicles," I. R. P. E. F. M. Grimaud. June 13th, 1919. (144.997..) 
5.190. „ Electric heaters for liquids." C. G. Nobbs and W. W. Noble. 
February 20th, 1920. (160.07 4.) . 
7664. '" Electric furnaces.” E. C. R. Marks (Scovill Manufacturing Co). 
March 15th, 1920. (160.082.) . i 
B,NTR. “Electric signalling systems.” Western Electric Co., Ltd. Novem wf 
14th, 1914. (140, 807.) 


Illingworth, October 25th, 191). 


iu, 


Pintsch Akt.Ges. 


Round. December 


1921. 
GOR, „ Means for cleaning cooling apparatus," K, Baumana and Metro 
politan-Vickera Electrical Co., Ltd. October 27th, 1919. (Divided application 
on 158,080.) (160,134.) i 
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DIVIDED COUNSELS. 


WirH the sudden decision of the railwaymen and trans- 
port workers to withdraw their active support from 
their allies and to abandon their intention to bring 
about a general strike on Friday last, the crisis of 
the situation was passed. Various reasons have been 
assigned for their action, none of which, in all pro- 
bability, was the only factor involved. The excuse 
officially put forward was that the miners ought to have 
agreed to reopen negotiations, on the lines accepted by 
their spokesman, Mr. Hodges, and this was undoubtedly 
true; but the discovery that half the members of the 
railway and transport unions would ignore the call as 
certainly exerted a powerful influence upon the atti- 
tude of their leaders, who perceived that a gigantic 
fiasco was imminent and hastily chose what was, from 
their point of view, the lesser evil, but was in fact, to 
Once the 
strike had commenced it would have been tenfold as 


the nation as a whole, an unmixed good. 


difficult to call a halt, and immense injury would have 
been inflicted upon the nation’s interests both at home 
and abroad—while the remoter consequences might have 

been of the utmost gravity. | 

The leaders of the miners’ allies showed a remarkable 
and lamentable dullness of perception if indeed they 
failed to realise what was common knowledge outside 
their councils—that striking with the object of com- 
pelling Parliament to grant a subsidy to others was a 
highly unpopular proposition, both from & constitutional 
and from a personal point of view. No one will accuse 
the railwaymen and transport workers of deliberate dis- 
loyalty or of a desire to upset the constitution, and the 
former, at any rate, at present are not nursing any 
grievance on the score of wages; hence the proposal to 
strike—on altruistic grounds—was distasteful to them. 
To strike in the face of public opinion and with their 
own followers half-hearted would have been to court 
defeat, and once more discretion proved the better part 
of valour. Will they not now learn that, sweet as it may 
seem to wield unfettered power, it were far better for 
them to submit such weighty issues to the secret ballot, 
and thus obtain the true opinion of their members before 
committing themselves to drastic action? 

The forces of sedition have received a set-back which 
will long continue to cripple their activities, and all im- 
mediate danger of revolutionary movements has been 
dispelled by the common sense in the mass for which this 
nation is distinguished. But there still remains the 
great coal strike, which has now lasted three weeks, and 
already has caused widespread misery and privation, be- 
sides producing unemployment in many industries and 
threatening quickly to involve others. Ostensibly a dis- 
pute about wages, it is really nothing of the sort; the 
miners’ representatives have steadily refused to discuss 
the question of wages, with the one exception of Mr. 
Hodges, whose resignation has been called for as the 
result of his action. The strike is mainly a political 
move, intended to force the Government to adopt a policy 


[501] 


502 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. [Vol 88. No. 2,265, Ara 23, 1991, 


which is blatantly unwise and contrary to the national 
interests... But the political cause is lost beyond redemp- : 
tion, and it now remains only for the miners to do that - 


which they should have done at first—to enter into a dis- 
cussion of ways and means to make the best of the 
economic situation in which they find their industry. 
Why that once thriving industry has fallen on evil days 
we are not concerned to discuss, though we think a com- 
parison between the output per man in 1913 and in 1920 
would shed inuch light upon the question ; but we are sure 
that no one in this country would willingly see the miner 
compelled to accept a standard of living lower than the 
highest that the industry can bear. To suppose that as 
a result of the war the standard of living in any grade 
of the community can be permanently raised is to trifle 
with the teachings of the most elementary common sense 
after spending 8,000 millions sterling on unproductive 
objects the nation must necessarily be impoverished for 
years to come ; but we are by no means the worst sufferers 
from the war, and if our people would only put their 
backs into their work and PRODUCE as abundantly and as 
‘cheaply as they could, we should soon recover our posi- 
tion and our national prosperity. 
As reported in our last issue, the London branch. of 
tlie Electrical Trades Union decided to take part in the 
intended general strike. The Electrical Power Engi- 
neers’ Association, on the other hand, took a serious 
view of its obligations and -responsibilities in the 
national emergency, and resolved to continue at work, 
in order to maintain the public supply of electricity. 
These decisions are in agreement with our anticipations. 


EUER pu i De EE re e s s I D UR SER T GE aU ERE RR D 


Now is the time, in our opinion, for 

The Industrial a broad and generous settlement | be- 

. Situation. tween the coal miners and coal owners. 

So far neither help nor benefit has 

come from Government interference, and we venture to 

submit that the problem is eminently one for settlement 
within the industry itself. 

The provision of an abundant supply of cheap fuel 
is perhaps of more importance to our industry than to 
any other, and is the foundation of all progress towards 
that flood of electrical power which was not long ago 
one of the main planks of the reconstruction programme. 

It was, of course, notorious that the Government was 
making immense profits out of the export coal trade, 
and this fact, no doubt, was contributory to the ‘‘ ca’ 
canny " humour of the miners. It is also believed in 
many quarters that the owners were not anxious to 
exploit their best seams or to secure the highest pos- 
sible profits so long as these profits were taken by the 
Government. The time has now arrived when the in- 
dustry must stand upon its own feet, and the issue as 
between owners and miners real narrows down to a 
question of minimum wages. 

In this matter we cannot withhold a word of sympathy 
for one phase of the miners’ proposals. As a united 
body, representing practically all the workers in the 
coal mines, they point to the injustice which is involved 
when a man working upright in a six-foot seam receives 
the sanie price per ton, or proportionally a very much 
higher wage per diem, than the man who is working 
bent double in a seam three or four feet thick. Their 
proposal is that the fortunate mines in which coal is 
easy to get should contribute out of the wages paid to 
the miners, and out of the profits which the owners 
eventually hope to secure, to a pool which should be 
used to provide a minimum reasonable wage for miners 
in the poorer mines, or in less fortunate positions. 
On the face of it this appears to be a just and even 


$ > 


~ 


generous proposition on the part of the miners, and 


one which could be carried into effect without seriously- 
interfering with the natural variations in rates of profit 
us between mine and mine. 

We quite agree with the Governinent contention that 
anything which would bring back, or tend to bring 
back, Government control would be an unmitigated 
curse, and that nothing should be done to destroy the 
incentive on the part of the owners to produce as much 
coal and profit as possible, and on the part of the miners 
to increase the output to the greatest possible extent. 
We have no doubt that, given favourable conditions, 
owners would soon be found doing their utmost to pro- 
vide electrical and other equipment to ensure the greatest 
possible output per man, and on the part of the miners 
if a reasonable wage and satisfactory conditions of 
living could be arranged for every man in the industry, 
they, on their side, might be induced to return to their 
pre-war activity and output. Whether a restoration of 
the eight-hour day is possible is a matter for discussion. 

We venture to suggest that owners and miners should 
get together as quickly as possible under the chairman- 
ship of some able and impartial man, than whom no 
better could be found than Sir Arthur Duckham, K.C.B., 
and that thev should proceed to set their house in order, 
without giving the opportunity for further outside in- 
terference or internal embitterment. The struggle has 
already lasted far too long, and the interests or the 
whole nation call for & prompt, generous, and per- 
manent settlement. | 


— — — 4 — 


One of the most extraordinary facts 


French in connection with the French occupa- 
Enterprise tion of the district of the Saar is the 
in Germany. inexplicable interest manifested by 


French financial and industrial com- 
panles in Gerinan iron and steel and engineering under- 
takings in that district, in which they are reputed 
to hold 60 per cent. of the total capital, and to these 
participations has now to be added a scheme for the 
French control of the Homburg generating station be- 
longing to the Pfalz (Palatinate) Works Co., of Lud- 
wigshafen. This station, which supplies a considerable 
part of the Rhenish Palatinate with light and power, 
is dependent upon the delivery of Saar coal for generat- 
ing purposes, us Ruhr coal is unobtainable in sufficient 
quantities, and at the same time 1s too costly on account 
of the high transport expenses. It is now proposed to 
transfer the Homburg station to a new company having 
an ordinary share capital of 30,000,000 marks, and 
loan issues df 70,000,000 marks. Sixty per cent. of 
the combined capital and loans is, it is said, to be taken 
over by the Compagnie Générale d’Electricité of Paris, 
the French Thomson-Houston Co., and the Schneider Co. 
of Creusot, while the balance will be held by German 
interests. Before the war there were many instances of 
friendly co-operation between French and German in- 
dustrial interests. This question, however, does not 
come into consideration in connection with the requisi- 
tion of 60 per cent. of the financial interests in Saar 
iron and steel and engineering works or the proposed 
absorption of 60 per cent. of the capital in the Homburg 
generating station. The key to the position—it is well 
to speak plainly—lies in the French State possession 
of the Saar coal mines, as it appears from the Versailles 
Treaty, in perpetunity ; coal is the lever which has given 
the French the great hold on the Saar works, and coal 
is again the lure in the case of the Homburg electricity 
works. It is easy to understand the desire of the French 
authorities to obtain permanent markets for Saar coal 
in face of the present impossibility of doing so, or of 
even keeping the miners on full working shifts. On 
the other hand, the idea cannot readily be dismissed 
from consideration that French industrial interests 
would have been better occupied in developing their 
own resources and those in redeemed Lorraine, rather 
than in extending their sphere of activity to works in 
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the Saar and beyond, D it is a foregone conclusion 
that the Saar region must remain German property, 
as the Treaty provides that when the plebiscite takes 


place 18 years from ratification, only those resident in- 


the district of the Saar at the date of the signature of 
the Treaty will be entitled to record their votes. 


ACCORDING to the daily Pros, some 

The Electricity 50 Members of Parliament have given 

(Supply) Bill. notice to move the rejection of the Elec- 

. tricity (Supply) Bill introduced by Sir 

Eric Geddes, on the second reading. As it is the desire 

of the Government to avoid contentious legislation dur- 

ing this session, there is reason to fear that the Bill may 

not be passed, in which case the work of the Electricity 

Commissioners will be sadly hampered. So far as a 

cursory examination reveals, the contents of the Bill 

are ldentical in every respect with those of the Bill 

introduced at the end of last session and reviewed in 
our issues of Deceniber 24th and 3lst, 1920. 


Ir had been understood that, in elec- 
trical circles at least, it was strongly 
held that all new buildings should be 
wired for an electricity supply, and 
that wherever the least possibility of 
success was apparent no effort should be spared to 


The Building 
. Trades 
Exhibition. 


bring about this, from every point of view, desirable 


consummation. Moreover, it is obvious that an exhibi- 
tion organised by the building trades is the place for 
exhibits illustrative of wiring systems and all kinds of 
domestic electrical apparatus. 

With the above-mentioned considerations in mind, a 
visit was paid to the Building Trades Exhibition, now 
in progress at Olympia, in confident anticipation that 
such an exceptional opportunity of enlisting the interest 
and sympathy of all connected with housing and the 
building trade in the subject of ‘‘electricity in the 
home,” and the innumerable benefits and economies that 
are bound to result from the use of electricity, not only 
for lighting, but also for cooking, heating, and power, 
would have been fully utilised by the electrical interests 
concerned. 

Alas! what does the visitor find? Out of some 295 
stands about a dozen of more or less electrical interest 
(with the emphasis on less). and only four or five of 
those that could by anx stretch of imagination be 
described as ** all electric " ones. One stand devoted to 
cooking and heating devices-—not a single exhibit of 
installation materials or wiring systems; not one of 
lighting fittings! o | 

What a record! Worse even than that of last year, 
and a truly disheartening one. While the gas interests 
are on every occasion conspicuously in evidence, elec- 
tricity is relegated to the background—and with what 
effect? "The visitor notices the absence of electrical ex- 
hibits and draws his own conclusion. We can only hope 


it will be a charitable conclusion, but assumptions are 


dangerous. 

When will the electrical people cease hibernating, 
and bestir themselves from their torpid state to the 
realisation of the fact that thev need publicity, and 
that to obtain it they must seek it, in the right way, 
and at the opportune moment? 


Ox Monday next the annual general 
meeting of the Electrical Trades Bene- 
volent Institution will take place. It is 
not usually an pecasion for standing room only“; in 


The E. T. B. I. 


fact, it must be regretfully confessed that the attendance | 


is generally meagre. Is. it.pressure.of work,. counter- 
attractiops, or lack of interest. that keeps the BIDS 
away! | 8 

This is a very necessary ud wholly laudable institu- 
tion, whose sole. purpose is the. intenselv human, but 
divinely inspired. motive that is instilled by.the story 
of “the good Samaritan ” ; but in this case the victims 
of misfortune are. of our ow Dr nationality and of our own 


= a mouse, with dignified toleration. 


profession—hence their cause should appeal to us even 
more urgently. May we not hope that some of the sup- 
porters of the Institution will make it their business to 
step aside for an hour and give the benefit of their advice 
to the Committee of Management, and make themselves 
acquainted at first hand with the affairs and the work 
of the Institution? "Their presence will be most welcoine, 
and the evidence of their personal interest will hearten 
the Committee, and encourage its members to greater 
efforts. ‘There is nothing so depressing as indifference— 
active hostility would be a powerful stimulant, but 
cordial support, after all, is the very best spur. 


di THE classic paper read before the 
The Romance of Institution of Electrical Engineers by 
the Turbine. Mr. K. Baumann should prove a land- 

mark ’’ in the development of the steam 
turbine. It is a mine of information on present-day 
theory and practice, and though in some respects it 
lacks completeness, the author cannot be reproached on 
that account; the 59 pages are closely packed with matter 
of the highest interest and value, and papers read before 
Institutions are not intended to be exhaustive treatises. 
The Institution is to be congratulated on securing, for 
the second time, so useful a contribution from this 
author. = —— | S | 

The history of the steam turbine is an engineering 
romance. We well remember seeing one of the earliest 
of Sir Charles Parsons's machines at the Glasgow Ex- 
hibition of 1888, mounted on a stand about the size 
of an office desk. and running at a speed of something 
like 10,000 revolutions per minute. The attitude of 
the Clydeside engineers towards the little spinner was 
highly charged with scepticism, 1f not open disapproval. 
They gave it the opprobrious title of “ steam-eater,”’ 
aud it was, in fact, regarded as little less wasteful than 
an open pipe through which the steam could blow at 
will. The Clyde built monster vertical marine engines 
towering 40 feet above their bedplates, which looked 
down upon their tiny rival as an elephant might regard 
But what a change 
has taken place since then—how are the mighty. fallen! 
Clydeside has built steam turbines of the largest size. 
and the giant quadruple expansion engine has followed 
the beam engine into the limbo of the past, together 
with the huge flywheel alternator. 

With all due deference to Hero of Alexandria, De 
Laval was the first to build a practicable turbine, of 
the impulse type; but it was Parsons that doggedly per- 
severed with the development of the machine. on the 
reaction principle, in the face of countless difficulties, 
and established its position as the premier heat engine 
for large powers—an achievement by which for all time 
he has crowned british engineering ‘with glory. Splen- 
did work has been done abroad, but Parsons hewed the 
track to success. In the early nineties we saw his 
machines supplying part of Newcastle- upon-Tyne with 
electricity; in 1899 we went to see his 1,000-kW sets 
destined for Elberfeld, which marked the opening of 
a new era in the history of the turbine; and in 1913 
we recorded the dispatch of his 25,000-kW set to Chicago, 
which set the seal on his success. It is a proud record. 
In 1892 a 200-h. p. Parsons turbo-alternator consumed 
27 lb. of steam per kWh, thus rivalling the per- 
formances of the best compound condensing reciprocat- 
ing engines." In 1900 the Elberfeld 1,000-kW set con- 
sumed 20} lb. per kWh; and in 1913 the 25,000-kW set 
consumed 11} Ib., a result within 0.6 lb. of the best 
recorded in Table 22 of Mr. Baumann's paper. Accord- 
ing to the Electrical World, the total steam power equip- 
ment installed in the United States in 1920 was 11} 
million: h. p., of which: 154 per cent. was eredited to 
reciprocating engines, ‘and no less than 844 per cent. 
to steam turbines; in 1907 only 1} million h.p. was 
installed, of which 44 per cent. was provided by turbinés. 
Thus .the reciprocating engine practically reached its 
limit 14 vears ago, while the turbine accounts for almost 
the whole of the additional power installed since that 
time. e ou 
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THE FINAL ADJUSTMENT OF PRECISION 


INDUCTANCES. 


— 


General Considerations. —'lhis is a subject about 
which there is little definite published information. 
There are, of course, several methods adopted by makers 
of inductances and by experimentalists for the attain- 
ment of high accuracy, and in the following article the 
writer has endeavoured to present several examples of 
these. The inductances referred to are of the ironless 
tvpe, and of fixed value; both self and mutual induct- 
ances are dealt with. The information contained herein 
will, it is hoped, prove generally useful, but particularly 
so to workers in electrical test-rooms and laboratories. 

An inductance is invariably made up with some form 
of fixed support, this, as a rule, being the convenient 
bobbin. If precision is not desired, and a mere approxi- 
mate or round-figure value suflices, then the natural 
thing to do is to adjust to one turn. With a-high self- 
inductance—say, of one henry, which can be attained 
with about 2,350 turns and a mean diameter of 15 cm. 
—it is possible to reach an accuracy of 0.1 per cent. or 
even 0.02 per cent. with one-turn adjustment ; with low 
values (say, of less than 100 millihenries), adjustment 
to one turn is useless for precision work. ‘This can 
readily be understood when it 1s remembered that self- 
xiductance is proportional to (No. of turns)“; [the 
reciprocal of (No. turns)'] x value of the self-inductance 
roughly gives the one-turn value, this being relatively 
much greater for low than for high self-inductances. 

In the case of mutual inductances, where, if you 
double the turns of one component winding you double 
the m.i. value, one turn represents a definitely im- 
portant amount. 

Whatever the inductance may be, the calculated value 
must be checked by actual test; with high values and 
the application of a really reliable formula, quite good 
results are obtainable, especially as one- or two-turn 
adjustment suffices, but in low values calculation can- 
not be so fully relied upon, and the check-test (as well 
as adjustment to other than one-turn accuracy) becomes 
imperative. Under most working conditions, however, 
it is found that, whatever the size of inductance, the cal- 
culated value is to be regarded as an approximate 
stipulation only, finality as regards number of complete 
turns and part-turn being decided on test. 

If consistent precision is required, an open coil with- 
out any really solid support should be deprecated. It 
is quite possible—in fact, easy—to adjust such an in- 
ductance very accurately; but when eventual working 
conditions are taken into consideration such construc- 
tion must be abandoned, unless the inductance is merely 
required for brief experimental purposes. Tempera- 
ture effects (including heating from the air and by acci- 
dental overloads), inherent changes, and possible rough 
treatment preclude the adoption of such form for pro- 
longed use. 

A solidly confined coil, then, is imperative. The sup- 
port which appeals most from the point of view of con- 
venience in manufacture is the round bobbin form with 
a square-cut slot; other kinds are met with, including 
the rectangular former type, but the bobbin is univer- 
sally favoured and, in the practical details which follow, 
this is the form treated. Most of the directions, how- 
ever, are not applicable solely to the bobbin coll. 

The most effective material for the bobbin is marble, 
and it is used for standards, but Cuba mahogany and 
similar hard woods thoroughly seasoned and impreg- 
nated, are good substitutes. Insulating materials and 
fixing media should be of reliable quality. non-hygro- 
scopic, and of such nature as to set rigidly. Drving— 
out in vacuo is a wise precaution. In practice, such 
steps as the latter and polishing of the wood, &c., should 
he carried out before actually beginning the final ad- 
justment; in this case it is advisable to adjust roughly 
and leave on an excess number of turns, preferably pro- 
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tecting the exposed layer. Finality of adjustment can 
afterwards be safely undertaken. 

When this latter stage is reached several alternative 
methods whereby precision is secured are possible. Con- 
ditions will determine which is the best. For example, 
the size and construction of a given bobbin, and parti- 
cularly the position of its terminals, will point to which- 
ever method is applicable; on the other hand, it may be 
feasible to make the bobbin to suit a particular method. 

I. Seif-inductances.—At first thought the obvious 
course in lieu of the one-turn is to start the last turn and 
to return before completing it—keepiny the outgoing and 
the incoming wires apart. Except in single- and 
perhaps two-laver inductances the effect is negligible, 


lic. 1. 


and even in the case of the exceptions this ruse is of 
little real use; this is also the result with the artifice of 
winding on a last turn of curly form. The practical 
ulternatives now set forth are classified as far as pos- 
sible: — 

(a) The position of the terminals is important. In 
fig. 1 are shown three simple alternatives wherein the 
terminals are disposed on the flat of one cheek. The 
left illustration shows a very convenient method where- 
by the last turn is finished exactly where the required 
precision value is reached, and the terminal « placed to 
suit; this arrangement is apt to cause trouble witn the 
outside leads. The second illustration (m) shows tlie 
two terminals a and b located in the centre of the cheek. 
In both of these alternatives the short lengths of wire on 
the cheek should preferably be sunk into the latter. 

The terminals may both be placed near the periphery 
of the cheek, as in fig. 1 c; this plan suffers from the 
disadvantage of arrangement a. In fig. 2 the terminals 
are shown close together, in one case being near the 
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cheek edge, and in the other on the bridge of ebonite or 
the like—a design which has certain advantages. The 
terminal connections from the winding can be disposed 
as in fig. 3 A, but a better alternative is finally to adjust 
in the winding slot itself. If one or more turns on the 
last layer are wound with a greater diameter than that 


_ of the latter the self-inductance can be reduced. This 


can be carried out by placing the adjusting turn(s) on 
the inside of one cheek, as shown bv the arrow in fig. 2 &. 
A more convenient alternative is to separate the turns 
from the last laver.by a suitable number of windings 
of insulating strip, or to run a length of sleeving on 
the said turns of wire. Provided there has been an 
excess number of turns to start with there should be no 
need to solder on an extra length of wire. 


Vol. 88. No. 2,265, APRIL 22, 1921. THE 


ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


505 


(^) A crude, but, so far as regards ease of adjustment, 
eflective arrangement is to place the last layer on the 
outside of one cheek (vide tig. 3B), connection being 
made to the terminals; the shape and position of the 
loop so formed are varied until satisfactory accuracy of 
value is obtained, cleats and hard wax or the like being 
applied during the operation. This method is suitable 
lor inductance bobbins enclosed in protective cases. 

(c) The previous device can be modified so as to sink 
the adjustment itself in the cheek ; it is difficult to cut 
a suitable groove for the kind of loop referred to in 
(^), but a circular pit can be cut at the centre of the 
bebbin, and one or more loops placed in this, the. hole 
afterwards being filled in and preferably covered—say, 
bv a name-plate or terminal block. 

%) If the self-inductance be adjusted to one turn 
"nder required value the latter can be reached by .con- 
necting in series another inductance wound: on a very 


Fic. 3. 


much smaller bobbin, rough accuracy on this giving the 
required precision on the composite inductance. Such 
an arrangement 1s conveniently carried out, but the com- 
ponent bobbins must not be allowed to change their 
relative positions; further, the existence of two fields is 
a source of difficulty in actual application. In a modi- 
feation, the little inductance is placed in the winding 
siot over the main inductance. Several positions are 
possible, and one can place the coil non-inductively to 


.the main coil or with the two fields opposing or assist- 


ing. Permanence of position is naturally imperative. 

(e) In the case of solenoidal windings one can fre- 
quently have recourse to the spacing-out of a certain 
number of turns. This is very effective with tiny in- 
ductances. One of a microhenry, for example, can be 
made up with four turns of (say) 30 S.W.G. wire on a 
zem. diameter tube, and the turns can be spaced out 
over à winding length of about 0.5 cm. Further, with 
these small values the self-inductance of the internal ter- 
minal leads can sometimes be utilised. 

II. Mutual Inductances.—(Fixed types being pre- 
sumed) the two windings may be applied concentrically 
in a single winding slot of one bobbin; or a bobbin with 
two adjacent winding slots can be utilised; or two 
separate single-slot bobbins may be adopted. In many 
wavs the first-mentioned, in which the windings occupy 
the same mean plane, is the best. As regards precision 
wljustment, this is generally carried out by altering the 
uuniber of turns on one winding only—the winding 
which is most accessible, particularly if one of them is to 
lave a required value of self-inductance; both this and 
relative position may decide the m.i. of the two-bobbin 
arrangement. 

In the adjustment of one winding, recourse may be 
had to any of the methods utilised in (a), (0), (c), (d). 
and (e) above. If one of the windings is composed of 


.- wire which is much thicker than that of the neighbour- 


ing coil, it is advisable finally to adjust, and so to pre- 
dispose the windings, as to carry this out with the 
thinner wire, 

Whilst on this particular topic it may be of interest 
briefly to mention the method of final adjustment used 
in Campbell’s Variable Mutual Inductance (“ V.M.1.’’).* 
In this the two fired secondaries are wound with cable 
composed of ten sections, each section consisting of four 
strands of silk-covered wire. The primary and the two 
fixed secondaries are placed on a couple of concentric 
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These details by kind permission of the Cambridge & Paul 
Instrument Co., Ltd. 


bobbins spaced out by three supporting pillars. Each 
of the secondaries is finally adjusted by a loop or the 
cable on the cheek of the outer bobbin, in the manner 
shown in fig. 4 4, and rigidly retained in place by cleats 
and wax. 

Every section of a secondary cable in the V. M. I.“ 
represents a definite value of mutual inductance, and 
the ten sections being connected in series, the total m.1. 
should equal ten times that of one section. It 1s some- 
times very difficult in practice to make the sections pre- 
cisely equal, and the author therefore introduced the 
split cable“ device shown in fig. 4 B. At the point a 
of the adjusting loop tlie cable is opened out into the 
ten sections and after the solid portion of the loop has 
been disposed to give a mean m.i. value, final adjust- 
ment is carried out by the little exposed length of each 
section. i ` 

Conclusion.—This article is concerned mainly with 
the eonstructional aspect of inductance adjustment, but 
it will not be out of place to mention briefly a few 
points in connection with actual measurement. Certain 
precautions must be observed, or the care taken in 
accurate adjustment will be rendered more or less useless 
and the precision valueless. Stress has been laid on the 
possible effects of inside.leads in small self-inductances, 
external temporary leads also require consideration, for 
their inductance and/or capacity may militate against 
test accuracy. Generally the leads can be ‘‘ shorted "' 
while the test zero is determined, and this should be 
carried out with as little change as possible in the dis- 
position of the leads relative to the inductance. When 
using a.c. for test purposes, fair constancy of frequency 
is essential—in some cases absolutely imperative; the 
writer remembers trying circumstances under which he 
used an inductor alternator driven by a motor, the speed 
of which carefully adjusted itself according to the by no 
means inconsiderable pressure variation of the works’ 
mains, the set and its control gear being well out of his 
reach. 

Stra fields and the mutual effect between the test 
apparatus and the inductance must be counteracted. 
Placing the inductance at a distance necessitates lengthy 
leads, and these are inadvisable. It should be turned 
through 180 deg. after a first reading and another then 
taken—the mean of these readings being accepted; in 
addition, the inductance under test should, so far as 
]s possible, be placed non-inductively to the inductive 
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portion (if any) of the measuring apparatus, the axes 
being on the same plane. Mutual inductances are some- 
what troublesome in this respect. ln any case, stray 
fields and adjacent metallic articles must be avoided if 
possible; a glance under the test-bench sometimes proves 


enlightening ! 


The behaviour of large sub-divided self-inductances is 
worthy of mention, the effect of self-capacity being rather 
curious. Each section is wound and adjusted in turn, 
the terminal inductance (so to speak) having a cumu- 
lative value. On remeasuring the inductance of the first 
section, it is found to be no longer accurate, and, with all 
sections still remaining in series connection, it must be 
readjusted—this treatment being applied to all divisions. 

In conclusion, it may be noted that an inductance 
can possess a temperature coefficient (percentage induct- 
ance change per degree). the value of which may or may 
not be erratic, and should not he serious: big tempera- 
ture changes are naturally to be avoided, 
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DOMESTIC TARIFFS AND .THE QUESTION OF CHEAP METERING. 


(CoMMUNICATED.) 


In the ELECTRICAL Review of February 6th, 1920, there 
appeared a very suggestive article from the pen of Mr. 
C. W. Marshall entitled“ The Need for a Cheap House 
service Meter. In this article Mr. Marshall drew 
attention to the high proportion of the total cost of 
giving a supply to the domestic consumer represented 
by the cost of the meter, and dealt briefly with the pos- 
sibilities of reducing this cost. The discussion following 
this article did not shed very much light on the problem, 
but mainly turned on the suitability of the shunted 
electrolytic type of meter. The writer of the article 
referred to hinted that he would at a later date publish 
some proposals for a solution of the problem of reducing 
the cost of metering the supply to domestic consumers, 
but, up to the present time, little of value has been 
written on this subject. There are one or two aspects 
of the metering problem that seem to have escaped 
general notice, and the object of the writer of this 
article is to endeavour to show the bearing they have 
on the problem of cheap metering. 

The first of these points which it is proposed to de- 
velop turns on the present consensus of opinion regard- 
ing the correct method of charging for domestic supplies. 
Experience has shown that the old system of two flat 
rates, the one for lighting and the other for heating, 
has many disadvantages, the most important being the 
need for duplicate wiring and duplicate meters. For 
large radiators and cookers a separate wiring system 
will probably always be a necessity owing to the re- 
stricted size of the lighting wiring, but for small heating 
devices, such as irons, toasters, kettles, and so forth, 
the ordinary wiring would be sufficiently heavy. The 
impossibility of using the lighting wiring under the 
old tariff, except by paying for electricity used for 
heating purposes at the high rate, has seriously retarded 
the use of electricity for small heating devices. This 
was a grave disadvantage of the old tariff, for although 
the individual consumer’s load factor for the energy 
used for such small devices may be very low, yet the 
diversity factor of such a load was high, and the addi- 
tional units were sold with but a trifling augmentation 
of the maximum demand at the generating station. The 
use of two meters further increased the already high 
cost of giving the consumer a supply, and entailed a 
heavy expenditure on the part of the supply authority 
which met with but a poor return in view of the neg- 
ligible margin of profit at which the heating rate was 
fixed. | 
These considerations largely tended to focus attention 
on the domestic contract system of charging, under which 
the consumer agreed to pay a fixed sum per quarter, 
which was intended to cover his equitable contribution 
to the standing costs of the undertaking, plus a charge 
for energy consumed for all purposes, based on the 
actual running cost of production. Such a system allows 
the full use of the ordinary lighting installation: for 
anv purpose up to its safe carrying capacity, and so 


encourages the use of electricity for heating. purposes, 


and also abolishes the need for a second meter. In 
fixing the charge for electricity supplied for anv period, 
there are two quantities to be measured, calculated. or 
estimated: The energy consumption. and the fraction 
of the station maximum demand to be allocated to the 
consumer. No really satisfactory method of determining 
this second quantity has yet been devised. The measure- 
ment of the maximum demand of the consumer by means 
of an indicator connected in series with his installa- 
tion does not give an accurate solution of the problem. 
in that the maximum demand of the consumer: does not 
represent the proportion ef the station maximum load 
that should justly be allocated to him. 
factor to be taken into account 1s that of diversity, and 
this factor 1s one concerning which there is now oon- 
siderable uncertainty, even where a well-defined class of 
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consumer is being considered. The provision of a de. 
mand indicator, moreover, perpetuates the disadvantage 
of a second meter. For these reasons, efforts have been 
made to devise an equitable system of assessing the pro- 
portion of the standing charges to be borne by the con- 
sumer, by basing this charge upon some such easi; 
determined figure as rateable value, connected load, 
number of rooms, or area of floor space. 

Such methods are now well recognised, and have met 
with a considerable measure of success, although it is 
quite evident that the connection between the quantity 
tuken as a basis and the actual fraction of the station 
maximum load due to the consumer’s demand is not 
necessarily one of proportionality. The standing charge 
allocated to the consumer should, however, be based on 
the unknown demand he makes upon the station at the 
time of maximum load. As this cannot be measured, or 
determined, but only, at the best, estimated, it follows 
that a domestic contract system of charging can only 
be approximate, so far as the fixed charge per quarter 
is concerned. In other words, the amount payable is 
not proportional to the service rendered. The second 
portion of the charge to the consumer is proportional 
to the energy consumption as given by the registration 
of the meter. ‘The effect of inaccuracy of the meter is 
interesting to consider. In the first place, it would 
appear that high accuracy of metering is somewhat futile 
when applied to the one part of the charge, when the 
other part is founded either on an approximate estimate, 
or upon some quantity that is not a function ot the 


quantity that should fix this part. -This view is perhaps 


hardly sound, as there is no reason why, because one 
part of the charge is inaccurate, the other part should 
not be based on as correct a measurement as possible. 
The most vital point to consider is the effect of inaccu- 
racy of the meter upon the consumer's bill. When the 
flat rate tariff is in use, a certain inaccuracy of the 
meter makes a similar difference to the amount of the 
consumer's account. With the domestic contraot system 
of charging this is no longer true. Where the standing 
charge is high and the running charge low, it is clear 
that for an ordinary domestic load factor a relatively 
large meter inaccuracy will make a very much smaller 
percentage difference to the total charge to the consumer. 
To illustrate this point a concrete case may. be taken 
of à house supplied on the rateable value system, the 
standing charge being là per cent. of the rateable value 


per annum, plus 1.25d. per unit. Taking the rateable 


value as £40 per annum, and the electricity consump- 
e 


tion for all purposes as 600 units per annum, the charg 


to the consumer will be made up. as follows:: 
Standing charge per annum. 15. per: cent. cf £9) 
= £6, ee E ne 8 2 CCC TN 
Running charge, 600 units at 1]d., £3 2s. 6d. 
Total charge per annum, £9 2s. Gd. 
If the overall inaccuracy of the meter had been 5 per 
cent. slow, the energy consumption would have been 
registered as 570 units, and the total charge would bare 
been diminished by 3s. ld. The percentage error ol 
the charge for the twelve months would then have tel 
1.6. The load factor of the house in question would. o? 
the assumption that the standing charges of the electrt 
city undertaking were £12 per annum per kW of etat" 
maximum demand, be 18.2 per cent., allowing for diver 
sitv. In the case under discussion, it is easily calcu- 
lated that the meter inaccuracy may be as high 8s ^ 
per cent. before the percentage error of the charge to 
the consumer reaches 23. "a c » 
The foregoing inquiry shows that. with load factor 
likely to be met with for ordinary domestic consumer 
the need for high meter accuracy is. small „where ? 
domestic contract tariff compounded of a fixed SU 
charge plus a low rate per unit is in use. Not pt 
is the standing charge payable by the consumer 
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termined by methods which are unscientific and which 
cannot lead to accurate results, but the effect of a certain 
percentage meter inaccuracy is a very much smaller 
percentage error in the consumer’s account. This latter 
inaccuracy is, of course, the one that is vital. Where 
a flat rate tariff is in use the inaccuracies of the meter 
and of the consumer's account are identical, but with the 
domestic contract system this is not so, even with a 100 
per cent. load factor. This being so, it appears that 
there is & case for the use of meters of inferior accu- 
racy in connection with domestic contract tariffs, as 
compared with those requisite to be used in connection 
with the flat rate system. The sacrifice’ in accuracy 
could reasonably be expected to result in a cheaper 
meter being possible commercially. 

The second aspect of the question of the cost of meter- 
ing domestic supplies to: which it is desired to draw 
attention is the matter of meter rents, The charge for 
the use of the supply meter has been condemned by 
many supply engineers, and several undertakings have 
abolished such charges. This policy seems to be an 
unwise one for two reasons. In the first place, the meter 
rent-is one that most people are accustomed to pay. 
The charge is made by most gas supply authorities, and 
the custom of making such a charge is now well estab- 
lished- In the second place, the charge for the meter 
is a ‘thoroughly scientific one, and is in conformity with 
the doctrine that the charge for electricity supply. shall 
depene strictly upon the cost of giving such supply. 

The commonly held view that the total charge to a 
consume? of electricity should be divided into two. por- 
tions—the standing and the running charge portions— 
is an erroneous one. The division should pe threefold, 
the -threé divisions being, (a). the running charge based 
upon flie ener jy consumption, (b) the ‘standing charge 
based “upon the ‘éstittiated portion of the maximum stu- 
fon Iöad tö be aflocated to the consumer, and (e) the 
capital and other charges incidental: to the consumer 
himself. 
eapital outlay on the service &nd' meter, togetlier with 
the cost of reading the’ meter; rendering the account, 
collecting payment, and issuing the receipt, Such 
charges are, or should be, if the strictly scientific basis 
of charging be. adopted, the concern of the consumer 
alone, and the whole. of such charges should not be 
pooled’ and divided. The’ possible amount of such 
charges can easily be calculated for an average: cage in 
present-day circumstances, as follows :: — | 

‘Capital charges on service, 10 per cent. ol £10, £1. 

, Capital charges and maintenance of meter, 15 per 
cent. of £4, 12s. 

Reading meter, rendering account, &c., 

Total per annum, £l 16s. 6d. - ON 

Strictly speaking. this. charge of £1 158. 6d. per 
annum should be paid by the consumer, in addition 
to the cost of his energy, But his proportion of the true 
divisible standing charges. Such a course would, of 
course, penalise- the small consumer, for these special 
charges do net increase in proportion to the maximum 
demand or the energy consumption, and the principle 
of expediency has led to the practice of lumping together 
all.consumers’ charges and adding them to the standing 
charges to-be divided in the ratio of the consumer’s 
demands. .- The effect of such practice can easily. be 
calculated for an undertaking having 6,000. consumers, 
and a maximum load of 10,000 kW. Taking an average 
consumer charge of £2 per annum to cover cases where 
two or more meters are installed, the total consumer 
charges are £12,000, or £1.2 per kW. The amount 
paid by a consumer-with a proportion of station maxi- 
mum load of 500 watts will therefore be 12s. per annum 
only. ^ 
rime to this reasoning. it is aai that the jela 
— charge is a logical one, as being a contribution 
towards the cost of supply applicable. directly. to the 
consumer. There appears to be little reason why meter 
rents should not be increased to meet the increased cost 
and maintenance of meters. It should be remembered 
that a meter rent of 2s. per quarter, or 8s. per annum, 


3s. 6d. ` 


These latter charges include the charges oh the 


will represent a return of 10 per cent. on a capital 
expenditure of £4 on a meter. The meter rent can, 
therefore, be regarded either as the payment by the con- 
sumer of the capital charges on the meter itself or as pay- 
ment of the maintenance cost of the meter. If the meter 
rent be rétained and regarded in this way, it would 
appear that the relatively large outlay required to pro- 
vide a meter for domestic supply 1s met by a direct 
payment by the consumer of the charges on this outlay. 

‘The suggestion regarding the relaxation of the stan- 
dard of accuracy of consumers’ meters is doubtless a 
far-reaching one, and it would doubtless be a legal ques- 
tion as to how far this was permissible. It may be 
remembered that provided that the inaccuracy were de- 
terminable, and that the true energy consumption could 
be calculated by applying a süitable correcting factor 
to the readings of the meter, there would be little objec- 
tion to the proposed step, as the inaccuracy of a meter 
in dispute could always. be determined by connecting a 
high- -grade meter in series for a short time. The chief 
point of the argument is that a relatively large in- 
accuracy of the supply meter can be allowed without the 
charge to the consumer being altered by more than 23 
per cent. 

The question how far the cost of meters could be 
reduced by a relaxation of the requirements regard- 
ing accuracy, is one for the manufacturers. In this 
connection it must be borne in mind that a sacrifice of 
accuracy would not imply a sacrifice of reliability, and 
that, therefore, it would not be legitimate by cheapening 
the design to increase the solid friction error. A brief 
considerátion of the various types of meter in use may 
serve to- indicate the possibilities. of 4 reduction in price 
by a, “sacrifice of accuracy. 

The electrolytic type of meter is not likely to be used 
largely in connection with domestic tariffs, owing to 
the fact that the use of heating apparatus intended to 
be encouraged by these tariffs would require the use of 
a meter of higher rating than is usually deemed advis- 
able with the type in question. Mercury motor meters 
might conceivably be simplified by diminishing the cor- 
rect ion for fluid friction. Direct-eurrent commutator 
ampere-hour meters would not appear to offer great 
possibilities of simplification by a sacrifice of accuracy, 
as experience has shown that these meters, as at present 
constructed, do not retain a very high standard of 
accuracy after having been in circuit for a few months. 
Alternating- -current induction meters, again, appear 
to offer few opportunities for simplification, although 
the fact that a domestic load is almost invariably of 
approximately unity power factor would suggest that 
accuracy of quadrature of the pressure flux is not of 
great importance. 


M ——————————————— 
oe KINEMA ON ACTIVE SERVICE. 
| Bx F. C. DREIER. 


Much is known concerning the soldier's entertainment 
during the war so far as regards concerts, Y.M.C.A. 
huts, regimental affairs, &c., but little is perhaps known 
of the part played by that most popular device, the 
kinema. The writer had some months’ experience in 
this connection while on active service, and has set down 
in the following article a few brief remarks relating to 
kinema work in the war zone. 

First, it should be pointed out that touring by road 
in France. during the war was not comfortable, even 
in the most luxurious of cars, and as it was impossible 
except at the bases like Boulogne, &c., for the soldier 
to go to the pictures, the pictures“ had to be 
tuken to him, by ineans of lorries, or *" mobile kinemas."' 

Tlie electricity for lighting and supplying power to 
the projector, &c., was obtained in two ways. Some 
of the lorries which were used for daylight shows were 
fitted with a generator on brackets in the driver’s cab, 
this being belt-drivén from the lorry engine, so that 
room could be given inside the lorry for the projector 
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and operator, the pictures being thrown on a trans- 
parent screen at the rear of the vehicle. The other 
units, used for ordinary indoor shows, were generally 
fitted with a complete petrol generator set fixed inside 
the lorry, the picture in this case being shown as in 
an ordinary kinema from the front, and a solid or light 
resisting screen used. 

Now we come to the projector (and, incidentally, some 
more troubles, which are not met with at home). This 
is a delicate piece of machinery, and must be kept in 
perfect working order so that such accidents as frequent 
film breakages, tearing of perforations, and fire, may 
be prevented as far as possible. This is not a very 
difficult matter when, as in a town kinema, the projector 
is fixed permanently to the floor, and needs only slight 
minor dismantling for cleaning purposes, but out there, 
we were extremely handicapped for space, and it was 
impossible to carry such a delicate machine inside a 
lorry, completely fixed up for use, as the jolting set up 
by the terrible condition of some of the roads would 
have damaged it so much as to render it unfit for use. 
Therefore it had to be dismantled completely, and care- 
fully packed after each show, and sometimes—in the 
writer’s case at least—shows were given at seven different 
places in one week. It will be seen, therefore, that the 
projector had to be re-fitted, adjusted, cleaned, and 
refocused for every move made, before a show could be 
given. 

Now let us see the difference between the soldier’s 
kinema and ours at home.: | | 

At home we could go to our ‘‘ kinema de luxe,’’ and 
see perfect pictures in perfect comfort. Out there“ 
pictures were seen at rare intervals, and when they did 
come, the“ palace was either the open air, or a barn, 
an old.stable, or even a ruined building, .shot-riddled 
from some previous attack. During hostilities also they 
were sometimes near enough to the line to be unpleasant. 
I myself have given a show under an old railway arch, 
and have had to ‘‘ scrounge ' (as we used to say) some 
old sand bags, canvas, and tarpaulin to fit up at both 
ends so that the light and also the elements might be, 
at least, partly shut out, and also have had to fix up 
something like a firm stand or flooring for the support 
of the projector. It was hard work, but we did not 
inind, and, after all, the job had its humorous side. 

The films were kept in lock-up, galvanised iron boxes, 
and two or three programmes: were carried bv each 
unit, and when one complete tour of the circuit allotted 
to a unit had been made the programmes were changed 
at depots for that purpose, and the tour recommenced. 
sometimes we have packed up at 8.30 and left one place, 
travelling 30-odd miles to a depot to change programines, 
and then going out a further 20 miles in order to give 
a show the sanie night. I remember visiting one place. 
after the armistice, and on our arrival in the earlv 
morning we found the hut we were to give the show in 
was still unfinished, there being about 14 feet at cre 
end to wall up and roof, and a door to be fixed. How- 
ever, with the help of a few of the ‘‘ boys” and half a 
company of prisoners, the hut was finished bv tea-time, 
and all ready for a show at 6.30. We remsined here 
for three days giving a show each day. 

I may say that the record time for fixing up my own 
unit, from time of arrival to time of showing, was two 
and three-quarter hours; this included unlcading, re- 
assembling, and adjusting projector, trinuning carbons. 
fixing cable and wiring up for six lights, and making 
an improvised operating box, also winding films (7,09) 
feet); our staff consisted of four men. 

We were sometimes called upon, unofficially, to help 
others in trouble. I recollect at one place a gentleman 
in civilian clothes was introduced to me, and said he 
had come ‘‘ to lecture on Canada." He was one of a 
group of educational lecturers sent over bv the Govern- 
ment to tour France. | 

He liad been informed, he said, that he would find 
electric light laid on at the camp, and would only have 
fo connect. up. The installation, however, was dis- 
mantled, and the wiring system so badly cut and dis- 


arranged that it presented the appearance of a Chinese 
puzzle rather than an electricity supply. Would | 
supply him with electricity and also lend him our 
screen! I agreed to do this, and proceeded to examine 
his lantern and effects. I found, however, that the are 
in his lantern was of the low-current type, taking abon: 
5 amps. at 200 volts, while my generator produced 
100 ainps. at only 60 volts, and I had no means of con- 
verting it. I did not want to disappoint the troops so. 
having three hours at my disposal before the lecture, I 
looked round and discovered a sort of sub-station, about 
half à mile away, belonging to another camp. I ex 
plained my requirements to the man in charge, ani 
he consented to start up half an hour before his time 
if I could get fixed up. We found a drum of unused 
cable on an R.E. dump close by, and with this ani 
some of our own wire, laid supply wires from the 
generator to the hut. half a mile distant. It was tiring 
work, but still it was something apart from our usual 
procedure, and we at last got all ready for the lecture. 

Then the lecturer confronted me with a box of 120 
or so slides, asking me to screen them, as his assistant 
was not at hand (I don't think he had one). His in- 
structions left him almost breathless. However, all 
went well, and I was asked to see the lecturer first 
thing next morning, and was loaded with thanks (and 
I had had visions of a ten franc note in iny sleep that 
night). 

At another camp we visited, we had to drive over 
some filled-in trenches, and having got in safely and 
given a three-day show, were about to drive out with 
our load when, having gone about a dozen yards, the 
rear wheels of the lorry sank into one of the trenches 
up to the hubs--it having rained hard all night. After 
an hour and a quarter's digging, Jacking up and bed- 
ding of planks, we drove her out of the hole; this was 
no easy job, as our full load and the lorry together 
weighed 123 tons. 

On another occasion we were departing after having 


shown for four days in a fairly well populated village. 


We found it necessary to turn rcund in a very narrow 
street in which some of the walls of the farms had been 
repaired with à mixture of mud or clay, sand, straw. 
and a little cement, interlaced with faggots, and were 
not quite hard. | 

Our screen box projected from the back of the lorry 
for about two feet, and in allowing the driver distance 
in which to back I forgot this, and let him get to within 
six inches of the wall, with the result that the box went 
completely through the wall. An irate Frenchman ap- 
peared, who shouted he would ‘‘ Parlez ze officer. 
However, we took him to a café near by and calmed 
him down. We parted friends, thankful to have got 
off so cheaply. . 


ame ma 


AN ELECTRIC -PHONOGRAPH MOTOR. 
A NEW INDUCTION Disk MACHINE. 


VIRTUALLY all the small commutator motors that have been 
placed on the market from time to time for driving phono- 
graphs and such like machines are arranged to operate In ? 
vertical position, and to drive the phonograph disk by friction 
through a pulley mounted on the lower end of the mote 
shaft and bearing against the outer edge of the disk. A 
machine produced by the American General Electric Co., ani 
described in a recent issue of the General Electric Review l. 
however, of an entirely diflerent form, and has decided ad: 
vantages over other types so far as starting torque and P e 
are concerned, its principle being essentially that o: n 
induction type watthour meter. A prominent phonograP 
company has decided to incorporate the new type of motor 
as standard equipment on its machines. 2 
An induction disk motor consists of four essential paris- 
The stator magnetic circuit, energising coils, phase a 
parts, and the disk rotor of non-magnetic material. : 
first three elements are necessary in order to create 4 ae 
of two component parts out of phase with each other, t x 
generating “a shifting a.e. field.“ Part of the flux E Ude 
induction to generate currents and magnetic fields une 
disk in such a way that the interaction of the disk and ie 
causes torque. Motors of this type have been used 9 1 1 
time as a component part of measuring instruments T e 
accuracy of performance is essential, but they have 
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sadly overlooked as small power units whose special charac- 
teristics, inherent in their type, make them very useful. 

The torque-speed curve, fig. l, is a straight line starting 
at maximum torque at standstill and finishing at zero torque 
at maximum speed. The maximum speed is determined by 
the ratio of the torque to electro-magnetic damping. The no- 
load speed is generally seldom over 300 r.p.m., and the speed 
under load is determined by the amount of torque necessary ; 
the greater the load the lower the speed. The machine 18 
essentially a small power motor on account of its low speed 
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Fic. 1.—SprEED-TORQUE AND Power Curves or 110-voLT 
Disk MOTOR. 


and poor efficiency, and a power-speed curve, fig. 1, shows that 
the power is always a maximum at half of the free speed and, 
of course, zero at standstill and maximum speed. 

Since it is an induction motor, the machine is directly 
affected by a change in frequency; in a motor designed to 
operate at 60 cycles, the torque reaches its maximum at 40 
cycles on account of a much larger input than at 60 cycles. 
It decreases at lower values because the effectiveness of the 
frequency is falling off at a greater rate than the increase of 
input. At the higher values the input is decreasing more 
rapidly than the increase of effectiveness of the frequency. 
but a given motor may be operated over a considerable range 
of frequency provided the minimum torque is sufficient to 
carry the load. 

Figs. 2 and 3 give a general idea of the mechanical design 
and arrangement of the machine and its parts. The motor 


Fia. 9.—MoTOonBOARD AND TURNTABLE. 


Fic. 3.—INVERTED SIDE VIEW SHOWING TERMINAL 
ARRANGEMENT AND GOVERNOR. 


consists of a rotor mounted on the main shaft, the upper end 
of which supports the turntable carrying the record. The 
rotor consists of a ring of copper, about 9 in. outside diameter, 
supported on a cast aluminium spider, and the rotor ring, 
about 14 in. wide, revolves through a shifting magnetic field 
produced by field coils wound on laminated magnetic circuits 
similar to those in an ordinary watt-hour meter as regards 
shape, size. and method of producing the shifting field. Thus, 
with the torque-producing element directly on the main shaft, 
all necessity for high-speed gearing, belting, or friction drive 
has been entirely eliminated. 


* 


The main shaft is supported in an adjustable hardened steel 
ball thrust bearing in the lower bracket, while it is held in 
place by a guide bearing of phosphor bronze in the upper 
bracket. The lower bracket also supports a governor of the 
conventional type, which is geared to the main shaft by a silent 
worm wheel. Reference to fig. 1 will show that the motor exerts 
maximum torque at standstill, which gradually decreases with 
increasing speed to the free-speed no-torque condition. This 
type of curve is particularly suited to phonograph service, 
since quick acceleration and good speed regulation are pos- 
sible. Any tendency to slow up while running is counter- 
balanced by an increase in torque, which results in very close 
speed regulation under widely varying loads. 

Considerable difficulty was experienced in eliminating the 
magnetic hum, due to the 60-cycle circuit, but it was finally ^ 
accomplished by a proper design of the supporting brackets 
and spider, as well as by the elimination of vibration in the 
motorboard itself. 1t was found that an aluminium spider 
Was very inuch quieter than a cast-iron one when supporting 
the same weight of disk. In the final arrangement the motor 
Was suspended from the motorboard. 

The outstanding advantages of this form of electric phono- 
graph motor are: First, due to its extremely simple construc- 
tion (only two moving elements), its stationary windings, and 
the elimination of commutator and other sliding contact, 
there is no successful competitor for reliability. Secondly, the 
very small amount of power absorbed in bearing friction not 
only makes this design very effective with regard to weight 
and power consumption, but gives it a life which is probably 
limited only by deterioration of the insulation. Thirdly, the 
motor has been built and attached to the board as a unit, 
making it completely interchangeable with the spring motor, 
and weighs only 7.69 lb., as against 10.88 lb. for the spring 
motor. Fourthly. no damage to the rotor or windings or in- 
crease in watt loss results from stalling the motor under full 
vol ue. so that the ordinary type of friction brake may be 
used. 


NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS, 


AND PLANT. 


Readers are invited to submit particulars of new or improved 
devices and apparatus, which will be published if considered of 
sufficient interest. 


A 30-volt Bowl Fire. 


Having regard to the desirability of low-voltage apparatus 
for domestic use, and to the fact that there are few appliances 


suitable for use with small country house hghting sets, we 


learn with interest that Messrs. DRAKE & GORHAM WHOLESALE, 
Larp., 67, Long Acre, W.C. 2, have placed a 30-volt bowl fire 
upon the market. This appliance has a 300-watt loading. and 
is very compact. It is only 9 in. high, and the diameter of 
the bowl is 51 in., which makes it convenient for use on a 
desk or table. The reflector is swivelled, and a wire front 
inakes it possible to use the fire for boiling, &c. 


A '* Midget " Fuse-switch. 


Messrs. Berry's ELECTRIC, LTD., of Switch House, 86, New- 
man Street, W.1, have recently added to their already large 
number of designs of foolproof switchgear a ` midget "" fuse- 
switch for capacities up to 10 amps., 250 volts. We give 
illustrations herewith showing exterior and interior views of 


Fio. 1. THERE Mipcet Masta " FUsE-SWITCH. 


this fuse-switch (fig. 1). The usual '' foolproof ” features are 
embodied in this design, namely, the switch cover is inter- 
nally locked by movement of the switch to its “ on ” position, 
and in addition to this the base contacts of the switch are 
sunk into the porcelain, which makes it practically impos- 
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sible: for an attendant to come into contact with any live 
inetal. The parts which are required to be handled when 
inserting new fuse elements are ‘swung well away from the 
live contacts. '1 his small fuse-switch has been named the 
" Midget Masta.” ‘The fuse carrier consists of an asbestos 
tube, tnrough which fresh fuse wire may be threaded as occa- 
sion arises. [he switch case is provided with a singie inlet 
and outiet screwed for conduit, but bushes can be fitted 
where required. Ihe switch case is of cast iron and of very 
substantial design, and the manufacturers claim that this 
switch will undoubtedly replace the 1U-amp. coupled tumbler 
switches with separate porcelain fuses, which are fast becom- 
ing obsolete, and quite unsuitable for many of the purposes to 
which they are put. The price of this ironclad combined fuse- 
switch compares very tavourably with the old-fashioned 
apparatus wnich it is designed to supersede. 


An Automatic Charger for Electric Vehicles. 


The AcME ELECTRIC AND MANUFACTURING Co., Cleveland, 
Ohio, has recently introduced a charger for the batteries of 
industrial trucks. "Ihe charger, known as the Acme,” is 
intended to charge the battery at the rate recommended by 
the battery manulacturer. ‘Lhis feature is said to eliminate 
much of the trouble incidental to the use of too high a charg- 
ing rate, which will overheat and ruin a battery, or too low a 
rate, which will " starve ” it. . 

The following points are brought out by the manufacturer : 
The chargers automatically take care of the charging rate 
without the use of rheostats; they give a tapering charge, 
which prolongs the life of lead batteries; they maintain a 
constant ampere-charging rate; and a satety control on the 
switchboard ensures protection to the operator. All high-volt- 
age parts are enclosed. | 

'lro operate the charger the ampere-hour meter is set to 
correspond to the truck meter and the charger is started by 
means of the automatic switch handle. When the battery 
becomes fully charged the ampere-hour meter actuates a trip 
in the switch and the motor is shut down, the battery being 
disconnected sunultaneously. 

The charger takes up a little more than a square foot of 
floor space. Its motor is of liberal capacity and built for heavy 
service; and the generator is constructed to suit. the battery. 
The shaft is one solid piece, rotating on ball bearings, the 
dynamically balanced armature and rotor both being mounted 
on it. The commutator has a large radiating surface and 
maintains a low operating temperature. Cool operation is 
allorded by a Sirocco-type fan, which ventilates the machine 
by drawing air through the windings. | 

An automatically operating panel accompanies .the charger. 
It is made of rubber-finished electrical slate mounted on an 
angle-iron frame and contains the following equipment: Volt- 
ammeter for indicating the battery charging rate and voltage, 
tield rheostat for regulating the generator voltage, fuse 
for protecting the generator, ampere-hour meter for auto- 
matically controlling the charger, this meter also containing & 
dial which indicates the progress of the charge, and an auto- 
matic oil switch for controlling the motor and for disconnect- 
ing the battery on completion of charge.—American Machinist. 


THe *“ NILFISK " Suction CrrANER. (Correction).—In our 
description of this appliance, in our last issue, we stated that 
the dust was retained in a cloth receptacle. This, however, 1s 
not the case, the cloth acts as & screen to prevent dust from 
getting into the turbine; the dust is deposited in a metal 
container facilitating emptying. | 


THE BUILDING TRADES EXHIBITION. 


For the first time since the inauguration of these exhibi- 
tions this year sees an annual instead of a biennial one at 
Olympia, W.; it is the second of a series of three exhibitions 
to be held in succession, but once again it is disappointing 
from an electrical point of view. . 

Mr. J. W. Sunpson, the president of the Royal Institute 
of British Architects, opened the exhibition on the 12th inst.. 
and it will remain open to the public until Tuesday next. 
The list of popular lectures has this year been considerably 
extended, and a series of meetings and conferences has been 
arranged to take place during the run of the show. Out of a 
total of some 295 stands only about a dozen are of any 
electrical interest, and not more than four of the latter could 
be termed all electrical'' stands, which fact is regrettable, 
since an exhibition of this nature seems to be an exceptional 
opportunity for enlisting the interest of all connected with 
housing and the building trade in the subject of '' electricity 
in the home," and the innumerable benefits and economies 
that are bound to attend the use of electricity. not only for 
lighting, but also for power, heating. and cooking. 

Road engineers visiting the gallery will notice the display 
made by Messrs, SHELL-MEx, Lro., depicting the application 
of " Mexphalte " to the processes of road construction. The 
Instruments for determining the ductility and penetration 
of bitumen are indicative of the scientific work whicn the 
company carries out, and specimens of the various grades of 
bitumen for industrial purposes, such as the manufacture of 
bituminous compositions, paints, varnishes, waterproof papers 


und packing materials, roofing felts, damp coursings, hot-neck 
greases, rubber manufacture, and electrical insulation, torm 
another feature of the exhibit. 

Another exhibit of electrical interest on tbe gallery is that 
of the TELEPHONE MANUFACTURING CO. (192W), LTD., showing 
a Series of automatic intercominunicating teiephones ranging 
from single to line installations of both the desk and wall 
patterns. 

Of the stands on the ground floor that of Cakron COMPANY 
may be mentioned as showing a selection of electrical cooking 
and heating apparatus in various styles and finishes, and the 
manner in which electric heaters can be attractively fitted 
in existing chimney breasts is effectively illustrated. l 

Amongst the exhibits of MESSRS. PARKER, WINDER AND 
AcHUkCH, LrD., the Utility " floor cleaning and polishing 
machine may be seen, by the aid of which it is claimed that 
2.000 sq. ft. of floor space can be scoured and waxed in one 
hour's time. ‘The device is electrically self-propelled, 18 fitted 
with ball bearings, and is claimed to be dust and waterproof. 
It should prove a useful labour saver in hospitals and similar 
institutions. 

Several electrically-driven vacuum cleaners are shown on 
the stand of the STAINES KITCHEN EQUIPMENT Co., LTD., in 
addition to machines intended for such operations as potato 
peeling, silver burnishing, &c. 

Electric lift makers are represented by MED way's Sarety 
Lirr Co., Lrp., showing a complete passenger lift in operation 
and fitted with dual control, that is, push buttons and a 
switch worked by an attendant in the cage. Messrs. War 
Goob-OTIS, LTD., also exhibit a full-size passenger lift, which 
is used for carrying visitors up to the gallery. 

Builders’ ironmongery and brass foundry products are on 
view on the stand of Messks. NETTLEFOLD & Sons, LTD., as 
well as electrical conduit fittings. while Messrs. H. C. 
SLiNGasRY show a selection of transportation trucks, including 
an electric battery locomotive such as is nsed in mines for 
haulage purposes. 

The well-known manufactures of the STURTEVANT ENGINEER 
ING Co., LTD., are represented by turbine vacuum cleaning 
and ventilating plant, blowing and exhausting fans, &c. 4 
cleaning plant electrically driven by means of an 8-h.p. motor 
is shown, besides two portable sets, one of the latter being 
a 34-h.p. set and the other driven by a 4-h.p. electric motor. 

Self-contained electric generating plant suitable for lighting 
country houses, &c., is exhibited on three stands; a smill 
Webber set is to be seen on the stand of Messrs. S. SMITH 
AND BLYTH, Lro., While Clayford " power and lighting sets 
together with portable engines ranging in size from 2 to 
15 b.h.p. are shown by Messrs. CriFFORDS, LTD., and Flee- 
tra petrol or parafün engines suitable for a multitude of 
purposes, by Messrs. F. Sace & Co., Lro. The last firm 
also exhibits the Minor-Domo," 1,000-watt, 32-volt set. 
and a Major-Domo " 2,000-watt, 50-volt model. An excel 
tionally small set seen on this stand will be described in à 
subsequent issue. 

THE British ELECTRIC TRANSFORMER Co., IT., the manu- 
facturer of '' Tricity " apparatus, shows, in conjunction with 
a maker of anthracite stoves, an interesting combination of 
a central fire for water heating, also operating an oven, and 
in the same equipment electric hot plates, an electric grill, 
and an arrangement of electric heating elements in the oven. 
This combination gives great flexibility, the electrical heating 
elements being able to operate the oven themselves, or act 
as a supplement to the fire heat, so giving complete cooking 
power at all states of the fire, in fact, introducing into cooking 
the ‘‘ topping-up " idea as between electricity and the use 
of crude fuel. l 

Amongst the numerous machines for the production of 
concrete building blocks and imitation stone there is an in: 
teresting device for tamping or ramming the material in the 
moulds. This consists of an electrically operated machine 
on a wall bracket with jointed arms and belting driving à 
light and handy vertical rammer. The first suggestion arising 
in the mind of an engineer witnessing the use of this apparatus 
is. that it would be extremely useful in large foundries for 
ranuning u» the sand, and it may be worth the attention of 
electrical engineers in the metal working areas. 


4 


Electric Motors in Holland.—The report. of tbe 
Electromotoren Fabriek Dordt. dealing with a pericd of 18 months 
from July tat, 1919. to December 31st, 1920, states that the imports 
of foreign motors were delayed longer than had been expected, 
foreign rivalry having been of little account in the first 1t month. 
It was very difficult to procure raw materials ; a period of from 8 to 
12 months was required to secure the delivery of dynamo sheets 


and insulated copper wire, and it was. therefore, essential to order 


larger quantities of these materiala than were necessary for 
immediate needs, A sudden fall in prices however. retin. Besides, 
raw materials being offered st considerably reduced prices, and for 
more prompt delivery, the country was inundated with foreign 
motors in a few weeks. In order to meet this state of affairs, it 
was necessary to write down the stocks of manufactures and of 
semi-finished products, and make reserve provision for goods on 
order last December, but not yet received by the company. 90 
the net profits only amounted to 34,000 florins. It is not intended hi 
pay any dividend, but to transfer the profita to the reserve func, 
and carry a small balance forward. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. . 


Letters received by us after 5 PM. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the following week, Correspondents should forward their communi- 
cations at the earliest possible moment. Na letter can be published 
unless we have the writers name and address in our poxseasion 


The Gatehouse Lamp Patent. 


In your reference to the late Mr. Gatehouse, you mention 
a patent in connection with incandescent lamps. Some 38 
years ago, when as a boy I was working for the Pilsen, Joel 
and General Electric. Light Co., Malden Faclories, Kentish 
Town, part of my duties was in connection with what I 
understood was the patent mentioned. | 

The lamp filament was mounted on platinum spirals, about 
3/32 in. in diameter and about 1 in. long; the gauge of wire 
depended upon the voltage and candle power of the lamp, 
but was thin. I wound many thousands of these spirals. 

The wire acted as a resistance to the somewhat varying pres- 
sure of supply of that period. 

S. F, 


West Kirby. 
April 13th, 1921. ` 


Emerson. 


Charging for Idle Current. 


The ingenious method devised by Mr. Carrothers (your 
issue No. 2,262, p. 404) in substitution for Prof. Arno's method 
of charging for idle current has certain advantages. Although 
Arno has shown that it is quite easy so to modify a cosine 
meter that it will register with fair accuracy the equivalent 
of the kWh corresponding to any combination of kWh and 
kVAh, the use of a specially constructed meter alone will 
be always looked at with suspicion by the customer, and he 
wil require an ordinary cosine meter in addition. The two 
meters will (except for p.f. unity) not agree, and the cus- 
tomer has no ineans of checking the correctness of Arno's 
meter to see whether 1t really registers what Arno calls the 
complex charge (his term is ''carico complesso "). A third 
ordinary sine meter will, therefore, have to be added. Under 


the Carrothers method only two meters are required, a sine . 


and a cosine meter, both of which are of the ordinary con- 
struction, and therefore easily obtainable from any meter 
maker. From these two meters the average p.f. over a given 
period. for which the account has to be iade up can easily 
be calculated, and even if the customer himself is not sufti- 
clently versed in trigonometry to calculate the cosine from 
the ratio of the two readings, his engineer can do this. 
Under Arno's method the customer 1s penalised equally 
whether he takes a lagging or leading idle current; under 
Carrothers's method there is some discrimination, but not 
enough. In both systems the chief idea is to penalise for 
bad p.f., and not to give a bonus for good p.f. Dynamo 
makers have succeeded in producing. self-starting synchronous 
motors which are advertised to take leading components down 
to 0.6 p.f., but what is the good to the consumer of such a 
motor if under the Arno system he is penalised to the same 
extent whether his p.f. is due to a lagging or leading com- 
ponent of the current he takes, and under the Carrothers 
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method the discrimination can only be small? The power 
companies are quite alive to the fact that an increase in the 
p.f. over the whole system is of great commercial value: 
they also recognise that the large number of motors of bad 
p.f. already connected to their svstems cannot be scrapped, 
and therefore allow their customers a certain minimum p.f. 
without penalty. The, principle of granting a rebate on good 
p.f. becomes, therefore, necessary. To my knowledge, this 
principle has been adopted bv a large power company with 
good results, but there are probably others. 

Let. for instance. the permissible p.f. for lagging current 
be 0.8. Sine and cosine meters are installed, and the average 
PE over a certain period (a month or a quarter) is calculated 

om the meter readings. If it comes out &t 0.8 the account 
is presented, in the usual way as it stands, including coal 


PERCENTAGE OF PENALTY 


- 


clause and rebate for quantity. If the average p.f. comes out, 


at some other figure, say 0.7 lagging, the account made up 
for kWh in the usual way is multiplied with a coetticient 
which is the ratio of 0.8 to 0.7, or 0.8/0.7 = 1.14. The 
customer would, therefore, have to pay 14 per cent. more 
per unit than if he had kept his p.f. to the contract value 
of 0.8. If, on the other hand, the average p.f. comes out 
from the meter readings at 0.9, the coefticient is 0.89, and 
he would get 11 per cent. rebate on the cost per unit at th 
agreed p.f. of 0.8. | 

The question now arises how the account shall be reduced 
if his average p.f. comes out at less than unity, but leading. 
This will be shown by the sine meter running backwards. 
In such a case the denominator might be calculated as 


2 — cos 9. Under this system the penalty or rebate in per-: 


centage of the charge for kWh supplied is given in the 
accompanying chart. The method suggested by Mr. Car- 
rothers is retained, and only its application is altered to 
encourage customers to improve their ae as well as to dis- 
courage them from taking current at a bad and lagging p.f. 


Gisbert Kapp. 
Birmingham. 
April 14th, 1921. 


Electricity Supply without Statutory Powers. 


I am at present in charge of an estate electricity works and 
wish to extend my mains, and we are an unauthorised under- 
tuking. 
Also what obligations am I under as regards the protection 
of telephone wires against my power wires falling? I may 
say that all the roads on the estate ure private roads, upkept 
by the estate. 


April 18th, 1921. 


[Many inquiries of this kind come to hand, and are 
answered by letter; it appears, therefore, that a general state- 
ment may be of interest to a good many of our readers. 


Inquirer. 


~ 


Before the Act of 1909 was passed, the unauthorised supplier . 
had a free hand; he could commence business anywhere, and. 


supply electricity by overhead lines (but not by underground 
mains) at pleasure, to anyone. He was—and is—not hampered 
by the necessity of compliance with the regulations imposed 
upon authorised undertakers, with the exception that he must 
erect his lines in accordance with the requirements of the 
Board of Trade and the Postmaster-General. No local autho- 
rity could veto his plans or interfere with his business in any 
way, with one exception—if the local authority owned the 


fee simple“ of the roadway (a rare case) it could withhold . 
He could charge whatever . 


permission to carry lines across it. 
price his customers were willing to pay, and he could go 
out of business if he chose, while he was under no obligation 
to supply any person. e 

The passing of the Act of 1909 did not alter the position of 
those unauthorised suppliers who were then supplying elec- 
tricity, but it provided that in future no such business should 
be commenced within an area over which any authorised 
undertaker had powers to supply. unless the supply of elec- 
tricity were a '"'side-line," subsidiary to the main business 
of the unauthorised person or company. 

The Act of 1919 went further, by rendering the: establish- 
ment of a new station or the extension of an existing one 
subject to the consent of the Electricity Commissioners (who 
have to hold a local inquiry before they can withhold such 
permission or impose conditions). No penalty is specified in 
the event of a station being built or extended without permis- 
sion, but intending suppliers would be well advised in obtain- 
ing the consent of the Commissioners. | e 

In the case of our correspondent, he is at liberty to extend 
his mains at pleasure, and need only comply with the regula- 
tions for overhead lines issued by the Ministry of Transport 
(successors to the Board of Trade) and the requirements of 
the Postmaster-General with regard to telephone wires. As 
the roads are private, he can use underground cables if he 
wishes.—-Eps. Exec. REv.] 


The Training of Kinema Operators. 


With regard to Mr. F. C. Drier's letter re kinema operators. 
being an electrician operator of several years' experience, I 
should be much obliged if vou would allow me to voice my 
opinion. First of all. Mr. Dreier says he thinks most of the 
fault is with the institution teaching operating; but if anyone 
desires to be an electrician he. does not go to a catch-penny 
school--if young enough, he becomes an apprentice, and en- 


larges his knowledge by studv and attending technical evening . 


classes. If he is too old to become an apprentice. it is hard 
for a man to get on; this ought not to be so. Exceedingly 
few electrician operators learned at a school; they attended the 
real thing, and edueated themselves by book knowledge, not 
being able to attend technical classes. No school tuition is 
of much service: operating is like other trades. vou have to 
serve your time to it. Age ought not to be a barrier. Some 


kinema managers run operating down, and sav they can put 
hence the number of lads getting 


anvbodv on the job, 

sweated wages. If a manager has to pay a decent wage 

suitable for a fully-qualified man, and he has g dud operator, 
E 


- 


Ain I bound by the Electric Light Act of 18889 


the remedy is in his own hands, there are hundreds of opera- 
tors out of work, some good men, too. A kinema trade paper 
runs a set of test questions, and allots certificates to successful 
candidates; this has been going on over a year, and vet only 
21 out of all England have so far been successful in obtaining 
certificates. Certification of operators would improve the 
general status; but will it ever be? 
Electrician Operator. 
Bolton. 
April 3rd, 1921. 


Fuses for Sub-stations. 


With reference to the article in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW 
dated April 15th on the above subject by a '' Central-Station 
Engineer," it may be of interest to your readers to know 
that the firm whom I represent in this country (The Electrical 
Apparatus Manufacturers, Sprecher & Schuh Co.. of Aarau, 
Switzerland) are makers of the particular types of fuses for 
medium pressures recommended by your contributor. 

After many years’ experience they have evolved two types 
. of fuses for these pressures, one being for heavy currents up 
to 3,000 amperes of the open replaceable type with horn 
break, and the other being of the handle type with clip con- 
tacts for currents up to 600 amperes, the fuse strips being 
of zinc, which combines the advantages of a low melting 
temperature and a minimum explosive effect. The fuse car- 
riers in this tvpe are made of a specially tough fireproof in- 
sulating material. 

J. B. Rudkin. 


London. 
April 16th, 1991. 


T RES AS — — a, 


The Grading of Mains Engineers. 


I think that everv charge engineer in the country. and 
especlallv those in large stations, fails to see the reason 
why mains engineers should he graded on a higher level for 
pay than themselves. It would be absurd for anvone to argue 
that their qualifications for the superintendence of wire- 
laying work entitle them to higher pav than that paid to 
charge engineers. whose responsibilities in large stations are 
enormous. and who have to take their regular turn on night 
and Sundav dutv. Tf I mav have an opinion, T think this is 
^ matter that should be considered by the National Joint 
Board of the Employers and Electrical Power Engineers’ 
Association. There is a wide belief. too. that there is far 
too much favouritism shown by chief engineers to ''kow- 
towing" men when there is a promotion to be given. or 
vacancies are to be filled. In a station near London where 
T was emploved for n short time some years aco. I found 
that the station superintendent was % man without anv 
electrical engineering aualifications whatever. hut he was 
possessed of special ability as a ''kow-tower"' to the chief. 
and as a coarse bully to his suhordinates.. The result was 
that no self-respecting voung engineer remained at the station 
for more than a few months. NR 


April 18th, 1901. 


The Heating of Buried Cables. 


In mv letter to you of the fth inst.. an unfortunate ein 
occurred in the fourth line of the fourth peragranh. The 
word ''considerablv " should not have been inserted. The 
sentence should read: ''The losses in unarmoured cables are 
in each case greater than those in armoured cables. 


A. M. Tavlor, 
Birmingham. Hon. Major, S.0.9, P. B. A. M. 
April 16th, 1921. 


LEGAL. 


THE Nasa FisH HyDROPHONE. 


On Monday last, before the Royal Commission on Awards 
to Inventors, the case was commenced of M.. George Howard 
Nash, C.B.E. (chief engineer and a director of the Western 
Electric Co.), Mr. A. A. Mack, Mr. Bertram B. Grace, and 
Mr. G. E. R. Penny, who put forward a claim in respect of 
the Nash fish hydrophone and the Western Electric hydro- 
phone equipment—apparatus used for the purpose of detecting 
the presence of submarines in the late war. 

The Court was presided over by the Hon. Mr. Justice Sar- 
gant, with whom were Sir Charles Ellis, Sir James Dobbie, 
Mr. Temple Franks, Mr. Young, and Mr. Norton. 

The applicants were represented by Mr. Hunter Grav, 
K.C.. Mr. Barrington Ward, K.C., and Mr. Caradoc Rees 
(instructed by Messrs. Hyman Isaacs, Lewis & Mills) solicitors. 
The Crown was represented by Sir Arthur Colefax. K.C., 
and Mr. Moritz. 

Mr. HUNTER Gray, K.C., in opening the case, explained that 
the Western Electric Co. were not the claimants, although 
the company were entitled to the greatest credit for the work 
which they performed in connection with the matter. It was 
a claim bv four gentlemen who were employés of the Western 
Electric Co., and it was in respect of what was known as 
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the Nash Fish, which was not an instrument, 


embodying several instruments, used very largely for the 
detection of submarines, and which enabled them in many 


cases to be destroyed by depth bombs. It was 


that the German submarine menace became a real danger, 


and the danger increased until in the autumn of 
a great deat of anxiety in this country. The 


on increasing until the middle of 1917 when something like 
one million tons of shipping was being destroyed per day. 
The Commission would understand that during the whole of 
that period it was vital that some means should be found to 
prevent, if possible, that tremendous destruction of shipping. 
Many elaborate investigations were carried out for the purpose 
of finding some solution. Among them were mines which 


were laid in the tratlic areas of the submari 


"Q' boats, &c. Some of the best scientific brains bad 


directed themselves to the problem. He woul 
Commission in detail all that Mr. Nash did—it 
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but a system 


in April, 1415, 


1916 it caused 
menace went 


nes, nets, the 


d not tell the | 


was sufficient 


for the moment to say that from the beginning of the war 


the Western Electric Co., and the four claiman 


ts, were work- 


ing on devices of various kinds for war purposes, and in 
November, 1916, Mr. Nash in particular turned his attention 
to the problem of dealing with the German submarines. From 
that time until April, 1917, the work which Mr. Nash and his 
colleagues did iu that connection was almost superhuman. 
The problems to be faced were multitudinous, but in the end 
they succeeded in perfecting a system which was eminentiy 
useful for the purpose for which it was designed. By October 
or November, 1917, there were something like 180 trawlers. 
all of which were built for the purpose, and fitted 


with the system. Although Mr. Nash was a 
of very great skill and knowledge, he began 


scientific man 
with the very 


elements of the subject. He consulted every book which he 
could find which gave him any information on the conduc- 
tivity of sound in water, and having equipped himself with 
that knowledge, he proceeded to work out the various elements 
in the problem, aid he began with the microphone. The 
first problem Mr. Nash had to solve was to get a microphone 
which would be affected on both sides. Some of the other 
scientific men who were working on the problem had solved 


that, but not to the knowledge of Mr. Nash. 


In addition to 


both sides of the diaphragm being equally affected, it wa 
necessary to know not only that it was in the line of the 


diaphragm, but they must know from what 


direction the 


sound came, whether from the right or the left. The next 
problem which Mr. Nash had to tackle was to invent a 
unidirectional hydrophone, and that was eventually accom- 
plished. Counsel explained how by an arrangement of 
the two microphones it was possible not only to get the 


4 


direction of the line to the submarine, but the 


‘sense of it. 


He was, he said, instructed that that device was absolutely 
new at the time Mr. Nash invented it. Another problem 
which Mr. Nash had successfully solved was moving the 
hydrophone transmitters through the seas at high speed with- 
out affecting their efficiency. Such a device might have been 
suspended from the ship itself, but the difficultv there was 


that they would have had trouble with the 
engines, and by the surging of the water, 


noise of the 
and therefore 


Mr. Nash took the quite original step of suspending his fish 
at the extremity of a long. steel composite rope about 200 ft. 


long. That was towed behind the ship, and 


the rope con- 


tained all the conductors that were required in addition to 
the necessary material to enable the towing to take place. 
It would be realised that all those problems required a great 
deal of experimenting to perfect them, but once the instru- 
ments were standardised, it was possible for the operator on 
board a ship to tell within 10 per cent. the distance the 
submarine was from the vessel, and then depth charges were 


dropped above the spot where the submarine 
to be. Before Mr. Nash invented his“ fish ” 


was supposed 
it was recof- 


nised that no single device had succeeded in overcoming the 
water noise, and the result was failure in every case. Mr. 
Nash had solved every single problem, and 184 ships were 
fitted out with the apparatus, and a very large number o 
submarine ' hunts ” were carried out, and he (Mr. Gray! 
was going to submit to the Commission that the effect of 
those devices was practically to destroy the danger of tbe 
German submarines. When they were used the submarines 
could be ‘‘ hunted ' in a way that was never possible before: 
and thev could be followed for hours and hours together until 


eventually they were destroyed. 


Learned counsel had not concluded his address when the 


hearing was adjourned until Monday next. 


SrMcOo, LD., v. SPOONER. 


IN the Shoreditch County Court. on April 14th, before Judse 
Cluer, Messrs. Semco, Ltd.. of [ligh Street, Shoreditch. elec 
trical manufacturers. sued Mr. R. J. Spooner, of Forest Gate, 
butcher, to recover £7 8s. 6d. for repairs to an electric motor. 


It appeared that-the defendant had a small 
running in his shop which he wished to have 


electric motor 
repaired. Ihe 


work had been done satisfactorily, but it was stated that the 


price was excessive. 


Mr. Ho xt, of 127, St. Stephen's Road, East Ham. at 1 5 
trician, was called for the defence, and said that if he ba 


been offered the work to do he could have 
properly and made a profit by charging £3 15s 
Judge OLuER found for the plaintiffs for £5 


carried it out 
‘and costs. 


UL te * 
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POSTMASTER-GENERAL v. LIVERPOOL CORPORATION. 


AN action seeking to recover the cost of repairing the damage 
to telephone cables, the result of an explosion which occurred 
in August, 1918, was heard at the Liverpool County Court, 
when the Postmaster-General sued the Liverpool Corporation 
in respect of the sum of £40. 

On behalf of the Postmaster-General, it was stated that 
when the Government took over the telephone system from 
the National Telephone Co., certain agreements between the 
company and the Corporation lapsed. The Postmaster-General 
claimed that he was entitled to obtain the cost of the repairs 
to the telephone cable which it was alleged had been damaged 
by a faulty electric light cable of the Liverpool Corporation. 

The Corporation contended that the fact that the Postmaster- 
General had taken over the telephones did not entitle him to 
treat agreements entered into between the Corporation, and 
the National Telephone Co. as having lapsed. It was argued 
that the Corporation should not be liable through the tele- 
phone and electric lipht cables being in contact. 

His Honour Judge THOMAS, gave judgment for the Corpora- 
tion with costs. He said the Postmaster-General was still 
bound by the agreements referred to. He found that the 
telephone cable had been negligently and improperly laid bv 
the Telephone Co. in contact, or practical contact, with the 
Corporation's electric cable. 


* 


COLLIERY FIREMAN FINED. 


Berore Sheriff Macdiarmid, at Airdrie, Robert Hendry, col- 
liery fireman, Lang Street, Coatbridge, admitted a charge 
of having failed to keep the removable handle of the electrical 
firing apparatus in his personal custody, he being authorised 
to fire shots electrically, and allowing it to be in the custody 
of two others. The Sheriff imposed a fine of £5, with the 
alternative of 30 days’ imprisonment. 


Bastian ELECTRIC Co., Lrp. 


THE petition of W. F. N. May and others for an order for 
the compulsory winding-up of this company was before Mr. 
Justice P. O. Lawrence in the Companies Winding-up Court 
on April 19th. The petitioners were judgment creditors, and 
the petition was adjourned for 14 days. 


PORTABLE ELECTRIC Motors (1919), Lrp. 


Ipo the petition of Electric Tools & Motors, Ltd.. Mr. Justice 
P. O. Lawrence, in the Companies Winding-up Court, on 
April 12th, made an order for the compulsory winding-up 
of this company. The petitioners, it was stated, were judg- 
ment creditors for £160. There was no opposition. 


— — —— — — 


WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION. 


AT the Southport County Court, on April 12th, an application 
was made for an order regarding certain compensation monevs 
respecting the death of an electrician in the employ of the 
Vulcan Motor & Engineering Co., named John Gilbert Anger. 
who was killed as the result of an accident arising out of 
his employment in November last. Mr. A. J. Mawdsley, 
solicitor, said that since the commencement of an application 
for arbitration the Vulcan Co. had paid into court £300 which, 
he understood, was the maximum sum payable on death in 
such circumstances. The judge consented to the paying out 
of £75 to the widow for the discharge of her debts, which 
included £40 for furniture, the balance to be invested with 
liberty to apply for its apportionment as between the widow 
and the children. 


HackNty BonoUGH COUNCIL TO BE SUMMONED. 


IT is reported in the daily Press that on Saturday last Mr. 
S. Y. Tilley, solicitor, applied to Mr. Disney at North London 
Police Court on Saturday for a summons against the Hackney 
Borough Council for failing to supply electric power to certain 
premises, contrary to the provisions of the Hackney Electric 
Lighting Order, 1893. 

Mr. TILLEY explained that his client had made formal 
application for a supply of electricity, which the Council was 
bound to give. and had emploved a master man to do the 
wiring inside the premises. While this work was in progress 
the electrician received a visit from a person representing 
himself as a shop steward from the Council’s electricitv de- 
partment, who requested to see his ticket.“ What 
ticket? " asked the electrician. ‘‘ Your union ticket,“ was 
the reply. 
and do the work myself. I employ no labour.” The shop 
steward informed him that as he did not belong to the union 
the Council'a men would refuge to connect the premises, and 
this decision was afterwarda confirmed by the borough elec- 
trical engineer. Under Section 26 of the Order the Council 
became liable to a penalty of 40s. a day for refusing to connect 
the premises, 

Mr. Disney granted the summons. 


The electrician answered: I am a master man 


MERSEY AND WEST LANCASHIRE 
ELBCTRICITY DISTRICT. 


WE have received the following communication from the 
Electricity Commission :— 

The Electricity Commissioners having considered. the evi- 
dence submitted at the recent inquiry at Liverpool into the 
two schemes submitted respectively by the Conference of 
Mersey and West Lancashire Electricity Authorities, and by 
the Corporations of Wallasey and Birkenhead, have arrived 
at the following conclusions :— 

1. The area provisionally determined is confirmed subject to 
the inclusion of the urban districts of Lymm, Haydock, North- 
wich, Middlewich, and Winsford, and the rural district of 
North wich. 

2. A Joint Electricity Authority will be formed for the 
whole district, subject as hereinafter appears. 

3. The advantages to the Local Authorities of the Wirral 
Peninsula of independent combination will for some years out- 
weigh those of inclusion in the scheme for the whole area. 
Subject to liaison with the Joint Electricity Authority, a 
separate Committee will be established representative ot the 
Local Authorities for the following districts, namely, the 
county boroughs of Birkenhead and Wallasey, the urban dis- 
tricts of Hoylake and West Kirby. Bromborough, Higher 
Bebington, Lower Bebington, and Neston and Parkgate, and 
the rural district of Wirral (hereinafter referred to as ''the 
Wirral Area ’’). 

Although the Commissioners have arrived at this conclusion 
after a critical comparison of the estimates laid before them 
by the promoters of the two schemes as subsequently amended 
by the Commissioners, they are of opinion that it may be 
found advantageous to merge the Wirral Committee in the 
Joint Electricity Authority at some future date. 

4. A capital station in the neighbourhood of Liverpool, and 
a transmission svstem connecting it with Liverpool. Bootle, 
Prescot, and St. Helens. are immediately required, and will be 
of advantage to the neighbouring districts. 

5. The fullest and most efficient use should be made of the 
generating plant of the Mersev Power Company, Limited. The 
company, by arrangement with the Joint Electricity Autho- 
rity, and with the approval of the Commissioners, and subject 
to suitable conditions, may be empowered to extend its opera- 
tions by bulk supply or otherwise into neighbouring districts. 
The Company will have separate representation upon the Joint 
Electricity Authority, to which it will elect one member. 

6. The areas of the Wirral Committee and the Mersey Power 
Company. Limited, should in due course be linked up with 
the remainder of the area. 

The Electricity Commissioners have accordingly decided to 
prepare a draft Order providing (inter alia):— | 

(a) For the establishment of a Joint Electricity Authority 
for the whole district, including the additional areas 
enumerated in paragraph (1), and the Wirral area. 

(b) For the establishment of an independent Committee for 
the Wirral area. , NM 

(c) For any consequential modifications in the constitution of 
the Joint Electricity Authority proposed in the scheme of the 
Conference of Mersey and West Lancashire Electricity Autho- 
rities. The Wirral Committee will elect one member of the 
Joint Electricity Authority. l 

(d) For the inclusion of outlines of the technical schemes to 
be undertaken by the Joint Electricity Authority and the 
Wirral Committee respectively, but will provide that modifi- 
cations thereof may be made with the approval of the Com- 
missioners. 

(e) For the Joint Electricity Authority and the Wirral Com- 
mittee respectively being required to submit, within a period 
of two years from the date of their formation, proposals for 
giving or securing a supply in unoccupied areas where there 
is a reasonable prospect of such supply being remunerative. | 

(f) For the administrative expenses of the Joint Electricity 
Authoritv being met bv contributions from each of the in- 
terests represented on the Authority, and for any deficiency 
on revenue account which may arise from the supply of elec- 
tricitv being, by & re-adjustment of charges or otherwise, met 
only by those undertakings which are connected with the Joint 
Electricity Authority's transmission system. 

(g) For the necessary financial powers being conferred on the 
Joint Electricity Authority and the Wirral Committee. subject 
in the former case to the enactment of the Electricity (Supply) 
Bill now before Parliament. js 

Pending the establishment of the Joint Electricitv Authority 
and the Wirral Committee, the Commissioners will ask the 
parties concerned to form two small provisional committees 
with which the Commissioners may consult from time to time . 
with regard to any development of supply in the Electricity 
District and the Wirral Area respectively. 

The ohservationa of the parties represented at the recent in- 
quiry will he invited on the clauses of the draft Order before . 
the Commissioners hold the further inquirv required by 
Section 5 (4) of the Electricity (Supply) Act. 1919. 

A communication in the above terms is being made to all . 
parties represented at the inquiry. 
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BUSINESS NOTES. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.—J. SKINNER (Foster, Skinner 
and Co.), electrio fittings dealer, Liverpool.—First ana final divi- 
dend of Is. 341, in the £, payable April 22nd, at the Oficial 
Receiver's Offices, 11, Dale Street, Liverpool. 

. JOHN VINCENT BELL, 21, North Bar Within, Beverley, East 
Riding, Yorkshire, electrical engineer.—The adjourned public 
examination of this debtor was held recently at the Guildhall, 
Alfred Golder Street, Hull. It appeared that debtor commenced 
business in February, 1920, after being apprenticad to the trade. 
The statement of affairs showed liabilities of £149, against assets 
estimated to realise £455, or a surplus of £6. He attributed his 
position to a general falling-off in trade since September, and 
damage done to his business by reason of his arrest. It was farther 
stated that the charge on which he had been arrested had been 
withdrawn. The examination was closed. 

. L. P. Howse & G. H. B. SNELL (Howae & Snell), electrical engi- 
neers, Margate.—Trustee, Mr. J. C. Goldsack, 5, Cecil Square, 
Margate, appointed April 11th. 


Company Liquidations. — BRITISH RusssR Manv- 


FACTURES, LTD.—A first and final dividend is to be declared. 
Proof of debts has to be made by May 2nd. The liabilities are 
£80,000. The assets estimated available for dividends are £1,800. 
Mr. H. Brougham, 33, Carey Street, W.C., is liquidator. 

ORIZ ABA TRAMWAYS SYNDICATE, LTD.—Meeting of creditors 
called for Monday last at Sardinia House, W.C. 

ANGLO-FOREIGN TRAMWAYS SYNDICATE, LTD.—Meeting of 
creditors called for Monday last at Sardinia House, W.C. 

WIGAN ELECTRO METALLURGICAL Works, LTD.—Winding up 
voluntarily, Liquidator, Mr. J. Airey, 8, Victoria Street, 
Liverpool, to whom particulars of claims should be sent forthwith. 
Meeting of creditors called for April 27th. 


Dissolutions of Partnership.—SAUNDERS, GARNER AND 
MOTHERSDILL, electrical, motor, and mechanical engineers, 249, 
Regent Road, Salford.—Mr. F. Garner and Mr. F. Mothersgill have 
dissolved partnership. Debts will be attended to by Mr. F. 
Garner, who will continue the business under the style of 
Garner & Co. 

BRITISH TELEPHONE SUPPLY Co., 14, Snow Hill: Birmingham. 
—Mesars. G. H. Hanson, W. C. Carter, and A. H. Hanson, have 
dissolved partnership.  Debta will be attended to by Messrs. 
Carter and A. H. Hanson, who will continue the business under the 
same name, 


Trade Ánnouncements.—M &ssRs. GEORGR Nosss, LTD.’ 
of 89, Cleveland Street, Fitzroy Square, London, W.1, have taken 
over the sole selling rights for the world of Provoi" electrical 
insulating composition, which takes the place of what has long 
been known as Chatterton's compound. For the last five years 
their entire output has been absorbed by about 12 British manu- 
facturers of generators and motors, and certain telegraph, tele- 
phone, and traction companies. 

Messrs. BERRY X MOODYCLIFFE. late of the South of Sootland 
Electrical and Mechanical Engineering Co., Ltd., have commenced 
business as electrical engineers, at Milldamhead, Annan Road, 
Dumfries. 

THE COMMERCIAL CABLE Co. has opened a new cable offica at 
75, Edmund Street, Birmingham, for the convenience of this large 
industrial centre. 

Premiass at 7. Victoria Square, Truro, have been opened as show- 
rooms by the ELECTRIC LiGHT, MOTOR AND ENGINEERING Oo., of 
which Mr. H. Colling Hall is the manager. 

Mr. NEIL CAMERON and MR. CAMPBELL GARDNER, of 
44, Upper Arthur Street, Belfast, and 68, Dame Street, Dublin, 
bave entered into partnership and commenced business at the 
above addresses aa electrical and mechanical eng ineers' agents and 
wholesale factors. Catalogues and price-lists requested. 


Catalogues and Lists.—THe LONDON ELECTRIC FIRM, 
Brighton Road, Croydon.—Leaflet No. 274, giving sizes and prices 
of flexible steel wire ropes ; Leaflet No. 275, & price list illustrating 
and describing winches, ropes and pulleys; also two circular 
letters, one regarding stocks of searchlight mirrors of varicus types 
and sizes (priced), and the other (with blue prints) advertising a 
atock of disused steel and wood poles suitable for lighting, 
telephone lines, &c. - 

Messes. L. G. HAWKINS & Co., 116, Charing Cross Road. W.C. 2.— 
„The Electrical Link," Vol. I, No. 3, advertising Universal 
electric washers and other products ; alsotwo illustrated pamphlets 
dealing with Universal toasters, percolators, vacuum cleaners, 
immersion heaters, Xc. 

Messrs. S. G. Leaca & Co., LTD., 26-30, Artillery Lane, E. 1.— 
List FCM 11, a priced pamphlet giving particulars and illustrations 
of desk, bracket, and oscillating electric fane; also an illustrated 
price sheet of fractional h.p. motors, ranging from u, to h. p. 

MEssks. FERRANTI, LTD., 180, Fleet Street, London, E.C. 4.— 
Illustrated and priced leati2t, List Ga 354, giving full particulars 
of the Ferranti-Hawkins system of cable protection. 

Messrs. Mossay & Co, LTD., 7, Princes Street, Westminster, 
S. W. 1.—A catalogue giving numerous illustrations of Orwell" 
industrial electric vehicles applied to various businesses. Partiou- 
lars of running coats are given. | 

THE Epison Swan ELECTRIC Co., Lro., Ponders End, Middlesex. 
Leaflet No. A.A. 214, dealing with Ediswan " circuit-breakers, and 
Leaflet B.B, 215, advertising “ Ediswan Acme" accumulators, 


THE BENJAMIN ELECTRIO, LTD. Brantwood Works, Tarif 
Road, Tottenham, N. 17. Catalogue L-6.—This is an extremely 
well-produced publication divided into seven sections as follows .— 
(1) Industrial lighting fittings; (2) outside lanterns and well- 
glass fittings; (3) electric lighting devices; (4) shop-window 
lighting material; (5) industrial signals; (6) automobile acoes- 
sories ; and (7) a ꝛ0essories and spare parts, Bach section is pro- 
fusely illustrat ad, some excellent photographs of lighting systems 
baing included, and a great many data are also supplied. Prices 
are given where possible. 

THE BRITISH THoMsoN-HousTOoN CO, LTD., Rugby.—Descriptive 
List No. 2,531 -A. This is a copiously-illustrated brochure dealing 
with Fabroil pinions and their applications. A great amount 
of technical data in this connection is inoluded in the publication. 

ATHOL ENGINEERING Co, 9, Peru Street, Higher Broughton, 
Manchester.—A price-list (C 3. 150,421) of sheet celluloid, with 
conditions of sale, &o. 

Messrs, Hyatt, LTD, Thurloe Place, South Kensington, S. W. 7. 
A list giving drawings and dimensions of roller bearings for loose 
pulleys and oountershaft boxes. 


Electricity Supply Rifle League.—The following are 
the results of the matches shot during March :—Shoroeditoh 
583, Central, 557; City Co, 561, Falham 481; City Oo. 571, 
Central 552; Shoreditch 583, St. James's 654; St. James's 555, 
Brompton 534. 


Book Notices.—'' Riffelbekämpfung und Riffelmessung." 
By F. Schrey. Pp. 19, figs. 5. Vienna: From the author. 
Price M.20.—This is a pamphlet on the removal of corrugations on 
railway track by means of a track-grinding rail motor-oar, and the 
measurement of corrugations on tramway lines, issued by the chief 
inspector of the municipal tramways in Vienna. It deals with the 
cost of removal of corrugations on rails by various processes, and 
contains a description with illustrations of a new device for 
measuring corrugations; it is the result of investigations made 
under the superintendence of the author by the municipal tram- 
way department of Vienna. 

“The Metropolitan-Vickers Gazette, Vol. VI, N>. 96, March, 
1921.—In this issue, Mr. Juhlin's paper on The Temperature 
Limits of Large Alternators," read before the I.E.E., is reproduced. 
Other articles are :—'' Electrical Drive in Cotton-Spinning Mills” 
by V. Mallalieu ; Radiology Applied to the Testing of Materials, 
by A, P. M. Fleming, C.B.E.. and J. R. Clarke, M. Sc.; and "The 
Electrio Road Vehicle," by W. D. Sheers. 

" Soience Abstracts.“ Vol. 21, Part 8. Section A—Physics 
(88 pp.); Section B—Electrical Engineering (54 pp.) London: 
E. & F. N. Spon, Ltd. Prioe, single numbers, 28. 6d. . 

“Engineering Abstracts from Current Periodical Literature, 
new series No. 7, April, 1921 (275 pp.). London: The Institution 
of Civil Eagineers. 

"Oontaot," the Journal of the National Association of Super- 
vising Electricians. Vol. II, No. 4, April, 1921. London: The 
Association. —This number contains illustrated articles on “ Battery 
Control by Ampere-hour Meter," and "Progress in Lighting, a 
report of proceedings at the annual dinner, &c. 


Electrica! Manufacturing in Australla;— Protests were 
recently lodged with the Sydney City Council against the decision 
of the Electric Lighting Committee to recommend the purchase of 
a transformer of local manufacture at a price some 20 per oent. in 
advance of the tenders from oversea manufacturers. The 
Australian Overseas Committee of the British Electrical and Allied 
Manufacturers’ Association emphatically protested against such 
preference. The British manufacturers, the letter stated, had to 
allow in their tenders for freight, insurance, exchange, &., as well 
as duty, in the case of the transformer 30 per cent. ad calorem, 90 
thatin this way alone local manufacturers were protected to the 
extent of approximately 45 per cent. The general impression was 
that the new rates of duty were fixed in such a way as to give the 
necessary preferenoe to local manufacturers over the British, and 
that it was no longer necessary to give a further preference to 
local manufacturers. It was, therefore, surprising that in this 
instance a preference of 20 par cent. was recommended. If this 
policy was adhered to, it would seem useless for British firms to 
continua tendering, and in the circumstances it would leave the field 
entirely open to local manufacture, eliminating healthy com 
petition. It would be recognised that the total load of 65 per cent. 
could not possibly be faced by British manufacturers. The letter 
further pointed out that no preference should be given to local 
over British manufactured articles, on account of duty, &c., which 
was already intended to serve that purpose. It would be glad 
the Council would define its policy on the question in oon 
with future contracts. A second letter in similar strain wat 
received from Messrs. Noyes Bros. (Sydney), Ltd. The Council, 
however, agreed to the recommendation of the Electric Lighting 
Committee, that the tender of the English Electric Co. 9 
Australia, for the transformers, involving a sum of £13,700, be 
aocepted.— /ndustrial Australian and Mining Standard, 


New Italian Companies. There has been formed at 
Antrona Piana, province of Novara, the Società Forze Idrauliche 
Valle Antrona, with a capital of 1,000,000 lire, for the generation 
of electricity from the River Antrona. 

At Oliveto Citra has been embodied the Società Idro-clettric 
Valsele, for the utilisation of energy generated from the River 
Inoeglia, Its capital is 1,000,000 lire. 


MW f iw ͤ SE ib 4 sol 


iv 


= — — — — 


Vol. 88. No. 2,265, APRIL 22, 1921.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 515 


aL 


The Photographic Fair.—A Photographic Fair is in 
progress at the Horticultural Hall, Westminster, where all phases 
of the art are to be seen. Naturally cameras, plates and lenses 
form the greater part of the exhibition, but several electrical 
appliances are on view. There are numerous small articles shown, 
such as the Richardson dry-mounting fixing iron, which is similar 
in appearance to an electric soldering iron. This has a small 
loading, and is suitable for attaching to an ordinary lampholder. 
Then there is an electric printing box; this is for use where a 
supply of electricity is not available. It consists of a box in which 
is placed a small electric lamp supplied by a pocket battery. Prints 
upon “gaslight” paper can be obtained in a very short time by 
this means. MESSRS. JOHN J. GRIFFIN & SONS, LTD.. of Kemble 
Street, Kingsway, show a Barkay " reflector which, it is claimed, 
increases the actinic value of the reys from a gasfilled lamp by 
800 per cent. The reflector is of glacs, silvered on the back. The 
surface of the reflector is a series of tiny depressione and con- 
vexities, so that within the main light beam (which is not visible. 
and does not photograph) are myriads of secondary light pencils 
striking st every angle. The effect gained is as though the light 
originates from an incandescent mass of some 150 sq. in.—the 
whole area of the Barkay—instead of from a small filament or arc 
alone. As a result, the outline of cast shadows is softened and 
“flaffy.”’ Diff using screener, which frequently absorb 70 per cent. 
of the light. may be dispensed with, or reduced to a very small size 
just sufficient to mask the direct rays from the light source. 

Messrs. NEWMAN & GUARDIA, LTD., 17-18, Rath bone Place, 
Oxford Street, W. 1, exhibit " Triumph outfits for photographic 
work. The 5-A set shown comprises a 1,000-u.p. lamp and Mangin 
reflector, with a sliding resistance to vary the intensity of the 
light. This can be operated from house wiring, or an accumulator 
battery can be employed. 

Messrs. Ross, Lrp., Clapham Common, S.W. 14, have on view an 
exampleof their kinema projector, The special lenses used in this 
machine result, it is stated, in a considerable saving of current 
while giving brighter illumination than the machines of most 
other makers, The arc is of the six-movement type, making 
adjustment a simple matter. A specially-designed shutter is 
supplied with the machine. It is the outcome of many experiments 
in connection with light transmitting power and the elimination 
of fiicker. In this shutter the alternate cover and "open" 
sezments are covered with translucent gelatine; the " cover " 
segments are violet-ooloured. This arrangement ensures that the 
light is never cut off from the soreen, and the usual flicker, there- 
fore, is absent. The jth-h.p. motor which is embodied in the 
machine is swung and counterbalanced, so that the tension in the 
pulley-driving belt is maintained constant. 

Messrs. W. BuTCHER & Sons, LTD., Farringdon Avenue, E. C. 4, 
exhibit, inter alia, kinema projectors, and samples of the 
„Klimax parallel arc for studio work, projection, &c. 


N.A.S.E’s New Address.— The registered office of the 
National Association of Supervising Electricians is now at Room 29, 
Metropolitan Buildings, 63, Queen Victoria Street E.C.4. Tele- 
phone, Oity 7381.“ 


New French Companies.— Under the style of Etablisse- 
ments Nioca has been formed a company at Paris (Rue Volney. 6) 
for the manufacture, sale, and purchase of electric porcelain and 
other articles of electric equipment. The capital is 1.120,000 fr. 
in 500-fr. shares, of which 1,800 are apportioned to MM. Moatti, 
as consideration for their assets. 

Le Micalas (Société Frar çaise des Isolants pour l'Eleotricité) is 
the title of a recently-formed company for the manufacture of and 
trading in electrio insulators and the accessory chemical pro- 
ducts. The capital is 6,000,000 fr. in 100-fr. shares, of which 
24,000 A shares are allotted to M. Herrmann in partial payment 
for his assets. Offices. 6, Rue Volney, Paris. 

There has been embodied at Paris (66, Avenue de la Bournnais) 
the Comptoirs d'Electricitó Industrielle (Anciens Etablissements 
de la Motte-Rouge), for the working of the goodwill of an electric 
furnisher's business The capital is 300,000 fr., of which 2,300 
100-fr. shares are allotted to MM. Motte- Rouge and De Pontaumont 
as compensation fcr their assets. 

The Société Luxsmbourgeoise pour Enterprises Electriques is the 
name of a company formed at Paris, with a capital of 3,000,000 fr., 
to trade in electric material of all kinds. 


Engineering Wages and Conditions.— According to the 
Manchester Guardian, the Engineering Employers and Unions 
recently met in conference to discuss in the first place certain 
actual disputes which had arisen about overtime, manning of 
machines, and the apprentice question. These disputes led toa 
number of local stoppages in particular factories. In the second 
place the conference was expected to discuss the employers’ appli- 
cation for a general reduction in wages throughout the industry. 
When the conference met the employers apparently asked the 
Unions whether they would agree to recommend a general reaump- 
tion of work in the factories in which stoppages had taken place 
over these questions. To this the Unions refused to sgree, The 
employers thereupon intimated that, in their view, this created & 
serious situation, that full powers of action bad been placed in the 
hands of the Federation by the constituent associations, and that 
they would have immediately to consider their position. They 
thereupon adjourned the conference without any discussion on the 
wages question. 

_ "The view in Trade Union quarters is that this means that a 


‘serious crisis, in whioh the wage reduction question will inevitably 


become the principal issue, whatever the ostensible cause of the 
dispute may be, is imminent,” 


Scottish Electricians’ Strike.— The strike of electricians 
in Soot'and is now in its seventh week. No conference between 
the two parties has been held. The employers throughout 
Scotland, states the secretary of the Electrical Contractors’ Associa- 
tion of Scotland, have recently been advertising for men at the 
new rate of 2s, per hour, and there has been a considerable number 
of responses. Some firms are already fully staffed. "There is no 
doubt that a very considerable number of those who have applied 
are not members of the Electrical Trades Union, but, on the other 
hand, it seems clear that members of the Union are also seeking 
employment at the new rate. Practically the whole of the 
employé: of one large firm returned to work cn April 15th, and it 
is reported that the emp'oyés of another firm returned on April 12th, 
both at the new rate, 

Mr. Higgins, the district organiser of the E.T.U., points out in 
connection with this statement that, so far as the members of the 
Union are concerned, it is not true, He admitted it might be true 
that some employers were able to engage men, but those were non- 
Unionists What the employers desired most was com petent 
electricans, and Mr. Higgins said he doubted whether those men 
were competent workers. So far as Glasgow was concerned, he 
said no firm had succeeded in securing a full staff. | 


Social Events. — At the invitation of the Mayor of 
Leigh (Mr. Geo. Holden), Callender's Anchor“ Works Musical 
Society recently gave two performanoes of Gilbert and Sullivan’s 
opere, "The Pirates of Penzance," in the Leigh Hippodrome, in 
aid of the local infirmary. This laudable effort resulted in the 
Mayor, on behalf of the Infirmary Board, receiving a cheque for 
£302, representing the gross proceeds of the evening's entertain- 
ment. The whole of the expenses (£110) were defrayed by private 
subscriptions, thus avoiding the heavy entertainment-tax. In 
acknowledging the cheque, the Mayor bighly complimented the 
„Anchor Works Musical Society on their excellent performances. 
The interest in the event was enhanced by the fact that, with the 
Society's double set of principals, two houses were run during 
the evening to crowded audiences. Mr. Alec Hill (conductor), Mr. 
Jcs. Hull, A. R. C. O. (accompanist), Mr. W. T. Thornley (stage 
manager), and Miss Caastles (who was responsible for the costumes), 
togther with the principals and chorus, were the recipients of well- 
merited congratulations. The arrangements were carried out by a 
Town Committee, with the Mayor as chairman, Messrs. J. À. 
Smith and W. Hulme Jones (hon. secretaries), and Mr. W. Higen- 
bottom (hon. treasurer). 

The staff of the Midland Electric Manufacturing Co., Ltd., have 
formed a Staff Social Club, and held their first dinner and musical 
evening at the White Horse Hotel, Birmingham, on April 14th. 
Over 40 members were present; Mr. W. L. Barber (managing 
director) preaided. | 

The annual dinner of the Willesden District Council Eleotricit 
Department was held at the Social Club Room, Salusbury Road, 
Kilburn, on Saturday, 9th inst. Councillor W. A. Hill, the chair- 
man of the Electricity Committee, who presided, was supported by 
Mr. A. W. Blake, and members of the Electricity Committee and 
other friends, including Messrs. W. Wyld, borough electrical 
engineer of Hampstead, H. Howard, and R. Hughman. The party 
numbered approximately 80. Unique table decorations were 
devised by members of the staff. The toasts included The Elec- 
tricity Committee,’ The Officers of the Council and The 
Visitors. In responding to the toast of The Electricity Depart- 
ment," Mr. Blake gave a brief run of the work of thedepartment 
during the past year. Twenty-one miles of new cable had been 
laid, 473 new consumers had been added, and the electric vehicle 
department had completed its first full year of working. Of the 14 
electric vehicles which were operating on hovse refuse collection 
in the district, one had ran without any loss of time whatever 
throughout the 12 months, one lost } hour, one lost 1 hour, one 
9 hours. and one 24 hours, and taking the whole 14 vehicles, the 
whole time lost was only 994 vehicle hours, which represented 
only '3 per cent. of the whole working time. He instanced this 
as a record which would be hard to approach by any other form of 
road transport. The plant at the Acton Lane Garage was also 
being used for charging industrial trucks and other electric 
vehicles, and the increasing use of these in the factories of the 
distriots showed that the great advantages of these trucks in the 
handling of goods were being more and more realised by manu- 
facturere. A much-enjoyed musical programme was contributed 
by various members of tbe staff. 

The concluding social evening of the Ediswan (Bristol) Steff 
was held at the company's showrooms on the 6th inst. A varied 
programme was given by members of the staff and their friends. 


E.D.A. Activities. —The Electrical Development Associa- 
tion, Hampden House, 8t, Kingsway, W.C. 2, has recently published 
two interesting articles upon Switzerland, One (E. D. A. 152), 
deals with electrical enterprise in that country, and the other 
(E.D.A. 155), is an abstract of a lecture delivered by Herr Paul 
Beuttner to a Society of Engineers in Switzerland. This deals 
with electric heating by heat acoumulation " methods using hig 
load-factor appliances. : 


Salaries in Electricity Works.— We regret to learn from 
the minutes of the Hammersmith Borough Council for April 20th 
that the Salaries and Wages Committee (No, 2) has recommended 
the withdrawal of the Council from the various Joint Industrial 
Councils and Boards representing employers and employés, and 
proposes instead to hold confereroes with representatives of the 
Council's staff and employés, 
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Lead.—In their report, dated April 16th, Messrs. 
JAMES FORSTER & Co. state :—' The market for lead, as for other 
metals, has been remarkably steady, notwithstanding the gravity of 
the labour difficulties, but the position is very artificial, and the 
steadiness is certainly not due to trade demand, which has been of 
most meagre description. Not only isthe consumption of lead for 
building trades much Jess than it was, but the electrical cable trade 
has fallen off considerably during the last month or 30.“ 


Undergrounding of German Overhead Wires.—It is 
expected that the long-distanoe cable connections between Berlin 
and Bhineland will be completed in the next few months. In 
connection with this work it is stated that as soon as the financial 
situation will permit, the German telegraph authorities propose to 
substitute cables for the most important Press and telegraph wires. 
In order that all technical experience may be utilised in the con- 
struction of cables, and also secure the greatest possible economy 
and efficiency by simplification, it is intended to form a company 
under the title of the Deutsche Fernkabel G.m.b.H., of Berlin, 
with the co-operation of the State and the firms to be entrusted 
with the manufacture. Hitherto only the Siemens & Halske Co. 
has supplied long-distance telephone cables to the telegraph 
authorities. The Felten & Guilleaume Co. and the A. E. G. will 
now participate in the new oompany, which will also embody other 
cable makers later on. 


Italian Electrical Preparations.—In the course of the 
report for 1920 of the Società Anonima Italiana Gio. Ansaldo e 
Oia., the directors state that the company's programme covers a 
series of manufactures in mechanical and electrical engineering 
and shipbuilding, complemented by the production of special 
qualities of electric steel. Dealing with the transposition from 
war to peace work, the report mentioned that the Sampierdarena 
worke is producing turbines, marine boilers, and locomotives. 
The artillery works of Vittoria had been transformed into a great 
works for the construction of three-phase machinery and electric 
locomotives, while the old electrical workshops remained intact 
for the building of continuous-current machines. The great 
railway transformation which the country was preparing for the 
substitution of electric for steam locomotion and the necessity for 
the carrying out of new hydro-electric works would feed these 
establishments with work. The electrio steel plant at the Aosta 
works and the sheet.rolling mill were now in full operation, and 
one of the two electrio blast furnaoes would soon be able to start 
production. 


Belgian Cable Works.—The report of the Société Belge 
pour la Fabrication des Cables et Fils Electriques states that the 
results obtained in 1920 show that the company was not affected 
by the crisis which in the second half of the year succeeded the 
period of prosperity in 1919. During the year a copper-drawing 
mill was added to the cable department, permitting of a con- 
siderable increase in the production of insulated wires and cables, 
and a reduction in the prime costs. As it had been impossible to 
recover many of the machines requisitioned in this department by 
the Germans, the directors had obtained substitutes for some of 
them. The department for insulating tubes had been extended as 
a result of the recovery of all the machines which had been seized, 
especially the oold rolling mill, shears, &c., which were again placed 
in servioe during the year, together with others conatructed for the 
company. The net profits earned in 1920 amounted to 1,248,000 fr., 
and a dividend at the rate of 45'62 fr. per share had been declared. 


N. F. E. A. Dinaer.—4At the annual dinner of the Bradford 
branch of the National Federated Electrical Association recently, 
when the President of the Association (Mr. Percy Collinson, of 
Bradford), and the general secretary (Mr. L. G. Tate) were present, 
and at which Mr. A. Smith presided, Mr. Douthwaite, of the 
Electrical Factors, responding to the toast of “The Guests” 
(proposed by Mr. Harry Moss), suggested the establishment of an 
Electrical Olub in the city, open to all engaged in any branch of 
the electrical industry. In proposing Suooees to the Bradford 
Corporation Electricity Department," Mr. Collinson congratulated 
Bradford upon the harmonious relationships between the municipal 
undertaking and the electrical traders. Mr. C. E. Allsop, of the 
Department, responded. ‘The Contractors Association, was pro- 
posed by Mr. J. Dyson, and replied to by Mr. Tate. 


The E.P.E.A. and the Strike.—On April 14th the 
E.P.E.A. issued to the Press the following announcement as to its 
position and intentions :— 

In connection with the present crisis the Electrical Power 
Engineers’ Association desires it to be made clear that it does not 

ropose to withdraw its members. After & conference with the 
ndon District Committee of the Electrical Trades Union it has 
decided to issue the following instructions to its members :— 

1. That members of the E. F. E. A. employed on railway or tram- 
way systems will carry out their normal duties only, and not do 
the work of any employé on strike nor supervise or instruct any 
volunteer labour that is introduced. 

2. That, in respect of the electricity supply stations, the 
members of the E.P E.A. will maintain, supply and use every 
endeavour to prevent this industry being involved in the present 
dispute. Before any action is taken which is likely to affect the 
electricity supply industry, a conference of the Unions concerned 
is to be called. 


To Confer with the Chancellor. — On Thursday the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer was to meet representatives of the 
Federation of British Industries and the Association of Chambers 
of Commerce in order to discuss the valuation of stocks and other 
questions arising out of the termination of E.P.D. 


The Trade of Siam.—The Department of Overses 
Trade has issued a report (H.M. Stationery Office, Is. 3d.) on the 
commercial situation in Siam at the close of 1920. It has been 
prepared by Mr. T. H. Lyle, C.M.G., H.M. Oonsul-General at 
Bangkok. The eituation of the import and export trade is 
reviewed, as are such matters as shipping. railways, aviation, and 
company developments. Importations of iron, steel, and machinery, 
which ceased entirely during the war, show enoouraging signs of 
restoration. 

In metals of all kinds in the rough," there is a steady increase 
in the United Kingdom direct import. while Japan shows a marked 
movement in the reverse direction. The United Kingdom share in 
machine tools increased from a merely nomipal sum to 
ticals 49,200 (£4,360), but failed to overtake the United States 
at ticals 73,728 (86,636). For the year ended March, 1914, the 
United Kingdom providec 52,620 ticals' worth (£4,047) of machin 
tools out of a total import of ticals 59,918 (£4,609). In machine 
belting there was a general decline, though the United Kingdom still 
retained four-fifths of this business at ticals 247,588 (421,919) 
Other branches of metal manufactures in which the United 
Kingdom proportion showed satisfactory increases were bars and 
sections, sheeta and plates, galvanised sheets (from nil to 
ticals 410,363, or £39,039), wire and manufactures thereof, screws 
and rivets, cutlery and tools, and railroad material. In most 
of the items herein enumerated, corresponding decreases occurred 
in the shares of Japan and the United States, save that Japan, with 
142,285 kg. valued at ticals 210,216 (£18 639) doubled her quantity 
of enamelled goods as compared with the previous year, and the 
United States partook of the general increase in aheete and plates, 
screws and rivets, railroad material, and cutlery and tools. 

There is a satisfactory increase to tioals 264,295 (£23,430) in 
the United Kingdom share of electrical goods and spparatus, 
apparently at the expense of Holland and Japan. In this branch, 
Sweden is this year amongst the prominent suppliers, with a total 
of ticals 266,291 (£23,607), due to the purchase in that country of 
& new turbine plant by & public utility company in Bangkok 
which is responsible for much of the electric lighting anditramway 
power of the port. The United States, with 2 11, 176, is responsible 
for one-third of the total imports of eleotrical goods, an increase 
in value on last year's figures, though the actual quantity of goods 
supplied is reduced by 55,000 kg. 
be The reduction of telegraph rates between Siam and Indis aad 
Burma commenced to take effeot on August 18t, 1920. Previoeiy 
the rate had been 75 cents per word to India and 65 cents 
to Burma. Henceforth the charge is to be 43 cents in the 
case of either India or Burma. Tbe Siamese Ministry of Marine 
proposes to establish, by way of experiment, a wireless instal- 
lation on the outer Red Lightship at the bar at the mouth of 
the Menam river to enable incoming ships to communicate with 
Bangkok, in conjunction with the naval wireless station An 
attempt is also to be made to introduce night signalling from the 
same lightship to show ships entering or leaving what depth of 
water there is on the bar. 


The Trade of Finland.—A report has been issued by the 
Department of Overseas Trade on the economio, financial, and 
industrial conditions of Finland. The pulp, timber, textile and 
other industries are reviewed. The total production of the engi- 
neering works in 1919 is put down at 236,349,600 Finnish marks; 
lighting and power transmission, 52.293,100 ditto; tools. 1,030,000 
ditto. During 1920 Finnish industries did very well on the whole. 
The metal industry suffered much from the lack and high cost of 
raw materials, increased wages, and high price and scarcity of coal. 
Among other matters it is mentioned that a large water-power 
station is being built at .E:sà, about 70 km. east of Bjorneberg. 
About 7,0 0 h.p. will be transmitted to the industrial establish- 
ments at Bjorneberg. The power station, which is being built by 
the Bjorneberg Power Co., with & capital of 2,000,000 Finnish 
marks, is expected to be ready in April, 1921. In the railway con- 
struction programme for 1921 there is a sum Of 350,000 Finnish 
marks assigned for planning the complete electrification of the 
railways in Finland. The imports for the first nine months of 
1920 inoluded :—Electrical machinery, 773,842 kg., 15,470,680 
Finnish marks; insulated wire, cables. &c., 370,042 kg., 6,447,377 
marks; electric glow lamps. 75,888 kg., 6,888,754 marks; steam 
engines, 168,931 kg., 1.505,640 marks; water turbines, 53.031 kg., 
406,233 marks. The machinery, turbines, and appliances imported 
were received chiefly from Germany (78,793.021 Finnish marke), and 
from Sweden (53,245,352 Finnish marks); Denmark came next with 
6,820,154 Finnish marks, Metals and metal-work entered chiefly 
from Germany, Sweden, Great Britain, U.S.A., and Denmark. 


Reduction in S. African Railway Rates.—The South 
African Railways and Harbours Administration announces that, 
with effect from Monday, April 11th, a reduction of 1s. per 2,000 Jb. 
has been made in the net railway rates to Union porte and Delagoa 
Bay on export coal shipped beyond South or South-West Africa, 
and coal used for bankering ships oarrying a fall cargo of export 
coal beyond South or South- West Africa. 


Wages In the Robber Industry.—Fuat Rare Cor 
PREFERRED. — Employes in the iodia-rubber manufacturing 
industry have proposed a decrease of payments by 10 per cent. all 
round. To discuss the question a conference between the Manu- 
facturers’ Association and tne Amalgamated Society of India-rubber 
Cable and Asbestos Workers was held in Manchester. The workers 
representatives pointed out that if a reduction was inevitable it 
should be of a uniform sum of money which all could afford. A 
fortnight's postponement was agreed to. — Manchester Daily 
Dispatch, April 12th. 
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Platinum Production in British Columbla.— The pro- 
duction of platinum, it is believed, will soon be greatly increased in 
British Columbia, investigations conducted during a number of 
years having disclosed the fact that the Fraser River and adjacent 
territory constitute one of the principal platinum deposits of the 
world. A plant is being erected, and it is expected reduction work 
will ‘commence in the spring. It is believed that for 250 miles 
along the Fraser River and 150 miles on tributary streams 75 per 
dent. of the black sand deposits can be dredged, and concentrates 
to the extent of 8 to 40 lb. per ob. yard of earth obtained.— 
Reuter's Trade Service (Victoria, B. C.). 


_Nenhansen Aluminium Industry. — The report of the 
of the Aluminium Industrie A.G., of Neuhausen, refers to 
the obstacles experienced in obtaining raw materials in 1920. 
Although relief had been perceptible for so memonths past, the 
difficulties continued in consequence of economic measures in 
surrounding countries. The works in German Austria had again 
been set in operation. During the final months of 1920 the effecta 
of the general business crisis were also felt by the company. 
severe decline in prices had been produced through the stagnation 
in sales and the pressing offers made specially by the new works 
which were established during the war, and the price fall had not yet 
come to a standstill. Coming to consider the company's interests 
in France, the report states that the directors had succeeded in 
securing the removal of the sequestration of the works and in 
recovering the management, with the oo-operation of French 
friends. An order had also been obtained for the removal of the 
wartime requisition of the works installations and of indi- 
vidual mines, and the directors hoped to secure the execution of 
this decision at an early date. Including the balance forward, the 
accounts show net profits of 7,629,000 fr. as compared with 
8,821,000 fr. in 1919, and it is proposed to pay a dividend at the 
rate of 16 per cent. on share capital of 42,000,000 fr., as against 
18 per cent. on the same amount of capital in 1919 and 20 per cent. 
in each of the four precediag years. 


The Russian Electrical ladustry.—The official Soviet 
gasstte, Prarda, of Moscow, publishes some interesting figures 
regarding the electrotechnical industries in Russia. Acoording 
to this journal, the Erikson works turned out 10,000 pieces of 
telegraph apparatus in 1916; at present it is turning out only 250. 
The Russian Siemens-Schuckert works formerly supplied machinery 
to the extent fof 24,000 kW a year; at present it is scarcely 
6,000 kW. The cable works formerly used about 250,000 Russian 
poods of copper per year; the present use is only about 25,000 prods. 
The Russian branch of Siemens & Halske formerly supplied 7,500 
Morse instruments per year, while to-day the production has 
decreased to only 150 instruments. Measuring apparatus, radio- 
telegraphic apparatus and similar articles are not manufactured at 
all. The Soviet authorities are making great efforts to obtain the 
necessary workmen for the electrotechnical industries, for the 
telephone, as well as the telegraph, service is in a most deplorable 
condition. It is stated that the want of men is chiefly reaponsible 
for the conditions prevailing in the electrotechnical industries. 
In former times more than 30,000 hands were employed in these 
industries ; to-day there are scarcely 6,000. Formerly nearly 70 
per cent. of the workmen were skilled labourers ; at present hardly 
10 per cent. are skilled. The paper adds that in the district of 
Peterhof, where the large Putilow works are situated, the whole 
telegraph and telephone service is entirely out of order, and no 
communication is possible. On account of lack of material and skilled 
workmen no repair work can be nndertaken.— Electrical World. 


New York Electrical Show.—The New York Electrical 
Exposition will be held during the 10) days beginning September 
28th. Asin former years the show will display electrical equip- 


ment for the home, motor-driven machinery for industrial pur- 


poses, electrically-operated material-handling machinery and 
electric vehicles.— Reuter's Trade Service. 


Lamp-bulb Makers’ Propaganda.— Over 600 members of 
Parliament. each recently received a mysterious little package 
which looked as though it might contain a balated Easter egg ; in 
reality, each case contained a perfectly good electric lamp bulb 
male in England [not a complete lamp, but only the globe of 
fine glass], and they had been sent by the British Chemical Ware 
Manufacturers’ Association by way of proof that English manu- 
facturers and workmen were capable of producing that delicate glass 
work. The plea was for protection from the dumping of foreign 
bulbs at low prices made possible by the differenoe in money 
values in England and on the Continent. “This country 
uses up 1,000,000 electric lamps a week," said Mr. T. Lester Swain, 
the Secretary of the Association, to an Erening News representa- 
tive. “ Our factories, of which eight are still struggling on 
against the foreign competitor, can turn out, of course, not only 
the glass bulb, bat the complete lamp. All the Government pro- 
poses to do is to put a 334 per cent. duty on imported bulbs and 
lamps; but that, which is a provision of the Key Industries Bill, 


is not enough. If the English industry, which could give much 


more employment, is to be saved, we want prohibition of the foreign 
article, for a time at any rate, and now the manufacturers mean to 
take every means of reminding members of Parliament of what they 
regard as the Government's duty to an infant British industry." 


For Sale.—Todinorden Corporation Electricity Depart- 
ment wants offers for surplus generating plant, includiag two 
Belliss & Moroom compound engines, generators, two Lancashire 
boilers, superheaters, shovel stokers, piping, &c. Winchester Corpora- 
tion Electricity Department has for disposal one 225-kW d.c. Bellias- 
Mather & Platt generating set. See our advertisement pages to-day. 


The Swedish Jungner Accumulator.—The report of the 
Svenska Ackumulator A. B. Jungner states that an increased turn- 
over took place in 1920, notwithstanding the long strike at the 
beginning of the year. New markets for Nife accumulators had 
been found, among others, in connection with ship installations and 
wireless telegraphy, and the batteries were being increasingly used 
for electrio tranBport arrangements, and train lighting, for which 
large orders were reoeived, The company's English subsidiary had 
also worked successfully. Among others, contracts had been con- 
cluded for large annual deliveries of batteries for mining lamps. 
The Norwegian subsidiary had obtained orders for train lighting 
batteries for the Norwegian State Railways. The accounts show 
net profite and balance forward, amounting to 841,000 kr., and it 
is proposed to pay a dividend of 16 per cent. on the preference 
shares, and 8 per cent. on theordinary shares, this result comparing 
with 18 per cent, and 10 per cent. respectively in 1919. 


Census of Production Postponed.—In view of the urgent 
need for economy, the Government has decided not to proceed 
with the Census of Production, of which notice was given in the 
Order of the Board of Trade dated December 22nd, 1919. A 
census in 1923 in respect of the production during 1922 is in 
contemplation, and should this be decided upon, an Order under 
the Census of Production Acta will be laid before Parliament 
in the course of the current year.— Board of Trade Journal. 


Inquiry.—A correspondent asks for the name and 
is el of the manufacturers of Litho Premier" non-shock 
swi : 


LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES 


Barnsley.—PRoPoSED Mars ExtTensions.—The Elec- 
tricity Committee has recommended the Oorporation to seek 
sanction to a loan of £22,000 to defray the cost of mains 
extensions in the Huddersfield Road district. 


Belfast.— PROGRESS OF EXTENSIONS.—At a meeting of 
the City Council, the Electricity Committee was criticised for 
accepting a tender, in connection with the new power station 
buildings, which was considerably in excess of other tenders. 
The chairman of the Committee explained that the action was 
taken on grounds of expediency and urgency, and the minutes 
were adopted. It was also stated that a 6,000-kW generator had 
been installed, and only half the necessary boiler power had been 
provided. It was explained that the installation of a 12,000-kW 
generator was being expedited, and that the course taken with 
regard to temporary boiler power was the most economical. 


" Blackburm.—PRoPosgD ExTENSION or SuPPLY.—The 
Rural District Council has passed a resolution ME edo the 
request of prospective users of electricity in its area. The Corpora- 
tion proposes to obtain powers to extend its cable to various parts 
of the rural district to meet the demand. 


Carlisle,.—LoAN8.—The Town Council has received 
sanction to a loan of £6,300 for electric lighting work in con- 
nection with the housing scheme, and a loan of £9,705 for switch- 
gear, water circulating system, &o., has been applied for. It is 
proposed to install temporarily & 3,000-kW turbo-alternator at an 
estimated cost of £40,000, pending extensions of the works on a 
new site. 


Carmarthen,—INCREASED (CHARGES APPROVED.—The 
Carmarthen Electric Light Co., having applied to the Town Oouncil 
for higher publio lighting rates, a sub-committee was appointed to 
inspect the company's accounts. This committee reported to the 
Council on April 12th that it had compared the average cost of 
production for the three years 1912-14 with the cost for the three 
years 1918-20, and found there was an increase of about 70 per 
cent. It therefore recommended the Council to grant the company 
an inoreate of 70 per cent. over the original contract ; the recom- 
mendation was adopted. 


Chestor,—lwPoRTANT SoHEME.—Mr. S. E. Britton, the 
electrical engineer of the Chester Co tion, has prepared a 
report on the scheme for the utilisation of H.M. Factory at Queens- 
ferry for the supply of electricity. The full rated capacity of the 
apparatus installed at Chester is 2,170 KW, which, with one set in 
reserve, is capable of meeting a demand of 1,890 kW, provided that 
the batteries are maintained in a condition which will produce 
their rated capacity. At present there are additional demands 
waiting for a supply amounting to 400 kW. There are three 
methods of providing additional capacity :—(1) To complete 
negotiations with the War Office for a supply from H.M. Factory 
at Queensferry, where there is installed plant capable of generating 
5.500 kW ; (3) to obtain temporary oil-driven plant and install it at 
different parts of the city whero the demand for electricity is 
greatest ; (3) to install additional plant at the New Crane Street 
works. The Chester Electricity Committee has recommended the 
City Council :—(1) To authorise the Committee to effect an agree- 
ment with the War Department for a supply of electricity in bulk 
from the factory ; (2) that AD n be made to the Eleotricity 
Commissioners and the Ministry of Transport for the latter to 
install transformere at the factory, and to erect a transmission line 
from the factory to the New Crane Street Works at an estimated 
cost of £21,800; (3) that application be made to the Electricity 
Oommissioners for sanction to borrow £24,500 for providing oon- 
verting plant, sub-stations, and underground oables for the distri- 
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bution of electricity in Ohester; (4) that the Committee be 
authorised to (a) arrange terms and conditions with the Commis- 
sioners and the Ministry of Transport with regard to the provision 
and maintenanoe of the transformers and transmission line, and (^) 
to enter into contracta for purchasing the converting plant and 
cables, and for the erection of sub-stations and works. Another 
recommendation is to the effect that, in the event of the Ministry 

of Transport being unable to install the transformers and the trans- 
mission lines, application be made to borrow £21,800 for that 
purpose, and the Committee be authorised to enter into the ncces- 
sary contracts. 


Continental. Francr.—A far-reaching scheme, destined 
to effect 20 Départements, including that of the Seine, and as a con- 
sequence, Paris itself, is that associated with the recent visit of the 
President of the Republic, accompanied by the Minister of Public 
Works, to the site of the projected barrage on the Rhone at Génissiat, 
for a 200,000-h.p. electrical installation. Soundings are taking 
plaoe to ascertain if the subsoil possesses the necessary strength, &c., 
to bear the projected massive 120-metre high dam wall. Should 
the result be unsatisfactory, recourse will be had to another site, 
near Malpertius, where the outflow from Lake Leman passes. 

The Société Force et Lumière des Pyrénées has been granted a 
concession for the distribution of electricity in 17 communes of 
the Upper Pyrénées. 

Financial difficulties and the bad faith of Germany in the 
matter of reparation payments notwithstanding, the French 
Chamber, by a recent law, is doing its best to meet a pressing 
situation by authorising the erection by State departments of a 
high-pressure system of electricity supply in the devastated depart- 
ments in the North and East of France. The law is applicable to 
the whole of France, but, for urgent reasons, its principles are to 
be first applied in the regions ravaged by the German invasion. 
Generating stations are to be set up at the most favourable spote— 
waterfalls, mines, ironworks, &c. ; further, it is intended that all 
these stations shall be linked with one another, and with the 
various distribution centres, and that these works shall be carried 
out by the State or by private individuals, under the control of the 
State. The general scheme provides fora reduction of the number 
of generating stations, and an increaseof their productivity. Each 
working company or group of conceseionnaires will have to carry 
out the general plans on lines laid down by the Government, 
which will advance a part of the outlay whether for the repair of 
partly destroyed or newly erected stations and systems. The State 
undertakes to complete the new station of Hirson, partly built by 
the Germans, The transmission lines will run from Lille to Paris, 
and from near St. Dizier to Ohambley in Lorraine, having a total 
length of about 1,500 km. a 


Ealing.—DisposaL or Street Lamps.—The Town 
Council offers 22 arc lamp standards now in Uxbridge Road to any 
firm that will remove them and reinstate the pavement free of 
charge. The Council has also decided, with a view to economy, 
that atreet lamps shall not be lighted in Ealing, except in the main 
e during the summer months. About £650 will be saved.— 

meas. i 


Edinbargh.— House Licutinc.—The Housing Com- 
mittee of the Corporation has decided to adopt electricity as the 
illuminant in the houses in course of erection at Willowbrae. 

According to a statement made at a meeting of the electorate by 
the Convener of the Electricity Committee, the new electricity 
undertaking is expected to cost about £1,750,000. 

Objection has been made to the supply of electricity for 
lightıng and gas for cooking for the houses being erected 
by the Corporation, on the ground of the cost of installing 
both services. It has been found impracticable to light low- 
ceiling houses with gas. The question of the double service has 
arisen all over the country. Under the statutes, neither the gas 
nor the electricity department is under obligation to lay mains, 
and this is being pointed out to the Ministry of Health. 


. Glasgow.—NEw - SUR-STATIONS.—At a meeting of a 
special Sub-Committee of the Electricity Committee the manager 
reported that the property in Elliott Street for a sub station 
eculd be acquired for £12,000, and that the estimated cost of 
erecting a new sub-station on the giound in Lance field Street was 
£21,500, that the additional cost of laying cables to the site would 
be £5,000, and that, after making allowance for the cost of alter- 
ations and improvements on the property in Elliott Street, trere 
would be a saving of £7,000. The special Sub Committee, after 
carefully considering the proposed purchase, agreed to recommend 
that an offer of £12,000 be made for the property. 


Hove.— Loan.—The Electricity Commissioners having 
intimated that they are prepared to approve a loan of £7,600 for 
the provision of h p. mains between the North Road sub-station of 
the Brighton Corporation and the Hove station in Dav'gdor, 
formal sanction is being sought to the borrowing of this amount, 


India,— RESISTANCE TO RESERVOIR ScHEME.—In con- 
nection with the new Tata hydro-electrio tcheme near Poona, 
which includes the consti uction of a great reservoir for the supply 
of water power, there has been a strong movement of protest on 
the part of the inhabitants of the area which is to be submerged, 
and who will thus have to remove from their villages and farms. 
They are now offering passive resistance to the progress of the 
operations by lying on the ground where the labourers are working, 
with the result that conetructional work has practically been 
brought to a standstill.— Zteuter (Bombay). 


Liverpool, — Economy MEASURES. — On April 15th 
severe restrictions upon the use of electricity were put into foro. 
Its use in kinemas and other places of amusement is confined t 
the hours from 6.30 to 10.30 p.m. Electricity for power 
must only be used from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and from 10 pm, to 
6am, The tramway services are only run from 7 to 10 a.m, from 
noon to 2 p.m., and from 4 to 11 p.m. 


London.—St. MARYLEBONE.—The Electric Supply Com. 
mittee has decided to postpone the proposed transfer of the eastern 
district sub-station from Rathbone Place to a position nearer the 
centre of the load. Protective devices for two e.h.p. cables are to 
be installed at the existing sub-station at a cost of £81, 


Luddendenfoot.— House LIdHTNG.— The District Council 
has. considered terms proposed by the Sowerby Bridge District 
Council for a supply of gas for houses of the Warley Wood scheme, 
and as a result has decided that an estimate of the cost of elec 
tricity in place of gas be prepared. It was resolved also that when 
the Housing Commission approved the substitution of electricity 
for gas, application should be made to the Yorkshire Electric 
Power Co. to supply electricity for light and power at £3 pe 
house, plus 2d. per unit, for the 20 houses on the site until the 
Electrical Distribution of Yorkshire, Ltd., could supply on general 
supply terms. The Council decided to support the application of 
the Electrical Distribution of Yorkshire, Ltd., for an order to 
supply the Luddendenfoot area. 


Midlands.— ELECTRICITY SUPPLY.—At a meeting at 
Birmingham on April 14th of the Standing Committee of the Dis- 
trict Joint Industrial Council for the Electricity Supply Industry, 
representative of the employers and employós of various under 
takings throvghout Warwickshire, Staffordshire, Woroestershire, 
and Shropshire, it was made quite clear that the constituent 
parties would be called together vefore the electricity undertakings 
in the area would be affected by the action of the Triple Alliance 
— Morning Post. 


Monaghan.— ELECTRIC Light SCHEME ABANDONED— 
At the recent monthly meeting of the Urban Distriot Council 
various estimates of the cost of the proposed electric lighting 
scheme were oonsidered. It was stated that the expenditure 
would involve the imposition of a rate of 10d. in the £, andit vu 
decided, therefore, to take no further action in the matter. 


Newark.— OPPOSITION TO ScHEME.—Arising out of the 
Corporation’s proposal to proceed with an electricity scheme at an 
eatimated cost of £200,000, a number of firms, which hold that the 
present is an inopportune time for any avoidable expenditure, 
have intimated their refusal to take supplies on the terms quoted. 


New Zealand.— LAKE CoLERIDGE.— Referring to the 
diversion of the Harper River to augment the volume of water in 
Lake Coleridge, the Minister for Public Works recently stated in 
Christchurch that the work was being pushed on with all haste, 
The present intake at Lake Coleridge took in 110 cb. ft. per second, 
which was too heavy a drain on the resources of the lake in its 
present state. It was expected that the Harper diversion would be 
so far completed within a month as to allow the water to enter 
the lake. The extra volume of water thus obtained would be 
sufficient to deal with all immediate requirements made by the 
electrical system, and would also be instrumental in bringing the 
lake back to ite original level. There would be sufficient water 
to meet the demand to be made in connection with the installation 
of the new plant, through which another 4,000 h.p. would be ready 
tosupply to consumers by June. With a regular supply of water 
by the diversion, said the Minister, he was assured by the engineers 
that no further diversions would be necessary even when the 
system was developed to its ultimate capacity of 40,000 h.p— 
Auckland Weekly News. 


Rochester.—Grant TO Company.—The Town Council 
has decided to pay the sum of £400 to the Kent Electric Power 
Co. in respect of its contract for installing electrio lighting in 
High Street. The contract price was £570, but owing to the war 
the actual cost was £1,223, and the £400 granted is in respect of 
the loas of £653 on the work, 


Rotherham.— OPPOSITION TO ORDER.—At a meeting of 
the Electricity Committee, the Town Clerk reported that the Elec- 
trical Distribution of Yorkshi:e, Ltd., had made application to the 
Electricity Commission under the Electricity (Supply) Acts, 1882 to 
1919, for a special order empowering it to supply electricity in, 
amongst other areas, the Rotherham and Wortley Rural Districts. 
The Committee recommended that the Town Clerk be instructed to 
take the necessary steps to oppose, on behalf of the Corporation, 
the application made for this order. 


Runcorn.—Procres or New SrATION.—The Mersey 
Power Co. has made substantial progress with ite new power station 


. at Percival Lane, Runcorn, and it is expected that the energy 


be available in August next. It is further hoped that the trans- 
mission cables to Ellesmere Port will be completed, and power 
supplied there in June. The higher costs involved by the pa 
delays and the large extensions required to meet the growing 
demands will, it is stated, necessitate the raising of more cap! 
by the company in the near future. 


Sonth Molton.— P&oPosED WATER-POWER PLANT. —Tbe 
Town Council, on April 12th, discussed the possibility of utiiis ng 
water-power for generating electricity, Mr. Stewart, electrical 
engineer, of Barnstaple, said that the water at the Collar Factory 
would be sufficient for the greater part of the year, if it were used 
only for lighting the town; it would not be sufficient for the tov 
and the factory, 


. 
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Stretford.—Cost or ExTENsIONS.— At a meeting of the 
Electricity Oommittee, the olerk and consulting engineer reported 
upon an interview with the Electricity Commissioners relative to 
the Council's application for sanction to electrical extensions. 
Consequent upon the modifications which had been made in the 
estimated expenditure on new works, the approximate cost of the 
proposed extensions had been reduced to £157,000, details of whioh 
were explained by the consulting engineer. 


Sunderland.— LOAN.— The Town Council is applying to 
the Electricity Commissioners for sanction to borrow £20,000 for 
mains work, It is intended to expend at present £15,928 on alow- 
pressure network. 


Uraguay.—WatTER PowEkR.—The idea of utilising the 
Salto Grande waterfall for the generation of electrical power has 
been revived recently. It is estimated by technical experts that 
the power obtainable from this source would benefit more than 
half of the Republic.— Review of the Itiver Plate. 


Winchester.— Loans.—The Town Council has applied for 
the following loans :—Feeder and distribution cables, £3,500 ; 450 kW 
turbo-generating set, 8 11, 000: Olipel" remote control gear and 
switches for street lighting, £1,200; mains and services, £3,000 ; 
meters, £2,500. 


Woodstock. NRW Wonks.—The Electric Light Co. 
hascommenced the establishment of works at Hoggrove Hill, and 
it is hoped to have a supply of electricity available by October. 


Worthing.— Report Reyuirep.—The Electricity Com- 
mittee has asked the electrical engineer to report the capacity 
of, and the probable additional demands upon, the generating 
plant at the electricity works, and the desirability of installing 
new plant to meet the requirements of the undertaking in the 
future. 


Wrexham.— COLLIERY PLANT DESTROYED.— Damage 
estimated at £30,000 was caused by fire on the 18th inst. at 
Plas Power Colliery, near Wrexham, one of the largest in the 
North "Wales coalfields. The outbreak occurred in the power 
station, and the whole building and its contents were destroyed. 
This power station feeds two other collieries, and it will be 
several months before the three collieries can be got ready for 
work again. The outbreak is said to have been caused by a work- 
man dropping a lighted match into the well of the fly-wheel.— 
The Timex. 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Carlisle.— PROPOSED POSTPONEMENT OF TRACK REMOVAL. 
—Ata meeting of the Highways Committee it was reported that 
the Carlisle Electric Tramways Co. had written suggesting the 
postponement of the removal of the double track over Eden Bridge 
from its present position to the centre of the roadway, owing to 
the excessive cost of labour and materials, and in view of the 
coming decline. The Committee resolved that a reply should be 
sent requesting the company to commence the work not later than 
June next, on the assumption that it will be completed within 
three months from the date of commencement. 


Continental. ITALY.— The Italian Government has 


perfected plans for the electrification of 4,000 miles of the State 
Railways and certain of the privately-owned systems. The project 
will involve the outlay of 800,000,000 lire (nominally £32,000,000), 
and the time required to complete the undertaking is estimated at 
10 years. The construction will be taken in hand partly by the 
State Railway Administration, and partly by private firms under 
the immediate direction and supervision of the Ministry of Trans- 
portation. 

Before the whole plan could be adopted, many difficult technical 
questions had to be decided, and some variation of the accepted 
project may yet have to be considered. The first work will be the 
extension uf the three-phase 16-oycle system now in use on the 
lines already electrified. : 

Electric traction is giving results so satisfactory, particularly 
in the case of lines crossing the mountains, that the State Railways 
have trebled their traffic. 

Owing tothe wide variation in the voltage and frequency of 
the electricity produced in Italy, 46 per cent. of which is 42 cycles, 
and 41 per cent. 50 cycles, the State Railways, up to the present, 
have required the construction of special power plant to supply 
16-oycle power. In connection with the plans now adopted this 
policy will be discontinued, and provision made for the conversion 
of the available power to the required type. The present type of 
electric locomotive not being deemed entirely suitable for the 
purpose, special designs are being prepared for locomotives adapted 
to the two new systems with which experiments will be con- 
ducted. Already standard types of overhead equipment have been 
established, and it is intended to place all orders for such manu- 
factures with Italian firms wherever possible. Many firms which 
mean to tender have already extended their plant with a view to 
increasing their productive capacity. 

The consulting engineers of the State Railways are of opinio 
that, for the most part, the power required can be provided by the 
power plants already in existence or now in course of construction, 


It will be necessary to erect a few powerful hydro-electric stations 
and their coustruction will be undertaken by the State in certain 
localities in order to fill in gaps in the existing system, and to 
previde a suitable reserve. Competitive b'da will shortly be invited 
from private firms for other lines, in order that the maximum 
amount of progress may be made. The object of the Ministry of 
Public Works is to amalgamate the interests of the State-owned 
and privately-owned lines, so that a minimum electrification of 
500 km. of the lines in the kingdom shall be completed eaoh year. 
— Reuter's Trade Serrice (Milan). 

FRANCE,—The Municipal Council of Paris has ratified tho pro- 
posale of its Commission for the deferred taking over of the 
Compagnie du Métropolitain Railway. By the new arrangement 
the company becomes a simple manager, interested, however, to a 
certain extent iu the good results of the working, and the city 
undertakes the completion of the network and the payment of its 
bonds. The company is assured & net return of 11,500,000 fr. 
per year at the lowest, rising to upwards of 14,000,000 or 
15,000,000 fr., according to the forecasts of the traffic and of 
the lowering of the cost of coal, A sum of 26,000,000 fr. has been 
3 by the city to the company in settlement of the charges 
of the war. 


Darlington.—DEFICOIT.— Sir Charles Starmer reported on 
April 7th that the tramways revenue during the past 12 months 
showed an increase of £5,542, while the actual loss had been 
£3,156, as against an estimated loss of £2,000. The difference 
between the amounts was largely accounted for by extra track 
repairs costing £500, and a loss of £500 revenue, mainly due to 
unemployment. Unless something unforeseen occurred, he had 
every reason to hope that during the ensuing year the income 
would balance the expenditure. 


Durham.—CouNTY Couwcm's BILL RxjkOTED.— On 
April 1 4ththe Bill in which the Durham County Council seeks powers 
to construct tramways, Ko., was considered by the House of 
Commons. The opposition to the measure was so strong that the 
usual practice followed in the case of private Bills, j.e., a second 
reading and consideration by & Committce, was abandoned, and the 
matter was put to the vote. The motion for a second reading was 
rejected by & large majority. 


Glasgow.— RELIEF or TRAFFIC CONGESTION.—In a 
report recently presented to the Corporation, the general manager 
of the tramway undertaking (Mr. James Dalrymp!e) considers 
several proposals for relieving the present traffic congestion of the 
city. Overhead systems, such as those employed in the United 
States, are dismissed as too noisy and unsightly. The underground 
system is considered in & favourable light, but the employment of 
motor omnibuses on routes already served by tramcars is not 
thought suitable. The construction of an additional bridge and 
the carrying out of tramway schemes already sanctioned are 
recommended. 


Kelghley.— INCREASED RECEIPTS.— A report of the general 
manager for the year ended March 31st last shows that t he number 
of passengers carried on the tramways increased by 262,469, and 
the receipts by £1,232. On the trackless system the receipts rose 
by £1,027, and the number of passengers by 50,097. 


Leeds.— EXTENSION OF TiwE.—The Ministry of Trans- 
port has extended the time of the Leeds Corporation Act, 1914, for 
the completion of the tramway, until August, 1922. 


London.—AvuToMATIC Ticket MacHINES.—The Under- 
ground Co. has installed, as an experiment, an automatic ticket- 
delivering machine at the Leicester Square station. By means of 
this device, the issuing of tickets is expedited to & very large 
extent, and it is probable that the machine will be applied to other 
busy stations. 

L.O.C. TRAMWAY8 DEFICIT.—It is stated in a report presented 
to the London County Council by the Highways Committee that 
the approximate aggregate expenditure on the Council's tramways 
for the 12 months from April lst, 1920, to March 31st, 1921, was 
26,464,339, while the aggregate traffic receipts during the same 
period were only £1,791,567, leaving an approximate deficit during 
the 12 months of £669,682. After taking into account receipts 
from other sources, such as advertisementa, rents of lines worked 
under agreements, Xo., it is anticipated that this deficit will be 
reduced to about £540,484.— Morning Post. 

TRACK RENEWALS.—A portion of the Edgware Road tramway 
track at Hendon is to be reconstructed at a cost of £137,000.— 
Erening News, 


Northumberland.— Moror 'Busrs.—The Tyneside Tra:n- 
ways and Tramroads Co. has applied to the Minister of Transport 
for consent to the running of omnibuses in the County of 
Northumberland in extension of or in connection with the com- 
pany's tramways. 


Newcastle-on- Ty ue.— Motor 'BusEs.—The Corporation 
has applied to the Minister of Transport for consent to the running 
of motor-omnibuses. along certain routes outside the City and 
County of Newoastle-on-Tyne. 


Sunderland.— IMPROVEMENTS DEFERRED.— On account 
of the industrial disquietude, the Town Council has deferred a 
scheme to widen and improve Ryhope Road between Langham 
Tower and Villette Road, at a cost of £52,500, to which the 
Government waa to contribute 415,976 and the tramway under- 
taking over £12,000, 
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St. Helens.— TRACR REeNEWALS.—The Tramways Com- 
mittee has decided, with the approval of the Town Council, to 
carry out the work of relaying 2 miles of the St. Helens junction 
tramway track by contract or direct labour, and instructions have 
been given to the borough engineer to obtain alternative tenders 
for carrying out the work:—(a) By taking on a proportion of 
the unemployed men from the labour exchange in accordance 
with the conditions laid down by the Unemployment Grants 
Committee; (0) Without any restrictions as to taking on un- 
employed men. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. : 


U.S.A. —PocKET WIRELESS APPARATUS.—Every police- 
man in Chicago is to be equippel with wireless telephone apparatus 
so small and light that it can be carried concealed in the tunio, 
says The Times. By means of it the officer will be able to com- 


municate direct with police stations, fire-patrol boats, and fire 
Stations. 


Cable Laying by Aeroplane.—A 6-mile stretch of land 
telegraph cable was laid and put into service in eight minutes by 
an aeroplane that came from its station 40 miles away in Sweden 
recently. Of the eight minutes, six wera spent in flight and the 
other two in making connections. Great possibilities, both 
military and commeroial, are seen by air service officers in this 
new enterprise. Equipment of planes for cable laying is simple 
and inexpensive. The cable is unreeled from the machine in flight 
with a flag marker at the end to guide signalmen on the ground to 
it. When over the point at the other end of the stretch of ground 
to be covered, the wire is cut from the reel and the free end 
weighted, marked, and dropped. The men below merely have to 
pick it up and connect it to begin talking with the forces at the 
other end.— 7. 4 7. Age. 


Holiand.—New TELEPHONE CABLE.—It is hoped to 
lay, in the near future, a telephone cable between England and 
Holland. 

WIRELESS TELEPHONY.—An arrangement was recently come to 
between the Nederlandsche Seintoestellen Fabriek, a Dutch wireless 
company in which the Marconi Oo. has a considerable interest, by 
which, over an experimental period of three months, Stoak Exchange 
prices were reported by wireless telephony to a large number of 
banks throughout Holland. The experiment ended a few days 
ago, after having proved completely successful. The British and 
Datoh Governments have granted a licence to the Marconi Co. 
to experiment with wireless telephony between the two countries. 
A station for the purpose has been erected in this country, but the 
station on the Dutch side is not yet constructed. The Marconi Co. 
is also constructing experimental wireless telephone stations to 
operate between London and Birmingham, and believes that 
communication can be rendered free from interruption and 
"tapping," and that the ordinary apparatus used by every tele- 
phone subscriber will he able to be utilised to communicate with 
the local wireless telephone stations, and that connection for the 
„ wireless telephone messages may be thus obtained. — 
The Times. | 


Jersey.— WIRELESS COMMUNICATION. — Strong repre- 
sentations, says the Daily Telegraph, are being made to the 
proper quarter with a view to a wireless station being estab- 
lished in Jersey. The station has been dismantled, and at present 
the island is cut off from the outer world when the General Post 
Office is closed. i 


Press Cable Rates to Canmada.—The Empire Press 
Union Circular announces that the Newspaper Proprietora' Asso- 
ciation and the Newspaper Society have been invited to participate 
with the Union in a deputation to Mr. Winston Churchill on the 
subject of Press cable rates to Canada, According to The Times, at 
the present time a great deal of the cabled news from England 
reaches the Canadian Press ria the United States, owing to the low 
charges of American news syndicates. The deputation will seek 
to obtain asa remedy for the present situation lower Press rates 
and a better service between England and Canada. 


The Telephone Service.— During the Bedford by-election 
activity in the rural area of the constituency, the villagers seized 
the opportunity of the Postmaster-General’s visit to press upon him 
the necessity for extending telephone facilities in rural areas by 
making village telegraph offices and telephone call officesas well. Mr. 
Kellaway said that he had no idea that the desire for these facilities 
was so keen. He undertook, if he was returned, to give immediate 
attention to the subject of village telephones, and if it could be 
shown to bs economically poseible, he would introduce them. 
Mr. Kellaway declared that the Post Office must be made self- 
supporting. 

Mr. Pike Pease, Assistant Postmaster-General, in answer to a 
questicn in Parliament, said, on Tuesday, that satisfactory speech 
was obtained with Berlin (over 800 miles) before the war in the 
course of experiments. The moat distant point with which com- 
munication was now obtainable was Marseilles (720 miles). 
Regular connection could be obtained by London telephone sub- 
Scribers with Paris and Brussels, and when sufficient land-lines 
were available in France a similar service would be available with 
Switzerland. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The date given in parentheses at the end of the paragraph indicates 
the issue of the ELEOTRIOAL REVIEW in which the “ Official 
Notice" appeared.) 


OPEN. 


Argentina.—June 18th. The Department of Overseas 
Trade has been informed by telegram that the Department of 
Sanitary Works is calling for tenders for the supply and erection 
of electric-power batteries and lighting plant at Mar del Plata. 
Local represention is essential. When a copy of the ation 
is received by the Department of Overseas Trade it will be made 
available for consultation. 


.— MELBOURNE.—Postmaster-General’s Depart- 
ment, May 31st. Telephone switchboards (Schedule No. 1,670).* 

Postmaster-General’s Department, May 31st. Supply and 
delivery to several States of manual telegraph transmitting devices 
(Schedule No. 1,680). (April 8th.) 

May 31st. P.M.G. 29,500 porous ocells, No. 1 size to specifica- 
tion (Schedule No. 1,685) ; 20} tons ammonium chloride (Schedule 
No. 1,683).* - 

May 31st. Victorian Electricity Commissioners. Morwell power 
scheme : Street poles (Specification No. 47) ; copper cable (Specifi- 
cation No. 66). (April 15th.) . 

June 15th. Victorian Government Railways. 50 oil-immersed 
single-phase track and signal transformers for power signalling 
(Contract No. 33,901). Tenders to Victorian Railway Commissioners, 
Spancer Street, Melbourne, accompanied by a preliminary deposit 
of 4 per cent. of the total amount of the offer. Local representa- 
tion is essential. Specification may be consulted by British firms 
at the Department of Overseas Trade in London (Room 59). 

June 22nd. One electri lifting magnet (capacity 1 ton), one 
440-V motor generator. 

Jane 29th. Supply of 1-ton platform type industrial storage 
battery trucks, also battery charging equipment. Reuters Trade 
Service (Melbourne). 

August 10th. 250 ocore-type impedance bonds for power 
signalling, with a capacity of 1,000 amperes per rail; also 50 
miles of solid insulated copper wire, No. 14, Brown & Sharpe gauge, 
and 60 miles of solid insulated copper wire, 16 standard gauge. 

August 17th. 3,000 sets of renewals for caustic sola primary 
cells.—Reuter's Trade Service (Melbourne). 

August 30th. Board of Works. Four electrical centrifugal 
pumps, each with a capacity of twelve milion gallons daily.— 
Reuter's Trade Service (Melbourne). 

PERTH.—May 25th.  Postmaster-General'e Department. 
work, as par Schedule 701. (Sve this issue.) 


Belgium.— May 27th. The Service d'Etudes et de 
Controle des Applications de 1’Electricité, 52, Boulevard du Regent, 
Brussels. For the supply and installation of ten electrically- 
operated capstans in connection with the locks on the Upper 
Scheldt. 

April 28th. Municipal authorities of Beint-Gilles-lez-Bruxelles. 
Cooling plaut for the electricity generating station. Specification 
from the Service de l'Electricitó, R 40, Rue de Bethléem, Balint- 
Gilles, near Brussels. Tenders to the College Communale. 

BRUSSELS.—May 11th. Belgian Post and Telegraph authorities 
at La Salle de la Madeleine, Brussels. Supply of a quantity of 
telegraphic and telephonic apparatus, including 600 Morse 
manipulators and 250 milli-amperemeters. 


Buenos Alres.—June 8rd. Board of Sanitary Works. 
Supply and erection of the plant and accessories for a new generating 
station, previous tenders having been called for in 1919 and 1920. 
The plant comprises three four-cycle Diesel engines of 375-h. p., 
and adapted to run on orude petroleum from Oomodoro Rivadavia, 
and three three-phase alternators, each of 250-kW, 2,200 volta 
between phases, 50 cycles and a power factor of 8.“ 


Iron- 


Faruworth.—April 28th. Electric wiring of 20 houses, 
for Urban District Council. Specifications, &c., from Mr. W. J. 
Lomax, 11, Fold Street, Bolton. Deposit, £2 2s. (returnable), 


Fiji Islands.—The municipality of Suva invites tenders, 
closing June 30th, for the supply and erection of & 200-kW, 
480/520-V, three-wire, d.c. generator, directly coupled to a 300-h.p. 
vertical Diesel oil engine, together with accessories for generator 
and panel.—Reuter's Trade Ssrvice (Melbourne). 


Ipswich.— Electricity Supply Department. One 500-kW 
rotary converter or motor converter. (April 15th.) 


Jugo-Slavla.— May 1st. The Serb, Croat, and Slovene 
Ministry of Public Works. Erection of a power-station, main 
conductors and transforming stations in connection with an 
electrical scheme at Kostolac for the supply of energy to Belgrade, 
Semlin, &c.* 

Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation at Belgrade has 
received an inquiry from a local contractor in regard to plant, 
&c., required for the electric lighting of a town in Serbia. 
The inquirer wants offers from United Kingdom firms for two 
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40-kW dynamos and 50 km. of overhead cable, &c., for the supply of 
current to about 1,200 houses. The Serb-Croat-Slovene State is 
one of the countries to which the Export Credit Scheme applies. 
The name and address of the inquirer may be obtained on applica- 
tion to the Department of Overseas Trade in London. 


Kearsley.—April 23rd. Electric wiring of 20 houses, 
for Urban District Council. Specification, &c., from Mr. W. J. 
Lomax, 11, Fold Street, Bolton. Deposit, £2 2s. (returnable). 


London.—FULHAu.— May 4th. Electricity Department. 
Two Green economisers or other approved make of 400 and 410- 
tube capacity respectively. (See this issue.) 


Manchester.—May 2nd. Electricity Committee. Three 
steam turbine-driven boiler feed pumps. (April 15th.) 


New Zealand.—June 28th. Public Works Department. 
Tea s.p. oil-filled transformers for the conversion of three-phase 
curreat at 50 cycles, the voltage ratio being 50,000/11,000, for 
Waikato power scheme. Tenders must be accompanied by a dep sit 
of £100, and sent to the Secretary, Public Works, Tenders Board, 
Government Buildings, Wellington. Specifications may be seen at 
the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street (Room 59), 
Westminster, S. W. I. 

June 28th. Supply and delivery at Lyttelton of two 50-kVA, 
two 100-k VA and two 200-k VA condensers in connection with the 
Lake Coleridge electric power supply (Section 116). Tenders to 
Secretary, Publio Works Tender Board, Government Buildings, 
Wellington. Deposit, £50. Specifications, &c., may be seen at the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Room 59) in London. 


Sonth Africa, —PRETORIA.—May 10th. Municipality. 
Switchgear. Tenders, marked ‘Electric Light and Power 
Department, 1920 Extensions, Contract No. 5," to Deputy 
Town Olerk, Municipal Offices, Pretoria. Deposit, five guineas. 
Further particulars may be obtained from the general manager of 
the Electric Light and Power Department, or from the consulting 
engineer, Mr. G. M. Clark, 40-42, Meischkel's Buildings, Johan- 
nesburg. 


St. Aune's- on - Sea. — Electricity Department. 
natural draught cooling tower. (April 15th.) 


St. Helens.—May 1st. Electricity Department. Oned.c., 
3-wire, distribating switchboard, complete with supporting steel- 
work. (April 8th.) 


One 


Swinton.—April 30th. Electric wiring of $0 houses on 
Temp e Lodge estate, Manchester Road, for Swinton and Pendlebury 
Urban District Council. Specifications from J. Kuight, architect, 
Haworth's Buildings, 5, Croes Street, Manchester. 


* A copy of the specification, &c., can be consulted at the Depart- 
went of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, S. W. I. 


CLOSED. 


Aberdare.—At last week's meeting of the District 
Council it was reported that three tenders had been received for 
service cable, one from a Danish firm for £151, one from a German 
house for £179, and another for 4231 from an English manufac- 
turer, Oae member moved that the Danieh tender be accepted, 
and Mr. E. Stonelake, in secondiog, said they should have no 
qualms of conscience in accepting the lowest tender owing to the 
"ring " among English manufacturers. Another member suggested 
putting off the work for a month in order to see whether a fall in 
prices occurred which would allow them to p'ace the order with 
the English firm; but the Electricity Manager (Mr. Abraham) 
said a postponement of the order might interfere with the connec- 
tions owing to a shortage of cable. An amendment for the post- 
ponement of the order was defeated, and the Council decidei to 
accept the Danish tender. 


Australia, — MELBOURNE. — The Victorian Railways 
Department has rejeeted the tenders received for the supply of au 
electrical furnace at the Newport workshops, owing to fa'ling 
prices. The department will shortly again invite tenders, closing 
in September. The cost is now estimated at, £50,000. Particulars 
can be obtained from the Agent-General.— Reuters Trade Service 
(Melbourne). 


Bradford.—At a meeting of the City Council, Alderman 
M. Conway moved the reference back to the Tramways Committee 
of a minute in respect of the placing of a contract with the Anglo- 
Belgian Improvements Corporation. Ltd., for a hundred steel 
tramway tires. Alderman E. Prieatley (Chairman of the Tram- 
ways Committee) replied that the Belgian quotation was nearly 
50 per cent. below that of any English tender, and the Committee 
had decided, upon reconsideration, to let the tender to the Belgian 
undertaking. Alderman Conway contended that this wa: a matter 
on which further information ought to be given. and fresh tenders 
ought to have been invited. The &mendment referring the minute 
back. was carried. 


Edinburgh.—Corporation. Accepted :— à 


Electrical fittings for the Corporation houses at Abercorn, 43. 406.— 
Cole & Co, 


Junior Institutioe of Engineers.—Friday, April 29th. 


London. — L. O. C. Stores and Contracts Committee. 
Tenders accepted during the three montbs ended March 31st, 1921 :— 

Electric traction lamps for the Tramways Department (Schedule 
No. 178). 14 firms invited to tender. 


British Union Lamp Works (estimated value, £966), 
English Electric and Siemens Supplies, Ltd. (estimated value, £8,503). 
Stella Lamp Co., Ltd. (estimated value, £131). 


Highways Committee. L.p. cables in connection with the oon: 
struction and reconstruction of the tramways from West India 
Docks to Mare Street :— 


Western Electr.c Co., Ltd. .. gs us .. £3,767 
W. T. Henley's Telegrapp Works Co., Ltc. - B. 888 
Johnson & Phillips, Ltd. .. ps "" 22 3,920 
Callepder's Cable & Construction Co., Ltée. 8,9 8 
Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. " e 8,947 
British Insulated & Helsby Cables, Ltd. 8,975 
Union Cable Co., Ltd. - oa 4,011 


W. T. Giover & Co., Ltd. oe 


HAMMERSMITH. — Borough Council. 
Recommended :— 


Eush vee 3 coal conveycr, 41, 679. W. & D. Conveyor Engineering 

o., Ltd. 

Electric crane, £2,100. —New Conveyor Co., Ltd. 

6,000 yd. 8-core e. h. p. cable, 41, 458; 500 yd. 6-core do., £256.—W estern 
Electrio Co., Ltd. 

24-in. centrifugal oil pump, £50.—Gwynne's Engineering Co., Ltd. 

21 new celis fo: the storage battery, £151; removing 91 cells to the new 
position, £180; 91 extra glass boxes for the existiog cells, £158.— 
Premier A: cumulator Co, Ltd. 

Two auto-transformers in connection with the linking-up scheme, £650.— 
Hackbridge Electric Construction Co., Ltd. 

Mechanical soot-blower, £210 —Diamond Blower Co., Ltd. 

4(0 yd. single-way conduit in connection with the extension of the main 
from Church Wharf, Chiswick, to the Chiswick E.S. Corporation's 
generating station, £86.—Sankey & Co., Ltd. 


Sanderland.— Corporation. Accepted :— 


Pirelli-General Cable Works, Ltd.—Armoured low-pressure feeder cable, 
unarmoured low-pressure feeder.cable, twin unarmoured low-pressure 
network cable. 

General &lectr.c Co.—Two low-pressure feeder panels. 

British Insd. & Helsby Cables, Ltd.— Iwo-feeder pillars, 

Doulton & Co., Ltd.—Stoneware ducts. 

Ferranti, Ltd. 64 d.c. meters, 350 a.c. meters. 

C. H. Johnson & Sons, Ltd. -Band conveyor. 

Babcock & Wilcox.— Parts for coal conveyor. 

A. E. G. Co.—Nozz!e plate for turbine. 


e... 4,085 
Electricity Committee. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Edinburgh Electrical Society.—Friday, April 22nd. At the Philosophical 
Institute. At 8 p.m. Open night. 


Physical Society of London. Friday, April 22nd. At the Imperial College 
of Science, South Ken, ington, S. W. At 6 p.m. Ord nary meeting. 


Royal Institution of Great Britain.— Friday, April 22nd. At Albemarle 
Street, W. At 9 p.m. Lecture on *' Electro-BSynthesis in Organic Chemis- 
try," by Bit James Walker, F. R. 8. 

Thursday, April 38th. At Albemarle Street. W. At 8 p.m. Lecture 
on Nationalisation and Bureaucracy,” by Mr. H. 8. Fox well. 


Technica: inspection Association.— Friday, April 92nd. At the Royal 
Bociety of Arts, John Street, Adelphi, W.C. At 7.90 p.m. Lecture on 
* The Physical Properties of Clay,“ vy Mr. A. S. E. Ackerman. 


Electrical Power Engineers’ Association.— Lectures on ' The Work, Aims 
and Scope of Association,“ will be given at Sheffield (the Royal Victoria 
Stati n Hot, on April 28rd, at 7 p.m.; at Middlesbrough (Literary and 
Philosophic Institute, on April dth, at 7 p.m.; and on Saturday, 
May "ith, at Maidstone. 


Electrical Trades Benevolent Institutlon.— Monday,. April 25th. At the 
Offices of the Cable Makers’ Association, Sardinia House, Sardinia Street, 
W.C.2. At 2.90 p.m. Annual general meeting. 


illuminating Engineering Society.— Tuesday, April 26th. At the Royal 
Society of Acts, Jobn Street, Adelphi, W.C. At 8 p.m. Discussion on 
" Ship-Lightiog, in relation to Comfort, Safety and Efficiency." To be 
opened by Mr. W. J. Jones. i 


Institute of Physics.— Wednesday, April 37th.—At the Institution of Civil 
Engineers, Great George Street, S.W. At 6 p.m. Public inaugural 
meeting. Address by Sir J. J. Thomson, O.M. 


Institution of Railway Signal Eagineers (Incorp.).— Wednesday, April 27th. 
At the Midland Grand Hotel, St. Pancras. At 6 p m. Paper ou Magne ic 
Storms: Their Kflects upon Railway Signal and Telegraph Apparatus,” 
by Mr. W. J. Thorrowgood. 


Manchester Wireless Society.— Wednesday, April 27th. 
Hotel, Piccadilly. At 7.90 p.m. Ordinary general meeting. 


institution of Electrical Engineers.— Thursday, April 28th. At the Institu- 
tution of Civil Engineers, Great George Street, S.W. At6 p.m. Discus- 
sion on *''Tariffs." Papers on “Electricity Supply—Present Conditions 
and the Hopkinson Principles,“ by Mr. J. K. Blaikie; and on '* Multi-part 
Tariffs for Domestic Electricity Suppiy," by Mr. J. W. Beauchamp. 
Informal Meeting.— Monday. April 25th. At the Institute of Patent 
Agents, Staple Inn Buildings. At7 p.m. Discussion on Engineering in 
Russia," ‘Lo be opened by Mr. C. L. Lipman. 


Students’ Section.—Friday, April 22nd. At Finsbury Technical Col- 
lege, Leonard Street, E.C. At 6.80 p.m. Paper on '' Searchiights as used 
for Coast Defence," by Mr. R. C. Hawkins. 

Friday, April 29th. At the City and Guilds Ergineering College, 
South Kensington. At 6.30 p.m. Annual general meeting. Paper on 
** Radio-Tetegraphic Transmitting Apparatus,“ by Mr. A. C. Warren. 

Liverpool Sub-Centre. — Monday, April 25th. At the Liverpool 
University. At 7 p.m. Aunual general mee:ing and smok'ng concert. 

North-Eastern Centre.—Monday, April 25th. At the Armstrong Col- 
lege, Newcas'le-on-Tyne. At 7.15 p.m. Ordinary meeting. 

North-Midlaad Centre.—Tuesday, April 26th. At the Hotel Metro- 
pole, Leeds. At 7 pn. Annual general meeting. 

South-Midland Centre. — Wednesday, April 27th. At the Univer- 
sitv, Birmingham. At 7 pm. Annual general meeting. Paper on 
„% Magnetos for Ignition Purposes in Internal-Combustion Eagines,“ by 
Mr. E. A. Watson. 

Scottish Centre. - Friday, April 22th. At Dundee. Ordinary meeting. 
At Caxton Hall. 


Westminster, S.W. At 8 p.m. Lecturette, ' Rambling Remarks on 
Expert Evidence," by Mr. W. A. Tookey. 


At the Albion 
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NOTES. 
Patent Office Appolntments.— The Civil Service Com- 


missioners announce that an open competitive examination for not 
fewer than 20 aituations ae assistant examiner in the Patent Office, 
Depertment of the Board of Trade, will be held in London in July 
next, commenciog on the 12th of that month. Limits of age: 
20 and 25, with extension for service in H.M. Forces, Regulations 
and forms of application will be sent in response to requesta by 
letter addressed to the Secretary, Civil Service Commission, 
Burlington Gardens, London, W. 1, on and after April 25th. 


The Second Simplon Tuanel.—By the end of March, 
10,369 metres on the southern, and 9,072 metres on the northern 
side of the second Simplon tunnel had been bored; this is 981 per 
cent, of the total length. It is now 10 years since it was decided 
to bore a second Simplon tunnel, and the work was undertaken by 
Switzerland in the following year. Tho first tunnel was begun in 
1898, and opened for traffic in 1906.— The Times. 


Radium in Bulk ! —7Ae Times states that President and 
Mrs. Harding will receive Mme. Curie in the White House on May 
20th and present her with a gramme of radium value at $100,000 
on behalf of American women. 


An Audience of 250,000.— The Transmitler, which is the 
house organ of the Cheeapeake and Potomac Te'ephone Co. and associ- 
ated compauies, recently gave a graphic description of the scenes at 
the Presidential installation at Washington on March 4th. By 
means of the Bell loud-speaking system a vast assembly of people, 
estimated at 250,000, was able to listen to the inaugural speech of 
Mr. Harding, and it is stated that fully 125,000 could hear every 
word distinctly. The great Plaza which the Capitol faces was 
crowded to its limits, the participants in the ceremonies being 
grouped upon a specially erected stand in the roof of which horns 
were fitted in concealed positions. The whole of the electrical 
equipment of the system was placed under the stepe of the Capitol ; 
transmitters on the stand picked up the tones of the speaker, and 
the vibrations set up were transmitted to the control-room, where 


eight successive stages of vazuum tube amplifiers magnified the 
energy, and the amplifled vibrations were sent out in voice form from 
the trumpets at the top of the stand. The adjustment of these 
horns to secure uniform distribution occupied a great deal of time, 
but the resulta given were eminently satisfactory. People at a 
distance of 1,200 ft. heard the speech distinctly, and it is said 
that those near the stand could distinguish no variance between 
the President's natural voice and the amplified tones. Some idea 
of the meaning of the achievement may be gathered from the 
acoompanying plan. 

The Chesapeake Co. was congratulated by the chairman of the 
Joint Cor gressional Inaugural Committee upon the excellent resulta 
obtained. 


Guaranteed Wirlng In the Unlted States.—In accord 
with new regulations adopted by the Maryland State Board of 
Electrical Examiners and Supervisors, all master electricians in the 
State who install electrical work of any kind must give a bond 
of $1,000. This is to ensure absolute responsibility for defective 
wiring. Under the new provision, any person who discovers 
within a year after the complet/on of an installation that such 
wiring was defective can appeal to the Board for damages.— 
Electrical World. 


Educational. FA RAP Y House ENTRANCE SCHOLAR- 
SHIPS.—As a result of the Entrance Scholarship Examination, held 
at Faraday House on April 12th, 13th and lith, the following 
awards have been made :— 

To H. G. Spencer, Erith County School. the Maxwell Scholar- 
ship of 50 guineas per annum, tenable for one year in college and 
one year in works. 

To E. F. Smitb, Emanuel School, an exhibition of 30 guineas, 
tenable for one year in college and one year in works. 

To E. W. M. Scott, Oundle Schoo!, an exhibition of 20 guineas, 
tenable for one year in college and one year in works. 

To W. A. Bennett, Mundella Secondary School, an entranoe prize 
of 30 guineas, 


The " Motor Effect" in the Ajax-Wyatt Furnace.— 
Dr. E. F. Northrup, of Princetown University, discusses the nature 
and explanation of the above effect in the Journal of the Franklin 
Institute. He first develops a formula for caloulating the 
mechanical forces which arise by the interaction of a triangular 
circuit carrying a current upon any short section of the cirouit. 
Numerical results are tabulated, and the values of the forces are 
given in the form of a chart. Formule are next derived for calcu- 
lating the internal preesure-forces in a thin strip of conductor, and 
numerical results are again tabulated, and a curve giving the 
pressure as a function of the distauoe from the axis of the strip is 
appended. The third section of the paper sets out the n-cessary 
assumptions which were made in the calculations, and the last 
section explains the meaning and exactly defines the motor-effect. 
It is shown also that such an ¢ ffect actually exists, and assumes 
considerable importance, in the Ajax-Wyatt furnace.” A chart 
shows the magnitude of the forces which produce the motor-e ffect, 
and a new experiment is referred to which conclusively prov: d 
that the motor-effect not only exists, but may be manifested apart 
from, and independent of, any internal pressure-effect. The effect 
of the mutual attractions of current elements in prcducing fluid 
motion are generally considered, and the internal pressure eff: ot 
is defined. The important conclusion is reached that the Ajar- 
Wyatt furnace secures both the internal pressure-effect and the 
motor-effect in an advantageous way for obtaining practical results. 
It is further pointed out that the securing of these two effects at 
widely-separated sections of the conductor is a valuable and, as far 
the author knows, a novel result in furnace construction of the 
induction type. 


Accidents.— On April 12th, John Hay, an electrician at the 
Corporation electricity works, Aberdeen, was working in a cable pit 
at the rear of a high pressure switchboard, when, owing to lis 
coming into contact with a "live" part or to the fusing of 
a wire, he received severe burns on his face and arms. He was 
removed to the infirmary. 

A sub-section attendant of the Sunderland Corporation, George 
Cowling, was attending to some plant at the Sunderland Ship- 
building Co.'s yard, when he received an electric shock which 
rendered him unoonscious. 


Grants Towards Agricultural Appilances.— The French 
Journal (Officiel of April lst contains a decree of the Ministry 
of Agriculture stating the conditions on which subsidies may be 
granted to French farmers for the purchase of electrically- 
operated agricultural machinery, &c. When made in France, 25 per 
cent. of the cost of such machinery will be granted ; but if the articles 
are imported from abroad only 10 per cent. will be aivanoed. 


Fatalities,— While playing at Bargoed, Glamorgan, on 
Tuesday evening last. & youth named Evan Jones was seriously 
injured ir, it is alleged, attempting to slide along the overhead 
transmission wires carrying electricity to the Powell Duffryn 
Colliery. thereby receiving a shock at 10.000 volts. When the 
lad was picked up it was found that one of his legs up to the knee 
and some of his fingers had been burnt away. He died the same 
night in hospital. 


Appointments Vacant.—Two cable jointers for the 
Eocles Corporation electricity works; mains assistant (8293) for 
the Doncaster Oorporation electricity department; research 
physicist in the Admiralty Department of Scientific Research and 
Experiment (£250 + war bonus); junior charge engineer. for the 
Coventry Corporation E:ectricity Department. See our advertise- 
ment colamns to-day. 


The Engineers’ Cinb for London.— Without the aid of 
Aladdin's lamp—or to be up to date, shall we say, " Alf's Button 
—it is impossible to bring an engineers’ club into existenoe in the 
twinkiog of an eye. Hence the eager supporters of the scheme must 
curb their impatience for a little while. and give the organisers 
a chance to lay the foundations well and truly, so that 
the superstructure may be perfect in ite parts and honourable to 
the builder. l 

The Executive Committee is by no means idle; it has a big task 
in hand, but is hopeful of finding temporary &»commodation, at 
any rate, which will enable the club to come into residence this 
summer, and the rules, &c., are being drafted in readiness for sub- 
mission to a general meeting. Sinoe the proposed conditions of 
membership were circulated, over 1,000 firm applications have b en 
received, including many from engineers abroad and in the British 
Dominions. Those engineers who intend eventually to join, bat 
have not yet communicated with the hon. seoretary (Mr. Ed. L 
Hill, 39, St. James's Street, S. W. 1), are invited to do so at once: 
the greater the number of prospective members, the easier will it 
be to secure suitable premises. 


Electric Vehicle Charging and Garaglug Facilities.— 
An alteration in the City of Birmingham Electric Supply 
Department's rates for electric vehicle charging and garaging 
has been made and will take effect as from Ju'y let next:— 
In the Department's Depóts, subject to accommodation being 
available from time to time, garaging charges per vehicle 
will be as follows :—(a) 4s. per day; 208. per week (six or seven 
days); 2a. per visit during day time for boosting purposes. (4) The 
rate for electricity will be 2d. per unit metered into the consumers 
batteries. Consumers are reminded that vehicles are charged snd 
garaged by the Department at owners’ riek, and should be pro 
tected by insuranoe or otherwise, accordingly. For vehicles 
on consumers’ premises, provided arrangements are made fot 
separately metered cirouits, the rate of charge will be 14d. per unit 
metered on the supply mains side of consumers’ apparatus, 
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The Use of Electricity in the United States.—A recent 
issue of Power gives some statistica from a report of the 
Geological Survey, which give some idea of the magnitude of 
the electricity supply industry in the United States. The fizures 
are gathered from repors for the year 1920 of about 3,000 undertak- 
ings with a capacity of 100 KW or more. 

The mean daily output of electricity for each month of the 
year ranged from 115,600,000 kWh for May to 124,700,000 for 
January, and for the year, 120,000,000. The proportion of this 
output resulting from water power varied from 33 per cent. in 
January to 42 per cent. in May. The year's total production was 
43,900,000,000 kWh, of which 374 per cent. was from water 
power; this ratio was practically the same in 1919. 

The year's production of 43,900,000,000 kWh was 12'9 per cent. 
greater than that of 1919. The amounts of coal, fuel oil, and eas 
used to produce this electricity, however, increased 6'0, 18'4, 
and 13:6 per cent. respectively. This disproportionate increase 
in the consumption of fuel oil has a significant bearing on the 
question of the diminishing oil supply. 

If the fuel oil, gas, and wood consumed in generating electricity 
were oonverted to equivalent coal, the coal consumption in 1919 
would have been 38,600,000 tons, and in 1920 it would have been 
41.200,000 tons—an increase of 7 percent. The increase in the 
production of electricity for the same period was 12.9 for cent., 
which indicated & gain of efficienoy in the consumption of fuels 


during 1920. On the basis of equivalent coal coal consumed for 


each of the two years, a kilowatt-hour of electricity was produced 
in public- utility plants in 1919 by 3°17 lb. of coal and in 1920 by 
3°01 lb. These figures show a gain in economy of fuel consumption 
of 5 per cent., or a saving of about 2,000,000 tons of coal in 
the production of electricity in 1920 as compared with the rate of 
fuel consumption per kilowatt-hour in 1919. 


Slate and Profiteering Act.— On April 11th, his Honour 
Jadge Snagge, at the County of London App»al Tribunal, h2ard 
the appeal of J. J. Greenwool (trading as John Williams & Co.), 
slate manufacturers, against a decision of the Bermondsey Profiteer- 
ing Committee. The original case was brought against appellant 
by the National Telewritsr Co., Ltd., who complained th st they had 
been ch irged £10 63. 31. for 25 pieces of slate. The Profiteering 
Committee held that the reasonable price of the material was 
£2 16s. 3d ., ordered a refund of ths balance, and decided to prose- 
outs the present appellant. Counsel for app.llant said that the 
slate did not come under the heading Building Materials" included 
in the Profiteering Act, as the miterial was used for e'ectrical 
purpo.es. His Honour Judge Snagge agreed with this presentation 
of the case and a'lo ved the appeal. 


— 
INSTITUTION NOTES. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers.—INrogMaL MEETING.— 
Mn. W. E. BRADSHAW was in the chair, on April llth, during 
the discussion which was opened by Mr. F. CREEDY, oa "Some 
Characteristics and Applications of Multi-speed ac. Motors.” 
Mn. CREEDY confined himself to the pole-changing type as 
developed by himself. This he claimed, under certain oondi- 
tions, was the best method obtainable to date. For motora 
having a gradual speed variation, the commutator motor 
was the only possible type, and there might be a field for 
these in sizes up to 50 h. p.; in larger sizes, however, they 
hardly could be considered commercially practicable. He explained 
in detail the windings and switchings which gave the variable 
speeds, and urged that speed ratios of the required duty should be 
carefully studied when the type of motor was under oonsideration. 
Broa ily speaking, the relative advantages of the cascade and pole- 
changing methois depended mainly on the ratio of speeds ; some 
ratios were very complicated for cascade and easy for pole- 
changing.. He concluded with acknowledgments to Messrs. F. & A. 
Parkinson, Ltd., and the Electrical Construction Co., Ltd., his 
licensees, for diagrams and data. 

Mr. W. E. M. AYBES, who spoke next, stated that the call for 
variable-speed motors was often mistaken, and it could be met by 
simple arrangements of ordinary motors. He mentioned a 100-h.p. 
colliery fan with two speeds which it had proved more economical 
to re-wind as a single-speed machine, and run with resistances 
during the week-ends. He also criticised the Scherbius and 
Kramer methods on account of the complicated switchgear. 


Mra. J. K. SMITH spoke from actual experience of the Creedy 
pole-changing machine, which he had found satisfactory in con- 
nection with heavy machine tool drives previously operated by 
d.c. motor 3. He pointed out that in view of the substitution of 
polyphase for d.c. supply, some form of variable a.c. motor was 
essential to replace the d.c. variable speed one. 

Ma. W. L. WREFORD and Mk. G. J. D. Scorr spoke of very 
deinite demands for variable-speed motors, notably on printing 
machines aad air comp:essors. Mr. B. P. WALKER also referred to 
their application to exprees lift service. Mr. W. E. BRADSHAW and 
Me. H. CoocH also spoke. 

Mr. ORBEDY, in concluding a most interesting discussion, 
réminded the meeting that the pole-changing a.o. motors under 
review had the same torque at a!l speeds, while d.c. motors, 
through weakening the field, needed to be built for the maximum 
horse-power a& the lowest spsed reqnired, resulting in a larger 


machine than was the oase with the a.c. constant torque multi- 
speed motor. With regard to the question of power factor, he 
pointed out that although the power factor suffered at low speeds, 
the actual wattless current taken from the line was constant at «ll 
speeds. The power-factor reductions, of course, were due to the 
watt component being reduced at the lighter load corresponding to 
reduced speed. 

LIVERPOOL SUB CENTRE OF THE NORTH-WESTERN CENTRE.— 
The nominees for election as officers and committee for the 
1921-22 session are as follows :—Chairman, Mr. G. H. Nisbett ; vice- 
chairmen, Messrs. B. Welbourn and E. M. Hollingsworth ;. hon. 
secretary, Mr. Oscar C. Waygood ; committee, Messrs. A. J. Eames, 
J. Hamilton, A. E. Malpas, P. Priestley, and P. J. Robinson. Since 
the number of nominations corresponds to the vacancies, there will 
be no necessity for a ballot. 

EAST MIDLAND NUB CENTRE.—On April 12th, at the Lough- 
borough College, Mr. H. Cotton, of the Nottingham University 
College, delivered a lecture on “ Electric Drives for Rolling Mills 
and Colliery Winders,” The speaker dwelt with emphasis on the 
efficiency and convenience of the electric motor as compared with 
the steam engine, and gave interesting examples of the application 
of the electric drive to collieries and steel works. 

SCOTTISH CENTRE.—At a meeting of this Centre, held in 
Glasgow, Mr. E. T. Goslin presiding, Mr. O. W. Marshall, of the 
Glasgow Corporation Electricity Department, read & paper on 
“Continuity of Supply." 

The following office-bearers were elected for the year :—Chair- 
man, Mr. E. T. Goslin; vice-chairmen, Mr. A. S. Hampton and Mr. 
R. B. Mitchell; hon. secretary, Mr. Joseph Taylor ; assistant hon. 
secretary, Mr. W. F. Mitchell; and chairman of the Studenta’ 
Bection, Mr. Alex. Lindsay. 

On June 8th a paper on “The Hydro-electric Resources of the 
Scottish Highlands" will be read by Prof. Magnus Maclean ; and 
on June 9th and 10th the members will take part in an excursion 
[forming part of the Inatitution's Summer Meeting] to the West 
Highlands, going by steamer to Fort William, and calling at the 
Kinlochleven works of the British Aluminium Co. 

Warrington Electrical Society.— Addressing the members of the 
Society on the" Wonders of Electricity,” Mr. J. B. Robertson said 
that they stood at the threshold of a new expansion, for the power 
stations were being linked together, and new stations were bein 
erectel with every refinement of economy in the generation o 
power in large quantities. Systems of electrical mains were being 
spread wider, both underground and overhead, so that in time the 
most remote districts would enjoy the service which was now the 
privilege of towns. As that movement progressed, the coal resources 
of the country would be vtilised more and more in a limited number 
of efficient centres. 

Physical Soclety of London.— At a meeting of the Society to be 
held to-day (Friday) at the Imperial College of Science, the foliow- 
ing papers will be read: — The Effect of Viscosity on Orifice 


Flows.“ by Mr. W. N. Bond, M.Sc.; The Viscosity of Water at 
Low Rates of Shear,” by A. Griffiths, D.Sc., and Constance H. 


Griffiths, M.Sc. ; and “ A Method of Measuring Frequencies,” by 
B. S. Smith and G. F. Partridge, B. Bo. 

At the meeting held on April 8th a paper, entitled A New 
Registering Microphotometer, was read by Dr. W. J. H. Moll, 
of the University of Utrecht. The device employs a diminished 
image of a slit, on which the filament of a half-watt lamp is 
focused, projected by means of a microscope objective on the 
photographic plate or other object of which the absorption is to be 
measured. A second similar objective focuses an imagine of the 
slit, magnified up to its original size, on a second slit behind which 
is mounted a sensitive thermopile of the author's own design con- 
nected to an improved D'Arsonval galvanometer. By suitable 
gearing to an electromotor the photographic plate is given a slow 
motion at right angles to the beam of light, and at the same time 
a drum of photozraphic paper, on which the spot from the 
galvanometer is focused, is caused to rotate at a suitable rate. A 
record is thus obtained of the density of the plate at different parts 
encountered by the beam of light. The arrangement is dead beat 
and so quick in response that intensity curves of close spectrum 
lines, Zeeman triplets, &c., are accurately recorded, 

A new method of using the quadrant electrometer for the 
measurement of electrical power was described by Mr. Hubert 
Parry. This involved the use of a potential-divider across the 
supply circuit, and a standard non-inductive resistance in series 
with the load. An ammeter and a voltmeter were employed to 
measure the supply voltage and the load ourrent. An example of 
its application to determine the power-factor of a condenser was 
quoted. 

Electrical Trades Benevolent Institution. —The annual general 
meeting of the Institution will be held at the offices of tho Cable 
Makers’ Association on Monday, April 25th, at 2.30 p.m., to receive 
the Report of the Committee, and to pass the accounta for the year 
1920; to elect members of the Committee of Management and 
Auditors, and to consider alterations of rules. 

Glasgow and District Radio Club.—At the meeting held on 
March 30th Mr. T. Senior lectured on Aerials.” Mr. Senior was 
well qualified to speak on this subject, having had about 10 years 
practical experience in the erection aud fitting out of wireless 
telegraph stations. The various types of serials in general use 
were illustrated by blackboard diagrams, and the advantages and 
disadvantages of each were emphasised. The different kinds of 
wire which could be used, ohmic resistance, skin effect of high- 
frequency currents, the necessity of good joints for efficiency were 
dealt with in turn, and fully expluined. The most effective methods 
of insulation, the neoessity for preventing swaying of the aerial 


wires, and the vexed problem of whether the free enda should be: 


joined or left open, were also discussed, i 
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OUR: PERSONAL COLUMN. 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
technical or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements. 


Mr. F. GOLDING, chief electrical engineer and director of radio 
services in the Commonwealth of Australia Postal Department, 
has been appointed by the Commonwealth Postmaster-General as 
a commissioner to visit the United States, Canada, Britain, and the 
Continent, to inquire into various matters relating to telegraphy 
(including wireless) and telephony.— Sydney Morning Herald. 
SENATOR MARCONI has lets England for Italy, with the object, 
it is reported, of carrying out further wireless experimenta on 
board his steam yacht Zlettra. 

Mn. E. A. EDWARDS, A. M. I. E. E., of the Westinghouse Electric 
International Co., who is a captain in the Royal Corps of Signals 
(T.A.) has been appointed to oommand the 54th (East Anglian) 
M Signals Defence Corps, with the rank of lieutenant- 
colonel. 

The Times States that SIR GERALD CHADWYCK-HEALEY has 
been adopted as prospective Unionist candidate for the Newbury 
Division at the next General Election. 

Mr. J. J. SMITH, for 21 years borough electrical engineer at 
Stockton-on-Tees, has resigned owing to ill-health. 

Mr. H. EK. ELLIS, managing director of the City Electrical Co., 
of London, is leaving England on April 29th, on a tour of his 
company's agents in North and South America, Canada, Australia, 
New Zealand, India, and South Africa. He is willing to place his 
opinion formed at any of these overseas markets at the disposal of 
others who may get into touch with him. 

Mr. J. W. MkARES, M. Inst. C. E., Electrical Adviser to the 
Government of India, has been appointed Chief Engineer, Hydro- 
electric Survey of India, in succession to Mr. F. E. Bull, retired. 

On Saturday last the marriage took place at Loughborough of 
Mr. F. S. GROGAN, M. I. E. E., A. M. Inst. O. E., manager of the Arora 
Co., aud Miss C. K. Norrington, who is already known to several 
electrical frienda. 

The professional practice of the late Mn. H. B. RANSOM, 
M. Inst. C. E., 3, Victoria Street, S.W.1, has been transferred to 
Messrs. Dolby & Williamson, consulting engineers, 8, Princes 
Btreet, Westminster, S.W.1, to whom all correspondence should 
be addressed, 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Donald-Bean Insulators & Engineers, Ltd. (11,689).— 
Private company. Registered in Edinburgh April llith. Capital, £15,000 in 
£l shares (3,000 preference). To carry on the business of insulators, mechani- 
cal, electrical, and constructional engineers, ship and boat builders, ship 
repairers, and outfitters, &c. The first directors are: W. M. Donald, 53, 
Bothwell Street, Glasgow; A. Bean, 1, Shandon Street, Govan, Glasgow; H. 
London, 1, Lynedoch Terrace, Glasgow. Registered office: 11, Great Welling- 
ton Street, Glasgow, 


Victor Electrics, Ltd. (174,199).—Private company. Re- 


gistered April 13th. Capital, £5,000 in €l shares. To carry on the business 
of manufacturers of, dealers in and agents for, cars, carts, vans, bicycles, 
tricycles, conveyances, and carriages of all kinds, whether moved by mechanical, 
clectrical, of other power; boats, launches, and yachts, &c. The first directors 
are: II. N. Outram, 5, Rectory Road, Southport; E. Outram, 76, Grange 
Road, Southport; H. Outram, 18, Balfour Road, Southport; A. Wilson, 7, 
Cumberland Road, Southport; W. Maitland, 7, Cypress Road, Southport; I. H. 
Lavery, 7, Grange Roag, Southport; V. Barmas, 14, Bright Street, Southport. 
Qualification, 1090. shares. Secretary: W. Ball. Registered office: Westmin- 
ster Buildings, Lord Street, Southport. 


Power Production Co., Ltd. (5,031).—Private company. 
Registered in Dublin December 10th. Capital, £140 in £1 shares. To carry 
on the business of designing, constructing, buving, selling, controlling, 
operating, and owning power plants of all kinds, &c. The subscribers (cach 
with one shure) are: D. J. Reilly, Trim, Co. Meath, solicitor; F. W. 
Forrest, Trim, Co. Meath, solicitor. The first directors are: J. Dornan and 
T. G. Price. Secretary: T. G. Price. Registered. office: Commercial Build- 
ings, Dame Street, Dublin. 


British Sangamo Co., Ltd. (174,133).—Private company. 
Registered April 9th. Capital, £10,000 in £1 shares. To carry on the business 
of mechanical, «lectrical, and general engineers, manufacturers, suppliers 
and fitters of and dealers in apparatus, machinery, appliances, &c. The 
subscribers (each with one share) are: J. Brown, Springfield, Illinois, U.S.A., 
banker; R. C. Lanshier, Illinois, U.S.A., electrical manufacturer; S. B. 
Rogers, Great Eastern Hotel, E. C. 3, clectrical manufacturer, The first 
directors are not named. Solicitor: L. W. Croft, 2, Bond Court, Walbrook, 


Greenlaw Electrical Supply Co., Ltd. (11,686).—Private 
company. Registered in Edinburgh April 7th Capital, 44.000 in £l shares 
(1,000 5 per cent. non-cumulative shares). To supply electricity in Greenlaw, 
Berwickshire, and district. The first directors are: J. Clapham, High Street, 
Greenlaw; J. S. Macgregor, High Street, Greenlaw; T. Clapham, High Street, 
Greenlaw; Sir John II. Campbell of NMarchmont. Bart., Greenlawdean, 
Greenlaw; R. T. Kerr, Greenlaw Mill, Greenlaw; Dr. J. Marr, Ivy Lodge, 
Greenlaw; W.  Middlemiss, Marchmont Road, Grecnlaw. Secretary: A. 
Miller. Registered office: The Square, Greenlaw, Berwickshire. 


Chisholm Bros., Ltd. (11,631).— Private company. Re- 
piStered in Edinburgh April 6th. Capital, £1,200 in £l shares. To take 


over the business of iron, coal, and steel merchants, and general exporters 
carried on at 190, West George Street, Glasgow, and to carry on the business 
of electrical, motor, and mechanical engineers, colliery furnishers, &c. The 
first directors are: J. Chisholm, 33. Calderwood Road, Rutherglen, clerk; 
G. G. Chisholm, 8. Clincorthill. Road. Rutherglen, electrical engineer; 


Chisholm, 86, Stonclaw Road, Rutherglen, merchant. Registered office: 199, 
West George Street, Glasgow. 

Oldham Electrical Contractors, Ltd. (174,140).—Private 
company, Registered April 9th. Capital, £1,000 in £1 shares. To take over 
the business of electrical engineers and contractors carrled on by J. E. 
MacNamara and A. Atkinson at Oldham as the Oldham Electrical Repair 
Co.” The subscribers (each with one share) are: F. Lord. 74, Beever Street, 
Oldham, builder and contractor; J. E. MacNamara, 66, Barker Street, 
Oldham, electrical engineer; A. Atkinson. 13, Mount Street, Chorlton-on. 
Medlock, Manchester, electrical engineer. F. Lord is the firat director, and 
may retain office while holding €100 shares, Registered office: 46, Barker 
Street, Oldham, 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


C.E.C., Ltd.—Debenture dated April 4th, 1921, to secure 
£12,000, charged on the company's undertaking and property,. present and 
future, including uncalled capital. Holder: H. E. Ellis, 38, Fairholt Road, 
Stoke Newington, N. 


Pinkney & Forster, Ltd.—Two mortgages dated March 
30th and 31st, 1921, to secure £7,000 and £1,500 respectively, charged on 
5 and 7, Saville Row, Newcastle-on-Tyne. Holder: Mrs. E. Stewart, 1, 
Granville Road, Neweastle-on-Tyne. 


Cray Installations, Ltd.—Particulars of £8,000 debentures 


authorised March 17th, 1921, whole amount issued, charged on company’s 
property, present and future, including uncalled capital. 


John Tinsley, Ltd.—Satisfaction to the extent of £200 
on January 3lst, 1:21, of debentures dated June Sth, 1912, securing £500. 


Muirhead & Co., Ltd.—Satisfaction in full on April Ist, 
1921, of debentures dated November 16th, 1904, securing £5,300. 


Adams Bros. (Longton), Ltd.—Debenture dated March 
21st, 1921, to secure £1,000, charged on the company's undertaking and 
property, present and future, including uncalled capital. Holder: A. P. Ford, 
Basford, Stoke-on-Trent. 


Peerless Flash Lamp Co., Ltd.—Particulars of £18,000 
debentures authorised March 23rd, 1921, present issue £12,000, charged on 
the company's undertaking and property, present and future, including 
uncallled capital. 


Newcastle-upon.Tyne Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Trust 
deed dated March 24th, 1921, supplemental to trust deeds dated June 30:5, 
1909, November 10th, 1914, May 3rd, 1915, March 14th, 1918, to secure 
£1,104,508 44 per cent. consolidated first mortgage debenture stock, in 
addition to £1,042,000 secured by previous deeds, Property charged : Electrical 
undertakings of the company, freehold premises known as ''Carville " and 
Neptune Bank, leaschold premises at Dunston, and company's other assets, 
present and future, except uncalled capital. Trustees: Whitehall Trust, Lid., 


2, St. Helen's Place, E.C. 


Telegraph Manufacturing Co. (Colonial), Ltd. (71,854). 
—Return dated March 22nd, 1921. Capital, £2,000 in £I shares. All shares 
taken up. £2,000 paid. Mortgages and charges: Nil. 


Yorkshire (West Riding) Electric Tramways Co., Ltd. 
(84,167).—Return dated February 17th, 1921. Capital, £600, in £5 shares 
(70,000 preference and 50.000 ordinary), 46,261 preference and 40,977 ordinary 
shares taken up, £436,190 considered as paid. Mortgages and charges: 
£272,373. 


CITY NOTES. 


The report for 1920 shows that the re- 
Cuba Submarine ceipts were 481,542 and the expenses 


Telegraph £34,284. After providing £7,063 for in- 
Co., Ltd. come tax and adding £17,611 for difference 


in exchange and £21,150 brought forward, 
the total available is £78,957. Out of this £15,000 has been 
added to general reserve, £17,611 to reserve against loss on 
investments, and £2,500 to the pension fund. Interim divi- 
dends were paid in October at the rate of 10 per cent. per 
annum, less income tax, on the preference shares, and at the 
rate of 5 per cent. per annum, free of tax, on the ordinary 
shares, and the directors recommend final dividends at the 
same rates, and & bonus of 4s. per share on the ordinary 
shares, free of tax, leaving £26,646 to be carried forward. 
subject to E.P.D. Several sections of the cables underwent 
repairs during the year, while an attempt to repair the Cien- 
fuegos-Santiago 1905 cable was unsuccessful, but it is hoped 
to restore this cable to working order after laying a new 
section from Cape Cruz to Santiago which is now being 
manufactured, and will be laid in the course of the next 
few months. The total cost of the work on the cables during 
the year was £24,542, and it was charged to reserve. 


In their report for the year ended Decem- 

English Electric ber, 1920, the directors state that, after 
Co., Ltd. writing down stocks on a conservative basis 

to correspond with present day values, the 
balance to the credit of profit and loss account, including 
445,302 brough forward, is £312,238. Deducting debenture in- 
terest and trustees’ fees, £54,275; interest and discount. 
£84,608; dividend at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum on the 
preference shares, £41,914, leaves £131,441. A dividend on 
the ordinary shares at the rate of 8 per cent. per annum, less 
tax, will absorb £85,204, leaving £46,236 to carry forward. 
Certain dividends receivable from subsidiary companies (in- 
cluding the realised profit on the sale of certain assets) have 
been, in part, applied in writing off the entire expenses of, and 
discount on, the recent note issue, as well as reserving for the 
whole of the premium due on repayment. and in adding a 
further £25,000 to the capital reserve account. In view of the 
uncertainties of the present day position of trade throughout 
the world, the directors have considered it prudent to utilise 
these resources in the manner indicated, which is in close: 
accord with their policy of last year. In order to replace ex- 
penditure incurred in the purchase of the Stafford Works, and 
stocks, and for other purposes, the company issued in Novem- 
ber last £1,250,000 8 per cent. six year secured notes at 95 per 
cent. repayable at January lst, 1027, at 109 per cent. Ten per 
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cent. of the proceeds of this issue was received prior to Decem- 
ber 3lst, 1920, and included in the accounts for 1920. The 
balance of £1,100,000 has been received since that date, and 
will appear in next year's balance shcet. l'urther progress in 
completing the amalgamation of the various undertakings con- 
trolled by the company was made during the past year. The 
properties of the Coventry Ordnance Works, Ltd., and Willans 
& Robinson, Ltd., have been leased to 'the company, and 
arrangements are now in progress for winding up the Phoenix 
Dynamo Manufacturing Co., Ltd., and the United Electric Car 
Co., Ltd. The directors are confident that this consolidation 
will facilitate control, and result in effecting greater economy 
in administration. The engineering trade was adversely affected 
by a series of labour troubles throughout the year, and more 
particularly by the moulders' strike, which, though it ended 
in January, handicapped output for a 'considerable period there- 
after. The directors sincerely regret the loss of their colleague, 
Mr. Walter Rutherford, who since the close of the year has 
retired from the board and the management of the company. 
During the year under review, Mr. Robert Grant, jun., joined 
the board. Annual meeting: April 27th. 


Eastern Telegraph Co., Ltd.—The directors will convene 
the annual meeting as soon as the full accounts can be sub- 
mitted. A final dividend for the year 1920, of 24 per cent., 
free of income tax, on the ordinary stock is to be paid, making 
the total for the year 10 per cent., free of tax, the same rate 
as was paid for the previous year. The usual distribution at 
the rate of 3} per cent. per annum, less income tax, on the 
DA Stock for the lirst quarter of 1921 is also being 
made 


Norwegian Marconi Co.—The A.S. Norsk Marconi 
Kompani has declared a dividend at the rate of 5 per cent. 
for 1920, making, with the interim distribution, a total of 
15 per cent. for the year. The company was formed two 
years ago to acquire licences for the utilisation of Marconi 
patents for Norway and Norwegian ships, and the shareholders 
are shipowners and other shipping interests. 


Stock Exchange Notices.—Application has been made to 
the Committee to appoint a special settling day in, and the 
Committee has specially allowed dealings in :— 

Electrical Apparatus Co.—30.423 10 per cent. A " cumula- 
tive preference shares of £l each, fully paid, Nos. 1 to 30,422. 

And to allow the following to be oflicially quoted :— 

Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation. -& 500. 000 ö per cent. 
first mortgage convertible debentures. 

Victoria Falls & Transvaal Power Co.—£2,009,390 5 per 
cent. first mortgage debentures. 

Yorkshire Electric Power Co.—980,300 ordinary shares of 
410 each, fully paid, and £230,000 54 per cent. redeemable 
debenture stock. 

The Committee has ordered the undermentioned to be 
ofticially quoted :— 

Hadfields.—78,118 ordinary shares of £1 each, fully paid 
(Nos. 1,600,001 to 1,663,118 and 1.866.667 to 1,881,666). 

Johnson, Matthey & Co. — £250,000 8 per ‘cent. seven-year 
notes (Nos. Al to 2.100 (£10), Bl to 1,790 (£100), and C1 to 
90 (£1,000). (Registered.) ` 

Metropolitan Electric Supply Co.—£86,926 34 per cent. 
mortgage debenture stock, redeemable. 

Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co.—65,732 ordinary shares 
of £l each, fully paid (Nos. 6,205,173 to 6,270,904). 

Stewarts & l.loyds.—847.430 deferred shares of £1 each, 
fully Pu (Nos. 1,782,501 to 2,629,030). 


City Electric Light Co., Ltd. (Brisbane).—Credit balance 
for year ended January, 1921, £57,997, plus -balance brought 
forward, making the total £58,427. An interim dividend was 
paid last Se ptember amounting with dividend duty to £25,829, 
and further dividends of 3 per cent. on the 6 per cent. prefer- 


“ence shares, 3j per cent. on the 7 per cent. preference, and 


5 per cent. on the ordinary shares were recommended to the 
meeting in March. The payment of these dividends, together 
with the dividend duty and an allowance for Federal tax, 
absorbed £32,405, leaving £193 to be carried forward. 


Indo-European Telegraph Co., Ltd.—The directors re- 
commend a final dividend for 1920 of £1 2s. 6d. per share 
(making 7 per cent. for the vear), free of tax: also a distribu- 
tion out of equalisation of. dividends fund of 15s. per share, 
free of tax, making a total of 10 per cent. for the year. 


Electrical Utilities Corporation, Ltd.— A quarterly divi- 
dend of 1} per cent. on the preferred stock is announced 
for the quarter ended March 3lst. 


Kaministiquia Power Co.—Dividend at the rate of 8 per 
cent. per annum on the common stock for the quarter end. 
ing April 30th. 


Bastian Meter Co., Ltd.—The directors report a net profit 


of £455 for the year, plus £589 brought forward. A dividend 
of Ó per ce a on the cumulative preference shares, and one 
of 6 pes . on the ordinary shares are to be paid, leaving 


Ar 


Eastern Extension, Australasia & China Telegraph Co., 
Ltd.—Final dividend on the old shares of 23 per cent., free 
of tax, making a total distribution of 10 per cent., free of 
tax, for the year 1920, as in the previous year. 


Switzerland. > la Fabrique d'Accumulateurs 
d'Oerlikon is declaring a dividend of 20 per cent. for last 
year. " 

Direct United States Cable Co., Ltd.— A final dividend 
of 4s. per share, less tax, making 4 per cent. for the year 
ended March 31st, is announced. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


TursDaY EVENING. 
RELIEVED from the appreliension of a general stoppage of work, 
the Stock Exchange markets were quick to respond to the 
altered conditions brought ubout by the refusal of the Rail- 
waymen and ‘Transport Workers to support the Miners’ 
Federation. Prices improved in most departments, although 
it cannot be said that business increased to any noticeable 
extent. The position is still regarded as sutliciently unsettled- 
for it to render buyers cautious of entering the markets except 
those fur purely piltedged stocks. With the Budget to be 
introduced on Monday next, the domestic atmosphere is 


charged with financial, as well as political, uncertainty; while, 


abroad, the action of France with. regard to the forthcoming 
May the First obligations of the Germans does not tend to re- 
assure confidence. 

The Home Railway market has naturally benefited from the 
blowing-over of the railway strike. Prices recovered in all 
sections of the market. The Undergrounds, which had fallen 
with the rest, although not to the same extent as the steam 


stocks, have hardened with their brothers, and Underground 
Electric Income Bonds are 3 better at 774. The rise of 5 


points in Central London deferred non-assented stock to 22 
has been held. Apparently somebody wanted to buy a few 
hundred pounds, attracted by the wide difference between the 
quotation of this stock and that for the assented deferred, the 
latter standing about 42. As might have been expected, the 


. buyer found nobody anxious to sell the lower-priced stock at 


the current nominal price, which was therefore advanced as 
already mentioned. Metropolitans slid back to 93), to rally to 
243. Underground £10 shares gained d at £2. Guaranteed, 
debenture and preference stocks are all one to two points 
higher. 

The English Electric dividend has had a strengthening effect 
upon the market in manufacturing shares. English Electrics 
advanced to 12s. 6d. Siemens rose to a guinea and the new 
shares to 208. General Electrics are better at 2s. 3d., and 
the preference at 188. 6d. British Aluminium at 168. 3d. are 
ex dividend. ‘Telegraph Constructions went back a little to 20. 

The only changes in the list of electricity supply companies 
are a rise of à in Charing Cross 43 per cent. preference, and 
a decline to 17s. in City of London 6 per cent. preference. 
The latter came about evidently as the result of shareholders 
trying to sell some of these in order to apply for the company’s 
new © per cent. secdnd preferences which are being offered at 
2Us. ‘Lhe subscription lists for the latter closed on ‘Thursday 
and underwriters are very curious to see whether they 
will be left with any of the shares. The better conditions 
which becaine manifest in the markets on Tuesday evening 
and which produced substantial rises amongst gilt-edged 
securities, resulted from rumours that & settlement of the 
miners' strike was expected to take place practically at once. 
It had a pronounced effect upon many of the markets round 
the Stock Exchange. 

At the meeting of the Stock Exchange proprietors to-day 
(Tuesday) it was announced that the managers had decided to 
spend £12,000 upon a new installation of electric light. Up 
to the present about 45.000 has been expended. When 
finished, the installation, according to the chairman of the 
meeting, will be up to date in every particular. Newcastle-on- 
Tyne 7 per cent. preference shares are better at 19s., and 
in this connection it may be pointed cut that there is about 

‘2,000 stock of the company's 44 per cent. first mortgage 
debenture stock on offer at 714. Interest is payable in Janu- 
arv and July. The stock is redeemable in 1939 at 100, or in 
1922 at 105, unless by purchase. The yield, straight out, is 
61 per cent. on the money, but allowing for redemption this 
i» raised to 8} per cent., and on the additional £2 there is, 
of course, no income tax to pay. The Central Electric 8 per 
cent. notes, over-subscribod by the publie, ure already quoted 
at a small premium. 

The feature amongst Telegraphs and Telephones is a further 
jump to 2 7/16 in Marconi's. The preference have risen to 9j 
and Marconi Marines to 1 7/16. Canadian Marconi's went up 
to 8s. 6d. o shares are stil lagging a little behind the 
market in the parents For the rise in Marconi’s the only 
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explanation is that already mentioned in these columns, 
namely, that the company will declare a 20 per cent. dividend 
next month, making 25 per cent. for the full year. In addi- 
tion, there are hopes that the Government may square up 
before long with the Conipany, in the course of which it is 
expected that there will be a further substantial sum to come 
to the Marconi shareholders. © Anglo-American deferred has 
eased off to 153. Cuba Subinarine shares at 7 are 10s. higher, 
although a bargain was marked last week at 63. There is 
little doing in the Eastern group. Globe ordimary, with a rise 
to 16, have come into line with the other members of their 
family. 

Armament shares, together with those of various iron, coal 
and steel companies, have generally advanced. Babcock & 
Wilcox remain unchanged at 2 5/16. The rubber share-list is 
a tritle harder, although the price of the produce is still no 
better than IIAd. per lb. 

Brazilian Tractions are better at 36, although the preferred 
eased off to 743. Canadian General Electrics are 1214 after 
being higher. "The feature in this market 1s the way in which 
Mexicans are mounting. Following upon improvements in 
the previous fortnight, new gains stand to the credit of the 
issues in the Mexican Light and Power, Mexico Tramways. 
and the Pachuca Light and Power companies. Vigorous rises 
have taken place this week in many other Mexicans. A Con- 
ference is said to have been arranged at Washington for try- 
ing to unravel the difficulties in connection with oil conces- 
sions in Mexico. If the various points, of contention can be 
smoothed out, the way will be open for American money to 
flow into Mexico. Of its readiness to do so, there 1s no reason- 
able doubt, but until the diplomatic difficulties that surround 
the oil question are disposed of, Mexican progress can receive 
no assistance from American capitalists. 


SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. 
Home Evecrricity COMPANIES, 
Dividend Price 


— April 19, Y ield. 
1919. 1920. 1931. Rise or fall. p.c. 
Brompton Ordinary.. E es 122 12 6 — £lu 0 0 
Charing Cross Ordinary va 17 8 8i — 10 6 6 
do. do. do. 44 Pref... 43 44 94 + à 716 6 
Chelsea.. "P Vs * A 4 6 3 — 10 0 0 
City of London Ea x .. 18 14 23/8 — 12 0 10 
do. do. 6 per cent. Pref... 6 6 17/- —17 - 7 1 2 
County of London .. - ne 8 8 78 — 10 9 10 
do. do. 6 per cent. Pret... 6 6 b — 7 10 0 
Kensington Ordinary  ... 88 7 9 43 — 10 18 2 
London Electric  .. = T 23 24 1 — 710 0 
do. do. 6 per cent. Pref .. 6 6 21 -— 10 18 3 
Metropolitan .. rx - 6 1 8£ -— 10 15 4 
do. 40 per cent. Pref. .. 43 44 . 2k — 718 2 
Bt. James’ anid Pall Mall . 12 12 6 -— 10 0 0 
South Lon ion i Vs 6 — 24 — 9 210 
Bouth Metropolitan Pref... sò 7 7 16/9 — 8 17 10 
Westminster Ordinary  .. .. 10 10 5: — 915 2 
TELEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES. 
1918 1919 
A iglo-Am. Tel. Pref. T Vs 6 6 78 xd — 7 12 10 
do. Def...  .. .. 88/6 13 15i — à 910 6 
Chile Telephone. ae oe 8 6 54 — 5 6 8 
Cuba Sub. Ocd. és T e^ 7 7 7 + à 10 0 0 
Eastecn Extension .. Vs .. 10 10 16 -— 6 6 0 
Eastern Tel. Ord. .. ae T 8 10 160 — 6 5 0 
G' obe Tel. and T, Ord... s 8 10 16 ＋ a 5 0 
do. do. Pref. .. E 6 6 9 — 6 18 4 
Great Northern Tel. 5 . 22 21 22 — 10 0 0 
Ind -European T T .. 18 10 80 — 8 6 8 
Marconi is 4s T . 25 26 2603 t 4 — 
Oriental Telephone Ord. .. .. 10 12 2155 — $ 9 7 
United R. Plate Tel. 8 8 64 es 10 8 
West India and Panama .. .. 183 Nil 18 -- Nil. 
Western Tclegraph.. T T 8 10 16 *0 5 0 
Home Rats, 
1919 1320 
Central London Ord. A3sented .. 4 4 441 — 900 
Metropolitan .. es - m 1i 14 25 +4 6 0 0 
ao. District  .. .. Nil Nil 144 — Nil 
Undergroand Electric Ordinary .. Nil Nil 2 + 3 Nil 
do. do. "A" ,, Nil Nil ee E Nil 
do. do. Income .. 4 2 724 +3 215 2 
FonkiGN Trams, &c. 
1913 1919 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref. .. Nil 53 28 — 10 9 
do. do. Ind Pref. .. Ni Nil 8 — Nil 
do. do. 5% Deb. me 5 5 593 — 8 8 0 
Brazil Tractions  .. : .. Nil Nil 36 +1 Nil 
British Coluinb.a Elec. Rly. Pfce. 5 5 55 — 9 110 
do. do. Preferred 24 5 543 — 8 14 0 
do. do. Deterred Nu 8 on — *1117 6 
do. do. Deb. 4} 4} 57 +1 7 "10 
Mexico Trams 5 per cent. Bonds.. Nil Nil 87 +1 Nil 
do. 6 per cent. Bonds.. Nil Nil 21 +1 Nil 
Mexican Light Common .. .. Ni Nil 114 ext Nii 
. do. Pret. T .. Nd Nil 18 — Nil 
do. 1st Bonds .. .. Nil Nil 613 4121 Nil 
MANUFACTURING COMPANIES. 
Babcock & Wilcox . vA .. 16 15 2, — Wy 610 0 
British Aluminium Ord. .. .. 10 10 l6/3xd — 12 6 2 
British Insulated Ord.  .. .. 121 15 l5 — 912 0 
Callenders  .. cs es .. 25 15 5. — 10 18 2 
*. 63 Pref. .. es - 61 61 17/6 — 78 7 
Crompton Ord. ba v .. 10 10 18/3 — 14 11 O0 
Edison- Swan. " be .. 10 10 10/- — — 
do do. 6 percent. Deb. .. 5 5 70 — 7 210 
Electric Coastruction s .. 10 10 15/9 — 1311 0 
Fiaglish Electrio .. is n. — 8 12/6 * 1/6 12 16 0 
Do. Pref. js 5 — 6 13/- — 9 48 
Gen. Elec. Pref. .. 2s » 650 6} 18/6 + 6d. 745 
do. Ord. 23 T .. 10 10 24/3 — As +8 13 0 
Henley Se T us .. 95 15 110. — 11 8 A 
do. 4} Pref. Xa ae we H 4) 3 — 6 18 6 
ladia Rubber bs T .. 10 10 i -- - 
Met,-Vickers Prei. d N 1i — 9 210 
Siemens Ord. 533 ss .. 10 10 17 44 *9 15 4 
Telegraph Con. 20 9) 20 =a *6 19 9 


* Dividends paid free of Income Tax. 


MARKET QUOTATIONS. 


Ir should be remembered, in making use of the figures appearing 
in the following list, that in some cagés the prices are only general 
and they may vary according to quantities and other circumstances, 


-— ———.— — 


Tuesday, April 19th. 


Fortnight's 


Latest 
CHEMICALS, &c. Price. [nc. or Dec, 
a Acid, Oxalic per 1b. 10d. : 
a Ammoniac Sal ^" - .. per ton £15 a 
a Ammonia, Muriate (large crystal) T £65 E 
a Bisulphide of Carbon is a i i $5 
a Borax... M - m e i £94 - is 
a Copper Sulphate vs D m M £94 E" 
a Potash, Chlorate . m .. per lb. 6d. Ad. dec, 
a ʻ Perchlorate 8 T " 10d. 65 
a Shellac .. v T gs .. per ewt. | £14 | 10s. deo 
a tulphate of Magnesia : .. per ton £16 l ts 
a Sulphur, Sublimed Flowers 22 T £19 El dec. 
a Lump 858 as s ^ £18 ! y 
a Soda, Chlorate 5 .. per lb. 5d Ad. inc. 
a „ Crystals i P per ton £1 | ex 
a Sodium Bichromate, casks per lb. 1/ 825 
METALS, &c. 

p Babbitt's Metal Ingots .. .. per ton £95 to £800 is 
c Brass (rolled metal 2" to 12" basis) per lb. IId. ; . 
c „ Tubes (solid drawn) i s 1/14 to 1/2 , 
c , Wire, basis - " E 112d. v 
c Copper Tubes (solid drawn) ant i 1/83 
c " Bars (best selected) per ton £116 m 
c - Sheet .. i - E ^ £116 P 
c 15 Rod T» ex c; n £116 | 2 
d ss (Electrolytic) Bars T 15 £74 10s. ino. 
d „ ji Sheets = T £145 T 
d „ » Wire Rods.. is £90 10s. inc, 
d „ n H.C. Wire.. per lb. 111; ya inc. 
f Ebonite Rod .. - m T » 8/6 | 55 
f [T] Sheet.. oe e ee 0 8 / oe 
n German Silver Wire iu s a 2/9 oe 
h Gutta-percha, fine € 2: NS 14/- to 16/- va 
h India-rubber, Para fine S " d. ads 
i Iron Pig (Cleveland Warrants) per ton Nom, - 
„ Wire, galv. No. 8, P.O. qual. n: £40 £5 dec. 
g Lead, Engish Pig M is is £22 10s. , 90s. inc. 
g Mercury - P T per bo*. £12 10 to £12 15 Se 
e Mica (in original cases) small per lb. 4d. to 4/- . 
B^ " Á medium.. " 5/- to 10/- ; 
e „. e" 1 large <i 12/6 to 25/- & up 
p Phosphor Bronze, plain castings.. s 1/4 to 1/9 ; -— 
p E „ rolled bars and rods is 2/1 to 2/6 
p i „ rolled strip & shec is 2/2 to 2/7 $e 
d silicium Bronze Wire " .. per lo. 1/4 ‘ ~ 
r Steel, Magnet, in bars má 8 " 1/8 ; " 
n Tin, Block (English) .. per ton £154 to 4155 — £iinc. 

. Wire, Nos. 1 to 16 .. per Iv. 47 a 
p White Anti-friction Metals .. per ton £78 to £800 | , 


EI — ———3ʒ—H4g — ——— 


Quotations supplied by— 
James & Shakespeare. 

h Edward Till X Co. 

] Bolling & Lowe. 

1 Richard Johnson & Nephew, Lid. 

a P. Ormiston & Sons. 


a G. Boor & Co. 

c Thos. Bolton & Sons, Ltd. 

d Frederick Sinith & Co. 

e F. Wiggins & Sons. 

f India-Rubber, Gutts. Percha and 
Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. pP 

r W. F. Dennis & Co. 


power- Factor Correction. —A careful study of motor 
application in an industry with a view to power - faotor correction 
will. usually produce rather startling results, said Mr. P. T. 
Vanderwaart, electrical engineer of the New Jersey Zino Co., in 
a paper on " Power-Factor Correction and Its Relation to Plant 
Operation,” read before the Philadelphia Section, Association of Iron 
and Steel Electrical Engineers. In plant No. 1, a case cited by Mr. 
Vanderwaart, the horse-power in motors released by such a study 
was 2,640, while the cost of new motors and reapplication of old 
ones was $1,400. Sub-station capacity to the value of $600 was 
also released. The power factor of the maximum demand wa 
raised from 76'5 per cent. to 82'1 per cent. through this study. 
The saving in energy was not so important, as the weighted 
average efficiency was only raised from 87'7 per cent. to 88'3 per 
cent. A study of plant No. 2 produced even better results, the 
value of motor horse-power released being 3,400, and the cost of 
making changes $1,800. Sub-station capacity released was valued 
at $700. Mr. Vanderwaart showed how it was possible to make 
such surveys of a plant through the use of record systems and a 
liberal use of instruments. The application and economies of other 
power-factor correction methods were alao brought out. — Electrical 
World, X 


A Russian Magnetic Iron-Ore Field.—The late Dr. 
Ernst Leyst, of the University of Moscow, after researches ex- 
tending over several years, has located with the help of the magneto- 
meter a large field of magnetic iron ore in the Government of 
Kursk on the Russo-Ukrainian border. The survey has been made 
over an area of close upon 11,000 sq. miles. There are two ore 
bodies running parallel to each other at a distance of about 36 
miles from each other and each of them about 150 miles long, one 
of them being 24 miles, the other about 30 miles wide. Dr. Leyst's 
magnetometric survey has been examined by Dr. Petersson, Pro- 
fessor at the Mining High School in Stockholm, and on behalf of 
the Swedish Jernkontor by one of their mining engineers, Mr. 
Nathorst. Both Swedish experts have confirmed the Russian pro- 
feasors view that a very important iron-ore deposit has been 
discovered, As soon as the political situation will permit, funds 
will be provided to make boringa and complete the survey.— Iron 
and Coal Trades Review, i E ` "E 
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THE LABOUR SITUATION AS IT AFFECTS THE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY INDUSTRY. 


By T. W. COLE (Joint Secretary, Home Counties Industrial Council). ! 


(Concluded from page 458.) 


IN my last article I pointed out that the tendency of 
trade unionism in the electricity supply industry was 
towards industrial unionism, that is, a consolidation of 
all interests under one trade union organisation. This 
is, Of course, by no means achieved at present. 

lt was also seen that this tendency of trade unionism 
fell in with the revolutionary programme of Guild 
Socialism. Coming to the Industrial Councils, the 
Whitley Scheme, of course, also falls in line (in respect 
of the employes’ side) with the consolidation ot the trade 
union interests. I mention this merely to indicate the 
momentous importance of the wise handling of the whole 
matter in every detail. There is no royal road out of 
these difficulties ; indeed, the electricity supply industry 
is probably one of the most complex with regard to its 
labour troubles. Not only are there the factors which 
we have already enumerated, but even on the employers’ 
side there are dissimilar and sometimes dissentient 
factors 1n so far as part of the employers are Municipal 
Corporations and part are private companies. With 
regard to the foriner, certain of the Municipal Corpora- 
tions are largely directed by labour representatives, 
whose politica! and other views may coincide more with 
the employés than with those of the company employers. 
Then, also, there is the always impending influence of 
the Government in the case of disputes which threaten 
to come to a deadlock. The only interest of the Govern- 
ment is naturally that the public supply should be 
maintained, which means a tendency towards forcing 
the issue on grounds of expediency rather than of right 
or propriety. All this means that in coping with 
the situation it is finally ''brains that must tell.” 
This brings us to the last consideration, the Whitley 
Councils. It might be said at once that despite the 
occasional creaking of the machinery, the Whitley 
scheme provides the best hope of dealing with the whole 
situation satisfactorily. There is, for instance, in the 
first place, practically complete machinery for dealing 
with every question that can occur; secondly, no better 
scheme can be devised by which the two sides are brought 
into. closer touch. Both parties meet, as it were, on 
common ground, which is a fundamental necessity of 
anv bona-fide rapprochement. 

The Whitley Councils were, in fact, organised just at 
the right time, and the present orderly state of the in- 


dustry, from a labour point of view, is due, one might, | 


say, entirely to their operation. Further, in view of 
the evolving changes in trade unionism and their pos- 
sible social consequences, as indicated in the pre- 
vious article, the Whitley Councils promise to play an 
even more indispensable part in the future. ‘The fact. 
is apparent that the increasingly effective organi- 
sation and consolidation of the trade union movement, 
to say nothing of its possible expansion, must be 
met with a correspondingly powerful organisation such 
as the Whitley Councils. Only in this way can all the 
potent influences be directed towards the common good. 
In this connection one important fact is often lost sight 
of, and that is that there is no such thing as any final 
settlement of industrial problems. Industrial ques- 
tions are only one aspect of a huge mass of rapidly 
evolving social questions. To look upon the Whitley 
Councils, therefore, as in any way courts of periodical 
arbitrations over differences, is to take a very inade- 
quate view. Their real function is to enable capital and 
labour to meet, and to make the constant readjustments 
that are needed by this perpetual evolution. 

Among all the coinplexities of the labour situation 
there is at least one step which stands out clearly, and 
that is to strengthen and develop the Whitley scheme to 
the fullest possible extent, and to ensure that the best 
brains of the industry are enlisted in its service, [n 


this connection it must be remembered that the Whitley 
scheme is certainly still incomplete in the direction of 
Works Committees. The present machinery, namely, the 
National Council and District Councils, does not bring 
the employers and employés directly into touch. This 
is reserved for the Works Committees in each under- 
taking; such committees form, as it were, the lowest of 


the three tiers which properly compose the Whitley 


scheme. ‘There is every prospect, however, that such 
Works Committees will shortly be formed, since the 
National Council at present lias under consideration the 
constitution of such commiittees, and will doubtless be 
issuing its recommendations in the near future. When 
such Works Committees are established in the various 
undertakings, not only will the machinery of the Whit- 
ley scheme be so much nearer completion, but an oppor- 
tunity will be afforded for the influence of the em- 
ploxers to be brought directly on the employés. By this 
[ mean that the employers will have every chance of see- 
ing that the employes understand their opinions on any 
industrial or other subject which is pressing at the 
moment. At present employers often have diametrically 
opposite views to those which are being pressed on the 
employé from one or another quarter, but they have no 
adequate opportunity of putting these forward on, as 
it were, neutral ground. With Works Committees, 
however, every question which in any way affects the 
industry can quite properly be included as pertinent 
for discussion. No one ought to ask more if the old 
Latin motto is right—magna est veritas et prevalebit. 
As & matter of fact, these words might be taken as the 
assumed basis of the whole Whitley scheme. The scheme 
is, in fact, nothing more than a working-out of the sug- 


gestion that employers and employed should sit down 


facing each other and, whatever the subject may be, talk 
it out. In other words, the Whitlev idea is to stake 
evervthing on brains. right, or moral weight (a corol- 
lary to which is that the side which picks these qualities 
best should carry the day). This indirectly brings back 
the question of revolutionary propaganda taking place 
in the industry, which, in so far as it actually affects 
industry, is a matter of immediate concern to em- 
plovers. Whatever may be any immediate practical 
steps that are taken, it is the general weight and sound- 
ness of opinion which tells in the long run. The 
strength of a great deal of revolutionary socialism lies 
in its carefully thought-out principles, and the general 
way in which it is consistently formulated. Being an 
entirely theoretical scheme, it has naturally in this an 
advantage over the present-dav practical system) of 
economics which has grown up, as it were, as an 
organism. The fact that capitalisin is, so to speak, in 
possession has resulted in its supporters taking rather 
too much for granted. Like everything else, it is called 
upon nowadays to defend its title. It must justify 
itself on moral, social, and economic grounds, or else 
sooner or later it must inevitably vield place. It is far 
too much assumed by both sides that the position of 
capitalism depends upon ‘‘ might being right." I men- 
tioned Mr. Hartley Withers's book, ‘‘ The Case for 
Capitalism," to a socialist friend one day, and he re- 
joined: ‘‘ But it Aas no case! " Now this is the atti- 
tude which is too often unconsciously assumed even on 
the capitalist side, and if revolutionary socialism is not 
to gain ground, the capitalist supporter must not only 
tirst of all be convinced himself that capitalism has a 
'' ense," but must know exactly what that case is, and 
the principles on which it is based. It is obviously use- 
less to deplore a workman being a revolutionary socialist 
if that is the only system which has been put to him as 
embodving the best, proper, economic, and moral prin- 
ciples. The problem, therefore, resolves itself into, first, 
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formulating principles; and secondly, putting them 
forward for the adequate consideration of everybody 
concerned. 

That there are further modifications necessary to the 
capitalist system as now in vogue goes without saying. 
That such agencies as Whitley Councils, if properly 
guided, may do much towards bringing about, or at 
least emphasising, these required changes, seems inore 
than likely. Above all, clear, serious thinking is neces- 
sary. Finally, it must be constantly borne in mind that 
the test of any social organisation is its utility to the 
community. Applying this to capitalism, Mr. Hartley 
Withers's dictum might be quoted: The test of an 
economic system is its success in providing us with a 
good world to live in.” 
propaganda must be based to be effective. 
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EXTRA-HIGH-PRESSURE CABLES AT 
BIRMINGHAM. | 


THERE is at present being laid in the City of Birmingham a 
three-core cable for the transinission of electricity at a pres- 
sure of 33,000 volts, under the Beard-Hunter system of auto- 
matic protection, the total length of the cable being about 
10 miles. Two cables run through the City from the new 
Nechells generating station to the generating station at 
Summer Lane, and one cable is laid from this station to a 
substation at Bourneville, where the pressure will be stepped 
down to supply the surrounding area at 5,500 volts. 

We give an illustration of the cable (fig. 1), which con- 
sists of three conductors, each of 0.2 sq. in. sectional area, 
paper insulated; the cable is lead sheathed and steel wire 
armoured, water-proofed and laid direct in the ground. 

Three-core compensated pilot cables, for use with the Beard- 
Hunter automatic protective system, are laid in the same 
trenches, four pairs of telephone cores being provided in these 
cables for communication between the different stations. 

Messrs. W. T. HENLEY’s TELEGRAPH WORRS Co., I;Tp., have 
manufactured all the cables, and this firm is carrying out tlie 


33,000-voLT CABLE (FULL-SIZE SECTION). 


Fic. 1—A 0.2 sq. IN. 


laving and jointing. The joints are not of the usual lead-sleeve 
tvpe, but are made with gun-metal sleeves plumbed direct on 
to the lead sheathing of the cable. l 

The cables are laid in the footway where possible, but where 
the footway is too congested, they are laid in the roadway. 
The extra-high-pressure, 3-core cables are laid in the trenches 
18 inches apart, to counteract any possible heating effect, and 
the pilots and a thirty-pair telephone cable are laid between 
them. Fig. 9 shows the cables being laid. | 

After being laid, the e.h.p. cables will be tested at 90.000 
volts d.c., and the portable apparatus for this test will be 
supplied by Messrs. Henley's. The apparatus which will be 
used is the Delon.“ which is light in weight and of small 
capacity for such very high pressure. 

At the time of writing the greater part of the cable has 
been laid, i.e., between Nechells and Summer Lane, and the 
work has been very successfully carried out. 


Such are the grounds on which | 


THERMIONIC AMPLIFIERS. 


(Abstract of Lecture delivered at NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNr.) 


MR. J. R. BEARD, chairman of the Centre, presided at a 
lecture on February 28th on the above subject, which was 


delivered to the members of the NORTH-EASTERN CENTRE of 
the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS by Mr. W. D. 
QwEN, who, after briefly dealing with the basic principles 
of the thermionic valve, said it was important to study the 
characteristics of the valve in its simplest form, because the 
deductions drawn therefrom applied also to three- and four- 
electrode valves, which were revolutionising many branches 
of the electrical industry. By plotting plate current against 
plate potential a curve was obtained, half of which obeyed 
an exponential law, and the other half suggested the intro- 
duction of a limiting factor. From a series of such curves 
plotted with different filament temperatures, it became evi- 
dent that the limitation of current was reached when all the 
electrons emitted by the filament per unit of time were 
attracted by the plate, in which case no further increment 
in plate potential could produce a greater thermionic current. 
Immediately the temperature of the filament was increased 
the emissions of electrons became more copious, and the 
current consequently greater. Another limiting factor operat- 
ing was the space charge due to the cloud of free electrons 
in the immediate vicinity of the incandescent filament repel- 
ling their more recently freed neighbours back on to the 
filament. To overcome that space charge limitation it was 
necessary to increase the plate potential, and thereby accele 
rate the stream of electrons across the space. l 

It was thus evident that the successful operation of any 
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Fic. 2.— VIEW or CABLE TRENCH. 


thermionic tube depended upon the correct adjustment of 
both filament temperature and plate potential. Those ex 


'planations applied only to perfectly exhausted tubes in which 


the electrons were free to move without encountering any 
gas molecules, and the present day ''hard " tubes were o 
that description. The presence of gas even in small quantities, 
modified the phenomena considerably, especially when the 
potential was high enough to move the electrons with sufi- 
cient velocity to disrupt any gaseous atoms in their path, 
thus liberating fresh electrons and positive ions, which moved 
towards the plate and the filament respectively, causing 8 
considerable incrense in plate current. The introduction of 
one or more auxiliary electrodes to enable the electron stream 
to be controlled by some independent source would seem, m 
retrospect, to be the next logical step in the development of 
the valve. Unfortunately. the valve was another of the mapy 
British inventions which had attained their consummation 
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abroad. The speaker mentioned the simplest case of one 
control electrode situated either inside or outside the tube, 
but capable of exercising an electrostatic influence upon the 
electron as it left the filament. ‘lhe fact of supreme impor- 
tance was that a potential variation of unit value on the 
auxiliary electrode produced a plate-current variation such as 
could only be brought about by a very much greater variation 
in the plate potential; therein lay the secret of the tube's 
amplifying properties. 

‘Lhe lecturer referred to the amplification factor, and then 
spoke of the three-electrode valve, pointing out that one of 
its interesting applications might be described as that of 
& potential balance, or rather a potential lever, an arrange- 
ment for measuring high voltages. The positive pole of the 
supply to be measured was connected to the plate of the 
valve through a galvanometer or milliammeter, and the poten- 
tial of the grid was varied until no current passed, then the 
product of the grid voltage and the amplification factor was 
the required voltage. Theoretically it should be possible to 
modify the arrangement so that h.p. a.c. could be measured 
on the same principle, but as the method necessitated a 
potential divider capable of withstanding the full potential 
across its extremities, it was not likely to be considered as 
anything but an interesting speculation. The static method 
of measuring the amplification factor was not so satisfactory 
as the dynamic method. The plate and the grid batteries 
were connected to the extremities of. a variable resistance 
which, by means of a slider connected to the negative end 
of the filament, was divided into two sections R, and n,. An 
alternating e.m.f. was also applied as in a Wheatstone bridge. 
When the filament was incandescent there would be a current 
flowing in the plate circuit, and that current would vary 
about its normal value as a result of the alternating e.m.f.'s 
on the grid, but the plate would be subject to simultanequs 
variations of the e.m.f.'s 180 deg. out of phase with those 
affecting the grid. By adjusting the resistances so that the 
drop across R, was equal to the drop across R, there would 
be no sound in the telephones, because there would then be 
no alternating component in the plate circuit. 

The thermionic value had made possible many wireless 
devices, to say nothing of wireless telephony, and the sug- 


gestion was made that it would be even more extensively 
applied if its limitations were carefully studied when its 
possibilities in some new directions were being tried out. 
The lecturer suggested that it might be supposed that the 
impulse to be amplified followed the sine law, and that it 
was desired to reproduce those sinusoidal variations faithtully 
in all respects other than amplitude. That could be done only 
within the limits of the straight portion of the curve. If 
the amplitude of the e.m.f. impressed upon the grid were suffi- 
cient to take the plate current beyond the upper and lower 
limits of that straight portion then distortion would result, 
and if a point on either the upper or the lower bend were 
chosen as the normal working point, half a cycle would be 
amplified and the other suppressed. ‘That was a very valuable 


. property in wireless telegraphy, as the valve then rectified 


the incoming signal for detection and amplified it at the 
same time. The substitution of a three-electrode valve func- 
tioning as a detector-amplifier for a two-electrode Fleming 
valve would sometimes transform weak unreadable signals 
into surprisingly loud ones. 

The lecturer demonstrated the use of a three-electrode valve 
applied to wireless telegraphy, the messages transmitted from 
the Horsea station being picked up. He added that in practice 
it was seldom necessary or advisable to go beyond six or 
seven stages of amplification, because. in the first place, suth- 
cient magnification could be obtained for all practical purposes 
with very few valves, and in the second place, it became 
more and more difficult to control successfully a multi-staged 
amplifier as the number of stages was increased, owing to the 
tendency to interoscilate and set up howling noises. More- 
over, parasitic effects would all be magnified in like manner. 
Beyond four stages it was generally possible to use an elec- 
tro-mechanical relay, by means of which any desired recording 
instrument could be operated. The lecturer concluded by 
alluding to the application of the thermionic valve to the 
frame aerial, and described the latter. He said that it was 
quite conceivable that the ubiquitous three-electrode valve 
might eventually be supplanted by a multi-electrode valve, in 
which each electrode would have some well defined function, 
an working together harmoniously to produce the desired 
eſlects. 


THE ENGLISH ELECTRIC 


Fon a number of reasons the impulse type of turbine has 
found favour in the eyes of engineers and those putting down 
new generating stations. This type allows ample clearance 


between the moving blades and all stationary parts, since 


the steam pressure in each of the stages 1s the same on each 
side of the disks. This feature adds to the safety and 
reliability of the machine, as compared with the reaction type 
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IMPULSE TURBINE. 


THe ENarnisH. Etrcrnic Co., LTD., is now in a position to 
manufacture turbo-electric sets with capacities ranging from 
250 kW to 30,000 kW, although none of the largest size have 
been produced yet. These machines are of very sound con- 
struction, and some details may prove of interest to .our 
readers. The rotor shaft, upon which the disks carrying 
the impulse blading are mounted, is produced from a solid 
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Fig. 1.— LONGITUDINAL SecTION Tunovag ‘‘ Exnauisa ELECTRIC ” TURBINE, 3,000 R. P. M. FRAME. 


which involves very fine clearances. Further, the only appre- 
ciable end thrust on the rotor is that due to the surface 
friction of the steam against the moving blades, and this can 
be dealt with by a thrust block of comparatively small dimen- 
sions. The impulse turbine requires fewer stages to deal with 
a given range of steam expansion, permitting a short and com- 
pact design. 


steel forging, rough turned, annealed and re-annealed 
between various stages of its manufacture, and finally ground 
to gauge. The shaft is accurately balanced before the disks 
are fitted. The latter are produced from solid steel forgings, 
and, as in the case of the shaft, are freed from internal 
stresses by repeated annealing. The disks are of. a section 
to reduce to a minimum the stresses in the metal at the 
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hubs; they are securely mounted on thé shaft by means of 
supporting rings which are keyed into grooves in the shaft. 
The wheel hub does not actually touch the shaft, Meature 
which renders removal easy. The points of support are kept 
at the outer edges of the hub, thus avoiding contact at the 
centre of the disk where the maximum stretching due to 
rotation occurs. The moving blades are produced from solid 
nickel steel bar (fig. 2), and are machined to gauge, and 
finally polished to reduce frictional losses and liability to 
erosion. ‘The blade roots, which are of T ” section, fit into 
corresponding grooves in the periphery of the disk, the blades 


being inserted through openings, which are securely closed 
by wedge-shaped locking pieces. Correct spacing is usually 
obtained by means of distance pieces forming an integral 
part of the blade (fig. 3), but in some cases these distance 
pieces are separate parts. The blades are shrouded with 
special steel strips, tangs being machined at the ends of the 
blades to provide a means of attachment. These tangs are 
inserted through slots in the shrouding, and are riveted over. 

The glands at both ends of the turbine are of the carbon 


FIG. 3.—Types or BLADE, SHOWING DISTANCE PIECES. 


ring type, consisting of a series of graphitic carbon rings, 
in three segments, held closely round the shaft by means of 
garter springs, a space being left between two rings inside 
the gland, which is supplied with sufficient steam at atmo- 
spheric pressure to form a seal. The possibility of air leakage 
to the condenser is thus obviated. 

The position of the rotor is maintained by a Michell type 
thrust block in which a single thrust sleeve, carried by and 
rotating with the shaft, is held in register by means of 
stationary elements in the form of inclined pads arranged 
radially in the fixed portion of the thrust block. "These pads, 
which are supplied with a continuous stream of oil, provide 
a practically frictionless bearing, as there is always a film 
of oil between their inclined surfaces and the thrust sleeve. 
The thrust block is provided with means for close longitudinal 
adjustment, in order that the position of the rotor and the 


‘blade clearances may be fixed before the turbine is put into 


commission; when the adjustment has been made the block 
is secured in position by a special locking device. 

As regards the stationary part of the turbine, the casing 
of the high-pressure end is of cast steel capable of with- 
standing the high pressures and temperatures of the steam 
before its expansion through the first series of nozzles. The 
low-pressure portion is of close-grained cast iron. The com- 
plete casing is divided on the horizontal centre line, and the 
top half may be lifted without breaking any pipe joints or 
dismantling the nozzle control and governing gear, thus giving 
free access for the examination or removal of the rotor. The 
steam end bearing pedestal, which carries also the thrust 
block, is connected to the turbine casing. and is designed 
with freedom to slide in an axial direction over a steel 
feather in the bedplate, and thus to follow the expansion 
of the casing. 

The nozzles for the first expansion are carried in segmental 
castings Which are bolted to the cart steel cover at the high- 
pressure end of the turbine casing. Steam passages of the 
predetermined form are obtained by means of shaped parti- 
tions of suitable alloy cast in the nozzle plate. The nozzles for 
the remaining stages are formed round the peripheries of 
the diaphragms in a similar manner. 


Fic, 9.—STaGrs iN BLADE PRODUCTION. 


"The diaphragms are constructed of cast iron or steel, and 
are slightly dished in shape to stand rigid against the varying 
pressures exerted by the steam during changes of load when 
the turbine is in operation. For convenience in erecting 
and dismantling, the diaphragms are made in halves with a 
horizontal joint, the top halves being held in position in the 
cover by means of locking screws. The joints between the dia- 
phragms are held in place and made steam-tight by the use 
of bronze keys which engage both halves. The sealing of 
the central openings in the diaphragms, through which’ the 
shaft passes, is effected by means of labyrinth packing glands 
formed by soft copper strips, of 
knifegedge section; which are 
caulked into parallel grooves so 
that the edges point outwards 
und practically touch the shaft. 
Should touching actually 
occur, the thin edges ‘of the 
copper strips will be pressed 
back to u close running fit 
round the shaft without risk of 
damage to the machine, 

In operation the turbine is 
controlled by a powerful 
vertical governor of the totally 
enclosed centrifugal type. The 
governor pé que are freely 
supported on the vertical arms of bell crank levers, 
and are held in position by compression springs. . When 
the turbine is operated the radial motion of the weights 
is directly transmitted to the governor sleeve, which com- 
municates with a floating lever. The last in turn operates a 
small pilot valve controlling the admission of oil under 
pressure to the top or bottom of the oil relay cylinder. © Thus 
a drop in speed is indicated at once by a downward more- 
ment of the sleeve, which, by altering the position of the 


Fic. 4.—-EMERGENCY GOVERNOR RING. 


pilot valve, allows oil to flow under the relay piston, and 
lifts the main throttle valve until the turbine speed has been 
brought to the correct level. The reverse action takes place 
if the speed rises above normal. A speed adjusting gear is 
fitted to the turbine by which the speed may be varied 5 per 
cent. on either side of the normal while the machine is run- 
ning. This gear is useful for adjusting the frequency when 


FId 5.—ToorRED COUPLING. 


bringing alternators into step, and may be arranged for 
control either from the starting platform or from the switch- 
board. 

Every turbine is fitted with an emergency governor as a 
safeguard against the possibility of damage to the machine. 
should the main governor gear fail for any reason,. allowing 
the speed to rise to a dangerous point. This governor consists 
of an unbalanced ring (fig. 4) mounted concentrically on the 
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turbine shaft next to the thrust block, and held in position 
by means of a powertul compression spring. In the event 
of the turbine speed exceeding a predetermined maximum, 
the compression of the spring is overcome by the centrifugal 
force due to the unbalanced weight, and the ring takes up 
a limiting position eccentric to the shaft. This causes con- 
tact with a trigger which trips the valve mechanism, thus 
closing simultaneously . the combined emergency and stop 
valve and the main governor valve, shutting off completely 
the supply of steam to the turbine. The trigger is arranged 
so that it may be tripped by hand, if necessary. 

Oil under pressure. both for the lubrication of the bearings 
und for the operation of the main governor gear, 18 provided 
automatically by a small rotary pump, which is driven through 
worm gears from the turbine shaft. P. ds . 

Flexible couplings of the tooth or claw type are employed 
to connect the turbine and the driven shaft. The coupling 
is carried inside the exhaust end bearing pedestal, and con- 
sists of toothed steel sleeves (fig. 5). which fit over and are 
securely keyed to the ends of the two adjacent shafts, and 
an outer muff with corresponding internal teeth or slots 
which encloses the sleeves. - TD 2 

In addition to the standard high-pressure turbines, the 
English Electric Co. has developed special frames for tur- 
bines of the back-pressure, mixed-pressure, low-pressure, and 
reducing types. The standard frames are arranged so thut 
they are capable of simple modification in detail to meet 
specially the conditions and requirements of a particular 
installation. | | 

The foregoing particulars and illustrations are derived from 
a handsome brochure recently is-ued by the company. 
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. RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN TURBINE 
Am PRACTICE. Sod. 
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Br K. BAUMANN. 


(Abstract of puper read before the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL 
" , ENGINEERS.) 7 
(Concluded from p. 475.) 
Part IV.—MAXIMUM OUTPUT AT GIVEN SPEED. 


THE most important of the outlet losses are the leaving losses 
which it has been proposed to decrease by adding to the last 
row of moving blades a diffuser which converts the leaving 
velocity into pressure energy, but the increase in output 
which can thus be obtained from a given area of moving 
blades is very problematical, and the only effective method of 
reducing the leaving losses is to provide additional blade area 
for the last row of moving blades. 

The blade area can be increased without increasing the 
stresses by providing blades, the cross-sectional area of which 
increases towards the root. The maximum increase is ob- 
tained by tapering the blade towards the root in such a way 
that the stress in the tapered portion is constant. For an 
increase of 50 per cent. in the blade area, it is necessary to 
increase the cross-sectional area 65 per cent. and, to double 
the blade area. by 172 per cent. The increase in cross-sectional 
area can be obtained by increasing the thickness of the blade, 
commencing with a thickness at the tip of the blade to be 
fixed mainly from considerations of strength of rivets re- 
quired to hold the shrouding. The maximum thickness at the 
root is limited by the condition that the passage left between 
the blades must be such that the steam can pass without 
undue throttling. The blade area permissible for a given 
stress may be obtained either with a large mean diameter and 
a relatively short blade. or with a small mean diameter and 
a long blade. In the first case, the disk becomes relatively 
large and thin, and the danger of disk vibration must he 
faced. By adopting long blades, disks of small diameter can 
be made suiticiently rigid to prevent vibration, and, if the 
support of the blade is rigid, the possibility of blade vibration 
is greatly minimised. For these reasons a fairly large ratio 
h/D is preferable; the figure preferred by the author is h/D= 
1/3.5. | 3 ! 

The loss in efficiency resulting from the use of long blades is 
very small, and. considering that only the last few rows are 
affected. it is certainly not worth while running the additional 
risks connected with large disks, which for reasons of costs 
are not usually made of sufficient strength to prevent danger- 
ous vibration. In anv case, this slight difference in efficiency 
can be compensated for by providing a slightly larger leaving 


To obtain the highest possible efficiency with long blades if 
is desirable to varv the inlet angle of the blade sli^htly, and 
there is little additional cost involved in doing so. To prevent 
the vibration of long blades. it is good practice to provide 
intermediate lugs. which form a complete circle when the 
hlades are assembled. With relativelv long blades the fixing 
of the blade on the disk is the real limiting factor. owing. to 
the.fact that the root of the blade becomes relatively thin. 

In. the G.E. turbine (35.000 kW, 1.500 r.o.m.) installed at 
the North-West Station in Chicago. the blade area of the last 
row of blades is 73.3 sq. ft.. and the stress in a blade of uni- 
form Cross-sectional area is 13.6 tons ner sq. in. The bending 


 &tress in this blade wou]d increase this strese by at least 20 


* 
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per cent., but, owing to the increase in cross-sectional area 
possible with this parallel blade, the stress would be reduced 
in the ratio of 1.45 to 1.0, and the resulting stress is, there- 
fore, about 11.3 tons as compured with 6.0 tons per sq. in. 
obtained in multi-exhaust turbines of similar capacities. The 
ditheulties which are experienced in connection with these 
American machines, however, fully justify the more conser- 
vative policy which has been made possible by the use of the 
multi-exhaust principle. 

The fact that m the American machines steel of higher 
physical qualities mav have been used does not materially 
allect the position, as It 18 very risky to take full advantage of 
such properties, having in mind that these higher properjies 
are generally accompanied by increased brittleness which may 
actually result in decreased safety. Heat treatment by 
quenching turbine disks of 8 ft. diameter to obtain an elastic 
limit (unit of proportionality) of 24.5 tons per sq. in. 18 very 
doubtful procedure, and it is not safe to assume that the 
treated disks will be free from internal shrinkage stresses. 

It has become standard practice in. water turbines to com- 
pare rotors on the basis of their capacity for dealing with 
water at a given head and speed, or, in other words, their 
capacity for producing power by means of what has been 
termed '' the specific speed.“ 

‘lhe author reverts to the original practice of introducing 
into his formula the volume, as this gives a more rational 
basis for comparing prime movers with driven machines. 

His formula contains the simple relation between the 
specific speed and the. dimension, velocity and peripheral 
speed ratios, and indicates to the designer all the steps he 
has to take to increase the.speed of a machine. The estab- 
lished formula merely indicates to the estimator the approxi- 
mate speed of a machine for given conditions, t.e., for a given 
head and quantity. By means of his forinula he compares 
runners of all types of turbo machines on a rational basis. 

The advantages which are claimed to be possible with very 
high peripheral speeds for the last stage are not realised in 
actual practice. For this reason the author makes the com- 
parison, so far as steam turbines are concerned, on the basis 
of the leaving velocity, showing that the capacity of a turbine 
increases as the square of the peripheral speed only for a given 
ratio A/D. po ce i 155 

In 1912, the general practice was a more or less correctly- 
shaped exhaust casing without any attempt to guide the steam 
from the last row of exhaust blades to the exhaust port, which 
was generally of a circular shape, and the steam had to be 
distributed over the condenser surface by means of deflector 
plates. The circular exhaust port was usually kept as small 
as possible and was partially covered by the turbine cylinder, 
which overhung into the turbine exhaust. The flow of steam 
was thereby unduly throttled, and in some cases a drop in 
absolute pressure of as much as 2 in. occurred between the 
turbine blades and the condenser. 

Even turbines quite receBtly constructed are incorrectly 
designed in this respect. For instance. if 50 per cent. of the 
exhaust port is covered by the turbine cylinder extending into 
the turbine casing, 50 per cent. of the total exhaust area is 
rendered ineffective, and the losses are consequently four times 
larger than with an exhaust properly arranged. l i 

In figs. 6 and 7 (last issue) exhausts are shown in which 
the steam is directed by means of simple baffles from the 
last row of blades to the condenser surface in such a manner 
that the path of the steam is simple and short. Eddy losses 
are reduced to a minimum, and the steam is uniformly distri- 
buted over the whole condenser surface. | 

The demand for large and etficient turbines for large power 
stations has brought in its wake the various problems con- 
nected with the development of an efficient exhaust end for 
large turbines working at high vacuum, and the various solu- 
tions which have been put forward with a view to reducing 
the leaving losses to a minimum may be summarised as 
follows:— ... M 

(a) By designing a turbine for a lower speed (r.p.m.) any 
desired blade area can be obtained. Owing tò the large de- 
crease in speed usually necessary (i.e., from 3.000 to 1.500 
r.p.m. or from 1.500 to 1.000 r.p.m.) this solution is very 
costly, since it increases the cost per kilowatt of turbine capa- 
city. Moreover, it has an adverse effect on the turbine 
efficiency. | 

(b) By increasing the length of the blades and the mean 
diameter, the increase which can be obtained to-day is 50 
per cent. greater than that which was obtainable in 1912. 
Larger increases are difficult to obtain unless stresses are 1n- 
creased at the same time, and as a result of recent experi- 
ence the present tendency 1s rather towards lower stresses and 
higher factors of safety. 8 ; 

(c) By adopting the double-flow exhaust princinle the capa- 
city of the machine at a given speed can be practically 
doubled. However, in order to meet critical speed require- 
ments. it is necessary to adopt the two-cvlinder design. It 
inereases the cost of the turbine and the buildings out ot pro- 
portion to the gain in economy due to decreased leaving losses. 
. The author contends that the multi-exhaust construction 1m- 
troduced by tho Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co. meets the 
conditions. and the principle is. best explained hy means of 
fig. 17. The steam passes throuch the h.p. end of the turbine 
in the usual wav until it reaches the svecial diaphragm. D. 
where it is divided into two parts by the annular division 
ring E in the diaphragm. Passing through the outer annulus 
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F, the steam is expanded to condenser pressure, the shape of 


the diaphragm blades and that of the co-operating row of . 


moving blades at this part being suitably proportioned. In 
the inner annulus 6, the steam passes without appreciable 
expansion through suitably formed guide blades. Opposite G 
is the inner portion of the row of moving blades H, shaped in 
such ‘a way that the stresses due to the centrifugal force are 
within the limits fixed by the material, the. passages lert be- 
tween the blades being such as to pass the maximum quan- 
tity of steam with the smallest drop in pressure. ‘The shape 


inost suitable for this purpose is that of a blade with nearly 
10% per cent. reaction, as shown in the diagram. 

The steam then reaches the diaphragm J, which also has two 
distinct annular parts, the outer part K being suitably shaped 
to expand the steam to condenser pressure, and the inner 
part L to pass the steam on without appreciable expansion 


004 
Fics. l5 & 19.—ARRANGEMENT 
or NozzLE Boxes. 


Fic. 17.—MULTI-EXHAUST 
TURBINE DIAGRAM. 


through — suitably-shaped moving blades M to another 
diaphragm o, where the steam is expanded finally to con- 
denser pressure over the full lengths of the blades Q. Due to 
the difference in pressure existing in the inner and outer 
annular passages, a small leakage occurs through the clearance 
spaces between the guide blades and the corresponding mov- 
ing blades. This leakage is of quite a minor order, having 
regard to the large volume of steam dealt with at this part of 
the turbine. 

With this construction it is possible to increase the leaving 
area of the machine in the ratio of 1 to 
].6 with one additional row of exhaust 
blades, in the ratio of 1 to 9.9 with 
two and of 1 to 2.7 with three additional 
rows. The output of the machine can. 
therefore, be increased: over a consider- 
able range without the use of the two- 
cylinder construction. Adding to this 
increase the increase possible by increas- 
ing the widths of the blade towards the 
root, we find that if 5,000 kW is the 
maximum output for a single-flow 3,000- 
r.p.m. turbine designed for a vacuum 
of 29 in. and having parallel blades and 
a given leaving loss, the corresponding 
output obtainable from a modern multi- 
exhaust type turbine having the same 
leaving loss and factor of safety is 
20,000 kW. 

In the multi-exhaust turbine the 
steam 1s divided into two separate flows 
only when it bas become impossibie to 
deal with the whole of it in a single row 
of blades. This is not the case in the 
ordinary types of double-flow turbines. 
On account of the fact that ih a multi- 
exhaust turbine the steam quantity 
flowing through the high-pressure stages 
is much larger than usual, the efficiency 
of these stages is considerably higher than those of the corre- 
sponding stages of previous turbine designs, because the leak- 
age. disk friction and gland losses, &c., are inversely pro- 
portional to the output. : With the increased outputs possible 
with the multi-exhaust turbine, it is possible with Rateau 
turbines to adopt full admission, even for the first row of 
blades. and special nozzle boxes have been designed to this end. 

Turbines built in two separate portions consisting of high- 
and l.p. elements, the former running at a higher speed than 
the latter, increase the cost and complicate the running of the 
plant. In the manufacture of the multi-exhaust type ot tur- 
bine it is possible to derive considerable advantages which are 
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not obtainable with other designs. It is possible to construct 
different multi-exhaust turbine frames for relative exhaust 
capacities of 1, 1.6, 2.2, and 2.7 on the same mean diameter 
and with the same length and type of blades. It is also pos- 
sible to use the same set of patterns for moulding the turbine 
cylinders on all four frames. Thus, for instance, it was pos- 
sible to build the turbines illustrated in figs. 6 and 7, pp. 473 
and 474, on the same set of patterns, a distance piece having 
an axial length of 2 ft. being necessary to obtain the pattern 
for the latter frame from that of the former. 

During the period under review, the floor space for tur- 
bines per 1,000 kW economical capacity has been reduced from 
roughly 40 to below 20 sq. ft., and the weight from 14 to 
below 7 tons. For large sets consisting of turbine and alter. 
nator the tloor space per 1,000 kW economical capacity has 
been reduced from over 60 to below 40 sq. ft., and the weight 
from over 20 to below 15 tons. The total height of a turbine 
of 25,000-kW economical capacity with a condenser of 40,000 
sq. ft. can be made less than 35 ft. by bolting the condenser 
directly to the turbine. It is practicable to make the higher- 
speed turbine with a smaller weight per kW. capacity than 
the larger turbine. Present practice would indicate that the 
weight of the smaller machine would be about 10 per cent. 
smaller per kW capacity than that of the larger turbine. On 
the other hand, the manufacturing costs are about 20 per cent. 
higher per ton on the sinaller machine and. consequently, the 
cost per kilowatt of the smaller machine would be about 10 
per cent. higher than that of the larger low-speed turbine. 
This difference is, however, very small considering that tbe 
output must be increased four times to obtain a decrease in 
the cost per kilowatt of 10 per cent. On the whole there 
would be very little difference between the two cases as re- 
gards efficiency. Actually, however, the clearances are slightly 
larger in proportion on the high-speed machine and, conse- 
quently, the etliciency of this machine is reduced. Asa rough 
guide, this difference in efficiency may be taken as being 2 per 
cent. As far as the etliciencv is concerned, a turbine of 
10,000-kW capacity running at 3,000 r.p.m. would be equivalent 
to a turbine of 20,000-kW capacity running at 1,500 r.p.m. 


Part V.—GOVERNING. 

The use of oil relays for the operation of the governo 
valves is now universal for all large turbines. The prin- 
cipal disadvantage of throttle governing as compared with 
nozzle cut-out governing is due, not so much to the fact that 
at light loads the former is less etticient than the latter, but 
to the necessity in the case of throttle governing at by- 
passing h.p. steam to an intermediate stage in order to obtain 
loads greater than the economical load. Intermediate stages 
to which h.p. steam is occasionally admitted must be designed 
to stand the high pressures and temperatures as if they were 
h.p. stages. 

The conditions under which these interinediate stages have 
to operate are in reality much more severe than those to which 
the initial h.p. stages are subjected. 

The drop in temperature in the ipitial and in the by-pass 
stages for normal and maximum loads is much easier where 
nozzle governing 1s employed, and the variations of tempers- 
ture with load in the first and second stages, besides being 


Fic. 20.—STEAM CHEST AND GOVERNOR GEAR. 


sinaller in magnitude, are less sudden than those which take 
place with throttle governing. Owing to the practice for steam 
conditions tending towards higher pressures and temperatures 
these facts become of great importance, no matter whether 
the admission and overload valves are automatically or hand- 
operated. It is interesting to note that the practice adopted 
by the General Electric Co. during the period under review 
is exactly opposed to that which would follow from a con- 
sideration of the phenomena described above. | 
Most large turbines are required to give loads beyond the 
economical load automatically, and, in the author's opinion. 
ill commercial needs can satisfactorily be met by the use of 
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three automatic valves, with the addition of probably one or 
two hand valves to be used for emergency conditions. 

Figs. l8 and 19 show an arrangement of nozzles and steam 
valves and the allocation of loads to each valve and nozzle 
group. The only parts which are subjected to full steam 
pressure and temperature are the steam chests and the nozzle 
boxes. The steam chest and the governor gear are shown in 
hg. 20. The body of the steam chest consists of an inner and an 
outer pipe. The inner pipe to which steam is supplied from the 
main stop valve is provided with three valves, which admit 
the steam to three compartments formed within the steum 
belt between the inncr and the outer pipes. Each of the com. 
partments in turn communicates with a group of nozzles. The 
three governor valves are actuated by means of oil pressure 
under the control of relay mechanism Litted to governor valve 
No. l. Asthe load exceeds that which valve No. 1 1s designed 
to carry when fully opened, the spindle of this valve continues 
to move upwards, carrying with 1t a lever pivoted at one end 
and attached at the other end by means of a short vertical 
adjustable link to one end of a second lever, the other end of 
which is pivoted at a fixed point above governor valve No. 3. 
This lever moves in the same plane as the lever situated above 
valve No. 1, and carries with it a floating lever, which is con- 
nected at its extremities to governor valves Nos. 2 and 3. The 
springs which close valves Nos. 2 and 3 are so adjusted that, 
for an increasing load, valve No. 3 remains closed until valve 
No. 2 is fully opened, and for a decreasing load valve No. 2 
does not begin to close before valve No. 3 is fully closed. In 
like manner valve No. 1 does not begin to close on a decrease 
in load until valve No. 2 1s fully closed. 


Part VI.—REcENT STEAM CONSUMPTION GUARANTEES AND TEST 
RESULTS. 

In order to assess the economic value of various turbines it 
Is necessary to reduce their thermodynamic efficiencies to a 
common basis by applying appropriate corrections in respect of 
certain controlling features which enable us, for comparison 
purposes, to reduce the thermodynamic ethciencies of turbines 
to 8 common standard basis in respect of steam and vacuum 
conditions. In order to obtain a comparison on a wider basis, 
i. e., on the basis of the economic value of turbines, it is neces- 
sary to take into consideration corrections in respect of the 
output-speed characteristic and price, and in order to illus- 
trate the application of the above-mentioned correction factors 
for reducing a turbine to a standard basis for purposes of com- 
parison, the author works out an example on the basis of the 
published test results of a cross-compound steam turbine 
installed at the 74th Street Station at New York by the 
Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing Co.. Ltd. The maxi- 
mum continuous rating of the machine is 30,000 kW and its 
economical rating 25,000 kW, the speed of the h.p. turbine 
being 1,500 r.p.m. and that of the l.p. turbine 750 r.p.m. The 
author shows that the economic value of this turbine is 
equivalent to that of a single-cylinder machine of a capacity 
of 90,000 kW and a speed of 1,500 r. p. m., the efficiency of 
which when designed for standard conditions would be 74.06 
per cent. In order to illustrate the use of the corrections out- 
lined, certain published steam-consumption guarantees have 
been analysed and corrected in the manner nroposed, and it 
is to be regretted that only one test result on a large turbine 
has been published during the period under review with the 
necessary details to enable the actual performance to be 


judged. Part VII.—OperatTion EXPERIENCE. 


The trend of development towards larger capacities at à given 
speed necessitated, ın the case of single-flow turbines, an in- 
crease in the peripheral speed of the last wheels with a conse- 
quent increase in stresses. The ditticulties which have been ex- 
perienced, however, were generally not directly due to this in- 
crease in stresses, but to the increased tendency of the various 
parts to vibrate. These ditliculties have become of the 
greatest importance owing to the great losses which have been 
Incurred as a result of the various accidents which have taken 
place. It is the author's considered opinion that turbine 
development has arrived at the most critical stage in the 
history of the steam turbine, and a review of the difficulties 
experienced, together with a full and frank discussion be- 
tween turbine users and manufacturers, of the means whereby 
these difficulties may be overcome, will be in the interest of 
all, and will facilitate further turbine development generally. 
The principal difficulties which have been experienced are re- 
ported in detail by the author, who says that considerable d iffi- 
culties have been experienced due to distortion of the rotor 
and stator causing excessive rubbing. Unless large turbines 
are carefully warmed up so as to ensure a uniform temperature 
all round the cylinder and rotor. distortion is likely to cause 
rubbing. The uniform heating up of large low-speed turbines 
is much more difficult than that of small high-speed turbines, 
and to facilitate uniform heating un the rotor should, during 
the warming-up operation, be kept turning round at a low 
speed—sav, 10 per cent. of the normal speed. 

The difficulties can be minimised considerably by arranging 
the parts likely to rub independent of the shaft itself, so that 
the heat wil take some time before reaching the shaft and. 
when it does so, will be more uniformlv distributed all round 
the shaft. Thin sleeves fitting on the shaft are beneficial. but 
to be effective a space should be arranged or the sleeve should 
be of such thickness that it will distribute the heat uniformly 
all round the shaft. Another solution introduced by the 
General Electric Co. is dummy strips on the rotor, the strips 


being thin and relatively high. In case of rubbing, the heat 
will be generated on the tips of the strips, and as the cooling 
surface of the strips is relatively large, the heat will be ab- 
sorbed by the surrounding steam betore it is transmitted to 
the shaft through the thin strips. It is reported that these 
strips work quite satisfactorily, but they have the disadvantage 
that they cannot be replaced without taking the rotor disks otf 
the shaft. 

Trouble has occurred, particularly in connection with re- 
action turbines, directly due to the distortion of the turbine 
casing caused by the stresses resulting from the expansion and 
contraction of the steam piping, and diſliculties have been ex- 
perienced from the relatively weak support provided for the 
turbine bearing at the exhaust end. When the turbine was 
put under vacuum, the bearing support dropped considerably, 
thus throwing the rotor out of line. \ 

. The deflection of diaphragms may be due to two different 
causes :— 

(a) The difference in pressure in front of and behind the 
diaphragm. In this case the deflection increases with the load 
on the machine, and may become larger than the axial clear- 
ance between the diaphragm and the turbine wheel, causing 
violent rubbing. The complete wrecking of the 35,000-kW 
turbine at Boston, U.S.A., was due to this cause. ‘Lhe acci- 
dent took place when, due to a breakdown of another machine 
on the system, the large unit was called upon to supply the 
additional load, to which the governor promptly responded by 
causing the opening of the by-pass valve. The rubbing be- 
tween the diaphragm and the disk was so intense that it 
caused the welding of the diaphragm to the disk. The 
diaphragm consequently started revolving with the rotor until 
the two halves were thrown off, bursting the turbine casing. 

The actual deflection of a diaphragm composed o1 two 
portions, viz., the stationary blade portion and the remainder 
of the diaphragm, is the resultant of the deflection of each 
portion, and is very diflicult to determine by calculation, and 
past experience has shown that the diaphragms which have 
been used were in many cases much too weak. ` 

(b) The diaphragm usually fits into a groove in the turbine 
cylinder with a given radial clearance. At no load, or when 
the turbine is running non-condensing, the temperature ot the 
steam flowing through the last rows of blades is considerably 
higher than when the turbine is running under load. If the 
load is decreased suddenly, or if the turbine changes over to 
atmosphere, the last diaphragms will heat up much more 
quickly than the more massive exhaust casing. ‘The diaphragms 
will consequently expand at a greater rate than the casing and, 
if the clearances are not sufficient, the diaphragms may dis- 
tort in an axial direction under the pressure exerted by the 
casing in a radial direction. This will cause rubbing between 


. diaphragm und rotor, with disastrous consequences unless the 


turbine is immediately shut down. 

Considerable difficulties have been experienced during the 
last eight years due to the cracking of turbine disks, and it 
has been possible to avoid serious accidents by inspecting the 
machine carefully as soon as increased vibration became evi- 
dent and removing the faulty disk before an actual burst 
occurred. In another case, however, the turbine disk actually 
burst, primarily due to fatigue fracture which generally thkes 
considerable time to develop. This fatigue fracture is caused 
by the vibration of the turbine disk giving rise to consider- 
able vibratory stresses being superunposed on the static 
stresses due to centrifugal force and uneven distribution of 
temperature. With reasonably sound material, excessive static 
stresses would simply cause an elongation of the material with- 
out causing a fracture. High local static stresses, however, 
such as those which occur at balance holes, keyways with 
sharp corners, sharp edges or rough machining work in any 
part of the disk, or owing to faults in the material, are con- 
tributory causes. The vibration may be of the umbrella- 
shape, or the segmental type with two or more nodal dia- 
meters. The former is likely to be set up by some axial dis- 
turbance of the shaft such as may result from an inaccuracy 
of the thrust bearing or flexible coupling. The latter may be 
caused by the uneven distribution of the admission of the 
steam over the periphery of the turbine wheel, such as may 
occur with partial admission, or even with small inaccuracies 
in the stationary blades such as usually exist near the hori- 
zontal joint of the diaphragm. In such a case the nodal 
diameters rotate at the same speed as the disk, but in a direc- 
tion opposed to the direction of rotation of the disk. They 
are, therefore, stationary in space, and the disk assumes a de- 
formed shape stationary in space. There is evidence, however. 
that dangerous vibrations also occur in cases where the nodal 
diameters do not rotate relatively to the disk, or only at a 
speed lower than the running speed. Such vibrations may be 
set up by a slight vibration of the machine resulting from a 
badly balanced rotor. These various types of vibrations may 
exist at the same time, and greatly complicate the problem of 
predetermining the natural frequency of vibration by calcu- 
lation, and a good deal of research work will be necessary to 
clear up the situation. "AE 

Owing to the difficulties which have been experienced, due 
directly or indirectly to the use of high peripheral speeds, the 
tendencv towards the employment of such high peripheral 
speeds has received a definite check. During the war the 
difficulties were not primarily due to faulty material; if vibra- 
tion had not existed, the fault in the material would not have 
resulted in the fracture of the disk. It is proved, however, 
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that in some instances the faulty material did accelerate the 
fracture. The disk may easily pass an over-speed test of short 
duration, even if it is faulty; moreover, it 1s quite probable 
that the test itself may cause further local weakening. A good 
Indication of correct rigidity can be obtained by supporting one 
end of the stationary rotor on a part of another machine which 
can be rotated at various speeds up to the maximum running 
speed for which the supported rotor is designed. If any parts 
of the stationary rotor vibrate in synchronism with the running 
machine, there is a possibility of similar vibration occurring 
when the rotor is run. C a 

ln impulse turbines the disk is heated or cooled by the 
steam leaking past the diaphragm glands, and it is thus kept 
at a fairly uniform temperature except for the lag occurring in 
ihe heating of the more massive hub as compared with the 
time required to heat the relatively thinner rim. This lag 
may be considerable with large disks, but will be much smaller 
with disks at the exhaust end such as are shown in figs. 6 and 7 
(last issue). This point is of considerable importance for the 
l.p. disks, where the largest temperature changes occur, be- 
cause at very light loads the steam at the exhaust end may 
become superheated owing to the windage losses due to the 
long l.p. blades, and also because when changing over to atino- 
sphere the temperature may suddenly be raised from 100 to 
considerably over 200 deg. F. 2 f 
. In some types of reaction turbines disks are used for the l. p. 
end. The spaces between such disks are filled with stagnant 
steam, and when changes of load occur the difference between 
the temperatures at the rim and the hub may cause warping or 
vibration of the disks unless the spaces between the «isks are 
ventilated by steum at approximately the same temperature as 
the steam flowing through the blades. | 

There have been difficulties due to blades being stressed ton 
highly, and blades which are fixed to the turbine disks by 
means of a T-root have been particularly vulnerable, owing 
to the very high local stresses caused by the sharp corners 
which are associated with this type of fastening. ‘The principal 
ditlieulties here are again due to the possibility of vibration, 
which may be set up by synchronous vibration of the turbine 
disk, or by excessive vibration of the machine due to unsatis- 
factory dynamic balance of the rotor, or to unsatisfactory work- 
mg of the thrust bearing or coupling, or finally to a 
synchronous vibration of the blades themselves. 
the disease depends on its cause. | 

If the feed water 1s kept reasonably free from corrosive 
matter, particularly from CO, and oxygen, and if the turbine 
is kept free from moisture when standing, corrosion can be 
practically eliminated. ‘The feed water should not be exposed 
to atmosphere at any part of its cycle. To ensure the turbine 
being in dry condition when standing, the air pump should 
be kept running for some time after shutting down, and the 
steam space should be open to atmosphere to lead away any 
steam which may leak past the stop valve. It has been found 
beneficial to inject a small quantity of kerosene into the steam 
entering the turbine, which forms a coating on the blades and 
affords protection against corrosion. A TE 

Erosion can be diminished considerably . by draining the 
water from every stage so that it does not come into contact 
with the moving blades. It is also essential to prevent the 


accumulation of water in pockets and bends in the steam 


piping, valves and turbine casing. l | 
During the period under review. bearing speeds have in- 
creased on 60 to over 120 ft. per second, and bearing pres- 
sures from 60 to over 120 lb. per sq. in. hs oh 

The temperature of the oil should not exceed 160 deg. F. in 
any part of the system. - There is no necessity for water cool- 
ing, and this additional complication should be abolished even 
with large high-speed bearings. - eos , oe 
: The success of large turbines depends to a great extent 
on their proper treatment during operation. The principal 


object in starting up must be to obtain temperature conditions 


as close as possible to those existing when the turbine is run- 
ning under load, i.e., the h.p. end must be heated up whilst 
the warming-up of the exhaust end should not be started 
until a considerable ‘vacuum has been obtained, say, 20 m. 
(Hg). When a vacuum of 25 in. has been reached, the tur- 
bine should be started by passing a puff of steam through the 
governor valve, and should be kept running at about 10 per 
cent. of the normal speed for about 15 minutes, after which 
the speed may be increased to full at the rate of not more than 
10 per cent. of the;full-load speed in one minute. When the 
turbine is brought-to full speed, in order to effect a gradual 
stabilisation in temperature, the load should be increased 
slowly at the-rate of not more than 10 per cent. of full load 
in one minutee N „ STE 
The above particulars apply to large 1.500 -T. p. m. turbines. 
For 3.000. r. p. m. machines, the time allowed for warraing-up 
can be considerably reduce. X MU 
If vibration occurs during starting up, reduce the speed at 
once until vibration disappears. and keep running at the re- 
duced speed for some time. after which the speed may again be 
increased. Keep the turbine and the generator in good run- 
ning balance: if-vibration increases for no apparent reason, 
shut the turbine down and examine the rotors. . ^: ^ -- 


ool oe — 


Electrical Imports of Slam. — The importe of electrical 
goods and apparatus into Siam reached a value in 1919-20 of 
£121 790, a3 compared with only £86,563 in 1918-19. l 
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The cure of l 


NOTES FROM. CANADA. 


(FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.) . 
IN the Canadian House of Commons recently there was a 
debate on the subject of the canalisation of the St. Lawrence 
river, and it is reported that there was little opposition to 
the scheme except on grounds of probable cost. ‘Lhis matter 
has been the subject of exhaustive inquiry by the International 
Joint Commission during the past year. This Commission 
has held numerous sittings in very many cities and towns m 
Canada and the United States, and has heard many witnesses 
for and against the project; as has been mentioned before 
in these notes, most of the opposition comes from New York 
State (chiefly on account of the existence of the Erie Barge 
Canal and the large expenditures which have been made ou | 
it). from the railway companies, and from Montreal. 

To assist the International Joint Commission in its 
labours Canada and the United States each appointed an 
engineer to jointly investigate the whole scheme, and to 
report to the Commission; these engineers are supposed to 
have their report ready in the very near future, and probably 
within a short time afterwards the report of the Commis 
sion itself will be issued. 

This report will be of very great interest to many sections 
of the community, as the scheme is one of far-reaching im- 
portance, and if carried out and successful will profoundly 
affect Canada and the Western States of the Union. 

Primarily, the St. Lawrence canalisation scheme is one effect. 
ing navigation, for it is intended to enable ocean-going vessels 
to go right from the Atlantic to the western end of Lake 
Superior. The picture opened up to the imagination by such 
a project is one of possible tremendous expansion of Canadian 
trade. of the growth of towns and villages in the far interior 
of the country, of the creation of new lake ports, aud the 
increased prosperity of existing ones, and of (he rapid exten- 
sion of the already vast grain-growing areas of the western 
Provinces. 

The opponents of the scheme, of course, take a lugubrious 
view, and foresee vast sums of money expended on something 
which they are convinced will never bring in any retum. 
hence, instead of increasing prosperity, they prophesy a bur 
den of debt under which the country will languish for years. 

The above is somewhat of a diversion, so to return it war 
be pointed out that those who favour the proposal to make 
Canada's greatest river a canal claim that the water power 
which could, by suitable engineering works, be developed 
would pay by far the greater portion, if not the whule, of tbe 
cost of the entire scheme, and doubtless, if the cost were nol 
too heavy. so that power might be made available at reasonable 
rates, there would be much truth in this claim. The furnish- 
ing of approximately 4,000.000 h.p. to a region abounding in 
natural resources of all. kinds—agriculture, mines, forests. 
fisheries, game, &c., should, if rates were competitive with 
those in other parts of the world, result in wonderful develop- 
ment throughout the territory served in Canada and the 
United States (it must be remembered that of the 4.0. % 
h.p. mentioned about one-quarter would belong to the United 
States). especially when combined with navigational facilities 
communicating with a very large part of both countries as 
well as the outside world. vow 


.— REVIEWS. 


Motor and Dynamo Control: By W:-S. IsBETSON, B. Se., 
A. M.. E. E. Pp. viiit476: 174 figs. London: E. & F. N. 
„ Spon, Ltd. Price 21s. net. JM E 


"This book has been specially written for engineers who are 
engaged in the operation and control of all types of electrical 
machinery. i . ON 

It covers a wide range of subjects; the first chapter is on 
„General Principles," while the last one deals with Lubrr 
cating Oils and Mechanical Hints." The reviewer has searched 
in vain for any point with the slightest claim to freshness or 
originality. TE : "M 

In the so-called. theoretical portions of the work extremely 
elementary applications of Ohm's law and the relations between 
mechanical and electrical units are given. The formule are 
given in every possible way, the author evidently being of the 
opinion that his readers will be incapable of carrying out the 
simplest algebraic transformation. The practical hints are 
on the same level as the theoretical work. In some cases the 
hints given are misleading. For example, when dealng wi 
the. drying-out of machines, the author recommends that 
“ Immediately any smoke is seen, or excessive smell of charred 
insulation . . . is observed, open the main switch... (P 
197.).. This seems rather like locking the stable door after the 
horse has been stolen. The author might with advantage 
have recommended the use of thermometers. The instructions 
regarding paralleling d.c. dynamos (pp, 309 and 273) are m 
adequate. as the danger of a machine having wrong polarity § 
not mentioned... . .. s . .; . NECS. 
- The author seems to think that supennen are required for 
paralleling alternators (p. 274]. The operation is really vet 


a 
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simple, and could be performed by anyone of normal faculties 


after a few minutes’ tuition. 

Catalogue information is freely used, the notes on motor 
converters being a specially glaring example. All the matter 
and figures on this subject can be found in Messrs. Bruce 
Peebles’s pamphlet, which is itself a reprint of a paper by 
Mr. Saaler. | 

In his chapter on '' Alternate current Motors," the author 
seems to imply that for power purposes 25-cycle supply is 
better than 6U-cycle supply. This view will not be supported 
by engineers afflicted with 25-cycle systems. 

The figures consist of simple line diagrams, and the inevitable 
manufacturers’ stock illustrations. The ‘diagrams are not 
particularly well executed, and figs. 59 and 6U are poor. ‘The 
winding diagrain given in fig. 17 has a remarkable similarity 
to that given in Barr's Direct Current Engineering (fig. 
114). 

The English style in the book is hardly what one would 
expect from an honours graduate. The author seems to have 
very little use for verbs. One of his sentences(?) is Easy 
adjustment of brush rocker, yet secure fixing in any position 
by bolts easily accessible " (p. 224). This savours of Walt 
Whitman. On the same page he starts another priceless effort 
which runs to 87 words; the reviewer was keenly disappointed 
that the century was not reached. Under Fault Localisa- 
tion " there are weary lists of troubles which ought to be self- 
evident to the merest apprentice. "These are also tabulated in 
the manner of the august American poet. 

The book may be useful to the great army of untrained 
practical men, who are averse to thinking for themselves, 
but even to them it cannot be of much permanent benefit. 

The rewiewer has no hesitation in candidly expressing his 
opinion that any ordinary electrical pocket book y d a far better 
investnent than the work under review.—C. W. M. 


The Year Book of Wireless Telegraphy and Telephony, 1921. 
Pp. 1,355, illustrated. London: Wireless Press, Ltd. 
Price 21s. net. 


This, the ninth, edition has been increased to the extent of 
two hundred pages. Apart from additions to the articles 
which form, perhaps, the most attractive feature of the work, 
the standard features have been amplified and extended to 
bring thera into line with recent developments. An addition 
which is likely to prove of service is a nine-page list of schools 
and colleges at which wireless telegraph courses are given. 
Ihe information contained in this list includes details of fees, 
hours of attendance, and duration of course for schools in 
many parts of the world. 

In the Special Articles Section, the National Résumés ”’ 
now include notes on the progress in 1920 in Canada, China 
and Spain. ‘The Canadian notes are contributed by Prof. 
A. S. Eve, and it is stated that the most important radio- 
telephonic ‘event of the year was associated with the visit of 
the Imperial Press Delegation to Canada, when communica- 
tion was established with the s.s. Victorian, which carried the 
delegates, ut a distance of one thousand miles. Mr. F. E. 
Robinson deals with Chinese progress, which has been very 
rapid. The Wireless Telephone Signal Corps, officered by 
Chinese military oflicers, proved a valuable unit during the 
190 disturbances, when the telegraph and telephone wires 
were cut. 
in addition to these a factory is being built by the Chinese 
National Wireless Telegraph Company at Shanghai for the 
output of wireless apparatus. The remainder of the résumés 
are written by eminent men in their respective national fields 
and taken together form a valuable record of the forward steps 
made during the year. 

There are four special articles in the present issue; that on 
Valve Amplifiers for Shipboard Use has been re-written bv 
its author, Mr. F. P. Swann. The article which appeared in 
the last edition discussed the factors which governed the 
design of the three-valve amplifier; the four electrode valve 
was then in the embryo state, and it was recognised that the 
design put forward at that time was only a temporary measure. 
Since then, however, a great advance has been made, and 
the description of a four-electrode valve and its circuits is 
dealt with very fully. The details of the valve are reached 
through a description of the three-electrode valve and its 
development, and, by means of the diagrams given, the designs 
and circuits are not diflicult to follow. 

Mr. Philip R. Coursey, B.Sc., A.M.I.E.E., in an interest- 
ing and useful article, describes Some Outstanding Problems 
of Radio Reception, with Particular Reference to Interfer- 
ence." The author details the methods employed to eliminate 
or minimise tuned and untuned interference from other 
stations and from natural electrical disturbances or atmos- 
pherics. Dealing briefly with alteration of wave-length, not a 
very practical solution, the author passes on to directive recep-. 
tion and its advantages in connection with the elimination of 
interference by other stations. The prevention of interruptions 
by natural phenomena—a much more difficult matter—is dis- 
cussed, and the means of combating their effects are treated 
of, including the omission of tuning of the aerial circuits to 
the signals to be received, so- that the natural oscillations set 
up by the atmospherics will thus be given a different fre- 
quency from that of the signal it is desired to receive. The 


Three 25-kW stations are in course of erection, and: 


incoming signals, if their decrement 18 very small, will be able 
to force an oscillation of their own frequency jn the aerial 
circuit, and thus affect the tuned secondary circuit coupled to 
the aerial. This coupling must be a weak one, or the atmos- 
pheries will impulse the secondary directly. Thus at least a 
partial separation of signals from the atmospherics 1s possible. 
Variations of this arrangement are dealt with, and these are 
followed by descriptions of limiters as opposed to '' elimina- 
tors " of the effects of atmospherics. ‘lhe '' Kallirotron ”’ 
limiter, devised by L. B. Turner, is detailed and illustrated 
diagramuuatically. Several other devices are briefly mentioned, 
and the whole forms a valuable guide to the solution of mter- 
ference problems. 

Ihe Radio Compass " is very fully described. by Mr. 
Stuart Ballantine. Comunencing with the theory of operation 
of an ideal compass, the author passes to the modified theory 
of the compass in its practical form. This is a thoroughly 
technical article which takes into account an enormous number 


of factors. The remaining article 18 a survey, by Prof. G. W. 
O. Howe, D.Sc., of the Historical Landmarks in Wireless In- 
vention.’ Commencing with the experiments of Hertz in 


1887, progress is traced step by step, through the inventions of 
Lodge, Marconi, and many others, to the state of the science 
und art at the present time. 

It is impossible, within any reasonable space, to deal ade- 
quately with a work of this nature, but perhaps enough has 
been said to indicate its worth to all in that ever-widening 
field which was first opened up such a short time ago. 


The Theory of Direct-Current Dynamos and Motors. By 
JOHN Case, M.A. Pp. xiii+196; 122 figs. Cambridge: 
W. Heffer & Sons, Ltd. Price lds. net. 


This book, the author states in his preface, is intended to 
cover the gap usually existing between the work commonly 
dealt with in specialised books on the design of electrical 
machines and the work met with in text books on general 
electrical engineering. The hope is expressed that it will, in 
particular, be useful to men reading for an bonours degree in 
universities. 

The treatment of the subject is essentially from a theoretical 
point of view, no attempt being made to include an account 
of constructional details. While agreeing in general with the 
author, that such information can best be obtained by prac- 
tical experience, We feel that an ideal book should contain a 
due proportion both of theory and of practice. Many useful 
lessons can be taught from work of a more practical character, 
the interest of the student 1s more likely to be secured, and 


an appeal is made to a wider circle of readers. 


The greater part of the book is concerned with the theory 
of the operation of dynamos and motors, special attention 
being devoted to the consideration of losses and efficiency and 
to motors for traction. The section dealing with losses and 
efficiency, which includes a full account of the appropriate 
methods of testing, may be well commended. 

Numerous exainples, many of which are taken from univer- 
sity examination papers, are included in the book, some of 
which are fully worker out and others left as exercises 
for the reader. Those dealing with characteristic curves of 
motors and dvnamos strike us as being particularly useful and 
interesting. In a few of the worked examples we find numeri- 
cal errors, and in others the data might perhaps be improved, 
buf these are matters which will doubtless be set right when 
the time arrives for a second edition. A list of answers to 
the unworked examples might, with advantage, be added at 
the same time. 

The book is wel! printed and the figures are clear, though 
in a few cases the lettering on them is not quite in line with 
the text. 


— ——— — — V S — 


Lehrgang der Schaltungsschemata | elektrischer Starkstrom- 
Anlagen. By Dr. J. TICHMULLER. Vol. I; Schaltungs- 
schemata für Gleichstromanlagen. Pp. vii 131; 27 plates, 
9 figs. Second edition. Munich: R. Oldenbourg. Price 
68 M. 


The main feature of this publication is the set of lithographic 
plates, giving diagrams of connections of a wide range of elec- 
trical apparatus and installations; these are very clearly printed 
and easy to trace, although sometimes as many as 20 diagrams 
appear on one plate. The subjects vary in complexity from 
the simplest two-wire circuit to very elaborate power-station 
switchboards, with batteries and boosters, &c.—all for direct 
current in this volume. Three-wire balancing generator wind- 
ings of various types are illustrated, the Thury svstem of trans- 
mission finds a place, and examples are given of connections to 
fulfil special requirements. The last plate is devoted to a 
pictorial index to the sy mbols emploved in the diagrams, 

The text for the most part is directly related to the diagrams, 
explaining the purpose of these and pointing out possible modi- 
fications. A few paragraphs are of a more general nature. 
The plates are detached from the bound volume, so that they 
can be studied alongside of the explanatory text ‘without turn- 
ing pages. The work is certainly useful and, so far as we 
have tested it, reliable. 
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NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1921. 
(NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 


Compiled expressly for this journal by Messrs. Sgrron-Jonss, O'DsiL anD 
SrEPHENS, Chartered Patent Agents, 285, High Holborn, London, W.C. 1. 


3 „Variable speed squirrel cage induction motors and generators." 
J. C. B. Ingleby. April 4th. 
.9,837. '' Mechanical and electrical railway fog-signalling apparatus." G. A. 
Farmer, L. J. Coussmaker, and E. A. . April 4th. 

9,858. Apparatus for indicating approach of trains.“ E. A. Campbell, 
1. J. Coussmaker, and G. A. Farmer. April 4th. 

9,862. Continuous flow apparatus for manufacture in solution of pure 
alkali, &c., by electrolysis.” E. G. Vernon. April 4th, 

3,874. ''Switch und fuse contacts." Callender's Cable & Construction Co., 
Ltd., and A. E. Wilson. April 4th. 

9,877. '' Electric burglar alarms." G. Kirk. April 4th. 


9,881. '' Mounting for trolley poles," V. Spagnuola and M. Urbinati. 
April 4th. 

9,882. '' Wind-driven electric generating sets." G. Lambert. April 4th 
9,888. ''Sparking plug.” M. Prat. F e 


; April 4th. 

3,904. '' Adjustable telephone bracket.” T. W. Arney. 
9,909. Electrically-heated muffle furnaces.” Akt.-Ges. 
Cie. April 4th, 


9,910. ''Apparatus for suppressing upper harmonic currents in metal 
vapour rectifiers.” 


Akt.-Ges. Brown, Doveri et Cic. April 4th. i 
April 10th, 1920.) , eri et Cie pril 4 (Switzerland, 


9,911. “ Apparatus for suppressing upper waves in the direct-current circuit 
of metal vapour rectifiers.” Akt.-Ges. Brown, Boveri et Cie. April 4th, 
(Switzerland, May 15th, 1920.) 
oe. Installation apparatus for wireless telegraphy.” C. S. F. Mellor. 
April 4th. 

9,919. “ Electron discharging device." British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 
April 4th. (United States, October 22nd, 1920.) 

9,920. '' High-resistance conductors." British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd., 
and H. W. Taylor. April 4th. 

9.921. Current collecting devices for clectrically propelled vehicles.“ 
tish Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd., and C. McCready. April 4th. 

9,926. '' Decorative electric devices." H. H. Berry and C. A. Painton. 
April dth. 

9,933. Galvanic batteries." G. Oldham and J. Oldham. April 4th. 

9,934. '' Pocket electric lamps." G. Oldham and J. Oldham. April 4th. 


April 4th. 
Brown, Boveri et 


Bri- 


9,951. *'Cut-outs." Metallurgique Electrique. April 4th. (France, Sep- 
tember 6th, 1920.) 

1 Automatic circuit breakers." Metallurgique Electrique. April 
th. 


i (France, September 6th, 1920.) 
9,958. Electro- mechanical 
April 4th. 

9,959. “f Ships’ telegraphs, &c." W. Clark (C. P. Clark). April 4th. 

9.984. Railway signalling devices."  Atéliers de Constructions Electriques 
de Charleroi Soc. Anon. April 5th. (Belgium, January 3rd.) 

10,005. ''Sparking plugs." L. S. Clarke. April 5th. 


lamps." P. Blot-Garnier and G. Chevalier. 


10.038. High-frequency duplex signalling system." Western Electric 
Co., Ltd. (Western Electric Co., Inc.). April 5th. 
10.051. Plug connections for electric circuits.“ 


: : J. Hall & Co. and G. F. 
Ostins. April 5th. 


10,057. Liquid electric controller." R. F. Baerlocher. 
10.058. Drum type controller." R. F. Baerlocher. 


10.065. “ Electric relays." E. A. Sperry. April 
November 13th, 1914.) 


April 5th. 
April oth. 
5h. (United States, 


Pese Injection devices for internal combustion engines." J. Romeyn. 
pri Oth. 

10,098, '' Electric lamp for motor cars and cycles." L. E. H. Hill. 
April 6th. 


10.119. 


** Short-circuiting electrical devices." C. F. Killar. April 3th. 
10.133. 


Attachment for automobile dynamos for combining the action of 


lighting and starting." S. Gussin. April 6th. 

10,140. '' Apparatus for magnetising steel for permanent magnets." A. T. 
Scorey. April 6th. 

10,141. '' Electrical switchboards.“ Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., 


Ltd. April 6th. (United States, April 23rd, 1920.) 
10,168. ‘* Electro-refining glass furnace." W. G. Clark and L. N. Bruner. 

April 6th. (United States, April 6th, 1920.) 
10,172. ‘* Illumination control systems.“ 


Igranic Electric Co., Ltd. (Cutler- 
Hammer Manufacturing Co.). April 6th. 


10,178. '' Means for cooling dynamo machines." R. F. Baerlocher. April 
6th. 

10,179. ''Apparatus for registering telephone calls.“ E. H. Kinnard. 
April 6th. 

10,181. High-frequency telephone systems." Ges. für Drahtlose Tele- 


graphie. April 6th. (Germany, April 9th, 1920.) 


A Insulated conductors.” British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (Gene- 
cal Electric Co.). April 6th. 
R. F. Bderlocher. 


10,178. Means for cooling dynamo electric machines.“ 
April 6th. 
10.199. Device for testing sparking plugs.“ G. Burchell. April 6th. 
10,213. “ Device for automatically making and breaking an electric circuit 
with commencement and ceasing of speaking currents, &c." Telegraphon 


Ges. April 6th. (Germany, August 24th, 1920. . 
10,217. *' Regulation of high-tension cable systems." A. M. Taylor. April 
6th. 


10,239. ''Sparking plugs." S. P. Shaw. April 7th. 

10.241. Sparking plugs." J. S. Borrington, W. H. Lowth, and Lowth & 
Smith, Ltd. April 7th. 

10,249. ''Spring contact members for electric circuits on motor vehicles.” 
E. G. Mottershead. April 7th. 

10.261. Variable cheostats, &c." L. A. Gow. April 7th. 


10,265. Machine for undercutting commutator micas of dynamo-electric 
machines." G. Flower. Apri 7th. ; 


10,274. '' Telephones." E. A. Laidlaw and Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. 
April 7th 
10,281 H. J. Carter. April 7th. 


“Counting mechanism for eee 


“ Teletype machines." E. C. R. Marks (Morkrum Co.). 


April 7th. 


10.324. Wireless telegraph and telephone systems.” H. J. Round. 
April 7th . 

110.226. “Reception of radio signals.“ Marconi's Wireless Telegraph Co., 
Ltd. April 7th. (United States, April 14th, 1920.) 

10.332. Electrolytic apparatus. J. T. Niblett. April 8th. 

10,341. Holders for electric lamps, plugs, &c." H. J. Dean-Osgood. 
April 8th. 

10.365. Electric tumbler switches." G. H. Webb and W. H. Wood. 
April 8th. . 

10.372. ''Electric and automatic device for egg testing." H. E. Keogh. 
April 8th. 


10,394. “ Control of alternating current electric motors." Metropolitan- 
Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. April 8th. (United States, June 17th, 1 . 
10.396. Electromagnetic machines." G de Holden-Stone, April 8th. | 
10,398. ‘‘ Ignition devices for internal combustion engines." A. E. Lamkin. 
April Bth. 
10.399. „ Apparatus for regulating phase compere for asynchronous 
electric machines." E. C. R. Marks (Siemens-Schuckertwerke). April 8th. 
10.403. '' Lamps, searchlights, &c." J. G. Smith. April 8th. 
10.404. Commutators. J. E. Calverly and W. E. Highfield. April 8th. 
10,416. *' Electro-magnetic switches." British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 
(General Electric Co.). April Bth. 
10,417. “ Lighting fixtures," 
F. M. Cocksedge. April 8th. 
10,418. Electron discharge devices." British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 
and R. C. Clinker. April 8th. l 


10,433. “ Dynamo electric machinery.” H. E. Joel, April 9th. 


British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd., and 


, 


F. Bcardman. 


10,434. Combined safety coupling and buffer for colliery trams, &c." 
R. J. Haddon. April 9th. 

10.441. Electric switches," J. B. Tucker. April Sth. 

10,442. '' Electric switches." J. B. Tucker. April 9th. 

10,462. '' Electrical machines." S. B. Morgan. April 9th. 

10.472. Electric lighting systems.” F. W. Highfield. April 9th. 

10,473. ''Vent plugs for electrical accumulators, &c.“ C. Saunders and 


Saunders Electrical Co., Ltd. April 9th. 


10,478. “ Electric voltage regulators." E. C. Wilkins. April 9th. 
10,487. “ Dynamo electric machines," E. C. Hatcher and T. Rooke. 
April 9th. 
A Sa Electric conductors.” S. G. Frost and J. Erskine-Murray. April 
th. 

10,506. ''Cartons for storage, &c., of electric lamp bulbs, &c." A. H. 
Rippon, April 9th. 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications will be 
printed and abridged, and ali subsequent proceedinge will be taken. 


1919. 

160.475) Wireless direction finders.” H. J. Round. August 19th, 1919. 
(160,475. 

22,114. ''Pulleys for use with trolley poles of electric tramcars, and for 
other purposes." G. A. Bishop and R. A. Chadwick. September 9th, 1919. 
(Cognate application, 9,303/20.) (160, 478.) 

25,950. Electric heat radiators.” — A. F. Berry. October 22nd, 1919. 
(100,456.) 

28.315. Electrical seam-welding machines." E. Schroder. June 8th, 1918. 


(Addition to 133/700.) 


(135,212.) 
“ Electrical 


seam welding machines." E. Schroder. June 12th, 


Electric switches." H. F. Westney and British Ever Ready Co., 
Ltd. November 21st, 1919. (160,497.) 


29,296. Wireless receiving apparatus.“ C. K. Chandler. November 24th, 
1919. (Cognate application, 44.683,20.) (160, 502.) 

31.617. Electric welding." O. A. Kenyon. December 17th, 1919. 
(160, 518.) 

31,788. 


* Combined electrical and mechanical drive for a vehicle equipped 
with steam turbines, polvphase generators, and asynchronous motors." 


Mas- 
chinfabrik Oerlikon. October 30th, 1919. (153,270.) 


31,899. “ Electric furnaces.” British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd., H. C. 
Hastings, and N. Laycock. December 19th, 1919. marae: 
31.920. Electric switchboards." A. H. Midgley and C. A. Vandervell 


and Co., Ltd. December 19th, 1919. 
31,948. 
December 
32,006. 


(160,531.) 
* [rnition devices for internal combustion engines.“ 
19th, 1919. (Addition to 142.197.) (160,535.) 
* Automatically erated electric switches for controlling electric 
motors." J. A. Hirst and P. S. Brook. December 22nd, 1919. (160,54) 
32.132. Manufacture of plates or sheets by electro-deposition." S. 0. 
Cowper-Coles. December 22nd, 1919. (160,554.) 
32,371. “ Electric arc lamps." F. R. Boardman, R. V. Boardman, and F. 
Boardman. December 24th, 1919. (160,569.) ; 
22.372. Reflectors for electric arc and other lamps." F. R. Boardman, 
R. V. Boardman, and F. Boardman. December 24th, 1919.  (160,570.) 
32,375. “ Flectric arc lamps." F. R. Boardman, R. V. Boardman, and 
December 24th, 1919. (160,571.) : 
32,879. Electric cigar lighters and similar devices.“ Quain Electric Co., 
Ltd., and J. R. Spink. December 31st, 1919. (160,582.) 


1920. 

209. Alternating current track circuits for railwa 
matic Telephone Manufacturing Co., Ltd., and P. N. 
1920. (160,589.) 

467. Electric accumulators.” J. H. Green. January 6th, 1920. (180,535.) 

707. Electrical switchgear.” W. A. Coates, G, E. Gittins, D. R. Davies, 
and Metropolitan-Vickers Electric Co., Ltd. January 8th, 1920. (160,603.) 

1415. ‘Means for facilitating the timing of electric ignition apparatus of 
internal combustion engines.” F. C. Ewart. January 16th, 1920. (100,009) 

1,591. Electric condensers." British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd, A. P. 
Young, and H. L. Durrant. January 17th, 1920. (160,611.) 

1, 660. Elastic fluid ce „„ ME Co., Ltd. (Gene- 
ral Electric Co.). Januar 9th, . (160,616.) 

4,012. UA ap G. A. Fennimore. February 10th, 1920. (160.67. 

4,592. Flame proof boxes for switches, fuses, and similar electrical 
fittings." W. T. Henley's Telegraph Works Co., Ltd., and G. Gregoire. 
February 14th, 1920. (160, 641.) 


F. A. Smith. 


signalling.“ Auto- 
oseby. January 3rd, 


5,432. Electrically heated utensil." E. C. R. Marks (Landers, Frary and 
Clark). February 23rd, 1920. (160,645.) l 1 
7,799. Railway electric track circuits.“ W. R. Sykes Interlocking Signa 


Co., Ltd., and R. W. Tarrant. March 16th, 1920. (160,663.) 


8,244. ‘Electric motors for starting internal combustion engines.” R. 
Bosch Akt.-Ges. May 5th, 1919. (142,795.) . 
9,822. *' Flexible pendant electric light fittings." W. Broadbent. April 8th, 
1920. (160,086. : 

10615. i Spark plugs.“ R. R. Hill. April Sth, 1916. (141.7 0.) i 
11,150. “ Terminal electrical connections suitable for the sparking plugs o 
internal combustion engines." M. L. Williams. December 10th, 1913. 
Divided application No. 151,349.) (160,375.) 
11,624. RPS ark plug.” J. M. McHernan. April 27th, 1920. (160,093.) 
12.506. ‘Telephone exchange systems.“ Western Electric Co., Ltd. 
August 17th, 1916. (142,851.) 

12.943. Electrical connectors." Western Electric Co. August 16th, 1918. 


143,220. 

TER „Electric fuses.” G. Austin. May 3lst, 1920. (160,383.) 
16,399. Snap-action switches for electric lighting circuits." R. Alkan. 

August 19th, 1919. (149,940.) 2 +o 
18.680. Electric contact makers and circuits connected therewith tor 

railways and the like." N, P. Roe. June 2lst, 1920. (Patent of addition 
t granted.) (160,388. 

4417348. t . R. Pechkranz. June 97th, 1919. (146. 188.) - 
19,104. '* Pneumatically operated electric switches." W. J. non 

and F. Bushrod. December 90th, 1919. (Divided application on 150,778 
160,113. . 

) 12.10 * Brush holders of electric dynamos." F. Munz. April 5th, 1915. 
147,089. . 

425.503 “ Controlling system for simultaneously firing a number of guns 


from a central station." Siemens & Halske Akt.-Ges. April 13th, 16. 
148,771. 
21.389. “Electric induction regulators cooled by forced draught.” Akt. 


Ges. Brown, Boveri et Cie. July 15th, 1919. (149,284.) 
21,628. ‘Conduit fittings for electric conductors." H. 
Newey. July 19th, 1920. (160,711.) 
21.855. 5 Soc. Anon. 
July 31st, 1919. (149,342.) . : "E 
23.375. Electric motor for driving phonographic and other mai 
H. Wade (H. S. Mills). October 22nd, 1919. (Divided application on 154.11. 
160.715. 

' 237005 “ Pouring channels for electric and other furnaces.” D. De Luca. 
September 9nd, 1919. (Divided application on 150,532.) (159,803.) 11 
28.081. " Apparatus for separating or sorting fragmentary mei 0 
electric conductivity.“ H. L. A. Schweitzer. October 3rd, 1919. (151, 15 
26,901. High- frequency electric signalling." Western Electric Co., 
September 29th, 1919. (Addition to 102,503.) (151.928.) "EJ 

1,516. Electrical transformers." ^ Metropolitan-Vickers Electric 7 
Ltd. December 10th, 1919. (156,237.) 


March and W. 
Des Etablissements L. Bleriot. 
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INDUSTRY AND WAGES. 


It seems that the Government has had under considera- 
tion a suggestion for a systematic inquiry to be made 
regarding industrial unrest. There was such an inquiry 
held during the war, as our readers will well remember. 
The country was divided up into districts, lightning 
investigations of causes of disaffection were made, the 
pulse of the industrial community was felt, and the 
Government found out many things that it wanted to 
know at a time when it was imperative for all our 
industrial resources to be employed in bringing the 
war to a successful issue. We observe that the Premier 
thinks that there may be a good deal to be said for 
repeating that experiment, and he hints that employers 
and employed might unite in making the investigation, 
thereby, as on the former occasion, assisting the Govern- 
ment in finding out really what is happening in the 
industrial world. We observe that one member of Par- 
liament would like to include within the compass of 
such an inquiry the question of an equitable rate of 
wages, not only for one trade, but for the whole trade 
of the country. We are not surprised, however, to find 
that the Premier deprecates so wide an inquiry, and 
detects therein a source of great danger.. Profiting, we 
suppose, by the experience of the Government in its 
unfortunate bungling of wage questions when it was 
controlling the production of munitions of war, he adds 
that questions of wages are much better settled between 
employers and workmen. 

With regard to the proposed new inquiry, we fear 
that little good can be expected to result from it. It 
can hardly be said that the Government is in need of 
information as to the causes of industrial unrest, 
though it may be that the meinbers of the community 
who have to vote at election times would be better able 
to judge what influences are really at work amongst 
us if the whole of the facts could be suitably reviewed. 
There is a dangerous element working for revolutionary 
ends, and recent utterances of a delegate of the 
Electrical Trades Union (London) cannot be overlooked ; 
but we believe that the great mass of the people 
of the United Kingdom want to carry on their industrial 
and family life free from such disturbing elements. 
Yet they are most of them concerned about wages and 
probable reductions therein. They care little about 
inquiries respecting the causes of industrial unrest, and 
through their organisations they are strong enough to 
negotiate respecting wages. It is, as the Premier says 
far better for employers and workmen to settle such 
matters between them. What we are waiting for is the 
growth of a sincere spirit of inquiry and com- 
promise between employers and employed in each 
separate trade. Surely it has become plain to nearly 
everybody by now that if wages do not go down or, 
alternatively, production increase, we shall lose more 
and more of our trade, because our prices will continue 
to be non-competitive. At present, in some trades, in- 
creased production cannot be secured because there is 
not the demand; many selling prices have got to fall 
before the demand will return; vet unless we are to do 
business on uneconomic terms, selling costs can only fall 
as costs of manufacture, including wages, go down. 
Organised workmen may struggle to defeat their em- 


: ployers, and may succeed in wrecking the industries out 


of which they have hitherto gained their livelihood ; but 


there will always be the economic force to fight when the 


employer is done with. Both sides have to reckon with 
it—it is always there, imperative in its laws and in- 
evitable in its consequences. To kick against the pricks 
is to court discomfort, and to run one’s head against @ 
wall is not to damage the latter. 
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Mr. J. Annan Bryce, the chairman of the Metropoli- 
tan-Vickers Electrical Co., in the course of the speech 
which is reported in our ‘‘ City Notes ” to-day, referred 
to the growing hunian sympathy of the employers and a 
desire among them to maintain the improved standard 
of living promoted during the war, but he also showed 
that unless Britain could reduce its costs by an increase 
in output and greater efficiency and economy in every 
direction, the outlook for exports, upon which hitherto 
the prosperity of the country had principally depended, 
was dark. He showed also that the prophecy that when 
the working day was shortened the output would be 
maintained or increased, had, nat been fulfilled ; in fact 
` the output per man ‘fell iminensely and the cost in- 
creased. | x a | 

How can we,deal with so serious and so complex 
a situation? Is there no alternative to fighting 
things out? Must we repeat in other industries the 
process of ruination that ia proceeding in connection 
with the coal trade? , Maintain ‘high wages and an 
industry may perish in consequence. Indulge in a 
struggle, shut down the works, suffer privation to secure 
a few shillings a week less reduction when work is 
resumed, but drop a. few thousand more workmen into 
the sea of unemployment in the process—does such a 
course commend itself to anybody, having the best in- 
terests of the community at heart? 


+ 


Conferences are being held this week with regard to 


wages in the engineering trade, and we trust that con- 
ciliatory influences will get to work on both sides. The 
wage reduction proposals in this great department of 
industry are, it is said, being strongly opposed. It 
seems that the employers have suggested a reduction of 
6s. per week on time rates and 15 per cent. on 
piece-work rates and the abolition of certain bonuses. 
During the past five or six years when labour 
in this and many other trades has put forward 
its demands for advances it has often asked double 


what it expected to get. Negotiation, strained relations, 


general discontent and poor output, and finally com- 
promise—these were the different stages of the proceed- 
ings. It will be deplorable, now that reductions are being 
required in order that our industries may survive, if we 
are going to repeat the same irritating and nerve-wrack- 
ing procedure.. Why not short-circuit the whole busi- 
ness? Mr. W. O. Smith, chairman of the B.E.A.M.A., 
in the speech that we recently reported, referred to 
suggestions for wage reductions which originated from 
the employés’ side as one of the most promising signs 
of the moment. "The trade danger signals have not been 
ignored or misread. If this attitude were to develop 
in the interest of the community as a whole, and if em- 
ployers were to agree not to ask for too sweeping reduc- 
tions all at once, there would be an approach to the spirit 
of good will in which such matters ought to be settled. 

We want no battles with victory to one side or the 
other, leaving smarts which will revive the struggles 
at a later stage. We want a spirit of comradeship and 
co-operation which will recognise that both sides are 
human—the war has not developed a new divinity in 
either. - Er 


THE announcement made in our last 
The Electricity issue with regard to the constitution of 
Districts. the Mersey and. West Lancashire Elec- 
tricity District, together with that 
which we publish to-day regarding the North Wales and 
' Chester Electricity District, shows that the Electricity 
Commissioners have lost no time in arriving at their 
conclusions, and they are fo be congratulated not only 
on their promptitude—which, for a Government depart- 
ment, is unexampled—but also on their firm grasp of 
the situation and their courageous decision, especially in 
the latter case, to follow the course which unquestionabl 
serves the public interests most efficiently. | 
Their solution of the problem presented by the cleavage 
of opinion of the local authorities on either side of the 
Mersey is decidedly ingenious; a Joint Electricity 
Authority will be formed for the whole district, but the 


position. 


Wirral Peninsula will be temporarily partitioned of 
‘under the control of a separate Committee, thus becom- 


€€ 29) 


ing an area within a district.“ What degree of 
authority will attach to the Wirral Committee remains 
to be seen ; the local authorities concerned have gained 
their end—separation from the main scheme—and it 
wil be for them to demonstrate the wisdom of that 
course by their subsequent procedure. Doubtless they 
will act as an Advisory Committee whose advice will be 
followed by the Joint Authority, in which alone, we take 
it, wil be vested executive powers. The Mersey Power 
Company also receives a valuable concession, in that it 
will be (or, as the Commissioners put it, may be”) 
empowered to extend its operations into neighbouring 
districts. Both the Wirral Committee ànd the Power 
Company will be separately represented on the Joint 
Electricity Authority. This fact indicates that the 
Wirral Committee will not be one of the '* committees of 
the authority " to which, under Section 6 (2) of the 
1919 Act, the authority may delegate its powers or 
duties; it will be a body specially created to meet the 
It will be observed that the Commissioners in- 
tend to confer financial powers on the Committee, if the 
passing of the new Bill enables them to do so; and that 
a further inquiry is necessary before the order can be 
put into force. ' 
- Turning to the North Wales and Chester scheme, we 
find that the Commissioners have here made a clean cut; 
the interesting proposals put forward by the Chester 
Corporation have been swept away en bloc, for both tech- 
nical and financial reasons, and the Commissioners have 
accepted those of the North Wales Power Company in 

their entirety. The fact that the municipal scheme 

failed to secure adequate public support bears out what 

we have said on previous occasions with regard to the 

financing of such projects. The local authorities are 

willing to formulate engineering schemes—through the 
medium of their engineers—and to support them with 
lip-service; but when the hat goes round they look the 
other way. As we have pointed out, if they wish to 
own and control the supply and distribution of electri- 
city, they must be prepared to foot the bill. This point 
was strongly emphasised at the I.M.E.A. Convention last 
year. If they cannot do this, the matter must neces- 
sarily be left to private enterprise—for the supply mus 
be provided by someone ; and private enterprise will not 
come in unless it is assured of an adequate reward. 

In the case under eonsideration, the Commissioners 
have realised that by entrusting the Power Company 
with the whole undertaking, on the lines advanced at the 
inquiry, they will secure the development of the water 
power resources of North Wales on an economic basis, 
thus reducing the consumption of coal, and providing an 
ample supply of electricity for the whole area, and will 
at the same time solve the financial problem completely. 
A Joint Electricity Authority will be formed to exer 
cise general supervision over the district, encourage the 
development of electricity supply, and advise the Com- 
missioners. This is precisely the system which we have 
advocated; it may not be palatable to the local autho 
rities, but we are convinced that it is by far the wisest 
solution of the problem, and the one which is mos 
directly conducive to the welfare of the district. Fur 
ther statutory powers will have to be obtained by the 
Company, but will involve no charge on the public purse. 
and being supported by the Electricity Commissioners, 
should be readily obtainable. 

Now as to Yorkshire—but the inquiry has not yet 
been held ; we will wait and see. 


Tur meeting of the Electrical Trades 
Benevolent Institution on Monday dis 
closed a heavy decrease in subscriptions 
and donations, except those received in connection with 
the annual festival—the total being only £656, as com 
pared with £1,679. It is well known that retrenchment 
is apt to commence with the cessation of subscriptions 
to charitable institutions, but it is not right that this 
should happen; it is just when the times press retrench- 


The E.T.B.I. 


Val. 88. No. 3,966, APRIL 29, 1921.) 


eme Tr. A moe o 7 


ment on the notice of the well-to-do that their poorer 


brethren stand most in need of help, and the stream sf 


benevolence ought to flow in spate. It does not say 
much for our brotherly love that the comparatively small 
sums devoted to its service are readily cut off, whilst 
the vastly larger outlay on personal luxuries, ainuse- 
ments, &c., is maintained to the last moment. Can we 
not realise that it is a duty, as it should be a pleasure, 
to take care of our less fortunate comrades} 

If we will not do so in our life-time, at any rate let 
us make some provision to that end out of the material 
possessions which we cannot take away with .us. A 
kindred: institution in one year received more by way 
of legacies than the total amount of the invested funds 
of the E. T. B. I. A form of bequest will be found on 
the back of the annual report of the Institution. Use 
iti ` ; 5 di 
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We have many times referred to the 


Financial serious financial post-war position in 
Problems of which the majority of small electricity 
Small Com- supply companies find themselves. 

panies. Whereas before the war small com- 


panies, by very careful management, 
could be made to pay satisfactorily, post-war conditions 
have conspired to press them into a very awkward 
corner. The present restricted prices of supply, even 
though these be 10d. or ls., will often not bring in 
sufficient revenue to meet adequately the increasing costs 
of supply ; and this entails the obvious consequence that 
investors fight shy of putting in more capital. "The case 
of the small companies was very clearly, not to say 
eloquently, pleaded by Mr. P. D. Tuckett last week when 
speaking at the annual meeting of the Urban Company, 
which includes a large nuinber of typical cases of small 
undertakings. By an especial irony, many of these 
undertakings, as Mr. Tuckett pointed out, are precluded 
from enjoying a general increase in maximum charge 
under Section 32, and have to content themselves with 
felief under the Statutory Increase of Charges Act, 
which confessedly is inadequate and cannot properly 
meet the cases at all. 
schemes give very scant promise of any benefit. In the 
first place, the majority of small undertakings are more 
or less out of the run of big towns, and in many cases 
in positions where a bulk supply cannot reach them for 
many @ year to come. Moreover, the fact that under- 
takings in a District would hage to subscribe to the 
administrative expenses of the Joint Authority, and, if 
they took a bulk supply, be responsible for making up 
deficits, makes poor, sinall companies feel chilly at the 
prospect. Again, there is the possibility that the Joint 
Authority itself might pick up any plum on the fringe 
or compete in some such way. Altogether there is no 
doubt that small companies must be treated as a case by 
thernselves. The most pressing need under the existing 
conditions, as Mr. Tuckett pointed out, is for a wide 
latitude to be allowed over prices. The legal disabilities 
of companies which cannot apply under Section 32 must 
be removed, and the period of revision of prices must 
be much reduced from the present term of five years. 
Some clauses towards this end are embodied in the 
Electricity Supply Bill now before the House of Com- 
mons. But the strong opposition evoked by the Joint 
Authority finance part of the Bill makes its passage any- 
thing but a certainty. In case of its rejection, the best 
course would be for all the small companies labouring 
under these disabilities jointly to proníote a Bill solely 
dealing with this point, which, as it would be a measure 
simply to regularise anomalous cases, should practically 
bs sure of the support of the Elec tricity Commissioners. 
This would help to some extent, and in other ways the 
Commissioners tight relax, as far as lies in their power 
(and there is a new legislative latitude in the 1919 Act), 
restrictions which might in one or another case stand in 
the way of development; in particular, an extension of 
tenure is almost indispensable if fresh capital is to be 
attracted into the business. Curiously, in respect of 
price, these statutory companies suddenly find themselves 
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at a great disadvantage in comparison with the non- 
statutory ones, which are unrestricted as to price. There 
certainly ought not to be a premium upon being 
unautborised. Again, in determining increased charges, 
the financial advisers of the Commissioners might well 
regard small companies as being on a special footing. 

The mere fact that they may for the moment be paying 
a dividend of 8 or 6 or 7 per cent. ought not to weigh 
as in the case of big companies. The absolute revenue 
of a small company is so little in total that it only 
requires a breakdown or an all-round rise in wages 
and salaries for the dividend to be wiped out altogether. 
The prices allowed bv the Commissioners should be fixed 
not only with regard to the profit at the moment, but 
also with due consideration of the precarious state of 
the financial side of the undertaking. As things are, a 
small company cannot raise further ‘capital until it pays 
a satisfactory dividend—but if it does so, then down 
comes the possible increase in maximum price. In a 
word, small companies must be assisted to pay a good 
dividend, otherwise the public will suffer sooner or later 
—to say nothing about justice to the original share- 
holders. If there is one case more than another where 
the Electricity Commissioners should regard themselves 
as acting zu loco parentis it is the case of small com- 
panies. If only these and similar anomalies can be put 
right there is no reason why small companies should not 
get on their feet again and achieve general success. 
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ELsEWHERE we print an account of 
the mode of procedure of the Approval 
Laboratory of the Hydro-Electric Power 
Commission of Ontario in respect of the 
testing and approval of electrical installation materials 
and apparatus. Those of our readers who were our 
readers before the war will remember that in those far-off 
days we did our best to induce British manufacturers to 
take an interest in the great market open to them in the 
Dominion, and that this question of approval was one 
of the most pressing problems awaiting solution. At 
that time the Underwriters’ Laboratories, Inc., of 
Chicago, carried out the tests, and the National Board 
of Fire Underwriters laid down the law for the whole 
of North America; to meet the needs of British firms, 
in 1913 Messrs. Heap and Digby were appointed en- 
gineers in Great Britain to the Underwriters’ Labora- 
tories, but that arrangement has lapsed. Evidently 
the Hydro-Electric Commission felt the urgent necessity 
of setting up a testing department of its own, of which 
we are now able to give an account. We commend the 
matter to the notice of British manufacturers who wish 
to sell electrical accessories in the Province of Ontario. 

But while this arrangement liberates our manufac- 
turers to some extent from the control of an alien in- 
stitution (against which we have not a word to say, but 
whose autocratic control was always somewhat distaste- 
ful to us), it does not really meet our needs. The only 
way to do that is to set up a British National Proving 
House. whose label shall be a guarantee of the 
quality of British goods throughout the world. The 
case for the Proving House has been debated in our 
columns, at the Institution of Electrical Engineers, at 
the Councils of the B.E.A.M.A., and elsewhere; the 
Board of Trade supports it, the National Physical 
Laboratory will co-operate with it—in fact, it is unani- 
mously called for—yet nothing tangible has been done. 
Only a few weeks ago. at the annual dinner of the 
I.E.E., Sir Frank Heath, sec retarv of the Department 
of Scientific and Industrial Research, stated that we 
should soon have a National Proving House. It is to be 
regretted that the veil of silence is so persistently drawn 
over the progress of the scheme. lt is high time that 
the industry, which has waited so long for & most 
necessary aid to its functions, should at least be told 
how much longer it will have to curb its impatience. 

D 


Canadian 
Trade. 
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MONTHLY GENERATING STATION COSTS. 


By "INTERESTED." 


IN recording accurate coste, municipal electricity supply 
stations have many difficulties to overcome, not the least of 
which is payment made direct by the accountant’s depart- 
ment and not actually passing through the books at the works. 
A proper system arranges for every account to bear the 
initials or signature of the engineer before being passed for 
payment. But, even with the best intentions in that 
direction, mistakes do occur when accounts are presented to 
the Council for payment without cognisance of the works 
clerical staff, the first intimation being the appearance of 
such amounts in the Council agenda. This refers equally 
to capital as well as revenue accounts. Particularly when 


Ledger 
folio 


i] 
] Weekly Cos! Book 


(5 weeks) JUNE. 1920 


Particulars 


| Standing Charges 


Petty Cash and Pos lage 


Sundry ajcs : — 


| i 
4 
=} + 
E ! 
BEN 
| | 
| 3 mme 
Beivate fons | 
Public Light | | 
Meter Rental | 
Motor & Trans. fi | | 
L "iae MÀ | 


| 
| 
- 
| i 


| 
| | Totals 
| | | 
| | | | 
- Eu 
Ad SS : 


— 


ae SS — À———— ————— — = = = = = x - 
p aM — — — —— = — —— — 
| 
Í 
i 
— - — — 4 


f 
——— 


extensions are in progress, the borough surveyor may put 
forward certain certificates for payment from the funds of 
the electricity department, and a common practice in some 
districts is for rates and taxes to be passed by a Committee 
other than the Electricity Committee. 

During the times of ever-increasing charges, it is impera- 
tive that complete detailed costs be presented at least 
monthly, and an essential point is that no item which has 
been paid direct in the above-mentioned manner should 
be omitted. Herewith is an illustrative description of a 
method of recording supply-station costs each month which 
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has satisfactorily passed a three months’ trial in a station 
where most of the actual financial work is undertaken from 
the town hall. 

The illustration shows a deep pattern book ruled with a 
number of cash columns. Headings are written in ag 
required. This shows a fair saving in the cost when 
ordering the book, and the writing does not occupy much 
time at the end of each month. Also this method allows 
for alterations being made from time to time when 
necessary in the arrangement of headings. 

Of the side headings the first is works costs. 
are transferred from the weekly cost book, a description of 
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which was recently published in the columns of the 
ELECTRICAL Review. The second is standing charges. 
These are proportioned from the sums shown in annual 
estimates or from the previous year’s accounts, and include 
such items as rent, rates, taxes, insurance, engineers’, and 
proportion of Town Hall legal and financial staffs’ salaries, 
which are usually charged to the electricity department, 
likewise certain printing and stationery at the Town 
Hall and charged against the department. Any adjust 
ment, such as the unlikely reduction in rates and tares, 15 
made in the last month of the year, but for all practical 
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purposes the sums thus proportioned from previous years’ 
accounts and current year’s estimates ure us uccurate as it is 
possible to obtain the figures under the circumstances. In 
dealing with most of these items it is sufficient to take one- 
twelfth of each sum for the month, but in a few cases a 
better plan is to proportion the monthl y sums nearer to the 
relative figure received for the sale of energy, which, of 
course, varies from month to month. However, that is a 
matter for individual opinions—which sometimes differ. 


The third of the side headings represents petty cash and 
postage duly apportioned to the various sections, The 


. remaining space of the top half of the book is utilised for 


sundry accounts such as coal cartage, repairs to plant, 
buildings, advertisements, &c. These entries are made at the 
time accounts are passed ‘for payment, and the space allows 
for additions at any time for those accounts mentioned 
above, which are sometimes paid direct by the accountant 
without first being presented to the engineer for passing. 
The lower half of the pattern is reserved for an estimate 
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ON REVIVING EXHAUSTED DRY. 
BATTERIES. 


By ‘‘ VOLTMAN." 


It has always seemed to the writer that the discarding 
of the average dry cell when dead " is an outstanding 
piece of wasteful practice. On the other hand, the wet 
Leclanché cell, with its renewable zinc rod and almost 
inexhaustible porous pot, is a much more economical 
proposition. Out of a dry cell one may get back only 
25 per cent. of the capital value represented in it, 
whereas from a wet cell as much as 75 per cent. is pro- 
bably obtainable. In the former case one has to scrap 
a large piece of sheet zinc, a sound carbon rod, and a 
lot of chemical material which, as experiments prove, 
is not so worthless as it may appear. The idea of a re- 
chargeable dry cell is an old one—that is, rechargeable 
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of revenue received during the month, and for a comparative 
summary of both income and expenditure. By making 
proportional adjustments in the previous year's figures for 
revenue received compared with present increase or decrease 
of unite output to mains, it is possible to arrive at a fairly 
close estimate of the actuel revenue due for the month for 
inclusion in the statement just mentioned. 

| Figures presented in this form illustrate clearly during 
which months of the year profit is made. and are useful as 
arguments in favour; of quoting low prices for long-hour 
consumers, 


on the accumulator principle, though no one appears to 
have made it commercially practicable; nevertheless the 
writer has found that some cells, notably the Hellesen 
and Siemens, take quite a good and useful recharge if 
connected up through one or two lamps passing from. 5 to 
75 amp. for a period of from eight to ten hours. The 
carbon pole of the cell should be connected to the positive 
of the circuit. The effect is curious and interesting as, 
up to a point, the dry cell behaves like a lead accumu- 
lator. Immediately after charging. each cell will show 
a super-voltage up to 1.75 V per cell. This is probably 
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due to the presence of nascent oxygen and hydrogen in 
the cell, and, when these gases combine the extra voltage 
disappears, but the voltage will still remain somewhere 
about normal for a new cell, and the internal resistance 
is beneficially reduced. Furthermore, the active ma- 
terial, depolariser, &c., in the cell would appear to be 
restored by electrolytic action in a way that renders it 
capable of doing more work. Certainly, the results 
seem to show that it would pay to give large cells a reviv- 
ing ‘‘ charge-up at intervals of a month or six weeks. 

Apart from passing a current through the cells, ex- 
periments on“ doping ” them with an oxidising reagent 
have given by no means negligible results. Trials were 
made with some very old cells, a hole first being bored 
through the pitch sealing to introduce the “ dope.“ 
The best results were obtained with strong solutions re- 
spectively of permanganate of potash and hydrogen per- 
oxide, and at the same time injecting some sal-ammoniac 


solution. In all cases the results were beneficial, and the 
cells were capable of giving a useful output for many 
months. 

The writer has in use now an example of a ‘‘ doped " 
dry cell at least ten years old, vigorously working a 
house bell. Until treated it was stone dead. The card- 
board cover was stripped off the zinc, and a couple of 
dozen holes were bored with a gimlet through the shell—a 
very easy matter. It was then placed in a household 
jam jar along with the doping solution, and some sal- 
ammoniac. It now forms as efficient a wet“ cell as 
one could wish for. 

[It has been said that the charging of Leclanché 
cells is a dangerous process, owing to the possibility of 
the formation of highly explosive compounds. The 
opinions of chemical experts on this point would be wel- 
come; it would be interesting to know whether such 
action had actually been observed.—Eps.] 


THE RIBADELAGO HYDRO-ELECTRIC 


SCHEME. 


By E. SCOTT RIVETT. 


In view of the growing interest evinced by British en- 
gineers and manufacturers in hydro-electric develop- 
ments, I think I am justified in asking for more pub- 
licity for the following figures than they received in 
their Spanish forin. Further, at the present time there 
is a lack of available data referring to the capital costs 
of water-power plant, and while I do not suggest that 
10,000-kW hydraulic schemes are likely to be common 
objects of the English countryside—the seaside is 
another matter—I am hopeful that British engineers 
in Indian and Colonial fields will find this rough trans- 
lation of Senor. Oliver's report of more than passing 
interest and of some usefulness. 

Senor B. Oliver y Roman, a Spanish civil engineer, 
has recently published a report and estimate on a hydro- 
electric project on the river Tera in the Province of 
Zamora, in N.W. Spain. He takes us very fully into 
his confidence in the preparation of the estimate, and 
I have therefore given that part in some detail, but 
I have omitted a good deal of his description of the 
surrounding country which is depicted at great length 
and with true patriotic zeal. 

The demand for electricity comes from the district 
of Valladolid, which at the present time is inadequately 
supplied. Also, the district of Ponferrada is crying 
aloud for power for the transportation of its coal and 
iron, and for use in smelters. There is also a likelihood 
of electrochemical industries being established. In view 
of this demand, Senor Oliver was commissioned to 
report on the utilisation of the Ribadelago Falls on the 
river Tera, among the mountains known as the Sierra 
Cabrera and Sierra Segundera. 

At the commencement of his labours Senor Oliver 
met with difficulties. The determination of the flow 
of the river Tera cannot be based upon direct readings, 
because none have been taken. This is not surprising, 
for the district in question lies at a very high elevation, 
suffers very severe winters, and is absolutely unin— 
habited.“ He began to have readings taken without 
delay, but as an immediate basis for his calculations 
he applied the results obtained in gauging stations 
situated in other river vallevs under analogous condi- 
tions. He arrived at the following conclusions : — 

1. The annual average flow of the river Tera at the 
point chosen is equivalent to 50 litres per second per 
kilometre of the valley. 

2. The variations of this flow during the vear are 
insignificant, and can be neutralised, if desired, bv 
making use of some small lakes in the neighbourhood 
as storage pools. 

The rainfall figures taken for many years past in 
an adjacent vallev gave an equivalent of 45 litres per 
second, and as the catchment area of the Tera valley 


is 50 sq. kilometres, Senor Oliver felt himself justified 
in asking the Government for a concession of 2,000 litres 
per second. This has been granted. The working head 
at the power house was calculated at 575 metres (I, 887 
feet), which, with a flow of 2,000 litres pef second 
(10.62 cusecs), will develop 12,700 h.p. 

Headworks.—The only headworks necessary consist 
of some slight clearing of the channel and a small dan, 
to be placed at a point just below the confluence’ or the 
Tera with a small stream called the Lacillo, at an alti- 
tude of 1,650 metres (5,410 ft.) above sea level. The 
maximum height of this dam will be 10 ft. ana ita 
length 90 ft. The cost of the headworks is estimated 
at 27,010 pesetas (£1,080, at par), use being made of 
the granite which abounds on the site. 

Canal and Tunnel.—The site of the power house is 
about four miles from the headworks, and the water 
will be conveyed by a canal having an inclination of 
1 in 2,000, and opening out into a storage bay at the 
power house end. Owing to the extremely rough nature 
of the ground, only about 530 metres of the canal vill 
be open to the sky, the remainder (5,850 metres) being 
in tunnel. On this point Senor Oliver naively remarks, 
The difficulties of boring a tunnel through this granite 
mass are simply due to the hardness and compactness 
of the rock." The open canal has to be roofed in 
places as a precaution against rock-falls. The estimate 
tor the open canal is as follows :— 


Pesetas £ 
l 000 metres cube of excavation in hard rock 
at 5 pesetas per metre cube .. " 5,000 20 
150 metres cube hydraulic concrete at 40 
pesetas per metre cube 20. . 6.000 240 
Roofing, Ke. 2,000 8⁰ 


Pesetas 13,000 — £520 

The cost of boring the tunnel and facing with hydrau- 
lic concrete is estimated at 150 pesetas (.£6) per linear 
metre, giving a total of 5,850 x £6 = £35,100 for the 
tunnel alone. 

Pipe-line. —With regard to the pipe line Senor Oliver 
studied three methods :— 

1. Two steel pipes each conveying 1,000 litres per 
second. 

2. One steel pipe only, carrying 2,000 litres per 
second. ', 

3. One circular tunnel of 1 metre diameter, bored 
through hard granite rock. 

He decides on the tunnel method because of the higher 
cost of steel pipe, and on account of the ruggedness of 
the ground. (Personally, I think Senor Oliver's pro 
fession of civil engineer influenced his decision.) 

This tunnel pipe line will be first bored at a diameter 
of 1. 6 metres and then faced with hydraulic cement to 
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give a diameter of 1 metre. The cost is estimated at 
125 pesetas (£5) per linear metre (£2 10s. for boring, 
and £2 10s. for facing). Pose £ 


2,400 linear metres of tunnel at 125 ee 


per metre ie 3 300,000 12,000 
Auxiliaries and accessories .. 00,000 2,400 
Steel-plate pipe for distribution of water 

within the power-house 40,000 1,600 


Pesetas 400,000 000 £16,000 000 


Power House Building.—The site of the power house 
has been chosen on the north shore of lake Sanabria, 
where there is a suitable foundation. The altitude is 
such that the turbine shafts will be 1,030 metres (3,380 
feet) above sea level. In estimating the cost or the 
power house building Senor Oliver says: ''As we are 
here concerned with & simple and easily constructed 
building, and as, further, there is abundance of good 
stone close at hand, we are justified in adopting the 
figure of 10 pesetas per kW installed, including in this 
the cost of an overhead crane, and also the tail race 
channel, the last being a very insignificant item.“ As 
the plant will consist of three sets of 4,700 kW each 
(one set always to be held in reserve), the estimate for 
the power house building will be 4,700 x 3 x 15 —211,500 
pesetas = £8,460. 

Turbines, &c.—FEach of the three turbines installed 
will be of 6,350 h.p. Figures furnished by ‘‘ one of 
the principal manufacturers of water turbines in 


Europe "' (Senor Oliver does not give the name of this 
firm, which is evidently not Spanish), form the basis 
of the following estimate: — Pesetas £ 
One turbine ... T = 115,000 4,600 
One Universal governor 18,000 720 
One SPEM Teun aor 1,500 60 
Shafting ; 1,500 60 
One main valve  .. 93,000 920 
Anchoring-gear for pipes, Ke. 3,000 120 
Pressure gauge and speed indicator 1,000 40 
Foundation-plates, &c. ju 5.000 200 
acking cases 1.500 60 
Freight charge to port of entry and Gustoms 
ues .. 10,000 400 
Rail and road charges i in Spain (30 tons) 10,000 400 
Erection and testing " 10,000 400 


| | Pesetas 199,500 £7,980 

For the fees prune movers, installed and ready to run, 
3 * £8,000 = £24,000 

Electrical Plant.—Senor Oliver decided upon the fol- 

lowing characteristics of the alternators and step-up 

transformers, but does not give the reasons for his 
decision. 

ALTERNATORS. TRANSFORMERS. 
Capacity ......... ses 4,700 kW. Capacity . . . 4.700 kW. 


Speed doctae 500 r.p.m. Voltage ratio ..... 6,000 / 65,000 
Frequency . 50 cycles 
Voltage 6,000 volts 


In estimating for this plant he says: At the present 
time it is very difficult to form an estimate for this 
class of plant, as everyone knows. I have, therefore, 
adopted the following figures, furnished me by well- 
known electrical engineers, as a basis for the price per 
kW in which all costs are included ”’ : — 


Pesetas £ 
Alternators, complete with auxiliary SPN 60 2.4 
Step-up transformers (in oll) OM or 25 1.0 
Measuring and protective apparatus e" .. 10 E! 
Auxiliary services ie ^ is m m 3 12 
Freight charges M vis We rest 8 5 2 
Testing g s its i T eK 2 5 2 
Various 0 -* " 5 2 


As each set is of 4, 1.700 kW. di one is to be held 
in reserve, the estimate for the electrical. plant installed 
within the power house is as follows: — 


Pesetas £ 
'Three alternators of 4,700 kW. each 846,000 33.840 
Three step-up transformers " 352.500 14,100 
Measuring and protective apparatus 94,000 9,760 
Auxiliary services s ; 93.900 1,128 
Freight : 10,500 2,820 
Testing 10,900 2.820 
Various 70.500 2,820 


Pesetas 1,539,900 £61,288 


Transmission Lines. — The energy generated will be 
transmitted a distance of 130 kilometres (81 miles), and 
the same lines carrying the 9,000 kW developed at Riba- 
delago must also transmit a further 10,000 kW developed 
at Cobreros Falls, a plant to be situated in the Sierra 
Segundera. . The line voltage will be 65,000, and power 
will be distributed from four sub-stations by secondary 


networks at a voltage of 8,000 to 10,000 V. The follow- 


ing figures form the basis for the e.h.p. section of the 
estimate: 


Pesetas £ 
Steel lattice-work poles, car — 1,500 60 
Copper, per kilogramme .. ids 4 0.16 
Insulators, each  ... : zu T 50 2 
Earth wire, per kilometre 5 i 400 16 
Telephone lines, per kilometre ... at 790 30 


700 steel lattice-work poles at 1,500 ptas 1,050,000 42.000 


200 tons (metric) copper at 4,000 ptas... 800.000 39,000 
5,000 insulators at 50 ptas 250,000 10,000 
Earth wire oF ds 50,000 2.000 
Telephone lines 100.000 4.000 


Switch and protective gear 


Erection and testing i e 2 50,000 2,000 
Special poles " TP 852 - 50,000 2,000 


Pesetas 9,400,000 £96,000 


Sub-stations.—Senor Oliver places the cost of the four 
sub-stations at 405,000 pesetas (.£16,200), based on an 
over-all cost of 45 pesetas (£1 16s.) per kW installed. 


GENERAL ESTIMATE. 
I. Head works, dam and 


canal— Pesetas. ' £ Pesetas. £ 

Head works and dam 

on River Tera ... 27,010 1,080 — — 
Gate valves, screens, 

&o. [IIl 15,000 600 — — 
House for two fami- 

lies [IY eon 10,000 400 =. — 
Open canal... eov 13,000 520 — — 
Oenal in tunnel [IY 877,500 35,100 — — 
Forebay and acces- 

sories 0 ese 25,000 1,000 — — 
House for two fami- 

lies - 10,000 400 — — 
Cost of land, & G.. 20,000 800 — — 

997,510 89,900 
II. Pipe line TT "TT — sms 400,000 16,000 
III. Power-house build- 
ing oj! ooo ao — — 211,500 8,460 
IV. Water turbines e — — 600,000: 24,000 
V. Electrical plu ut — 
Generators and 
transformers... 1,532,200 61,288 — — 
High-pressure trans- 
mission line [IIl 2,400,000 96,000 rd 5 
Sub-stations 2 405 000 16,200 + — — 
Secondary transmis- 
sion lines sss 400,000 16,000 — — 
4,737,200 189,488 
Total Pesetas .., 6,946,210 48277 818 
FINAL ESTIMATE. 

l Pesetas. £ 
General estimate, as atove ma 888 7,000,000 280,000 
Cost of drawing up scheme sae sec 100,000 4.000 
Administration, taxes, &c. ese te 150 000 6,000 
Contingencies er "m 500,000 20,000 


Grand total . 7, 750,000 3310, 000 


RiBADFELAdO Fairs SCHEME. 
Cost or Power AT Various POINTS OF THE SYSTEM. 


Cost in £. 
— — 
b.p kW. Perb.p. PerkW. 
Power at turbine shaft ... 12,700 — 6'92 = 
5 alternatorterminals . 11.940 8,800 12°06 16°62 
„ beginning of h.p. line.. . 11,580 8,500 13°76 18°68 
„ end 10,770 7,900 22°04 29°92 
" bus-bars in 'aub-stations 10,450 7,700 25°28 84°40 


NoTE.—In working out the above figures of cost of power, 
Senor Oliver has evidently taken into consideration the fact 
that the transmission line is common to both the Ribadelago 
and Cobreros schemes. 
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NEW ELECTRICAL. DEVICES, 


FITTINGS AND PLANT. 


Readers are invited te submit particulars of new or improved devices and apparatus, which will be published 
: if considered of sufficient interest, 


The Aqua Water Heater. 


A device for delivering hot or cold water by a simple move- 
ment of a tap is made by the Aqua ELxC TRIO Heater Co., for 
which Messrs. Corus & GREEN, 22, Clapham Road, S.W.9, 
are sole agents in the London area. The construction of this 
appliance (fig. 1) is as follows :— 

The heating element: has a porcelain body through which 
pass 22 vertical tubes connected progressively at top and 
bottom to form a continuous passage over nine feet long. A 
coil of special non-corrosive resistance wire passes through 
this passage, and is connected to a switch. The switch and 


the hot and cold water valves are operated by a shaft. A 
gear on the rear end of the shaft snaps in the switch when 
the tap handle is turned to the right. A cam opens a valve 
simultaneously, and water is permitted to flow round the 
heating passage and out through the tap. When the handle 
is restored to its upright position the switch is cut out, and 
the cam allows a spring to reseat the inlet valve, stopping 


~ AT * : ! 
Fic. 2.—Tue '' SILENT ALAMO ” GENERATING SET. 


— 


the flow of water. If the handle is turned to the left the 
actuating gear slides out of mesh, and does not operate the 
' switch, but another cam opens a valve and permits cold 
water to flow straight through to the tap. The temperature 
of the hot water can be varied by altering the water inlet; 
this is effected by an adjustment screw. ‘The capacity of the 
heating element is about 6.6 kW. 


The Silent Alamo " Lighting Set. 


The feature of the generating set which has been put on 
the market by Messrs. ALAMO ELECTRIC, ID., of 36, Grosvenor 
Gardens, S.W. 1, is-its balancing and freedom from vibration; 
we recently saw one of these sets running under load and 
on light load, perched on three tumblers, with no holding- 
down bolts (fig. 2), and found we could balance a penny on 
edge on it. The engine has a rotating sleeve-valve surroundin 
the piston, which enables the construction to be simplifie 
"and cuts out many of the troubles met with in engines with 
poppet-valves. The engine and dynamo are designed as one 
machine, together with the radiator and controlling gear, 
forming a completely self-contained set, which is used in 
conjunction with a 100-Ah, 32-V battery, and is started and 
stopped by push-buttons. The output of the set is 1 kW, and 
it 18 provided with automatic devices which shut it down 


Fic. 3.—TnIPLEX WIND 
DYNAMOS. 


if the cooling water or the oil gets low, and when the battery 
is fully charged, whilst if the engine stops the battery is 
automatically disconnected. 

With a set of this size, practically the whole of the lighting 
and small power requirements of a country house or farm 
could readily be met. 


An “ All-British " Vacuum Cleaner. 


The introduction of another '' All-British ” electric vacuum 
cleaner is a step in the right direction, and the Little Glut- 
ton " vacuum cleaner (fig. 4), which is being placed on the 
market by THe EpisoN Swan ELECTRIC Co., Lrp., certainly 
qualifies for the ** All-British ” title, as it is made throughout 
at the Ponders End works of this company. 

. Àn outstanding feature of the cleaner is the motor, which 
1s most rigidly built, and is of a far heavier pattern than is 
usually found in cleaning machines. The carcass is built up 
from laminated field stampings of ''Stalloy " with die-cast 


Fic. 4.—TuHe ‘“ LITTLE GnLvTTON " VACUUM CLEANER. 


aluminium end brackets. This carcass also carries a special 
automatic switch. Ihe armature is constructed on novel lines, 


in that two cores are mounted on the spindle, leaving a central 


space one-third of its length. so that between the cores the 
armature windings are directly open to the surrounding alr, 
thus providing a novel and very effective self cooling arrange- 
ment. 'The armature is wound in double silk-covered copper 
wire, and is fitted with a commutator of 24 drawn copper 
bars. ‘Che spindle runs in ball bearings which are enclosed 
in machined housings of the same diameter as the core, and 
the armature can thus be inserted from either end of the 
carcass. The brush gear and armature can be removed from 
the machine without disturbing any of the connections. This 
motor is universal,“ running equally as well on direct as on 
alternating current. It is made for all circuits from 25 to 
100 cycles, and from 50 to 250 volts. The normal loading 1$ 
200 watts. The fan is six-bladed, and is constructed from 
high tensile die-cast aluminium alloy. It is of exceptional 
strength, and is designed to give the maximum air displace- 
ment. 

The dust bag is made in the form of a valve in which the 
dust is thrown up a central passage, and is then thrown to 
right and left and is deposited in pockets. There is, there- 
fore, no possibility of dust falling back into the machine, and 


j 
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& clear passage is maintained when working the cleaner. The 
au tomate switch, which 18 patented, 18 operated by the main 
banae of the cleaner. ihe normal " at rest position ot this 
bandie 18 a vertical one, and is spring iockeu. 10 use the 
cieaner this handie is reieased, ana Is urought into the most 
convenient position; this auvoinaucally starts the motor. Upon 
returning toe handle to the vertical position tne motor 18 
automatically stopped. 

tbe machine is provided with a very complete range of 
Accessories, INCIUdINY & hose length with steel extension tubes 
ot ample diameter, und a variety of nozzles tor every class of 
cleaning. Ihe total weight of tue cleaner is Z3 lb. 


Triplex Wind Dynamos. 


There are undoubtedly many owners of private and small 
electrical installations who, tuough possessing the usual oi 
engine, dynamo, and battery, wouid welcome an auxiliary 
method or generating electrical energy proviaed we urst cost 
Was low and the running costs and attention required were 
practicaily nil. Large low-speed windmills have, in a few 
instances, been employed for driving dynamos, but their cost 
of installation ana inability to take full advantage of the 
power to be derived trom a gale, together with tue loss of 
energy absorbed by the gearing necessary to run the dynamo 
at a nigh speed, are some of the reasons that have muutated 
against their more general use. Messrs. F. A. WILKINSON & 
PARTNERS, LTD., ot Hattield, Herts., have placed on the market 
a system of high-speed wind dynamos for battery-charging 
purposes, and tig. 3, p. 544, shows one of their Triplex type 
of installation, trom which it will be seen that three totaly- 
enclosed dynamos driven by direct-coupled impellers are 
mounted upon a crossbar fitted with a vane and a swivel head, 
and are supported by a vertical tube sunk in the ground. The 
output from a single installation with a strong breeze is 60 
watts, or 600 watt-hours for a run of 10 hours, which is about 
the average daily consumption of a small electric lighting in- 
stallation. The output can, of course, be increased by the 
provision of more than one installation of wind dynamos. The 
apparatus is entirely automatic in its action, and has given 
satisfaction in actual operation. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters received by us after 5 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the following week. Correspondents should forward their communi- 
cations at the earliest possible moment. No letter can be published 
unless we have the writer's name and address in our possession 


The Direction of Rotation of A.C. Motors. 


In reply to the questions of Inquirer in your issue of 
March 25th, if the motor under consideration is near the alter- 
nator the direction of rotation is not a difficult job to ascertain, 
but if the power supply is received from a supply company, 
the large amount of “ tracing out” engendered seldom 
admits of the following method being attempted. It is usually 


Fia. 1. 


much simpler to remove the belt or, if conditions permit, to 
9 the motor off the bedplate in the case of gear and direct 
ves. 

It is necessary, in finding the direction of rotation of an 
induction motor, to know which phase, at the motor, attains 
its maximum value first, which second, and which third. 
If we assume this to be in the order A, B. and C at the 
alternator, phase A, in slot A (fig. 1) first comes under the 
influence of the north pole, and therefore is the leading 
phase, followed by B and C phases, and since B phase is 
reversed, in both alternator and motor, the wave form in 
the motor is represented by A, B, C, in fig. 2. The wave 
form in the line is represented by A, B.. C; X is the 
resultant of the waves A, B. C, and represents the magnetis- 
ing wave. 

If, in the motor, we represent the slots A, B. C (fig. 3) as 
three norths, and A,, B,, C,. as three souths, since A phase is 


the first to reach the maximum value it will be the first 
to reverse its polarity, and will move the pole forward one 
pole phase, in this case one slot as shown in fig. 4. So that 
when all the phases have reversed twice and completed one 
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period, the field will have advanced one pair of poles in the 
direction of the arrow (fig. 5). 

Reversing an alternator would alter the sequence of phases 
from A, B, C. to C, B, A, and would be similar in effect to 
reversing the phases A and C, and would reverse the direction 


of rotation. 


April, 19921. 


Gold for Notes. 


In your article Currency and Banking," in your current 
issue, you imply that Mr. Williams was wrong in stating that 
one may present a note at the Bank (of England) and demand 
gold. Mr. Williams, in my opinion, was quite right, for the 
Act of Parliament says that a Treasury note may be presented 
to the Bank of England, which must pay in gold on demand. 
Of course, what this Act gave with the right hand it took 
away with the left, for another clause said that gold must 
not be exported or melted down, thus annulling any advantage 
to be derived from having gold in one's possession instead 
of Treasury notes. 

London. D. V. Onslow. 

Apru lst, 1921. 

(Technically, our correspondent is quite correct; as he 
admits, however, the free exchange of notes for gold is not 
now practicable.—Ebps. Exec. REV. 


Rotary Converter in Parallel with Steam Sets. 


I should be pleased to hear the views of other engineers 
on the following. 

At our generaung station we have a rotary converter which 
runs in parallel with steam plant, generating direct current, 
the rotary, of course, running a.c. to d.c. On several occa- 
sions when I have taken the rotary off load (as a rule I trip 
her out while she is doing about 40 kW), I have noticed the 
steam practically fly up, this with the steam sets taking the 
extra load which the rotary has dropped. It does not always 
happen. I should be pleased to know if anyone else has 
experienced a like thing. 


April 29nd, 1921. 


Super Tension. 


Wiring Ferro-concrete Factories. 


If Mr. Purday were entrusted with the wiring of a ferro- 
concrete factory, according to his ideals heavy gauge weldless 
screwed tubing would be installed—that is, if there were any 
risk of fire. Suppose there was a fire; does he mean to say 
his screwed tube would emerge unscathed? I also work in 
an industry with considerable fire risk; I have experienced 
a fire, and after the fire my weldless tube and V. I. R. wire 
were, alas! no more. So why burn costly screwed tube 
and V. I. R. wire, when C.T.S. burns just as well, but costs 
considerably less? 

I contend that C.T.S. is one of the cheapest systems of 
wiring. and is a sound lasting job if properly installed. 

Mr. Harry Rogers will no doubt accept my statement that 
C. T. S. was not intended for underground work, owing to 
its not being mechanically protected. Inquirer,“ in the 
first instance, stated that he thought C. T. S. rather too un- 
protected." The Hurlingham Electric Co. can vouch for 
it in water, steam, heat, and intense cold, so now there only 
remains the case of someone attacking it with a hammer and: 
chisel; C.T.S. will not stand that, neither will screwed tube. 

As the Editors remark that the question under discussion: 
is the best method of wiring ferro-concrete factories, I plump: 
for C.T.S.; if properly used, it ranks as a good, cheap, neat. 
reliable job. 
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Of course, lots of persons are prejudiced against C.T.S., 
because they have never had any experience with it. If Mr. 
Purday has not had any, or not much, experience with C. T. S., 
he is not giving it the fair play, of which he appears quite 
enamoured. 


April 18th, 1921. Two-Phase. 


The Training of Kinema Operators. 


With reference to Electrician Operator's ” letter in your 
publication this week, I should be greatly obliged if he could 
give me the name of the trade journal which, he states, runs 
tests and offers certificates to operators. 

I quite agree with his letter, as 1 myself have come across 
two or three operators in this town who could not even wire 
a two-way switch and light. I may add that in a large town 
like this it was impossible to obtain any book on operating, 
but I eventually obtained one through the agency of the 
Caxton Publishing Co., i.e., * Motion Picture Operation, and 
I find it a thoroughly reliable book, giving the theory and 
the practical side of operating; although not an operator 
myself, I should advise all operators to obtain one. 


Bristol. L. H. Edwards. 
April Brd, 1991. 


The Building Trades’ Exhibition. 


I am glad to see that you take serious notice of the un- 
businesslike apathy of the electrical fraternity. It would 
be well if you could devote the sume amount ot space every 
week to this subject, if only for the purpose of rubbing 
it in." The attitude of the Institution and the Trade Asso- 
ciation in this matter seems to me to be unaccountable, 
except for the fact that knowing the electrical fraternity as 
1 do, one can hardly be surprised at anything in this direction. 
Some time ago a teeble eflort was made in the direction you 
name. I believe that an Association of the Supply Companies 
did start some sort of system of making a combined exhibit 
from various manufacturers, with a surprisingly good result. 
After going on for a short time, I presume the thing collapsed 
from sheer ennui, for I have never heard any more about it. 

l can quite understand that separate exhibits, especially 
on the scale that is necessary, would be at present too 
great a strain on the financial resources of many of us to 
warrant continual individual exhibits, but the idea of a 
collective electrical exhibit is so splendid, and so simple, that 
it seems a great pity that the etfort which was begun, and 
which was so successful, should have been allowed to lapse. 
A combined exhibit oflers so many advantages. In the first 
place, the cost and trouble to the exhibitor is reduced to a 
minimum, whereas the interest to the public 1s enhanced many 
times. After all, the public that goes to an exhibition cannot 
or will not be bothered to go into the details of each stand 
or exhibit, but if a collective group of some hundreds of 
interesting electrical goods and appliances of every variety 
are brought together in one spot, then the public will be 
interested in the exhibit as a whole. 

It is possible that the collective exhibit idea was dropped 
because the expense was too much for the Association that 
promoted it, for, if I remember rightly. no charge was 
made to the exhibitors—but why not make a charge? An 
exhibitor would be only too pleased to pay a nominal amount, 
and many of these amounts together would undoubtedly pay 
the whole expense of the exhibit. If you can do anything to 
" ginger up " the Association, which appears to be hibernat- 
ing at the present time, you will have done a service to us 
all, and not least to— 

London. 

Apru 25th, 1921. 


[We are inclined to think that the British electrical in- 
dustry wants shaking up with regard to exhibitions. Some 
years ago certain firms objected to exhibiting at various shows, 
because the profits would find their way into the pockets 
of private parties. Nowadays we neither organise exhibitions 
keeping a hold on the profits. nor do we heartily support 
other people's propositions; and the industry loses the benetit 
of the magnificent publicity that exhibitions afford. We have 
repeatedly advocated the holding of local electrical exhibi- 
tions; of central co-operative displays where the public can 
make their own choice of electrical domestic appliances; and 
of big exhibitions representative of the majority of the in- 
dustry. Remembering many local and large-scale successes 
of the past, and having seen the interest evinced by the 
public in many trade exhibitions during the last year or so, 
we cannot help feeling that, in some electrical centre or other 
there is an jnexcusable apathy which blocks the way. As 
announced a fortnight ago in our pages, manufacturers have 
not of late been prohibited from taking part in exhibitions 
by their B.E.A.M.A. understandings; but unhappily the 
lifting of the embargo does not appear to have released a flood 
of exhibition enterprise on the part of members, nor is there 
any great courting of such publicity on the part of non- 
members. Granted that times are trving—that uncertainty 
handicaps us all: but trying times increase the fertility of 
the soil in which electrical habits, and therefore electrical 
developments, grow: and however uncertain we may feel about 
some things, there 1s no doubt about the vast progress that 
electrical applications must make if we blow the trumpet loud 
and long enough. Eps. Erec. Rev.) 


Gassed. 


Water-tube Boilers. 


With reference to Mr. Cauthery’s article in the Review 
dated April ist, he gives a remedy for excessive density, 
namely, " Keep down density by sufficient blowing down.” 
With a water-tube boiler this would be very bad practice, 
because the water blown out has already deposited its scale, 
and extra feed water has to be pumped in which contains 
scale-forming salts. ‘The proper method is to allow the density 
to rise to the maximum of 2/39nds, and then empty the boiler 
completely. He Mr? Porter's letter in the REVIEW dated 
the 15th inst., I do not agree that the limit of 2/39nds is exces- 
sive, for the reason stated above, and with a leaky condenser, 
it would be highly dangerous to keep as low a density as 
one-quarter of 1/32nd, because of the amount of scale which 
would be deposited on the bottom rows of tubes. My experi- 
ence of boiler insurance companies is that they cannot lay 
much stress on ''densities," otherwise they would see that 
every boiler was fitted with a salinometer cock on the lowest 
part of the boiler, or as near the bottom row of tubes as 
possible. ‘The usual method of obtaining a sample of water 
is through the drain cock of the water gauge mountings, at 
the risk of getting one's eye knocked out by the gauge glass 
bursting, and then not getting & correct density reading, 
because the density is always less in the top drum than in 
the bottom row of ‘tubes. Of course density always in- 
dicates abnormal conditions, and in an up-to-date power 
station with a good water-softening plant the cause can 
quickly be found. 


Glasgow. 


A. Murray. 
April 24th, 1921. 


Telephone Cables for Power Schemes. 


The writer of the article on “ Telephone Cables for use in 
Power Schemes,” in your issue of April 15th, has hardly given 
a fair comparison between the three types of cable. Although 
a cable with solid impregnated paper insulation costs more 
than a dry-core cable, the additional cost is only about 3U per 
cent. greater, and not two or three times as great, as stated 
by the writer. Although the cable is a miniature power cabe, 
it need not have more than half the thickness of insulation 
specified by the British Engineering Standards Association ior 
low-pressure cables, and with this value will still have a higher 
factor of safety than cables of types (1) and (2). The trans 
mission distances also are somewhat understated; for dry-core 
cable good commercial speech is possible over the following 
distances, even when instruments and terminal losses are 
allowed for. 


Dry core. Solid impregnated. 
10 lb. Conductors. | 12.5 Miles. 7 Miles. 
20 Ib. » 18 - 10 „ 
40 lb. i 26 ve ló . 
70 lb. 5 37 E | xs 
100 lb. » 45 $ 2 o. 
T. N. "e M.Sc., A. M. I. E. E., 
Cable Engineering Department, 
London. Western Electric Co., Ltd. 


April 25th, 1921. 


A Peculiar Phenomenon. 


I have been interested in the recent correspondence re- 
garding electrostatic phenomena, and the following experi- 


"ments which I carried out some years ago may help to torm 


the basis of a theory. 

During my apprenticeship, much of my spare time was 
utilised in making electrical apparatus, among them a Wims- 
hurst machine, and I found when grasping an electric lamp in 
my hand by the lower or pip end, that the lamp absorbed a 
charge of electricity when the cap was presented to the 
discharging rods of the machine. This continued until I 
received a sharp shock through a spark jumping from the 
cap to my thumb, and I immediately concluded that the 
component parts of a Leyden jar were present, and later I 
theorised it as follows :— 

The glass of the bulb formed the insulating medium between 
two conductors, and my hand formed the outer coating. It is 
well known that electricity will pass through a vacuum, and 
I concluded that the charge passed into the bulb through 
the conneeting wires to the filament, thence the particles of 
electricity passed through the vacuum and were distributed 
over the inner surface of the glass according to the position 
of my hand. Thus if the cap had been held near the positive 
electrode of the Wimshurst machine, a positive charge would 
pass into the inner surface of the glass, and be held there by 
the induced negative electricity under my hand. This would 
continue until the potential was great enough for the charge 
to jump the space between the cap and the outer coating. 
This happened sometimes with as much us two inches between 
my hand and the cap. This, of course, would only happen 
where there was within the bulb a vacuum or some gas which 
conducted electricity, and it would be immaterial whether 
the filament was broken or not. 

It is also well known that certain rays are emitted when 
electricity passes through a vacuum, notably in the X-ray 
tube, where green rays are given off at the same time as the 
X-rays. If this experiment were carried out in daylight 
probably these green rays would appear to be grey, as men- 
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tioned by one of your correspondents. While charging both 
carbon and metal-filament lamps, 1 observed these rays com- 
ing froin various parts within the bulb, and when it was away 
from the machine and the bulb turned over and over-in the 
hand the charge was released from various parts of the inner 
surface of the glass, again passing through the vacuum and 
giving off green rays, thence it passed through the connecting 
wires to the cap and diffused into the atmosphere. I have 
often heard of machine belts becoming electritied, probably 
due to the slight slip on the pulley. This electricity could 
easily be collected into a vacuum lamp through the projecting 
pins on the side of the cap or even through the contact pieces 
on the top. 


Aberdeen. 
April Brd, 1921. 


Jas. C. Lang. 


LEGAL. 


SEVENOAKS AND District Evectricity Co., Lrp. 
REDUCTION OF CAPITAL. 

IN the Chancery Division on April 19th, Mr. Justice Russell 
had before him the petition of this company for sanction 
to reduce its capital. l 

Mr. GURDON, for the company, said his capital was £40,000, 
divided into the same number of £1 shares, only half of which 
had been issued. The scheme was to reduce the shares that 
had been issued from £l to lUs. each. The petition was 
before Mr. Justice Sargant, he said, on the previous Tuesday, 
and he expressed his approval of it except on one point. 
This related to 15 shares held by three persons who were in 
arrears with their calls. That difficulty had now been got 
over by the directors having forfeited the shares, and having 
sold them to a purchaser for the remaining money required 
to make them fully paid up. 

His Lorpsuip asked counsel to mention the matter to Mr. 
Justice Sargant. . 

This Mr. Gurdon did, and his Lordship gave his sanction 
as asked. 


— — e - — 


HAMPTON & Sons, LTD., v. MUNROE. 


In the Official Referee's Court, on April 23rd, Mr. Edward 
Pollock continued the hearing of an action which had occupied 
several days, in which Messrs. Hampton & Sons, Ltd., decora- 
tors. builders, and electrical engineers, of Pall Mall, sought 
to recover from Mr. G. H. Munroe and his wife the balance 
of an account of £7,000 for repairing, decorating, and electri- 
cally fitting their house, ‘‘ Chessington Place," Chessington, 
near Luton. The work, it was said, included electrical fittings 
of an expensive character, including an electric bath. 

Mr. Colam, K.C., appearing for the plaintiffs, said that the 
house upon which the plaintiffs had done the work was the 
property of Mrs. Munroe, and she called in August at 
plaintiffs’ place in Pall Mall and said she wanted a lot of 
work done at her house at Chessington. The outcome of 
the conversation was that one or two of plaintiffs’ staff visited 
the house with her, and estimates were from time to time 
subsequently prepared. There were altogether about 80 esti- 
mates, and the gross amount involved in those estimates 
was something over £7,000. But the whole of the work was 
not done because the defendants did not comply with the 
terms of the contract under which they undertook to pay 
S0 per cent. of the cost as the work proceeded. This they 
neglected to do, and the plaintiffs discontinued the work and 
claimed the full amount of the contract, less the cost of the 
work which had been left undone. One of the main questions 
to be decided, said counsel, was whether the husband or the 
wife was responsible. The husband was anxious to take the 
responsibility, asserting that he ordered the things. Then 
in their defence they said there was a contract for a lump 
sum. and that as plaintiffs had discharged themselves they 
could not claim anvthing. But there was in the contract a 
special note that the estimates were given subject to labour 
fluctuations and another to the effect that 80 per cent. of the 
charges should be paid as the work proceeded, and that 
defendants had failed to pav. If those defences failed the 
question would resolve itself into a matter of detail which 
would occupy a considerable amount of time. The plaintiffs 
had received £1.000 on account, but promises made of further 
payments had been without result. Plaintiffs were entitled 
to charge the increase in the amount of wages paid which 
came to £105. They also claimed £732 for extra work done 
and £132 for things which defendants would not allow them 
to take away from the job—materials and appliances for the 
work. Plaintiffs further said they were entitled to loss of 
profit on the items commenced but which they were not 
allowed to finish. The first estimate was accepted on August 
19th. and men were sent down to start the work at once; but 
it tarned out that defendants had not proper legal possession, 
and the men, in consequence. had to be taken away again. 


As & matter of fact plaintiffs did not get defendanta' order to 


do the work until October. As to who was liable, counsel 
said that the estimates were prepured for Mrs. Munroe, 
although her husband occasionally gave directions, and 
although discussions took place from time to time, it was 
never suggested that Mrs. Munroe was not responsible. 

A great deal of evidence, occupying several days, was taken, 
largely in relation to the ownership of the house, and the 
directions given by the husband or the wife for the work 
required. 

Mr. Hersert Symons, electrical engineer employed by the 
plaintiff firm, gave evidence as to the electrical installation, 
explaining in detail all that had been done at the house. 
He said that the total amount of the estimate for the whole 
of the installation was £1,096, which included generating 
plant, engine, and fittings, and of that sum £149 was for the 
accumulator. 'The whole of the electrical work was not com- 
pleted, and allowance had been made in the account for work 
which was left undone, amounting to £180 8s. The switch- 
board was supplied, but not connected up. 

The hearing was adjourned for a fortnight in order that 
the Official Referee might himself take the evidence of an 
absent witness. 


UNSUCCESSFUL PROSECUTION AT Care TOWN. 


Tar Cape Town municipality has lately prosecuted two rate- 
pavers (one being a town councillor) for fraudulently using 
electrical energy. The facts in each case were identical— 
the premises had heen wired, but as no notice of completion 
had been given to the Electric Light Department the meters 
had not been fixed. The consumers’ leads had, however, been 
connected to the municipalitv's wires without the knowledge 
of the department, and light had been used. In each case 
the magistrate decided that the municipality had not proved 
fraud.“ and decided in favour of the defendants. 


WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION CLAIM. 


IN the Mavor’s and City of Tondon Court. on April 18th, 
the case of Portugal ». Gravaon was mentioned under the 
Workmen’s Compensation Act in which a claim was made 
hv Mrs. Sarah Portugal, 111, Cazenove Road, Clapton, against 
H. & C. Gravson, Ltd., ship repairers, 37. Gracechurch Street, 
E.C., to recover compensation for the death of Harry Isaac 
Portugal, electrician in the defendant company's service, 
who met his death as the result of an accident on June 22nd, 
1918. at Liverpool. when he fell down the hold of the ship on 
which he was working. His wages had been £4 10s. a week, 
and he did private work as well. The claim was for £300. 

Nr. Dae, counsel for the annlicant, said he appeared for 
the mother and daughter of the deceased. The emplovers 
had paid £150 in settlement which the anplicants were willing 
to accent. The widow was not a dependant. she having been 
divorced according to Jewish law, and now living in America. 
She had formally renounced anv claim she might have had. 

Judge JACKSON approved of the settlement. 


Hackney BorouGu Co NOH, SUMMONED. 


THE case referred to on p. 513 of our issue of April Amd. 
came on at the North Fondon Police Court on Tuesday. The 
Council. it will be remembered. failed to give supplv to cer- 
tain premises because the installation had heen carried out by 
a small master man. who did the work himself and was not a 
member of the Trade Union. Mr. Forbes T.ancaster said he 
would consider his judgment. 


RESTRICTED LIGHTING. 


Ar feeds Police Court, last week. Charles Landev and 
William Hall, shopkeepers, were charged with committing a 
breach of the Emergency Powers Act by using lights for 
displav or advertisement during the period of lighting restric- 
tion consequent on the coal stoppage. In the case of Landey 
it was stated bv the police that he had three electric lights 
in use and had been warned an hour before, when he had put 
the lights out. His defence was that he nut them on again 
to let a customer see an article in the window. He was fined 
408., or 14 davs’ imprisonment. In the case of Hall. it was 
stated that his lights had been extinguished by order of a 
policeman, and that he turned them on again when the 
policeman had walked 50 vards away. Hall sent an assistant 
to the Court, bnt the magistrates sent him back with the 
message that Hall himself must appear. 


MANCHESTER CONTRACTOR FINED. 


AT Manchester City Police Court, Henry Hayhurst, electrical 
contractor, 413, Bury New Road. Higher Broughton. was fined 
£9 for unlawfully connecting an installation to the Corporation 
supply in contravention of their regulations. An inspector 
from the electricity department found the wires connected to 
the service-boxes when visiting the premises te inspect and 
test the installation. Manchester Guardian, 


—— —— ————— —— —•—öäüqʃ¹ . —«·— 


548 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol. 88. No. 2,266, APRIL 29, 199), 


— . —— — — — . ——— ——ʃ'½ . — — T ——— 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.—JouN JONES & JOHN RICHARD 
JONES, trading as J. Jonea & Son, 7, Chapel Street, Penzance, 
Cornwall, electrical engineers.—The adjourned public examination 
of these debtors was held recently at the Town Hall, Truro. The 
elder partner stated that he came to Penzance about 16 years ago, 
and commenced business on his own two years ago. His capital 
then amounted to £1,900. According to the statement of affairs, 
the liabilities were returned at £1,040, while the assets were 
estimated to realise £776, leaving a deficiency of £264. The 
debtors attributed their failure to the illness of the senior partner, 
his wife and daughter, pressure by creditors, and depreciation of 
stock, After the junior partner had been questioned regarding 
the business, the examination was closed. 


H. DovLE (Accessories Supply Co.), factor in electrical acces- 
sories, 56, Hardman Street, Deansgate, Manchester.— Receiving 
order made April 18th, on debtor's own petition. 

W. HEDGECOX, electrical engineer, 33, North Road, and 121, 
Salop Street, Wolverhampton.—Receiving order made April 20th, 
on debtor’s own petition. 

ERNEST ALBERT GOODINGS, trading as Goodings & Son, The 
Grove, Watlington Street, Reading, motor and electrical engineer. 
—The public examination of this debtor was held recently at the 
Assize Courts, Reading. According to the statement of affairs, the 
gross liabilities amounted to £290, of which £289 was expected to 
rank for dividend, against assets £4 16s. 2d., or a deficiency of 
£281. Debtor stated that he commenced business without capital 
at The Paddock," Staines, in 1911. The examination was 
adjourned. i » 


Company Liquidations—Tue SEMAPHORE ENGIN- 
EERING Co. LTD., Advance Works, Jews Road, Wandsworth, 
London, S.W.—4A meeting of the creditors of the above was held 
recently at the Institute of Chartered Accountants, Moorgate 
Street, E.C., when it was reported that the company had gone into 
voluntary liquidation, and Mr. H. W. MoLaren had been 
appointed to act as the liquidator. According to the statement 
of affairs submitted, the liabilities amounted to £5,103, The 
assets were estimated to realise £4,316, from which had to be 
deducted £559 for preferential claims, leaving net assets of £3.758, 
or a deficiency of £1,345. The assets were as follows :—Cash in 
hand and at bank, £98; bills receivable, £88 ; book debts, £917, 
estimated to realise £430 ; stock at cost, £936, expected to produce 
£300; plant and machinery at cost, £4,484, valued at £1,200; 
motor van at cost, £502, expected to produce £260 ; and lease of 
premises, £2,000. The company was formed at the end of 1915 
with a nominal capital of £6,000, and was engaged for a time on 
munition work for the Government, and made satisfactory profits. 
Subsequently experimental work was carried out, and there was a 
loss. Finally the company turned ita attention to the production 
of all kinds of electrical goods, which necessitated the installation 
of special machinery. The liabilities included about £2,900 due 
to the directors of the company. The premises at Wandsworth 
were large and well equipped, and an offer of £6,000 had been 
received for the 'premises and lease. There was a contingent 
liability in respect of income-tax, but it was pointed out that it 
would probably be the subject of a set-off against a claim for the 
repayment of Excess Profita Duty. 

A suggestion was made for the appointment of a joint liquidator, 
but this was not agreed to, and eventually it was decided to 
confirm the voluntary liquidation, with the liquidator appointed by 
the company. 

RECORD ENGINEERING CO., LTD.—We are informed by this 
company, of Tutbury, Burton-on-Trent, that owing to the large 
demand for Silent Record” engines, Record” steam traps, and 
other goods that they manufacture, they have gone into voluntary 
liquidation with a view to reconstructing as a much larger com- 
pany to enable them to meet their demands. We are also informed 
that the whole of the additional share capital is taken up by the 
present holders and their associates. 


Dissolations of Partnership.—PENDLEBURY, SUGDEN 
AND Co., electrical engineers, General Street, Blackpool.—Messrs, 
8. Pendlebury, S. Sugden, and W. Northrop have dissolved 
partnership. Debts will be attended to by Mesars. Sugden and 
Pendlebury, who will continue the business. 

WAGER & COLLER, electrical engineers, 108, St. Benedicts Road, 
Small Heath, Birmingham.—Mesars. A. J. Wager and E. W. Coller 
have dissolved partnership. Debts will be attended to by Mr. 
Wager, who will continue the business. 


Trade Announcements.—The electrical engineering and 
contracting business, formerly carried on under the name of Guy 
V. Laycock, Cloth Hall Street, Huddersfield, is now incorported as 
a private limited company, under the title of Guy V. Laycock, 
LTD., at the same address, The business is now underthe manage: 
ment of Mr. H. P. Ripley, who for the last 15} years has been 
chief of the electrical department of Messrs. Thos. Broadbent and 
Sons, Ltd., of Huddersfield. 

MR. M. T. PICKSTONE, who was for many years connected with 
Messrs. Bruce Peebles & Co., Edinburgh, and who has since been 
engaged in pneumatio engineering, has now joined the Progressive 
Engineering Co., Ltd., of Leicester, with & view to taking over the 
development of the fan side of their businees. 

Mn. EDWARD P, PRIOR has removed from King Street to Gibgon'g 
Buildings, Mill Street, Belfast. 


The Government having given up possession of their premiss 
at Millbank House, Messrs. I. A. TIMMIS X SON re-occupied thee 
as from Monday last. Communications should therefore te 
addressed as follows in future :—Millbank Houee (2, Wood Street), 
Westminster Abbey, London, S.W. 1. 


Catalogues aud Lists.—M EssBs. WARD & GoLDstoxt, 
LTD., Frederick Road, Pendleton, Manchester.— An illustrated ani 
priced pamphlet dealing with the Dimla switch for reducing 
the intensity of automobile headlights. 

Mrssms. HINDLE, Bon & Co., Union Engineering Works, 
Haslingden, Lancs.—An illustrated pamphlet describing patent 
electric baling presses. 

MEssRS. MARCONI’S WIRELESS TELEGRAPH Co., LTD., Marconi 
House, Strand, W.C. 2.—Six well-illustrated descriptive pamphlets : 
L. 111/3, Aircraft wireless telephone transmitter, type A. D.; 
L. 126/3, Comoined aircraft transmitter and receiver. type A.D. 2; 
L. 135/3, Aircraft receiver, type A.D. 3; L. 170, 14-kW continuou- 
wave transmitter sete, types M.O. 1 and M. C.; L. 173, 3-kW con- 
tinuous wave set for telegraphy; and L. 175, Marconi 6-kW 
continuous-wave transmitter set for telegraphy. 

THE GENERAL ELECTRIC Go., LTD., Magnet House, Kingsway, 
W.C.2.—Installation Leaflet No. P. 2.463. This publication gives 
a number of illustrations, and an exhaustive description of a gu 
engine generating set installed in a large country residence. 

METROPOLITAN-VICKERS ELECTRICAL Co., LTD., 20, Brazenncse 
Street, Manchester.—Instruction Book 5,370/1, giving very full 
and illustrated details of the installation, working and oare of 
power transformers. 

Messrs. HERBERT Morris, LTD.. Loughborough, Leicestershire. 
—An illustrated folder dealing with elevating trucks, and showing 


. various applications. 


CALLENDEB'S CABLE AND CONSTRUCTION Co., LTD., Hamilton 
House, Victoria Embankment, E.C.4.— Illustrated descriptive 
booklets describing the use of screened pilot cable for the Mers- 
Price feeder protective system, and Kalecore” cable for auto- 
matic protective gear. 

THE SwIFT ELECTRICAL, LTD., 6, Cork Street, Old Bond Street, 
W. 1.—Three postcards giving illustrations and prices of "Z" type 
ironclad switch and fuse-gear. 

MEssBs. AUSTIN WALTERS & SON, Gaythorne Electric Works, 
Manchester.—An illustrated circular dealing with tandem resist- 
ances, dimmera, and other types of resistances, &o. 

THE CAMBRIDGE AND PAUL INSTRUMENT Co. Lp. 
45, Grosvenor Place, S. W. 1.—List No. 160 “ Cambridge Unipivot 
Instrumenta for Direct Current," giving very full detaile and 
illustrations of various types of instruments, standard shunts, Xo. 
List No. 164 —'' Cambridge Testing Seta," illustrating and describing 
portable sets, fault localisers, capacity test sets, rail band testing 
Sets, &c, 


Private Meeting.—SauuEL Horace DOUGHERTY, trading 
as the Mersey Electric Co., 106, Kensington, Liverpool, and 53, 
Warren Road, Southport.—A meeting of the creditors of the above 
was held last week, when a statement of affairs was presented 
which had been prepared by Messrs. T. Theodore Rogers, Bowler 
and Co., chartered accountants, 30, North John Street, Liverpool. 
The liabilities amounted to £1,135, while the assets were estimated 
to realise $633. After allowing £73 for preferential claims, the 
assets were estimated to realise £559, or a deficiency of £576. The 
assets comprised etook at coat £565; book debts, £41 ; estimated 
to produce £35; fixtures, fittings and utensils, £30; and surplus 
from fully-secured creditors, £3. In a circular which they hare 
issued, the accountants state that the two principal trade creditors 
were present at the meeting. These were the General Electric Co., 
Ltd., £226, and the General Engineering Oo., Ltd., £185, . . . The 
preferential creditors include £60 for wages, and £13 for rent. 
At the meeting it was found that the General Electric Co.'s claim 
was £48 more than was given to us by the debtor, and the liabilities 
therefore want increasing by this amount... . After full di- 
cussion at the meeting, the two principal creditors stated that they 
would prefer the matter dealt with in bankruptoy. We have, how- 
ever, had a further interview with the debtor to-day, and he is very 
anxious if possible to continue the business, and is writing up to 
some solicitor friend in Glasgow to-night with full particulars to 
ask if he can come to his assistanoe in order that he may make an 
offer to his creditors. We endeavoured to get the petitioniof 
creditors to hold their hand while this communication was gomg 
forward, but their solicitor was of opinion the petition hsi 
better go on the file at once, and that if we were able to show 
them that there was & prospeot of an offer, then the petition 
should be adjourned to enable us to formulate the offer to the 
creditors, and if acoepted, the petition could be withdrawn. We 
think you will agree it is in the interests of the oreditors that all 
efforts should be made to get a fair offer, as if the case goes into 
bankruptcy, it can only result in a very small dividend." 


Patent Application.— Mr. J. Carpentier has made 
application for restoration of Patent No. 19,102, of 1910, for s 
"Improved transmitter for transmitting telegrams composed in 
perforations on & band by the Baudot system." 


Inquiries.—The maker’s name and address are asked for 
in respect of the following items :—" Type HN 300" d.o. 30-kW 
generator, 110 volts; an electric egg tester; Pluton insulating 
material; Perry” (or Parry ") eleotrio pump. 


$3 — % of If e 


sat * — 
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Social Events.—Messrs. RaAwLINGS BROS., LTD., of 
South Kensington, held their first annual social after the war at 
the Kensington Town Hall on April 19th, between 300 and 400 
employés and their friends were present. Mr. W. R. Rawlings, 
one of the joint managing directors, said that he and his brother, 
John Joseph, started in business in Kensington 35 years ago as 
general engineers, following immediately with the electrical buri- 
ness, and they were practically the first to start electrical contract- 
ing in Kensingtov. With the advent of the motor car, they started 
many garages in London. In 1900, in order to meet the expansion 
of the business, they became a limited company, and added further 
new departments. Two years ago they took over premises in 
Gloucester Road, where the head offices are now situated. The 
Rawlplug, which was invented by Mr. J. J. Rawlings, is manu- 
factured by a separate company with a factory at Lewisham. 
Mr. W. R. Rawlings meutioned there were 23 employés now with 
the company who had been with them upwaris of 20 years, some 
going back beyond 30 years. The directors marked their apprecia- 
tion by presenting to each a gold compass pendant. A number of 
employés have invested loans amounting to £1,000, for which the 
tompany pays 7} per cent. interest, and it is expected that the rate 
will be increased to 10 per cent. It was announced that Messrs. 
J. J. and W. K. Rawlings personally desired to commemorate the 
occasion by giving 700 fully-paid ordinary shares of £1 each in 
Rawlings Bros., Ltd., to the old employés, £100 each to the three 
oldest employés, and £100 each to four other employés, who were 
selected by ballot. A fine programme of music and song, recitals 
and ventriloquial vagaries contributed to the success of the 
gathering. 


Japanese Electrical Dumping in Australia.— We quote 
the following interesting note from the Melbourne Age for 
February 28th :— 


"The report published in these columns a few days ago 
indicating that an organised effort was being made by Japanese 
manufacturers to 'dump' goods on the Australian markets is 
supported by vendors of electrical fittings. It is alleged that the 
dumping scheme has been particularly successful in regard to 
electrio lamp-holders, and & claim is made by Australian manu- 
facturers of these articles that the duty should be increased from 
the present rate of 40 per cent. in order to defeat the move. A 
favourite plan adopted by the Japanese, it is stated, ia to duplicate 
the orders for fittings. and so flood the market. As a result the 
holders of local manufacture, which are acknowledged to be 
superior to the Japanese goods, are practically unsaleable, and an 
industry promising employ ment to several hundreds of Australians 
may have to be abandoned, unless effective protection be afforded it. 
It is contended that, while Australian manufacturers have to pay 
16s. a day wages, and the Japanese only 4s., the 40 per cent. duty 
is not an adequate protection against Oriental competition. 
Instances of this character have been reported frequently in the 
last few months, and it will be necessary for the Minister and his 
Officers to keep a watchful eye on trade developments if the 
acknowledged evil of ‘dumping’ is to be suppressed." 


South African Electrical Suppiles.—The S. A. Mining 
and Engineering Journal, in its issue for April 2nd, says that 
trading is quite good in electrical wares, fair orders coming in 
from the country districts in addition to the local requirements, 
Prices remain unchanged. The demand for half-watt lampe 
continues, but stocks of these are very slow in arriving ; otherwise 
materials are coming to hand satisfactorily. 


The Budget.— In concluding his speech on behalf of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer (Sir R. Horne), Mr. Austin Chamber- 
lain reviewed the achievementa of the past two years in connection 
with the restoration of credit, in the following terms :— 

" We have re-established Treasury control, necessarily abandoned 
during the war. We have ceased to borrow, we have begun to 
repay debt, the deficit of the first year has been converted into a 
surplus, and the foundations have been laid for & steady recovery 
when industrial disputes are laid to rest and trade can begin a new 
revival. Finally, we have wiped off & large part of our foreign 
debt, we have restored our international credit, and we have made 
it clear to those who doubted our capacity or our will that we 
can hold, and shall hold, for this country and this City their proud 
position as the premier financial centre of the world.” 


Electric Company's Offices Raided.—An official Dublin 
Castle report states that the offices of the Kerry Electric Supply 
Co., Killarney. were raided by armed men, who held up the staff 
and carried off three miles of electric wire, three testing instru- 
ments, a mile of flexible cord, and tools and insulating tape. 


Metropolitan-Vickers in Belgium.— The Metropolitan- 


Vickers, Société Anonyme, with a capital of 1,000,000 fr., has been 
established at Brussels (54, Rue des Colonies), for the carrying out 
of all operations relating to the trade and industry of electrical 
material and machinery. 


Industrial Conncils.—The District Council (No. 2) for 
the electricity supply industry at its monthly meeting at Leeds, on 
April 13th, decided that the two representatives from each elec- 
tricity undertaking and Trade Union in the area should be invited 
to the annual meeting to be held at Leeds on May llth, when the 
election of the Council will take place. There are 18 candidates 
for the 12 seats on the employers’ side of the Council. 


Book Notices.—The Journal of the American Institute 
of Electrical Engineers, Vol. XL, No. 4, April, 1921. New York: 
The Institute.—In addition to reports of proceedings at meetings 
of the Institute and kindred societies, a number of valuable papers 
are embodied in this issue. Among these are a description of the 
Duquesne Light Co.'s 300,000-kW Colfax power station: The 
Frequency Problem in the Steel Industry“: Longitudinal and 
Transverse Heat Flow in Slot-wound Armature Coils,” &c. 

‘*Management.” By J. Lee. Pp. viii + 126. London: Sir I. 
Pitman & Sons, Ltd. Price 5s. net. 

" Elementa of Illuminating Engineering." 
Pp. xii + 104, 63 figs. 
Price 2s. 6d. net. 

"'The Henley Telegraph." Vol. I, No. 5, March, 1921. (32 pp.) 
—This number of Messrs. Henley's house organ contains the usual 
interesting notes, articles and verse. Mr. H. R. Kempe contributes 
some recollection of the founder of tke firm, and Mr. J. Hall gives 
some information regarding deep-sea soundings for cable laying. 

" Dynamo and Motor Attendants and their Machines.” By Frank 
Broadbent, M.I.E.E. (Tenth edition.) Pp. 214 ; 107 figs. London: 
8. Rentell & Co., Ltd. Price 48. 6d. net.— The preface to this 
edition of a well-known manual states that the chief revisions are 
in connection with the permissible temperature limits of dynamos 
and motors and the method of reversing induction motors. Asa 
popular handbook for the us» of the readers named in the title. 
this work would be hard to beat: it is a mine of practical infor- 
mation regarding the principles and operation of the machines, 
their applicatione, their weaknesses, the troubles that arise and 
their remedies. It deals also with accessories such as motor 
starters, regulators, belts and gearing, and accumulators. 

We have received from Messrs. H. K. Lewis & Co., Ltd., 
136, Gower Street, and 24, Gower Place, W.C. 1, two supp’ementary 
catalogues (price 18.) of medical and scientific works in their 
circulating library. The price of each book is given, and the lista 
cover a very wide field in the many branches of science. 


By A. P. Trotter. 
London: Sir I. Pitman & Sons, Ltd. 


Copper and Lead Prices.—Messrs. F. SMiTH & Co. 
report, April 26th :—" Copper (electrolytic) bars, sheets, wire and 
rods and h.c. wire, no cbange." 

Messrs, JAMES & SHAKESPEARE report, April 27th :—“ Copper 
bara (best selected), sheet, rod, no change. English pig lead 
£22 58.; 5s. decrease.” 


Lead.— Messrs. James Forster & Co., reporting on 
April 23rd, stated: — With trade anything like normal, the 
question of supplies would be serious, as, with Australian produc- 
tion on a very low scale, Mexican mines reported shutting down 
and Germany out of the running with the 50 per cent. tax, we are 
left with Spain as our only reliable source of supply. On the other 
hand, consumption in this country is anything but good. We 
understand that for March the sheet and pipe lead figures are just 
over 5, O0 tons (in October last they were 50 per cent. more), and 
the electrical trade demand has fallen off to a similar extent,” 


Scottish Electrical Trades Dispute.—The Electrical 
Contractors’ Association of Scotland states, with reference to 
reports to the effect that 41 firms in the Clyde area have agreed 
not to reduce wages, and that many of these firms belong to the 
Employers’ Association, that no member of the Association in the 
Clyde area is acting contrary to the recommendations of the 
Association. In the Edinburgh district, it states, only three 
federated firms have not accepted the recommendation, and it is 
incorrect to state. with reference to federated firms, that nine firms 
in Edinburgh have signed agreements to pay the old stardard rate 
of 28. 3d. Several firms are fully staffed at the new rate. and, as a 
matter of fact. are passing applicants for work on to other firma. 
The number of employós working is now considerable. In Dundee 
and Aberdare all federated firma are conforming to the recom- 
mendations of the Association. In Dundee the employés of three 
firms have returned to work at the new rate of 2s. per hour, and 
throughout Scotland there is a distinct tendency for men to return 
to work at the new rate, and a considerable amount of labour has 


- recently been obtained. On the whole throughout Scotland, it is 


stated, the majority of apprentices have not struck work in support of 
the journeymen's demanda, 


New French Companles.— There has been formed at 
Lille (70, Rue Gantois), the Société Anonyme des Accumulateurs 
du Nord, with a capital of 1,600,000 fr., for the manufacture and 
sale of accumulators and electric lamps for the mines. 

The Aciéries et Usines Hydro-Electriques de la Sioule (Albert 
Wehrlé et Cie.), has been formed at Bellenaue Department of 
Allier, with a capital of 4, 000, 000 fr. 

Under the style of Stourm et Cie., there has been established at 
Paris (19 bis Rue de Boulainvilliers), a company, with a capital of 
275,000 fr. to carry out electrical, water, gas, and heating 
nstallations, 


A Dundee Exhibition.—An interesting exhibition and 
demonstration of electrical labour-saving devices attracted 
attention last week at the premises of Messrs. Ponsford and 
MacHardy, Ltd., when Messrs. Simplex Conduite, Ltd., demon- 
strated their Plexsim Royal" vacuum cleaner, which is up-to- 
date from every standpoint. Other popular exhibita were the 
„Thor“ washing machine, the Western Electric” sewing 
machine, and the domestic motor, 
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Australian Electrical Manufacturing: The Qaestion of 
Preference.— Following upon the reference to the Sydney 
transformer contract in our last issue, we give below a copy 
of a letter written to the Sydney Morning Herald of February 
24th by the Lord Mayor of Sydney and the chairman of the 
Electric Supply Committee :— . 

We shall be glad if you will publish the following figures, 
which give in detail the tender prices for electrical trans- 
formers as called for by the City Council specifications 626 
and 635:— l l 

The English Electric Co. of Australia, Ltd. (local 


manufacture) m nu = £17,082 
Edison Swan Electric Co. (imported) s. £20,753 
British General Electric Co. (imported) .. £22,104 
Alternative (ditto) ee ae "5 .. 21,958 
Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. (imported) £22,392 
Ditto, ditto (imported) 55 " " . . £20,070. 
Alternative (imported)  ... us se "m .. £19,584 
Johnson & Phillips, Ltd. (imported) ... £23,813 
Alternative (ditto) ^. ... An xv n . . £22,622 
Australian General Electric Co., Ltd. (imported) ... £24,255 
Alternative (imported) ... hx asi ds .. £18,390 
Noyes Bros., Ltd. (imported) ... £25,866 
Ditto (ditto) | — ... : 425.866 


The following tenders were received on January 17th, 1921, 
for transformers, to specificaticn No. 635 :-- 
“General Trading Co. (local manufacture), (after- 


wards withdrawn) in ves 1 M £10,400 . 
Noyes Bros., Ltd. (imported) ... Be. tse .. £11,440 
Australian General Electric Co. (imported) ... .. £12,872 
British Electrical Engineering Co. (imported) . £12,997 
Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., J.td. (imported) £13,540 
Alternative (imported)... is t 8 . . £12,500 
English Electric Co. of Australia, Ltd. (local manu- 

facture)  ... NT EN ee EM s .. £13,700 
Johnson & Phillips, Ltd. (imported) ... £13,800 
Alternative (imported) £13.100 


It will be observed that in the first case the local manufac- 
turers’ price was lowest. but when a second lot of transformers 
were called for the importing firms lowered their prices in line 
with the local manufacturers’ price and even below it. The 
lowest tender for imported machinery was sent in by the firm 
whose previous tender was actually highest. 

There is little need to comment upon these figures. They 
show that the infant industry in Australia will require a 
little shephering to prevent it from being crushed by con- 
cerns which think they have vested interests in the supply 
of such goods. gt 

The City Council wants to buv in the cheapest market, 
other things being equal. But it is primarily concerned with 
the well-heing of its citizens. and we consider that it is better 
to give mechanics the opportunity, of earning good wages than 
to save even 20 per cent. on a tender and spend the money 
saved among the people of Australia. Our policy is to pat- 
ronise and encourage Australian industry, if reasonable con- 
ditions are offering. | 

„ „ e We are, &c.. 
WM. H. LAMBERT, Lord Mayor. 
W. HOLDSWORTH. 
Chairman, 
Electricity Supply Committee. 


The Coal Miners’ Strike.—It is reported from Rome 
that owing to the British miners’ strike the Italian Govern- 
ment has curtailed the supply of coal to private manufacturers. 
Gas and electricity undertakings were ordered to reduce 
lighting last week, and the train services were to be reduced 
on Tuesday last. oe 

Fines.—A number of miners were on trial at Cupar, Fife. 
last week, on charges connected with recent disturbances at 
the electric pumping station at Milton of Balgonie, when 
the boiler fires were drawn, and those. working the pumps 
ordered to withdraw. The mine manager stated in evidence 
that the immediate damage by the stopping of the pumps 
was that 12 motors and machines were ‘‘ drowned,” and the 
cost averaged £350 each. It would be more than a couple 
of months before they got a full start. Sentences ranging 
from two months’ to fourteen days’ imprisonment were passed 
on the men. , 

At Birmingham, on the 22nd inst., Messrs. Charles Alder. 
Ltd., coal merchants, were fined £25 and costs for selling coal 
in greater quantities than one bundredweight. 

GLascow.—In common with the rest of the country. in- 
dustrial establishments in the West of Scotland are hard 
pressed for the want of fuel. Messrs. Wm. Beardmore & Co., 
who employ over 3.000 men at the Parkhead Forge, state 
officially that they have no intention of closing down. The 
establishment may be comnelled to slow down should the 
miners’ strike be prolonged, but as a large portion of the 
works is operated by electricity sunplied by the Corporation. 
they hope to carrv on for a considerable time. Other large 
establishments: using electricity are in the same fortunate 
position. Street lighting has heen reduced. 

Nortu-East Coast.—From Berwick-on-Tweed to the Tees 
the continuance of the strike is having serious effects upon 
local industry. The cut in the electricity supply by 50 per 
cent. has meant that several of the shipyards and engineering 
works have had to be closed down temporarily, and a system 
of long week-ends has been adopted, the works shutting down 
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on the Thursday of one. week to the Tuesday of the next.: The 
Sunderland Corporation has restricted the supply to three 
days a week, and the Newcastle Electric Supply Co., Which 
serves Newcastle-on-Tyne, is also having to limit its services 
to its customers. The tramway services in the district have 
been curtailed, and at Newcastle the reduction amounts to 
35 per cent. of the normal cars in use. This drastic reduction 
commenced on April 25th. | | | | 
LANC ASHIRE.— The tramway services in many towns, includ- 
ing Oldham, Stalybridge, and Blackpool, are being suspended 
cn Sundays. At Burniey cars ure being run on Mondays and 
Saturdays only, and the Oldham Electricity Committee has 
circularised its consumers asking them to economise in the use 
of electricity. : ID eh eee 
Hauirax.—The Tramway Committee cut down the tramway 
service practically immediately the coal shortage began in 
order to conserve fuel from the first. The Sunday service 
was suspended after the first week of the strike, and last 
week the Tramway Committee decided that from April 25th 
the week-day service should commence an hour later in the 
morning and cease half an hour earlier at night. . o 
DoNcaAsTER.—It was announced last week that if the coal 
stoppage continued the electricity supply would probably not 
be maintained for more than a further three weeks, as the 
fuel supply would then be exhausted, which would mean 
the cessation of both tramway and general electricity supply. 
The Sunday tramway service was suspended on. April 24th. 
NOTTINGHAM.—The tramway service is to cease at 7.30 p.m. 
daily and the Sunday service has been cancelled. | 
BrabrorD.—Both electricity and gas departments can carry 
on for a few weeks for both power and lighting purposes. 
Bourow.—The Corporation gas and electricity undertakings 
could probably keep going for another six weeks; electricity 
is chietly used for power purposes in the engineering trade. 
HubDbERsFIELD.—[he public services of gas and electricity 
have coal stocks to serve for some time. 
WOLVERHAMPTON.—The motor, electrical, and hollow-ware 
trades are amongst those hit severely. | 
LONDON.-—Drastic curtailments in electric tram way-car ser- 
vices are asked for by the Secretary of Mines in a letter to 
local authorities impressing on them the necessity of observing 
strictly the 50 per cent. restriction in the use of coal. Electric 
power for tramway-car services, 1t 1s stated, should forthwith 
be reduced by at least 25 per cent., and it is suggested that 
services should be suspended wholly or in part during the 
comparatively slack hours of the day. The restriction of the 
use of gas and electricity in hotels is being taken up with 
the Hotel Proprietors’ Associations in London and the pro 
vinces. Considerable movements of coal took place on the 
22nd inst., in order that works of vital national importance 


.could be kept supplied. The Secretary of Mines also states 


that in the public interest strict observance of the fuel and 
lighting regulations is necessary. In a letter addressed to 
proprietors of hotels and boarding houses, the Secretary for 
Mines asks that immediate instructions be given that illu- 
mination shall be reduced to a minimum, a proportion of the 
bulbs being removed in the case of electricity, and that every 
other measure which will tend to conserve the consumption 
of fuel directly or indirectly shall be taken. The letter adds 
that it is not anticipated that further supplies of coal will be 
available until a considerable time after the termination of 
the emergency, and that gas and electricity undertakings will 
shortly have much difficulty in supplying their customers 
unless demands are materially reduced. 

The successive reductions of train and boat services are 
seriously interfering with the ordinary course of post, state 
the Postmaster-General. 3 a , 

The London & South-Western Railway put into force on 
the 92nd inst. several rearrangements in services, and those 
on the suburban electrically-operated lines are being reduced. 
The London tube and underground railways are being 
opened later in the morning and closed earlier at night than 
usual. E. | 1 N a 

STREET AND PUBLIC ILIGHTI NG. Mr Bridgeman, the Secretary 
for Mines. has issued a further direction under the Emergency 
Regulations, 1921, dealing with the restriction of street and 
other public lighting. The coal emergency directions issued 
at the commencement of the present emergency required local 
authorities to restrict such lighting as much as possible, but 
as this has not led to the curtailment which is considered 
necessary the new direction requires that, subject to police 
requirements, the consumption of gas and electricity for street 
and other public lighting shall not. exceed 50 per cent. of the 
quantity supplied and consumed on the corresponding date 
last year. , : 

West Ham.—At the Town Council meeting on Tuesday 
night it was reported that owing to the shortage of coal the 
Electricity Committee had put all consumers on half supply. 


New Belgian Company.—At Antwerp has been embodied 
a company, the Ateliers Marckx. with a capital of 800,000 fr., for 
the construction and working of shipbuilding and repairing yards, 
and all kinds of electrical undertakings. Offices, 36, Quai Sainte 
Aldegonde. - E l 

The N. k. L. A. Conventlom.—The forty-fourth Annual 
Convention of the United States National Electric Light Agas 
tion is to be held in Chicago from May Sist to June 8rd. Tbe 
Convention. headquarters ie to be the Drake Hotel. and further 
information can be obtained from the Committee at that addres 
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Applications for British. Trade Marks.—Appended is a 
summary of the recent applications for British trade marka 
In respect of goods and productions connected with the elec- 
trical trades and industries: — 


Miller. No. 403,776. Class 6.—Dynamos for use in electric 
lighting sets for motor vehicles. No. 403,777. Class 8.— Fitted 
electric switchboards and batteries all for use in connection 
with the electric lighting of motor: vehicles. No. 403,778. 
Class 13.—Metal goods including lamps for vehicles, electric 
fittings used in connection with the electric lighting of, and 
with starting sets for motor vehicles, &c. H. Miller & Co., 
35 Monarch Works, Miller Street, Birmingham. May 5th, 

Triangle and circle design. No. 412,723. Class 8.— Electric 


apparatus. Delta Star Electric Co., 2133, Fulton Street, 
Chicago, U.S.A. February 2nd, 1921. 
Kingsway. No. 404,945. Class 14.—Electro-plated goods. 


Suckling, Ltd., Kingsway House, Albion Street, Birmingham. 
June 8th, 1990. 

Majestic. No. 408,555. Class 18.— Electric heating radiators. 
Majestic Electric Development Co., 656, Howard Street, San 
Francisco, U.S.A. October Ist, 1920. 

Eisemann Magneto Corporation (lettering and design). No. 
112,419. Class 6.—Machinery of all kinds. Eisemann Magneto 
Corporation, 32-33rd Street, Brooklyn, N.Y., U.S.A. Febru 
ary. 2nd, 1921. 

Hotpoint. No. 376,582. Class 13.—Electric appliances for 
heating, cooking, ironing, and cleaning purposes. Hotpoint 
Electric Heating Co., Iemon Street, Ontario, Cal., U.S.A. 
January 23rd, 1917. | 

.Metrovick. No. 401,999. Class 50.— Electric insulators, in- 
sulating materials. and preparations. — Metropolitan-Vickers 
Electrical Co., Ltd., 4, Central Buildings, Westminster, S.W. 
March 17th, 1920. . 

M. V. & M. V. E. C. (lettering and design). No. 403.546. Class 
90.— Electric insulators, insulating materials, and preparations. 
Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd., 4, Central Buildings, 
Westminster, S.W. April 29th, 1990. l 


Electric Carb ns: Meeting of Importers.— We read in 
the Chamber of Commerce Journal that an emergency meeting 
of the carbon importing members of the Electrical Importers’ 
and Traders’ Association was held recently at the Association’s 
offices (London Chamber of Commerce) to consider what action 
should be taken in reference to the Government's proposal 
to impose a 334 per cent. duty for five years on imported arc 
lamp carbons (under the Key Industries Schedule). A special 
committee was formed under the chairmanship of Mr. Charles 
Leven, M.I.E.E. (Electrical Engineering & Equipment Co., 
Ltd.), and a guarantee fund established to combat the in- 
clusion of arc lamp carbons in the schedule referred to. A 
communication was reported from the Kinematograph Ex- 
hibitors’ Association of Great Britain and Ireland, intimating 
its opposition to the Government's policy and its willingness 
to co-operate with the E.I.T.A. in the matter. It was resolved 
to develop active opposition along three lines, viz. :— 

1. A deputation to the Board of Trade in conjunction with 
representative consumers of the goods in question. 

2. Mobilisation of Parliamentary. opposition. . l 


3. Press propaganda, showing the ellect which the propose 
duty would have upon prices to the home consumer and the 
dangers attending the consequent virtual monopoly which 
would be conferred.on a single British manufacturing group. 

The secretary was instructed immediately to take all neces- 
sary steps to give effect to this policy. 


 "ugineering Wages: Conference.— The Times reports 
that a conference between representatives of the Amalgamated 
Engineering Union and kindred organisations and the En- 
gineering and National Employers' Federation was held at 
Broadway House, Westminster, on April 21st, Sir Allan Smith, 
M.P., presiding, to discuss the employers' proposals for re- 
duction of wages. The men's case against the proposals was 
stated, and an adjournment for a week was agreed to. The 
proposals include a reduction of 6s. a week on time rates and 
15 per cent. on piece-work rates, together with the abolition 
of the bonuses of 12} per cent. on the earnings of time workers 
and 71 per cent. on the pay of piece workers. According to 
our contemporary, the conference was a private one, but it is 
understood that-it was represented on behalf of the men that 
the proposed reductions were not warranted, having regard 
to the rate of wages paid to workers in other trades which 
did not require equal or higher skill. It was further claimed 
that the rate of remuneration paid to the skilled engineers 
was not commensurate with the value of the engineering 
products to industry generally. The employers promised to 
take into consideration the arguments advanced for the men, 
and the conference was adjourned until Thursday (yesterdav). 
* Mr. J. T. Brownlie, chairman of the Council of the 
Amalgamated Engineering Union, interviewed at the close of 
the conference, said that the average rate of pay for skilled 
engineers was £4 9s. Id., which was equivalent in money 
wages in 1914 to £1 18s, 3d. The effect of the employers’ 
demands was to reduce the present average wage to £3 13s. 3d., 
or 21.4 per cent. below 1914.” 
. A conference of 900 delegates of the A.E.U. was held at 
fhe Memorial Hall on Tuesday, at which the employers’ pro- 


posa's were considered. It is stated that there was strong 
opposition, firm action and resistance being advocated by some 
speakers. The conference was adjourned until Wednesday. 

The Times further reports the holding of a conference of 
engineering union representatives numbering 120, at Caxton 
Hall, on 22nd inst. Resolutions were passed to the (effect 
that the repréeentatives of the organisations do not commit 
themselves to a joint recommendation witb the employers 
to reduce wages, and that a further meeting be held to con- 
sider the matter. Referring to the attack made on women's 
wages by the Engineering and National Employers’ Federations,” 
& resolution was passed requesting the male membera of the Trade 
Unions to render practica! help and sympathy to the women on 
the grounds that if the reductions were insisted upon they would 
reduce the position of women employed in the industry to 
sweating conditions, which would be a shame to our social life. 


Fires.—According to the Daily Chronicle, damage 
estimated at £15,000 was done by fireon 21st inst., at the electrical 
works of Mers J. Dennis & Son, Knowle, North Devon. 

Damage estimated at £5,000 was caused by an outbreak of fire 
at the electrical engineering works, Strabane, Oo. Tyrone. The 
contents of the works were completely destroyed. 2 


LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES 


Aostralla,—Sypnry. — The Chief Justice has been 
requested to nominate a Judge to hear the application of the City 
Council for power to increase the charges for electricity. It was 
expected that the application would be heard early in March. Mr. 
Forbes Mackay, general manager of the electricity department, in 
his last quarterly report, shows that the apparent loss on the 
trading for the quarter ended December 31st, 1920, was £28,043, 
and for the previous three quarters, £15,709, making the total loss 
for the year £43,752. In submittiog his estimates for 1921, Mr. 
Mackay points out that as the City Council has undertaken the 
legal responsibility of supplying electricity in certain areas, it muat 
do so, irrespective of what ít costs to produce, so that tbe 
revenue and expenditure are practically beyond the control of the 
City Council or its officers. On the basis of the past year's working 


be estimates a lcas of £38,C0) during the current year.— Sydney 


Morning Herald, . 

Ayrshire. — STREET Licgutinc. — The Irvine Town 
Council has decided next lighting season to light the main streets 
of the town with electricity and to fit the gas lamps in the side 
streets with wave pressure mechanism. 


Bognor.— New DIESEL. PLAN T.— The Electricity Com- 
missioners have granted permission for the Bognor Gas- Light and 
Coke Co. to replace an- old 30.kW Dietel engine by a new 90-k W 
set, the output of the station having been practically doubled 
during the last 18 months. 


Continental.— SpANN.— Application has recently been 
made to the Spanish Government for a concession to establish a 
plant to utilise the water power of the River Nalon, near Laviana, 
to generate electricity. 

BELGIUM.—La Scciété Intercommunale Belge d'Electricité in 
order to meet the ever-increasing demand for energy is erecting 
two large generating stations at Alost and  Monceau-Sur- 
Sambre, which will increase the supp'y capacity up to 100,000,000 
kWh. The area supplied comprises Louvain, Malines, Saint- 
Nicholas, Termonde, Alost, Roulers, Courtrai, Renaix, Mons, and 
Charleroi. ! 

FRANCE.— The works of the Compagnie Eleotrique du Nord, at 
Beautor, department of the Aisne, were totally destroyed during 
the wer. The reconstruction, begun at the beginning of 1920, is far 
advanced. The equipment of the new works comprises 16 Babcock 
boilers; two 6, OOO-k W turbo-alternators; one 10,000-kW and, 
later. two 10,000 kW turbo-alternators. Energy will be generated at 
5.000 volta for the district and 45 000 volts for the mainlines. The 
latter include :—A line in the direction of Hirson, two to Cauchy, 
whence distribution will be made to all the Northern mines, a 
line to Compiégne and Beauvais, one to Chauny, Soissons, and 
Pont-Ste.-Maxence, and one in the direction of Laon and Rheims. 
The partial commissioning cf these instaliations is reckoned upon 
towards the end of the current year. 

RusslA.— According to the Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung, for 
some months past the Russian Soviet Government has been making 
great efforts to supply towns and large industrial districte with 
electric power. The largeat of the hydro-electrical stations to be 
erected by the main committee for municipal undertakings of the 
People's Commistarie1 is thst of Svir-Volkovskaya. This station is 
expected to deliver one milliard kWh vcf electrical energy in the 
year— i.e, twice as much as Petrograd consumed in 1916; this 
corresponds to a daily uninterrupted supply of 180,000 h.p. The 
station will be the largest in all Europe. In addition to supplying 
cheap electric power, the erection of the station will make 
sh'pping possible on the Svir, a tributary of the Marinskoye, 
whereby a connection will be made with the Volga and the 
Baltic. The works in connection with the station were commenoed 
in 1918, and, according to the O.t- Europa- Markt, ave making great 
progress.— Economic Review, EN 
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Extracts, published in the Journal of Electricity and Western 
Industry, from & paper read at the Eighth All-Russian Con- 
gress of Soviets, by M. Krzyanowski, show that "the railroads of 
the northern regions are to be electrified. "The electrification of 
the Murmansk Railway is also to be undertaken soon. Great 
power stations are being built on the White Sea, and at Murmansk. 
There is excellent water power in this region. convenient sources 
for the production of electrical energy. Entirely new conditions 
for production are thus being created for the North. Great 
nitrogen works are there being established, also aluminium works. 
With artificial nitrogen, as well as with potash, it is intended to 
intensify agriculture in these regions. A connection by electric 
railway will be effected between the White Sea. Murmansk, and 
Petrograd. The Petrograd region will thus become an absolutely 
modern transportation region, with Petrograd as its central point. 
It has been calculated that in the region on the White Sea a 
million horse-power (in water power) can be exploited. 

“The Petrograd region will therefore obtain power stations 
which will serve the transportation routes to the seas and to the 
interior, create new induatries by using the mighty water power 
resources, and intensify agriculture into a model economy. The 
electrical line from Murmansk to Petrograd will render possible 
the opening up of the ice-free port of Murmansk, which hitherto 
has been very little used." 

Judo-SLAVIA. — The Jugo-Slav Government is preparing & 
scheme for the erection of a central power station at Kostolast. on 
the D.nube, 90 km. below Belgrade, which is to supply electrio 
power and lighting to Belgrade, Smederevo, Pogurévatz, Gotzka, 
Kovine, Panuchovo, and Zenun. The Ministry of Public Works 
has received numerous tenders from contractors.— Review of the 
Foreign Press. 


Coventry. — BULK Suprry Cuarces.— The City 
Council on April 26th received a statement from the Electricity 
Committee that the manager had reported that the decision of the 
Committee of February 28th, 1921, regarding the scale of charges 
on the high pressure or bulk supply rates, had been conveyed to 
the Engineering and National Employera' Federation, and that, in 
response to a request, ths chairman and himself had interviewed 
representatives of the Federation upon the subject, when the 
Federation asked that the following questions should receive con- 
sideration :—(1) The maximum charge for bulk supplies should 
not exceed the price charged for power to low-pressure consumers ; 
(2) The percentage increase should be equitably distributed over 
the whole of the consumers. It was resolvel that the Committee 
was unable to alter its previous decision, 


Douglas (I. of M.) .—ELEOTRICOITT BILL.—On April 
15th the Douglas Ele^tric Light and Power Bill was given a second 
reading in the Legislative Council. An amendment had been pro- 
posed by the Douglas Gas Light Co. This took the form of a 
clause stipulating that the prices charged for energy should be 
sufficient to cover the cost of production. Counsel for the Douglas 
Corporation (the promoters of the Bill) objected to the inclusion of 
such & clause. There was not a similar case in England, because 
in that country there were no gas companies,like the Douglas Gas 
Co., with unlimited powers to charge. It was agreed finally that 
the clause should be printed with the Bill, when it could be dealt 
with by the House of Keys. The Bill was then read a third time 
and passed. 


Dungannon (Co. Tyrone).— ELECTRICITY ScHEME.—At 
a meeting of the Urban Council, the clerk stated that one of the 
Committees had considered the question of public electric lighting, 
and asked the Council to deal with it. As far back as 1902 a 
Provisional Order was obtained, but the powers were allowed to 
run out, and they would now have to start afresh. Mr. Joseph 
Newell said the estimate at that time, made on the advice of the 
best experts in the United Kingdom, was for an outlay of £4,000. 
The only objectors were the Gas Co.'s shareholders, The Council 
referred the matter to the Finance and Lighting Committee to 
prepare data and report. 


Dutch East Indies —WaTER-PoweR DEV&LOPMENT.— 
New projects for the development of water power in the Nether- 
lands East Indies continue to be launched, or to come up for 
consideration, whilst good progress is made with schemes already 
in hand. The Netherlands Indies Chamber of Commerce states 
that work on a power station in the Residency of Batavia was 
commenced last year, and it is presumed that when this station is 
finished more tban 50,000 h.p. will be generated. The power from 
this station is designed to electrify the Batavia Railway and to 
supply light and power to the towns which the railway serves, 
among which Tandjong, Priok, Batavia, Meester Cornelis, Buiten- 
zorg, and Soekaboemi are the best known. In the Preanger 
Regencies plant is under conatruction having an initial capacity of 
3.300 h.p, and as soon as this is running an additional water 
reservoir is to be constructed, so that the initial power of this 
station may be doubled. Oa a tributary of the Tjisadana, to the 
west of Buitenzorg, still another station is to be erected. and the 
machinery at this third point of generation is calculated to 
develop between 25,000 and 28,000 hp The preliminary plans 
for thia work have been completed already, aud as soon ag the 
machinery can ba obtained actual constructional work will 
commence,— astern Engineering. 


Electricity Dlstrict.— WEST RIDING (AIRE AND CALDER) 
Inquigy.—The postponed inquiry which is to be held by the Elec- 
tricity Commissioners at Leede, has been fixed to take place on 
May 18th, at the Civil Court. 


Golborne.— BULK SUPPLT.— In reply to an inquiry from 
the Lancashire Electric Power Co., the Urban Dietrict Council is to 
ask for estimates (a) for supplying electricity in bulk to the Council, 
and (5) for supplying and distributing the electrical energy itself. 


Greenlaw.— ELECTRICITY SCHEME.— Berwickshire County 
Council has decided not to take up the Greenlaw electric lighting 
scheme, A private company has been formed to carry out the 
project. 


Londonderry. — PnRoPosED  EXxTENSIONS. — The City 
electrical engineer (Mr. R. V. Macrory) has submitted a report to 
the Corporation upon the extensions necessary at the electricity 
works, These entail a cost of £53,500, made up of the following 


items :—One 3,0C0-kW turbo-alternator, &o., £27,000 ; switchgear . 


and cubicles, £500; two boilers, chimney, &o.. £15,000; one 
1,000-kW rotary converter, &c., £6,000; foundations, £1,500; 
and contingencies, £3.500. Of this amount the Electricity Com- 
missioners are prepared to sanction £40,227, subject to a deduction 
of £2,727 for the sale of old plant. This reduction is to take into 
account an almost certain fall in the cost of plant and materiale 
before the extensions are finally approved. In addition to these 
plant extensions, further expenditure to the extent of £15,500 is 
recommended. This sum includes items of £6,500 for mains 
extensions, £4,000 for consumers’ services, £1,200 for meters, 
and £1,000 for pillars, boxes, &c. The Commissioners approve 
the borrowing of this amount, with the exception of £2,000 for 
completion of a culvert and half the proposed expenditure upon 
meters. The engineer estimates that these extensions will increase 
the gross profits in 1922 from £3,594 to £16,558, 


London, — Sr. Pancras.— The Borough Council is 
recommended to accept a loan of £20,765 for electricity purposes, 
offeret by the London County Council. Application is to be made to 
the Electricity Commissioners for sanction to borrow £40,272 for the 
purchase of two water-tube boilers and £2,700 for the ereotion of 


u ferro-concrete pump house at the King's Road station. 


Navan.— ELECTRICITY ScHEME.—At an Urban Council 
meeting regret was expressed that the public electric lighting scheme 
had been postponed for 12 months, and it was decided that the 
earliest possible moment should be availed of for reviving and 
proceeding with it. 


Newport (Isle of Wight).—STREET LicHTING.—The 
Electric Light Co, has informed the Town Council that the charge 
for electricity for public lighting has been increased as from April 
1st from 44d. to 6d. per unit. 

Portrush.—PROGRESS or ELECTRICITY ScHEMRE.—The 
Irish Local Government Board having agreed to sanction a loan, 
the Urban Council has accepted the tenders of Messrs. Curran 
Bros. at £12,508 and Messrs. Cochrane & Elliott at £1,652 for 
the new electric lighting scheme, subject to satisfactory terms 
being fixed for the different sections and the early completion of 
the work 88 à whole. 


Preston.—PURCHASE OF UNDERTAKING.—The Finance 
Committee has had under consideration a report of Mr. J. A. 
Robertson respecting the purchase of the undertaking of the 
National Electric Supply Co. and the provision of a new generating 
station on the South side of the River Ribble. The report has 
been adopted, and an application recommended to the Com- 
missioners for a special order authorising the Council to supply 
electricity. 


Ryde (I. of W.).—STREET LiaHTING.—O wing to the 
high initial cost of lighting the town by electricity, the Town 
Council has decided to enter into a contract with the Gas Co. 


Salford. —STREET LIGHrIxd.— The Town Council is to 
apply for sanction to borrow £3,000 to cover the cost of street 
lighting by electricity required in connection with Lower Kersal 
and Weaste housing estates, 


South Africa. —ELECTRICITY SUPPLY BILL. — The Union 
Government has introduced an “ Electric Supply Bill,"providing for 
the establishment of an Electricity Board in which the control of 
electricity supply is to be vested, and which will decide all questions 
relating thereto. Provision is made for the appointment of local 
committees consisting of suppliers and consumers, which will 
have no executive powers, but will act in an advisory capacity. 
The Bill provides also for the establishment of Government 
generating stations, the first of which will probably be those 
required for the electrification of the railways. Sections will 
provide for a certain measure of control over municipal supplies. 
The various municipalities having electricity supplies are vigorously 
opposing the Bill so far as it affects their interests, 


Southend.—PROPOSED ExTENSIONS.—In a report to the 
Corporation, the Electricity and Light Railways Committee 
recommends the following additions at the electricity works to 
meet present and future demands until a larger scheme can be put 
into operation: — Two 1,500-kW turbo-alternators, £40,500; 
motor-converters, £28,680 ; boiler, economiser, and acoees rics, 
£20,000; alterations to buildinga, £4,000; foundations, £2,000; 
switchboard, l.p. and h.p. cables, pipes and valves, £9,250, making, 
with an addition of 10 per cent. for contingencies, £114,873, or 
£38 68. 8d. per kilowatt. 


— — — — - 
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Tamworth.— ELECTRIOITY Scoeme.—The Rural District 
Council has assented to the Atherstone and District Electricity 
Co.'s proposals to supply the district, on the understanding that 
the mains are laid within two years. 


Walkerburn.—H ypRo-ELECTRIC ScHEME.—Messrs. H. 
Ballantyne & Sons have recently completed a scheme for supplying 
power to their two mills by means of the works on the Tweed. 
Two high-speed turbines have been installed, and a reservoir has 
been constructed in the adjacent hills at a height of 1,000 ft. By 
means of this reservoir, which is filled by pumping during the 
night and the week-end, the power obtained directly is augmented 
to meet the full requirements of the mills, a total of 450 h.p. 


Weybridge.—PRIOE INQUIRY.— The Ministry of Trans- 


port is to hold a local inquiry, on May 8rd, into the circumstances 
in which the Urban Electric Supply Co. has applied for permission 
to increase its prices for electricity. 


Worcester,.—P&OoPOSED ExTENSIONS.—In bringing for- 
ward recommendations of the Electricity Committee to carry out 
extensions to the undertaking at a cost of £62,200, the chairman of 
the Committee said that the sum required to meet immediate 
demands was £3,900. The report was adopted. 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Australla.—M ELBOURNE, —The Melbourne Press com- 
plains of the overcrowding of the cable cars, which recently has 
become very serious. Since the electric tramways were introduced 
as feeders to the cable routes in the city, the cable cars have 
proved totally inadequate. It is stated that the cable routes cannot 
be electrified for at least six years. 


Bradford.—P&RMANENT- Way RENEWAL.—Having failed 
to secure the sanction of the Ministry of Transport to run railless 
cars on the Eccleshill, Idle, and Thackley routes to save the coat of 
relaying the track, the Tramway Department is having to renew 
the permanent way at & cost of £35,700. The Advisory and 
Co-ordination Committee, whose duty is to cut down all avoidable 
erpense of Corporation Committees, has approved the Tramway 
Committee's recommendation that the reconstruction of the Bolton 


Road track, from Wapping Road to Lister Lane, be proceeded with: 


immediately. 


Bury.—YzanR'8 WorKING.—The loss on the tramway 
undertaking last year was £10,872, and on the Ratoliffe section 
£2,598. It has been decided to make good the deficiency out of the 
borough rate. Traffic receipts were £131,712, against £122,791 


the previous year, and the total wages were £63,976, against 


£51,423. The amount paid for electrical energy was £17,597, 
215,251, and materials, &o., cost £31,706, against 
818.857. 


Continental.—F aance.—Sanction has been accorded to 
schemes proposed by the Chemin de Fer d'Orléans in the depart- 
ments of the Cantal, Corréze and Puy de Dóme, for the utilisation 
of the waters of the Upper Dordogne, Chavanon, and Rhue, for the 
generation of electricity for the working of ite network, and more 
particularly for the Paris-Orleans line. The estimatec average 
power obtainable, 70,000 kW, represents a yearly output of 
400,000,000 kWh, equivalent to between 400,000 and 500,000 tons 
of coal. The plans for the utilisation of the Upper Dordogne are 
part of a general scheme for dealing with the whole of that river. 
They include in particular the construction of huge regulating 
reservoirs, which, by increasing the flow and lessening the rise, 
will allow of the fuller utilisation of the energy of the river, 
which totals at least 250,000 kW. The company is under special 
stipulations as to the disposal of the excess power, priority being 
given to the departments and owners of distribution concessions, 
the tariff being arranged by the Minister of Public Works. The 
highest points of this tariff are already fixed by a detailed scale, 
revisable periodically. 

Le Triphasé, one of the companies which supplies the suburbs of 
Paris, is applying for authorisation and eventually a concession to 
lay a high-pressure underground main from its station at 
Asnières to Genevilliers, the Ile Saint Denis, St. Denis, and 
Epinay. 

SWEDEN.—Sums amounting to 10,600,000 kroner have been 
voted by the Swedish Parliament for various railway extensions— 
namely, on the Inlands Railway, from Volgsjón to Gullivare, from 
Porjas to Jockmock, and from Jörn to Gubbljaure; and on the 
State railway system from Forsmo to Hating and Hällnä; to 
Btensele. 

ITALY.—À scheme to build an electric railway between Milan and 
Valtidone has been under the consideration of a meeting of provincial 
deputies &nd representatives of the communes of the three pro- 
vinces represented, and it has been decided to make application for 
a concession, and to take stepa to form a company to construct and 
work the line. 


Doncaster.—ConDUCTRESSES.— As a result of a con- 
ference between the Tramway Committee and the local branch of 


the Comrades of the War and representatives of the Unemployment 
Committee, it has been decided that the 20 conductresees still 
retained since the war shall be replaced by men. When the war 
ended there were 100 women in the service. 


Hastings.—STRiKE.—The employés of the Hastings 
Tramways Co. came out on strike on Saturday owing to the dis- 
missal of an inspector for alleged inefficiency. 


Jamaica.—Cost or RAILWAY ELECTRIFICATION.—The 
Timex Kingston correspondent says that discussion is proceeding in 
Jamaica over the wide difference in the matter of cost mentioned 
in two reports which are before the Government for the proposed 
electrification of the Government Railway. The first report, by an 
expert of the American Westinghouse Co., indicated that the 
enterprise would cost £1,000,000, while the report presented by 
British engineers gave the cost as nearly double that sum. It is 
stated that there is considerable riek of the contract going to the 
United States if electrification is decided upon, as the British 
estimate is regarded as prohibitive. 


Leeds. — YEAR'S WonkrNG.—The Tramway Department 
has yielded a surplus of £5,580 on the past year's working, instead 
of a deficiency of £15,000 which was anticipated. Some months 
ago the situation looked very bad. but in rec»nt times the depart- 
ment has made great headway and improved receipts. The exoep- 
tionally fine weather of the early spring is looked upon pertly ss 
the cause of the improvement, and bigger dividends on investments 
have helped. In spite of increased fares, the number of 
passengers carried has increased. At the same time, in view 
of the difficulties of the present times and the oost of renewals, &c., 
the department has decided that it is necessary to apply for powers 


to increase the statutory maximum fare from ld. to 2d. per mile, 


though it does not follow that the new maximum, if secured, will 
be put into practice. 


London,.—CHEAP FARES.—Àt the meeting of the L. C. C. 
on April 19th, the Chairman of the Highways Committee, replying 
to a question regarding the institution of long-distance ld. fares 
upon the tramways in the middle of the day, said that close con- 
sideration was necessary before the matter could be decided upon ; 
the deficit of £550,000 had to be faced. 


Rochdale.— Year's Workinc.—Although the past year's 
revenue was £186,855, an increase of over £25,000 on the previous 
year. the increased expenditure on the Oorporation tramways 
involved a loss of £9,335. There was a loss of £2,682 a year ago, 
and to provide for this total deficit of over £12,000, it is proposed 
to use the whole of the reserve fund, £10,282, and to rate for the 
remainder. The gross profit was £79,160, but capital and other 
charges show an increase of over £17,000. Increased fares were in 
uperation for nine months of the year. 


Swansea.— THREATENED STRIKB.— The Times states 
that the Swansea tramway and omnibus employés have decided to 
strike to-night (Friday) if the coal dispute is not settled by that 
time. ' 


United States.— TRAFFIC CONTROL.—A new type of traffic 
tower is being erected at a busy crossing in Detroit. The new 
tower is rectangular in shape, and is higher than the towers 
formerly used. The tower is located at an extremely busy and 
dangerous intersection, being in front of the city hall where 
Michigan and Monroe intersect Woodward Avenue. As the streets 
converge at this point, the intersection is broad, and the traffic is 
very congested on account of travel proceeding in various directions 
at sharp angles and turns being varied and not at right angles. 
Pedestrians find considerable difficulty in negotiating street 
crossings at this point. The new tower places the traffic officer 
well above the street, so that a clear view of all traffic can be 
obtained. Movement of street cars and vehicles is governed both 
by day and night by coloured lights, the lamps resembling auto- 
mobile headlights in size and design. The lamps are mounted on 
top of the tower. Signal bells mounted on street lamp poles at the 
kerb corners are also used to give signals that traffic shall proceed or 
atop according to the regulations indicated by the coloured lights. 
Red, green and yellow lights are used to indicate the various 
movements of traffio.— Electric Traction. 


Yorkshire.— FARE INcREASE.—The Rawdon District 
Council, last week, protested vigorously against the proposed 
application by the Leeds tramway department for authority to 
increase the statutory maximum fares from 1d. to 2d. per mile. 
It was pointed out that the fares had already been increased, and 
any further increase, now that prices were falling, should be 
avoided. The fare between Leeds and Rawdon, originally 4d., was 
now 64d., and when a profit was made Rawdon ratepayers got no 
benefit in the way of reli: £ of rates from the Leeds tramways. 

The Yeadon District Council is also formally to oppose the 
application. It was held that the increase. if put into operation, 
would double the fares of ordinary passengers and increase 
workmen's fares four times. 

At the Pudsey Town Council meeting. last week, Mr, J. B. 
Hyland, objecting. contended that both Leeds and Bradford, which 
served the district with tramways, forgot that in the past they 
had taken tremendous amounts out of their tramway undertakings 
for the relief of their own rates, and now they were beginning to 
lose a little they wanted other people to pay. The matter was left 
in the hands of a Sub-Committee. 
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TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Chlna.— NEW WIRELESS STATION.— Finance and Com- 
merce learns that the Mitsui Bussan Kaieha is constructing a high- 
power wireless station about 9 miles east of Pekiog, the plant 
covering nearly 1,000 mow. The sending station in the east, and 
the receiving station in the west, are about a mile apart. The 
power house and four of the six steel towers, each 700 ft. high, are 
finished; the remaining two towers will be ready within two 
months. The construction of this plant, which was commen^ed 
last April, was delayed by prolonged negotiations with over 300 
small landowners, who had to be bought out. The contract with 
the Chinese Government was signed on February 21at, 1918, but 
no time was set for the completion of ita provisions. The con- 
tractors guarantee the amortisation of the capital invested. The 
Government is reported to be considering the establishment of 
wireless telegraph stations at Chefo> and Weihsien, in Shantung. 
thus covering the district east of the Kiaochow-Tsinan Railway 
built by the Germans.— Reuter's Trade Service (Shanghai). 


France,— WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY.—At present France 
possesses four large transmission statione—Eiffel Tower, Basse 
Lande, La Doua (Lyons), and Croix-d'Hins (Bordeaux); aud six 
large receiving stations—Villejuif, Poitiers, Basse-Lande, Eiffel 
Tower, Neufchalet, and Chartres, which ensure communication 
with the outer world. Already commercial services are eatab- 
lished with Great Britain, Hungary, Jugo-Slavia, Bulgaria, 
Rumania, the United States, China, Madagascar, and Africa, North, 
Central, and West. A scheme is being preparei for an inter- 
colonial service with stages at Saida, Bamako, Brazzaville, 
Tananarivo, and Saigon, The Mipistry has also eatrusted the 
Extra-Parliamentary Wireless Telegraphy Commission with a 
supplemental scheme to include Djibouti, Noumea, Tahiti, the 
Martinique, and Guyana. Thus every French colony will possess a 
wireless station, There is a marine wireless system which places 
vessels in communication with Cherbourg, Lorient, Bayonne, and 
Oran, and the stations at Boulogne, Havre, Ushant, Bordeaux- 
Bous at, les Saintes-Maries de la Mer, Marseilles, Nice, Bonifacio, and 
Algiers, are also open to business messages. The principal shipping 
companies have signed agreements with the wireless companies 
for the transmission to their vessels of news from the wireless 
stations. In France, local services have been established, 
especially among the hills, in order to provide against the 
breaking of telegraph wires in bad weather, and along the coast 
for communication with the adjacent islands. A contemplated 
interdepartmeutal rervice has been abandoned for financial reasons. 
In order to render the long-distance services more methodical, the 
hours for transmission to various parts of the world have been fixed 
according to a regular time-table. For instance, from Croix-d'Hins 
messages are dispatched to Shanghai from 3 to 5, to Tananarivo 
from 5 to 6, to Brazzaville from 7 to 9, and to the United States 
(Tuckerton) from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., &o.— Epo'tateur Francais, 


Guerasey.— The accounts of the Guernsey States Tele- 
ie Department for 1920 show total income £10,153, expenses 
including allowances for sinking funds and depreciation, £2,827), 
£10,102, leaving a net profit of £51. The capital expenditure on 
construction account amounted to £62,131; £5,719 had been paid 
off a States 3 per cent. loan of £32,000 raised in 1905, and the 
reserve funds for depreciation and contingencies amounted to 
£32,692, but of this sum £30,131 had been u:ed on construction 
work. A special sinking fund forthe redemption of amounts taken 
from reserve for construction work amounted to £4,133. The 
number of subicribers' lines was 2,208 ; total number of lines, 
2,662 ; and the number of calls was 1,668,767. 


Italy.ä— NEW WIRELESS PrANT.—By a Decree dated 
December 20th, 1920, approval is given to an agreement come to 
between the Italian Ministry of Posts and Te'egraphs and the 
Italian Ministry of the Marine, providing for the radical trans- 
formation of the wireless plant at the Coltano naval wireless 
station, which is now to be equipped with the most modern 
machinery aud apparatus for the transmission and receipt of 
messages, both private and public. A new station is to be built, 
which will be linked up with the State telegraph system, and be 
able to transmit messages across the Atlantic, and to the greatest 
distances, After the completion of the moderaisation the station 
is to be handed over to the Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs. 


New Zealand. — PRINTING — TELEGRAPEs.—Telegram 
printing is not exactly & new discovery, but the application of 
electrical machines which will enable a message to be typewritten 
at one end and received printed at the other is new to New Zealand. 
Some machines of this description were due to arrive in Wellington 
by the first week in March. Mr. E. A. Shrimpton, chief telegraph 
engineer, stated to the Auckland Weekly News that the consign- 
ment consisted of two multiplex machines, and one start-stop 
combination, which would enable communication by printed tele- 
gram to be established almost at once, either between Wellington 
and Christchurch or Wellington and Auckland. 


Nova Scotia —M &r£oR.—The Cunarder Saronia, which 
arrived at Halifax, N.S., on the 19th inst., reported seeing st noon, 
15 miles off Halifax, a meteor hurtling from the clouds at an angle 
of 45°, which burat into flames near the water, leaving a column of 
smoke behind it. The event was also seen from several points on 
land, Wireless operators reported unusual electrical distu: bances 
for a period of 24 houra prior to the event, which ceased af'er the 
fall of the meteor. 


Phllippines.— NEW Casie.—The Commercial Pacific 
Cable Co. recently completed the laying of an underground cable 
between the towns of Sorsogan and Bacon, across the Sorsogan 
Peninsular, Lower Lvz»n Island which will connect at Bacon with 
the Commercial Pacific Cable Co. submarine cable running from 
Guam, and at Sorsogan will be joined up with a section of sub. 
marine cable running to Manila. This change has been made to 
remove the submarine cable from the San Bernardino Straits, 
where strong currents and a rough bottom have frequently been 
the cause of interruptions. The underground cable was manu. 
factured by the Okonite Co., Passaic, N.J., and the whole change 
was expected to be completed by the end of April. 

The cableship George Ward was at the end of March engaged in 
repairing one of the French Co.'s cables off the ooast of France, 
This was her first work as a cable-ship ; she was formerly the 
steam yacht Beryl, and was at one time used by the Prince of 
Monaco for deep-sea research work in all parts of the world. 

This company has opened a new cable office at 75, Edmund 
Street, Birmingham, with direct' connection with the ocean cables 
— . & T. Aqe. 


Spain. — SEMAPHORE AND WIRELESS STATION. — 
Endeavours are being made to obtain the construction of s 
semaphore and a wireless telegraph station on Monte Ferro at 
Vigo, but several details remain to be settled before the plan can 
be carried out. Reuter's Trade Service (Barcelona). 


Telegraph Service, — DEFERRED TELEGRAMS.— The 
Postmaster-General announces that the deferred servioe by the 
routes of the North Atlantic Cable Companies (Anglo-American, 
Commercial, French and Western Union) to. Canada, U.8.A., Cube, 
British West Indies, and Australasia, has been restored. The rates 
chargeable are, in most cases, one-half of the ordinary rates shown 
in the Post Office Guide." l 

The rate figures for Canada are still applicable to the route ru 
Imperial, and to that route only. 

Deferred telegrams for Australasia, British West Indies and the 
United States may be sent via Imperial at the same rates as by the 
other routes. 

Figures are not allowed in the text of deferred telegrame by the 
above-mentioned services, except in the case of telegrams for 
Canada, British West Indies and Australasia routed via Irmperial.— 
Board of Trade Journal. l 

On and after May Ist the rate for telegrams to Tanganyik vill 
be increasei to 28, 4d. a word to Dar-es-Salaam, and 2s. 6d. 4 word 
to places inland. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The date given in parentheses at the end of the paragraph indicates 
the issue of the ELEOTRIOAL REVIEW in which the "Oficial 
Notice" appeared.) 


OPEN. 


Argentina.—June 18th. The Department of Overseas 
Trade has been informed by telegram that the Department of 
Sanitary Works is calling for tenders for the supply and erection 
of electric power batteries and lighting plant at Mar del Plata 


Lo:al representation is essential. When a copy of the specifiostion 


is received by the Department of Overseas Trade it will be made 
available for consultation. 


Australla.— M ELBOURNE.— Postmaster-General's Depart- 
ment, May 31st. Telephone switchboards (Schedule No 1,670)" 

May 31st, P.M.G. 29,500 porous oells, No. 1 size to specifica 
tion (Schedule No. 1,685) ; 20} tons ammonium chloride (Schedule 
No. 1,683).* , 

May 31st. Victorian Electricity Commissioners. Morwell power 
echeme : Street poles (Specification No. 47); copper cable (Specifi 
cation No. 66). (April 15th.) 

June 15th. Victorian Government Railways. 50 oil-immersad 
single-phase track and signal transformers for power signalling 
(Contract No. 33,901).* | 

June 22nd. One eleotrio lifting magnet (capacity 4 ton), one 
440-V motor generator. 

Jane 29th. Supply of 1-ton platform type industrial storage 
battery trucks, also battery-charging equipment. Rewter's Trad 
Service (Melbourne). 

August 10th. 250 core-type impedance bonis for powe 
sigaalling, with a capacity of 1,000 amperes per rail; alio 50 
miles of solid iusulated copper wire, No. 14 Brown & Sharpe 
gauge, and £0 miles of solid insulated copper wire, 16 standard 
gauge. l , 

August 17th. 3,000 sets of renewals for caustic sols primary 
cells.— Reuter's Trade Service (Melbourne). 

August 30th. Board of Works. Four electrical centrifugal 
pumps, each with a capacity of twelve million gallons daily— 
Reuter Trade Service (Melbourne). 

PERTH.—May 25th.  Postmaster-General's Department. Iron: 
work, as por Schedule 704. (April 22nd). 2 


Barusley.—May 3rd. Town Council. Electric light 


Mein for 100 houses, C. F. Moxon, architect, 3, Regent 
uth. 
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Belgium. — May 27th. The Service d'Etudes et de 
Controle des Applications de l'Electricité, 52, Boulevard du Regent, 
` Brussels. For the supply and installation of ten electrically- 
operated. capstans in eonnection with the locks on the Upper 
Soheldt. a 

April 28th. Municipal authorities of Saint-Gilles-lez-Bruxelles. 
Cooling plant for the electricity generating station. Specification 
from the Service de l'Electricité, R 40, Rue de Bethléam, Saint- 
Gilles, near Brussels. Tenders to the College Communale. 

May 5th. Municipal authorities of Erquennes (Province of 
Hainaut) Installation of & primary and secondary electricity 
distribution syatem in the town. Tenders to the Maison Com- 
munale, whenoe particulars may be obtained. 


BRUSSELS.—May 11th. Belgian Post and Telegraph authorities 
at La Salle de la Madeleine, Brussels, Supply of a quantity of 
telegraphic and telephonic apparatus, including 600  Morss 
manipulators and 250 milli-amperemeters. 


Buenos Alres.— June 3rd. Board of Sanitary Works. 
Supply and erection of the plant and accessories for a new generating 
station, previous tenders having been called for in 1919 and 1920. 
The plant comprises three four-cycle Diesel engines of 375- h. p., 
and adapted to run on orude petroleum from Comodoro Rivadavia, 
and three three-phase alternators, each of 250-kW, 2,200 volta 
between phases, 50 oycies and a power factor of 8.“ 


Edinburgh.—May 26th. Electricity Department. E.h.p. 


and l.p. switchgear for aub-station. 


Fiji Islands,— The municipality of Suva invites tenders, 
closing June 30th, for the supply and erection of a 200-kW, 
480/520-V, three-wire, d.o. generator, directly coupled to a 300 h. p. 
verticnl Diesel oil engine, together with accessories for generator 
and pa nel.— Jteuter's Trade Ssrvice (Melbourne). 


Ipswich.—Electricity Supply Department. One 500-kW 
rotary: converter or motor converter. (April 15th.) | 


Jug o-Slavia.— May 1st. The Serb, Croat, and Slovene 
Ministry of Public Works. Erection of a power station, main 
conductors and transforming stations in oonnection with an 
electrical scheme at Kostolac for the supply of energy to Belgrade, 
Semlin , &c.* 

Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation at Belgrade has 
recaived an inquiry from a local contractor with regard to plant, 
&o, required for the electric lighting of a town in Serbia. 
The inquirer wants offers from United Kingdom firms for two 
40-kW dynamos and 59 km. of overhead cable, &c., for the supply of 
current to about 1,200 hoases. The Serb-Croat-Slovene State is 
one of the countries to which the Export Credit Scheme applies. 
The name and address of the inquirer may be obtained on applica- 
tion to the Department of Overseas Trad» in Lon?oa. 


London,.—FurnHaMw.—May 4th. Electricity Department. 


Two Green economisers or oth»r approved make of 100 and 440- 
tube capacity respectively. (April 22nd.) 

ST. PANCRAS.—Elestricity Department, Paper insulated, lead- 
covered, and armoured cable, (See this issue.) 


Manchester.—May 2nd. Electricity Committee. Three 
steam turbine-driven boiler feed pumps. (April 15th.) 

May 10th. Electricity Department. Weldless steel lamp columns. 
(See this issue.) | 


New Zealand.— June 28th. Public Works Department. 
Ten s.p. oil-filled transformers for the conversion of three - ph we 
eurient at 50 oycles, the voltage ratio being 50,000/11,000, for 
Waikato power sch ame.“ 

June 28.h. Supply and delivery at Lyttelton of two 50-kVA, 
two 100-kVA and two 200-kVA condensers in connection with the 
Lake Coleridge electric power supply (Section 116). 


South Africa.—PRETORIA.—May 10th. Municipality. 
Switchgear. Tenders, marked “Electric Light and Power 
Department, 1920 Extensions, Contract No. 5,” to Deputy 
Town Olerk, Municipal Offices, Pretoria. Deposit, five guineas. 
Farther particulars may be obtained from the general manager of 
the Electric Light and Power Department, or from the consulting 
ped Mr. G. M. Clark, 40-42, Meischkel's Buildings, Johan- 
nesburg. ‘ 


Southampton, — May 14th. Electricity Department. 
3-phase, 6,000-V cable. (See this issue.) 


Urnguay. — June 28th. Ministry of Public Works. 
Three electric gantry cranes and a “Temperley " type aerial trans- 

tter for the Port of Paysandu. Tenders in Spanish and framed 

&oco:danoe with the mo lel to the Ministry of Pablio Works.“ 


4A of the specification, &o., can be consulted at the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, S. W. I. 


CLOSED. 


Belginm.— Ten firms submitted tenders last week to the 
Service d'Etudes et de Controle des Applications de l'Electrio:té, in 
Brussels, for the supp'y and installation of the necessary plaut 
for the electrical operation of the locks on the Upper Scheldt. 
The lowest was that of Messrs. Bracke & Monin, of Ghent 
(853,452 franos), and the highest that of the Société Anglo-Belge 
Fꝛotrique, of Brussels (1,296,557 franca). 


Government Contracts,— The following Government 
contracts were placed during March, 1921 :— 


ADMIRALTY (CONTRACT AND PURCHASER DEPARTMENT). 


Electrically-driven booster set.—Electric Construction Co., Ltd. 

Fans and spare parts.—Veritys, Ltd. 

Insulating materials.—H. Clarke & Co. (Manchester), Ltd.; Mica and 
Micanite Supplies, Ltd.; E. J. North Hardy & Son. 

Motors.—Lancashire Dynamo Co., Ltd. 

Switchboard panels.—liritish Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 

Transformers.—Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. R 


War OFFICE. 


Valves for wireless telegraphy.— General Electric Co., Ltd.; Mullard 
Valve Co. 
Electric lighting (Windsor Combermere Barracks). Jackson & Boyce. 


Post Orricg. 


Protective apparatus.—Evershed & Vignoles, Ltd. 

Telegraph apparatus.—Power Equipment Co., Ltd.; Walters Electrical 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 

Telephone apparatus.—British L. M. Ericsson Manufacturing Co., Ltd; 
A. C. Cosser, Ltd.; Peel-Conner Telephone Works; Phonophore Con- 
struction Co., Ltd.; Reid Bros. (Engineers), Ltd.; Sterling Telephone 
and Electric Works, Ltd. 

pee battery boxes.—Sicmens Bros. & Co., Ltd.; W. D. Tucker and 
ons, Ltd. , 

Telegraph and telephone cable.—Callender's Cable & Construction Co., 
Ltd.; Hackbridge Cable Co., Ltd.; London Electric Wire Co. and 
Smiths, Ltd. 

Cords fur telephones.—British Insulated & Helsby Cables, Ltd. 

Cable drums.—Western Electric Co., Ltd. 

Ducts.—Mountford, Phillips & Co. (1920), Ltd, 

Electric cable-hauling machine, Dover submarine cable depot.—Jolnson 
and Phillips, Ltd. 

Laying conduits.—Birmingham-Worcester (section I): Wyatt Bros. Cam- 
berwell, Southwark, &c.; Acton Vale, Kensington, Paddington, and St. 
Marylebone, Southwark Street area, Briphton-Worthing (section II): 
Portsmouth, Shedfield, and Willesden, Wembley, &c.: O. C. Summers, 
Dudley-Stourbridge, Cradley Heath, and Birmingham-Dudley-Tipton : 
Martin & Element, Ltd. Wallsend: W. Turner (Ardwick), Ltd. Bel- 
fast-Newtownards: J. Ross & Son. Manchester-Bury-Burnley (N.W. 
district): J. Wimpenny & Co. Hornsey, Islington, &c., Hammersmith, 
&c., Fulham, &c., and Westminster, Chelsea and Holborn: A. Thomson 
and Co. Weybridge, Woking, Chertsey, Byflect, &c.: Hardy & Co. 
London-Dartford-Chatham (Gravesend Spur): H. Farrow. London- 
Uxbridge-High Wycombe (South Midland section II): Grieg & Mat- 
thews. 

Manufacture, supply, drawing-in, and jointing cable.— Mill Lanc-Streatham 
Exchange and Reading Spur: Western Electric Co., Ltd. London- 
Weybridge: W. T. Henley's Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. 

Transmitting set (North Foreland Wireless Station).—Radio Communication 
Co., Ltd. 

H.D. coper wire.—R. Johnson, Clapham & Morris, Ltd. 

Enamelled wire.—London Electric Wire Co. & Smiths, Ltd. 

G.I. strand wire.—Shropshire Iron Co., Ltd.; F. Smith & Co, Wire Manu- 
facturers, Ltd. 

HicH COMMISSION FOR INDIA. 


Accumulators.— Edison Accumulators, Ltd. 

Cells (sections).—]. Stone & Co., Ltd. 

Armature coils.—General Electric Co., Ltd. 

Crucibles.—Morgan Crucible Co., Ltd. 

Insulator cups.—Taylor, Tunnicliff & Co. 

Dynamos, &c.—]. Stone & Co., Ltd. * * 

Ebonite.— North British Rubber Co., Ltd. 

Generating sets. — General Electric Co., Ltd. 

Switchboard.— Ferguson, Pailin & Co., Ltd. * 

Voltoids.—Brunner, Mond & Co., Ltd. 

Copper wire.—British Insulated & Helsby Cables, Ltd.; Callender's Cable 
and Construction Co., Ltd. 


Crown AGENTS FOR THE COLONIES. 


Electric light fittings.—Chloride Electric Storage Co., Ltd. 

Lux cells.—Chloride Electric Storage Co., Ltd. 

A.c. motors.—British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. P 

Pumps and motors.—Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Export Co., Ltd. 
Stoneware troughing.—Callender’s Cable & Construction Co., Ltd. 
Switchboard section.—Sicmens Bros. & Co., Ltd. 
Telegraph poles and insulators.—Bullers, Ltd. 

Telephones.—British L. M. Ericsson, Manufacturing Co., Ltd. © > 
Telephone apparatus.—Automatic Telephone Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 
Telephone switchboard.—-British L. M. Ericsson Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 
X-ray apparatus.—Watson & Long. 


H.M. Office or Works. 


Engineering services, Hertford House electric — lift.—W. Wadsworth 
and Sons, Ltd. Houses of Parliament, main and sub-main boards: 
British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. Kew, insurance office electric 
wiring: Alpha Manufacturing Co., Ltd. Leeds, removal and erection 
of electric lift: Marrvat & Scott, Ltd. National Physical Laboratory, 
cables, &c. : Pirelli-General Cable Works, Ltd. 


` Boarp or Peustic Works, DUBLIN. 
Belfast, electric work and supplics.—A. Stevenson. 


London. — BATTERSEA. — Electricity Committee. The 


Committee recommends that the following contraste be renewed : — 
Electricity meters.—Chamberlain & Hookham, Ltd., and Ferranti, Ltd., 
for one year. ^ 
Electrolytic meters.—Reason Manufacturing Co., Ltd., for one year. . 
Cables, &c.—Callender's Cable & Construction Co., Ltd., for one year. 
Box compounds and Trendite bitumen.—Dussek Compounds, Ltd., for six 
months. 


Sr. Pawcris. — Electricity and Public Lighting Committee. 
Recommended : — 


Erection of ferro-concrete pump-house, £2,700.—D. G. Somerville & Co. 

Six 1,0:0-amp. circuit-breakers, two 2,90)-amp. do., £164.—Park Royal 
Engineering Co. Eight tenders received. 

Two additional water-tabe boilers, comp'ete with pipework, &c., £47,190.— 
Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd. i 


Rochdale.— The Corporation Tramways Committee has 
decided to order steel tires from Belgium. The tender quoted a 
price of £25 5e. per ton free at port at Antwerp, and, even after 
aldiog freight charge of £2 5s. a ton, there will be a saving of 
£17 10s. a ton as compared with British tenders, All tbe British 
quotations were at the same fizu-e—£45 a ton. 


Weillngborongh.— Board of Guardians: — 


Electrical work in eonneoction with laundry alterations, — Wellingborough 
Electric Supply Co. 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Junior Institution of Engineers.—Friday, April 23th. At Caxton Hall. 
Westminster, S.W. At 8 p.m. Lecturette. Rambling Remarks on 
Expert Evidence,“ by Mr. W. A. Tookey. 

Friday, May 6th. At Caxton Hall, Westminster, S.W. At 8 p.m. 
Lecturette, “ Fire Resistance of Aggregates for Reinforced Concrete, by 
Mr. D. W. Wood. 


Sonet or of Engineers (Incorp. ).—Monday, May nd. At 17, Victoria Street 
t5 p.m. Ordinary meeting. 


Institute of Metals.— Wednesday, May 188 At the Institution of Mechani- 
cal £ngineers, Storey, 8 Gate, B. W. At 8 p.m. Annual May lecture, by 
Prof. T. Turner, on The Casting of Metals.“ 


Institution of Civil Engineers. e May 4th. At the Institution, 
Great George Sireet, S.W, At 4 p.m. Presentation of the Kelvin Medal 
to Dr. W. C. Unwin, F.R.S., by the Right Hon. A. J. Balfour, O.M., F.R.S. 


Chemical Society: —Thursday, May 5th. At Burlington House, Piccadilly, 
8 p.m. Ordinary meeting. 


Ms of Electricai Engineers.—' Thursday, May 5th. At the Institu- 
tion of Civil Engineers, Great George Street, 8. W. At 6 p.m. Con- 
tinuation of discussion on Tariffa.” 

Scottish Centre.—Friday, April 29th, At Dundee. rAt 7.90 
Paper on Some Thermal Characteristics of Electric Ovens and Hot- 
plates,“ by Messrs, E. Grittiths and F. H. Schofield. 

Western Centre.— Monday, May 2nd. At the Grand Hotel, Bristol. 
At 5.50 p.m. Address by the President, Mr. LI. B. Atkinson. A dinner 
will be neld after the meeting at which the President will be present. 


Society. Friday, May 6th. At the Philosophical 


burgh El 
Institute. AtSp.m. Annual meeting. 


Roentgen society: .—Friday, May 6th. At Manchester. Paper by Prof. W. J. 
Bragg, and a demonstration by Prof. A. V. Hill. 


NOTES. 


The Kelvin Med al.— The presentation of the first award 
of the Kelvin Medal will be made by the Right Hon. A. J. 
Balfour, O.M., F.R.S., in the hall of the Institution of Civil 
Engineers, to Dr. William Cawthorne Unwin, F. R. S., on Wednesday, 
May 4th, at 4 o'clock. 

The Medal was founded in 1914, principally by British and 
American engineers, to commemorate the achievements of Lord 
Kelvin in those branches of science which are especially applicab:e 
to engineering. The award is dealt with by a Committee of the 
Presidents of the representative British Engineering Institutions, 
after their consideration of recommendations received from similar 
bodies iu all parts of the world, and, in accordance with the terms 
of the Trust, it ia made to the person whom tne Committee finds 
to be moat worthy to receive this recognition of pre-eminence in 
the branches of engineering with which Lord Kelvin's scientific 
work and researches were identified. 


Finsbury Old Students’ Association.— The annual 
smoking concert of the Finabury Technical College Old Students’ 
Association was held at Anderton’s Hotel, on April 22nd. Dr.G. T. 
Morgan, O.B.E, F.R.S., was in ths chair, and all those present 
voted it à vary successful affair, especially the musical programme 
arranged by Mr. L. M. Clark. A.I.C., F. C. S., which left nothing to 
be desired. During the evening a Wallis-Jones Medal was pre- 
sented to Mr. L. Gowing Scopes, F.C. S., for the best paper 
contributed during the year by an old Finsbury student, his paper 
being on “The Properties of Some Chlorhydro-carbons and their 
Uses in Chemical Analysis.” 


Smoothing Out the Load Curve.—The following is an 
extract from a brochure entitled Water Power and Fuel Pro- 
blems," reprinted from the Tenth Annual Report of the Com- 
mission of Conservation, Canada :—" As a means of smoothing out 
theload curve, 'ataggered' hours for olosing appear to offer great 
promise. A recent investigation made in Boston showed that at 
least 15,000 KW in generating capacity would be saved on the 
system of the Edison Electrical Illuminating Co. if 30 industrial 
establishments would change their working hours by 30 minutes. 
Fifteen thousand kilowatts represent about one-sixth of the total 
estimated peak load of the Boston system for this winter. The 
comparatively small change in closing hours required to effect 
such a large increase in available capacity is very striking." 


X-Ray Motor Ambulance,.—An X-ray motor ambulance 
wagon, presented by the Eccentric Club to the College of 
Ambulance, and «quipped by the Red Cross authorities, is now 
available for servicein London and a surrounding area of 25 miles. 
Accompanying the wagon is an operator and staff of specially 
trained assistants and ambulance men. The ambulance is intended 
primarily for men disabled in the war, and for the sick or injured 
in civil life who are too ill to be moved. Application should be 
made for it by doctors, to the Managing Secretary, College of 
Ambulance, 56, Queen Anne Street, Cavendish Square, W.1 
(Telephone, 4652 Mayfair) The ambulance is free to the poor, 
‘but charged for in the case of those who can afford to pay.— The 
Times, 


The Lord Rayleigh Memorial.—It bas been decided 
that the memorial to the late Lord Rayleigh, F.R.8., which is 
being promoted by & Committee of Fellows of the Royal Society 
and Members of the University of Cambridge, shall take the form 
of a plaque containing a medallion in Westminster Abbey. Up to 
the present time a sum of between £1,400 and £1,500 has been 
subscribed for that purpose.—Zhe Times. 


No May-Day Strike in Paris.— The Paris correspondent 
of Ihe Times says there is to be no general strike in Paris on 
May Ist this year. At a mecting of the trade unionists of the 
Seine Department recently the principle of a general 
strike was adopted, but at the same time the delegates of the 
ruiiwaymen aud transport workers announced that their men 
Would not cease work. Gas and electricity workers and men 
in the public services will also work as usual. 


Weekly Wage Nates.— Some information with regard to 
wages Is given by Dr. Macnamara (Minister of Labour) in a 
Written reply to a Parliamentary question. He states that, 
among organised. workpeople, the increases since 1914 in weekly 
rates of wages for full time ranged froin about 10U per cent. in 
a few cases to over 300 per cent. in a few others. The general 
average is probably in the neighbourhood of 160 per cent. or 
170 per cent. It ıs not practicable to state in detail in what 
cases reductions in wages have been agreed upon specifically 
for the purpose uf lowering prices and stunulating employment, 
but reductions of wages were taking place in the railway ser- 
vices, the Civil Service and the woollen and worsted indus- 
tries, and also in hosiery, civil engineering, vehicle building, 
and other trades, in accordance with fluctuations in the cost of 
living. In the iron and steel industries automatic reductions 
of wages were taking place according to the full in the selling 
price of products.—Machinery Market. 


The Electrical Trades Benevolent Iustitutlon.— On 
Monday last the annual general meeting of the Institution 
was held at the oflices of the Cable Makers’ Association. Mr. 
J. Y. Fletcher, chairman of the Committee of Management, 
presided, and there was a small attendance of members. 

The report of the committee stated that the number of 
members and subscribers was 306; the total income irom 
contributions for the year was £1,724, including shares given 
by Mr. E. Manville, M.P. With the receipts from dividends 
and other sources, the total income was 42.387, compared 
with £3,445 in 1919 (a year which benefited by two special 
appeals). After paying grants and expenses, a balance of 
42,006 was placed to capital account. lhe total amount of 
the invested funds wes £14,356, a sum obviously far from 
adequate to meet the demands tor pensions which are certain 
to be made in the near future." Assistance has been given 
to every qualified person who has applied for it. The situation 
of the labour market will doubtless iead to a far larger number 
of grants being necessary this year. Local advisory committees 
are in full working order in Cardiff, Glasgow, Manchester, and 
Newcastle-on-lyne, and are doing splendid work for the In- 
stitution; it is hoped that during 1921 similar committees will 
be formed in Birmingham, Leeds, and Liverpool. The number 
of collectors shows a gratifying increase, due to the operations 
of the local advisory committees, but there is still an insuti- 
cient number working on the staffs of firms; the committee 
appeals to the heads of firms to encourage members of their 
statis to become members of the Institution, and to induce 
one meniber of the stall to undertake the collection of the 
subscriptions. Only those who have been members for five 
or more years, or their widows and children, are qualified to 
apply for pensions. Mr. E. Manville presided over the annual 
festival on December 15th, and his appeal resulted in a collec- 
tion of £1,137. He was ably supported by the vice-presidents, 
Mr. Ll. B. Atkinson and Mr. W. O. Smith. 

The chairman remarked that printing, stationery, and postage 
expenses had been £123, compared with £56 in the previous 
year; secretarial and office expenses were less—£146, com- 
pared with £171. ‘The secretary was now acting in an hono- 
rary capacity. The result of the annual festival differed little 
from the previous year, but other subscriptions (£306) showed 
a falling-off compared with £638 in the previous year, and 
other donations, £350, compared with £1,041. The previous 
year benefited by a legacy of £100. The total income from 
investments was £613. Six grants were made, compared with 
four in the previous year. ‘The annual festival this year, to 
be held on October 26th, would be presided over by Mr. LI. B. 
Atkinson. 

The report and accounts were adopted, and the members 
of the committee who retired by rotation were re-elected en 
bloc, together with Mr. J. H. Farthing, vice-chairman of 
Manchester and District Local Committee, and Mr. A. H. 
Allen. In view of the death of Mr. T. E. ‘Gatehouse, a vote 


. of condolence with his family and the ELECTRICAL Review, 


Ltd., was passed. Hearty thanks were tendered to the hon. 
secretary, Mr. F. B. O. Hawes, for his valuable services in 
the past, and for his willingness to continue to do the work 
of the Institution. The hon. auditors were re-elected, and 
votes of thanks were accorded to the hon. solicitors, the Press, 
the chairman. and the Cable Makers’ Association. Rule 10, 
clause (c), and Rule 11, clause (d), were amended to provide 
for the case of local advisory committees, and a confirmatory 
meeting will be held on June 27th. 


France's Reclaimed Coal Pits.—The Anzin mines, in 
the North of Franoe, noted for their extremely deep shafta, were 
reported on April 21st to have been pumped free of water. 
During the war period the Germans destroyed all the pumping 
gear as well as the shaft fittings. After the shafts had been 
partially repaired, new electrically-driven pumpe had to be taken 
down several hundred feet in order to reach the water in the more 
distant galleries. — Evening News. 
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Service Notes.—The big battle cruiser Juflerible which 
took such a prominent part in the Battle of Jutland, and 
ia the Dardanelles—in the course of which she was severely 
atrained—is to be sold out of the service. The Jnflerible waa the 
first battle cruiser fitted with electrically-driven big gun turrets, 
Lieut. H. Bellman, Glamorganshire Fortreas Engineers (Electric 
Lights Company) has relinquished his com mission. but retains his 
rank. A number of Territorial officers who served with Electric 
Lights Companies during the Great War, have been appointed to 
the Reserve of Officers on relinquishing their commissions. 


E.P.E.A. Meeting.—On April 20th a meeting was held 
at Newoastle, under the auspices of the Electrical Power 
Engineers’ Association. The chair was taken by Mr. J. N. Waite, 
and Messrs. P. S. Thompson and G. W. Essex also spoke. It was 
mentioned |that the Association now hadi over 4,000 members, 
500 of whom were in Newcastle and district. 


Railway Electrificatiog.— The manager of the London 
and North-Western Railway Co., in a paper to the Manchester 
Statistical Society, on April 21st, remarked that the country was 
on the threshold of great electrical development, and that the 
electrification of railways would give a great stimulus toa national 
system of electrical power production. 


INSTITUTION NOTES. 


Institation of Electrical Eagineers.— Members of the Institution 
and others will be glad to hear that the work of redecorating the 
Institution building is being rapidly proceeded with, and that 
there is every proepect that the Institution will be reinstated, at 
least on the ground floor, by the middle of May. 

The following nominations for election as ordinary members of 
Council (which are additional to those already made by the Council) 
have been received :—Lieut.-Col. F. A. Cortez-Leigh, T.D., R.E., 
nominated by Messrs. O. H. Baldwin, S. W. Baynes, J. H. Bowden, 
G. Broughall, R. H. Houghton, C. Jones, H. W. Jones, P. V. 
McMahon. E. T. Ruthven Murray, L. L. Murray, C. W. Neele, P. J. 
Pybus, C. B. E., P. Rosling, A. M. Sillar, W. J. Thorrowgood, and A. H. 
Walton. Mr. W. C. P. Tapper, nominatel by Messrs, A. W. Blake, 
F. A. Bond, E. Calvert, A. C. Cramb, F. W. Parte, L. L. Robinson, 
C. N. Russell, A. H. Shaw, C. N. Staniland, and W. C. Ullman. 

BENEVOLENT FuND —In our issve of December 24th we 
announced that Mr. E. M. Hughman, of Bombay, had offered a 
donation of £250 to the Benevolent Fand of the Institution of 
Electrical Engineers, on condition that 19 similar donations were 
received. The offer expires on June 30th, 1921, The Committee 
charged with raising the fund has obtained Mr. Hughman's 
consent to the sums of £250 not being contributed solely by single 
donors, but by group subscriptions. The Territorial Centres of the 
Institution are taking steps to organise such group collections, 
which will doubtless be supported by members of the Institution 
of all classes. The Secretary of the Institation of Electrical 
Engineers, 1, Albemarle Street, London, W.1, will reply to any 
inquiries on this subject. 

SUMMER MEETING.—Up to the present 288 names have been 
received, including 87 ladies. A circular giving details of the 
arrangements has been received from the Secretary as we go 
to press. 

NORTH MIDLAND TERRITORIAL CENTRE.—The committee of this 
Centre has circulated a letter in support of the nomination as an 
ordinary member of the Council of the Institution, of Mr. Thos. 
Roles, city electrical engineer, Bradford. The committee feels that 
Mr. Roles would be a very desirable addition to the Council of the 
Institution, on account of his personal qualifications and his very 
active services to the Institution and to the North Midland Terri- 
torial Centre. Mr. Roles was recently chairman of the Yorkshire 
Electricity Supply Linking-up Committee, and is the immediate 
Past-President of the Incorporated Municipal Electrical Associa- 
tion. He is at present a member of the Council and Executive 
Committee of the British Electrical Development Association, a 
member of the British Engineering Standards Association, repre- 
senting the I. M. E. A., and a member of the Joint Committee of the 
B.E.A.M.A. and the I.M.E.A., for dealing with matters of interest 
to the two Associations. We may add that he is one of the most 
popular, as well as efficient, members of the Institution, and can be 
relied upon to say what he thinks and to play the game." 


Junior Institution of Engineers.—Under the auspices of the 
Junior Institution of Engineers, a paper upon industrial electric 
lighting was read recently by Mr. N. Thornton, A. M. I. E. E., at 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. Mr. Thornton complained that many electric 
lighting installations were carried out in a haphazard manger, 
questions of design and the efficient use of lights being dis- 
regarded. 

Faraday Society. —Paysico-CHEMICAL PROBLEMS RELATING TO 
THE SoIL.—The Faraday Society is organising a general discussion 
on the above subjeo: to take place during the aft :rnoon and evening 
of May 31st next in the rooms of the Chemical Society, London, 
Wbi:h will be presided over by Sir A. Daniel Hall, K.C.B., F. R. S., 
chief scientific adviser to the Board of Agriculture. The discussion 
will be opened by Dr. E. J. Russell, F.R.S., director of the Rotham- 
stel Experimental Station, who will generally survey the subject. 
A series of papers dealing with soil moisture, organic constituents, 
absorption and colloidal phenomena will then be put forward as a 


basis for discussion. It is expected that among those present will 
be Prof. Sven Oden, of the University of Upzala. Further parti- 
culars of the meeting may be obtained from the Secretary of the 
Faraday Society, 10, Easex Street. London, W.C. 2. 

Institute of Metais.—At a meeting of the Sheffield Centre, on 
April 15th, Mr. H. A. Greaves, one of the inventors of the Greaves- 
Etchell steel-melting furnace, read a paper de:cribing a new type 
of electric furnace for non-ferrous metals. After a survey of the 
principal existing types, the author said that the outstanding 
feature of the new furnace was a permanent resistance supported 
directly above the metal. This arrangement, it was claimed, was 
far more efficient than if the heat had to be reflected from the 
walls and roof of the furnace. Of course, in the aro furnace the 
heat was directed down upon the metal, but in that type the 
volatilisation of the metal and the damage to the furnace walls 
were greater. 


Gosport Rotary Club.—On April 14tb, Captain W. H. Upton 
Marshall, R.E. (T.), M.LE.E., delivered a lecture to the members of 
this Club, upon " Electricity." The lecturer explained the pro- 
visions of the Electricity (Supply) Aot of 1919, and gave an 
indication of the improvements aimed at by its application to 
various parts of the country. Portsmouth's poaition in connection 
with the scheme was explained, and the lecturer briefly outlined 
the dn of the electricity undertaking. He said that he 
understood that Gosport was taking a supply for lighting from 
the Tramways Co. He considered that unsatisfactory—a better 
N would be to take a bulk supply from a large supply 
station. 


Edinburgh Electrical Soclety.—On April 22nd, Mr. James 
Plucknett, A.M.I.E.E., gave a very interesting lecture on Relay 
Automatic Telephones." 

The lecturer explained the apparatus in foll, and the general 
lines on which it worked, and finally took his audience through & 
maz3 of connections, showing what happened from the time a 
caller took off his receiver until it was again replaced, and he 
stated that he pinned his faith on the relay system on account of 
the entire absence of complicated moving parts. Subsequently, an 
adjournment was made to inspect the Relay Exchange which Mr. 
Plucknett's irm has recently fitted in an Edinburgh office. This 
was the first installation of the kind in the East of Scotland. 
During the course of the evening it was mentioned that the 
Relay Co. had 10 exchanges on hand for India, and its first 
thousand line exchange for the British Post Offica was in course of 
completion at Fleetwood. 


Manchester Wireless Society.—On April 5th Mr. Alexander Marr 
(the Vice-President) read a paper on The History of the Tele- 
phone." The lecturer sketched the history of the development of 
the telephone from the time of its invention by Prof. Alexander 
Graham Bell up to the present day. 

On April 6th, by the courtesy of the North-Western Section of 
the Institution of Electrical Engineers, members of the Society were 
enabled to hear a lecture by Prof. Marchant on "Recent Develop- 
ments in Wireless Telegraphy." 

On April 9th a very successful whist drive and dance was held at 
the headquarters, nearly 100 members and friends being present. 


Chief Technical Assistants’ Association. —The annual dinner of 
the Association was held on April 16th. Mr. J. R. J. Bowden, 
A. M. Inst. C. E, presiding. A number of visitors attended. and the 
opportunity was taken to present to Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Parker (a 
former chairman of the C.T.A.A. and Past-President of the 
E.P.E.A.), a handsome solid silver tea and coffee service as a token 


of esteem and appreciation from the C.T.A.A. for their devoted 


efforts in the interests of the technical staffs. The musical enter- 
tainment was of a high order, and provided again by Mr. W. E. 
Bradshaw, of Islington, ably supported by Messrs. Ricketts and 
Young ; a most enjoyable evening was spent. 


OUR PERSONAL COLUMN. 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
technical or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements, 


Mr. E. GUTHRIE BOWERS, electrical engineer to Messrs. 
Bruntons, of Musselburgh, is to sail to-day, April 29th, to take up 
the appointment of assistant mechanical and electrical superin- 
tendent to the Bombay Port Trust. 


Messrs. E. J. P. BENN and FRANK ELLIOTT, representing 
the Industrial League and Council, have left for the United States 
to convey fraternal greetings to similar organisations on that side 
of the Atlantic, and to study in the big industrial centres the 
problem of re-adjustment of wages, in view of falling prices, and 
steps for the re-establishment of overseas trade. 

Mr. F. FRESHWATER, who has retired from the position of 
manager of the Teesside Tramways, Stockton-on-Tees, upon the 
municipalisation of the system, has b:en presented by the staff 
with a gold-mounted walking stick and a wallet of notes, together 
with & gold brooch for Mrs. Freshwater. 

MR. C. E. ALLsOPP, of the Bradford Corporation Electricity 
Department, was elected, last week, as president of the Bradford 
Engineering Society. 


Ma. J. G. RICHARDSON, telegraph superintendent, Edinburgh, 
was the recipient of an illuminated address and a Georgian silver 
tea service from the Edinburgh Telegraph Department, at a con- 
versazione on Saturday evening, on the occasion of his retirement. 

Limerick Corporation has appointed Mr. F. FLYNN acting 
electrical engineer, with MR. GRUND as assistant. 

Ma. CAMPBELL, who is retiring from the position of borough 
engineer at Huddersfield, after 23 years’ service in that capacity, t» 
take up private practice. was presented last week by Mr. Jagger, 
deputy engineer, with an electric reading lamp, from the office 
staff, and a dispatch case from the workmen of the Highways and 
Tramways Permanent-Way Departments. 

Mr. H. J. SKINNER, assistant distributing engineer im the 
panes Borough Council electricity department, has resigned his 
position. 

Pror. EINSTEIN has accepted an invitation from King's College, 
London, to lecture at the College in May. 

‘Mr. A. B. CARTLAND, of 3, Creechurch Lane, Leadenhall Street, 
London, E.C. 3, has been appointed sole representative for London 
and South Counties for Messrs. Wm. Whittaker (Burnley), Ltd., 
boiler farnace manufacturers, and Messrs. The Premier Appli- 
ances Co., Ltd., boiler expansion joints. 

We understand that Mr. J. H. WILD. M. I. E. E., for many years 
with the Lancashire Dynamo and Motor Co., Ltd., of Trafford 
Park, and since 1916 assistant superintendent of electrical manu- 
factures to Vickers, Ltd.. has left the latter firm, and joined the 
board of Nathan & Allen, Ltd., of Westminster. Mr. E. P. 
LUCKING, who has been closely associated with the firm of 


Nathan & Allen for seven years, has also joined the board of the 
new company. 


Obituary —Mr. JohN AiTCHIsON.— The death took place on 
April 17th, at Chalmer's Hospital, Edinburgh, of Mr. John Aitchison, 
who, from the time the installation was put down, had held the 
position of electrician at Floors Castle, Kelso. 


Will.— The late MR. O. A. BARRETT (of the Hoff mann Manu- 
facturing Co., Ltd., Chelmsford), left £413,106 net personalty. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Olivers, Electro-Platers, Ltd. (174,314).—Private com- 
pany. Registered April 20th. Capital, £2,000 in 41 shares. ‘Yo carry on the 
business of electrical and mechanical engineers, clectricians, engineers, and 
contractors, manufacturers of electric apparatus, electro platers, electrotypers 
and stereotypers, polishers, electro depositors, enamellers and lacquerers, metal 
refiners, motor car, boat, omnibus, van, and carriage proprietors, &c., and 
to adopt an agreement with H. D. Oliver. The first. directors are: H. D. 
Oliver (managing director), 42, South Market. Road, Great Yarmouth; G. 
Richardson, brachead, Bonhill, Dumbartonshire; G. E. Wolsey, Westwood, 
Southtown, Great Yarmouth; S. R. Woodger, Gable End, Marine Parade, 
Great Yarmouth; H. Williment, 31, Regent Street, Great. Yarmouth. Secre- 
tary: H. Williment. Registered. office: 42, South Market Road, Great Yar- 
mouth, 


J. H. Humphrey, Ltd. (174,271).—Private company. Re- 
Eistered April 18th, Capital, £1,000 in £l shares. lo adopt an agreement 
with J. H. Humphreys, of 5, High Fold Lane, Utley, heighley, for the 
acquisition. of the business of an electrical engineer carried on by him. The 
permanent directors are: F. J. Cowie, 62, Duckworth Terrace, Bradford, 
engineer; J. H. Humphrey, 5, High Fold Lane, Utley, Keighley, electrical 
engineer; 5. Barraclough, 22, Duckworth Terrace, Bradford, engineer. Qualifi- 
cation: 50 shares, Secretary: W. G. Hunt, Registered office: Downham 
Street, Bradford. 


Brom ford, Ltd. (174,255).—Registered April 16th. Capi- 
tal, £500,000 in EI shares (290,000 preference). To carry on the business of 
manufacturers of and dealers in metal tubes, conduit tubes, and other kinds 
of fittings for electric wiring, and all apparatus, articles, and accessories used 
in connection with the erection and fitting up of electrical installations, metal 
rollers, wire drawers, steel makers, iranmasters, electrical, mechanical, hydrau- 
lic and general engineers, &c. The minimum subscription upon which the 
directors may proceed to allotment is 5,000 shares. The first directors are: 
J. H. Aston, Beaudesert Park, Henley-in-Arden; J. Baker, Ih: Grange, South 
Road, Smethwick, near Birmingham; G. Beesley, The Pump House, Barnt 
Green, Birmingham; J Rollason, Hampton Manor, Hampton-in-Arden. Quali- 
fication: £300. Remuneration of chairman: £300 per annum, of other directors 
(except managing director): €200 per annum. Solicitors: Pinsent & Co., 6, 
Bennetts Hill, Birmingham. No notice of situation of registered office was 
filed at time of incorporation. 


John Collier & Co, (Electrical Engineers), Ltd. (174,260). 
—Private company. Registered April 16th, Capital, £20,000 in £l shares 
(12.000 A and 8,000 '"B"). To take over the business of an electrical 
engineer carried on by J. Collier at 29, King Street West. Manchester. The 
first directors are: J. Collier, Pullwyvke, Ambleside (permanent); J. Ratcliffe, 
72, High Lane, Chorlton-cum-Hardy, Manchester; W. Reynolds, 26, 
Delaunays Road, Higher Crumpsill, Manchester. Qualification: 1,000 shares. 
Registered office: 29, King Street West, Manchester. 


Nathan & Allen, Ltd. (174,313).—Private company. Re- 
gistered April 21st. Capital, £10,000 in £1 shares, To take over the practice 
of Nathan & Allen, electrical engineers, of 25, Victoria Street, S. W. The first 
directors are: F. B. Nathan, 14, Charleville) Mansions, W.14; J. H. Wild, 
Nantwych, St. Botolphs Road, Worthing; P. S. Allen, 20, Grey Coat Gardens, 
Westminster; E. P. Lucking, 15, Chaysworth Gardens, Acton. W. 3. Qualifica- 
tion : 150 shares. Repistcred office: 25, Victoria Street, S.W.1. 


Woodaloid, Ltd. (174,326).—Private company. Regis- 
tered April 20th. Capital, £1,000 in 900 participating preferred shares of 
£l each, and 2.000 deferred shares of Is. each. To carry on the business of 
mechanical or electrical engineers, pattern makers, founders, workers in wood 
and wood substitutes, hardware manufacturers, &c. The first directors are: 
A. B. Shaw, 232, South Norwood Hill, S. E. 25; S. J. Rouse, 2, Tanfield Court, 
Temple, E.C.; W. R. Gaff. 7, Rusham Road, Wandsworth Common, S.W. 
Registered office: 2, Tanficld Court, Temple, E.C. 


Indurit Products Co., Ltd. (11,695).— Private company. 
Registered in Edinburgh April 16th. Capital, £1,000 in £1 shares. To carry 
on the business of manufacturers of “ Indurit " and other electrical, insulating, 
and moulding materials. The first directors are: W. Hunter, 4a, St. Andrew 
Square, Edinburgh, technical consultant; R. Howden, 50, Leamington Terrace, 
Edinburgh, gentleman; J. H. Fairyrieve, Cherry Cottage, Uddingston, analy- 
tical chemist; W. Grant, Broomknowe, Mossend, engineer; D. W. Cowe, 
1, Park Place, Trinity, Leith, gentleman. Qualification: 50 shares. Secre- 
tacy: H. Howden. Registered office: 4a, St. Andrew Square, Edinburgh. 


Particulars of the Electrolytic Zinc Co.. of Australasia, 


Ltd., have been filed pursuant to Section 274 of the Com. 
panies (Consolidation) Act, 1908. The capital is £3,000,000 in £l shares 
(1,500,000 8 per cent. cumulative preference and 1,500,000 ordinary}. A private 
company was incorporated in Victoria, Australia, on June 2nd, 1916, as the 
“ Electrolytic Zine Co. of Australia Proprietary, Ltd.," to quarry, crush 
smelt, calcine, refine, dress and amalgamate, manipulate electroly tica’! 5 
otherwise, and prepare for market, ores, metals, fluxes, tailings, concentrates 
slimes, mineral substances, and other products of mines in Australia or else 
where. |t was resolved on September 6th, 1920, that the word *' proprietary" 
be omitted from the title, and that the company be converted into a public 
company. The British address is at Pinners Hall, Austin Friars, E.C., whore 
A. J. Smith is authorised to accept services of process and notices. Th 
directors are: Hon. W. L. Baillieu, T. B. Birkbeck, M. Cohen, A. J. F. k 
Bavay, C. Fraser, W. M. Hyndman, B. Kelly, G. C. Klug, H. A. Sheppard, 
Hon. G. Swinburne, J. L. Wharton, and W. S. Robinson, all of Melboury: 
G. W. W. MacKinnon, 24, Evelyn Gardens, S.W.7; F. A. Govett, Holidey 
House, Sunningdale, near Ascot; and G. G. Hay (us alternate to F. 4, 
Govett), 18, Stonebridge Park, Willesden, N.W. l 


H 
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OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES, 


Sun Electrical Co., Ltd.—Satisfaction to the extent of 


£275 on April Ilth, 1921, of debenture stock dated March Bist, 1911, securny 
47,000. 


Lancashire Ordnance Accessories Co., Ltd. — Particular 
of £50,000 debentures authorised July Ich, 1920, whole amount issued (regis 
tered April láth, 1921, pursuant to Order of Court). Property charges 


Company's undertaking and property, present and future, except uncalled 
capital. 


Quead, Ltd.—Satisfaction to the extent of £2,000 on 
March 3lst, 1921, of debentures dated November Yth, 1920, securing £5,000. 


Uxbridge & District Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Mortgage 
dated April oth, 1921, to secure £1,000, charged on certain land and premisa 


in Hillingdon West, Middlesex, Holder: E. J. Garner, 118, High Street, 
Uxbridge. 


Cammell Laird & Co., Ltd.—Convevance dated March 
3lst, 1921 (supplemental to trust deeds dated March 22nd, 1905, snd July wA, 
1901, to secure £500,000 4} per cent. debenture stock and £1.000,000 à per 
cent. debenture stock). Charged on certain land and premises at Penina, 
Yorks, Trustees: Rt. Hon. Lord Stuart of Wortley, 7, Cheyne Walk, 
Chelsea, S. W., and A. Tongue, 13, St. Ann Street, Manchester. Al cum 
veyance dated March 30th, 1921 (supplemental to trust deed dated Jenusry 
Ist, 1914, securing £500,000 5 per cent. first mortgage debenture stock), 


charged on above-mentioned peepee Trustees: Law Debenture Corporation, 
Ltd., 24, Old Broad Street, E.C. 


London Electric Wire Co. & Smiths, Ltd. (101,353).—Re- 
turn dated March 25th, 1921. Capital, £1,250,000 in 750,000 ordinary and 
500,000 preference shares of £1 cach, 644,070 ordinary and 400,000 preler-nce 
shares taken up, £35,035 paid, £694,035 considered as paid. Mortgages and 
charges : Nil. 


Northampton Electric Light & Power Co., Ltd. (28,610). 
—Return dated March 9th, 1921. Capital, £250,000 in 10 * A," 212,801] " B" 
ordinary, and 37,38 B.“ preference shares of £1 each, all issued and fully 
paid-up in cash. Mortgages and charges: £71,625. 


CITY NOTES. 


The annual general meeting of this com- 
pany was held on April 20th at Winchester 
House, Old Broad Street, Mr. P. D. Tuckett 
presiding. In proposing the adoption of 
the report, the chairman said that the results for the past 
year, although they showed a substantial improvement over 
those of the previous 12 months, were still far from being 
satisfactory. ‘Shey had now a connected load 70 per cent. 
larger than in 1914, and nearly 90 per cent. larger than in 
1913, when they were paying the preference dividend with 
every prospect of an ordinary dividend jn the near future; 
yet, instead of deriving a more than equivalent increase of 
profit from that increased load, they were to-day, after making 
the increased depreciation provision which the enhanced cost 
of renewals now called for, actually deprived of any return on 
their share capital. Before the war the total working costs were 
about 480.000. Last year they exceeded £280,000, an increase 
over 1919 of £00,000, of which the increased price of coal and 
the increased rate of wage accounted for nearly 450,000. 
Until confidence was restored, and a commercial equilibrium 
established between costs and revenue, there could be no 
active development, and certainly no prospect of a cheup of 
abundant supply, so far as their small isolated undertakings 
were concerned. If with current costs and rates of charge 
they were denied the right to earn an adequate return on 
their pre-war capital, how was it possible for them to extend 
the business by the expenditure of further capital on plant 
and mains costing nearly three times as much and with capital 
costing nearly twice as much? Even if the expenditure 
would enable them to secure some reduction of their generat- 
ing costs, the capital charges would render it prohibitive. 
Thus, at a time when there was every prospect of an increasmg 
demand for electricity, they had no alternative but to revers 
their progressive policy so as to avoid at all costs any develop- 
ment involving capital expenditure. "Their customers were 
bound to suffer, but until costs fell or the Government faced 
the facts and provided an appropriate remedy, the difficulty 
would remain. However much consumers might want a 
supply, and however anxious they might be to give it them. 
it was commercially impracticable for them to face the cost. 


Urban Electric 
Supply Co., Ltd, 


Re 
= 
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At present they were compelled to charge some consumers 
more than they should, because they were prevented from 
‘charging others as much as they should, for there was this 
very marked and important difference between maxunuin 
rates now and before the war. Then they were maximum 
rates in fact, with a sufficient margin over the rates actually 
charged. To-day they were in practice minimum rates with 
less than no margin. He believed the whole system of control 
by maximum rates was wrong. Either they were high 
enough to be inoperative: us before the war, or by their 
imadequacy us at present they ran counter to every economic 
Taw and so destroyed the very basis on which the development 
of the business depended. Small undertakings like theirs had 
suffered much more severely than the larger ones. He would 
explain the main differences affecting them, and he could 
do so the more readily because he was a director of the City 
of London Electric Lighting Co., which was one of the most 
successful of the larger undertakings. Apart from summer- 
time and early shop closing, which bad generally deprived the 
smaller undertakings of a disproportionately large proportion 
of their comparatively small revenue, thereby raising both 
their capital and working costs per unit, they had been hit 
‘twice as hard as the larger undertakings by the increased 
price of coal and the increased rates of wage, without having 
been able to compensate themselves by making percentage 
increases in their rates of charge to the same extent that the 
larger undertakings had been able to do; and in this connec- 
tion they must bear in mind that coal, wages, and salaries 
represent over 80 per cent. of their working costs. A large 
undertaking. using large turbine generating sets, consumed 
some 2 to 3 lb. of coal per unit, whereas this company, with 
their small reciprocating sets, could not expect to consume 
much less than 5 lb. or 6 lb. per unit. The increased price 
of coal hit them, therefore, twice as hard as it hit the others. 
Then, as to wages. Before the war in their small country 
. towns the class of labour and supervision they employed was 
very different to that employed in the great cities and large 
industrial centres. The nature of their business compelled 
them to run their stations cheaply, and as a rule their men 
under the easier and pleasanter conditions were content to 
work longer hours at a considerably lower wage. But now 
that wages and working hours were regulated by Joint In- 
dustrial Councils on a more or less uniform standard through- 
out the country, it had had the effect of increasing wage rates 
altogether disproportionately, besides compelling them in some 
cases to employ an additional shift. To take a hypothetical 
example, where the City Co. were paying £2 before the war, 
the Urban Co. were paving little more than £1 for a cor- 
responding service, so that, although thev might now be 
naying £5 against the Urban £3 10s.. their wages bill was 
increased 150 per'cent. where this company’s was increased 
250 per cent. With regard to the auestion of compensating 
price. before the war the average lighting rate of the City 
Co. was little more than 3d. per unit. whilst they were gener- 
ally charging from 5d. to 6d.. but whereas the City Co. had 
been able to follow their rising costs by corresponding in- 
creases of price, until they were now charging fd. per unit, 
thanks to their 8d: maximum rate having afforded them an 
ample margin, the Urban Co., whose costs were altogether 
disproportionately increased, had onlv recently been allowed 
fo charge up to 10d. per unit in half their undertakings and 
up to 1s. ner unit in the remainder, their original maximum 
rates of 7d. and 8d. having afforded them no similar adequate 
margin within which to adjust their prices. In other words, 
the Citv Co.. with doubled costs, had been free to more than 
double its price, whereas this comnany with trebled costs had 
heen: condemned to starve for three vears and could now 
barely, double theirs. He was not saying that 10d. and 1s. 
might not appear fairly high rates compared with those 
charged by large undertakings or those to which recently thev 
had been restricted, but they were not high in relation to the 
costs which had been imposed on the company, nor would 
they appear high if they had been allowed gradually to 
advance them contemporaneouslv with their rising coats. 
Turning to the Electricity (Supply) (No. 2) Bill, the speaker 
avid: °“ What fate awaits it T am unable to say, bnt it is 
certainly ill-calculated to restore confidence to a sorelv tried 
industry, and I shall he much surprised if it does not meet 
with strenuous opposition. Should its controversial provisions 
lead to its rejection or withdrawal, T do not know what steps 
may be taken to ensure the grant of, the enlarged powers 
in regard to prices which the welfare of the industry makes 
it so vital for the Ministrv of Transport to nossess, but until 
their powers are enlarged I see little prospect of our obtaining 
fnrther relief so far as maximum rates are concerned. In 
these times we must no doubt all expect to suffer, but T see 
no justification whatever for subiectine our small undertakings 
to the impossible conditions under which we are compelled to 
work them and at the same time arbitrarily denying us the 
right to meet those conditions, so far as it might be possible 
for us tò do so, in the same way that every untramelled 
industrv ‘has been free to do. and has heen obliged to do. 
It wonld he well for von not to lose sicht of the fact that the 
camtal value of our plant has largely increased, that the 
underlying bdsis of the business is essentially stable, and that 
we consequently only reauire fair trading conditions to enable 
nat earn a: reasonable return.“ Proceeding to refer to 
the aecounts, Mr. Tuckett said that in the net profit 


and lo account’ there was & substantial increase in. 


the interest charges, due to the increased capital expendi- 
ture Which they had been forced to incur during the past two 
years in making good the war-time arrears, whilst their in- 
creased earnings had involved them in an additional income 
tax charge of £6,500, leaving them with a net balance of 
£25,540, as compared with 47.606 a year ago. He 
was afraid the shareholders would feel some disappoint- 
ment at the directors’ inability to recommend the resumption 
of a preference dividend, but, despite the substantial improve- 
ment shown, the company's financial position rendered it 
hupossible for them to deplete their cash resources at the 
present time. Owing to their inability to adjust their rates 
of charge to their constantly rising costs, he estimated that 
they had been deprived during the past few years of something 
not far short of £150,000, which would have been available 
for the payment of dividends and for meeting their other 
current financial needs. As it was, all their available resources 
had been absorbed in providing the additional working capital 
Which their higher working costs now entailed or were re- 
quired to meet such current capital expenditure as their 
statutory obligations inevitably compelled them to incur. Re- 
garding the future, the outlook for the current year was by 
no means assured. They were doing all they could to reduce 
their working costs, but with over 80 per cent. of the total 
represented by coal, wages, and salaries, over which they had 
a very limited control, it was not easy to effect any large 
reduction independently of the general reduction which they 
all hoped to see before long. Ihe only other means or im- 
proving the position was by incredsing the revenue. They 
could not do that by active development involving capital 
expenditure, and, except in one case which was now pending, 
they were of opinion that it would be inopportune and futile 
to press for a further increase in their selling rates until they 
knew the fate of the Bill now before Parliament under which 
the Ministry of Transport was seeking enlarged powers. 
Mr. E. Charrington seconded the motion, and the report 
was adopted. | 


Mr. J. Taylor, presiding at the annual 


Automatic meeting, held at Liverpool on April 19th, 
Telephone said that the profit for the year was £15,369, 
Manufacturing plus £9,341 brought forward. Depreciation, 
Co., Ltd. preference dividend, and other outgoings 


| having been paid, there remained a balance 
of £6,861 to be carried forward. It was not possible to pay a 
dividend on the ordinary shares. With regard to the agree- 
ment made in March, 1920, with the International Automatic 
lelephone Co. for the promotion of sales of the Strowger 
automatic telephone in colonial and foreign territories, this 
alliance was undoubtedly proving successful, and would be 
Justified. The directors’ efforts had been chiefly concentrated 
on the arrangement necessary to cope with a larger volume 


- of business, and this had involved the expenditure of a large 


amount of money, which had not shown any immediate profit- 
earning result. The first fruits were, however, manifesting 
themselves in valuable orders received from Japan, India, 
South America, and elsewhere, and many large telephone ad- 
ministrations had finally decided that for economic reasons 
the advantage of automatic over manual telephones was already 
beyond dispute. This company had found it necessary to very 
largely increase its engineering and manufacturing capacity. 
As the expense involved was for development purposes, which 


` should favourably reflect on future business, they had decided 


to charge only two-thirds to the 1920 account, the balance 
being charged to a development account. During 1990 they 
had to do a considerable amount of reorganisation and con- 
struction work, which had temporarily militated against their 
earning capacity, but such work was necessary, and the direc- 
tors had every confidence in the results provided the work- 
people did not prejudice by adherence to a policy of limited 
output the company's ability to meet foreign competition, and 
provided also that general international business was of a 
normal character. A hopeful feature was the company's 
railway signalling department, because when released from 
Government control the railways of the country would neces- 
sarilv have to spend money in improvements, and from the 
opinions expressed by railway engineers on the different de- 
vices introduced by the company it would appear that a fair 
share of the business should be secured. Finally, the speaker 
expressed the belief that the results of 1920 were better in 
fact than would appear from the balance sheet; time would 
prove this to be so. | i 

Mr. D. Sinclair, managing director, seconded the adoption 
of the report, and it was carried. | 


— 


Mr. J. Annan Bryce (chairman) presided 


Metropolitan- on April 20th over the twenty-first annual 
Vickers general meeting of the company. The 
Electrical chairman. in moving the adoption of the 
Co., Ltd. report, first commented on the accounts. 


i and pointed out that the capital now stood 
at 42.395 000. viz., £1.135.650 ordinary shares, £1,234,370 pre- 
ference shares, and £95,000 deferred shares. The prior lien 
debentures continued to diminish in amount: with increased 
rupiditv. owing to the operation of the sinking fund, and last 
vear £10.900 was extinguished. “ Sundry creditors and credit 
halances " showed the large incrense of nearly 4£1.200,000. 
This item included reserve for income tax, corporation tax, 
and excess profits tax, but the increase waa mninly caused hy 
t'e large amounts due to suppliers of material owing to the 
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great increase in the tutnover. The general reserve account 
had been increased by the appropriation of £100,000. The 
balance carried forward was increased by nearly £8,000. On 
the credit side of the balance sheet no alteration had been 
made under the heading patents, goodwill, &c." Works. 
inachinery, &c.," had risen by, roughly, £100,000, owing 
mainly to additions to buildings, machinery, and plant., de- 
preciation amounting to £63,000, and a large expenditure on 
maintenance, having been written off as usual. Stock and 
materials on hand " showed the large increase of £1,140,000, 
caused by the greater volume of business. Special care had 
been taken to value on a conservative basis, and every effort 
was made to keep purchases of material as low as possible. 
" Sundry debtors and debit balances '" also showed the large 
increase of over £800,000 due to the same cause, much greater 
volume of business. Cash in hand and at bankers ’’ stood 
at about £69,000 less than last year. “ Sundry investments“ 
were £373,00U less than last year, due to the realisation of 
short-term securities, the proceeds of which had been applied 
to meet the needs of the greater volume of business. Coming 
to the profit and loss account, the gross profit was £51,555, 
and the net profit 483.231 larger than in 1919. Considering 
the interruption of business caused by the railway strike and 
the moulders' strike at the end of 1919, which greatly affected 
the results of 1920, and were indeed even still to some extent 
affecting the operations of the current vear, they would con- 
sider it satisfactory that they were able to appropriate £100,000 
to reserve, £35,000 to special depreciation, increase the carry 
over, and raise the dividend on the ordinary shares from 8 to 
124 per cent. The orders received during 1920 were in value 
about SO per cent. greater than those received in 1919, while 
Wie orders completed were in value about 50 per cent. greater. 
The tonnage of orders completed represented an increase of 
about 30 per cent., a remarkable improvement, in view of the 
fact that electrical machinery was always becoming lighter 
in weight owing to the increase of efficiency in the material 
used in its construction. The increase of tonnage completed, 
moreover. reflected very great credit on the efticiency of the 
organisation. Last vear he said that there were signs of the 
recognition bv employers of the need for more human sym- 
pathy with their workers. He believed the feeling of svym- 
pathv was growing every day. It was recognised by every 
sensible man that the worker should be helped to maintain 
in part at least the improved standard of living which he en- 
Joved during the war, and that meant a widening of the 
pre-war margin between wages and cost of living. When the 
working day was shortened it was alleged that output would 
be maintained or increased. So far from that being the result, 
even the output per man per hour was less, with the result 
of an immense reduction of output and increase of cost. If 
the coal question was not settled at once industry would be 
unable to carry longer the burden of taxation under which it 
was staggering. a burden so heavy that many creat concerns 
were forced to borrow to pav their taxes: a fact known to 
every banker. though the Treasurv denied it. The excess 
profits duty had, indeed. made a belated departure. but its 
extinction would give no relief where no excess profits were 
being earned. Industry demanded another financial relief—-a 
reduction of the bank rate. There was a further difficulty, 
the competitton of other countries—America, Belgium, Ger- 
many. and France. In none of these countries was the 


reduction of output per man a feature as it was with them. ^ 


In America the production per man in almost all the great 
industries was about three times as great as with this 
country. and so, though the workman had high wages. and 
a possibly higher standard of life, the cost of production was 
lower. The present coal crisis was caused by America under- 
selling us in every Continental countrv, in spite of the handi- 
caps of a much longer haul fo the nort of shipment. In Ger- 
many unskilled labour got from 14s. to 17s. rer week, skilled 
labour «ot from 35s. to 49s. per week, an? with a ten-hour 
dav. The German exporter was favoured Tv a very low ex- 
change. and so in almost every article for which he had not to 
import the raw material he could. undersell them bv 50 per 
cent. and make profits np to 50 per cent. A few months ago 
an English concern had te place a large order for construc- 
tional steel. The lowest British tender was one million pounds. 
A German firm of repute tendered at £550.000 and got the 
order. Here in -England, as long as the recent legislation 
imposing a 50 ner cent. reparation dutv is in force. there will 
he little imported from Germanv. but the competition from it 
would have to be met evervwhere excent in France, the only 
other country which had imposed similar legislation. In 
Belaium and France also exports were favoured bv a low 
exchange, and their labour. esrecially in Belgium. was work- 
ing much harder than ours. Unless, therefore, Britain could 
reduce its costs bv an increase in ontout and greater efficiency 
and eeconomv in everv direction, the ontlank for its exnorts, 
en which hitherto the prosperitv of the country had principally 
depended. was dark. Especially dark was it so lona as the 
Contivental corntries renamed impoverished. If thev kent 
poor they could rot buy from Great Britain. Peferring to the 
workers. the chairman said the nomber of male workers had 
increased from 4.013 to 6 504. and «amen fram 778 to 885. 
In the rire veara since 1919, the average weekly earnings of 
men had incroosed from £1 7a, 6 ta £3 15. 10d . and af 
women from 128. Ad. ta £2 Ae, 1d., these fignres incIndine 
hovs, girls. and night shifts. Tn the same period the nav of 
apprentices had been about trebled. The number of staff was 


about 2.300, consisting of about 1,550 men and 750 women. 
Of the latter, many were engaged in work of a highly techuxal 
character. A central canteen was opened in January; n 
seated 2.000 men, and 1,750 had already arranged to purchaæ 
their meals at it. A canteen seating 1,500 for the use ot the 
stall would be opened in a few weeks. Three new depart 
ments had been started with the view of increasing etficienci 
and promoting economy. They were called respectively: Pr; 
duction, process, and inspection departments, and the increa4 
efficiency attained had already amply justified their creation 
lhe new research building was already partly occupied, and 
the rest would soon be ready for occupation. ‘The department 
was doing most valuable work, not only in testing but in 
scientific Investigation for the purposes of the company and 
allied concerns. The education department continued to 
expand. At the end of 1920 it had under training some 1,45) 
boys and men, of whoin 100 were college apprentices of the 
university graduate type, 100 school apprentices from publi 
and secondary schools, and 800 trade apprentices. A benevo- 
lent fund to relieve. cases of hardship arising through illness. 
accident, or other causes of distress among the workpeope 
had recently been established, and its members already num- 
bered 2,115. The fund would be maintained by an annual 
subscription from the company, contributions from members, 
&c. The company had lately taken over the management of 
the electrical department at Messrs. Vickers’ works at Shef- 
field. This arrangement avoided the necessity of the provision 
of further buildings and equipment at Manchester, and would 
in other ways prove of advantage to the company, especially 
by creating a close co-operation in the manufacture and sae 
of the products. 

Sir F. H. Barker (vice-chairman) seconded the motion. 

Mr. Birks asked if the board contemplated renewing the 
option to the shareholders to convert their preference suares 
to ordinary shares. The number which had been so converted 
Was rather disappointing, and he thought the operation had 
been checked by the low price of the shares in the market. 

The chairman said the reopening of the question of conver- 
sion would want consideration, as it would require an altera- 
tion of the articles of association. 

The motion was carried. 

Mr. D. Sinclair presided at the meetin, 
International held at J.averpool on the 19th inst. He 


Automatic said that this was a company holdin, shares 
Telephone in the Automatic Telephone Manutacturm, 
Co., Ltd. Co., and was formed as a means of streng- 


thening the whole position. A large num- 
ber of questions, many of them of an international character, 
had to be considered, and Mr. Adams and the president ol 
the company, and Mr. Mellinger, a director, were now on 
the Continent negotiating and arranging matters in the in- 
terests of the company, for it was necessary to be in touch 
with telephone interests in almost all parts of the world. The 
company had secured and banded over to the Automatic Tele- 
phone Manufacturing Co. orders for larger exchanges in South 
America, Japan, India, and other countries, including an 
order fron Mesopotamia for about £25,000 of equipment. 
When a country like Mesopotamia could do that it could readiiy 
be understood that when the forward countries really took up 
automatics the field was very large indeed. He expressed 
the regret of the directors that it had not been possible to 
pay a dividend for 1920, but it was hoped that the work done 
and the large amount of money put into the business would 
in the relatively near future earn profits, which would com 
pensate those who had done the work as well as the share- 
holders. l 

A shareholder wanted to know if orders could not be obtained 
from nearer home than the East. 

In reply, Mr. Sinclair said that the British Post Office had 
not come up to the scratch to the extent that had been 
expected, but grumbling did not help, and things were now 
looking better than they did. " 

The net revenue for 1920 was £06.05. 
North compared with £62,381 for 1919. Adding 

Metropolitan the interest and dividends received and the 

Electric Power balance brought forward, the total is 

Supply Co. £103.395. The following are deducted: 
Mortgage. loan, and debenture interest. 

£18,700; debenture reserve fund. £2,000; contribution to re- 
serve account, £16.011. Out of the balance of 465.683. 4 
dividend on the 6 per cent. cumulative preference shares 5 
paid requiring £35,999, and a dividend of 74 per cent. pe 
annum on the ordinary shares absorbs £96.25], leaving £44» 
to carry forward. The total units sold during the year repre: 
sented an increase of approximately 18 per cent.. comparet 
with 1919. As from December 94th, 1920. a sunply of elec 
tricitv in bulk has been given to the Harrow Electric Licht 
and Power Co., Itd. A bulk supply agreement has been er- 
cluded with the Welwyn Garden City. T.td.. for distributi 
in the Welwyn Garden Estate. Negotiations have been pr: 
ceeding with the Metropolitan Electric Tramwa vs. Ltd., am 
the Middlesex County Council for an increase of the rates ^ 
supply fo the 56 route miles of tramwavs and licht railways 
operated bv the Tramway Co., and ^ satisfactorv arrangemen 
has now been made. The companv has obtained jndement m 
an action against the metropolitan borough of Stoke Newington 
under the Courts (Emergency Powers) Acts for an annulmen 
of the pre-war supply contracts with the Council. Nega- 
tions are now proceeding with the Council for a continuation 


^ 
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of the supply upon improved terms to the company. The 
North Metropolitan Electrical Power Distribution Co., Ltd., 
in which the company is interested, has made satisfactory 
progress, and is paying an ordinary dividend at the rate of 
4 per cent. for 1920. The inéreased rates authorised by the 
Ministry of Transport for supply for private purposes were in- 
troduced as from the commencement of the midsummer quar- 
ter, 1920. Additional generating plant has been installed at the 
Brimsdown power station, and will be ready for use within 
the next few months. Extensive alterations and improvements 
are in progress at this station for the installation of further 
generating plant, with the consent of the Electricity Commis- 
sioners. The consent of the Minister of Transport under the 
Public Utility Companies (Capital Issues) Act, 1920. has been 
obtained to the increase of the borrowing powers of the com- 
pany by the creation and issue of mortgage debentures or 
debenture stock or the raising of loans to an extent not ex- 
ceeding one-half the amount of the share capital issued and 
paid up. 

Meeting held April 27th. 

The report for the financial year to 
August 3lst, 1920, of Commentry-lour- 
chambault et Decazeville shows a net profit 
balance of 5,162,661 fr., or 87,220 fr. above 
that of the preceding year. This result has been achieved 
after liquidating 3,208,555 fr. of new works, against 2,070,442 
fr. in the year preceding. A dividend of 100 fr. per capital 
share and 75 fr. per share de joutssance 1s proposed. 

The Compagnie Continentale pour la Fabrication des Comp- 
teurs à Gaz et autres Appareils is about to issue 10,000 500- 
franc bonds, at the price of 495 fr., yielding 7 per cent. 
interest, free of tax, present and future, and repayable in 90 
years from February 15th, 1922. 


French 
Companies. 


The Société d'Electrochimie et d' Electrométallurgie is issu- 


ing bonds to the value of 15.000.000 fr. The bonds are of 
500 fr. nominal, bearing 6.5 fr. interest. free of tax, present 
and future, and are issued at 490 fr. They are repayable in 
25 years from 1926, either by drawings or purchase on the 
market. l i 

An issue of 24,000 500-franc bonds is being made by the 
Société Electro-Cable, 90.000 of which are allotted to M. Henry 
Debauge, and 3,400 to Debauge et Cie, as payment for their 
assets. 

The board of the Tramways Electriques de la Rive gauche 
de Paris has decided to make payment of the balance of the 
dividends for the years 1918 and 1919 at the rate of 9.795 fr. 
net to nominative shares, and 2.06 fr. to shares to bearer, 
against return of coupons. 

The report of the Compagnie des grands Travaux de Mar- 
seilles shows a profit of 1,454,105 fr., after providing for various 
sinking funds, allowing of the distribution of a 50 fr. dividend. 
New and interesting outlets had been opened for electric 
enterprise in the liberated territory and in Spain. Cilicia, 
and Argentina. Older undertakings or those under construc- 
tion were proceeding normally, notwithstanding the financial 
difficulties of the moment. 


The Società Tramvie Elettriche Brescienc 
has increased its capital to 12,000.000 lire, 
in order to complete the conversion to 
electric working of the tramways of Bres 
ciana, formerly belonging to the Società Elettrica Bresciana. 

The following Italian electric companies have augmented 
their capital: The Società Idroelettrica del Fasanella, to 500,000 
lire; the Società. Romana di Elettricità, from 6.000.000 to 
30,000,000 lire; the Società Elettrica ed Elettrochimica del 
Caffaro, from 8.000.000 to 19,000,000 lire; the Società Anonima 
Guarnieré, of Milan, from 500.000 to 2,000,000 lire: the Società 
Elettrica Interprovinciale di Verona, from 3,000,000 to 
15,000,000 lire: and the Società Adriatica di Elettricità from 
60.000.000 to 100.000.000 lire. 

The Società. Idrolettrica T.igure, of Spezia, as a result of 
its last working. has decided to write down ita capital from 
14,910,000 to 7,455,000 lire, and to raise its capital to 25,000,000 
lire. | 
With a capital of 1.000.000 lire has been launched in Rome 
the Società Italiana Rappresentanze Elettriche (S.I.R.E.) for 
the representation and trading in electric lamps, heating and 
lighting apparatus, and other electrotechnical articles. 

The Società Idroelettrica Piemontese Lombarda Ernesto 
Breda, with a capital of 60.000.000 lire, has been established 
at Milan, for the generating and utilising of water power in 
general, and especially for the working of the plant on the 
Uus. constructed during the war by the Società Italiana E. 
Breda. 

The Società Italiana di Elettrochimica. after setting aside 
600.000 lire to the sinking fund, 1.155.000 lire to the share- 
holders at the rate of 7.70 lire per share, and carrying over 
5.187 lire, has decided to increase the company's capital to 
21.000.000 lire. 

The Società Idroelettrica del’Ossola. of Milan. has closed 
its 1990 account with a net profit of 60.116 lire, the assets of 
the company being valued at 795,458 lire. 


Italian 
Companies. 


Stock Exchange Notices.—The Committee has specially 
allowed dealings in the following:— 

Electrolytic Zinc Co. of Australia.—1,100.000 cumulative 
participating preference shares of £1 each (10s. paid). 


Indian Electric Supply & Traction Co., Ltd.—The surplus 
on working in Cawnpore during the year 1920 was £34,970 
(against £27,933 in 1919), and including transfer fees, bank 
interest, and discount on Treasury bills in England, the credit 
side of net revenue shows a total of £40,557. London ex- 
penditure was £2,462 (£2,309 in 1919), and after providing 
£3,113 for debenture interest, the profit is £34,981, plus 
£3,803 brought forward. There is put to reserve for deprecia- 
tion and renewals £6,000; to general reserve £6,500; written 
off debenture issue expenses, £2,500; written off new share 
issue expenses £514. The preference dividend for the year 
requires £7,562. The total distribution on the ordinary shares 
is 10 per cent. for the year (£9,767); and the directors’ com- 
mission on the dividend is £342 and 4524, leaving 45.075 to 
0 forward, subject to taxation. Meeting: London, May 


Brush Electrical Engineering Co., Ltd.—The accounts for 
the year ended December 3lst, 1920, show a net profit of 
£191,096, to which must be added £74,726 brought in from 
1919, making a disposable total of £265,822. £13,000 is placed 
tio depreciation account; the expenses of the new issue of 
ordinary shares made in 1920 amounting to £15,576 are written 
off; £2,044, being a further 4 per cent. for the year, is paid to 
the 6 per cent. second prior lien debenture holders; £53,377 
added to general reserve, raising this aecount to £75,000. A 
dividend of 15 per cent. per annum on the ordinary shares, 
absorbing £38,557, wil be recommended, leaving a balance 
of £143,968 to be carried forward, subject to E.P.D., income 
and corporation profits taxes, and directors' additional re 
muneration. 


Madras Electric Tramways (1904), Ltd.—Gross profit for 
year ended December, 1920, £41.103. After debiting interest 
and London office expenses, making provision for debenture 
stock, sinking fund, and putting £15,000 to depreciation and 
renewal account, the balance is £15,693, plus £4,944 brought 
forward. Preference dividend, less income tax, £6,000: 8 per 
cent., free of tax, on the ordinary shares, £4.580; contribution 
to employés' gratuity fund, £1,000; to general reserve. £3,500; 
carrving forward, subject to E.P.D., if any. £5,556. The 
traffic receipts and running expenses in rupees show increases 
of 16.6 per cent. and 24.4 per cent. respectively on 1919. The 
balance from running account shows a considerable increase. 
but in comparing the figures with the previous vears, regard 
must he had to the par value of the rupee, which was Qs. 
for 1990, instead of 1s. 4d. as formerly. 


Metropolitan Electric Tramways Co.—Revenue for 1920, 
apart from dividends receivable, amounted to £957,555. De- 
ducting all expenses chargeable to revenue. including deben- 
ture and loan interest, and setting aside £10,000 for recon- 
struction and renewals. there remains 48.424, plus dividend 
receivable on holding in North Metropolitan Electric Power 
Supply Co.. and sum brought forward. making available 
£37,406. Directors recommend placing to reserve £10,868; 
dividend on preference shares, balance of 41 per cent. per 
annum for 1918 and 4 per cent. per annum on account of 
1919, carrving forward £1,538. Benefit of increased fares was 
only obtained by company during six months of year, while 
increased working expenses prevailed throughout the whole 
of the year. Reconstruction of portion of track in Tottenham 
district was carried out during the year. The Company pur- 
chased and cancelled £3.848 44 per cent. and £3,962 5 per 
cent. debenture stock.—Financial Times. 


British Electric Transformer Co., Ltd.—The report for 
1920 states that after paying all manufacturing costs and 
expenses of administration, the net profit is £70,267, plus 
£10,523 brought forward, making £80,790. There is to be put 
to reserve £10.000; to depreciation reserve £23,000; preference 
dividend absorbs £18.836; dividend of 10 per cent.. and a 
bonus of 94 per cent. for the vear require £40,695; extra 
remuneration to directors, £2.150; carried forward £6,178. 
The directors renort the death of Mr. F. J. Marchment, a 
director. Annual meeting: April 29th. 


London United Tramways, Ltd.—Gross receipts for 1920 
totalled £539,749, an increase of 436.200. Working expenses 
£482,507. Balance £50,144, compared with deficit of £144 
for 1919. After charging debenture and loan interest there 
is £695 as a deduction from deficit for vears 1918 and 1919. 
The effect of increased fares, says the Financial Times, was 
only felt by the company during part of the year, while the 
increased working expenses prevailed throughout the whole 
of the year. 


" Belgium.—The report of the Société Generale Belge d'En- 
treprises Electriques, of Brussels, for last vear shows n profit 
of 1.825.787 fr., as compared with onlv 784.152 fr. in 1919. 
The Société des Ateliers de Constructions Electriques de 
Charleroi reports a profit of 6.719.081 fr. for the past financial 
year: a dividend at the rate of 5 per cent. is being declared. 


Montreal Light. Heat & Power Companies.—A dividend 
of $11 on Montreal Light. Heat & Power consolidated shares 
and one of $9 on Montreal Light, Heat & Power Co. common 
shares are announced. 


Sweden.—Accumulatorfabriks Aktiebolaget Tudor has de- 
cided to increase its share capital from the present 1.000,000 kr. 
to 9,000,000 kr. by the issue of new shares of 1,000 kr. each at 
par.—Reuter’s Trade Service (Stockholm). 
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British L. M. Ericsson Manufacturing Co., Ltd.—A divi- 
dend of 8 per cent., free of tax on the ordinary shares is 
announced. After putting £10,000 to reserve, £18,721 to 
depreciation, and paying £13,148 as income tax, &c., £39,094 
is to be carried forward, subject to repayment of E.P.D. and 
payment of corporation tax. 


Rhondda Tramways Co., Ltd.—The directors are recom- 
mending that there be paid on the preference shares 2 per 
cent. balance for 1915 and 6 per cent. on account of 1910. 
It is proposed to convert the 6 per cent. cumulative preference 
shares into 8 per cent. non-cumulative participating preference 
shares. 5 ds à 


Fairbairn Lawson Combe Barbour, Ltd.—Proft for 1920, 
after providing for corporation tax and setting up special 
reserve for other taxation, £206,414, plus 432.982 brought 
forward. Further dividend of 7 per cent. on ordinary shares, 
making 10 per cent., and bonus of 5 per cent. (free of tax) 
on ordinary shares recommended. ) 


Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation, Ltd.—Final divi- 
dend for the year 1920 of 6 per cent., making 10 per cent. 
for the year, with an added bonus of 1 per cent. Both the 
dividend and the bonus will be paid free of the amount 
allowed for Indian taxation. 


Mexborough & Swinton Tramways Co.—The dividend for 
1920 is 23 per cent., free of tax. " - . 


. STOCKS AND SHARES. 
EP An | TuEsDay EVENING. 
THE principal item of interest this week in Stock Exchange 
markets is the effect of the Budget upon prices. Nobody had 
expected Mr. Chamberlain to introduce anything but a hum- 
drum Budget, so that the presentment of the national accounts 
surprised nobody in being more cr less colourless, except to 
the unfortunate taxpayer. The Budget frequently has an in- 
fluence over gilt-edged stocks, and of late years the effect has 
been, excepting one or two Budgets, to make prices lower. 
This year, however, the markets for national securities rose 
sharply on the Chancellor's speech, with its news of a 34 per 
cent. conversion loan. The- strength of good stocks is well 
maintained, und further rises have occurred in various Home 
Railway prior-charge descriptions, including those of the 
Undergrounds. Both Metropolitan preference and District 
debenture have gone up during the last few days. | 

Various improvements have been secured by shares in the 
electrical manufacturing group. Since the announcement of 
the English Electric 8 per cent. dividend a steady inquiry has 
been noticeable for these and kindred shares. The report of 
the English Electric Co. aroused a little wonder as to whether 
the directors were altogether wise in making a distribution so 
substantial] at a time like the present. But the shares have 
risen ?s. to l4s. 6d., and the preference are better at 14s. 
Siemens hardened to 22s. 6d., Electric Constructions to 16s. 3d., 
Edison Swan ordinary gained a florin at 12s., and Cromptons at 
158. are 1/16 up. The North Metropolitan Electric Power Supply 
Co. issues an unexpectedly good report, showing an increase 
in the net revenue of £34,000 at £96,000. The ordinary divi- 
dend goes up from 44 per cent. to 74 per cent. The company’s 
business progresses favourably, and agreements for the supply 
of bulk electricity have been arranged for the Harrow Electric 
Light Co. and the Welwyn Garden City, Ltd. Upon this, 
British. Electric Traction has advanced 4 points to 30, London 
and Suburban ordinary picked up to 2s. 3d., and the preference 
to 5s. 

On Friday in this week the River Plate Electricity Co. holds 
its meeting, at which a dividend of 7 per cent. for the year 
on the ordinary stock will be declared, making the sixth con- 
secutive year in which this rate has been distributed. The 
company is a holder of 5 per cent. obligations in the German 
Trans-Oceanic Electric Co., and these bonds are to be ex- 
changed for an obligation of the Compania Hispano-Americana 
de Electrieidad, a Spanish Corporation. The report points 
out that a dividend, of what amount is not stated, has been 
paid upon the company's shares in the Argentine Electricity 
Co., Ltd., and that the interest has been met upon the 5 per 
cent. debentures held in the Tucuman Tramways Co. 

Babcock & Wilcox are 1/16 up at 2}. In spite of the public's 
manifest disposition to buv fixed-interest stocks and shares, 
there is still some demand for ordinary issues in which scope 
exists for capital appreciation when trade settles down into 
more normal channels. Vickers have risen to 14s. 8d. on hopes 
of a 5 per cent. dividend. The tax-free preference now stand 
at the same price. 

The cable market is firm throughout. The Eastern group 
resumes its steady improvement. There are small rises in 
Western Telegraphs, Eastern Extensions and Eastern ‘Tele- 
graph ordinary, The floating amount of stock available for 
buyers is small, and any stock which comes in finds a ready 
home. Cuba Submarines are again 10s, higher at 74. Mar- 
eoni's advanced to 23, and, in point of fact, have been still 


better. No little discussion is going on ‘as to what the next 
dividend is likely to be. The optimists pin their hopes to a 
substantial Government grant for compensation, while, on the 
other hand, some point out that it may be as well to qualify 
exuberant expectation in view of disappointments that have 
occurred in the past. Marconi preference keep pace witn the 
ordinary, and are 2 7/16. Canadians are quoted at Ss.; the 
Radio shares have scarcely moved. 

Metropolitan Electric preference have risen to 3 1/16, and 
Chelsea ordinary at 38 are also 4 better. The City of London 
Electric Co.’s 8 per cent. second preferences were left in the 
hands of the underwriters to the tune of 42 per cent. The 
ordinary shares offered at 22s. 6d. were all taken by the public. 
The company’s prospectus appeared at as bad a time as could 
possibly have prevailed for an issue of this sort, and it is not 
surprising that of the 300.000 preference the underwriters 
should have to take 127,000. Buyers promptly came into the 
market, however, and the price rose to 6d. discount after open- 
ing lower. The new ordinary are called par“ to Is. pre- 
mium, par being the issue price. The new Central Electric 
8 per cent. Notes are higher at 2 premium. 

Mexico Tramways Fives are 3 up at 40, and Mexican Light 
& Power Fives gained a further 21 points at 67, making a rise 
of 5 in a fortnight. Canadian Generals are lower at 120, and 80 
are Brazilian Tractions at 34. Home Railways became some- 
what dull, because of the coal strike. Nevertheless, the Budget 
speech carried a crumb of consolation to proprietors of the 
stocks; the Chancellor referred to the possible claims upon his 
surplus that might arise in respect of liabilities to the rail- 
ways, under the war agreements. In the rubber market there 
is no change from the stagnant conditions that must prevail 
while the price of the raw produce remains so flat. 


SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. 
Home ELECTRICITY COMPANIES. l 
Dividend Price , 


— — April 26, "' Yield. 
1919, 1920. 1921. Rise or fal. p.c. 
Brompton Ordinary. ; 12 12 6 — £10 0 0 
Charing Crcss Ordinary . EP 1 8. 8% — 10 6 6 
do. do. do.  4&Pret... 43 4h 75 — 7 16 6 
Chelsea.. i 23 oe — 4 6 88 +è- 912 0 
City of London i3 is . 18 14 28/3 — 12 010 
do. do. 6 percent. Pref... 6 6 17/- — 171141 
County of London .. ; $5 8 8 78 — 10 910 
do. do. 6 percent. Pref... 6 6 8 — 7 10 0 
Kensington Ordinary 7 43 — 10 18 3 
London Electric .. 8 í 24 1 — 110 0 
do. do. 6 per cent. Pref... 6 6 23 — 10 18 3 
Metropolitan .. ks Vs „ 6 7 84 — 10 16 4 
do. 4} per cent. Pref, e 4à 4} 315 * à i 7 0 
St. James’ and Pall Mall. .. 12 12 6 — 10 0 0 
South London : T v» 0  — 24 — 9 210 
Bouth Metropolitan Pref... ix^ v 1 109g — 8 11 10 
Westminster Ordinary  .. - 10 10 5% — 915 3 
l TELEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES, 
: 1918 1919 
Anglo-Am. Tel. Pref. e 6 6 TRÀ —. 7 12 10 
do. Def. .. 88/6 13 154 — 9 10 6 
Chile Telephone. en oe 8 6 5 — & 6 8 
Cuba Sub. Ord. oe ee ee 1 7 i 7 9 6 8 
Eastern Extension .. $^ .. 10 10 16 + 6 4 0 
Eastern Tel. Ord. .. +... .. 8 10 1614 +1 6 8 10 
Globe Tel. and T. Ord. .. dis 8 10 16 . — 6 50 
do. do. Pref... - 6 6 9 — 618 4 
Great Northern Tel. . 324 N 23 . — 10 0 0 
Indo- European <i és . ) 18 10 80 — 868 
Marconi 2 x e 50. 25 25 24 + 18 — 
Oriental Telephone Ord. .. .. 10 12 253 — 5871 
United R. Plate Tel. A" P 8 8 l -— 610 8 
West India and Panama .. .. 1⁄8 Nil i — Nil. 
Western Telegraph.. ia) is 8 10 168 +è *6 40 
Home RAILS. 
1919 1990 
Central London Ord. Assented .. 4 4 444 — 900 
Metropolitan .. e ra ae T 13 25 .- 6 00 
do. District .. . Nil Nil —14 — Nil 
Underground Electric Ordinary.. Nil Nil 2 — Nil 
do. do. "A" . Nil Ni! k / — Nil 
do. do. Income .. 4 2 713 —1 216 0 
FokE ION Trams, &c, | 
1918 1919 i 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref. .. Nil 5A 98 — 10 9 
do. do. 2nd Pref. .. Nil Ni 8 —^ Nil 
do. do. 5% Deb. và b 5 5093 — 8 80 
Brazil Tractions  .. zs .. Ni Nil 81 —2 Nil 
British Columbia Elec. Rly. Pfoe. 5 5 65 -— 110 
do. do. Preferred 24 6 b4 — *B 14 0 
do. do. Deferred Nil 8 51 — *1117 6 
do. do. Deb. 44 4} 58 11 7 5 4 
Mexico Trams 5per cent. Bonds.. Nil Nil 40 +3 Nil 
do. 6 per cent. Bonds.. Nil Nil 211 — Nil 
Mexican Light Common .. Nil Nil 11} — Nii 
do. Pref. T .. Nil Nil 18 — Nil 
do, 1st Bonds .. .. Ni Ni 67 +24 Nil 
MaANgFACTURING COMPANIES. 
Babcock & Wilcox .. bs .. 15 16 28 tod 6 6 4 
British Aluminium Ord. .. .. 10 10 16 / xd — 12 6 2 
British Insulated Ord,  .. .. 12} 15 15 — 912 0 
Callenders nae oe ee MP 25 15 15 == 10 18 3 
a 64 Pref, .. i js 64 63 176 — 1871 
Crompton Ord. Se Sa . 10 10 15- +, . 318 6 8 
Edison-Swan .. i " .. 10 10 12/- +2). — 
do. do. 6 per cent. Deb. .. 5 5 70 — 7 2 10 
Electric Construction .. 10 10 16/8 146d. 13 6 0 
English Electrio .. >.. . = 8 14/6 + 9J- 11 0 8 
Do. Pret. ia 5 — 6 14/- +1/- 811 6 
Gen. Elec. Pref. ..  .. . 63 64 19 / + 6d. 6 16 10 
do. Ord : x .. 10 10 24/6 + 10 8 8 6 
Henley ` 25 16 lk — 118 6 
do. 44 Pref. e fa 43 43 — 6 18 6 
India Rubber x "n ,. 10 10 ] — 2. 
Met.-Vickers Pref, .. 13 . = g 1 — 9 910 
siemens Ord. „„ ]10 10 | + 14 *8 37 10 
Telegraph Cop, .. a . 9. 20 = *$ 19 g 
~ t 


* Dividends paid free of Income Tex. 
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THE FERRANTI-HAWKIN8 SYSTEM. > 4 


THE Ferranti-Hawkins system of cable protection (Ferranti- 
Hawkins-Hanstock patent, 1919) which has recently, been 
placed upon the market by Messrs. Ferranti, Ltd., may be 
described as a combination of the Merz-Price and Ferranti- 
Feld systems of protection; its chief utility lies in its 
application to the protection of feeder cables, although it may 
be employed to protect apparatus of other kinds. It is suit- 
able for use on a.c. systems from which, in the event of a 
breakdown of insulation, a current will flow to earth through 
the fault, and by its use it is claimed that perfect discrimina- 
tion is obtained between sound and faulty apparatus, so that 
only the latter is disconnected. The chief advantages claimed 
for the gear are its freedom from accidental operation, sim- 


Plicity, and the absence of parts subject to high pressure. 


Component Parts.—On referring to the diagram of con- 
mections (fig. 1), it will be seen that the cable to be protected 
is threaded through a special core-balancing current trans- 
former at each end of the feeder requiring protection, the 
secondary circuits of the current transformers being taken 
through relay coils and pilot wires in a manner similar to that 
adopted in the Merz-Price system of protection. l 

The transformer (fig. 3), as applied to a three-phase cable, 
is shown diagrammatically by fig. 4; its core surrounds all 
three cores of the main cable, which thus forms the primary 
winding, and a secondary winding encircles the core and is 
connected to the relay. The vector sum of the load currents 
in the three cores of a healthy three-phase cable is zero at 
every instant whether the load is balanced or not, and under 
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Fia. 1.—DIAGRAM OF CONNECTIONS. 


normal conditions, therefore, no flux is induced in the trans- 


former core, and consequently no current in the secondary 
winding. But on the occurrence of a fault current to earth 
the vector sum no longer equals zero, and a flux a b c d (fig. 
4), is induced-in the core, thus producing a current in the 
secondary winding which actuates the relay. 

' To ensure that the secondary winding shall not be affected 
by the magnetism due to the currents in individual conductors 
it is sometimes necessary to surround the cable with an inner 
magnetic shield as shown in fig. 5. It is not considered safe 
for the transformer core to be in contact with the insulation 
of the cable; the transformer can. therefore, be fitted with a 
pair of porcelain insulators and a Pertinax tube. 

The relay is illustrated by fig. 2, and consists of an electro- 
magnet excited by current from :thé secondary winding of 
the transformer. The armature of the magnet is controlled 
by a sliding weight which can be adjusted according to a 
scale marked in amperes of fault current. A single-pole 


switch is mounted beneath the magnet, and when the arma 


ture is attracted to the latter it overbalances the switch blade. 
which thereupon falls into a contact and closes the- trip 
circuit of the main switch. After operation the switch is 
reset by hand in the off position by raising a knob which 
projects beneath the case. The relay must be mounted in 
a truly vertical position, and a plumb bob is provided to 
ensure that being done. 
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vs When the transformer is used with lead-covered or armoured 
7- cable it is important that the earthing of the lead covering 
^' dhd armour be carefully considered, otherwise the satisfactory 


operation of the apparatus may be interfered with. The best 


bid. 3.— TRANSFORMER. . 


"thereto at 


method is to bond the lead covering and armouring to the 


' cable box and to connect an earth wire from the cable box 


through the transformer to the main earth bar, as shown 
in fig. 6. The cable box must be lightly insulated from any 
supporting earthed, framework. , . 

The three chief advantages claimed for the protective 
method under consideration are:—- ' rs, 

(a) Freedom from any tendency towards accidental opera- 
tion.—In the first place, in the Merz-Price system the current 
transformers are connected in the individual phases so that 
the iron circuit of each transformer has a flux induced in it, 
and by means of the opposition of the secondary windings of 
the current transformers at the two ends of the protected 
cable the flux is prevented from causing any secondary current 
to cireulate through the pilot wires and the relay coils. The 
current transformers may have very similar characteristics, 
and give precisely similar terminal voltages at normal loads, 
but still differ sufficiently to produce a current in the secondary 
cireuit under short-circuit conditions, and it is possible that 
this current may be of sufficient magnitude to operate the 
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* relays. This tendency is entirely absent in the Ferranti- 


Hawkins system, since it may be assumed that even under 
shert-circuit’ conditions the algebraical sum of the currents 
in the three phases of the cable or cables which pass through 
the current transformers: will be zero and, therefore, no flux 
will be induced in the iron circuits of the current transformers. 

In the second place; in the ordinary Merz-Price system, 60 
long as there is any load on the circuit protected, each current 
transformer will tend to send a current through the pilot 
wires and relay circuit, and if an accidental short circuit 
occurs between the cores of the pilot cable or the connections 
any point. the current will immediately flow 
through the relay coils, thus causing the operation of the 
protective gear, although no fault exists on the protected 


: cable, which operation will lead to a shut-down of part of 


the system. With- the system under review, since under 
normal conditions the current transformers ‘do not tend to 
supply any secondary current, an accidental short circuit on 
the pilot circuit will not cause operation of the gear. 

(i Simplicity.--A comparison will show that instead of 
employing three current transformers and three relay elements 
‘at each end of every cable to be protected, the above-described 
system employs only one current transformer and one relay 
element at each end of the protected circuit. Further, in 
the case’ of a single cable being protected, the system only 
requires two pilot cables against three, and for the case where 
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several cables are laid in parallel, each cable will require one 
pilot wire with an additional pilot wire common to all the 
cables to provide a common return. 


(c) Absence of high-pressure apparatus.—With regard to 


the third advantage claimed, it is obvious that it is not neces- 
sary to install current transformers insulated for the supply 
voltage; those used slip over the cable outside any sheathin 
or armouring which may be used, no special insulation 
any kind being required. Apart from other obvious advan- 
tages, this fact means that the current transformers can be 
examined or tested at any time without risk and without ite 
being necessary to shut down any part of the electrical in- 
stallation. 

The protection afforded by the Ferranti-Hawkins system in 
‘practice is said to be quite as adequate as that afforded by 
other systems. The only fault conditions under which opera- 
tion would not be obtained would be those which are obtained 
when a short circuit occurs between phases without & simul- 
taneous fault to earth. This condition, however, is assumed 
to be so very improbable that i$ may safely be neglected. 
The sensitivity of the gear is at least as great as that of other 
patterns, and its operation can readily be obtained with a 
fault current of 50 amperes to earth under the worst poe 
conditions, or an even lighter setting could be given if it was 
found to be desirable to do so. 


„ KALECORE '' CABLE. 


This is an improved form of cable specially adapted for use 
with the Merz-Hunter split-conductor system of feeder pro- 
tection, and as its name implies, is produced by Callender’s 
Cable and Construction Co., Ltd. Fig. 7 illustrates an 11,000- 
volt, 0.15 sq. in., 6-core, 3-phase, paper-insulated and lead- 
sheathed '' Kalecore " cable, and the arrangement of connec- 
tions by which it is utilised for the purpose of automatically 
protecting a feeder is shown in fig. 8. The two split conductors 
forming one phase are led to the switch at each end of the 
feeder through a current transformer hening a double primary 
winding, the two windings being arranged in opposition so 


Fic. 7.—AN E. H.. KALECORB "' CABLE. 


that, so long as there are equal currents in the two conductors, 
the effects of the two primary windings are opposed, and no 
current flows through the secondary winding of the current 
transformer and, consequently, the relay is inoperative. Im- 
mediately there is any leakage, however, the currents are 
no longer equal, and the relays operate at each end of the 
feeder, thus opening the circuit breakers. 

_The two conductors, or splits, forming each phase are 
situated at opposite ends of a diameter in the Kalecore "' 
cable (in other forms of split-conductor protection they are 
adjacent to each other) and the arrangement of conductors, 
it is claimed, avoids the possible danger that a fault on one 
split might spread to the other split of the same phase, and 
thus tend to prevent operation of the automatic device by 
developing equal faults on both splits. In actual fact, the 
tendency of a fault on one split, if it spreads, is to damage 
adjacent conductors which are the splits of the other two 
phases; the effect of a spreading fault in the '' Kalecore ” 
cable is, therefore, to bring into action the relays of all 
phases of the cable. 

The diametrical arrangement of split conductors also en- 
sures that there will be no inductive out-of-balance between 
the splits of any phase, which is important, because it 
avoids unnecessary tripping of the switches. The two cur- 
rents in the split conductors of each phase divide according 
to the relative impedance of the splits, and precise equality 
of impedance cannot be secured; there will always be some 
slight difference, although i$ may be only a fraction of 1 per 
cent., and if it is not kept small, the automatic gear may 
tend to operate on momentary overloads (even when the 
feeder is not faulty), but the Kalecore’’ construction of 
cable, due te the similarity of the conductors and their sym- 
metrical arrangement, secures extremely close equality of the 
splits, thus allowing the relays to be adjusted to respond 
to extremely small fault currents and, at the same time, to 


be unresponsive to the heaviest overloads. When a dead 
short circuit occurs at the delivery end of the feeder and 
full bus-bar pressure is maintained at the generating end, 
the current in the feeder is limited solely by the feeder im- 
pedance, and will generally reach a value of several thousand 
amperes, depending on the size and length of the feeder. 
The Kalecore system will withstand, it is claimed, even 
these severe conditions and, at the same time, will respond 
instantly to fault currents of a few amperes only. 
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Fic. 8.—DIAGRAM OF CONNECTIONS 


The following advantages are claimed for the system: It 
responds instantly to small leakages and isolates faulty feeders 
at the inception of the fault without shock to the main 
system; no circumstances other than a fault within the feeder 
protected will cause the gear to operate, and it cannot remain 
in service wrongly connected. The manufacture of the cable 
is no departure from standard practice and requires no 
auxiliaries such as metallic shields, pilot wires, shaped con- 
ductors, &c. The cable joints are simple, straightforward, 
of standard construction, and the current transformers are 
of the bar primary type, without turns. There is no danger 
of access of high-pressure currents to the relay circuits. 


SCREENED PILOT CABLE. 


The use of screened pilot cable is an improvement (Beard- 
Hunter patent, 1917, which has been introduced by Callender's 
Cable & Construction Co., Ltd.) on the original Merz-Price 
protective arrangement for feeder cables and makes, it is 
claimed, the apparatus safer against improper operation on 
heavy overloads and, therefore, more reliable. 

The condition under which improper operation may occur 
is an overload amounting to many times the normal full 
load of the feeder. Under these circumstances a fairly large 
voltage is generated in the secondary windings of the current 
transformers, as this voltage is proportional to the current 
in the primary winding. It is true that the voltages of the 
two current transformers are in opposition, but the pressure 
is free to produce a capacity current in the pilot cable in- 
sulation, and in the case of long feeders carrying very heavy 
momentary overloads, the pilot capacity current produced in 
this way may be sufficient to operate the relays. This diff- 
culty has been overcome by the arrangement now described. 
Each core of the pilot is surrounded by a sheath, so that 
all the capacity current must flow from the core to the sbeath. 
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Fic. 9.—DIAGRAM OF CONNECTIONS. 


The sheath is connected to the current-transformer secondary 
winding in such a way that the capacity current circulates 
in the circuit composed of the pilot core, sheath, and current- 
transformer secondary winding. As a result the capacity 
current is entirely diverted from the relay, and the system 
becomes immune from operation on heavy overloads. 

The diagram, fig. 9, shows the complete arrangement o 
connections to comply with the above description, and à 
drawing showing in cross-section the 3-core screened pili 
cable used for this purpose is given in fig. 10. A section 
a combined pilot and telephone cable is shown in fig. II. 
illustrating the manner in which telephone communication 
can be very cheaply provided by incorporating the cores m 
the pilot cable, and the following comments in connection 
with the apparatus composing the system will be of assistance 
to those installing and using it. 

A quick-acting oil switch is in practice found to be advan- 
tageous, as faults are removed without shock to the general 
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electrical system. Switches which complete their opening 
in as short a time as one-twentieth of a second are used, 
and the tendency is to use even quicker switches, the 
mechanism of which should be proof against sticking and 
rusting. . 

On the design and construction of the current transformers 
depends more than anything else the successful operation 
of this system. It is obvious that the two current trans- 
formers opposing each other at each end of a feeder must 
have precisely similar characteristics, and it is necessary for 
them to produce an exact balance. Moreover, this condition 
of balance must hold for all the values of current which may 
be carried by the feeder while it is sound. For instance, a 
fault on some other apparatus on the system may momen- 
tarily pass through the feeder a current amounting to as 
much as 50 times the normal full load. In fact, absolute 
safety is only ensured when the current transformers will 
balance with the largest current which can possibly pass 
through the feeder. This current may be calculated by 
dividing the voltage of the circuit by the impedance of the 
feeder. It is preferable to use current transformers in which 
the primary winding consists simply of a copper bar without 
turns, and in order to keep down the secondary voltage on 
heavy currents, the core of the current transformer usually 
contains an air gap. 

It is advisable not to use too complicated, too delicate, or 
too sensitive a relay; one which will operate with the 
secondary current produced by a feeder leakage of 50 amperes 
is sufficiently sensitive for practical requirements. In the 
case of relays which are not self-resetting the battery is left 
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connected to the tripping coil after the switch has operated, 
and there is risk of the battery being exhausted; therefore, 
an auxiliary switch should be provided on the oil-switch 
mechanism which will open the battery circuit when the 
oil switch is open. Self-resetting relays avoid this complica- 
tion, but they do not make such reliable and definite con- 
tact as the other type. 

If the switch trip coil requires 15 volts to operate it, it ia 
advisable to use a primary battery giving not less than 25 
volts to allow for bad condition of the tripping mechanism 
and a partially run-down battery. Schemes for avoiding the 
use of batteries and utilising l.p. a.c. for tripping the switches 
are, generally, unsatisfactory, because the switches have really 
to be tripped only when there is a fault on the feeder, and 
at such times the a.c. pressure is liable to fall momentarily 
much below its normal value. The only really reliable course 
is, therefore, to provide a tripping supply quite independent 
of the main circuits, i.e., a small secondary battery. 


It must not be overlooked that the protective apparatus 


operates only for feeder faults, and faults on the switchgear, 
busbars, and other apparatus would not be switched off if the 
system contained nothing but feeder protective gear. To meet 
this condition overload relays may be used, but care must be 
taken that they will not operate before the protective relays. 
The protective relay should be instantaneous in its action, 
and the switch which it controls should not take more than 
one-fifth of a second, as a maximum, to open the circuit. 
If, therefore, the overload relays will ignore overloads which 
do not last for half a second or longer, the protective gear 
will always have time to remove the fault before the overload 
relays come into action. Provided this precaution is taken, 
overload relays may be used quite freely on feeders, the 
general guiding principle being that a busbar fault in any 
particular sub-station should shut down as small an area as 


possible. 


New Socket f.r Electrical Lise Posts.— M. Vernholes. a 


French engineer, hae designed a rew socket for supporting the 
wooden post«of electrical tranamission lines, which he bas patented 
and called AVA.“ saya tha Nerve Générale de l Electricité. The 
socket is very simple and light. constructed of reinforced concrete, 
easy to transport and install, and does not comprise avy ironwork 
or bolts. It is made up of four vertical side-piecea strongly con- 
nected tegether at the top. hottom. and middle. The lower part ia 
buried in the soil, the middle being to Jevel. and the upper part 
supports the font of the post. which ia firmly fixed to it at about 
one foot above the ground. It can be fitted to posts of any diameter. 
— Technical Review, 


FIG. 11.—CoMBINED PILOT AND 


THE TESTING AND APPROVAL OF ELECTRICAL 
APPLIANCES IN ONTARIO. 


WE have received from the Department of Overseas Trade a 
copy of a memorandum prepared by Mr. W. P. Dobson, 
laboratory engineer, Hydro-hlectric Power Commission of 
Ontario, which is reproduced below :— 

1n the elimination of tire and accident hazards from elec- 
trical installations two closely related but separate teatures 
are involved. One of these nas to do with the method of 
installation, and necessitates a visual examination of the com- 
pleted work to detect hazards due to improper or careless 
methods. ‘ihe other feature is supplementary to this, and 18 
concerned with the quality and condition of the materials 
and apparatus employed. It involves caretul tests under stan- 
dard conditions which are not usually obtainable except in 
a laboratory. ‘This feature of electrical inspection may be 
designated approval testing as distinct from the first feature 
or held inspection. Approval testing is the function of the 
Approval Laboratory or the Commission. 

in the early days ot the Kilectrical Inspection Department 
the work of upproval was carried on by that department in 
conjunction with teld inspection. Devices and materiais 
which ‘bore the label of Underwriters’ Laboratories of the 
United States were accepted as satisfactory in any installation. 
Much material, however, continually appeared on the market, 
which had not been approved by the underwriters' labora- 
tories, and such material was examined and approved by the 
Electrical Inspection Department. Labels were distributed 
to manufacturers tor use with certain types of goods, such 
as service boxes, motor starters, and electric signs. ‘lhe 
number and variety of devices and materials appearing on 
the market: increased so rapidly that it was found impossible 
for the Inspection Department to carry on both approval and 
tield inspecuon, especially in cases where laboratory tests were 
necessary. Accordingly, in 1917 the approval testing was 
turned over to the Laboratories Department of the Commis- 
sion, and a section was organised to carry on the work under 
the name of the Approval Laboratory. 

Scope of Work.—ihe scope of the work is indicated by the 
wording of the announcement made by the Commission at 
the time of the organisation of the Approval Laboratory. This 
reads as follows :— 


Pursuant to Power Commission Act, 6 Geo. V., Chapter 19, 
Section 10, 1916, and amendments thereto, and the Rules and 
Regulations of the Hydro-Electric Power Commission, cover- 
ing the design and construction of electrical machinery, ap- 
paratus, appliances, devices, material, and equipment for use 
in the generation, transmission, distribution, or use of elec- 
trical power or energy in the Province of Ontario, in connec- 
tion with any electrical installation or wiring for electric ight, 
heat, or power, where the electric pressure delivered to or 
from the same exceeds 10 volts, manufacturers of, jobbers, 
agents, and dealers in, electrica! machinery. apparatus, ap- 
pliances, devices, material, and equipment, and others in- 
terested are hereby notified that the Commission orders that, 
on and after three months from date of this notice, no such 
electrical machinery, apparatus, appliances, devices, material, 
or equipment used or to be used as above may be used, 
Offered tor sale, or disposed of in the Province of Ontario unless 
and until the design and construction of same has been sub- 
mitted to the Hydro-Electric Power Commission of Ontario 
and approval of such has formally been obtained. 

1918) notice was published in Ontario on January 17th, 

18. 

While any device designed to operate on a circuit of over 
10 volts comes within the jurisdiction of the Approval Labora- 
tory, the work of approval testing has been confined chietly 
to devices rated at 600 volts or less; special attention being 
given to those classes of appliances which are sold to the 
public for unrestricted use. 

The following incomplete list will indicate the diversity of 
devices and materials which have been submitted for approval 
and tested in the Laboratory :— 

Wires for electric ranges, earthing clamps, conduit and con- 
duit fittings, enclosed motor starting switches, switch boxes, 
electric signs, cabinets and cut-out boxes, panel boards, high- 
frequency generators, electrically operated pumps, rectifiers, 
sockets, receptacles, lamp shades, lamp fixtures and fittings, 
wire connectors, air heaters, pressing irons, automobile heaters, 
cooking appliances such as ranges, toasters, and grills, 
elevator switches, farm lighting plants, oil-break switches, 
plug and cartridge fuses (renewable and non-renewable), cur- 
rent taps, cut-out bases, rosettes, bell-ringing transformers, 
electrical soldering tools, soldering lugs, insulating devices, 
outlet bushings and fittings, auto-starters, washing machines, 
oil and gasoline pumping outfits, elevator controllers. 

Method of Procedure.—It is incumbent 1pon the manufac- 
turer to obtain approval of the design and construction of his 
product before offering it for sale in Ontario. To obtain this 
approval, the device in question is sent to the laboratories 
accompanied by a formal application to the Commission. The 
necessary tests are then carried out, and the manufacturer is 
advised of the changes, if any, which are necessary to bring 
the device up to standard. It is sometimes necessary to 
submit two or more samples before one is produced which 
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is in accord with the requirements. When a device has 
nnaliy been constructed which is considered by the Laboratory 
to ve free trom fire and accident hazard, a report is prepared 
describing in detail the construction of the device, the tests 
which were made upon it, and a recommiendation that 1t be 
approved. z 

Approvals Committee.—This report is submitted to each 
member of a committee composed. of representatives of the 
Hydro-Electrie Power Commission, the electrical manulac- 
turers, dealers, jobbers, und protessional societies, and the 
fre underwriters. . „ 3 

Ihe personnel of this committee is as follows:— °° | 

Wa F. Dobson, chairman; A. S. L. Barnes, secretary; W. C. 
Cale, Approval Laboratory; Wilis Maclachlan, L. G. ireland, 
N. 1. Jenery, E. M. Wood, J. F. S. Madden, 11ydro-rectric 
rower Commission; A. G. Hall, Electrical Inspection Depart- 
ment, Hydro- Electric Power Commission, J. A. Mehay, re- 
presenting Canygdian Association ot Manufacturers of Electrical 
Supplies; C. E. Schwenger, representing Association of Muni- 
cipal Electrical Utilities of Ontario; O. V. Anderson, repre- 
senting Canadian Electrical Association; S. A. Gaskell, repre- 
senting Canadian Association of British. Munutacturers and 
British Electrical and Allied Manufacturers“ Association; 
C. H. Carlisle, representing Canadian Manufacturers! Associa- 
tion; Joseph Hogers, representing Canadian Electrical Supply 
Jobvers’ Association; A. A. Mcintyre, representing Ontario 
Association of Hlectrical Dealers and Contractors; F. K. 
wart, representing loronto Section, American Institute of 
Hlectrical Engineers; William Jaylor, representing Associated 
Boards of Trade of Ontario; R. Driscoll, representing Cana- 
dian. Fire Underwriters’ Association. 

Each member of this committee is asked to read the labora- 
tory.reports and signify his approval or disapproval. When 
agreement among the members of the comnittee has been 
reached, the report is presented to the Cominission with the 
. recommendation that the device in question be approved for 
use in Ontario. i 
: When. the recommendation has. been sanctioned by the 
Commission the manufacturer is so advised, and an approval 
number " is issued, which serves to identify the particular 
device or line of devices approved. A card index of approved 
devices 18 distributed to the district inspectors of the Com- 
mission, and to others interested. This forms a continuous 
record for the use of the inspectors, and contains suflicient 
information to enable them to identify any approved device 
which may be brought to their notice. 

He-examination.-—When a device has been approved, the 
manufacturer enters into an agreement with the Commission 
to manufacture all future devices in exact duplicate of the 
sample approved. The Commission agrees to allow its name 
. to be placed upon the device, together with the approval 
. number mentioned above, thus signifying that it has passed 
the necessary tests. This is usually accomplished by placing 
on the name plate the abbreviation '" H. E. P. C. App. No. —.“ 
. On certain devices, such as enclosed switches, cabinets, con- 
duit, fuses, &c., labels are used. These are furnished by the 
Commission, and are affixed by the manufacturer. 

In order to keep a check on the quality, of the product of 
any factory, periodic tests are made in the laboratory on 
samples selected in the factory or purchased in the open 
market. A representative of the Laboratory also visits the 
manufacturers to examine their product and render them 
assistance in any matter relating to approval. 

By this means it is possible to keep a continuous check 
upon the various classes of electrical devices and to detect 
cases of hazardous construction. 

Although the majority of the manufacturers making use 
of the Laboratory are located in Ontario, its services have been 
made use of by other Canadian manufacturers and by a 
considerable number of American manufacturers, whose goods 
have not been submitted for approval to Underwriters’ Labora- 
tories. Many of these manufacturers, however, have obtained 
the underwriters’ approval, and in such cases their goods are 
listed in the records of the Commission upon payment of the 
cost of listing, provided they also conform to the requirements 
of the inspection department. It is necessary, however, that 
all such goods be so listed before being distributed in Ontario. 

Standards.—All tests on devices and materials submitted 
are made with reference to standards where such exist. ‘These 
are specifications of the various features of construction con- 
sidered necessary to minimise fire and accident hazard, and 
of the tests necessary to determine how the specifications have 
been complied with. "The standards in general use in America 


are those based upon the National Code of the United States, 


prepared by the National Board of Fire Underwriters, in co- 
operation with electrical manufacturers, Inspection authorities, 
and other interested bodies. These follow standards of con- 
struction and wiring in use in tbe United States and generally 
adopted throughout Canada. 

The standards adopted by the Commission at the inception 
of the work agree in all essential details with those of the 
Underwriters’ Laboratories in so far as they relate to the fire 
hazard, but conform to the rules and regulations of the Com- 
mission for inside electrical installations where these differ 
from the National Electrical Code. These differences deal 
chiefly with the elimination of danger to persons from shock, 
a feature of inspection which until recently has not been 
emphasised by the underwriters. 

The preparation of standards must of necessity lag somewhat 


behind the progress of manufacture, hence, standards are not 
yet available covering all classes of devices on the market. 

Standards for the following materials and devices have been 
promulgated by the Commission: Rubber- covered wire and 
cable, armoured cords and cable, cartridge enclosed fuses, snap 
switches, cabinets and cut-out boxes, electric signs, pane! 
boards, knife switches, cut-out bases. soldering lugs, flexible 
cords, ground clamps. 

‘These standards specify in detail the various features which 
are considered worthy ot attention from the viewpoint ol sze 
construction, such as clearance between live parts and ground 
and between points of opposite polarity, thickness of metal, 
current density, &c. They also specify dimensions of various 
devices such as fuses, cut-out bases, screw shells, &c. Many 
devices are submitted for approval, however, for which no 
specific standards exist. Consequently the Commission has, 
with the co-operation of the manufacturer and other interested 
parties, prepared standards for certain classes of materials 
and devices, as such were found necessary. ‘Those prepared 
to date are: Electric washing machines, enclosed switches, 
electric ranges. 

Much assistance is rendered the Laboratory by the Inspec- 
tion Departinent in reporting cases of sub-standard construc- 
tion, and in obtaining market samples for laboratory exami- 
nation. The various organisations represented on the 
Approvals Committee also co-operate in the criticism of 
laboratory reports and, in particular, the Canadian Associated 
Manufacturers of Electrical Supplies in the work of preparing 
standards. 

The importance of the approval testing work need not be 
emphasised. There are several self-evident facts, however, 
the full significance of which may not be universally realised, 
even by the electrical fraternity. The approval testing has 
been referred to as supplementary to field inspection. It is 
in reality of fundamental importance to the latter, since safe 
methods of installation are of no avail without properly con- 
structed appliances and materials. The importance of the 
work to the safety of the public and of property cannot be 
over emphasised. The fire loss from electrical causes is still 
large. The danger to life even in low-voltage appliances has 
not been wholly removed. Consequently continued vigilance 
in the construction of materials and appliances is an essential 
feature contributing towards safety in the use of electricity. 
The growth in the use of electricity by the public at large 
will depend on safe construction of appliances as much as 
upon economy and convenience. It is therefore incumbent 
upon all who are interested in furthering the use of electricity 
to co-operate in the maintenance of safe standards of con- 
struction. 


THE LONG-DISTANCE TELEPHONE SYSTEM 
OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


DISCUSSION AT MANCHESTER. 


MEMBERS of the NORTH-WESTERN CENTRE of the INSTITUTION OF 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS discussed Sir W. Noble's paper on the 
above subject, which was abstracted in our issue of April Ist. 
on March 22nd, when Mr. J. Frith presided and Mr. A. D. 
Hart deputised for Sir W. Noble. 

Mr. W. J. MebLYN said that the author had compared 
gutta-percha insulated conductors and the newer paper 
insulated. lead-covered cables from the point of view df 
efficiency in speech transmission, but another point of very 
great importance was the cost. Apart from the additional 
duct space required, the average cost per line in the older 
type of cable was so great that its extensive use would have 
been a heavy financial burden tending to retard the natural 
development of the service. 

Regarding traflic development since the trunk lines were 
taken over by the Post Office in 1596, the first record showed 
thut during the year ending March 3lst, 1598, there were 
5,888,274 trunk calls; eight years later that number bad m- 
creased to 18 millions, and by 1913 the latter figure was 
doubled, making 36 millions, whilst the latest publishe: 
statistics for March, 1915, showed that the total had risen w 
40,557,833, and provision was being made for a big increix 
on the last-mentioned total during the next few years. 4 
complete network of cables already existed between ali the 
South Lancashire towns, including Manchester and Liverpo: 
and extending north as far as Preston and Burnley, and a 
into Yorkshire. ‘They had faith in the development ol ile 
system, because they knew that substantial progress m ovet 
taking the arrears had already been achieved. One of the 
most important improvements was the increase in facilités 
for intercommunication between the main centres of indus. 
and in most cases a call originating in. Manchester could nv$ 
be put through ahnost on demand to the principal towns P 
South and Mid-Lancashire. ‘There were now 132 lines workias 
in existing cables between Manchester and Liverpool. and 3 
new cable carrying 160 additional lines was nearly completed. 
the work of laying a new cable between Manchester and la- 
ham was also well advanced, and additional lines betwee! 
Manchester and London would be available in the course 4 
few months, and a repeater station in Manchester would work 
in connection with that cable. Other extensions were in ban 
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which would relieve them of the anxiety of maintaining the 
service and would give a more stable, secure, and regular 
service. 

Mr. T. E. HERBERT thought that the development of tho 
work of cable balancing initiated by Messrs. Tremain and 
Martin to its present-day form constituted a most remarkable 
achievement. It was a source of wonder that such delicate 
tests of such extreme accuracy were made on the roadside by 
means of the specially equipped motor van. The details of 
the apparatus, together with an account of the principles in- 
volved and detailed instructions for the organisation of such 
work, would shortly be available. The completion of the vast 
schemes necessary to obtain the full benefit of all the work 
done necessarily took time. The supplies of raw materials 
and their conversion into lines and apparatus had thrown a 
huge burden on the manufacturers, and in Lancashire it was 
not difficult to appreciate what they had and were doing to 
provide the requisite supplies. For obvious reasons the pre- 
cisa financial effect of the various developments sketched in 
the paper had not been dealt with, but that aspect of the 
subject was constantly under review, and the economies 
effected were as remarkable as the scientific achievements. 
The thermionic valve appeared to have solved most of their 
problems, but they were only at the beginning of its develop- 
ment, and possibly the receiver microphone relay might have 
to be rescued from tho scrap heap to enable trunk circuits to 
be separated electrically from the lines of varying length to 
which necessarily they had to be extended. A number of 
problems resolved themselves into questions of economics, and 
there were many cases where 1t was cheaper to provide extra 
lines or lines of heavier gauge than to provide the auxiliary 
apparatus necessary with lesser line plant. At the moment 
such remarks applied to the carrier or wired-wireless system. 
In its present stage of development it had several limitations, 
but in future it would be possible to do for the proverbial 
shilling what would now cost half-a-crown. 

Mr. G. S. WALLACE said that the first part of the paper pro- 
vided an opportunity for those concerned with the manufac- 
ture of telephone and telegraph cable to voice their views on 
the problems that had been put to them by the Post Office 
authorities during the past few years. They were concerned 
not only with the electrical properties of the cable, but also 
with its size and mechanical strength. and the cost of special 
machinery for handling a non-standard type of cable must in 
certain cases be very heavy. Had the time yet arrived when 
cable could be manufactured and balanced in the factory on 
more standard lines than it was at present? Up to a few 
years ago the difficulty had been to obtain any commercial 
speech transmission on ordinary standard telephone cable of 
over forty or fifty miles in length, irrespective of cost, but 
sooner or later the cost per circuit in the cable itself would be 
a vital factor. Cable of different designs might give equally 
satisfactory results in practice, and the cost of manufacture 
would be reduced and the rate of delivery accelerated the more 
the principle of standardisation could be adopted. 

Mr. T. PLUMMER referred to fault localisation on long- 
distance cables as being a very important matter; he had been 
a sceptic regarding the ability to find those faults, but he now 
bore testimony that it was possible to do it by the new system 
of testing. For example, on the cable from Birmingham to 
Liverpool, by tests at intermediate points made simul- 
taneously, it was possible to locate faults down to a distance 
of, perhaps, 100 yards. That was a remarkable achievement 
when it was borne in mind that the faults they were looking 
for were ones which, on an insulation loss cf thousands of 
megohins per mile, did not amount to a thousand megohms 
per mile. In those balanced cables the insulation had to be 
80 perfect that it was regarded as being faulty when the in- 
sulation resistance fell to 3,000 or 4,000 megohms per 
mile. The speaker bore witness to the very good working 
of those cables; they required practically no attention, and 
one man was able to look after quite a large number of thein— 
a very important point in connection with mamtenance. The 
maintenance cost of the repeater was extremely small. No 
reference was made in the paper to the ringing arrangement, 
which was far more ditlicult to repeat than the speech. 

Mr. T. E. STRETCH hoped that the paper would not have the 
result that every time they ran a pair of wires Into à rural 
district the local people would expect the line to be under- 
ground. : 

„Mr. A. E. Banks thought it significant that each step 
towards improved speech transmission and extended means of 
communication had been accompanied by increased volume of 


traffic, a sure indication (if indeed any were required) that a. 


definite field existed for still greater development in those 
directions. Regarding signalling, the method of applying a 
vibrating reed so as to produce currents of a frequency suit- 
able for transmission by repeaters appeared to be promising, 
Mr. J. M. Jackson touched upon maintenance of the under- 
ground work; underground cables would break down just as 
overhead wires did, though not so frequently, and a tribute 
ought to be: paid to the Post Office research engineers for the 
verv good work they had done in devising a system of 
localising higher resistance faults. E 
Mr. L. H. Crane. referring to the proposal fer a cross- 
country overhead system on steel towers and the special way- 
leave powers, if any, that were contemplated in connection 
therewith. presumed that a special Act of Parliament would be 
required after the lines of the Acts required for the construc- 


tion of railways, as the present powers of the Post Office 


would be quite inadequate. In the repeater circuit, fig. 8, 


he understood that the up side could not speak at the same 
time as the down side. lf that was correct, would it not in 
practice lead to trouble in cutting off through both ends 
endeavouring to speak at the same time? From the size of 
the filament batteries he understood that the valves were in 
circuit with the battery permanently, or at least during the 
day time. Was it not possible to arrange the circuits so that 
the valves were only in circuit when required, namely, when 
the line was connected at both ends by either operator or 
subscriber? Suitable relays could be designed for connecting 
in the balancing circuit of the repeater shown in fig. 2 to 
effect that purpose which would also enable automatic calling 
and clearing signals to be arranged for. Perhaps some form 
of polarised relay might solve that problem. | 

Mr. C. E. Morgan understood the application of the four- 
wire repeater circuit was limited to circuits in the region of 
200 miles in length. In connection with the two-wire repeater 
circuit they could not have a main greater than a cable equi- ` 
valent to 12. In a number of cases there was a demand in the 
neighbourhood of 7, 8 or 9, which seemed to mean keeping 
up the overhead lines. 

Mr. A. D. Hart, in replying to the discussion, explained 
that Sir William Noble's difficulty in drafting the paper was 
to keep it within reasonable limits. If he had started out to 
deal with fault localisation, that section alone would have 
been as big as the paper itself, and a long paper would have 
been necessary to explain the ringing arrangement. Also Sir 
William had in mind the fact that those subjects were dealt 
with in the professional papers of the Institution of Post Office 
Engineers. ‘The tests made between London and Liverpool 
were made with a cable which did not contain screened con- 
ductors; the cable was of quad formation for some distance 
out of London and then dropped into twin formation. The 
multiple twin which they now used was a later development, 
and another type which had fallen out of use was that known 
as the quad pair. Martin and Tremain did continue their 
tests on screened conductors, but not in connection with that 
cable. There was no difficulty whatever in working. valves 
in series for telephone-repeater working, but the limit was in 
the cable. The fact that they had to crowd so many con- 
ductors into a telephone cable meant that the mutual inter- 
ference between the neighbouring circuits was a measurable 
quantity. If they pushed up the amplification for the repeater 
by adding valves in series, then they increased the mutual 
interference. Two valves in series were sufficient to give 
much more than could safely be put into the telephone cable, 
i.c., in practice the repeaters could be spaced out cn under- 
ground cable to about 60 miles apart, sometimes 710. If they 
were taken beyond that distance the attenuation would be so 
great that the amplification that would be necessary at the 
repeater would give serious trouble. Probably the. minimum 
distance over which the four-wire repeater circuit would be 
used might be four or five miles. For trunk circuits it was 
rather ditlicult to give a minimum distance, but certainly with 
the two-wire repeater, which would be used on the London- 
Manchester cable, they could cover most of the requirements, 
because if they could ensure a standard in that current, say, 
12 miles corresponding to a reduction ratio between the send- 
ing and receiving currents of about 4 to l, they would be 
getting a quality of conversation very much better than they 
could get on many of the circuits at the present time.. The 
current taken by the valve now in use (a sainple of which was 
exhibited) was 0.8 A, and the power expended in the filament 
was roughly 4 W, which gave an electron emission of about 
10 amperes. That gave all they required. They would like a 
filament that would give that same electron emission. for a 
less expenditure of energy, but the low-wattage valves they bad 
tested up to the present were not entirely suitable for tele- 
phone-repeater work. It was absolutely essential that the 
crid voltage-plate current curve of a valve for telephonic 
repeater purposes should be an absolutely straight line. The 
switching-on of valves only when they were wanted obviously 
meant a complication of relays. They were aware of the 
necessity for transmitting ringing currents, signalling, calling. 
and so forth, but the first essential was that they should trans- 
mit speech, and any addition to those circuits of automatic 
means of calling and so on meant complication. A further 
development, the details of which would be published shortly, 
was a method of signalling for groups of repeater circuits auto- 
matically by means of a device which was familiar to telegraph 
engineers. Suppose ten circuits between two points which 
they could not afford to supply with signalling arrangements; 
they could put a multiplex distributor on the tenth circuit 
and let it distribute ringing current to each of the others. 
Manchester was to be a telephone-repeater station, and a very 
important one apparently because it was a sort of focus for 
all the long-distance lines in that part of the country. and the 
Manchester repeater station would grow as the underground 
cables increased. The speaker. did not agree that the miero- 
phone repeater might have to he resuscitated. 


—. ̃——u—̃ä— — 
Radlum.— Te Times states that over £500,000 has 


been raised in Denmark by a natioral fund for the purchase of 
radium, 
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JAPANESE HYDRO-ELECTRIC AND ELECTRICAL MANUFACTURING WORKS. 


Two noteworthy articles dealing with the remarkable 
progress made in recent years in Japan in the utilisation 
of water power and in the manufacture of electrical 
machinery and apparatus were published in the Japanese 
section of the Times Trade Supplement on April 16th, 
1921. The following abstracts of the articles, which 
have been written by Mr. R. Torikai, Professor of Elec- 
trical Engineering at the Imperial University of Tokio, 
will no doubt be read with interest by those who have 
not perused the originals in our contemporary :— 


THE HYDROELECTRIC WORKS. 


At the outset the author recalls the fact that Japan is a very 
narrow and mountainous country. A chain of lofty moun- 
tains extending along the whole length of the islands forms a 
high central axis, on both sides of which hundreds of rivers 
rush down to the sea. The great difference between the 
uplands and the plain and the relatively short distance between 
the mountains and the coast render these rivers swift and 
unsuitable for navigation. But this physical configuration has 
a practical advantage as 1t has endowed Japan with abundant 
water power resources. The investigations made by the De- 
partment of Communications, which controls the supply of 
electricity, indicate that the islands possess sufficient water 
power to generate 5,000,000 h.p., and concessien rights have so 
tar been granted for 1,000,000 h.p. Applicants for rights have 
to obtain permission from the Department of Communication 
and the Department for Home Affairs before they are able to 
take practical steps in the direction of utilising any water 
powers, and failure to begin operations within a specified period 
involves the cancellation of the permit. 

The first generating station was established 30 years ago by 
the City of Tokio, which erected the Sosui Works. A water- 
way, divided partly into canals and partly into tunnels, was 
constructed from Lake Biwa to the city. The works was 
modelled according to the American system in use at that 
period, and was equipped with a erating current generators 
at 133 cycles. This station was continued in use until 1912, 
when the city constructed a modern station of a capacity of 
6,000 kW. After the completion of the former the use of 
hydro-electricity gradually extended all over Japan, and since 
1910 a large number of hydro-electric works, with an average 
capacity of 10,000 kW, have been erected. Not only so, but 
the high price of coal and the general industrial progress of 
the country have recently imparted a further impetus to the 
development of hydro-electric works. 

Although the hydro-electric works in size and equipment are 
not comparable with those in various countries in Europe and 
America, the professor states that.the natural features of the 
country and the progress already made indicate that hydro- 
electricity has a great future. Electricity is generated both 
by water power and from coal, is used for lighting and trans- 
port purposes and in chemical and other industries. Electric 
light is in almost universal use in Japan to-day, and even in 
small villages and in remote places in the heart of the moun- 
tains it is available to the inhabitants. 

Coming to consider the generating works in existence, the 
author remarks that the loftiest mountains are situated in the 
centre of the country, where the district is known as the 
Japanese Alps; here and at some of the lakes is to be 
found the greatest head of water. Accordingly the large and 
typical electrical undertakings have naturally utilised these 
centres, and have concentrated on the supply of power to the 
two great industrial centres of Tokio and Osaka. In the case 
of the Ujikawa Electric Co., Lake Biwa is the source of water 
power. The capacity of the power house is 35,000 kW, three 
phase, at 11,000 volts and 60 cycles. This is stepped up to 
55,000 volts and transmitted to Osaka, which is 90 miles dis- 
tant, and is there reduced to 11,000 volts and distributed over 
the city by means of underground cables, which is the usual 
system of distribution in the large cities. The company, in 
conjunction with the Osaka Electric Company, which has an 
output capacity, generated from coal. nearly equal to the 
former, has been supplying most of the energy for Osaka. 
Owing. however, to the growth in the demand having ex- 
ceeded the output capacity, the Ujikawa Company is now erect- 
ing a second station. But instead of providing long tunnels 
and canals for the conveyance of the water, the company is 
building a dam across the river Uji and thus raising the level 
of the water to a sufficient height to generate the necessary 
power. 

The Ujikawa Co. and the Inawashiro Electric Co. are the 
two largest concerns in Japan. The Inawashiro is a volcanic 
lake in the north of Japan, and is the source of a river which 
flows tow^rds the Wakamatsn Plains, the difference in level 
between the lake and the plains exceeding 1,000 ft. Tn order 
to utilise the votentialities of the site, the company proposes 
to erect fonr large nower houses. two of which have already 
been completed and are supplying power to Tokio. The 
peneratina canacitv of the first of the two stations is about 
40,000 kW at 11.000 volts and 50 eveles. The voltage is raised 
to 111.000 and the current transmitted for a distance of 150 


miles to Tokio by means of copper conductors on steel towers. 

The two companies in question represent the hydro-eiectric 
undertakings in the western and eastern districts. Many other 
companies are also engaged in the business, and the Lames of 
five are mentioned as possessing power stations of over 10,0 
kW, transmission lines over 50 miles long, and pressures of 
from 55,000 to 66,000 volts. In addition to these, many new 
schemes based on the utilisation of the power of the Alps 
have been prepared in order to meet the growing and unlimr... 
demand for supply. In this connection the names of four wu- 
panies are cited as having been constituted for affording a 
delivery to Tokio and two for the supply of Osaka. ‘These 
schemes make provision for a considerable output, ranging 
from 60,000 kW in one case to 170,000 kW in a second and to 
300,000 kW in each of two other projects, while the intended 
distance of transmission extends over 200 miles at pressures of 
165,000 volts. 

After referring to the technical error of two frequencies harv- 
ing been adopted of 50 and 60 cycles respectively, Prof. Torikai 
mentions the problem of the electrification of the railways and 
the organisation of the supply of power. All the tramway 
systems and inter-urban lines, he says, are at present operated 
by electricity, and the Railway Board, which manages the 
nationalised railways of Japan, has prepared plans for the 
conversion of the railways to electric traction, which are now 
before the Parliament. 


THE MANUFACTURING WORKS. 


The second article by Prof. Torikai, treating of the Japanese 
as manufacturers, points out that there were only a few works 
of small size in the country before the year 1910. These were 
occupied with the production of the smaller types of machines, 
whilst almost all the electrical apparatus had to be obtained 
from other countries. But simultaneously with the growth in 
the use of electrical power there has been a steady advance in 
the manufacture of electrical apparatus. Nevertheless the pro- 
ductive capacity in dynamos and motors is still far below the 
requirements of domestic consumption, and as & consequence 
these continue to be imported on a large scale. 

The author admits that, generally speaking. the electrical 
manufactures made in Japan do not stand comparison with the 
products of other countries, and he therefore thinks that the 
frequent criticism of the crudeness of these and other manv- 
factures calls for some explanation. As a rule this defect is 
attributed to lack of scientific research. "While agreeing that 
the same progress in research has not yet been made in Japan 
as in Europe and America, the professor does not consider that 
this alone accounts for the inferiority in question. In his 
opinion Japan has made sufficient advance in scientific investi- 
gation to meet her industrial requirements, and constant pro- 
gress is being made in this direction. It has, however. to be 
borne in mind that Japan is a remote country which has been 
practically isolated for 2,000 years, and that until recent years 
the pursuit of business, trade and commerce was desnised and 
regarded with contempt. One result of this isolation. com- 
bined with the obstacles of the language. is that Japanese 
students, in order to prepare themselves for scientific studies 
and research work, have to spend more than five years in 
learning foreign languages. It has also to be remembered 
that until about 50 years ago there were no Japanese work- 
men trained in modern industries: and all the skilled artisans 
of to-day have been trained during the past 30 years. On 
the other hand, their fellow workers in Europe and America 
have the benefit of generations of skilled training behind 
them. Under these circumstances the author ascribes the 
defects of some Japanese manufactures to this lack of experr 
ence. 

Discussing in detail the manufacturing industry, Prof. 
Torikai states that at present there are 15 large works which 
are constructing dynamos of over 1,000 kW, the largest heinz 
the Shibaura, the Hitachi. the Mitsubishi. and the Okumara. 
which are capable of turning out the largest types of machines. 
Steam turbo-cenerators of 10.000 to 11.000 kW have been 
huilt by the Mitenbishi Co. All the water turbine generators 
for the Uiikawa Electric Co.. each of 7,000 kW at 11.00 volts. 
and all the dynamos of about the same canacity for the 
second power station of the Inawashiro Electric Co.. were 
supplied by the Shibaura Co. In other words, all the largest 
generators in use in Japan have been made bv native firms. 
The Hitachi and Okumara works, which have also made * 
number of larce machines. are also endeavouring to construct 
hydraulic turbines of moderate size, but this branch has nt 
vet heen fully developed. 

Tt is apparent, the author remarks, that Japan is now «eT 
reliant in the production of ordinary dvnamos, but ther 
machines are not very much cheaper than those imnort^ 
from abroad. owing to the fact that Japan is pot yet l 
supporting in all essential materials, seeing that cerfan 
raw and semi-finished products have to be imported. !^ 
vestigations. however. have recently been made into the 
question of the availability of domestic supplies of euch 
materials. 

The manufacturing works mentioned also produce practical 
all other electrical apparatus, euch as electric railwav mater". 
heaters, domestic appliances, &c.; but only a few of the works 
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manufacture electrical measuring instruments. No difficul- Incandescent electric lamps.— 
ties are encountered in the production of meters for switch- Total 44,000 72,000 + 28,000 
boards and for general industrial purposes, but the industry United Kingdom 4,000 1,000 — 3,000 
is not yet able to construct the finer scientific instruments, United States h 39,000 70,000 + 31,000 
where absolute accuracy is a sine qua non, such as electro- , | 
meters, ampere balances, standard resistances, &c Filaments for incandescent lamps.— 

Prof. Torikai proceeds to remark that the manufacture of Total 320,000 119,000 — 201,000 
electric incandescent lamps has been thoroughly mastered, United Kingdom 107,000 15,000 — 392,000 
and all such requirements can now be met by native firms, France Vus ae - 7,000 13,000 + 6,000 
e gaine Buc patent Pad practical at the lamps are of United States 202,000 89,000 — 113,000 
the Mazda ” type. me new lines of Japanese invention ; 
have recently appeared on the market, and their manufacture Submarine telegraph or telephone cables.— 
will be gradually developed in the future. Besides insulators, United States 6,000 = 6,000 
which cun be produced even for a 220,000-volt line, progress Wattmeters.— 
has been made with the production of conducting wires and Total 460.000 519.000 + 59,000 
cables, and the author says that in addition to being able United Kingdom 23 000 6000 — 17,000 
to meet the whole of the demand in the home market, the Switzerland ... 201.000 198000 — 3.000 
four existing cable factories are also able to carry on an United States 000 292,000 + 56,000 
export trade. France EP BA 21,000 + 21,000 

Ammeters and voltmeters.— 
United Kingdo 10% 100 S00 
ni gdom , , "23 
ELECTRICAL IMPORTS AND EXPORTS United States 217,000 250.000 + 33,000 
OF JAPAN. Accumulators.— | 
————— l Total 26,000 100,000 + 74,000 
Tue following statement shows the import and export trade of United Kingdom — 3,000 + 3,000 
Japan in 1919 in electrical and similar goods. For purposes of Germany M 4.000 pss ue ,000 
comparison, figures for 1918 have been added, together with a United States , 22,000 97,000 + 75,000 
note of increases or decreases. ‘ 
Carbon for electrical use.— 
aa United Kingde 20.000 30.00 $ “30-000 
1918 1919 Inc. or dec. ni Lingdom ; ' + 30, 

Country whence imported Yen Yen en n me m B 4,000 + 1,000 
Posts and materials for electric lines : — nited States 1,000 627,000 + 376,000 

United States 16,000 151,000 + 135,000 
Insulated electric wire (metal armoured).— EXPORTS. 

Total  .. " 1,000 71.000 + 64,000 1918 1919 Inc. or dec. 

United States sie A 5,000 3,000 — 2000 Country to which exported Yen Yen Yen 

United Kingdom = 1,000 68,000 + 67,000 Electrical machinery and parte thereof.— 

Insulated electric wire, other.— l Total 3,984,000 4,443,000 + 459,000 
x China zs b 1,005,000 1,409,000 + 404,000 

United States 70000 145,000 + 75000 Kwantung Province 1.513.000 1,687,000 + 174,000 

Steam turbines.— 5 Song - je 257000 ay + 0 
Total 275,000 836,000 + 561. 000 rivish als , , J , 

Vad gu LE I M BE- CE Ha 

een Es = ee ee French Indo-China - 11,000 33,000 + 22.000 
Gas engines, petroleum engines, and hot-air engines.— . Asiatic Russia us 13,000 160,000 + 147,000 

Total 505, 966,000 + 461,000 Philippine Islands ... 34,000 43,000 + 9,000 

United Kingdom =< 38,000 + 38,000 Siam. 16.000 39,000 + 3.000 

Sweden "e 15.000 160,000 + 145.000 United Kingdom 33,000 72,000 + 39.000 

United dere 10 757,000 + 15 Francs Bons 9000 30990 pi 1390 

t l 5, — — j ni s ; i i 
F Canada 10.000 5,000 — 5.000 
Steam engines. — Chile 20,000 17,000 — 3,000 
Total 463,000 540,000 + 77,000 Argentine 20,000 9,000 — 11,000 

United Kingdom 22,000 121,000 + 99,000 gypt " x 28,000 7,000 — 21,000 

United States 416,000 367.000 — 49,000 Cape Colony and Natal 83,000 24,000 — 59,000 

Kwantung Province 13,000 E — 13,000 Australia e 296,000 155.000 — 141,000 

France j T — 35,000 + 35,000 New Zealand 53.000 27,000 — 26,000 

Germany 3,000 = — 3.000 Peru D Ben, ais — 5,000 + 5, 000 
Steam boilers and parts.— Telephones and parts thereof.— 

Total 7,535,000 8,335,000 + 800,000 l Total 421.000 630,000 + 2 00 

Kwantung Province .. 116, 000 — — 116,000 China 182,000 143,000 — 39. 

United Kingdom ... . 1,285,000 9,636,000 41, 351.000 Kwantung Province 172,000 — 218,000 + 46,000 

United States . 6,015,000 5,626,000 — 389,000 Hong Kong ... 4000 — 100 — 83,000 

Other countries 47,000 = ES British India 4.000 5,000 + — 1,000 

| Dutch India ... 42,000 36,000 — 6,000 
Dynamos, motors, transformers, dc.— Asiatic Russia 12,000 220,000 + 208,000 
Total 91000 0000 000 Electric lamps.— 

Kwantung Province ; = , 77 na ann 

United Kingdom .. 38000 187000 + 149.000 China T^. — 7 . 2 "489000 456,00 — 96,00 

Sweden 95 * a + 25 i 2,000 196.000 — 46.000 

United States 2,976,000 4,763,000 +1,787,000 * 157.00 145,000 2 „12.000 

j i ti i — British India ^ ae : 39, — ; 
i da ^ ice RERUMS 5 000 „ 258000 ritich S. 3. 5.000 — 15,000 — — 8,000 
oe. T Dutch India.  .. 108,000 39.00% — 69,000 

Kwantung Province 1,000 105,000 + 104,000 ; 000 19000 — 12.000 

Sweden — 189,000 + 199,000 French Indo China . Su ee 289.000 

United States 483,000 431.000 — 52,000 1 BN. ‘ei 9 00 9 60 + m 
Telegraphic and telephonic instruments and parts.— United Kingdo 143, 3, — j 

Total 91,000 265,000 + 174,000 France e: e 

United Kingdom 1.000 5.000 + 4.000 Italy ..  .. 61,000 — 65,000 + 4. 

France fa 1000 8,000 + 7.000 United States 53,00 — 851,000 + 298.000 

Denmark 14,000 3,000 — 1,000 dag 0 13000 PN 800 

1: 09 eru D ME oui 2 288 

United States 75,000 247,000 + 172,000 Chile 15000 onm + 9000 

Water turbines and Pelton wheels.— Argentine 17.000 100 — 14.000 
Total 89,000 1,787,000 +1,705,000 Brazil 1.0m 1.0 — 16,000 

United Kingdom — 637,000 ＋ 637,000 Hgvyvpfdt 0. 55.000 96.pn — 90.0 

France ae 13,000 355,000 + 342,000 Cape Colony and Natal ... . 9.0% — 19.0 

Switzerland 32.000 778,000 + 746, 000 Australia 879.00 FA. — 313.000 

Sweden hi 4,000 — — New Zealand ad 11.00 10.000 — 1.000 

United States 33,000 15,000 — W, 000 Philippine Islands 7,000 34,000 + 27,000 
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1918 1919 Inc. or dec. 
Country to which exported Yen Yen Yen 
Electric insulated. wirc.— | l | 

.» © Total. ..- ..» 8,924,000 8,411,000 + 87,000 
China ... T dei .. 4,912,000 1,445,000 + 133,000 
Kwantung Province . 622.000 1,444,000 + 822,000 
Hong Kong. 55 .. 173,000 208,000 + 30,000 
British Indies . . 1,349,000 195.000 — 1,154,000 
British S. S. 119.000 135,000 + 10,000 
Dutch India .. 1,025,000 1,660,000 + 635,000 
French Indo-China wack 40,000 51,000 + 11,000 
Asiatic Russia 70,000 906,000 + 836,000 
Philippine Islands 44,000 23,000 — 21,000 
Siam „ 44,000 96,000 + 52.000 
United Kingdom 63.000 — — 63.000 
France n s 10,000 — — 10,000 
United States : 1,000 600 — 1000 
Peru ..- 18,000 110,000 + 97,000 
Chile DE 86,000 111,000 + 25,000 
Argentine 2 .. 305.000 367,000 + 62,000 
Brazil 2 sse ep cows — 14,000 + 14,000 
Egypt ' |... EP .. 107,000 20,000 — 87,000 
Cape Colony and Natal 214,000 132,000 — 82.000 
Australia 805 m 2,485,000 1,315,000 —1,170,000 
New Zealand 231,000 141,000 - 90,000 
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THE FARADAY = SOCIETY. 


I.—TwE ELECTROLYTIC RECOVERY OF. ZINC. 


At the March meeting of the Farapay Sociery, after the 
delivery by Prof. Porter of the Presidential Address (re- 
ported in our issue of April 8th, p. 439), a discussion took place, 
based on an exhaustive paper presented by Mr. S. FIELD, on 
the electrolytic process for the recovery of zinc from its ores. 
Abroad, notably in America and Tasmania, the process has 
already to & considerable extent displaced the old distillation 
method. Thus at Anaconda the plant in operation has a 
capacity of 100 tons a day, and that at Trail in British 
Columbia 40 tons a day. At Risdon, in Tasmania, a 10-ton a 
day piant is in operation, while extensions up to 100 tons a 
day are being rapidly pushed forward. It is clear, therefore, 
that the technicar difficulties associated with the method have 
been surmounted, and the superiority of the product over 
distilled zinc (it: reaches a 99.95 per cent. grade) being quite 
unquestionable, the matter of its applicability in any country 
becomes essentially an economic one. Not entirely economic, 
however, for there is a question of broad national policy 
involved, and it will be recalled that during the war our 
dependence upon oversea supplies of spelter was a matter 
which gravely affected the national security. During the 
past five years the average annual production of zinc in Great 
Britain has been 50,000 tons, against a consumption of 150,000, 
although at present it has probably fallen to some 20,000 tons. 
This fall Mr. Field ascribes mainly to the approaching exhaust- 
ion of the supplies of the high-grade ores required by the 
distillation process, and he puts forward the thesis that the 
industry can be saved for the country by the introduction of 
the electrolytic method which can be applied to the treatment 
of ‘the low-grade and complex ores still plentiful in Corn- 
wall, Scotland, and elsewhere. The contention stands or falls 
depending on the cost of electrical energy. Now, the process 
described by Mr. Field consumes 3,200 kWh per ton of cathode 
zinc for the deposition and some 800 for subsidiary purposes, 
4,000 units per ton in all. The author was of opinion that 
steam-generated energy from low-grade fuel on the scale 
required for a 10 ton a day plant can be sold for .35d. a unit 
and for .32d. on a 20 ton basis. Taking the figure at one-third 
of a penny, we arrive at £5 lls. per ton of cathode metal, a 
figure which, if substantiated, makes the process & possible 
one in this country. The discussion naturally turned round 
this question of price' of electrical energy, but it did not 
go very far. The matter is admittedly in a state of flux 
at the moment. As Mr. W. R. Cooper pointed out, the ad- 
vocates of. the process should. stir up the Electricity Commis- 
sioners. They certainly should, if the experience quoted by 
Mr. H. M. Ripér—himself an experienced worker in this 
field—be typical. ^ Mr. Ridge; even before the war, was unable 
to contract for the supply of electricity in bulk for electro- 
chemical purposes for less than 85s. per h.p.-year. and that 
figure would now have to be doubled. On the other hand, 
the Tasmanian electrolytic zinc industry was obtaining electri- 
city for 40s. or 458. per h.p.-vear. Mr. Donato F. CAMPBELI, 
thought that Mr. Field’s figures were not impossible of 
achievement. for the pre-war cost of generating power with 
gas from coke ovens or waste colliery products was about 
d. The electrolytic ‘protess was exceptionally favourable 
to the generating station in that both load factor and power 
factor were high. Whether the process was possible -here 
depended on the price of ‘coal; that it would in time displace 
distillation. was: extremely: probable when it was remembered 
that the old process demanded 5 tons of coal to produce 1 ton 
of zinc. and that the advantages as regards labour and purity 
of product. were all with electrolysis. „ Weg 


We proceed to the consideration of the process iteelf. 
Briefly described, this consists in calcining sulphide ores to 
render the zinc soluble in dilute sulphuric. acid, by which it 
Is extracted as zinc sulphate. The sulphate solution is puritied 
and then, electrolysed with. insoluble anodes. The zinc is 
deposited in an easily detachable form, and it is finally melted 
down into ingots. The spent electrolyte, rich in free sul- 
phuric acid, is used for leaching a fresh supply of calcined ore. 
Ít contains some J per cent. zinc and 10.5 per cent. free acid. 

It is clear that the essential features of the process are the 
purification of the electrolyte and the subsequent electrolysis, 
and the success of the latter depends almost entirely on the 
degree to which deleterious impurities have been removed 
from the electrolyte. These impurities are: (1) iron, arsenic, 
antimony, and cobalt, which are removed by oxidising agents 
such as air, ozone, lead, and manganese dioxide; (2) copper, 
cadmium, and nickel, which are removed by means of zinc 
dust, the presence of a small amount of mercury as sulphate 
helping the removal of these metals and ensuring com- 
plete removal of the cobalt. In the paper Mr. Field 
discusses the methods of purification in some detail, and 
these deserve close study. At the meeting he showed in a 
striking fashion the harmful results on the deposited zinc of 
anything more than some five parts of cobalt emd-0.2-part 
of nickel per 1,000,000. These metals, in fact, are the im- 
purities most commonly met with, ‘and the most insidious. 
It was not until this fact was realised and methods devised 
for their almost complete elimination. that electrolytic zinc 
extraction became practicable. Both cobalt and nickel ac 
cumulate in the solution and act corrosively, but with a 
curiously marked difference. The former promotes the. farma-. 
tion of pinholes that penetrate the thickness of the deposit, 
which then quickly dissolves from the back in contact with the 
cathode. The effect of nickel is to engender small holes which 
widen, and ultimately a deep and sharp hole is cut clean 
through the zinc deposits. Both effects are most curious 
and interesting. HL M. QUA 

The neutral purified solution of zinc sulphate ts- acidified 
until it contains 3 per cent. free sulphuric acid and 8 per 
cent. metallic zinc, and it is then 'electrolysed, Using lead 
anodes and aluminium cathodes. The current maintains the 
desired optimum temperature of 40-45: deg. C. Each cell. 
at that temperature, absorbs 3.35 volts and gives a current 
efficiency of 90 per cent. A series of cells is arranged in 
cascade, the solution flowing from one to the next. Electro 
lysis is allowed to continue ‘until the acidity rises: from 3 to 
10.5 per cent., and the zinc content falls from 8 to 3 per cent. 
An inspection of the accompanying current-efficiency curve 
makes it clear why these limits of acidity are chosen, and 
no further comment is necessary. The diagram also shows 
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that the average energy consumption is some 8,900 kWh per 
ton of zinc deposited. 

The deposits, which are easily detached from the aluminium 
cathodes, when melted down assay 99.95 per cent. zinc, the 
slight impurities consisting -of 0.02 per cent. lead. 0.02 per 
cent. cadmium, and 0.01 per cent. copper and iron. 

The process has certainly been worked out by Mr. Field 
and his colleagues with extraordinary care and thoroughness. 
Of its technical success there can, be no question. One must 
hope that the zinc market and the availability of sufficiently 
cheap ‘energy will, when times become more stabilised. 
enable the electrolytic process to compete on fair terms with 
zinc smelting abroad so that this country may become assure 
of a home zinc industry producing the metal from native ore 


Vol. 88. No 2,266, APRIL 29, 1921.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


571 


o 
II.. ELECTROLYTIC IRON. 


A paper presented by Mr. W. E. HuGues gave the results 
of a study of the crystalline forms of electro-deposited iron 
and the effect of acid upon its structure. ‘Ihe experiments 
described dealt with deposits obtained from a ferrous chloride 
bath containing calcium chloride, and it was found that 
structurally they fall into two types, normal or fibrous, de- 
pending on the conditions prevailing. A close connection 
between the macroscopic and microscopic features of the de- 
posits was observed, thus enabling an operator to form an 
opinion as to the internal structure of his deposits from their 
external features Thus, (a) a very close-grained, matt, and. 
so far as the unaided eye can see, non-crystalline exterior 
connotes a fibrous interjor; while (b) a crystalline external 
appearance is the mark of a coarse grained internal structure 
—one that approaches more or less closely to the normal 
type. (c) A bright metallic appearance indicates that the 
internal structure is of such fine grain that it is visible at 
higher magnification only. 

The conditions which determine the class of deposit were 
generalised by the author as follows :— 

l. Acidity causes the deposit to possess a fibrous structure; 
excess of acid causes the structure to be of extremely fine 
grain. 

2. As the acid diminishes in concentration the structure of 
the deposit changes froin the fibrous to the normal type. 

3. Undisturbed deposition results in a structure that be- 
comes coarser and coarser in grain size as the deposition 
continues. This increasing coarseness is marked, macrosco- 
Pically, by an increase in the size of the crystals on the surface 
of the deposit. 


III.—TnHE EL CTROLVYTIC REDUCTION OF GLUCOSE. 


Prof. ALEXANDER FiNDLAY and Mr. V. H. WILLIAMS pre- 
sented a note on The Electrolytic Reduction of Glucose.“ 
Previous work on this subject has yielded conflicting results, 
and the authors have, therefore, made a careful study of the 
reduction under varying conditions of temperature, current 
density, and current concentration, using both graphite and 
pure lead electrodes. The reduction of glucose to the cor- 
responding hexahydric alcohol is in itself a process of im- 
portance, but so far as the electrolytic method is concerned 
negative results were obtained. It is suggested that the 
production of formic acid and a pentose interfered with the 
production of the alcohol. : 


NORTH WALES AND CHESTER ELECTRICITY 
DISTRICT. 


- 


WE have received the following communication from the 
Electricity Commission :— 

The Electricity Commissioners having considered tlie. evi- 
dence submitted at the recent inquiry at Llandudno into the 
two schemes submitted respectively by the Corporation of 
Chester and by the North Wales Power & Traction Co., Ltd. 
(hereinafter called the company ). have arrived at the 
following conclusions :— 

1. The area provisionally determined received general assent 
except in respect of certain districts on the eastern side of the 
area. 

The Electricity Commissioners have decided to confirm the 
boundaries of the district as provisionally determined, subject 
to the inclusion of the Municipal Borough of Congleton, the 
urban districts of Alsager and Sandbach, und the rural district 
of Congleton, and to the exclusion of the urban districts of 
Northwich, Middleswich, and Winsford, and the rural district 
of Northwich. 

2. The scheme promoted by the Corporation of Chester 
contains proposals for (a) the development of a series of low- 
fall water power stations (without storage) on the river Dee 
between Llangollen and Erbistock; (b) the establishment of 
a new steam generating station on the Dee estuary; (c) the 
temporary utilisation of supply from H.M. factory, Queens- 
ferry; (d) the establishment of a small water power station 
in the Vale of Clwyd; and (e) ultimate co-operation with the 
company for a large supply from their hydro-electric system. 

From the evidence submitted to them, the Commissioners 
have come to the conclusion that the engineering proposals 
in this scheme cannot be approved, inasmuch as (a) it would 
be impracticable at the present time to develop low-fall water- 
power stations on the river Dee; and in any event, such 
development would have necessitated a stand-by steam plant 
for ensuring reliability of the supply; (b) the erection of a 
coal-fired station on the Dee estuary is unnecessary, and the 
cost of generation at such a station would compare unfavour- 
ably with that of a supply from the North Wales hydro- 
electric system; (c) no definite proposals are included for the 
full development of the water-power resources of the western 
part of the district. M 

Moreover. the scheme, which provides for the establishment 
of a Joint Electricity Authority consisting of representatives 
of local authorities and bodies prepared to accept financial 
responsibility, failed to secure adequate publie support. 


The Commissioners consider that a supply from H.M. 
factory, Queensterry, should be utilised temporarily. The 
information given with regard to the development in the 
Vale of Clwya was insutlicient to warrant a favourable opinion, 
although the Commissioners recognise that this small water 
power may hereatter be utilised. 

3. The scheme promoted by the company provides for the 
utilisation of the water power resources ot tne western area 
by the-improvement of Cwm Dyli, the further development 
ot Dolgarrog, and a new and extensive development at Maent- 
wrog. 

‘Lhe Commissioners are satisfied. that the engineering de- 
Velopments at Cwm Dyli and Dolgarrog are sound. Com- 
parisons with independent and earlier reports have also estab- 
ished the soundness of the proposed first development at 
Maentwrog, while an examination of the scheme for the 
second development has reasonably satisfied the Commissioner 
of its feasibility. 

Subject to the Commissioners being satisfied that the agree- 
ment between the company and the Aluminium Corporation, 
Ltd., who own the Dolgarrog works will be such as to safe- 
guard the power supply therefrom, the Commissioners have 
decided to accept the engineering proposals of the company's 
scheme. The adoption of this scheme will, in their opinion, 
ensure an ample supply of electricity to meet the require- 
ments of North Wales with a sutlicient surplus for distribution 
at commercial rates to districts outside North Wales. Such 
an additional outlet will enable the full economic development 
of the available water power to be undertaken. 

The acceptance of the scheme by the Commissioners will 
be subject to (i) the company obtaining any further statutory 
powers which may be necessary; (ii) the company satisfying 
the Commissioners as to their ability to raise the capitai re- 
quired; and (iii) a consideration of the amount payable by 
the company in respect of back dividends. 

The Commissioners are satisfied that the provisions of 
Sections 43 and 45 of the North Wales Electric Power Act, 
1904, for the revision of maximum prices and of the relation 
between price and dividend sufficiently safeguard the public. 

4. A Joint Electricity Authority is necessary for the district 
for the purpose of local supervision in the public interests over 
the development and co-ordination of the supply of electricity, 
more particularly as important natural sources of power are 
being utilised. Having regard, however, to the local circum- 
stances, the best interests of the district would be served by 
the delegation or transfer by the Joint Electricity Authority 
to the company of its powers of supply with certain excep- 
tions. e 

The Electricity Commissioners have accordingly decided to 
prepare & draft order providing for the establishment of a 
Jone e Authority for the district defined in para- 
graph 1. 

(i) In settling the representation on the Joint Electricity 
Authority, the Commissioners will give due consideration to 
the proposals embodied in the scheme submitted by the 
Chester Corporation, and to the representations made bv 
various local authorities, but they will have regard to the 
necessity for constituting a body which will not be too large 
to be efficient. 

(ii) The order will provide for the delegation or transfer 
to the company, by deed to be approved by the Commissioners, 
of such of the powers of the Joint Electricity Authority as 
the Commissioners may determine. 

The intention of the Commissioners is that while the supply 
of energy in bulk throughout the whole district shall be in 
the hands of the company, such powers shall be reserved to 
the Joint Electricity Authority as will enable it to facilitate 
the development and co-ordination of supply by the company 
and other authorised undertakers in the area, and in particular 
to control the development of distribution in all present un- 
occupied areas (subject to the existing right of local authorities 
or companies to apply for special orders to establish local 
distribution undertakings); to supervise generally the exercise 
by the company of such of the powers of the Joint Electricity 
Authority as may be delegated or transferred to the company; 
and to advise the Comunissioners on matters affecting the 
supply in the district. 

(iii) The order will embody the outlines of the technical 
scheme to be undertaken by the company, but will provide 
that modifications thereof may be made with the approval 
of the Commissioners. 

(iv) The order will require the Joint Electricity Authority 
to submit within a period of two years from the date of its 
formation proposals for securing a supply in unoccupied areas 
Where there 1s a reasonable prospect of such supply being 
remunerative. 

(v) The order will not impose upon the Joint Electricity 
Authority any financial responsibility other than its own 
administrative expenses, which will be met by contributions 
from each of the interests represented on the Authority. 

Pending the establishment of the Joint Electricity Authority, 
the Commissioners will ask the parties concerned to form 
a small provisional committee, with whom the Commissioners 
can consult from time to time with regard to any development 
of supply in the district. 

The observations of the parties represented at the recent 
inquiry will be invited on the clauses of the draft order before 
the Commissioners hold the further inquiry required by 
Section 5 (4) of the Electricity (Supply) Act, 1919. 
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'NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, i1921. 


(NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 


Compiled expressly for this journal by Messrs. Szrrow-Jowzs, ODL AND 
Stspusns, Chartered Patent Agents, 3485, High Holborn, London, W.C. 1. 


10,520. ''Gasfilled incandescent electric lamps." E. Y. Robinson. April 


10, 521. Incandescent electric lamps." E. Y. Robinson. April llth. 
Portable electric sanding and planing machine," H. E. Brand 
and J. A. Burgoyne. April llth. 
| " Electric switch, fuse, &c., boxes." W. J. Woodrow. April llth. 
10,961. “Transformers for high voltages." E. Haelely et Cie. April Mth. 
(Switzerland, October loth, 1920.) i 

10,575. ** Single-ħuid primary cell.“ F. Weatherill. April llth. 

10,586. Apparatus for regulating asynchronous electric machines by means 
of a commutair machine arranged behind.“ E. C. R. Marks 
Schuckertwerke). April llth. 


10.591. Telephone exchange 
(United States, May 13th, 1920.) 
10,9359. *' Lelephone systems." Ges. für Drahtlose Telegraphie. April llth. 
(Germany, April 12th, 1939.) 

10,597. Amplifiers for telephone circuits." Soc. Industrielle des ‘Télé- 
phones. April Alth. (France, November lBth, 1920.) 

10.599. Transformation of alternating electric pressures and currents to 
direct pressures and currents, &c." S. A. Stigant. April llth. 

10,614. Telephone systems." Automatic Telephone 
Ltd. April llth. (United States, April l9th, 1920.) 
10,619. Speed accumulator for bicycles." p. S. Nixon. April 12th. 


10,029. '' Protective covering for electric cefill batteries.“ G. P, Golden. 
April 12th. 


125 " Cartridge fuse for electrical circuits.“ G. W. Humphry. April 
Zt l * 


10,639. *' Earth connection devices for pipes, cables, sheaths, &c." G. W. 
Humphry. April 12th. 

10,643. Electrical signalling, &c., apparatus for use in trains, factories, 
mines, &c." L. G. A. C. D. Gaunt. April 12th. 

10,651. *' Electrically-illuminated hand mirror.” C. E. Toms. April 12th. 

10,663. “ Electric lamp holders, &c." G. F. A. Stone. April 12th. 
. 10,671. “ Electric batteries." Hewittic Electric Co., Ltd., formerly West- 
inghouse Cooper Hewitt Co., Ltd. April l2th. (France, April 15th, 1920.) 
10,680. “ Automatic compressed-air brake tor tramways, &c." E. Seguin. 
April 12th, (France, April 15th, 1920.) i 

10,681. "Pneumatic. brakes for tramways, &c." E. Seguin. April 12th. 
(France, April 19th, 1920.) 

10,687. Motor lor generating power." F. Macdonald. April 12th. 

10.6900. Method for preventing disturbing induction between adjacent leads 
carrying approximately the same high-frequency waves," H. A. Gill (Deut- 
eche 1elepnonwerke Ges.). April 12th. 

10,700. Control of alternating-current electric motors.” Metropolitan- 
Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. April l2th. (United States, July Wih, 1920.) 
10,701. “ Control of alternating current electric motors. Metropolitan- 
Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. Apru l2th. (United States, July 19th, 17209.) 
10,702. ** Electro-magnetic switches." British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 
(General Electric Co.). April 12th. 

10,705. '' Trolley pole safety appliance for electric trams, &c.” P. M. de C. 
Ireland. April 12th. 

10,730. Switch arrangement sending and receiving electrical oscillations 
EN frequency.” Dr. E. F. Huth Ges. April 12th. (Germany, April 12th, 
1920.) 


10,46. Sparking plug shield." S. Sims. April 13th. 

10,761. “ Galvanic battery." J. Hossack. April 13th. 

10,765. *'' Electric baling presses for loose materials.“ J. H. Hindle and 
T. Hindle. April 13th, 

10,770. ''liüuminated signs." Studien Ges. fur Elektrische Beleuchtung. 
April l3th. 

10,776. Chronometric electric switches, &c." L. Burn, W. W. Stainer, 
and C. J. Stewart. April 13th. 

10.7995. Receivers for telephones." A. 
April 13th. 

10,798. '' Dynamo-electric machines." M. Dewhurst. April 13th. 

10,799. Electrical apparatus." E. L. W. Byrne. April 13th. 

10.800. Plug and socket connectors.“ A. P. Lundberg, G. C. Lundberg, 
P. A. Lundberg, and G. Pegg. April 13th. 

10,802. ''Contact breakers for electrical ignition for automobile internal 
combustion engines. A. Demont. April 13th. 

10,803. Telautography.’’ H. G. Bartholomew. April 13th. 

10,909. *' Enclosed fuses." A. L. Eustice. April lih. 

10,813. Variable speed power transmitting devices." E. C. 
(Marathon Electric Manufacturing Co.). April 13th. 

10.822. Retarding devices for relays.” W. H. 
Svenska Elektriska Aktiebolaget. April 13th. 

10.823. Inverse time limit relays." W. H. Petersen and Allmanna Svenska 
Elektriska Aktiebolaget. April l3th. 

10,849. “ Telephone systems." H. H. Gelman.” April 3th. 

10,883. ''Control devices for electric generators." R. Bosch Akt.-Ges. 
April láth. (Germany, May 3rd, 1920.) 

10,892. Contról of electric lifting magnets." H. E. Bowen, W. Brooke, 
E. Holme & Co., Ltd., Steel, Pecch & ‘Tozer, Ltd. April 14th. 

10,903. Combined switch and petrol tap for motor cars, &c." W. S. 
Brigham. April l4th. 

10,923. '' Apparatus for transmitting, receiving, or reproducing sound.” 
A. F. R. Cotton and E. W. C. Russell. April 14th. 

10.9335. Three electrode bulbs or valves." Soc. Anon. pour l'Exploitation 
des procedes M. Leblanc-Vickers, formerly Soc. Anon. pour l'Exploitation 
des procedes Westinghouse-Leblanc. April láth. (France, April loth, 1920.) 

10,939. Electric starters for internal combustion engines“ Scintilla. 
(Switzerland, April 14th, 1920.) 

10.958. Electric lighting for motor cycles, &c." S. L. Price. April 14th. 

10,959. Dynamo-electric machines." S. L. Price. April 14th. 

10.977. Generators of electric current." P. Belvavin. April 15th, 

10.987. Non-glare head-light for motor cars, &c." A. A. Green. April 
loth. 

10,990. ''Rheostats." S. T. Quilliam (Electric Railway Improvement Co.). 
April loth. 

11.007. Transmission systems with electric diaphragms for sound boxes 
for talking machines." H. Hurm. April lóth. (Belgium, April 19th, 1920.) 

11.026. Means for suspension of electric contact wires." L. N. Reddie 
(Consorzio per Elettrotrazione). April 15th. 

11,035. *' Machines for slotting insulation between commutator bars of 
electric machines," J. Phillips. April loth. 

11,038. “ Timing devices for ignition apparatus of internal combustion 
engines.“ R. S. Bowen. April 15th.“ (United States, April 17th, 1920.) 

11.049. Electro-metallurgy." British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (General 
Electric Co.). April loth. 


(^lcinens- 


systems," A. H. Adams. April llth. 


Manufacturing Co., 


Humphrey and E. Kempner. 


R. Marks 


Petersen and Allmanna 


* 11061. “ Signalling systems, particularly wireless modulation systems." J. 
Scott-Taggart (Radio Communication Co., Ltd.). April lth. 

11,065. ''Gas producers, electric furnaces, crucible furnaces, &c." H. D. 
Clapp & Ferolite, Ltd. April 15th. 

11,009. * High-frequency electrical apparatus." J. B. Bower. April l5th. 

11,070. “ Electric switch." A. H. Hunt. April 15th. 

5 “ Sparking plugs.“ H. Molla. April 16th. (France, May Ith, 
1920. 

11.559. Combined spark intensifier and spatking plug tester for in. 
d combustion engines." E. Arden Pye, H. Singer, and E. Taylor. April 
16th. 

11,091. '' Trolley head for electric tramcars, &c." C. Noble. April 16th. 

11,120. “ Means for reducing capacitative ground current in high-tension 
transmission systems," Allmanna Svenska Elektriska Aktiebolaget. April 
loth. (Sweden, April 16th, 1920.) 

11.121. Arrangement for neutral point resistances for high-tension trans 
mission systems." Allmanna Svenska Elektriska Aktiebolaget. April lóth. 
(Sweden, April 16th, 1920.) : 

11.125. Electric switches." W. P. Gilbart and R. A. Griffiths. April 16th. 

11,127. *' Electric lighting and ignition systems for motor vehicles." E. A. 
Watson & C. L. I. Manufacturing Co., Ltd. April 16th. 

11,128. '' Safety fuses," A. L. Eustice. April 13th. 

11.131. “ Quick make and break electrical switches.” 


F. Shergold and 
Edison Swan Electric Co., Ltd. April 16th. 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. ' 


The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


1914. 
17.733. Electric metallic filament incandescent lamp." Kende. July 27th, 
1914. 
2918. 
12.266. Electric heaters.” J. R. Quain. 
application 13,733;18.) (160, 844.) 
1919. 


749. ‘* Unidirectional radio receiving systems." British Thomson-Houston 
Co., Ltd. (General Electric Co.). March 18th, 1919. (160,846.) 

22,428. ‘ Electrical and other wire or cord or flex adjusters.” E. Westrup 
and O. F. Westrup. September l2th, 1919. (160,860.) 

23.051. Combined double pole electric switch and plug." W. E. Watson. 
September 19th, 1919. (1060,863.) 

23.955. Electric insulators.” V. Tedeschi. September 30th, 1919. ihah, 
December Sth, 1918.) (136, 142.) 

23,956. Electric insulators.” V. Tedeschi. September 30th, 1919. (kais, 
February 18th, 1919.) (Addition to 136,142.) (139, 148.) 

23.977. Electric switches." A. Anzani. September 30th, 1919. (Frane, 
October 2nd, 1918.) (133, 309.) 

290.6 0. Electric relays." Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd., W. H. Grinsted, and 
E: A. Petithory. November 28th, 1919. (160, 888.) 

29,783. ‘Insulating and anchoring device for electric lamp holders and 
other electric fittings." B. Deakin. November 29th, 1919. (160,830) 

29,980. “ Induction motors." Colner Elektromotorenfabrik Johannes Brun- 
cken. February 7th, 1918. (196,156.) 

30,120 “Induction motors." Colner Elektromotorenfabrik Johannes Brun- 
cken. July l?th, 1919. (Addition to 136,156.) (100, 894.) l 

32,454. “ Telegraph printing systems.” Automatic Telephone Manufacturing 
Co., Ltd., H. H. Harrison, and S. R. Smith. December 29th, 1919. (Job. 510.) 

22.703. Magnetoælectric machines.“ R. B. North and A. M. Allen. 
December 30th, 1919. (160, 931.) 

32.707. Audible and visible electric signalling systems for calling attend - 
ants." M. V. Ely and Foster Engineering Co., Lid. December 30th, 1213. 
(160.932.) 

32,719. Burglar and like alarm apparatus." J. O. Attaque. December 
30th, 1919. (160. 934.) 

32,830. ‘ Radio receiving systems." British Thomson-Houston Co., Lid. 
(General Electric Co.). December 3lst, 1919. (160, 941.) 


July 27th, 1918. (Coppate 


1920, 

549. Ele es for use in electric welding or fusion deposition of metals." 
„ and A. P. e January 7th, 1920. (160. %.) 

879. “ Electric heating device," Electric Heating & Hardware, Ltd., and 
F. J. Wineberg. January 10th, 1920. (100,971.) 

1.101. Wireless direction finding systems.“ 
1939. (160, 975.) 

1.134. Commutators for dynamo-electric machines." A. E. White (Toledo 
Standard Commutator Co.). January 13th, 1920. (160,978.) 

1,249. portable radio telegraphic and telephonic apparatus.“ R. M. 
Radio, Ltd., and H. St. J. De A. Donisthorpe. January 14th, 1920. (lu 981.) 

2.688. Electric resistances.” British Thomson-Houston Co., Lid. (General 
Electric Co.). January 28th, 1920. (161,011.) 

3.60. “Incandescent electric lamps." H. J. Osborn. February 6th, 19%. 
(161,026.) 

12.222. Spark plugs." J. Iacono and S. E. Pace. November 27th. 1918. 
(122, 811.) a 

15,791. “ Spark plugs." W. Housman, November 26th, 1917. (144713) 

16,911. Electric. starting device for internal combustion engines. K. 
Bosch Akt.-Ges. May 26th, 1919. (145,927.) 

18.170. Dynamo-electric machines.“  Locknitzer. Eisenwerk Ges. Decen- 
ber 2nd, 1919. (154.878.) 7 

18,889. '' Telemotor." R. Macgregor. July Gth, 1920. (Patent of addition 
not granted.) (161,102.) M 

19,350. ''Conveyance and distribution of high-frequency electric currents. 
Ges. für Drahtlose Telegraphie. May 28th, 1919. (147,447.) 

19,504. '' Manufacture of composite conductors for dynamo-electric US 
and other electric apparatus." Siemens-Schuckertwerke Ges. December 14t, 
1917. (147,571.) l , 

19.533. “ Electrically controlled valve gear of a hydraulic gun- lav int 
mechanism." F. Krupp Akt.-Ges. November 10th, 1917. (147. 596.) TM 

3.696. ''Cooling arrangements for dynamo-lectric machinery.“ Meme 
5 Ges. October 8th, 1919. (Addition to 138,342.) (152.20. , 

23,961. '' Thermionic valves and the like." H. L. Crowther and 8 
Makower. February 2nd, 1920. (Divided application on 30.355,19.) (161.1 d 

27.004. Process for regulating the voltage in metal vapour 5 05 
stallations.“ Akt.-Ges. Brown, Boveri et Cie. September 2nd, 1219. 
(151. 612.) 

32,887. '' Magnetos for internal combustion engines.“ Fabriques des Montres 
Zenith. December 29th, 1919. (156,086.) a 

33,063. '' Wireless transmission of speech.“ E. C. Hanson. June leh 
1917. (154,537) 
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‘THE ELECTRICAL MANUFACTURING 
INDUSTRY. 


AT annual meetings held during the last fortnight by 
two of the largest British electrical manufacturing com- 
panies, statements have been made which amply justify 
the optimistic views which have appeared in these pages 
recently respecting the electro-industrial situation. 

It is important that we should remember the very 
special place occupied by the electrical industry in 
relation to all or most other trades, and the service which 
it is peculiarly designed to render them in their own 
progress toward more economical and efficient produc- 
tion. It is very easy to allow the heavy clouds which over- 
hang most nations to-day to depress us unduly and lead 
us to hold our hand from even some of the most ordinary 
measures of enterprise if we forget that the essential 
service that it exists to provide places it in & unique 
position. If we can contrive means for passing through 
the present critical period with comparatively little 
damage to our manufacturing business we shall reach 
such a state of activity a as the industry has never before 
known. 

What Sir Charles Ellis said at the meeting of 
the English Electric Co., Ltd., with regard to railway 
electrification is equally applicable to much other 
work that will sooner or later fall for execution. 
The delay in proceeding with the electrification of 
railways in the United Kingdom— work which means 
so much to the future of the industry—is not 
due to any doubt as to the technical advantages 
that accrue from the adoption of electric traction; it 
is mainly due to difficulties of finance. The depression 
that affected other important national industries last 
autumn, began noticeably to affect the electrical trade 
a little later, but the company in question has a con- 
siderable volume of unexecuted orders, and, said Sir 
Charles, ‘‘ it is not unreasonable to hope that in all 
except the smaller classes of our manufactures the fly- 
wheel action of this volume of orders will be sufficient 
to carry us over until trade revives.’’ The speaker 
stated that one of the causes of the present trade de- 
pression was the loss of orders to foreign competitors 
consequent in part upon the wage rates now prevalent 
in British engineering and ''even more"' in the in- 
dustries from which it draws its materials. He showed, 
as did Mr. Bryce at the meeting of the Metropolitan- 


Vickers Co., that if we are to extend or even fully to 


regain our pre-war business abroad, considerable reduc- 
tions will be necessary in the prices of our products, 
“ and therefore in the cost of the whole range of pro- 
cesses through which they are built up from the mate- 
rials of coal and iron.“ Sir Charles has no doubt 
whatever that we shall be able to negotiate the present 
crisis safely if both employers and workers can be sure 
that the necessary sacrifices are distributed as fairly 
and equitably as is humanly possible over all those 
concerned. 

That there will be a revival of trade sooner or later, 
notwithstanding the very exceptional causes of the pre- 
vailing depression, there is no room for doubt, and 
when it does come the electrical industry vill assuredly 
contribute in a remarkable way to securing appropriate 
reward for all classes and all craftsmen. , '' The elec- 
trical industry has an assured future, because it is 
bound up with those improvements and economies in 
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productive organisation which we all regard as a neces- 
sary element in the future prosperity of the world.“ 

For the record of what the English Electric Co. has 
been doing during the past year by way of consolidating 
its organisation, and developing at its several factories 
the manufacturing operations for which they are each 
most suited—in other words, ''the best possible utilisa- 
tion of our five works —we must refer readers to 
our ‘‘ City Notes’’ pages to-day. Efficiency of equip- 
ment and organisation, ‘‘ continuous team work by the 
staffs, discussion of labour problems through works 
committees, and economy in selling expenses at home 
and abroad—these are the outstanding features of the 
work that occupied the year that has gone. 

The record of the Metropolitan-Vickers Co. printed 
in our last issue indicated that the orders received in 
1920 were about 80 per cent. greater in value than those 
of the preceding year, and the orders completed were 
50 per cent. greater. The actual tonnage of orders 
completed, which is perhaps more suggestive than value 
nowadays, represented an increase of about 30 per cent., 
and as Mr. Bryce pointed out, this was a remarkable 
improvement, seeing that electrical machinery is always 
becoming lighter in weight, owing to the increase of 
efficiency in the use of the materials of construction, and 
he justifiably mentioned it as reflecting very great credit 
on the efficiency of the organisation. 

It is obvious that while neither of the two great 
electrical manufacturing concerns to which we refer 
can see any grounds for exultation as long as the home 
industrial and financial situation is so depressing, and 
the state of international questions causes general un- 
settlement, they are both, like probably many other elec- 
trical firms, living in anticipation of great times that 
may not be far off. 

Mr. A. F. Berry, of the British Electric Transformer 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd., rightly said the other day 
that the next few years would test the capacity of even 
the best captains of industry, and he remarked that it 
would be most difficult to restart businesses that had 
stopped, or speed up those which had slowed down. 
There is undoubtedly a distinct danger in slowing down, 
and it should not be done without the fullest delibera- 
tion. 

We are inclined to give a word of warning lest, due 
to the adverse conditions of the moment, there be a 
tendency to permit the instruments of electrical com- 
merce to rust, to dispense with men essential to the best 
enterprise when the awakening comes, to defer the pre- 
paration of measures for securing efficient salesmanship. 
These are matters in connection with which the wheels 
cannot be set running efficiently again in a hurry if we 
have indulged in a little slacking off. We cannot afford 
to slow down in our efforts to keep in touch with buyers 
either at home or abroad. The prices of our product 
must come down sooner or later, and we shall be the 


better able to take advantage of reductions if our sales- . 


manship, publicity, and general business-getting organi- 
sation be continuously maintained in a state of high 
efficiency. 


A POINT of considerable importance 


Sale of Goods to those who buy goods having a trade 
Under a Trade mark was decided in the Court of Ap- 
Mark. peal some time ago. The question was :— 


What is the effect of a sale of goods 
which bear a label which is an infringement of the 
trade mark of some third person? The defendants sold 
to the plaintiffs certain cases of condensed milk. Some 
of the tins were labelled with the Nissly’’ brand. 
After the transaction was completed, the plaintiffs found 
that the label was an infringement of the trade mark 
of Nestlé Co. In these circumstances they were com- 
pelled to sell the tins at a loss, having first removed the 
offending labels. They sought to recover damages from 
the defendants. By Sec. 12 of the Sale of Goods Act, 
1893, In a contract of sale, unless the circumstances 
of the contract are such as to show a different intention, 


there is: (1) An implied condition on the part of the 
seller that in the case of a sale he has a right to sell 
the goods, and that in the case of an agreement to sell 
he will have a right to sell the goods at the time when 
the property is to pass. (2) An implied warranty that 
the buyer shall have and enjoy quiet possession of the 
goods.. Mr. Justice Bailhache held that when 
without the knowledge of the buyer or of the seller goods 
are labelled in such a way that they cannot in their 
then condition be resold without infringing the trade 
mark of & third party, the above provisions do not 
entitle the buyer to reject the goods. In coming to this 
conclusion the learned judge followed the decision of 
Lord Russell of Killowen in Monforts v. Marsden, 12 
R.P.C. 266. The Court of Appeal has now reversed 
this decision, holding that there was an implied con- 
dition on the part of the seller that the defendant would 
have the right to sell the goods, and that this condition 
had been broken. It is useful to note that this decision 
is not based upon Sec. 17 of the Merchandise Marks 
Act, 1887, under which on the sale or in the contract 
for the sale of any goods to which a trade mark or 
marks or trade description has been applied the vendor 
is deemed to warrant that the mark is genuine and not 
forged or falsely applied. 

It was decided in an earlier case (by Mr. Justice 
Rowlatt), Scaliaris v. Ofverberg, 37 T.L.R. 307, that 
when goods are sold as being of a particular brand, the 
undertaking is that they will bear the label of the 
manufacturer which is put on the goods of that brand 
in the ordinary course of business, and there is no 
obligation on the purchaser to accept goods which do 
not bear the label, even though the goods of that brand 
lave been made by that particular manufacturer. 


THE recent decision of the Ministry 
The Electrifica- of Transport to standardise the use of 
tion of Railways. the high-pressure direct-current system 
for the electrification of our railways 
suggests the inference that the battle between a.c. and 
d.c. has terminated definitely in favour of the latter. 
This conclusion, however, is by no means so well estab- 
lished as might be thought. In an article published in 
the Electrical World, Herr E. C. Zehme, of Berlin, 
points out that the electrification of railways in Ger- 
many, Sweden, Norway, Holland, and Italy is t€ some- 
what in suspense," on account of the lack of a definite 
decision as to the type of current to employ. Switzer- 
land and Austria have officially adopted the single-phase 
system at 15,000 volts, with a frequency of 1D or 163 
cycles per second, but in each country one-third of the 
existing mileage that is electrically operated is working 
on the d.c. system; in both cases the electrification of 
the railways is of extreme urgency, owing to the lack of 
native coal, and huge schemes with that end in view 
have been approved. 

Sweden also has favoured the single-phase system, but 
has experienced considerable trouble due to inductive 
disturbances in telegraph and telephone lines, which 
constitute a grave objection to the use of alternating 
current. Holland has not yet decided upon the choice 
of system. In Italy all three systems—d.c., three-phase 
and single-phase—are widely used, in the order named, 
and a special ministry has been formed to consider s 
great extension of electrification, with a leaning towards 
three-phase, which has attained its greatest development 
in that country. 

Germany has used: single-phase on recent electrifica- 
tions, but here again serious inductive troubles have 
been met with, as well as operating difficulties, and 
doubts have been expressed as to the wisdom of adopting 
alternating current. In the United States, direct cur 
rent has been in the ascendant for some years. 

It is clear, therefore, that the question is still by no 
means settled ; the three-phase system, curiously enough. 
is not making much progress, and the fight is practically 
confined to the two great rivals, direct current 8n 
single-phase current, which so long disputed the 
supremacy for lighting purposes in this country. 
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SUBMARINE CABLE TELEGRAPHY. 
Oscillatory Circuit Signal Conditions: Some Graphs, Tables, and Scales. 


By 


1. THE foregoing sub-title certainly is somewhat lengthy, 
and readers may opine that, at least, the collective term 
* gome" might have been omitted. That this word is 
requisite is due to the fact that the following matter— 
once certain preliminary points shall have been dealt with 
— will relate to one sub-section, only, of the complex 
system of submarine cable station electrical adjustmente 


. 
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BDWARD RAYMOND-BARKER. 


widely-flung band of devoted and experienced men (what is 
mere geographical distance when mutual concern in an 
interesting subject unites all in one?) who, at the present 
moment, dotted here and there over the world of land and 
ocean, under mzdern technical conditions of high tension 
not unattended by personal anxiety, keep the working of 
the world's great cables up to concert pitch, the present 
writer, notwithstanding his varied experience ashore and 
afloat, feels a mere neophyte. 

4. However, some little time ago, having had his atten- 
tion drawn to the afore-mentioned sub-section of what really 
is a big subject, he thereupon devised, aud eventually found 
useful certain graphic methods and curves which indicate 
the mutual relativity of K and L at various speeds. These 
graphs have since proved of great use. It is a record of this 
little investigation, together with resulting fables, curve 
sheets, and calibrated scales, as best may suit the reader's 
preference, that the writer has much pleasure in submitting, 
through the columns of the ELEcTRICAL REVIEW, to all 
friends interested. 

5. It will be, of course, clearly understood that the only 
novelty claimed by the writer—in which particular direction 
he is not aware that he has been anticipated—lies not in 
any new process of calculation, but in the presentation in 
tabulated, and more especially, i» graph form, or by means 
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and corrective devices of late years grown up owing to 
modern requirements with regard to high-speed cable-signal 
transmission and reception, auto- retransmission, and 
whenever desirable ultimate Creed record in Roman ty 

2. The said sub-section will be found to refer to the 
relationship or relativity desirable between capacity K 
(microfarads) of the receiving condenser, and inductance L 
(henries) of the receiving inductance shunt between cable 
and receiving apparatus (to be illustrated later), whenever 
permanent maintenance of any particular speed of effectively 
shaped-up signal impulses, or— expressed in another way— 
.any particular frequency in complete cycles or waves trans- 
mitted and received per second, is desired. The circum- 
stance, therefore, that this sub-section forms only a small 
portion of cable reception oscillatory circuit matter con- 
sidered generally, clearly justifies the foregoing qualifying 
expression some graphs." 

8. In the presence, so to speak, of the scattered and 


of calibrated scales, of calculated values resulting from 
theories and methods already known to and used by cable 
staffs. These graphs, and any tables corresponding to the 
same, will remain—at least, so the writer ventures to hope 
—a permanency for quick and easy reference at any time, 
or a8 models for others at any particular speeds required, 
to the great simplification of the work of quickly estimating 
not a few electrical adjustments. 

6. Already, reference bas been made to the necessity, first 
of all, for dealing cursorily with certain preliminary matter. 
This covers mainly :— 

7. (A.) The requisiteness, on any coherent submarine- 
cable electrical-signal transmitting and reception planta, of 
synchronic coincidence, between the several frequencies in 
terms of complete cycles (~) per second, of three separate, 
though co-operating, pulsatory systems, namely (a): Fre- 
quency of signal beate in terms of complete waves or cycles 
per second ; (5) frequency pertaining to the natural period 
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of free electrical oscillations in the receiving oscillatory 
system, namely, that consisting of receiving condenser in 
series with actual receiver, these two instruments being 
sbunted by a self-inductive resistance coil, inductance or 
magnetic shunt; (c) frequency pertaining to the natural 
parior of vibration of the actual receiver, whether this be a 

irect-working recorder or other apparatus on local circuit. 
As a matter of fact, the last-mentioned of these frequencies, 
especially that of a local circuit instrament, may be, with 
advantage, somewhat of a higher order than in the case of 
the prior two, viz. (a) and (b). | 

8. (B.) Oonversion of perforated-slip ceníre holes per 
minute (c.b.p.m.) into machine-transmitted letters per minute 
—bereafter to be referred to as lp.m.—and thence into 
equivalent complete cycles or waves per second. 2s 

9. Let us, first (f all, deal- with (B). In former times, 
leading authorities, e.g., the Eastern Telegraph  Co.'s 
Electrical Department, took the average recorder code letter 
corrected for spacing as amounting to 3:7 contact elements 
per letter. In “N tes" in The Electrician of April 28rd, 
1897, the following concise information is given: 

10.. . . “At stations where the automatic trans- 
mitter is used, the letter speed per minute can readily be 
arrived at by counting the number of centre-holes in the 
perforated slip which pass through the transmitter in one 
minute, and dividing that number by the constant 8:7 repre- 
senting the number of spaces occupied by an average 
letter. This constant 87 has been arrived at by a 
careful examination of the traffic carried by the Eastern and 
other systems, and by calculating the actual number of 
electrical contacts which are made in the formation of an 
average letter, which is found to be within 8 per cent. 
of 2:6. To this figure must be added 1:0 for the space 
between each letter, and 0:1 for the proportion to be added 
to each letter on account of the extra space allowed 
between words—a word for this purpose being taken as 10 
letters." ! 

11. Of recent years the constant 93:7 contacts per letter 
has given place to the constant of 4 contacts per letter. 
For instance, Colonel George O. Squier, Ph.D. (now Major- 
General, Signal Corps, U.S. Army), in the memorable paper 
* On an Unbroken Alternating Current for Cable Tele- 
graphy," read by him on June 25th, 1915, before the 
Physical Society of London,” has given a graph, fig. 1 
(General Squier’s fig. 3), exhibiting the linear relation 
between n, the frequency of a transmitting single-phase 
alternator, and the letters per minute transmitted, based 
on the assumption that the average cable letter with ita 
space is equivalent to 4 contact signals. | 

12. In a very useful paper entitled “The Practical 
Problem of Telegraph Transmission from a New Angle of 
View," contributed to the Royal Engineers’ Journal 
(October, 1915) by Major W. A. J. O'Meara, O. M. G., 
endorsing and supporting Colonel Squier’s sine-wave 
alternating-current system of submarine-telegraph trans- 
mission and reception, Major O’Meara, on page 188, refers 
to 386 signals per minute as = 19 words per minute. This 
means that 386/19 = 20 signais per word, and 20/5 letters 
per word = 4 signals per letter. | 

18. The British Post Office Imperial Cable Service, 
the Eastern Telegraph Oo., T the Compagnie Francaise des 
Cables Télégraphiques, and, doubtless, other admini- 
strations, have adopted the standard of 4 contacta per letter, 
including space. mE ' 

14. Thus, an average cable-code letter with its space 
4 signal contact unita. P 
4 centre-holes of perforated slip. 

4 half cycles (~). 
2 ^omplete cycles (~). 

15. Again, referring back to 8 :— 

I. p.m./60 = letters per second. _ 
16. L.psec. x 4 = signal contact unita per sec. 
= cycles (~) per sec. 


* The ELECTRICAL REVIEW, July 30th and August 6th, 1915. 
„ t If the centre holes per cable code letter be taken as = 8 7, as 
formerly was done, the corr sponding constant for Morse code 
will = 4'7. Considering, therefore, the present-day extension of 
‘ocean-cable Morse code, the now generally-adopted oonstant of 
' contact signals to the cable letter, would, after all, appear to 
be an exoellent and practical compromise covering all likely 
requirements.— E.R.- B. | 


17. J cycles per sec./2 = complete cycles () per sec. 

18. So, in conversion of |.p.m. to complete cycles (~) 
per sec,—1].p.m. — 60 x 4 + 2 = ~ per sec. 

19. But this is equivalent to —l.p.m. — 80 x 2 ＋ 2 
~ per sec. 

20. Which is tantamount to—].p.m. — 30 = per sec, 

J. pm. + 15 = — per sec, 

21. Table I will be found usefully comprehensive, 

Column A gives transmission speeds in c. h. ppm. = ~ pm. 

„ B equivalent l. pf᷑r. * 

„ O equivalent ~ per zec. ER 
„ D recip. of C = duration of —. 
„ E true frequency of oscillations zs ~ per sec. 
„ F recip. of E == periodic time of each ~. - 

22. Ohart shown in fig. 2 embodies, in graph form, 
methods utilised for compilation of Table I. 

Line A, using ordinate scale c.h.p.m., and abscissa 
scale A, converts c. b. p. m. into l.p.m,, and vice versa, on the 
basis of four centre holes to one cable-code letter. 

Line 4, similarly, but on basis of Eastern Telegraph Co.'s 
former constant of 8:7 centre holes to one cable-code letter. 

Line B, using ordinate scale c.h.p.m., and abscissa scale 
B, converts c,h.p.m. to frequency ~ persec., and vice versa, 
on basis of four centre holes to one letter. 

Line B, similarly converts c.h.p.m. into —~ per sec., and 
vice versa. 

Reciprocal curve O., using ordinate scale o, and abscissa 
scale B, converte periodic time in fraction of a sec. per ~ to 
frequency ~ per sec., and vice versa, or, if required, c. 
per ^ to — per sec., and vice versa. 

Example :—(Using, on the chart, a pair of compases) 
1,700 c.b.p.m. = 425 lp.m. = 14:2 ~ per sec. = 0071 
geo, per ~. ! | 
(To be continued.) 


SS .. 
DETERMINATION OF EQUIVALENT 


RESISTANCE AND COPPER LOSSES IN A 
THREE-PHASE STATOR. | 


By A. NASH. 


ALTHOUGH the method of determining the equivalent resist- 
ance and copper losses in a three-phase alternating-current 
stator connected either star or in mesh is fairly well known, 
the derivation is, even amongst fairly qualified electrical 
engineers, somewhat hazy, and the accompanying explanation 


A 8 C . 4 B. C 


STAR 
Fre. 1. 


Fd. 8. 


may be appreciated by electrical students, both on the 
test bed and in technical schools. In the following It 18 
assumed that each phase winding has the same resistance. 
Let r represent the resistance of one phase winding. 
current flowing through one phase winding: 
line current per phase. 


” Ce » 


99 Ca tT) 


For star connection C, = C, 
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To obtain the. value of r in ohms, apply a constant vol- 
tage with an ammeter in circuit to any two terminals AB, 
BO, or CA. - This should be done whilst the machine is hot. 

For a star connection r = 4 v,Jo,,,. 

This can easily be seen from fig. (3), as there are two 
phase windings in series. = we | 

Now, copper loss per phase = 0,?r. - 

In the three phas:s total copper loss = 3 Cr ... (1) 

Now, substitute r = (4 V,./c,,) in (1), and we get copper 
loses for a star connection dE 

= 8/2 £0 T Vues 
but c, = c, for star connection. 

e^. Copper loss == 8/2 . 0, v/o | 
. Mesh Connection.— Proceed in exactly the same manner, 
t.6., apply a constant voltage to any two terminals. Fig. 4 
shows plainly that the current divides up through two paths, 
one having resistance r and the other 2r; consequently, 
two-thirds of the current will pass through the former, and 
from Ohm's law, voltage/current = resistance, the resistance 
r in ohms will be— | | 


| Vocl$ Coc = RANT Oc wee (2) 
> Now copper loss per phase = . x r 
and total copper loss mS C x r. (3) 
Subetivuting value of r given in (2) in expression (8) 
we get — 
Copper loss = 8 0,? x 8 Vpe/? % e. (4) 


but for mesh connection c, = C/ V 
and substituting in (4), we get-— ` 


Total copper lom = 8 (0: / VD) x J. voce 
= 8 C1 / * 3 8 vpe / pe 
boa. 3 — 2 3 0 E : 

which is exactly similar to the star connection. - 

Summarising, all that is necessary to obtain the equiva- 
lent resistance for either a star or mesh connection is to 
apply a constant voltage with an ammeter in circuit to any 
two terminals of the machine, divide the voltage by the 
current, and multiply the result by 14. The t tal stator 
copper losses are then obtained by tne product of this. 


è 


quantity and the square. of the alternating current in the 


line for any particular load. 
— — 
THE WORK OF THE BLECTRICITY 
COMMISSIONERS. 
(ComMMUNICATED.) | 

"THE electrical field is only one of those jn which the 
optimism prevalent two years ago has proved to be mis- 
placed. But perhaps in no other field did a rapid 
recovery then seem more feasible than in that of electri- 
city supply. This arose largely from the fact that this 
subject had been investigated during the war by three 
separate committees connected with the industry, set up 
with different objects, and all of which had reported in 
much the same. sense as regarded the supply part of the 
question. The establishment of the Electricity Commis- 
sioners would, it was hoped, clear the field, and by 
placing them under Sir Eric Geddes, at his own request, 
it was expected to obtain the necessary '' push."' 

That the results to date are so disappointingly meagre 
and the actual achievements of the Commissioners so 
small, arises from several causes. These are not all 
the fault of the Commissioners, who were more or less 
bound by the Act to make some attempt to carry out 
a somewhat impracticable policy, before settling down 
to real constructive work. If perhaps they have taken 
rather longer than the electricity supply industry itself, 
to realise the real needs of the situation, it is not en- 
tirely their fault. The previous experience of the 
majority of the Commissioners naturally led them to 
attach more importance to forms of administration, 
composition of authorities, &c., and less importance 
than the business world does to the real question—the 
importance of getting some works started and the finan- 
cial difficulties of so doing. Whatever the reason, the 


fact remains that to-day, two and a half years since the 
Armistice and longer still since the Board of Trade 
Report, net one important step has been actually taken 
towards building a ‘‘ super station.” | 

When the Commissioners were appointed some criti- 
cism arose in company circles that their sympathies 
would be ‘too *' municipal." The chairman, it was 
pointed out, had had comparatively little experience 
of private enterprise, Sir H. Haward had been a life- 
long municipal servant, and Mr. Booth always a 
Government official. | 

In practice, however, it cannot be fairly said that 
the Commissioners, in such decisions as they have made, 
have shown any pronounced bias. Their postponement 
of the County of London project until the L.C.C. and 
other parties interested had had a final chance to agree 
upon a scheme was at least well intended. If it be 
said that at Nottingham they seemed a little inclined 
to one side, yet at Chester they have approved the other. 

Where a municipal or joint authority is really certain 
to proceed at once, so much the better. But if private 
enterprise offers the best chance of an early start, let 
us by all means use it, only provided we get the big 
station erected. 2E. | 

The attitude of the public towards the company and 
municipality question began to change ten years ago, 
and has changed very rapidly since 1915. In former 
days the question was who was to be allowed the profit- 
able right to sell electricity in any given area. Now 
it is a question of who, if anybody, can and will find 
the money to put up big stations to enable the existing 
supply undertakings to reduce their expenses. Ten 
years ago, most municipal authorities, broadly speak- 
ing, favoured extending municipal responsibilities. 
To day, while there are plenty of optimists on municipal 
Electricity Committees, they do not get the same sup- 
port from their Finance Committees and Councils as 
formerly, as regards expansion; and there is no super- 
abundance of private capital for this purpose. | 

The first duty of the Commissioners—and the second— 
is to get some of these big stations started. This is 
what they were largely appointed to do, and expected 
by the publie to.do. The form of control and questions 
of administrative machinery, while by no means negli- 
gible, are of tertiary importance, and the decision will 
usually be facilitated, if not inevitable, if only the main 
D urpose—real progress—be kept to the front. 
- It has been said that the Commissioners are inclined 
to attach rather more importance to the question of 
forms of control than does the general public, and have 
not fully grasped the change in public opinion, which 
is now most concerned with getting cheaper electricity. 
Even if the Commissioners had been able to get half a 
dozen joint authorities established, we doubt whether 
it would have had as much real effect on the industry 
as the erection of one super-station. As it is, the 
difficulties in the way of joint authorities—difficulties 
of sharing financial responsibilities, &c., apart alto- 


gether from difficulties of agreeing to form an authority 


—make it impracticable to delay helping the industry 
till they are in being. The industry looks to the chair- 
man, as a practical engineer, to keep this fact before 
his colleagues. 

This natural desire of the Commissioners, to establish 
joint authorities, if it can possibly be done, has guided 
their policy as regards the London situation. 

They have given the London authorities every chance 
and encouragement to produce an agreed scheme. If 
no such scheme is forthcoming, and the experience of 
the past 15 years indicates the unlikelihood, the London 
authorities can certainly not complain that the Com- 
missioners have not given them an opportunity. 


It is in the interests of London as a whole, and in 


our opinion, of the supply authorities themselves, that 


an agreed scheme should be arrived at. But it must 
be a really workable scheme with a definite assurance 
that it will proceed, and not a half-hearted affair, in- 
tended, or at any rate subsequently used, merely to 
block a really big advance. The Commissioners . may 
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be trusted to prevent this, and not to authorise a mere 
„ paper "" scheme, or even an agreed technical scheme, 
unless they are at the same time really convinced that 
the necessary administrative machinery is also ready 
and the necessary finance and honest determination to 
proceed is also present. If the next inquiry does not 
result in at least one super-station being really begun 
by one group or the other, public opinion will, indeed, 
begin to question the powers of the Commission. In- 
cidentally, we believe that the starting of one up-to-date 
super-station in London, whether municipal or company, 
will do much more to bring about future agreement than 
the establishment to-day of an unwieldy. Joint Authority 
without real unity of purpose. 


ENGINEERING IN RUSSIA. 


AT the informal meeting of the [INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEERS on April 25th, Mr. J. F. Avila was in the chair, 
during the discussion, opened by Mr. C. L. LIPMAN, on n- 
gineering in Russia. ‘she meeting was not as well attended 
as usual, and was the last ot the session. ‘The meetings will 
be resumed at the end of October. ‘Lhe chairman appealed 
for early notification of the subjects of papers ollered tor next 
session. 

Mr. Lipman commenced by stating that for the time being 
the Soviet Government was the only possible Government 
capable of maintaining public order. The roots of Bolshevism 
had gone so deep that to extirpate the system hurriedly would 
only increase tbe industrial chaos. Now the Soviets had been 
able to turn from preparations for war, internal and external, 
to ambitious schemes for the mobilisation of town and village 
in the peaceful re-establishment of industry, and the engineer- 
ing industry in particular. 

A body called the Eighth All-Russian Congress of Soviets 
had planned this reconstruction. 'lhis Congress decided to 
start with the electrification of the most important industrial 
regions and, first, the coal mining and metallurgical industry 
of the Siberian, Ural, Moscow, and Donetz regions. It was 
anticipated that during 1921 the Donetz Basin alone would 
yield eight million tons of coal and 360,000 tons of pig iron. 

The general destitution and the dearth of engineering 
materials had not permitted progress much beyond the exca- 
vating and lay-out stage, but considerable pioneer work had 
resulted. A hydro-electric scheme, the hashir generating 
Btation, to supply Moscow and a number of adjacent counties 
was being rushed forward day and night, for it was decreed 
that all factories in Moscow should use electric power. 

A temporary district station on the Shatour Marshes was 
helping the Sogorodsky transmission station to illuminate 


Moscow. The electric station at Sudukovsk works had been 


restored, and the works at Tula were receiving the required 
power. Seven industrial districts of the Moscow Basin were 
shortly to receive electricity from the Shatour and other 
stations with the object of obtaining 1,000,000 tons of coal 
per annum. 


In the Petrograd district electrification was being carried 


out at & quickened pace; the Ontkin works were being 
reconstructed, and & new station had been commenced on 
the Viazen Marshes. On the river Svir (the Svir Volkhov 
station) a huge hydro-electric plant was in hand for the supply 
of the northern districts of the capital. Simultaneously dredg- 
ing of the Svir was going on under the Mariinsky waterway 
project of connecting the Volga with the Baltic. 

In the Donetz Basin the electricity works, reduced to a 
deplorable state in the fighting with Denikin, were already 
recovering, and at the end of February last 30 stations with 
a total capacity of 190,000 kW were working in three ot the 
chief districts, while 3,000 motors of 122,240 h.p. had been 
repaired and put to use. 

In the Kizelovsk coal district in the Ural great efforts were 


being made to finish the electricity works by 18 months hence. ' 


Nor was it only industrially that the electrification, was going 
on. Thousands of cottages were receiving light, and in the 
Kieff district the workers’ quarters were lighted free of charge. 

Mr. AVILA, in opening the discussion, admired Mr. Lipman's 
optimism in looking to a Russia stirring with electric trans- 
mission and transport while we in England had such dith- 
culties with a dense population to justify the operations. 

Mr. H. E. Crowcrort, who had spent some years in Russia, 


told of the German hold in pre-war days on the Russian en- ` 


gineering trade, especially in the Baltic Provinces, where the 
business correspondence was often conducted in German, and 
the rules and specifications were simply translations from 
German. He asked when might traders interest themselves 
in Russia, and what were the credit arrangements that the 
Soviet Government offered? 

Mr. F. PooLEv pointed out that all were concerned in the 
enormous demands for engineering goods that would result 
when a reliable Government could put Russia's materials into 
circulation. His transactions with Russian engineers had led 


him to think that their specifications were designed to hamper 
the English maker for the benefit of the German. 

Major R. Grierson asked if there were now electricity Acts 
equivalent to our authorisations to supply, and any considered 
scheme for linking-up. He also wondered if after the Russian 
had done years of excavating with, say, two years more in 
whieh to erect and complete his stations, and had finally to 
light the areas free, he would show a profit by Bolshevist 
finance. He thought it desirable to get young Russians into 
English works, in order that they might return home with the 
correct bias. 

Mr. CRoWcROFT, speaking a second time, said he did not 
think there was such an entire dearth of skilled labour in 
Russia as was held; he had seen thoroughly sound jobs carried 
out entirely by Russians. The Russian engineer was often 
extremely well trained, but frequently was too theoretical. 


There were no facilities at home for study, and he generally 


went to Germany, hence his bias towards German methods 
and standards. Still, he was convinced that our first-class 
materials would yet find a market in Russia. 

Mr. LIPMAN, in reply. said that Germany by her proximity 
had received most students, and had naturally benefited. 
Further, the German was more complacent, and was ready 
to give long credits, but he did not believe the German in- 
fluence would hold in the future. The trading agreement 
with Russia had been signed, and he appealed for sympathy 
with the only possible Government pro tem. He believed that 
things would right themselves, and that the Russian eventuaily 
would honestly meet all his obligations. e 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters received by us after 5 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear vitil 
the following week. Correspondents should forward their commun 
cat ions at the earliest possible moment. No letter can be published 
unless we have the writer's name and address in our possession 


Electricity Supply without Statutory Powers. 


I am one of those supplying electricity with no statutory 
powers, and I should be very pleased to help or receive help 
or suggestions from anybody else supplying with no powers. 
I think if we could communicate with one another it would 
be to our mutual benefit. I have over six miles of overhead 
wires, supplying about 50 consumers. 


West Sheen, 
Thornbury, Glos. 
April Sth, 1921. 


Francis H. Grace. 


Charging for Idle Current. 


I read with much interest Mr. Carrothers's article in your 
issue No. 2,262 on a method of charging for idle current. ln 
à letter published in your issue No. 4,269, written by Prof. 
Kapp, reterence is made to the necessity for not only penals- 
ing a consumer for running with bad power factor, but giving 
a bonus when the power factor is leading. Although doubt- 
less the number of cases of consumers running with leading 
power factor is comparatively few, & bonus for leading power 
factor is unquestionably desirable, and I shall be interested to 
know how Prof. Kapp would propose to arrange the sine 
meter which may run either forwards or backwards, so that 
a record is given in either direction. I take it that this 
would be possible with some sort of ratchet mechanism, such 
as is used when supplies may be given in either direction, 
as between two undertakings which are linked together. It 
seems to me that the underlying principle referred to by 
Prof. Kapp, viz., to charge on the basis of integrations ot the 
meter, is not sound, as it will be obvious that at times of 
comparatively light load and poor power factor the sme 
meter will integrate a much heavier percentage, although 
the maximum demand is by no means as great as it woul 
be at times of maximum load. I have always maintained that 
the only sound basis of charge is that of kVA demand, and 
am still of the opinion that the tariff should incorporate 3 
charge based on kVA demand and a running charge pe 
unit. 

A sine and cosine meter fitted with the Merz maximum 
demand attachment would give the desired result quite 
satisfactorily, as by simple trigonometry the actual deman 
jn kVA can be derived from the readings of the two demand 
indicators, and the units integrated on the cosine meter woud, 
of course, be charged for in the usual way. 

If I read Prof. Kapp's letter aright, the supply bill would 
be increased or decreased from a datum line of 80 per cent 
lagging, directly in proportion to the power factor, but, as! 
well known, this is not by any means proportional to the 
cost of the supply of electrical energy. 

Taking as an example a 400-kW load at 80 per cent. powe 
factor, viz., 500 kVA, we will assume the charge for this 
would be 1d. per unit. If the demand of 500 kVA tema 
the same but the power factor drops to 50 per cent., 3 1 
kW, under Prof. Kapp's proposal the charge for energy woul 
be increased in the ratio of 8: 5. viz., 60 per cent., i. e., tbe 
charge per unit would be 1.6d. If this case be analysed ii 
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will be seen that the demand on the supply company remains 
the same, viz., 500 kVA, and I shall be glad to know what 
justification there would be on the part of the supply authority 
for increasing the charge from ld. to 1.6d. per unit. 

With a 2-part charge, which I have always maintained 
to be sound in principle, the kVA demand charge in either 
of the two examples quoted above would remuin the same, 
and the bil would only alter in proportion to the total 
number of units consumed, which is perfectly sound and 
logical. 

As there is a difference of 60 per cent. in the two methods 
I shall be glad to have a little further information from 
Prof. Kapp to show how his method of charging would be 


justified. 
E. W. Dorey. 
London. | 
May 9nd, 1921. 


The Training of Kinema Operators. 


With regard to Mr. L. H. Edwards's letter in this week's 
REVIEW on the above subject, the name of the trade journal 
running these tests is the Bioscope, 85, Shaftesbury Avenue, 
W.1; the course is conducted by ''Crater," the technical 
editor. 

-I quite understand Mr. Edwards’s experience in being 
unable to get a really good book on operating; the best two 
English books on the subject are at present out of print. 

A lot of the trouble as regards learning operating is this: 
Some of the operators are not proficient enough to teach any- 
one, while others think that if you are taught the business 
thoroughly, thereby making you a proficient operator, you 
wil do them out of their job. A lot of this sort of work 
has been done—yes, and worse; it came to this (it is a bit 
better now): If you could turn a handle, and carry a box 
of films, and work for a pound a week, you could have the 
job. Hence the duds you run up against. Every trade has 
its duds; I have met them in the electrical trade, and it is 
a great pity, for it is hard to improve them, and to show 
them what & great drawback they are to industrial progress. 


Electrician Operator. 
Bolton. 
May 1st, 1921. 


Transformers and Changed Frequency. 


Amongst a group of electrical meter engineers, a somewhat 
curious problem recently cropped up," and with the inten- 
tion of seeing the views of others upon the subject, we are 
submitting it to the readers of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 

It is well known that in an alternating-current systein, an 
increase or decrease in the rate of change of flux tends 
respectively to increase or decrease the voltage of that system. 
We also know that the converting properties of a transformer 
are directly controlled by the ratio of the numbers of turns 
of wire wound on that transformer. 

From this it appears that a transformer wound for 95-cycle 
service would operate differently when used on a 50-cycle 
system—the ratio of the turns, however, decrees that it should 
operate just the same. 

It is almost as complex as the old problem—“ when an 
irresistible force comes into contact with an immovable body, 
&c. Can any reader explain? 

Kllowatts. 


May 9nd, 1921. 


[The problem is really quite simple. When an alternat- 
ing e.m.f. is applied to a coil, the current which flows pro- 
duces & magnetic flux which cuts the turns of wire and 
generates a back pressure nearly equal to the applied pressure. 
Other conditions remaining the same, the back e.m.f. depends 
upon the product of the frequency and the magnetic flux 
(i. e., the rate of change of flux). If the frequency is halved, 
the magnetic flux must be doubled to produce the same back 
e.m.f.—and, roughly speaking. that is what happens. As 
the secondary coil is cut by the same flux as the primary, 
the same reasoning applies to it; if the frequency 1s halved, 
the flux is doubled, and the voltage ratio remains practically 
unaltered.—Eps. Etec. REv.] 


Domestic Tariffs and Cheap Metering. 


With reference to the interesting article under the above 
heading in your issue of the 22nd inst. 

One advantage of the multi-part tariff system of charging 
lies in the ability, if desired, to allow for the meter rent in 


the fixed charge so that the consumer would on his account . 


have two items only, the fixed charge and the single rate 
for the units consumed. 

It is, of course, admitted that under a multi-part system 
metering accuracy is relatively less important in this connec- 
tion; it was even pointed out in the early days of the rateable 
value and the telephone systems of charging that putting in 
one meter only for lighting, heating, and cooking meant 
putting in a comparatively large meter which might be slow 
on a very small lamp load—the answer to the objection was 
that in view of the system of charging any minor losses 
resulting from this would be unimportant. 


Broadly speaking, however, it is permissible to doubt 
whether at the present time one should attempt to effect a 
small saving in the cost of meters by reducing their accuracy. 
For a long time past the old jest about the accuracy of the 
gas and electricity meter has died out, our own instruments 
are particularly accurate, and remain so over very long periods, 
and it seems a pity to destroy a reputation built up in this 
way, and also to take any action which might make it neces- 
sary to stock two brands of meter, one of the usual accuracy 
for supplies where the whole of the money is recovered as 
a charge per unit, and another of less accuracy where a multi- 
part tariff is in force. J. W. Beaucham 


9 
Director and Bua: 
British Electrical Development Association, Inc. 
London. 
April 28th, 1921. 


The Hackney Case, 


Referring to an article in the Legal” column of last 
week's ELECTRICAL REVIEW re the Hackney Borough Council's 
refusal to connect the supply on account of the contractor not 
having a union ticket, I consider it out of all reason on the 
part of both Borough Council and the trade union, for in the 
first place I believe all electricity supply undertakings are 
bound by Act of Parliament to supply electricity wherever their 
mains are ; in the second place, they supply the current to their 
clients, not to the contractors, who in the case of the Hackney 
Borough Council no doubt is a ratepayer, and therefore part 
and parcel of the concern; in the third place, what right has 
a trade union to force a master man into the union? "They 
cannot find their unemployed work, and if a man starts in 
business for himself and does the work himself and finds the 
work himself, what right has any authority to demand money 
from a man in such a position? I call it almost highway 
robbery. Therefore I hope the Hackney Borough Council will 
lose the day, for if not it will mean the taking away of & man’s 
living, for if he goes to join the union he may have to pay 
anything up to £25 to join. I should be pleased if you would 
publish this letter, and also to hear from anyone else on the 


matter. 
E. J. Arnold. 
London. 
April 27th, 1921. 


Nottingham’s Electricity Supply. 


Your contemporary, the Electrical Times, in its last issue, 
gives us the names of ten municipal undertakings (Staly- 
bridge, Darlington, West Hartlepool, Shefheld, Bolton, St. 
Helens, Stockport, Bury, Leeds, and Coventry) which produce 
energy at less than one penny per unit, the average being 
0.85d. In 1914 the average of the same undertakings was 
0.52d., so that costs have increased by just about 50 per cent. 

Now in my native city we have the wonderful record of 
1.07d. in 1914 and 2.22d. in 1920, which is a very generous 
100 per cent. rise. Here our most excellent engineer has 
reigned for over a quarter of a century, and during that time 
he has had the assistance of quite a large number of the most 
eminent electrical consultants of the day; we have hesitated 
to purchase even a kettle without the advice of perhaps two 
firms of consultants, albeit that our engineer has always 
merited and received the fullest confidence of his committee. 

I am wondering what results Stalybridge would have been 
able to show to-day if only our excellent friend Mr. Blackmore 
had, during his term of office, called in, say, eight different 
consultants. Would Mr. Tough have transmogrified his under- 
taking as he has done if he had taken the adVice of, say, 
six consultants? 

We Nottingham folks are proud of our city, we are in all 
things consistent; our output of electricity per head of popula- 
tion in the year 1914 was 26 units, in 1930 the output was 
34, whereas Wolverhampton sells 322 units per head, which. 
considering the present scarcity of coal, is scandalous. 

Now, in Nottingham we probably have more private elec- 
tricity plants to the square mile than any city in the country, 
so that our Corporation, when it has spent the prospective 
£2,000,000 on its new station, will always be able and justified 
in keeping the prices for electricity at the present comfortably 
high level. 

Some few ratepayers here are foolish enough to ask for 
information as to the new station; the Corporation very 
rightly refuses even a printed copy of the latest consultant's 
report. 

Now, Mr. Editor, on how many occasions during the past 
25 years has your paper been used by the Nottingham Cor- 
poration for advertisements inviting tenders for machinery? 
We don't waste much cash in that silly way. 

Veritas. 

Nottingham. 

April 30th, 1921. 


The Transport of Coal by Suction. 


Considerable attention has recently been drawn in the 
London Press to the conl suction plant now being installed 
at the City of London Electric Co.'s Bankside station. In 
all references it is stated to be novel, and in fairness to myself 
and other firms I consider it only right that attention should 
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be drawn to the fact that a coal suction plant has been in 
operation at the works of Messrs. Boots, the chemists, Not- 
tingham, for the last four years. 

The writer installed this plant to lift coal from barges into 
overhead bunkers a vertical distance of nearly 90 ft., primarily 
to prevent dust and dirt in these works, where cleanliness 
18 absolutely insisted on. 

This plant has been intensely successful, and a duplicate 
plant has since been installed, and plants are in hanu in 
várious parts of the country for the handling of coal, chemi- 
cals, ores, barks, and all classes of granular materials. Plants 
are also in hand for several Corporations, including Brighton 
and Bristol. The coaling of ships from floating plants is now 


being perfected, and will prove a great advancement on 
present methods. 


* 


Messrs. Pitman & Sons, recognising the importance of this 


departure, are publishing a small book written by me, entitled 
Pneumatic Conveying,” in which the principles and methods 
and constructional details are dealt with. : 

I have now been working for some time in conjunction with 
three important firms who are manufacturing and installing 
these plants, and in fairness to these good people it cannot 
be said that the Bankside plant is novel.” : 

E. G. Phillips. 

Nottingham. s 

April 97th, 1921. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Bankruptcy Proceedlugs.— W. HEDOEOOx, electrical 
engineer, Wolverhampton. — First meeting, May 7th; public 
examination, May 25th, both at Wolverhampton. 

G. SUTCLIFFE, electrical engineer (G. Sutcliffe & Co.), Aber- 
tillery.—A pplication for discharge will be heard at the Town Hall, 
Tredegar, May 25th. 

B. PoBDES (United Electrical Manufacturers’ Co.), 18-22, Ohris- 
topher Street, E.C.—Last day for proofs for dividend, May 13th. 
Liquidator, Mr. E. Hawkins, 4, Charterhouse Square, E.C. 1. 

8. BECKETT, Jun., electrician, 50, Deane Road, Bolton.— 
Reoeiving order made April 30th, on debtor's own petition. 

A. J. HARRISON (Xtra Lighting Co.), electrical and gas 
engineer, 4, 5, and 6, Old Market, Sunderland.—Receiving order 
made April 29th on debtor's own petition. | 

H. DoyLe (Accessories Supply Co.), factor in electrical acoes- 
sories, 56, Hardman Street, Deansgate, Manchester.—First meeting, 
May 11th ; public examination, June 17th. 

E. CLoNEY, tramway divisional traffic superintendent, 5, St. 
Albans Road, Parliament Hill Fields, N.W.—Last day for proofs 
for dividend, May 20th. "Trustee, Mr. W. P. Bowyer, Senior Official 
Receiver, Carey Street, W. O. 

J. W. LAYTON, electrician, 5, Noble's Bank, Hendon, Sunderland. 
—Last day for proofs for dividend, May 18th. "Trustee, Mr. W. A. 
Ellis, 3, Manor Place, Sunderland. 

E 8. ELAM and J. WALTON, electricians, Kingston-upon-Hull — 
First and final dividend of 7s. 5d. in the £, payable May 10:h, at 
ths Official Reo:iver's Offioes, Hull. 


Company Liquidations.—Srorrets EnEcTRIO SWITCH 
Co., LTD.— Winding up voluntarily. Liquidator, Mr. S. R. Rogers 
41, Eastcheap, E.C.3. Meeting of creditors, May 9th. 

CowPER.COLES ENGINEERING Co., LTD.—Meeting of members 
called for May 30th, at 11, Ironmonger Lane, E.C., to hear an 
account of the winding-up from the liquidator, Sir W. B. Peat. 

ELECTROLYTIC Co. (SPAIN AND PORTUGAL), LTD -A meeting of 
members is called for June 14th, at 5, Moorgate Street Buildings, 
E.C., to hear an account of the winding-up from the liquidator, 
Mr. R. I. Marsden. 

AMPERE ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING AND PLATING Co., LTD.— 
Winding up voluntarily. Liquidator, Mr. T. L. Hammond. 
Meeting of creditors, May 11th. 

TYNE ELEOTRIO STEEL FouNDBiES, LTD.—Winding up volun- 
tarily. Liquidator, Mr. J. G. Swan, 31, Mosley Street, Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. Meeting of creditors, May 2nd. 

HARMAN ELECTRIC Co., LTD.—A meeting of members is callel 
for June 16th, at 9, Walbrook, E.C., to hear an account of the 
windiog-up from the liquidator, Mr. F. M. Jeboult. 


Iaqulries.— Maker's name and address are asked for in 


respect of the Ackerman-Johnson Anchor" for plugging slate 
switchboards, &c. 


Dissolution of Partnership. — BaLmrorp & SALT, 
manufacturers and wholesale factors to the electrical and allied 
industries, Electric House, Whittall Street, Birmingham. - The 
partnership between Walter Balmford and Francis Albert Salt 
has been dissolved. Debts will be attended to by Mr. Wul'er 
Balmford, who will continue the business in his own name. 


Trade Announcements,— Mes:srs. W. H. Pease & Co., 
of Southampton Row. W. C. 1, have taken into partnership Mr. F. E. 
Pratten, formerly a director of M sers, J. and E. Hall, Ltd., of 
Dartford. The name of the firm has been altered to W. H. P&ASE, 
PRATTEN & Co. 

MEssRBS. PETTIGREW & MERRIMAN, LTD, have removed to 
122 and 124, Tooley Street, S.E. 1; telephone, " Hop 134” ; telegrams, 
" Merrigrew, Tooley, London.” 

THE MULLARD Rapio VALVS Co, LTD, have removed to 
35A, Claybrook Road, Hammersmith, W. 6. Telephone number, 
Hammersmith 312. 

The Jackson Electric Stove Co., Ltd, have appointed Ma. W. 
BLOodd. of the Sterling Telephone Co., of 8, Park Place, Cardiff, 
as their agent for the whole of Wales for their electrical 
cooking and heating apparatus. He will carry a stozk at the 
address named. 

The Midland Supply Co., of Birmingham, have appointed M ssrs. 
E. L. Paice, of 34, Fenchurch Street, London, E.C. 3, as their 
repres:ntatives for London and district in connection with the 
Robinson electric lifting appliances. 

THE E.M.F. WINDING Co., who have commenced business at 


75 76, Wells Street, Oxford Street, London, W.O. 1, as specialists in 
the repair and rewinding of small motors, wish to receive catalogues 
and price-lists. . 

Owing to the growth of their business in Ireland, the SUN 
ELECTRICAL Co., LTD., have moved to larger premises, and. opened 
new showrooms at Gibson's Building, Mill Street, Belfast, where 
a large stock of electric light fittings and material is available. 
b-anch is under the management of Mr. E P. Prior, as here- 
tofore. 


Catalogues and Lists.—M kssns. CHIPPERT. LD, LTD., 
Oulton Broa?, Lowestoft.—Four illustrated and priced leafleta— 
C/21, round pattern ignition coil; C/22, rectangular pattern 
ignition coils; 8/23 and 8/24, automatic battery ont-in and 
cut-out. ' . 

MB. A. B. CARTLAND, A. M. I. E. E., manufacturers’ representative, 
8, Oreechurch Lane, Leadenhall Street, E. O. 3.— Two illustrated 
brochures on the Zenith patent furnace made by Wm. Whit- 
taker, Burnl-y, and an illustrated description of the Premier 
Appliances, Ltd.'s system of boiler setting for reducing onl 
oonsumpti n. 

METROPOLITAN-VICKERS8 ELECTRICAL Co, LTD., 20, Brazennose 
Street, Manchester.—Circular No. 1,426, giving illustrations and 
exhaustive descriptions of Metropolitan-Vickers turbo-alternators. 
Photographic reproductions of actual installations at Glasgow, 
Manchester, and Cardiff are given. ms 

Messrs. BAXTER & CAUNTER, LTD., 219, Tottenham Court 
Road, W. 1.—An illustrated and fully-detailed price-list of Alden" 
a engines and electric lighting plants made by the Alden Engine 

THE GENERAL ELECTRIC Co., LTD., Magnet House, Kingsway, 
W. O. 2. —Bulletiu No. 10, "The Condenser System of Protection 
against Surges.” Thie is a valuable pamphlet explaining the 
nature of high-voltage and high-frequency surges and their 
effects. Various methods of dealing with these surges are treated 
of, and, finally, a full description of the condenser method is 
given. Many illustrations of component parts of the apparatus 
and of actual installations are included in the publication. 

THE ELECTRICAL APPARATUS Co, LTD, Vauxhall Works, 
South Lambeth Roaj, S. W. 8.—Leaflet H 29, illustrating and 
describing E. A. C.“ float switches for a.c and d.c. motors. Fully 
dimensioned and priced. 

MESSRS. BERRY'8 ELECTRIC, LTD., " The Switch House, 85, New- 
man Street, Oxford Street, W. 1.—4A priced and ill astrated pamphlet 
dealing with the Midget Masta fuse switoh (ride ELECTRICAL 
REVIEW, April 22nd, 1921, p. 509). 

MEssRS, HERBERT Morris, LTD, Loughborough, Leicester- 
shire.—Book 90, giving illustrations, full details, and prices of 
worm-and-spur-gear pulley blocks, triple-gear pulley blocks, 
electric hoists, trav lling trolleys, &. 

MEsses. GEORGE ELLISON, Perry Bar, Birmingham.—Three 
lists giving exhaustive particulars, prices, and illustrations of 
switchgear, &. No. 76 deals with oil-cooled rotor starters, No. 327 
with totally-enclosed brake solenoids or power magnets, and 
No. 431 describes cable fittings, pipe flanges, eealing and dividiog 
boxes, armour clamps, &c. 

Messrs. DoNovAN & Co., 47, Cornwall Street, Birmingham — 
An illustrated price-sheet of electrical acceasories, including wall 
plugs, dry cells, refl'ctors, wire guards, fuses, Morse keys, switch- 
gear, &o. | 

Messrs. HiaGs Beros., Sand Pits, Birmingham. — Monthly 
Magazine (Vol. III, No. 3; May, 1921), giving details and prices 
of d.c. and ac. motors, notes on insulation, and humorous items. 

Messes. DaysouMs, LTD., 14-16, Cockspur Street, S. W. 1.— 
Bulletin No. 6, giving a number of illustrations and a description 
of the principles and working of the Daysohms” low-pressure 
a.c. welder. 


Wage Reductions in Sweden.—The dispute with the 
workers in the Finsoongs Meta'lverksaktiebolag (Metal Works). 
which resulted in a strike at the beginning of March on the 
question of wage reductions has now been settled. The term? 
agreed upon are a general reduction of 20 per cent. in piecework 
rates, and of 16 per cent. in time rates.—Reuter’s Trade Serrice 
(Stockholm). 


New French Company.—A new company has lately be? 
formed in Paris (16, Rue de la Pepinióre) with a capital 9 
10,000,000 fr. and the title La Société des Forces Motrices de la 
Vallée d' Aspe. 
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Book Notices.— The Mining Electrical Engineer." 
Vol. I, No. 7, April, 1921. Price 1s. net.—Among the articles 
included in this issue of the journal are " Surface Electrical Equip- 
ment at Mines as affected by the Regulations of July 30th, 1920," 
by Mr. J. A. B. Horsley (H.M. Electrical Inspector of Mines); The 
'Kingsway' No. 2 Miners’ Electric Hand Lamp," by Mr. A. E. 
Angold; "The Electrician and the Management," by Mr. W. 
Cairns, &c. 

'* Electro Annuaire de l'Electricité et Industries s'y rattachant,” 
for 1921. Paris: 47, Boul’ de Sébastopol. Price 12 fr., post fre» 
14 fr.—This is a most comprehensive directory of the French 
electrical industry. The first part of the volume gives the names, 
addresses, and the nature of firms carrying on electrical businesses. 
The arrangement is alphabetically by!départements and towns, Paris 
being given the first place. A classified section follows, this being 
split up under various heads, such as measuring instrumenta, oab'es, 
heating, &c. This is followed by a trade-mark section occupying 
several pages. The remainder of the volume is devoted to an 
alphabetical list of electricity supply stations; this list appears to 
give even the smallest undertakings. The nature of the motive 
power, type of current and voltages are given in most cases. 
Probably the advertisements, of which there is a large number, 
will also prove of use. A small booklet accompanying the volume 
gives the names and businesses of firms in Paris by arrondissements 
and thoroughfares. 

** Reid's Handy Colliery Guid@and Directory for the Counties of 
Northumberland, Durham, Yorkshire, Cumberland, and Westmore- 
land." Newoastle-on-Tyne : A. Reid & Co., Ltd. Price 38. 6d. net. 
—This is a new issue of a very useful handbook to the colliery 
industry. The usual features have been retained and revised, 
including the 1911 Coal Mines Act, a map giving the position of 
collieries, and the railway systems of Northumberland, Durham 
and Yorkshire, regulations for the use of electricity in mines, lists 
of colliery owners and managers, &o. 


" Practical Testing of Electrical Machines.” By L. Oulton and 


N. J. Wilson. Pp. 258. London: Sir I. Pitman & Sons. Price 
68. net. 
“The Electrical Transmission of Photographs.” By M. J. 


Martin. Pp. xii + 136; 73 figs. 
Price 68. net. 

"Is Trade Unionism Sound!" By J. H. Bunting. Pp. x + 98. 
London: Benn Bros., Ltd. Price 63. net. 

" Kinema Operator's Handbook." By W.S. Ibbetson. Pp. 160, 
37 figs. London: E. & F. N. Spon, Ltd. Price 4s. 6d. net. 

" Lichttechnik.” By Dr. W. Bertelemann, and others. (591 pp. 
and figs.) Munich: R. Oldenbourg. Price M. 118 unbound and 
M. 126 bound. 

“ Dynamo and Motor Erection and Management." By A. Havery. 
(152 pp.; 91 figs.) London: Cassell & Co., Ltd. Price ls. 6d. net. 


Lead.— Messrs. James Forster & Co. report 
(April 30th) :—" The general position is unchanged. Apart from 
the effect of the strike on the domestic tråde, consumption is not 
good, and the electrical trade, although fairly well employed on old 
orders, is not booking anything ahead to speak of. On the other 
hand, supplies are decidedly short, and are the dominating feature. 
Only about 2,000 tons of soft pig-lead has arrived in the Thames this 
month in three steamers, all from Spain, and there is urgent want 
of ex ship lead of suitable brands, particularly for electrical work. 


es of course, being averse to paying prices asked for wharf 
] Zh 


London: Sir I. Pitman & Sons. 


New Indian Compauy.—W ith reference to the statement 
appearing under this heading in our issue of March 11th, 
page 310, we learn from Mr. H. Nimmo, of Rangoon, 
Electrical Inspector to the Government of Burma, that the 
company called the Maymyo Electric Power Station Co., 
Ltd., was formed recently by a Belgian subject, but he under- 
stands that that company is now defunct. He adda: "No 
licence has yet been issued for the supply of energy in Maymyo, 
but there is every reason to believe that a licence for that purpose 
will shortly be granted to Messrs. Van Someren & Hamid, of 
Rangoon, whose application is now under consideration." 


The King's Roll.— In the course of a recent speech, Dr. 
Macnamara aanouncel that from the close of this month all firms 
tendering for Government contracts, to which the conditions of 
membership of the King's Roll were applicable, would, unless under 
excepiiona!: circumstances, require to be on the roll or they would 


not get the contracts. “It is high time we laid down that 


condition, and I think everyone will agree it is an entirely 
reasonable one." 


West Midiauds Industrial Council Meeting.— The first 
annual mecting of the District Industrial Council for the West 
Midlands Area, which comprises the counties of Shropshire, 
Staffordshire, Warwickshire, and Worcestershire, was held in 
Birmingham, on April 30th. The meeting, which was pre- 
ceded by a luncheon to celebrate a successful years work, was 
attended by 40 members and delegates representative of the elec- 
tricity unjertakings of local authorities and companies within the 
area, and of the Trade Unions interested in the employés of such 
undertakings. Mr. R. A. Chattock (city electrical engineer of Birming- 
ham), the Chairman of the Council, presided. Steps were taken for 
the election of members of the Council for the ensuing year. Votes 
of thanks, on the motion of the vice-chairman (Mr. Alderman 
Gregory), to the chairman for his services during the year, and to 


Mr. E. J. Jennings (Birmingham), the secretary and treasurer, 
terminated the proceedings. 


The Coal Dispute.— Reports received from various parte 
of the country indicate the progreas of the evil effects of the 
stoppage of coal production. Electricity undertakings are still 
carrying on, but supplies for the moet part have been severely 
curtailed. The most drastic restrictions have been imposed at 
Acorington, where the electricity supply has been stopped entirely 
between the hours of 6 a.m. and 5 pm, except on Saturday. The 
tramway service is also suspended after 10 p.m. On the other 
hand, Salford, owing to the prevalent trade depression, has found 
it unnecessary to restrict power supplies or go beyond the regula- 
tions regarding lighting issued by the Board of Trade. These 
regulations were published on April 25th, and direct that all public 
lighting shall be reduced by at least 50 per cent. 

In Leicester many firms have had to shut down, and Wolver- 
hampton has been severely affected, the iron and steel industry 
being practically at a standstill. Sunderland Corporation has been 
compelled to announce that manufacturers can only be supplied 
with electricity for three days a week, and the Newcastle Electric. 
Supply Co. nas also imposed many restrictions. Elsewhere on the 
Tyne, industry is gradually coming to a stop, although efforts are 
being made to keep as many men employed as possible. The Leeds 


Corporation is also unable to supply power for more than three 


days a week, except in very special cases. The Leeds tramway 
services, in common with those of most other towns, have been 
reduced considerably, and many routes have been suspended 
for a time. The Cambridge Electric Supply Co. now 
entirely suspends its supply for six hours a day. Owing 
to the low stocks of the Southend Corporation, all tram- 
drivers, conductors, and semi-skilled men (numbering about 
200) were given a week's notice, which was to have expired 
on Wednesday last. Heavy “cuts” have been arranged in the 
London County Council tramway services, but so far it has not 
been found necessary to put them into operation. | 

The unemployment list continues to expand, and every day 
another thousand is added to it. Conferences between the owners 
and miners, with the Government standing between. have been 
unsuccessful, and reporta from the various centres of the industry 
indicate that the miners are holding out, and are prepared to 
starve rather than give way an inch upon their terms. 

Efforts to import coal from abroad have been unsuccessful 
in some cases, owing to the refusal of dockers and railwaymen to 
handle it, but it is reported that fairly large supplies have entered 
the country. 

A Renter message, dated Mey 2nd, stated that the French 
Government had authorised the export of coal to this country, aud 
that a British firm desired to purchase 10,000 or 15,000 tons daily. 


Swedish Electrica] Preference.— The Swedish Electrical 
Industry Association is asking the Government to urge the muni- 


cipalities when making purchases to give preference to Swedish 
goods. Reuter’s Trade Service (Stockholm). 


Applications for British Trade-Marks.—Appended is a 
summary of the recent applications for British trade-marks in 
respect of goods and productions associated with the eleotrical 
trades and industries :— 

Designs comprising a triangle and bars, Nos. 412,520 and 412,521, 
Class 13.— Electrical Appliances.—Hotpoint Electric Appliances 
Co., Ltd., 33, Cannon Street, London, E.O., February 15th, 1921. 

Dictograph, No. 409,021, Class 8.— Telephone Instruments and 
Apparatus. — Dictograph Telephones, Ltd., Dictograph House, 
Denman Street, London, S.E., October 22nd, 1920. | 

Design, No. 401,243, Class 50.—Electrio Insulating Preparations. 
—Koln - Rottweil Gesellschaft, 36, Dorotheenstrasse, Berlin, 
Germany, May 18th, 1920. 

Acousticon, No. 409,022, Class 11.—Telephone Instruments and 
Apparatus for the Aid of Deaf Persons.—Dictograph Telephones, 
Ltd. Dictograph House, Denman Street, London, S.E., October 
22nd, 1920. 

Synoela No. 410,334, Class 50.—4Artificial Filaments, made 
wholly, or principally, of cellulose derivatives. electric insulating 
materials, &c.—British Cellulose and Chemical Manufacturing Co., 
Ltd.. 8, Waterloo Place, London, 8.W., December 2nd, 1920. 

Celanese, No. 411,818, Class 50.—Artificia] Filaments, made 
wholly, or principally, of cellulose derivatives, electric insulating 
materials, &o.—British Cellulose and Chemical Manufacturing Co., 
Ltd., 8, Waterloo Place, London. S. W., January 24th, 1921. 

Fibrestos, No. 412,509, Class 50.—Sheeta and Blocks of Cement 
and Asbestos, to be used as Electrical Ineulators.—Siluminite 
Insulator Co., Ltd., The Green, Southall, Middlesex, February 15th, 
1921. 

Fiprallee, No. 412,289, Class 50.—Electrical Accessories made 


from asb-stos.— Albert Lee & Co., Ltd., 8-9, New Zealand Avenue, 
London, E.C., February 8th, 1921. 


Printing and Allied Trades Exhibition.—On Saturday, 
April 30th, Dr. Macnamara, Minister of Labour, formally opened 
the sixth International Printing, Stationery, and Allied Trades 
Exhibition, at the Agricultural Hall. Afterwards a luncheon was 
held, when the speskers included Mr. E. W. Humphries, President 
of the Master Printers of Great Britain and Ireland ; Mr. G. H. 
Roberts, M.P., and Mr. C. W. Bowerman, M.P., President of the 
Printing and Kindred Trades' Federation. Former enemy countries 
have been excluded from the exhibition, but, in spite of this, it is 
larger than any of its predecessors. In our next is ue we propose 
to give & description of some of the exhibits which, naturally, 
include a large amount of electrical apparatus, The show remains 
open until May 14th. 
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High Wages aad ladustrial Depression.—Mr. W. L. 
Hicheus, chairman of Cammell, Laird & Co., Ltd., in a state- 
ment issued a lew days ago, says :— 

Ihe question that is exercising the mind of everyone in 
the industrial world to-day is How are we to get back our 
trade? How is the present depression to be overcome and 
unemployment to be bunished? And there can only be one 
answer—by lowering prices. If we want to widen the tieid 
of those who purchase our goods it can only be done by seling 
cheaper. ln fact if we wish to maintain our position as à 
great manufacturing nation we shall be obliged to cut down 
our prices. For in the world markets success comes, other 
things being equal, to those who can quote the lowest price, 
and it is idle to suppose that the world will buy from us if 
Germany or America or some other manufacturing nation 
offers to supply the same goods at a cheaper rate. It is well 
known that in the iron and steel industries German, Beigian, 
and American prices are very considerably below ours, whilst 
even our shipbuilding supremacy is threatened by German 
competition. For a short time possibly we may obtain orders 
in overseas markets owing to goodwill, but inevitably the time 
must come when our foreign clients will be obliged to buy 
in the cheapest market. Hence, it is essential that we should 
set our house in order and make up our minds to adjust our 
prices to those of our foreign competitors. ‘This must be done 
in a number of ways; every form of economy must be exer- 
cised. ‘The Government must set the example, and munici- 
palities must follow suit, for the cost of Government and 
municipal taxation presses on industry with terrible weight, 
and 18 a severe handicap in world competition. 

Again, up-to-date and efficient machinery must be installed 
wherever it is lacking if we are to keep our heads above 
water, and economies of management must be carefully 
studied. Profits, too, must suffer, and in point of fact the 
ordinary shareholder is always the first to feel the pinch of 
bad times. Many firms at the present time are making quota- 
tions which include no profit at all, and often work is taken 
at a loss merely for the sake of keeping the place going and 
preventing unemployment. 

“ But however great the economies that are effected in these 
directions, they will not suffice to reduce our prices to a level 
with those of some of our foreign competitors. It is inevitable 
that there should also be a reduction in wages and salaries. 
Nobody wants to reduce wages; the higher they are the better, 
so long as the consumer 1s able and willing to pay the price. 
Everyone desires to see a civilised wage assured to all the 
workers in this country. But, if, after making every possible 
economy in other directions, British prices are still too high, 
then wages must either be reduced or cease altogether. 

In the iron and steel industry to-day German und Belgian 
prices for finished articles do not cover the bare cost of labour 
and material in this country, leaving nothing for overhead 
charges and profit. Nor would any reasonable reduction in 
the wages of the iron and steel industry alone suflice. ‘There 
must be a big reduction in the price of all raw materials, in 
the price of pig iron and of coal. And this involves a reduction 
of wages in these trades, for wages are by far the biggest 
item in the costs of production. If it cannot be secureu the 
iron and steel industry will lose its world market, and as 
a result will consume but little coal, so^that large numbers 
of miners will be thrown out of employment, and instead of 
half a loaf will get no bread. 

The interests of all the big industries are closely related, 
and the misfortunes of one are bound to react on others. No 
industry can, in the long run, pursue a selfish policy without 
suffering for it. If, for example, the miners are strong enough 
to insist on keeping up the price of coal by maintaining hich 
wages, they will ruin the other industries of the country, but 
they will also be dragged down theinselves in the catastrophe. 
In their own interests, and in those of the community, the 
only sound course for the miners is to aim at supplying coal 
to the consuming public at the cheapest possible rates. 

The dominant factor in the industrial situation to-day is 
that our prices are too high in relation to those of our foreign 
competitors, and they can only be brought down to an effective 
level if every section of the community is prepared first of all 
to recognise the facts and then to bear its share in the 
sacrifices that are involved.” 


Electric Vehicle Licences. — Statements have recentlv 
been made to the effect that owners of electrie commercial 
vehicles can claim to have their vehicles licensed. under. para- 
graph 6 of the Second Schedule to the Finance Act of 1920. 
Paragraph 6 referred to reads as follows: — 6. Any vehicles 
other than those charged with duty under the foregoing pro- 
visions of this schedule: Not exceeding 6 horse power or elec- 
trically propelled, £6; exceeding 6 horse power, £1 for each 
unit or part of a umit of horse power.” 

On such a statement it might be ditficult for any owner of 
a cominerclal electric vehicle to convince the licensing autho- 
rity that he was entitled to claim a licence under this pura- 
graph for a commercial vehicle. This difficulty is now re- 
moved bv a letter which Mr. F. Avton, the honorary secretary 
of the Electric Vehicle Committee of Great Britain, has re- 
ceived from the Roads Department of the Ministry of Trans- 
port : —'' I am directed by the Minister of Transport to state 
that a vehicle, whether electrically or otherwise propelled, 
weighing more than 8 cwt. unladen. which is constructed or 
adapted for use and used solely for the conveyance of goods in 


the course of trade, is chargeable with duty based on its un- 
laden weight in accordance with paragraph 5 of the Second 
Schedule to the Finance Act. Ihe Minister has, however, 
been advised that where a vehicle which is constructed and 
adapted for use for the conveyance of goods is used for 
other purposes, in addition to the conveyance of goods in the 
course of trade, the owner is entitled to obtain a licence under 
paragraph 6 of tlie Second Schedule to the Finance Act, 1:54, 
us the vehicle is not used solely for the purposes mentioned in 
paragraph 5 of that schedule.“ 

, Accordingly owners of commercial electric vehicles, irrespec- 
tive of the unladen Weight, are advised, when applving tor 4 
licence, to make the application under Al (B) of form R. F. (J 
(they should decline to make it on form R. F.4 A) stating that 
they intend to use the vehicle or vehicles for other than sole 
trade purposes. l 


Forthcoming Exhibitions. — The following e hibiticrs 
are being organised :— 

LoxNboN.—June 3rd to 17th, Rubber Trades’ Exhibition; July 
4th to 15th, London Fair and Market; September 7th to “tk, 
Shipping, Engineering, and Machinery Exhibition; October, 
Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders; November 1th 
to 25th, Public Works, Roads, and "Transport Exhibitich. 
1923— British. Empire Exhibitione 

l'oLkEsTONE.--June 20th to 29th, Health Exhibition. 

LrEDs.—July 21st, Yorkshire Agricultural Show. 

MANCHESTER.—May 31st to June llth, Efficiency Exhibiticn. 

CanDirr.—1922— Welsh National Exhibition. 

Burrisu Domintoxs.—June, 1921, Dominions Touring Ex- 
hibition (South Africa, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand). 

France.---(Bordcaur) June 5th to 30th, International 
Sainples Exhibition. 

SWITZERLAND.—(Basle) May 98th to June Sth, International 
Automobile Exhibition. 

IlottaNp.—(Utrecht) September 6th to 16th, International 
Industrial Fair. 

IcELAND.—(Leykjavik) June, World's Fair. 

PERUC.—(Lima) June Ist to October 3lst, International In- 
dustrial Exhibiuon. 

ARGENTINA. (Bueno Ayrea), 1922, International Exhibition. 

Brazit.—(Rio de Janciro), 1922, International Centenary 
Exhibition. 

Mrxico.—September, Commercial and Industrial Fair. 

Java.—(Bandoeng) September 19th to October 9th, Nether- 
lands East Indies Fair. 

CZECHO-SLOVAKIA.—(Praguc) May th to June 5th, Auto- 
mobile Exhibition.“ (Reichenberg), August 13th to List, Luter- 
national l'air. : 

PoraNp.—(Warsaw) May, Building and Fire Protection Ex- 
hibition. (Posen), May th to June 5th, Fair. 

SWEDEN.—(Gothenburg), July 4th to 10th, Fair. 

ItTALY.— (Padua), June Ist to 15th, Samples Fair. 


Spanish-American Electricity Co.—As may be remem- 
bered, a company was formed in Madrid last June under the 
title of the Compania Hispano-Americana de Electricidad to 
acquire the undertaking of the German Transmarine Eie 
tricity Co., of Berlin and Buenos Ayres, which was taken over 
as from January Ist, 1920. Although the accounts have net 
yet been published for the first year's activity of the new 
company, à Spanish newspaper devotes nearly three columns 
to recording the progress made by the great supply system 10 
Buenos Ayres in 1920 and of the other supply and tramway 
svstems in other parts of South America which also formerly 
constituted part of the German company's properties either 
directly or by shareholding. Statistics are given of the pro- 
duction and sales from the pre-war year of 1913 to the end di 
1920, and it is shown that in the case of the Buenos Avres 
works the consumption rose from 210.365.000 kW-bours in 
1919 to 248.868.000 kW-hours last year, while the receipts ad- 
vanced from 33,511,000 paper pesos to 36,910,000 paper pesos 
in the two vears respectively. It is further mentioned that as 
a result of the fall in the prices of coal last year, the company 
entered into contracts for the delivery of 150,000 tons of cci 
and 100,000 tons of petroleum. 


Parliamentary.— Last week a Select Committee of the 
House of Lords, under the chairmanship of the Marquis (f 
Bristol, considered a Bill vromoted by the County of Londen 
Electric Supply Co. to enable the company to erect a generat: 
ing station at Barking, subject to the sanction of the Electri 
city Commissioners, and to raise the necessary capital for thi 
purpose. The Bill was amended and ordered to be reported 

The Lochaber Water Power (Substitute) Bill was before 
es of the House of Commons, Sir Harry Samuel pre 
siding. 


Brown - Boveri in Poland. — The Polish Electricits 
Works Co. (Brown-Boveri) is being formed at Warsaw b 
Brown, Boveri & Co., of Baden, and a Polish bank, to supp!" 
installation material made by the Swiss works. Manufactur- 
ing is also to be undertaken, and workshops for this purpose 
are reported to have already been acquired at Lemberg. 
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Patents, Desigas, and Trade Marks.—The annual 
report of the Comptroller-General of Patents, Designs, and Trade 
Marks shows that the total number of applications filed during the 
year 1920 was 36,672, by far the largest number on record ; the 
increase was largely due to the filing of applications from abroad 
under the Peace Treaties. Complete specifications numbered 
21,796, an increase of 2,874 over the previous year. Applications 
communicated from abroad numbered 1,265. and applications under 
the International Convention for the Protection of Industrial 
Property numbered 6,797, compared with 2.661 in the previous 
year. Applications to register designs numbered 13,669, and there 
were 14,064 applications to register trade marks. 

The receipta from fees for patents amounted to £420,472 ; for 
designs, £8,691 ; and for trade marks, £39,295, making, with 
other items, a total of £487,512, an increase of £83,067 over 1919. 

Salaries amounted to £274.654, &n increase of £72,119, due to 
the Civil Service war bonus. The receipts exceeded the expenditure 
by £806,507. 


Electrical Wages: Agreed Reduction.—We learn that 
at a conference of the National Executives of the National Federated 
Electrical Association and the Electrical Trades Union, held at 
York on April 20th last, the two sides agreed jointly to recom- 
mend a reduction of 10 per cent. in the present rate of wayes in 
two instalments—namely, 5 per cent. to come into force on the 
firat pay day following May 9th for the pay period covered by that 
pay day, and a further 5 per cent, to come into effect on the first 
pay day following July 9th for the pay period covered by that 
pay day. 


German Exports for East Africa.—The High Commis- 
sioner of Mozambique has telegraphed to the Portuguese Govern- 
ment that there is no objection to qualified German experts working 
for Portuguese companies in East Africa.— Financial Times. 


Directors’ Fees.—The point has arisen whether a 
director of a public company who has served in that capacity for 
less than a year is legally entitled to any remuneration for his 
services rendered during that time. In a case recently before the 
Courts, the plaintitf had acted as director of the defendant concern 
for about six months, when, owing to a dispute with his colleagues, 
he retired. He claimed the whole or part of his annual fee. The 
County Court Judge held that as he had not served for the full 
12 months he was entitled to nothing. The Divisional Court has 
now reversed this decision, ruling that it was an implied term in 
the contract that a part of tne plaintiff s salary was payable in pro- 
portion to hia period of service. So far so good. The matter has a 
further interest for business men, however, because in the case of 
some companies, à certain sum is annually set aside as directors' 
fees, to be divided in such proportions among the parties as may 
be agreed. We are able to atate that the Divisional Court's decision 
does not here apply, for the standing judgment is that under any 
arrangement for , bulk remuneration" no director is entitled to 
P anything out of the pool until he has completed a full year of 
office. 


Coke for Steam Raising.—In a test made by the Gas 
Light & Coke Co., at Beckton Gas Works. to determine the 
best efliciency which could be obtained with a Lancashire 
boiler fired with large coke and fitted with "' turbine ” fur- 
naces, made by the Turbine Furnace Co., Ltd., the draught 
produced by the chimney was 0.1 in. in the side tlues, while 
the steam Jets under the bars provided a pressure of 0.45 in.; 
the fuel was large coke, containing about 10.5 per cent. ot ash. 
The test was carried on for six hours, during which 3.900 lb. of 
coke was consumed and 39,725 lb. of water evaporated. The 
average steam pressure was 77.6 lb. per sq. in., the feed tem- 
perature 50 deg. F., and the flue gas temperature 972 deg. F., 
the gases containing 18.3 per cent. of carbon dioxide. The 
fuel consumption worked out at 8.14 lb. of water per pound 
of coke, as tired, or at 9.8 lb. of water from and at 212 deg. F. 


Cost of Living in China.—Writing in the British 
Chamber of Commerce Journal, Shanghai, for March, a cor- 
respondent says :— 

It should be clearly understood by engineers thinking of 
coming to China, that, the cost of living haying risen to such 
a height, unless the allowances in addition to salary include 
housing, passages for the family both ways, allowance for 
Increased cost of living (20 per cent.), hospital expenses, the 
admission to a pension or provident fund, and payment of 
salary (f in sterling) in 28. dollars, the salary alone is quite 
inadequate for married people. All first-class foreign institu- 
tions give most, or all, the allowances named, and manv of 
them a bonus as well, but the Chinese Government services 
allowances are nr many cases Inadequate and below the stan- 
dard of the foreign firmis." 


Trade with Germany.—Mr. J. W. F. Tbelwall. Com- 
mercial Secretary for Germany, will be working from May 2nd 
to May 14th in the Department of Overseas Trade. where he 
will be pleased to interview British firms interested in trade 
with Germany. Applications for such interviews should be 
addressed to the Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35. Old Queen Street, S. W., and should bear the refer- 
ence number F.W. 97231. 


A French Amalgamation.—It is stated that a new 
company 18 to be formed to combine the Ateliers de Construc- 


tious Electriques du Nord et de l'Est (Jeumont) and the Forges 
et Ateliers de La Longueville. 


The Electricity Supply Blll,—The Special Committee 
of the London County Council on London Electricity Supply 
recommends the passing of the following resolution :—" That the 
Council welcomes the introduction by H.M. Government of the 
Electricity (Supply) Bill, 1921, supplementary to the Electricity 
(Supply) Act passed in 1919, and urges upon the Government that 
in the public interest it should take every step in its power to 
ensure this measure becoming law during the present session of 
Parliament." 


For Sale, —Burnley Corporation Electricity Department 
invites offers for one 250-kW triple-expansion Belliss-Dick, Kerr 
generating set, with oondensing plant; also for one Lancashire 
boiler. See our advertisement pages to-day. 


The B.E.A.M.A. New Members.—We are informed that 
the following firms have been recently elected members of the 
British Electrical and Allied Manufacturers’ Association :— 
Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd.; Bonnella Bros; Clark, Robt., Ingham and 
Co., Ltd, ; De la Rue, Thoa., & Co., Ltd. ; General Accessories Co., 
Ltd.; Power Plaut Co., Ltd.; Sutcliffe (of Crumpsall), Ltd.; 
Venner Time Switches, Ltd.; Widdop Engine Co., Ltd.; Wilson, 
Hartnell & Co., Ltd. 


Welsh Engineers’ Wages.— It was officially announced 
at Swansea, last week, that, as a result of a ballot in the Welsh 
engineers’ and founders’ trades, the wages of fitters and moulders 
were to be reduced from £5 108. to £5 per week, and labourers 
from £4 to £3 158., on and from May lst. The salaries of. 
draughtamen and clerks and the wages of firemen were to be 
reduced pro rata to the reduction on skilled workers’ rates. — The 
Times, 


Patent Restoration.—An order has been made restoring 
Letters Patent No. 2,045, of 1915. granted to J. P. Haworth, for 
'" Improvements in electric accumulators,” 


es ———tʃ 
LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Accrington,.—SuPPLY From BLACKBURN.— Recently the 
Accrington Corporation, acting on the advice of the Electricity 
Commissioners, approached Blackburn for a bulk supply from the 
new station, in preferenoe to extending the generating station at 
Accrington. The town clerk now reports that nooffers or terms have 
come to hand, and he has been instructed to inform the Electricity 
Commission accordingly. Blackburn's contention is that the matter 
should not be pressed until the new station at Whitebirk is 
completed. 


Aldershot. — MILITARY BULK SuPPLy.— The Urban 
District Council has completed arrangements with the War Office 
for a supply of electricity in bulk from the Camp generating 
Station. The estimated cost of the necessary feeders, converting 
machinery, switchboards, &c., is £18.060; the extension of the 
Council's own plant would coat about £25,000. 


Aylesbury.—Ixyurry.—On April 19th, Mr. M. K. 
North, Ministry of Health inspector, held an inquiry into the appli- 
cation of the Town Council to borrow £3,500 for the provision of 
electrical pumping plant at the sewage works, and also £1,144 for 
the laying of mains from the Council'à power station to the works. 
It was explained that hitherto the worka had been carried on by 
means of gas engines, but these were now worn out, and it was 
calculated that by the installation of electric motors a saving of 
£163 per annum could be effected. 


Bath.—Loan.—The Electricity Committee has decided 


to apply to the Electricity Commissioners for sanction to borrow 
£30,000 for mains, &o. j 


Blackpool, — INcREASED — DEMAND. — The electrical 
engineer states in his annual report that the withdrawal of 
restrictions on the purchase of materials for mains and service 
extensions has resulted in an abnormal number of applications for 
an electricity supply. The department has, for the first time, been 
compelled to institute a waiting list of consumers. The estimated 
profit on the year's working waa £6,000, compared with £5,269 in 
the previous year. The units generated were 8,568,523, an increase 
of 1,379,369, equivalent to about 20 per cent. There wasan increase 
of nearly 400,000 unita for tramway purposes. 


Bolton.— EFFECT or TRADE DkrRESSION.—The Elec- 
tricity Committee, on April 29th, considered a report from the 
electrical engineer making suggestions for counteracting the possible 
reduced demand for energy on the finances for the year ending 
March 31st next. Through trade depression there has been a con- 
siderable falling-off in the demand, and the engineer suggeated that, 
in order to redace expenditure, the extensions in progress at the 
Back-o'-th -Bank works should be slowed down temporarily. This 
was agreed to. f 


Bridlington.— PRICE INCREASE.—At a meeting of the 
Electricity Committee the town clerk reported that the Minister 
of Transport had made an order authorising an increased charge 
for electricity not exceeding the sum of IId. per unit, and also 
authorising the following minimum charges for electricity :— 
(a) In respect of each of the quarters ending March 31st and 
December 31st, for any amount up to 15 unite, 13s. 9d. ; (b) in 
reapect of each of the quarters ending June 30th and September 30th 
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for any amount up to 10 units. 9s. 2d. The Committee considered 
the advisability of increasing the minimum charge for electricity, 
which at the present time is 78. 6d. per quarter, and decided to 
defer the further consideration of the matter for the present, 


Continental.— FINLAxXD.—The Finnish Diet has voted 
F.Mk. 10,500,000 for the preliminaries to the canalisation of the 
Imatra and Anjala Falls, with a view to the establishment of 
po wer-stations there.— Economic Herieu. 

GERMANY.—Herr Hugo Stinnes has been asked to take in hand 
the project for watcr-power development in East Prus-ia. The 
waters which it is proposed to harness are those of the Masurian 
Lakes, which aupply the Aller, upon which the necessary dams and 
works will be constructed. 

PorRTUGAL.— A commission haa been appointed by the Portuguese 
Government to consider the advisability of establishing plant for 
tbe generation of electric power.— Times Trade Supplement, 


Durham.—AGREEMENT WITH COMPANY. The County 
Education Committee has concluded an agreement for a supply of 
electricity with the County of Durham E.P.D. Co. The terms of 
the agreement include the erection of a sub-station and purchase of 
plant by the Education Committee ; the plant is to be installed by 


the company at a cost of E680. Special prices have been arrauged 


Eallng.—LoaN SancTioneD.—The Council has received 
the sanction of the Electricity Commissioners to a loan of £28,895, 
to be utilised as follows :—Maina (specific extensions), £12 500; 
mains and services (prospective expenditure), 28.000; total, 
£20,500; transformers (prospective expenditure), £2,500 ; meters 
(prospective expenditure), £3,500 ; expenditure prior to March 3lst, 
1920— mains, £1.350, and meters, £1,045. The Council's appl'ca- 
tion was for £30.000. 


Electricity Districts, —LoxDoN AND Home COUNTIES.— 
The Electricity Commissioners bave given notice that they 
will hold a local inquiry at the Instituti of Electrical 
Engineers, Victoria Embankment, London, W.C., on Tuesday, 
June 14th, 1921, at 10.30 am. and the following days with 
reference to the area to be included in the proposed district and 
the objections and reprerentations which have been made, and to 
consider echemes which have been submitted respectively by (a) 
The London County Council; (5) The Conference of Local 
Authorities Owning Electricity Undertakings in Greater London ; 
(vc) The London Electricity Joint Committee, 1920, Ltd. ; 
[in each case for improving the existing supply of electricity, and 
for the formation of a Joint Electricity Authority]; (4) The 
Metropolitan Borough Council of Poplar [for improving the exist- 
ing supply of electricity in East London and District," and for 
the formation of a Joint Electricity Authority for such district] ; 
(e) The Great Eastern Railway Co.; and (/) The London, 
Brighton and South Coast Railway Co. [in both cases forimproving 
tHe existing supply of electricity]. Copies of the respective 
schemes may be obtained from the authorities concerned. 

AIRE AND CALDER.—The Bradford Corpcration has asked for 
a further postponement of the Leeds inquiry from May 18th, but 
the Electricity Commissioners, last week, refused it. There are, 
of course, possibilities of its further postponement if the miners’ 
strike continues. It ia expected that the inquiry might extend 
over 10 days, but efforts are to be made to bring it within & week 
if possible. Points of policy, rather than technicalities, are the 
main theme of dispute. 


Glasgow.—Mercury RECTIFIERS.—At a meeting of the 
Electricity Committee. relative to the acceptance of an offer by 
Messrs. Brown, Boveri & Co., Ltd., for the supply of mercury 
vapour rectifiers, which are being manufactured in Switzerland, 
the manager reported that considerable delay had taken place in 
the delivery of the rectifiers, and the Committee, after con- 
sideration, authorised him to visit the works of the contractors, 
with the view of ascertaining the cause of the delay and the pro- 
gress which had been made with the manufacture of the 
rectifiers. 

PROTECTION AGAINST FLooDps--The engineer and manager of 
the Corporation electricity department propoees to install a floating 
boom or fender on the river Clyde, with the view of obviating 
trouble which has arisen in times of flooding on the river, when 
heavy flouting dibris chokes the circulating water inlet in con- 
nection with the new Dalmarnock works. 


Great Harwood.— ELECTRICITY SUuPPLY.—The Council 
on April 20th received a letter from the town clerk of Blackburn, 
stating that the electrical engineer had informed him it was 
difficult, under present circumstances, to fix a date on which elec- 
tricity would be supplied to Great Harwood, but he might safely 
‘gay the supply would be available in parts of Great Harwood for 
next winter. 


Gulsborongh.— PROPOSED ELECTRICITY SUPPLY. — At 
a recent meeting of the Council a report on the question of the 
electric lighting of the town was referred to a meeting of the Council 
and representatives of the Cleveland and South Durham Electric 
Supply Co., Ltd. 


Hawarden.— ELECTRICITY SUPPLY.—A special meeting 
of the District Council has been held to consider the question of 
electricity supply, and the report of Mr. J. W. Speight. M I. E. E., 
A. M. I. Mech. E., on the proposed scheme for the supply of electricity 
to the district. The report stated that Mr. Speight had gone fully 
into the draft agreement with the Secretary of the War Office and 
the Joint Committee, and it was estimated that the capital 
expenditure required to obtain a supply from H.M. Factory at 


- & minimum cost and sufficient for all future demands. 


Queensferry would be roughly £50,300, to be divided amongst the 
various authcrities according to their rateable values. The 
apportionment of the Hawarden Rural District Council would, 
therefore, be £12,490. According tothe estimate of Mr. Britton 
(electrical engineer of Chester), the cost of generating at Queens. 
ferry was roughly 9d. per unit, and he understood that the Chester 
Corporation wag prepared to give a supply of electricity to the 
Hawarden Council in bulk at a price, including all charges. of 
626d. per unit. His estimate of the electricity required for 
light and power was 81,406 units. Mr. Speight was of opinion 
that the amount of capital the Council would have to subscrite 
if it were part of the Joint Committee, would be a serious obstacle 
to the undertaking at the commencement, but by arranging to take 
the supplies from Chester in bulk, it would not be burdened with 
a large capital expenditure in high-pressure transmission lines, 


Haywards Heath.— ELECTRICITY SuPPLY.—Applicaticn 
haa been made to the Electricity Commissioners by Mr. E. A. 
Bridge and others. for authority to generate and distribute elec. 
tricity for public and private purposes within the urban districts of 
Haywards Heath and Cuckfield. 


Hebden Bridge, —W ATER-PowER ScHEME.—The genera- 
tion of electricity by water power from tbe River Hebden, fl wing 
through the woods of Hardcastle Crags and the Hebden Bridge 
Valley, is contemplated by Mr. John OC. Mitchell, worsted manu. 
facturer, Old Town Mills, for the driving of his machinery, He 
has taken the necessary initial steps. 


Heysham.— ELECTRICITY Canvass.—In response to an 
inquiry with regard to the North Lancashire and South Cumberland 
Electricity Supply District, the District Council has agreed to take 
a canvass of the district to obtain an estimate of the probable con- 
sumption of electricity in the area. 


Leicester.—L0AN.—At a meeting of the Leicester Town 
Conocil, on Tuesday, a report submitted by the Tramways and 
Electricity Committee was adopted, deciding to make application 
to the Electricity Commissioners for sanction to borrow £723,(00 
for the first section of the new power station to be erected on the 
Freemen'a Meadow. Ald. Flint, the chairman of the committee, 
explained that the Commissioners had sanctioned £450.00 on 
account, stating that before they could deal with the balano. 
details would be required of the various items of expenditure 
The Committee, therefore, had decided to arrange for the inralla- 
tion of one 10,000-kW generator at the: present time, instead of two 
as Originally provided for. 


London.—STEPNEY.— The Finance and Parliamentary 
Committee recently had under consideration a claim from s biscuit 
manufacturing firm in the district for a sum of £175, the value of 
five tons of biscuits which, it was alleged, were destroyed by s 
stoppage of electric power. The claim was repudiated. 


Lowestoft.—Loan.—The Town Council is applying for 
sanction to borrow the sum of 381.385, which representa the 
expenditure incurred in purchasing the assets of the Oulton Broad 
Electricity Co.. acquired under the Provisional Order for the 
extension of the borough. 


Morecambe.— PRICE IN CREASE.— The Town Council 
last week approved a recommendation of the Eleotricity Committee 
that the price of electricity for lighting be increased from 8d. to 
9d. per unit. A proposed increase from 44d. to 5d. per unit for 
power was defeated. In the annual finance statement, last week, 
Alderman Jos. Snowdon said the street lighting department 
required £3,740 for the coming year, including £800 to be taken 
by the Gas Committee, and £1,330 by the Electricity Committee. 
The Electricity Committee estimated its deficiency at £2,124. 
including £1,650 special repairs to mains and batteries, The 
Electricity Committee was now having to pay 42s. per ton for coal, 
as against 88, 6d. per ton before the war, and the wages bill had 
increased four-fold. 


Preston.— REPORT ox ELECTRICITY SUPPLY.—Mr. J. A. 
Robertson, M. I. E. E., in a report to the Corporation on electricity 
supply, says that the capital neceasary for development can be raised 
more quickly by the Corporation which will have direct representa- 
tion on a joint authority. The Corporation,” he adds, is in the 
fortunate position of having a site close to the borough, upon which 
a modern station could be erected capableof producing electricity st 
The extent 
of Preston's requirements can be gauged by a reference to othe! 
towns with similar industrial conditions. In some towns the cor 
sumption of electricity per head of population exceeds 200 unii: 
the averages of nine Lancashire towns depending chiefly on the 
cotton industry is 127 units per head. In Preston the avere 
only 22, this being about the lowest consumption of any industris! 
town in the country. Immediate steps should be taken to o. 
struct a new station on the site aiready acquired on the south side 
of the Ribble. Allowing a period of two years for conetru t 
the staticn would be completed to meet the winter lcad of 1923-4. 
In the meantime the plant at Crown Street Station should be uxé 
to its fullest capacity. The new station would be designed t? 
venerate high-preseure three phase current, which woul 
de ivered by duplicate cables at 11,000-V pressure to rh 
Street. The Ribble site is directly open to the coal-fields of 50! 
and East Lancashire and West Yorkshire, Coal should be = 
veyei by aerial transporters from the dook railway system 1, 
deposited direct in overhead bunkers in the boiler boum, 
estimated capital expenditure for the new works is £879,000, 
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Newark, — Proposep EXTENSIONS. — At a meeting 
Of the Town Council on April 25th, it was proposed to postpone 
the scheme of extensions tor a period of two years owing 
to opposition on the part of several large firme in the district. 
The proposal was eventually defeated, and it was reso'ved to apply 
for a provisional order for powers to carry out the extensions. 


Rhymney.— PRoPosED  ErgorniciTY SUPPLY. — The 
Urban District Council has decidel to consult Mr. Ellis. of Cardiff, 
on the question of securing a supply of electricity for the town. 


York, — Hypno-ELECTRIC ScHEME. — The York City 
Council has been informed that the Electricity Commis- 
‘sioners do not approve at the present time of the Corporation's 
pK further with the Stamford Bridge hydro-electric 
scheme, 


The Grampian Schemes, —SETTLEMENT OF DIFFER- 
ENCES.—The Scotsman states that the differences between the 
Grampian Electricity Co. and the Lochaber Water Power Co. with 
regard to their respective schemes have been settled. The 
Grampian Co. has agreed to withdraw its application for the use of 
the Pattack waters in Laggan, thus leaving them free for the 
Lochaber scheme should it receive Parliamentary sanction. Upon 
this understanding the Lochaber Co. has also withdrawn its opposi- 
tion, so that the two schemes are no longer competitive. THe 
promoters of the Inverness-shire scheme have come toa friendly 
understanding with riparian proprietors and other individuals who 
lodged objectiors. The chief opposition that now remains is that 
BS fiahery and other interests or the lower reaches of the River 

pey. 

The Convener of Dundee Corporation Electricity Committee 
states that there is every possibility of the scheme being abandoned. 
The Corporation engineer had had some conversations with the 
syndicate during last week, and the culmination wasa letter stating 
that they had decided to abandon the Bill for the seseion. 


Wye (Kent) .— ELECTRICITY SuPPLY.—The Wye Lighting, 
Heating and Power Co, Ltd., is applying to the Electricity Commia- 
sionera for authority to provide and distribute electrical energy for 
lighting and heating for public and private purposes within a 
certain portion of the parish or township of Wye. 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Barrow-in-Furness, — NEW DkPór.—Operations have 


been commenced on the building of the new tramway depot. giving 
work to a number of unemployed men in the task of excavation. 
The new depót will provide & substantial enlargement of the 
present accommodation, and also mess and recreation-rooms for the 
tramway employ a. 

ELECTRIC VEHICLES,—At a meeting of the Town Council, on 
May 2nd, the Health Committee reported the receipt of a letter from 
the Ministry of Health, stating that it was not prepared at the 
present time to sanction a loan for the purchase of four electric 
vehicles, but in view of the necessity for increased apparatus to 
carry house refuse to the new Cocken Bridge Tip, and in order to 
avoid any relaxation in the present refuse collection service, it had 
been decided to sanction a loan of £3,520 for the purchase of two 
vehicles, and the Minister would be prepared to issue sanction toa 
loan of £800 for the provision of charging p!ant on being fur- 
nished with a copy of a resolution of the Council, authorising applica- 
tion for sanction to borrow for that purpose. It was decided by 
the Council to spprove a recommendation to defer consideration of 
the matter until the next meeting of the Health Committee. 


Birmingham.—ELEcTRIO VEuICLES.— The Salvage and 
Stables Department of the Birmingham Oorporation is making 
increasing use of electric vehicles for refuse collection. It 
reported this week to the City Council that deliveries under the 
contract with Edison's, Ltd., for 25 electric vehicles at £1,280 each 
had been completed. Three further vehicles had also been 
Gelivered for the sum of £1,804 each, and a fourth was to be 
purchased, The system of refuse collection had been wonderfully 
speeded up by the use of electric vehicles. The lighting of the 
depót was effected by an existing generator. The amount paid 
to the electricity supply department for power was approximately 
2 3.000 per annum, and it was estimated that there would bea 
total saving of approximately £2,000 per annum. : 


Bradford. — Ny W Cans. — The Tramways Committee 
recommends the expenditure of £13,000 on the building of seven 
raille:s trolley-cars—six of a type to be driven and conducted by 
one men. and one experimental double-deck car with six wheela. 
It is proposed to build the cars at the Thornbury depót of the 
Corporation, where the double-deck railless car at present in use 
was boi t. and from plars by the general manager. The advantages 
urzed are economy in running cost and smoothness in travel. It is 
claimed that the one-msn cars will save 4d. per mile. They will 
seat 30. one passenger more than the present single-deck railless 
cara. and they will have a smoking compartment. Mr. Wilkinson 
holds that the present cars are too frail for their work, and the new 
cars proposed will be much more substantial The six-wheel 
experiment has been f anctioned by the Ministry of Trans port. the 
contention being that the third axle will ansure smooth running 
and avoid wear and tear. The double-deck car is estimated to cost 
22,200, as against £1,800 for each of the others. 


COLLISION.—A collision occurred, last week, between a Corpora- 
tion electric tramcar on the Lidget Green route and a steam wagon 
belonging to Messrs. Mercer & Co.. haulage contractors. All the 
windows on one side of the lower saloon of the car were emashed, 
and the passengers were greatly alarmed, but there was no personal 
injury. 

TIRE CONTRACT.—Despite repeated criticism, the Tramways 
Committee has decided to reaftirm its original decision to place 
with the Anglo- Belgian Improvements Corporation. the order for 100 
steel tires. An error ia tendering had been made, in respect of the 
class of steel, and critics contended that the Committee had not 
subsequently given English tenderers proper opportunity. 


Chesterfleld.— TIME ExTENSION.—The Minister of Trans- 
port has extended the time until July, 1922, of the Chesterfield 
Corporation Act, 1914, for the completion of the tramwaya and 
railless system. 


Continental.— SpAIN.— In their report for last year, the 
Société des Tramways de Barcelona state that they are making 
preparations for various extensions and improvements in the 
electric tramways in Barcelona. In addition to extra rolling stock, 
much work requires to be done in connection with the track, 
especially at the crossings and points which were neglected during 
the war. The feeder system requires development, and in this 
connection three more 750-kW converters have been ordered for 
converting high-pressure alternating to continuous current. 
Already about 30 km. of new rails and a quantity of crossings and 
points have arrived in Barcelona. 


BELGIUM.—The Labour demonstration of May lst left Brussels 
without a tramway service, and motor-omnibuses were extensively 
employed. The company running the Antwerp cars pointed out to 
the employés that & cessation of work would constitute a breach 
of agreement, and it was decided, therefore, to ran the cars on 
May Ist. 


Edinburgh.— TkRamway ELECTRIFICATION.—The Corpora- 
tion Tramway Committee has agreed to the electrification of the 
Broughton route, in addition to the Liberton section of the 
tramways. 


Guiseley — Protest AdAINST Fare INcREASE.— The 
Urban District Council last week decided to enter a formal proteat 
against the Leeds tramway department's proposal to apply for 
powers to advance the statutory maximum fares from Id. to 2d. 
per mile, and workmen's fares from 4d. to ld. per mile. z 


Hallfax.— TRACK RENEWALS.—The Tramways and Elec- 
tricity Committee has recommended the relaying. &c., of certain 
portions of the tramway track on the Causeway Foot section st an 
estimated cost of £36,050, and the relaying of the track on the 
Pellon section at an estimated cost of &19,500. 


Huddersfleld.—CoLLISITON.— A Corporation tramcar and 
a heavily-loaded motor wagon collided in the Hudderafield Market 
Place on Friday night laat, and the driver of the wagon, Charles H. 
Terry, of Bradford, had to be taken to the Infirmary with severe 
injuries. The driver of the tramcar and another man on the 
wagon were slightly hurt. 


Hull.— DECORATED Cars.—In an endeavour to beautify 
and brighten up the city, the Hull Corporation has put two gaily- 
painted tramcars into commission. Owing to their success it ie 
intended to paint several more. The decorations consist of coats- 
of-arms and artistic designs. 


London, — TRAFFIC Co-orpinaTion. — The London 
County Council ie recommended by the Special Committee of 
Inquiry on Tramways to ask for the introduction by the Govern- 
ment of legislation to make provision for the unified operation of 
local passenger transport undertakinga in Greater London, and for 
the getting up for such area of a municipal traffic control authority, 
to be appointed by the local authorities affected. ""he report 
points out that in Greater London there are some 122 road author- 
ities exerciaing various powers of control. There are now being 
operated in this area about 17 systems of tramways and a large 
number of motor-omnibus undertakings, with numerous local 
railway systems in addition. The opinion is expressed that if the 
undertakings were worked in co-ordination, very great benefits 
could at once be secured for the public, while considerable financial 
advantages would accrue to the individual undertakings.— 


Morning Post. 


Rawtenstall.— Loss IN Workina.—There was a loss of 
£1,716 on the tramways and £6,154 on electricity during the past 
year. 


Sunderland. ABOLITION OF WoRKMEN's l'AnEs.— The 
Tramways Committee has received the sanction of the Ministry of 
Transport to the abolition of workmen's fares, Artisans, mechanics 
ani labourera are now being charged the full fare when going to or 
returning from work. 

LoaN.—Permission is to be sought to borrow the necessary 
money for doubling the track from Spelter Work: Road to the 
Grangetown terminus, to effect an improvement in the Barley Mow 
Bank, Ryhope Road, and to construct an additional entrance into 
the Wheatsheaf depot ria Dundas Street. 
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TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Australia, — IMPERIAL WIRELESS. — Mr. Wise, the 
Australian Postmaster-General, states that preliminary action was 
taken early this year for the selection of a site in Western 
Australia, on which to erect a wireless station in connection with 
the Imperial chain. 


The Telephone Service,—Mr. Pike Pease (Assistant 
Postmaster-General) in reply to questions in the House of 
Commons, said that about 9,800 telephone subscribers had given 
notice to terminate their agreementa during the four months ended 
March, 1921. As nearly as could be ascertained. about 3,000 of 
those notices were the result of the increased charges. The total 
number of telephones in service at December 31st, 1920, in the 
United Kingdom was 988,500, and in the United States approxi- 
mately 13,500,000. The ratio of telephones to population was one 
telephone to every 47 inhabitants in the United Kingdom, and one 
to every eight inhabitants in the United States. 

According to Sir W. Noble, engineer-in-chief to the Post Office, 
about £10,000 per annum is spent on telephone research work, but 
in America the telegraph and telephone companies spent £1,0€0 000 
a year on such work. Automatic stations were working satis- 
factorily ; at present they had 15 such stations established in 
which four different systems were working, and a fifth would be 
tried shortly. Of the four systems, one was less satisfactory than 
the others, and would not be used again. Up to the outbreak of 
the war the automatic system had not proved more economical 
than the manual system, but with the increase in operatora' wages 
it would prove more economical. 

“Bookmakers are apparently the only people who appreciate the 
facilities offered by the Post Office for letters to be dictated by 
telephone," said Mr. J. Scott, the Birmingham Postmaster, address- 
ing the local Rotary Club recently. 

Thirty words could be taken down at the head office, the Govern- 


ment providing the paper, and the caller only had to pay for the 
stamp. 


United States.— ELEOTRICAL SronM.—On March 5th, 
during an ordinary electrical storm, a violent electrical aerial dis- 
charge occurred at Kendalle, Wisconsin. It had the results and 
characteristics of an explosion of dynamite, but upon investigation it 
was found that it was entirely an electrical phenomenon, although 
it waa not concentrated at any point, but was distributed over an 
appreciable area. The concussion was so severe that in nearly 
every businesa building window panes were shattered. Overhead 
wires, such as those of telephone, telegraph and power circuits, were 
mostly affected. The telegraph circuits along the Chicago and 
North-western right of way were all earthed through air gap protec- 
tors in the North-western station. The insulated copper earth wire 
between the protectors and the earth connections was fused, 
several holes were blown through the insulation, and the molten 
copper metal was compl-tely blown out of the insulating covering. 
Isolated parts of the te.ephone equipment used for train dispatching 
were burned and destroyed. The bottom of the cable bcx at the 
open wire terminal, which is about 150 ft. from the station, was 
completely blown out, but otherwise box and equipment were 
uninjured. Practically all telephone circuits at Kendallg and in 
the immediate vicinity were out of service due to thia storm. The 
relays controlling the crossing bells on the Chicago and North- 
western Railway were burned so that the bella rang continuously, 
which added more tothe confusion. In the power house supplying 
the electrical energy for the city of Kendalls the switches on the 
power board were twisted into irregular shapes —7. and T. Age. 

CABLE LANDINGS. — Senator Kellog’s Bill authorising the 
United States President to rezulate the landings of submarine 
cables has passed the Senate. The measure now goes to the House 
of Representatives, says 7h, Times, 


United States Iado-China Wireless.—AÀ commercial 
service was inaugurated, on May Ist, by the naval wireless system 
between the United States and Indo-China ria Hawaii and the 
Philippines.— Reuter’s Trade Service (Washington). 


Wireless Telegraphy. — ELWELL-POULSEN ARCS ON 
BOARD SHIP.—The Cunard Co. has installed Elwell-Poulsen aro 
equipments on some of its larger linera, and some very satisfactory 
results are being obtained. The first ship to be fitted was the 
` Caronia, and the resulta of several trips which she has made are 
now available, On the Atlantic route, communication is main- 
tained direct with the shore stations throughout the passage. 
Very good ranges are also obtained with the Polar " spark equip- 
ment with which the Caronia is fitted in addition to the arc. at 
certain places on the route, however, spark jamming and 
atmospherics are particularly bad, and it is then that the arc is 
particularly valuable in getting messages through. 

The 8.8. Caronia has recently completed a cruise in the Mediter- 
ranean, acd the operator reports that the greatest range obtained 
with the arc was with Bar Harbour, on February 25th, at 6.12 a.m., 
at a distance of about 2.423 miles, when continuous communication 
was maintained with New York, 

Bar Harbour a'so received signals on February 22nd, at 
9.30 p.m., while working to Devizes, this distance being about 3.500 
miles. aud while the s.s. Caronia was still in the Mediterranean. 
At 7.35 a m. on February 25th communication was established 
with Norfoik, Va, at aporoximate'y 2.815 miles. Devizes was also 
communicated with on January 19th, at 6.50 a.m., at approximately 
2 0t O miles. 


During the Mediterranean cruise, communication was kept up 
practically throughout with Devizes, despite bed jamming from 
spark and arc stations in the vicinity. 

Although the main p rtions of the Caronia's aro equipment are 
those of a standard land station, there are several pointe of 
interest, A special me hod of keying is employed so that no 
spacing wave is radiated, and the power taken by the arc during 
the spacing period is con:ilerably less than that during marking. 
Easy starting and a clear note are helped by the use of a 
separate alcohol vap rier in the place of the usual drip-fecd 
arrangement. 


NEW  MEsSAGE RECORDER.— The feat of recording auto 
graphically wireless signala from great distances has been accom- 
plished by two Burenu of Standards physicists, at Washingtos, 
D. C.—Drs. B. A. Eckhardt and J, C. Karcher—who have demon. 
strated that their apparatus can pick up signals sent out from 
Lyons, France, 4,000 miles away, and automatically transform them 
into ink lines on a chart that can be read easily. They also have 
been able to place in the same circuit ard record with the same pen 
the ticks of a chronometer and the Naval Observatory time sig nals 
that are sent out regularly by Annapolis. 

The new device is hailed ad the leading apparatus of the day 
from the standpoint of the astronomer, geographer, and surveyor. 
Scientists have been striving to invent it for the last 10 years. 
With it the longitude of any spot far away from cables avd wires 
can be determined to within two-hundredths second of time or 
35 ft., itis said. It was to fill that need of an autographic wireless 
time-recording apparatus to replace the present wire telegraphic 
ear-recorded methods of making scientific time observations that 
the Bureau of Standards began ita work at the request of the 
Coast Geodetic Survey. Because of the relative simplicity and 
compactness of the apparatus and its ease of operation, it is 
expected it will find numerous commercial applications, especially 
in stations that cannot afford a highly-trained operator. 

Briefly, the signal comes in and starts oscillations in s local 
circuit, which releases enough looal steady current to operate a 
relay, which in turn through another local circuit operates the 
chronograph pen. The chronograph drum moves a sheet of paper 
past the pen at a uniform rate. and the signals are recorded as sums 
in the line, short humps for dots and long ones for dashes. By 
means of winding the actuating magnets in different directions it 
is possible to record simultaneously with the same pen the seconds 
of local time as furnished by the local standard chronometer and 
compare them with standard wireless observatory time without the 
errors of "lag of the instrumenta. ; 

The chronographic recording drum used is that developed and in 
use by the Coast Geodetic Survey. A single electron tube operating 
at a low voltage furnished by a portable battery is sufficient to 
receive far-off Lyons, even when a poorly located temporary 
antenne is used. 

The new apparatus is compact and not highly complicated, and 
the Coast Survey will use it in its field work during the coming 
gummer. Captain G. D. Cowie, of the Survey. is now working 
with Drs. Eckhardt and Karcher at the Bureau of Standards on the 
new field sets being made.—7. J T. Age. 

CONTINENTAL SERVICE.—Mr. Pike Pease, during the Parlia- 
mentary debates, last week, stated that,, under present conditions, 
the Anglo- Continental telegraph service is doubtfully remunerative. 
In the opinion of the Government it is not expedient to debar 
private wireless companies from conducting services with 
Continental countries, provided they are willing to submit 
to the conditions which the Government thinks it necessary to 
impose. 

WIRELESS INTERFERENCE,— Mr. F. King Vreeland, the well- 
known wireless telegraph engineer, i8 perfecting & device that it 18 
stated will prevent interference in wireless signals. He is con- 
ducting his experimenta at the Stephens Institute of Technology, 
Hoboken, N.J.—7. and 1. Age. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The date given in parentheses at the end of the paragraph indicata 
the issue of the ELEOTRICAL REVIEW in which the Official 
Notice" appeared.) ° 


OPEN. 


Argentina.—June 13th. The Department of Overseas 
Trade has been informed by telegram that the Department oi 
Sanitary Works is calling for tenders for the supply and erecto! 
of electric power batteries and lighting plent at Mar del Pista 
Local representation is essential. When a copy of the specifici 
is received by the Department of Overseas Trade it wiil b» mse 
available for consultation. 

BUENOS AIRES.—June 3rd. Board of Sanitary Works. Supply 
and erection of the plant and accessories for a new generating 
station, previous tendera having been called for in 1919 and 10020. 
The plant comprises three four-cycle Diesel engines of 315 hp. 
and adapted to run on crude petroleum from Comodoro Rivadavia. 
and three three-phase alternators, each of 250-kW, 2,200 voit 
between phases, 50 cycles and a power factor of 8.“ 

Port Authorities. Supply of 19 electric eranee.— Renter's Trade 
Service (Buenos Ay res’ 
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Australia.—M ELBOURNE,— Postmaster-General's Depart- 
ment May 3lst. Telephone switchboards (Schedule No 1,670.) 
29,500 porous cells, No. | size to specification (Schedule No. 1,685) ; 
20] tons ammonium chloride (Schedule No. 1,683).* 


Jane 15th. Victorian Government Railways. 50 oil-immersed 
single-phase track and signal transformers for power signalling 
(Contract No. 33,901).* 

June 22nd. One eleotria lifting magnet (capacity § ton), one 
440-V motor generator. 

June 29th. Supply of 1-ton platform type industrial storage 
battery truoks, also battery-charging equipment.— Reuters Trade 
Service (Melbourne). 

August 10th. 250 oore-type impedance bonds for power 
signalling, with a capacity of 1,000 amperes per rail; also 50 
miles of solid insulated copper wire, No. 14 Brown & Sharpe 
gauge, and 50 miles of solid insulated copper wire, 16 standard 
gauge. 

August 17th. 3,090 sets of renewals for cauatic soda primary 


cells.— Reuter’s Trade Service (Melbourne). 

August 30th. Board of Works. Four electrical centrifugal 
pumps, each with a capacity of twelve million gallons daily.— 
Heuter's Trade Service (Melbourne). 

PERTH.—May 25th.  Postmaster-General's Department. 
work, as pər Schedule 704. (April 22nd). 


Belginm.— May 27th. The Service d’Etudes et de 
Controle des Applications de l'Electricitó, 52, Boulevard du Regent, 
Brussels. For the supply and installation of ten electrically- 
operated capstans in connection with the locks on the Upper 
Scheldt. 

BRUSSELS.—May llth. Belgian Post and Telegraph authorities 
at La Salle de la Madeleine, Brussels. Supply of a quantity of 
telegraphic and telephonic apparatus, including 600 Morse 
manipulators and 250 milli-amperemeters, 

Municipal authorities of Gistoux, Province of Brabant. Tenders 
for the establishment of an electric-lighting system in the town. 


Edinbargh.—May 26th. Electricity Department. E.h.p. 
and l.p. switchgear for sub-station. (April 29th.) 


Iron- 


Fiji Istands.—The municipality of Suva invites tenders, 
closing June 30th, for the aupply and erection of a 200-kW, 
480/520-V, three-wire, d.o. generator, directly coupled to a 300-h.p. 
vertical Diesel oil engine, together with accessories for generator 
and panel.— Jeuter's Trude Service (Melbourne). 


Glasgow.— May 31st. Electricity Department. 
(including small ir. cables and flexibles) and meters for twelve 
months, (See this issue.) 


London.—PADvDNGTrON.— May 12th. G.W.R. Three 
months' supply of stores, including telegraph instruments and 
apparatus, electrical wire aud ca^les, &c. (Ses this issue.) 

L.C.C.—Tbe Highways Committee ia inviting tenders for feeder 
pillar earth panels and switch b xes required at sub-stations. 


Manchester.— May 10th. Electricity Department. Weld- 
less steel lamp cou ons. (See this issue.) 

May 10th. Tramways Committee. Electrolytic copper and 
bror ze trolley wire. Mr. J. M. McElroy, general manager, 55, 
Piccadilly. 


Mexborough. — May 21st. Urban District Council. 
lectricity Department. One 730-kW rotary converter with 
transformer. (See this issue.) 


Newcastle-on-Tyne. — May 17th. Electricity Supply 
Department, Half-a-mile single, l.p., lead-covered, steel-armoured 
main cable. (See this issue.) 


New Zealaud.— June 28th. Public Works Department. 
Teu s.p. oil-filled transformers for the conversion of three-phase 
current at 50 cycles, the voltage ratio being 50,000/11,000, for 
Waikato power scheme.* ö 

June 28th. Supply and delivery at Lyttelton of two 50-kVA, 
two 100-kVA and two 200-k VA condensers in connection with the 
Lake Ooleridge electric power supply (Section 116).* 


Sale,— Urban District Council. Electricity Department. 
Converting plant, complete with e. h. p. and I. p., d.c. switchboards, 
(See this issue.) i 


Sonth Africa.— Electrifi ation of Capetown-Simonstown 
and Durban-Maritzburg lines. The date for the receipt of tenders 
has been extended to July 5th. (See this issue.) 


Southampton. — May 14h. Electricity Department. 
3-phase, 6,003J-V cable. (See this issue.) 


Uruguay. — June 28th. Ministry of Pablic Works. 
Three electric gantry cranes and a Temperley " type aerial trans- 
porter for the Port of Paysandu. Tenders in Spanish and framed 
in accordance with the model to the Ministry of Pablio Works.“ 


A copy of the specification, &o., can be consulted at the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35. Old Queen Street, S. W. I. 


Cables 


CLOSED., 


Barnstaple.—Town Council :— 
Induced draught fan, £87.— Messrs. Bryant. 


Birmingham.— Salvage and Stables Department. Ac- 
cepted :— 


Charging plant for electrio vehicles, &., £7,3°0.—Brightside Foundry and 
Engineering Co., Ltd. 


Belgium,—The Belgian Post and Telegraph authorities 
in Brussels recently invited tenders for the establishment of a 
high-power post at the Government wireless telegraph station at 
Ruysselede. Four tenders were received, the lowest being that of 
the Federal Telegraph Co., San Francisco, U.8.A., which quoted 
$575,000, c.i.f. Antwerp. 


Glasgow.—Corporation. Electricity Committee. Recom- 
mended : — 


Switchboards for the Buchanan Street and Cadogan Street sub-stations: 
£71,441. — Messrs, Ferguson, Pailin, Ltd. 


Lelcester.—Town Council. Accepted :— 

One 10,000-kW tarbo-generator set, with condenser by W. H, Allen, Son, 
and Co., £91,394.—English Electric Co., Ltd. 

Delivery within seven months is guaranteed. Ten British firms 
and three Swiss firms submitted tenders. The tender accepted was 
the lowest of the British. The highest was £102,169. The foreign 
quotations were lower than the English, bat contained stipulations 
and refusal to submit to penalties for the non-fulfilment of the con- 
tract. The English Electric Co. has also prepared plans for the 
necessary buildings, and its temder for this part of the work amounts 
to £187,300. The company is also prepared to undertake to have the 
buildings erected and the plant running within twelve months of 
the date of the contract. The estimated cost of the boiler is 


£125,000. 
London. — Stepney. — Electricity Supply Committee. 
Accepted :— 
150/160 tons Northumberland D.C.B. slack, 286, 1d. per ton.—Charringtou 
Dale & Co. 


One cargo Cowpen Northumberland iin. to l}-in. nuts, 398. 6d. ton 
200 tons Welbeck l-in. slack, 498. 8d. per ton.— E. Foster & Co. 

12 wagons New Hucknall $-in. main slack, 488. ton.—C. Franklin. 

19 wagons Selston Bright slack, 44s. ton.—Milner, Thomas & Co., Ltd. 

Two barges New Hucknall B- in. low main slack, 478. 1d.—4A. Blackman t 

i mie D” troughs and covers, £105. Sutton & Co. (accepted). 

v,miies “A” and '' C" and 3j miles D” troughs and covers; 21 miles 
3 in., 44 miles, 4 in., 9- way earthenware conduits — 


Sutton & Co. (accepted) 2 = oe .. £11,921 
W. T. Healey’s Telegraph Works Co. ks " 14,466 
Siemens Bros, & Co., Ltd. " 12,670 


One 6,600.V trifurcating box, £181.—A. Reyrolle & Co., Ltd. (accepted). 
Repairs to electric van, £25J.—Agricultura! & General Engineers, Ltd. 
(accepted). 


Manchester.— Electricity Committee. Accepted: 


Switchgear for 2,50)-kW and 1,500-kW motor converters at Dickinson 
Street sub-station, battery booster, short-circuiting switch.—Bertram 


Thomas, 

Cables. — Pirelli-General Cable Works, Ltd., and W. T. Henley's Telegraph 
W orks Co., Ltd. 

Perth.—Accepted :— $ 

Additional generating plant at Friarton Works, £15,000.—W. H. Allen, Son 
and Co., Ltd. 


Salford.— Watch Committee. Accepted :— 
Installation of electric light at the Chapel Street police station, £50.— 
Lincoln, Chambers & Co. 
Education Committee. 
Electric light installation, £261,—W. Smith & Co. 
Electricity Committee. 


Erectioa of transformer sub.stations at Weaste, £32); at Lower Kersa 
£388, —Moseley Construction Co., Ltd. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Edinburgh Electrical Society.—Friday, May 6th. At the Philosophica 


Institute. At 8 p.m. Annual meeting. 
ntgen Society.—Friday, May 6th. At Manchester. Paper by Prot. W. J. 
haat ts anda demonstration by Prof. A. V. Hill. 


London Association of Foremen Engineers.—Saturday, May 7th, At the 
Cannon Street Hotel. Sizty-eighth anniversary festival. 

Batti-Wallahs.—Monday, May 9th. Lunch at the Holborn Re:taurant. At 
l p.m. Speaker, Canon H. Bickersteth Ottley. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers.— 
North-Eastern Centre.—Monday, May fth. At the Armstrong Col. 
lege, Newcastle. At 7.15 p.m. Annual genera! meeting. 
South-Midland Centre (Students' Section). — Tuesday, Mey 10th. 
At the Birmingham University. At 7.80 p.m. Annual general meeting. 
Faraday Society.— Monday, May 9th. At Burlington House, Piccadilly, W. 
At8 p.m. Ordinary meeting. 
nal Association of Supervising Electricians.—Tuesday, May 10th. 
Nano St. Bride's Institute, Bride Lane, E At 7 p.m. Paper on Electric 
Light Wiring Systems,” by Mr. F. T. Alldread. 


ilway Signal Eogineers.— Wednesday, May 11th. Atthe 
iai rev e Hotel, A 5 N. W. AtS n ee on the 
Reports of the Sub-Committees on Track Circuit Nomenclature and 
t Track Circuit Record Forms." 
sical Society of London.—Friday, May 13th. At the Imperial College 
of Scienze, South Kensing on, S.W. At 5 p.m. Ordinary scientific 
meeting. 
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NOTES. 


Birmingham Electrical Goifing Soclety.—The Spring 
meeting was held on the coure of the Robin Hood Golf Club, on 
April 26th. under ideal conditions. The " Trade" Cup was won 
by T. P. Holder (4), 78, A. Pearson being second with (12) 79, and 
J. H. Harpin third with (12) 81. J. H. Berry won the sealed nine 
holes with (9) 41. There was a representative gathering, and the 
event was keenly enjoyed. It is proposed to hold the Summer 
meeting early in June, 


Apprenticeship Association.—The fifteenth annual report 
of the Skilled Employment and Apprenticeship Association shows 
that during 1920, 355 boys and 214 girls were placed by tue 
Association ; 118 boys were apprenticed to the engineering and 
heavy-metal trades and 41 to instrument making. A total of 
1,605 cases was dealt with during the year by the London 


Committees, and it is pleasing to note that the subscriptions and 
donations were incressed by a special effort on the part of the 
Committecs. In spite of this however, the Associaton finished the 
year with a deficit of £20. 


What Hydro-Electric Development Means to Industry.— 
In the west of the United States, where industrial progress is 
dependent upon the development of hydro-electric energy, every 
effort is being made to demonstrate to the public the direct results 
of such development. An effective appeal to the layman has been 
formulated by Mr. J. M. Morris, of the Westinghouse Electric and 
Manufacturing Co., Los Angeles. 

The basis of the appeal is four chafts which have been prepared 
from actual data on present conditions by the Southern California 
Edison Co. 

One of the charts shows the comperatively large sum of money 
that must be spent in utilising the energy as compared with the 
cost of generation, transmission, and distribution. This is shown 
as indicative of the huge sums that will be spent annually in the 
electrical industry in the West. We reproduce from the Electrical 
World this chart, which aleo bears the following statement :— 


| KW Gen.rator Capacth 
I KW Step-up Trerstorrrers 
MERE 


—— — —————.— 863500 


London Traffic.— London Members of Parliament met 
on April 28th, with Mr. J. D. Gilbert in the chair, further to 
discuss the question of traffic congestion in the metropolis. As the 
result, a Sub-Committee was appointed to consider the suggestion 
of the Ministry of Transport that the London members should 
assist in framing proposals to deal with the problem. The Com- 
mittee is to consist of Mr. Kennedy Jones, Mr. Gilbert, Viscount 
Curzon, Mr. Purchase, and Sir William Bull.—77e Times. 


The Attraction of Good Lighting.— To convert the 
wealthy corporation to a new principle or method of business, or. 
at any rate, to bring it to the stage of interest and experiment, isa 
relatively simple matter. In connection, for example, with the 
lighting of shop windows, little difficulty has been experienced in 
persuading the big department stores to install up-to-date 
systems. Small traders, however, have not been convinced so 


. easily of the advantages of scientific design, and the majority of 


suburban shops pathetically exemplify the futility of pouring the 
new wine of gas-filled lamps into the old bottles of obsolete 
equipment. 

Here and there one may see windows lighted adequately and 
artistically, and yet more rarely a small community of well- 
illuminated shops may be discovered. Such an aggregation is to 
be seen at Palmer's Green. Messrs. J. Prosper & Sons, the 
local electrical contractors, sre lighting enthusiasts (this in itself 
is & very useful basis for successful propaganda), and they have 
the further merit of recognising that practice is far more efficacious 
than precept. By equipping their own shop window with 
concealed " X-ray " reflectors and Mazda gasfilled lamps, and 
thus distinguishing it from the windows on either side, the firm 
created a feeling of discontent among its neighbours to such 
excellent effect that within a few weeks 12 shops in the same 
block had installed X- ray equipment. 


Educational.—At a meeting of the Swansea Electricity 
Committee a letter was read from Dr. T. Franklin Sibly, the 
Principal of the University College of Swansea, stating that they 
were seeking to secure for the engineering department of the 
College, the advantage of occasional courses by engineers of bigh 
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Estimated cost of future power development on Pacific Coast, 
$50,000,000-$70,000,000 per year. 

On a basis of $50,000,000 per year this represents approximately 
140,000 kW in generator capacity. 

Represents $105,000,000 per year in wiring (including labour), 
motors, lamps, and appliances. 

The other charts present different aspects of the argument, either 
graphically or verbally. Thus one states that the kW in addi- 
tional electric power, at a cost of. $350, makes possible the 
building of one home, the irrigation of four acres, and the emvloy- 


ment of one person in an industry, and means $6,000 to the 


community." 


Appointment Vacant.— Electrical engineer and manager 
for the Abertillery Urban District Council. See our advertisement 
pages to-day. 

Several vacancies for Junior Inspectors of Factories under the 
Home Office will be filled shortly at a salary of £200, rising by 
£15 a year to £350, and a war bonus, Candidates should send in 
applications before May 21st. Particulars may be obtained from 
the Private Secretary, Home Office, Whitehall, S.W.1. Appoint- 
ment ie by competitive examination. The age limits are 23 to 
30 years on August Ist, 1921, with a pcasible extension up to 35 
years in case of men who have had 10 years’ experience. Prefer- 
ence will be given to those who have served with H.M. Forces 
in the war. 


professional standing in the district, and inquiring whether the 
Council would be prepared to allow the borough electrical engineer. 
Mr. J. W. Burr, to deliver an alvauced course of special leotures in 
the College if invited to do so by the Council of the College. Mr. 
Burr had intimated his willingness to undertake the course on the 
understanding that no remuneration should be paid to him. The 
Committee, highly appreciating the honour paid to Mr. Burr, 
readily consented to his giving the course of lectures. 

LEEDS.—Owing to the supply of wireless operators being 
understood to be in excess of the demand. the class for tram- 
ing such operators at the Leeds Central Technical School is to be 
closed. 

ITALY.—In order to provide skilled staffs, it has been decided to 
found a Laboratorio-Scuola di  Radiotrasmiesioni in the Vis 
Cappuccio, in Milan. The Government, local societies, and 
manufacturers have joined financial forces to realise the under 
taking. : 

FINSBURY TECHNICAL COLLEGE. — The. Governing Body of 
the Finsbury Technical College announces that the entrance 
examination for the Session 1921-22 will be held on Tute 
day. September 20th next. Applications for admission should 
be forwarded to the College not later than September 15th on 
forms to be obtained from the Registrar, Leonard Street, City 
Road, E.C. The programme of the Oollege is under revision, 
will be issued in due course. | 
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The Dangers of Radium.—Concerned by the dangers 
attending tue application ot radium, the French. Academy of 
Meaicine has appointed a committee to frame a list of 
Measures or precaution. ‘Lhe decision followed the reading ot 
à paper by trot. Border, ot Lyons University, who deciared 
that ine aangers incurred by those manipulating radium were 
tar greater tnan those taced by X-ray operators. While the 
ravages ot the X-rays are Visible at an early stage on the 
hanas, radium works insidiously on the marrow of the bones 
and on the spleen, the damage being unknown to the victim 
until one day he finds his health undermined by a pernicious 
anemia, which may be fatal. Dr. Béclére, who for years has 
employed radium at the Saint Antoine Hospital, is rather 
optimistic. He thinks that if certain precautions already 
known are followed, the dangers become very slight. The 
salts of radium, he states, should not be touched by the hands, 
but by instruments. ‘lhe wooden table at which the operator 
sits should have a leaf of lead to avert risk to the legs, for 
the radium rays pass easily through wood. The chest of the 
operator should aiso be protected by a shield of lead, and he 
should wear spectacles, which, though of clear glass, ought to 
contain salts of lead. In that way, says Dr. Béclére, only 
the m ure exposed, and those very slghtly.—Daily Tele- 
graph. 


The Electrification of a Diamond-Cnttind Factory.— 
The most important of the factories erected by Sir Bernard 
Oppenheimer, under his scheme for training ex-Service men 
in the diamond-cutting industry, is that at Brighton, where 
operations are carried out on a commercial basis, the men 
being enabled to earn a wage which,, though not very large 
at first, soon compares favourably with that earned in other 
skilled trades. ' 

The Brighton factory has been equipped throughout on most 
modern lines, and the buildings are so commodious, well- 
lighted, and ciean, that the recovery of the men is undoubtedly 
accelerated by their surroundings. 

‘The whole of the power required for driving the various 
sawing, cutting, and polishing machines is electric, the work- 
shops containing in ull 105 motors with the necessary control 
gear and each bay about 100 polishing units. 

Both d.c. and a.c. power 1s brought in from the mains of 
the Brighton Corporation. The former is a 460-volt, 3-wire, 
supply for lighting, and the latter is 6,000 volt, 3-phase, trans- 
formed down to 400 volts, and distributed to the motor circuits 
by a switchboard. 

The first step necessary on receipt of the uncut diamond 
is to mark it out; it is then sawn into suitable sizes, which 18 
accomplished by means of saws driven from line shafts, two 
10 h.p. squirrel cage motors running at 960 r.p.m., being re- 
quired in the saw room. It is interesting to note that the saw 
blades used are of phosphor bronze, 3/1,000ths of an inch 
thick. They are trued up in centres, and on them is pressed 
diamond dust and olive oil so as to produce the required 
degree of cutting power. The saw-making sets are driven 
by 1/10 h.p. motors at 2.000 r.p.m., and there are 1,500 
polishing units installed. The polishing bays are each equipped 
with six 734-h.p. disks at a speed of 2,400 r.p.m. Each motor 
in these bays, as throughout the installation, is controlled by a 
special auto-transformer starter panel. 

From the electrical point of view the chief interest lies 
in the extent to which the electric drive fits in with the main 
object kept in view in laying out the factory and its equip- 
ment—that is, the provision of simple, clean, and efficient 
methods of carrying out the various processes involved. 

The lighting scheme, by a suitable combination of general 
and local units, enables a high degree of illumination to be 
concentrated upon any part of the work in hand. 

The whole of the electrical equipment for both power and 
lighting was supplied and erected by the General Electric 

. U 


Co.. Ltd 
Miners’ Electric Cap Lamps. — The Miners’ Lamps 


Committee, as a result of its investigation into the question 
of the safety and practicability of miners' electric cap lamps, 
has advised the Secretary for Mines that he should approve 
such lamps for general] use in mines under the Coal Mines 
Act, subject to each type of lamp passing the necessary official 
tests as to its safety and mechanical soundness. The type 
of cap lamp made by Messrs. Oldham & Son, Ltd., Denton, 
near Manchester, having passed these tests and been put 
through a series of practical trials in coal pits extending 
over many months, has been approved by Order, dated April 
20th. made under Section 33 of the Coal Mines Act, 1911. 
Applications for the approval of types of cap lamp of other 
makes are now being dealt with by the Mines Department. 
The Order of April 20th, which is now in the press, and will 
be published shortly, also approves the following new types 
of miners’ electric hand lamps :— 

Pearson Ni+ Fe lamp, made by the Alkaline Miners’ 
Lamps, Ltd., Stratford. 

Patterson type G-1 lamp, made by Messrs. Patterson & Co., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

. The Federation lamp, made by the Federation Lamp Co.. 
Sheffield. 

The Adams lamp, made by Messrs. Adam Bros, (Longton), 
Ltd., of Longton, Staffs. 


Wanted—A Motor.—The engineer-in-chief and manager 
of the snaughai Municipal Gounou blectricity Department Mr. 
T. H. U. Aluridge, M. I. N. E.), hus seut us tne following letter 
received from a Chinese client, whion indicates that une virtues 
or the eleourio motor are being 1uiiy appreciated in Shanghai :— 
Dune to tne tact that we are fal w make profit by using 2 
engine, which by ite slowness in work, expensive in charges and 
also dirty and noisy. Ihe eugine we:are now using is 12 h.p. 
Having learned that an electric motor is a hasty and energetic 
worker, it works quievly, expends coonomioully, locates only a 
small space, and 18 väsy tO Uperate. By the above several goodness 
we would like tO make a Change, and it Might satisiy us when 
taking into use. Hope you wul send us one for our benefit at 
your earliest convenience,’ 


Deputy Wardenship of the Standards.—The President 
of the Board of Irade, by arrangement with the Lord Presi- 
dent of the Council, has appointed Mr. J. E. Sears, junr., 
C. B. E., M.A., A. M. Inst. C. E., F. Inst. P., to be Deputy Warden 
of the Standards in succession to Major P. A. Mac Mahon. 
F.. R. S., who has retired under the age limit. Mr. Sears is 
Superintendent of the Meteorology Department at the National 
Physical Laboratory, under the Department of Scientific and 
industrial Hesearch, and will continue to hold that post in 
ae to that at the Standards Department of the Board 
0 e. 


The Kelvin Medal.— In the presence of a large gathering 
of representatives of all branches of science and engineering. 
Dr. W. C. Unwin, F.R.S., was presented with the first Kelvin 
Medal on May 4th. ‘The chairman of the Award Committee 
(Mr. J. A. Brodie), in a brief speech, introduced Mr. A. J. 
BALFOUR, O.M., F.R.S., who made the presentation. 

Mr. BALFOUR, in his speech, said that not only was the 
medal a form of recognition of the merits of the living, it 
formed a fitting memorial to the great Lord Kelvin. He had 
been one of Kelvin's personal friends, and had happy recol- 
lections of the kindness and courtesy he showed to all with 
whom he came into contact. Kelvin was essentially a mathe- 
matical physicist, but he was also pre-eminent as an engineer, 
and was perhaps the greatest man of his kind since Archi- 
merdes. The combination of theory and practice which he 
made it his duty to encourage has had its results in the pro- 
gress seen by the present generation. The speaker, however, 
desired to do honour also to Dr. Unwin. Wherever there were 
engineers, Dr. Unwin's name was honoured, and his fame 
was world-wide. His work had long guided the young en- 
gineer in his studies. Probably his name was not widely 
known among the general public, but among those who 
mattered he was more than well known. His text-books 
formed the foundation of the study of many branches of 
engineering, and these alone would justify the committee’s 
choice. In presenting the Kelvin Medal to Dr. Unwin he 
(Mr. Balfour) was voicing the unanimous verdict of the whole 
of the scientific world. 

Dr. Unwin (who found it difficult to speak for a few 
moments) said that it added to the great honour conferred 
upon him to receive the medal from the hands of Mr. Balfour. 
What he was able to accomplish was due in no small measure 
to able and loyal assistance. He was a teacher, and it pleased 
him to see how facilities for young engineers had grown in 
this country, although we were still behind France and Ger- 
many. Dr. Unwin recalled the scientists of his early days, 
when Joule was determining the mechanical equivalent of 
heat, and Bessemer was producing the steel which was to 
take the place of wrought iron to such a great extent. He 
spoke of the failure of the first trans-Atlantic cable, and the 
invention by Lord Kelvin of the siphon recorder. Dr. Unwin 
mentioned that he had been a member of the Institution of 
Civil Engineers for more than 5U years, ana had received a 
liberal education from the papers he had heard read before 
the Institution. 

In conclusion of the proceedings, votes of thanks were 
accorded Mr. Balfour (who briefly responded) and the chair- 
man. 


Conditions of Living and Prospects in Brazil.—In our 
issue of April 15th a correspondent inquired as to the climate 
of Brazil and the prospects of the electrical industry in that 
country. As a result, we have received from the South 
American Journal a publication entitled '' South America as 
a Field of Travel" (January, 1921; price 1s. 24d., post free), 
which deals with the characteristics of the various South 
American Republics individually at considerable length; any- 
one who contemplates a sojourn in South America will do 
well to obtain a copy. The account given of the beauties and 
other amenities of Rio de Janeiro presents a highly attractive 
picture, and a full description is included of Sao Paulo, tos 
second city of the Republic, concerning which our correspone 
dent specially inquired. Comparatively recent improvements 
have resulted in “ transforming this insanitary, old-world 
town to a bright, healthy, and beautiful city." The town of 
Santos, the port of Sao Paulo, was formerly '' most unhealthy 
and a nest of yellow fever, but an excellent system of sanita- 
tion and drainage has completely eradicated this disease.” 
The possibilities of this great Portuguese Republic are, like 
its area, immense, and a great deal of information regarding 
them is given in the brochure, which also deals with Argentina, 
Chile, &c. 
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Fire. — The main sawmills department of Messrs. 
Charles Jenkins & Sons, timber merchants, Rheola Road, Porth, 
equipped with complete electrical machinery, and one of the most 
extensive in Wales, was destroyed recently by a fire which did 
£4000 damage. The brigade was able to save the large carpentry 
shops with their expensive electrical plant. The damage is covered 
by insurance. 


The Batti-Wallahs’ Soclety.—At the Batti-Wallahs' 
lunch at the Holborn Restaurant, on May 9th, at 1 o'clock, the 
speaker will be Canon H. Bickersteth Ottley, of the Royal Chapel 
of St. Katherine, Regent's Park. He is a member of the League of 
Nations Union, and will take the League of Nations as the subject 
for a short address. 


Californian Projects.—According to Mr. F. G. Baum, 
consulting engineer to the Pacific Gas and Ele^tric Co., in the Pit 
River scheme a pressure of 220,000 V will b» used, because it costs 
less than a lower pressure would. It is intended to transmit 
150,000 kVA per circuit. From the generating station to the first 
sub-station the distance is 200 miles, and from the first to the 
second sub-station 260 miles. 


INSTITUTION NOTES. 


Institution of Electrical Eogineers.—In connection with the 
election of the Council of the Institution, the E P.E.A. is recom- 
mending its members to support the following candidates for 
election as ordinary members ot the Council :—Lieut -Colonel F. A. 
Cortez-Leigh ; Mesars. A. Page, T. Roles and W. C. Tapper. 

LIVERPOOL SUB-CENTRE OF THE NORTH-WESTERN CENTRE.— 
The report of Committee for the session 1920-21 shows that 
eight ordinary general meetings have been held, with an average 
attendance of 74. The annual general meeting was held on 
April 25th, at which Prof. E. W. Marchant, D.Sc., and Mr. H. 
Dickinson (city electrical engineer) and Messrs. A. J. Eames, 
J. Hamilton, A. E. Malpas, P. Priestly, and P. J. Rob nson, 
together with past chairmen, were elected members of the Com- 
mittee. Mr. G. E. Nisbett was elected chairman, Mesers. B. Well- 
bourn and E. M. Hollingsworth vice-chairmen, and Mr. Oscar C. 
Waygood hon. secretary. The grant to meet the expenses of session 
1920-21 was £120. The total expenditure amounted to £116, 
leaving a balance in hand of £4. The membership of the Sub- 
Centre amounted to 367, an increase of 73. The area has been 
extended definitely to include the members in the Wigan and 
Southport districts. The Students’ Section has made remarkable 
progress during the session. It has held four genera! meetings, 
and made two visits to works. 

WESTERN CENTRE —The 22nd general meeting of tbe Centre 
was held at Bristol, on May 2nd, and a good audience assembled 
under the chairmanship of Mr. A. J. Newman. Additional interest 
was shown in this meeting, as it had been announced that the 
President of the Institution (Mr. Ll. B. Atkinson) would give an 
address, After the transaction of routine business, the President 
was found in his best form and lectured on " Four Great Electric 
Lights," taking as his basis Faraday the discoverer, Maxwell the 
interpreter, Kelvin the measurer, and Silvanus Thompson the 
teacher. Subsequently, à complimentary dinner was held to enable 
membera to meet the President, and a capital musical programme 
was rendered by Miss O'Gorman, Messrs. J. G. Royoe, L. Dore, and 
Huntingdon. We hope to give fuller details in a later issue. 


Diesel Engine Users’ Association. —At the last meeting of the 
Association the question of " Lubricating Oils Suitable for use in 
Diesel Engine Air Compressors" was considered. The meeting 
was unanimous on the point that whatever quality of lubricating 
oil was used in the air compressor, the smallest practicable quantity 
should be introduced. The recommendations with regard to oils 
suitable for use for lubricating air compr:ssora which were finally 
adopted for inclusion in the report on Air Compressor Explosions 
and Troubles," issued by the Association in 1916, stated tnat the 
oil should be entirely free from suspended particles of water, 
sand, or other impurities, and from inorganic asids. It should in 
no case bs lower in closed flash point than 350 F. Both straight 
mineral oils and compound oils containing small quantities of 
saponifiable oil have met with success on Diesel enyine compressor 
service, but the majority of successful oils have been stra'ght 
mineral oils. 

Illuminating Engineering Society.—A parer on Ship Lighting 
in Relation to Comfort, Safety, and Efficiency," was read before the 
Society, by Mr. W. J. Jones, on April 26th. The speaker ssid that 
the question of efficient lighting in warships had received greater 
attention in America than it had in this country, and charts 
showing the intensities required in various dep irtments of a vessel 
had been drawn up. With regard to the lighting of liners, Mr. 
Jones said that the modern requirement was from 10,000 to 12,000 
lamps, as compared with about 1,200 20 yr ars ago. 

In the subsequent discussion, Mr. Fietcher. of the Admiralty, 
spoke of the trouble due to eye strain being experienced in the 
Navy, and said that daylight illumination had not met with any 
marked success. 

Warrington Electrical Soclety.—The Society has just held its 
eecond annual meeting, and in the course of the discu sion of the 
next season's syllabus, it was suggested that visits should be 
arranged to the larger works of the town. Mr. F. V. L. Mathias 
was re-appointed chairman; Mr. Smith, vice chairman ; Mr. J. B. 
Robertson, secretary; Mr. H. Rogers, treasurer; and Council : 


Messrs. Brooking, Seymour, Baird, Senior, Leggatt, Sykes, Bishop, 
and Barton. 

Glasgow Corporation Electricity Department Engineering 
Soclety.— Formed three years ago to encourage the interchange of 
technical information and otherwise to further the interests of 
the members, the Scciety has just concluded a most successful 
ression. There are now 300 members on the roll. The papers 
contributed and discussed during the session covered a wide range 
of subjecte of special interest to electricity supply engineers. The 
Society meets once a month during the winter, and the meetings 
are open to all employés of the department. 

Birmingham and Midland Institute Scientific Society.—The 
annual report states that the society's laboratory and library have 
been arranged as in pre-war days, and are available at all times for 
experimental work, and a selection of instruments has been pur- 
chased by the society for wireless telegraphy and telephony, which 
are being added to from time to time, and it is hoped that in the 
near future the wireless room will be complete with all instru- 
ments necessary for reception and transmission. Several demon- 
strations have already been given, and a great deal of experimental 
work carried out. The members interested in this branch of science 
meet on mst Tuesday and Thursday evenings for Morse practice, 
wireless lectures, both elementary and advanced, and examination 
and explanation of wireless instruments.— Birmingham Post. 

Royal Institution.-—At the annual meeting, held on the 2nd inst., 
the Report of the Visitors for the year.1920, testifying to the con- 
tinued prosperity and efficient management of the Institution, was 
read. The following were unanimously elected as officers for the 
ensuing year :— President, the Duke of Northumberland; treasurer, 
Bir James Crichton Browne; secretary, Colonel E. H. Grove-Hilla. 

British Science Guild. —The annual dinner was held at the Hotel 
Cecil on Tuesday, Lord Montagu of Beaulieu, the president, being 
in the chair. 

Iron and Steel Institute. — The annual dinner, fixed for yesterday, 
was abandoned on account of the conditions prevailing in the coal, 
iron, and steel industries. 


OUR PERSONAL COLUMN. 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
technical ar the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW posted as tu their movements. 


The London Connty Council Highways Committee recommends 
that MAJOR A. E. CABR. D.SO.,, power station superintendent, 
L. and Y. Railway Co. be appointed repairs superintendent at 
Greenwich power station in the electr cal branch of the tramway 
department, and that MR A. G EVANS (assistant engineer, Mcasrr. 
Preece, Cardew and Rider) be appsinted technical assi-taot 
(Grade I) in the electrical branch of the tramway department. 
The commencing salary in each case is £3.0 (based on pre-war con- 
ditions), with temporary additions, the total remuneration on the 
present bases of rates being 4590. 

Mr. W. M. VALON, for 11 years manager and engineer of the 
Corporation Gas Works at Stafford, has accepted the positicn of 
technical director with Messrs. Major & Co., chemical distillers and 
dye makers of London. At a farewell gathering last week, he was 
preeented with a portable typewriter from the etaff and employes 
of the Gas and Electricity Departments. 

MB. W. J. TALBOT, who acted as vice-president last year, was 
last week appointed President of the Walsall Chamber of Commeroe. 
He was for two years electrical engineering lecturer at Walsall 
Technical Institute. About 18 years ago he became engineer and 
manager of Messrs. John Russell & Co.'s seamless tube works, and 
Jater with Dr. G. Stead established the Talbot-Stead Tube Co., Ltd. 
He is ¢hairman of the Electricity Committee of the Walsall Town 
Council. 

Halifax Tramways Committee recommends the Council to grant 
an honorarium to Mr. J. W. GALLoway, tramway engineer, for 
his extra services during the period of the illness of Mr. J. D. 
Caird, trafflo manager, and until the new general manager (Mr. B. 
Hall, of Wigan) commences duty. 

Mr. GEogGE WATSON, consulting engineer, of London, has been 
engaged as consulting engineer to Accrington Corporation in coa- 
nection with extensions to the destructor works at a fee of 200 
guineas, plus out-of-pocket expenses. 

Barnstaple Town Council has granted a gratuity of £100 to 
Mr. J. HADFIELD, electrical engineer, in respect of extra services 
rendered by him in connection with the installation of new plant. 

MR. J. S. CRAIG, late of the switchgear sales department of the 
Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd., has ben appointed 
representative of the Cantie Switch Co., Ltd., for Lancashire and 
Yorkshire district. 

Lancaster Corporation has adjourned for six months a recom- 
mendation by the Finance Committee to increase the salary of 
Mayor G. C. MILNES. electrical engineer, from £500 to E 600. It 
was stated that the salary was £275 in 1914, and was increased on 
Mr. Milnes's return from the war to £500. Mr. Tester, a predecessor, 
received 4 350 in 1904, when the unita sold were 333,834. Now they 
were 628,000 for lighting, and just under a million for power. 
According to other authorities, the scale would be £670. 

Mk. J. W. WILKINSON now has no connection with the firm of 
" Wolf Brothers," of 9, Warwick Court, W.C. 1, the partnership firm 
of Wolf Brothers & Wilkinson having been diesolved as from 
February 28th last. For the present, however, Mr. Wilkinson is 
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retaining his office at the above addreas, ‘and is carrying on his 
consulting work in connection with the electrical driving of mills, 
factories, and mining machinery alone. 

Mr. FRED. C. GIBBONS, M. I. E. E., managing director of Messrs. 
Browett, Lindley & Co., Ltd., has also been appointed chairman of 
the company. 

Mr. HvaH S. DAvIDsoN, who has resigned his position as 
manager of Messrs. Malcolm & Allan, Ltd., London, was the 
recipient, 9n Monday, of a gold watch and chain. The present- 
ation was made by Mr. Butler, in the presence of a deputation on 
behalf of the London staff, During the 10 years Mr. Davidson has 
been with the firm he has been responsible for the carrying out 
of numerous contracta of all descriptions, including a very large 
one at the Motor Transport Depot, Slough. 


Obituary. MR. WM. E. BULL.—We regret to record the death, 
which occurred on April 27th at his home, 89, Upper Tulse Hill 
S.W., of Mr. William E. Bull, senior London representative for 
Messrs. Falk, Stadelmann & Co., Ltd. Mr. Bull had been connected 
with the illuminating trade since boyhood, entering the busings 
of Prinoe & Symmons, Commercial Street, E.—one of the pioneer 
firms in the oil-lighting trade—in 1874. He joined Mesars. Falk, 
Stadelmann in 1901, and soon secured a large circle of friends, by 
whom he will be missed. He was an ardent swimmer, being 
president of the Amateur Swimming Association. Well known in 
Masonic circles, he had been secretary of the Shepherd's Bush 
Lodge for the past 21 yeara. 


Will. —The late SIR R. P. ASHTON (of Kilburn, Brown & Co.), 
who was deputy-chairman of the Enfield. Ediswan Cable Works and 
a director of other companies, left £26,239. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 
‘“ Alfo” Electrical Engineering Co., Ltd. (174,379).— 


Private company. Kegistered Apru Zoth.. Capital, £2,000 in £l snares. To 
carry on the business of electrical engineers, &c. Ihe permanent directors 
ace: II. Y. Fowier, 30, Draycott Street, Dingle, Liverpool; W. F. Almond, 
64, Park Road, Liverpool. Qualification: £200. Secretary: M. F. Almond. 
Kepistered Office: 37, Moorficlds, Liverpool. 


Riley Patents, Ltd. (174,39U).—Private company. Re- 
istered April mh. Capital, £0,000 in £l shares. 40 acquire trom G. B. 
Kiley and others for expioitation in the United Kingdom, the U.S.A., Canada, 
and Newfoundland an invention relating to louu-speaking telephones, and 
to carry on the business of manufacturers of and dealers in telephones and 
telephone apparatus, either in metal, rubber, wood, china, glass, composition, 
or other material, manufacturers of electrical, wireless, and other clocks, 
motor pumps and motor accessorics, &c. The subscribers (each with one 
share) are; S. C. Peacock, 10, Hanover Square, W. I, director of Kendall, 
Claude & Co., Ltd.; C. W. Grogan, 47, Stanhope Gardens, South Kensington, 
V., mining engineer; C. F. Spens, II. Haymarket, S.W., export merchant. 
"he subscribers are to appoint the first directors. Quahficauon: 1 share. 
Kegistered office: 20, Denman Street, W. 


Moodys, Ltd. (174,339).—Private company. Registered 
April 20th. Capital, 1, % in £l shares. 4o adopt an agreement with 
A. E. Moody and V. II. Moody, and to carry on the. business of electrical 
engineers and contracturs, manulacturers of and dealers in electrical materials 
and goods, &c. The first directors ure: A. FE. Moody, 24, Hungerford Road, 
Holloway, N. (managing director); V. M. Moody, 1, Craven Park Road, 
Harlesden, N.W.10; B. Guest, 108, Craven Park Road, Harlesden, N. W. 10. 
Qualification: EI. Remuneration: 5 guineas cach per annum. Secretary : 
1$. Guest. Solicitor: E. E. Winterbotham, 1, Fredericks Place, Old Jewry, 
E.C. 

Premier Private Telephone Co., Ltd, (174,408).—Private 
company. Registered April soon. Capital, £2,000 in £l shares. To acquire 
a certain patent for an invention reloung % improvements in telephones, 
and to adopt an agreement with J. Kay and J. Jennings. The permanent 
directors are: E. C. Aspden, 92, Grenville Street, Stockport; A. L. Barnes, 
47, Bloom Strect, Stockport; J. Kay, 120-122, Castle Street, Edgeley, Stock- 
port; A. Dutton, 78, Castle Street, Edgeley, Stockport; G. E. Pennington, 
00, Torkington Street, Stockport; S. Ridgway, 95, Chatham Street, Stockport; 
G. Trallord, 5, Lord's Avenue, Weaste, Salford; D. Wallace, 42, Curzem 
Avenue, Rusholme, Manchester; W. S. Whittaker; 65, Wellington Street 
West, Higher Broughton. Solicitor: S. Bishop, 23, Fountain Street, Man- 
chester. 


Heads (Electrical), Ltd. (174,402).—Private company. 
Registered April 26th. Capital, £3,000 in £1 shares. To take over the busi- 
ness of manufacturers of electrical accessories, and motor and general engineers 
carried on by J. Rest, W. Rest, C. H. Carter, and F. Allandale, at 11, Noel 
Street. and 165, Wardour Street, W., as the “J. R. C. Manufacturing Co." 
The first directors are: B. M. Head, 20, Goldsmid Road, Brighton (permanent 
managing director); J. Rest, 6, Dumbarton Road, Brixton Hill, S.W.; C. H. 
Carter, 40, Wilson Road, Camberwell, S.E. Remuncration of B. M. Head 
not less than £4 per week from April 16th, 1921, in addition to travelling 
and incidental expenses. Solicitor: G. F. Donne, 58, Ship Street, Brighton. 
Registered office: 165, Wardour Street, W. 


Sheet Metal Plating Co., Ltd. (174,426).—Private com- 
pany. Registered April 27th. Capital, £5,000 in £1 shares. To adopt an 
agreement with H. J. Hunt and H. J. Vince, and to carry on the business 
of clectro and other platers, welders, electrical and water supply engineers, 
founders, &c. he subscribers (cach with one share) are: A. H. Lister, 
$25, Kingston Road, Merton, S.W., carman and contractor; H. J. Hunt, 
42, Meyrick Road, Clapham Junction, S. W. II. sheet metal worker. The 
first directors are: II. . Hunt (life director, subject to holding 200 shares) 
and others to be appointed by the subscribers. Secretary: A. J. McCarthy. 
Registered oflice: 20, Finsbury Square, E.C. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES, 


Packham & Son, Ltd.—Satisfaction in full on April 7th, 
1921, of first and second debentures dated November 27th, 1914, securing 
£1.200 and £1,111 10s. respectively. 

Vickers:Petters, Ltd.—First mortgage debentures, dated 
April llth, 1921, to secure £75,000, charged on the company's ee 


and property, present and future, including uncalled capital. Holders: W. H. 
Gillett and W. K. T. Risk, 39, Threadneedle Street, E.C. 


E. S. Co., Ltd.—Satisfaction to the extent of £3,000 on 
March 24th, 1921 of debentures dated November 17th, 1920, securing £6,000. 


East Anglian Electricity Co., Ltd.—(a) debentures for 
£3,300, created 1898-1900. have just been registered chiefly under Section 12 
of the Companies Act, 1907; (b) satisfaction in full of 42.950 debentures dated 
1898 to 1014 has also been registered, the actual dates of repayment ranging 
from January, 1909, to January, 1921. 


Pieno, Ltd.—Mortgage dated April lith, 1921, to secure 
£150, charged on 35 and 37, Anker Street, Nuneaton. Holders: Trustees of 
Lily of the Valley Lodge, Order of Oddfellows, Wolvev, Warwick. 


English Electric Co., Ltd.—Conveyance dated April 12th, 
1921, supplemental to trust deed dated September loth, 1910. securing 
41.000.000, charged on various properties in Preston, Coventry, and Ashton- 
upon-Ribble. Trustees: Debenture Corporation, Ltd. 


Brotherton Ediswan Tubes & Conduits, Ltd.—Particulars 
of £40,000 debentures, authorised April 7th, 1921: whole amount issued, 
charged on the company's undertaking and property, present and future, 
including uncalled capital, subject to prior charges. 


Martin & Element, Ltd.—Particulars of .£6.500 deben- 
tures, authorised March 24th, 1921; whole amount issued; charged on the 
company's undertaking and property! present and future, including uncalled 
capital. 

Charles W. Webber, Ltd.—Mortgage dated April 4th, 
1921, to secure £2,000 charged on 335-7. George Street, Weston-super-Mare, 
with stable, garage, &c., in rear thereof. Holder: H. W. Rendle, “ Oakdene,"' 
Severn Road, Weston-super-Mare. 


Wilson, Hartnell & Co., Ltd.—.\ssignment dated April 
llth, 1921, to secure all moneys to become due to mortgagees under a Specified 
order, charged on account against Turton Urban District Council for the 
supply and erection of overhead mains, poles, sections, boxes, underground 
cables, &c. Holders: British Insulated & Helsby Cables, Ltd. 


Julius. Sax & Co., Ltd.—Satisfaction in full on March 
22nd, 1921, of mortgage debentures dated October 27th, 1998, and February 
lóth, 1909, and July Yth, 1915, securing in all £3,000. 

Patex, Ltd.—Issue on April 14th, 1921, of £50 debentures, 
part of a series already registered. (Previously issued, £2,400.) 

Telegraph Manufacturing Co. (Colonial), Ltd. (71,854). 
—Return dated March 22nd, 1421. Capital, £2,000 in £1 shares. All shares 
taken up and paid for in full. Mortgages and charges: Nil. 

Cutting Brothers, Ltd. (81,178).—Return dated Decem- 
ber Ist, lsz0. Capital, £40,000 in £10 shares (3,000 ordinary and 1.000 pre- 
ference). 1,877 ordinary and 509 preference shares taken up. £20,590 paid 
(being £10 per share on 1.477 ordinary, 502 preference, and £2 on HW 
ordinary). Mortgages and charges: £30,000. 


CITY NOTES. 


Mr. J. Herbert Tritton presided on April 
Indo-European 27th at the annual meeting, held at 18, Old 
Telegraph Broad Street, E.C. He said that whilst 
Co., Lid. the report was for the year 1920, the ac- 
counts were those for 1915, the latest they 
could furnish for the moment, though they hoped before the 
end of the summer to present those for- 1919. Reviewing the 
accounts for 1918, with regard to the Russian assets, a full 
statement was made in the last report. Ihe main position 
with regard to those assets remained as then outlined, except 
that normal accretions of interest, &c., had slightly increased 
the item of Russian Government debts to 497.223. ‘The 
directors wished, however, to state that they regarded it as 
an imperative duty to deal with the question of those doubtful 
assets, and they hoped at the next general meeting to inform 
the shareholders of the method they proposed to adopt. ‘They 
had satisfied themselves that, apart from the Russian items, 
the entry under sundry debtors contained nothing that was 
not worth its face value. With regard to the market value 
of the investments, omitting the Russian assets, those, at the 
date of the balance sheet, showed an appreciation over 1917. 
He was pleased to be able to inform them that they had, 
under the Peace ‘Treaty, recently been paid by the German 
Government the full value, together with dividends and accrued 
interest, of the 200,000 marks Prussian 4 per cent. Treasury 
bonds (matured in 1917) standing under unappropriated in- 
vestments. With regard to the financial position at the 
moment, he must remind them that the equalisation of divi- 
dends fund was now exhausted with the exception of about 
£3,000, and that, therefore, a larger dividend than 7 per 
cent. for 1921 could not reasonably be expected. ‘Turning to 
the report, the year 1920 had been a year of disappointment 
for directors and shareholders alike. Since their last 5 4 
trouble after trouble had supervened in Eastern Europe an 
in the Near East, and they had found it impossible to maintain 
their existing position in many sections of the line, their 
oflicials and staff having, in many instances, to be withdrawn. 
Complications in the Near East also extended to Persia, cul- 
minating in the threatened withdrawal of the British troops 
from that country and the enforced evacuation of the families 
of all telegraph and other officials residing in Persia. He was 
sure the shareholders would join with them in an expression 
of sympathy and thanks to those members of the staff and 
their familities who, in those repeated migrations, had had 
to face dangers and difliculties of every description. Their 
thanks were particularly due to Mr. Watt, one of their repre- 
gentatives abroad, who faced with great courage the possibility 
of serious personal danger whilst carrying out his missions 
from the company. Their representative in Teheran remained 
at his post and was doing all in his power in the interests 
of the company. The Persian Government having surmounted 
their difficulties, would be in a position doubtless to further 
the re-establishment of the company’s telegraph system cross- 
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ing their country which, meanwhile, was in & state of sus- 
pended animation, though the international importance of 
the route seemed greater than ever. He had informed them 
sutliciently of their troubles, and they might realise what their 
anxieties had been during the year under review.  Happily, 
however, he could present a less depressing report. I heir 
arrangements with Germany presented no difficulty in theory, 
although for reasons of which they would be fully aware, 
they were not at the moment able to reach a definite con- 
clusion of the negotiations. Negotiations with Poland reached 
the final stage after a visit which their colleague, Mr. Axel W. 
Berg, made to Warsaw for the purpose, and it might well be 
that the reconstruction and repair work on that section might 
begin in the early summer. Owing to its having been in 
parts the battletield of contending armies, that portion of 
the route naturally required a considerable amount of work. 
With regard to that section of the route which was controlled 
by the Soviet Government, he was pleased to inform them 
that they had learned from the Moscow Government that, in 
principle, there was no objection whatever to the conclusion 
of an arrangement by which their line would transit that 
territory on its old ground. The directors had also reason to 
hope that where the influence of the Soviet Government might 
be needed in territory which might be described as more or 
less debateable ground, it would be exercised in favour of the 
company. They would thus sce that the directors were once 
more encouraged to hope that all might, within & measurable 
space of time, be again well with the company, and that 
reconstruction and consolidation might everywhere be begun 
along the route. It was only in the Polish section that re- 
construction over a considerable distance might have to be 
faced, and even there they were contident that by the utilisa- 
tion of temporary links pending permanent reconstruction they 
would very quickly supply à workable line. For material they 
would certainly not be delayed; the greater part of it was 
ready at convenient points waiting to be handled. Durin 
the enforced inactivity of the company the directors ha 
devoted a certain amount of time to the development of 
„ Experiments on the Galletti system had 
perforce to be abandoned owing to the intervention of the 
war, and it had not been found possible to resume them. 
Whilst the company had, therefore, ceased to interest itself 
jin any one system, certain radio patents and assets held by 
them had, together with the experience of the directors, been 
placed at the disposal of a new company, the Radio Communi- 
cation Co., Ltd., against a substantial holding of shares. 
That company, having standardised various sets of apparatus, 
was doing very considerable business, particularly in the 
supply and working of sets on ships belonging to some of 
the foremost shipping companies in this country, ana the 
directors considered that the investment should prove to be 
in every way a profitable one. It was in connection with their 
wireless work that he reserved for comment an item in sundry 
debtors in the 1918 accounts of advances (then £11,000, since 
increased to £13,000) made to the Galletti Co. "The directors 
were of opinion that those advances were fully secureu by 
the fact that they had a controlling interest in the assets 
of the Galletti Co., which included not only an important 
number of shares also held by that company in the Radio 
Communication Co., but a good claim against the French 
Government for compensation for requisition and appropria- 
tion during the war of the plant of the Galletti station in 
France. 

Mr. Charles Holland seconded the motion, which was carried 
without discussion. 


Mr. E. Garcke, in his speech at the an- 


North nual meeting, held on April 27th at Electric 
Metropolitan Railway House, Westminster, said that the 
Electric Power net revenue for the year 1920 was their 

Supply Co. record figure, and the result would have 


MM been even better had it not been for the 
depression in trade. The net revenue, including interest and 
dividends received, was £101,354, compared with £65,868 for 
1919. They were recommending a dividend on the ordinary 
shares at the rate of 7} per cent. for the year, compared with 
44 per cent. for the previous year. The result was satisfactory, 
especially in view of the fact that the expenses of working— 
particularly the item of coal—had increased considerably. 
The improvement was in a measure due to the revised rates 
of charges introduced as from April 1st last year. A judgment 
had been obtained by the company for the annulment of a 
pre-war contract for the supply of electricity in bulk to the 
Stoke Newington Council, and in future it would be on their 
standard terms. This decision of the Court had, moreover, 
enabled them successfully to negotiate with the Middlesex 
County Council for & revision of the rates of supply to the 
Metropolitan Electric Tramways. Satisfactory arrangements 
have now been made for a revision of the price. A large num- 
ber of new contracts had been made with consumers who 
required a supply for power purposes, and important bulk 
supply contracts had been entered into with the Harrow Co. 
and the Welwyn Garden City for distribution in their respec- 
tive areas. Arrangements had had to be made for providing 
additional plant and cables to enable the company to supply 
the increased demand, and £87,000 had been expended on 
capital account during the past year. Further capital expendi- 
ture would be necessary during the current year. For this 
reason the authorised share capital of the company had been 
increased by £500,000 to £1,500,000 under the powers con- 


by way of a short-term loan was decided upon. 


tained in the North Metropolitan Power Supply Act, 1920. 
"he Electricity Commissioners have delineated a provisional 
area, which was described as ‘Lhe London and Home Coun- 
ties Electricity District, in which the area of supply ol this 
company had been included, for the formation ot a Joint 
Electricity Authority, in combination with the electricity 
suppiy undertakings owned by local authorities and companies 
in the metropolitan area. ‘lhe directors were opposing the 
proposal to the extent that this coinpany should be lett out 
of the scheme. The position of this company was very different 
from that of an ordinary electricity supply company. Its 
powers to supply had been granted in perpetuity, and it was 
not subject to compulsory purchase at any time. ‘Lhe area 
of this company's supply was an exceptionally favourable 
one, and was rapidly developing for industrial] purposes, and 
the demand was steadily increasing. Ihe development during 
the next few years would be as rapid as in tbe previous years. 
The results of the first quarter of 1921 were very satisfactory, 
gud, given normal industrial conditions, there was every 
indication that the results for the current year would show 
still further improvement. 

Sir Charles E. Ellis (chairman) presided 
English Electric on April 27th, at the Connaught Rooms, 


Co., Ltd. Great Queen Street, W.C., over the second 
ordinary general meeting of this com- 
pany. The chairman, in moving the adoption of the 


report, said he would like, in the first place, to poinv out 
that, although the total of the credit side of last vear's profit 
and loss account amounted to £410,835, that figure, as was 
clearly shown in last year's printed accounts, included a special 
item of £230,000, representing undivided profits brougnt in 
by certain subsidiary companies at the date of amalgamation. 
Although these particular profits appeared in the protit and 
loss account, they would remember that they were applied 
in creating a capital reserve account and in writing oti the 
expenses of their debenture issue, &c. lt was obvious, there- 
fore, that this £230,000 could not be taken into account when 
comparing the results of the two years. As regarded the 
balance sheet, if they took the liabilities side first, they would 
observe that the share capital had been increased since the 
date of the previous balance sheet. ‘This addition was ex- 
plained in detail last year, and arose out of certain arrange 
ments with their subsidiary and allied companies. The issue 
of 8 per cent. 6-year notes had been ulluded to in the report. 
For some little time after the amalgamation, it was extremely 
dificult to forecast the volume of working capital that would 
be required. Experience showed, however, that the amount 
provided by the constituent companies and at their disposal 
Was Insufficient, more particularly in face of the steady rise 
in the prices of material; and the provision of further funds 
The issue 
affected their accounts this year to the extent of only 4150, 000. 
the balance being received early in January. In the opinion 
of the board, the company was fortunate in making this issue 
in November last; had the issue been deferred to a later 
date, the subsequent stringency of the money market would 
have debarred them from securing equally satistactory terms. 
They would have seen from the report that they bad written 
off the whole of the expenses of this issue. Seeing that these 
notes were for the short term of six years, they had alao 
considered it prudent to provide for the whole of the premium 
payable on redemption, which had been done without en- 
croaching upon the capital reserve account set aside last year. 
They would thus appreciate that the profits of future years 
would be entirely relieved from the dead-weight both of the 
expenses of, and the premium on, this issue. Of the remain- 
ing items in the balance sheet, the sundry creditors showed a 
considerable increase this yeur, which, however. was more 
than set off by the new item of Stock, work in progress, 
&c.," and the increase in the sundry debtors. He might 
explain that the appearance of stocks and work in progress 
in this year's accounts represented a further step in the 
gradual process of consolidating their allied concerns. He 
hoped that in the year 1921 they would be able to make still 
more progress in this direction, and that the next balance 
sheet would reflect the company’s undertaking in a still 
simpler form. During the last year their principal task had 
been that of consolidating the company's organisation. Satis- 
factory progress had been made in the adaptation of the 
Coventry works and the restoration of the other factories to 
their normal activities. They had proceeded, with the least 
possible delay, to the application of their fixed policy of 
devoting each works to the manufacture of that class of 
machinery for which, by reason of its lay-out and past history. 
it was best adapted. It was obvious that the rapidity with 
which any such re-arrangement could be carried through must 
depend to & great extent on the contracts in course of execu- 
tion at each works; but it was gratifving to be able to record 
that, in spite of the volume of work in progress and the 
necessity of taking no action which would impair their power 
to meet commitments, substantial progress had, in fact, been 
made towards their ultimate scheme for the best possible 
utilisation of their five works. They recognised, however, 
that the successful working of any scheme depended above 
all on continuous team work by their staífs, not only in each 
works, but between each works and the rest. He could not 
let pass this opportunity of acknowledging what they owed 
to those staffs. They had worked loyally and without losing 
their individuality for a corporate interest. To return to the 
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special functions of their works, at Coventry they had manu- 
factured turbine-electric units of very large sizes, rolung mull 
equipments, and the larger classes of engineering products. 
Preston hud tur long been well known as an important centre 
of traction work, it had now specialised even more com- 
pletely in that branch of the industry, and at the present 
lume electric locoimotives, in addition to all forms of electrical 
traction equipment, were being manufactured there. At Rugby 
and Statlord the manufacture respectively of the medium sizes 
of steam turbines and of electrical generating and industrial 
machinery had been further developed. ‘Lhe Bradford works, 
Which had been specially laid out for the smuiler range of 
Industrial motors, had now in addition their own machine 
moulding piant. Like all other engineering firms they were 
dogged throughout 1920 by the unlortunate effects ot the 
moutders’ strike, Which began in 1919 and was protracted 
into the early part of the year, but in recent months there 
had been a welcome improvement in the foundry position. 
They had been able to enlarge and iuprove the foundry 
capacity of their own works, and thus to become to a greater 
extent independent of outside suppliers. ‘Their business, both 
at home and abroad, was well maintained up to the later 
months of the year, but the general depression. which began 
to allect the steel and kindred industries in the early autumn 
became noticeable in the electrical trade a little later. Ihey 
had, fortunately, a considerable order book still to be executed, 
and it was not unreasonable to hope that in all except the 
smaller classes of their manufactures the flywheel action of 
this volume of orders would be sufficient to carry them over 
until trade revived. He referred a year ago to the importance 
of railway electrification proposals for the future of the elec- 
trical industry. Since then little progress had been made 
with the electrification of railways in the United Kingdom; 
but the delay was due mainly to difficulties of finance, and 
the technical advantages of electrification were not in dispute. 
In this connection it would be of interest to them to learn 
that the execution of the contract which the company obtained 
last year from the New Zealand Government for the elec- 
trification of the Arthur's Pass section of the Midland Railway 
of New Zealand was proceeding satisfactorily. Amongst the 
problems to which the board had devoted its most anxious 
attention had been the enforcement of economy in selling 
expenses at home and abroad. ‘To this end he was glad to 
report that their working arrangement with Siemens Bros. 
and Co., Ltd., to which he referred last year, had been 
followed by the formation of the English Electric & Siemens 
Supplies, Ltd. This company (the capital of which was held 
by Messrs. Siemens and themselves in equal parts) would deal 
exclusively with marketing the minor products of the two 
concerns and electrical supplies generally. It had taken over 
their former subsidiary company, the English Electric Sup- 
plies, Ltd., together with a section of the selling organisation 
of Messrs. Siemens, and should effect a definite saving in that 
side of their work. If they looked at the labour position, he 
should wish to say in the first place thut as a firm they 
had in the main no complaint to make as to the manner 
in which their workmen had settled down to work. They 
had worked hard and well; and through their ready co-opera- 
tion on the Works' Committees their differences of view 
had been brought to light as soon as they had arisen, and 
had shown themselves in all cases susceptible to treatment 
bv a full and frank discussion. None the less, it was certain 
that the wages rates in British engineering, and even more 
those in the industries from which they drew their materials, 
had led, and were leading to, the loss of many important 
contracts in world competition. Their raw materials were 
to a large extent the highly finished products of their sup- 
pliers; and if they were to extend or even fully to regain their 
pre-war business abroad, considerable reductions would be 
necessary in the price of those products, and, therefore, in 
the cost of the whole range of processes through which they 
were built up from the basic materials of coal and iron. How 
these reductions were to be brought about in a perfectly fair 
way he did not propose to discuss then, and would only say 
he had no doubt whatever that they would be able to meet 
the crisis if both employers and workers would be sure that 
the necessary sacrifices were distributed as fairly and equitably 
as was humanly possible over all those concerned. The im- 
inediate future must be an anxious time for every industry. 
Apart from wages and all questions of internal organisation. 
every industry had to-day to reckon with factors which were 
essentially political, and therefore beyond its control, yet 
which exercised a profound influence on the whole system of 
international trade. They could, however, say this with con- 
fidence, that whether a revival of trade came soon or late— 
and that it would come sooner or later no one could doubt— 
the electrical industry had an assured future, because it was 
bound up with those improvements and economies in pro- 
ductive organisation which they all, he thought, regarded as 
a necessary element in the future prosperity of the world. 

Mr. W. L. Hichens (deputy chairman) seconded the motion. 

A shareholder pointed out that it was proposed to wind 
up the United Electric Car Co., but in a previous report it 
was stated that the works were well equipped and constituted 
a very valuable asset to the company. 

The chairman said the works still remained the property 
of the company; it was only a winding up for better organisa- 
tion. 

The report was adopted. 


, upon government. 


The annual meeting was held on Friday 
last at Winchester House, E.O. Mr. A. F. 
berry, who presided, first referred to the 
death of Mr. F. J. Marchment, who had 
been a director of the company for 15 years. 
He said that the issued capital now stood at £625,000. Sundry 
creditors amounted to nearly 495.000 more thun last year, 
owing to the increased business done and being done. It was 
proposed to add a further 43.000 to the depreciation reserve 
account, making the total 423,900. Ihe stock of materials 
stood at more than double the ngure at which it stood in the 
previous balance sheet. 1 hat asset had been valued by the 
manager, as in past years, on a conservative basis. ‘The 
work in progress amounted to nearly double last year's 
figure, and no pront had been taken into account on that work. 
Sundry debtors stood at about 441, 300 more than last year, and 
they were all considered good, and since December 31st the 
sum of £98,790 had been received on account of them. With 
regard to the protit and loss account, general charges had in- 
creased by about £12,000, while the gross profit had been in- 
creased by about £23,000 and the proht for the twelve months 
had been increased from £48,038 to 470. 266. The available 
balance amounted to £50,700. The dividend on the ordinary 
shares was at the same rate as for 1919. With regard to the 
working for the current year, they started with 5U per cent. 
more work in hand (money value), or 30 per cent. more in 
horse-power than they had at the beginning of 1920. It would 
interest original shareholders to note that in the last ten years 
the company had made far more rapid progress than it did in 
the first fifteen years of its life. In the last three years it 
greatly extended its operations, and, had it not been for strike 
and lock-out troubies, which lost them about one month's out- 
put in one way or another, they would have shown still greater 
progress. The year under review had been most difficult. The 
future was always difficult to foretell, but given the support of 
all from whom they had hitherto had rt, and whose interests 
were best served by giving it, they could look forward to full- 
time employment and a continued improvement in tradin 
results. It was essential in a business such as theirs to aun 
high, and it was only by strong and united action that they 
were able to keep so fully employed. Nothing succeeded like 
success, and he had confidence that, as they were having to 
reduce prices to secure work, they might rely on the necessary 
increased effort from their shops, even though they had, as 
they should have, to pay wages more in accord with the 
reduced cost of living. The next few years would test the 
capacity of even the best captains of industry. It would be 
most difficult to restart businesses that had stopped or speed 
up the output of those which had slowed down. Their business 
was, by reducing costs of production, to see their order sheet 
kept well filled well ahead. He was very disinclined to sup- 
port any attack ejther upon the Government or Trade Unions, 
for, although he believed that the art of governing was develop- 
ing, there could be no doubt about the development of attack 
There were, however, matters which those 
of them who were responsible for the creation and develop- 
ment of an industry would be glad to see handled differently, 
or not handled at all by Governments and Trade Unions. 
'"Too many cooks spoil the broth ’’ to-day, for Government 
Departments and leaders of Trade Unions were not in any way 
naturally fitted to control industry. The men who invented. 
designed, financed, and organised the manufacture and sale of 
those British goods which the world wanted were the natural 
leaders of industry. They were the creative force in the coun- 
try, with a faculty for providing employment for their people. 
It was those men, backed by investors, merchants and ex- 
porters, who until recently made British. trade predominant 
throughout the world. The overlapping which resulted from 
Governmental or Trade Union interference with industry had 
produced most grievous results. The men at the head of Trade 
Unions did not themselves even pretend that they were natur- 
ally fitted to create or direct industry, and he never yet met 
one who had ever been responsible for the building-up of an 
industry. Their useful work lay in quite other directions, and 
should be done without encouraging strife and class hatred. 
which made the lot of all most difficult. Those who preached 
“ smashing ’’ and war " were either ignorant, ill-advised or 
desirous of acquiring some “ pieces ” that they thought would 
result from the smashing process. A civilisation that had 
been built up here from the days of Stonehenge, i.e., some 
4,000 years old, might be lightly destroyed, but could not 
rapidly be changed for the better. Useful endeavour to benefit 
the people of a country came rarely, if indeed ever. from those 
who preached sedition, strife and bitterness. It had been his 
privilege to meet some of the leaders in science and industry, 
both here and abroad, and he found in them no trace of envy, 
hatred, malice, or any uncharitableness. Electrical science. 
like others which were founded largelv upon mathematical and 
natural sciences, had been developed to such lengths that it 
was difficult, even for those of them who were specialists in 
any particular lines, to keep ahead of their foreign competitors. 
unless they were helped, rather than hindered, by their own 
countrymen who benefited by their labours. He looked for- 
ward to the time when the workers in an industry, such as 
theirs, owned as shareholders a very considerable proportion of 
the business in which they were engaged. They had made a 
considerable start in that direction. and nearly 800 of those 
whose daily work was in connection with the company were 
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already shareholders. There was only one remedy for unem- 
ployment and that was work, and reasonabiy long hours of 
good work cheerlully done tor a fair day s pay. Abey thein- 
selves might well have had another quarter of a million's 
worth ol orders on their books had they been able by overtime 
or increased ellort to give more reasonable deilvery. As Wilh 
them, so With hundreds of nrms up and down the land. Not 
oniy had orders passed never to return—those orders which 
would have stood abroad as Englands advertisement to secure 
work for them in the years to come—but actual orders had 
been canceited right and left, though he was glad to say not 
with theniseives. It was late to grieve over what might have 
been—England's trade opportunity at the beginning of 1920 
was stilt a wonderful one. He maintained that even now: Eng- 
land's opportunity was enormous, and there were signs that, 
as ever, the people of this country would now tighten up them- 
selves and take their work in hand with a view to making up 
for lost time. 

Mr. T. Howe seconded the motion, which, after a short dis- 
cussion of a congratulatory character, was carried. 


After providing for all expenses, bad 
River Plate debts, depreciation, and à. per ceut. deben- 
Electricity Co., ture interest, 7 per cent. 15 recommended on 
Ltd. the ordinary stock for the year, 420,000 
being put to general reserve, and £6,952 
carried forward. ‘lhe Financial Times states that after the 
close of the year arrears of amortisation due upon five per cent. 
obligations of the German Company, amounting to £12,300, 
were received. Ihe greater part of arrears of interest for the 
period from 1914-1919 has also been received, but there 1s still 
in dispute a sum of over £9,000 in respect of interest in arrears. 
The board has entered into contract with the Compania His- 
pano-Americana de Electricidad, which is in process of taking 
over all the assets in South America of the German Company, 
under which the Compania Hispano has purchased from this 
company and paid for £63,600 of the 5 per cent. obligations of 
the German Company, and, as to the balance of £00,000 then 
Jemaining, the company has agreed to accept the obligation 
of the Spanish. Company in place of the obligation ot the 
German Company. 


The directors of the Société Financiére 

Belgian Invest- des Transports et d'Entreprisea ludus- 
ment Companies. trielles, of Brussels, dealing with the work- 

ing of the supply works and tramways in 
which the company 1s interested, record with satisfaction the 
overcoming of the difficulties in connection with the supply of 
coal. This had now become abundant, raw materials had 
become cheaper, and freights lower, and Governinent restric- 
tions and control were disappearing, the only difficulty now 
remaining being that of labour. Under the circumstances the 
situation of most of the undertakings experienced an improve- 
ment in 1929. The net protits realised last year amounted to 
4,143,000 fr., which allow of the payment of a dividend at 
the rate of 12 per cent. on the ordinary shares, or 54 fr. free 
of tax, and 40.45 fr. net on tlie founder shares. 

The report of the Société Générale Belge d’ Entreprises 
Electriques, which is an investment company, states that in 
order to assist in meeting the growing demand for power, a 
further sum of over 10,000,000 fr. was invested in supply 
undertakings during 1920. Electricity supply works represent 
70.5 per cent. of the value of the company’s securities in port- 
folio, combined supply Works and tramways 14.5 per cent., 
and tramways, purely and simply, 15 per cent. As to the 
geographical! distribution of the securities, it is mentioned that 
42.5 per cent. of the investments apply to Belgium, 15 per 
cent. to France and her colomes, 17 per cent. to Italy, 10 per 
cent. to Spain, 7 per cent. to the Argentine Republic and Siam, 
and 5.5 per cent. to Poland, Livonia, Hungary and Russia. 
The gross profits in 1920 amounted to 4,933,000 fr., as com- 
pared with 2,903,000 fr. in the previous year. After deduct- 
ing the financial charges, the sum of 1,034.000 fr. has been 
written off for depreciation, particularly of Russian holdings, 
and the net profits of 1,525,000 fr. permit of the payment of a 
gross dividend of 35 fr. per share on the old shares, 22.50 fr. 
on the shares fully paid up during the year, and 10.40 fr. on 
the founder shares. 


The Lloyd  Dynamowerke A.G., of 
Bremen, proposes to pay out of net profits 
of 519.000 marks a dividend at the rate of 
8 per cent. for 1920, these figures comparing 
with 158,000 marks and 7 per cent. respectively in the pre- 
ceding vear. 

'The Concordia Elektrizitats A.G., of Dusseldorf, intends to 
pay a dividend at the rate of 15 per cent. out of net profits of 
1.111.000 marks in 1920. comparing with 10 per cent. and 60,000 
marks respectively in the preceding year. 

The accounts of the Deutsche Kabelwerke A.G., of Berlin- 
Lichtenberg, record net profits of 3,172.000 marks for 1920, as 
against 1.392.000 marks in 1919, the dividend rising from 15 per 
cent. in 1919 to 17 per cent. last vear. The directors state that 
s liquidation of the English participation has not yet taken 
place. 

The Elektrizitats Lieferunga Gesellschaft, of Berlin. states 
that the supplv works in which the companv 1s interested ex- 
perienced an increasing demand, and the installation depart- 
ments were adequately occupied in 1920. Out of the net profits 
of 4,631,000 marks, a dividend has been declared at the rate of 
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14 per cent., as compared with 3,055,000 marks and 12 per cent. 
respectively in 1919. 

due directors ot the Aabelwerk Duisburg, reporting on the 
year 1920, state that it was dimeult to obtain new orders alter 
Apri anu May, and even the acceptance ot delivery of com- 
pieted manulactures was retused in some cases. Lhe nel 
prouts were 12, 900, 000 marks, as agalust 990, 0 marks, and 
tue dividend and bonus represent 70 per cent., as in 1919. 
Owing to the growing uncertainty of the economic conditions, 
the prospects are not regarded as very luvourable. 

the net pronts of the Suchsenwerk, Licht und Kraft A.G., 
of Dresden, are reported at 5,013,000 marks for 102), as against 
2,249,000 marks in 1919. ‘Lhe directors recommend the pay- 
ment of a dividend at the rate of 16 per cent. on share capita: 
of 40, 000, 000 marks, as compared with 20 per cent. on 9, 00,000 
marks in the previous year. It is now intended to make a 
fresh issue of shure capital for 15.000.000 marks. 

The Ges. fur kicktrische Unternehmungen, of Berlin, which 
is an Investment company in supply Works and tramways and 
manufacturing undertakings, earned net profits of 5,110,041 
marks in 1020, including the balance forward, as contrasted 
with 5,792,000 marks in 1919. It is proposed to pay a dividend 
at the rate of 12 per cent. on share capital of 75, 000, 000 marks, 
as against 8 per cent. in 1919. 

‘Lhe directors of the 4.0. Mix und Genest (Telephone und 
Tclegraph Works), of Berlin, recominend a dividend at the rate 
of 15 per cent. for 1920 as compared with 7 per cent. in 1919. 
At the same time it is proposed to increase the share capital 
from 12,600,000 marks to 25,200,000 marks. The net profits are 
returned at 3,150,009 marks, as contrasted with 650.000 marks 
in the previous year. 

The report of Voigt k Hacffner A.G., of Frankfort-on-Main. 
states that the increased profits realised in 1020 were due to a 
larger turnover and exchange profits on foreign business. 
After having made provision for depreciation, the accounts 
show net profits of 12, 920.000 marks, as compared with 
1,660,000 marks in 1919, and a dividend has been declared at 
the rate of JU per cent., as against 15 per cent. in 1919. 

The Hamburger Hochbahn A.G. reports net profits of 
1,543,000 marks for 1920, as against 764.000 marks in the pre- 
vious year. It is proposed to pay a dividend of | per cent. on 


- the B shares, as contrasted with 4 per cent. in 1919, and 2 per 


cent. on the A shares, as against 13 per cent. The rate on the 
A shares will be increased to 5 per cent. by a payment of the 
Haniburg State under its guarantee. 

The directors of the Bergmann  Elcktrizitats Werke A.G., of 
Berlin, report gross profits of 45,155,000 marks for 1920, as com- 
pared with 22,162,000 marks in the previous vear. the net 
profits being 13,565,000 marks and 8,155,000 marks in the two 
years respectively. It is proposed to pay a dividend at the rate 
of 15 per cent., as against 12 per cent. in 1919, to devote 
500,000 marks to provident purposes as in the preceding year, 
and carry forward 1,068,000 marks. The present share capital 
of 80,000,000 marks is now to be increased to 100,000,000 marks. 

The Ges. fur Elektrische Hoch und Untergrundbahnen, of 
Berlin, proposes to pay a dividend at the rate of 54 per cent. 
on the ordinary shares for 1920, being the same rate as in the 
preceding year. Including the balance forward, the net profits 
amounted to 4.568.000 marks, as compared with 4,542,000 
marks. Fares were again increased, and the total receipts 
nearly doubled, but the number of passengers carried fell ofi 
by 12,000,000, the average fare having risen from 26.66 pfennigs 
in 1919 to 58.27 pfennigs last year. 


— — 


Para Telephone Co., Ltd.—The proht for the year was 
412.718, plus 46.426 brought forward. The total dividend 
distribution has been 10 per cent., free of tax. £5,605 is 
being carried forward. Mr. T. M. Steuart, presiding at the 
recent meeting, said that although the telephone subseribers 
had increased during the vear,, the number was not so large 
as anticipated owing to the abnormal conditions which ex- 
isted in Para during the year. A considerable extension had 
been made in the telephone system in order to incorporate 
districts hitherto outside the area of the telephone system. 
The work was nearly completed, and the opening up ot the 
new districts would substantially add to the number cf sub- 
scribers. 


Radio Corporation of America.—lhe balance sheet at 
December 81st. 1920, shows: Assets, cash and receivables. 
$831.507; merchandise inventories, $659,516; investiments in 
Government and industrial bonds, $3,375,210; stoeks of asso- 
ciated companies, $550,355; plant and equipment. $5,901,675: 
deferred charges, $606,669; patents and goodwill, contracts and 
franchises, 510. 107,982. Current liabilities are $1,853,227. 


British L. M. Ericsson Manufacturing Co.. Ltd.—The 
annual meeting of this company was held on April 2th. On 
attendance, a representative of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW was 
informed that. exercising the power accorded by the Articles. 
no members of the Press would be admitted. 


Aster Engineering (1913) Co., Ltd.—Total distribution for 
1920, 74 per cent.. free of tax: £6,000 to reserve for bad debts: 
£3.635 to depreciation; £40,573 carried forward subject to 
E.P.D. and Corporation Tax. 


City of Buenos Ayres Tramways (1904) Co., Ltd.—A 
dividend of 1s. 3d. per share, less tax, for three months ending 
March 31st is announced. 
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Brush Electrical Engineering Co., Ltd.—It is mentioned 
in the report tor 1920, to which we referred brietly on p. 501 
of our last issue, that 491.227 was expended cn capital 
account during the year. #10544, part of the general 
reserve fund existing on December dist, 1919. was capi- 
talised and distributed. to the hoiders of ordinary stock in 
the proportion of £l of new ordinary stock lor each £1 of 
existing stock held. ‘The whole of the crdinary stock was 
then converted into £1 fully-paid ordinary shares at par. Ln 
July. 1920, an issue was made of 339,512 ordinary shares of 
il each at par. Of this issue, which was not underwritten, 
245,075 shares were allotted in response to applications received. 
‘Lhe authorised share capital of the company is now £600,000 
in £l ordinary shares, of which 458,965 shares have been 
allotted. ‘Lhe directors state that the business generally con- 
tinues to develop satisfactorily. The new shop in course of 
erection for the extended manufacture of Brush-Ljungstrom 
turbo-generators has been delayed owing to difficulties in 
obtaining delivery of the steel work, but progress has been 
more rapid of late, and work on the buildings is now active. 
1he demand for these machines and their accessories for 
electric supply purposes has largely increased. Mr. 9. E. 
Spagnoletti resigned his seat on the board and Mr. C. Shirreff 
Hilton, a former director, was elected to fill the vacancy. 
Meeting: May 9th at 85, Kingsway, W.C. 2. 


Johnson & Phillips, Ltd.—The directors report that the 
profit for the year 1920 on trading accounts, &c., after making 
provision for bad and doubtful debts, and after charging to 
revenue upwards of £23,000 for maintenance of buildings, 
plant, &c., amounted to £95,406, plus £63,795 brought forward. 
After deducting the dividend paid April 20th, 1920, less tux, 
£30,625, and a bonus of 1 per cent. on first mortgage debenture 
stock, less tax, £512, the total is £131,004. There are deducted 
remuneration of directors,’ auditors’ and trustees’ fees, £1,511; 
interest on debenture stock to December, 1920, £3,657; reserve 
re debenture sinking fund, 49.227; interest on second deben- 
tures to December, 1920, £2,500; depreciation on machinery 
and plant, &c., £12,236; interest on loans, 44.50; income tax 
and excess profits duty, £24,312; loss on sale of 4 per cent. 
funding loan, 42.776; leaving £70,994. The directors recom- 
mend a dividend at the rate of 12} per cent. per annum, less 
income tax, on the 437,500 ordinary shares, requiring £35,251, 
leaving to be carried forward (subject to E.P.D. for 1920, and 
Corporation Profits Tax) £43,113. Meeting held yesterday, 
‘Thursday. 


Bromley Electric Light & Power Co., Ltd.—Mr. F. E. 
Gripper presided at the recent annual meeting. He said that 
the output for 1920 was the largest they had ever had; they 
had also increased their maximum rate to 10d. These two 
factors had increased their receipts by 47.607. but the work- 
ing expenses had also greatly increased. ‘The future prospects 
were difficult to forecast owing to the strike atmosphere. 
They hoped to get the benefit of substantial reductions in 
the cost of coal and other materials. If strikes did not 
materialise into anything serious, with normal business they 
might look forward to maintaining the 6 per cent. dividend, 
and, he hoped, increasing it, as under the present financial 
conditions 6 per cent. could not be considered an adequate 
return on ordinary share capital. 


North of Scotland Electric Light & Power Co.—The direc- 
tors report that the connections in Montrose have increased 
from 1,555 KW to 1,747 kW; in Brechin, from 90) kW to 
925 KW, and in Inverness from 2,058 kW to 2,316 kW, making 
a total of 5.017 kW in the three towns. After providing for 
interest on debentures and loans amounting to 43.917. writing 
off £254 from suspense account, and making provision for 
income tax, amounting to £1,992, there remains a balance of 
£7,529, plus £729 brought forward. A dividend at the rate 
of J4 per cent. fer the year, being the maximum allowed 
under the Temporary Increase of Charges Act, 15 recommended 
absorbing £625; £5,000 15 to be placed to renewal reserve 
account, 42,000 to general reserve account, and £634 is carried 
forward. 


London & Suburban Traction Co.—The revenue for 1920 
totalled £51.961. After deducting administration and general 
expenses, debenture and loan interest, amount paid into sink- 
ing fund for redemption of 5 per cent. debenture stock and 
other expenses chargeable to revenue, and including £1,205 
brought forward, there remains 42.098 to be carried forward. 
Beneficial effect of increased fares was only felt by operating 
companies during part of the year, while. on the other hand, 
increased working expenses prevailed throughout the year. 
During 1920 £14,120 debenture stock was purchased and can- 
celled, reducing amount outstanding to £271,175.— Financial 
Times. 


Pernambuco Tramways & Power Co.—This company an- 
nounces that the State Governinent of Pernambuco has granted 
it. inter alia, the right to increase tramway fares subject to 
the completion of the electrification of the 10 km. of steam 
tramway and an extension of 6 kin. of single track of the 
suburban electric lines. In order to repay temporary loans. 
to complete the tramways, and to extend the lighting and 
power programmes, separate meetings of shareholders and 
debenture holders are being held today to authorise the 


creation of a prior lien mortgage for £050,000, after which it is 
proposed in the near tuture tu make a prior hen debenture 
Issue sullicient to provide £10U,UUU.—sinducial dimcs. 


Bristol Tramways & Carriage Co., Líd.—Revenuc for 
1920. 4920, 5. an increase of 4 /2.69 0. ‘Lhe working and 
general expenses and renewals, however, amounted to 
T d. 885. In view of the abnormal conditions of the year, the 
directors transferred 415.000 trom the reserve fund, so that 
with the E.P.D. repayabie and the balance brought forward, 
the balance at net revenue account is £90,225. Debenture 
and other interest absorbs £37,497; preference dividend, 4 per 
cent., subject to income tax, £14,000; dividends of 7 per cent., 
free of tax, on the ordinary shares, £40,000; carrying forward 
£3,725. ‘The receipts of the tramways department increased 
by £160,079, and those of the carriage department decreased 
by £50,240. Passengers carried on the cars and motor 'buses 
Increased by 12.145.358 to 54,953,431. Increases of fares were 
authorized as from July 15th, 1920, and February Ist, 1921. 
Mr. C. Challenger has been elected a director. 


Peterborough Electric Traction Co., Ltd.—According to 
the Financial Times the directors recommend dividends of 
18 per cent. on the preference shares for the three years ended 
December, 1920; £765 to reserve; £3,000 to renewals; £6,132 
repairs and maintenance; carried forward £032. 


e 
Companies to be Struck off the Register.— The following 
are to be struck off the Register within three months unless 
cause is shown to the contrary :— 
Electric Tramways of Ribeirao Preto Brazil, Ltd. 
Midhurst and District Electric Supply Co., Ltd. 


Bath Electric Tramways, Ltd.—After providing for re- 
pairs and renewals, debenture interest, ind preference divi- 
dend, 45.000 is put to contingencies and renewals account 
and 42,305 curried forward. 


Chiswick Electricity Supply Corporation, Ltd.—Dividend 
for 1920, 8 per cent. per annum; to depreciation reserve, 
46,500; carried forward, £2,030. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


TUESDAY EVENING. 

THe Stock Exchange was closed for a long week-end, and this 
had the effect of increasing the amount of business which had 
to be dealt with on Tuesday (to-day), causing an appearance 
of activity in various markets owing to the execution of 
accuniulated orders. The tone of the markets continues firin, 
and the Budget as a factor is literally not mentioned. The 
reduction of the Bank Rate to 64 per cent. caused. surprise, 
and a certain regret. It was hoped that the Bank would 
either leave the rate at 7 per cent. or reduce it to 6 per cent., 
the halfway house being a most unusual halting-place with 
the Bank minimum standing as high as it is to-day. It is 
obvious, however, that the Court of Directors are being in- 
fluenced strongly by the industrial position. From the mone- 
tary point of view, there is no justification for holding the 
Rate as high as it is to-day, and, were the coal-strike to 
become settled, it would be followed immediately by a drop to 
6 per cent. in the rate, with possibly the hint of a further 
fall in the near future. | 

This consideration is doing more than anything else to keep 
steady the prices of investment Securities. People with money 
are still chary of using 1t for speculative purposes. The new 
Central Electric Notes muke a good illustration of the way m 
which first-class investinents are wanted, for the price has 
risen to 33 premium. The Citv of London Electric 8 per cent. 
second preference shares, Which started off at IS. discount 
when dealings commenced, have already hardened to a shade 
above the par price of 20s., and on the new ordinary. there 
is a premium of about Is. 3d. Other newcomers are expected 
from electrical companies before long, although it may be 
that the prospectuses will not be issued until after Whitsun. 

The demand for electrical manufacturing shares continues, 
and is a feature of the industrial markets at the present time. 
Electric Constructions are 9d. up at 178. Metropolitan-Vickers 
preference rose 1/16 to 1 11/16 xd. Siemens went up to 2s., 
but returned to 22x. 6d. English Electrics, also ex dividend, 
are better at 13s. 6d., allowing for the deduction. Edisons 
maintain their better position at 12s. 

Telegraph manufacturing issues are equally strong. Cal 
lender's show 1/16 gain and Henley's 4. The new llenlev's 
are harder at 27s. In the engineering group, Babcock & Wil 
cox have stiffened to 2}. nor has the continuance of the coal 
stoppage caused anv particular diminution of strength amongst 
the iron and allied companies’ shares. Vickers, however, are 
lower at 13s. 3d. e 

Cable stocks have again hardened. Eastern ordinary re. 
covered its dividend, and Globes, Eastern Extensions and 
Westerns are all better on the week. The reason is to be 
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found in the frequently-repeated statement of the attraction 
which these stocks and shares offer to the investor, who 
demands sound security and a net 61 per cent. return upon 
his capital. At current prices, the average yield is but little 
over 6 per cent.—equivalent to 84 per cent. gross, taking tax 
at 6s. in the pound. l 

The upward movement which started last week in London 
traction descriptions has made further progress. British Elec- 
tric Traction ordinary is higher at 354. London and Suburban 
Traction preference have enjoyed a little activity at the im- 
proved price of 6s. 6d., and the ordinary are a trifle firmer at 
2s. 9d. Even London United Tramways shares came into the 
sunlight and changed hands at 4àd. The tube railways are 
unchanged, Underground Incomes being 714, and the A shares 
6s. Districts, however, picked up to 154 and Metropolitans 
to 26, both being a point higher: 

Metropolitan Electric Supply ordinary are à up at 31. City 
Lights, at 28s. 9d., have regained the decline which occurred 
on publication of the prospectus offering new ordinary and 
preference. 

Mexicans are better in several cases. ‘The first mortgage 
bonds of the Tramways have risen 2 to 42, and Mexican Light 
and Power Firsts are 14 better at 684. Pernambuco Trams 
have given way on the issue of the report. Other foreign 


traction descriptions are not getting much notice. Marconi's 
touched 2 11/16 buyers; then came back to 23. Marconi 


Marines are a better market at 28s. 3d. Radio Corporations 
remain at 9s. 6d. for the Common and 11s. 6d. for the pre- 
ferred. Rubber shares are depressed on the price of the raw 
produce sinking to 94d. per lb., the lowest price touched for 
many years, and comparing with 12s. 9d. per lb. in 1910, when 
the rubber boom culminated. 


SHARE LIST OF ELECTRIGAL COMPANIES. 


Home ELECTRICITY COMPANIES. 


Dividend Price 
— — May 8, Yield. 
1919, 1920. 1921. Rise or fall. p.o. 
Brompton Ordinary. . 12 12 6 — £10 0 0 
Charing Cross Ordinary we Bá — 10 6 6 
do. do. do. 4 Pref... 43 42 2i — 716 6 
Chelsea.. is ix " 6 83 — 9 12 0 
City of London s m .. 18 14 170 4-64. 11 16 0 
do. do. 6 per cent. Pref... 6 6 1 7. — 7 1 2 
County of London .. , x 8 8 78 — 10 9 10 
do. do. 6 per cent. Pref... 6 6 8 — 710 0 
Kensington Ordinary ‘ is 7 9 43 — 10 18 2 
London Electrice . £s "x 23 2% 1 — 710 0 
do. do. 6 percent. Pref... 6 6 23 — 10 18 2 
Metropolitan .. bea e æ. 6 7 Bà + 10 7 4 
do. 4} per cent. Pref. .. 44 43 ^s — 770 
St. James’ and Pall Mall .. .. 12 12 6 — 10 0 0 
South London E s Ee 6 7 24 — 9 210 
South Metropolitan Pref... - 7 7 15/9 — 8 17 10 
Westminster Ordinary  .. .. 10 10 bà — 915 2 
TELEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES. 
1918 1919 
Anglo-Àm. Tel. Pref. oe eo 6 6 153 mA 7 12 10 
do. Def. .. 88/6 1% 15 — 9 10 6 
Chile Telephone x oe 8 6 d — 5 6 8 
Cuba Sub. Ord. isd vs - 7 7 7 — 9 6 8 
Eastern Extension .. ex .. 10 10 615 +k 6 8 0 
Eastern Tel. Ord. .. ve T 8 10 181 — 6 810 
Globe Tel. and T. Ord. .. as 8 10 16i + 2 8 8 0 
do. do. Pref. .. a 6 6 9 — 618 4 
Great Northern Tel. és . 22 22 227 + 4 918 4 
Indo-European T oe . 18 10 80xd +18 8 6 8 
Marconi T ee «à 2 2% 2b 28 +à — 
Oriental Telephone Ord. .. .. 10 12 22 — yy 15 18 0 
United R. Plate Tel. as si 8 8 62 — 610 8 
West India and Panama .. . 1⁄8 Nil x — Nil. 
Western Telegraph.. 525 bs 8 10 164 + 3 *6 1 8 
Home RAILS. 
1919 1920 
Central London Ord. Assented .. 4 4 444 — 900 
Metropolitan .. - m "& 1 )$ 26 +1 515 5 
do. District  .. $e N Nil 154 L2! Nil 
Underground Electric Ordinary.. Nil Nil 2 — Nil 
do. do. "A" Nil Nil 67 — Nil 
do. do. Income .. 4 2 712 — 910 0 
FonkEIGN Trams, &c., 
1918 1919 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref. .. Nil hà 98 — 10 9 
do. do. Ind Pref. .. Nil Nil 8 — Nil 
do. do. 696 Deb. 88 5 5 594 — 8 8 0 
Brazil Tractions  .. .. Ni Nil 81 —! Nil 
British Columbia Elec. Rly. Pice. 5 5 55 — 9 110 
do. do. Preferred 23 5 544 — 8 14 0 
do. do. Deferred Nil 8 51 — *11 17 6 
do. do. Deb. .. 4} 4} 58 — 754 
Mexico Trams 5per cent Bonds.. Nil Nil 42 +2 Nil 
do. 6 per cent. Bonds.. Nil Nil 23 +1 Nil 
Mexican Light Common .. .. Ni Nil 11 — Nii 
do. Pref. 92 .. Ni Nil 18 — Nil 
do. Ist Bonds .. Ni Nil: 683 +14 Nil 
MANUFACTURING COMPANIES. 
Babcock & Wilcox .. yx .. 15 15 2) +è 600 
British Alaminium Ord. .. .. 10 10 16/8 — 12 6 2 
British Insulated Ord. .. . 123 15 14 — 9 12 0 
Callenders  .. "T Sie .. 25 165 1 + 7; 10 0 0 
TI 64 Pref, oe oe ae 64 63 17/6 — 7 8 3 
Crompton Ord. T vi .. 10 10 )5/- — 18 6 8 
Edison-8wan .. At - .. 10 10 12/- — — 
do. do. 5 percent. Deb. .. 5 5 70 — 7 210 
Electric Construction " . 10 10 17/- 4 9d, 11 15 4 
English Electrio  .. is so xm 8 13/6xd — «6d. 1117 0 
Do. Pref. = |. — 6 14/- — 811 6 
Gen. Elec. Pref.  .. ax es 64 64 19/. — 6 16 10 
do. Ord. 80 8 ws .. 10 10 21/6 - *8 B 6 
Henley $a 925 .. 996 15 lj) +$ 10 8 8 
do. 4 Pref. ee ee oe 44 4} Laer 6 18 6 
India Rubber „ 0 oe ae 10 10 — — 
Met.-Vickers Pref, .. " = 8 .Hixd +A 9 9 8 
Biemens Ord. We i .. 10 10 dn — *8 17 10 
(Telegraph Con, vs - . 20 20 — 5 19 9 


* Dividends paid free of Income Tax. 


MARKET QUOTATIONS. 


IT should be remembered, in making use of the figures appearing 
in the following list, that in some cases the prices are only general, 
&nd they may vary according to quantities and other circumstances. 


Tuesday, May 3rd. 


t 
| Fortnight’s 


| 


Latest 

CHEMICALS, &c. | Price. | Inc. or Dec. 
a Acid, Oxalic i ; per lb. | 10d. | " 
a Ammoniac Sal ex ee .. per ton | £16 " 
a Ammonia, Muriate (large crystal) m £65 es 
a Bisulphide of Carbon 1 M he | P | PN 
g Borax .. 2 Pd ji £94 s 
a Copper Sulphate s 5 £893 £1 dec. 
a Potash, Chlorate .. per lb. | 6d. is 
a8 » Perchlorate 555 X 10d. 25 
a Shellac .. T a .. per owt. £16 10s. 50s. ine, 
a sulphate of Magnesia tt .. per ton £16 Pe 
a Sulphur, Sublimed Flowerg Ss i £19 ' a 
a se Lump ise id $3 " £18 si 
a Soda, Chlorate .. per lb. od. va 

„ Crystals NE s .. per ton £1 p 
a Sodium Bichromate, casks per lb. Ed. 4d. dec 

METALS, &c. | 

p Babbitt's Metal Ingote „ . per ton £95 to £800 ; 
c Brass (rolled metal 2" to 12" basis) per lb. 113d. . 
€ „ Tubes (solid drawn) "m T | 1/12 vo 1/2 A 
c „ Wire, basis a $4 | 11d. : 
c Copper Tubes (solid drawn) » 1/34 
c 2 Bars (beet selected) per ton 4118 sx 
c 15 Sheet .. <a 8 m a £116 vs 
c m Rod .. 855 RE a " £116 ART 
d „ (Electrolytic) Bars is £78 £1 dec. 
d „. i Sheets ox i £145 - 
d 5 1 Wire Rods.. is £89 £1 dee. 
d 97 E 9,9 H.C. Wire. * per Ib. | 1171 i dec. 
f Ebonite Rod. ay m eu 5 8/6 T 
f „n Sheet. „ 8/- | e 
m German Silver Wire ix s 5 2/9 ee 
bh Gutta-percha, fine .. $a 1 ji 14/- to 16/- zë 
h India.rubber, Para fine z 15 103d. id. dec. 
Iron Pig (Cleveland Warrants) .. per ton Nom. 1 

„ Wire, galv. No. 8, P.O. qual. 11 £40 s^ 
g Lead, English Pig i5 " i £21 10s. 90s. inc. 
g Mercury s T T per bot. | £115 to £11 10 25s. dec. 
e Mica (in original cases) small .. per lb. 4d. to 4/- s 
6 ^, T » medium.. sí 5/- to 10/- 
e ^ K is large n 12/6 to 25/- & up zs 
p Phosphor Bronze, plain castings . ás 1/4 to 1/9 a 
p 10 „ rolled bars and rods 0 2/1 to 2/6 m 
p " » rolled strip & sheet " 2/2 to 2/7 sa 
d Silicium Bronze Wire - .. perib. 1/02 1d. dec 
r Steel, Magnet, in bars a 1/8 m 
m Tin, Block (English) per ton £166 to £167 E ine 
B „ Wire, Nos. 1 to 16 per lb. 47 | Es 
p White Anti-friction Metals per ton £78 to £300 ' 85 

| 


a G. Boor & Co. 
c Thos. Bolton & Sons, Ltd. 
d Frederick Smith & Co. 
e F. Wiggins & Sons. 
f India-Rubber, Gutta-Percha and 
Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. p ————-— 
r W. F. Dennis & Co. 


h Edward Till & Co. 

4 Bolling & Lowe. 

I Richard Johnson & Nephew, Ltd. 
m P. Ormiston & Sons. 


German Factories in the Argentine. — The South 
American market is one which has claimed a considerable 
share of attention from Germany in her post-war trade activity. 
According to a F.B.I. correspondent, writing from the Argen- 
tine, @ movement has been started for the establishment in 
that country of German factories, with a view to utilising the 
abundant raw materials available. As an instance which has 
recently come beneath his notice, he mentions the purchase by 
Herr Thyssen, the German industrial magnate, of an extensive 
factory site on the Riachuelo, comprising numerous large and 
well-built brick buildings, and possessing direct railway con- 
nection with all parts of the Republic. Efforts made to in- 
terest British capital in. the site proved fruitless, though the 
German buyer is said to have made up his mind within twenty- 
four hours of inspecting the place. The Thyssen group has 
also, he states, bought one of the large engineering shops in 
Avellaneda. 

A newspaper cutting forwarded by the correspondent an- 
nounces that the Argentine Consul in Berlin has informed his 
Government of a proposal to transplant bodily various Saxon 
factories engaged in the manufacture of sacking for bags, to- 
gether with a number of skilled workers. Experiments are at 
present in progress with raw material from Argentina, from 
which astonishingly good results are being obtained. Certain 
obstacles are, however, being placed in the way of the export 
of the necessary machinery by weavers of similar textiles in 
Germany. Another German firm proposes to install a factory 
in the Republic for the purification of oil obtained from Argen- 
tine linseed, and a technical personnel is being recruited under 
the direction of the industrial chemist, Dr. Reichau. The 
quality of the samples obtained by the process to be intro- 
duced leads the Argentine Consul to regard this as an im- 
portant step in the development of native industries. The 
Federation's representative in Rio de Janeiro mentions in 8 
recent letter a report that certain German syndicates propose 
the erection in Argentina of textile mills in areas where ade- 
quate water-power is available.—Bulletin of the Federation of 
British Industries. 
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THE INDUSTRIAL 2SITUATION LIN SWEDEN. 


AS a growing manufacturing country—one of those non- 
belligerent countries which were compelled to develop their 
industrial resources owing to the exigencies of the war— 
Sweden clauns a prominent position, aud tor this reason the 
report by Mr. H. hershaw, Commercial Secretary to H.M. 
Legation at Stockholm, on the commercial and industrial 
situation of Sweden at the close of 1920, has been issued at 
an appropriate moment. 


The report states, in its general review, that in the course 
Of years many industries have been brought to a high standard 
of elüciency, including the manufacture of bail bearings, 
telephones, and many other electrical appliances. 1 hough 
the war did nothing to retard the progress of these and other 
industries, the phenomenal advances in manufacturing and 
engineering accomplished through the force of circumstances 
in belligerent countries are said to make it incumbent upon 
Swedish engineers to exercise their maxunuin efforts in order 
to keep pace with the abnormally rapid developments which 
took place during the war. As to the high costs of produc- 
tion which prevailed in Sweden in the past two years, the 
report attributes this partly to the dearness of coal. When 
the latter rose to about 150 to 160 kr. per ton, manufacturers 
began to feel the injurious effects of the costs of production. 
As a result of these adverse.factors many suggestions were 
made in responsible quarters to press forward the schemes 
for the more extensive utilisation of the waterfalls for the 
provision of electrical energy for lighting and power purposes 
on a comunercial basis. Now, however, that the price ot coal 
has fallen to about 70 kr. per ton, the report remarks that 
it remains to be seen whether these schemes will command 
the same enthusiasm. To this statement may be added the 
fact that owing to the situation of the State finances and the 
great expenditure now necessary for the establishment of 
hydro-electric works, the Hydro-Electric Department is re- 
stricting the amount of the extension work being carried out 
at existing works and in connection with proposed new hydro- 
electric works. 


BRITISH AND GERMAN TRAVELLERS IN SWEDEN.—Coming to 
consider the problem of British trade with Sweden, the Com- 
mercial Secretary states that the time has arrived when 
British manufacturers and exporters must seriously consider 
the methods of conducting their agencies in Sweden. As lie 
Says, an enormous amount of trade has been, and is still, 
being lost to British manufacturers for no other reason than 
that many Swedish traders are placed in the position of being 
required to carry on their British import business through 
agents domiciled in other Scandinavian countries, which was 
originally due to the existence of well-established and strong 
financial houses in these other countries. These reasons, 
however, no longer hold good. During recent years there 
has arisen in Sweden a large number of very experienced 
import and export merchants whose business is well supported 
by the great banks, which lend their aid not only by credit 
advances, but also give daily advice on market and monetary 
conditions. It is true to say, therefore, that a feeling of re- 
sentment has gained ground in Sweden towards the prevailing 
custom, which often compels the Swedes to carry on British 
import trade through the medium of travellers from other 
parts of Scandinavia who visit the country periodically. 

As a consequence of the rapid growth of harbour facilities 
at Gothenburg, Stockholm, and Malmo, together with the 
establishment of free ports and warehouses, supported by a 
rapidly increasing mercantile marine, a gradual and organic 
change is taking place in Sweden, so that in the course of 
time the country will have to be reckoned with seriously in 
merchant trading, whether directly with Sweden itseli or 
indirectly with the States in the Baltic. 

In emphasising the fact that the present is an appropriate 
time for taking the matter into consideration in all its 
bearings, the report says that German travellers are visiting 
the country in large numbers, and many applications are 
being received from German firms for agents in Sweden. 
British travellers are urged to discontinue ‘the habit of con- 
fining their visits to a few of the large towns such as Stock- 
holm, Gothenburg, Malmo, and Norrkoping, and missing, on 
the ground-that it entails too much trouble, the considerable 
number of small towns where a very thriving business is 
to be done. At the same time, it is admitted that British 
travellers are now visiting Sweden in increasing numbers, 
although. not to a sufficient extent, in view of the large 
amount of trade which is declared to await enterprising firms. 


THe PROTECTION OF INDUSTRIES. —During the second half of 
the year, according to the report, perhaps the most important 
agitation ventilated publicly related to energetic demands on 
the part of industrial representatives for the imposition of 
import duties on those classes of manufactures which form 
some of the staple industries in Sweden. In order to under- 
stand the real meaning of this movement the report mentions 
that many industries originated during the war, and a number 
developed their operations and carried on a thriving business 
owing to the practical cessation of imports. Money was 

lentiful, and consequently prices reached a high level, and 
it was easy to carry on manufacturing owing to the almost 
complete absence of competition 


A reversal of these factors, however, took vilae in 1920, and 
in consequence of the very low rate of German exchange, 
and in contlict with outside competition, many important 
Swedish industries were faced with serious problems, which 
were stil more accentuated by the high scale of wages. 
Under the circumstances a comprehensive case for additional 
protection was submitted to the Government by the Federation 
of Swedish Industries. The principal industries affected are 
iron and steel, textiles, glass, boots and shoes, furniture, and 


. certain branches of the electrical industry. 


In spite of the strong case put forward by the representa- 
tive associations, both the Swedish Board of ‘Trude and the 
Economic Council, Which were invited to express an opinion 
on the question, decided against an all-round raising of the 
Customs duties and import prohibitions. The utmost they 
found it possible to recommend, compatible with the general 
economic conditions, was the imposition of provisional in- 
creases in the duties in isolation cases where very urgent 
reasons existed in connection with certain distressed industries 
which it was in the national interest to maintain. The report 
states that the answer of the authorities to these requests for 
vigorous protective measures—sugyested trebling of the import 
duties—is not surprising. 

It 15, however, important to note that the Government 
had not given an answer by the end of last year, and has 
not done so down to the present time. What the Government 
did, after hearing the views of the Swedish Board of Trade, 
which by no means is the equivalent of the English Board 
of ‘Trade, was to appoint a committee to consider the whole 
question. ‘The committee held various meetings, and then 
held conferences with the representatives of various industries 
which it is necessary to maintain in the national interest, 
subsequently settling down to the drawing up of their con- 
clusions, which were published by the Ministry for Commerce 
at the beginning of April of the present year. There 18 no 
report; the members of the committee have merely stated 
their individual views; three members are against any increase 
in the duties, while the others are divided as between a 
partial and a general increase in the duties. Now the Govern- 
ient has to determune its attitude on the problem or, in 
other words, to give its answer to the petitioning industries. 

Dealing with industry and trade in detail, the report re- 
marks that the national industries had to face considerable 
difficulties during the year. Manufacturers not only had to 
fight competition, but at the same time they were unable 
to obtain capital or realise funds at a time of considerable 
stress owing to the stringent credit conditions and the 
shortage of money. On the one hand, the importation of 
large quantities of goods from Germany and from other 
countries also having a depreciated currency naturally reduced 
very largely the market for Swedish goods; and on the other, 
it was impossible to reduce the enhanced costs of production 
owing to the high rates of wages and the operation of the 
eight-hour day. 

IRON AND STEEL.—Leaving on one side timber and wood - 
pulp and paper, the report approaches the iron and steel 
industry, Which is stated to have experienced a temporary 
improvement in the early months of the year, but the pro- 
duction is still far below the average output 1n previous norinal 
years. As statistics of production and of the number of blast 
furnaces and steel furnaces in operation have already been 
issued by the Swedish Iron and Steel Association for the 
whole of last year, it 1s unnecessary to refer to the figures 
given in the report for the first nine months of 1920. 

On the whole, iron and steel manufacturers were able to 
maintain their position in the export markets surprisingly 
well, but considerable difficulty was experienced in the home 
market, owing to the large imports of semi-finished and of 
manufactured iron and steel products, of which steel rails 
represented a large proportion. Generally speaking, the iron 
and steel industry at present is in a difticult situation, and 
many works have been compelled. in order to keep in opera- 
tion, to sell at prices almost below the costs of production. 
The two factors of decreasing demand and falling sale prices, 
tovether with the severe competition from Germany, are the 
causes of the existing state of affairs; and it was for these 
reasons that the Iron and Steel Association made urgent 
representations for the introduction of protective measures. 

ELECTRIC TRACTION AND WIRELESS STATIONS.—After dealing 
with the textile and other industries, the report proceeds to 
refer to the State railways. It is mentioned that a Bill was 
introduced into Parliament asking for the allocation of 
26,000,000 kr. out of the 1922 funds as an instalment towards 
the electrification of the railway between Stockholm and 
Gothenburg, the total expenditure of which is estimated at 
15,000,000 kr. In this connection it is stated that a number 
of electric locomotives has already been ordered by the State 
railway authorities. Similar assertions were made some time 
ago in the Swedish newspapers, but no firm has hitherto 
admitted having received the order. The accuracy of the 
statement is, moreover, questioned by the fact that, as the 
report says, there is some doubt at present as to whether 
the direct current or the single phase, alternating current 
system should be adopted. The alternating current system 
had been previously decided upon, but the head engineers 
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now appear disposed to alter their opinion." It is, however, 
not mentioned that the change of opinion is due to the 
knowledge gained by the Swedish State railway engineers of 
the working of the direct current system in the United States 
on the occasion of the visit which they paid to that country 
some months ago. 

Wireless telegraphy follows shipping, shipbuilding, free 
ports, and warehouses, and the suggested train ferry between 
Sweden and England. The chief public stations are at Vax- 
holm, Karlskrona, Tingstade, and Gothenburg. An attempt 
to establish wireless communication (spark system) between 
Sweden and Italy was made in the night of August 26th-27th, 
1920. The experiment was completely successful, and messages 
were exchanged directly between the Swedish station at 
Karlborg and the San Paulo station in Rome. A proposal is 
now under consideration for the construction of a new high 
power station at Falkenberg on the West Coast, for direct 
communication with America, which is expected to be one 
of the largest stations in the world. 

WaTER POWER AND ELECTRIFICATION.—The electrical manu- 
facturing industry is entirely ignored by the report, but under 
the heading of water power and electritication—the latter 
term is used by the Swedes also to designate electric supply 
schemes for agricultural districts—it is stated to be estimated 
that the available water power at industrial mean water 
(about nine months of the year) totals 6,700,000 h.p., the 
development of which has seriously engaged the attention 
of the Government and of manufacturers during the past few 
years. The difficulty experienced in procuring coal and the 
very high prices which had to be paid for this fuel Have 
created an enormous incentive to progress in electrification 
schemes. 


Another important aspect is the electrochemical industry, 


which is growing year by year. The industry already exports 
considerabie quantities ol calcium carbide, niuolime, chlorates 
and perchlorates, sulphate or sodium, and chloride of lime; 
und among electrometallurgical products ure mentioned electro 
pig iron, electro steel, ferru-silicon, [erro-unanganese, Zc, 
und lead. 

Some of the largest power stations are at Trolllattan, 
Which 15 equipped with 15 turbo-generators, each of 11,900 h.p. 
and developing a total of 104,000 kW. ‘Lhe large station at 
Porjus is built underground as a protection against frost, and 
the power is distributed to the Kiruna and Malmsberg mines 
ot tie Grangesberg Co., and is also employed tor the working 
of the electric railway between Gellivare and the Riksgransen 
(Norwegian frontier). 

At present only about 30 per cent. of the cultivated area 
of Sweden is electrified, and with a view to increasing the 
number of power stations the Government granted to the 
" Electric Fower Construction Loan Fund’ the sum of 
3,500,000 kr. in 1918-19, but it appears that the applications 
for loans received by the administrators of the fund exceeded 
17,000,000 kr. The Government inade a further grant of 
2,500,000 kr. to the fund in 1920, and a still further ainount 
of 1,500,000 kr. has been earmarked for 1921. The authorities 
are petitioning for larger grants inasmuch as it has not been 
possible down to the present to grant more than one-third 
of the applications under the scheme. 

The total production of energy at the State power stations 
in 1920 amounted to 740,000,000 kWh, as compared with 
685,000,000 kWh in the previous year; and the total income 
derived from all the generating stations was 19,070,000 kr. 
last year, as contrasted with 12,370,000 kr. in 1919. 

A discussion of labour and social questions, statistics of 
imports and exports, &c., bring the report to & conclusion. 


MAGNETOS FOR INTERNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINES. 


By A. 


E. WATSON, A. M. I. E. E. 


(Abstract of paper read before the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS.) 


Tue function of a magneto is to supply at perfectly regular 
intervals a sudden electrical impulse in the torm ot a spark 
between & pair of points in the engine cylinder usually about 
0.0 mm. apart which are, at the moment when the spark is 
required, surrounded by gas at a pressure which may reach as 
high as 6 or 7 atmospheres. It is agreed that, with any of the 
gaseous mixtures met with in practice, provided a spark is pro- 
duced between the plug points, ignition is bound to occur. 

The characteristics of sparking plugs indicate that, in order 
to ensure satisfactory starting. the magneto must give a peak 
voltage of 10,000 volts when the engine is turned by hand or 
by the electric starter. This speed may be taken as being 
approximately 100 r.p.m. on the engine in the case of motor 
cars of small and moderate sizes. lt is much less in the case 
of lorry and tractor engines where self-starters are not fitted. 

Typical speed / voltage curves are shown in fig. 1. The upper 
limit of speed is very rarely encountered, except in the case of 
aeroplane engines, when with some cyiinder arrangements the 
normal speed of a two-spark magneto may be 21 times engine 
speed. ‘The conditions as regards voltage required are usually 
less severe in such a case than at low speeds, as the tempera- 
ture is considerably higher, and at extreme speeds the gas 
pressure in the cylinders is reduced, due to throttling in the 
induction system. A figure of 8,000 volts is certainly an out- 
side one, even for high-compression engines with well-designed 
induction systems, and 5,000 to 6,000 volts is a more usual 
figure. On the other hand, adverse conditions due to plug 
leakage are generally more likely to occur at high speeds than 
at low ones. 

Adverse conditions due to leakage may be due to various 
causes, all but one of which are effective at starting when 
everything is cold and when the magneto running slowly pro- 
duces a comparatively feeble spark. Leakage through the body 
of the insulator of the plug itself is generally only evident 
when the insulation of the plug has been heated. Some porce- 
lains show & well-marked leakage at quite low temperatures, 
but mica shows practically nothing up to 500 deg. C. With 
satisfactory sparking plugs a temperature sufficient to render 
the insulation conducting will certainly be sufficient to cause 
trouble to develop through pre-ignition, before any failure 
would arise due to electrical leakage. ‘The spark discharge con- 
sists of two portions, first a capacity spark in which the energy 
stored in the capacity of the leads, terminals, &c., discharges 
practically instantaneously across the gap. and following upon 
this a flame-like spark or arc, the duration of which is con- 
trolled by the electrical constants of the machine. The total 
energv in the discharge does not strictly represent the capa- 
bility of a magneto for dealing with a leaky circuit. Clearly 
this is more u function of the maxtmum current which the 


f 


magneto can supply than of the total spark energy, the con- 


dition being that the machine shall furnish the leakage cur- 
rent of the system at the same time that it charges all the 
terminal capacity up to the sparking voltage. A machine giving 
a small current lasting for a long time will be much less suit- 


able for this purpose than one giving a heavy current for a 
shorter period, even though the total energy may be greater. 

Direct measurement of the current which the magneto can 
yield is ditlicult. The simplest and most satisfactory method 
of comparing different machines is by shunting their terminals 
with a high resistance in parallel with a spark-gap. The value 
of the resistance necessary to stop sparking is then employed 
as a criterion of the capability of the machine for dealing with 
a leaky circuit. Such a test is generally called a utility 
test," and the resistance required to quench the spark 1s the 
' utility ’’ of the magneto. 

Fig. 2 gives a series of utility figures obtained on various 
types of magnetos, the majority of which gave satisfactory ser- 
vice, showing that in many cases the machine had a very large 
margin to spare over what was actually required of it. The 
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Fic. 1.—PERFORMANCE OF VARIOUS 


FIG. 2.—COMPARATIVE 
MAGNETOS AT LOW SPEEDS. 


UTILITY CURVES. 


machine shown in curve 6 actually did give trouble in service. 
due to a defect in the design, which was overcome, and the 
machine then gave the results shown on curve 1, after which 
no further trouble was experienced. Curve 7 is for a battery 
ignition set and is just the reverse of that given by the mag 
netos. Battery sets are always good starters, but usually fail 
to function at very high engine speeds, unless very great care 
is taken in their design. At the present time there is no 
generally accepted standard of utility which. a magneto must 
fulfil, but the author's firm has adopted the figure of 4 
micromhos, and no case has yet been observed of & machine 
which passes this test giving trouble on an engine. 

The principles of operation of a magneto are next dealt witb. 
and the cycle of operations accompanying each spark is con- 
sidered in successive steps which may be divided into: (1) 
storage of energy in the magnetic field, and (2) the collapse of 
that field and the transference of the energy to the secondary 
circuit. The relation between the properties and the dimen- 
sions of the magnets and the energy which can be stored in the 
magnetic field are considered in detail, attention being drawn 
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to the importance of the shape of the s m loop and its effect 
upon the energy which can be stored. It is shown that the 
most important property of the magnet is the maximum value 
of B H and that the value of B H and the curve connecting B H 
and H are, therefore, important criteria in the choice of a per- 
manent magnet. 

Until & year ago the range of magnetic properties of avail- 
able steels was somewhat restricted. Great use is made in 
America of chromium steels which, although not quite equal to 


tungsten, give results considerably better than the plain carbon 


steels. A good chromium steel magnet will give a (B H) max. 

of from 240,000 to 250,000, against a corresponding figure for 
tungsten of from 280,000 to 300,000, while a plain carbon steel 
will not usually exceed 200,000. These steels were also used in 
Germany during the war, when tungsten was unobtainable in 
that country. During the last 12 months, however, the range 
of steels available has been enormously extended by the intro- 
duction of the new cobalt steels. From these steels, which con- 


Section o sq cm: 
Section 05 »q cm 


Speed in rpm 


SPARK ENERGY CURVES. 


WINDING. EXTENDED POLE-TIPS. 


tain cobalt alloyed with iron in various proportions in addi- 
tion to other elements such as tungsten, chromium, &c., a 
very wide range of figures can be obtained. With 35 per cent. 
of cobalt, values of (B H) max. as high as 900,000 can be reached, 
the value of Brem. being trom 10,000 to 10,500 with a value of 
Be of about 200 to 240. Such a steel is expensive owing to the 
high price of cobalt, but a very much smaller amount ot it is 
required, and the higher coercive force opens up great possi- 
bilities in the way of simplification of design, owing to the 
reduction in magnet length permitting straight bars to be used 
in place of the horseshoe magnets hitherto employed. ‘These 
steels have not yet been available for a sufficient length of time 
to allow their influence on design to become apparent, but 
there is little doubt that they will lead to very considerable 
developments during the next few years. The utility of the 
machine is by no means proportionate to the energy output, 
and the present trend of design is to Maintain or to increase 
the utility while reducing the energy output. Hence the size 
of magnets provided in machines of a given performance has 
been considerably reduced. 

A condition to be fulfilled by the design is that the removal 
of the armature shall not take the magnet appreciably beyond 
the point of (B H)max. This gives a relation between the gap 
between the poles of a magnet, the magnetic constants of the 
material, and the length of the magnet emploved. As the 
magnetic constants will vary with the material employed, it is 
useful to express the proportions of the magnet in terms of 
the magnetic potential between its extremities.. This is zero 
when the magnet is short-circuited, and should never exceed 
the value corresponding to the optimum value of B H. The 
value of this quantity ranges from about 600 for very small 
motor-cycle magnetos, to 1,200 for machines intended for lorry 
and similar work. Ordinary tungsten steels have the optimum 
value of B H at about n 240, corresponding to a length of from 
15 to 30 cm. : 

The general effect of both armature and air-gap reluctance is 
to reduce the available amount of stored energy; both must, 
therefore, be reduced to the least value possible. The air-gap 
is generally about 0.1 to 0.15 mm. measured radially. The 
universal employment of ball-bearings for the armature spindle 
facilitates the maintenance of such a small gap. The armature 
reluctance can be kept low by using material of high permea- 
bility and taking care not to work at too high a density, but 
if the density chosen is too low the size of the core and the 
length of the primary winding are increased, thus reducing the 
constraint of the primary winding upon the flux, and reducing 
the amount of flux distortion at low speeds. The usual density 
in most machines is from 12,000 to 15,000 lines per sq. cm.. 
and the corresponding magnetic potential between the pole- 
faces when the armature is in its zero position is approxi- 
mately 100 C.G.S. units, or, say. from 8 to 16 per cent. of the 
value corresponding to storage of maximum energy. 

The effect of armature resistance has a very important bear- 
ing upon the operation of the machine, more especially at low 
speeds. The effect of the primary resistance is to cause a flux- 
change to occur in the armature core as it rotates in the act of 
distorting the field, inducing in the primary winding a small 


e.m.f. which maintains the current producing the distortion. 
The e.m.f. necessary for a given flux distortion will be inde- 
pendent of the speed and of the time elapsed since the begin- 
ning of the cycle and so will, therefore, be the rate of the tux- 
change. Consequently, for low speeds of rotation and long 
cycles the total tlux-change will be very much less than for 
short ones, so that the flux actually distorted at the point of 
break will diminish as the speed is reduced, and there will be 
a corresponding diminution in the stored energy. Consequently 
the spark energy will rise as the speed increases up to a maxi- 
mum value at which the amount of flux leaking back is small 
compared with the total. This maximum value is generally 
obtained at about 2,000 r.p.m. and is clearly shown in fig. 3. 
To get the best performances at low speeds without any sacri- 
fice in other directions, the cross-sections of the primary wind- 
ing must be as great as possible and its length of mean turn a 
minimum. It is impossible to design a machine which will 
give a good performance at low speeds over a large angle and 
will still give ample spark energy in all positions at high speeds 
without exceeding the optimum value of B B for the magnet. 

Machines employing & separate transformer have an impor- 
tant advantage in that the whole of the space on the armature 
can be filled with short-circuited winding. Fig. 4 shows the 
way in which the performance of a magneto at low speeds 
varies with changes in the copper cross-section of the primary 
winding, and also with the shape of the pole-shces ; the pole- 
shoes have been extended so as to give a more uniform per- 
formance. Fig. 5 shows the way in which the position of 
maximum utility varies with the speed and angular position of 
the armature. To obtain a variable point of ignition, a better 
arrangement on theoretical grounds is to fix the position of the 
armature with relation to the pole-shoes at which the spark 
occurs, and obtain any uecessary variations in timing by alter- 
ing the angular relation of the magneto to the engine, which 
may be done by several forms of special coupling. 

Having traced the storage of energy in the stretched mag- 
netic field, the author considers the transformation of this 
energy into that represented by a current flowing in the high- 
pressure circuit. In an actual machine the presence of eddv 
currents in the armature core and pole-shoes retards the move- 
ment of the flux and, therefore, lessens the secondary voltage 
which a given flux-change can produce. Further, the primary 
and secondary windings, each with its own associated capa- 
city, form & pair of coupled circuits which interact. Tt is 
important to make the necessary flux-change as small as pos- 
sible, for it 1s upon this that the performance of the machine 
at low speeds primarily depends. The most obvious point 
calling for attention is the correct lamination of the magnetic 
circuit. It has always been the practice to laminate the arma- 
ture core carefully, and now the majority of British firms and 
one or two American ones are fitting laminated pole-shoes. 
Fig. 6 gives comparative tests made on the same machine with 
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Fic. 5.— VARIATION IN POSITION FIG. 6.—COMPARATIVE TESTS 
oF Max. UTILITY WITH SPEED. ON MACHINE WITH SOLID AND 


LAMINATED POLE SHOES. 8 


solid and laminated pole-shoes, and shows clearly the advan- 
tage derived from the latter. By adopting the laminated 
construction à saving in weight of from 25 to 30 per cent. can 
generally be effected without any deterioration in perform- 
ance. 

The condenser may be regarded as a device for suppressing 
sparking at the contact-breaker points, and as forming one 
element of an oscillatory circuit inductively coupled with the 
secondary. In practice the rupture of the primary circuit can 
never be instantaneous, and there is a definite relation be- 
tween the sparking voltage between the two points and the 
time that has elapsed since they commenced to separate. The 
rate of pressure-rise and maximum voltage developed appear 
to be independent of the cam shape, so that the mechanical 
conditions of break do not appear to be of great importance. 
A voltage of about 350 volts appears to be necessary for a gap 
of 0.1 mm., rising somewhat as the gap is reduced to 0.001 
mm., and then falling again. On this basis, provided the 
voltage had not attained a higher figure than 350 volts during 
the first 0.001 mm. travel of the points, sparking would not 
occur, whereas it is found that the capacity must be much 
more than corresponds to this rate of rise in order to suppress 


sparking. 
(To be concluded.) 


600 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol. 88. No. 3,307, Mar 6, 1981, 


— (— a p 


THE INDUSTRIAL APPLICATION OF 


VARIABLE-SPEED MOTORS. 
Bx Dr. S. PARKER SMITH. 


(Abstract of lecture delivered at the WESTERN CENTRE of the 
INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS.) 


THE. furty-frst ordinary meeting of the Western Centre 
of the Institution of Electrical Engineers was held at 
Swansea on April 4th, when a large audience assembled to 
hear Dr. S. Parker Smith lecture on The Industrial Applica- 
tion of Variable-Speed Motors.” 

The LECTURER approached the subject from the point of 
view of the designer, and in the course of a comprehensive 
and interesting discourse, stated that series-parallel sets were 
economical but expensive; resistance control was suitable only 
for starting, and was very uneconomical, but field control was 
simple and economical. ln Creedy s ingenious device the 
number of poles was changed by changing the number of 
phases. ‘Lhe lecturer deplored the lack of encouragement 
given to British manufacturers in their endeavour to produce 
variable speed motors—they were almost driven abroad to 
get a suitable nuniber of steps in speed. He desired British 
firms to lead not to follow. A.c. commutating motors were 
almost solely built by Continental firms, and the British 
Thomson-llouston Co. was practically the only firm in this 
country supplying that type of machine. It would be very 
misleading to say that those motors could be built for any 
desired power and speed range. ‘Lhe three-phase cummutator 
was the latest production in electrical engineering, but it had 
more lunitations than the one-phase commutating motor. ‘he 
chief limitation was that due to the pulsating flux. With 
the d.c. motor two speeds were obtained with series-parallel 
control, and speed was increased slightly by weakening the 
field. In the a.c. one-phase motor six speeds were obtained 
with no trouble at all. It was more ditticult to overcome 
the pulsating flux in the three-phase than in the one-phase 
machine. A perfectly satisfactory job was made from about 
zero to four times synchronous speed. It was perfectly satis- 
factory for all continental railways with the exception of 
French ones, which preferred to use d.c.; in Italy three-phase 
was used. By imposing cascade commutating motors on 
induction motors not only were all the characteristics obtained 
that were obtained with d.c. commutating motors, but a wider 
range of speed control was obtained by varying the voltage 
—that applied to motors with series characteristics. Some 
years ago a paper was read before the Institution of Civil 
Engineers by Mr. Ll. B. Atkinson, in which means were 
shown of obtaining a shunt characteristic with an a.c. com- 
mutator, and also means for varying the speed. Mr. Atkin- 
son's methods had been developed. not in this country but 
in Germany. In future there would be demands for speed 
control without converting to d.c., but the devices must be 
simple. Co-operation between the user and the maker was 
absolutely necessary—it was not the policy of makers to 
build machines for orders as an experiment unless it was 
done by agreement; makers should be encouraged to build 
experimental machines in conjunction with the users, and 
a cordial and friendly arrangement should be made that a 
certain system would be tried for obtaining a desired result. 
He considered if that were done there would not be nearly 
the trouble and difficulty experienced in the past. Where 
a hard and fast specification was given it was usually accom- 
panied by stringent guarantees, which were probably neces- 
sary under past conditions, but which tended to kill experi- 
mental work. If they were to develop on the lines suggested 
and to lead instead of follow, they must have co-operation 
in that direction. 

Principal SiBLEVY (Swansea University) urged that the In- 
stitution might allow more than one meeting a session at 
Swansea, and also alluded to the engineering course at the 
Swansea College and the lectures which were to be given by 
Mr. J. W. Burr, the borough electrical engineer of Swansea. 

Prof. Bacon (Swansea College) commented on the fact that 
the lecturer was a man who had the courage of his con- 
victions. It was good to know that a man of his calibre was 
in charge of heavy engineering at South Kensington. He 
agreed with Dr. Smith's opening remark that the life of 
the Institution was in its provineial Centres, and those Centres 
served up a much more appetising bill of fare than that 
obtainable in London. 

Mr. J. W. Berr (Swansea) explained that he had offered to 
lecture to the Swansea University. Municipal supply en- 
gineers realised that induction and synchronous motors were 
not suitable for all purposes; they also realised that it was 
necessary in most places to install rotary converters, &c. 
Supply authorities had no objection to a man wasting “ juice“ 
if he wanted to. With regard to power factor, that was a 
point which all station engineers had to tackle. They realised 
that consumers taking current at 0.6 power factor were in 
effect using a 1,000-KW generator to give 600 kW, and to 
adjust them 400 kW had to be added to capital charges; that 
not only applied to generation, but also to transformation, 
distribution, and transmission losses. and it behoved them as 
engineers to improve their power factor. 


Mr. A. ELLISs (Cardiff) said he could lay claim to being 
one of three of Sir Charles Parsons's first pupils, and had Bir 
Charles given up hope of developing his turbine as the British 
manufacturer had given up the variable speed motor, the 
electrical and the shipping industries would not have been in 
the position they occupied to-day. He agreed with Dr. Smith 
that instead of leading they were following, and thought it 
very desirable that supply engineers should extend to manu- 
facturers that co-operation. which was necessary to bring 
about desired results. 

Prof. Isaacs pointed out that the induction motor had 
many advantages of which the absence of a commutator was 
held to be the greatest. lt was a fact that to-day many mille 
were being driven at uneconomic speeds because induction 
motors were installed. Dr. Smith had shown them the way 
to get over that difficulty. He indicated that they were on 
the wrong track, and that the development of the polyphase 
commutator motor must be improved. There was a scarcity 
of literature in England on that matter, and at scarcely any 
university would be found an example of a polyphase com- 
mutator motor. Perhaps the representatives of manufacturers 
would bear those points in mind. 

Mr. JENKINS (Metropolitan-Vickers Co.) said that the com- 
mutator motor at first sight appeared very simple. In con. 
nection with the lecturer's remarks that German manufac- 
turers were more ready to develop than British. manufacturers, 
it should be recalled why they were able to do that. In 
Germany there were practically only three manufacturing 
companies; prices were fixed, and nothing was sold under 
a fixed minimum, and in that way prices of plant in Gerinany 
were kept up to a level to enable them to develop at nome 
and take the export markets. Considerable assistance was 
derived by manufacturers from industrial banks, and before 
the English. manufacturer could develop sunilarly, he muat 
have corresponding facilities; he considered the time was 
ripe for such a policy to be considered by Great Britain. The 
lecturer had inferentially stated that the German was a super- 
engineer. llis (Mr. Jenkins's) experience was different. He 
considered the plant turned out by the A.E.G. in no way 
compared with similar plant turned out by English firms. 

Mr. SmitH (Student, Swansea University) was very glad 
to have the opportunity of saying how much students appre- 
ciated this form of lecture. It was of very special value ma- 
much as Dr. Smith had treated the broad aspect -of the 
subject. ot | Pes 5 

Dr. S. P. SuirH, in reply, said he would like to remove 
the rather wrong impression he might have given that he was 
‘cracking up " German engineers. He did not think any 
firm had done better than the Oerlikon in building the vart- 
able-speed motor, and he believed that was a genuine Swiss 
firm. Where Germans had beaten them was in theory. not in 
practice. If the larger engineering interests would only pay 
more attention to developing and look ahead, the user wouid 
go on increasing his demand; 1.500 volts had been adopted 
for the electrification of railways in Great Britain. Supposing 
single-phase had veen advocated, to which firm would they 
have turned in this country for the single-phase equipment? 
When the Swiss decided to continue with single phase, what 
they said was: We are accustomed to single phase, our 
manufacturers are accustomed to it.“ Therefore, they decided 
without hesitation on the single-phase system. Had the re- 
verse been the case, they would have gone out of the country 
for their electrical equipment. Much as he disliked tlywheel 
sets, he had to regard them at the moment as makeshifts, and 
he hoped that opinion would prove true; he hoped the day 
would come when they would manage without flywheel sets. 
Tremendous advance had been made in foreign countries, and 
in Switzerland the valley stations were linked up with the 
hill stations. They should forge ahead with the electrification 
of railways; the present methods, however, were too cumber- 
some. TE 

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. A. J. Newman, Bristol) said that the 
suggestion of having two meetings in Swansea would be con- 
sidered by the committee, but funds did not go so far as they 
once used to. The Western Centre had a fairly ambitious 
programme, and although the area was extensive it was at 
the same time sparse. There were no nuclei outside Bristol. 
Cardiff, and Swansea, but the committee would give every 
consideration to the wishes expressed. 


Datch Manufacturing Conditions.—T he report for 1920 
of the N. V. Hazemeijer, of Hengelo, Holland, states that the 
difficulties of obtaining raw materials arising from the war 
gradually disappeared in 1920, and it was possible to increase 
manufaeturing to a level corresponding with requirements. 
At the end of the year the general depression caused a decline 
in the orders coming to hand. although the new year started 
with a good stock of orders on hand. During the first quarter 
of 1921 the value of the deliveries was greater than in the 
equivalent period in 1920, but the amount of new business 
booked showed a diminution. Foreign competition was being 
experienced, and on the other hand customers were only buy- 
ing for immediate requirements. The net profits earned in 
1920 amounted to 129,000 florins, permitting of the payment of 
a dividend at the rate of 11 per cent. on the ordinary shares 
and 6f per cent. on the cumulative preference shares. 
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THE UNDERGROUND RAILWAY TRAINING 
7 SCHOOL. 


UNTIL about 14 months ago new members of the staff of the 
London underground electric railways were trained under 
the tuition of individual instructors, but the system proved 
to be not all that might be desired. A school was, therefore, 
brought into being for the purpose of centralising the engage- 
ment of all new staff for the traffic departments of the various 
railways, and to provide demonstration equipment for the 
training of the staff. 

The school, an opportunity to visit which presented itself 
last week, through the instrumentality of the London Electric 
Railway Co., was opened on February 4th, 1920, and is 
located at the Lambeth (North) station on the Bakerloo Rail- 
way, the accommodation provided comprising office facilities 
for the principal, a lecture room, booking office school, motor 
equipment room, medical officer's room, and a kinema hall, 
all fully equipped. 

; e accompanying illustrations are two views of the in- 
terior of the motor equipment room wherein is installed a 
complete full-size motor car equipment of the type used on 
the District Railway. Full electrical and air pressures are 


UG 
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FIG. 1.—MoronMEN's CLASS Room, SHOWING ; i 
CONTROL BOARD. * 


available, so that the pupil is able to stand in frent of the 
control board (fig. I), which represents the interior of a train 
driver's cab, and by manipulating the power and brake levers 
he is able to follow the sequence of operation of the circuit 
-breaker, control rheostat, contactors (fig. 2), power rheostats, 
motors, &c., as well as that of the air valves and compressor 
of the Westinghouse brake equipment, which is shown on the 
right-hand side of fig. 2. 
ith regard to the system of instruction, new men are 
instructed in the duties of booking clerks and porters, which 
‘are the preliminary grades, and in this portion of the training 
period is included the study of the history and geography ” 
of the railways, the avoidance of accidents, and the absolute 
necessity for courtesy on all occasions. It is of interest to 
note that the kinematograph is found to be a very valuable 
means of teaching the avoidance of accidents, and especially 
of demonstrating the right and wrong ways of doing things. 
Before promotion to the higher grades of gatemen, collec- 


tors and hftmen, guards and signalmen, and motormen, men 


who have previously passed out of the school as proficient in 
the preliminary grades return for further instruction, which 
embraces lectures and the display of kinema films. Classes are 
also held twice a week which are open to all grades of men 
in the service for the improvement of their general know- 
ledge of matters connected with the working of the railways. 

After having completed their period of íraining the men 
are examined, and, if found proficient, a certificate is issued. 
This certificate must be obtained before they nre allowed to 
take up the duty for which they have been trained. More- 
‘over, in addition to the theoretical instruction the men are 
sent out on the line for a period of practical training under 
the guidance of a competent instructor. 

All employés newly appointed to the service are required 
to undergo a medical examination by the companies’ medical 
ledge of matters connected with the working of the railways. 

During the first year of the school’s existence, i.e.. Febru- 


-ary, 1920, to February, 1921, 257 new members of the staff 


were engaged, whilst 433 men of various grades passed through 
the school for instruction, and 820 medical examinations were 
made in respect of new staff and promotions to higher grades. 
It is pleasing to note that the men show no objection to 
attend the school; they are keen to attain the higher grades, 


especially the grade of motorman, because apart from the 
higher pay which the position carries, drivers do not have 
to come in contact with the travelling public. 


THE INSTITUTE OF PHYSICS. 


INAUGURAL MEETING. 


THE inaugural meeting of the recently-formed Institute of 
Physics was held in the Hall of the Institution of Civil En- 
gineers on April 27th. Sir RICHARD GLAZEBROOK, K. C. B., 
F.R.S. (president), who occupied the chair, briefly outlined 
the history of the movement for the formation of an institute 
for physicists, and thanked those who had given so much 
time to the institute, which had commenced with every expec- 
tation of success. Sir Richard then dwelt upon the aims and 
objects of the organisation which, briefly, were to bring 
together workers in the field of physics, both as regards pure 
research and industrial applications, and to raise the intel- 
lectual status of the profession by the grant of diplomas to 
fully-qualified physicists. 

Sir J. J. THoMsoN, O.M., F.R.S., then spoke. He said his 
informal remarks would not deserve the title of address — 
the term used by the president. He welcomed the formation 
of the Institute, and said that already 300 members had 
joined, but the total membership would soon reach thousands. 


Fic. 2.—MoroRMEN's CLass Room, SHOWING CONTACTORS 
AND BRAKE EQUIPMENT. 


He had always been surprised that chemistry—really a branch 
of physics—should have an institute of its own, while there 
was no Institute of Physics. Referring to the place of pores 
in modern industry, the speaker said that, although he had 
been a student of physics for 50 years, his acquaintance with 
industrial physics had been purely accidental. Fifty years 
ago physical laboratories were few and sparsely populated. 
To-day they were many, but crowded. Then, physics was 
an army with many good generals, but very few '' troops." 
At the present time physics offered a means of livelihood to 
every competent man, but the chances of making a fortune 
were very remote. In the early days the study of physics 
was its own reward. Now research had secured a firm posi- 
tion in industry, there were many endowed institutions, and 
several large firms had their own research departments. 
Apart from research there was a pressing need for the skilled 
supervision of the physicist in the processes of production. 
There was a certain widely-used British article which, made 
by hand and by ol?.fashioned methods, was far superior to 
the German mode When mass production” methods 
were employed in its manufacture the quality fell con- 
siderably, and it was rendered inferior to the German article. 
Here was a task for a qualified physicist. The modern demand 
for physicists was far in excess of the supply. The proportion 
of university graduates who took honours in science was 
really small. An extra year spent in research was necessary, 
but in many cases this was beyond the students“ means. 
This extra vear brought a man from intellectual“ adole- 
scence " to ‘‘ manhood,” and gaye independence of thought. 
Fortunately grants were now available to aid students in 
research, and although he had had, in the course of his 
duties, much experience of boards for the award of scholar- 
ships and fellowships, he had never met a more sympathetic 
body than the Research Grants Committee. The importance 
of research could not be over-estimated; it was as much a 
function of a university as education. Thanks were due to 
the Government for its aid in this direction, as well as ‘to 
many private individuals. The growth of the science of 
physics in the last 50 years had been wonderful. He calculated 
that about 400 physical papers had been published in 1878. In 
1920 the number had risen to 2,700—rather a terrifying pro- 
spect for those who wished to keep abreast of the science. 
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While talking about research, Sir Joseph urged his audience 
not to confine it to industry alone, but to foster research for 
research's sake. Many scholarships had been awarded for 
research in a very abstract science, that of pure mathematics. 
In conclusion, he congratulated the Institute, and hoped that 
it would prove of great assistance to industry and intellectual 
development. 

Sir WILLIAM BRacGG, in proposing a vote of thanks to Sir 
J. J. Thomson, which was accorded with enthusiasm, said 
that Sir Joseph himself was an institution in physics, and 
they were thankful to him for his encouragement and advice. 

The chairman then called upon the Rt. Hon. A. J. BALFOUR, 
O.M., F.R.S., who was present to welcome the Institute. 

Mr. BaLrFovk said that when Sir Richard Glazebrook had 
asked him to be present at that meeting, and when he had 
learned of the formation of an Institute of Physics, he was 
surprised that not until 1920 had such an institution. been 
inaugurated. This country was behind no other in the study 
of physical science. As president of the Departinent of Scien- 
tific and Industrial Research, he knew of the valuable work 
done for the industries of the country by physicists. ‘The 
outside public did not know; they seldom did know about 
those things which concerned them most. lle referred to the 
industrial disputes which were oppressing the nation, and 
said that the energy involved should be employed in the 
conquest of nature—in producing more from natural resources 
— instead of in quarrels over the distribution of the very small 
proceeds of our present knowledge. All his life he had been 
interested in physics, and his mind went back to his Cam- 
bridge days when he came into contact with such men as 
Kelvin, Maxwell, Rayleigh, and J. J. ‘Thomson. ‘These were 
geniuses, and such men could not be produced by any system 
of education. Nevertheless the work of lesser men was of 
great utility, if not to make epoch-making discoveries, tu pave 
the way to these. Money could not be expended in a better 
direction than that of scientific research, and it was with 
the greatest reluctance that the Treasury had been compelled 
to restrict grants for this purpose owing to the impoverished 
state of the country. Cambridge University, of which he was 
Chancellor, had led the way in science und urgently required 
pecuniary assistance. He was surprised that the imagination 
of some of our financial magnates had not been fired with the 
thought that any assistance they could give would be of benefit 
to the whole of civilisation; perhaps they desired to see im- 
mediate results, but these were of rare occurrence. The mate- 
rial idea would have to give place to the intellectual view. 
The work of physicists was fraught with interest and advan- 
tage to all, and if only for that reason the inauguration of an 
Institute of Physics must be regarded as a red-letter day. 

Sir ROBERT HADFIELD (treasurer), in proposing a vote of 
thanks to Mr. Balfour, said that his remarks had been of 
great interest, and he hoped that the result would be an 
influx of new members. 


THE USE OF X-RAYS FOR TESTING 
MATERIALS. 


In his third Cantor lecture at the Roval Society of Arts, on 
March 21st, Major G. W. C. Kaye dealt with the practical 
Application of X-rays to the testing of materials. The lecturer 
said that the great merit of this method was that it 
enabled a much clearer idea of the properties of materials 
to be obtained without damaging the specimen in any way. 
Furthermore, it provided in some cases the ouly means of 
detecting concealed defects in the material without sacrificing 
any part of the structure, and also of ascertaining the accu- 
racy of assembly of component parts of structures. The 
present practical applieation of X-rays to the investigation 
of materials had reached a point where it was possible to 
exainine lead to a thickness of 4 or 5 mm., tin to the extent 
of 12 mm., carbon steel or iron to the extent of 7.5 cm., 
aluminium and its alloys from 19 to 15 cm., and wood 
from 90 to 40 cm. It was difficult, however, to lay down 
figures of penetration into materials precisely, because pro- 
gress was so rapid that they might be doubled next week. 
The limiting factors were the length of exposure and voltage, 
and it was possible now, for example. to get a photograph 
through an inch of steel in rather less than a minute, using 
130,000 volts with a few milliamperes through the Coolidge 
tube. Within the thicknesses he had mentioned it was pos- 
sible, with considerable accuracy, to hunt out anything of a 
foreign nature in the material being investigated, and even 
to detect the finest tool marks and thin mould marks. 
Different densities in the materials displayed different den- 
sities in the radiographs. For example, a rivet would show 
darker than the material in which it was placed. whilst 
carbon, nickel, and tungsten steels differed very little in 
transparency. 

One promising outlet for the X-ray method of testing was 
in connection with welding. Electric and oxy-acetylene weld- 
ing had come into great prominence during the war, and an 
indifferent welder could turn out large numbers of welds 
which appeared to be first class, but which in practice had 
proved to be quite unreliable. There was no adequate 
mechanical test for & weld. and in any case, such & test. 
whether mechanical oz microscopical, destroyed the weld. good 


or bad. When an X-ray photograph was taken of a weld, the 
presence of a shallow line indicated that the two parts were 
not truly Joined together throughout the whole of the depth. 
Blisters and blowholes showed up as light spots, and were 
the sign in many cases of overheating. elhe examination by 
X-ray photography of welds up to 1 in. in thickness was now 
quick, easy, and certain, and with modern equipipent lengths 
up to 2 ft. or more could be investigated at once, the exposures 
taking a fraction of a second. The amount of detail revealed 
in the photographs was extraordinarily good, and compared 
favourably with photo-metallography, which only tested a 
tiny bit of the weld and involved its destruction. ‘lhe lecturer 
thought the X-ray method for testing welds had not made 
the progress it deserved, perhaps because it was a somewhat 
severe critic of present-day welding. Again, X-ray investiga- 
tion promised to be exceedingly useful for the detection of 
hidden cracks, which were the great bugbear of metallurgists. 
Such cracks were often the sequel to pipes or blowholes in 
the original ingot. ln the case of alloys the uneven dis- 
tribution of the component parts resulted in a streaky or 
patchy negative. Also X-ray examination often would diag- 
nose defective soldering or brazing, the substitution of one 
metal for another, hidden corrosion in gas cylinders, ferro- 
concrete and the armouring of cables, und so on. X-ray 
examination also proved very effective during the war with 
regard to explosives, particularly in relation to enemy ammu- 
nition, the exact composition of which we did not know. 
Most of this work was carried out by the Research Depart- 
ment at the Royal Arsenal, Woolwich. 

In the case of timber, different varieties absorbed X-rays 
to different degrees. X-rays were turned to good account in 
this connection during the war in the examination of timber 
for aircraft at a time when the submarine was endangering 
the country's supplies of high-grade timber, such as spruce 
and Oregon pine. The result of this was that designs were 
got out for building up aeroplane parts from smaller timber. 
In using smaller timber for struts and spars much of the 
workmanship was completely hidden from view, and it was 
impossible to ascertain the quality of it except by X-rays. 
Wood was very transparent to X-rays, and thicknesses up 
to 18 in. could be dealt with very rapidly. Another applica- 
tion of the rays was in examining the behaviour of the built.up 
structure while it was being tested, and it was possible to 
observe which parts collapsed first in the hidden structure 
as the material was put under test. Radiographs taken of 
built-up structures in this way threw an astonishing light 
on the behaviour of built-up aeroplane parts. 

Other industrial applications of X-rays were in the manu- 
facture of carbon and graphite brushes for electrical machinery, 
insulators, &c. Again. one of the gravest troubles encountered 
in the manufacture of optical glass was the destructive action 
on the molten glass of the fire-clay pot, and it was found 
that this was due to the presence of iron and other impurities 
in the clay of which the pots were made. It was possible 
by X-ray records to sort out the good pots from the bad ones. 
and so save considerable expense in spoiled glass. Another 
use to which radiegraphy was put during the war was the 
examination of the electrically-heated clothing of airmen in 
order to ascertain where the wiring had failed, whilst the 
examination of the distributors of magnetos. in order to avoid 
taking the apparatus to pieces, was yet another application. 

The ideal aimed at in X-ray photography was to make it 
as easy and automatie as taking an ordinary photograph. 
The present limitations of the process in metallography were 
prescribed largely by technique and equipment, and great 
improvements would have to be made if it were to become 
a commercial process in heavy engineering. Adequate means 
would have to be found to reduce the length of exposure, and 
attention would also have to be paid to the production of 
heavier X-ray tubes and higher voltages, or more sensitive 
screens and plates. All experience tended towards demanding 
higher voltages. The Coolidge tube worked at 180,000 volts, 
preferably less, but the voltage could be increased to 300.000 
bv lengthening the arms and immersing the whole tube in 
oil. If there were a demand for it, no doubt the electrical 
engineer would overcome the difficulties of supplying 500.000 
or more volts, as transformers had been made for such a 
voltage. A single-phase transformer, however. for 1,000.000 
volts would have dimensions of 18 ft. by 9 ft. by 10 ft. high. 
the terminals would be 98 ft. high, the weight 20 tons, and 
the cost 210.000. Heavier currents would demand more 
elaborate cooling devices, and probably glass tubes would 
have to go. Silica tubes might be the alternative. or even 
metal tubes might be resorted to. Such tubes would probably 
he radically different in design, and attempts would have to 
be made to improve the deplorable inefficiency of the whole 
apparatus. Again, great improvements in fluorescent n 
photographie plates were called for. No screen was available 
which would permit the examination of more than a quae 
of an inch of steel: photography had to be resorted to. an 
the time taken might he prohibitive, at anv rate for Tauna 
mass inspection. The photographic plate only registered abou 
1 per cent. of the X-rays passing through it. and progress 
had been in the direction of thickening the emulsion or loading 
it with more silver. Any X-ray plate was far more sensitive 


‘to visible light than it was to X-rays, but it should be 


ossible by suitable improvements in fluorescent screens 
lese the kapó considerably. There were several develop 
ments in that direction already. 
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In conclusion, Major Kaye said the subject of industrial 
radiology was young, and although progress had been rapid, 
care must be taken not to claim too much for it. From such 
experience as there had been, it could be said that the method 
had settled down to be a valuable laboratory tool to supple- 
ment other methods of testing materials, and the existence 
of the method had not been without a stimulating effect apes 
the .standard of workmanship in various directions. e, 
therefore, asked his audience for its moral and material sup- 
port for the scheme of an Institute of Radiology in London. 


LEGAL. 


BAILEYW v. LUMBY. 


AT Dewsbury County Court, on April 27th, His Honour 
Judge Bairstow, K.C., gave judgment in a case in which 
John William Bailey, haulage contractor, Staincliffe, claimed 
an account of alleged partnership dealings with Charles 
Walton Lumby, electrical engineer, of Firth Place, Shipley, 
and the winding-up and dissolution of the alleged partnership. 
Plaintiff alleged that the parties entered partnership in August, 
1920, each undertaking to put in £600 within three months, 
the business to be known as the Staincliffe Engineering Co. 
They were to share the profits equally, and Mr. Lumby was 
to receive also £5 per week for working at the garuge. The 
defendant denied that there was a partnership or that any 
agreement had been drawn up and signed. His Honour gave 
judgment for the defendant, holding that there was no written 
agreement, and that if an agreement had been proved he 
would have concluded that there was no partnership to dis- 
solve, because there had been no carrying on of business. 
He gave the defendant costs also. 


THE Nasas Fish HyDROPHONE. 
(Continued from page 512.) 


Tue Royal Commission on Awards to Inventors, sitting at 
Martlett House, Bow Street, London, on Monday, resumed 
the hearing of a claim which was made on behalf of Mr. 
G. H. Nash, C.B.E., chief engineer of the Western Electric 
Co., Ltd., and Messrs. E. R. G. Penny, R. A. Mack, and 
B. B. Grace, three other employés of the company. It was 
a claim for the hydrophone known as the '' Nash Fish," which 
it was submitted, practically destroyed the danger of the 
German submarines during the war. 

Mr. Temple Franks presided in the absence owing to illness 
of Mr. Justice Sargant. 

Mr. HUNTER Gray, K.C., said the claimants’ work was 
purely spontaneous and at the company’s own expense. He 
was informed by Mr. Nash that he had spent over £3,000 of his 
own money, and from the time he started until 1919 he never 
received a penny either by way of award or wages. 

The CHAIRMAN: What do you say they expected to get out 
of this voluntary work? Were they expecting an arrangement 
by which they were to be remunerated, or to get work for 
the company? 0l 

Mr. Gray said he believed the work was done for patriotic 
reasons primarily. So far as he knew, no claim had been 
made except to this Commission. The claimants were all 
British-born subjects. 

At the request of the Caainman, Mr. Gray proceeded to refer 
to the main features of the invention, and said he was going 
to submit that the service which had been given by these 
claimants was probably the biggest service that had come 
before the Commission. Considering that something like a 
million tons of shipping was lost per month, not to speak of 
the number of lives that were lost, he submitted that this 
was a very special case, and that nothing less than £100,000 
should be considered, having regard to all the circumstances 
of the claimants' work, the enormous use that had been made 
of it, and the valuable results which had been obtained by 
this invention. The Western Electric Co. would not have any 
of the award, nor did it ask for any. 

The CHAIRMAN: It is a claim for past services. not for the 
use that may be made by the Government of the invention 
in the future? 

Sir ARTHUR CoLEFAX : We will accept an award for future 
user, but we do not contemplate that there will be any. 

The CHAIRMAN: It ought to be made clear whether any 
award given 18 a complete indemnity. 

Mr. Gray: On behalf of the claimants I accept that. 

The CHAIRMAN: I understand that there was no arrangement 
between the claimants and the Admiralty with regard to 
remuneration, but the company were to construct the appara- 
tus. Did the company pay the claimants any commission? 

Mr. Gray: No, not at all; the claimants had their salary 
as officials of the company, and had nothing from the orders 
executed by the company. 

Sir ARTHUR COLEFAX: The Western Electric Co. got a 
monopoly of the supply of these equipments. 

It was mentioned that there were orders for 400 or 500 sets. 

Mr. G. H. NAsE, one of the claimants, was called to give 


evidence, and explained in detail what his invention was and 
the use which was made of it by the Admiralty. 

Cross-examined, witness said he knew that the Admiralty 
had made official reports on the sinking of German submarines, 
and it did not surprise him that these reports did not give 
one single instance of a submarine being sunk by the use 
of the Nash Fish." It might be that there were a number 
of sinkings which were credited to some other device. This 
invention had nothing to do with his work us chief engineer 
of the Western Electric Co.; he carried out his studies in 
connection with it in the evenings and during week-ends. It 
was not true that he was indebted to anyone connected with 
the Admiralty for any success that he might have obtained 
by the invention. 

The CHaIRMAN: The case for the Admiralty is as to the 

amount of the award? 
_ Sir ARTHUR COLEFAX said that was so. He was not question- 
ing that Mr. Nash was both industrious and ingenious. But 
the result of his invention did not, in the view of the Admir- 
alty, prove itself of greater advantage than other means they 
had of detecting submarines. This invention was not re- 
sponsible in any case for submarines being sunk, and that 
was the Admiralty's oflicial view. No doubt the submarines 
were hunted by the help of the Nash Fish,” and there were 
other inventions which were equally good. Further, they 
contended that although Mr. Nash might have developed 
these matters separately, they also had in the Admiralty got 
all that he had yot, otherwise than through him. They had 
been developing the matter before he commenced. 

The CHAIRMAN said that whatever the Admiralty had in 
their workshops, they did allow this particular means of pro- 
tection from submarines to be developed, and they did not 
follow out their own ideas which they commenced. 

Sir ARTHUR CoLEFAX admitted that there were one or more 
developments of this ‘‘ Nash Fish " which they put into use. 
He was told that out of some 3,000 vessels fitted with detecting 
means not more than 200 were fitted with anything that was 
traceable to Mr. Nash. The Admiralty had others working 
along these very lines, and they thought the other devices 
were quite independently developed and brought to a state 
of perfection equal to anything that Mr. Nash did, and the 
Admiralty had paid a substantial sum in respect of these 
inventions. He agreed that Mr. Nash and the other three 
claimants were the first to produce a hydrophone which was 
capable of being towed at speed and giving soine directional 
indication of a submarine if the latter was making sufficient 
speed or sufficient noise. But his case was that by the time 
Mr. Nash's hydrophone was put into use the German sub- 
marines had learned to go slow when they were being hunted, 
and also to become much less noisy. He was prepared to 
admit that although there were no cases of a submarine being 
sunk by the use of this appliance it was of service in harassing 
the submarine. At the same time there were equally effective 
means for doing this. The Admiralty had, some time ago, 
considered what should be done with such of those appliances 
as they had, and they had decided that there should be no 
renewals. 

Mr. HUNTER Gray said he could claim that whatever part 
of the Admiralty’s appliance was old the claimants added 
parts which made it a success, and those parts had not existed 
before. All the information which Mr. Nash got he learned 
for himself. and he did not get any of it from the Admiralty. 

The €* then adjourned. 


THE Bastian ELECTRIC Co., Ltn. 


THE peation of W. F. N. May and Another for an order for 
the compulsory winding-up of this company was before Mr. 
Justice P. O. Lawrence in the Companies Winding-up Court 
on Tuesday. 

Mr. DIGHTON PoLLock, for the petitioners, said they were 
judgment creditors, and the petition was opposed by the com- 
pany, the allegation being that the petitioners were really 
acting as agents for a company called Mav & Padmore, Ltd. 
He submitted that the whole of the opposition was irrelevant. 

Mr. Scnwanr, K.C., for the respondent company, said their 
case was that the petitioning creditors were the representa- 
tives of a company with which the respondents were in litiga- 
tion. and in respect of which the respondent company had a 
much larger claim than the petitioning creditors. He asked 
that the company should not be wound up while litigation 
was proceeding, and said that every other creditor was opposed 
to the petition. 

He read an affidavit by Mr. Charles Bastian, who denied 
that the company was insolvent. He related how an agree- 
ment was made with Messrs. May & Padmore, Ltd., to manu- 
facture certain patented articles for the company, and how 
under this agreement three of the directors of May & Pad- 
more, Ltd.. joined the board of the Bastian Electric Co., Ltd. 
It was also provided that May & Padmore, Ltd., should. be 
responsible for the financial side of the Bastian company's 
business. In March, 1990, disputes arose, as the result of 
which the Bastian company was unable to carry on business, 
and a receiver was appointed. Since then. however, the finan- 
cial position of the company had improved, and it had secured 
an important Admiralty contract for the supply of electric 
heating apparatus perts. 
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An affidavit by the petitioners was read by Mr. Pollock. 

They said there was a perfectly good defence in the litigation 
on the agreement. They denied that Muy & Padmore, Ltd., 
guaranteed to supply credit to the Bastian’ Co., and they 
were not seeking to crush the latter company out of existence 
so as to be in a position to manufacture electric heating 
apparatus. 
. Mr. PoLLock said the winding-up petition was presented in 
March last, and the writ in the action was dated April 13th. 
The relief claimed was a declaration that the agreement was 
valid and subsisting, damages for alleged breach of the agree- 
ment, and an injunction restraining the defendants trom 
advertising or inserting certain notices in the electrical and 
other trade papers. 

His LoRDSHIP said there must be a meeting of the creditors 
of the company to decide whether there should be a winding- 
up and whether that winding-up should be compulsory or 
voluntary. The company was to furnish to the Official 
Receiver a complete list of the names and addresses of the 
creditors and the amounts of their claims. The Official 
Receiver would preside, and he would report the result of the 
meeting to him (the judge). ‘The petition would be adjourned 
to await the result of this meeting. 


Dore v. Hackney BonouGH COUNCIL: JUDGMENT. 


JUDGMENT was delivered in the case of Dore v. Hackney 
Borough Council at the North London Police Court by Mr. 
Forbes Lankester, K.C., on Tuesday. The circumstances have 
been reported briefly already. The Council was summoned 
for making default in supplying electric power to the house of 
the plaintiff as required under the Hackney 1593 Electric 
Lighting Order. ‘The borough electrical engineer was satisfied 
that the work had been properly done, and the committee 
was anxious to give the supply, but acting on the orders of 
the Electrical Trades Union the Council's employés refused 
to connect because the work was not done by Trade Union 
labour but by a man who was his own muster. | 

The magistrate, in. giving Judgment, said (as reported in 
the Daily Telegraph) that the Council had either to yield to 
the threat of the trade union or run the risk of dislocating 
the business of the borough depending on electric light and 
power. It chose the first-named alternative. It was not for 
him to approve or disapprove that decision. His only duty 
was to say whether in the circumstances he was of opinion 
that the default was caused by inevitable accident or force 
majeure. He held that the default was not due to inevitable 
accident, and it remained for him to consider what was the 
meaning to be placed on the expression force majeure. It was 
first used in the model electric lighting orders approved by the 
Board of Trade, and imported from the orders into the Electric 
lighting Clauses Act of 1899. He could find no decision as to 
the meaning of the expression in these orders, or where the 
words were used in any statute; but there were several 
decisions as to its effect in commercial contracts. So far as he 
could find it had been held to apply only to physical or ma- 
terial constraint outside the control of the contractor. It had 
been held to apply to strikes actually proceeding, to war, to 
breakdown of machinery, but never to fear, however reason- 
able, of the consequences of threatened action. It was to be 
observed that the threat, if acted upon generally (and he was 
told that this trade union controlled the action of electrical 
workers throughout the kingdom), would deprive all men in 
the position of Mr. Cant of an honourable and legitimate liveli- 
hood, whilst if avowedly amounted to a claim on the part of 
the union to dictate to all their fellow-subjects the class of 
persons they should employ to do private electrical work on 
private premises. Some might regard such a threat as high- 
handed and insufferable tyrenny on the part of the union. It 
was not for him to say; he was only required by the statute 
to say whether he was of opinion that a threat of this kind 
amounted to force majeure within the meaning of the proviso 
in the order. In view of the decided cases he was of opinion 
that the Council's default was not due to force majeure, and 
that the default could not be excused. He therefore fined the 
Council 5s. per day for nine days (£2 5s.) and ordered it 
to pay 20 guineas costs. The case was of very wide applica- 
tion. and he should assist any appeal to the High Court, as 
he thought that if the meaning of the expression force majeure 
was to be extended it should be done by the High Court, and 
not a Court of summary Jurisdiction. 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1921. 


(NOT YET PUBLIBHED.) 


Compiled expreesly for this journal bv Masses. Szrrow-Jowss, O'DziL anD 
SrEPHENS, Chartered Patent Agents, 285, High Holborn, London, W. C. 1. 


11,159. “ Electric switches." Butlers, Ltd., and A. Reeves. April IBth. 

11.167. Apparatus for recording telephone calls." H. Rawson. April 18th. 

11,182. *'' Combined electric safety devices and insulators.” I. Valen. April 
18th. (Norway, April 16th, 1920.) ] 

11,192. *'' Fusible safety cut-out for electric motors." B. Platschick. April 
18th. 

11,206. ‘Apparatus for obviating over-regulation in automatic regulatin 
devices." Siemens-Schuckertwerke. April 1&th. (Germany, ot 17th, 1920. 

11,935. “Electric lamps to be carried on the person." G. Oldham and 
J. Oldham. April 18th. 

11,236. Galvanie batteries." G. Oldham and J. Oldham. April 18th. 


11,237. “ Electric cut-outs and resistances.” G. Oldham and J. Oldham, 
April 18th. i i 

11,238. “ Electric. switches.“ G. J. Sutton. April 18th. 
: 11,273. “ Electric transformer regulating switches." E. Thomas. April 
Ith. 

11,274. '' Telegraph keyboard perforators," A. C. Booth and A. S. Wilmot, 
April 19th. 

11,286. ''Oscillating brush gear for electrical machines." F. S. Thwaites, 
April Ich. 

11.289. Tungsten are lamps.“  Patent-Trecuhand Ges. fur Electrische Gluh. 
lampen. April 19th. (Germany, April 28th, 1920.) 

11.299. Automatically controlled electrical generating plants.” A. W. 
Sclater. April 19th. | 

11,301. “ Electric contact plugs." H. Durheim. April 19th. (Switzerland, 
April 19th, 1920.) 

11,312. Telephone repeaters." Western Electric Co., Ltd. (Western Elec. 
tric Co., Inc.). April 19th. 

11,323. *' Electrically actuated mechanism for producing sliding or rotary 
motion." E. N. Bray. April 19th. 

11,326. *' Electric switches." Compression Starter & Switchgear Co., Ltd., 
and R. Lomax. April 19th. 

11,349. '' System of pole-changing for popne induction motors.” O. T. 
Blathy. April 19th. (Hungary, April 19th, 1920. 

11,356. ‘ Electric switch." L. Horvath and 
(Hungary, May 8th, 1920.) - í 

11.363. Apparatus for converting heat into electrical energy." F. E. 
Beeton. April 19th. 

11.375. Electric battery.” K. Warnon. April 20th. 

11,388. Telephone steriliser.“ J. A. V. Frew, S. Graham, and T. B. 
Macmilian. April 20th. 

11,392. “ Anti-vibration devices for incandescent electric lamps, &c.” J. R. 
Thompson. April 20th. 

11.396. Dynamo-clectric machines." P. Forster. April 20th. 

11.398. Electric switch.“ G. W. Humphry. April 20th. . 
11,402/3. '' Means for improving current-carrying capacity of three-phase 
alternating current cable systems.“ A. M. Taylor. April 20th. 

11.412. Recording, reception, and reproduction of sounds.“ O. Bothe. 
April 20th. (Germany, April 20th, 1920.) | 

11.427. Hand sets.” Western Electric Co., Utd. April 20th. 

11.433. Electric horns for motor cars, &c." H. J. Sims. April 20th. 
11.446. Control of electrically operated fluid compressors.“ Westinghouse, 
Brake & Saxby Signal Co., Ltd. April 20th. (United States, August 3lst, 
1:29.) i 

11,467. '' Electric device for treating air." E. R. Case. April 20th. 

11,409. '' Electric geysers.” A. F. B. Andrew. April 20th. 

11,473. “ Electric fire, burglar, &c., alarms." Bayerische Vereinsbark. 
April 20th. (Germany, April 20th, 1920.) 
11.475. Art of increasing efficiency of electro magnetic radiation." W. E. 
Hitch. April 21st. 

11,501. *' Perpetual motion or magnetically propelled power generator.” 
A. E. W. Masevk. April 2Ist. — E = 

11,511. * Containers for electric batteries, &c.” S. W. Cox. April 21st. 

11,516. * Automatic cut-out or switch for electrically-cheated apparatus.” 
H. Jaggi-Zumbuhl. April 21st. 

11.517. Containers for electric batteries, &c.” New Eccles Rubber Works, 
Ltd. April 21st. 


. von Martiny. April 19th. 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


1919. 


21,542. “ Signal or call apparatus for restaurant tables and the like.” 
A. M. Bree. September 2nd, 1919. (161.204.) f 
26.990. Electrical ignition means ſor internal combustion engines.“ E. C. 
White and G. Davenport & Co., Ltd. November 3rd, 1919. (161. 208.) 
27.123. Glow or incandescent electric lamps.“ G. Malatesta. November 
4th, 1919. (161.211.) : 
27,150. “ Methods and means for covering metal cores in the manufacture 
of electrodes.” W. H. Boorne and W. Darge. Novermber 4th, 1919. (161,212) 
30,119. Induction motors.“ Colner Elektromotor fabrik, J. Bruncken. 
September 25th, 1918. (Addition to 136,156.) (140.745.) . 
32.495. Telephone receivers, transmitters, and other electric or magnetic 
acoustic or vibratory apparatus." S. Hockly. December 29th, 1919. (161,241) 
32,783. '' Electric generators and motors." R. Ranklin and Van Randen and 
Co., Ltd. December 31st, 1919. (161.245.) ] i 
32.880. Apparatus for waving or curling the hair." Quain Electric 
Co., Ltd., and J. R. Spink. December 3lst, 1919. (161.249.) 


1920. 

64. “Electric battery." P. Odion and A. Cayrol. April 25th, 1914. 
(137,324.) 

66. Process for the manufacture of an electric insulating material.“ 
E. F. A. Bultemann. January 29th, 1918. (137,326.) 

151. ''Signalling systems applicable to wireless receiving systems and other 
purposes." British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (General Electric Co.). Janu- 
ary And, 1990. (161.256.) 

226. Electric and like W. Coan. January 3rd, 1920. 
(161.263.) 

254. Electric oscillation ares.” Radio Communication Co., Ltd., and B. 
Binvon. January 3rd, 1920. (161.266.) 

431. “ Telephone transmitters," V. F. Feeny (Magnavox Co.). January 
Gth, 1920. (161.277.) 

590. Dial switches as used in automatic telephone or like systems.” Auto- 
matic Telephone Manufacturing Co., Ltd., S. R. Smith, and J. Savin (partly 
communicated by Automatic Electric Co.). January 7th, 1920. (161,283.) 

697. '' Generation of electricity bv means of the rise and fall of tides." 
R. I. Ward. October 8th, 1920. (161,295) 2 : 

729. Mine signalling or like systems in which the main signals are given 
by a number of impulses transmitted in succession." Automatic Telephone 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd., and C. Remington. January 9th, 1920. (161.237) 

1.814. “Electric motor driving arrangements." iemens Bros, Dynamo 
Works, Ltd., and J. F. Crowley. January 15th, 1920. (161.313.) 

1,830. “ Sparking plugs." R. F. Hall. January 20th, 1920. (161.27) 

2.497. ''Suspending means for electric light fittings." F. I. Green. Janu- 

; 96th, 1920. (161,353. 

A. 8 1 e 5 Electrical Co., Ltd., and C. 
Saunders. February 96th, 1920. (161.404. 

8.519. ‘Sparking plugs." J. E. Barrows. March 23rd, 1920. (161,429.) 

11.278. Radio navigational systems." G. P. Grenfell, J. Erskine-Murray, 
J. Robinson, and H. L. Crowther. April 23rd, 1920. (161.448.) 

11.313. Electro-magnetic wave 5 systems.“ J. Robinson and H. L. 
row ther. April 23rd. 1920. (161,449. 5 
: 18,235. “ Continuous oi gyroscope motor." F. Krupp Akt.-Ges. 

July 7th, 


kettles.” R. 


899.178. 5 a anan F. Krupp Akt.-Ges. 
5 current interrupters.” Firm of C. Zeisa. May 28th, 1918. 
E “Electric transformers or  self-induction colls.” Soc. Francaise 
82 95. n eee it "Histibuton or fuse boards and the like." H. B 


Prentice, August 17th, 1920. (161,497.) 
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THE ECONOMIC POSITION OF 
ENGINEERING INDUSTRY. 


THE 


WE summarise in this issue part of a very remarkable 
pamphlet published by the Eugincering and the National 
Employers’ Federations, the object of which is“ To 
present a comprehensive and reasoned statement of the 
case, and thereby secure the co-operation of work people 
in bringing about the changes lom *to overcome 
the difficulty of the present position.’ 

The pamphlet is unsigned, but those responsible for 
its production have our heartiest congratulations upon 
a sound and brilliant piece of work. | 

Being the work of engineers it was sure to be prac- 
tical, concise, and readable, and above all, reasonable. 
The penalties of miscalculations and mis-statements fall 
automatically and promptly upon men engaged in 
design and construction, and this may be one of the 
reasons why their work is, generally speaking, reliable. 
If they design and make any member of a structure or 
nachine too weak for its work, it breaks, and the con- 
sequences must at once be faced. Another reason is that 
having had a scientifie education, they have imbibed 
from early youth a love of truth as the only possible 
basis for science and practice. The loopholes, evasions, 
postponements, pitfalls, and dialectic victories, of the 
politician and the lawyer are not for thein. 

The pamphlet is non-political, and so convincing in 
its statements and conclusions that it is almost non- 
controversial. It sets forth the facts as to the depre- 
ciated exchanges in a very complete and able manner; 
and it enumerates all the coincident events which have 
brought about the present state of things, the Great 
War being, of course, the fundamental cause. 

We may remark in passing, however, that our posi- 
tion is not due only to the war and its effects, as is shown 
by the fact that one of our most formidable competitors 
in the iron and steel trade is our own wonderful little 
allv, Belgium, whose coal pits were producing more 
than their pre-war output soon after the armistice, 
and which is now exporting steel ralls and sections at 
prices far below our costs of production. 

The document makes no criticism of the clums efforts 
of our Government, first, to keep up prices (and con- 
sequently wages) 1n order to collect (and squander) more 
revenue; and afterwards to bring down prices aud 
costs by a sudden deflation of credit which has proved 
equally disastrous. As stated above, it is a non-political 
pamphlet, and, therefore, does not touch upon the share 
borne direetly by the politicians in bringing about the 
present ruin. It shows how the depreciated exchanges 
have prevented the foreigner who desires goods from 
buying them; and also how the home consumer ceased 
to buy, partly because he could not afford the high prices 
and partly because, as soon as the slump began, he 
waited for the prices to touch bottom. 

It points out the disastrous cumulative effect of the 
moulders’ strike, followed by the present coal strike, 
coming as they did at times when every nerve should 
have been strained to meet the commercial crisis. 

We are glad to sce that after nearly six weeks’ 
complete stoppage there is at last a move to appoint an 
arbitrator or mediator between the miners and the coal 
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owners, and that our suggestion of Sir Árthur Duckham 
as the best man available for the job has been taken up 
and strongly advocated. 

He should have been appointed before the strike began 
and before all this terrible waste of the national re- 
sources took place. We confess that we do not belong 
to the“ fight to a finish" school. All these disputes 
could or should be settled by negotiation or arbitration 
taking place without a stoppage. The principle of 
peaceful settlement once fairly tried, instead or in- 
dustrial war, would save so much in cash alone, as to 
make real progress in the standard of living possible 
once more. The people that suy: ''Let us make an 
end of it—fight it out," generally end in making only 
à bad beginning of more trouble. 

The question of capital and credit for industry is 
dealt with in the document, and it 15 shown how the 
manufacturers’ depleted capital has become “ frozen 
up in unsaleable stock, while the banks, duly restrict- 
ing credit as instructed, refuse the money necessary to 
carry on. 

On the question of taxation, the pamphlet, in its 
studied avoidance of politics, is almost too restrained; 
though the share of taxation in adding to the intolerable 
burden upon industry is clearly stated. 

The appalling increase in costs of production of fuel, 
raw material, and finished machinery is set forth quite 
clearly and temperately, and without imputing blame, 
but it is shown beyond dispute that unless those costs 
can be brought down to a level enabling us to compete 
with manufacturers in other countries, we cannot hope 
to sell our goods or to obtain employment. 

The cost of living, as the foundation of the real value 
of wages, is also dealt with, and finally sound conclu- 
sions are reached. "Then follows an appendix giving 
details of specific recent instances in which trade that 
we might have had at competitive prices has gone else- 
where, for the one and only reason that our costs of pro- 
duction were too high to enable us to get the orders, even 
though in several instances manufacturers were willing 
to work without any profit at all. It is an appendix 
which almost makes for despair, though there is no 
spirit of despair discernible in the authors of this work. 

They have, very rightly, avoided politics and indus- 
trial controversy. But we feel bound to point out in- 
dications on these topics which we think spring from 
their pages, though they are not expressed by them. 

This country is industrially in a very serious situa- 
tion. We depend to such an extent upon our foreign 
trade that unless means cun be found to enable us once 
‘more to, compete in the world’s markets we shall lose 
them, perhaps for ever. We owe nearly eight thousand 
million sterling on which we are paying a high rate 
of interest, and about one thousand millions of this huge 
burden is due to our friends abroad. 

Our profits are disappearing, and costs of production 
on many articles are nearly double those of our com- 
petitors. l 

In these circumstances we cannot afford to allow our 
financial and fiscal affairs to be muddled. We cannot 
afford a vast army of unproductive officials, nor any 
unnecessary ministers. We cannot afford any kind of 
incompetence in high places. We cannot afford 
four hundred millions a year for drink. We cannot 
afford to find a revenue of over a thousand millions of 
which only about one-fifth is for extinction of debt. We 
cannot afford to borrow capital for industry at 10 per 
cent. 

We cannot afford to neglect our water power, or our 
canals, or to postpone the development of electrical 
power distribution on an adequate scale. We cannot 
afford money for unremunerative expenditure, while 
remunerative undertakings are starved. And to come 
back to the subject matter of industrial relations, we 
cannot afford strikes. They are as costly as little wars, 
and nearly as harmful in other ways. 

We cannot afford to“ slack '' in our working hours, 
or to neglect or refuse to use any machinery designed 
to increase our productivity. We cannot afford to starve 


rejection." 


urgent need of decreased costs of production. 


science and invention. We cannot afford to keep a nil. 
lion ex-service men idle because we won't admit then 
into industry. An aristocracy of skilled workmen in a 


protected compound is a thing we cannot afford. 


Last week we recorded, and with w 
sinall feelings of satisfaction, that the 
national executives of the National 
Federated Electrical Association and 
the Electrical Trades Union had jointly come to an 
agreement that they would recommend their members 
to adopt wage reduction proposals of 10 per cent. in 
two instalinents, namely, 5 per cent. in May and D per 
cent. in July. But if we or anybody else imagined that 
the Dove of Peace which had been hovering within the 
precinets of the Ark of the electrical contracting industry 
intended to settle there, such rash imagination was 
corrected very soon thereafter, when it was discovered 
that the said Dove had kept to its wings. Unfor. 
tunately leaders seem to have little influence with those 
on whose behalf they act, and so it came to pass that 
on Tuesday a strike of electrical contracting employés 
was in full swing following the decision, as one Press 
report has it, ''that members (of the E.T.U.) mus 
cease work at once against any reduction of wages.” 
Elsewhere it is stated that the men's representatives 
agreed to submit the 10 per cent. proposal to the rank 
and file without recommendation for acceptance or 
It is said that a national ballot of the 
whole of the members of the union resulted in favour of 
a strike, but only a part of the members have downed 
tools, and these are in the employ of electrical contract- 
ing and shipbuilding firms. Another Press report says 
about half the employés have struck work, the others 
accepting the reduction." As we are not yet familiar 
with the whole of the circumstances which brought about 
the cessation of work we are unaware of the grounds on 
which electrical wiremen and contracting employés claim 
a continuance of all the advances of recent vears now 
that the cost of living is falling. The electrical con- 
tracting industry, at home, like the electrical manufac- 
turing industry both for home and export trade. is in 
Work is 
being held up in the expectation that its cost will fall. 
Will those who depend upon the industry for their liveli- 
hood be so unwise as to prevent its revival at so unpro- 
pitious a time? With reasonable prices and stability 
the slackness at present prevailing in the trade could 
give place to great activity. If the strike action has 
been taken against the advice of the Union Executive, 
it is deplorable from every standpoint, and cannot be 
expected to succeed ; indeed it was reported on Tuesday 
night that in some instances the men had already 
returned to work. There seem to be powerful elements 
at work in the Electrical Trades Union which are never 
happy unless they are menacing the interests of their 
trade. Is this the control ’’ of the industry that has 
so long been their avowed doctrine? | 


Electrical 
Wages Dispute. 


WE noted with much concern that the 
Hammersmith Borough Council had 
decided to sever its connection with the 
various Joint Industrial Councils 
formed, under the Whitlev scheme, and to return to 
direct negotiation with its own employés on matters 
relating to wages, &c. The secretary of the E.P.E.A. 
has addressed a letter to the Council, in which he very 
ably sets forth the objections to this policy, and the 
disastrous results that may .ensue from its adoption 
generally, the gist of which letter appears elsewhere 1 
this issue. . 

We have pinned our faith to the Whitlev Council 
svstem as by far the most promising means of avoiding 
not only strikes, but even disputes, between employers 
and emploved, by restoring in a measure that close and 
intimate relationship which used to exist in the old days 


Whitley 
Councils. 
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between them, and enabling them to discuss their respec- 
tive needs and aims face to face. That the work done 
by these Councils even in their present undeveloped con- 
dition has been of iminense value to the industries con- 
cerned is beyond question ; as Mr. Jones points out, and 
a3 we have shown from time to time when dealing with 
this subject, questions of wages and living conditions, 
though necessarily the first to be attacked, by no means 
form the be-all and end-all of the Councils! existence— 
they have many other important functions to serve. By 
seceding from the system, the Hammersmith Borough 
Council has dealt a blow at it which is directed in 
reality against the common welfare, and we earnestly 
liope that so inischievous a. policy will be quickly aban- 
doned. Autonomy is a precious thing within reasonable 
limits; but carried to the limit by the individual it is 
nothing other than anarchy. No one in any civilised 
country has absolute control over his own actions, for 
he is a member of a community, and his actions may 
affect the well-being of his neighbours; hence the neces- 
sity of a code of laws. ‘The same consideration applies 
to Borough Councils, and we commend to the notice of 
the Hammersmith Council the admirable example of no 
less a municipality than that of the City of Manchester, 
which not long ago explicitly renounced its freedom and 
declared its willingness to accept the decisions of the 
Whitley Councils as binding upon itself. 


Ir is common to speak of tlie League 


International of Nations as of something which it is 
Credits: The hoped at some time in the dim and 
Ter Meulen distant future“ to bring into existence, 

Scheme. and into action in the world’s tangled 


and troubled affairs. 

Believing as we do that the League is actually com- 
mencing to function for the peace and welfare of 
humanity, it is with peculiar pleasure that we record 
the receipt of a business document from its office in 
Trafalgar House, Waterloo Place, S.W.—the 
quarters at which the Ter Meulen scheme of Inter- 
national Credits is established with Sir D. N 
Fraser, a prominent banker, as organiser. 

A full explanation of the scheme is conveyed in a 
booklet which may be obtained for 6d. from Messrs. 
Harrison & Sons, Ltd., 44, St. Martin's Lane, W.C. 2, 
and the booklet has reached us accompanied by an er- 
planatory note, setting forth the objects and the working 
of the scheme. 

The International Credit is intended only for cases 
in which necessary security for exports on credit or 
payment in cash for such exports is not otherwise 
available. When such cases arise it is requested that 
the British exporter should express his willingness to 
accept the Ter Meulen Bonds as collateral security, and 
propose to the foreign importer to request his Govern- 
ment to put the scheme into operation and furnish the 
bonds as security. It is only as the need arises and 
the desire for Government action is manifested by both 
parties that the scheme will be brought into action. 

The foretgn Government then has to satisfy the Special 
Commission of the League of Nations that the security 
pledged by the bonds is adequate, and it is believed that 
a certificate to that effect by the Commission will give 
to the bonds a full face value in the eyes of any British 
banker, who will then grant the necessary credits to 
the exporter on this side. Apart from the provision 
of the collateral security the business will be conducted 
on normal lines, and the collateral can only be dealt 
with or realised if default is made by the purchaser 
of the goods. 

The sooner this excellent scheme is brought into opera- 
tion the sooner will the difficulty of the foreign ex- 
changes be overcome and British export trade restarted. 

It would appear to be especially helpful in the case 
of contracts taking a considerable time to execute, such 
as those for electrical engineering plant. 

We trust that every effort will be made by our business 
men to utilise this excellent scheme, and incidentally 
to build up the reputation of the League of Nations. 


head- : 


THE recent inauguration of the In- 

The Institute of stitute of Physics raises one or two 
Physics. questions upon which some comment 
may be offered. In the first place, 

although there is little doubt that industry generally is 
now appreciating much more than it did a few years 
ago the importance of the physicist, there is more than 
a possibility, owing to the unforeseen reaction which 
has followed the war, that the full advantage of this 
appreciation will, at any rate temporarily, be post- 
poned. There is a vast difference between the practical 
usefulness of the physicist and the chemist in industry, 
and although the works chemist 1s now a well-recognised 
member of most large engineering staffs, we have not yet 
reached the stage when the works physicist has become 
equally familiar. Consequently, the physicist must con- 
tinue for some time yet to depend upon assistance from 
the Government and donations from industry to carry 
on his work in the more inspiring atinosphere of the 
laboratories of our universities and teaching institutions. 

Unfortunately, the impoverishment of the nation 
has compelled the cutting-down of the sum at the 
disposal of the Departinent of Scientific and Industrial 
Research, and this limits the opportunities even for men 
of promise to carry on original work in physical 
research. "That, however, should not discourage those 
who have the full industrial development of pure science 
at heart. There is, of course, a direct incentive to 
manufacturing firms to subscribe to the funds of their 
own research associations, and less incentive to put down 
inoney for pure science research from which immediate 
results are not necessarily forthcoming. The inaugura- 
tion of the Institute of Physics offers one more oppor- 
tunity for appealing to industry to assist, not only in 
the national interest, but in the individual interests of 
particular trades, by the provision of funds which will 
aid in the conduct of research work in our universities 
and teaching institutions on well-defined lines. 

Another matter which arises out of the inauguration 
of the Institute of Physics is the position with regard to 
the formation of new technical institutions. It has 
been urged that our old-established institutions, which 
nominally cover every branch of engineering and science, 
are not able to provide for the greater specialisa- 
tion that has come about since they were originally 
formed. There is a good deal of truth in this conten- 
tion, and one or two instances can be mentioned where 
some of the younger men, who have been compelled by 
the trend of events to specialise severely, have broken 
away and taken action on their own account. A recent 
example of this is the formation of the Institution of 
Production Engineers, the complaint in this case being 
that there is no opportunity at present afforded by any 
existing society for the discussion of the practical aspects 
of production, which is such a vitally important problein 
to all industries to-day. In the same way, a Chemical 
Engineering Group was formed a few years ago, to give 
opportunities for the discussion of engineering problems 
attaching to the chemical industry, and although the 
Engineering Group is now affiliated to a parent society, 
at one time there was a threat to break away and form a 
separate institution. Similarly, the formation of the 
Faraday Society has fully justified itself, and it seems 
that the Institute of Physics will equally be found a 
necessity if full opportunities are to be given for 
physicists to discuss their own particular problems. 
This tendency would seem rather to lead away from 
the ideal put forward on more than one occasion 
that the older institutions, such as the Institutions of 
Civil. Electrical, and Mechanical Engineers, should 


.sectionalise themselves and cover the whole field of 


activities implied by their names. The Institution of 
Electrical Engineers has, it is true, made a move in that 
direction bv the formation of its Wireless Section, and 
it mav well be that this tvpe of development could be 
extended with advantage. 
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STATUTORY UNDERTAKINGS AND THE. FUEL SUPPLY. 


[By a Legal Contributor.] 


A QUESTION of very considerable importance to supply 
authorities is suggested by the shortage of fuel. Suppose 
that, owing to their bein; unable to tind coal, those 
who are under statutory obligation to provide elec- 
tricity are unable to fulfil that obligation, what is the 
position? Are they under any penalty, or are they 
liable to any consumer for breach of contract? 

The question involves the consideration of those pro- 
visions of the electric lighting Acts which compel under- 
takers to give a continuous supply. 

It is provided by Sec. 30 of the schedule to the Electric 
Lighting Clauses Act that (1) whenever the undertakers 
make default in supplying energy to any owner or 
occupier of premises to whom they are required to supply 
energy under the special order they shall be liable in 
respect of each default to a penalty not exceeding 40s. 
for each day on which the default occurs. 

It has been held that where there is no special contract 
between the undertakers and the consumer obliging the 
former to give a supply, the latter cannot maintain 
an action for damages for failure to supply—his only 
remedy being to proceed for penalties (Clegg v. Earby 
Gas Co. (1896) 1 Q.B. 592). | 

Taken by itself, this clause imposes a very serious 
liability upon a company or local authority supplying 
electricity, for it would extend to every default which 
they might make. Even if the supply were cut off for 
a few minutes in the day, it might involve them in a 
claim for penalties. Its rigour, however, as we shall 
presently see, is modified by a subsequent clause. 

In cases where the local authority are not themselves 
undertakers, severe penalties are inflicted if there is any 
failure to supply energy to public lamps.  Sub-sec. (2) 
provides that where the local authority are not the 
undertakers, and the undertakers make default in 
supplying energy to the public lamps to which they may 
be and are required to supply energy under the special 
order, the undertakers shall be liable in respect of each 
default to a penalty not exceeding 40s. for each lamp 
and for each day on which the default occurs. Sub-sec. 
(3) provides that whenever the undertakers make default 
in supplying energy in accordance with the terms of the 
Board of Trade regulations, they shall.be liable to such 
penalties as are prescribed by the regulations in that 
behalf. | ! 

The fourth sub-section is of the greatest interest. It 
provides * that the penalties to be inflicted on the 
undertakers under this section shall in no case exceed 
in the aggregate in respect of any defaults not being 
wilful defaults on the part of the undertakers, the sum 
of £50 for any one day, and provided also that in no 
ease shall any penalty be inflicted in respect of any 
default 1f the Court are of opinion that the default was 
caused by inevitable accident or force majeure or was of 
so slight or unimportant a character as not materially 
to affect the value of the supply.“ 

Let us examine some of the cases in which these pro- 
vislons have been considered, in order to see whether 
thev provide any answer to the question at issue. 

What, in the first place, is force majeure, which is 
sometimes described in legal documents as “ the act of 
God or the King's enemies“?! In a case which was heard 
in Dublin in 1399 it was proved that the supply of 
energy had broken down owing to certain defects in a 
cable which had not made themselves apparent for a 
considerable time. It was held that the Corporation was 
excused on the ground of inevitable accident (Sun In- 
surance Co. v. Dublin Corporation, December 9th, 1399). 


on certain days. 


"n 


But the defence of force majeure or inevitable accident 
will not avail an undertaker in-every case. In Shaddick 
v. London Electric Supply Corporation (Journal of Gas 
Lighting, May 8th, 1900, p. 1235), the keeper of certain 
licensed premises at Deptford summoned the defendant 
corporation for failure to supply electricity to his pre- 
mises. The default was admitted, but the defence was 
force majeure, it being contended that the supply of 
electricity having become deficient owing to unavoidable 
causes, it became essential that some part of the district 
of the company should be cut off, and that Deptford was 
selected as causing the least public inconvenience. The 


full penalty of 40s. was inflicted in each of the seven 


cases, with 20 guineas costs in the first case, and 2s. costs 
in each of the others. It would seem, however, that 
where the company are taken by surprise, and asked to 
supply a number of consumers for whom they have not 
made adequate arrangements, they will be leniently 
dealt with. Thus in Marylebone Vestry v. Metropolitan 
Electric Supply Co. (Journal of Gas Lighting, January 
2nd, 1900, p. 34), the company were summoned by the 
Vestry and Guardians for making default in supplying 
electrical energy to the workhouse and vestry premises 
The company admitted .the default, 
and contended that the same was due to inevitable aci- 
dent, caused by the great increase in the demand for 
electricity which had exceeded their expectations. The 
case was at first adjourned, and eventually small fines 
were iniposed, | | 

It would seem that if any negligence on the part of 
the company can be proved, it is futile for them to urge 
a plea of force majeure or inevitable accident. 

Thus the faulty laying of a cable which leads to a 
break owing to subsidence; defective insulation leading 
to short circuit ; carelessness at the central station which 
leads to a stoppage of all the machinery; none of these 
things could be pleaded in answer to a summons for 
failure to supply. On the other hand, the breakage of 
a cable owing to floods, the bursting of a boiler, or 
sudden stoppage of machinery owing to some undetected 


fault would always be received us a complete answer 


to a charge of failure to supply. But it is essential, 
in the interest of the consumer, that the conrpany should 
take every precaution to secure that even when one set 
of engines breaks down another shall be ready to take 
its place. | l 

If the undertakers cannot reach the consumer’s pre- 
mises without breaking up land not dedicated to the 
public use, and the owner of the land refuses his consent 
to the breaking up, this would appear to be an answer 
to a complaint under this section (Bellamy v. Liverpool 


United Gas Light Co. (1904), 2 L.6.H. 1,182). 


These cases lead inevitably to the conclusion that mere 


‘inability from a business point of view to supply 
is no answer to a claim for penalties. 


Whether 
this inability is due to strike or lock-out, or inability to 
proeure coal, the undertakers remain liable for failure 
tosupply. The answer of the consumer who cannot turn 


on his lamps to the complaint of the company“ We have 


no coal’ is clear and explicit.“ You are under statu- 


‘tory contract to supply me with electricity, and you 


have broken that contract. You should have laid in 
sufficient coal to tide vou over the period of a strike." 
That any consumer will ever attempt to assert his 
right to the above extent may be doubted; but it is im- 
portant for those who are connected with the electrical 
industry to realise that so far as legislation is concerned 
they are not at present protected by any strike clause. 


1 
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“THE PRESENT ECONOMIC POSITION OF THE ENGINEERING AND ALLIED INDUSTRIES. 


Tue following are extracts from a document issued by 
the Engineering and the National Employers' Federa. 
tions (Broadway, Westminster, S.W. I). We refer to 
the matter in our leading columns. Since our article 
was written we have been favoured with a copy of a 
pamphlet issued by the Amalgamated Engineering Union 
in reply to the Employers’ statement. We propose to 
treat it with equal fullness in a later issue :— 


THE FUNDAMENTAL CAUSE OF THE DEPRESSION. 


The fundamental cause of the existing depression is the war, 
and we have to find to what extent the various changes which 
the war has brought ubout are the predominant causes in the 
present depression, 

The urst consideration of the position reveals the fact that 
there are in the world, at the present time, two great classes of 
people with whom we are mostly concerned :— 

(a) Those who want to buy and can't. 
(b) Those who can buy and won't. 


The position of the peoples in all these countries who want 
to buy but can't is symbolised by the state of the exchanges as 
between their currencies and our currency. 


FOREIGN EXCHANGES. 


If English currency for the moment is taken as the stan- 

dard, the currency of all these other countries 18 depreciated, 
because in all cases for the last two years or more the pro- 
ductive industries of these countries have been abnormally dis- 
turbed. their exporting capacity has been excessively reduced, 
and at the same tine they have been seeking to buy food, 
machinery and raw material. For the time being they have 
largely exhausted their buying power and that means that they 
have exhausted the capacity to give employment to people of 
the United Kingdom who are engaged in manufacturing in- 
Aistries. 
There are some countries that will be able to renew their 
Sroductive industry (including agriculture), and therefore in 
ue time to export, if they can receive supplies of machinery, 
of materials, of seeds, &c. In these cases it is proposed that 
export credits should be provided, but export credits are 
nothing but loans, and when an export credit is made we are 
lending to the country assisted, the product of British labour, 
capital and industry, notably jn the form of manufactured 
goods, and the degree of stimulation to British industry which 
export credits can provide is a very limited one and in fact 
limited to the extent to which industry can be maintained by a 
Government seeking to borrow in order to maintain industry 
when it is depressed. 

/lhe position with regard to trade with a country whose cur- 
rencies have been depreciated has been aggravated by the high 
cost of production of British goods. Some months ago the 
needs of such countries were so urgent that they were prepared 
and willing to pay any price that might be asked to satisfy their 
most pressing needs. "They are no longer prepared to take that 
attitude and are holding back until they can obtain goods at a 
more reasonable price than at present. 

While this state of things is dominating the situation it 
happens at the same time that industrial production is reviving 
rapidly in Germany. In that country, where the present 
market par rate of exchange (i.e., purchasing power in Ger- 
many) is somewhere in the neighbourhood of 100 marks to the 
sovereign while the actual international rate is somewhere 
about 240 to the sovereign, they are in a position to offer 
goods at less than half the price at which it is possible for 
British manufacturers to Sell. Under these circumstances 
European countries are naturally turning to Germany to 
supply their wants, and it 1s manifestly becoming daily more 
dithcult to obtain orders for British goods from the Continent. 


AUSTRALIAN AND FAR EASTERN EXCHANGES. 


The state of affairs prevailing in India, China, and 
Australia, though arising out of the war, 18 very different in 
character from that which has disturbed the European ex- 
changes. The unit of Indian currency is the rupee, a silver 
coin, but owing to the fact that the price of silver for many 
years before the war was kept fairly steady, and owing also 
to the fact that the balance of trade as between the United 
Kingdom and India was, all factors being taken into account, 
kept steady, it was possible, through the joint action of the 
Home Government and the Indian Government, to stabilise 
the rupee at 1s. 4d., i. e.. 15 to the sovereign. The war caused 
a vast disturbance to the balance of trade, and stimulated 
activity, both in India and in China, the other great silver 
using country, with the result that there arose a great need 
for additional silver for coinage purposes. At the same time. 
the annual production of silver was being severely restricted 
owing to the Mexican Revolution. The combined effect of in- 
creased demand with reduced supply forced the price of silver 
to a level about three times as high as its pre-war level. The 
Government machinery for regulating the Indian exchange 
completelv broke down in face of the overwhelming economic 
forces which were brought into play. and at one time the 


rupee attained the extraordinary value of 2s. 8d., that is to 
say, double its pre-war exchange value. Extraordinary 
measures had to be taken, and the United States Governinent, 
by selling several hundred million ounces of silver from their 
reserves to the Indian Government, eased the situation. 

A committee of the best experts investigated the question 
and recommended certain measures which were adopted by 
the Government, the outstanding one being that an effort 
should be made to stabilise the rupee at the value of 2s., ie., 
10 to the £. At the time the recommendation was made this 
represented an ellort to reduce the value of the rupee, but 
shortly afterwards the price of silver began to fall because the 
Mexican proau...)n was resumed and also because the replace- 
ment of silver currency in. Europe by paper money enabled 
enorinous quantities of silver to be made available for Andian 
and Chinese currency requirements. The price of silver fell 
with even greater rapidity than that with which it rose, and 
to-day it is only a few pence per ounce different from its pre- 
war value—the rupee being once again somewhere about 
ls. 4d. or a little less in value. 

When the rupee was worth 9s. 8d. India placed enormous 
orders in this country, particularly for textiles, and the extra- 
ordinary flow of orders continued even after the fall of the 

value of the rupee had begun because the rupee still had a 
higher relative purchasing power if used to buy goods from 
abroad. When, however, many of the goods were actually 
delivered in India the value of the rupee had fallen below the 
stabilised rate of Zs. in the £ and Indians who expected to 
pay for goods on arrival at the rate of 10 rupees for a 
sovereign's worth, found themselves called upon to pay 15. 
Warehouses at the Indian ports are still full of goods of which 
the Indian purchasers will not take delivery, and for the mo- 
ment orders from India are negligible in amount. Congestion 
of warehouses in Australia and South America has taken place 
for similar reasons. 

With regard to Australia and New Zealand, the position 
which has arisen is a direct consequence of the war. The 
Australian wool-clip and much of the Australian wheat har- 
vest, together with supplies of meat from New Zealand, were 
bought by the British Government as part of the policy for 
maintaining food supplies during the war, for preventing 
abnormal increases 1n prices, for securing adequate supplies of 
wool for clothing the army, and also partly to assist the 
Australian Government during those times when shipments 
were held up. The payments of the British Government were 
made, generally speaking, when goods were delivered into 
Warehouses in Australia, whereas in the case of private pur- 
chasers, while the practice would vary probably from case to 
case, yet, generally speaking, payments were made against 
shipping documents in the form of a bill of exchange, having 
a currency of three or perhaps six months. In effect, when 
the Government became the main purchaser, the Australians 
were receiving payment anything from three to six months 
earlier than they had been accustomed to receive it, and this, 


of course, had a very stimulating effect on their spending 


power. When the end of the war came very heavy orders 
were placed in this country for goods of a kind which could 
not be obtained during the war in adequate quantities. The 
demand from Australia and New Zealand became so heavy that 
Australian credits in London began to run down, and then on 
top of this there came the change once more from Govern- 
ment buying to private buying, and. with. the resumption of 
the ordinary conditions of private trading the Australian found 
a gap of from three to six months in receiving. payments in 
respect of exports. In consequence of this gap, Australian 
credits in London are exhausted, British firms who have been 
paid by Australian bills of exchange find it impossible to dis- 
count these bills in London, and export trade to Australia has 
been paralysed in consequence. 

The difficulties which have arisen in the case of India, China, 
Australia and New Zealand are difticulties of the balance of 
trade and difficulties of currency, but every buyer in those 
countries is now infinitely more critical of prices than he was 
before the collapse came and there is extraordinary reluctance 
on the part of buyers in those countries to place orders for 
British goods at the level of prices which has been prevailing. 
It is very certain that an active state of trade cannot be re- 
sumed without lower selling. prices, involving a mnn lower 
cost of production. 

Tue Crisis. 


From the point of view of British industry the critical 
month was August, 1920, and if at that time a combined effort 
could have been made to reduce the cost of production the 
worst effects of the slump could have been avoided. As a 
matter of fact, between the end of July and the end of Decein- 
ber the increase of wages reported by the Ministry of Labour 
added £1,434,000 to the weekly wage bill, or, say, at the rate 
of £70,000,000 a vear. 

As the Ministry of Labour statistica only cover a little more 
than half the wage earners, the aggregate increase must have 
been much greater. 

As the “ consumers’ strike was then well under way, it is 
evident. that the inereased burden could only aggravate the 
situation. l 
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THE CONSUMERS’ STRIKE.“ 


So far, attention has been concentrated mainly on those who 
want to buy but cannot, because their own productivity is low 
for the tiine being. 

''he other class, namely, those who can buy and will not, 
is equally important. 

Actually, of course, there is no sharp division between the 
two classes, because naturally those who are in urgent want of 
commodities, whose purchasing power is also reduced, are in 
many cases not exercising that power in full, because they hope 
to do so at better advantage later on. This is particularly the 
case of the ordinary consumer, who is not buying, say, a new 
suit of clothes because he is waiting till the price is at rock 
bottom. 

The order of events is shown by the following sets of index 
numbers :— 


Times index No. 


of wholesale Trade Union 0 A ing 
— prices of materials percentage ntage in- 
| Percentage ol unemploy- pite tlt 
„„ men | Jay, uis 
December 31st, 1919  ... 2,78 3:2 | 125 
January 31st, 1920 à | 235'0 2˙9 | 130 
February 29th, 1920 ... 256'0 1 130 
March 31st, 1920 * 248 7 11 132 
April 30th, 1920 ove 239 9 0'9 141 
May 31st, 1920 ... T 2176 11 | 150 
June 30th, 1920 x 190'ó 1'2 | 152 
July 31st, 1920. 19572 11 155 
August 31st, 1920 evi 1931 16 161 
September 30th, 1920 ... 18071 22 164 
October 31st, 1920 ... 1704 53 176 
November 30th, 1920 ... | 128°9 37 169 
December 31st, 1920 ... 107:8 6l 165 
January 31st, 1921 pil 8276 6'9 151 
February 28th, 1921 ... | 612 8'5 141 


— — — — e — 


Raw materials reached their highest level at the end of 
February, 1920; unemployment was at its lowest at the end of 


April, 1920; and the cost of living was highest at the end of 


October, 1920. 
THe COAL STRIKE. 


What was perhaps even more serious was the fact that, at 
the most critical period of all, the threat of the coal strike 
was hanging over the nation and buyers at home and abroad 
avoided making purchases. 

The buyer abroad was afraid he would not get delivery, and 
the buyer at home, particularly the wholesale buyer, was in 
such dread of the consequence of a coal strike to his business 
that he was afraid to commit himself. 

Then at last, when the coal strike came. foreign competitors 
seized the opportunity to secure business which might have 
come to this country. 

A coal strike 12 months ago would have been survived as 
the railway strike was survived, but coming at the critical 
time that it did, it was fatal to our prospects of evading the 
worst effects of the slump which was then already in progress. 
. The aggregate capacity for saving is not equal to the burden 
Imposed upon us, and the shortage of savings. i.e., new 
capital, has led to higher and still higher prices, which are 
without parallel, being offered for capital in the form of rates 
of interest. 

The high rates of interest have stimulated savings through 
further personal economies, but these have not been adequate, 
and consequently there has been a slowing down of new enter- 
prises. 

NEW CAPITAL IS THE ENGINEER'S SOURCE OF EMPLOYMENT. 


The engineer and the builder are fed and clothed out of 
the savings of those in other occupations, but those, e.g., the 
farmers of Northern France, of Hungary and of Russia, have 
at the moment such a slender margin that they cannot achieve 
the task which incidentally would be enormously to their own 
advantage. This, to many, may be a new idea, but it is 
evident that if people in other industries did not save, there 
could never bé an engineering industry at all. 


THE FREEZING OF CREDIT. 


Just at the time when the limit was being reached, the fall 
of wholesale prices already referred to was beginning. Manu- 
facturers and merchants holding of necessity great stocks of 
material at high prices largely paid for out of borrowed morey, 
were unable to repay the loans from the banks, and the latter 
being tied up in this way were unable to provide accommoda- 
tion for others who were just needing it for their enterprises, 
and who frequently, in consequence, did not know where to 
turn for the wherewithal to meet their weeklv wage bill. 

Credit, the life blood of industry, became frozen in great 
stocks of materials. partly finished and fully finished goods. 

Stocks now held will have to be reduced in value to an 
extent which will induce purchasers to buv, and the holders 
will have to cut their losses accordingly. This, however, will 
be possible only if the holders of stocks nre able to replace 
them at much lower prices in future. and this, in turn, means 
far lower costs of production than exist at present. 

(To be concluded.) 


THE PRINTING AND ALLIED TRADES 
EXHIBITION. . | 


—— 


Tur catalogue of the sixth International Printing, Stationery, 
and Allied Trades Exhibition, which opened at the Agricul- 
tural Hall on April 30th, recalls that a conspicuous feature 
of the 1914 show was the number of German firms showing 
goods. But Nous avons changé tout cela, and the present 
exhibition is free from any suspicion of ex-enemy invasion. 
This, however, does not mean that it is all British," for 
both France and America are well represented. Naturally 
electricity looms large in such an exhibition; the advantages 
of the electric drive with its ease of control, cleanliness, and 
efficiency have made it indispensable to the printing industry. 
We have it on the authority of the official electrical con- 
tractors that motors representing a load of ubout 700 kW arc 
in use on the stands. | 

Motors specially adapted to printing work are shown by 
Electromotors, Ltd., and the Swedish General Electric, Ltd. 

ELECTROMOTORS, LTD., has upon its stand a 3-h.p. compound 
wound motor for operation on 110 volts at 960 r.p.m. The 
speed of this machine can be raised 25 per cent. by shunt 
regulation, and decreased 334 per cent. by series regulation. 
A drum type controller designed to give unlimited inching " 
and to control the speed is used to demonstrate the capabili- 
ties of the motor. The other machine shown is also a com- 
pound wound motor of 44 h.p. at 630 r.p.m. The speed is 
capable of increase up to 950 r.p.m. by shunt control. An 
* [granic ” control panel is connected to this machine; this 
panel comprises a compound hand-operated series and shunt 
regulator and automatic starter with dynamic braking. The 
bulk of this firm’s exhibit, however, is to be found in actual 
use upon the stands of other firms. Its motors are driving 
machinery for the following exhibitors: Geo. Mann & Co., 
Ltd., Furnival & Co., Ltd., Miehle Printing Press & Manu- 
facturing Co., Ltd., W. H. Lockett & Co., and Crosland, Ltd. 

THE SWEDISH GENERAL ELECTRIC, LTD., displays several types 
and sizes of motors suitable for printing works. The d.c. 
motors shown include three of the K type. shunt wound, 
interpole, variable speed machines. These have a normal 
speed range alteration of 50 per cent. by shunt adjustment. 
The sizes shown are 1 h.p., 1,950 r.p.m.; 2 h.p., 1,000 r.p.m., 
and 44 h.p., 480 r.p.m. The exhibition supply is d.c., and for 
the operation of its a.c. machines, the company has installed 
a motor-generator set of 15 kVA capacity, converting the 
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Fic. 1.—Swepisu G. E. CoMMUTATOR MOTOR. 


d.c. supply into a.c. at 400 V; the set operates at 1,000 r. p. m. 
Three examples of "'Century," single-phase, self-starting. 
repulsion-induction motors appear on the stand; these are 
of B. 1, and 5 h.p. operating at 970, 1,460, and 1,460 r.p.m. 
respectively. A single-phase 5 h.p. reversible lift motor with 
controller is also exhibited. The three-phase machines include 
a 10-h.p., 960 r. p. m., slip ring motor, and a 2-h.p. squirrel cage 
motor working at 1,410 r.p.m. The piece de résistance of the 
exhibit is a three-phase commutator motor giving from 10 to 
30 h.p. at speeds ranging from 350 to 1,050 r. p.in. (fig. I). 
The simplicity and reliability of the induction. motor have 
led to its adoption to a very great extent, but its economical 
speed regulation has proved a difficult problem. Regalation 
by means of resistance in the rotor circuit has been employed 
almost exclusively for some speed changes. For larger ranges 
of speed the a.c. 1s either converted to d.c. or tandem motors 
or multispeed motors with windings for two or more sets of 
poles can be used. In the type of variable speed motor 
exhibited, which was designed by Mr. H. K. Schrage. a 
Swedish engineer, the primary winding is placed on the rotor 
and the secondary winding on the stator. The motor also has 
a regulating winding, which is similar to a d.c. winding. 
with a commutator, and which is placed in the same slots in 
the rotor as the primary winding. The speed of the machine 
is changed by the introduction of a boosting or '' bucking ” 
voltage into the secondary winding. This voltage is taken 
from the regulating winding by means of the brushes on two 
separate rocker arms which are adjustable in relation to one 
another. The auxiliary voltage is varied by shifting the 
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brushes, and in this way the speed of the motor is varied 
in the same proportion. The brush rocker arms are furnished 
with geared segments, and are shifted by meuns of a pinion 
and handwheel. For the larger sizes this gear can be ariven 
by a small auxiliary motor mounted on the top of the machine. 
Ine advantages ot this commutator motor are that it can be 
started without rheostats with the brushes in the starting 
position, when the motor will run at about one-third maxi- 
ium speed; regulation can be: made while the machine 18 
running under toad, and the motor can give constant torque 
at any speed. ‘Lhe power factor at the highest speed is be- 
tween .9à and unity. 

Messrs. W. Canning & Co., Lrp., show apparatus for the 
electro-deposition of metals, &c. A motor-generator set shown 
has an input of 12 A at 220 V, giving a current of 250 A at 
6 V. PFlating dynamos ot very strong construction are ex- 
hibited; one of these gives a current of 2,000 A at 6 V, and 
the others range down to a small sized machine with an 
output of 100 A at the same voltage. A special vat for de- 
positing copper on cylinders is exhibited. ‘this is fitted with 
gear to revolve and burnish the cylinder, white deposition 
is taking place. Other exhibits are resistances and shunts 
with brush contacts, vats for electrotype and for nickel facing 
stereos, &c. 

Messrs. A. W. Penrose & Co., Ltp., in addition to print- 
ing and composing machines, show Sunray vertical arc 
lamps for photographic reproduction, giving a diffused power- 
ful white light. A vacuum printing frame shown is fitted 
with a small exhausting motor pump. Vertical arcs for 
photographic purposes are also exhibited by PICTORIAL 
MACHINERY, LTD. 

Messrs. WILLIAM J. LiauT & Co., I/rp., exhibit also for the 
Swiss firm Winkler, Fallert et Cie. This exhibit includes a 
number of machines operated by electric motors. A number 
of metal melting and casting machines are electrically heated. 
Among these are a rotary matrix drying drum, a flat casting 
box, and a linotype melting pot fitted with an automatic 
temperature controller. 

Messrs. WiTTON-JAMES, L/D., have an exhibit comprising 
all types of equipment for variable speed driving with full 
automatic or semi-automatic control. A complete 30-h.p. 
motor equipment for driving rotary wet presses and calenders 
is shown. ‘l'his consists of main and auxiliary motors. ‘Lhe 
set is put into operation by first starting up the suxilisry 
motor which rises to full speed when it is cut out by the 
action of a centrifugal clutch, and the main motor is then 
driven straight from the mains. The ease with which speed 
can be varied by a motor-driven sliding resistance, con- 
trolled by push-button equipment, is very marked. The 
push-button arrangement permite starting and speeding up, 
stopping and slowing down, as well as inching, and the 
interval of time elapsing between the pressing of & button 
and the result is hardly appreciable. By connecting up several 
of these push-button equipments in series the pressing of a 
safety button prevents the starting up of any machine in 
a set. A 90-h.p. " Kingsbury " variable speed motor is ex- 
hibited. ‘This is also fitted with push-button control, allowing 
the machine to be operated at any speed from a slow crawl 
to a high maximum. The motor operates at maximum effi- 
ciency from half to full speed. A_ self-contained linotype 
machine shown is a very compact piece of apparatus. The 
motor is started up when the operator takes his seat by the 
lifting of a flap with his knees. When the operator rises 
the flap falls and switches the motor off. This equipment 
obviates the running of a large motor when only a part of 
the plant is required to be used. The patent electro-magnetic 
reel brake system shown maintains a constant web tension 
whatever the size of the roll of paper. The over-running of 
a reel is prevented by an electro-magnetic brake. The rest 
of the exhibit is composed of small jobbing press equipments 
and accessories of various kinds. 

Tue IORANIC ELECTRIC Co., LTD., is not exhibiting separately, 
but its control equipment appears on a number of stands 
where printing machinery is shown running. For small 
direct current motors, from 1 h.p. to 2 h.p., type No. 105 
counter e.m.f. type, self-acting motor starter is installed. 
This is designed and intended to-supply the need for a com- 
paratively inexpensive automatic starter for such machines 
as guillotines, croppers, boring boxes, &c. It is provided with 
a single pole ''clapper " 
blow-out, and a single step of starting resistance which 1s 
automatically cut out by a second ‘‘ clapper switch when 
the motor has reached approximately half normal speed. The 
motor is started and stopped by simply pressing a button 
located in a convenient position on the machine. For starting 
and controlling the speed of electrically-driven flat-bed print- 
ing presses, the Junior Universal panel (fig. 2) has been 
widely adopted. This type of panel is made in standard sizes 
from 1 h.p. to 3. h. p. The panel comprises the following: A 
self-acting starter of the solenoid multiple-finger type. The 
fingers are mounted on a revolving shaft which is operated 
by a solenoid and timed by an adjustable dashpot. To start 
the inotor the fingers make contact in succession, each cutting 
out a section starting on full field. A shunt field regulator 
with 15 contacts and an external operating handle is provided 
to give any desired speed range. A magnetically-operated 
circuit breaker or ''clapper " switch is interlocked with the 
starter in such a manner that the circuit is always closed 
and opened on the circuit breaker contacts and not on the 


type main switch with magnetic . 


starter contacts. This feature is particularly important where 
inching is practised. A powerful magnetic blow-out disrupts 
the arc. A double pole main switch for external operation 
isolates the starter and regulator when in the off position. 
The whole of the switchyear is contained in a totally enclosing 
cover with drip-proof ventilating hood and cable intake. ‘The 
front and.sides are easily removable, leaving the switchgear 
and resistance fully exposed for examination or cleaning 
without the'necessity of disconnecting the panel or taking 
it down. For flat-bed machines requiring more than 4 h.p. 
the No. 250 Universal control panel is being used. This 
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Fic. 2.—IGranic ‘‘ JUNIOR UNIVERSAL CONTROL PANEL. 
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type of panel embodies the same features as those described 
in the case of the Junior Universal panel. The current 
carrying parts, however, have an increased capacity, and the 
multiple finger type starter is replaced by a solenoid-operated 
contact lever which moves over a number of renewable copper 
segments. The control panels are usually fixed on the wall 
or an adjacent pillar; the only portion actually on the printing 
press is an appropriate push button or master switch. 

Messrs. Fry’s METAL Founpry, Lrp., show a number of 
metal melting pots each equipped with a Foster pyrometer 
connected up to a central indicating instrument. Among other 
firms exhibiting may be mentioned Messrs. GILBEY X HER- 
MAN, printing ink manufacturers, who have their stand illu- 
minated by means of the Sheringham daylight lamps and 
reflectors, and Messrs. THOMAS & BisHop, Lip., who exhibit 
ling Surface belt dressing and Gale’s commutator com- 
pound for the prevention of sparking. 


NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS, 


AND PLANT, 
Readers are invited to submit particulars oy new or improved 
devices and apparatus, which will be published if considered of 
sufficient interest. 


Shadowless Lighting. 


A recent issue of the Scientific American describes a device 
invented by a Frenchman, M. Verain, for giving a light with- 
out shadows in such situations as surgeries, operating theatres, 
&c., where shadows must be entirely eliminated. A gasfilled 
high-efficiency incandescent lamp is placed in a cylindrical 
lens cell of the same general design as the lenses of the usual 
mariner's lights. 'This lens system serves to project the rays 
of light sideways, where they come into contact with 50 
mirrors arranged as sectors around the inside of a large metal 
bowl reflector. These mirrors are. tilted at such an angle as 
to throw the reflected beams of light downward, thus forming 
a concentrated circle of light. The area of this circle of light 
may be increased or decreased by varying the distance between 
the light source and the surface on which the rays are concen- 
trated; and as the light is reflected from 50 mirrors, if the 
surgeon's hands or instruments cut off part of the rays there 
are others that are not cut off, and thus supply the required 


illumination. 
Oil Burner for Steam Boilers. 


Messrs. ALEXANDER DUckHAUM & Co., LTD., have recently 
circularised electricity works engineers, pointing out that 
there is plenty of fuel oil in the country, and it appears that 
the. only obstacle to substituting it for coal in this emergency 
is the supply of burners. They therefore think it will interest 
station engineers to know that they make their own burners 
in a few hours out of ordinary iron pipes, at the cost of some 
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108, each, without valves or flex, and find them as good as any 
proprietary burner that they have tried. The accompanying 
illustration (fig. 3) shows the construction of the burner. As to 
the furnace, in an emergency a rough but quite useful method 
15 to let the burner play on a heap of fire brick; but it is pre- 
ferable to build a baftle wall across the furnace, preferably 
chequered with open spaces, say, about 3 in. square. In lieu 
of a supply tank, a barrel placed a few feet above the level of 
the burner can always be kept filled by the fireman from the 
barrels in which the temporary supply is received. The com- 
pany is not offering fuel oil. as its crude is of far too high a 
quality; these suggestions are offered simply to help in the 
present emergency. Notes accompanying the circular give 
full information regarding the installation and use of fuel oil 
burners, the kind of oil to employ, &c. 

The illustration, with the footnotes, explains itself. We 
think the thanks of the electrical industry are due to Messrs. 
Alexander Duckham for their very useful and disinterested 
advice on this subject. e d P d 
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The“ Heatrae " Boiling Ring. 

A neat boiling ring has been brought out by Messrs. 
Evectric Fires, IT., of King Street, Norwich, which we 
illustrate in fig. 1. The design is ingenious, and resembles 
that of the Heatrae " fires, already described in this 
column; with the exception of a light cast-iron top-plate, the 


Fig. 1.—'* H&gaATRAE " Bonina RING. 


hig. 2.—- BOTTOM REMOVED, SHOWING HEATER. 


parts of which are free to expand without fear of distortion 
or cracking, the whole of the metal parts are pressed or 
stamped out of thin sheet. By unscrewing a milled nut, 
which cannot be detached, the bottom plate can be removed; 
it consists of a plain disk to which is pinned a polished 
aluminium reflector, the shallow air space between the two 
serving as an effective heat insulator. The heating spirals 
are threaded through refractory bridges, as shown in fig. 2, 
which are held in position by simple means with perfect 
freedom, but perfect security. By removing another nut, 
access is gained to the terminals, which are heavily insulated 
with mica centred by the neat device previously described. 
The whole of the design is pleasing from the mechanical and 
electrical points of view, und in operation the ring is very 
satisfactory, heating up quickly to a red heat. A sample 
which we have been using is rated at 1 kW and has proved 
both convenient and effective. | 


A Foreigner’s View.— A Dutch visitor writing to the 
Newcastle Daily Journal, expresses surprise that such a great 
coal-producing country as England should allow its biggest 
asset to be so shamefully wasted. He asks:—'' What is it 
that has held this country back from adopting modern 
methods of power, lighting and heating? Engineers the 
world over are agreed that electricity is the most economical 
power that can be produced from coal, and yet in England 
ifs development seems strangely slow. ! 

"Ido not wish to boast particularly about my own country, 
but I cannot help mentioning the fact that practically every 
house in Amsterdam has electric light, and a very large num- 
ber of them rely upon electricity for heating and cooking.” 


EE y 


LEGAL. 


THE NASH FISH HYDROPHONE. 
- (Concluded from page 603.) 

When the casé was resumed on May 3rd, Mr. Nash went 
into the witness chair, and Mr. Gray asked him if he was 
personally familiar with the hunting of the submarines by the 
Nash Fish." n 

Witness replied that he was, and in reply to the Chairman 
hé said he had made about 100 trips. He did not think the 
submarines went more slowly or less noisily as the result of 
his fish. ` » | 

Mr. Gray then questioned the witness as to his out-of-pocket 
expenses in perfecting his fish, and Mr. Nasu said he thought 
it would be about 43,000. f 

Sir ARTHUR CoLEFAX asked witness if it was true that the 
Admiralty offered him a salary. Witness said that was so, but 
later on Capt. Fisher. withdrew it. ** 

Sir ARTHUR CorgrAX said Capt. Fisher had no authority to 
withdraw it, and asked witness if it was not true that he 
wrote stating that he wanted no salary, and that it was an 
honour to him to be engaged on such work. Witness replied 
that that was so. 

Mr. R. A. Mack, one of the claimants, gave evidence as to a 
visit he made to Scotland in May, 1916, for experimental pur- 

oses. 

s Mr. Hearta Brown said that in March, 1917, he was chief 
technical expert attached to the anti-submarine division. The 
Admiralty had a directional hydrophone which would be cap- 
able of dealing a serious blow to the submarine menace pro- 
vided there was not the trouble of the water noise. He told 
Mr. Nash that if he could succeed in solving the problem of 
the water noise he would probably be of some use. Witness 
went to Poole, and.Mr. Nash took him in a motor launch, 
behind which the ''fish " was towed. The test was sufficient 
to show him that the water noise had been eliminated without 
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Fig. 3.—IĪMPROVISED OIL FUEL BURNER, PahT SECTION. 


a, 1}-in. steam pipe swaged down to neck about § in. internal diameter. b, 4-in. steam pipe, drawn 
out to jet lin. internal diameter, c, 1l-in. x bin x 1}-in. steam tee. 
e, Locknut, permitting axial adjustment uf jet to neck «f outer tube. /, Flexivle cunuection to 
. QOil-fuel tank. 9, Flexible connection to compressed air or steam supply. 


d, II- in. x jan. bush. 


h, 1-in. jet, externally 
fluted to centre in the neck without closing it. 


any loss of sensitiveness. No one had up to that time, to his 
knowledge, solved the difficulty. He suggested to the Admir- 
alty that fifty of the Nash Fish ’”’ apparatus’ should be 
ordered for service at once. He came to the conclusion that 
the Nash Fish ’’ apparatus was by far the most successful 
device for chasing submarines durmg the war. After the 
" Nash Fish " had been accepted they had the ** Porpoise " 
device and the American K-tube " device. ‘hese, however, 
were not in use until many months after the“ Nash Fish." 

Capt. HUMPHREY WALWYN said he was Assistant Director of 
the Anti-submarine Division of the Admiralty, and in that 
capacity was acquainted with the devices for defending our 
ships against the German submarines. ‘There were several 
devices in use, but none of them could detect a submarine 
from a moving vessel. In January, 1918, he was ordered to 
take the command of the whole northern control, and he found 
that the Nash Fish " was the only device that could locate 
and follow a submarine, although it was disappointing at times. 
Witness had been in many extraordinary submarine hunts, and 
the longest he remembered occupied some eighteen or twenty 
hours. : 

The CHAIRMAN: Quite apart from the '' killing 
marine, is the hunt of value? 

Witness: Undoubtedly. After a submarine had got through 
the barrage it was not quite so happy when it went back. 

Lieut. CHAs. DICKSON SEROPIAN said he was in six bunts 
altogether. He found the Nash Fish " system very satis- 
factory for hunting submarines. His machine picked up the 
noise of a submarine eight miles away. He claimed that he 
sank two submarines. He was perfectly certain he sank one. 

Other witnesses were called for the claimants, and all stated 
that the Nash Fish " was the most efficient apparatus for 
detecting submarines. i ad 

Sir ARTHUR CoLerax opened the case for the Admiralty by 
first calling evidence. 


" of a sub- 
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Mr. Louis Caas. BERNACCHI said he was appointed to tho 
Anti-subinarine Division of the Admiralty, and he thought the 
** K-tube appliance was better than the '' Nash Fish.” 

The Court adjourned until Monday, May 9th, when the 
hearing was resumed. Mr. Bernacchi said he did not think 
there was any ground for thinking that because of the Nash 
Fish " the Germans were forced to make their submarines less 
noisy. 

Commander Saw BRIDGE, of H. M. Navy, said he joined the 
submarine section of the Admiralty in April, 1918. He knew 
that a large number of trawlers were ordered to be equipped 
with the ' Nash Fish," and that it was a very expensive 
apparatus. There was a terrific menace then, and any mea- 
sures taken would have been justified, however expensive they 
might be. 

Commander H. I. R. TriscHuer, R.N., one of the Director's 
assistants for anti-submarine duties in connection with the 
Admiralty, said that in a report of the trials it was stated 
that the Nash Fish " was well designed; he thought it was 
defectively designed, and was a totally misleading device. 

So far as the electrical method is concerned of turning a 
hydrophone in the fish, is that novel in principle?—In all 
oe fire-control instruments we practically have the same 
idea. 

As far as I can make out the Nash Fish " equipment cost 
something between £500 and £700?—I have the amounts per 
trawler. I should say about £850 is the average. 

Cross-examined by Mr. HUNTER Gray, witness said he did 
not think the ‘‘ Nash Fish " was of any value at all. 

Were you more in favour of the porpoise?—No, I hold no 
brief for the porpoise ; that appliance failed as badly as the 
" Nash Fish.“ 

Commander TuRLF, D.S.O., said he had had considerable 
experience in the hunting of enemy submarines during the 
war. Compared with the S.C. tube the Nash Fish " was 


unfavourable in calm weather and favourable in rough 
weather. At one time he thought the Nash Fish" would 


succeed where the S.C. tube failed, but he found ultimately 
that it was less reliable than the S.C. tube. 

Cross-examined: The Nash Fish" gave a lower per- 
centage of false bearings than other devices. 

Mr. Eric B. HuGues, who took part in a number of sub- 
marine hunts, said his experience of the ‘ Nash Fish " was 
that it was unreliable. The greatest trouble was the breakage 
of the wires. The S.C. tube was more reliable as to accuracy 
of bearings. | 

Commander FAnQUHARSON, who is now in command of the 
Anti-Submarine School at Portland, said that at times he 
found the Nash Fish " satisfactory, but it gave bearings 
which were quite unreliable, and the submarine was often 
in the opposite direction to that given by the '' Nash Fish.” 
There was considerable cable trouble. On the whole, he did 
not consider the '' Nash Fish " satisfactory. 

Lieut. F. M. SYMON also considered that the ‘‘ Nash Fish ” 
was unreliable. 

At the close of the evidence Sir ARTHUR Corrrax addressed 
the Commission. He said he had given Mr. Nash the credit 
of being industrious and ingenious, and he had not said that 
Mr. Nash should not receive any consideration for the work 
he did. But this was a grosslv exaggerated claim. It started 
as a claim for a quarter of a million of pounds. and Mr. Hunter 
Gray reduced it to £100,000. It was all a question of amount. 
Mr. Grav opened the case as if the submarine menace was 
defeated by this invention. It was nothing of the kind. It 
played a small part, and nothing more than that, in meeting 
the submarine menace. It was no better than the other 
devices, if as good. He contended that no submarine was 
destroyed by the Nash Fish." The cables and the electric 
appliance gave trouble, and it was not a practical device. He 
suggested that something in the neighbourhood of £1,000 
would be & proper award in this case. 

Mr. Honter Gray. K.C.. on behalf of the claimants, sub- 
mitted that the evidence had clearly proved that the most 
powerful factor in dealing with the German submarine menace 
was the Nash Fish,” and it took a most important part in 
reducing the losses in the national shipping. When he opened 
his case he mentioned £100,000 as the amount of the n ward 
that should be made, and he submitted that that was about 
the right figure. 

The CHAIRMAN said Mr. Gray had submitted one basis on 
which the Commission should fix their award, but there was 
another way, and that was to give five or ten ner cent. on 
the amount which the Government had expended in connec- 
tion with the invention. The Government had spent £175,000 
on this invention. 

Mr. Hunter Gray said he did not agree with the chairman 
that his suggestion should anply in this case. 

This closed the case, and the Commission will make their 
award in due course. 


Mate v. THE VuLco MAGneto Co. 


In the King’s Bench Division. before Mr. Justice Bailhache 
on Monday, Gordon Harold Mate, of Lee. Kent, brought an 
action against the defendant companv, of Long Acre. London, 
claiming £3,500 damages for.alleged breach of contract. 


Mr. Le Quesne, for the plaintiff, explained that there was 


a contract between the parties by which the defendants agreed 
to sell to the plaintiff. 500 Bosch magnetos at 9 guineas each. 
They were to have been delivered within 14 days, half of the 
number to be shipped to the United Kingdom within seven 
days. Those arrangements had been confirmed by the defen- 
dants. As à matter of fact, counsel continued, no magnetos 
had ever been delivered, and defendants, in answer to the 
claim, had raised a curious defence. They ‘claimed to have the 
contract rectified on the ground that it was contained, 
not only in the document in dispute, but in several 
other letters, some of which really did not pass between the 
parties to the action. They further contended that the con- 
tract was partly verbal. The matter began in a sale of 500 
magnetos by the defendants to the Brompton Motor Co., who 
in turn sold them to the plaintiff. Some trouble arose because 
the defendauts wished to alter the terms of their agreement 
with the motor company. Plaintiff was asked whether he 
would accept the alterations, but refused. . The motor company 
then declined to go further with the matter, and the direct 
contract between the plaintiff and defendants was the result. 
The plea for rectification, cominented counsel, was really an 
attempt to read into the contract some correspondence which 
passed between the motor company and the defendants. The 
two terms they sought to add were that if they failed to carry 
out their contract they should suffer no further penalty than 
cancellation, and that the plaintiff should give a certificate 
showing that the magnetos were for commercial use only. 

His LORDSHIP, giving judgment, held that as there was 
really no market for the inagnetos, plaintiff was only entitled 
to the loss of profit he would have made hnd the goods been 
delivered. He therefore gave judgment for £400 with costs. 


ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES, LTD., v. MALLIS. 


Tug LORD CnHiEF Justice, in the King’ s Bench Division, on 
May 3rd, heard an action by plaintiffs against one Mallis, a 
former employé, and his wife, in which an injunction was 
sought to restrain them from continuing libellous conduct. 
Mr. MADDOCKS, appearing for the plaintiff company, said 
his clients sold à vacuum cleaner manufactured by the Eureka 
Vacuum Cleaner Co., of America, and the defendant Mallis 
was in 1915 employed by them as traveller, and was given 
North-West of London to travel in. After a time he expressed 
a desire to have the South-Western district instead, but was 
told that the change could not be made. He thereupon wrote 
a circular letter to the trade houses stating that he was about 
to sever his connection with the plaintiff firm because there 
was trouble with the staff. Then Mrs. Mallis, the defendant's 
wife, went to plaintiffs’ offices, and bursting in upon a director, 
abused him until he threatened to send for the police. She 
subsequently wrote a letter to the Eureka Co., accusing plain- 
tilfs of dishonourable conduct. She compiled a book descrip- 
tive of them which she published and sent to Harrods, White- 
levs, and other big firms. The book was also circulated amongst 
the plaintiffs’ staff. She wrote: ‘I regret I am unable to 
requisition the Salvation Army band to take up its stand out- 
side vour office to play Lead, Kindly Light.’ " She also ob- 
tained placards some feet in length upon which appeared words 
imputing dishonourable conduct to the company, and challeng- 
ing them to bring her to justice. With this placard she 
paraded up and down the street outside plaintiffs! Oxford 
Street premises. She had a photograph taken of herself carry- 
ing the placard which she sent to the Eureka Co. Under the 
cireumstances the only thing the plaintiffs could do was to 
applv for an injunction to restrain the defendants from con- 
tinuing their course of conduct. The injunction had been 
granted, and he (counsel) had seen counsel for the defendants, 
and had been told by him that Mrs. Mallis was carried away 
by her feelings because she thought her husband had been 
badly treated. It was useless to ask for damages, and if 
defendants would give an assurance not to repeat the libellous 
statements and annoving conduct that would end the matter. 
Mr. Harnay, K.C., for the defendants, said that his clients 
were prepared to give such an undertaking, to apologise for 
the annoyance which they had caused the plaintiffs, and to 
agree to a continuance of the in junction. 
pee LoRDSHIp agreed to the action being settled upon these 
rms. 


APPLICATION FOR CANCELLATION OF INDENTURES. 


On Mav 5th a local electrical engineer applied to the Sutton 
Police Court for a summons for the indentures of three appren- 
tices to be cancelled. He stated that the period of the inden- 
tures was five vears. After the boys had served for two years 
their trade union demanded that the pav of the boy over 
eighteen years of age should be increased to 39s. per week, 
and that of the other two to 31s. per week. The engineer 
refused to accede to this demand. and as a consequence the 
union withdrew the boys from his service, and the other 
employés also ceased work. A further threat was that the 
union would order its men to refuse to connect up to the 
electricity supply any installation carried out by the applicant. 
He had given notice to the apprentices to return, bus they 
bad taken no steps to do so. 
The summons was accordingly granted. 
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BUSINESS NOTES. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.—G. Dosy, electrician, Great 
Grimaby.— Last day for proofs for dividend, May 21st. Trustee, 
Mr. J. F. Wintringham, St. Mary's Chambers, Great Grimsby. 

GeoRGE EDWIN LEIGH WYNNE, trading as the Amalgamated 
Trading Oo., 44, Surbiton Road, Kingston-on-Thames. The follow- 
ing are creditors herein :— á 


Enfield-Ediswan Cable Works, Electric Supplies Co., Ltd. . £80 

Ltd. sâ m v .. £100 Freeman Electric Co. .. 18 
Ediswan Electric Co., Ltd. .. 20  Bimplex Conduits, Ltd. .. .. 60 
Visible Writing Machine Co. .. 90 Sun Electrical Co., Ltd. .. . 40 
Driver, Drennan & Cooper, Ltd. 145 Notable Electric Co., Ltd. 90 
Rylands & Bons  .. ia . 20 Warren, V.C. H. ua . 55 
Pawsons & Leaf, Ltd.  .. ee 25 | Pooley & Austin E . 90 
International Electric Co. .. 25 Btevenson & Rush, Ltd. .. .. 14 
L.P.8. Electric Co. sa .. 50 Lancaster Engineering Co. . 20 
Grey, M. C. .. 2 vs ee 120 Electrical Conduits, Ltd. ee 15 
Hogg, B. sa "m ie . 650 


L. P. Howse & G. H. B. SNELL (Howse & Snell), electrical engi- 
neers, 6 and 8, Duke Street, Margate, Kent.—The public examina- 
tion of these debtors was held recently at the Guildhall, Canterbury. 
The Official Receiver stated that the statement of affairs compiled 
by the debtor Snell showed liabilities of £1,873, while the net asseta 
amounted to £623, or a deficiency of £1,250. It appeared that 
debtors commenced business in partnership after serving in the 
Army, Howse looking after the outside work, and Snell the books. 
Howse possessed no capital, but Snell provided a small sum, while 
his father advanced £50 in December last, and guaranteed an over- 
draft of £250 at the bank in March. At first they were successful, 
but their work consisted to a large extent of installation work, 
and they lost money over it. They were questioned with reference 
to certain people who were said to be partners, and the examination 
was adjourned, f 

F. E. PAUMORB, electrical contractor, Marlborough Road. 
Nuneaton.—HReoeiving order made May 6th, on debtor's own 
petition. First meeting May 19th, public examination June 13th, 
both at Coventry. 

W. A. Davis, electrical engineer, 14, Basinghall Street, Farnley, 
Leeds.—Receiving order made May 5th, on creditor's petition. 

S. BECKETT, Jun., electrician, B>lton.—First meeting, May 24th, 
at the Official Receiver's offices, Byrom Street, Manchester ; public 
examination June 15th, at the Court House, Bolton. 

A. J. HARBISON (Xtra Lighting Co.). electrical and gas engineer, 
4,5 and 6, Old Market, iSunderland.—First meeting, May 18th; 
public examination, May 19th, both at Sunderland. 


Company Liquidations.—PiNKNEY & Forster, LTD., 
electrical engineers and contractors, Newcastle-on-Tyne.—A meeting 
was held, Mr. Leslie Brown presiding, at which a statement of 
affairs was submitted showing a surplus of asseta over liabilities. 
It was resolved to confirm the appointment as liquidator of Mr. 
Leslie Brown (Messrs. Stephenson, Smart & Co., incorporated 
accountants, Saville Row, Newcastle). A committee of inspection 
was appointed. 

T. EMERY'8 AUTOMATIC POWER GENERATING MoTons, LTD.— 
Meeting called for June 6th, at 18, Adam Street, Strand, W.C., 
to hearan aooount of the winding-up from the liquidator, Mr. C. 
Pillow. 

SUBMABINE MoTOR SHIP CLEANER.—First meeting of creditors 
and contributories May 19th, at Carey Street, W.C. 


Dissolation of Partnership.—J. K. Corron & Co., 
electrical engineers, 2, Water Street, Rochdale.—Messrs. F. W. 
Brierly, J. Sugden, A. D. Wickham. and A. Taylor have dissolved 
partnership. Messrs. Brierly, Sugden, and Wickham will continue 
the business under the same atyle. 


Trade Announcements. — Mr. Edwin O. Chadwick 
has resigned his position as manager of the electrical department 
of Mesars. Strode & Co., after 17 years' service with them, to join 
Mr. Ernest Withers in the business of Waring and Withers. The 
style of the firm is now MESSRS. WARING, WITHERS & CHADWICK. 

THE KENT ELECTRIC Power Co. has transferred its offices 
and wiring department showrooms from Railway Street, Chatham, 
to 240, High Street, Rochester. 

THE Ivor ELECTRICAL Co., LTD. has removed to 56, Red 
Lion Street, Clerkenwell Road, E.C.1. New telephone number: 
‘* Clerkenwell 3663.“ 

Messrs. PETTIGREW X MERRIMAN, LTD., have removed from 
7, Henrietta Street, Covent Garden, to 122-124, Tooley Street, 
London Bridge, S.E. 1, where they will give trade demonstrations 
of the “ Select-o-phone automatic telephone system. Telegrams : 
" Merrigrew, Tooley, London " ; telephone number : " Hop 134." 

Mr, JOHN Russ, of Maiden Lane, W.C. 2, asks that in future all 
communications should be addressed to him at St. Andrew's Works, 
Dunsmure Road, Stoke Newington, N. 16. 


Catalogues and Lists.—Messrs. Hay, MARTON & Co., 
LTD., 14, Bride Lane, Ludgate Circus, E.C., 4.— An extremely well- 
produced catalogue of water-power plant. ‘The list deals com- 
prehensively with all parts of the hydraulic side of hydro- 
electric machinery, and the illustrations of Pelton wheels, turbine 
runners, valves, pipe details, &o., are very good, and the descrip- 
tions full and lucid. 

Economic ELEOr RIC, LTD., 10, Fitzroy Square, W. 1.—" Wireless 
Catalogue" (28 pages). This is a very comprehensive list, giving 
prices and illustrations of all kinds of wireless apparatus— 
tuners, valves, detectors, condensers, resistances, instruments, &o. 


—List EL B 4. 


THE NEWMAN ELECTRICAL Co., 64, Newman Street, W. 1.— 
An illustrated price-sheet of ''" Nuoo" artistic alabaster bowl 
fittings in various finishes; also Schedule "C," giving revised 
prices of electrical accessories, including switches, fuseboards, 
lamp-holders, adaptors, hesting apparatus, &o. 

MR. WALTER BALMFORD, “Electric House," Whittall Street, 
Birmingham.—Two illustrated leaflets descrbing the Soot " lamp- 
holder and shale carrier; also a pamphlet desoribing the British 
R.B. " small lighting set. 

CARRON Co., Carron, Falkirk, N.B.—An illustrated price-list of 
14 “Carron " fires in various siz2s and finishes, : 

SWEDISH GENERAL ELECTRIC, LTD., 5, Chancery Lane, W.O. 2.— 
An illustrated descriptive pamphlet dealing with three-phase 
commutator motors. 

THE GENERAL ELECTRIC Oo. LTD., Magnet House, Kingsway, 
W.C. 2.—Two show-cards dealing with low-wattage gasfilled 
lamps. : 

The compavy has just issued its Bulletin No. 9, “ Rotary 
Converters,” describing in detail the characteristics of the 
machines made in the company's works. The introduction gives 
general information on rotary converters, including such items as 

wer factor correction, commutation, armature heating, &c. 
Beotion II deals with voltage regulation by reactance, and ac. 
booster control. Starting and syn are covered by 
Section III, which includes notes on running the converters in 
parallel. In Section IV the design is described, and full parti- 
culars of the component parte are given. Rotary converter sub- 
atations are dealt with in the last section, and equipment and lay- 
out are illustrated, The illustrations throughout are vary olear, 
and the publication is another example of the excellence of 
modern advertising. 

Mxssks. Lacy-HuLBERT & Co., LTD., 91, Victoria Street, 8.W. 1. 
An illustrated and priced pamphlet describing 
the “ Boreas patent portable electric blower. 

Messrs. THOMAS MEADOW8 & Co, LTD. 10, Errol Street, 
Whitecroes Street, London, E.C. 1.—Circular relating to packing 
cases specially designed to prevent pilferage. 

Messrs. WATSON & Sons (ELECTRO-MEDICAL), LTD., Sunio 
House, Parker Street, Kingsway, W.C.2. Bulletin 36 8, desoribing 
a portable transformer unit for X-ray work; illustrated and 
priced. 


Summer Sports.— The Tennis Section of Tucker's 
Athletic and Recreation Olub (J. H. Tucker & Co., Ltd.) commenord 
the season on Saturday last, in glorious weather. The opening cere- 
mony was performed by Mrs, T. R. Martin, supported by Mr. T. R. 
Martin (joint managing director) Mr. 8. R. Davies (production 
manager), Mr. W. Y. Smith, Mr. H. W. Rodgers, Mr. C. H. Walker, Mr. 
W. A. Wood (hon. seo., Tennis Section), and Mr. H. Pratt (general 
secretary). Apologies for absence were received from Mr. and Mrs- 
J. B. Tucker and Mr. Tranter, who wished the club a successful 
season, and hoped to be present at some future date. The first 
tournament takes place on Saturday next. 

On Saturday last, Pope’s Electric Lamp Co. opened their cricket 
season with a game against Osram Second XI at Wood Lane, and 
won by 51 runs, Pope's scoring 139 aud Osrame’ 85. For Pope's, 
F. Bryant was successful with both bat and ball, scoring 70 and 
taking 3 wickets for 41 runs, while Mr. Kenneth Pope got 28 runs 
and took 3 wickets for 33 runs; Ohelsom took 2 for 15. 


Electricity Supply Rifle League,—The following are 
the results of the April matches :—Brompton 558, Hackney 557 ; 
St. James's 535, Hackney 538 ; Central 559, Hackney 552 ; Hackney 
538, Fulham 521 ; Brompton 530, Fulham 479 ; City Co. 561, Brompton 
513; Brompton 551, County Oo., 530; City Co. 561, County Co. 526; 
City Co. 572, Shoreditch 571. The City Oo. now heads the list with 
10 points, 


Failure of Compulsory Arbitration in Norway.— The 
Norwegian Government has decided not to renew the “ provisional " 
Compuleory Arbitration Act, which has been in force since 1916, 
learns the Daily Intelligence of the International Labour Office. 
It was passed in the autumn of that year largely in order to deal 
with widespread disputes in the engineering, mining, and super- 
phosphate industries, the introduction of sach a measure having 
been the subject of agitation ever since 1909. The Act was renew- 
able annually, and the period expired on April lst. The decision 
to allow it to lapse was largely due to its unsatisfactory wor 
in the conflicts of the past year.— Daily Telegraph. 


The Future of Dutch Industries,—In an interview, Mr. 
Philips, of the Philips Incandescent Lamp Co., at Eindhoven 
(Holland), declares that in the long run Dutch industries will not 
be able to compete with the German producers if the demands of 
the German working men remain at the present low level. It will 
not only become necessary for the manufacturer to reduoe the 
profits, but at the same time the Dutch working people must bring 
their living standard down to a lower level in order to prevent 
greater unemployment.— Times Trade Supplement, 


Copper and Lead Prices.—Messrs. F. Smrru & Co. 
report, May 10th :—“ Copper (electrolytic) bar sheets and rods and 
h.c. wire, no change.” 

Messrs. JAMES & SHAKESPEARE report, May lith : —' Copper 
bars (best selected), sheet and rod, 4114—42 decrease ; English 
pig lead, 225—80s. increase," 
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Book Notices.—' Electric Arc Welding." (26 pp.) 
Special Publication No. 7,783/2 of the Metropolitan - Vickers 
Electrical Co., Ltd., Manchester.—This is an example of modern 
publicity in which advertisement is combined with technical facts. 
The introduction is a comparative survey of the several methods 
of welding in which the utility and efficacy of the electric arc for 
this purpose are emphasised. The many applications of this type of 
welding are then enumerated, showing how it enters into every 
department of engineering. Notes on materials and impurities 
found in them and their effects are next dealt with. Then the 
method of procedure is explained, and particulars of electrodes, 
carrent strengths, speed and power consumption, are given in 
tables. The necessary electrical equipment is described in 
detail, and accessories are also included, The illustrations are par- 
ticularly good, and bring out the points of the text very clearly. 

„Aluminium Bus-bars and Connections (16 pp.). Publication 
No. 171B of the British Aluminium Co., Ltd.—Although a trade 
publication, this pamphlet is an attempt to give &n unooloured 
survey of the advantages obtainable by the use of aluminium in 
power stations. Economy is, of course, the keynote, the other 
points of the superiority of aluminium over copper for bus-bars 
heing given as :—Greater ease in erection ; less temperature rise 
for equal conductance, and & considerable reduction in the weight 
to be supported. The illustrations, with which the publication is 
liberally endowed, depict various large installations of aluminium 
bua-bars, including those installed at Birmingham, which form a 
splendid example of the work. Several tables are embodied in the 
brochure giving particulars of the current-carrying capacity, 
résistance, and other characteristics of various sizes of aluminium 
bars and connections. 

“London Chamber of Commerce Thirty-Ninth Annual Report of 
the Council and Transactions of the Year 1920.” 

* Journal of the Institution of Electrical Engineers." Vol. LIX, 
No. 298. February, 1921. London: E. & F. N. Spon, Ltd. 
Price 10s. 6d. This issue contains the address to the Students’ 
Section by the President. 

Electrical Handling of Materials.” Vol. II. Structural Work. 
By H. H. Broughton. Pp. xiv + 292; 358 fige. London: Benn 
Bros., Ltd. Price 25s. net. 

" Electric Welding.” By E. Viall. Pp. xii + 417; 329 figs. 
London : McGraw-Hill Publishing Co., Ltd. Price 228. net. 

* Heating Systems: Design of Hot-Water and Steam Heating 
Apparatus" By F. W. Raynes. (Second edition. Pp. 324; 
158 figs. London: Longmans, Green & Co. Price 218. net. 

We have received from Mesers. Henry Frowde & Hodder and 
Stoughton, 17, Warwick Square, Newgate Street, E.C. 4, a list of 
technical and scientific books published during the present year as 
well as several in preparation. Prices and particulars are given. 

" High-Tension Switchboards." By Henry E. Poole, B.Sc.(Hons.), 
&c. Pp. 114; 22 figs. Also "Electricity in Steel Works.” By 
Wm. MoFarlane, BSc. Pp. 109; 21 figs. London: Sir Isaac 
Pitman & Sons, Ltd. Price 2s. 6d. ‘net each. (Pitman’s Technical 
Primer Series.) 

Technologic Paper No. 170 of the U.S. Bureau of Standards, 
"Pyrometrio Practice.” Pp. 326; 185 figs. Washington: 
Government Printing Office. Price 60 oents.— In this publication 
a complete treatise on the practical phases and applications of 
pyrometry is presented. All general methods of measurement, 
instruments and use aud standardisation of apparatus are discussed. 
The paper is illustrated with photographa of modern American 
instruments, Many tables are included, and the treatise contains 
an index for ready referenoe. 


Westinghouse Co. In Argentina.—A Government Decree 
authorises the Sociedad Anonima Compania Westinghouse Electric 
Internacional, constituted in Wilmington, U.S.A, on May 21st, 
1920, to establish a branch or sgency in Argentina.— Review of the 
River Plate. 


Zinc.—Mr. Hoover has announced that the Department of 
Commerce will undertake surveys of conditions in the zinc markets 
of the world. He added that he did not know what could be dore 
to help the present unfavourable situation in the United States, but 
it was hoped that the surveys would disclose where American zinc 
could be most profitably exported.—Heuter's Trade Service 
(Washington). 


` 

Internationa! Rubber Exhibition.—The fifth Inter- 
national Erhibition of Rubber, Other Tropical Products and Allied 
Industries, will be held at the Royal Agricultural Hall from June 
3rd to June 17th. Sir Owen Philippe, M.P., is the hon. president, 
and Mr. H. Greville Montgomery is organising manager. Already 
40 British and foreign countries, and over 50 associations and firms 
have secured space. The exhibits include rubber manufactured 
atticles, reclaimed rubber, compounding ingredients, machinery, 
and applisnces, &. International congresses will be held dealing 
chiefly with the rubber industry. 


Iron Castings.— THE BrigRTLEY IRON Co., of Birtley, 
announce that special arrangements have been made to keep their 
foundries at work during any prulongation of the coal strike, 
supplies of pig iron and coke being assured. They are making 
turbine, colliery, and other castings up to 30 tons weight. 


Australia and Trade with Germany.—7/e Tines 
Melbourne correspondent reported on May 6th that it was stated in 
the House of Representatives that all restrictions on exports, 
including exporte to Germany and Russia, had been removed. 
Imports from Germany are limited to articles such as perta of 
machinery which are unobtainable elsewhere, 


The Coal Dlspute.— Upon the whole the electrical 
industry seems to be carrying on remarkably well in this, the 
sixth, week of the dispute. Supply undertakings generally 
are still able to give a restricted output and limited tramway 
services are still available. 

It has been reported in the Press during the current week 
that a number of well-known electrical and cable manufac- 
turing companies have been discharging thousands of em- 
ployes owing to the coal situation. 

Among the less fortunately placed concerns is the Staly- 
bridge, &c., Joint Tramways and Electricity Board, which 
has had to suspend the whole of its tramway services, and 
which, it js reported, is in a precarious position as rega ards 
electricity supply. The completion of an oil fuel installation 
at the Crown Point station of the Leeds Corporation enabled 
a greatly improved tramway service to be operated. At 
Nelson the tramways have been shut down, and in Bury a 
50 per cent. reduction has been made. 

The Birmingham Electricity Supply Department, which, 
until quite recently, did not consider it necessary to impose 
any official restrictions, has had to review its position, and 
restrictions are being made with a view to causing as little 
dislocation as possible. The tramway services have been 
reduced by 35 per cent. 

On May 4th the Birkenhead authorities were temporarily 
unable to obtain coal in sufficient quantity to maintain the 
necessary head of steam for their generating plant. As a 
result the tramways were suspended for a period of two hours. 

At Bradford a deputation representing the tramway em- 
ployés interviewed the manager with regard to the curtail- 
ment of services which had been put into effect. The manager 
informed them that he was acting upon Government instruc- 
tions, Whereupon the deputation pointed out that the position 
of Bradford with regard tg fuel did not justify such a drastic 
cut.“ The town clerk stated that the Mines Department 
had powers to take action against the Corporation for any 
breach of the order. It has been arranged for a large number 
of the men to take their holidays now in order to aver 
" standing them ofi.” 

In Sheffield the tramway employés have been put on to a 
day-by-day agreement. Thus, if circumstances necessitate 
it they may be temporarily suspended. Eight thousand were 
added to the unemployed list during last week. 

On May 3rd the Doncaster Electricity Committee announced 
that it had secured sufficient coal to run the electricity works 
for another fortnight. 

The L.C.C. tramway services have been cut down a great 
deal, especially in the outer suburbs. On the Underground 
railways, economy is being effected chiefly by severe cuts 
in the Sunday train services, although the week-day services 
have also been curtailed. The general arrangement is for a 
later commencement, and an earlier cessation of services. 

In addition to a great reduction in tbe Halifax tramway 
services, the electricity supply is being withheld between the 
hours of 11 pan. and 6 a.m. The town clerk has been in- 
structed to prosecute firms not complying with the 50 per 
cent. power reduction order. 

The Yorkshire (Woollen District) Electric Tramways Co., 
Ltd., has adopted the policy of not running any cars before 
12.45 p.m., and services are discontinued at 8.30 p.m., with 
an hour's extension on Saturdays. 

The number of unemployed has reached appalling propor- 
tions, and it was stated at the beginning of the week that 
2,000,000 workers had been directly affected by the stoppage, 
and that 2,000,000 of these were receiving full unemployment 
allowances. In London itself the number of people thrown 
out of work was reported to be upwards of 200, 000. 

The restricted supplies now being given. have necessarily 
affected industrial concerns severely. All but three depart- 
ments of the Helsby cable works have been closed. A quantity 
of coal from the works is being supplied to necessitous people 
in the district. 

Further steps have been taken by the Government to con- 
serve coal. On May 4th the Secretary of Mines issued an 
order for public lighting to be reduced to 25 per cent. of that 
employed on the same date last vear, in the case of towns 
with a population of 5.000 or over; smaller towns were 
ordered to suspend publie lighting altogether. Power for 
tramways and light railways is restricted by the order to 75 
per cent. of the normal. 

The renewed Order in Council extending for another month 
the conditions necessitated by the declaration of a state of 
emergency," permitted the Secretary of State to institute a 
further extension of one hour of summer time.” It was 
decided later, however, that the small amount of fuel which 
would be conserved in this way did not justify any action in 
the matter. 

A Times message dated Mav 10th said that a detachment 
of naval electricians and stokers had left Portsmouth that 
day for London. It was understood that they were detailed 
for duty at power stations if required. 

Members of the E.T.U. at Greenwich refused to handle 
imported coal and were, therefore, dismissed. The secretary 
of the union stated that unless the men were reinstated the 
he of the electrical services of London might be closed 

own 

The Glasgow Corporation has ordered large quantities of coal 
from Canada at the price of £2 18s. 6d. per ton (conditions 
not stated). 
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The E.T.U. and Non-Union Installations.— At last 
week's meeting of the Swansea Corporation Electricity Com- 
mittee, Ald. Alex. Sinclair (chairman) presiding, further cor- 
respondence was read with reference to the intention of the 
Electrical Trades Union (Swansea Branch) to put in force a 
list of bona fide contractors for wiring purposes. The chairman 
explained that the law on the matter was distinct that if the 
wiring was approved by the local authority they were bound 
to carry out the connection, but the men now came in and 
said that if the wiring was not done in accordance with the 
union's regulations then they would not connect up. The 
Hackney Borough Council had had damages awarded against 
them by the magistrates before whom it was pleaded on 
behalf of the local authority that the reason for the default 
in not connecting up was force majeure—an act over which 
they had no control. The Hackney authority, however, were 
appealing against the decision. 

Ald. Colwill (vice-chairman) pointed out that the Committee 
conformed to the trade union conditions in every respect, and 
that was all that could be reasonably expected of it. To 
expect the committee to watch all the outside contractors 
would need a little army of inspectors. 

The Chairman: It would simply amount to this, that if Mr. 
Burr. the electrical engineer, not being on the union list of 
contractors, wired his own house, the union would instruct 
their members not to connect it up. 

It was decided again to reply to the E.T.U. that the Cor- 
poration could not be expected to do more than conform to 
the trade union conditions as at present. 


Lebour and Preduction.— Sir Robert Hadfield, Bt., 
presided on May 4th at a dinner at the Grand Hotel given 
bv the Council of the Iron and Steel Institute to the president, 
Dr. J. E. Stead. In the course of his speech, Sir Robert 
referred to the immense services rendered by Dr. Stead to the 
science of metallurgy, in which his name is and always will be 
a household word. They had with them. too. that evening 
the distinguished American metallurgist, Mr. J. A. Panton, 
whose labours on behalf of the science had been of the highest 
importance. Proceeding to allude to the present industrial 
troubles of this country, Sir Robert remarked that Judge 
Gary, the head of that wonderful organisation known as the 
United States Steel Corporation, recently stated that there 
must be reductions in wages on that side of the water. In 
this respect no one wished to see reductions in the income 
of our wage-earners less than did he (Sir Robert). but the 
present fictitious state of affairs, financially and industrially, 
made it impossible to get on a sound footing until some read- 
justment first took place. Mr. Panton had pointed out to 
him—and he wished the Labour leaders would remember this 
—that on, say, an 80 per cent. or 90 per cent. productive basis, 
that is in a steel works, for example, it might be possible to 
earn reasonable profits and pav reasonable dividends, sav. a 
few ner cent. The Labour leaders, however, little realised 
that if this production were dronned, even on a comparatively 
small scale. overhead charges, which were wages more or less, 
rearel their heads, and what would have heen reasonable 
profit became a serious loss.—Daily Telegraph. 


The Safeguarding of Iadustrles Bill, —In the Honse 
of Commons sitting in Committee on Monday, Mr. Stanley 
Baldwin, President of the Board of Trade, moved the resolu- 
tions for the safeguarding of British industries for a period of 
five vears, which were published in the ELECTRICAL, Review 
for April 8th, p. 461. Mr. Baldwin, in the course of his 
speech, referred to the prevailing unprecedented trade con- 
ditions throughout the world, and said that they must watch 
the exchanges righting themselves by the natural and probably 
slow process of evolution, hut they had to remember that 
this country would starve if it were not for its industries. 
The Government did not pronose to leave things alone. There 
was the great danger that if nothing was done there would 
inevitably come into this country unchecked a flood of foreign 
goods at prices with which. for the time being. it would be 
impossible to compete. This would cause a storm of protest 
from the manufacturing centres which no Government would 
be able to resist. and the result would be the worst thing 
in the world—legislation of a panic nature. The sneaker 
went on to refer to the most snecific pledges that had been 
given with regard to something being done for kev industries. 
The list of scheduled industries had been cut down to the 
narrowest limits. and he believed that every man with a 
knowledge of British industry to-dav would cee that they bad 
in the articles scheduled the main things which went to make 
the scientific fonndation of British industry. The prospects 
of the chemical industry were illimitable. and its development 
wos absolutelv necessary in snch a country as ours. In that 
industry. as developed in Germany, and as it was hoped to 
develop it in this country, there was unlimited scope fer 
brains. In this eountrv our brains were as good as those 
of any neonle in the world, end we wanted to lose no oppor- 
tunity of affording seana fer thom and making fields in which 
they could be exerciced. Tn the Bill the support that the 
Government advocated was limited to five vears. becanse thev 
believed that at the end of that time the Government would 


e 


be jn a position to see whether these industries had proved 


themselves worthy of the support. A committee would be 
set up, including members of the fighting services, in order 
to keep in touch with the work of all these key industries 
and to make an annual report to Parliament. Passing to 
dumping, he reminded the committee that the committee 
which sat under the chairmanship of Sir Henry Birchenough 
advised that a special import duty should be levied whenever 
it was established that dumping was gcing on on a substantial 
scale. It was on these lines that the Bill proposed to deal 
with dumping. Dumping would only be dealt with when the 
committee was satisfied that by dumping employment in 
any industry in the United Kingdom was being, or was likely 
to be, seriously affected. But even then the duty would be 
imposed only for three years or less. Food and drink were 
specifically excluded, and it was not intended to schedule 
raw materials, which were very difficult things to define. 

Many members took part in the discussion. Ultimately Mr. 
Chamberlain said that it was hoped that the first resolution 
would pass on Tuesday and the second on Wednesday. 

At the end of Tuesday's debate an arnendment limiting the 
operation of the proposed Bill to one year was defeated by 
289 votes to 79. 

The Manchester Guardian publishes the following :— 

The Lamp Importers’ Committee are making a strong pro- 
test against the attempt of the lamp ring to get electric 
lamps included in the Key Industries Bill. They regard the 
attempt as one of the insidious operations of the lamp ring 
in this country which was definitely stated to exist by the 
sub-committee appointed by the Standing Committee on 
Trusts,“ and an attempt to crush out the independent traders 
and electrical engineers.“ 

The statement continues: ''The high prices charged by 
the lamp ‘ring’ for home trade are denounced by the sub- 
committee already referred to. These high prices make the 
maintenance of electric light a heavy item and tend to prevent 
more rapid development of the use of electricity, thus denying 
its convenience and hygienic value to the poorer sections of 
the public. This retarding of development naturally restricts 
the manufacturers of electrical machinery, heating, and cook- 
ing, and domestic labour-saving appliances. This, we assert. 
is of greater importance to the community, in view of the 
expansion of new manufactures and exports and the openings 
for trade thus offered, than a trifling increase of the ring 
manufacturers’ operatives, against which must also be set 
the loss of employment to ourselves, office and warehouse 
staffs, and travellers, which would be the result of the passing 
of these restrictions.“ 

In a memorandum drawn up by the British Empire Pro- 
ducers’ Organisation and sent to the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer the following reference is made to the electrical in- 
dustry :— 

Electricity as power is one of the most essential raw 
materials and so wants special consideration. Back wardness 
before the war was due to two causes: (1) Free imports. (2) 
municipal trading. No firm could extend works according to 
the possible demand of the Empire as the effect of free 1m- 
portations in this country created a demand for every system, 
whilst in America and Germany there was standardisation. 
The result was that the output of our biggest firms was only 
10 or 15 per cent. of the output of the German A.E.G. or 
American General Electric.” 


New French Companies.—There has becn formed at 
Lille (79, Rue Gantois) the Société des Accumulateurs du Nord 
for the manufacture and sale of accumulators and electric 
mining lamps. The company has taken over works and assets 
of the Société anonyme électrique de Thumesnil, in liquidation, 
and its capital is 1,600,000 fr. in 6,400 shares of 250 fr. each. 
of which 4,520 are allotted to the several contributories. 

The Société industrielle des Machines et Outillage has been 
constituted at Paris (65, Avenue Victor-Einmanuel III) with a 
capital of 600,000 fr. in 250 fr. shares, of which 1.900 are 
allotted to M. Perree Martin as consideration for assets. 

The Société hydroélectrique de la Rance et de l'Arguenon 
has been established to work a hydro-electric station on the 
upper Rance. and another at Gueldo on the Arguenon, the 
latter using the hydraulic power of the tides. The original 
capital of 3,000,000 fr. will be raised to 14,000,000 by successive 
issues. of which 8,000,000 fr. may be in bonds; 2,000 500-fr. 
shares of the original issue are offered to the dwellers in the 
district, so that they may participate in an undertaking which 
closely concerns their interests. 

With a capital of 200,000 fr. the Soci?té de Production et 
d'Exportation Sidérurgiques has been formed at Paris (94. 
Rue de la Victore) for trade in all branches of mechanical and 
electromechanical production. 


Canad'an Eectrical Manufacturing Industry. — The 


Dominion Bureau of Statistics has issued a preliminary report 
covering the year 1919 on the electrical apparatus manufac- 
turing industry in Canada. Ninety-five plants are specified. 
of which 64 are in Ontario, 16 in Quebec, and the remainder 
scattered throughout the other provinces. The investment 
in the Province of Ontario is $25,500,000 and in the Province 
of Quebec $20,000,000. The total Canadian investment 18 
$45,956,399. The value of goods turned out by the 95 fac- 


- 


tories in question was slightly less than $35,000,000.— Electrical. 
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Foreign Trade.—APniL Ficures.—The following are 
the values of imports and exports of electrical goods and 
machinery in April :— 


April, 4 months, 1921. 
1921. Inc. or dec. Inc. or dec. 
IMPORTS. £ 2 R 
Electrical goods, &o. 211,013 + 107,727 + 637,611 
ner „% 1,028,778 — 864,384 — 838,902 
Electrical machin 52,157 — 34,164 — 43,051 
EXPORTS. 
Electrical goods, &c. 1,436,109 + 679,580 + 1,981,966 
Machinery ... ... 7, 784,302 + 3,732,639 + 15,596,736 
Electrical machinery 422,757 + 239272 + 1,037,040 
RE-EXPORTS. 
Electrical goods, &c. 25,180 + 11,658 + 76,776 
Machinery ... — 94,805 — 28,218 — 898,101 
Electrical machinery 3,696 + 1,724 + 7,967 


Jsint Industrial Councils.—We have received from Mr. 
W. Arihur Jones, general secretary of the Electrical Power Engi- 
neers’ Association, a copy of a letter addressed on beha'f of his 
Executive Council to the Town Clerk of Hammer.mith with regard 
to the recent resolution of that Borough Council to discontinue its 
association with the Joint Iadustrial Councils concerned with con- 
ditions of employment and rates of remuneration for the several 
sections of the Counoil's staff and employés, &o. Apparently the 
objection of the Council to taking part in the future work of su»h 
bodies is based on the fact that its connection with the various 
Whitley Councils places it under an obligation to apply the awards 
which are formulated. Mr. Jones points out, however, that “only 
in so far as azreements arrive at by the regularly constituted 
machinery in the industry are honoured, can there be any reason- 
able possibility of industrial peace being maintained. Itis because 
both the Government and the publio at large have recognised the 
neceasity for industrial peace, and the importance of preventing 
possible disputes orystallising into antagonism and culminating in 
strikes, that they have consistently advocated tha? the old bad 
meth ods of individual barga‘ning should be replaced by machinery 
whereby all questions aff:cting the employés can be amicably 
settled around a table in a spirit of mutual trust and confidence. 

“ Your Council cannot but be aware that the effect of Whitley 
Councils in the electricity supply industry has undoubtedly been to 
effect a diminution in the number of disputes, and as more experi- 
ence is acquired, these good resu_ts will bəcome more apparent. 

** The inevitable outcome of a secession such as your Council con- 
templates will lead to the moral damaging of the whole scheme, 
and will tend to bring about the return of the chaotic conditions 
whi-h prevaile3 before the war. 

" It may be that your Council has been obsessed with the fact that 
up to the present Whitley Couacile have been concerned with the 
question of wages Perhaps, under the circumstances, this has 
b en inevitable. It is, however, the desire and intention of this 
Assosiation that Whitley Councils in the electricity supply industry 
&hou!d devote thair attention to the larger questions, such as the 
effi siency of the industry as a whole, and that they should be made 
a means whereby those who are engaged in the industry should 
make their definite contribution to its more efficient administration. 
The breaking up of the Councils by such action as your Council 
proposes to take will effectively prevent this, to the grave detriment 
of the industry. 

Catalogues, &c., for Chile, —In a recent dispatch to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, the Commercial Secretary to 
H.M. Legation at Santiago makes the following conunents in 
connection with the translation. into Spanish of catalogues, 
pamphlets, leaflets and other printed matter sent by United 
Kingdom manufacturers and exporters to firms in Chile:— 

The title or most conspicuous word should be in Spanish 
and not in English. Unless this is so, even when the subse- 
quent material is in Spanish, very little gets read. As every 
firm of any standing in the country receives a mail bag full 
of advertising matter by each mail, it is obvious that with 
such a collection to choose from it is only the Spanish reading 
matter that will receive any attention. It is most important, 
therefore, that upon taking off the postal cover the most strik- 
ing wording which reaches the eye shall be in Spanish. 
This at once places it amongst the few to be read instead of 
1 which are consigned to the nearest wastepaper- 

asket.”’ 


The Erection of Meter Boards: Trade Union Dispute.— 
It was recently reported that the joiners employed by the 
Swansea Electricity Department had, on the instructions of 
their society, ceased to erect meter boards, on the assumption 
that they were not being made under trade union conditions. 
Correspondence was read from the society admitting that the 
real facts were not clearly known, and from the firm at 
Treorchy supplying the boards to the effect that the trade 
union rates and conditions were being strictly observed. Mr. 
Bevan umet complained that the society had not first 
obtained the information before stopping the men. That was 
the sort of thing that brought trade unionism into disrepute. 
Mr. Clarry considered it a very high-handed action, and 
thought the society should be asked to apologise. Mr. Miller 
(joiners) said the society placed the onus upon the manufac- 
turer to prove that the work was done under trade union 
conditions. It was explained that the men had not actually 
ceased work, as they were putting up meter boards that were 
made in the workshop. Incidentally, it was stated that the 


cost of making them had been 19s., and the price to buy them. 


9s. 6d. It was resolved to instruct the men to put up the 
meter boards in question. 


. 


LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Aberdeen.— ELECTRICITY SUPPLY.—At a meeting of the 
Electricity Committee, a letter from the Banff and Macduff Town 
Councils was read, asking that the city electrical engineer might 
be allowed to advise them upon the question of an electricity supply 
for the two towns. The Committee recommended that the Council 
should express its agreement, 


Argentina, — ADDITIONS TO Larce STATION. — The 
Compania Hispano-Americana de Electricidad, which owns two 
electricity generating stations in Buenos Aires with a total capacity 
of 110,000 kW, is putting down two more 25,000-kW turbo-. 
generators in order to meet the increasing demand for power. 


Barrow.— Direct LaABoUR.—In connection with recent 
complaints received from the Secretary of the loca! branch of the 
Eleotrical Trades Union, with regard to wiring work which was 
being carried out in the borough by members of the Union and 
others who were normally employed st the shipyard, during 
their spare time, or when they were unemployed, it was decided 
by the Electricity Committee that Corporation wiring work 
should be done by direct labour. : 


Blackburn.— APPLICATIONS FOR POWER REFUSED.— 
The Electricity Committee has decided not to grant the applica- 
tions from Billington Parish Council and Oawaldtwistle U.iban 
District Council for the supply of power from the new station. 
A Committee was appointelto deal with the application of Black- 
burn Rural District Council. 

Cost or New STATION.—At a meeting of the Town Council on 
May 5th, Mr. L. Bates asked the original esti nate for the new elec- 
tricity generating station. He was under the impression it 
amounted to £250,900, and hs believed the c st now would be 
nearer £800,0)0. The town clerk replied that the original esti- 
mates were for a much smaller station. 


Bolton.— DELAYED ExTENs:ONS.—Àt a meeting of the 
Town Council, reference was made to the decision of the Elec- 
tricity Committee to delay extenaions at the Back-o'-th'-Bank Works 
in order to curtail expenditure. In view of the statement a year 
ago as to the urgency of these extensions, it was thought the 
public ought to be given a reason for ho'ding them up. Councillor 
Roberts said the extensions were in two sections, It was only the 
second section which was being held up. The first would see them 
through the winter and well into next year. Last year the Com- 
mittee sold over 30,000,000 unite, but unless there was an early . 
resnmption of trade they wou'd have to face & reduction of output 
of from 5 to 10 per cent. 


Boston.— PROVISIONAL ORDER.—The Town Council bas 
received a letter from the National Electric Construction Co., 
which holds the Boston Electrio Lighting Order, 1915, stating 
that there is no prospect of proceeding with the work a‘ the 
pre:ent time. 


Burnley. — Mains Extensions. — Burnley Electricity 
Committee has authorised several extensions of electricity mains, 
the c:st to be defrayed out of a loan of 4 20, 000 sanctioned by the 
Commissioners. 

The electrical engineer has reported the receipt of complainta 
from Reedley Hallows Council regarding the unsatiafactory elec- 
tricity supply. He stated that to improve the supply it would be 
necessary to lay an additional feeder cable a distance of 1,200 yards, 
at a cost of £1,800. Consideration of the question was deferred 
for the present. 


Canada.— Prince Epwarp IsrnaND.—The Electrical 
‘ews states that the Prince Edward Island Light, Heat, and Power 
Co. has asked for incorporation by the local legislature, which is 
meeting at present in Charlottetown. The capital stock is 
$2,000,000, avd it is planned to supply light, heat, and power to all 
parte of the island from one big central power house, using coal to 
generate electricity. The inoorporators include Mr. H. A. Sanders, 
of London. 


Carlisle — EXPERT ADvicE.—The Electricity Committee 
has passed a resolution to retain the services of a consulting 
engineer, to be nominated by the President of the Institution 
of Electrical Engineers, to advise upon the present position of 
the electr:city undertaking and make recommenda'iors for meeting 
future demands upon the works. 


Consett (Co. Durham).—F&kE Licutinc.—It was 
reported at a me.ting of the Urban District Council that for a 
period of 21 years from 1911 the Cleveland and Durham County 
Electric Power Co. was under agreement to supply free electricity 
for lighting the town up to 1,098,000 units; 916,499 uni 8 were 
atill available, aud on last year's basis of consumption this would 
be sufficient to light the district for arother 21 years. 


Continental.— FRANOER.— In order to meet the increasing 
demand for electricity for lighting and power purposes, the Com- 
pognie Centrale d'Energie Elcctrique is increasing the capacity of 
its generating station at Rouen by the addi. ion of two new 
10,000-kW steam turbo-alterna'o.s. The output of the plant last 
year reached a total of 46.057,950 k W- hours. 

TURKEY.—La Société Ottomane d'Electricité is increasing the 
capacity of the generating station in Constantinople by the 
addition of a new 10,00C-xW steam turbine and alternator. The 
number of clients supplied increased during last year from 12,894, 
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representing 15,594 kW to 17,207 (18,657 kW), the output of the 
station during the 12 months amounting to 29,588,900 kW-hours, 
an increase of nearly 4,000,000 kW-hours over 1919. 
FINLAND.—The Government is at present investigating the 
possibilities of generating power from the Imatra Falls on the 
Vuokeen River in East Finland. The idea is to connect several 
amaller falls above Imatra, build an embankment, and thus obtain 
a head of about 24 metres. The power station, with eight hori- 
zontal turbines, is to develop 150,000 h.p. The carrying out of 
this project will entail large excavations and blasting operations, 
especially as regards the construction of the canal—l km. in 
length—which is to oonvey the vast volume of water from the 
granite-built embankment to the power station, and, according to 
the estimates made, about 700,000 cb. metres of earth and rock will 
have to be removed. It is estimated that allthis will oost about 
267,000,000 Finnish marks. At present the work is only being 
planned, but there is no doubt that sooner or later it will be carried 
out. There is already a railway to the falle, which are situated in 
& well-populated district, whilst the nearest port, Wiborg, is not 
more than 50 km. distant. The power generated will most 
probably be used on the railways.—TZimes Trade Supplement. 


Dartford. — Loan SasNcrIONED. — The Urban District 
Oouncil has received sanction to a loan of £12,106 for additions to 
the electric plant and mains extensions, and an additional loan 
of £4,562 has been applied for owing to increased costa. 


Dublin.—PusLic Lightina SusPENDED.—The Lighting 
Committee has decided to suspend from May 9th to September 30th 
the whole of the city public lighting, arranging, however, that the 
order may be modifled to suit, in the event of the curfew regula- 
tion under martial law (from 10 p.m. to 5 a.m.) being altered. The 
coal situation was the chief factor determining the action. 
Electric lighting in the Rathmines (Co. Dublin) district was 
suspended last week-end, owing toa strike of municipal workers 
upon a question of hours. 


Egham and Staines.— PRICE Repuction.—The Evening 
News announces that the cost of electricity is to be reduced by 
10 per cent, 


Electricity District.—NORTH LANCASHIRE AND SOUTH 
CUMBERLAND.—The Electricity Commissioners give notice that the 
time within which objections or representations may be made or 
schemes submitted in connection with the above-named district has 
been extended from the last day in April to July 30th, 1921. 


Fermoy. — Evectricrry Canvass. — The local Co- 
operative Society recently notified inhabitants that it had decided 
to install a generating plant at its mill premises, and wished to 
know how many people would take electricity. It is reported that 
the canvass has been successful, and the scheme is to be proceeded 
with. 

Gosport.—CompPany’s INABILITY TO SuPPLY.—Many 
complaints have been made by would-be electricity consumers who 
have had their premises wired only to be informed that the Tram- 
way and Lighting Co. was unable to give them & supply, says the 
Hampshire Telegraph. The Act under which the company works, 
imposes & penalty of 40s. for each day of default. The manager 
of the company has explained, however, that the trouble is due to 
the non-celivery of new plant, owing to war conditions and labour 
disputes, and that when it is installed it will enable the company 
to supply three times as much power as it has to provide at 
present. For the last 18 months the plant has been running with 
an 80 per cent. overload. 


Horbury.—ELECTRICITY SuPPLY.— The Urban District 
Council has passed a resolution approving of the granting of an 
order by the Electricity Commissioners authorising the Electrical 
Distribution of Yorkshire, Ltd., to supply electricity for all public 
and private purposes within the urban district of Horbury. 


Hull.— Seep as FuEL.—]t was reported in the 
National News that a local oil manufacturing firm had offered the 
Hull Coal Controller 400 tons of damaged cotton-seed, suitable for 
fuel, and that the offer had been passed on to the city electrical 
engineer, 

OIL FUEL.—At a meeting of the Hull Coal Emergency Com- 
mittee, the electrical engineer (Major H. Bell) said that oil fuel 
was being utilised up to 50 per cent. of the power station's 
requirements, but it was two or three times as costly as coal. - 


Lamberhurst (Kent).—SMALL WATER-POWER PLANT.— 
The town millis being converted into & generating station, with 
motive power obtained from the river Teise, by Colonel F. G. 
Delamain. Electricity will be supplied to consumers in the village 
at 1s. per unit. 


Lincoln, — Loan WITHDRAWAL. — The Manchester 
Guardian statea that the Linooln Corporation is withdrawing 
its application for sanction to borrow £67,000 for further 
contracts in connection with the extension of the electricity 
undertaking. 


Liverpool.— ExTENs10ons.—The City Council has approved 
of building operations being continued at the Lister Drive No. 1 
Power Station, subject to specified conditions. 

INSTALLATIONS DELAYED.—There is a delay with regard to the 
installation of electricity in new houses which are being built by 
the Corporation, owing to the Ministry of Health declining to bear 
the cost. Negotiations are atill proceeding on the subject. 


London.—BEkrHNAL GREEN.—The Borough Council has 
received sanction to borrow £54,143 for extensions. 

HACKNREY.—The Electricity Committee has drawn up a revised 
scale of charges which the Council is asked to approve. Included 
in this scale is au increased minimum charge of 13s. 4d., instead of 
10s. Lighting is to be charged for at the rate of ls. per unit for 
any quantity not exceeding 91 units per kW demanded and 2d. per 
unit thereafter. The alternative charges for power are as follows :— 
£2 per quarter per kW demanded, and 1 jd. per unit, or a flat rate of 
34d. per unit; 24d. per unit is recommended for heating, cooking 
and other domestic purposes. 


Manchester,— CHEAPER ELECTRICITY FORESHADOWED.— 
At a recent meeting of the Electricity Committee it was announced 
that a surplus was expected to be made during the current 
financial year, and, as soon as working costs fell sufficiently, 
charges to consumers would be revised and lowered. 


Newport.—Issuz or Srock.— The Town Council has 
resolved to raise £600,000 in 6 per cent. redeemable stock, the 
bulk of which is to be spent in new public works, including 
£121,982 on account of electricity supply extensions, £48,628 on 
account of tramways, and other sums for bridge work, &c. 

INQUIBRY.—A local inquiry is to be held into the application of 
the Corporation for permission to extend its electricity scheme to 
the parishes of Bedwas, Malpas, and Duffryn. At present the 
Corporation is entitled to charge 9d. as a maximum, but it is 
negotiating for powers to charge 10d. if the necessity arises, 


South África.—GovERNMENT CONTROL OF ELECTRIC:TY 
SuPPLY.—The British and South African Export Gazette says that 
although only very meagre particulars are available regarding the 
Bill which is shortly to be presented to the Union Legislature to 
deal with matters concerning the supply of electric light and 
power, it is already evident that the measure will not have an 
altogether smooth passage. Some considerable degree of Govern- 
ment control of electricity undertakings is proposed, and, as a 
natural corollary, legislation will have to be eaforced to provide for 
the bringing of existing schemes up to one standard of efficiency. 
This must necessarily involve heavy expenditure on alterations and 
improvements, and it seems to be on these grounds that the 
opposition is chiefly based; the view expressed by General Smuts 
in a pre-election speech is that such unification is in the best 
interests of power development in South Africa. Though it will 
doubtless cause a fluttering in municipal doveootes, it will at the 
same time stimulate the use of electric light and power among 
consumers who in the past have often been not a little critical of 
the treatment meted out to them by virtual monopolista, and 
consequently should materially increase the demand for plant and 
accessories, from generating machinery to domestic fittings. 

BURGHERSDORP.—The Municipal Council proposes to borrow 
£12,500 for the provision of an eleotricity supply scheme for 
public and private lighting purposes. 


Stretford. EXTENSIONS APPROVED.—At a meeting of 
the Urban District Council receipt was reported of the consent of the 
Electricity Commissioners to the extension of the Trafford Park 
station by the installation of one 5,000-kW set and accessory plant, 
and by the necessary building extensions. Preliminary sanction 
has also been given to a loan in respect of the foregoing extension, 
as follows :—Plant, £70,000 ; mains and services, £30,000. 


Torquay. — CONSULTANT CanLED IN.— Mr. E. T. 
Ruthven-Murray is to be asked to advise the Council as to the 
possibility of installing steam-raising plant on the present site. 
In the meantime, the electrical engineer has been authorised to 
repair an economiser at an approximate oost of £1,250. This 
renewal is necessary, in the opinion of the engineer, to carry the 
station through until another supply becomes available. 


Walsall.—LoAN SaNcTIONED.—The Electricity Com- 
missioners have sanctioned the borrowing of £107,600 by the 
Town Council, in respect of the completion of the electricity 
works at Birchills. 


Walton-on-the-Naze.—PROPOSED PURCHASE OF UNDER- 
TAKING.—The Electricity Committee reported at a recent Council 
meeting that negotiations were still proceeding for the purchase of 
the local undertaking owned by the Coast Development Co. The 
clerk hed interviewed the Electricity Commissioners, and hoped to 
be able to submit a draft contract very shortly. The liquidators 
had asked if the Council could provide financial assistance to enable 
the undertaking to be carried on, but it was decided not to take any 
action in this matter. 


Weybridge.—PROPOSED PRICE INCREABE.— On May 3rd, 
Colonel T. C. Ekin, of the Ministry of Transport, conducted a public 
inquiry into the application of the Urban Electric Supply Co. to 
increase the price of electricity at Weybridge and Walton from 10d. 


‘to 18. per unit. There was opposition on the part of the Weybridge 


and Walton Urban District Councils. 


Whitby.—Loax.—The Urban District Council has 
applied for sanction to a loan of £2,300, for meters and a spare 
feeder. 


Worcester. — ELECTRICITY FOR Houses.—After a great 
deal of discussion, the City Council decided, on May 2nd, not to 
supply electricity as well as gas to the houses on the Bromyard 
Road site. 

Councillor Mrs. Edwards, a Labour representative, advocated 
electricity in view of the lowness of the ceilings in the houses 
under consideration. 
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Worksop.—ExTENSIONs.—The Council is contemplating 
the expenditure of about £24,000 on extending the electricity 
supply of the town. Among the works to be carried out is the 
provision of the necessary plant and mains to deal with & bulk 
supply from the Manton Colliery, which is to be taken as an alter- 
native to extending the municipal undertaking. 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Argentina, — Rarway  CoMMENCED..— His Majesty's 
Consul at Antofagasta (Mr. H. W. W. Bird) ha4 informed the 
Department of Overseas Trade that according to the local press a 
start has been made by the Argentine Government at Salta on the 
preliminary work in connection with the railway projected to run 
via Huaitiquina on the frontier to Antofagasta. The plans of a 
French company which made the surveys some years back have 
been acquired. 

As regards the Ohilean section, which is roughly a half of the 
projected railway, nothing has been decided, 


Belfast.—Nxw PLant.—Owing to the increased services 
upon the Antrim Road route to Bellevue Gardens, it has become 
necessary to install additional plant at the Salisbury Avenue 
station, and the Tramways Committee recommends application for 
sanction to borrow £14,000 for this purpose. 


Bradford.— Breakpown.—On May 4th the tramway 
services, already cut down by the fuel shortage, were dislocated on 
the Southfield Lane, Banktop, Queensbury, Wibsey, Bankfoot, and 


Wakefield Road routes, owing to failure of power in the two trunk 


cables at 9.15 a. m., just when cars were returning to the depot for 
the suspension of the service until noon. Several cars could not 
be moved from the city termini, and the defects were not entirely 
rectified during the remainder of the day, though some of the 
cars were removed by an emergency electricity supply from the 


Burnley.— Grant ReruseD.—The Unemployment Grants 
Committee has refused to make a grant to the Tramway Depart- 
ment for the relaying of the tramway track. 


Bury.— YeaR’s WoRxiNG.—For the year ended March 
31gt last there was a loss on the tramway undertaking of £10,872 
on the Bury section, and of £1,948 and £650 on the Radcliffe 


Continental, —SPAIN.—La Société des Tramways et Elec- 


tricitó de Bilbao has contracted with the Sociedad Hidro- 
Electrica Iberica for the supply of all the power necessary for the 
electric tramways in Bilbao. It has also sold to the Iberica Co. 
the 7,000-kW power station established at Burcena in 1908-11. The 
station, which is steam-operated, will serve as a reserve to the 
Iberica Oo.'s water-power planta. 

To remedy the growing oongestion of traffic in Barcelona, which 
the tramways are unable to deal with, it is proposed to build an 
underground railway, or, as it is termed, a Metropolitano.” A 
company has been formed, on the board of which are some of the 
most distinguished Spanish railway engineering experta, assisted by 
M. Lorton, the director of the Paris Metropolitain. Besides 
relieving the local congestion, the Metropolitano will be linked up 
to the several railway companies oonverging on the city, whose 
through goods traffic will be speeded up by the use of the lines of 
the railway during the night. ; 

SWITZERLAND.—Owing to the mild winter and the decrease in 
wages and in the prioe of materials. the electrification of the Saint 
Gothard Railway is proceeding in a most satisfactory manner. It is 

that the Bellizona-Lugano-Chiasso section will be in working 

by October. The double line between Giubasso and Sasso should 

be completed by the same time. Bythe end of the year the Erstfeld- 

Aarth-Goldau section and the Aarth-Goldau-Chiasso section are 
expected to be eleotrifled.— Reuter's Trade Service (Zurich), 


Dearne District.—LicurT RAILWAY SCHEME APPROVED. 
-The Sheffield Independent understands that the Ministry of 
Transport will confirm the Dearne Distriot Light Railways Order, 
1920. This Order authorises the Urban Councils of Wombwell, 
Wath-on-Dearne, Bolton-on-Dearne, and Thurnscoe, acting jointly, 
to construct and undertake a system of light railways connecting 
a number of colliery townships in the Dearne Valley. The trunk 
line is to be carried from the Barnsley borough boundary through 
Ardsley, Wombwell, Wath, Bolton, and Goldthorpe, to Thurnsooe, with 
branches to Darfield and Swinton. The Order limite the capital to 
be raised under its authority to £300,000. 


Doncaster.— NRW Track.—After an interview by the 
town clerk and the borough surveyor, at the Ministry of Trans- 
port, the Tramways Committee recommends that the surveyor be 
authorised to with the doubling of the tramway track 
from the junction of Cleveland Street and St. Sepulchre Gate to 
Balby Bridge, and that negotiations be opened for the purchase of 
a strip of land for the widening of Balby Road. 


Durham County.— TRANSPORT ScHEME.—At a meeting 
of the County Oouncil, on May 4th, the Chairman, referring 
to the rejection of the Oouncil's Transport Bill, said the Bill had 


` connection between Finland and Norwa 


State shall be at the rate of 11 centimes per word. 


been strangled at its birth. They were not going to take it 
lying down, and had made up their minds to go on prepering 
the ground so that they might be able in the future to provide the 
county with a greatly improved transport service. 


Gateshead.—OPrioN or PurcHase.—The opinion of 
the Corporation is divided upon the question of taking over the 
tramway underteking next year when the next opportunity falls 
due. Unofficial estimates give the amount required for purchasing 
the whole system as 41,500,000. Another 14-year period will 
elapse before the option oan be exercised again. 


Lianelly.—ELEcTRIO VEHICLES.—Àt a meeting of the 
Borough Council, on May 2nd, it was decided to seek sanction to & 
loan of £2,300 for the purchase of two electric lorries. 


London.—Track RENEWALS.—Evidence of the efforts 
of the L.O.C. Highways Committee to make up for time lost during 
the war is given by a recent statement that the rate of relaying 
old tramway lines is now 26 miles per year, which is considerably 
above the pre-war average. Only about 4 miles per year were laid 
during the war period. 

BREAKDOWN.—On the evening of May bth trains between 
Richmond and Broad Street, on the North London Railway, were 


held up for nearly an hour, owing, it is stated, to the breaking of a 
conductor rail, s 


Rawdon (Yorks,).—REPAIRS DEMANBED.—In addition 
to protesting against the Leeds Tramways Committee's proposal 
to apply for sanction to increase the statutory maximum fare to 
3d. per mile, the Rawdon Distriot Council has called upon the 
Leeds Corporation to repair the tramway in the Rawdon area, and 
to improve the car service, 


Shipley.—ABANDONED EXxTENSION.—At a meeting of 
the District Council, on May 5th, the chairman of the Highways 
Committee reported that as it appeared that the scheme for the 


extension of the Bradford tramways through Shipley to Baildon 


had been abandoned, the Committee had invited tenders for the 
purchase of the rails and points purchased by the Shipley Council 
nearly 10 years ago for use on this extension, The Council 
confirmed the action of the Committee. 

In the above matter it is hardly correct to say the scheme has 
been abandoned by Bradford. In 1911 the Baildon Council asked 
Bradford Corporation to extend the tramways from Shipley, the 
Baildon Council offering £50 per year for 10 years. The Oor- 
poration could not agree to this, and it was decided eventually that 
the Baildon Council should apply for a Provisional Order, and that 
Bradford should construct the line. The Order was secured, and 
Bradford arranged with the Shipley Council to undertake the 
construction of a short length of track from the present 
Shipley terminus to the centre of the river bridge, at a oost of 
38650 in materials and labour. The war held up the scheme, and 
Baildon Council failed to renew the Order within the time allowed. 


Urnguay.— OVERHEAD TRAMWAY.——t is announced that 


. project for the installation of an aerial tramway between the 


Old Town district of Monte Video and the Cerro, is shortly to be 
presented to the Municipal authorities. The motive power for this 
installation would be obtained from the State Electrical Depart- 
ment, and it is intended that the fares shall be the same as those 
charged by the existing ordinary tramway between the two points 
named. The author of the scheme is Senor Francisco Piria. He is 
asking for a conceasion for 25 years, after which period the whole 
installation would become the property of the Municipality.— 
Reriew of the River Plate. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Dutch East Indies.— W IRELESS SERVICE.—It is announced 
from Washington that a commercial wireless service between the 
United States and the Dutch East Indies has been established. 


France.—WIRELESS INVENTION.—Prof. Lippmann, lec- 
turing at the Academy of Sciences, on May 9th, described an invention 
of MM. Abraham and Planiol for utilising ordinary telegraphic 
apparatus for sending, receiving, and printing messages. 
Prof. Lippmann said that experiments made before a number 
of official experts between Paris and Nogent le Rotrou had 
given brilliant results, and that as many as 7,000 words had been 
automatically registered in one hour.—Reuter's Trade Service 
(Paris). 

Norway.— TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION.—On the pro- 
posal of the Norwegian Te'egraphic Board that the telegraphic 
should be via Petsamo, . 
the President of the Republic of Finland has decided that the line 
of telegraphs through Petsamo may be used for the purposes of 
this connection, provided that the charges payable to the Finnish 
— Economic 

South America.— TELEPHONE SERVICE.—AÀ public tele- 
phone service between Parana and Crespo (Prov. of Entre Rios) 
was inaugurated on April 4th. The line has been constructed by 
the Compania Entrerriana de Teléfonos — Review of the River 
Plate. 
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NEW ARGENTINE WIRELESS COMPANY.—4À Germano-Argentine 
company has been organis d, under the name of Compania Radio- 
telegrafica Transcontinental, with head offi»s at Buenos Aires, 
with the object of establishing wireless communication between 
Europe and South America. It will have a share capital of 10 
million pesos, of which 3.000.000 pesos of 7 per cent. preference 
shares and 4,500,0)0 pesos of ordinary shares are already o2 the 
market. The preference shares were subscribed for in Argentina, 
and the ordinary ones were taken by a German syndicate formed 
by Siemens & Halske, the A.E.G., and the German South African 
Bink. The board of directers is composed of principals of these 
companies. The new company, which has received from the 
Argentine Government a concession to adopt the Garman Tele- 
funken system, will proceed with the immediate erection of a 
wireless station within the Argentine, in connection with the 
German station at Nau3n. The undertaking seems to be mainly 
German, and has as ita declared object the development of com- 
mercial relations between Germany and Argentina.—Zngenieria 
Internacional, 


Sonth Africa.— WIRELESS T&LEPHONY.—The Govern- 
ment is experimenting with wireless telephony with the view of 
linking the chief centres. Communication has been successfully 
established between Johannesburg and Bloemfontein. It is hoped 
to extend the system gradually, thus leasening the coat of ordinary 
telegraphic and telephonic working, which is unusually high owing 
to maintenanoe charges over immense distances.— financial Times. 


Sweden,.—SHiPs' WInELESS.— The obligation imposed 
by the British Merchant Shipping Wireless Telegraph Act on 
shipping of over 1,600 tons burden to carry a wireless outfit is 
meeting with opposition in Swedish merchant shipping circles. It 
is urged that it is difficult, or impossible, uader existing circum- 
stances to obtain both the apparatus and the trained staffs. A 
pe‘ition has been forwarded to the Swedish Ministry of Marine 
asking that steps may be taken to secure from the British 
authorities exemption from this obligation till the end of the 
curreat year, on proof of inability to conform to the law. 


Telephone Service, — Pusurc CALL. Boxes. — It is 
pointed out by the Sar that if a telephone call box in many of the 
London railway termini is used, it is necessary to pay 4d. for a call 
within the 10-mile radiu: of Charing Cross. Yet at a call box 
outside the stations the charge remains at 3d., for which the 
following explanation is given :—The call boxes in the majority of 
large railway termini are “ not public boxe at all,” but belong to 
the railway companies, and the calle go through the railway 
companies' private exchanges to the Poet Office. Until the advent 
of the revised charges, the call rate to the public was the same as 
in the Post Office's own boxes, but the railway companies have 
agreed to charge an extra Id. on the minimum charge of 3d, The 
Postmaster-G;neral'S arrangement with the railway companies 
only ensures that they d» not undercut the general call-box rate. 

The market town of Wincanton, Somerset, is still without a 
telephore, local business men having refused a scheme involving a 
£28 a year subscription, says Zhe Times. i 


Wireless Telegcaphists.— Wace Repucrrox.— The 
Association of Wireless Telegraphiste, reports the Daily Herald, is 
faced with a reduction of wages for its msmbers of £2 per month, 
and has agreed to the case going to arbitration. A meeting of the 
Association officials with the conciliation officer of the Ministry of 
Labour waa held on the 6th inst. to arrange for the hearing of the 
case, and a joint meeting of the Union and the employers to con- 
sider procedure will be held within a few days. Pending the 
desision of the Arbitration Court, it has been agreed that there 
shall b3 no alteration in wireless telegraphists' wages. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The date given in parentheses at the end of the paragraph indicates 
the issue of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW in which the “ Official 
Notice appeared.) 


OPEN. 


Anstra'la. — MELBOURNE. — June 15th. Victorian 
Government Railways. 50 oil-immersed single-phase track and 
sig aal transformers for power signalling (Contract No. 33,901).* 

June 22nd. One electria lifting magnet (capacity 3 ton), one 
440-V motor generator. 

Jane 29th. Supply of 1-ton platform type industrial storage 
battery trucks, also battery-charging equipment. 

_Augast 10th. 250 core-type impedance bonis for power 
signalling, with a capacity of 1,000 amperes per rail; alio 50 
miles of solid insulated copper wire, No. 14 Brown & Sha 
gauge, and 50 miles of solid insulated copper wire, 16 standard 
gauge. 

Tina 17th. 3,000 sets of renewals for cau; tio sola primary 
cells. 

August 30.h.. Board of Works. Four electrical centrifugal 
pumps, each wit a capacity of twelve million gallons daily. 


Aldershot.—May 24th. Urban District Council Elec- 


tricity Department. Three miles of 6,000 volt, 3-phase ca le, (See 
this issue.) 


Belgium.—Brussets. May 26th. Manicipal authori- 
ties of Schaerbeek. Fifty-five section boxes and 130 j unction boxes 
required in connection with the electricity supply system.  Parti- 
cu'ars may be obtained from the Service de l'Elec'ricité, Hotel 


Communal. Tenders to the College des Bourgmeat res et Echevins, . 


Hotel Communal, Schaerbeek, Brussels, 


May 27th. Supply and erection of ten electrio caps ban for 
sluice do rs. Service d'Etudes et de Controle des Applications de 
l'Electricité, 52, Boulevard du Ré gent, Brussels. 

ANTWERP.—May 27th. Municipal authorities. Paper-insulated 
telegraph cables required in connection with the fire brigade 


service. Particulars, 1 franc, from the Service Electrique, Hotel 
de Ville, Antwerp. 


D 1ndee.— Corporation. Electric lighting fittings for new 


City Hall and for the supply of kinematograph and appliances. 
Mr. Jas. Thompson, city architect. 


Edinbargh.—May 26th. Electricity Department, Elhp 


and l.p. switchgear for sub-station, (April 29th.) 

Corporation. Electrical work in connection with the Corpora- 
tion's Wardie housing scheme (360 houses) P.ans by Messrs. 
Robertson & Swan, architec' s, 29, Hanover Street, Edinburgh. 


Fijl.—Suva.—June 30th. Municipal Council. Onse 
200-kW, 480/520-V, 3-wire, d.c. generator, directly ooupled to a 
300-h.p. vertical Diesel oil engine, with accessories and generator 
panel, Specifications (21s.) from the Town Clerk, Sava, Fiji, 
c/o Box 2,557, G P.O., Sydney. 


Glasgow. May 81st. Electricity Department. Cables 


(including small ir. cables and fl»xibles) and meters for twelve. 


months, (See this issue.) 


Haddersfield.—May 28th. Electric light installation in 
United Methodist Chu:ch and School, Oatlane. Mr. F. Roberta, 
Maplin Lea, Lindley Moor, Outlane, 


Lochgelly (Fife).—Town Council. May 21st. Electric 
installation for 40 houses. Specifications from Mr. A. D. Hutton, 
architect, 3, High Street, Leven. Tenders to Mr. R. Sm ul, Town 
Clerk. 


London.— SHOREDITCH.—Jane 7th. Electricity Depart- 
ment. Oonstructional steel and ironwork building, 20-ton weigh- 


bridge, h.p. steam pipes, valves, &c., for Whiston Street generating 
station. (See this issue.) 


Mexborough. — May 21st. Urban District Council. 
Electricity Department. One 750-kW rotary oonverter with 
transformer. (May 6th.) 


Newcastie-on-Tyne, — May 17th. Electricity Supply 
Departm ant. Half-a-mile single, l.p., lead-covered, steel-armou ed 
main cable. (May 6:h.) 


New Zealand.—June 28th. Public Works Department. 
Ten s.p. oil -fille 1 transformers for the conversion of three-phase 
current at 50 cycles, the voltage ratio being 50,000/11,000, for 
Waikato power schome,* 

June 28:h. Supply and delivery at Lyttelton of two 50-kVA, 
two 100-kVA and two 200-kVA oond ensers in connection with the 
Lake Coleridge electric power supply (Section 116).* 


Sale.— Urban District Council. Electricity Department. 


Converting plant, comp:ete with e. h. p. and lp., d.c. switchboards, 
(May 6th.) 


South Africa,—July 5th. Electrification of Capetown- 
Simonetown and Durban-Maritzhurg lines. 


Sonthampton. — May 14h. Electricity Department. 
8-phase, 6,000-V cable. (May 6th.) 


Wimbledon.— May 25th. Electricity Committee. H. p. 
sub-station switchgear. (See this issue.) 


Worcester.— Lhe Housing Committee is inviting tenders 
for the installation of electric light to the 111 hous. on the 
Northwick housing site. 


A copy of the specification, &c., can be consulted at the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, S. W. I. 


CLOSED. 


Bradford.— Electricity Committee: 
One 1,000-kVA transformer for Valley Road works sub station, £1,971.— 
British Electric Transformer Co., Ltd. 
Tramways Committee. 


Poin's and croesings, for renewal of track at Otley Roal and Bark-rend 
Road junction, £8,110.—Hadfields, Ltd. (Sheffield). 


Cauterbury.— Town Council :— 


„Garrett“ 24-ton type electric street-watering van, £1,857.—Agnicultural 
&nd General Engineers, Ltd. 
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Doncaster. — Town Council : — 
Hand-operated travelling crane, £331.—Herbert Morris, Ltd. 
Steam piping, £ 93}.—Aiton & Co. 
Edinburgh —Poriobel!o power station :— 


Pump-house foun lations, £11,245.—Mess s. J. Best & Sons. 


G sinsborongh.— Urban District Council : — 
Electric tipping wagon, £1,821.—M yssay & Co, Orwell. 


Gillingham (Kent). To yn Council. Wiring 62 houses 
for electric lighting :— 


W. McDonald, subject to conduit tubing (accepted), £717. 
Ev ins Bros. (in steel conduit), £150. ` 
A. E. Hornsby & Oo., in solid-drawn tubing, £161; in Henley's system, 


£728. 

W. J. Fosh (system not stated), £730. 

W. G. James & Son (solid-drawn conduit), £731; Henley's system, £957. 

A. Merritt (solid drawn tubing), £335; as above, with welded tubing, £862; 
brazed tubing, £827; Henley's system, £72l. 


South Africa.—CaAPk Town.—The Corporation bas 
recently placed an order with Mesars. Reunert & Lenz for a Babcock 
and Wilcox water-tube boiler, rated at 35,00) lb. of steam per 
hour. The price of the whole set erected, but excluding chimney 
and draught plant, is £20,000. 


Swansea.—The Corporation Electricity Committee was 
informed by Mess s. Hornby & Co., agents for the Siemens- 
Schuckert meters, that these were already in stock in London and 
that the 50 per cent. tax did not apply. The firm aided that in 
any case their prices were inclusive of all charges, they themselves 
being reaponsible for the payment of the 50 per cent. or any other 
tex by the Customs. On the motion of Mr. Clarry, it was decided 
that as no tax went to the Government the Committee purchase 
the British meters at 161. per meter extra cost from Mesars. 
Chamberlain & Hookham, Ltd, 


i ; 


" ^: FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Physical Society of London.—Friday, May 13th. At the Imperial College 
of. 5 outh Kensing on, S. W. At 5 p.m. Ordinary scientific 
meeting. 

Chemical Society.—Thursday, May 19th. At Burlington House, Piccadilly, 

At S p m. Ordinary scientific meeting. 

Roentgen Soeiety.— Thursday, May 19th. At the University College, Gower 
Street. At 8.18 p.m. Silvanus Thompson Memorial Lecture, Electrical 
Instruments and Puenomena in Physiology," by Prof. A. V. Hill, F. R. S. 

Institution of Engimeers.—Friday, May 20th. At Caxton Hall, 
rere rand S.W. At 8 p.m. Lacturette, “ Liquid Fuels," by Mr. 

A. no 6 k 


NOTES. 


Swansea Salarles.—An example of the confusion 
attending the contrary decisions of the National and District Joint 
Boards was forthooming at last week's me:ting of the Swansea 
Electricity Committee, wh3n a letter was read from the seoreta"y 
of the District Jo'nt Board containing a resolution recommending 
that the constituent bodies should reduce the salaries in the area so 
as to correspond with the fall in the cost of living. The chairman, 
Ald. Sinolair, said that this was a case in which the District Board 
was in disagreement with the National Board, which claimed that 
there shou'd be no revision. They in Swansea followed the District 
Board's schedale, and the reduction in Swansea was in operation 
fron April lst. A letter was read from the Electrical Power 
Engineers' Association saying that the reduction of salaries for the 
quarter commencing April lat was in direot opposition to the 
decision of the National Board, and entering a protest. The 
Committee decided to reply that the protest should be sent to the 
Distriet Joint Board. 


New Aerlal Torpedo.—M. Demblanc, a French engineer 
specialising in seronautics, has perfected a new aerial torpedo, 
which can be released from either an airship or an aeroplane. The 
weight of exp'osives, borne through the air on a gradually 
descending path by a system of sustaining planes, is said to be 
sufficient t? make the torpedo a most formidable weapon parti- 
cularly as the inventor has fitted to the torpedo wirelessly- 
controlled steering planer which enable those on the aircraft from 
which the torpedo has been released to regulate ite rate of 
descent, also to guide it from side to siJe in order to direct it 
accurately to any given target.— Evening News. 


The Boy Scout Shilling Fusd.—With a view of 
assistiog the Prince of Wales's appeal on behalf of the Boy Scouts, 
a Shilling Fund has been opened by the Committee of the Hyde 
Park D.nce Club, On May 24th (Empire Day) the Fund will be 
inaugurated by an At Home and " Thé Dansant at the Hyde 
Park Hotel (4 to 6.30). : 

Particulars will appear from time to time, it being the intention 
to hold attractions daily from the date of inauguration for a week, 
the whole culminating in & grand bel! to be held at the Hyde Park 
Hotel on the eve of Derby Day, May 3 st. 

The arrangements are being made with the assistance of Messrs. 
Tredeza‘s, L*d , of 7, Brook Street, W., who have placed the whole 
of their organisation at the disposal of the Fund Committee, and 
from whom invitation cards for the At Home may be obtained. 
Books containing 20 shilling vouchera, with receipts, will be issued 
to those interested, 


Hydrotechnics at Grenoble Unlverslty.— In our issue of 
July 2nd, 192), we published an article by Major T. Rich, desorib- 
ing the exceptional facilities affo-ded by the University of Grenoble 
fo: the study of water-power and power transmission during the 
Summer Holidays. A series of Vacation Lectures, with visits to 
some of the numerous installations in the neighbourhood, was 
arranged, bat, owing to the short notice, only a few students 
attended. Neverthele:s, the satisfa:tion shown by those who 
} ined demonstrated that the experiment was worth continuing. 
It is proposed, therefore, to hold a Vacation Course of Lectures on 
the Utilisation of Water-power, with some notes on Power Trans- 
mission, in the summer of 1921, arrangem»nta being made to visit 
some of the interesting local installations. A preliminary pro- 
gramme of this course has been forwarded to us, from which it ie 
clear that the ground will be thoroughly covered, 

The lectures will be given in such a way that those who have 
had French lessons at a public school can follow the work . 
with put diffisulty. However, a course of preparatory instruction 
in French for those who do not know the language sufficiently 
will be given during the four weeks immediately preceding the 
beginning of the technical course. The charges for board and 
lodging will vary in August next between 240 fr. and 600 fr. per 
month, i.e., between £4 10s. and £11 per month, at the present 
rate of exchange. 

The Hydro-electric Technical Course will in all probability be 
started towards August 8th or 10th, and will extend over & period 
of one month. The registration fee for this course will be 110 fr. 
(£2). The registration fee and charges for the preparatory course 
in French will be 200 fr. ( £3 153.). 

It is proposel to throw the course open to students of the 
technical colleges and engineering institutions, and also to those 
members and associate members of the Institutions who are 
interested in these questions. Grenoble is the holiday centre of 
the French Alps, with ample opportunities for amusement, and 
rooms are available to suit all purses, A special electrotechnical 
course will be held for British students and members of institu- 
tions, if & sufficient number of them attend at Grenoble in 
August next. A decision on that point will be taken at the 
beginning of June, and in order to arrive at such decision it is 
particularly requested that all those intending to join shoud 
inform the Office National des Universités et Eco'es Franc ises, 
at 45 Great Marlborough Street, W.1, and should register on or 
before May 28th. The registration fee will be payable on or before 
June 15th, 

Further particulars are to be obtained from Mr, H. Sloog, hon. 
sec., British Bureau, Engineering Department of the Office National, 
at the above address. 


Service Notes, — Captain A. Reed, Tyne Electrical 
Engineers, who has just been appointed adjutant of that corps, 
was its quartermaster until recently; Wireless Telegraphist 
A. Dean, serving ashore, has been promoted commissioned tele- 
graphist from the 12th ult.; Wireless Telegraphist H. Johnstone, 
serving with the Vivid at Devonport, has been promoted commis- 
sioned telegraphist from the same date; and Wireless Telegraphiet 
A. H. Warburton, serving on the flotilla mother-ship Ma d«tone, 
has been similarly promoted; Warrait Telegraphist A. E. Wither 
has been appointed to the destroyer Shakespeare for wireless tele- 
graphic duty with the Sixth Destroyer Flotilla, from May lst. 


Electricity Supply. Ia a letter to The Times of May 11th, 
Alderman Beaumont, Chairman of the D strict Iadustrial Council 
(London area) for the electric supply industry, stated that the 
London electricity works were not affe ted by the dispute bet ween 
the National Federated Electrical Association and the Electrical 
Trades Union. The emp'oyers were in negotiation with the unions 
regarding the reduction of wages in view of the reduoed oost of 
living, and in acco-dance with their ag ceement, the matter would, 
if ne , be earried before the National Joint Industrial 
Council, and finally to the Industrial Court. 


Appointments Vacant.— T wo assistant electrical engineers 
(Rs. 920 and Rs. 690 per calendar month respectively) for the East 
Indian Railway Co.; chief clerk and accountant (£320) for the 
Grimsby Corporation electricity department; chief acsistant 
engineer ( £250) for the Horsham Urban D.strict Council electricity 
works ; telegraph foreman (£140) for the Government of the Gold 
Const. See our advertisement pages to-day. 

The Council of the Institution of Civil Engineers is inviting 
applications for the post of secretary, at £2, 00 per annum. The 
age specified i$ between 33 and 48, and applications bave to be 
delivered to the President by Jure 11th. 

Commemoration of Ampère in Paris.— Representatives 
of the Union of Engincers' Syndicates, and in particular of the 
Syndicate of Electrical Engineers, gathered at the tomb of And:é 
Marie Ampere in the cemetery of Montmartre, in Paris, on May 8th, 


to commemorate the hundred:h annive-sary of Ampé-e'a discovery 


of those principles of electricity which led to many of its modern 
uses, and caused his name to be employed as that of the practical 
unit of electrical current. M. Boucherot, President of the 
Engineer and Electrical Syndicates, who du ing the war perfected 
the ground telephone, which rendered great servioe to the French 
and Allicd Armies, spoke at the graveside, showing how from a 
amall beginn'ng the use of electricity had grown till at tho present 
time more than 50,000 skilled wo kers were employed in various 
kinds of electrical work, not including telegraphs and telephones. 
In paying a tribute to Ampé'e, M. Boucherot pointed out that 
not only was he a great scientist and a gocd citizen, but also 
something of a philosopher. He was much interested in psychology, 
and left two volumes, unfortunately incomplete, on ‘ The Classifi- 
cation of Ideas," teuer; Trade Service (Paris), 
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The Electrical Trades Benevolent Institution.— At 
the last general meeting of this Association, alterations were made 
vo the rules, giving additional powers to the Local Advisory Com- 
mittees. The neoessary confirmatory meeting will be held at the 
Cable-Makera' Association's offices, Sardinia House, Sardinia Street, 
W.C. 2, on Monday, June 27th, at 2.30 p.m. 


Shoe-Fitting by X-rays.—A novel X-ray apparatus, by 
which one can actually see whether new boots or shoes fit, has 
b.en installed in a Kensington boot-makers' shop. The purchaser 
uf the shoes stands on the platform of the apparatus, and the 
X-ray view of the foot and boot is displayed to the purchaser and 
assistant. “The apparatus is perfectly safe for all ordinary 
circumstances," — Daily Mail. 


Lochaber Water Power.—On Wednesday, last week, a 
Committee of the House of Commons approved or the preambie of 
the Lochaber Water-Power Bill, by whicn the British Aluminium 
Company is seeking powers to utilise the flood waters of the River 
Spey foc the purpose of generating electrical energy. 


Oil Enel for the Underground.— The power stations of 
the Underground Railways at Lots Road and the Metropolitan 
Railway at Neasden are now being fitted for the use of oil 
fuel, and a proposal to use oil fuel at the tramway generating 
station 1s being considered. The system adopted for the Lots 
Road and Neasden power stations gives the advantage of rapid 
conversion of existing types of coal-burning furnaces. — It is 
known as the Scarab oil-burning system with the patent 
Scarab burner, and the conversion 1s carried out without entail- 
ing structural alterations. The conversion is being effected 
gradually, so as not to interfere with the work of the stations. 
Apart from the advantage that oil fuel is available, while coal 
supphes are likely to be short for some time, it is claimed that 
the conversion will result in considerable economies, because : 

(1) Consumption 1s 50 per cent. less than coal. 

(2) One man can do work requiring six men in the case of 
coal fuel. 

(3) Storage is simpler and handling easier. 

(4) Supplies can be obtained without fear of interruption.— 
The Times. 


The Austin Motor Company.—In connection with the 
appointment of a receiver and manager in respect of this 
company, it 1s reported in the Birmingham papers that Sir 
Herbert Austin, M.P., chairinan and managing director, ad- 
dressed a meeting of 2,000 employés of the company in the 
kinema hall at the Longbridge works during the luncheon 
interval on April 27th, and detailed the history of the 
strenuous efforts which had been made during the last year 
to run the company successfully with a million and a half 
less capital than the amount which was adinittedly required 
for such an enterprise. The negotiations now in hand would, 
he felt sure, result in placing the company in a more satisfac- 
tory financial position. In the meantime it had been found 
necessary to protect the interests of all concerned by placing 
the business temporarily in the hands of a receiver. 
them to give loyal assistance to the company, and prophesied 
that the good sense of the English people would very shortly 
lead to a cessation of the coal strike and other trade disputes, 
whereupon an extremely bright future might be anticipated 
for the company. 


INSTITUTION NOTES. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers.— WESTERN CENTRE 
DiNNER.—' he twenty-second general meeting was held at 


Bristol on Monday, May 2nd, when a good audience 
assembled under the chairmanship of Mr. A. J. New- 
man to listen to an address which was delivered by 


the President of the Institution. Mr. Llewellyn B. 
Atkinson, who took as his subject '' Four Great Electric 
Lights," namely, Faraday the discoverer, Maxwell the in- 
terpreter, Kelvin the ineasurer, and Silvanus P. Thompson 
the teacher. The PRUSIDEN T, who was in his best form, spoke 
to an appreciative audience for nearly two hours. Following 
the address a dinner was held at the Grand Hotel to enable 
members to meet the President. Unfortunately several mem- 
bers who had intended to be present found themselves unable 
to do so on account of the disorganisation of the railway 
services, and the South Wales contingent had to depart at 
an early hour in order to travel by the last train to Cardiff; 
nevertheless, a thoroughly enjoyable evening was spent. 
Mr. A. J. NEWMAN again presided, and others present 
included Mr. Ll. B. Atkinson, Mr. A. Ellis (immediate past 
chairman of the Western Centre), Mr. Nicholas Watts (presi- 
dent of the Bristol Society of Engineers), Prof. D. Robertson, 
D.Sc.. Messrs. H. I. Rogers, A. C. McWhirter, W. A. Chamen, 
W. Collins. S. B. Haslam, W. T. Kerr, G. H. Langdon, T. E. 
Lewis, A. N. Moore, I. A. D. Pedler, H. T. Sully, H. S. Ellis. 
T. Hood, A. F. Coates, and Messrs. A. J. Ostler and C. T. 
Allan (joint hon. secretaries of the Western Centre), the 
grand total of members and guests being 58. The brevity 
of the speeches may be attributed to the eagerness to proceed 
with the capital musical programme, the songs of Miss 


He urged, 


O’Gorman and Messrs. J. G. Royce, L. Dore, and Huntingdon 
being greatly appreciated. 

Alter the loyal toast, Mr. NicHoLAS WAÀTTS proposed the toast 
of " ‘the Institution of Electrical Engineers, referring to its 
small beginning and subsequent growth, the responsible work 
it was undertaking, the value of its library, and the importance 
of the work of its territorial centres and sub-centres through- 
out the country. 

Mr. LL. B. ATKINSON (president of the I.E.E.), in respond- 
ing, said he was glad to find himself again amongst men 
of the Western Centre, the acquaintance of many of whom he 
had made during the Institution’s summer visit to South 
Wales last year. They were looking forward to visiting 
Scotland next month, but they would never forget the success 


of last year’s meeting. It was very gratifying to note how the 


president (und the Institution through him) was welcomed 
wherever he went; he had personally visited all the territorial 
centres, with the exception of the two Irish ones (he hoped 
that omission would be excused), and he had everywhere 
been well received. The membership of the Institution now 
very nearly approached 10,000 members of all classes—a figure 
to be proud of, and one which no other institution had been 
able to approach. Those results had been arrived at largely 
by the aid of the local centres and the fact that the local 
chairmen sat on the Council of the Institution. 

The president made an appeul on behalf of the Benevolent 
Fund, recalling Mr. Hugman’s offer, and said that they must 
do all they could to comply with his conditions. If they did 
not succeed in obtaining individual offers, they might, with 
the help of the local centres gather the requisite sum collec- 
tively, but in any case no effort should be spared to do all 
they could to help the fund, as there was no doubt that it 
would be needed in the years to come. 

He hoped the Institution would be back in its own building 
by the middle of this month, when they hoped to introduce 
certain improved arrangements, such as keeping the library 
open in the evenings, making the common rooms more com- 
fortable, &c. In the annual report of the Council which 
would shortly be received by members, only a brief mention 
would be found of the proposed charter, but they would have 
opportunity for discussing it at the annual general meeting; 
the Council would doubtless have the support of the general 
body of members in its application to the Privy Council. 
They had included in the draft charter a clause which would 
give members and associate members the right to call them 
selves '' Chartered Electrical Engineers.“ 52 

Mr. ARTHUR ELLIS proposed the toast of The Visitors. 
and assured them that they of the Western Centre always 
enjoyed welcoming visitors, because one of their aims was 
to create interest in the Institution and its work outside of its 
membership. The toast having been briefly acknowledged by 
Mr. J. P. Brazil, the president proposed that of '' The Chair- 
man," and referred to the success of the Western Centre and 
its present session. 

Mr. A. J. NEWMAN, In briefly replying, disclaimed any credit. 
remarking that all the members of the Centre were so keen, 
and he had had the assistance of such able officers, that the 
session could not have been anything but a successful one. 
The meeting then terminated with the singing of the 
National Anthem. 


Royal Institution.—A general meeting was held on May 9th, at 
which Sir J. J. Thomson was elected honorary Professor of Natural 
Philosophy, and Sir Ernest Rutherford Professor of Natural 
Philosophy. 

The Fridsy evening discourse on May 27th will be delivered by 
Mr. A. Mallock on Elasticity.” 

Institution of Civil Engineers.—ENGINEERING CONFERENCE, 
1921.—AÀrrangementa have been made to continue this year the 
series of conferences which were interrupted by the re-building of 
the Institution premises and the war. The conference will be held 
on Wednesday, Thuraday, and Friday, June 29th and 30th, and 
July lst—the mornings of those days being given to discussions 
upon selected topics, and the afternoons to visits to engineering 
works. For the purpose of the meetings, the conference will be 
divided into seven sections :—(I) Railways, Roads, Bridges, and 
Tunnels ; (II) Harbours, Docks, Rivers, and Canals ; (III) Machi- 
nery ; (IV) Mining and Metallurgical Processes ; (V) Shipbuilding ; 
(VI) Waterworks, Sewerage, and Gasworks ; (VII) Electricity Works 
and Power Transmission. The topics to be discussed at the meetings 
of each section will be notified early next month, and it is intended 
that prints of the notes introducing the several subjecta shall be 
made available before the date of the conference. The complete 
programme, including the list of visits to works, will, it is hoped, 
be also ready for issue early in June, and will contain particulars 
to enable members to decide upon the visita they may wish to 
attend. 

The twenty-seventh James Forrest Lecture will be delivered by 
Sir George T. Beilby, F.R.S., Assoc. Inst. O. K., on Tuesday, 
June 28th. 

Manchester Wireless Soclety.— A general meeting was held on 
April 27th. at which the work of the past session was reviewed 
and future progress discussed. On April 30th the Society conducted 
a ramble in the neighbourhood of Hale. Three portable sets were 
erected at different points, and splendid results obtained in 
re zeption from standard stations. A congratulatory message from 
Paris to the Luton Wireless Society was intercepted. The same 
evening transmission took place from headquarters, using one 
valve, and this was received at a point 20 miles distant. Telephony 
was also tried, with fairly good resulta, up to seven miles, 
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Association of Engineers-In-Charge.—Owing to the continu- 
ance of the coal dispute the Council has found it necessary to post- 
pone the annual dinner, and all subscriptions are being returned. 

A visit is to be paid to the Hammersmith Borough Electricity 
Works on May 21st, and early in June the works of Mesara. Fraeer 
and Chalmers (G.E. Co.), Erith. are to be visited. 


The Royal Soclety.—At a meeting on Friday last Prof. Albert 
Einstein and Prof. Peter Zeeman, amongst others, were elected 
foreign members. 


Physical Society of London.—At the meeting held on March 
22nd a paper on A Method of Measuring Frequencies,” by Mesars. 
B. S. Smith and G. F. Partridge, was read by the latter. A 
heterodyne method of measuring frequency by comparison with a 
calibrated valve oscillator was described. The calibration was 
performed by means of two valve oscillators capable of giving 
frequencies of, say, 1,000 per sec. and upwards, The frequency of 
the oscillations was raised alternately to give a beat note whose pitch 
was determined by comparison with a fork. Intermediate 
frequencies were found by interpolation on the calibration curve, 
and a method of checking the capacities of the oscillator con- 


densers was described. For the measurement of acoustic fre- 


quencics the sounds were converted into alternating ourrenta by 
means of a suitable tranamitter. 


Edinburgh Electrical Society.—The annual business meeting 
of the Society was held on May 6th. The treasurer submitted a 
satisfactory statement of affairs, which showed an increased 
membership over the preceding session. Prizes were presented to 
three apprentices, A. Clunie, D. Bee and T. Meroer, for competitive 
papers which they had submitted. The following were elected for 
Lr ones sesion :—Chairman, D. S. Munro; and vice-chairman, 


Association of Teachers In Technical Institutions.—On Monday 
next the annual conference will be opened at Oardiff, and it will 
extend until Wednesday. Amongst the papers to be read are th» 
following :—' A National Scheme of Technical Education," by Mr. 
C. Coles, B. So., and " Apprenticeship in its Relations to Technical 
Schools and Industries,” by Mr. R. James, Wh. Ex. Resolutions 
will be considered urging the necessity of a Royal Commission on 
the whole field of technical education, pressing for the speedy 
bringing into foroe of the Education Act of 1918, advocating an 
increase in the number of scholarships available at Day Technical 
Institutions, and calling for amendments of the Teachers’ Super- 
annuation Act of 1918. An attractive programme of social 
gatherings and visits to places of interest has been arranged. 


Societe des Ingenieurs Civils de France. —A summer meeting of 
the British Section will be held in France between June 18th and 
21th. It has been decided that, in the same way as in 1920, participa- 
tion in the tour will not be confined to the members of the 
British Section, and that members of recognised British Engin- 
eering Institutions or engineers in general will be welcome. 


A copy of the programme and full particulars of the meeting | 


can be obtained from the Hon. Secretary, 45, Great Marlborough 
Street, W. 1. The neeting will embrace visits to Verdun, Nancy, 
Metz, and the ironworks and factories of the Lorraine area. 
Ladies are cordially invited. 


OUR PERSONAL COLUMN. 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
technical or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of the 
ELEOTBICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements. 


FOLLOWING upon his election as Speaker of the House of Commons, 
the RIGHT Hon. J. H. WHITLEY, M.P., has resigned the Joint 
Presidenoy of the Industrial League and Council which he has held 
for s3 long in conjunction with the Right Hon. G. H. Roberta, 
M.P. Viscount Burnham, CH., has oonsented to become Joint 
President in his stead. 

Mr. H. E. BLAIx, C. B. E., assistant managing director of the 
Underground Group of Compenies, has been retained by the Trans- 
portation Commission of Toronto to advise that city on its trans- 
portation problems, and is sailing for New York in the Adriatic 
on May 18th. Mr. Blain will be joined later by MR. C. S. Looc 
and Mr. J. L. B. LINDSAY, the comptroller and accountant, and the 
assistant secretary and treasurer, respectively, of the Underground 
Group, and the party will then make a tour of many of the 
important cities of the United States to study transportation 
methods. 

SIR WILLIAM SLINGO, the new British Controller-General of 
Peruvian Posts, Telegraphs, and Wireless Communications under 
the concession recently granted to the Marconi Co., of London, 
` arrived at Lima, last week, says Te Times, and is taking charge 
immediately. 

Maidenhead Town Council has increased the salary of the eleo- 
trical engineer (MR. MILTON), according to a formula recom- 
mended by the A. M. E. E. (approximately £621). l 

We regret to learn that MR. L. L. RoBINSON, borough electrical 
engineer, Hackney, has recently undergone an operation. The 
Council has granted him two months’ leave. 

Mr. H. PAYN has been appointed engineer and manager to the 
Northwood Electric Light and Power Co., Ltd., in succession to 
Mr. E. J. Smallpeg». During the past few months, Mr. Payn has 
been ín charge of the company's extension scheme. 


MB. Starner HuTCHiNS, of Davenham, Cheshire managing 
director of Electro Bleach and Bye-Products, Ltd., has joined the 
board of directors of the Lawes’ Chemical Manure Co., Ltd. 

The Emperor of Japan has conferred the Order of the Rising Sun 
npon SIR JAMES MCKECHNIE, of Mesars. Vickers, Ltd., Barrow-in- 

urness. 


Obituary.—Mr. H. G. Munro —The death is announced of Mr. 
Hugh George Munro, O. B. E., secretary of the Electric and Ordnance 
Accessories Co., Ltd., Birmingham, at the age of 41. The funeral 
took place at Yardley old church on Friday last. The firm was 
represented by Mr. W. Dallow, and Mr. R. Phillips attended on 
behalf of Messrs. Vickers, Ltd. (London). l 


Rr late MR. BERTRAM BLOUNT, F.IC., F.OS, left 
£4,817, 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Reeve & Bayman, Ltd. (174,494).—Private company. 
Registered April 30th. Capital, £10,000. in £1 shares. To take over the 
business of electrical and mechanical engineers, carried on by W. T. Reeve 
and W. G. Bayman at Plymouth as “ Reeve, Bayman & Co." The per- 
manent directors are: W. T. Reeve, 11, Boons Place, Plymouth; W. G. 
Bavman, 40, Hill Park Crescent, Plymouth. Qualification: £100. Solicitor : 
B. H. Chowen, Westwell Chambers, Westwell Street, Plymouth. Registered 
office: 13, Russell Street, Plymouth. 


Power & Lighting Supplies Co., Ltd. (174,477).—Private 
company. Registered April 29th. Capital, £5,000 in 21 shares. To take 
over the business of electrical and mechanical engineers carried on by H. 
Challis-Sowerby, G. F. Jones, and R. H. Homer, at 5, Cathedral Yard, 
Manchester, as the “ Power & Lighting Supplies Co," The first directors 
are: G. Rigby. Runnymede,” Broughton Park, Manchester; H. Challis- 
Sowerby, *" The Nook,” Swinton Park, Manchester; J. Price, 102, Banner 
Cross Road, Sheffield. Qualification: £100. Secretary: G. F. Jones. Solici- 
tor: J. E. M. Crowther, 23, Abingdon Street, Westminster. Registered office : 
5, Cathedral Yard, Manchester. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


Brierleys’ Premier Welding Co., Ltd.—Particulars of £500 
debentures authorised April 13th, 1921, whole amount issued, charged on 
company's property, present and future, including uncalled capital. 


Lincolnshire Motor & Electric Traction Co., Ltd.—Satis- 
faction in full on April Ist, 1921, of debenture dated October 19th, 1919, 
securing all moneys and liabilities due from company to bankers. Par- 
ticulars of £5,000 debentures, authorised April Ist, 1921; whole amount issued; 
charged on the „ undertaking and property, present and ſuture, 
including uncalled capital. 


W. R. Sykes Interlocking Signal Co., Ltd. —Particulars 
of 25. 000 debentures authorised April 20th, 1921, whole amount issued; charged 
on the company's undertaking and property, present and future, including 


uncalled capital. 

New Lowca Engineering Co., Ltd. (in liquidation).— 
Satisfaction in full on February 7th, 1921, of first mortgage debentures 
dated April 3rd, 1908, securing £12,500. 

Campbell & Isherwood, Ltd.—Mortgage on certain land 
in Bootle, Lancs., dated April 28th, 1921, to secure all moneys due or to 
become due from company to Bank of Liverpool and Martins, Ltd. 


Aladdin Renew Electric Lamp Corporation, Ltd.—Issue 
on April 28th, 1921, of £1,500 debentures, part of a series already registered. 


4th, 1921. Capital, £214,850 in £1 shares (100,000 preference and 114,850 
ordinary). All shares taken up. £117,000 paid. £97,850 considered as paid. 
Mortgages and charges: Nil. 

Wycombe Borough Electric Light & Power Co., Ltd. 
(53,139, Capital, £50,000 in £5 shares. Return dated April 19th, 1921. All 
shares taken up and paid for in full. Mortgages and charges: £50,000. 


Electric Zinc Co., Ltd. (127, 888). Return dated Decem- 
ber 31st, 1920. Capital, 22,000,000 in £1 shares (400,000 preference and 
1,600,000 ordinary). Seven ordinary shares taken up. Nothing paid. Mort- 
gages and charges: Nil. : 

W. S. Laycock, Ltd. (68,203).—Return dated January 
6th, 1921. Capital, £150,000 in £1 shares (100,000 ordinary and 50,000 pre- 
ference). All shares taken up. £50,007 paid. £99,993 considered as paid. 
Mortgages. and charges: £221,000. 


CITY NOTES. 


Mr. E. Garcke presided at the annual 

Brush Electrical meeting held on Monday at 88, Kingsway, 
Engineering W.C. He said the accounts again reflected 
Co., Ltd. the prosperous condition of the company. 
The amount carried forward was subject to 

E.P.D., not only for 1920 but also for previous years, no settle- 
ment of the amount payable having yet been arrived at. The 
question of what was the liability of the company in that re- 
spect was a difficult one, and might take some time yet to 
adjust. Thie amount carried forward was considerably in excess 
of their liability. It was a great relief that the E.P.D. had 
been abolished. They would not be liable for any such duty in 
respect of the profits made since January Ist this year. The 
gross profit on trading was £285,328, compared with £223,000 
in 1919. The expenses, of course, were higher; general 
charges were £30,391, compared with £25.000. Maintenance 
of buildings and plant had cost £10,500. compared with 
£36,500. Interest charges amounted to £24,500, compared 
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with £16,500; and for depreciation they had written off 
413.000 as against £10,000. At the end of 1919 they carried 
forward 485,568, and that was reduced by £10,841 in respect 
of additional remuneration to the directors. Ihe issued 
capital showed a large increase as a result of the issues made 
last year. ‘They had had to provide for the largely increased 
volume of business, necessitating extensions of buildings and 
plant and a larger lock-up in stock of materials and ot work 
in progress. Ihe magnitude of tlie increased business could 
be best seen by the figures representing the item of stock. 
In 1918 it amounted to £149,000; in 1919 to £314,000; and now 
it was close on £600,000. The amounts owing to them had 
also increased. At the end of 1919 they had owing to them 
490,000, and at the end of 1920 the outstanding amount was 
£226,000. One of the great ditliculties of a rapidly extending 
business was to provide for the extension of the buildings and 
plant and working capital. In normal times these ditticufties 
would not be onerous, but in the present state of the money 
market and of trade generally, these matters required very 
careful handling. However, they had not done badly. In 
July last year they issued an offer of 339.000 £1 ordinary 
shares at par. The issue was not underwritten; nevertheless, 
it cost them £15,500 for printing and various other expenses 
Which were high but unavoidable. 248,075 shares were 
allotted in response 
regard to the not too propitious state of the money market at 
the time, he thought he might say that the issue was very 
Well received by the public. One of the objects they had in 
mind in making the issue was to provide houses for some of 
their workpeople, owing to the general shortage of accom- 
modation in the town; but as they did not get all the capital 
required, they had left that scheme teinporarily in abeyance, 
and had had the less hesitation in doing so because since 
then conditions had changed to some extent. The town 
authorities had made progress with their own housing scheme, 
and there had been some lack of employment in other in- 
dustries, which made the shortage of houses less pronounced. 
It was probable, however, that a little later they might have 
to revive the scheme, but at the moment capital expenditure 
for other purposes was more important. He thought they 
might regard the present position with satisfaction, and might 
look forward to the future with confidence. The specialities 
they controlled placed them in a favourable position, notwith- 
standing the prevailing depression in most branches of in- 
dustry. Their order books were well filled, and there had been 
a gratifying increase in the demand for their Brush-Ljung- 
strom turbo-generator plant for electric power production. 
They began manufacturing the Ljungstrom turbine in 1914. 
The orders in hand to-day represented in horse-power more 
than the total they supplied in the whole of the period from 
the commencement of manufacture to the end of 1920. That 
gave some idea of the growth of the business. They hoped 
that the large new factory now under construction at Falcon 
Works, Loughborough, to be devoted to the manufacture of 
turbo plant, would enable them to cope better with the 
demand. He referred at the last meeting, to their difficulties 
in carrying through large contracts— which necessarily took 
months to execute—due to the fluctuating markets for ma- 
terials, and the uncertainty of labour costs which compelled 
them to stipulate for price adjustment clauses. In that respect 
the position had improved, as they were now able to take the 
risk of making contracts at firm prices, which was a more 
satisfactory basis both for their customers and themselves. In 
1920 the after-effects of the moulders' strike were severely 
felt; and in a lesser degree the coal strike of last autumn, and 
a dispute with the Electrical Trades Union were adverse 
factors. Those recurring labour troubles made it difhcult and 
often impossible to keep faith with customers in the matter of 
delivery to contract dates, and were cumulative in the pre- 
judice they created, as the uncertainty attending completion 
naturally militated against orders being placed. — The export 
trade position. was far from satisfactory, and the nation was 
already suffering heavily by loss of much of its foreign busi- 
ness. ‘The first need to-day was to bring about reductions in 
the prices of commodities. Failing such reductions, that trade, 
which was so vital to the prosperity of the nation, could not 
be held in face of competition from countries where wages had 
not advanced in the same proportion, where the restriction of 
output was recognised as an error, and where the exchanges 
were so much in favour of the foreign buyer. Those con- 
ditions were a serious handicap to all engaged in the manu- 
facturing industries of this country, and could only be met by 
bringing prices more into line with those offered by their com- 
petitors abroad. If that could be accomplished by means of 
increased production per head, rather than by the alternatives 
of lower wages or longer working hours, so much the better, 
One thing was certain, viz., that their foreign trade would 
gradually be lost unless some amelioration of the prevailing 
conditions was possible, while the home trade would also 
languish under the burden of high prices. In that connection, 
and apropos of the controversy in the coal mining industry of 
which they were now the victims, he would like to point out 
how largely the cost of coal entered into the price of all manu- 
factured goods. That was especially true of the engineering 
industries, so dependent on steel and iron, which could not be 
produced at a reasonable cost without cheap coal. That was 
the real crux of the matter. Out of all the torrent of talk 
&bout nationalisation of the mines, national pools, national 
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wages boards, &c., the cold economie faet emerged that, in 
order to export their coal and the manufactures of which it 
was the basis, it must be raised at a cost enabling it to be 
profitably sold in competition with foreign coal of equal quality 
—otherwise no solution of the present dispute could be per- 
manent. But while fundamental economic facts were ignored 
on one side, they were relied on too exclusively by the other 
side. On the general question of labour disputes, he felt that 
every section of the community and every individual member 
of it—the Government, the employers, the employed and the 
consumers—should concentrate on the search for a permanent 
wage principle Which recognised not only the economic rights 
of the capitalist, of the labourer, and of the consumer, but also 
the human or moral factors involved in the problem, as a sub- 
stitute for the system of settling wages by the attrition of 
supply and demand of labour. The common phrase one heard 
was thut We must have it out." Quite so. But, as Mr. 
Clynes had said, " It is better to think it out than to fight it 
out." © So long, however, as the employers were under the 
delusion that economic laws were the only laws of nature enter- 
ing into the situation, and so long as the employed made the 
mistake of ignoring the rights and interests of the community 
as à Whole, so long would the relations between capital and 
labour be adjusted by physical means. The report was adopted. 


During the year 1920 the units sold were 
Calcutta Electric 38.820, 889, against 31,851,770 in 1919. The 
Supply houses connected increased by 1,215 tw 
Corporation, Ltd. 11.505. The gross revenue was £395,352, 
against £359,949 in 1919, and the net re- 
venue was £263,482, against £237,200 in 1919. The profit for 
the year, including interest on money on deposit, was 
£270,160, and £45,699 was brought forward, making £315,559. 
This is to be dealt with as follows: Debenture interest accrued 
£4,579; preference dividend £24,750; income tax and E.P.D. 
432.749; interest on consumers’ deposits £1,385; writing off - 
total costs of debenture issue in 1920 £24,793; reserve for 
taxation £83,000; to reserve fund £5,000; depreciation and 
renewals fund 443,760; insurance fund 43, 000; retiring gratuity 
fund £2,000; dividend on ordinary shares 10 per cent. for the 
vear and a bonus of 1 per cent. (£48,457); carried forward 
£42,350. The ordinary shareholders obtain, in the interim 
and proposed dividends, the relief granted in respect of income 
tux and super tax paid in India, which for the year 1920 is 
equivalent to about an additional 1 per cent.; and with effect 
from July Ist, 1920, preference shareholders have received their 
dividends free of all taxation on income, both British and 
Indian, up to 6s. in the £. It is proposed to grant to the 
staff in India a bonus equivalent to 2 per cent. of the net 
Indian profits, in respect of service during 1920. The expendi- 
ture on capital account during 1920 amounted to £335,937. 
the total outlay to December 3lst last being £1,764,844. The 
demand for electrical energy continues to increase, and satis- 
factory progress has been made in meeting it. An issue was 
made in July, 1920, of £500,000 of 5 per cent. first mortgage 
convertible (registered) debentures, free of income tax. The 
issue was fully subscribed. , 


Mr. W. Claud Johnson presided at the 
annual meeting on May th. He said that 
the profit for 1920 was again nearly IC, 
more than in 1919. Referring to tbe 
balance sheet, he said tbat they had expended during the year 
463,408 on additions to buildings and plant. The amount 
for sundry debtors, £342,500, showed an increase of about 
£130,000, which was the natural consequence of a very largely 
inereased business, and the same remurk applied to the stock 
in trade and work in progress figure, which now stood at 
£563,350, an increase of nearly another £100,000. The profits 
earned during the year were very satisfactory, and the same 
dividend was to be paid on the increased capital as was paid 
last year on a much lower figure, although the new capital 
was not received until well towards the middle of the year, 
so that they had only had the benefit of it for just over six 
months. ‘The profits must also be considered satisfactory from 
the point of view that the year under review was one of 
exceptional difficulty from the manufacturing standpoint. At 
the same time it was very pleasing to be able to report that 
their order books at the end of the year were as full as it 
was considered safe for them to be, some of the departments 
having from eight to ten months’ work in hand, which included 
large and important Government contracts, so that the pro- 
specta for the current year might be considered highly eatis 
factory. Orders were still coming in, in spite of the troubled 
times they were passing through, which fact, he thought. 
warranted their looking forward with the fullest confidence to 
the future, as it seemed a clear indication of an early trade 
revival in which the electrical trade was bound to take the 
lead. The depression in trade, which set in during the closing 
months of 1920, and unfortunately still continued, had been 
felt bv the electrical industry to a much smaller extent than 
by other branches of industry. That was largely due to the 
increasing recognition of the fact that in the extended applica- 
tion of electric power lay the chief hope of reducing produc 
tion costs in every direction. Further, the fact that for à 
long time past the demand for their manufactures had exceeded 
the supply prevented their suffering losses due to depreciation 
in the value of stocks. Proceeding to refer to the resolution 
to be proposed at the extraordinary meeting to increase the 
borrowing powers. of the company, he said that since i8 
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formation in 1905 £277,477 had been spent on additions to 
plant, machinery, and buildings, and during the same period 
£146,130 had been spent on repairs and maintenance of the 
property, and £119,500 written off for depreciation out of 
profits. Those outlays had been necessary to keep the works 
and plant up to date, and were justified by the results obtained. 
To maintain that position it had recently been necessary to 
obtain financial assistance from their bankers. They now 
wished to put their finances on a more solid basis by the 
creation of £350,000 of new debentures which would enable 
them to redeem the balance of the first debentures and pay 
off the £50,000 second debentures, also to repay their bankers’ 
advances and provide further working capital to enable them 
to tackle the ever-increasing volume of business which was 
offered to them, and for which they were now fully equipped. 
They proposed to create £350,000 8 per cent. first mortgage 
debenture stock in multiples of £l each redeemable in 25 
years by a sinking fund to be created and applied in redeem- 
ing such debentures by 23 equal annual drawings commenc- 
ing in 1923. They might have made a preference share issue, 
but having regard to the high rate of interest which was 
being paid by other industries for such issues they would 
have had to pay 10 per cent. interest at least, and thut would 
have been a permanent drag on the business, whereas they 
would have an opportunity of paying off the debentures as 
they did in the case of the old debentures, only the remnants 
of which remained to be paid off, and so secure to the share- 
holders the full benefits of profits made. There was a further 
very interesting fact he would like to mention, which in these 
troublesome times was important, and that was, their relations 
with their workpeople were most satisfactory. They were one 
of the first businesses in the country to start a works com- 
mittee, and it had always had the most beneficial results. 

Mr. John Macgregor seconded the adoption of the report. 

Replying to questions, Mr. Macgregor said that practically 
the whole of the £563,000, at which the stock stood, repre- 
sented material which would be used in orders which were 
already in hand, and which had been taken at a profit. 

Answering questions with regard to the proposed new 
debenture issue, the solicitor explained that the reason some 
of the money would be applied in paying off the existing 
5 per cent. debentures was that it was not possible in these 
days to raise a substantial capital issue as a third charge. 
The question of underwriting the issue had not yet been 
settled, but the shareholders would have the first right of 
apply for the debentures. 

The report was then carried. 

Subsequently the meeting passed the necessary resolution 
for altering the articles of association and giving the directors 
power to make the new issue. 


The report for the year ended March, 
The Ever-Ready 1921, states that the amount available for 
Co. (Great appropriation, after writing off deprecia- 
Britain), Ltd. tion, is £21,101. The directors recommend, 
in addition to the interim dividends at the 
rate of 7 per cent. per annum on the preference and ordinary 
shares for the period ended September, 1920, final dividends at 
the rate of 7 per cent. for the half vear ended March, 1921, on 
102,007 preference shares, fully paid, and on 31,636 preference 
shares (12s. 6d. paid), plus interest at 7 per cent. per annum 
on payments in advance. During the year the company ac- 
quired the lease for 86 years of one of its factories situated at 
Carysfort Road, Stoke Newington, at a post of £5,500 as shown 
in the accounts. The saving in rental is £480 per annum, and 
the company's surveyor reported that the erection cost at the 
time of purchase would have amounted to £13,000 apart from 
the leasehold value of the ground. In May, 1920, the company 
offered for subscription to the shareholders 40.000 7 per cent. 
cumulative participating preference shares at par and 31,636 
were applied for and allotted. During the year the company 
completed the purchase of the additional manufacturing under- 
taking referred to in the circular letter of May, 1920. Meeting : 
June lst at the Works, at Holloway. 


The report for 1920 states that the greater 

The British part of the extensions to the Rugby works, 
Thomson: begun during 1919, was still uncompleted, 
Houston Co., owing to the various causes which had 
td. retarded building operations generally 
throughout the country. New buildings 

which had come into occupation at the Willesden works had 
materially increased their manufacturing facilities there. 
The changes which were necessary to make the Birmingham 
works suitable for their purposes were being carried into effect 
as rapidly as possible. The profits for the year, after deducting 
all expenses and charges other than interest on debentures 
and loans, and after making provision for all estimated taxa- 
tion for the year, were £470,470, plus £208.431 brought for- 
ward, making £678,901. From this there is deducted interest 
on debentures and loans, £179,990. There is to be appropriated 
for depreciations, reserves, &c., £210,000. The directors recom- 
mend that dividends be paid as below, leaving to carry forward 
£225,892. The dividends recommended are on the old and new 
shares for the respective times that they were outstanding dur- 
ing the year, and are as follows :—£400,000 old preference 
shares (since converted into ordinary shares) for eight months 
at 4 per cent., £10,667; £1.500.000 new preference shares for 
one month at 7 per cent. (free of income tax), £8,750; £400,000 


ordinary shares for 12 months at 6 per cent. (free of income: 


tax), £24,000 ; £773,500 ordinary shares for four months at 6 per 
cent. (free of income tax), £15,470; £526,500 ordinary shares 
for one month at 6 per cent. (free of income tax), £4,132; 
total, £63,019. In the last annual report the directors recom- 
mended that dividends aggregating £250,000 should be declared 
payable out of the capital reserve account. This was carried 
out by distributing £250,000 of £L ordinary shares, of which 
£210,009 represented accumulated dividends on the old prefer- 
ence shares, and £40,000 dividends on the old ordinary shares. 
It was also duly approved that the share capital of the com- 
pany be increased to £4,000,000; £2,000,000 in £1 ordinary 
shares, and £2,000,000 in £1 preference shares. Of the 
3,000,000 ordinary shares, 400,000 replaced the 40,000 ordinary 
shares then outstanding of the par value of £10 cach; 400,000 
replaced the 40,000 preference shares outstanding of the par 
value of £10 each; while 250,000 were distributed in respect of 
capital reserve account, as stated above, so that when these 
transactions were completed, ordinary shares to the extent of 
£1,050,000 had been issued, and there were no preference 
shares outstanding. During the year there were issued at par 
the balance of the ordinary shares, amounting to £950,000, 
thereby completing the total issue of £2,000.000 ordinary share 
capital. There were also issued during the year, at par, 
£1,500,000 preference shares, leaving £500,000 to be issued here- 
after. The directors have followed their usual practice of mak- 
ing reserves to cover risks in connection with bad debts and 
other contingencies. The directors record their high apprecia- 
tion of the manner in which all departments of the company 
have discharged their duties during the year. Pressure of 
work has been very heavy, notwithstanding the fact that to- 
wards the end of the year the volume of orders began to show 
signs of decreasing. Annual meeting : London, May 18th. 


The report for 1920 of the Ateliers de 
The Charleroi Constructions Electriques de Charleroi 
Electrical states that, thanks to their entirely modern 
Works. equipment, the works at Charleroi and 
Ruysbroeck were now able to deal with the 
whole domain of electrical manufacturing. The works con- 
structed the most varied types of machines from the motor 
of } h.p. to the most powerful alternator, together with all 
the necessary high and low-pressure apparatus. During the 
year the company embarked on the production of large motors 
of from 15,000 to 20,000 h.p. for the direct driving of rolling 
mill trains, which had formerly to be obtained by the iron 
and steel industry from other countries, and on the other hand, 
development took place in the construction of winding engines 
for collieries, and of sets of motor-driven centrifugal pumps 
for mine drainage. The bulk production of small motors 
was organised at the new works of Ruysbroeck, where was 
also installed the department for railway and mine signalling 
apparatus, which was capable of constructing apparatus for 
the electrical operation of signals and points for the most 
important railways. Concerning the cable factory the report 
mentions that to the manufacture of armoured cables forall 
pressures and of telephone cables, there was added the pro- 
duction of signalling cables with multiple conductors, while 
the productive capacity in rubher-covered wires and cables war 
notably increased. The orders booked in 1920 exceeded 
120,000,000 fr., and this permitted of the new year being 
begun with a well-stocked order book, which it was hoped 
would enable the company without too many difficulties to 
overcome the serious crisis through which the industry was 
passing at present. Including the balance of 909,000 fr. 
brought forward. the accounts show net profits of 10,996,000 
fr., permitting of the payment of a dividend at the rate of 
5 per cent. on the paid-up share capital from January 1st, 1914. 
to December 31st, 1920. The number of workneople emploved 
increased from 92,344 in December, 1919, to 3,600 in the same 
month of last vear, and the directors add that a pension fund 
has been established for the employés, the company paying 
in an amount equal to that paid by the workers. 


Mr. A. M. Quill presided at the annual 

Madras Electric meeting on May 4th. He said that a strike 
Tramways had prevailed from January 96th to Feb- 
(1904), Ltd. ruary 4th, and increased wages and allow- 
ances had been granted. One of the con- 

ditions of the settlement was that the employés would, under 
no circumstances, in the future, cease work without referring 
their grievance to the Labour Commissioner or other authority 
whom Government might appoint, should the management 
and the Tramway Union fail to reach a settlement themselves. 
They considered this arrangement of great value, but on the 
eve of the Duke of Connaught's visit to Madras, on January 
10th last. a complete stoppage of work again occurred without 
even a complaint being formulated. As similar measures were 
subsequently adopted in other parts of India, it was obvious 
that the stoppage was inspired by political motives. The 
management in Madras, having inquired the nature of the 
men's grievance, was informed that the union demanded the 
reinstatement of two men who had been discharged several 
months earlier. The records of these. men, however. showed 
that, if anvthing, they had been treated with too much in- 
dulgence. The appointment was also demanded of an official 
(in whose selection the union was to have some voice) through 
whom dismissals should only he made. It was. of course, 
impossible to share with the union any question of discipline, 
and in reply to a proposal to refer the questian to arbitration, 
the board indicated that while they were willing to refer 
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questions of wages, conditions of labour, or of principle to 
arbitration, they could not refer any question of management 
or discipline. Accordingly the strike went on until February 
20th, when the men returned to work unconditionally. The 
ellect of the stoppage would, of course, be reflected in the 
accounts for 1921. In addition to the strike early in 1920 a 
partial stoppage of the employés of the Madras Electric Supply 
Corporation, Ltd., which serves the tramways, occurred 
between May 26th and June 22nd, during which period they 
had a restricted service of cars running. Notwithstanding 
these labour difficulties, the trafic receipts for 1920 showed 
an increase of 16.6 per cent. on 1919. The balance from run- 
ning account, after providing for cost of muintenance and all 
expenses in Madras, was £40,593, compared with 426, 986 for 
1919. The increase was almost entirely accounted for by the 
difference in exchange. In fact, the entire increase of 16.6 
per cent. in traffic receipts was absorbed in increased cost of 
running, an experience Which was probably common to all 
tramway undertakings. In the latter part of last year the 
Madras Government authorised them to make increases in 
fares up to 50 per cent. It was decided to exercise these 
powers partially, and on March 14th last the three principal 
stages of As. J, 1, and 14 were increased to As. 4. 14. and 14 
respectively. There had not been time to obtain reliable data 
regarding the etfect of the increase. After reviewing the assets, 
the chairman said that the additions to the balance sheet 
amounted to £30,840, representing, chiefly, the Mount Road 
extension. They had practically completed their work, but 
until further progress had been made with the strengthenin 
and widening of the bridges by Government, the line could 
not be opened for traffic. 

Mr. J. G. B. Stone, presiding at the an- 
Indian Electric nual meeting, on May 4th, said that they 


Supply and had again increased the number of units 
Traction sold in all departments, except under the 
Co., Ltd. heading of special contracts, where, owing 


to the temporary stoppage of the mills due 
to labour unrest, they had a figure of 793,210 units, against 
1,110,000 units in the previous year. The total number of 
units for 1920 in all departinents was 4,334,724, against 
4,067,923. In spite of labour unrest and delay in getting the 
necessary renewals for machinery and plant delivered in 
Cawnpore, they had secured the best results so far obtained by 
the company. The results of their small tramway were slightly 
more satisfactory. Good progress had been made with the 
new power house in course of erection, and the new 6,000-kW 
plant was now in course of shipment. They hoped to have 
effective use of the station early in the new year. There was 
already a demand for the whole output. The profits in Cawn- 
pore showed an increase of Rs. 95,209. The earnings of the 
company were £35,188, against £27,932 in 1919. Of the 
increase £1,537 was due to the higher rate of exchange. The 
average rate of exchange for the year on remittances sent 
home was just over Is. 10d. 


Lord Ashfield presided at the annual 


London and meeting on the dth inst., at Westminster. 


Suburban He said that they had not had a successful 
Traction year. Tramways throughout the country 
Co., Ltd. reached an unremunerative condition some 


months ago, not through neglect or in- 
capacity in management, but due to the fact that while all 
payments had moved upwards with the rise in economic levels 
receipts had by the maximum powers legislation been held 
almost at the old level. The increases in fares authorised last 
year caused a steady advance in earnings. The traftic receipts 
of 1915 were £1,054,000; of 1919, £1,370,000; and 1920, 
£1.560,000, representing a growth in two years of 48 per cent. 
In the same period expenses only increased 46 per cent., so 
that there was a slight gain in net receipts. Now that ex- 
penses were once more falling, the tendency shown in these 
figures would become. much more marked, and the results 
much more satisfactory; as indeed the results for the first 
three months of this year indicated. While he would not 
like to commit himself to the statement that the tramwavs 
were now out of trouble, he confidently looked forward to 
some appreciable advancement in their fortunes, and he was 
confirmed in this expectation by the results which had come 
before him month by month since January of this year. The 
first three months of this year showed a substantial gain on 
the results for the three corresponding months of 1920. 


The net profit for the year 1990 «was 
£497,468, plus £123,225 brought forward, 
less £2,100 directors’ bonus voted last May. 
The preference dividend of 6 per cent., less 
tax, the second preference dividend of 5 per cent., less tax, and 
16 per cent. free of tax on the ordinary shares being provided 
for, £150.000 is to be put to reserve and £10,000 to the Staff 
Pension Fund, leaving 499.828 to carry forward. The exten- 
sions at the works to provide for greater output and to make 
good the reduction in output occasioned by the alteration in 
working time to 47 hours per week are now completed. This 
has entailed a large outlay. The output of the workmen is 
still on the average below pre-war standard, and the continual 
interruptions, through trade disputes, militate against the busi- 
ness. The coal strike has caused a stopnage of the works in 
certain departments. New offices at London and Renfrew have 
heen completed and occupied, and more workmen's dwellings 
have been completed during the year. New orders are just now 


Babcock & 
Wilcox, Ltd. 


somewhat difficult to obtain, owing to the high cost and the 
financial conditions that prevail. The construction of the large 
works of the Sociedad Espanola de Construcciones Babcock & 
Wilcox in Spain 1s now completed, and these works are in 
operation and well supplied with orders. 


Mr. Follet Holt presided over an extra- 


Pernambuco ordinary general meeting on the 6th inst. 
Tramways & at which a resolution was passed increas- 
Power Co. ing the borrowing powers of the company 


by £650,000. The war held up their opcra- 
tions, and i& was necessary to revise their position. More 
capital was required, and the fares must be increased to meet 
the additional labour costs and the fall in the milreis. In 
order to carry into effect the improved conditions of their 
concession they must complete the tramways to obtain im- 
proved fares. They had also to meet the indebtedness to 
their bankers and for essential materials supplied, whicn had 
accrued during the bad period through which they had passed, 
and also provide the funds for completing the lighting and 
power supply of the city, which was a most lucrative branch 
of their business. The electrification and equipment of the 
old steam tramline could not be delayed. In its present 
condition it was very expensive to operate and maintain, and 
electrification would bring immediate benefit. They had 
laboured under this burden of inadequate fares for the last 
six vears, but now saw daylight, and believed that with the 
completion of the works their revenue from all sources would 
place the future of the company on a progressive and satis- 
factory footing. In spite of adverse circumstances the tram- 
way and electric light and: power system had shown satis- 
factory expansion. In 1915 they carried 15,000,000 passengers 
and last year over 32,000,000. In the sume years the number 
of consumers of light and power had increased from 100, who 
consumed 175,000 units, to 3,000 consumers, who purchased 
24 million units. With normal exchange and normal values 
for fuel and material this expansion would have led thera to 
a very satisfactory revenue. ‘There was ample room for more 
development. The public wanted more cars and more light. 
and what the company wanted wus higher fares, and these 
they would obtain when they had carried out their share of 
the bargain. 
| The directors of the N.V. Hollandsche 
Dutch Wire & Draad en Kabelfabriek, of Amsterdam., re- 
Cable Works. porting on the past year, state that, owing 
to the developing depression, the results 
obtained in 1920 did not reach expectations. It was proposed 
to pay a dividend at the rate of 8 per cent. on the ordinary 
shares, as compared with 68 per cent. in 1919 (18 per cent. 
in cash and 50 per cent. in gratis shares). In forming an 
opinion of the amount of the dividend it was necessary 
to bear in mind in addition to the larger nominal 
capital, that the valuation of the stocks had been taken 
on the basis of pre-war prices, except in the case of 


rubber which, in consequence of the further fall in 
prices, had been entered at the lowest quotation in 
December. Through the return of former competitive condi- 


tions it was necessary, a8 before the war, to hold large stocks 
of manufactures in. order to be able promptly to effect de- 
liveries, both in Holland and abroad, and considerable amounts 
had, therefore, been written off the cost prices of these stocks 
by the operation of this method of valuation. As to the pre- 
sent and future development of the company, the directors 
point out that the depression prevailing in all markets, both 
in Holland and abroad, rendered it difficult to conclude new 
business, and in this connection it 1s submitted that leading 
foreign competitors had the advantage of easier labour regula- 
tions and lower exchange, and the cheaper labour costs asso- 
ciated with it, thus causing sale prices to be greatly depressed. 
On the other hand, the raw materials, which formed a con- 
siderable part of the value of the manufactures, were derived 
from countries having a sound currency, so that competition 
on unequal conditions remained limited to the costs of labour 
and general expenses. "The net profits amounted to 984,000 fr., 
as compared with 2,090,000 fr. in 1919. 


The shareholders in the A.B. Induktor 
have adopted a resolution to reconstruct 
the company. 

The accounts of the A.B. Elektrostalverk 
show a small loss for 1920, which has been carried forward. 

The report of the Elektriska A.B. Volta, which was recon- 
structed last year, states that the expectations of the passing 
away of the crisis which started after the conclusion of peace. 
of which indications manifested themselves in the later 
months of 1919, were completely disappointed during 193. 
The vear opened with & strike extending over two months. 
and this was not followed, as was expected. by an upward 
movement, but bv a depression in the second half which 
practically paralvsed all industries. The value of the turnover 
amounted to 1,900.000 kr.. as compared with 2.490.000 kr. in 
1919, and the stock of orders at the close of the year repre- 
sented 305.000 kr. Owing to the heavy fall in prices in all 
departments, considerable amounts were written off for depre- 
ciation of stocks and of machines (1.577.000 kr.), and the 
directors renort a loss of 2,995,000 kr. for the year on share 
canital of 6,500,000 kr. 

The directors of Nua Luth d Rosena Elektriska A.B.. of 
Stockholm, which is the successor of the old company which 
was liquidated in the spring of 1920, have issued their report 


Swedish 
Companies. 
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for last year. Although the undertaking was taken over by 
the new company as from the beginning of 1920, the new 
management first started its activity in June. ‘The report 
states that the economic situation. was found at that time to 
have become worse for the company, partly on account of the 
strike at the workshops for two months in the first quarter of 
the year, and partly because orders had to be accepted in the 
second half of 1919 to a great extent at prices below the costs of 

production with the object of ensuring continuity of working in 
the shops. "These orders had to be executed in 1920 when the 
cost of labour and materials was considerably higher. Under 
these circumstances it was a commanding necessity for the new 
management to undertake a thorough reconstruction and cur- 
tailment of the administration which had swollen out to an 
excessive extent during the favourable situation of trade, and 
also to adopt measures for reducing the general expenses. In 
connection with this the company's branches and subsidiaries 
were reorganised, of which the report gives particulars. At 
the same time special attention was devoted to increasing the 
productive capacity of the shops in Stockholm and ot the 
foundry at Eskilstuna. All these measures rendered it pos- 
sible to equalise the losses incurred in the first half of the 
year, which closed with net profits of 19,066 kr., which sum 
has been carried forward to 1921. 


Rangoon Electric Tramway & Supply Co., Ltd.—As from 
April 1st, 1920, the control of this company was transferred 
to Rangoon. The accounts for 1920 show a gross profit, in- 
cluding transfer fees, &c., of £99,663, and after providing for 
debenture charges, allowing £3,115 for depreciation of sundry 
assets in Rangoon, transferring 427.500 to reserve for re- 
newals, paying £4,150 Indian income tax, and deducting other 
charges, the net profit is £37,642. The directors recommend 
a dividend on the ordinary shares of Rs. 1-8 per share for the 
year (free of all income tax to shareholders domiciled in India 
or Burma), leaving £9,302 to be carried forward, against £4,360 
brought in. Owing to fluctuation in the rate of Indian ex- 
change, the board took counsel’s opinion regarding the pay- 
ment of dividends, and were advised that these payments 
could only be paid legally at the current rate of exchange. 
Since then dividends have been so calculated. It is on this 
account that the present dividend recommended on the ordi- 
nary shares will be declared in rupee currency. Warrants 


for the dividend on the ordinary shares will be posted in 


Rangoon on May 3lst.—Daily Telegraph. 


Jarrow & District Electric Traction Co., Ltd.—Total re- 
venue for 1920 £16,532, an increase of £505. After deducting 
expenses, and adding £4,620 brought forward, the balance is 
47,215. A dividend of 5 per cent. is to be paid on the ordi- 
nary shares, and £4,219 carried forward. The price of elec- 
tricity supplied to that portion of the company's undertaking 
within the borough of South Shields was increased to 1.75d. 
per unit ae from April 1st, 1920. The South Shields Corpora- 
tion having refused to entertain the company's proposal for 
mutual through-running of cars on the tramways of the 
Corporation and the company, the Minister of Transport has 
been requested to exercise his powers under Section 5 of the 
Ministry of Transport Act, 1919, to order through-running, 
and, in default of agreement between the Corporation and 
the company, to settle the terms of such through-running. 


Stock Exchange Notices.—The Committee has ordered 
the undermentioned to be officially quoted :— 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne Electric Supply Co.— £500,000 44 per 
5 consolidated first mortgage debenture stock (redeein- 
able). 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—134,834 5 
per cent. preference shares (non-cumulative) of £l each, fully 
paid, Nos. 1,359,502 to 1,442,951 and 1,443,952 to 1,495,335. 

London Electric Supply Corporation, Ltd.—£100,000 4 per 
cent. first mortgage debenture stock (redeemable). 

Yorkshire Electric Power Co.—80,306 ordinary shares of 
£10 each, fully paid, Nos. 1 to 45,380, 45,501 to 53,208, 53,302 
to 53,343, 53,499 to 54,498, 55,396 to 65,353, and 66,254 to 
89,576; and £230,000 53 per cent. redeemable debenture 
stock. 

Application has been made to the Committee to allow the 
following to be officially quoted:— 

English Electric Co.—£1,250,000 8 per cent. six-year secured 
notes. 


Gateshead & District Tramways Co.—Total revenue for 
1990 £125,238. After deducting expenses, including £3,000 
for renewals, and adding 43.659 brought forward, the balance 
is £35,595, out of which £10,215 is put to reserves, and £3,034 
to mortgage sinking fund. The preference dividends of 6 per 
cent. and 5 per cent. are paid, and 10 per cent. 1s recommended 


on the ordinary shares, carrying forward £2,018. Capital ex- 


pended during the year, £22,721. 


Adelaide Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Interim dividend on 
the ordinary shares for the half-year at the rate of 12 per 
cent. per annum., free of British tax. 


Switzerland.—The Société pour l'Industrie de la Schappe, 
of Basle, is declaring & dividend of only 8 per cent. for last 
year, as compared with 20 per cent. in 1919. 


New Steel Works in Índia.—At the annual meeting of 
Messrs. Fairbairn, Lawson, Combe, Barbour, Ltd., last week. 
the chairman referred to the works that through a specially 
formed company they were putting down in India. Consider- 
able progress had been made with these Indian works, though, 
for reasons beyond their control, and principally delay in the 
delivery and fabrication of the necessary constructional steel 
work, progress had not been quite so rapid as they would 
have desired. The cost, however, would exceed what they, 
relying necessarily on expert advice from, and estimates pre- 
pared by consulting engineers acquainted with Indian condi- 
tions, had anticipated. In addition to increases on these esti- 
mates, they had to reckon with the fall in the rupee. They 
were assured that these works, when completed, would be 
the finest in India, and they believed that they would have 
a great future. They would be under the expert management 
of Major Alan Combe, who was brought up at their Belfast 
establishment. 


Bath Electric Tramways, Ltd.—Mr. J. B. Hamilton pre- 
sided at the annual meeting on May 5th. He said it was 
inevitable if business was to continue that costs would have to 
be reduced, and as the cost of living came down wages must 
also do so. They received permission last July to increase 
fares, and the result was an advance of £7,900, but this was 
not sufficient to off-set the extra cost of wages and materials. 
Fuel alone during the vear cost over 94 per cent. more than 
in the previous year. though the tonnage consumed was less. 
A short time ago they adapted their furnaces at the power 
station so as to burn a lower grade fuel. The accounts this 
vear did not include the motor business and foundry, these 
having been transferred to a separate companv. It was ex- 
ceedingly difficult to make any forecast as to the future. 


Craigpark Electric Cable Co., Ltd.—During the vear 
ended March 31st, there was a net profit of 415.677 after 
providing for E.P.D. and corporation tax, plus £2,926 brought 
forward, making £18,603. Out of this £9.000 is put to de- 
preciation of buildings and machinery, £6.000 to reserve; 6 ner 
cent. is paid on the preference shares for the year, requiring 
£2,850; a dividend of 124 per cent. is to be naid on the ordinarv 
shares, absorbing 44.687; leaving £3,066 to carry forward. 
subject to pavment of directors’ fees. The death is recorded 
of Mr. Donald Maclean, who was recently appointed a 
managing director, after serving with the company since its 
inception. Meeting held at Glasgow yesterday. 


Northern General Transport Co., Ltd.—The company 
possesses a fleet of 109 motor vehicles, and the gross traffic 
receipts again show an increase. chieflv due to the larger 
number of vehicles in service. The investments in the Gates- 
head, Tynemouth, and Jarrow electric traction companies 
stand in the books at cost (£405.812). Dividends for the year 
6 per cent. on the preference and 10 per cent. on the ordinary 
shares; carried forward, £17,853. 


Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd.—A final dividend is recom- 
mended of Is. per share, making 10 per cent. for 1920. free of 
tax. The directors propose to increase the authorised capital 
by the creation of 1,000,000 10 per cent. £1 cumulative prefer- 
ence shares and to issue 300,000 of the same to all the existing 
shareholders by way of bonus, in the proportion of one fully- 
paid preference share for every five shares held. 


Tynemouth & District Electric Traction Co., Ltd.—After 
paying 5 per cent. on the cumulative preference shares for 
the vear and 10 per cent. on the ordinary, £8,794 is to be 
carried forward. | 


Submarine Cables Trust.—Net revenue for the year ended 
April 15th £35,059, plus £67 brought forward. After providing 
£9,195 to meet payment of the coupons, £25,905 has been 
transferred to redemption fund, leaving £19 to carry forward. 


Melbourne Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Interim dividend 
on the consolidated ordinary stock for the half-vear at the 
rate of 10 per cent. per annum, free of British tax. 


Western Union Telegraph Co.—Dividend of 1} per cent., 
less tax, on the common stock for the quarter. 


Cleveland & Durham Electric Power Co.—After putting 
£5,000 to reserve and paving £32,665 to debenture interest, 
&c., £5,360 is to be carried forward. 


Swansea Improvements & Tramways Co.—Dividend on 
9S4 preference shares at the rate of 6 per cent. for 1920, and 
on 4,016 preference shares at the rate of 5 per cent., carrying 
forward £2,099. 


Newcastle-upon:Tyne Electric Supply Co.—Messrs. Lazard 
Bros. & Co.. Ltd., have purchased £250,000 44 per cent. first 
mortgage debenture stock in this company at 70 per cent., and 
they are offering it for sale at 711 per cent., less a brokerage 
of 4 per cent. 


Anglo-Argentine Tramways Co., Ltd.—The directors re- 
commend (subject to audit) the payment of a dividend of 
51 per cent. on the cumulative second preference shares in 
satisfaction of the arrears to December 3lst, 1916. 
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STOCKS AND SHARES. 


Turspay EVENING. 
THE Stock Exchange had been looking forward to an early 
settlement of the coal strike, but Tuesday afternoon's markets 
were disturbed by extraordinary rumours as to the possibility 
of there being an immediate extension of the -trouble which 
might involve railwaymen and the transport workers. The 
ellect was to dim a brightness which has been fairly general 
over the markets. It brought down the prices of the War 
l.oan and of oil shares, thus upsetting investment and specula- 
tive securities alike. The coming of Whitsun has combined 
with these rumours to circumscribe the volume of business, 
and the Stock Exchange once more adopts a waiting attitude. 

This week's introduction of the Railway Bill in the House 

served as a strengthening factor in advance, its effect being 
particularly noticeable upon the Undergrounds. District ordi- 
nary stock has gone up to 17, and Underground Electric £10 
shares rose 7s. 6d. to 22, while the Income Bonds strengthened 
to 7343. Central London stocks are better. London General 
Oinnibus 44 per cent. debenture is up 1 to 68. London and 
Suburban Traction ordinary went back to half-a-crown. 
—. Doubtless the details of the Bill will be public property 
before these notes are published, but it inay be of interest to 
recall that the Stock Exchange expectation in regard to the 
railway grouping was that all the London (local) lines would 
be merged into one group, the idea being that, by such means, 
working expenses would be reduced, competition lessened, and 
savings eflected in various ways. So far as the tubes are con- 
cerned, this particular aspect of the matter will scarcely come 
into play, because competition has been practically eliminated, 
and it may be reasonably assumed that working expenses can 
scarcely be reduced except through the medium of a fall in 
wages. The railway companies have already come to a pre- 
liminary and amicable arrangement with their men, on the 
wages question, when de-control of the raiiway industry shall 
take place 1 August. It is, indeed, this aspect of the matter 
which has helped to strengthen prices as much as anything 
else. 

With the possibility of cheaper money, investment stocks are 
still in demand. Central Electric Notes have advanced to 4 
premium. City of London Electric new preference are 9d. pre- 
mium, and the new ordinary stand at Is. 3d. premium. Other 
new issues which have come out just lately are decidedly 
better. The Auckland 64 per cents. offered not long ago at 
100 are 31 premium, and the appetite of the public for such 
investments is insistent. Debenture stocks of all kinds, and 
preference shares as well, are brought into the survey of those 
who have money to put into Stock Exchange securities. The 
strike-extension fears laid a check upon the buoyancy that gave 
5 developing, but prices of these stocks are well main— 
tained. 

It is worth noticing that, within the last few days, attention 
has turned to the shares of the various Indian electric con- 
cerns. There are not many of these; nor is there any appre- 
ciable amount of floating stock on offer. The buying move- 
ment has already reduced the available amount of stock in the 
market, and of the following quotations it may be said that, 
while we take the middle prices in the Stock Exchange Official 
List, a seller of to-day would probably find it no difficult 
matter to realise at these figures, while purchasers would have 
to give more, provided they were able to get the shares at all. 
These are some of the chief shares quoted :— 


Calcutta Electric Supply ordinary ... js eT 4$ 
Calcutta Electric Supply preference dos a 33 
Calcutta Electric Trams ordinary... " 4i 
Calcutta Electric Trams 5 per cent. preference .. 93 
Calcutta Electric Trams 44 per cent. debenture .. 844 
Delhi Electric ordinary ee m NN 7 78. 
Delhi Electric preferred oT dis ie 5 88. 
Indian Electric Supply ordinary — ... NS lds. 
Indian Electric Supply 7 per cent. preference 16s. 3d 
Madras Electric Supply : . . 13s. 6d 
Madras Electric Supply 6 per cent. preference en 13s. 
Madras Electric Tramways 6 per cent. preference 23 


Madras Electric Tramways 5 p.c. debenture stock 844 


London electricity supply shares are all steady, and business 
is very quiet pending more definite development in connection 
with tbe Electricity Supply Bill. Those who are interested 
in the market are watching, of course, with close attention 
the various phases of the 1921 Bill, and further interest has 
been aroused by the combating of the idea that the Bill seeks 
nationalisation, or even semi-nationalisation, of the industry. 
A memorandum prepared by Mr. Leslie Gordon, hon. secre- 
tary to the Conference of Local Authorities owning electricity 
undertakings in Greater London, sets up a useful standard 
at which the Bill should aim, namely, to ‘‘ stop the wasteful 
system of persisting in an inefficient and costly supply in 
many parts of the area by excessive capital expenditure on 
existing unsuitable generating stations.’ 

Chelsea ordinary at 3} and Charing Cross preference at 3 are 
both à up. County of London 4} per cent. first debenture 
and second debenture at 674 and 664 are about a couple of 
points higher. 

Siemens shares improved to 95s. middle. The company an- 
nounces a final dividend. making 10 per cent. free of tax for 
the year. 


At the same time it is announced that powers are 


to be sought, at the meeting on May 28rd, for the creation of 
one million 10 per cent, preference shares, of which 300,64) 
are to be offered as a bonus to holders of the ordinary shares 
in the proportion of one preference to five ordinary now held 
The news came as a surprise, and, at first blush, the market 
was not altogether pleased at the idea of an amount so sub- 
stantial being placed in front of the ordinary capital. Cromp- 
tons at 108. 3d. are ls. 3d. to the good. 

Babcock & Wilcox are a little easier at 2 7/16, and English 
Electrics lost 6d. at 13s., although the preference at 14s. 6d. 
are better. Telegraph Constructions hardened to 203, and the 
Cable group throughout is very firm, with rises in Anglo- 
American deferred, Eastern ordinary, Globes and Eastern Ex- 
tension shares. Marconi's, after being 2 11/16, reacted to 2. 
the preference shares being quoted at the same figure, while 
Marconi Marines are 288. 9d. News from Mexico is a little 
more definite, but e various utility bonds and shares have 
not moved. The chairman of the Mexican Railway Co., who 
has recently returned from a visit to the country, reports that 
the capital presents a more prosperous appearance than af any 
time during the last twenty years. The United States Senate 
is again considering the question of recognising the present 
Government of Mexico, but it is assumed that a good deal 
more money will have to be spent before existing plant can be 
regarded as up-to-date and adequate. 

The rubber market is lifeless, and amongst armament shares 
a drop in Vickers to 13s. 3d. stands out as conspicuous after 
the previous rise to 14s. in the price of the shares. The iron 
and steel group had been tolerably firm until the rumours 
already mentioned in the first paragraph came into circulation. 
These caused slight reactions in most of the leading prices. 


SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES, 
Home ELECTRICITY COMPANIES. 
Dividend Prioe 


— May 10, Yield. 
1919. 1920. 1921. Rise or fall. p.o 
Brompton Ordinary.. . 12 12 6 — £10 0 0 
Charing Criss Ordinary q 8 84 — 10 6 6 
do. do. do. a Pret.. 4$ 47 8 + è 7:0 6 
Chelsea.. 4 6 84 + 9 4 8 
City of London 18 14 1 — 11 16 0 
do. do. 6 per dent. Pref... 6 6 17/- — 113 
County of London .. 8 B 78 — 10 910 
do. do. 6 per cent. Pret... 6 6 8 — 110 0 
Kensington Ordinary ‘ 7 9 4$ — 10 18 3 
London Electric  .. 24 24 1 — 710 0 
do. do. S per cent, Pret. . 6 86 " — 10 18 2 
Metropolitan . „ 6 7 R +4 10 714 
do. 44 per cent. Pret, eO 143 42 8j, — 710 
Bt. James' and Pall Mall . . 19 12 6 — 10 0 0 
South Metropolitan "Pret.. is 7 q 15/9 — 8 17 10 
Westminster Ordinary  .. ee 10 10 53 — 915 8 
TELEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES, 
1918 1919 
Anglo-Am. Tel. rud x oe 6 6 784 — 7 12 10 
do. Det.. a .. 88/6 12 16 + } 976 
Chile Telephone de ix T 8 6 tj — 6 6 8 
Cuba Sub. Ord. ee ee ee 7 7 Th Y . 9 6 8 
Eastern Extension +. 10 10 161 +b 623 
Eastern Tel. Ord. .. = ee 8 10 1623 +1 6 8 0 
Globe Tel. and T, Orð. .. . 8 10 16% +h 62 3 
do. do. Pref, eo 6 6 9 a: 6 18 4 
Great Northern Tel. A „ 32 23 293 + 2 918 1 
Indo-European T T .. 18 10 80 +33 8 6 8 
Marconi „ 925 95 28 — — 
Oriental Telephone Ord. .. 10. 12 i — 5 18 0 
United R. Plate Tel. oe sx 8 8 — 6 10 8 
West India and Panama .. .. 1/8 Nil E? — Nil. 
Western Telegraph.. T" ‘ee 8 10 164 — *6 18 
Home RAILS. 
1919 1920 
Centra! London Ord. 5 là 2l +1 E 5 i 
tropolitan .. é — 
ni “do o. Distri Nil Nil 17 11 Nil 
Underground Electric ordinary Ni! Nil 9i + Nil 
do. do. “a” ., Ni Nil 7 147. Nil 
do. do. Income. 4 2 73 111 914 5 
ForEIGN Trams, &0O. 
1913 17 » 10 
Anglo- Trams, First Pref. .. Ni — 
do: = do. "and Pref. .. Nil Ni 8 — Nil 
do. do. 5% Deb. 2s 6 5 614 +9 8 98 
Brazil Tractions Nil Nil Bt — Nil 
British Columbia Elec. Rly. Píce. 5 5 55 — 9 110 
do. do. Preferred 24 5 54 — *8 14 0 
do. do. Deferred Nu 8 51 — 11 17 6 
do. do. Deb. 41 — 7 5 4 
Mexico Trams 5 per cent. Bonds.. 9 Ni Nil 42 — Nil 
do. 6 per cent. Bonds.. Nil Nil 9 — Nil 
Mexican Light Common .. .. Ni Ni 11 — Nil 
do. Pref. T .. Nil Nil 18 — Nil 
do. lst Bonds .. .. Nil Nil 68% — Nil 
MANUFACTURING COMPANIES. 
Babcock & Wilcox .. T .. 15 16 21 — ġ 6 9 0 
British Aluminium Ord, .. .. 10 10 16/3 — 13 6 3 
British Insulated ora se .. 1% 15 là — 912 0 
Callenders  .. i và . 25 15 1 — 10 0 0 
64 Pref, .. sè 2 64 64 17/6 — 781 
Crompton Ord. is ay .. 10 10 . 16/8 tà 12 6 3 
Edison-Swan .. i ix .. 10 10 127- — — 
do. do. 5 per cent. Deb. .. 5 5 70 — 7 210 
Electric Construction iz .. 10 10 177 — 1115 4 
English Electrio  .. ss e. — 8 13/- —êd. 19 6 2 
Do. Pref, as 2x p 63 the + 6d. 2 1 M 
en. Elec. Pref. ^. ic và aJ. — 
á do. Ord. m T .. 10 10 23/9 - $d. *8 8 0 
Henley ee ee ee 9b 15 ve — 10 8 8 
do. Yih Pret. Fea Ss vs 4) 43 — 6 18 6 
India Rubber vs m . 10 10 — — 
Met.-Vickers Pref, .. ix e. — 8 114 - 9 9 8 
Siemens Ord. aa 2s .. 10 10 1 + : *8 0 0 
Telegraph Gon, «wwe .. 20 20 d ^ + *518 ( 


~ 
* 
* 


* Dividends paid tree of Income Tex. 
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" SUBMARINE CABLE TELEGRAPHY. 
. Oscillatory Circuit Signal Conditions: Some Graphs, Tables, and Scales. 


..By EDWARD RAYMOND-BARKER. 


E 

. 28. Already the thought will have occurred to the 
reader that, considering the unsymmetrical sequence of 
electrical + and — impulses involved, in the use of the 
customary. equal-time dot-dash cable code for message 
traffic through a long submarine cable, the obtaining from 
the sending battery and transmitter, of an unfailing series of 
complete cycles or waves of alternate -- and — eign, under 
the conditions here described, clearly is impoesible. Like- 
wise in the double-current Morse style of signalling now 
(in order to simplify Creed auto-typing requirements at 
terminals) coming extensively into use on certain amplifier- 


and-relay-linked cables, there certainly is a succession of , 


current reversals, but the said sequence is unsymmetrical 
owing to the difference of duration in “ dashes,’ as com- 
pared with “ dots.” m 

24. The fact is that only in General Squier's method of 
transmission with an unbroken current of alternating sine- 
wave electrical impulses, is an unfailing succession of com- 
plete cycles present. These regularly alternating sine- 
wave impulses of rigidly uniform and equal time value, con- 
stitute a system of symmetry absolute, excepting in so far 
as amplitude is varied in falfilment of General Squier’s 
conditions for control of “dot,” “ dash,” and space.” 

25. Here, one may mention that, in general practice, in 
the working of a cable, or series of cables, linked by Brown, 
Muirhead, “ Dipper,” or other cable relays, a test slip, or 
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FIG. 3. 


Perforated band, to enable all stations to make any re- 
adjustments necessary, is occasionally run through a 
terminal transmitter. One of the main features of the said 
test slip which includes various standard types or series of 
signals, is a long series of reversals, each positive signal, 
and its corresponding negalive reversal (or vice versa), 
constituting—as has been shown—a complete wave or 
cycle (~). 

. When Squier’s unbroken alternating sine-wave current 
is the medium of signal transmission, special. test slips are 
no longer necessary, the reason being that, in this system, 
the cable is ever “alive” and pulsating with equal-time 
+ and — alternations varying in amplitude, but always 
constituting a truly symmetrical frequency. Fig. 3 is a 
graph showing the formation, in Squier' true sine-wave 
alternations, of the letters A P." Fig. 4 also gives time- 
values for corresponding ordinary square-top impulse 
battery transmission, with earth intervals shown normal 
—though these last may be adjustable and varied, as in 
Muirhead’s auto-transmitters. 

26. True it is that Squier's excellent transmission con- 
ditions are, to a certain very limited extent, approached by 
John Gott’s 2-power inverse-current method*, in which 
equal-time contact signals alternate in polarity, but vary 
in amplitude. In another field of work Pierre Picardf had 


. * See.“ Alternating-Current Cable Telegraphy, by E. R.-B. in 
the ELECTRICAL REVIEW, August 20th, 1916. 
+ fee The Sounder in Submarine Telegraphy, by E. R.-B. in 
the ELECTRICAL REVIEW, February 28th. 1913. 


(Continued from p. 576.) 


previously obtained relative symmetry by his momentary“ 
impulse electrical alternations respectively at start and at 
finish of each contact signal, whether long or short, with 
zero potential intervals—a system which revolutionised the 
working on many submarine cables of moderate KR, and 
brought into being, inter alia, the Paris-Algiers multiplex 
Baudot.{ One does not like to dogmatise on these matters, 
but one would have thought Picard” would be very 
usefully suitable under circumstances as sketched in the 
Jatter portion of 23. 

27. Coming now to “a” (paragraphs 7, a, b, and c), 
one is faced with the desirability of synchronic coincidence 
between (a) the sending station’s frequency in terms of com- 
plete cycles transmitted per second—which, in 20, we have 
seen to be I.p.m. — 30 — and (b) the natural period of 
free electrical oscillations in the receiving oscillatory 
system at the other end of the cable, as shown in fig. 5 
(simplex connections) and fig. 6 (duplex connections). 

28. In the electrical oscillatory circuits embodied in 
figs. 5 and 6, the main factors to be considered are K = 
capacity, in microfarads, of receiving condenser, and L = 
inductance in henries of a Brown, a Heartley, or a Muirhead 
inductance shunt. Regarding other symbols, H.R.8. = 
high resistance shunt on K ; 8 R = series resistance (non- 
„ added to L; R = receiver; 8 = receiving 
shunt. 


AMPLITUDES :- 


Fia. 4. 


99. Admirably illustrated and tabulated matter cognate 
to the mutually influential action and co-operation between 
K and L — as well as to the parallelism to be found 
between electrical and corresponding mechanical condi- 
tions — is to be found in Chapters II, III, IV and V of 
Dr. C. V. Drysdale’s “The Foundations of Alternate 
Current Theory." 5 

30. All that is required now, for comparison with the 
signalling frequency “‘/.y.m. — 80” given in 20, is an 
expression giving the frequency of electrical oscillations 
(~ per second) present in the oscillatory circuit of recep- 
tion, as shown in fig. 5 and fig. 6. Frequency, under these 
conditions, is the reciprocal of T the natural period, in 
fraction of a second, of each complete oscillation or cycle ~. 

31. Dr. H. W. Malcolm, on p. 62 of his book, The 
Theory of the Submarine Telegraph Cable,"| mentions that 
“The natural period of the free oscillations is fixed by the 
constants of the circuit. Let T be the. periodic time; then— 


T/YVKI 2 2 1 and T = 2 1 VKL” 
82. Or T ——. , when K is expressed in farads. 
- T 
00 YKL 
1,000 x 1/2 r 
as it will be in this instance—in microfarads. 


33. OrT = » when K is expressed— 


t See letter from Mr. H. H. Harrison, in The Electrician, April 
25th. 1913. : 

$ London, Edward Arnold, 1910. 

|| Benn Bros., Ltd., 8, Bouverie Street, E.C. 4. 
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34. The frequency of the oscillations (~) per second — 
" stated in $0—will be the reciprocal of T the periodic 

me. | 

85. So this frequency "009 XIP x, 

86. We are now able—in fulfilment of conditions and 
mene mentioned in 30—to state the proportion 
thus :— 


l. p. m.: 80 :: 1,000 x 1/27:VKL 


37. This proportion enables one to obtain L in henries 
suitable for a given k in microfarads, or vice versá, 

88. In the first instance, let K be fixed. It is required 
to know, for a given K and for a given signalling speed in 
l p.m., what is the self-induction or inductance which, in 


Fic. 5. TABLE II. 
co-operation with K, will give in the electrical oscillatory 
circuit of reception a frequency equal to the signalling 
frequency. a" 

39. . p. m.: 30 :: 1,000 X 1/2”: V KL, 

40. I. p. m. X V I. = 30 X 1, 000 x 1/2 r. 

Dividing both sides by J. p. m., 

— 30 x 1,000 x 1/2 x 
41. Jf K L = Zim. 
42. Squaring both sides and dividing both sides by k, 


„„ 


K l.p.m. 
eL (5) kanro: 
K J. p. m. 


48. In the second instance, let L be fixed, while one 
requires to know the inductive capacity in microfarads k, 
which, in co-operation with L, and with a given signalling 
speed in J.. m., will give, in the electrical oscillatory circuit 


CABLE. 


TO 
TRANSMITTER) 
——uy— 


FId. 6. 


of reception, a frequency equal to the signalling frequency. 
44. Reverting to 42: By dividing both sides by L, and 
proceeding as before, one obtains :— 
7X3 
45. K = z Ee 7 microfarads. 
LI. p.m 
AAT 


46. Obviously the expression ( 79^ y may be worked 


out once and for all for every conceivable value of /.p.m. that 
possibly may be required. The several numerical equiva- 
lents may be tabulated for future use and reference, as 
shown in Table IT. Any one of these equivalentg, on being 
divided by any particular K (or multiplied by the corres- 
ponding reciprocal, as most convenient for slide-rule work) 
will give the required L. Likewise, dividing it by a known 
L will give the required x. 

47. Table III gives, for speeds 100, 200 and 300 / p.m, 
the relative inductances L severally for nine different 
capacities K. 

48. Table IV gives, for speeds 100, 200, and 800 J. v. m., 
relative capacities K severally for nine different induct- 
ances L. 

49. These tables may be used conversely. 


s A p shoe [a cio 
2 err die T e] 
teat ail soem d ERIT 


9-499 . 
8.1418 | 3-6186 


TABLE III. TABLE IV. 


50. A bcoklet of tables, on the model of. Tables II. III. 
and 1V, may be worked out and compiled, suitable for ary 
possible requirements that may arise in the wcrking of 
any cable station, or any chain of cables. 


51. Figures at the base of Tables III and 1V illustrate 
how the product of the correct K and L for any given 
oscillatory frequency, at any given signalling speed, is 
always a certain fixed value. A curve illustrating this is 
shown in fig. 7, in which ordinates are l. v. , ard abecissæ 
the uniform sequence of producta K L. 


(To be concluded.) 


Belgian Electrical Progress.—In the report of the 
Société des Ateliers de Constructions Electriques, of Charleroi, 
for last year, which has just been issued, it is stated that the 
company is now giving employment to 3,600 workmen, as 
against only 2,443 when the war broke out in August, 1914. 
The works are now turning out all classes of electrical material 
from motors of 4 h.p. up to generators and motors of no less 
than 15.000 to 20,000 h.p., the latter being a development 
in connection with the electrical driving of rolling mills in 
iron and steel works, these large motors for the metallurgical 
industry in Belgium having hitherto been imported.  De- 
velopments have also taken place during the past year in 
connection with the construction of electric welding. engines 
and pumps for collieries, electric signalling apparatus for 
railways and mines, while extensions have also taken place 
in the cable factory where all types of electrical and telephone 
cables are now being produced. 
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THE DAYSOHMS LOW-PRESSURE A.C. 
WELDER. 


On the invitation of Messrs. Daysohms, Ltd., we recently 
visited their laboratory to see a demonstration of their new 
arc-welding set, which is a development of the Daysohms 
automatic current limiting regulators already described in our 
pages. 

For the purpose of electric arc welding it is not necessary 
that the current should be mechanically regulated through its 
whole range, as shown in the previous descriptions of the 
regulators. To enable an arc to be struck and subsequently 
drawn out with as little as 50 volts on open circuit, it is 
essential that for an instant, when the arc is being struck, 
there should be very little choke in series, but as soon as the 
arc is established a relatively greater choke must be introduced 
5 series to stabilise it, and keep the current within the desired 
imits. 

In the case of hand- operated electrodes it is impossible to 
maintain exact current and voltage values, through and 
across the arc. Under the same electrical conditions the 
average values of these factors will vary with various makes 
of electrodes, various thicknesses of work with the same elec- 
trode, and also with various operators doing the same work 
with the same type of electrode. Also, owing to the unavoid- 
able variation of the length of the arc due to the hand of 
the most skilled operator, and a bubbling of the molten metal 
and slag forming the terminals of the arc, and also owing 
to the inherent tendency of an arc to set up rapid variations 
of its own, the instantaneous variations of the voltage wave 
across the arc vary widely from the impressed voltage wave. 
Rapid variations of a duration of 1/2,000th sec. and less have 
been observed with an oscillograph. 

It is also impossible for an operator to maintain an arc and 
read an ammeter at the same time, without varying the current 
he is taking from that he would be taking when only welding. 

In consequence of the above facts, 1t is considered quide un- 
necessary to install either a voltmeter or an ammeter provided 
a regulator which can be simply and continuously set between 
the maximum and minimum current values is used. Under 
these circumstances the weld itself is the best indicator of 
whether the correct electrical values are being used. 

In the Daysohms low-pressure a.c. arc welder there is one 
adjustment only, the hand-screw shown in fig. 1. A fraction 
of a turn frees the screw, and it may then be slid up or down 
the slot and clamped at any point, turning the average value 
of the current down or up precisely as a gas flame may be 
varied. 

The construction and operation of the machine is as follows: 
The electromagnetic portion consists of a stator and rotor 


Fia. 1.—Tu£. DAYSOHMS A.C. WELDER. 


wound as a two-pole machine; the stator and rotor windings 
are connected in series with one another and in series with 
the arc. There are rather more turns on one member than 
on the other. In one position of the rotor, when the stator 
and rotor coils are all in one plane, the choke introduced in 
the circuit is due to the difference between the stator and 
rotor windings, and is quite small; this is the position for 
striking the arc. When current flows there is a torque set 
up between the rotor and the stator. This torque is to some 
extent counterbalanced by a fixed spring, and the speed at 
which the rotor can turn is regulated by a fixed dash-pot. 

If the rotor can revolve 180 deg. the choke increases as it 
turns until it reaches a value due to the sum of the turns 
on the stator and rotor windings, and the current and pres- 
sure across the arc are reduced to the lowest value; the amount 
to which this reduction can take place is set by the position 
of the hand screw. 


This hand screw terminates in a pin projecting into the 


case, against which an arm fixed to the rotor shaft can engage; 
ihe position of the pin fixes the angle through which the 
rotor can rotate, and, therefore, the amount to which the 
current will be reduced. This is the only adjustment. 

On striking the arc, a very considerable torque is set up 
between the rotor and stator, and the rotor would deflect 
80 rapidly that there would not be time to volatilise the small 
bit of electrode required to set up tlie arc; a dash-pot is, 
therefore, provided to control the speed at which the armature 
deflects, and as the torque at striking is the same, irrespective 
of the ultimate current that the regulator is set for, the 
dash-pot is set, and does not require any regulation. 

This dash-pot, however, plays a more important part in 
the regulation; the piston is provided with a valve so that it 
retards the rotor in one direction only, and it is free to return 
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Fic. 2.—MECHANISM OF WELDER. 


as rapidly as possible to the zero position under the pull 
of the controlling spring, with the result that when the arc 
is struck the pressure across it is reduced at a speed controlled 
by the dash-pot, but if, owing to the spluttering of the arc, 
its resistance is suddenly raised, the rotor can drop back and 
raise the voltage, catching the arc, as it were, before it goes 
out. 

At the time of our visit various electrodes were employed, 
and excellent results were obtained, demonstrating that the 
welder was capable of working with 40 to 60 volts on open 
circuit, according to the type of electrodes used. Once set 
to suit & particular job, the welder needs no attention, and 
several welders can be fed from a single transformer. 


Russian Industry under the Bolshevist Rule.— The 
Russian railways are in a disastrous condition; on all sides is 
to be noted the lack of fuel and rolling stock. The track and 
bridges are in a shameful state. Renairs to track are made 
from material removed from branch-lines or even from other 
main-lines. Passenger trains run at a speed of 5 to 14 kilo- 
metres per hour. The Government has installed locomotive 
works at Sormorow, Kolumnad, and Brjansk, steel-plate works 
at Wykas, and wagon shops at Twer and Moscow. These 
works have promised to undertake a definite amount of work 
during a certain period. The Sormorow plant, for example, 
was entrusted with the production, under six months, of eight 
new locomotives, heavy repairs to 30 locomotives, and the 
manufacture of a certain number of spare parts. The works, 
which employs some 8,500 workers, simply did the follow- 
ing :—New locomotives, none; locomotives repaired, 14; and 
about 80 per cent., of the number of spare parts promised. 
The results from the other factories were similar, and their 
reports show unanimously that the cate of this is lack of 
fuel and lack of competent workmen. An equally deplorable 
condition exists in river transport. The fleet of oil boats on 
the Volga consists of 190 vessels—a totally inadequate number. 
Information from other industrial centres indicates that the 
diminution in the number of skilled workmen is general 
throughout Russia. The greater «part of the operatives are 
now either working on the land or have been turned into 
public servants, of which there is one to every seven inhabi- 
tants. It is obvious that the representatives of the Bolshevist 
Government are well aware of the complete breakdown of its 
methods, as can be seen by the concessions on a large scale 
which they are conceding to foreign capitalists. The 
capitalists, nevertheless, who have entered into negotiations do 
so at great risk, seeing that the Bolshevist Government. what- 
ever may be its intentions. will find it exceedingly difficult to 
fulfil its guarantees.—-Ingenieria Internacional. 
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MAGNETOS FOR INTBRNAL-COMBUSTION 


ENGINES. 


By A. E. WATSON, A. M. I. E. E. 


(Abstract of paper read before the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS.) 
(Concluded from page 599). 


Sparking should. be independent of the material of which 
the contact. points are made, whereas only certain. metals, 
such as platinum and iridio- platinum, which do not form 
oxides when heated, can be employed, and even with these 
metals the sparking is largely affected by the condition of the 
points themselves, and can be greatly increased by the pre- 
sence of small traces of dirt and impurities. The problem is 
not so much the suppression of true sparking as that or the 
condenser preventing local heating of the points which would 
tend to vaporise the metal and make conditions favourable for 
the production of an arc. Such local heating could be reduced 
by using a large number of turns in the primary winding, and 
actually sparking is thus diminished beyond the value at pre- 
sent customary, and true sparking sets in of an appearance 
quite different from that of the arcing usually known by this 
name. At present these conditions are not employed, as the 
voltages to which the insulation of the condenser and contact 
breaker would be subjected are considerable. 
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Fic. 7.—Errrer oF CONDENSER Fig. 8.—Errect or. VARIED 


CAPACITY ON JLOW-SPEED 
VOLTAGE CURVES. 


CONDENSER CAPACITY ON 
SPARKING. . 


Fig. 7 shows the way in which the secondary voltage of a 
given machine changes with variation in condenser. capacity, 
and fig. 8 shows the intensity of sparking at the points in 
terms of the condenser capacity, the sparking being deter- 
mined by observing the image of the contact breaker on the 
ground glass of a camera, and finding the size of iris 
diaphragin which would just render it invisible. The capacity 
required to render a machine quite sparkless is considerably 
greater than that which gives the highest voltage for a given 
low speed, hence the capacity fitted 1s a compromise. 

Depending upon the characteristics of the spark-gap and 
the machine. there will be a speed at which the flux change 
at break will be sufficient to raise the capacity of the secon- 
dary circuit to the breakdown potential of the gap. Pro- 
vided the flux-change is only just sufficient to enable this 
voltage to be attained, the spark will be a capacity spark, and 
oscillatory, of extremely high frequency and short duration, 
as the circuit in which it flows has little or no inductance. 
Consequently, very large currents may exist in it, although 
only for a brief period of time, and it is undoubtedly this first 
white spark which produces ignition of the charge. After the 
passage of the initial spark, we are left with a certain pro- 
portion of the working flux still distorted and a further quan- 
tity of energy available. This energy is now communicated to 
the secondary circuit, but as the passage of the initial spark 
has left the spark-gap in a highly conducting condition, the 
discharge will follow the law governing the decay of current 
in an inductive circuit. 

Although the flame which follows the initial spark is value- 
less from the point of view of ignition, it is particularly. im- 
portant that at all speeds the flaming portion of the spark 
shall have died out and that the secondary current shall have 
ceased before the primary circuit has been closed again. Un- 
less this is the case, the flux in the armature core will not 
have been able to re-form, and consequently the energy avail- 
able in the suceeeding spark will be correspondingly reduced. 

To make extinetion as complete as possible we, therefore, 
require to use as long a cam as possible. keeping the contact 
points open for the greatest possible angle consistent with 
the provision of the short-circuited winding necessary for pro- 
ducing field. distortion. The additional spark-gaps sometimes 
inserted in the secondary circuit and provided in all jump- 
spark distributors increase the total resistance of the spark- 
gap circuit and thereby reduce the spark duration. There are 
undoubtedly certain conditions of operation in which a jump- 
spark distributor will give more satisfactory ignition than one 
in which the distributor rotor makes actual metallic connec- 
tion. 

-The inductance of the secondary winding can be controlled 
by modifying the shape of the pole-tips, and also to a slight 
extent by changing the number of secondary turns. To obtain 
a satisfactory compromise between all the factors involved is 


i d but the following principles will forin a basis for the 
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correct relationship between them :—(a) The number of secon- 
dary turns to be the least which will satisty low-speed condi- 
tions. (b) Tbe reluctance of the flux path to be such that 
under the worst conditions of high speed and maximum flux 
distortion the point of maximum B H is not exceeded. (0) rhe 
duration of open circuit of the primary winding to be as large 
as possible, i.6., the points shouid be held open from the spark- 
ing position until the axis of the H armature is across the 
pote-taces or slightly beyond this position. This in most ma- 
chines corresponds to a duration of “make of 100 deg. and 
of break „f 80 deg., the break occurring at approxnnately 
10 deg. past the mid- -position of the armature. ‘Lhese angles 
have been standardised by all the British magneto manutac- 
turers. 

Curves 1 and 2 in fig. 3, p. 599, show the effect of incomplete 
spark extinction in reducing the output of the same machine, 
fitted in one case with a cam opening for S0 deg. and in the 
other for 12 deg. Fig. 9 shows the utility figures for a 
simular pair of machines. A short-cam machine will tend to 
miss alternate sparks, and it can frequently be made to give 
either positive or negative sparks at will; fig. 10 shows the 
results of tests made on a machine which was liable to miss- 
fire on alternate gaps, and in which an electromagnet was 
fitted in place of the ordinary permanent magnet. Thus 
putting a better magnet in a magneto may not always be a 
cure for missfiring but may even make it worse. 

The author summarises the results of his reasoning as 
follows :— 

(1) Low-speed voltage.—Dependent upon available magnetie 
energy, primary resistance, speed of rotation, number of 
secondary turns, energy losses, and condenser capacity. — In- 
creases with ine rensing speed up to a limiting value, which 
Increases with increase in available magnetic energy. 

(2) Utility.—At high speeds proportional to magnetice poten- 
tial of distorted field and inversely proportional to number of 
secondary turns. At low speeds dependent upon speed and 
primary resistance. 

(3) Energy in initial apark.—At high speeds proportional to 
available magnetic energy. Dependent upon losses in iron of 
armature, &., and to a certain extent on condenser capacity. 
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Fic. 9—Utiniry Test ON Fig. 10.—EFreeT OF [NCOMPLETE 
SHORT-CAM MAGNETO. SPARK ENTINCTION. 


If losses were absent the energy would be independent of the 
voltage, but, owing to their presence, the energy decreases as 
the voltage is raised. At low speeds it is dependent upon 
speed and primary resistance. 

(4) Total energy in spark and flame follows the same law as 
the energy in the initial spark, but is greater in value. 
Theoretically the total energy may be twice that in the initial 
spark. This energy is approximately that stored in a magnetic 
field of value 2p at a potential of H and is 2B H] (8r) or 
BH (Ar. If. instead of allowing this field to collapse sud- 
denly, we maintain the potential n until B=0, additional 
work B H / (Ar) will be done upon the field, and the total avail- 
able energy will be B u / (27). 

(5) It. M. S. value of current in secondary cireuit—Depends 
upon characteristics of magneto itself and also to a very large 
extent upon the spark-gap resistance. A magneto may be 
made to give almost any reading desired upon a hot-wire aw- 
meter, by altering the constants of the circuit. In particular. 
adding capacity to the terminals will increase the reading 
several fold. 


Discussion 1N LoNDow. 


The PRFSIDENT (Mr. Ll. B. Atkinson) commented on the 
fact that such a piece of apparatus as the magneto should 
have been built up on empirical lines, not without much 
experimental work, of course, but empiricism was the hall- 
mark of the Continental machine. Localised. products of that 
nature were frequently of a high quality, but often when 
attempts were made to manufacture. them elsewhere many 
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alterations in method became necessary. The paper showed 
clearly how quickly research work could improve an arxzicle. 
and had resulted in the production of a British-made magneto 
the equal of any in the world. The paper was very clearly 
Written. 

Mr. C. C. Paterson explained that the author was one of 
the sinall band of men who had had to face the elucidation of 
the whole technique and theory of the subject and at the 
same time produce an enormous output of magnetos. He 
agreed with the paper; the characteristics and design of the 
magneto were not governed- by the conditions necessary to 
produce ignition as energy was unimportant from the point 
of view of ignition. Practically all the energy a magneto 
had to furnish was expended in counteracting the leakage 
which always existed in the plugs, cable, &c., so that the 
necessary potential between the plug points could be built 
up. Together with Dr. Campbell he bad shown that as 
regarded actual ignition, the quantity of electricity passing 
between the points of the plug was unimportant; whether a 
spark was fat or otherwise had no effect on the power 
obtained from the engine. Only about 1/70th of the energy 
supplied by the magneto, or about 1/1,000th joule, was 
required solely for the purpose of ignition. The first portion 
of the discharge, which lasted for about one-millionth of a 
second, did the work, and into it most of the energy should 
go; the rest of the energy which followed was not required. 

Dr. N. W. McLACHLAN discussed the determination of the 
efficiency of magnetos, and pointed out that Dr. T. Jones 
had shown that, under ideal conditions, the ratio of the 
electrostatic energy stored in the secondary to the electro- 
motive energy stored in the primary winding just before the 
contact points opened gave an etliciency of about 20 per cent. 
The speaker's own experiments indicated that the whole of 
the loss was due to hysteresis and eddy currents in the iron, 
and he suggested that more information on that point could 
probably be obtained by building the armature laminations 
into & non-metal frame. There was one oscillation of low 
frequency and high amplitude and another of lower amplitude 
and a fairly high frequency; inductance depended on the 
value of thuse two frequencies, and a decrease in inductance 
meant a smaller secondary peak voltage, and, therefore, less 
efficiency. They were chiefly concerned with the maximum 
voltage a magneto gave, not its rate of rise, and if it was 
high enough the necessary ionisation at the gap was a 
function of the pressure and its time of application. Never- 
theless the voltage required to produce the necessary ionisa- 
tion was greuter the more rapidly it rose and, therefore, for 
any given plug leakage there must be a compromise between 
the maximum pressure and its rate of rise. 

Prof. E. W. MARCHANT regretted that information he had 
intended to give the meeting had not come to hand. The 
most important part of the paper was its indication or the 
importance of minute and detailed testing of materials, and 
new steels would probably revolutionise the industry. Oscil- 
losraph records of the p.d. in the spark gap and the current 
flowing in the primary circuit of a magneto working with 
dillerent gas mixtures indicated that there were large differ- 
ences in the peak voltage under different. working conditions. 

Mr. J. F. KAYSER compared the advantages of various 
magnet steels, saying that the demagnetising rates of two 
steels should first be determined, and then the flux of the 
two magnets. Dividing the total energy of a tungsten-steel 
magnet by the maximum energy per cu. cm. of a cobalt-steel 
magnet would give the necessary value for obtaining the same 
result. The original area of the tungsten magnet multiplied 
by the flux density at which it worked divided by the flux 
density at the point at which the cobalt steel would give 
its maximum available energy gave the new cross sectional 
area necessary. Magneto manufacturers made an unnecessary 
amount of fuss about remanence, which was useless prac- 
tically, but interesting academically. The only criterion of 
magnetic worth was BH maximum. | 

Capt. A. B. BunGoYNE explained that research work at 
Farnborough was still“ going strong" ; a good deal of prac- 
tical experimental work was done, and the Air Ministry was 
anxious to assist manufacturers to meet the requirements of 
the Air Service, in which conflicting and special conditions 
were met with. It was a much stiffer problem to produce 
apparatus to operate successfully on aircraft. A higher volt- 
age was necessary, and the magneto had to operate in air of 
rare density and low temperature, though the magneto itself 
might be exposed to considerable heat. It was also necessary 
to electrically screen off the wireless gear and, therefore. 
metal-braided h.p. cable had to be used, thus introducing 
additional leakage. A specification drawn up by the Air 
Ministry in contunction with the Magneto Manufacturers’ 
Association laid down that a magneto must fire a plug having 
a leakage of 200,000 ohms, whilst running at 3.000 r.p.m. 
Moreover, it must function. properly after. running over 
48 hours in a saturated atmosphere, while after operating 
at a temperature of 190 deg. F. it must run for 500 hours 
and give satisfactory performance at 200 r.p. m., obviously 
more severe conditions than the author's utility test. After 
testing machines of almost every make, his considered opinion 
was that any British magneto was superior to the best Ameri- 
can one; French and German machines ran closelv. to each 
other, but while the ‘ Bosch was of excellent workmanship, 
and ran well under had conditions, much attention. having 
been paid to detail, its design was bad, and electrical per- 


formance indifferent. The workmanship of the British 
magnetos was often poor, though they were at least equal to 
the ©“ Bosch." ‘The size and price of magnetos should be 
reduced by the extended use of cobalt steel. 


(To be continued.) 


JOINT ELECTRICITY AUTHORITIES. 


LONDON anb Home Counties Disriucr. 

In connection with the local inquiry which the Electricity 
Commissioners are to hold at the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers on June Mth and following days into the reor- 
ganisation of the existing supply of electricity in, and tlie 
formation of a Joint Electricity Authority to control, the 
above-named area, six schemes have been submitted by in- 
terested authorities for consideration at the inquiry. ‘The 
following are abstracts of the schemes. 


L.B. & S.C. RaiLwav Co.’s SCHEME. 


The London Brighton & South Coast Railway Co. ( the 
Brighton Co.") is working parts of its London and suburban 
lines by electric traction. Prior to the war and subsequently 
considerable progress has been made in the work of equipping 
the remaining portions of such lines for similar working, and 
the Brighton Co. anticipates that this work will be completed 
in the near future. For the purpose of electrically working 
the first-nentioned parts of its London and suburban lines 
the Brighton Co. is taking from the London Electric Supply 
Corporation, Ltd. (° the Supply Corporation "), over 
16,000,000 Board of Trade units of electricity per annum, and 
when the electrification of its London and suburban lines is 
complete it will require a supply of energy estimated at about 
125,000,000 units per annuin. 

The Brighton Co. is under contract with the Supply Cor- 


_ poration to take from it up to 30,000,000 units per annum, 


and (subject to certain special provisions) the contract cannot 
be determined before December 3lst, 1926. A comparatively 
small quantity of the electricity supplied to the Brighton Co. 
is used for purposes other than electric traction. 

It is of vital importance that an adequate supply of electri- 
city should be constantly available at the lowest possible cost 
for working such lines, and the Brighton Co. considers that 
this can best be effected by the following scheme :— 

The Brighton Co. would arrange, or co-operate with the 
Supply Corporation im arranging, for the erection and equip- 
nent of a large generating station. on a suitable site, which 
it is proposed should contain sets of 25,000 KW, each generat- 
ing at a frequency of 25 periods, and that it should have an 
ultimate capacity of about 125,000 kW. The Brighton Co. 
and the Supply Corporation will agree so to operate their 
respective generating stations that any spare plant installed 
will be used to the best mutual advantage. After meeting its 
own needs the Brighton Co. would sell the surplus energy 
on reasonable terms to the Supply Corporation and to other 
authorised. undertakers adjoining or near its railway. 


G. E. Rai, way Co.'s SCHEME. 


The Great Eastern Railway Co. is, by the Great Eastern 
Railway Act, 1003, empowered to work by electrical. power 
the traffic on its railways and on railways leased to or worked 
by it, and for that purpose to lay down apparatus and to 
make the necessary alterations in those railways and in any 
of its stations and works. l 

The company's scheme consists in the construction of a 
generating station, and to install generating plant up to the 
total capacity of approximately 120,000. kW, and to subse- 
quently extend the installation of generating plant as required 
up to the total capacity of the site which is approximately 
estimated at 225.000 kW. The G.E. Co. is advised. that the 
load necessary for the electrical working of its railways is. 
both as regards size and load factor, such as to enable the 
proposed generating station to be economically installed. and 
operated. The system of supply will be three-phase at 50 
cycles. per second. The main transmission pressure will. be 
33.000 volts, and the secondary local transmission pressure 
(if required) 6,600 or 11,000 volts. l 

Under powers contained in the Great Eastern Railway Act. 
1915, the company acquired certain land at West Ham lying 
between its railway at Thames Wharf and the river Thames 
and Bow Creck, one of the principal objects of acquiring such 
land having been with a view to its special suitabilitv as a 
site for the erection of a proposed generating station for the 
purposes of working the company's railways by electric 
traction in accordance with its statutorv powers. It is pro- 
posed that the generating station should be constructed and 
operated by the G.B. Railway Co.. and the company is pre- 
nared. so far as it is or may be authorised, to assist generally 
in promoting the efficient and economical supply of electricity 
within the district by the supply of any surplus energy for 
use by other railway companies associated with it or by the 
Joint Electricity Authority or authorised undertakers to the 
best mutual advantage. 
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PorLak BoROUGH COUNCIL’S SCHEME. 


The draft scheme submitted by the Metropolitan. Borough 
of Poplar, E. (Mr. J. Horace Bowden, M. I. E. E., being general 

manager and chief engineer of the electricity supply under- 
taking) proposes to modify the area already delimited by the 
Electricity Commissioners, and that a Joint Electricity Autho- 
rity to be called '' the East London and District Electricity 
Authority " shall be established for the district, which 
shall consist of (a) twenty-two members of the Councils 
of all loca! authorities being authorised undertakers 
and distributors within the district; (b) seven members of 
the Councils of all local authorities having the right to pur- 
chase the whole or part of the undertaking of any authorised 
undertakers within the district; (c) three members of all 
County Councils partly within the district; (d) three members 
representative of large consumers within the district, who 
shall be appointed by the Minister of Transport, and (e) two 
members representative of labour employed in the supply of 
electricity within the district, who shall be appointed by the 
Minister of Transport. 

After dealing with administration and powers, the latter 
including the manufacture of gus and the supply of hot water, 
steam, electrical apparatus. &c., the scheine sets forth the 
technical proposals as under [see ELECTRICAL REVIEW, Janu- 
ary 2lst, 1921. p. 93] :— 

The system of supply to be three-phase a.c., having a 
frequency of 50 cycles per second. The main primary trans- 
mission pressure shall be from 30,000 to 33,000 volts between 
phases, and the local secondary transmission pressure shall 
be from 6,600 to 11,000 volts between phases. 

It is not proposed that any of the existing generating stations 
should be discarded nnmediately, but that they should remain 
in being so long as economic conditions justify ; having regard 
to any cheaper and more reliable supply which may be avail- 
able either by the interconnection of the various existing gene- 
rating stations or from new capital stations proposed to be 
erected, but so soon as possible after the establishment of the 
Electricity Authority, the Authority shall appoint an advisory 
committee or committees of the engineers of all participating 
authorised undertakers which shall forth with prepare to advise 


the Electricity Authority on the most efficient organisation of. 


the finance, control, co- -ordination, and operation of the exist- 
Ing generating systeins in the prescribed area as will best 
secure convenience of administration. and economy of pro- 
duction. 

It is proposed that the existing generating stations within 
the district shall be inter-connected forthwith, and inter-con- 
nection shall be carried out in groups; in each group one 
station shall be selected as a primary supply station, and 
another as a secondary supply station; the selection will be 
based upon the most economic plant w ithin each group. All 
the remaining stations within each group will close down 
during hours of ''light load "; the primary and secondary 
stations will supply alternatively over each week-end light-load 
period, and the primary station will supply during night light- 
load periods. The existing generating stations within the 
district on the north of the Thames already inter-connected 
are those of the metropolitan boroughs of Hackney, Poplar, 
Shoreditch, and Stepney; the latter also supplying all the 
electricity requirements of the metropolitan borough of Bethnal 
Green. The North Metropolitan Electric Power Supply Co.'s 
generating station at Brimsdown is inter-linked with the 
generating station of the metropolitan borough of Hackney, 
and the same company supplies in bulk to the metropolitan 
borough of Stoke Newington. 

It is proposed to extend inter- suec to the metropolitan 
borough of Islington to complete the group in the metropolitan 
area of the district, and to form a separate group by laying 
inter-connecting mains between the generating stations of the 
county boroughs of West Ham and East Ham, and the Urban 
District Councils of Barking Town, IIford. Leyton, and Wal- 
thamstow. From the latter group the undeveloped areas of 
Wanstead and Woodford and others could. be supplied. On 
the south of the Thames it is proposed that all authorised 
undertakings within the district shall be grouped in a similar 
manner. 

The erection of a new capital station is proposed at Dagen- 
ham on a site which offers exceptional facilities for the delivery 
of materials, for coal. handling, and for ash disposal. The 
capacity of the proposed initial station is 100,000 kW, the 
site being capable of accommodating an ultimate capacity of 
400,000 kW. The preliminary drawings have been prepared, 
and together with the consultant's report, will be submitted 

to the Commissioners. 


It is not proposed that any works shall be constructed by 
the Ministry of Transport under Section 18 of the Act. 


It is not proposed that any existing generating station used 
solely for (a) railways or (b) tramways shall be immediately 
included in this scheme, but it is desirable that no such sta- 
tions shall be extended provided that the Electricity Autho- 
rity can prove to the satisfaction of the Commissioners that 
it (the authority) can meet the requirements. It is also 
desirable, having re oud to the standardisation of frequency, 
that as the existing 2-cvele and 83ł-evcle plant becomes 
obsolete, 50-evele plant shall be substituted therefor, and the 
necessary supply taken from the Electricity. Authority. Al 
new supplies for railways and tramways within the district 


(or beyond with consent of the Commissioners) shall be pro- 
vided by the Electricity Authority. 

The remainder of the scheme deals with the financial ar- 
rangements proposing that the Electricity Authority may, 
with the sanction of the Commissioners, borrow money, pro- 
vide a reserve fund, and adjust the charges made for electricity 
supplied so as to meet deficiencies or vice versa, 


(To be concluded.) 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters receired by us after 6 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the following week. Correspondents should forward their communi» 
cations at the earliest possible moment, No letter can be published 
unless we hare the writer's name and address in our possession, 


The Wiring of Ferro-concrete Factories. 


I will only occupy your valuable space to make the following 
remarks ;— 

1. I have already explained why I joined in this correspond- 
ence, and it should be clear that it was not out of prejudice 
against C.T.S. cable. I may add that I am not unimpressed 
by the good accounts given of this system of wiring. 

2. The buildings with which I am concerned are not of 
ferro-concrete, but of corrugated iron or brick. Neither are 
they factories within the meaning of the Factory Acts, but 
they are subject to such conditions generally as local autho- 
rities care to inpose. The last paragraph of my letter in your 
issue of April 15th should have made it clear that my remarks 
did not apply to the proper subject of this correspondence. 

3. With regard to the question of fire hazard, I only raised 
this in the first instance as a possible reason for '' Inquirer's " 
original remark. 

If the experience of Two Phase is a common one, there 
would appear to be some reason for his condemnation of 
screwed conduit., I should like, however, to draw his attention 
to a letter in your issue of March 25th, from which it is ap 
parent that the authorities at Vancouver consider that screwed 
conduit should alone be permitted in that part of the town 
where the most valuable and modern houses are located, and 
it is added that this is considered the only system that comes 
up to the requirements of modern fireproof buildings. 

I do not pretend necessarily to uphold the last statement, 
and it is quite possible that the use of C. T. S. may not have 
come into so much prominence there as here. 

The experience of other readers who have had fires on their 
effects on various systems of wiring would, I should think, 
be interesting and valuable. Perhaps some insurance officials 
would be so kind as to remark upon it. 

A. C. Purday. 


Croydon. 
May 3rd, 1921. 


Telephone Cables for use on Power Schemes. 


With reference to Mr. Riley's letter in your issue of April 
2th, I would point out that my figures for the cost of solid 
impregnated paper-insulated cables were based on the use 
of a thickness of insulation between conductors and between 
conductors and sheath of 80 mils. This because it is usual 
for this type of cable to be ordered in accordance with the 
B.E.S.A. standards.” 

I am aware that this thickness is unnecessary and. in my 
article, gave the reasons. This type of cable is uneconomical, 
and its use can rarely be justified even with the thickness 
of insulation deemed necessary by Mr. Riley. 

With regard to the transmission distances given in the 
article, I should have stated that they referred to type 2 cable 
(loosely insulated with impregnated paper), and are therefore 
not directly comparable with either of the series of figures 
given by Mr. Riley. I admit that they are low when coin- 
pared with his, but much depends on the allowances made 
and the standard of speech aimed at. As it is obviously im- 
possible to give figures which would cover every case, those 
quoted were intended only for general guidance. Speech 
transmission over longer distances could only be dealt with 
satisfactorily when details of a scheme were known. 


Your Contributor. 


Charging for Idle Current. 


In your issue No. 2,267 Mr. E. W. Dorey says that a sine 
meter would have to be fitted with. some sort of ratchet 
mechanism, so that it might run backward for a leading poser 
factor. This is not so. Since the meter integrates E.I. 

b d t, it will naturally run backward if $ is negative. 

Your correspondent also calls the tariff I described mv 
tariff. This, too. is not correct; the tariff 1s one that has 
been adopted by a leading power company. I quite agree 
that this tariff is more severe on customers with very bad p.f. 
than the tariff he suggests, which is generally known under 
the name " Midland Tariff." He will find a discussion of 
the principle on which this tariff is based at the end of mv 
book on Electrical Engineering." and he will see that I 
am in favour of it because it is just to the supply company 
as well as to the consumer. The trouble is that this Midland 
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Tariff does not permit of rewarding a customer with a leading 
p.f. Mr. Dorey says that a bonus for leading p.f. is un- 
questionably desirable." With a tariff based on the ratio of 
two cosines this policy can easily be applied; will he make a 
suggestion how it can be applied under the Midland Tariff? 


Gisbert Kapp. 
Birmingham. 
May 9th, 1921. 


I have read with interest the letters of Prof. Kapp and 
Mr. E. W. Dorey, following on the article by Mr. Carrothers 
in your issue No. 2,262. 

I agree with Mr. Dorey that a two-part charge, whether 
based on KYA or kW demand, is sound in principle. The 
running charge only should be altered in proportion to the 
power factor, on a scale similar to that proposed by Prof. 
Rapp. : 

This can quite satisfactorily be accomplished by the inser- 
tion of an ordinary 3-phase meter in series with the main 
meter, but connected with the slow " phase reversed. The 
average power factor of the three-phase load over any period 
can then be found from the well-known formula tan $ = 
J/3 v Yr the main meter giving w, + w, and the 

WtW 
reversed meter giving W, — wW, This method has the merit 
of requiring ordinary meters only, and any slight inaccuracy 
of the meter due to reversal of the slow element will 
not be serious, as the charge based on it will be a very small 
proportion of the total charge in ordinary cases. 

I have used this method with success both from my own 
and the consumers' point of view, and have made a scale on 
my slide-rule which gives cos $ direct from the ratio wi / w, 
Ou — W, where cos 9 is below 0.5). 

1 leading power factors are anticipated, then the fast 
element of the meter can be reversed to give a positive 
integration on the meter. 

J. D. Watson. 


Aberdeen. 
May 8th, 1991. 


The Maintenance of Intercommunication Telephones. 


I am one of those extraordinary persons who find pleasure 
in shouldering contractors' troubles with intercommunicating 
telephones, by taking their systems over in their name and 
Inalntaining them at a contract price. It would be interesting 
to know if there is another firm that has built a successful 
business in this branch alone of the electrical trade. 

The average wireman not being conversant with the internal 
circuit of the intercom. 'phones and switchboard, finds it 
difficult to locate a fault; with this on the contractors’ minds, 
I had & pleasant reception from them. 

The B.E. Co. 

London. G. THEOBALD. 

May Tth, 1921. 


Transformers and Changed Frequency. 


Your reply almost solves '' Kilowatt’s’’ problem, by say- 
ing: If the frequency is halved the flux is doubled“; but 
the voltage ratio would probably change a good deal if the 
transformer were not liberally designed for iron. 

On half-rated frequency, in order to double the flux in a 
saturated core, an enormous magnetising current would be 
necessary. Then owing to the large R.I. drop, only a much 
diminished e.m.f. is available for transformation. 


| H. How witz. 
London. 
May "th, 1921. 
[ We avoided details in our reply. for the sake of brevity, and 
dealt only with the broad principles, using the words roughly 


speaking " advisedly. In practice the iron losses would be 
seriously increased on the lower frequency.—Ebs. ELEC. Rev.] 


A Peculiar Phenomenon. 


In your issue of April 29th, Mr. James A. Lang states as 
follows: ‘ Notably in the X-ray tube, where green rays are 
given off at the same time as the X-ray.” 

In 1915 I was doing a large amount of X-ray work, and 
was using Muller's tubes. The green light (or rays) was 
given off as stated in Mr. Lang's letter. However, when 
Muller's tubes could not be obtained, I was supplied with 
tubes which, I believe, were of British make. On using the 
latter tubes the light (or rays) was distinctly of a bluish 
colour. 

I should be pleased if any reader of the ELECTRICAL Review 
could give me the theory of this difference in the colour of the 
visible light, in two different X-ray tubes. My theory is that 
the type of glass of which the tube is made is responsible; 
but why? 

H. E. 


Halifax. 
May 4th, 1921. 


Cables for Hot Situations. 

I should be pleased if you or any of your readers would 
advise me of the best cable to use to stand a temperature of 
not less than 105 deg. F. dry air (sometimes considerably more). 
Permanence i8 essential. 

R. A. H. 


Water- tube Boilers. 


With further reference to Mr. Cauthery's article on water- 
tube boilers in the ELECTRICAL, Review dated April lst, and 
the letter from Mr. A. Murray, our experience 1s that it 18 
not safe to exceed one half a 1/32nd density for water-tube 
boilers, as we have found serious troubles to be experienced if 
this density is much exceeded, due to priming and pitting or 
corrosion of the tubes. The chemical action on the steel plates 
is greatly increased at high densities. As regards blowing 
down to reduce density, of course if the feed water is so pure 
that at the end of the run and when the boiler is due for 
cleaning, the density of the boiler water does not exceed the 
limit above mentioned, then there is no necessity to blow 
down at all; but as soon as the limit of density is reached, 
sufficient water should be blown out daily so that no further 
concentration takes place. If the make-up water is suitably 
softened. no appreciable scale will be deposited. We do not 
of course imply that the density above mentioned should be 
maintained by blowing out, with a leaky condenser. The 
only remedy is to repair the condenser as soon as possible. 
Serious dainage may, however, be done to the boiler before 
the leakage is noted. 

We know of a number of electricity stations where the boiler 
water is not allowed to exceed one quarter of a 1/32nd den- 
sity, as they find from practical experience that this gives the 
best results. We are putting on the market a densimeter 
gauge for indicating the density of boiler water continuously. 


This does away with salinometer tests, and is a reliable safe- 


guard against overheating due to excessive density. This 
gauge is recommended by all the boiler insurance companies. 


Porter Water Softening Co. 


W. H. Porter. 
Flixton, Manchester. 
May 9th, 1921. 


Dynamic and Potentiometer Control for Cranes. 


I should be pleased to hear the views of any of your readers 
on their experience of the electrical control of the hoisting 
motion of electric cranes. 

Several of the leading controller firms are favouring a system 
of plain series hoisting and dynamic or potentiometer control 
for lowering depending upon the load on the hook. It is in 
connection with the lowering side when using a drum revers- 
ing controller and having no mechanical braking that I desire 
information. 

It would appear that to lower the hook light (no load) a 
current equal to full-load hoisting is taken from the line on 
the first notch.and 50 per cent. full-load current on the last 
notch, also full-load current is taken from the line with half 
und full loads, but in the case of half load about 10 per cent. 
current is taken from the line on the last notch, and current 
is generated back into the line to the extent of 20 per cent. on 
the last notch with full-load lowering. 

The speed of lowering is interesting. With no load the 
speed on the last notch is 140 per cent. (approximate), and at 
full load the speed is 170 per cent. (approximate) of the full- 
load hoisting speeds. : 

The arrangement of the circuit when lowering is that of a 
shunt motor, and the speed is determined by the values of 
resistance in the branches. I should be pleased to hear how 
these values are fixed and what would be the effect of varying 
the resistance in the field and armature (1) when the motor is 
being driven down (no load) and (2) when the load is drivin 
the motor (4 to full load). With contactor equipments, 1 
understand, load discriminators are fitted. 

Drum Control. 

May 8th, 1921. 


Mme. Curle's American Visit.—M me. Curie has left 
Paris for the U.S.A., where she is to receive a gift ot one 
gramme of radium, valued at £32,000. According to Sence, 
the following societies have appointed committees to arrange 
for the reception of Mme. Curie: The American Chemical 
Soclety, American Electrochemical Society, American Sections 
of the Société de Chimie Industrielle, and the Society of 
Chemical Industry, and the Chemists' Club of New York City. 
A luncheon is to be given in her honour at the Hotel Waldorf 
Astoria on May 17th, and President Harding, in subscribing 
50 dollars to the Madame Curie Radium Fund, wrote: “I 
am so anxious about the success of the programme to present 
to this distinguished woman a gramme of radium that I would 
like to have a small part toward making the necessary pro- 
vision.“ 
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NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 


(NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 


Gempiled expressly for this journal by Mazssas. Szyron-Jonzs, O’Dsit AND 
SizPHENS, Chartered Patent Agents, 285, High Holborn, London, W.C. 1. 


11,560. *' Electro-maynetic switches or contactors.” — Metropolitan-Vickers 
Electrical Co., Ltd. April 21st. (United States, April 23rd, 1929.) 

11,362. Lend for arc lunps." W. II. Argil. April 21st. 

11,565. *'' Electric irons." H. H. Berry and W. J. Markham. April 21st. 

11,568. ''Llectric cooking devices." 8. RKncevkosky. April 21st. — (Czccho- 
Slovakia, May l4th, 1920.) 

11,569. “Luned high-frequency amplifiers for radio-telegraphy." C. T. 
Hughes. April 21st. 

11,5993." Electric devices for heating. fluids," E. A. Dininore. April Zlst. 

11.0. *  Magnetos." A. Christmas. April. Rad. 

11.619. ** Transmitting apparatus for automatic telephones, &c." A. Lambot. 
April Aud. : 

ILO. ** Electrical show-case and advertisement. holder. combined." E. E. 
Bayley and H. MeReynolds, April And. i 

11600. '* Slipper trolley heads for electric traction.’ 
Rogers, Ltd., and H. I.. Rogers. April nd. 

11.6. Electric heaters." W. Hayhurst. April nd. 

1667. *' Electric current transformers." Ferranti, Lid., and A. II. Higgs. 
April 22nd. 

11,668. * Sparking plugs." T. J. Puplett.. April 22nd. 

11.673. Amplifier for electric. circuits.” Soe. des Telegraphes Multiplex 
(Systeme E. Mercandicr, II. Magunna) April 2nd. (Frame, April 24th, 
1:220. i 

nis. * Electric are lamps.” S. B. Ausas. April 22nd. 

11.60 . 5 Protective devices.“ British. Thomson-Houston. Co., Ltd., and A. S. 
FitzGerald. April 22nd. 

11.700 „ High-frequency telephony.” R. B. Ransford (Naamlooze Ven- 
nvotschap Nedenlandsche Radio Industrie). April 22nd. 

11,732. *' Electrodes for resistance welding processes," R. F. 
April 23rd. 

11,782. * Means for controlling or regulating electric arc lamps, voltage 
regulators, &c." F. M. Lewis. April 23rd. 

11,783. “Vacuum electric discharge tubes." E. C. R. 
and Halske Akt.-Ges.). April 23rd. 

11,799. ** Method of compressing water for power purposes and generating 
electricity.“ J. Worthington. April 25th. 

11.07. * Electrical distribution fuse boards, fuse boxes, &c." W. L. 
Barber and Midland Electric Manufacturing Co., Lid. April 25th. 

11,815. „ Electric lamps." W. E. Bladon. April 25th. 

11,817. "Electric connections." E. P. Mato April 25th. 

11.821. Accumulator charging board." G. A. H. Wootton, April 25th, 

11.520. Method. of manufacture of laminated magnetic masses with 
cooling vanes for electric machines," P. Ehrinann.. April 25h. (France, 
April 4th, 1919.) - 

11.833. * Combined oil indicators and ignition switches for internal com- 
bustion engines.” A. E. Eyles and K. Rotherham. April 25th. 

11,837. *' Insulated. electric wires, &.“ Callender's Cable & Construction 
Co., Ltd., L. V. Gibson, and M. A. S. Warburg. April 2th. 

11,844. '' Electric. contactor controllers. R. F. Baerlocher. April 25th. 

11.857. Dynamo-electrie machines.“ G. A. Juhlin and Metropolitan- 
Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. April 25th. 

11,863. '' Measurement of temperature by electrical. resistance thermome- 
ters.” C. E. Foster. April 25th. 

11.866. Device for dimming electric head lamps on motor cars.” C. 
Killelea and Vandys, Ltd. April 25th. 

11,874. ‘Search lighis or head lights." H. Breitbart and Pallas-Zenith 
Ges. April 25th. 

11,877. “ Means for heating filaments of thermionic devices." Ges fir 
Drahtlose Telegraphie. April 25th. (Germany, April 27th, 1920.) 

II. S 0. „ Electric heating." A. II. Pehrson. April 25th. (Sweden, April 
26th, 1920.) 

II. 07. Electrically-heated Kettles, &c.“ W. W. Soutter and W. Soutter 
and Sons, Ltd. April 26th. 

11.911. Primary and secondary batteries," J. T. Niblett. April 26th. 

11.0. Flesible electric conductor." G. Marstunan. April 26th. 

11.532. * Method. of operating discharge tubes or electric gas lamps. with 
glow discharge.“ F. Skaupy and Studien Ges. fyr Elektrische Beleuchtung. 
April 26th. ; 

11.934. Commutator or ignition timer for motor cars." II. L. Pitt. 
April 26th. 

11,943. ** Electric burgflir. alarms.” G. Kirk. April 26th. 

11.945. Electrically-heated.— vaporiser for internal combustion engines.’ 
F. J. Reed and J. S. Reed. April 26th. 

11.953. ** klectro-magzietie machines.” E. S. Carey. April 26th. 

11,966. *' Electrice poweratransmission and braking systems." British 
Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (General Electric Co.). April 26th. 

11,98). *' Electro-pneumatic relays for organs, &.“ J. H. 
April. 26th. 

12.006. Means for mounting and driving magineto-electric machines on 
motor vehicles," A. M. Allen and R. B. North. April 26th. 

12.008. Rotors of turbo-alternators." Brush Electrical Engincering Co., 
Lid., and C. C. Sutton. April 26th. 

12,008. © Electric lighters for cigars, &c.” A. Zecchini. April 26ih. 
(Italy, April 26th, 1920.) 

12.010 „lug box for electric installations." W. Sack. April 26th. 
(Germany, May 21st. 1920.) 

12.014. Ventilation and cooling of electrical machines.” H. C. E. 
Jacoby. April 26th. 

12,015. ** Telephone systems.“ Automatic Telephone Manufacturing Co., 
Lid, April 20h. (United. States, April 26th, 11020.) 

12,023. Combined ignition and lighting magneto generators." J. Bradley 
and Villiers Engineering Co., Ltd. April 27th. 

12.017. Electrical transformer tanks having oil bath, Ke.“ Ateliers de 
Constructions Electriques de Charleroi Soe. Anon. April 27th. (Belgium, 
October. 20th. 1220.) 

W051, % Electrice connectors." E. W. 
Corporation). April 27th. 

12.00%. Cable supports E. W. 
poration). April 27th. 

12.059, ** Electrically-operated warning signals." D. McGregor. April 27th. 

12.071. *'' Electric sewing machine cabinet." W. Fairweather (Singer. Manu- 
facturing Ca.). April 27th. : 

124076. '* Means to prevent use of telephones," C. Monk and H. Yallop. 
April 27th. 

12,105. ** Telegraph systems.” Western. Electric Co., Ltd. April 27th. 
(United States, April 27th, 1920.) : 

12. 1M. Electric resistance welding." F. A. Cramer and H. Marryat. 
April 27th. | 

12.124. Reflectors for searchlights, &c." X. Bullinger. April 27th. (Ger- 
many, May Zl«t, 1920.) 

12.125. Electric. lighters for cigars, &c.” A. Zecchini. April 27th. 

12.131. SS Speed controlling devices for railway. tramwas, &c., trains.“ E. 
Rodolausse. April 27th. (France. April 27th, 1920.) 

12.137. „ Telephony.” C. E. Prince and S. Turner. April 27th. 

12.138. *' High-frequency telephone svstems.™ Ges. für Drahtlose Tele- 
Beane. April 27th. (Germany, May 20th, 1920.) 

2.0140. "* Electric heaters" Igranie Electric. Co., Ltd. (Cutler-Hammer 
Manuf turing Co. April 27th. 

12.143. Sound amplifiers for talking machines, and manufacture. of 
sime," A, Benoit, H. II. Duchesne, and J. L. Mathieu. April 27th. 

12.15. Rheostats;"  Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd., and N. E. 
North. April 27th. i 


Brecknell, Munro and 


Woodburn. 


Marks (Siemens 


Ll 


Compton. 


Patterson. (Dictograph Products 


Patterson. (Dictograph Products Cor- 


12,148. Static frequency changers,” Ges. für Drahtlose Telegraphie and 
M. Osnos. April 27th. l 

12,154. ''Laying electric wires in conduits, &c." I.. Greger and F. 
Zachhuber. April 27th. (Germany, November 19th, 1920.) 


12,170. * Electric mercury vapour lamps? A. Cohen, April 28th. 

12,151. “ Electric welding." W. Langdon-Davies. and A. Soames. April 
28th. | 

12.187. *' Electric terminal couplings." W. J. Polyblank. April 28th. 

12.197. Thermal switches.” W. K. Barker and S. G. Jones. April 2th. 

12. 211. Electric. light. shades or reflectors.“ F. Noke. April th. 


„12.213. “ Sound amplifiers for gramophones, &c." T. W. Price. April 
28th. 

12.221. Electrically-operated signal." J. H. Combs. 

12.27. Protective devices for polyphase electric currents.” 
rish and Metropolitan-Vickers. Electrical Co., Ltd. April 25th. 

12,231. t Pendant chains for electroliers, &c.“ F. C. Shrimpton and G N. 
Shrimpton. April 28th. 

12,258. '* Method of mounting terminals of electric heating elements, c," 
Electric Fires, Ltd... F. L. Newhouse, and C. H. Smith. April 28th. 

12,249. Cord grip holders for electric wires. J. Y. Fletcher. April 28th. 

2.58. Cases for electrical apparatus," British Thomson-Houston. Ca, 
ltd. (General. Electric €o.). April Z8th, 


April 28th. 
N. G. Lang- 


12.270. „ Electric switches.” Metallurgique Electrique. April “28h. 
(France, October 29th, 1920.) ° 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


1914. E 
12.157. Electric gasfilled glow discharge lamps." — Lederer. Moy luth. 
1913. 
19198 . 


23,700. *' Distribution connected with single-phase alternating current sys- 
tems.” A. M. Taylor. September 20th, 1219. (Cognate application 2,655 20. 
(161.602.) 

24.406. Electrically-bested melting and other. furnaces." 
cible Co., I. d., and C. W. Speirs. October 7th, 1919. (161.603. 

25,052. Electric furnaces.” M. R. Irembour. March 24th, 1916. 
(133,954) 

25,088. *' Electric rail and other metal body bonds and like connecting 
devices." British Insulated & Helsby Cables, Lid., and J. W. Asides. Ovie 
ber T4th, 1919. (161,607.) 

28. 814. Wireless transmission of sound." E. C. Hanson. 
Tth, 1913. (135,004.) 

29,723. '' Electric discharge apparatus.“ Western Electric 
(Western Electric, Inc.). November 28th, 1919. (161,619.) 


1920. 

793. '' Electro-magnetic clocks." B. M. M. Moulin (née Chenard) and 
M. P. Favre-Bulle. January 9th, 1920. (161,650.) 

NOS, t" Wireless. telegraph calling devices.“ W. H. Jottage and T. D. 
Parkin. January 9:h, 1820. (161.652.) . . 

STB. Electric plug connecting appliances.“ T. W. Jefferson and T. W. 
Jefferson, Lid. January lth, 1920. (101,659.) 

88 7. Electric switebes and like apparatus." — British. Thomson-Houston 
Co., Ltd. (General Electric Col). January Wih, 1920. (I61,0G1.) 

1.007. Wireless direction-findiny means for aircraft.“ H. R. G. van de 
Velde and J. M. Furnival. January ]2ib, 1920. 161.667.) 

L386. *" Electrical condensers.” Firm of. R. Bosch. March Voth, 1915. 
(137. 856.) 

1.474. NMagnetos.“ N. C. 


Morgan Cru- 


Septemocr 


Co., 4.4. 


F. Jenson and M. J. E. Tilney. January 


1th. 1920. (161,66.) 


1,612. „Construction of electric fire.“ II. J. Dean-Osgood. January 19th, 
1920. (161.703.) 

1.27. Circuits of ignition systems of internal combustion engines.“ 
M S. Conner and C. C. Puekette. January 9th, PRO. 101.704.) 

1.65. Electrical method of reproducing distant senes visually," Bo F. S. 
Baden-Powell. January Vth, 120. (Cognate application 23,133 , (161. 7 

1.660. Electrically-operated pumps." Merry weather & Sons, Ltd., J. H. 
Osborne, and €. H. Bown, January 19th, 1920. (161,707) 

1.714. Magnetos;" J. H. Tournayre. June 28th, 1919. (Patent of adili- 
tion not granted.) (146.921,) ` 

2,6601. “Spark plugs.” F. Hachmann. January And, 1920. (161.720. 

3.156. Eiectrie fires." II. II. Berry. February 2nd, 1920. (41,75. 

3.168. “ Submarine telegraphy.” K. C. Cox. February And, 1320. 
(161,746.) . Z 

3,186. * Electric induction apparatus." British Thomson-Houston Co., 
Lid. (General. Electric Co.). February 2nd, 1920. (061,745.) 

4,270. ** Methods of constructing electric resistance grids.” C. 
March 2lst, 1919. (140,753.) 

3471. “ Regulating systems for electric circuits.“ British Thomson- 
Houston Co., Ltd. (General Eleetrie Co.). February 4th, 1920. (151.755. 

3. 5. Dynamoelectric generators for use in motor vehicles and like 
lighting and ignition systems," E. A. Watson and €. I., I. Manufacturing 
Co., Ltd. February Sth, 1920. (061,758) 

4.078. Electric lamps.“ A. Konieczny. February. 10th, 1820. (161,768 

4.500. Tramway rail beds." H. M. Dugeon and A. C. Baker. February 
]4:h, 1920. (161.775.) 

6,638, ** Electric switch devices for preventing unauthorised Starting ond 
running of internal combustion. engines," I.. S. Crabb. March gih, IW. 
(161.798.) : 

7.1417. Electric. storage batteries or accumulators.” G. R. N. Miriin 
and Pitch and Gold and Electrical Power Storage Co.. Ltd. March ath, 
170. IGLOS) i 

7.523. Switches for electric signalling systems and like uses" R. Blunt 
and H. F. Michell. Mareh 13th. 1920. (161. 1.) 

8.316. “Spark plugs. O. A. Stahl. March 20th, IRO. (161,812) 

N. 421. Apporatus for electric welding and cutting.“ J. . V. Morse. 
March 22nd, 1920. (161,815) 

9.616. Electrical resistance apparatus.“ C. J. 
Shenton & Co.. Ltd. April 6th, MRO, (161.827.) 

9,809. Sparking plugs for internal combustion engines.” T. B. Broad 
and S. J. Plumber. April Bth, 1920. (161,828 Y , 

13.517. Means for detecting and indicating defective sparking plugs in 
the ignition systems of internal combustion engines." N, le F. Varvel 
Mav 17th, 1920. (161,852.) l 

14,299. “ Electrical systems containing X-ray or like apporatus." H. 
Pilon. August lth, 1915. (143,860.) i 

15,912. Trolley heads for overhead electric. traction.“ H. George. June 
12th. 1920.  (I61 566.) i f 

16.630. ** Commutdors for dynamo-electric machines," Niemens-Sehuckert- 
werke Ges. June 27th, 1914. 1145.467.) 

18.153. „ Electric amplitvipg devices such as thermionic valves.” 
and Halske Akt.-Ges, October. 25th, 1916. (04 777. 

19.514, CS Armature cores. for dynamo-electrie machines.” V. G. Mppie 
March Sth. 1918. (0147.7 586.) T NS e 

20.405. '* Electrodes for electric scareblishts ^  Optische Anstalt €. M 
Goerz Akt.-Ges. September 24th. 1918. (148,400) 

23.183. '' NJlannetos having rotating armatures," 
Zeonih, November Gh, 1919. (153.52. 

209.780. “ Electric furnaces.” E. L. Smalley. October 21st, 1919. (132.5. 
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HOW. ENGINEERING COSTS HAVE 
RISEN. 


AN important paper, comparing pre-war and post-war 
production costs in the engineering industry, was read 
before the Royal Statistical Society on April 19th last, 
by Mr. R. J. A. Pearson, M.Sc., M. Inst. C. E., 
M. I. Mech. E., and published in our contemporary En- 
gineering on April 29th. The subject is one the import- 
ance of which is scarcely capable of exaggeration, and 
the essential fact of price increase touches—if that is 
the right word—all sections of the community. Sys- 
tematic investigations of the reasons for price increase 
have been undertaken by individual firms, and some 
useful facts were collated and published in tabular form 
in last July's issue of BEAMA by Mr. Frank Walker. 
We had not, however, until we read this paper, come 
across any attempt to reduce the facts to a scientific 
system, acting according to discoverable laws, and 
capable, therefore, of being used to estimate the future 
as well as to guide the immediate present. Since Mr. 
Pearson does not pretend to exhaust the subject, it 
would, we think, be well if it were taken further, pre- 
ferably by a paper before the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers, where it could be discussed fully by those 
actually engaged in the production of the material and 
apparatus dealt with. 

Four grouped items of cost cover all the expenditure 
of any industrial establishment, viz., direct wages, 
direct material, standing charges, and running charges, 
and since direct wages can be ascertained readily, it is 
convenient to express the remaining items as percent- 
ages of the amount represented by that cost group. 
Direct material, including sub-contracts, need not be 
considered under the head of costs, and this item, after 
receiving mention, is not further dealt with. Indirect 
material, indirect wages, interest, depreciation, rent, 
rates and taxes, advertising, insurance, and. other ex- 
penses incidental to the manufacture and sale of goods, 
go to make up the oncosts, or those costs which do not 
vary directly with the amount of the product made. 

The ratio between pre-war and post-war rates of 
wages 1s shown to vary considerably, in inverse propor- 
tion to the degree of skill of the worker affected. The 
limiting values tabulated by Mr. Pearson are 334.5 
and 188 per cent. That is to say, the man who, before 
the war, was paid £1 per week has risen to £3 6s. lld., 
and the man who received £2 188. 81d. is now paid 
£5 10s. 24d. Mr. Pearson reckons that the cost of 
supervision has increased in the ratio of 100 to 175, 
but here we think he has decidedly overestimated the 
increase. If design and sales stafis are included, the 
estimate is certainly on the high side, and this is borne 
out by the financial results of some of the concerns to 
which this paper might be applicable. Commercial 
charges, before the war, bore a certain ratio to works 
cost, and in many instances that ratio has continued 
to be used right up to the present time, with the result 
that commercial expenses have been considerably over- 
absorbed, and profits have been vouchsafed to those 
who never knew what it was to pay a dividend. 

An important point, which, as the author remarks, 
has hardly been sufficiently appreciated, is the levelling 
of the percentage between ‘indirect and direct wages for 
different classes of work as contrasted with pre-war con- 
ditions. In repetition work the ratio has fallen from 
200 to 133, but in miscellaneous work, such as most. of 
our larger engineering factories are concerned with, 
the ratio has risen from 75 to 112. This must have a 
most serious effect upon the prices that British firms are 
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able to quote for electrical plant, for instance. Further, 
since the capital cost of manufacturing plant has about 
trebled, and rates of interest on borrowed money have 
about doubled, the amount of interest payable in respect 
of a machine has gone up in the ratio of something like 
one to six. 

It is clear, as we have pointed out in these columns 
on numerous occasions, that overhead charges fall as 
the number of articles made increases. In other words, 
total costs are reduced as the load factor is increased. 
If output is doubled, however, it is too much to expect 
that running charges (other than direct labour) will 
remain absolutely constant, and Mr. Pearson makes the 
interesting deduction that running charges vary as the 
square root of the direct wages. This is modified by 
his observation that where a new department is in 
process of development a straight-line relationship exists 
between running charges and direct wages until the 
supply of standard accessories and stock becomes es- 
tablished. ö 

Tables are given which show most clearly the differ- 
ence that is made to profits by even a small falling-off 
in output. We have emphasised over and over again 
the fact that production means profit, and ca' canny, 
whoever practises it, ineans scarcity, dearness, loss, and 
dissatisfaction all round; and those who still have any 
lingering belief in the amount of work there is to go 
round being a finite quantity, which must be spread 
over the whole tield of the workers, will do well to con- 
sider the matter in the light that Mr. Pearson sheds 
upon it. An enormous increase on the amount of the 
pre-war net output is required to produce the same 
percentage of profit, and this means that the capital 
locked up in work in progress has been correspondingly 
multiplied—a fact which is causing disquiet to even 
the largest and wealthiest industrial concerns at the 
present time. 

The timely warning is given that the management 
must avoid becoming enslaved by some elaborate costing 
system, and that intelligent use should be made of the 
figures and results obtained. It is evident, however, 
that manufacturing costs must be reduced if the British 
nation is to continue in the forefront of industrial 
progress; and while we are of the opinion that there 
will have to be some fall in wages, we believe that in- 
creased intensity of effort is required from all. It has 
frequently been stated that this has notably diminished 
since the introduction of the shorter week, and instanced 
therefore as an example of the perfidy of labour, who 
promised that output should not suffer for that reason. 
We know, however, of cases where it has been definitely 
established that the production per man per hour is 
greater now than at any previous time, and we believe 
that with the keener competition that must henceforth 
exist in the labour as well as all other markets, the 
necessity for everyone to put his best foot foremost 
will be generally realised. Some are inclined to say 
that there are to be found, even now, in the middle of 
the coal stoppage, signs of revival in trade. We doubt 
this, although 1t is remarkable to see what a tremendous 
amount of business awaits more settled conditions, and 
nothing else, before it can be placed. The demand is 
there. as we have said before, and buyers are just hold- 
ing off until prices have fallen, or have shown unmis- 
tukable signs of having hardened. Which of these two 
things will happen it is hardly possible to say. Con- 
ditions are far too unstable for prophecv to be safe. 
We still continue to pav income tax at the rate of 6s. 
in the pound in order to pay ourselves interest at the 
rate of £5 14s. per cent. A lot of time and patience 
will be required from us all before things settle down. 
but two things are certain. One is that the needs of 
the world are far from being satisfied. "The other is, 
that that nation will gain the most, not materially only. 
but spirituallv too, whose members work hardest and 
most intelligently with their brains and with their 
hands: are not afraid to give a little more than they get: 
and are prepared to carrv into practice the good old 
copy-book maxims relating to patience and industry, 


tion 


IN view of the strong opposition that 

The Electricity is being organised to the Electricity 

Supply Bill. (Supply) Bill in Parliament and in the 

lay Press, it is evident that the passage 
of the Bill will be far froiu peaceful; in fact, as the 
Government is chary of promoting contentious legis- 
lation, it may be doubted whether this Bill, which repre- 
sents the third attempt to make good the deficiencies of 
the Act of 1919, will stand any chance of passing into 
law during the current session. Its failure to do so 
would undoubtedly be a calamity to the electrical in- 
dustry. 

One of the arguments advanced against the Bill is 
that it involves a nationalisation or '' semi-nationalisa- 
" of the electricity supply industry. If that alle- 
gation had a solid basis, it would obviously be applic- 
able to the principal Act, and not to the Bill, which 
merely provides for the execution of the principles that 
were embodied in the Act. Again, it 1s urged that it 
introduces a *' hybrid "" form of nationalisation that is 
unprecedented. This is not true, even with regard 
to this country; moreover, the essential characteristics 
of the Joint Authority °’ scheme are to be found 
in active operation in France and Germany, where 
the system of industrial and financial collaboration 
of municipalities and companies under State control 
has been in successful operation for years. A4 more 
dangerous charge, under the existing conditions, is that 
it constitutes an attempt to legalise the pledging of the 
rates on behalf of speculative trading; this argument 
requires some hardihood to put forward at this date. 
By the Act of 1882 authority was given to pledge the 
rates for the purpose of trading in electricity supply, 
which was at that time a vastly more speculative busi- 
ness than it is now. It has, in fact, ceased to be specu- 
lative; the business is there, without a doubt ; customers 
are waiting metaphorically in queues for electricity, 
and to talk about it as ‘‘ speculative " is pure nonsense 
—especially as those who raise that cry are quite willing 
to take up the 'speculation." The position is quite 
plain: the ratepayers, backed by the Government, have 
long supported the policy of trading in electricity ; they 
are now faced with the urgent necessity of developing 
that business as it ought to be developed, and if they 
refuse that responsibility, the alternative is for them to 
stand aside and let the concessions be granted to com- 
panies. We believe that this would be the best outcome 
in the public interest; but we cannot endure to hear the 
companies hypocritically denounce the Bill on the 
ground of ‘‘speculative trading " whilst they are 
hoping to secure the trade themselves. Attempts are 
being made to confuse the issues, and to represent that 
companies and municipalities are in the same boat ; that 
co-operation is all that is necessary to fulfil the pur- 
poses of the 1919 Act, without Joint Authorities, and 
above all, without the Bill—but we have seen what the 
co-operative spirit amounts to, and it is evident that 
nothing effective will be done without this Bill, except 
in certain districts. 

It is clear that the purpose of the opponents of the 
Bill is to wreck it, and with it the whole scheme of Joint 
Authorities; they wish to leave nothing of the 1919 Act 
but the Electricity Commissioners with power to make 
recommendations and draw up reports—in a word, the 
„ nerveless figurehead " to which we have previously 
referred. 

It is alleged that the local rates may be involved to 
the tune of 50 millions sterling. This is a gross mis- 
statement; in the first place, a still greater expenditure 
on the security of the rates will be necessary if the local 
authorities are left to provide the extensions which are 
so urgently needed, and which thev are bound to make 
in order te meet their statutory obligations: and in the 
second place, the demand for increased supply is already 
in existence and clamouring to be satisfied—there is no- 
thing speculative about the business, and there 18 no 
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reason to anticipate any call upon the rates at all. To 
suggest that £50,000,000 may go on local rates ’’— 
the words used by the Daily Mazl—is worse than dis- 
ingenuous ; it is false, for the reference is to capital out- 
lay, but it is made to appear that the sum named would 
lave to be met out of the rates. It has even been stated 
in a financial paper that the omission of the financial 
clauses proves that the Act of 1919 was a '' hasty, hotch- 
potch measure," whereas it was examined with minute 
care by a Cominittee of the House of Commons over a 
period of months. 

There is some truth, however, in the suggestion that 

the municipalities may refuse to accept the financial 
responsibility imposed upon them, if we may judge by 
'recent indications. If so, they will have only them- 
selves to blame if the supply industry passes from their 
hands. They welcomed the complete Bill of 1919 with 
open arms, and would have had it made even more 
oppressive to the companies by denying them representa- 
tion on the Joint Authorities. If they now reject the 
financial clauses, they stultify their previous attitude 
and throw the whole business into the hands of the com- 
panies—for the Government will unquestionably decline 
to shoulder the burden, a blessing for which we are 
truly thankful. State control is inevitable, and may 
well be salutary; but State ownership and operation is 
synonymous with economic disaster and technical stag- 
nation. 
The case of London is unique, in that it is impos- 
sible to solve the problem of its electricity supply with- 
out the necessary financial powers. Schemes have been 
submitted to the Electricity Commissioners by various 
parties to which these powers are indispensable, and 
unless they are granted, the inquiry which is shortly to 
be held, and which is sure to be protracted and expen- 
sive, will be a waste of time and money. The reform 
of London's electricity supply depends on the passing of 
the Bill. The only alternative is the purchase of the 
undertakings concerned by the London County Council 
when the time matures, and in the meantime the in- 
dustry will languish and London will be handicapped. 

Further capital outlay is inevitable in all the indus- 
trial areas, and is urgently necessary; the Joint Autho- 
rities will decide how it can be expended to the best 
advantage, and they will act at every step under the 
control of the Commissioners and of Parliament, whose 
sanction is necessary to every scheme. Hence it is 
absurd to speak of the expenditure as ‘‘ uncontrolled.’’ 

In dealing with these great questions, all political con- 
siderations should be excluded; the matter in each case 
should be settled on sound engineering and economic 
lines, and the Commissioners have shown, in the case of 
the North Wales district, that it is their intention to 
carry out this policy. 

It is true that the Bill is capable of amendment, and 
one of the most important directions in which improve- 
inent is called for is in connection with the system of 
charging for electrical energy. At present it is obliga- 
tory to offer & flat rate per kilowatt-hour, a system 
which has repeatedly been shown to be unsuitable to the 
existing conditions, and the subject has recently been 
fully discussed by the Institution of Electrical Engi- 
neers. All parties are agreed that a multipart tariff is 
essential, without the short-circuit of a flat rate, and it 
is to be hoped that steps will be taken to provide in the 
Bill the necessary authority to charge on this basis. 

In conclusion, we earnestly hope that the Bill will 
shortly become law. We have no fear that it will be used 
to prejudice the interests of the companies, which can- 
not be dispossessed or bought out compulsorily so long 
as they carry out their obligations. We anticipate that, 
where companies possessing the necessary powers exist. 
the Commissioners will entrust to them a due share of 
the work of electricity supply, and that in all their 
actions they will keep in view the prime necessity of a 
cheap and abundant supply of electrical enerey through- 
out the whole country. 


Does Mr. Walter Runciman, for- 
Are We iterly President of the Board of Trade, 
Downhearted? and now President of the Association 
of Trade Protection Societies of the 
United Kingdom, imagine that he is going to do any 
good by prophesying that Britain will not regain her 
position in the world within a period of ten years? We 
have little faith in prophets who hazard guesses of this 
kind. When the war was at its height there were always 
some to say that it would be all over by Christmas, 
and their optimism was as useless as was the gloom 
of the pessimist who foretold a struggle of long 
duration, and consoled us with the assertion that ‘‘ the 
first seven years of a war were the worst." And we are 
as little inclined to-day to pay serious heed to those 
who predict a rapid fall in the cost of living, almost 
countless points in à few months, as we are to place 
the slightest confidence in those who gloomily predict 
a long-drawn-out continuance of our present adversity, 
and affect to possess some exceptional means of fixing 
the date when we shall once again—if ever—be on the 
flood tide of prosperity. 

The situation, of course, is bad, everybody ought to 
know that it is so, but we shall only make things 
worse than they are, or than they need be, by uttering 
forecasts which add to depression of spirit, and suggest 
that there is plenty of time to spare before enterprising 
men can proceed to repair the breaches in the wall. 
Sir Arthur Steel Maitland, formerly of the Overseas 
Trade Department and subsequently associated with the 
Federation of British Industries, has just returned from 
a journey to South America and other countries, where 
he has been considering the possibilities of British 
trade. We have not yet taken advantage of the oppor- 
tunities that were ours at the close of the war, but Sir 
Arthur says: The chance, however, is stil ours,” 
though naturally it will grow less week by week and day 
by day. He writes a letter to The Times (May I4th), 
which we consider a very useful addition to the discus- 
sion on the coal controversy which is at the moment the 
chief obstacle in the way of our taking advantage of the 
export trade opportunity that still remains open to us. 

If Mr. Runciman were chairman of an electrical manu- 
facturing or engineering company instead of being 
personally more intimate with coal and shipping 
matters, he might take a different view of some sections 
of our national trade. While the coal struggle is in 
progress its consequences are adding considerably to 
the number of the electrical and engineering unem- 
ployed, but that is not because there is not work for 
them to do. Many of our manufacturers have plenty 


of business in hand, and there is plenty more to follow 


when confidence is restored and financial stringency is 
relieved. We believe that the placing of many millions 
of pounds’ worth of electrical and allied contracts can- 
not be long deferred, and the healthy activity of the elec- 
trical industry wilt have a direct and indirect effect 
of an exhilarating kind upon other industries. The 
natural and inherent possibilities of electricity acting 
simultaneously both as the pioneer and as the servant 
of mankind are so great that every electrical man ought 
to be an optimist. Unfortunately, however, we cannot 
escape the consequences of the narrowness and folly of 
the extremist, the striker, the slacker, and the wrong- 
doer, who hinder the progress of the trade upon which 
their daily bread depends. If only we could secure the 
cordial co-operation of employers and employed in seek- 
ing the full development of the electrical industry in the 
interests of all, there would be little need for fear, and 
no need for gloomy prophecy. Would to Heaven that 
we would all settle down to our own particular tasks in 
the great work of setting the electrical industrial house 
in order instead of busying ourselves with clamouring 
for our individual rights, regardless of the best in- 
terests of the whole! 
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THE ROYAL SOCIETY SOIREE. 


On Wednesday evening, last week, a representative 
gathering of Fellows and guests of the Royal Society 
assembled at Burlington House, Piccadilly, being re- 
ceived by Prof. Charles Sherrington, M.A., M.D., presi- 
dent, on the occasion of the first of the two annual 
conversaziones that are held by the Society. As usual 
main interest centred on the exhibits, and demonstra- 
tions constantly attracted attention during the evening ; 
one noticed, however, nothing very novel of an electrical 
character. 

One of the most interesting exhibits was the latest 


Fio. L 


CLOUD EXPANSION APPARATUS. 


improved pattern of cloud expansion apparatus by 
means of which the tracks of a and g rays and X-rays 
were continually demonstrated. It will be remembered 
that Mr. C. T. R. Wilson described his original cloud 
expansion apparatus, as used for this purpose, before 
the Royal Society in April, 1911, and at that time the 
Cambridge Scientifie Instrument Co. undertook the pro- 
duction of the device. The manufacture, however, of 
this class of apparatus was entirely stopped by the war. 

Lately Mr. Takeo Shimizu, of Japan, while working 
at the Cavendish Laboratory, Cambridge, considerably 
modified Mr. Wilson's original apparatus, and the 
Cambridge & Paul Instrument Co.; Ltd., is now putting 
the improved design upon the market. In Mr. Wilson's 
original apparatus only a single expansion was obtained, 
and it was thought to be necessary to give a compara- 
tively rapid expansion in the working chamber, which 
was obtained by connecting the space under the moving 
piston to another space which was previously evacuated ; 
the moving piston was, in consequence, suddenly sucked 
down against a rubber stop. Mr. Shimizu found, how- 
ever, that sudden expansion was not necessary, and he. 
therefore, arranged a reciprocating piston by means of 
which he obtains cloud tracks of the rays at each ex- 
pansion which may be timed to occur at rates of from 
about 50 to 200 per minute. The instrument thus de- 
signed is extremely simple, but there are several im- 
portant points to which attention must be given for 
successful operation. 

In fig. 1 a is the crank which is driven either by a 
hand-wheel or by means of a small motor. This crank 
drives the upright connecting rod c which, in turn. 
drives the horizontal connecting rod p; the far end of 
D slides in a sleeve E and is free to rock in F, which can 
be adjusted in a horizontal direction by means of the 
screw G. The piston rod H is connected near the middle 
of this latter connecting rod, and it will be seen, there- 
fore, that as the crank a is a constant length, the hori- 
zontal adjustment of r alters the length of the stroke 
given to the piston rod H. By this means the expansion 
ratio at each stroke in the working chamber K can be 
adjusted while the instrument is in operation. 

Now, in order to obtain a good pfeture of the rays 
which become visible at each expansion by the formation 


Fic. 2. 


of linear clouds on the ionised particles in the ray 
tracks, it 1s necessary that the clouds be dissipated dur- 
ing the compression stroke. This is done by forming a 
vertical electrostatic field in the expansion chamber. 
The upper glass plate of the expansion chamber through 
which the tracks are observed or photographed is 
covered on the inside with a gelatine film which is 
made conducting, and this film is charged negatively 
with reference to the metal piston, but by means of the 
commutator L (see fig. 2) which rotates with the crank 
A, the plate is discharged just before the occurrence of 
the cloud formation. In the same way as the expansion 
ratio can be adjusted while the instrument is running, 
so the length of the period during 
which the electric field is cut off can 
also be adjusted while the instru- 
ment is functioning by means of the 
screw P, which traverses the contact 
bush Q along the commutator L, 
which is shaped (as will clearly be 
seen in fig. 2) in the manner re- 
quired to give this adjustment. Also 
rotating with the crank a are two 
adjustable lead segments w and N, 
* * which can be used as shutters for 
admitting X-rays to the expansion 
chamber at the proper intervals. 

It is on the back of the disk carry- 

ing these segments that the above- 
described commutator L is fitted. 
The expansion chamber is provided 
with a small tube o by means of 
which radioactive matter can be introduced into the 
chamber for the production of a or 8 rays. The present 
chamber is made 55 mm. in diameter, which is, of 
course, less than the length of the tracks of some of 
the a rays in air, but the velocity of the a rays can 
be reduced by passing them through a mica screen. A 
small screen can also be placed on the piston to cut off 
the a rays, except at the moment of greatest expansion. 


Fic. 3.—DIAGRAM SHOWING PRINCIPLE OF PULSATOR SPEED 
TELEGRAPH. 


The expansion chamber must be perfectly air-tight, as 
the minutest leak produces eddy currents which at once 
destroy the tracks. 

The instrument is very quickly set up and easily 
operated, as a few expansions serve to filter out. any 
dust originally in the air. The piston forming the 
floor of the expansion chamber is covered with a com- 
paratively thick layer of gelatine containing about 10 
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per cent. of Indian ink. This gives a good black back- 
ground against which the tracks show up brilliantly. 
For demonstration purposes a Pointolite lamp gives 
excellent results, but for photography a rather inore 
brilliant lamp is desirable. Looking at fig. 1 the 
apparatus is seen as illuminated by means of a parallel 
beam of light coming from the left-hand side. The 
screen R cuts off all light except a small rectangular 
pencil passing through the middle of thg expansion 
chamber. 

Mr. Shimizu has taken many stereoscopic pictures on 
kinematograph films with his original apparatus, and 
by means of. these stereoscopic pictures the exact paths 


Fia. 5.—CHAIN-DRIVEN 
PULSATOR. 


Fic. 4.— TRANSMITTER OR 
SPEED METER. 


of the particles in space can be calculated. The Cain- 
bridge & Paul Instrument Co., Ltd., hopes shortly to 
bring out a suitable stereoscopic camera as an accessory. 

Needham’s pulsator system of speed measurement 
and control was shown in operation by Messrs. Ever- 
shed & Vignoles, Ltd. It provides a sensitive electrical 
means of measuring speed, and may be employed as 
a speed telegraph of novel and extremely trustworthy 
character. In addition to signalling from one or a 
number of control positions, measurements may be 


Fic. 6.—CoMBINED BALANCE AND DIRECTION INDICATOR. 


effected simultaneously and independently at a number 
of positions, so that the system is one of great flexi- 
bility; it also indicates the direction of rotation of the 
machinery, and provides an absolutely automatic relay 
by which it may be ascertained if an order to the engine 
room has been obeyed. The system is extremely suitable 
for use on ships, in power houses, and other places 


where a measurement or an indication of speed is de- 
sired at a distance from the moving machinery. 

The system depends for the constancy of its indications 
on the capacity of an.electrical condenser and on the 
value of an ordinary non-inductive resistance. The 
method of working is analogous in electrical principle 
to the operation of balancing a Wheatstone bridge and 
it, therefore, gives great accuracy and has a very large 
range. The diagram, fig. 3, shows the principle on 
which the device operates. 

The action of the system is quite independent of 
voltage variation in the d.c. supply from which it is 
operated, and the apparatus may consequently be run 
from a ship's electric lighting circuit or any other con- 
venient source of supply. The current taken is less 
than a quarter or an ampere for each transmitting or 
measuring position on a 220-volt circuit, while at 100 
volts the current is halved. 

The reply which the device provides when employed 
as a speed telegraph is automatic, and when the appara- 
tus is in operation it is absolutely impossible to indicate 
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Fia. 7.—Lay-out DIAGRAM. 


that an order has been obeyed unless the apparatus 
under control is actually running at the speed which 
has been signalled to it. 
The essential instruments of the system comprise a 
rheostat, fig. 4, serving either as a speed transmitter 
or speed meter, or both; a ‘‘ Pulsator," fig. 5, driven 
by the engine or other apparatus, the speed of which 
is to be controlled or measured ; and balance indicators 
which show when the pulsator is revolving at a speed 
corresponding to the position of a contactor in the 
rheostat. The speed transmitter and meter is mounted 
at the position from which control is to be effected which, 
in the case of a ship, would be generally on the bridge. 
One of the balance indicators is mounted in the engine 
room in a convenient position; the other, fig. o, is 
mounted close to the transmitter or meter. The whole 
system is connected together by means of suitable cables, 
and is supplied from any available d.c. supply. 

The diagram, fig. 7, shows the lay-out in the case of 
a simple installation capable of measuring and for 
controlling at one position the speed of an engine or 
other apparatus at a distance, but the arrangement 
shown does not indicate in any way the limit of the 
possibilities of the system. Arrangements can be made 
to suit cases in which a large number of alternative 
control or measuring positions is required, and the 
System can also be arranged to indicate or signal the 
direction of rotation of the engine or other apparatus. 

The method of using the apparatus is as follows: — 
For controlling, the transmitter is set to the desired 
speed when, if the engine is not running at this speed, 
the pointers of the balance indicators will deflect to 
either reduce or to increase speed, depending 
on the nature of the order. The engineer must alter 
the speed of the engine accordingly until tlie pointer of 
his indicator sliows balance, when the indicator at the 
control stat ion will also show balance, and the operator 
will know that the order is obeyed. To measure speed, 
the dial of the meter is moved until the indicator is 
balanced. The speed can then be read off the dial of 
the meter against the fixed fiducial mark or pointer. . 


(To be concluded.) 
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OBSCURE DEFECTS IN HOUSE FITTINGS. 
AND SOME UNUSUAL REMEDIES. 


Br ‘‘ VOLTMAN.”’ 


‘lug electrical troubles of the ordinary householder with 
regard to his lighting fittings generally prove on in- 


vestigation to be what might be termed ‘‘ obscure but 


minor faults." They are the little things that one would 
least suspect, and if one could go straight to them, one 
would save time, worry, and expense. When one gets 
a reputation amongst one's acquaintances as a dabbler 
in the electric arts one is liable to get all sorts of queer 
commissions to investigate faults which have nonplussed 
the local self-styled ‘‘ electrician," who, one imagines, 
is really more in his element amongst gramophones and 


cycle accessories than in scenting out an elusive bad 
contact or using a galvanometer or test set. 

One rather interesting case of the kind the writer 
investigated some little time ago. The centre light 
over a friend's billiard table was definitely out, and 
holding up play. The local man had been called in, 
and as might be expected promptly diagnosed the trouble 
as a burnt-out lamp, but as a new lamp failed to func- 
tion, the matter was held over to examine the fittings, 
und if need be re-wire them. The fuse on the three 
lights had meanwhile been found to be intact. Actually 
the fault proved to be a ludicrously simple one. At 
the suggestion of the writer it was decided to unscrew 
the cover of the ceiling rose. The cable ends, where 
they came through the terminals to which the flexible 
was connected, were found to be very much '' alive." 
The terminal screws were tight up, and apparently 
firnly gripping the wires, but that was precisely the 
trouble; they were not long enough to grip, and both 
cable ends were, in fact, quite loose in the terminals. 
Luckily a small bit of the wire had been brought through 
the terminals and bent back. These ends were pushed 
into the terminals with the point of a penknife blade, 
and sufficient metal obtained to enable the screws to 
get a firm grip, and contact was restored. Thus the 
local man with his bag of tools and coil of cable was 
done out of a job. 

Another house lighting problem which liad proved 
a mystery to the household concerned was the case of a 
hall lamp which frequently switched itself on. How 
much current had been wasted was never known, but 
it is certain that the lamp used to be alight in the 
daytime continuously for hours. Again the solution 
of the mystery proved. ridiculouslv simple. Inquiry 
indicated that when the light had been found ''on"' 


the switch seemed to be but partly ''on," and only 
required a mere touch to put it “ off." A glance inside 
the switch showed at once what was wrong. The throw- 


off spring had broken, and the contact arm was quite 
loose and had no positive off action. The application 
of Sherlock Holmes's methods of deduction infallibly 
showed that anyone putting on an overcoat or even 
brushing past would probably lightly and unconsciously 
touch the switch knob and close the circuit. An efficient 
substitute for a new spring was soon found by cutting 
a bit of rubber from an old motor tire tube. This was 
packed under the contact arm and provided ample ten- 
sion. The ''repair'' has stood for three years, and 
may last indefinitely. 

Obscure faults in lampholders are another source of 
worry to the non-technical householder. Here, again, 
it is nearly always a bad contact that causes trouble. 
The writer has ‘‘ faked ’’ two or three cases where lamps 
would aggravatingly light sometimes and not at other 
times, due to one or both of the spring plungers in the 
holder sticking. Areing takes place and, of course, 
good contact soon disappears. A quite practical dodge 
of the writer's in such cases is to put a touch of solder 
on the lamp contacts so that firmer pressure is obtained 
against the plungers, which generally have a little 
* apring ’’ left, but not much. 


New lamps, owing, it would seem, to incorrect fitting 
of the cap, not infrequently fail to make contact even 
when the holder is in perfectly good order. The touch 
of solder treatment on the contact plates will quickly 
put this defect right and enable the lamp to be used. 


AN EMERGENCY EXTRACTION PUMP FOR 
A CONDENSER. 


By W. N. Y. KING, A. C. G. I., A.M.I.E.E. 


THE reliability of the steam turbine has been so proved 
that a supply of power can be depended on continuously 
for commercial purposes from two or three generating 
sets. Sometimes one set only is considered sufficient 


equipment to rely on for a private plant. In view of 
the fact that several such plants are in operation, many 
engineers are keenly interested in reducing any chance 
of failure to a minimum. The auxiliary plant is an 
important factor in this connection, principally as re- 
gards the condenser. While a steam turbine can operate 
successfully exhausting to atmosphere when the con- 
denser fails, the boiler plant may, and very probably 
will, not have sufficient capacitv to meet the extra 
demand for steam; especially with the class of fuel 
which has been and is likely to be obtainable for some 


Ccadenser 


EMERGENCY PuwuPiNaG PLANT. 


time now. It may happen, then, that the full load can- 
not be maintained for long, and in addition the cost 
of the extra steam required will be about 50 per cent. 
more. Therefore, in case of a failure involving the 
closing down of a condenser, any temporary means of 
avoiding these consequences will prove a valuable asset. 
One example of this occurred in the case of a 1,500-kW 
turbine on the failure of a condensate extraction pump 
of the centrifugal type, running at 1,420 r.p.m. The 
pump cover was fractured and the vacuum gradually 
failed during a period of about 13 minutes, allow- 
ing time for another machine to be run up on load 
before turning on to atmosphere. There being no 
spare extraction pump, a temporary arrangement was 
made to enable the condenser to work by coupling a 
centrifugal water pump of the ordinary tvpe to the 
condenser outlet, and driving it by means of a 20-h.p. 
motor and belt. The actual power required would have 
been met by a smaller motor, but the most readilv 
available machine was made use of. The arrangement, 
illustrated in the accompanying sketch, proved 
thoroughly satisfactory, the whole condensate being 
dealt with, and full vacuum maintained, 28 in. to 29 in., 
in spite of the fact that the pump was of a different tvpe 
to that designed for the purpose. Repairs to the frac- 
tured pump were then carried out at convenience. 
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JOINT ELECTRICITY AUTHORITIES, 


(Concluded frum page 634.) 
LONDON ELECTRICITY JOINT COMMITTEE 1920 (Lb.). 


The London Electricity Joint Comittee 1920, (Ltd.). in 
submitting a scheme for the constitution of a Joint Electricity 
Authority, does so under the following reservations :— 

The Joint Committee is not satistied that the district, as 
Provisionally determined by the Electricity Commissioners, is 
the best and most economical that could be devised for the 
supply of the London area. This being the case, in adopting 
the technical scheme prepared by the Engineering Committee 
appointed by the London County Council, the local authorities 
and the Joint Committee,* it adopts it as the best scheme 
for the district so provisionally determined as a whole, and 
not necessarily the best scheme for an altered London area. 
In certain circumstances it might be necessary to modify 
the district provisionally delimited by the Commissioners, 
but any modificaton would depend upon the extent to which 
the local authority and company undertakers within the 
district were prepared to join in a scheme for the establish- 
ment of a Joint Electricity Authority and the extent of the 
area covered by the undertakings which might so join. 

The chairman and vice-chairman shall be appointed by the 

authority, and may, but need not, be appointed members. 
The members of the authority shall be appointed by the: 
(a) London County Council, five; (b) City Corporation, one; 
authorised undertakers in the district, being local authorities, 
(c) whether they have entered into an agreement with the 
authority or not (one for every 100 million units sold by 
the whole of such authorised undertakers within the district 
during the year ending March 3lst next preceding the ap- 
pointment); (d) who have entered into an agreement as 
&foresaid (one for every 50 million units sold by the whole 
of such authorised undertakers within the district during the 
year ending March 31st next preceding the appointment); 
authorised undertakers in the district (not being local autho- 
rities), (e) whether they have entered into an agreement or 
not (one for every 100 million units sold by the whole of 
such authorised undertakers within the district during the 
year ending March 3lst next preceding the appointment); 
(f) who have entered into an agreement as aforesaid (one for 
every 50 million units sold by the whole of such authorised 
undertakers within the district during the year ending March 
3lst next preceding the appointment); (g) local authorities 
of areas in the district outside the County of London, from 
whom any right to purchase any or part of an undertaking 
is transferred to the authority by this scheme, two; 60 railway 
companies and large consumers (i. e., consuming not less than 
250,000 units per annum), three. 

Notwithstanding anything in the Act or in this scheme, the 
authority shall not afford any supply of electrical energy to 
any railway company during the continuance of any agree- 
ment in force on the appointed day for the supply of elec- 
trical energy to such railway company by any authorised 
undertaker without the consent of such authorised undertaker. 
Agreements to transfer to the Authority generating stations 
and main transmission lines of authorised undertakers within 
the district shall not apply to any part of the undertaking 
of the Metropolitan Electric Supply Co., Ltd., which is outside 
the County of London, and is not subject to any right of 
purchase by a local authority. 

It shall not be obligatory on the Authority to supply elec- 
tricity to any authorised undertakers who have not agreed 
to transfer to the Authority their generating stations and 
main transmission lines within the district. 

With regard to the financial proposals, as the law now 
stands the Authority could presumably borrow money for 
the purposes of carrying out the scheme on the security of 
ita BM euin. but further capital powers seem open to 
doubt. 

The remaining two schemes, submitted by the London 
County Council and the Conference of Local Authorities Own- 
ing Electricity Undertakings in Greater London respectively, 
have already been outlined in our pages (see Erec. Rev., 
Dec. 10th, 1920, p. 744; Mar. 18th, 1921, p. 363; and Feb. 11th, 
1921, p. 169). 

THE KENT ELECTRICITY AREA. 


AT a meeting at Gwydyr House (London headquarters of the 
Electricity Commission) in July, 1920, a committee consisting 
of the following gentlemen: Messrs. E. O. Forster Brown, 
E. E. Hoadley (Maidstone Corporation), H. B. Harvey (Kent 
Electric Power Co., Chatham), J. A. Forde (Isle of Thanet 
Electric Tramways & Lighting Co., Ltd., Broadstairs), A. 
Raworth, and Thomas Hesketh, acting secretary (Folkestone 
Electricity Supply Co., Ltd.), was appointed to survey the 
present position and potential requirements of electricity: 
supply in the County of Kent (exclusive of the London area), 
and to recommend a general policy of development. The 
committee's report, which is dated November, 1920, has just 
been submitted to the Electricity Commissioners, and what 
follows: is an abstract of it. 

Present Position.—The bulk of the existing demand for and 
supply of electricity in the district under consideration (see 


* ELECTRICAL. Review, Mar. 18th, 1921, p. 363 Dec. 10th, 
1920. p. 744. 


fip. 1; the diameters of the circles are proportional to the 
electricity demands) are broadly for manufacturing purposes 
in the western area and for lighting and colliery purposes in 
the eastern area; while in the central area, which is mainly 
confined to agriculture, electrical developments are practically 
non-existent. The western manufacturing area may be 
defined as that lying approximately to the north-west of a 
line drawn through ‘Tunbridge Wells, Maidstone, Sittingbourne 
and the coast. The eastern area lies approximately east of 
a line drawn a little west of Whitstable, Canterbury, and 
Folkestone. The only generating plant of which the committee 
is aware in the central and agricultural area is one of 500 kW 
at Ashford, belonging to the South-Eastern & Chatham Rail- 
way, and one of 250 kW at Faversham. 

The demand for electricity for manufacturing purposes in 
the western area is a very rapidly increasing one, whereas 
in the eastern area the lighting demand is increasing at a 
more normal rate. It should be emphasised that in neither 
area has the development of electricity supply attained pro- 
portions in any way comparable with the more highly in- 
dustrialised districts of Great Britain. The existing position : 
of affairs in the eastern area, however, is likely to be entirely 
altered as the existing colliery undertakings in the south-east 
Kent coalfield become fully developed, and when new col- 
leries are sunk in the undeveloped portion of the coalfield. 
The development of this field, and the effect is will have in 
creating conditions for the generation of electricity on a large 
scale at a relatively low cost, will eventually therefore convert 
an essentially lighting area into an intensified industrial one. 

Another important factor which may in the future influence 
the scope and direction of electrical development is the electri- 
fication of the South-Eastern & Chatham Railway. The 
materialisation of this project might influence general electri- 
cal development not only in the western and eastern areas. 
but also in the intervening agricultural area; altogether apart 
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from the possible construction, at some future date, of the 
Channel nnel. 

The existing arrangements are not adequate to deal with 
the future requirements of the district, which should be con- 
trolled by one Joint Electricity Authority, although in the 
first instance there will probably be two independent areas 
of supply, situate in east and west Kent respectively. As 
development matures, however, it may become desirable to 
link up these two areas and form one entity. 

Western Area.—Up to the end of 1919, the actual demand 
on the stations of this area has been in the neighbourhood of 
6.458 kW, whereas the demand for 1923 may approximate to 
15,120 kW; when the S.E. & C. Railway has been electrified, 
however, the demand may reach 27.420 kW. The total 
generating plant in the area approximates to 15,725 kW, 
and the amount of 3-phase 50-cycle plant included in this 
figure totals approximately 12,220 kW, of which a considerable 
proportion is of modern efficiency. 

Ignoring for the moment the financial side of the matter, it 
would appear desirable to consider whether as a preliminary 
step the Maidstone and Chatham generating stations should 
be linked up to form the nucleus of an interlinking system 
for the western area, which might gradually be developed 
from this basis. E 

Eastern Area.—The major portion of the electricity in this 
area will probably in the future be consumed at the collieries 
and generated by means of coal produced from them. Even 
at the present incipient stage of development of the coalfield, 
the generating plant installed or provided for at the various 
collieries furnishes an important percentage of the total 
generating plant in the district. "e 

Apart from financial considerations, a preliminary survey 
indicates that considerable benefits might accrue if the four 
existing collieries were linked up, and also connected with 
some of the more important towns in their vicinity. such as 
Dover, Canterbury, and Folkestone. The effect of this linking 
up, with the benefits of improved load factor and increased 
stand-by plant to which it would give rise. would probably 
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go 9 long way towards meeting any increased demand, not 
only from the existing collieries, but also from the towns 
interlinked with them, tor some time to come. 

‘the conditions of electricity supply in the final stage of 
the development of the coalfield would be entirely different. 
During this stage it is anticipated that a considerable pro- 
portion ot the output of the coutheld would be made into coke 
and empioyed in conjunction with iron and steel works on 
the spot. Lhis development would give rise to various secon- 
dary products of coal such as waste heat, waste gas, coke 
breeze, and washery sludge, produced in large quantities in 
the neighbourhood of tidal waters which could be utilised 
for conuensing purposes. By these means electricity could 
be produced on a large scale at a relatively low coste The 
ultimate peak load ot all the collieries may then amount to 
50,00 KW; and in addition the accessory works, towns, and 
factories connected with the system would have to be provided 
for. | 

lectriſication of S.E. & C. Railway.—The S.E. & C. Rail- 
way has a scheme prepared for the electrification of the lines 
to Chatham and Tonbridge, and the committee beheves that, 
in the not far future, eiectrical operation of the main and 
Kent coast lines will be considered. The load factor of the 
railway demand will be excellent, and there is no doubt that 
M it is found practicable to supply both the railway and other 
demands from the same source, the advantages to the com- 
munity will be considerable. 

There are, however, certain difficulties in the way of attain- 
ment of this admittedly desirable arrangement which have 
been pointed out by Mr. Haworth, namely, that “' the 
whole of the modern three-phase plant at present existing 
within the district is designed for the generation of energy 
at 5U cycles. If rotary converters are used, owing to the 
impossibility of obtaining a d50-cycle machine to produce d.c. 
at 1,500 volts, 1t will be necessary to employ 750-volt machines 
arranged in pairs and connected in series, an obviously costly 
and complicated arrangement. In this connection evidence 
is available which appears to justify the following conclusions : 
(1) That the cost of d.c. at 1,500 volts, if obtained through 
5U-cycle motor generators, would be some 15 per cent. higher 
than if obtained through 25-cycle rotary converters. (2) That 
5U-cycle rotary converters are not sutliciently reliable for rail- 
way operating purposes.“ 

Finance.—lhe Committee emphasises the fact that finance 
is the dominating factor. Before any scheme is entered upon 
it wil be necessary to know where the money i.e coming 
from, and upon that information it will be provided, and in 
the absence of that information the committee did not feel 
justified in attempting to do more than indicate the general 
lines upon which development might proceed. 

Conclusions. —Summurised, the conclusions arrived at are 
as follows: (1) The district under review 1s at present inade- 
quately supplied with electricity, and insufficiently organised 
in view of inodern developments. That there is an urgent 
call for some farm of control to be set up to supervise and 
inould the individual undertakings into a well organised whole, 
in order that full advantage may be taken of future develop- 
ments. (2) To enable this to be done a Joint Electricity Au- 
thority should be set up forthwith for the district. (3) To 
commence with, the district should be divided into two main 
supply areas, viz., the western area and the eastern area. 
with the ultimate aim in view of their becoming interlinked 
and forming one complete whole as far as transmission 18 
concerned. (4) The most promising line of development at 
the present moment would take the form of interlinking the 
best of the three-phase stations. (5) If any organisation is to 
be set up to deal with the matter, it 18 important it should 
be formed at an early date, and (6) it should be left to the 
Joint Electricity Authority to decide upon what periodicity 
the district as a whole should ultimately be developed. 

An appendix to the report contains, amongst others, the 
following figures :— 


Western Eastern Col. Private 
area. area. lieries. plant. Totals. 


Maximum demand, 1919, kW .. =) £453 4,755  . 1.425 955 )3/91 . 
Estimated demand, 18923, kW .. = 18,120 7,200 7.5'0  2,8^0 8n.670 
Existing plant, kW = 15,725 9,178 50% 2,620 82,593 


Existing 3-phase 50-cycle plant, kW = 12,220 2,00 8.00 — 198) 
3-phase plant on order, kx = — 8,25 5,000 ? 8,250 
The possible demand for the S.E. & C. Railway electrifica- 
tion may be in the western area 12.300 kW and in the 
eastern area 13,200 kW. 
The Electricity Commissioners have not yet come to any 
decision on fhe contents of the report. 


The Swedish Electric Works.—Tbe report of the A. B. 
Elektraverken states that the general industrial depression 
ulfected the company's manufacturing branches in 1920. More- 
over, German competition based upon exchange dumping 
hampered the company's activity. Restrictions in working 
had to be made on a large scale in the second half or the 
vear, and the unfavourable results were also prejudiced by 
a lock-out and the introduction of the eight-hour day. The 
accounts show a loss of 311.000 kroner. as against net profits 
of 557,000 kroner in 1919, when no dividend was paid. After 
extinguishing the loss by the absorption of most of the balance 
of 318,000 kroner brought forward, the sum of 7,000 kroner 
Was carried to the accounts for 1921. 


MULTI-PART TARIFFS. 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE ELECTRICITY COMMISSION. 


IN November, 1920, the Electricity Commissioners received as 
a deputation the Joint Committee of the British Electrical 
Development Association (Inc.), which was appointed to deal 
with taritis and methods of charging for electricity supply in 
relation to proposed legislation; they indicated their wilung- 
ness to consider any further statement of the case presented 
by the Committee, and asked for examples showing the opera- 
tion of tariis of the class which the deputation haa in unnd. 

As a result of further denberations by the Committee the 
memorandum abstracted below was submitted to the Electri- 
city Commissioners, together With examples of muiti-part 
tariffs in practice, namely, that at Grimsby, the floor space 
system at Dundee, and the rateable value systems at Glou- 
cester, Norwich and Ilford (London). 

‘Lhe main object of the deputation was to ask that it should 
be made lawful for the Commissioners to grant requests from 
electricity suppliers for powers to enforce, in any particular 
distribution area or part thereof and with regard to any class 
or classes of consumers, systems of charging for supply which 
should secure to the suppliers payments or subscriptions sutt- 
cient to recoup them for the expense of being " ready to 
supply " and, in addition to such subscriptions, to charge for 
the energy actually used by the consumers as metered or other. 
wise computed. in order to effect this object the following 
draft clause was submitted as suitable for insertion in the 
Electricity (Supply) (No. 2) Bill :— 

" Notwithstanding anything contained in any Act or Order 
confirmed by or having the ellect of an Act, it shall be lawful 
for any undertakers on the application of such undertakers for 
any private purposes and any public purposes other than the 
lighting of any street, to charge by any method approved by 
the Electricity Commissioners for any particular area or class 
of consumers and any such method may authorise a periodical 
charge in addition to or in lieu of à charge for the energy 
supplied to him.” 

‘The systems of charging contemplated are generally referred 
to as two-purt or multi-part tariffs, and are already in fairly 
extensive use (by agreement with consumers) for power and 
also for business and doinestic supplies. 

The advantages of this method of charging are :— 

(a) To the Supplier.—A guaranteed return from each con- 
suiner on account of the costs incurred in being ready to supply 
him, &c.; such return being secured irrespectively of the 
amount of electricity used and also if for any reason no élec- 
tricity is used. The ability to offer to consumers electricity at 
an average rate per kWh which diminishes as the load factor 
increases and in diminishing may be made to follow closely 
the characteristic of the curve of the cost of supply in relation 
to load and other factors in any given undertaking; and a 
relief from the risk of energy being used from a lower rated 
circuit for purposes which are chargeable at a higher rate. In 
effect, a tariff with which, if suitable values are chosen for the 
fixed and running charges, encouragement is offered to the 
consumer to use appliances and methods which tend to increase 
the efliciency of generation and distribution (i.e., to lower 
costs). 

100 To the Consumer. —A supply of energy for all purposes 
through one meter at a single rate per unit. The ability to 
use apparatus of any kind on any part or circuit of the instal- 
lation, subject onlv to its capacity, and without regard to vary- 
ing charges; simplification of wiring; and freedom to use stan- 
dard and interchangeable plugs and sockets for all purposes. 
within limits of capacity. Reduced cost of accidental waste or 
occasional abnormal use. Some control over average rates pav- 
able, and ability to lower it by arranging the use of the supply 
so as to improve the conditions of the suppliers; and in the 
case of a small user, knowledge in advance of the principal 
item of the account for supply. 

(c) To the industry generally.—Encouragement to extend the 
general use of electricity, increased demand for apparatus and 
installation work, and simplification of methods. 

The consumer automatically secures the service on a falling 
curve of average price which, to a great extent, coincides with 
the falling curve of the cost of supply. Other public utilities 
charge for service on a similar basis, and as in the case of 
water supply and telephone service the most equitable arrange- 
ment lies in collecting annual amounts from the consumers in 
relation to the '' rate of use and, in addition, making some 
further charge based upon their actual use of the commodity or 
service in question. Charges can in this way be made equit- 
able to all. 

Minimum Charge.—Although large increases in the charge 
per kWh have been necessary in recent years, vet the small 
consurner has really secured an advantage. his expenditure 
upon “electricity service“ being actually reduced in certain 
cases. Until recently the consumer was lable to pay a mini- 
mum charge, generally equivalent to 8@ kWh per vear at Sd. 
per kWh, or £2 18s. 4d. In connection with maximum-price 
revision this has been altered generaily to 2 quarters x 15 
kWh X maximum price; 2 quarters X 10 kWh x maximum 
price: or 50 kWh per vear at, for example. 1s. per kWh-onlv 
£2 10s.. so that a 50 per cent. increase on the rate per kWh 
results in the guaranteed minimum revenue from the consumer 
falling £2 10s./ £2 13s. 4d. about 6 per cent. 
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Presumably the object of reducing the minimum number of 
k Wh to be used or paid for from do to 50 (37 per cent.) is to 

allow the consumer a concession in view of the increased 
eftliclency of the modern lamp. The result is to benefit the 
small consumer who had become a source of loss (i- e., expense 
to all the consumers as a body) betore the change; it in no way 
helps the consumer whose use exceeds the minimum, and it 
renders the position of the supply undertaking more difficult. 

In the multi-part tariffs under consideration, the annual fixed 
charge is in the nature of a minimum payment, but does not 
cover any supply of energy, and merely to increase the mini- 
mum charges at present in force would not meet the require- 
ments so well, and would only accentuate the disadvantages 
always attaching to such minimum demands. 

There is little doubt that unification schemes for large areas 
would lead the public to demand more uniformity of the charge 
than exists to-day, and to satisfy such a demand might con- 
ceivably lead to an increase in charges near the centres of 
generation for the benefit of the more remote parts of the dis- 
tricts. It is contended that, so far as concerns the domestic 
load at least, multi-part systems of charging would help to 
overcome this difficulty. Consumers could be made to under- 
stand that the rates of a fixed charge or annual subscription 
must vary considerably in relation to distance along the distri- 
buting lines, the density of local loading, &c., whilst the run- 
ning rate per kWh could be made uniforin or nearly so over 
the whole area. 

The potential domestic demand in this country is very large 
indeed. Even at present, and with the main heating of the 
house carried out by means of raw fuel, the use of electricity 
for lighting. for cooking, for occasional heating, and for 
mechanical appliances in the house may well call for from ten 
to fifteen times as much electricity as the lighting only, say, 
2,000 to 3,000 kWh per home per annum as a moderate estimate 
against 200 for lighting only. 

Cheap and abundant supplies of electricity have been put 
forward as the working ideal for industry, and as one of the 
most essential features of future prosperity. Within limits the 
statement is correct; in the majority of businesses, however, 
the expenditure upon electricity for light, power, or even heat 
ranks amongst the smallest of their outgoings. 

Many machines and labour-saving devices now in use Heald 
never have been invented but for the ability to employ electri- 
city in operating them. For some purposes also the cost of the 
electrical energy employed is so small compared with the value 
of the article produced, or with the incidental savings secured, 
that any reduction in the charges fur supply is of no parti- 
cular moment. 

So far as concerns the country as a whole, it would appear 
more urgent for the supplies of electricity to be abundant," 
i.e., obtainable everywhere, than to be cheap.“ and they 
must become abundant (widely distributed) before they can 
become ''cheap." The maintenance of the flat rate method of 
charging and the restriction of maximum prices is responsible 
for delay in extension and for the refusal of business in many 
districts. Complaints of inability to obtain electricity are at 
present more prevalent than complaints relating to the prices 
charged. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters recei red by us after 5 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the following week. 
cations at the earliest possible moment. No letter can be published 
unless we have the writer's name and address in our possession, 


. Wear of Rotary-Converter Slip Rings. 


The machines to which I refer are of the following capacity : 
500 kW, 940 volts, d.c., the a.c. supply being 6-phase, 40 
cycles, and the speed 800 r.p.m. 

On each slip ring there are three tapping points, and we 
have found that the parts of the rings near these points 
hecome PADS arently high, whilst the parts between become 
low. rushes used are Metite," and the metal of the 
ring is of a copper bronze colour. T.ubrication is effected 
by an oil swab lightly touching each ring. 

Is it possible that the metal of the ring is transferred to 
the brush and vice versa, depending on the direction of the 
current, which will clearly go through three complete cycles 
during each revolution? 


We find that an average run of 2,000 hours is about the 


maximum that can be obtained before a regrinding of the 
rings becomes necessary. Perhaps some other reader can 
elucidate this matter. 


i Koocat. 
May llith, 1921. . 


Variable-speed a.c. Motors. 


We are very much interested in the lecture by Dr. 8. P. 
Smith. reported jn your issue of May 6th. and althongh it 
is possibly not quite fair to criticise Dr. Smith in the absence 
of an absolutely complete report of his remarks, it would 
seem from your abstract as if he cannot be entirelv acquitted 
of paying more attention to work done on the Continent than 
to that done in this. 


country. 
It is true he refers to Mr. Oreedy's method of varying the 


Correspondents should forward their communi- | 


speed of the polyphase induction motor, but he makes no 
reference to the variable single-phase commutator motor, 
developed by him. which has been on sale by us in this 
country for the past six years. These have been fully de- 
scribed in the Press on. numerous occasions, and notably an 
abstract from a paper read before the Association of Super- 
vising Electricians on April 9th, 1918, appeared in your 
columns and in the remainder of the technical Press. 

We must all admire the work of Mr. Ll. B. Atkinson, but 
it is far from true that his conceptions have been developed 
not in this country but in Germany. 

A very large number of these motors are running, some 
of which have been in operation for many years. 


Pooley & Austin. 
London 


May 10th, 1921. 


The Grading of Mains Engineers. 


It seems strange that no one has followed up the pertinent 
remarks of your correspondent '' N. B." in your issue of 
April 22nd, for he really voices one of the anomalies of station 
work. Why should a mains superintendent get more pay 
than a charge engineer? One can answer that it is customary. 
But these are days when ancient customs are going by the 
board one after the other, and this particular custom will not 
really stand close analysis. The minimum necessary technical 
knowledge and practical experience are very considerably less 
to make a passable mains superintendent than a passable 
charge engineer. Against this must be set the fact that a 
maius superintendent is head of a department, and should 
have a certain amount more managerial and business respon- 
sibility, though in municipal stations this is not really a lot. 
On the other hand, the charge engineer has to possess certain 
physical and mental qualities in a considerably higher degree 
than the mains superintendent, and these qualities are pro- 
bably rarer than the modicum of business ability set off 
against them. In close on 20 years of station experience I 
have come across over a dozen cases of men having to give 
up charge engineers’ jobs because of the physical, mental, and 
nervous strain; yet the same men were almost invariably. 
able to stand other branches of station work, and I cannot 
recall a single case of men in other positions having to seek 

a change. I can count up also a very large number of men 
with far less responsible positions in charge of running plant. 
from switchboard attendants to stokers, who were unable to 
“stick it," and it is recorded of the late Andrew Carnegie 
that as a ‘youth he had a nervous collapse and had to give up 
his job through being put in charge of a boiler for heating 
a building. 

If we take a hypothetical test case, I maintain that an 
intelligent clerk or layman, given a year's diligent work at 
a technical school and six months’ practical experience, would 
make a better show as a mains superintendent than a similar 
man with two vears’ technical training and a year’s practical. 


. experience would as a charge engineer, having the unrelieved 


responsibility for eight hours on end of engines. boilers. 
generators, switchboard, steam, and water auxiliaries, flues, 
fans, steam and water mains. &c. 

I don't wish to detract from a mains superintendent's 
responsibilities; I have exnerienced the delights of turning out 
in a blinding storm at midnight with &x inches of snow on 
the ground to trv to locate a fault. I have also experienced 
considerable displavs of fireworks on various switchboards, 
and honestly rather enjoved the excitement of them AS 8 ue 
But a case of water hammer in a steam main at 4 a.m.. 
series of terrific unaccountable bangs that fairly shook the 
building. left me in a cold sweat for a month. as did alao 
a breakdown of a pump (while the onlv other one was under 
repair) at the neak of a heavy load, with a bank of boilers 
all steaming their hardest. 

But supposing. in deference to ancient custom. we Ponce 
the mains sunerinfendent one grade above the charge en-: 
gineer. Bv what freak of the maddest reasoning can we place 
him in the same grade as the station superintendent. as the 
E.P.E.A. schedule does? The station superintendent, whose 
necessary technical qualifications leave the mains superinten- 
dent in the infants’ class! The station sunerintendent. who 
ir responsible more than any man except the chief. for“ pro- 
ducing cheaply.” whore business abilities must be of a verv 
high order to trace out the elusive B.th.u.'s through their 
many ramifications, and account for all of them! ` 

The station superintendent and the charge engineers are 
really the kev men of the electricitv supplv industry: without 
them anv station will eventually stop: with them it can run 
almost indefinitely. Why. therefore. are thev both go slighted 
in the E. P. E. A. schednle?—the one lumped in with the mains, 
superintendent, and the other nlaced at the bottom of the 
list (for those grades from 8a to 10h are mere camonflage. 
no one is officiallv graded in them that T have been able to 
find out vet) with every Tom. Dick. and Harry in or abont. 
the station ranking with or over him! The exnlanation T 
have heard (T am open to correction on it) is that the schedule 
sub-committee was composed of three chief assistants snd 
one mains man.  'Tis an ancient axiom of our race that 
“God helps those who heln themselves," and that lonely 
but highly efficient revresentative of the mains department 
certainly got his ample fist wel! into the mess of Pete 
while it was being handed round. 


1 
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It is a striking comment on the chastening effects of much 
shift work on the human system that, with the lonely excep- 
tion of N. B.,“ the charge engineers have accepted with 
humble and contrite hearts what the mains department has 
been pleased to give them. 

P. S. 


May 10th, 1921. 


The Speed of Electric Motors as a National Problem. 


The electric motor should be the prime mover for all in- 
dustries, having the advantages of simplicity, safety, silence, 
and absence of offensive exhaust, among many others. 

Electricity supply will become available in every part of the 
country when transmission is permitted with high-pressure 
overhead lines, as in Canada. 


A large number of electric motors will be needed to make 


the factories they are required for efficient, whether placed in 
rural areas or in great and, too often, slummy towns. The 
capital required for these electric motors is a serious matter, 
and it is a clear proposition that, given the same durability. 
efficiency, and workmanship, the lowest first cost is the correct 
one. 

The electric motor as a non-reciprocating prime mover is 
capable of rotating nt high speed with no mechanical or elec- 
trical drawbacks; vide the generators of turbo sets. 

Petrol-driven prime movers, with many delicate recipro- 
cating parts, run at as high speed as the average electric 
motor, and jn manv cases at twice the speed. 

The advertising paces of a leading mechanical engineering 
journal give the following machines that require driving : 
Pumps, cranes, fans, grinders, blowers, rolling mills, centri- 
fugals, convevors, mixers, lathes and machine tools, wood- 
working machinery, presses, vacuum plant, drills, out of 
which only one or two demand a low-speed mover. 

Why then has the idea of low sneed got standardised in the 
purchasing side of the electrical industry, and why does the 
electrical engineer of to-day permit his customer to specify 
low-speed machines? 

The explanation often given is that the motor is to drive a 
line shaft. and this must not run above 160 r.n.m. Possibly 
the electrical enrineer comes too late on the field to see that 
the shaft runs at 400 to 500 r.p.m., with corresponding saving 
in cost, weight, and maintenance. 

Take wood-working machinery. where high-speed toole can 
alone secure perfect results; there are manv instances where 
motors of 600 or 800 r.p.m. are being used to drive machines 
running at from 3,000 to 5 00 rp. m., with intermediate shafts 
and corresponding want of efficienev. 

The spread of polvnhase supplies has tended to accustom 
huvers to speeds of the order of 1.500 to 1,800 r.p.m., even 
in large-sized motara, and that is to the good. 

The object of this letter ie to nush forward the practical point 
that foo much money is being laid ont on low-speed motors to 
the detriment of the general purchasing rower of electric 
motors and consequent spread of the demand for electric power 
which tnevitahlv means more cables. switches fuses. starters. 
conduit. electricity, work, and many other advantages to the 
electrical industry. 

Justus Eck. 


Sonthall. 
May 16th, 1921. 


The Maintenance of Intercommunication Telephones. 


We noted with interest the letter of Mr. G. Theohald. of 
the R.E. Co.. in your last issue. We have, since our com- 
nanv's formation. carried out work of this description. and 
we have no hesitation in saving that we have alwavsa given 
our clients every satisfaction. — Arv telephone installation 
overhauls which we undertake we alwavs guarantee. and we 
also specialise in anv comnlicated electrical systems not within 
the scane of the average electrical contractor. 

We beg to state that our staff of expert telenhone engineers 
is always at the service of all contractore—and Mr. Theobald. 


W. E. Weekes & Co. 
London. CHAS. H. CLARK. 
May 14th, 1921. 
[To avoid confusion, we mav mention that the initials 
B. F. Co." here denote the Balding Electric Co.—Enps. Erec. 
Rev.] . 


The Wiring of Ferro-concrete Factories. 


In mv previous letter on this snbiect T said that as a result 
of considerable exnerience in wiring ferro-concrete factories. T 
had fonnd the screwed steel conduit svstem to be the most svit- 
able for this class of building. Opinions since sired on the 
subject reem to favonr the C. T. S. cable system. In designing 
a ferro- concrete building T fake it that everything that goes 
into its eaninment should also be as nearly fir2nreof as the 
structure itself. Tn clacsifving wiring svsteme. T should cer- 
tainly nlace onlv those having a non-combustible outer cover- 
ine in the firenroof category. | 

Tn vonr current issne. Mr. A. C. Purdav quotes me as ray- 
ing that in Vancouver the only svetem recognised as coming 
np to the requirements of the modern firenroof building ir the 
ecrewed cteel conduit svetem. This is quite correct, and the 
City of Vancouver is exceptionally advanced electrically, and 


probably contains more buildings of this class than any city 
of a similar size in the British Empire. 

Regarding ferro-concrete factories especially, the selection of 
the wiring installation depends largely upon whether the sys- 
tem is embedded in the concrete during building construction 
or run on the surface of the completed structure. Taking the 
former case as being more up to date, all the tedious cutting, 
chasing, and plugging of ceilings and walls, so common in 
English practice, is obviated. 

I beheve I am right in saying that there is no other con- 
cealed system of wiring that so lends itself to subsequent 
examination and repair as that of screwed steel conduit, it 
being possible to draw the wires out or in at any time with. 
out the slightest interference or damage to the finish of the 
building. Also with the additional protection of the concrete. 
it is as fireproof as it is possible to make electrical work. and 
will remain so as long as the building stands. In concluding. 
I may state that the Admiralty specifies screwed steel conduit 
wherever there is a particular danger from fire, and in addi- 
tion uses it almost exclusively for the permanent general 
wiring throughout H.M. Dockyards. 

P. Davis. 


Portsmouth. 
May 16th, 1921. 


Cables for Hot Situations. 


I should he very pleased to give R. A. H.” my idea of the 
ideal cable for use in situations where the temperature is nor- 
mallv 105 deg. F. and sometimes exceeds that value. I was 
recentlv wiring a rag-drving room. and not being aware of the 
amount of heat required for the drving process. in accordance 
with orders I carried out the job with V.I.R. cable in conduit. 

Only 14 davs elapsed before I was called in to replace fuses. 
which persisted in blowing: on making a strict inspection I 
discovered that the insulation was literally as drv as sticks, 
and in places had completely left the conductors. I was then 
confronted with the problem of findine a suitable class af cable 
which would withstand the heat. What was required was a 
cable the condition of the insulation of which could easily he 
ascertained. alsa which bad a protective covering: the mlr- 
cable which fulfils these conditions is C.T.S. Eventnally T 
rewired the dryinv room with C. T. S., which I found stood ov 
to the heat exreedinelvy well: one verv good point abont it is 
that, on examining the condition of the outer rubber sheath- 
ing. the condition of the inner insulation can easily he accer- 
tained. T should be pleased to hear of anv other cable which 
is suitable for bith temneratures. Mechanically enclosed 
cables are, to my idea, retainers of heat. 


May 16th, 1921. 


Conservative Methods. 


Surelv it is time that a strong protest was made against the 
nerfectlv idiotic method of packing accumulator plates adopted 
hv certain well-known manufacturers. The plates are sent out 
immovablv wedged into unbreakable crates hy means of 
wooden distance nieces which nowhere project hevond the 
hattery plates, and so are impossible to seize. Two strone 
hattens are then jammed across the row of plates from side 
to side of the crate. te which thev are fastened by huge nails 
driven through from the ontside into their ends. 

Tf these crates are as valuable as the makers would bave ns 
helieve. why nre thev s^ packed that the average man con- 
eludes that nothing hnt force withont stint will nppack them? 
If thev are not really valnable, why is such a preposterous 
nrice put nnon them? On my desk as T write is an account 
for over £50 for the cases of a small 50-volt battery. 

Cen anvone tell us of a maker who has heard of such 
mechanical aids °F screws and halts and nuts. and who nes 
them on his packing cases? T have orders waiting for that 
maker, but no more for the wild men of the nail age. 


Twice Shy. 


Two Phase. 


May 13th, 1921. 


Electrica! Dork Equinment.—A dry dock of the Tietjen 
ond Lang Drv Docks Co.. at Hoboken. New Jersev. which 
has been in operation since 1900, has been recently fitted with 
^ complete svatem of electrically controlled numps and motors. 
The dock consists of sections hoving a total overall length. 
inclnding entriogers of 468 ft. The new pumping equipment 
consists of ten 18-in. vertical-shaft single-hottom suction 
pumps. One of there pumps is placed in the centre eam- 
partment cf each wing of ech of the five sections: in 
cast-iron pipes are connected from the bottom of each pump 
and terminate at the two end comrartments in the same 
section. Twwelve-inch valves are installed in these ~as, and 
the stems are extended to the decks of the wings Eighteen- 
inch gate and check valves are placed in discharge linet. 
All suctinn lines are terminated bv foot valves which brne 
the suctions +a within 8 in. of the bottom of the dack. The 
electrical equipment consists of ten vertical rquirrel-cace tre 
a r.p.m. constant eneed induction motors. desianed for 
75 h.n. capacity in 150-h.p. frames and for use on 9.400-v^tt. 
two-phase. 60 cycle alternating current circuits. The motor 
are coupled by means of flexible couplings to the shafts of 
the pumps.—Journal of Commerce. 
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THE TEMPERATURE LIMITS OF LARGE 
ALTERNATORS. 


DISCUSSION AT LIVERPOOL. 

MEMBERS of the LIVERPOOL SUB-CENTRE OF THE NORTH-WESTERN 
CENTRE of the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS, discussed 
Mr. G. A. Juhlin’s paper ‘on the above subject, which was 
abstracted in our issues of February 4th and Uth, on February 
28th, when Mr. HOLLINGSWORTH remarked that in connection 
with electric generating plant, they should try and further 
&ny proposition leading towards reduced capital cost and 
increased efliciency, provided it was not at the sacrifice of 
reliability. That was the crux of the question; were they 
going to sacrifice anything in the direction of reliability by 
adopting the proposals put forward by the author?  Experi- 
ence with alternators had been generally satisfactory during 
recent yeurs, and unless a very great advantage was to be 
obtained it was not advisable to make any great change in 
the design or construction of such plant. A machine the 
speaker had control of (one manufactured by Messrs. Dick 
Kerr, of Preston, and of which Mr. Juhlin was the designer) 
had been the cause of sleepless nights owing to a hot spot 
on the top of the yoke. It was not an easy matter to ascertain 
the correct temperature on such a surface, and the spot in 
question seemed to get hotter every time they felt it. Not 
to his knowledge had the machine in question given any 
trouble, and in all probability it was working at a higher 
temperature than that which Mr. Juhlin was now advocating 
such machines should be worked at. Engineers would not 
disagree with the author's plea for the adoption of tempera- 
ture detectors. in fact manufacturers had been backward in 
that respect, for speaking as an operating engineer, he would 
have welcomed anything of the sort years ago. In the case 
of machines running at the same speed. those with high 
temperature rating are cheaper," but would that mean any 
great decrease in capital cost? "There would be a reduction 
in material, but the labour costs would not be reduced very 
much, and in any case would the reduced capital cost com- 
pensate for the reduced reliability? The speaker could not 
understand what Mr. Juhlin meant by ''higher efficiencies 
are obtainable ’’; how did a decrease in copper mean increased 
efficiency? Larger units can be built at higher speeds,” 
but with their present knowledge of the steam ‘turbine that 
was the limiting factor, and they could not deal with the 
alternators without taking the turbines into consideration. 
Mr. Juhlin was prepared to build alternators of considerably 
greater capacity than at present at a speed of 3,000 r.p.m., 
but the speaker said he would not like to install one of more 
than 8,000 kW at 3,000 r.p.m.; therefore, he did not see that 
any great claim could be made for higher alternator speeds 
until Mr. Juhlin could get some of his brother engineers to 
produce a reliable turbine. 

Mr. F. J. Teaco pointed out that the author proposed that 
the limit of the ultimate temperature, as measured on the 
conductors in the core, should be 160 deg. C. The existing 
rule was that, for mica, paper, and like materials, the limiting 
ultimate temperature should be 125 deg. C. The latter figure, 
then, would be measured on the end windings and not in the 
slots, since the insulation in the slots was practically pure 
mica. Now, in general, if the end windings were worked 
at a total temperature of 125 deg. C., the windings in the 
slots would be 160 deg. C. and perfectly safe, since micanite 
tubes would withstand temperatures far in excess of anything 
yet proposed. Since the end windings formed the weak spot, 
and since 125 deg. C. measured there would rate the machine 
as high as 160 deg. C. measured in the slots, why not use 
the end windings as the point of reference? The end wind- 
ings also had the advantage of accessibility. In any case, 
Mr. Juhlin's proposals were in no way revolutionary, because 
existing plant was operating round about his figures. 

Prof. E. W. MARCHANT asked Mr. Juhlin whether he had 
ever measured the temperature rise of windings bv measuring 
their increase in resistance by superimposing a small 
d.c.? A scheme of that kind would be practicable. The 
speaker sketched & Wheatstone bridge circnit which would 
enable one to determine the increase in resistance of 
the windings when hot, with the alternator running, which 
would not be of very great value if thermo-couples were fitted, 
but if a machine was built without thermo-couples, and one 
wanted to find the average temperature rise of the windings 
it would be useful. With regard to thermal resistivity, ex- 
periments on some insulating materials used on buried cables 
showed that apparentlv, although the alteration was not very 
marked, there was a diminution in the resistivity with increase 
of temnernture. 

Mr. A. E. Mauras explained that the author's opening state- 
ment gave 40 deg. as the limiting temperature rise generally 
adopted in this country. but on the Continent the speaker 
had generally seen 45 deg. specified, and the difference of 
5 deg.. of course, gave the Continental makers an advantage 
in competition. 'To emplov a libera] number of embedded 
temperature detectors would add to the cost of the machine. 
although the addition might not be very serious in the case 


of really large apparatus. With regard to the type of indicat- 
ing device, some years ago he used a thermo-couple instru- 
ment by Le Chatelier to measure the temperature of hot 
gases, but found that the millivoltmeter used in conjunction 
therewith was so sensitive as to be seriously interfered 
with by stray fields. There was no d.c. anywhere near the 
instrument, but the conclusion come to was that atmospheric 
disturbances caused a great deal of interference. It happened 
to be very hot, dry, weather at the time, and it was conceivable 
that atmospheric influence could at times have the same 
effect in this country. For that reason, the resistance ther- 
mometer would appear to offer a great advantage, more especi- 
ally as the null method of measurement was more accurate 
than any direct-reading method. In the case of large machines 
of new design, it was highly desirable to provide embedded 
temperature detectors, but whether the advantage to be gained 
by fitting those devices to every large machine turned out 
would justify their cost was open to some doubt. It must 
not be lost sight of that their use would involve some danger, 
since if the detectors did not happen to be placed at the spot 
of maximum temperature, their readings might induce the 
operator to overload his machine beyond the real danger point. 
Mr. C. Rettig, referring to the electric propulsion of ships, 
the conditions in which were totally different from anything 
ashore, said that the sudden reversal of motors totallin 
180,000 h.p. from full speed ahead to full speed astern, an 
also the possibility of the propellers rising out of the water 
and sudden turning movements, demanded a safe temperature 
limit for the machinery. In later ships, as well as in the 
New Mezico, a new instrument had been installed for measur- 
ing the field temperatures, which showed the temperature of 
the field conductor and depended for its operation on the . 
change in resistance of a conductor with the change in its 
temperature.* It really indicated electrical resistance, but in- 
stead of a scale of resistance a scale graduated in degrees 
Fahrenheit was used. The instrument was employed on the 
alternator field only, no such instrument being necessary in 
the field of the synchronous motor. He felt they were being 
left behind in the development of the electric propulsion of 
ships. Other countries were building ships of all kinds which 
were being electrically driven, and were having every success. 


LEGAL. 


DisPUTE re ELECTRICAL APPRENTICES' WAGES. 


A WAGES dispute between Mr. E. E. Newbald, electrical engi- 
neer, Sutton, Surrey, and the Electrical Trades Union was 
amicably settled at the Sutton Police Court on May 12th. 

Mr. Newbald's men and three apprentices, it was stated, 
came out on strike because he declined to pay the apprentices 
higher wages, and he applied to the Court for an order setting 
aside or rescinding the indentures in consequence of the action 
of the youths. 

The parties, however, consulted in private, and Mr. C. 
Doughty, counsel for Mr. Newbald, informed the Court of the 
settlement. If the Court had made an order for the youths to 
return to work he feared they would not have done so, 
with the result that they would have been sent to prison. 
The settlement was this: The indentures of the three appren- 
tics would be transferred to another employer, and Mr. New- 
bald had agreed to carry on their wages until that transfer 
took place, but not for longer than a month. The wages 
agreed upon were slightly more than the indenture wages, 
and the figure was fixed on pre-war wages with the addition 
of war increases which had been given under the various 
orders of the Industrial Courts. The last condition was that 
the men in Mr. Newbald's employ should return to work at 
once, and that the embargo placed on Mr. Newbald's activities 
should be immediately removed. 

Mr. G. W. H. Jones, M.P., for the Union, said the Union 
was fighting for & principle which, he was glad to say, 
had been recognised, and in order to get rid of the differences 
the Union had agreed to concede half the amount. 

Sir RALPH Forster, J. P.: What is the principle? These 
boys are serving by indenture; a rate of pay is fixed and the 
5 comes along and says you must alter that rate. Is that 
80 

Mr. Jones: Not quite. We say certain awards have been 
made, and these boys are to benefit as a right to them. 

Mr. DovanTY observed that that principle, although not 
recognised by people not within trade unions, was established 
to some extent during the war, but there was nothing to-day 
to prevent employers paying any wages thev thought fit. but 
if they did they would have to combat the hostility of the 
unions. 


Hampton & Sons v. MONROE. 


Mr. EpwarD Porock, High Court Official Referee, on May 
13th, continued the hearing of this action, which was com- 
menced on April 18th and adjourned on the 28rd for the evi- 
ipis of Mrs. Monroe, who was unable to attend owing t^ 
illness. 


* ELECTRICAL Review, April 15th, 1921, p. 496. - 
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'On the case being resumed, some further evidence chiefly of 
8 formal character was called, Mr. Pollock having in the mean- 
time taken the testimony of Mrs. Monroe at her residence at 
Chessington, she being still too unwell to attend the court. 

Mr. SAVILLE Percy MORRELL, costs clerk employed by the 
E firm, gave evidence as to certain charges which had 

en made in excess of the contract prices. He said there was 
an amount of £105 charged, owing to increase of wages result- 
ing from the advance in the scale upon which they had to pay, 
and the caleulations upon which he had arrived at that figure 
were correct. That was upon two items only, £64 in respect 
of decorations and £41 in the sanitary and hot water trades. 
In every case he had taken the figures out of the actual wages 
sheets, and had rectified them in accordance with the new 
wages prevailing. 

crossexamination, the witness further explained the 
method by which he had made his calculations. He said he 
had the award and instructions from the head office, and on the 
basis of the award he worked out the increased cost by adding 
124 per cent. 

Mr. Compston, K.C., for plaintiffs, said that the firm had 
lost on two of the estimates and slightly gained on the others, 
but on the whole it was less than it had expected. 

In further cross-examination, witness said that where the 
name of Mrs. Monroe appeared it was a clerical error, a8 most 
of the orders were in the name of Mr. Monroe. 

The Official Referee, in the result, found that the husband 
and wife were jointly liable. and gave judgment against both 
for the sum of £4,800 with costs. He also gave judgment for 
the plaintiffs on a counterclaim eet up by the defendants with 
costs. 


UNAUTHORISED SUPPLY. 


SumsoneD for unlawfully connecting an electricity meter with 
an electric line through which energy was supplied by the 
Wallasey Corporation, without giving forty-eight hours’ notice 
of his intention to do so. Francis Bisson. of Trafalgar Road, 
Esremont. appeared before the magistrates nt the Wallasey 
Petty Sessions on May llth. For the Corporation it was stated 
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that as defendant did not pay for electricity which had been 
supphed, the supply was cut off. Defendant afterwards paid 
the bill and connected the wires himself. . He pleaded that he 
acted in ignorance. He was going to pay the bill when the 
workman came to cut off the supply. He told the man that, 
and he said that another man would be there in the afternoon 
to put it on again. When the bill had been paid and the man 
did not come, he connected the wires himself, as he had 
done many times aboard ship. The chairman of the magis 
trates agreed that defendant had done what he had no right 
to do, and ordered hitin to pay the cost of the summons. 


SEDITION CHARGE. 


At the South-Western Police Court on Tuesday, Frederick 
Newington, district secretary of the Wandsworth Branch of 
the Electrical Trades Union, was summoned under Regula- 
tion 19 of the Emergency Regulations for acting in a manner 
likely to cause disaffection among H.M. Forces. It appeared 
that F. R. A. Freeman, a member of the E.T.U., joined the 
Defence Force, and was expelled by the branch for conduct 
contrary to the interests of the union," the resolution being 
communicated to him by Newington. In defence it was 
alleged that Freeman and another were expelled because s 
strike was called. and instead of standing by their comrades 
they joined the Defence Force. The case was adjourned till 
J une 2nd to enable the union to consider the reinstatement of 
the men. 


BUTLER v. HAMEL. 


At the Nottingham County Court last week, Clifford Butler, 
trading as Clifford Butler & Co., electrical engineers, Mansfield 
Road, sued E. Hamel, of Holly Dene. Mansfield Road, for 
£17 128. 8d. for electrical work done. Defendant admitted the 
claim. but he also claimed £100 from plaintiff for damage done 
to a candelabrum by the latter’s workmen. Conflicting evidence 
was given as to the value of the candelabrum. Judgment was 
given for Butler on the claim and for Hamel on the counter- 
claim for £75 and costs. 


s — 


NOTES. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.—FRancis EDWARD JAMES 
PADMORE. Marlborough Road. Nuneaton, electrical contractor.— 
The debtor's statement of affairs, issued by the Official Receiver 
(Mr. C. J. Band. Coventry), shows gross liahilities amounting to 
£211 the whole of which is expected to rank for dividend. The 
assets are returned as nil.“ leaving a deficienoy of £211. Debtor 
gives as the causes of failure illness of self and family; bad trade; 
competition in trade." It appears that he commenced business 
with a cash capital of £5, in November, 1918, at his present 
address, The only books of account disclosed by the debtor 
are debtors’ and c:editora’ ledgers. He became aware of his 
position 12 months ago. The household furniture is claimed by his 
wife. 

HERBERT DOYLE, trading as the Accessories Supply Co., 56, Hard- 
man Street Deansgate, Manchester. Factor in electrical accessories. 
—The first meeting of the creditors of the above was held on 
May llth at the Official Receiver's Offices, Byrom Street, Man- 
chester. Acoording to the statement of affairs submittel, the 
ranking liabilities amounted to £624, while the assets were esti- 
mated to realise £423. Debtor attributed his position to lack of 
capital, depression in trade, and g^neral decline of the business 
partly owing to inattention. It was stated that the business had 
gradully declined since May, 1920, with the result that the debtor 
had been obliged to borrow money mainly from his friends. The 
matter was left in the hands of the Official Receiver as trustee of 
the estate. 

8. H. Dovucu"ERTY (MERSEY ELECTRICAL Co.), electrical 
engineer, late of 36, Renshaw Street, Liverpool Receiving order 
made May 12th, on creditors’ petition. 

W. H. PEASE, electrical engineer, late of Royal Hotel Shops. 
Scarborough, and Doncaster.—Last day for proofs for dividend, 
June lat, Trustee, Mr. L. J. Clegg, Official Reoeiver's Office, 
14, Figtree Lane, Sheffield. 


Company Liquidations. — Morris, VALENTINE AND 
WILLIS, LTD., electrical and mechanical engineers, Highfield 
Avenue, Golders Green, London, N.W.—In pursuance of the pro- 
visions of the Companies (Consolidation) Act a meeting of the 
creditors of the above was held recently at the offices of Messrs. 
Bate & Co., 35 Bedford Row, London, W.C. The company, it was 
stated, had gone into voluntary liquidation, and had appointed Mr. 
A. C. Gearing, of 29, Highfield Avenue, Golders Green, London, N.W., 
to act as liquidator. The liquidator stated that the liabilities to 
the trade amounted to approximately £150, and only two firms 
were interested for more than £10 each. A sum of £170 was 
owing for rent, while Mr. Willis, one of the directors of the 
concern, was a creditor in respect of loans amounting to £800. 
Mr. Morris had also made advances to the company totalling £300. 
The assets of the company included stock of electrical goods, £43 ; 
mechanical stock, £23; motor stock, £599; and plant, drilling 
machines, &o., £200. It was pointed out that the company had 


not failed, but there had been some differences of opinion with 
regard to the management, and it had been decided in the 
interests of all concerned to go into liquidation, and pay the 
creditors in fall. The two oash creditors who had been referred to 
would stand aside until the other creditors had been paid in full 
A resolution was passed unanimously confirming the appointmen. 
of Mr. Gearing as the liquidator. 

PINKNEY X FORSTER, LTD., electrical engineers, Newoastle— 
At Newcastle-on-Tyne Bankruptoy Court, on 12th inst., his Honour 
Judge Greenwell had before him the petition of J. R. Rutherford, 
contractor, of 199, Westgate Road, Newoastle (a creditor), for the 
compulsory winding up of this company. Mr. H. f. Mundahl 
appeared for the petitioner, and stated that the parties were 
trying to arrive at a settlement by way of a voluntary winding up. 
In those circumstances he applied for an adjournment. His 
Honour granted the application. 

BaSsTIAN Execteic Co, Ltp.—Following upon the recent 
hearing in the Winding-Up Courts, a meeting of creditors has been 
called for May 24th, at Carey Street, W. O. 2, for the purpose of 
ascertaining whether they desire the company to be wound up, 
and, if so, whether such winding-up shall be by the Court or 
voluntarily. 


Trade Announcements. — MESSRS. LEO SUNDEBLAND 
AND Co. bave removed their offices only to 119, Jermyn Street, 
S W.l. Phone, Regent 3395. The workshops and stores still 
remain at 33, Strutton Ground, Victoria Street, S.W. Phone, 
Victoria 368. 

Messrs. SALTERNS, LTD., of Salterns Works, Parkstone, Dorset. 
have taken over the water-turbine manufacturing business hitherto 
carried on by Mr. P. Pitman, of 25, Victoria Street, London. The 
company will manufacture and sell turbines and accessories and 
carry on hydraulic engineering work under Mr. Pitman's super 
vision. | 

THE BORN ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING Co. has opened oper 
tions at 32, High West Street, Dorchester, and Mr. 8. M. Osborn 
denires to receive manufacturers’ catalogues. 

The telephone number of Messrs. GOLDFARB & BOTTOM, 
8, Leadenhall Street, London, E.O. 3, is now " Avenue 8700 
telegraphic address, Electengin, Stock, London." 


THE OREDENDA CoxpuiTS Co., LTD., now has an office s 
97, Waterloo Street, Glasgow. 

Messrs. D. SELBY, BIddE & Co., consulting engineers, have 
removed their Glasgow offices to 121, Douglas Street, as from 
May 21at, their present offices having been acquired by Meri 
Scottish Oils, Ltd. 

Mr. FRED. LAKE has removed from 132, Upper Thames Street, 
E.O. 4, to 44-47, Devonshire Street, Theobeld's Road, London. 
W.O.1. Telephone number, “ Museum 4116” ; telegraphic addres, 
"Garnham, Westcent, London." i | 
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Dissolution of Partnership. — GRASSENDALE MOTOR 

Oo., automobile and electrical engineers and dealers, 25, Aigburth 

Grassendale.— Mr. H. M. Watkinson and Mr. C. Sutherland 

ae dissolved partnership. Mr. H. M. Watkinson will attend to 
ebta. 


Catalogues and Lists. — THE PERFECTA SEAMLESS STEEL 
"TUBE AND Conpvit Oo., LTD., Plume Street, Birmingham.—An 
illustrated list giving prices and dimensions of steel tubes of a wide 
range of sizes. 

THE HEgwiTTIC ELECTRIC Co., LTD., 80, York Road, King's 
Cross, N. 1.—List No. 75, giving very full particulars of mercury 
vapour rectifiers of different types and for various purposes. The 
booklet is well illustrated by diagrams and photographic repro- 
d uctions. 

Tur Sun ELECTRICAL Co., LTD., 118-120, Charing Cross Road, 
W. C. 2.—List No. 313, illustrating and describing switch and fuse- 
boards, switcher, fuses, motor starters, motor control panels, 
charging boards, Ko.; List No. 287, dealing with the Xcel" 
electric iron; and List No. 324, advertising the ‘Lesco”’ electric 
lampholder. All three lists are full priced. 

TER GENENAL ELECTRIO Co., LTD., Magnet House. Kingsway, 
W.C. 2.—Leaflet O.S. 2.490, dealing with low-voltage “ Osram 
lamps for electric signs, with bayonet or Edison screw caps. 
Priced. Also Folder No. O3 2,393, giving prices of "Oaram" 
gasfilled lamps of various sizes and types; and Publication 
No. L 2,624, an illustrated description of train signaling or 
controlling by the vibratory sleeper contact. 

. METROPOLITAN-VICKERS ELECTBICAL CO., LTD., 20, Brazennose 
Street, Manchester.— Special Publication No. 7,875/2, describing 
loom motors for textile mills. A number of illustrations show 
these motors, accessories and applications, and the advantages of 
the electric drive for this purpose are fully set out. 

MATERIEL ELVCTRIQUE ALEX. LEFEBVRE, Export Department, 
9, Rue Arsóne Houssaye, Paris (VI{Ie). List of plant for sale 
No. 49, giving full details and prices in france of complete power 
plant and generating sete, electrical machinery, and prime movers. 

MeEssks. GeorRGE Nosss, LTD., 89, Cleveland Street, Fitzroy 
Square, W. 1.— List No. 185, giving an illustration. prices, and dee- 
oription of “Genii” hot-water radiators fitted with el“ trio 
immersion heaters; List No. 180, illustrating and describing 
** Genii " warming plates. 

Messrs. G. W. DoworNa & Co., 66, Victoria Street, S. W. 1.— 
List No. 64. giving an illustrated description of a grinding outfit 
for attaching to lathes. Priced. 


Private Meeting.—Wituram Morris, electrician, Brid- 
gend, Glamorganshire.—A meeting of the oreditors wus held 
recently at Bridgend, when a statement of affairs was submitted, 
which showed liabilities amounting to £406. The bank were fully 
secured creditors for £310, and held securities valued at £520. 
Debtor hed borrowed £98 from his brother, which was still 
owing. He had a debt of £15 due to him for work done, while the 
house furniture was estimated to be worth £200. No offer was 
forthcoming, and the creditors decided, in view of that fact, that 
the debtor should be asked to execute a deed of assignment. The 
principal creditors are :— 

General Electric Co., Ltd. . . £205 Simpson Baker & Co. 955 .. 453 


Electric Lamp Co., Ltd... 68 Metallic Electric Engineering Co. 16 
Boresdale & Co. - 50 


The Electrical Wages Dispute.—One of our corres- 
pondents says that most of the Electrical Trades Union men 
affected at Leeds are in the employ of wiring contractors, and they 
ceased work last week. Up to the time of writing. the dispute had 
not affected the men employed in kinema theatres, even those in 
the Union, though there was every possibility that, failing speedy 
settlement, they would come out also. A meeting of the West 
York«hire branch of the National Federated Electrical Association, 
on May llth, at Leeds, decided to adhere to the wage reduction 
notices. It was reported at the Leede meeting that only a small 

roportion of men in Yorkshire had yet come out on strike. About 
Palk the men affected in Brad ford ceased work on May 10th, but 
others continued at work. 

The E. T. U. has issued an instruction that in the event of any 
employer offering to reinetate his men at the wages prevailing 
before the dispute, the men may return to work. Reports from 
some centres indicate that many men have resumed work upon 
these terme, 

We are informed by the Secretary of the N.F.E.A. that. so far, 
no definite move towards settlement has been made, althcugh it has 
teen reported in the daily Press that the E. T. U. intends to bring 
the matter to the notice of the Minister of Labour for decision 
under the Industrial Courts Act. 

So far as can be ascertained, between 8009 and 9,000 men are 
idle as a result of the dispute ; 2,(00 of these are in the Liverpool 
district. 

As we go to press we learn from a Blackpool correspondent that 
a special national delegate meeting of the Electrical Trades Union 
was held there on Tuesday. The Fxecutive Council was instructed 
to open up negotiations at once with the employers’ organisations 
with a view to arriving at a settlement. 


Safeguarding Key Industries.—The discussion on this 


Bill was resumed in the House of Commons on May 12th. Various 
amendments were moved, brt they were defeated by overwhelmi.g 
majorities. They proposed the limitation of the 3'4 per cent. duty 
to articles made in Germany, and to exempt optical glasses and 
scientific glassware. 


Book Notices.—Souvenir Menu of the Twenty-First 
Anniversary Commemoratior of the 1,000 Miles Trial of 1900. 
London: Iliffe & Sons, Ltd. This was presented by The Autocar at 
the banquet held on May 12th, in which only those who took part 
in the 1900 trial participated. The souvenir takes the form of an 
illustrated description of the affair, together with a list of prize- 
winners, The illustrations are particularly good as affording a 
means of comparing the cars of the far-off days of 1900 with 
modern automobiles. 

Useful Engineers’ Constants for the Slide Rule, and How they 
are Obtained.” By J. A. Burns, M. I. Mech. E. Third Edition. 
(78 pp.) London: Percival Marshall & Co. Price 2s. net.—A 
quantity of new material has been added to the third edition, 
enlarging the scope of the work. but not sufficiently to suggest an 
alteration of title, There is a lack of uniformity in published data 
concerning several of the subjects chosen. but an effort has been 
made to select average safe figures In some cases (especially in 
the Weights and Measures" section), the quantities have been 
extended to more figures than can be read on an ordinary slide 
rule, the object being to make the book as useful as possible, 

" The Metropolitan-Vickers Gazette." Vol. VI, No. 97. April, 
1921. (22 pp) Price ls., post free.— The April issue contains an 
interesting illustrated article on the M.V. pstent overspeed device 
for electric winders, as well as a description of testa on a large 
alternator (illustrated), and a number of reprinted articles. 

The Journal of the south African Institution of Engineers. 
Vol. XIX, No. 9, April, 1921.— This issue includes & paper on 
“ Wire Ropes,” by G W. Westgarth, and some remarks upon the 
work of the Low Grade Mines Commission and ita report. 

“ Elemente of Direct Current Electrical Engineering.” By H. F. 
Trewman and G. E. Condliffe. Pp. vii + 220,146 figs. London: 
Bir I. Pitman & Sons. Prive 7s 6d. nt t. 

" Engineering Electricity” By R G. Hudson. Pp viii + 190, 
194 figs. London: Chapman & Hall. Ltd. Price 13s. 6d. ret. | 

* Journal of the American Inetitute of Electrical Engineers." 
Vol. XL. May, 1921. No. 5. New York: The Institute. Price $1. 


New Swiss Company.—A new company has heen formed 
in Geneva, with the title La So:iété des Ateliers de Charmi Je to 
continue the construction of hydraulio turbines formerly manu- 
factu ed by Piccard, Piotet & Co. 


Holland’s Electrical Imports.— According to a report 
recently drawn up by H M. Commerc'al Secretary at the Hague, 
Germany supplied 60 percent. oftheinsulated cables and wires im- 
ported last year into Holland; the British share was only 30 ver oent., 
the remainder coming from ‘other countries.” As regarda eleotrio 
motors and transformers, Germany supplied 50 per cent. of the 
requirements. and Switzerland 174 per cent. In the case of eleo- 
trical instruments, 70 per cent. of the imports were of German 
manufacture. 


Wages in Bradford.—The Advisory and Co-ordir ation 
Sub-Committee of the Bradford Corporation Finance Committee 
(a Sub-Committee created especially with a view to curtailing 
expenditure) recently rectived deputations from four Trade Unions, 
including the United Tramway and Vehicle Workers’ Union, the 
Electrical Trades Union, and the Scciety of Engineers, who asked 
that no reductions should be made at present in the wages of Cor- 
poration employés, as had been recommended by the Committee. 
The Committee eventually decided to recommend to the Corporation 
that, as from May 18th, employés affected by national awards &»., 
then or thereafter in operation should be paid strictly in accordance 
withthe minimum rates therein, provided that where this would 
involve a redaction of more than 2d. per hour, the 2d. reduction 
should be made from the 18th inst., with a subsequent reduction of 
2d.. or such sum as may be necessary, at the end of each four weeks, 
until full effect be given to the resolution. A Sub-Committee was 
appointed to deal with any matters of doubt or uncertainty arising 
out of the operation of this resolution, or in cases of special 
circumstances. 


Roles of Golf.—We bave received from the Royal 
Insurance Company, Ltd. (21 to 28, Lombard Street. E O. 3) a new 
edition of their booklet, " Rules of Golf," as approved by the Royal 
and Ancient Golf Club of St. Andrews, September 28th, 1920. 
The Official Rules operate as from May lst, and the booklet 
contains an inset showing the differences between the old rules and 
the new. Copies will be sent to any reader on application until the 
stock is exhausted. 


Testing German Electrical Apparatus.— The Technical 
Review, quoting from Elektrotechnische Zeitschrift, says that the 
Association of German Electrical Engineers has drawn up new regu- 
Jations concerning the organieation that it is setting up to carry 
out tests on electrical apparatus. It is hoped that all manu- 
facturers in Germany will send their producta fcr official testing 
by the Association, aod point out in their catalogues which of 
their appliances have been thus officially tested. To goods that are 
in accordance with the regulations of the Asecciation. a mark will 
be affixed. cor sisting of the letters VDE enclosed in a triangle with 
rounded corners. The testa will be carried out either at the 
laborato'y of the Asscciation in Berlin or at one of the acoredited 
laboratories in the oountry. | 


For Sale.— By direction of the Disporal Board, Messrs. 
Kine & KIN@ will sell by auction on June ist and 2nd, at Eastleigh 
Aerodrome, plant and machinery, including  electrio motors, 
electric winobes, portab'e telephone exchange. semi-Diesel oil 
engines, &o. For particulars see our advertisement pages to-day, 
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Electricity Supply in South Africa. — An Electricity 
Supply Bill is being introduced in the Union Parliament this 
session, containing novel and extended provisions. According 
to the S.A. Mining and Engineering Journal, it has been 
drawn up by a Commission, and provides for the establish- 
ment of an Electricity Board in which the control of all 
electricity supply is vested, and which will decide all questions 
relating thereto." It also provides for the appointment of 
local advisory committees, consisting of suppliers and con- 
sumers, Which will have no executive powers but will be 
charged with the duty of advising the Board. ‘The establish- 
ment of Government generating stations is contemplated, the 
first of which will probably be those required for the electrifi- 
cation of the railways. 

It is stated that the powers to be conferred on the Board are 
very far-reaching, and will have a great effect on municipalities 
which supply electricity. For instance, in the interests of 
economy, the Board may require the amalgamation of two or 
more undertakings, whether municipal or private, or may 
order that where an available bulk supply is cheaper than that 
generated by a corporation, the bulk supply shall be purchased. 
This would enable the Board to order the Johannesburg Town 
Council to obtain a supply from the Victoria Falls Power Co., 
which, the Commission states, is cheaper than that of the 
Council. Other provisions will enable consumers to obtain 
permission to get & supply of power from any other source 
than the municipal power station, and will empower private 
suppliers to break up streets and lay cables in a town. 

Naturally the municipalities are offering strong opposition to 
a number of the clauses. 


The Coal Dispute.—One of the most important develop- 
ments of the strike has been the installation of oil-fuel burners 
in power stations all over the country. Leeds was one ot the 
first authorities to realise the importance of this measure, 
and, as a result, it has been found possible to augment the 
depleted tramcar services and to maintain better supplies of 
power for industrial purposes. One of the largest stations in 
the country—Lots Road, which supplies the underground 
railways—is now running almost entirely on oil fuel. Other 
stations to which oil has been introduced include those at Hull, 
Sunderland, Swansea, Barrow, Blackburn, Blackpool, and 
Newcastle. With regard to the last undertaking it is freely 
stated that no attempt will be made to revert to coal, and no 
doubt this will prove to be the case in many instances; Swan- 
zin was contemplating the change before the mines closed 

own. 

In spite of threats of drastic action by the transport workers, 
large quantities of foreign coal have been brought into the 
country and distributed, principally among undertakings sus- 
taining publie services. The only undertaking that has been 
seriously affected by the workers' objection to handling foreign 
coal is the L.C.C. station at Greenwich. The employés 
struck work on May 14th, but naval men and others have 
been keeping the plant running with but one or two tem- 
porary stoppages, which the Daily -Herald describes as an 
" amusing result . . . owing to the blacklegs requiring a rest. 
The same organ states that conductors and drivers are to ballot 
on the question of ceasing work. 'The unions participating in 
the Greenwich strike are the E.T.U., the Dockers' Union, the 
A.E.U., and the Enginemen's and Firemen's Union; about 300 
men are affected. 

The daily loss to the State occasioned by the coal stoppage 
is estimated at £3,250,000, including defence measures, unem- 
ployment allowances, loss in taxes, &c. 


Transformer Tenders for Wallasey. — The Wallasey 
Council last week discussed a situation which had arisen 
following its acceptance of a tender for a transformer required 
by the Electricity Committee. At a previous meeting the 
Council! considered whether it should accept the quotation of a 
British firm at a higher cost or that of a Swedish firm at a 
lower, and eventually the tender of the Swedish concern was 
accepted. On Thursday last week, however, the deputy chair- 
man of the Electricity Committee reported that the firm now 
said it had made a mistake in its offer, and wished to amend 
jit. The tender as amended was etill lower. Members of the 
Council expressed dissatisfaction at the course events had 
taken, and it was stated that there had been an irregularity 
in the method of receiving the tenders. It was decided to 
Start all over again and invite new tenders. 


E.T.U. Observations on the Sitnatiop,— Viewing the 
electrical trades through the spectacles of the Electrical Trades 
Union, as focused in their monthly Journal, employment 
would seem to be going from bad to worse, and the past 
month has seen a very large increase in the number of 
branches applying for funds from the General Office. We 
had a somewhat optimistic feeling a little while ago,” states 
Mr. J. Rowan, ''and thought we could discern signs of a 
revival of trade. There is no shadow of a doubt that there 
are many firms declining to open out work in anticipation of a 
fall in wages. We cannot see that there is any justification 
for expecting a material decline in wages while the cost of 
living remains so high. The engineering employers are much 
more exacting in their demands than the Sipbuilders. and 
are insisting on a reduction of 6s. and, in addition, the 12} per 
cent. bonus as well. The unions have conferred on this, and 
while they have not yet indicated the exact steps they propose 


to take, they have indicated to the employers that the reduc 
tion will be resisted. The attitude of the engineering em- 
ployers is all the more unreasonable when we remember that 
the prospects of a revival in trade are distinctly more rosy 
than in the case of shipbuilding. We are among those who 
believe that trade is already on the turn, and that before the 
end of the year there wil be a distinct revival something 
approaching a boom. 

the E. I. C. Journal reports that a Central Strike Committee 
has been formed for Scotland, and this has resulted in a 
greater co-ordination between the districts. It is also stated 
that the E.P.E.A. has appealed to the E. T. U. for support at 
Aberdeen, where it anticipates having to withdraw its mem- 
bers to force the Corporation to pay the agreed rates to its 
members. The E.T.U. has promised support. 

In the organisers' reports, it is recorded that the Scottish 
members accepted the challenge of the Scottish Electrical Con- 
tractors' Association to fight against & reduction of 3d. per 
hour. The Glasgow Strike Committee had been successful in 
getting 40 employers to guarantee they would pay the dis 
irict rate of 2s. 3d. per hour to all men in their employment. 

Blackburn branch of the Electrical ‘Trades Union reports 
that trade is very moderate in the district, mainly owing to 
the lack of supply, which it is hoped will be augmented in 
September, when the new power station is erected. 

A new branch of the E.T.U. has been opened in Bristol. 

Trade in Cardiff and the surrounding district is said to be 
very slack. The Gorton secretary says they are faced with the 
worst spell of unemployment he has yet experienced. The 
branch members at Govan ''are not in the least pessimistic 
on account of the lack of work on the Clyde through depression 
in trade, strikes, &c.”’ 

The Mersey District Committee says it is heartbreaking to 
meet its members who are looking for a job. It is thought 
the shipping section will remain in its present bad state unul 
the joiners’ strike is settled. There are about 120 ships lying 
up. 
A committee of kinema and station engineers’ branches has 
been established at Liverpool, and the question of non-unionist 
operators has been gone into. The non-unionist question at the 
Liverpool Corporation is said to be well in hand. The report 
continues :—'' The local N.F.E.A. have replied that the result 
of our joint meeting re regrading from Grade B to Grade Ais 
that they cannot see their way clear to support the application 
in any way. I think the time has arrived for the E. I. U. to 
consider the question of withdrawing from the Whitley Coun- 
cil," states the committee's scribe. | 


A District Industria! Counch's Report.— The first annual 
report of the No. 5 (West Midlands Area) District Industrial 
Council for the Electricity Supply Industry shows that, apart 
from the settlement of wages questions, the Council has in 
mind the other objects for which it was formed. These, while 
generally considered of secondary importance, will do quite as 
much to make for harmonious and easy running. This Counci 
has nine representatives of municipal undertakings and three 
company representatives on the employers’ side, while on the 
other side eight dillerent trade unions are represented by 
twelve members. The questions to be considered include: 
The feasibility of preparing a scheme for indentured appren- 
tices, and the desirability of setting up a contributory scheme 
for payment of sick benefits and superannuation allowances to 
men no longer capable of performing their duties efficiently. 
ine accounts of the Council show a small balance on the right 
side. 


London's Electricity Supply.— We have received from 
Mr. Leslie Gastion, hon. secretary of the Conference of Local 
Authorities dwning Electricity Undertakings in Greater 
London, a copy of a memorandum which he submitted to the 
Executive Committee of the Conference on May 10th. Its pur- 
pose is to review the principal provisions of the Electricity 
(Supply) Bill which is now before the House of Commons, and 
to combat the suggestions which have been made regarding 
the alleged tendency of the Bill towards the nationalisation 
of the industry. With this object Mr. Gordon summarises the 
history of the subject as dealt with in the reports of the Recon- 
struction Committee, the Board of ‘Trade Committee on Elec 
tric Power Supply, and the Ministry of Transport Committe 
of Chairmen on Electric Power Supply, showing how the re- 
commendations of these Committees have been embodied in 
the Act of 1919 and the present Bill. Mr. Gordon points out 
that none of the schemes for the formation of a Joint Elec- 
tricity Authority for the London area, whether emanating 
from municipal sources or from the London companies, can 
carried into effect without the necessary financial powers con- 
tained in the Bill. These schemes are based upon co-operation 
and unity of control, with the view of stopping the waste due 
to excessive capital expenditure on existing but unsuitable 
generating stations, and effecting a great saving in working 
costs. He further states that the risk of any charge fallin 
upon the rates in any part of the area is a very remote coD- 
tingency. 


Mr. Hoover Resigns Engineering Presidency.— Statine 
that he cannot remain president of a society which seeks to influen% 
legislation, even though he be in favour of such action. owing te 
his appointment to an official Government position, Mr. Hoove 
has resigned the post of President of the Federated Amenow 
Engineering Societies, 


—— ᷑——.:.—.̃..— — —— ͤ ...:: E .. .. ĩ—.f —— — — 


Vol. 88. No. 3,969, May 20, 1921.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


651 


Trade Mark Applications.—Appended is a summary of 
the recent applications for British trade-marks in respect of 
&oods and productions connected with the electrical trades and 
industries :— 

Vincent (lettering and design). No. 410,072. Class 13. 
Electric switches, switch fuses and electrical fuses.—F. W. 
Abbott, trading as the Vincent Switchgear Manufacturing Co., 
61. Vincent Farade, Balsall Heath, birmingham. November 
25th. 1920. 

Thermica. No. 412,710. Class 50. Electric insulating ma- 
terials made from mica.— Bertie G. Levis, trading as B. G. 
13 1, Leadenhall Street, London, E. C. February Jnd, 

_dsolac. No. 412,869. Class 50. Electric insulating prepara- 
tions and materials. —Pinchin, Johnson & Co., Ltd., General 
Buildings, Aldwych, London, W. C. February th, 1921. 

Bellerite. No. 402,319. Class 40. An ebonite compound for 
heat-insulating purposes.—Barrett & Elers, Ltd.. 127-9, Wallis 
Road, Hackney Wick, London, E. February 9th, 1921. 

A Chave (lettering with key design). No. 411,733. Class 8. 
Rubber-insulated electric cables.—Callender's Cable and Con- 
struction Co., Ltd., Hamilton House, Victoria Embankment, 
London, E. C. January 20th. 1921. 

Celec. No. 412,717. Class 8. Resistances, charging boards, 
switchboards, &c.—Frederick C. Curtis, trading as the Curtis 
Manufacturing Co., Conduit Place, Paddington, London, W. 
February 2lst, 1921. 

Maxiphone. No. 413,430. Class 8. Electrical instruments 
for magnifying sounds.—Herbert Powell Rees, 8, Grange Park, 
Ealing, W. March 15th, 1921. 


Austin Motor Co.— With reference to the affairs of 
this company (Etec. Rev., March 13th, p. 622) the financial 
Press states, on the authority of Sir Herbert Austin, that all 
the additional finance required to put the company on a 
sound financial basis has been definitely settled, subject to 
the approval of the creditors of the company. There will not 
be any public issue. 

The petition for the compulsory winding-up of the company 
has been adjourned. 


The Proposed Inquiry into Industrial Unrest. — 
With reference to this proposal, which we discussed in a 
leading article in our issue of April 29th, the Times quotes 
the following terms of a reply by the rremier to a question 
put in Parlament by Lora Robert Cecil :— 

Ihe Government are considering whether some form of 
systematic inquiry into industrial unrest is desirable, but at 
the moment 1 cannot say more. lt will be appreciated that 
the matter is not free from ditticulty; we must, for instance, 
remember that at the present time, by means of conciliation 
boards, industria! councils, and otner joint bodies, negotiations 
are going on between employers and employed in a large 
number of trades, and I am glad to say that in many instances 
recently these negotiations have resulted 1n mutual agreement. 

Two years ago the Government urged upon employers’ 
associations and trade unions the need for mutual discussion, 
without external interference, and I am glad to say that the 
views we then expressed have been accepted, as the joint 
negotiations now in progress show. I am sure my noble 
friend will agree that, in these circumstances, in coming to a 
decision on the matter he has raised we must consider care- 
fully whether a general inquiry might not retard rather than 
accelerate the progress of these negotiations.” 


Electrical Trade in Italy. — The Kivista Tecnica 
d Elettricita gives the following details of the gradual expan- 
sion in the varied uses of electricity in Italy in 1920. At is 
based on the Customs reports of the Ministerio delle l'inanze, 
which compares the imports of 1920 with those of 1913. 
Dynamos weighing over a ton weight were imported in 19920 
to a little over 10,300 tons, against 20,000 in 1913; the prin- 
cipal suppliers being the United States with 5,000 tons and 
England with 3,600 tons. Lighter dynamos were imported to 
10,500 cwt. against 15,000 in 1913, the United States being 
again the chief suppliers with 4,900 cwt. Of transformers 
there were imports ot a little above 1,000 cwt., contrasted with 
13,000 in 1913. ‘Taken altogether, reduction was more marked 
in generator and network plant and less in accessory material, 
the aggregate imports being 27,500 cwt. in 1920 against 73,900 
cwt. in 1913—a fall of two-thirds. '' Does this contraction," 
asks the writer, answer to a reduction in consumption or to 
a growth in national output? Before the war we imported 
yearly about 40.000 cwt. of dynamo and transformer sheet 
iron—to be exact we imported 35,000 cwt. in 1913. Since then, 
in the six years 1914-19, the imports varied between the mini- 
mum of 33,000 cwt. (1915) and the maximum of 55,200 (1916), 
or an average of 45,000 cwt., and certainly by 1919 the stocks 
accumulated in the war period were exhausted. But in 1920 
imports sprang up to 59.000 cwt., or nearly half as much again 
as before the war. Hence it must be concluded that the out- 
put of electric machines in Italy in 1920 approximated to 
225.000 cwt., equal to the full requirements of 1913. The 
home consumption did not increase to the extent which these 
data would lead one to suppose ; but, as a fact, Italy in 1920 ex- 
ported over 15,000 cwt. of electric machines. a not inappre- 
ciable set-off for the 27,000 cwt. imports for the same period. 
'These exports consisted primarilv of the lighter dynamos and 
transformers. Hence no appreciable increase of home con- 
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sumption happened between 1913 and 1920, but our output 
sulticed to cover our requirements and, in some lines, to 
strengthen our efforts abroad. 

Passing to the examination of other lines, we find that the 
12,200 cwt. of apparatus, heavy and light, imported in 1913 
had sunk in 1920 to 3,000 cwt.; the difference must 
undoubtedly have been covered by the national industry, since 
the consumption could not have varied greatly from that of 
1913. We may recall the case of arc lamps, whose fatal decline 
bad already begun in 1918; the 500 cwt. of that year having 
shrunk to 37 cwt. in 1920. On the other hand, glow lamp im- 
ports markedly bettered before-the-war figures, being 
12,300,000 against 9,670,000 in 1913. In this field we have 
no privileged suppliers, the most important being Hol- 
land, Switzerland and Austria. Our own exports were in- 
significant. Electric furnace electrodes record a noteworthy 
advance, the 8,000 of 1913 having sprung to 50,000 in 1920, but 
it is to be observed that in 1919 they had risen to 150,000. 
Carbons for arc lamps and other small uses fell from 10,000 
cwt. to 1,200 cwt. Copper wire of over 4 mm. thickness, 
which in 1919 rose from about 8,700 cwt. to nearly 50,000 cwt., 
fell to about 6,000; while insulated wire dwindled from 3,600 
cwt. to 550, and cable from 8.350 to 68. Our exports of bare 
wire are practically nil, but those of insulated wire advanced 
from 10,000 to 21,600 cwt.; electric cable from 13,000 to 23,000 
cwt., and all the countries of the world strove to become our 
In subsidiary products, imports of rubber and 
gui pers advanced from 34.000 cwt. to nearly 70,000, which 

gure, although the rubber industry shows undeniable pro- 
gress, is a fall from the 1919 total (190,000 cwt.). Exports of 
rubber goods, which recorded 30,000 cwt. 1n 1918, rose to 69,000 
cwt. in 1920.” 


Engineering Wages.— According to the Daily Chronicle, 
a long conference took place at York on 13th inst. between the 
Engineering and National Employers’ Federation and representa- 
tives of the Amalgamated Engineering Union, the Engineering 
and Shipbuilding Federation, the National Union of General 
Workers, the Electrical Trades Union, and otber organisations on 
the proposed reduction of wages in the engineering industry. 

The proposals have already been stated in the ELEOTRICAL 
REvIEW, Our contemporary reports that the men's representa- 
tives declined to consider the employers’ proposals, on the ground 
that they were too drastic. They also asked that the matter 
should be submitted to arbitration under the Industrial Courts 
Act. This the employers refused, and after five hours’ discussion 
the conference broke up. 

“It is understood that the men will bring the matter to the 
notice of the Ministry of Labour, with a request that the Govern- 
ment put into operation the powers of the Industrial Courts Act.” 


Manchester Chair of Commerce.—A new chair in the 
Faculty of Commerce, to be known as Commerce and Adminis- 
tration,” has been instituted at the Manchester University, and 
Mr. G. W. Daniels has been appointed first professor. Daily 


Dispatch. 


St. Dunstan’s.—A copy of the sixth annual report of 
the St. Dunstan's Blinded Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Hostel has been 
received from Sir Arthur Pearson, the chairman of the Blinded 
Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Care Committee. It tells a wonderful story, 
and contains a number of photographic views of the workshops 
where those who were blinded, in what we trust we shall never 
forget was the cause of righteousness, are engaged. There are now 
1,772 names on the books of St. Dunstan's; 106 new-comers were 
admitted during 1920, and in the course of the year 305 blinded 
soldiers completed their training and were set up in occupations 
that they had mastered. As the report shows, therefore, more 
than 1,200 men are already established at work. 


Inquiry.—The makers of Parry (or Perry) electric 
punkahs are asked for. 


Fire,—Fire broke out, last week, at the premises of 
Messrs, F. W. BIRKETT & Sons, LTD., electrical engineers, Oleck- 
heaton. The damage is estimated at £5,000. 


Sports.—The Sterling Club (Sterling Telephone and 
Electric Co., Ltd.) wound up a very successful season on Whit 
Monday by defeating Great Eastern Railway (holders), who had 
four Essex County players in their team, by 5 goals to 2, in the 
final of the Ilford Hospital Senior Charity Oompetition. Last 
season as a junior team, Steooo won the above competition's 
Junior Cup. It is the.first team to win both competitions in 
successive seasons. 


A New Motor Fuel.—An experimental consignment of the 
new patent alcohol fuel Natalite will arrive at the Port of 
London next week, from South Africa. Natalite has been manu- 
factured, and has been in general use, in South Africa for four 
years, and is now also being produced in East Africa. India and 
Australia, but this is the first consignment to reach this country, 
and is being imported under special permit given by the Excise and 
Customs authorities. The whole of it will be used exclusively for 
demonstration and experimental purposes. Tests are reported to 
have shown that Natalite will give as good mileage as petrol, and 
in many other respects is superior as a fuel for internal-combustion 


engines, 
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LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Algerla.—PowWERH AT MrNE.—Considerable extensions are 
taking place in connection with the electrical equipment of the 
iron ore mines of the Société des Mines de Fer de Rouina, in Algeria. 
A hydro-electric power station is being established about 6 miles 
away to utilise the water power of the river Cheliff. The plant 
will have a capacity of 1,200 h.p., and the power will be trans- 
mitted to the mines at a high voltage. The plant at the existing 
steam-operated generating station is being increased by the addi- 
tion of a 350-h.p. engine and dynamo, bringing the capacity of this 
plant up to 630 h.p. The company's railway which carries the ore 
between the mines and the railway station at Rouina is also being 
electrified, while a number of electrically-operated exhaust pumps 
are also being installed. At the Breira Mines of the same company 
a generating plant of 200 h.p. capacity is being installed. 


Australla.— Victor1a.—Some criticism has been offered 
on the 25,000-kW proposal, in which two sets would be in com- 
mission, with a third set as a standby. It is said that it is putting 
too many eggs in one basket." This criticism would have more 
weight if the Morwell scheme were entirely self-contained and 
independent. It will, however, be olosely linked up with Newport, 
and so, if there were a failure at Morwell, Newport could always 
come to the rescue. It should be remembered, too, that if 
25,000-kW sets are decided upon, this will be only the initial 
installation ; the complete scheme provides for an output of 
100,000 kW, provided either by four large sets and a standby, or by 
eight small sets and a standby. The small sets, with their 
auxiliaries, would cost more, and with them there would be a 
slight loses in economy. They would also be more liable to break- 
down, for they would be speeded up to 3,000 r.p.m., whereas the 
large sets would be run only at half that speed. But whether large 
or small sete are decided upon will depend a good deal upon tha 
tenders. The probability is, however, that the Electricity Com- 
missioners would prefer large sets, other things being equal. Then 
the Commissioners have made arrangements for putting down an 
experimental briquetting plant, which will briquette 70 tons a 
day. The oost of this will be about £30,000.— Reuter's Trade 
Service (Melbourne). 


Aylesbary.—Loan.—The Town Council has applied for 
a loan of £27,632 for additional plant at the electricity works. 


Ballycastle (Co. Antrim).—LiGHTING AGREEMENT.— 
The Urban Council has given instructions for the completion of 
the agreement with a Belfast electricity supply company for the 
lighting of the town. 


Bristo]l.—ExTENSIONS.—Àt a meeting of the Town 
Council held on May 10th, & report was submitted by the Elec- 
tricity Committee. This stated that it was necessary to erect a 
number of new sub-stations, and to alter some of the existing ones. 
Apart from this it was stated that large additione to the power 
station plant were required. The total estimated coat of these 
works is £200,062, and application is to be made to the Electricity 
Commissioners for powers to borrow this amount. 


Carmarthen.— FARM POWER PLAntT.—The Carmarthen 
Committee appointed to inquire into the best means of obtaining 
electricity for the Pibwrlwyd demonstration farm, has decided 
that the installation of & small oil engine and generator, at a cost 
of £500, will be more satisfactory than a supply from the town. 
It was thought that the students should have some knowledge of 
the working of small farm plants, and that the suggested 
procedure would provide additional edvcation. 


Cheadle and Gatley.— The Urban District Council has 
applied to the Electricity Commissioners for authority to purchase in 
bulk, generate and distribute electrical energy for publio and 
private purposes in the urban district of Cheadle and Gatley. 


Continental. FRANCE. — Application has been made by 
a syndicate for a State subvention in aid of an electrical distri- 
bution network to be set up in the Département de l'Ain, in an 
agricultural district comprising 19 communes in the Cantons of 
Collongee, Ferney-Voltaire, and Gex. The oost of the work is 
estimated at 2,500,000 fr. Two networks are contemplated—high 
and low pressure—the former being three-phase, 15,000 volts, 
and the latter three-phase 200/115 volts. The length of the 
first network will be 57 km., and of the second 50 km. Four 
other syndicates, representing 30 communes, are aleo interested in 
similar schemes in the same d/partement, and they are expected to 
eventually combine and join forces. 

La Compagnie des Forges et Acieries Electriques Paul Girod, of 
Ugine, has applied for a concession to utilise the water power of 
the Doron de Beaufort Falls, near Chambery Savoy, for the genera- 
tion of electrical energy. Part of the power is required for the 
works of the company, which has, however, undertaken to supply 
the electricity neoessary to meet the public requirements of the 
Department. 


BELGIUM.—The Société Intercommunale Belge d'Electricité is 
steadily extending its programme. During the past year it took 
over the working of the generating atations at Roux, Paturages, 
and Malines, while it also repurchased the plant at Sweveghem. 
In order to m-et the increasing demand for electricity. particularly 


for power purposes, not only is the plant at these stations being 
enlarged, but new generating stations are being established at 
Alost and Monceau-sur-Sabre. New interconnection lines are also 
being established between the Monoeau power plant and those at 
Roux and Paturages. 


ITALY.—AÀ big scheme for the supply of Trieste with electrical 
energy and drinking water has been drawn up by the Unione 
Esercizi Elettrici, of Milan. The scheme proposes to extract water 
from the Upper Reka, and a 48,000,000 cb. m. storage reservoir fed 
by the Padez and Suhorka Falls. The water will be taken ria a 
tunnel and cast-iron pipes to a station of a capacity of 1,700 eh. p, 
equal to 10,000,000 kWh yearly; 50,000 cb. m. of the water taken 
from the Padez Fall daily will be filtered and sterilised. The cost 
of this part of the scheme is set at 50,000,000 lire. The cost of the 
electrical portion of the scheme is reckoned at 88,000,000 lire. 


SPAIN.—A recent company formation in Barcelona illustrates a 
growing tendency in Spain to the formation of co-operative eleo- 
tricity supply undertakings. The Sociedad Anonima Co-operativa 
La Fluido Electrico has been formed by the Asociacion de Con- 
sumidores de Fuerza Motriz de Cataluna, with a capital of 
25,300,000 pesetas, the whole of which has been subscribed by 
its founders, who themselves will be the chief oonsumers of the 
energy produced. This is estimated at 25,000 h.p. at the least, but 
will probably be raised to 75,000 h.p. by the absorption of the 
Sociedad Hidroelectrico del Cadi, a company formed a year ago 
with a capital of 7,500,000 pesetas, whose assets include seven 
waterfalls on the slopes of the Sierra del Oadi (Provinoe of Lerida), 
and the rivers La Vausa, Cardoner, and Segre, whose aggregate 
output is estimated at about 140,000 h.p. The Co-operativa also 
owns falle on the River Esera, and has taken over the shares of the 
Sociedad Espanola de Construcciones Electricas (formed in 1913 
with a capital of 12,500,000 pesetas), with ite works and trained 
staff, 


Derby.— FIRE at Power STATION.—À fire in the base- 
ment of the power station, on May 18th, did considerable damage, 
and also seriously interfered with the whole supply of power, the 
tramcars being stopped for several hours. The fire started, it is 
believed, through the fusing of a cable, and the Derby Fire Brigade 
was promptly summoned. With water from two atandpipes they 
confined the fire to the basement, and soon extinguished the flames. 
James Morell (59), a cleaner, was badly burned about the hand, 
arms, and face, and had to be taken to the infirmary. 


Glasgow.— INSPECTION oF Housine ScHEME.— The Cor- 
poration electrical engineer has called the attention of the Corpon- 
tion Housing Committee to the working-class garden village at 
Billingham, near Stockton-on-Tees, where, apart from the domestic 
hot water supply, which is afforded by a boiler behind the coal fire 
in the living room, all heating, cooking, and lighting are done by 
electricity, and the Committee has agreed to send a deputation to 
inspect them, | 


Grange.—CouxNcir,'s Protest.—The Urban District 
Council has informed Messrs. T. Wilkinson (Arnaide), Ltd., who supply 
electricity to the town, that unleas a circular issued with regard to 
the minimum charge for energy is withdrawn, the Council will give 
notice to terminate the agreement with the firm. 


Harrogate.— Loan SaNcTIONED.—It was reported at a 
Town Council meeting, on May 9th, that the Electricity Commis- 
sioners had sanctioned the borrowing of £46,000 for electricity 
purposes. 


Hall, —AREA or SuPPLY.—The Corporation is applying 
to the Electricity Commissioners for powers to extend the ares of 
supply of electricity in the Western area of the rural district of 
Sculcoates, and to alter the maximum price and the method of 
charging. 


India.—GERsoPPA ELECTRICITY SCHEME.—The chief 
engineer of the Government of Mysore has submitted his report on 
the scheme for harnessing Gersoppa Falls with the object of pro- 
ducing electric power. The total cost of the scheme is estimated 
at about Rs. 44 crores.— Reuter’s Trade Service (Bombay). 


OaLcuTTa.—A Special Committee of the Municipal Council states 
that it is unanimously of opinion that if any concession is to be granted 
to the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation, Ltd., it should only be 
on the basis of & corresponding concession to consumers in the 
matter of rates. It suggests, therefore, that in the matter of the 
extension of the period of option for the purchase of the undertaking, 
in thé manner suggested by the company, the question of reduction 
of rates (whenever practicable) in the interests of the publio, 
should be safcguarded by the Government. 


Jedburgh.—Price INcREASE.—Àn order has been issted 
authorising the Eleotric Supply Corporation to increase the charges 
for electricity from 10d. to 1s. per unit as from January 1st last, 
and to impose minimum charges of 15s. up to 15 unita for each 
winter quarter, and 108. up to 10 unite for each summer 
quarter. The company had asked for power to charge up to 1s. 2d. 


per unit. 


Lyme Regis.— PURCHASE OF  UNDERTAKING.— The 
Town Council has decided to seal the contract for the purchase of 
the undertaking of the E.L. X P. Co., Ltd., Ootober lst being the 
date for the completion of the purchase, 
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Lynn. NX W PLANT.—At a recent meeting of the Town 
Counoil, the eleotrical engineer reported that the new turbo- 
generator set and rotary converter had been completed. The Elec- 
tricity Committee arranged a visit of inspection. 


Matlock. — PROPOS RD HYDRO-ELECTRIC ScHEME.— 
Another small scheme for the utilisation of water power for 
generating electricity has been put before the Urban District 
Council by a Mr. Pearson. He suggests the construction of works 
on the Derwent, near the new Suspension Bridge. 


Mexico, —PowER Company’s Extensions.—A cable 
from a special correspondent of the Agence Economique states 
that the Mexican Light and Power Co. is going to install a 
turbine of 6,000 h.p. and a new power st of 20,000 h. p. The 
company has just secured the funds necessary for the utilisation of 
a 60,000-h.p. waterfall The work will occupy two years. The 
company suffers much from the drought, and is now obliged to 
make ure of petrol engines.— Financial Times. 


Noneaton.—STREET LiGHTING.—On May 6th, Major 
Stewart, O.B.E., B.E., of the Ministry of Traneport, held an inquiry 
into the circumstances attending the Borough Council's application 
for sanction to borrow £1,050 for the purpose of street lighting. The 
eleotrical engineer, in reply to the Inspector, said that this require- 
ment was not foreseen when the previous amount for the same 
purpose was applied for. They had spent nearly £2,500 already 
this year out of revenue, and it was impossible to meet any more 
charges in that way. 


Redditch.— FINA NOIAL POSITION OF UNDERTAKING.—At 
a recent meeting of the Urban Council, it was reported that the 
electricity undertaking had incurred a heavy loss, the liabilities 
totalling £17,651. The only remedies were said to be increased 
charges or the levying of a general district rate of 2s. 6d. in the &. 
The latter course is being adopted subject to the approval of the 
Finance Committee. 


Scuuthorpe and Frodingham.— BULK SuPPLY.— The 
Urban District Council is applying to the Electricity Commis- 
sioners for authority to purchase electricity in bulk from Messrs, 
John Lysaght, Ltd., or any other company, and to supply the same 
for public and private purposes within the urban d'strict of Scun- 
thorpe and Frodingham. 


Stafford.— YEAR'S Workinc.— The accounts of the 
electricity department for the year ended March 31st last, show an 
income of £20,817 (an increase of £4,0(7), and expenditure of £15,984 
(an increase of 22,992) leaving a trading balance of £4,833— 
an inorease of £15. Deducting loan charges, income-tax, and a 
deficit brought forward, there was a surplus of -£501. The Mayor 
(chairman of the. Electricity Committee) said they had made a 
profit of £500, but this had been done by taking money from the 
depreciation account to wipe out some of the deficits. Alderman 
Bostock said there had been a serious falling-off in the sales, and 
this seemed likely to continue unless trade took an unexpected 
turn. They were at a critical point with regard to the under- 


taking, and it was of the first importance to secure an inoreated | 


number of consumers. To do this there would have to be a con- 
siderable outlay on new mains, which would not be immediately 
remunerative. 


Sunderland.—PRicE INcREASE.—The Town Council has 
adopted & revised tariff for supplies from the low-pressure network, 
to take effect from the June meter readings. The general effect of 
the new tariff is to raise prices by about 10 per cent. It was 
argued that the small consumers were being penalised by this 
increase in order that the large users could continue to receive 
supplies of power at a low cost, but the chairman of the Elec- 
tricity Committee replied that the new charges were justified, and 
were the lowest they could impose to ensure the prosperity- of the 


undertaking. l 


Surbiton.—REPORT Upon METERS.—Complaints having 
been received from consumers that the amount of power registered 
by their meters seemed to be excessive, Mr, A. H. Preece, of 
Me sara. Preece, Cardew, & Rider, was asked to report on the 
matter. He considers the meters, all of which are of reliable 
maxe, are accurate, but that any tendency towards incorreotness is 
in favour of the consumer. The methods adopted by the supply 
company for testing the meters are stated to be excellent. The 
report was considered satisfactory, and was adopted. 


Taunton.—PUBLIO LioHriNG.— The borough electrical 
engineer informs us that the whole of the public lighting standards 
in the main streets have been fitted with 200-W gasfilled lampe in 
Holophane " Refractor” fittings. The illumination is quite equal 
to the old seven - ampere open type d.o. arc lamps. 

Liquip FuEL.—The boilers are being fitted to burn liquid fuel 
in place of coal. It is expected to effect a saving in the fuel bill 
as well as to make the undertaking independent of coal supplies. 

ExTENSIOX.—The Council is applying for an order authorising a 
supply to certain farms and residences in the Norton Fitzwarren 
and Bishops Lydeard districts through 2,200-V single-phase over- 
head mains. | 


Tregaron (Cardiganshire), —ProroseD WATER-PowER 
SCHEME. —A committee has been formed with the object of estab- 
lisbing electricity works in the town. It is proposed to utilise 
water as the motive power. 


Worthing. NRW Puant.—The Electricity Committee 
reports that it will be necessary to install a 350-kW generating 
set to meet the probable requirements of the undertaking by the 
winter of 1922, and the elevtrical engineer has been instructed to 
prepare specifications and plans with a view to tenders being invited 
in the early autumn. 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Australia, —ELEkCTRIFICATION OF MELBOURNE RAILWAYS. 
—The latest railway figures published show that the partial elec- 
trification of the Melbourne suburban railways has proved a great 
finanoial success, the saving effected thereby amounting already to 
£191,000 per annum.— Reuter Trade Service (Melbourne). 


Bootle. — TRACK  RENEWALS.— A resolution of the 
Electric Power and Lighting Committee deciding that the work of 
relaying the troughing for tramway purposes throughout Strand 
Road should be proceeded with at an estimated cost of £1,040, and 
that the expenditure be defrayed out of the eleotricity reserve 
fund account, has been approved by the Town Council. 


Continental. — SPArN. — The Railway Bill, recently 
brought before the Legislative Chamber by the Minister of Public 
Works, seeks to nationalise the railways when this is considered 
expedient. In the meantime a close arrangement is to be made 
between the railway companies and the Government, If necessary, 
rates are to be brought down to below working costs and the 
deficit will be made up by the State. Sanction is sought to 
consti uct new lines, and for the subsequent electrification of the 
railways. 

Exeter.—OFFER OF PURCHASE.—AÀt a meeting of the 
City Council on May 10th, it was reported that the National 
Electric Construction Co. recently had inquired whether the Council 
was disposed to sell or lease the tramway undertaking, and the 
Tramways Committee recommended a reply in the negative. 

A £4,000 loss on the tramways had been included in tbe esti- 
mates, and at previous meetings the question of sale had been 
mooted. There was a disposition to criticise the committee for 
not putting fuller particulars of the offer before the Council. Mr. 
M. J. McGahey thought the majority of the Council might be 
against selling or leasing, but some were in favour of it. Mr. 
Towill, chairman of the committee, said the committee was 
unanimous in its recommendation, It was decided to report further 
at the next meeting. 

ELECTRICO VEHICLES.—Reference was made in the accounts to 
£500 expenditure in connection with electric vehicles. Mr. J. S. 
Steele-Perkins thought there should be a fuller report. The 
Council had been promised a large reduction in men and horses 
through the introduction of the vehicles. He supposed the com- 
mittee concerned had spent between £7,000 and £8,000 in con- 
nection with these vehicles, The surveyor said he had promised a 
report after the vehicles had been in use for three months. 


Stockton-on-Tees.— LOAN SANCTIONED.—The town clerk 
reported ata recent meeting of the Town Council that the borrow- 
ing of £155,201, repayable in 30 years, in respeot of the purchase 
of the tramways had been sanctioned. 


South África. — RAILWAY ELECTRIFICATION. — In th 
Union Senate, on April 6th, Mr. Ehrlich asked the Minister of 
Railways and Harbours :—(a) Is the Minister aware that the High 
Commissioner's office in London, on behalf of the Railway Depsrt- 
ment, has called for tenders for various supplies required for the 
electrification of the line from Oape Town to Simon's Town and 
from Durban to Maritzburg, and the time for tendering expires 
on May 2nd next; (5) does the Minister, at this inopportune time, 
intend to accept a tender, or will he agree to suspend these works 
and divert the money required, and estimated at nearly five 
millions sterling, to the building of new lines instead, and thus 
provide nearly 1,000 miles of additional new railway lines for the 
opening up of the country not yet served by railways, and provide 
work for many unemployed ? 

The reply was :— (a) Yea; (b) the estimated cost of the electrifi- 
cation scheme as sahctioned is £4,385,400. Electric traction is 
being introduced in South Africa for the same reason that t is 


deing introduced in other parts of the world—namely, to effect 


economy in working, and help to oounteract the large and 
universal increase in operating costs. Traffic has fallen off some- 
what on certain lines, and the outlook at the moment is not 
80 reassuring as when the electrification scheme was sanctioned, 
but, while reasonable prudence must be observed in capital expendi- 
ture, it would be unwise to provide for the future on the bas‘s of 
present-day trade and tre fflo conditions or the present-day outlook, 
which are abnormal and transitory. The desirability of oon- 
structing additional developing railways for the opening up of the 
country districts is appreciated, and is likely to be hastered, 
rather than retarded, by the introduction of modern and 
economical methods of working. To build a large mileage of 
branch lines at the expense of modern methods would only mean 
increasing the loss on working without introducing any counter- 
balancing economies in the operation of existing lines.— S uth 
Africa. 

While the Government is proceeding with the electrification of 
the Natal line, owing to the financial position it is postponing 
temporarily the electrification of the Capetown-Bimonatown line.— 
Reuter's Trade Service (Capetown), 


e P PO NR RR ne rT I On RU S, er —————————————————MÁÁ————Á—) 


654 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol. 88. No. 2,269, May 20, 1931. 


EA ———ü—œ—ꝑéä T — aͥ ũ ũ— ———.— — EEG, 


Southend.—RarLLES8 CARS. -A deputation appointed 
by the Southend Corporation to inspect the railleas system 
at Rotherham, Bradford, and York recommends the adoption 
of the system in Southend, stating that the oost of power 
for driving a railleas trolley car is 1 17d. per mile, as oom- 
pared with 6d. per mile for a petrol bus. In its report to the 
Corporation the deputation says that the systems in Rotherham 
and Bradford were amongst the first to be operated in this country. 
The York system was started last December. Rotherham and 
Bradford having old systems and rolling stock of the earliest 
type, with complicated propelling machinery, the cost of upkeep 
is neavy, and in both these towns it is proposed to scrap the 
existing rolling stock, and to build entirely new and up-to-date 
vehicles, Last year there were losses of £1,650 at Rotherham and 
£10,000 at Bradford, but the engineers there are of opinion that 
whea modern cars are secured the undertakings will be able to 
operates at a profit. At Bradford the deputation saw the experi- 
mental double-deck vehicle, which seats 57, and reports that it ran 
emoothly and satisfactorily. Districts served in Rotherham and 
Bradford would not have justified the heavy expense of ordinary 
tramways. In York the railless service ie through narrow streets, 
which forbade the installation of tram ways. Electrie Railway 
and Tramway Journal, 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


A Magnetic Storm.— The electrical storm which had 
been growing since May 13th became so violent on the 15th inst. 
that it caused widespread interruption of telegraphic communi- 
cation. One of the first warnings of the magnetic disturbance 
came last week when wireless telegraph operators on the airways " 
between London aud the Continent reported frequent interruptions 
in the continuity of their messages. Another symptom was seen 
on the night of the 13th, when Auror:w Boreales were observed 
about 11 p.m, from the aerodrome at Croydon, Surrey, in the form 
of a band of light across the sky, which appeared to alternately 
contract and expand. The severity of the storm put out of order 
for a time the telegraph and telephone services in Sweden, and it 
was impossible to communicate between Stockholm and Gothen- 
burg from 10 p.m. on the 18th until 8.30 a.m. on the 14th. A fire 
was started at the Karlstad (Sweden) telephone exchange, which 
-was destroyed, and electrical flashes were observed at other tele- 
graph and telephone offices. A very nice sunspot has appeared,” 
Sir Frank Dyson. tne Astronomer Royal, reported on the 15th, 
“aud although I do not know that sunspots cause magnetic storms, 
they often come together. The sunspot will go round with the 
sun in 25 days, but the magnetic storm will not last as long as 
that." A New York message says that Aurora Borealis, on the 
14th, caused one of the most severe electrical disturbances there 
for 30 years. Nearly every telegraph wire in the United States 
outside New York was out of order. The Naval Observatory at 
Washington considers the phenomenon due to a sunspot, which 
was estimated to be 94,000 miles long and 21,000 miles wide, 
and which was observed and photographed on the 10th and 11th. 

The Daily Chronicle states :—'' A group of sunspots, of quite 
exceptional size, is at present visible on the sun, one of the 
individual spots being large enough to be seen with the naked eye. 
The group stretches from near the centre of the sun almost half- 
way tothe western limb, and extends for at least 150,000 miles in 
length. The total area oocupied by the group is probably not less 
than 2,000 million aq. miles, and the largest spot which is nearest 
the sun’s limb. exceeds 700,000,000 sq. miles in area.” 

On Sunday last the storm abated, but there was a fresh iucrease 
in intensity about 3 am. on Monday morning, and by noon the 
disturbance was believed to be over. Meauwhile, although British 
postal authorities suffered but little from the disturbance, which 
happened during a quiet period of telegraphic and telephonic trans- 
mission, cable companies and wireless operators found repeated 
breaks in messages both from America and Canada, and from 
practically every part of the world. At the offices of the Western 
Union Co. the effect of the storm was very pronounced. 

An Aurora Australis was distinctly seen in Australia and New 
Zealand on Sunday night. Telegraph circuits throughout Austra- 
lasia were affected. 

Me. Cariton, President of the Western Union Telegraph Co., 
announoes that the damage done by the storm on Saturday evening 
may necessitate the lifting of some of the trans-Atlantic cables 
for repairs. He says the oceanic currents accompanying the 
phenomenon found out the weak spots in the insulation and 
avgravated them, thus interrupting the service.—Heuter's Trade 
Service (New York). | 


Peru.—CoNcEssiON TO Marconi Co.—The Peruvian 
concession to Marconis Wireless Telezraph Co., of London, to 
operate the Peruvian wireless postal and telegraphic services for a 
p2riod of 25 years, has been made the subject of representations by 
the United States Government. The communication to the 
Peruvian Goverament has not been published, and officiale of the 
State Department decline to discuss it, but it is learned that it 
is not in the form of a protest.— Reuters Trade Service 
(Washington). 

River Plate.—CanLe RENEWALS.—The directors of the 
„Compania Telegrafico-Telefonica del Plata," in their report for 


the year ended December 31st, 1920, state that their lines continue 
to receive preference for communications between Buenos Aires and 


Monte Video. Working resulta amounted to $504.715.49 mjn. as 
against $379.114.69 m/n. in the previous year, but expenses of 
administration rose from $266.447.61 mjn. to $332.452.46 mjn. 
Some extraordinary expenditure was inourred on repairs, primarily 
for mending cables which had been cut in several places, due to the 
resumption of sailings by large trans-Atlantic liners. It wae also 
found that the old cables were in such a bad state, owing to their 
lengthy use, that they might easily have endangered the security of 
service, and the Board arranged immediately to replace them. Two 
new single-conductor cables arrived at the end of the year, the 
laying of which was expected to be completed during March. The 
cost of these cables and of laying them amounted to $160.000 min., 
and as the compeny had only recently terminated the i 
of the two new conductors mentioned in the preceding report, it 
was necessarily obliged to have recourse to credit. The Board was 
unable to recommend the distribution of a dividend, and 
placed towards the amortisation of the cables the surplus of 
$126,436.70 m/n.— Review of the River Plate. 


South America.—lIwxPRovED CaBLe FACILITIES. —Mr 
Carlton, president of the Western Union Cable Co., stated before 
the Commeroe Committee of the House of Representatives that his 
company expects to double its cable facilities to the South 
American east coast, and also to lay a cable on the west coast of 
that continent.— Heuter's Trade Service (Washington). 


The Telephone Service.—The Postmaster-General in 
reply to a question in the House of Commons, said that the 
number of subscribers who had given up the telephone owing to 
the increased charges was rather less than 3 per oent. of the 
number of those who had so far signed the new agreement, and 
if that proportion was mainteined throughout, the gain from the 
revised tariff would not be seriously affected. 


U.S.A.—WIRELEss PHENOMENA.—A co-operative study 
is being carried on by the American Radio Relay League and the 
Bareau of Standards, tests having been conducted during June and 
October, 1920, and January, 1921. A further series of teste was to 
be carried out in April, in which from five to ten stations were to 
transmit signals in succession, these signals being received simul- 
taneously at about 100 receiving stations, whose operators were 
provided with forms for recording the variation in the intensity of 
the signals as received. A paper presented before the Philo 
sophical Society at Washington on January 29th described the 
results of the tests so far conducted and proposed an explanation 
of the phenomena which associates the long-distance transmission 
accomplished at night with the bouadary of the highly conducting 
outer portion of the atmosphere, which is also the origin of 
auroral disturbances. Fiuctuations ia intensity are probably 
caused by irregular absorption of the waves by masses of «lightly 
ionised air through which the waves travel in their course. The 
fading phenomena are closely associated with the strays or atmos- 
pheric disturbances which affect all radio commanication.— 
T. & T. Age. 


e ° 

Wireless Telephony. —On May 11th two representatives 
of The Times, one at Zandvoort, in Holland, and the other at 
Southwold, on the East Coast between Lowestoft and Harwich, 
held a conversation lasting 50 minutes without an interruption by 
wireless telephone across 125 miles of the North Sea. The experi- 
ment, which was completely successful, was arranged by the 
Marooni Co., which has been granted a licenoe by the British and 
Datch Governments to test its newest apparatus. The station in 
Holland is only a temporary one, but that at the English end is 
fully equipped; the familiar telephone receiver and transmitter 
were used in conjunction with valve amplifiers, and it is stated 
that a new screening device was employed which warded off alien 
disturbances of natural origin, and (at least, to a greater extent than 
has hitherto been achieved) even those caused by other wireless 
waves. Hitherto, when speaking with the aid of wireless, 
it has been necessary for the first speaker to finish what he had 
to say, and then switch over from the transmitting to the receiving 
circuit before being able to listen to incoming speech. This process, 
however, has not only been done away with, but apparatus is 
practically parfected. so that instead of there being the necessity 
of keeping a watch on the instrument for calle, it will be 
possible to ring up a wireless telephone station in just the same 
way as one rings up on the ordinary line instrument. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The date given in parentheses at the end of the paragraph indicates 
the issue of the ELEOTRICAL REVIEW in which the “ Official 
Notice" appeared.) 


OPEN. 


Australia, — MELBOURNE. — June 15th. Victorian 
Government Railways. 50 oil-immersed single-phase track and 
signal transformers for power signalling (Contract No. 33,901).* 

June 22nd. One electric lifting magnet (capacity è ton), one 
440-V motor generator.* 

June 29th. Supply of 1-ton.platform type industrial storage 
battery trucks, also battery-charging equipment. 

August 10th. 250 oore-type impedance bonds for power 
signalling, with a capacity of 1,000 amperes per rail; aleo 50 
miles of solid insulated copper wire, No. 14 Brown & Sharpe 
gauge, and 50 miles of solid insulated copper wire, 16 standard 


gauge. 
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August 17th. 5,000 sets of renewals for caustic soda primary 


August 80th. Board of Works. Four electrical centrifugal 
pumps, each with a capacity of twelve million gallons daily. 

Aldershot. —May 24th. Urban District Council Elec- 
tricity Department. Three miles of 6,000-volt, 3-phase cable. 
(May 13th.) 

Belginm.—ANrWERP. May 27th. Municipal authori- 
ties. Paper-insulated telegraph cables required in connection with 


the fire brigade service. Particulars, 1 frano, from the Service 


Electrique, Hotel de Ville, Antwerp.* 

June 7th. Munivipal authorities. Construction of a transformer 
post at the canal dook. Particulars for one franco from the Service 
Electrique, Hotel de Ville, Antwerp. 

June 30th. Municipal authorities of Lokeren. For an under- 
ground system of electricity supply mains. Particulars (15 francs) 
from the Directeur des Services du Gaz et de l'Electricitó de la 
Ville de Lokeren. Tenders to the College des Bourgmestres et 
Echevins, Hotel de Ville, Lokeren, by registered post. 


Brighton.—June 7th. Electricity Department. Oil 
fuel plant. (See this issue.) 


Canada. — EDMONTON. — Provincial Government of 
Alberta. Construction of 2,000 miles of pole lines for telephones 
and strimging 4,000 miles copper wire.—J/euter's Trade Service. 


Doncaster.— May 28rd. Tramways Department. Doubling 
of Balb route, from Cleveland Street to Balby Bridge. Mr. F. O. 
Kirby, borough engineer, 2, Priory Place, Doncaster. 


Dandee.—Corporation. Electric lighting fittings for new 
City Hall and for the supply of a kinematograph and appliances. 
Mr. Jas. Thompson, city architevt. 

June 6th. Electricity Department. One coupled motor-genera- 
tor, consisting of two interpole machines; motor, 400 V, d. c.; 
mn 76 V, 130 amp. ; also regulator, 60 to 70 V. (See this 

ue. 


Fijl.—Suva.—June 30th. Municipal Council. One 
200-kW, 480/520-V, 3-wire, d.c. generator, directly coupled to a 
800-h.p. vertical Diesel oil engine, with accessories and generator 
panel, Specifications (21s.) from the Town Clerk, Suva, Fiji, 
ofo Box 2,567, G.P.O., Sydney. | 


France.— French Post and Telegraph authorities, Paris. 
A 60-element battery of accumulators of 1,500 amp.-hour capacity 
for the wireless telegraph station at Ouessant (Finisterre). 


Glasgow.— May 91st. Electricity Department. Cables 
(including small i.r. cables and flexibles) and meters for twelve 
months. (May 13th.) |] 


Gravesend. — May 24th. Town Council. Electrical 
wiring of houses, King’s Farm Estate. Borough Engineer. 


Haddersfield.— May 28th. Electric light installation in 
United Methodist Church and School, Outlane. Mr. F. Roberts, 
Maplin Lea, Lindley Moor, Outlane. 


London.— SHOREDITCH.—June 7th. Electricity Depart- 
ment. Oonstructional steel and ironwork building, 20-ton weigh- 
bridge, h.p. steam pipes, valves, &o., for Whiston Street generating 
station. (May 13th.) 


Mexborough. — May 21st. Urban District Council. 
Electricity Department. One 750-kW rotary converter with 
transformer. (May 6th.) 


New Zealand.—June 28th. Public Works Department. 
Ten a.p. oil-filled transformers for the conversion of three-phase 
current at 50 oycles, the voltage ratio being 50,000/11,000, for 
Waikato power scheme," 

June 28th. Supply and delivery at Lyttelton of two 50-kVA, 
two 100-kVA and two 200-KVA condensers in connection with the 
Lake Ooleridge electric power supply (Section 116).* 
^ WELLINGTON.—June 14th. Post and Telegraph Department. 
7,460 lamps, various voltages.* 

August 9th. Public Works Department. Suspension-type porce- 
lain insulators for the Waikato power scheme." 


Oldham. — Electric lighting of 50 houses at Hollin’s 
housing site. Particu!ars from Borough Surveyor's Office. 


South Africa.—July 5th. Electrification of Capetown- 
Simonstown and Durben-Maritzburg lines. 


Wimbledon.— May 25th. Electricity Committee. H. p. 
sub-station switchgear. (May 13th.) 


* A copy of the specification, &o., oan be consulted at the Depart- 
went of Overseas Trade, 85, Old Queen Street, S. w. I. 


CLOSED. 


Australia.—A Reuter dispatch from Melbourne states 
that the Victorian Electricity Commission has a-cepted a single 
American tender of £379,000 for switchgear and transformers. It 
ie stated that this figure represents a saving of £200,000 on a com- 
bination of sectional tenders by various British firms, and that no 
Britiah firm put in a tender for the material in one lot, 


Barnsley.— Town Council :— 


H. and l.p. cables, £5,821.— Western Electric Co. 


Erith, — Urban District Council :— 
Cables, &0., for the bulk supply from Woolwich.—Callendet's, Led. 


France.—La Société des Constructions Electriques de 
Franoe, of Paris, has secured the contract for the electric loco- 
motives and the equipment of the hydro-electrio power generating 
stations required in connection with the electrification of the 
steam railways of the Compagnie des Chemins de Fer du Midi. 


Glasgow.—Corporation. Electricity Department. Ac- 


ce : 

Cast-iron boxes, section pillars, &c.—J. Allan, Sen., & Sons; James 
Carmichael & Co., Ltd.; Carron Co.; Falkirk Iron Co., Ltd.; Lion 
Foundry Co.; McDowall, Steven & Co. 

Malleable iron tube and fittings.—Bcottish Tube Co., Ltd. 


London.—Sr. MARYLEBONE. — Electric Supply Com- 


mittee :— 


Constructional work in connection with the new boiler-house and pump- 
room extension, 223, 495.— A. E. Symes (recommended). 


Worksop (Notts.).—The Urban Council has accepted the 
following tenders in connection with the enpply of electricity from 
the Manton Colliery :— 


Cables, £18,042.—W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd. 
Switchgear, £3,764; transformers, £2,828; and rotary converter, £4,881.— 
Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. 


The total cost of the scheme will be £23,166. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Institution ef —Friday, May 90th. At Caxton Hall, 

Westminster, 8.W. At8p.m. Leoturette on Liquid Fuels," by Mr. 
A. Arnold. 

Friday, May 97th. At Caxton Hall, Westminster, 8.W. At 8 p.m. 
* Notes on Electrieal Transformer Breakdowns,” by Mr. B. A. Stigant. 

Royal Photographic Society (Scientific and Technical Group).— Tuesday. 
May 2ith. At 86, Russell Square, W.C.1. At 7 p.m. Discussion, opened 
by d J. C. Elvy, A. M. I. N. H., on Illumination Problems in Kinemato- 
graphy." 

Institution of Electrical Endineers.—Thursday, May 26th. At the Instito- 
tion, Savoy Place, Victoria Embankment. At6p.m. Lecture on A Physical 
Phenomenon and its Application to Telegraphy, Telephony, &o.," by 
Messrs. A. Johnsen and K. Ranbek, 

Wireless Section Meeting. — Wednesday, May 25th. At the Institu, 
tion of Mechanical Engineers, Storey's Gate, S. W. At 6.50 p.m. Discussion 
m a Done :distance Wireless Transmission." To be opened by Mr. C. F. 

well. 

Institution of Mechanical Engineers. — Friday, May 27th. At tbe Institu- 
tion, Btorey's Gate, Westminster, 8. W. At 6 p.m. Special meeting. 

Society of London.—Friday, May 27th. At the Imperial College 
of Science, South Kensington, S.W. At6 p.m. Ordinary meeting. 


NOTES. 


Eight-Hour Day Bili Passed in Belglum.— The Senate, 
on May 13th, passed the Bill providing for the establishment of an 
eight-hour day and a 48-hour week. An amendment was made in 
the Bill as originally presented whereby the King was empowered to 


. enspend the application of the limitations provided in the Bill in 


the event of war. or of any other emergency constituting a danger 
to national security, and when advised by the Supreme Councils of 
Labour and of Industry and Commerce that such a suspension was 
required ag a matter of national necessity, in order to ensure by 
the development of the export trade the means of exchange 
indispensable for the importation of foodstuffs.— Reuter: Trade 
Service (Brussels). 


Reproduction of Speech by Galena and Undamped 
Waves.—As far back as 1913 Brazier and Dongier showed that the 
passage of a sufficiently strong alternating current across the 
surface of contact of a metal point with a orystal of galena caused 
a sonorous effect. Mr. P. Collet (Comptes Rendus, June 7th, 1920), 
in continuing these experiments used a primary circuit in which 
undamped waves were set up, and a secondary circuit, entirely 
separate from the primary, and tuned to it by means of a variable 
condenser. From the terminals of this run off two line wires 
several metres long, at the end of one of which is a cryatal of 
sensitive galena, while a platinum point is at the extremity of the 
other touching the galena, thus forming a circuit shunting the 
condenser. The point is fixed to the centre of a phonograph disk 
mounted on the horn of the instrument, and if the secondary 


. dirouit be turned to the primary, and the latter be periodically 


interrupted by a tuning fork, then the phonograph will emit a note 
of the same pitch as the fork. When a carbon microphone was 


. joined in the secondary circuit, the sounds of a voice speaking in 


front of it were reproduced in an adjacent room with great 
intensity and with remarkable fidelity in quality; the singing 
voice was likewise admirably rendered in all detail. There is no 
advantage gained by using loud voices or intense currents. The 
henomenon is attributed to thermal effects, being kindred to the 
velyan rocker made well known in America by Prof. Tyndall 
half a century ago. Journal of the Franklin Institute. 
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Electrical Adhesion.—The following is a synopsis of the 
lecture by Messrs. Alfred Johnsen and Knud Rahbek, which 
will be delivered before the Institution of Electrical Engineers 
on May 26th (see Institution Notes). j 

The lecturers discovered in 1917 that strong adhesive forces 
were developed in some cases where an electric potential differ- 
ence was applied to a solid body consisting of certain badly 
conducting materials, i.e., various minerals, and a conducting 
body, such as a metal disk, resting on the former body. "This 
adhesion was found to be proportional to the true area of con- 
tact between the bodies, so that ground and polished surfaces 
fitting accurately together afforded the best results. 

It was found that the adhesion was due to an extraordinarily 
'Btrong electrostatic attraction between the two surfaces in con- 
tact. The solid materials in question conduct electrolytically, 
and show a very high contact-resistance with regard to an 
adjacent conductor, if no conducting liquid, cement, &c., be 
interposed between the two surfaces. The contact resistance 
can greatly exceed the interior resistance in the material used. 
If a potential difference be applied to the metal disk and a 
metal electrode cemented to the semi-conductor (as the ma- 
terial may be called), a weak current will flow through this 
semi-conductor and across the contact surface to the metal 
disk. This causes a finite potential difference between the sur- 
faces in contact, due to the very high contact resistance. The 
result is an unusually strong static attraction, which may 
easily be understood if it is borne in mind that the attraction 
between the plates of an air condenser ” for a given poten- 
tial difference between the plates is proportional to the in- 
verse square of the distance between the plates. The distance 
between the attracting surfaces being, theoretically, in this 
case zero, an infinitely large attraction should be expected. 
In practice, a limited attraction is manifested, the limitation 
being probably due both to electrolytic phenomena and to 
lonisation; nevertheless, an exceedingly strong attraction can 
be obtained at moderate potentials. It has been found that 
an electrostatic attraction of several pounds can be obtained 
between a thick lithographic stone, fitted with an electrode at 
the back, and a metal disk, two inches in diameter, resting 
thereon, when a potential of 440 volts is applied. The current 
is of the value of a few micro-amperes. The disk will lift the 
stone in an exactly similar manner to that in which an electro- 
magnet can be lifted with its armature, and the stone will 
drop if the current be interrupted. Similar qualities are ex- 
hibited by flint, agate, some species of slate, and many other 
minerals and salts, as well as many organic substances, for 
instance, animal membranes, skin, gelatine, bone, &c. On the 
other hand, the experiment cannot be carried out with true 
insulators, such as glass, mica, ebonite, &c., as the necessary 
current cannot. flow. 

The attraction naturally causes a considerable friction be- 
tween the two surfaces. This is utilised for technical pur- 
poses by using the semi-conductor in the form of a cylinder, 
maintained in rotation, and on which a metal band slides. 
As soon as a suitable potential is applied to the apparatus the 
band will adhere firmly to the cylinder, and can be made to 
operate various devices, the whole forming an effective electro- 
static relay. In connection with telegraph apparatus, it is 
essentially useful as a radio recorder, the current from ordinary 
small valves being sufficient for its operation at a speed up to 
several hundred words per minute, if a sufficiently high poten- 
tial (100 to 200 volts) be used for the valves. If the metal 
band be connected to a diaphragm or similar sound-reproducer, 
and telephone currents be applied, a very loud-speaking tele- 
phone is obtained. This and other applications, among which 
18 a low-pressure pocket electroscope, will be demonstrated at 
the lecture. 

It is obvious that the phenomenon forms a wide basis for 
scientific investigation, and that it will probably in the future 
be used for the construction of electrical apparatus for various 
purposes, especially in cases where a small current consump- 
tion is essential. 


Australian Wiring Rules. — The Fire Underwriters’ 
Association of Victoria announce several alterations and addi- 
tions to the general wiring rules previously issued. 

According to the Australian. Mining Standard, in the rule 
specifying minimum size of conductor, an alteration is made 
in the wording to conform with the new method of defining 
size of conductors. Under the heading ''Cased Wiring," a 
clause is added to the effect that metal conduit of class “ B 
must be used when protecting conductors any one of which 
conveys 50 amps., or more, while wood casing must not now 
be laid under floors, in hollow walls or where liable to be 
damaged by rodents. Insulated conductors, protected by an 
outer reinforcing cover of tough rubber compound, &c., may 
now be used when in view or not exposed to mechanical injury 
or damage by rodents, subject to the conditions obtaining 
in the rules as previously set out. Unarmoured conductors 
having a lead sheathing, &c., must be protected when laid 
between walls, &c., where liable to damage by rodents. 
Flexibles may be used for connections to lifts, subject to their 
being supported by porcelain insulators, and of such length 
that they will not come into contact with the bottom of the 
lift well when the lift is at the lowest point of its run. Unless 
permission be obained from the inspector, no flexible extension 
shall be taken across a ceiling to a drop-light or other fitting. 
Switch and distribution boards must be so arranged that a 
fire tbere n cannot spread, whether occurring at the front 


or back, and when placed on or within 6 in. of a wooden wall 
or 18 in. of a wooden ceiling, a thickness of hard insulating 
fire-resisting material is to be placed between switch or dis- 
tribution boards and the wall or ceiling, and must extend at 
least 6 in. beyond the board all round. Wire, &c., passing 
through this material must fit the holes through which it 
passes as tightly as possible. Switch and distribution boards 
must be fixed on incombustible supports. The space at,the 
back of the boards shall in no case be less than 4 in. between 
any live metal and the wall, supports, or tubing, except that 
where the potential above earth does not exceed 250 volts, the 
provisions of 87 (c) shall apply, and the distance between 
charged metal parts of fuses connected to opposite poles or 
phases shall be 4 in. 


Educational.— In its report for 1919-20, the University 
Grants Committee comments on the large increase in the namber 
of students which has occurred since the close of the waz. 
Excluding Universities which are not in receipt of annual grant 
aid, and those institutions receiving a grant for the first time in 
1919-20, the figures compare as follows for full-time students in 
the United Kingdom :—1913-14, 22,234; 1919-20, 36424. The 
increase is mainly due to the presence of ex-Servioe students. In 
the 1919-20 session there were nearly 17,000 ex-Service students 
in attendance at university institutions in the United Kingdom 
Of these, rather more than 11,500 were attending institutions 
covered by the table.— Daily Telegraph. 


Lecture on Electrielty.— An interesting discussion took 
place at the Rotary Club luncheon at the Grand Hotel, Sheffleld. 
on May 9th, following an instructive paper by Mr. A. E. Jepson, 
on The Domestic Uses of Electricity." The speaker laid stress on 
the importance of the development of electricity for domestio pur 
poses, especially in view of the difficulties which frequently arise 
with regard to coal supplies. He referred particularly to electric 
radiators, washers, irons, vacuum sweepers, and toasters, and said 
that his own experience showed that the cost was leas than that of 
coal and gas, the house was kept cleaner with less effort, and wash. 
day became a pleasure. He had even. used electricity for heating his 
fowlhoute, and found that under its influence hens laid earlier aad 
more regularly than was the case ordinarily.— Yorkshire Telegraph 
and Star, 


Economy !—As a measure of economy no officials ot 
chairmen of committees of Leigh, Lancashire, are to be sent to any 
of the annual conferences.— The Times. 


Electric Battleship Trlals.— In a trial test with all four 
propellers working, the electrically-driven battleship Tenre:me 
achieved an average speed of 2] knots. Her engines developed 
30,909 h.p. The Trial Board announces that the engines, turbines, 
and generators worked excellently. The vessel carries 13 14-in. 
guns mounted in triple turreta.— Reuter (Rockland, Me.). 


Appointments Vacant.— Assistant officers in charge 
(£300 +). for the Government wireless stations at Leafield (Oxon.), 
and Abu Zabal, near Cairo; cable jointer (94s. Id.), for the Eccles 
Corporation Electricity Works ; charge engineer, for the Bedford 
Corporation Electricity Department; assistant charge engineer 
(£309), for the Islington Borough Council Electricity Department ; 
engineer-in-charge (£438), for the Hammersmith Borough Council 
Electricity Department, For particulars, see our advertisement 
pages to-day. 


Electric Furnaces in America.—The net increase in the 
number of electric furnaces in the United States last year was 
33, as against 36 in 1919, 54 in 1918, 97 in 1917, and 63 in 1916. 
The total is now 356, as against 323 on January 1st, 1920. The 
expansion of the industry will be appreciated when it is recalled 
that there were only 19 furnaces of all types in the United States 
on July Ist, 1913. In Canada the industry is virtually at a standstill. 
As heretofore, the Héroult furnace maintains its leadership in 
installations and ou! put. Most conspicuous in the progress of tbe 
American steel industry last year were the Green and Greaves- 


Etchells types. Expansion in the installation of other types has 


either been small or absent. A new furnace of small size. but of 
decided interest and practical use. is the Von Schlegel repelling arc 
furnace sold by the Industrial Electric Farnace Co., Chicago. Only 
one of them is operating in the steel industry, but about six are in 
use in the non-ferrous industry. The Voita furnace, sold by tbe 
Volta Manufacturing Co., Welland. Ontario, ia an outgrowth of 
the war, and two are being installed near Pittsburg. The world's 
steel industry, as a whole, is credited with 961 furnaces, of which 
the United States and Canada are credited with 399, or over 40 per 
cent. The numbers of furnaces in the other leading countries sre 
as follows :—England, 150; Germany, 100; France, 69 ; Italy, 50; 
Sweden, 50; and Norway, 20.— Scientific American Monthly. 


Synthetic Resins and Varnishes. — The Electrical 
Research Association is actively interested in furthering the manu- 
facture and use of electrical insulating materials made from 
synthetic resins and varnishes, and having the well-known heat- 
resisting characteristics associated with some of these materials. 


Leading manufacturers and ueers of the raw materials and finished 


products are already co-operating. and it is hoped that persons not 
already in touch with the work will take an early opportunity of 
communicating with Mr. E. B. Wedmore, Director and Seoretary of 
the British Electrical and Allied Industries Research Associationi, 
19, Tothill Street, Westminster, S.W. 1, 
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INSTITUTION NOTES. 


. Institution of Electrical Engineers. —RxTv&N TOI.E.E. BUILDING. 
—'The removal of the Institution offices to ita own building began 
on Tuesday, May 17th, and all communications to the Institution 
should now be sent to Savoy Place, Victoria Embankment, London. 
W.O. 3. The telephone number will continue to be " Gerrard 764,” 
and the telegraphic address, Voltampere, Phone, London.” 


SPECIAL LECTURE.—On May 26th, at 6 p.m, at the I. E. E. 
building, Messrs. A. Johnsen and K. Rahbek, two Danish 
engineers, will lecture on "A Physical Phenomenon and its 
Application to Telegraphy, Telephony, &c.,“ and will repeat the 
demonstrations of their inventions, which, it will be remembered, 
took place at the Polytechnic Academy at Copenhagen, recently, 
on the occasion of the centenary of Hans Christian Oersted. The 
lecturers claim that by sending an electric current through certain 
substances—such, for instance. as lithographic stone (slaty lime- 
stone) -an adherent force, in some respects resembling, but 
entirely different from, electromagnetism, is produced. The 
discovery will, it is thought, inspire a seriss of inventions, both 
within and outside the field of wireless telegraphy, such as, for 
instanoe, greater speed in wireless reception. The lecturers will 
also give a demonstration of a violin being used as a loud-speaking 
telephone. A synopsis of the lecture appears on p. 656. 

BENEVOLENT FuND.—In order to secure the 19 donations of 
£250 required to comply with Mr. E. M. Hughman’s offer of £250, 
it has been suggested that some members might be willing to 
invest that sum in the name of the Fund, subject to their 
receiving the income during their lifetime; or they might take 
out fully-paid-up policies on their lives and assign them to the 
trustees of the Fund. : 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.—On May 31st, at B p.m., at the 
I. E. E. building, the annual general meeting of the Institution will 
be held to receive and consider the accounts for the year ended 
December 31st, 1920, and the annual report of the Council, and to 
elect auditors. 

THE CHARTEB.—At 5.45 p.m. on the same evening and at the 
game plsce a special general meeting will be held for the purpose 
of considering and, if thought fit, of passing the following 
resolution, namely :— | 

That the Council of the Institution of Electrical Engineers be 
requested to apply to the Privy Council for a Royal Charter of 
Inoorporation, and that the draft petition and draft charter 
therefor, which have been initialled for purposes of identification 
by the chairman of this meeting, be approved, subject to such 
alterations as the Council of the Institution may deem it necessary 
or expedient to make therein prior to the application to the Privy 
Council. and to such alterations as may be made therein by the 
Privy Council and approved by the Council of the Institution.” 

Copies of the draft petition and charter have been circulated to 
members. 

LECTURE.—At 6.30 p.m. on the same evening and at the same 
place Dr. F. B. Jewett will lecture on “Research Work in the 
United States." 

WIRELESS SECTION.—On May 25th, at 6 p.m., at the Institution 
of Mechanical Engineers, Mr. C. F. Elwell will open adiscussion on 
“ Long-distance Wireless Transmission,” and on June 8th, at 
6 p.m., in the I. E. E. building, Prof. J. 8. Townsend, F.R.S., will 
read a paper on “Electric Oscillations along Straight Wires and 
Solenoids.” 

NORTH-EASTERN CENTRE.—The annual meeting of this Centre 
was held on May 9th, at Newcastle-on-Tyne, Mr. J. R. Beard pre- 
siding. The report of the Committee stated that the membership 
of the Centre again showed an inorease, from 396 to 431. 

At the beginning of last session the Committee decided to 
award annually a local premium valued at £2 bs. for the 
best paper read by a Student before the Students’ Section 
which is not awarded one of the Institution's Student 
premiums Last session the premium was awarded to Mr. L. 
Champney, for a paper entitled Wave form of an Alternator,” The 
premium for the closing session has been provisionally awarded to 
Mr. H. M. Rochester for his paper entitled “Electricity in 
Mines“; but the award cannot be confirmed until the Council's 
awards are known. The Committee also decided at the commence- 
ment of the session that a further local premium, valued at £2 2s.. 
should be awarded to the Student who made the best contribution 
to the discussions at the Students’ meetings, and this premium has 
been awarded to Mr. E T. Jones. 
Oommittee for the ensuing year, are :— 

Chairman.—Prof. W. M. Thornton, D. Sc. 

Vice- Chairmen,—Messra. E. Fawssett and T. Carter. 

Das! Chairmen.—Measrs. J. R. Beard, M. So., and W. Cross. 

Committes. Power Supply Undertakings —Messre. W. F. T. 
Pinkney. C. Vernier, and A. A. Hughes. 

. Manufacturers and Contractors, — Messrs. P. F. Allan, A. P. Pyne, 

H W. Clothier, N. W. Prangnell. and J. Rosen. . 
Universities and Technical Colleges.—Mr. W. T. MacCall. 

` Municipal Engineers,—Mr. E. Moxon. 

Consulting Engineers.—Mr. C. H. Davidson. 

Civil Service and Railways.—Mesars. F. G. O. Baldwin, G. L. 

Drury, and H. Kitchen. 2 
; Miscellaneous Sections.—Mr. A. C. Michie. 
' Hm. Secretary.—Mr. H. B. Poynder. 
| Auditors, —Mesare. C. Turnbull and J. M. Heslop. 


: lastitution of Civil Engineers.—At the annual general me:ting, 
on April 26th, the result of the ballot for the election of 
officers for the year 1921-22 was declared. The President-Elect is 
Mr. W. B. Worthington. Amongst the members of Council are 


The officers and members of. 


Colonel R. E. Crompton, C.B., R.E. (T.); Sir Robert A, Hadfield, 
F.R.S. ; Captain H. Riall Sankey, C.B., R.E. (retired) ; -and Bir John 
F. C. Snell. The new Council will take office on the first Tuesday 
in November, 1921. l 

Royal Photographic Society.—On Tuesday next, at a meeting 
of the Scientific and Technical Group, by request of the Booiety, 
Mr. J. C. Elvy will open a discussion on “ Illumination Problems in 
Kinematography." It is expected that Messrs. Walsh and 
Buckley, of the N.P.L., and Mr. Priest, of the U.S. Bureau of 
Standards, will take part. 


OUR PERSONAL COLUMN. 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
technical or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW posted aa to their movements. 


At a Mexboro' (Yorks.) Urban Council meeting an animated 
discussion took place on the question of the salary of the electrical 
engineer (MB. J. B. FELTHAM). In 1919 his salary of £300 per 
annum was referred to arbitration, the Council and the engineer 
agreeing to abide by the award. A year later a salary of £660 
was awarded. The Council, however, decided that it could not 
afford to pay such & salary, and it rescinded the agreement to 
accept the decision of the arbitrators, and offered a salary of £500, 
which Mr. Feltham accepted without prejudice. The question that 
now faces the Council is that of the payment to the engineer of 
£480, representing the difference between £300 and £660 over a 
period of 16 months, during which time the question of salary was 
in abeyance. The Council has rejected the Finance Committee's 
recommendation that the amount be paid, and has also rejected 
amendments that. a smaller sum of £266 be paid, and that the, 
matter be further considered. 

Aylesbury Town Oouncil has granted £370 to the electrical 
engineer (MR. W. A. TURNBULL), as remuneration for work in 
connection with the installation of additional plant. 

Mn. F. FLYNN has been appointed acting borough electrical 
engineer by the Limerick Corporation, with MR. GRUND as acting 
astistent engineer. 

A recommendation by the West Hartlepool Electricity Committee 
to increase the salary of the engineer to £900 has been rejected. 

Ma. GEORGE SUTTON, who was already an elected member of the 
Council of the Bribery and Secret Commissions Prevention League, 
Inc., has been nominated as representative of the Cable-Makers' 
Association on the Council. ' 

MR. Davip T. WILSON, director of William McGeoch & Oo., Ltd., 
announces his retirement, for reasons of health, as from June 30th, 
1921. Mr. Wilson has been associated with the flrm for close on 
40 years as assistant manager, and latterly as director, and is well 
known in the eleotrical trade. 

Obituary — Mn. A. G. NEWINGTON, M. I. E R. We regret to record 
the death, which occurred on April 30th at Dunfermline, at the 
age of 49 years, of Mr. A. G. Newington, M.LE.E., who was on the 
electrical engineering staff of H.M. Dockyard, Rosyth. The 
deceased gentleman was a brother of Mr, F. A. Newington, M. I. E. I., 
city electrical engineer of Edinburgh. 

Mn. C. L. OECHSNER. —We deeply regret to record that Mr. C. L. 
Oechsner, publicity mansger to the British Thomson-Houston 
Co., Ltd., at Rugby, passed away on Sunday last at Bournemouth. 
He had been in failing health for soms time. The funeral was to 
take place yesterday, Thursday. | 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Electric Traction Developments, Ltd. (174,459) .— Private 
company. Registered May 4th. Capital, 24,000 in £1 shares. To acquire and 
turn to account any patents, licences and concessions relating to (1) railways, 
tramways and other methods of traction, and (2) and (3) the production, treat- 
ment, storage, distribution, application and use of electricity, motive power 
and lighting and apparatus therefor. The first directors are: T. H. Minshall, 
34, Victoria Street, S. W. I. engincer; P. Horsfall, Queen's House, Kingsway, 
W.C., secretary. Remuneration as fixed by the company. Solicitor: L. H. 
Booth, Milburn House, Newcastle-on-Tyne. Registered office: 34, Victoria 
Street, Westminster, S.W. 


Scottish Industrial Exhibition, Ltd. ( 11,712) .—Private 
company. Registered in Edinburgh May 4th. Capital, £500 in EI shares. 
To promote and carry on in any part of the U.K. exhibitions of the manu- 
factures, products, industries and material resources of Scotland and of all 
articles illustrative of science and art, &c. The first directors are: ]. Cousin 
Stevens, 57, Queen Street, Edinburgh, S.S.C.; R. Morrison Ireland, 57, Queen 
Street, Edinburgh, W.S. Secretaries: Kitchen and Stevens, 57, Queen Street, 


Edinburgh. 
Combination Metallic Packing Co. (1921), Ltd. (174,649). 
£1 shares. To 


—Private company. Registered May llth. Capital, £5,000 in 
take over the business and certain of the assets of the Combination Metallic 
Packing Co., Ltd. (incorporated in 1900, and now in voluntary liquidation), and 
to carry on the business of packing manufacturers, dealers in metallic and 
other packing, engineers, brass and aluminium founders, forge masters, elec- 
tric welders, shipping agents, ship repairers and owners, &c. The first directore 
are: W. M. Brown, 46. Bede Burn Road, Jarrow: G. H. Mackrow, 5, Gordon 
Terrace, Whitley Bav; W. Matheson, The Clach, Hebburn-on-Tyne. Secretary: 
G. H. Mackrow. Registered office: Hillgate, Gateshead. 


Aylesbury Motor Co., Ltd, (174.646).—Private company. 
Registered May llth. Capital, £6,000 in £1 shares. To take over the business 
of a motor. electrical and general engineer carried on by W. H. Perry at 
48 and 50, Kingsbury Square, Avlesbury, Bucks. The first ie directors 
are: W. H. Perry, 1, Woodside Avenue, Highgate, N.6; Ellen F. C. Perry, 
1, Woodside Avenue, Highgate, N.6; R. R. Gordon Barrett, 68, Kingsbury 
Square, Aylesbury, Bucks. W. H. Perry may retain as governing 
director while holding 1,000 shares, with £250 per annum es remuneration. 
Registered office: 48-50, Kingsbury Square, Aylesbury, Bucks. 
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OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


Strand Electric and Engineering Co., Ltd.—Particulars of 
2.000 debentures authorised March llth, 1921, present issue £1,200, charged 
on company's property, present and future, including uncalled capital. 


Woking Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Issue on various dates 
from August 7th, 1919, to April 26th, 1921, of £8,070 debentures, parts of a 
series already registered. 


Marston Billington, Ltd. —Debenture dated May 3rd, 1921, 
to secure £1,000 charged on the company’s undertaking and property, present 
and future, including uncalled capital. Holder: F. G. W. Pearson, Highlands, 
Farnham Common, Bucks. 


Comac Manufacturing Co., Ltd.—Particulars of £2,000 
debentures authorised April 20th, 1921, present issue £700, charged on com- 
pany’s property, present and future, including uncalled capital. 


J. E. Lester & Folwell, Ltd.—Satisfaction in full on April 
28th, 1921 (a) of mortgage dated August 17th, 1920, securing £1,500, and (b) 
of equitable charge dated December l3th, 1920, securing all moneys then due 
or to become due notified. Transfer of mortgage and further charge on 
60, London Road, Leicester, dated April 29th, 1921, to secure £8,000, including 
£3,500 transferred. Holder: Mrs. G. A. Hill, Cedar House, Aylestone Road, 
Leicester. 


CITY NOTES. 


The report shows that the capital ex- 
Potteries Electric pended during 1920 was £22,081, chiefly 
Traction tor additional motor omnibuses. The re- 
Co., Ltd. venue was £299,929. Trafic and parcel 
. receipts £280,632, or £25,194 in excess of 
1919. Expenses increased by £44, 261, due principally to in- 
creases in wages and to the higher cost of fuel. After deduct- 
ing all expenses chargeable to revenue, including £11,025 for 
debenture interest and a provision of £15,000 tor renewals, 
there remains £25,900 (ugainst £44,141 in 1919), plus £12,082 
brought forward. There 1s put to reserve £10,000; 5 per cent. 
preference dividend, £12,250; dividend of 5 per cent. on the 
ordinary shares, £12, 250 ; carried forward, £6,082. The re- 
serve will now stand at “£110, 637, and the renewals fund at 
£71,319. The increases in Wages granted during the year 
were heavier than during any previous year, and as it was 
not possible to increase the revenue to the sume extent, the 
balance available for distribution is consequently less. The 
traffic receipts for the current year were satisfactory until 
the mines closed down. Considerable competition with the 
regular services of the company is being experienced at pre- 
sent from motor vehicles, and steps are being taken to meet 
it. Additional omnibus services have been opened and are 
providing travelling facilities in districts formerly without 
adequate means of communication. 


At the annual meeting, held on May 

Calcutta 12th, Lord Meston, K. C. S. I., explained how 
Electric Supply the company's business had developed in 
Corporation, Ltd, spite of the check which Calcutta experi- 
enced in its general prosperity during 1920. 

' The demand rose steadily, and 39 millions of units had been 
sold, as against 32 millions in 1919. Every class of consumer 
contributed to the increase; the demand for power for in- 
dustrial purposes rose by nearly 20 per cent., and for private 
lighting and fans by nearly 25 per cent. In addition to the 
regular supply the company's staff came to the assistance of 
Calcutta in October, when the gas strike plunged the city 
in darkness; for this they received the thanks of the munici- 
pality. The 'expenditure had gone up considerably, due largely 
to the increased output, but also to a serious increase in 
the cost of coal, the bill for which rose by over 42 per cent. 
Wages and salaries had also been increased in view of the 
high cost of living. The effect of the depreciation of the 
rupee was not so marked in 1920 as it would be in 1991. But 
to meet all these adverse circumstances the scale of charges 
had to be revised and a surcharge of 15 per cent. was added to 
all consumers other than those with special contracts—to 
take effect from January Ist. Even with the additions the 
rates were not only below the legal maximum, but below 
those charged before the war. Owing to the cheapening of 
the supply in March. 1920, on a flat rate of 3 annas per unit 
for domestic purposes other than cooking, the rise in revenue 
had not been proportionate to the increase in demand. The 
new increase in rates was but a temporary measure to be 
abolished as soon as possible. The policy of reducing rates 
had been fully justified in the past. and in their business the 
maxim of a large turnover and small profits would probably 
command their approval, as well as that of the customers. 
The extensions foreshadowed a vear ago had been prepared 
for, but in view of existing conditions the directors had post- 
poned all capital expenditure which could possibly be allowed 
to stand over. However, £500,000 of the first mortgage deben- 
tures were floated last July. the proceeds enabling the directors 
to push on with the provision of one 15,000-kW set and one 
6.000-kW set with boilers. auxiliaries, and transmission mains. 
9 were still much short of the plant originally contem- 
plate 
recent debenture issue, £24,793, out of the profits, and re- 
served £83.000 for E.P.D. and other taxation in England. 
£43,760 had been carried to the depreciation fund, and the 
reserve and other funds strengthened to the extent of £10,000. 


The directors had written off' the whole cost of the 


The directors proposed a final dividend on the ordinary shares 
of 6 per cent., with an additional bonus of 1 per cent., making 
ll per cent. in all for the year. Ihis is subject to English 
income tax at the rate of only 3s. 64d., allowance being made 
on account of the tax already paid by the company on ite 
profits in India. A bonus of 2 per cent. on the net rupee 
profits of the company was proposed for the staff 1n India, 
who had worked loyaly and well in the middle of a local 
epidemie of strikes and labour unrest. Figures were quoted 
to show the remarkable progress of the company. "Twenty 
years ago, only 407 houses in Calcutta were supplied with 
current; the present number was 11,900. The cable mileage 
rose in the same period from 26 to 525 miles, and the sales 
of electrical energy from under half a million to nearly 39 
million units. And yet the business was capable of almost 
infinite development in a city like Calcutta, with its steady 
increase of industrial enterprise and a dense population now 
breaking through their innate conservatism. The company's 
position was very sound; there was no need for uneasiness 
about good Indian investments. The wave of unrest was 
passing, and the risks attending well employed capital in 
Indid were not greater, but probably on the whole less, than 
under present industrial conditions in England. 

The resolution was seconded by Mr. P. V. Luke. 

Col. Westrop asked what was the average rate of exchange 
at which the net profits had been brought home from India, 
and was informed that it was rather over 2 shillings. 

Mr. Lamert commented on the iniquity of the excess profits 
duty and other taxation. Altogether taxation accounted for 
about £120,000 out of a revenue of £270,000. 

In reply, the chairman agreed that the disappearance of 
the E.P.D. would benefit the company; but on the other 
hand, it would mean a higher range of income tax, while 
there was always the possibility of an extension of the 
corporation profits tax. Though next year a considerable re. 
duction in taxation might be expected, it was prudent to keep 
a fair margin for the future. The chairman also raised the 
point of having a shareholders’ register in Calcutta. It was 
urged that it would be good for the company if Indians and 
Anglo-Indians were personally interested. The board had 
considered the matter for some time, and for various reasons 
had gone slow in that connection, but had now practicaliy 
decided to open a register in Calcutta. 

The resolution was unanimously approved. 

At a subsequent special meeting the directors were given 
additional borrowing powers up to £100,000; and it was agreed 
to sub-divide the existing £5 preference and ordinary shares 
into five shares of £l each. 


The accounts of the Welter Elektrizitats 
und Hebezeugwerk A.G Cologne- 
Zollstock, whose manufactures include 
lifting appliances, show net profits of 
259.000 marks for 1920, as contrasted with 135,000 marks in 


German 
Companies. 


1919, and the dividend is at the rate of 15 per cent. and 10 per 


cent. in the two years respectively. 

The accounts of the Ver. Isolatoren Werke A.G., of Berlin, 
show net profits of 363,000 marks for 1920. as compared with 
166,000 marks in the previous year, and the dividend is at the 
rate of 12 per cent., as in 1919. The report states that the 
great activity in the first half was followed by a decrease in 
the demand for insulators and falling prices in the second half 
of the year. 

The directors of the Accumulatoren Fabrik A.G., of Berlin 
and Hagen, whose share capital was increased from 19,000,000 
marks to 20.000,000 marks last year, report net profits of 
5,056,000 marks, as against 2,595,000 marks in 1919, and that 
the dividend rises from 17 per cent. in the latter year to 20 per 
cent. for 1990 on the larger amount of share capital. The 
report expresses the hope of a revival in manufacturing. and 
states that the maintenance of accumulators was being con- 
tinued in return for additional payments on the part of 


customers. 


The report of the Sachsenwerk, Licht und Kraft A. G., af 
Dresden, states that the production in 1920 was considerably 
greater both in value and quantity than in the pre-war year 
of 1913. It was possible for the Radeberg works, which was 
acquired from the State, to employ a larger number of men 
than the 800 originally provided for; the transformer factory 
at Niedersedlitz was considerably enlarged and the construc- 
tion of apnaratus was extended, while 100,000-volt transmission 
lines for Saxony and the Reich were being made. The net 


profits in 1920 were 17.100.000 marks, as compared with 

2.160.000 marks, and the dividend is 16 per cent., as against 
20 per cent. on less capital in 1919. 

The report of the Sacirtà Gencrale 

Italian Italiana Edison di Elettricità shows a 

Companies. steadv increase in the cost of working. 


resulting more particularly from the wages 
increase authorised by the Labriola award. which is, however. 
counterbalanced in part by the higher tariff granted hv Decree 
No. 9,964. The accounts show a balance of 10.315.584 lire. 
which allows of a dividend of 36 lire on each of the 940,000 
fullv paid shares of December 31st, 1919. and of 13.3 lire to 
80.000 shares partly paid up. To carry out the installation of 
new plant, the shareholders have sanctioned the jncrease of 
the company's capital from 96.000.000 to 108.000.000 lire. and 
eventually to 180,000,000 lire by the further issue of 240,000 
300-lire new shares. 
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The report of the Società Anonima per Imprese Elettriche 
Conti refers to the unfavourable conditions created by the 
Labriola wages award as well as to the increasing dearness of 
raw materials, which had seriously affected the working of the 
company. Besides carrying out the works under way at 
Valdo, plans were being prepared for the installation at 
Crevoladossola. The accounts disclosed a net balance of 
4,905,000 lire, from which a dividend of 22.50 lire to each of 
the 154,000 old shares and 2.25 to each of the 96,000 new shares 
. would be distributed. 

Steady progress marked last year's working of the Società 
Elettricd et Elettrochimica del Caffaro, the accounts closing 
with a net balance of 909,000 lire, allowing of a distribution of 
25 lire to each of the 32,000 250-lire shares. Power was given 
the directors to increase the capital from 8,000,000 to 12,000,000 
lire by the issue of 16,000 new shares. The company has 
recently secured a concession to develop the Upper Caffaro 
river, for which the new capital was demanded. 

Società Lombarda per Distribuzione di Energia Elettrica.— 
The report, closing with December 31st last, showed a consider- 
able increase both in the receipts and in the disbursements. 
The net balance was 3,810,282 lire, which allowed of the distri- 
bution of a dividend of 52 lire to each of the 65,000 fully paid 
up shares. 

Società Adriatica di Elettricità (Venice).—The sanctioned in- 
crease of the capital to 100,000,000 lire had been carried out, 
and the augmented demand for energy during the past year 
had necessitated the resort to the reserve thermic plant. The 
works for the utilisation of the water power of the Veneto 
had been carried on uninterruptedly, while those for the more 
thorough utilisation of the waters of the river Adige by the 
Milan company were almost completed. The company’s opera- 
tions during 1920 were concerned with the repairs of the lines 
and plant damaged during the war. The Labriola wages award 
had imposed heavy sacrifices, having raised the cost of hand 
labour eight times above that ruling before the war. The 
accounts showed a net balance of 6,019,224 lire, out of which a 
distribution of 9 lire per share was declared. 


— — 


Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd.— The report for 1920 shows a 
profit of £253,254, plus £415,776 brought in. ‘The directors 
recommend a final dividend of ls. per share, free of tax, mak- 
ing 10 per cent., free of tax, for the year, placing to a special 
surplus fund £30,000, and carrying forward, subject to excess 
profits duty for 1918, 1919 and 1920, and to corporation tax, 
£435,218. It is proposed to increase the share capital from 
21.500.000 to £2,500,000 by the creation of ten per cent. cumu- 
lative preference shares, to be issued when required, and to 
capitalise £300,000 surplus assets, to be distributed in the pro- 
portion of one ten per cent. cumulative preference shares for 
every five shares paid.—F'inancial Times. ' 


Mackay Companies.—Receipts of the Mackay Companies 
for the year to February lst, 1921, from investments in other 
companies totalled $4,868,988. ^ Dividends paid absorbed 
$4,230,330. Operating expenses, including Federal income tax, 
transfer agents’, registrars’, auditors’ and trustees’ compensa- 
tion, office rent, salaries, stationery, engraving of certiticates, 
&c., totalled $535,400, leaving to be carried forward $103,251. 
A contract has been signed with Swan Hunter and Wighain 
Richardson, of Newcastle, for the construction of a new cable 
repairing steamer to replace present cable ship Mackay- 
Bennett. The new steamer will be completed early in 1922.— 
Financial Times. 


Chesham Electric vient & Power Co., Ltd.—The profit for 
1920 on electricity supply, after deducting all costs of genera- 
tion and distribution, and on contracting und other work, was 
£5,642. Deducting general expenses, rent, rates, &c., leaves 
£4,332, plus £4,577 brought forward. Debenture and loan in- 
terest absorb £1,796, depreciation on property £1,000, balance 
yj 9105 of debenture issue 4302; dividend, £900; balance, 
4,910. 


Oldham, Ashton & Hyde Electric Tramway, Ltd.—The 
report for 1920 shows a net profit of £11,500. plus £5.987 
brought forward. There is put to reserve £6,000. The divi- 
dend on the ordinary shares is 6 per cent. for the vear, and 
£5.987 is to be carried forward. As a result of the arbitration 
proceedings and subsequent negotiations, the directors have 
received a definite offer from the local authorities of 41. 000 
for the svstem (in addition to the price of stores) and to settle 
all matters outstanding. The directors advise the shareholders 
to accept the offer. The amount that will ultimately be avail- 
able for distribution cannot at present be definitely stated, but 
there will be a surplus for both classes of shareholders after 
repayment of the capital. 


Constantinople Telephone Co.— After providing for interest 
on obligations and debt certificates and debiting 5 per cent. 
interest on share capital. full amount of amortisation. together 
with reserves for renewals, &c., accounts for vear ending 
December 31st show a loss of £T18,431, which makes a total 
deficiency of £174,095. 


Craigpark Electric Cable Ce., Ltd.—The annual meeting 
85 held in Glasgow on May 12th, Dr. Magnus Maclean in 


New York Telephone Co.— Net earnings for 1920, 
$12,164,575; deduct interest, $6,094,502; balance, $6,070,073; 
add surplus at January Ist, 1920, 538,814, 111; total, 
$44,854,154; dividends (8 per cent.), $12,000,000; miscellaneous 
items, $351,022; surplus, December à1st, 1920, $3J2,903,162.— 
Financial News. 


Anglo-American Telegraph Co., Ltd.—The report is 
issued for the year ended March, 1921. It states that the four 
dividend payments announced already absorbed altogether 
£202,900, being the rent paid by the Western Union Tele- 
graph Co. for the year, equal to 34 per cent. on the ordinary 
stock, 6 per cent. on the preferred, and 1j per cent. on the 
deferred. The balance at credit of revenue account, £72,155. 
includes £6,533 interest received, and the balance (465,625) is 
available for the payment of dividends for the quarter to 
March, 1921. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


TUESDAY EVENING. 


WiTH the labour crisis fluctuating daily (if not hourly), the 
Stock Exchange markets are at some loss to know in which 
direction the immediate indications point. There was a certain 
amount of accumulated business to be dealt with after the 
Whitsun holiday, but as soon as this wus cleared off, markets 
settled down to await developments in the coal trade. Publi- 
cation of the Railways’ Bill had an effect surprisingly little 
upon quotations of stocks and shares in the railway markets. 
Indeed it may almost be said that the result was practically 
nil, and the reason may be partially ascribed to the ditticulty 
Which the ordinary unnd experiences in grappling with the 
intricacies of the Bill's provisions. 

So far as the electric railways are concerned, we have al- 
ready pointed out that the Bill is not likely to influence their 
financial position seriously one way or the other. Gorgeous 
Weather at Whitsun caused motor-’bus traffic, in and out of 
London, to break all records, and this lent fresh courage to 
those who have been maintaining for sonie time past that the 
tube companies are getting into a strong position. As soon 
as the coinpanies are able to take full advantage of their profit- 
eurning capacities, the shareholders are likely to reap the 
reward of a long-exercised patience. Because of this, the 
prices of the various stocks are well maintained on the whole. 
Though steam stocks may droop, the Undergrounds, with occa- 
sional ups-and-downs, manage to hold rises on balance. The 
enthusiasts are talking about the possibility of a dividend 
being declared on Districts about the end of next year, though 
this did not prevent the stock losing 10s. at 164. Underground 
Incomes have risen to 743. 

The way in which the prices of new issues continue to ad- 
vance is remarkable. Central Electric Notes have risen 11 to 
54 premium. The new City of London Electric second prefer- 
ences left, it may be recalled, in the hands of underwriters to 
the tune of about 60 per cent., are now up to 1s. 3d. premium, 
instead of being 1s. discount, at which the price opened when 
dealings started. Auckland 6 per cents. have improved to 5 
premium. British Oxygen 8 per cent. debentures, which came 
out at 96, are 44 premium. Melbourne Electric 8 per cent. 
preference, now £3 paid, and offered to the shareholders at 
44 for the £5 shares, stand at 3 1/16, while the ordinary shares 
58. paid are 6d. premium. It is expected that when the pro- 
posals for the issue of Siemens new 10 per cent. preference 
shares are passed, and a market opens in the shares, there 
will also be a premium on these. The meeting to sanction the 
increase of capital is being held this week, and the ordinary 
shares, which drooped to 23s. 9d., have recovered to Bs. 

Babcock & Wilcox are firm at 9 7/16 on the issue of a report 
which shows the gross profit of £770,500 to have risen nearly 
£104,000, and the net profit of £497,468 is 442.500 up on the 
vear. The dividend, which remained at 15 per cent. for five 
consecutive vears, is raised to 16 per cent., the same rate as 
was paid for the vear before the war. It has to be remem- 
bered, too, that new capital ranks for dividends this time, and 
the report speaks of there being a considerable increase in the 
amount of work in hand, though this is qualified by the state- 
ment that new orders are now difficult to obtain, while the 
coal dispute has caused a cessation in some departments. In 
these latter considerations. shareholders will find food for re- 
flection that is not altogether palatable. but it must he ad- 
mitted that the company has had wonderfully good luck and 
good management in the past decade. 

The only change in the home electricity supply market is a 
rise of 4 in Conntv of Tondon ordinary, which puts up the price 
to 74. Calcutta Electric Supply shares are better at 51. and 
Melbourne preference at 5 are 4 higher. In the list of manu- 
facturing companies, Edison Swans have given way to 11s. 3d. 
Electric Constructions at 16s. 3d. are also 9d. down. On the 
other hand, Metropolitan-Vickers preference at 1 13/16 are 1 
hicher, and the market generally is steady. 

Montreal Licht, Heat and Power shares have improved to 
0901. Shawinigan shares at 120 and the 5 per cent. bonds at 
113 are both lower. British Columbia Electric preferred at 
533 is down a point, and the Anglo-Argentine Tramways list is 
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steady at the previous quotations. Mexicans are better as a 
whole, but the only change in the Utility issues is a dollar rise 
in the 5 per cent. first mortgage bonds of the Mexican Light 
and Power Co. Stock Exchange gossip hints at a scheme to 
be promulgated at an early date under which the arrears of 
interest on the bonds of the Mexican Utility Companies may 
be dealt with. Part of the overdue money, according to this 
report, will be paid in cash and part in Funding scrip. Some 
such arrangement has been long expected, and the revival of 
the talk may serve to cheer the fainting spirits of bondholders 
who have received no interest on their investments for nearly 
seven years. We give the rumour for what it may be worth ; 
some day, of course, it is sure to materialise. Pharaoh's 
dream came true of seven fat years being succeeded by an 
equal period of lean. What happened in the third seven years 
must present itself as an interesting speculation to holders of 
bonds in Mexican Utility companies. 

Great Northern Telegraphs, with a rise of 25s., and Indo- 
Europeans, with a rise of 40s., are outstanding features of 
strength in the market for cable stocks. Eastern ordinary has 
hardened to 1633. Westerns are 5s. better at 163. Oriental 
Telephones have picked up to 2 3/16.  Marconi's continue 
steady at 28. but speculation has given place to renewed 
quietude in the market. E 

Passing of their dividends by rubber-producing companies is 
80 common nowadays as to arouse no comment. Prices natur- 
ally sag. The armament group attracts but mild attention. 
Prospects of early settlement in the coal trade are canvassed, 
and, if these fructify, a fall to 6 per cent. in the Bank Rate is 
held to be inevitable. It is this latter consideration which 
serves to maintain investment securities at good prices. 


SHARE LIST OF ELEOTRICAL COMPANIES, 


Homer ELECTRICITY COMPANIES. 


Dividend Prioe 
— ay 7. Yield. 
NS Ordinary 9 5 EM 1921. Riseor fall. 19 2 å 
rom n ee ee e n-— 
Charing Cross Ord a RR 3 8 — 10 6 6 
do. do. do. d4jPre.. 4) 4 8 710 6 
Chelsea. e LE ee ee ee 4 6 9 4 B 
oly of London z V. . 18 14 1 — 11 16 0 
o. do. 6 per cent. Pref... 6 6 177% — 7139 
County of London .. d .. 8 8 72 +È 10 6 6 
do. do. 6 per cent. Pref... 6 6 8 — 9 10 0 
K n Or ae ee 7 9 4$ — 10 18 9 
London Blectrio  .. T . Y} 1 — 710 0 
do. do. 6 per cent. Pref... 6 6 si — 1018 3 
. per oen a 0 | e (1 — 
Bt. James' and Pall Mall .. a 13 13 6 — 10 0 0 
South London ee ee ee 6 q ity — 9 2 10 
South Metropolitan Pref... ie 3 7 1 — 8 17 10 
Westminster Ordinary .. ee 10 10 b) — 915 2 
TELEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES. | 
1918 1919 
Anglo-Am. Tel. Pref. 6 6 m — 7 13 10 
do. Det... . 88/06 13 1 — 97 6 
Chile Telephone ka ee 8 6 — 6 6 8 
Cuba Sub. Ord. ee ee ee q 7 7 -— 9 6 8 
Eastern Extension .. es .. 10 10 1 — 6 2 2 
Eastern Tel. Ord. .. eg ik 8 10 168 +1 6 9.4 
Globe Tel. and T, Ord. š 8 10 16 — 6 2 2 
0. do. Pref. ee eo 6 9 — 6 18 á 
Great Northern Tel. T — 222 399 94 +1} 9 8 4 
Indo-European . ee . 18 10 83 *V > 716 4 
Marooni eo ee “ee ee 95 95 28 Nen — 
Oriental Telephone Ord. .. . 10 12 + h 5 18 0 
United R. Plate Tel. A 8 8 — 6 10 8 
West India and Panama 1/8 Nil — Nil. 
Western Telegraph. 8 10 1e) E *519 5 
JS Home Rans., 
1919 1920 
Central London Ord. Assented .. 4 4 4 — 8 15 10 
Metropolitan .. s3 NP 1 1 =} 517 8 
do. District... ON N 16 — Nil 
Underground Electric Ordinary.. Nil Nil — Nil 
O. do. 80 A 7 ee Nil Nil q * — Ni) 
do. do. Income .. 4 9 744 111 2 18 5 
Forgan Trams, &c. 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref NI 165 28 10 9 
. r8 e 0 ee — 
do. do. 2nd Pref. š Nil NA 8 — Nil 
do. do. 5% Deb. b b 614 — 8 2 
Brasil Traetions .. m . Nil Nil 81 — Nil 
British Columbia Elec. Rly. Pfoe. 5 5 65 — 9 110 
do. do. Preferred A 5 —1 *315 0 
do. do Deferred Ni 8 51 — *1117 6 
do. do. Deb. es 43 — q 5 4 
Mexico Trams Sper cent. Bonds.. Nil Nil 42 — Nil 
do. 6 per cent. Bonds.. Nil Nil 114 — Nil 
Mexican Light Common .. . Nil Nil 11 — Nil 
. do. ; . .. Nil Nil 18 — Nil 
do. lat Bonds Ni Nil 694 +1 Nil 
MANUFACTURING COMPANIES. 
Baboock & Wilcox .. Vs . 15 15 — 611 3 
British Aluminium Ord, .. - 10 10 16/8 — 13 6 3 
tish Insulated Ord. A 13 15 1 — 913 0 
63 Pref, || 6 65 Be — 7 8 7 
?9 e ee 1 — 
C Ord. es 10 10 16/8 — 12 6 3 
Edison-Swan .. " 10 10 11/8 +94, — 
` do. do. 5 per cent. Deb 6 b 70 — 7 310 
Electric ction 10 10 16/8 — 9d. 12 6 3 
English Electrio .. . — 8 18 / — 13 6 3 
Gen. Elec. Pref. ee 64 63 19/- — 6 1 i 10 
do. Ord. 10 10 28/9 — 8 8 0 
Henley  . .. 96 15 1 — 10 8 8 
do. t Pref, ee 43 43 — 6 13 6 
India-Rubber vé 10 10 — — 
Mes. lokers Pref. ee — 8 + i 8 15 10 
Siemens Ord, se es ae 10 ( 10 1 L — *d 0 
Telegraph Con, ee 0 ee 20 20 —. +5 18 


"ur : * Dividends paid tree of Income Tax, 


7 
€. . 
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MARKET QUOTATIONS. 


Ir should be remembered, in making use of the figures appearing 
in the following list, that in some cases the prices are only general, 


and they may vary according to quantities and other circumstances. 


Tuesday, May 17th. 


| l L ight's 
CHEMICALS, &c. Price. ino or Dee: 
a Acid, Oxalio .. per lb | 10d. 
a Ammoniac Sal a ee .. per ton £15 se 
a Ammonia, Muriate (large crystal) n | £65 ; 
a Bisulphide of Carbon 3 es 5 m i 2s 
a Borax ex e ake "n a £84 | t 
a Copper Sulphate... 8 bs » £88 vs 
a Potash, Chlorate . 8 .. per lb 6d. 92 
a „ Perchlorate i - . Bd. | 3d. dec. 
a Shellac .. Me T 2 .. per owt. £19 10s 23 inc. 
a Sulphate of Magnesia e >.. per ton £18 - ae 
a Sulphur, Sublimed Flowers - Mis £19 b 
a " Lump A i3 : à £18 ee, 
a Soda, Chlorate 23 per lb. 5d ees 
a „ Crystals ae 3 us per ton ar 
a Sodium Bichromate, casks per lb. ed op. 
METALS, &. 
p Babbitt's Metal Ingots  .. .. per ton £96 to £800 «is 
c Brass (rolled metal 2" to 12" basis) per lb. IId. | be 
c „ Tubes (solid drawn) E 2 1/12 vo 1/2 | m 
c „ Wire, basis T vs " lid. zs 
c Copper Tubes (solid drawn) £ 0 | 1/32 vs 
c „ Bars (best selected) .. per ton £114 £3 dec. 
c is Sheet .. 2 Sa i £114 £2 dec. 
c Rod .. ex a ny T £114 £2 dec, 
d „ (Electrolytic) Bars EM " £78 ex 
d „ " Sheets .. „ | £145 i js 
d „ 5 Wire Rods.. wt #80 " 
d wx » H.C. Wire.. per lb ly we 
f Ebonite Rod " M ase 0 8/6 . 
f 50 Sheet. ae oe oe [7] 8/- ee 
n German Silver Wire * nib " 2/9 as 
h Gutta-percha, fine - " " 14/- to 16/ a 
h India-rubber, Para fin a iS i 104d. a 
Iron (Cleveland Warrants) .. per ton Nom. 1 
„ Wire, galv. No. 8, P. O. qual. $i £40 = 
g Lead, sh Pig 85 NE ‘i i £25 £1 10s. inc. 
g Mercury vá a6 Y rbot. | £11 5 to £11 10 ee 
e Mica (in origina! cases) small per lb, 4d. to 4/- P 
0 5 5 medium z 5/- to 10/- as 
0 « ‘i „ large ii 12/6 to 25/ & up * 
p Phosphor Bronze, pisin castings.. n 1/4 to 1/9 Es 
p - » rolled bars and rods a | 9/1 to 2/6 
p n3 » rolled strip & sheet - 2/2 to 2/7 
d Silicium Bronze Wire .. per Id. MA a 
r Steel, Magnet, in bars E S 1 ' x 
n Tin, Block (English) . .. per ton £178 '£11 to £12 ine. 
n ee Wire, Nos. 1 to 16 we ee per lb. 4[- oe 
p White Anti-friction Metals .. per ton £78 to £800 


> orome ee ͤ —œBᷣ— — — — — 


Quotations sopplied by— 
g James & Shakes . 
h Edward Till & Co. 
17 Bolling & Lowe. 
J Richard Johnson & Nephew, Lid. 
n P. Ormiston & Sons. 


a G. Boor & Co. 

c Thos. Bolton & Sons, Ltd. 

d Frederick Smith & Oo. 

e F. Wiggins & Sons. 

f W 5 and 
Tele or e e p ——Óo 

sci r W. F. Dennis & Co. 


British Engineering Standards Association. —A con- 
ference, unofficial in character, of the secretaries of the various 
stendardising organis tions at present in existence, has recently 
been held in London. The vonference was opened by the chairman 
of the Association, Sir Archibald Danny, Bart. 

The following secretaries were present:—Dr. P. G. Agnew 
(U.8.A.), Mr. J. R. Durley (Canada), Mr. A. Eriksen (Norway), 
M. G. Gerard (Belgium), Mr. E. Hijmans (Holland), M. Zollinger 
(Switzerland), and Mr. C. le Maistre, C.B.E. (Great Britain). 

Each secretary gave a brief report of the ganeral organisation of 
the work in his own country, the methods adopted in arriving at 
the standards, as well as the principles followed to ensure their 
adoption when issued. It is interesting to note that in most 
countries it is becoming more and more recognised that industrial 
standardisation, whether of quality or dimensions, to be really 
useful must be arrived at through a process of unifying the needs 
of industry ratherthan by attempting to set up an ideal. It also 
appears that whereas engineers are everywhere giving freely of 
their time and experience to this important work, ita value to 
commerce generally is far too little app eciated, and it is, there- 
fore, not being supported financially to the extent it should be. 

The conference preferred to see international f isation 
develop along nation d lines, and seo‘ionally, similar to those 
adopted for instance by the electrica] industry in the case of the 
now well-established International Electrotechnical Commission, 
Each secretary will, in due course, submit to his respective 
organisation the suggestions of the conference on the various 
points diecussed. | " EN 

The seoretaries were entertained by the British Engineering 
Standards Association during their four days’ conference, 


Assistant Examiners in the Patent Office. The open com- 
petitive examination wil begin on Tuesday, July 26th, instead of 
on Tuesday, July 12th (as stated in the printed regulations) and 
will last until Saturday, July 30th. Any candidate who has 
attained the age of 20 on July 26th, 1921, and has not attained the 
age of 25 on July 12th, 1921, will be regarded as eligible in respeet 
of age to compete on this occasion; ... | 


^ 13 
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CABLE TELEGRAPHY. 


Oscillatory Circuit Signal: Conditions: Some Graphs, Tables, and Scales. 


By EDWARD RAYMOND-BARKBR. 


(Concluded from page 680.) 


52. Expressions 42 and 45 may be used for the plotting 
of corresponding curves, for calibration of scales, or— as has 
been seen—for compilation of tables. The various curves 
in the following series (considerably reduced from originals) 
happened to be called for in connection with trials over laid 
cables, and for laboratory purposes. Judging from 
reports received, these curves have proved their value. 
They are reproduced here, on a necessarily much reduced 
scale, as examples of a few out of very many ways in which 
these matters may be treated graphically. 

53. A pair of compasses, or a paper straight-edge and 
pencil marks, may conveniently be used in deriving data 
from these curves. 

54. Fig. 8 shows k, in microfarads, suitable severally 


for L of 2, 3, 5, and 10 henries, at various speeds in J. p. n. 
tom 
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Example. —At a signalling speed of 300 /.p.m., and vith 
an inductance shunt of 10 henries, a receiving condenser of 
25 mfd. ought to be used. Checking by actual figures, (see 45), 


1 ps 7 
10 300 
55. Fig. 9, electrically, is the same as fig. 8, but is on a 


K= ) == 25:3 mfd. 


K, in microfarads, su! ipti severally for L A 2. 3. 5. and 10 hennes 7---+- 
rious speeds in Ip 


800 960 1000 1100ra 1200 


smaller scale in order to show more extensively, over a 
given space, the general trend of the curves. 

56. Fig. 10 shows r in henries suitable severally for K 
of 5, 10, 15, and 20 mfd. at various speeds in J.. n. 

Example. At a signalling speed of 180 /.y.m., and with 
a receiving condenser of 20 mfd., an inductance shunt of 
just over 35 henries ought to be used. (The curve shows 
this at a glance). Ohecking by actual figures (see 42) 

l (4457477 
L E 180 )- 85:2 henries. 

57. Fig. 11, electrically, is the same as fig. 10, but is on 
a smaller and more extended scale, showing the general 
trend of the curves. 


58. Figs. 12, 18 and 14 constitute valuable graph- 
records of K and L relativity severally for signalling speeds 
of (fig. 12) 150, 175 and 200 : (fig. 13) 800, 400 and 500: 
(fig. 14) 600, 700 and 800 J. v. . 
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59. Table V affords an E of one out of innumer- 
able ways in which the foregoing curves may be used for 
calibrating speed scales for any required purpose. 

The three calibrated (K) scales shown in Table V were 
taken from the three curves in fig. 12. -These scales, of 
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S 
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5 
5 
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18 

19 

20 


4 8382 5 5 7 


TE- 8 888 8 8 


TABLE V. 


course, might have been calibrated directly by calculation, 
and not by means of preliminary curves. 

60. A straight-edge extended horizontally from any given 
reading (on I. scale) in henries, will indicate on the 
three K scales the microfarads necessary for these three 
signalling speeds. The number of scales thus built up, 
and included in an extended series, may be continued at 
pleasure. 

61. Before concluding. let, us revert, for a moment, to 
the oscillatory circuits of reception respectively in simplex 
working and in duplex as shown in figs. 5 and 6. 
Inspection of these two diagrams discloses the fact that 
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there is nothing novel in these connections and general eleo- 
trical arrangement as portrayed in the two diagrams in 
question. Electrically similar diagrams are to be found 
in Patent Specifications of more than 20 years ago, e.g., the 
British Specification 12,731 of the year 1898, due to the 
late Dr. Alexander Muirhead, F.R.S. Invaluable matter of 
cognate nature, also, is to be found in the British Patent 
1,434, of 1899, emanating from Mr. S. G. Brown, F.R.S. 
Cable telegraphy owes much to these two distinguished 
investigators. 

62. However, notwithstanding this apparent sameness, 
the fact is that only in recent years has the actual nature of 
the problem of high-speed cable transmission and reception 


: í 
- Lin bennes, suitable severally for K of 5, 10, 15. and 20 microlarads, 


E J 


been perceived, and the necessity realised as to bringing 
about correlative conditions with regard to transmitting 
frequency, and reception natural frequency as referred 
to in 7. 

63. In the first afore-mentioned Specification (Muir- 
head’s) the student is shown how the inductance coil L can 
be varied readily in relation to the capacity K of the 
receiving condenser employed ; and how, when the receiving 
instrument and condenser are shunted by an inductance L, 
more sudden changes are attained in the circuit of the 
receiver which, by the way, at the present day, is invariably 


TTT 


700 mids 800 


Frc. 12. 


an amplifier. Thus, all initial impulses of received current 
flow through, and affect, the receiving instrument, while 
subsequent steady current is shunted off to earth through 
the self-inductance L. 

64. In connection with the second specification before 
referred to (Browa’s), one is shown how the resistance of the 
magnetic shunt (or heavy inductauce) L is much less than 
that of the receiving instrumant. For instance, the resis- 
tance of the former may be, say, 30 ohms, and that of the 
latter, say, 500. The result, according to the inventor, is 
that all slow impulses flow through L, leaving the receiving 
instrument unaffected, while all sudden impulses, such as 
the line signalling currents, are resisted by the choking 
action of the iron-cored inductance L, and, therefore, are 
free to affect the receiving instrument. Also any varying 
z2ro, such as is due to slow irregular currents, is thus pre- 
vented, maximum signal-definition is attained, signal 
efficiency is thereby enhanced, and speed increased. 

65. In spite of all this excellent work done more than 
20 years ago, it was much later on that the close relation- 
ship, or rather, relativity which, in a traly coherent signal- 


ling system, must exist between transmitted-signal frequency, 
and the natural oscillation frequency of the receiving 
apparatus (as already expressed in 7) was at length recog- 
nised and taken into account. The present writer is unable 
to state from actual knowledge, to whom,” personally, this 
advance in applied electro-physics has principally been due, 
butthe fact is clear that much light has been thrown on 
these matters by Dr. H. W. Malcolm in his book already 
referred to. Also, invaluable investigation work, under the 
enlightened régime of progressive electricians-in-chief, has 


€. 
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been carried on for years past by the Eastern Telegraph Co.'s 
Experimental Department successively by such well-known 
specialists as Mr. J. Elton Young, and by his present suc- 
cessor, Mr. Benjamin Davies. 

66. In conclusion, the writer lays no claim to have done 
more here than to touch the fringe of one particular section 
of technics relating to the working of long submarine tele- 
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graph cables under modern conditions. All he has tried to 
do has been to deduce, from already-known methods, an 
easily workable system of tables, grapbs, and scales as best 
suited to time-saving requirements of telegraph-cable men. 
( We understand that Mr. Raymond-Barker has received 
additional information of great interest, which will be 
embodied in a supplementary article.—Eps. ELRC. Rev. | 


British Traders in Australia: A Protest.—According to 
the Daily Mail, British traders are raising a protest against 
an Act passed by the Australian Government known as tbe 
Who Are You?” Act. Agents for British goods in the 
Commonwealth now have to furnish details of the total capital 
of the firms they represent, a list of directors, and a profit 
and loss account, and answer a long list of questions which 
have no bearing on the goods they sell. The Colonial Office 
is to be approached to see if British firms can, be excluded 
from the provisions of the Act. 


In all probability Kay Oscar Arthur Guletad, of the Great 
Northern Telegraph Co., of Copenhagen, was the first to devise, and 
produce over a submarine cable circuit, instrumental oscillatory 
synohronism between ourrent-impulse transmission and reception. 
See description of the Gulstad Vibrating Cable Relay in the ELEC 
TRICAL REVIEW. June 3rd and June 10th, 1898, also August, 1903, 
and, lastly, Mr. Walter Judd's concise little monograph on the same 
subject in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW of March 27th, 1914. —E.R.-B. 
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THE PRESENT ECONOMIC POSITION OF THE 
ENGINEBRING AND ALLIED INDUSTRIES. 


(Continued from page 610.) 


THE INFLUENCE OF TAXATION. 

When introducing his Budget in April, 1920, the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer evidently failed to realise that the causes 
Which had stunulated the boom in trade were beginning to fail. 
Counting unjustinably on a continuance of the boom, he 
naturally sought the opportunity to obtain as great a revenue 
as possible, tor the purpose inainly of reducing our debt abroad 
and that form of debt at home known as the Ploating 
Debt.” 

Iconomically these added to our burden and aggravated the 
financial stringency, and theretore contributed to the present 
situation. 

ln the case of the Excess Profits Duty (a tax imposed for 
the very proper purpose of preventing, so far as mignt be 
Possible, the accumulation ot huge prouts out of the nation's 
necessity) the truuvie was that account was not taken oi the 
changed value ot money, and prouts were described as exces- 
Slve, Which ln purcuasiug value were Irequenuy beiow the pre- 
war level, aud lu consequence the suppiy OL new capital lor 
the niamtenauce and deveiupment ot ludustry was diverted to 
Other purpuses, and the nunuancial stringency reached such a 
Piten uiat, 1n coniunauon With the otber causes already 
described, & siulbp became inevicabie. 


THE PARTICULAR CASE OF THE ENGINEERING AND ALLIED 
INDUSTRIES. 

As between a period of good trade and bad trade, the busi- 
ness of a baker may only Luctuate by as littie as 1U per cent., 
Whereas to-uay tuere are engineering Lrius Which are OoUtain- 
ing no orders ab all, and in dome cases wuole branches OI the 
Wuustry are only receiving oruers equal to one quarter (or 
less) ot their productive capacity. 

During the present crisis cancellation and suspension of 
orders have taken piace and are stul taking place to a very 
serious extent, and in consequence the &iuinp in employment 
has been more rapid and more serious than on any previous 
Occasion. 


How THE BURDEN OF UNEMPLOYMENT IS EASED. 


By manufacturing for stock, employers help to reduce the 
volume of unemployment, and, at the same tune, by preserv- 
ing their productive organisation, they are better abie to take 
advantage of the trade revival when 1t comes. 

Moreover, by keeping men at work, even u short time has 
to be worked, the moral and physical deterioration which pro- 
longed unemployment causes 1s prevented. 

Manufacturing for stock, howeyer, is limited to certain 
trades and does not much aflect the general position. 

Further, where it is customary for manufacturers to make 
for stock they are unable to face the loss which would be in- 
curred by having to dispose of stock made at the present high 
cost of production. 


No Conspiracy TO REDUCE WAGES. 


It is unfortunate that in certain quarters it should be 
alleged that employers have entered into a conspiracy, having 
for its object the forcing down of wages. 

Every employer is doing all in his power to obtain all the 
orders possible. 

While employers, in order to lower the price of their pro- 
ducts with a view to stimulating demand, are unanimous in 
their view that reductions in wages are essential, this does 
not imply a desire to lower the standard of living, and they 
are equally unanimous in hoping that the fall in rates of 
wages will be balanced by a fall in the cost of living, just as 
rapid, if not more rapid. On the other hand, none can predict 
with certainty what will happen over any particular period, 
and some change in the standard may be inevitable. The only 
permanent remedy for such change is increased individual 
output. 

THE EFFECT OF THE MOULDERS’ STRIKE. 


It 1s impossible to overlook the disastrous effect of the 
moulders’ strike. : 

This came at a time when there was a world-wide demand 
for goods. 

' The strike interfered with deliveries, not only while it 
lasted, but for long after, and it occasioned financial losses far 
in excess of the actual loss of foundry production, because the 
indirect loss of production in other departinents was greater 
than in the foundries themselves, while during its progress 
many orders were diverted to other countries. 

The strike gravely weakened the abilitv of industry to stand 
up against the present slump, and was probably the heaviest 
blow ever struck against industry. 


Cost oF CoaL PRODUCTION. 


The influence of wages on cost is well illustrated in the case 
of coal production. 


The following official figures for January are of interest :— 


Per ton of coal 
disposable commercially. 


Wages _ , a 5s 318. 7.01d. 
Stores, timber, Kc. ix "m 58. 6.4ld. 
Other costs (management, alinia; in- 
surances, repairs, office, selling and 
general expenses, &c.) "m sy 28. 81d. 
Royalties 7.80d. 
Total cost ... id TR 40s. 5.43d. 
Deduct proceeds of miners' coal ' 24ld. 
Net cost ... - a^ 408. 3.02d. 


In this case it will be noticed that wages constitute just over 
78 per cent. of the total cost of production. 

In 1913, the average pit-lead price per ton sold was 1lls., 
while to-day £5,000,000 a month is being lost despite the fact 
that it is being sold at a price three times as high. 

The wages per ton in 1913 were 6s. 4d., while now (March, 
1921) they are about Bs. a ton, i.e., nearly four times as 
high. In 1913 wages were about £7 10s. a month and now 
they are about £17 lUs., or about 135 per cent. higher. 

The difference between the 300 per cent. increase in the 
wages per ton and 135 per cent. increase in the wage per 
worker is due to the appalling loss of productivity. 


Cost or ENGINEERING PRODUCTION. 


Owing to the complexity of engineering production, statistics 
as simple as those lor coal inining cannot be obtained for the 
engineering industry. 

With the heip ot the census of production of 1907, it is 
possible to show the cost for the whole engineering and ship- 
building industry for a normal pre-war year of good trade. 

Ihe average number ot wage earners at Work on tour 
selected days Was 4, 102,100. in addition to 100.926 salaried 
enipioyes. 

1no selling value of the whole production was 4375, 196, 00. 
the value or the materials used was 4&2z12, 221, 000, and the 
value ot the work given out to other urns to do was £9,090,UUU. 
This last item is counted twice Over, Orst in the return oí 
the Urm Which did it and then in the value of the nnished 
work of the urm which gave it out, so that the real total 
production was 4360,06, 0. Deducting the value of the 
materiais used, the Whole of the work uone by the two in- 
dustries was & 153.082.000. 

Now in 1906, when the last inquiry of wages took place, 
the average earnings for all the men, Women, boys or girls 
in the two industries Was 278. dd. a week. 

‘lrade was rather better in 1907, so the average in that 
year was approximately 2s. 

As the figures lor those at work exclude all who were absent 
due to unemployment or sickness, we can take the total 
average earnings tor the year for the 1,432,459 persons counted 
as the earnings for every week except for days when works 
were closed tor holidays, i.e., for, say, 50 weeks. 

This gives an average income of £7U a year, or a total 
wage bil of about 4100, 2,0. 000, leaving for the salaries of 
100,720 staff employes (managers, draughtsmen, foremen, 
clerks, &c.) for all depreciation, insurances, rent, rates and 
taxes, power, lighting, heating, oiling, painting, maintenance, 
upkeep of small tools, depreciation, and other management 
expenses, and also for prouts, the balance of the 4153, 082, C00. 
namely, 452, 812, C00. 

Wages thus absorbed 65.5 per cent. of the value added to 
the materials used, while staff salaries, all the almost innumer- 
able overhead expenses referred to above and protits, repre- 
sented 34.5 per cent. 

It has to be kept in mind that dividends are paid out of 
profits, and if satisfactory dividends to the millions of share- 
holders are not avallable, capital will not be furnished for 
industry. 

There is no reason to believe that the position was materially 
different just before the war. 

It is evident that profits alone represented but a small 
percentage of turnover even though in the aggregate a large 
sum. Two very large firms, which published information on 
the subject relating to the year 1918, showed proportion of 
wages to profits of about 10 to l in one case and about 12 
to l in the other. 

FOREIGN COMPETITION. 


The United Kingdom is not and cannot be a self-contained 
unit. 

It is dependent upon the outside world for half its food, 
all its raw cotton, more than half its wool, all its non-ferrous 
metals except some tin and lead, for all its rubber, and most 
of its oil, to say nothing of innumerable other materials. 

It can only pay for this if it can sell abroad that surplus 
of its coal and of its manufactured products for which it has 
no market at home. 

'The 1907 Census of Production showed that nearly one-third 
of its total industrial output was sold abroad. 

Unless we can maintain our overseas markets, one-third 
of our industrial labour must be idle, even if we could 
somehow obtain the materials on which to employ the re- 
mainder. 
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PRODUCTIVITY: OF LABOUR. 


The great misfortune is that at present, for a variety of 
reasons, the productivity of British labour is below its pre- 
war standard, and beiow that of workmen in competing 
countries. 

It was hoped that the reduction of hours by the nnprove- 
ment of the physicat conditions of manual labour would have 
led to a much higher output per hour so as to compensate for 
the loss of productive hours. 

Up to now this desirable change has not materialised. 

lt output per hour is high, there is no inconsistency between 
high earnings per hour aud a low wage per piece. 

if the foreign exchange position were normal, if the burden 
of taxation were not inevitably so high, even apart from any 
increased burden due to extravagance, real or alleged, on the 
part of the Government, it might be possible to overcome our 
dilliculties by increased productivity, but with all the dis- 
advantages under which we are working, employers are 
regretfully forced to the conclusion that this is not sutlicient 
and that there must also be a reduction of wage rates. 


Coat, WAGES, &c., AND Cost or PRODUCTION, 


The influence of the price of coal on the cost of engineering 
production is of the highest importance. In the case of steel 
about four tons of coal are used to produce a ton of steel in 
the ingot. 

With coal wages about 19s. a ton higher than in 1913, this 
alone adds practically £4 a ton to the price of steel before 
it reaches the stage of the plate, the bar, or the forging. 

When, however, there are added the increased. wages in 
steel represented by the increased wages of railwayinen, which 
shows itself in the higher railway rates on coal, coke, pig iron, 
iron ore, limestone, &c., another large element is added to the 
price of steel. (NoTE.—Railway wages were about £47,000,000 
a year in 1913; they are about £173,000,000 to-day.) 

Further wage items in steel are contained in the increased 
wages of the iron ore miners, the blast furnacemen, the line- 
stone workers, and so on. 

Then last of ali we have the enormously enhanced wages 
of the steel workers themselves. 

A complete analysis of the ultimate cost of producing a ton 
of steel would show that 80 to 90 per cent. was wages and 
AU to 10 per cent. was salaries, profits, and taxation. 


NECESSITY FOR IMMEDIATE ACTION. 


It may be said that the '' consumers’ strike ’’ will collapse 
and that foreign exchange will improve; that the financial 
stringency will pass, and so no reduction in the cost of produc- 
tion 1s needed. 

All past experience is conclusive that the reaction from a 
slump is stimulated most promptly by a reduction in selling 

rices. 

i The inflation of prices has been so great and the present 
level of prices at which orders can be obtained is so much 
lower than the high level on the basis of which wages were 
advanced to the present height, that the needed reduction in 
price is something far in excess of the employers' margin of 
profit, even taking into account the relief which will come 
with cheaper coal and steel following or accompanying lower 
coal and steel wages. 

The alternative to reduction now is a vast increase in 
unemployment owing to inability to obtain orders at present 
prices. ; 

It has to be kept in mind that if a reduction in wages takes 
place there is ample opportunity for workmen, by an increase 
jn output, to increase their earnings to such an extent as 
will greatly, if not entirely, compensate for reduction in 
wages rates. 

The workman quite naturally and properly seeks the highest 
weekly income the industry can aullord. The employer, who 
has to find a market for the products of the joint efforts of 
himself and those he employs, seeks the lowest cost per 
article that every aid to production can afford. 


CONCLUSION. 


The only ray of hope at the mornent is that there are signs 
of an easing of the financial stringency. ‘The National Debt 
has been reduced by nearly 230 millions since April, 1920, and 
the total reduction by the close of the financial year may 
reach a considerably higher figure. . 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer is of the opinion that 
Treasury Bills will now be received in suflicient quantities 
at € per cent. instead of the rate of 64 per cent. which has 
been in force for the last eleven months. 

This will help manufacturers somewhat in their efforts to 
reduce the cost of production. 

It is hoped that this statement is as fair and as reasonable 
as it is possible to make it. 

There has been no conscious seeking for dramatic effect, but 
only a straightforward effort by the employers to disclose to 
their workshop colleagues in the industry, those facts with 
which an emplover, from the nature of his work, is brought 
Into constant touch, but which facts are often unknown to 
the worker in the shop though bound vitally to affect. him 
eventually. 

For over 90 vears the engineering industry has been able 
to solve jts difficulties by a frank exchange of views, and in 
the belief that the greatest difficulty it bas ever faced can only 


~ and the Balkans which is depreciated, so that the equivalent iu 


be solved in the same way, this document has been prepared 
as an ellort to present & comprehensive and reasoned state- 
ment of the case, and thereby secure the co-operation of 
workpeople in bringing about the changes necessary to over- 
come the difficulty. i 

At dillerent points throughout this statement the necessity 
of decreasing the cost of production has been emphasised. 

It 1s the considered opinion of the employers that a definite 
reduction m hourly rates and an increase in individual output 
are both necessary. ‘lhe ellect of the reduction on the stan. 
dard of life will depend on the fall in the cost of living and 
the extent to which thee workpeople maintain and increas 
their actual earnings by a greater intensity of output. 

Here follows an appendix of the highest importance, giving 
Chapter and Verse as to the recent vast loss of orders 
directly due to high costs of production, in connection with 
marine, agricultural, locomotive, machine tool, electrical, tex- 
tile, motor, colliery, chemical, and general engineering, for 
which we must refer our readers to the original text. 


Below we commence an abstract of the reply of the Amal- 
gainated Engineering Union to the foregoing statement. 


The reply first quotes the dividends of a number of British 
engineering firins for the year 1020 and the Stock Exchange 
prices of shares in engineering companies at April Ist, 192. 
The object is to show that British engineering firms have 
not been doing so badly." The writers continue :— 

As a matter of fact the volume of British engineerin; 
exports during 1920 compares very favourably with that of tne 


booming year, 1913. Here are some comparative export 
figures :— 
1913. 1920. 
Machinery M .. 4333, 602.474  £63,457,937 
Electrical apparatus ... 5.386.273 11,000,356 
Scientific instruments *. 2,056,417 3,144,719 
Implements and tools 9 796,535 6,887,540 
Cutlery T 836,129 1,897,245 
Iron and steel manufactures, viz :— 
Anchors and cables 687,207 9 010.55 
Bedsteads 141,514 1,555.55 
Hollow ware 1.066,915 3,059,952 
Others 4,849,055 8,247,359 


If it be said that the demand has now ceased, it may be 
pointed out that the exports for the month of February, 1 
(the last available), were still on much the same scale. Cutlery 
was twice what it was in February, 1913; implements and 
tools, twice as much; scientifie instruments, one-third mure; 
electrical apparatus, nearly three times as much; and machi- 
nery generally, £6,397,929, as against £2,471,994. Not so bad! 


THE FOREIGN EXcHANGES. 

The employers’ pamphlet (which quotes no Stock Exchange 
prices, and names no dividends) starts off with an elaborate 
disquisition on the evil complications of the foreign exchanges 
—a subject, by the way, which the average manufacturer 
understands as little as the average workman. The disquisition 
may be simply disregarded. It is an impudent attempt to 
create a bogey by anystification. ... But no prospect is 
allowed to alleviate the woe of the writer of the pampblet. 
He sees nothing but obstacles to business whether the rates 
of exchange are favourable or adverse. At present it is tbe 
currency of France and Germany, Poland aud Russia, and Italy 
native money of a pound sterling is very high. This is repre- 
sented as seriously discouraging the export of engineering pro- 
ducts to these countries. What the writer does not mention 
is that exactly the opposite state of things prevails in the 
United States and Canada, India and Chile, Argentine and 
Uruguay, Holland and Portugal, and Sweden and Switzerland. 
With these countries the rates of exchange are low, and it i5 
not the native currency but the pound sterling which 1s at à 
discount. If the rates of exchange are discouraging our 
exports to France and Germany, Poland and Russia, and Itay 
and the Balkans, in exactly the same way the rates of ex 
change are positively stimulating and facilitating our export“ 
to the United States and Canada, India and Chile, Argentine 
and Uruguay, Holland and Portugal, and Sweden and Swit 
zerland. But the writer of the pamphlet ignores this. H- 
even claims to have it both wavs, blaming, for the failure t^ 
make export sales, first the high rates of exchange with Ger 
many, and then the low rates of exchange with India, where 
there has been such an orgy of imports (largely of engineering 
products) from this country that there is a temporary cor 
gestion of stocks! 

[t is unnecessary to pursue the matter further. Whilst the 
social and economie conditions of other countries are of Ue 
greatest importance to our trade, and the adoption of a wi 
and humane policy in foreign affairs is therefore imperative. 
members of the A.E.U. (or their employers) need concer 
themselves no more about the rates of exchange than abo 
the readings of the barometer. Those who wish further ev 
planation of the subject may study the able Memoranduz: 
printed as Appendix I. 

(To be continued.) 
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MAGNETOS FOR INTERNAL- COMBUSTION 
ENGINES. 


—— 


DISCUSSION IN LONDON. 


(Concluded from page 633.) 

Mr. A. P. Youna explained that it had always seemed to 
him that the h.p. magneto was one of the most interesting and 
complicated pieces of apparatus to be found in the whole range 
of electrical appliances. 

The armature was usually only 2 in. in diameter; it com- 
prised some 200 turns of primary winding and from 9,000 to 
10,000 turns in the secondary. The voltage generated each time 
the prinary winding was open circuited might reach a maxi- 
mum value of 11,000. Magnetos had been built to give over 
250 distinct sparks per second, so from the standpoint of volt- 
age alone the problem of satisfactorily insulating the secondary 
winding was quite complex. and analogous in many respects to 
the general problem of insulating high-voltage electrical ma- 
chinery, but obviously made more difficult by the very small 
space occupied by the windings. Prof. Taylor Jones's mathe- 
matical treatment of the magneto showed that high-frequency 
oscllations occurred in the secondary circuit, which came 
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Fig. 11.—Contact BREAKER. 


within the range of wireless frequencies. In fact, one of the 
problems which had to be faced in connection with the in- 
stallation of magnetos on aeroplanes fitted with wireless 
apparatus was the prevention of interference that might arise 
from high-frequency oscillations in the h.p. circuit. of the 
magneto. A detailed consideration of the magnet's function. 
and the relationship between the magnetic characteristics of 
the steel and the electrical performance of the magneto, be- 
came a very complex problem. Such a study covered the whole 
range of permanent magnetism, whilst an inquiry into the 
influence of the composition of the steel. hardening tempera- 
ture, &c., on the magnetic characteristics led one into the 
realms of metallurgv. 'lhe contact breaker was, perhaps, the 
most wonderful part of a magneto. A study of, its operation 
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FId. 12.—DISPLACEMENT CURVE, FIG. 13.—ANALYSIS 
OF MOTION. 


magnetos. The limits of accuracy were necessarily very fine 
—much smaller than in any other class of electrical apparatus. 
For example, the air gap between the armature and pole 
pieces was usually about 0.005 in., a limit of only + 0.001 in. 
being allowed. For a certain type of multi-cylinder aero 
magneto manufactured during the war period no less than 
790 gauges were necessary. That particular magneto had in 
its composition 400 parts of different design, the total number 
of parts being 560. 'Ihe finest limit of accuracy worked to 
was à tolerance of 0.0003 in. : 

Fig. 11 illustrated the type of contact-breaker construction 
used on the orthodox rotating-armature type of magneto. 
little steel spring-controlled contact arm was free to oscillate 
on an insulating bush usually made of fibre, such oscillation 
being imparted to the lever by virtue of the fibre heel 
attached to one end of it coming in contact with an annular 
cam which surrounded the revolving unit. The maximuin 
gap between the contacts was only 0.012 in., but although 
the moveinent was so small, the forces that were brought into 
play at high speeds became relatively great. Figs. 12 and 13 
showed curves which related to the relatively short period of 
time during which the contacts were opening, on the assump- 
tion that the heel and cam profile were such as to impart har- 
monic motion. The point of special interest was that at the 
moment of impact the acceleration was a maximum (see 
fig. 12 and, in consequence, the pressure between the heel and 
the cam at that moment, which was equal to the spring pres- 
sure, plus the force required to impart that acceleration to the 
lever, also reached a maximum. When operating at high 
speeds, the acceleration component of the force greatly ex- 
ceeded that due to the spring pressure, and in a certain design 
of four-cylinder magneto that acceleration force might reach 
seven pounds at a speed of 3,000 r.p.m. On a multi-cylinder 
aeroplane magneto that the speaker designed during the war 
period, the acceleration force was as much as 14 pounds. 

The phenomenon of contact arcing opened up wide fields for 
further research and investigation, because it was doubtful 
whether that phenomenon was clearly understood even at the 
present time. Mr. Watson suggested that the theory of spark- 
ing voltages which had been put forward in an attempt to 
explain what happened at the moment of separation of the 
contacts was hardly compatible with the theory of arcing. 
It was perfectly true that local heating at the final point of 
contact dde the two contact faces was a factor of primary 
importance in determining whether arcing was likely to occur. 
and the speaker believed that other important factors were 
the variation in the contact resistance just prior to actual 
separation, the current passing at that instant, and the tem- 
perature of the contact faces as well as the degree’ of volatili- 
sation that obtained, all of which tended to reduce the sparking 
voltage, looking at the two contacts as two electrodes separated 
by a short distance; and if the local heating was excessive just 
before separation, the resistance of the gap would be so small 
as to make the sparking voltage practically zero, so that from 
that standpoint the two theories would be brought somewhat 
into line. | 
At the present time, the most satisfactory contact metal was 
undoubtedly & platinum iridium alloy containing from 15 to 
95 per cent. of iridium. Under certain conditions tungsten 
gave reasonably good results, but it was inferior to the plati- 
num iridium alloy in respect of its range of adaptability, using 
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Fig. 14. —RELATION BETWEEN FIG. 15.— PLUG 
SPARKING SPEED AND POLE GAP. INSULATION TESTS. 


Norz.— In fig. 18, A -. displacement; B = velocity; C — acceleration. 


introduced one to many interesting mechanical: problems, 
whilst the phenomenon of contact arcing, if examined in great 
detail, led one to consider many difticult problems in the 
realms of metallurgy and physics. The condenser was one of 
the vital parts of a magneto. It had to be built into such a 
small compass that the problem of securing a suitable 
dielectric was a very difficult one. A great deal had yet to be 
learnt concerning the exact nature and magnitude of electrical 
and mechanical strains to which a condenser was subjected in 
service. The insulating parts, such as the distributor, slip 
ring, &c., were made of a moulded insulating material having 
a rubber base. The manufacture of those parts in moulds. 
starting with a plastic mass, introduced a branch of electrical 
engineering which had not in the past received adequate con- 
sideration, and the potentialities of that particular line of 
manufacture were very great. Finally. there were the in- 
teresting and complex problems involved in manufacturing 


that expression to denote such factors as current, flux and 
speed. Even so, however, it was the next best contact inetal 
to the platinum iridium alloy, and on the battery-coil systems 
tungsten yielded satisfactory results. Probably. however, in 
the case of tungsten there was a critical value of the current 
which must not be exceeded no matter what the size of the 
contacts might be. and as the contact current in all battery-coil 
svstems of ignition was much less than that in a magneto 
(see fig. 16), that was probably the reason why tungsten was 
used successfully in America. It would appear also that a 
humid atmosphere such as frequently obtained in this country 
had a more detrimental effect on the operation of tungsten 
contacts than it had in the case of a platinum iridium alloy. 
In a recent investigation that the speaker made on the subject 
he found there was a relationship between the performance of 
different materials. when used as magneto contacts. and the 
physical characteristics of the materials. Thus by arranging 
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different metals in their order of merit, as determined by 
their suitability for use as contact metals, starting with the 
best and going down the scale to the worst metal, the density 
duuinished, the specific resistance dinunished, whilst the heat 
conductivity increased. ‘Lhere was still a large amount of re- 
search to be done on the whole subject, and a careful investi- 
gation should yield results that would be of great benefit to 
the magneto industry. Fig. 17 showed how in a solid-pole 
machine the active flux in the armature core diminished with 
Increase in speed, solely as a result of the eddy-current damp- 
ing in the solid masses of iron through which the flux had to 
pass. ‘The curves were plotted from results of tests carried out 
on a 6-cylinder Bosch magneto built during the war period. 
The flux dropped from about 32,000 at low speeds to 16,000 at 
a speed of 5.000 r.p.m. Corresponding to this reduction in 
flux the energy in the spark also fell off rapidly as the speed 
was increased. In using laminated poles it was an advantage 
to make the lamination as thin as possible. The speaker some 
time ago obtained a comparison between the operation 
characteristics of a magneto when it was fitted with pole pieces 
made up of laminations of different thicknesses. The thickness 
of lamination was increased from 0.016 in. in steps up to 
0.064 in., a final series of tests being made with a solid cast- 
iron pole piece as generally adopted by the Bosch Co. The 
results obtained were as follows :— 

(a) Minimum sparking speed, 70 r.p.m.. 100 r.p.m., 130 
r.p.m. Thickness of lamination, .016 in., .064 in. Solid pole 
piece. 

(b) Peak voltage measured across a standard 5.5 m/m 
3-point spark gap, 7,500, 7.700, 7,200. Thickness of lamina- 
tion. .016 in., .061 in. Solid pole piece. 

The above voltages were measured at a speed of 2,000 r.p.m. 

(c) Energy in h.p. spark, .060 joule, .059 joule, .053 joule. 
Thickness of lamination, .016 in., .064 in. Solid pole piece. 
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One of the difficulties that had to be contended with in the. 


orthodox form of rotating-armature magneto was the variation 
in the minimum sparking speed that resulted from any adjust- 
ment of the timing lever. Fig. 14 was of special interest in that 
connection as showing the relationship between the minimum 
sparking speed and that particular gap in the case of a small 
laminated-pole 4-cylinder magneto. The curve was plotted 
from the results of tests, and showed the actual relationship 
existing between the minimum sparking speed and the angle 6, 
the latter being the inclination of the axis of the armature core 
to a line drawn at right angles to the magnetic axis when 
break occurred. There was a critical gap which gave the 
lowest minimum sparking speed, and in that particular design 
of machine that gap corresponded to an angle of 6 of about 
7 deg., i.e., an actual air gap of about 2 m/m between the trail- 
ing edge of the armature core and the leading edge of the pole 
tip at the moment of '' break." Most manufacturers timed "’ 
their magnetos to give a gap of that order, so that when the 
timing lever was fully advanced. the minimum sparking speed 
was at its optimum value. When the timing lever was re- 
tarded, however, the minimum sparking speed increased 
rapidly, and various methods had heen introduced. such as the 
use of extended pole pieces, to make that inequality as small 
as possible. Actually it was possible so to modify the ordinarv 
rotating-armature magneto as to give uniform sparking over the 
whole timing range by introducing polar segments which were 
mechanically linked to the contact-breaker cam cage. Those 
segments were adapted to be rotated between the revolving 
armature and the fixed pole pieces with which the polar seg- 
ments were in magnetic contact. In that construction, the air 
gap between the trailing edge of the armature core and the 
leading edge of the pole tip at the moment of break was 
constant for all positions of the timing lever. and as a result 
the intensitv of the spark was uniform over that whole range. 
Such a magneto, particularly when it was used on high- 
powered engines, had a wonderful effect on the flexibility and 
performance of the engine, as it enabled the spark to be very 
considerably retarded, such, for example, as when going up a 
hill, without anv appreciable reduction in power, as was likely 
to occur with the more usual form of magneto. 

The speaker did not quite agree that from the point of view 
of enabling the magneto more readily to cope with excessive 
leakage in the h.p. circuit, the spark gap was of no material 
value. In support of this contention fig. 18 was of interest, 


which represented the results of tests made to determine the 


effect on the sparking voltage of a given gap connected to a 
magneto, of introducing in series with the gap a small auxiliary 
spark gap such as was used in the jump spark svstem. With 
a gap only 0.02 in. in length the sparking voltage across the 
main gap was increased from 2,200 to 3.800 volts, when a resist- 
ance of 112,000 ohms was connected in parallel with the main 


Fic. 17.— VARIATION OF ARMATURE 


gap. The conditions obtaining in that test approximated some- 
What closely to the worst conditions that might result in prac- 
tice When the insulation resistance of the plug was reduced tu 
a very low figure. Fig. 15 showed how the insulation resist- 
ance fell away very rapidly with increase in temperature in 
the case of three plugs fitted with different forms of insulator. 
Plug insulation resistances under working conditions whict 
were as low as 100,000 or 200,000 ohms were not at all impos- 
sible, and when the magneto had to function under such ad- 
verse operating conditions, the speaker believed that the 
auxiliary spark gap was beneficial in enabling the voltage more 
quickly to rise to its maximum value than happened when 
there was no such spark in the b.p. circuit and the end of the 
secondary winding was connected directly to the plug. 

The speaker could also hardly agree that the heat energy con- 
tained in the flame portion of the spark was of no value, and 
although Mr. Watson's contention was probably quite correct 
when applied to normal running conditions, it was the adverse 
operating conditions that really determined what the design of 
an efficient ignition unit should be. One of the most important 
considerations was that of starting, and when everything was 
cold the petrol entered the cylinder in the form of a must, and 
the mixture to be exploded was not a homogeneous gas. Under 
those conditions the heat energy contained in the spark was 
of value in volatilising some of the minute petrol globules held 
in suspension in the air, thus forming in the vicinity of the 
spark plug electrodes an explosive mixture which approximated 
to the ideal. 

Fig. 19 showed the amount of energy actually required to 
ignite an explosive mixture of petrol and air, the curve beinz 
taken from one of the papers written by Mr. Paterson and Dr. 
Campbell, giving the results of a large amount of research 
work carried out at the N.P.L. The curve showed that a spark 
containing as little energy as 0.0035 joule was sufficient to 
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FId. 18.—EFFICIENCY OF 
AUXILIARY SPARK GAP. 


ignite an explosive mixture, and that amount of energy was 
less than one-tenth of that given by almost any form of mag- 
neto. Fig. 20 indicated the heat energy contained in the spark 
generated by different ignition units. In the case of the small 
magneto fitted with laminated poles (g), the energy in the 


Fic. 20.— SPARK ENERGY. 


spark was maintained over the whole range of speed, whilst ir 
the case of the larger solid-pole machine (4) the energy quickly 
reached a maximum and then fell rapidly away. The battery- 
coil system of ignition (c), on the other hand, gave a spark con- 
taining much less energy than that liberated by any form of 
h.p. magneto, the spark energy being a maximum at zero 
speed, and falling away gradually as the speed was increased. 


Electrical Incubators.— The Tanner and Stock Breeds 
saves that electricity is used for incubation to a small extent. 
the difficulty being in most cases distance from a source cf 
supply. Better results can be had from electricity than from 
oil, gas, or coal, the temperature is alwavs constant, there ar 
no fumes, and labour is saved. The simple feature of th: 
method is that the current is supplied through an ordinar 
plug-in terminz! and cord to the machine, and a resistance 
with a sliding scale is fixed so that we can increase or decrea# 
the temperature. Existing hot-air machines can be easilv eon- 
verted by a handy man in a short time if he has an elemet- 
tary knowledge of electricity and magnetism. 
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THE RAILWAY BILL, 1921. 


Tar Railway Bill which the Minister of Transport, Sir Eric 
Geddes, introduced into the House of Commons last week, 
is à complicated measure, filling nearly 7U printed pages. 
The present condition of the railways is the outcome ot war, 
a retlex of trade conditions, and a result of great change in 
the economic handling of all great industrial undertakings. 
It is absolutely necessary that provision should be made to 
meet the changes that must ensue when control lapses in 
August next. Such changes should, of course, secure a 
greater efliciency in service, a large economy in management, 
and a gradual extension of the existing public facilities. 

It has been decided in the first instance that the proper 
line of progress lies through the establishment of larger and 
better operating units. In order to abolish as far as possible 
competitive services for the same trattic, and a system of 
competition that exhausts competing railway lines without 
ultimate advantage to those they serve, it has been decided 
to bring about a wide measure of co-operation by organising 
the railways of Great Britain into six groups—amalgamating 
the principal lines, absorbing the smaller ones, and giving 
each group a strong incentive to develop the special area 
which i£ serves. In arranging these groups, operating econo- 
mies and the financial position have been the determining 
causes, but it was clear from the outset that legislative action 
must síand in reserve behind negotiations. 

The Railway Bill proposes to leave companies in the six 
groups to arrange their own amalgamation scheme, but if 
they cannot agree between themselves, a Railway Amalgama- 
tion Tri bunal will be set up to take the responsibilities they 
are unwilling or unable to assume. A very large measure 
of assent has been obtained through negotiation with all the 
interests concerned, and at the time of bringing the Bill 
before the House of Commons only a few railways, including 
the Scottish companies, were in opposition to its principles. 
The position of the Scottish railways is a difficult one. They 
appear to have gone a little outside their usual practice in 
the matter of expenditure, and are undoubtedly rather un- 
certain about their own future. Scottish railway rates are 
on a lower basis than those obtaining in England, but the 
opinion is held that, with a return to normal trade conditions, 
they are at least sufficiently high to enable the Scottish Rail- 
way companies to maintain & standard of prosperity and 
efficiency. 

Hitherto the principle on which rates have been regulated 
has been the establishment of maxima by statute. This has 
left the actual rates within the maxima to the discretion of 
the companies (subject, of course, to the Act of 1894), but 
this condition could not be maintained after the amalgama- 
tions outlined by the Bill came into force. Moreover, the 
Railway and Canal Commissioners, to whom all appeals lay 
hitherto, are an expensive body to approach, and their juris- 
diction is limited. These Commissioners will retain very 
considerable powers. They will continue to act as arbitrators 
for the Ministry of Transport or the Board of Trade. They 
will exercise jurisdiction in Public or Private Acts and decide 
the services and facilities due from the railway companies 
in return for the advantages conferred upon them. But for 
the purpose of deciding the incidence of rating, a new Rates 
Tribunal is set up under the Bill, and the Tribunal will seek 
in general terms to impose upon each class of merchandise a 
fair share of the burden that railway companies must carry. 
The basis on which rates are to be fixed will be one designed 
to secure for each company a standard revenue, based upon 
that obtained in 1913, together with 5 per cent. upon capital 
expenditure made under Government control, and a further 
allowance in respect of large capital expenditure not fully 
remunerative in 1913. Rates established in the immediate 
future will be upon the basis of existing conditions, which 
cannot be regarded as stable; consequently these rates must 
be modified as conditions change. To this end they will be 
reviewed annually for three years, and thereafter at stated 
periods in the Minister's discretion. A standard revenue 
that would be invariable would go far to destroy that initia- 
tive in railway companies upon which both the general 
prosperity of the companies and the country must depend. 

here the rates yield a return in excess of the standard. 
80 per cent. of such excess will go in rate reduction and 90 
per cent. to the revenue of the company earning it. We 
understand that the railway companies, the Federation of 
British Industries, and other bodies anxious to protect their 
respective interests and privileges are satisfied with the prin- 
ciples of the Bill. 

The Light Railways Acts have not been nearlv as effective 
as they were intended to be. The Ministry of Transport Act 
of 1919, empowers the Minister, with the consent of the 
Treasury. to make advances in aid of light railways without 
the restrictive conditions referred to. For the better promo- 
tion of enterprise in districts that would benefit greatly by 
the establishment of a light railway, the financial provisions 
of the Light Railways Acts will be repealed and the pro- 
visions of the Ministry of Transport Act will take their place. 
The Act in many ways encourages light railway enterprise. 
notablv by giving such railways higher charging powers than 
main lines, and also securing to them a proportion out of 
the rates which will reflect these higher powers. 

The proposed relations between the boards of management 


and the employés of the railway companies have lately under- 
gone a change. The original intention of the Government 
was that workers should be represented on the boards of the 
various new groups, and although this decision was opposed 
strenuously by the Railway Companies’ Association the 
Government had arrived at a very carefully considered de- 
cision and was not disposed to modify it in response to 
pressure. In the light of this decision, which was of definite 
value as a basis for bargaining, the National Union of Rail- 
waymen, the Associated Society of Locomotive Engineers 
and Firemen, and the Railway Clerks’ Association—the three 
largest unions connected with the railway service—entered 
into direct negotiation with the railway companies, and 
arrived at an agreement which makes for peace and tran- 
quillity in the service, and is conditional, as to its principal 
provisions, on the understanding that the Railway Bill shall 
contain no other references to management or conditions of 
service than those to which the parties chiefly concerned 
have agreed. The workers have withdrawn their original 
demand for representation on boards of directors, and in 
place they have accepted a scheme of joint councils of officers 
and elected employés. These councils will function along the 
lines of Clause 16 of the Whitley Report. The agreement 
maintains the Central and National Wages Boards, subject to 
a twelve months’ notice which may not be given before 
January lst next (1922). Each of the parties to the agree- 
ment will have several representatives on the boards and, in 
default of agreement between the unions and individual 
railway companies on questions relating to payment, hours 
and conditions of service, reference will be made to the 
Central and National Wages Boards, provided that the con- 
stitution of this body does nothing to prejudice such appeal. 
Provision is made for the setting up of a committee consisting 
of six representatives of the companies and six representatives 
of the unions to prepare schemes for carrying this new agree- 
ment into effect. 


EXPORTS AND 
GOODS 


IMPORTS OF ELECTRICAL 
FOR APRIL, 1921. 


IT is satisfactory to note that, in face of an enormous fall in the 
general trade figures during the month of April owing to the 
effects of the dispute in the coal indnstry, electrical goods were 
practically unaffected, and, in fact, showed an increase in several 
items and in the total export figure. This last increase was equivalent 
to about 18 per cent. above the March total. A large but probably 
easi) y accounted for increare was apparent in the export of submarine 
telegraph and telephone cables, the April value being more than four 
times that of the previous month. The value of railway and tram- 
way motors exported also increased three-fold, and rises occurred in 
the export values of arc lamps and parts, swit chboards, glow lamps, 
batteries,and insulaied wire. Falls occurred in telegraph and tele- 
phone apparatus. unenumerated electrical goods, and other items. 
The total value of imports fell by just over 11 per cent., the decrease 
being fairly evenly distributed over the oonstituent items. A 
decline of 11 per cent. also occurred in the re-export figure, chiefly 
occasioned by a large drop in the value of re exported unenumerated 
goods and apparatus, 


VALUES OF ELECTRICAL EXPORTS AND IMPORTS FOR 
APRIL, 1921. 


Exports. Imports. Re-exports 
Electrical goods and apparatus £198 537 £81,808 £65,213 
(unenumerated) 
Insulated wire ove noe . 600 892,638 7,155 aoe 
Glow lamps es o **. 53,499 38,049 7.647 
Aro lamps and parts... eee 2,152 1,743 — 
Batteries ITO eee ecc ecc 74,436 9,680 E 
Meters T eee e. T 43,452 16.921 9,040 
Carbons eee EL 900 eee 3,178 7,918 183 
Electrical machinery :— 
Railway and tramway motors... 27,421 — — 
Other motors and generators .... 219,070 — — 
Electrical machinery  (unenu- 176,266 52,157 3,696 
merated) 
Switchboards (not telegraph or 22,507 106 23 
telephone) 
Telegraph and telephone cable 
and material :— 
Telegraph and telephone wire 127,081 10,605 100 
and cable (not submarine) 
Submarine telegraph and tele- 387,949 — — 
phone cable 
Telegraph and telephone instru- 130,680 37,028 2,974 
ments and apparatus — 
Totals... vee $1,878,866 £263,160 £28,876 


Coming Norwegian General Strike.— The Christiania 
correspondent of The Times says that Trade Union leaders and the 
Socialist Press emphasise that the general strike, which is to com- 
mence on May 26th, has no political character, and that its only 
object is to prevent a reduction of wages. Conservative and Liberal 
papers prophesy that the strike will prove a great failure. 
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NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 192i. 


"| (NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 


Gempiled expressly for thie journal by Mzssas. Szrron-Jonss, O' Dm anD 
SrEPHENS, Chartered Patent Agents, 985, High Holborn, London, W.C. I. 


12.271. Electric transformers." Metallurgique Electrique. ^ April 28th. 
(France, October 29th, 1920.) 

12.272. Electric insulators.” 
(France, October 29th, 1920.) 

12.273. Conductors for dynamo-electric machines.“ Brush Electrical. En- 
gineering Co., Ltd., and C. C. Sutton. April 28th. 

12,317. Electric motor starting and controlling switchgear.” C. C. 
Garrard, A. II. Railing, and W. Wilson. April 29th. 

12,318. ''Synchronising stems.“ Western Electric Co., Ltd. April 29th. 
(United States, May Ist, 1920.) 

2,344. '' Means for operating track-sanding apparatus of tramway, &c., 
vehicles.“ G. A. Bradfield and M. F. Keen. April 29th. 

12.352. Sound receiving equipment for ships." Signal Ges. April 29th. 
(Germany, May 31st, 1920.) 

12,364. * Electrical fitting connections," J. A. McKay. April 23th. 

12.370. Electro-magnetic relays, &c." Automatic Telephone Manufactur- 
ing Co., Ltd. April 29th. (United States, May 6th, 1920.) 

2,379. “ Electric lighting, heating, and ventilating installations for rail- 
way, &c., vehicles." A. H. Darker and J. Stone & Co., Ltd. April 29th. 

12,381. *''Induction train control systems." J. B. Regan. April 29th. 

12,386. '' Electric switches." Bristol Tramways & Carriage Co., Ltd., and 
B. A. Payne. April 29th. 

12.397. Magneto-clectric generators for internal combustion engines.” 
C. P. Godfrec. April 29th. 

2.406. Current conducting wire for hermetically brazing in glass.” 
W. P. Thompson (Vereinigte Gluhlampen-und Elektrizitats Akt.-Ges.). April 


Metallurgique Electrique. April 28th. 


12.420. “ Screen for head lamps, &c., to eliminate glare.” V. W. Turner. 


12,450. ‘Electrical means for operating mechanisms by sound." C. P. 
Ryan. April 30th. 

12.454. “ Electric radiators.” H. Harrison and J. R. Quain. April 30th. 

12.460. ‘Means for obtaining high-voltage clectrical impulses.” N. W. 
McLachlan. April 3015. 

12.461. Thermo-clectric generator of steam," G. Durando. April. th. 
(Italy, April 30th, 1920.) 

12.409. *' Electric switches," R. W. Bill and H. Heath. May 2nd. 

12,470, “ Auxiliary electric light for use with acetylene lamps, &c., on 
motor vehicles." W. H. Date. May 2nd. 

12.500. Movable letter electric sign for cars." R. Winterburn. May And. 

12,501. “ Means of generating electricity." J. Evans. May 2nd. 

12,515. “ Device for converting alternating into continuous current for 
feeding threc- electrode thermionic tubes, &c." R. Vallette. May 2nd. (France 
December 9th, 1920.) 

12,532. “ Appliance for registering telephone calls.“ C. F. Kubec and J. 
Phillips. May 2nd. 

12.544. Ignition arrangements for internal combustion engines," A. E. 
i May 2nd. 

12,561. “ Telegraphic apparatus." M. B. Rodriguez. May 2nd. 

12.562. Electric meters," F. Holden. May 2nd. 

12.566. '' Dynamo-electric machine group." A. F. Beach. May 2nd. 

12.573. process for electrolytic production of potassium carbonate from 
potassium chloride solutions," Chemische Fabrik Grieshcim-Elektron and 
R. Suchy. May 2nd. 

12,580. Telephone call recorder.“ L. Boyes and E. R. Simmonds. May 


12.638, “ Cable attaching device for fixing electric cables to carbon brushes.” 
E. Gindre. May 3rd. 

19,642. “ Electrical controllers ©“ Metropolitan: Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. 
Mav 3rd. (United States, May 17th. 190.) 

12.654. “ Telephone exchange systems." L. Polinkowsky and Western 
Electric Co., Lid. May 3rd. 

12.656. Electrical boiling rings.” Electric Fires, Ltd, F. L. Newhouse, 
and C. H. Smith. Mav 3rd. 

12.658. “System of electric current distribution.“ C. A. Turner. May 
3rd. 

12.663.. “ Electric switches." H. Lucas and W. C. Turner. May 3rd. 

12,690. “Signalling devices for telephone, &c., systems." Automatic Tele- 
phone Manufacturing Co., Utd. May 3rd. (United States, June Ist, 1920.) 

12. %. Duplex, &., telegraphy." H. W. Sullivan. May 37d. 

12.703. Secondary batteries.“ Hart Accumulator Co., Ltd., and F. J. 
Holmes. May 3rd. 

12.704. Secondary batteries and secondary cell containers.” Hart Accu- 
mulator Co., Lid., and F. J. Holmes. May 3rd. 

12.719. * Electric terminals.“ W. Owens. May 4th. 

12.727. Apparatus for switching electricity, gas, or liquids on or off.” 
C. Sugden, May 4th. 

12.744. “ Means for conveying electric current from overhead wires to 
tramcars," C. G. Millington and W. Sharp. May 4th. 

12.746. '' Transmitting photographs, messages, &c., by telegraphy." E. W. 
Whiston, May 4th. 

12.749. Arc generators and methods of regulating same.“ T. E. Robert- 
son (S. Davis). May 4th. 

12.762, “ Sparking plugs." J. F. Spalding. May 4th. 

12.763. “Ignition svstem for internal combustion engines." C. E. James 
and C. Lamb. Mav 4th. 

12.776. Telephone exchange systems.” 
Electric Co., Ltd. May 4th. 

12,785. “ Electric burelar alarms.” Polyp Ges. Fur Apparatebau der 
Feinmachanik Ges., and G. Wittwer. May 4th. 

12.810. '' Manufacture of metal tubes by electrolytic deposition." M. A. 
Jullien, May 4th. 

12.836. '' Machine for registering: telephone calls.” S. Gayner. May Sth. 

12.857. Electrical fuse bridge." W. E. Flower. May Sth. 

12,863. '' Resistance grid for electric motor starters, &c.“ J. Schuil. May 


L. Polinkowsky and Western 


12.881. Electric fuses.” W. Clark and Clark's Neo Electric Devices, 
Ltd. May Sth. 

12.88 2. Commutators." A. H. Steptoe and E. G. Steptoe. May 5th. 
19,896. *'* Selective. switches." Western Electric Co., Ltd. (Western Electric 
Co.. Inc.). May Sth. 

12.902. Electrical machines with fan ventilation.“ 
werke. May 5th. (Germany, May Sth, 1920.) 

19.906, “Spark gaps." L. H. T. Holden. May 5th. 

12.917, Controlling mechanism of tramway, &c., switches.“ S. S. 
Wrightson. May 5th. 

12.922. Apparatus for converting alternating to direct electric currents 
and vice versa," J. E. Calverley and W. E. Highfield. May oth, 
12.923. Electric switches.“ R. A. R. Bolton. May 5th. 

12.933. Electrical plug switches, &c." E. Jones. Max 8th. 

12.942. Dynamos for automobile, &c., electric lighting systems.“ C. A. 
Miller. F. J. Miller, and E. A. Sanders. Mav 6th. 

12.953. “ Electric switches," F. H. Restall. Mav 6th. 

12.90 . Electric bell set.“ T. Hewitt. Mav 6th. 

]12,957. *' Magnetic cut-out." G. Terry. Mav 6th. 

12.994. “ Alternating current motors." M. Dewhurst and Dewhurst and 
Partner, Ltd Max 6th. : 

13010 * Method of producing drawn tungeten wires". Patent. Treuhand 
Ges. fur Elektrische Gluhlampen. May 6th. (Germany, May 7th, 1720.) 


Siemens-Schuckert- 


1 eat Electric signalling and telegraphic devices, &c." E. O. Symonds. 
ay 6th. 

13,030. *'' Circuit connection fittings for electric wiring systems." L. M. 
Waterhouse. May 7th. . i 

13,033. ** Annunciator signs." R. N. Chubb. May 7th. 
May &th, 1920.) 

13,041. *'' Joint for tramway rail." L. P. Davies and K. James. May 7th. 

13.044. Radio-signalling systems." Radio-Communication Co., Ltd., and 
J. Scott-Taggart. May 7tb. 

13,059. “Time limit relays, circuit breakers, &c." B. H. Leeson, J. 
Mirrey, and A. Reyrolle & Co., Ltd. May 7th. 

13.068. Automatic electric door bolt and release.“ S. H. Lacey. May 7th. 

13.068. Electric switches." H. W. F. Ireland and H. Lucas. May 7th. 

vee Electric heating, drying, &c., apparatus." W. Hayhurst. May 
7tlr. | " 

BOTT ** Portable electric tool for drilling, reamering, tapping, &c." F. W. 
White and White, Jacoby & Co., Ltd. May 7th. 

13,084. “ Dynamo-electric machinery for electric welding.” 
trical Engineering Co., Ltd., and P. Huggins. May 7th. 


(United States, 


Brush Elec. 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications will be 
printed and abridged, and s!! «ubaequentc proceedings will be taken. 


A919. 


25,403. “ Wireless signalling." E. F. W. Alexanderson and General Elec- 
tric Co. October l6th, 1919. (United States, October ltth, 1918.) 4136.9.) 
25,579. “ Connecting electric currents." L. Seblini. October 18th, 1919 
(France, October 19th, 1918.) (134,211.) 

25,718. “ Connecting electric currents." I.. Scblini, 
(France, June 4th.) (Addition to 124,211.) (144,242) 

27,196. Electric heat-producing element and applications thereof to ap- 
paratus or articles.“ C. H. Roddis. November Sth, 1919. (Cogaate applica- 
tion, 31,711/19.) 162,012.) 

28,500. “Electric gas lamps with glow discharge." J. Pintsch Akt.-Ges. 
November 6th, 1917. (Patent of addition not granted.) (135, 486.) 

28.872. Electricity meters." Chamberlain & Hookham, Ltd., and 8. 
James. November 20th, 1919. (162,015.) 

30,143. '' Safety tram shackle.” J. Leadbeater, D. Weeks, and E. D. 
Williams. December 3rd, 1919. (162,018.) 

30.176. Devices for electrically measuring the lengths of electric cables 
W. E. Benson and Callender's Cable & Construction Co., Ltd. December 3rd, 
1919. (162,019.) 

f 1920. 


452. “ Electrically-heated cooking device." C. C. Armstrong. June th, 
1916. (137 026.) 

1.184. Transmission gearing for electric. motors.“ E. Small and W. S. 
Smith. January 14th, 1920. (18. 280.) 

1.387. Rotating interrupting devices for high-speed sparking apparatays.” 
O. Imray (Bosch Akt.-Ges., R.). January loth, 1920. (162,039.) 

1.467. Machine for the automatic and continuous production of seam'ess 
boxes, lamp sockets, and other articles by electrolysis." S. O. Cowper-Coles. 
January 16th, 1920. (162,042.) 

1,763. *'' Protective arrangements for electric distribution systems. A. 
Reyrolle & Co., Ltd. (J. C. van Staveren), January 20th, 1920. (162,059) 

1.773. Electrical step-by-step devices for indicating and other purposes." 
K. Higginson and Carey-Cavey Syndicate, Ltd. January 20th, 1920. (162,961 ) 

1,871. *' Wireless telegraphy and telephony." W. II. Eccles and J. H. 
Vincent. January 21st, 1970. (162.067.) 

1,872. '' Device or apparatus for testing the sparking plugs of internal 
combustion engines.” J. B. Tucker. January 21st, 1920. (162,065) 

1.955. Means for adjusting brake shoes used in tramway vehicles and 
the like." S. Thomas. January 21st, 1920. (162,073.) 

2.354. *' Electric switch of the tumbler type.” S. E. Foster. January 26th, 
1920. (162,056.) 

2378. '' Electrically-heated irons." H. Cheshire and V. Summerhayes. 
January 26th, 1920.  (162,088.) 

2,542. Electric protective devices." British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 
(General Electric Co.). January 27th, 1920. (162,093.) 

2,087. '' Wireless telegraphy and telephony.” E. Hoghton and Porthoime 
Aircraft Co., Ltd, January 28th, 1920. (162.097.) 

3,701. ‘Systems of regulation for electric circuits.’ British Thomson- 
Houston Co., Ltd. (General Electric Co.). February Gh, 1920. (162,11. 

3.803. ‘Electric switch boxes and the like." W. T. Henley's Telegraph 
Works Co., Ltd., and W. H. Nicols. February 7th, 1920. (162.119.) 

3,922. “ Electrically-operated diaphragm horns." B. A. Quint and A. R. 
Kearney. February 9th, 1920. (162,120.) 

4,467. '' Magnetic blow-out devices for electric switches and the like.” 
T. Zweigbergk. February 13th, 1920. (162,128.) 

6.29. Electro-magnetic brakes." Igranic Electric Co., Ltd. 
Hammer Manufacturing Co.) March Ist, 1920. (162.145.) 

6,542. Battery charging systems.“ Automatic Telephone Manufacturing 
Co.. Ltd. June llith, 1919. (144,611.) 

9.225. Telephone systems." Automatic Telephone Manufacturing Co.. 
Ltd. May 28th, 1919. (143.842.) 

9.236. Method of and apparatus for manufacturing electric. incandescent 
lamps." Westinghouse Lamp Co. April 3rd, 1919. (141,049.) 

9,861. Controlling mechanism for clectric circuits.“ Industrial Research 
Corporation. April 28th, 1920. (142,451.) 

11,665. ‘ Portable electric lamps." Fullers United Electric Works, Lid., 
and L. Fuller. April 27th, 1920. (162.183.) 

13,780. ** Electrically-heated perforator.” A. B. Campbell. May 19th. 1:200, 
(Addition to 122.771.) (162,193. 

14.186. Electric projector lamps for motor vehicles," A. J. Curnow and 
Howes & Burley, Lid. May 25th, 1920. (162.202.) 

16,034, '' Arrangements for the coupling of two alternating current electric 
svetems in parallel.“ Ateliers de Constructions Electriques Du Nord et. de 
l'Est. January 22nd. 1914. (145.022) 

16,310. *'' Suppression of sparking at the interruption of conductors, tra- 
versed by current," Siemens-Schuckertwerke Ges. Julv 29th, 1915. (145.0722 

18.140. “ Regulating means for electrical machines.“ Soc. Anon. des Etab- 
lissements L. Bleriot. February 20th, 1919, (Addition to 130.575.) 45.779.) 

19.362. Oil break switch in which the gas pressure generated upon its 
being opened accelerates the movable contact in the direction of the switching. 
out motion." Allgemeine Elektricitats Ges. April Ist, 1914. (147.456.) 

91.541. '' Covers for electric switches, and the manufacture therefor.” S. S. 
Sodring and N. P. E. Winther. July 17th, 1920. (162.220. 

2.727. Klectro-magnetic overload cut-outs." S. Krupp Akt.-Ges. August 
7th, 1919. (149,673.) 

29,936. '' Arrangement and construction of sparking plugs for internal 
combustion engines. E. L. Muller. October 16th, 1919. 1152.609.) 

36,084. '' Electric lamps operating with luminous discharge.“ J. 
Akt.-Ges, December 12th, 1917. (155.783.) 


1921. 


6.912. Electrically-heated melting and other furnaces Morgan Cruccble 
Ca. Lid.. and C. W. Spens. October 7th, 1919. (Divided application an 
161.603.) (162.246. | 


October 21st, 1919. 
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ELECTRICITY SUPPLY TARIFFS. 


THE two papers read before the Institution of Elec- 
trical Engineers by Messrs. J. R. Blaikie and J. W. 
Beauchamp have effectively drawn attention to a subject 


which, for 30 years a matter of absorbing interest to 
electricity suppliers, has latterly become not merely of 
supreme importance, but even a question of life or death 
to many undertakings. In other callings that have been 
subject to State control since the war, if the price has 
been fixed the trader has at least had the option of 
refraining from sale; or if he has been obliged to sell, 
he has been allowed to secure a fair price or its equiva- 
lent for his wares; but the electricity supplier is be- 
tween the devil and the deep sea—the maximum price 
of his product is fixed, and he is compelled by statute 
to supplv all comers at that price or less. We have 
pointed out on various occasions that under the exist- 
ing conditions these obligations press so hardly on the 
smaller undertakings that it is absolutely impossible 
for them to make ends meet ; in the case of the municipal 
undertakings the inevitable deficit will have to be made 
good out of the rates, which are already at an excessive 
pitch, but the small companies are in a still graver 
plight—they are faced with bankruptcy. Many of them 
have a waiting list of would-be consumers whose de- 
mands, according to law, must be satisfied, for which 
purpose the plant and mains must be extended at pre- 
sent prices—an absurd proposition when they are 
actually unable to pay their way with the existing low- 
priced plant. . 

Obviously the situation is an impossible one, and it 
is incumbent upon the Electricity Commissioners to find 
a way out of it with the least possible delay. As Mr. 
Ll. B. Atkinson pointed out when a deputation from 
the British Electrical Development Association waited 
upon the Commissioners in November last, people are 
anxious to have a supply of electricity, and would 
rather pay a high price for it than be deprived of it 
altogether—the latter event would, indeed, be an anti- 
climax under the régime of a Board of Commissioners 
appointed to promote the supply of electricity through- 
out the length and breadth of' the land! Six months 
have elapsed since that interview, at which the situation 
was fully explained to the Commissioners; we do not 
suggest for a moment that they have neglected the 
matter, but it is the plain fact that the situation is the 
same to-day as it was then. The trouble arises entirely 
from the rigid control imposed by the statutory pro- 
visions which cannot be varied without reference to 
Parliament. In the United States, the tariffs are super- 
vised, as we recently explained, by local ‘‘ Public Utility 
Commissioners, and in this country they should be 
placed under the discretionary powers of the Electricity | 
Commissioners. Provision is made to this end in the 
Electricity (Supply) Bill, but the revision can only be 
made at triennial intervals, and as in many cases this 
would involve further delay, that provision is inade- 
quate. There is also a considerable risk of failure to 
pass the Bill. Hence the Commissioners should secure 
powers independently of the Bill, for the matter is 
very urgent. 

As regards the form of the revised tariffs, the subject 
has been exhaustivelv studied during recent years, and 
the consensus of opinion is overwhelmingly in favour 
of a tariff which shall take separate account of the fixed 
charges and the running cost of the supply. The argu- 
ments in favour of this tv pe are unanswerable; more 
than any ether sound economic tariff, it tends to develop 
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. the use of electricity for the most diversified purposes, 
while it ensures that even the most unprofitable class 
of consumer shall contribute a fair proportion to the 
income of the undertaking. It has been shown that 
some consumers would be unprofitable even if they paid 
ls. 9d. a kilowatt-hour. 

It is well that the industry should fully understand 
what is meant by the present conditions. Small under- 
takings are unable to raise fresh capital; extensions 
cannot be carried out; manufacturers and contractors 
receive no orders from these undertakings; the price of 
energy for heating and cooking is deliberately put up 
to prohibitive values with the express object of pre- 
venting consumers from increasing their demand and 
overloading the plant! It can hardly be wondered at 
that when the small undertakings were forced into the 
adoption of such methods to keep their stations running, 
an impression developed that the Commissioners wished 
to crush these undertakings out of existence, to make 
way for new schemes. That view has been indignantly 
repudiated by the Commissioners; but unless their 
efforts to bring about improved conditions are quickly 
successful, the same result will ensue. Small under- 
takings cannot live on their losses.“ 


THE PARALYSIS OF INDUSTRY. 


At the moment of writing, the coal dispute has 
dragged its weary length along for close upon eight 
weeks, and it is to be hoped that the miners, the owners 
and the Government are by now sufficiently alive to the 
extent of the damage that the country is suffering, or to 
their responsibility for it, to make some real and effec- 
tive attempt to bring it to a conclusion. 

The extent to which British prosperity depends on coal 
would appear not to be generally realised. It is not so 
much that coal itself forms a convenient and quickly- 
handled cargo with which to load ships on their outward 
voyages. Many economists consider that coal is too pre- 
cious to be exported, and that our whole handling of coal 
is wasteful in the extreme. Coal is a reservoir of valu- 
able chemical products, of which two, coke and gas, are 
fit only to burn. To burn, or sell, the whole precious 
thing is a wasteful process of which any engineer should 
be ashamed. We must pay for our imports by exports, 
but those exports ought to be goods manufactured here 
by the aid of the coal with which we are providentially 
endowed. Sir Robert Hadfield says the world is hungry 
for steel. What nation is better fitted to satisfy the 
world hunger than Great Britain? Yet we stand idly by 
and leave the coal down in the mines. Let it be under- 
stood and appreciated that our trade has fallen off to 
such an extent that it is no longer capable of maintaining 
the population of these islands, even at the pre-war stan- 
dard of living, let alone that better standard for which 
we were taught to hope. 

During the war the nation proved itself capable of the 
highest possible degree of organisation. If we can 
organise successfully for destructive purposes, why not 
for constructive? There was much that was wrong in 
our war-time organisation ; much that was wasteful and 
inefficient. But there was more that was right and good ; 
more that was efficient and economical, in the true sense 
of the word. If we had lost the war, there can be little 
doubt that the Germans would have come here and we 
should have been organised, willy-nilly, for the produc- 
tion of whatever they chose to demand. Having proved 
ourselves equal to the accomplishment of a great purpose, 
is it not seen to be a miserable shame that we cannot. or 
will not, at anv rate we do not, set ourselves resolutely to 
the accomplishment of a far greater purpose? For peace 
is greater than war. The demands of the populations of 
the world are greater than the demands of the greatest 
army. The duration of peace is longer, we may hope. 
than the duration of war. The feeding and elothing and 
housing of the nation's children is a bigger husiness than 


the feeding and clothing and housing of the nation's 
soldiers. Then why don't we get on with the job! 

The misery of the unemployed, of their wives and chil- 
dren, is less spectacular than the distress of a mighty 
army, driven backwards by the lack of means to advance 
or defend itself. But it is equally, or more, im- 
portant that the nation should supply their needs ; and, 
what is more, it is the purpose immediately to hand. 
The discipline of the war taught us all that now is the 
only time. A book, reviewed in our columns recently, 
said that ''to-day's need is production; to-morrow’s 
need will be selling." To-morrow has come, and the 
need of to-day is to get business. We can only get busi- 
ness if we will pay for our necessary imports with 
exports at a reasonable price. Our cost of production 
must go down. The way to reduce cost of production is 
to increase production. It is not necessarily the case 
that wages form the chief item in production costs. 
American wages are notoriously higher than British; 
yet, even at an adverse exchange, American goods are 
frequently cheaper, in overseas markets, than British. 
Considering the country as a business proposition, is it 
not obvious how our overhead costs are increasing dur- 
ing the hold-up of industry? We simply must get back 
to work, and recognise that goodwill between classes is 
the only way to prosperity. 

For the settlement of the coal question the authorities 
are feeling their way toward a new solution. For other 
industries, let Whitley Councils be encouraged. The 
machinery of industrial peace has largely been thought 
out and prepared. It is the application of the prin- 
ciples which would set the machinery in motion that is 
lacking. In Heaven's name, let us do something Now! 


ETERS 


THERE never were so many capable 
minds at work trying to solve the in- 
dustrial wage problem. This fact 
alone should fill us with hope that both 
the right spirit and the right way will 
soon be found. It is useless to imagine that we are 
going to get over our difficulties if all we have to say 
is wages must come down!" It must be understood 


Individnal 
Responsibility 
and Leadership. 


that there is an all-round responsibility and duty. If 


big cuts in wages are not desirable, let the reductions 
be as large as they can be as the result of agreement. 
What neither the working man” nor the employer 
can afford to overlook is the zeal of Continental work- 
men, and their large output for comparatively low 
wages. We must have our efficiency at its maximum 
and our costs at their minimum. Wherever it is pos- 
sible we must, as Major S. G. Howard, M.P., has re- 
cently remarked, seek relief in improved inethods of 
production by up-to-date machinery and a larger out- 
put by labour. We recognise that there is nothing new 
in these reflections. But we cannot secure maximum 
efficiency and output without the co-operation of all 
interests. We agree that it is better to ask for a 
bigger output for the same wages than to ask labour 
to take lower wages for the same output. When will 
the far-seeing minds in the unions bring their influence 
to bear upon the mass, and show them that the unprac- 
tical idealism of some and the deliberate destructiveness 
of others are doing serious injurv to the interests of 
millions of men, women, and children? There is some- 
times a call for leaders who will point out the way 
of sanity and safety, for spiritual leaders who will guide 
us with regard to the application of great Christian 
principles in our industrial relations. We believe 
that human leaders are not the need. Human leaders 
are discredited at present; each has his own limited 
following; none influences all; but we mav each 
exercise our individuality for moderation. Deeply 
in the minds and hearts of the British people there are 
rooted sound principles which are themselves influen- 
tial leaders of the race. It is known well enough what 
is the right thing to do. Part of the failing lies in 
our unwillingness to follow the leadership that reigns 
within, 
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LETTEKS written to The Times by 
artists and architects have recently 
drawn attention to the extraordinary 
clearness of the atmosphere of London, due to the ab- 
sence of smoke. We have ourselves observed that the 
views of London and its surroundings which can now 
be obtained froin elevated points far surpass anything 
within our experience, and we are glad to record that 
the miners’ strike has thus conferred upon us one bene- 
ficial result, even if it be of no material value. 

Apart from the esthetic aspect, however, there is a 
very substantial gain to be derived from the purification 
of the air, based upon several factors—improved health, 
reduced expenditure of time and labour on the cleansing 
of houses and clothing, lessened cost of renewing decora- 
tions, and, perhaps the most important of all from the 
financial point of view, reduced wastage of buildings 
and other structures due to the destructive effects of 
the products of combustion. It is to the last-named 
item that the architects especially direct attention, 
urging that having experienced the benefit of clean air, 
we should take steps to make the reform permanent, 
by abolishing the use of soft coal and substituting for it 
gas, electricity, and hot water. 

The difficulties in the way at this time are admitted ; 
the proposal is on the same footing as many others— 
railway electrification, the development of electricity 
supply, the utilisation of water power, &c.—namely, 
that if the capital were uvailable to carry it into effect, 
the return on the outlay would be abundant; but the 
capital is not at command. The nation is impoverished, 
and must be content to walk warily for a time. 


Smokeless Air. 


THE sections of the Electrical Trades 
Union which ceased work to prevent a 
reduction in their wages have, after a 
short time, seen reason, and have re- 
turned to work upon the terms arranged between their 
union and their employers. A further conference 
ia being called at the end of the present month, whether 
to confirm the tentative agreement, which apparently 
has not yet been officially repudiated by the E.T.U., or 
to postpone the date of the second stage of reduction, 
we know not. It is clear, however, that the other unions 
comprised in the Federation of Engineering and Ship- 
building Trades were not disposed to render active 
support to the electricians, and, indeed, even their 
sympathy was rather a doubtful quantity. This was 
not to be wondered at, having in mind the simple fact 
that they (the other unions) had already accepted cer- 
tain reductions. The spectacle of workers on reduced 
wages losing even these to sustain the wages of other 
workers at the same level would have been too ridiculous 
to contemplate. 

Rumour has it that the collapse of the strike was 
largely due to the flat refusal of many members of the 
E.T.U. to engage in it; that thev are utterly sick of the 
incessant attempts of their leaders to involve them in 
strikes, and that there is a rod in pickle for the Execu- 
tive of the London Branch. However that may be. we 
trust that a real and lasting settlement will be arranged 
at the next meeting with the employers. 


The Electrical 
Wages Dispnte. 


MemBers of the Incorporated Muni- 
cipal Electrical Association, and pro- 
spective visitors to the annual Conven- 
tion, will learn with regret that owing 
to the prevailing conditions, over which they had no 
control, the President and Council have been reluctantly 
compelled to cancel the Convention for this year. Their 
disappointment will be mitigated to some extent by the 
fact that, for some time past, thev must have felt mis- 
givings on the subject, but none the less. the abandon- 
ment of this alwavs enjovable and exceedingly useful 
meeting will for manv mar the memory of the coming 
summer. No one will more keenlv regret the necessity 
of the decision than the President. Major Richardson. 
who with the aid of the Dundee Local Committee has 
exerted every effort to avoid it. If we remember aright, 


The I. M. E. A. 
Convention. 


this is the second occasion on which he has been de- 
prived of the pleasure of welcoming the Convention to 
his own town, and we extend to him our sympathy. We 
hope that at the annual general meeting (to be held in 
London on July 22nd), and at the annual dinner on 
the previous evening, the members will be present in 
great force, as the next best thing to holding the Con- 
vention. 


ABOUT a year ago a Norwegian con- 


German temporary raised the question of the 
Competition — prejudice caused to the native electrical 
in Norway. manufacturing industry through Nor- 


wegian supply works placing orders 
with foreign firms, particularly German and American. 
The newspaper now draws attention to two fresh in- 
stances in which unfair treatment has been meted out 
to Norwegian firms through Germans being permitted 
to revise their offers after the tenders had been opened. 
In the first place, the Christiania municipal electricity 
works is about to obtain a further supply of power from 
the Rjukan hydro-electric works, and tenders were in- 
vited for two synchronous machines and apparatus for 
this purpose. Offers were received from Switzerland, 
Sweden, and Norway, and from two German firms. The 
Swiss tender was for 995,000 kronen, the Swedish 
674,000 kr., and the Norwegian 693,000 kr., while the 
German offers were 560,000 kr. and 530,000 kr. respec- 
tively. After the tenders had been opened and the com- 
petitive prices disclosed, the Germans offered to reduce 
their prices considerably. Instead of refusing to enter- 
tain the modified proposals, the Christiania authorities 
drew the attention of the Norwegian firm to them, and 
offered the latter the contract, but the bottom price 
to which the Norwegian firm could go in order to cover 
its expenses was 15 per cent. higher than the lower 
of the German initial tenders. Under the circumstances 
the municipal authorities accepted the German tender, 
which had been reduced from 530,000 kr. to 400,000 kr. 
Is it any wonder that the Christiania contemporary 
declares that this is an example of public authorities 
taking advantage of amended tenders, submitted after 
the original quotations had been announced, in order 
to depress prices, and that this is a course of procedure 
which is inconsistent with the business customs of first- 
class firms? The second instance mentioned is attributed 
to the Vestfold Power Co., which obtained tenders for 
plant. The lowest German offer was 60,000 kr., and the 
Norwegian was 69,000 kr. A representative of the 
purchasing company visited the works of the Norwegian 
firm. and everything seemed to be in order, when the 
German firm lowered its price to 40,000 kr., one half of 
the Norwegian cost of construction, and secured the 
order. 

The Christiania Norges Handelstidende states that 
it is hopeless at present for Norwegian industry to try 
to compete with Germany. The wages in the latter 
country are about one-third of those paid in Norway, 
and the general expenses about one-fifth. Even raw 
materials are lower, as the Germans are largely buying 
scrap from abroad and working it up into manufactures. 
According to its capacity, Norwegian industry has 
fought against this insane competition. In the second 
case the Norwegian firm quoted at a price which 
not only would not have vielded any profit, but was 
15 per cent. under the cost of production. The news- 
paper submits that a time limit for tenders should be 
fixed, and no regard paid to any subsequent offers that 
might be received. 

It is of interest as bearing on the question under 
consideration to hear what the Norwegian Tidens Tegn 
has to say. Referring to the report that Herr Hugo 
Stinnes proposes to obtain a firm footing in Danish 
industry. the newspaper states that this German is 
already manifesting great activity in Norway. An im- 
port coal and iron business already exists in Chris- 
tiania under the title of Hugo Stinnes. and through the 
Siemens-Schuckert works in Christiania, which is closely 
associated with him, he is to become a keen competitor 
in the electrical industry in Norway. | 
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A COUNTRY HOUSE HYDRO-ELECTRIC INSTALLATION. 


Ix view of the interest that has been awakened in hydro- 
electric schemes, the following particulars of a complete 
electric house installation near Oban, Argyllshire, may 
be acceptable to our readers. l 

The stream from which the power is derived drains a 
large catchment area, about a mile wide and two miles 
in length, the hills, shown in fig. 2. rising on either 
side to over 3,000 feet. Owing to the heavy rainfall 
in the district, it was thought that there would be suffi- 


Fic. 1.—WEIR AND PIPE LINE. 


cient water flowing in the stream even in the dry season, 
without the expense of constructing a reservoir, and this 
in practice has proved to be the case. 

The amount of water required was 85 cubic feet per 
minute, and after six weeks’ drought it was found that 
not less than 50 cubic feet of water per minute was pass- 


up to 12 in. above the weir, 
streani. 

The pipe line, which is about 2,000 feet long and 
almost straight, only three 150 deg. bends being used in 
Its construction, is carried underground to the turbine 
house situated on the bank of the stream and at a dis- 
tance of about 50 yards from the dwelling house, which 
is illustrated in fig. 4. "The estimated difference in level 
between the intake and the turbine house was 287 feet. 
It is interesting to note that after completion the head, 
according to the pressure gauge fitted on the turbine, was 
290 feet. 

The pipe line consists of 8-in. bore, No. 7 gauge, lap- 
welded steel tubes, coated with preservative compound, 
with socket joints, the whole being wrapped with hessian 
cloth and re-coated. The joints were made with lead 
and yarn, and the pipes were in lengths of about 18 ft. 
each. Owing to the very rough nature of the ground a 
considerable “amount of blasting and deep digger work 
was entailed, and it was also a difficult matter to get 
the pipes into position on the rough hillside. A small 
existing building on the river bank with some slight 
alteration has made a very good power house, fig. 3, and 
in this are fitted the turbine, dynamo, and switchboard 
and the necessary controlling valves. 

The turbine, which is of Messrs. Gilbert Gilkes & 
Co.’s make, is capable of giving 33 b.h.p. or 22 kW at 
full load at about 650 revs. per minute, with an esti- 
mated net head of 268 feet at full load, there being a 
frictional loss of 20 ft. when passing 85 cubic feet per 
minute. 

Owing to the fact that the water is taken directly 
from the stream, there was no object in fitting an 
economiser, but a 6-in. sluice valve is fitted with a slide 
on which is marked the position of the valve for the 
various loads. This is really only used if the water 
flowing in the stream is less than the full capacity of the 
pipe. 

The turbine is fitted with a relief valve, a pressure 
gauge marked in feet and pounds per square inch, and 
a patent shaft governor consisting of a spring pendulum 
mounted on the shaft and coupled to the slipper 
deflector by means of a rocking shaft and levers. The 
operation of this governor is extremely quick and 
efficient. It was found on test with the spear valve 
three-quarters open, the dynamo giving 90 amps. at 
255 volts. that on all the load being thrown off, the pres- 


over the full width of the 


ing through the turbine and giving fully half load. At sure only rose to 270 volts, which was practically due to 
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FIG. 2.—THE WATER SEED, Fic. 3.—TvuRBINE HOUSE, FiG. 4.—THE HOUSE. 


the 5 per cent. rise in speed of the turbine. In a 
similar way, when the full load was thrown on again, 
the voltage dropped to 255. 

The dynamo, which is directly coupled to and on the 
same bedplate as the turbine, is of Messrs. Horace Green 
& Co.’s make, compound wound and designed to give 
85 amps., 270 volts at 650 revs., and no load at 265 
volts at 680 revs. with all shunt resistance out, and the 


other times after heavy rain as much as 1,000 cubic feet 
per minute was flowing. A substantial concrete weir 
was therefore built across the stream to act as an in- 
take; fig. 1 shows this weir and the pipe line coming 
from it. A scour valve and pipe are provided for clean- 
ing out the bottom of the stream. The concrete wall 

about 6 ft. high, and has an overflow 9 ft. wide by 6 in. 
deep, In times of spate the water comes over anything 
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plant behaves extremely satisfactorily in operation. It 
was found that with the spear full open 100 amperes at 
250 volts was easily obtained, and this 15 per cent. 
overload was maintained for an hour after a six hours’ 
run at full load, the dynamo being perfectly cool at the 
end of the test. | 

The plant runs continuously night and day, and no 
batteries are installed, which makes the switchboard 
arrangements extremely simple. On the switchboard 
in the power house an 8-in. dial ammeter and volt- 
meter, shunt regulating switch and main switch and 
fuses are fitted, and from this to the house a concentric 
19/.083 paper-insulated lead-covered and armoured 
cable is run underground, 

The switchboard in the house has mounted on it a volt- 
meter and an ammeter with red marks at 250 and 85 
amps. respectively, and also a 100-amp. Ellison circuit- 
breaker. This breaker is set to come out at 100 amperes, 
and cuts off everything throughout the house with the 
exception of the lights, which are not controlled by it. 
In the event of the breaker coming out, some piece of 
apparatus has to be switched out, as although the aver- 
age maximum current is only about 70 amps., the actual 


— 


Fig. 5.— Hor Water TANK. 


amount of apparatus which could be switched in would 
take about 130 amps. 

In the mansion house, lighting, cooking, hot-water 
heating, heating and drying are all electrical, and from 
90 to 60 tons of coal are saved annually at a cost of £2 
or £3 a year for lubricating oil, if the capital cost is 
written off, and even if it is not, the scheme shows quite 
a good return on the money invested, the house being 
about five miles from the nearest station, and the cart- 
age of coal therefore being an expensive item. Through- 
out the house, &c., there are over 100 lamps and sockets. 
The installation was carried out with the Henlev patent 
wiring system. ! 

In the kitchen a cooking range by the Falkirk Iron 
Co., shown in fig. 6, is fitted, consisting of two ovens, 
hot cupboard, grill and six boiling rings, each of which 
is fitted with a ruby pilot lamp, a fuse, and a three-heat 
control switch; the ovens are fitted with thermometers. 
The total loading of this range, which is nickel plated 
finished as to the hot table and white porcelain enainel 
as to the ground plate, is 13.6 kW. 

The cooking on this range is extremely efficient, and 
the cook who is operating it, although at first rather 
prejudiced against it, would not now care to go back 


to the old coal range after about six months’.experience. 


The hot water supply for the house is got from an 
electrically heated 45-gallon tank, which is both boiler 
and storage tank. That is shown in the illustration, 
fig. 5, and is placed in the bathroom, which room is kept 
warm. Four electrical elements are fitted in this tank, 
each loaded to 1,500 watts. The lower three of these 


Fia. 6.—CookiNG RANGE. 


elements are connected up through a 3-way distribution 
board to a clapper switeh and thermostat set to operate 
automatically at about 160 deg. to 170 deg. F. When 
the temperature falls, say, 5 deg. below this, the cur- 
rent is automatically switched on, and in a short time, 
when the temperature rises again, the current is cut off. 
In addition, the fourth or top element is controlled 
by a 10-ampere Hart d.p. switch, and with the four 
elements in circuit it is found that the water is raised 
from cold or, say, 45 deg. to 160 deg in about two 
hours’ time. There is thus obtained an abundant 
supply of very hot water at any time of the day or 
night, and three successive hot baths can be taken if 
required. This is one of the most satisfactory parts 
of the whole installation, and has run perfectly since 
it was installed. 

Throughout the house there are fitted 24 10 to 12 amp. 
heating points, and 3-kW fires are used in the various 
rooms. No coal is therefore required at all, and if 
in addition to the electrical heating, which is very 
efficient, any fire is wanted, wood is burned from the 
estate; in the garage provision is made for a 10-h.p. 
motor and saw bench for cutting the wood. 

The drying room is a small room 
about 10 ft. 6 in. by 7 ft., and is 
heated by means of three tiers of- 
2-in. cast-iron pipes on three sides. 
These pipes are supplied with water 
from the ordinary cistern, and 
heated by one 1,500-watt element, 
which is continuously kept in cir- 
cuit. The temperature of the room 
is usually from 90 to 100 deg. Fah., 
and it is found from practice that 
thoroughly wet clothes put into the 
room at night are quite dry in the 
morning. This is found of great 
usefulness for shooting parties, as 
the district is rather a wet one. 

In the garage, where the supply is 
by overhead cable, a suitable charg- 
ing board for motor-car batteries is 
fitted, and throughout the house 
various apparatus, such as a 
vacuum cleaner, irons, kettles, hot 
plates, an egg boiler, &c., for various 
household requirements, are fitted. 

The whole scheme was designed 
and carried out by Messrs. Allan Arthur & Ure, elec- 
trical contractors, Glasgow, and has been running with 
complete satisfaction since the beginning of November. 
Such a scheme where water power is available is an ideal 
one, especially for houses that are situated at a 
distance from a station where the cartage of coal is in- 
convenient and expensive, and in the Highlands should 
appeal to many. 


The Electrical Energy in Thunderstorms. — Having 
defined a thunderstorm as an electrical machine, Mr. C. T. R. 
Wilson continued an explanation of this machine in his second 
lecture at the Royal Institution on April 14th. As a thunder- 
cloud moved across the country, the conditions, he said, would 
change as it passed over grass, forest, water, or snow. The 
current between the ground and the cloud varied according 
to the nature of the ground below. The very important ques- 
tion arose as to the number of storms that were going on at 
a given moment. This it was difficult to answer. In many 
purts of the world thunderstorms were of daily occurrence. 
If he tried to form an estimate of the number in progress at 
a given time he thought a thousand would be an under- 
estimate. A thunderstorm was wasting energy in lightning 
Hashes at the rate of one million h.p., but it was a difficult 
matter to say if that energy could be saved. 

Apart from this wasted energy there was the question of 
the total transfer of electricity that took place between the 
ground and the upper atmosphere. Remembering the thou- 
sand thunderstorms there was probably something far exceed- 
ing a thousand amperes carried between the ground and the 
upper atmosphere in the showers. An important question 
was whether these currents were mainly currents of positive 
electricity going upwards or currents going in the opposite 
direction. Probably storms tending to produce currents of 
both kinds existed.—Morning Post. 
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THE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY BILL. 


! 
(COMMUNICATED.) 


Tug old saw that ''one tale holds good until another 
is told,’’ applies with special force to the much-talked-of 
Electricity Supply Bill, and while there is no doubt 
that the Editorial in the last issue of the RREvIEw con- 
tains some questions which are debatable, I hope to show 
that there are certain fundamental matters in connec- 
tion with the unification of electricity supply which 
scarcely admit of debate, as upon the evidence which 
I propose to give, the conclusion is obvious. 

In order to obtain a clear understanding of the pre- 
sent position it is necessary to trace the growth of the 
super-station idea from the beginning. Many years 
ago, several private Bills were brought before Parlia- 
ment promoting schemes for supply in bulk to Lon- 
don. With one exception, all these Bills were thrown 
out, because it could not be shown that the supply under 
the schemes could be produced at a lower rate than that 
already being given by the existing authorised under- 
takers, and this was ata time when wages and the cost 
of materials were at their lowest, both for the bulk 
supply schemes and for the existing undertakings. 

For some unknown reason the super-station idea, 
however, continued to grow in favour, until in 1918 the 
Board of Trade appointed a committee to investigate 
the whole question of electricity supply. Thé report 
of that committee duly appeared, and consisted largely 
of opinions, with little or no evidence in support, and 
a series of recommendations mainly based upon those 
opinions. One statement was, however, repeated fre- 
quently, and with this everyone probably agreed. It 
was to the effect that a cheap and abundant supply was 
essential. | 

In paragraph 56 of the report (referring to the taking 
over of stations owned by existing authorised under- 
takers) appears the following :— 

An undertaking should in such cases be given that 
electricity will be supplied to them at least as cheaply 
as they could have produced it themselves in similar 
circumstances of coal, labour, and other costs, including 
capital charges, with their existing plant and output.“ 

The main recommendations contained in this report 
appeared in the Bill of 1919. 

Clause 7 of the Bill provides that when a station is 
taken over except by agreement, the district electricity 
board shall be under an obligation to supply at a price 
not greater than that at which it could have been so 
generated. 

It is well known that the compulsory clauses, as well 
as the financial clauses of the Bill were withdrawn, and 
did not appear in the Act of 1919. It is also somewhat 
suggestive that the words at least as cheaply as and 
'* at a price not greater than ’’ were also omitted from 
the Act and the following substituted : — 

Section 8 (1): '' It shall be the duty of every Joint 
Electricity Authority constituted under this Act to 
provide, or secure the provision of a cheap and abun- 
dant supply of electricity within their district." 

It would, therefore, appear that the promoters of 
the Bill were doubtful whether the Joint Electricity 
Authority, with its super-stations, could supply as 
cheaply as the existing authorities. 

In the present Bill (Clause 13) appears the follow- 
ing :— 

The prices charged for electricity bv a Joint Elec- 
tricity, Authority shall be so fixed by the Authority 

. that over a term of vears, to be approved by the 
Commissioners, their receipts on income account shall 
be sufficient to cover their expenditure on incoine ac- 
count (including interest and sinking fund charges) 
with such margin as the Electricity Commissioners may 
allow.” 

In the London area it is proposed to scrap 60 out 
of 77 existing stations, and if the Bill before Parlia- 
ment is passed, a Joint Electricity Authority, with its 


super-stations, will be the only source of supply, and 
should it be found that it cannot supply as cheaply as 


the scrapped stations could have done (which ts enevit- 


able), the price of electricity will have to be raised to 
any figure that will enable the Joint Electricity Autho- 
rity to make both ends meet. 

It must be remembered that unless the price of elec- 
tricity compares favourably with that of other forms of 
power, electricity will have to go under, and it will 
not be possible £o prove whether or not the super-stations 
can supply at a lower price until all the other stations 
are shut down. 

It is, however, possible by reading the report of the 
financial expert on the scheme for the London area to 
form a fairly safe opinion. 

The generating plant of the 60 stations above referred 
to, and which it is proposed shall be scrapped, consists 
largely of modern machinery of an efficient type pur- 
chased at pre-war price. This is stated in the technical 
report of the London scheme. The plant referred to 
will be replaced by plant erected in super-stations, the 
capital charges upon which will be siz times pre-war 
cost as stated by the financial expert in his report. 

I must, therefore, join issue with the statement in 
your Editorial of last week that electricity supply has 
ceased to be speculative. 

As a matter of fact, the financial expert, judging 
from his report, is firmly convinced that it is highly 
speculative when undertaken in the manner proposed. 

I quite agree that the necessity of developing the 
electricity supply business, as it ought to be developed, 
is urgent. l only differ upon the interpretation of 
the words. : 

As regards money being spent upon the security of 
the rates, I am unable, and I know of no one who is 
able, to state definitely to what extent the rates may be 
liable, in the event of a deficit arising, in case the Joint 
Electricity Authority is unable to produce at a reason- 
able figure, and thus loses the commercial market for 
this form of power, but it may be a very considerable 
amount. The constitution of the Joint Electricity 
Authorities is such that they are not answerable directly 
to the ratepayers, and this alone renders their forma- 
tion highly undesirable, more especially as they will 
have the spending of large sums of money, which do not 
come out of their own pockets, and in which they are 
not directly interested. 

If the supporters of the Dill have thc courage of their 
convictions, let them induce the promoters to include 
two clauses in the Bill: (1) to the effect that the rates 
shall on no account be charged with any deficit due 
to the operations of a Joint Electricity Authority ; and 
(2) to the effect that no station of an existing authorised 
undertaker shall be prohibited from continuing to de- 
velop by putting down additional plant, unless a supply 
can be obtained af a lower cost than it can be generated 
at if the additional plant is installed. | 

Your Editorial states that if the financial clauses 
of the Bill are rejected it will ‘‘ throw the whole busi- 
ness into the hands of the companies. 

To quote your own Editorial: *' This is pure non- 
sense as there are no compulsory clauses either in the 
Act or the Bill, and therefore no existing undertaking 
could be compelled to take a supply from a company, 
and if the Clause (2) referred to above were inserted 
in the Bill every existing individual undertaking would 
be protected as well as the supply business in general. 

Your Editorial states that '* The reform of London's 
electricity supply depends upon the passing of the Bill." 
I have tried to discover what this“ reform "' refers to. 
Your Editorial, referring to Joint Electricity Autho- 
rities, states that ‘‘ the essential characteristics of the 
Joint Authority '" scheme are to be found in active 
operation in France and Germany. If this refers to 
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electricity undertakings, the illustration is ill chosen, 
as in statistics published in 1913-14 the average price 
per unit sold in London without any traction load was 
for the local authorities 1.75, companies 2.36, total 
2.13 pence; Paris 5.10, Berlin (with big traction load) 
1.70, Hamburg 3.08 pence. 

I will paraphrase your Editorial remark by stating 
my emphatic opinion that the success of electricity sup- 
ply in the immediate future depends upon the financial 
clauses of the Bill being deleted and the clause (2) re- 
ferred to above being inserted and passed. 

I agree entirely with the final lines of your Editorial 
as to “‘the prime necessity of a cheap and abundant 
supply of electrical energy throughout the whole 
country," provided the words ''cheap supply " mean 
“at least as cheaply as it ean be produced by the 
existing undertakings. ' | 


THB INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL 
j ENGINEERS. 


Toe CouNCciL'S ANNUAL REPORT. 


Tue Council of the Institution at the forty-ninth annual gene- 
ral meeting, to be held on Tuesday next (May 31st). will 
present its report for the year 1920-21 in which the continual 
growth of membership is emphasised; nearly 200 Post Office 
electrical engineers joined the Institution during the session. 
The membership on April lst, 1921, was composed of 9 hon. 
members; 1,679 members; 4,005 associate members; 805 gra- 
duates; 1,897 students; and 454 associates, a total of 9,449, 
or an increase of 1,303 during the year; 45 members died, 135 
resigned, and the membership of 35 lapsed during the year. 
Five candidates submitted theses during the year in lieu of 
the associate membership examination, and 19 honours and 
distinctions were conferred on members, including five knight- 
hoods. During the past 12 months the numbers of meetings 
held were as follows: Ordinary, 17; special, 2; wireless 
. sectional, 3; informal, 9; council, 16; territorial centres 
and sub-centres, 93; students’, 47; committees, 139. Twelve 
addresses and two lectures were delivered, and 15 papers were 
read; in addition a number of papers have been accepted for 
publication in the Journal without being read at meetings. 
There are seven territorial centres, seven sub-centres, and 
four provincial students' sections in exigtence, as well as three 
local centres abroad (Calcutta, Hong-Kong, and Argentina). 
and there are local hon. secretaries and treasurers in 18 
countries abroad. There are 15 standing committees, five 
sectional committees, and six special committees, and the 
Institution is represented on 33 bodies. The Council awarded 
eight scholarships valued at £50 and one valued at £95 each, 
tenable for one year. 

The question of erecting a suitable memorial to the members 
who fell in the war could not be dealt with during the past 
year du A the absence of the Institution from its building, 
but will taken up by the War Memorial Committee as 
soon as it is possible to select an appropriate position in the 
building. In the meantime, the task of collecting data for 
the biographical notices to appear in the war memorial book 
has been in progress, and the benefaction of £2,000 five per 
cent. war loan referred to in the last annual report has been 
constituted as a trust fund under the title of the War Thanks- 
giving Education and Research Fund (No. 1), the trustees 
being Sir James Devonshire, K.B.E., Mr. Roger T. Smith, and 
Sir John Snell. A grant of £100 for educational purposes 
has been made this year by the Council, under the provisions 
of the trust deed, to Frederick Bernard de Steiger (Finsbury 
Technical College), an ex-member of the Australian Imperial 

orce. 

The Council has been asked by the Coopers’ Hill War Me- 
morial Fund Committee and has undertaken to award, in 
rotation with other bodies, a sum of £95 in prizes to young 
professional men in commemoration of the Roval Indian 
Engineering College, Coopers' Hill, and of its members who 
fell during the war. The Council of the Institution of Civil 
Engineers is trustee of the fund, the interest on which is 
expected to yield about £50 a year. Half of this will be 
awarded annually by the Institution of Civil Engineers. The 
other half is to be awarded by the I.E.E. in rotation with 
the Military School of Engineering, Chatham, and the School 
of Forestry, Oxford. 

The Council expresses thanks to the Council of the Institu- 
tion of Civil Engineers for placing the library and reading 
rooms of that institution at the disposal of members, which 
arrangement will be continued until the Institution library 
has been redecorated and the books returned from storage 
and replaced on the shelves. It is hoped that this work will 
be completed by the summer. The Council proposes as an 
experiment when the library again becomes available, to keep 
u open during the evenings if the use so made of it justifies 


the expense. During the year, 163 books and pamphlets have 
been presented to the reference library by members and 
others. During the year, 818 books were issued to 408 bor- 
rowers, the corresponding numbers in the previous year being 
667 and 300 respectively. 

The work of the Electrical Appointments Board during the 
past year has been much restricted owing to the very limited 
number of vacancies reported to the Board. The Council 
hopes that firms with vacancies on their stalfs will assist the 
Board by reporting these vacancies to the secretary of the 
Board at the Institution offices. There ure 51 members on 
the register of the Bourd at the present time desirous of 
obtaining employment. 

The cost of printing and publishing the Journal (including 
the supplement) in 1920, after allowing for sales, was £6,739, 
as compared with £3,396 in 1919. The Council is to publish 
in future in the Journal a classified index of British manufac- 
turers engaged in the electrical and allied industries. 

Regarding the comprehensive revision of the wiring rules, 
the Main Committee and its six sub-committees have been 
actively at work during the session. Each of the technical 
sub-committees has reported, some of them several times, 
and the Editing Sub-committee has nearly completed the 
first draft of the new rules. It is intended, after the draft 
has been considered and approved by the Main Committee, 
to forward it to the fire offices and to hold a conference with 
their representatives. After any necessary modifications have 
been made, an opportunity will be afforded for discussing the 
draft in London and at the territorial centres before the rules 
are published. The British Engineering Standards Association 
has been asked to draw up standurd specifications for wiring 
accessories which, while not being definitely made compulsory, 
will embody the requirements of the rules. 

The Ship Electrical Equipment Regulations have, with cer- 
tain omissions, been adopted by Lloyd's Registry of Shipping, 
and are now in force for all ships built under their survey 
throughout the world. The sub-committee has on two occa- 
sions met representatives from the Electrical Trades Union to 
discuss the question of urging the Board of Trade to hold 
examinations and grant certificates to sea-going electricians. 
The Board of Trade has been approached and, though its first 
reply was not favourable to the proposal, the matter is still 
under consideration by the Committee. 

The Regulations Sub-committee of the Power Lines Com- 
mittee was originally appointed to prepare a digest of the 
Board of Trade regulations and similar matters concerning 
overhead lines. The Council subsequently referred to the 
sub-committee the results of the work of the Factors of 
Safety Sub-committee of the same committee for incorporation 
and, in addition, it has been charged with the work of sug- 
gesting amendments to the various Board of Trade regula- 
tions, (a) for securing the safety of the publie, and (b) for 
ensuring & proper and sufficient supply of electrical energy, 
which regulations embody those governing overhead lines. 
earthing, &c., and it is expected that a report will be presented 
before the commencement of the next session. E. 

Regarding the provisions of a new Electricity Supply Bill 
introduced in Parliament on April 12th, 1921, the Council 
has constituted a conference of representatives of the in- 
terested bodies which will be summoned to meet at the 
appropriate time. 

In June last the then president (Mr. Roger T. Smith) 
attended & conference of presidents of technical institutions 
to discuss proposals put forward by the Civil Service National 
Whitley Council urging the recruitment and training of 
non-technical civil servants for technical appointments in the 
civil service. As a result a letter signed by the president. 
jointly with the presidents of the Institution of Civil Engi- 
neers and other societies, was addressed to the Prime Minister 
deprecating the proposals. 

In November, 1920, the Council addressed a letter to the 
Burnham Committee of the Board of Education urging that, 
should it be decided by that committee to differentiate between 
technical teachers holding first-class honours degrees and those 
without such degrees, corporate membership of the Institution 
should be accepted as an equivalent of a first-class honours 
degree, which in the case of secondary teachers makes them 
eligible for a higher scale of salaries. The Council's recom- 
mendation is under consideration by the committee. Through- 
out the session under review, the Council has been closely 
associated, through the president, with the efforts made to 
secure the continuance of the work of the Finsbury Technical 
College, which the City and Guilds of London had expressed 
their intention to close in July, 1921. In consequence of the 
granting of a temporary annual subsidy from the London 
County Ceuncil and the Board of Education, it has been 
decided to continue the college for the next five years. 

The War Office has decided that the passing of the 
A.M.I.E.E. examination is to be a qualification for additional 
pay for officers of the Royal Engineers, Royal Army Service 
Corps, Royal Corps of Signals, and the Tank Corps (technical). 
At the request of the War Office, arrangements were made 
in December last for eleven officers of the Royal Corps of 
Signals to sit for the A.M.I.E.E. examination in the subject of 
military signalling (electrical).“ 

Considerable progress has been made during the past year 
in industrial standardisation in electrical matters, and nine 
British standard specifications have been issued, 
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The B. E. S. A. has undertaken the co-ordination of the 
Government department specifications for electrical apparatus 
and materials, in collaboration with the permanent Govern- 
ment Inter-departmental Committee set up for the purpose. 
Wherever possible existing British standards will be employed, 
and when the specifications so prepared are suitable they will 
be issued as British standards. Ihe work will be carried out 
as far as possible by the existing committees of the Association. 
A recommendation of the Wiring Hules Committee that the 
standardisation of the dimensions of distribution boards and 
other accessories should be proceeded with has been adopted. 
The Institution has three representatives on the Main Com- 
mittee of the Association and five on its Electrical Sectional 
Committee. 

At the time when efforts were being made to establish the 
British Electrical and Allied Industries Research Association, 
the Institution and the B.E.A.M.A. each guaranteed £750 
per annum for three years towards the expenses, and the 
Institution paid a first instalment of £375 under its guarantee. 
The Council has been informed by the Association that in 
view of the greater funds now at its disposal, funds contributed 
in equal parts by the electrical industry and the Research 
Department, the Institution has been released by the Associa- 
tion from its liabilities in this respect. At present, member- 
ship of the Association is confined to manufacturers, but 
provision is made for enrolling other interested persons as 
associate members, and applications will shortly be invited. 

Representatives of the bodies mentioned below have been 
nominated to form a Standing Joint Committee of Electricity 
Supply Associations on Coal, constituted under the auspices 
of the Institution to deal with matters regarding coal as far 
as relates to electricity supply undertakings, both company 
and municipal :—The Incorporated Municipal Electrical Asso- 
ciation; the Associated Municipal Electrical Engineers of 
Greater London; the Incorporated Association of Electric 
Power Companies; the Conference of Chief Officials of the 
London Electric Supply Companies, and the Provincial Elec- 
tric Supply Committee of the United Kingdom. In addition, 
the president of the Institution is ex officio a member of the 
committee, and its honorary secretary is the secretary of the 
Institution. 

The Institution of Engineers (India), to the formation of 
which the Council gave its cordial support, was formally 
inaugurated at Calcutta by His Excellency the Viceroy of 
India, Lord Chelmsford, on February 28rd last. Among the 
members of the Institution who were present at the meeting 
were Sir T. O. Callender, Mr. A. C. Coubrough, Mr. E. M. 
Hughman, and Mr. J. W. Meares. 

The Committee of Management of, the Benevolent Fund 
of the Institution reports that on December 31st, 1920, the 
capital account of the fund stood at £5,709, and the accumu- 
lated income at £2,533. The donations and subscriptions to 
the fund in 1920 amounted to £821. In the course of the 
year 32 grants were made to eleven persons amounting to a 
total of £341. 

The annual accounts of the I.E.E. for the year 1920 show 
that after making provision for contingencies as in the 
previous year, there is a margin to the good on the revenue 
account for 1920 of £673. This amount, which has been 
carried to the credit of the general fund, compares with £1,495 
in 1919, a decrease of £822. In the accounts for 1919 mort- 
gages stood at £30,198; they now stand at £29,285. 

The total of the Life Compositions Fund on January Ist. 
1920, was £5,414, and a further amount was received in pav- 
ment of hfe compositions during the year, making a total of 
£5,729. Out of this £52 has been transferred to the general 
fund, in accordance with the articles of association, on account 
of life compositions of members deceased during the vear, 
leaving to the credit of the fund £5,677. 

The assets amount to £109,673, against liabilities of £6,977, 
leaving a surplus of £102,696, which, in comparison with that 
of the year 1919, shows an improvement of 44.906. 


NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS, 
AND PLANT. 


Readers are invited to submit particulars oy new or improved 
devices and apparatus, which will be published if considered «f 
sufficient interest. 


Cardboard Slide Rules. 


In these days of high prices, devices which make for 
economy are more than ever welcome, and we are pleased to 
find that a British firm has taken up and perfected the manu- 
facture of slide-rules of compressed cardboard, formerly a 
German industry. ‘The CAVENDISH Press, of Cheam, Surrey, 
the firm in question, has brought to our notice the Caven- 
dish helical spring slide-rule," which has been designed by 
Mr. V. B. Harley-Mason, A.M.Inst.C.E., to reduce the 
calculation of helical springs—a troublesome process by the 
usual methods—to a matter of a few seconds. One setting 
of this slide-rule gives a complete selection of coil diameters 
and thicknesses of wire, round or square, in 32nds and in 
S.W.G., without reference to tables of any kind; similarly 
& single setting gives the number of convolutions for any 


required deflection. per inch, and a third setting enables 
allowance to be made for any modulus of elasticity. It is 
claimed that the rule furnishes the most complete information 
on helical springs ever published, and in the most useful and 
compact form; and all the working instructions are given 
on the back of the rule, together with the formule on which 
the scales are based. 

The rule is of substantial construction, and is faced with 
celluloid, which protects the scales from abrasion and dirt; 
the cursor is made of a single piece of celluloid. We have 
made trial calculations which fully bear out the claim made 
for facility of working. We understand that the firm is pre- 
pared to make rules to specification for any special purpose. 

Incidentally, we may remark that cardboard slide-rules of 
standard pattern are on the market, and can be obtained 
from Messrs. Halden & Co., Ltd. They form excellent sub- 
stitutes for the more expensive rules. 


A Portable Electro- Hydraulic Crane. 


Messrs. J. W. FLOWER & Co., of Wimborne, have sent us 
particulars of their Eclipse " portable crane (fig. 1). This 
is mounted on a cast-iron carriage with swivelled wheels or 
castors which are mounted on ball bearings to provide easy 
movement. On this carriage a cast-iron pillar is erected in- 
side which is fitted a hydraulic cylinder free to revolve on a 
ball bearing. Three double action pumps are mounted inside 
the base of the pillar, and these are driven through machine- 
cut worm gearing by an electric motor. The pumps send oil 
from a reservoir through a control valve operated by a handle. 


Fic. 1.—PortTABLE ELECTRO-HYDRAULIC CRANE. 


The position of this handle decides whether all, part, or none 
of the pumped oil goes to the hydraulic cylinder. Oil entering 
the cylinder forces up the ram and jib, and raises the load. 
To lower, the oil is allowed to return to the reservoir. The 
dimensions of this crane are as follows: Length of jib, 3.5 ft.; 
height of ram lowered, 9.5 ft.; height of ram raised to full 
extent, 13.5 ft.; lift of chain hook, 12 ft. The crane can be 
made to lift 7, 10 or 20 cwt. 

The lifting and lowering rate can be varied between an 
almost imperceptible motion and a speed of 50 ft. per minute. 
Overpumping and overloading of the motor is prevented by 
automatic relief valves. 


A New Wiring Connector. 


The N.V. ELECTRICITEITS MAATSCHAPPIJ  ELECTROSTOOM, of 
Rotterdam, refer to a wiring connector recently described in 
this column (April 15th, 1921, p. 477), and draw our attention 
to what they claim to be a cheaper connection designed on 
similar lines which they have recently placed upon the Dutch 
market. This consists of a red fibre insulating cup, the bottom 
of which is solid with a bushed *' blind " hole. In this hole 
a spring is fixed. In jointing, the ends of the wires are twisted 
together (and they have to be twisted very carefully), and 
are then screwed into the spring which cuts a thread on them 
and retains them in position. The cup is only ! in. in dia- 
meter and z in. long, and so there is ample room for three or 
four of them in an average sized connector box. 
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THE PARAGON PATENTS. 


ON May 4th, at the Patent Office, the Comptroller-General 
heard two cases of opposition to the grant of letters patent in 
connection with the electrical propulsion of ships, locomotives, 
&c. The first was in respect of an application by Messrs. 
Brown, Boveri & Co. for the use of a self-starting synchronous 
three-phase motor with power-factor correction, and the 
second was in respect of an application by the Oerlikon Co. in 
connection with the control switchgear for ships and locomo- 
tives. Capt. W. P. Durtnall, who opposed the applications, 
conducted his case in person. In both cases the Comptroller- 
General reserved his decision. | 1 LC : 


KEELING & WALKER, LTD., v. STURTEVANT ENGINEERING Co., 
Lip. l 


THE Court of Appeal recently had before it an appeal by the 
plaintiffs from an order of a Divisional Court and a decision of 
an Official Referee who disallowed their claim against the 
Sturtevant Co. for the alleged failure of a zinc-oxide recovery 
plant supplied by them. The defendants agreed to supply 
and erect the plant for £2,725. Plaintiffs alleged when the 
matter was before the Court, about six months ago, that the 
plant wholly failed to collect oxide at the promised rate of 
250 lb. of fume per hour, and they claimed £8,525 damages. 
Defendants contended that the claim was barred by the terms 
of the contract, providing for goods to be returned if not 
satisfactory. | 

The appeal was argued before Lords Justices Bankes, 
Scrutton and Warrington, and judgment was entered for the 
Sturteyant Co. with the costs of all hearings. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters received by us after 5 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the following week. Correspondents should forward their communi- 
cations at the earliest possible moment, No letter can be published 
unless we have the writer's name and address in our possession, 


‘~~ 


Thermostatic Switches. 


At the present time there appears to be a demand for an 
inexpensive and practical thermostatic switch capable of 
dealing with from 10 to 20 amperes, and made to operate 
automatically on and off between ordinary ranges of room 
temperatures. 

T should esteem it very much if any firms manufacturing 
apparatus of this class would communicate with me.. 


British Electrical Development Association (Inc.), 
| J. W. BFAUCHAMP, NA 
ie l Director and Secretary. 
“London, W.C. 2. | 9 22 
May 2th, 1921. 


The Maintenance of Intercommunication Telephones. 


With reference to the letter subscribed by the B.E. Co., 
published on page 635 of your issue dated 13th inst., under 
the above heading, we beg to point out to your correspondent 
Dd we have built: up a large connection on trade telephone 
work. i 

We, however, do not advertise this branch of our work, 
owing to the fact that we represent the contractor on his job. 
and our men are his men while so engaged. Our view of 
the matter is that no person undertaking trade work should 
advertise the fact as your correspondent has done. 

Surprised; 

May 17th, 1921. 


~ 


Fire Prevention and the Insurance Companies. 


I have read with very much interest the article which 
appeared in your issue of April 15th, and vour editorial com- 
ments, because there is much to be said, in my opinion, for 
the views taken by your correspondent. . 

The very fact that the great majority of insurance companies 
have combined to form a tariff in nrotection of their interesta 
certainly gives such companies a bias not to take cognizance 
of improved fire-prevention appliances until thev have heen 
proved over a long period of time to he thoroughly efficacious. 
and it is onlv reasonable that the tariff offices should not move 
until pressed to do so bv competition of other insurance com- 
panies, by the energv of the makers of such appliances, or by 
the pressure of public opinion. It must be remembered in 
this connection that all fire-prevention devices tend to reduce 
the income of insurance companies. For this very rea gon. 
active competition with non-tariff companies (which can take 
an independent view and can aive expression to their opinion 
without. being hamnered by the views of more conservative 
companies) is of distinct benefit to the insuring public. It iz 
true tbat there have been many absorptions of non-tariff 
companies during recent years. but we think your correspon- 
dent is not correct when he says that the tariff companies 


have to-day obtained a practical monopoly in insurance 
matters. There are several strong and vigorous independent 
companies, with ample resources, outside the tariff ring, which 
can deal with the largest risks. 

With regard to the statistics which are mentioned, of the 
amount of property protected by automatic fire alarms, and 
the loss ratio for the last ten years, if these are reliable (and 
[I am not doubting the fact) then the matter calls for very 
serious reconsideration. 

Speaking for this company, I can say that we shall cer- 
tainly take steps to get into touch with the actual facts as 
mentioned, and we are prepared to consider, immediately, 
special terms for premises so protected. I do not think that 
insurance companies, as a whole, need fear the result of any 
investigation by the Royal Commission which has been ap- 
pointed to inquire into the existing provisions for the avoid- 
ance of loss by fire. 

Having regard to the enormous liabilities which are carried, 
the margin of profits shown in the accounts of the companies 
proves that moderate premiums are, on the whole, charged, 
but the difficulty which those firms who take the keenest 
interest in fire prevention have to face is that their specially 
good risks are not always recognised by adequate reductions 
in premiums on account of the tariff regulations above re- 
ferred to. | 

It is surely in the hands of the traders themselves to see 
that competition has full play. 

In short, the trader has only himself to blame if he does 
not take advantage of the independent advice and considera- 
tion which only a non-tariff ofüce can give. 


The English Insurance Co., Ltd., 
Percival J. ALEXANDER, ` 
London, E.C. 2. Managing Director. 
May 20th, 1921. 


[Our correspondent remarks that all fire-prevention de- 
vices tend to reduce the income of insurance companies; 
they tend, to a still greater degree, to reduce the outgoings 
of the eompanies—hence the special terms that can be offered 
to properly protected risks.—Ebps. Erec. Rev.] 


The Grading of Mains Engineers. f 


I do not propose to make any attempt to justify my position 
as a mains engineer to please two disgruntled charge engineers, 
but I should like to make one or two comments. 

First, with regard to those elusive B.th.u.’s. Unless the 
ignorance of P. S." is abysmal, he must realise that it 
would be of no avail to obtain the highest possible efficiency 
in the station if the units generated were allowed to run 
to waste unchecked, through the numerous channels that 
there are in every mains system. The losses in the mains 
are not all leakage-to-earth losses, as some seem to imagine. 

Secondly, I would tell a true story: A charge engineer, and 
& very good one at that, was offered the position of mains 
superintendent on the undertaking at which he was employed. 
He was willing to accept on one condition, and this condition 
in his own language was as follows: Supposing I make a 
b. . S of the job, shall I be able afterwards to go back to 
my old job?" He was informed that that could not be 
promised as someone else would be appointed in his place; 
and, easy and simple as is a job as mains superintendent, 
that charge engineer would not take his chance, and to-day 
is still on shift. ! 

Thirdlv, and most important of all. what brilliant reasoning 
leads either N. B." or “P. S." to think that the ideal 
method of airing their grievance. if thev have one. is to write 
to vou, who, bevond backing the E.P.E.A. handsomely in 
their efforts to obtain an adequate remuneration, have no 
interest whatever in the salaries schedule? 

If these men are E.P.E.A. members, it is about time that 
they learnt that the onlv wav to obtain redress is through 
the Association itself, and if thev are not satisfied with their 
present representatives on the N.E.C., or their present section 
or divisional officers, why, in the name of goodness. do they 
not themselves do a little of the work or elect others who 
will suit their requirements? 

Merely a Mains Engineer. 

May Brd, 1921. 


Mv colleagues and I, all charge engineers and members of 
the E.P.E.A.. have read the letter of ''P. S.” with the 
greatest satisfaction, but up to now have not followed up the 
matter, honing that more able and fluent pens than ours 
would receive a brain wave." . 

Now that charge engineers are learning to what extent the 
" mains," heads of departments, and lesser ''fry " have 
gained under the schedule, thev are beginning to realise how 
hadlv they have been sold. When one considera that charge 
engineers comprise from 30 to 40 per cent. of the E. P. F. A. 
membership, it is easy to see why the official body of that 
organisation has now got the vind' so badly over the 
'' grading question. A i 

Without the charge engineers. nine out of ten stationa 
cannot be run. and without the support of the charge men 
the '' mains," heada of departments. &c., cannot hold what 
they have obtained in such bad faith. Hence their now 
frantic efforts on the re-grading question, with the know- 
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ledge that the E.T.U. are proposing a special section and 
programme for that body of men. Ihe quaint fact of it is, 
the E.T.U. have already got in the thin end of the wedge 
with the sub-station men, and many charge engineers are 
already scenting the finer fruit offered in that quarter, and 
a quarter, too, be it remembered, where it is not infra dig. to 
accept payment for work done, as at present under the sickness 
clause charge engineers, as a body, can have no sympathy 
with the putrid sentiment of Professionalism "—they have 
been starved too long, and are still "that bottom dog." 
They can still afford to leave such beautiful ideals to the 
I. E. E., with the comfortable knowledge that it is no disgrace 
to be paid for honest work. 

While on the subject of the schedule, we should like to 
give some instances brought to our knowledge of the way 
in which this has been interpreted and *' operated " upon. 
First, the six-day week has been seized upon to provide a 
petty form of promotion for the pets." The regular men 
certainly get relief, but on what days?—none on night shift, 
only on evenings and days, in order to provide a soft job for 
the “ pet." And so the poor charge engineer has to work 
a seven-day night shift once in three weeks, instead of a 
six-day shift once a month. 

Secondly, the holidays. Men are asked to take their holiday 
at any odd time between May and October inclusive. May we 
ask all chiefs who may happen to read this to look up the 
National Joint Council's definite statement for shift workers? 

When more prosperous days arrive, we engineers have made 
up our minds to quit this mess of pottage. 

In conclusion, we are tempted to ask what becomes, eventu- 
ally, of 99 out of every 100 charge engineers; are they found 
& Job in the office to fill their declining years, or 1s an outsider 
put there, and the poor forsaken charge engineer—sacked? 


Three Charge Engineers. 
May 23rd, 1921. 


Z am in entire agreement with the remarks of your corre- 
spondent P. S." in the current issue of the REVIEW. 

The charge engineer is by no means the bottom dog in the 
electricity supply industry, and by the grade he is allocated 
it 1s evident that he was not represented when the E.P.E.A. 
salary schedule was drawn up. 

In stations up to Class F and G, what are the positions from 
Grade 3 to Grade 8? I am sure a good number of engineers 
would be interested to know what these four grades are, and 
what they are designated. - 

The shift man seems to have been entirely forgotten by the 
Schedule Sub-committee. He is not the fortunate individual 
to be continually under the observation of the chief engineer, 
but has to rely on himself in all cases of trouble, and it is 
when trouble occurs that the chief or his assistant realises 
that the undertaking has been running— evenings, nights, 
and during week-ends, under the supervision of the charge 
engineer, and possibly a little more trouble during these times 
would bring the shift engineer more to their notice, and his 
grading more into ratio with his arduous duties and responsi- 
bilities, and gain for him a little more appreciation. 

I have no desire to belittle the responsibilities of the mains 
engineers, as I feel sure that the majority of them agree that 
the grading of the charge engineer is a disgrace to our asso- 
ciation and the profession. 

As an after-thought, and a loophole for wangling, more 
grades have been introduced into the schedule, but again the 
same indifference is shown to the shift worker, as Grade 8a 
and 8b might very well have been over and above Grade 8. 

Had the schedule been submitted to the members before 
acceptance, I think that shift engineers would have had 
more to say regarding their grading, and although we are 
promised great changes, I think it time the grading of the 
charge engineer should be altered. to at least G. 4, and the 
A, B, C business entirely abolished. 

Unity. 


| May Brd, 1921. 


Cables for Hot Situations. 


Your contributor '' Two-Phase '' recommends C. T. S. cables 
for hot situations; while this type may be more suitable than 
V.I.R. in conduit, please note that we do not consider it so 
satisfactory as lead-covered cables to withstand heat. 

While we have never heard of any trouble arising from 
C.T.S. in hot situations, we know that the sheathing, how- 
ever suitable for other conditions, will sooner or later be 
affected by a high degree of heat continuously applied. and 
we think it only right to give this fact equal publicity to the 
recommendation made of it. 


St. Helens Cable & Rubber Co., Ltd., 
J. H. C. Brooxina, 
Warrington. General Manager. 


May 21st, 1921, 


Conservative Methods. 


I was very interested in reading Twice Shy's ” criticism 
of conservative methods of packing. whereby fragile goods are 
packed in cases which must be almost smashed open before 
the goods can be released. 

With the very bad handling which goods are now receiving 
en route by rail and steamer, firm and adequate packing is 


more than ever necessary, but this should also focus more 
attention on the method employed. Every removable batten, 
pad, and wedge requiring pinning in position, should be 
screwed and not nailed, and, when empties are returnable, the 
case lids should also be screwed— with stout screws having 
plenty of grip. An important though fairly obvious point ' 
to be remembered is that wherever possible all the removable 
screws in & case should be of one size. 

As regards returnable cases, there is another side to the 
question, and it is this: The consignee should, on receipt of a 
screwed case, recognise that it indicates a more expensive mode 
of packing, and treat it accordingly. '' Twice Shy ” evidently 
would do so; Mr. Work Shy " would not, and does not. I 
have carefully designed such cases for many years for our 
consignments of recording instruments, thermometers, &c., 
but when the cases have been inspected on return from their 
first journey, they have often been found to have been opened 
and closed again very roughly. The lids, naturally not a 
universal fit, but carefully marked with the way round." 
have often been replaced another way and the halting screws 
driven in with & hammer. 

There is certainly room for a great improvement in casing 
goods. One can see how seldom screwed cases are used when 
one orders some from his packing-case makers, and notes their 
surprise, and the poor job usually made of the screwing. Pack- 
ing-case makers do not employ a cabinet-maker, but apparently 
they could employ, say, one carpenter to great advantage. 

Walker, Crosweller & Co. 

London. W. CROSWELLER. 

May Brad, 1921. 


A Peculiar Phenomenon. 


In reply to H. E.,“ the following remarks may assist him 
in finding the reason of the different luminous effects in his 
A-ray tubes. 

The X-rays, it must be understood, play little or no part 
in the fluorescence of the glass. "This fluorescence 1s produced 
by reflected cathode rays which proceed from the anticathode 
and produce a luminous hemisphere in the glass. 

These cathode rays or electrons are due to ionisation of the 
gases within the tube, and are the means of our getting the 
X-rays. They are affected by electric and magnetic fields, and 
"H. E." will observe that on bringing a magnet near an 
excited X-ray tube the luminous effects on the glass will move 
as the magnet's position 18 changed or poles reversed. (The 
magnet should be suitably constructed.) 

The difference in colour is caused by small quantities of 
different chemical substances in the glass. 

Apple-green fluorescence is very common in X-ray bulbs, 
being due to the presence of manganese, and makers often 
i a small amount of manganese dioxide so as to yield this 
colour. 

The bluish fluorescence is characteristic of bad and lithium 
glasses, whilst yellow-green indicates that soda glass has 
been used. 

In marked contrast to the ordinary X-ray tube is the 
Coolidge tube, in which the vacuum is 1.000 times or so higher 
than that found in gas tubes, the discharge being conducted 
by electrons given off from the hot tungsten filament, and 
not by ionisation of the air left in the tube; the glass walls 
do not show fluorescence except perhaps a slight illumination 
in the anode neck or a minute chip in the glass gives rise to 
a momentary flash as also will a small evolution of tungsten 
vapour. 

This absence of illumination 1s due to the formation of a 
negative layer on the inside of the tube, thus preventing the 
glass from acting as a target to the cathode rays. 

C. R. Chadfield. 


Melton. Mowbray. 
May 14th, 1921. 


Architects versus Electrical Engineers. 


In view of the forthcoming discussion at the I.E.E. on 
May 31st next, would it not be opportune to raise the question 
of nomenclature? | 

For instance, anyone gifted with a certain amount of guinp- 
tion recognises the architect as a person who is acting in a 
professional capacity, and therefore is neither commercial nor 
contracting, being entirely distinct from the builder, both in 
actual title and functions. l 

Turn up Whittaker's, and you find the architect's figures 
under Professional Fees." Now look for the fees of a kindred 
profession, consulting electrical engineers. Apparently a non- 
entity. Perhaps the granting of a Royal Charter may remedy 
this omission. 

Sad to relate, although we find that survevors, architects. 
and others can glean such information from their professional 
handbooks, the well-known '' Electrician Blue Book " gives 
no information, so far as I can gather. 

But stay, the Blue Book is a Trades directory, and although 
it gives two lists—consulting electricians and consulting elec- 
trical engineers (the necessity for these two different titles T 
fail to understand by the way)—it may be contended that it 
is strictly for the use of the trades and not the profession. 

Think of the variety of titles. Besides the last two men- 
tioned we have illuminating, constructional, contracting, in- 
stallation, and, plain, electrical engineers. 
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There is no clean cut as in the case of Architect v. Builder. 
And now we are faced with, probably, Chartered Electrical 
Engineer ! 

One wonders whether the Institution of Electrical Engineers 
will attempt to remedy the state of affairs in the first place 
by approaching the Royal Institution of British Architects, 
under the plea of professional etiquette, to bind 1ts members 
to the practice of seeking the advice and guidance of those 
who act in a similar professional capacity to them on the 
electrical side. 

A contractor complained to me recently that he was per- 
suaded by an architect to visit a country house as it was a 
hardly big enough job for a consultant. Consequently the 
architect received his advice free of charge, and the contractor 
came away empty-handed ! 

I mention this because the contractor will equally benefit 
by some such arrangement with the R.I.B.A. as will keep 
each individual in his proper sphere of action. 

The architect’s clients would immediately benefit by the 
results of competition alone. | 

They would realise that they had obtained the best, the 
most efficient equipment, at the lowest possible price. Re- 
sult: Satisfaction. all round, and the prestige of both the 
architect and his professional electrical colleague enhanced. 


Consultant? A. Ml. E. E. 
May 20th. 1921. 


The Training of Kinema Operators. 


I have noticed with great interest the correspondence in 
the ELECTRICAL REVIEW on the subject of the training of 
kinema operators, and was special struck by the letter of 
" Àn Electrician Operator," who deplores the lack of training 
amongst kinema operators. He further expresses his great 
regret that there is no practical handbook in print on the 
subject. 

I am glad to say that I have recently purchased a new 
handbook on the subject of kinema operation, which appears 
to me to be an excellent work, admirably suited for the 
instruction of young operators or even to improve the know- 
ledge of men of some years’ experience. 

This book contains the practical knowledge that is necessary 
for successful kinema operation. 

It deals in a non-mathematical manner with the mechanical 
and optical properties of the projector and with the inotor, 


dynamos, and electrical instruments or parts comprised in the 


operation of supplying light to the lantern, and also the 
mechanical manipulation of the parts of the lantern and 
films. 


The book costs the popular price of 48. 6d., and can be 


thoroughly recommended to the trade. It is published by 
Messrs. E. & F. N. Spon, Haymarket. Author, Mr. Ibbetson. 


H. M. K. McPherson. 
London. 
May 17th, 1921. 


Copper Losses in a Three-phase Motor Stator. 


I read with much interest Mr. Nash’s article on a method 
of determining the copper losses in a three-phase alternating- 
current stator. However, it may be of some importance to 
remark that the copper losses calculated according to this 
method would not be the same as those which really arise 
in a three-phase stator. As a matter of fact in 50-cycle 
machines the copper losses when determined in another way, 
for instance, by determining the short-circuit losses, would 
appear to be 15 to 30 per cent. (or even more) higher than 
those found by Mr. Nash. 

The fact has been overlooked that the alternating-current 
resistance of a winding is not the same as the direct-current 
resistance of the same winding. This is due to the eddy 
currents which are energised in the copper by some of the 
leakage lines of force, and the factor which must be introduced 
to take into account. This difference is, therefore, different for 
all machines, and different also according to the load of the 
machine in this way, that the alternating-current resistance 
increases when the load decreases. 

In testing small three-phase machines, I myself found that 
this factor could reach a value of 1.4 and even 1.6. In 
any case, whatever three-phase machine it may be, the copper 
losses will be at least 15 per cent. higher than those cafculated 
according to Mr. Nash’s method, and it might be advisable 
to multiply the so found amount of losses with a factor of 
at least 1.15 to obtain a more exact result. 


N. A. J. Voorhoeve, 
Electrical Engineer of Delft University, Holland. 
May 16th, 1921. 


Charging for Idle Current. 


When writing my letter of the 2nd inst., I was certainly 
under the impression that the tariff outlined in Prof. Kapp's 
letter of the 14th ult. was his own, but I note from his letter 
in reply that the tariff is one instituted by a leading power 
supply undertaking. Prof. Kapp asks how I would apply the 
principle of & bonus for leading power factor under the Mid- 
land tariff which I. advocate. The Midland or two-part tariff, 
kVA charge plus running charge, involves the use of two 


separate meters, and if a bonus for power factor 1s necessary, 
the following is what I would suggest :— 

For recording the unit consumption an ordinary cosine or 
kilowatt-hour meter would be required. 

For ascertaining the kVA demand whether unity, lagging. 
or leading, a sine meter would be installed to record the com- 
ponent of the load which is 90 degrees out of phase with the 
voltage, either leading or lagging. ‘This meter would be 
arranged to run, say, in a forward direction with lagging 
component, when it would run in a backward direction with 
leading component. Two trains of gears each fitted with 
recording mechanism would be fitted and each arranged with 
a ratchet mechanism so that in the forward direction of rota- 
tion the lagging train of gears would operate and the leadin 
train free-wheel and vice versa. Each train would be fitte 
with a Merz demand dial (with time-setting period of, say. 
15 minutes) to give a reading in kVA demand. By this means 
the dial fitted to the train operating in a forward direction 
would give the resultant average kVA demand lagging, and 
the train running in the backward direction the resultant 
kVA demand leading. These two indications of demand would 
be separate and distinct, so that at any time the maximum 
demand lagging or leading which occurred during the period 
could be ascertained. Although the integrations as shown on 
the dials giving kilovoltampere-hours of the reactive and capa- 
city components respectively would give some approximate 
indication as te the time period when the demand was leading 
or lagging respectively, I confess that I cannot see how the 
charge could be equitably adjusted as between lagging and 
leading. In fact this problem appears to become somewhat 
complex. Perhaps one of your readers can make some useful 
suggestion on these lines. 

I wish to make it quite clear that in suggesting that a 
bonus for leading power factor is desirable, I did not wish 
to convey the impression that all supply companies would 
welcome such a charge, as in many cases a leading power 
factor would be very undesirable from the point of view of 
the supply undertaking. There must, however, be a number 
of instances where the opposite is the case. 

Reverting to the tariff set out in Prof. Kapp's letter of the 
14th ult., which differs from the above-mentioned tariff in 
that it is based on integrations only of the cosine and sine 
meters (and not on kVA demand and units). whilst with. this 
system of charge the policy of bonus for leading power factor 
may be easily applied, I do not consider it commercially sound, 
as it would compel the supply authority to prohibit the use 
of static condensers for the improvement of power factor in 
other than load hours, and this might be difficult to enforce. 
In explanation I give the following example (figures are ap- 
proximate only) :— 

Taking a demand of 50 kW at 70 per cent. p. f. 71.5 kVA. 
and eight hours a day steady load for 25 days— 

Cosine meter records 10.000 units. 

Sine meter records 10,900 apparent unita. 

Now if & static condenser of 17 kVA be connected to the 
circuit permanently, i. e., 24 hours a day, it will take 17x24 
(hours) X95 (days) 210,200 apparent units at zero p.f. leading. 
which, as will be seen, exactly neutralises the lagging apparent 
units as given above, with the result that the sine meter would 
read zero, and the consumer would be assumed to have run 
the whole time at unity power factor. Actually during the 
load period the power factor with the condenser in circuit 
would have been raised from 70 per cent. to 89.5 per cent. 
only, t.e., the demand would be 60.5 kVA and not 50 kVA, as 
would be assumed by the supply authority charging under 
such a tariff. It is for this reason that I consider the tariff 
commercially unsound. 

Referring to Mr. J. D. Watson's letter of May 8th, could 
he give one gr two praciical examples (actual results pre- 
ferred) showing how his method is applied and justified? Per- 
sonally. I cannot agree with the principle that the running or 
unit charge should vary with the power factor, as for all 
practical purposes the only additional extra running costs due 
to low power factor are those represented by a small percentage 
increase in losses. 

I maintain that a multi-tariff based on kVA demand and 
running charge per unit consumed is the onlv just and com- 


. mercially sound basis to work upon, and this is the tariff 


which is being increasingly adopted by the leading supply 


undertakings. 
E. W. Dorey. 
London. 
May 23rd, 1921. 
DIRECTION OF ROTATION OF a.c. MoroR.—"' Inquirer ” desires 


to thank Mr. S. S. Pilgram for the answer to his query. 


Coal Supplies.—Priorrry List.—The Government has 
arranged to import coal to meet the essential needs of the country. 
Arrangements have been made through four firms which are 
acting as Government agents, and have been given instructions 
that they are to dispose of the coal only to conaumers in accord- 
ance with a priority list, which placea them in four main groups— 
namely :—(1) Railways; (2) public utility works, including elec- 
tricity works; (3) domestic and household purposes; and (4) food 
producing and! preserving concerns, 
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BUSINESS NOTES. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings. — P. DowxIkE, electrical 
engineer and factor, 355A, Westborough Road, and 88, Ronald Park 
Avenue, Southend-on-Sea. Receiving order made May 18th, on 
creditor'a petition. 

E. CARR, electrical contractor, Carlisle Street, Goole.— 
Receiving order made May 13th, on debtor's own petition. First 
meeting, May 27th, at the Station Hotel, Goole ; public examira- 
tion, July 7th, at the Court House, Wakefield. 

W. A. Davis, electrical engineer, late of 3, Coronation Street, 
Farnley, Leeds.—First meeting, June 2nd; public examination, 
June 218t ; both at Leeds. 

ALFRED JOHN HARRISON, electrical and gas engineer, trading as 
the Xtra Lighting Co., 4, 5 and 6, Old Market, Sunderland, 
Darham. —The public examination of this debtor was held recently 
at the Court House, John Street, Sunderland. According to the 
statement of affairs, the gross liabilities amounted to £422, of 
which £381 was expected to rank for dividend, and there were no 
as:ets. Debtor attributed his failure to slackness of trade, heavy 
living expenses, and cost of putting his property in order. The 
examination was adjourned. 


Company Liquidations.—AMPERE ELECTRICAL ENGI- 
EERING AND PLATINd Co., LTD., South Shields.—The creditors 
interested herein were called together recently at the offices of 
Messrs. Hannay & Hannay, solicitors, Bank Chambers, Fowler 
Street, South Shields. The company had previously gone into 
voluntary liquidation. According to the statement of affairs 
presented by the liquidator, the liabilities amounted to £1,828, of 
which £1,227 was due to the trade, while the bank were scheduled 
for £501. The balance of £1C0 was in respect of other ciaims 
which had not yet been admitted. After allowing £4 for pre- 
ferential claims, the assets were estimated to realise £586, or a 
deficiency of £1,242. It was reported that the company was 
formed in November, 1919, with a nominal capital of £3,060. The 
issued capital was £1,3C0, which was fully paid. The loss on the 
profit and loss account for the three accounting periods totalled 
£1,511. It was pointed out that being a comparatively new 
concern, the company had to purchase its initial stock and equip- 
ment at the highest prices. As a result it was now suffering 
owing tothe exceptional conditions of the market. The bank had 
been guaranteed by the directors. A resolution was passed con- 
firming the voluntary liquidation of the compavy, with Mr. 
Hammond as the liquidator. and it was suggested that he should 
realise the estate either by private treaty or public auction. 

AMALGAMATED ELECTRICAL WORRS, LTD.—Winding up volun- 
tarily; liauidator, Mr. J. L. Mahon, Windsor House, Kings- 
way, W.O. Meeting of oreditors called for May 3let, at 
Winchester House, E.C. ; particulars of claims, &c., should be sent 
to the liquidator by June 18th. 

R. B. HAND & Co., LTD. Meeting of creditors, June 2nd, at 176, 
Lavender Hill, London, S. W. 11. Liquidator, Mr. P. J. Hooper. 

GRONDAL KJELLIN Co. (1917), LrD.— Meeting of creditors 
June Ist, at 20, Abchurch Lane, E.C. Particulars of debts, &c., to 
be sent to the liquidator, Mr. F. W. Paddon, by June 18th. 


‘Dissolution of Partnership.—ALLPORT & DAVIES, 
motor, electrizal, and agricultural engineers, Underhill Street, 
Bridgnorth. Messrs. J. H. Allport and H. Davies have dissolved 
partnership. 


Trade Announcements. Messrs. Maurice & COWARD, 
of 139, Oxford Street, W. 1, have been appointed sole selling agents 
for Messrs. Townshends, Ltd., heating and cooking appliance 
manufacturers, Ernest Street, Birmingham, and have an extensive 
range of samples on view at their showrooms in London. 

THe ELECTRICAL SPECIALITIES Co., LTD., of 21, Woodstock 
Street, London, W. 1, now have the telephone installed at their 
London office: Mayfair 5603.“ Their London telegraphic address 
has been changed to Dunspecos, Weado." 

Mr. Louis H. EULER has been appointed joint managing 
director of the Saxonia Electrical Wire Co., Ltd., Greenwich, 
manufacturers of flexible wires and cables. Mr. Francis 8. 
Thomas, the founder of the company, still continues chairman and 
managing director, 

THE STERLING TELEPHONE AND ELECTRIC Co., LTD., 210-212, 
Tottenham Court Road, W. 1, inform us that they have commenced 
the manufacture of electric lamps and horns for motor cars on 
mass-production lines. 

By arrangement with United Water Softeners, Ltd., Mr. J. J. 
Lassen has taken over the meter department of that company, and 
has formed it into a separate concern under the style of the 
LASSEN METER AND ENGINEERING Co. Holders Hill House, 
Hendon, London, N.W. 4, which is specialising in the manufacture 
of the Rheograph water-flow recorder and Lassen patent tipper 
meter for boiler installations. 

Mr. T. ACKROYD, electrical engineer and contractor, has opened 
business at Unicorn Passage, Burslingate, Bradford. 


Catalogues and Lists.— MR. ALBERT MORGAN, A. M. I. E. E.. 
138, Gower Street, W. C. 1.— Two illustrated leaflets dealing respect - 
ively with wall cranes and lift and crane controllers. 

Messrs, J. W. FLOWER & Co., Eclipse Works, Wimborne.—T wo 
well-illustrated publications describing “ Eclipse " electro-hydraulio 
portable cranes, 

Messrs. MAURICE & COWARD, 139, Oxford Street, W. 1.—An 
illustrated and priced catalogue of Calor electric cooking and 


heating appliances, including toasters, kettles, hot-plates, irons, 
Ko., manufactured by Messrs. Townshend's, Ltd., of Birmingham. 

Messrs, SIEMENS BRoTHERS & Co, LTD., Oaxton House, 

Westminster, S.W.1.—4 set of four catalogues of artistic produc- 
tion, No. 600 is a volume dealing with primary cells and batteries, 
dry and fluid. The illustrations are very clear, &nd the details 
presented are sufficient to give the reader a correct idea of tLo article 
described. Many types and forma of cella are dealt with, including 
Leclanché with central zincs, sgzlomerate six-rod type, and 
sack form; Daniell cella of the original pattern, Minotto 
pattern, Meidinger or balloon " form, Callaud type, ard numercus 
other designs; and a'so Bunsen and bichromate cells and acces- 
sories and materials for all types. Catalogue No. 531 A deals with 
Leclanché fluid cells and batteries, and is equally olear a3 regarda 
illustrations and details. No. 531 B is devoted to various forms of 
Leclanché cell and dry batteries, and includes oyole and motor- 
cycle lighting sets. No. 537 is a catalogue of many types of dry 
Cells and batteries, including inert cells. 

Ma. J. W. BARNARD, 4, Great Winchester Street, E. OC. 2.—Leaflat 
advertising accumulators, eleotromedical appliances, X-ray 
apparatus, &o., as well as an accumulator repair service. 

Messrs. HERBERT Morris, LTD., Loughborough, Leicestershire. 
— Book 90, a catalogue giving illustrations and prices of worm and 
spur-gear pulley blocks, electric hoist blocks, triple-gear pulley 
blocks, travelling trolleys, &o. 

_ Messrs, RICH & BuNDY, 13, New Road, Ponders End, N.—An 
illustrated list giving details and prices of Hot - Spot electric 
fires, grill stoves, irons, table stoves, kettles, immersion heaters, &o. 

THE GENERAL ELECTRIC Co., LTD., Magnet House, Kingsway, 
W.C. 2.—Leaflet F. 2.481, giving illustrations, prices, and a des- 
cription of the Haydn T. Harrison system of directive street 
lighting.—Leaflet No. F. 2,451, an illustrated and priced folder of 
p»ndants for semi-indireot lighting with gasfilled lamps. 

THE RELAY AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE Co., LTD., Marconi House, 
Strand, W.C. 2.—A well-prodaced illustrated brochure dealing with 
the relay automatic telephone system. The description seta cu: 
very clearly the simplicity of operation and other advantages of 
the system. 

Tae Sun ELECTRICAL Co., LTD., 118 and 120, Charing Cross 
Road, W.C. 2.—Five illustrated pamphlets dealing with the 

A. B. O.“ electrical laundress,“ together with a list of prices of 
the machine and its accessories. 

Messrs. NEWTON & WRIGHT, LTD. 471-473, Hornsey Road, 
N. 19.—An illustrated and priced leaflet describing a new radio- 
scopic couch for X-ray treatment and examination. 

Mepway's Sarety Lirr Co, LTD., 1 and 2, Bucklersbury, E C. 4. 
—-A splendid examp'e of publicity matter illustrating a large 
number of electric and hydraulic lifts installed for various pur- 
poses, The pictures show lifts of excellent workmanship and taste. 
Controllers are also illustrated and described. 

SWEDISH GENERAL ELECTRIC, LTD., 5, Chancery Lane, W. C. 2.— 
Three illustrated price lists:—No. 41, stock list of d.o. and 
aingle-phase motors and d.c. drills; No. 414, stock list of two- 
and three-phate motors, single phase commutator motors, trane- 
formers, &o.; No. 41F, a leaflet dealing with Century electric 
fans. 

Messrs. T. SHEPHERD & Co., 4, Charles Street, Hatton Garden, 
E.O. 1.—An illustratel catalogue giving full details and trade 
prices of Bergmann'a d.c. and a.o. motors, ranging from œ to 
93 h.p. 

STERLING TELEPHONE AND ELECTRIC Co., LTD., 210-212, Tot- 
tenham Court Road, W. ]l.—Publication No. 297, describing, with 
illustrations, ship! navigation light indicators for d.c. circuits. 
Items, which are priced, include fuseboards and alarm belle. Also 
Publication No. 320, dealing with Sterling electric lamps and 
horns for motor-cars. Illustrated and priced. 

Messrs. GENT & Co, LTD, Faraday Works, Leiceeter.— 
Folder 54, giving illustrated and prio»d details of Regent" 
industrial telephones of various patterns, 

Twiss ENGINEERING AND ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION, LTD., 62 
and 63, Queen Street, E.C. 4.—List T L3, illustrating and describing 
Twiss solderless cable connections. 


Catalogues Wanted.—MEssRs. Ranson & SPARK, 
electrical engineers, &3., Victoria Square, Felling-on-Tyne, desire to 
receive catalogues, 

Lead.— Messrs. JAMES FORSTER & Co., reporting on 
May 21at, said : —" The London Metal Exchange has had an active 
week in all metals, the sentiment being ‘bullish,’ on the belief 
that stocks in consumers’ hands are low, and that with the end of the 
miners’ strike material will be wanted. In lead this is undoubtedly 
the case, as for a long time past consumers have bought from hand 
to mouth.” l 


Plant for Perth.— Quoting a local newspaper report, a 
correspondent says: —' Mr. J. Lambert, Corporation electrical engi- 
neer, Perth, has been the means of saving £10,000 in the purchase 
of new generating plant by advising the committee to go outside 
the trade ring for their purchases." 


Wages, &c., in Czecho-Slovakla,—O wing to the reduction 
of hours from 48 to 32 per week and a reduction cf wages by 10 per 
cent., 20,000 workmen in the metallurgical industry struck work 
on May 2)th.— Reuter's Trade Ssrvice (Prague). 
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Book Notices.—“ Transactions and Year-Book " of the 
University of Toronto Engineering Society. April, 1921. Pp. 176. 
Published by the Society.—In addition to i's being a chronicle of 

zial and athletio events, this publication includes a number of 
interesting papera dealing with many branches of engineering. 
Papers on "Switchboards" and "Power Plant Instruments and 
Meters " are reproduced. 

"The Bulletin of the Hydro-Electric Power Commission of 
Ontario." Vol. VIII, No. 1. January-February, 1921.— This 
number contains a detailed description of the Nipigon development, 
the first stage of which is nearing completion. It is illustrated by 
many clear photographs. The “ Lincoln" graphic demand meter 
is described, and notes on Safety first are elso included. 

"The English Electric Journal" Vol. I, No. 6. April, 1921. 
London: The English Electric Co., Ltd. Price 1s.—' This number 
of the journal deals with the directors’ annual report, and includes 
articles on ‘Electric Winders,” by J. Kirkwood, B.Sc.; The 
Modern Steam Condenser,” by E. R. Briggs, M. Inst. O. E.; and 
“ Electric Locomotives for Industrial Purposes." 

"The Mining Electrical Engineer." Vol. I. No. 8, May, 1921. 
Manchester: Association of Mining Electrical Eogineera. Price 
la. net.— The papers reproduced in this issue include :—“ Coal 
Cutting by Machinery," ty George Mollin; " The Installation of 
Electric Plant Underground," by James Keir ; " The Characteristics 
of the Multi-speed Induction Motor," by F. Creedy ; and Modern 
Steam Condensing Plant," by J. McGhee. 

" Power Factor Correction." By A. E. Clayton. Pp. xii + 108, 
36 figs. London: Sir I. Pitman & Sons. Price 2s. 6d. net. 

Heat Transmission by Radiation, Conduction and Convection.” 
By B. Royds. Pp. viii + 238, 102 fige., 27 tables, price 248. ; 
" Heat Transmission in Boilers, Condensers, and Evaporators.” By 
R. Royds. Pp. viii + 302, 136 figs., 43 tables; price 218. ; The 
Measurement of Steady and Fluctuating Temperatures.” By R. 
Royds. Pp. xii + 162, 82 figs, 4 tabl s, price 168. London: 
Constable & Co., Ltd. 

“ Science Abstracts, A and B," Vol. XXIV, Part 4. April 30th, 
No. 280. Price 2s. 6d. cach net. London: E. and F. N. Spon, Ltd. 

“ Procredings of the Physical Society." Vol. XXXIII, Part 3. 
April 15th. London: Fleetway Press, Ltd. Price 6s. net. 


Glasgow Electriclans Resume Work,—In accordance 
with a decision of a mass meeting of the Clyde district membera of 
the Electrical Trades Union, held on May 12th, the men resumed 
work on May 23rd. The total number of electricians on atrike in 
the Glasgow district was 900. The major ty of these, who were 
emp:oyed mainly in the house building trade, had been idle for 11 
weeks, The shipbuilding section had been idle for two weeks. 
Apart from the shipyard’. the dispute arose th ough the Employera’ 
Association giving notice of a reduction of 3d. per hour in wages, 
which would have made the wages 2s. per hour as from the first 
week in March. 


Postal Rates Ralsed Agalo.—The trade of the country 
is to be saddled with yet one more burden. When will the last 
increase im business experses b3 recorded? The Postmaster- 
General an nounced on Tueaday that in order to meet the deficit on 
the Poat Office Services, postal rates will be raised as from Monday, 
June 13th. 

The Home postcard rate which used to be zd, ard is now 1d., will 
become 14d. Printed papers up to 1 oz. will be advanced from Jd. 
to 1d., with 4d. for each additional 2 oz. Registered letters will 
be 3d. in place of 2d. 

Foreign postage ris:s from 211. to 3d. for letters, and from Id. to 
12d. for postcards. Printed papers will be Id. for every 2 oz., 
instead of 4d., and commercial papers will be ld. for 2 oz., instead 
of $d., and the minimum will be 3d. Samples will be 2 oz. Id. 
(instead of 41.) with a minimum of 2d. 

Letters for the British Empire and U.S.A. will remain at 2d. for 
the first oz, but làd. (instead of Id.) will be charged for each 
additional oz. 


Manufacturiog in Holland. — The report of the 
Algemeene Nederlandsche Electriciteits Maatschappij (late 
Groeneveld, Ruempol & Co.), of Amsterdam, states that although 
the turnover at the beginning of 1920 took an upward course, the 
company suffered from the general depression and the continued 
fall in the market, thus rendering it necessary for estimates to be 
based upon the prices of that day in order to be still ab!e to 
compete. The value of the turnover amounted to 2,600,000 florins, 
and the orders on hand at the close of the year reached 
1,000,000 florins, which has now increased to 1,400,000 florins. It 
was necessary to raise a 7 per cent. loan for 600, (00 florins in order 
to p ovide for the completion of the new factory and ware hc use, 
which were now being brought into use. The sum of 627,000 
florins has been written off for depreciation, as against 21,900 florins 
in 1919, and 516,000 florins of the former applies to stocks on 
which nothing was written off in the previous year. The fine! 
result of the year has been a lcas of 1,480 florins, this comparing 
with a dist:ibution at the rate of 12 per cent. on share capital of 
1,503,000 florina in 1919. i 


New Zealand Customs Tarlff.— In February last Sir W. 
Peter Rylands, on behalf of the 18,000 Briti-h manufacturers in 
the Federation of British Industries, addres ed a letter to the 
Prime Minister of New Zealand, requesting that, in the proposed 
revision of the Customs Tariff, Brit'sh goods imported into New 
Zealand should be accorded a continuance of the preferential treat- 
ment at present in operation. The Rt. Hon. W. F. Massey has now 
replied from Wellington, giving the assurance that, when the new 
tariff is being fram d, the interests of British industries will 
Dot be overlooked, . 
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The British Engineers’ Associatlon,— The annual general 
meetuig of this Association took place at 32, Victoria Street, 
London, S. W. I, on 1hursday, May 12th. At a meeting of the 
Council of the Association that followed, Mr. Nevile Gwynne, 
late chairman of the Executive Committee, was elected Pre- 
sident of the Association, in place of the retiring President, 
Colonel O. C. Armstrong, D.S.O., who had occupied the posi- 
tion of President for three years, and to whom a very hearty 
vote of thanks was accorded. Mr. E. W. Petter was elected 
chairman of the Executive Committee in succession to Mr. 
Nevile Gwynne. 


Demand for Power in China.— After approximately nine 
months of quiescence, signs are not wanting of a revival in 
the demand ior power piant in China. From the middle of 
1919 to the summer of 1920, says the North China Daily News, 
a great number ol orders tor power plant for ail purposes were 
placed—tor cotton and tlour mills, suk mulls, tramways and 
electric light works. The south of China was not especially 
active, aud the further cities in the west showed few signs ot 
industrial awakening. Changsha was slightly interested in 
cotton mill machinery, but, generally speaking, the wealthier 
conumnunities beyond Hankow conhned their enterprises to 
electric and tramway undertakings. In the north, enterprise 
was very pronounced, for instance, in Lsingtao and especially 
Tientsin, While Manchuria, particularly Dairen and Harbin, 
ordered much machinery. 1n common with other articies of 
counnerce, machmery telt the slump in exchange badly, and 
cousequently it was not surprising to find that orders fell 
away almost completely during the last sıx months of 192. 
Since then, however, a rather dillerent sentunent has dis- 
played itself, and both in the north and here a distinct in- 
quiry has again been seen for power piant tor practically all 
purposes. More confidence in the future is visible in the 
north, and seeing the large protits which other industrial con- 
cerns are making, the Chinese are prepared to invest larger 
sums in such undertakings. In the meantune a considerable 
amount of the power machinery is coming forward, aithough 
labour conditions, both in Europe and America, have delayed 
deliveries to quite a considerable extent. With reference to 
the machinery ordered during the twelve months between 
1919 and 1920, it is highly satisfactory to know that well over 
75 per cent. of the borer plant was of British manufacture. 
In this line of engineering the United Kingdom has always 
been pre-eminent, a fact which is fully appreciated by the 
Chinese, so much so that even to-day in quoting for power 
requirements, German agents are still looking to Great Britain 
to a considerable extent for boilers. The contracts for boilers 
have in some instances been very large. In addition, Great 
Britain took an ample share in orders for other machinery, 
and besides cotton and other mills, contracts for tramway and 
electric light installations have been placed with British firins. 
—[teuter'a Trade Service (Shanghai). 


The Coal Dispute.—The substitution, cr partial substi- 
tution of oil burners for coal firing apparatus in power stations 
proceeds in all parts of the country. Estimates of the cost 
of substitution show wide variations. For instance, the cost 
of converting a boiler as an experiment at Aberdeen was 
recently given as 450. At Dundee the cost of conversion, 
according to the engineer's estimate, would be from 42.000 
to 42.500. The number of boilers is not stated, but upon the 
same basis as the Aberdeen figure this sum would cover the 
expenditure upon bU boilers. ‘ihe estimated cost of conversion 
at Swansea is £1,000; the capacity of the Swansea station 18 
about half that of the Dundee undertaking. 

A peculiar kind of reserve is being utilised at Bradford. 
Over £20,000 werth of small coal lay in the filter beds at the 
Corporation sewage works, where it served as à filtration 
medium. ‘The quality of this coal was found to be practically 
unimpaired, and the greater part of the 14,00U tons has now 
been removed to supply the electricity and gas works. 

Despite the ‘embargo ” placed upon the importation of 
foreign coal by the National Federation of Transport Workers, 
supplies are coming in at a fairly rapid rate, although the 
cost has in many cases been increased by delay in off-loading 
at the ports. Nevertheless, the Federation oflicials declare 
themselves satisfied with the results of their restrictions. 

The strike at the L.C.C.'s Greenwich station continues, but 
the substitute labour has kept the London tramways running. 
Seeing that their action was having little effect the trade 
unions concerned, induced the United Vehicle Workers' Union 
to ballot upon the question of withdrawing drivers and con- 
ductors from cars kept running by power supplied by means 
of ''blackleg " labour. The result was an emphatic vow 
acainst the course suggested. 

Further restrictions upon the use of electricity have neces- 
sarily been imposed. In Birmingham low-pressure supplies 
have been cut off between the hours of two and seven p.m., 
and it is significant, in view of the oft-repeated assertien that 
this has become a pleacure-loving country, that the onus will 
fall most heavily upon tie proprietors of theatres and kinemas. 

The live registers of the Employment Exchanges show 
an ever-increasing growth of unemployment. The Morning 
Post quotes figures showing that during the week ended May 
3th, 63,000 persons were added to the total, making it 
1,990,700. Persons on reduced wages owing to curtailment 
of working hours numbered 1,129,400. 
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Cape Town Contractors.—A deputation representing the 
Electrical Contractors’ Association. the Electrical Trades Union, 
and the Building Trades recently waited upon the Administrator 
for the purpose of supporting the proposed Ordinance for the 
registration of electrical contractors and the licensing of wiremen. 
The deputation was well received by His Excellenoy, and informed 
that the Ordinance was being put forward immediately. 


Wire Production ln Russia.— Work in connection with 
the electrification of the Northern railways of Russia has produced 
a great demand for small gauge wire, the reserves of which are 
remarkably small in Russia at the moment. In order to increase 
the supply, the cable factory of Petrograd has been re-equipped and 
5 to work. This factory can produce 270 poods of wire 
per day. 

Summer Sports.—The Social and Athletic Olub of 
Electrical Installations, Ltd., opened their oricket season on 
Saturday, May 7th, at their grounds at Perivale, Middlesex. They 
were successful both on that date and on May 14th. Last Saturday, 
21st inst., they were playing a match against the General Electric 
Co., Ltd., Athletic Club. 


Oil Fnel.— Messrs. JOHNSON & PHILLIPS, LTD., Charlton, 
S.E. 7, advise us that they have now converted their boiler plant to 
burn oil instead of coal. They have ample stocks of raw material, 
and will, therefore, be able to continue full supplies to their 
customers of all their products (cable. switchgear, transformers, 
instruments, &c.), no matter how long the coal stoppage may last. 


Ericsson Losses in Rnssia.—An Exchange telegraph 
dispatch from Copenhagen credits the Gothenburg Handelstidning 
with stating that the L. M. Ericsson Co., the Swedish manu- 
facturers of telephone spparatus, is considering the desirability of 
writing off about 50,000,000 kroner in respect of losses in three 
associated companies in Russia. The share capital of the Ericsson 
Co. is 73,260,000 kroner, and it has & reserve of 9,820,000 kroner. 


Trade Conditions in Australasia.—Although merchants 
do not expect an early improvement in turnover, a more cheerful 
feeling prevaile in trading circles. The tone on the Stock Exchange 
is also brighter. Similar reports are to hand from Sydney. The 
local metal market is quiet. Goods from overseas are arriving 
more rapidly than they can be absorbed. Business is quieter in 
New Zealand, and there is & continuance of heavy importations. 
The building trade is picking up. Hardware prices have dropped. 
American plain wire is quoted at £30 per ton, but an improvement 
in demand is setting in. Ther are indications that the Japanese 
trade boom in New Zealand has definitely ended. 

The banks are maintaining credit restrictions. Merchants 
anticipate that business will improve after June. The financial 
stringency is very real. Reports from Auckland show active 
trade in necessities with numerous reductions in price.—Heuter's 
Trade Service (Melbourne). 


The “Paragon”  Super-Diesel Engine. — Captain 
Wm, P. Dartnall, the inventor of the above new engine, informs 
us that he has made manufacturing arrangements with one of the 
largest Diesel engine manufacturers in Europe to make these 
engiues for general industrial purposes. It is stated that this 
engine is lighter, cheaper, and has a higher thermal efficiency than 
the ordinary Diesel type ; it is of the multi-cylinder type, and has 
no flywheel. The exhaust temperature and pressure are very much 
lower, and the engine may be installed in situations where the 
ordinary engines are barred. The engines will be placed on the 
British market by the Piggott Electrical Co., Ltd., of 24, New Bridge 
Street, London, E.C. 4. 


E. D. A. Activities—E.D.A. 160, just issued by the 


Electrical Development Association, Hampden House, Kingsway, 


W.C. 2, is a card entitled Seed Time." This represents the 

Association as sowing the seed of electrical progress, the results of 

which will be a rich harvest for industry. It points out that the 

greater the aupport given by manufacturers, the greater will be 

His outcome in the future, Apathy only results in “weeds and 
es.” 

We have also received a publication, Electricity on the Farm," 
by Mr. R. Borlase Matthews, A.M.LO.E, M.LE.E. (E.D.A. 161). 
This deals with such questions as cost and efficiency. The number 
of applications electricity can find in farming is legion; Mr. 
Matthews gives a long list of them. The concluding remarks 
answer the questions regarding the way to obtain a supply of 
iria is there is an undertaking operating in the neigh- 

ur : 


Inquiries.—The name and address of the manufacturers 
of " A.R.A.R." electrio lamps (presumably Dutch) are required. 
The correct address is required of a firm in London and Birming- 


ham whose initials are O. G. & Co, and who are makers of 
vibrators, &c. 


Copper.—The Wallaroo copper miners have agreed to a 
temporary reduction of wages, and it is now hoped that the mines 


will reopen shortly.— Heuter's Trade Service (Wallaroo, S. A., 
May 2nd). 


Hungary.— The first calcium carbide factory in Hungary 
hag just been started by the Ungarische Allgemeine Kohlenbergbau 
Gesellschaft at their power station at Tatabanya, in Felleó Galla. 
The factory is equipped with a 700-kVA single-phase furnace, to 
yield 80 wagons of carbide yearly. Three men working 10 hours a 
day, and four working eight-hour shifts, suffice to man the factory. 
The output it is estimated will cover one-fourth of Hungary's 
total consumption of carbide. 


International Exhibition at Lima.—In connection with 
the International Centenary Exhibition to be held at Lima, in July, 
the Peruvian Government has informed the Consul-General for Peru 
that manufacturers’ goods, including machinery, &o., intended for 
exhibition purposes will be admitted free of Customs duties and 
Consular fees.— Reuter's Trade Service. 


German Exports Indemuity.— Reuter's correspondent in 
Berlin says · it was officially announced that the German Govern- 
ment had decided to indemnify exporters in paper marks for the 
levy imposed by the Entente States on German exports. 


Engineering Wages.—A deputation of representatives of 
the Amalgamated Engineering Union and the National Federation 
of Engineering Trades attended at the Ministry of Labour, on 
May 20th, to state their case for a Court of Inquiry under Part 2 
of the Industrial Courts Act into the employers’ demand for a 
reduction of wages, affecting about one million skilled and semi- 
skilled workmen. The deputation was received by Sir David 
Shackleton. 


China.—A new electric company has recently been 
established in Shelwei, a salt centre in Yangchow. All depart- 
ments were to start work on March 20th, 1921. 


International Exhibition at Belgrade.— The Journal of 
the Royal Society of Arta states that an international exhibition 
will be opened at Belgrade in June, under the auspices of the 
Museum of Industry and Commerce of that city. The Serbian 
Government has placed at the disposal of the promoters an area of 
20,000 sq. metres (about five acres), and the necessary work is in 
prog reas. 


Swedish Telephone Mannfacturing.— The fusion of the 
L. M. Ericsson Telephone Co. and the H. T. Cedergren Telephone 
Manufacturing Co. has now been effected. One share in the 
Cedergren Co. will equal 10 shares in the Ericsson conoern, or 
Kr. 500, The fusion will be reckoned as from January Ist, 1921.— 
Reuter's Trade Service (Stockholm, May 22nd). 


Revision of Spanish Customs Tariff.—A totally new 
scale of Customs duties is in force in Spain from 21st inst. The 
old regulations have been revised in every tariff, the new ones 
including considerable increasee over those now revoked. Although 
the new tariffs are already in force, there are excepted from its 
regulations, with regard to gooda from Great Britain and the 
British Empire, all merchandise with a bill of lading in which it is 
stated that they left the country of origin before 21st inst., bat 
that document must be rise by the Spanish Consuls. Goods which 
were awaiting release by the Customs Houses on 21st inst., and 
those in bond which are to be declared for consumption within 
seven days from the day on which the new Customs duties came 
into force, are also excepted from the new regulations. It is 
advisable for every British firm dealing with Spain to consult with 
the Spanish Chamber of Commerce (40, Trinity Square, E.C. 3), 
about the amount of the duties, which in some particular cases are 
lower than in the preceding tariffs.\— Keuter's Trade Service. 


Copper and Lead Prices.—MzxssBs. F. SurrH & Co. 
report May 24th :—Copper (electrolytic bars) £77, £4 increace ; 
ditto sheets, no change; ditto wire rods, £93, £4 increase; ditto 
h.c. wire, llfd., rsd. increase; silicium bronze wire, 1s. 4d, 
id. increase. 

Messrs, JAMES & SHAKESPEARE report May 24th :—Copper 
bars (best selected), sheet and rod, £116, £2 increase; English pig 
lead, £25 5s., 5s, incrcase on last week's quotation. 


Coming Reduction in Petrol Prices.—7/ Motor learns 
on good authority that a considerable reduction in the price of 
petrol is imminent, owing to the large stocks held in this country. 
Imports have recently exceeded those of any previous period. The 
reduction, it is thought, will probably be as much as la, per 
gallon, bringing the price to within the region of 2s. 6d. 


Chinese-German Relations.—A treaty putting an end to 
the state of war and re-establishing diplomatic and commercial 
relations between China and Germany was signed, says the Daily 
Mail, at Peking on May 20th. 


Large Lamp Contract.—Tu& GENERAL ELECTRIC Co., 
LTD., has received a half-yearly contract for the supply of metal, 
gasfilled, and carbon-filament lamps to H.M. Office of Works, The 
contract runs into many thousands of lamps. 


U.S. Electric Motor Exports.—Exporta of electric motors 
from the United States in 1920 were valued at $18,420,076, In 
1919 the total was $10,635,476. Canada was the largest buyer in 
both years, taking 18 per cent. of the motor exports in 1920, and 
15 per oent. in 1919. Japan came second in both years, and England 
third.— Reuter's Trade Service (Washington). 


Irish Railways and the Bill—As Mr. J. W. Hill 
pointed out at the annual meeting of the Dublin and Lucan 
Electric Railway Co., the plan adopted for the British railway: 
cannot meet Ireland's needs. It would simply mean that the 
majority of the Irish lines would be compelled to close down before 
the end of the year. The circumstances of individual oonoern 
must be considered, and all of them must receive fair treatment. 
One great danger is that the Government may try to leave the 
final settlement to the phantom Council of Ireland. Any 
suggestion to that effect must be resisted strenuously. The final 
settlement nſust not be delayed beyond the appointed day.— ria 
Times. 
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. The Electricians’ Wages Dispute.—The outcome of the 

Blackpool conference of the Electrical Trades Union, referred to in 
our last issue, was the issue of instructions to the men on strike to 
resume work at the reduced wages, pending the next meeting between 
the employers and the E. T. U. Oonsequently work was resumed on 
May 23rd, and we are informed that the meeting of the two sides 
Of the industry is to be held on May 31st. As a result of the 
ciple we learn that dissensions have arisen within the E.T.U., 
and that developments of a startling nature are on the way. 


Eaglsh Electric Shield—Mr. John Sampson, C.B.E., 
one of the directors of the English Electric Co., Ltd., has offered a 
Shield for annual oompetition by physical training teams repre- 
senting the various works of the company. Major the Marquis 
de Bucy, Director Physical Training, War Office, has consented to 
act as judge in the competition. 


LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Australia.—P agTH.—The accounts of the Government's 
electricity undertaking for the financial year 1919-20 show a total 
revenue of 4119,656, as compared with £102,774 in the previous 
year. Working expenses amounted to £74,216. as against £58,652, 
leaving a gross profit of £45,440 (£44,122), The net result was a 
profit of $18,093, 


Barnsley.— COST or ELxcrRIOITY.—In presenting the 
annual report upon the electricity undertaking, the chairman of the 
Electricity Committee spoke of protests by consumers against 
charges twice those prevailing before the war. He reminded the 
Council that coal was costing about 425 per cent. more, and wages 
180 per cent., in addition to the increased cost of money. Having 
due regard to these facts, he considered it rather to be wondered at 
that electricity was so cheap. They were enabled to sell at such a 
price because of improved efficiency by which coal consumption 
been halved. 


China.—RAILWAY Co. To INSTALL ELROTRIO PLANT.— 
The Tientain-Pukow Railway Co. has decided to install an eleotrio 
plant at a cost of $900,000 at Pukow.—RHeuter's Trade Service 
(Shanghai). 

Coleralne.— ELEOr RIO LiaHTING ScHEME.—The Urban 
Council has agreed that the laying of the mains in connection with 
the publio eleotrio lighting scheme should be completed within six 
months from September next. Messrs. Curran Bros., Belfast, the 
chief contractors, hope to complete the whole of the electrical 
installation in 10 months unless prevented or delayed by some 
unforeseen circumstances. 


Coiwyn Bay.--LoaNs.—The Council is applying to the 
Electricity Commissioners for sanction to borrow £25,000. This 
will be lent to the North Wales Power Co. to defray the cost of 
erecting transmission lines to Colwyn Bay from the Dolgarrog 
station. Sanction is also being sought to the borrowing of 
$248,848 for the provision of mains, sub-stations, Xo. 


Continental,—RussrA.— The Electricity Bureau of the 
Soviet Government reports that there are at present in Russia, 
including what are termed the autonomous territories. 643 electrics] 
stetions, of which 346 are in country districts. The scarcity of 
f.el still presses on present and immediately prospective industry 
fn Russia; so much so that it has been decided to close certain 
power stations in Petrograd between May 5th and August 15th, 
solely for the purpose of economising fuel Advantage, however, 
will be taken of this enforced idleness to have the stations com- 
pletely overhauled and put into good running condition, 

GREECE.—The water resources of Greece have recently been the 
subject of a detailed survey by a Swiss engineer, appointed by the 
Government, with the object of their utilisation for the production 
of electricity. According to the report presented, the waterfalls of 
Western Macedonia are capable of yielding 350,000 h.p.. equal to a 
yearly output of 120,090,000 kWh. This energy would suffice for 
the needs of the cities of Athens, Salonica, the Piræus, and the 
Larissa railway. The cost of installation is reckoned at 180,000,000 
drachmas. The use of water power would free Greece from the 
need to import coal, and would tend vastly to develop the native 
industries. 

FRANCE.—The oentral station of the Société de l'Electricité de 
Valenoiennes-Anzin, which was seriously damaged during the war, 
er been completely reconstructed, and is now in full working 
order. 

Electric steelworks and furnaces, over 100 ft. long, were carried 
away by a formidable landslide of rocks at Allevard, Isére, recently. 
The damage reaches several million franos.— Evening Standard. 


Derby.--CAvss. OF FrgE.—Later reports concerning the 
fire which broke out at the power station on May 13th (ELECTRICAL 
REVIEW, May 20th), indicate that it was due to the bursting of an 
oil-cooled transformer which had been in service for 19 years. 
Many cables and a switchboard were damaged, and the replacement 
a id repair of these occupied a great deal of time. 


Duadee,—O1L FurL.—At a meeting of the Electricity 
Committee on May 17th, the question of using oil fuel at the power 
station was discussed. The engineer said that at present prices, 
and estimating that 70 tons of oil could do the Work of 100 tons of 


coal, the cost would be respectively £490 and £300 for those 

quantities, The cost of fitting oil burners would be between 

82,000 and £2,500. In the circumstanoes it was decided not to 

proceed further, as considerable expense, which would have to be 

5 had already been occasioned by the coal 
u 


Edinburgh.—N rw SuB-sTATION.—4A new electric sub- 
station is to be constructel at Causewa from plans prepared 
by Bir Alexander B. W. Kennedy. m 

Elec- 


Electricity District, — Mip-LANCASHIRE.— The 
tricity Commissioners give notice that the time within which 
objections and representations may be made, and schemes sub- 
mitted, in connection with the above named district has again been 
extended from the last day of this month until July 30th, 1921. 


Glasgow.—DALMARNook SrTATION.—On May 11th an 
additional 18,750 kW Metropolitan-Vickers turbo-generator set was 
put into operation at the Dalmarnook station. Since the station 
was started, many economies have been effected in the generation 
of electricity. In the older stations the average coal consumption 
per kW-hour generated was 8°42 Ib.; at Dalmarnock this re 
has been reduced to 1'71 1b. In this way it is estimated that a 
saving of £62,784 has been made. In addition to the economy in 
fuel consumption, charges for coal and ash-handling, and wages 
have been reduced considerably. 

At the Port Dundas station oil fuel burners have been installed 
on one or two boilers, and an extension of the system is being 
considered. i 

Grampian Scheme.—PosTPONEMENT.—The Grampian 
electricity supply scheme is to be held over, the promoters having 
decided not to proceed with the Bill this year. 


Hamilton (N.B.).—EXTENSIoNS.—The Electric Lighting 
Oommittee is carrying out extensions consisting of new oables and 
pillars, costing £6,000. 


Herne Bay.— Revocation or OnpER.—The Ministry of 
Transport has revoked the Herne Bay Gas and Electricity Order, 
1913. Similar action has been taken with regard to the Mid-Sussex 
Electric Lighting Order, 1913. 


Heywood.— Y£ak’s Workina.—The past year's working 
of the electricity undertaking of the Corporation has resulted in a 
profit of £829. In the previous year the profit was £841. 


Holl, — Extension oF SuPPLYy.—In connection with 
the arrangement under which the Corporation is to supply elec- 
tricity to Hessle, the City Electricity Oommittee has acceded to a 
request to light those streete in which electric mains are laid, and 
to charge no more than the current rate for gas. 


Ipswich. Loan.—After a long discussion at a recent 
meeting of the Town Council, the Electricity Committee was given 
permission to apply for sanction to borrow £20,000 for mains 
extensions, £5,000 for consumers’ services, ani £5,000 for 
meters, Xo. 


Kilmarnock.—EXTENSION OF ÁREA.—The Corporation 
is applying to the Electricity Commissioners for permission to 
extend its area for the supply of electricity. The new area 
includes the important burghs of Ardrossan, Saltooats, and 
Kilwinning. 

Leicester.—PRoTEST AGAINST RESTRICTIONS.—A corres- 
pondent, signing himself Manufacturer," writes to the Leicester 
Mail protesting against the restrictions which have been imposed 
upon the use of electricity for power purposes, while gas has been 
exempted. He says :—" Many p ve manufaoturing firms 
have discarded gas and replaced it by electricity—a cleaner and 
healthier method of working. Why these firms and their work- 
people should be penalised by the change when both gas and elec- 
tricity are supplied by the same authorities, is a question that at 
this time many are asking, and one that requires some explanation 
and readjustment.” 


Leith.—ELECTRICAL Pomps fon Dock.—The Prince 
of Wales's Dry Dock will be out of service for the next six or eight 
weeks, as the steam pumpe are being replaced by electric pumps, 
whicb are to be operated by power supplied from the Commissioners’ 
own power station. The cost will be approximately 44,000.— 
Scotsman. 


London.—ST. Panckas.—The chief electrical engineer 
has recommended the installation of a number of mercury-vapour 
rectifiers. It is proposed to obtain them from Switzerland, and the 
engineer and the chairman of the Electricity Committee are to 
visit Baden for the purpose of inspecting rectifying plant in 
operation. l 

BATTERSEA.—The Electricity Committee recommends the pro- 
vision of an additional ‘5 sq. in. concentric feeder to cope with the 
inoreasing supply of electricity to the north-western part of the 
area, The estimated cost of the oable is £1,126. 

HAMMERSMITH.—The Borough Council is recommended to apply 
for sanction to borrow £2,500 cost of laying a duplicate main 
between the Hammersmith and Fulham generating stations under 
the Battersea-Fulham-Hammersmith linking - up scheme, 

STOKE NEWINGTON.—The Electric Lighting Committee reports 
the receipt of sanction to borrow £9,934 for the extension of mains 
and services. 
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Mytholmroyd.— ELECTRICITY SUPPLY. — The Council has 
decided that it cannot at present approve of a draft agreement 
with the Yorkshire Electric Power Co. for the lighting of public 
lamps.. It was decided to support.the application by the Eleo- 
trical Distribution of Yorkshire, Ltd., for a special order authorising 
that company to supply electricity within the Mytholmroyd urban 
area, on the understanding that Caldene Avenue was included in 
the area of supply; that the charges were reasonable in comparison 
with other districts ; and that supply would be given as early as 
ae (a verbal assurance of a sapply in August having been 
given). 


. Newcastle (Staffs.).—YEaR’s WOBRING.— The accounts 
of the electricity undertaking for the year ended March 31st last 
show a total income of £20,817, as against £16 810 in the previous 
year. Working expenses amounted to £15,981, as compared with 
£11,992, leaving a gross profit of £4,833 (£4,818). After payment 
of income-tax, interest charges, Ko., the net result was a credit 
balance of £1,365, from which a deficit of £864 brought forward 
was deducted, 


Rathmines (Dublin).— Staixke.—The electricity supply 
remains suspended, owing to a atrike of Council employés on a 
question of working hours. | 


Reading.—Low-cRApDE FRI. — The Reading Electric 
Supply Co., Ltd., has issued a notice to consumers stating that 
the poor quality of the low-grade refuse coal being supplied 
may necessitate temporary suspension of supply. In this event 
consumers are asked to make aure that all switches are immediately 
switched off. 


Salford.— New GEeNkRATING SgT.— On May 9th, the 
Mayor, members of the Council, and many leading citizens visited 
the Frederick Road works to inspect the new 5,000.kW turbo- 
alternator supplied by the Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. 
The Mayor started up the set, and afterwards presided at a dinner 
at the Town Hall, when Alderman Worsley, in a Bpeech, described 
the wonderful progress of the electricity department. The new 
set is designed to run at a speed of 3,000 r.p.m., and gives a three- 
phase, 50-cycle supply at 6,600 V. The steam consumption varier 
from 12°75 to 13°92 1b. per kWh, at full and half loads respectively. 
The rated power of 5,000 kW is given at 08 p.f. 


South Africa, —DuR5AN.— The accounts of the electricity 


undertaking for the year ended J uly 31st, 1920, show a gross profit 
of £65,399. 


Southampton.— ExTENSIONS.— At a meeting of the 
Corporation on May 18th, the Electricity Committee recommended 
the acceptance of a tender for the construction of boiler founda- 
tions, &c,, at the electricity works at a coat of £14,570, subject to 
the sanctioning of a loan of this amount by the Electricity Com- 
missioners. Negotiations are to be entered into with the Eastleigh 
and Bishopstoke Urban District Council which requires a supply of 
electricity from Southampton as an alternative to setting up 
works of itsown. The Pirelli-Gereral Cable Co., Ltd., is establishing 
a factory at Eastleigh, i 


Swansea,— OIL Furt.—At a meeting of the Electricity 
Committee the borough electrical engineer reported at length upon 
the question of utilising oil fuel at the electricity station in an 
auxiliary capacity to coal. He was authorised to make inquiries 
a8 to the working of similar plant elsewhere. 


United States.—PowkR Company Sratistics.—In an 
interesting article upon the American and Canadian electricity 
undertakings during 1920, the Electrical World gives figures indi- 
cating the magnitude and rapid growth of this important industry. 
A list is given of 80 companies which had outputs exceeding 
100.000,000 kWh, and nine of these supplied more than 
1,000,00,000 kWh each during the year. The Niagara Falls 
Power Co. heads the list with an output of 2,328,326,064 kWh, and 
the next in order is the Commonwealth Edison Co. with 
1,883,570,000 kWh. This last company also had the largest 
simultaneous load —478,820 kW. 


t 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY 'NOTES. 


Australia.— BRI&BANE.—In connection with the propos:d 
purchase of the Brisbane tramways by the Government, Mr. J. S. 
Badger, manager of the Brisbane Tram way Co., recently said that the 
future of the tramways was very much in the hands of the Govern- 
ment. He denied that the company was holding up the Govern- 
ment for a high price. A figure much less than £3,000,000 had 
been suggested as a basis of negotiation, but if the parties could 
not agree about the price there was nothing to prevent the Govern- 
ment going ahead and acquiring the undertaking at once, 
Negotiations had not been broken off nor had an extension of time 
been granted the company. Daily Telegraph (Sydney). 


Bournemouth, —YEAR’s WonkiNG.— The report of the 
general manager of the Corporation tram ways for the year ended 
: March 31st last, shows a total revenue of £196,833, compared with 
£190,028 in the previous year. Working expenses amounted to 


£152,044, as against £114,271, leaving a gross profit of £44,789 
(£75,757). After crediting bank interest and debiting loan charges 
(which were heavy on account of the cost of reconstruction) and 
taxes, the result was a net deficit of £14,868. The number of car- 
miles run inoreased from 1,684,874 to 1,857,576, and the number of 
passengers carried from 27,080,255 to 27,403,523. 


Brazll.— ELO RIO Locoworivgs.— The Railway Review 
states that the first Baldwin- Westinghouse freight locomotive for 
the Paulista Railway Co, in Brazil, has been completed and tested, 
The passenger locomotives are now nearing completion. These 
locomotives are to be used in main line freight service on the 
Paulista Railway, which is a broad gauge trunk line through the 
most prosperous and productive part of the State of Sao Paulo. 
The freight locomotives for the Paulista Railway weigh 105 metric 
tons, and have six driving axles, each equipp:d with one 280-h.p. 
d.c. motor, arranged for operation with two motors in series on 
the 3,000-V line. They are designed to handle trailing loads up to 
700 metric tons over a line having a maximum grade of approxi- 
mately 2 per cent. a 


Continental.— Faance.—The Valenciennes section of the 
Société des Chemins de Fer Economiques du Nord, which was 
seriously damaged during the war, has now been repaired, and 
nearly the whole system is again in working order. The lines 
cover a distance of about 38 miles, of which 22} miles have been 
electrified, while arrangements are in hand for the electrification 
of the remaining steam- operated portion. 


Demerara, — CAR CONSTRUCTION. — The Demerara 
Electric Co. which operates a tramway service in and around 
Georgetown, is now constructing its own cara in the Colony. 
Native wood, for which British Guiana is famous, is used for the 
purpose. Already 16 such cars have either been rebuilt or oon- 
structed at the company's worke.— Times Trade Supplement. 


Edinburgh, —TRAMWAY ELROrRITICATTON.— The Tram- 
ways Committee has decided that the work of erecting the over- 
head equipment for the electriflcation of the tramways is to be 


done by the Council's own department. 


Egypt.— Cargo Sreike Rror&.— On, May ‘18th, at 
Shoubrah, a bomb was thrown at a volunteer tramwayman, Nin 
persons, including three policemen, were injured. The incideit 
was the outcome of the resentment felt by the strikers against the 
loyal workers and volunteers who are assisting- in keeping the 
public service running.— Morni ng Post. ae 


Falkirk, — BROKEN TRoLLZzY WIRE. — An overhead 
electric wire at Falkirk snapped and fell on the top of a 
tramcar.: One of the passengers, a nurte, was struck acros 
the face and badly burned, and a soldier, in order to get 
clear of danger, jumped from the top of the car, fraatur- 
ing an arm and spraining an ankle. With “great presence of 
mind, a miner who was on the oar rolled his handkerchief 
tightly round his hand, and seizing the live wire, threw it over the 
side of the car.—Daily Telegroph. e 


Glasgow.— OIL FueL.—The Tramways Committee has 
authorised the manager to have one of the boilers in Pinkston 
power station altered as an expəriment in connection with the 
proposed introduction of oil fuel. | 


Hudderstteld.— VEAR'S WonkiNG.— The accounts of the 
tramway undertaking for the year ended March 31st last record a 
total income of £275,407, as compared with £261,147 in the 
previous year. Working expenses amounted to £242,033, as 
against £217,526, leaving a gross surplus of £33,374 (£43,620). 
Loan interest, taxes, &c., totalled £34,135, making the net result 
a deficit of £761; last year a net profit of £485 was made, 


Leeds.— RESTORATION OF SERVICES.—As a result of the 
adoption of oil fuel at the generating station, practically the fall 
tramway service has been restored on most routes, and on May 23rd 
running was resumed—partly in full and partly restricted—on the 
routes on which services hai been entirely suspended. 


London.— O. I. FUEL Ar L. C. C. SrATION.—Replying to 
a question put to him at a recent meeting of the L.C.C, Mr. 
Squires, chairman of the Highways Committee, said that hitherto 
the use of oil fuel at the Council's Greenwich station had not been 
considered an economic propcsition, The coal dispute had altered 
the perspective, and the installation of oil fuel burnera was now 
receiving careful consideration. | 

Bang HoLiDAY RECORD.— In spite of the coal dispute, Whit 
Monday proved to baa record day for the L. C. C. tramways. Itis 
reported that about 2,002,000 passengers were oarried, and fares 
totalling £19,000 were paid. 


Oldham.— OFFER or PuRcHAsE.—The directora of the 
Oldham, Ashton, and Hyde Electric Tramways, Ltd., report that an 
offer. to purchase the system for £125,000 has been received, and 
they recommend acceptance by the shareholders, This has since 
been sgreed to. 


‘Southport. —ACCIDENT.—An electric tram;ar, which was 
descending Eastbank Street Bridge,on Whit Monday, ran into 4 
cab, which was overturned. There were three passengera in the 
E two ladies and a gentleman, but, fortunately, no one wat 

urt. 
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TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Australla.— TELEPHONE Service.—An application has 
been made by Mr. J. Duncan, of 136, Danks Street, Albert Park, 
Melbourne, for the patent rights for a device which he has invented 
with a view of saving the time of subscribers to the telephone 
system. It is claimed that when the device is attached to a tele- 
phone it may be adjusted so as to automatically notify the Exchange 
when the subscriber is out. By this means other people calling for 
his number can be immediately notified by the Exchange that the 
subscriber is absent, and they need not waste their time waiting for 
replies to their calls. | 

"I must have £1,721,000 this year if the telephone service is to 
be pat on a decent footing. There is no shortage of material now." 
So said Mr. J. M. Crawford, State electrical engineer of the Postal 
Department, in giving evidence on March 21st, before the Federal 
Public Works Committee. The department's engineer added that 
82,500 a year would be saved if workshops on modern lines were 


constructed. A staff of 300 men engaged in the workshops turned. 


out work valued at £60,000 a year. Switches for Queensland were 
made ia New South Wales. Everything was in readiness for the 
establishment of two new city exchanges. But work could not 
proceed without approval, and had to remain in absyance until 
Parliament met. Expenditure in my branch has dropped from 
£620,0.0 to £250,000 a year, but still I am expected to maintain a 
standard the same as that existing before the war." Mr. J. M. 
Pexton, preaident of the Chamber of Commerce, urged the con- 
struction of a Sydney-Brisbane trunk telephone line. It would, he 
said, ba a-distinct gain tothe commercial community and b» exten- 
sively used. ] 

Greenland, — METEOROLOGICAL STATION. — Lieut.-Col. 
E. Gold, assistant director of the Meteorological Office, reports that 
it has been decided to establish a wireless station in Greenland fo 
daily weather reporta. Another development expeoted iu the near 
future is the establishment of daily weather communications 
between Britain and Canada. 


ireland, — WiRkLESS STATION ATTACK ED. — Dublin 
Castle reported that at midnight on May 16th fire was opened on 
the wireless station ani the naval wharf at Kingstown. Troops 
returned the fire, and after an exchange of shots lasting half an 
hour, during which reinforcements were landed from destroyers in 
the harbour, the attackers were dispersed. 


Luxemborg.— TRUNK TELEPHONE CABLT.— The installa- 
tion of an armoured trunk telephone cable 22 miles long has 
recently been oompleted between Luxemburg and Diekirch for the 
Luxemburg Posts and Telegraphs Administration. The cable is a 
compo.ite one of 36 pairs in multiple-twin formation, and is 
balanced and loaded for phantom working. It is the first trunk 
telephone cable to be installed in the Grand Duchy, aud is 
particularly interesting on account of the extremely low values of 
cross-talk which have be2n obtained, a very high standard in this 
respect having been called for. Freedom from cross-talk dep2nds 
very largely on the skill and care which are exercised in the 
joining-in of the loading coils, as well as on the balancing of 
individual loading-coil sections. On loaded lines in this country 
the coile are usually connected up by the Post Offi e, so that 
contractors obtain very little experience of this work, but in this 
case ib was carried out under the supervision of Mesara. British 
Insulated and Helsby Cables, Ltd., who did all the testing and 
were responsible for the final results. The loading coils were of 
the latest dust-core type, and were supplied by the Western 
Electric Oo., Ltd., Woolwich, 

On the completed cable, the values of cross talk obtained in any 
quad, the unit of measurement being one-millionth of the electro- 
motive foroe applied to the interfering circuit, were as follows :— 

Average of all quads, 50 between side circuits and 105 between 
side and phantom circuits. The three greatest valu:s were 130, 
130, 120 between circuits, and 350, 250, 200 between side and 
phantom circuits. 

There is no doubt that this oab'e far excels any other cable on 
the Continent in freedom from cross-talk, and Messra. British 
Insulated and Helsby Cables, Ltd., are to bs congratulated on 
having achieved this success for British industry. 


Orkney Isles,—PRoPosED TELEPHONE Service.—The 
secretary to the Orkney Branch of the National Farmers' Union of 
Scotland, has been informed by the Edinburgh G.P.O. that the 
Department has promised to make a canvass for subscribers as soon 
asthe present exceptional pressure of telephone work has been 
dealt with, and that. a list of the -names and addresses of 
Prospective subscribers would bs helpful. A telephone exchange 
at Kirkwall was an etsential preliminary to the linking up of the 
rural districts with the town. The tar ff rental was £1 178. 6d per 
quarter for circuits within one mile of an exchange; but a higher 
charge would be necessary, unless a considerable number of persons 
rented circuits. Calls would be charged at 11d. each, with additional 
fees for connections to exchanges beyond five miles. Agreements 
would be for an initial term of three years, aud quarterly there- 
after. It would not b» possible to provide tel:phone connection 
with the mainland of Sootland. | 


Rallway Wireless.—Mr. Kellaway informed the House of 
Commons on May 10th that the Midland Railway Co. and, in the 


„ease of the London and North-Western Railway Co, the Marconi 


Co. had been given permission to conduct wireless telegraphic 


experiments on those two systems. The permission was temporary 


and could be withdrawn whenever it was considered deairable. 


The wireless on the railways was to be used solely for the com- 


pany's business, Wireless was used by the railways during the last 


railway strike. 


Nussla.— THERE SfuURAPH ON.“ — Some days ago, at the 
general meeting of the Russian Society of Road Engineers. the 
engineer Ap. Phedoroff-Lukoyanof reported on his invention for 
telephoning any distance throvgh ordinary railway telegraph 
wires. He calls his apparatus the Simuraphon," and claims that 
it is adaptable to wireless telephony over unlimited distances with 
the aid of a special high-speed generator. He proposes the " sub- 
stitution of the voltaic arc usually employed and a special dynamo 
machine. The "Simuraphon " can, it is said, b» connectel to any 
telegraph etation, and opens a way to new fields in radio-telephony. 

TELEGRAMS ACCEPTED.—The Postmaster-General gives notice 
that telegrams for all parts of Russia (including Russia-in-Asia as 
far east as Lake Baikal) are now forwarded over the Anglo- Russian 
Government cable bet ween Peterhead and Alexandrovsk in Northern 
Russia, but can only be accepted at the senler's risk, The rates 
are 51 1. a word for ordinary telegrams and 1s. 43 1. a word for 
telegrams tent by the urgent service. Telegrams can also be 
forwarded under tbe same conditions by the Great Northern Co.'s 
route r.a Libau (Latvia) at 6d. a word for ordinary telegrams and 
ls. 6d. a word for " urgent " telegrams. 


Spaln.— TELEPHONE SERVICF.—4À commission appointed 
by the Spanish Government is visiting Stockholm in order to 
investigate and report on the Swedish telephone system and 
Sweden's manufacturing capacity in this line. It is porsible that 
the Spanish Government may enlist the assistance of the leading 
Swedish te'ephore concerns, Messrs. L. M. Ericseon and H. T. 
Cedergren. for the rebuilding and reorganisation of the Spanish 
telephone syatem.— Reuter's Trade Service (Stockholm). 


South Africa.—TE&LkPHONE SERVICE. — The British 
South African Evrport Gazette hints to manufacturers of telephone 


and telegraph supplies that even at the present time the South 


African demard is in excess of the supply. Although as much as 
£532,630 has been spent by the Union Government on developing 
the telephone service since the Armistice, well over 2,500 long- 
standing applications for installations are atill unfulfilled, and the 
Goverament has not lost sight of its previous proposals for new 
automatic systems at Johannesburg, Cape Town, and Pietermaritz- 
burg. Moreover, alth ugh much war-time cepreciation has been 
made good, considerable repairs remain to ba done, especially in the 
country areas, and each week sees heavy additions to the list of 
districts awaiting telephor ic communication with the larger towns. 
In South Africa, too, ths demand for equipment by private 
consumers, as apart from the Government, is on the increase, and 
last year the imports solely on this account amounted to approxi- 
mately £30,800, as against only £17,475 in 1919. Add to this a 
reminder that on last year's official estimates an item of 4 600, OC O 
appeared for telephonic improvement, additio: s, and renewals, and 
that at least a similar sum is expected from Mr. H. Burton’s new 
estimates, and it will be seen that a market of moe than o:dipary 
importance is materialising. British makers have, of course, the 
additional satisfaction of knowing that their pre-war supremaoy, 
temporarily lost to Sweden, has been regained, and that to-day 
both the latter country and the United States have very little hold 
on the trade. 


U.S.A. WIRELESS FoG SraNALs.—The Secretary of 
Commerce announces that in view of the important development of 
a radio compass by the Bureau of Standards, three wireless fog 
signals are to be immediately iratal'ed at the entrance to New York 
Harbour, Each of these three Btatiors will be equipped with an auto- 
matio set which will send out signals continuously during fog or 
thick weather which may be j icked up on shipboard by means of 
the new radio compass, which indicates the direction from which 
the signals are sent out, and by taking observations on the different 
stations the captain of a vessel may determine his exact position 
without being obliged to rely on the former unsatisfactory method 
of locating himself by the sound of whistles and fcg horns. The 
method has been developed as the result of co operative experi- 
ments by the Bureau of Standards and the Lighthouse Service, and 
more especially through the research work of the Bureau of 
Standards in improving the radio compass. It differs from all 
other systems in use for determining radio direotion in that the 
navigator himself can determine radio bearings, just as he uses his 
magretic compass for bearings in clear weather, and he does not 
have to depend upon expert radio operators. The other advantage 
is that the sending apparatus is easily installed and can be operated 
by the regular light keepers without any skilled personnel, and 
that any number of vezsels at rea (quipped with radio compa: s28 
may obtain their position at the same time without interference.— 
T. q. T. Age, 

MIAMI CABLE DisPUTE —The endeavours of the State Depart- 
ment to prevent the Western Union from laying the cable to 
Miami, on the coast of Florida, from the Bahamas, were expected 
to reach a climax on May 3lst, when the Supreme Court was to 
deside the issue, says Ths imes. The action of the State Depart- 
ment is due to the fear that, if the cable is laid, the Western Union 
will be enabled to send Amrrican cable traffic over the British 
calla to South America. All the American cable interests object 
to this, and a Bill has been p eparei forbidding cable landings in 
the United States except by Presidential licence. The Wes'ern 
Union had & cable ship waiting outside the 3-mile limit in readi- 
ness to make a landing should the decision of the Supreme Court 
be adverse to the State Department. The authors of the Bill, 
spurred on by the State Department, arranged to rush the Bill on 
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May 16th through both Houses, and thence on to the White House 
for the President's signature, before the Western Union could act 
on the expected favourable decision of the Supreme Court. 

Both Houses of Congress have accepted the report of the Con- 
ference on the Kellogg Bill, which empowers the President to 
regulate cable landings in the United States, and the measure now 
go»8 before the President.— Reuter’s Trade Service (Washington). 

The Nacion comments in an unfavourable strain on the decision 
of the U.S. Congress to prevent the landing of the cable by the 
Western Union Co. The article points out that the measure affects 
the interests of Argentina and other countries in South America, 
and establishes a far-reaching monopoly in favour of American 
cable companies. The Nacion says that in this and other questions 
which have arisen recently the United States appears to have taken 
up an attitude of aloofness from the traditions of international 
co-operation, and has displayed a Pan-Americanism which has each 
time been more misdirected.— 7teuter's Trade Service (Buenos Aires). 


The Telephone Service,—The amount produced by the 
telephones in 1914 was £6,645,464, and in 1920 29, 327,418. 
Charges of collection in the first case were £5,886,536, and in the 


second £10,792,580, leaving in the latter a deficit of $1,466,086, 
says the Daily Mail. 


Wireless Messages to Ships.—SiMPLIFIED PROCEDURE. 
— Post Offices in London and the provinces will now accept wire- 
leas messages addressed to persons on ships at sea (which are 
within range of the coastal wireless statione of the United 
Kingdom), without requiring the sender to specify the wireléss 
station through which the message should be transmitted. This 
new arrangement removes what undoubtedly has been a serious 
obstacle to the free use of. wireless telegraphy between this 
country and ocean travellers. The counter clerks in the London 
and provincial offices have instructions to accept messages for 
ships of all nationalities provided it is known that those ships can 
be communicated with direct by the ooastal wireless stations of 
the United Kingdom. The messages so accepted are sent to a 
"routing bureau" in London, whence they are distributed 


according to the movements of the vessels to which they are 
addressed. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The date given in parentheses at the end of the paragraph indicates 
the issue of the ELEOTRIOAL REVIEW in which the “ Official 
Notice" appeared.) 


OPEN. 


Australia, — MELBOURNE. — June 165th. Victorian 
Government Railways. 50 oil-immersed single- track and 


signal transformers for power signalling (Contract No. 33, 901).“ 
June 22nd. One eleotrio lifting magnet (capacity 4 ton), one 
440-V motor generator.* 
June 29th. Supply of 1-ton platform type industrial storage 
battery trucks, also battery- ing equipment.“ 
. 250 oore-type impedance bonds for power 
signalling, with a capacity of 1,000 amperes per rail; also 60 
miles of solid insulated copper wire, No. 14 Brown & Sharpe 
gauge, and 50 miles of solid insulated copper wire, 16 standard 


gauge. 
August 17th. 3,000 sete of renewals for caustic soda primary 
cells. 


August 30th. Board of Works. Four electrical centrifugal 
pumps, each with a capacity of twelve million gallons daily. 


Belginm.— June 30th. Municipal authorities at Lokeren. 
For an underground system of electricity supply mains. Particulars 
(15 franes) from the Directeur des Services du Gaz et de 
lElectricité de la Ville de Lokeren. Tenders to the College des 
Bourgmestres et Echevins, Hotel de Ville, Lokeren, by registered 


t. 
uie 8th. Postand Telegraph authorities at La Salle Madeleine, 
Brussels. Telephone cable. Particulars (3 franos) by applying for 
Cahier des Charges Special No. 605. 

Municipal authorities of Ghent. Installation of electric lighting 
in the sheds of the outer port, the small dock, and the new 
maritime buildings. 


Brighton.—June 7th. 


Elestricity Department. Oil 
fuel plant. (May 20th.) 


Dandee.— June 6th. Electricity Department. one 


coupled motor- generator, consisting of two interpole machines; 
motor, 400 V, d.c. ; generator, 75 V, 130 amp. ; also regulator, 60 
to 70 V. (May 20th.) 


Glasgow.— May 31st. Electricity Department. Cables 
(including small i.r. cables and flexibles) and meters for twelve 
monthe. (May 13th.) 


Greenock.—June 6th. Corporation. Electric lighting 
work in connection with the Upper Cornhaddock housing scheme 
(18 tenements and six double cottages). Schedules, &c., from Ottice 
of Public Works, Greenock. 


Huddersfleld.— May 28th. Electric light installation in 
United Methodist Church and School, Outlane. Mr. F. Roberta, 
Maplin Lea, Lindley Moor, Outlane. 


Lanark.—County of Lanark (District of the Lower 
Ward). Electric lighting work in connection with housing scheme:. 
Mr. J. A. McCallum, District Olerk, 15, West George Street, Glaszow. 


Leytonstone.—June 16th. West Ham Union. Three 


months’ supply of electrical fittings. Mr. T. Smith, Olerk, Board 
Room, Union Road, Leytonstone, E.11. 


Liverpool,—June 6th. Liverpool Overhead Railway Co. 
Stores, including electrical fittings for twelve months. General 
Manager, 31, James Street, Liverpool. 


London.— SHorEDITCH.—June 7th. Electricity Depart- 
ment. Constructional steel and ironwork building, 20-ton weigh. 
bridge, h.p. steam pipes, valves, &o., for Whiston Street generating 
station. (May 13'h.) 


New Zealand.—June 28th. Public Works Department. 


Ten s.p. oil-filled transformers for the conversion of three-phase 


energy at 50 cycles, the voltage ratio being 50,000/11,000, for 
Waikato power scheme.“ 

June 28th. Supply and delivery at Lyttelton of two 50-kVA, 
two 100-kVA, and two 200-kVA condensers in connection with the 
Lake Ooleridge electric power supply (Section 116).* 

WELLINGTON.—June 14th. Post and Telegraph Department. 
7,460 lamps, various voltages." 

August 9th. Public Works Department. Suspension-type præ- 
lain insulators for the Waikato power scheme.* 


South Africa.—July 5th. Electrification of Capetown- 
Simonstown and Durban-Maritzburg railway lines. 

RHODESIA. — BULAWAYO. — August 8rd. : Municipal Council. 
Electric light and power plant. (3ee this issue.) 

TRANSVAAL.—Rand Water Board. September 9th. Erection 
of & complete installation of mechanical or other filters capabie 
of filtering 54 million gallons of water per 24 hours at the 
Vereeniging main pumping Station (Contract No. 232). Oopies of 
the contract documents may be obtained from the Chief Engineer, 
Rand Water Board, Johannesburg, upon a deposit of three guinea, 
but specifications, blue prints, &c., may be inspected at the Inquiry 
Room of the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
Westminster, S. W. 1. 


A copy of the specification, &o., can be consulted at the Depari- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 85, Old Queen Street, G. W. I. 


CLOSED. 


Australia. —M ELBOURNE.—Morwell electric scheme. The 
tender of the American Aluminium Oo. has been accepted for 


aluminium steel conductors at £91,416 at port of shipment. At 


the ‘present rate of exchange the landed cost in Melbourne will be 
£30,000 less than the lowest tender for copper conductors. The 
whole equipment will be manufactured and shipped from Canada. 
—The Times. 

Victorian Rül ways. Accepted :— 


Four 4,500-kW converter sets (for Jolimont sub-station), with all acces 
sories, £90,010; extra for magnetic blow-out d.c. brushgear, £1,370: 
eight 1,000-kW automatic converter N for various s ab- 
stations, £92,805; extra for magnetio blow-out brushgear, 4£1,100.— 

— Tenders. 


British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 
Littleborongh.—The Housing Committee of the Urban 
District Council has recommended acceptance of the tender of 
E. Taylor & Co. for electric lighting in connection with the hons‘nz 
scheme. 


London.— Sr. Pancras.—Electricity and Public Light- 


ing Committee. Supply of l.p. and h.p. cable, various lengths and 
sizes : — 


Johnson & Phillips, Ltd. 25 8 
W. T. Henoley's Tel. Works Oo, Ltd. 


Firm. L.p. cable. H. p cable. 
Hack bridge Cable Co., Ltd... ae .. £9,789 -- £2,461 
Enfield Ediswan Cable Co., Ltd. .. 10,519 es 2,602 
Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. .. zs ee 10,916 ee 2.451 
Western Electric Co., Ltd. .. $4 Vs " 0,987 , 2.429 
B. I. & Helsby Cables, Ltd. .. : 11,029 AE 2.461 
11,118 ‘is 2,461 


W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd. .. . 11.129 


ee 2.472 
Union Cable Co. i ah aa 88 11.841 9,525 
Callender's Cable Co., Ltd. .. Va ve 11,605 9,50) 
Pirelli-General Cable Co., Ltd. .. 12,168 H 9, 
Watshams Sa =" we we 18,116 2,318 
Macintosh Cable Co, Ltd. "a 12,741 "m 9.736 
New Gutta-Percha Co., Ltd. a 12 816 4,015 


The Committee recommenis the acceptance of the offer of the 
Hackbridge Cable Co., Ltd., at £9,739, for the supply of l.p. cable: 
and that of the Western Electric Co., Ltd., at £2,129, for h.p. cadie 


HAMMERSMITH.—Elestricity Committee. 425 house servic: ari 
jo nt boxes of various descriptions :— 
W. Lucy & Co., Ltd , £369 (recommended). 


Mains extension sub-station equipment. 


Hammersmith feeders.— Two 150-amp. split-conductor feeder panels, £51: 
one 2,000-kW splitter panel, £269; one 2,000-kW 2-phase panel, £217: 
total,£1,077. Kensington feeders. - Two 125-amp. incomi feeders. 
£333; two 126-amp. outgoing feeders, £338; one 2,000-k spice 
panel, £216; synchronising gear, £51; two wattmeters, £166; wu 
£1,099.— Fergu:on, Pailin & Co. (recommended). 

Eight 250.amp., h.p. switch panels, £276.—Park Royal Engineering (e. 
(recommended). 

Two condensate pumps for Noe. 12 and 15 turbines, £293.—Gwyr»e* 
Engineering Co., Ltd. (recommended). 


New Zealand, — WELLINGTON. — Municipal Conn. 
Subject to a satisfactory arrangement regarding the propos ad lo 
of £500,000 for electric supply purposes, the Finanoe and Lega 
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Committee of the Wellington, N. Z., Council has recommended for 
accept an oe the following ten ders: — 


Section 4 — Generator plant, British General Electric Co., £93,076. 
Remainder of machinery, British Thomson-Houston Co., £71,150. 

Rection B—Boilers, Babcock & Wilcox, £81,000. 

Section C- Cables, Callender's Cable Co., £17,£0). 

Coal-handling plant, £15,700; total, 2. 85,025. 


The Electrical Engineer recommended the acceptance of the 
lowest tender in each sect on, the list being as follows: — 


Bection A — English Electric Co.. £191,000; Metropolitan - Vickers, 
£181,000; British Thomson- Houston Co.. £186,000; Brush Co., 
£118,00!; British General Electric Co., £172,000. 

By selection of the British General Electric Co.'s price for the generator 
plant and that of the British Thomson-Houston Co. for the remainder 
of the machinery. the whole will be obtained for £1,175 less than the 
lowest tender for the whole. 

Section B—Babcock & Wilcox, £81,000; Stirling Boller Co., £82,525. 

Section C—Callender's Cable Co., £17,500; British Insulated & Helsby 
Cables, Ltd., £18,45); W. T. Henley's Telegraph Works Co., Ltd., 
£17 6:5; Western Electric Co., £2),221; Siemens Bros & Co., £19,550; 
Glover & Co., £20,500; Pirelli-General Cable Co., £18,300; Johnson 
and Philiips, Ltd., £21,850. — Tenaers. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Institution of Mechanical Engimeers.—Friday, May 27th. At the Institu- 
tion, Btorey's Gate, Westminster, S.W. At 6 p.m. Special meeting. 


Institution of Engineers. — Friday, May 27th. At Caxton Hall, 
Wes:minster, 8. W. At 8 p.m. *‘ Notes on Electrieal Transformer Break- 
downs," by Mr. B. A. Stigant. 


Society of London.—Friday, May 27th. At the Imperial College 
of Science, South Kensington, 8. W. At6 p.m. Ordinary meeting. 


Royal Society of Arts.—Friday, May 27th. At John Street, Adelphi, W.C. 
"d 1 Paper on Industrial (including power) Alcohol,“ by Sir 
LI . (8) e 


Faraday Society.— Tuesday, May 81st. At Burlington House, Piccadillv, W. 
General discussion on Physico-chemical Probiems Relating to the Soil.“ 
Afternoon session, 4.30 to 6.80 p.m. Evening session, 8 to 10.20 p.m. 

Wednesday June 1st. Visit to Rothamsted Experimental Station. 


EHluminating Engineering Society.— Tuesday, May 81st. At the Royal 
Society of Arts, John Street, Adelphi, W.C. At8.15 p.m. Discussion on 
“The Use of Artificial Light as an Aid to Various Games and Sports, to 
be opened by Mr. J. 8. Dow. Annual meeting, 


Imstitution of Electrical Engineers. —Tuesday, May 81st. At 5 p.m. At the 
Institution, Victoria Embankment. Annual general meeting, 6.45; special 
general meeting, 6.80 p.m. Lecture on Research Work in the United 
States," by Dr. F. B. Jewett, 


Institution of Railway Signal Engineers.— Wednesday, June 1st. At the 
Midiand Grand Hotel, St. Pancras. At 3 p.m. Resumed discussion on 
* Track Circuit Nomenclature and Track Circuit Record Forms.“ 


Chemical Society.— Thursday, June 2nd. At Burlington House, W.l. At 
8 p.m, Ordinary scientifi» meeting. 

Engineers’ Club.—Thursday, June 2nd. At the Hotel Cecil, Strand. At 
1.90 p.m. General meeting of supporters. 


International Rubber Exhbib:tion.—June 3rd to June 17th. At the Royal 
Agricultural Hall, Islington. 


— — — a 


NOTES. 


Protection for X-Ray Operators. — The preliminary 
meeting of the X-Ray and Radium Protection Committee has been 
held. The Committee is composed of radiologists, physicists, 
pathologists, and others nominated by the Electrotherapeutic 
Section of the Royal Society of Medicine, the British Association 
for the Advancement of Radiology and Physiotherapy, the Institute 
of Physics, the Röntgen Society, and the National Physical 
Laboratory, and ie under the chairmanship of Sir Humphry 
Rolleston. The intention of the Committee is to issue very shortly 
a considered statement as to the urgency of affording adequate 
protection to the worker, indicating the best means whereby it 
may be carried out. For this purpose a sub-committee has been 
appointed. It is the Committee's further intention to collect data 
bearing on the effect of irradiation, with particular reference to 

ion ; to carry out special research, if necessary ; to act in a 
consultative and, possibly, advisory capacity, and to publish from 
jen to time such reports as are considered necessary.— Morning 

ost. 


Women Engineers.—The Hon. Lady Parsons presided on 
May 20th at the general meeting of the Women’s Engineering 
Society. It was stated that the industrial upheavals and conse- 
quent depression in trade had not been particularly favourable to 
the efforts of women to gain a firmer foothold in the engineering 
world. The most significant sign of the progress made was that 
practically all the engineering institutions had decided to admit 
women to membership, provided that they had the necessary 
qualifications. An increasing number of women were taking an 
active part in the control of engineering works, and another 
interesting development had been the formation by members of the 
society of a small engineering oompany.— Morning Post. 


Post Office Managed by Workers,—The annual con- 
ference of the Union of Post Office Workers concluded at Edin- 
burgh on May 13th. A resolution moved by the executive proposed 
to add to the objects of the Union “the organisation of Post Office 
workers into one comprehensive industrial Union, with a view tothe 
service being conducted and managed as a national guild." Mr. 
Larsen, who moved it on behalf of the executive, said that when all 
grades of postal workers were in one Union, they would go to the 
community and say: We will take on this job and provide a postal 
. service, running it on democratic lines with the primary object, 
not of making a profit, but of meeting the needs of the community." 
The resolution was carried by a very large majority.— The Times. 


Mme. Cnrie's Gift of Nadlum.— Mme. Curie was pre- 
sented, on May 20th, with one gramme of the preoious metal 
(about zu oz), worth £20,000, by the women of the United 
States. The presentation took place at the White House, in the 
presence of President and Mrs. Harding, Mme. Jusserand, the wife 
of the French Ambassador, and Princess Lubomireki, the wife of 
the Polish Minister. Mme. Curie was accompanied by her two 
daughters. “We welcome you as an adopted daughter of France, 
our earliest supporter among the great nations," said the President 
in making the presentation. “We greet you as foremost among 
scientists in the age of science, as leader among women in the 
generation which sees woman come tardily into her own." —2Daily 
Mail. 


Carnegie Funds Awards to Scientists, — The committee 
of the Carnegie Foundation met on May 21st at Paris, under the 
presidency of M. Emile Loubet, the former President, and made the 
following awards :— 

Gold medal to Dr. Infroit, who has had several fingers ampu- 
tated as the result of disease contracted in the course of his X-ray 
experiments, 

Gold medal and £2,000 to M. Vaillant, head of the X-ray labora- 
tory at the Saltpetriere Hospital, who has continued his work in 
spite of losing hia left arm. 

Gold medal to the late Dr. Leray, who died on March 26th from 
burns contracted during his work on radiology.— Sunday Pictorial. 


Finsbury Old Students’ Assoclation.— In connection with 
the recently formed Manchester Section of the Finebury Technical 
College Old Students' Association, a smoking concert was held at 
the Grand Hotel on April 29th. Those members who were 
fortunate enough to be present were treated to an excellent pro- 
gramme, and altogether a most enjoyable evening was spent. 
Although the memberehip is graiually increasing, it is felt that it 
should do so much more rapidly, and to this end any old students 
desirous of joining the Section are asked to write to the Local 
Honorary Secretary, Mr. H.IF. Coucher, 9, Cartright Road, Ohorlton- 
cum-Hardy, or to Mr. Eustace Thomas. 


Appointments Vacant.— Lecturer in elcctrical science, 
including electrical engineering science (£309- 2350), demonatrator 
and laboratory assistant, mechanical engineering (8200-8250), for 
the Birkenhead Education Commit! e»; e.h p. plumber. jointer(106s.), 
for the Newport Borough Council Electricity Department ; eleotrical 
engineer and manager, for the Wallasey Corporatiou. See our 
advertisement pages to-day. 


Educatlonal.— FINSBURT TECHNICAL COLLEGE, Leonard 
Street, City Road, E.C.—Prof. W. H. Ecoles, F.R.S., Dean for the 
session 1921-22. The entrance examination for the forthcoming 
session will be held on September 20th. Applications for admission 
should be forwarded to the College by September 15th on forms to 
be obtained from the Registrar, Leonard Street, E C. For further 
particulars see our advertisement pages to-day. 


Electrical Trades Benevolent Iustitution.— We have 
received a publication embodying the report of the Committee for 
the year 1920, a report of the annual general meeting, a report of 
the annual festival held on December 15th, 1920, a list of governors, 
members, subscribers, and donors, and the rules of the Institution. 


An Electricity Advisory Committee.— To enable a closer 
link to be formed between the Liverpool University and the elec- 
trical engineering in the district, there has recently been appointed 
an advisory committee by the Fasulty of Engineering to advise it 
as to the best course of training for prospective electrical engineers. 
The oommittee has just held its first meeting, and in addition to 
the professors of the Department of Electrical Engineering and the 
Engineering Faculty, there were also present Mr. H. Dickinson, 
Liverpool city electrical engineer; Mr. A. P. M. Fleming, C. B. E., 
of the Metropolitan- Vickers Co. ; Mr. R. D. Livingstone, of the 
English Electric Oo., Preston; Mr. B. Welbourn, of the British 
Insulated and Helsby Cables, Ltd. ; Mr. H. H. Harrison, of the Auto- 
matic Telephone Co., and others. 


A New Photo-Electric Cell.— The report of the spring 
meeting of the American E ect:ochemical Society, appearing in 
Chemical and Metallurgical Engineering, states that B. S. Cushman, 
of Auburn, N.Y., presented a highly interesting paper. by T. W. 
Case, on a photo-electric effect in audion bulbs of the oxide-coated 
filament types. Mr. Case reported that he had been able continuously 
to record daylight intensity for several months past. The 
photo-eleotric effect on barium and strontium filaments in audion 
bulbs furnishes a current of 100 to 150 mioro-A, which actuates an 
automatic recorder. Mr. Cushman showed two strontium cells, 
and reproduced on the screen a number of daylight records which 
had been automatically registered by a Leeds & Northrap potentio- 
meter. One of the cells had almost the same sensitivity as that of 
the human eye to light. The barium cells are sensitive to the 
longer rays, the strontium oells to the shorter rays. 


Vegetable Electricity.— The inaugural lecture of a series 
ofeight on " Experimental Studies in Vegetable Physiology and 
Vegetable Electricity " was delivered by Dr. A. D. Waller, assisted 
by Mr. J. C. Waller, at the University of London, on May 18th. 
A distinot analogy, said the lecturer, existed between animal and 
vegetable electricity. He connected a plant by two electrons (sic) 
to a keyboard, snbmitted it to electrical excitation, and obtained an 
electrical response. The response of the plant was always in the 
same direction. The plant was next electrocuted without being 
destroyed. The lecturer said it would take two hours for the plant 
to recover.— Morning Post, 
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Report on the Metric System.— In September last we 
reviewed the report issued by the Metric Committee appointed by 
the Conjoint Board of Scientific Societies, and pointed out that the 
report had not been adopted by the Cop joint Board, but was iesaed 
so'ely on the authority of the Committee. 

Recently we have received from the secretary to the Committee 
a Brief Accouat of the Report,” written by him, and “approved 
by the chairman for the information of the Press,“ bu“ nos sub- 
mitted to the Metric Committee. This abstract ie a fair one and 
we take no exception to its composition ; but we do protest against 
its issue at this time, eight months after the issue of the report, as 
a result of which it has b:en dealt with in many periodicals as 
thou zh it related to a recent report, an impression which is assisted 
by a covering note which refers to the report.. communicated 
to you some little time ago. Eight months is not a little time,” 
and whatever the object of the communication, its issue now has 
the air of an attempt to secure fresh publicity for ‘a document 
which, even in the first instance, was not approved by the Board. 


Service Notes,— Commissioned Electrician J. B. Clough 
has been posted to the battle cru'ser //vod, from the 
17th inst. Commissioned Electr:cian T. R. Brotheridge joins the 
Defiance from the battle cruiser //ood. Warrant Electrician J. H. 
Whittaker has been appointed to // M.S. Vernon, for duty with the 
Royal Navy Torpedo Factory, Greenock. On recommieaioning, 
Warrant Electrician W. H. Smallwcod has been appointed to the 
battleship Con ueror. Lieutenant R. Sharp, O. B. E, and Lieutenant 
E. H. E. Woodward, M. C., Tyne Electrical Engineers, have been 
appointed temporary ca»tains, from the 12th and 17th ult. 
respectively, in the Defence Force. 


INSTITUTION NOTES. 


lastitutlen of Electrical Engineers. — VISIT or DutcH 
ENGINEERS. Under the auspices of the Institution, a party 
of Dutch electrical engineers is on a visit to this coantry. 
The visitors, who are representative of Governmental, muni- 
cipal, and commercial activities, are Messrs. J. G Bellaas Spruty, 
G. J. F. Bakker, and C. Noone (respectively president, secretary. 
and second secretary of the Association of Managers of 
Dutch Eiectricity Undertakings), and Messre. E van D. jk, E. B. 
van Doesburgh, H. Lohr, J. C. van Staveren, W. Lulofs, and A. B. 
van Hamel. A very full programme was arranged. On May 22nd 
the party arrived, and was conducted to the H. tel Cecil, and in the 
afternoon the visitors went up.river to Tazg's Island and Wey- 
bridge. On May 23rd visits were paid to tne I.E.E. Building, St. 
Stephen's Club, and Henley. Oxford, Eltiagton Park, and Hereford 
were the itinerary on the 21th. The next day (25th) the places 
seen were Shrewsbury and Manchester; and on the 26th various 
Manchester works were visited, and the day concluded with a 
dinner given by the municipality. Toe party returrs to London 
to-day, leaving for Holland to morrow morning. 


lacorporated Municipal Electrical Association. —The President 
and Council have very carefully considered the possibility of 
holding the Convention in Dundee and neighbourhood, from Jane 
13th to 17th next, and have reluctant!y come to the conclusion 
that, in view of the conditions prevailing, they have no other 
course open but to cancel the Convention for this year. The 
annual general mesting will b» held in London on July 22nd, and 
in order that members may have an opportunity of meeting one 
another, the Council proposes to hold the annual dinner (to which 
ladies are invited) on the previous evening. 


Institute of Metals.—In connection with the annual autumn 
meeting to be beld in Birmingham from September 20th to 23rd, 
a Reception Committee has been formed under the presiden^y of 
Sir Gerard Muntz. Bart, and an attractive progzramme has been 
arranged. This includes a garden party and motor excursion to 
Warwick, Kenilworth, and S:rat fo:d- on- Avon. 


The Röntgen Soclety.— At the general meeting of the Society on 
May 19th, Madim2 Curie, of Paris, was elected an hon. member, 
aod the fourth Silvanus P. Thompson memorial lecture was 
delivered by Prof. A. V. Hill, F.R S., of Manchester Univeraity, 
who took as his subject E eotrica! Instruments aud Phenomena 
in Physiology.” The annual general meeting of the Society will 
be held on June 16th. and the Soc'ety's exhibition will be held at 
the Royal Paotozraphic Society during the whole of Jane, 1921, 
It is hoped that a set of prints of outstanding interest will be con- 
tributed, ani the Council expresses the wish that members will do 
their best to support it and make the exhibition an unqualifi:d 
succes“, The President, Dr. Robert Knox. offers silver and bronze 
plaques for the best and second-best collection of four prints, the 
work of an a'Bistant employed at a hospital or working for a 
qualified rajiotoziet. This tection will be open to workers whether 
members of the Röntgen Sosziety or not. The President of the 
Royal Photographic Scc'ety haa consented to judge the entries in 
this section and his awards will be final. 

Royal Institution.—The Friday evening lecture on June 10th 
will be delivered by Dr. A. G. Webster, on Absolu’'e Measure- 
ments of Sound." An extra discourse will be given on June 17th 
by Sir J. J. Thomson, on Chemical Combination and the Structure 
of the Molecule." 

Wireless Socletles.— The Wandsworth Wireless Society has just 
been formed, with headquarters at the Wandsworth Technical 


Institute, tbe Governors of which have offered the use of the 
physics laboratory for the work of the Society. Mr. F. V. Copper 
wheat, 9, Birdhurst Road, Wandawortb, has been elected eecretary, 
and a general meeting of the Society was to bə held at head. 
quarters this evening (May 27th) when Mr. D. N. Griffiths, B.Sc, 
A.M.I M.E., was to preside. 


OUR PERSONAL COLUMN. 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
technical or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements, 


Hammer: mith Borough Council Salaries and Wages Committee 
has had under consideration the recommendation of the Electricity 
Committee on the subject of increasing the salary of the borough 
electrical engineer, MR. G. G. BELL. In 1919 the Council approved 
the application of the formula of the A.M.E.E. (Greater London) 
with regard to his remuneration, which yielded approximately 
£1,200 per annum: at present it is slightly below this amount. 
Having regard to the growth of the undertaking sinoe the electrical 
engineer's salary was last revised, the tchemes which the Council 
adopted for the extension of the generating plant and mains with- 
out the assistance of a consulting engineer, and the reduction in 
generating costs effected by the use of powdered fuel (which 
reductions will be increased as the plant is extended), the Elec- 
tricity Committee is of opinion that the basic salary in the formuls 
should be increased from £750 to £900, the rest of the formula to 
be applicd as at present, subject to the provision that the total 
remuneration shall not exceed £1,500 per annum without the 
position being further reviewed. By this variation, the present 
ealary would be fixed at approximately £1,330 per annum. The 
Salaries and Wages Committee recommends that the remuneration 
should be increased as proposed. 

At the conference of the E'ectrical Trades Union, at Blackpool, 
on Saturday, a gold watch was presented to Mr. J. W. BALL, of 
Manchester, by Mr. Humphries, of London, in recognition of 20 
years’ service to the Union. The conference decidel agains: 
affiliation with the Third International. 

Hammersmith Borough Council Electricity Committee bu 
appointed MR. C. E. Acock to the position of engineer. in-charge, 
and Mr. F. V. JORDAN assistant mains engineer. The total 
number of applications were 68 and 39 respectively. Mr. Acock 
has since intimsted his inability to accept the appointment. 

Mr. CYRIL MORGAN, late of the Newport Corporation electrical 
staff. has gone to Madras to take up an appointment. 

MR A. E. VAL Davies has resigned his position as assistant city 
electrical engineer to the Cape Town Municipal Council, and bas 
been appointed consulting electrical engineer to the Pretoria 
Portland Cement Co. 

Mr. A. S. BENNI, vice-chairman of M. ssrs. Ercole Marelli & Co, 
S.A.I. Milan, and a director of Messrs. Ercole Marelli & Co., 
L'd., London, was returned Member for Milan (Na'ional Party), at 
the recent General Election in Italy. 

MB. JAMES M. WAKEMAN haa resigned the position of general 
manager of the Society for Electrical Development, Inc. (U S. A.). 
Mr. WILLIAM L. GOODWIN, assistant to the President, is taking 
over the duties. 

Ma. HARRY HUGHES, electrician at the Fochriw Colliery, was 
married at Rhymney, South Wales, on May 17th, to Miss Mary 
Tyler. 

The Tim:s announces that DR. J. RUSSELL REYNOLDS has been 
appointed radiologist at Charing Cross Hospital, in succession to 
Dr. Ironside Bruce, who died a month ago as the result of oon- 
tinuel exposure to high power X-rays. 

Obituary.—Mr. A. R. CoNNAL.—We regret to record the death 
which occurred at his residence at Shortlands, Kent, on Satu:day 
lass, of Mr. Allan Ramsay Connal, A.M.LE.E. The deceased 
gent'eman, who was 41 years of age, was London manager and 
engineer of Messrs. Johnson & Phillipe, Ltd. The funcra! took 
place yestercay at Highgate Cemetery. 

Mh. R. RoBzRTs0N. —Mr. Robert Robertson, commercial manager 
of the Clyde Valley Electrical Power Co., died suddenly at his 
residence, Llangsernie, Prestwick, Ayrshire, on Thursday last week, 
from heart failure. Mr. Robertson, who was well known and 
greatly eateemed in commercial circles, was only 47 yeara of age. 

Mr. H. GuN.— The death took place on May 14th of Mr. Henry 
Gun, a former Mayor of Okehampton, who for many years carried 
on the business now conducted by Messrs. B'atchford, electrical 
engineers. He was 75 years of age. 

Dh. E. B. Rcsa.— The Times announces the death of Dr. Edward B. 
Resa, chief physicist at the Bureau of Standards, Washington, 
U.S.A., on May 17th. One of America's leading sc'entists he was 
known to scientifia men in England from his attendance at 
meetings of the British Association, ani by his numerous publica- 
tions on electrical investigations. He had been secretary of the 
International Scientific As ociation. 

SIR JAMES PENDER.— We regret to record the death, in bis £0tb 
year, of Sir James Pender, eldest son of the late Sir John Pender. 
one of the pioneers of submarine telegraphy. Sir James was8 
director of the Telegraph Construction and Maintenance Co, Ltd., 
the Globe Telegraph and Trust Co., Ltd, the Direct United States 
Cab'e Co, Ltd, the Elestric Construction Co., Ltd., and other 
undertakings. 

Mr. P. D. HoLLINGS —The Times records the death, at Woking. st 
the age of 35 years, cf Mr. Percival D. Hollings, a well-knows 
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chemist, who rendered great service to the Government during the 
war. A talented linguist, he went to Russia in 1913 to organise the 
works of Leitner's Electrical Co., at Moscow, and in 1915 was 
appointed superintendent of train-lighting on the Great Western 
Railway. Atthetime of his death he was acting as manager of 
Accumulators of Woking, Ltd.” 

Mr. A. SPARK.—Mr. Alexander Spark, electrical engineer and 
scientific instrument make:, at Aberdeen, passed away on 18th inst., 
at the age of 73 years. He had been in business on his own account 
at Aberdeen 8ince 1871. 

Mr. CHARLES LOUIS OECHSNER.—Mr. Oechsner, to whose decease 
we referrel briefly last week, was a man of genial personality, which 
made for him a large circle of friends in the engineering world. 
He was 55 years of age, having b:en born in 1856, at New Orleans, 
La, US A. He had been associated with various activities of the 
British Thomson-Houston Co. since 1883, joining the London staff 
in 1899, and the Rugby staff in 1901, He will be greatly missed, 
not only by his many friends in the B.T.H. organisation, but by 
those who krew him during his long association with the 
company. The funeral tcok place at Bournemouth, on Thursday, 
May 19th. 

The death occurred at Tcedegar, on Sunday, of MR. JAMES 
PHILLIPS, for many years assistant chief electrician to the 
Tredegar [ron and Ccal Co. 

Will.—The late MR E. R. SHELDON, of Cowans, Sheldon & Co., 
Ltd., of Carlisle, left £100,797 gross, and £89,960 net persona:ty. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


British Scott Telecator Co., Ltd. (174,725).— Private 

company. Registered May 17th. Capital, £25,000 in 22,000 10 per cent. 
cumulative shares of £1 and 50,000 ordinary shares of Is. cach. To acquire 
a certain invention relating to an apparatus known as the telecator for 
indicating and locating defects in the working of internal combustion engines, 
and to carry on the business of manufacturers of or dealers in motor vehicles 
and conveyarsces of all kinds, &c. The permanent directors are: W. T. 
Parez, “ Up wood.“ Haywards Heath; A. J. Barber, 16, Eldon Street, E.C.2; 
Qualification 4100. Secretary: A. J. Barber. Solicitor: P. W. Butcher, 13, 
Bouverie Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 4. Registered office: 16, Eldon Street, 
E.C. 2. : 
Flash Gun, Ltd. (11,727).—Private company. Registered 
in Edinburgh May 17th. Capital, £2,000 in £l shares. To carry on the 
business of electricians, mechanical engineers, toy makers, electric gun, 
rifle, revolver and pistol makers, &c. The first directors are: W. G. Paterson, 
37, Garnethill Street, Glasgow, engineer; G. A. Rannie, 39, Smith Street, 
Hillhead, Glasgow, mining agent; C. Kirkwood, 61, West Regent Street, 
Glasgow; J. G. Aitchison, 1732, Shottleston Road, Shottleston, Glasgow; R. 
Carswill, 204, St. Vincent Street, Glasgow. Secretary: R. Carswell. Re- 
gistered ofice: 204, St. Vincent Street, Glasgow. 


Allan & Magowan, Ltd. (11. 725).— Private company. Re- 
gistered in Edinburgh May 16th. Capital, £15,000 in £l shares. To take 
over the business of power engineers and contractors carried on by A. XI. 
Allan, W. J. Magowan, A. Forrest, and J.. A. Barr as '* Allan & Magowan ” 
at 288-292, Shields Road, Glasgow, and elsewhere. The first directors are: 
A. M. Allan, 288-232, Shields Road, Glasgow, power engineer and con- 
tractor; W. J. Magowan, 288-292, Shields Road, Glasgow, power engineer 
and contractor; A. Forrest, 285-292, Shields Road, Glasgow, power enpincer 
and contractor; J. A. Barr, 258-202, Shields Road, Glasgow, power engineer 
and coatractor. Solicitor: W. G. Shaw, 97, Wellington Street, Glasgow. 


Yonldon & Keeling, Ltd. (174,576).— Private company. 
Registered May Sth. Capital, £600 in £1 shares. To carry on the business of 
general engineers, motor and dynamo manufacturers, scientific instrument 
makers, &c. The first directors are: C. A. Youldun, 240, Camden Street, 
J. W.; T. H. J. Keling, St. Cuthbert’s, Salters Hill, Upper Norwood, S.E.19. 
Registered office: 26-31, Eyre Street Hill, Clerkenwell Road, E.C. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES, 


Worcester Electric Traction Co., Ltd.—Satisfaction in full 
01 April 20th, 1921, of mortgage dated February 12th, 1914, securing £1,000. 


High Temperature Generators (1918), Ltd.—Debenture 
dated April 28th, 1921, to secure £5,000, charged on the company's under- 
taking and property, present and future, including uncalled capital. Holders: 
J. H. S. Hanning, 3, Copthall Buildings, E.C., and others. 


Scarborough Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Mortgage on cer- 
tain premises in Scarborough and company’s undertaking and property, in- 
cluding uncalled capital dated April 29th, 1921, to secure all moneys due 
d to become due from company to London County Westminster & Parrs 
ank. 


Milford-on-Sea Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Particulars of 
£400 debentures authorised March 29th, 1921, whole amount issued. Charged 
on the company's property, present and future. 


Anglo-Mexican Electric Co., Ltd.—Satisfaction in full on 
March 15th, 1921, of trust deed dated March 2nd, 1906, securing £300,000. 


Lancashire United Tramways, Ltd.—Trust deed dated 
April 26th, 1921 (supplemental to trust deed dated April 27th, 1906, securing 
£500,000 debenture stock), charged on a mortgage for £145,517 7s. granted 
by South Lancashire Tramways Co. to trustees in lieu of certain land and 
premises in Hindley and Atherton, Lanes. Trustees: Rt. Hon. Viscount St. 
Davids and M. B. Snell, 5, Copthall Buildings, E.C. 


Tutbury Engineering Co., Ltd.—Satisfaction to the extent 
of £1,000 on February llth, and £1.000 on February 22nd, 1921, of debentures 
dated July Ist, 1915, securing £2,000. 


Thermal Syndicate, Ltd. First mortgage debenture dated 
April 21st, 1921, to secure £20,000 charged on the company's undertaking 
and property, present and future, including uncalled capital. Holders: J. J. 
Garnett and W. D. Forster, Collingwood Street, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


Franklin Engineering Co., Ltd.—Further charge dated 
April 25th, 1921, to secure £3,000, and debentures of even date (as collateral 
security) to secure £8,000 (both -dditionai securities for mortgage dated 
October 21st, 1920, securing £5.000). Charged on Royal Oak Inn, Canton, 
Cardiff, and the company's undertaking and property. present and future, 
including uncalled capital. Holder: P. Evans, Holme Tower, Penarth. 


T. Beadle & Co., Ltd.—Mortgage dated May 2nd, 1921, 
to secure £1,000, charged on 3, $, and 5, Castle Street, and Boyes Yard, 
Castle Street, Hull. Holders: Di. L. Carrol, Butler House, Barkerend 
Road, Bradford, and others. 


Northampton Electric Light and Power Co., Ltd.—Issue 
on April 20th, of £28,554, on April 30th, of £490, and on May 2nd, 1921, 
of £700 second debenture stuck, parts of a series already registered. 


Kensington & Knightsbridge Electric Lighting Co., Ltd. 
(26,103). — Return dated March Uist, 1921. Capital, £650,000 in £2 shares 
(90,000 ordinary, 10,000 first preference, and 10,000 second. preference), 21,000 
ordinary, 10,00) first preference, and 10,000. second preference shares taken 
up. £173,840 paid. £25,169 considered as paid. Mortgages and charges, 
£140,000; „ guaranteed. jointly bz this company and the Notting Hill 
Electric Lighting Co.. Ltd., under the Kensington & Notting Hill Electric 
Lighting Co.'s Act, 1899; £225,000. 


Lancashire United Tramways, Ltd. (87,014).—Return 
dated March 15th, 1921. Capital, £200,000 in £1 shares. 192,878 shares 
taken up. £7 paid. — £L.B71| considered as paid. Mortgages and charges, 
£546.00. Deferred stock issued having no charge over company's assets, 
£83,330. Nork.—A further £20,000 of this stock has been deposited as 
security for possible advances.) 


Oxford Electric Co., Ltd. (31,635).— Return dated 
March 21st, 1921. Capital, £175,000 in 20,000 ordinary and 15,000 preference 
shares of £5 cach. 20,000 ordinary and 11.000 preference shares taken up. 
£122,500 paid on 13,200 ordinary and 11,000 preference, including £1.550 
paid on 310 ordinary shares forfeited, £34,000 considered as paid on 6,800 
ordinary. Mortgages and charges, £75,000. 


Para Electric Railways & Lighting Co., Ltd. (85,368).— 
Return dated March 25th, 1921. Capital, £780,000 in £1 shares (390,000 prefer- 
ence and 330.000 ordinary). 325,000 preference and 390,000 ordinary shares 
taken up. 425.040 paid. £689,960 considered as paid. Mortgages and 
charges, £618,016. 


CITY NOTES. 


Mr. G. Mure Ritchie presided on Mondav 
at the annual meeting of this company. He 
dealt at some length with the balance sheet 
items, and pointed out that, while the total 
assets amounted to £3,552.341, the total liabilities, other than 
share capital, were only £1.561.272, leaving a balance of assets 
of £1,991,069 to represent the share capital of £1,259.062. The 
profit and loss account showed a net profit of £253.954, as 
compared with £211,209 in 1919. With the amount brought 
forward, £315,776, there was a balance of £569,030 available 
for appropriation. Already an interim dividend of 5 per cent.. 
free of tax, had been paid, and £30,000 had been transferred 
to special surplus fund. A final dividend of 1s. per share. 
free of tax, making 10 per cent. for the year, was recom- 
mended, leaving £435,218 to be carried forward. With regard 
to the proposed increase of capital and bonus distribution, the 
whole of the authorised capital, £1,500.000 was issued and 
fully paid up. Any addition to the ordinary share capital 
was to be avoided if the company could issue new capital on 
another basis. The creation of £1.000.000 of 10 per cent. 
preference shares would place at the disposal of the board 
capital powers for future requirements. In a progressive and 
prosperous business the necessitv for additional capital re- 
curred, and it should be provided, in order to expand opera- 
tions and augment profits. It seemed right to the directors 
before admitting new shareholders to a participation in the 
capital of the concern. to distribute amon« existing share- 
holders a portion of the surplus assets so that they and the 
newcomers would stand on something approaching an equal 
footing. The preference shares proposed to be created would 
rank for dividend as from July next. and would be allotted 
to existing shareholders in the proportion of one new pre- 
ference share for every five ordinarv shares held. He wished 
to make it clear that the bonus distribution did not trench 
upon the company's varions reserve funds, which amounted 
to over £212,000. As to the trade position. the total value 
of orders received in 1920 amounted to £4.025.685, against 
£2,834.712 in 1919. The company was fortunate in having 
a world-wide reputation and far-reaching trade connections 
in Britain and her overseas dominions, and in foreign coun- 
tries. The variety of their more important manufactures 
was such that. as in 19?0, if orders fell off in some lines. they 
increased in others, so that on balance the business and nrofits 
had grown in the vear. He was glad to sav that, while last 
vear was substantially hetter than 1919. the directors exnected 
1991 to be better than 1920, and no difficulty was anticipated 
in maintaining for 1921 the 10 per cent.. free cf tax. ordinary 
distribution. Of the more remote future, he could not be 
expected to nrophesy. but he had everv confidence that on 
the whole Siemens Bros. would continue to expand and 
nrosner. Speaking of the various departments of the business, 
he first referred to cables. Durine the year this department 
had been fully occupied. particularly the submarine telegraph 
section, and those dealing with underground super-pressure 
power mains and trunk telegraph lines. With regard to 
submarine cable, which had heen made at Woolwich for more 
than half a century, the output in 1920 was greater than 
in 1919. During the year submarine telegranh and telephone 
cables were made for use in many parts of the world, and 
in the Atlantie and Pacific Oceans, the Mediterranean, the 
Red Sea, the Baltic. the Sea of Janan, and along the coasts 
of Chile and Peru their manufactures were plaving an im- 
portant part in communications, In underground telephors 
cables the demand for the paper-insulated type had increased. 


Siemens Bros. 
and Co., Ltd. 
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and the factory had been fully occupied. The export business 
in loop cables had also increased. The volume cof business 
in the apparatus department in 1920 was much greater than 
in 1919. Close co-operation had been effected with the asso- 
ciated firm ot Elliott Bros., whose reputation for certain highly 
specialised. lines was world-wide. Business in telephone 
exchange apparatus, both automatic and manual, had 
also grown satisfactorily. For manual exchanges contracts 
for no less than 14 were obtained during the year from the 
British Post Othce. Four public exchanges were put into 
satisfactory operation, others were being installed, and the 
remainder were in an advanced state in the workshops. 
lhere was & marked rise in the orders for land-lines in 1920, 
and with the reduced prices now prevailing a further increase 
might be expected, as land-lines had developed inadequately 
during the past few years. In raw materials there had been 
large fluctuations in prices. At the beginning of the year 
these prices were on the up grade, but later fell rapidly. No 
loss was anticipated. on purchases of material or stocks in 
hand. The ditticulties of manufacture were accentuated by 
numerous industrial disputes. Every industry was so de- 
pendent on others that a disturbance of normal conditions in 
one was felt in all others; than which no more calamitous 
illustration had ever been experienced than the present coal 
strike. To compete in the world's markets, raw materials 
must be obtained at reasonable prices. For a long time these 
prices had been exorbitant, due chiefly to the excessive 
price of coal, in itself due in the main to the extravagant 
wages pald to the miners. Coal was the base of practically 
all British industry, and the evil of the exalted price of fuel 
swept through every branch of industry. The chairman then 
moved the adoption of the accounts, which was seconded by 
Lord Queenborough, and carried. 

Subsequently an extraordinary general meeting was held, 
at which it was agreed to increase the capital by £1,000,000 
by the creation of a million 10 per cent. cumulative preference 
shares of £1 each. Resolutions were also passed respecting 
an alteration in the articles of association. 


The annual meeting was held on May 

British Thomson: 18th at 83, Cannon Street, E.C. Mr. H. C. 
Houston Levis, who presided, in alluding to the 
Co., Ltd. fact that the company had completed the 
first quarter century of its existence, said 

that for many years its growth was very slow, because of the 
depressed state of the electrical business in this country, and 
the competition. which. existed, due not only to the fact 
that there was no restriction of imports, but also because 
the manufacturing facilities in the country, when taken in 
conjunction with the nnports, largely exceeded the demand. 
About 1912, however. matters commenced to improve, and 
that improvement had been steadily maintained up to nearly 
the end of the year under review, when a reaction began. 
Notwithstanding that falling off, the year, as a whole, was 
a record one, and as a result, the volume of orders on hand 
on January Ist, 1921, was larger even than on January Ist, 
1920, particularly in heavy plant. The depression which 
began towards the end of last vear had continued so far 
during the present year. It was to be hoped that the present 
industrial conditions would be so settled in the near future 
that a revival of trade would take place, and he could not 
help feeling that such a revival would take place soon after 
the present strikes were settled, for the reason that the 
number of important inquiries they were receiving was large, 
and it was to be assumed that those making the inquiries 
contemplated making purchases. It must also be remembered 
that there was a great shortage of electrical machinery which 
must be made up when prospective purchasers were m a 
better position to finance their requirements. The issues of 
shares which he mentioned a year ago had been substantially 
completed, with the result that the company had outstanding 
on December 31st last 2,000.000 ordinary shares of the par 
value of £1 each, and 1,500,000 cumulative preference shares, 
of a like par value, making the total shares issued 43.500.000. 
The proceeds were used to liquidate debts, and for other 
purposes of the S ME The debenture stock outstanding 
amounted to £159,205: £5,300 was retired annually by draw- 
ings at 105. The 1 amount redeemed from the date of 
issue was £59,705. The loss in exchange. in connection with 
the amount owing to the International General Electric Co. 
of New York was almost entirely settled prior to the last 
annual meeting. and the exchange on the balance of the debt 
had been ro adjusted that no further loss was likelv to be 
incurred. During the year there was expended on factories 
the large sum of £595,000. That included payment for the 
factory at Birmingham, which, although purchased in 1919, 
did not come into their possession until the middle of 1920; 
also certain additions at. their. Willesden factory which had 
considerably increased their manufacturing facilities there. 
Also further work on the important additions to their Rugby 
factory, and finally, in connection with new works now 
being constructed at Chesterfield. Building progress, par- 
ticularly on the extensions at Rugby, had been painfully 
slow, due to causes beyond their control, and the relief thev 
anticipated. particularly in relation to the manufacture of 
heavy plant, had not been fullv realised. The total floor 
space of the various plants of the company amounted to 
about 1,650.000 square feet. The number of employés at 
December 3lst last was over 9,000. The profits for the year, 


after deducting all expenses and charges, other than interest 
on debentures and loans, and after making provision for 
estimated war taxation for 1920, were 44/0, 170, which showed 
an increase of nearly £60,000 over 1919. That was realised 
because of the fact that the amount of untilled orders on 
their books at January Ist, 1920, was, up to that time, the 
largest in the history of the company, and further, that 
the volume of orders received during the year formed u new 
record. ‘Lo that amount of profit must be added the amount 
brought forward from the previous year. Including 4205. 431 
brought forward, they had the total £678,901 to be dealt 
with. From that there had to be deducted interest on 
debentures and loans £179,990; the plant account had been 
depreciated by £060,000, and a reserve of £150,000 had been 
made in connection with inventories, &c., leaving to be 
carried to the balance sheet £253,910. That was subject to 
adjustment of the reserves made for excess profits duty for 
1918, 1919, and 1920, and it was believed that those reserves 
were ample. Out of that amount it was proposed to pay 
dividends aggregating £63,019, and to carry to the new account 
£225,901, which was about £17,000 more than was carried 
forward last year. Many of their employés having from 
time to time expressed a desire to become financially interested 
in the compuny, the directors had arranged to offer to them 
savings certificates in multiples of £10, bearing interest at 
the rate of 7 per cent. per annum, free of income tax, up 
to 6s. in the £, and with a right of participation in the 
earnings of the company under certain conditions. They were 
to be paid for on an instalment plan, which would spread 
the payments over & period of nearly two years. At anv 
time an employé could apply for repayment, and, on the 
other hand, the company could pay off the certificates. They 
were personal to the employé, and not negotiable or assign- 
able. Later on, the company might decide to offer some of 
its shares to its employés on a deferred-payment basis, but 
for the present it was felt that those certificates, with a fixed 
and attractive rate of interest, and with participating privi- 
leges, would answer the purpose, and prove to be a sound 
and attractive savings investment. In conclusion, the chair- 
man bore testimony to the eflicient and loyal work done by 
all of the company's employes. 

Lord Carmichael seconded the motion, which was carried 


A Mr. H. Kahn presided at the annual 
West London & meeting, held at 14, Ironmonger Lane. 
Provincial E.C., on May 18th. He said that the 
Electric Supply increase of £321 in the balance was chiefly 
Co., Ltd. owing to the fact that the dividend of 8 
: per cent. on the shares in the Chiswick Co. 
was J per cent. over that of the preceding year. They had 
45,202 for distribution, and were paying the dividend on 
the cumulative preference shares at 6 per cent. for 1920, and 
arrears of interest on the funding certificates for 1917. 1918. 
and 1919, and the interest on the funding certificates for 
1920, and carrying forward £230. As foretold last year, they 
had now cleared off the arrears of interest on the funding 
certificates. ‘The results both at Chiswick and at Aberystwyth 
had shown improvement, and the number of consumers was 
steadily increasing. At Aberystwyth they had also made a 
profit of over £1,900 on installation work. There the sale 
of current was up by £8,131 to £38,817. The speaker re- 
viewed the accounts in some detail. He thought the results, 
would be considered quite satisfactory, but at the risk of 
being considered & pessimist, he would express the opinion 
that the year 1921 would not prove so good for the Chiswick 
Electricity Supply Corporation, Ltd., as the year just reviewed. 
During the first quarter of 1921 the cost of fuel had gone 
up enormously, wages had also increased, and as to what the 
future might bring in regard to the coal position it was 
impossible to foretell. Luckily, the Chiswick company was 
not entirely dependent on coal for the generation of its 
current either at Chiswick or at Aberystwyth, and that was 
the only bright feature at the present moment. 


Prospectuses.—Metropolitan Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—The 
list was originally intended to close to-morrow in an issue of 
£500.00 74 per cent. extension debenture stock 1921 at 95 per 
cent. It is required to meet the cost of installing plant 
at the company's main generating station at Willesden to 
the extent of 90,000 kW, thereby increasing the plant in- 
stalled to 40.000 kW, together with the necessary boilers and 
auxiliary plant. and of trunk mains to link up with the 
generating station at Uxbridge, in order to provide for the 
large and growing demand for power and light, particularly 
in the company's western area of supply. The list was actually 
closed on Monday for town, but applications received from 
the country by Tuesday morning's post were considered. 

General Electric Co. td.—The underwriting was com- 
pleted some davs ago of an issue of £3,500,000 7 per cent. 


s at 93. 
debentures at 9 The accounta Tor the vear ended. Decem: 


Shanghai ber, 1920, show a profit of £174.637. com 
Electric pared with £154,567 in 1919. 43.779 was 
Construction brought forward. There has been put t 
Co., Ltd. reserve for renewals 410.000; to reserve 


for taxation £50.000; and to general re- 
serve £45,000. Two interim dividends, each of 6 per cent. 
have been paid. absorbing £38,400, and a final dividend 1 
8 per cent., less income tax (making 90 per cent. for the 
year) is recommended on the 32,000 shares of the origins! 
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capital, requiring £25,600. Since the date of the accounts 
the share capital has been increased to 4400, 000, and £80,000 
standing to the credit of general reserve account has been 
capitalised and applied in paying up in full 8.000 new shares 
of £10 each, which are distributabie as u bonus in the ratio 
of one new share for every four shares held. ‘The new shares 
do not rank for the final dividend, but will participate ın all 
dividends declared out of current profits. Lhe loss by ex- 
change on subsidiary coinage in 104) was £69,597, which is 
equal to 20.58 per cent. on the capital. Ihe ratio of deprecia- 
tion to gross takings increased during the year, and still 
shows an unfavourable tendency. The tratħcs and net receipts 
for the current year continue to be satisfactory. The inci- 
dence of E.P.D. came to an end, so far as this company 18 
concerned, with the period under review, and its removal will 
offset to a material extent the effect of the less favourable 
rate of silver exchange. Ihe Municipal Council has authorised 
the addition of five new trailer cars, bringing the number 
of the company's passenger vehicles to 194, made up of 90 
motors, 90 trailers, and 14 railless cars (of which seven are 
in course of construction). Negotiations with the Municipal 
Council for the extension of the trallic system under railless 
electric traction are continuing. ‘The directors have under 
consideration proposals for a provident fund for the benefit 
of the European staff in Shanghai. 


Mr. E. Garcke, presiding at the annual 
Oldham, Ashton meeting on the 25rd inst., said that the 
& Hyde Electric receipts had improved, but the expenses 
Tramway, Ltd. had increased to a much larger extent, 
i due to higher wages paid and higher 
prices of all materials. The speaker referred at some length 
to the question of the sale of the undertaking. The local 
authorities gave notice to purchase in May, 1919, but owing 
io war conditions the arbitration was considerably delayed, 
and the award was issued last September. Certain points 
had since been argued in the Courts, and the company early 
this year appealed against the decision, and the finding being 
given against them, they decided to accept it, and not to 
appeal to the House of Lords. 'The position, therefore, as 
left by the Court of Appeal, was that they were entitled to 
£132,641, plus the whole, or part, or nothing of the £2,880— 
the item referred back to the arbitrator—plus also the taxed 
costs of the arbitration, less the costs of the appeal, which 
the company had to pay; and, of course, they were entitled 
to the value of stores and sundry other assets. Now the 
local authorities had advanced a claim that inasmuch as the 
value of the undertaking which they were purchasing was 
fixed by the arbitrator as at May Ist, 1918, they were en- 
titled to some deduction from the purchase price thus fixed 
in respect of depreciation of the undertaking since May, 1918, 
regard being had to the fact that the company had had the 
benefit, and the obligations, of working the undertaking since 
that time. The purchasing authorities offered to pay the 
company £125,000 in settlement, and they said that if the 
company did not accept their offer they would pay the larger 
amount without prejudice to their claim for depreciation. 
The directors had given the matter their serious consideration, 
and on balance of all the pros and cons they were prepared 
to advise the shareholders to accept the offer of £125,000, 
but they thought it right to leave the matter to the decision 
of the shareholders. ‘The best estimate he could make at the 
moment was that there would be something like 24s. per 
share available as return of capital to the shareholders. The 
ordinary shareholders had had a regular return of about 
6 per cent. per annum since the formation of the company, 
and both they and the holders of the preference shares had 
the prospect of receiving the return of the whole of their 
capital, with an appreciable premium, which was a better 
result than was expected a few years ago. The improved 
result was entirely due to the fact that the undertaking had 
been sold at a time when prices were high. 
The meeting unanimously resolved to accept the offer of 
the purchasing authorities. 


Mr. W. J. Hill, chairman, at the annual 

Dublin & Lucan meeting of this company, said the receipts 

Electric Railway had largely increased, but the amount 

Co. shown in the accounts had been made up 

by including the Government subsidy of 

£8,000 to meet losses of working. On the expenditure side 

there was an increase of 24.4 per cent., mainly due to in- 

creased cost of labour and coal. As compared with 1913, the 

expenditure had increased by 184 per cent., while last year's 

coal bill was £3,357, as against £1,575 in 1913. The balance 

now available was £1,055, and the payment of preference 

dividend for one half-year would absorb £475, leaving £580 
to be carried forward. 

Referring to the railway settlement, Mr. Hill remarked that 
if the Government withdrew the subsidy from the company 
without making adequate arrangements for the carrying on 
of the line, the position would be that they would have to 
close down the line immediately. The recent reduction of 
wages affected the company only to the extent of £300 or 
£400 per annum, and the Transport Ministry had increased 
passenger and goods rates to an almost prohibitive figure. 
If a sum of money were to be allocated to Irish railways by 
the Government. it would be only common justice that the 
small railways should share in it entirely out of proportion 
to the share received by the large lines. dn 


-and to carry forward £2,444. 


Lancashire Dynamo & Motor Co., Ltd.—The annual re- 
port shows an increase in the net profits of £6,555, the 
ngures for the past year being 426, 492, against £19,937 for 
1919. As the directors state, this result 1s satisfactory having 
regard to labour troubles and disputes which adversely affected 
deliveries and cost of materials used. ‘Lhe final dividend 
recommended on the ordinary shares is 64 per cent., making 
10 per cent. for the year, tux free (including additional 
capital). This is the saine as for each ot the two preceding 
years, while for 1915, 1916, and 1917 124 per cent. was paid. 
It 1s proposed to transter £10,000 to reserve for investments 
A year ago £477 was placed to 
reserve and £5,542 carried forward. Ihe company’s liability 
for E.P.D. from 1917 to 1920 inclusive is still unsettled, but 
full provision has been made to cover this.—Manchester Daily 
Dispatch. 


Potteries Electric Traction Co., Ltd.—Mr. R. J. Howley 
said at the annual meeting that the results were not as 
satisfactory as they could have wished; the period under 
review had been one of the most difficult he could recollect. 
A further increase of 9s. per week in wages of tramway 
workers made a total increase of 43s. a week since 1914. Dur- 
ing 1920 they paid in wages £147,934, as against £42,933 in 
1914. Relatively the cost of power for working the tram- 
ways had increased to an even greater extent than the cost 
of labour, amounting to 431.509, as compared with £7,677. 
' This was mainly due to the higher price of coal, £22,564 in 
1920, and £5,318 in 1914. Rates had increased from £6,026 
in 1914 to £11,983 in 1920. After referring further to the 
accounts and to the competition from char-a-bancs, the speaker 
said that the traflic receipts for the first three months of the 
current year were satisfactory, but, owing to the coal strike, 
the number of passengers had fallen considerably. 


The Felten & Guilleaume Co.—It is stated that the direc- 
tors of the Felten & Guilleaume Karlswerke A.G., of Cologne- 
Mulheim, propose to pay a dividend at the rate of 20 per 
cent. for 1920, as compared with 15 per cent. in the previous 
year, and also to repay 50 per cent. of the existing share 
capital. The amount required for the latter purpose is de- 
rived from the premiums realised on the issue of shares last 
year to the Luxemburg (Terres Rouges) group so as to enable 
Luxemburg interests to participate in the company. 


Buenos Ayres.—The Compania Hispano-Americana de 
Electricidad, of Madrid, which is the successor of the German 
Transmarine Electricity Co., of Buenos Ayres and other South 
American cities, proposes to pay a dividend at the rate of 
8 per cent. for 1920 on the share capital of 120,000,000 pesetas. 
All the promotion expenses, costs of issue, taxes, and stamp 
taxes have been previously provided for, as well as the pay- 
ment of 6 per cent. interest on the annuity bonds of nomin- 
ally 180,000,000 pesetas. 


Mirrlees, Bickerton & Day, Ltd.—The accounts for the 
year ended March, 1921, show, after providing for depre- 
ciation and directors’ fees, a loss of £9,782. £7,510 was brought 
forward, so that the adverse balance is £2,272. Substantial 
sums have been paid in previous years in excess profits, and 
it is estimated that not less than £20,000 will be recovered by 
the company under this head, making a credit balance of 
£17,723. After paying the preference dividend £14,369 is 
carried forward, no dividend being paid on the ordinary shares. 


Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd.—At the annual meeting, last 
week, Sir John Dewrance said that in spite of the exceed- 
ingly difficult times, they had been able to maintain their 
prosperity. The nation was passing through a very difficult 
and dangerous period. A large part of their works was closed 
down for want of coal, and they were unable to obtain steel 
and other raw materials. 'The company's organisation and 
staff was capable of facing any situation which might arise. 


Great Northern Telegraph Co., Ltd., of Denmark.—The 
directors recommend for the year 1920 the distribution of a 
total dividend and bonus of 24 per cent., including the 5 per 
cent. already paid, and to transfer £50,000 to the reserve 
and renewal fund; £83,333 has been allotted to the pension 
fund. It is further proposed to set aside £416,667 for extra- 
oy taxes, and to carry forward £285,892 to the account 
or 1921. 


La Plata Electric Tramways Co., Ltd.—After providing 
for debenture and other interest, the accounts for 1920 show 
& profit of £6,879, which, added to £10,652 brought in, and 
after allocating £3,000 to reserve fund, leaves £14,531 to be 
carried forward, subject to corporation profits tax, if any.— 
Financial News. 


Brisbane Electric Tramways Investment Co., Ltd.—A 
dividend of 4s. per share, free of tax. for the half-vear is 
to be paid on the ordinary shares, making 8 per cent. for the 
year. £20,000 to reserve, £8,000 to depreciation of invest- 
ments, and £42,837 carried forward. 


Stock Exchange Notice.—The Committee has ordered 
the undermentioned to be officially quoted :— 

Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation.—£500,000 5 per cent. 
first mortgage convertible (registered) debentures, free of in- 
come tax, Nos. 1 to 4,000 (£100) and 4,001 to 6,000 (£50). 
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Hart Accumulator Co., Ltd. — 4 dividend of 8 per cent., 
less tax, on the ordinary shares for the year is recommended. 
410,580 is put to income and corporation prolits taxes, and 
425,616 is to be carried forward. 

Altrincham Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—A dividend of 7j 

r cent. on the ordinary shares and one of 10s. per share 
on tne delerred are announced. 


STOCKS AND, SHARES. 


TUESDAY EVENING. 
Tur ieature of the Stock Exchange markets is undoubtedly 
the way in Which new issues are being subscribed. Demand 
lor unuderwritingd 15 edger. there 1s not enough underwriting 
to go round. nose in charge of new issues hod themselves 
inundated, 1n the words of one of them, with requests to be 


allowed to have a participauon in the various ollers. Lt Is not. 


that the public take the securities every time on the issue ot 
the pruspectuses, although within the past week there have 
been striking successes scored in this direction. ‘Lhe Metro- 
poutan Electric Supply Company, lor instance, which oliered 
dh per cent. Extension debenture stuck at 95, closed its list 
soon after midday on Monday, several days in advance of the 
tune to Which the prospectus relerred as the last day for 
closing. Ihe Norwegian Government, offering a 6 per cent. 
loan ut 88, was equally successful. A good deal of the money 
is required by Norway for the development of electrical power. 
Ine General. Electric Company is about to make an issue of 
7 per cent. debenture stock, and in spite of the largeness ot 
the amount required, namely 24 million pounds, the under- 
writing was completed rapidly, and some of the people who 
would have liked a share were shut out altogether, or had to 
be content with a comparatively small amount. 

Although business throughout: the general markets 18 ex- 
ceedingly quiet, there is no mistaking the appetite of the 
public tor good investments. dhe depression caused by the 
continuance of the coal-strike prohibits any attempt at specu- 
lation, or any desire to take risks. Consequently, the markets 
concerned with speculative issues ure 1n à lifeless state. 
Nevertheless, money accumulates which, in the ordinary way, 
would be going into trade, and it is this capital which flows 
so readily nowadays into the good investinents either new or 
old. 

The second reading of the Railways Bill will probably be 
taken this week, and, of course, no particular opposition 18 
expected to be raised at this stage. "hen the Bill goes into 
Committee, however, the hostility will develop, and of the 
big companies, the Great Eastern and the Great Northern 
chairmen have both declared detinitely against the Bill. Some 
of the other companies, however, are acquiescent in W hat they 
perhaps regard as the inevitable, and it remains to be seen 
whether the changes that are introduced into the Bill will be 
of sutliciently drastic churacter to alter its salient features. 

Meanwhile the Underground group stands out as being the 
firmest of any of the railway depaurtinents. Underground 
Incomes have risen 4 to 784. Anticipation looks for payment 
of the full £3 per cent, for the halt-year ended next March, 
and some of the optimists hope that the £3 will be paid in 
September next. The £10 shares are 58. up at 23, and the 
ls. shares, after touching 8s. Öd., went back a shade, leaving 
them ls. higher on the week. Districts are 23 up. With 
these, a further improvement has come in London United 
Tramways preference, the present price of ds. 6d. comparing 
With halt-a-erown only two or three weeks ago. The conr 
pany's 4 per cent. debenture has risen from 30 to 35, though 
as there is scarcely any of it on oller, the latter must be re- 
garded as amore or less nominal. London and Suburban 
Traction preference at 6s. 6d. are another 2s. up, and the 
ordinary shares are quoted better at 2s. 6d. 

Amongst home electricity shares, County of London prefer- 
ence are 4 better at 88, and Metropolitan 44 per cent. prefer- 
ence at 2 15/16 are an equal amount lower. The decline in 
the latter occurred, of course, owing to the offer of the Exten- 
sion debenture stock. The new City of London second prefer- 
ence go quietly ahead, and the premium has advanced to 
ls. Gd. It is said that several-of the other lighting companies 
are contemplating new issues in this market, although nothing 
reliable has vet transpired in regard to such rumours. 

The Great Northern Telegraph Company has raised its divi- 
dend 2 per cent. to 24 per cent., and the price is strong at 
94. The cable list is better than it looks, owing to the fact 
that quotations are kept at about their previous levels, but 
that there is a further shrinkage in the amount of stock avail- 
able. As an instance, Eastern Telegraph ordinary is called 
1634 middle, but it can be sold at 165, while buyers might 
find it difiicult to get any stock at 166. Direct United States 
have risen to 53 and Anglo-American deferred is harder at 
104. Globe preference advanced to 91. Amongst the foreign 
issues, Brazilian ‘Tractions have recovered 2 points to 36. 
Anglo-Argentine Tramways 5 per cent. debenture stock, men- 
tioned here on several occasions as a sound speculative lock- 
up when the price was about 55, is 2 points higher this week 
at 634. Mexican issues are on the dull side once more, owing 
to the scarcity of news as to improvement in the outlook for 


settlement of the companies’ finances. Various dollar stocks 
are better, prices being marked up in accordance with the 
quotations cabled from New York, although in the matter al 
actual business, the market is doing next to nothing. 

Electrical manufacturing shares are dull on the whole. 
General Electrics weakened to 22&., on the forthcoming issue 
of debenture stock. ‘Ihe first preference have fallen to 178. 6d. 
and the B shares to 188. English Electrics are lower at 12s. 
Siemens’ price relaxed to 24s. 44d. The Chairman, at Mon- 
day's meeting, reported that the total value of orders received 
in 1020 was Just over four million pounds sterling, as against 
42.835.000 in the previous year. He remarked that, although 
orders may fall off in some lines, they increase in others, and 
so the business is balanced. The new shares are quoted 
228. 6d. to 238. 

Armament shares remain under the influence of the coal- 
strike. Nobel Ipdustries have decided not to pay any dividend 
on the ordinary shares for 1920, because, although the profits 
for that year are not less than those of the preceding year. 1t 
is considered necessary to conserve resources in every way, 
and not to make a distribution of profit as would, in normal 
circumstances, be justified. The shares eased off a trifle on 
the announcement. Vickers and Armstrongs keep tolerably 
steadv. The rubber share market is no better. A golf ball 
manufacturer was telling us the other day that, although 
the price of rubber is under 93d. per lb., he has to pay 5s. 
a lb. for his rubber in strips. Marconi shares came on offer 
at 50s., to rally later on. Canadian Marconi's enjoyed a spurt 
to 9s. 6d., though ninepence of this was lost on profit-taking 
by earlier buyers. Radio Common and preferred remain at 
Os. 3d. and IIS. respectively. de 


SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES, 
Home ELECTRICITY COMPANIEB. 
Dividend Price 


— — May 24, Tield. 
1919. 1920. 1991. Rise or fall. p.. 
Brompton Ordinary.. T . B 12 6 — £10 0 0 
Charing Cross Ordinary . — | B 84 — 10 6 6 
do. do. do. 4 Pref. 44 4 8 — 7 10 8 
Chelsea. a “4 ae 2d 4 6 n — 943 
City of London Si 12 .. 18 14 1 — luis 0 
do. do. 6 per cent. Pref... 6 6 17/- — 1143 
County of London .. ; „ B 8 72 — je 6 € 
^ do. do. 6 percent. Pref... 6 6 tk * à 118 
Kensington Ordinary "t o 4 9 1$ — 20 18 3 
London Electric  .. “x . A 9$ 1 — 710 0 
do. do. 6percent. Pref.. 6 6 " — 10 18 3 
Metropolitan .. s ab m 6 7 — 10 7 4 
o. 43 per cent. Pref, .. 44 4% 21, — à 718 3 
Bt. James' and Pall Mall .. .. 12 12 6 — 10 0 0 
South London : ne 28 6 7 o — 9 210 
Bouth Metropolitan Pref... vec | 7 1 — 8 17 10 
Westminster Ordinary  .. .. 10 10 6b — 9156 3 
TRLEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES. 
1918 1919. 
Anglo-Àm. Tel. Pref, oo oe 6 6 18h — 7 12 10 
E do. Def. .. 83/6 13 1f tè 9 6 0 
Chile Telephone : 2s T 8 6 5 — 5 6 8 
Cu ba Sub. Ord. ° ew ee 7 7 7 — 9 6 8 
Eastern Extension .. "T ,. 10 10 1 — 623 
Eastern Tel. Ord. .. ; vs 8 10 168 — 6 9 4 
Globe Tel. and T. Ord. .. RET 8 10 16a — 1 2 2 
do. do. Pref. .. sä 6 6 91 *1 6 9 9 
Great Northern Tel, tir rae, 2 99 24 — 10 0 0 
Indo-European wis ee .. 18 10 82 — 7 16 4 
Marconi is ix z . % 95 28 — — 
Oriental Telephone Ord. .. .. 10 19 24 . — *6 18 0 
United R. Plate Tel. s to 8 8 sj — 6 10 8 
West India and Panama .. . 18 Nil oq — Nil. 
Western Telegraph.. is 8 10 162 — *5 19 5 
Home RAILS. i 
1919 1920 
Central London Ord. Assented .. 4 4 4 — B 15 10 
Metropolitan .. An - 6s n là 75 +l 517 8 
do. District .. .. Ni NI 19 * 2à Nil 
Undereround Electric Ordinary.. Ni! Nil 22 + 3 Nil 
do. do. "A" ,, Ni Nil 8/- + 1/- Nil 
do. do. Income .. 4 9 7&4 +4 311 0 
FonxioN Trams, &c. 
: 1918 1919 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref. .. Nil hà 98 — 10 9 
da, do, 9nd Pref. .. Ni Nil 8 — Nil 
do. do. 5 % Deb. .. 5 5 APA +2 717 6 
Brazil Tractions  .. vs .. Ni Nil B6 +2 Nil 
British Columbia Elec. Rly. Pfce. 5 b 55 — 9 110 
do. do. Preferred 23 5 6 _—l "B 15 0 
do. do. Deferred Nil -B 51 — *11 19 6 
do. do. Deb. Me 43 44 6 — 7 319 
Mexico Trams 5 per cent. Bonds. Nil Nil! 42 — Nil 
do. 6 per cent. Bonds. Nil Nil 2° — Nil 
Mexic^n Light Common. .. Ni Nil 11 — Nil 
do. Pret. 152 .. Nil Nil 17 — Nil 
do. lst Bonds .. .. Nil Nr 69 — 3 Nil 
MANUFACTURING Cox PANIES, 
Bahcock & Wilcox. x .. 15 15 — 6 11 3 
British Aluminium Ord, .. .. 10 10 16/8 — 19 6 2 
British Insulated Ord, . ; 194 15 14, — 9 13 0 
Callenders  .. os . 95 15 14 — 10 0 9 
" Pret, .. se: Lew 6à  €à 17/6 — 1 8 7 
Crompton Ord. «^ a .. 10 10 16/8 — 19 6 1 
Edison-Swan .. 2 25 .. 10 10 11/8 — — 
do. do. 5 per cent. Deb. .. 5 5 — 7 7 le 
Electric Construction T .. 10 10 16/3 — 19 68 3 
English Electrio  .. us . — 8 12J- —1/- 13 0 3 
Do. Pref. za 5 — 6 149 — 8a 6 6 
Gen. Elec. Pref. . T. à 64 63 17/6 —1/6 7 8 7 
do. Ord. m i .. 10 10 22J. —17 19 1D 
Henley x zv io . 95 15 15 — 10 8 $ 
do. 4À Pref. oe ee oe 43 43 = f 6 18 $ 
India-Rubber a và . 10 10 — — 
Met.-Vickers Pref, ee ee ee lx 8 ' 11 2S 8 18 10 
Siemens Ord. és as .. 10 10 i — 5 eg 2 0 
Tolegraph Con, ee ee oe 90 90 Hd — % 18 í 


„ Dividends paid free of Income Tux. 
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THE ROYAL SOCIETY'S SOIREE. 


(Concluded from page 641.) 


Prof. K. Onnes, For. Mein. R. S., Sir R. A. Hadtield, 
F. R. S., and Dr. H. R. Woltjer showed apparatus and 
specimens used in research on the influence of low tem- 
peratures on the magnetic properties of alloys. of iron 
with nickel and manganese. A series of iron-manganese 
and iron-nickel alloys were exposed to the temperatures 
of liquid air, liquid hydrogen, and liquid helium re- 
spectively, and the specific magnetism tested after the 
return to atmospheric temperatures. Tests were also 
made during immersion in liquid hydrogen ( — 253 deg. 
Cn.), and it was shown that alloys with the higher per- 
centages of manganese cannot be made magnetic even 
by immersion in liquid helium ( — 269 deg. C.). The 
existence of one magnetic and one non-magnetic man- 
ganese-iron compound was shown to be probable. 

The National Physical Laboratory had a number of 
exhibits made up of: (a) a relay for breaking mode- 
rately large electric currents (Dr. Guy Barr), in which 
the difficulties due to sparking at the contacts of ordi- 
nary relays are avoided by causing the make and break 
to occur between mercury electrodes in an atmosphere of 
hydrogen. An iron core floating in mercury carries at 
its upper end a silica cup, full of mercury, and 
connections are made to the mercury outside and inside 
the cup. A solenoid pulls the core and cup down, and 
thus makes the contact; the current is broken by the 
core floating up.so that. the surface of the mercury is 
cut by the silica, and the spark is sufficiently quenched 
to allow currents up to 20 amperes at 100 volts to be 
broken easily. "The mercury remains clean. 

(L) A standard optical pyrometer (Dr. Kay and Dr. 
Griffiths) designed with a view to facilitating the accu- 
rate measurement of high temperatures by "the dis- 
appearing filament'' method. An image of the hot 
object is superimposed on the filament of the pyrometer 
lamp and the brightness matched by varying the current 
through the lamp. Monochromatic red light is obtained 
by means of a filter glass in the eyepiece, and to enable 
the observer to check the permanency.of the calibration 
of the pyrometer, two lamps are fitted which can be 
interchanged exactly in the field by a simple transverse 
motion. Each lamp is provided with fine adjustment 
in three mutually perpendicular planes. The use of the 
pyrometer for measuring the black body "' temperature 
of lamp filaments was demonstrated. | 

(c) Various types of hygrometers (Dr. Gr iffiths and 
Mr. Schofield) adapted to the measurement of humidity 
in cold stores. 

(d) Wireless-telegraphie direction-finding apparatus 
(Mr. R. L. Smith-Rose) of the type developed by Capt. 
Robinson, of the Royal Air Force. Instead of finding 
two positions of a receiving coil for which the signals 
have equal intensity, two coils at right angles are con- 
nected in series and rotated together until the signal 
strength is unaltered by reversing the connections of 
one of them. This gives the direction from which the 
signal is coming and, therefore, the apparent bearing 
of the transmitting station. Differences between the 
apparent and the true bearing are found to occur, es- 
pecially at night ; these differences raise many interest- 
ing questions in connection with the transmission of 
electromagnetic waves in wireless telegraphy, and the 
instruments have been installed at various universities 
by the Radio Research Board to assist in the elucidation 
of this problem. 

(e) Resistance alloy Omal " for electrical standards 
(Dr. W. Rosenhain, F.R.S., Mr. S. W. Melsom, and 
Mr. S. L: Archbutt), a material of the tvpe usuallv 
known as Manganin " which is an alloy of copper, 
manganese, and nickel. Prior to the war, the product 
was supplied almost exclusively by Germany, and great 
difficulty was experienced by makers of scientific and 
ordinary measuring instruments in obtaining material 
suitable for their purpose from any other sources. The 
question was investigated at the Laboratory and, as a 


result, alloys were made, and watched through the 
various processes, that meet the requirements as regards 
temperature co-efficient, constancy, resistivity, and 
secular change. The material is made in two types, 
one having a resistivity of 45 microhm-cm., and the 
other 35 microhm-cm. Samples of the product were 
shown in various stages of manufacture, in the form of 
cast ingots, rod, strip, and wire, together with micro- 
graphs and curves of the temperature co-efficient. 

(f) A standard resistance, 0.01 ohm for 200 amperes, 
(Mr. S. W. Melsom and Mr. H. C. Booth) for the stan- 
dardisation of current-measuring resistances to the 
highest degree of accuracy. The element is composed 
of a number of wires, a method which ensures ease of 
adjustment, large cooling surface, and uniformity of 
temperature. 

The Western Electric Co., Ltd., exhibited telephone 
transmission measuring apparatus, including (1) a port- 
able high-frequency bridge designed to give instantane- 
ous readings of the capacity of the cables which are 
already installed. The cumbersome method of using 
a galvanometer and batteries, which has heretofore been 
used, is replaced by a method which gives direct read- 
ings of the capacity at any desired frequency. (2) A 
line impedance high-frequency bridge which enables 
one to obtain the resistance and reactance components 
of the line impedance by direct readings. It 1s an adap- 
tation of the bridge method which is used for measuring 
effective resistance and effective inductance. (3) A 
transmission measuring set that gives direct readings 
of the loss in miles of standard cable of a telephone cir- 
cuit. (4) A transmission gain measuring set specially 
developed to determine transmission gains and trans- 
mission losses of lines and apparatus used in the tele- 
phone art, and (5) a variable frequency oscillator con- 
sisting of a thermionic tube generator which is so ar- 
ranged that the frequency delivered may be varied over 
the range normally considered essential for voice cur- 
rent. It is arranged to give a uniform output at all 
frequencies and has a very pure wave form. 

The Radiological Branch of the Research Department 
of the Royal Arsenal at Woolwich had on view a selec- 
tion of pinhole photographs illustrating the change in 
shape of the focal spot with current change, and also 
the various parts of the target of the tube which emit 
X-rays under varying conditions. The method of pro- 
tection used when radiographing large metal objects, 
t.e., complete enclosure in a lead box, was shown by 
means of photographs, and illustrations could also be 
seen of a portable set, which has already been described 
in the engineering Press, that was designed and made 
in the Research Department at Woolwich for the purpose 
of the visual. examination of materials, and which 
affords complete protection of the operator. 

Dr. Leonard Hill, F.R.S., exhibited his recording 
kata-thermometer, an instrument which gives a con- 
tinuous record of the cooling power of the environment 
exerted on the surface of the bulb of the kata-thermo- 
meter which is automatically kept at skin temperature. 
Introduced into the bulb of the ‘‘ kata,’’ which is filled 
with alcohol, is a coil of wire with a large temperature 
co-efficient of resistance, which coil forms one arm of a 
Wheatstone bridge that is balanced when the coil is 
at a temperature of 36.5 deg. C. An automatic device 
is used by which the current sent through tlie coil varies 
according to atmospheric conditions so that the coil is 
kept at 36.D deg. C., while an ammeter placed in series 
with the coil indicates the variations of current and 
so the cooling power. 

Dr. E. E. Fournier d'Albe demonstrated his latest 
form of optophone, an instrument which enables totallv 
blind people to read ordinary printed books and news- 
papers. It is based upon the reflection of beams of 
rapidly intermittent light from the tvpe on to a selenium 
preparation, which produces sounds in a telephone 
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varying according to the shapes of the letters. The 
instrument shown was lent by the National Institute 
for the Blind, London, where it is in daily use; it has 
been fully described in our pages. 

The instruments and records exhibited by the Meteoro- 
logical Office included Dr. J. S. Owens's remarkably 
simple apparatus for recording the degree of atmo- 
spheric pollution, and the present lack of coal was 
clearly indicated on the records. Other interesting 
records were those which showed the relation between 
the atmospheric pollution and the vertical potential 
gradient of atmospheric electricity, which subject is 
now being investigated at the Kew Observatory. 

While the apparatus briefly described above only 
formed part of the whole shown by some 39 exhibitors, 
it was noticed that the latter figure had decreased by 
about one-eighth compared with last year, neither did 
the exhibition as a whole reach the standard one re- 
members in pre-war days. 


TriE PRESENT ECONOMIC POSITION OF THE 
ENGINEERING AND ALLIED INDUSTRIES. 


(Continued from page 664.) 


Tue following is a continuation of our extracts from the 
pamphlet issued by the Engineering Unions :— 


THE RUIN or OuR FOREIGN TRADE. 


But although we need say no more about the foreign 
exchanges, there is an aspect of foreign trade on which we 
must insist. Why js it that, at a time when there is the most 
urgent demand for machinery of all kinds, for agricultural im- 
plements, for railway locomotives, and what not, the em- 
ployers are getting so few orders from Germany? hey say it 
1s because of the depreciation of the currency, which our em- 
ployers imagine is 80 advantageous to employers over there. 
Assuming this weird idea to be correct, who is now depreciat- 
ing still further the German mark? We understand that an 
overwhelming majority of the British engineering employers 
have supported, and still support, Mr. Lloyd George's Govern- 
ment, with its policy of making Germany pay, and its pre- 
sent proposals of high Customs duties calculated to prevent all 
German exports. Everything that hinders the German export 
trade necessarily still turther depreciates the German mark; 
and, therefore (according to the statement of the British engi- 
neering employers), still further strengthens the position of the 
German employers. Now, the British employers contend that, 
because their German competitors enjoy the advantage of 
having a depreciated currency, the British engineering work- 
man must accept lower wages! When the British Govern- 
ment, by its strangling of the German export trade, has caused 
a further depreciation of the German mark, presumably this 
extra advantage that the German employer will possess 
will be made the justification for a still further reduction of 
British wages. . Who is paying this so-called German 
indemnity? "The British employers clearly intend that it shall 
be the British workman. 

Of course, this is not what the employers call it. They call 
it a `“ consumers’ strike.“ 


THE CONSUMERS’ STRIKE. 


According to the engineering employers, the world was going 
along very well until '' the critical month ” of August, 192 
the employers had been, until then, admittedly making large 
profits, which we have seen reflected in their swollen dividends 
—but that, suddenly, there was ** a consumers’ strike," when 
allover the globe people decided to refuse to buy, because 
prices were too high. The argument insinuated is that the 
present depression of trade in engineering products can be 
remedied by a substantial lowering of price, which will bring 
the `“ consumers’ strike to an end, so that purchases will be 
resumed on the old scale, and employment will once more 
become brisk. | 

Unfortunately for this argument, the sequence is the other 
way. Prices began to fall precipitately long before the so-called 
'" consumers' strike." According to the very figures given 
in the emplovers' pamphlet, wholesale prices were at their 
highest at the end of February, 1920, namely, 256 per cent. 
above those at the end of December, 1913. They then dropped 
almost continuously, month by month until, a year later, they 
stood at no more than 61 per cent. above the 1913 figures. 
Thus. the wholesale prices, on an average, were, at the end 
of February, 1921, less than half what they had ‘been a year 
before. If, as it is suggested, a mere cut in prices is sufficient 
to restore demand, was not this drastic cutting of prices in 
halves enough to bring about a revival of trade? Yet, far from 
causing demand to increase, and leading to a regular boom, the 
fall in wholesale prices in the proportion from 336 to 161 was 
marked. so the emplovers tell us, not by an increase but by a 
continuous falling off of orders for commodities, and conse- 


quent reduction of work, so that the Trade Union percentage 
ot members drawing unemployment benefit rose from 1.6 per 
cent. at the end of r'ebruary, 1920, to 8.5 per cent. at the end 
ol February, 1921. 

Whatever was the cause of the slump, it has been demon- 
strated that a reduction of prices does not remedy it—not even 
a reduction of prices to the extent of more than half. his 
reduction has taken place, and the slump, so the employers tell 
us, is worse than ever. Ihe employers, shutting their eyes to 
this fact, still go on repeating the shibboleth of reduce prices 
in order to induce larger sales.“ Why do they persist ın such 
mistaken political economy? It is because they wish the 
workmen to come to believe, in their hearts, that 1t 1s only by 
accepting a drastic reduction of wages that they can get rid of 
unemployment. But every economist knows (though the em- 
ployers still cannot believe it) that a reduction of wages 1s no 
remedy for unemployment. 

These countries will not, because they cannot, buy from 
abroad to a greater total amount than the total amount of their 
own purchasing power. To offer them British goods at lower 
prices is merely to give them more British goods for the same 
total sum—a course which will reduce, not increase, the 
national advantage from the trade. No general reduction of 
prices has any effect in increasing the total value of inter- 
national trade. No general reduction of the cost of production 
in any country can increase its aggregate share of the trade of 
the world. British engineering employers may not think much 
of political economy, except when they want to quote it against 
the workmen, but it may interest them to remember that, in 
all their present argument, they are flying in the face of 
political economy.” For it is the confident teaching of political 
economy that no general reduction of prices or wages can, in 
itself, increase the total value of a nation’s exports. 

General low wages never caused any country to undersell 
its rivals, nor did general high wages ever hinder it from doing 


U 
* WHY Destroy THE HOME MARKET? 


Not a word is said, from beginning to end of the employers 
pamphlet, about the home market. No one would imagine 
Irom its perusal that, great as 1s our interest in the export 
trade, two-thirds of the nation's production is for the home 
consumer. Even in engineering, which is, along with tae 
cotton trade, exceptionauy dependent on export sales, some- 
thing like 50 per cent. of the whole industry is engaged in pro- 
ducing the locomotive and marine engines, the miultifarious 
equipment of our railways and factories, the innumerable kinds 
ot machines, the agricultural implements, the electrical plant, 
the scientific instruments, the motor cars, the sewing machines, 
even the bicycles and gramophones, and all the thousand and 
one engineering products, for sale and use in the United hing- 
dom. Large fortunes have been made in the past out of the 
home trade alone. Even to-day, as is common knowledge, 
there are engineering firms making quite substantial profits out 
of one or other kind of engineering for the home market. Why 
is this left entirely out of account in the employers’ pamphlet? 


THE CONSPIRACY TO REDUCE WAGES. 

This is why the ‘ conspiracy to reduce wages is Worse 
than a crime; it js an economic blunder. Ihe employers’ 
pamphlet states: It is unfortunate that, in certain quarters, 
it should be alleged that employers have entered into a con- 
spiracy having for its object the forcing down of wages. We 
need not quarrel over the word "' conspiracy," or the words 
'" forcing down," which the employers, perhaps, understand in 
a sense different from that in which they are used by the 
workmen. But quite a number of prominent employers, in 
quite a number of different industries, have publicly declared 
that wages must be reduced, and are to be reduced. At the 
present moment, to name only half a dozen great industries in 
which explicit intimatious have been made that the associated 
employers intend and demand a reduction of wages, this is 
being simultaneously sought by (u) the shipbuilding and engi- 
neering establishments; (b) the cotton and woollen manu- 
facturers; (c) the couluwners : (d) the farmers on the Agricul- 
tural Wage Boards in diflerent parts of the country; (e) the 
mercantile marine; (f) as regards the wages of women in parti- 
cular, the employers in a large proportion of all the Trade 
Boards. These represent, in the aggregate, at least one-third 
of the whole wage-earning population of the nation, and there 
are innumerable other cases in which wages have already been 
drastically reduced. 


99 


BA ECONOMICS. 


There is much more false economics in the employers’ 
pamplilet—all deliberately inserted, possibly in all sinceritv, 
with a view to create atmosphere, and persuade the engi- 
neering workman to acquiesce in reductions of wages—but we 
cannot deal with all the blunders. There is, however, one 
glaring fallacy directly affecting our own industry which 
should not be passed over. We are told witb all the 
emphasis of capital letters, that New capital is the engineer's 
source of employment. The engineer and the builder are fed 
and clothed out of the savings of those in other occupations; 
but those, e.g., the farmers of Northern France and of Russia. 
have at the moment such a slender margin that they cannot 
achieve the task which, incidentally, would be enormously to 
their own advantage. This, to many, may be a new idea. but 
it is evident that if people in other industries did not sare 
there could never be an engineering industry at all.” 

This new idea is blank nonsense, unworthy even of an 
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Oxford undergraduate. The engineer and the builder are no 
more fed and clothed out of other people’s savings, or out of 
savings at all, than any other workmen. ‘They are fed and 
clothed, year by year, like everyone else, by the contem- 
porary labours of those who produce food and clothing, which 
are exchanged, at each moment, for the labour of the engi- 
neer. 
Wuy Not GIVE THE Facts As TO PROFITS? 


It is to be noted that the engineering employers support 
their argument for & drastic reduction of wages by no facts 
and no statistics as to the actual results of their enterprises. 
They imply that these are making no profit whatever now, 
and that their works are running at a loss. But they do not 
put the cards on the table. Even without revealing the profit 
and loss account of particular firms they might, at least, have 
produced a statement showing (as regards the membership, 
taken as a whole, of the Engineering Employers and the 
National Employers' Federations) the total cost of production 
and the total proceeds of sales, as the mineowners have done. 
Before the workmen can be expected to believe that the 
British engineering industry is working at a loss, such an 
authoritative statement must be published. It is not produced 
because it does not yet exist. The employers do not them- 
selves know what their fellow-employers are making. Only 
the Inland Revenue officials at Somerset House have any 
approximation to knowledge on this point; and, to judge from 
what ieaks out privately, supplemented by what is published 
now and again in joint stock company prospectuses and re- 
ports, there is the greatest possible range of difference between 
firm and firm... 

It is taken for granted that the employers are to pocket the 
exceptional profits of good years, but that, in bad years, the 
workmen are to make good the loss by a lowering of their 
standard of life. But the very justification for leaving to the 
employers the exceptional gains of good years is that the em- 
ployers, in turn, should stand the racket of the bad years. 
The workman has no share in the gamble, and the wage- 
earners' standard of life ought to be at all times maintained 
intact. 

The employers' present argument for wage reductions 
ignores all this; their case is that whatever may have been the 
State of things down to August, 1920, the flow of new orders 
has greatly fallen off, lessening of engineering work to be done 
has already led to extensive discharges, and there is every pro- 
spect of a continuance of the slump leading to losses which 
they have no means of meeting otherwise than by a cut at 
wages. ... 

No wonder the prices of the shares keep up! From one end 
of the country to the other engineering firms which find them- 
selves this year making, not losses, but merely less abundant 
profits than in 1912-14, are sending in their claims for repav- 
ment of the Excess Profits Duty that they have parted with 
during 1915-20. This fact is known to every engineering ein- 
ployer. 

Is it quite honest to publish a long pamphlet, insinuating on 
every page that the employers are making huge losses and 
have no prospect of avoiding still further losses, except by a 
drastic cut at wages, without mentioning the fact that practi- 
cally every engineering firm in the kingdom, which has begun 
to make losses (or even to find its profits falling below the 
1912-14 standard) is already sending its claim for repayment of 
its Excess Profits Duty? Many tens of thousands of pounds 
have already been issued by the Treasury to engineering em- 
ployers during the last few months in such repayments. 

In view of these circumstances, the first step must be to put 
. all the cards on the table. Without any revelation of the 
business of particular firms, there can be no valid objection 
to the production of an accountant’s certificate showing, for 
each of the past ten years, as regards all the firms associated 
in the Employers’ Federations :— 

(a) The aggregate cost of production and working; 

(b) The total net proceeds of sales; 

(c) The aggregate umount paid to Government as Excess 
Profits Duty, and the portion of that amount that has already 
been repaid. 

(d) The aggregate amount distributed to partners and stock- 
holders of all kinds. 


5 8 8 OF FOREIGN COMPETITION. 
SPECIFIC INSTANCES or FonEIdN Com 


Although the employers carefully conceal the facts and 
statistics of their enterprises, on which alone any valid claim 
for a reduction of wages could be based, their pamphlet 
abounds in alarmist “ hearsay " statements—unauthenticated, 
obviously unverified by the writer of the pamphlet. and unvert- 
fiable by its readers—as to foreign competition. We are pre- 
sented with as many as six and a-half paves of statements 
(unsupported by details or statistical proof) as to alleged under- 
cutting by foreign manufacturers and orders lost to this 
country." Trade Unionists, whilst fully aware that manufac- 
turers in other countries exist, and that they naturally secure 
some of the orders that British firms would like (at their own 
prices) to execute, will not be impressed by these instances. 
They have heard them all before. At every conflict with the 
employers over Waye-rates and conditions, from 1851 down to 
last year, the same bugbear of foreign competition has been, 
at every recurring period of '' bad trade," trotted out. Exactly 
similar cases huve been cited of British tenders being rejected 
in favour of those of foreign firms. Almost identical instances 
have been adduced of orders cancelled, withdrawn, or trans- 


ferred, and just the same insinuation is made that the only 
remedy is for the British workman to submit to & reduction of 
his wages. Each time, during the past 70 years, subsequent 
eventa have shown the scare to have been an illusion. Within 
a very few years on each occasion the amount of engineering 
products exported to other countries has not only gone back to 
its former height, but has actually greatly increased, and the 
profits of the successful employers (as revealed in the last few 
decades by the published prospectuses and balance sheets of 
their joint stock companies) have grown by 'eaps and boun ls. 
And now, when those exports have risen to a height surpass- 
ing the wildest dreams of the engineering employers of 1551. 
with an aggregation of profits during the past decade that 
would have made them gasp and stare, the same old bogey of 
foreign competition is trotted out, almost in the saine words 
as in the preceding generations! 

Such denseness of comprehension and failure to learn from 
experienee is surely somewhat remarkable. It is strange that 
the employers and their scribes do not realise that, in bewail- 
ing the frequency with which, in bad times, they tender in 
vain, only to find orders going elsewhere, they are merely 
suffering from an illusion. What is real is the universal but 
temporary falling off of demand. What is illusion is the im- 
pression that our rivals are doing better than ourselves. When 
trade is good and firms are booked up with orders, they 
do not put in tenders for every job that is advertised. They 
may, indeed, refuse to tender at all. When, on the contrary, 
work is slack, they tender on every opportunity for every job 
they can hear of. If, because business is bad, every engineer- 
ing firms puts in, this year, four times as many tenders as last 
year, there must necessarily be four times as many tenders 
rejected as there were last year, leading every firm, quite sin- 
cerely, to believe in four times as many instances of losing 
trade by foreign competition," four times as many cases of the 
3 shortsightedness of the workmen in demanding such high 
wages," four times as many opportunities for demonstrating 
the ruin of the British engineering industry " ! Yet it would 
be all illusion due merely to the increased frequency of tender- 
ing bv all the firms. 

As a matter of fact, there is no more “ foreign competition ”’ 
when trade is bad than when it is good. At all times foreign 
engineering firms exist, and do businesa in competition with 
others m their own and foreign countries. Extraordinary as 
it may seem to simple-minded British emplovers, we do not 
find these foreign engineering firms exceptionally busy and pro- 
sperous just when British engineering firms are slack and 

losing money.” On the contrary, experience shows that it is 
just in the years that British engineering is flourishing, work- 
ing overtime, and making large profits that our Toreign com- 
petitors are having the same experience. Equally is it the case 
that vears of slump affect all countries. And there is a reason 
for this universality. Each country gains by the prosperity of 
its rivals; and, on the other hand, when bad times come it 
suffers along with its rivals. Nevertheless, the delusion is. 
among engineering employers, almost universal. At this very 
moment, when British engineering firms are telling their 
workmen that only by a reduction of wages can they cope with 
the Belgian, German, or American competition, as the case 
may be, we have information that Belgian, German, and 
American engineering firms are enforcing on their own work- 
men reductions of wages and inereases of working hours, on 
the plea that without these they cannot compete with their 
British competitors and rivals (or Belgian, or German, or 
American, as the case may be), and in each case the employers 
are quite honest in their arguments. They are going on, 
generation after generation, making. through sheer ignorance, 
the same economic blunders. The answer to their tale of woe 
is simply, It is not true.” 


(To be continued.) 


Decline of Italian Industry.— The Economie Review, 
quoting from Economista d' Ital ja, states that during the war the 
Italian engineering industry made such progress that it was able 
to export even the class of machinery for which Italy had pre- 
viously been dependent on the foreigner. At present it ia passing 
through a crisis. Several firms are still engaged in the execution 
of outstanding orders, but as few new ones have come in their 
activity will be appreciably reduced. Many orders have been lost 
owing to the successful competition of Germany. Hungary, and 
Czecho-Slovakia. In a recent tender for electrical plant the prices 
offered by German firms were a third lower than the Italian offers, 
The construction of a complete set of paper-making machinery was 
adjudged to a German firm at M. 2 mill, equivalent to L. 860,000, 
whereas the lowest Italian tender was L. 1,250,000. The same 
results have occurred with regard to aviation plant and railway 
rolling steck. 


Patents: Licences of Right.— The Board of Trade Journal 
states that, by virtue of the provisions of Sec. 24 of the Patents 
and Designs Acts, 1907 aud 1919, the andermentioned patents were 
amongst those endorsed Licences of Right." on May 11th, 1921 :— 
No. 974, of 1913 (J. G. Johnson, Badische Anilin and Soda Fabrik), 
e Improvements in and relating to chemical reactions in gasean by 
means of electric ares.“ No. 113.523 (3,213, of 1918). (N. V. Fab. 
van Instrumenten en Electrische Apparaten "Invent um,“) Improve- 
ments in electric heating apparat us.“ 


———  -—————————————————— n — ned 
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ELECTRICITY 


AT an ordinary general meeting of the INSTITUTION OF ELEC- 
TRICAL ENGINEERS, held on April 26th, a discussion on 
“Tariffs” was opened by Messrs. J. R. Blaikie and J. W. 
Beauchamp, each of whom read a paper. Abstracts of the 
papers follow :— 


Electric Supply: Present Conditions and the - 
Hopkinson Principies. 
By J. R. BLAIKIE (Abstract). 


THE paper draws attention to the changes that have coine 
about since the late Dr. John Hopkinson devised the well- 
known system of dividing the costs of electric supply under 
two headings, viz., fixed and running charges. At that time 
electricity was used almost entirely for lighting, and he 
showed how jt might be sold at low rates to compete with 
gas and still make a profit. 

Dr. Hopkinson's concluding sentences were.: '' It is hopeless 
to compete with gas in this country all along the line if price 
is the only consideration. But with selected consumers elec- 
tricity is cheaper than gas. Surely it is to the interest of 
those who supply electricity to secure such consumers by 
charging them a rate having some sort of relation to the cost 
of supplying them.” 

It is nnportant to notice the scope and limitations of the 
problem as thus set forth. There are certain assumptions 
which have been proved to be thoroughly justified so long 
as the bulk of the output was for the purpose of lighting, 
but whieh do not appear to be applicabile, as they stand, to 
the large undertakings that have since grown up, where light- 
ing constitutes only 10 or 20 per cent. of the output, for 
example: That the central supply is always ready to supply 
the maximum demand, which means machines actually run- 
ning; that all consumers cost the sume m wages per kilowatt 
of demand, and that all consumers cost the same in capital 
charges per kilowatt of actual demand. 

If we divide consumers broadly into two groups, viz., those 
who require a supply for seven days a week, and those who 
require a supply for six days a week, we find in the seven-day 
group: Public lighting, domestic lighting, some heating, a 
sinall amount of power and, In certain cases, traction supply ; 
and in the six-day group: Practically all factory power and 
lighting supply, shop lighting, and some heating. 

If we assume that the heating demand in the seven-day 
group is balanced by the shop lighting in the six-day group 
and exchanged, the percentage error m the whole group is 
probably quite trifling in the majority of cases, and the pro- 
blem is much simplified. 

With reference to the Hopkinson assumptions it will be 
adinitted that: In the matter of coal consumption there must 
be a very considerable difference between the two groups, as 
the seven-day group not only demands service for more days 
a week, but also for more hours per day. The factory group 
js usually limited to, say, 60 hours a week, at definite. times; 
the wages of the seven-day group are much in excess of those 
for the six-day group, and capital charges are much less per 
kilowatt in the six-day group for many reasons. The expen- 
diture in mains and services is undoubtedly less, as in the 
majority of cases low-pressure distributors are entirely elimi- 
nated, sub-station space and sometimes buildings are provided 
by the consumer, and there is an opportunity at the generat- 
ing station of installing large sets at a lower initial cost per 
kilowatt. 

With these points in mind we can now consider the need 
of reviewing the whole situation and the possibility of measur- 
ing the various differences indicated, with the object of arriv- 
ing at a satisfactory system of analysis and finally framing 
tariffs to suit. Since the price of coal has risen so enormously 
and rates of wages, &c., have increased, we find a remarkable 
change in the relative values of the components of the fixed 
charge. 

In a comparative study of fixed charges as given for 
Hopkinson's hypothetical station, for an actual case 1914-15 
and for an actual case 1919-20, we get the following percen- 
tages: Coal, 91, 93, aud 32; other charges, 22, 37, and 42; 
und capital charges, 57, 40, and 26. 

So long as the capital charges were the dominating com- 
ponent of the fixed charge, the assumption that all consumers 
called for an equal readiness on the part of the undertakers 
to supply did not make an nnportant difference. Now that 
coal and wages predominate, the differences between classes 
of consumers with reference to readiness to supply becomes 
very important. and it is this feature that we have to watch 
carefully in trving to hold our own against the possibilitv of 
private plants in large factories. The fear of gas competition 
in lighting disappeared with the introduction of the metal- 
filament lamp. 

If the central supply does not take full credit for the saving 
due to limited hours of demand, the margin of profit. will 
become very narrow indeed at competitive rates. In coal 
consumption, the superior running economy of the central 
supply suffers a discount in mains and transformer losses. In 
other charges a factory can often claim as good figures as 
the central supply, particularly where a fair number of en- 
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gineering hands are employed. In capital charges it is doubt- 
1ul if the factory cannot db us well, and it must not be tor- 
gotten that the central supply is always handicapped witu the 
cost of mains and transformers. 

Taking all these points into account the factory load is a 
serious problem and justihes careful consideration in order 
that the supply department may feel sure of its ground m 
olfering suthciently tow rates to consolidate the business, and 
work profitably at the same time. 

lo go a step further, there are, I believe, many engineers 
who find it very difficult to decide how the inevitable increases 
are to be applied. There is a general feeling that they should 
be applied to the lighting, one of the most effective reasons 
being that power contracts are very difficult to alter. On the 
other hand, municipal bodies are apt to favour the taxation of 
the power consumer. 

From conditions as they are to-day it 1s possible to retrace 
our steps and start again, following Dr. Hopkinson’s methods, 
with new facts, new observations, and changed conditions. 
We have before us still the brilliant idea of grouping and 
selecting consumers, and dividing the costs between them in 
such a manner that we may safely quote low rates to certain 
classes. 

Having stated the need and indicated the advantages of 
regarding consumers under the two headings of six and seven 
days, the problem arises as to how the costs can be segregated. 

Beginning with coal we can follow Dr. Hopkinson and take 
a hypothetical station running under average conditions. let 
us assume that the plant consists of four sets of turbo-genera- 
tors, each of 1,000 kW, three being in service at a time to 
meet demands as follows: For lighting, 800 kW, and for 
power 1,000 KW; total, 2.400 kW. If the lighting load factor 
is 124 per cent. the output per annum is 876.000 units. and 
if the power load factor is 23.7 per cent., 3,324,000 units. a 
total of 4,200,000 units; the whole station load factor will thus 
be 20 per cent. 

If the total observed coal consumption is 6 lb. per unit sod. 
and the running coal 2.5 lb. per unit sold, then the total coil 
consumed will be 11,200 tons, which we will now apportion 
to the two supplies: Running coal units X 2.5 Ib: — Power 
3,700, lighting 980; total 4.680 tons. Fixed coal: kW x 2.72 
tons per annum :—Power 4.350, lighting 2,170; total 6.52) 
tons. This gives the following totals :—Power 8,050, lighting. 
3,150; grand total 11,200 tons, or expressed as lb. per unit 
sold 5.43, 8.05, and 6 respectively. 

The total capacity of the system in kilowatt-hours may be :— 
One 1,000-kW for 8,760 hours, 8,760,000; one 1.000-k W for 51 
weeks of 60 hours, 3,060,000. and one 1,000-kW for 95 weeks 
of 6 hours, 150,000; total. 11.970. 0% kWh. For running this 
number of plant kWh without generating any current we have 
already allocated 6,520 tons as fixed. coal, or 1.22 lb. per plant 
kWh run. 

For comparative purposes between one station and another 
or between one year and another of the same plant, it is the 
percentage of units output to the plant kWh run that is 
needed. [n this case it is about 35 per cent, though the 
ordinary load-factor scale shows 30 per cent. 

To continue with our hypothetical station. If power alone 
were required two sets would run 51 weeks of 60 hours. Licht- 
ing alone would require one set for 8,760 hours, a total of 
14,880,000 kWh. 

But by the co-operation of the two supplies we have seen 
that only 11,970,000 plant kWh run are necessary, or about 
19.6 per cent. less. We can therefore reduce each of the above 
items by 19.6 per cent. 

In the probable working of the hypothetical station the 
percentages of output to plant kWh run in the two groups 
are: — Lighting 12} per cent. and usual load factor 124 per 
cent.; power 674 per cent. and usual load factor 93.7 per cent. 

[t follows, therefore, in the six-day group that beyond a 
load factor of about 35 per cent. on the usual scale we cannot 
expect a further reduction in coal consumption for power, 
as at this load factor the plant would be running at 100 per 
cent. activity on the plant kWh scale. 

Any further increase in output could onlv be obtained by 
increasing the number of plant kWh. The coal per unit 
could only be decreased beyond this point by employing more 
efficient plant. 

Through the courtesy of the several engineers concerned. 
the author has been able to examine and experiment with the 
figures of several undertakines. and the results obtained eon- 
firm his figures for the plant kWh scale of the hypothetical case. 

Tt was sugvested by Dr. Hopkinson that the running charge 
should contain, besides the running coal, certain proportions 
of wages and stores. Mr. Arthur Wright and others have 
shown this method to be very satisfactory for a number of 
vears, but, incidentally, always on a rising load factor. If 
for some reason, such as“ summer time or shorter factory 
hours, the load factor drops, it is difficult to believe that there 
will he any reduction in expenditure except on account of 
coal. Tt is suggested, therefore. that the safest poliev is to 
limit the running charge to coal only. 

A method of finding the fixed coal has already been de- 
seribed. The two other components of the fixed charges. viz.. 
cavital eharges and all other charges, can be divided and 
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allocated to the two groups by simultaneous equations, as in 
the case of the coal. In these cases, of course, kilowatts 
demanded ” are substituted for ° ' units,” and values are found 
tor each group per kilowatt demanded. 

Examples from the actual figures ure given in ane paper. 

From these figures it is seen that the cost of private lighting 
is about 44 times the cost of power, and the cost of public 
lighting about twice the cost of power, with low-priced coal. 

There are two views of charging held: ‘The value-of-service 
theory, and the cost-of-service theory. 

The first simply means getting as much as possible having 
regard to the possibility of competition. The second is a 
rate which includes a comfortable return on capital, and is 
found to be very palatable to public utility commissioners. 

An extreme case of the value-of-service theory is found in 
a scheme which is in successful operation in a few undertak- 
ings, known as the Point Five” system. It is a compound 
charge which has no sort of relation. to the cost of supply; 
the fixed charge is based upon the rateable value ot the 
property, and current is supplied at jd. per unit. 

For those who feel constrained to supply on the cost-of- 
service theory, as public policy, the following methods can 
be applied: The Hopkinson compound rate and variations; 
the Wright maximum demand system; the Doherty system 
(American) which is à three-charge rate similar to the Hop- 
kinson, the third rate being a consumer's charge to cover 
book- keeping, meter reading, and such charges that are com- 
mon to every consumer, large or small; and various time- 
controlled two-rate meters. 

None of these systems, 
really 1s. 

Dr. Hopkinson’s discovery that the costs of preparation were 
very high and that the costs of continuing to supply were 
very low, naturally suggests that the first charge should be 
high and the second low. This form of tariff may encourage 
waste at the high rate in order to attain the low one, and at 
the low rate because it is not worth the trouble of economising. 
Proposals to dispense with meters altogether are an encourage- 
ment to waste, and are against national interests. In the 
opinion of the author, the value-of-service theory is the only 
one of practical value, and the aim of the management should 
be substantial profits, with an eye to future competition. In 
the case of public authorities these profits can be applied 
to various reserve funds or to the relief of the rates. 

Returning to the form of analysis proposed, it remains to 
show the practical application of one form of tariff. dealing 
with the points that arise. 

Having divided the supply into suitable groups, there is 
no reason why the usual load-factor differentiation should not 
apply to each group, as far as is legally and commercially 
practicable. 

In addition, a coal clause should be devised to adjust auto- 
matically the rates of charge with the price of coal. 

For the coal in the fixed charges an opportunity occurs 
to compensate also for rises in wages and the increasing 
price of plant and capital. It will be "generally admitted that 
these costs must follow, more or less, the price of coal. 

It is, therefore, possible to arrange what may be called a 
fixed.charge clause as well as a coal clause, both varying 
automatically with the price of coal. 

Power.—In order to compete successfully with private plant, 
and to meet the changing conditions of hours of labour, it 
seems essential that all power consumers (six-day group) 
should be strictly on a load-factor tariff. At the same time, 
in the author's opinion, a suitable maximum charge should 
be fixed in order to keep the operation within the liinits of 
fair trading. 

As a first approximation the cooking and heating section 
has so far been included with the six-day group, and in 
justification it may be pointed out that it possesses in a 
marked degree many of the characteristics of the large six day 
consumers. 

There are mains problems to be taken into aecount, but 
actual practice may show that in many cases the cooking 
load will not overlap the heavy lighting load. 

Promiscuous heating naturally occurs. during the winter 
months, and is also confined. to definite periods. The same 
arguments apply as in the case of cooking, the only difference 
being that, whereas cooking loads occur at definite times 
during each day throughout the vear, heating occurs at more 
irregular times, but only for about half the year. 

The lighting of factories where the supply is high-pressure 
only and limited to factory hours, may be treated as power 
load. It tends to lower the load factor of the factory and 
draws extra payment in this way. 

As regards the seven-day group, if power is used on Sundays 
it will probably have a very good load factor on the usual 
scale, and therefore the price will not be unreasonably hich. 
If there is a considerable Sunday load the analvsis will show 
no very marked difference between the fixed charges of the 
two groups. 

Frequent reference has been made to the relation between 
units output and what has been called plant kilowatt-hours. 
It might be expressed as à percentage and is in need of a 
name. Until a better one is forthcoming the author suggests 
‘work factor." For all statistics connecting coal and units 
it is essential to know this factor. Comparisons between 
different undertakings on thermal efficiency are useless with- 
out this factor for correction, and, very possibly, a few more 
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factors. We have seen that tho consumption of the same 
plant with the same load factor can vary from about 12 Ib. 
to 8 lb. or less, for no other reason than the development 
of power load, which has a high " work factor and there- 
fore improves the average. 

On the whole supply the effect of improved plant can be 
measured by correcting the work factor, and gives a useful 
indication When it is necessary to balance capital expendi- 
ture with unproved fuel consumption. 

Load factor, as we have seen, is by no means the whole 
case. Comparatively small stations situated in districts with 
a load factor of about 30 per cent., but with a high © work 
factor," might easily be more eflicient than a super-power 
station. With the large amount of data collected day by day 
in the larger undertakings, there should be as much scope 
for special and continuous research as there is for a cheinist 
in a steelworks. Continuous checking and testing ol tlie 
tariffs are as important as watching the cost of generation. 
Occasions. arise when the timely correction of properly 
measured amounts may easily be worth ten times the saving 
due to the best engine-room and boiler-house supervision. 1t 
should never be forgotten that practically all tariffs are based 
on certain assumptions, hable to vary with every new de- 
velopment. It may be the expansion of some particular 
service, the price of coal, factory hours of labour, or a gradual 
change of power factor. 

(To be continued.) 
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JOINT ELECTRICITY AUTHORITIES. 
THE WEST RIDING INQUIRY, 


AN Inquiry on which hinges the future of electricity supply 
and distripution in. the greater part of the West kiding of 
Yorkshire was opened in the Leeds Town Hall on Wednesday 
last week by the Blectricity Commissioners. 

The local authorities concerned have been unable to agree on 
a Joint scheme, the main item of discord being the inclusion 
or exclusion in its present state and capacity ot the Yorkshire 
Electric Power Co., which already supplies a large area in the 
West Riding. The result is the projection of three separate 
schemes, one by the Leeds Corporation, providing for the co- 
Operation of the Power Co. for 42 years, and its purchase 
at any tine after the expiration of that period; the second 
by a conference of local authorities in which Bradford 1s the 
central figure, providing for the immediate absorption of the 
Power Co.; and the third by the Power Co. itself, which sug- 
vests the company as tho future Joint Electricity Authority m 
embryo, the municipalities to become joint controllers by the 
purchase of shares. 

I he Commission was composed of Sir John Snell (chairman), 
Sir Harry tlaward, Mr. H. Booth. and Mr. A. Page, with Mr. 
E. W. Hudson as legal adviser and Mr. D. S. Cumberlege as 
clerk. Mr. E. Wooll. of Liverpool, represented the |eeds Cor- 
poration; Mr. A. T. Miller, K. C., and Mr. T. R. D. Wright, the 
conference of local authorities; Mr. J. Hunter Gray. K.C., and 
Mr. R. A. Shepherd, the Yorkshire Electric Power Co.; Mr. 
J. C. McGrath. the West Riding County Council; and Mr. J. 
A. Greene, the West Riding District Councils’ Association. 
Affected railways and other bodies were also represented. 

In an explanatory address occupying nearly two hours, Mr. 
WoorL put forward the Leeds scheme. He emphasised the 
care taken in the compilation of it, and deplored the lack of 
outside support accorded to it. l'or the latter, he said, there 
Were various reasons, but the primary ones were undoubtedly 
the questions of principle of representation and the unsatis- 
factory and almost chaotic condition of legislation at the pre- 
sent ume With reference to those matters. Hais clients nad 
been much impressed by the cogency of the various representa- 
tions of the comumittèes instituted. by the Government in 
recent vears. both with regard to the conservation of coal and 
the improvement of electricity supply. But with the imper- 
fections of the Statute of 1919 they found themselves left with 
the necessity for the development of electrical re-organisation 
and without any powers of compulsion with reference to the 
acquisition oof electrical undertakings, and without any 
genuine or satisfactory financial endowment. This had induced 
two results— the attitude of those who said that the Act was so 
imperfect and the situation so chaotic that one must do no- 
thing, but must acquiesce in what was virtually stereotyping, 
if not paralysing, electrical development, and the other. the 
category of those who said that these statutory defects and 
Inadequacies would be supplemented at an early date, and 
schemes could be put forward in the confidence. that powers 
for coercion and financial endowment would be available. 

Leeds did not desire to be identified with either of those 
categories, neither sharing the apathy of those who believed 
that the present position involved essential futilitv, nor the 
precipitancy of those who were anxious to run before thev 
had the power to walk. Its attitude had not been one of 
selfish exclusiveness. Counsel traced the local developments 
in the matter betore the Act of 1919, the conferences between 
the local authorities after the passing of the Act, and the 
reasons for the retirement of Leeds from the deliberations of 
the conference. Since then, he said, the residue of the local 
authorities had gone on with their scheme, and Leeds had been 
compelled reluctantly to plough a lonely furrow, but a furrow 
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which they hoped even yet might produce a useful electrical 
harvest. The scheme was put forward as one which must 
supply invaluable data and material, and which might well, 
aler the defects and impossibilities of the Bradford scheme 
had been more thoroughly exposed and more genuinely appre- 
aated, even evoke the support of those who at present were 
behind aud in apparent sympathy with other schemes. 

In the drafting of the scheme they had caretuily limited 
themselves, apart from finance.“ They had not invoked the 
assistance of any powers with which the legislature did not 
provide them. They did not wish to talk of compulsion or 
coercion when they had no powers of compulsion. ‘They 
wanted to see how far their scheme, which was well within 
the four corners of the Statute, could be seriously regarded as 
a contribution to electrical economy and ethciency. Its 
general objects might be summarised conveniently under four 
heads :— 

J. 10 encourage efficient autonomy. Under their scheme 
the heads of great undertakings had the same impulse and 
the same incentive. to. develop their own electricity eupply, 
and to surpass their own past records in etticiency. 

J. What might be called the main object, to enlist the 
co-operation of the Yorkshire Electric Power Co. ‘They re- 
garded the Power Co. as not only an inevitable but an invalu- 
able factor in the electrical life of the area. 

3. They wanted to avoid large and impossible capital com- 
mitments. 

4. Ihey most particularly desired to avoid the generation 
of friction,.and to concentrate on the generation of electricity. 


As for the area of the scheme, Leeds, like Bradford, had- 


adopted that prescribed by the Commissioners, as suitable, 
and of convenient size. In that area there was a population 
of 2,114,000, of which Leeds accommodated 445.550, say. 
one-fifth. Leeds was also responsible for the generation of 
about JU per cent. of the total electricity generated in the 
area in 1920. One peculiar feature of the electrical position 
in the area, which was almost unique, was that by 1935 there 
would be remarkably little difference in the situation, financial 
or electrical, either under any of the schemes or under inde- 
pendent evolution. It was not a practical electrical proposition 
to erect one super-station owing to the difficulty of finding 
adequate cooling resources within reasonable distance. That 
being so—and it was conceded in other schemes—whatever 
the scheme adopted there would only be moderate-sized sta- 
tions, and, again, under any scheme, these would probably 
be three in number. 

The scheme of representation on the controlling board pro- 
vided for five members for leeds, four for the Yorkshire 
Electrical Power Co., three for Bradford, and one each for 
Halifax and Huddersfield, with five for other authorities, and 
two for the West Riding County Council. The clause providing 
for the purchase of the Power Co. after 42 years indicated 
a minimum period during which it would not be absorbed, 
and gave ample opportunity for legislative changes. He ad- 
mitted that the whole of that clause was ultra vires at pre- 
sent, but it served to show the attitude of Leeds towards the 
company. No negotiations had taken place between Leeds 
and the company on that ‘clause so far. 

Counsel also dwelt on some of the more important technical 
clauses, and on the suggested sites in the following suggested 
order of erection: Leeds, Wakefield, and Knottinglev; and, 
in conclusion, said he did not propose to indulge in any 
criticism of the Bradford scheme. They had tried, but failed, 
to co-operate loyally. The Bradford scheme would have to 
stand—if it ever became a scheme—on support which did not 
include that of the dominant electrical factor in the area. To 
his mind, that was a fatal criticism, and when the conse- 
quences of it were appreciated by Bradford, and the bodies 
supporting it, some of them might wish to rally to a scheme 
which held within it a larger promise of co-operation and 
success. 

The first witness called was Mr. C. N. Herrorp, chief en- 
gineer and manager of the electricity supply department of 
the Leeds Corporation, who explained his working basis in 
arriving at the estimates of cost and output up to 1935. 

On Thursday, Mr. Heflord again went into the witness-box. 
He had been under cross-examination since about noon on 
the previous day, and before he was released, completed a 
full day of the ordeal. . 

Mr. A. T. MILLER, for the Conference of Local Authorities, 
opened the day’s session, and elicited the information from 
Mr. Hefford that it was proposed in the Leeds scheme to 
erect a central distributing station at Morley, from which 
transmission cables would run, untapped, to sub-stations. In 
his opinion, the danger of failure of supply from tapping 
en route was so great as to justify further expense in laying 
a double set of cables. He admitted that this would lay 
them open to the possibility of the control engineer at Morley 
working the sub-stations unfavourably in relation to each 
other, but said the same thing might happen in any single 
generating station. 

The witness agreed with Mr. J. Hunter Gray, K.C. (for the 
Yorkshire Electric Power Co.), that the company could supply 
the requirements of the area as efficiently as the new scheme, 
and that the eost of providing such a scheme by the company 
would be borne bv the companv itself. 


Under the Leeds scheme, until you have legislation to enable 


ee —— 


* See ELECTRICAL, Review, June 95th, 1991, p. 815. 


une authority to get the finances, the scheme is impossible? 
es. 

lne witness, answering further questions, admitted that the 
whole scueme was dependent on tue agreement of the Power 
Co. 

‘the CHAIRMAN (Sir John Snell): Do you not think the double 
system of transmission lines you contemplate will mean an 
unnecessary expenditure on the transmission system ?—41 don t. 

You are of opinion that there will be no unnecessary ex- 
penditure of capital involved by the creation of a systein of 
high-pressure transmission lines by the joint authority and 
of a secondary system of lower pressure, but still high pres- 
sure, transmission lines by the Power Co. or someone else ?— 
lhat is so. 

ls i& your opinion that whatever the scheme adopted for 
this particular area the extra-high-pressure transmission lines 
will be necessary in addition to the.secondary high-pressure 
transmission lines of the Power Co. or someone else?—It is. 

Your point is that the protection of these important arteries 
is better carried out if they remain untapped from source to 
point of supply ?—Most certainly. 

Mr. Pace: Is not that point dealt with by retaining one 
or possibly two untapped lines between such stations and using 
the others for the ordinary purposes of distribution en route? 
—I admit that is quite possible. 

Would you advise it in your scheme?—I should not advise 
it. I don't like it at all. 

Mr. HUNTER Gray: I think you said earlier that you don't 
intend to supply and distribute. You would only supply to 
the secondary stations, which would themselves distribute ?— 
‘Lhat is so. 

Yet in Section 29 of the scheme you have the power to 
rre yourselves?—That is in districts where there 15 no 
supply. 

1t is put to me that there is no district without a supply ?— 
That I cannot say. 

Mr. Hellord, in answer to further questions, conceded that 
there was no engineering reason why the Power Co. should 
not do the work suggested, that the company's policy had 
never been an obstructive one, business negotiations had been 
amicable, and that it had expressed willingness to enter into 
working agreements with the Leeds Corporation. 

Mr. J. A. GREENE, for neighbouring small bodies, concerned 
himself particularly with the finance of the scheme. Did eu 
not provide, he asked, that Leeds would get a capital station 
without paying any of the expense of creating it? 

The Witness: It provides first for assistance by grant. 

And it is quite clear to the Corporation that there will 
be no contribution from the ratepayers of Leeds at all ?—Unless 
there 1s a deficit. 

But surely a deficit would be met from the Exchequer? 
The capital expenditure on your leeds station would be met 
by the Joint Electricity Authority, and not by the Leeds Cor- 
poration, although it would in effect supply the consumers 
within the city of Leeds?—Certainly. 

Suppose there was no Joint Authority, in the interests of 
the city of Leeds would you have to have that capital station"? 
— Yes. 

And in that case who would pay for it? It would be met 
by loan in the ordinary way ?—Certainly. 

That might lead to an increase of rates?—It might. 

But under this system there could be no increase in the 
rates, could there?—No. 

The witness further agreed that there might be friction 
between the Joint Authority and Leeds itself, but thought 
Leeds would adopt any policy which was for the good of the 
area. 

The CHAIRMAN : Your proposal does not in any way interfere 
with the distribution in any local government area?—That 
18 80. 

Mr. GREENE: Do you expect as a result of this scheme that 
the price of electricity will be decreased?—I do. 

Mr. J. C. McGratu, for the West Riding County Council. 
took up Mr. Hefford on that point, and both entered into much 
detail as to bases of calculations and estimates applying to 
future years, the estimates showing a eaving on the scheme 
that would not be effected in the ordinary course of indepen- 
dent evolution of existing stations. 

Mr. McGnRaTH: At any rate, your scheme is entirely de- 
pendent on State aid? If that is not forthcoming the scheme 
falls to the ground?—If the money is not forthcoming, yes. 

I suggest that it is a particularly bad time to enter upon 
any public scheme involving the outlay of large capital sums. 
Do vou agree?—Yes, I do. 

Will you agree that the economic conditions are extremely 
unfavourable ?—Quite. 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that on the estimates the scheme 
would expend less money than would go in individual de- 
velopment of existing stations, for some years, at any rate. 

Mr. McGratu: I suggest to you that the proposal is a very 
serious mistake. and that the proper thing to do would he 
to have trunk inter-connecting mains running from the capital 
power stations to the towns proposed to be served. I suggest 
that to centralise the whole thing at this point 1s not advis- 
able ?—I don't agree. 

Mr. Hefford was also cross-examined for the Yorkshire 
Woollen District Electrical Tramways, Ltd., and was then 
reexamined bv Mr. Wooll. 

Sir Rosert Fox, town clerk of Leeds, followed Mr. Hefford. 
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On the question of the constitution of the controlling autho- 
rity, he said it was not thought desirable to have a large 
governing body. Cross-examined by Mr. Miller, he said the 
Leeds Corporation had come to the conclusion that so far as 
l eeds was concerned they could arrive at the same ultimate 
position. without any Joint Authority. 

But that would involve expense for Leeds?—Quite so. 

leeds will take no financial responsibility ?—1hbat is 80. 

I suggest that that is not a very fair position for Leeds to 
take up. They will want electricity just as much as anyone 
else in the future, will they not?—Certainly they will. They 
will take their fair share. At present, the witness added, 
Leeds could supply itself with electricity without any danger 
of its falling on the rates. They had been asked to take part 
in combating national waste, and they considered that if 
they were to do that and to help other places to do it, they 
were quite Justified in saying there ought to be no call upon 
the rates of Leeds in doing so. 

On the resumption of the inquiry, on May 20th, Sir ROBERT 
Fox denied that Leeds Corporation contemplated any pre- 
ferential advantage to the city by its scheme; any advantage 
which might accrue from successful application for State sub- 
sidy would be enjoyed equally by all concerned, and any dis- 
advantage which might result from the extinction, by gradual 
atrophy, of existing undertakings was not contined to the 
undertaking of the Yorkshire Electric Power Co. 

Sir Harry HAWARD questioned the witness as to whether he 
considered reasonable the fact—which be had admitted—that 
there was a certain element of double representation given in 


the settlement of the amount of electricity supplied in districts. 


which were served by companies; under the Leeds scheme the 
companies would have representation and also the local autho- 
rities of the districts in which the companies operated. 

The WITNESS agreed that there might be a little objection 
to that, but fancied that any remedy might prove worse than 
the disease. He agreed that it did not follow that the local 
authorities of the districts were entitled to equal representation 
with the local authorities which were authorised to undertake; 
but it had been a convenient way of constituting a sufficiently 
small board to be workable. 

Sir Harry HAWARD: Is it not rather an unusual method of 
constituting a Joint Authority, where you are providing for 
representation of different interests, to pool the voting? By a 
combination of certain of the voting parties those parties 
inight elect the whole of the members of the authority.—I must 
arrive at some basis on which to constitute representation. 
The basis really applicable is that of consumption of electricity 
and the statutory requirement of representation of those who 
would provide the electricity. I suggest they should all have 
equal voting power" because the one common and leading 
factor is consumption of energy. 

Sir Harry Hawarp: It seems to me that by pooling the 
votes and providing no definite representation of the two 
classes of local authorities and companies, you stand a chance 
of a particular combination getting entire control of the Joint 
Authority.—It opens the possibility, but I am prepared to take 
the risk. I cannot think a public-minded body would be open 
to a resort of that kind. Further, you would be open to that 
risk on any kind of constituted Joint Authority, and I don't 
think anything can debar the possibility of such methods of 
election. Sir Robert added that he would be prepared to 
amend the Leeds scheme in the direction of providing for 
definite representation until further order, giving Leeds five 
representatives, the Power Co. four, Bradford three, and the 
other authorities voting as a class. 

Counsel for a railway company suggested that the amend- 
ment proposed would involve abandonment of the Leeds 
general principles.—Witness said it would obviously follow that 
there ought to be a provision that in any future revision of 
the scheme relative consumption would be the main factor. 

The CHAIRMAN (Sir John Snell), commenting on the essential 
differences of attitude towards the Power Co.'s continuance. or 
otherwise, as between the Leeds and Conference schemes, 
asked Sir Robert if he had had any negotiations with the 
company which he was at liberty to divulge, with regard to 
subsequent acquisition. — Witness said he had only had nego- 
tiations with the company with regard to a suggested working 
agreement. Asked whether he had any definite objection to 
the continuance of private enterprise, provided that it could 
be done efficiently in conjunction. with existing plant and 
without involving local authorities in the heavy expense con- 
templated, the witness said he could not say that the view 
of Leeds Corporation had been expressed in that precise form, 
but its general attitude raised no objection whatever to private 
enterprise; 16 very much appreciated what private enterprise 
was doing, but in arriving at its conclusions it had had in 
inind the fact that whatever its point of view might be it 
had no power to do otherwise except with the consent of the 
Power Co. to be merged. which had never been anticipated 
as being likely to be obtained. Tt understood that there could 
not be public control unless the company was prepared to 
give up private enterprise on terms satisfactory to itself. 

Is it the opinion of your Council that the object would be 
gained in the promotion of the best scheme, whether public 
or private?—Undoubtedly; it is purely a matter of business, 
and not of sentiment or politics. 

Mr. ARTHUR COLLINS, citv treasurer of Birmingham. gave 
evidence as a financial expert, on behalf of the Leeds scheme. 
In answer to Mr. Wooll, he said he had been consulted in 


connection with the financial side of joint electricity aud other 
schemes up and down the country, and he wished it to be 
understood that his views related entirely to the West Riding 
situation, with its own peculiarities, and were not of general 
application. Leeds held a predominating position in this 
matter, not merely from the standpoint of responsibility for 
capital provision, but the actual incidence of expenditure, 
whether it should be borne by ratepayers or by consumers 
generally. The figures of connections in 1914 showed 36,000 
kW for Leeds, as against 25,000 for Bradford, the next biggest, 
and the Leeds dominance was maintained throughout the 
years up to and including 1920 (as near the present as was 
ascertainable), when the Leeds connections were 81,000 and 
Bradford 55,000 kW. He had no definite statistics of the 
Yorkshire Power Co., but he understood the 1920 figure was 
about 29,000 kW. 

Mr. Hunter Gray, for the Power Co., said the figures for 
that authority were: 1914, 30,100, increasing to 62,000 in 1990, 
so that the company came second and Bradford third.—Wit- 
ness accepted the figures, though he expressed surprise to 
learn that Bradford, apparently, as leader of the Conference, 
was proposing to buy out an undertaking bigger than itself. 
The figures given meant that since 1914 there had been ap- 
proximate increases of 125 per cent. for Leeds, 1114 per cent. 
for Bradford, and 110 per cent. for the company, despite the 
retarding influences of wartime. ‘There certainly had been a 
striking electrical development in the area. For the future 
Leeds was estimating a demand for 79,000 kW in 1931 and 
Bradford one for 62,000 kW. As measured by energy sent out 
Leeds, as amended by the engineer, anticipated in 1931 a 
supply of 190 million kWh, and Bradford 140 million. He: 
was sorry he had no corresponding estimates of the Power Co. 
The witness emphasised the fact that Leeds alone was doing 
practically as well as anybody on the present conditions as 
measured by cost. During the year ended March, 1920, Leeds 


‘was able to deliver coal into the generating station at an 


average price of 25s. 8d. per ton, which was cheaper than 
any other station whose figures had been given, and the cost 
of generation was only 0.733d. per unit, the lowest cost 
figures of any given; Bradford's, the next lowest, was 0.8674. 
The coal cost in Leeds had been 0.509d., considerably lower 
than most others, and Bradford's was 0.599d. Those facts, 
witness suggested, lent strong support to the Leeds view that 
it was going a long way for the general good, and should not 
be called upon to pledge its rates. It had been said in evidence 
that Leeds was in about the same position whether acting alone 
or in the scheme, but as a matter of fact, it was slightly 
worse off financially under the scheme than if it carried on 
alone. 
(To be continued.) 


A Heart-breaking Appeal,—The supply manager who 
received, and has sent us, the following piteous appeal must 
be truly hard-hearted if he turns a blind eve to it. Even if 
he be so callous as to ignore the moral suasion, he must give 
way before the dire threat contained in the third paragraph of 
this extremely cogent letter :— 


MOST IMPORTANT. 


* Confectioner's Shop,” 19, —— Street. 
The Manager, March 3lst, 1921. 


Electric Works. 


Dear Sin, I Happen to live at the above address, and have 
A place of Business for which I find Rent and Rates are very 
heavy and I open my Shop all day on A Wednesday Every 
Week. There is no Half Holiday in my Business. And last 
night I was Without Light or Fire for A very Long Time, I 
have no Fire for any purpose Except Electric Light. 

How Would you feel if you had been in my place Last 
Night. The pressure has been very poor for Heating purposes 
for A good While and Seeing how things are Even now 
Do you propose to Extend and Try to supply Electric Light 
and Heat for the new Houses on The Estate before you have 
Some means of giving A Better Supply to your present Cus- 
tomers. Just Think these matters over please, and I hope vou 
will endeavour to let us have A Better Supply of Electricity 
and A Reliable Continuity, before you attempt to Supply a 
New lot of houses. If the Supply is So Feeble Now and Apt 
to Fail entirely What Would happen if you had more Cus- 
tomers to Supply. Please Try to prevent us being in the 
Dark in the Shop in Business Hours and Please Do Not let 
us Freeze for Want of Electricity. 

I Hope you Can Manage at all times to let us have enough 
Electricity To Boil The Kettle. If not You may expect us 
to Come to Your house to Warm our Selves, See A Light 
and have A Cup of Warm Tea. ‘There are Five of us here, 
and So your Family would be A Little Larger if we all come. 
And So For vour Own Comfort Sake Perhaps you will Trv 
Your Best To Comfort us with A good and Constant Supply 
of Electricity and oblige 

Yours Respy., 
Mrs. L. 


P.S.—There is plenty of Electricity in the Atmosphere. 
Get it and Send us plenty please and As Soon as you can Let 
us have it Cheaper Than it is. God will not Charge you 
anythıng at all for the Supply. 
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NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 


(NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 


Gempiled expressly for thie journal by Mzssgs. Szrrow-Jowss, ODU anp 
STEPRENS, Chartered Patent Agents, „ High Holborn, London, W. C. I. 


192. 


13.094. Electric arc welding." C. Hardy. May 9th. 

13,117. " Elextro-magnetic apparatus for recording sound." A. F. Sykes. 
May 9th. 

13,173. " Braking direct-current series motors with recuperation of energy.“ 
G. Meyrarth and Soc. Anon. des Ateliers de Secheron. May 9th. (Switzere 
land, August 18th, 1920.) 

13.181. „ Flux for welding or depositing metals electrically." J. R. Bover 
and District Chemical Co., Ltd. May 9th. 

13.182. Generation of continuous waves for wireless telegraphy and tele- 
phony.” A. Blondel and M. Touly. May 9th. 

13,132. *' Apparatus for production of electrolytic compounds and their em— 
ployment.” J. T. Niblett. May 10th. 

13,202. *' Electric lighting or illumination." A. Bell. May 10th. 

13.224. Means for adjustably fixing and retaining magnetos, &c.,. on 
bracket," J. B. Brown. May lUth. 

13,231. ** Trolley-guiding device for electric tramcars, &c." G. A. Lister. 
May 10th. 

10 "Electric. switches for motor- vehicles, &c." G. A. Lister. May 
th. 

13.245. Windings of alternating current machinery.“ British Thomson- 
Houston Co., Ltd., and H. W. Taylor. May 10th. 

13.255. Electric locomotives." E. C. R. Marks (Soc. Anon. Constructions 
Electriques de Belgique). May 10th, 

13.260. High-frequency multiplex. signalling system." 
Co., Ltd. (Western Electric Co., Inc.). May IUth. 

13.270. Apparatus for cancelling: electrical signals.“ 
and M. J. Railing. May 10th, 

13.279. Cut-out devices for magnceto-electric machines.“ A. M. Allen and 
R. B. North. Mav 10th. 

13.280. Magneto-electric machines." A. M. Allen and R. B. North. May 


Western Electric 


*, 


J. J. V. Connaughton 


14,288. Thermionic devices.“ 
and A. Meissner. Mav 10th. 
i 13.294. Electro-magnetic radiation or induction.” W. E. Hitch. May 
lth. 
13,304. “ Eleetrically-propelled ships.“ R. MacGregor. May llth. 
13,335, *' Electrical. apparatus for remagnetising Magnets.” S. H. Best. 
May llth. ] 
13.336. * Sparking plug." 
June I7th, 1920.) 
13,348. '' Interlinking electric. power. stations." A. M. Taylor. February 


W. Fitze, Ges. fur Drahtlose Telegraphie, 


R. Bosch Akt.-Ges. May 11th. (Germany, 


13.349. Electrical. distribution in alternating-current systems," A. M. 
Tavlor. February 7th. 
13.300. '' Electrical. distribution in alternating-current systems.” A. M. 


February 9th. 
13,351. © Electric. combined lock and bolt," EJ. 
'ranei May Lith. 

13.355. Electric resistances.” J. J. J. M. Kluijtmans. May 11th. 

13,369. Spring couplings for electric locomotives, &c.“ F. Krupp Akt.-Ges. 
May llth. (Germany, May 28th, 1920.) 

13,381. '* Thermal relays." — Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. May 
llth. (Germany, June 3rd, 1920.) 

13.391. Current-distributors of electric ignition systems." J. H. Run- 
baken. May llith. 

13,398. 13,399. *' Electric accumulators.” W. O. Garbutt. May llth. 

13,405. '' [ncandescent eiectric lamps.” K. Kambayashi. May IIth. 

„ 13.406. Thermocouple manometers." K. Kambayashi. May 1th. 

13.425. Systems for producing electrical oscillations." British Thomson- 
Houston Co., Ltd. (General Electric Co.). May 11th, 

13,426. “ Electric discharge devices.“ British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 
(General Electric Co.). May Ilth. 

13,427. Regulating sysiems for dynamo-electric machines,“ British 
Thomson-Houston Co.. Ltd. (General Electric Co.). May lith. 

13.4414. Commutators for electric ignition systems," F. W. Baker. May 
12th. 

13.167. Device for recording and checking telephone calls.” C. W. 
Cooke, J. E. Copeland, W. Rogers, J. G. Sutherland and W. C. Sutherland. 
Mav 12th. 

13.487. Apparatus for protecting electric supply circuits comprising aerial 
lines.“ Akt.-Ges. Brown, Boveri et Cie. May 12th... (Germany, May 15th, 
1920.) 

13.488. Commutation of a commutating electric machine,“ K. Nobubara. 
May 12th. 

13,492. '* Transforming an alternating electric supply to a supply having a 
larger number of phases." SN. A, Stigant. May J2th. 

13.495. Method of distributing electrical. power." R. M'. Cowin. May 
12th. 

13.497. Electric furnaces.” I.. J. Hancock and T. R. Hancock. May 12th. 

13.513. Automatic telephony." — I.. Turcat. May Ith. (France, May 
12th. 1920.) | 

13.516. Attachment for electric. lamps, lamp-holders, Kc.“ F. W. Salway. 
May 12th. 

13,521. t Relays.” S. M. Day. May 72th. 

13.557. *'' Device. for explanation. of construction, &c., of electric arma- 
teres.’ C. B. Brook. May 13th. 

14,909) “ Resistance element for electric heating, &c., apparatus," J. K. 
Catterson-Smith and C. W. Stopford. May 13th. 

13.561. % Earphone." V. A. Foot. May 13th, 

13.566. '' Methods for controlling relative phases of alternating current," 
W. H. Eccles. May 13th. 

13.572. Wiring systems for electric light and power installations." L. J. 
Lepine. May 13th. 

13. „% „ Electric switches.“ A. Reyrolle & Co., Ltd., and J. Schuil. May 
13th. 

13,001. *'' Lapping strips of paper, &., on electric conductors, &c." €. J. 
Beaver and E. A. Claremont. May 13th. 

13.604. '' Universal relays.” General Railway Signal Co. 
(United States, July 19th, 1920.) 

13.619. “Cooling arrangements for dynamo-electric machines.“ Metro- 
politan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. May 3th, (United States, May 17th, 


Francis and W. 


May 13th. 


120.) 

13,621. *! Process. for obtaining deposits of iron by electrolysis.” Soc. 
d'Electro-Chimie. et. d'Electro-Metallurgie. May 13th. (France, June 9th, 
1920.) 


1.622. Process for obtaining metallic electrolytic deposits easily detach- 
able from the cathode." Sor. d'Electro-Chimie et d'Electro-Metallurgie. May 
13th. (France, June 18th. 1920.) 

13,630. *'' Electric signalling," B. Davies, Eastern Telegraph Co., Ltd., and 
F. Ryan. Mav 13th. " 

13,642. '' Electric railway trains with refrigerator. cars," Akt.-Ger. der 
a i i Escher, Wyss, et Cie, May 13th. (Switzerland, Mav 25th, 
T20, 

13.657. “ Device for automatic synchronisation of electric clocks, &c." C. 
M'. Hirst. May 13th. 

13.665. “ Magnetic clutches, &c.“ J. W. Hall. May 13th. 

13.666. *'* Flectrically-heated vulcanisers.’’ H. Frost & Co., Ltd., and W. 
H. Welch. May 13th. 

13,668. “ Current-collecting shoes." II. E. Gaze and J. D. Twinbcrrow. 
Mav 13th. 

13.671. '' Automatic reversing switch, &c., for dynamo-electric machines.” 
A. H. Darker and J. Stone & Co., Ltd. May 13th. . 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS, 


Tae numbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications wili be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


.- 2019. 
20,368. '' Combined. electric bell and battery. S. R. Brown. August 1815, 
1919. (162,310.) 
21,580. bleetredes for electrical accumulators. M. Rreher. November 
Jed, 1917.  (132,259.) 
248,796. “ Contacts for electrical switches, switch fuses, plug connectors, and 
the like." H. F. Shanahan. November 20th, 1919. (162,320.) 


32,244. '' Thermionic valves." II. St. J. De A. Donisthorpe. December 
Aird. 1919. (0162,338.) $ i 
32,576. '' Magnetos," American Bosch Magneto Corporation. Februan 


20th, 1919. (137,152.) . 
32,597. '' Magnetos for multicvlinder engines." American Bosch blagnets 
Corporation. March 27th, 1919. (Addition to 139,152.) (140, 748.) 


; 1920. 


1,810. '' Rotary apparatus for converting electric currents." British Thom» 
son-Houston Co., Ltd. (General Electric Co.). January 20th, 1920. (162,353, 

2.029. '' Mouthpieces for telephone transmitters," G. A. Lines. January 
Bnd, 1920. (162.56.) 

2.338. Electric valves or tubes for use in wireless telegraphy and ter- 
phony.” A. K. Macrorie, C. L. Fortescue, G. B. Bryan and H. M. Airey. 
January 23rd, 1920. (162,367.) 

2,01. * Burglar and like alarms." A. V. I. Bond. January 27th, 1220. 
(162,379.) 

2,710. “ Electro-deposition of metals upon iron and alloys of iron.” R. J. 
Fletcher. January 28th, 1920. (162, 391.) 

2,522. '' Electric transformer arrangement," F. E. Berry. January 29:h, 
1920. (162,394.) 

3.313. Electro-magneticallvy-operated valve- mechanism for 
Lustion engines. W. C. Harrigan and R. A. Lye. 
(162, 412.) 

3,446. Alternating current induction motors.“ Aktieselskabet Jydsk 
Elektro. February 4th, 1920. (Addition to 141.671.) (162,415.) 

4.103. Apparatus for use in testing electric lamps, fuses, sparking plugs. 
and induction coils." W. S. Wolff. February lUth, 1920. 4162. 128.) 

5,025. Electrical distribution fuse boards, fuse boxes, and the like,“ Mid- 
land Electric Manufacturing Co., Ltd., and H. E. Sutherland. February 19th, 
1920. (162,449.) 7 

5,442. Carbon-brushes for dynamo-electric machines.” 
Morgan Crucible Co., Ltd. February 23rd, 1920. (162.461.) 

5,644. Mine signalling apparatus." T. H. Hill. February 25th, 1930. 
(162,465.) 

5,816. “ Vapour arc lamps." Siemens & Halske Akt.-Ges. July 26th, 1918. 
(139,506.) 

5,904. Fuse boxes, switch pear, and other electrical gear contained in 
boxes or cases." F. W. Abbgtt. February 27th, 1920. (162,470.) 

5,949. Alternating current electric instruments for indicating synchrer rm 
power factor, phase difference, or the like." Nalder Bros. & Thompson. Lie, 
and C. L. Lipman. February 27th, 1920. (162, 471.) 

6.543. Code-signalling arrangements for party-line telephone systems.” 
Automatic Telephone Manufacturing Co., Ltd. June 30th, 1919. (146.079. 

7.046. Electro-magnetic device for re-magnetising permanent magnets.” 
G. A. Foehl. March 20th, 1918.  (140,074.) 

7.699. Electric fuse holders." F. Shergold and A. H. Maxwell. Marci 
J5th, 1920. (162,487) 

10.748. Method of preventing injurious ` earthing currents in electrical 
nets." Akt.-Ges. Brown, Boveri et Cie. April Vth 1919. (141,756.) 

11.894. Machine switching telephone exchange stems.” Western Electric 
Co., Ltd. September 14th, 1917. (142,488.) 

12,835. “ Incandescent cathode rectifiers for alternating currents." Naam- 
looze  Venootschap Philip's Gloeilampenſabricken. December 2nd, 1313. 
(154,872.) 

13.216. Electric switches." S. E. Hall and W. Hall. May 13:h, 1920. 
(162,546.) 

13,969. “ Dvnamo-electric machines," Siemens Bros. Dynamo Works, Ltd, 
and P. H. H. Jantzen. May 20th. 1920. (Addition to 146,624.) (162,5232.) 

14,105. “ Electrical apparatus for railwaw signalling.“ Tyer & Co., Ltd, 
and F. Downes. May 21st, 1920. (162,553) 

16.726. “ Process for electrical gas purification," Metallbank und Metal. 
lurgische Ges. Akt.-Ges. & J. E. Lilienfeld. August 8th, 1918. (145.477 .1 

18,373. *'']oint-overing sections of electric cable conduits." T. Wragg & 
Sons, Ltd., and F. J. Aubrey. July 2nd, 1920. (162,579.) 

19.802. Building commutators for dynamo-electric machines." V. G. 
Apple. January 22nd, 1917. (147,774.) : 

19.862. Enclosed etectric are devices.” 
Ltd. October Mth, 1915. (147, R17.) 

23.090. “ Electric emergency lighting installations." P. Das. August 5th, 
1920. (162.587.) 

25,046. Receiving apparatus for electrical oscillation." 
lose Telegraphie. September Gth, 1919. (150,701.) 

96,820. ‘ Cut-outs for clectrical circuits.“ M. Grob & Co. September 20th, 
1919. (151.285.) 

27,61. Thermal relays for use in electrical circuits.“ 
Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. October 6th, 1919. (152,024.) 

28,861. ‘ Motor controllers." Igranic Electric Co., Ltd. (Cutler-Hanumner 
Manufacturing Co.). October 12th, 1920. (162,596.) 

31,331. Transmission dynamometers.“ F. Krupp Akt.-Ges. 
9709 1919. (Addition to 147.137.) (154,581.) 

33.684. Spring contacts for electric fuse-carriers and like electric fittinags. 
W. T. Henlev's Telegraph Works Co., Ltd., and W. S. Wakefield. November 
29th, 1920. 1162.602.) 

35,340. '' Electric coupling devices." S. E. Smith. 
(162,606.) 
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Railway Construction In Japan.—In the cours» of an 
authoritative survey of the railway construction and exten- 
sions in progress or projected in Japan appearing in the Far 
East. Commercial Supplement, it is stated that the boring of 
the Tan-na-Yama tunnel has been commenced, headings hav- 
ing been made 4,007 feet long at the eastern end, and 4,315 feet 
at the western end. For excavating, pneumatic excavators 
are used, with an air-compressor placed at each end of the 
tunnel. For carrying building materials and = transporting 
excavated earth, a light railway of 2 ft. 6 in. gauge is to be 
laid, electric locomotives hauling the trains. An electric 
generating station is to be built to supply the power at the 
western éntrance of the tunnel. Till the completion of this 
generating station, the compressed afr required by the pneu- 
matic excavators is to be supplied by steam engines placed at 
both sides of the tunnel. Further details of the railway con- 
struction work contained in the article may be inspected br 
United Kingdom firms interested on application to the 
Enquiry Room, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, Westminster, S. W. I. i 
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No. 2,971. 


THE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY BILL. 


IN our last issue we printed a rejoinder, from the pen of 
a well-known authority, to our leaderette on this sub- 
ject; it reached our hands too late to admit of comment 
in the same issue. Needless to say, we welcome any 
sincere expression of opinion, no matter whether it sup- 
ports our views or controverts them; what we are all 
seeking is the trüth, and the subject under discussion is 
so exceedingly complex that to arrive at the truth is even 
more difficult than usual. A false step now may delay 
the progress of electricity supplv for years to come. 

With much of our critic's arcicle we are in general 
agreement; his fundamental aim is ‘‘a cheap and 
abundant supply of electricity ’’—with the proviso that 
it really shall be at least as cheap as the existing under- 
takings can make it. Clearly, however, he holds that 
the proposals now before the Electricity Commissioners 
offer no real prospect of producing a cheap supply— 
that they will, in fact, involve an increase in the cost 
of energy at the consumer’s terminals. That is a ques- 
tion which can only be decided by detailed study of the 
conditions obtaining in each case, which is one of the 
main objects of the inquiries that are being held by the 
Commissioners. 

But it is of the first importance to make it clear that 
our critic's remarks are almost wholly directed to the 
question of electricity supply in the Metropolitan area, 
whereas our article, with the exception of a single short 
paragraph, applied to the whole of the 13 districts 
delimited provisionally or otherwise by the Commis- 
sioners, and this fact should be borne in mind in 
considering the pros and cons. We have not yet seen 
the report of the financial expert on the scheme for 
the London area,” referred to by the author, and 
therefore must confine our remarks to matter which 
has been made public in this connection. We have in 
the first place Mr. Leslie Gordon, hon. secretary of the 
Conference of Local Authorities, making the following 
statement to the Executive Committee :— 

Neither from a company point of view nor a local 


authority point of view is it practicable to call into 


existence a Joint Electricity Authority as contemplated 
by the Act of 1919, and as suggested not only by the 
Conference of Local Authorities, but also by the London 
County Council, and further by a powerful group of 
companies supplying electricity within the area in 
question, without the necessary financial powers. 
The practical effect of the scheme, with the powers of the 
present Bill, will be to stop the wasteful system of pro- 
ducing an inefficient and costly supply in many parts 
of the area by excessive capital expenditure on existing 
unsuitable generating stations. The capital cost in- 
curred in carrying out the Conference scheme will be 
considerably less than the inevitable capital expenditure 
upon existing stations under the present system to meet 
the growing demand, while the saving in working costs 
of administration will be enormous. The risk of anv 
charge falling upon the rates in any part of the area 
is a very remote contingency.” 

Mr. Gordon naturally speaks for the local authorities; 
the engineering scheme put forward by them, however, 
is identical with that supported by the London com- 
panies, and it is the only scheme which applies to the 
whole of the Metropolitan area. It essentially involves 
the establishment of a Joint Electricity Authority for 
the district, and that Authority cannot act without the 
financial powers embodied in the Bill. 
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It is clear, therefore, that the Bill is, as we stated, 
essential to the reform of London's electricity supply ; 


and by reform we by no means refer only to the provision ` 


^6 


of a cheap and abundant supply," but also to the 
unification and standardisation of systems and voltages, 
and all the other improvements which can only be effected 
by centralising control. 
admittedly be the work of many years; but is that a 
reason why we should delay its commencement? Surely 
the sooner we start, the better. 

Failing the Bill, what..is,.the- alternative! — To per- 
petuate the existing chaos, and to make the best of the 
situation by linking-up the present generating stations 
and installing new plant in them, where possible. But 
how far can that process be carried, ànd how long will 
it meet the needs of London! From the evidence given 
at the inquiry regarding the Barking station, and other 
data, it is clear that the limit will soon, be. reached— 
and the steps necessary to meet the future needs of the 
area should not be delayed. An examination of the 
reports of London undertakers for the past year shows 
that the demand: is increasing very rapidly; that the 
heating and cooking loads are developing at a great 
pace; and that already the difficulty of coping with the 
position is being increasingly felt. In isolated cases 
it is true that plant can be installed amply adequate 
for the local requirements; but that does not solve the 
main problem. Moreover, all such plant will have to 
be bought at the same prices as plant for super-stations 
—and more of it will be required. 

Hence, while we await the publication of the enor 
of the financial expert with keen interest, we are not 
convinced that the Joint Electricity Authority, and 
therefore the Bill, is not necessary to the welfare of Lon- 
don’s electricity supply. T 

With regard to the two amendments suggested, the 
first would appear to wreck the whole scheme; to the 
second, however, we have no objection: to offer, and we 
may remark that the Commissioners, at. the Chester and 
North Wales Inquiry (Erec. Rev., March 4th, 1921, p. 
269) definitely and explicitly declared that if after the 
establishment of a Joint Electricity Authority there was 
a particular undertaker in the district whose under- 
taking could be extended at a cheaper rate, and with a 
greater benefit to the people in the area than the alterna- 
tive course of taking electricity from some distant 
supply, they would not refuse to sanction the extension 
of that station. Hence it is certain. that the Commis- 
sioners agree in principle with the amendment sug- 
gested as, indeed, they: are bound to do if they carry 
out the main purpose of the Act of 1919, to provide a 


cheap and abundant pp ” of electricity. qs M 
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We conclude in this issue our sum- 
mary of the pamphlet issued by the 

Position of the Amalgamated Engineering Union in 

Engineering reply to the statement published - by tlie 

Industry. Engineering and the National Em- 

| ployers' Federations, dealing with the 

present economic position of the engineering and allied 
industries. pn 

We are publishing fairly lengthy extracts (dni the 
reply, feeling that both statements should have a fair 
share of publicity among the very varied classes of 
men on both sides who are our regular weekly readers. 
The parts that we have omitted fróm the reply are 1 
political and polemical. | 

We found some fault with ihe employe ers for not being 
political enough, and for omitting'to layat the door of 
the Government a very large share of blame for our 
present economic position. Their pamphlet was too re- 
strained in its references: ‘to Govérnment. finance, and 
almost too severe in its avoidance of anything | like 
political invective. 

With the reply under consideratioh njo such: faulf can 
be found.’ It is almost’ entirely Political. The 'tom- 
mencing paragraphs are rich in thé current phraseology 
of the politician, sneering a little at the artist“ 


The Economic 


To complete that process will 


engaged by the employers to create an atmosphere oí 
urtificial gloom. They speak of poison gas and ires 
air—hyperbole and analogy of the mists and mouu- 
tain tops"' type, and quite worthless in considering 
facts. One may remark that if the employers engaged 
an artist, the unions einployed a poet. 

But to come to the subject matter, the first real instal- 
ment of reply gives a table comparing engineering 
exports in 1913 and 1920, and showing a very large in- 
crease approaching one hundred per cent. in values in 
the latter year. The pamphlet omits to point out that the 
increase is only apparent, owing to the enormously en- 
hanced prices, the actual quantity of goods being lower. 

With regard to one of the main causes, certainly the 
most important, of the present position, viz., the 
foreign exchanges, the clear and scientific handling of 
the subject by the employers is -treated with contempt. 
The pamphlet says ‘‘ The treatise may be disregarded. 
It is an impudent attempt to create a bogey by mystin- 
cation." This is no reply, but a deplorable exhibition 
oi carelessness or ignorance with regard to the matter. 

The statement that our exchange in the United States 

being adverse ought, according to the employers, to have 
produced an opposite result, and to have caused our 
engineering productions to flow into the United State: 
and elsewhere, is, we fear, & measure of the extent to 
which the trade unions have grasped the position. [t 
does not seem to have occurred to them, that the State 
do not import machinery at all (except in very speciil 
unimportant cases), but produce all they require aud 
inuch more, the balance being exported. 
„The pamphlet blames the emplovers chiefly for sup- 
porting a Government which is seeking to impose import 
duties and to exclude German goods. Now, whatever 
may be one’s views upon Free Trade, it is hardly fair to 
blame engineering employers for the present policy. The 
Labour Party, by constantly splitting the opposition 
vote, at three-cornered by-elections, has probably done 
much more than. all the engineers put together to keep 
the present Government in power. But this is a devia- 
tion into politics pure and simple. 

There are further arguments maintaining the import- 

ance of a home market supported by high wages, and 
speaking of a conspiracy to reduce wages, but no attempt 
is made to show how a reduction of wages is to lw 
avoided. The one obvious remedy which might have 
been tried, viz., an abandonment of Ca’ Canny '' and 
an increase of output, is not referred to. 
An attempt is made to show that the position of the 
engineering trade is not bad, and a short list of divi 
dend-paying concerns is put forward in proof of pros- 
perity. This, of course, will mislead no one, as the facts 
are notorious. The reclaiming of Excess Profits Duty 
is also mentioned, but as this comes to an end before the 
close of the year, it obviously cannot be relied upon to 
maintain wages for long. 

Without following the authors in their excursions into 
foreign policy, we venture to ask whether they will now 
apply themselves to the economic situation, and put for- 
ward some definite practicable plan for avoiding the 
imminent losses with which wage-earners, investors, and 
emplovers alike are threatened. 


THE fact that the Organising Com- 

The ^ ' mittee of the Lower Severn Ele- 
Lower Severn tricity District has decided that it is 
Deadlock. not justified in taking further action 

at present towards the formation of à 

Joint Electricity Authority opens an interesting ques- 
tion. As this Committee was the only body that was 
proposing any scheme, it is obvious that nothing further 
‘can be looked for in the way of a voluntary proposal. 
Under Section 5, Clause 2 of the Act of 1919, where 
it appears to the Electricity Commissioners that the 
existing organisation of the supply of electricity 1n s 
district provisionally delimited can be improved, the 
t Commissioners are required to hold a local inquiry, and 
under Clause 3 it is provided that if no scheme submitted 


! is approved by the Commissioners, the latter may then. 


vol. 88. No. 2,271, JUNk 3, 1921.] 


HE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


108 


selves formulate a scheme. Now that the contingency 
anticipated by this last clause has arrived, it will be 
interesting to see whether the Commissioners propose 
to put forward a scheme, or whether the matter will 
drop. In this case the initiative came from the district 
itself, since, as will be remenibered, there was & pro- 
posal locally to form a Joint Electricity Authority 
within a few weeks of the passing of the Act. Hence 


the holding of an inquiry did not imply that the Com- — 


missioners had decided chat the existing organisation 
stood in need of improvement. However, it is obvious 
‘that, under the Act, the next move lies with the Elec- 
tricity Commissioners. Phey have no power to impose 
a scheme of their own upon the district, and we suspect 
that they will pursue a policy of ‘‘ masterly inactivity ”’ 
in that quarter. 


THE meeting at the Institution of 
Electrical Engineers last week was 
worthy of the occasion—the first to be 
held in the Institution's own building 
for four vears; there was a crowded attendance, and 
the subject of the lecture was of exceptional interest. 
Mr. Alfred Johnsen explained the nature of the pheno- 
menom that he, jointly with Mr. Knud Rahbek, dis- 
covered in 1917, and the numerous applications which 
had already been found for it, in the most lucid manner, 
and the interesting experiments were entirely successful. 

We congratulate the Institution upon securing this 
remarkable demonstration, through the instrumentality 
of Mr. LI. B. Atkinson, aided by Mr. Frank Gill, as well 
as the Danish inventors who gave it. Our ‘‘ Correspond- 
ence columns to-day show that the phenomenon had 
been observed in this country as long ago as 1880; but, 
as Mr. Campbell-Swinton points out, it was discovered 
and utilised by Mr. Elisha Gray, of Chicago, and in 
an article by the late Sir W. H. Preece, published in 
THE TELEGRAPHIC JOURNAL of September Ist, 1877, it is 
recorded that Gray’s invention was made in 1873. We 
quote the passage in our '' Notes’’ columns. However, 
full credit is undoubtedly due to Messrs. Johnsen and 
Rahbek for, first, rediscovering the phenomenon; 
secondly, perceiving its importance; and thirdly, turn- 
ing it to practica! use so thoroughly and so quickly. 


The I.E.E. 
at Home. 


WE cannot imagine that the British 
Government will permit the Postinaster- 
General's proposals relating to the in- 
crease in charges for overseas circulation of .printed 
matter to be put into force. With a desire. to be polite, 
we might allude to the proposition as short-sighted or 
mistaken, but if we express our real feelings without 
restraint, we must describe the plan to put difficulties 
in the way of the foreign distribution of British 
trade and technical journals, catalogues, price lists 
and technical books, as a piece of crass stupidity 
on the part of somebody, and as one of the biggest 
blunders committed by the Post Office. t 
more important for the well-being of the millions 
of industrial and commercial workers and their 
families, than the fullest possible circulation of printed 
matter prepared in the interest of the foreign trade 
o; the United Kingdom? We have been often warned 
from Government and other circles that British propa- 
ganda abroad is weak and inefficient in comparison 
with that of rival peoples, and now, when the trade of 
the nation needs every ounce of help and energy that 
can be contributed to that end, so that the British 
Foreign Trade Flag may be kept flying high everywhere, 
a most unbusinesslike, short-sighted—nay, absolutely 
stupid— policy is introduced by a Government Depart- 
ment which has no concern with the fact that its penny- 
wisdom is in effect certain to be a hundred-pound- 
‘foolishness. Not only will the Post Office lose in revenue 
by making the prices of trade literature appear to be 
prohibitive:to the reader abroad, but he will compel 
firms who dispatch publicity literature thence in pursuit 


Penny: Wise. 


of trade, to cut down their schemes, with a correspond- 


Ing decrease in resultant business, greater unemploy- 


What is 


ment at home, and less profit to be taxed. We add our 
voice to the general protest of the industrial community 
against & proposal which ought on no account to be 
allowed to go any farther. The bread and butter or the 
community are at stake. We may make a present of 
millions sterling to the miners, but we will charge the 
uttermost farthing to everybody who is so unwise as to 
try to secure export trade! Tut! Tut!! 


On May 27th, Mr. E. J. Graves, of 
Sheffield, gave a lecture at the Institu- 
tion of Mechanical Engineers on the 
world’s currency system. It was announced by the pre- 
sident that the lecture would be reported in the. Pra- 
ceedings of the Institution, and we heartily recommend 
our readers to look out for it. 

The lecturer dealt with the subject exhaustively, and 
showed how currency systems had grown up and super- 
seded barter, and how, after trials of other standards, 
we had, to our great advantage, finally selected gold 
of a standard purity as our standard of currency. 

It might be expected that such a subject as currency 
and the exchanges might be dry and difficult to follow, 
but Mr. Graves delighted his audience with a most 
interesting and eloquent discourse. He ended with a 
moving appreciation of the currency and exchange sys- 
tems which we have now in existence, and prophesied 
nothing but evil for any attempt to tamper with them. 

While he was thus praising what exists it was im- 
possible to exclude the thought that there is another 
side to the picture. He did not say that at the present 
time our gold standard is practically non-existent, and 
that the foreign exchanges have absolutely broken down, 
thereby making international trade almost impossible, 
and reducing whole nations to beggary. 

We are inclined to think that something has got t 
be tampered with soon, if a world catastrophe is to be 
avoided. The very fact that the value of our currency 
is gradually rising makes it more and more difficult to 
sell our goods abroad. ; 

If we may be permitted one more criticism, it is that 
enough stress was not laid on inflation of credit as dis- 
tinguished from inflation of currency. The two things 
are not exactly the same. But the need for public 
economy was insisted upon most strongly. 


Currency. | 


| APPARENTLY the final word has yet to 
À Second Dutch be uttered in connection with the ques- 
Electricity tion of Government intervention in the 
Commission. electricity supply industry in Holland, 
for it is announced that a new Govern- 
ment Electricity Supply Commission is to be appointed 
to give effect to a resolution adopted recently by the 
Second Chamber of the States General—the so-called 
Van-Beresteyn-Marchant motion. It was the passing of 
this resolution which induced the Government to with- 
draw the Bill creating a semi-public authority to con- 
trol the generation and transmission of energy through- 
out the country. 'In Dutch industrial circles the com- 
position of the new Commission is looked forward to. 
with interest, and the hope is expressed that the Govern- 
ment, in making the nominations, will not repeat the 
mistake which was made in connection with the former 
Commission, which was constituted in April. 1919. Al- 
though very largely interested in the supply of electri- 
city. the industrial consumers were not even represented 
on the first Commission; thev had no opportunity of 
expressing their opinions on the proposals made by the 
Minister of Public Works, and their advice was not 
officially sought. Not only so, but even the views of the 
Council of Industry were not heard on the scheme. If 
these vast interests had been invited to co-operate iu 
reaching a satisfactorv solution of the problem, it is 
considered that the defunct Bill would not have experi- 
enced the check to which it was subjected through the 
resolution adopted bv the Second Chamber, and if the 
new Commission is to be successful in its work, it is 
submitted that the assistance of the industrial and other 
large consumers will have to be obtained. 
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THE UNITED ALKALI 


CO. Ss POWER STATION. 


A New Mersey-side Station at Wlidnes. 


AT the recent general meeting of the shareholders of the 
United Alkali Co., Ltd., at Liverpool [whose activities 
cover a wide field, and which owns works at Glasgow, 
Newcastle-on- Tyne, Widnes, St. Helens, Fleetwood, Bristol, 
London, in Spain, and America] Mr. Max Muspratt, chair- 
man of the company, recalled the difficulties through which 
the company had passed, mentioning that during the last 
six years it had been taxed to no less a sum than £1,759,233, 
as against a net dividend distribution of £1,847,905, or 
98. 2d. in the £ of the gross amount divided. In addition, 
on the instructions of the Ministry of Munitions, it had 
expended just under 24 millions on new plant. The 
termination of the war left the company with many arrears 
of repairs to overtake, and new plant only partly com- 
pleted, and to have failed to make good the dilapidation 
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That is the dark side, but it must not be assumed that 
the outlook is all gloomy. The company is optimistic witn 
regard to its prospects and, notwithstanding the present 
discouraging depression, looks to the future with confidence. 


SN * ^ * 
W v AS 
QQ EXHAUSTER 
YQ X 


— 


CIRCULATING 
WATER RETURN 


Fig. 1. —PLAN OF STATION AND CIRCULATING-WATER ARRANGEMENTS. 


and to complete the 
valuable, but costly, 
plant would have 
pl aced it in a 
opelessly inferior 
position, as compared 
with its competitors. 
The gradual develop- 
ment and transfer- 
ence from the old to 
the newer processes 
which had been 
hoped for have not 
been possible, and as 
a result of alterations 
in processes, certain 
works have had to be 
permanently closed, 
while large parts of 
the Hardshaw Brook, 
McKechnie, and Heb- 
burn undertakings 
will not be restarted. 
Other works, which 
are at the moment 
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FIG. 3.—TRANSVERSE SECTION OF STATION. 


idle, are being kept in commission for the 
of an early recovery. 


present in case 


FIG.. 4.—SEcCTION THROUGH BOILER HOUSE. 


The overtaking of deferred repairs and the introduction of 
new processes are practically complete and, in particular, 
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the electrolytic plant is in perfect order, as is also the new 
electricity generating station at Widnes. For a century 
the Leblanc process served the heavy chemical industry 
of the world, and sentimental regret is felt at the 
necessary changes; nevertheless, the training that process 
gave is no small asset. The most important improvement 
in the company’s position during the year was the discovery 


ge 


FId. 5.—CoAL TIPPLER AND ELEVATOR, 


of brine at Widnes, not of standard quality, but happily well 
suited for the process the company has installed. Property 
has been acquired, and borings made, with the result that 
sincethe beginningof 1921 theelectrolytic 
plant has been worked practically entirely 
on brine obtained locally. By the middle 
of last year the disorganisation due to 
the war had been overcome, and the 
efficiency and the work done are showing 
gratifying improvement. Dr. G. C. 
Ulayton, however, is not yet completely 
satisfied with the results obtained, and for 
that reason the works are being equipped 
with many additional improvements. 
One of these is the up-to-date power 
station, fig. 2, which has been erected on 
the bank of the river Mersey, between the 
West Bank Dock and the L. & N.-W. 
Railway Co.’s bridge which spans the 
river from Widnes to Runcorn, in 
order to supply the company's numerous 
works in and around Widnes with elec- 
„ tricity. Although somewhat restricted, 
the site chosen is a convenient one from 
the point of view of fuel and ample 
, condensing water supplies, and for the 
disposal of ashes. The station, which 
is unique inasmuch as under normal con- 
ditions it operates at a load factor 
of over 90 per cent., at present 
contains only two 25,000-kW  turbc- 
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generator sets and eight boilers, but it is interest- 
ing because the existing buildings contain founda- 
tions, &c., complete and ready to accommodate addi- 
tional plant of a larger capacity than that mentioned 
above, and it would, therefore, be possible for it to augment 
the existing supply of the district without any serious 
delay, a fact that sbould be borne in mind now that the 
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FId. 6.—MoTOR-DRIVEN ASH EXHAUSTER. 


Electricity Commissioners have practically settled the 
destiny of the Mersey and West Lancashire Electricity 
District. The station could not, of course, supply Widnes 
itselk on account of the rights of the Mersey Power Co., 
Ltd., but there should be no difficulty in laying cables 
to furnish a bulk supply to the Joint Authority when 
constituted, to the Mersey Power Co., or to other authorised , 
undertakers in the surrounding districts. 

The general lay-out of the station is clearly shown by the 
plan and sectional elevations, figs. 1, 9 and 4 ; the station 
buildings include offices, staff and workmen's mess and 
dressing rooms, stores, and a fitting shop; an electric lift, 
controlled by push-buttone, and supplied by Messrs. Smith, 
Major & Stevens, Ltd., serves the various floors, while a 
20-ton electric crane spans the turbine room and, as will be 
seen from fig. 3, a railway line is laid from end to end of 
the turbine house. 

Rock was found near the surface on one side of the 
Station, but on the other it was necessary to pile, and the 
16-in. diameter reinforced-concrete piles were cast in situ in 
the following manner : — l 


Fig. 7, —BoiLER HOUSE, 
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A steel tube was placed on top of a loose cast-iron point, 
and driven into the ground until the required final set was 
obtained. Reinforcement was then placed inside the tube 
where necessary, and the tube was next filled with concrete 
to a height of several feet (depending on the length of the 
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FIG. 8.—TURBO-GENERATOR ROOM. ut vo 


pile) above the level at which it was desired to finish the 
head of the pile. The tube was then slowly pulled out of 
the ground, leaving the loose cast-iron point at the base of 
the pile, and as the tube was withdrawn the concrete sank 
and expanded, thus filling up the hole 
formed by the tube. Some of the 
piles, reinforced with 1-in. bar down the 
centre, are 11 ft., and others nearly 
30 ft. long, their average length being 
20 ft., and the approximate total length 
of piling 15,000 ft. ; 741 piles were 
driven under the station, or an average 
of 35 per week. The superstructure, 
fig. 2, consists of reinforced - concrete 
columns and beams, and large mass 
concrete piers, the framework being 
filled in with brick panels. 

The storage and handling of coal is 
provided for by means of railway sidings. 
The contents of each wagon is dis- 
charged by an automatic tippler, fig. 5, 
into a hopper feeding an aatomatic bucket 
elevator, the latter in turn feeding a 
conveyor which distributes the coal to 
overhead reinforced concrete bunkers ex- 
tending the full length of the boiler 
house along its centre. The bunkers 
have a total capacity of 900 tons of 
firel, and are covered by the conveyor 
floor and housing. As will be seen fr. m 
fig. 7, travelling stokers convey the coal 
from the bunkers to the farnace hop- 
pers, and in so doing measure the amount 
of fuel consumed. Incidentally, it may be mentioned that 
a laboratory-is-being fitted up, and one boiler set off for the 
purpose of testing the fuel used. A recent fuel analysis, 
i.e., January, 1921, gave the following figures :—Calorific 
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value of coal burnt = 8,840 B.th.u.; fixed carbon = 
35:25 per cent.; volatile matter = 27°15 per cent.; ash 
content = 30°18 per cent.; and moisture content = 7:42 
per cent.: and the best result obtained under normal con- 
ditions of operation, but at an output of only about 2,000 
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kW, was 2:5 lb. of coal per kWh generated, the fuel con- 
sisting chiefly of Lancashire rough slack. , 
The boiler house is set at right angles to the turbine 
room, the firing floor being 14 ft. above the basement level, 
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Fic. 9.—TURBO-GENERATOR AND CONDENSER AUXILIARIES, 


and it will ultimately befftin 12 boilers which will involve 
. the duplication of the existing coal-handling plant. At 


present, the building houses eight Babcock & Wilcox 
water-tube boilers, arranged four on each side ; each boiler 
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has a heating surface of 6,591 sq. ft., and is capable of 
evaporating 25, 000 lb. of water per hour at 220 Ib. per 
sq. in. pressure. An integral superheater having a heating 
surface of 1,590 sq. ft. adds 200° F. superheat to the steam, 
. and two Underfeed ** E" type stokers, with a grate area of 
137 sq. ft., are fitted to each boiler, as is also a 200-pipe 
Green economiser. 

An unusual feature of the boiler house is the provision of 
a warm-air duct extending the full length of the building, 
which is constructed entirely of reinforced concrete, and 
through which the air for combustion is forced into the 
boiler furnaces by means of three (eventually there will be 
four) sets of fans after it has been drawn through the 
windings of the main generators in the engine room. Each 
35-in. Sirocco fan is driven by means of a 45-h.p. B.T.H. 
motor, running at 410 r.p.m., and is capable of supplying 
44,000 cb. ft. of air per minute at a pressure of 2°75 in. 
water gauge, or a sufficiency for three boilers burning 
12,000 Ib. of coal per hour, with a calorific value of 
10,500 B. th. u. | 

Each of the four sets (two to each stack) of 68-h.p. induced- 
draught fans runs at 360 r.p.m., and is capable of dealing 
with the products of combustion from three boilers, or a 
capacity of 94,000 cu. ft. of gas per minute, at a suction of 
2 in. water gauge, which is estimated to give a draught of 
0°35 in. ower the furnace grates, and can be regulated to Ps in. 
by means of dampers. The waste gases, after passing through 
the economisers are discharged up two brick chimneys, each 
125 ft. high, and having a diameter at the top of 10 ft. 
Three Weir steam-turbine pumps, each capable of delivering 
7,500 gallons of water per hour, or sufficient for three 
boilers, deal with the feed-water, which is heated (as 
explained later) aud stored in tanks, out of which it is 
pumped through a second heater, which derives its steam 
supply from the feed-pump exhaust. The make-up water 
from the town supply is treated in a softening plant placed 
outeide the boiler house. 


For dealing with the furnace ash and the soot from the 


economisers, Babcock & Wilcox suction equipment is 
installed in duplicate, each being capable of dealing with 
110 tons. Each boiler is fitted with two (one per furnace) 
concrete ash hoppers, which discharge their contents into a 
motor-driven crusher that runs on rails from end to end of 
the basement. The crushed ash is next drawn through 
pipes (each of the exhausters, fig. 6, is driven by a 74-b.h.p. 
motor, and maintains a vacuum of from 8 to 6 in. of 
mercury) into two receivers, shown in fig. 2, and subjected 
to a spray of cooling water before being emptied into 
railway wagons. By the use of concrete ash receivers, it is 
hoped to avoid corrosion troubles which metal receivers 
are subject to, owing to the presence of moisture and 
sulphur in the asb. 

In the turbine room, two interior views of which are 
shown in figs. 8 and 9, the generators are placed on a floor 
16 ft. above the basement level, and, as previously 
mentioned, railway trucks can be run right into the basement 
under the travelling crane. It has been built to ultimately 
accommodate four generating sete, but the plant at present 
installed consists of two of the British Thomson-Houston 
Oo.s 11-stage turbo-alternators, running at a speed of 
3,000 r.p.m. Each of the three-phase, 50-cycle generators 
has an output of 5,000 kW at 0°8 power factor, the 
generated pressure being 6,600 volts, and the speed of the 
machines is controlled from the control room by the aid of 
servo motors. The alternators are totally enclosed and 
ventilated by fans fitted to the rotors. The cooling air 
to each is filtered through an Invincible wet-air filter 
made by Messrs. Wm. Grice & Sons, Ltd., in which 
the air is brought into contact with a large area of static 
water, on to which the impurities in the air are deposited. 
At the same time the temperature of the air is reduced to 
within a few degrees of the prevailing reading of the wet- 
bulb thermometer. | 

The turbine steam consumption guarantees when 
operating with a steam pressure of 200 lb. per sq. in. super- 
heated 200° F., and at a vacuum of 28:5 in. are: 11:8 lb. 
per kWh at 1} load, 11°75 lb. at full load, 12°15 lb. at 
ł load, and 12°85 lb. at ) load. The machines exhaust 
into Worthington-Simpson three-flow surface condensers, 
each having a cooling surface of 7,500 sq. ft. Hydraulic 


vacuum and motor-driven extraction and lift pumps are 
provided, while the water from the troughs is drained into 
a tank and conveyed to the feed tanks. The condensate 
pumps discharge into a Lee recorder which, in turn, 
delivers the water to a B.T.H. heater that is fed with 
steam “bled” from the turbines at a pressure of 10 Ib. 
absolute. The heated water is then collected in the boiler 
feed tanks, as before mentioned. All the condenser and air 
filter auxiliaries are placed in the basement, as shown in 
fig. 9, and are readily accessible. | 

The station is in the fortunate position of having available 
an ample supply of condensing water from the River Mersey, 
to deal with which a pump house has been built on a site 
900 ft. from the water intake, and 330 ft. from the turbine 
room, fig. 1. The position of the intake was chosen, so as 
to ensure an ample supply of water at any state of the river, 
and at the lowest tide yet experienced the river level 
remained 18 in. above the intakes. Any difficulties due to 
silting have been obviated by providing that the rate of flow 
of water at the intakes shall not exceed the rate of one foot 
per second, at which velocity there is very little, if any, 
tendency to pick up sand from the river bed. Iu the 
settling chambers the velocity had to be slightly increased 


Fic. 10. —CIBCULATING-WATER PUMP HOUSE. 


so as to prevent the size and consequently the expense of the 
conduites becoming too great, but the actual rate of flow was 
kept under 3 ft. per second, so as to ensure that any sand 
that was carried in suspension would be deposited in 
the settling chambera, which can be easily flushed, 
rather than in the remainder of the pipe line and 
the condensers wherein the velocity reaches a figure of 
from 6 to 7'5 feet per second. The two intakes, which 
are protected by a heavy timber boom, each have an area of 
26 aq. ft., and are fitted with vertical 6-in. mesh screens; 
two reinforced concrete 8-ft. diameter culverts terminate in 
penstocks at the pump house, where the water passes through 
]-in. mesh 80-ft. deep stationary screens, which so far have 
proved very effective. After being lifted. the water is 
delivered to the condensers through two ^1-in. cast-iron 
pipes which function by means of siphonic action. 
On leaving the condensers, the water is returned to 
the river through two 21-iu. cast-iron pipes about 
150 ft. long, the ends of which are sealed in wells 
sunk below the low-water level of the river. A tank, with 
a capacity of 18,000 gallons of water, is provided for the 
purpose of flushing the delivery culverts ; one culvert is 
flushed back each day at low tide, and by timing the opera- 
tion it is possible to keep a check on the rate of silting up. 

Four screens and pump chambers have been constructed, 
but only two pumps are at present installed, fig. 10 ; they 
are Rees-Roturbo vertical-spindle centrifugal machines, 
aud are placed 34 ft. down the well Each pump is 
capable of lifting 5,800 gallons of water per minute. and is 
driven by a vertical-shaft, 440-V, 130-b.h.p., three-phase 
motor, running at 580 r.p.m., supplied by the B.T.H. Co. 
Two bus-bars and duplicate switchgear are provided, so that 
the machines can be changed over at will, and the pipe 
connections are so arranged that either pump can supply. 


either condenser. 
(To be concluded.) 
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REPORT ON THE FUTURE OF BRITISH 
INDUSTRIES FAIRS. 


Last July a Committee was appointed by the Board of Trade 
to consider the best policy to be udopted in future as regards 
British Industries Fairs, particularly in respect of the centres 
at which they should be held, the trades which should be in- 
cluded, and the classes of exhibitors who should be allowed to 
participate. The Committee, which was presided over by Sir 
Frank Warner, has submitted its report to the President, but 
we understand that no decision has yet been taken on its re- 
commendations. The conclusions and recommendations are as 
follows :— 

We are of opinion that, other things being equal, the ideal 
arrangement would be for the Fair to be concentrated in one 
centre, and that centre London. We recognise, however, that 
this expression of opinion inay require some qualification in 
particular cases, and we have given very careful consideration 
to the question whether the Glasgow and Birmingham Fairs 
should be continued as part of the British Industries Fair. It 
appears to us that, in deciding whether either or both of these 
Fairs should be continued on this basis, the criterion should be 
whether or not they receive the support of the trades con- 
cerned to a degree which would justify their being regarded 
as national Fairs. 

We are of opinion that upon the evidence submitted to us we 
are not justified in recommending the continuance of the 
Glasgow Fair as part of the British Industries Fair. The 
Glasgow Fair has hitherto failed to secure adequate support in 
the principal industries which it comprises, namely, textiles. 
boots and shoes and chemicals, and Glasgow is not well 
‘situated as a centre for these groups of trades. We therefore 
recommend that the trades which have hitherto been included 
in the schedule of the Glasgow Fair should be transferred to 
London or to Birmingham, whichever may be most appro- 
priate as regards each particular trade. 

Birmingham occupies a more favourable position than Glus- 
gow, since it is the geographical centre for many of the trades 
included in its schedule, and it has received a measure ot sup- 
port which would fairly justify its being considered as a 
national fair. We therefore recommend that it should be con- 
tinued, unless and until it should cease to receive such support. 
There are also certain practical considerations which point in 
the same direction. ‘There is considerable scope for expansion 
at Birmingham, while there would clearly for some time to 
come be great difficulty in providing the necessary accommoda- 
tion in London in addition to that required for the expansion 
of the London Fair on its present lines. The overseas buyer 
can also visit Birmingham from London at little trouble and 
expense within the day, and having regard to the bulk and 
heavy character of many of the Birmingham exhibits there are 
obvious advantages in exhibiting them at a local centre. 

We are not in favour of any new Fairs being initiated in 
provincial centres as part of the British Industries Fair. 

With regard to the question of the trades to be admitted to 
the British Industries Fair, we are of opinion that the l'air 
should be open to all branches of British industry desiring to 
participate. Even in cases where the actual exhibition of the 
products is impracticable, e.g., heavy machinery, engineering 
work, &c., the manufacturer may wish to avail himself of the 
opportunity afforded by the Fuir of bringing his products to 
the notice of overseas visitors, by means of plans, photographs, 
models, catalogues, &c., and it does not appear proper that in 
a Fair of this charac ter, organised under Government auspices, 
any section of British industry should be excluded. The ques- 
tion of the allocation of trades as between the different centres 
at Which the Fair is held is one that we feel can be left to the 
discretion of the Department to determine in consultation 
with the respective Fair Committees. 

The Fair should continue to be held, as hitherto, at such a 
time as will enable buyers from overseas to visit it en route to 
Leipzig and Lyons. 

We do not consider that, at any rate for the present, suffi- 
cient support would be forthcoming to justify the holding of a 
second Fair in the year. 

The Fair should continue in. the main to be restricted, 
hitherto, to bona-fide manufacturers, and to wholesale "ee 
taking the whole output of a factory or holding the sole selling 
rights of patented or proprietary articles manufactured in the 
British. Empire. 

The reasons which have been submitted. in the course of our 
inquiry, in justification of this policy appear to us lhezviiy to 
outweigh those urged on the other side. In the first place, we 
think that special weight should be given in this matter to the 
views of the manufacturing firms, for whose sake the Fair was 
originally established, and who have supported it from the 
beginning. The immense majority of these firms are opposed 
to the admission of the factor. We believe, too, that the over- 
seas buyer doing business on a large scale prefers dealing with 
the manufacturer direct, and the success of the Fair in attract- 
ing the overseas buyer is probably due in no small measure to 
the facilities which it affords him in this respect. It js fur- 
ther an advantage to him to know that the product of anv 
particular manufacturer is shown in the Fair on one stand 
only, and at one price, and that the manufacturer's price. The 
general admission of the factor would also make it more diffi- 
cult to ensure that only goods of British origin were included 


in the Fair. There is also the question of space, which is in- 
adequate to meet existing requirements. 

We therefore recommend that as a general rule the Far 
should continue as hitherto to be open only to manufacturers 
and to wholesale firms taking the whole output of a factory or 
holding the sole selling rights of patented or proprietary 
articles manufactured in the British Empire. 

We consider that this principle should be relaxed as regards 
textiles, in view of the special conditions existing in that trade, 
and possibly in the case of other groups of products, if simular 
conditions can be shown to exist, but we would recommend 
that exhibits coming under such categories should be shown, if 
possible, in separate buildings. 

A further question to which our attention has been drawn. 
and which we would venture to emphasise here, is the import 
ance of systematic propaganda. We are aware that the De- 
partment of Overseas Trade 1s fullv alive to this aspect ot the 
question, and that an overseas publicity campalgn is conducted 
on an extensive scale in connection with the British Industries 
Fairs. We consider, however, that the logical development o 
this poliey should involve its extension to all trade fairs and 
exhibitions held in this country which might afford oppor- 
tunities for the promotion of export trade, and particularly af 
course to any which it might be decided to run concurrently 
with the British Industries Fairs. 


LEGAL. 


SENTENCE ON CHARGE OF FRAUD. 

At the Surrey Sessions, held at Kingston recently, two young 
men from Manchester, who were engaged in business at 
Surbiton Road, Kingston, named G. E. L. Wynne (22), mer- 
chant, and Albert E. Wynne (20), packer, were charged with 

obtaining credit by means of fraud from the Notable Electi 
Co., Ltd., of Merton, the Electrical Supplies Co., of London. 

and others; also for conspiring with G. W. Lester (251, en- 
gineer, of the same address, to obtain credit from the Notable 
Electric Co. by means of fraud. Local reports of the hearing. 
published in the Surrey Comet for May 21st, show that 46 
firms were victimised. The matter was gone into in great 
detail, as there were many transactions. A verdict of guilty 
was returned against George Wynne and one of not guilty 
against Albert Wynne. Ile chairman said the prisoner G. 
Wynne had been guilty of a series of deliberate frauds, and 
would be sentenced to 12 months’ hard labour on each count. 
the sentences to run concurrently. Jester failed to surrender 
to his bail at the last Sessions, and his absence was also 
reported on this occasion. A warrant for his arrest had been 
issued, but it had not been possible to execute it. The bai 
of himself and of his surety was accordingly estreated. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters received by us after 6 P.M. N TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the following week. Correspondents should forward their communi- 
cat ions at the earliest possible moment, No letter can be published 
unless we have the writer's name and address in our possession, 


Charging for Idle Current. 


In response to the request, contained in Mr. E. W. Dorey's 
letter of May Ard. I give below an example of my method 
of finding the average power factor, and inaking a charge tor 
idle current based on it, and on the total units used; the 
latter bringing in the length of time the low power factor 
was in operation. 

I made a slip in mv letter of May 8th in saving ' the run- 
ning charge only should be altered." As will be seen from 
the ‘example the units are increased in the proportion .$/ power 
factor, so that not the running charge but the amount of 
units on that charge 1s altered. 

Example.—À 5-ainpere meter (one element reversed) in series 
with a meter of 5800/5 amperes, gives the following integration 
over a certain period :-— 


800-A meter, 27,980 units. 
5-A meter, 1081 x 800% = 17,296, 


WI — Ww, 17 296 
tan $ — 3 WI TW. „3 27,980 1°07, 
p = 47° . cos $ = 682. 
27,980 x ‘8/682 = 32,821, 


or an addition of 4,341 units to the running-charge portion of 
the account. 

Mr. Dorev’s method for integrating the kKVAh of the 
reactive and capacity. components “along with their respective 
kVA demands 18 interesting, but T would nof care to make 
out a consumer's account from them, especially if the con- 
sumer were fed through several meters when summation dials 
for all these would become necessary. 


Aberdeen: 
May 30th, 1921. 


J. D. Watson. 
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The Cost of Living in Burma. 


I have pleasure in forwarding herewith particulars of the 
cost of living in Burma, together with a table showing the 
estimated average cost under eight different headings. 

The cost of living in a boarding house and in a hotel has 
been included, and it is necessary to consider these costs 
because free quarters are not always provided, and houses 
are scarce. 

The figures given in the table are below the average for 
Rangoon and above the average for Burma generally; of 
course only averages can be given, as the actual cost of living 
depends so much on the taste of the individual, but these 
figures may serve as a guide to engineers who may be con- 
sidering an appointment in this country. 

Before accepting any appointment in Burma, I would 
strongly emphasise the importance of finding out the con- 
ditions of living and the social status of the appointment as, 
unlike conditions at home, there are few. if any, similar 
electrical appointments in the whole country. 

Most companies provide free quarters or a free house partly 
furnished, and allow one or two other extras, but particulars 
should also be obtained regarding provident fund, salary, or 
passage money during leave periods, &c. 

By taking all these points into consideration, engineers who 
may be thinking of coming to the Silken East should be 


available for a.c. brush-gear on & machine of the type con- 
sidered will usually be quite restricted, and the designer prob- 
ably was forced to rely on brushes for which satisfactory 
operation at abnormally high current densities was claimed. 
Your correspondent, unfortunately, forgot to state how many 
brushes per ring were employed; he should also have told 
us the cross-sectional area of a brush. 

I would recommend him, however, to satisfy himself that 
there are sufficient brushes, allowing a current density of 
about 100 amperes per sq. in. of cross-sectional area. He 
should also see that they are properly spaced around the 
rings. 

The explanation of the action going on, I hope, will be 
gathered from the subsequent remarks. 

It has been generally recognised for many years that current 
passing from a brush to a ring in motion will tend to “ eat,” 
or burn, away the brush surface, but not affect the ring to 
any extent; while in passing from the ring to the brush, the 
former would burn, but not the latter. To form an idea of 
the action, let us assume the case of a single brush on a ring. 
The current would then be from the ring to the brush in one 
part of the ring, representing one pole arc, and would be in 
the opposite direction in the part representing the next pole 
arc. Therefore, within a given segment, or part, the current 
is always in a given direction with respect to the brush and 


Yovxo BACHELOR, 


(a) (b) 
Item 
fornished | Sharing rented 
with 553 with two others. 

1. House rent Nil 75 
2 Food eco eee ee 120 120 
3. Sodas, wines, &c . 15 15 
4. Tobacco, Papers, &c T 10 10 
5. Lighting a Nil. 10 
6. Guests “a 886 : r 20 20 
7. Amusements 8 . wes 10 10 
8 Olub biils (EEJ 0 eoe 2b 25 
9 Clothes eee eee eee 60 60 
10. Laundry .. T seu 10 10 
11. Furniture, xo i Nil. 20 
12. Oar and chauffeur ES E Nil. Nil. 
18. Gary or motor cycle. ass 30 30 
14. Insurance ... ave Sex E Nil. Nil. 
15. Servants ... -— ius “ee 50 60. 
Total in rupees wes Pee 350 465 


Totals in sterling at present rate 
of exchange. One rupee = 1s. 3id.... | £22 15 81 


| 


able to work out from the accompanying table what their 
expenses are likely to be. 

In the table I have not included savings (a very neces- 
sary item), and would point out that unless the salary oflered 
is such that from 20 per cent. to 25 per cent. can be saved, 
the glamour of the East will soon wear off. 

With regard to salary, I would recommend that :— 

1. No young bachelor should accept a commencing salary 
of less than Rs. 500 per mensem, with free furnished quarters, 
&c., or Rs. 650 per mensem, without free quarters. 

2. No married man should accept a commencing salary of 
less than Rs. 1,000 per mensem, with a free (partly) furnished 
house, &c., or Rs. 1,975 per mensem, without free house. 

3. The agreement should provide for annual increases of 
Rs. 50 per mensem, with liberal leave allowances. 

Before accepting a salary of less than Rs. 1,000 per mensem 
a young bachelor, hoping to get married, would do well to 
consult the accompanying table, from which he will under- 
stand why some companies when advertising appointments 
state '' Single man preferred.” 


M.I.E.E., A.M.I.Mech.E., M.Amer.I.E.E., 
M.I.E. (India). 
Rangoon. 
May 2nd, 1921. 


[By furnishing this valuable and detailed information our 
correspondent has laid many of our readers under a very real 
obligation, and on their behalf we offer him our best thanks. 
—Eps. Eec. Rev.] 


Wear of Rotary- Converter Slip Rings. 


In your issue of the 90th inst., a correspondent, '' Koocaf,”’ 
reports a bad case of uneven wearing of the collector rings 
of his 500-kW, 40-cycle, 800-r.p.m., 940-volt, d.c. rotaries. His 
surmise regarding the transference of metal between the 
rings and the brushes, while not strictly true, is certainly a 
shot in the right direction. I shall refer to what is, in my 
opinion, the real cause later; first, I would hazard the guess 
that the trouble is greatly accentuated by a too high current 
density in the a.c. brushes. The amperes per ring, at about 
100 per cent. power factor, will approach 1,000; the space 


&80 5 51 230 11 114834 16 74 | £57 14 118 479 17 7j 


YouNo MaBRISD COUPLE. 


(e) (4) eo | v | € (h) 


Free house å 
house. Hotel. t y &o. iue gri Hotel 
Nil . 250 
230 300 240 240 450 575 
20 25 £20 20 23 28 
10 10 12 12 12 12 
Nil. Nil Nil. 25 Nil. Nil. 
25 30 40 40 50 60 
10 10 15 15 15 15 
25 25 30 30 30 30 
60 60 185 185 185 185 
10 10 25 25 25 25 
Nil Nil. 30 60 Nil. Nil. 
Nil. Nil 110 110 110 110 
30 30 Nil. Nil Nil. Nil 
Nil. Nil 40 40 40 40 
30 35 140 175 40 45 
470 535 387 1,227 | 980 1,125 


| 
bs 16 04 | £73 4 103 
j 
ane. It follows that, in one segment, the ring would tend 
to burn away, while in the next segment it would not, with 
the result that there would be as many low spots as there 
are pairs of poles. Large-section (therefore heavy) brushes 
would aggravate the trouble, as owing to their high inertia 
they would not readily follow the shght irregularities first 
set up, and consequently burning would occur, with rapidly 
increasing deterioration of the rings. Your correspondent 
should, therefore, endeavour so to space the brushes that each 
segment (i.e., the one-sixth part of the circumference of a 
ring) has at least one brush on it. Owing to mechanical diff- 
culties, this will, no doubt, be impossible, but the ides should 
be followed as far as possible. For instance, if half the peri- 
phery is covered with brushes, care should be taken to have 
as many brushes on segments corresponding to north, as on 
those corresponding to south polar arcs. 

If it appears hopeless to readjust the present brush gear 
successfully, ''Koocaf °’ might fit copper-leaf brushes; by 
working these at 900-250 amperes each, four would be re- 
quired per ring, two on & north polar arc, and two on a south. 
The lubrication of the rings would be the same as at present. 
These brushes, being very flexible, can easily follow slight 
variations out of true; they have a low contact drop, and 
probably the rings will operate at a lower temperature. 

Undoubtedly, the copper-leaf causes more dust around the 
rings, and so more attention is necessary to keep them clean; 
this is their only bad feature, and I know of rotaries fitted 
as above operating for years with only an occasional '' true 


up." 
W. G. Stuart. 


Trethomas. 
May 23rd, 1921. 


Fire Prevention and the Insurance Companies. 


Your issue of April 15th contained a communicated article 
under the heading Fire Prevention and the Insurance Com- 
panies," together with an editorial comment thereon. the 
theme in both instances being an attack on the attitude of 
the fire offices committee towards the question of premium 
rebates to'be granted in the case of '' protected risks.” 

It is difficult to believe that the writer of the communicated 
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article has much experience of insurance business from the 
actuarial point of view, when he makes the statement that 
the interests of an insurance company and the interests of 
the public are in direct conflict. The interests of an insurance 
company are, first and foremost, to reduce the fire loss ratio, 
and any sound-principled company prefers to turn its atten- 
tion to improving the risks under its policies, rather than 
merely to increasing its annual premium total, regardless of 
the nature of the risks insured. Are not the public interests 
equally directed towards improving risks and thereby pre- 
Venting fires? Although he may be fully insured, the property 
owner has little comtort as he watches his factory or his 
warehouse burn down, when he thinks of the interruption 
which will be caused to his turnover and the loss of business 
connections which must inevitably ensue. 

Under these circumstances the introduction of automatic 
apparatus for the detection and extinction of fire has received 
the closest attention. from insurance companies, resulting 
in the granting of a rebate from the insurance premium in 
accordance with the nature of the automatic device installed, 
and in this connection your comments are certainly open to 
criticism when it comes to comparing electric alarm devices 
with automatic sprinklers. 

The writer can speak with more authority than most in- 
surance men on the technical aspect of such devices, having 
served for a year and a half as a fireman in a large city, and 
having had actual experience of fires in a large variety of risks. 
He well knows the value of an- early alarm of fire being 
given, and he also knows what it is to reach the scene of 
the outbreak and find the fire already extinguished in ita 
infancy by the action of the sprinklers. With regard to water 
damage, 1t is well known that a fireman entering a burning 
room which is full of smoke does inevitably cause unnecessary 
water damage with his fire stream in his endeavours to locate 
the exact position of the fire, whereas a sprinkler, being 
operated by heat alone. and not by smoke, confines its water 
shower to the vicinity of the actual outbreak, and goods stored 
a few yards distant are untouched by water. 

Good as they are, electric alarm devices only make a start 
in the matter of fire detection, and it is not to be wondered 
at that insurance companies place on a higher level the ap- 
paratus which not only detects but also extinguishes the out- 
break. Incidentally, it may not:be generally known that in 
America and Australia sprinkler: installations have electrical 
connections to the fire brigade stations, by means of which an 
alarm is rung in to the brigade snnultaneously with the 
opening of the first sprinkler by the heat of a fire. 

The Royal Commission will, of course, have every oppor- 
tunitv to probe the whole question of fire prevention to its 
depths, and it will be indeed surprising if the result of these 
investigations shows the Fire Oitices Committee to be as 
blind as your contributor would have us believe to the per- 
tinent factors in this all-important and national problem. 


E. W. Hubbard. 


London. 
May 27th, 1921 . 


The Johnsen - Rahbek Electrostatic Loud-speaking Telephone 
and Relay. 


While listening to the brilliant lecture on this subject yester- 
day at the Institution of Electrical Engineers, and while 
Witnessing the very remarkable and beautiful demonstration 
with the authors’ talking violin, I experienced some dim 
feeling that I had, in the distant past, read of similar appara- 
tus working on the same principle. I remembered Edison's 
loud-speaking telephone with its rotating cylinder of moistened 
chalk, but I also recollected that in that instrument the pas- 
sage of the electric current had the effect of reducing the 
friction between the cylinder and the metallic slider rubbing 
thereon owing to electrolytic decomposition. 

This morning. from the perusal of a collection of technical 
Press cuttings nearly forty years old, I have confirmed my 
vague impression that Messrs. Johnsen and Rahbek’s method. 
in which electrostatic attraction is employed to increase the 
friction between sliding surfaces, one of which is of metal and 
the other of imperfectly conducting material, is not entirely 
new, as I find that in the late seventies a speaking telephone 
receiver based on this principle was invented, patented, and 
constructed by Mr. Elisha Gray, the well-known electrician 
of Chicago. 1 have a complete printed account of this in- 
strument, taken, I fancy, from a long-extinet journal of those 
days called Design and Work,” and find that the instrument 
is also mentioned in a lecture on telephony given by my old 
friend Mr. Conrad Cooke before the Roval Society of Arts 
on May 23rd, 1579. For his badly conducting substance Mr. 
Elisha Gray used animal tissue, such as bacon rind, pork 
skin, kid-glove skin, and even the living human hand. A 
portion of one of these was lightly pressed against & rotating 
disk of polished metal, and produced sounds and speech from 
a resonating box owing to the amount of the friction varying 
with the electrical potential applied through a step-up trans- 
former from a microphone, the effect being due, according to 
Mr. Gray'8 own explanation, to electrostatic attraction and 
repulsion between the sliding surfaces. 

Verily " there is nothing new under the sun ”: but this 
revival in an improved and modified form of what would 
seem to be an old idea appears likely to have several useful 
present-day applications, while Messrs. Johnsen and Rahbek's 


experimental demonstration of the surprisingly considerable 
amounts of force that can in this way be controlled was 
certainly most convincing. 

London. 

May 27th, 1921. 

[In a letter to The Times of Monday last, Mr. Rollo Apple- 
yard points out that in a paper on ''Contact with Dielec- 
tries read before the Physical Society of London in 1905. 
the phenomenon was described, under the name of '' reten- 
tive force." The value of the force was measured by a 
balance at voltages from 0 to 750 volts. Particulars of these 
and other tests were published in the Phil. Mag. in 1594, 1590, 
1597, and 1905. 

Prof. W. F. Barrett, in a letter to The Times of May 31st, 
went stil further back—to January 19th, 1880—on which 
date he read a paper before the Royal Dublin Society in which 
he showed that the Edison chalk-cylinder telephone really 
depended upon the principle which Mr. Appleyard discovered 
25 years later—namely, the stiction " induced when a 
current passed from a metal spring to a rotating cylinder of 
chalk or other material. Prof. Barrett described further ex- 
periments (showing that an e.m.f. was generated between the 
metal and the chalk cylinder) in a paper read before the 
Physical Society of London on March 14th, 1550, which was 
reported in THE TELEGRAPHIC JOURNAL (now ELECTRICAL RE- 
VIEW) of April 1st, 1850, p. 126. A paragraph from this journal 
of 1877 bearing on Mr. Swinton’s letter appears in our 
Notes columns. —Eps. Exec. REv.] 


A. A. Campbell Swinton. 


Coal Shortage and Oil Fuel. 


In almost every engineering and daily paper that is read 
to-day one continually reads of the conversion of some works’ 
boilers from coal to oil burning, because we have placed all 
our eggs in one basket, and continue to do so. 

“When are we going to give the internal-combustion engine 
a real start in life and get some good work and experience trom 
the Diesel engine? 

I quite agree that the changes which are taking place to-day 
are emergency changes to keep works running, but on the 
other hand, we have had several stations running on Diesel 
engines for ten years or more, and many are quite satisfactory ; 
surely we should now be in a position to place some reliance 
in them. I am afraid that people who have not had Diesel 
experience are allowing them to fall into the same category 
as the gas engine has had to be content with for many years 
—simply because of neglect or misunderstanding. 

My experience has been that the design, material, and 
workmanship of gas and Diesel engines are such that, given 
normal care and attention, you have quite a happy time with. 
them; I have spent many happy years with both types. 

In your notes for May l3th the following appears in con- 
nection with one installation: Apart from the advantage 
that oil fuel is available, while coal supplies are likely to be 
short for some time, it is claimed that the conversion will 
result in considerable economies, because :— 

1. Consumption is 50 per cent. less than coal. 

9. One man can do work requiring six men in the case 
of coal fuel. T E i 

3. Storage 18 simpler and handling easier. 

4. Supplies can be obtained without fear of interruption. 

The above four items which have taken seven weeks of 
strike to bring forward, are well worth considerin; and com- 
paring individually with what might have been the case had 
20 or 30 per cent. of the plant in our medium and small 
stations been Diesel engines or gas engines, working on a 
new type of producer where coke can be used efficiently and 
the tar burnt off at the furnace top. ` 

Take case (1); this seems to point to the fact that we are 
at last going to be compelled to realise and acknowledge that 
the days of 3.5 lb. of coal per kWh must be looked on as 
a wastage of our fuel resources. 

If we go a little deeper into the matter, we find that most 
Diesel engine makers guarantee to produce one kWh for 
0.5 lb. crude oil. Now take to-dav's figures. One works 
gives 70 tons of oil to do the work of 100 tons of coal. and 
the respective prices are £490 and £300. So that oil is at 
£7 per ton and coal at £3 per ton, while one recent contract 
in your columns for May l3th showed that the contract. had 
been closed at the average price of 43s. 4d. per ton for all 
grades of coal. m | 

In your issue of May 97th, Glasgow Corporation quote the 
coal consumption of their older stations (that is, those which 
are running to-day with the new Dalmarnock station) to be 
3.42 lb. per kWh generated, so that for stations up to 2,000 to 
5.000 kW capaeity we can safely double this figure and say 
7 lb. per kWh generated. 

If we take the case of coal at £3 per ton and at 3.12 lb. 
per kWh generated, we get a fuel cost of 1.097d. per kWh. 

Now take oil at £7 per ton and at 0.5 Ib. per kWh generated, 
we get 0.375d. per kWh, or just about one-third the cost. 

If we base the price of oil on the coal figure we find we 
can for the same fuel cost afford to pay a tremendous price 
for oil. Take the price as above of 43s. 4d. per ton of coal; at 
the verv low figure of 3 lb. per kWh, this gives a fuel cost 
of 0.600 J., and with oil a£ 0.5 Ib. per KWh, we could for tlie 
same fuel cost per KWh pax £12.9 per ton of oil. This oil 
in pre-war days was purchased at £2 per ton when coal was 


€——X————— ——— ——————————————AÓÓ——(——B (M 


Vol 88. No, 2,271, JUNE 3, 1921.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 


711 


14s.; the fuel costs then were as follows: Coal 0.225d. and 
oil 0.105d. per kWh. 

There 18 every reason to believe that these figures will soon 
return to a pre-war balance. For several years I have plotted 
the curves for oil prices, and it is known that well over 8U per 
cent. of the increase is due to freightage charges. 

Now, if we take the smaller stations at 7 lb. of coal per 
kWh generated, and coal at £3 per ton and oil at £7, we 
get a fuel cost of: Coal-2.247d. and oil at C. 375d., which 
shows what could be saved by the smaller stations in addition 
to labour saving and a conservation of our coal; many of our 
smaller stations would be free from coal strikes, and so leave 
a bigger margin of good coal for the larger stations where 
it can be burnt and one kWh produced, as at Dalmarnock. 
for 1.71 lb., which, after all, is not much to be proud of. 

If our medium and smaller stations had installed, say, 30 
per cent. of their plunt of Diesel or gas engines, they would 
to-day be carrying on, and giving most of their consumers 
an adequate supply. 

Case (2). One man can attend to several Diesel engines, 
and so continue the great labour saving that can be shown 
when we are forced by circumstances to accept something 
different to the beaten track. 

Case (3) follows in each case, and is very noticeable com- 
pared with the large floor space occupied by our coal storages. 

Case (4) 18 no less glaring than 1, 2, or 3, and after the 
wany strikes that have occurred of late years, should be well 
marked. 

I consider that many of our to-day extensions to the medium 
and smaller stations should be in the field of gas and Diesel 
engines. The electrical industry would then reap a great 
benefit by putting a cheap supply within the reach of every 
householder and manufacturer. Where any gas is available 
it should certainly be used at its maximum efficiency, and 
then the case of Diesel engines should be very carefully con- 
85 for any extensions to run in parallel with the existing 
plant. 

There are many stations in this country where Diesels are 
installed, and [ feel sure that the experience of the engineers 
of these plants would be very useful. 


| S. H. Fowles, A. M. I. E. E., A.M.I.Mech.E. 
Jarrow-on-Tyne. 
May 30th, 1921. 


The Grading of Mains Engineers. 


-I have read with some amusement the letter of P. S." 
deriding mains engineers; it is just the same old story over 
again, each man thinks he has the worst job, but '' P. 8.” 
wil certainly not improve his bv trying to belittle others. 
Personally. I am always glad to see the next man get a sub- 
stantial increase, because if he can get it, then there is some 
hope for me. Each post has its own advantages and other- 
wise. I often envy the ''inside" man, because he can 
walk round the whole of his work in an hour, and when his 
eight-hour shift is finished, he is free. 

Not so the mains man; he must make two or three journeys 


per day to different sets of men, perhaps miles apart, in all 
weathers, and when he reaches home he is still at the call 
of the telephone, and often has to turn out at all hours of the 
night. I have gone to bed and got up again three times 
the same night. I have had 25 years of both shift and maine 
work, so I know a little of each. 

Thanks to the E.P.E.À., together with the valued support 
of the Review, things are improving, and it is up to '' P. S." 
to support the Association, attend the meetings, and ventilate 
his grievance there, and always remember that criticism, 
to be of any value, should be helpful, and not destructive. 


| A. B. 
May 25th, 1921. 


C. T. S. in Iron Pipes. 


I should be glad to learn whether any reader has had any 
failures of small C. T. S. wires or cables when enclosed in an 
ungalvanised iron pipe in any situation underground or other- 
wise, due to the action of rust, and if so, after how many 
years? 

I think the question is of some interest, particularly to 
wiring contractors, as it is often required to place wires in 
pipes underground, say, to a garage, and in this position 
it is well known how rapidly ordinary braided or lead-covered 


V.I.R. wires fail. 
B. W. Gothard. 
i Electrical Engineer. 
Aldershot Electricity Works. 
May 26th, 1921. 


Submarine Cable Telegraphy. 


Regarding the article under above heading in the ELECTRICAL 
Review of May 6th, 13th, and 20th, and with special reference 
to footnote t concerning paragraph 18 on page 576 (May 6th), 
may I point out that my surmise as to constant 4 c.h.p.l. 
having been adopted to cover cable Morse, is mistaken? 

5 4 applies to recorder equal time dot-dash code 
only. 

Corresponding constant in Morse work is 5.28 c. h. p. l. 

A simple way to utilise, for Morse, all formule, graphs, 
tables, and scales included in the above article, is to multiply 
by 0.57392 all final results obtained therefrom whether for 
K or for L. 

New matter relating to Morse code for cable purposes will 
soon be submitted for publication. 

Edward Raymond Barker. 

London. 


May 27th, 1921. 


A Peculiar Phenomenon. 


We regret that in the interesting letter by Mr. C. R. O. 
Hadfield in our issue of May 27th, an error occurred in 
paragraph 6, line 1, ‘ the bluish fluorescence is characteristic 
of bad and lithium glasses." This should. of course read: 
“ Lead and lithium glasses.“ —Eps. Etec. Rev. 
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BUSINESS NOTES. 


. Bankruptcy Proceedings.—GroRGE WILLIAM LESTER, 
electrica] engineer, lately carrying on business at 14-6, Surbiton 
Road, Kingston-on-Thames, in the name of Lester & Browne.— 
Under this failure accounts have been lodged at the London Bank- 
ruptcy Oourt showing liabilities £1,904 (unsecured, £1,824) and 
assets ' nil" According to the observations of Mr. F. T. Garton, 
Official Receiver, & previous failure is recorded against the debtor 
in May, 1919, when a dividend of 2s. 5d. in the £ was paid under a 
deed of assignment on liabilities of about £1,000. He further 
states. that, having been previously employed as an electrical 
engineer, he, with another, entered into partnership, and traded 
as electrical engineers under the style of Herrtage, Lester & Co., at 
4, Queen Street Place, E.C., each finding capital of £25; in or 
about September, 1917, differences arose, and the partnership was 
dissolved ; the debtor then continued to carry on the business 
alone, and assumed all the liabilities; in May, 1919, he called a 
meeting of his oreditors and executed a deed of assignment in 
favour of a trustee, who decided to sell his business as a going 
oonoern ; the purchaser eventually sold the business to a limited 
company, the debtor being appointed managing director, at a 
salary of about £4 per week; he continued in this capacity until 
about February, 1920, when he resigned. He then, with £25 
borrowed capital, resumed business on his own account at 
44046, Surbiton Road, Kingston-on-Thames, as a wholesale 
electrical engineer, under the style of Lester & Browne: after a 
few months’ trading, owing to lack of capital he transferred hia 
business to a limited company, which only took over the assets, he 
remaining responsible for the liabilities, the consideration being 
the payment of £70 in cash and the allotment of 2,505 shares as 
fully paid, and was appointed managing director, at a salary of 
&750 per annum. About March, 1920, he opened a branch busi- 
ness at Nottingham, and carried on until about June, 1920, when, 
owing to its not being successful, he closed it. He had since 
October, 1920, been without regular occupation. The debtor 
attributes his present failure to bad trade, extravagance, and losses 


by betting. The deficiency account showed a net loss of £1,333 un 
the trading since October 30th, 1919. in spite of which his house- 
hold, personal, and medical expenditure during the same period 
amounted to £693, and he lost £117 by betting. l 

A sitting of the Court was appointed to be held before Mr. 
Registrar Francke for the public examination of the debtor. The 
Official Receiver reported that on February 4th the debtor was 
ordered to file cash and goods accounts, and to attend at the depart- 
ment to give particulars. He had not attempted to comply with 
that order. Criminal proceedings were pending againat the debtor, 
and it appeared from a newspaper report that he had failed to aur- 
render to his bail under those proceedings. In the absence of the 
debtor the sitting for his public examination was adjourned sine die. 

J. F. Lyons, electrical engineer, 27, Palmerston Street, and 
Front Street, Consett, Durham.—Receiving order made May 20th, 
on debtor's own petition. First meeting, June 8th; public exami- 
nation, June 9th : both at Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

P. DowNIE, electrical engineer and factor, 355A, Westborough 
Road, and 88, Ronald Park Avenue, Southend-on-Sea. — First 
meeting, June 7th, at 14, Bedford Row, W. C.; public examination, 
July 6th, at the Shire Hall, Chelmsford. 

S. H. DouGHERTY (Mersey Electric Co.), electrical engineer, 
Liverpool.—First meeting, June 3rd; public examination, 
June 27th ; both at Liverpool. 

R. P. BAKER & F.C. STUBBS (Sheffield Electric Construction Co.), 
electrical engineers, 124, Pond Street, Sheffield. — Receiving order 
made May 27th, on debtors' own petition. 


Company Liquidations.—AMPERE ELECTRICAL ENGIN- 
EERING AND PLATING Co., LTD.— Particulars of claims, &c., must 
be sent to the liquidator, Mr. T. L. Hammond, North-Eastern Bank 
Chambers, Fowler Street, South Shields, by July 1at. 

Sun FUEL Co., Ltp.—A petition for winding up has been pre- 
sented by Mr. P. J. Mitchell, a creditor, and it is to be heard on 
June 7th, 
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LAoy-HULBERT & Co, Lrp.—Winding-up voluntarily for 
reconstruction. Liquidator, Mr. G. H. Hill, 91, Victoria Street, 
S.W., who is authorised to consent to the registration and to enter 
' into an agreement with a new company, to be called Lacy-Hulbert 
and Oo. (1921), Ltd. Meeting of oreditors called for June 6th, 
at Boreas Works, Beddington. 
ELECTRO-CHEMIOAL DEVELOPMENTS, LTD. — A meeting of 
members is called for July 4th, at Waye, near Ashburton, Devon. 
Liquidator, Mr. E. A. Ashcroft. ! 


Dissolution of Partnership..—WARwICK & WALKER, 
electrical engineers, 107, Church Road, Birkenhead.—Messrs. N. 
Warwick & A. Walker have dissolved partnership. Debts will be 
attended to by Mr. A. Walker. 


Trade Announcements,—O wing to a recent fire, MESSRS. 
AMES & Co. have temporarily transferred their offices from Market 
Place to 6, York Chambers, Long Eaton, where all correspondence 
should be addressed. 

THs MIDLAND SUPPLY Co. has removed from Paradise Street 
to larger premises at 53. Summer Row, Birmingham. 

Messrs, MARSHALL& PLUMTREE, Ltd., of 20. High Holborn, W.C. 1, 


announce that their telephone number has been altered to 


" Ohancery 7144." 

Messrs, Electrical Utilities, Ltd., have appointed Messrs. F. W. 
PARKES & Co., of 65, Dame Street, Dublin, to represent them in 
the South of Ireland. 

Mr. DOUGALL, electrical engineer, of 22, South End, Croydon, 
announces that he is retiring from business. 

Mr. F. H. DENNIS, electrical engineer, of Chelmsford, has 
removed his busineas to the Chelmer Works, 21c, High Street. 

Mr. William Raine, who was for 20 years with Sykes & Co., 
has commenced business as an electrical engineer with his son, 
trading as WILLIAM RAINE & Co., at 9, Ooniscliffe Road, 
Darlington. 

THE MACKENZIE HOLLAND, AND WESTINGHOUSE POWER 
SianaL Co., LrD.— This company has removed to 82, York Road, 
King’s Oroes, N. 1. 

THE LONDON SHAFTING AND PULLEY Co. has removed to 
Northdown Works, Northdown Street, King's Cross, N. 1. New 
Telephone number : “ North 196." 


Catalogues and Lists.—BRrTISH CENTRAL ELECTRIO 
Co., LTD. 6 and 8, Rosebery Avenue, E.C. 1.—Monthly List of 
electrical machinery, including steam turbines, alternators, d.c. 
generators, and a.c. and d.c. motors. 

THE BRITISH ALUMINIUM Co., LTD., 109, Queen Victoria Street, 


E.C. 4.—Publication, No. 173, dealing with numerous examples of 


the application and working of sheet aluminium. The list is well 
illustrated, and shows reflectors, distilling apparatus, aeroplane 
parts, and other articles. 

Economic ELEOTRIO, LTD., 10, Fitzroy Square, W. 1.—A compre- 
hensive general catalogue of small electrical appliances and 
apparatus. The list, which is fully illustrated and priced, includes 
small motors and dynamos, telephone instruments, electric bells, 
pocket lamps, dry cells and accumulators, spark coils, X-ray 
tubes, &c. 

MESSRS. PARMITER, HOPE & SUGDEN, Hulme Electrical Works, 
Manchester.—A splendidly produced catalogue of “ Fluvent" and 
" Ajax" electrical switchgear. Full prices and illustrations are 
given of magnetic blowouts, ironclad three-phase and double-pole 
fuse boxes, coupled boards, crane control panels, inspection troughs 
and sealing boxes, switch fuses, unit type switchboards of many 
types, mining type switchgear, and the Rotaloc” fuse system. 

THE GENBRAL ELECTRIO Co., LTD., Magnet House, Kingsway, 
W.C.2.—Booklet No. V 2,532, giying illustrations and prices of a 
wide variety of Freezor fans for ac. or d.c., wall, ceiling or 
table. Also automatic shutters and regulators for fans. 

THE LAwTON MACHINE TOOL Co., Burgess Street, Sheffleld.—An 
illustrated leaflet, giving details and prices of Lawton simplex 
oil burners. 

X-Rays, LTD., 11, Torrington Place, Gower Street, W.C. 1.—An 
illustrated pamphlet describing the '" Ped-o-Soope," a device for 
use in shoe-fitting.  - 

LANGHAM ENGINEERING O0., Park Street, Slough, Bucks.—A 
list giving details and illustrations of Langham " d.c. motors and 
dynamos, Fully priced. 

SIMPLEX CONDUITS, LTD., Garrison Lane, Birmingham.— Leaflet 
No. 881, a pamphlet illustrating a number of interchangeable 
lighting fittings for building up into various styles. 

THE CAMBRIDGE AND PAUL INSTRUMENT Co., LTD., 45, Gros- 
venor Place, S.W. 1.—4A postcard advertising List No. 191, dealing 
with “ Oambridge’’ potentiometers, &c. 

Messrs, STUDEBAKER, LTD., 117-123, Great Portland Street, 
W. 1.—4 booklet, illustrated in colour, describing the 
“Talley Light house-lighting plant and its advantages. 

MzssBs. E. P. ALLAM & Co., 107-109, Gray’s Inn Road, W. C. 1.— 
Monthly Stock List of d.c. motors for sale and hire — June, 1921. 

MEssRS. HENRY WALLWORK & Co. (1920). LTD., Roger Street, 
Manchester. Two well -prod uced booklets, illustrated and fully 
detailed dealing respectively with gear generators and worm gear 
devices (including several applications to electrical machinery). 
Also a number of leaflets giving further details and prices. 

Mr. E. W. Dorey, Norwich House, Southampton Street, Hig 
Holborn, W.C. 1.—An illustrated pamphlet dealing with the 
improvement of power factor by means of static condensers. 

Messrs. LEOPARD BROS., 81, Micheldever Road, Lee, S.E. 2.— 
An illustrated and priced leaflet dealing with a new bonding and 
earthing clip for wiring systems. 

Messrs. Hieas BBOS., Sand Pits, Birmingham.—" Monthly 


Magazine,” June. Prices and perticulars of ac. motors and d.c. 
dynamos and motors, hints on power required for machine tools, 
and the usual features are included in this issue. 

. THE ELECTRIC HEATING Co., George Street, Croydon.—An 
illustrated and priced pamphlet advertising electric kettles and 
the '' Elect electrical irons for domestic and tailors’ use. 


Catalognes Wanted.— MESSRS. ALDRICH & BUTLAND, 
who have commenced business as electrical and mechanical engi- 
neers at Oastle Street, Ruthin, desire to receive catalogues from 
manufacturers, &o, 


Safeguarding our Industries.— The House of Commons, 
on Tuesday, renewed ita discussion of the financial resolutions 
relating to the Safeguarding of Industries Bill. An amendment 
was moved reducing from flve to three years the period of the 
import duty of 33} per oent. on certain imported articles, 
but it was lost by 208 to 81 votes An amendment to 
substitute 10 per cent. for 334 per cent. was defeated by 244 
to 79. A further amendment to omit optical glass, &c.. because the 
industry did not require assistance, was lost by 209 to 70, and one to 
omit arc-lamp carbons from the resolution was rejected by 168 to 
75. Other amendments met similar fates, and ultimately the first 
resolution was put as a whole and carried by 194 to 74. The dis- 
cussion was then turned on to the second resolution, which 
imposes the Customs Daty of 33} per cent. to prevent dumping, 
and an amendment was moved to limit the operation of the resolu- 
tion to one year. 


The Coal Dispute.—Neither side having given way in 
matters of principle affecting the future conduct of the coal- 
mining industry, the dispute continues. 

The bulk of public service undertakings are on with 
surprising vigour after eight weeks of stoppage, and oil fuel is 
gradually being introduced to more and more power stations. 

Further developments in connection with the staff of the L.C.C.'s 
Greenwich station are foreshadowed by the Daily Herald. The 
trouble arose from the dismissal of members of Trade Unions for 
carrying out the instructions of the Transport Workers’ Feder- 
ation with regard to the handling of imported coal. The with- 
drawal of the "embargo," it having proved ineffective, led to a 
request for the re-instatement of the men whose position waa not to 
be prejudiced by their action. This has apparently been refused, 
and a meeting of representatives of the Unions involved was to 
be held on Wednesday night, when further action was to be 
discussed. 

The official unemployment figures for the week ended May 30th, 
quoted by the Morning Post, showed a further inorease, bringing 
= total up to 2,070,100, in addition to those working shorter 
ours. 


Norwegian General Strike. — The Morning Post corres- 
pondent at Christiania reported on May 27th that owing to the 
general strike, Christiania was without tramcars and gas, although 
the electricity supply was being maintained. The railways and 
hospitals were not affected by the strike. 

A later message stated that the principal electric cable in the 
centre of the city had been cut, depriving this district of light. 


Additional G.E.R. Trains.—The Great Eastern Railway 


Co. has for some time past been using liquid fuel for locomotives, 


the apparatus used being what is known as the Holden injector, 
and with recent additions it now hasa total of about 50 engines so 
fitted. These engines can without further alteration consume 
either solid or liquid fuel, as may be necessitated by circumstances. 
This, in conjunction with the use of wood and coke, will enable 
the company to extend its present limited services.— Financial 
Times. 


Electrical Trade in Italy.—Our attention has been 
called to the fact that the figures in the Italian article, page 651 
(May 20th) are incorrect. The owt. there referred to are to be 
understood as quintals—metric quintals—and not the common 
quintals, which only are equivalent to cwt. The Italian paper 
from which the article was extracted did not specify that the 
quintals in question were metric ones. Hence, from a lapee of 
attention, the mistake of the translator. 


Visit of American Trade Delegates.—The American 
and Canadian Trade Delegation at present touring this country 
visited Preston, on May 26th, and inspected various large works, 
including those of the English Electric Oo. (Messrs. Dick, Kerr's) 
and the Leyland Motor Co. 


Onting.—The ladies of the Ediswan Ponders End staff 
went for a very successful outing on Saturday, 21st ult. A party of 
nearly 100 left the works in three large charabanos for Ruialip 
Common, where various games, sports, &c., were engaged in until 
tea-time. After tea the journey was continued to Uxbridge, where 
a dinner was held at the Chequers Hotel, under the chairmanship 
of Mr. J. W. Elliott. After dinner there was & short concert, 
organised by Mr. A. P. Ambler. A hearty vote of thanks was 
given to the Ladies’ Organising Committee. 


The Cost of Living in Constantinopie.—In the Journal 
of the British Ohamber of Commeroe, p. 164, is given a detailed 
table from official sources showing the cost of living in Constanti- 
nople during the past six months, as oompared with July, 1914. 
Since November last there has been a downward tendency, but the 
cost in April was still 1,230 per cent. above the cost in July, 1914. 
The rate of exchange (pisstres) was 568, 
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The Belgian Thomson-Houston & Carels Co.—The 
directors of the Société d’Electricité et de , Mécanique (Pro- 
cédés Thomson-Houston & Carels), reporting on the year 1920, 
state that the period was one of transforination and prepara- 
tion, particularly with regard to the production of electrical 
plant. As was mentioned in the report for 1019, the company 
had just begun the delivery of electric motors made in their 
own shops, and in July, 192W, the production of these motors 
in bulk reached the figures which had been decided upon 
previously. To this branch was subsequently added the con- 
struction of rheostats, and towards the close of the year that 
of large motors and transformers. These productions had 
. now become normal, and the construction of large alternators 
and of certain apparatus has recently been commenced. As 
to the output of Diesel engines and of steam engines, it had 
been possible during the year to give these departments the 
same importance as they had in pre-war times, and the 
company had resumed the position which the Usines Carels 
had been able to obtain in foreign markets, where most of the 
production was disposed of; and it is added that 92 per cent. 
of the orders yet to be invoiced in 1921 are for foreign account. 
After recalling the advantages accruing to the company from 
the agreement concluded with the International General Elec- 
tric Co., of Schenectady, the report mentions that one of the 
results of the arrangements made was that the company had 
obtained control over the patents for the manufacture of 
incandescent electric lamps in Belgium, and was now engaged 
in establishing this branch of manufacture. For this purpose 
the company had acquired au interest in the Manufacture 
Belge de Lampes Electriques, which was to be assisted in 
improving and developing its production. While waiting until 
the company's own works at Ghent was able economically 
to unde rtake the construction of new classes of electrical plant, 
the company’s sale organisations were using the plant made 
by associated companies, and were thus securing customers 
for the company's own products. On the other hand, the 
company had already supplied to allied companies some elec- 
trical plant made at Ghent, and several thousands of motors 
were being built for the account of the International General 
Electric Co., which the latter would subsequently distribute 
throughout the world. The financial results were very satis- 
factory, the net profits having been 2,722,000 fr.. and per- 
mitting of the payment of a dividend at the rate of 8 per cent. 


British Handicapped in Dutch Market.— Critical times 
have been passing in Holland since the attention of electrical 
engineers in the United Kingdom was attracted some time 
after the armistice to the ambitious schemes for the electrifica- 
tion of that country. 

Dutch industries, which at the beginning of last year were 
flourishing, owing to the world's demand for goods, have 
naturally felt the sudden and general decrease in trade. 
Complaints of competition of goods produced with cheaper 
labour in Germany have called a movement into existence in 
Holland, as in several other countries. to legislate against 
dumping. Stocks of raw material have had to be sold at a 
loss, and difficulty has been experienced in disposing of manu- 
factured goods. Banks have discouraged credit operations. 

Probably for these and similar reasons the far-reaching 
plans for supplying electricitv to farm, factory, and railway 
throughout Holland have faded somewhat into the background. 
Apparently they have been postponed or are likely only to be 
carried into effect in a less elaborate form. 

The report on Netherlands industries by H.M. Commercial 
Secretary at The Hague, which has recently been issued by 
the Department of Overseas Trade, states that in the opinion 
of some leading Dutch financiers, it is expected that the 
present depression, both in industrial and financial circles, 
can be tided over without serious failures. This view is con- 
firmed by the present general trend of the money market. 
Bankruptcies, although more numerous than this time last 
year, have not been spectacular either in number or in im- 
portance. 

Readers of the ELECTRICAL Review will recall that a Bill— 
based on the report brought out by the Advisory Committee 
formed in April, 1919—regarding the supply of electricity in 
the Netherlands was introduced in July, 1920. 

Whether the electrification plans are executed wholly or 
only in part, British electrical manufacturers, particularly of 
cables, should keep in touch with the business, though. un- 
fortunately every month's delay is likely to intensify the 
strength of German competition. H.M. Commercial Secre- 
tary takes the view that unless there is a modification in the 
present disparity in prices, no British competition in Holland 
will be possible. 

Rough percentages are given below of tbe share of the 
more important importing countries in the Dutch electrical 
trade for the first eleven months of 1920 :— 

Insulated cable and wires, Germany, 60 per cent. 

Insulated cable and wires, United Kingdom, 30 per cent. 

Electric motors and transformers, Germany, 50 per cent. 

Electric motors and transformers, Switzerland, 173 per cent. 

Electrical instruments, Germany, 70 per cent. 

Internal combustion engines, Germany, 50 per cent. 

Internal combustion engines, Sweden, 20 per cent. 

Boilers, Germany, 60 per cent. 

Machinery (exclusive of textile machinery), Germany, 70 
per cent. 

Yet the fact cannot be sufficiently emphasised that neutral 


ground like the Dutch market should be treated with great 
consideration if British industries are to prove themselves 
willing to compete abroad, and not remain conservatively en- 
gaged in production for overseas Dominions and Colonies only. 

How German trade is helped by the depressed value of the 
mark is well known, and H.M. Commercial Secretary reports 
the ingenious manner in which German exports to Holland 
are stimulated by the artificial maintenance of this condition 
of affairs. It appears that whenever signs of an improvement 
in the exchange are evident, an influx of marks is arranged. 
With the florins thereby obtained, dollars are purchased. 
This results in a two-fold benefit to Germany, viz., the con- 
tinued depression in the mark exchange in the Netherlands 
and a supply of dollars for the purchase of raw material. 
Where all quotations for export to the Netherlands are in 
florins, the depression of the mark abroad is of no interest 
to the exporter, as its purchasing value will always remain 
much higher in Germany than abroad. 

Repeated evidence has been obtained that purchasers in 
the Netherlands are interested in British goods, and this 
interest, he says, should not be damped at the outset by the 
impossibility of comparing prices when these prices differ, 
not by small percentages, but by nearly one-half, as was the 
case in a certain contract for the supply of locomotives for 
the Dutch East Indies. The soundness of the Commercial 
Secretary’s advice is unquestionable, but it is difficult to see 
how in present circumstances it can be acted upon. 


Forthcoming Exhibitions.—The following exhibitions 
are being organised :— 

Lonpon.—July 4th to 15th, London Fair and Market; Sep- 
tember "th to 28th, Shipping. Engineering and Machinery 
Exhibition ; September and October, Textile Industries Exhibi- 
tion; October 14th to 22nd, Commercial Motor Exhibition; 
November 4th to 12th, Passenger Motor Exhibition; November 
l7th to 25th, Public Works, Roads and Transport Exhibition; 
1923, British Empire Exhibition. 

CaRDIFF.—1922, Welsh National Exhibition. 

Dersy.—June 28th to July 3rd, Royal Agricultural Show. 

FolKkESTONE.— June 20th to 29th, Health Exhibition. 

GLAsGow.—November Ist to 19th, Shipbuilding, Engineering 
and Electrical Exhibition. 

LEEDS.—July 91st, Yorkshire Agricultural Show. 

CANADA (Toronto).—August 27th to September 10th, Cana- 
dian National Exhibition. 

AUSTRIA.— (Vienna), September llth to 17th, International 
Fair. 

CZECHO-SLOVAKIA.— (Pressburg), August 6th to 15th, Czecho- 
Slovak Industrial Fair; (Reichenberg), August 13th to Ast. 
International Fair. 

FRANCE.—(Bordeauz), 
Samples Exhibition. 

HoLLAND.—(Utrecht), September 6th to 16th, International 
Industrial Fair. l : 

Latvia.—(Riga), August Ist, to 28th, International Agricul- 
tural and Industrial Exhibition. 

Norway.—(Christiania), September 4th to llth, Norwegian 
Industries Fair. 

Spain.—(Barcelona), September Ist to 10th, International 
Samples Fair. M 

SwEDEN.— (Gothenburg), July 4th to 10th, Fair. 

ARGENTINA.—(Buenos Ayres), 1922, International Exhibition. 

Brazit.—(Rio de Janeiro), 1922, International Centenary 
Exhibition. 

Java.—(Bandoeng), September 9th to October 19th, Nether- 
lands East Indies Fair. 

Mexico.—September, Commercial and Industrial Fair. 


Work and Wages.— The dominant note in the June 
issue of The Electron: the Electrical Workers’ Journal is 
disappointment at the failure of the Triple Alliance to 
bring about a general strike, and dissatisfaction with the 
policy of trade union leaders in general. A full account is 
given of the negotiations with the N. F. E. A. with regard to 
wages, and it is stated that at the meeting with the employers 
both sides agreed to recommend a reduction of 10 per cent. 
in two instalments of 5 per cent. on May 9th and July 9th 
respectively, ''in accordance with the wages agreement." 
The representatives of the E.T.U. informed the N.F.E.A. 
that nothing further could be done till the members had 
voted on the recommendation, the earliest date for the result 
to be known being Mav "7th. Without waiting for the an- 
nouncement of the voting, however. on Mav 4th notices 
were issued by the N.F.E.A. putting in force the first reduc- 
tion. and in accordance with the instructions of the Executive 
Council of the E. T. U., members affected at once ceased work. 
On May 9th the result of the ballot was announced to be 
against the reduction, and strike orders were issued. Since 
then, as our readers are aware, the strike has been called 
off. l 

Reviewing the articles on The Labour Situation," by 
Mr. T. W. Cole, which appeared in our pages recently. The 
Electron congratulates the author on having “studied the 
subject and attained a grasp of the elementary facts of the 
Labour movements," but is surprised at his omission of 
'" Sovietism "—unless, indeed. he includes it under his 
fourth category of Anarchism.” The reviewer has little fault 
to find with Mr. Cole’s treatment of the subject. being especi- 
ally impressed with his clear understanding of the various 
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forms of Socialism ; but he makes it clear that his own policy 
is The good old rule, the simple plan—that they shall take 
who have the power, and they shall keep who can," when he 
says: ' Under the present system, the stockholders are the 
legal owners of the undertakings, while the workers, though 
in actual possession, have no rights beyond their claim to 
wages. But that system is doomed." ''As surely as feu- 
dalism followed barbarism, and industrialism displaced feu- 
dalism—as surely as plutocracy superseded aristocracy—so 
surely will workers' control come, and be followed by workers' 
ownership of the means of production and distribution.” 


New French Companies.—There has been constituted 
as a company at Paris (103, Rue du Cherche-Midi) the Etablie- 
sements Desgouttes et Cie, with a capital of 1,300,000 fr., for 
the prosecution of the electro-mechanical industry. 

Under the style of Lustre-Lumiére has been formed a 
Société Anonyme with a capital of 300,000 fr., for the manu- 
facture and sale of electric lighting apparatus, and more par- 
ticularly the Lustre-Lumiére products. The offices are at 
20. Rue Malher, Paris. l 

For the purchase, sale, and manufacture of Edison accumu- 
lators the Agence Française de la Société Continentale de 
l'Accumulateur Edison has been formed at Paris (6, Rue de 
Séze) with a capital of 550,000 fr. | 
. With a capital of 250,000 fr. has been formed at Paris (24, 
Rue Vavin) a company for the manufacture of electric lamps 
and other small electrical accessories. 

The Entreprise Générael de Travaux Publics et d'Electricité 
has been embodied with a capital of 2.000.000 fr. in 500 fr. 
shares for the carrving out of public and private installations 
in all countries. Its offices are at 2, Rue de la Pépinière, 
Paris. 

With a capital of 400.000 fr. in 500 fr. shares, has been 
launched the Triphasé Standard C. G. M., whose objects are 
the construction, purchase, and sale of electric motors and 
their accessories. The offices are at 42, Rue de Lagny. Paris. 


Electric Vehicles in Germany, — Elektrische R ruf he- 
triebe und Bahnen, quoted by the Technical Review, states 
that in 1906, the North German Automobile-Motor Co., of 
Bremen. manufactured electric wagons of a pattern in ac- 
cordance with a French patent. These did well in practice. 
and some are still in use after 14 vears on the road. During 
and since the war a new type of wagon has heen brought 
out capable of taking 4 to 5 tons as freight load, and also a 
wagcon-trailer. The battery is accommodated on the frame 
and can easilv be expored bv taking off the cover and turning 
down the side piece. The driving switch has been carefully 
considered and is placed in front of the driver under a hond, 
and is thus verv easily accessible. The current consumption 
with 4-ton freight load and a speed of 13.35 km. ner hour is 
38.5 amp. at 154-vol& pressure on the level. 48.6 Wh per 
ton-km., or 112 Wh per freight ton-km. Taking an average 
for the vear it is calculated that for one km. traversed per 
wagon there is one kWh charge current including the unavoid- 
able current losses at charging and tending the hatterv. A 
smaller and lighter tvne of vehicle has recently been made by 
the Hansa-Lloyd Works. 


Rook Notices.—'* Coal Mines Act. 1911: General Regn- 
Tatinna as to the Inatallation and Use of Filactrinity. with 
Fevlanstory Memoranda.” (73 op) London: HM. Stationery 
Offie, Price la net. Tha first 18 navesreprodure the rerulationa, 
the remainder of the nnblication being taken up hv the Meman- 
randum, The latter ia divided into two narta devoted respectively 
to the consideration of the effects of the Reculatinn« noon the naa 
of electricity both b2law and above ground. and with anoaratn« 
used above round onlv. Methods of procedure in notifvine the 
inspector of a division of the intention to install electrical 
apneratns are given. 

“Testing of Continnous-Current, Machines“ Bv C F. Smith. 
Pp. x + 102; figs. 20. London: Sir I. Pitman & Sons. Price 
2s. 6d. net. 


A Swedish "Telephone Manufacturing Monopoly — 
According to the Srensk Flandelstidning. an important eonanlida- 
tion of the telenhone apoaratua industry is impending. The news- 
paver atates that it bas long been an open question as to how tha 
Allmaenna Telefon Aktiebolag L. M. Wricsaon won!d proceed with 
regard to ita foreign eneagementa which were thought to have 
nvolved serious losses. owing to the war and tha «nh«eqnent criais. 
The nroapecta for the suhaidiary undertakings in Russia ara anch 
that the parent comnanv cannot include the reaniting obligatiors 
at the valnes at which they hava hitherto stood in the balanne- 
sheet, while tha American subsidiary has recently had to work 
under very nnfavonrabla conditions, an that loases in this case alan 
will have to be reckoned with. Tha factories in Sweden sre well 
oeennied under the present atate of trade. and most of the foreien 
subsidiary companies are also in a favourable situation. It would 
sertainly be possible to devote the profits earned by the narent 
companv and the foreion comvoaniea ao ae eradnally to write off 
the losses on the Russian engagements, but this wonld imply a 
very tedione vrocedure and bring about for tha shareholders a 
deprival of dividenda fora nnmber of yenra. Under these circum- 
stancea, the question hae been diacnsged within the management as 
to the advienhility of writing down vere considerably for deprecia- 
tinh and of eliminating all the doubtfnl matters at one time. and 
á decision in thia respect. the newapaver asserts, may ba expected 
in the near future in connection with the presentation of the 
financial resulta for 1920. 


The shares held by the company in the Swedish-Danish-Russian 
Telephone Co. were entered in the balance-sheet for 1919 at 
6,130.000 kr., those in the Russian L. M. Ericsson Co. at 
2.480,000 kr., and those in the Telephone Construction Co., of 
Moscow, at 500,000 kr., making a total of 9,110,000 kr. In initiated 
circles, the newspaper remarks, it has been suggested that the con- 
solidation should be carried ott so thoroughly that not only the 
year’s profits and all the reserves, but also one half of the share 
capital should be written off. The share capital amounts to 
73 260,000 kr.. the reserve funds to 9,820,000 kr., and other funds to 
50,000 kr. If, then, this statement should be confirmed, the total 
amount to be written off would be about 50,000,000 kr. 

Apart from the scheme of financial consolidation, proposals are 
said to be under consideration for increasing the competitive 
capability of Swedish telephone apparatus by the merging of the 
H. T. Cedergren General Telephone Co. into the Ericssen Co. Such 
an amalgamation wculd imply that practically the whole of the 
manufacturing of telephone apparatus would be vested in one com- 
pany, and the fusion would be simplified by the fact that the 
Ericason company already holds the majority of the shares in tbe 
other company. 


Belgian Contracts and Foreign Competition.—T he. 
principal reasons for the lack of success of United Kingdcm firms 
in obtaining the numerous important Belgian contracts which 
have been notified are, states His Majesty's Commercial Secretary 
to His Majesty's Embassy at Brussels (Mr. R. F. H. Duke, M. B. K.), 
the present adverse rate of exchange and the activity of Belgian 
firms to supply the materials required. The majority of contracta 
which have come to the Commercial Secretary's notice have been 
obtained by Belgian firms, simply because British contractors bave 
had to quote prices in a currency which has depreciated by 100 per 
cent. It must be remembered that industry in Belgium has, with 
few excepticns, almost completely recovered since the armistice, 
and also that the present trade depression makes firms willing to 
quote their Jowest rates in the hope of obtaining an order and 
employment for their operatives. 


In this oonnection the Chronique des Traraur Publica ot 
April 24th, published an article l according to which the Belgian 
Railway Department has examined the question of the participation 
of German firms in public tendering. That Department oon- 
siders that no general rule can be laid down on the principle of 
rermitting foreign competition, but that certain restrictions should 
be imposed favouring Belgian industry. Where Belgium is nct 
necessarily dependent on foreign supplies it is proposed to give 
preference to tenders quoting unconditional prices in Belgian 
franca. It is a'so proposed to exclude foreign firms from con- 
tracting for public works of national importance from the poirt ef 
view of defence. It is further stated that the Department oo2- 
siders that in present circumstances German and other foreign 
firms shall not be excluded in general from Belgian adjudicatiops, 
but that a considerable right of preference ought to be acoorded to 
Belgian firms in view of the difficult trade situation in that 
country. 


E.D.A. Activitles, —The latest departure of the British 
Electrical Development Association, Hampden House, Kingsway. 
W.C. 2, is an effort to educate the ordinary user of electricity; at 
least, that is what the title ruggests, but we think the booklet (E. D. A. 
162 "What the User of Electricity ought to Know ") should also 
be addressed to the non-user. It is a description of the numerous 
advantages of electricity, the “silent servant,’ and is designed to 
cause the consumer to realise that lighting is by no means 
the only service rendered by electricity. The back oover illus- 
trates methods of treating lamps, shades and connections and is 
really necessary to prevent common abuses. These illustrations 
might, with advantage, be extended to cover other appliances and 
fixtures. 


Rathenan’s Industrial Trust Scheme.—The Lon lon 
correspondent of the Birmingham Post writes as follows, under 
the title, A Mammoth German Trust" :—" I find myself rightly 
taken to task for not having been more explicit the other day 
when saying, touching a reascent up the aides of the pit in which 
Germany now lies, that Germans were facing the facts of their 
poverty squarely, and were thinking out new forms of industrial 
and social organisation. What I had in mind was Herr Walther 
Rathenau's scheme for the co-ordination of all German industries 
and commerce in one kartel or trust, operating under a charter 
granted by the State. It is an integral part of his plan that there 
shall be a systematic and continuous application of rcience 
to industry, with the object of getting cheapsr and better pro- 
duction all along the line. The idea may be good or bad; there 
must be something in it. for Herr Walther Rathenau is at the 
head of the Allgemeine Electrizitate-Gesellschaft, and before the 
war was one of the greatest of German industrialists. He is no 
theorist. I have not seen the pamphlet in which the plan is set 
forth, and it is not yet obtainable in English. I write from 
recollection of a summary, and have got hold only of the central 
idea. Whether it is an impracticable idea or not ia not relevant to 
the point that Germans are doing some very hard thinking. I had 
also in my mind Herr Rathenau's ‘The New Society,’ which faces 
the facts of post-war German life with a candour which is slmoset 
terrible, and yet opens out a path of recovery—a very flinty and 
toilsome path indeed, for the author is no idealist, but the sternest 
realist. I make these pointe purely to illustrate the sort of work 
German brains are now doing under the stimulus of defeat and 
poverty. They may be down and under now, but they will be a 
formidable people to be in competition with in a decade or two.” 
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Applications for British Trade-Marks.—Appended is a 
summary of the recent applications for British trade-marks in 
respect of goods and|articles connected with the electrical trades 
and industries :— 

Langham (lettering and design). No. 410,982. Class 5. Electro- 
magnetic machinery, motors and dynamos. Francis F. Herbert 
Schroeder, trading as the Langham Engineering Co., 24, Park 
Street, Slough, Bucks. December 24th, 1920. 

F.R. (lettering and design). No. 412,960. Class 6. Electric 
motors and dynamos, Firth & Russell, Stirling Works, Shafton 
Lane, Holbeck, Leeds. March lat, 1921. 

Newivo d. No. 413,143. Class 13. Incandescent electric lamps. 
Aladdin (Lancashire and Yorkshire), Ltd, 162, Stuart Road, 
Walton, Liverpool. March 7th, 1921. 

"Oyoaro. No. 412,815. Class 18. Electric welding apparatus. 
Handstock, Ltd., 2, Harewood Place, Oxford Circus, London, W.C. 
February 23rd, 1921. 

Belleroid. No. 412,120. Class 40. An ebonite compound for 
electric insulating purposes. Barrett & Elers, Ltd., 127-9, Wallis 
Road, Hackney Wick, London, E. February lith, 1921. 


Trade with Greece and Spain : Official Visits to London. 
Mr. E. C. D. Rawlins, Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation at 
Athens, has arrived in this country on a short official visit. He 
will be pleased to meet manufacturers and merchants who wish to 
discuss with him questions relating to trade with Greece, and who 
may desire information or advice regarding the appointment of 
agents, marketing and distributing goods, terms of payment, 
Customs duties or general information as to openings existing for 
British goods. Applications to interview Mr. Rawlins should be 
made innmediately to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen f3treet, S.W. 1, the Reference Number 3,057 T.G. being 

uoted. 
: Captain U. de B. Charles, Commercial Secretary to H.M. 
Embassy at Madrid, has also arrived hore, and will be pleased to 
meet manufacturers for similar purposes. Interviews with Captain 
Charles may be arranged by communicating with the above Depart- 
ment, quoting the Reference 3,055 T G. 


America and Chinese Industry—American machine 
works, electrical, engineering, and shipbuilding companies have 
opened headquarters in Shanghai. and are planning to keep trained 
technical men at the offices. Plans for the Tsinan waterworks 
project are being made, and when completed the firms which have 
been interested will be asked to make tenders. The Chinese are 
repo:ted to be seeking American participation in the development 
of the island of Hainan. The Amoy Tinning Co. and the China 
Canning Co., Amoy, are planning to enlarge their plants with more 
extensive connectionsabroad. The Japanese cotton-spinning industry 
at Teingtau is developing very rapidly, with 50,000 spindles in 
operation and 200,000 more in view.— Commerce Reports. 


The E.T.U. and Non-Unionist Wiring.—THe HACKNEY 
CAsE —Aocording to the minutes of the Electricity Committee of 
Hackney Borough Council, the employós of the electricity depart- 
ment have refused to connect six installations, including the one 
which was the subject of the recent action. A summons has been 
issued against the Council in respect of another of the premises, 
but the hearing has been adjourned pending the result of an 
appeal to the High Court against the decision in the firat. In view 
of the serious aspect of the question, the Committee has applied to 
the Council for definite instructions as to the policy to be adopted. 

The summons &bove mentioned has now been restored to the list 
for early hearing. 


Dr. Rathenan’s New Post.—Dr. Walther Rathenau, of 
the Allgemeine Elektricitäts Gesellschaft, Berlin, has accepted the 
post of Minister of Reconstruction. Our readers will remember 
the prominent place that Dr. Rathenau filled during the war as 
the organiser of raw material supplies on behalf of the German 
Government. The Berlin correspondent of Zhe Times describes 
him as "next to Stinnes, perhaps the best-known industrialist in 
Germany.” 


Australian Wiring Ruies.—A copy of the Wiring Rules 
of the Fire Underwriters’ Association of Victoria revised to 
January, 1921. which has been received from His Majesty's Senior 
Trade Commissioner in Australia (Mr. 8. W. B. McGregor), may be 
consulted in the Inquiry Room of the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, Westminster, S.W.1. These rules, 
which are those of the Institution of Electrical Engineers adapted 
to meet Australian conditions have been adopted by the fire 
underwriters of all the States of the Commonwealth, and embody 
the requirements and precautions framed to eecure satisfactory 
results with a supply of electrical energy at low and medium 
pressures, 


Oll Fael.—We have received from the LAWTON MACHINE 
‘Toot Co., Burgess Street, Sheffield, some idea of the ease with 
which coal-fired boilers can be fi:ted with oil-fuel burners to 
enab'e the furnace to burn oil alone, oil and coal, or coal alone. 
They say that 1 ton of oil is equ:valent to 2'7 tons of ocal. and that 
the cost of installing oil burners is in this way soon covered by 
the eoonomy effected. 


Metalliferons Mines.—An Advisory Committee has been 
appointed for the metalliferous mining industry, with Sir Ceoil 
Lindsay Budd, K.B.E., as chairman. Mr. F. O. Starling, of the 
Mines Department, will act as seoretary to the Committee, 


The Bath Show.— Messrs. JENNINGS, LTD., of Bristol, 
are represented at stands Nos. 314 and 315 at the Bath and Weat 
Show, which closes at Bristol on June 4th. They have a varied 


' exhibit of their joinery and other goods, including electric 


casings, asbestos tiles, &o. . 
German Exports to Russia.— The total value of German 
exports to Russia between May and December, 1920, amounted to 
204,100,000 marks. Insulators represented 4,700,000 marks of the 
total value ; electric lamps, 20,300,000 marks; wire and electrical 
equipment, 2,500,000 marks ; and instruments, 300,000 marks. 


Swedish Telephone Manufacture. — The Allmaenna 
Maustir Aktiebolag H.T. Cedergren reports net profits of 
1,295,000 kr, for 1920, as contrasted with 2,30),000 kr. in the 
preceding year, and it is proposed to pay a dividend of 3 per cent., 
as against 7 per cent. in 1919. A preliminary agreement has been 
entered into between the directors and those of the Ericsson Co., 
with a view to the undertaking of the former being absorbel by 
latter company. l | 


German Porcelain Exports.—It is announced that the 
exports of German porcelain for electrical purposes, which have 
hitherto been subject to limitations, have now been released from 
control so that makers are able to export as freely as possible. 


_A French Amalgamation.—The Compagnie Générale 
d'Electricité proposes to absorb the undertaking of the Société 
de l’Accumulateur Tudor, and for this purpose is offering an 
interchange of shares with the shareholders in the latter company. 


Spanish Castoms Tariff.—The Zoard of Trade Journal 
for May 26th contained & special supplement giving details of the 
new Spanish Customs Tariff which came into force on May 21st. 
This Tariff will remain in force as a provisional measure pending 
the more permanent revision of the Spanish Tariff. 


Lead.— Messrs. James Forster & Co. report, under 
date May 28th :—" No imports of soft pig lead for the Thames 
have taken place since 9th inst., nearly all of which were used for 
declarations against April contracts, and it is doubtful whether any 
steamers will arrive this month, although two are due about 31at 
inst. In consequence there has been some pressure this week from 
consumers for leal ez contract, and a considerable premium has 
been paid for immediate delivery. The market is so entirely under 
the influenoe of speculation that any forecast is useless. One 
thing is certain, and that is, that present supplies are quite 
inadequate for any normal demand." 


Postage Iucrease.—At the annual meeting of the 
Northern Section of the Electrical Contractors’ Association, at 
Leeds, on May 25th, representing the trade for the area between 
Sheffie:d and Newoastle and between Hull and Liverpool, a resolu- 
tion was carried unanimously, on the proposition of Mr. Harry 
Moss, of Bradford, in which, among other things, it was recorded 
that the meeting viewed with alarm the further increase in postage 
rates, which was going to add considerably to the expenses of all 
businesses, The meeting considered that an investigation of the 
Post Office Department and its working should be made by business 
men, with a view to finding out the cause of the present deficit, 
and the necessity for the further increases in postal rates. 


Calendar aud Blotter,—M &ssss. W. Coates & Sons, of 
Nottingham, makers of rope and t wine, have sent us a blotter with 
the outlines of a bale of rope, bearing a calendar for the July- 
September quarter. 


American Society for Electrical Development.—It is 
announced that at the annual meeting of the Society, held in New 
York, Mr. W. W. Freeman was elected president. Among the 
Society's activities is the following up of reports in the Press of 
fires caused electrically. The truth is ascertained and published, 
and this has removed the erroneous impression that the majority 
of fires in the United States are due to electricity. 


New Indian Company.—A new company has lately been 
formed at Jullander (Rujat), with a capital of 1,000,000 rupees, and 
the title the Jullander Electric Supply Co., to establish a central 
electricity distributing station in the town. T 


Anglo-Canadian Trade.— Reuter's Trade Service learns 
from the Chief Canadian Government Trade Commissioner, 73, 
Basinghall Street, E.C.2, that the Minister of Trade ani Commerce 
has appointed Mr. L. D. Willgress, an experienced Trade Com- 
missioner, to undertake a spacial mission for the purpose of dis- 
cussing with United Kingdom firms who purchase goods of “all 
kinds on behalf of overseas customers, the possibility of their 
obtaining a larger proportion of their :equirements from Canada. 
Mr. Willgress has now arrived in London and would be glad to 
have the opportunity of an interview with any firm interested. 


Conotry of Origin, —The Canadian Government recently 
decided that all goods imported into Canada must be marked so as 
to ind cate the country of origin. The Council of the British 
Empire Producers' Organisation has just passed a resolution urging 
the British Government to take stepa without delay to impose. 
similar conditions in conneotion with the importation of goods into 
the United Kingdom. | 
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LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Aberdeen.— EXTENSIONS APPROVED.—At a meeting of 
the Electricity Committee, on May 25th, a letter was received from 
the Electricity Commissioners intimating their approval to the 
acheme of extensions submitted to them. It has not yet been 
decided to proceed with these extensions, which are estimated to 
cost £200,000. / 


Bexley.—DLimersion Heaters IN Hovuses.—In con- 
nection with the Welling housing scheme, the Urban District 
Council has decided to install in 22 houses electrical immersion 
tubes for heating coppers, instead of tenants having to utilise fuel 
or gas. 


Bingley.—Loan.—The Urban Council is applying to the 
Electricity Commissioners for permission to borrow £1,500. the 
cost of prospective new services. 


Chester.—ELECTRICITY FROM Facrory.—The Electri- 
city Committee has received a letter from the Electricity Commis- 
sioners with reference to the proposal to obtain a bulk supply of 
electricity from H.M. Factory, Queensferry, which says that this 
should be utilised by the Corporation, at any rate for the time 
being. The letter states :—‘ Pending the establishment of the 
Joint Electricity Authority, and until such time as the North 
Wales Power Co. may be authorised to exercise the powers of such 
authority, it will be necessary for the Chester Corporation to erect 
the transmission line and install the plant needed to obtain a bulk 
supply from the Queensferry Works for Chester. It is not possible 
in the circumstances for the Minister of Transport to construct the 
line and install the plant under the provisions of Sec. 18 of the 
Electricity (Supply) Act, 1919. It will, however, be in order for 
the Corporation to approach the North Wales Power Co. with a 
view to arranging that they shall take over the line from the Cor- 
poration in the event of statutory effect being given to the Com- 
missioners’ decision, and with the concurrence of the company a 
‘provision to that effect could be inserted in the order. In the 
meantime the Commissioners will be prepared to entertain an 
application from your Corporation for sanction to a loan to cover 
the expenditure in connection with the said transmission Jine and 
plant.” The Electricity Committee decided that the Town Clerk 
should communicate as suggested with the North Wales Power Co. 


Continental,—SwITZERLAND. — Application has been 
made to the Federal Authorities at Berne by the Schweizerische 
Kraftiibertragung Aktien Gesellschaft for leave to export from its 
collecting networks electric energy to the following companies 
beyond the Swiss borders :—1. To Alsace, to the Société Anonyme 
Foroes Motrices du Haut Rhen, located at Miilhausen, and to the 
Société Anonyme d'Electricité de Strasbourg, a quota of 9,000 kW 
of summer energy, deliverable from April lst to September 30th 
each year for 180 days, of which 120 are continuous : and a second 
quota of 4,500 kW daily of summer surplus energy, deliverable in 
the same period so far as the power is available. Under favourable 
circumstances, the delivery period may be extended, both in the 
spring and the autumn. From December let to the end of 
February the supply will cease in each year. This arrangement 
is to hold for 10 years. 2. To Lorraine, tothe Compagnie Lorraine 
d' Electricité, Nancy—a quota of 5,500 kW, 24-hour summer energy 
for six months from April lst to September 30th, and a second 
quota of 6,500 kW summer surplus energy for three months 
constant on demand, between April lst and September 30th. 
From October lst to the end of February the supply in all cases 
will cease. The agreement is for a duration of 15 years. Power 
will also be diverted to the Delle and Laufenberg works of the 
French companies, and a further 8,000 kW from the Miihleberg 
power station placed at their disposal from the beginning of the 
present year. In return for these supplies, the French companies 
named undertake, for five years, to supply coal at preferential rates 
to the Swiss company in the ratio of 275 gm. of coal for every kWh. 
The price is fixed at 75 per cent. of the usual market price on the 
Swiss frontier for coal, and holds so long as it does not fall below 
100 Swiss francs per ton, duty free. After five years the French 

companies must supply winter energy instead of cosl. The com- 
peot means that for the supply of from 30 to 60 million kWh the 
receivers undertake to return 16,125 tonnes of coal a year. This 
exchange has been variously regarded, but the Swiss company 
maintains that while it is selling its power much above the usual 
export price of electric energy, after the deduction of transport 
costa, a good balance will remain over on the coal acquired. 

FRANCE.—The Senate has voted the necessary credits for the exten- 
sive scheme for the harnessing of the Rhone, and has approved 
the details of the plan, which should make the river an easily 
navigable waterway, a source of great hydraulic power, and a means 
of irrigation. M. le Trocquer, replying to various objections, 
pointed out that the water power would be so great that it would 
probably be possible for France to do without imported coal in the 
future, as the new acheme would effect an economy of 6 million 
tons of coal a year. The construction of a navigable waterway 
would connect Switzerland with the Mediterranean, and ria the 
Rhine with the North Sea, so that direct communication by water 
conld be obtained for vessela up to 1,200 tons right across Europe 
from North to South. 

No fewer than 18 power stations are to be constructed along the 
course of the river, the largest of which will be at Genissat, near 
Bellegarde. The average production of this station will be 
200,000 kW, equivalent to about 250,000 h.p. It is estimated that 
the stations will together produce a total hydro-electric force 
averaging 1,100,000 h.p. 


The two moat important utilisers of the new power will be the 
P.L.M. Railway Oo. and Paris. The P.L.M. Railway hopes to 
electrify the whole of its lines included in the quadrilateral 
Bellegarde-Lyons-Marseilles-Vintimille. In this there should be no 
difficulty, as: the necessary energy can be obtained all along the 
river. Reuter'1 Trada Service (Paris). 

The Compagnie Haute-Marnaise d' Hlectricité has applied for a 
concession to set up a series of distribution mains for the supply of 
27 communes in the Département of the Haute Marne, and nine 
communes in the Département of the Vosges, of a total length of 
176 km. The electricity will be supplied at a pressure of 30,000 
volta, stepped down to meet consumers’ requirements. 

A telegram from New York to the Journée Industrielle 
states that American capitalists are ready to advance sufficient 
sums for the exploitation of the hydraulic power of the tide 
in the bay of Mont Saint Michel, which, it is thought, could 
be utilised industrially. A French Oanadian, M. Coriolis, bas 
already submitted a scheme in connection with the work to the 
French Government.— Reuter's Trade Service (Paris). 

SiciLvy.—In a survey of the hydro-electric developments in 
Sicily, The Times Engineering Supplement describes a number of 
undertakings in oourse of construction. One of these plants is 
being erected on the River Alto Belice, and is to be 
completed next year. The station will house three 3,500-kVA 
three-phase alternators, generating at 10,000 V and driven by 
three turbines under a head of 1,550 ft. The second plant is that 
of Saleo-Simetto (Catania): This is not yet commenced, but it is 
hoped to start on it shortly. The design provides for the construc- 
tion of an artificial lake, with a capacity of 131 million cb. yards, 
by means of a dam 55 ft. high, on the Salso, near Adervo. The 
head of water available is 515 ft., and the continuous power output 
15,000 h p., with a maximum of 30,000 h.p. Another undertaking, 
which had to be suspended for financial reasons, included the 
construction of an artificial lake, with a capacity of 330 million 
ob. yards. The available power from this source is estimated at 
160,000 h.p., with a maximum of double this figure.  Electro- 
chemical works are to be erected on the spot when the scheme is 
resumed, and the surplus power transmitted a distance of 115 
miles to Apulia and Messina. 

SwEDEN.—According to the American Consul-General, at Stock- 
holm, the total income from the Swedish electric power stations 
in 1920 was about 15,070,000 crowns, while that for 1919 was 
12,370,000 crowns. While the length of the lines in the run 
district has not been changed, remaining st 1,150 km. as at the 
close of 1919, the lines in the towns and villages have been 
increased from 2,960 to 3.425 km. The number of secondary 
stations remains the same as in 1919, 24; tertiary stations for 
general distribution have been increased from 210 to 270. On the 
main line from Trollhättan to Västeräs (457 km.) surveys have 
been completed, and the foundations for the poles, from Orebro to 
Vüaterás (217 km) have been already laid. The State Waterfalls 
Board recently purchased from Trollhättans Elektrotermiska 
Aktiebolag two power contracts of 5,173 sud 8,070 kW in 
anticipation of the regulation of the waters of Lake Váuner.— Com- 
merce Reports, 

FINLAND.—The electrification of the rural district of Vihtis, 
in the Province of Nyland, has recently been completed, and is 
considered one of the most important undertakiugs of the kind in 
Finland. In 1919 the inhabitants of the district organised a com- 
pany on the plan of each user of electricity subscribing for shares in 
proportion to the number of lamps and amount of horse-power 
that he uses. The main line, operating at 20,000 V, runs to a 
point near the Nummela Railway Station (about 50 km. from 
Helsingfors), where a large transforming station has been built— 
probably the largest in the country. The network of lines is so 
dense that nearly all the people in the district are able to obtain 
electricity. This system, like the one at Sallila, was planned and 
installed by the Hankkija Society of Helsing fors.— Commerce Reports, 


Denny (Stirlingshire)—Workine Costs.—At a meet- 
ing of the Town Council, lettera were submitted from the 
Scottish Central Electric Power Oo. asking its consumers to give an 
undertaking to pay a proportionate share of the extra costs 
involved in carrying on the works during the miners’ strike. The 
‘Council agreed to the request, provided it was satisfied as to the 
reasonableness of whatever increase might be asked for. 

Dorkiug.—PRicE INcREASE.—The Electric Light Co. 
has been granted an order authorising a charge of 10d. per unit as 
from May 7th, and as from June 30th, & minimum charge of 
12s. 6d. up to 15 units for the winter quarters, and of 8s. 4d. up to 
10 units for the summer quarters. 


Elland.— New SrTATION.—The District Council’s new 


. station for distributing of electricity, the energy being bought in 


bulk from the Yorkshire Electric Power Oo., is now complete, and 
would have been started already but for the coal dispute. The 
former local generating plant will not be maintained. The 
generating scheme has never paid, and it is anticipated that under 
the new system the department will make a profit. The main 
building of the new station is 70 ft. long. aud there is an annexe 
of 12 ft. The plant comprises two 600-kW rotary converters with 
transformers, and one 50-kW induction motor generator set. with 
its own transformer. There are foundations, transformer chamber 
and switchboard panels for a third rotary set up to 500 kW 
capacity, making a future total of about 1,200 kW direct current if 
and when required. 


Epsom.— CHABRGES.— The Urban District Council has 
fixed a minimum charge of 40 units per annum to all private con- 
sumers as from the June quarter's readings, For the new houses, 
each tenant is to be charged 16. 6d. per week on a seven-lamp basis. 
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Glasdow.—DALMARNOCK Station (OoRRRCTION).—In 
this column, last week, we described the new set at Dalmarnook as 
a " Metropolitan-Vickers turbo-generator set." Messrs. Fraser and 
Chalmers inform us that the turbine was manufactured by them, 
while the generator is a Metropolitan-Viokers* machine. The 
former fitm also carried out the complete installation, inoluding 
condensing plant. 

GOVAN STATION OLOSED.—The Corporation electricity station 
at Govan has now been discontinued as a generating station, and 
the manager has been instructed to dispose of the old plant. 


Haywards Heath.—Company ScHEME.—At a meeting of 
the Urban Oouncil, on May 23rd, the clerk submitted a draft order 
and plans for the erection of a power station by the Haywards 
Heath and District Electric Supply Co. The General Purposes 
Committee had previously decided against the inclusion of a par- 
chasing olause in the Order, but the Council thought this necessary, 
and it was, therefore, moved and carried that a clause enabling the 
Council to purchase the undertaking at a fair price after a period of 
years be inserted. 

India. — HTpRO-ELEOrRIO Surveys.—Several hydro- 
electrio surveys have been undertaken by the Assam Government. 


The Hukong Valley scheme appears to be a very promising project. 
The scheme, if carried out, should prove one of the cheapeat and 


mot powerful hydro-electric installations in India.—Reutar's 


Trade Service (Bombay). 

DEVELOPMENTS AT OALOUTIA.—Extensive developments are 
being carried out by the Electric Supply Corporation, Ltd. The 
extensions, which are estimated to cost 130 lacs of rupees, include 
the increasing of the capacity of the Cossipore plant by 21,000 KW; 
a new 30,000-V ring main to supply the outer districts; the 
laying Of five submarine cables across the Hooghly to the Howrah 
district, and the erection of several new transformer stations. 


Ireland.— Water PowER.—The report of the Committee 
on Ireland's Water Resources, which has just been issued, says 
that about 500.000 water h.p. is available continuously, and can be 
economica'ly developed. The water power is equivalent to that 
generated in coal fired stations by the annual consumption of more 
than 7.500,000 tons of coal, on the basis of 5 lb. of coal per h. p. 
per hour, which is the figure taken by the Coal Conservation Sub- 
Committee as the average practice in the United Kingdom. The 
value of this water power, if developed, it is stated, would be at 
least £10,000,000 per annum. Detailed schemes for the develop- 
ment of the Lower Bann, the Lower Shannon, the Lower Erne, 
and the Liffey are suggested, and the Committee regards the Boyne, 
the Strule, the Mourne, the Lee, the Boyle, the Oorrib, and the 
Blackwater (Oork) as worthy of immediate investigation. 


Kingston-on-Thames,—Loaw SANcTIONED.—The Town 
Council has received sanction to a loan of £18,000, for expenditure 
on the extensions of plant installed by arrangement with the 
Ministry of Manitions, in excess of the engineer's estimate of 
£45,000. The sum applied for was £19,750. 


Leek.—DEr:ctT.— There was a deficit on the working of 


the electricity undertaking of the U.D.O. for the past year of 
42,149. 


Leyton.— Loan.—The Electric Lighting Committee 


recommends application to the Electricity Commissioners for 


sanction to borrow £4,972, excess expenditure incurred in oon- 
neotion with the execution of the necessary works for obtaining & 
bulk supply of electricity from Walthamstow. 


London.— GREENWICH.—The architect in charge of the 
Greenwich Council's housing scheme at Charlton informs us that, 
owing to the high cost of wiring, fittings, and electricity, the 
houses being erected are to be fitted with gas appliances only. 


Mansfield. — LoAx. — The Electricity Committee is 
applying to the Electricity Oommissioners for sanction to the 
borrowing of £2,500 for the purchase, installation, &o., of feeders 
and distributing mains required in connection with the Mansfield 
Woodhouse housing scheme, and 41,500 for the purchase of 
meters. 


Newton Abbot.—ExtTension oF Tıme REQUIRED.— 
The Council has been recommended to ask the Urban Electric 
Supply Oo. for an extension by one year from July next of the 
time allowed for decision about the purchase of the local electricity 
supply undertaking. 

New Zsaland.—FURTHER Lake COLERIDGE DEVELOP- 
MENTS.—Sp-aking at Christchurch in January, the Minister of 
Publio Works said that the 8.000-h p. plant at Lake Coleridge was 
overloaded to the extent of 1,500 h.p., but plant of 4.000 h.p. was 
being installed for the present winter. In 1922 provision would 
ba made for an additional 4,000 h.p. All the money which had 
been set aside for electrical extensions, $750,000, would be expended. 
The plans and specifications of the power house had been approved, 
but certain surveys were still to be maie. A new 10-ft. tunnel and 
a pipe-line would bring the available power up to 30,000 h.p. It 
would alao be necessary to double the capacity of the transmission 
lines to Christchurch, and make exteusions to South and North 
Canterbury. Government operations were only restricted by the 
difficulty of obtaining sufficient funds for the purpose. 


Nigeria.— ProsectrD PowsR SoHeMe.—At a meeting 
of shareholders of the Keffi (Nigeria) Consolidated Tin Oo., it was 
stated that the only company which had done anything towards 
instituting an electricity supply was the Northern Nigerian 


(Bauchi) Tin Mines Oo., but the undertaking had had to be 
abandoned owing to lack of funds. The Keff Oo. would not 
employ its resources in this direction, but it was hoped to give 
shareholders an opportunity to form another co-operative compeny 
to carry out & power scheme. 


Piymouth.—Yeak’s WonkiNG.—The accounts of the 
Corporation electricity undertaking for the year ended Maroh 81st 
last, show tbat the total revenue was £124,629, as compared with 
£92,957 in the previous period. Working expenses reached a total 
of £96,587, as against £69,785, leaving a gross profit of 438,042 
(£23,172). The net result, after payment of capital charges, &o., 
was à profit of £4,666, exceeding the estimate by 41,104. Last 
year there was a profit of £274. 


Sonth Shlelds.— Loan IxoUmT.— On May 24th Mr. J. C. 
Dawes, of the Ministry of Health, conducted an inquiry into the 
circumstances attending the Corporation's application for sanction 
to borrow the sum of £1,890 for the provision of additional 
charging plant for the electric vehicles used by the scavenging 
department, 


Stoke-on-Treat.— Loan.—Sanction is being sought by 
the Council to a loan of £1,400, the estimated cost of extensions at 
the Burslem sub-station. 


Todmorden.—Loan SANOTIONED.—Sanction has been 
received from the Electricity Commissioners to the borrowing of 
£1,860 for new mains, and £400 for meters. The Extensions 
Sub-Committee has been instructed to oonsider the question of 
extending the cable to Oornholme. 


Worksop.—Ov£zRHEAD CABLR.— The Urban Council has 
approved the installation of an overhead cable, at a cost of 83.500, 


to supply a model village being erected by the Shireoaks Oolliery . 


4 Ltd. 


Wrexham.—BuLk SuPPLY.—The Town Clerk of Wrex- 
ham has written to the Chester Electricity Committee stating that 
a sub-committee of the Wrexham Electricity Committee desires to 
meet representatives of the Ohe: ter Corporation with reference to a 
temporary supply of electricity from H.M, Factory at Queensferry. 
A meeting is being arranged. ] 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Continental.—SwrrZ&RLAND.—On the proposal of the 
Director General of Federal Railways, the Council of Admini- 
stration has agreed to order 32 electric locomotives, and four 
motor coaches, and has granted a credit of 24 million francs for this 
purpose.— Reuters Trade Service (Berne). 

RUSSIA.—AÀ Reuter telegram from Reval recently stated that 
the tramway and railway employós of Petrograd were on atrike 
owing to lack of bread. 'They demanded that the State should 
distribute the bread rations which were withdrawn when freedom 
of trade was re-established. 

FRANCE.—A special electric train proceeding from the Antigues, 
left the rails on an incline near Gripp Bagnóres-de- Bigorre, owing 
to a failure of the brakes. The train left the rails and overturned 
down a bank, nine people being killed and 13 injured. 

THE RIVIERA.—AÀn entirely new form of transport is to be tried 
where travelling between the ooast and the hilly country inland is 
not easy on &ocount of thesteep gradient, and work has been begun 
on an " aeroplane railway " which is to link up Peira Cava, 4,500 ft. 
above the sea level, with Nice and Monaco. The aeroplane will be 
attached to a fixed line, and will not be able to deviate from it. 
The scheme has been worked out by the Engineer Coanda, and has 
been adopted by the Minister of Public Works and by the local 
authorities. The "railway" will consist of four cables attached 
to supports, the height of which will vary from 15 ft. to 100 ft. 
according to the conformation of the ground. The aeroplane will 
be attached to the cables, electricity being conveyed to the motor 
by three out of the four cables, the fourth being reserved for tele- 
phonic purposes. The aeroplanes employed will be of two types : 
the first, with a 300-h.p. motor, to carry eight passengers, and the 
second, with a 600-h.p. motor, to carry 20 ngers. Work has 
been begun at Escerene, Luceram, and Pelra Cava, which, with 
Nice, will form the four stations of the first line. The line will 
be perfectly straight, so that the full benefit may be obtained from 
the ascensional capacities of the aeroplane. The first trials will 
be made over a distance of 6 km. in that part of of the “railway " 
where the gradient is the steepest. If the trials are satisfactory, 
the Nioe-Peira Cava line, 40 km. long, will be constructed and the 
linking-up of Peira Cava with Monaco will then be studied.— 
Reuter's Trade Service (Paris). 


Edinburgh.—No “ UNIVERSAL " FARE.— In a report to 
the Councu. the manager of the tramways says that the establish- 
ment of a " universal " fare, based upon the average fare paid per 
passenger, is impossible in Edinburgh, as the undertaking is so 
dep ndent upon the short-distance travellers. The effect of such 
a fare would be to cause short-distance travellers to refrain from 
riding. and the increase in the number of long-distance travellers 
would not compensate for the loss. It would be necessary to 
attract additional traffic by a revision of fares when through- 
running by means of electric cars was obtained. 
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Halifax —New Tracx.—The Tramways Committee has 
instructed the borough engineer to construct a cross-over at Lee 
Mount at an estimated cost of £380. 


India.—Er*EcrRIC Rarpway.—The survey for a railway 
through the Hukong Valley to Burma is now nearing completion ; 
the early maturing of the railway project is far more likely if it 
can be shown that a source of cheap power is available for working 
the line. The line is to be electrified throughout.— Reuter's Trade 
Service (Bombay). 


Mansfield. — INcakAsED Prick FoR Power.— The 
Town Council has entered into an arrangement with the tram- 
way company whereby the latter will pay an increase of 70 per 
cent, for eleotricity supplied. 


Newcastle. — LIaHr RAILWAY ORDER. — The City 
Council is applying to the Light Railway Commissioners, under the 
Light Railways Acts, 1896 and 1912, for an Order permitting it to 
construct a light railway commencing at North Gosforth and 
terminating at Longbenton by a junction with the Council’s 
existing tramways. 


Philippines, — Ratuway ELECTRIFICATION.. — With 
regard to the plans of the Manila Railroad Co. for the use of 
electric motive power on its road, the bulletin of the Philippine 
Government Commercial Agency in New York states that the elec- 
trical power will be developed from the Agno River, in central 
Luzon, which is believed to posaess a potential capacity of from 
12,000 to 15,000 h.p. A thorough topographical survey of the 
entire water-power site is being undertaken, and early reports of 
the survey would seem strongly to point to the feasibility of the 
project.— Commerce Reports, 


Sunderland.—YEAB's WonkiNa. — The report of the 
manager of the Corporation tramways for the year ended March 
3lat last, shows that the total revenue was £158,164, compared 
with £149,126 for 1919-20. Working expenses amounted to 
£ 136,667, as against £122,784, leaving a gross balance of £21,497 
(£26,312). The payment of income-tax, loan interest, and £9,159 
to appropriation account resulted in a net deficit of £1,142. It is 
stated that working expenses have risen to 16°8d. per car-mile. 


Tynemouth,—OPTION oF PuRcHASE.—At a meeting of 
the Town Council, on May 25th, the Tramways Committee reported 
that Mr. Stagg, the local director of the Tynemouth Traction Co., 
had attended its meeting and referred to the rights of the Cor- 
poration to purchase the company's undertaking within six months 
from December 31st, 1922, or at the end of each septennial period 
thereafter. Mr. Stagg said the company did not feel justified, 
under those circumstances, in expending capital upon improving 
the system. He asked whether the Corporation desired to purchase 
the undertaking, or, if not, if it would grant the company a lease 
for, say, 21 years. Alderman Gascoigne, in presenting the report, 
atated that there would shortly be another meeting, and they hoped 
to put a definite proposition before the Council. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Australia.—CoxPULSORY WIRELESS ON SirrPs.— Under 
nav.gatior regulations which have been adopted by the Common- 
wealth Government, and will come into force on October lat, 
practically all ships conveying more than 12 passengers from point 
to point on the Australian coasts will be compelled to carry wire- 
less telegraph apparatus and oporators.— Heuter's Trade Service 
(Melbourne). 


Empire Press News.—A deputation representing the 
British Press was received by Mr. Winston Churchill, Colonial 
Secretary, on May 25th, when strong representations were made 
regarding the need for quicker and cheaper means of inter-Imperial 
communications for Press messages by cable and wireless tele- 
graphy. It is understood that an official report will be issued after 
Mr. Churchill has consulted with other Ministers, 


France.—WIRELES3 TELEGRAPHY.—Hitherto wireless 
communication from Paris to New York has been ria Lyons or tle 
new station at Croix-d'Hins, near Bordeaux. Now, however, 
French experts, as the result of experimenta in connecting the 
sending boards in Paris with the transmission apparatus, declare 
that direct communication between Paris and New York can be 
obtained, thua reducing the time of transmission by two hours.— 
Jieuter's Trade Service (Paria). 

NEW WIRELESS SERVICE.—By agreement with the Norwegian 
authorities, the administration of the French Posta and Telegrapha 
has opened the wireless service between France and N orway to the 
public during certain hours of the day, says Zhe Times. 

LonG-DISTANCE TELEPHONY.—Experiments will shortly be made 
on the longest distance telephone which has yet been installed in 
France. The authorities are anxious that it should be possible to 
telephone from Paris to the Moroccan seaport of Casablanca, a 
distance of about 3,750 miles. M. Laffont, Minister of Posts ard 
Telegraphs,i8 to conduct the experiments in p2rson, and has left 
for Casablanca with a number of officials to carry out the triala. 
If the experiment is a success, similar apparatus will be used for 
other long-distance telephone lines to link up Paris with various 
important centres in Europe.—Zieu'er's Trade Service (Paris). 


Ireland.—CABLES Cur.—Qaeenstown was unable to 
communicate by wire with surrounding districts on May 24th. 
even the Admiralty coul i not communicate with Haulbowline, as 
the cables from Whitepoint had been cut. 


Italy, — STRIKE. — Postal, telegraph, and telephone 
workers in Rome and several other Italian towns left work on 
May 25th, as a protest agains: the Government's delay in adjusting 
their scale of wages. 


South Africa.— NEW WrRELEsS Sration.—The plant 
of the new wireless station, which was opened at Port Elizabeth 
on May 3rd, is a 1°5-kW set equipped with ampliying valves, and it 
has a guaranteed range in daylight of 300 miles, but it was 
demonstrated during the morning that the range can easily be 
exceeded, and under suitable conditions there is nothing to prevent 
& range of over 1,000 miles being attained. By virtue of the 
amplifier with which it is fitted, the new station has a greater 
range than that of the Durban station ; it is exactly equidistant 
between the Durban and Cape Town stations, i.e., 400 miles each 
way, and it ensures continual wireless communication along the 
south-eastern coast.— Heuter's Trade Service (Port Elizabeth). 


Sweden,— WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY.—The only wireless 
post on the West Coast of Sweden for locating ships off the cost is 
on the Island of Vangä, not far from Gothenburg. It is not, how- 
ever, equipped with transmitting apparatus, and has to telegraph 
to Gothenburg the messages to be sent out. It is now intended to 
set up a second post, to be situated near Smó ren. Great services 
have been afforded to international shipping lately by the former 
station when heavy fogs have overtaken ships in the Cattegat, 
Skagerra^k, &o. . 


The Telephone Service.—N&w EXCHANGE.—A new 
public telephone exchange called “Chancery” was opened, on 
May 28th, at 55, High Holborn. Itsequipment is of the central 
battery type, with lamp signalling, and it will accommodate 
1,500 subscribers’ lines, A total of 520 lines was transferred from 
the Holborn, Central, and City exchanges on the first day. 

US. 


U.S.A. — CONTROL OF CasLE LANDNGS.— The 
Senate, on April 26th, passed Senator Kellogg's Bill to prevent tbe 
unauthorised landing of cables in the U.S.A., or any of its poeses- 
sions. The Senate's action followed protracted evidence before a 
sub-Committee of the Senate Interstate Commeroe Committee, 
during which the atory of the controversy between the Western 
Union Telegraph Co. and the State Department over the attempted 
landing of a cable at Miami was fully unfolded. The Bill gives 
the President sweeping authority to prevent cable landings in the 
U.S. or any of its possessions, to issue licences to land, or to revoke 
them, and he ia given authority to obtain cable concessions for the 
U.S. in other parta of the world. Moreover, there is & purpose to 
secure in Latin-America better cable facilities, and to make the 
United States less dependent on foreign cables. Any cable now 
laid within the U.S. without a licence granted by the President 
may continue to operate 90 days from passage of the Act. The 
President may withhold or revoke a licence when satisfied that such 
action will assist in obtaining rights for the landing or operation 
of cables in foreign countries, or in maintaining the rights or 
interests of the U.S., or any of its citizans in foreign countries, or 
will promote the security of the U.S. The licence is not to give 
the licensee exclusive rights of landing, or of operation in the 
United States. The Bill provides for a maximum fine of $5,000 
and imprisonment for one year. It applies to all the territory 
subject to the jurisdiction of the United States, including the 
Philippines and Canal Zone.— T. and T. Age. 

The Western Union Co.'s cable ship has been withdrawn from 
Miami, which action is construed as evidence that a permit to land 
the cable connecting Florida with the British cable at Barbadoes 
has been refused. 


„„ —MÁ € ÀMá 


CONTRACTS OPEN .AND CLOSED. 


(The date given in parentheses at the end of the paragraph indicates 
the issue of the ELEOTRICAL REVIEW in which the “ Official 
Notice" appeared.) 


OPEN. 


Australia. — MELBOURNE. — August 10th. Victorian 
Railways. 250 oore-type impedance bonds for power sig- 
nalling, with a capacity of 1,000 amperes per rail; also 50 
miles of solid insulated copper wire, No. 14 Brown & Sharpe 
gauge, and 60 miles of solid insulated copper wire, 16 standard 
gauge. 

August 15th. Electricity Commiss'oners. Steelwork for power 
station buildings, roof covering, &c.; water - tube boilers, stokers, 
fans, &c ; platforms and ladders, steel chimneys, fl ies and dampers, 
sooting and dus; extraction equipment, ash handling plant. (See 
this issue.) 

August 17th. 3,000 sets of renewals for caustic soda primary 
cells. 

August 30th. Board of Works. Four electrical centrif 
pumps, each with a capacity of twelve million gallons daily. 

September 7th. Victorian Railways. Sixteen sets of air-brake 
equipment, 450 to 620 V., d.c., for singlo-track tramoars.— 77e a 
Trade Service (Melbourne). 

TASMANIA.—P.M G.'s Department. July 11th. Switchboard 
material (Schedule T. 317). (Sze this isgue.) 
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Brighton.—June 7th. Electricity Department. Oil 
fuel plant. (May 20th.) 


Dandee,— June 6th. Electricity Department. One 
coupled motor-genorator, consisting of two interpole machines; 
motor, 400 V, d.c. ; generator, 75 V, 130 amp. ; also regulator, 60 
to 70 V. (May 20th.) 


Sadan.— June 30th. Sudan Government. Pumping 
machinery, consisting of Diesel or semi-Diesel engines and direct- 
coupled centrifugal pumpe, capable of lifting 1,200 litres of water 
per second against a static head varying between 2:5 and 8 metres. 
Machinery must bedelivered at Khartoum North by February 28th, 
1922. Specifications. drawings, and conditions of tender may be 
ssen at the office of the Sudan Agent, War Office, Cairo, Egyp“. 
Tenders to Superintending Engineer, Department of Agriculture, 
Sudan Government, Atbara.— Reuter « Trade Service. 


Greenock.—June 6th. Corporation. Electric lighting 
work in connection with the Upper Cornhaddock housing scheme 
(18 tenements and six double cottages). Schodules, &c., from Offi 2e 
of Public Works, Greenock. 


Leytonstone.—June 16th. West Ham Union. Three 
months’ supply of electrical fittings. Mr. T. Smith, Clerk, Board 
Room, U nion Road, Leytonstone, E.11. 


Liverpool.—June 6th. Liverpool Overhead Railway Co. 
Stores, includinz electrical fittings for twelve months. General 
Manager, 31, James Street, Liverpool. l 


Llandaff and Dinas Powls,—June 22ad. Rural Dis- 
trict Council. E.h.p. feeder, with switchgear sub-station equip- 


ment cormplete. (See this issue.) 


London, —ISLINGTON. —July 4th. Electricity Com- 
mittee. H.p. switchgear, flame carbons, (See this issue.) 


Manchester, — June 17th. Electricity Committee. 
Twelve months supply of static transformers, Mr. F. E. Hughes, 
secretary, Electricity Department, Town Hall. 


New Zealand. — WELuINGTON.— June 28th. Public 
Works Department. Ten s. p. oil-filled transformers for the con- 
version of three-phase energy at 50 cycles, the voltage ratio 
being 50,000/11,000, for Waikato power scheme.“ 

Jane 28th. Supply and delivery at Lyttelton of two 50-kVA, 
two 100-KkVA, and two 200-kVA condansers in connection with the 
Lake Coleridge electric power supply (Section 116).* 

July 31st. H.M. Trade Commissioner in New Zealand has fo:- 
warded to the Department of Overseas Trade particulars of a call 
for tenders by the Wairoa Electric Power Board for a 11,000/ 3,300-V, 
600 kW outdoor sub-station. The material required includes the 
following :—(«) Transformers, four 200-k VA, 11,000/1,900 single- 
phase units ; (^) Insulators, 11,000 V and 3 000 V ; (c) Air-break 
switches, 11,000 V and 3,000 V ; (7) Fases, 11,000 V and 3,000 V ; 
(e) Lightning arresters and choke coils, 11,000 V aad 3,000 V; 
(/) Accessories as per schedu'e. Tenders to the offi»e of Messrs. 
Hay & Vickerman, Wellington. Copy of the specifications, condi- 
tions of tender and plan may be inspected on application to 
Room 49, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, S. W. l. 

August 9th. Public Works Department. Suspens‘on-type po-oe- 
lain insulators for the Waikato power scheme." 


Nottingham. — June 16th. Electricity Cornmittee. 
Twelve months’ supply of general stores. (See this issue.) 


South Africa.—July 5th. Electrifi ation of Capetown- 
Simonstown and Durban-Maritzburg railway lines, 

RHODESIA. — BULAWAYO. — August 3rd, Municipal Council. 
Electric light and power plant. (May 27th.) 

TRANSVAAL.—Rand Water Board. September 9th. Erection 
of a completa installation of m>chanival or other filters capable 
of filtering 54 million gallons of water per 24 hours at the 
Vereeniging main pumping Station (Contract No. 232). Copies of 
the contract documents may be obtained from the Chief Engineer, 
Rand Water Board, Johannesburg, upon a deposit of three guineas,* 


Urugnay.— Monte Vipeo.—August 18th. State Elec- 
tricity Works. Steel petroleum tank, Worthington duplex steam 
pump for oil, 250 metres steel tubing.* 


"A of the specification, &o., can be consulted at the Depart- 
ment of Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, S. W. I. 


CLOSED. 


Australia. — SYDNEY. — Electricity Supply Committee 


recommended: 


Underground cables (3pec. 628), £32,005. -W. T. Henley's Telegraph 
Works Co., Ltd. 

Spare blading for 6,000 kW Westinghouse turbine, £343, — Metropolitan. 
Vickera Electrical Co., Ltd. 


MELBOU&RNE.—City Council. Accepted: 


415 a c. meters, £918.—British General Electric Co., Ltd. 
500 d.c. meters, £1,272.—W. G. Watson & Co., Ltd. 
13 tons bare h. d. copper cable.— British Insulated & Helsby Cables, Ltd. 
10 switch pillars and 2.5 service boxes, £1,017, Holden & Lewis. 
Fend rs. 


The Victorian Electricity Commissioners have accepted an 


Australian tender of £13,000 for the supply of condensing plant at 
Newport power-house.—Heuter’s Trade Service (Melbourne). 


Belgium. — No fewer than fourteen firms submitted 
tenders recently to the munivipal authorities of Erquennes for the 
installation of a system of primary and secondary electricity supply 
mains in the town. The tenders ranged from 77,500 francs to 
" n francs, the lowest being that of Messre. Dosin & Gallée, 
of Mons. 


Glasdow.—Corporation. Electricity Committee. Ac- 
cepted :— . 
Switch boards for the Kinning Park, Elliot Street and Partick 
sub- statio 28. 
For the Ripping Park sub-station, £2,039.—Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical 


Co., Ltd. 
For the Elliot Street sub-station, £1,624.—British Thomson - Houston 
9. v 0 9 
For ihe Partick sub station, £351.—Metropolitan - Vickers Electrical 
O., . 


Co-poration. Tramways Committee. Accepted: 


Rubber and asbestos goods.—G. McLellan & Co., Ltd., and North British 
Rubber Co, 


Corporation. Lighting Department. Accepted :— 
Electrical fittings.—8loan Electrical Co., Ltd.; Wm. Mc3coch & Co., Ltd.; 
W. Brown & Co.; General Electric Co., Ltd; Wood & Cairns, Ltd.; 
British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd.; Simplex Conduits, Ltd. 


Government Contracts. — The following Government 
contrac!s were placed during April, 1921 : — 
ADMIRALTY (CONTRACT AND PuRcHASR DEPARTMENT). 
Cells.—Fuller’s United Electric Works, Ltd. 
Carbon rods.—Morgan Crucible Co., Ltd. 
Supply and laying of cables, &c.—Macintosh Cable Co., Ltd. 
Llectrodes.—Quasi-Are Co., Ltd, 
War OrFFICK. 
Crucibles.— Morgan Crucible Co., Ltd. 
i Alm MINISTRY. 


Direction finders.—Marconi's Wireless Telegraph Co., Ltd. 
Electric mains.—Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. 
Post OFFICE. 

Telephone apparatus.—L. M. Ericsson Manufacturing Co., Ltd.; Phoenix 
Telephone & Electric Works, Ltd.; Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd.; 
Sterling Telephone & Electric Co., Ltd.; Western Electric Co., Ltd. 

Telegraph and telephone cable.—British Insulated & Helsby Cables, Ltd.; 
l'irclli-General Cable Works, Ltd. 

Conduit and fittings.—Brothertun, Ediswan Tubes & Conduits, Ltd.; Per- 
fecta Seamless Steel Tubes & Conduit Co., Lid. 

Cords for tclephones.—Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. 

Cradles for telephones.—Hodge & Co. 

Cable drums.—kames Bros. 

Ducts.—Albion Clay Co., Ltd. 

Insulators.—J. Bourne & Son, Ltd. 

Laying conduits.—Holborn (Chancery Lane area) and  London-Dofking 
(Section 3): J. Mowlem & Co., Ltd. Birmingham area: Whittaker- 
Ellis, Ltd. London-Uxbridge-High Wycombe (South-Midland Section): 
W. Jones & Sons. Waltham Cross-Epping-Pishop’s Stortford (Section 
II): W. & C. French. Borough High Street and City of London: 
J. A. Ewart, Ltd. Saltcoats and Prestwick: W. Dobson, Monument- 
Exchange area: H. Farrow. 

Manufacture, supply, drawing-in, and jointing cable. Berkhampsted- 
Hunton Bridge, London-Chatham and St. Albans-Luton : Siemens Bros. 
& Co., Ltd. Barnet-Welwyn: W. T. Henley's Telegraph Works Co., 
Ltd. Preston-Blackpool: British Insulated & Helsby Cables, Ltd. 
Bury-Burnley : W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd. 

Telephone exchange equipment.— Inverness: British L. M. Ericsson Manu- 
tucturing Co., Ltd.; sub-contractors for batteries D.P. Battery Co., 
I.td.; for charging set, Crompton & Co., Ltd. Edinburgh Relief Ex- 
change (“ Museum "): Western Electric Co., Lid. sub-contracters 
for batteries, Hart Accumulator Co., Ltd.; for motor generator, Elec- 
trical Construction Co., Ltd. ; 

Bronze wire.—Elliotts Metal Co., Ltd. 

Leclanché zinc rods.—Eyre Smelting Co., Ltd.; Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. 


Hicn COMMISSIONER FOR INDIA. 


Accumulators.—J. Stone & Co., Ltd. 

Cells.—Fuller’s United Electric Works Co., Ltd. 

Insulator cups.—Estler Bros. 

Generating sets.—Browett, Lindley & Co., Ltd. 

Motors, &c.—Veritys, Ltd. 

Transformer pancls.—British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 

Switchboards.—Peel-Conner Telephone Works, Ltd.; Metropolitan- Vickers 
Electrical Co., Ltd. 

Telephones.—Pecl-Conner Telephone Works, Ltd 

Transformers. Hackbridge Electric Construction Co., Ltd. 

Voltoids. - Brunner Mond & Co., Ltd. 

Wheatstone instrument parts. — Elliott Bros., Ltd. 


CROWN AGENTS FOR THE COLONIES. 
Cables, &c.—British Insulated & Helsby Cables, Ltd.; Callender's Cable & 
Construction Co., Ltd.; Henley's Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. 
Electrifying of crane.—Leeds Engineering and Hydraulic Co., Ltd. 
Electric light fittings.—Mather & Platt, Ltd. 
Electrical materials. General Electric Co., Ltd. 
Leclanché cells.—General Electric Co., Ltd. 
Switchgear.—Ferguson, Pailin & Co., Ltd.; A. Reyrolle & Co., Ltd. 
Telephones and telephone apparatus.—British L. M. Ericsson Manufactur- 
ing* Co., Ltd. 
Telephones.—Western Electric Co., Ltd. 
Telegraph material.—Bullers, Ltd. 
Telephone material.—Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. 
Telegraph line wire.—Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. 
Water-cooling tower.—Premier Cooler & Engineering Co. 
Welding plant.—Quasi-Arc Co., Ltd. 
Copper wire.—Shropshire Iron Co., Ltd. 
Copper line wire.— Wilkes, Sons & Mapplebeck, Ltd. 


H.M. Orrice or Works. 


Engineering services.—Acton, Ministry of Pensions, electric lifts, &e.; 
Hammond Bros, & Champness, Ltd. Benenden Sanatorium, electric 
wiring: Bowden, Higlett & Co. Leeds, supply of electrical. labour- 
in-daywork : Alpha Manufacturing Co. National Physical Labora- 
tory, electric storage battery: Premier Accumulator Co., Ltd. Royal 
Mint, alterations to motors, &c.: Waygood-Otis, Ltd. 


New Zealand. —AUCKLAND.—The list of tenders given 
in our last issue under the heading ‘‘ Wellington” was, in actudl 
fact, a list of estimates received and accepted by the Auckland 
City Council, mc 

Salford.— Electricity Committee. Accepted :— 


L.p., paper-insulated, lead-covered cable, £38).—W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd. 
D.c. ironclad switchboard, £2/5.—Dorman & Smith, Lid. 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


British Science Guild.—Wednesday, June Stb. At the Goldsmiths’ Hall, 
Foster Lane, E.C. At3 p.m. Annual meeting. 

Institution of Electrical Engineers (Wireless Section).—Wednesday, 
June 8th. At the Institution, Victoria Embankment. At6p.m. Paper on 
“ Electric Oscillations along Straight Wires and Solenoids," by Prof. J. S. 
Townsend. 

Physical Society of London.—Friday, June 10th. At the Imperial College 
of Science, South Kensington, S. W. At 5 p.m. Lecture on The Stability 
of Atoms,“ by Sir E. Rutherford, F. R. S. 


NOTES. 


X-Ray Heroes Hononred. — The committee of the 
Carnegie Foundation has awarded a gold medal to Dr. Infroit, a 
famous radiologist, who has had several fingers amputated as the 
result of disease contracted in the course of his X-ray experiments ; 
& gold medal and £1,100 to M. Vaillant, head of the X.ray labora- 
tory at the Salpetrière Hospital, who has continued his work in 
apite of losing his left arm ; and a gold medal to the late Dr. Leray, 
who died on March 26th from burns contracted during his work in 
radiolog y.— Reuters Trade Service (Paris). 


Junior Institation of Engineers.— A dinner in celebra- 
tion of the thirty-seventh anniversary of the Institution's founda- 
tion was given at the Café Monico, Piccadilly Circus, on May 26th, 
when the president, Lord Weir of Eastwood, presided over a 
company of nearly 100 members and guests ; during the evening, 
Miss Winifred Mansfield and Mr. Roland Merry contributed 
humorous songs and stories, and Mr. Spencer Shaw, L. R. A. M., 
acted as accompanist. 

Besides the Institution's headquarters in London, there are six 
provincial local sections and two abroad, one at Melbourne 
(Australia) and the other at Assam (India) ; the total membership 
stands at 2,169 of all classes, comprising engineers of all ages, 
from 18 upwarde, who are engaged in the technical and adminis- 
trative departments of engineering firms, &c. 

Following the loyal toasts, Mr. Loughnan St. L. Pendred pro- 
poeed The Institution," in a humorous speech, which was much 
appreciated, and Mr. B. E. Dunbar Kilburn, M.A., in responding, 
referred to the work of the Institution and the keenness of all 
members. The toast of “Progress in Engineering” had coupled 
with it the name of Lord Weir (president and member of the 
Institution), and was proposed by Mr. C. H. Wordingham (presi- 
dent-elect of the Institution). ‘Kindred Institutions was 
proposed by Mr. S. E. Fedden (president of the Sheffield Section) 
and replied to by Captain H. Riall Sankey—and thereby hangs a 
tale. A vote of thanks to the chairman, proposed by Lieut.-Col. 
A. E. Le Rossignol, brought the proceedings to a close. 


Educational.—Excuance or Proressors.—There has 
been for some time a regular annual exchange of professors 
between individual universities in Franoe and America in regular 
academic fields, but not hitherto in engineering or applied science. 
These subjects are taught in France under special faculties, not 
included in existing exchanges with America, and the French 
methods of teaching them are unlike the American methods, for 
various reasons, Arrangements have now been made whereby seven 
United States universities have agreed with the French University 
Administration upon. the annual exchange of a professor. The 
French selected for their first representative Prof. J. Cavalier, 
Rector of the University of Toulouse, and a well-known authority 
on metallurgical chemistry, and the American universities have 
selected as their outgoing representative for the year 1921-22 
Dr. A. E. Kennelly, Professor of Electrical Engineering at Harvard 
University and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. It is 
anticipated that if the plan continues to operate as favourably as 
it has commenced, there should not only be a steady annual 
exchange of a professor in various branches of applied science, but 
also a steady interchange of advanced students betweeu France and 
America. 


Service Notes.—In connection with the Defence Force, 
the following temporary appointments have been made :—London 
Electrical Engineers: Lieut -Col. A. E. Le Rossignol, O.B., T. D.; 
Captains H. K. B. Reed, T. W. G. Ackland, I. 8. Macadam, O.B.E, 
T. C. Mann, MB E., and E Matthews; Lieutenants G. St. J. Sugg, 
C. G. Huntley, H. F. Cousins, W. J. Rawlings, A. B. Penney, L. B. 
Foster, G. O. King and A. W. King ; Quartermaster and Captain 
S. W. P. Goodwin—all war veterans. Tyne Electrical Engineers: 
Lieut.-Col. E Robinson, M.B E, T.D., Major H. E. Burton, O. B. E., 
Captain C. M. Foster, Lieutenants C. B. Williamson. R. P. Winter, 
MC, E. H. E Woodward. M.C., R. Sharp, O B. K., C. F. Fawcett ; 
Captain and Quartermaster A. Reed. Since being gaz-tted as 
above, Lieuts. R Snarp and Woodward. Tyne Electrical Engineers, 
have been promoted Captains. Capt. W. H. Pay and Lieut. W. B. 
Davies have been posted to the Electrical Companies of the Defence 
Force. Recru'ting for the electrical branches of the Navy and Army 
is very satisfactory. the increased pay and better service conditions 
att'acting a good class of recruits. 


Electricity in Farming. At the Oxfordshire Agricul- 
tural Show, held at Banbury from May 21th to May 26th, electrical 
appliano«s were well to the fore, showing that electricity is fast 
coming to be rec grised at a powerful agent in successful farming. 

Messrs. J. Busri's ELE TRICAL Works, Banbury, who 
specialise in electrico Ji: ht installations in country houses, man- 
sions and pubiic buildings, had on show a fine range of self- 
contained electric lighting and power plants, consisting of Crossley 
engines driving generators. One direct-ooupled electric-lighting 


e 


set, manufactured by Messrs. Dixon Baos. & HUTCHINSON, was 
used for lighting the stand and advertising novelties. A small 
„Aster lighting set, and also a good show of their own manu 
factured switchboards, suitable for country house installations, 
appeared on the stand Both stationary and portable types of Crossley 
engines driving pumps and farm machinery were shown. There was 
also an Albany electrically-driven, direct-coupled pump, an eleo- 
trically-driven churn, a washing machine, and s range of farm 
machinery driven by separate electric motors, showing the advan- 
tages of electrio drive, ''Skefoo roller bearings for an electric clip- 
ping machine and several small electric motors were also exhibited. 

The domestic appliances on show consisted of electric fans, 
kettles, irons, hotplates, vacuum cleaners, and many other labour- 
saving devices ; the electrio kettles were used for making tea which 
was very much appreciated by the many iaquirers who commented 
on the quickness and cleanliness of electricity. A large amount of 
interest was caused by the Mystic" Electric Sign advertising 
Osram Lamps. which was kindly loaned by the General Electric 
Company. Exide Batteries for lighting and self-starting sets 
for motor cars, and battery charging boards were also included. 

Messes J. MAWLE X Sons, of Banbury, also exhibited lighting 
and power plant. 


X-ray Research.—TREATMENT OF CANCER.—Dr. A. E. 
Barc!ay, medical officer in charge of the X-ray Department of the 
Manchester Royal Infirmary, has received through an anonymous 
donor a gift of £4,000 in aid of research work in connection with 
"intensive X-ray therapy." The donor has expressed a wish 
that a portion of the money should. be utilised in paying the 
expenses of a scholar who is to proceed to the Continent to study 
the methods adopted in various clinical centres. e.g., Erlangen, for 
the utilisation of intensive X-ray therapy in relation to the treat- 
ment of cancer, says the Manchester Guardian, The Board of 
Management of the Royal Infirmary has accepted the gift, and 
made arrangements to have the necessary apparatus installed in 
the X-ray department. Dr. Anderson has been appointed Research 
Scholar. and will to the Continent in July. A Committee 
consisting of Sir William Milligan (chairman), Dr. A. E. Barclay, 
Prof. Bragg, Dr. Arthur Burrows, Prof. Dean, Prof. Hill, and Mr. 
James Watts, junior, has been appointed to complete the necessary 
arrangements and to administer the fuod. The intention of the 
donor is to stimula'e inquiry into a reoently-suggested means 
of dealing with malignant disease—a method which has cause 
considerable stir in medical quarters on the Continent. 


Appointments Vacant.—T wo junior clerks (£70 + war 
bonus = £185) for the St. Pancras B.O. Electricity Department ; 
foremar armature winder (Rs.450 per month) for the North. 
Western Railway of India Electrical Department; assistant 
lecturer in Electrical Engineering (£200 + war bonus = £433), 
for the Belfast Municipal Technical College; electrical engineer 
for the Ludlow Electric Light Works; lecturer in Electrical 
Engineering (salary, including bonus, £520) for the Bradford 
Techni‘ al College; meter reader and fixer for the Hackney Borough 
Coancil Electricity Dapartment ; assistant in electrical technology 
(Rs. 623 + per mensem) for the Indian Institute of Science, 
Bangalore. See our advertisement pages to-day. 


Fatalities —An inquest was held on May 28rd, at 
Plymouth, to inguire into the cause of the death of Fred. Langford, a 
wireless operator, who was killed at the Cattewater Air Station by 
an explosion. Sergeant Fred. Coombes, who is in charge of the wire- 
leas station, in giving evidence, said the accident was caused by a 
spark which ignited the celluloid container of an accumulator. 
The flame set alight Langford's clothing, which was saturated with 
oil, and an explosion resulted. A verdict of “Death from 
natural causes was returned," and the Coroner highly complimented 
Corporal Scott, who endeavoured to reach the power house after 
the explosion. Soott tied a towel over his head, broke down th: 
door, and trie? to drag the man away. | 

At Huddersfield, on May 28th, a verdict of Accidental death 
was returned in the case of Tom Buckley, whose body had been 
found in an electric hoist at the works of Messrs,Gledhill Bros. 
and Co., Ltd., where he was employed. The evidence indicated that 
he had touched a broken switch, and had died from electric shock. 


London Engineers Club.—The proposal to have an 
engineers’ club situated in London, to serve the needs of British 
engineers throughout the world, is now coming rapidly to a head. 
In fact, we may say it has come, for a general meeting of the 
supporters of the club was to be held yesterday, at the Hotel Cecil, 
with Mr. E. Manville, M.P., M. I. E. E., &o., in the chair, at which 
resolutions inaugurating the club on regular lines were to be put 
forward. Over 1,600 applications for membership have already 
been received, and these are being added to daily. Applications are 
coming not only from London and the provinces, but also from 
Australia, New Zealand, India, South Africa, South America. 
Canada, Egypt, and the United States, as well as from Norway, 
Sweden, Denmark, Belgium, Holland, France, Spain, and Italy. 
It is hoped very shortly to acquire first-class premises in a central 
situatio: in London, and there is every prospect of the club's 
Starting in the summer of this year. If a census could be tsk. n 
on any day in the year, it would probab y be found that some 800 
to 1,.00 British engineers from oversea: were ia London without 
any place to call their home, and the Engineers’ Olub will not only 
fil this want, but will also serve as an Engineering Exchange for 
the British Empire. The subscriptions proposed are ten guineas 
for tn members, five guineas tor country members, and two 
guineas for overseas and foreign members. Full particulars can 
be obtained from the temporary Honorary Secretary, Mr. Edmund 
L. Hill, 39, St. James's Street, London, S.W. 1. 
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A Blind Eagineer's Invention.— Mr. Gamble, who prior 
to the war was electrical engineer to a suburban Corporation, 
after occupying a number of important posts in the Ministry 
of Munitions, was employed as chief electrical engineer to 
the National Steam Car Co., which was engaged in the 
production of war matériel. While carrying out his duties, 
the bursting of a coal calorimeter deprived him of the sight 
of both eyes, and he was compelled to abandon his profession. 
Through the kindness of Sir Arthur Pearson, Mr. Gamble 
was able to enter St. Dunstan's, where he received training 
in secretarial duties. 

The blinded engineer set about devising a means of over- 
coming the difficulties of typewriting, and the device which 
he evolved is shown in the accompanying illustration. 

The actual keyboard is memorised, and to help. a Braille 
scale is fitted to the carriage of the machine in place ot the 
ordinary printed scale which is seen on every typewriter. 
This scale is fitted with stops which operate the bell and 
give warning when the end of the horizontal line is reached. 


The chief difficulty, however, was found in easily determining : 


when the end of the paper was being reached, and in doin 
tabular matter, as well as in taking out a document an 
reinserting it in exactly the same position. Some audible 
warning was obviously necessary, and the attachment shown 
in the illustration (for which letters patent have been applied 


for) gives this. It is made from an aluminium stamping, 
Hanged at each side, and is trough shaped in section. Down 
the trough works a flat clock-shaped spring, its upper end 
being wound round the wheel at the top. ‘lo the lower end 
of the spring is fixed a clip somewhat alter the shape ot the 
office bull-dog ” clip, oniy instead of a spring to close the 
jaws, there is a screw, so that the top end of the paper can 
be inserted by the operator with the rull use of both hands. 
On the clip is a projection for obtaining absolute squareness 
of the paper, and a tiny point sticks in the paper tor deter- 
mining the exact position, should the letter have to be taken 
out and reinserted in the machine. With the spring, and its 
clip holding the paper, typewriting can proceed in the usual 
way, and when the end ot the paper is being approached the 
clip above referred to touches another stop with suitable 
trip-levers, to operate the bell which is shown on the right. 
The stops and clip are adjustable so that the exact position, 
working from top to bottom, can always be arranged tor, thus 
permitting tabular matter to be done perfectly. Braille 
characters (marked out in inches) are stamped at the aide, 
so that the parts can be adjusted according to the actual 
length of matter required. 

We are indebted to Mr. Pringle, of 140, Bishop's Road, 
Chelmsford, for this description and the photograph. 


Popular Sclence!— From time to time we have had 
occasion to comment upon wildly exaggerated statements put 
forward by the non-technical Press in connection with new 

iscoveries and inventions, as well as in connection with 
hings that are neither. 

The latest example of this recently appeared in the Daily 
Mail in what purported to be a description of the re-discovery 
of electrostatic attraction between a semi-conductor and a 
good conductor by Messrs. Johnsen and Rahbek, whose 
relay, according to the Daily Mail, which quotes Mr. Thorne 
Baker in support of its theory, is the nearest approach yet 
seen to the unsolvable problem of perpetual motion." We 
cannot think that this is what Mr. Thorne Baker really said. 

At the demonstration the inventors displayed a small elec- 
troscopic detector about the siz of an ordinary fountain pen. 
This is apparently the instrument which leads the Daily Mail 
to think that it is no exaggeration to say that their new 
relay makes it possible to have a portable wireless receiving 
set little bigger than a fountain pen.“ There are other 
statements which require to be taken cum grano salis, but we 
wil merely disagree with the idea that the new discovery is 
E ook remarkable " than the invention pf the amplifying 
Valve. l 


Whiteley VIllage.— By means of a bequest of one million 
pounds left by the late Mr. William Whiteley, the Whiteley Village, 
providing homes for aged persons, has been built in a beautiful 
park near Walton-on-Thames ; it will ultimately provide accom- 
modation for upwards of 500 villagers, the population at present 
numbering 281. On May 28th it was visited by the King snd 
Queen, who were received by the trustees of the estate. 

Electric lighting has been provided throughout the estate, the 
supply being derived from the Urban Electric Supply Co., Ltd., 
Weybridge. The road lighting is controlled by Venner time 
switches. The main cables.were made and laid by the B.I. and 
Helsby Cables, Ltd. ; the house services and road lighting cables 
are CO. T. S. laid in g.i. sorewed tubes. Interior wiring is of vir. 
cable in screwed conduit. The principal contractors were :— For 
wi ing the buildings, and service cables, Mesars. Pinching and 
Walton; wiring the large hall, Messrs. Duncan Watson & Oo.; 
wiring the church, Messrs. Drake & Gorham, Ltd.; fittings and 
lamps, Messrs. William Whiteley, Ltd.; main sw:tchbeard (by Mr. 
Cecil Hodges), Messrs. Maloolm & Allan; 20-line telephone 
exchange and stations for the use of the staff, Western Electric 
Co., Ltd., installed by Mesars. Duncan Wateon ; electric bells and 
road lighting cables, Messrs. H. J. Cash & Co. 

The church organ blower is driven by a motor which is oon- 
trolled by an automatic device devised jointly by the consulting 
engineer, Mr. H. D. Wilkinson, M. I. E. E. M I. Mech E. (who was 
responsible for the whole of tbe engineering installations on the 
estate), and the resident engineer, Mr. J. Hetherington. 


Electrostatic Adhesion. — The earliest discovery of the 
phenomenon which Messrs. Johnsen and Rahbek have re- discovered 
sppears to have been made by Elisha Gray. It was recorded in 
THE TELEGBAPHIC JOURNAL of September lst, 1877, in an article 
by W. H. Preece (afterwards Sir W. H. Preece), as follows : — 
“Elisha Gray, of Chicago, in 1878, suoceeded in producing tones 
from the finger when rubbing a dry sororous body, such as an 
ordinary tin can, while the intermittent ourrents sent by a 
vibrating tuning fork were passing throngh it, and by attachirg 
an electromagnet to a hollow sounding box, open at one end and 
clored at the other, he was able to reproduce exactly the tones of 
the musical notes transmitted. His electromagnet had its arma- 
ture rigidly fixed to one pole, and separated from the otber by a 
space of one-sixtieth of an inch. He called it a resonator. The 
vibrations of this armature were imparted to the sounding box and 
became thereby magnified.” 


INSTITUTION NOTES. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers.—The results of the recent 
elections having been announced at the meeting held on May 26th, 
we are now able to give a list of the officers and Council of the 
Institution for the session 1921-22. The list, of course, is in addi- 
tion to past-presidents. The names of those newly elected are 
given in italics. 

President.—J. 8. Highfield. 

: Vioe-Presidents.—Dr. W. H. Eocles, A. A. C. Swinton, Prof. E. W. 
Marchant, D. Sc., C. C. Paterson, O. B. E. 

Hon. Treasurer.— Sir James Devonshire, K. B. E. 

Ordinary Members of Counoil.— H. J. Cash, Liout.- Col. Corte: - 
Leigh, J. R. Oowie, 8. Erershed, B. E. Fedden, E. A. Gatehouse, F. 
Gill, P. V. Hunter, C. B. R., A. H. W. Marshall, Sir W. Noble, Sir 
A. M. Ogilvie, K.B.E, O.B. A. Page, T. Roles, Dr. A. Russell, 
A. W. Tait, O. B. E., P. D. Tuckett, C. Vernier, B. Welbourn. 

In addition to the above, we give, as far as we are able, the 
chairmen-elect and immediate past-chairmen of Territorial and 
Colonial Centres (chairmen in italics) :— 

N.E.— Prof. W. M. Thornton, D. So., and J. R. Beard, M. Sa. 

N.W.—Ald. W. Walker and J. Frith. 

8. MIDLAND.—F. Forrest. 

N. MiDLAND.— W. E. Burnand and C. J. Jewell. 

InIsH.— A. W. Eaton and A. G. Bruty. 

ScorTIsH.— F. T. Goslin and J. E. Sayers. 

HonaG-KoNgG.—F. Graham. 

CAPE Town.—W. F. Long. 

. CALOUTTA.—J. W. Meares. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.— The forty-ninth annual general 
meeting of the Institution was held in the I.E.E. building, on 
Tuesday last, when the President, Mr. Ll. B. Atkinson, introduced 
the Council's report for the 1920-21 session, which was abstracted 
in our last issue. In briefly touching on the more important points, 
Mr. Atkinson said that they had been hardly able to trace any loses 
of members consequent upon the recent increase in subscription. 
The report and accounts were adopted, and a vote of thanks 
to the Institution of Civil Engineers for the facilities it put 
at the disposal of the I E. E. for nearly five years was carried, 
as was also a vote of thanks to the hon. officers of the Institution 
at home and ab- od. Meses, Allen & Attfield were re elected 
ancitors. The meeting then t«rminated. 

THE CHARTER.—A special meetirg was then held, at which the 
President introduced the subject of the Royal Charter which the 
Institution is to ask the Privy Council to grant, and explained 
that a postcard vote had been taken; 635 per cent. of the cor- 
porate members had voted, all exept three being in favour of the 
proposal. After Mr. R. T. Smith had seconded the resolution pro- 
posing to seek the charter, and Mr. C. H. Wordingham had 
expl«ined the work he had done in connection with the subject, 
the motion was put to the meeting, and carried unanimously, 
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LECTURE.—Afterwards an ordinary meeting was held, to hear 

a lecture on " Research Work in the United States," by Dr. F. B. 
Jowett, chief engineer of the Western Electric Co., which, said the 
President, had the largest research laboratories in the world. Dr. 
Jewett was severely handicapped by the non-arrival of a number of 
lantern slides which were to have illustrated his lecture, but he 
substituted an extemporaneous discourse on the development of 
research in the United States, which was heard with deep interest. 
He expressed some doubt whether industrial research had not 
been overdone; p^op'e were expecting too much from it, and 
wen the dollars failed to roll in, there might be a reaction. The 
National Research Council, formed with the aid of the Nationa: 
Academy of Soiences, was founded to carry out war work, which it 
did very effsctively; it was now being reorganised for peace 
purposes, &nd covered the whole field of science, each division 
being provided with a chairman, who was paid an adequate salary. 
The Engineering Foundation had joined forces with it, and becare 
the Engineering Division. The function of the National Researc 1 
Council, which was not a Government institution, was to stimulate 
re:earch in the industries and to provide funde for the purpose ; it 
had some $200,000 a year at its disposal. provided by the Engineering 
Foundation and the industries. Men of recognised ability were 
granted fellowships worth from $1,800 to £2,500 a year to carry on 
research. Particulars were given of some typical researches, to 
which the industries contributed large sums of money, A research 
on the fatigue of metals was particularly successful, and while the 
big firms would not co-operate in a research on electrical insu' a- 
tion, they readily supported the National Research Council with funds 
to prosecute the investigation. Private research laboratories were 
now thoroughly established, and able men were being trained for 
industrial research, not in technical colleges, but in universities. 
The big firms had their own laboratories ; small ones combine for 
the purpose, and there were also consulting research laboratories, 
Sir Frank Heath then gave a full account of the organisation of 
the British Department of Scientific and Industrial Research, and 
compared its m:thods with those adopted in the United States. The 
meeting closed with votes of thanks to the speakers, proposed by 
Mr. C. H. Wordirgham and Mr, C. C. Paterson. 

WIRELESS SE TION COMMITTEE, 1921-22. — The following 
members have been nominated to serve on the Wireless Section 
Committee, 1931-22: — Chairman : Dr. G. W. O. Howe. New nomi- 
nations for membership of the Committee: Mr. B. Binyon, 
O B.E, Dr. W. H. Eccles, G. H. Nash, C. B E., and C. C. Paterson, 
O.B E. The following will continue to serve as members of the 
Committee: Sir Charles Bright, F.R.S E, Mr. R. C. Clinker, Prof. 
C. L. Fortescue, Mr. A. Gray, Admiral of the Fleet Sir H. B. 
Jackson, G.C.B , Captain H. J. Round, M C., Messrs. A. A, C. Swinton, 
F.R.S., and L B. Turner. 

SUMMER MEETING. —The secretary of the Institution informs 
u3 that. in view of the continuance of the coal miners’ strike, the 
Scottish Committee has been reluctantly compe' led to cancel the 
proposed Summer Meeting, which was to have been held in Scotland 
next week. 

ELECTROSTATIC ADHESION. — On May 26th Messrs. Alfred 
. Johnsen and Knud Rahbek demonstrated the phenomenon of 
&lhesion between the surfaces of a semi-conductor and a good 
conductor when & potential difference is applied to them. This 
was outlined in our issue of May 20th. Their firat experimertt, 
performed by means of a balance to one side of which a brass disk 
was suspended in contact with a slab of lithographic stone, showed 
that when a potential d.fference of 440 volts was applied, the 
adhesive force was in excess of 500 grammes, 

Th most useful form of apparatus constructed to make use of 
the principle consisted of an agate or flint cylinder, mechanically 
rotated, over which was fitted a metal band held in position by 
springa, This arrangement was put into a circuit a3 a relay, when 
a series of electrical impulse: caused corresponding movements of 
of the band. In this way it was possible to record the receipt 
of telephonic or telegraphic impulses, as well as wireless waves. 
An application of this apparatus demonstrated by the inventors 
took the form of a stripngless violin, which was made to serve the 
purpose of a loud-speaking te’ 'ephone, amplifying the impulses set 
up in a telephone circuit by a violin played in another room. 
Speech was also tranamitted in this way. Another application, 
shown in action by means of a shadow outline thrown upon a 
Screen, was a small electroscope about the size of an average 
fountaia pen, which can be used to test whether conductors are 
" Jive" or not. 

Iron and Steel Institute. — The autumn meeting will be held, by 
invitation of the Comité de: Forges de France, in Paris, on 
September 5th and 6th — The Times. 

British Science Guild.—The annual meeting of the Guild will 
be held at the Goldsmiths’ Hall, on Wednesday, June 8th, at 3 p.m. 
The speakers will be: The Right Hon. Lord Montagu of Beaulieu, 
K. C. I. E., C. S. I.; the Very Rev. William R. Inge, C.V.O, on “The 
Road to Ruin and the Way Out " ; and Sir Richard A. S. Redmayne, 
K. O. B., on The Importance of Research i in Promoting the Develop- 
ment of the Mineral Industries" Cards of Invitation may be 
obtained on application to the Secretary, Brit'sh Science Guild, 
6, John Street, Adelphi, W.C. 2. 

Physical Society of London —At the meeting held on May 
13th, a paper, entitled Notes on Vacuum Tubes used as 
Detectors of Electrical Oacillations." by Messrs. Hartshorn and 
E. 8. Keeping, was read by the former. The paper des- 
cribes the development of a robust form of vacuum tube which 
was used as a detector of electrical oscillations in the wire- 
less circuits carried by aeroplanes. Platinum electrodes are 
avoided, being replaced by strips of tinfoil, to which contact 
may be made by the spring clips holding the tube in position. It 
is found that when a discharge is passed through such a tube, the 


walls are affected in such a way that thenoeforth it is much easier 
to get a discharge to pass, The change produced by the first dis- 
charge is annulled by heating the tube above 210°C. Further, if 
the walls are coated on the insid: with a metallic film, this first 
discharge is unnecessary, and the tube is unaffected by heating, 
but when the walls are coated with an insulator, it is, if anything, 
more difficult to pass adischarge. A silica tube behaves like one 
coated with metal. It seems possible that the change in the tube 
may be due to the formation of a layer of gas molecules on the 
walls by the first discharge. The explanation of the behaviour of 
the silica tube is difficult. 


Association of Mining Electrical Eogineers.—At the annual 
meeting of the West of Scotland Branch of the Association, held 
in Glasgow, Mr. Frank Anslow, who presided, announced that the 
membership now exceeded 300 Offic3 bearers were elected for the 
ensuing session; Mr. F. J. Jamieson was elected president. A 
paper by Mr. J. A. B. Horsley, H.M. Electrical Inspector of Mines. 

n "Surface Electrical Equipment at Mines, as Affected by the 
Regulations of July, 1920," was read and discussed. 


The Franklin Institute.—On May 18th, at a meeting of the 
Institute, & certificate of honorary membership was presented to 
General Pershing. The Franklin Medal and a similar certificate 
were presented to the French Ambassador for Prof. Charles Fabry, 
of the University of Paris, A similar honour was paid to Mr. 
Fank J. Sprague, of New York. The paper read on behalf of 
Prof. Fabry was entitled '' Studies in the Field of Light Radiation.” 
Mr. Sprague presented a review of the progress of electric tracti n. 


OUR PERSONAL COLUMN. 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
technical or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also electric tramway and railway officials. to keep readers of th 
ELECTRIOAL REVIEW posted as to their movements. 


Darwen Town Council has decided to increase the salary of Mz. 
FLETCHER, electrical engineer, by £100 a year; and that of Mz 
NEWHOLME, tramway manager, by £50 a year, with a further 
£25 in each of the next two years. 

Mr. C. WILLIAM SKINNEB, a member of the s. aff of the ILER. 
from 1912 to 1919, and now with Mr. Fredk. A. Grant, F. A. L. was 
first in order of merit at the recent examinations of the Auet ior een 
Institute, receiving the silver medal, the Institute and Branch 
prizes, and was also successful at the Intermediate Examination 
of the Sarveyors’ Institution. 

Messrs. Malco'm & Allan, Ltd., electrical power and lighting 
contractors, inform us that their London manager, Mr. H. 8. 
Davidson, is now no longer in their employ. MR. H. Francis 
SMITH, who has been engaged as their London technical manager. 
was for many years in the employ of Messrs. J. G. White & Co., in 
South America. MR. H. 8. BUTLEB will continue as commercial 
manager of their London branch. 

Mr. Hran S. DavipsoN, late London manager for Messre. 
Malcolm & Allan, Ltd, has now joined the étaff of Mr. Stanley 
Johnston, engineer, of 7.9, Queen Street, Belfast, in a similar 
capacity. 

Halifax Tramways Committee recommends the granting of an 
honorarium of £300 to MB. J. W. GALLOWAY, tramway engineer, 
in recognition of extra services rendered by him in connection 
with the management of the undertaking during the illness of the 
manager, and pending the appointment of the new 
manager. 

Mr. E. W. Dorey has opened offices at. Norwich House. South. 
ampton Street, W.C. 1, where he is specialising in the installation 
of apparatus for the improvement of power factor. 

Mr. P. O. WILLMOTT, after 15 years with Measrs. Robt. W. 
Blackwell & Co., Ltd., for the last 12 as purchasing agent and sales 
manager, has resigned his position, and will start in business 
handling similar lines, with his colleague and assistant, Mr. F. S. C. 
PHILLIPS, who has also resigned from Messrs. Black well's service. 
For the present, letters ehould be . to 13, Alexandra Park 
Road, London, N. 10. 

The Times announces that SIR EDMUND Wrubsosk SMITH has 
accepted the post of chairman of the Metropolitan Carriage, Wagon 
and Finance Co, 

Me. G. BooRMAN, manager of the Electrical Department of 
Messrs. Albert Lee & Co., Ltd., London, E.C., informs us that he 
has resigned his position as from May 31st. 

The Daily Telegraph states that MR. ALEXANDER Morr, O. B. E. 
superintending engineer of the London District of the Poat Office. 
is about to retire after nearly i; vears' service. On Tuesday last 
Sir William Noble. the Engin“ i:-Chief, presented Mr. Moir, on 
behalf of the staff of the di-trist, with a grandfather clock, and 
Mrs. Moir with a diamond broocn. 

MR. W. J. MATHEWS, 74, Greenway Avenue, Taunton. late sales 
manager of Messrs. Newtons, Ltd., has been appointed sole agent 
of the Electric Construction Co, Ltd, for the South Weat of 
England. 


Mr. L. W. GEORGE, chief assistant at the Horsham Urban 
District Council electricity works, has been appointed to a similar 


position in the Aldershot Urban District Council's electricity 
department, 
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A correspondent is anxious to get into communication with 
MAJOR Pops, R.E., ex-O/C. 34th (Eastern) Division Signal Com- 
pany, R.E., who returned to South America after the war. 


Obltuary.— MR. E. L. ORDE.—We regret to record the death, 

which occurred suddenly in London, on May 27th, of Mr. Edwin 
Lancelot Orde, ex-President of the North-East Coast Institution of 
Engineers and Shipbuilders and a director of Armstrong, Whit- 
worth & Co., Ltd., of Newcastle-on-Tyne. Mr. Orde was 58 years 
years of aze. He was greatly interested in the use of oil fuel for 
sea-going vessels. 
. Mr. E. Brown.—The death took place on May 23rd, at the age 
of 36 years, of Mr. Ernest Brown, who had for 16 years been on 
the staff of the Northampton Electric Light Co. For the past eight 
years he had been foreman of the wiring department. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Lancashire Industries, Ltd. (174,761).—Private companv. 
Registered May 18th. Capital, £1,000 in 900 ordinary shares of £l each and 
900 ordinary shares of 10s. each. To carry on the business of electrical 
engineers, fra of and dealers in electrical and mechanical appliances, 
shippers, warchousemen, clothiers, leather merchants, importers, exporters, 
and agents, &c. The subscribers are: F. W. Roberts, 11, St. Oswald Street, 
Manchester, electrical engineer; E. Tracey, 10, Argyle Avenue, Victoria Park, 
Manchester, secretary; J. Moorland, 6, Tennis (?) Street, Old Trafford, Man- 
chester, director. The first directors are: F. W. Roberts, E. Tracey, and 
H. D. Barker. Qualification: Twenty ordinary shares. Registered office: 
63, Cannori Street, Manchester. 


Lift & Engineering, Ltd. (174,800).—Private company. 
Registered May 20th. Capital, £5,000 in £1 shares. To carry on the busincss 
of manufacturers and constructors of and dealers in lifting and hoisting 
machinery, contractors, electrical, mechanical and general engineers, machinists, 
fitters, founders, &c. The subscribers (each with one share) are: W. G. 
Clark, 2, Hill View Road, Orpington, Kent, insurance official; H. F. C. 
Smith, 65, New Bond Strect, W. 1, engineer. The first directors are not 
named. Registered office: 4, Tokenhouse Buildings, King’s Arms Yard, E.C.2. 


H. J. Harding, Ltd. (174,831).—Private company. Re- 
gistered May 23rd. Capital, £8,000 in £1 shares. To carrv on the business 
of motor, electrical, and general engineers as formerly carried on as “H. J. 
Harding," at Low Row, Sunderland. The first directors are: H. J. Harding 
(permanent managing director), 38, Elmwood Street, Sunderland; F. W. 
Douds, 57, Dundas Street, Sunderland; J. R. Smith, 40. Church Street, 
Deptford, Sunderland. Secretary : J. R. Smith. Registered office: Low Row, 
Sunderland. 


Lacv-Hulbert & Co. (1921).—Private company. Regis- 
tered May 20th. Capital, £40,000 in £1 shares. To carry on the business 
of pneumatic and general, mechanical, and electrical engineers, machine, tool, 
and motor makers, vacuum cleaners, boiler makers, makers of air com- 
pressors, vacuum pumps, and other pneumatic machinery, iron, brass, metal, 
and other founders, smelters, refiners. engineers, &c., and to adopt an 
agreement with Lacy-Hulbert & Co., Ld. (incorporated in 1903). The first 
directors are: C. E. Lacy-Hulbert, Morden Grange, Mitcham, Surrey; A. G. 
London, Oakleigh Lodge, Sunburv. Middlesex; D. G. Halsted, no address 
given. Registered office: Boreas Works, Beddington, Croydon, Surrey. 


Tidd., Sidav & Co., Ltd. (174.902).— Private companv. 
Registered May 26th. Capital, £20000 in £1 shares. To carry on the 
business of electricians, engineers, telephone and scientific instrument manu- 
facturers, chemists, manufacturers of perfumes, disinfectants, deodorant and 
chemical preparations, &c., and to adopt an agreement with W. E. Siday. 
The first directors are: I. T. Tidd. 22, St. Stephen's Avenue, West Ealing: 
W. E. Sidav, G. St. Helens Gardens, North Kensington: H. S. Grimston, 
101, Grosvenor Road, Ilford; H. Buss. 341, Ivvdale Road. Peckham Rve, S.E. 
The two first-named are permanent. Qualification: £100. Registered office: 
180, Drury Lane, W.C. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES, 


Jones, Burton & Co.. Ltd.—Mortgage dated Mav 11th, 


1921, to secure £5,000 charged on certain land and buildings in Liverpool. 
Holder: G. L. Burton, 16, Victoria Street, Westminster. 


Simms Motor Units (1920). Ltd.—I.and Registry charge 
on The Grange," East Finchley, dated May 4th, 1921, to secure £40,000. 
Holders: W. E. Martin, The College, Maidstone, and E. J. Townsend. 
Tynwald, Packhorse Road, Gerrards Cross, Bucks. (trustees of prior deed 
securing £40,000 mortgage debentures). 


Altrincham Electric Supply, Ltd.—Debenture dated 
May 13th, 1921, to secure £32,000 charged on the company's undertaking 
and property, present and future, including uncalled and unpaid capital. 
Holders: London County Westminster & Parr's Bank, Ltd. 


W. H. Dorman & Co.. Ltd.—Deposit on Mav 2nd. 1921, 
of deeds of certain lands and premises in Stafford, to secure all moneys due 
or to become due from company to Lloyd's Bank not exceeding £10,000 (in 
addition to £40,000 secured by prior charge). 


Pontelec Welding Patents. Ltd.—Return dated lanuary 
6th, 1921. Capital, £30,000 in £1 shares (20.000 ordinary and 16.009 pre- 
ference), 20,000 ordinary and 5,000 ; reference shares taken up. £5,000 paid, 
£20,000 considered as paid. Mortgages and charges: £2,000. 


Notting Hill Electric Lighting Co., Ltd. (25,921).—Return 
dated March 29th, 1921. Capital, £201,352 10s. in 17,002 6 per cent. non-cumu- 
lative preference and 2,998 6 per cent. cumulative preference shares of £10 each 
and 27,050 ordinarv shares of 1s. each. 11,402 non-cumulative preference, 
2,998 cumulative preference, and 27,050 ordinary shares taken up. £145,352 10s. 
paid. Mortgages and charges: £64,000. Also guaranteed bv this company 
and the Kensington & Kniphtsbridge Electric Lighting Co., Ltd.. and issued 
under the powers of the Kensington & Notting Hill Electric Lighting Companies 
Act, 1899: £221,550. 


Telegraph Construction & Maintenance Co.. Ltd. 
(11,47C).—Return dated March 24th, 1921. Capital, £896,400 in £12 shares. 
All shares taken up. £448,200 paid. £448,200 considered as paid, Mortgages 
and Charges: Nil. 


London Electric Supply Corporation, Ltd. (24,957).— 
Capital, £1,300,000 in 200,000 ordinary shares of £3 each and 90,000 preference 
Shares of £5 each and £250,000 to be divided into preference or ordinary 
shares as the board may determine. To March 7th, 1921, 111,000 ordinary and 
89.840 preference shares had been issued and £782,200 paid thereon. A 
further £160 had been paid on 160 shares forfcited. £587,355 debenture 
stock was outstanding. 


Yorkshire (West Riding) Electric Tramways Co., Ltd. 
(84,167).—Capital, £600,000 in 70,000 6 per cent. cumulative preference and 
90,000 ordinary shares of £3 each, of which, to February 17th, 1921, 46,261 
preference and 40,977 ordinary had been taken up. All credited as fully 
paid (total £436,190). £272,373 44 per cent. first. debenture stock was out- 
standing (part of £400,000 authorised). 


Newmarket Electric Light Co., Ltd. (14,450).— Capital, 
£30,000 in £10 shares. Return dated Apri! 4th, 1921. 2,656 shares taken up. 
£26,000 paid. Mortgages and charges: £14,200. 

Newcastle & District Electric Lighting Co., Ltd. (28,022). 
—Capital, £300,000 in £10 shares. Return dated March 25th, 1921. All 
shares taken up. £297,500 paid, leaving £2,000 in arrears. Mortgages and 
charges : £303,100. 


New Development Co., Ltd. (112,145).—Capital, £5,000 


. in £1 shares. Return dated March. 30th, 1921. 1.275 shares taken up. 


41.275 paid. Mortgages and charges: NI. 


CITY NOTES. 


The gross receipts for 1920 were 

Anglo-Argentine £4,413,165, less expenditure £3,198,028. In- 
ramways cluding £44,513 interest received and trans- 
Co., Ltd. fer fees, there 1s £1,259,650 available. From 

this there is deducted £70,660 annuity to 

City of Buenos Ayres Tramways Co. (1904), Ltd., £587,821 in- 
terest and sinking funds for debenture stocks, and £7,295 sink- 
ing fund for redemption of preference and ordinary shares, 
leaving £593,875, plus £175,510 brought forward. The follow- 
ing distributions were paid during the year in satisfaction of 
all the arrears and current dividends on the 53 per cent. first 
preference shares: July, 1920, dividend for year to June 30th, 
1918, £176,000; October, 1920, dividend for year to June 30th, 
1919, £176,000; December, 1920, dividend for 18 months to 
December. 1920, £264,000; total £616,000. The directors now 
recommend the payment of a dividend of 5} per cent. on the 
second preference shares in satisfaction of the arrears to 


‘December 31st, 1916, £137,500; leaving to be carried forward 


£15,854. £133.172 has been allocated out of revenue to the 
general renewals fund, against £97,000 in 1919. the additional 
provision being considered desirable in view of the high cost 
of materials. The number of miles open for traffic was 395}. 
the actual mileage run during the year being 61,303,692, and 
the number of passengers carried 432,636,355. The traffic 
receipts received the benefit of the revised fares from April 
10th, 1920, and show an increase of £856,981. The increase 
is equal to 28.36 per cent. The working expenses were 75.60 
per cent., as compared with 79.91 per cent. in 1919. Traction 
expenses were £52,970 lower than the previous year, due to 
decrease in cost of fuel. The death is reported of Monsieur 
G. de Laveleve, president of the Banque de Bruxelles, who 
had been a director of the company for nine vears. On his 
appointment as Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of Trade, 
Sir Philip Lloyd-Greame, K.B.E., M.P.. relinquished his seat 
on the board, and the vacancy was filled by the appointment 
of the Rt. Hon. Sir Edward Goulding, Bart., P.C.. M.P. The 
board record their appreciation of the services rendered by the 
members of the local committee, Mr. Pedriali, the general 
manager, Mr. Dawes, the London manager, and the staff 
both in the Argentine and London. 

Mr. J. Pedriali, the general manager. reporting at length 
upon the undertaking, says that the vear 1990 may be classified 
as & vear which commenced full of promise and terminated 
in a disappointing manner. The post-war prosperity, which 
was world-wide, coupled with the excellent harvests and very 
high prices obtainable for all the produce of the country. had 
the effect of producing an extraordinary growth of activity 
during the first half of the vear, but the slump in prices and 
consequent business stagnation which marked the reaction 
in Europe and the United States was not long in producing 
effects in. Argentina. and towards the close of the vear the 
crisis was acute. The immigration continues poor, and this. 
no doubt. is due in great measure to the unsettled state of 
affairs in. Europe. the Argentine Republic not offering. on the 
other hand, at the present time, any special inducement to 
the labourer abroad. The work undertaken bv the technical 
department (surface) during the vear was exceptionally heavy. 
There are 43 fewer motor cars and 96 more convertible trailers 
in service than in the previous year. The number of break- 
downs in the overhead installations show a still further im- 
provement upon the results of the previous vear, notwith- 
standing the fact that this vear several exceptionally violent 
storms were experienced. The methodical unification of all 
materials and accessories. and the systematic inspection of 
the lines upon the basis of the actual traffic borne, have given 
excellent results in practice. During the course of the year 
the subway rolling stock was reinforced by the arrival from 
Europe of 31 motor cars, thus bringing the number of cars 
up to 120. The general passenger traffic for the year compared 
favourably with the corresponding returns of the previous 
vear. In 1919 there was a serious strike lasting three weeks, 
which completely upset the normal passenger transport. In 
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1990 there was a general taxi-cab strike, which had a beneficial 
effect upon trattics; the increased revenue represented by this 
strike amounted to at least $7,000 to 958.000 paper per day. 
Then again in 1920 they had the 12 cent tariff from April 10th. 
The number of passengers carried during the year was 
391,312,991, giving an average return of 4.19 passengers per 
car km. run. ln 1919 the passengers carried amounted to 
335,008,590, the average per car kin. being 4.10 passengers. 
There was thus an increase of 16.5 per cent. in the total num- 
ber of passengers carried in favour or 1920. The subway traffic 
receipts for 1920 compare very favourably with those of pre- 
vious years. ‘The number of passengers carried was 41,323,364, 
as compared with 35,000,356 in 1919, or, say, an increase of 
15.56 per cent. The average number of passengers carried 
per car km. shows also an unportant increase, the figure for 
1920 being 7.86, as against 7.69 in the previous year. The 
average receipts also show an important increase, the return 
per car km. being 90.5 cents, whereas in 1919 the average was 
76.9 cents. 
increased fare of 12 cents, and for the first 100 days the fare 
was at the old rate of 10 cents. In forecasting the probable 
increase from the altered fare it was roughly calculated that 
one million passengers per day would contribute the additional 
2 cents, giving an increase of $20,000 per day. But this figure 
has been reduced by the largely increased sale of workmen's 
return tickets, issued at 10 cents for the double Journey. The 
increase in passengers has been 106.7. per cent. and the increase 
in car kilometres run 14.4 per cent. The wages, taxes, and 
pension fund have taken $7,176,653, which has been met by 
the increased receipts. The cost of electricity has been less by 
$830,255. The difüculty in the middle of the year in pro- 
curing fuel affected very disadvantageously the cost of pro- 
ducing electricitv. "The fuel situation got worse in place of 
better. and in tbe latter months of the year 1920 energy cost 
more than in 1919. ‘The net amount debited to capital account 
for the year was £567,333. The expenditure on renewals 
account was £82,011. As a result of the tariff question the 
'company presented its scheme for the construction of the new 
30 kilometres of track, which it had agreed to build within 
the next three years, and this scheme is now being studied 
in the municipality. Mr. Pedriali concludes as follows :— 

Although the increase in passengers of the year 1920 over 
1919 surpassed the estimate given in my report for 1919, this 
cannot be attributed to a continuation of the flourishing situa- 
tion during the whole year, but rather to the fact that, in 
calculating the effects of the application of the new 12 cent 
tariff I slightly over-estimated the losses of passengers we 
would have. The latter months of 1920 certainly gave signs of 
the recommencement of a commercial crisis, the direct result 
of the world-wide post-war reaction, which became acute in 
the first months of 1921, and still continues. This has affected 
our traffic, and is likely to continue doing so throughout the 
year, for the reasons given at the commencement of this 
report. All things considered, therefore, I think we cannot 
estimate an increase in receipts beyond 5 per cent. upon the 
year 1920. The great drop in prices of fuel will, however, 
favourably affect our working expenses, especially after the 
month of April, when the present stocks of coal at higher 
prices are exhausted.“ 

At the meeting. on June 7th, a resolution will be submitted 
authorising the directors to borrow a temporary loan up to 
not exceeding £500,000 in the aggregate at any one time. 


The Financial Times states that owing 


Barcelona to adverse conditions, the company warns 
Traction, Light the 54 per cent. first mortgage bondholders 
& Power Co. that ıt may not be possible to pay the in- 


creased rate of interest on December Ist 
next. The company states that apart from the general diffi- 
culties following upon the war, unforeseen and adverse events, 
both of an economic and social character, have occurred in 
the Barcelona region, which have hindered the development 
of business, brought about financial stringency, and caused 
considerable depression in the textile industry, which is such 
an important factor in the business life of Barcelona. Spanish 
exchange itself, which until recently, had been advantageous, 
has seriously reacted. In May, 1920, it stood at 22.99 pesetas 
to the £, whereas in the present month it has been as high 
as JU pesetas to the £. Having regard to these unfavourable 
conditions, the directors and the Bondholders’ Committee con- 
sider it their duty, in fairness to the bondholders, to issue a 
warning note that, although the receipts of the operating 
companies have shown considerable increase, it is possible 
that the net revenue of the Barcelona company may not justify 
payment of the interest at the increased rate on December 1st 
next. ‘The question can only be settled in August, when the 
results of the operating companies for the first six months of 
the current year are known. 


Società Anglo Romana (Rome).—This 
Italian company closed its working year (1920) with 
Companies. a loss of 6.525,859 lire, the obstacles which 


it had had to contend with rendering it 
Impossible to equate prices with costs. The Labriola Wages 
Award alone had saddled the company with a 75 per cent. 
increased wages burden. The mecting decided to cover the 
loss by drawing upon the extraordinary reserve. 

Officine Elettro-Ferroviarie (Milan).—Notwithstanding the 
unhappy events of 1920, when the works were seized by the 
workmen, and despite the growing burdens on all branches 


For 266 days the receipts were benefited by the 


of the business, the year closed with & good financial result. 
lhe net balance amounted to 1,420,021 lire, which allowed 
of the payment of a dividend of 12 lire to each of the 50,000 
shares of the nominal value of 100 lire. 

Socicta Elettrica Bergamasca (Bergamo).—The report showed 
that the year 1920 had been a hard trial for the company. 
which had to face continually increasing costs, with no poe- 
sibility of augmenting the returns. In October they were 
planning the new plant on the Parina, and they were now 
considering the definite scheme. ‘The accounts disclosed an 
available net balance of 497,467 lire, out of which a distribution 
of 6 per cent. would be made. 

The balance sheet of the Società anonima Gas ed Elettricita 
di Erba Incina (Milan) showed an available net sum af 
56,296 lire, from which a dividend of 12.50 lire would be 
apportioned. Other dividends declared were: Societa Idroe- 
lettrica dell'Ossola—8 per cent. Società Elettrica Comense 4. 
Volts (Como)—8 per cent. Società Pandana di Elettricità 
(Milan)—10.50 lire per share of 150 lire. 

The following companies have increased their capital: 
Società anonima Officine di Energia Elettrica (Novara), from 
800,000 to 1,900,000 lire. 

Società Litoranea di Elettricità di S. Dona del Piave, from 
700,000 to 1,400,000 lire. 

Società Elettrica Alto Cremonese (Milan), from 400,000 to 
800,000 lire. 

Società per Imprese Elettricita di Macerata, from 1,500,000 
to 9,000,000 lire. ; 

The Società ltaliana di Elettrochimica, of Rome. which 
has a paid-up capital of 10,500,000 lire, announces the dis- 
tribution of the dividend of 7.70 lire per share for 1919-20, 
which was decided on at the general meeting held last 
January. At the same time the share capital is being in- 
creased to 21,000,000 lire by the issue of 150,000 new shares 
of 70 lire each at par. 


The Elektrizitats Gesellschaft Alioth, of 
Basle, which is in close relationship with 
Brown, Boveri & Co., of Baden, has de- 
cided to pay a dividend at the rate of 
5 per cent. out of net profits of 345,000 fr. in 1920, being the 
same rate as in preceding years. 

The report of the Motor," A.G. fur Angewandte Elektri- 
zitats, of Baden. Switzerland. which is a holding company 
for the Brown-Boveri group, reports that the investments 
in 1920 suffered considerably from the situation of exchange. 
The net profits amounted to 810,000 fr., of which 730,000 fr. 
has had to be written off for exchange losses, and the balance 
has been carried forward. The share capital remains at 
36.000.000 fr., and the loans at 45.000.000 fr. The interests 
held by the company in the Forces Electriques Alsacienne. 
Forces Electriques Lorraine, and Forces Electriques Sundgo 
Viennes were transferred during the year to the Societé Alsa- 
cienne et Lorraine, of Nancy, in which the company holds 
shares. 


Swiss 
Companies. 


The Société Francaise des Electrodes, of 
Lyons, reports net profits of 1,145,000 fr. 
for 1920, as compared with 1, 580.000 fr. in 
the preceding year. A dividend at the 
rate of 7 per cent. has been declared, as against 8 per cent. 
in 1919. 

The Compagnie Le Moteur Electrique, of Lyons, which 
produces motors for 25 cycles and special apparatus for start- 
ing looms, &c., has declared a dividend at the rate of 6 per 
cent. per annum for the first financial year, which comprised 
nearly ten months. 

The Société l'Electro-Métallurgique de Dives reports that 
a fair resumption of business took place at the beginning of 
1919-20, but was unfortunately succeeded by depression in 
the latter months of the year. Nevertheless the profits were 
materially higher than in 1918-19. After placing 1,500,000 fr. 
to depreciation, the accounts show net profits and balance 
forward amounting to 5,620,000 fr., permitting of the payment 
of a dividend at the rate of 60 fr. per share and the carrying 
forward of 2,289,000 fr. 

The Compagnie Francaise Thomson-Houston proposes to 
pay & dividend at the rate of 45 fr. per share for 1920 on 
the 400.000 shares of 500 fr., this contrasting with 40 fr. per 
share in 1919. The net profits amounted to 22,900,000 fr., as 
against 15,655,000 fr. in the previous year. It is stated that 
the value of the turnover last year was 110,555,000 fr.. as 
contrasted with 62,517,000 fr. in 1919, and that of the orders 
on hand at the end of the year reached 100,033,000 fr.. as 
against 61,985,000 fr. at the close of 1919. 

Compagnia d' Electricité de Limoges.—The ordinary meeting 
passed the accounts for the year 1920, which showed a credit 
balance of 494,992 fr., exceeding by 33,397 fr. that of the 
foregoing year. 'The receipts from lighting and motive power 
had risen to 3,255,698 fr., against 1,928,615 fr. in 1919, or an 
increase of 1.327.083 fr. The increase in the receipts was 
due to the raising of the tariffs, and applied to power users 
from the second quarter of the year. Working expenses were 
2,340,521 fr.. or an increase of 1,118,975 fr. The meeting 
approved of a dividend of 8 fr. per share. ' 

Compagnie générale de Travauz d'Eclairage et de Force.— 
The accounts for 1990 were approved by the ordinary meeting. 
showing profits of 842,826 fr., or an increase of 123,542 fr. on 
the preceding year's figures. The distribution of a dividend 
of 32.50 fr. per share was sanctioned. 


French 
Companies. 
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Direct Spanish Telegraph Co., Ltd.—The accounts for 
1920 show that including the balance brought forward, and 
the payment of income tax and E.P.D. for 1919, there is 
a balance of £46,638. After paying 10 per cent. preference 
dividend, 10 per cent. dividend on the ordinary shares, free 
of tax, putting £7,000 to investment fluctuations and £5,000 
to reserve, there 18 a balance of £25,173 to be carried forward 
subject to E.P.D. and corporation profits tax. The cables 
have worked well during the year, and duplex working on 
the Bilbao cable has been installed with satisfactory results. 


North Melbourne Electric Tramways Co., Ltd.—The 
directors state that in consequence of the strikes in Australia 
and the increased cost of fuel, materials, and wages, the com- 
pany will not be in a position to pay the interest due on 
June Ist on the 5 per cent. debentures. The Financial News 
` states that a meeting of the holders of these debentures was 
to be held on Tuesday to consider a resolution agreeing that 
the security of the debentures shall not become enforceable on 
account of the interest becoming in arrear, and that the 
interest due June Ist, 1991, and subsequently shall only be 
paid when the directors consider it advisable. 


India Rubber, Gutta Percha & Telegraph Works, Co., 
Ltd.—On May 28th the directors advised the shareholders 
that, owing to the coal strike, it was found necessary to close 
the works at Silvertown on the 22nd inst., and there is 
at present no indication when normal work can be resumed.” 
Under the circumstances, the directors could not recommend 
the payment of an interim dividend on the ordinary shares. 
The half-yearly dividend on the preference shares will be 
paid on July lst. 


Mexican Electrical Companies.—Particulars have ap- 
peared in the financial Press this week of a plan for 
reorganisation and the settlement of arrears in the case 
of the Mexican Light & Power Co., the Mexican Electric 
Light, the Pachuca Light & Power Co., and the Mexico Train- 
ways Co., which has been prepared by the committees of these 
companies, and the proposals will shortly be submitted at 
meetings of the bondholders. While the position in Mexico 
continues to be difficult, the outlook is stated to be more 
hopeful. | 


Oriental Telepnone & Electric Co., Ltd.—Final dividends 
for 1920 3 per cent. on the preference shares, less income tax, 
making 6 per cent. for the year; 6 per cent. on the ordinary 
shares, free of income tax, making a total of 10 per cent. 
for the year, free of tax; a bonus of 2 per cent. on the ordinary 
shares, frce of income tax. 


Electric Construction Co., Ltd.—Final dividend at the 
rate of 7 per cent. on the preference; also at the rate of 
9 per cent. per annum on the ordinary shares, making 7} 
per cent., also a bonus of 24 per cent. on the ordinary shares; 
all subject to tax. 


Aster Engineering Co., Ltd.—Available balance £57,165. 
Depreciation is provided for, 74 per cent.. free of tax, is to be 
paid on the ordinary shares, and £40,573 is to be carried 
forward, subject to E.P.D. and corporation tax. 


John I. Thornycroft & Co., Ltd.—After paving interim 
dividends on the cumulative preference and participating pre- 
ferred ordinary shares, the directors say it is not prudent at 
present to pay interim dividends on the ordinary shares, owing 
to the universal financial stringency. 


Prospectuses.—General Electric Co., Ltd.—The prospectus 
offering 43.500.000 seven per cent. mortgage debentures at 924 
was to be published vesterday, Thursday. 

Metropolitan Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—It is reported that 
the recent issue was subscribed for more than six times over. 


Kalgoorlie Electric Power & Lighting Corporation, Ltd.— 
The profit for the vear ended December, 1920, was £10,708, 
against £5,452 for 1919. After providing for debenture in- 
terest and £9,500 for depreciation, £108 remains to be carried 
forward. £7,500 debentures were paid off, leaving £7,500 out- 
standing. 


CUM 


Metallic Seamless Tube Co., Ltd.—The net profit, includ- 
ing balance brought forward is £40,006, less issue of bonus 
shares £26.000. A dividend f 10 per cent., free of tax, on the 
ordinary shares is recommended. 


Anderston Foundry Co., Ltd.—Final dividend of 15s. per 
share (making 18s. per share), less tax; £10,000 to reserve 
fund, carrying forward £11.1064. 


Stock Exchange Notice.— The Committee has ordered 
the following to be officiallv quoted :— 
Eastern Telegraph Co.—£1,000,000 ordinary stock. 


Rothesay Tramways Co.—After putting £1.000 to reserve, 
the directors recommend a dividend of 3 per cent. on the 
ordinary shares, carrying forward £1,609. 


Shawinigan Water & Power Co.—Dividend of 13 per cent. 
on the common stock for the quarter ended June, 1920. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


TUESDAY EVENING. 


THE dragging-out of the coal crisis is the main influence in 
the Stock Exchange markets for the time being. It begins to 
get upon the nerves of investors and speculators alike. Gilt- 
edged stocks are not quite so firm as they were, and, in the 
more speculative markets, the fact of trade being in so many 
cases at a standstill, thus leading to the tying-up of money, 
prevents any enterprise or initiative being shown in Stock 
Exchange directions. There was a lively rush for the under- 
writing of the General Electric 7 per cent. debenbure stock, 
and the original underwriting of 24 per cent. commission 
became readily saleable at 14 per cent. Indeed, there is more 
activity in underwriting circles than there is in most of the 
markets round the Stock Exchange. Cable stocks are amongst 
the few which show a stout resistance to a heavy tendency. 
Derby Week is invariably a time of quiet markets, and the 
present year has maintained this tradition to the full. 

Owing to the way in which the value of the £ has 
declined in relation to that of the dollar, American bonds and 
stocks have advanced sharply. The Utilities are better with 
the rest, and any security upon which the coupons are pay- 
able in New York as well as in London can count upon a 
place in rising markets. Canadian General Common have 
risen to 1273 and the preferred to 1114. Electrical Develop- 
ment of Ontario bonds strengthened to 1064, and Kaminis- 
tiquia shares reached 100. The bonds of the latter, together 
with the Rio Firsts, are better at 904. Shawinigan capital 
stock is several dollurs up at 1224. 

Argentine stocks and shares are better, by reason of the 
unexpectedly good showing made by the report of the Anglo- 
Argentine Tramways Company. The first preference 
hardened to 2 11/16, the seconds to 34, and the 5 per cent. 
debenture stock is better again at 644. The gross receipts for 
last year advanced by well over a million pounds stering, or 
nearly twice as much as the expenses. The arrears and 
current dividends on the.54 per cent. first preference shares 
were paid during the year 1920, and the directors have 
decided to pay one year's arrears on the second preference 
shares, which will bring the payment of arrears up to Decem- 
ber 3lst, 1916. ‘The manager takes a fairly cautious view with 
regard to the outlook for the current year, stating his opinion 
that an increase of traffic cannot be estimated beyond 5 per 
cent. upon the year 1920. At the present rate of progress, 
however, it should not be long before the four years' arrears 
of dividend on the second preference are wiped out. which 
would bring the chances of a dividend on the ordinary shares 
into prospect. These figures emphasise the security for the 
5 per cent. debenture stock, and the latter still pays 72 per 
cent. on the money. 

The various London traction issues have turncd back after 
their somewhat rapid upward progress. Underground Elec- 
tric Income Bonds gave way 2 points to 764. and the £10 
shares, which had been as high as 2 11/16, reacted to 2j, 
sympathetically reducing Bus A shares to 7s. Optimism 
ran unduly fast in considering prospects of a dividend on the 
£10 shares, and appreciation of this point no doubt brought 
in sellers, influenced by the dullish tone which prevailed 
throughout the markets in the eurly part of the week. The 
Governinent's intervention in the coal crisis is not taken very 
seriously. bu: neither masters nor men appear to be at all 
anxious to get their dispute settled. Districts and Metro- 
politans have held their prices; London General Omnibus In- 
come debenture stock has risen to 664. London and Suburban 
Traction preference gave way to 7s., after being 88. 6d., and 
London United Tramways preference at 4s. are also a few 
pence down from their recent best. 

Substantial improvements have occurred in Anglo-American 
stocks, Globe ordinary and Great Northern Telegraphs. The 
rise of 508. in the last-named is due, of course, to the increase 
in the dividend, to which reference was made here last week. 
It 18 said that some of the buying has come from Denmark, 
which is not improbable, seeing that the company has a con- 
siderable following in Copenhagen, where its headquarters are 
situated. 'The Eastern group continues in favour, owing to 
the financial strength of the various companies, added to the 
fact that the dividends on the ordinary stocks are paid free of 
tax. In Marconis there is very little going on. All the recent 
effervescence has escaped from the market, which is now as 
uninteresting as champagne in a decanter. Indo-Europeans 
have gained £2 in sympathy with the jump in Great 
Northerns. 

Important and unexpectedly pleasant circulars are issued 
this week by the Mexican Light and Power, the Mexican Elec- 
tric Light, the Pachuca Light and Power, and the Mexico 
Tramways companies, with reference to a plan of reorganisa- 
tion between the respective companies and the bondholders. 
These proposals are to be submitted for the approval of bond- 
holders at meetings to be held later. Arrears of interest on 
the first three named companies’ bonds, it is suggested, shall 
be satisfied by payments of 75 per cent. in cash on the ratifi- 
cation of the agreement. while the remainder will be disbursed 
by instalments before July, 1923. The Tramways Company 
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arrears are to be dealt with later on, and, meanwhile, regular 
interest payments will be resumed on its 5 per cent. bonds 
next September. ‘This is better than even optimism had 
looked for, but, so far, it has had little quotable effect upon 
the prices of the bonds, for the simple reason that nobody 
wants to sell, and prices are therefore practically nominal. 
Mexican Electric Light Fives have risen to 654, Mexican Light 
and Power Fives to 70}, and Pachuca Fives to 644. — After 
having waited so long for their interest, bondholders will feel 
exceedingly gratified at the proposed arrangement, for the 
most hopeful views that have prevailed hitherto were that 
half the interest would be met in cash and the other half in 
Scrip. 

Electric Constructions are sixpence better at 16s. 9d., but 
Babcock & Wilcox at 24, ex dividend, are à lower on the week. 
India-Rubber shares have eased off to 16s. 3d., showing a fall 
of Is. 3d. Telegraph Constructions are hardening, together 
with the prices of cable stocks, and are now 904. Siemens 
are 23s. 3d. ex 1s. net dividend, and the new shares are about 
6d. less, continuing the cheaper of the two. County of London 
Electric ordinary stiffened to 8, and Metropolitan ordinary to 
34. The Metropolitan Company’s debenture stock was largely 
over-subscribed. Applicants for £10,000 received allotments 
for £1,000. and those who applied for anything under £400 
were given £50. Evidently, however, a certain amount of 
stagging occurred, for the price opened at 23 premium, and 
lost the fraction later on. Rubber shares are better, on the 
fact that deliveries of rubber exceeded landings last week, for 
the first time in six months. Armament and similar shares 
are still inclined to be dull, in consequence of the deadlock in 
the coal trade. 


SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES, 
Home ELECTRICITY COMPANIES, 
Dividend Price 


— May 81, Yield. 

1919. 1990, 1921. ' Rise or fall. p.o. 
Brompton Ordinary.. aa . 19 12 6 — £10 0 0 
Charing Cross Ordinary 1 8 8i — 10 6 6 
Chelsea.. ` 4 6 8} — 9 4 8 
City of London 18 14 T — 1116 0 
do. do. 6 per cent, Pret... 6 6 14/- — 112 
County of London .. 8 8 8 +3 10 0 0 
do. do. 6 per cent. "Pret... 6 6 Pè — 7 8 
Kensington Ordinary hi ee 1 9 4è — 10 18 2 
London Electric  .. 2 P 1 — 710 0 
do. do. 6 per cent. Pret. . 8 6 9 — 10 18 3 
metropolitan T 6 7 +È 10 0 0 
43 per oent. Pre. 13 4} aji — 718 2 
St. d and Pall Mall .. „ 12 19 — 10 0 0 
South London x 6 1 — 9 910 
Bouth Metropolitan "Pret... ‘es 1 7 15/9 — 8 17 10 
Westminster Ordinary  .. ee 10 10 bà — 915 3 

TRLEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES. 
1918 1919 

aca d: Tel. Pref. Sis s 6 6 813 +8 77 8 
Def... ^ ee ee 88/6 14 17 +13 8 11 6 
Chile Tenkis ae - ee 8 6 — 5 6 8 
Cuba Sub. Ord. ee ee ee 7 7 7 X 9 6 8 
Eastern Extension .. 7 .. 10 10 1 — 6 2 2 
Eastern Tel. Ord. .. 45 sa 8 10 166 +3 604 
Globe Tel. and T. Ord. .. y 8 10 163 + i 6 04 
do. do. Pref. ee ee 6 6 94 — 8 9 9 
Great Northern Tel. se «„ 2 B 263 421 9 1 2 
Indo- European ee ee es 18 10 84 +2 7 7 1 

Marconi m „ 925 25 23 ti — 
Oriental Telephone Ord. .. .. 10 12 27, — *5 18 0 

United R. Plate Tel. du ks 8 8 el — 6 10 8 
West India and Panama oe | Nil 9 — Nil. 
Western Telegraph.. - ʻi 10 16 +4 *518 6 

Home Ralts. 
1919 1920 
Central London Ord. . 4 4 4 — B 15 10 
Metropolitan . 1 F li 14 26 — 517 8 
do. Distri F Nil Nil 19 — Nil 
Underground Electric Ordinary .. . Nil Nil 23 — 1 Nil 
do. do. WAT g Nil Nil 77 - 1/- Nil 
do. do. Income .. 4 2 163 —2 212 4 
FokEkIOR Trams, &c. 
1918 1919 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref, .. Nil 975 to 8 8 6 
do. do. and Pre... Nil Ni Bà +è 816 0 
do. do. 5 Deb. - 5 5 644 +1 715 0 
Brazil Tractions  . Nil Nil 86 — Nil 
British Columbia Elec. Rly. Ptce, b 6 56 +1 818 6 
do. do. Preferred a b b — *8 15 0 
do. do. Deferred Ni 8 61 — *11 17 6 
do. do. Ded. 4 4 b — 7 210 
Mexico Trams 5percent.Bonds.. Nil Nil 42 — Nil 
o. 6 per cent. Bonds. Ni! Nil 2 — Nil 
Mexican Light Common .. .. Ni Nil 11 — Nil 
do. Pref. i .. Nil Nil 17 — Nil 
do. 1st Bonds .. .. Ni Ni 70 —1À Nil 
MANUFACTURING COMPANIES, 
Babcock & Wilcox .. . 15 15 Q3xd — à 7 2 9 

British Aluminium Ord. .. . . 10 10 16/8 — 19 6 2 
British Insulated Ord, .. .. 1234 15 1 — 9 12 0 
Callenders  .. $ $4 .. 25 15 15 — 10 0 0 

Pret, . ee ee oe 63 63 17/6 TR 7 8 7 
crompton Ord. T Ns .. 10 10 16/8 — 12 6 2 
Edison-8wan .. .. 10 10 11/8 — — 

. do. do. 5 per cent. Deb. sia 6 5 70 — 7 210 
Electric Construction .. 10 10 16/9 +6d, 11 18 10 
English Electric s . = 8 12/- — I8 6 8 

Do. Pref, eo ee — 6 14/6 — 8 5 6 
Gen. Elec. Pref. .. ee Vs 63 64 17/6 — 781 
do. Ord. Ps Es .. 10 10 22/- - +9 110 
Henley ee ee ee 95 15 17, T 10 8 8 
do. 43 Pref, LE J ee ee 43 400 Bi — 6 18 6 
India- Rubber T E . 10 10 D — 4 — 
Met.-Vickers Pref, .. ex oo 8 i — 8 16 10 
Siemens Ord, we Ss . 10 10 $0xd — *812 0 
Telegraph Con,  .. da „ 9 9 904 +ł 55 17 0 


* Dividends paid free of Income Tax. 


MARKET QUOTATIONS, 


IT should be remembered, in making use of the figures appearing 
in the following list, that in some cases the prices are only general, 
and they may vary according to quantities and other circumstances. 


Tuesday, May 31st. 


—  —  — — — — — 


l 


Lates Fortnight's 
CHEMICALS, &c, | Price: Inc. or Dec. 
a Acid, Oxalic per lb. | 10d. | 
a Ammoniac Sal per ton | £75 | 
a Ammonia, Muriate (large crystal) 1 £65 
a Bisulphide of Carbon: * i A » 
a Borax , x P 51 £34 
a Copper Sulphate 2885 sa - 5 £83 e 
a Potash, Chlorate . oe ee per lb. 7d. Id. inc. 
a T Perchlorate oo ee , Bd. oe 
a Shellac . .. percwt £20 10s. 20/- inc. 
: Bulphur, Sublimed Flowers T ši £18 £1 dec. 
Lump vs : ei s £16 £3 dec. 
P Soda, Chlorate m .. per lb. 5d. ics 
a „ Crystals i per ton £1 oe 
a Sodium Bichromate, casks per lb. 94d. 14d. inc. 
METALS, &c. 

p Babbitt's Metal Ingots per ton £95 to £300 T 
c Brass (rolled metal 2" to 12" basis) per 1b. llid. 3d. inc. 
c „ Tubes (solid drawn) j 1/1ł to 3/2 os 
c „ Wire, basis "E 75 llgd. i4. inc. 
c Copper Tubes (solid drawn) + is i 1/53 | - 
C n Bars (best selected per ton £116 £2 inc. 
C » Sheet .. ae ; m 11 £116 £2 inc. 
c » Rod . " wi is £116 Ed inc. 
d „ (Electrolytic) Bars Và 175 £77 £4 inc. 
d „ " Sheets T - £145 - 
d n n Wire Rods.. " : £93 £4 inc. 
d „ » H.C. Wire., per lb. 118 f; d. inc. 
f Ebonite Rod .. m Pa Vs " 8/6 se 
f » Sheet. SS ae " 8/- ee 
n German Silver Wire a 2/9 
h Gutta-percha, fine ‘i 14J- to 16/- - 
h India-rubber, Para fine ie " 01d. id. inc. 
4 Iron Pig (Cleveland Warrants) .. per ton | Nom. - 
„ Wire, galv. No. 8, P. s quas. "e £40 ae 

g Lead, English Pig .. : ji £23 Fs. | 25/- dec. 
i Mercury per bot, ! £11 5 to £11 10 ee 
e Mica (in original cases) small per lb. : 4d. to 4/- à 
e „ 5 » medium. i$ 5/- to 10/. P 
e i large i 19/6 to 25/- & up oe 
p Phosphor Bronze, plain castings.. n 1/4 to 1/9 , 
p ss » rolled bars and rods A 2/1 to 2/6 8 
p „ rolled strip & deer " 2/2 to 2/7 T 
d Silicium Bronze Wire vs per Ib. 1A d. inc. 
Steel, Magnet, in bars as re 1/8 e 
n Tin, Block (English) . per ton £174 £1 dec 
B „ Wire, Nos. 1 to 1686 per lb 4/- F 
p White Anti-friction Metals per ton £78 to £800 =< 


Quotations supplied by— 


a G. Boor & Co. g James & Shakespeare, 

c Thor. Bolton & Sons, Ltd. h Edward Til] & Co. 

d Frederick Smith & Co. | Bolling & Lowe. 

e F. Wiggins & Sons. i Richard Johnson & Nephew, Ltd. 
f India-Rubber, Gutta-Percha and a P. Ormiston & Sons. 


Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. p 
xia T W. F. Dennis & Co- 


Belgian Pension Funds. — The directors of the Belgian 
investment company having the title of the Société Générale 
Belge d'Entreprises Electriques, in the course of their report 
for the past year, mention that independently of a share in 
the profits which they have granted to the personnel, they 
have provided for an allocation of 50,000 fr. in view of the 
organisation of a provident fund in favour of the staff. For 
this purpose they have come to terms with the Caisse 
Nationale de Retraite et d'Assurance to ensure to the com- 
pany's personnel at the age of 65 years a retiring pension 
which can amount to three-fourths of the final salary. In 
the event of death a life annuity of 40 per cent. of this salarv 
will be paid to the widow or to orphans who have not reached 
their majority. The Société Financiére des Transports et 
d'Entreprises Industrielles, which is a second Belgium invest- 
ment company, has followed on similar lines. The directors 
state that they have decided to allot to the personnel every 
year an amount corresponding to the dividend on 3,000 shares. 
two-thirds of the amount representing a participation in the 
profits and the remainder serving for feeding a pension fund. 
It will be possible for the personnel to increase their pen- 
sion funds by voluntary payments, to which the company 
will every time add a premium of 10 per cent. A first endow- 
ment of 50,000 fr. corresponding to the dividend for 1919 has 
been placed to the pension fund during the past year. This 
gum has been put to the debit of the profit and loss account. 
as well as the allocations for 1920 of 120,000 fr., as the share 
in the profits, and of 60,000 fr. for the pension fund. In 
making these arrangements, which have been under investi- 
gation for a long time past, the directors remark that they 
have desired more directly to associate the staff with the 
financial results obtained by the company on the one hand. 
and on the other to constitute in their favour a pension fund 
which will remove the anxieties which they could experience 
when thinking of the time when age would prevent them 
from working. or of the eventuality of a premature end, leav- 
ing their families in pecuniary difficulties. 
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ELECTRICITY SUPPLY DAMES: 


(Concluded from page 697.) 


The first paper that was discussed at the INSTITUTION OF 
ELECTRICAL 2UNGINEERS on April 26th was abstracted in our 
last issue. Mr. Beauchainp's paper is abstracted below :— ' 


Muiti-part Tarifs for Domestic Eiectricity Supply. 

By J. W. BEAUCHAMP (Abstract). ' 
Tue object of this brief paper is to draw attention to the 
urgent necessity of accepting the principle of multi-part 
charging tor electricity suppiy; to show that flat rates, aud 
nununuimn charges bused upon them, have outlived their 
usefulness, and that the progress ot electricity supply has 
left behind the conditions Which gave rise to certain teatures 
of early electricity legislation, and so rendered them out- ot- 
date and obstructive to progress. 

It is generally accepted that the multi-part tariff in some 
form is the most promising and equitable, and its progress 
has been delayed perhaps by too strong a desire to hx upon 
a correct or uniform tarift, rather than acceptance of the 
underlying principle and determination to put it into use 
and allow experience to dictate the details most suitable for 
each district. Furthermore, there has perhaps been too much 
tendency to consider proposed taritis in relation to individual 
consumers, rather than in relation to groups of them. 

The multi- -part tariff and its calculation divides itself into 
two sections, one concerning the running rate or rates per 
unit for the energy supplied, which is not ditticult to deter- 
mine, the other concerning the fixed charges. The latter 
present greater difficulties, because they must bear some 
relation to standing costs incurred now, and to be incurred 
later as a result of the new tariff and the extra business it 
will bring; in addition, they must bear a relation to sorne- 
thing tangible und easily understood by the consumer in 
order that he may feel their equity. . 

Development will entail extension and must be able to 
pay for it, and it is for this reason that new tarilfs should 
be designed to take care of the standing costs so that the 
unit churge may be kept low, resulting in a distinctly drop- 
ping average cost as the load factor increases. Many taritis 
have failed in their object because. whilst sound perhaps in 
principle, they did not in practice offer progressive encourage- 
ment to the steady introduction of more and more consuming 
devices. The home supply tariff may start with quite a high 
rate for normal lighting, and may secure a fair price for small 
additional use in fans, kettles, &c., but should continue to 
decrease through the consumption in cookers, fires, &c., end- 
ing in a mininum value which would apply to storage heaters 
or other 100 per cent. load-factor uses. 


Most of the two-part tariis in use constitute a minimum 


charge, the annual or quarterly amount being payable irre- 
spective of the number of units used. In some systems the 
fixed charge covers a certain number of units, and is so far 
an agreed minimum payment; in others the fixed charge 
covers no supply but only readiness to supply, or service. 

This form is the best and should be developed, because 
the charge 1s not made for any particular supply, but rather 
for maintaining the connection, so disputes cannot arise 
as use is restricted. On the other hand, the knowledge that 
every unit is supplied at one or more low rates and that the 
meter records only these cheap units encourages use and 
reduces anxiety about waste. This is as it should be, because 
the increasing use of the supply and particularly the emplov- 
ment of apparatus always in circuit soon causes the average 
cost of the unit to approach the running rate. 

The best method of bringing home the soundness and ad- 
vantages of the multi-part tariff lies in putting it forward as 
an alternative to a very high flat rate, and it will be necessary 
either: To secure the right to associate such tariffs with 
much higher statutory maximum rates than now possible; 
or to introduce the new systems by means of very active 
propaganda. and support them by hiring out many of the 
appliances which the consumers will need if they are to take 
the fullest advantage of such tariffs. 

A request was made that the Electricity Commissioners 
should have the power to make such tariffs compulsory in 
any district or part of a district where the suppliers desired 
it, and could show good reason for its adoption; or failing 
this that where the suppliers were willing to charge on such 
a system their action should be supported by permission to 
impose an alternative flat rate much higher than would other- 
wise have been allowed. 


SUGGESTED SKELETON Domestic TARIFF. 

Fired Charge per Annum.—On capacity of apparatus in use 
or usable (divided quarterly inte equal pow’ > ^" otherwise). 

1. Lighting.—Up to and including 250 watts, £x per annum. 
Above 250 Watts. per complete 50 watts. £.c/10 per annum. 

(Intermittent lighting can. be excluded, er a percentage 
only of. installed lighting taken into account.) 

2. Heating and Power.—Small appliances (Sax. 
watts each, with an aggregate limit of 
a very high " group ' 
No fixed charge. 

3. Henri and Poner Appliances as (9), 
each and 9.000 watts aguregate. 
&c. At the rate of : 
of 250 watts. , 


up to 600 
2.000 watts) having 
diversity in time and extent of use. 


above 600 watts 
Ranges. fires, water heaters, 
250 watts for / A] per annum in steps 


kunning Charge per Unit.—A flat rate for all purposes. 

t nder such a system as outlined above, the average cost 
of energy would decrease upon the addition of extra appli- 
Alles. 

1ne introduction of electricity supply into the new housing 
colonies attords à good opportunity lor experiment with mult— 
part taritts on account of the standardised character or the 


.nouses and the probable similarity of habits amongst those 


who will occupy them. Ine best method is to impose 
a hxed charge and provide for all supply to be recorded by 
one meter tor each consumer and charged at a simple flat 
rate for all purposes. 

The ligoting business in connection with such property 
should be regarded rather as a means than an end, and 
the tarif and metering systems should permit of that pro- 
gressive electrification of the houses from which so substantial 
a return is promised. For the same reasons, special treat- 
ment of such installations with regard to pressure of supply 18 
to be deprecated, as the smallest house occupied by a tamily 
would consume not less than 1,000 KWh per annum, and 
should take a great deal more. 

Every encouragement should be given to devices of the 
heat-storage class. ‘Lhere will no doubt be a field for small 
geysers, and the difficulties arising from this class of apparatus 
are only relative; where distribution mains are heavy they 
may not be so unwelcome, and the use of very large numbers 
would produce a valuable load owing to diversity in use, 
but the heavy cost of internal wiring must also be against 
them from the consumer's point of view. 

To allow of developing the domestic load, mains must be 
provided on a generous scale and can only become remunera- 
tive when the load is obtained. Under present circumstances 
it is not easy to obtain money for such works which, although 
practically imperishable, may yet be a source of loss for a 
considerable tine. As against this it must be remembered 
that the cost of a mains network does not rise at the sume 
rate as the energy-delivering capacity provided; particularly 
is this the case where road work is expensive. 

One undertaking in the Midlands with a very high output 
per head of population, low average price, and good financial 
results, reports :— 

IT be use of multi-part tariffs has greatly increased the 
demand for supply and for apparatus; very few complaints 
have been received, and although the accounts of this group 
of consumers have increased considerably they are the most 
satisfied of all the consumers. 

The multi-part tariff has helped the business in small 
appliances by cutting out the cost of special wiring and plugs. 
At the present high lighting rates people hesitate to use irons, 
&e., on lamp circuits, and object to the cost of separate 
circuits for small apparatus. The multi-part tariff. has over- 
come this difficulty. Tarilfs of this class have come to stay.” 


-— 


DISCUSSION. 


The PRESIDENT said that Mr. Blaikie's paper covered very 
wide ground from Hopkinson's original paper to the modern 
idea. Upon first reading through the paper, he (the president) 
was inclined to disagree with many points as nupossible of 
attainment; later, however, he came to believe that Mr. 
Blaikie’s broad conclusions seemed to provide a solution of 
the tariff problem. Mr. Beauchamp's paper gave some data 
of great value in view of the large number of houses now 
being erected. There was a proper system of charging, and 
it remained for engineers to find that way and bring uit for- 
ward, even if it meant special legislation. 

Mr. ARTHUR WRIGHT said that as a supplement to Messrs. 
Blaikies and Beauchamp’s very opportune and suggestive 
papers, he would like to mention some conclusions he had 
arrived at during the 20 years that had elapsed since he read 
his paper on ‘ The Profitable Supply of Electricity." The 
following modifications and additions might be made to the 
original Hopkinson proposals: (a) As it was impossible to 
obtain by measurement the true demand on the supply autho- 
ritv of the numerous and ever- Increasing small electric. ap- 
pliances and 18 asionally-used lamps in dwelling houses. it 

'as necessary to adopt some demand charge based on the 
number of installed lamps in the living rooms or these rooms’ 
cubic capacity, thus leaving out all the rest of the consuming 
devices whose combined load factor and tune-incidence of 
their use were, in all probability, such as to entitle their 
owners to the lower rates given to small power users. (b) 
All consumers were entitled to a sliding scale of rebates based: 
on their total annual consumption. (c) An adequate monthly 
service charge should be imposed instead. of meter rentals or 
minimum: number of units chargeable. (d) A power factor 
clause should be insisted upon for all alternating industrial 
supply based on the monthly maximum kVA demanded, and 
not on the average power factor during the month. At 
present there appeared to be two distinct methods of designing 
tariffs. First, those based on what the market could bear, 
and secondly, those based on a reasonable profit on the ap- 
proximate cost of individual supply. While the first had the 
advantage of following ordinary commercial practice, and 
were easy of appneation, he thought. the second had a much 
greater chance of extending tlie profitable use of electricity sud 
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of meeting with the support of the governing commissions, 
because of their greater equity. Industries dealing with 
more than one town, to be really etlicient, must be carried 
on by private enterprise and rewarded by a substantial return 
on the actual investment. He was convinced that salesman- 
ship and exhibits had much more effect in getting business 
than had simplicity or lowness of tariffs. ‘Lhe complexity 
of the rates in America had not prevented electrical develop- 
ment. Ihe heavy cost of wiring and appliances to-day re- 
quired skilled salesmen to obtain orders for a supply, and 
the public who could never hope to understand the necessity 
of diflerential rates had now the Electricity Commissioners 
to look to for fair treatment. Unless he had misunderstood 
Mr. Blaikie, the latter seemed to think that the present day 
fixed costs bore a smaller proportion to the total costs than 
they did in pre-war days. This was such a vital point in Hop- 
kinson's analysis that he thought it well to point out that 
in dealing with future costs it was probable that the high 
rates of standing and running charges in all the usual 20 per 
cent. load factor business would be likely to continue, because 
of the increase in the cost of money, equipment, taxation, 
skilled labour, and the now ascertained large amount ol coal 
used for standing by ready to serve. Running coal and rough 
labour were more likely to become cheaper in the near future 
than the above standing cost items. The increased use of the 
present investment was so vital and helped so much to lower 
total charges that Mr. Wright thought some sort of rebate 
on an individual's increased yeariy consumption was a tariff 
clause worth considering, and that a stepped discount on 
quantity was the proper method of lowering the present high 
charges when times Justified some reduction. The real test of 
a tariff's soundness was the resulting increase of the profitable 
part of the business. Oflice and shop window lighting would 
always be unprolitable, even at present high rates, and should 
be looked upon as a price for the franchise or as a necessary 
tax only to be taken on for reasons of policy. With regard 
to Mr. Beauchamp’s strong advocacy of an adequate service 
charge, the speaker thought it should be known that at least 
ten Public Service Commissions in the United States had 
admitted the equity and commercial necessity for such a 
charge. While on the subject of changes that required the 
assent of the authorities, he considered if would be advisable 
to obtain some relaxation of the pressure regulations, which 
were evolved during the carbon lamp and cheap equipment 
times, and which entailed needlessly expensive mains and 
regulators, owing to the fact that tungsten lainps were almost 
self-regulating. 

Mr. H. W. Couzens considered that any tariff which ap- 
peared within reason would satisfy considerate consumers. 
Not only were special rates required for cooking apparatus, 
there was a necessity for consultation between manufacturers, 
traders, and station engineers so that the appliances should be 
improved to a great extent. Referring to a fixed charge, he 
gave one or two instances where this appeared exorbitant, 
although it was really a just charge. It was difficult to 
explain the fixed charge to the consumer. In connection with 
the development of the cooking load, Mr. Couzens said that 
the Brompton & Kensington Co. now had about 500 cookers 
connected to its mains, representing a load of about 2,000 kW. 
The actual increase in the company's peak load, due to these 
cookers, amounted to about 250 kW. The speaker said that 
often charges were based on the kilowatt-capacity of the ap- 
paratus installed, and cited a case where the annual charge 
was £30 per kW with a flat rate of 2d. per unit. He thought 
the mains problem was not so difficult as it appeared, especially 
where alternating current was used. 

Mr. P. D. TvckETT said that Mr. Beauchamp's paper indi- 
cated the most hopeful way out of the difficulties of the 
smaller undertakings. At present thousands of consumers 
were being supplied at a loss, and thousands at a price higher 
than they wished to charge them. With a contract tariff on a 
sound basis, the supply undertaking would make an adequate 
fixed charge and a small unit charge. To aim at a scientific- 
ally correct tariff! was hopeless. The best course was to induce 
the Government to allow a high maximum rate, with an alter- 
native multipart tariff. The expenditure of new capital in- 
volved a much higher charge per kilowatt than was formerly 
the case, and in increasing the fixed charge this should be 
kept in mind. If the multipart tariff was to be successful, the 
accessory uses of electricity must be developed. Were they 
satisfied that the heating load was really better than the light- 
ing load? It came on the peak and in the winter season. 

Mr. F. W. Peksk was inclined to differ from Mr. Beau- 
champ. Consumers were apt to compare their bills and to 
make trouble. A simple tariff was essential. Manufacturers 
ought to make heating and cooking apparatus of greater reli- 
ability. Even with a multipart tariff and a single meter, a 
single circuit could not be used for all purposes; the 
lighting circuit should be separate from the heating and power 
circuit throughout. Further, owing to the wide range of load. 
a single meter was not satisfactory, as light loads would not 
be accurately recorded. The cost of mains to provide for in- 
creased consumption was a serious obstacle to development. 
Lighting was cheap at 8d. or even 1s. per kW-h, and the peak 
load must bear a higher charge. Power was far preferable to 
heating as a load. 

Mr. E. W. Cowan dealt with fundamental principles, distin- 
guishing between cost of service on the one hand and value 
of service on the other. For many years people had dealt only 


with the former aspect of the question, ignoring the latter, 
but that attitude of mind was not now so prevalent. The 
electrical industry was endeavouring to adapt prices to market 
conditions. Dr. Hopkinson never confined his attention to the 
cost of service, which in any individual case could only be 
approximately estimated, and should only be used as a guiding 
influence, not as the determining factor. Both aspects should 
be taken into account. Mr. Blaikie's proposal was open to the 
charge of profiteering; no group or class should be charged at 
a low rate at the expense of another, nor should consumers be 
taxed for the benefit of non-consumers. All businesses must 
necessarily include items which appeared to show a loss, and 
price-making could not be treated as an exact science. 

Mr. Minton said Mr. Blaikie's 6-day group could be called 
the one-meter group, and the 7-day group the hundred-meter 
group. With regard to bulk supply, a meter accuracy clause 
should appear in the agreement—it was a very important 
matter when dealing with energy in large blocks. 

At the resumed discussion on May óth, Mr. J. R. Braikit 
said that in accordance with the desire expressed by Mr. 
Wright, he would display two charts. One showed the rela- 
tionsbip existing between the number of units generated and 
the number of tons of coal consumed ; this showed a serious 
increase for the years 1917 and 1915, and this was, in a great 
measure, attributable to the seven-day group. The other 
showed the reconstitution of coal bills, and proved that the 
figures obtained came very near to the actual figures. 

Mr. BEAUCHAMP, showing some diagrams prepared by Lieut.- 
Col. W. A. VIGNOLES, said that the experience gained at 
Grimsby proved the unit of electricity to be an unsatisfactory 
basis of charging for lighting. As stated previously, the 
first chart showed that until a consumer took 100 units he 
was unremunerative, and 9 per cent. of the Grimsby con- 
sumers did not use 100 units. The second diagram showed 
the cost per unit in relation to the maximum demand. This 
brought out the impossibility of fixing a flat rate fair to ali 
classes of consumers. 

Mr. A. N. Rye said he was pleased with Mr. Beauchamp’s 
paper. His company had adopted a two-part tariff, aad 
it soon became so popular that it represented 50 per cent. 
of their revenue. The two-part tariff, however, was mw 
dying out, probably because of the insufficiency of maximum 
charges. The company had had to force up minimum charzes 
by 100 per cent., which penalised the smaller consumers. Tne 
improved efliciency of lighting had caused a large falling off 
in load. Mr. Rye mentioned that 12 cases, which in 195 
required 10,000 units, had only taken 5.000 units in 194). In 
spite of the doubled prices the revenue was, therefore, prac- 
tically the same. 

Mr. W. A. GiLLOoTT said that only by close attention to 
characteristics of the load on particular systems could a 
satisfactory tariff be arranged. A tariff, to succeed, must be 
competitive and easy to understand. In Newcastle many 
systems of charging had been devised, and this enabled the 
suppliers to differentiate to a large extent between different 
classes of consumers. It was best to make a fixed charge 
having some relation to the actual consumption of the con- 
sumer; any fixed charge should be such that a consumer could 
understand its connection with his own installation. This 
fixed charge would be dependent on local conditions. Mr. 
Beauchamp had suggested a separate fixed charge for lighting 
and for each appliance. The speaker did not agree with this, 
as the general diversity factor permitted an average fixed 
charge to be made reasonably. Mr. Gillott said that it had 
been observed in Newcastle, where there was a very heavy 
cooking load, that this just filled up the valleys in the load 
curve which occurred when the works shut down during the 
dinner hour. In conclusion, he would state that there was 
no doubt that the domestic load was the load of the future. 

Mr. W. R. Cooper considered that the provision of elec- 
tricity for water heating should be made as a matter of 
expediency, not of revenue, as this would be a great adver- 
tisement for electricity. This could be done on a two-part 
tariff if the running charge was low enough. He did not 
feel convinced by Mr. Beauchamp's paper. Tariffs should be 
sound and not merely convenient. The principles propounded 
bv Hopkinson were still sound, although necessary adjust- 
ments due to progress would have to be made from tirne to 
time. Mr. Blaikie would favour the six-day consumer, but 
surely he used just as much station plant, although. no doubt, 
there would be a saving on his mains. No prpvision was 
made for a six-day consumer rünning two shifts. 'The seven- 
day loads were generally very desirable ones, including, as 
thev did, tramways, public lighting, cooking, &c. The speaker 
criticised Mr. Blaikie's use of simultaneous equations in the 
allocation of coal and fixed charges. He pointed out that to 
give satisfactory results the 2 and y would have to remain 
the same from year to year. Mr. Cooper showed slides giving 
the Klingenberg daily characteristics of a power station with 
one and more sets running. In the curves thousands of 
pounds of coal were plotted against hundreds of kW-hours 
produced. 

Mr. J. R. Dick said that the fixing of tariffs was a question 
of costs, and the problem of charging for electricity had its 
analogies in many other industries. It used to be considered 
adequate to call fixed charges the same as capital charges. 
But fixed charges contained so many different items. Under 
the old systems of works costing it was considered sufficient 
to take overhead charges and add them as a percentage to 
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‘the prime cost. It had been found necessary, however, to 


split these up according to the various Jobs. One job might 
require the running of a heavy machine for a short time and 
another a lighter machine for a longer time. Then there 
were indirect labour, rent, rates, and taxes to be taken into 
account. He considered Mr. Blaikie's six and seven-day prin- 


ciple quite sound, although the accuracy of the simultaneous- 


equation method might be doubted. He praised the apportion- 
ment of charges adopted. The speaker pointed out that the 


cost of labour. coal, &c., was a function of the currency, and 


when this became normal prices would reach their proper 
level. Mr. Beauchamp was conscious of the danger of a sud- 
denly increased lighting load rendering the fixed charges 
inadequate. The existing cables would no doubt be able to 
carry all that was required of them for the present, but in 
the event of an increase due to a popular tariff many additions 
would have to be made to the networks. He suggested that 
the constant current-density principle should be applied in 
certain cases instead of the constant-pressure system. The 
obtuseness of consumers in failing to understand the method 
of charging was often quite wilful. 

Mr. W. L. MancEN, speaking from the commercial point of 
view, said that in some districts the number of possible con- 
sumers had been connected, and therefore the number of 
outside people who could be induced to take electricity was 
small. The introduction of a satisfactory differential tariff 
would no doubt cause the existing consumers to increase their 
load. The Electricity Commissioners had been asked to insert 
a clause permitting two-part charges in the No. 2 Electricity 
(Supply) Bill which was now pending, and which he (Mr. 
Madgen) hoped would continue to '" pend." There was a 
tendency on the part of mains engineers to connect up any 
sort of consumer—large or small—indiscriminately, and many 
of these were unremunerative. Lighting consumption had 
been severely reduced by the daylight saving scheme, early 
closing, and the growing etticiency of the electric lamp. He 
had been assured that German and Austrian scientists had 
been working very hard during the war, and that a 1-watt 
lamp was on the horizon. Before that happened they must 
have a two-part tariff system. 

Mr. J. C. ELvv remarked upon the fact that meter manu- 
facturers had been silent in the discussion. The condition 
of meters was a vital factor in the collection of revenue. A 
meter that was fast or slow would result in a loss to either 
the consumer or the supply undertaking. lle spoke of an 
undertaking where half a dozen or more different rates were 
in force, each requiring a separate meter, and he wondered 
if the cost of maintenance was worth it. To permit lower 
charges the cost of installation would have to be lowered. 

Mr. H. M. Sayers objected to classing traction supply with 
that of seven-day consumers. He noticed that Mr. Blaikie 
had given a curiously high coal consumption for the no-load 
period ; his own investigations had produced a result which 
was materially different from that obtained by the author. 
The method of using simultaneous equations had not been 
fully explained in the paper, and, therefore, 1t could not be 
properly criticised. Ile asked Mr. Beauchamp if it was any 
good discussing the value of various tariffs when a tariff could 
onlv be enforced by means of a monopoly, which was not a 
desirable procedure. It was not possible to obtain even a 
regulated monopoly neither was it possible to evolve any 
suitable tariff if it was not based on costs. The domestic 
tariff problem was a difficult one, but there were.other difti- 
culties such as those of the costs of apparatus and installation. 
They should follow the example set by the gas companies and 
make the charges for rental of apparatus take the place of 
the fixed charges. 

Mr. W. B. Woopforsf explained that they sold only one 
article, but they were obliged to stock electricity for all pur- 
poses and, therefore, they should be allowed to charge for 
doing so. Alternatively thev should be given some sort of 
relief; either they should be able to refuse to supply unprofit- 
able customers, or charge them. In some areas served by 
small stations even a charge of 2s. per unit would not pay, 
a fact which had to be faced. They must divide their custo- 
mers into classes, and be prepared to vary the profit they 
were to realise from each class. Unless thev could find the 
capital required for development the expansion of the domestic 
supply, which they were all discussing, would not take place. 

Mr. W. R. L. Pairs thought that the principle advocated 
i^ Mr. Blaikie's paper was sound; it was not a matter of 
dividing into six or seven-day consumers, but of some form 
of grouping, and that should be encouraged. It was evident 
that current tariffa were quite out of date, and the sooner 
that subject was settled the better. 

Mr. Ritter was also of the opinion that all evidence pointed 
fo the present tariffs being quite unsuitable. He thought 
fhat there must be something wrong with the figures in Mr. 
Blaikie’s revenue sheet for 1915-16. 

The Prestpent (Mr. Ll. B. Atkinson) pointed out that the 
discussion had shown a more or less general desire for some 
orm of two-part tariff; the question. however, was: How 
were they to enforce it? When the matter was brought before 
the Ele-tricity Commissioners they were received with cour- 
tesy and fair words, but unfortunately nothing further was 

one. He. nevertheless, was quite sure that the Commissioners 
realised the position they were in just as well as they did, 
hut they were bound by circumstances, political ones, over 
Which they had no control. 


Mr. J. R. Barkie, in briefly replying to the discussion, 
referred to the criticism of his use of simultaneous equations, 
and reminded the meeting that he had dealt with that matter 
very cautiously in his paper. 

Mr. J. W. BraucHamp, also in reply, said there was no 
reason why a number of supply undertakings should not put 
multi-part tariffs into use immediately. Several such tariffs 
already existed, but had been allowed to languish as a result 
of the price increases introduced. It was not reasonable to 
suggest that they should sell energy at a price less than the 
highest they could get from the buyer. The real problem, 
however, was the distribution system. If the devélopment 
of the domestic load came about to the extent that they 
expected they would have to deal with some gigantic dis- 
tribution networks. 


JOINT ELECTRICITY AUTHORITIES. 
The West Riding Inquiry. 


(Continued from page 699.) 


Continuing the examination of Mr. ARTHUR COLLINS, city 
treasurer of Birmingham, as a financial expert, on behalf 
of the Leeds scheme, Sir Harry Hawarv suggested 
that in order to obtain a proper view of the position 
of the Joint Authority, with which the Commission 
was primarily concerned rather than with the existing 
stations, the financial tables ought to be split up, differen- 
tiating the figures as to the new Joint Authority from 
the general figures. Ihe tables were on a paper scheme and 
not in correspondence with actual facts which would result 
from the Leeds scheme, which showed that in 1925 the working 
costs of the new capital station would be 0.625d., and the 
capital charge would be 0.575d. The cost of supplying energy 
from the new station of the Joint Authority would be 1.19d., 
and Leeds Corporation supplying from its own undertaking, 
stated in column D of the table, would have working expenses 
of 0.763d.— Witness suggested that the average figure must be 
taken. Sir Harry said he was taking the existing station. 
Taking it at 0.727d., that included, he presumed, the new 
station at Leeds, and the capital charges would be 0.692d., 
giving a total of 1.419d. for Leeds. Was not that the proper 
comparison?—Witness agreed, taking that test; taking an 
average price from the new station, plus the local charges on 
existing stations, he thought it would be dangerous to take 
that figure, because it assumed that the price at which Leeds 
would get energy from the Joint Authority would be an 
average price, whereas it would depend on the kW taken, 
and that might not be an average price. On the whole, he 
had concluded it would be safer to take the average throughout. 
Until they knew the demand it was difticult to take the table 
figures as an average price. He agreed with Sir Harry that 
the question of price to be charged had not actually been 
raised, but it was a material point. Leeds, he continued, took 
the view, in the matter of capital outlay, that this was 
exactly the type of case in which the Commissioners might be 
asked to exercise their power to recommend the Ministry to 
finance this scheme in its early stages. Whereas promoters 
of electricity schemes generally started out with the idea that 
Joint Authorities should buy out the undertakings in their 
areas, the conclusion had now been come to generally that 
there were certain limits beyond which it was dangerous to 
go. Very old stations, likely soon to be discarded, should not 
be saddled on the new authorities. Where the authority 
could sell energy to an old undertaking at such a price that the 
old undertaking could not compete with it, the old local under- 
taking should remain at the ccst of the local area. The tempta- 
tion would be open to owners of the old plant to change from 
generators to distributors if they had bulk supply at an equal 
charge. It was difficult to draw a line as to which stations 
should be taken over, particularly where stations had to be 
kept as a stand-by for the common good. He expressed no 
technical opinion, but the Joint Authority would be well 
advised financially to keep clear of purchasing an undertaking 
which was working efficiently under existing powers, at any 
rate until it was thoroughly well established. The Yorkshire 
Power Co. covered an area beyond the Aire and Calder district. 
and if the company were to be bought out in respect of the 
part within the district there would be a substantial claim for 
severance which would involve heavy capital on which there 
would be no direct benefit. In the course of less than 42 years 
it was possible, as was being shown by London companies, for 
the company so to readjust its conditions as materially to 
reduce the amount of severance claim. The delay would make 
it possible for the company to work out the money involved 
in the undertaking. He did not think the Conference scheme, 
depending so greatly on acquisition of the company, could be 
carried out except by Act of Parliament. 

The CHAIRMAN: Or by agreement.—Quite: but I should not 
expect the company would be willing sellers except at a price 
which it would not pay the Joint Authority to give. 

Witness then went on to explain the capital involved in 
the Leeds scheme, and remarked that one had to consider 
how that capital was to be provided having regard to the many 
local requirements of the various local authorities claiming the 
use of their available capital. Even if the Bill passed, he 
was afraid there would be difficulty in measuring the credit 
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of the prospective Joint Authority. It was more difficult to 
raise capital in the money market for a body comprising various 
authorities than for a body comprising a primary authority. 
The prospectus could do little more than intunate a rosy future 
and rather intangible assets. Probably it would get the money, 
but it would be at a price which would defeat the object of 
the cheapest possible electrical supply. His own experience 
indicated that the money market would favour a combination 
of local authorities and companies rather than of local authori- 
ties alone, the view being that companies were accustomed to 
the market, and that would bring the prospectus to the notice 
of a wider sphere of investors. Joint Authorities would be 
well advised to keep out of the money market at present. The 
second course would be for local authorities to secure the money 
amongst themselves, but when faced with shortage for their 
own various local purposes there would not be marked en- 
thusiasm to provide their local quotas, and the burden in the 
main would probably fall on the tive bigger towns. "I hey might 
be sufficientiy public-spirited to find the money, but when 
they had got their original flotation, the second and third calls 
might lead to unfortunate consequences in one or two bigger 
towns having to find the money alone at the finish. With 
regard to repayment of the advance suggested in clause 48 
of the Leeds scheme, witness asked for the insertion of the 
words '' within such periods as are ordinarily regarded for 
repayments of loans for the various purposes of an electricity 
undertaking." He asked the Commissioners to consider making 
this advance exactly in the manner of advances by the Public 
Works Loan Commissioners. "Ihe worst stile in the Leeds 
scheme was the provision of the first instalment, after which 
there would be tungible assets. 

Leeds had taken the only logical course. The basis on which 
electricity could be supplied to any authority in the area 
depended on natural advantages at the point of production 
as much as on anything, and with a number of sites avail- 
able the claims of the Power Co. must be considered. Local 
authorities were more deeply concerned in distribution than 
in generation, and if the Power Co. would supply in bulk 
and provide the capital itself, the local authorities would 
he well advised to take electricity from it unless they had such 
natural advantages themselves that they could produce more 
cheaply, which was not so in this case. The Leeds scheme 
was the best possible compromise. 

Mr. MILLER, cross-examining Mr. Collins, drew witness's 
attention to figures showing, as against Mr. Collins's con- 
tentions as to comparative coal costs. between Leeds and 
Bradford, that in the years 1917-18-19, the Bradford costs 
were less than those of Leeds. With regard to finance, 
witness agreed that if the local authorities could get over 
the difliculty of having to pledge the rates as security they 
might be in a better position in the money market, but the 
companies, in issuing a prospectus, could say: © We have 
a running station and its revenues," whereas the Joint 
Authority would have nothing but a station in embryo, unless 
it ollered its rates as security. He was afraid some of the 
smaller authorities in the Conference scheme would not 
stand the test. lle agreed that the electrical prospects of 
the area were excellent for a flotation— probably second only 
to London—but in any district where there was a vigorous 
gas undertaking there was a limit beyond which the price of 
electricity could not go, whatever the need, and it had to be 
remembered that the cost of building à new station now 
was three times the pre-war cost, and the interest on capital 
was twice that of pre-war times, so that the annual cost of 
the new station. would be about six times that of pre-war. 

In answer to Mr. J. A. GREENE (for the West Riding County 
Councils’ Association, comprising SL urban districts and 13 
rural districts not members of the Conference), witness saw 
no Justification for the rates of those districts being pledged 
as security for any part of the proposed undertaking. He 
agreed that these councils were justified in being distributors 
but not generators. The present was a bad time to spend 
capital, and postponement might be advisable. As to co-or- 
dination without buying out the company, at one time Leeds 
had contemplated interlinking without the capital station, but 
the prospective demands indicated the coming need for such 
a station. A linking-up scheme would require more capital 
at present than the Leeds scheme, and linking-up would not 
serve very long or lead to much conservation of capital ex- 
penditure. He admitted that linking-up had much to com- 
mend it even now, and that councils would be more disposed 
to raise inoney for something of their own and linking-up 
than for either the Leeds or Conference scheme. Nobody 
could estimate with certainty the future demand, owing to 
the state of general ecommerce, but as things stood he favoured 
the Leeds scheme as being the most conservative estimate. 
ln response to pressure by Sir Harry Haward as to the absence 
of provision for even a temporary deficiency in funds in the 
Leeds scheme, witness said such deficiency was meant to be 
carried forward until the time when growing business would 
pavit of. If the scheme failed to survive the test of avoiding 
rate aid. from anybody. the Leeds Corporation would be well 
advised to drop it. They had not been asked to consider 
providing a clause under which a deficit might be a call upon 
the revenues of undertakings taking electricity, but personally 
he saw no objection to it provided that the price paid for the 
energy was not so hopeless as to make the thing provocative. 
‘The idea was that the deficiency, if any. should be capitalised 
for the time being and covered by tbe Ministry's advance. 


Sir Harry said he did not consider that clause covered the 
point.—Mr. Collins, in answer to further questions, did not 
think Leeds would be prepared to proceed with its scheme 
on so low an advance as five years’ period. As to the ability 
of the authorities to borrow the several millions involved, the 
secret of the whole thing was how far they would pledge 
their rates. Private enterprise alone might not get the money 
at less than 74 per cent., private enterprise supported by local 
authorities without pledging rates at 64 per cent., and if the 
rates were pledged the money might be obtained so low as 
51 per cent. 

Mr. Woot intimated that his case for Leeds was closed. 


THE CONFERENCE CASE. - 


Shortly before the adjournment Mr. A. T. MILLER, K.C.. 
opened the case for the Bradford Conference scheme, which 
was resumed on Saturday morning. Mr. Miller said he recog- . 
nised, as Mr. Wooll had mentioned, that agreement was really 
an essential of any proper and satisfactory future development 
in the area, but he by no means started with any feeling that 
agreement was not to be hoped for in favour of the most 
business-like and most protitable scheme for the district. Look- 
ing broadly at the present position in the West Riding, it 
was a problem differing essentially from those which had 
had to be solved in West Lancashire and North Wales and 
Chester. In all the cases the existence of a power company 
had had to be faced, and in the West Riding there was a 
large development of local-authority production of electricity. 
There were eight distinct methods of supply in the district 
at present, all intermixed and all within the Power Co.’s area. 
Furthermore, the Power Co. itself extended its operations on 
the north along a fringe of districts beyond the Aire aud 
Calder District area. In that area there were districts taking 
entire supply and distribution from the company; other dis- 
tricts took only bulk supply and did their own distribution ; 
there were districts for which provisional orders had been 
obtamed which were not yet operative; districts depend- 
ing wholly on their own generated current: others 
upon energy supplied by authorities other than the 
company; districts taking bulk supply from borough autho- 
rities and doing their own distribution; others taking part of 
their supply from the company in bulk and part from neigh- 
bouring borough authorities and doing their own distribution; 
and others which had not yet any system at all. He desired 
to emphasise the extreme complication of the position. There 
was a rich industrial area, providing a most important field 
for development; a district in which many active municipali- 
ties had their own electrical developments and which had had 
the advantage of the Yorkshire Power Co.'s operations in the 
past. All this complication led up to a position which was 
Just that condition of affairs which the Electricity Act of 1919 
was Intended to enable the Commissioners to unravel, of course 
with the agreement of those interested. The three solutions 
before the inquiry appeared to him to be arranged somewhat 
in a rising scale of evolution. They started with the Power 
Co., which had proposals which seemed to be a sort of policy 
of despair. It wanted to be left to develop in its own Way, 
and the most it could suggest was interlinking. Leeds pro- 
posed a Joint Authority to leave the Power Co. at any rate 
for the present; and the Conference scheme was for entire 
public ownership and control of the generating stations and 
main transmission lines throughout the district. "Ihe three 
proposals seemed to represent stages of the rising appreciation 
of the intentions of the Act. 

Mr. Miller then dealt with the broad principles of the 
Conference scheme und the manner in which it came into 
being. He claimed that the Conference body was actually the 
direct descendant of the origmal conference called by Leeds 
on publication of the formal notice of the provisional deter- 
mination of the area by the Commissioners, and that it was 
the Leeds authority which had fallen away some six months 
after the first conference. He suggested that the letter in 
which Mr. Hefford, the Leeds engineer, intimated the Leeds 
differences with. the other bodies in the conference, indicated 
that he was willing to work in harmony with the other authori- 
ties so far as possible, and seemed as though he might be pre- 
pared to modify his views. In August last the Bradford town 
clerk, on behalf of the Conference, reported to the Yorkshire 
Electric Power Co. the decision of the conference in favour 
of a Joint Authority comprising only elected representatives 
of the people, and asking whether the company would be pre- 
pared to offer terms for the transfer of its undertaking. The 
company replied, not unnaturally perhaps, that it was not 
prepared to offer to sell out to an authority which did not yet 
exist, and whose constitution had not been settled. Mr. Miller 
contended that the tone of its letter indicated that it had not 
given a final and definite refusal to negotiate at any future 
time. In fact, it seemed to leave the way for negotiations 
open, thereby indicating that it had in mind the interests of 
the community at large. That gave him reason to hope that 
should the Coinuiissioners direct that the interests of the publie 
could best be served by public control, the company would 
be prepared to consider transfer of its private undertaking on 
proper and reasonable terms. 

Though Mr. C. N. Hefford had had to leave the Conference 
engineers owing to the views of Leeds, he had given great help 
up to that time; and had continued to furnish any information 
required. The Conference engineers appreciated his co-opera- 
tion. Proceeding with the history of the drafting of the Con- 
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ference scheme and engineers’ report, counsel said the original 
Conference Committee had invited the co-operation of local 
uuthorities Which were distributors only, as well as those which 
were generators, and had secured support from some of them. 
He called attention to the comparative weight of electrical 
output by the authorities supporting the Conference scheme, 
as against that of the other sides to the inquiry. During the 
year ending March, 1920, Leeds had generated, roughly, 
76.500.000 units; the power company 50.000, 000 units, and 
the local authorities which had passed definite resolu- 
tons in support of the scheme some 120.000, 000 units, 
or about 46 per cent. of the whole output. These autho- 
nities bad an experience averaging since 1097, as against the 
Power Co.’s commencement only in 1904, and therefore not 
only had they tbe largest stake in the area, but also a record 
of achievement which augured well for public control in the 
future. ‘Lhe facts showed how strongly was the principle of 
public control held in the area. Any objection of the company 
to transfer was met by the proposal that the entire undertak- 
ing, including part outside the Aire and Calder area, should 
be bought, at a fair and full price by agreement, or, failing 
agreement, under the Arbitration Act. 

Questions were raised by the Commissioners as to what was 
to happen to the portion of the company’s undertaking outside 
of the Aire and Calder area, if the Joint Authority took the 
whole undertahing.— Mr. Milier held that though the situation 
depended on the passing of the No. 2 Bill, adjustments, and the 
settlement of the North-East Midlands District Joint Authority, 
the general policy of the Authority in the latter district in- 
dicated the probability that arrangements could be made for 
that Authority to take over the parts outside of the Aire and 
Calder district. This should not be a matter of ditliculty, as 
there were no big generating stations in that outer portion. 
He agreed with Sir Harry Haward that the point was ultra 
vires except by consent, and said the scheme was not put for- 
ward with a view to asking for compulsion on the company ; 
they wanted agreement, and every generating authority in the 
area, except Leeds, supported the scheme. Counsel contended 
that there were no special circumstances in the area which 
justified departure from the general rule, established by the 
opinion of the national coal conservation and electricity supply 
committees, that public control of generation and main trans- 
mission was desirable in the national interests. The Confer- 
ence took the view that this principle was the best from the 
business point of view, the engineering point of view, and the 
point of view of development. 

Dealing with the estimate of capital expenditure under the 
scheme, Mr. Miller called attention to a correction in the 
column of working capital brought forward in 1881 in the 
financial tables. The figure should be £260,000 instead of 
£170,000, thus altering the total to £8,953,994. 

Sir JOHN SNELL suggested that the key to the whole scheme 
was missing—the actual capital commitment involved in the 
acquisition of the Power Co.'s undertaking. This was neces- 
sarily an unknown figure.—Mr. Miller admitted that, but 
said the Conference was contident on its figures, which had 
been accepted, that by the saving gained from co-ordination 
a cheap and good electricity supply could be secured and 
would leave a margin of profit which would meet the charges 
on the capital outlay. Excluding the sum necessary to buy 
out the Power Co., the figures of the Conference scheme 
showed a greater saving than either the Leeds scheme or the 
linking-up proposal. With reference to the proposed pur- 
chase, counsel said the Conference had taken as a basis a 
price of supply of ld. per unit at the busbars at centres and 
sub-centres for high-pressure untransformed energy. ‘There 
would be some little addition for subsidiary distribution to 
get at the actual price, but taking the Id. as the estimated 
outlay, the working costs, excluding charges on the purchase 
[us of the acquisition and the cost of authorised. extensions 
y the company, left a surplus in the year 1926 of £250,170. 
which the promoters regarded as more than sulficient to 
meet the purchase charges, the latter being based on the 
capital of the company at the year ending December, 1920. 
In 1925 the Conference scheme showed a surplus, on 1d. 
price. after paying capital charges on the estimated purchase 
price, of £51,370, as against the Leeds tables showing a 
deficit, at Id., of £603,930, and he believed Leeds proposed a 
higher price in order to meet the difference. Ile admitted 
that the figures were largely problematical, in view of the 
unknown expenditure on purchase. Concluding his opening 
of the Conference case. Mr. Miller drew attention to the 
technical differences between the Leeds and Conference 
schemes, particularly as to sites and times of erection of the 
new stations. The Conference regarded the proposed Leeds 
sits as totally inadequate. The Conference scheme achieved 
a substantial estimated saving of coal by centralisation and 
the finance officers of all the authorities in the scheine had 
approved the financial clauses of the general provisions of 
the scheme. 

ir Harry Hawanp asked whether the principle of public 
control meant total exclusion of any representative of an 
electrical company. or would be satisfied with a controlling 
majority of elected public representatives.—Counsel said he 
felt that the clause as drawn up did not go so far as total 
exclusion. Any companies in the area were, of course, autho- 
rised undertakers. 

inquiry was then adjourned until Monday, Mav 23rd. 
(To be continued.) 


The Lower Severn Electricity District. 


JOINT AUTHORITY SCHEME ABANDONED. 


A RESOLUTION that was passed unanimously at a meeting of 
the Organising Committee (of which Mr. H. Faraday Proctor, 
engineer and manager of the Bristol Corporation Electricity 
Departinent, is chairman) on February drd, 1921, stated that 
the Comunittee, whilst still desirous of proceeding with the 
scheme to set up a Joint Authority for the district, having 
regard to the almost insuperable difliculties of conforming 
to the requirements of the Commissioners (bearing in mind 
the limitations ct the probable electrical requirements of 
various portions of the district) especially in relation to. the 
Impossibility of restricting representation to those who are 
Willing to assume financial responsibility; and the necessity 
for the presentation of an engineering scheme of develop- 
ment embodying an undertaking that portions of such a 
scheme shall be carried out by dates to be determined, was 
of the opinion that it was unable to proceed with the scheme 
submitted so as to present it in accordance with the require- 
ments before referred to. 

Mr. Proctor explains that. the sending out of the following 
information (which we received on May 26th) has been de- 
layed, at the request of the Electricity Commissioners, to 
enuble further endeavours to be made to secure such assurances 
from the Forest of Dean Colliery Owners’ Association as 
would enable the scheme to be proceeded with on the original 
basis. ‘The Association not being In a position to give the 
required assurances, it has been determined that no further 
action be now taken. He comments as follows, inter alia. 
upon the present position :— 

The Organising Committee has always been of opinion that 
the district (with the exception of one portion specially dealt 
with) does not present features showing that a scheme of 
centralisation would result in very decided financial advan- 
tages in the near future. Practically the whole of the district 
is agricultural, there being few areas in which an industrial 
load or other substantial demand would arise; therefore, the 
most desirable course to be pursued in connection with the 
district, is to leave the engineering proposals for reorganisa- 
tion in abeyance until the organisation for controlling supply 
and other matters is set up. 

Since a complete scheme could not be adopted at present, 
as essential financial clauses are generally considered to be 
ultra vires, the inquiry“ was deemed to be of an interim 
character. 

The Organising Committee did not, therefore, deem it 
necessary to engage counsel. and the Commissioners were so 
advised on December 17th, 1920. Additional information was 
furnished to the Commissioners at their desire subsequent 
to the submission of the scheme. The Commission, on Decem- 
ber Ist, 1920, stated: You are correct in assuming that it 
is only the ' scheme’ which need be available on application 
and not the additional technical information furnished by 
you in subsequent memoranda." But on the morning of the 
inquiry surprise was expressed that counsel had not been 
engaged. and that the ''additional technical information ” 
had not been circulated to all parties. 

Mr. Proctor has good reason to believe that, unless financial 
responsibility is imposed upon all authorities and bodies re- 
presented on the Joint Electricity Authority, authorities of 
importance will decline to assume such responsibility, and it 
appears likely that as a result voluntary financial responsibility 
will disappear altogether. The chief object in requiring finan- 
clal responsibility to be assumed pro rata with voting power, 
is to secure cheap money by giving the best security. If 
this is, as indicated above, impossible, an increase of not less 
than, sav, 3 per cent. should be allowed for in the rate of 
Interest on capital. Opinions have been expressed that the 
additional rate should be 4 or 5 per cent., and that money 
would not be forthcoming at any price. 

The power to require “ standardisation of systems ” rests 
entirely with the Commissioners. The Joint Electricity Autho- 
rity can only act by agreement or through the Commissioners 
as regards methods of charge to consumers." If this re- 
ference 1s restricted to the charges to be made by authorised 
distributors as distinct from those to be made by the Joint 
Electricity Authority. the matter would not appear to be 
under the control of the Joint Electricity Authority. In 
Mr. Proctor's opinion no authorised undertaker or other con- 
sumer should be placed in either a better or worse position. 
as regards the price at which he is supplied, on account of 
the position selected for the location of any generating sta- 
tion. but a difference is justified according to the localitèe in 
which the supply is required as affected by other considera- 
tious, such as the total demand in the locality, the nature and 
density of the demand, and other considerations which micht 
have affected the price of supply furnished from anv other 
source than the Joint Electricity Authoritv. Thus, a demand 
arising in or near a purelv rural area should be furnished 
on less favourable terms than a corresponding demand in 
or near an industrial area. This principle does not appear 
to be followed 3n the schemes put forward in respect of the 
Chester or the Mersey Districts wherein a uniform standard 
is advocated. 

The Organising Committee decided that it was inadvisable 
to put forward engineering proposals other than those con- 
nected with the interim works to be carried out by the 
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Minister of Transport for the furnishing of & supply to the 
Forest of Dean, with transmission lines extending in the 
direction of Gloucester. The Commissioners, however, 
pressed for the submission of a scheme for connecting up 
Bristol, Bath, and Wiltshire towns, and Mr. Proctor informed 
the Electricity Commissioners, *‘I purposely refrained from 
dealing with the supply of considerable portions of the district 
on the lines of any centralised scheme, and particularly the 
district of Bath and other places beyond, as I have felt that 
there is very little that can be put forward in support of 
the same at the present time." However, on November 22nd, 
1920, '' additional information °? was prepared, embracing 
detailed estimates dealing with capital and revenue, also 
tables of statistics and diagrams, &c. For a bulk supply to 
be given at Bristol, Bath, Bradford-on-Avon, Melksham, Trow- 
bridge, Frome, Radstock, and Pensford, the financial results 
ascertained show that no case can be made showing economies 
resulting fromn this section of the scheme (on the estimates 
of demand submitted), if an additional 3 per cent. be added 
to the annual charges on capital account due to the absence 
of the backing of the rates of local authorities. 

If. Bristol is considered separately, the result is not only 
a disappearance of the saving, but the creation of a direct 
loss, for instead of extending its existing generating station, 
Bristol would construct a new generating station, on the lines 
of the proposed capital station, to furnish its additional re- 
quirements. Mr. Proctor's figures sutlice. to indicate the 
attitude of the Organising Committee in not committing itself 
to any definite engineering programme, and indicate the 
probability that local authorities and others would decline. to 
do so. 

The Organising Committee much regrets that it is still of 
opinion, after having made further investigations, that it is 
unable to proceed with the scheme, so far as it relates to the 
supply of electricity, so as to present it in any different form 
from that m which it was originally deposited. but it 1s 
prepared to proceed with the original scheme on receiving 
satisfactory assurances from the coal owners in the Forest 
of Dean, which assurances it has not vet been able to obtain. 

The results have throughout confirmed the views consistently 
held by the Cominittee that, apart from the northern section 
of the district (einbracing the Forest of Dean, Stroud Vallevs, 
Gloucester, and Cheltenham), whilst certain advantages might 
accrue from the formation of an organisation to ''father ” 
development within the area, with power to carry out de- 
vajopments as and when commercially practicable, if such is 
not permissible, no alternative can be suggested on a sound 
commercial basis at the present time. 


THE PRESENT ECONOMIC POSITION OF THE 
ENGINEERING AND ALLIED INDUSTRIES. 


(Concluded from page 695). 
A SLANDER ON THE BrRITISH WORKMAN. 


It is to be regretted that, in the persistent desire to“ create 
atmosphere ”? and to put the fear of starvation into the work- 
men's minds, the employers’ paimphleteer does not refrain from 
libelling the British engineer. The great misfortune,” we 
are told, is that, at present, for a variety of reasons, the pro- 
ductivity of British labour is "—not merely "' below its pre- 
war standard," which might be arguable and explicable, but 
also below that of workmen in competing countries." Not 
the slightest evidence is adduced for this astounding libel on 
his fellow-countrymen. . What can the writer mean? Pro- 
bably all that he meant to express was that the British work- 
nian does not work continuously at as high speed as the em- 
ployer thinks that he ought to do—to put it bluntly, that on 
time rates he does not give piecework intensity. This, let it 
be clearly understood, no workman ever contracts to do. But 
this misconception does not excuse the libel. Does the 
pamphleteer seriously contend that the average fitter or 
erector, turner, or toolmaker in Great Britain is less skilled 
than the Belgian or the German fitter or erector, turner, or 
toolmaker, or that, taking the year round, he produces less in 
quality and quantity? In which case, we would ask, why are 
British mechanics asked for by einployers in other countries? 
and why are they constantlv being tempted to go abroad to 
take situations at much more than the earnings of the local 
engineers? Even in the United States the British engineer is 
in demand. It used to be said that foreign mechanics worked 
longer hours than British. This, however, whatever 1t was 
worth, has ceased to be true. The eight-hour day has become 
practically universal. It may quite well be true that, on a 
repetition job, with foolproof machines, a far greater quantita- 
tive output may be got out of some Continental operatives, as 
was found when the Belgians were in this country. But the 
fact that no employer having engineering work of first-rate 
quality to do ever engages a foreinn workman when he can 
get an Enghsh or Scottish engineer. with all his faults, indi- 
eates how little ground there is for this careless slander. 


^6 


WAGES AND THE Cost or LIVING. 


The pamphlet states (pp. 99.3), actually enough. the rise in 
the cost of living, and the extent to which it has begun to 


decline. But again, the attempt is to '' create atmosphere.” It 
is predicted that the cost will rapidly fall—it is suggested to no 
more than 66 per cent. above the pre-war level,” a fall which 
any decline in wage rates will accelerate." Now, if we take 
the money earnings of all grade of engineers as being now 
(April, 1921) at somewhere between 100 and 150 per cent. 
above pre-war level, the suggestion that we can confidently 
expect the cost of living to be, very shortly, no more than 
60 per cent. above the pre-war level, means, once more, an 
insinuation closely resembling the one that wages are to be 
halved, which is almost exactly what the South Wales miners 
are being tuld!.... 
THE Export TRADE. 


Something like half the engineering industry works for 
export. Why is the foreign demand for engineering products 
so slack? Let us take the countries one by one. 

To Russia we used, before the war, to sell some millions of 
pounds’ worth of engineering products, an amount which at 
present prices would be at least double. Russia to-day 1s 
hungering for locomotive engines, for electrical plant, for agrı- 
cultural implements, for machine tools, for motor-car com- 
ponents, for textile machinery, and, in fact, for nearly every 
kind of mechanical appliances. Surely the employers will not 
contend that any appreciable reduction of price would make 
any difference in this case? So urgently does Russia (which 
is badly off enough owing partly to our continued blockade) 
need these things, that the Soviet Government is prepared to 
buy them for gold and platinum paid down on shipment. For 
more than two years the British Government (which neariy 
all the engineering employers voted fer, and still support in 
office) has actually forbidden this profitable trade, which would 
have kept thousands of British workmen in employment. and 
would now find them work for years to come. Even now 
obstacles are put in the way, legal proceedings are threatened, 
and trade with Russia is still a ©“ wash-out.” 

To Germany we used also to sell annually millions of pounds 
worth of engineering products, worth at present British prices 
at least double, and in German currency 24 tunes that sum. 
ls it suggested that it is the high prices quoted by the British 
engineering employers that bave prevented exports to Ger- 
many? For over two years the British Government, dragged 
at the heels of the insane desire for vengeance of the French 
Government, has put every possible obstacle in the way of the 
restoration of prosperity of German industry. Nor is it only 
the British Government. Many a British employer has fe:t 
with the Right Hon. W. Runciman, late President or the 
Board of Trade, that we have got Germany down, and we 
won't allow her to get her head up again," or words to that 
effect. However natural may be such primitive feelings, they 
do not make for a revival of international trade. We are 
members one of another. British industry cannot be restored 
to full prosperity unless other countries are prosperous. We 
do not gain by ruining our customers. The engineering em- 
ployers themselves expatiate on the great difficulty created by 
the depreciation of the German mark. This depreciation. ts 
being to-day increased by the action of the British Govern- 
ment, still supported by practically all the representatives in 
the House of Commons of the Federation of British Industries 
(to which so many engineering employers belong) in eudea- 
vouring by extraordinary Customs duties to prevent the Ger- 
man export trade. How can engineering einployers expect to 
see their own export trade to Germany revive so long as this 
extraordinary policy is persisted in? 

To Poland and Bohemia, Austria and Hungary, the Balkans 
and Rumania, we used to sell every year many hundreds of 
thousands of pounds’ worth of engineering products. Thes: 
countries are to-day terribly in need of nfachinery of every 
kind. "Their currencies are so depreciated that our British em- 
ployers complain that export sales are rendered almost impos- 
sible. Will it make business easier to effect if the depreciation 
of the krone and the leu is actually increased by the practical 
prohibition of their exports to this country (and to as many 
of the countries of our Allies as we can induce to take the 
same suicidal course)? For this is what is involved in the 
proposed new British Customs duty of 334 per cent. on im- 
ports from countries having depreciated currencies. 

Now, the British engineering workmen do not believe that, 
so long as these evil political restrictions on trade are con- 
tinued, any reductions in the price of British products will 
avail to restore our international trade. So long as trade is 
actually hampered by blockades and embargoes, 50 per cent. 
duties on exports from Germany, and 334 per cent. duties on 
imports into Great Britain from nearly all the continent of 
Europe. reductions in price are simply thrown away. 

When the emplovers ask the workmen to co-operate in 
effecting such a reduction in prices, it is obvious that the pre- 
liminary answer must be that the workmen would be fools to 
take any step in that direction until the British engineering 
employers first insist on the British Government adopting a 
pohey of peace and free trade, with a sincere desire for the 
prompt restoration of prosperity of the whole European con- 
tinent. The only way to increase our foreign trade is bu 
adopting a policy of peace, the restoration of Europe. ard free 
f rade. ; 

THe HoME MARRFT. 


But our foreign trade is, te the British engineering em- 
plover& generally. only half their normal business. How can 
we give a fillip to that other half which is with the Home 


Vol. 88. No. 2,271, JUNE 3, 1921.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


188 


Market? Clearly not by cutting down wages, the effect of 
which is, by exactly the amount of reduction, to restrict the 
home sales of British manufacturers generally. So long as 
British. employers pursue this policy, in one industry after 
another (which is what the workmen mean by a conspiracy 
to force down wages ), trade will get worse and worse, so far 
as the Home Market is concerned. 

It may be that the British engineering employers are justi- 
fied in believing that, if their cost of production could be 
reduced (and, what does not always follow, if they gave their 
customers the benefit of such a reduction by a corresponding 
fall in retail prices), more engineering products could be sold. 
lt is their business to judge of such a fact. If motor-cars and 
bicycles, gramophones and agricultural implements were con- 
siderably cheaper, without anybody’s income being lessened, 
more of them could be sold. If it cost less to put in new ma- 
chinery and electrical plant without any lowering of purchas- 
ing power, more would be installed. But even on the em- 
ployers’ own showing the reduction in price must, to be 
ellective, be substantial. Now, in the engineering establish- 
ments the wage bill is often reckoned at half the gross value of 
the output. On p. 20 of the employers’ pamphlet it is inciden- 
tally given as no more than 27 per cent. of the gross value of 
the output. Taking the intermediate estimate of 40 per cent. 
of.the gross value of the output, 1t would need a cut at engi- 
neering wages of no less than 50 per cent. in order to enable 
the product to be sold even 20 per cent. cheaper. Do the em- 
ployers suggest that a cut of 50 per cent. in wages is going to 
leave the Home Market as large as before? Is it not evident 
that the very argument in favour of lower prices increasing 
demand depends on the assumption that purchasing power is 
not reduced? It may be desirable to bring about a reduction 
in the cost of production if it can be done without reducing 
income. But it 18 simply suicidal to seek to develop the home 
trade by reducing the incomes of the mass of the people. 

Now, it i8 an extraordinary fact that from the beginning to 
end of the employers’ pamphlet no possible means of reducing 
the cost of production is mentioned other than a reduction of 
wages. 

Is this honest? Is it consistent with the claim (p. 25) to set 
before their workmen '' & comprehensive and reasoned state- 
ment of the case? 


LOWERING THE Cost OF PRODUCTION. 


How can British engineering employers reduce the cost of 
production without reducing anyone's income? First, they 
have to get their materials at the lowest possible cost. Will 
they be lowering their costs by allowing Mr. Lloyd George's 
Government to clap on 50 per cent. duties on all German 
exports, which ought to inelude (as they did before the war) 
iron and steel, timber, and various components? Will it make 
timber and leather, lubricating oil and platinum cheaper to 
the British engineering employer to permit Parliament, by a 
general import duty of 334 per cent. to raise the price of all 
the raw materials and components that come from Russia, 
Poland, Germany, Austria, — Czecho-Slovakia, Hungary. 
Rumania, and the Balkans—not to mention India. Belgium, 
and France—which is what is actually being proposed? ‘Lhe 
workmen have a right to raise such questions when they are 
asked (p. 22) to '' co-operate in reducing the cost of produc- 
tion. Are the British engineering employers taking ali the 
necessary steps to prevent their cost of production being actu- 
ally increased? Or are they inviting the workmen to make up 
by still further reductions of wages for the increase in cost now 
being artifictally produced? 


REDUCTION OF WORKSHOP COSTS. 

but apart from these extraordinary proposals to increase the 
British engineering employers’ cost of production, against 
which it is to be hoped they are vigorously protesting, are 
there no steps to be taken in their own establishments by 
which unnecessary expense could be saved? 

On this point it is difficult to speak without seeming to be 
impertinent, and without giving offence. But the employers 
ask, in effect (p. ) for a frank exchange of views," and it 
would be discourteous not to explain to them what the work- 
men feel on the matter. The British engineering industry is, 
with few exceptions, badly organiscd from one end to the 
ofher. And this is taking no ideal standard, or theoretical 
perfection. Compared with many American establishments, 
and even with the best in this country, the great majority of 
British engineering workshops are badly laid out, often badly 
lighted, inadequately equipped, and, many of them, wastefully 
managed, with the result that time and materials are not used 
to anything like the greatest advantage, and costs are (without 
advantage to the workmen or anybody else) unnecessarily 
raised. 

What can the mere workman know about such things? 
Well, let us call in an authority in matters of engineering, 
Whose capacity to judge no one will dispute— Mr. Michael 
Longridge, late President of the Institution of Mechanical En- 
gineers. Speaking to the employers themselves and their man- 
. agers no longer ago than April, 1917, he declared that: 
Except in a few cases, workshop organisation here has not 
received the attention given to it in America or Germany. 
There are still shops without definite planning of the progress 
of the work, without adequate equipment of Jigs and gauges, 
and without standard shapes of tools or a tool-room; where 
men drift about in search of tools or tackle, or wait in idleness 


for drawings and materials; where machinery is obsolete and 
lights so bad that good work cannot be done if the machinery 
is up to date. Such shops must go. They cannot compete in 
price or quality of work with those in which, what is known 
as ‘scientific management,’ or anything approaching it pre- 
vails; where the progress of every job 18 planned to the last 
detail before it is sent into the works; where machinery 18 80 
arranged that each piece passes through the whole series of 
operations to be performed in its pre-determined order and 
without pause, and is iminediately succeeded by another piece 
to undergo the same cycle of operations; where labourers and 
tackle for fixing the work are ready the moment they are 
wanted; where drawing gauges, and tools properly ground to 
standard shapes come with the work; where cleanliness, light, 
and comfort reign, and where an endeavour is made to get the 
workman to regard his task more as a problem to be solved 
than as a task to be got through.’’* 

Every employer who reads this very authoritative descrip- 
tion of British engineering as a whole will probably resent it 
as @ description of his own establishment. But let hun retlect 
candidly on what he has seen in other engincering establish- 
ments, which he can judge with more impartiality, and we do 
not think he can deny the indictment of the President of the 
Institution of Mechanical Engineers. Conscious as we are 
of each other's infirmities.“ he must admit that many of the 
engineering workshops that he has had occasion to visit fall 
far behind, in efficiency, those which he considers the best. 

It is these defects and deficiencies in the manner in which 
the British engineering employers have laid out and equipped 
their workshops, and the state in which these are allowed to 
continue year after year, that the workmen are now invited to 
make up for in reduction of wages. The employers assert that 
what is hampering them is their high cost of production. To 
seek to lower wages without first stopping the employers’ 
waste is to make the workmen pay for that waste. 


THE WASTE OF FUEL. 

For an instance of faulty management not alluded to by Mr. 
Longridge, take the one item alone of coal consumption, which 
is a standing charge of no small magnitude. As recently as 
1919 the very expert and highly practical Fuel Research Board 
reported that fuel wus being wasted by British manufacturers 
to an almost incredible extent. In the majority of industrial 
undertakings," it was declared, ''a reduction of from 5 to 
20 per cent. could be secured within a year at a relatively 
trifling expenditure on wages and ‘small alterations of 
apparatus.” 

À reduction of or 10 per cent. in the coal bill would be 
worth a great deal. Why not secure it? 


RAILWA RATES. 


Or consider how greatly the cost of production is at present 
increased by the heavy expense incurred by many engineering 
establishments, owing to their locaticn, in the heavy charges 
for carriage on materials and coal inwards, and for carriage of 
their products outward, at railway rates extraordinarily high 
in comparison with what their American, Belgian, German, 
and French competitors are paying. Isit part of the claim of 
the British. engineering. employers that, because their works 
are badly located, or because they have failed to use their 
political power to get these railway rates reduced, or to secure 
the alternative of an efficient canal system, the engineering 
workmen are to make it up to them by accepting lower wages 
—a course which would be suicidal so far as the Home Market 
is concerned, because it would be restricting the very demand 
that it was intended to stimulate? Would it not be better to 
see what can be done to reduce the high railwav charges by 
which, as employers themselves have often declared, British 
industry is handicapped? 

THE BURDEN or TRIBUTE. 

Finally, there is the delicate question of the extent to which 
British engineering industry is charged with rent, interest, 
profits, and managerial salaries. It is sometimes argued— 
indeed, it is implied in the very pamphlet under consideration 
(p. 20)—that ' profits alone represented but a small percentage 
of turnover even though in the aggregate a large sum“; and 
that two very large firms . . . . showed proportion of wages 
to profits of about 10 to 1 in one case and about 12 to 1 in the 
other." This is a very naive and simple error. What is in- 
tended to be implied is that the poor capitalist is getting next 
to nothing out of the business, and that nine-tenths or eleven- 
twelftha of all the net proceeds go to the workinen. The 
workmen, of course, know better—know, in fact, that accord- 
ing to the best available statistics, only about two-fifths of the 
national income goes in the wages of the manual workers, who 
constitute with their families more than four-fifths of the popu- 
lation. The fallacy of the other view lies in excluding from 
profits“ all rents and royalties; all interest on loans and 
debentures: all allocations to reserve for equalising dividends; 
all the various hidden reserves that are periodically distri- 
buted as bonus shares: and, finally, the sums paid to directors 
and managing partners. [t is not contended, of course, that 
the directors and managers can be expected to work without a 
livelihood. It mav even be necessary to remunerate people for 
the act of saving capital in order to invest it; though not neces- 


* Mr. Michael Longridge (presidential address to the Institu- 
tion of Mechanical Engineers, April 90th. 1917). quoted in 
“The Works Manager To-day,” by Sidney Webb, 1918, 
pp. 134-5. 
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sarily to reward them with perpetual annuities for their 
original act lt is, of course, not practicable for any firm 
Immediately to free itself from the burden of rent, &c. But it 
may well be that some particular estabhshment, or even the 
British engineering industry as à whole, finds itself saddled, by 
inheritance from the past, with a dead-weight burden of rents 
and royalties, or loan and debenture interest—even of 
" capital" watered by bonus shares— which its present busi- 
ness is unable to bear. At any rate, it is plain. that it would 
be necessary to make the amount of this " dead-weight 
burden " (for which the workinen clearly have no liability) a 
subject for statistical investigation, before the allegation that 
there Was no profit, or every little profit, left for distribution 
as dividend to the ordinary sharehotders could be accepted as 
having any bearing on the question of Whether the industry 
could or could not continue to pay its present wages. It may 
be that the burden of the tribute which industry pays to 
ownership will have to be reduced. When a company finds 
itself over-capitalised "it has to reconstruct." 
CONCLUSION. 

Only one word need be added. It will be seen that, in the 
workinen's view, the employers! pamphlet is far from being 
the comprehensive and reasoned statement’? that it claims 
(p. 25) to be. [t does not afford any of the statistical data 
necessary for the " frank exchange of views " that the em- 
plovers Invite. It gives neither the amount of their costs nor 
that of their sales, still less does it afford any analysis of the 
several items; so that it fails to present even the beginning of 
a Case for any reduction of wages. The employers ure invited, 
in repiv, to put their cards on the table. lf they claim that 
their industry is, at the existing rates of wages, actually insol- 
vent, let the figures be produced and authenticated which 
prove this to be the case; and let some explanation then be 
wiven of the current Stock Exchange Aci for their 
shares. 

When this is done the Conference could next inquire under 
what d:tnculties the export trade now sullers and by what 
means It could be increased—leading, it is suggested, to issues 
of foreign. policy und fiscal changes, which it would be neces- 
sary to explore. The Home Market. which is of such great 
(and possibly growing) importance to the engineering industr Y, 
could then be considered, when the employers would doubtless 
afford the statistical material for an examination of the growth 
of the several branches of this trade, and would explore the 
hindrances to its further development. 

In so far as it seemed useful, for the sake of increasing sales. 
to reduce the cost of production, inquiry could then be made 
how this could be done, without anything so suicidal as a re- 
duction of wages. Such matters as the circumstances enhanc- 
ing the price of materials and components; the wasteful eon- 
sumption of fuel; the disadvantages of workshop location, 
equipment, lighting, and organisation; the burdens on the in- 
dustry such as railway charges, local rates, rents, and interest, 
Ke.., w ould be relevant. 

In a frunk exchange of views "' on these subjects, the re- 
Dc UMS eS of the workmen would gladly co-operate as 
invited. 


NOTES ON ELECTRICITY IN SWITZERLAND.“ 


e 
As is the case in England, Switzerland bas suffered in the 
past from too great a Variety in the systems adopted for the 
supply of electricity. During the great European war, now- 
ever, great strides were made in the direction of standardisa- 
tion in that country. 

The new standard of distribution is three- phase with a 
periodicity of 50 cycles and the normal supply is at either 
127 volts, 220 volts, or 381 volts, and in certain special cases 
660 volts. "EE railway work, the single-phase system is stan- 
Pn with an overhead collector at 15,000 voits and a 
requency of 163 evcles. For town and suburban tramways 
direct current is used at 600 or 1,200 volts; and 2,400 volts 
in the country extensions of the tramways. 

The two-rate system of charging, with clockwork echange- 
over meters, is almost universally emploved. During the 
period of maximum demand the rate charged for domestic pur- 
poses is from 40 to 60 centimes per kWh. During the re- 
mainder of the day the charges vary from 15 to 25 centimes 
per kWh. 

One of the first extra-high-pressure transmission systems in 
the country is now in course of erection. The svstem will 
be operated at 135,000 volts, and is intended chiefly for con- 
necting up the large power stations, though, in addition, it 
is also proposed to export electric. power to neighbouring 
countries. The principal electric power stations in Switzer- 
land are the Nordost-Schweizerische Kraftwerke at Baden of 
about 120,000 installed turbine h.p. (not all available owing 
to lack of water) and the Bernische Kraftwerke at Berne of 
about 110.000 h.p. 

It 1s an interesting feature, that the Swiss power stations 
have the most power available in the summer months and 
not in the winter. This ijs due to the fact that the water 


* Written by R. -Balas Matthews, M. I. E. E., kes, 
E.D.A. 
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supply is obtained from the melting snow.. More attractive 
rates are accordingly offered to summer customers, including 
farmers. Most of the power stations are 1n a very awkward 
position this year on account of the lack of snow. during the 
past winter; river beds are drier than they have ever been 
in the recollection of tlie present generation; and lake levels 
have fallen to such an extent as to expose the remains of 
old-world villages and monuments. The power stations already 
have had to announce considerable restrictions in. the supply 
to customers. In the lower part of the Engadine valley, steam 
locomotives are being used, owing to lack of power for the 
electric locomotives, which supplanted the steam engines a 
lew years ago. 

In agriculture, very great progress has been made in the 
various applications of elec tricity. ‘This evidently has been 
the case in nearly all the non-belligerent countries dur- 
ing the great European war. Electric motors are used 
extensively in the farm buildings; as an illustration cf 
this it may be mentioned that at the beginning of the war 
250 electric motor installations were in use on farms around 
Lucerne—to-day over 1,000 farmers in the neighbourhood of 
the city ure using electric motors. The size of the motor 
employed is chiefly 3-h.p., three-phase, 50 cycles; the norma! 
range of sizes being from 2 to 3 h.p. This is much smaller 
than the average size of motor employed by Danish farmers. 
Which is 10 h.p. These motors are usually of the portable 
type, in which case the starter 1$ verv neatly and compactly 
mounted on the top of the motor. Ihe motor is connected 
to the source of supply by 12 metres of-4-core flexible cable. 
one of the cores being the earth wire. The motor is either 
htted with a pair of metal stretcher bars to enable it io be 
transported by two men. or else it is mounted on a small 
truck. While each farmer owns his own electric moter, it 
scenis quite a common practice for several farmers to combine 
to purchase the machines to be driven by these motors, such 
as root-pullers, chaff-cutters, and the like. This is contrary to 
eustom in other countries, except in the case of large 
machines, such as thrashers. Some very unportant expeti- 
mental work in connection with the drying of hay has been 
carried out by Herr Director Ringwald of the Central Seuwer 
zerische Kraftwerke, Lucerne. However, its adoption by 
farmers is only just commencing. It may be mentioned that 
the chief credit for the development. of applications. of cke 
tricity to farming in Switzerland may practicaily be aù 
ascribed to the initiative and energy of Herr Director Ring- 
wald. The possibility of obtaining a supply of electricity 
on the farms has caused a number cf farmers to start 
up various rural industries, such as cider making. Sume 
of the larger cider makers are empleving electric vehicles for 
the transport of their cider and general farm produce. Very 
little has been done in Switzerland in connection. with the 
application of electricity to agriculture for work outside the 
actual farm buildings. This is largely due to the fact that 
there are no very large farms in the country, in fact, the 
owner of a herd of 30 cows or of 100 hectares (250 acres) of 
land is considered to be a large farmer. Further, the practice 
of growing fruit trees out in the fields amidst the crops almost 
prohibits electro-mechanical ploughing and cultivation in many 
parts of the country. 

Electro-culture of crops has only been carried out on a 
small experimental scale at Lucerne by the aid of a Tesla 
transformer operating at 20,000 and at 30,000 volts. Offers 
have been made to local farmers of a free trial installation, 
but so far nobody has been found enterprising enough to take 
up the matter, although the preliminary experiments were 
so successful. Electric pumps for the Irrigation of fields and 
also for distributing liquid manure are in use on quite a 
number of farms. Electrically heated incubators have estab- 
lished themselves as successful pieces of apparatus, and there 
are at least two companies manufacturing them. Freehold 
pole rights are easily obtainable nowadays on payment. of 
from 10 to 30 frances for ordinary poles, and about 50 to Nu 
francs for a tower. 

Altogether Swiss electrical manufacturers report a very big 
business in the supply of electric motors and other apparatus 
specifically for use in agriculture. Of course coal and oi! 
have been and are very expensive and difficult to obtain; but 
on the other hand, the prices charged for electricity to farmers 

—according to English ideas—are very high. The under:yinz 
secret of ‘the success of electricity is very evident not its 
cheapness as a form of power supply, but rather the discovery 
by farmers, that it is so very much more convenient. econe- 
mises labour, und accomplishes better work than any other 
method. 


Chalk as Fuel.-—Recent advertisements in the daily 


Presa have drawn attention to a new fuel, of which the essential 
constituents appear to be chalk and cinders, blended with a rich 
carbonaceous material." the invention consisting in certain aecret 
processes, To engineers we need not say another word on the 
subject. We note, however. with a sense of relief, that the 
financial experta are giving a very cool reception to the proepectna. 
and are criticising the offer severely. While they do not touch the 
matter on the chemical side. they find ample scope for criticiem in 
the prospectus itself. and after reading their commenta, even the 
most ardent investor with money to burn will have only himself to 
blame if he cannot keep it in his pocket. 
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NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS AND PLANT. 


Readers are invited to submit particulars of new or improved devices and apparatus, which will be published 
` Af considered of sufficient interest. ! 


The Reflex -Pendulum Control. 


When unification of workmen’s registers. was first attempted, 
the electric clock maker proceeded to do so by substituting 
for the spring-driven clock work, an electrical step-by-step 
or impulse movement. Such a substitution avoids the neces- 
sity of winding, but introduces other troubles, because the 
comparatively low power of the impulse movement leaves 
little margin for stitf places which occur in the clock mech- 
anism from time to time as the register is used. 

The next step to overcome some of these possibilities was 
to "scape"' the existing mechanism electrically. By this 
method the pendulum was removed, and an electrical scaping 
mechanism substituted, which, operating every half-minute 
by means of the time circuit, allowed the clock train to run 
on in half-minute intervals. This principle is sound and 
practical, but still it does not remove the possibility of a stop- 
page if the time circuit is interrupted. 

In the Reflex pendulum control, made by Messrs. 
Gent & Co., LID., Faraday Works, Leicester, nothing is re- 
moved from the register, but an addition is made thereto 
in the form of the Reflex control mechanism. This con- 
sists of two main parts, one the “ vibrator,“ which is clipped 
to the pendulum rod, no drilling or tooling being necessary. 
The other part, or ''stator," is screwed to the woodwork of 
the register by wood screws or by nuts and bolts, us may be 
desirable. The register is wound up” in the usual way. 
It operates by the clock work exactly as supplied by the 
maker, but by the Reflex movement, the pendulum is 
compelled to keep time with the transmitter controlling the 
time circuit of the factory and the other clocks in the circuit. 
The pendulum should be so rated that the clock does not 
gain." [t must be given a slightly losing rate, but need 
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Fic. 1.—Tae ‘ RErLEX " PENDULUM CONTROL. ` 


not be set to lose more than two minutes per day of 24 hours. 
So effective is the Reflex control that, in a pendulum 
beating 88 per minute, as is the case with some of the best- 
known makes of recorders, it will effectively deal with a loss 
of as much as ten minutes per day. an 

Among the advantages claimed for the device are that it 
can be removed entirely in five minutes, and if the electrical 
time circuit is thrown out of commission, the register does 
not stop, but carries on as a separate mechanical unit, and 
is not affected in any way except that it is no longer under 
electrical control, so that this does not materially interfere 
with the costing and checking ,system. 

We are informed that many firms have already adopted the 
'* Reflex control on their existing time circuits. 


A Corrosion-proof Switch, 


There has always been great difficulty in designing a switch 
which will be efficient in operation, strong and so proof against 
corrosive atmosphere as to protect the ends of the cables and 
the working parts of the switch against damage. 

A switch of an entirely novel design is now being marketed 
by the St. HELENS CABLE & Russer Co., LrD., of Warrington, 
for use in connection with their well-known C.T.S. wiring 
system in corrosive situations. This switch (fig. 2) consists 
of an outer box of cast-iron containing an ebonite bell-shaped 
cover, inside which is mounted an ordinary 5-A tumbler 
switch in an upside-down position. This means that instead 
of the switch being operated by moving a dolly or other lever 
handle, the circuit is made or broken by moving the switch 
itself (under the ebonite bell), whilst the dolly is fixed to the 


following :— 


bottom of the outer box. When the switch is wired up and 
fixed in position a quantity of special sealing compound is 
poured into the box (to a height regulated by an overflow 
hole in the latter) which has the effect of forming an air-lock 
in the upper part of the ebonite cover and completely isolating 
the vital parts from the outer corrosive atmosphere. 


zu i 
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Fic. 2.— ST. HELENS CORROSION-PROOF SWITCH. 


The switch is very strongly constructed to withstand the 
hard usage often encountered in the positions for which it 
has been devised, and this fixture, in conjunction. with the 
soundness of the design, would appear to make it extremely 


suitable. 
A New Wiring System. | 


We have received from Messrs. FAULKNER & Co., 5, Market 
Street, Manchester, particulars of their Woods’s wiring system 
for lead-covered cables. The system consists of 2-, 3-, and 
4-way soft metal bonds for fixing behind ceiling roses or . 
switches, and for junctions a neat cast aluminium box is 
made in 3 and 4 ways. The main feature of the bonding is 
that no screws or clips are used and, when fixed to awkward 
positions like ceilings, it reduces the time required for fixing, 
which is a great consideration. Its simplicity should com- 
mend it to all who are engaged on contracting for the new 
houses under the housing schemes. "a 

A Bedside Tea Table. 

Furniture designed especially to bear or contain domestic 
electrical appliances is too rarely seen having regard to the 
position electricity has attained. It is an inherent quality of 
electricity that it can be used with safety in all sorts of posi- 
tions, it gives off no fumes, and is essentially clean. E 

With these points in mind it is pleasing to hear of a tea 
table for use in a bedroom. This piece of furniture 
is made by THE CHARUENT Co., TaD., Bank Chambers, 
109-111, New Oxford Street, W.C.1. It is a beautiful example 
of cabinet making, and is constructed in mohogany or onk. 
The front and top are hinged, and the top is supported by 
closing-in struts. The base of the inside is of white vitreous 
material; and the sides bear books uven which cups mav be 
hung. At the back of the cabinet is a tin-lined box, in which 
biscuits may be kept. The table is connected up to a lamp 
holder or wall plug by flex, which is led into a switch under- 
neath the cabinet and therefore invisible. A kettle, toaster. or 
other appliance may be placed inside. and the whole when 
closed up is of very attractive appearance. 


Electrical Installations in the United States.— E/«rica! 
Merchandising gives some interesting statistica relating to light- 
ing installations in the U.S.A., from which we extract the 


Total number of residences ... avs eee * 20,481.700 
Residences using electric light in 1970 „ 6.517, 600 
Residences using electric light in 1925 (estimated) 10,170,000 
Business premises using electrical apparatus in 

1920 ... is te S s ecc eee 1,075,900 
Business premises using electrical apparatus in 
1925 (estimated) ... 2.600.000 
Number of farms in U.S.A. ... ois sae .. 6,362,502 
Farms which are now using electric light and 
power see 799 . ... 340,000 
Number of electricity supply stations in the U. J. A. 5 726 
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NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1921. 
(NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 


Compiled expressly for this journal by Messrs. Ssr10n-Jongs, O'DELL AND 
STEPHENS, Chartered Patent Agents, 285, High Holborn, London, W. C. I. 


13,081. * Primary and secondary batteries." J. T. Niblett. May 17th. 
13.682. Means for regulating current for electric welding apparatus.” 
A. C. Giles and Shipley Tank 10 Ltd. May 127th. 

13.714. Electric controlling devices." M. Walker. May 17th. 
„ 13.730. Apparatus for heating forgings, &c., by electricity." Dagobert 
limar & Co. May 17th. (Germany, December 22nd, 1920.) 

13,731. Electric rivet heaters." E. Schroder. May 17th. 

13.7561. Electric energy control systems," II. J. Brearey. May 17th. 
13,762. *' Electric liquid-heating appliances." E. Richter. May 17th. 
13.77 . " Electric lighting of vehicles, &c." H. C. Crews. May 17th. 
13,794. " Magnetic material for loading telephone and telegraph conduc- 
"x Western Electric Co., Ltd. (Western Electric Co., Inc.). May 17th. 
13.804. Electrically-controlled locks." H. France and E. G. Mitchell. 


13,809. ''Stranded cables." R. W. Midgley, Sir C. A. Parsons, and J. 
Rosen. May 17th. 

13.815. Connecting additional transformers to a supply circuit." Siemens- 
Schuckertwerke. May 17th. (Germany. May 14th, 1920.) 

13,816. * Vacuum rectifiers.” Siemens-Schuckertwerke. May 17th. (Ger- 
many, May 15th, 1929.) : 

824. '' Apparatus for starting synchronised non-synchronous motors.” 
Compagnie Générale Electrique. May 17th. (France, October 6th, 1920.) 
13.825. Methods for parallel coupling of generators of polyphase current.“ 
Compagnie Générale Electrique. May 17th. (France, October 6th, 1929.) 

13,831. ''Automatic exchange telephone system.” H. Baron (F. Alden- 
dorff). May 17th. f 
13.865. Transformer windings.” F. Haberle and Sachsenwerk-Licht-und 
Kraft Akt.-Ges. May 17th. (Germany, May 25th, 1920.) 

13,866. '' Electric locomotives.” W. S. Mundle and R. L. Stanbrook. 


ge Telephone automatic burglar and fire alarm.” T. H. White. 


13.909. Variable vibratory contact devices for electric circuits." G. P. 
90 pat R. Quain. May 18th. 

3.910. Electric heating-elements." J. J. J. M. Kluijt d Phi-Kapp: 
Syndicate, Ltd. May ish, Jede M ARE ae 
13,932. “ Indicator for electric circuits." J. Atkins. May 18th. 

13,936. *'' Electric generators." J. R. Middleton and Watts, Williams and 
Co.. Ltd. May 18th. 

13,952. “ SED seceiving systeins." British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 
(General Electric Co.). ay 18th. 

13,953. “ Electric switches." British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (General 
Electric Co.). May ]8th. 


13,954. “ Commutators for dynamo-electric machines, &c." H. J. Curtis. 
Mav 18th. 

13.958. Electric bell pushes, &c." G. Wallace. May 18th. 

13,961. *'' Electric butt-welding and tubing produced thereby." A. E. 
Sic Ms Iron & Steel Co.). May 18th. . 

971. feans for limiting ch f speed i l ing-c - 

vaters.“ T. F. Wall. May E ange of spe in alternating-current gene 
13.977. Thermionic devices." H. J. Round. May 18th. 
13,997. Chains for electroliers, &c." T. Hollis. May 19th. 
14.029. Electrical resistances.” J. S. Stone. May 19th. 
14,040. “Telephone transmitter — mouth-pieces." L. van 
Western Electric Co., Ltd. May 19th. 
14,042. “ Sparking plugs?” H. A. Hands and J. Ward. May 19th. 
14.052. Thermionic valves for wireless signalling, &c." H. St. J. de A. 
Donisthorpe. May 19th. 
1 " Single-phase short-circuited motors." P. R. Elnegaard. May 


14,063. “ Amplifying svstems." British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (Gene- 
ral Electric Co.). May 18th. 


10 e " Means for ploughing with electric tractor." P. Roulph. May 
14.066. Protective devices for electric circuits." — Metropolitan-Vickers 
Electrical Co., Ltd. May 19th. (United States, June 9th, 1920.) 
14.067. Thermal relays." Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. May 
19th. (United States, June 9th, 1920.) 
14.079. '' Submarine, &c., electric cables.“ H. W. Sullivan. Mav 19th. 
14,085. '' Electric switches." H. C. Gover. May 20th. : 

14,143. *'' Electron-discharge apparatus.“ British Thomson-Houston Co., 
Ltd. (General Electric Co.). May 20th. 
14.144. “ Incandescent electric lamps, &c. O. Oberlander. May 20th. 
14,149. *' Regeneration of spent electrical dry cells." H. E. Coley and 

W. H. Frampton. May 90th. 


14.151. *' Electric current regulating devices." W. H. Gl f 
Glaser, Ltd. May 20th. i AMD r 

14.163. Means for regulating speed of electrical machines.“ Ges fur 
Drahtlose Telegraphie, May 20th. (Germany, August 9th, 1920.) 


14,194. t Miners’ electric h d l SU A. E. l i x 
May 2st. ee Angold and A. H. Railing 


Rutten and 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS, 


The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


A914. 


1 Measuring of continuous electric current.“ Besag. August 20th, 


A910. 


5,524. “ Arc light electrode with capillary passages." Planiawerke Akt.- 
Ges. fur Kohlen-Fabrikation. September 13th, 1915. (Addition to 16,364/15.) 


(101,471.) 
2929. 

23.722. *' Incandescent electric lamps." L. A. de Decker. September 26th, 
1919. (162.686.) 

24.582. ‘ Electric switches particularly applicable to alarm circuits.” 
T. B. Harris. October 8th, 1919. (162,689 .) 

25.628. Vacuum tubes." Siemens & Halske Aktiengesellschaft. October 
30th. 1919. (Germany, June 21st, 1916.) (134,542.) 

28,706. '' Electricity meters.“ W. Lawson. November 19th, 1919. (102.702. 

30.062. “ Windings of alternating current dynamo-electric machines.” 
British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd., F. H. Clough, and H. W. Taylor. De- 
cember 2nd, 1919. (162,707.) 

30.161. '' Thermionic devices for use as amplifiers. relays, detectors, and 
the like," J. Scott-Taggart. December 3rd, 1919. (162,710.) 

30.295. Block thermo-insulation material." T. B. Munroe. 
1919. (141.322) 

30.604. '' Ignition devices for internal combustion engines." Telegraph 
Condenser Co., Ltd.. and W. J. Cole. December 6th, 1919. (162.711.) 

32.40. Electric heaters.” I.. M. Waterhouse. Simplex Conduits, Ltd., 
and H. F. McLoughlin. December 29th, 1919. 1162.715.) 

32,523. '' Electro-magnetic impulse mechanism.” C. L. Walker. December 
29th, 1919. (162,716.) 

Em Dynamo: electric power plant." M. Harris. December 29th, 1919. 
(162,717. 


April 3rd, 


1920. 


244. '' Electro-magnetic devices for controlling alternating-current dynamo- 
electric machines.” British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd., and H. W. Taylor. 
January 3rd, 1920. (162,731.) 

J385. "' Anti-vibrators for incandescent electrice lampe.“ 
N. R. Booth. January 6th, 1929. (162,735) 

1,941. ** Electric heating element." H. J. 
1920. (162,737.) 

2,133. '' Automatic telephone systems." Automatic Telephone Manufactur- 
ing Co., Ltd., and J. Savin. January 23rd, 1920. (162,739.) 

2,395. '' Apparatus for protecting metal-vapour rectifiers.” 
Akt.-Ges, March 3rd, 1919. (139,756.) 

2.850. Inter communication or like telephones." W. Stott and Telephone 
Manufacturing Co. (1920), Ltd. January 29th, 1920. (162,748.) 

2,991. '' Protective devices for alternating«urrent electric supply systems. 
Sicmens-Schuckertwerke Ges. November 26th, 1918. (138,367.) 

2.957. Electrical systems of power transmission and regenerative bruk- 
ing." British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (General Electric Co.). January 
30th, 1920. (162.755.) 

3.068. Wireless transmitters." W. T. 


E. Booth and 
Dean-Osgood. January 1lith, 


Gleichrichter 


Ditcham. January 31st, 1920. 
3.069. Wireless transmitters." W. T. Ditcham. January Ilst, 1920. 


3.081. Cooling arrangements for dynamo-electrical machinery." Siemens- 
Schuckertwerke Ges. October 7th, 1915. (138,613.) 

3,218. Reception of continuous waves in wireless telegraphy.” X. K 
Macrorie and W. A. Appleton. February 2nd, 1920. (162,770.) 

3.222. Low-frequency amplification in electrical circuits for use in Wireless 
telegraphy and telephony." A. K. Macrorie and S. li. Long. February 2nd, 
1920. (102,771.) 

3,223. *'' Holders for electric valves used in wireless telegraphy.” A. K. 
Macrorie and H. Morris-Mrey.. February 2nd, 1920. (162,772.) 

3,224. Thermionic valves and their circuits for use in Wireless tele- 
graphy and telephony." A. K. Macrorie and H. Morris-Airey. February And. 
1920. (1602,773.) 

3,307. "' Electrically driven machines.“ 
February 3rd, 1920. (102,777.) 

3.358. Transmitters for wirdess telephony." A. K. Macrorie and C. A. 
Irving. February 3rd, 1920. (162,781.) 

3,462. '''' Microphones." A. G. T. Cusins, W. S. Tucker, and E. T. Paris. 
February 4th, 1920. (162,791.) 

3,498. “ Electrical transformer arrangements." F. E. Berry. February 4th, 
1929. (162,794.) 

3,990. ''Ignition systems for internal-combustion engines." Dayton Ea- 
gineering Laboratories Co. November llth, 1918. (138,646.) 

3,027. *' Electric couplings for sparking plugs and the like.” J. E. Bar- 
rows. February 6th, 1920. (Cognate application 8,518/20.) (162,804.) 

3,776. '' Means for connecting electric light and power cables with junctior 
boxes, distribution boxes, and the like." R. S. Wood. February 7th, 122. 
(162,814.) 

4,085. Electric switches." British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (Genera! 
Electric Co.). February 10th, 1920. (162,820.) 

4.411. Protective arrangement for electric. distribution and transmission 
systems.“ Callender’s Cable & Construction Co., Ltd., and P. V. Hunte 
February 13th, 1920. (162,828.) 

4.640. Electrical switches." Midland Electric Manufacturing Co., Li, 
and H. E. Sutherland. February l6th, 1920. (162,83".) S. We 

A . vir. 


4.661. Electric lighting of motor cycle combinations.” 
February 16th, 1920. (18. 834.) 

4.715. Electric transformers.“ Hackbridge Cable Co., Ltd., and W. C. 
Kennett. February 16th, 1920. (162. 836.) 

3.127. Sparking plugs for internal combustion engines." M. MacGregor. 
February 20th, 1920. (162.84 1.) 

5,619. Electric lamps."  Efandem Co., Ltd., and A. H. Williams. Feb 
ruary 25th, 1920. (162, 848.) 

6.082. Electric switches.“ R. K. Damey and C. A. Damey. Febcuars 
28th. 1920. (162,858.) 

6.661. Sparking plugs for internal-combustion engines." B. Hopps and 
A. M. Lodge. March 4th, 1920. (162,868.) 

7,517. Ignition devices for internal-combustion engines and the like." 
W. Pickard and D. R. Dobson. March 13th, 1990. (162,879.) 

7,737. ''Sparking plugs." G. Calvert. March 15th, 1920. (Cognate ap- 
plication No. 24.675,20.) (162,880.) 

8,692. * Vehicular lamps, searchlights, and other lamps.” 
(Wood Corporation). March 24th, 1920. (162.889.) 

10,835. '' Tungsten alloys particularly for electric lamp filaments." British 
Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (General Electric Co.). April 19th, 1920. (162,907 ) 

2.029. Electric heating appliances." Thermos Akt.-Ges. December 5th, 
1914. (142,506.) 

12,104. Electric power transmission systems." E. M. Fraser. September 
19th, 1919. (151,580.) 

12.549. Protective apparatus for alternating current systems.“ A. H. 
Railing, C. C. Garrard, and A. E. McColl. May 6th. 1920. (162,919.) 

12.599. Method of driving electric centrifugal machines having mechanical 
unloaders." W. Hunt (S. S. Hepworth Co. and E. M. Mackintosh). May 6:h, 
1920. (162,920.) 

13,212. *' Glass reflecting globe for electric safety or similar lamps.” A. G. 
Gullifrod. May 13th, 1920. (162,925.) 

13,359. “ Electric switches." E. T. R. Murray and G. F. Shotter. May 
14th, 1919. (143,263.) 

13,410. “ Electric lanterns or the like." Veritys, Ltd., and F. W. Thorpe. 
May 15th, 1920. (162,926.) 

13.671. Manufacture and production of a material suitable for use as an 
insulator for electrical purposes." H. Herrmann. November 7th, 1919. 
(153,884.) 

13,841. '' Trunk circuits more particularly for automatic or semi-automatic 
telephone systems." Automatic Telephone Manufacturing Co., Ltd. Sep- 
tember 18th, 1919. (151,237.) 

14,357. “ Sound amplifier." P. R. Gonsky. May 96th, 1920. (162.939) 

15,180. ‘* Electrically-operated indicator or annunciator apparatus." Siemens 
Bros. & Co., Ltd., and L. de M. G. Ferreira. June 4th. 1920. (162.949.) 

16,095. Radio transmitters." Marconi’ Wireless Telegraph Co., Ltd. 
June 14th, 1919. (145,040.) 

16.747. Electrical distribution and power transmission systems.” Igranic 
Electric Co., Ltd. (Cutler Hammer Manufacturing Co.). June 21st, 19X. 
(162,961.) e 

17,591. “ Thermallv-controlled electric circuit interrupters.”  Igranic Ele- 
tric Co., Ltd. (Cutler Hammer Manufacturing Co.). June 28th, 1920. (102.955. 

17,611. ''Sparking plugs for internal-combustion engines." Soc. H. Trente- 
livres et Cie. May 28th, 1914. (146,262.) 

17,843. Electric generators." J. W. Torrance and J. M. Torrance. June 
30th, 1920. (162,966.) 

19,166. *' Apparatus for the electrical long-distance control of the valve gear 
of a hydraulic gun-pointing gear." F. Krupp Akt.-Ges, December 4th, 1916. 
(Addition to 147.126.) (147. 127.) 

19.528. Automatic starters for electric motors." F. Krupp Akt.-Ges. 
May 5th, 1919. (147,591.) 

19.757. Electrical high-frequency current transformers." Ges fur Drahtlose 
Telegraphie. July 29th, 1915.  (147.754.) 

22.383. ‘ Electric light sconce fittings." S. W. Hamlyn. July 27th, 1920. 
(162,980.) 

22,563. '' Electro-magnetically operated controlling devices."  Igranic Elec 
tric Co., Ltd. (Cutler Hammer Manufacturing Co.). July 29th, 1920. (162.981. 

24.942. Means for operating constant voltage circuits from variahle-spec! 
dvnamos." Edison Accumulators, Ltd., and J. F. Monnot. August 28th, 1920. 
(162,092.) 

20,952. '' Sparking plugs." C. Chollet and G. Lepape. October 22nd, 1919. 
(152,968.) 

34.903. '' Mercury switches for electrical apparatus," K. Kaisser. Decem- 
ber 15th, 1919. (155, 256.) 


E. H. Harman and E. Le Bas. 
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ELECTRICITY SUPPLY ‘PROBLEMS. 


Nisi wee the Electricity Commissioners vii: sit. in 
London—appr opriately at the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers—to deal with the biggest and most difficult 
problem that has yet come before them, namely, the 
electricity supply of the Metropolis itself. Until quite 
recently, it appeared that to thrash out the very com- 
plicated questions, of the. gravest importance, that 
would be raised at this Inquiry would involve .an enor- 
mous amount of labour and time, and that the sittings 
would extend over several weeks, but we have reason 
to suspect that the major questions will simply be 
shelved and that, instead of the comprehensive scheme 
originally put forward by the joint committee of en- 
gineers, a comparatively modest programme of linking- 

up and local extension will be submitted for considera- 


tion. 


If this be the case, the piede will be "d 


shortened, and the situation . will. not.. be . materially 
changed from that which existed prior to the Act of 


1919. That, apparently, is what always happens when 


the London problem is discussed, whether in Parliament 


or out of it— plus ca change, plus c'est la méme chose. 
It is the line of least resistance, and it. saves much 
trouble. That policy, however, does not carry us far 
on the road to reform and unification, nor does it for 
one moment delay the efflux of time, which is steadily 
marching on towards the fateful year 1931, when some- 
thing will have to be done. Indeed, umess drastic steps 
are taken long before that date, the electricity supply 
of the greater part of London will sink into a deplor- 
able state, for no company can afford to spend money 
on improvements and extensions from which no material 
return can be hoped for, in the face of the conditions 
of purchase which Hike: die sword of Damocles nang 
over them. | : 
With the power companies the case is different, and 
if it be true that an emasculated scheme is to be put 


forward, it is to be regretted that the County of Lon- 


don Co. was not permitted to proceed last year with 
the erection of the station at Barking, which, presum- 
ably, it will now be authorised to do. | 
Broadly reviewing the position of electricity supply 
throughout the country, it will be seen that with a few 
important exceptions, development has made but little 
progress since the Armistice. We all hoped for great 
things from the 1919 Act, and the establishment of a 
first-class Board of Electricity Commissioners, but the 
task set before them was too great to be accomplished 
within a few years; that is not the fault of the Com- 
missionets, whose labours have been unceasing—it is 
the result of circumstances which: hamper their efforts 
and tie their hands. Chief of these is the political 
element which has always entered so largely into the 
conduct of electricity supply in this country, and which 
is bound up with the individualism innate in the heart 
not only of every true Briton, but also of every British 
Community. These factors were very plainly manifest 
at the West Riding Inquiry, where Leeds would not 


[787] D 


* 
* 
S 

i 
a 
4 

t 
H 

4 


788 


THE. ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol. 88, No. 2,272, JUNE 10, 1931. 


act with Bradford and the Conference; the Conference 
would not act with the power company, though willing 
to swallow it; and the company saw no reason for im- 
molating itself on the altar of imunicipalism, while 
quite a considerable number of minor local authorities 
held aloof from all the parties. But for the obstacle 
presented by the fetish of public ownership," the 
West Riding problem could have been settled off-hand ; 
and but for the individualism of the big towns, a far 
stronger case could have been presented for public 
ownership. As it is, the case for the power company, 
partly through its possession of the field, its admittedly 
high reputation for just dealing and public spirit, and 
its unity, partly through the dissensions of its rivals, 
their inability to produce the necessary capital, and 
their admissions that the company can quite readily 
do all that is needed, is so strong that, if the Commis- 
sioners do not entrust it with the work of development, 
the conclusion that political influences have been too 
powerful for them, and engineering and commercial 
considerations have had to be sacrificed, will be unavoid- 
able. 

Those who, in season and out of season, subordinate 
technical to political considerations and desire to per- 
petuate municipal ownership under the new régime, 
would do well to weigh the situation very carefully 
before they commit their protégés to heavy responsi- 
- bilities. That the present and prospective demand 
(apart from strikes) for electricity supply is insistent 
and increasing is proved by reference to our reports 
from all sources, municipal and private; can it be 
better met by public ownership, or by private enter- 
prise? We submit that the former is always handi- 
capped. In the first place, the directors are not 
experts in the business, and even if they acquire a 
working knowledge of it in the course of time, they are 
always liable to be dismissed from office at elections. 
They are responsible for their actions to the localities 
from which they receive their mandates, and therefore 
have not a free hand to develop the business irrespective 
of persons and places; and as municipal representatives 
they have no more inducement to develop the less 
densely populated areas than a company would have. 

A company, of course, must first of all provide a 
satisfactory return upon the capital invested by its 
shareholders; but so likewise must a public authority, 
which has to find the interest on the borrowed capital, 
and a sinking fund as well. Excessive dividends can 
easily be prevented in well-known ways, and in these 
days it would b» nonsense to pretend that a great public 
company, subject to these restrictions, either would or 
could ‘‘ exploit "' the community for its own ends—such 
an attempt would court disaster. Private enterprise 
avoids all risk of coming on the rates (a bogy that 
is constantly being raised nowadays), and actually can 
raise capital more readily than big municipalities (for 
proof see our news columns during the past year); it 
is free from those jealousies which are the curse of all 
attempts at publie co-operation, and it ensures con- 
tinuitv of management under the control of professional 
experts. It is, in fact, a business proposition." 

It seems to us that the most rational and beneficial 
system to adopt is on the following lines: To appoint 
a Joint Electricity Authority for each district, to exer- 
cise general supervision, and advise the Electricity 
Commissioners; to entrust the generation and main 
transmission to the existing power companies under 
suitable safeguards; and to leave the distribution of 
electricity in the hands of the local authorities, who 
already possess it in the great majority of cases. 

By such a system the great objections which are con- 
stantly being raised by either side against the elaborate 
schemes that have been and are being put forward would 
be disposed of; rapid progress in the development of 
bulk supply would be assured; the work of the Com- 
missioners would be lightened, and no risk would fall 
upon the rates—the fear of which, whether justified 
or not, is proving a serious obstacle to the formation of 
Joint Authorities with executive functions, 


We have placed before our readers 

Engineering during the last few weeks the state- 
Wages. ments issued by the Engineering Unions 

and the Employers’ Federations re- 

specting the state of the industry and the necessity for 
reductions in wages. During the past week matters 
have been carried further than the pamphleteering 
stage, meetings between representatives of both sides 
having taken place on Friday and Saturday last. Un- 
fortunately, however, no settlement was reached, and 
at the time of writing, while the coal strike is still in 
progress, and widespread trouble threatens the textile 
industries of the nation, the engineering situation also 
looks very unproniising. It was stated in the Press 
on Monday that the employers had decided to post 
notices on Tuesday intimating the reduction which, 
as we have previously intimated, has been proposed 
to the unions. Their official announcement stated that 
they had been ‘‘ compelled, in the interests of the in- 
dustry, and with a view to reducing unemployment 
by being able to quote for contracts at a less cost of 
production,’’ to post these notices. We read that on 
May 12th a meeting attended by over 200 trade-union 
representatives was held at York, at which employers, 
when intimating that they were willing to discuss with 
the unions the manner in which the reduction should 
be applied and the period over which it should be 
spread, proposed that 3s. to time-workers and 73 per 
cent. to pieceworkers should be taken off in June, and 
a similar amount in July, and that the 123 per cent. 


to timeworkérs and 74 per cent. to pieceworkers, 
Ministry of Munitions bonuses, should be taken off in 
September. 

At last week's conferences, according to the Daily 
Telegraph, the unions suggested a modification of the 
employers’ position, and the employers, having regard 
tu the modifications which they had already made and 
with the desire to make the application of the reduction 
as easy as possible, asked the unions to agree in prin- 
ciple to discuss the manner in which the reduction 
should be applied. After consultation with the main 
body of their representatives, the unions replied that 
such a suggestion was not acceptable. 

‘It is stated that over a million and a half skilled 
and semi-skilled workers throughout the United King- 
dom are affected by the negotiations. The whole matter 
was reported to the Ministry of Labour, and Dr. 
Macnamara invited the employers to meet him on Mon- 
day, which they did. 

On Tuesday, as foreshadowed, the a 1088 were dulx 
posted by the employers, but efforts to bring about 
agreement were continued, and Dr. Macnamara. having 
conferred with the representatives of both sides, was to 
ineet the employés’ delegates again on Wednesday. It 
is quite clear that reductions are inevitable, and we 
earnestly hope that they will be the subject of friendly 
agreement; unless the cost of production is diminished, 
the resulting lack of orders will bring about increased 
unemployment at a time when every effort should be 
made to recover from the effects of the miners’ strike 
and of the other adverse factors which have so greatly 
hampered the work of reconstruction and the restoration 
of prosperity to the nation, 


THE problems associated with indus- 
trial diseases are now well recognised 
as an integral part of the work 
of our factory inspection organisation. 
Undoubtedly considerable progress has been made in 
combating industrial diseases during the past 25 
or 30 years. In a large measure, however, if not 
entirely, our efforts have been devoted to curing 
diseases after they have manifested themselves rather 


Industrial 
Diseases. 
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than to eradicating the causes of them. The latter aspect 


of the matter is now taking a strong hold on the minds 
of medical men and others closely concerned with the 
industrial welfare of the nation. ln a paper read before 
the Royal Society of Arts on May 30th, Sir Kenneth 
Goadby calls attention to it, not for the first time, 
although perhaps from a somewhat different point of 
view. 
is concerned with 
more than one industrial disease likely to urise at one 
stage or other of the various processes involved in 
the course of the production of the finished machine or 
piece of apparatus. The outstanding one, perhaps, 1s 
lead poisoning in the accumulator industry, but there 
are others. The medical examination of fitness of young 
persons, or old ones, for that matter, for any par- 
ticular industry has been suggested on more than one 
occasion. So far as young people are concerned, there 
is not likely to be much objection to it because at the 
start of life it is more easy to change from one occupa- 
tion to another. With older workers the case is different, 
and that accounts for the opposition of workers in so 
many trades to periodical medical examination; they 
fear loss of position and the difficulty of securing other 
employment. "Trade unions in general have supported 
this attitude, and from the human point of view it 
must receive svmpathetic consideration, Such examina- 
tions hitherto have only paid regard to general physical 
fitness determined bv the usual routine medical examina- 
tion. Another tvpe of examination of fitness for par- 
ticular work has been suggested which covers the 
aptitude of the person for special kinds of operations 
demanding a special type of skill. The type of examina- 
tion which Sir Kenneth Goadby now recommends, how- 
ever, is of a totally different character. It has been 
found possible, by simple tests in many cases, to deter- 
mine the susceptibility of people to various industrial 
diseases. Some people are naturally immune, others 
acquire an immunity after a short time, whilst others 
have a natural susceptibility which, in their own ìn- 
terests, and the interests of their co-workers, really 
calls for their exclusion from particular classes of work. 
It is this tvpe of examination which Sir Kenneth 
G(oadby, with many years’ experience as Specialist 
Medical Referee for Industrial Poisoning in London and 
the Home Counties, now suggests. The idea naturally 
does not appeal to some people, although for very 
different reasons. There are even highly educated 
people, not concerned as workers, who would thrust 
aside with impatience this perpetuation of official ex- 
aminations of the individual whilst, of course, the 
workers themselves, in many cases, for the reason already 
stated, cannot be expected to welcome it with open arms. 
Between the two points of view comes the essentially 
logical one that workers must be protected against 
themselves, and it is undoubtedly the one sound opinion 
that can be put forward if we proceed on the basis only 
of curing people from these diseases or preventing their 
coming into contact with them. There is, however, the 
further point of eradicating the disease. In many cases, 
of course, certain diseases are inherent to the industry, 
and must be accepted as such. In other cases, it is 
more than probable that the cause of the disease can 
be eliminated. It thus follows that the investigation 
of industrial diseases will have to proceed on dual lines, 
alwavs with the aim of removing the cause, if possible. 
With the general scheme of preventing persons pecu- 
liarly susceptible, as shown bv a simple test, to parti- 
cular industrial diseases, from entering those industries, 
there can only be agreement. Industrial disease is 
inevitably a cause of unemplovment, so that the fear of 
the workers of losing emplovment through periodical 
medical examination is not so strong as it might appear 
likely to be, becnuse if thev are allowed to continue, 
they will lose their employment through contracting 
disease. and constitute themselves a charge upon the 


The electrical industry, of course, 


a 


nation in some form or other. To proceed on the lines 
indicated by Sir Kenneth Goadby would not only re- 
duce the incidence of industrial poisoning in many 
cases, but might even render safe some trades now re- 
garded as dangerous. The proposal comes solely from 
the development of medical science, the advantages of 
which to the nation as a whole in such a matter it would 
be worse than foolish to ignore. 


Tux interesting discussion which took 
place at the Wireless Sectional meeting 
of the I. E. E. on May 25th, if it did not 
educe any notable amount of informa- 
tion, at least served a good purpose by bringing into the 
forefront a problem of the utmost importance to wireless 
telegraph engineers. While the conditions of transmis- 
sion over moderate distances have been pretty thoroughly 
explored, the case is very different when the distance 
is of the order of thousands of iniles. Not only does 
great uncertainty exist as to the minimum power that 
must be collected by the receiving apparatus at any 
particular site in order to ensure the maintenance of 
communication throughout the year; even were this 


accurately known, un equal uncertainty would arise as 
to the power that niust be put into a particular sending 
uerial in order to produce that given result. 

This double uncertainty obviously creates a very 
serious embarrassment for the designer of a long-dis- 
tance scheme to contend against; a little consideration 
will show that he is in a far worse position than the 
designer of a dynamo of 40 years ago, who at least 
could depend upon the lessons of experience for a toler- 
able estimate of the probable performance of his machine. 

The reason why the case is so difficult to deal with 
is found in the fact that the atmospheric conditions 
play a most important part in the working of long- 
distance wireless. Not only does the effective range of 
a transmitting station vary enormously at different times 
of the day and year—the atmosphere itself is the seat 
of frequent electrical disturbances which produce oscil- 
lations similar to those transmitted by man, and which 
are also subject to wide and efratic variations. Con- 
sequently the receiving conditions are most complex; 
it is necessary to eliminate the atmospherics whilst pre- 
serving the highest possible sensitiveness to signals. 
The incidence of atmospherics is more marked at some 
places than others, so that the experience gained on one 
' circuit" may be of little value on another. Again, 
the question arises whether provision should be made to 
overcome the very worst conditions at all times; it inuy 
happen that if one or two days in the year are sacrificed, 
communication can be successfully maintained on every 
other duy with one-tenth of the power that would have 
been required on those bad days. In this respect the 
problem is somewhat analogous to that of hydro-electric 
power—shall the outpht be restricted to that correspond- 
ing to the minimum flow observed on any day in ten 
years, or shall the supply be allowed to fail now and 
then, in order that a far larger ee may be available 
at normal times? — 

It will be seen that the present state of this problem 
is very nebulous, and that accurate data obtained at a 
great number of localities all over the world are urgently 
needed. The discussion advanced the matter hardly 
at al. Just before the war the Radiotelegraphic Inves- 
tigation Committee of the British Association was 
organising an international scheme for collecting data, 
and in April, 1914, the International Commissjon for 
Radiotelegraphic Research was constituted ‘at Brussels, 
with the late Mr: W, Duddell as president, for the pur- 
pose of making just such observations as are now re- 
quired. The war put an end to the collection of data, 
but some such organisation should: again be established 
to carry out the necessary. measurements. Only by accu- 
rate measurement, at frequent. intervals, and over long 
periods. can the information be obtained. 


Long-distance 
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Tux splendid TE appearing in your issue of March 
26th last, by Mr: J. W. Thomas, upon '' The Function 
of Whitley Councils in the Electric Supply Industry 
should be more than glanced through by all connected 
with the industry, or interested in the advancement of 
harmonious relationships in the industrial world. His 
remarks deserve to be studied and carefully digested, 
especially those calling for a recognition of Service. 

The call for Service is a demand made upon every 
organisation which opens its doors to minister.to the 
wants of the community. To those embarked on the 
supply of electricity, this demand is perhaps more par- 
ticularly insistent. Electrical energy has entered widely 
and deeply into our social existence; each day, each 
month, increases the roll of those who depend upon it, 
not only for their home comfort, but also for their 
daily bread. Electricity supply is essentially and pre- 
eminently a service. It is a service that cannot be given 
by one man, be he manager, engineer, jointer, or stoker, 
but is only rendered effectively by the combined effort 
of all engaged. Each by his own particular service to 
his organisation renders its service to the public more 
complete, and more efficient. We need, as Mr. Thomas 
remarks, an esprit de corps to animate all ranks. We 
have an honourable duty to discharge faithfully—there 
should be no necessity to cajole. 
The foundation, development, and success of Ser- 
vice*' may be summed up in three words or expressions: 
Courtesy, readiness-to-serve, and genuineness. Courtesy 
to:everyone is the first word of good service, in little 
things.as well as big. "Whether it is the meter-reader's 
quiet demeanour as he enters a house, or the superin- 
tendent’s attention to a trivial and possibly unwarrant- 
able complaint. made thoughtlessly, or as the legacy 
of some past feud with the organisation, it does not 
matter.; courtesy is the first word, and it implies good 
intention. Courtesy, like all good things, comes from 
the Top; unless the manager shows the way to his assis- 
tants, it will not be possible for them, in their turn, to 
spread. the idea among their subordinates, who, very 
likely, with indefinite and obscure notions of what is 
required of them, are"the ones who most often come 
into working contact with the community. The second 
word in ‘‘ Service ”’ is readiness-to-serve. It is incom- 
patible with good service for an organisation which 
assumes the roll of giver, not always and at any time 
to be prepared to yield that service. Furthermore, that 
presupposes a certain willingness, or cheerfulness, on 
the part of the giver to perform his duty. A service 
grudgingly given is no service at all, it is a nuisance, 
which many prefer to do without, or if that is impos- 
sible, accept it in an apathetic manner; who are then 
the losers? An electricity supply organisation should 
make its presence felt in the community that it serves, 
not only by its quarterly accounts, but by developing 
an agreeable habit of rendering assistance to manufac- 
turers and others in order that they may obtain the 
best results possible from the energy supplied. There 
should even appear.to be a degree of eagerness to help 
them should any difficulties arise that it IS within the 
powers of the organisation to alleviate. | 

These are only some of the methods by which an or- 
ganisation can increase, and round out its service to the 
community which it serves. So, too, within the organi- 
sation, good service to the organisation asks nothing 
more, and nothing less, than a cheerful readiness-to- 
serve. There is exactly the same need and demand for 
willing, cheerful service, from among the staff and 
workers, if the resultant service is to be completely 
satisfactory. Ie there any necessity to emphasise what 
the resulte of good team work are like? Even the boy 
in the meter room can appreciate good combination 
when he sees it on a Saturday afternoon. A well-trained 
keen team. is as sure of success in business as on the 
athletic field.. What is more dampening, or depressing, 
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to-serve. - 
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than to come on to the job in the morning to be 5 
by cheerless or listless faces? The effect is to produce 
a veritable desire to escape it all, the task becomes 


irksome and heavier, culminating in a discontented, 


difficult-to-understand feeling that ''things are not 
all right," and “ never will be right," and we had 
better have a rise in pay to make us feel better." This 
feeling is as far removed as the Pole Star from readiness- 
There is too much of the capital I” about. 

Once that readiness-to-serve feeling could be dissemi- 
nated.throughout an organisation from top to toe, till it 
was saturated, then that first person singular would 


be replaced by a greater and more useful first person 


plural. Artificial aids are not to be despised towards 


increasing the efficiency of a body: From birth upwards 


human nature requires that some form of assistance 
be given before even the individual can perform the 
elementary action of taking a step. The giving of help. 
then, is part of the great Service; all aids in the 
right direction are beneficial. But once going, further 
action is dependent upon the person himself, unless he 
means to hang on crutches all his days. The feeling 
of courteous readiness-to-serve is a seed that requires to 
be developed by each man for himself, by each organisa- 
tion for itself. Those who keep allotments, or rear 
chickens, know how carefully young things must 
be guarded from sudden and _ unseasonable frosts. 
and how they thrive under sunny conditions. The 
final tendency of this second word is in the direction 
of goodfellowship, and an understanding of the little ` 
difficulties of life. It affords the opportunity of giving 
mutual assistance, often very helpful to a fellow worker. 

The last word in ‘‘ Service ” is genuineness, or, shall 
we say, '' deliver-the-goods.’’ This is the action follow- 
ing upon the desire to serve. By the action we can 
adjudge the intensity of the desire propelling, the direv- 
tion of its course, and the ultimate objective. It may 
be argued that once à man has allowed himself to 
develop the feeling of willingness-to-serve, of course, 
he must be genuine. Perhaps! But the human mind 
is open to a host of assaults, some so subtle as to pass 
in the crowd unnoticed. Therefore, unless the desire is 
unmasked by action, and “ the goods delivered '' our 
man is an unknown quantity. Not everyone can deliver 
the same quality or quantity. But every person is 
capable of some development, and has a certain capacity. 
If the desire to serve by learning is coupled in a counter- 
part to another desiring to serve by giving, then that 


-quality or quantity can very materially be augmented. 


with a general heightening of efficiency. Unfortunately 
it would neither. be wise nor natural to expect that 
efficiency to rise to 100 per cent. Yet if the all-round 
efficiency were raised a point or so among the indi- 
viduals of an organisation, the over-all efficiency 
attained by it would be sharply manifested in the im- 
proved quality of its service; furthermore, its value to 
the community would be enhanced. 

Service is that which each soldier rendered to his 
country during the war, and it developed without doubt 
a splendid feeling of comradeship. It 1s because that 
same free sense of comradeship is lacking a trifle here 
and there to-day that things become a little difficult. 
The private obeyed his subaltern, as he in turn obeyed 
higher authority; each in his part in“ the big show 
did. his best, and believed and relied on the other. 
Unless this spirit of service continues, social existence 
cannot continue. Machinery of the most costly and 
most perfect kind may be laid down, but it will be spoilt 
by bad or inefficient service; it mav not even be worth 
laying down, as the expense of its upkeep may be 
prohibitive. It may be said that unless we pick our- 
selves up. and try to increase the value of our service 
to the community, we shall surely return to the neolithic 
age, in which the hammer was the great tool of social 
gervice, 


was open for inspection. 
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VISIT. OF DUTCH ENGINEERS TO ENGLAND. 
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By R. BORLASB MATTHEWS, Wh.Ex., A.M. Inst.C. E., MLE. B. F. R: As. S. , 


Dukina the week before last the members of the Asso- 
ciation of Managers of Dutch Electricity Supply Under- 
tukings were tne guests of the Institution of Elec- 
trical Engineers, jointly with the Cable Manufacturers’ 
Association and the B. E. A. M. A. Owing to the pre- 
vailing labour difficulties, both here and in the Nether- 
lands, uncer!inty in steamship sailings, &c., the 
original programme had to be considerably modified 
and curtailed. Many of the works which it was pro- 
posed to visit were shut or shutting down for lack of 
coal, so it was decided to plan the trip so that the guests 
might obtain a good idea as to what England looked 
like at her best in the ''Merrie Month of May." 
Accordingly, after the reception of the visitors in 
London, the party was taken in cars vza Henley, 
Uxford, Ettington and Stratford-on-Avon to Hereford, 
and thence vza Chester to Manchester, whence the return 
journey to London was accomplished by train. 

. Mr. Ll. B. Atkinson, President of the I.E.E., acted 
as the principal host on the tour, and was supported by 
dir Tom Callender, Messrs. Rosling, Kibblewhite, 
Pollock and Borlase Matthews; each of these gentlemen 
provided a motor car for the transport of tne party. 
Mr. R. H. Tree accompanied. the party as an official of 
the I.E.E. 

The visitors were met at Liverpool Street Station on 
arrival and driven to Tagg's Island, Hampton Court, 
for lunch. After lunch, a visit was paid to the resi- 
dence of Mr. W. J. Crampton at Weybridge to inspect 
his wireless telephone equipment. He had arranged for 
a speech to be transmitted from The Hague by the Pre- 
sident of the Dutch Radio Institute in Dutch, for the 
benefit of the visitors. Also the party was able to listen 
to a concert at The Hague. Unfortunately, owing to the 
very hot, dry day, atmospherics were in evidence, and 
occasionally Croydon (speaking by wireless "phone to 
Folkestone) butted in, as the wave length was only 
slightly different. Still, the transmission of song, music, 
and speech was very clear. Mr. Crampton's apparatus 
was of special interest in that only three thermionic 
valves were employed, instead of the usual seven, an 
improvement which was made as recently as a couple 
of months ago. 

On the following Monday morning the recently re- 
occupied buildings of the I. E. E. were viewed, and an 
idea was given as to the damage Government bureau- 
cracy can inflict on buildings in its temporary occupa- 
tion. Thence the party proceeded to the Lot’s Road 
Power Station of the Underground Electric Railways, 


where it was met by the chairman of the directors, 


Lord Ashley, and the chief officials of the company. The 
chief items of interest that attracted attention were the 
oil burners now in use and in course of installation on 
the boilers. Two types are emploved, the Thornycroft 
oil-pressure system and the '' Scarab " steam injector. 
The officials stated that they found thev could raise 
steam more quickly, and also that fuel oil at 90s. per 
ton compared favourably with coal at 54s. Many power- 
station engineers have talked gliblv of utilising.oil fuel 
under present circumstances, but have quite overlooked 
the necessity for large storage tanks. The Underground 
Railway officials have met this difficultv by borrowing 
two large oil tank lighters, into which they have led 
flexible steam pipes for heating and pumping the oil. 
A 25,000-kVA turbine set was in course of erection, and 
a 5,000-kW turbine, that had been running continuously 
since the opening of the station nearly sixteen years ago, 
It was interesting to note what 
little wear had taken place during this long time. 

The visitors were entertained at lunch at St. Stephen's 
Club by a large and representative party of electrical 
engineers, after which the first stage of the tour was cóm- 
menced. "The first stop was made at Henley, and after 


tea a trip was taken in : launch on the river. On the 
next day, Tuesday, the party motored to Hereford vza 
Ettington and Stratford-on-Avon. At Oxford, the City 
Electrical Engineer, Mr. F. H. Francis, showed the 
party round the principal Colleges. | 

At Ettington Park the party was entertained to a 
sumptuous lunch by Mr. Robert Petersen, in his charin- 
ing old-world mansion house, the original portions of 
which date back to before the days of William the Con- 
querer. The house contains a magnificent collection 
of pictures and antique furniture, including, to the 
special interest of the visitors, some excellent examples 
of Dutch art and workmanship. The detour through 
Stratford-on-Avon was made so that the guests might 
obtain an idea as to the appearance and characteristics 
of Shakespeare's country. 

At Hereford the party was met by the Lord Mayor, 
the chairman of the Electricity Committee, and Mr. 
W. T. Kerr, the city electrical engineer. After dinner 
an inspection was made of the power station, and on the 
following morning a diversion. was made from the direct 
route to Shrewsbury, to see the overhead distribution 
system for supplying farmers and outlying villages. 
Of all the engineering enterprises seen by the Dutch 
engineers on their visit to this country, that of Hereford 
made the deepest impression, partly probably because 
it was very akin to their own problems, and also on 
account of the uniqueness of finding such a large station 
in such a small country city of only some 25,000 popula- 
tion, whose per capita consumption is 122 kWh per 
annum, as compared with about 27 kWh in many other 
towns. All the more credit is due to the electricity staff, 
when it is borne in mind that Hereford is a farmer's 
market, and other industries are conspicuous by their 
absence. Ten electrical wiring contractors are kept 
busy, and find it difficult to retain any stock of electric 
cookers and heaters in their showrooms, so great is 
the demand. A normal farm equipment in the neigh- 
bourhood of Hereford comprises electric light and 
cookers for the farm-house, and a 15-h.p. motor and 
electric light for the barns. Mr. Kerr also demonstrated 
some of his electroculture experiments. 

At Chester the party was met by Mr. S. E. Britton, 
the city electrical engineer, who showed the visitors 
the sights of the city. Arrangements have just been 
completed for the lease of the Government Munition 
Factory generating plant at Queen's Ferry. Only thdse 
who have had experience of the difficulties of negotiating 
with irresponsible Government departments will fully 
uppreciate what this means; hence Mr. Britton is to be 
congratulated upon his success. For the time being, 
Mr. Britton’s electroculture experiments on crops with- 
out manure have been suspended; it is to be hoped, 
however, that he will be able to find time soon to con- 
tinue his investigations. 

At Manchester a visit was paid to the Stuart Street 
generating station, and to the site of the new, Barton 
power station, which is to be equipped with three 25,000- 
kVA turbine sets (maximum load of station 90,000 
kVA). The foundations are well in hand, and a com- 
mencement has been made with the erection of the build- 
ings. After this a demonstration was given of the 
operation of the Barton barge canal bridge. "This struc- 
ture is the only one of its kind in the world. It forms 
a channel for the passage of barges over the Manchester 


Ship Canal, and when ships wish to pass in the latter, 


locks are closed at the ends of the canal and its junction 
with the canal bridge. Similar locks are closed on the 
canal bridge, which is then swung aside, clear.of the 
ship canal. The water contents of the canal bridge 
amount to about 1,400 tons. This engineering achieve- 
ment greatly impressed the visitors from the land of 
canals. After this the party was entertained at lunch 
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by the Metropolitan-Vickers Co., and then proceeded 

to inspect the works of the firm. Particularly noticeable, 

as indicative of the progress of electricity in the world, 

was the large number of large-sized turbo-alternators in 

the course of construction. In fact, it would appear 

that a central station ought to be ashamed of itself, if it 
had not on order a set of at least 5,000 kVA. 

The official visit terminated with a dinner given bv 
the Lord Mayor of Manchester, and the guests proceeded 
to London on the Friday, so as to catch Saturday's 
steamer. ER 

Such'a visit undoubtedly does much to promote the 
entente cordiale between nations, and in the present 
world's crisis, what is wanted, above all things, is a 
restoration of international credit which is based on 
mutual understandings. It was interesting to note the 
views of Dutchinen on the coal strike, as they are watch- 
ing events very closely; they have so many patched-up 
affairs in their country, which are still smouldering, 
and both men and masters are taking their cue from 


England. 


LONG-DISTANCE WIRELESS TRANSMISSION. 


AT a meeting of the Wireless Section of the INSTITUTION or 
ELECTRICAL ISNGINEEKS OD May 95th, Mr. C. . ELW ELI. opened 
a discussion on Long-distance Wireless Transmission." 

Mr. Elwell said that in planning a radiotelegraphic service 
over long distances the first consideration was the value of 
the power required -in the receiving aerial or coil to operate 
satisractorily tue various receiving devices. ‘Lhe value selected 
must be obtainable under the worst possible circumstances, 
i.€., it must represent the minimum value for the vear. It 
lad been shown that audibility as between two long-distance 
stations might vary from a minimum of 200 to occasionally 
50,000. Opinions on this subject varied considerably. Dr. 
L. W. Austin considered that a minimum of 6X10-'6 w a 
was necessary for good all-the-year-round communication. in 
the Washington region. Ihe Nauen station produced signa:s 
of this strength in American aerials, while Bordeaux witn its 
1,000-kW arc transmitter and 250-metre towers produced 
2) X10 lo watt. Professor Howe had worked out a figure cor- 
responding to 400 Xx 10 watt as a suitable figure. Professor 
Vallauri measured signals received at Leghorn from Annapolis, 
and obtained values from 0.1 x ]10—9to IX ICU watt. A trans- 
mission formula for long distances was lacking. The short 
distances, from 20 to 50 miles. were covered by a formula 
based upon mathematical analysis. For longer distances the 
magnetic field would be less. but this could be corrected by 
the addition of a factor which took care of the curvature of 
the earth's surface and absorption of energy. This was then 
known as the Austin-Cohen formula. Dr. Fuller and Som- 
merſeld had suggested other values for the constant used in 
the Austin-Cohen formula. — Prof. Howe had used the 

formula in calculating the power required for transmis- 
sion over Various distances np to 6.000 miles. The number 
of kilowatts thus obtained was in some cases quite unreason- 
able, but upon subsequent revision according. to the Fuller 
formula the results were inch more. reasonable. It had 
been proved by Prof. Vallauri that the Austin-Cohen formula 
was not so reliable as the Fuller forinula over distances of 
4.000 miles. Other experiments reduced. this distance to 
2.200 miles. The speaker advocated international co-ordination 
and a special arrangement of the formula to differentiate be- 
tween overland and overseu transmission. He thought that 
the inexpensive nature of the apparatus for measuring received 
currents would pernut amateurs to aid in the collection cf 
data. The Radio Research Board might be induced to co- 
ordinate the data thus obtained: a standard method of carrving 
out the measurements might be developed, and printed forms 
might be distributed to those willing to assist. After all, it 
was quite possible that no formula could be evolved either 
mathematically .or empirically, because there was no reason 
to suppose that the distribution of the field due to a given 
transmission was symmetrical. [t might become necessary 
to trace polar diagrams around wireless centres or certain 
countries. 

Adiniral-of-the-Fleet Sir HENRY JACKSON, speaking as ehair- 
mun of the Radio Research Board, welcomed Mr. Elwell's 
remarks. and expressed the readiness of the Board to collate 
data if it could be assured that such data would be generally 
accepted. A specinlly-trained and qualified. observer was re- 
quired for the work. 

Mr. A. Gray said that 18 or 19 vears ago the Marconi Co. 
had evolved a formula for the calculation of the value. of 
received. energy, based. upon the cube-root of the power and 
the effective height of the aerial. This companv was still 
working on the question. He reminded his audience that 
occagional ranges had to be taken into consideration. 

Capt. H. J. Rotnp said that Mr. Elwell had commented 
upon the fact that values were exceeded during the night 
and winter. American night signals were only 1/5 or 1/6 of 


with a current of 380 A. 


the strength of day signals. The best seasons of the yeur 
seemed to be spring and autumn. At present the value of 
power received trom New Brunswick and other trans-Atlantic 
stations was about 16X10^^9 watt measured near London, 
but the figure would have to be larger. Referring to the 


Measurement of signal strength in watts, the speaker thought 


that the size of the receiving aerial should come in, and 
suggested inicrovolts per metre of aerial or ether as a better 
method of measurement. He did not recommend the measure- 
ment of signals by amateurs; it was a difficult job. and 
accuracy was essential. The N.P.L. might give data regarding 
the value of eflective heights of aerials. He thought that 
audibiutv methods were dangerous for this purpose. 

Prof. FOHTESCUE said that the variety of formula on the 
subject suggested un exannnation of their bases to tind which 
was the most accurate. ‘he formula give. by Mr. EIWel! 
was probably the most satisfactory, and it had been proved 
to hold good for short distances. He then proceeded to 
explain the functions of the symbols given in the Austin- 
Conen formula. ‘Lhe curvature of the earth required careful 
consideration. Pure refraction of the waves could not explain 
the reception of signals round one-half of the earth's circum- 
terence; the theory was that it was due to what was known 
as the `“ Heaviside layer," which kept the waves to a path 
following the curvature of the earth. 

Capt. L. B. Turner said that with the present-day means 
of amplification weak signals could be increased to any de- 
sirable strength. Ihe height of the antenna was not a 
serious consideration. À big point was the selection of a 
suitable wave length. The longer the wave length the more 
vicient Were atinospheric. disturbances; it Was necessary, 
therefore, to select a wave length which would give the 
greatest ratio between the power which it was desired to 
receive and that which was not desired. He showed by a 
table the results obtained over a distance of 5,000 km. which 
indicated the falling-cff. of the ratio with increased wave- 
length. At L kin. the ratio was 0.29; at 2.2 km. 1.0, and 
this fell until at 10 km. it was only 0.11, showing that 
2.2 km. was the length to employ. 

Prof. E. W. Marcuant also thought that signal strength 
was of minor importance with good amplifvinng apparatus. 
‘Lhe figure IX IO quoted by Mr. Elwell was rather high. 
He hoped that more care would be taken to state the aeria 
current in each individual case considered. lests by means uf 
shunted teiephones had not been satisfactory; far more accu- 
rate results had been obtained by means of galvanometers and 
valves. The series of observations and co-ordination suggested 
Was certainly desirable. 

Capt. Trexcu said that in considering these questions 
fascinating side issues had to be avoided by engineers. He 
suggested two or three wavs in which the Austin-Cohen 
formula might be ‘simplified. Modifying factors had to be 
applied for various conditions. ‘Lhe formula had been used 
for trans-Atlantic transmissicn; over the Pacific Ocean con- 
ditions might be entirely different. Ile did not think the 
aid of amateurs could be relied upon for the collection of data. 

Mr. LCKERSLEY showed some slides on which were plotted 
the results obtained during 24 hours. ‘Lhe stations concerned 
were Marion and Chelmsford, and the figures given were the 
actual voltages induced in the Chelmsford aerial working 
It was seen that while the average 
during the davtime was 517 mV, at night the value fell to 
as low as 200 mV. The ratio between the measured values 
and those obtained by the Austin-Cohen formula worked out 
between 1.52 and 1.89. The speaker said that if the assumed 
height of the Heaviside layer was correct the distance at 
which reflection and refraction of a wave became effective was 
250 km. 

Mr. Ltxxon displayed lantern slides showing the apparatus 
used in obtaining the results mentioned by the previous 
speaker. This was something similar to that used by Prot. 
Vallauri in his experiments. 

Major A. C. Ferrer thought the first step to be taken was 
the standardisation of the power required for any particular 
tvpe of aerial. He also suggested a standard apparatus with 
a tape recorder for measuring values of received power. The 
value of current received would vary with the geographical 
position of each station; the results obtained could be plotted 
and co-ordinated. 

Mr. Reep considered that field strength rather than watts 
should be sought for; the measurement of the power in watts 
was often misleading. He thought the best method of 
measurement was by means of a tuned loop as antenna, and 
amplifiers. 

Prof. G. W. O. Hower said that Mr. Elwell had referred 
to his figure of 40% K 0 m this was the strength of the field 
required for good all-round working, and the factor of safety 
allowed was not too large. When the Austin-Cohen formula 
was used the number of kilowatts sometimes seemed too 
large. 

Dr. W. H. Eccres said that the fundamental law governing 
the received portion of the power transmitted was the Jaw 
of inverse squares; the formula merely showed what the 
factcrs were. Bending round the earth and absorption in the 
medium both took place, and these were put into one ex- 
ponential term in the Austin-Cohen formula. The correctness 
of the formula for daylight measurements was really 
miraculous. 

Mr. ELWELL said that he would make & written reply. 
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ELECTRIC LIGHT WIRING SYSTEMS. 


AT a meeting of the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SUPERVISING 
JSLECTRiCIANS, heid on May iuto, Mr. F. 1. ALLDREAD read a 
paper on tne above subject, which we abstract below, together 
Wich the discussion. Ine paper was written chietly to cover 
the conditions and diflicuities met with by supervisors and tore- 
inen in tue contracting industry, especially in those cases wnere 
ciuents do not engage the services of consulting engineers. 

Great attention 15 being paid nowadays 1n uie prepuration of 
liguting schemes to enaeavouring to obtain a unllorm degree or 
light turoughout the whole area at a predetermined intensity 
on the principie ot daylight instead ot locally lighung tne 
actual areas wnere a high intensity of light is required. Ihe 
writer is strongiy of the opinion that, before applying the 
apparently idea. system, the whole ot the conditions ot each 
proposed installauon snould be very careiully considered; 
Otherwise 1t will be found to be both inetncient and extrava- 
gunt. 

w here operations have to be carried out over a large area, or 
where operators have to move about very much, unuorim ulu- 
mination is much the best, but in all cases where the actual 
wurking points ure nxed and of small area, local lighting with 
mull unius adequatery reriected and screened trom the eyes is 
inuch the best and most economical method, 

With regard to the system ot wiring, in situations where the 
wiring is likely to be subjected to mechanical damage, or 
where it is desired to bury ıt under the plaster of walis and 
ceilings, &c., heavy gauge screwed conduit is the most suit- 
able, but in otber cases it is an open question which system 
wil| be the most satisfactory. 

The chief advuntages ot tne screwed conduit system are :— 
(1) Good mechanical protection to the wire, and very suitable 
for burying in wails and ceilings, &c. (2) ‘ihe wire can be 
easily drawn out when faulty and replaced without disturbing 
the decorations. (3) Can be made practically watertight, unu 
(4) gives complete protection from fire, due to electrical causes, 
except at the fittings and switches. 

the disadvantages are :—(1) Ihe wire being encased in a 
conductor at earth potential (usually at the same ditterence of 
potential as the supply voltage) is always under electrical stress 
which tends to break down the insulation, and is usually quite 
successful in doing so wherever it is weak, even though 
not low enough to be dangerous. (2) Being watertight (at any 
rate wherever dips without Joints are made) any moisture’ that 
.18 collected is held, which corrodes the conduit, causing 
chemical action to take place in the insulation of the wire. 
(3) Where there is an excess of moisture in the air, the con- 
duit will very quickly corrode and thus attack the insulation 
as before mentioned, or if lead-covered wire is used, electrolytic 
action will occur between the lead and steel, thus causing the 
steel to be eaten away, this action being greatly accentuated in 
places where the uir is charged with damp salt or acid. (4) 
Very expensive to install and cannot be used on the surface 
where appearance is of consideration. 

Steel conduit with continuity grip couplings makes a fairly 
good substitute, with the advantage that it is somewhat 
cheaper, but cannot be made watertight. The advantages and 
disadvantages are about the same as with screwed conduit, but 
the writer much prefers screwed conduit, and has found that, 
if properly installed by conscientious and reliable workmen, 
there is very little difference in cost of the two svstems. 

Steel Conduit with Plain Push On Couplings.—The In- 
stitution of Electrical Engineers and most of the fire oftices 
have condemned this system, although it is still being. used 
very largely in the cheapest class of work. 

Wood casing and capping, where installed on the surface in 
dry buildings and not subject to mechanical damage, especially 
if well shellaced on all sides before erection, is as good as any 
system to be at present found. The wire being encased in a 
non-conductor, the insulation is subject to very little electrical 
stress and, therefore, breakdowns are extremely rare. There 
is no danger from electrical shock and very little, if any, with 
regard to fire from electrical causes; in fact, provided that the 
wires are not disturbed, the installation will be quite efficient 
long after the insulation has perished. The casing can also 
be made to form part of the decorations where desired. 

The chief disadvantages are :-—(1) Should the casings be sub- 
jected to damp, they become partial conductors, the insulation 
of the wire is electrically stressed, and, if weak, faults will 
occur. If the precaution is taken, in damp places, of 
fixing the casing off the surface by means of porcelain packing 
pieces and well shellacing the casing before erection, very little 
(if any) trouble will be found due to this cause. (2) Not suit- 
able for places where subject to mechanical damage. 
cost is fairly high. being practically the same as that of screwed 
conduit. (4) Efficient labour is difficult to obtain, the average 
wireman usually having very little skill in this direction. and 
it is not practical to let carpenters do the casing work and 
wiremen the rest on small installations. 

Lead or alloy-covered wire fixed direct forms an efficient and 
durable installation if installed under suitable conditions, and 
generally is found to be considerably cheaper than either 
screwed conduit or casing. 

The chief advantages and disadvantages are: —All these eys- 
tems are more or less subject to mechanical damage, and in 


(3) First- 


practice the harder the alloy, the more difficult and expensive 
1t will be to install. ‘Lhere is greater risk of kinks being 
formed, as well as sharp edges where the alloy 18 removed at 
htüng or switch points, both of which will damage the insula- 
tion. Where nxed on the suriace, more especially with plain 
lead or the softer alloys, the wires are very liable to sag on 
horizontal runs, even though the nxings be provided at 
very short intervals, and therefore is apt to be unsightly. Al- 
though the wires when fixed may nt the surfaces pertectly, 
sagging will gradually occur, sometimes taking several months. 
‘Lhe system can easily be made watertight. One great advan- 
tage 1s that if the ends are properly protected, tne wires ure 
unmune from damage by impurities or damp in the surround- 
ing air. Where salt or acids are present, the writer suggests 
that plain lead be used as some of tne alloys are subject to 
etectrolytic or chemical action under these conditions. ln 
cases where it is desired to conceal the wires, they should be 
drawn into conduit where embedded in cement or plaster, but 
can be run without further protection under wooden floors and 
down hollow partitions, &c. T 

Hard Rubber-cased . I. R. Wiring.—The rubber casing has 
a tendency to crack and open where the wires have been bent 
to a very sharp angle, this cracking only occurring at some 
considerable period after installation, thus exposing the V.L.R. 
insulation to any damp or corrosion that may be present. The 
wiring is more or less ragged and unsightly where instalied on 


the surface, as a certain amount of sagging on horizontal runs 


is unavoidable. 

V. I. R. cleat wiring systems form very serviceable and cheap 
installations. Extra protection must be given where the wires 
are liable to mechanical damage, and where within ordinary 
reach. This system is rather unsightly. when on the surface. 
Very successful results have been obtained in installations 
where the V. I. R. wires have been cleated under wood just 
floors and vertical runs on the walls, the wires being enclosed 
in conduit or wood casing. There is, however, a risk ot the 
insulation of the wires under the floors being attacked by 
vermin, but the writer considers that if the wires are 
separately cleated under the floors and separate fibre conduits 
(which can be sunk behind the plaster) for each wire are used 
down the walls, the danger is practically nil. This system 
being then free from mechanical damage, and not affected by 
damp or condensation, is probably the cheapest and best that 
ean be installed in buildings so constructed, more especially 
the smaller type of private residences. The insulation of the 
wires being really only of a secondary nature, especially on 
voltages of 100 volts and lower, the cheaper grades of wire can 
be used, and once installed can generally he relied upon to last 
a great number of years after the insulation itself has perished. : 
The writer does not, however, advise this system for places 
where there is a strong chemical or salt-laden surrounding air, 
unless the very highest grade of rubber-insulated wire is used. 

Bare Copper Wire on Insulators.—In buildings which have 
lofty roofs or ceilings, and appearance is not of great con- 
sideration, successful use may be made of bare copper or 
aluminium wires stretched tightly and bound to suitable porce- 
lain insulators. A combination of V.I.R. cleat wiring and 
bare conductors forming the cheapest class of installation in 
suitable buildings will generally be found to be very durable 
and free from faults. In cases where chemically or salt-laden 
air 18 present, bare conductors are not recommended, owing to 
the liability of electrolysis acting between the conductors across 
the insulators where the latter are fixed to metal work. The 
system of running flexible insulated wires on button insulators 
has heen very much used on the Continent, and there is a lot 
to be said for it. 


Discussion. 

Mr. GARBETT, referring to a suggestion that some of the 
faults of screwed conduit could be got over by galvanising, 
asked how the threads were to be galvanised and what advan- 
tage there would be if they were? IIe did not think galvanis- 
ing would be any assistance in preventing condensation. As 
to the comparative cost of wood casing and screwed conduit, 
he was surprised to hear that they were about the same. A 
serious difficulty he had found with © Cab Tire cable was in 
the ends, especially when it was used in connection with, say, 
printing machinery where the cable had not only to withstand 
rough usage, but also the risk of contamination with printer's 
ink; he had never yet seen any system which looked after the 
ends, which too often were exposed to the elements. He had 
noticed that on some jobs something like 50 wires were 
bunched together outside and exposed to the weather. What 
happened when water got between the individual wires? 

Mr. CRowDY said that where the threads were galvanised it 
impeded the continuity. It was difficult for the ordinary man 
to tell aluminium paint from galvanising, and it was a splendid 
conductor, and was often used. The present high cost of 
wages rather helped to justify the author's suggestion that 
wood casing was as expensive as screwed conduit, but thanks 
to the work of the Trades Training Schools some very good 
young wiremen were being turned out who were doing very 
much better work with wood casing than some of their fore- 
runners did. There had recently been a big discussion by the 
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Institution of Electrical Engineers Wiring Rules Committee. 
upon which he represented the Association, about the advis- 
ability of putting two wires in wood casing without an inter- 
vening fillet. He could hardly believe his own ears when the 
suggestion was made, but 22 of them discussed the matter for 
four hours, and eventually a majority, apart from the Fire 
Office authorities, agreed that it was safer to run two wires of 
opposite polarity in one groove than to run them in separate 
grooves. ‘The reason put forward was that more fires had 
occurred through the wood fillet than from any other cause. 
At. & subsequent discussion, however, that decision was 
reversed. In the course of other discussions by the Wirin 

Rules Committee, he found that some consulting engineers an 

fire office authorities objected to running Stannos. Henley's 
or Cab Tire cable under floors, but he, personally, did not 
see the difference between those systems and wood casing under 
floors. The objection, however, appeared to be that there was 
a possibility of the metal sheathing getting a kink in it, with 
the result that eventually there was a blow out in the twin 
cable, which was usually used. It was the fact that many 
cases had occurred of that kind with lead-covered twin cable, 
and fires had resulted. Cab Tire cable was funny stuff, 
and opinions differed about where it should be used and 
where it should not. In a case at Hampstead, the local supply 
authority refused to allow Stannos cable to be used for 
some heaters (the customer not wishing the walls or floors to 
be interfered with), but accepted Cab Tire” cable. On 
another occasion he could not get the people concerned to 
accept the latter on any account. The end of Cab Tire 
cable was really a serious matter, and he made it & rule that 
it should be gripped by a suitable grip fitting. If they con- 
nected * Cab Tire cable to an ordinary switch or holder, 
they would find that in, say, a week or two, the sheathing had 
appreciably shrunk and left an inch or so of unprotected wire. 

Mr. REVELL was prejudiced in favour of V.I.R. cleat wiring 
protected down walls with wood casing. He had had consider- 
able experience in the use of this system; an earth seldom 
occurred, and a fire was unknown. A considerable quantity of 
that wiring was carried along under the open eaves, in which 
snow collected in the winter time, whilst the eaves were 
almost filled with birds’ nests, which provided plenty of 
material for a fire, but nothing of that sort had happened. . In 
some places also the insulation had been gnawed off by rats, 
but as long as the wires were kept apart, nothing occurred. 
On the other hand, with conduit there was a great incentive 
to slackness of work and there were all possible chances of 
breakdown. On those grounds he contended that there was 
nothing to beat the cleat system for safety and efficiency. 
Moreover, the structure of the building was not appreciably 
weakened, as it was with conduit, only the minimum amount 
of material being taken out to accommodate the wires. A case 
had come under nis notice in the City of London, and, curiously 
enough, it was a fire insurance office building, in which the 
floors had dropped two inches through too much cutting away 
underneath to take the conduit. In spite of the criticisms that 
had been made of ''Cab Tire"' cable, there were circum- 
stances in which no other type would stand up so well. In a 
sewer in Manchester a Cab Tire cable had been used for 
many years without trouble in circumstances in which many 
people would not undertake to put in an ordinary cable. 
Mr. Crowpy asked what was the best system of wiring for 
the use of heaters in bath rooms? The difficulty with 
apparatus of that kind was that the frame must be earthed, 
and if they put in a 3-pin plug and an earthing wire for a 
radiator in a bathroom, then it was necessary to put in similar 
plugs all over the house, because very often the same radiator 
was used in the bathroom as was previously used in the bed- 
room. Difficulties also arose in connection with shaving pots, 
&c., which were used with d.c. adapters, and had led to 
several nasty accidents. The obvious thing was to do without 
radiators, but people would have them. 

Mr. STILING explained that no trouble should be experienced 
with the ends of Cab Tire cable if they were clamped. 

Mr. WRIGHT said his experience was that the cost of wood 
casing was about half that of screwed conduit in dry situations. 
Mr. WHITLEY thought that the manufacturers of ' Cab 
Tire " cable made a great mistake in recommending it for 
any and every purpose. For certain purposes it was extremely 
Ruf there were circumstances 1n which it should not 

used. 

` Mr. ALAN Kirk had recently got out estimates for various 
systems of wiring working-men's houses, and he found that 
the saving obtuined by using lead-covered wire was so small 
compared with screwed conduit that it was decided to go ahead 
with the screwed conduit. The chief thing in all installation 
work Just now was the cost of labour, which had gone up out 
of all proportion to anything else. In 1913-14 it was about 
25 per cent. of the total cost, but now it was 60 per cent. 

Mr. GORINGE said that a good method to prevent conden- 
sation was to ventilate the conduit as much as possible. 

Mr. CRowDY pointed out that with a three-wire system often 
quite an appreciable potential difference would be found be- 
tween the neutral and earth : a recent test which he had inade 
showed between 50 and 65 volts. 

Mr. ALLDREAD, in a brief reply to the discussion, said that 
prices which he had recently got out for wood casing and 
screwed conduit showed that the latter could be installed as 
cheaply as wood casing. As to galvanising, if the threads were 


tightly screwed up, galvanising was not necessary. He did 
not believe in aluminium paint, which was made of aluminum 
and varnish. Galvanising was resorted to in order to give pro- 
tection from condensation and subsequent chemical action, and 
he agreed that if condensation could be avoided by vVéntflation, 
it should certainly be done. He had had no experience of 
Cab Tire" cable, and would not, therefore, say anything 
about it. At the same time, he thought that if the 
ends of the cable were gripped efficiently that was all that 
was necessary. As to bunching wires outside, hé saw no 
reason why the water should have any harmful effect upon the 
hard rubber insulation. The whole object in wiring was to 
provide the job at the cheapest possible cost, and not at the 
top cost which it was thought,the customer could afford to 
pay. He agreed with Mr. Crowdy that present-day appren- 
tices were making good workmen, and also that the two wires 
should not be Dut close together in wood casing without the 
centre fillet. There was no doubt that cleat wirmg was one 
of the best systems, but there was no one system which satis- 
factorily met all conditions. As to wages, he would be in- 
clined to put the present percentage of the total cost at even a 
higher figure than that mentioned by Mr. Kirk. His experi- 
ence was that wages were now three to four times as high as 
they were in 1913-14. i 


ELECTROSTATIC ADHESION. . 


GREAT interest has been aroused by the rémarkable demon- 
stration of Messrs. Alfred Johnsen and Knud Rahbek at the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers, and the "correspondence 
which has followed relating to earlier work in the same field. 
In our last issue we drew attention to the discovery of Elisha 
Gray in 1873. which was recorded in our pages, and we have 
now traced the matter further. TM 

As Mr. Rollo Appleyard points out in a letter in this issue, 
whether Edison's chalk-cylinder loud-speaking’ telephone de- 
pended on the Johnsen-Rahbek electrostatic phenomenon, or 
upon electrolytic action, is somewhat in doubt. In Tute Tere- 
GRAPHIC JOURNAL (now ELECTRICAL REVIEW) of April Ist, 1879, 
a detailed illustrated description of Edison’s New Telephone 
Receiver " was printed, from which we reproduce an extract: 

In fig. 1. d d, is a mica disk about four inches in dis- 
meter, held at its edge by suitable frame work: cc isa 
cylinder which can be revolved continuously in the direction of 
the arrows, and which is composed of precipitated chalk mixed 
with potassium hydrate and mercuric acetate, upon a metallic 
axle (shown by the shaded lines). This cylinder is kept slightly 
wetted with water. One end of & metal bar is fixed to the 
centre of the mica disk, and to the other end is fixed a small 
platinum point p, which presses upon the circumference of the 
chalk cylinder. The circuit between line and earth is made 
from this metal bar, through the chalk cylinder. As the 
cylinder is rotated either by hand or other power, the friction 
between the metal bar and the chalk cylinder is very consider- 
able, and the diaphragm is drawn or bowed outward toward 
the cylinder. This operation is purely mechanical and local. 
When the electric waves are transmitted from the distant 


A'ecerrer 


. Transmilier. . 


station by the speaker (who uses Edison's carbon transmitter 
connected in circuit with the induction coil 4 in the usual 
manner) over the wire to the receiver, each wave as it passes 
through the chalk cylinder effects by electro-chemical decoin- 
position more or less neutralisation of the friction between the 
bar and the cylinder according as the wave may be a strong 
or weak one. The resultant effect of each wave is the freeing 
of the diaphragm. permitting it to regain its normal position. 
Thus a series of electric waves, with the alternate space be- 
tween. effects a vibration of the diaphragm in perfect accord 
with the voice of the speaker, the action being solely electrical 
and chemical. The element of time is not a factor as in the 
electro-magnetic instrument of Professor Bell, where. as is well 
known, a perceptible degree of time is requisite for a charge 
and discharge. In this new telephone apparatus Edison dis- 
penses entirelv with the electro-magnet, heretofore used in all 
telephone receivers, substituting the above ‘electro-chemical 
principle. This, by its greater delicacy and power. is made to 
vibrate a very much larger diaphragm than is possible with the 
electro-magnet, thus giving greater volume of sound and obviat- 
ing the necessity for holding the telephone to the ear. By it 
the voice of the speaker is transmitted to the distant station 
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without the loss of volume. In fact, at times, with & very con- 
siderable increase, the telephone speaks louder than the person 
talking at the transmitting station. It also produces the 
highest musical notes with the same perfection as the lower 
ones, something that was found impossible in the old machine. 
These points o1 superiority over the electro-magnet are due to 
the fact that while in the electro-magnet the electric waves 
constitute the force which vibrates the diaphragm of the re- 
ceiver, in the new machine they only control it, the force used 
being strictly local, either the power of hand or clock work.'' 

It will be seen that the action of the instrument 1s ascribed to 
the diminution of friction when the telephone current passed 
between the chalk cylinder and the platinum contact—pre- 
cisely the opposite effect to that observed by Messrs, Johnsen 
and Rahbek, as well as by Elisha Gray, Prot. Barrett, ana Mr. 
Appleyard. The Edison effect is attributed to electrolytic de- 
composition, and it is interesting to note that the cylinder had 
to be kept moist with water. Whether this explanation was 
correct or no was the subject of discussion at the Physical 
Society on March 14th, 1550, reported in THE TELEGRAPHIC 
JOURNAL of April Ist. Mr. Shelford Bidwell showed experi- 
ments supporting the electrolytic theory, and Prof. Ayrton 
apparently held the same view. 

rurther particulars of an improved form of the Edison tele- 
phone were given in THE TELEGRAPHIC JOURNAL of October 15th, 
1879, and we may add that hundreds of these instruments were 
put into use by the British Telephone Co. 

In The Speaking Telephone," by G. B. Prescott. published 
in 1979, Chapter V gives a full account of the researches of 
Elisha Gray, originally communicated to the American Elec- 
trical Society on March 17th, 1875, and quoted by Mr. Apple- 
yard in our " Correspondence " columns to-day. The author 
points out that in experiments with the bath tub success 
was attained only when his finger was dry. Continuing his 
experiments, Gray constructed a cylindrical sounding-box with 
@ metal cover, the box being mounted on a spindle to which a 
crank was attached. The metal cover was connected to earth 
through the spindle, and the operator held one end of the tele- 
phone line in his hand. On rotating the box and pressing the 
fingers against the cover, while the telephone current was tlow- 
ing, he says, the tune that is being played at the other end 
of the line becomes distinctly audible, and may be heard 
throughout a large audience room." Discussing the cause of 
the phenomenon, Gray proved that the effect was due to elec- 
trostatic attraction. Whilst we have not space to quote further 
from this exceedingly interesting article, we may mention that 
Gray applied himself to the transmission of “ composite“ 
signals and to their analvsis at the receiving end, with a view 
to producing “a multiple Morse, a fast printing, an auto- 
graphic and other systems," and succeeded with the aid of 
resonators. He says: " Many signals may, in this way, be 
transmitted over the same wire at the same time, and many 
dispatches sent simultaneously to as many stations. All this 
may be done, too, without affecting the line for its ordinary 
use." On one occasion, when he had been sending tunes over 
a short line, using one of the batteries of the North-Western 
Telegraph Co. at Milwaukee, he was surprised to learn that 
the tunes were reproduced by the relays in the various offices 
along the line. Some of the operators being ignorant of the 
Invention of the telephone at that time, were very much 
amazed at this new exhibition of the musical powers of their 
instruments, and I am told that one gentleman, sixty miles 
from Milwaukee, closed his office that night much earlier than 
he was accustomed to do." It will be remembered that 
America had not then become '' dry.” 


REVIEWS. 


The Electric Lamp Industry. By G. A. PERCIVAL. Pp. xxi + 
x figs. 26. London: Sir 1. Pitman & Sons, Ltd. Price 
~. s. net. 


This little book is one of a series dealing with common 
commodities and industries. It is not intended as a technical 
treatise, but rather to give a general description of the methods 
employed in the manufacture of electric lamps in a modern 
factory. 

The book opens with a brief but interesting account of 
the development of the industry from the experiments of Sir 
Humphrey Davy down to the present date. Ihe manipulation 
of glass and the pumping equipment are next dealt with, and 
the operation of several kinds of vacuum pump is described. 
Some figures are given to show that the molecular pump is 
much superior to others, but no attempt is made to describe 
it. The manufacture of carbon-filament lamps occupies rather 
more space than is justified, seeing that these lamps now 
only form about one-tenth of the world's output. 

It will come us a surprise to most people outside the lamp- 
making industry to observe what a high degree of specialised 
chemical knowledge is required for the production of a com- 
mercial tungsten lamp, first in the reduction of the ore and 
preparation of the pure metal for drawing into wire, and 
later in the use of chemicals in the completed lamp to prevent 
blackening and assist in producing a good vacuum. 

In the chapter on gasfilled lamps, the methods of prepar 
argon are briefly described, and the reasons for using a coile 
filament are stated. but, unfortunately, there appears to be 


an omission of some kind in this chapter, and the argument 
is hardly intelligible. 

The author gives a warning to users of inferior gasfilled 
lamps that sagging of the filament and the consequent opening 
out of the spiral may result in the efficiency being lower than 
that of the ordinary vacuum lamp. 

The most interesting part of tne chapter on arc lamps is 
the description of the Pointolite lamp, in which an arc 18 
formed between a rod of rare earths and a tungsten ball in a 
sealed bulb, the result being a highly concentrated source of 
light of high efficiency. 

There is an excellent chapter on vapour lamps of the are 
and glow discharge types. Considerable advances have been 
made in the design of these lamps recently, and it may well 
be that they are destined ultimately to supersede the filament 
lamp. Certainly the lamps in which the light is obtained by a 
discharge through a rarefied gas approach more nearly to the 
ideal of a cold source of light, whereas the tendency with the 
filament lamp is to obtain higher luminous efficiency. by in- 
creasing the temperature at which the filament is run. Ob- 
viously we must be approaching the limit of improvement in 
this direction, and the vapour lamps offer possibilities of 
research along quite different lines. 

It is a pity that more care was not taken in correcting the 
text of this book. There are a number of errors, some of 
them slight, but others, as indicated above, affecting the 
sense of passages in which they occur, and these mar what 
is otherwise an extremely interesting and readable little book. 


Fundamental Principles of Electric and Magnetic Circuits. 
By F. A. Fisa, M.E. in B.E. Pp. xi+194; 106 figs. Lon- 
don: McGraw Hill Book Co. Price 16s. 6d. net. 


This book has been written with a view to giving under- 
graduates & foundation for their studies of practical electrical 
engineering. 

The author follows the method which has always been used 
in British universities, and sticks closely to fundamental prin- 
ciples; he makes reference to instruments and machines only 
when it is absolutely necessary to do so. 

There is no great novelty in the method of treatment of the 
subject, but the explanations are so clear and accurate that 
the book should become very popular. 

' The chapter headings convey an idea of the ground touched 
on. They are, fundamentals, electricity and magnetism, elec- 
tric circuits, electromagnetism, electrostatics, sine wave, alter- 
nating currents, non-harmonic waves and polyphase currents. 
The allocation of space and care to the different chapters has 
been very well done, and a private student with a knowledge 
of elementary trigonometry and calculus should have very little 
difficulty in working through the book without help. 

The reviewer did not come across any original matter in 
the book, but he was greatly impressed by the very able 
manner in which some of the difficult points were explained. 
The treatment of hysteresis is very clear, and the derivation of 
the B'A/8 formula for an electromagnet is very convincing. 

Several examples on the calculation of currents in networka 
of conductors are fully worked out, but the introduction of 
the delta-star transformation would have been a decided im- 
provement. This transformation which is useful in both d.c. 
and a.c. calculations is widely used in German practice, and 
deserves wider publicity in British and American text books. 
The method of harmonic analvsis adopted by the author is 
very interesting, although a professional mathematician would 
probably be dissatisfied with it. This subject could be taken 
up with advantage by some of the standardisation committees 
as it is of great importance, and students are liable to be 
mixed up by the multiplicity of methods given by various 
authors. 

The final chapter on polyphase currents contains a brief 
treatment of Kirchhoff’s laws applied to alternating currents, 
and gives an introduction to the calculation of currents in 
unbalanced circuits. This type of problem 1s generally care- 
fully neglected by writers on alternating currents, although 
its importance must be obvious to everyone. 

The use of pounds and inches as standard units is unfor- 
tunate, and the reviewer is of the opinion that the book would 
have been improved by the addition of a few unsolved 
problems at the end of each chapter, but apart from this, he 
can thoroughly recommend the work to university and techni- 
cal college students who are beginning the subject of electrical 
engineering. 

The printing and reproduction of the diagrams are of the 
usual high standard of the McGraw Hill Co. 


The Electrical Handling of Materials. Volume I. Electrical 
Equipment. By H. H. BnovamroN, M. I. M. E., M. I. E. E. 
Pp. iv 200; 231 figs. London: Benn Brothers, Ltd. 
Price 95s. net. 


This review is concerned only with the first of the four 
volumes of which the work is composed. 

The three remaining volumes deal with structural steelwork 
and mechanical equipment, cranes and crane mechanisms, and 
machinery and methods of handling and storing material. 

The present work is a revised edition of the author's book 
on electric cranes and hoists, and has been almost entirely 
rewritten. 
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It 1s intended both for the user and the designer, and con- 
tains a number of typical specifications as & guide to the former 
in selecting appliances for his purposes, whilst the latter is 
provided with a large amount ot information in the shape of 
drawings and particulars of machines and the principles 
underlying their design. 

In his introduction the author lays stress on the evils of 
the system of casual labour at the docks and the social advan- 
tages of replacing this casual labour by mechanical methods 
of handling material. Although it would appear to be true 
that the introduction of what the author calls labour-aiding 
appliances does not, in the long run, adversely affect the 
amount of employment available, it is very ditticult to convince 
the dock labourer that the use of a machine which does the 
work of twenty men is to his advantage. 

We suspect that the economic aspect of the case is usually 
the deciding factor. The high rate of wages now paid for 
unskilled work, and the necessity for quicker clearing of 
eargoes. are all in favour of mechanical methods, and this 
work should prove particularly valuable at the present time. 

In the chapter on electric motors, the types which are 
suitable for use under various conditions are described with 
reference to their operating characteristics. 

Performance curves and general equations are given, from 
which the theory of speed regulation is developed in a clear 
and convincing manner. In describing the electric braking 
of a series motor by the method in which the field is separately 
excited, however, the author quotes what he describes as a 
lucid description from the Elektrotechnische Zeitschrift. This 
may have been lucid in the original, but 1s certainly not so 
in the translation. " 

Although no attempt is made to deal with the design of 
motors, the essential requirements for this work are outlined, 
and weights. speeds, and ratings for various standard lines 
of motors are given. = 

The author wisely insists on the need for standardisation 
and interchangeability of parts, and gives some striking figures 
of the saving that can be effected in maintenance costs by 
proper consideration of these points. 

In the chapter on intermittent rating, it is shown from 
first principles that the rating of a motor should be based on 
the Joad factor, and examples are given to illustrate the 
differences obtained in actual cases between this method of 
rating and the more common one of a time basis. 

In applying the theory for the heating of a homogeneous 
body to the complicated structure of a motor. considerable 
assumptions have to be made, but the author makes a strong 
case for load factor rating, and it is certainly less empirical 
than the older method of time rating. | 

A large number of types of controller are described and 
illustrated. The operation and wiring diagrams in this section 
are exceedingly good, well chosen, and well reproduced, the 
latter point being particularly important in the case of the 
more complicated diagrams of connections. 

The dynamical theory of rotating bodies is given with 
sufficient fulness to show how the power required can be 
calculated in any given case, and also tables and examples 
which will in many instances enable such calculations to be 
dispensed with. 

. Numerous references are given to other literature on the 
subjects dealt with, and there is a useful index. 

It is evident that much care and thought have been expended 
to make this work complete in all the details of the electric 
handling of materials, and it will prove to be a very valuable 
addition to the literature of the subject. E - 


— 


LEGAL. 


JONES v. GREENLING ELECTRIC SurrLIES, LID. ` 


IN the King's Bench Division on June 3rd, Mr. Justice 
Bailhache heard an action brought by Mr. S. G. Jones. 
carrying on business at Audrey House, Elv Place. London, 
against Greenling Electric Supplies, ltd.. of High Holborn, 
to recover £116, the value of certain flush tvpe ammeters and 
voltmeters supplied to the defendants on September 23rd, 
1990. | 

PLaiNTiFF said the contract was for a gross of each, and 
defendants had failed to take delivery of all the goods. They 
said it was agreed that the time for delivery. viz., seven days, 
should be extended. but in breach of the agreement the 
plaintiff had failed to deliver within the agreed time, and 
they accordingly cancelled the order and accepted the failure 
to deliver as a repudiation of the contract. 

His LoRpsuriP held that the defendants were bound to 
pav for the goods, and gave judgment for the plaintiff for 
the amount claimed. 


Re Bastian Evectnic Co., Lrp. 


THE petition of W. F. N. May and Another for an order for 
the compulsory liquidation of the above company was again 
hefore Mr. Justice P. O. Lawrence in the Companies Wind- 
ind-up Court on Tuesday, last week. 

Mr. Schwank, K.C.. for the company, opposed a winding-up 
order, saying that the company was solvent, but it had. 
dot beon able to pay that particular debt because jt had 


not sufficient cash in hand. But it had large contracts 
for the supply of parts for electric heating apparatus. He 
alleged that Messrs. May & Padmore. who were concerned 
in the affairs of the company, had broken an agreement with 
regard to trading, and were trying to spoil the company's 
trade, which had improved considerably of late. 

This was denied by Mr. D. PolLock, and his LoRpsur 
adjourned the petition for another 14 days. 


CONTRAVENTIONS OF POWER RESTRICTION ORDERS. 


AT Bristol, on May 30th, Henry Jones, a patent flour manu- 
facturer, was charged with non-compliance with the provi 
sions of the Coal Emergency Directions, 1921, in that he failed 
to restrict the use of electricity in his works to 50 per cent. 
of the average consumption prior to April last. Ihe prosecu- 
tion stated that defendant had been notified of the restric- 
tions, but had announced his intention of applying for a 
permit to use full power as a food manufacturer. He was 
informed, however, that no permit would be issued as flour 
could be used for food without special treatment. Defendant 
said that although he had not paid particular attention to his 
power consumption, he had introduced shorter working hours 
for his employés. A fine of 7 guineas was inflicted. 

A similar charge was preferred against Herbert Masters, a 
wholesale clothier. For the prosecution it was stated that 
defendant had used 69 per cent. above the power permitted 
to be used. Defendant pleaded ignorance of the local Restric- 
tions Order, but stated that he had complied with it upon 
becoming cognisant of it. It was urged, in reply, that the 
warning circular had received the widest publicity. Defen- 
dant was fined 5 guineas. 


SEDITION CHARGE. 


TRE hearing of the case against Frederick Newington. district 
secretary of the Wandsworth Branch of the Electrical Trades 
Union, for committing an act calculated to cause disaffection 
amongst H.M. Forces (ELFC. Rev., May 20th, p. 645). was re- 
sumed on June 2nd at Bow Street. It was reported tbat a 
letter had been received from the Solicitor of the Union stating 
that branches had been informed that the fact that a member 
joined the Defence Force was not a sufficient reason to bms 
about his expulsion from the Union unless he ceased to pay his 
contributions. ‘The action of Newington and his branch was 
apparently taken in error. The men who had been expeled 
had been informed that the resolution expelling them had been 
rescinded and annulled. The object of the prosecution having 
been attained, counsel withdrew the summons. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters received by us after 5 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the following week. Correspondents should forward their communi- 
cations at the earliest possible moment. No letter can be published 
unless we have the writer's name and address in our possession, 


The Electricity Supply Bill. 


Your leading article in the issue of June 3rd contains several 
pertinent points upon which, with your kind permission, I 
should like to make a few remarks. | 

{ plead guilty to referring almost entirely to the London 
Area, and for the reason that, not having had the advantage 
of being present at any of the Provincial inquiries and hearing 
all the evidence, I am unable to express a fair opinion. Judg- 
ing by what I have heard and read, however, it would appear 
that many of the conclusions I have arrived at with respect to 
the london Area Scheme apply equally to those of the Pro- 
vinces, and I believe I am correct in stating that the financial 
expert engaged upon the London Scheme is also engaged upon 
at least some of the Provincial schemes, and that his conciu- 
sions are similar. 

Your reference to Mr. Leslie Gordon's report to the Execu- 
tive Committee of the London Conference is somewhat unfor- 
tunate, for the reason that. I believe, that report referred to 
the complete scheme originally proposed, which included the 
erection of super-stations. These super-stations could not 
have been erected without a Joint Electricity Authority having 
financial powers under the Bill. That part of the scheme 
(super-stations) has now been abandoned, or at least deferred 
for several years, and a scheme for linking-up and developing 
the existing undertakings substituted, and I shall be surprised 
if many of the Provincial Areas do not ultimately adopt a 
similar scheme, as they could probably all do so with advan- 
tage. It could be carried out under the control of the Elec- 
tricity Commissioners, and far more ‘effectively, they being 
experts, than would be the case under a Joint Electricity 
Authority composed entirely of laymen with no special know- 
ledge of the subject. i , 
These circumstances considerably strengthen my contention 
that the Bill should be dropped, or the financial clauses 
removed and the protective clauses referred to in my article 
inserted. l 

In your leading article you say: , 

'" Failing tbe Bill what is the alternative? na s 
the existing chaos, and to make the best of the situation by 
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linking-up the present generating stations and installing new 
plant in them where possible. ` 

I venture to say that '' the existing chaos exists more in 
the minds of numbers of people as an obsession, than in 
reality. The various systems are undoubtedly inconvenient, 
but I very much doubt that they have materially checked the 
progress of the electricity supply business. It is a question 
whether the great cost of stundardising would be justified, 
unless spread over a great many years. 

In addition to the cost of new generating and transforming 
plant and distributing mains, every consumer who possessed 
motors or other appliances not suitable for the standard system 
would have to be compensated. 

The latter portion of your statement is disposed of by the 
fact that the linking-up and development of the existing 
undertakings, which you criticise so severely, has been found 
to be the only scheme possible for some years. 

In the last paragraph of your article you say: With 
regard to the two amendments suggested, the first would ap- 
pear to wreck the whole scheme." By this I presume you 
mean also the Bill, as it would not affect the London Scheme 
now proposed, nor any similar scheme, if carried out under 
the control of the Commissioners. 

The insertion of the proposed clause should not affect the 
passing of the Bill, if its supporters are confident that the 
formation and operation of the Joint Electricity Authorities 
will not necessitate a charge upon the rates. 


The Writer of the Article. 
June 4th, 1921. 


Mr. Leslie Gofdon's memorandum from which we quoted 
was dated May 7th, 1921, for the meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the Conference on May 10th. 

If part of the scheme to which he referred has been aban- 


doned, including the proposal to establish a Joint Electricity 


Authority, the change must have been made at or after that 
meeting (May 10th); and if our correspondent is basing his 
remarks on & modified scheme without a Joint Authority, 
which has not yet been made public, while we are dealing 
with: the original complete scheme as published, it is obvious 
that we are at cross-purposes, and cannot arrive at agreement. 

Towards the end of the letter the same impression is given 
by the statement that linking-up and development of the 
existing undertakings '' has been found to be the only scheme 
possible for some years," and ''it would not affect the 
London Scheme now proposed." Under the circumstances 
we must await the revelation of the modified scheme which. 
we gather. is to be placed before the Commissioners without 
prior publication.—Eps. Erec. Rrv.] 


Screwed v. Grip System. 


In an interesting and practical paper read by Mr. F. D. 
Alldread before the National Association of Supervising Elec- 
tricians, he states that there is very little difference between 
the cost of an installation carried out on the screwed system 
as compared with one carried out on the grip system. 

A case that occurred the other day in a factory not a 
hundred miles from Birmingham furnishes a good illustration 
to the contrary. 

Some motors had to be installed to run on the 440-volt 
supply, and several motors had to be installed on the 220-volt 
supply. I$ was arranged that the 440-volt circuits should be 
run in screwed tubing, and the 220-volt should be wired on 
the Walsall grip system. The most experienced man of the 
two men employed was given the job of carrying out the 
screwed work, and a man of less experience carried out the 
. work of the grip system. The runs in both cases were almost 


identical, but it was found that it was possible for the less 


experienced man to wire up three motors in the time that it 
took to wire up one motor on the screwed system. The man 
doing the screwed work was taxed with being somewhat 
slow, and retorted that he would guarantee to wire up at 
least four motors on the grip system while one was being 
wired up on the screwed system. 

Mr. Alldread in his paper did not sufficiently emphasise 
that although the grip fittings are practically equivalent in 
cost to screwed fittings, the tubing necessary is very much 
cheaper, and the saving in labour on most installations is 
very considerable indeed. 

We all agree that in some circumstances a screwed installa- 
tion is absolutely the best. but I contend that a great deal 
of money is often wasted’ in installing screwed work where 
an installation with the Walsall grip system would give 
equallv good resulta. 

With regard to the electrical continuity of the sheathing, 
Mr. Alldread emphasises the necessitv of seeing that the 
enamel is always removed from the tuhing before insertion 
into the fittings, but I shonld like to know if he has ever 
taken any tests for continuitv even if this removal of the 
enamel is omitted. While T aeree that it is advisable to insist 
upon the removal of enamel bein carried out. it ia certainly 
surprising what heavy currents can be carried without any 
overheating of the joints by a run of tubing and fittings, even 
if the removal of the enamel is omitted. 

D. G. Brooks, 


| Birmingham. 
May Ath, 1041, 


Converting 50-cycle, 1, 500. volt Alternating to Direct 
Current. 


In your issue of May 20th appears an abstract of the report 


of a committee which was formed to report to the Electricity 
eon on the requirements of electricity supply in 
ent. 

In the section dealing with the electrification of the S.E. 
and C. Railway the conclusion is reached that 50-cycle. 1,500- 
V rotaries are unreliable and motor generators or 750-V rotaries 
In series too costly (presumably in both first cost and 
efficiency). 

Is this not a clear case for the adoption of motor-converters? 
and have they not been overlooked? 

K. W. 


June Ist, 1921. 


Cables for Hot Situations. 


The conditions mentioned by your correspondent as to the 
use of cables in continuous high temperatures are not so 
severe, and provided that the temperature is maintained fairly 
constant, O.T.S. will prove satisfactory. 

I have tried almost every conceivable method of wiring 
d vind rooms at temperatures up to 150 deg. F. and with very 
high humidity, and I can say that the only really successful 
installations have been carried out with asbestos sheathed 
wires mounted on porcelain insulators away from the ceilings 
and walls. ' 

The asbestos is not a good electrical insulator, and merely 
serves as a non-inflammable protection to the bare wires, and 
where the switch wires are carried through the walls into 
switches outside $he rooms in question, the wires should be 
led in separate porcelain leading-in tubes and never bunched 
together. i 

Will your correspondent notify your readers at a later stage 
as to the life of the lamps running under the conditions 
he now details?—as he will certainly have some curious data 
withou$ any reasonable explanation for the '' variables." 

Is it impossible to illuminate the rooms in question from 
the outside? 
loss of heat. 


Nottingham. 
May 31st, 1921. 


There are several ways of doing this without 


E. G. Phillips. 


Copper Losses in a Three-phase Motor Stator. 


In reply to Mr. Voorhoeve's letter regarding this subject, 
may I state that I quite appreciate his remarks to the effect 
that in the actual machine the stator copper losses would be 
slightly higher than those obtained by the method outlined. 

The importance of the correcting factor would, however. 
depend upon the degree of accuracy required, and also upon 
the ratio of the stator copper loss to the actual losses. Usually, 
this ratio is somewhere about 1:3, and if we assume an 
efficiency of 85 per cent., the reduced efficiency obtained b 
increasing the copper losses with the factor suggested, 
namely, 1.15, would amount to less than 1 per cent. This 
reduction would generally be less as the size of the machine 
increased, and therefore would not be of material importance. 

I must admit, however, to Mr. Voorhoeve that in some 
cases it might be desirable to increase to a slight extent the 
stator copper losses calculated by the method described, in 
order to compensate for the increased resistance, but. as stated, 
the actual factor to employ would depend principally on the 
type and size of machine. At the same time probably no 
great error is introduced by neglecting this correcting tactor 
altogether, although perhaps this will be more a matter of 
personal opinion. 

A. Nash. 


Manchester. 
May 31st, 1921. 


Coal Shortage and Oil Fuel. 


I see that the good old discussion about Diesel engines is 
being revived, as a consequence of the miners’ strike. Of 
course, it is ridiculous from a scientific point of view to burn 
under a boiler any fuel which will work in a gas producer. 
of anything like normal design, or stil more, which will 
burn in a Diesel engine cylinder. Actually we use about 
three times as much oil under boilers as we do under the 
cylinder cover of & Diesel engine, both being in good order, 
with an average load factor. We will suppose that the turbo- 
alternators are absolutely reliable, that is, the cost and trouble 
of running them are zero. 

If the boilers are capable of supplying 2,000 kW each, and 
for the sake of comparison. the Diesel engines are capable 
of supplying 2,000 kW each, will the gain due to the de- 
creased consumption of oil be worth the trouble and expense 
of Diesel engines? Of course, I would sav yes, but then I 
have used both. Let everyone figure i$ out for his own case 
(and then subtract any trouble he may have had with a tur. 
bine, if still in doubt). 

In a boiler we may have decreased production of steam. 
due to burst tubes, either in the boiler or economiser, or 
even in the condenser. It will take, say, 20 minutes to get a 
boiler on the range, to help or replace a '' dud." It will take 
20 seconds, say half a minute, to put a Diesel set on load: 
nt course, if you miss eynchroniring as the speed is rising you 
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may. have to operate the governor gear, and that will take 
longer, say three-quarters of a minute. (You couldn't miss 
paralleling.) A Diesel engine will.require approximately as 
much attention as a boiler, both being oil-fired. Ihe main 
erence is that an overloaded boiler wil burst tubes, and 
an overloaded Diesel engine will (f of ancient manufacture), 
bresk crankshafts. 

Of course (I admit this serious drawback). in the event of 

a, strike, there is every chance that the Diesel station could 
be. run, either by the chief. or by the Indian engine- room 
crews of any ships lying in our ports, or by casual labour (en- 
gineering students), provided that the plant was in good order. 
I claim that there is an advantage, however, which balances 
this, namely : It would be quite possible to lay down remote 
controlled sub-stations, with cheap plant. say, old submarine 
engines and old bipolar machines. These stations could be 
started up quite successfully if a microphone was fitted, and 
would supply, say, d.c. lighting and traction current, during 
the awkward few hours which some stations have occasionally. 

‘No doubt the best solution to almost every problem is part 
turbo, part Diesel. 

I hope that the demand for really reliable Diesel engines 
will encourage sufficient orders in the future to make the 
British Diesels as reliable as the special engines made in 
Germany, Switzerland, 2nd Belgium. 


11 One Junior Charge Engineer. 
June 4th, 192]. 
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n C. r. S. Cable in Iron Pipes. 


pu considerable experience in the use of C.T.S. cable for 
wiring. particularly in situations detrimental to various classes 
of cable, I venture to gve my conclusions in reply to the letter 
of Mr. B. W. Goddard contained in your issue of the 3rd inst. 

I have recently tested several installations where C.T.S. wire 
has been drawn through disconnected gas piping which 
originally carried gas to outlying buildings. When electricity 
superseded gas it was decided to risk using the piping laid 
underground for both the radiator and lighting mains. 

"Pwin C.T.S. cable was employed (in one instance nine years 
ago) and the test proved the cable to be in excellent condition. 
Where no gas piping exists I have used enamelled screwed con- 
duit sunk in the ground with highly satisfactory results. 

Frequently I have sunk C.T.S. wire direct in the ground. 
placing sand on top to the depth of about 3 in. Over this sand 
narrow boards of creosoted wood were placed and the trench 
filled or levelled up with the original soil. The shortage of 
conduit during the war period prompted this procedure, and I 
have yet to learn of a fault. In one instance a zealous inspector 
insisted upon the sheathing being earthed—until he was con- 
vinced that it was not metal. 

In conclusion, I would indicate that a London municipal elec- 
tricity supply department whose system of distribution is alter- 
nating current, single phase, and which is renowned for its 
stringent adherence to wiring rules, has very recently speci- 
fed C.T.S. wiring throughout for the dust destructor estab- 
lshment and public baths and wash-houses. Needless to say, 
these . installations have to withstand various destructive 
elements, including condensation, rust and wide temperature 


variations. 
| W. Ellerd:Styles. 
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l Leytonstone, E. II. 
dune 6th, 1921. 
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The Grading of Mains Engineers. 


It is somewhat difficult to imagine what useful purpose can 
possibly be served by indulgence in the type of argument 
used by some of your correspondents relative to the grading 
under the E.P.E. A. Schedyle. Instead of confining the dis- 
cussion to what I quite agree is the grotesquely unjust treat- 
ment meted out to him, the charge engineer proceeds to be- 
little the status and requisite ability of the mains engineer. 
whereupon the latter retorts with an equally complimentary 
opinion of his colleagues in the power station. Such mutual 
disparagement does not assist in any way towards a redress of 
the grievance caused by the glaring anomaly in the schedule. 
while it is distinctly unedifying. 

I am one of the unhappy '' Grade 8's,” but I do not in the 
least begrudge the mains engineer his good fortune. Were I 
to find mvself floundering in a auagmire. it would not afford 
mo any solace to bespatter with mud those who had suc- 
ceeded in finding solid ground. however prone I might be to 
contrast my unenviable lot with theirs. Rather would I look 
to them to reach out a helping hand, so that I might extricate 
my feet and presently join them on the bank. To pursue the 
metaphor. my ouarrel would be, not with my drv-shod 
fellows, but with those who were responsible for putting us 
in our respective positions. 

The mains encineers were fortunste enough to be well 
represented on the Negotiating Committee, and they were 
well served by their representatives: that's all. The charge 
engineers were hadler represented. and who are more to blame 
for this than thev themselves? So long as thev continue ‘to 
vote almost exclusively for “day men " candidates for elec- 
tion to section committees, just so Jong will they find their 
enecial claims overlonked and meclected. I do not accuse 
“ day men " of deliberately or intentionally slighting their 
colleagues on shift work. but it has been my experience that 


after a man has secured a day job his memory of the dis- 
advantages of working round the clock and at week-ends, &c.. 
rapidly tades and his sympathy. warm at the beginning, coois 
off in a very brief space of time. It is human nature, not 
callousness. For this reason, a strong leavening of shift men 
ought to be elected on the committees, and shift members 
af the Association have the remedy for their present pligut in 
their own hands. 

In conclusion, I regard it as questionable whether the airing 
of these domestic squabbles in your hospitable columns is 
calculated to discover a panacea for the ills complained of. 
At any rate, I agree with A. B." that criticism should be 
constructive and not destructive. 

* Grade 8.” 


June 6th, 1921. 
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Retentive Force, and a Tale of a Tub. 


It 1s to be hoped that the valuable suggestions of Mr. A. A. 
Campbell Swinton and of Sir William barrett, referred to in 
your issue of June 3rd, will lead some of your readers to 
repeat those experiments of the 1570-1880 period, and to 
elucidate the question of the extent to which they have a 
bearing upon the brilliant results recently obtained by Mr. 
Alfred Johnsen and Mr. Knud Rahbek. Unfortunately, the 
events of the last six years have deprived me of access to the 
necessary apparatus, but I venture to indicate a line of 
research. 

Sir William Barrett has put forward the view that Edison's 
loud-speaking or chalk-cylinder telephone depends upon the 
adhesion that occurs when an electric current is maintained 
across the contact-surface of a badly conducting materal and 
a metal. Mr. Campbell Swinton has reminded us that Elisha 
Gray attributed the action of ‘‘a speaking telephone to 
electrostatic attraction, and that consequently Elisha Gray's 
apparatus was an early exemplification of the principle now 
being discussed. The evidence in favour of Elisha Gray's 
apparatus appears to me to be convincing; but with regard to 
Edison's chalk-cylinder there is a doubt—just such a doubt 
as suggests a fascinating investigation. 

The literature relating to these two instruments is some 
what difficult to trace, but I have succeeded in finding definite 
information concerning both of them. In the Proceedings of 
the Royal Dublin Society there is an entry that on January 
19th, 1880. Sir William Barrett laid before the Section on 
Physical and Experimental Science a communication on 

Edison s Loud-speaking Telephone, and the Theory ol ita 
Action ’’; but, so far as I can trace, the Proceedings Atam 
no account of that communication. The official report sears 
to be the summary on p. 483 of Nature for March 18t.: 1880. 
The curious thing is that this report describes not e ctro- 
static attractions, but exactly the reverse effects: a '' di: inu- 
tion of friction," a ‘‘ reduction of ‘ stiction,’’’ a '' re," 'sive 
action," an ''electrodynamic action " between the ru’ ating 
cylinder and the platinum-faced arm. Before pronouncing 
judgment, the whole report should be read—it is easily a. :s- 
sible, and quite short—and an appeal should be made to cx- 
periment to prove whether these effects are to be attril:uted 
to retentive forces or to electrolytic actions produci the 
equivalent of lubrication. Elisha Gray's apparatus has u nest 
enchanting history. He described it himself in a deligittul 
paper on the Transmission of Musical Tones Telegraphie— 
ally " in the Journal of the American Electrical Society ot 
March 17th, 1875. He showed tho instrument to Tyndall in 
1874, and he invented it probably in 1873. His son was play- 
ing with a Ruhmkorff coal and had connected one of the 


‘secondary terminals to a dry zinc bath. Elisha Gray noticed 


that when his son's dry hand touched the zine, the bath 
emitted the same note as the coil. He then made a rotary 
sound-box with a metal flange, which he could rub instead of 
rubbing the bath, and thus he produced notes of various 
pitches according to the rate of interruption of the coil. The 
whole of this marvellous tale of a tub deserves to be re- 
printed. Elisha Gray definitely states that we have here 
the conditions of a static charge," and that the sensation 
when the sound was produced was as though my finger had 
suddenly adhered to the plate, and then as suddenlv let go. 
producing a sound.“ Tyndall preferred to rub with bacon 
rind. 

By good fortune I found a pamphlet in the Patent Office 
Library containing an illustrated report of a lecture delivered 
at Norwich, December 29th, 1877. on ‘‘ Telephones Old and 
New," by Sir William Barrett. This also deserves to be re- 
printed, for it contains an account of Elisha Gray’s apparatus 
and of a good deal besides that ought to be better known. 


London. Rollo Appleyard. 
June 6th, 1991. 
[We refer to this subject em p. 744 in this issue.—ips. 


Pec REv.] 
— 


New Canadian Electric Steel Plant.— An electric steel 
foundry plant, the firat of ite kind east of Montreal, bas juet been 
established at New Glawrów, bu the J. W. Cummings Manufac- 
turing Oo., Ltd. The plant wilt turn out electrio steel castings. 
and will cater for the trade of the Maritime Provinces and New- 
foundland.— Reuter's Trade Service (Halifax, X. S.). 
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Bankruptey Proceedings. — WILLIAN WHEATOROFT, 162, 
Freeman Street, Great Grimsby, electrician.—The public examina- 
tion of this debtor was held on June 2nd, at the Town Hall, Great 
Grimsby. The statement of affairs disclosed liabilities of £753, 
and there waa a deficiency of £737. It appeared that after being 
demobilieed from the Army, the debtor commenced business as an 
electrician in March, 1919, with £100 whi:h he borrowed from a 
relative. He discontinued. the business in 1920, He attributed his 
present position to bad trade. The examination was adjourned. 

H. E. CARR. electrical contractor, Goole.— Ti ustee (Mr. C. R. 
Townend, Carlisle Chambers, Goole), appointed May 31st. 

J. 8. DENLEY (Denley & Co.), electrician and cycle dealer, 69, 
Regent Street, Cheltenham. —First and final dividend of 3s. in the 
£, payable June 9th, at the Official Receiver's office, 26, Baldwin 
Street. Bristol. 

R. P. BAKER and F. C. STUBBS (Sheffield Electric Construction 
Co.) electrical engineers, Sheffield. First meeting, June 14th. 
Public examination, July 7th, both at Sheffield, 


Company Liquidations, — AMALGAMATED ELECTRIC 
‘Works, Lrp., 32, St. Mary Axe, London, E.C.—The creditors 
‘interested herein were called together on May 31st, at Winchester 
House, E.C. Mr. P. Houstoun, of the British Traders’ Association, 
was elected to the chair. Mr. J. L. Mahon, chartered accountant, 
of Windsor House, Kingsway, W.C., who had been appointed to act 
as the liquidator in the voluntary liquidation of the company, pre- 
sented a statement of affairs which showed liabilities of £1,301. 
Of that amount £901 was due to the trade, while Mr. J. A. Bower 
wat a cash creditor for £100. After allowing £74 for preferential 
claims, the assets were estimated to realise £672, or a deficiency of 
£629. The company was registered on September 26th, 1919, 
with a nominal capital of £5,000 in £1 shares. Only 102 shares 
had been issued, but they were allotted for cash. About three 
months ago a balance-sheet was prepared, and it showed a profit of 
about £75. The present position had been brought about very 
largely by the fall in prices. The company had suffered through 
the slump in trade, and it appeared that recently goods had been 
sold at coat prices in order to obtain money. The directors of the 
company were Messrs. J. A. Bower and A. S. Richards. No 
directors’ fees had ever been paid. Mr. Bower had never drawn 
anything from the company, while Mr. Richards received a nominal 
salary. In answer to a question, one of the directors stated that 
goods had been sold recently at cost, and ander, in order to get 
money to meet pressing creditore. The goods so sold comprised 
old stock, principally cvt-outs and bells. The latter came from 
Belgium. Dissatisfaction was expressed at the position disclosed, 
and the representative of the Newman Electric Co. proposed a 
resolution in favour of an application being made to the Court for 
the appointment of Mr. T. J. Wilson, of Mesars. Wilson, Hunter 
and Co., chartered accountants, 59-60, Old Bailey, E.C., as the 
liquidator of the company. The representative of Messrs. William 
Geipel & Oo., Ltd, seconded the motion, which was carried. The 
following are creditors :— 


Green, Albert, Ltd. ix .. £29 Newman Electric Co. - .. £127 


Cheadle & Waltho " is 5. 16 Electrical Components, Ltd. .. 2 
Ward & Goldstone we 132 Fillery Frères et Cie. . 40 
Leach, S. G., & Co., Ltd. .. 23 Bonnella Bros. z$ .. 90 
Clark, E. E., & Son.. „ „40 Siugleton, Benda, & Co.. . 96 
Froy, Win., x Sons . KT Davies, Kent & Stewart .. tn Xl 
International Elcctric Co. se. 21 Engineering Works, Ltd. . 80 
Geipel & Co., Ltd. : 79 : 


BTONETCROER Eren 0 Works, LTD. — Winding up volun- 


tarily. Liquidator. Mr. E. Chetter, 26, North John Street, Liver - 
pool. A meeting of oreditors is called for June 17th at Liverpool. 

Dissolution of Partnership.—Bass & Co., electrical 
engineers, 402, Essex Road, Islington, N.— Mr. W. S. Bass and Mr. 
R. A. Jones have dissolved partnership. Debts will be attended to 


by Mr. R. A. Jones, who will continue the business, 


Trade Aunouncements.— THE CONSOLIDATED PNEU- 
MATIC TOOL Co., LTD., of London, has opened a branch office at 
8, Clive Street, Calcutta, under the management of Captain E. 
Grigg. A stock of air compressors, oil engines, and portable tools, 
both pneumatic aud electric, together with all necessary spare parta 
and accessories is kept there, and particulars of the erection and 
operation of the company’s Giant semi-Diesel oil engines can also 
be obtained from Captain Grigg. Messrs. G. & A. Angus, of 
Rangoon, and the United Engineers, Ltd., of Singapore, have been 
appointed agents for Burma and the East Indies respectively. and 
they will carry stocks of the manufactures of the Consolidated 
Pneumatic Tool Co., Ltd. 

MESSRS. H. E. ASHDOWN (BIRMINGHAM), LTD., have taken 
possession of their new and larger works at Aldridge Road, Perry 
Ba . Birmingham, where they have better facilities for meeting 
the increasing demand for their various mica insulating materials 
for electrical purposes, and land available for further developments 
as required. 

THE PREMIER ELECTRICAL Co. is removing to larger premises, 
and its add. ess on and atter June 25th will be 48, Grosvenor 
Road, Tunbridge Wells. 

Messrs. ALBERT LEE & Co., LTD., are circularising the trade 
with reference to their large atocks of electrical accessories. 

The address of the Publicity Organisation of the GENERAL 
ELECTRIC Co., LTD., will remain as at present 92-4, Queen Victoria 
Street, EC. 4, but ita telephone numbers will be ''Oentral 2604 


and 2605," instead of London Wall 3600" aa heretofore... ..:. 


Catalogues and Lists.— Tun A. E. F. n roam 
Co., 2, Clarendon Road, Turnpike Lane, Hornsey, N. 8. A pries 
list of standard accumulators and motor-car lighting sets. - 

Messrs. Ruston & HORNSBT. LTD., Lincoln .—Catalogue 4,078 
(32 pages).—A well-illustrated brochure dealing with ' Ruston * 
cold- "Starting oilengines. Fullparticulars and details of tests are 
given, and views of a number of installations are included in the 
catalogue. f 

THE MACFARLANE ENGINEERING Co., LTD. Netherlee Road, 
Cathcart.— Five price-lista of motors, dealing respectively with d.c., 
50-cyocle slip-ring. 50-cycle squirrel- cage, 25-cycle slip-ring, and 
25-cycle squirrel.cage types. Also a list of users and terms of sate. 

BRITISH INSULATED AND HELSBY OABLES, LTD, Prescot, 
Lancashire. — Publication H 90, dealing with Helsby 4 Ozone- 
proof” cables, with an illustration and full particulars of various 
sizes, Publication No. P 170, describing various insulating 
varnishes and giving particulars of tests. 

ELECTRICAL UTILITIES, LTD., 1-3, Shelgate Road, Battersea 
Rise, 8.W. 11.—Leaflet H 1, giving ‘illustrations and very- full 
particulars of the Lightning" oven. Alsos sheet giving details of 
the results of tests carried out with this appliance. Ae 

Sun ELECTRICAL Co., LTD., 118-120, Charing Cross | Réed, 
W.C.2.—List No. 331, a priced and illustrated booklet dealing 
with many types of electrio fans, and also with small d.o. motos 
ranging from 36 to ł b.p 

MESSRS. ALAND & Co. 203, Great Dover Street, S. E. 1 Twi 
illustrated and priced leaflets dealing respectively with the Boro ” 
fan forge in various sizes and ‘‘ Aland " improved exhaust fans. 

Messrs. SUPERLAMP, LTD., 111, Great Eastern Street, £0.82: 
Priced leaflet relating to electrical accessories, 

THE GENERAL ELECTRIC Co, LTD, Magnet House, Kingsway; 
W.C.2.—Installation Leaflet No. P 2, 453. This illustrates and 
describes a 4,500-kVA Fraser & Chalmers. G.E.C. turbo-alternator 
set, and 400-kW motor-generator sets, installed in the Eest Bienen 


. of the Newport Corporation. 


catalogues Wanted.—Mn. H. J. Davey, who has 
taken over the business of H. C. Robinson & Oo., electric light and 
power engineers, 377, New North Road, London, N. l, aria 
receive catalogues from manufacturers, &c. 


Adjudicatlon Arnulled, — W. H. PEASE, cocos 
engineer, late of the Royal Hotel Shops. Scarborough and Donoaster, 
Adjudication annulled June 2nd, the debts having been paid in full. 


Safeguarding of Industries Bill,—This Bill was under 
discussion in the House of Commons on Monday, when the motion 
had been moved for its second reading. It is described aa A Bill 
to impose duties of Customs on certain goods with a view to the 
safeguarding of certain special industries and the saf of 
employment in industries in the United Kingdom against 
effects of the depreciation of foreign currencies and the dis | of 
imported goods at prices below the cost of production, and for 
purposes connected therewith,” It is in three XD Safe- 
guarding of Key Industries; (2) Prevention of ‘Dumping; 
(3) General. Copies may be obtained at H.M. Stationery Office, 
price 2d. net. 

Sir D. Maclean moved the rejection of the measure. "Hé said 
that the proposals were against the tide of authoritative opinion, 
and quoted from the Bankers’ Manifesto. Mr. Baldwin, President 
of the Board of Trade, replied, and in referring to ‘the bankers’ 
views, said he did not believe that any experts in the City 
or elsewhere could say what the course of foreign trade was 
going to be during the next two or three years. There were men 
of great experience who believed that in thé near future we mises 
have to meet fleroer competition from Germany than we had | 
had, and no Government could neglect to take some steps tó us 
tect employment at a time so full of doubt and uncertainty. 
said that the Government was only taking such steps Ws 
believed to be necessary when the n of our own péople 
was likely to be seriously affected. The Bill was presented as AI 
honest and boná-fide attempt to do something in a time of 
emergency. They knew that it would lead to criticism from'mahy 
of their own friends, but they believed the Bill to be n 
and they would do their best to secure its becoming an Aot st 
Parliament. The debate was continued. 

On Tuesday the Bill passed the second reading by a majority of 
312 to 92 votes. 


Electricians’ Wages.—We have el from the General 
Secretary of the N.F.E.A. a letter showing that the previously- 
arranged wage reductions in the contracting and shipbuilding 
branches of the electrical industry have now been confirmed by 
both parties. 


The Australian 44-Honrs’ Week.—The Sydney Morning 
Herald says that Judze Beeby, sitting as a special tribunal under 
the Eight Hours’ Amendment Act, decided, in April, that a 44 hour 
Week should be observed in the following end many other 
trades :—Boiler-makers. engineers, e'ectrical fitters, iron and steel- 
makers, joiners, moulders; machinists, pattern-makers, turners, 
wire-netting workers. His Honour in each case recommended. that 
the 44 hours should be worked on 53 days, and in oase of 
agreement between the parties he recommended that the 44-hour 
week be worked on five days, each of 8 hours 48 inten withow ; 
liability on the employer for overtime. soul eo 
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The Tenders for the Morwell Power Scheme.—The 
Melbourne Age of April 7th eays that according to the Elec- 
tricity Commissioners, preference to Australian manufacturers, 
- " whenever possible," will be the policy of the Commissioners 
when dealing with the tenders for the eupply of equipment 
for the extensive Morwell power scheme. ‘lhe value of this 
assurance to Australian manufacturers depends mainly on the 
spirit in which the qualification whenever possible is 
interpreted. In an article in The Age yesterday reference was 
made to & suggestion that influences had been at work with 
the object of furthering the interests of certain American 
tenderers. It was pointed out that the tenders for the equip- 
ment required for Morwell would amount to about £1,500,000, 
and that with the vast expansion of industrial activity locally, 
almost every class of electrical apparatus and machinery could 
be supplied, provided that local industries were given the 
encouragement they had the right toexpect. Sir John Monash 
said it had always been the intention of the Electricity Com- 
missioners to give every encouragement to Australian manu- 
facturers. Whenever possible, the supply of boilers, con- 
densers, and electrical plant would be placed in the 
hands of local firms. Australian firms had been given & share 
of the installation of Newport railway power eg «nt, 
and in the case of the Morwell scheme the Commisewuers 
would see that local manufacturers got consideration. with 
due attention to the strides made in local manufacture caring 
recent years. But the Morwell scheme was of such an exten- 
sive nature that provision from time to time would have to be 
made for the supply of certain special plant which could not 
be produced locally—or even in England. It would be neces- 
sary, for example, to obtain certain special gear with which 
only Americans had so far had experience. Instances such 
as this, however, would not mean that the Electricity Com- 
missioners were ignoring local industry which, on the contrary, 
the Commissioners desired should have every facility for 
development. 

Our contemporary on April 6th said :— 

Few people except those who are in direct touch with 


Australian manufacturers are aware of the vast expansion of . 


industrial activity which has taken place during the past 
few years. But it is undoubted that almost every class of 
machinery and electrical apparatus and equipment can now 
be produced locally. On the Electricity Commissioners falls 
a heavy responsibility. The era of electrical power in indus- 
trial life is really just commencing in Australia, and with the 
inauguration of huge hydro-electric schemes in practically 
all the States there will be an ever-increasing demand for 
plant and equipment, both in the early stages and later on 
for renewals and extensions. If, therefore, Australian elec- 
trical plant manufacturers are given substantial orders for 
the Morwell works they will be encouraged to build up 
eae which will be of inestimable value in years 
come 


E.D.A. Activitles,—The British Electrical Developmen 
Association has sent us another bunch of booklets and leaflets, 
some of which we have seen before. Among these publications 
is an artistically-produced booklet. An Electric Home 
(E. D. A. 77), describing a complete installation of appliances 
for lighting. cooking, heating, and cleaning. Make it a 
rule to use electricity " is the advice printed on a cardboard 
slip marked off in inches (E.D.A. 128). The reverse bears 
small pictures illustrative of the ease with which various 
domestic jobs may be performed electrically. A leaflet (E.D.A. 
156) exhorts the housewife to ''clean and wash the easy 
way,” and illustrates a washing machine and a vacuum 
cleaner in operation. The others, which are, for the most 
part, reprints of matter previously published, present in a 
very attractive manner various phases of the use of electricity 
in the home. 

Mr. Beauchamp, the director and secretary, tells us that 
the Association has recently added a considerable number of 
interesting and up-to-date views to its collection of lantern 
slides dealing with tbe uses of electricity on the farm. 


Rubber Exhibition. —The fifth International Exhibition 
of Rubber and Other Tropical Products and Allied Industries 
was opened at the Agricultural Hall on June 3rd. Its prede- 
cessors were devoted exclusively to the exhibition of rubber 
and its products, with the exception of that held in 1914, to 
which cotton manufactures were admitted. Although rubber 
is still predominant in the present show the scope has been 
considerably enlarged, permitting the display of such widely 
separated articles as carvings and metal work executed by 
natives of the tropics, and cocoa, chocolate, and soap. 

Rubber in its many forms appears on the majority of etands, 
and rubber goods of all descriptions are to be seen. The 
application of rubber as an insulator is not given very great 
prominence. Several firms show rubber gloves, washers, and 
small articles. Messrs. PIRELLI, Lrp., have a few samples of 
insulated wires and cables, including a eection of & 1,000 sq. 
mm. power cable similar to one supplied to the Admiralty.“ 
À number of rubber tapes of various sizes are exhibited as 
well as a variety of small telephone parts in vulcanite, in- 
cluding mouth and ear pieces, hand gripe, &c. Another firm 
showing telephone parts is the NORTH BRITISH RUBBER Co., 
Lrp., which also displays rubber belting, insulating gloves, 
&c. Several firms exhibit machinery used in the production 
of rubber. Messrs. Josera Baker, Sons & PERKINS, LTD., 


the 


have on their stand rubber washers, masticators, mixers, and 
patent mixing and kneading machines for the Pines Cus oí 
gutta-percha and rubber compounds. Messrs. JAMES CARTER 
(STALYBRIDGE), Lrp., show a complete rubber mixing and 
sheeting unit, comprising & double-geared two-s mixer- 
sheeting machine with chilled cast-iron rollers 36 in. long and 
16 in. in diameter. This is driven by a 60-b.h.p. motor, by 
the Electric Construction Co., Ltd., through a vertical type 
double helical reducing gear, bringing the speed down from 
500 to 50 r.p.m. This firm also shows washing plant and 
forcing or tubing machines. Messrs. Barrow, HEPBURN AND 
GALE, Lrp., have an exhibit consisting of Balata belting and 
conveyors made from Balata gum from British Guiana in 
combination with Lancashire cotton belting duck. EA: 
materials are displayed by Messrs. JOHN BRIGHT & B: 
LTD. The exhibition remains open until June 13th. 


The Coal Dispute.— Negotiations and subsequent tresk- 
downs are still in progress between coal owners and pun 
and in the meantime the unemployment list contin... 
grow. The Morning Post, quoting from an official Qus 
gives the total on May 27th as 2,126,800, an increase hrag 
the week of 49.078. There were in addition to these bout 


1,194,900 wor shorter hours. The effect of this ha, seen 
the depletion o the Unemployment Insurance Funu. and 
special Treas grants are to be made. doles are to be 


reduced and the contributions to the fund by em) '“yers, 


employed, a State are to be increased. ce Macnuinara 
stated recently. in reply to questions ding fra «.fulent 
drawing of out-of-work benefits, that 90.000 doubtful cases 


had been referred to the chief insurance officer, wu had 
disallowed over 60,000 of them. Similar action had been 
taken by local Employment Committees, disclosing 41.0) 
persons who were not entitled to the money. 

The installation of oil fuel burning apparatus has resulted 
in the relaxation of restrictions in many towns, and the 
chief improvement has occurred in connection with tramways, 
particularly in Leeds, where the normal services have prac- 
ta been restored. 
Large quantities of foreign coal are coming into the country. 

ting of the embargo ” by the trade unions having 
facilitated importation. In spite of oil and foreign co. 
however, many towns have found it necessary to impo 
further restrictions, notably Keighley, which has decided to 
shut down the station from 12.30 a.m. to 5.30 a.m. daty, 
thus saving about 50 tons of coal a week. Strange expedients 
are being adopted by some undertakings. At Bradford oid 
transformer oil and sewage grease have been used; Hereford 
is utilising coke-oven breeze. 


The Economic Causes of the Coal Crisis. — Through 
the courtesy of Mr. D. Bremner, M.Inst.E.E., Director 
of the British Engineers’ ‘Association, we have received a 
pamphlet under the above title prepared by the Association. 
It is brief and to the point. It states that the tonnage ol 
coal.raised per person employed in the quarter ending March. 
1921, was only 68.6 per cent. of the corresponding figure 
for the year 1913 and 55.3 per cent. of the average for the 
ten years 1883-1892. The number of persons employed in 
the first quarter of this year was 99, 700, or 8.9 per cent., in 
excess of the average for 1913, and the yearly earnings per 
person £232, as compared with £82 in 1913, an increase oí 
183 per cent. „ 88 against an increased cost of living of 152 
per cent. The average wages cost increased from 68. 4d. 
per ton in 1913 to 96s. 2.71d. in the first quarter of 
this year, an increase of 314 per. cent. The average selling 
price of coal rose from 10 shillings 1.5 pence in 1913 to 
37 shillings and 4.9 pence in 1921. Our coal exports fell 6 
per cent. Besides all this the direct loss on the industry 
(taken from the pockets of other citizen taxpayers) in the 
month of March, 1921, was £5,259,209. After allowing for 
depreciation, debenture interest, and owners’ profits, a direct 
loss on the working of the coal ‘industry of £85,000.000 a year 
is to be deduced from the March figures. The stoppage of 
the entire industry at the end of last March has already 
involved a loss in wages to the workers of about 433, 000, C00. 
M ae loss to the country, direct and indirect, is of course 
colossa 

All these appalling facts are stated clearly and without 
embellishment, but they are supported by carefully prepa 
tables giving chapter and verse. We are told bigb 
quarters that the country is apathetic about the strike and 
jts results. 

The apathy is, we think, more apparent than real, and 
Mr. Garvin's eimile in the ‘Observer of a fortnight ago, in 
our opinion, gives a truer insight into the situation. He 
remarked that a bomb appears apathetic until it goes of. 
But certainly the patience and calm of the British nation 
under all its afflictions are a marvellous asset. 


Freezor Fans.—Acting in co-operation with the trade, 
the GENERAL ELECTRIC Co., LrD., has in progress a Freezor Fau 
Publicity Campaign. New price lists and folders have been 
epecially prepared, also coloured showcards measuring 19j in. 
X 144 in., and quantities. of folders overprinted with the 
retailer’s name and address are offered, as also are adhesive 
stamps. The G.E.O. Publicity Department (92-4. Queen 
Victoria Street. E.O. 4), is also prepared to assist traders in 
preparing advertisement designs to appear in the local Press, 
and to loan blocks suitable for this purpose. 


— 
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. Wages in the Iron and Steel Trade,—Under the 
` sliding soale based on the selling price of manufactured iron and 
steel. the wages of the men employed by firms affiliated to the 
Board of Oonciliation and Arbitration for the manufactured iron 
and steel trade of the North of Eaogland are to be reduced 30 per 
cent., making a total drop of 60 per cent. sinoe the end of January. 
‘Wages are still 170 per cent. above the etanda-d.— Zhe Times. 


The A.E.G. in Danzig.— The A.E.G. Electricity Works 
Co, of Danzig, as a "neutral" working organisation, with 
repairing busicess, and having branches in Posen, Bromberg, 
and Kattowitz, is reported to have considerably extended its 

- activity in 1920. Although net profits of only 92,000 marks are 
disslosed on nominal capital of 300,000 marks, the credit balance 
has increased to 29,250,000 marks through the inorease in creditors, 
on the one hand, to 28,840,000 marks, and, on the other, through 
the goods account having risen to 13,780,000 marks and the debtors 
to 15,140,000 marks, The taxes paid amounted to 205,000 marks. 


Swiss Industry.—Switzerland, like many other lands, is at 


the present time passing through a very severe industrial orisis. 
Discharges are of daily occurrence from manufacturing works, and 
the outlay by the Federal authorities in relief of unemployment 
is constantly increasing. The Association Suisse des Electriciens 
is advising its members to buy their raw material from home firms, 
83 the crisis in the country is due to the sale of foreign products ; 
the middie-men, considering only their profits, buy from the 
agente of German firms. It points out that the Germans make the 
Swiss pay more for the raw materials (porcelain, steatite, ebonite, 
galalith, &o.) required in Swiss industries, than they do their own 
firms, as a consequence of which, they are able to sell the manu- 

. factured article at a less price than the raw material costs to be 
worked up in Switzerland. 


Book Notices.— The Magnet Magazine.” Vol. VII. 
No. 24. April, 1921. 96 pp. London: General Electrico Oo., Ltd. 
Price 1s. net. First place is given in this issue to an illustrated 
description of the company's new headquarters, Magnet House, 
Kingsway, W.C.2. A description, with views, of the new switch- 
gear works at Witton is also included. The articles published 
include " The Selection of the Right Type of Small Motor," by 
T. O. Freeth ; " Stonework Cubicles,” by P. H. Ccales; and Steel: 
Its Manufacture and Application,” by James Calderwood. The 
social side of the firm is also given plenty of space. 

‘The Faraday House Journal.” Vol. IX, No. 3. Summer 
Term, 1921.—This issue contains articles by T. R. Warren, " The 
Uniflow Steam Engine; and Leopold Romero. A. o. Over-preasures 

to Earth on d.c. Systems caused by Earth Faults on Armatures.“ 
A list of examination results is given, as well as details of tranafers 
and elections to the various grades of membership of the I.E.E, 

“The Manchester Steam Users’ Association Memorandum for the 
Year 1920." By the Chief Engineer. (51 pp.) Manchester: The 
Association.—This memorandum deals with a number of subjects 
whioh are of great interest to manufacturers at the present day, 
when the high prices of all commodities make it desirable to reduce 
both coal and water charges. The advantage of using waste steam 


for heating purposes, and especially the production of power: 


at & merely nominal cost by passing heating steam through an 
engine, are fully explained. A list of about 150 analyses of public 
water supplies all over the kingdom, together with instructions as 
to treatment for boiler purposes, is inoluded. Under the heading 
“ Advice to Boiler Attendants,” fuel economy and related subjects 
are simply and careful y explained. The most important item in 
the memorandum is unquestionably the painstaking analyses of all 
reported boiler explosiona which can throw light on the vexed 
engineering question as tothe value of hydraulic tests in preventing 
boiler explosions. It is interesting to fiad that, contrary to a very 
popular belief, many explosions of boilers have occurred shortly 
after they had successfully withstood hydraulic teste at much 
higher pressures, ! 

"The Municipal Year-Book, 1921-22." London: Municipal 
Journal,” Ltd. 21s. net; post free, 22s.—Besides this being a 
directory of the members and officers of local authorities, this is an 
encyclopedia of municipal activity throughout the United Kingdom. 
In addition to summaries of the work of the numerous borough 
and urban districts, it contains separate sections giving statistios of 
revenue and expenditure for the year 1919.20, in respect of the 
municipal water, gas, electricity, tramway, and motor-'bus under- 
takings, and also of markets, slaughter-houses, baths and wash- 
houses. 'The edition now before us includes tabulated particulars 
of a number of post-war housing schemes, giving the class of the 
&ocommodation' provided, the system of construction, cost of 
erection, and the rent charged. Such information should interest 
others who sreengaged either in the preparation or the carrying out 
of schemes, It also contains a ceneus of municipal motor-vehicles, 
giving the number in use in the various departments, the pur- 
poses for which they are used. and the makes of the vebicles. 
Special articles are devoted to the work of the Ministry of Trans- 
port, recent progress in housing, the latest developments in the 
work of refuse collection and street cleansing, and the use of motor- 
vehicles in the municipal service. 


“The Journal of the South African Institute of Engineers.” 


Vol. XIX, No. 10. May, 1920. The paper included in this record 
of proceedings is "The Handling of South African Timber," and 
discussions on Rubber Manufacture in S.A., and fatigue in 
mines are also reported. * a : 


Patent Application.—Messrs. F. Forbes and F. W. 
Collett have applied for restoration of Patent No. 108,393 of 
1916 for “ Improvements in, or relating to therapeutic arc lamps.” 


French Moulded Insulation. — Among many other 


. exhibits of interest on view at the French Ohamber of Commerce, 


153, Queen Victoria Street, E.C. 4, are a number of examples 


« of moulded articles made from various kinds of insulating. material 
. by the Manufacture d'Isclante et Objets Moulós, a subsidiary 


of La Compagnie Générale d' Electricité. | 
Six ocla:ses of material are shown, each having its particu 


application. Four of these varieties are suitable for eleotrical 
purposes ; these are "gummite," roburine, oegeite. aud 
'infusite"  "Gummite" is a black substance capable of with- 


standing the action of alkalis and acids, but vulnerable to oils. It 
may be used for accumulator containers, and several examples of 
these appear among the exhibits, One box shown is an example 
of many supplied during the war to the British Admiralty for 
installation in submarines. This is of large dimensions, measuring 
about 4 ft. x 1'5 ft. x 1°75 ft., and was produced with one pressing, 
there being no joints in it whatever. Several smaller oontainers 
are also to be seen, down to a small pocket size, A peouliar 
advantage of gummite is ite ability to be “soldered " by means ox 
a powder of the same substance and a hot iron. Roburine i 
divided into five classes. ^" A is suitable for the manufacture 
of telephone parts, joint or terminal-box separators, insulated 
handles, ko. "B" poesesses oll-resisting qualities, and can be used 
in a wide number of positions where it is likely to come into 
contact with oil. "C" is suitable for low-pressure work. "D" 
may be used for positions in which tensile strains areapplied. "E" 
is especially applicable to X-ray work, it being opaque to the rays, 
" Cegeite has a high thermal resistance, and on this account is 
suitable for use in heating apparatu’, and also as high-pressure 
insulation. "'Infusite" is also a heat-resisting material, but is 
only workable in plates or in other simple forms; it is infusible and 
inoombustible, 

The outstanding feature of all the parts shown is the absolute 
definition of details; every sample is clean out, and a high polish 
is obtained during the moulding. 

The British agents for this insulation are MEssns. E. H. BISSELL 
AND Co., 2124, Shaftesbury Avenue, W. O. 2. prs 


Exhibition at Riga.—4An International Agricultural and 
Industrial Exhibition is to be held at Biga (Latvia), from July 31st 
to August 28th this year. Exhibits will be admitted free of duty, 
unless sold. It is considered that the event will afford a useful 
means of promoting trade with Russia and the Baltio Provinces. 
Further particulars can be obtained from the British and Russian 
Transport Oo., Ltd., 6, Lloyds Avenue, E.O. 3. i 


Social Event.— On Saturday, June 4th, the staff of 
‘Tredegare, Ltd., decorators and electrical engineers, of Brook 
Street. W. 1, entertained the directors of the firm to a motor drive 
through Surrey. proceeding via Ewell to Box Hill. Tea was taken 
at the Star and Garter, the journey being continued to Shere. 


The Austin Motor Co., Ltd. —In the Chaucery Division 
on 6th inst., in the debenture-holders' action of the Eagle. Star and 
British Dominions Insurance Oo. against the Austin Motor Oo., 
Ltd. on a motion for judgment in default of defence, judgment 
was entered for the plaintiff company. 


Copper and Lead Prices.—Messns. F. SurrH & Oo., 


and Messes. JAMES & SHAKESPEARE report June 7th :—‘ No 
change in last week's quotations.” 


Greenwich Dispute Ended.— The Times says that the 
dispute at the Greenwich power station has been settled. The 200 
men will be gradually reinstated as a result of negotiations 
58 87 Dade Union representatives and the Highways Committee 
of the L.C.C. | 


Nottingham as an Industrial Centre.—A pamphlet of 
about 100 pages has been issued by the Industrial Development 
Committee of the Nottingham City Council, describing the varied 
nature of the industries of Nottingham, and of its resources. The 
transport, river, and canal facilities, water, gas, electric, and tram- 
way services, the publio buildings, and the lace. hosiery, engineering, 
and other industries are desoribed, and a list of representative 
firms, together with a brief story of their operations, is included. 
Copies of the handbook, and any further particulars that may be 
required, can be obtained from the Industrial Development Officer, 
Guildhall, Nottingham. 


Welsh National Exhibition, 1922.—Application is being 
made to the Board of Trade for a licence for the Welsh National 
Exhibition (Incorporated), which is to be an exhibition of trade 
manufactures and products, machinery and appliances, at Cardiff 
in 1922, to be registered with limited liability without the 
addition of the word limited to its title. 


Armstrong, Whitworth's in South America.—Mr, John 
Noble, director of Sir W, G. Armstrong, Whitworth & Co., who 
has been visiting Chile and Argentina on important business, 
interviewed by La Nacien, the Buenos Ayres newspaper, is reported 
to have said he had established relations with subsidiary companies 
upto & point of acquiring several mines, and that Armatrong, 
Whitworth's needed close association with concerns interested in 
South American mineral industries. Mr Noble enthusiastically 
referred to Argentina's natural resouroes.— Financial Times. 

For Sale.—Holmfirth Urban District Council Eleo- 
trivity Department invites offers for one 60-kW, 460-V generator ; 
and two 24-h.p. motors. Messrs. D. Page & Sons will sell by 
auction at Graham Road. Derby, on June 15th and 16th, the entire 
plant; stock in- trade, &o. of an electrio lamp manufacturing 
company. For full particulars, see our advertisement pages to-day. 
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LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES, 


Bangor.— YEAR’s WogKING.— The total revenue accruing 

to the electricity works during the year ended March 81st last was 

£7,326, as against £5,930 in the previous period. Working 

expenses totalled £6,618, aa compared with £4,873, leaving & gross 

surplus of £708 (£1,057). The capital charges absorbed £2,188, as 

against £2 215, causing a nét deficit of £1,480, as compared with 
£1,158. 


Birmingham.— YxraR’s WonkrNG.—The accounts of tlie 
city’s electricity undertaking for the year ended March 31st last 
show a total revenue of £1,293,521, as compared with £1,068.826 
in the previous period. Working expenses amounted to £993,734, 
as against £776,291, leaving a gross profit of £299,787 (2 292,535). 
After providing for all capital charges, including £137 ,935 fer 
redemption of debt, a net balance of £468,161 remained. This is 
lower than last year's net profit, which was $75,324. The number 
of kWh sold rose from 127,938,924 to 136,921,417. The decrease in 
profit, in spite of inoreased revenue, is attributed partly to ooal 
charges, which were 20 per cent. higher during the year, partly to 
increased local rates, which now absorb over £100,000 per annum, 
and partly to increased income-tax. It has been decided to transfer 
£53,000 of the net surplus to the renewals and special expenditure 
account, and the balance has been allotted to the reserve fund 
account, 

PROPOSED CONVERSION OF STATION.—The Electric Supply Com- 
mittee has been advised that it would be economical to operate 
Cheater Street generating station as a sub-station, and the installa- 
tion of a 1,600-kW motor-generator at a cost of £15,000 is 
recommended, 


Blackpool.— YzA&R's Workine.—The annual report upon 
the Corporation electricity undertaking for the year ending Maroh 
31st last records a total income of £112,206, as compared with 
£80,259 for 1919-20. Working expenses totalled £83,321, s 
against £54,913, leaving & gross surplus of £28,885 (£25,346). 
Interest and other charges absorbed £20,705 (820,077), resulting in 
a net profit of £8,180, which was double the estimate, and £2,811 
more than the previous year, 


Bootle.—ExTENSIONS.— The Electric Power and Lighting 


Committee has decided that, in view of the heavy expenditure 


which the Corporation may be called upon to meet, and the Com- 
mittee being of the opinion that the consumers of electricity in the 
Bootle area would be better served by the extension of the 
borough's electricity undertaking as proposed in the year 1917 
than by their inclusion in the acheme of the Merseyside electricity 
authorities to constitute a joint authority of the various authorised 
undertakers in the district, it was resolved that the Counoj 
should be recommended to again apply for the approval of the 
Electricity Commissioners to these extensions. 


Bradford.— Loan.—Subject to sanction by the Ministry 
of Health, the Board of Guardians intends to obtain loans for 
various works, at an estimated cost of £15,168, including £2,000 
for electric lighting at St. Lnke's Hospital. 

FUEL EXPEDIENTS.—Oil fuel has not been adopted on any great 
scale at the Corporation electricity works, as the Electricity Com- 
mittee feels that the advantages of oil over ooal are not sufficient 
to justify the expense which would be involved. The engineer, and 
staff have, however, rendered possible the raising of a certain 
amount of steam at the works by atomising a considerable accump- 
lation of old transformer oil, and burning it in conjunction with 
coal. Air control is a handicap in burning oil and coal together, 
but the method adopted satisfies the need of the moment, though 
it is not looked upon as good enough to warrant the purchase of 
oil for fuel. An experiment was also made in the use of grease 
extracted from the Corporation sewage at Esholt. The Bradford 
sewage contains a great deal of grease, owing to wool trade oper&- 
tions and the sewage works are specially adapted to its extraction, 

Burton-upon-Trent.— YEaR’s Workine.—The annual 
report upon the Corporation electricity undertaking for the year 
ended March 31st last records a total revenue of &74,582, as againgt 
£53,524 in 1919-20. Working expenses - amounted to £ 47,203,098 
compared with £36,971 in the previous year, leaving a gross profit 
of £27,379 (£10.826). After payment of loan interest and other 
charges, the result was a net profit of £12,612, of which £ 1,000 
was allocated to rate relief and the balance was transferred to the 
renewals fund. The profit in the previous period was £1,428, The 
total number of kWh sold rose by 1,131,143 to 7,132,045. The 
report shows great activity in the sphere of small domestic eleo- 
trical appliances, and the engineer commenta upon the success 
achieved by the showrooms opened six years ago. 

Loan SANOTIONED,—The Electricity Committee: has decided to 
purchase from the Disposal Board the transmission line to the 
Machine Gun Factory for £4,500. The town clerk reported that 
the Electricity Commissioners had sanctioned the borrowing of 
£10,000 for the purchase of second-hand generating plant, and the 
sum of £5,000 for switchgear for the elestricity works, i 


Canterbury.— YeaR’s WonkriNG.— The report . upon 
the electricity works for the year ended March 3let last shows 
that the income amounted to £20,679, as compared with £16,465 
in the previous year. The expenditure totalled £15,160, as 
against £11,451, leaving a gross profit of £5,519 (85,014). Loan 
interest and other charges amounted to £4,475, making the result 


a net profit of 41,044. The number of kWh sold rose from 
870,068 to 1, 021,888. : : d B 


‘as proposed by the electrical engineer. 


- ; Chile, — New HYDRO-ELEOTRIO UNDERTAKING. — A 


company has been formed at Santiago de Chile, with the object of 
building a hydro-electric station on the River Colorado, estimated 
to produce 18,000 h.p., with which it is intended to supply elee- 
tricity to the tramways of Santiago and Valparaiso, and fer 
industrial purposes. The capital is 3,250,000 pesos, and the concer- 
sion is a perpetual one; hitherto concessions have varied between 
periods of 30 and 50 years. 


Continental, — BELGIUM. — La Société des Centrales 
Electriques des Flandres, Ter Met stare contracts for 9058 
eupply of electrical energy for lighting and power purposes to a 
number of small towns and villages along the two banks of th 
Ghent-Terneuzen maritime canal, is establishing a generating 
atation at Langerbrugge, near Ghent, with a capacity of 17.000 kW. 

PORTUGAL.—Notwithstanding her small area, Portugal possesses 
relatively large water-power resources both in the north and in the 
midlands, The falls on the river Douro are estimated to be capable 
of yielding 350,000 b.p. Exact statistios are lacking, but it is 
estimated that all the resources total at least 600,000 h.p. In 
the south the rivers are very large, but the falls are unimportant. 
and there is a great loss from evaporation, so much so that develop- 
ment works are out of the question. At present there exist E 
hydraulic stations, ranging from 15 h.p. upwards, of a total capacity 
of 8,500 h.p.; 17 of these works have a capacity of 100 h.p. The 
most important is the Empreza Hydroelectrica da Serra da Eatrella, 
which utilises a fall on the river Alva, also another on the Vass 
Comprida, the height of the fall being 170 metres, and the outpat 
1,800 h.p. It supplies power to the Gouvels factories and several 
towns. 


Deal.—Time ExTENSION.— The Town Council has cun- 
sented to a further extension of time of one year to the Deal and 
Walmer Electricity Co., for carrying out the compulsory works 
included in the Order of 1914. i 


Derby.—Om FurL.—The chairman of the Electricity 
Committee recently stated that it was hoped to continue the cheap 
and adequate" supply of electricity which had been maintained 
during the coal dispute. With reference to oil fuel, he said that 
the cost of carriage would neutralise any economy effected by its 
use, and he did not think it desirable to convert the boiler furnsces 
for the purpose. The lowest price at which oil could be delivered 
in Derby was, £6 per ton. Two tons of coal slack was about 
equivalent to a ton of oil, and slack could be purchased at £3 
per ton. 


Dundalk.—Loan SANCTIONED.—The Electricity Com- 
missioners have sanctioned a loan of £2,000 for electrio lighting 
improvements in Dundalk, At an interview with the Urban 
Council's Electricity Committee regarding supply to the Great 
Northern Railway (Ireland) Co.'s works, Col. G. T. Glover, the 
company’s locomotive engineer, intimated that, in the event of a 
new flat rate charge per unit being proposed, and not meeting with 
approval, the company would probably install generating plant of 
its own. | 


Ellesmere Port. — ELECTRIO LIGHTING  ORDER.—In 
response to overtures on the part of the Urban District Council, 
the Electricity Commissioners have stated that the Order 
to the Council must either be revoked or transferred to the Mersey 
Power Co. If a transfer was effected the terms would arrange for 
the reimbursement of the incurred by the Oonncil in 
securing the Order. The Council failed to arrive at a decision at 
its meeting, but the Electricity Commissioners are being asked for 
their reasons in giving, as an alternative to revocation, directions 
for the transference of the Order to the Power Oo. 


Exeter.—PRoGRESS OF ExXTENSIONS.—The electrical 
engineer recently reported on the new plant for the power station. 
The contractors for the foundations had been somewhat delayed by 
difficulty in removing the old concrete, Construction of the new 
piers could be begun. Excavations for the condensing water-mains 
were also in progress. The main contractors, Metropolitas- 
Vickers, Ltd., reported that they expected to dispatch the turbo- 
alternator, condenser, &o, well within the estimated time for 
delivery. The following plant was due for delivery from June to 
September :—Steel girder frame for turbine and condensing water 
pipes; steam turbine and condenser, alternator and air cooler, 
switchboard extension panels and connections, transformers, circa- 
lating water screen and accessories, If the dates could be adhered 
to, there was a good prospect of completion in time for use with 
next winter's load, ko | Hs 


Felixstowe,—STRIKE.—The Lust Anglian Daily Times 
reports that the employés of the East Anglian Electricity, Ltd, 
ceased work on May 31st, as a protest against an immediate reduc- 
tion of 124 per cent. in their wages, and a further decrease of 
124 per cent, at a later date. It was hoped that terms would be 
arrived at at a meeting between the men’s Union and the company. 


Henley-on-Thames. — PROPOSED WATER POWRR.— 
Tha Town Council recently rejected a recommendation that ooa- 
sultants be engaged, at a fee of 100 guineas, to submit a com pre- 
hensive report on the alternative schemes for water and engine 
power for providing an electricity supply for the town. 


Horsham.—ExTENsions APPROVED.—The Electricity 
Commissioners have appraved the extension of the electricity works 
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- Tadía,.—CALouTTA.— The Municipal Council has decided 
that the question of granting a concession to the Calcutta Eleotrio 
Supply Corporation, Ltd., in the matter of the extension of the 
period of option for the purchase of the undertaking be referred to 
a special committee consisting of eight members and a chairman to 
consider the whole question with particular reference to the 
following points:—(1) Abolition of monopoly and promotion of 
competition ; (2) the necessity of having a local board of directors 
in Calcutta ; (3) reservation of the right of the Corporation to 
examine the regulations and by-laws of the company dealing with 
applications from the publio for electrio connections and supply 
and any complaint arising therefrom ; (4) reservation of the right 
of the Corporation to examine the schedule of rates every three 
years ; (5) levy of charge for underground cables in public streeta ; 
(6) framing of regulations for opening up streets with the previous 
permission of the Corporation and restoration thereof; (7) the 
terms and conditions under which the company should be bound to 
supply electricity for street lighting and municipal institution from 
time to time ; (8) and any other points which may arise affecting 
the public interests. 


Jamaica.— W aTER-PowER DEvELOPMENT.— Representing 
commercial interesta in Jamaica, & deputation interviewed elected 
members of the Legislative Council early in May, urging develop- 
ment of water power in the colony. It was atated that the eleo- 
trification of the railway system was of prime necessity. The 
deputation expressed the fear that owing to the disparity of at least 
£1,000,000 between the estimates of British and American experts, 
the contract, if the Government should ¢cecide to take up the 
project, would go to the United States.— Times Trade Supplement, 


Kingston-upon-Thames, — SALE oF UNDERTAKING 
URGED.—4At a recent meeting of the Council, a member, referring 
to the losses incurred by the electricity undertaking, urged its sale 
to a private company. He was informed that a report upon the 
matter was shortly to be presented to the Council. 


Líverpool.— ELECTRICITY FoR HovusEs.— The City 
Oouncil has confirmed a proposal of the Housing Committee “that 
in consideration of the Tramways and Electric Power and 
Lighting Committee undertaking the capital expenditure in oon- 
nection with the laying of the electric mains on the various 
housing areas, the Housing Committee will pay to that Committee 
annually a sum equivalent to the amount of interest and sinking 


fund contribution on such capital expenditure." z 


London.—STrokE NEwINGTON.—It was stated ut a 
meeting of the Borough Council-that- the Ministry of Health had 
refused to sanction the installation of both gas and electricity in 
the new Lordship Grove flats. The action of the Ministry was 
severely oriticised by many speakers who emphasised the import- 
ance of electricity in modern dwellings. It was resolved to 
install electricity whatever decision was arrived at by the Ministry 
of Health. | 

Tug BABKING STATION.—The Parliamentary Committee of the 
L.C.C. reports that in order to satisfy the Select Committee of the 
House of Lords appointed to deal with the matter, the promoters 
of the County of London Eleotrio Supply Co. Bill (which provides 
for the erection of a largó station at Barking) inserted a clause 
enabling the Joint Electricity Authority for the district to pur- 
chase the undertaking if such an authority was constituted within 
seven years from July 30th, 1918. The Select Committee finally 
approved this clause, but the L.C.C. Parliamentary Committee has 
given instructions for the opposition to the Bill to be continued. 


Manorhamilton (Co. Leitrim).—New PLAxr. — The 
Electric Lighting Co. is installing new plant, at a cost of over £1,400, 
with the object of developing its operations and supplying the 
needs of districts outside the town. E ; 


Newcastle-ou-Tyne.—TEMPORARY Prick INCRRARE.— 
The Newcastle and District Electrico. Lighting Co., Ltd., has itsued 
a notice to its consumers that, in consequence of the prolonged 
dispute in the coal trade, it has become necessary to resort to the 
use of oil fuel to maintain the supply of electricity, and that in 
consequence of the additional oost of production, the charges for 
electrical energy for both power and lighting purposes are to be 
increased. The charge for the latter is to be 6d. per Board of 
Trade unit. 


Newcastle (Staffs.).— ERRATUH.— The report of the 
year's working under the heading “Newcastle (Staffs.), in our 
issue of May 27th, related to the Stafford undertaking, and not to 
that of Newcastle. E | | 

LoAN.—The Electricity Committee has decided to apply to the 
Electricity Commissioners for sanction to borrow £1,000 in respeot 
of the work of laying a main along Friarswood Road, Cemetery 
Road, Hitherland to Drayton Street. 


Siam.—New PLANT.—À new 2,000-2,800-kW turbo- 
generator is to be added to the power station in Bangkok of the 
Siam Electricity Co. i M 
. Smethwick. — Om FuEeL.— The JBirminyham Gazette 
says that it has not been necessary to impose any restric- 
tions upon the supply of electricity at Smethwick, as the power 
company supplying the district has been using oil fuel as an 
adjunct to coal for the past 12 months, | 


 Watford,.—LoaAN SANOTIONED. — The Urban District 
Connoil has received sanction to a loan of £23,200 for electricity 


Wallasey. REPoRT oN BREAKDOWNS.— Consideration 
of the report by a Special Committee on the frequent breakdowns 
of plant some months ago, has been delayed, and it is now proposed 
to appoint a Sub-Committee of eight persone to render a further 
report. A section of the Council urges the formation of ah 
entirely new Electricity Committee. i 


West Bromwich.—Loan SANOTIONED.— The Town Council 
has received sanction to a loan of £29,040 for electricity purposes. 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Blackpool.—YEAR's Workine.—The revenue accruing 
to the Corporation tramways during the year ended March 3let 
last was £279,661, as against £186,475 during the previous period. 
Working expenses amounted to £235,338, as against £147,770, 
leaving a groes profit of £44,323 (£38,705). After payment of 
capital charges the net profit remaining was £144, as against a 
profit of £16,583 in 1919-20. 

REMEDIES FOR LossEs.—Remedies suggested for the falling-off 
in profits on the tramways are the abolition of discount tickets, 50 
per cent. increase in contract tickets, increased fare on Layton route, 
and a revision of fares between Blackpool and Fleetwood. Contrac 
costing £3 will be raised to £4 108. x 


Burnley.—TRACck RENEWALS.—The tramway manager 
reporta that 1,050 yards of single line have been re-laid, at an estit 
mated cost of. £6,300. To complete the re-laying to Queensgate 
there are 660 yards single (£3,960), making a total of £10,266. 
There are Important reductions in the cost of material and wages, 
viz. 2d. per hour on wages, pitch 6s. per ton lese, and cem 
81 3s. per ton less. It has been decided that as more than half 
the sum produced by a 5d. rate has already been expended, the 
Tramways Committee be recommended to carry out only the 
re-laying of such portions as may be found most dangerous, as the 
Finance Committee cannot recommend the Council to provide 
more money during the present financial year. 


Continental.—SPAIN.—4A Reuter message, dated J une 3rd, 
stated that the employés of the electrio tramways were on strike. 


Exeter.— Position oF UxDRRTARING.— The question of 
the future of the tramways came before the City Council, on 
May 31st, when Alderman H. J. Munro moved that the Tramways 
Committee should review the wages of the staff generally, and also 
the charges for electricity, with a view to reductions, and, 
failing ita obtaining reasonable concessions, should consider the 
expediency of closing the undertaking, and report thereon to the 
Council. He reported that a £4,000 deficiency on the tramways 
had been included in the estimates. In discussion reference was 
made to previous consideration of the question of selling the 
undertaking to & company ; this had been negatived. Mr. Percy 
Gayton, a Labour member, said last year the undertaking paid in 
rates and contributions to other departments £1,484, and the 
present estimate was £1,771. If they closed down they would 
still have to pay loan charges, which would exceed £4,000. Mr. 
J. S. Steele Perkins proposed increased fares, to lay the cost of 
the 3 on the users, The motion for an inquiry was 
car . 


Halifax.— New Car.—The first railless trolley-car to 
be put into use at Halifax was given a trial run on June 3rd, 
in order to give the prospective drivers experience of the 
handling of the car. It was a more or less unofficial run 
over the Pellon: and Wainstalls Road. The official run for 
inspection, prior to commencement of the service, has not yet been 


Japan.— RAILWAY ELECTRIFICATION.— The first part of 
the programme drawn up for the eleotrification of the Government 
railways, which is to be begun during this fiscal year, is said to 
embrace 203 miles of railways, and to cover the various routes in 
the neighbourhood of Tokio and Osaka. The work is to be com- 
pleted by 1926 or 1927, and the amount of power required will be 
70,000 kW, all of which will be obtained from power stations 
erected by the Government. A station of 15,000 kW is now being 
built in the suburbs of Tokio, and a plan is on foot to harness 
the Shinano River to the extent of 65,000 kW.—RHewter's Trade 
Service (Tokio). i 
.' London,—WESTMINSTER.—The inconvenience caused by 
the dead ends” of tramways has become so pronounced that the 
City Council is considering a scheme for linking-up separate lines 
by means of motor-'bus services. : 


New Zealand.— DUNEDIN EXxTENSIONR.— According to 
the Otago Daily Times of Dunedin (N Z.), the Dunedin City Council 
is about to embark on considerable extensions to the present 
tramway system, and also intends to add to the present equipment. 
An estimated sum of £110,000 is to be expended on extending 
present lines. One of the extensions will take the form of a rail- 
leas trolley bus capable of seating 70 persons. It will draw ite 
motive power from the present type of overhead equipment, and is 
to maintain a service from an existing terminus. In addition to 
the proposed extra lines, 12 new cars are to be acquired, at an 
estimated: cost of £52,000, and also six trailers, at a cost of 
£10,200. Two other cars are to be built at the Council's works 
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and it is considered that these will absorb £8,000. Altogether, 
£135,000 is to be spent in this direction, including £47.000 on 
extensions to the car depót and in the purchase of tools, &o. The 
grand total cost of the Council's project is £246,000.— Reuter: 
Trade Service (Melbourne). 


Oldham.— APPLICATION FoR Tıme EXTENSION. — The 
Corporation and the Chadderton Urban District Council have given 
public notice that an application is to be made to the Minister of 
Transport for an order under Section 18 of the Tramways Aot of 
1870 to extend the time for tbe completion of certain tramways 
authorised by the Oldham and Chadderton Tramways Order, 1919. 


Taunton,— UNDERTAKING SHUTS8 Down.—On May 28th 
the undertaking of the Taunton Electric Tramways Oo. was forced 
to close down owing to the cutting-off of tbe power supply by the 
Town Council. This was the outeome of non- acceptance of 
higher charges for power put forward by the Council The 
existing agreement provided power at a fraction over 1d. per kWh, 
with a maximum of 3600 per annum. The Council wished to 
increase the charge per kWh by 100 per cent., and the maximum 
payment to £1,000. The company pointed out that losses were 
already being incurred by the tramways, and during their 20 years’ 
running, only one dividend had been paid—viz., 1 per cent. in 
1906, "The Corporation reoently declined to pay £7,000 for the 


undertaking, although the capital expenditure on it amounted to 
£30,000. 


Torquay.— FIRE at Depot.—It is supposed that the 
blowing up of a petrol tank caused a fire at the tramway depót on 
June 3rd, causing damage estimated at £20,000. During the 
dinner-hour, when only a few men were on duty, flames prod 
spread to all parts of the shed. Some of the tramcars and other 
vehicles at the depót were safely removed. Three tramway 
employés were injured by the fire. The damage is covered by 
insurance, and the manager hopes to replace the whole of the 
rolling stock within & month, with & view to dealing with the 
summer traffic of the resort. 


———Ó——Ó 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Australla.—SHoRTAGE OF TE&LEPHONES.—The annual 
report of the Postmaster-General emphasises the acute shortage of 
telephones and material which continues to be experienced. The 
report etates :—" Telephones connected in the Commonwealth 
inoreased from 205,272 on June 30tb, 1919, to 224,000 on June 
80th, 1920, a net increase of 18,728 during the year. This ocon- 
atitutes a record in the number of telephones added to the service 
in any one year since the inception of the Commonwealth. and the 
increase would have been probably 25,000 if the department had 
been in & position to meet the demand for telephone service. 
Approximately 11,000 applicants are now awaiting telephone 
service. Over £1.000,000 worth of material is on order, snd 
tenders are about to be invited for additional material to the value 
of approximately £500,000. When this material is obtained and 
installed, it will considerably relieve the congestion that exists.” — 
Reuter’s Trade Service (Melbourne). 

WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY.—In his annual report, submitted to 
Parliament recently, the Postmaster-General (Mr. Wise) states 
that tbe tota] number of messages handled for the year ended 
June 30th, 1920, was 131,898, producing a revenue of £17,457. 
With the transfer of the radio service from the Navy to the Postal 
department immediate action was taken to extend its uses both for 
inland and trans-ocean public requirements, The regulations were 
amended so as to permit of any person obtaining a licence to ereot 
and operate his own station in remote localities where land-line 
facilities were unobtainable. Where such private stations were 
erected to the department's satisfaction and the financial position 
was sound, the department undertook to transact business with the 
stations so as to provide tbe owners with communication with the 
land-line system. In furtherance of this policy, stations were 
about to be erected at Powell's Creek and Camcoweal to act as 
collecting stations, and certain pastoralists had been informed that 
licences would be issued to them for the erection and maintenance 
of their own private wireless stations to work in with the 
collecting stations. Apparatus had been ordered to vermit of trials 
being made in fast speed radio-telegrapby with a view to assisting 
over-loaded telegraph lines between selected localities. It was 
intended that Australia should be represented at the International 
Radio Convention, to be held'this year, by an officer of the depart- 
ment.— Industrial Australian and Mining Standard. 


Continental Wireiess Services, —Mr. Kellaway, the 
Postmaster-General, in reply to an inquiry in the House of 
Commons last week, said that in the event of an agreement being 
reached between the Government and the Marconi Co. in connec- 
tion with wireless services with tbe Continent, the agreement 
would be laid before Parliament. He was advised that ae no 
charge would be thrown upon public funds, confirmation by a 
resolution of the House was not required; but if there was a 
general desire for discussion, he would consult the Leader of the 
House about the possibility of meeting it. 


Indla.—CaBLER DELATS.— During the last few weeks the 
delay on cablegrams exchanged with India and the Far East has 
caused serious interference with the business of the community at 


(The date given in parentheses at the end of the paragr 


large. An official of the Eastern Telegraph Oo. states that the 
delay has been due to the temporary interruption necessitated by 
large renewal work carried out on the company's Red Sea cables, 
This work is being undertaken so as to increase the carrying 
capacity of these cables, and when it is completed the service with 
India and the Far East will be vastly improved. It is hoped that 
this improvement will be effected in the course of a few weeks. 
Unfortunately one of the Pacific cables belonging to another com- 
pany was interrupted while the Red Sea operations were being 
carried out. Thus the whole of the traffic between the United 
States and the Far East was thrown on the Eistern Co.'s system, 
and the delay was thereby inoreased.— Heuter's Trade Service. 


Magnetic Storm.—On June 4th, just three weeks 
after the recent magnetic disturbance, there was again some 
interference with the wireless telegraph system on the Continental 
" airways" owing to electrical disturbance of the atmosphere. The 
theory is that the sunspots to which the last storm was attributed 
are still in existence, having been carried round by the rotation of 
the sun so as to again influence the atmosphere of the earth, bat 
in a milder form than on the previous occsaion, 


The Telephone Service,—TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE 
WIRES Cu T.—More outrages, attributed to Sinn Fein, took place on 
Thursday last week at Liverpool. Fifty main telephone wires were 
cut down on the Leeds and Liverpool anal, near Ford, Seaforth. 
Poles were sawn through on two telephone routes connecting the 
north and south of England at Roby. Thirty wires were cut on 
the telephone route to the North at Knowsley, and poles by the 
aide of the railway were out down at Mossley Hill and Hunts Crosa. 
Three hundred telephone circuits are affected. says Tha Times. 

Men said to have been found cutting telegraph wires at Gateacre. 
Liverpool, shortly before midaight on Tuesday, opened fire on the 
police when challenged, and the police returned the fire. Early on 
Wednesday morning it was reported that wires at Hayes, 
Middlesex, which oonnected with London, had been cut. An 
extensive wire-cutting raid seems to have been made in the 
neighbourhood of the Metropolis that night, probably by Sinn 
Feiners, and with the intention of isolating London by severing 
all telegraphic and telephonic communication. Many wires were 
cut and poles sawn through along the main arteries in Hertford. 
Kent, Middlesex, and Surrey. Amorg those affected were s 
Continental line, and the main telegraph line to Ireland; signal 
wires on the G.W. Railway were also tampered with. Military 
patrols were at once posted. | 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 

h indicates 
the issue of the ELEOTRIOAL REVIEW in which “ Official 
Notice” appeared.) 


OPEN. 


Australia, — MELBOURNE. — 4 igust 10th. Victorian 
Railways. 250 core - type imped:no, bonds for power sig- 
, with a capacity of 1,000 amperes per rail; also 50 

miles of solid insulated copper wire, No. 14 Brown & Sharpe 
gauge, and 50 miles of solid insulated copper wire, 16 standard 


uge. 

July 27th. Victorian Railways. Incandescent Jamps for elec- 
trio car lighting : 24,000 metal filament, 46 W, 116 V ; 4,000 carbon 
filament, 82 W, 140 V. 5-h. p. electrio motor, controller and 
resistances, or, alternatively, 5-h.p. electric motor and equipment.“ 

August 15th. Electricity Commissioners. Bteelwork for power 
station buildings, roof covering, &oc.; water - tube boilers, stokers, 
fans, &o. ; platforms and ladders, steel chimneys, flues and dampers, 
sooting and dust extraction equipment, ash handling plant. 
(June 4th.) 

August 17th. 3,000 sets of renewals for caustio soda primary 
cells 


August 80th. Board of Works. Four electrical centrifugal 
pumps, each with a capacity of twelve million gallons daily. 

September 7th. Victorian Railways. Sixteen sets of air-brake 
equipment, 450 to 600 V., d.c., for single-deck tramonra.— Jteuter's 
Trade Service (Melbourne). 

TASMANIA.—P.M G.'s Department. 
material (Schedule T. 317). (June 4th.) 


Belglum.—AxTwERP.—July 26th. Municipal authori- 
ties. Plant for the eleotric driving of the exhaust pumps at the 
Hattendyk dry docks. Particulars (3 franos) from the Hotel de 
Ville, Antwerp. 


Brandon.— No date. Electric light installation for 
housing schemes for Brandon and Byshottles Urban District 
Council. Particulars from Mr. J. A. Robson, architeot, Langley 
Moor. 


Edinburgh.—June 22nd. Corporation. Electric lighting 


installations for houses under Gorgie housing scheme. Specifications 
from Burgh Engineer. 


France. —MARSEILLES.— June 15th. The Commissariat 
General de l'Exposition Coloniale, 32, Rue Paradis, Marseilles. 
H.p. distribution system and a number of transformer posts at the 
forthcoming Colonial Exhibition. 


July lith. Switchboard 
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Kirk Sandall.— June 22nd. Installation of electric light 
at the temporary Council School. Specifications from West Riding 
Education Architect, County Hall, Wakefield. 

Three 


Leytonstome,—June 16th. West Ham Union. 
months’ supply of electrical fittings. Mr. T. Smith, Clerk, Board 
Room, Union Road, Leytonstone, E.11. 


Liandaff and Dinas Powis.—June 22nd. Rural Dis- 
trict Council. E. h. p. feeder, with switchgear sub-station equip- 
ment complete. (See this issue.) 


London. —ISLING TON. — July 4th. Electricity Com- 
mittee. H. p. switchgear. flame carbons. (June 4th.) 
L.0.0.— July 11th. One 8,000-kW eteam turbo-alternator and 
exciter, condensing plant, &c. ; seven 1,000-kW rotary converters, 
statio transformers and accessories. (See this issue.) 


Manchester. — June 17th. Electricity Committee. 
Twelve months’ supply of statio transformers. Mr. F. E. Hughes, 
secretary, Electricity Department, Town Hall. 


New Zealand. — WELLINGTON.— June 28th. Public 
Works Department. Ten s.p. oil-filled transformers for the con- 
version of three-phase energy at 50 cycles the voltage ratio 
being 50,000/11,000, for Waikato power scheme. 

June 28th. Supply and delivery at Lyttelton of two 50-kVA, 

two 100-kVA, and two 200-kVA condensers in connection with the 
Lake Ooleridge electric power supply (Section 116).* 
July 31st. Wairoa Electric Power Board. (a) Transformers, 
four 2C0-kVA, 11,000/1,900 single-phase units; (^) Insulators, 
11,000 V and 3,000 V; (c) Air-break switches, 11,000 V and 
3,000 V ; (d) Fuses, 11,000 V and 3,000 V ; (e) Lightning arreaters 
and choke coils, 11,000 V and 3,000 V; (/) Accessories as per 
schedule. Tenders to the office of Messrs. Hay & Vickerman, 
Wellington.* 

August 9th. Public Works Department, Suspension-type porce- 
lain insulators for the Waikato power scheme.“ 


Nottingham. — June 16th. Electricity Committee. 
Twelve months' supply of general stores. (June 4th.) 


South Africa,—July 5th. Electrification of Capetown- 
Simonstown and Durban-Maritzburg railway lines. 

RHODESIA. — BULAWAYO. — August 3rd. Municipal Council, 
Electric light and power plant. (May 27th.) 

With reference to the Official Notice of the Bulawayo Munici- 
pality, published in our issue of May 27th, it should be noted that 
additional copies of the specifications, &c., can be obtained at 10s, 
per copy, not 20s., as printed in the advertisement. 

TRANSVAAL.—Rand Water Board. September 9th. Erection 
of a complete installation of mechanical or other filtera capable 
of filtering 54 million gallons of water per 34 hours at the 
Vereeniging main pumping Station (Contract No. 232). Copies of 
the contract documents may be obtained from the Chief Engineer, 
Rand Water Board, Johannesburg, upon a deposit of three guineas.* 


Sndan.— June 30th. Sudan Government. Pumping 
machinery, consisting of Diesel or semi-Diesel engines and direct- 
coupled centrifugal pumps, capable of lifting 1,200 litres of water 

second against a static head varying between 2'5 and 8 metres. 
Machinery must bedelivered at Khartoum North by February 28th, 
1922. Specifications, drawings, and conditions of tender may be 
seen at the office of the Sudan Agent, War Office, Cairo, Egypt. 
Tenders to Superintending Engineer, Department of Agriculture, 
Sudan Government, Atbara.—Reuter’s Trade Service. 

Trimdon.— June llth. Electric light extension from 
Trimdon Grange to Trimdon Village, including the lighting of 
Trimdon Village with electricity. Specification, Mr. T. W. 
Wilkinson, Clerk to the Oouncil, 24, South View, Trimdon Grange, 
8.0. Deposit, £2 2s. (returnable), 

. Uruguay.—MoNTE VipEo.—August 18th. State Elec- 
tricity Works. Steel petroleum tank, Worthington duplex steam 
pump for oil, 250 metres steel tubing.“ 

24 of the specification, &o., can be consulted at the Depart- 
ment of Trade, 85, Old Queen Street, S. W. I. 


CLOSED. 

Australia, — The Victorian Electricity Commissioners 
have accepted the Metropolitan-Vickers's tender of £294,000 for the 
generating plant for the Morwell power-house. Out of this 
amount, £128,000 will be spent locally and the remainder in Great 
Britain. Reuter s Trade Service (Melbourne). 


Barrow.— Health Committee. Accepted :— 
Two Orwell“ electric tipping wagons, £8,147,.—Pollen & Crisp. 


Beifast.—Tramways Committee. Recommended :— 

Reconstruction of the first section of tramway track, £200,644,.—Oonsoll- 

dated Construction Co., Ltd. 

Belgium.— Nine concerns submitted tenders recently to 
the Limbourg Provincial authorities at Hasselt for the establish- 
ment of an electricity distribution system in the Genck-Hasselt 
district, the lowest being 1,434,050 francs by the Société d'Eleo- 
tricité de Genck. 


Biackburn.—Town Council. 


Installation of e.h.p. switchgear at Jubilee generating station.-Met.- 
Vickers Electrieal Co., Ltd. 
3 of two rotary converters and switohgear, — English El ctric 


Bradford.— Board of Guardians :— 


Erection of boiler-house, heating, lighting and general completion of huts 
at Bowling Institution, £190. —C. Bell. 


Liverpool,— Electric Power and Lighting Committee. 


Recommended :— 
One 1,500-kW rotary converter.—Metro.-Vickers Eleetrical Oo., Ltd. 
Ash-handling plant.— Robert Dempsters & Sons, Ltd. 


Lendon.—L.C.0. Highways Committee :— 
Supply of track rails and fastenings (about 5,400 tons). 


Dorman, Long & Co., Ltd. (accepted) sa .. £85,556 
Anglo-American Imprevements Corporation s 88,788 
Barrow Hwmatite Co., Lid. 98 :: 98,607 
Walter Scott, Ltd. s Vs E E A id - 96,168 
P. & W. MacLellan, Ltd. os és zo ae 2 s 96,573 
E. Riach  .. 25 as is K T as zu " 102,218 
Bolckow, Vaughan & Co., Ltd. 108,191 


Johnsons (Liverpool), Ltd...  .. «8 « + 
Should the Committee require all or some of the new rails to be 
manufactured according to the new standard section lately isaued 
by the Engineering Standards Association, Messrs. Dorman, Long 
and Co.'s tender would be increased by £675, the cost of the new 
rolls required. 


ST. MARYLEBONE.—Eleotric Supply Committee :— 
Renewal of two commutators of the 1,000-kW armatures of the Parsons’ 
d.c. generators, £1,000.—C. A. Parsons & Co., Lid. (recommended). 
Seven new diaphragms for one of the 3, 500-k W turbo-alternators, 21,025.— 
Ateliers de Construction Oerlikon Co. (recommended). 


STEPNEY.—Electricity Supply Com mittee :— 
Erection of Mile End sub-station, £19,478.—J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd. (accepted). 
Six feeder and six sub-feeder boxes, 4806,.— Universal Electrica] Manufac- 
turing Co. (recommended). 
Steam flow meter, £1890.—J. Downton & Co., Ltd. (recommended). 


Manchester.—Tramways Committee. Accepted :— 
H. d. copper trolley wire.—F' Smith & Co., Ltd. 


Education Committee. Accepted: 
Electric installation, Ard wick, Central School. -R. Seddon & Sons. 
Do., Cheetham Central School. - Hall Bros. 
Do., Ducie Avenue Central School.—Direct Electric Service Co. 


Electricity Committee. Accepted: 
Cable.—Macintosh Cable Co., Ltd.; Western Electric Co., Ltd. 


Two 74-ton electrically-driven coal cranes.—J. M. Henderson & Co., Ltd. 
Oae d on hand-power travelling crane and one 10-ton do.—H. Wharton, 
td. 


H. p. steam and water pipes.—Baboock & Wilcox, Led. 
H. p. valves.—J. Hopkinson & Co., Ltd. 
Three boiler feed pumps. —G. & J. Weir, Ltd. 


Newcastle-under-Lyme. — Electricity Committee. Ac- 
cepted :— | 
Laying of a main along Friarswood Road, Cemetery Road, Hitherland, to 
Drayton Street, £970.—Oallender's Cable & Construction Co., Ltd. 


St. Helens.—Town Council :— | 
Relaying Junction section of tramway track.— G. Percy Prentham, Ltd. 
Bupply of materials for theabove work.— British Insulated & Helsby Cables, 
e é ur p Welding Co., Ltd. ; Hadfields, Ltd.; and Edgar Allen 
An O. . 


Staffordshire, Wolverhampton and Dudley.— Joint Com- 
mittee for Tuberoulosis :— 

Turbine, &o., for water-power scheme at Prestwood House Sanatorium 
(including £164 for generator and switchboard of Rees Roturbo type), 
£4,344.—W arburton & Co, 

Electric wiring and fittings, £2,650.— Couzens & Akers, Ltd 


Wrexham.—Town Council :— 


Distribution cables for the supply of houses at Acton Park, 41, 900.—Britiah 
Insulated & Helsby Cabies, Ltd. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


sical Society of London.—Friday, June 10th. At the Imperial College 
of Science, South Kensington, S.W. At&p.m. Lecture on The Stability 
of Atoms,” by Sir E, Rutherford, F. R. S. 

London and Home Counties Electricity District Inquiry.—Tuesday, 
June 14th. At the Institution of Electrical Engineers, pt Place, 
Victoria Embankment. At 10.90 a.m. Inquiry by the ectricity 
Commissioners. 
mical Society.—Thursday, June 16th. At Burlington House, Piccadilly, 
W. A$8p.m. Hugo Muller lecture, by Prof. B. Moore, F.R.8. 

Institution of Great Britain. — Friday, June 17th. At Albemarle 
Street, W. At 9 p.m. Lecture on ‘ Chemical Combination and the 
Structure of the Molecule,” by Sir J. J. Thomson, F.R.8. 


NOTES. 


Humidification of Textile Factorles.—At a recent 
meeting of the Cotton Spinners’ Mutual Improvement Society, a 
paper on "Ventilation and Humidification of Textile Factories,” 
was read by Mr. H. N. Leask, A.M.Inst.C.É, a member of the firm 
of Cleworth, Wheal & Co., Ltd. The methods of dealing with 
various types of buildings and very full details of systems were 
given in the paper. 


Prof. Einstein's Lectures.— Owing to the postponement 
of the sailing of the s.s. Celtic, on which he bad booked his passage 
from America, Prof. Einstein was, explains Nature, unable to 
lecture at King's College, London, yesterday (June 9th), as arranged. 
It is hoped, however, that he will be able to lecture on Monday 
next (June 13th), at 5.15 p.m., and all tickets which were issued for 
Thursday will be available on Monday. 
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Educational,— The report of the Council of the City and 
Guilds of London Institute for the year 1920 was presented to the 
members at the May meeting of the Institute. One interesting 
matter covered by the report is the question of the closing of the 
Finsbury Technical College owing to lack of funds, It is gratifying 
to learn that the College is to have at least another five years of 
existence—the Institute having guaranteed an annual grant of 
£3,500 and the London County Council having approved the alloca- 
tion of £10,000 a year for the continuance of the College. The 
vacation by Government Departments of premises belonging to 
the City and Guilds (Engineering) College is recorded. The 
number of stu“ents at this institution showed a very large increase 
during the year, rising from 337 to 587. The Diploma of Associate 
of the City and Guilds Institute (A. C. G. I.) was awarded to 100 
matriculated third-year students at the close of the session in 
July, 1920, as againat 19 in the previous year. Sixty-three students 
of the College obtained the degree of B,Sc. (Eng.) in the University 
of London. The report, dealing with the Department of Tech- 
nology, says that no examinations were held in Grade 1 of 
any two-grade or three-grade subject, except in the cases of 
telegraphy, telephony, and flour milling. The total number of 
candidates examined in technological subjects during 1920 was 
9,825, as against 8,523 in 1919. Ex-Service men were again 
permitted to enter for any grade of examination without regard to 
passing in a lower grade, The general income and expenditure 
account shows an adverse balance of £4,898. "The statement of 


special income and expenditure shows an unspent balance of 
£1,441. 


Appointments Vacant. — Electrical foreman ($375 a 
month +) for the Federated Malay States Government Railway ; 
shift engineer for the Holmfirth Urban District Council electricity 
worke. (See our advertisement pazes to-day.) 


Hackney and Non-Union Installations.—At a meeting 
of the Hackney Borouch Council a long discussion took place upon 
the question of non-Unionist electrical installations. This arose 
from the decision of the Courts in the case of Dore v. The Council, 
reported in our issues of April 22nd and 29th. and May 6th. The 
Electricity Committee asked for definite instructions as to the 
action to be taken in the event of employés refusing to connect up 
installations carried out by others than Trade-Union members. A 
Labour member said that two such cases had already been dealt 
with successfully by negotiation. It was moved that the Com- 
mittee and the engineer be accorded powers to take any necessary 
action’ to enable the Council to carry out ita statutory obligations. 
The author of the resolution was asked to define necessary 
action," or to give definite inatructions. It was decided. however. 
that the Committee and the engineer should formulate a scheme of 
action in each case, The mover of the resolution then asked per- 
mission to make an addition confirming the action of the Elec- 
tricity Committee in deciding to appeal against the decision given 
in the Dore case. This was allowed, and the motion was carried 
by 28 votes to 23. 


The British  Associatlon.— Contrary to the usual 
custom the Britieh Association for the Advancement of Science has 
arranged that several of the addresses of Presidents of Sections 
shall be discussed by the meetinga in Edinburgh next September. 
Another new arrangement ensures that not more than two of the 
sectional addreases or discussions shall take place simultaneously, 
and thus visitors will not be so liable to miss an important address 
through attendance at another meeting held at the same time. 

The Presidential Address, to be given by Sir Edward Thorpe, 
will deal with Aspects and Problems of Post-War Science, Pure 
aud Applied.” The sectional presidential addresses include :— 
“Principles by which Wages are Determined,” by Mr. W. L. 
Hichens ; "Water Power." by Prof. A. H. Gibson; a popular 
exposition of the Einstein theory of relativity, by Prof. A. 8. 
Eddington; and Speech through the Ether—A Study of the 
Underlying Principles of Wireless Telephony,” by Sir Oliver 
Lodge. One of the subjects for discussion by a conjoint meeting 
is “ The Structure of Molecules.” 


Fatality.— On June 2nd an inquest was held upon 
Frederick Frost, an employé at the Poplar Corporation electricity 
works, who was killed while on duty. It was atated that deceased 
was removing tue dust from some insulators on a high-pressure 
switchboard, when a tlash was seen and deceased fell from the top 
of a ladder to the ground. Resuscitation methods were employed 
without success, A medical witness said that death was due to 
electric shock. An official of the works giving evidence, said that 
it was the duty of himself and another to see that switches and 
links were removed when cleaning was being carried out on the 
board. On the morning in question, witness inspected the board 
and gained the impression that it was dead." However, a switch 
adjacent to the board remained in. The chief engineer said the 
switch was on aspare panel. The Coroner said it was another case 
of the entry of the "human element.“ A verdict of “ Accidental 
Death was recorded. 


The Royal Air Force Pageant.—The Royal Air Force 
Pageant is again being held this year at the London Aerodrome, 
Hendon, by kind permission of the Grahame White Aviation Co., 
on Saturday, July 2nd. As io the case of the Royal Tournament, 
all the proceeds will be devoted to Service charities. 


The Metric System in Guatemala.— Reuter's Agency 
is informed by the Guatemalan Minister in London that the 
National Legislative Assembly has decreed the official adoption of 
the metric system in the Republic. 


Polsonons Dust.—According to the medical -corres- 
pondent of Zhe Times, at the Industrial Welfare Conference, on 
June 2nd, Prof. Collis mentioned & new piece of scientific work 
which showed that silica or rock dust is actually a chemical poison 
for the human body. Workers in it, as is known, are more liable 
than other people to consumption. What has not, so far, been 
known is that they are also more liable to kidney diseases. 
Certain dusty trades are notoriously unhealthy, but, apparently, it 
is only the rock or stone dust which produces the evil effecta. 


“Talking” Pictures.—Many attempts have been made 
to combine the actions of the kinematograph and the gramophone, 
but only a limited success has, so far, been achieved. A more 
promising arrangement was recently demonstrated at the West- 
minster Cathedral Hall by Captain Janion. This is the oatcomé 
of a great deal of experimental work by the Webb Syndicate, of 
the State of Delaware, U.S.A. 

The speech-reproducing apparatus is so connected with the 
kinema projector that absolute synchronism is obtained, and the 
changing of records is automatically effected without a notioe- 
able break in continuity. The gramophone is situated in the 
operating box and speech is transmitted to & loud-speaking tele- 
phone in position near the screen. The result is a very lifelike 
effect auguring well for the future success of the apparatus. 


INSTITUTION NOTES. 


E 


Institution of Electrical Engineers. — The Council of the 
Institution has awarded the following premiums for papers 
read before or published by the Institution: — T Institution 
Premium, Mr. E. A. Watson, O.B.E.; Ayrton Premium, Sir 
P. Dawson; Fahie Premium, Sir W. Noble; John Hopkinson 
Premium, Mr. G. A. Juhlin; Aelvin Premium, Prof. E. Wilson; 
Paris Premium, Mr. K. Baumann ; Webber Premium, Mr. J. Paley 
Yorke; Zhe Duddell Premium, Mr. B. 8. Goasling ; E-tra 
Premiums, Messra. S. Evershed, W. B. Woodhouse, R. O. Kapp, 
A. E. McColl, G. E. Bairsto, D.Sc., M. B. Field, O. B. E., A. McKinstry, 
B.A., M. Sc.; and A Wireless Premium, Captain R. C. Trench. - 


WIRELESS SECTION.—A paper on “ Electric Oscillations along 
Straight Lines and Solenoids,” was read by Prof. J. S. Townsend. 
F.R.S.. at a meeting held on June 8th. A number of experiments 
made by the author and Mr. J. H. Morrell to find the relation 
between the frequencies of the normal oscillations of systems were 
described. The oscillations of solenoids and parallel wires were 
discussed, and an estimate of the accuracy obtained in measuring 
wave: lengths by wires was given. A simple method, depending on 
harmonic oscillation, was described whereby the lengths of short 
waves measured by means of parallel wires could be compared with 
those of long waves measured by means of standard inductances 
and capacities. l 


WESTERN CENTRE.—The following bave been nominated for 
election as officers and Committee for the 1921-22 session :— 
Chairman —Mr. A. C. MacWhirter (Cardiff); Vice-Chairmen —Mr. 
F. Tremain (Bristol), and Mr. C. T. Allan (Cardiff) ; Committee (five 
vacancies) —Prof. F. Bacon (Swansea), Messrs. W. A. Chamen 
(Cardiff) F. S. Carter (Porthcawl), A. H. Dowson (Bristol), W. 
Hardy (Bath), W. G. Heath (Plymouth), and Prof. D. Robertaon 
(Bristol) Any further nominations must reach theo Hon. Secretary 
not later than June 14th. 


SOUTH MIDLAND CENTRE.—STUDENTS' SECTION.—The report 
of the Committee for 1920-21 states that the membership has 
risen from 91 to 210. Seven ordinary meetings have been held at 
which interesting lectures and papers have been given, including 
an address by the President of the Institution on January 4th. 


Institutlen of Engineers (India).—On May 3rd the Bengal 
Astociation of the Inatitution was formally established, under the 
chairmanship of Mr. A. Cochran, C.B.E, M.L.C. The total 
membership of the Section is about & hundred. The chairman 
becomes e.r officio a vice-president of the Institution. 


South Wales Institute of Engineers.—At its meeting, last week, 
the Institute resumed the discussion on a paper on powdered fuel, 
by Mr. Robert James, Wh So. D.I.C. Mr. James analysed the 
pulverising costs of & plant dealing with 50 tons a day. and. after 
allowing for interest and depreciation, arrived at a total coat, 
including cost of drying, &c., of 78. 6d. per ton. He stated that 
a plant for firing a Stirling boiler of 40,000-lb. per hour capacity 
with powdered coal on the Holbeck system is at present 
approaching completion at the electricity works of the Hammer- 
smith Corporation. In this case the fuel will be made as required 
in a self-contained turbo-pulveriser. and the system will work 
under a slight vacuam, so that there should be no chance of coal 
dust escaping into the atmosphere. 


Hluminating Engineering Soclety.— The report of the Council 
for ithe past session states that Mr. J. H. Parsons, C. B. E., F R.S., 
has accepted the office of president, and pays a tribute to the 
services of Mr. A. P. Trotter, the retiring president. New joint 
committ-es on gas lamps and lighting applianoes, on photometry 
and allied subjects, and on studio lighting have been appointed. 
Co-operation with other bodies has been continued, and a session of 
the International Illuminating Commission is to be held in Paris 
from July 4th to 9th, 1921, P TUER 
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OUR PERSONAL COLUMN. 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 

. technical or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW posted as to their moremente, 


As announced briefly in our last issue, MR. ALEX. Morr is retiring 
from the position of superintending engineer of the London 
district of the Post Office, after nearly 47 years’ service. Mr. Moir 
started his official career in Aberdeen, his native town, and subse- 
quently served in Edinburgh, Bradford, Leeds, Newcastle, Dublin, 
and London. In 1903 he was attached to the staff of the 
Engineer-in-Chief as head of the Construction Section, in which 
capacity he was responsible for the methods to be adopted in the 
construction of overhead and underground plant, and for the 
laying down of the main trunk underground routes. Prior to 
1912 the engineering work in the London area was in charge of 
three, and, subsequently, of two auperintending engineers, each of 
whom was also responsible for a provincial area. On the transfer 
of the National Telephone Co.'s business to the State, the preaent 
London engineering district was formed and placed under Mr. 
Moir's control. Mr. Moir controla a staff of nearly 6,000, a large 
proportion of which is at present engaged in overtaking the 
arrears of construction due to the war. Great strides in this 
direction have already been made, and much more would have been 
done but for the difficulties in obtaining the necessary stores. 
During the war 50 per cent. of the staff joined the Forces; the re- 
mainder in addition to keeping the telegraph and telephone services 
running smoothly, and providing some thousands of special circuits 
for war purposes, built up the extensive system of communication 
in connection with the London Air Defences. For his services in 
this direction, Mr. Moir was made an Officer of the British 
Empire. Mr. Moir is chairman of the Committee of Post Office 
Superintending Engine2rs, and was a member of the War Office 
Committee responsible for the introduction of the scheme of 
Army Signalling which proved to be so succetsful in the late war. 

The L.C.C. Highways Committee recommends that Mr. G. W. 
STUBBINGS and MR. S. H. WIGNER be appointed technical assistants 
(Grade II) in the electrical branch of the Council's tramway 
department at a salary of £250, rising to £300 (based on pre-war 
conditions), subject to temporary additions making the total 
remuneration at present £512. 

On Friday last the Bradford Corporation Electricity Committee 
passed a resolution of congratulation to Mr. T. RoLEs, the city 
electrical engineer. on his election as & member of the Council 
of the Institution of Electrical Engineers. The Committee 
also passed resolutions of thanks to Mr. Roles, Mr. J. Wright 
(deputy engineer), and their staffs, and to Alderman Wilfred 
Turner, chairman of the committee, for their able preparation aid 

resentation of the Bradford and Conference scheme at the recent 

qniry by the Commissioners at Leeds. into the rival schemes for 
the establishment of a Joirt Electricity Authority for the Aire and 
Calder District. 

York Corporation Salaries Sub-Committee reports having met 
the staff at the electricity works, who have accepted, under 
protest, if they are to be permanent. and do not fluctuate with the 
rise and fall in the cost of living. the following offers of increased 
salaries : —Mr. E. J. Nichols (chief assistant), from £120 to £190; 
Mr. G. H. Holmes (station superintendent), from £330 to £390 ; 
Mr. T. Gowland (mains), from £300 to £330; Messrs. D. I. 
Edwards, P. J. Woods, and C. Robinson (charge engineers). from 
£276 to £325; Mr. Wright (assistant engineer). £178 to £200; 
and Mr. Inglis, from £184 to £260. The Committee recommends 
that a proposal of the Electricity Committee to increase the salary 
of Mr. J. W. Hame, city electrical engineer and tramway manager, 
to £900 per annum (£600 as electrical engineer and £300 as tram- 
way manager), be deferred until the salaries of the whole of the 
chief officials of the Corporation are dealt with. 

Mr. R. T. HENRY has been appointed, out of 20 applicants, to the 
position of construction engineer for the electric Jight scheme at 
Mossel Bay, Cape Province. Mr. Henry was formerly chief engi- 
neer at Delagoa Bay, and assistant electrical engineer to the 
Johannesburg Municipality and the Victoria Falle Power Co. It 
is expected that the plant will be working in less than six months’ 
time. 

Darwen Town Council has agreed to increase the salary of MR. 
G. A. NEWSHOLME, tramway manager, by £50 per year, with & 
fürther increment of £25 per annum for the next two years. 

The Financial Times says that MR. DoudLAS VICKERS, M.P., 
chairman of Vickers, Ltd., is recovering slowly from a severe 
attack of gout and rheumatism, precipitated by worry and over- 
work. It is not expected that he will have recovered sufficiently 
to leave Aix-les-Bains until the end of June. 

Mr. Jonn BUNTING, who has been associated for over 20 years 
with Messrs. Bruce Peebles & Co., of Elinburgh, is severing ‘his 
connection with that firm to join the Ateliers de Constructions 
Electriques de Charleroi, for whom he is opening a branch at 
56, Victoria Street, London, S.W. 1. 

Obltsary.— Mn. W. S. HETHERINGTON.—The death took place 
on May 30th, at the Cumberland Infirmary, of Mr. William 8. 
Hetherington, a member of the electrical staff of Hetherington 
Bros., Penrith, for whom he had carried out important installa- 
tions at Lowther Castle and elsewhere. He was 27 years of age. 

Mn. J. PHILLIPS.—The death has taken place, at the age of 61 
years, of Mr. James Phillips, who had for the past 27 years been 
assistant chief electrician for the Tredegar Co., at Treorky (Glam.). 
i Mz. 8. WirsoN.—The death is announced of Mr. Samuel Wilson, 
who had ‘for many years been on the electrical; staff at the 
Warrington Corporation Electricity Works. , 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Sennybridge Electric Supply Co., Ltd. (174,920).—Re- 
gistered May 27th. Capital, £1,500 in £25 shares. To carry on at Senny- 
bridge, Defynock, Brecon, or elsewhere, the business of suppliers of electricity, 
&c. Minimum cash subscription 30 shares. The first directors are: W. J. 
Davies, Usk Pharmacy, Sennybridge; W. H. P. Rees, Pantysyallog, Senny- 
bridge; Edward Davies, J.P., Pontarfran, Brecon; Evan Davies, Post Office, 
Sennybridge; W. Morgan Davies, The Stores, Sennybridge; E. Thomas, Usk 
and Railway Hotel, Sennybridge; D. Powell, Ihe Castle, Sennybridge. 
Qualification £50. Solicitors: J. P. J. Powell, 12, Castle Street, Brecan. 


F. Darton & Co., Ltd. (174,909).—Private company. Re- 
gistered May 27th. Capital, £1,000 in £1 shares. To take over the business 
of a manufacturing optician and scientific instrument maker carried on by 
F. A. Dartqn at 142, St. John Street, Clerkenwell, E.C., as '* F. Darton and 
Co." The first directors are: F. A. Darton, Clare Lodge, Snakes Lane; 
Woodford; O. Darton, Ivyhurst, Reigate. Registered office: 142, St. John 
Street, Clerkenwell, E.C. 1. 


W. A. Tasker & Sons (Bristol), Ltd. (174,904).—Private 
company. Registered May 26th. Capital, £2,000 in £1 shares (1,500 prefer- 
ence), To adopt an agreement with E. A. Tasker and W. S. Tasker, trading 
as M'. A. Tasker & Sons," and to carry on the business of motor, electrical 
and general engineers, fitters in connection with kinematographs, film and 
picture theatres, &c. The first directors are: E. A. Tasker, 7, North Road, 
Bristol (permanent chairman, subject to holding 500 shares); W. S. Tasker, 
61, Ashley Road, Bristol. Qualification. £1. Remuneration of E. A. Tasker 
£150 per annum; of other directors £100 each per annum. Solicitors: Glyde, 
Kerslake & Scammell, Fosters Chambers, 17, Small Street, Bristol. 


Bedesco, Ltd. (174,989).— Private company. Registered 
June Ist. Capital, £2,000 in £l shares (500 preference). To carry on the 
business of electrical engineers and contractors, suppliers of electricity, 
manufacturers of and dealers in electric and other lighting sets for bicycles, 
motor cycles, cars, aeroplanes, motor boats, steamships and vessels, manu. 
facturers of camera holders, stands, and all kinds of photographic accessories, 
&c. The subscribers (each with one ordinary share) are: Brig.-Gen. H. B. 
Shackleton, C.B., C.M.G., 7, Park Place, St. James's, S.W.1; W. C. 
Devereux, 4, Oxford Street, W., engineer. The first directors are: Brig.-Gen. 
H. B. Shackleton, C.B., C.M.G., W. C. Devereux, and R. R. Bishop. 
Qualification £39. Remuneration as fixed by the company. Secretary: W. C. 
Devercux. Registered office: 35, Bucklersbury, E.C. 4. 

Regis- 


Installations, Ltd. (174,993).—Private company. 
tered June Ist. Capital, £1,000 in £1 shores. To carry on the business 
of electricians, electrical and mechanical engineers and contractors, &c., and 
to take over all or part of the electrical, contracting, and wiring work of 
the Engineering Equipment Co. (1919). Ltd. The subscribers (each with 
one share) are: S. €. Box, 3, Bute Crescent, Cardiff, asbestos manufacturer; 
E. H. Woodhall, Coleridge House, Mount Street, Swansea, secretary; E. V. 
Johnson, Coleridge House, Mount Street. Swansea, engineer. The said 
company may, while holding 500 shares, appoint not more than three directors 
subject thereto, the subscribers are to appoint the first directors. Secretary: 
E. H. Woodhall. Solicitors: Collins & Woods, 1, Worcester Place, Swansea. 
Registered office: Coleridge House, Mount Street, Swansea. 


Neale Magnet Construction Co., Ltd. (175,020). —Regis- 
tered June 2nd. Capital, £30,000 in 28,500 preferred ordinary shares of £1 
and 60,000 deferred ordinary shares of 6d. To acquire from J. Neale an 
invention relating to improvements in the design and construction of electro- 
magnets, and to carry on the business of electrical and mechanical engineers, 
&c. The first directors are: J. Neale, Vintella, Oxshott, Surrey; J. A. 
Manners-Smith, B.Sc., A.M.LE.E., Coniston, Haslemere, Surrey. Minimum 
cash subscription £7. Remuneration £100 each per annum (chairman £150). 
Registered office: 7, Suffolk Street, Pall Mall East, S.W. 1. 


New Welding Co., Ltd. (174,940).—Private company. 
Registered May 28th. Capital, £15,000 in £1 shares (5,000 preferred). To 
carry on the business of electrical and acetylene welders, mechanical, elec- 
trical, agricultural, constructional, and motor engineers, builders, engineering 
contractors, &c. The permanent directors are: A. H. Phillips. 9, Hosack 
Road, Balham, S.W.; C. G. Arnold, 30, Stanhope Gardens, Highgate, N.E.; 
E. C. Simper, 51. Alwyn Avenue, Chiswick, W. Qualification £100. Re- 
muneration as fixed by the company. Secretary: C. G. Arnold. Registered 
office: 26, Rosebery Avenue, E.C. 

Cooke & Glover (Engineers), Ltd. (174,974).—Private 
company. Registered Mav 31st. Capital, £5,000 in £1 shares. To carry on 
the business of electrical, horticultural, water, gas, mechanical and general 
engineers, contractors, plumbers, founders, &c. The permanent directors 
are: F. R. Glover, 98, St. Peters Street, Radford, Nottingham (managing 
director and chairman); F. A. Glover. 76, Sneinton Boulevard, Nottingham. 
Remuneration of F. R. Glover £208 and a bonus of £52 for every 10 per 
cent. or part of 10 per cent. dividend paid per annum; of F. A. Glover 
£286 per annum. Registered office: 98, St. Peters Street, Radford, Notting- 
ham. ; 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES, | 


A. Lippold, Ltd.—Debenture dated May 23rd, 1921, to 


secure £200, charged on company's property, present and future, including 
uncalled capital. Holder: R. H. Jones, 88, Abbotsford Place, Glasgow. 


W. T. Glover & Co.. Ltd. (56,124).—Capital, £214,850 
in 100,000 preference and 114,850 ordinary shares of £1 each, all of which 
had been issued at April 4th, 1921, £117.000 being paid up in cash on 
67,000 preference and 50,000 ordinary, and £97.850 being credited as paid 
on the remainder. Mortgages and charges: Nil. 

Waste Heat & Gas Electrical Generating Stations, Ltd. 
(91,738).—Return dated April 14th, 1921. Capital, £350,000 in 4£1 shares. 
320,000 shares taken up. 420.000 paid. Mortgages and charges: Nil. 

F. L. Mitchell & Co., Ltd.—E. S. Thorne, of 63, Coleman 
Street, E.C. 2, as receiver or manager on May 23rd, under powers contained 
in debenture dated January 26th, 1321. . 


2 ———— 


CITY NOTES. 


The net profit for the year ended March, 


Electric 1921, after providing £6,140 for debenture 
Construction interest, and £10,000 for depreciation, was 
Co., Ltd. £83,110, plus £39,781 brought forward, less 


balance of E.P.D. for year ended March. 
1919, and provision for the year ended March, 1920, £15,148, 
making £107,744. Interim dividends on the 7 per cent. pre- 
ference shares and 6 per cent. per annum on the ordinary 
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(less tax) required £11,197, and a final dividend on the 7 per 
cent. preference shares having been paid, a final dividend at 
the rate of 9 per cent. per annum is to be declared on the 
ordinary shares, making 71 per cent. for the year, plus a 
bonus of 24 per cent. on the ordinary shares (all under de- 
duction of income tax), and £19,851 is put to general reserve 
fund, making it £120,000, leaving 453, 498 to be carried forward 
subject to liability for E. P. D. Ihe directors report that the 
turnover has been greater than in any previous period. and 


a corresponding increase is shown in the balance ot net profit. - 


Recently, however, orders have been difficult to obtain, in 
consequence of the unsettled industrial conditions which pre- 
vail. The death of Sir James Pender, Bart., is recorded, 
and it is not proposed to fill the vacancy at present. Annual 
meeting held yesterday in London. 

Australia.—AÀ new company has been formed entitled the 
Parramatta Electric Supply Co., Ltd., to acquire the under- 
taking of the company which has been operating under the 
same name. The old company's revenue was £11,578 for 
1920, and the estimated revenue for 1921 is £16,000 when 
the proposed extensions have been completed. ‘The net earn- 
ings are estimated at £3,595 for 1921 and £5,300 for 1922. 
An issue has been made of £30,000 in 8 per cent. £1 pre- 
ference shares at par; 22,957 £l ordinary shares were issued 
fully paid to the shareholders of the old company. An agree- 
ment has been made with the Railway Commissioners for the 
supply of bulk electricity for ten years, which, it is said, 
should suffice for the company's needs. 


At the annual general meeting on June 


Shanghai lst, Sir Alfred Dent, K.C.M.G., said that 
Electric the company’s profits were subject to heavy 
Construction liability to taxation, as they had to provide 
Co., Ltd. not only for excess profits duty at 60 per 
cent., but also for the new corporation 

profits tax. The appropriation to general reserve raised that 


account to £80,000, which, with the sanction of extraordinary 
general meetings, had been applied in paying up 8,000 new 
shares at £10 each. which had been distributed as a bonus 
in the ratio of one new share for every four shares held. This 
had necessitated increasing the capital to £400,000. An un- 
satisfactory feature of local conditions was the heavy and 
increasing depreciation of the subsidiary coinage. due to 
indiscriminate and uncontrolled minting of copper coins. In 
spite of this handicap, the traílics and net receipts for the 
current year were the largest in their history for a correspond- 
ing period. This was due in part to the fact that they were 
constantly adding to their rolling stock in order to cope with 
the increasing volume of traflic, but the additions made did 
not by any means meet in full the demand of the Shanghai 
public for additional traffic facilities. The management had 
for a considerable period been in negotiation with the Muni- 
cipal Council for increased powers with a view to the extension 
of the company's system with railless traction. 


The gross receipts for 1920 were: Tram- 
way undertaking. £16,642; electric supply 
undertaking, £40,048; representing  in- 
creases of approximately 10 per cent. and 
23 per cent. respectively over the figures 
for 1919. Both departments were affected 
by labour troubles during the latter part of the year. The 
combined undertakings show a net revenue of £22,266, as 
against £20,430 in 1919. The profit, including the profit on 
exchange, after charging general expenditure in London and 
Delhi. and debenture interest, was £31,325, plus £1,362 
brought forward. There has been put to depreciation of plant 
and equipment £10,000 ; to renewals reserve account £7,500; to 
reserve for British and Indian taxation £4,000. A dividend 
of 8 per cent. per annum (less tax) on the preferred and 
participating shares requires £8,000, and one of Is. 6id.. less 
tax, on the ordinary shares will absorb £2,203, leaving £982 
to be carried forward. The plant and equipment, including 
rolling stock, has been maintained in good condition. The 
expenditure on maintenance, with the exception of special 
renewals (22.535), has been charged to revenue. Additions 
to plant during the year were £7,703. Owing to the state 
of his health, Mr. J. G. Griffin tendered his resignation of 
the general managership as at December last, but arrange- 
ments have been made under which his technical ability and 
knowledge of local conditions will be retained. Lieut.-Col. 
Cecil Barber took up the duties of general manager at Delhi 
on December 3rd. 


Delhi Electric 
Tramways and 
. Lightin 
Co., Ltd. 


Sir George A. Touche, Bart., presided 


The Anglo- over the annual meeting on Tuesday last. 
Argentine He said that they were able to submit 
Tramways more cheering figures than those of 12 
Co., Ltd. months ago. The increased tariff of 12 


cents established by Ordinance came 
into force on April 10th. 1920. The incrense was reflected in 
the traffic receipts, which rose from £3,127,784 in 1919 to 
24.014.765 last venr, an increase of 28.36 per cent. The gross 
receipts reached the record figure of £4.413,164. Owing to 
the war there were heavy accumulations of arrears of dividend, 
and during the year they had paid away 3} years’ dividends 
on the 51 per cent. first preference shares and all arrears on 
those shares were now wiped out. The working expenses 
were also at a record figure. and totalled £3,198.028. The 
traffic expenses had amounted to £1,158,265, an increase of 
£332,201 over last year—salaries and wages—chiefly wages, 


accounted for £325,000 of that increase. Their policy had 
always been to pay wages in proportion to the measure of 
their prosperity, in order that they might have a responsible 
and contented body of men, and the advances of the past 
year were justified by the cost of living. Traction cost 
£812,693, and electrical energy, which was based upon the 
price of fuel, showed a decrease of £107,940. ‘the average 
cost of fuel used by the supply company during 1920 was 
1188. per ton delivered at the power stations. Since the end 
of the year a new contract had been entered into by the 
supply company for one year's supply of American coal at a 
price of a little under 60s. per ton c.i.f. Buenos Aires. They 
got the benefit of that cheaper coal only as from May of 
this year, by which time the stocks of dear coal were prac- 
tically exhausted. Maintenance cost 4£345,064— £69,182 in 
excess of the previous year. The working expenses had had 
to bear a new charge of £87,461. being the company's con- 
tribution of 8 per cent. on salaries and wages to the official 
pension fund in Buenos Aires. The net profit of the year, 
after making the transfer of £133,172 to renewals reserve, 
and meeting the City " annuity, and interest on the three 
classes of debenture stocks, together with sinking funds for 
the whole of the debenture and share capital, was £593,574. 
The amount brought forward from 1919 was £175,509, making 
& total of £769,384. After clearing up all the arrears of divi- 
dend on the first preference shares, and paying the current 
dividend, there remained an available balance of £153,384. As 
to whether the current dividend on the second preference 
shares was likely to be earned, he preferred to make no pro- 
mise. The general prospect was not so good as it was some 
months ago, and he would be failing in frankness if he said 
that the payment of another six months’ dividend on the 
second preference shares by September 30th next was beyond 
doubt. Proceeding to refer to the current contract with the 
supply company, which was made in 1904 and rearranged in 
1909 for the life of the concession, he said they had made a 
modification of the terms of the contract for the supply of 
electrical energy which was expected to result in a saving to 
the company of from £20,000 to £30.000 per annum. The 
arrangement was a beneficial one to the company, and they 
were indebted to the Compagnie Générale, and especially to 
their colleague, Mr. D. Heineman, for bringing it about. 
The capital expenditure during the year hed amounted to 
£567,333. The present were not times when large capital 
expenditure was desirable, but if they were to keep pace with 
the traffic requirements of the population they served, a 
certain expenditure was necessary. Dealing with labour 
troubles, the chairman said that in Buenos Aires, as else- 
where, labour had not yet settled down after the unrest 
caused by the war. Some time ago it looked as if the unrest 
would culminate in a general strike, but the evil was avoided 
on that occasion through the good sense of the workers. 
Their men remained steadfast, and the services continued 
running normally. The Government were determined to safe- 
guard the right to work, and took energetic measures against 
the militant agitators who were seeking to place the unions 
above the law. Owing to the vigorous action of the autho- 
rities and the refusal of workmen to be intimidated, the 
general strike seemed broken and doomed to failure. It was 
their general manager's constant study to cultivate a feeling 
of good fellowship in all ranks, but there was a very detinite 
limit to what they could do, and it was possible to pay too 
much for peace. Concessions which would impoverish the 
company Faust in the end impoverish the employés too. 
Where capital was destroyed labour was irretrievably ruined. 
as had happened in Russia. The Government were awake to 
the peril which threatened the industry and prosperity of 
the Argentine, and were taking steps to exclude revolutionary 
agents who would work havoc upon the community. He 
wished our Government would. follow a similar course. The 
ills of the Argentine were temporary and would pass. Its 
resources were almost illimitable, and though the fulfilment 
of their more sanguine expectations might be delayed. he 
thought it would show a lack of vision to take a pessimistic 
view of its future. 

Mr. W. F. Hamilton, K.C., seconded the motion, and the 


report was adopted. 
The report for 1920 states that the re- 
Cork Electric venue was £111,880 and the expenses 
Tramways £94,966, leaving £16,914, plus £2,512 
and Lighting brought forward. Deducting income tax 
Co., Ltd. and debenture interest, the balance is 
£12,203. £6.500 has been added to reserve 
for. depreciation and renewals and £5,703 is carried to revenue 
new account. The increase in revenue (21.019) is made up 
of £4,092 from the tramways, £16,090 from lighting and 
power, and £837 from other items. The expenses increased 
bv 424.232 as follows: 46.920 in respect of the tramways: 
£15.453 for generating. £836 for lighting and power main- 
tenance: and £1,093 for general and administrative expenses. 
The gross profit shows a reduction of £3,213 as compared 
with 1919, due to higher salaries and wages, coal, &., and to 
curfew and other restrictions. and the state of the country. 
The company claimed against the Cork Corporation for loss 
of nropertv in the Patrick Street fire, and £3.394 was awarded. 
A demand for an additional £1 per week and other conces- 
sions bv the tramway and certain other employés was made 
in November last which the directors were unable to meet. 
as the tramways were being operated at a loss. A strike 
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followed in February and lasted for seven and a half weeks 
involving a complete stoppage of the tramway service and 
greatly restricting the supply of current for lighting and 
power purposes—vetore the men returned to work. In view 
of the reduction in gross pront and the loss involved in the 
strike, the directors are unable to recommend payment of 
the preference share dividend for the year. The lighting and 
power tariff has been revised, owing to the increased cost of 
generating, but as the present rates only applied for the last 
quarter of 1920 the accounts under review did not benefit 
materially from the last revision of rates. Application has 
also been made to the Ministry of Transport for powers to 
increase the tramway fares. The installation of additional 
plant for the power station referred to last year is being 
proceeded with, and it is expected that the new 9,00U0-k Ww 
Curtis turbine will be in operation for the ensuing winter load. 


'The report for the year ended March 3lst, 
1921, states that the sale of the company's 
States Cable cable and properties to the Governinent 

Co., Ltd. has been coinpleted, the purchase considera- 
| tion of £570,000 being satisfied by the pay- 
ment of £70,086 in cash, and the handing over of £506,700 
5 per cent. National War Bonds, maturing for payment on 
April Ist, 1923, at £102 per cent. This carries out the arrange- 
ment sanctioned by the shareholders, namely, that payment 
was to be made by the Government two years after completion 
of the sale, and interest at 64 per cent. per annum was to be 
paid upon the purchase consideration till the date of payment. 
Provision is made in the accounts for all known liabiliites of 
the company, and the investments have been written down 
to their actual value, according to market quotations, at 
March 3lst last. A settlement of all claims under the com- 
pany's pension scheme has been effected for a smaller amount 
that was estimated. The directors are therefore satisfied they 
will be in a position to pay a dividend out of the company’s 
income at the rate of 4 per cent. per annum until the war 
bonds are redeemed in 1923, when the shareholders may 
confidently look for a return of £6 per share. The total 
income of the year was £56,530, and after providing for ad- 
ministration expenses and the cost of repairing the cable a 
balance remained of £38,969, out of which a dividend of 4 per 
cent. has been paid, carrying forward £4,265. 


Direct United 


The gross earnings for the year 1920, 


Oriental including dividends and interest from sub- 
Telephone sidiary companies, &c., were £165,182, plus 
and Electric £11,013 brought forward. Deducting work- 
Co., Ltd. ing expenses £109,878, and interim divi- 
dends, debenture interest and redemption 

charges, 422.172, there remains £47,144. A final dividend 


of 3 per cent., less tax, is paid on the preference shares; a 
final dividend of 6 per cent., free of tax, on the ordinary 
shares makes 10 per cent., free of tax, for the year; a bonus 
of 2 per cent., free of tax, 1s to be paid on the ordinary 
shares; there is put to depreciation and general reserve 
£10,000, and to staff pension fund £2,000, leaving £10,492 to 
be carried forward. ‘The revenue of the various branches of 
the company and the associated companies shows a substantial 
increase, which is largely due, in the case of the company's 
own branches, to the favourable rates of exchange ruling 
during the greater part of the period under review. At almost 
all centres, new subscribers are awaiting the telephone service, 
and their requirements are being met as spedily as circum- 
stances permit. After considerable delay on the part of the 
contractors, the new switchboard equipment at Singapore 
was brought into operation on June 6th, 1920. The death 
is recorded of the company’s late manager in Mauritius, Mr. 
E. L. Lalonde. The following dividends have been declared 
by the Indian local companies, viz.: 16 per cent. by the 
Bombay Telephone Co., Ltd., as against 18 per cent. for 
1919, and 10 per cent. by the Bengal Telephone Co., Ltd.. 

as against 8 per cent. for 1919. Owing to the fall in the 
rates of exchange the sterling equivalent is less than in the 
previous year. At December 3lst, 1920, this company had a 
total of 9,017 stations in operation, an increase of 897 during 
the year. At the same date the Bombay Telephone Co., Ltd., 

had 9,709 exchange and private lines in operation, being a 
net addition of 1,829; and the Bengal Telephone Co.. Ltd.. 

6,838 stations. being a net addition of 275. In the case of 
Caleutta this increase would have been considerably greater 
but for the serious delay by the contractors in completing 
the new exchange equipment, which was only brought into 
use on April 23rd, 1921 more than a year later than was 
originally anticipated. The Bengal Co. is at present in com- 
munication with the Government of India in order to ascer- 
tain, if possible, whether it intends to purchase that under- 
taking in 1923 under the terms of their licence. Similar 
negotiations have also been in progress during the year with 
regard to the future of the Bombay Telephone Co., Ltd.. as 
well as of this company's branches in India. It would now 
appear that the views of the Indian Government incline rather 
towards an extension of the existing licences than to the 
acquisition of the undertakings in 1923. The gross revenue 
of the China & Japan Telephone & Electric Co., Ltd., 
shows a further increase, but the net result is considerably 
less favourable than that of the previous vear—the high rates 
of exchange which continued to prevail having still further 
increased the heavy working expenses and charges in Hong 
Kong, where subscriptions are payable in sterling. That 


company has in consequence been unable to declare a divi- 
dena for the past year. At December 3lst, 1940, there were 
in Hong Kong and Kowloon 6,114 stations in operation, an 
increase of 519 during the year. The liquidation of the Tele- 
phone Co. of Egypt, Ltd., has not yet been completed—the 
delay being due to ditticulties experienced by the liquidator 
in settling the long outstanding question of income tax with 
the Inland Revenue authorities. 


The gross earnings for the year ended 
United River December, 1920, were £1,090,373, and the 
Plate Telephone gross maintenance and other charges in 
Co., Ltd. Argentina and London were £555,006, leav- 
ing £240,767 protit. Atter deducting in- 
terest on debenture stock, preference dividend tor the year, and 
the interim dividend on the ordinary shares (£72,100) £168,667 
remains, plus £35,700 brought forward, making the available 
balance 204.367. A final dividend of à per cent. on the 
ordinary shares, makes the total distribution for the year 8 
per cent., free of income tax. £50,000 is put to reserve, 
435.000 to exchange suspense account, and 438,367 is to be 
carried forward. ‘the company's business continues to pro- 
gress satisfactorily, the applications for telephone service 
exceeding by many thousands the capacity of the present 
switchboard plant. A certain amount of new equipment has 
been shipped since the accounts were closed, which will 
assist in overtaking arrears, and much more will be dis- 
patched during the next few months, including the automatic 
plant for the City of Buenos Aires. To provide further capital 
the directors have decided to issue to the ordinary shareholders 
108,000 new ordinary shares of £5 each at par, in the pro- 
portion of one new share for every three ordinary shares held, 
und allotment letters will be sent out after the meeting. 


ee eee — 


Stock Exchange Notices.—The Committee has specially 
allowed dealings in the following under Temporary Regula- 
tion 4 (3) :— 

Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation.—450,000 ordinary 
shares of £1 each, fully paid, Nos. 1 to 550,000; 605,000 5 per 
cent. cumulative preference shares of £1 each, fully paid, Nos. 
1,645,001 to 2,250,000. 

Stewarts & Lloyds.—100 deferred shares of £l each, fully 
paid, Nos. 2,629,931 to 2,630,030. 

17 undermentioned have been ordered to be officially 
quoted :— 

Calcutta Electric Supply Co.—550.000 ordinary shares of 
£l each, fully paid (Nos. 1 to 550,000); and 605,000 5 per 
cent. cumulative preference shares of £l each, fully paid, 
(Nos. 1,645,001 to 9,250,000). 

Siemens Bros. & Co.—500,000 shares of £l each, fully paid, 
(Nos. 1,000,001 to 1,500,000). 

Stewarts & Lloyds.—100 deferred shares of £1 each, fully 
paid (Nos. 2,629,931 to 2,630,030). 


Pros pectuses.— The General Electric Co., Ltd.—The issue of 
43.500.000 7 per cent. mortgage debenture stock at 924 is for 
providing funds for the completion of the programme as out- 
lined to the shareholders at the last annual general meeting. 
and for the repayment of advances from the company’s bankers 
made in connection therewith. Figures given in the pros- 
pectus show that on the basis of the profits for the year ended 
March, 1920, the issue is covered more than 24 times by the 
assets. The accounts for the year ended March, 1921, have 
not yet been finally made up and audited, but the directors 
are satisfied that the profits exceeded those for the preceding 
year. The list of subscriptions was to close on or before 
Wednesday last. 

The Tottenham District Light, Heat ck Power Co. A new 
issue of £91,650 73 per cent. registered redeemable mortgages 
18 being made at par. The list will close on June 17th. 


Guildford Electricity Supply Co., Ltd.—The total revenue 
for 1920 was £22,537, as compared with £16,783 for 1919, an 
increase in revenue of £5,755. There is a balance on the 
revenne account of £5,874, as compared with 42,105 (after 
crediting depreciation fund account with 42.000) on the re- 
venue account for 1919. After making due provision for de- 
benture interest, and interest on temporary loans, the net 
revenue account shows a balance of £1.053, and the directors 
recommend that this he carried forward to the credit of the 
net revenue account for the present year. The number of 
connections increased from 1.528 to 1.695. The total costs 
were £16,663, against £12,677 for 1919. The gross profits 
were £5,874, against £4,105 for 1919. The directors entered 
into an agreement on December 6th, 1920, with the Corpora- 
tion of Guildford for the sale of the undertaking to the Cor- 
poration, but the date of taking over by the Corporation has 
not yet been fixed. 


Western Telegraph Co., Ltd.—Third quarterly interim 
dividend of 5s. per share, free of income tax, for the year 
ending June 30th, 1921, being at the rate of 10 per cent. per 
annum. 


Coventry Chain Co., Ltd.—Interim dividend of 6 per 
cent. per annum on the ordinary shares for the half-year ended 
February, 1921. 


160 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW, [VoL 88. No. 2,272, JUNE 10; 192). 


Companies strück off the Register.—The following com- 
panies have been struck off the Register, and are accordingly 
dissolved :— | | ; ; 
Bourne End Electric Installation Co., Ltd. 
` Cold Light (Dussaud Processes), Ltd. 

: Loxley & Co., Ltd. 
- Northern Power Syndicate, Ltd. 

Premier Electric & Hardware Co., Ltd. 

Railway & Tramway Advertising Concessions, Ltd. 
- Richardson's Turbine Co., Ltd. 


British Electric Traction Co., Ltd.—Dividend of 4 per 
cent. on the ordinary stock for the vear ended March, 1921. 


0 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


TUESDAY EVENING. 


STOCK EXCHANGE business has fallen into quiet lines. The 
appetite of the investor for good stock has been a little satiated 
by the amount of security poured out during the past few 
weeks. Amongst these new issues, the remarkable feature is 
the surprising absence of rubbish. Nearly all the prospectuses 
that have appeared have offered the investor a chance of 
obtaining reasonable security at a fair price. The wild-cat 
order of promotions is resting, for it is obvious enough that 
there is little demand even tor speculative issues, and rubbish 
ìs, of course, essentially speculative. So liberal is the present 
supply of good stock that, in some cases, the highest -pre- 
miums attained by recent 1ssues have not been held, and with 
every week bringing out tempting invitations for the investor's 
money, the stags have lately been doing well out of making 
applications for scrip which they had neither money nor the 
intention of taking up. However, the stagging business has 
been overdone, and, in one or two instances lately, these eager 
applicants have found themselves obliged to sell at a loss in- 
stead of getting out at tne expected premium. 

Metropolitan Electric 74 per cent. debenture stock, after 
rising to 34 premium, reverted to 3 premium. Central Electric 
Notes, which have been up to 5 premium, are now 34 pre- 
mium. City of London Seconds touched 21s. 9d. before they 
eased off to 21s. 3d. Mond Nickel debentures have been over 
5 premium, and are now about 44 premium. The avid rush 
for underwriting in the General Electric debenture issue has 
been followed by a subscription on the part of the public 
which, when the figures come out, may possibly show that 
underwriters will be called upon to take up a small proportion 
of their obligation. Nevertheless, the cry is Still they 
come,” and substantial fresh offering of capital is known to be 
ready for issue directly there is a fair prospect of its being 
successfully underwritten. Whispers speak of the North 
Metropolitan and the Pernambuco Tramways companies as 
possible applicants for more money in the near future. 

We hope it is not inappropriate to offer congratulations, 
here, upon the baronetcy bestowed upon Sir Pierce Lacy in 
the recent list of Birthday Honours. The new baronet is 
closely connected with several of the more important electrical 
undertakings, more especially in the provinces. He is a 
moving spirit in the B. S. T., Ltd. ,which undertakes extensive 
business in the matter of new issues, and which, for instance, 
was lately responsible for the Metropolitan Electric Supply 
Company's 74 per cent. debenture stock that achieved so swift 
a success in its appeal to the public. 

The prospect of a settlement of the coal strike—one gets 
used to using the same phrase each week—had a stiffening 
effect in the Home Railway market. and Undergrounds have 
carried further their already substantial rise. Prices, more- 
over, are moving pretty quickly, and Underground Electic 
£10 shares dropped to 22, to recover to 22. while the Income 
bonds are 3 higher. London & Suburban A debenture has 
gained an equal amount at 68. North Metropolitan 5 per cent. 
debenture at 673 is 2 points up. 

The Direct United States Cable Co. issues what may be 
regarded as its last report as a going concern, because the 
company now passes by easy stages into the possession of the 
Government, and, although the final winding up will take a 
year or so longer, the future fortunes of the concern will in- 
terest proprietors only in an abstract manner. Dividends at 
the rate of 4 per cent. per annum will be declared until 1923, 
when shareholders, according to the board, may confidently 
look for a return of £6 per share, comparing with the present 
price of 55. 9 

The Oriental Telephone Company did well last ycar, and a 
final dividend of 6 per cent. on the ordinary shares, making 
10 per cent. for the year, is now proposed, plus a bonus of 
2 per cent. free of tax, this being at the same rate as was paid 
a year ago. The United River Plate Telephone is going to 
pay 8 per cent. freo of tax as before, and the directors have 
decided to issue 108,000 new ordinary shares of £5 each at par 
to the shareholders, one new share being given for every three 
ordinary held. As the present shares stand about 6, there is 
a small bonus involved. The cable group is as strong as ever. 
Anglo-Americans hold their gains. Eastern Extensions are 5s. 
higher. Eastern ordinary rose 1, and Indo-Europeans are 
similarly better. Marconi's keep rather to the easier side, 


being offered at 48s. 9d., if not cheaper. There is still no word 
as to when the dividend on Radio preferred shares may be 
declared. 

Mexican Utilities are decidedly good. Mexico Tramways 
Fives have put on 93 points. Mexican Light & Power Fives 
are up 5. Meetings are convened for the end of this month 
to pass the necessary resolutions for enabling the arrears of 
interest, and other matters, to be dealt with. And dollar 
securities are going up sharply on account of the drop in the 
value of the pound sterling as compared with the dollar. 
Canadian General Electric shares have jumped to 1314, the pre- 
ferred to 1124. Electrical Development of Ontario bonds have 
strengthened to 1084, Rio Tramways Fives to 924, Shawinigan 
Power Common to 12443. Holders of such stocks must bless 
this indirect and freakish reflection of the payment of 
reparation-money by the Germans. 

General Electrics are easier at 21s. 3d., and the B preference 
at 17s. 3d.. on the issue of the new debenture stock. Babcock 
& Wilcox at 25/16 have recovered most of the lately-deducted 
dividend. Electric Constructions are better at 178. 6d. The 
only change in the list of electricity supply shares is 4 mse in 
County of London ordinary, lifting the price to 8s. 8d. 

Rubber shares are heavy on a reaction to eightpence per lb. 
in the price of the raw produce. Moreover, the last week's 
statistics have reverted to the excess of landings over deliveries. 
The armament market is quiet and uninteresting, despite the 
prevailing impression that the miners will hasten their efforts 
for a settlement before the Government's ten million pounds’ 
offer is withdrawn. 


SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. 


Home Exvectauicrry COMPANIES. 
Dividend Price 


8 e 7, ielā. 
1919. 1990. 1921. Riseor fall. o. 
Brompton Ordina oe ee ee 19 13 6 — 0 9 
Ohsring Cross Ord : "EL 8 & — 10 6 8 
do. do. do. 43 Pref.. e 4$ 43 8 — 7 10 6 
Chelsea.. ee ee * ee oe 4 8 — 9 4 8 
eu of London a vx .. 18 44 1 — 1116 0 
o. do. 6 percent. Pref... 38 6 177 — 7112 
County of London ws , 8B 8 88 +2 917 0 
do. do. 6 per cent. Pref... 6 6 tà 778 
Kensington Ordinary x * | 9 4$ — 10 18 3 
London Electric  .. va œ. A & 1 — 910 0 
do. do. 6 per cent. Pref... 6 6 — 10 18 3 
E de . ee t Pref ee m ü = E 15 0 
o. per cent. © æ 4 — 2 
Bt. James' aud Pall Mall .. . 19 12 4 — 10 0 0 
South London ; " wie 6 7 — 9 310 
South Metropolitan Pref... «„ | 7 15/9 — 8 17 10 
Westminster Ordinary .. . 10 10 bb — 915 3 
 TELEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES. 
1918 1919 
Anglo-Am. Tel. Pref. eo 70 6 6 8] — 778 
do. el... ee ee 88/6 "a 17 — 8 u 6 
Chile Telephone ee ee ee 8 —' B 6 8 
Cuba Sub. Ord. ee eo oe q q l 7 — 9 8 8 
Eastern Extension .. ee - 10 10 165 + } a 8 2 
Eastern Tel. Ord. .. 3 .. B 10 107% +1 519 6 
Globe Tel. and T. Ord. .. 8 8 10 16 — 504 
do. do. Pret. oe ee 6 8 : — 6 9 9 
Great Northern Tel. oe o 2 239 96 — à 8 9 2 
Indo- European oe we .. 18 10 85 +1 9 210 
Marconi s. 7575 ee d 96 2 — à — 
Oriental Telephone Ord. .. . 10 12 — 5 18 0 
United R. Plate Tel. 0 eo 8 8 — 6 10 8 
West India and Panama .. . A8 Nil — Nil. 
Western Telegray p. B 10 16 = 8 18 6 
Home Rara. 
! 19019 1990 
Centra! London Ord. Assented .. 4 4 ast — 8 15 19 
Metropolitan .. is ‘a Vs J H — 619 8 
0 District ee ee l N N 19 — Ni 
Underground Electric Ordinary .. Nil Nil 23° -+ NO 
. do. do. MAT C vo i Nil 77 4 6d. Nil 
do. do. Income .. 4 3 v +8 210 4 
Forgron Trams, 40. 
; 1918 1919 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref. .. Nil +A 8 86 
do. do, Ind Pref. .. Ni N B +3 816 0 
do. do. 596 Deb. M" 5 8 xd +1 715 0 
Brazil Tractions  .. 85 . Nil Nil 86 — Nil 
British Columbia Elec. Rly. Pice. 5 6 56 . 41 8 18 6 
do. do. Preferred à 5 — 8 15 0 
do. do. Deferred N 8 61 — *M 19 6 
do. do. Deb. ee a 41 — 7 2 10 
Mexico Trams 5 per cent. Bonds. Nil Nil 61 49) Nil 
do. 6 per cent. Bonds. Nil Nil 2 — Nil 
Mexican Light Common .. Nil! Nil 11 — Nil 
do. Pref. x . Nil Nil 41 Nil 
do. lst Bonds. .. Ni Ni 15 +5 Nil 
MANUFACTURING COMPANIES. 
Babcock & Wilcox .. o eo 16 15 217 — i 6 18 6 
British Aluminium Ord. .. .. 10 10 16/8 — 19 6 3 
British Insulated Ord.  .. .. 123 16 1 — 919 0 
mE. o, MS ee we 65 r^ iis — 10 0 0 
[T] @ os ee ee — 7 8 7 
Orompton Ord. - 8 .. 10 10 16/8 — 12 6 
Edison- Swan a s . 10 10 11/8 — — 
do. do. 6 percent, Deb. .. 5 70 — 7 910 
Electric Construction. .. .. 10 10 17/6 +18 11 8 6 
English Elecirio .. ee — 19J. — 18 6 8 
Do. Pref, " — 6 . 146 — 8 6 6 
Gen. Eleo. Pref... x "M 64 61 17/6 — 78 7 
do. Ord. oe +o ee 10 10 1 — 9d. ^9 8 3 
0.6% mer s šo s r^ r^ " — 10 8 8 
0. E " ee: ee - ee j ] — 6 18 6 
India-Rubbe ee ee ee 10 10 M — — 
Met.-Vickers Pret. ee oe oe — B 1 à P — 8 18 10 
Biemens Ord. ee ^ es ee 1 10 78 — *8 19 0 
20 20 20} — *$ 17 9 


Telegraph Qon, ee ee es 
i Dividends paid free of Income Tax, 
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THE UNITED ALKALI CO. s POWER STATION. 


A New Mersey-side Station at Widnes. 


(Concluded from page 707.) 


It should be mentioned that the station is uncommonly obviate the necessity to use artificial light during the day- 
well lighted : even in the boiler house, basements, and such- time. Another feature is its freedom from obstruction, 
like places there is sufficient natural lighting almost to ^ ample room having been allowed everywhere. 
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Returning now to the electrical equipment of the station, 
the high-pressure switchgear was supplied by the Metro- 
politan- Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd., and is of the cellular 
type with duplicate bus-bars for controlling the main 
generators and feeders. The 1,000-A 
oil switches are of the remote-control elec- 
trically-operated solenoid type, and have 
a short-circuit rupturing capacity rated 
at 240,000 kVA. An interesting feature 
of the h.p. switch chamber is the colour 
scheme devised by Mr. C. P. Sparks. 
Diagrams are painted on the ends of 
the cubicles in colours, so as to repre- 
sent their interior details, and the cubicles 
themselves are painted in different colours, 
80 that anyone working on the gear may 
easily differentiate between them. 

The generators are fitted with overload 
relays and Merz-Price balanced protective 
gear, while the feeders are provided with 
split-conductor protection and overload 
relays. The control room is situated in 
front of the h.p. switch chamber, facing 
and on the same floor level as the turbine 
room. It contains a very handsome black 
slate control board with panels of the desk 
type, as shown in fig. 14; nothing on 
this board operates at a pressure in excess 
of 100 V. Inthe cable basement is in- 
stalled an earth resistance which is capable 
of carrying the full load of one machine 
for 10 seconds. Two six-core, 0:25 eq. in. 
per phase, split-conductor, lead-covered 


FIG. 13. —Two BELLIss-B.T.H. STEAM-ELECTRIC 
GENERATING SETS. 


cables are laid in parallel for a distance of 2 miles to the 
Sullivan Works sub-station. 

With the exception of the boiler feed-water pumps, all 
the auxiliary plant in the station is electrically operated at a 
pressure of 440 volte, for which purpose two 50-cycle three- 
phase switchboards, with the bus-bars between them, are 
provided, which are supplied by two 1,000-kVA and one 
250-kVA transformers housed in separate chambers. In 
addition, two 25-kVA three-phase transformers reduce 
the pressure from 440 to 100 volts for the station lighting, 
and two small motor-generators are installed for the purpose 
of charging a 150-Ah 100-V battery for operating the 
switchgear and for emergency lighting. The whole of the 
plant and switchboards for the ausiliary and lighting 
supplies are installed in and controlled from the basement. 

As before mentioned, the generated energy is transmitted 
by underground cables to the Sullivan Sub-station —where 
it is converted to d.c. and used for electrochemical 
purposes ; fig. 11 shows the lay-out of the sub-station. The 
three-phase 50-cycle supply is stepped down by means of a 
bank of Ferranti transformers, each of which has an output 
of 1,125 kVA, from 6,000 to 170 volts, at which pressure it 
is fed to five sets of self-synchronising B.T.H. rotary con- 
verters, fig. 12, each of which is rated at 1,000 kW at 
230 volts, but by means of induction regulation the d.c. 
pressure may be varied from 190 up to 240 volts. Two 


sets of voltmeter paralleling equipment are provided, and 


the a.c. switchboards are mounted on a gallery above the 
e. h. p. switchgear chamber. The b.p. board, which controls 
the incoming feeders and the supply to tbe transformers, is 
of the remote-control type, fig. 15, the switches being 


FIG. 14.—GENERATING STATION CONTROL BOARD. 


operated by means of solenoids. The J. p. board, which is 
supplied from two 350-kVA auxiliary transformers, is 
of the ordinary type, with duplicate bus-bara to facilitate 
cleaniog and repairs, and it controls the power and lighting 
supplies throughout the plant. 

Each rotary converter has its own starting panel mounted 
between the transformers and the slip ring end of the 
machine, and also a d.c. panel placed against the opposite 
wall. The latter panels are of a particularly heavy con- 
struction in view of the large currents to be dealt with. 

The sub-station also contains two 500-kW 230-volt 
Bellies- B. T.H. steam-electric generating sets, fig. 18, running 


at 300 r.p.m., and at a steam pressure of 200 lb. per sq. in. 


Fic. 15. —8UB-6TATION H.P. SWITCHBOARD. 


superheated 100^ F., the steam supply being furnished b: 
four 16,000-lb. boilers. Both sets are provided wit! 
separate d.c. control panels, and run in parallel with the 


. —... — ' — —— ͤ—( —̃—— — —— — — —ö n — ——— — — — —— 


Vol. 88. No. 2,272, JUNE 10, 1921. ] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


768 


rotary converters, the exhaust steam being utilised for 
chemical processer, . 

As in the case of the main generating station the 
auxiliary power used in the sub-station is at a pressure cf 
440 volte, which is stepped down from 6,000 volts by two 
Metropolitan-Vickers three-phase transformers, and a 
60-kVA transformer is also provided for reducing the 
pressure for lighting from 410 to 110 volte. A 6-kW 
B.T.H. motor-generator charges the 110-volt D.P. battery 
which furnishes the energy to operate the switchgear, &c. 

In conclusion, it may be mentioned that Messre. Drake 


and Gorham, Ltd., were the main contractors for the plant 


and machinery, while the building work was cairied out by 
Messr:. Wilson Lovatt & Sons, the reinforced concrete by 
the Indented Bar Co., and the piling was undertaken by 
Messrs. Stewarts. 

Mersra, C. P. Sparks & Partners acted as consulti: g 
engineers ; Major 1. R. Wilton was the consultant for the 
river work, and the whole was carried out under the supt r- 
vision of Mr. Holbrook Gaskell, M.I.E.E., then chief 
engineer to the United Alkali Co., Ltd., to whom and to 
Mr. E. M. Hollingsworth, M. I. E. E., electrical engineer to 
the company, our thanks are due for their assistance in the 
preparation of this article. 


ELECTRO-SALVAGE. 


One of the most expensive items connected with the upkeep 
of machinery of any kind is the replacement or repair of 
worn parts. Many expedients for making good the ravages 
of time and friction are resorted to; some of these are attended 
by success, but most of them are, after all, merely make- 
shifts for putting off the evil day of replacement. Plain metal 
bearings may, of course, be replaced at a fairly small cost, 
but worn shafts present a different sort of problem. They 
may be turned down to a smaller size—but this is al“ "ng 
a main feature of the design of the machine. It is pos gle 
to shrink a collar on to the shaft to make it up to size, bùt 


Fic. 1.—Repair or SCORED CYLINDERS. 


Fic. 9.—A BUILT-UP CRANKSHAFT. 


this method is attended by possibilities of slipping or shearing. 
Worn or scored cylinders may be rebored and fitted with 
new pistons, but this, in addition to weakening an engine, 


entails rather large expenditure. 


With these and similar facts in mind, it is worth while to 
Ero], te possibilities of electro-deposition as a means of 
building up worn parts of machines. In this connection 


we recently paid a visit to the works of the Fletcher Electro» 
Salvage Co., Ltd., to see some of the work that may be 
executed by the deposition of nickel upon machine parts and 
tools. The process itself is simple—it is the way in which 
it is employed which makes it successful. ‘Lhe general 
method ot procedure is as follows: The subject to be treated 
1s first cleansed in an alkaline bath in which all grease and 
dirt are removed. ‘lhe whole of the article is then dipped 
in a mixture of parattin wax and resin which gives it a 
thick coating all over. Ihe parts which it is desired to build 
up are then exposed by having the wax stripped off and 
the piece is Immersed ior a tew seconds in an acid bath 
prepared according to a secret formula of the firm's. In this 
vat all oxides are removed, and the bared surface is prepared 
for deposition. Then the article is suspended in the depositing 
vat, which is filled with a sqution of nickel in ammonium 


sulphate, and the coating is applied at un average rate of 


0005 in. per hour. 

We may now say something of the various classes of work 
treated in this way. One of the first things we were shown 
was a pair of twin cylinders badly scored by a projecting 
gudgeon pin. ‘These had been successfully dealt with and 
brought to a smooth finish (fig. 1). Ihe saving of expenditure 
represented here was an eloquent tribute to the value of the 
process. Some wire wheel hubs—rather costly pieces of work 
—were then inspected. In these the male thread at the 
extremity und the female thread of the cap were badly worn, 
so much so that only two or three threads were in engage- 
ment. These threads were built up again to their original 
size at a mere fraction of the cost of replacement—the only 
alternative. Some shafts which had been ground to 
about .UU7 in. under the correct size were seen. These had 
been coated and finished off at a very economical price. The 
two slide rest screws of a large lathe in use at the works 
had been built up by the process in a very satisfactory manner, 


and numerous other samples of the work were inspected. 


An interesting point which may be emphasised, is that 
armature shafts have been brought up to their original size 
by this means without removal of the windings. In fact, it 
would seem that there is no branch of engineering in which 
the process may not be successfully and economically em- 
ployed. Any doubts as to the durability, strength, and tena- 
city of the deposited nickel are fully dealt with in a report 
of tests carried out at the National Physical Laboratory. For 
the purpose of the tests a nickel coating approximately 5/64 
in. in thickness was applied to a piece of steel 1 in. in 
diameter. A thread of 40 to the inch was then cut in the 
nickel. A hardened steel holder was screwed over the thread 
and the other end of the coated steel was screwed z in. 
Whitworth and inserted in another holder. The assembly was 
then subjected to a gradually increasing tension, and no 
signs of breaking down were apparent under a load of ten 
tons. The nickel coating was then cut away to within 
215 in. of the end, and the same test was again applied. 
Under these conditions the coating was pulled off by a tensile 
load of 11.95 tons, and then part of the steel upon which it 
was deposited also broke away. This represents a breaking 
load of 17.6 tons per sq. in. of adhesion surface. At the same 
time Brinell hardness tests were carried out on a nickel coat- 
ing .04 in. thick deposited upon samples of steel measuring 
2 in. by 2 in. by 4 in. Three ball impressions were made, 
using a ball of 5 mm. diameter and a load of 750 kg. The 
diameters of the impressions were obtained in two directions 
at right angles by a measuring microscope, and the hardness 
numbers calculated by dividing the load in kg. by the spherical 
area of the impressions in sq. mm. In three tests these 
numbers were 377, 366, and 349 respectively. The hardness 
number of the steel on which the nickel was deposited was 
298, and the corresponding number for a mild steel of 32 tons 
per sq. in. ultimate stress 18 approximately 150. 

It is evident from these tests that the nickel deposit becomes 
to all ordinary intents and purposes an actual part of the 
metal to which it is applied. The process is necessarily a con- 
tinuous one, and when the plant is shut down at night 
current is supplied to the vats by a battery of accumulators. 
The thickness of the deposit can be regulated within very 
fine limits as the outcome of a long period of careful experi- 
ment. 

Fig. 2 shows a crankshaft in which the worn parts have 
been brought up to size by this process. 


The “ Exide” Battery Service System.—The increasing 
use of electric vehicles, as well as the popularity of accumulator 
batteries for automobile starting and lighting, hes mede it impera- 
tive that special arrangements should be made in all parta of the 
country to provide for the revair and replacement Of batteries. A 
booklet recently issued by the CHLORIDE ELECTRICAL STORAGE 
Co , LTD., shows how advanced these arrangements are. In practi- 
cally every town of importance ‘ Exide battery service stations 
now exist, and the booklet gives a list of these. These stations are 
not merely collecting centres, forwarding batteries to the company 
for repairs; all repairs are executed in them, and fully-charged 
replacement accumulators are always available. The list also gives 
the names and addresses of colonial and foreign agents, 
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NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS AND PLANT. 


Readers are invited to submit particulars of new or improved devices and apparatus, which will be published 
e: if considered of sufficient interest, 


An Ediswan Feeder Pillar. 


Fig. 1 illustrates a 1,000-ampere feeder pillar which has 
recently been manufactured by THE EDISON SWAN ELECTRIC 
Co.. LTD., at the Ponders End works for a large power con- 
sumer. 

The supply is on the 3-wire system, the power being taken 
from the outers, and there is a circuit for a small amount of 
lighting between the outers and the neutral bus bars and 
links seen below the fuses. The fuses on the left are rated 
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Fie. 1.—A 1,000-A FEEDER PILLAR. 


at 1,000 amperes, and the other two pairs at 500 amperes each. 
The illustration shows the front of the pillar, but there are 
doors at the back opening in a similar manner. 

The Edison Swan Electric Co., Ltd., is also supplying the 
.5, .5, .1 sq. in. lead-covered and armoured cable and the 
junction boxes which will.connect the pillar to the consumer's 
switchboard. 

| The Willys Lighting and Power Plant. 

Starting five years ago, the Willys light and power plant 
has become established in the American market, and is now 
being offered in this country on a co-operative sales plan by 
Messrs. WILLYS OVERLAND CnossLEY, LTD., of Heaton Chapel, 
Stockport. | 

The first impression one gets of the plant, which we recently 
had an opportunity of inspecting, is its compactness and 
extreme simplicity. Upon examination it is found to be a 
most complete outfit, and is absolutely self-contained. The 
engine is an air-cooled, 3-h.p., Knight sleeve-valve one, and 
cooling 1s very efficient, 36 hours constant running finds it 
absolutely cool. 
a large tank. A Venturi draught tube is used to cause the fly- 
wheel to create a partial vacuum within the tube and around 
the cylinder, so that fresh air rushes in and reaches all parts 
of the cylinder and also the generator. ‘The Knight sleeves 
do away with all noisy valves, valve springs. tappets, and 
intricate small. parts. This enyine is very quiet, free from 
vibration, and it. does not require frequent. adjustment. - Car- 
bon, so detrimental to other engines, is claimed to improve 
the Knight engine by building up the sleeves and sealing 
the compression more tightly. The engine speed is 1,350 
r.p.m.; it is high enough to give a steady light when driving 
direct from the generator, and yet assure long life, quietness, 
and economy. There is no carburetter, that device being 
replaced -by a simple valve. The fuel tank is in the base and 
holds two gallons, or sufficient to operate the engine for nearly 
eight hours. The oil is also contained in part of the base. 
The engine will burn either petrol, benzol, or paraffin. 

The engine is direct coupled to an Auto-Lite 14-kW genera- 
tor, the armature of which is keyed to the crankshaft, as 
is the flywheel; they revolve as one piece. The generator is 


There is no water to freeze, heat, or require 


shunt wound, has four poles and two positive and two nega- 
tive brushes. Its capacity is 1,250 watts—that is, 334 amperes 
at 374 volts. The fifth ignition. brush also collects 54-volt 
energy for ignition purposes. Every generator and armature 
is tested to 1,000 volts, and the generator is cooled by forced 


air. 

The battery is big enough to absorb the full charge rate 
of the generator. It can be fully charged from dead in five 
hours, and the plates are claimed to provide from 40 to 5) 
per cent. greater capacity than any other lighting plant of 
similar size. The Ah capacity is 225, and the battery con. 
sists of 16 cells of the sealed-glass type big enough to run 
a j-h.p. motor without the aid of the generator. 

The control system is very simple and ingenious; it elimi- 
nates the usual switchboard with its fuses, terminals, and 
complicated wiring; it makes the plant self cranking and 
self stopping; it is entirely enclosed in a metal housing, in- 
cludes a master switch, an overload circuit breaker, battery 
gauge, charge and discharge indication, and is built in part 
of the plant and subject to no vibration. 

The engine develops full 3 h.p., and the generator alone 
will supply electricity for 63 lights without using the battery: 
the starting and stopping operations are extremely simpé, 
and can be mastered by the uninitiated in a few minutes. 


A New Electric Fire Bar. 


A new type of fire bar made by AUTOMATIC & ELectric 
Furnaces, LTD., 281-283, Gray's Inn Road, W.C. 1. consists 
of a hollow heating element about one inch in. diameter. 
15 an open front with irregular criss-cross pieces (se 

g. 9). d 

A very closely wound helix of special wire placed inside the 


Fic. 2.—THe “ Furnace " Fire Bar. 


element provides the heating unit, and when placed in circuit 
the whole mass glows at a consumption of 500 watts—which 
is similar to the power consumption of all standard electric 
fire bars. 

The small irregular criss-cross pieces forming the front of 
the element effectively break up the straight lines obviating 
the severity and monotony of the usual plain white fire bar. 
The large area of solid red heat’’ as it appears in use pro 
duces a pleasing impression of warmth. 22 

It is stated that these fire bars have been designed as the 
result of experience obtained in the construction of electric 
furnaces, consequently the temperature of the heating coil 
in these bars is very high, a result obtained without in any 
way impairing the life of the winding. They are known as 
" Furnace bars. l 


“ Philips " Night-lamps. 


From time to time we have referred to the progress of the 
neon limp, and we are now able to report its introduction to 
the market in this country by the SLOAN ELECTRICAL Co., LIP. 
of 12, Golden Lane, E.C. It takes the form of a 4-c.p. night 
light, but is ideally adapted for use in any position where 4 
very small amount of light is: suftitieut, as in corridors, cup 
boards, &c. This lamp possesses: no filament; it is im effect 
similar to the Moore light or the mercury vapour lamp, in tha! 
the light proceeds from an electrical discharge in a gas he 
tween electrodes, the latter consisting in. this case of wir 
helices and the gas being neon. The light emitted is of « 
beautiful orange colour, and as it proceeds from the gas the 
intrinsic brilliancy is very low—hence a soft, rich, effect“ 
produced. The life of the lamp, we are informed, is mir: 
thousand hours; apart from accidental fracture of the bulb, t 
only source of deterioration is the gradual blackening of th 
bulb. Thus a.lamp used for eight hours a day requires renews 
once a year. ,The consumption is only 5 watts. The lamp 5 
made for 110 V and upwards a.c., and 150 V upwards de 
For nurseries and hospitals it is an ideal night-light, and f 
hotels, theatres, &c., it is suitable for a variety situations 
such as lighting exits and fire alarms. Another useful app: 
cation is to pilot lighting on switchboards, &c. 
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JOINT ELECTRICITY AUTHORITIES. 


The West Niding Inquiry. 


THE CONFERENCE CASE. 
(Continued from page 731.) 


On the resumption on Monday, Alderman Wilfred Turner, 
chairman of the Bradford Electricity Committee, Chairman 
of the Conference scheme, and director of textile factories 
using electric power very extensively, was the first witness for 
the Conference scheme, and, in answer to Mr. T. R. D. 
Wright, explained how Bradford came to be a leading factor 
in this scheme. Prior to the issue of the Commissioners’ 
notice as to the establishment of the Aire and Calder district 
Bradford had realised that, owing to physical limitations, the 
Bradford generating works were approaching the time when 
extension to meet the growing demand would be impossible, 
and an agreement was come to with the Yorkshire Electric 
Power Co. and the Electrical Distribution of Yorkshire, Ltd., 
as to the construction of a generating station on the Bradford 
Corporation's estate at Esholt, and a joint scheme of supply. 
Upon the advent of the Act of 1919 and the notice of the Aire 
and Calder district, Bradford took its place in the general Con- 
ference scheme, and the local proposal was suspended. 

Questioned as to the principle of representation on the Joint 
Authority, Mr. Turner said Bradford was fully in agreement 
with the principle of public control, and expressed the view 
that the vesting of authority in public control was one of the 
most essential parts of the scheme. | 

Asked as to his views with regard to an authority comprising 
partly public representatives and partly company representa- 
tives, witness thought difficulties would arise in such a hybrid 
authority and handicap working. lt was very desirable that 
the authority should consist solely of the one type of repre- 
sentatives. 

In cross-examination by Mr. Wool, witness agreed that, 
apart from urban district authorities, only nine out of sixteen 
borough authorities in the area had passed definite resolutions 
in favour of the Conference scheme. He did not agree that 
the essential financial aspects of the scheme were ultra vires, 
though he admitted there was a good deal that was ultra vires 
in both the Conference and Leeds schemes. He denied that 
the Conference scheme hung chiefly on the element of com- 


pulsion in the acquisition of existing undertakings, and dis- 


puted Mr. Wooll’s suggestion that the scheme involved a 
change of the system of control representation. | 

Sir Harry HAwARD: Is it quite clear, Mr. Wooll, that the 
Conference scheme involves compulsion?—Mr. Woorr: I am 
certain it does from the point of view of legal construction, 
as the clauses stand. 

Mr. Minter: I hope I made it quite clear in my opening 
statement that although the form of some of these clauses as 
they stand describe vesting. the Conference's intention is to 
obtain the agreement of the company, and there was no 
suggestion of compulsion. | 

n further answer to Mr. WooLL, who questioned whether 


thé scheme satisfied the requirements of Section 6 of the 


Act of 1919 in giving representation to all authorised under- 
takings in the district, witness held that the proposed repre- 
sentation, after agreement with the company. essentially met 
that requirement. The Conference preferred representation 
based on population rather than on output, because that was 
lesa likely to fluctuate greatly, and because it was felt to be 
more fair all round. He did not deny that the scheme proposed 
three times the representatives ‘for three boroughs of that 
for Leeds, though the electrical output of those boroughs was 
only one-sixth of that of Leeds. With regard to any possible 
deficiency, the scheme depended upon a basis of electrical 
consumption, because obviously it would not be fair to come 
down on districts other than those which had the commodity 
at the lowest cost. Mr. Turner admitted that the only fatal 
objection to the Conference was the possibility of failing to 
reach ultimate agreement for the acquisition of the Yorkshire 
Power Co.'s undertaking. The Conference had not applied 
itself .to the question whether the.scheme would be carried 
on with or without Leeds. ö | 

Sir JOHN SNELL pointed out that if the Commissioners ac- 
cepted the Conference scheme they would have to be satisfied 
as to agreement between the parties concerned or would have 
to insert some such words themselves. 

. Mr. J. A. GREENE (for the West Riding District Councils’ 
Association, including councils which were not in the Con- 
ference) said the Conference scheme seemed to involve the 
question of rating imposed on districts not on the Joint Board. 
This was an important matter in case of any deficiency. 
- On the question whether the Conference would be content 
with a majority: of representation, Mr. Turner said that a 
special meeting of representatives of the Conference had been 
‘held since this question was raised on Saturday, and had 
decided that under no circumstances could any departure be 
made from the attitude of representation in respect of any 
company nossessing rights in perpetuity. but that, under cer- 
tain conditions, rather than sacrifice the scheme, the Con- 
ference would be prepared to consider the desirability—if so 
directed by the Commissioners—of temporary representation 
of a y with authority in any area where the distribu- 
tion had been handed over to the company for a fixed period 


- 


of years. If Leeds declined to come in he believed the Con- 
ference would be prepared to carry on without it. It did not 
regard the inclusion of Leeds as so essential as the acquisition 
of the Power Co.'s undertaking. It could not accept the Leeds 
plan of a Joint Authority owning and controlling only new 
stations. 

Mr. WooLL intimated that these aspects of the scheme must 
be radically modified before Leeds could come to any possi- 
bility of agreement. 

Examined by Me. Hunter Gray (for the Yorkshire Electric 
Power Co.), Mr. Turner admitted that without the part of 
the scheme described as ultra vires the scheme as a whole 
would be useless. If the Joint Authority were not formed 
he took it that Bradford would be committed to its Esholt 
station scheme of 1918, jointly with the Power Co. 

Mr. J. A. GREENE questioned the witness closely as to the 
clauses in the scheme dealing with the pledging of rates of 
local authorities to meet any deficiency which might arise. 
Mr. Turner held that districts in which supply would be costly 
to the Joint Authority, such as Holmfirth, could not expect that 
areas which had been able to generate their own energy 
cheaply should be mulcted in a share of that increased cost. 
Deficiency arising out of comparative inefficiency of the Joint 
Authority was not contemplated, because the co-ordination 
would of necessity effect economies. In answer to a question 
as to whether it was proposed that whenever any consumer 
took a supply from the Joint Authority the local authority 
of that area thereupon came under the rating obligation, the 
witness said the idea was that there should be safeguards 
against deficiency in proportion to the consumption of that 
area, and that the rating authority would have powers to 
recover the proportion of deficiency from the actual parties 
who were consumers. Subsequently Mr. Turner admitted 
that he could not point to anything in the Act which justified 
the Conference in presuming that rating powers could be 
gained, but said the Conference had not confined itself entirely 
to the Act, and had tried to produce a workable and business- 
like scheme for providing a cheap and abundant supply. He 
hardly thought the scheme would be proceeded with, without 
the compulsory rating powers. ` 

Asked by Mr. TYLER (for the railway companies) what repre- 
sentation was provided on the b@ard for such large consumers 
and bodies of such technical expertness as railway companies, 
Mr. Turner said they would have the representation of all 
their ratepayers and consumers—through the public representa- 
tives. Though direct railway representatives might be advis- 
able on the linking-up scheme, he saw no reason why they 
should have a special place on the Joint Authority under his 
scheme. 

In answer to questions by Mr. WooDHOUSE as to distribution 
—especially affecting the Electrical Distribution of Yorkshire, 
Ltd.—Mr. Turner said no plans had been made for acquiring 
that company, and no competition in distribution was con- 
templated by the scheme on the part of the Joint Electricity 
Authority. He agreed that. to some extent, the position of 
the Distribution Co. had been overlooked. : 

Mr. WooDHOUSE pointed out, also, that although the Con- 
ference agreed that there should not be two distributors in 
one area, the scheme proposed to take over the Power Co.— 
which included some distribution services—and also allow the 
Distribution Co. to continue its services. Witness replied that 
where the Joint Authority took over the Power Co.'s under- 


. taking any distribution service involved would be taken over 


also. He expressed some surprise on learning that the Power 
Co. and the Distribution Co. were supplying different classes 
of consumers side by side in the same areas. If that meant 
that two sets of mains had to be installed, it would seem to 
be undesirable expense. 

Mr. Tuomas Roes, electrical engineer to the Bradford Cor- 
poration, past-president and member of the Council of the 
Incorporated Municipal Electrical Association, gave technical 
evidence on behalf of the Conference scheme, and outlined 
the history of the activities of the Technical Advisory Com- 
mittee to the Conference. He said one of the reasons which 
prompted the framing of the Conference scheme was the 
existing system of supply, chieflv in the Power Co.'s service, 
from & considerable distance, whereas there were generating 
stations of local authorities much nearer. By unified control 
that kind of waste could be avoided, as well as such needless 
duplication of cables, as occurred between Halifax and Sowerby 


. Bridge. and possibly in other areas, owing to the supply by 


different authorities. As to the authority in control. from 
the engineering point of view it did not much matter whether 
the authority were a public body or a company, so long as 
there were one central control; but as managers of electrical 
undertakings the Technical Committee came to the conclusion 
that, in view of the holdings of the prospective authority, and 
the opportunities for greater co-ordination, it was advisable 
that the authority should be one of elected public representa- 
tives. The advent of the Act of 1919 was considered by the 
engineers to make it impossible to work a Joint Authority 
successfully whilst the Yorkshire Power Co. continued in being. 
As to the idea of the company being part of the authority. 
it was felt that to get money cheavly it was necessary to have 
the rates behind the scheme, and that it would not be fair 
to put the public rates as a backing to a private company. 
The company’s plant used as s nucleus would effect an 
economy, whereas if the company remained as a separate 
concern it might well obtain unfair priority over any other 
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undertakers. All the generating authorities except Leeds had 
agreed to vest their undertakings in the Joint Authority under 
the scheme, at a figure of 52.7 per cent. of their total capital 
expenditure. lle was very sure the authorities would not be 
prepared to sell their plant to the Power Co. on tbose terms. 
ahey would want the capital value of to-day. In going 
through the technical details, Mr. Roles said 33,000 volts 
pressure was decided upon, because that was the limit at 
Which the cable makers would give a full guarantee, and 
because, on the average lengths of eight to twelve miles 
between centres, this was regarded as more economical than 
higher pressure. In view of the importance of the maim trans- 
misson, it was proposed that all except some little amount 
of cross-country secondary service should be underground. 
On the question of sites, Ksholt was inferior to lerrybridge 
or Wakeneld, because extra. expense would be involved in 
cooling provision, though it had advantages in. the matter of 
coal supply. ‘The conclusion of the Engineers’ Committee was 
that Wakefield and Esholt stations should be proceeded with 
forthwith. Ihe Leeds site was felt by the engineers to be 
quite Insufficient from the point of view either of space or of 
water cooung facilities. The Bradford sewage works at Esholt 
could utilise for the next 75 years all the ash likely to be 
produced by the generating station. In view of the urgent 
electrical needs of the West Riding the Engineers’ Conmnittee 
suggested that the Ministry of Transport should commence 
construction immediately, but that the matter should be taken 
over unmmediately the Joint Authority was formed. 

‘The Inquiry was then adjourned. 

On Tuesday morning Mr. Thomas Roles was further ques- 
tioned by Mr. Woo. as to the basis of representation on the 
proposed Joint Authority, aud held to the view that af the 
authority were to be an owning and operating authority the 
representation should be limited, as an ideal, to duly elected 
public representatives of the bodies supporting the scheme. 
Financially, at the same time, he did not deny the fairness, 
in a larger body which would form practically a consumers’ 
council, and be a nun-operating body, of some form of repre- 
sentation of large consumers, such as distributive companies. 
Mr. Roles did not accept a suggestion by counsel that the 
Conference scheme was purely an orgy of optimism. Ile did 
not agree that the estunate of output of the Conference scheme, 
which was roughly 250 million units sent out for 1026—meun- 
ing an increase of 150 per cent. in six vears from the output 
of 1920—was excessive, and thought the much lower estimate 
of the Leeds scheme must be due to the Power Co.'s output 
being under-estimated. He held strongly by the Conference 
estinates, even thoueh for 1940-31 the Conference figure was 
850,800.00. units, as against only 615,300,000 units on the 
leeds estimate. He agreed that as to sales 90 per cent. was 
a fair average as against units sent out, or 85 per cent. of 
units generated. 

Mr. WooLL contended that, in similar manner, putting the 
most optimistic light on the Conference figures, the compara- 
tive working costs were as follows: Coal consumption, Con- 
ference estimate, .200d. per unit sent out. Leeds 1920 cost. 
09d.; Bradford, 520d.; water, oil, stores, &c.. Conference 
estimate, .007; Leeds. .019; Bradford, . IS; wages, Conference, 
.041; Leeds, .089; Bradford, .054; repairs, maintenance, &e., 
Conference, .027; Leeds, .057; Bradford, .154; rates, taxes, &c., 
Conference, .010: Leeds, .018; Bradford, .029; management, 
Conference, .021; Leeds, .041; Bradford, .051. Mr. Roles said 
he would accept those figures. 

Summarising the position, Mr. Woor asked if Mr. Roles 
really expected to run the capital station at half the cost of 
1930 at the two nearest existing stations?— Witness: [f we 
don't there is not much hone for the future of electricity 
supply. There is entirely different plant and better con- 
ditions. 

The CHAIRMAN: Ts not the position that the load factor 
of your station is 75 per cent., whereas counsel is comparing 
that with existing stations which have a load factor of some- 
thing under 30 per cent., and therefore the two sets of figures 
are hardly comparable. 

Mr. WooLL: What do vou regard, as an engineer, as the 
possibilities of your scheme unless you secure the acquisition 
of the Power Co. by consent?— Witness: Our scheme goes. 

What are the prospects if Leeds refuses to come in?—On 
the technical side the scheme would not be affected materially. 
The financial resuits would be better with the Leeds load 
included. 

The CHAIRMAN: Does failure to secure acquisition of the 
Power Co. by consent mean total condemnation, rather than 
modification No. sir; the scheme would have to be recast, 
but as far as the Committee of Engineers is concerned they 
will never be satisfied unless there is some co-ordination 
scheme as regards the bodies which are in agreement, whatever 
happens as regards T.eeds and the Power Co. 

Asked whether, failing the Conference scheme. he would 
consider the Leeds scheme more desirable than the existing 
system of independent suppliers, witness said he would prefer 
indenendent arrangement between the Power Co. and the 
localities. 

In answer to Mr. Hunter Gray (for the Power Co.). Mr. 
Roles said that from the enginecring point of view of produc- 
tion of a cheap and effective supply. he did not doubt that 
the Yorkshire Power Co., if in entire control of the whole 
district, could do the work as effectively as could a joint 
body of local authorities, but such entire control hy a com- 
pany was not s practical suggestion. Bulk &eupply by the 


company to the towns was quite practical, but was not the 
scheme of economy deaired. 

In reply to the CHAIKMAN as to the wide variation in the 
capital charges and working costs estimated in respect of the 
new capital stations, Mr. roles said the Conference tgures 
had been arrived at alter close inquiry into large American 
practice, und bearing in mud the bigner wages in Alnerica 
and his own addition of zu per cent., lie beneved the Can- 
ference figures were a Very probable estimate. 

Mr. PERCY GREAVES, copsulung miming engineer, Fellow of 
the Institution of Mining Engineers, managing director ot 
Jour colliery companies and former ehairinan ot the Waketeld 
Electricity Coninittee, gave evidence to the ellect that the 
uiaximmuin Gl subsidence of land at the Wakefield. site due 
to coal mining operations had been reached, and the site wus 
quite safe from any disturbance. 

Ald. WILFRED TURNER, recalled to give evidence as to the 
prospects of demand for electric drive in the West Riding 
wool industry, said that of the 22 million spindles less than 
10 per cent. were at present under electric power. lle be 
heved the figure for looms was slightly logher, but not more 
than 10 per cent., and for wooi combing decidedly lower. 
There was, therefore, a wide field of developiient for electric 
power. 

Mr. F. OGbEN WHITELEY, city treasurer of Bradford, and a 
member of many important bodies connected with account 
aney, gave evidence as the sinancial adviser to the Conference 
scheme. He said he had estimated that the capital could be 
raised on the security offered at 64 per cent. for the money 
raised during the first five years, and 6 per cent. for the money 
raised during the second five years. lt the first money were 
raised on short-date loans, as was very popular in the North, 
there would be an advantage, because there would not be 
the continuance of payment in the second period on the 
initial 63 per cent. loan. He did not accept the view. as ex- 
pressed by Mr. Collins, of Birmingham. that the composite 
authority as suggested by the scheme would be at a dis~- 
advantage in borrowing money as against a single loca! 
authority or a company. He did not think the absence of 
Leeds would make any material difference in view of the 
substantial nature of the other authorities concerned, and the 
absence of the smaller authorities represented by the West 
Riding District Councils’ Association would have no eftect 
whatever. If the Joint Authority wished to raise money 
solely on stock and revenue it would certainly cost 1 per cent. 
more than if the rates were behind the borrowing. He did 
not contemplate a deficiency. and even the statement that 
the rates were behind the scheme meant that any call to 
meet a deficiency would be upou the several local electricity 
accounts rather than upon the general rates. Whilst being 
prepared to raise the whole of the purchase money for the 
taking over of the Yorkshire Power Co., the scheme provided 
for the probability that a proportion of the company's share- 
holders would take scrip of the new undertaking. as bad 
happened in the case of the purchase of gas companies in 
Bradford from time to time. 

On Wednesday, May 25th, Mr. F. OGDEN WHITELEY, finan- 
cial adviser to the Conference scheme, was cross-questioned 
closely by Mr. Wooll (for the Leeds scheme) and by members 
of the Commission on details of his financial tables. He said 
it was not the intention of the Conference scheme that the 
Governmeut should lend money, except that the Ministry of 
Transport should be asked to finance the initial operation of 
the scheme owing to the electrical urgency, and. the Joint 
Authority would take over the work and responsibility within 
twelve months. lle admitted. in answer to Mr. H. Booth, 
that this clause might be ultra vires. The estimates had been 
based on the assumption that the Joint Authority would be 
constituted by April, 1922. They anticipated the issue of three 
millions sterling within six months of the legal birth ot the 
Joint Authority. Asked if he could explain the great differ- 
ence between the Conference estimate of working capital and 
the Leeds estimate, the witness gave detailed figures of his 
calculations, and drew attention to the fact that the Confer- 
ence estimate was based on a month's or six weeks’ payments. 
whereas the Leeds estimate was based cn a full three months. 
He believed that, in the early stages, at any rate, six Weeks’ 
basis of credit was quite safe. The accounts were usually 
monthly. He agreed that by reducing the estimute to a 
similar period's credit the Leeds estimate would be lower, in- 
stead of higher, than the Conference figures. Asked as to the 
figure of the estimated cost of purchase of the Yorkshire Elec- 
tric Power Co., Mr Whiteley said he had no grounds for be- 
lieving the figure would find favour with the company, but it 
was a figure which, if he were advising the company, he would 
advise it to accept. He did not agree that the present was a 
bad time to buy out an electrical company, though he recog- 
nised the appreciation of buildings and plant in recent vears. 

Further evidence in support of the financial proposals of the 
Conference scheme was given by Mr. G. D. Rowe, a member 
of the London Stock Exchange and of the Special Finance 
Committee appointed by the Treasury to Regulate the Issue of 
Stocks by Local Authorities, who expressed confidence as to 
the raising of the money under the Conference scheme, and 
felt that the Joint Authority would enjoy an advantage of from 
] per cent. to 13 pey cent. over any private company in borrow- 
ing. Indeed, apart from the effect of external factors such as 
great strikes. the Rank of England rate, &c., he thought the 
monev could he raised more cheaply than was allowed for in 
the scheme. The mere absence of T.eeds from the scheme would 
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not affect the loan detrimentally, unless Leeds took up an 
actively hostile attitude. In reply to cross-examination by 
Mr. Wooll, the witness said if Leeds undertook a propaganda 
campaign against the scheme, it might aflect the matter to 
some extent both as regarded investors and underwriters, but 
the discriminating underwriters would have to be shown that 
the absence of Leeds was a serious technical weakness in the 
scheme. He thought it could easily be explained that Leeds 
had justification for its isolation as a large self-contained 
centre. A great undertaking like that proposed would intro- 
duce a more free market for the realisation of money invested 
in the electrical undertaking than wus the case with shares 
in a private company to-day. In reply to Sir Harry Haward, 
the witness sald he believed that the absence of a certain 
number of the smaller local authorities from the scheme would 
have a negligible effect on the raising of the money if the 
scheme were led by the big boroughs like Bradford; he agreed 
that if the electric power company or big industrial under- 
takings like railways were represented on the Joint Authority, 
they would be a source of strength. 

Mr. W. M. SELvEY gave expert evidence on behalf of the 
Conference as to the provisions for water cooling at the pro- 
posed capital stations. lt was proposed at Esholt to construct 
a pond of 22,500,000 gallons capacity, by the use of which, and 
also the sewage effluent of the Bradford sewage works there, 
the cooling plant would be quite independent of the river Aire. 
The utmost pond capacity he could calculate upon in con- 
nection with the Leeds site at South Accommodation Road 
was 4.3 70.000 gallons, which would be insuflicient to meet the 
cooling demands. Flowing water of the river Aire at the 
Leeds site, including canal lockage and some sewage, and sub- 
ject to dry weather variation, would bring the supply there to 
33,000,000 gallons, so far as he had been able to gather, though 
35,000,000 gallons had formerly been given by Mr. Hefford as 
the more normal supply. At the Wakefield site, where the 
water supply was ample for any requirements of this plant, 
there were 22.3 million gallons if calculated as a pool, even if 
there were no flow—but there was alwavs a thow—and an addi- 
tional 3.9 million gallons of flow, as calculated at the minimum 
after a six months’ drought. 

At this stage Mr. MILLER concluded the case for the Con- 
ference scheme by handing in the 1918 agreement between 
Bradford Corporation and the Power Company, in respect of 
Esholt prior to the advent of the Electricity (Supply) Act. 
1919. He also put in a letter to the Town Clerk of Bradford 
from the Town Clerk of Sheffield. reporting that the joint con- 
ference of the Sheffield and Rotherham Corporations had 
passed & resolution that they did not favour the Power Com- 
pany's inclusion in the proposed authority for the North- 
East Midlands authority, but would consider the question of 
taking over the company's undertaking. | 


(To be continued.) 


THE (LONDON) ENGINEERS’ CLUB. 


ON Thursday last week a large and enthusiastic meeting of sup- 
porters of the proposal to form an Engineers' Club in London 
was held at the Hotel Cecil. In the unavoidable absence of 
Mr. E. Manville, M.P., Mr. C. H. Wordingham, C. B. E., was 
invited to take the chair, and in doing so said he had always 
strongly felt that there should be an Engineers’ Club in 
London, on the lines of the Manchester Engineers! Club. 

The Hon. Secretary, Mr. Edmund L. Hill, after referring 
to the death of two valued supporters, Lord Moulton and Mr. 
E. L. Orde, read a report on the work that had been done 
towards the formation of the Club by the Executive Com- 
mittee, showing that about 1.600 applications had been re- 
ceived, and that hopes were entertained of obtaining most 
sultable premises which were about to be vacated by the Road 
Club, thus enabling a start to be made early in July. He then 
moved that the Engineers’ Club be constituted forthwith. The 
resolution was seconded, and after various questions had been 
put and answered by Mr. HDi, it was carried unanimously. 
[t was also unanimously resolved, on the motion of Mr. Cash. 
hon. solicitor to the Executive Committee, that the Club should 
be formed as a company limited by guarantee, the guarantee 
being limited to a maximum of £5 per member. A third 
resolution, also carried. unanimously, authorised the appoint- 
ment of a General Committee to act until the end of the first 
annual general meeting, with powers to proceed with the 


necessary organisation and arrangements for the housing of the 


Club. Following on this, it was proposed that the existing 
Executive Committee be appointed en bloc, with power to 
add to its number. and after the names had been read by 
the Chairman. the resolution was passed with one dissentient. 
Mr. Edward Manville was unanimously elected president, and 
Mr. E. L. Hill was elected hon. secretary bv acclamation. 

In the course of the proceedings it was made clear that the 
new organisation was intended to be a“ social“ club, and 
that alien. enemies would be rigidly excluded from member- 
ship. Some discussion took nlace regarding the admission of 
American and other honoured alien engineers resident in this 
country, and after various pronositions had been put forward 
with a view to meeting the difficulty caused by the rather pre- 
eipitate adoption of a resolution confining '' permanent mem- 


.bership " to British subjects, the matter was practically left 
to the discretion of the Committee (except in respect of alien 
enemies). 

The feeling of the meeting, which comprised nearly half the 
supporters resident in London, was unmistakeable; it was clear 
that the audience was eager to form the Club and get it into 
working order with the least possible delay. Even the mem- 
bers of the Committee were surprised at the enthusiasm dia- 
played and at the number of engineers who had found time to 
attend the meeting. We understand that the number of appli- 
cations received is now over 1,700, and that the negotiations 
for premises are proceeding satisfactorily. For the present no 
entrance fee 18 payable, but it is anticiputed that in the near 
future one will be imposed. The subscription for town mem- 
bers is ten guineas per annum; for country members five 
guineas, and for overseas members two guineas. Full parti- 
culars can be obtained from the hon. secretary, Mr. E. L. Hill, 
39, St. James’s Street, S. W. I. 


BLECTRICAL RESEARCH. 


TRE quarterly progress report of the British Electrical and 
Allied Industries Research Association (E.R.A.) states that 


. the Council is carrying out & comprehensive programme of 


research at the National Physical Laboratory. Of its sectional 
activities it is reported that tests are being made upon cotton 
fabrics, dressed and undressed, of various weights, and 
treated with varying thicknesses of varnish. A collection is 
being made of samples of treated fibrous insulating materials, 
with a view to classification before proceeding with these 
tests. A complete series of purchasing tests is to be made 
on samples of untreated papers used for various electrical pur- 
poses, such investigation including the testing for impurities 
such as metallic inclusions and carbon obtained from soot 
in the atmosphere, as well as porosity conditions. A large 
number of samples of treated papers has been collected. The 
numerous other materials in use have been classified, with 
the exception of vulcanised fibres, and a preliminary schedule 
of acceptance tests for purchasing purposes has been prepared. 

In the section dealing with composite insulating materials, 
on completion of experimental work general clauses for 
mechanical and electrical tests will be prepared.  Fire-resist- 
ing materials have yet to be dealt with. Proposed clauses for 
tooling tests on ebonite are being prepared. In connection 
with porcelain insulators a valuable report has been received 
from Messrs. Langton & Harris on preliminary researches 
on electric and mechanical strength, temperature effects, 
hardness, specific gravity, thermal conductivity, and moisture 
absorption. Programmes of research are being dealt with in 
respect of insulation resistance, surface improvement, dielec- 
tric strength, and uniformity of vitrification. 

In the section dealing with mica and micanite, the views 
of users of these materials for commutators, obtainea in 
response to @ questionnaire, are not supported by sufficient 
evidence to enable decisions to be made at present. Informa- 
tion on commutation troubles not directly connected with 
mica and micanite is being forwarded to the B.E.A.M.A. for 
the benefit of manufacturers. The committee is considering 
research on abrasive hardness, and on the manufacture of 
micanite. Troubles met with in the manufacture of condensers 
are being tabulated for consideration. 

In the section dealing with insulating oils, the final draft 
of the preliminary purchasing specification for insulating oils 
for transformers, oil switches, and breakers, is to be submitted 
to the British Engineering Standards Association. The 
National Physical Laboratory has undertaken researches on 
Vapour pressures, thermal transference coefticients, and thermal 
conductivity. Research is proceeding on specific heats, latent 
heats, boiling points, the effect of numerous catalysers on 
sludging, such as metals in contact with paint, the effect of 
the electric arc on the oil, the carbon deposit and sludge 
produced in transformers and switches. 

In the conductor section, conclusions of wide application 
may be drawn from investigations of the thermal and moisture 
conditions of the soil. The mathematical formule developed 
in three-core cable work are being checked over a wide range, 
und experimental work is progressing on methods of measur- 
ing dielectric losses and the effects of grouping and spacing 
cables. 

In the section of electric control apparatus a report is 
being issued in sections on the phenomena of switching and 
arcing, based on information collected from power-station 
engineers and others. Co-operation with the Home Office 
is being continued in testing mining switchgear. A report 
is now in preparation on the design and operation of heavy- 
duty fusible cut-outs and incidental matters. Information 
is being collected on the rupturing capacity of d.c. circuit 
breakers with a view to the improveinent of purchasing 
specifications. A committee has been formed to consider a 
programme of research on conditions arising from the use 
of larger plant, in respect of the conductivity of bolted, 
clamped, and screwed joints. 

A substantial contribution has been made by this Associa- 
tion to the funds required for research with regard to the 
corrosion of condenser tubes, which is being conducted by 
the Institute of Metals. 
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NEW PATHNTS APPLIBD FOR, 1921. 


(NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 


Compiled expressly for thie journal by Mszssms. Szrrow-Jowzs, O'Dgii ane 
SraPHENS, Chartered Patent Agents, 285, High Holborn, London, W.C. 1. 


14,206. “ Lamp sockets." British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (General 
Electric Co.). May 21st. ' 

14,218. *' Inductance coils for wireless telegraphy, &c." E. C. Atkinson. 
May 21st. 

14,220. Electric motors." W. R. Macdonald. May 2lst. 

14,222. “ Combined electric transformer and hummer.” E. Dobson. May 


14,230. '' Electrical precipitation apparatus." Lodge Fume Co., Ltd., and 

L. Lodge. May 21st. 
|o 14,231. "' Electrical precipitation apparatus." Lodge Fume Co., Ltd., and 
N. Stallard. May 21st. 

14,252. '' Means for producing perforated tape by electric current impulses.’ 
: Rosendahl. May Jlst. 

14.272. Controlling arrangement for electric current." H. Brownlow and 
C. A. Hadley. May 33rd. 

14,289 and 14,299. '' Combined electric switches and plugs." J. DB. Tucker. 
May 23rd. 

14,295. * Bases for trolley poles for electrically-propelled vehicles." E. M. 
Munro. May 23rd. 

14,302. Galvanic batteries or cells." E. E. G. Boite, W. H. Edridge, 
and Lyto, Ltd. May 23rd. 

14,312. '' Electric flat irons and heating means therefor." A. E. Alexander 
(Iserson). May 23rd. 
14,314. ‘ Electric ignition of signals, &c., to be dropped from the air." 
O. D. Lucas and M. L. Experimental, Lid. May 23rd. 
14,318. Low- voltage protective circuit controllers." 
Ltd. (Cutler-Hammer Manufacturing Co.). May 23rd. 
14.319. Motor controllers." Igranic Electric Co., Lid. (Cutler-Hammer 
Manufacturing Co.). May 23rd. 

14,324. '' lyvnamo-electric machines.” A. H. Midgley. May 23rd. 

14,325. “ Control of dynamo-electric machines." A. H. Midgley. May 23rd. 

14.330. Electric coding machine." E. H. Hebern. May 23rd. 

14,331. '' kElectro-magnetic clocks." M. r. Favre-Bulle. May 23rd. 
(France, May 21st, 1920.) 

14.332. Oil tanks for electrical apparatus, Ke.“ P. Gatta. May 23rd. 

14.334. Electron. discharge apparatus." — British Thomson-Houston Co., 
Ltd. (General Electric Co.). May zárd. 

14,345. ''Centrifugally operated switches.’ 
Ltd., and A. P. Young. May 23rd. 

14,34). '' Radio-telepruph break-in system." P. M. Ware. May 23rd. 

14.352. Electric commutators." A. O. Hinchlifl, Watlifl Co., and S. J. 
Watson, May 23rd. 

14.489. klectric accumulators." W. Whitehead. May 24th, 

14.404. Electro-mmagnetic wave signalling apparatus." G. Hill and J. O. 
Mauborgne. May th. (United. States, May 24th, 1921.) 

14,442. '' Electro- magnetic long-distance switch.“ G. Matt. May 24th. 

14.445. Battery indicator systems.“ G. Cooper and J. H. Mellroy. May 


, 


— 


je 


+ 


Igranic Electric Co., 


* 


British Thomson-Houston Co., 


, 


14,453. '' Wireless signalling systems.” British Thomson-Houstun Co., Ltd. 
(General Electric Co.). May w4th. 

14.470. umbler switches, &.“ 
24th. (Switzerland, May 20th, 1920.) 

14.482. Electrical controlling devices. M. Walker. 

14,40. Contact starters. for electric motors. G. V. 
Watson. May 25th. 

14,918. ''Interchangeable parts for wireless and electrical apparatus.“ 
G. H. Moody. May 2oth. 

14.530. Automatic telephone systems.“ Automatic Electric Co. and (Auto— 
matic Telephone Manufacturing Co, Lid.). May 25th. 

14.543. Electric accumulators.” G. Philippart. May 25th. (France, May 
31st, 1920.) 

14.545. Frequency multipliers for alternating electric currents.“ P. 
Trichard. May 2oth. (France, May 26th, 1920.) 

14.550. Motor controllers." Igranic Electric Co., Lid. (Cutler-Hammer 
Manufacturing Co.). May 25th. 

14,999. . Electric transmission over long distances." A. M. Taylor. May 
25th. 

14,561. “ Electric discharge devices." British "Ihomson-Houston. Co., Ltd. 
(General Electric Co.). May 25th. 

14,562. '' Electric heating units.“ British Thomson-Houston Co., Lid. 
(General Electric Co.). May 25th. 

14,563. '' X-ray apparatus." British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. (General 
Electric Co.). May 25th. 

14,971. “ Secondary electric batteries or accumulators. Chloride Elec- 
trical Storage Co., Ltd., und B. Heap. May 25th. 

14.573. Wireless signalling." l'. P. Eckersley and C. S. Franklin. May 
25th. ‘ 

14,974. '' Means for actuating electric. relays.” Ges. für Drahtlose Tele- 
graphie. May 25th. (Germany, July 23rd, 1920.) 

14.575. Circuits for electrical oscillations." Ges. fur Drahtlose Telegraphie 
May 25th. (Germany, July 30th, 1920.) 

14,604. “Suspension device for reflector bowls for electric lights, &c."' 
W. A. Salmon. May 26th. 

14.667. Coupling for electric conduit." F. G. Grist. May 26th. 

14.655. “ Means for operating electric bells." W. Clark and Clark's 
Neo-Electric Devices, Ltd. May 26th. 

14.669. Electric heaters." C. H. W. Morrison and M. & P. Enterprises, 
Ltd. May 26th. 

14.663. Electric. speedometer.” A. M. Low and Low Engineering Co., 
Ltd. May 26th. 

14.672. Electric. switches." F. Lorand, May 26th. 

14.673. Apparatus for diminishing magnetic dispersion in electric trans- 
formers.” Akt.-Ges. Brown, Boveri et Cie. May 26th. (Switzerland, June 
2nd, 1920.) 

14.675. Contacts for electric switches." A, P. Welch. May 26th. 

14.695. Electric safety lamp for miners.“ L. A. Didier. May 26th. 
(France, August 17th, 1920.) 

14.702. Electric furnaces.” I. Rennerſelt. May 26th. (Sweden, June 
2nd, 1920.) 

14.709. Magneto contact breaker spring guard and conductor." H. 
Richardson. May 27th. 

14,713. “ Definite time-limit relay or time-lag device." J. Bowie and J. 
Henderson. May 27th. 

14,777. Ignition magnetos for internal combustion engines." British 
Lighting & Ignition Co., Ltd.. and E. O. Turner. May 27th. 

14.778. Ignition magnetos for internal combustion engines.” 
Lighting & Ignition Co., Ltd., and E. O. Turner. May 27th. 

14,787. '' Electricity measuring instruments." H. Lucas and O. A. Miller. 
May 27th. 

14,730. '' Change-over apparatus for operating vehicles with different volt. 
ages." Akt.-Ges. Brown, Boveri et Cie. May 27th. (Germany, May 28th, 


Appareillage Gardy Soc. Anon. May 


May 25th. 
Hornby and H. 


British 


14.792. Sparking plugs." H. G. Longford and hinx Manufacturin 
Co., Ltd. May 27th. 3 zB E 

14.795. Switches.” H. A. Gill (J. W. Zander & Co). Mav 27th. 

14.8501. '' Windings of alternating current  dvnamo-electric machines.” 
British Thomson-Houston Co.. Ltd., and H. W. Taylor. May 27th. 

14.814. Process for direct production of titanic ores or slags.” J. J. 
Loke. May 27th. 


‘PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS, 


The numbere in parentheses are those under which the specifications will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken.  . 


29,528. '' Dynamo-electric machines." L. J. Stephenson. May 15th, 1919. 
(143,181.) 

32,413. “ Aerial systems employed in wireless signalling." S. B. Smith 
and G. M. Wright. December 24th, 1919. (163,070.) 

32,500. “ Electric lamp casings and holders." W. Boydell & Sons. Ltd. 
and J. Boydell. December 29th, 1919. (163,071.) 

32,724. “ Improvements in variable electrical resistances by the jointless 
grading of the resistance wire forming the same." A. Bursill. December 
Mth, 1919. (163,072.) ‘ " 

19020. pmo 

600. ''Ignition devices for internal combustion engines." F. A. Smith. 
January 7th, 1920. (Patent of addition not granted.) (163,077.) . 

673. Ventilation of dynamo-electric machines.“ British Thom-on-Hous:on 
Co., Ltd., and H. W. Taylor. January 8th, 1920. (163,079.) 

877. '' Electric welding systems and apparatus." British Insulated and 
Helsby Cables, Ltd., and L. B. Wilson. January 10th, 1920. (163,053.) 

3,305. ''Cooliny devices for electrical apparatus. British Thomson- 
Houston Co., Ltd. (General Electric Co.). February 3rd, 1920. (163,020.) 

3,336.. '' Alternating current induction motors.” Aktieselskabet  Jscsk 
Elektro.” April 12th, 1919. (141,671.) ` 

3,413. “ Electric switches." P. B. Hand!ey. February 4th, 1920. (165,092 , 


3.492. Electric cut-out systems.” F. S. Enrich and C. P. Serrano. 
February 4th, 1920. (163,094.) 

3,797. ''Electrically operated  coin-freed automatic machines.“ J. L 
Prinzing and R. Bertschinger. September l6th, 1919. (151,232.) 

3,918. “ Electrical measuring-in instruments." British Thomson-Houstoa 
Co., Ltd., and R. C. Clinker. February 9th, 1920. (168.097.) 

4,128. '' Electric starters and cut-outs used in connection with electric ligh:- 
ing plant employing internal combustion engines." A. H. Railing. C. €. 
Garrard, and W. Wilson. February ilth, 1920. (163,1]1.) — 

4.144. Combined electric switches and wall plugs and sockets." Waisall 
Hardware Manufacturing Co., Ltd., W. Compson, and A. E. Read. February 
lith, 1920. (163,113.) 

4.243. Device for ascertaining the direction of submarine sound waves." 
Signal Ges. November 20th, 1917. (138,917.) 

4.273. Wireless telegraphy and telephony." A. K. Macrorie, H. Morris- 
Airey, and G. Shearing. February llth, 1920. (163,117.) 

4.463. '' Protective devices for alternating current systems." A. H. Railing, 
C. C. Garrard, and A. E. McColl. February 13th, 1920. (163. 129.) 

4.809. Electric power transmission systems.“ British Thomson- Houston 
Co., Ltd., and F. H. Clough. February 17th, 1920. (163, 136.) 

4,986. '' Bayonet sockets for electric lamps." J. Wegmann. February al. 
1919. (139,469.) 

5.375. Miner's safety lamp." D. J. 
(163,143.) 

5,740. '' Receivers for use in connection with signalling by sound waves.” 
M. I. Pupin. February 4th, 1918. (139.498.) 

5.749. Electric controllers for use in electrically-propelled vehicles and 
other purposes." P. A. H. Mossay, Mossay & Co., Ltd., and Ransomes, Sims 
and Jefferies, Ltd. February 25th, 1920. (163,153.) : 

6.150. Electric switches." J. H. Tucker & Co., Ltd., and W. J. Line. 
March Ist, 1930. (163,159.) 

6,773. Electric condensers." L. Segal. July 8th, 1919. (146.923. 

8.919. High speed electric or other locomotives." British Thomson- 
Houston. Co., Ltd., and F. W. Carter. March 26th, 1920. (Addiions to 
128. 106.). (163. 185.) 

9,373. Fittings for electric, gas, and the like lighting." A. G. Beaver 
and Sun Electrical Co.. Ltd. March 31st, 1920. (163,189.) 

9,492. ''Sparking plug for explosion motors, especially for aero motors." 
A. Custoza. April Ist, 1919. (141.074.) be D 

10,906. “ Telemotor apparatus." W. J. Paulin, T. C. Fortune, and T 
McLeod. April 20th, 1920.  (163.198.) 

11.934. Recovery of zinc by clectrolvsis." Electrolytic Zinc Co. of Aus- 
tralasia Proprietary, Lid. December 24th, 1919. (155,792.) 

13.257. Construction of incandescent electric lamps," F. Bergers. May 
13th, 1920. (163,207.) 

15.337. Symmetrical quick-acting contact breaker for magnetos for ignition 
purposes." G. B. Gousset. June 20th, 1919. (16. 405.) 

21.732. '' Spark plugs.“ H. A. Myers. July 20th. 1920. (163.228) 

36,505. *'' Electric fuses.” Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. January 
12th, 1920. (156,586.) 

36,506. “ Electric fuses."  Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Lid. January 
12th, 1920. (156,587.) 


Thomas. February 23rd, 17A. 


Film Studio Lighting.—The gasfilled metallic-filament 


lamp is rapidly growing in favour as an illuminant for por- 


trait studio lighting, but its use in the production of kinemato- 
graph films has not been developed to the extent which it 
deserves. Experiments in this direction recently made with 
zasfilled lamps in the studios of Messrs. Holams, Ltd., showed 
that the light is a much closer approximation to daylight than 
that of the are lamp, and the images on standard orthochro- 
matic film are also more colour-true. 

Comparative trials were made by taking views of the same 
scene on the same day under exactly identical conditions, the 
one under arc lamps and the other under the light from 
Osram gasfilled lamps. The colour scheme was purposely 
made as rich and comprehensive as possible so as to present 
a really difficult subject. In the first case 12 enclosed arc 
lamps were used taking 15 amperes each at 200 volts, a total 
of 36 kilowatts; in the second case 16 1,500-watt Osram gas- 
filled lamps in G.E.C. studio reflectors, and consuming 1n all 
24 kilowatts, were employed. The results of the experiments 
tended to show that the gasfilled lamp was worthy to play 
a much larger part in film production than hitherto, from the 
point of view of film-quality alone. These lamps are 
easily handled, and the absence of complicated mechanism 
makes for simplicity of operation and low cost of supervision 
and maintenance. A very small staff of electricians would 
be needed for the largest installation. No energy is wasted 
in resistances, and no expensive converters are necessary ; the 
light does not vary in quality throughout the life of the lamp. 
reaches its full value immediately the lamp is switched on, 
and is perfectly steady. 
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THE INDUSTRIAL OUTLOOK. 


THE great question occupying the minds of employers 

and workers at the present time is that of wage reduc- 

tions. It is probably true to say that everyone realises 

that wages must fall, and the points for consideration 
re: By how much, and in what steps? 

By the time these words are before our readers it is 
possible that the engineering industry will be at a 
complete standstill. It is doubtful whether the coal 
strike will be settled, and practically certain that the 
cotton trade will still be idle. The iron and steel in- 
dustry has been almost entirely stopped, as a conse- 
quence of the coal trouble, since the beginning of April. 

The cotton trade represents approximately one-third 
of our national exports. The world, as Sir Robert 
Hadfield has told us, is hungry for steel. It is also 
hungry for British coal and engineering products. We 
are exporting none of these things, but we are buying 
foreign coal, and burning imported oil under our 
boilers wherever it is possible—perhaps '' necessary "' 
would be a more applicable word—to do so. Short of 
actual violence and civil tumult, our greatest enemy 
could not wish to see the country in worse plight; but, 
apart from Ireland, the complete calm, almost amount- 
ing to apathy, or the public, is perhaps one of the most 
remarkable features of the situation. 

It is, unfortunately, only too true that there is a 
serious depression in trade. Orders are scarce, and 
competition, for what business is available, is exceed- 
ingly keen. Yet we know that many of the large firms, 
particularly in our own industry, have well-filled order 
books; it has, indeed, been an outstanding feature of 
speeches at shareholders’ meetings for the statement to 
be made that the factory can be kept going for a con- 
siderable time. Firms in this position cannot, and we 
believe it is safe to say they do not, want a stoppage; 
and when, as we have shown over and over again, out- 
put, production, plenty of everything, 1s the crying 
need of the time, 1t is clear that 1t 1s not 1n the interests 
of the nation or of the world at large that three of 
our leading industries, with numberless secondary 
trades, should be shut down. The workers themselves 
would, of course, rather be at work earning money than 
be idle. 

Who, then, is in favour of closing down? Obviously 
it can only be such firms as have not enough work in 
hand to keep going, and those whose standing charges 
are so small that it is of little moment whether they 
keep open during the slump or not. English folk are 
very individualistic, and there are many small business 
concerns in existence which must feel the present con- 
dition of things very keenly. 

When overhead charges are small, direct wages are 
apt to loom larger in the mental landscape than is 
warranted by their actual importance. Direct wages 
form but one of the constituent factors of the price of 
the finished product. In some classes of electrical ap- 
paratus direct wages amount to from 16 to 20 per cent. 
of the works cost when the goods are made in a large 
works. The rest of the cost consists of material and 
of overhead charges in the factory. The commercial 
charges and profits have then to be added, so that the 
proportion of the whole selling price represented bv 
direct wages becomes still less. In a smaller concern, 
overhead factory charges and commercial expenses are 
both relatively and absolutely smaller, and the direct- 
wage proportion is relatively greater. both for this 
reason and also for the reason that the small concern 


[769] D 


770 | THE 


ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


(Vel. 88. No, 2,373, JUNR 17, 1931. 


will not infrequently do most of its business by under- 
selling its larger competitor. 

We can now see & reason which might impel a small 
firm to make drastic cuts in wages; and in employers' 
conferences the small firms are in the majority, so that 
their votes can carry the issue. So we find that, in spite 
of a reserve of orders which can be drawn upon, like a 
banking? account, to tide over the evil day, there is a 
danger that by excessive reductions of wages, resulting 
in strikes, we shall proceed to kill export business by in- 


creasing the period required for delivery, and deliber- 


ately force the trade of the world into the hands of those 
who are ready, and willing, to work for it. 

The industrial situation is comparable with the mili- 
tary situation as it existed in the spring of 1918. The 
enemy is not labour, but bad trade, and we shall defeat 
that enemy by co-operation, team work, and goodwill. 
These granted, the needs of the world will provide plenty 
of work, and it will be found that the workers! standard 
of living can be maintained at a level considerably 
better than before the war. We repeat that labour is 
not the enemy, and consequently it is wrong to talk 
of the conflict with labour.“ Talk of that kind does 
no good, but only exacerbates tempers on both sides. 

In this connection the remarks of Mr. Robert Fleming 
at the meeting of the Investment Trust Corporation last 
week are worthy of quotation: '' To-day the great bulk 
of the cost of everything we buy consists of wages, so 
that any general fall in wages must necessarily bring 
down with it the cost of living. "Thus no real reduction 
in the standard of living need take place if that stan- 
dard is not wasteful, but carefully economical. . . But 
even lower wages and greater production are not enough 
unless combined with, the highest efficiency from the 
capital and managerial end."' 

Why is not more use made of the Industrial Courts? 
They were hailed with acclamation as a statesmanlike 
provision for the settlement of industrial differences, 
but the dockers’ dispute remains almost the only example 
of the reference of such a dispute to such a Court. It 
ought not to be necessary for ministers—even the Prime 
Minister—to take à hand in such matters. It may be 
necessary in the case of coal, because coal has been 
under Government control, and the Government has 
offered £10,000,000 for the purpose of letting wages 
down with rather less of a bump than the owners appear 
to find necessary. It almost seems as if this is another 
of the cases in which excellent machinery has been pro- 
vided, but, through some error of judgment, remains 
unused. Surely, even if coal cannot be referred to an 
Industrial Court, the cotton and engineering disputes 
can be. 

The suggestion 1s not new, and we hope it mav bear 
fruit speedilv. for assuredly the continuance of the 
present condition of things is a grave national disaster. 


A CASE which was heard in the Court 


Lighting of Appeal recently (Sheppard v. Mayor 
Authorities of Glossop, Evec. Rev., April 15th, 
and Actions for 1921, at p. 479, and Law Journal, 
Negligence. April 23rd, at p. 160) raised a point 


which is of considerable importance to 
lighting authorities—especially in view of the fact that, 
on account of the coal trouble, restricted lighting has-be- 
come necessary. The facts of the case having been 
fully reported in our pages, we may limit our reference 
thereto by stating that the plaintiff brought the action, 
claiming damages for personal injuries owing to the 
negligence of the defendants in not lighting a certain 
gas lamp. 

Mr. Justice Greer held that the effective cause of the 
plaintiff’s losing his way and falling over the retaining 
wall was the turning- off of the light in the lamp, that 
the defendants were the lighting authoritv of the dis- 
trict under Section 161 of the Public Health Act, 1875, 
and that, by causing the lamp to be extinguished, they 
caused the place to become & dangerous trap into which 
the plaintiff fell; and the learned judge awarded him 
£279 10s. damages. The defendants appealed.  Sec- 


tion 161 of the Public Health Act provides that an 
urban authority may (inter alia) provide lamps and 
other apparatus for lighting the streets within their 
district and also gas for such purposes throughout the 
whole or any part of their district. 

The Court allowed the appeal, holding that the effect 
of the section was to give the defendants authoritv to 
light their district, but it created no obligation to light 
it, and gave them a discretion as to whether they would 
light only some portions of their district; and it also 
gave them full discretion as to when the lamps were 
to be kept lighted in any portion of the district which 
they elected to light. 

It is all-important to observe that the above decision 
was based upon the Public Health Act, 1875. It does 
not follow that local authorities in all parts of the 
country can be excused in the like circumstances, be- 
cause in some places an obligation to light—as opposed 
to à power to light—is imposed upon the authority. 
Thus in Carpenter v. Finsbury Borough Council ((1920) 
2 K.B. 195) Sec. 130 of the Metropolis Local Manage- 
ment Act has to be considered. By that section: 
Every (local authority) shall cause the several streets 

. in their district to be well and sufficiently lighted 
and for that purpose shall maintain or set up and 
maintain a sufficient number of lamps in every such 
street and shall cause the same to be lighted with gas 
or otherwise and to continue lighting at and during 
such times as such vestry or board may think fit neces- 
sary or proper. . . ." It was held under this section 
that the obligation of the local authority as to any 
particular street is to ensure that it is well and suff- 
ciently lighted. Where an accident is alleged to have 
been due to the insufficient light provided in a street 
it is for the tribunal of fact to determine whether tke 
statutory obligation of the local authority has been 
complied with; it is not enough for the local authority 
to say that in their discretion they considered that the 
lighting actually provided was sufficient. It will, there- 
fore, be seen that the Glossop case has no application 
in the metropolis. It is important, too. to observe 
that in coming to the conclusion at which it arrived 
the Court of Appeal overruled the finding of Mr. Justice 
Greer that the plaintiff had been lured to destruction 
by a trap, t.e., the sudden and unexpected extinguish- 
ment of the light. In this respect two important pre- 
vious decisions appear to be overruled; but notwith- 
standing the ruling of the Court of Appeal, it is clearly 
desirable for any lighting authority to give due warning 
to the public if electrie or other lamps have to be 

extinguished in a public place. 


IN a recent issue we drew attention 
The Electrifica. to the divergence of opinion inani- 
tion of fested in different countries with 
Railways. regard to the type of current selected 
for the electrification of railways. 
We are indebted to Prof. S. Parker Smith for further 
information, published in this issue, which emphasises 
the fact that agreement on this subject is very far from 
attainment. Broadly speaking, we may say that the 
English-speaking nations favour the use of direct cur- 
rent, and that, except where their influence holds sway, 
as in the Argentine, and in France, all other countries 
are adopting alternating current, mainly single-phase. 
The situation demands very serious consideration ; if 
we confine our attention to the difect-current system, 
we run the risk of beiny cut off from the vast market for 
electric railway plant that we may confidently expect to 
see developing in foreign countries, unless we are in a 
position to prove that d.c. is better than a.c. for this 
purpose. Much depends upon the development of the 
mercury-vapour rectifier and the thermionic type of 
rectifier; when these are capable of dealing with the 
heavy railway loads with certainty, the case for the d.c. 
system will be materially improved, but that time has 
not arrived, and it behoves us to be prepared to carry 
out railway electrifications on the largest scale with 
single-phase current if the need arises, 
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THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN EFFICIENCY AND WORKING COSTS 


OF SMALL MOTORS 


AND GENERATORS. 


By E. d. KENNARD, A. M. l. E. E. 


THe extent to which differences in efficiency exist in 
dynamos and motors, of similar rating, obtainable at the 
present day may not be generally recognised amongst 
engineers. 

It will be found, however, that where testa of different 
makes of machines are compared, very considerable 
differences: in the efficiency values exist, depending on 
the design, type, and material employed in the manufacture, 
and the purpose of this article is to draw attention to the 
extent to which the variation of commercial efficiency may 
affect the working. costs of electrical machinery as seen 
from the small corsumer's point of view. 

Some important changes have taken place since the year 
1914, which affect very considerably the question of rating 
and efficiency of electrical machinery, viz. (a) considerable 
increases in the cost of electrical energy ; (b) revision of 
the rules (for electrical machinery) of the British Engineer- 
ing Standards Association, Specification No. 72 (1917). 

With regard to the former item, a table showing the 
difference between pre-war and post-war prices for electrical 
energy was published by the ELECTRICAL Review (June 
13th, 1919), representing 240 supply undertakings in the 
British Isles. 

Many of the prices quoted are for two-rate and sliding- 
scale systems, and are therefore unsuitable for the purpose 
of comparison, except in a general sense. 

Some 63 undertakings, however, quote flat-rate systems 
of charging, and these values have been analysed, giving 
the follo wing results :— 


AVERAGE Prices OF ELECTRICITY FOR POWER IN THE UNITED 
KINGDOM IN PENCE PER UNIT. 


Place. No. of undertakings. 1914. 1919. 1921. 
London ... T ‘ee 11 li3d. 20d. 2°3d. 
Provincial towns 928 52 171d. 2˙65d. 305d. 
London & provinces (average) 63 163d. 2˙55d. 2˙94d. 


Since the publication of this table a further increase in 
the price of energy has been general. This is shown in 
column 4 above at 15 per cent. above the 1919 values. For 
present-day values the average cost per k Wh for power may 
be taken at 2 94 d., or, say, 3d. per unit. 

It should be borne in mind, however, that these figures 
are based only on some 26 per cent. of the total number of 
returns published by the ELECTRICAL Review, and that if 
it were possible to form an average for the sliding-scale 
systems, the value would be somewhat lower. This mean 
value of 3d. per kWh will, nevertheless, be of use as a basis 
for cost calculations, as over 60 per cent. of the prices 
quoted for power at flat rates fall within 20.per cent. of this 
fügure. It is interesting to note that the maximum and 
minimum flat-rate prices for power were 6'5d. in the 
Ogmore Valley district, and 0:873d. in the Manchester 
district. 

T wo important changes in the Specification of the Engi- 
neering Standards Association, No. 72 (1917), have been 
noted which materially affect the question of rating for 
electrical machines, and, consequently, have an important 
bearing on the subject in hand. 


First (paragraph 46 and relative table), the temperature . 


rise limit after the maximum temperature has been attained 
is now fixed at 55° C. for a.c. windings in slots, and 50? C. 
for rotating armatures with commutators, corresponding to 


temperature rises of 99^ F. and 90° F., where only 70° F. 


was allowed formerly. 

Secondly, as regards overload, whereas formerly a 25 per 
cent. overload test was required for one hour, the new 
specification (paragraph 79) allows for a 50 per cent. excess 
current test for 15 secondsonly. Obviously, if these altered 
conditions of rating are strictly adhered to, a wide departure 
will be made in the electrical properties of modern 
machines compared with those designed to meet the 
requirements of previous specifications. 

An important feature is the certainty of obtaining the 
maximum efficiency at 75 per cent. of the full rated load 


of the machine, a condition which (transformers excluded) 
was rarely obtainable, and, in fact, with many machines of 
low temperature rise the maximum efficiency was not 
attained until 25 per cent. overload was reached. 

The curves in fig. 1 illustrate the difference in efficiency 
values for a 5-kW d.c. machine having ita maxi:xnum values 
at 3 and 14 of the full rated load. 

The advantage of the more highly rated machine is clearly 
apparent for any class of work where varying loads are 
experienced, and, in addition, lower no-load losses are 
obtained. 

Before proceeding with the study of working costs of 


various types of machines, it is desirable to have some 


reliable information concerning the maximum efficiency it 
is possible to reach commercially, and what special means to 
employ to obtain it. With this object in view, the writer 
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Fia. 1.—ILLUSTRATING THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN Two MACHINES 
WITH MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY AT 2 LOAD AND 14 LOAD 
RESPECTI VELY. 
has prepared a number of designs to a standardised plan, 
employing most recent methods, and using as a basis for 
calculation the constants derived from testa of the best 

materials obtainable commercially. 

Direct-current machines have been considered, as it is 
possible to predetermine their performance with greater 
accuracy than with alternating-current machines, also the 
same machines are serviceable both as dynamos and as 
motors. 

To commence with, a terminal pressure of 225 volta has 
been chosen, and it, will be seen to represent a fair com- 
promise between the limita of high and low-voltage d.c. 
circuits. With low-voltage machines the commutator 
losses are higher than with high-voltage machines; this 
difference is offset by reduced copper losses owing to a higher 
“ space factor " in the armature slots and field coils being 
obtained. 

Groups of designs have been prepared for machines 
ranging from 0:1 kW up to 10:0 kW at rated speeds of 500, 
1,000, and 2,000 r.p.m. respectively, and for two and four- 
pole machines. Interpoles have not been included in the 
designs. Generally speaking, the efficiency of a machine is 
slightly reduced when interpoles are employed, and there 
calculations have been made on the basis of low armature 
reactance voltage (not exceeding 2 volta per segment); the 
commutation would, therefore, be quite good without 
having to make use of interpoles. 

In order to obtain consistent results when preparing a 
line of designs, it is necessary to adhere as far as possible 
to certain predetermined values for such factors as the 
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current density in copper, flux densities in teeth, cores, 
magnete, &c.; in the following table the values chosen 
for this particular investigation are indicated, and also 
the limite which it is customary to employ in the prepara- 
tion of designs by various makers :— 


TABLE I. 
Values employed | Limits found in standard 
> in this artiole. practice. 


Ratio of arm. diam. to 


core length. 2 pole... 78* 2 pole, 5 to 1˙1 
Ratio of arm. diam. to 
oore length. 4 pole... 39° 4 „ 3t0 55 


Mag. density in arm. core | 10—14 kilolines 4—12 kilolines 


5 ji „ teeth | 21—22 - 18—22 m 

* 52 air Rap 6˙0—7˙0 " 8'0—T'5 " 
8 i mag. core 15˙0 5 5˙0—16 „ 
Thickness of slot insula- 

tion vá 85 1'0 mm. '8—1:'6 mm. 
Slots per om. of periphery Ki 4— 9 
Comm. segs., per slot ... 3 ] —5 


1'2—4 0 per eq. mm. 

8'0—9'0 per sq. om. 
1— 3 kg. 

various 


Field spool current density | 1'5 per sq. mm. 
Current denaity in brushea 8˙⁵⁰ 

Brush pressure per sq. om. '] kg. 
Style of winding 2 circuit single 


* These values ensure a round or squarefsection for the magnet core. 

The main factors when designing for high efficiency are : 
Firat, choire of materials. 

Iron cores when subjected to reversals of magnetism 
should be of Stalloy or similar brands. 

Magnet cores and yokes for direct-current excitation 
should be of wrought iron or soft mild steel sheet of the 
highest permeability obtainable. 

All copper conductors should be in accordance with the 
values specified in the Engineering Standard Specification 
No. 7. Insulating material should be of superior mechanical 
strength, heat-resisting properties, and high disruptive 
strength. 

Carbon brushes should have self-lubricating properties, 
and be capable of being run at high current densities. 

Secondly, technical considerations. 

It is essential to obtain high "space factor" in all 
current-carrying coils, and as this value is the ratio— 

Area of copper conductors 
Area of winding space 
a high space factor is dependent on the following points :— 

(a) Minimum thicknesses of insulating material (con- 
sistent with safe working) employed for covering conductors, 
spool windings, aud slot linings. 

(b) Extreme care in winding all coils and solenoids so tbat 
all turns lie close together and wires do not cross. 

(c) All winding spaces to be completely filled up. 

Commutator losses may be kept low by employing 
brushes of high current density, and a fairly low brush 
pressure not exceeding 0:15 kg. per sq. cm. 

Ball bearings should be used where possible, as a smaller 
air gap may then be employed. 


(max) 


SP FACTOR 
3 E d 


E E S. W. G. 
Pig. 2.— Stach Factors FOR ROUND CONDUCTORS COVERED WITH 
DIFFERENT INSULATING MATERIALS. 


A set of curves showing the space factor values for round 
wires employing various kinds of insulation is shown in 
fig. 2. Itis apparent from the study of these curves that a 
large improvement in coil design is possible where enamel 
Or silk-covered wires are used in place of the double cotton- 
covered wires at one time in general use. To take one 


example, a No. 20 S.W.G. enamel-covered wire has a space 
factor of 0*7; taking the copper cross section at 66 sq. mm., 
the area occupied by the insulated wire would be 92 sq. mm. 
Now a No. 32 S.W.G. wire insulated with double cotton, 
and having a space factor of *45, would also occupy approxi- 
mately an area of 9 for the insulated wire, so that by sub- 
stituting an enamel-covered wire for a double-cotton-covered 
wire, the area of copper could be increased by 63 per cent., 
thus allowing a current 1:28 times as great to be used for 
the same 1?R loss and representing a gain both in output 
and efficiency. 

The usual practice in machine design is to proportion the 
armature dimensions according to the required output. In 
this investigation a somewhat different procedure has been 
adopted, the plan being to commence with an armature of 
fixed dimensions, and from these, to work out the rating so 
as to occur at the point of maximum efficiency. This has 
been done for a number of different sizes, and curves plotted 
from the points so obtained give the output in kilowatts 
in terms of the armature cubical dimensions. 

At this stage an example of a worked design will illus- 
trate how the values for the above curves were obtained. 

Selecting a machine for 225 volta, 1,000 r.p.m., 2 poles, 
and having the dimensions (armature diameter)’ x 
(armature gross length), or D? L, in cm. = 1,500, it is 
required to find the electrical output corresponding to the 
highest efficiency. 

As the point of maximum efficiency occurs when the 
variable or 178 losses are equal in value to the constant 
losses, it follows that—given a machine of certain 
dimensions—the lower the value of the constant losses, the 
higher will be the maximum efficiency ; therefore iron, shunt, 
and friction losses must be kept as low as possible. 

Given D? L. as 1,500, then D = 3% 1,500%78 = 
12:4 cm., and L, the gross length = 9'8 cm., these bein 
suitable values for obtaining magnet cores of round sectim. 

Magnet core area = 9:8? x 785 = 76 cm. 

Taking B " at 15:0 kilolines and allowing 20 per cent. 
for magnetic leakage, a flux of 0:94 megaline through the 
armature i8 obtained. 

Estimating by the ordinary routine method, the field 
ampere turns required to overcome the reluctance of the 
magnetic circuit, the value 1,680 is obtained (per pole). 

For calculating the copper losses in shunt and armature 
coils, the following formula may often conveniently be 
employed. 

IR loss = weight in kg. x d? X K, where d = current 
density in amperes per sq. mm., and K a factor depending 
on the temperature at which the winding will operate (at 
60° C., K = 2°25). 

At a current density of 1°5 amperes per mm. the total 
copper area in the shunt coil will be 1,680 ats./1°5 x 100 
= 11°2 sq. cm., and taking the mean length of a turn a 
40 cm., the total weight of copper per spool = 4:0 kg. 

Watts lost per spool are 4:0 x 1:5? x 2°25 = 2055. 

It has been established experimentally by different 
authorities that the core losses in revolving armatures are 
fairly proportional at ordinary working values for the 
relation ** watts per kilogram” in terms of flux density 
x ‘cycles per second where the latter product does not 
exceed a value of 360, but when this value is exceeded the 
losses increase to a greater extent. 

Then building the armature from best quality low loe 
materials the economical flux density can be estimated 80 
as to give K approximately 360, provided a density of 
14*0 kilolines is not exceeded, increased reluctance then 
being the limiting factor. 

Using Stalloy iron at B. = 14°0 kilolines, and at a fre- 
quency f of 16:6 cycles, the iron loss amounts to 21 watts 

Adding 22 watts to include windage, bearing, and brush 
friction losses, and 41 for total shunt loss, a total of 8 
watts for the constant losses is obtained. 

The next step is to proportion the armature windings t 
suit the required voltage and speed, and to determine the 
loading in amperes that will correspond to an 1°R loss d 
84 watts. 

Number of armature conds. = (v — IR) x 10% x flu 

in megalines 
= 21,000/16:66 x *94 = 1,344, with 28 slots == 48 per slot 
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Estimating the maximum area of the slot to conform with 
the uncorrected tooth density of 22°0 kilolines, 98 em.? per 
slot is obtained, and arranging the conductors 12 deep x 
4 wide, a depth of 15 mm. and width of 6:5 mm. 

Employing a slot lining 1 mm. in thickness, a space 
factor of 365 can be obtained, allowing a wire of 98 mm. 
diam. and 74 mm.? section to be used. 

Estimating the average length of one armature turn to 
be 68 cm., a total weight of 3:0 kg. of copper is obtained. 


Then amps. per mm.? per arm. cond. 


= J Wattejkg. x 225 = Vsd/3-u x z25 = 8702 
Total armature current = 3°52 x 74 x 2 = 5 2. 
Watts input to armature at 225 volta = 1,170 
Total losses, excluding shunt winding = 127 
Armature output at maximum efficiency = 1,043 
Total input to motor (including shunt) = 1,211 
Maximum efficiency ... ee Sus = 86% 


With three segments per slot, and eight turns per segment, 
the reactance voltage, as calculated by Hobart’s formula, is 
approximately 1:3 volts ; a much greater load could, therefore, 
be carried without sparking at the brushes. Calculations 
for temperature rise show that (where a maximum tempera- 
ture of 90°C.is permitted) a full-load rating of 1:25 to 1°35, 
according to the rated speed, above the point for maximum 
efficiency may be obtained, as follows :— 


Rated speed of machine, Maximum efficiency occurs at— 


500 r.p.m. 65 % of full load. 
1,000 r.p.m. 72 % of full load. 
2,000 r.p.m. 77 % of full load. 


Thus, it is seen that the condition of maximum efficiency 
at, ł load is readily obtained. 

In fig. 3 the full line curves have been plotted from the 
resulte of 36 separately worked designs prepared by the 
writer in accordance with the foregoing method for obtaining 
maximum efficiency. 
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Fia. 3.— EFFICIENCIES OF D.C. MACHINES OF DIFFERENT TYPES AND 
VARIOUS RATED OUTPUTS AND SPEEDS. 


These represent an average value between two and four- 
pole designs. Generally speaking, a slightly higher value is 
obtained when using two poles for a given rating, but an 
economy in weight is effected by the use of four poles ; but 
it may be accepted that for ratings ranging from 0'1 to 
10:0 kW, the difference in efficiency between two- and 
four-pole machines is immaterial. 


The results shown graphically by the curves in fig. 3 
establish the important fact that it is possible to design 
machines of considerably higher efficiency than is usually 
obtained commercially, which tends to prove that in most 
circumstances the first cost of the machine is the first 
consideration. 

In support of these figures it is mentioned that a small 
motor built on the lines indicated and rated at 100 watts 
at 1,000 r.p.m. gave a maximum tested efficiency of 67 per 
cent., the net weight being 36 lb. ; the cost for material was 
not excessive, but special care was taken in winding, &c. 
In order to emphasise the difference between what may be 
termed the ideal values for efficiency, and those obtainable 
from the majority of machines at present on the market, in 
fig. 8 the shaded area represents the limita of full-load 


efficiency, as observed in most of the machines manu- 
factured at the present time. 

The lower values (Grade II) can usually be attributed to 
the use of cast-iron magnetic systems in conjunction with a 
poor space factor in armature slots. This low value is 
sometimes unavoidable where very high flash volt testa are 
required by the purchaser. 

It will also be observed from these curves that high-speed 
machines are more efficient than those of a low rated speed. 
This condition holds good up to a point where the increase 
in rated speed occasions a reversal of flux through the 
armature of nob more than 60 cycles per second, corres- 
ponding to a speed of 3,600 r.p.m. for two-pole machines, 
and 1,800 r.p.m. for four-pole machines. 

At speeds above these limite the increased losses in the 
armature core tend to offset any advantage that is obtained 
by a reduction in copper losses, also considerations of arma- 
ture temperature rise may prevent working at the maximum 
efficiency. 


(To be continued.) 


AN AGREEMENT TO SERVE ABROAD— 
ITS LEGAL ASPECT. 


(From a LEGAL CONTRIBUTOR.) 


Many young English electrical engineers are tempted 
to go abroad; to forsake the land of their birth and 
take up employment in some one or other of our great 
dependencies. Some are even lured into the service of 
persons or Governments in foreign countries. 

The tide of this special form of emigration has been 
flowing very strongly since the war, and it is still flow- 
ing. The present outlook in these islands is not 
altogether hopeful for the young and energetic; for the 
man who wants to get on by his own exertions. '' Better 
fifty years of Europe than a cycle of Cathay. So run 
the old lines; yes !—But they were written before every- 
thing had been turned upside down in a European con- 
flagration. 

But zeal to travel on the road to victorious fortune 
should be tempered with discretion. A job in the 
Colonies or elsewhere abroad must not be rashly ac- 
cepted. The salary offered may be high and the pro- 
spects inviting, but it is necessary to scrutinise with 
particular care the terms upon which the services are 
to be rendered. To reduce an agreement to writing is 
at all times expedient. It is doubly necessary to do so 
when the parties who have entered into the arrangement 
are to be far apart. 

Let us first briefly enumerate the points to which 
attention inust be directed in drawing up such an 
agreement. The salary, when and where and how it 
is to be paid; who is to pay travelling and other ex- 
penses ; for what period the service is to endure; whether 
it can be put an end to by either party. and if so, 
what notice is necessary ; how disputes are to be settled ; 
according to what currency remuneration is to be paid ; 
and whether there is to be any restrictive covenant pre- 
venting the engineer practising in the same place for 
a stated period after the termination of the contract. 


Al these questions have to be carefully considered. 


It should be mentioned, in the first place, that a 
written agreement is absolutelv essential in certain 
cases. Thus a contract of service which is not to be 
performed within the space of one vear from the making 
thereof must be in writing. 

So it has been decided that a contract to serve for 
one year, the service to commence on the second day 
after that on which the contract is made, is a contract 
not to be performed within a year (Britain r. Rossiter, 
1879, II. Q. B. D., 128). It may be mentioned, how- 
ever, that where there is a contract to serve for one 
year, the service to commence on the day next after 
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that on which the contract is made, this is not a con- 
tract which is not to be performed within a year (Smith 
v. Gold Coast and Ashanti Explorers, Ltd., 1903, 
I. K. B. 538). 

We may assume, however, that in the ordinary case 
of an engineer taking an appointment at a yearly 
salary, without the duration of the employment being 
mentioned, the agreement must be in writing. 

As to the salary, the time and place of payment of 
instalments should be specified. Where it is a lump 
sum payable by quarterly instalments, the instalments 
can be recovered as they fall due. So where a man was 
employed as consulting engineer for £500, payable in 
equal quarterly instalments for 15 months to complete 
certain works, and he died after two instalments had 
become due, but before the work was finished, his 
administrator was held entitled to recover the two in- 
stalments (Stubbs v. Holywell Railway Co., 1867, L.R. 
2 Ex. 311). 

All expenses other than living expenses should be 
provided for in the agreement. In going abroad to 
take up a post heavy travelling expenses will be in- 
curred. "These should be provided for by a payment 
in advance. If the climate is unhealthy, malaria or 
other diseases may add very materially to the cost of 
living—or trying to live. In these circumstances the 
question whether the salary is to continue during in- 
capacity caused by illness is one which should certainly 
be settled beforehand. 

Again, the expenses of travelling both out and home 
should be arranged for; care being taken to provide 
specially for the travelling expenses of the servant's 
wife. Although he may not be married at the date 
he signs the agreement, he may possibly find a wife 
before his term of service comes to an end, and he may 
not want to leave her behind when he comes home! 

The length of notice requisite to terminate the con- 
tract is a matter which should be carefully considered 
before the agreement is signed, inasmuch as the position 
of an engineer in a foreign country who is suddenly 
dismissed is deplorable to a degree. He ought to insist 
on being given such a length of notice that it will be 
impossible for him to be left stranded. Service is 
usually determined by notice, and the question is: 
What notice must be given? When the hiring is a 
yearly hiring it cannot in general be put an end to by 
either party before the end of the year. If, therefore, 
on the one hand, a master wrongfully dismisses his 
servant during the year the servant may maintain an 
action against him for such wrongful dismissal, and 
a jury might assess the damages at the amount which 
he would have earned had he been allowed to serve to 
the end of the year. 

A hiring at a salary of so much a year is a hiring 
for a year certain. So where a man was employed as 
engineer to the defendants at a salary of £500 a year, 
and was dismissed at a three months’ notice, he was 
held entitled to recover salary for the unexpired portion 
of the vear (Buckingham v. Surrey & Hants Canal Co., 
1882, 46 L.T. 839). 

It is clear, however, that where it is a question of 
foreign service, special care should be taken to provide 
for an adequate notice. Attempts are sometimes made 
by employers to obtain an option to dismiss at will. 
In Down v. Pinto, 1854, 9 Ex. 327, the defendant 
having established smelting works at Carthagena, in 
Spain, offered to employ the plaintiff as foreman, by 
letter, containing the following passage: I should 
require you to enter into an agreement to remain with 
me for at least three years at my option. Salary £250 
per annum." It was held that this did not enable the 
defendant to put an end to the service at his will, but 
that it was a vearly hiring, with an option for the 
defendant to require the plaintiff's services for three 
years, or put an end to it at the expiration of the first, 
second, or third year. 

Care should be taken to make the right to give notice 
reciprocal— that is, to enable the engineer to say: “I 
want to go” within a certain period. This is the more 


important, because & yearly servant, wrongfully quit- 
ting his master's service, forfeits all claim to wages 
for that part of the current year during which he served, 
and cannot, after having wilfully violated the contract, 
claim the sum which his wages would have amounted 
to had be kept his contract. 

The importance of making provision in the contract 
for notice to quit was emphasised in a case (Baker r. 
The African Association) which was heard on January 
20th, 1910, in the King’s Bench. A man was engaged 
to go to Calabar, on the Gold Coast, as a clerk, at a 
yearly salary. The agreement provided that if he failed 
to give satisfaction to the employers’ agents, or absented 
himself from his duties, &c., the agent might summarily 
dismiss him, in which case he would have no claim for 
his passage home. He was under covenant not to trade 
within 30 miles of Calabar for two years after the 
termination of his employment, subject to a penalty 
of £100. On his returning to England he was suddenly 
dismissed, no reason being assigned, The clause as 
to the duration of the service provided as follows: 
The said A. (meaning the clerk) shall, as from the 
date of leaving Liverpool for Africa, become and, sub- 
ject as hereinafter prescribed, continue for two years, 
or until the date of his leaving Africa, in the service 
and employment of the said employers as clerk . . . at 
Calabar . . . provided always, however, that the em- 
ployers may at any time hereafter, at their absolute 
discretion, terminate this engagement at any earlier 
date than specified if they may desire to do so." It 
was held that under this clause the employers had an 
absolute discretion to fix an earlier date for the termina- 
tion of the agreement than the two years, but that the 
clause did not give them an absolute discretion to dis- 
miss Baker summarily within the two years without 
giving him a reasonable notice. 

With regard to settlement of disputes it is most de- 
sirable that the agreement should clearly indicate the 
law or system of laws according to which they are to 
be adjusted. People sometimes have a prejudice 
against the mere mention of the word ‘‘ dispute” in 
an agreement; but disputes must and will occur, and 
when they do it is eminently satisfactory for an English- 
man at least to have them adjusted according to the 
law of his own country. 

It may be mentioned that if the employer is a 
foreigner there is (generally speaking) very little dift- 
culty in getting him to accept & clause providing for 
the settlement of disputes in accordance with English 
law. [t is said, indeed, that some foreigners have 
more confidence in Enelish judges than thev have in 
those who administer the law in their own countries. 

Finally, there should be no room for doubt—especi- 
ally in these days—as to the currency in which the 
proposed salary is to be paid. It may be said that 
the amount of his“ screw“ 
for a job abroad will inquire about; but he should have 
it fixed and set down in writing. Litera scripta manet; 
vor audita perit. And while on this subject a cur- 
rency—if one may venture to drop a hint upon a ques- 
tion of general rather than legal interest—it is well 
to bear in mind that '' rates of exchange " mean very 
little unless they are considered in relation to the cost 
of living. ‘To hear that you are to have a salary of 
£2,000 a vear in a country at the back of the beyond. 
where the exchange is said to be in your favour, may be 
verv attractive; but the attraction begins to wear ofi 
when vou arrive at the place to find that the cost ‘of 
living is four times what it was in old England! 

Finally, we have to consider the question of restric- 
tive covenants. A restrictive covenant prevents a man 
entering into competition with his late employers after 
the service comes to an end. If it is unreasonable. 
whether as to time or space, it will not be enforced. 
but it is not easy to show that a covenant is unreason- 
able. No engineer should sign an agreement with 8 
restrictive covenant if he can possibly avoid it. It max 
be mentioned, however, that it has lately been decided 
that a man who is wrongfully dismissed need net 
observe the restrictive covenant to which he was subject. 
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NEW ELECTRICAL. DEVICES, 


FITTINGS AND PLANT. 


Readers are invited to submit particulars of new or improved devices and apparatus, which will be published 
if i of sufficient interest, 


A New Printing Press Controller. 


We recently had the pleasure of inspecting a new type of 
printing press controller at the Vauxhall Works of the 
ELECTRICAL APPARATUS Co., LTD., South Lambeth Road, 
London, S.W.8. The gear under review, as will be seen 
from fig. 1, is motor operated, the firm having employed for 


the purpose a machine of the standard type as fitted in its 
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Fic. 1.—A MOTOR-OPERATED PRINTING PRESS CONTROLLER. 


well-known motor controllers of the Navy pattern. The 
motor functions at slightiv over half its normal capacity, so 
that there is a liberal overload capacity, and provision has 
been made for varying its speed and, consequently, the rate 
of insertion or cutting out of resistance in the main motor 
circuit; the inching speed can also be varied to suit require- 
ments. ‘The device, which has been designed to control 
printing presses, but may with equal success be used in con- 
junction with machine tools and suchlike machinery, is 
robustly but neatly constructed, and it may be bolted on the 
wall or placed in any other convenient position, its function 
being controlled by means of push buttons, which may be 
located wherever desired. ‘The buttons are five in number, 


namely, start," '' stop," “ low speed," high speed," and 
one for "'inching," and they are all fitted with magnetic 
blow-outs. Any one of the five buttons on being depressed 


acts as the master button until released, so that none of the 
others will function if depressed in the meantime, except, 
of course, the stop ' button. After having seen the con- 
troller in operation, we must congratulate the makers on 
having produced such a neat and serviceable design; the 
device certainly appears to do all that 1s claimed for it. , 


A New Repulsion Induction Motor. 


The Electrical News describes a new single-phase motor of 
the repulsion start, induction type, which has recently been 
produced by the Rospins & Myers Co. This motor 
is furnished for services which require high starting 
torque with low starting current. The motor starts as a 
repulsion motor. At full speed a centrifugal device operates, 
short circuiting each' commutator bar and lifting the brushes, 
thus avoiding unnecessary wear. The action of this 
device is positive, and does not depend upon play of the 
armature to push the brushes from the commutator. The 
interior of the motor is protected by ventilated enclosing 
heads, a removable cover being provided on the commu- 
tator end for inspection of the commutator and brushes. The 
end head at the commutator end is marked for the three 
positions of the brush rocker arm which give clockwise and 
counter-clockwise rotation and neutral. The average starting 
torque from rest is 350 per cent. of full load torque and the 
average starting current is 300 per cent. of full load current. 
The motor will bring up to normal speed a load of from 11 to 13 
normal full load. The maximum running torque is over 200 
per cent. of full load torque. This motor is at present fur- 
nished in J h.p. size only, but other sizes ranging from 1 to 
lh.p. will soon be in regular production. 


A New Bonding and Earthing Clip. 


Messrs. LEOPARD Bros., 81, Micheldever Road, Lee, S.E.12, 
have sent us a sample of a new form of earthing and bonding 
clip designed by them. — The chief novelty of the clip, fig. 2, 
lies in the gripping of the earth wire in the bight of a loop of 
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Fic. 2.—A New BONDING AND EARTHING CLIP. 


* 


copper tape. This is a much safer arrangement than the mere 
retention by a screw or bolt head. The perforations in the 
copper tape enable one size of clip to be adapted to several sizes 
of conduit or metal sheathing. The design is protected by a 
provisional patent. 


A Novel Electric Vehicle. 


The accompanying illustration, fig. 3, was reproduced from 
a photograph of a unique little electric vehicle which has 
been specially designed for the use of town shoppers and 
invalids. It is known as the Lewis Electric Sedan, and its 
leading features are the ease with which it can be controlled, 
moderate speed, and low operating cost, which is said to 
àmount to only one halfpenny per mile. It is without doubt 
one of the lightest and neatest machines on the road, and 
without passengers it turns the scales at 64 cwt. As 
will be seen, it 1s of the 3-wheel type, and will accommodate 
two passengers who are completely protected from wind and 
rain. There are no foot pedals at all. One lever controls 
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Fic. 3.—A LEWIS ELECTRIC SEDAN. 


the operating switch and at the same time works a brake 
fitted to the rear wheel. A second brake is operated by means 
of Bowden wires which are attached to the tiller steering 
arm. The propelling energy is furnished by a battery of 
Tudor accumulators which is large enough to enable the 


vehicle to run. it is claimed, a distance of 50 miles on one 


charge, the speed attainable being about 10 m.p.h. 
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A New Electric Vulcaniser. 


We have received particulars of a new electrical vulcaniser 
for rubber tires from Mr. T. H. WARBURTON, 81, Cannon 
Street, E.C.4. The apparatus (fig. 4), which is designed for 
connection to an ordinary lighting supply of 100, 150 or 250 


Fia. 4.—AN ELECTRIC. VULCANISER. 


volts, consists of a heating element contained in an aluminium 
case. A shaped wooden block is placed under the tire, and 
the bottoin of the aluminium container is formed to fit over 
the top of the tire and the two are braced together by a steel 
bar and bolts and wing nuts. An opening in the top of the 
case permits the insertion of a thermometer, which is specially 
calibrated to indicate when the correct temperature 1s reached 
for various kinds of repairs. It 1s possible with this device to 
vulcanise parts of an outer tire cover without removal of the 
tire. The illustration is reproduced from the motor. 


An Electric Egg Tester. 


We have recently received inquiries regarding electrical 
egg testers, and the description given by the Toronto Electrical 
News of a tester recently put on the market by the Stumpp 
and Walter Co., of New York, may be of interest. The ap- 
paratus consists of a box containing a dry battery and a small 
lamp. A cylindrical hood projects from the top of the box, 
and the lamp circuit is closed by placing an egg upon the 
top of this hood. The battery is capable of holding out for 
the testing of between 15 and 90 thousand eggs, and so 
running charges are negligible. 


EXPORTS AND IMPORTS OF ELECTRICAL 
GOODS FOR MAY, 1921. 


CoMPARED with the previous month, there was an inorease of about 
20 per cent. in the total value of exports during May. A alight 
decrease occurred in the import figure, while the total value of 
re-exported goods fell by approximately 44 per cent. The most 
prominent item in the export figures is that of " submarine tele- 
graph and telephone cable," which was twice that of the previous 
month. Increases also occurred in the export values of meters, 
traction motors, and telegraph aud telephone instruments and 
apparatus; noticeable falls took place in respect of exported glow- 
lamps and insulated wire. As regards imported goods, unenumerated 
electrical goods and machinery experienced a decline. but this was 
balanced by increases in most of the other items. The fall in the 
value of re-exports was occesioned chiefly by a large drop in the 
item of meters. 


VALUES OF ELECTRICAL EXPORTS AND IMPORTS FOR 


MAY, 1921. 
Exports. Importa. Re-exports. 
Electrical goods and apparatus £174,649 343,021 £7,999 
(unenumerated) 
Insulated wire ... eee TT 818,537 13,042 956 
Glow lampe re - 889 46,798 25,998 134 
Aro lamps and parts... "T 3,193 2,922 — 
Batteries eee eee eee eee 71,908 5,941 — 
Meters T eee aes eee 46,727 14,936 2,685 
Carbon 3,134 8,544 39 
Electrical machinery : — 
Railway and tramway motors ... 33,695 — — 
Other motors and generators ... 251,649 — — 
Electrical machinery (unenu- 174, 281 93,622 1.377 
merated) : 
Switchboards (not telegraph or 16,826 3,115 — 
telephone) 
Telegraph and telephone cable 
and material :— 
Telegraph and telephone wire 128,075 5,155 — 
and cable (not submarine) 
Submarine telegraph and tele- 807,090 — — 
phone cable 
Telegraph and telephone instru- 171,642 28,347 2,829 


menta and apparatus 
Totals... 


e» 2,243,204 £244,643 £16,019 


THB "GLO-CLAD" WIRING SYSTEM. 


IN the past we have described many wiring systems each 
possessing its distinct features and advantages, although all 
have much in common. The same may be said of the Glo- 
clad " system designed by Messrs. W. T. Glover & Co., of 
which some particulars are given below. 

It is claimed that the ‘* Glo-clad ° system fulfils all the 
requirements expected of an efficient installation, that is, it 
is watertight, gastight, acid-proof, and electrically continuous: 
in addition, it is said of the system that the important item 
of cost, which includes maintenance, bears comparison with 
that of systems requiring less initial outlay. 

The '' Glo-clad ’’ system is an open one. The cables are 
rubber insulated and protected by a sheath of lead alloy which. 
while of comparative hardness, is ductile enough to permit 
of its being readily bent. These cables are made up with one 
or two cores as required, each conductor consisting of 3 /. 5 
in. wires, the twin cable being designed primarily for a.c. 
circuits. The junction box is of cast iron into the outleta of 
which brass glands are screwed. These glands bear an internal 
thread and the metal sheath of the incoming cable is screwed 
to fit into the gland; a packed lock-nut holds the gland in 
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Locknut in final positon. 


Fia, 1.—FiNar, Position or GLAND (SECTION). 


position, and prevents the access of moisture. Fig. 1 shows 
in section the arrangement described, and fig. 2 gives a plan 
view of a fitted 4-way junction box. It will be seen from the 
view of the box that the wires are bunched into connectors 
which are completely enclosed in porcelain, and this rests 
upon a porcelain base. The joint between the box and it 
lid is of the tongue-and-groove type, and is made up wit 
watertight packing and secured by four screws. 

' The cables are ordinarily run upon wood strip— where this 
can "be screwed to ceilings and walls. In the case of steel 
girder roofs a special steel tray is employed. Fig. 3 shows 
these systems in use, both steel tray and wood strip; a water- 
tight switch specially designed to suit the system is also 
seen in this illustration. A very useful tool supplied with 
this system serves a three-fold purpose. It takes the shape 
of a pair of pliers, but the head is divided into three parts, 
one for cutting the sheath of single Glo-clad ° cable, one 
for cutting the twin cable, and a centre part for stripping 
the rubber insulation from the conductors. 


PORCELAIN BASE 


Porcecam Cap 
Cows rte: 


CABLE CONNECTOR 
OSED IN FORCI 


J.— Voun-way JUNCTION Box. 


lu. 


** Glo-clad " 
system is. briefly as follows: The cable supporting strips. 
wood or steel, are first fixed in position, and then the junc 


The method of procedure in installing the 


tion boxes and switches are fixed. ‘The cables are then run 
along the supports, six feet or so being left unclipped tem 
perarily on either side of each joint or terminal, and sufficient 
slack allowed for easy handling and connecting. The lock- 
nuts upon the glands are run back to the hexagon head. and 
the gland is screwed well into the box. 'The cable end 5 
then trimmed and screwed with a special die which enable 
the correct length of thread to be gauged. The interwf 
porcelains are removed from the box, and the cable 5 
threaded through the gland. The cable ia pulled home % 
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that no slack is left outside the box, and the correct position 
of the cable within the gland is thus assured. The gland is 
then unscrewed from the box and thereby screwed on to the 
threaded cable, and the locknut is brought up into position 
against the end of the box socket. The connections are then 
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made, and the porcelains put into position. Special lids for 
the boxes have been designed to meet various lighting re- 
quirements. Other fixtures are multiple switch boxes con- 
taining three or five switches in one case, combined switch 
and distribution boxes, and distribution boxes with fuses 
mounted on hinged bars enabling them to be swung out for 
inspection or replacement. 


ELECTRICAL DEVELOPMENT IN JAMAICA. 


THE Kingston correspondent of The Times Trade Supplement 
says that two exhaustive reports on the subject of hydro-elec- 
tric supply and the electrification of the Jamaica Government 
Railway have been presented to the Legislative Council for 
consideration this year. | 

Mr. H. Howard Humphreys, who visited the island during 
1920 and made an investigation on behalf of the Colonial 
Government, deals with four rivers in the central portion of 
the island in his report. These streams conform to the neces- 
sary stipulations, and he points out that in normal times 
their development would have been & comparatively cheap 
matter as no impounding dams and other expensive works 
are necessary; the pipe and conduit lines are short, while the 
fall, volume of water, and constancy of flow are satisfactory 
within the required limits of power. As the pipelines and 
conduits will be laid north and south, there does not appear 
to be any grave risk from earthquake shocks in the locality. 
Owing to the possibility of earthquake damage and for other 
reasons, it is desirable to avoid the eastern end of the colony. 

The estimated cost of the works projected with steel at its 
present high price, and on the assumption that the pipes are 
purchased in the United Kingdom, is £420,450. Should the 
pipes be purchased in the United States together with rein- 
forcing steel, a saving of £18,000 is anticipated. The esti- 
mates provide for the whole of the engineering work from 
the intakes to the turbine inlets and other charges. 

Seven transformer sub-stations are recommended on the 
two main sections of the railway at a cost of £160,000, rang- 
ing from 500 to 1,500 kW. For overhead trolley, feeder, trans- 
mission, and telephone and telegraph lines the cost is esti- 
mated at £800,000; and for the purchase of 21 electric loco- 
motives, at £273,000. The cost of the whole enterprise ib 
placed at £1,970,240. 

Mr. Humphreys's report was referred to Messrs. Preece, 
Cardew & Rider, who advised the Crown Agents that in the 
first instance three power stations should be provided with 
13,000 water h.p. or 7,280 kW; power would also be available 
for industrial and lighting purposes. With a plentiful supply 
available, the question of irrigation should receive more 
attention. as pumping schemes, which have hitherto been 
too costly, could undertaken. Direct current is recom- 
mended for the railway. 

The consulting engineers are convinced that the rivers tested 
are sufficient to give power to operate the railways and leave 
a considerable margin for other purposes; development of 
the rivers would render the island practically independent 
of the coal supply,for power purposes; the island would thus 
become self-supplying. Electrification of the railway would 
bring about considerable improvement in the passenger and 
traffic services, while a supply of electrical energy at reason- 
able rates should encourage the development of new industries 
and add to the general prosperity of the island. | 


LEGAL. 


AN IRISH ELECTRICITY AGREEMENT. 


AT Carrick-on-Shannon Quarter Sessions, before Judge Brown, 
an interesting case was listed, in which Messrs. Telford, Grier 
and McKay, electrical engineers in that town, but having an 
office in Glasgow, sought to recover from consumers amounts 
due for electric lighting supply. 

It apeared that, by an agreement between the company and 
the Carrick-on-Shannon District Council in 1917 for the public 
lighting of the town and the pumping of the water supply, it 
was provided that the rate per unit to private consumers should 
be 6d. for light up to a certain amount, and then 3d. The 
company found that it could not continue supply at these 
rates, and proposed to charge 9d. per unit. Business houses 
and other private consumers refused to pay this increased rate. 

For the company. Mr. Gillespie held that the company could 
not, and should not, be asked to supply at a loss. Notice of the 
increased charge had been duly served, and instead of refusing 
to take the supply the parties had gone on using power. His 
view was that the District Council had no power to make an 
agreement on behalf of private consumers. 

His Honour decided to give a decree for each amount, as 
claimed. He was of opinion, with Mr. Gillespie, that the 
Council had no power to make such an agreement. If private 
consumers had signed the agreement it would have been a 
different matter. 


Bastian ELECTRIC Co., Lp. 


THE petition of W. F. N. May and Another for an order for 
the compulsory liquidation of the Bastian Electric Co., Ltd.. 
was before Mr. Justice P. O. Lawrence in the Companies’ 
Winding-up Court on Tuesday (June 14th). 

Mr. DicHton PolLLOcR, for the petitioners, said it stood over 
for 14 days to see if anything could be done to pay off the 
claim. Certain negotiations were going on, he thought, which 
might result in a settlement. He therefore asked for another 
week's adjournment. 

This was granted. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters received by us after 5 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the following week. Correspondents should forward their communi- 
cations at the earliest possible moment. No letter can be published 
unless we have the writer's name and address in our possession, 


Electric Light Wiring Systems. - 


With reference to the recent discussion in your columns. I 
am enclosing herewith a few eamples of cab tire cable which 
has been in use for about three or four years. 

It was run on porcelain insulators in the open air, but was 
protected from the direct effects of the sun and weather by 
a roof. The wires were kept from 2 in. to 3 in. apart. 

In the majority of cases it has failed at bends and also 
underneath the insulators. 

I may add that it was immune from steam rollers. 


Wireman. 
June 10th, 1921. 


[Some of the faults take the form of cracks in the sheath- 
ing at bends; other samples show unmistakable evidence of 
severe local overheating. Apart from these features, the 
sheathing appears to be in its normal condition.—Eps. ELEC. 
REv.] 


An abstract of the above paper by Mr. F. T. Alldread, and 
of the discussion on the same, published in your current issue, 
refers so frequently to C.T.S. wiring, and in some cases with 
such a lack of knowledge of the subject, that we trust you 
wil allow us to deal with the matter in your columns as 
briefly as possible. | 

To begin with. Mr. Alldread has invented & new name for 
C.T.S., namely, Hard rubber-cased V. I. R. wiring." We fail 
to see the need for rechristening this banda d aid of | 
cable, and would also point out that hard rubber 1s ost 
a standard phrase for ebonite, and so is likely to be misunder- 
stood, especially by American readers. Mr. Alldread etates 
that the sheathing cracks at a considerable period after in- 
stallation where the wires have been bent at a very sharp 
angle. This statement is hardly worth dealing with unless 
as a very exceptional case, in view of the fact that Mr. All- 
dread later states that he has no experience of cab tire cable! 

Mr. Garbett states that he had found serious difficulty witb 
cab tire cable at the ends, principally with regard to the risb 
of contamination with printers’ ink and rough usage. 

We know nothing about troubles from this, but are confident 
that C.T.S. will stand up to both items better than any other 
cable protecting material. 

Regarding the ends of cables where exposed to the elements, 
Mr. Garbett says he has never yet seen any system which 
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dealt with troubles from this exposure. He, therefore, must 
be una ware of the St. Helens corrosion- proof fittings, of which 
many thousands are in use, in corrosive and weather-exposed 
situations. 

Mr. Crowdy calls C. T. S. funny stuff," but does not explain 
where its humour comes in, except to state that some people 
prefer to use it and others refuse! 

He also states that the ends of C.T.S. cable are a serious 
matter with regard to the shrinking of the sheathing from 
fittings after erection. 

The only explanation we can give for such an exceptional 
experience is that the sheathing has been pulled too tightly 
down to the fittings mentioned, and later the rubber has been 
allowed to gradually ease back; but there should be no need 
for such an abuse of the elastic properties of the sheathing. 
We have had these works and offices completely fitted up with 
O. T. S. for power, lighting, heating, telephones, &c., during the 
past eight or ten years, with the main object of finding out 
any defects, but have been unsuccessful so far, even with 
regard to the shrinking peculiarity mentioned by Mr. Crowdy, 
nor have we heard of this before from any other user. 

Mr. Whitley states that the manufacturers of C.T.S. wire 
made a great mistake in recommending it for any or every 
purpose, and that though for certain purposes it was extremely 
useful, there were circumstances where it should not be used. 

It is à pity that Mr. Whitley did not mention these unusable 
circumstances to make his statement useful as well as merely 
vaguely detractory. 

We beg to reply that we do not recommend C. T. S. for any 
purpose for which it is in the slightest degree unsuitable. 
For instance, a letter appeared in your columns recommending 
C.T.S. as being best for hot situations, whereupon we imme- 
diately wrote to contradict this, so far as situations under 
considerable and continual heat are concerned. We also do 
not recommend C.T.S. for underground mains (as mentioned 
by Mr. Revell), as. although it is used for mains where sewers 
are the only available conduits, this is merely because there 
is no room in the road for other conduits to be put down, 
and no other type of cable would stand the conditions inside 
sewers. For ordinary mains work it is too expensive. 

In conclusion, may we euggest to compilers of papers on 
the very important and interesting subject of wiring, and to 
those who intend to discuss such papers, that if they are in 
anv doubt about O. T. S., on applving to this company they 
will receive full information as to its advantages and limita- 


tions. 
St. Helens Cable & Rubber Co., Ltd., 
J. H. C. BnookiNG, 
Warrington. General Manager. 


June 18th, 1921. 


{It should be remembered that the paper and discussion 
referred to were both severelv condensed before publication 
in our columns.—Eps. Exec. Rev.) 


` 


With reference to your report of the interesting discussion 
on various systems of wiring, I would like to make a few 
remarks. 

I have had 22 years of electrical wiring, and am conversant 
all systems. I will take the various systems in their 
order :— 

Screwed tubing, lead-covered paper-insulated,, lead-covered 
vulcanised rubber, wood casing. and cab tire. 

All the above systems are quite in order when installed in 
dry places. but are failures in exposed and damp atmospheres: 

You will notice I have omitted c.]. tubing. either with 
continuity grip fittings or nush-on fittings; neither of them 
are satisfactory. and I would prohibit them, as it 1s impossible 
to get a proper continuity job. 

Concealed Work.—Under floors and plaster, &c., you are 
reduced to fewer systems. Screwed tubing, lead-covered 
vulcanised rubber, lead-covered paper-insulated, cab tire. but 
not wood casing. 

For the past 18 months I have been acting as temporary 
installation inspector to a large Corporation electritity under- 
taking. and I can honestly say I have come across very few 
good jobs done in casing. Twenty years aco you would get 
splendid casing johs, but the wiremen of to-day don't or 
won't understand it. 

For all vertical runs behind plaster T would insist upon 
nothing else but heavy-gauge screwed steel tubing and fittings, 


* whatever the svstem: if lead sheathing is used, the tubing to 


be honded to the lead. 

Damn Situations.—I have tried every system. and have been 
reduced to two that have stood the test. namely, cab tire and 
vulcanised rubber and braided stranded wire run on bobbin 
insulators (not cleats), and bound with tar marlin cord. 

The various engineers were quite in order when they stated 
that the terminal ends of the cab tire split or reduced. leaving 
bare wires. I got over this difficulty by binding the ends 
with good qualitv adhesive Para rubber strip 4 in. diameter. 
In large works or warehouses, provided vou have plenty of 
ceiling height, h.d. stranded copper wire run on insulators for 
the line wire would he in order. For the above system I use 
a covered switches euch as the D. & S. or Premier 
make. | 

For a suitable cheap house wiring system I would recom- 
mend the B.I. & H. system of lead-covered paper- ingulated 


wire. but instead of using lead trays or boxes for jointing, I 
would suggest front recessed wood blocks and bottle wax or 
low-grade sealing-wax—not the wax recommended by the 
makers—and using the usual bonding clips for earthing. 

I have installed thousands of lights on tnis system, and have 
found it low both in cost of labour and material, also the 
insulation test is equal to wood casing and lasting. 

Regarding Stannos wire and other systems akin to it, they 
are quite all right on pressures up to 100 volte, but I would 
not handle them for higher pressures. 

G. Hough. 


Oldham. 
June 12th, 1921. 


Fire Prevention and the Insurance Companies. 


Your issue of the 3rd inst. contains a letter from Mr. E. W. 
Hubbard, who expresses the view that it is as much in the 
interest of insurance companies as of the public that the 
former’s fire loss ratio should be reduced, and he doubts the 
actuarial experience of any one who does not agree with him. 

I wonder if he has really thought the matter out. It may 
be worth while to provide him with material for thought. 

First of all—for it is best to proceed by easy stages—would 
it be in the interest of insurance companies if the risk of fire 
was eliminated altogether, if, in fact, the fire loss ratio was 
reduced to zero? The answer is in the negative. If there 
were no fire risks, there would be no fire insurance companies. 

Secondly, would it be in the interest of the insurance com- 
panies if the risk of fire was diminished by one-half or any 
other percentage one likes to name? The answer is still in 
the negative, for exactly the same principle applies. If the 
risk of fire is reduced, premiums tend to fall. It is true the 
fall may be prevented or delayed by the elimination of com- 
petition and other artificial bolsterings, but the tendency 
exists. 

Thirdly, since the fire loss ratio is the percentage of pre 
miums paid by the public which they receive back in payment 
of fire claims, the greater the percentage they receive back 
the better it is for them and the worse for the companies 
An abnormally low fire loss ratio means that the insurance 
companies are charging too much premium. That is the con- 
plaint as regards protected risks." The loss ratio is much 
too low. 

Fourthly, since the real concern of the insurance companies 
to-day is their expense ratio, reduced premium income hurts 
their most tender spot, for a reduced premium income means 
an increased expenses ratio. 

No one wants bureaucratic interference if it can be avoided. 
One would prefer to rely on the broad outlook, the public 
spirit, and the wise unselfishness of the giants who hold the 
insurance monopoly. If only these qualities were a little 


more apparent ! 
F. Collett. 


London. 
June 13th, 1921. 


Kinema Supply. 

In ‘‘ Lindsell v. Paignton Electric Light Co., Ltd..“ you 
reported in April, 1920, that Mr. Justice Bailhache’s decision 
was that the energy used for the motor generator . . mui 
be paid for at the lighting rate.” P 

I should be glad to know whether supply authorities gener- 
ally are charging the lighting, power, or an intermediate rate 


for this supply. 
C. Culmer Hodges. 
Dawlish Electricity Works. 
June 9th, 1921. 


[Supply authorities are not bound by the decision in the 
Paignton case; they can formulate any tariff they please for 
kinematograph theatres as a class of consumer. From dats 
that we collected in 1919 it appeared that practice was very 
variable, all three methods mentioned by our correspondent 
being in use.—Eps. Etec. Rev.] 


Wear of Rotary Converter Slip Rings. 


I was very interested to read in your issue of May 90tb a 
article by Koocaf " regarding uneven wear of slip ring 
on a rotary converter. While I agree with his suggestion. 
and also Mr. W. G. Stuart's remarks as to the transferen 
of metal from brush to ring or ring to brush, there 4 


think, another action taking place which has a greater effect 


The friction between two rubbing surfaces such as a slip ring 
and a brush varies according to the amount of current flown 
between them, being greater with a heavy current than with 
a small current, and consequently the amount of wear ¥ 
vary also. I am in charge of rotary converters where © 
angular distance between the brushes on the slip rings 5 
equal to the angular distance between the north and sou 

poles on the field of the machine. but still the flats form vt 
badly. They are ten-pole machines, and there are ten d 
places and ten hollows on each ring, thus proving that © 
other action is present. I think that if it could be pip 
to place two brushes, one each to correspond with s 
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and a south pole, and two more to correspond with positions 
between the poles (on a ten-pole machine that would mean 
two brushes 36 deg. apart and two more 36 deg. apart, but 
either 18 deg. or 54 deg. form the other pair), it would prac- 
tically do away with the uneven wear. The other alternative 
would be to provide some means of shiíting the brushgear 
round to a different position periodically, but I should prefer 
the first method myself. 
Bernard T. Smith. 
London. 
June 8th, 1921. 


The Lubrication of Ball Bearings. 


In fitting ball bearings to dynamos and motors there seems 
to be a divergence of opinion between various manufacturers 
as to the provision of lubricators, some being in favour of 
the use of a screw-down grease lubricator, and others fitting 
no lubricator whatever. 

Ball bearings require very little lubricant. I have found 
that a bearing properly washed out and packed with grease 
will give perfect service for at least a vear without attention. 
It is desirable that a ball bearing should be thoroughly washed 
out at least once & year. 

If lubricators are fitted, the tendency, especially with un- 
skilled labour, is to fill them up with grease, or possibly oil, to 
such an extent that the surplus is frequently distributed over 
the commutator and windings. 

No doubt there are very good arguments in favour of 
fitting lubricators, and an expression of opinion by your 
readers, I am sure, would be of great interest to dynamo and 
motor manufacturers who standardise on ball bearings. 


J. C. Todman. 
London. 


June 9th, 1921. 


** Though One Rose from the Dead.” 


Several months ago I ventured to make a simple statement 
of fact which was not well received by some of your corre- 


BUSINESS 


spondents, and I now enclose a short report of a recent speech 
of Mr. Robert Fleming, at the meeting of the Investment 
Trust Corporation, from which I take the following remarks 
said to have been made by the late Lord Moulton :— : 

'" There is no prospect of cur being able to bear the burden 
of the future unless by advances in technology—the science 
of the industrial arts—we are able to produce better and more 
cheaply than our competitors.” 

Are there still any dissentients? 


June lith, 1921. 


W. H. M. 


The Grading of Mains Engineers. 


The correspondence on the above subject is very in- 
teresting, and no doubt our worthy brothers—Charge and 
Mains Engineere—have all grievances, but both of these gentle- 
men seem to forget the meter engineer, a grade which is not 
even mentioned in the Award 9,951, not the E.P.E.A. Award 
alone, because there are members ve onging to the E.T.U. as 
well as the E. P. E. A. Meters has been for years looked 
upon by the powers tbat be as an insignificant occupation, 
yet if probed in all its branches, it should rank with the 
charge and mains engineer. The whole question is involved by 
the fact that the Stoker Award 9,981 is too obscure. There 
should be & schedule laid down giving grades to all the 
technical staff; at present it gives great prominence to just. 
two or three grades. My 925 years' experience convinces me 
that the mains engineer should be recruited from the mains 
department, not from the generating station—that is, promote 
a mains foreman who, after all. is the man that should know. 
Do any of your readers know of any grading for the 


Meter Engineer? 
June 4th, 1921. | 


A PECULIAR PHENOMENON.—‘' H. E." desires to thank Mr. 
E R. C. Hadfield for his clear and interesting explanation of 
this. 


NOTES. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.—J. F. Lyons, electrical 
engineer, Front Street, Coneett, Durham.—The first meeting of 
creditors was held on June 8th at the Official Receiver's Office, 
Pearl Buildings, 4, Northumberland Street, Newcaatle-upon-Tyne. 
According to the statement of affairs the liabilities amounted to 
£1,208, against assets estimated to realise £529, or a deficiency of 
£679. No cash book had been kept by the debtor. He had 
entered into a contract under the Chester-le-Street housing scheme. 
The creditors decided to appoint Mr. A. E. Carr, of Newcastle, as 
trustee of the estate, with a committee of inspection. The public 
examination herein was fixed to be held on June 9th at the 
County Court, Westgate Road, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, but the debtor 
did not appear (by permission of the Official Receiver), and the 
examination was adiourned. 

T. P. PoLLIT & Co.. LTD.. electrical and mechanical engineers, 
Fish Dock Road, Grimsby. The following are creditors :— 

26 


Bates, J. G., ae m TEE. Pethers, Ltd. ss xs .. £26 
Edison Swan Elec. Co., Ltd... 1,808 Pilkington Bros. .. Us e 10 
Falk, Stadelmann & Co., Ltd... 18 Roberts & Jackson is oe 15 
Grimsby Tramways Co... - 18 Roberts, R. W.. 855 is 11 
Hildred, Geo. (Meters), Ltd. .. 22 Sisson, W., & Co., Ltd. es 21 
Hansdell & Co., Ltd e" 23 Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd, E 74 
Kaye & Sons "E sid és 81 Taskers Engineering Co., Ltd. 23 
Legal Insurance Co. 855 ee 19 Walker, R. C., Ltd. zd «s 12 
Morley & Co., Ltd. i .. 926 Reeves, A. R., ds ss - 15 
Napier Kimber, Ltd. .. 32 Smethurst, J. W.. ^ oe 77 
Nicholson Bros. .. ra ex 18 Pollitt, M. .. 908 25 


8. H. DOUGHERTY (Mersey Electrical Co.), electrical engineers, 
Liverpool.—Trustee (Mr. H. W. Bowler, 30, North John Street, 
Liverpool) appointed June 7th. 

ALFRED JOHN HARRISON, trading as the Xtra Lighting Co., 
4, 5 and 6, Old Market, Sunderland, Durham, eleotrical and gas 
engineer.—The adjourned public examination of this debtor was 
held recently at the Court House, John Street, Sunderland. He 
was questioned with reference to his financial affairs, and the 
examination was closed. 

R. B. HAND & Co., LTD., electrical engineers, 63, High Holborn, 
W.O.—In pursuance of the provisions of the Companies (Consoli- 
dation) Act, & meeting of the creditors of the above was recently 
held at the offices of Mr. Charles May, solicitor, 175. Lavender Hill, 
London, S. W. It was explained that the meeting had been called 
as the shareholders had passed a resolution in favour of voluntary 
liquidation, and had appointed Mr. P. J. Hooper, of 53, The 
Broadway, Wimbledon, S. W., as liquidator. According to the 
statement of affairs presented. the liabilities totalled £3,952, while 
the assets comprised stock, fixtures, and fittings, amounting to 
£1,942, which were estimated to realise £1,096. The liquidator 


stated that he had not been able in the time at his disposal to pre- 


pare any figures regarding the trading, and he could not give a 
detailed account of how the deficiency had arisen. The company 
was registered nearly two years ago with a nominal capital of 
381,000. The issued capital amounted to £800. The creditors 
passed a resolution asking the company to appoint Mr. W. J. 
Osborn, of Messrs. Corfield & Cripwell, I.A., Balfour Honse, Fins- 
bury Pavement, E.O., as the joint liquidator of the company, 
together with a committee of five of the principal oreditors. 


F. E. J. PADMORE, electrical contractor, Marlborough Road, 
Nuneaton.—The public examination was held at the Coventry Bank- 
ruptoy Court on Monday last before Mr. Registrar Kirby. The 
statement of affairs showed liabilities £211, assets nil. Debtor 
stated he commenced business in November, 1918, with £5 
capital. The causes of failure were keen competition and loss 
of trade through the strike, and also illness, The examination 
was closed. 

T. HARDMAN, electrician, Rawtenstall.—First meeting, June 21st 
at the Official Receiver's offices, Manchester. Public examination, 
July 15th, at the Public Hall, Rochdale. 

O. T. Stanton (SOUTHERN ELECTRIC ENGINEERING Co.), 
electrical engineer, 25, Beckenham Road, Penge.—Lest day for 
proofs for dividend, June 29th. Trustee, Mr. T. Gourlay, Official 
Receiver's Offices, 132, York Road, E. O. 1. 


Dissolutions of Partnership.— E. E. CLARKE & Co., 
electrical engineers and contractors 4, Alhambra Buildings, 
Morecambe. — Messrs. E. E. Clarke and H. Schofield have dissolved 
partnership. Mr. Clarke will attend to debts. 

WILLIS & SHAW, electrical engineers, 37, Haley Hill, Halifax.— 
Messrs. H. Willis and S. Shaw have dissolved partnership. Mr. 
Willis will attend to debts. | 

FOWLER & JONES, electrical engineers, 14, Menzies Street, Liver- 
pool.—Messrs, H. Y. Fowler and A. E. Jones have dissolved 
partnership. Mr. Fowler will attend to debts and continue the 
business. 

HENRY JONES & Co., electrical and general engineers, 80 and 49, 
Ebury Mews, Ecoleston Street, S. W.—Meears. H. Jones and N. A. 
Usmar have dissolved partnership. Debts will be attended to by 
Mr. Jones, who will continue the business under thesame style. 


Trade Anuouncements.—Mn. S. Berrs, lately with 
Messrs. J. H. Winter & Co., of Bristol, has commenced business as 
an electrical engineer at 63, Oxford Street, Weston-super-Mare, 

Messrs. Perry, SAVAGE & Co., electrical engineers, have com- 
menced business at 28, Conway Street, Birkenhead. 

MkssgpS. Boorn & BOM FORD, LTD, electrical engineers, have 
removed to 22, St. Andrews Crescent, Cardiff. Telephone number, 
1466. Telegrams, '" Induction, Cardiff.” 

Messrs, WILLIAMS, PELL X BARBRINd, Old Serjeants’ Inn 
Chambers, 5, Chancery Lane, W.C. 2, have been appointed sole 
agents for the United Kingdom for the sale of electrical 
machinery and apparatus made by the Heemaf Co., of Hengelo, 
Holland. | 

ALLIED NATIONAL CORPORATION, LTD., engineers and export 
merchants, of 34, Great Tower Street. inform us that after 
June 25th their address will be 72-74, Victoria Street, S. W. 

Messrs, A. J. WRIGHT & Co., manufacturing electricians, 
have removed from 61, Eden Grove, Holloway, N., to 395, City 
Roed, E.C. 1. 

Mrssas. C. H. RUNNALLS, electrical engineers, of Sutton 
(Surrey), have removed their business from 6, St. Barnabea 
Road, to new premises in Grove Road. E 
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THE Forest CITY ELECTRIC SERVICES Co., LTD., of 39, Chapel 
Street, Salford, will on June 20th remove their offices and stores 
to new premises as under :—Offices, 10, Princess Street, Chester 
Road, Manchester; stores, 2 and 4, Cornbrook Road, Manchester. 
The telephone number will remain unchanged. 


Catalogues and Lists.— MESSRS. ANDERSON & BURGESS, 
122, Wellington Street, Glasgow.—A type-written stcck list of 
paper of various kinds. Priced. 

Messrs. RAYNER & HEALD, LTD., Duke Street, Derby.— Stock list 
of two- and three-phase squirrel-cage and slip-ring induction motors. 

THE PRIORY ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING Co., Bath Street, Bir- 
mingham.—An illustrated leaflet describing a new type of ceiling 
rose fitting. 

Messrs. W. J. BITHELL, LTD., Whitehall House, 29-30, Charing 
Oross, S. W. 1.—An illustrated booklet, dealing with automatic 
grabs for excavating, dredging and lifting. 

Messrs, W. T. GLOVER & Co., LTD., Trafford Park, Manchester. 
—List No. 14, describing in detail the Glo-clad" wiring system. 
Fall illustrations and prices are included, 

THE MIRBLEES WATSON Co., LTD., Scotland Street, Glasgow.— 
An illustrated pamphlet, giving particulars of surface-condensing 
plant installed in the Dalmarnock station of the Glasgow Cor- 
poration. 

MESSRS, WILLIAMS, PELL X BARING, Old Serjeants’ Inn 
Chambers, 5, Chancery Lane, W.C. 2.—A number of illustrated 
descriptive pamphlets dealing with the products of the Heemaf 
Co., of Holland, which include motors, switchgear, &c. 

, AUTOMATIC AND ELECTRIC FURNACES, LTD., 281-283, Gray's 
Inn Road, W.C. 1.—Heat Treatment Bulletin No. 28, The Heat 
Treatment of Carbon Tool Steel." This is a full, but condensed, 
description of tool-steel production, with details of the various 
processes, such as forging and rolling, full and short annealing, 
normalising, hardening and tempering. 

MESSRS. UNDERWOOD (MANCHESTER), LTD., 53, Brown Street, 
Manchester.—Leaflet No. 23, illustrating ‘‘ Moonstone" half-watt 
fittings (bowls). Priced. 

THE EDISON SWAN ELECTRIC Co., LTD., Ponders End., Middlesex. 
—List No. H H 2206, a comprehensive catalogue of electric fans for 
all purposes, with descriptions of special accessories such as 
automatic shutters, regulating resistances, oscillating bases, 
adapters, &c. Fully priced and well illustrated. 

ENGINEERING AND COLLIERY APPLIANCES, LTD.. Sheffield. — T wo 
leafleta giving particulars and prices of Ecal "hack-saw blades. 


Catalogues Wanted.— THE ScIENTIFIC ELECTRICAL 
WORKS, electrical engineers and instrument makers of Charlotte 
Street, Dublin, desire to receive catalogues from manufacturers of 
electrical machinery, apparatus, and accessories, &o. 

Messrs. HAMILTON X LIDDAMAN, LTD.. factors, of 12, Charing 
Cross Road, W.C. 2, will be pleased to receive catalogues and price- 
lists of electrical apparatus, accessories, cable, Kc. 


Book Notices.—'* Aluminium Facts and Figures." 68 pp. 
London : The British Aluminium Co., Ltd. Price 5s. net.—This is 
& new and revised edition of a pocket-book of great value to all 
who are connected with the use or supply of aluminium. Every- 
thing which it is desired to know about aluminium appears to be 
included. Full details of the physical, mechanical, and electrical 
characteristics of aluminium and ite alloys are given, and a com- 
parison is made in most cases with the equivalent properties of 
copper. Many details and directions for working are given, such as 
hammering, spinning, pressing, jointing, polishing, &c. Other parti- 
culars too numerous to mention are given in comprehensive tables. 

Scientific Paper of the U.S. Bureau of Standards No. 410, 
Thermal Expansion of Copper and Some of ita Important Alloys." 
£9 pp. Washington: Government Printing Office. Price 25 cents. 
—This publication gives data on the thermal expansion of 128 
samples of copper and its alloys of various compositions under heat 
treatment, mechanical treatment, &c, 

The Decimal Educator for June contains, inter alia, extracta 
from & memorandum by Mr. Harry Alloock on the importance 
of the adoption of the metrio system in this country for the 
development of foreign trade, and from a lecture by the hon. 
seoretary of the Decimal Association, Major G. E. M. Johnson, 
explaining the use of decimal costing methods in the offices of a 
Jarge engineering firm, It is published by the Decimal Association, 
price 6d. 

„The Technology Reports of the Tóhoku Imperial University, 
Sendai, Japan." Vol. II, No. 1. Pp. 40. Tokio: Maruzen Co., 
Ltd.—Included in this issue are “A Fundamental Study of 
Japanese Coal," The Energetics of Telephone Receivers," On 
the Discharge through an Aluminium-Cell Lightning Arreater,” 
and General Consideration of an a.c. Circuit with Periodically 
Variable Resistance,” | 


Credit for Mexican Importers.— The British Vice-Consul 
at Guadalajara, Mexico, reports that local merchants are showing 
great interest in the importation of United Kingdom manu- 
factures, but, the development of business is being seriously 
hindered by th» lack of standard types of credit allowed by United 
Kingdom firms to Mexican importers. He adds that United King- 
dom manufacturers and exportera do not seein to have the courage 
to make clean-cut credit propositions, while many send catalogues 
without prices and seem to hope that orders will ensue from corres- 
pondence.— Board ef Trade Journal, 


French Moulded Insulatlon. — With reference to the 
note appearing in our last week's issue under the above title, we 
are informed that the submarine accumulator box shown was made 
for the American Navy and not the British Admiralty. 


The Union of German Electrical Engineers.—The 
Central Union of the German Electrotechnical Industry held an 
ordinary meeting, under the presidency of Herr Carl von Siemens, 
in conrection with the electrical exhibition which took place at 
Essen at the end of May. After mentioning that the Union had 
advocated the maintenance of State control over the export and 
import trade, the general report stated that, as a consequence of 
the general improvement in the supply of raw materials, it was no 
longer of any importance for the Union to look after the interesa 
of members in procuring such materials, Negotiations were pro- 
ceeding with the organisations concerned;with regard to the price 
and conditions of delivery of porcelain and of transformer sheets, 
n new conditions would presumably be issued in the near 
uture. 

As to the situation of the question of reconstruction in France, 
Herr Henrich stated that ordera were to be expected in the early 
future from France for " weak current" installations, as it wa 
proposed to undertake the re-establishment of entire telegraph and 
telephone networks in the destroyed districts. Dr. Sieg, director 
of the Gottfried Hagen Accumulator Works, of Cologne- Kalk, 
mentioned in this connection that the aggregate sum of the 
deliveries devolving upon the German electrotechnical industry 
from the reparation demands “only amounted to 2,500,000,000 
marks,” of which 1,500,000,000 marks applied to telephone and 
telegraph installations. As a consequence, the re-establishment 
orders remained far behind the expectations.” Thus the impres- 
sion was gained that the French preferred to purchase at home, 
even if it were more costly to do 80. du | 

It was further mentioned that the Union of German Electrical 
Engineers (V.D.E.) had decided to discontinue, as from Ootober 1st, 
the use of substitute metals (iron, zino, &c.), because they are 
unprofitable. The Government, however, is considering a scheme 
for maintaining such substitutes, particularly aluminium. 


For Sale.—By direction of the Disposal Board, Mean. 
Bowling Bros. will sell by auction on June 28th and 29th at HM 
Dockyard, Pembroke Dock, and on June 30th at the Pembroke 
Airship Station, Milton, a quantity of machinery stores, inoludinr 
generating seta, motors, lamps, carbons, &c, For particulars se 
our advertisement pages to-day. 


Suggested Polish Credit Scheme,—At the Londo 
Chamber of Commerce, on June 14th, Mr. 8. Janicki, editor of th 
Polish Economic Bulletin, outlined a scheme for establishing Polis 
external trade by means of a Polish Industrial Credit Society. 
Mr. Janicki said that Poland was a wealthy country, but owing to 
the lack of guarantees, had been unable to gain the confidence of 
foreign merchants. To meet this need, a group of Polish manu- 
facturers had suggested the formation of an Association with head- 
quarters at Warsaw and a branch at Lodz. Only merchants and 
manufacturers owning real property in Poland would be eligible 
for membership, as the system of guarantees would be based upon 
the value of auch property. Mortgage bonds in dollars, sterling or 
French francs would be issued, charged upon this property. Such 
loans would not exceed, during the first five years’ working, 40 per 
cent. of the value of sites and buildings, or 50 per cent. of the value 
of plant and machinery, based on pre-war standards. The loans 
would be written off in periods of 15,20 or 25 years, a sinking fund 
for this purpose being commenced at the end of the first five yeart. 
The society would receive 7 per oent. interest on advances, and 
would pay 7 per cent. interest upon its bonds. The Polish Govern- 
ment would be responsible for the capital and interest of the 
society's bonds up to, it is understood, £ 20,000,000. 


Lead Report.—Messrs. James FORSTER & Co., in their 
report of June llth, say: — Closing prices yesterday were 
x23 28. 6d. for June and £22 12s. 6d. for September, agains 
£22 28. 6d, and £22, respectively, at the end of last week. Each 
day this week we have had an active and rising market up to 
Thursday, when the top prices paid were £23 78. 6d. for June and 
£23 for September. The intrinsic position of the metal—as we have 
pointed out for some time past — is very strong, in spite of the coal 
strike and consequent dislocation of business, .. Consumers in 
London and the provinces who have been in the market this week 
for prompt and June supplies have found none available except 
from refiners works (which means 208. premium on market values 
for " foreign ") or from public stocks." 


Living ou Capital.—At a luncheon of the National 
Association of Merchants and Manufacturers, last week, Lord 
Emmott, who presided, said that the recent war was much more 
exhausting and devastating than the Napoleonic wars. We were 
not yet on the high road to recovery, and were not getting our 
export trade back to any satisfactory extent. He was appalled by 
the apparent levity with which large classes of our people looked 
on the present state of affairs. The great industrial disputes in 
progreas at present meant that we wereliving on our capital. The 
quiet way in which these disputes were being borne was a gres 
tribute to the sanity of our people, but the fact of their existence 
and intensity showed a lack of realisation of the jeopardy in which 
the country stood industrially to-day. 

Sir Drummond Fraser said that the Financial Department of th 
League of Nations unanimougly decided, on May 31st, to recom 
mend the application of the international credita scheme for tb 
restoration of Austrian finances.  Oredit was the fundamenta! 
need, and the Ter Meulen scheme was the accepted solution. I 
left intact, the ordinary channels of trade and provided a reserva! 
of credit which oould be tapped by genuine traders. The econoom» 
restoration of Austria was the key of the whole situation, 
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German Interests in Sonth America, — Although 
through financial necessities the South American undertakings of 
the German Transmarine Electricity Co., of Berlin, were transferred 
about a year ago to the Compania Hispano-Americana de 
Electricidad, of Madrid, it should not be overlooked that the 
Germans have by no means lost interest in the great original 
undertaking which formerly represented a gold value of 
something like £12,000,000. The issue to German holders 
in exchange for their shares and bonds of shares and interest 
bonds in the new Spanish company has continued the indi- 
vidual proprietorship of the former and of the Swiss under- 
takings which are also concerned. But what is, perhaps, of 
particular importance to the Teutonic mind is the decision which 
was reached at the meeting of the Spanish company on May 3let 
to elect to the board of directors Dr. A. von Gwinner, E. Heinemann 
(Deutsche Bank), O. Olven (Berlin Electrical Undertakings Co.). 
and Dr. Salomonsohn (Disconto Gesellschaft). On this basis the 
continuation of the German hands and of German plant in the 
South American supply undertakings and tramways is a foregone 
conclusion. It would be of interest to hear what the Spanish 
electrical manufacturing companies and firms have to say on the 
question. If they formerly entertained any hopes of securing a 
good customer in the Compania Hispano-Americana, these expecta- 
tions will doubtless be dispelled by the addition of four German 
directors to the board of the company. 


A Telephone Charge Guide.—We have received from 
Messrs. GEO. W. WHEATLEY & Co., LTD., shipping agents, &c., a 
useful booklet which gives the charges for telephone calla from 
exchanges in the Inner London zone to exchanges within a 10-mile 
radius, and also to stations within a 25-mile radius. 


Foreign Trade.—Mav FIdURES.— The following are 
the values of imports and exports of electrical goods and 
machinery in May :— 


Ma y. 5 months, 1921. 
1921. Inc. or dec. Inc. or dec. 
IMPORTS, & & 3 
Electrical goods, &. 151,021 + 39,604 + 577,215 
Machinery ... eee. 1,073,697 — 444,142 — 1,283,044 
Electrical machinery 93,622 + 31,784 — 11,267 
EXPORTS. 
Electrical goods, &o. 1,783,579 + 718,389 + 2,760,335 
Machinery ... 4 6,923,072 +1,441,879 717,038,615 
Electrical machinery 459,625 + 314,601 + 1,351,641 
RE-EXPORTS. 
Electrical goods, &o. 14,642 — 1,271 + 75,505 
Machinery eco eee 90,650 = 66,417 —. 90,521 
Electrical machinery 1,377 — 1,409 — 6,558 


British Trade-Mark Applleatlons.— Below is a summary 
of the reoent applications for British trade marks in respect of 
goods and productions connected with the electrical trades and 
industries :— 

Magnavox. No. 411,317. Class 8. Electrical sound-amplifying 
devices, loud-speaking telephones, marine telephones, aircraft tele- 
phones, &. The Magnavox Co., 2,725, East 14th Street, Oakland, 
Cal., U.S.A. January 7th, 1921. 

Tucker. No. 408,083. Class 8. Electric switchboards. No. 
408,084. Class 13. Electrical devices, fittings, accessories, &o. 
No. 408,085, Class 16. Articles made wholly or partly of porce- 
lain or earthenware for electrical purposes. J. W. Tucker & Co., 
Ltd., King's Road, Hay Mills, Birmingham. September 23rd, 


1920. 

. Multi Frex. No. 413,588. Class 11. Portable high-frequency 
and cautery apparatus for curative purposes, Ernest J. Brad- 
brooke. trading as E. J. Bradbrooke, 14, Granville Place, London, 
W. March 19th, 1921. 

Spondella. No. 410.335. Class 50. Artificial filaments and 
fibres made wholly or principally from cellulose derivatives. 
British Cellulose and Chemical Manufacturing Co., Ltd., 8, Waterloo 
Place, London, 8.W. December 2nd, 1920. 

Turbolite. No. 409,005. Class 6. Electric generating machines. 
Henry E. Elrod Co, 220, Interurban Buildings, Dallas, Texas, 
U.S A. October 22nd, 1920. 

Three Star. No. 412,165. Class 8. Electrical accumulators 
(not for medical purposes), electric lamps, dry batteries, &c. John 
Abrahams & Co., 54, Redcross Street, London, EC. February 2nd, 
1921. 

Greenbat. No. 401,878. Class 22. Electric trucks. Greenwood 
and Batley, Ltd., 16, Great George Street, Westminster, S. W. 
March 15th, 1920. 

Wittonite. No. 413,750. Class 50. Insulating preparations, 
electrical. General Electric Co., Ltd., 67, Queen Victoria Street, 
London. March 24th, 1921. 


Eugineers' Continental Tonr.— Part of the investigations 
of the Engineering Trades Joint Committee, saya the Manchester 
Guardian, have been completed. The members include repre- 
sentatives of the Employers' Federation and of the Trade Unions, 
and their tour of Continental engineering centres has been a 
revelation of the etfixiency of the organisation of the trades in 
Belgium, Holland, and Germany, and the anxiety and willingness 


; to increate outputs. 


One of the objects, so far as the labour side is concerned. is to 


g obtain date u to the desirability of instituting generally a 44-hour 
ø week. Or te Continent it is noted that a 48-hour week is worked, 
į! and selling prices are much lower than ours. While British ship- 


pay 419 per ton for British ship-plates, Germany is sending 


7 ahip-ristes Holland for £6 10s. per ton. 


Tramway Workers’ Wages.—Conveued by the United 
Vehicle Workers, & conference of delegates representing tramway 
employés throughout the United Kingdom was held at the Central 
Hall, Westminster, on June 13th, to consider & proposal of the 
employers to reduce wages by 58. a week. Tram drivers, con- 
ductors, washers, and other workers in the yard affeoted by the 
scheme number in all some 150,000. No official statement was 
issued at the close of the conference, which lasted over four hours, 
but it is understood that arrangements have been made for a 
negotiating committee representing the workers to confer with the 
employers in London on Thursday (yesterday), with a view te 
reaching an agreement.— Daily Telegraph. 

In connection with this matter the Daily Herald states that the 
employers have not put into operation the recommendation 
of the Court of Inquiry, held in March last, that the wage 
5 existing in March should be stabilised until December 

Ist next. 


The Engineering Wages Dispute.— On Tuesday last both 
parties to the wages question in the engineering industry sat in 
full session to discuss means of agreement. The original proposals 
of the employers’ side were, a reduction of 38. per week as from 
June 16th, 1 further reduction of 3s. per week as from July 16th, 
and the cessation of payment of the Churchill 124 per cent. 
bonus in September. Against these proposala the Trade Unions 
put forward the following alternatives, which they intimated 
would be acceptable to their members :—A reduction of 6s. per 
week in time rates, and 15 per cent. in piece rates in two instal- 
ments—the 124 per cent. and 74 per cent. bonuses to remain. The 
employers would not entertain the idea of this arrangement, but 
modified their original terms by extending the period over which 
the reductions would be effected. The Unions replied that if the 
notices of reduction were suspended for a fortnight a ballot would 
be taken among their members upon these last proposals. Tothisthe 
employers would not agree, and a stoppage of work appeared probable. 
It was suggested that the employers’ proposals would be voted upon 
by the workers during the first fortnight of the closing of the works. 

On Wednesday Dr. Macnamara met representatives of both sides 
in the hope of averting a stoppage. 

As we go to press we learn that the employers have agreed to 
suspend their notices until the end of June, in order that a ballot 
of the employés may be taken. 


Tenders for Public Contracts iu Argentina.— The 
Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation at Buenos Ayres, in a 
report on the above subject. states that with regard to contracts 
for which tenders are invited locally, United Kingdom firms cannot 
tender direct but only through a properly accredited agent, or 
through a local merchant firm which takes over their quotation 
and tenders it in his own name. The invariable stipulation that 
tenders must be made on Argentine stamped paper and .be accom- 
panied by a deposit of 3 per cent. of the tender price. and further 
requirements, make necessary the final preparation of the tender 
locally and preclude firms from drawing up the tender in the 
United Kingdom for presentation in Argentina. 

United Kingdom firms who are not represented in Argentina, 
but who wish to be in a position to submit tenders, may care to 
arrange with the London office of sume Buenos Ayres firm to 
present their tenders. Names of suitable firms will be furnished 
on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. 

Should, however, the appointment of a firm in Argentina to act 
as their agent be preferred, the Department will be pleased to 
receive details of the requirements of United Kingdom firms for 
transmission to the Commercial Secretary for the usual inquiries.— 
Board of Trade Journal, 


Outings.— On June 11th, the Designs Section Staff of 
the G.P.O. Engineering Department went for their sixth annual 
outing. The party motored to Keston, where it divided up and 
spent its time, according to taste. in visiting various well-known 
places in the neighbourhood (they were aided by an admirably 
drawn-up guide). or rambling over the Common. After tea several 
photographs of the party were taken, and the return was made by 
a differ nt route. 

On June 4th about 90 of the staff of the electricity department 
of the Stepney Borough Council held their annual outing, pro- 


ceeding by char-à-bancs to Hindhead, where they were met by the 


borough electrical engineer and manager (Mr. Wm. C. P. Tapper, 
M. I. E E), and the chairman of the Electricity Supply Committee 
(Alderman Major C. R. Attlee, M. A.). Dinner was served at the 
^ ven Thorns Hotel, Mr. Tapper occupying the chair. The party 
then returned to the open air, and cricket, football, and rambles 
over the common and to Wagoners’ Wells were indulgedin. At 
5 p.m. an official photograph was taken, and tea was then partaken 
of. The return journey was made via Guildford, Leatherhead, 
Epsom, and South London. 


Gretna Factory to be Soid.—It was stated ate meetin 
of the Carlisle City Council, on June 14th, by Mr. Partric Kerr, 
who was a member of a recent deputation to the Government from 
Gretna, that the War Office hai decided to wash its hands of 


Gretna.“ and in all probability the factory would be handed over 


to the Disposals Board. The construction of the town of Gretna 
was one of the large enterprises of the Ministry of Munitions, 
which converted a peat bog, fringing the sea, into a veritable city, 
with cordite factories employing about 12,000 persons. The 
buildings and equipment cost £9.181,000, and the oost of working 
the factory for two years was £12,769,000. Extensive electrical 
plant and installations for lighting and power were laid down 
which have been described in our pages, 
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NOTES. 


Aberdeen, — Om FUEL. — Some interesting figures 
regarding the cost of adapting boilers to oil flring were given 
recently at a meeting of the Emergency Sub-Committee of the 
. Electricity Committee. It was estimated that the cost of con- 
verting one boiler was £700. Four hundred tons of oil per week 
would be necessary, and a tank with that capacity would have to 
be installed. The total cost of converting all the boilers and 
arranging for storage capacity would be at least £12,000. 

EXTENSIONS SANOTIONED.—The Town Council has received the 
consent of the Electricity Commissioners to extend the Corporation 
generating station by the installation of one 10,000-kW turbo- 
alternator set, two 36,000-lb. boilers, and the construction of the 
necessary buildings. 


Bath.—YEAR’s Workina.—The income of the elec- 
_ tricity undertaking for the year ended March 31st last was £25,495, 
as compared with £35,547 in the previous period. Working 
expenses amounted to £38,045, as against £28,888, leaving a gross 
balance of £7,450 (£6,659). The payment of capital charges 
absorbed £9,396, resulting in a net deficit of 31, 946, which 
compares favourably with a logs of £4,120 in 1919-20. It is stated 
that the increased revenue is due chiefly to insreased charges, and 
partly to increased consumption. The price per unit was raised 
during the year from 6}d. to 8d., and the number of units sold 
rose from 1,879,617 to 2,675,592. 3 


Bournemounth.—PRicE INCREASE.— The Bournemouth 
and Poole Electricity Supply Co. hae notified the Council that the 
following increased scale of charges for power is in operation as 
from March 25th last:—Up to 1,000 unit per quarter, 3jd. per 
unit; from 1,000 to 2,000 units, 3d. per unit; from 2,000 to 5.000 
units, 23d. per unit ; from 5,000 to 10,000 units, 2d. per unit, with 
the standing variation for coal price fluctuations, plus 331 per 
cent. 


Bradford.—Mains ExTENSIONS.— The Electricity Com- 
mittee recommends further extensions of electricity mains, &o., at 
an estimated total cost of £10,000. 


Brampton (Cumberland). — Prorosep ELECTRIOITY 
SOHEME.—At a recent meeting of the Parish Council a proposed 
scheme for the introduction of electricity was discussed. It was 
pointed out that the existing gas company was paying it way, but 
if an electricity company entered the field, neither undertaking 
would be remunerative. The Council decided, therefore, not to 
support the scheme financially, although it would place no obstacles 
in the way of a purely private company. 


Canada.— ELECTRICITY FOR Farmers.—In order to 
bring electric light and power within reach of a greater number of 
farmers in Ontario, the Government of that Canadian Province is to 
grant a bonus of 50 per cent. towards the extension of hydro- 
electric power transmission lines into new rural areas. Already 
electric light and power are used in thousands of farm homes 
throughout Ontario, and one farm in every five has the telephone. 
— Lloyd's List. 


Cannock.— BULK SUPPLY  ScHEME.—Àt the last 
meeting of the Urban District Council it was stated that Mr. Ellis, 
of Oardiff, the electrical consultant to the authority, had reported 
upon the proposed agreement with the Wolverhampton Corporation 
for the supply of eleotricity in bulk to the Council. The Corpora- 
tion would lay the cable from Wolverhampton to the Oannock 
boundary at Wedge's Mills, and the Urban Council would bear 
the cost of laying the main from the boundary to the proposed 
transformer station in Queen Street, Cannock. The Urban District 
Council approved the proposals. 


Chester.—LoAN.—The Corporation is making appli- 
cation to the Eleotricity Commissioners for sanction to borrow 
£59,000. This is required for carrying out the scheme for taking 
a bulk supply of electricity from H.M. Factory at Queensferry. 


Continental.— Juco-Stavia.—The erection of a buge 
power station at Kostolast, on the Danube, is proposed as a means 
. for supplying electric power to Belgrade, Smederevo, Gotzka, and 
other towns in Jugo-Slavia.— British Erport Gazette. 
HoLLAND.— As previously foreshadowed, a State Commission has 
now been appointed by Royal Decree to advise the Government in 
the matter of the supply of electricity throughout Holland. 
. Among the names appear those of representatives of various 
supply companies and municipal works, and of the President of the 
Union of the Manufacturers’ Association of the Netherlands. 


Dover.—Om Furu.—As it is estimated by the elec- 
trical engineer that oil fuel would raise the station's generating 
costs by £5,000 a year, the Corporation has decided not to adapt the 
boilers for oil firing. 

YEAR'S WORKING.—The income of the electricity department 

for the year ended March 31st last was £39,889, as compared with 
£30,892 in 1919-20. Working expenses totalled £29.996, as 
against £23,072, leaving a gross surplus of £9.893 (£7,820), equal 
to 4'9 per cent. on the capital outlay. The net result was a deficit 


poe Acad an improvement on the previous year's debtor balance of 
247. 


Eastbourne, — LoAxs. — The Finance and General 
Purposes Committee has recommended application to the Elec- 


LIGHTING AND POWER 


tricity Commissioners for sanction to borrow the following 
amounts: — 66, O00 for electricity extensions; £15,000 for main, 
services, transformers, and sub-stations, for three years; ani 
£1,000 excess expenditure incurred in providing a cooling towers 
the eleotricity works. 


Electricity District—NorktTH LANCASHIRE AND Sours 
CUMBERLAND SCHEME.—A draft scheme has been prepared for the 
constitution of a Joint Electricity Authority for North Lancashire, 
Westmorland, and South Cumberland, and is about to be oon- 
sidered by the various local authorities in the area previous to 
being placed before the Commissioners on or before July 30th 
next. 

The scheme provides for the generating plant of the five 
authorised undertakers in the district being transferred to the 
Joint Electricity Authority, and contains a proposal that 33,000-7 
main transmission lines should, in the first instance, be constructed 
between Barrow, Ulverston, Lindale-in-Cartmel, and Lancaster. 
and from Lindale to Kendal ; also that 6.600-V transmission line 
should be constructed from Lancaster to Morecambe and Heysham. 
Lancaster to Galgate, Lindale to Grange, Lindale to Arnside, and 
Barrow to Dalton. 

It is further proposed that the Joint Electricity Authority 
should establish distributing systems in Arnside, Dalton, Galgate, 
Grange, Kents Bank, Heysham, Lindale, and Ulverston, and in the 
areas of other constituent authorities which are prepared to cater 
into the necessary agreements with the Joint Authority. 

The undertaking is likely to effect considerable economy, and 
make for a cheaper supply of electricity. It is estimated that the 
completion of the above-mentioned portion of the scheme will 
result in a saving of coal which alone will more than pay the 
maintenanoe, interest and redemption charges on the whole of the 
transmission lines proposed, and will not only enable the erinim 
undertakers to supply electricity for power and other purpose is 
prices which they are at present unable to offer, but will also at no 
very distant date result in a supply for lighting, heating, snd 
power purposes being available in many parts of the district a 
prices which could not be offered if the supply were generated st 
small isolated generating stations. 

The technical portion of the scheme has been held up to sm 
extent, owing to the negotiations with Messrs. Vickers, Ltd, of 
Barrow, with regard to the Corporation's taking over the imi 
power station not yet having been completed. 

It is proposed that the new Authority to be set up shall consist of 
30 members, each district having proportionate representation. 


Federated Malay States —Exxcraiciry Boarp.—An 
Electricity Board has been formed in the Federated Malay States 
Generating stations are to be erected near Taiping, Ipoh, Kuala 
Lumpur, and Seremban. Each town will have its own station, bu: 
will be connected with Kuala Lumpur for oases of emergency. lt 
is thought that these plans cannot be brought into operation for 
some considerable time. Reuter's Trade Service (Singapore). 


Glasgow.— WHARF LiGHTING.—À committee of the 
Glasgow Corporation has resumed consideration of the proposal to 
subetitute eleotrio lighting for the present system of gas lighting 
at Mecklands Wharf, and, after discussion and inspection of the 
wharf, agreed to recommend that the work be proceeded with 
immediately, and that it be remitted to the electrical engineer to 
obtain and submit offers therefor. - 

Loan.—At a meeting of the Electricity Committee, the tom 
clerk made a report regarding the application to the Electricity 
Commissioners for authority to borrow an additional sum of 
£1,800,000, and submitted correspondence which he had had vith 
the Commissioners regarding, inter alia, the provision to be mais 
for the repayment of the money. The Oommittee remitted the 
matter to a sub-committee to make further representations to th 
Electricity Commissioners regarding the sums to be set aside foe 
sinking fund and depreciation, and with power to adjust thos 
matters with the Commissioners. 

IMPROVED ErFIOIENCY.—During the year to May 3let, 19:1. 
187,500,000 units were generated at the various stations of tè 
Corporation electricity department, compared with 176,500,000 i 
the previous year. Although the number of units gen hss 
increased by over 11 millions, the coal consumed has been reduc d 
by 6,000 tons, the starting of the new power station at Dalmarnock 
being responsible for the saving. Although definite figures are no: 
yet available, it is stated that the revenue of the department hu 
been increased by approximately £300,000. 


Grimsby.—Nezw Powers CoNFERRED,—In its new Ac. 
which has recently been passed by Parliament, the Corporation hi 
secured powers to establish showrooms, to lay electric mains “ 
streeta not repairable by the Corporation, to increase the maxim" 
charges for electricity, and revise such charges, to supply electric.’ 
in bulk in certain cases beyond the Corporation's area of sum" 
and to charge for electrical energy by any method approved by ' 
Electricity Commissioners other than by the actual amoun? b 
eleotrical energy supplied, or eleotrical quality contained in f- 
supply. 


Hastings.—PRICE IscREASE.— The Town Council is 
inoreased the price of electricity for heating and power to 2. F 
unit, plus 50 per cent., as from June 30th. 


Heston and Isleworth.— Loan Sancrioxep.—7 
Council has received the permission of the Electricity br 
missioners to borrow £5,232 for mains, and £210 for switchp* 
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Hinckley.—ELxOrRIOrrT SUPPLY AREA.—It has been 
intimated to the Rural Council by the Electricity Commissioners 
that for the present the question of provisionally determining an 
electricity district which would include that area has been 


postponed. 


Lochaber.—W ATER-PowER BinL.—Considerable discus- 
sion took place in the House of Commons, on June 9th. on the 
report atage of the Lochaber Water-Power Bill, which is promoted 
by a company, with a capital of three million pounds, for the 
purpose of developing the water power of the River Spey in 
connection with the production of aluminium. An amendment 
was moved to safeguard the rights of the counties of Banff, Moray, 
and Nairn in respect of water power from this river for elec- 
tricity purposes. Sir W. Mitchell Thompson. on behalf of the Board 
of Trade, said the production of aluminium and the development of 
water power were of immense national importanoe in peace and war. 
The company’s scheme would find work for between 2,000 and 3,000 
people. Other interests were amply safeguarded, and he opposed 
the amendment. The amendment was defeated by 193 votes to 48, 
and the report stage was concluded.—S/effield Daily Telegraph. 


London, — BETHNAL GREEN.—It was stated at a 
meeting of the Council that, in connection with the schemes for 
electricity supply in London, Bethnal Green was in a fortunate 
position. It has no generating station of its own, and the system 
as laid down on the lines proposed by Sir John Snell, is such that 
the Council will be able to utilise to the best advantage any bulk 
supply which may be offered by a joint electricity authority 
without additional coat. 

HOLBOBN.—By the courtesy of the borough surveyor of Holborn 
and the Metropolitan Electric Supply Co., one or two examples of 
longitudinal street lighting lanterns (Haydn T. Harrison patents) 
are to be displayed in use on lamp-posts in Holborn immediately 
east of Kingsway. It is hoped to keep these in position until after 
the annual meeting of the I.M.E.A. 

ACTON.—À failure of the electricity supply occurred in the 
afternoon of June 10th, causing great inconvenience to local 
industries and kinemas. The stoppage is stated to have been due 
to inferior coal supplied to the electricity works and also to the 
process of conversion to oil fuel being carried ont, 


Manchuria.—Nxw Works.—The estimates of the South 
Manchuria Railway Oo. for the financial year 1921-22 include the 
provision. of 2,485,961 yen for electrical developments. These 
include the establishment of an experimental electrical station at 
Dairen, the erection of a second power station at Dairen, and of a 
third at Antung, as well as the extension of the Dairen tramway 
system. 


Neath.—Loan.—For the purpose of meeting additional 
demands for electricity, the Rural District Council has decided to 
borrow £6,000. It is intended that the works shall be proceeded 
with during the summer. 


Northampton, — BULK SUPPLIES. — A notice in the 
London Gazette of June 7th announces that the Northampton 
Electric Light and Power Co., Ltd., is applying to the Electricity 
Commissioners for permission to give bulk supplies of electricity 
to the Wellingborough Electric Supply Co., Ltd., and the Rushden 
and District Electric Supply Co., Ltd., and for authority to carry 
out the necessary works for this purpose. 


Sheffield. — Propos—pD Prick — REDUCTION. — The 
decreased generating costs per unit brought about by increased 
efficiency and greater output has enabled the electricity department 
to keep the price of electricity for lighting at a comparatively low 
figure. A special Oommittee on Charges now recommends that 
reductions be made in the price of energy supplied for power 
parposes. It is proposed that, after the June quarter, the 150 per 
cent. increase, placed upon the price of energy supplied previously 
at less than 2d. per unit, be reduced to 125 percent. Further 
reductions will be made as soon as they are justified. 


Sonthwold.— UNDERTAKING CHANaES Hanps.— The 
undertaking formerly owned by the Coast Development Co. has 
now been taken over by Edmundson's Electricity Corporation, and 
it is hoped, by the installation of new plant, to be able to extend 
the supply to a considerable extent. 


Thornton Dale (Yorks.) .—EnrxcrRIO LIGHTING SCHEME. 
—The Pickering Transport Co., of Pickering, is promoting a 
scheme for the installation of electric lighting plant for Thornton 
Dale, and it is proposed that when established with the assistance 
of this company's capital, the undertaking shall be taken over by 
some special lighting company, or by the local authority. Water 
power is available, but the company proposes to have two sources 
of generation. Two thousand £1 shares are to be issued, and a 
board of directors have been appointed, with an Advisory Com- 
mittee. Messrs. Walker & Hulton are the engineers, and Mr, F. 
Pope, of Pickering, is acting as secretary pro tem. 


Torquay.—CoNsuLTANT's REPoRT.—The Town Council 
considered, on June 7th, a report from Mr. E. T. Ruthven Murray, 
‘consulting expert, on the possible installation of additional plant 
on the present site of the power station at Beacon Quay. He 
states there is no possibility of providing even one additional boiler 
in the boiler house, nor is it poisible to install a boiler in the 
small space outside the building indicated as a possible site, The 
only feasible scheme is to inoréase the output of the existing 


boilers and to bring into regular use the two boilers which, owing 
to their position, can only be used with difficulty. The Oouncil 
had already been advised to convert these two boilers to burn oil 
fuel, which would increase the output without accentuating the 
difficulty of coal delivery. He strongly advises the Council to 
consider forthwith the provision of a supply from another source, 
with a view to this becoming available in from three to four years’ 
time. Very large economies in production cost would result from 
the installation of modern plant upon a suitable site, and the 
increase in output and the improved load factor of the supply 
which would result from the development of the domestic and 
power loads would ensure the plant operating under greatly 
improved conditions, 


West Riding.—Evecrriciry IN dum Costs.—It was 
stated at a Conference of the West Riding District Councils 
Association, held in Leeds on June 7th, that the cost of briefing 
counsel to put forward the Association's views at the recent eleo- 
tricity inquiry was about £300. It was proposed to recover this 
amount bya levy of three guineas upon each of the authorities 
comprising the Association. A delegate from Hunslet 
against this course, and condemned the action of the executive in 
defending private enterprise as against public ownership. He 
suggested facetiously that the cost of counsel should be recovered 
from the Yorkshire E.P. Co. It was ultimately decided to call for 
a subscription of two guineas from the constituent Councils. 


Worcester, — YeAR’S WoRKING.—The total revenue 
accruing to the Corporation's electricity undertaking during the 
year ended March 318t last, was £41,179, as compared with £33,116 
in 1919-20. The working expenses amounted to £27,236, as 
against £19,835 in the previous period; the gross profit thus 
amounted to £13,943, equal to 6'8 per cent. of the capital expended, 
as compared with £13,281 in the previous year. After payment of 
loan interest and other capital charges the net result was a profit 
of £1,657, more than double last year’s figure 763. An interest- 
ing feature of the Worcester undertaking is the Powick hydro- 
electric works. The output from this source rose from 263,020 
units in 1919-20 to 913,481 in 1920-21, out of total outputs of 
3,000,063 and 3,663,349 units respectively. The overall cost of 
production is greatly reduced by this means. 

The city electrical engineer (Mr. O. M. Shaw, M. I. E. H.) states 
that, as the result of having suitable stokers, large quantities of 
pit mound refuse have been employed in maintaining supplies 
during the coal stoppage, and it has been found poesible to resume 
the full tramway service. 


Wrexham.—BuLk SuPPLY.—Heporting that the elec- 
tricity undertaking had incurred a loss of £2,227 on the past 
year's working, the Mayor stated, on June 7th, that it was hoped 
to redeem this within 18 months of the commencement of a bulk 
supply from the North. Wales Power Co. The converting and 
transforming plant necessary was estimated to cost £100,000. The 
old plant would be sold, and the money thus obtained would 
extinguish the outstanding debt. 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Birmingham,—Errxct or FARE INORBASE.— The chair- 
man of the Tramways Committee recently stated that since the 
coal stoppage the weekly earnings had dropped from an average of 
£33,000 to £31,000. The receipts, although the largest on record, 
had not come up to the estimates, The effect of the higher fares 
was to increase the total receipts by £300,000, although there was 
a falling off in the number of passengers carried of 7,000,000. 
About £175,000 had been spent during the year in renewing tram- 
way tracks, and it was anticipated that by the end of the year the 
majority of tramway routes would be in excellent condition, 


Bournemonth.—PROPOSED IsoREASED CHARGE.—At a 
meeting of the Town Council, on June 3rd, a letter was read from 
the Bournemouth and Poole Electricity Supply Co., reminding the 
Council that the date of revision of the contract under which the 
company supplies power to the tramways was imminent. The 
date is July lst, 1922, and the company asked that an increased 
charge should be agreed to immediately, The application was not 
granted. 

Bradford.— Track RRXRwALS.— Application is to be 
made for power to borrow sums for tramway track renewals, and 
for the construction of cars, as follows:—Permanent way : Man- 
chester Road, £51.490 ; Cheapside, £5,793 ; Church Bank, £8,749 ; 
Thornton, £14,248; and Birkenshaw, £21,399. Oars: 889.491. 
Total, £192,170. 

Canada.—BaTrTERY RAILWAT  Cag.—The Canadian 
National Railways are trying out the storage battery type of car on 
the line running between Trenton and Belleville, Ont., and the 
officials state that the initial performance of this oar gives con- 
siderable promise. On the initial run, out from Toronto 14072 
miles were run without recharging, in addition to which a demon- 
atration was given of shunting two private cars weighing 
208,000 lb. The oar is equipped with an Edison battery of 250 
cells, type A-12, with a normal capacity of 450 Ah. The actual 
amount of energy used over 108 miles of this trip was 49 kWh, 
which works out at 14 Wh per ton mile—considerably less than 
the figure obtaining in tramway-oar operation.— Electrical News. 
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Continental,.—SwiTZERLAND.— The Federal Council has 
approved of a loan of 100,000,000 fr. for the electrification of the 
Federal Railways. The loan will be taken up by a combination of 
Swiss banks at 6 per cent. for a period of 10 years. 


CiHnddersfleld.—Nxw REPAIR Wacon.—A number of 
improvementa have been embodied in the new tower wagon lately 
put into service by the tramway department of the Hudders- 
field Corporation. The chassis is one of the Karrier Co.'s, of 
Huddersfield, while the special body has been built by the Corpora- 
tion. Not only isthe working platform on the tower capable of 
being raised and lowered, but it can be rotated by suitable gearing. 
The railings fitted to ita four sides are also collapsible when 
required, 80 that the vehicle can pass under low bridges without 
lowering the tower. Another feature of the body is that the 
covered cab contains two rows of seats, so that provision is made 
for the conveyance of the repairing staff in addition to the driver. 
There is also a large locker at the rear for the storage of tools and 
equipment. 


London.—L.C.C. Tramways.—On June 16th, an im- 
proved service between the Victoria Embankment and South London 
was put into operation by the Highways Committee. One improve- 
ment effected is the cessation of the arrangement terminating 
several services at Blackfriars and Savoy Street (Strand) These 
services will now be connected up and operated as circular services. 
Another feature of the new arrangement is that fares will be 
slightly reduced on several routes. 


Philippines. — RarLway ELECTRIFICATION. — With 
regard to the plans of the Manila Railroad Co. for the use of 
electrio motive power on its road, the bulletin of the Philippine 
Government Commercial Agency in New York City states that the 
electrical power will be developed from the Agno River, in central 
Luzon, which is believed to possess a potential capacity of from 
12,000 to 15,000 h.p. A thorough topozraphical survey of the 
entire water-power aite is being undertaken, and early reports of 
the survey would secm strongly to point to the feasibility of the 
project.— Electrical Reriew (Chicago). 


Sunderland.— YEAR’s WonkiNG.— The report of the 
general manager of the Corporation tramway department for the 
year ended March 31st last records a total income from all sources 
of £158,165, as against £149,442 in the previous year. Working 
expenses amounted to £136,668, as compared with £108,079, 
leaving a groes profit of £21,497 (£11,303). After payment of 
capital charges, a net profit of £8,017 was carried to appropriation 
account. This compares with a aum of £29,181 transferred in the 
previous year. The number of car-miles run increased from 
1,597,525 to 1,647,618. 

NEw TRack.—The Town Council has decided to spend £6,768 in 
order to double the track in Ryhope Road between Spelter Works 
Road and Grangetown terminus, Another £2,550 will be expended 
on making an additional entrance to the Wheat Sheaf Car Depot ria 
Dundas Street to North Bridge Street. Other expenses connected 
with the latter item—such as paving, &c.—will cost £1,400. On 
the question of economy these matters were referred to the Finance 
Committee of the Corporation, which has now reported that it 
considers the works of vital importance and urgency. 


Swansea.—TrRack Reparrs.—The general manager of 
the Swansea Tramways Co., having called the attention of the 
Corporation Tramways Committee to the large sums being paid for 
repairs to the permanent ways, the borough engineer, Mr. J. R. 
Heath, haa been instructed to make the best arrangement possible 
for an alteration of the working of the staff and the bringing about 
of & reduction. Mr. Heath reported that the tramway track was 
in fair condition conaidering that it was 16 or 18 years old, 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Australla.—NEw WIRELESS STATION.—A wireless tele- 
graph receiving station, fitted with apparatus capable of receiving 
messages over a distance of 12,500 miles, has been erected at the 
Observatory at Perth, W.A., says Zhe Tes. 

The number of radio stations operated and controlled in the 
Common wealth was stated by the Minister of Defence recently to be 
20, exclusive of naval stations at Garden Island, Jervis Bay 
(N.S.W.) and Williamstown. The moet powerful stations were 
those at Perth and Sydney, which had a radius of action of 2,000 
miles normally. The Port Darwin station had a radius of 600 
miles during daylight. The other stations in the tropical areas 
were at Broome, Wyndham, Port Moresby, Thursday Island, and 
Cooktown, with similar radii to that of Darwin station; Misima 
(300 miles), Samarai (400 miles), and Townsville (1,500 miles), 
In addition to the stations in the Commonwealth, there were eight 
under the jurisdiction of the Administrator of the New Guinea 
territory. 

TELEPHONE METERS.—The Postmaster-General (Mr. Wise) is in 
favour of attaching meters to telephone circuits provided that one 
can be obtained that will operate reliably. The Noble meter is 
being tested at the State engineer's office at the Sydney G.P.O., 
but the department has not decided to adopt it 


Canada.—New WIRELESS Srarroxs.—In order that 
Northern Manitoba may be brought into direct communication 
with the other part of the provinoe, it has been recommended that 
12 wireless stations be immediately installed, at a cost of £11,000. 
One big station has already been built at the Pas, says 7 Timez. 


India.—SHiPs' WIRELESS. The Government of India 
is discussing with various public authorities the desirability of 
compelling shipping of practically all classes to install wireless 
telegraph apparatus. According to The Times Trade Supplement, it 
is not improbable that sailing ships will for the present be 
excluded from the legislation which is being drawn up, as will also 
small steamers engaged in smooth-water voyages. 


Magnetic Storms.—The sunspots which accompanied 
the magnetic disturbances in May are now impotent specks, but last 
week the observatory at Skausen, Stockholm, announced the 
discovery of new spots on the sun, and electrical disturbances, 
followed by violent thunderstorms, occurred in Switzerland on 
June 5th and 6th. 


South America.—FRENoH CoNcEssION.— We are in- 
formed by the Department of Overseas Trade that the French | ie 
Financiere reports that the Compagnie Générale de T.S.F. has con- 
cluded a contract for a period of 30 years with the Government of 
Ecuador for the working of the telephones, telegraphs, and wireless 
service in that State. The Government of Ecuador will pay the 
company an annual subsidy of 430,000 sucres (about 1,200,000 fr.) 
which will be increased in the event of any extension of the system. 
The company will deduct from the gross receipts the sums necessary 
for the working of the lines, for the payment of interest on the 
capital invested in the concern, and for the sinking fund. The 
State will have a share in the net profits. The telephonic apparatus 
will be automatic and constructed on & system which haa been 
perfected by French experts. The telegraphic and wireless 
apparatus will also be on French models. The engineer who is in 
charge of the enterprise in Ecuador, considers that it will be 
possible to find in the country itself almost the whole of the neces- 
sary staff, as there are a number of excellent engineers in the 
Republic. 


The Telegraph Servlce.ä— NEW ContTinentaL CMcourr. 
A direct telegraph circuit between London and Prague has been 
opened for traffic. 


The Telephone Service.—LoNDpoN-PaRIS CrRCUIT.— 
In order to stop exchange speculation between Paris, London, and 
other capitale, the Matin is urging the authorities to come to an 
agreement with the British and other Governments to put an end 
to the monopolising of international telephone lines whereby 
exchange speculators are able to make quick deals when exchange 
rates in Paris and London show a wide difference in price. The 
Matin urges that the same rate should prevail at the same moment 
in both cities. The method of operation of the speculators, the 
paper adds, is to put in as many calls as possible every day. thus 
keeping the lines to themselves during the day.— Financial Times. 


United States. NEW CHICOAdo Post Orrice.—The 
new Post Office building at Chicago, the construction of which 
has just been begun, will have a roof upon which mail aeroplanes 
will be able toalight and to take off." The building will also be 
connected by miniature underground electric railways with all the 
principal railway termini in the city, and by means of moving bands 
mail sacks will be carried all over the building.— The Times. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The date given in parentheses at the end of the paragraph indicates 
the issue of the ELEOTRICAL REVIEW in which the “ Official 
Notice’ appeared.) 


OPEN. 


Australia. — MELBOURNE. — August 10th. Victorian 
Railways. 250 core - type impedance bonds for power sig- 
nalling, with a capacity of 1,000 amperes per rail; also 50 
miles of solid insulated copper wire, No. 14 Brown & Sharpe 
gauge, and 50 miles of solid insulated copper wire, 16 standard 


gauge. 

July 27th. Victorian Railways. Incandescent lamps for elec- 
trio car lighting : 24,000 metal filament, 46 W, 116 V ; 4,000 carbon 
filament, 32 W, 140 V.  5-h.p. electric motor, controller and 
resistances, or, alternatively, 5-h.p. electric motor and equipment.* 

August 31st. Electricity Commissioners. Steelwork for power 
station buildings, roof covering, &c. ; water-tube boilers, stokers 
fans, &o, ; platforms and ladders, steel chimneye, flues and dampers. 
sooting and dust extraction equipment, ash handling plant. 
(June 3rd.) 

August 17th. 3,000 sets of renewals for caustic soda primary 
cells. 

August 30th. Board of Works. Four electrical centrifugal 
pumps, each with a capacity of twelve million gallons daily. 

September 7th. Victorian Railways. Sixteen seta of air-brake 
equipment, 450 to 600 V, d.c., for single-deck tramcars.— Texter: 
Trade Service (Melbourne). 

TASMANIA.— P. M. G.'s Department. July llth. Switchboard 
material (Schedule T, 317). (June 3rd.) 


* 
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SHIRE OF HAMPDEN (VICTORIA). August 17th. Boiler-house 
plant, steam-driven electricity generators, transformers, meters, 
switchgear, cables, poles, Specifications from Mr. H C. Ingleton, 
Shire Hall, Camperdown, Victoria.— Zenders. 


Bury.—June 22nd. Installation of wires and fittings 
for the electric lighting from the public supply of 92 houses in the 
Walmersley district, Specification, Mr. S. J. Watson, Eleotricity 
Works, Bury. 


Belglum.—June 29th. The Belgian Post and Telegraph: 
authorities at La Salle, Madeleine, Brussels, call for a quantity of 
cable heads. Oopies of the specification (Cahier des Charges 
Special No. 618) can be obtained from the above address for 90 
centimes. 


Edinbargh.—June 22nd. Corporation. Electric lighting 
installations for houses under the Gorgie housing scheme. Speci- 
fications from Burgh Engineer. 

July llth. Electricity Supply Department. H. p. steam pipes 
and valves. Specification 33. (See this issue.) 


Jngo-Slavia.—June 29th. Minister of Posts and 
Telegrapha. 18,000 kg. of g.i. wire, 80,000 curved carriers, and 
80,000 porcelain insulators. 


Kirk Sandall.—June 22nd. Installation of electric light 
at the temporary Council School. Specifications from West Riding 
Education Architect, County Hall, Wakefield. 


Llandaff and Dinas Powis.—June 22nd. Rural Dis- 
trict Oouncil.  E.h.p. feeder, with switchgear sub-station equip- 
ment complete, (June 10th.) 


London, —IsLincton.—July 4th. Electricity Com- 
mittee. H.p. switchgear, flame carbons. (June 3rd.) 
L.0.C.—Jaly 11th. One 8,000-kW steam turbo-alternator aud 
exciter, condensing plant, &c. ; seven 1,000-kW rotary converters, 
static transformers and accessories. (June 10th.) 


Manchester.—J une 21st. Education Committee. Electric 
lighting installations at Plymouth Grove and Upper Jackson 
Street Municipal Schools. Specifications, &c., from the Education 
Offices, Deansgate, Manchester. 

June 21st. Tramways Committee. Points, tongues, crossings, 
and hardened-steel centres. From Mr. J. M. McElroy, general 
manager, Corporation Tramways, 55, Piccadilly, Manchester. 

June 28th. Electricity Committee. Supply of cable require- 
ments during six months ending December 31st, 1921, Mr. F. E. 
Hughes, Secretary, Electricity Department, Town Hall, Man- 
chester. 

‘June 28th. Electricity Department. 27,000 Tu weldless- 
ateel spigot and socket tubes. (See this issue ) 


New Zealand. — WELLINGTON.— June 28th. Public 
Works Department. Ten s.p. oil-filled transformers for the con- 
version of three-phase energy at 50 cycles, the voltage ratio 
being 50,000/11,000, for Waikato power scheme. 

June 28th. Supply and delivery at Lyttelton of two 50-kVA, 
two 100-kVA, and two 200-kVA condensers in connection with the 
Lake Coleridge electric power supply (Section 116).“ 

July 31st. Wairoa Electric Power Board. («) Transformers, 
four 200-kVA, 11,000/1,900 single-phase units; (5) Insulators, 
11,000 V and 3,000 V; (7) Air-break switches, 11,000 V and 
3,000 V; (d) Fuses, 11,000 V and 3,000 V; (e) Lightning arresters 
and choke coils, 11,000 V and 3,000 V; C) Accessories as per 
schedule, Tenders to the office of Messrs. Hay & Vickerman, 
Wellington.* 

August 9th, Public Works Department. Suspension- type porce- 
lain insulators for the Waikato power scheme.“ 


Pontypridd.— Board of Guardians, June 25rd. Three 
months’ supply of electrical material, Mr. Wm. Spickett, Clerk, 
Union Offices, Pontypridd. 


Sonth Africa —July 5th. Electrification of Capetown- 
wn and Durban-Maritzburg railway lines. 
TRANSVAAL.—Rand Water Board. September 9th. Erection 
of a complete installation of mechanical or other filters capable 
of filtering 54 million gallons of water per 24 hours at the 
Vereeniging main pumping Station (Contract No. 232). Copies of 
the contract documents may be obtained from the Chief Engineer, 
Rand Water Board, Johannesburg, upon a deposit of three guineas.” 
BARBERTON.—July 29th. Municipal Council. Plant in conhec- 


tion with the proposed acheme for the supply of electricity :—Two 
steam boilers, two 75-kW steam-driven alternators, switchboard, and 


instruments, steel chimney piping, feed pumps, cables, &., steel 


poles, conductors, &c., transformers, house service meters, &c. 
Specifications, £2 2s., from Prof. W. Buchanan, 75, Louis Botha 
Avenue, Johannesburg. 


Sudan.— June 30th. Sudan Government. Pumping 
machinery, consisting of Diesel or semi-Diesel engines and direct- 
coupled centrifugal pumps, capable of lifting 1,200 litres of water 
per second against a static head varying between 2'5 and 8 metres. 
Machinery must be delivered at Khartoum North by February 28th, 
1922. Specifications, drawings, and conditions of tender may be 
seen at the office of the Sudan Agent, War Office, Cairo, Egypt. 
Tenders to Superintending Engineer, Department of Agriculture; 
Sudan Government, Atbara.— Renter's Trade Service, 


Trimdon.—June 11th. Electric light extension from 
Trimdon Grange to Trimdon Village, including the lighting of 
Trimdon Village with electricity. Specification, Mr. T. W. 
Wilkinson, Clerk to the Council, 24, South View, Trimdon Grange, 
S.O. Deposit, £2 2s. (returnable). 


Uruguay.—MoNTE VipEo.—August 18th. State Elec- 
tricity Works. Steel petroleum tank, Worthington duplex steam 
pump for oil, 250 metres steel tubing.* 


A copy of the specification, &o., can be consulted at the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, S. W. I. 


CLOSED. 
Australia.—Generating plant for the Morwell power 


scheme, The Manchester Guardian says the accepted contract of 
Messrs. Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd., is for five 
12,500-kW turbo-alternators; the surface condensers will be made 
in Victoria, while an American firm will supply the switchgear 
and transformers ; delivery of the first set has been promised in 
four months, with completion in 17 months. 


Bedford.— Maintenance of school lighting for six months 
for Bedford Education Committee, Gollings & Ayres. 


Belglum.— Seven concerns, among them three British— 
the British Insulated & Helsby Cables, Ltd., W. T. Henley's Tele- 
graph Works Co., Ltd., and the Metropolitan- Vickers Electrical Co., 
Ltd., last week submitted tenders to the Belgian Post and Telegraph 
authorities in Brussels for the supply of a quantity of telephone 
cable, The tenders ranged from 365,926 fr. to 1,334,644 fr., the 
1 being that of the Société Electricité et Mécanique, of 

russels. 


Bradford.— The Electricity Committee recommends the 
purchase from the Ministry of Munitions of the eleotrical plant, 
switchgear aud cables, installed at the Phoenix Dynamo Works of 
the English Electric Co., Ltd., at Thornbury, Bradford. The price 
is £2,370. 


Electricity Committee :— 
John Spencer, Ltd.—Supply of steam piping for works, Valley Road, £213. 
Clay Cross Co., Ltd.—Cast-iron piping, for cooling towers, £780. 
Tramways Committee :— . 


camcn 90 & Co., Ltd. —75 Siemens open-hearth nickel chrome steel 
uxles, £611. 

Therinit, Ltd.—500 Thermit welding portions, at 19s. 6d. each, plus 25 per 

cent. 

Taylor & Parsons, I.td.—48 dozen Dreadnought files, at 548. per dozen. 

Doncaster.—Electricity Committee. Circulating-water 
piping at the generating station —B rightside Foundry and Engin- 
eering Co., Ltd., £1,289. 


Manchester.— Electricity Committee. Accepted. Park 
Royal Engineering Works, Ltd., for the supply of high-pressure 
cubicles (8ub-station) for 12 months. 


Staffordshire, Wolverhampton and Dudley Joint Com- 
mittee for Tuberculosis.—We understand that while the tenders 
mentioned under this heading in our last issue have been con- 
sidered, it is not correct to say that they have been accepted. The 
installation concerned (Prestwood Sanatorium) will be of exceptional 
interest, owing to the use of water power for generating electricity 
for lighting, power, and heating the water used in and about the 
institution. The scheme has been designed throughout by Messrs. 
Henry Les & Son, of Birmingham. 


FORTHCOMING BVENT 8. 


Royal Institution ot Great Britain. — Friday, June 17th. At Albemarle 
Street, W. 9 p.m. Lecture on Chemical Combination and the 


Structure of ihe Molecule,” by Sir J. J. Thomson, F.R.8. 


Bat Taai Soelety.—Monday, June 20th. At the Holborn Restaurant, 
l p. in. Last luncheon of the session. 


— Society. —Wednesday, June 22nd. At Burlington House, Piccadilly, 
8 p.m. Ordinary scientific meeting. 


LUE oe of London.—Friday, June Mth. At the Imperial College 
of Science, South Kensington. At 5 p.m. Ordinary meeting. 


pe ST eaaa rec 


Report on the Electrical Cable Industry.—A report of 
a Sub-committee to the Standing Committee on Trusts, just issued, 
deals with the electrical cable industry (Cmd. 1332. Price Id.). 
We are unable to deal with it in this iesue ; but, briefly, the report 
states that the prosperity of the industry is largely due to the 
Cable Makers' Association, which, by its organisation and research, 
initiated and has maintained a high standard of quality, thus 
securing the oonfidence of buyers both in this country and abroad. 
There is no evidence that the Association has acted unreasonably, aud 
there was a marked absence of hostility towards the Association on 
the part both of users and of non-associated firms. The Sub-commit- 
tee finds that while non-associated firms are able to produce equally 
reliable cables at prices about 10 per cent, lower than those of 
associated firms, the largest purchasers, as a rule, are content to 
pay the additional price as in the nature of an insurance against 
breakdown and a guarantee of durability. 
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RAILWAY ELECTRIFICATION 
BUROPE. 


IN CENTRAL 


By S. PARKER SMITH, D. Sc. 


Ix the issue of March 5th, 1921, of the Electric Railway 
Journal, an article by E. ©. Zehme, a Privatdozent in 
Berlin, appeared under the above heading.“ In this 
article the following statements were made :— 


It has been customary to consider Germany, Switzerland, 
Austria, and Sweden, as the advocates of the single-phase system, 
but they are not so to-day. Only Switzerland and Austria are 
extending their single-phase roads at present, whereas no definite 
conclusions have as yet been reached as to the standard system in 
Germany, Sweden, Norway, and Holland, and even in Italy. 


Recently doubts have been advanced from several sides as to the . 


practicability of the single-phase system for the main railroads of 
Germany. . . . Nevertheless, the authorities still manifest a 
3 for the single-phase system, and have decided to call an 

ternational Congress this year in Germany to go over the whole 
matter, Presumably hoping that the present view-point of the 
Prussian State Railways with regard to the system will be 
' justified, 

The Swedish State Railways plan to electrify additional lines, 
principally in the South, and primarily for passenger traffic. 
Here the question of system has again been studied very carefully. 

NT Although the single-phase system is estimated to be 
somewhat ‘more economical than the other, the difference is small, 
and is being considered in connection with the inductive dis- 
turbanoes in telegraph and telephone lines caused by the alter- 
nating-carrent operation. A special commission on this subject 
has studied the phenomena carefully, together with the remedy 
for the trouble, and has presented a long report. This ie un- 
favourable to the single-phase system. 


That these allegations do not appear to be well founded, 
as far as Germany and Sweden are concerned, would appear 
from the following refutations :— 


An official announcement appears in the Deutsche 
Allgemeine Zeitung of May 14th, 1921, of which a trans- 
lation is given below: 


THE ELECTRIFICATION OF RAILWAYS. 


In the American technical paper Electric Railway Journal, 
2 Privatdozent, E. O. Zehme, of iBerlin, published an article 
entitled “ Electrification in Oentral Europe," in which, among 
other things, it was stated that Germany had not yet finally 
decided what system to adopt for electric railways, and, in order to 
.settle this question, intended to call shortly an international con- 
gres These statements are not correct.’ The German National 
Railway Administration has, like the railway administrations of 
the several German States before it, as far as electrified lines are 
concerned, always regarded the simple single-phase current as the 
only system to be considered for its long-distance railways, and has 
never, not even temporarily, deviated from this standpoint. As all 
the existing long-distance railways of the German National 
Railway Administration are operated with single-phase current, 
80 alao the single-phase current alone has been considered for the 
electrification of further sections. Under these circumstanoes, 
there is also no object in calling a congress to discuss the question 
of the systems. Though in February last there was an exchange 
of opinions between the Railway Administration and well-known 
outaide experts on questions of electrification, this was chiefly in 
connection with the question of supply. 


The following statement was also supplied by Mr. F. 
Ofverholm, the chief electrical engineer of the Swedish 
State Railways :— 


I have now got the number of March 5th, 1921, of the Electric 
Railway Journal, and found the article by Mr. Zehme. This 
article is not correct at all. First, the total length of the electrified 
railroads in Sweden is now 260 miles, out of which only 20 miles 
is direct current, and the other 240 all single-phase. 

Then Mr. Zehme states that the report about the disturbances in 
telegraph and telephone lines was unfavourab'e for single-phase. 
I have sent you that report with letter of September 3rd, 1920, and 
you can judge for yourself. I think you will find the contrary. 
At the end of this year we shall have 400 miles of single-phase 
roads, and the old 20 miles of d.o. roads in this country. The 
statement that we are not extending our single-phase roads is, 
therefore, surely not correct. 


In these days when the “battle of the systems” is so 
much to the forefront, misleading statements such us those 
quoted from Herr Zehme's article should be carefully 
avoided. The issues at stake are far too important for all 
countries, to allow such mis-statemente to pass uncorrected. 


»The article waa quoted in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW of May 
6th, 1921, p. 574. 


NOTES. 


Luncheon to Mr. Hughes.— The Rt. Hon. W. M. Hughes, 
the Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of Australia, will be the 
chief guest at a publio luncheon to be given in his honour by the 
British Empire Producers’ Organisation, at the Hotel Victoria, on 
Wednes day, the 22nd inst. The Ohairman of Oouncil of the 
Organisation, Mr. Ben H. Morgan, will take the chair. Early 
application for tickets, price 10s. 6d. each, should be made to the 
Secretary, 5, Old Queen Street, 8.W. 1. 


Church Lighting.—The lighting of a church presente to 
the illuminating engineer a problem which is difficult on account 
of various reasons, In an edifice of this nature, spscial care must 
b: taken not to offend the susceptibilities of those who look with 
some apprehension upon the advent of modernism in connection 
with religion. It is therefore necessary to choose a system which 
combines efficiency with unobtrusiveness. Messrs. W. T. Henley: 
Telegraph Works Co., Ltd., have sent us photographs of two instal- 


lations which Measr& Stanley Gaynor & Co., of Cardiff, have 
recently completed at Bath, using the Henley wiring system and 
Holophaae fittings. The above illustration shows the lighting 
of St. Saviour's Church, Bath, which, as far as the exigencies of 
reproduction permit, shows very clearly the effectiveness of the work. 


London Electricity Statistics.— The London County 


Council Electricity Supply Returns (1918-20), just published, give 


some interesting statistics. 

The summary of units sold by the undertakings in the Adminis- 
trative County of London affords a record of the progress of these 
concerns. We find that (taking round figures) for 1919 the 
municipal undertakings sold 168 million against the companies’ 
244 million kWh. As regards the increase of unita sold from 1913 
to 1919, among the municipalities Woolwich shows the biggest 
increase, being 209 per cent.; Fulham comes next with 76 per 
cent., then Stepney with 75 per cent. Among the companies, the 
South Metropolitan Oo. tops the list with 185 par cent. increase, the 
County of London Oo. coming next with 65 per cent. 

Ooming to the extra-London area, the number of units sold by 
the municipalities in 1919 was 117 million, and by the companies 
72 million kWh. 

If we take the whole of the area of Greater London, we find 
that the units sold by the municipal undertakings were 285 
million, and the companies’ sale 312 million kWh. 

As regards the general progress in the Administrative Oounty 
area, the total of units sold by all undertakings shows a good 
upward tendenoy. In 1907 the total units were 185 millions, 
rising to 319 millions in 1918, and to 413 million kWh in 
1912. We look, however, to see this rise assume a precipitous 
gradient in the near future when the supply undertakers of London 
are given full scope for their ambitions and the interlinkers are 
allowed to work out in reality those dazzling dreams now only on 
peper. 


The Conjoint Board of Scientific Socleties.— The fourth 
report of the Board shows that it has received evidence that 
scientifio investigation is being seriously hampered by the heavy 
cost-involved in the publication of results. An exoeptional nr mber 
of papers is being communicated to the scientific societies. inoludiag 
many held up during the war, while the resources of the soc.eties 
which have not increased, are insufficient, at presert price: to 
publish even the normal pre-war number. The coantry is thus in 
danger of being seriously handicapped at a time when the re-habili- 
tation of industry is in most serious need of scientific assistance. 
Much of the report is occupied with a short abstract of the third 
report of the Committee on the Water Power of the Empire. It is 
shown that too littie is being done to ascertain the total resources, 
or to secure uniformity in investigation and record. It is urged 
that steps should be taken to convene an Imperial Water Power 
Conference in London, at which va:ious Dominions and the 
dependencies of the Empire should be represented. The outcome of 
such a conference might well be the oreation of an Imperial Water 
Power Board, with extensive powers to carry out a comprehensive 
policy for set mulating, oo-ordinatiag and, where necessary, 
assisting development throughout the Empire. 
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X-Ray Photographic Exhibition,—An exhibition of 
X-ray photographs has been opened at the premises of the Royal 
Photographic Society ; it has been arranged by the Rontgen 
Society, and will remain open for the whole of this month. 


Automatic Hydro-electric Plant.—In a recent article 
the Electrical World gave some interesting particulars of the 
working of an automatio hydro-electric plant at Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa. This plant, owned by the Iowa Railway and Light Oo., has 
been in operation for three-and-a-half years, and its success has 
been so marked, and it isso much more reliable than hand-controlled 
stations, that the future policy of the company will be to equip all 
present plant with automatic control, and all new developments 
will be automatic, It is estimated that from $3,600 to $4,800 has 
been savedion labourchargesalone. The station has an output of about 
7,500,000 kWh per year, and the average annual maintenance and 
operation charge has only been $178, resulting in a cost for delivered 
power of 45 cent per kWh. With the article appears a table 
of particulars of & number of automatically-operated stations 
which have been built or are in course of construction. One of these, 
completed in 1919, is that of the Ontario (Cal. Power Co. This 
has a capacity of 500 kVA, and power is generated at a pressure of 
11,500 V. In this the master starting element is a remote hand- 
operated switch. The largest plant of this kind, which is being 
erected by the Washington Power Co., consists of a 12,750-kVA 
eynchronous generator working at a pressure of 4.200 V. This will 
ruin put into operation by a remote hand-operated master 
8 3 | 


Economy in Collecting Acconnts.—According to Mr. 
J. R. Kaiserman, manager of the Livingston branch of the Montana 
Power Co. an appreciable saving of time and expense is made if 
the meber reader makes out the bill and leaves it with the oon- 
sumer when he calis to read the meter. The system has been in 
operation for three years with satisfactory results, the averaze 
saving being estimated at 23d. per month per consumer. Details 
of the system are given in the Electrical World of May 28th, 1921. 


Melting  Nou-ferrons Metals.— A correspondent of 
Chemical aud Metallurgical Engineering complains that the author 
of a recently-published article upon the comparative merits of gas-, 
coke-, ooal-, oil- and electrically-heated furnaces chose an example 
of very indifferent character as a representative electrically-heated 
furnace plant. The author expressed his satisfaction at finding a 
gas farnace which would melt a 1, 100-Ib. charge of brass in 42 
minutes the fuel cost being 32:2 c. per 100 lb. The writer of the 
letter points out, however, that he knows of half-a-dozen plants 
in which 2,000-lb. charges are electrically melted in less than 

forty minutes and at a cost of less than 17 o. for power. 


Electrically-Propelled Ships.—The British Admiralty, 
the Daily Mail understands, is considering the adoption of electric 
propulsion as an experiment in one of the four new £9,000,000 
-hattleships, the plans for which are now being decided. 


Electron Tubes in Heavy-Power Service,—According 
to Dr. Albert W. Hull, of the research laboratory, General Hleotrio 
Co., before the A. I. E E., at its annual meeting in New York, on 
‘May 20th, “ One year will see these tubes [electron tubes] in use as 
kenetron rectifiers for series aro lighting. Five years will see 
them in sub-stations, replacing rotary converters. In 10 years 
they will be on electric locomotives, either as rectifiers, allowing the 
use of direct-current motors, or as variable-frequency alternators, 
taking their power from a high-tension, direct-current trolley line. 
Twenty years will see direct-current transmission lines fed 
through transformers and kenetrons, at any convenient point by 
alternators of any frequency, and tapped by the same tubes acting 
as magnetron alternators, as some equivalent pliotron or combina- 
tion alternator.” à 
Dr. Hull described the new vacuum tube, which is called 
“ magneton” because the valve control is accomplished by means 
of a magnetic field. Althongh the magnetron has been used only 
for weak currents, he showed a magnetron tube with an anode 
4 in. (10 cm.) in diameter and 12 in. (30 om.) long, which had been 
operated at 5 kW output. With larger filaments and water cooling, 
these tubes would be capable of handling hundreds of amperes.— 
Electrical World. 


The Batti-Wallahs’ Society. — Mr. A. J. Greenly, 
Honorary Entertainment Secretary, has addressed a letter to the 
members with regard to the luncheon on June 20th, at the Holborn 

. Restaurant, at 1 o'clock, which marks the close of the luncheons 
until after the summer holidays. There is to be no speaker ; this 
meeting is reserved for society matters. He invites members to 
come without fail, and to offer conorete suggestions for furthering 
the objects of the Society. 


Cast-Iron Research.— The Secretary of the Department 
of Scientific and Industrial Research announces that a licence has 
been issued by the Board of Trade to the British Cast-Iron Research 


Association, the s cretary of which is Mr. Thomas Vickers, Central 


. House, New Street, Birmingham. 


Fire.— Damage amounting to several thousandsof pounds 
was caused by a fire which broke out at the works of the Cable 
Accessories, Ltd., Dudley Port, recently. Three fire brigades were 
B to subdue the outbreak. The damage is covered by 

surance. 


The Theory of Relativity —Oo Thursday last week, at 
the University of Manchester, before an audience of about 1,000 
persons, Prof, Albert Einstein gave his first address in this country 
on his theory of relativity. Before the lecture, the honorary 
degree of Doctor of Science was conferred on him.—TZhe Times. 

On Monday evening Prof. Einstein lectured before a very large 
audience at King's College, London. 


Service Notes.—Further ex-officers have been posted to 
the Defence Force in connection with eleotric light companies and 
motor companies. Warrant Telegraphist R. W. Oraig has been 
posted to the Vulcan, depót ship for submarines at Chatham, fiom 
the 25th inet. Warrant Electrician P. J. Freeman has been 
appointed to the Vernon, torpedo school ship at Portsmouth, from 
the 4th inst. Recruiting for the various electrical departments of 
the Navy and Army is doing very well at the moment, the state of 
the labour market being favourable to enlistments, as well as the 
idiom better conditions of service and better pay in both Army 
and Navy. 


Electrical Farming in Russia.—Strenuous efforts are 
now being directed to the improvement of Russia's agricultural 
industries, and one of the latest pro ients is the 
mobilisation for agricultural purposes of the portable electrical 
field sets that can be epared, it is hoped, by the military department 
now that the calls on the Army are neither so exacting nor extensive 
as in the immediately preceding years. These portable sete which 
were used for searchlights, wireless telegraphy, &o., and which 
have low-voltage dynamos, will be put to work in the fields in the 
course of this summer. They may be said to weigh on their 
carriages close on a ton, and will be able to serve a number of 
peasant allotments, simultaneously driving thrashers, cutters, and 
other small machines in th» various districts which they will visit. 
When the season's work is over, they will be returned to the War 
Department. Thousands of them have been made, and it is 
asserted that 70 per cent. of them are in good condition for farm ing 


purposes. 


Electricity in Farming,—The accompanying illustration 
shows the exhibit of Measrs. J. Bust in's Electrical] Works at the 
recent Oxfordshire Agrioultural Show, held at Banbury, and 


Elec ey. 


described in our issue of June 3rd. The photograph discloses & 
large number of applications which can be found for electricity in 
agricultural work. | j 


Water Power in Greece. — According to the United 
States Consul-General at Athens, a Swiss engineer has been 
employed by the Greek Government to investigate the water 
power in the State of Macedonia, and he has made an interest- 
ing report on the subject after a study of the falls of the 
rivers of Kladovo, Vodena, Niaoussa, lower Aliakmon, and 
high Aliakmon. Special tables have been prepared showing 
the estimated power of the falls of Kladovo to be 17,500 h.p.; 
those of Edessis, 26,000 h. p.; of Niaoussa, 22.000 h. p.; those 
of the lower Aliakmon, 143,000 h.p.; and those of high Aliak- 
mon as 143,000 h.p. The total water power available from 
these falls is estimated at about 350,000 h.p. 

It is estimated that the exploitation of the falls mentioned 
above will produce annually about 120,000,000 kWh. The 
production of electricity from the falls of western Mace- 
donia would be sufficient not only for the motive power and 
lighting of the three cities of Athens, Piræus, and Saloniki, 
but also for the motive power of the Larissa railway. 

The consumption of electrical energy at Athens and Piræus 
is about 40,000,000 kWh annually, and at Saloniki 9,000,000 
kWh. The plants for the development of the waterfalls would 
cost approximately between 160,000,000 and 180,000,000 drach- 
mas (£6,000,000 to £7,000.000). On the basis of this expendi- 
ture, à kWh would cost from 12 to 13 lepta (1id.). As Greece 
is dependent upon the importation of coal for a large part 
of ite fuel supply. the employment of ite water power is of 
vital importance in the development of the national industries. 
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The Water Power Resources of Ireland.—A great 
deal of attention has been directed in Ireland to the 
hewly issued report of the Board of Trade Sub-Committee 
on water-power resources in that country. Sir John P. Griffith 
was chairman of the sub-committee, which recommends de- 
velopment as urgent, and states that the most eflective and 
economical method is to construct the necessary works in 
the channels of the rivers, and not to attempt to seek high 
falls by the construction of costly head race channels. De- 
tailed investigations were made of the Lower Bann, the 
Lower Shannon, the Lower Erne, and the Liffey. The in- 
vestigations show that considerable power is available in 
these rivers, as well as in the high level lakes in Donegal, 
Connemura, Kerry, and Wicklow. The development of tidal 
power should be examined by a Special Comuuission. 

In the Lifley, Dublin City and its adjoining district have 
at disposal water-power sufficient to provide electricity in 
excess of that at present supplied by the seven existing gene- 
rating stations, and there is also a considerable margin of 
power for future extensions. 

The engineers who conducted investigations in respect of 
the Liffey, Messrs. J. W. Griffith and H. H. Jeffcott, state 
that six hydro-electric power houses on the river are proposed, 
the principal sites being at Poulaphouca, Golden Falls, and 
Salmon Leap. Automatically controlled power stations are 
proposed at Lockstown, Cloghleagh, and Connell Ford. The 
installed plant will have a total capacity of 29,600 e.h.p., and 
the estimated cost of works and plant is £920,000 at present- 
day prices. The estimated cost 1s £31 per e.h.p. installed, or 
£111 per average e.h.p. developed during a year at the power 
sites. The cost of transmission to Dublin, including trans- 
formers, 18 estimated at £293,000. 

Mr. Theodore Stevens, giving evidence before the Sub- 
committee, dealt with the river Erne, and proposed the con- 
struction of a canal or bead race over 5j miles long to carry 
the water to a power station with a head of 125 feet. 

Mr. Stevens's proposals include the erection of four hydro- 
electric power stations on the river Shannon between Killaloe 
and Limerick with an installed electrical horse power of 
65,900, at a total cost at current prices of £2,834,000, or at 
the raté of £43 per installed e.h.p. The average annual output 
obtainable would be 52,500 e.h.p. at a capital cost of £54 per 
average e.h.p. Similarly he proposes four hydro-electric power 
stations on the Erne between Beleek and the sea, with an 
installed electric horse power of 71,300, at a total cost of 
£2.060,000, or at the rate of £29 per installed e.h.p. The 
average annual output would be 45.500 e.h.p., at a capital 
cost of £46 per average e.h.p 

As to the river Bann, Mr "Charles Meik proposes the re- 
moval of Toome weir, the dredging of the bar at Toome, and 
the formation of an improved channel from Lough Neagh 
to Lough Beg. Total estimated cost £360,000. All the power 
available could be used by the milling interest of the district. 


INSTITUTION NOTES. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers. — NORTH-WESTERN 
CENTRE.—The annual report of the Committee for the session 
1920-21 states that eleven general meetings and one 
lecture were held, at which the average attendance was 110. 
The membership as at May 25th, 1921, was 1,214, as compared 
with 954 in the previous year. A memorandum signed by 56 
members requests the institution of informal meetings, and the 
matter is under consideration. The Preston Sub-Section has 
decided to discontinue its activities, as its meetings have over- 
lapped those of the English Electric Engineering Society, 
which already embodies most members of the Sub-Section. 
The newly-elected chairman is Ald. W. Walker, and the vice- 
chairmen are Messrs. A. S. Barnard and G. A. Jublin. 

Students’ Section.—The Committee of the Students’ Section 
of the Centre reports that the average attendance at seven 
meetings was 40. 

Liverpool Sub-Centre.—The Committee reports an increased 
membership of 73, bringing the total up to 367. Mr. G. H. 
Nisbett has been elected chairman for the ensuing session. 

Institution of Civil Engineers.—A very fine programme 
has been arranged for the Engineering Conference which is 
being held on June th, 29th and 30th and July Ist under the 
presidency of Mr. John A. Brodie. On June 28th, Sir George 
T. Beilby, F.R.S., will deliver the 27th James Forrest Lecture 

n ' Fuel Problems of the Future." Most of the discussions 
will be of more or less interest to electrical engineers, but men- 
tion may be made of those in Section VII, Electricity Works 
and Power Transmission, presided over by Sir John Snell. On 
June 29th, Mr. R. O. Kapp will open a discussion on ' Low 
Power-Factor "' ; Mr. J. Dalziel will deal with Battery Loco- 
inotives " on June 30th; and discussions will take place on 
July lst on The Economic Limits of Distribution from Coal- 
fired Stations,“ Low-voltage Overhead Distribution " (Mr. 
B. Welbourn) and The Mechanical Advantages of Electric 
Locomotives compared with Steam (Sir Vincent L. Raven, 
K.B.E.). Among many visits which have been arranged are 
several to power etations and electrical works. On June 29th 
Bir Alexander B. W. Kennedy, F.R.S.. will exhibit lantern 


slides reproduced from photographs taken by him of the war 
area in France and Flanders. 


Royal Society of Arts.—The Albert Medal of the Socrety 
for 1921 has been awarded by the Council to Prof. John 
Ambrose Fleming, M.A., D.Sc., F.R.S., in recognition of his 
many valuable contributions to electrical science and its appli- 

cations, and especially of his original invention of the ther- 
mionic valve, now so largely employed in wireless telegraphy 
and for other purposes. 

American Institute of Electrical Engineers.—At the annual 
meeting on May 20th, Dr. W. McClellan was elected president 
for the ensuing year. The vice-presidents were Messrs. W. A. 
Hall, N. W. Storer, W. A. Del Mar, C. G. Adsit, J. C. Parker. 
F. W. Springer, H. W. Eales, R. Sibley, O. B. Coldwell, aud 
F. R. Ewart. The managers were Messrs. A. G. Pierce, R. B. 
Williamson, and H. A. Pratt. 


OUR PERSONAL COLUMN. 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected, with the 
technical or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of t^e 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements. 


Stockton-on-Tees Town Council has appointed Mr. S. G. 
MaRSTON, of Sunderland, as general works manager at the 
Electricity Works at a salary of £650 per annum 

Upon resigning his position with the Ascot and District Gas 
and Electricity Co., Mr. E. J. H. Buvett, electrical engineer 
io the company, has been presented with a silver tea set and 
tray by the directors, and a malacca horn walking etick, suit- 
ably engraved, by the staff. Mr. Bluett resigned his position 
at the end of May in order to enter into ades Hone d with Mr. 
A. T. Archer in the purchase of the Sunningdale business of 
Messrs. John Drake & Co., electrical engineers and iron- 
mongers. 

Mr. F. H. Howe tu has been appointed London representa- 
tive of the electrical cooking and heating department of the 
Falkirk Iron Co. Ltd., at Craven House, Kingsway. 
W.C.1. For over 15 years Mr. Howell has been on the staff as 
district and showroom manager for the County of London 
Electric Supply Co., Ltd., but this included a period of nearly 
five years in the R. F. A. He has specialised in electric cooking 
apparatus from a practical as well as selling point of view, and 
has recently spent several weeks at the Falkirk Iron Works, 
where Falco appliances are designed and manufactured. 

Mr. CHARLES H. Gasson, late of the Electrical Engineering & 
Equipment Co., Ltd., has now taken up the position of sales 
manager to Messrs. Hamilton & Liddaman, 12, Charing Cross 
Road, London, W.C.2. 

Mr. HAROLD E. WEBB, A. M. I. E. E., who has a long connec- 
tion with Messrs. Bruce Peebles & Co., Ltd., has been ap- 
pointed their London manager. 

Mr. Jas. Bastian has been appointed London representative 
to the Cantie Switch Co., Ltd., of Nottingham. 

It is announced that Mr. WiNsTON CHURCHILL has accepted 
the chairmanship of the Imperial Communications Committee. 


. W. J. I. Bruce, who died a victim to 
X-ray injuries, left £6,936. 


NEW COMPANIES NIES REGISTERED. 


 Minirisk Co., Ltd. Ce ,135).—Private company. Regis- 
tered June 9th. Capital, £1 in £1 shares. To carry on the business of 
lock makers, manufacturers of electrical and other fittings, d 
and electrical engineers, &c., and to adopt an agreement with J. B. Boland 
and H. V. Barlow. The permanent directors are: J. B. Boland, , Sandi- 
leigh Avenue, Withington, Manchester; S. Mockett, The Orchard, St. 
Peters, Broadstairs, Kent. Qualification of permanent directors, 200 ordinary 
shares; of ordinary directors, 100 shares. Remuneration (except managing 
director, if any) as fixed by the company. Secretary: W. S. Mockett. Re- 
gistered office: 47, Victoria Street, W. 


H. G. Osborn, Ltd. (175, 127).— Private company. Regis- 
tered June 9th. Capital, £1,000 in £1 shares. To carry on the business of 
electrical and mechanical engineers, manufacturers of and dealers in electrical 
accessories and mechanical novelties, electrical, magnetic, telegraphic, tele- 
phonic, and other appliances, &c., and to adopt an agreement with H. G. M. 
Osborn. The first directors are: H. G. M. Osborn (managing director), 
*Westfa," Princes Park Avenue, Golder’s Green, N. W. 1. Mrs. Amy 
Osborn. Westfa," Princes Park Avenue, Golder's Green, N. W. 11. 
tered office: 9, Rathbone Place, Oxford Street, W. I. 


Waverley Glass Works, Ltd. (11,748) .— Private company. 
Registered in Edinburgh June 3rd. Capital, ' £5,000 in £1 shares. To carry 
on the business of glass manufacturers, blowers, workers, and pressers, 
decorators, cutters, engravers, and ctchers, electricians, &c. The subscribers 
(each with one share) are: R. Dalzeil, 2, Dalzeil Place, Edinburgh, glass 
manufacturer; G. F. Walker, 10, Lochside Street, Crossmvloof, Glasgow. 
The first directors are not named. Solicitors: Mackay & McIntosh, 124, St. 
Vincent Street, Glasgow. 


Victoria Electrical Peer iere Ltd. (175,145).—Private 


Regis- 


company. Registered June Capital, £6,000 in £1 shares. To take over 
the business of an electrical engineer and contractor, &c., carried on bv 
J. R. Reef as the * Victoria. Electrical Co.,“ in London, "Manchester, and 


elsewhere. The permanent directors are: R. Hodgkinson (managing director), 
43, Welbeck Road, Heaton, Bolton; J. R. Marsh, St. Kilda, 1, thom Road, 
Southport; J. R. Reef (managing director), 59, Cam Street, Broughton, 
Manchester. Qualification, 250. 8 Secretary: J. R. Marsh. Registered office : 
$7, Berry Street, Buxton Street, London Road, Manchester. 
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OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 


. COMPANIES, . 


Tees Power Station Co., Ltd.—Satisfaction to the extent 
£21,200 on various dates from February 3rd to March 7th, 1921, of trust 
deed dated May 7th, 1918, securing £600,000. 


. Hill Bros. (Magnetos),, Ltd.— Particulars of £15,000 de- 
bentures authorised June Ist, 1921; whole amount issued; charged on the 
company's undertaking and property, present and future, including uncalled 
sapie. (if any). 


" Webb's Crystal Glass Co., Ltd.—Mortgage on Dennis 
Park Glass Works, Stourbridge; Medway Glass Works, Queenborough, Kent; 
and Royal Castle Glass Works, Hatton, Tutbury, Derbyshire, dated June 
Ist, 1921, to secure all moneys due or to become due from company to 
Lioyds Bank not exceeding £25,000. 


W. J. Forse & t Co., Ltd. qa, 420).—Return dated May 
13th, 1921. Capital, £35,000 in £1 shares (9,000 cumulative preference and 
26,000 ordinary), 9,000 cumulative preference and 21,029 ordinary shares taken 
up, £10,735 paid, £19,294 considered as paid. Mortgages and charges: £3,000. 


Northallerton Electric c Light & Power Co., Ltd. (59,301).— 
Return dated March 9th, apital, 2,900 preference shares 
of £1 each and 12,000 S dino shares of 65 peak ES 151 prelerence and 4,921 
ordinary shares taken up, £2 22,627 6s. paid. Mortgages and charges: £3,900. 


Foster Construction Co., Ltd.—Satisfaction in full on 
May 6th, 1921, of mortgages dated May 16th and August 9th, 1918, securing 
all moneys then due or to become due from company to bankers. Mortgage 
on certain properties at High Street, Plaistow, dated May 7th, 1921, to 
secure all moneys due or to become due from company to London Joint City 
and Midland Bank, Ltd., also registered. 


Northampton Electric Light & Power Co., Ltd.—Issues 
on May 10th of £440, on May 23rd of £1,400, and on May 25th, 1921, of 
£100 second debenture stock, parts of a series 'already registered. 


Aladdin Renew Electric Lamp Corporation, Ltd.—Issues 
on May 12th and 20th, 1921, of £2,000 debentures, part of a series already 
registered. 


Woeds-Gilbert Rail Remodelling Co., Ltd.—Debenture, 
charged on the company's ne elena | and property, present and future, 
including uncalled capital, dated May 18th, 1921, to secure all moneys due 
or to ‘become due from company to Barclays Bank, Ltd. 


CITY NOTES. 


The annual general meeting was held on 


Electric June 9th at Winchester House, E.C.. Mr. 
Construction Philip E. Beachcroft presiding. The chair- 
Co., Ltd. man expressed the directors’ pleasure that 


they were able to submit accounts which 
surpassed those of any previous period. The gross profit on 
manufacturing and contracting for the year under review 
showed an increase of £44,502. The credit side of the profit 
and loss account amounted to £169,977, being £41,118 greater 
than last year. The expenditure aggregated £86,867, being 
an increase of £24,177. The net profit for 1920-21 was £83,110, 
an increase of £16,941. It might seem that they had been 
ultra cautious in not distributing a greater bonus than 24 per 
cent. The question, however, had had their most careful con- 
sideration, and if times had been normal they would not 
have hesitated to increase the bonus, but having regard to the 
prevailing financial and industrial conditions they came to 
the conclusion that the best interests of the shareholders 
would be served by making no increase in the distribution. 
With regard to the balance sheet, stock in trade and work in 
progress showed an increase of £77,673. It was intended 
by the Finance Bill, 1921, to grant relief in respect of loss 
on trading stocks, and although their hability for E.P.D. 
terminated on March 3lst last, they would be entitled to 
reclaim within certain time limits any loss which might be 
incurred on stock in hand on that date. Investments showed 
a reduction of £36,749. This was caused by realisations 
necessary to finance the larger volume of stock at higher 
‘prices, and to complete the important works extensions de- 
scribed last year. On the other hand, cash at bankers was 
£23,387 greater. On the other side of the account creditors 
and credit balances were £21,919 greater, but that was ac- 
counted for by taxation, their actual trade liabilities being 
less than a year ago. When they considered the financial 
stringency which had prevailed necessitating issues of capital 
by ag concerns on very onerous terms, they had every 
reason to congratulate themselves on the strength of their 
financial position. If their recommendation was adopted, the 
general reserve fund would etand at £120,000, and he need not 
point out that the liberal contributions to that fund in the 
past had largely contributed to the comparative ease with 
which they had encountered the trying conditions of the 
past two years. Regarding the outlook for the new financial 
year, the statement in the report that recently orders had 
been difficult to obtain would not have caused surprise, as 
the industrial conditions throughout the country. in conse- 
quence of the coal dispute, were deplorable. He did not 
consider that this dispute was altogether to be laid at the 
door. of the miners, and he thought that had the coalowners 
and miners been left to themselves to settle their own differ- 


ences without the intervention of the Government, the matter 
would have been settled sooner. As it was, about 3,000,000 
(of whom over 1,000,000 were miners) were now unemployed, 
and their ranks were being increased daily, and unless a 
speedy peace was attained there was grave risk that many 
industries in the country, as well as the mines themselves, 
would to a great extent be irremediably destroyed. Coal had 
been regarded as the life blood of industry, but the present 
stoppage of supply had to some extent found its remedy in 
the use of alternative heating agents. The mine leaders should 
take cognisance of that fact, and the miners themselves realise 
that it was more than possible that their source of employ- 
ment was endangered by the use of oil gases for many, if 
not all, industrial purposes. Even if the coal dispute were 
settled there could be no immediate recovery because manu- 
facturers of pig iron, steel, and other staple articles of con- 
sumption would be reluctant to resume operations until they 
were satisfied that they could produce at prices which would 
compete with foreign manufacturers. Before the country 
could recapture its export business or meet foreign competi- 
tion in the home markets lower costs of production were 
essential, and those could only be brought about by a lower 
standard of wages and salaries and a lower margin of profit, 
and by increased output. British taxes, compared with those 
of other competing countries, were absolutely crushing. They 
were three tines heavier than French ones, and six or seven 
times those of Germany, and about four times heavier than 
those of the United States. In the electrical industry the 
number of inquiries for plant and apparatus indicated that 
there was a large amount of work waitng to be done, but 
buyers would not place their orders in the expectation that 
prices would fall. The result was that new business for the 
moment was very unsatisfactory, but many factories were em- 
ployed on orders which were placed several months ago. The 
chairman finally referred to the death of Sir James Pender. 


The directors' report for the year ended 
United Electric March, 1921, states that the gross receipts 
Tramways of of the tramway system for the year ended 
Montevideo, Ltd. October, 1920, were at an exchange of $4.7 
to the £, £516,130, an increase of £72,436. 
Unfortunately operating expenses also showed a continuing 
increase, mainly due to higher wages and taxation, and were 
larger during the year by #£52,483, leaving a net increase of 
£19,953, but remittances had been affected by the fall in 
exchange. The passengers carried numbered 63,220,875, an in- 
crease of 8,336,956. The car miles run were 8,830,112, an in- 
crease of 1 073, 478. Fifteen motor cars and 14 trailer cars have 
been ordered, and four new cars are being constructed in the 
company’s workshops in Montevideo. This rolling stock should 
be ready before the end of the year. After 1 for 
administrative expenses and charging £46,539 debenture 
interest, the credit balance is £74,907, plus £7,082 brought 
forward. 45,961 has been put to debenture stock redemption, 
£2,500 redemption of preference and ordinary capital, £30,000 
to renewals and contingencies. An interim dividend at the 
rate of 6 per cent. per annum, less tax, has been declared on 
the cumulative preference shares, and a final dividend of like 
amount has been recommended. It is proposed to pay 4 per 
cent., less tax, on the ordinary shares for the year, andto 
carry forward "£8,471. | 


The report for 1920 shows a balance to 


Callender’s the credit of profit and loss account of 
Cable and £182,920. Debenture interest absorbs 
Construction £13,500, preference dividend £41,000, de- 

Co., Ltd. preciation of buildings, plant, and machi- 


nery £30,000, depreciation of office furni- 


ture £500. The balance brought forward was £105,803, and the 
available balance is £203,723; 15 per cent. (less tax) on the 
ordinary shares requires £75,000, there is put to reserve for 
corporation profits tax £7,500, the balance of the new issue 
expenses £13,122 is written off, and £108,101 is carried for- 
ward. During the year covered by the accounts the volume 
of business increased considerably, and, in spite of enhanced 
costs of materials and labour and many difficulties in manu- 
facturing, the sum available as profit on the 12 months’ opera- 
tions is in excess of that of any previous year. In June last, 

new capital was raised to meet the expansion of the com- 
pany’s business and also the outlay on the new buildings and 
plant at Erith. This new capital was available only in the 
latter part of the year, and. consequently, the full benefit 
therefrom was not experienced during the period now under 
review. So as to bring the capital of the company more into 
line with other industrial undertakings, the £5 shares, both 
preference and ordinary, were, in May, 1920, subdivided into 
five shares of £1 each, and it is believed that this will be of 
advantage to the shareholders. The relations between the 
company and its employés have been excellent. A satisfac- 
torv arrangement has recently been completed on a sliding 
scale hasis with the workpeople at Erith and Leigh, and it is 
confidently anticipated that this will prevent labour disputes 
in the future. It is to be regretted that considerable difficultv 
has lately been experienced owing to the miners’ strike. which 
rendered it impossible to obtain fresh supplies of fuel. The. 
cost of production, owing to higher wages and shorter working 
hours, and heavier costs generally, has rendered it difficult 


790 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol 88. No. 3,378, Jun 17, 1921. 


to compete in several foreign and overseas markets. It is 
hoped, however, that the lessened prices of raw materials 
now current and the recent arrangement with regard to labour 
wil enable the company to restore its foreign trade connec- 
tions to their former importance. The new workshops re- 
ferred to in last year's report have now been completed, and 
the manufacture of e.h.t. cables for 30.000 volts and upwards 
ìs proceeding satisfactorily. Important orders have already 

n received for such cables. The reorgunisution of the 
Picardy works for the manufacture of telephone cables has 
also been completed, and large contracts have been secured. 
The Anchor Cable Co., Ltd., has had a busy year, and has 
secured satisfactory profits. 


Information concerning the electrical in- 


The French dustry in France is contained in the annual 
Electrical report of the Compagnie Francaise pour 
Industry. l'Exploitation des Procédés Thoinson-Hous— 


ton for the past year. The report mentions 
in the first place that the electrical industry is one of those 
which have suffered the least from the economic crisis follow- 
ing the war. On the whole the production of plant of small 
capacity has considerably diminished for the time being, but 
on the other hand, the manufacture of equipment of large 
size has not slackened. The equipment of waterfalls and 
the construction of large generating stations are being con- 
tinued, and the railway companies are now proceeding with 
the electrification of an important part of their networks. The 
company has so largely profited from this privileged situation 
that the total value of its orders in 1990 exceeded by 80 per 
cent. that of the orders for the preceding year. Coming to 
consider the company's own manufacturing works, the report 
states that these have been specialised as follows: Jarville for 
small alternating current motors, Neuilly for small con- 
tinuous current motors, Vaugirard and l.ecourbe for heavy 
plant, Suresnes for large apparatus, and Colombes for 
insulating materials. To these has now to be added the great 
new works at Saint-Ouen, where a year ago the land resembled 
a vast racecourse, but is at present occupied by extensive 
buildings. Operations at this works are already proceeding, 
the production comprising machines of very large sizes and 
very high voltage. The Lesquin works, which was destroyed 
during the war, is being actively reconstructed, and will be 
provided with a foundry for cast iron. a steel foundry, and a 
large shop for sinall electrical apparatus. 

The report proceeds to refer to telephony, and mentions in 
this connection that the company has entered into close rela- 
tions with the Western Electric Co. of New York, whose 
importance in telephony is equal to that of the General Elec- 
tric Co. in the general domain of electricity. The initial agree- 
ments which have been reached are so essential that the French 
company expects to find in this new association a reinforce- 
ment of the important facilities at its disposal to ensure the 
development of telephony in France. On the other hand, the 
relations of the company with the General Electric Co. are 
constantly developing and becoming more intimate. As to 
the question of railway conversion in detail, the report states 
that the discussions with the Orleans Railway Co. aiming at 
the electrification of the line from Paris to Orleans have re- 
sulted in the beginning of operations. Other negotiations have 
been made with various firms, and the company has 
formed, with the co-operation of Schneider & Co. and the 
Ateliers de Constructions Electriques du Nord et de l'Est, the 
Société d'Etudes pour l'Electrification des Chemins de Fer 
in order to prepare for the three participants the submission 
of schemes to the railway companies and ensure the joint use 
of their powers in carrying out the work. As was mentioned 
in a previous issue, the dividend for 1920 is at the rate of 
me fr. net for registered shares and 37.80 fr. for bearer 
shares. 


The report of the company for 1920 

General Electric shows that the value of the orders received 
Co. (U. S.A.). was  $318.470,438, as compared with 
$231,623,932 for 1919. At the close of the 

year the amount of orders unfilled was $111,778.000, as com- 
pared with $98,880,000 at the end of 1919. The unprece- 
dented amount of orders received by the company during the 
first seven months of 1990, plus the unfilled orders at the 
beginning of the year, resulted in most urgent efforts in a 
difficult situation to add to the manufacturing facilities. The 
expenditure for additional land. buildings, machinery, and 
equipment during 1920 was $31,300,496: as a further addition 
to the manufacturing capacity of the plants, certain factories 
with a floor space of 1.768,000 sq. ft. have been leased, with 
options to purchase. The total factory floor space has been 
increased from 90,681,000 sq. ft. in 1919 to 94.501.000 sq. ft. 
in 1920. The amount of sales billed was $275,758,487, an 
increase of $45,778,504 over 1919. The net result was a profit 
of $26.460.057, plus income from other sources $8,960,558. 
less interest and discount on debentures 81.969.111 and 
interest on notes payable $2,319.216, leaving available for 
excess profits tax and dividend 831.132.287. Excess profits 
tax estimated at $9,009,000, dividends $10,656,222, leaving a 
surplus for the year of $11,476,065. At a special meeting of 
the stockholders held in March, 1920, authority was given to 
increase the capital stock of the company from $195,000,000 
to $175,000,000. During the year the directors authorised the 
issue of two special series of 1919 and 1920 debentures known 
as employés’ investment bonds to be sold to employés on the 


instalment plan by deductions from wages. To these two 
issues subscriptions have been received from about 12,000 
employés totalling $4,031,800. These debentures bear in- 
terest at the rate of 7 per cent. per annum. In November, 
1920. the directors offered to the employés the privilege ot sub- 
scribing for from one to ten shares of the company s capital 
stovk, payments to be made on the instalment plan by deduc- 
tions from wages. The subscription price was $136 per share, 
and us stated in the circular offering the stock, there will 
be a credit amounting to $20 per share against the subscrip- 
tion price Which will represent a net return substantially the 
same as that which would be enjoyed by anyone purchasing 
stock on an instalment plan, paying interest on deferred 
instalments and receiving cash and stock dividends. The 
result of this offering was that 30,747, or 36 per cent. of all 
the employés on the pay roll subscribed for an amount con- 
siderably larger than the 50.000 shares offered. In the year 
1920 the dividends declared were as follows: Cash dividends 
8 per cent., $10,651,3U6. Stock dividends 4 per cent., 
$5.437,700. Cash dividends on International Co. preferred 
stuck held by employés $4,916. Total, $16,093,922. It 1s 
proposed cominencing January Ist, 1921, to separate the 
balance sheets and financial statements of the General Elec- 
tric Co. (U.S.A.) and the International General Electric Co. 
in order more satisfactorily to show the assets, liabilities, and 
operations of each company. 


The accounts for 1920 show a profit after 


Richardsons, providing for estimated liabilities to the 
Westgarth and Government of £155,635, plus £45,542 
Co., Ltd. brought forward, less two years’ pre- 
ference dividend paid in June, 1920, 

£42,000; total £102,477. Interest on the 41 per cent. 


debenture stock absorbs 415, 750, one year’s preference 
dividend £21,000, and the directors propose making the 
following allocations: Directors’ fees £1,700, depreciation 
for 1920. 445.000; portion of capital expenditure in 
1920 written off £25,000, leaving £54,027. The directors 
propose to pay out of balance two years’ dividends on prefer- 
ence shares in addition to one year’s dividend paid in December 
last as above. Preference dividend will then have been paid 
up to April 30th. 1919. In consequence of inability to obtain 
coal, the works are practically closed down. Many contracts 
remain to be completed, but it will be difficult to get further 
orders until the cost of production has been considerably re- 
duced in regard to both materials and wages. 


The Société d’Electro-Chimie de Bozel 
intends to pay a dividend at the rate of 
22 fr. per share for 1920, as in the preced- 
ing yeur, the net profits having been 
1,036,000 fr. and 762,000 fr. in the two vears respectively. 

The Compagnie d’Electro-chimie et d’Electro-Metallurgte pro- 
poses to pay out of net profits of 3,700,000 fr. a dividend at 
the rate of 40.50 fr. net per share, being the same rate as 
in 1919, when the net profits were 3,591,000 fr. " 

The Compagnie  d'Electro-Mccanique, after writing off 
9,510,000 fr. for depreciation, reports net profits of 3,528,000 fr. 
for 1920, as against 2,318,000 fr. in 1919. The dividend is to 
be at the rate of 40 fr. per share, as in the previous year. 

The Société L'Appareillage Electrique Industriel Petrier. 
Tissot € Raybaud, of Lyons, makers of low and high-pressure 
apparatus, report net profits of 533,000 fr. for 1920, and a 
dividend of 86 fr. gross per ordinary share. The company 
expects to be able to remove to its new works in the course 
of the present year. 


French 
Companies. 


Alldays & Onions, Ltd.—Profit on the year's working 
£7,111, which has been allocated together with the reserves 
appearing in the last balance sheet to the purposes of meetinz 
depreciation and writing off. It has been found during the 
past year that the financial condition of the country rendered 
it advisable to postpone the raising of additional capital until 
a more favourable opportunity presents itself. 


Rees Roturbo Manufacturing Co., Ltd.—Dividend of 81 
per cent., less tax, on preference for the year 1915, and for 
nine months ended September 30th, 1916, £5,000 to deprecia- 
tion reserve, £4,600 to general reserve, £5,000 to a taxation 
reserve, £4,593 for maintenance of buildings, plant, &c., carry- 
ing forward £6,727. 

Howard & Bullough, Ltd.—Final dividend on the ordinarv 


shares, making 10 per cent. for the year, transferring to 
dividend reserve £40,000, carrying forward £50,956. 


Manila Electric Railroad & Lighting Corporation.—Divi- 
dend of 14 per cent. for the quarter ending June 30th on the 
common capital stock. 

American Telephone & Telegraph Co.—Dividend of 2} pe 
cent., less tax, for the quarter. . | 

Canary Islands.—The report of the Société de l'Elec. 
tricité de Las Palmas for the last financial year shows a loss 
of 1,139,259 fr. 

Belgium.—The report of the Société d'Electricité et de 
Mecanique (Procédés Thomson-Houston et Carels), of Ghent. 
for the last financial year shows a profit of 9,799,551 fr. 


Waygood-Otis, Ltd.—Dividend of 9 per cent. on the ordi- 
nary shares, carrying forward £27,929, . 2 
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Stock Exchange Notices. — Application has been made to 
the Committee to allow the following to be officially quoted: 

Metropolitan Electric Supply CO. — 4500, 000 73 per cent. ex- 
tension debenture stock. 

Dealings in the following have been specially allowed by 
the Committee under Temporary Regulation 4 (3):— 

General Electric Co.—£3.500,000 7 per cent. mortgage de- 
benture stock, issued at 924 per cent., £15 paid and fully paid 
(varying interest payments), after issue of allotment letters. 

Eastern Extension Australasia and China Telegraph Co.— 
92,794 shares of £10 each, fully paid, Nos. 300,001 to 390,629 
and 397,836 to 400,000. 

Kaministiquia Power Co.—2,000 shares of $100 each, fullv 
paid. of capital stock; $372,000 thirty-year five per cent. gold 
bonds, Nos. 876 to 1,000 of $1,000 each: Nos. 1.304 to 1,433. 
1,534 to 1,564, 1,569 to 1,584, 1,586 to 1.720, 1,791 to 1,818, and 
1.847 to 9,000, of $500 each. 4 

Siemens Bros. & Co.—300,000 10 per cent. cumulative prefer- 
ence shares of £1 each. fully paid, Nos. 1 to 300,000. 


The undermentioned have been ordered to be officially 
quoted :— 

Eastern Extension, Australasia & China Telegraph Co.— 
92,794 shares of £10 each, fully paid, Nos. 300,001 to 390,629 
and 397,836 to 400,000. 

Kaministiquia Power Co.—2,000 shares of $100 each, fully 
paid, of capital stock ; $372.000 30-year 5 per cent. gold bonds. 
Nos. 876 to 1.000, of $1,000 each; Nos. 1,304 to 1.433. 1,534 
to 1,564, 1.569 to 1,584, 1,586 to 1,720, 1,791 to 1.818, and 
1,847 to 2,000, of $500 each. 


British Electric Traction Co., Ltd.—Dividend of 4 per 
cent. on the ordinary stock for the year, carrying forward 
£177,318. 


Electric & General Investment Co., Ltd.—Dividend at the 
rate of 6 per cent. per annum (3s. per shure), less tax, on pre- 
ference shares for the six months ending June 30th. 


New Issues.—Johnson ck Phillips, Ltd.—The British, 
Foreign & Colonial Corporation, Ltd., is inviting applications 
for £350,000 8 per cent. first mortgage debenture stock at 96 
per cent., repayable at par by means of a cumulative sinking 
fund commencing in 1922 by twenty-three equal annual draw- 
ings, the first of which is to be made in 1923 and the last in 
1945. The list closes to-morrow, the lsth. 


Ruston & Hornsby, Ltd.—Prolit for the vear ended March 
91st, 1921, £108,682, less depreciation £53,002, interest on 
debentures £25,500. leaving 430. 180, plus 437.240 brought 
forward, making £67,420. Dividends on preference shares 
absorb 423.500. leaving £43,920. The directors have decided, 
owing to the stagnation of trade, that it is desirable to con- 
serve the resources of the company and regret they do not 
recommend the payment of a dividend on the ordinary shares 
for the past year. The balance £43,920 is carried forward. 


Kidderminster & District Electric Lighting & Traction Co., 
Ltd.—Net receipts for 1920 of lighting undertaking, includ- 
ing payments under guarantee by Shropshire, Worcestershire 
and Staffordshire Electric Power Co., were £5,304, plus £46 
brought forward. After deducting administration and general 
expenses, and interest on temporary loans, the balance is 
£2,710. Dividend on cumulative preference shares absorbs 
£1,500. Dividend of 2} per cent. on the ordinary for 1920, 
carrying forward £35. 


Penarth Electric Lighting Co., Ltd.—The report for the 
year ended December 31st last shows total revenue £14,990, 
working expenses £8,549, balance 46.440. To renewals £2,450. 
74 per cent. dividend on the ordinary shares, carrying forward 
£2,331. 


Hungary.—The report of the Ganz Electrical Co., Buda- 
pest, for the last financial year shows a profit of no less than 
5,522,262 crowns, as compared with only 1,553,182 crowns in 
1919. The dividend is being increased from 5 per cent. to 
12 per cent. 


Eastern Telegraph Co., Ltd.—Dividend at the rate of 3j 
per cent. per annum, less tax, on the preference stock for 
the June quarter, and an interim dividend of 24 per cent. 
on the ordinary stock, free of tax. 


Madras Electric. Supply Corporation, Ltd.—Dividend of 
8 per cent., less tax, on ordinary shares for the year. £15,000 
to general reserve, £1,000 to employés’ gratuity fund, carrying 
forward £9,620, subject to excess profits duty (if any). 


Merthyr Electric Traction & Lighting Co., Ltd.—Divi- 
dend at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum on the ordinary 
shares, to reserve £1,200, to renewals £5,000; carried forward 
. £1,429. ° 


Globe Telegraph & Trust Co., Ltd.—Further dividend of 
3s. per share, less tax, on the preference shares, and 5s. per 
share net on the ordinary shares. 


James Keith & Blackman Co., Ltd.—Dividend on ordinary 
shares for year ended March, 1921, at the rate of 15 per cent. 
per annum, free of tax. To reserve £13,000, forward £18,272. 


Mackay Companies.—Quarterly dividend of 13 per çent., 
less tax, on common stock. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


TUESDAY EVENING. 


More interest is taken, in the Stock Exchange markets this 
week, in cricket than in stocks and shares. Business in the 
latter is exceedingly quiet. In spite of the reluctance shown - 
by the public to take a hand in the markets, there is still 
a brisk demand for underwriting of any good issue which 
comes along. ‘The underwriters of the General Electric Com- 
pany's 34 million pounds’ 7 per cent. debenture stock were 
left with 43 per cent. of their obligations. In a couple of days 
ıt was assumed that many of the weaker underwriters hud 
cleared out of their holdings, at prices ranging from 44 dis- 
count to about a point more. As soon as the air cleared of 
the underwriting stags, the price promptly improved to 3 dis- 
count, and, with the prospect of money becoming cheaper, this 
stock will probably advance to its issue price of 93. At 9U it 
may be deemed a cheap investment. 

Another newcomer to the markets this week is the 10 per 
cent. preference share of the Siemens Company. The shares 
were given away to the holders of the ordinary in the propor- 
tion ot one preterence for five ordinary held. The new prefer- 
ence shares began at 2Us. 6d.-21s. 6d. Considering that the 
company is paying 10 per cent. free of tax on its ordinary 
shares, these 10 per cent. preference shares at anything like 
21s. 6d. certainly look cheap, offering a return of 9} per cent. 
on the money. As soon as the Siemens’ holders who wish to 
take their profit have divested themselves of their preferences, 
the quotation will stand a good chance of improvement. As 
already mentioned, the North Metropolitan Electric and the 
Pernambuco Tramways both have new issues in immediate 
contemplation. 

Activity in Underground Electric Railways stocks and shares 
has somewhat subsided as compared with that which ruled a 
week ago. Nevertheless, prices continue firm, and London 
Electric Railways shares have come into some little favour on 
the basis of 55s. The bulk of the shares are owned by the 
Underground Electric Railways of London, and there is not 
much floating supply in the Stock Exchange market. Last 
year's dividend was 1j per cent., i.e., 2s. 3d. per share on the 
£10 fully-paid share. Thus they offer a small return on money 
invested, which is more than the Underground Electric £10 
shares themselves do, although the two stand at nearly the 
sanie prices. There is, however, more market in the latter 
than in the former, and this, of course, accounts for something 
in the matter of market quotation. The interest in the various 
traction issues has quieted down again, and there is not much 
change in London & Suburban Traction ut 7s. 6d., nor in the 
ordinary at 2s. 6d. The company's 4} per cent. first mortgage 
debenture stock changed hands last week at 444, but the 5 per 
cent. A " debenture stock, which is now quoted 68, has not 
been negotiated in the Stock Exchange since last August. 
when a buyer paid 61. 

British Electric Traction ordinary is a little better at 354. 
The 6 per cent. participating preference is quoted at 59, the 
5 per cent. debenture at 65, and the 41 per cent. second deben- 
ture stock at 51. The company's report, out this week, shows 
that the net profit has risen £12,000 to £135,000. The usual 
dividend of 4 per cent. is paid, and the carry-forward is in- 
creased by £20,000 to £177,000. The B.E.T. has sold its 
£190,000 War Loan, substituting shares, inter alia, in Brush 
Electrical, Electric & General Investment, and Transport 
Power & Finance. Besides these, the list of investments 
receives an addition in the shape of about £71,000 in Stoll 
Picture Productions. It would be useful, as well as interest- 
ing, if the chairman at the forthcoming meeting were to say 
what the company's investments are worth at the current 
aaa the report itself affording no information on this 
ead. 

Marconi shares have developed weakness, owing to a fair 
number of shares having been sold by people who had bought 
them earlier in the year, and who are disappointed at the delay 
in the settlement between the Government and the company. 
The price has dropped to 23, and the preference are down to 
the same level. Marconi Marines have fallen to 25s. As we 
pointed out recently, there is very little doing in the Marconi 
market nowadays, and, with speculation all but dead, prices 
yield easily to a little selling pressure. 

The only change in the list of home electricity companies is 
a rise to 53 in Westminsters. The manufacturing group is 
almost equally quiet. General Electric preference drooped to 
17s., the 64 per cents. and the 73 per cents. both standing at 
the same level. Henley's are 1/16 down at 11. Edison-Swan 
first preference gave way to 17s. A sensational fall—in price 
at all events—in City Services shares lowered the quotation 
80 points to 200, the preferred at 574 being about 10 points 
down. This slump came about on the notification that the 
company would in future pay its Common share dividends in 
stock instead of cash. Newcastle-on-Tyne 7 per cent. prefer- 
ence shares are better at 19s. 6d. 

Anglo-American Telegraph deferred has risen 2 points to 83}. 
Great Northerns are lower at 95$. United River Plate Tele- 
phones eased off to 6, and West India & Panama are lower at 
10s 


The Government of Mexico has noted that it intends to re- 
sume payment of interest on its foreign debt on July Ist. 
This brought about s rise in Mexican Government bonds, but 
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did not affect prices in the Utility market. Mexico Tram- 
Ways firsts are better at 52}, but Mexican Light firsts at 744 
show a dollar fall. Brazil Tractions are 14 down at 344. Anglo- 
Argentine Tramways continue to improve. British Columbia 
stocks are steady. ‘There has been some demand for the 
44 per cent. Vancouver debenture, without, however, finding 
any response, sellers refusing to part with their holdings. 

Although rubber is atill about 84d. per lb., the market in the 
Stock Exchange is slightly better, owing to the fact of the 
deliveries of the produce once more being in excess of the land- 
ings. Engineering shares are quietly firm, with Babcock & 
Wilcox 1/16 up at 23. It is taken for granted that there will 
be a resumption of work in the coal trade next week. With 
business as quiet in the Stock Exchange as it is at the present 
time, men are inclined to ask whether this eagerly-anticipated 
resumption will have any noticeable effect after all in 
strengthening prices throughout the markets. 

In our lists of quotations we have brought the dividend- 
payments up to date, as far as possible. The varying times at 
which different companies close their books render it impos- 
sible to adopt a strictly uniform plan. The Edison-Swan Com- 
pany, to take one example, paid its last dividend in November, 
1919, when the distribution for that year was 10 per cent. 
The India Rubber Company paid 6d. a year ago, and nothing 
since. The Anglo-Argentine Tramways is clearing off on its 
second preference shares. Marconi shareholders received 1s. 
last December, and 8s. in the previous half year, when the 
capital was much less. 'The instances are quoted to give an 
idea of the difficulty which confronts the effort to do the work 
accurately. They may serve to recall the entreaty, Don't 
shoot the man at the piano, because he's doing his best.” 


SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. 
Homes ELECTRICITY COMPANIES. 


Dividend Price ö 
June 14, Yield. 


— — 

Smii s rou cu Rise or tais P ar " 
Charing Orcas OM Ies s .. 1 8 B — 10 6 6 
do. do. do. & Pref.. e. & 4 8 — 3 10 6 
Chelsea ee ee ee 4 6 — 4 8 
City of London 18 14 1 — 1116 0 
o. do. 6 per cent, Pref... 6 6 1j. — 1 2 
County of London B 8 — 917 0 
do. ey „6 per cent. Pret... 6 6 g — 17 8 
London Electric 1 N 1 — 110 0 
do. do. 6 per cent. Pret. . 6 6 — 1018 2 
Metropolitan .. PEN 6 7 — 10 0 0 
do. 43 per cent. Pret vi 43 43 Hi — 718 2 

St. James’ and Pall Mals, „ 12 12 — 10 0 0 
Westminster Ordinary .. „ 10 20 63 — 9 10 6 

TELEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES. 

Anglo-Am. Tel. rd A "T 6 6 429 739 
do. Def. ee ee 13 13 17. — 8 11 8 

Ohile Telephone ee ee ee 6 6 — B 6 8 

Cuba Sub. Ord. - os oe 1 1 7 — 9 6 8 

Eastern e d 88 .. 10 10 1 — "8239 

Eastern Tel. Ord. oe ee 10 10 ‘107 — 519 6 

do. "do. Pref. ec 2 0 6 6 91 — 6 9 9 

Great Northern Tel. ee , 2 24 95g — 8 811 6 

Indo-European we oe .. 10 10 B5 — 7 210 

Marconi «„ 95 9 91 — i — 

8 I Telephone Ord. .. 12 12 23 — *5 18 O0 

West India and e os .. Ni Nil 3 — $ Nil. 

Hoxe Ran. s. 
Central London Ord. seated 2 4 4 s — 8 15 10 
"District æ. N Ni 20 +1 Nil 
Underground Elestrio Ordinary .. Nil Nil 22 — Nil 
o. do. .. Ni Nil qh Ls Nil 
do. do, lacere . 4 2 803 +1 29 4 
FonzEIGX Trams, &c. 
ANNO ANE Trams, First Pref. .. 64 123 214 + dà 915 6 
do. &nd Pref. , Nil 54 — 816 0 
do: do. 596 Deb. JN 6 5 +2 715 0 

Brasil Tractions .. . Ni Nil 843 —1à Nil 

British Columbia Elec. Rly. Pfoe. 6 b 56 — 818 6 
do. do. Preferred 5 6 — *8 15 0 
do. do Deferred 8 8 51 — *11 17 6 
do. do. Deb. ee “a 4 — 7 10 

Mexico Trams 5 per cent. Bonds.. Nil Nil 523 +1 N 
do. 6 per cent. Bonds.. Nil Nil — 

Mexican Light Common .. Nil Nil 11 — Nil 
do. Pref. . Nil Nil 1 — il 
do. 1st Bonds . . Ni Ni 14 —1 Nil 

MANUFACTURING COMPANIES, 
Babcock & Wilcox .. T . 15 16 93 t 614 6 
British Aluminium Ord. .. . . 10 10 : 16/8 — 12 6 3 
British Insulated Ord. .. . 15 10 1 — 919 0 
cei Pret ee ee ee 15 163 10 = " S 0 
[TI e oe ee 1 ams q 
Crompton Ord. P" vx . 210 10 16/8 — 19 6 
Edison-Swan . .. 10 10 11/8 — — 
do. do. 5 per cent, Deb. 8 5 6 70 — 7 310 
Electric Construction . . 10 10 17/6 — 118 6 
English Eleotrio " s A: 8 12/- — 18 6 8 
Do. Pref. ee oe 6 6 14/6 "i 8 b 6 
Gen. Eleo. Pref. ee ee ee 64 64 17}- —6d 7 18 0 
do. Ord. " nie P 15 10 1 i — 9 8 2 
oe ee 1 — 14 10 18 9 

do. 4 Pref, ee . — 6 18 

India-Rubber P T a 10° 10 re — = 

Met.-Vickers Pref, ee eo eo 8 8 2000 — .8 16 

Biemens Ord. ^ — 5 „ ]1.0 10 — *8 19 

Telegraph Oon, . so ee ee 20 90 9204 — *6 M 


"Dividends paid free of Income Tax. 


— 
ooo 8 


MARKET QUOTATIONS, 


IT should be remembered, in making use of the figures appearing 
in the following list, that in some cases the prices are only general, 
and they may vary according to quantities and other circumstances. 


Tuesday, June 14th. 


— - M —— — — ꝙ ë . — ee — 


CHEMICALS, &c. | PM tet 
a Acid, Oxalic .. -— oe .. per lb. 10d. | 
a Ammoniac Sal per ton | £75 
a Ammonia, Muriate (large crystal) » £65 
a Bisulphide of Carbon ‘ 1 s 
a Borax ee ee oe » £94 
: Copper Sulphate  .. và v n £33 
a Potash, Chlorate... £s .. per lb. 7d. 
a » Perchlorate x = 10 Sd. 
a Shellac . .. per owt. £20 10s. F 
* Sulphur, Sublimed Flowers m » £18 - 
Lump vs à Es - £16 ^ 
a Soda, Chlorate os 95 .. per lb. 5d. * 
" oras .. perton | £1 o 
a Sodium ichromate, casks .. per lb. 94d. "» 
METALS, &c. 
p Babbitt’s Metal Ingots .. per ton £95 to £800 
c Brass oiled metal 2" to 12" basis) per lb. 1ljd. 
c „ Tubes (solid drawn) x » 1/13 to 1/2 =e 
c „ Wire, basis is j llid. . * 
c Copper DA (solid drawn) xa " 1/83 ake 
c „ Bars (best eee .. per ton 4116 55 
C „ IS "m s ki £116 v 
c "we e. ee » £116 
d „ (Electrolyticj Bars ai » £ £) inc 
d „ " eets - » £145 
d „ = Wire Rods.. " | £95 £9 in« 
d a H.C. Wire.. per lb 113d. id. inc 
f Ebonite Rod .. » | 8 
„ Sheet.. ; «51 8/ K 
n German Silver Wire m és 10 2/9 à 
h Gutta-percha, fine .. 25 5s » | 14/- to 16/ - 
h India-rubber, Para fine .. " | 11d. id. inc. 
; Iron Pig even Warrants) . per ton | Nom, as 
ad Vire: Ke e Ee Pls QE , P. pé qual. " £40 
A £28 5s. 10s. dec 
ri Mercure .. per bot. | £10 15 to £11 10s. dec. 
e Mica (in original cases) small .. per lb. 4d. to 4J- A 
: " " »" medium . » 5/- to 10J- .. 
large 99 19/6 to 25/- & ap ee 
» Phosphor Bronze, plain castings.. i 1/4 to 1/9 : 
2 is „ rolled bars and rods " 2/1 to 2/6 
„ rolled strip - doeet Y 2/2 to 2/7 
, Silicium Bronze Wire ; per lb. 1/4 2 
r Steel, Magnet, in bars d y» Pa | 1/8 oe 
n Tin, Block (English) is .. per ton £167 to £168  |t£6 to £7 dec. 
Wire, Nos. 1 to 16 .. perlb. | 47 a. 
Fy White Anti- krlotion Metals .. per ton £78 to £800 
| 
Quotations mepe by— 
a G. Boor & Co. ames & Shakes 
c Thos. Bolton & Sons, Ltd. 7 Edward Till & Co. 
d Frederick Smith & Co. i Bolling & Lowe. 


e F. Wiggins & Sons. I Richard Johnson & Nephew, Ltd. 
f India- Rubber. Gutta-Percha and : P. Ormiston & Sons. 

Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. — 
r W. F. Dennis & Co. 


How to Use Oil Fnel,—In a letter to the Manchester 
Guardian, “ Practical” gives some hints to those who have 
changed, or who contemplate changing, over from coal to oil 
burning. With regard to burners, the best is the cheapest ; if a 
cheap burner has already been obtained, do not waste time trying 
to improve it ; cut your losses, and buy a good burner—if possible, 
one with a spraying effect, to obtain the better flame, and not a 
miniature hosepipe. It is most essential that the apparatus ahould 
be provided with proper means for controlling the air, in order to 
ensure & proper mixture. If the burners have been fixed toa 
battery of boilers, it would be a paying proposition to install a 
small compressed-air plant, and thus save a large quantity of the 
steam which is being. used as the oil driver. 

The oil after passing through a filter into the gravitation tank 
should be heated to about 160° F.; a i-in. pipe provided with a 
controlling valve will be found efficient for heating it. The oil 
should pass into the tank in a steady flow (not emptied direct out 
of the barrels), and so maintain an even temperature to ensure a 
proper atomisation of the oil when leaving the burner. 

After an employer has attended to the above, it is the duty of 
the engineer and fireman to display the necessary intelligence and 
attention to the plant to obtain the best redit Oil fuel, no 
doubt. has come to stay if the oil syndicates will deliver at £3 10e. 
per ton and guarantee constant supplies, if an effioient burner at 
a reasonable price is used, and, lastly, if proper attention is given by 
the engineer. 


The Metric System Adopted in Japan.— The new Weight 
and Measure Law, as passed by the Diet, was formally promulgated 
recently by the Japanese Government, thus rendering Japan one of 
the metric countries. Simultaneously with the promulgation of 
the new Law, Director Kitsukawa, of the Weight and Measure 
Office, gave out a statement, saying that even when the first weight 
and measure law was framed in 1893, Japan was desirous of 
adopting the metric system, but the nation was not ready to accept 
it. When the world war started, however, the necessity of adopt- 
ing the metric system was keenly felt, and the Government Bill 
was readily accepted by the Diet,— Board of Trade Journal, 
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THE FAILURE OF METALS UNDER INTERNAL AND PROLONGED STRAIN. 


THE symposium and general discussion held on the above 
subject on April 6th at the Institution of Mechanical 
Engineers must have been unique in the interests represented 
thereat. It is understood to have been promoted by the 
Faraday Society, but no less than five of the big engineering 
societies participated; namely, the Institution of Mechanical 
Engineers, the Iron and Steel Institute, the Institute of 
Metals, the North-East Coast Institution of Engineers and 
Shipbuilders, and the Institution of Engineers and Ship- 
builders in Scotland. ‘lhe result of this co-operation was 
that data were brought forward and light thrown upon the 
subject by engineers, metallurgists, physicists, and chemists, 
although it must be confessed that the contributions of the 
first of these classes, whose interest in the subject ought to 
be the keenest of all, were decidedly disappointing. Perhaps 
the reasbn for that was the one implied in the speech of Mr. L. 
PENDRED—as a matter of fact, our bridges and other structures 
do actually stand, and don’t spontaneously fall to pieces like 
some of the specimens described or shown. The engineers 
should be told that this durability may be more a matter of 
good fortune than of skill or knowledge—as a matter of fact, 
it isn’t even quite true, as contributions to the discussion 
bore witness—and seeing that engineers usually employ some 
five times as much material as they should (disguised by that 
euphemistic phrase factor of safety °’) physicists may reason- 
ably retort that the: engineer has still much to learn from 
molecular physics. The little note alone presented by Mr. 
JoHN ARNoTT (of Messrs. J. & G. Weir, Ltd.) was enough to 
make the most complacent of users wonder what material 
really can be trusted! Here is a standard phosphor bronze 
bar on the market supposed to be as immaculate as Caesar's 
wife, and yet which has had so much cold work put into 
it for it to attain a high yield point and tensile strength 
that it is full of incipient vet invisible transverse and longi- 
tudinal cracks, which tell their tale to the one who is acute 
enough to have his suspicions after three minutes’ immersion 
jn & mercurous nitrate solution. 

One may profitably consider again the examples quoted in 
two excellent contributions to the discussion coming from 
America, fron Mr. James E. Howarp and Mr. HENRY 8. 
RAWDON. Thus the former stated that recent examinations 
of structural shapes have shown tlie presence of internal strains 
of compression equivalent to 19,000 lb. per sq. in., which is 
three-fourths of the usual allowable stress for a compression 
member in current engineering practice. Seeing that no ac- 
count is taken of internal strains in structural members 
exposed to compressive stresses, the fact is noteworthy. Mr. 
Howard also instanced the transverse fissures that occur in 
rails as a result of the augmentation in service of original cool- 
ing strains, and Mr. Rawdon supported this view by describing 
actual examples. 

Of special interest to electrical engineers were the cases 
of spontaneous failure of the lead sheathing of telegraph 
cables brought forward by Mr. L. AncHBUTT. These were 
examples of almost pure lead-covered cables which had been 
laid for periods varving from 9 to 13 years and which had not 
corroded, but had developed fine cracks that opened 
out on bending the cable. In other cases the sheathing of 
cables laid for some 40 vears was as good as when first laia. 
In one instance of failure the cracking had actually led to 
a breakdown of the insulation. [n every ease it was 1ovnd 
that the cracks were interervstalline, and that there was a 
striking difference between the shape and size of the crystals 
in the defective parts and the sound portion of the sheath. 
Experiments were made on lengths of sheathing subjected 
to tensile strain and to vibration. and it was found that such 
cable was particularly prone to failure. Mr. Archbutt's con- 
clusion was that the long-continued action of a stress in 
lead, much less than that necessary to cause immediate elonya- 
tion, will cause the crvstals gradually to lose their cohesion 
and come apart. and the failure is connected with a. weak 
tyne of crystalline. structure. 

It will be convenient at this stage to consider the subject 
in its general aspects, and what follows will be based upon 
the very lucid introductory review with which the discussion 
was opened by Dr. W. ROSENHAIN. 

The essential differences between ordinary external and 
internal stresses are that with the former. generally speaking, 
the element of time enters only very. slightly into the result, 
and when in a strained metal rupture occurs it takes place 
across the crystals. In the internal stresses which produce 
the so-called “ season-cracking.”” the fracture takes place 
along the crystal boundaries, and in these cases the apparent 
strength depends very largely upon the time during which 
the stress acts. The action was first observed in brass tubes 
or cups in Which circumferential stresses had heen set up 
in the process of manufacture, but externally- nophed stresses 
may also cause season-cracking. and since 1919. effects have 
heen observed in metals other than brass. such as lead, steel, 
and aluminium allovs. The mode of origin of internal stresses 
is tolerably certain: thev are the result of unequal changes 
of dimension in different. parts of the same piece of metal. 
due to either mechanical or thermal causes. The nature of 
their operation. is more obscure. The strains or fractures 
Tesulting from these stresses must be of quite a different 


character. from a simple ultinate stress, for fracture can 
occur tar below the ultunate strength of the material. ‘The 
expianation urged by Dr. Roseuhain is founded on the well- 
known theory of the existence of an amorphous film between 
the crystal grains of metals. lt is supposed that under the 
action of long-continued stress this amorphous material will 
tlow like an under-cooled viscous liquid, and this movement 
may eventually lead to intercrystalline rupture. Motion will, 
however, only occur if the boundaries of the crystals are smooth 
and regular; if jagged or irregular, the intercrystalline flow 
wil not take piace. Thus the facility with which season- 
cracking or similar failures take place will depend on the 
micro-structure of the metal. Strung support was given to 
this view by the striking photomicrographs shown by Dr. 
Rosenhain and others, but its acceptability, of course, depends 
on the evidence for the existence of the hypothetical amor- 
phous film. As to this, Sir JAMES EWING put forward a very 
clear and convincing argument on general grounds for the 
irregular orientation of the molecules at the boundary where 
one crystal merges into its neighbour. Such irregularity 18 
nothing more than the supposed amorphous layer. 

The amorphous boundary explanation was strongly criticised 
by Dr. W. H. HarrFIELD, who brought forward evidence that 
increasing the time of application of stresses does not result 
in a lower breaking load, which should be the case if viscous 
flow was the cause of fracture. This evidence was hardly 
conclusive, and it was supported by the fact that many metals 
are stressed at high values for indefinite periods without 
rupture occurring. Here again, however, a determining fea- 
ture would be the microstructure. 

Another explanation of season-cracking ascribes it to corro- 
sion or other forms of chemical action. In Dr. Hatfield's view, 
such action induces weaknesses in metals already stressed, 
and thus facilitates rupture. Mr. HaroLb Moore thougnt 
that corrosion. would take place in the amorphous film itself, 
and thus be a prime cause of failure by causing a breakdown 
at the crystal functions. He brought forward evidence based 
on the action of ammonia on stressed brass, although in the 
case of steel the corrosive action would be that induced in the 
ordinary way bv moist air. Dr. Rosenhain, with much force, 
showed that chemical action although it might sometimes 
be an important factor or might have an accelerating effect, 
was not essential to the failure of metals under internal stress. 

A contribution by Prof. C. H. D&scH established the fact 
that where metals are subject to chemical or corrosive action, 
whether of liquids or gases, although it is not true of all 
reagents, such action frequently advances along the inter- 
crystalline boundaries, and this course is most likely to occur 
when the metal is in a state of tension. The action of mercury 
and its salts on strained metals is specially noteworthv, and 
it may be utilised to demonstrate the existence of strains on 
incipient fracture otherwise invisible. 

We may suitably conclude this very general description of 
the course of the discussion with a brief reference to one or 
two of the more striking examples of failure brought forward 
and not already alluded to. Messrs. VaupnEY and BALLARD 
described the failures—either  fire-cracking. or season-crack- 
ing—which sometimes occur in certain sizes of drawn brass 
tubes arising. from an apparent stratification. of the wall of 
the tubes. This condition arises when a tube is subjected 
to too large a sink in drawing (7 sink is the reduction 
of internal diameter), without sufficient reduction in thick- 
ness, and stratification of the tube may occur on a too-sudden 
application of heat on annealing. The minute flaws are 
rendered visible by nnmersion in an acid solution of mercu- 
rous nitrate. 

Mr. W. C. HOTHERSALL described the spontaneous cracking 
on storage which sometimes occurs in the necks of small arm 
cartridge cases. These cracks were shown to arise as a result 
of stresses set up in the necks subsequent to semi-annealing, 
and it was thought that they were mainly set up during the 
‘necking " and“ bulleting "" operations. The example is the 
more interesting because mercury is present in the cap com- 
position, and it may have a determining effect in. bringing 
about rupture. 

A paper bv Mr. O. W. Ents described some experiences of 
seuson-cracking in brass rods obtained during the war. Mr. 
Ellis's figures are based on the tests made at Woolwich on 
samples taken from 2.500.000 rods of varving shapes and sizes. 
It is dithcult to generalise from the results; but it may be 
said that. certain consignments of rods of some grades gave 
quite a high percentage of failures. Rods of square section 
of certain sizes seemed particularly prone to season-cracking. 
It was eventually found that Jow-temperature annealing re- 
moved the internal stresses, and enabled rods to be passed as 
sound which otherwise would have ruptured under the tests. 
The general question of preventing season-cracking in brass 
was dealt with in an exhaustive paper read be Mr. Harotp 
MookEkE and Mr. S. BECKINSALE, of the Research Department, 
Woolwich. These authors have made a systematic study on 
the reduction of stress by low-temperature annealing in 70/30 
brass cold-rolled to 120. 160, and 900 Brinell hardness, in 
elasticallv-bent test strips of each hardness initially stressed 
to 11, 17, and 22 tons per sq. in. maximum tension. Tem- 
peratures from 200 deg. to 325 deg. C. were employed. It was 
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found that at the lower temperatures while the rate of reduc- 
tion of stress is fairly rapid at first it becomes very slow 
when the stress has been reduced to about one-half, and the 
higher the Initial stress, the longer the time required to reduce 
it to a given fraction. Ihe harder the brass the more rapidly 
is a given initial stress reduced at a particular temperature. 
The experiments left no doubt but that by suitable low- 
temperature annealing not only can the liability to season- 
cracking be eliminated, but it can be done without harmtul 
elect to the quality ot the brass. 

Failure in steel parts or articles is probably less frequent 
than in brass, and less study has been given to this metal in 
this regard. Nevertheless, sume Interesting and striking cases 
of failure were brought forward. thus Sir HENRY FOWLER 
instanced the deterioration. of certain locomotive boiler tubes, 
the ends of which were found to have become quite brittle. 
‘The tubes, owing to war conditions, had been made of interior 
steel, and failure appears to. have been caused by the con- 
centration in the crystal boundaries of the impurities, notably 
phosphorus, but why this should have happened 1s unknown, 
unless It was the repeated. stresses set up during the work 
of the locomotive. Of the 6,000 tubes in service on the 
Midland Railway only eight appear to have developed this 
curious brittleness. Mr. D. HANsoN, however, described other 
types of intercrystalline failure in steel as a result of prolonged 
stresses Which are more common. dhus, several cases have 
been observed in mild steel boiler plates that have failed in 
service. In one instance severe cracks developed in a wrapper 
plate from the combustion chamber of a marine boiler around 
the edges between the rivet hoes. It was 10und that in the 
portions which failed the cementite mainly occurred in the 
form of intercrystalline films. Another similar case quoted 
was the drum of a water-tube boner, und a third case a 
number of plates from a high-pressure marine boiler. Such 
Íanures had also been observed in cold drawn steel tubing 
after use in a nitre bath at 300 deg, C. There were no work- 
ing stresses in the tube, which evidently had become subject 
to serious Internal stresses as a result of the coid drawing. 

Several speakers referred to the failures which sometines 
occur in tools and tocl steel, and a paper on this aspect of 
the subject was presented by Mr. J. NEILU GREENWOOD. 
llardened steel is in a condition. of considerable stress, due 
primarily to the suppression ot allotrople and phase. changes 
'ausing the metal to occupy a smatler volume than it normally 
would. Consequently even at ordinary temperatures long- 
period changes take place involving evolution of heat, change 
of volume, and so forth, and sometimes the stresses are 
greater than the normal cohesive forces keeping the steel 
together—and it flies to pieces. Mr. Greenwood analysed 
these internal changes very closely, and he showed how 
proper tempering may relieve them. He also showed the 
influence of free carbide and non-metallic inclusions in weak- 
ening the steel, and the benefeial influence of manganese 
and chromitun, Which reduce internal stress irregulurities by 
making the quenching effect more uniform. 

We have not attempted to do anything Tike justice to the 
great amount of data and number of opinions brought together 
in the course of the discussion. It has only been possible to 
draw attention to some of its outstanding features, and those 
who desire to give the subject serious study must go to the 
full report of the discussion, which we understand will be 
published in due course by the societies which co-operated to 
organise jt. 

It remains to say that the meeting which began at 9.30 
did not terminate until 10.30. although there were merciful 
intervals for rest and refreshment. and the successive sessions 
were presided over by Prof. Alfred W. Porter. Capt. H. Riall 
Sankey, and Admiral Sir George Goodwin, presidents, respec- 
tively of the Faraday Society, Institution of Mechanical En- 
gineers, and Institute of Metals. Illness kept away Dr. J. E. 
Stead, president of the Tron and Steel Institute, and a tele- 
gram was sent to him from the meeting. 


RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 
PRACTICE. 


IN TURBINE 


DISCUSSION AT MANCHESTER. 


Mr. K. Beumenn’s paper on the above subject, which was 
abstracted in our issues of April 15th and 22nd. was discussed 
by members of the NORTH-WESTERN CENTRE of the [INSTITUTION 
or ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS on April 12th. 

Prof. G. Stoney described the paper as an epoch-making 
one, and hoped the author would, after a term of years, or 
sooner, give them another paper which would continue the 
good work he was doing. We practically agreed with every 
point in it, and thought Mr. Baumann was quite right in 
saving that the critical speed of the turbine should be near 
the running speed. The increase in steam pressure, tempera- 
ture, and vacuum, as well as in size of turbine, was growing 


steadily with no sign of saturation. Apparently it might go 
on for ever, but he was atraid they would soon come up 
against the properties of material in the superheater. The 
vacuum had steadily improved, and they were now reaching 
the point where they were coming up against the tempera- 
ture of cooling water, and until somebody invented some 
way of getting over the second problem of thermo-dynanuics, 
he did not think they would get a much better vacuum than 
they had now, which meant that the factor Parsons called 
k and Mr. Baumann called Sigma, had to be increased and 
that, of course, bad a direct bearing upon the Velocity ratio 
and the B.th.u.’s available. The speaker especially liked Mr. 
Baumann's rule for the factor of safety—an exceedingly good 
rule and a safe one—very much better than basing it on the 
ultimate strength only. The beautiful optical methods, and 
80 forth, of measuring elastic limit were not really commercial 
He agreed with Mr. Baumann that four-bearing designs were 
very much more satisfactory than three-bearing designs as 
regarded vibration, but confessed that he had a liking for 
flexible couplings between the turbine and the alternator, 
although so many were now making long and rigid coupiunygs 
which were running quite satisfactorily. That was more 
especially the case with more than two shafts running in 
line as with tandem alternators or steam turbines. Regarding 
the vibration of turbine disks, the mathematical solution of 
the problem was exceedingly ditticult and not very satisiuc- 
tory. Of course, experiments would be expensive to carry 
out, but he had experimented with rubber disks 73 in. in 
diameter, and he had always found that they vibrated on 
two nodal diameters. He exhibited a model in lead of the 
shape the disk assumed, and explained that it had a nod: 
diameter one way and another nodal diameter at right angles. 
He never succeeded in making his rubber disks vibrate with 
four nodal diameters, and was considerably surprised to hear 
that the author said they did so. Mr. Baumann was quite 
right in thinking that there was a great future for the 4.00 
r.p.in. turbine in big power schemes. With an output now of 
something like 15,000 kW, which they could get at 3.0“, 
r.p.m., the advantage of running at the lower speed of 1,5” 
r.p.m. was in fact negligible. On the other hand, they had 
the iminense advantage of smaller forgings and costs, and 
it was quite impossible to get really reliable large forgings. 
High-grade material such as chrome-nickel steel was ali 
right for small articles such as aeroplane and motor car en- 
gines, but its use for very large forgings was very doubtful 
indeed. The difficulty of forging high-grade steels was very 
great indeed. An impulse turbine would be very much im- 
proved if the shrouding was not only riveted, but also brazed 
on; riveting was always flexible for small movements, and 
the amount of damage to the shape of the blading was in- 
finitesimal. The author's analysis of the variation of the 
economical rating under various conditions was most valuable. 
It was a great pity that turbine makers had not been more 
candid about breakdowns that had occurred and their causes. 
It would have greatly increased the rate at which progres 
had been made if such candour had been more widely pre- 
valent. The ratio of blade height to mean diameter was 
most important, because it was comparatively easy to make 
a blade which would stand up against a centrifugal force, 
but it was much more difficult to make a disk do so. Many 
troubles might be avoided if two-cvlinder designs were more 
largely adopted for very large sizes, apart entirely from the 
question of leaving losses. | eaving losses, for the most ordi- 
nary sizes, could be quite well dealt with in a single cylinder 
design by Mr. Baumann's multiexhaust. which was one of 
the most radicaland greatest improvements in turbine design 
that had been made of late years. : 

Mr. H. I. Gry, while applauding the motive which caused 
the authcr to pass lightly over the merits of the multi-exbaust. 
feared that it might result in the principles and properties of 
that construction being as little understood as his motive. 
It was not clear from the very brief description of the very 
novel construction what happened in the inner tiers of blades 
at the low-pressure end of the machine, and the effect was 
certainly not appreciated by some of those who took part in 
the discussion in London. The great advantage of the multi- 
exhaust construction was that it enabled one to employ à 
smaller mean diameter for the stages than could be employed 
for any alternative construction. From that fact a very large 
number of advantages flowed which not only improved the 
efficiency of the machine, but very materially affected its 
speed and reliability. Before Mr. Baumann arrived at the 
solution of the problem, the machines which the speakers 
firm was building for speeds of 3.000 r.p.m. and outputs up 
to about 6.000 KW were typical of the machines being. rre 
duced by other makers in this country and other parts of the 
world. The immediate result of remodelling that line of 
machine (the principal change consisting of a reduction 1n 
the mean diameter of the wheel to about three-quarters of 
that which they had been using up to that date, in spite 
of the fact that the output with which the new machine 
would deal. was increased to three times the output of the 
old machine), with the consequent changes which had been 
outlined in the paper, was that the blade stresses were re- 
duced by over 20 per cent.. as compared with the blade 
stresses which had been emploved by them for many Bears, 
The stresses in the disks were reduced to three-quarters o 
their old values; the stresses in the diaphragm blade were 
reduced to two-thirds of the old ones, and the deflections d 
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the diaphragms (because of their very much smaller diameter) 
were easily reduced to one half of what had been commonly 
allowed before, and it was possible at small cost to increase 
uppreciably the margin between the running and critical 
speeds of the turbine. A small vibration occurred at some 
distance from synchronism between the running and critical 
speeds, and a sinooth-running turbine was obtained. It was 
also possible, because of the much smaller dimensions, to 
make of cast steel at a reasonable cost many of the parts 
which had previously been made of cast iron, and that would 
result in such machines being able to stand higher tempera- 
tures than had commonly been the case. The disks also, 
because of their much smaller diameter, could be made so 
stiff that their first critical speed was appreciably above the 
running speed. ‘There were additional advantages; there 
were nine counts at least upon which the reliability of the 
machine could be materially improved; the etliciency was 
immediately improved and the percentage of loss was materi- 
ally reduced. 

Mr. S. L. Pearce explained that a good deal of the paper was 
based upon American experience, and as he had had the oppor- 
tunity last autumn of visiting the States and seeing almost 
all the large turbine plant that the author had referred to, he 
could very readily associate himself with the latter’s remarks 
with regard to the frankness with which American engineers 
had disclosed all their troubles. In connection with very large 
turbine plant, it was to the United States that they must 
iook, and from the States they could learn a great deal of what 
to avoid and, possibly, what to adopt. Ile had met the author 
in the States and discussed much of the plant they had seen. 
Generally speaking, one could fairly say that the record of 
single-shaft machines in the States had not been altogether 
satisfactory; there had been far too many wheel failures. The 
first two tables in tlie paper would well repay ample considera- 
tion. Referring to item 20 in Table I, the machine built for the 
Manchester Corporation by Messrs. Hichardsons, Westgarth 
in conjunction with the Metropolitan-Vickers Co. had 
an economical rating of 20,000 kW, but the maximum continu- 
ous rating of the machine should be 25,000 kW. Item No. 26 
in that table was very interesting, especially as it was styled 
'" Proposed practice for 1921." So far as the steam end was 
concerned, at any rate, that machine would never be built. 
As regarded the possible size to which single-shaft machines 
could be carried, namely, 30,000 kW at 1,500 r.p.m., and 
35,000 kW at 1,500 r.p.m., personally he thought those sizes 
were safe— with the particular type of exhaust for which the 
author was responsible. Dealing with turbine troubles. it 
seemed that practically in every case the fundamental cause 
was vibration. It was very important that users and designers 
should come together, and that there should be a frank ex- 
change of opinion on both sides. One rather radical departure 
in the modern G.E. designs was in connection with the shaft 
packing. He formed a very definite opinion. that there was 
& reaction setting in in the States in favour of the reaction 
type against the single-shaft impulse turbine for very large 
sets on account of the troubles which had been experienced. 
At any rate, one of the principal designers in the States, when 
discussing the Barton machines, said that he would not care 
to design or manufacture the Barton machines having such 
a large heat drop as they would have in a single cylinder; 
further, he thought the economical temperature of the steam 
should never exceed 700 deg. Mr. Pearce said he saw the 
30,000-kKW Brush Ljungstrom machine delivered by the General 
Electric Co. in course of construction, and it was interesting 
to know that the G.E. engineers did not believe that the 
thermal economies which were expected to be obtained from 
that machine would counterbalance the excessively heavy cost 
of construction. One was surprised to note the small average 
size of turbines, resulting partly from the fact that all tur- 
hines had been included whether for power stations or in- 
dustrial work. Probably if power stations alone had been 
taken they would have shown a higher average. though the 
percentage in favour of the impulse. as against reaction type, 
might possibly not be quite so high if some of the smaller 
Impulse machines were ruled out. The American West- 
inghouse Co.'s machines, chiefly of the reaction. type. had 
been freer from trouble than the G.E. machines. The com- 
pany had built turbines up to 30,000 kW rating in a single 
cylinder with a sort of semi-double end. It had an impulse 
Wheel and reaction, and those operated from a l.p. double end. 
But the tendency seemed to be to go in for the purely reaction 
two-evlinder machine with a double l.p. end. For outputs 
bigger than 35,000 kW the company had adopted the triple- 
cylinder cross-compound type, which was really a very in- 
teresting machine. The Duquesne Electric Lighting Co.'s 
station had been built for five 50.000-kKW sets of the triple- 
cylinder cross-coinpound type, which would show a slightly 
superior thermal economy to anything else the speaker came 
across in the States. Their steam pressure was 300 lb. and 
vacuum 29 in.: with 1 h.p. and 2 l.p. evlinders the steam con- 
sumption was 10} lb.; 1 h.p. and 1 l.p. 11.2 lb., and 2 Lp. 
14 lb. The points in favour of the triple-compound tvpe were 
that the separate cylinders enabled the high and the l.p. 
elements to be designed quite independently and, therefore, 
to the best advantage as regarded speed and mechanical 
Strength. Secondly, a slightly higher thermal efficiency could 

got for the combination in comparison with single sets 
of the same aggregate capacity. Thirdly, the l.p. turbine 
could be run even if the h.p. cylinder was out of commission. 


Against the arrangement was the extra capital outlay per kW 
installed, the extra floor space, and last, but not least, the 
extreme complication of working. It was a question of balanc- 
ing the points for and against, but he did not think the 
requirements of this country were likely to call for 60,000-k W 
sets, so probably the point would not arise. The Interborough 
Rapid Transit Co., which was responsible for the introduc- 
tion of that machine, in its latest extension had reverted to 
the single-shaft single-cylinder turbine. On the question of 
the feed water, the author was an optimist, and so far as 
the total elimination of erosion was concerned he had gone 
à little too far. It could not be done completely by arranging 
the feed water in a closed cycle. They must go further than 
that, and certain arrangements were receiving attention at 
headquarters. The use of kerosene was first made in this 
country at Stuart Street; the idea was originally extracted 
from some German technical production. ‘The Glasgow results 
given by the author were extremely valuable. If they could 
get those results in Glasgow the speaker was perfectly certain 
they would beat them at Barton. The broad conclusion he 
had come to on British and American practice was that 
American manufacturers were not so advanced in the develop- 
ment of turbine engineering on sound lines as British manu- 
facturers. He had compared the best plant in each case, and 
they showed less high percentage efficiencies. He reported 
on those lines to his conunittee when he came back from the 
States, and he sent a copy of that report to a very eminent 
consulting engineer on the other side of the water, who said: 
"lIagree with you entirely. I regret that I have to do so.“ 

Mr. NEWTON was in general agreement with Mr. Baumann's 
opinions. There was still a certain reluctance amongst en- 
gineers to accept high-speed turbines; he expressed a very 
strong preference for the high-speed turbine as being the more 
reliable. Chrome nickel steel disks showed a very slight 
percentage of trouble up to about 30 or 36 in. diameter. 
Larger forgings of the same kind of steel had shown a very 
great percentage of scrapping in the shops. In one case, out 
of ten disks eight were scrapped, a most heartbreaking experi- 
ence. Except for the largest stations, he would choose tur- 
bines of from 12,000 to 15,000 kW at 3,000 r.p.m. 

Mr. G. A. JUHLIN thought that the author's opening remark 
that there was no advantage to be obtained on the electrical 
side from high speed was perfectly correct, but development 
had nevertheless taken place in order to take advantage of the 
increased economy on the turbine side. British practice 
headed the list, and the actual development of large sizes 
started with the 10,000-kW set which was already begun in 
1916, but it could not be proceeded with on account of the 
war. They were in a position to ask the turbine builder to 
follow the alternator, as they had no difficulty in producing 
the electrical end so as to absorb the power of any of the 
turbines that a designer might put forward. He associated 
himself very strongly with the author's recommendation with 
regard to factors of safety. That point was of particular in- 
terest on the electrical side where they dealt with a high- 
tensile material such as nickel-chrome-vanadium steel. 

Mr. K. BAUMANN, in reply, pointed out that if a disk 
vibrated on a four-nodal diameter it meant that the deflection 
of the disk itself was very small. Thev had attempted to 
measure that detlection, but had not been successful. The 
only conclusion that it was vibrating on a four-nodal. diameter 
was based on work which had been done for them by the 
greatest authority on the subject, who said there was a pos- 
sibility of the disk vibrating on a four-nodal diameter. In the 
States in the Curtis turbine made by the Westinghouse Co. 
the shrouds of the various blades were brazed together so as 
to prevent vibration, but he was not sure whether 
i& would pay in their tvpe of turbine; he preferred to get 
something more substantial. For very large sets the use of 
two-cvlinder designs might be desirable, but in this country 
they had not arrived at that size under ordinary steam con- 
ditions, and with sets such as they were making or modern 
power stations they were on the right lines as far as single- 
cylinder construction was concerned. The speaker did not 
think the power station of the future would contain the 35,000 
and 30,000-kW sets of which they had heard a great deal. 
He had become a little more conservative than he was before 
he went to the States, and did not think the 50,000-kW 
turbine was necessary. He would not recommend the de- 
velopment of 50.000-k W machines if that involved a speed 
of more than 2,090 r.p.m.: future turbine development must 
be on the lines of increasing the output of the 1,500-r.p.m. 
machine, and progress in that direction would depend to a 
certain extent on the output which eonld. be obtained from 
the alternator at that speed. A 35.000-kW economical rating 
could be used, but it would be better to go slow in that con- 
nection. A modern single-cvlinder machine would be very 
satisfactory, and single-evlinder turbines could be made which 
did not involve the use of any large diameters; large diameters 
were responsible for a deal of the trouble in the States—not 
only from disk vibration, but also trouble resulting from large 
deflection. 


The Magnetic Declination.— According to the report of 
the Astronomer-Royal, the mean magnetic declination for the 
year 1920 was 14° 8˙7 W; it is decreasing by 9˙5 4 year, 
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The West Riding Inquiry. 


(Concluded from page 167). 
THE Power Company's CASE. 


Shortly before the adjournment on May 25th, Mr. Hunter 
Gray, K.C., opened the case for the Yorkshire Electric Power 
Co. He quoted at length from a report of the Conference 
engineers, and suggested that the facts and figures given there, 
as a result of close inquiry, relating to the Power Company's 
undertaking and the existing undertakings of the various local 
authorities, showed very good reasons why the supply of elec- 
trical energy in the area should remain in the hands of the 
Electric Power Company. He acknowledged the various wit- 
nesses' generous references to the work of the company during 
the course of the inquiry. The attitude of the company was 
not one of obstruction. It was desirous, within its powers, of 
helping to better the interests of the community, but it would 
be absurd for the company to pretend that its first duty was 
other than to look after the interests of its own shareholders, 
particularly as certain classes of its investors had been un- 
remunerated for some years. The company believed it was 
possible to arrive at a much better condition of affairs than 
existed to-day. The Leeds scheme foreshadowed the demise 
of the Power Company by slow starvation, and if the company 
had to choose between such starvation and being brought out 
at a fair price, he did not think there was much doubt as to 
its choice. If the Commissioners or the parties came to the 
conclusion that the Power Company should be bought out 
under cither scheme, the first difliculty would be in arriving at 
the price. The second, and more serious, difficulty was that 
of satisfying the company as to the security for the payment 
of the moneys which might be agreed upon. He had heard 
nothing in the inquiry which would satisfy the company that a 
figure approximating the large figure justified could safety be 
guaranteed to the Power Company. The company was not 
desirous of parting either with the whole or any part of its 
undertaking, and he offered three alternative proposals, sub- 
mitted in order of preference to the company. If none of these 
was acceptable, the company would consider, under certain 
circumstances, the transfer of its undertaking. 

The three proposals were: (1) That the company was willing 
and able to undertake the responsibilities of a Joint Electricity 
Authority in the district; (2) the company was prepared and 
had formulated its plans to go on under its present powers and 
also to supply those districts in which there were no authorised 
distributors; (3) the company was prepared to go on under 
its present wide, though in some respects not wide enough, 
powers. . He agreed, with regard to the first proposition, that 
except in name the company could not act in anything but a 
private capacity, but doing everything which the proposed 
public Authority would have to do, and it would have to be 
done under the supervision of the Commissioners. He main- 
tained that this was the most simple and effective solution of 
the serious difficulty which existed in the district. For twenty 
veurs the company had been developing steadily along the lines 
laid down by the promoters of the schemes as necessary to 
supply the district with energy. 

In answer to a comment by Mr. II. Booth that if the com- 
pany became the Authority it would have to get Parliamentary 
powers, Mr. Gray said that if the Ferrybridge station were 
huilt on the scale contemplated in the company's application, 
it would have the necessary capacity. So far as he knew there 
was no limitation beyond. the fact that under the 1901 Act 
the company was precluded from supplving in certain districts, 
including some of the districts represented bv Mr. Greene. He 
unagined the necessary powers could be obtained by special 
Order of the Conunissioners without going to Parliament; but 
if Parliamentary machinery were necessary, it would be set 
in motion by the company. He could not reeommend the 
second and third proposals as so desirable as the first. Tn 
every respect the Ferrybridge site was suitable. There was 
zunple water supply already, a peculiarly suitable site for the 
ashes, and a convenient site for the fuel. Some 25.000.000 
kWh were at present supplied by the company, and there was 
every reason to expect a big development of the colliery 
demand for electricity and à demand for the Port of Goole. 
Mr. Gray pointed to the engineers’ report as having admitted 
that the desirable alternative to the publie Joint Authority sug- 
gested was for the Power Company to be appointed the Autho- 
rity. which, from an engineering point of view, would be a 
most satisfactory arrangement. For all the practical purposes 
affecting the interests of the community he contended that it 
was sound that the Power Company should supply the whole 
area, and he held that it was only for political reasons the 
question of municipal trading as against private trading—that 
company control was precluded in the view of the Conference. 


On May 206th Mr. W. B. WooDHOUSE, engineer and general 
manager of the company, was in the witness-chair lor the 
greater part of the day, and it was guthered from his evidence 
that the company’s proposal was to extend its own powers 
and operations and to leave the present authorities in control 
of their own generating stations. By this means amicable 
arrangements could be reached which would prove equally 
eflective and would occupy far less time than the establish. 
ment of a Joint Electricity Autbority. He pointed to the 
company’s past experience in reaching working agreements 
us proof of his contention. 

At the outset Mr. WOODHOUSE stated that the average density 
of population in the company's area was 0.6 per acre, while 
in the large boroughs it was 13.7 per acre. The load factor uf 
kWh sent out from the. company's system for the year 1) 
was 35 per cent. For the year ending March of that year the 
average cost to the company per kWh sent out of its stations 
was U.667d., based on the average price of coal for the period— 
£1 7s. 44d. per ton—while the average price charged for energy 
was 1.452d. per unit. 

There were no fewer than fifteen local authorities whose elev- 
tric lighting orders had been revoked because they did nothing 
with them, and it was because of that that the Yorkshire 
Electric Power Company bad developed. To overcome the 
difficulty of distribution, the Electrical Distribution of York- 
shire, Ltd., was formed in 1905, for the purpose of supplying 
electricity purchased in bulk froin the Power Company. Eight 
local authorities transferred their lighting orders to the conr 
pany, which also took out additional ones, and it had also 
power to supply for traction purposes throughout the whole 
of its area—a power which it considered important. It had 
working agreements with 40 out of 63 local authorities. as 
well as with the Bradford Corporation, with which it had co 
operated during the war to their mutual satisfaction. There 
were 31 districts in the company's area. 

It proposed to erect a new generating station at Ferrybridge 
with plant of the capacity of 135.000 KW, and with the assist- 
ance of that and the plant of leeds and Bradford it could 
supply the whole of the electricity for the area. Mr. Wood- 
house enumerated a list of resolutions in support of the scheme 
from public and private bodies, and added that the company 
always had been and always would be ready to discuss any 
scheme with any other interested bodies in the area. 

Mr. Hunter Gray, K.C. (for the company) : Would the com- 
pany consider parting with the undertaking at a fair price if 
the Commissioners thought it absolutely necessary ?—The cow- 
pany don't wish to sell their undertaking, but they are pre 
pared to continue its development. They have shown by ther 
past work that they are best fitted to deal with this particular 
area. 

Mr. E. Woo t (for Leeds): The first criticism in your repre- 
sentations is that you don't approve of the area. Have you 
any objection to it beyond the obvious fact that it involves a 
certain severance of vour undertaking ?—No. 

You submit that there is no necessity for a Joint Electricity 
Authority. I should not think you put that forward with very 
grave conviction?—We do. There is in existence a company 
which can carry out the duties of a Joint Electricity Authority. 
The company 1s in a position to deal with this matter at once. 
without any delay or any call on the Treasury or on any public 
service. 

Mr. A. T. Miniter, K.C. (for the Conference scheme) : Your 
proposal would leave each large municipality in its present 
position in control of its own generation ?—Yes. 

If the Power Company could obtain control of all thee 
generating stations would that be an advantage?—I don't think 
the present is the time for a change of ownership, and I dont 
see the necessity for single control of all generating stations. Í 
think all the advantages to be obtained by single control could 
in practice be obtained by agreement. 

You would expect to have no difficulties in the continued 
existence of generating authorities controlling their own man 
agement in Leeds, Bradford, Halifax. Huddersfield, Barnsley. 
Keighley and these other places?— No. I think our expen- 
ence shows that these difficulties can be got over. 

Mr. A. G. Lupton, Chairman of the Yorkshire Electric Power 
Company, gave evidence as to the capital issues of the com- 
panv and its growth since inception, and was followed by 
several witnesses, colliery managers, and secretaries, who spoke 
as consumers for the retention of the Power Company at pre 
sent. Mr. ARTHUR THos. THOMPSON, general manager of the 
Manvers Main Collieries, and also authorised to speak for the 
South Yorkshire Coal Trade Association, said they thought the 
municipal schemes altogether too large and not tending either 
to efficiency or economy, as managed by municipal bodies 
They much preferred to get what they wanted from a private 
firm managed by business people who understood their work. 

Mr. J. H. Cocksurn, secretary of the South Yorkshire Coal 
Trade Association, said it was not practicable and could not 
reasonably be expected that any electricity authority composed 
of representatives of local authorities could ever make ite 
scheme pav. It was a gigantic mistake, his association 
thought. and evervone would be doomed to disappointment. 

Mr. H. F. Surrusox. general manager of the Airedale Col- 
lieries, Castleford, was the last witness, and all agreed. in repl* 
to Mr. E. Wooll, for Leeds, that a scheme retaining the conr 
pany was preferable to one providing for its immediate acquis: 
tion. 
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On Friday the ninth and last day of the inquiry Mr. 
HENRY PICKARD, chief engineer to the trustees for the Aire and 
Calder Navigation, Ltd., gave evidence in favour of the Power 
Company's proposed capital station at Ferrybridge. He said 
that site was in the heart of the coaltield, plentifully furnished 
with water supply for condensation, and handy for delivery of 
coal. A station there would help in the development of the 
coalfield and of the Port of Goole, to which ships up to 2,000 
tonnage could be brought 50 miles inland. In answer to Mr. 
R. A. Shepherd (for the Yorkshire Power Co.) witness said 
Esholt was not well placed for coal delivery, and there was 
practically no flow in the river in the dry season, as against 
a good flow at Ferrybridge. 

in reply to Mr. E. Wooll (for the Leeds scheme) the witness 
agreed that the coal facilities and water flow were rather better 
at the South Accommodation Road site at Leeds, but the site 
was so conlined in area that he would not think of erecting a 
capital station there. 

Mr. ROSLXN HOLIDAx, J.P., a member of the West Riding 
County Council, general manager of the Acton Hall Collieries, 
and chairman (during the war) of the West Yorkshire Coal 
Supplies Committee, gave evidence on behalf of the West York- 
shire Coal Owners’ Association, which had an output of 
15,000,000 tons per annum. He pointed out the disadvantages 
of disturbance of the present electricity supply arrangements, 
leaving pits under the same control to be in the area of two 
different district electricity authorities. This would be parti- 
cularly awkward where pits were electrically connected under- 
ground. The coalowners knew there would be extensive min- 
ing developments east of Ferrybridge which would require 
much electrical energy, because as the coal got further east it 
became non-coking. and therefore the possibility of using gas 
power from coke-oven waste heut became remote. As business 
men, the coal owners felt that private enterprise was desirable, 
because in anything which a business man would not risk his 
money, obviously it would not be judicious to risk the public 
rates. Owing to the competition of the South Yorkshire Col- 
lieries, the West Yorkshire owners had to look far forward in 
search of cheap power, and therefore they had put their money 
into the Electric Power Company, although they knew they 
might not get a return for a long time. They believed the 
proposed Ferrvbridge station of the Power Company would 
meet the requirements of industry in the area. 

Questioned by the CHAIRMAN (Sir John Snell), the witness 
thought the whole tendency of developments of power for 
mines was towards electrical power. Winding at present was 
largely by steam power, but the deeper the shaft the more 
valuable did electric power become, because its steady drive 
avoided tho strain on the cable caused by the sudden impulses 
of steam power. 


THE POSITION OF THE CouNTY COUNCIL. 


Mr. J. C. McGnarH (for the West Riding County Council) 
said his clients represented a large proportion of ratepayers and 
consumers in the area concerned, and they wished to voice 
their appreciation of the care and trouble taken by the pro- 
moters of the respective schemes before the inquiry. It was 
with regret that the County Council could not agree with either 
scheme, because it fully realised the need for the utmost 
development of electricity in the West. Riding. The Council 
held emphatically that the present economic conditions of the 
country and the character of existing legislation concerning 
electricity formed an inseparable barrier to the success of either 
of the schemes propounded, and this affected the Conference 
scheme in particular because the Conference proposed to take 
over existing undertakings immediately. One marveled at the 
optimism of their case. The industrial conditions of the 
country were such as to discourage any venture to which was 
attached even the slightest possibility of any additional burden 
on the rate or tax payers. It hardly seemed possible for the 
Joint Authority to buy out the Power Company in these times 
at a figure which would enable it to supply electricity at a 
price comparable with that at which the Power Company, 
with its equipment secured in better times, could supply it. 
Mr. Miller had suggested that there were no special circum- 
stances in this area which warranted a departure from the 
rule. as laid down by an Electric Inquiry Committee, in 
favour of public control; but he (Mr. McGrath) contended that 
if ever there were special circumstances they were found in 
the existence of an efficient supply scheme in this area, by wav 
of the Power Company, which had served and was still serving 
a valuable purpose in the industrial life of the area. Botb the 
schemes. in their essentials, were ultra. vires, and based on 
something which could not be found within the four corners of 
the Statute. 

The CHAtRMAN : The promoters of both have made it clear 
that they are dependent on the carrying out of the Govern- 
ment's pledge to pass into law the Electricity Supply Bill. 

Mr. MeGraty. eoncluding, said the suggestion of the County 
Council was that the Commissioners, rather than set up a Joint 
Electricity Authority in full control, might establish a repre- 
sentative advisory committee for the area to assist the Commis- 
sioners. 

Sir Jons SNELL pointed out that the intention of the Act in 
providing for advisorv committees was not so much to have 
local area advisory committees. as to have committees to advice 
the Commissioners in general. Mr. McGrath said he quite 
recognised the intention of the Act, but he thought it could 
be applied in the way he suggested. 


The CHAIRMAN said the point would be given due considera- 
tion by the Commissioners. 

GENERAL SUMMING Ur. 

Mr. ALFRED TYLOR, urging representation for the railway 
companies on any authority set up, pointed out that neither 
the Leeds nor the Conference scheme provided for this, though 
the railway companies in the area had a rateable value of 
£555,000 per annum and a consumption of electricity for light- 
ing and small power in the district of 2,000,000 units in 1920. 
Electrification of the railways in the area might not be so far 
off as might be thought, and for them to carry out their 
obligations to the public the supply of cheap and abundant 
energy was important. The railway companies were prepared 
to co-operate in whatever scheme might be adopted. None of 
the lines in the area were yet electrified, but the density of 
trathc was of a nature similar to that of part of the Lancashire 
and Yorkshire Co.'s line in Lancashire, which was electritied. 
Electrification of the lines in the area was not an improbability 
in the future, and the railway load in that case would be an 
nnportant factor in the amount of plant to be installed in the 
capital station. At the same time Mr. Tylor did not suggest 
that electrification was imminent, and the estimates of Mr. 
Woodhouse on that ground, in his evidence for the Power Com- 
pany, should be regarded with due reserve. All things being 
equal, the railway companies had failed to find any fault with 
private enterprise electricity supply hitherto or with the supply 
likely to be given by private enterprise in the future. They 
recognised the advantages of centralisation as a means of reduc- 
ing capital costs, and recognised also that centralisation would 
probably entail some sort of public control. The criticisms put 
forward at the inquiry on the forms of constitution of the Joint 
Authority could be met by modifications, but in neither scheme, 
so far, was there provision for proper representation of the rail- 
way companies or other large consumers. 

In answer to Sir JOHN SNELL, who asked if Mr. Tylor could 
give a rongh indication of the railway traction load for the 
district, Mr. TvLogR said he was advised that the 75,000-kW 
ultimate load estimated by Mr. Woodhouse seemed to the rail- 
Way engineers to be very optimistic, even assuming that all 
the railways in the area became electrified. 

The CHAIRMAN expressed some surprise to hear this, in view 
of the present actual railway load in Lancashire. 

In response to representations by Mr. Woodhouse that the 
Distribution Company. which was not proposed to be bought 
out, should have proper representation on whatever authority 
might be constituted, the chairman said that was covered 
by Section 6 of the 1919 Act, providing for the representation 
of all authorised undertakers in the area. 

Mr. J. A. GREENE, defining the final attitude of the manv 
smaller local authorities comprising the West Riding District 
Councils’ Association, said his clients did not desire the setting- 
up of a Joint Electricity Authority at all, but much preferred 
that the authorities which had generating stations fit to be 
continued should come to a working agreement with the 
Electric Power Co., and that, in order to avoid any danger 
of the company's taking a too purely commercial view of the 
obligation to the publice, there should be an advisory com- 
mittee comprising elected representatives of all the local autho- 
rities in the area, on a proportional basis of population. The 
most dominant factor to-day in any scheme of electricity 
supply was the financial factor, and the suggestion he put 
forward would cost practically nothing. The authorities Mr. 
Greene represented included in their areas many of the 
collieries as to whieh evidence had been given, had a popula- 
tion of some three-quarters of a million. and a rateable value 
of some 24 millions sterling. whilst, whatever might be the 
outcome of the inquiry, the big boroughs had their own 
electricity supply assured, the smaller authorities were greatly 
affected by what might happen to the Yorkshire Power Co. 
The present was not a time at which great expenditure should 
be incurred, even if it might be said in the future that 
spending now would have been cheaper in the long run. 
The establishment of a Joint Electricity Authority under 
either the Leeds or Conference schemes would mean the 
setting up of a spending authority, with big public funds 
behind it, whereas if the matter were largely in the hands 
of a private company. that body would watch demand closelv 
and develop strictly according to requirements on a really com- 
inereial basis. 

Sir Harry HAWARD commented on the fact that Mr. Greene's 
case seemed to indicate that his smaller authorities admitted 
themselves to be more vitally interested in the question of 
supply than anv of the bigger authorities. and he had pressed 
for representation, and vet they were not prepared to bear 
anv share of the financial responsibility. 

Mr. GREENE maintained that the opposition to the pledging 
of rates was a solid one. [t was all verv well to say that 
it was going to be a mere paper transaction. and that there 
was not likely to be anv call on the rates; but he submitted 
that the Conference authorities dared not go to the ratepayers 
and ask: Will vou nav a rate to obtain a supply of elec- 
tricitv? " He contended that the blunt question: ‘ Will 
vou pledge vour rates? had never been put to anv of the 
constituent authorities of the Conference. With regard to 
the merging of the areas into the Authority. he held that. 
despite the denials of the promoters, the scheme actually 
contemplated compulsion on the undertakings to come into 
the Joint Authority. If it was intended that those which 
came in voluntarily should be given energy on preferential 
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terms, that would be a vicious principle. Such & threat did 
not seem to be legal or likely to secure the sanction of the 
Commissioners. The Joint Authority must deal with the area 
as a whole. The smaller authorities would strongly object 
to the Yorkshire Power Co. being bought out at a high price 
for the theory of giving the supply into the hands of local 
authorities. The consumers in the area were satisfied that 
the Power Co. was already supplying energy at as cheap a 
price as was practicable. He submitted that no case had been 
made out for either of the schemes. 

Mr. HUNTER Gray, K.C., summing up the case for the 
Power Co., pointed to the fact that practically without 
exceplion all the parties had acknowledged that the company 
had carried out its obligations properly, and had given a cheap 
supply of electricity. He had not lost hope that agreement 
between the parties and the company would be reached, 
either in the immediate future or subsequently. It appeared 
to be agreed that both the Leeds and Conference schemes, as 
they stood, were impracticable—the one because it depended 
upon the consent of the Power Co., and the other because 
it depended upon that and also upon obtaining fresh powers. 
That the prices charged by the company were not fixed merely 
with a view to making dividends for the shareholders was 
proved by the absence of any dividend for 19 years and until 
five years ago. It had to be recognised that the intention 
of the Act of 1919 was to secure co-ordination, but the forma- 
tion of Joint Authorities was optional to the Commissioners, 
and he submitted that the West Riding was one of the most 
notable exceptions to the general intention of the Act, so 
far as concerned the setting-up of such authorities. The 
Power Co. was willing and able to supply the whole district 
under the supervision of an advisory committee, without 
any of the expenditure suggested in the two schemes, but 
the company should be given that security of tenure which 
would enable it to obtain capital, so long as it carried out 
its obligations in an efficient manner. He suggested that in 
the absence of agreement between all the parties, the best 
way out of the dithculty was to give the Power Co. the right 
to complete its Ferrybridge station at once and undertake the 
supply of the whole district, under the advisory committee 
suggested by Mr. Greene. 

Mr. A. T. MILLER, K.C.. closing the case for the Con- 
ference scheme, submitted that the Leeds scheme had proved 
to have the support of practically nobody, and the Yorkshire 
Power Co.'s scheme was hardly a scheme at all. He suggested 
that if the hopes of agreement broke down it would be im- 
possible for the Commissioners to come to a decision which 
would be in the best interests of the community. The result 
of the inquiry would be, he held. to demonstrate that the 
best solution of the problem was one on the broad lines of 
the Conference scheme. "The inquiry itself was based on the 
acknowledged necessity of co-ordination and avoidance of 
waste and lack of economy involved in a large number of 
generating stations being run separately and independently. 
The objections of the County Council and the District Coun- 
cils’ Association sprang from' a fear of charges on the rates. 

Mr. Wool, concluding the: Leeds case, said there was little 
disagreement between the schemes, but he inust repel the 
eriticisms which indicated that the schemes were extravagant. 
To get the full harvest there must be the necessary initial 
expenditure. There was undoubtedly a certain measure of 
demand for the public control of electricity generation, mainly 
by public bodies, to the west and north-west of the district. 
The largest and most important single public body in the 
area—Leeds—was unable to adopt the views of the bodies 
comprising the Conference, and saw the better results in a 
judicious combination. of the enterprise of public bodies and 
a private company. So far as there had been any evidence 
before the inquiry on behalf of the commercial views of the 
area, those views were unanimouslv in favour of the encour- 
agement of private enterprise. Neither the Leeds nor the 
Conference scheme had, for the moment, been able to pro- 
duce any evidence of commercial or industrial support. On 
the only commercial evidence called it would be difficult for 
the Commissioners to do anything to determine the existence 
of the Power Co. The Leeds scheme had been put forward 
as a statesmanlike compromise, but two vital principles on 
which there could be no compromise were the facts that Leeds 
was determined to retain its electrical autonomy—it would 
not part with control of its own generating station—and 
Teeds was opposed to the principle of acquisition of the 
Power Co. 

Sir JOHN SNELL: Do vou mean they would decline to take a 
supply in bulk from an outside authoritv if the company. 
for instance. were allowed to erect the Ferrvbridge capital 
station and Leeds were not permitted to put up any further 
station? 

Mr. Woorr: Oh. certainly not: on proper terms they would 
huy if required, but they would not have it unloaded on 
them. 

Sir JOHN SNELL: You object to the acquisition of the Power 
Co.. and vet vour own scheme provides for it in 42 vears? 

Mr. Woon: At the end of 42 vears it man be acquired, but 
I regard that as a declaration of non-intention rather than of 
intention. We recognise that this is an efficient and economi- 
eal company. and that it is to the interests of the community 
that it should continue without being acquired on political 
principles. 

The counsel thanked the Commissioners for their patient 
hearing, and the inquiry was closed. 


London & Home Counties Area. 


THE Electricity Commissioners opened their inquiry into the 
London electricity supply at the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers on Tuesday. All the Commissioners were present, 
namely; Sir John Snell (chairman), Sir Harry Haward (vice- 
chairman), Mr. H. Booth, Mr. A. Page, and Mr. W. W. 
Lackie. they were accompanied by Mr. E. W. Hudson (legal 
adviser). 

Mr. LL. B. ATKINSON (president of the I. E. E.) offered the 
Commissioners a Welcome to the Institution building. and 
the chairman tendered the thanks of the Commissioners to 
the Council of the Institution. 

lhe notice given by the Commissioners with regard to the 
holding of the inquiry was then read. In this it was stated 
that the Commissioners would inquire into the area to be 
included in the proposed district and the objections and repre- 
sentations which had been made on account of the inclusion 
in, or exclusion from, the said district of certain areas, und to 
consider schemes submitted by (a) the London County Council, 
(b) the Conference of Local Authorities owning electricity 
undertakings in Greater London, (c) the London Electricity 
Joint Committee, 1920, Ltd., (d) the Metropolitan Borough 
Council of Poplar, (e) the Great Eastern Railway Co., and 
J) the London Brighton & South Coast Railway Co. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the schemes would be dealt with 
in the order given. 'lhe first three schemes were inuch iu 
agreement on some points, but differed with regard to the 
composition of the joint authority, and other matters of 
principle, and this measure of agreement would obviate the 
reiteration of evidence. The Commissioners would sit on 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday of each week. 

Mr. Craig HENDERSON, K.C., who appeared on bebalf 
of the L.C.C., then brietly introduced the scheme presented 
by that body. In doing so he said that the position which 
the L.C.C. wished to take up was that it regarded it as 
a duty and & pleasure to assist the Commissioners so far as 
they could in their difticult task, and looked upon others who 
were presenting other schemes or lodging objections to schemes 
put forward, not as opponents, but as helpers in arriving at 
what would be the best scheme for the London area. 

Referring to the interest which the L.C.C. had taken in 
the question of electricity supply, counsel said that when the 
Electricity Supply Act, 1919, was passed, in fact before it was 
passed, the Council at once proceeded to form committees to 
look into the proposals of the Bill, and see what they could 
do towards drawing up a scheme which might be suitable. 
They entered into communication with the Conference of 
Local Authorities, and with some of the electricity companies 
in London, with the result that à Committee of Engineers was 
formed, which drew up what was now the technical scheme 
of the L. C. C. proposals. Healing with this, counsel, after 
mentioning the increase of plant installed in the area 
delimited by the Commissioners, between 1914 and 192), 
namely, about 15,000 kW per annum, and the increased works 
costs per unit sold as between 1914 and 1920, this being . 69d. 
in the former and 1.55d. in the latter year, said that the 
outstanding difficulty of the problem was to build new stations 
and install new plant. The financial conditions existing at 
the present time were such that to shut down certain stations 
which otherwise might have been advantageously scrapped 
and replaced would be impossible, so that the L.C.C. scheme 
was based on the retention and development of certain exist- 
ing stations, with the gradual replacement of other stations 
in the area. When the scheme was originally presented it 


was contemplated that it might be possible to build one or . 


more new capital stations by the year 1995-26, and the second 
stage was to be completed by 1930-31, but it had been con- 
sidered that it would not be advisable for a joint electricity 
authority to burden itself with the cost of a capital station 
under present conditions. "Therefore, in the supplementary 
particulars lodged at the request of the Commissioners, the 
first stage of the scheme was deferred, so that the authority 
could properly organise the existing facilities in the area 
to-day as a preliminary stage. The scheme proposed that 
eventually there should be four new capital stations. each 
with a capacity of 250.000 kW, and that two existing stations 
should also be reconstructed on a much larger seale than they 
were at present. All the new stations would be situated on 
the Thames, one at Chiswick and the remaining three east 
of the Blackwall Tunnel: the stations to be reconstructed were 


also in East London. The engineers responsible for drawing 


up the scheme had satisfied themselves that to supply the 
proposed area it was impracticable to work from one station. 
having regard to the physical conditions regarding mains in 
the London area. The new station at Chiswick would take 
the greater part of the western load, whilst the remaining 
three. together with the reconstructed ones, would supply East 
London, where the load was heavier. 

Coming to the administrative provisions of the scheme. the 
local authorities were, said counsel, in ayreement with the 
L.C.C., that it was necessary from the outset to have a 
central body charged with the administration of the electricity 
supply in the area. There was some diversitv of view. how- 
ever, as to the constitution of that body. The Council sug- 
geste] that the Joint authority should be as small as possible. 
consistent, of course, with the adequate representation of 
the different authorities. It was pronosed that it should 
consist of 98 members, or 99 if the chairman were elected 
from without. Of those the County Council were to have 
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eight representatives, the local authority undertakers six, 
company undertakers six, purchasing authorities outside the 
administrative county and other local authorities outside not 
owning undertakings four, railway companies two, and workers 
in the industry two. ‘The L.C.C. had in view that they were 
a very large governing authority in the area, und were the 
purchasing authority tor company undertakings in the area, 
subject to certain rights. Company undertakings to-day repre- 
sented a capital expenditure of over 20 millions in the proposed 
area, and the local authorities 12 millions, making a total of 
32 millions. The Council were also trustees for the public in 
the London area, and as such they should have considerable 
representation upon this central authority which was to control 
electricity supply. They proposed to transfer the purchase 
rights to the joint authority, and to include in the financial 
provisions a clause that the local authorities should be entitled 
to give financial assistance to the joint authority, on the lines 
of à similar clause in the Electricity Supply Bill No. 2. The 
County Council would be in a position to grant financial as- 
sistance also, but this would depend upon the constitution 
of the authority, and upon the adequate representation of the 
County Council upon it. 3 l 

Dealing with the special provisions in the scheme, counsel 
submitted a number of suggested heads for agreement between 
companies and the joint authority on the question of purchase. 
These were not included in the scheme, because the Council 
could not be a party to any agreement for purchase, since 
their purchase rights would be handed over to the joint autho- 
rity. 'lhe gist of the suggested agreement was that the 
authorised company distributors who could be compulsorily 
acquired by the L.C.C. in 1931 and thereafter at stated periods 
should agree to transfer their undertakings to the Joint autho- 
rity before 1931. In return for this, the companies would obtain 
a longer lease of life, because provision was made for leasing 
the undertakings until such time as the existing plant became 
obsolete. New plant would meantime be installed and the 
undertakings worked under the supervision of the joint autho- 
rity. 

With regard to the financial clauses, there was oníy one 
which raised a question of principle. This was Clause 58, 
which provided that the joint authority, for the purpose of 
meeting administrative expenses which were not properly 
chargeable to capital, and for the period during which no 
revenue would be received, should charge them on the supply 
undertakings existing based on the number of units sold. 
The question of the levy was the subject of some objection, 
as the L.C.C. would not pay anything towards these expenses. 

Mr. Grorce H. Hume (chairman of the Electricity Com- 
mittee of the L.C.C.) confirmed the remarks of Mr. Henderson. 
As to the representation of the L.C.C. on that body, the Council 
had for many years been safeguarding the interests of the 
consumers, and they were the only authority which would 
directly represent the consumer. It was proposed that only 
the chairman of the joint authority should be paid for his 
services. 

Mr. HUME was cross-examined by counsel and representa- 
tives on behalf of a large number of authorities. ‘The Con- 
ference of Local Authorities and other municipal bodies 
represented separately objected to the proportions of the re- 
presentation. 

Watford Urban District Council and Poplar Borough Council 
asked to be left out of the scheme, as did the Hertfordshire 
County Council. On the other hand, Surrey wanted to be 
in, in whole and not in part, As regarded the nine London 
companies which are associated with the L. C. C. in the tech- 
nical report, it was suggested that if a long lease, say 60 years, 
Was granted, the necessary capital required by the Joint Autho- 
rity could be found, the L.C.C. providing the interest. The 
railway companies, the North Metropolitan Power Co., and the 
Port of London Authority were all represented to safeguard 
their interests, and at the close of the cross-examination, the 
Commissioners put some questions to Mr. Hume. 

Mr. J. H. Riper followed, but only a few minutes remained 
of the day's sitting. | 

(To be continued.) 
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REVIEWS. 


The Dynamical Theory of Gases. By J. H. Jeans. Pp. 442; 


44 figs. London: Cambridge University Press. Price 30s. 
net. 


Most of our readers will already be acqnainted with Prof. 
eans's important book on the dynamical theory of gases, 
Which first appeared in 1904. A second edition was called for 
In 1916, which was largely rewritten in order to bring the 
matter up to date, this subject having received a great deal 
of attention from mathematicians and physicists during the 
Interval. A third edition has now appeared, in which con- 
siderable emendations have been made in order to keep up 
with the growth of knowledge, and the author has added an 
entirely new chapter on the vexed subject of Quanta, em- 
racing the recent work of Ehrenfest, Sommerfeld, Epstein, 
and others in this most interesting field of scientific conjecture. 
It is th is chapter which will chiefly commend the new edition 
to readers of the original book, and some such brief description 


“commonplace names of Tom, Dick, and Harry. 


of its contents as can be appropriately made here is doubtless 
what will interest them most. 

The lucid style of the author is nowhere more apparent 
than in his manner of approaching this difficult subject of 
Quanta, in which the laws of classical mechanics, a8 enun- 
ciated by Newton, are set at naught—or, if not exactly at 
naught, at considerable discount. ‘The classical mechanics 
permits of any number of continuous motions for every dyna- 
mical system. Quantum mechanics does not. Motions which 
conform to the classical mechanics, but violate the equations 
of restrictions imposed by the quantum theory are spoken of 
as “` disallowed ’’ motions. This new principle of quanta has 
been erected to account for certain anomalies of experience 
to which the dynamical theory of gases leads up to in a very 
natural manner. We know that all the molecules of a gas 
tend to move with the same energy. That is to say that the 
energy of a gas tends to become equally divided among all 
its molecules independently of their several Weights, so that 
the heavy ones move slowly and the liglit ones rapidly. The 
same is true of vibrations. The tendency is for the short 
vibrations of a continuous fluid to be performed with 
the same energy as the long vibrations, and as there 
are so many more of the foriner, a vast proportion of the 
total energy must be accounted for by the smallest vibrations. 
Thus when the smallest vibrations are infinitesimal, as should 
occur in a structureless medium such as the ether is supposed 
to be, all the energy of any material in contact with it should 
pass from the matter to the ther. and stay there. In the 
words of our author: “ It follows there can be no equilibrium 
between matter and radiant energy until the matter has 
lost all its energy by radiation.” This, however, is a state 
of things that does not correspond with fact. It is a funda- 
mental want of correspondence which crops up in a great 
variety of electrical and optical phenomena, and the difficulty 
is to discover some theory which will reconcile them all. 


One way is to suppose that the other, though subject to 
every kind of vibration, does not permit of direct interchange 
of energy between vibrations of different wave length, and 
to suppose, further, that such interchange can only be effected 
by the intermediation of matter in some form, and then only 
in “ quanta," or parcels of a fixed amount; suppositions very 
difficult to maintain in face of the phenomena of diffraction 
and interference. On the other hand, photo-electrical pheno- 
mena afford powerful evidence in favour of the belief that 
the idea of a quantum of energy corresponds to something 
that has actual physical existence. 

The theory of quanta is a bud upon the tree of knowledge 
Wherein growth is just now going on at highest intensity. 
That is what makes the subject so interesting. It may turn 
out after all that the quantum. like entropy, is merely a mathe- 
matical symbol, by help of which correct calculations may be 
made, one that represents nothing objective in the actual . 
world. That remains to be seen. The molecule is now receiv- 
ing more attention perhaps than the world itself, if the 
quality of the minds attending be taken into account, and 
in the next edition of the book before us it will doubtless 
be considered necessary to advert to the isotopes present in 
many of the gases whose atomic weights embrace a fraction. 
Chlorine, for example, exists in two forms whose chemical 
properties are the same. One form has an atomic weight 
of 35 and the other form has an atomic weight of 37. All our 
chlorine having been derived from the sea contains the two 
in much the same proportions, so that chemists are agreed 
that 35.46 is the atomic weight for the mixture. On the 
subject of the atom one could write on unceasingly, so much 
is being done to unravel the mystery of its structure. The 
more that is known of this, the more certain becomes the 
dynamical theory of gases, and doubtless this book is destined 
to undergo revision in the light, of new facts, at intervals of 
a few years. Long may the author be spared to make the 
necessary adjustments. His last sentence in the book: The 
field which remains unexplored is incomparably vaster and 
more important than that which has so far been conquered,” 
shows he has Newton's sense of the endless task ahead. 


An Amazing Presumption, or an Outrageous Attack on the 
Great Panjandrum. By Sxepticus. Pp. 164. Man- 
chester: John Heywood, Ltd. Price 5s. net. 


This book consists of a report of a series of smoking-room 
gossips between three individuals having the worthy but 
They start 
a discussion on authority and agree that, in general, authoritv 
is intolerant and opposed to progress. In dealing with the 
special case of educational authorities, they make clear that 
the professional tribes are for the most part only animated 
gramophones. This is commonplace to almost every under- 
graduate who is at all observant. This part of the book seems 
to be a very feeble reflection of Denis Bradley's famous asper- 
sions on bureaucracy. 

Dick then develops his views by confuting to his own great 
satisfaction, and the expressed admiration of his cronies. the 
sacred doctrines of '' the impossibility of perpetual motion,“ 
and “ the conservation of energy.” 

The reviewer tried hard to glean some information or amuse- 
ment from Dick's discourse, but gave up in despair. 

Dick's smoking-room friends finally induce him to allow his 
notes to be published, with the above hook as the result. 

In the opinion of the reviewer he was ill-advised. 


800 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol 88. No. 3,273, JUNE 17, 1931, 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1921, 


(NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 


Camplied expressly for thie journal by Mzsens. Szyron-Jonzs, O'Dmi aw» 
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14,815. Thermo-dynamic gas generating systems.“ V. César and E. 
Franchimont. May 27th. (Belgium, August 20th, 1920.) 

14.816. Means for receiving alternating current electric signals." F. E. 
Pernot. May 27th. 

14.822. Terminal connection for electric cable, &c." C. A. W. Drury and 
S. W. Drury. May 27th. 

14,549. | Electric connections or couplings." O. T. Banks. May 28th. 

14.72. Telephone call distribution system." G. Deakin and Western 
Electric Co., Lid. May 28th. 

14.884. '' Remote control systems." W. J. Rickets and E. A. V. Sanítleben, 
May oth. 

14,895. "'' Electric horns, &c., for motor vehicles." W. F. M. Rose. May 
28th. 

14.918. Electric glow lamps." R. L. Woosnam. May th. 

14.954. Synchronised  non-synchronous machines.“ Campagnie Générale 
Electrique. May th. (France, October 27th, 1920.) 

14.966. Thermionic valves for reception of wireless signals.” 
Phillips. May 30th. u " . 

14,75. '' Disconnecting electrical cable joint-box fittings." W. E. Kidner. 
May 30th. 

14,977. ** Synchronised non-synchronous machines.” 
Electrique. May 30th. (France, March 23rd.) l 

14.979. Wireless signalling systems," British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 
(General Electric Co.). May 30th. 

14,980. '" Dynamo«lectric machinery.“ F. Murgatroyd. May 30th. 

14,996. "High-frequency electric generators.“ G. Krawinkel. May th. 

15.009. Electrical water-heating attachments." F. H. Austen and E. C. 
Young. May 30th. 

15.028. Electric induction motors and electrical controlling devices." M. 
Walker. May 3lst. . , 

15.047. Process tor electrolytic refining of tin.” W. P. Thompson (W. J. 
Aitkens). May 3lot. 

15,062. Electro-mmagnetie wave signalling systems.“ M. Latour. May 
3Ist.. (France, December 8th, 1915.) 

15.075. '* Alternating-current electrical instruments." E. W. Hill and G. 
F. Shotter. May 31st. 

15,090. Guard devices fer conductor rails of electric railways.” D. 
Robinson. May 3lst. 

15,115. “ Copying-telegraphs."" — M. H. Petersen. 
June 17th, 1920.) 

15,117. Synchronous electric .motors."' 
3lst. (Germany, July 26th, 1920) 

15,128. Electric arc-welding machines.” 
Ltd. (General Electric Co.). May 3lst. 

15,164. Electric ignition systems.“ H. L. Curzons. June Ist. 

15,171. '' Electric, &c., motors." G. F. D. Campbell, W. Heap and J. 
Meredith. June Ist. 

15.182. Quick make and break electric switch," J. W. Johnson and R. 
W. Scott. June Ist. ; : 

15,209. “ Semi-automatic electric signalling.“ L. R. Gleason and V. 
Swettenham. June Ist. 5 

15,223. '' Magnetos." J. H. Runbaken. June Ist. 

15,232. ‘* Vapour lamps." E. J. Cleburne and W. H. Cleburne. June Ist. 

15.245. Electric commutators for ignition systems of internal-combustion 
engines." D. A. V. Rist. June Ist. 

15.256. Telephone systems.” Automatic Telephone Manufacturing Co., 
Ltd. June Ist. (United States, June 18th, 1920.) 

15,261. “ Resistance units." Mickelwright, Ltd., and W. R. Mickelwright. 
June 2nd. 

15,265. *' Electric burglar alarm." A. Hynes. June 2nd. 

15.283. Dynamometers.” Kapella, Ltd., and F. W. Preston. June 2nd. 

15,284. “ Wind dvnamos." F. A, Wilkinson. June 2nd. 

15,285. ''Gear-cascs of tramcars." T. C. Winfield. June 2nd. 

15.294. Electric resistances." — G. Pelletier and F. Pellin. 
(France, June 22nd, 1920.) 

15,310. '' Electrical means for transmitting and reproducing sound." A. F. 
Sykes. June 2nd. 

15.316. Valve transmission circuits for wireless telegraphy." H. Morris- 
Airey and L. G. Preston and G. Shearing. June 2nd. 

15.324. Apparatus for propelling conveyor trucks with electric drive.” 
Siemens-Schuckertwerke. June And. (Germany, June 2nd, 1920.) 

15,341. '' Electric alarms." A. W. Amos, A. L. Lloyd and W. E. Lloyd. 
June 2nd. 

15.342. Attachment for sparkinp-plugs." L. E. Gilbert. June 2nd. 

15,355. “ Medical battery." T. Draper, G. G. Goodman and C. G. W. 
Nye. June Bhd. 

15,362. *' Joining insulated electric conductors.” — Naamlooze. Vennootschap 
Electriciteit Maatschappij Electrostoom. June 2nd. (Holland, June Sth, 1920.) 

15,380. ** Electrical relays." N. Robinson. June 3rd. 

15,401. “ Junction box for electric mains and protecting cover for terminals, 
cut-outs, &c." G. Tempini. June 3rd. (Italy, June 9th, 1920.) 

15,402. '' Fuse-box safety plug for low-voltage electric cable installations.“ 
G. lempini. June 3rd. (Italy, March oth.) 

15,430. * Electric switch operating mechanism." British Thomson-Housion 
Co., Ltd. (General Electric Co.). June 3rd. 

15,431. ‘* Electric contact fingers.” British Thomson- Houston Co., Lid. 
(General Electric Co.). June 3rd. 

15,435. ** Electrodes, welding rods, and soldering sticks.” Alloy Welding 
Processes, Ltd., and E. H. Jones. June 3rd. 

15,440. '' Radio-telegraphic transmitting stations.“ J. Bethenod. June 3rd. 
(France, September 14th, 1920.) 

15,446. '' Telegraph systems.” F. G. Creed and Creed & Co, Ltd. June 
3rd. 

15,447. '' Electric arc lamps." R. Rigby. June 3rd. 

15,459. Joining insulated electric conductors" Naamlooze Vennootschap 
Electriciteits Maatschappij Electrostoom. June 3rd. (Holland, December 20th, 
1920.) l 

15,460. '' Telephone systems." Automatic Telephone Manufacturing Co., 
Ltd. June 3rd. (United States, June 30th, 1920.) l 

15.461. Telephone Systems.!“ Automatic Telephone Manufacturing Co. 
Lid. June 3rd. (United States, June 17th, 1920) 

13.462. * Signalling systems for use with electric stall systems on rail- 
wavs." W. A. R. Richards. June 4th. 

15,485. ** Spark-plug." O. Trova. June 4th. 

15,495. Electrically indicating combined effect of two independent measur- 
ing factors or elements J. E. Lea. June 4th. 

15,503. Cable clamps " C. W. Kemper and J. T. Kemper. June dth. 

15.520. Electric measuring-instruments," British Thomson-Houston Co. 
Ltd. (General Electric Co.). June 4th. 


15.521. Electric switch contact fingers." British Fhomson-Houston Co.. 
Ltd. ‘General Electric Co.). June 4th. 


15.532. Electric heating elements," C. B. Gresham and H. M Sullivan. 
June 4th. 


C. F. 


Compagnie Générale 


May 3lst. (Norway, 
Siemens-Schuckertw erke. May 


British Thomson-Houston Co., 


June 2nd. 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS, 


The numbers in parentheses are those under which the epecifeations will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be takes. 


2919. 

1,742. '' Couplings for clectric heaters." Soc. Anon. Dite * Calor.” Janu- 
ary 24th, 1918. (122,840.) 

23.069. Electric signalling telegraphs.” W. F. Grafton and A. D. Jones. 
September 19th, 1919. (163, 301.) 

27.471. Chassis of trackless tramway cars, G. A. Bishop and R. A. 
Chadwick. November 7th, 1919. (163,355.) 

27,905. Means for transmitting signals over electric supply circuits." P. 
Trichard. November llth, 1919. (Convention date not granted.) 135.14.) 

28,649. Electric baling-presses." J. H. Hindle and T. Hindle. November 
lirh, 1919. (163. 365.) 

29,029. *' Water-tight electric light fittings." 1. Kornfield and P. Etchepare. 
November 21st, 1919. (163,367.) 

31,007. "'' Socket fittings for pin-and-socket connectors for electric circuits." 
L. M. Waterhouse, H. F. McLaughlin, and Simplex Conduits, Ltd. December 
llth, 1919. (163.371.) 

31,262. ** Variable resistances, dimmers, or cut-offs for electrical installa- 
tions.” L. A. Gow. December 13th, 1919.  (163,373.) 

32.022. Wall-plugs and like electric fittings." G. F. Ostins. October Sti, 
1929. (163,382.) 


1920. 
404. ''"Spark-plugs." R. R. Hill. January 6th, 1920. (163,387.) 
1.610. '' Brush-holders for dynamolectrig machines.“ WwW. F. Gralon 


January 17th, 1920. (163,398.) 

2,084. '' Electro-magnetie switches.” British Thomson-Houston Co., Lu. 
(General Electric Co.). January 22nd, 1920. (163,407.) 

3.154. Electric plug fittings." W. E. Evans and D. W. Dant. Februar) 
4th, 1920. (163,413.) . 

3,517. '' Driving of dvnamos." E. W. Scammell and S. H. Van Abbott. 
February Sth, 1920. (165,414.) 

3.750. Railway signalling systems.” A. E. Hudd, Automatic Telephone 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd. February 7th, 1920. (Cognate application 18.318, 20.) 
(163,418.) 

3,836. '' Automatic fire-alarm systems.” 
February 7th, 1920. (163,419.) : 

3. 88 W. Time-limit relays, circuit breakers, or the like.“ A. Revrolle à 
Co., Ltd., B. H. Leeson and J. Mirrey., February 9th, 1920. (163.420) 

4.104. Means for supply of electric current to railway and like vehicies 
from the tracks." W. T. Jones. February lOth, 1920.  (163,426.) 

4.274. Transmitters for wireless telegraphy and telephony.” A. K. 
Macroric, H. Morris-Airey and G. Shearing. February llth, 1920. (168,118. 

4.454. Wind- power electricity-generation plant.” E. H. jones and P. 
Burns. February 13th, 1920. (163,442.) 

4.494. Controlling devices for alternating electric current of variable fre- 
quency." — British 1homson-Houston Co., Ltd., and H. W. Taylor. Febru- 
ary l3th, 1920. (163,444.) 

4,583. “ Crystal detectors of electric currents.” H. M. Dowsett. February 
14th, 1920. (163,448.) 

4,681. ''Control of the excitation of dynamo-electric machines.” 
Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd, and F. H. Clough. February 16th, 1929. 
(163,454.) 

4.739. Valve transmitters for wireless telegraphy and telephony," A. K. 
Macrorie and G. Shearing. February 16th, 1920.  (163,458.) 

4.799. Wireless communication.“ M. H. Eccles ani J. H. Vincent. 
February 17th, 1920. (163.462.) 

4.887. Connectors for electric insulators.” G. V. Twiss. February 17th, 
190. (163.467.) 

5.007. “ Electric incandescent lamps.“ F. Brighouse. February 19th, 1990. 
(163,478.) 

5,093. Electric ignition devices for lighting torches and the like." H. 
Schlaich. February 19th, 1919. (139.205.) 

5,161. '' Electric switches." H. D. Pyne. February 20th, 1920. (163.486 | 

5.172. “ Detection of high-frequency electric. signalling currents." British 
Thomson-Houston Co.. Ltd. (General Electric Co.) February 20th, I. 
( 163,487.) 

5.178. Switch and means for locking same for use in connection with the 
ignition circuit of an internal-combustion engine and the like.” W. Houk: 
February 20th, 1920. (163,488.) 

5.715. Multi step thermionic amplifiers." M. I. Pupin. 
1918. (139,494.) . 

5,783. *“ Signalling apparatus for use in mine shafts.’ R. Blunt and H. F. 
Mitchell. February 26th, 1920. (162, 850.) 

6.447. Magnetos."" E. T. Férat. 
139,781.) (139,7R2.) 

7.20). Electric heater." P. J. H. Bernard. March Rth, 1920. (163.525 > 

7.176. '' Electron-discharge devices.“ J. E. Lilienfeld. December 12th. 
1919. (155,554) 

7.911]. *''Condensing steam electric locomotive.” D. M. Ramsay and J. W. 
Wood. March l7th, 1920. (163,538.) 

. 48. Magneto-electric machine having a fixed permanent maunet and a 
fixed armature," I.. N. Reddie (C. Olivette & Co). | March. 22nd, 1920 
(163,548.) 

9,099. *' Radio receiving systems. 
Sth, 1916. (141,040.) 

9,223. “Signalling by high-frequency currents, as in wireless telephony." 
Western Electric Co., Lid. May 18th. 1914. (141,047.) 

9,337. “ Electrical fuse holders." F. Shergold and A. H. Maxwell. March 
Bist, 1920. (163,562) 

13.053. Electric switches and the like.” 
(163,590.) 

14.268. Machines for laying-up or twinning conductors for drv-core or other 
electric cables.” W. T. Henley's Telegraph Works Co., Ltd., and H. Savage. 
May 25th, 1920. (163,594) 

16.403. Telephone transmitters.” Miessner Inventions Corporation. June 
23rd, 1919. (146,105.) 

17,530. “ Rotary current distributors.” 
(163,609.) 

18.686. Sparking-tugs."* A. L. Schmitz. July 5th. 1919. (146,824. 

18.691. Electric controllers." Entz Motor Patents Corporation. July IS.. 
1917. (146,829. 

18.831. Starting and stopping devices for the electromotors of com- 
pressors, pumps, and so forth." J. Hulster. July 8th, 1914. (146.897 ^ 

19.006. * Electric transforming apparatus for use with measurinz-irstr- 
ments." Compagnie pour La Fabrication des Compteurs et Matériel d'Ucsines 
a Gaz. May 8th, 1919. (147.048) 

19.228. '' Automatic electric generating apparatus," Silent Valve Motors 
Corporation. September 15th. 1913. (147.166) 

19.937. Manufacture of composite conductors for dvnamo-elec tric machines 
and other electrical apparatus." Sieme ns-Schuckertwerke Ges. December 
29th, 1917. (Addition to 147,571.) (147.885) 

20.045. '' Interrupters for use in electric ignition systems.” 
April 26th, 1919. (148,141) 

20.263. ‘Contact fingers for electric motor controllers." Constructions Elec- 
triques De Belgique (Soc. Anon.). March 18th, 1919. (148.345 ) 

22.369. "Electric motor starting device for internal-combustion engines." 
R Rasch Akt Ges. September 2nd, 1919. (151,587) 

34.794 Electric fuse fittings." A. N. Penman. 
(163,652 ) 


R. G. Evans apd C. Thomas. 


February 4th, 


Februzry 18th, 1918. (Addition to 


Western Electric Co., Ltd. Janua 


T. Watson. May l]Ólth, 19%. 


J. A. Holm. June 28th, 193. 


€. Rouquet. 


December 9th, 1920. 


1921 

668. © Polyphase transformer with switch-connected tapping points fer 
changing the ratio of transformation," — Bergmann-Elektricitats Werke Akt. 
Ges. October Rnd, 1917. . 672.) 

5.614. Electrically-heated muffle furnaces.” 
Cie. February 18th, 1720. (159.195.) 

10.261 '' Variable rhooctats and the like devices 
13th, 1919. (Divided application on 163,373.) (163,600.) 


Akt.-Gcs Brown, Boveri et 
L A. Gow. December 


po 6 . 


DTT NTC AT- REVIEW. 


No. 2,274 


— — — —ͤ—ͤ— — ee ꝑ— — — — — — — — . E — 2 - = 


JUNE 24, 1921. 


ee — — — —— 
— — — 


Vor. LX XXVIII. 


ELECTRICAL REVIEW. THE TRADE BAROMETER. 
Vol, LXXXVIII.) CONTENTS: June 24, 1921. No. 2,214. Tuovon the signs on the horizon of improvement oí the 
The Trade Barometer " " "IDCM Ol world trade situation may appear little larger than a 
“The London Electricity Inquiry s ae 885 .. 802 man’s hand, it is a matter for gratification that they 


It is believed by some that the worst stage 
has been passed through, and that with the gradual 
restoration of confidence between all peoples and the im- 
provement of relations between all the different classes 
engaged in industry we shall make progress toward 


Mffective Co-operation 803 exist at all. 
The Question of Workers Representation - eae .. 808 
Hlectrio Vehicle Progress at Birmingham (iw) — ... *. 804 
‘Trade Unions and Profit-Sharing Agreementa ... s * 806 
Joint Electricity Authorities eee sa 888 .. $806 
The Electrical Cable Industr... 810 


Legal TIT ecc TT] eee TT TT) TT eee 311 better things. 
Living Expenses Abroad A We write at a moment when little is known as to the 
The Cost of Living ip vto omo „ I. 813 eect of the ballot of the miners against resuming work 


Converting 50-cycle, 1,500-volt, Alternating to: Direct on the offered terms, and while the ballot of the engineer- 
Ourrent  .. we $$ ^ he 813 ing workers regarding the employers’ modified proposals 


Electric Light Wiring Systems ee me „ 9 813 is being taken, but we have little fear of the ultimate re- 
3 ings i „ Hu z hs sult in these matters if it is recognised that the future 
Situations Vacant...  .. ae „„ . 814 existence of these industries is at stake and that 
Business Notes  ... cee See aus — sa ane 2814 decreased costs and greater production are vital if the 
Notes... sce 0. 0. 0. — .ÿ „„ „„ „ „ 82I sacrifice of British export trade is to be prevented. In 
City Notes n. . 828 various districts the pits are being opened for the men 
to return to work at revised terms if so inclined, and 


Stocks and Shares ee [1j eee eee eee eee eee 826 
The Relationship between Effi d Working Costs of 
x V M we believe that the strike will gradually fail—or per- 
haps suddenly, judging from the tone of the speech 


Small Motors and Generators, by » G. Kennard M 
delivered by Mr. Hodges on Tuesday. It is stated 


(concluded) . 827 
that in certain parts of the United Kingdom there 


Reviews eee eee eee eee [117 eee 830 
is a more satisfactory booking of engineering trade 


Recent Developmenta in Turbine Praotice bee sis .. 831 
‘A Marconi Wireless Telephone Set for Aircraft (///w».) * 832 

orders in contemplation of a renewal of fuel supplies as 
the miners drift back to work. In this department of 


The British Science Guild... ose «is e. 833 

New Electrical Devices, Fittings and Plant llus.) See eee 834 
industry as well as in the iron and steel trade it is anti- 
cipated that orders will come in far more rapidly as pur- 


The Faraday Society eee eee ee eee eco eee 835 
chasers can feel that lower prices are at hand ; one Press 


New Patents Applied for, 1911111. „ 836 

Abstracts of Published Specifications ... - ese * 836 
report from Sheffield says that high-speed steel makers 
are anticipating something like a revival of trade in the 


Contractors’ Oolumn - eee Advertisement page xxviii 
autumn. 


Turning to the electrical branches of trade, several en- 
couraging reports have been issued lately. In that 
published by Callenders’ Cable Co. reference is made to 
the happy relations that have been brought into being 
between the company and its employes. The reason for 
this optimism is that a satisfactory arrangement has 
been completed on a sliding-scale basis with the work- 
people at Erith and Leigh, which it is confidently antici- 
pated will prevent labour disputes in future. The cost 
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of production has made it more difficult for the company 
to compete in several foreign and overseas markets, but 
it is hoped that the reduced prices of raw materials now 
obtaining and the recent arrangement with regard to 
labour will enable the company to restore its foreign 
trade connections to that leading position which, as our 
readers are well aware, it occupied for so long a 
period. That those responsible for the control of the 
concern are not content with the mere expression of pious 


hopes that improvement will turn up, but are willing to 
make worthy efforts to secure the fulfilment of such 
hopes, is shown by the fact that Sir T. O. Callender, the 
managing director, has during recent months paid a 
visit to India, where he has been strengthening the posi- 
tion of his company’s interests. In our opinion, those 
of our manufacturers who are alert and observant in the 
overseas markets and are willing personally or by 
worthy deputy to visit prospective trade centres, in spite 
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years to come. The Callender agents are active in 
Australia and South Africa, and are securing large 
orders, while the South American market, with all its 
great opportunities, has amply justified, by the orders 
secured, the recent opening of a branch there. Unsettle- 
ment generally and exchange disparities have hampered 
activity in the Near East, but even here Sir Tom 
Callender looks forward to a resumption of the Con- 
tinental business at no distant date. It is not possible 
to compete with the German on the Continent now, but 
in his opinion this state of things is not going to con- 
tinue. It is distinctly encouraging to note his reference 
to the general increase of business, enabling him and his 
| co-directors to approach the remainder of the year with 

confidence. : | 
|». The chairman of the Electric Construction Co., Ltd., 
in a speech which we reported last week, remarked that 
in the electrical industry the number of inquiries for 
plant and apparatus indicated that there was a large 
amount of work waiting to be done, but buyers were 
holding their hand in the expectation of a fall in prices. 
He also said that before the country could recapture its 
export business or meet foreign competition, lower costs 
of production were essential. He further alluded to the 
erushingly heavy burden of taxation which has to be 
borne by our manufacturers, far more onerous than the 
burden carried by the foreign manufacturers with who: 
we are in competition. It seems ridiculous that those 
who are reported to have won the war against Militarism 
should also have to labour under so severe a handicap 
from taxation, directly or indirectly, caused by the war. 

We may quote one other leading manufacturer's 
opinion regarding the situation, namely, that of Mr. 
H. C. Levis, who at the meeting of the British Thomson- 
Houston Co., Ltd., after referring to the large volume of 
orders with which the company started out upon the year 
1921, said that the depression with which 1920 ended 
had continued into 1921, but he could not help feeling 
that there would be a revival of trade soon after the 
present strikes were settled. His reason for so thinking 
was that the number of important inquiries that they 
were receiving was large. [Inquiries indicated contem- 


plated purchases, and there was a great shortage of elec- 


trical machinery which must be made up when prospec- 
tive purchasers were in a better position to finance their 
requirements. 

Next week a meeting of the International Chamber of 
Commerce is being held in London, to which America is 
sending 50 delegates, and the chief business is the con- 
sideration of the means for the restoration of the world’s 
trade. No doubt a great deal of discussion, of some 
value, will take place, but the first thing that is essential 
if United Kingdom industries and trade are to get into 
satisfactory operation again, is the termination of the 
miners’ and the engineering disputes in such a way as 
to bring a measure of contentment and a determination 
to gain a victory over adversity. | 


— —— — 


VERT early in the course of the in- 


The London quiry opened last week, it was made 
Electricity clear that the proposal to erect super- 
Inquiry. stations for the supply of electricity to 


the London area had receded into the 
distant future, as foreshadowed in our columns. The 
excessive capital charges have brought about this result. 
Further, the idea of closing certain existing stations has 
also been abandoned, for the present, and we are left 
with nothing but a scheme tor linking-up existing 
generating stations, and adding to the plant in a good 
many of them, to a total of a quarter of a million kilo- 
watts in all. This stage of development is estimated to 
last for the next five vears, when, after deducting obso- 
lete plant removed from the stations, there would be a 
total of 557,000 kW to meet a demand of 480,000 kW, 
with some 75,000 kW in reserve in the smaller and less 
efficient stations, The whole of the generating plant 


would be operated under the control of the Joint Elec- 


tricity Authority at a cost of £50,000 a year. The 


linking-up mains would cost a million sterling, and the 
total outlay by the Authority would be .£1,050,000 
during the first five years (this obviously does not in- 
clude the cost of new generating plant). The Authority 
would take over the whole of the generation of energy, 
and receive the revenue therefrom. 

It will be clear from the foregoing that what we have 
said with regard to the Electricity (Supply) Bill now 
before Parliament is correct—namely, that the passage 
of that Bill is absolutely essential to the operations of 
the proposed Joint Electricity Authority, and that if 
the Bill be lost, the work of the Inquiry will be com- 
pletely stultified. Without the financial clauses the 
Authority is helpless. The matter is of extreme urgency, 
for until & definite policy of development is formulated 
progress will be gravely hindered. 

The London County Council recently pressed the 
Government to say definitely whether it proposed to 
proceed with the Bill or not. The Special Com- 
mittee on London Electricity Supply reported that 


the Committee had already incurred considerable 
expense in preparing schemes, and thought that 
unless it is made clear at an early date that 


there is a reasonable prospect of the additional 
powers being obtained that are needed for the estab- 
lishment of a Joint Electricity Authority on an effective 
footing, we feel that the Council will require to consider 
very carefully to what extent it will be justified in 
taking further action and incurring heavy expenditure 
in connection with the prosecution of its scheme.’’ This 
point is of interest not only to the London County 
Council, but to all other interests in London concerned 
in the Inquiry; further, it is of interest to the proposed 
Inquiries in other parts of the kingdom. The Govern- 
ment ought certainly to say definitely whether. it intends 
to proceed with the Bill or not. Its silence on this 
point, and the constant postponement, might mean any- 
thing, and certainly have created an atmosphere of 
great uncertainty. It is obviously unfair of the 
Government to allow councils, companies, and others 
to incur heavy expense at the Inquiries if they are to 
be afterwards rendered inoperative by the withdrawal 
of the Bill. 

One statement made by Mr. J. H. Rider very em- 
phatically in the course of his evidence was very sig- 
nificant as bearing upon the question of the electrifica- 
tion of railways and the desire of the great railway 
companies to install their own generating plant—namely, 
that the Joint Electricity Authority can never hope to 
supply electricity to the railways so cheaply as they 
can generate it themselves. The reason is that which 
we have mentioned previously in connection with the 
comparative possibilities of private and public under- 
takings—that the latter must provide a sinking fund 
to repay the borrowed capital invested in the plant. 
Hence, the railway companies offer not only to generate 
for themselves, but even to supply energy to the Autho- 
rity! As the purpose of the Electricity Act of 1919 1s 
to provide a cheap and abundant’’ supply of elec- 
tricity, this is a consideration which cannot be lightly 
get aside; if the railways can supply it more cheaply 
than the Authority, the latter will have no right to 
refuse the offer. But the matter goes further than that. 
As indicated above, it raises the whole question of 
private versus public generation of electricity; if 8 
cheaper supply can be given by private enterprise, 
there is no excuse for imposing upon the consumer 
permanently increased charges merely for the sake of 
pandering to the municipal ownership idea. 48 m 
North Wales and the West Riding, here again in 
London the evidence appears to support the view that 
we have put forward—that the true function of the 
Joint Authorities should be to supervise the supply of 
electricity and advise the Electricity Commissioners, 
leaving the main supply to the hands of private enter- 
prise, which is best qualified to deal with it, and the 
distribution to the existing undertakers. 
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For the past quarter of a century we 
have from time to time urged British 
electrical manufacturers to combine 
their forces—not necessarily their busi- 
nesses—in order to secure many advantages to which 
they are entitled, but which they could not hope to 
obtain single-handed. By joint action they could 
achieve the reform of specifications for contracts which 
in earlier days sought to impose the idiosyncracies of 
consulting engineers upon manufacturers down to the 
last item in the construction of machines—a practice 
which inevitably tended to increase the cost to the pur-. 
chaser without ensuring the slightest gain in efficiency 
or reliability, and was the very negation of standardisa- 
tion; they could abolish unfair conditions of contract 
such as those which compelled British manufacturers 
to work under conditions from which their foreign com- 
petitors were free; they could avoid the reckless price- 
cutting which resulted from unrestricted internal com- 
petition, and which led to corresponding cuts in quality 
in order to attain the absurdly low cost of production 
implied by the lowest tender”; they could secure 
sufficient profits to permit of a fair amount of research, 
and so on. All these points have been put forward in 
our pages, for more years than we care to look back 
upon, but with little success, for individualism is one 
of the most deeply rooted characteristics of our race, 
and only in comparatively recent years has it been 
realised that co-operation is a fundamental necessity 
of modern manufacturing conditions: Even now there 
is a vast amount of scope for the development of the 
principle of mutual assistance and support, but un- 
doubtedly great progress has been made, and the estab- 
lishment of such great societies as the Federation of 
British Industries, the British Electrical and Allied 
Manufacturers’ Association, the Electrical Contractors’ 
Association, and similar bodies has been amply justified 
by the beneficial results which they have obtained. 
The objection which is usually advanced against such 


Effective 
Co-operation. 


combinations is that they put up prices unfairly and : 


enable their members to reap exorbitant profits, and 

there are certain sections of the lay Press which invari- 

ably describe them as *' trusts,” and appear to imagine 

that thereby they stigmatise these organisations’ as 

inimical to the public welfare and worthy to be damned. 

Even ‘‘ trusts,” however, are not necessarily harmful, 

and as a matter of fact, the use of this terin is usually 

wholly unjustified—at any rate, in the case of trade 

associations such as we have in mind. A “trust,” in 

order to become a profiteering body, must first secure 
a monopoly of the branch of industry concerned, and 
for this purpose it must not only embrace within its 
membership all the British manufacturing firms, but 
also must be protected from foreign competition—con- 
ditions which in this country are impossible of attain- 
ment. If, then, & trade association neither desires nor 
is able to eliminate competition and set up an unhealthy 
standard of profits, this objection falls to the ground, 
and no other valid criticism remains to be considered. 
Our point is admirably illustrated by the report of 

a sub-committee on the electrical cable industry, of 
which an abstract appears elsewhere in this issue. |t 
relates almost wholly to the operations of the Cable 
Makers’ Association, which was formed as long ago as 
1899, and for a long time remained the only organisa- 
tion of the kind which had been successfully established 
in the electrical industry. A perusal of the report will 
show that all the objects outlined above have been at- 
tained by this excellent association, which has achieved 
a high reputation not onlv for the cables manufactured 
bv the constituent firms, but also for the sagacity and 
integrity with which its affairs have been conducted. 
That ample competition exists to prevent profiteering 
is made clear by the evidence, but the most significant 
conclusions of the sub-committee are those which state 
that there is a marked absence of hostility towards 
the association, and that its operations have so raised 
the standard of quality of association cables that 
purchasers are willing to pay a higher price for them 


than for other brands; the cable-making industry is 
prosperous, and British cables have & world-wide repu- 
tation for reliability and durability. No higher testi- 
mony to the virtues of combination under wise adminis- 
tration could possibly be desired, and we congratulate 
the Association on its distinguished record of publie 
service and private advantage which has been further 
endorsed by the election of its most capable and univers- 
ally esteemed director, Mr. Ll. B. Atkinson, to the office 
of President of the Institution of Electrical Engipeers. 


— 


The Tue question of the representation 
Question of of labour on Joint Electricity Autho- 
Workers' rities came up at the Greater London 


Representation. hearing last week. The London County 

Council administrative scheme includes 
iu the constitution of the Authority provision for two 
representatives of workers in the industry. lt is further 
specified that these representatives shall be chosen by 
certain trade unions to be nominated. It seems, how- 
ever, an open question whether labour can be legiti- 
mately included, since the actual Act of 1919 certainly 
does not specify labour amongst those who should be 
included in the Authority. The only reference in the 
Act under which it could come is other interests.“ 

It will be remembered that labour was specifically 
included in the constitution of District Boards in the 
original Bill (which was afterwards discarded), but to 
include representation of labour in an entirely volun- 
tury body, such as the Joint Electricity Authorities are 
supposed to be, is another question altogether. Further, 
the question of including representatives of trade unions 
on the London Joint Authority has also a special aspect 
in view of the circumstances in London. It will be 
remembered that the position of the trade unions in 
London is that they have given instructions to their 
members to refuse to connect up installations which 
have been erected by non-union labour. They have also 
taken action, similar in effect, with regard to 
kinemu shows where union’ rules are not observed. 
The unions interested in the electricity supply 
industry thus claim the right to use the in- 
dustry as a lever to enforce their claims in quarters. 
which have nothing whatever to do with the electri- 
city supply industry itself. We are not discussing 
at the moment the legitimacy or otherwise of such claim, 
but simply stating the fact as having a bearing upon 
the inclusion of representatives of these unions on a 
Joint Electricity Authority. The Joint Electricity 
Authority when formed will become the Authority which 
wil regulate the developnient of supply throughout 
Greater London, and thus be in & position of extensive 
power and responsibility, its first duty being to main- 
tain uninterrupted supply. Conceivably cases would 
crop up where the trade unions decided to take drastic 
action 1n one direction or another, and it would surely 
be an anomaly if on the one hand the Joint Electricity 
Authority were striving to maintain supply, and on the 
other hand the workers were receiving instructions from 
one of the trade union members of the Joint Authority 
to take steps towards stopping the supply. a 

Whether the appeal case at Hackney will do anything 
towards settling this awkward situation is still tom be 
seen, but so long as the trade unions claim the right. 
to use the electricity supply industry. to settle outside 
quarrels it would surely be indisereet to give their 
representatives a seat on the Joint Authority controlling 
the supplv of London. The principle to which these 
trade unions have thus committed themselves is a very 
big one, and may conceivably become; sooner or later. 
of very serious importance. We quite svmpathise with 
the London County Council in its general wish to 
secure the interests of the workers in the wav mentioned, 
and: we should raise no criticism if it were representa- 
tion of the workers simply as such. but it is not. It 
is a question of taking into the Authority representa- 
tives of unions which. as we have pointed out. have 
interest in militant action far bevond the scope of the 
Joint Electricity Authority. 
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ELECTRIC VEHICLE PROGRESS AT BIRMINGHAM. 


A New Battery-charging Station. 


THE City Corporation of Birmingham, it is believed, has 
one of the finest fleets of electric vehicles in the country, 
and in the collection and removal of house refuse great 
economies have been effected by the utilisation of electric 
vehicles in place of horse-drawn wagons. ` 

The use of. a large fleet of such vehicles naturally 


F1G. 1.—BELLISS-CROMPTON 75-KW GENERATING SET. 


involves the provision of extensive batvery-charging 
facilities, and the following particulars and illustrations 
of a plant to provide energy for that purpose, which has 
been installed by Mr. S. Thomas Pemberton, M.I.E.E., for 
the Birmingham Corporation Salvage Department, will be 
of interest. 

Prior to the erection of the plant, the steam generated by 
the burning of refuse at the Corporation Destructor Works 
at Lifford, King's Norton, was discharged to atmosphere ; 
itis now, however, utilised to generate electricity which is 
used to charge the vehicle batteries and also to drive 
motors in connection with the water-softening, tin-bundling, 
and clinker-screening plant. The saving to the department 


is enormous, as it will be realised that the electrical energy 


is produced as what might be termed a by-product from the 
heat derived from burnt refuse. 

An interior view of the power house is shown in fig. 1, 
which, it will be seen, contains a Belliss & Morcom vertical 
steam engine direct coupled to a Crompton generator. The 
exhaust eteam is discharged into a surface condenser supplied 
by Messrs. J. Evans & Son, Ltd., the water for which is 
obtained from the canal near by. The output of the 
generating plant is 75 kW. : 23 

The interior of one of the garages is illustrated in fig. 2; 
the equipment in these buildings consiste of watt - hour 
meters and specially constructed cast-iron connection boxes 
for the purpose of attaching the flexible charging cable to 
each vehicle, this method being preferable to the use of 
plugs and sockete, owing, it is claimed, to its being 


possible to secure a more solid and positive contact there- 


with. : 

The third figure shows the vehicle-charging switchboard 
of the well-known Igranic type, which has already been 
described in our pages. It is suitable for charging 10 
vehicles at once, and two blanks have been left for future 
extensions. With regard to the remainder of the installa- 
tion, all the underground cable was supplied by Callender’s 
Cable and Construction Co., Ltd., the wiring was carried 


out by the Stuart Electric Co., and the power panels and 
motors were furnished by Messrs. Electromotors, Ltd. 

The plant as a whole is sound and comprehensive, 
and the scheme reflects credit on Mr. James Jack- 
son, superintendent of the Salvage Department, 
who introduced the idea, and his departmental engi- 
neers, Messrs. Codlin and Sainsbury, 
not forgetting Mr. Pemberton, under 
whose direction the scheme was carried 
out. It is interesting to note that 
the Salvage Committee is so satisfied 
with the whole lay-out of the job that it 
proposes to duplicate the plant at 
another of its destructor works at an 
early date. 

The Salvage Department now has in 
commission a fleet of 31 Edison 2)-ton 
vehicles, and one Orwell 3}-tonner, 
and a report was recently issued dealing 
with the service of the electric vehic'es 
for the second six months of last year, 
when 26 Edisons and the one Orwell 
lorry were operated. Attention is called 
to the saving which has been effected 
in the Montague Street area by sub- 
stituting electric vehicles for horse- 
drawn wagons in the outlying portions 
of the area, and by confining the horse 
traction to the area nearest to the 
depót, namely, within a radius of about 
1] miles. 

Statistical information has been pre- 
pared relating to the combined system 
of working electric vehicles and horse- 
drawn wagons in the Montague 
Street area, which is summarised as 


follows :— 
Electric Horse 


Item. vehicles. wagons, 
Number of rounds (one transport unit for 
each san 158 +i sf o 10 
Average interval between each visit (work- 
ing days) ... in - vas ia» 619 616 
Average number of houses visited per week: 
By one vehicle and four men ò * 2,116 — 
By one horse wagon and two men... jis — 846 
By a two-horse wagon and four men to 
compare with electric: vehicle labour — 1,692 


From this table it is clear that each electric vehicle 
working in the outer portion ot the Montague Street area, 
and travelling double the mileage of the horse wagons per 
day, visits as many houses as approximately 2} horse wagons 


visit in their restricted area near the depot. The c st per 
house visit is as follows : — | 
Per hour 
per week. 
Horse wagons—eontinuous system —inner area ... 3 22d. 
Electric vehicles j 5 outer „ 2˙94d. 
Saving in favour of the electric vehicle per house 
per week ... | . 0 28d. 


This represents a saving of £125 per annum for each 
electric vehicle, but the figure is really greater than this, 
because if horses had to travel to the areas now served by 
electric vehicles they would not visit nearly as many houses 
as they do in the inner area. It is estimated that the saving 
effected by transferring two horses from long-distance work 
into the inner areas, or short-distance work, effects a farther 
saving of at least £125 per annum, so that each electric 
vehicle, directly and indirectly, results in a reduction of the 
working costs by no less asum than £250 per year. 

The view is expressed that there are distinct spheres of 
operation for both the horse-drawn and the electric vehicles, 
aud that a reduction in costs can best be obtained by 
utilising both methods of transport. For the electric vehicle 
to compete with horse haulage in the inner area, which 
comprises mainly a poor class of property, from which there is 
nearly 40 per cent. more refuse (in weight), it is stated that it 
would be necessary to have a 3]-ton vehicle with a body 


L 
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as follows :— Edison, 1/0:28d. 
These costs are based on a price of 23d. per kWh. It 
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capacity of 9 cb. yards. Doubts are expressed about whether 
it will ever be practicable for electric vehicles to collect 
more than three fall loads per normal working day, 
because the extra loads would involve additional 
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has been pointed out to the city electrical engineer that as 
most of the electrical energy used for charging the electric 
vehicles is taken from the generating stations at night time, 
during the “ off-peak load ” period, a reduction in the price 


Fra, 2.--ELECIRIC VEHICLE CHARGING GARAGE AT BIRMINGHAM. 


travelling time and, therefore, reduce the loading time 
now available. 
A comparison is made of the working costs of the vehicles 


operated. ‘These are summarised as follows :— 

Per day worked. Per ton carried. 
26 24-ton “Edison vehicles £4 4s. 57d. 14/0°81d. 
1 34 „ "Orwell" vehicle £4 6s. 72d. 13/8'17d. 


Interest and repayments were calculated on the basis of a 
seven-years’ life, except in the case of the battery of the 
“ Orwell" vehicle, which was depreciated on the basis of a 
two-years' life. 

During the six months under review the Orwell“ vehicle 
was employed in a district wherein the refuse was of a heavy 
nature, and the average weight collected per load was two 
tons, four cwt., three quarters, as against two tons, two cwt., 
three quarters collected by the Edison" vehicles, thus 
making use of the additional strength of the Orwell" 
chassis. This accounts for its cost per ton being lower, 
while its cost per day was higher than that of the 
* Edison " vehicle. 
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Fig. 3.—IGRANIC BATTERY-CHARGING SWITCHBOABD, 


The cost for electrical energy for charging the vehicles was 
per ton; Orwell, 11°05d. per 
ton. 


per kWh should be made. The suggestion is being favour- 
ably considered, and a reduction of from 30 to 40 per cent. 
is anticipated. 

The following table shows the continuity of work and 
the percentage of working days lost by both makes of 
vehicle during the 12 months of last year :— 


One Orwell vehicle. | Edison vehicles. 


Possible Possible 
D Da 
Quarter, | worked, [Moning PATH % | worked eerie 
March 74 3 390 955 | ss 9°82 
June. 70 Ms 000| 751 1415 18˙85 
September 77 cn 000 | 1,1785 | 1025 | 800 
December | 76 1 1'30 1466 | 194 11°69 
Totals... | 1'83 | 3,050'5 | 466 11°07 
| | 


297 | 4 

The batteries of both makes of vehicle gave practically 
no trouble. The time lost by the Edison vehicles was 
mainly due to temporary difficulties 
in the supply of certain parte, but 
Messrs. Edisons have readily and 
willingly taken such steps as will, it 
is thought, avoid further trouble. 

Since January lst five new Edison 
vehicles have been received, and 
during tbe coming financial year a 
generating set is to be installed at 
the Bolton Park Street depót, and 
provision has also been made in the 
estimates (which have been approved) 
for one 3j-ton electric vehicle, for 
which it is hoped a suitably large 
body can be obtained, which will 
enable experiments to be made in 
comparison, not only with the existing 
vehicles, but also in the inner areas 
in competition’ with horse haulage. 

“The great results achieved in 
installing, one of the best collection 
systems in this country, which in 
many of the districts would not have 
been practicable with horse haulage, 
combined with a considerable reduc- 
tion in working costs, will, I hope 
and trust," states the superintendent 
of the Corporation Salvage  Depart- 
ment, “permit of a great increase in the use of the 
‘electrics’ when the financial position of the Corporation 
becomes eesier." 
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TRADE UNIONS. AND PROFIT-SHARING. - 
| AGREEMENTS: ^" > 


5 A 1 
t 


(BY a LEGAL CONTRIBUTOR.) 


A casE recently decided in the Court of Appeal will be 
read with great interest by those who are interested 
in profit-sharing and co-partnership as nieaüs of bring- 
ing employer and workman tegether. The trade union 
objects to these schemes. 
because they tend to make a workinan independent of 
his union, and unamenable to discipline. The question 
whether, in the existing state of the law, à trade union 
can prevent one of its members from entering into any 
such arrangement was considered in Braithwaite v. The 
Amalgamated Society of Carpenters, which is reported 
in The Times of June 14th. D 

The facts are simple enough. The plaintiff sought 
an injunction to restrain the deferidants from expelling 
him from their ranks. It was a rule of the union that 
a member inight be fined or expelled if he is“ working 
on a co-partnership systein when such system makes 
provision for the operator's holding a minority of the 
shares in the concern:’’ The plaintiff had, in fact, be- 
come a member of Lever Bros, Ltd., Co-partnership 
Trust, and because he did so, an attempt was made 
to expel him on the ground that he had committed a 
breach of the rule above mentioned. It was contended 
that no action lay because of Section 4 of the Trade 
Union Act. 1871, which provides that nothing in the 
Act is to enable any Court to entertain proceedings in- 
stituted with a view to directly enforcing or recovering 
damages for the breach of an agreement. T 

In the Court below Mr. Justice Eve had held that 
on the authority of Chaniberlain's. Wharf v. Smith 
(1902) 1 Ch. 605, the action could not be maintained, 
but the Court of Appeal thought otherwise. The Master 
of the Rolls said: The plaintiffs do not dispute the 
validity of the rule; they say they have not done any- 
thing to contravene it. ' lt must be an attempt to enforce 
an agreement by which the defendants agreed to do 
something. Where is that agreement to be found? In 
mv opinion no such agreement can be found in the 
rule at all. The only agreement which it implies was 
the one arising from membership. There must be im- 
plied on the part of the inember an agreement to comply 
with the rules, and on the part of the defendant union 
an agreement to give the member certain benefits so long 
as he complied with the rules. It seems to me that the 
answer to the question. apart from authority, is that 
the defendants never made any agreement, but had made 
it à condition of membership that the plaintiffs should 
not commit any breach of the rules.“ 

The Master of the Rolls then examined Lord Lever- 
liulme's co-partnership scheme, pointing out that it did 
not oblige any workman to take shares in tlie concern, 
nor was there any provision that the workiman should 
always hold a minority of the shares. In another case, 
tried at the same time, it was held that one Ashley, a 
member of the General Union of Operative Carpenters 
and Joiners could not be expelled from that body because 
he had joined Lord Leverhulme's premium bonus sys- 
tem. | | MEN 

Lord Justice Younger, | 
attention to the importance of these cases. | 
man to be expelled from his trade union means that he 


in giving judgment, drew 


ean obtain practically no employment in his own trade. . 
He is in danger of becoming what Lord Justice Fletcher 


Moulton in another class of case once described as an 
odd lot in the labour market. Expulsion from the 
35 - * E 


union is a sentence of industrial death.“ 
The moral of this case is that the Court will in effect. 


prevent the expulsion of a meinber from a union unless 


it is clearly shown that he-has contravened a rule. It 

will not do for the union official to merely sav: “ You 

must not join vour einplover's co-partnership or profit- 
s . 2 +Y 

sharing scheme or I will have you expelled." He must 

Zo further, and be ¥n a position to say that to join that 


They are apparently suspect " 


“For n: 


of 480,000 kW. 


army wm ot tae : m . n Ee 


particular scheme was to infringe a particular rule by 
which the workman was bound. "s 

We imagine that it is not by. any means beyond the 
capacity of employers like Lord Leverhulme so to frame 
the rules of a co-partnership scheme as to avoid clashing 
with the rules of any union to which their workmen 
belong. 


JOINT ELECTRICITY AUTHORITIES. 
(Continued from page 799.) 


London and Home Counties Inquiry. 

ON Wednesday, June 15th, Mr. J. H. Riper, who, with Sir 
Alexander Kennedy, Mr. G. W. Partridge, and Mr. C. H. 
Wordingham, has prepared the technical scheme embodied 
in the London County Council's proposals, explained the 
modifications which had been made in the scheme as origin- 
ally presented to the Commissioners, and the reasons for them. 
Ihe Committee of Engineers was formed in May, 1920. Sir 
A. B. W. Kennedy and Mr. G. W. Partridge being appointed 
by nine of the companies, Mr. Rider by the L.C.C., and Mr. 
Wordingham by the Conference of Local Authorities owning 
electricity works in Greater London. As stated by Mr. Craig 
Henderson on the opening day, Sir Philip Dawson, on behalf 
of the railway companies, had approved of the technical 
scheme. Under the original scheme, the construction of the 
capital stations already referred to, viz., three on the river 
Thames east of the Blackwall Tunnel and one in the west 
at Chiswick, together with the extension of two of the exist- 
ing stations, was to be taken in hand at an early stage. The 
two existing stations which are to be extended are Stepney 
and Deptford. Although this part of the scheme still holds 
good, it has been decided, in the light of financial conditions, 
to postpone the construction of capital stations, and to pro- 
ceed, as the first stage of the scheme, with the linking-up 
of a certain number of the existing stations, which have been 
named group stations, to meet the demand until 1925-6, and 
then to add additional plant in nine or ten of the existing 
stations to deal with the load for a further period, unless 
the conditions permit of the construction of the capital sta- 
tions. The following table gives the group stations which 
are to be linked up, showing the new plant which is to be 
added, and the amount of plant it is proposed to scrap, and 
this linking-up forms the nucleus of the modified proposals 
as now placed before the Commissioners by the London 
County Council l ED 

. Existing plant. New pani Sorapped plant. Total. 
| kW. kW. kW. kW. 


Station. | 
West Ham 17,900 10.000 3,900 24.0% 
Poplar 9,750 6.750 — 16,500 
Stepney x 16,000 10.000 — 26,000 
Shoreditch 8.800 5,000 3,800 10,000 
Hackney . 18.20 9.000 1.200 26,000 
Walthamstow 5.800 3.300 1.800 7.300 


Bow (Charing Cross Co.) 30,400 — 12,000 6.400 28.000 


Bankside (City of Lon- 
don Co.) ^ ET 30.000 20,000 10.800 45. A 
Islington T T" 9,250 5.000 3,250 11,000 
St. Pancras (King’s Road) 5,500 11,600 — 17.100 
St. Marvlebone pud 19,000 17,600 2,000 34.60 
Grove Road (Central Co.) 20,220 35,000 5.220 50.000 
Horseferry Road (West- 
minster Co.) . 5.100 3.000 — 8.100 
Hammersmith ds 11.400 12.000 24,400. 21,000 
Wood Lane (Kensington 
and Notting Hill Co.) 11,900 . — 1.600 10,300 
Battersea ae n 0,524 5,000 3,024 11,50 
Barnes . 1,500 3,000 — 4,500 
Kingston 3.240 — 700 2.540 
Wimbledon s T 4,825 3,000 1.325 6.500 
Willesden (Metropolitan . 
Co.)  .. ; "E 23.000 16,000 9.000 30.000 
Uxbridge m Shi 6,100 2.000 1,700 6,400 
Wandsworth (County 
Co.) "A "M n 20,500 6,000 — 26,500 
South Metropolitan Co. 17,500 — 1,000 16,5900 
South London Co. 7,000 — 3,500 3.500 
London Electric Corpora- 
tion TNT 44.350 3.500 15,350 32,500 
Croydon s etm 5.500 10.000 1,000 14.500 
Woolwich (Globe Lane) 10.250 10:000 — 20.250 
Gravesend „ 1.800 7.000 SO) NANNI 
Brimsdown (North Met. | | 
Power Co.) Er 12.750 15.000 4.750 2.0 
Willesden (North Met. l | 
mom Tower Co)) „ 18.500 EU 5 18.50) 
Totals 395.559 246.750 84.519 557.790 


In this way it is calculated that the Joint Authority would 
have at its disposal bv 1925, without having spent any money 
on capital stations, 557,000 kW to meet an estimated demand 


4 
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‘The CHAIRMAN raised the question of reserve plant, and 
Mr. Rider pointed to the fact that there would be a number 
of other stations which could be called upon for assistance 
to: the extent of 75,000 kW, although they would not‘form 
part of the linked-up group stations. Ihese he named as 
Barking, Beckenham, Bermondsey, Bexley, Dartford, Ealing, 
East Ham. Erith, Finchley,: Hampstead, Heston and Isle- 
worth, Hornsey, Ilford, Leyton, Southwark, Bromley, Earls 
Court (Brompton & Kensington Co.), Chelsea, Chiswick, City 
Road (County Co.), Egham, Harrow, Surbiton, Tottenham, 
and. Twickenham. He added that a number of stations in 
the central area had not been taken into account because they 
were practically in process of being shut down by their 
present owners. Further, it was pointed out quite clearly 
that under this linking-up scheme, as the first stage of the 
comprehensive proposal, a number of stations on the fringe 
of the area would not be assisted in any way, and that these 
districts must go on as they were now for some time to come. 
Under present financial conditions it would be too expensive 
to lay the necessary mains. EEE D 

Continuing, Mr. Rider said that if in 1935 it was still found 
impossible to erect the new eapital stations, then it would 
be possible to extend nine or.ten of the existing power sta- 
tions so that the total plant available would be 760,000 kW. 
By that time, plans would have to be put in hand for the 
capital stations owing to the urgency of the increasing de- 
mands, whilst no doubt the financial position would be: much 
improved. At present, however, the gain in lower working 
costs. to be obtained from the capital stations would be more 
than off-set by the higher capital charges. When the whole 
scheme was completed and the capital stations were working, 
it was provided that the only existing power stations which 
would be kept in operation would be Willesden (North Metro- 
politan Electric Power Co.), St. Marylebone, Grove Road 
(Central Electric Supply Co.), Hackney, Bow (Charing Cross 
Co.), and Bankside (City Co.).. When that would actually 
happen he could not say. Er he 5 » 

The question of leaving out of account some of the fringe "' 
areas for some time to come. was taken up by the Commis- 
sioners. Mr. BoorH asked what was the object of keeping 
them in the area if they were not to.be assisted from the 
beginning. Was it Mr. Rider's opinion that a better scheme 
could be produced by reducing the area? 

Mr. River said the cost of taking the supply to the extreme 
areas must be much greater than that of supplying the 
inner area, utilising. the existing stations, and from the en- 
gineering point of view, it would be a better scheme to omit 
some of the outside areas. Some assistance might be given 
to the outside areas, however, through the railway supply, 
which the figures he had given had not taken into account. 

The CHAIRMAN said it was the possibility of getting assist- 
ance in the outside areas from the railway supplies that had 
induced the Commissioners to delimit the area in the way 
they had. | 

Mr. River said a great deal depended upon the nature of 
the railway supply. | : A, d 

Discussing the question of costs under the original scheme 
and the one now proposed, excluding railway supply, it was 
pointed out that under the revised scheme, the cost per unit 
delivered to the feeders by authorised distributors, after con- 
version, would be 1.385d., whereas under the original scheme 
it would be 1.485d., whilst under the original scheme. with 
the railways included the cost would be 1.377d., all these 
figures being averages over the whole area for the first stage. 
In order to make the linking-up scheme work efficiently, it 
would be necessary to have the central controlling body or 
Joint Electricity Authority to control the. whole of. the under- 
takings, not only as to giving supply, but as to the hours 
when certain stations should work, where plant should go 
in, &c., even down to the book-keeping of the generating side 
of the business. It was for this reason that the expenditure 
of the Joint Authority was placed at 450.000 per annum, 
because there would have to be a technical staff to carry out 
this work of supervision and management. | 

The chief cross-examination of Mr. Rider on Wednesday 
came from the promoters of the East London scheme,.although 
on the admission that the outer areas could not be assisted 
for some time, counsel for the Hertfordshire County Council 
and the North Metropolitan Power Co. suggested that as it 
appeared the area was unwieldy, 1t would improve the position 
if they were left out. 

The point of the cross-examination on behalf of the East 
London scheme was that by splitting the area delimited bv 
the Commissioners into several smaller ones, a more efficient 
service would be obtained, at any rate, for industrial London, 
cheap power being essential to industry. It was put to Mr. 
Rider that to have a large area such as was proposed in order 
to bring down the average eost over the whole was not the 
right way to proceed, when certain of the districts, and 
those the most important industrial ones, were already supply- 
ing energy at a lower rate than the average estimated under 
the revised scheme. p 

Mr. River, however, stuck to the point of view that there 
must be a large area, and that all the undertakings in it 
should come into a common pool for the good of the com- 
munity as a whole. l 0 

Sir Herspert Nig&p, K.C., for the Hertfordshire County 
Council, expressed a fear of territorial aggrandisement on 
the part of the London County Council, and suggested that 


that was behind the desire to get such a large representation 
on the Joint Electricity Authority, which would be dominated 
by the L. C. C. e : i En 

Mr. Sypney Morse, for the West Kent Electric Power Co., 
referred to the scheme for the erection of a new power station 
by that company upon which thé: Commissioners had deferred 
their decision. He said the company would want 60,000 kW 
in à comparatively short time; where was it to come from, 
under the L. O. C. scheme? : 

Mr. RIDER said that if such a demand were made upon the 
Joint Electricity: Authority steps would be taken to meet it. 
On Thursday. June 16th, Mr. WnRoTTESLEY, for the Middlesex 
County Couneil,.endeavoured.to get an expression of opinion 
from Mr. Rider as to. parts of the area being cut out, but 
Mr. Rider. was emphatié that some substantial portion of 
Middlesex must be included. He would not. agree to making 
the boundary of the electricity. supply area on the north and 
west that of the. County of London. 

: The CHAIRMAN usked Mr., Morse, on belialf of the West Kent 
Co. and the County of London Co.,.to give details, some time 
during the inquiry, of the developments involving 60,000 kW 
in the case of West Kent, and of the anticipated developments 
in the County of London Co.“ area. Although evidence was 
given at some length with regard to the latter during the 


inquiry in. October (ELECTRICAL .RBVIEW, October lóth and 


22nd, 1920) concerning the Barking station, it was not quite 
sufficiently detailed for the purpose of the present inquiry. 

Mr. MORSE promised to do this. Continuing his cross-ex- 
ainination of Mr. Rider, he elicited the fact that the site of one 
ob the proposed capital stations the same as that of the old 


‘Thames Ironworks, and that it was the same site as that pro- 


posed in the scheme which was being placed before the Com- 
missioners by the Great Eastern Railway CO. The available 
land.there was 13 acres; at Chiswick there were 25 acres, and 
the other. two stations at Beckton and Greenwich would be 
on sites of. 16 and 9 acres respectively. ‘The point of Mr. 
Morse's questions was to compare the proposed new stations 
with the County of London Co.’s proposed station at Barking. 
and to that end he: went through the relative advantages as 
regards the usual facilities. . 

Mr. RIDER was reminded that during the October inquiry 
into the County of London Co.’s application to the Commis- 
sioners re Barking, he said that new generating plant was 
required immediately at that time, and that there was need 
for a new large station as soon as it could be built. T 

Mr. RIDER said he was still of the same opinion if financial 
conditions permitted, and it was only because after having 
spent a lot of money the cost per kWh was no cheaper, that 
he.now suggested that the capital stations should not be built 
at once. | 

Furtber questions showed that the total sales of energy 
in 1925.6, exclusive of railways, would be 960 million units 
in the whole area, compared with 608 millions, an increase. of 
352 millions, or 58 per cent. in the six years, equal to 7.8 per 
cent. annually.: Mr. Morse suggested that on the figures of 
the.County of london for 1918-19 and 1919-20, and applying 
these to the whole area, there would be an increase oi 230 
per cent.. during. the coming six years. Similarly it was 
pointed out that on the basis of the County of london Co.'s 
own increase in 1918-19 and 1919-20 the increase carried for- 
ward six years would amount to 215 per cent., again a very 
much larger increase than had been allowed for over the 
whole area by Mr. Rider. 


-. Asked how he proposed to deal with the increasing deanand 


of the County of London Co. up to 1925, Mr. Rider said he 
would deal with it from City Road. Wandsworth, and Bank- 
side, and. if the load should grow beyond the capacity of the 
available plant in these stations, or if there should be a break- 
down, there would be help available from other stations 
linked up. If the general growth was more rapid than anti- 
cipated in the scheme now put forward, it would mean that 
the second stage would come into operation more quickly. 

The CHAIRMAN said the Commissioners would require assist- 
ance on this matter. hecause it took a long time to get plant 
installed, and it would be necessary to put forward a proper 
scheme dealing with the contingency of a more rapid develop- 
ment than had been assumed, as indicated by the figures put 
in by the County of London Co. At present there would 
be available 39.200 kW in the County of London Co.'s stations 
and 10,000 kW ear-marked at Bankside under an agreement 
to deal with the County Co.'s load. Supposing that the 
company's demand increased, as suggested, to a figure for 
which this plant would not be sufficient. how could it be 
met? 

Mr. Riper said that if the County of London Co. or any 
other undertaker required more plant. some notice would be 
given to the Joint Authority, and arrangements would have 
to be made either for the erection of a capital station or for 
additional plant to be installed in some of the existing stations, 
which could be done to the extent of another 190,000 kW., 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that the County Co. expected a 
load of from 40.000 kW to 51,000 kW according to the load 
factor, in 1924-5. , 

Mr. Riper said that the curve he had prepared of the esti- 
mated increase over the whole area was on a basis which 
was higher than that which had yet taken place, except 
during the war period. l MEE 2 

The question of the estimates of increase in individual cases 
was raised, and the chairman said it was inost important 
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for the Commissioners to have the estimates from the L.C.C. 
in each case for comparison with what the individual com- 
panies, such as the County Co., said would be the position 
four or five years hence. 

Mr. RipEn said his estimate of the County Co.'s load in 
ead was 36,700 kW, against the company's figure of 40,000 


The CHAIRMAN said that 40,000 kW was on the basis that 
the company did not make special efforts to increase the 
demand between now and 1924-5, as it saw no prospect of 
meeting it without the new Barking station. 

Mr. RIDER said he had also estimated 20,000 kW for the 
Romford area of the County Co. by 1931, and the company 
could have 10,000 kW as soon as the Joint Electricity Autho- 
rity got to work. That 10,000 kW would be supplied from 
Stepney, Poplar, West Ham, and East Ham, the linking-up 
of which would cost £100,000, although the mains would not 
be laid only for the supply of the 10,000 kW in question. 
The total cost of the mains for linking-up throughout the 
whole area was £1,000,000. 

Mr. Morse suggested that to have to get the 10,000 kW 
from four stations was a little complicated. 

Mr. RIDER agreed, but added that it was quite practicable, 
and the 10,000 kW would be available within a period of 
two years, assuming the Joint Electricity Authority got to 
work at once. 

Answering questions with regard to the position of Croydon, 
Mr. Rider said that it did not form part of the preliminary 
linking-up scheme, and would only come in ultimately as 
part of the whole scheme. Nevertheless, the Croydon stution 
would be under the control of the Joint Electricity Authority, 
and he anticipated that Croydon would be supplied with energy 
at no higher price than at present. Croydon would receive 
no benefit until the capital stations were built. Nor would 
Croydon he any worse off, but meantime it would be under 
control as part of the general scheme. The same applied to 
Kingston, Guildford, and some other towns similarly situated 
on the fringe. 

Questions were next put on behalf of the Metropolitan 
Electric Supply Co., the objection already lodged with the 
Commissioners being to that company's bulk supply area in 
Middlesex being included in the scheme, but the company 
did not object to the area now served by it in the County of 
London being included. 

Mr. RIDER said he could not agree to leave out the 
Metropolitan Co.'s area, because it was within the limita of 
economical distribution from the Chiswick power station. 
when that was built. l 

Mr. G. SPENCER Hawes, representing Guildford Corporation, 
asked for exclusion from financial lability under the scheme, 
seeing that Guildford would not benefit in any way for a long 
time. 

Mr. RibER'S answer was that that was an administrative 
matter, and must be determined by the Joint Authority. On 
the question of the cost of energy obtained from the Autho- 
rity, an authorised distributor could not be asked to pay more 
than he could generate at for himself. "There would. however, 
be varying tariffs for the energy supplied by the Authority. 

Sir Harry Hawarp asked why there should not be a 
uniform scale of charge for energy by the Authority based 
on load factor. 

Mr. RIDER said it could be done, but it would net be alto- 
gether fair, because distance must come into consideration. 
although primarily the scale would take into account the 
load factor. 

Mr. CRaIG. Henperson, K.C.. re-examining Mr. Rider, dealt 
with the application of various authorities and companies to 
be left out of the area. Mr. Rider said the Joint Electricity 
Authority could only supply in bulk to authorised distributors 
and power companies, and could not compete in any way with 
an existing authority unless the latter failed in its statutory 
duties. The whole object of the Joint Authority was to 
assist and not to compete. As to the County of London Co., 
it was giving supplies to authorities outside its area. which 
were putting a strain on the supply within the company’s 
own area, and, moreover, it might be that the Joint Authcrity 
would be able to give these outside supplies from more con- 
venient sources. 

Discussing the Barking staticn and Mr. Rider's objection to 
putting 600.000 kW there. the CHAIRMAN asked if Mr. Rider 
would have the same objection if Barking were restricted to 
200,000 kW, or the same size as the proposed Beckton power 
station of the L.C.C. 

Mr. Riper said the position then would be that the cost 
of transmission from Barking would be a little higher, whilst 
Beckton would also have an advantage as regarded fuel. 
because by-products from the coal distillation plant of the 
Gas Light & Coke Co. would be used. 

At the conclusion of his re-examination, Mr. Rider was 
questioned by Sir Harry Hawarpb as to the reason for his 
change of opinion as to the need for capital stations, since 
he gave his evidence on the County Co.'s proposal in October. 
Surely the financial conditions were no worse now than they 
were in October, and in fact they were inclined to improve. 

Mr. Riper said his change of opinion was not caused by 
the alteration in prices, but by a more intimate knowledge 
of the circumstances of the case. Had he known in October 
what he knew now as to the advantages to be gained by 
linking-up, he would not then have said that a capital station 


should be erected as soon as possible. It was not so much 
a question of alteration of conditions, as an alteration in the 
knowledge of himself and his colleagues. 

Sir Harry HAwAkD pointed out that the County Co. was 
willing to proceed with the erection of a capital station now, 
notwithstanding the financial conditions. 

Answering questions by Sir Harry Haward, Mr. Riper said 
that the only capital expenditure in which the Joint Authority 
would be involved before the capital stations were built, would 
be £1,050,000 for mains and plant replacement. 

Subsequently Sir Harry HAWARD said it must be made 
perfectly clear what was to be the position of the Joint Elec- 
tricity Authority as a separate entity in relation to the existing 
stations. It was not at all clear to him as the case had been 
presented so far. | 

Mr. RIDER said a subsequent witness would deal with this 
point. He himself was not prepared to.speak as to the con- 
ditions upon which power stations should be taken over by 
the Joint Authority, but it would have to be & matter of 
arrangement whether the staffs of the generating stations 
were paid by the Joint Authority or the authorised distributor. 

Sir Harry HAwARD also put a series of questions as to the 
revenue of the Joint Authority, because aithough there was 
to be an expenditure of £1,050,000 during the first five years, 
there was no estimate of revenue. So far as he could see, 
the Joint Authority would be a clearing house. 

Mr. RIDER replied that as it was the idea that the Joint 
Authority would take over the whole of the generation side, 
it followed that it would handle the whole of the revenue from 
generation. 

Mr. PAGE said it seemed that the Joint Authority was to 
have all the privileges of ownership without the responsibility. 

Discussing the railway supply, Mr. Page said he regretted 
to see the L.C.C. taking up a timid attitude with regard to 
this. He elicited from Mr. Rider that, owing to the fact 
that the Joint Authority, when it came to erect a capital 
station, would have to put aside a sinking fund, it could never 
offer the railway companies such a cheap supply as the rail- 
way companies could generate for themselves. In fact, the 
railway companies had intimated to the L.C.C. and the Com- 
missioners that they would prefer to put up their own 
generating stations and supply the Joint Authority itself. 

Mr. Pace: And you will lose that complete control of the 
whole of the generation by the Joint Authority which you 
have said was so desirable to the success of the scheme? 

Mr. RibpER admitted that that was so, and added that so 
long as the Joint Authority had to provide a sinking fund 
for a comparatively short period, it could never offer the 
railway companies sufficiently good terms at any time. 

Mr. PaGF, on Friday, June 17th. in continuing his ques- 
tions as regards railway supply, said that Mr. Rider’s evidence 
on the point had struck at the root of the scheme. anu he 
wished to carry the matter further. He asked whether it 
was possible to suggest a scheme by which the financial 
position of the Joint Authority with regard to sinking fund 
could be improved so that the railway companies could be 
supplied by the Joint Authority? 

Mr. RIDER promised to bring forward a scheme. He had 

not gone into the details of what the railway companies 
estimated they could do, and his view already given was based 
on those estimates. The railway load which the Joint Autho- 
rity might get was estimated at 200,000 kW for the L.B. and 
S.C. Railway, the South-Eastern Railway, the Great Eastern 
Railway Co., and the Midland Co. The Great Western, South- 
Western, and North-Western railways had their own generat- 
ing stations, and it seemed that the railway companies might 
erect a number of comparatively small stations, which would 
not be desirable. The point was that the Commissioners 
could not refuse permission to railway companies to build 
stations if they could show that they could generate at a 
lower price than the Joint Authority could offer. 
. Passing on to distribution, Mr. Page received the empnatic 
opinion that the existing distributors were the best people to 
carry on this work, and not the Joint Authority, provided, of 
course, that the technical staff of the two bodies were kept 
separate. Generally speaking, the Joint Authority should 
have nothing to do with distribution. said Mr. Rider. 

Questions were then put as to the position if the load 
developed more quickly than anticipated and necessitated the 
building of capital stations earlier than contemplated. Would 
not the last stage be worse than the first, said Mr. Page. 
because a large sum of money would have been spent on 
smaller and less efficient plant in the existing stations? 

Mr. Riper did not think there would be much loss of 
efficiency. Moreover, the installation of this plant would take 
some time, and the Joint Authority would be able to determine 
in advance whether it was best to extend the existing stations 
or build a capital station. Sufficient money had been pro- 
vided in the expenses of administration of the Joint Authority 
to provide for a technical staff of sufficient calibre to be able 
to determine what was the best thing to do at the psycholo- 
gical moment. 

Mr. LeckIE referred to the opinion of Mr. Rider that more 
than 10,000 kW could not be transmitted by a single cable, 
and suggested that that figure was too low. 

Mr. Riper said it was based on 33,000 volts, 0.25 sq. in.. 
three core. 220 amps. per phase on a 0.8 power factor. He had 
not considered 66,000 volt& in this connection, but had pre- 
ferred to keep to what was considered good practice to-day. 


L 
k...... ͤ—..—.—; QO! ——̃̃ —... —; ——— .—S᷑ ——.........ñ....—.:x.ĩöÄ—.(— 


Vol. 88. No. 2,274, Joux 24, 1991.) 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


809 


A cable could not be run at that pressure with safety, at a 
higher temperature rise than 60 deg. F. 

Mr. LACKIE said a figure he had was 65 deg. F. temperature 
ne 310 amps. per phase, which was about 14,000 kW per 
cable. 

Mr. RIDER said some people did run their cables at a bigher 
density, but he preferred not to. 

Mr. LackIE contrasted the figures with regard to railway 
supply, so far as this was taken into account, and asked if 
Mr. Rider had been in consultation with the railway comi- 
panies to ascertain what they would be prepared to pay. 

Mr. RIDER said he had not, but without capital charges he 
could supply as cheaply as the railway companies could 
generate. Ihe railway load would improve the load factor 
of the capital station. 

Mr. LackiE suggested that the railway companies and large 
industrial users might be prepared to pay a somewhat bigher 
price it they were assured ot reliability through the capital 
stations rather than a linking-up policy. 

Answering the chairman, Mr. kiber said that £100,000 had 
been allowed for each of the new sites, that being only for 
the land and clearing. With regard to railways, he acknow- 
ledged that the railway loud improved the general supply, 
and although he agreea with, Sir John that it was not wise 
that the ranway conipanies should be encouraged or even 
allowed to build their own stations, by the terins of the Act 
of 1919 the Commissioners were bound to give consent to 
any other power station unless they could show that an 
equally cheap and abundant suppiy could be obtained else- 
where. lt ail depended on price, however, and he believed 
the railway companies were sufficiently good business under- 
takings to take a supply from the Joint Authority u an 
advantage could be shown. 

Sir JOHN SNELL followed this up by a reference to sinking 
fund, which Mr. Rider had previously spoken of as turning 
the scale against the Joint Authority, and pointed out that 
the average of the sinking fund was 24 per cent. on an equated 
period of 25 years. At present, local authorities could borrow 
money at 61 per cent., and they might soon be able to borrow 
at 6 per cent. He then assumed that railway companies 
could not borrow at less than 74 per cent., which suould 
go tar towards balancing the dinerence between the costs 
of generating by the Joint Authority and a railway company. 

Mr. Kibtk agreed, but added that the railway companies 
were not bound by statute to set aside anything tor deprecia- 
tion. For instance, they would not depreciate land, whereas 
the Joint Authority bad to pay off the loan in 60 years. Again, 
there were turbines and boilers which had been in efficient 
use for longer periods than those allowed for the repayment 
of the loan. Further, the railway companies could set money 
aside for depreciation when their finances allowed instead 
of being compelled to set aside a definite amount every year. 
As an engineer, he would say that the supply should be given 
by the party which could give the cheapest and most regular 
supply, irrespective of whether 1t was a private company or 
a public authority. In the case of the Great Eastern Rauway 
Co., he admitted that on the site proposed by that company, 
which belonged to it, generation could be carried on there 
for the purposes of the railway company more cheaply than 
the Joint Authority could give a supply, because the site was 
at the very point where the load was. 

In order to bring the scheme into proper sequence, Sir 
John put it that there would be 557,000 kW in the existing 
stations, Which would be developed to a total of 756,000 kW, 
after which steps would be taken to erect capital stations 
and the existing stations gradually shut down. 

Mr. RIDER agreed, @nd said that 225, 000 kW of the old 
plant in the existing stations would gradually be scrapped as 
the capital stations were developed. 

Questions were then asked by Sir John as to how it was 
proposed to meet the anticipated demand of 60,000 kW in the 
West Kent area. 

Mr. River said he did not agree with that estimate of the 
requirements in the near future. The development in this 
district during the first stage, however, would be met from 
the existing stations at Blackwall Point and Woolwich, and 
future provision must depend upon the circumstances. He 
reiterated that he assumed the Joint Authority would have 
a technical staff of sufficient ability to meet the situation 
from time to time. 

The CHAIRMAN concluded his questions by saying that, 
broadly, he took it that the position was that owing to the 
high costs of capital and plant, Mr. Rider felt it was incum- 
bent to make the most of the existing plant, by making certain 
additions and linking up to a certain extent. That was the 
first stage. Then if the rate of growth in any particular 
locality was quicker than was anticipated in the estimates, 
there was the flexibility of two alternatives, either to gradu- 
ally increase interconnection between other stations in sup- 
port of those already interconnected, or supplement them by 
adding further plant in certain selected stations, or if it was 
more economical at the moment to do so, to erect capital 
stations. 

Mr. Riper said that summed up the position exactly as he 
would wish. 

Sir JOHN SNELL said the only difficulty he saw about that 
was that it would tuke some time to prepare to construct a 
new capital station. 

. Mr. River said it was not inconceivable that the Joint 
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Authority might have to begin to prepare for the first capital 
station during the first stage of the organisation. It was 
impossible to bind the Joint Authority now to any detinite line 
of action. No matter who brought in a scheme at the present 
time, it might be materially altered in five years. 

Mr. C. D. Jounson, Controller of the L. C. C., followed, and 
was asked only a few questions on the finan.-1al side of the 
scheme by counsel for the L. C. G. Generally speaking. he 
said, the finance had been estimated on the basis that it 
would have the rates of the area behind it, and that the 
income would be the whole income derived from the gencia- 
tion of electricity. The rate at which the money for the new 
capital stations and other works would be raised had been 
laken at 64 per cent. 

The cross-examunation by counsel for the Conference of 
Local Authorities and the companies promoting similar 
schemes was devoted to points of detail. It was not con- 
templated, said Mr. Johnson, that there would be a flat rate 
of charge over the whole area, although, unlike the local autho- 
rities, the L.C.C. had not considered a system of charging 
according to zones. Another diflerence between the two 
schemes pointed out referred to the meeting of possible de- 
ficiencles in the working of the Joint Authority. Ihe L. C. C. 
proposed to have a reserve fund whilst the local authorities 
proposed to make a levy to wipe off any deficiency, as it 
arose, the levy being in proportion to the number of kWh 
taken by the distributor from the Joint Authority. 

Mr. KENNEDY, for the companies, speaking on the finance, 
said the 1dea was that the companies should advance money 
to the Joint Authority, and the interest on it would be 
guaranteed by the L.C.C. under Clause 4 of the Electricity 
Supply Bill (No. 2) when it became an Act. 

Many questions were put by Mr. DoNaLD, for the East 
London scheme promoters, as to the finance of the scheme. 

For the Metropolitan Electric Supply Co. and the North 
Metropolitan Electric Power Co., it was put to witness that 
under the scheme, these concerns would be permitted to do 
what Parliament had already authorised them to do; they 
would not be benefited in any way, and yet would have 
to bear a share of the administrative expenses in the early 
years. 

Mr. JouNsowN's reply to all questions of this character was 
that everybody in the area would reap the benefit ultimately. 

The Inquiry was then adjourned. 


Mr. JOHNSON was re-examined on the morning of Tuesday, 
June 2lst, by Mr. Craig Henderson, K.C. The first point 
dealt with was the payment for the undertakings by the Joint 
Electricity Authority in stock, provision for which was made 
in the financial scheme. As to the Joint Authority becoming 
a second Metropolitan Water Board, there was no similarity 
between the two. The Water Board supplied in detail, 
whereas the Joint Electricity Board would not supply in 
detail; and the fact was that the administrative expenditure 
of the Water Board had risen from 84 per cent. to 104 per 
cent. as between 1913 and 1919. 

Sir Harry Hawanp asked what was likely to be the total 
amount of capital required to meet the needs of Greater 
London, would it be £50,000,000 in the next 20 years? 

Mr. JOHNSON thought a figure of from 440.000, 000 to 
£50,000,000 would be a reasonable one. Discussing with Sir 
Harry the relative ability of the railway companies and the 
Joint Authority to raise capital, Mr. Johnson said this should 
be 14 per cent. in favour of the Joint Authority. The whole 
basis of the scheme was that it should be self-supporting. As 
to a guarantee of the interest on capital by the I. C. C., he 
thought this would have a greater effect upon raising money 
than a guarantee from a number of smaller local authorities. 


‘Asked as to the position if the larger outside authorities refused 


to come in, witness said that although the L.C.C. would 
prefer the co-operation of the other large authorities, it did 
not necessarily follow that the I. C. C. would not proceed 
alone if they held back. If other local authorities refused to 
pledge their rates as security for the capital required by 
the Joint Authority, he svmpathised with the view put for- 
ward at another inquiry before the Commissioners, that such 
authorities should not have the same favourable terins for 
bulk supply as those authorities which did pledge the security 
of their rates. 

Reverting to the raising of capital by railway companies 
and the Joint Authority, Mr. Johnson said the difference in 
favour of the Joint Authority would depend upon whether 
the Authority had the security of the rates or only of its 
undertaking. 

Sir Harry HAWARD mentioned that the Yorkshire Electric 
Power Co. and the Notts. & Derbyshire Power Co. had put 
interest and depreciation at 124 per cent.. whereas in the 
case of the Joint Authority the total, with the rates as 
security, had been put at 9 per cent. The County of London 
Co. with regard to its Barking scheme had estimated 11 per 
cent., including depreciation. 

Mr. JOHNSON said he should have thought capital could 
have been raised more cheaply than this by companies. 

The position of the railway companies was then considered 
in this connection, and Sir Harry Haward said it seemed 
hardly likely that the railway companies could raise capital 
so cheaply as the Joint Authority. 

Counsel for the railway companies interposed to the effect 
that the ability of the railway companies to raise capital 
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on present earning capacity, under Government control, would 
be materially improved alter Government control was re- 
moved. Lhat was à material factor in the case from this 
point of view.“ 

Mr. JOHNSON’S own opinion was that if the Joint Electricity 
Authority could get to work soon enough it should be able 
to provide stations which could supply energy to the railway 
companies as cheaply as the railway companies could generate 
1t tor themselves. That opinion was based upon ine fact 
that the cheaper rate at Which the Joint Authority could raise 
capital Would more than counterbalance the lower rate of 
depreciation adopted by the raliway companies. At the same 
tnne, wne period Ior repayment ot loans by the Joint Authority 
“should be made as long as reasonaniy possible. He did not, 
however, suggest that a longer period shouid be granted to 
the Jomt Authority than to the local authorities generally 
tor electricity undertakings, but the period in all cases shouid 
be made as long as possivie in order to enable electricity to 
be soid as cheaply as possible. 

Sir Harry HAWARD then pointed out that under the pro- 
posed heads of agreement for the purchase of the undertak- 
ings by the Joint Authority was the payment of the original 
capital expenditure properiy standing in the books, less de- 
preciation on buildings, plunt, and ‘machinery, according to 
a scale to be settled by tne Commissioners. 

Mr. JOHNSON said this was primarily intended, to apply 
to the companies and applied only to generation. 

Mr. Craig HENDERSON, K.C., said the companies were com- 
pulsorily purchaseable, but it would be open for any local 
authority to agree with the Joint Authority for the sale of 
its generating plant on sunilar terms. It was not intended 
to apply the agreement compulsorily to the local authorities. 

Sir HARRY HAWARD said the point was whether these terms 
were considered fair and proper for local authority under- 
takings. 

Mr. JOHNSON said the I. C. C. had not considered the heads 
of agreement put forward às applying to local authorities. 
The basis of the heads of agreement was to give the com- 
panies, who were compulsori]y purchaseable, an extended 
tenure of life as distributors. 

Sir Harry HAWARD said the matter had been given so much 
consideration that he should have thought the L. C. C. would 
have made up its mind how it would deal with the local 
authoritics. lf the terms offered to the companies were to 
be offered to the local authorities, they seemed extremely 
favourable. 

Mr. JOHNSON said he should think some arrangement would 
be come to with the local authorities to take over their 
capital debt, and not to pay a capital sum for the under- 
takings. 

Sir Harry Hawanp said that if the Joint Authority paid in 
stock or cash, for the local authorities’ undertakings, the 
capital would have to be raised at 64 per cent., and this 
would place the local authorities in a very favourable position, 
and, indeed, give the local authorities a profit on the transfer. 
and would constitute a burden on the Joint Electric ity Autho- 
rity's undertaking. 

Mr. JOANSON agreed that that should not be done. 

Sir Harry Hawanp then passed to the companies Which 
were to be paid in capital or stock. The companies had raised 
a large amount of capital at a good deal less than 64 per cent., 
and they ‘would derive considerable benefit. 

WITNEsS agreed, and Sir HARRY Hawanp then took witness 
through the financial clauses of the scheme, and pointed out 
that the Treasury would not allow borrowing by Bills, and 
it was not proposed to give that power in the Elec tricity 
Supply Bill. Criticism was also made of the proposal that 
the Joint Electricity Authority should have power to borrow 
up to £1.000,000 without consent. Sir Harry next dealt with 
the point that inany authorities would not get any benefit from 
n scheme. and invited witness to go into some detail on 
this. 

Mr. JonNsoN said these authorities on the fringe would 
vet no immediate benefit from the scheme, but by being 
members of the Joint Authority they were in a sense msuring 
themselves for the future. The duty of the Authority would 
be to look ahead and provide for the needs of the whole area. 
and by this supervision the whole of the undertakings would 
ultimately benent, when the scheme was fully developed. , 

During the course of these questions. Sir Herbert NIELD, 
K.C.. remarked that he did not think the Electricity Supply 
Bill (No. 2) would be saved. This, of course, had a bearing 
on the possibility of the 1..C.C. and the local authorities 
giving financial assistance to the Joint Authority. 

Mr. Pack suggested that the better plan seemed to him 
to be for the Joint Electricity Authority to rent the stations 
from the. existing authorities with the right to install new 
plant and also with the option of purchasing the station at a 
later date rather than for the existing authority to continue 
to run the station and rent new plant froin the Joint Autho- 
rity, as proposed in the scheme. 

Mr. Frank Hust, head of the Estates and Valuation De- 
partment of the I. C. C., said that. the rateable value of all 
existing London electricity supply stations, including dis- 
tributinu systems. was £344.000, and the total capacity was 
358.000 KV, which worked ont at 30s. 5d. per kW. The aver- 
age assessment of all generating stations in the county was 
Isa 3d. per KW. By 1925, he estimated the rateable value 
would be 43560,0001. The position would be different when 
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the . undertakings were separated, and the hole of the 
generation placed in one hand and the distribution in another. 
Generally speaking, there should be no difference in the total 
contribution, but if the Joint Authority were regarded as 
guasi- distributor, it might be that the rateable value of the 
stations would be increased. 

Sir JoHN SNELL put several questions on this point, and 
seemed somewhat surprised at the possibility. ‘The Com- 
missioners, he said, did not want to bring ubout a separation 
of the ownership. of the undertakings which would bring in 
a larger contribution to the rates and place a heavier burden 
upon the users of electricity. 

Mr. HUNT said the areg was within the jurisdiction of four 
or five different Quarter Sessions, and they did not always 
agree as to the basis. At the same time, it was a serious 
risk of increased rates which all undertakings had to face. 
and it might be hastened by a transfer. It often happened 
that the rateable value of an undertaking in parts was higher 
than the rateable value of the undertaking as one whole. 

Cross-examination rather indicated that the suggestion of 
the witness was an indication of the possibility, and that 
there was nothing to prevent rating authorities attempting 
to put up the rateable value without the Joint Electricity 
Authority coming into being and taking over the power 
stations. 

This closed the case for the L.C.C. scheme. 


(To be continued.) 


. THE ELECTRICAL. CABLE. INDUSTRY. 


A REPORT prepared by.a sub-committee appointed by the 
Standing Comimttee on Trusts was published last week, 
us noted in our columns (Cmd. 1,332, price 1d.). The terms 
of reference were: 'lo inquire into the existence of any 
combination of makers of and/or dealers in electrical cables 
and the materials used in the manufacture thereof. and into 
the etfect which their existence, if found, has upon supplies 
and prices. 

The report states that the electioni cable industry in this 
country has been a prosperous one for many years, and, unlike 
many other trades, has not suffered anv serious effects from 
competition from abroad. This may be accounted for by the 
facts that the trade is highly organised and that British manu- 
facturers enjoy a world-wide reputation for the quality of their 
products, to which many witnesses have borne testimony. 
Good quality in this industry both in workmanship and in 
the use of the best materials is essential if interruptions in 
electricity supply are to be avoided, and it is on this basis of 
quality that British manufacturera have been able to secure 
a steady demand for their productions notwithstanding the 
considerable competition that exists. 

The percentage increase in the price of cables over pre- -War 
prices may be fairly stated as being upproximately only 50 per 
cent. in the case of certain cables for indoor use, and approxi- 
mately 100 per cent. in the case of heavy underground cables. 
These percentage increases in prices are moderate when com- 
pared with those of many other commodities. - 

The sub-committee has found no actual combination of firms 
controlled by one central organisation from the point of view 
of capital and output. but there are in existence in the trade 

several associations of which the following are the most im- 
portant : The Cable Makers’ Association, the Telephone Cable 
Makers' Association, aud ie High Conductivity Copper Asse- 
ciation. i 

The principal of ieee: IR the Cable Makers’ Association, 
which commenced its operations in 1899. The initial object 
of the association was to nullify the danger of deterioration 
in the qualitv of rubber insulated cables brought about by the 
severe competition then existing amongst manufacturers. 
With this end in view the dimensions of conductors and thick- 
nesses of dielectric and lead coverings were standardised, and 
were generally accepted throughout the industry. In addition 
to the standardisation of dimensions. tests of performance of 
the cables, conditions of contract. and forms of tender have 
also been formulated in co-operation with certain other bodies 
interested in the industry. The poliev of the association gene- 
rally has been to secure standardisation, and with this object 
it has for some vears co-operated with the British Enyineerinz 
Standards Association. Most of the largest manufacturers of 

cable in this country are members of the association, and the 
combined capital of the members represents approximately 
80 per cent. of the total involved in the industry, whereas the 
output of the Association has been represented as being ap- 
proximately 90 per cent. of the total production of the country. 
Considerable sums of money have been, and are being. ex- 
pended on research work by the Association and its members. 
although the result of the research carried on individually is 
not always communicated to the remaining members. 

A further obiect of the Association hos been to regulate the 
wages and working conditions in the industry, and a Joint In- 
dustrial Council has recently been formed and agreements 
come to between the Council and the Trade Unions concerned 
whereby the grading and wages for the various occupations in 
the industry have been standardised. 

The Cable Makers’ Association is registered as a trade union. 
and under the Trade Union Act, 1913, is not permitted to 
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exercise any price regulating functions. Standard prices of 
cables of specified qualities and grades are, however, agreed 
upon by the members, and standard price lists are issued 
from time to time. Maximum discounts are also fixed by 
agreeinent, and no member 1s allowed to sell below tie agreed 
prices or give higher rates of discount than those tixed. 
Various discounts oll the list and catalogue prices are allowed 
according to the channel of trade, and amongst other induce- 
ments offered to buyers may be mentioned an exclusive buyer’s 
bonus of 5 per cent. given to certain purchasers who agree 
to purchase specified cables exclusively from the members of 
the Association. Contract rebates varying from li to 10 per 
cent. are also yiven to certain purchasers in consideration of 
their agreeing to purchase froin members of the Association 
specified net values over a given period. "There is in existence 
an important agreement between the Cable Makers’ Associa- 
tion and the Electrical Contractors’ Association, whereby the 
latter association receives further special benefits subject to 
exclusive buying and other conditions. 

The electrical eables industry is not entirely under the 
control of the Cable Makers' Association, and there are old- 
established firms of repute outside the association which are 
in competition. The prices quoted by non-associated firms 
for types of cable similar to those produced by associated 
firms may be fairly stated as being generally about 10 per 
cent. lower than those of the associated firms. 

Non-associated firms represent the quality of their produc- 
tions to be equal to that of associated manufacturers, and 
various opinions have been expressed by buyers as to their 
respective merits. 

It is abundantly clear to the sub-committee that manufac- 
turers operating outside the association are well able to com- 
pete with the associated firms from the point of view of quality, 
and this is an important point. The outstanding fact remains, 
however, that the largest users, as a rule, are entirely satisfied 
with the service rendered by associated firms and are willing 
to pay a higher price for their products which they regard, 
rightly or wrongly, as in the nature of an insurance against 
interruption of electricity supply from failure in service and 
as a guarantee of durability. 

The prosperity of the electrical cable industry has already 
been referred to, and there is no doubt that this prosperity 
was largely created by the Cable Makers’ Association which, 
by its organisation and research, initiated and has since main- 
tained a high standard of quality, thus securing the confidence 
of buyers both in this country and abroad. 

The sub-committee has no evidence to show that the associa- 
tion has acted or is acting unreasonably, and it is noteworthy 
that during the course of the inquiries there has been a 
marked absence of hostility towards the association both on 
the part of users and on the part of non-associated firms. 
Even if there should be any risk of unreasonable action in the 
future, the public would be sufficiently safeguarded if the 
recommendations contained in the report of the Committee 
on Trusts, dated April 24th, 1919, were adopted. 

The Telephone Cable Makers’ Association is an unofficial 
(informally constituted) organisation, and distinct from the 
Cable Makers’ Association, although all its members are also 
meinbers of that association. Prior to 1904, and during the 
tine when the greater part of the telephone service in this 
country was owned and operated by the National Telephone 
Company, competition amongst the few manufacturers en- 
gaged in the industry was so keen as to make production 
unremunerative. With a view to obviating this, aud also to 
meeting competition from abroad, three of the principal 
manufacturers came together and were joined by a fourth 
in 1907. From this time the association may be deemed to 
have been in existence, although until recently it has been 
more in the nature of an understanding between the members 
than a formal association. The output of the association is 
approximately 95 per cent. of the total in this country. and 
there is only one firm outside the association able to compete 
to any appreciable extent. 

The Post Othce purchases the bulk of the output of the 
members of the association, snd it may, therefore, be said that 
the operations of the association are principally confined to 
dealings with this department. 

Since the formation of the association, its principal functions 
have been to arrange selling prices and to allocate to its mem- 
bers orders of an agreed percentage of the total. With regard 
to this latter function a system was adopted whereby a mem- 
ber, to whom an order had been allotted, was protected by 
somewhat higher tenders on the part of the remaining mem- 
bers. While this system is still in operation, tlfe sub-com- 
mittee 1s informed that, so far as the Post Office is concerned, 
members now submit uniform prices and that department 
is at liberty to allot the work where it can be executed with 
the maximum advantage. 

It appears that the Post Oftice has not always been satisfied 
as to the reasonableness of the prices submitted by members, 
and such dissatisfaction was expressed in 1920 consequent upon 
certain increases which were not considered justifiable. The 
Post Office discussed the subject with a representative of the 
association who agreed, with a view to the Department 
ascertaining whether or not the prices were reasonable 
to allow an independent accountant to examine the 
books of one of the members upon the basis of whose 
costs, if is understood. prices have always n sub- 
mitted. A certificate was later submitted to the Post Office 


to the eílect that the margin of profit shown in the pricee 
was reasonable. As the result of these negotiations an agree- 
ment was arrived at (und is now operating) whereby the price 
governing cable contracts between the Post Oflice and the 
Telephone Cable Makers’ Association wap to be based upon 
the ascertained. cost of manufacture at an efficient factory plus 
a certain percentage for manufacturers’ profit. The sub-com- 
mittee has been informed by a representative of the associa- 
tion that the margin of protit agreed upon between the Post 
Ottice and the association. has never been exceeded since the 
formation of the association in 1907. The sub-committee has 
no reason to doubt this statement, nor any evidence to point 
to any unreasonableness on the part of the association. 

The High Conductivity Copper Association is an organisation 
of manufacturers engaged in the drawing of copper wire for 
supply to the electrical cable industry. ‘The basic material 
used in manufacture is wire bars, and the price at which 
drawn wire is to be sold is settled by the association which 
decides from time to time what amount is to be added to 
the price of basic production in order to arrive at the price 
of wire. The object of the formation of the association, in 
1903, was to stabilise prices on the basis of a reasonable profit 
such as would not be likely to stimulate competition from 
abroad. ‘The association represents that this policy has been 
consistently carried out, and that since the war such additions 
have been made to the margin as would cover only increased 
costs of production. 

The report.is signed by Messrs. J. E. Baker, O.B.E., P. J. 
Agnew, G. W. Bailey, Sir A. F. King, Mesars. C. H. Word- 
ingham, C.B.E., and J. F. Mason. 


HASTINGS CORPORATION AND THE Tramways Co. 


Mr. WILLIAM W. SzLUMPER, M. Inst. OC. E. (of Westminster). 
as arbitrator, sat at the Surveyors' Institution, Westminster. 
on June lsth, to hear a point of controversy in the matter 
of the relighting on the line of tramways on the Front, which 
the Tramway Co. has to undertake under its Act of last year. 
The Act authorised the company to erect overhead wires for 
working the tramways on the Front in lieu of the then 
existing petrol-electric system. A question has arisen whether 
it is the duty of the Corporation or the company to supply, 
a new or supplemental cable in connection with the relighting. 
‘The Corporation contends that it is the duty of the company; 
on the other hand, the company says it is not its duty to 
do so. 

Mr. Macmorran, K.C., and Mr. Lawrence Tooth (instructed 
by Mr. Percy Idle, town clerk of Hastings) appeared for the 
Corporation, while Mr. Roskill, K.C., and Mr. H. G. Robert- 
son (instructed by Messrs. Ashurst, Morris, Crisp & Co., 
solicitors, of Lombard Street, E.C.) represented the Tram- 
way Co. 

ii^ opening the case, Mr. MacMonnaN said that the Cor- 
poration, in giving up its objection to overhead wires, made 
an agreement with the Tramway Co. under which the latter 
was to substitute a new system for the old system of arc 
lighting. The company was to provide lamps to be placed 
on its posts and, at its own expense, as the Corporation might 
require, provide everything for the purpose. 

Mr. RoskiLL submitted that the question to be decided 
concerned two points of law. ‘The question was not whether 
the existing cable was sufficient or insufficient, but having 
regard to the words of the Act of Parliament, whether the 
liability which it was sought to put upon the company was 
a liability imposed by the Act. ‘That was a question of law, 
and he submitted, therefore, that no evidence was admissible 
on whether the lighting cable of the Corporation was suflicient 
or insufficient for this or any other system. Apart from that, 
there was a question of law whether this came within Sec- 
tion 33 of the Tramways Act, 1870, and was subject to arbitra- 
tion. 

Mr. MacMorrRAN contended that in so far as any new cable 
Was necessary it was the duty of the company to supply it; 
whether it was necessary must depend upon whether the 
existing system was sufficient or not. 

Mr. RoskILI, said the short point was whether the word 
cable in the section included part of the Corporation’s 
main cable. 

The ARBITRATOR: The position is this, I suppose. Is the 
company to pay the cost of a cable such as is required 
by the Corporation? I gather that the lighting which origin- 
ally existed has now been altered to a different system. 

Mr. RosKILL: Not at our request. We could adapt. That 
is not our doing. 

The ARBITRATOR: Exactly, a different system. It comes to 
this, surely: The Act of Parliament does not put on the 
company, 80 fur as T can see, an obligation to adopt a different 
system to that which was in force prior to the passing of 
the Act. I should like to know at whose instance it was that 
an alternative, altered. system was agreed to, and surely that 
will have a material bearing upon Mr. Macmorran’s point. 
Mr. Macmorran: I am afraid, sir. vou have got to in- 
terpret the section as it stands, and therefore you cannot 
go into details of what negotiations took place for the pur- 
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pose of arriving at this agreement. Section 6 really repre- 
sents the agreement come to between the parties on the 
Corporation'a opposition, and that agreement has been made 
a sub-section which is entitled provision for the protection 
of the mayor, aldermen, and burgesses of the county borough 
of Hastings." They were to have some protection against 
proposals which had been made by the company. The com- 
any wanted to remove the restrictions which hitherto had 

n placed upon it, and in consideration of the Corporation 
consenting to its proposals these provisions under Section 6 
were inserted for the protection of the Corporation. What 
we 8ay is this: The protection of the Corporation involved the 
abolition of its existing system of lighting, and substituted 
something else. That was intended to be done at the expense 
of the company. Sub-section 3 says: ‘‘ The company shall 
at their own expense provide all necessary cable. wires, ap- 
pliances, and apparatus in connection therewith.” 

Mr. RoskiLL submitted that if it was to be left to an 
arbitrator to decide what was necessary this would have 
appeared in the section. The clauses were the Corporation's 
own clauses. 

The ARBITRATOR did not see how they were going to eliminate 
the word necessary as a point of fact. 

Mr. C. H. WonnpiNGHAM, C. B. E., was then called on behalf 
of the Corporation. He said he had inspected the sea Front, 
and considered the clauses of the Act of 1903 and 1905. The 
present system of lighting consisted of an arc lamp on its 
own special pole. The current was transmitted along the 
sea front at a pressure of 600 volts, and was transformed down 
at each post to a pressure suitable for the arc lamp, approxi- 
mating 50 volts. By switching off and on at a single point 
there was & double saving of Jabour. He had read the Act 
of 1990, and knew it was proposed to make what he might 
call a new system of lighting on the front; it was a sub- 
stitution of another complete and different system for the 
existing system of street lighting. In order that the new 
system might be equivalent to the old one they must provide 
for a greater consumption. There must either be a new 
cable or the existing one must be supplemented. ‘The most 
economical way would be to supplement the existing cable 
along a portion of the Front. | 

In cross-examination by Mr. RosRILL. Mr. Wordingham 
thought the agreement prevented the old arc lamps being 
put on new standards. 

Mr. RoskKiLL: You say the Corporation. through this 
agreement, seeks for a better system of lighting than it had 
before? 

Mr. WonDiNGHAM: No. I am not prepared to say it is a 
better system. It is a better distributing system, and there 
are more lamps. 

In further cross-examination, Mr. Wordingham did not 
think the cost entered into the question of the company hav- 
ing to carry out its undertaking. 

Mr. RoskiLL: There is no difficulty in transferring an arc 
lamp from one standard to another. 

Mr. WorDINGHAM: You can't transfer it directly to the 
standard. You must have a bracket to stand it on. 

Mr. MacMonnaN said this suggestion of his learned friend 
could not be serious because the Act provided for the sub- 
stitution of another system of lighting. 

This was the case for the Corporation. 

Mr. RosxILu, in addressing the Arbitrator for the Tramway 
Co., said the only liabilitv of the company was to make the 
. necessary connections with the new standards. First. the 
companv had to place on the posts and standards erected by 
it as the Corporation might require, electric lamps in sub- 
etitution for the existing electric standards and lamns. Next. 
the company, at its expense, had to provide, fix, and properly 
connect all necessary cable. wires, appliances, and apparatus 
in connection therewith. That provision clearly dealt with 
fitting and not constrictive work. The next clause was: 
“The Corporation shall be entitled to the use of such posts 
and standards for the said lamps. cables, wires. appliances. 
and spparatus free of cost." The word ''cables," he sub- 
mitted, in this connection had no reference to the main 
cable. How could it include the main cable which already 
belonged to the Corporation? Tt must be something to the 
use of which it would be entitled free of cost. 'There was 
not a single word in any of the clauses that could be in- 
terpreted to mean the provision of a new cable. Further. 
the comnany war to remove all these things if required to 
do mo. How could that possibly refer to a main cable? 

The ARRTTRATOR: Yon sav the cable in this clause 
means that nortion of the attachment between the cable of 
the Corporation and your lamp standard. 

Mr. Ros kV: Entirelv. That is the whole point. 

Mr. WonprNanHaM did not think the attachment from an 
engineering noint of view could be called a cable. for the 
reason that the current to he carried would be verv small. 

Mr. Ros xt, (to the Arbitrator): Ae this pentleman nees 
the word '' cable," will vou ask him if he wonld sav whether 
it does or does not include something attached to or con- 
nected with the standards or ports? 

Mr. WonnrNGnBAM : The cable can be attached to a standard 
or nost, bnt it cannot be connected to it. It must be con- 
nected to the lamp. 

The Arrtrrator : What von call a cable is some portion of 
that which lies between the Corporation cable and the lamp? 

Mr. Rosxi: Yes. ut | 


Mr. RosKILL then argued at length in support of his con- 
tention that this was not & question for arbitration under 
Section 33 of the Tramways Act, 1870, as the matter in ques- 
tion did not come within its purview. 

Mr. RoBERTSON also addressed the Arbitrator on behalf of 
tbe Tramway Co. 

Mr. MACMORRAN having replied, the ARBITRATOR reserved his 
award, saying he would state it in the form of & special case 
for the consideration of the High Court, and adding: Mr. 
Roskill desires me to put into it his objection to my jurisdic- 
tion and his objection to the evidence. Therefore, if my 
award happens to be in Mr. Roskill’s favour, he will have 
to argue against it.” 


INFRINGEMENT OF RESTRICTION ORDERS. 


AT the Halifax Borough Court on June 13th, three cases were 
heard in which it was alleged that the restrictions placed 
upon the use of electricity had been ignored. In the first 
case the defendants Were Messrs. Ollerenshaw, Ltd., spinners. 
It was stated that this firm's weekly consumption since the 
Order was made had exceeded by 43 per cent. the average 
weekly consumption prior to April. The defendants said 
that they thought they were keeping well within their limits 
as their machinery had only been running for half the usual 
periods. They disputed the Corporation inspector's figures 
for their consumption prior to the Order, and said the error 
was probably due to the meters. The case was dismissed on 
pavment of 19s. 6d. costs. 

Messrs. Samuel Barrett & Son, slaters and plasterers, who 
were alleged to have used 154 per cent. of their normal con- 
sumption, but who stated that their working hours had been 
reduced by half, were similarly dealt with. 

Frank Earnshaw, joiner, was etated to have used 151 per 
cent. of his normal consumption. He explained, however, 
that this was due to the fact that he had replaced a 5-h.p. 
motor by another three times this capacity, but had been 
given no opportunity to explain the circumstances. The 
Bench dismissed the case without costs. 


TRAMCAR DRIVER FINED. 


At Bradford, on June 15th, William Henry Wilkinson, a 
Corporation tramcar driver, was fined 10s. for driving a car 
to the danger of a policeman on point duty in Wakefield Road. 
After giving a signal for the car to stop, the constable turned 
round to attend to other traffic, and he was knocked down 
by the tramcar. The defendant said he could not pull up 
in time. The defence was that there had been an error of 
judgment, but not wilful negligence. The defendant bad a 
good record in the tramway service. 


BasTIAN ELECTRIC Co., Lrp. 


Tue petition of W. F. N. May and Another for an order for 
the compulsory liquidation of this company was mentioned to 
Mr. Justice P. O. Lawrence in the Companies' Winding-up 
Court on Tuesday. 

Mr. DicHToN POLLOCK said there was a definite proposal to 
settle the matter, and he understood that that involved the 
payment of a certain sum. and the only question was as to 
the date to which the petition should be adjourned to allow of 
the payment being made. 

Mr. Scu wasE, K.C., for the company, said he was instructed 
to say that the matter would be carried through if the petition 
was allowed to stand over for a fortnight. 

His Lordship adjourned the petition accordingly. ` 


ELECTRICAL BELT CASE.—IMPORTANT IRISH DECISION. 


IN the High Court of Appeal in Ireland, Dublin. before the 
Lord Chancellor, Lord Justice Ronan and Lord Justice O'Con- 
nor, an appeal was heard from an order of Mr. Justice Gordon 
refusing liberty to issue and serve a writ out of the jurisdic- 
tion on Ajax. Ltd., London, the intention being to try 1n 
Dublin an action against the company by Edward McPhillips, 
jeweller, Bundoran, Co. Donegal. who had been supplied with 
an electrical belt at a cost of £91, and who now alleged that 
the article was worthless. 

Counsel for plaintiff informed their lordships that the belt 
was intended, he believed, as a cure for kidney „disorder. 
The plaintiff proposed to examine a number of witnesses— 
electrical engineers and others. Mr. Justice Gordon had re- 
fused libertv on the ground that the eum involved was too 
trivial to justify the bringing of people from England: but 
this Apneal Court had granted liberty in a claim for £10 10s. 

The Lord Chancellor said they were bound to have regard 
to the convenience of the defendants and the expense that 
they would have to incur in coming to Dublin. They were 
receiving constant complaints from English and Scottish mer- 
cantile associations that their members had to come to Ireland 
in small cases at enormous expense. This was a caee that 
could well be tried in the County Oourt of Middlesex, and they 
must dismiss the appesk 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters received by us after 5 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the following week. Correspondents should forward their communi- 
cations at the earliest possible moment. No letter can be published 
unless we have the writer's name and address in our possession, 


Living Expenses Abroad. 


Very many engineers, especially those who are in the early 
days of their career, and who have come to the conclusion 
that the only way to advancement is by taking up a post 
abroad, must be grateful to you for your articles on Livin 
Expenses Abroad,” and hope that from time to time they will 
be added to. 

There is, however, one point, and rather an important one 
too, that has been overlooked, and which the writer thinks 
should always be stated, and that is the social position of the 
correspondent. 

It must be obvious that a salary which would give comfort 
and luxury to one type of man would not be enough to make 
ends meet in the case of another. Take India as an example. 
A young engineer going out whose position at home 1s one 
of more or less humble circumstances, would not expect, and 
probably could not live, in a manner similar to one whose 
social position was higher, and consequently if he is good 
enough to send home data of his living expenses, which are 
very welcome here, they would not afford much of a guide 
to & man of the type described to-day rather aptly as the 
"new poor," who would reasonably expect to live in some- 
what different circumstances; or even for the matter of that 
to a man of any other class. 

To send such a man out on a salary based on the lower 
scale would be unfair to the man himself, and would react 
on the employer who sent him, as the result could only be 
that he would very soon become dissatisfied, would necessarily 
lose caste in the eyes of the natives with whom he came in 
contact, he would no longer be looked up to as a Pukka 
Sahib," and would become yel another link in the chain of 
lost prestige which is, alas! so prevalent in our Indian Empire 
of to-day. ; 

A short statement by the correspondent as to his social 
position (the type of club he belonged to. for example, would 
enable readers to locate him) would add 100 per cent. to the 
d of the information, and would be very greatly appre- 
clated. 


Ubique. 
June 14th, 1921. i 


The Cost of Living in Spain. 


I am anticipating being sent to a village 1n the neighbour- 
hood of Madrid shortly, to superintend the installation of 
electrical plant. Could you give me information which might 
be of assistance to me, such as cost of living, general con- 
ditions, &c. 


June 17th, 1921. 
[We have no data bearing directly upon this matter; per- 


haps our readers will kindly assist our correspondent? —Ebps. 
Exec. Rev.] 


Rover. 


Electric Light Wiring Systems. 


Referring to the paper read before the National Association 
of Supervising Electricians, I would like to give your readers 
my experience of screwed conduit and lead-covered cable. 

In one portion of a church building cables were run under- 
ground in screwed conduit which was surrounded with cement. 
This system gave trouble from the very start, as, owing to 
condensation, the cables were lying in water, and in a week 
or two burnt out. After this, cementing the ends of the 
tube up was tried, bringing the cables through airtight 
bushes. but this was worse still. 

Finally the whole of the cable was taken out and lead- 
covered cable was put in its place. This was done about 
17 years ago, and we have not had any trouble since then. 

Also, I should like to say that my experience is that wood 
casing is far cheaper than screwed conduit for ordinary work, 
and often cheaper than the grip system. 

J. M. Ward. : 


eds. 
June 14th, 1921. 


The paper read before the meeting of the National Asso- 
ciation of Supervising Electricians is not of a nature to inspire 
the general electrical world to confidence in them. 

In the first place. it is equivalent to biting one's nose to 
spite one’s face. The supervising electricians depend to a 
large extent upon the manufacturers of various wiring systems 
for their daily bread; it is, therefore, to their interests to 
support the manufacturers, rather than to criticise them, or 
their products. Particularlv noticeable is the criticism shown 
towards the well-known C.T.S. cable. Some people prefer 
C.T.S. wire. while othera do not, at the same time it will 
not benefit the Association of Supervising Electricians to con- 
demn O. T. S. cable in a larger degree than any other system. 


I would suggest to Mr. Alldread that the reason for the 
C.T.S. wire cracking at bends and corners is not due to the 
cable itself, but to its having been installed with unduly 
sharp bends. Also my experience is that C.T.S. wire is very 
flexible and is not liable to crack, at bends, when properly 
installed. Again, I would call his attention to the statement 
that on horizontal runs sagging is unavoldable; the system is 
a neat Job when properly installed. 

Why does Mr. Alldread condemn C.T.S. cable when he 
admits he has no experience of it? I ask him to answer the 
last question. 

The wiring system to suit all minds and tastes has yet 
to be born, so the matter is one for the particular person 
concerned to suit himself; the person who pays the piper 
generally calls the tune. At the same time, condemning 
C.T.S. cable more than another system is stupid, and engineers 
of some standing, and who are broad-minded. can well afford 
to ignore such discussions, that are all one-sided. 

If Mr. T. Hough, another contributor, will kindly read 
his own article he will notice that he contradicts himself. 
He states that screwed tube, lead-covered, paper-insulated, 
lead-covered V.I.R. wood casing, and cab tire, are failures 
when in damp situations. He then states that in damp 
situations the only two systems that will stand up to it are 
cab tire and vulcahised rubber and stranded wire. I cannot 
say I favour his system of front recessed wood blocks for 
jointing purposes; warm situations, or exposure to the sun. 
would soon persuade the bottle wax to leave the job. 

In conclusion, I would advise the Association of Supervising 
Electricians to adhere to the old proverb: ''Judge not, that 
ye be not judged." Or, in any case, to judge fairly. 


Two Phase. 
June 90th, 1991. 


Converting 50-cycle, 1,500-volt, Alternating to Direct 
Current. 


With reference to K.W.'s" letter under the above head- 
ing in your issue of the 10th inst., it is noticeable that he 
makes no mention of the large mercury arc rectifier, which 
is acknowledged to be the most suitable converter for euch con- 
ditions at 1,500 volts d.c. Not only is it capable of dealing 
with these high pressures, but frequency has no bearing 
whatever on its operation. On the contrary, with a periodicity 
of 50 cycles, the efficiency would improve as compared with 
that obtained at 25 cycles and 1,500 volts d.c., which latter 
efficiency, as it is, is unapproached by any other form of 
converter. 

M. A. R. 


June ldth, 1921. 


The Grading of Mains Engineers. 


I was very pleased to note that someone had at last '' taken 
up the cudgels " on behalf of the meter engineer. Meter 
Engineer? has summed up the situation quite correctly 
when he says that meter work has been for years looked upon 
as an insignificant occupation; and this in spite of the fact 
that it is upon the insignificant meter that an electricity 
undertaking's revenue depends. 

It almost seems as if the meter engineer has, for far too 
long. hidden his light under & bushel. He certainly doesn't 
write letters to the technical Press belittling the work and 
efforts of his fellow workers in the electrical industry. Are 
we not all necessary for the successful working of an under- 
taking? " 

Unlike our American cousins, the average English electricity 
undertaking does not understand, or appears not to under- 
stand, how to run a meter department successfully. Incident- 
ally, the best publication on meter engineering, in all its 
branches and ramifications, is, I am rather sorry to have to 
confess, American! 

As you stated in your leading article of May 2nd, 1919, 
every unit not properly metered is a dead loss, in money. 
to the undertaking." I wonder how many units, and in- 


' cidentally, how much money, is lost, in this manner, in the 


course of a year's working, in the average English electricity 
undertaking. : 

No meter should be out on circuit without a thorough over- 
haul and recalibration longer than three years, and this period 
should vary inversely as the size of the consumer. That 1s, 
& large consumer should have his meter, or meters, checked 
much oftener than a small consumer. 

I am afraid that I have let my pen run away with my 
enthusiasm in the above matter. but I really do think that 
it is about time that the meterman was recognised as equal 
to the charge or mains engineer. 

Meter work entails just as much technical knowledge as 
does the position of charge or mains engineer; especially if 
the man in charge of the meters has the interests of the 
undertaking at heart. 

It is in the hope that I mav further the interests of the 
meter engineer that I am writing this letter, and signing 
myself, 


June 19th, 1921. 


Re the E.P.E.A. schedule, I should like to point out to 
your correspondent ‘Grade 8," and any of those whom hig 


Another Meter Engineer. 
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arguments may mislead, that his ''constructive " criticism 
would be more than likely to prove very destructive in ite 
practical application. To try to pack all the executive com- 
mittees with shift men merely because they were shift men 
is a suggestion so fundamentally wrong in principle as to be 
utterly unworthy the second thought of any man calling 
himself an engineer. The obvious is very seldom the best 
way of doing anything. The E.P.E.A. is not merely a rob- 
the-ratepayers association (though that laudable object should 
never be entirely lost sight of, ratepayers as a class being 
mostly narrow-minded objectionable persons obsessed with a 
narrowing lust of gold "), our Association is an exceedingly 
complex and delicate machine, the pioneer of its kind, with 
very far-reaching possibilities in its future; it is not to be 
lightly delivered into the hands of unskilful or hot-headed 
operators. The first question for every voter to ask himself 
is: Who is the best man for the association? ’’ and then, 
having got the best men at the head of things, keep them 
up to their job by continually demanding explanations of 
wrong actions or inactions. "That's your part of the contract, 
your job isn't finished when you have recorded your vote; 
1f you think it is you will deserve what you will get, which 
is nothing.“ As to methods, attend all the meetings pos- 
sible, but also by all means take full advantage of the genero- 
sity of the Correspondence " column of the good old ELEC- 
TRICAL REVIEW, the '' forum ”’ of station men for 20 years past. 
There is nothing like publicity to ''ginger up” public 
officials. In such a scattered association as ours any real 
'" general " meeting is impossible, the technical Press is the 
only place for that full and free discussion of those vital 
problems whose correct solution is essential in order that 
the truth shall make you free —a maxim that should 
make a particular appeal to engineers who. above all men, 
spend their lives seeking the ultimate truth. I should like 
to add also in favour of discussion in the Review that many 
Junior members, rightly or wrongly, fear victimisation if they 
express their views too freely. I have had several cases 
brought to my notice, in every case, I am satisfied, purely 
imaginary, but nevertheless effective. 

In my opinion the E.P.E.A. has been most skilfully navi- 
gated through some very dangerous storms, but Grade 8” 
remains degrading and insulting, and a menace to the status 
of the whole profession. 

C. S. W. 


June 90th, 1921. 


— — 


The Lubrication of Ball Bearings. 


I was much interested in reading Mr. J. C. Todman's letter 
in your issue of the 17th inst. It is high time the question 
raised by your correspondent was fully ventilated, and I hope 
settled finally. As an expression of personal experience, I 
consider ball bearings as applied to electric motors, as being 
little better than an abomination, as compared with a sleeve 
bearing bush and ring lubrication. A well-made ball bearing 
equipinent, well packed with Stauffer grease, will render the 
best of service for a long while. provided the situation is 
suitable. Petroleum jelly, even with graphite admixed, does 
not meet with my personal approval, though quite good 
results are obtainable with this when applied to toy motors." 
Light machiue oll should be barred entirely, as in a very large 
number of cases freak pulleys’ form part of the motor 
equipment, and consequent belt tensions frequently militate 
against satisfactory results. Personally I plump for grease 
cups and Stauffer grease. to the exclusion of all else, particu- 
larly in view of the faulty material and workmanship found 
generally nowadays, particularly with small single-phase 


motors. 
Walter E. Rogers, A.M.I.E.E. 
Shepherds Bush, W. 12. 
June 19th, 1921. 


Situations Vacant. 


I should be obliged if you would give me space in your 
“ Correspondence " column to bring to the notice of station 
engineers an advertiseinent which appeared under the heading 
of '" Situations Vacant“ in your last issue. It reads:— 

Mains Superintendent, installation and maintenance, h.t. 
and l.t. networks, supervision mains and meter staff, maps, 
necessary statistics; also good knowledge turbines, recipro- 
cating sets, water-tube boilers, Weir pumps, &c.”’ 

The advertiser then proceeds to conceal his identity under 
No. 2398! i 

If he wants a Chief Assistant Engineer," why not ad- 
vertise for one? The advertisement as worded gives the 
impression that he wants a Grade 1 chief assistant at a Grade 
9 rate. 

Would a knowledge of book-keeping and shorthand be an 
additional advantage, as the successful applicant could then 
do the office work in his spare time? 

Justitia Flat. 


June 90th, 1921. 
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BUSJNESS NOTES. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.—PHILIP DowNrE, 355A, West- 
borough Road, and 88, Ronald Park Avenue, Southend-on-Sea, 
Essex, electrical engineer and factor.—The receiving order in this 
matter was made on May 18th on creditor's petition. The state- 
ment of affairs shows liabilities to unsecured creditors £491, 
against assets estimated to realise £367, from which £2 9s. has to 
be allowed for preferential claims, leaving net assets of £365, or a 
deficiency of £126. Debtor attributes his position to becoming 
liable for goods supplied to a limited company, and the failure of 
that company to pay the accounts. It appears that on April lst 
last debtor executed a deed of assignment to a trustee for the 
benefit of his creditors. He was brought up to the trade of an 
electrisal engineer, and commenced his present business in January, 
1920, at 3554, Westborough Road, with £50 savings. The only 
books of account kept oonsist of a sales ledger and a duplicate 
in voioe book, Debtor became aware of his position on March 14th 
last. 

FRANCIS EDWARD JAMES PADMORE, Marlborough Road, Nun- 
eston, Warwickshire, electrical contractor.—The following are 
oreditors in this case :— 

Metallic Engineering Co., Ltd. £133 Wilson, G., & Co... s . £15 
Parsons, Sherwin & Co., Ltd. .. 18 

LESLIE PHILIP HowsE, and GEORGE HARRY BERTRAM SNELL, 
electrical engineers (trading as Howse & Snell) 6 and 8, Duke 
Street, Margate. The following are creditors herein :— 

Braulik, G.,.. : - : 


> £18 Elec. Heating & Hardware Co. 220 

Bligh, 8. W., si si .. 356 Anderson Bros. .. e a" 10 
Belyn Electric Co... M .. 169 Bigg, E,, x ae 95 20 
Thanet Advertiser .. ae s 13 Brown, A., 25 zs és 42 
Gestetner, D., z es OR 41 Rapson's, Ltd. 6s - is 11 
Napier Kimber, Ltd. .. 189 Hunt, J. W., ren ks 5 51 
Holophane, Ltd. "T - 23 Snell, F. C.,. 9 e . 865 
Mann & Overton .. v . 140 Chapman, A., x gà a 70 
Bloan Electrical Co., Ltd. "T 57 Bligh, S. W. (for Rice & Sons) 10 
, Kent Coast Motor Co. .. zu 16 Suttie & Suckling .. sa a 10 
Fricker, V. D, T wis 13 Poxon & Co. T ick i 14 
Oldby, Ltd... M "T" ss ]1 Millsum, care of Maison Elise 24 
Rex Imports Co. .. es ba 24 Cole & Hardie ds ws oe 32 
Barratt, G. R, aa ES 12 Dredge, E.,.. oe v ee 2 
Davis, J. M. (for Commercial Powell, W, J., "a 5 .. 106 

Eleo Co., Chester) .. a 24 Jarladium Garage, care of 


Davis, J. M., as above. : 13 Noble & Co. . 47 


J. F. Lyons, electrical engineer, Consett.—Trustee (Mr. A. E. 
Oarr, 26, Collingwood Street, Newcastle-on- Tyne), appointed 
June 11th. 

SAML. BECKETT, JUN. electrician, Deane Road, Bolton.—At 
Bolton Bankruptcy Court, on June 16th, bankrupt was examined 
on a statement of affsirs showing liabilities of £281 and deficiency 
of £233. During his naval career debtor had experience in elec- 
trical work, After his discharge he was out of employment until 


. he had exhausted his out-of-work pay. Then he started on his own 


account. Until Ootober, 1920, he paid his way, but owing to trade 
depreasion the concern ceased to pay. He been handicapped 
by the Corporation electricity department's delay in fixing meters. 
The examination was closed. 


Company Liquidations.—Swarren, LTD.—A petition 
for the winding-up has been presented to the High Court by the 
E.S. Co., Ltd. (Proprietors of the Electrical Supplies Co ), of 233, 
Tottenham Court Road, and will be heard in London on June 28th. 

BACHELET FLYING TRAIN SYNDICATE, LTD. and BACHELET 
LEVITATED RAILWAY SYNDICATE, LTD.—Meetings of members are 
called for July 20th, at 11. Ironmonger Lane, E.C., to hear an 
account of the winding-up from the liquidator, Sir W. B. Peat. 


Dissolutions of Partnership. — Ramsow Manv- 
FAOTURING Co., electrical welders, 754, New Sumner Street, 
Birmingham.—Messrs, E. E. Hall & L. J. Austin have dissolved 
partnership. 

S. SHERMAN & SON, gas and eleotrio light fittings manufacturers, 
general factors, &o., 57, New Compton Street, W.—Messrs. E. E. 
Evans & E. Sherman have dissolved partership. Mr. Evans will 
attend to debts. 


Trade Announcements.—The agency for the United 
Kingdom and Colonies for the Atlas Co., Ltd., of Oopenhagen, 
makers of impulse steam turbines. steam engines, condensing 
plant, &c., has been taken over by MR. E. W. Doggy, of Norwich 
House, Southampton Strect, High Holborn, W.C. 1. 

Messrs. W. T. HENLEY’S TELEGRAPH Works Co., LTD., Blom- 
field Street, London Wall, E.C.2, inform us that they are now 
producirg in large quantities for sale, the " Henley " adhesive tape, 
which for years has been made practically exclusively for their 
Own use. 

THE CREDENDA CoNDpuiTS Co., LTD., are now handling 
Credenda cables and flexibles, and their new branch at Glasgow 
carries full stocks of Creda and Credenda lines. ' 

Messrs. R. M. RADIO, LTD., have removed from Whitefriars 
Street, E.C., to 5, Regent Square, Gray's Inn Road, W. C. 1. 

Mr, ARTHUR T. SMITH, A. M. I. E. E., of Albion House, Hanley, 
Stoke-on-Trent, has recently been appointed agent for the Midland 
Counties of England for Messrs. Bruce Peebles & Co., Ltd., for the 
sale of their electrical machinery. The counties covered by the 
agency are Stafford, Derby, Nottingham, Lincoln, Rutland, 
Leicester, Warwick, Worcester, and Salop. 

Meeting of Creditors,—VicEeRS Bros. (Frederick Vigers 
and C. H. Vigers), Balfour House, London, E.O.2.—Meeting of 
creditors held on Tuesday, June 21st, to receive a statement of 
affairs. 
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Catalogues and Lists,—Mxssns. W. T. HENLEY's TELE- 
GRAPH Works Co., LTD., Blomfield Street, London Wall, E.O. 2.— 
Leaflet 250, giving net trade prices of " Henley (504)" adhesive 


tape. 

Ninsss. Guy CHAN TRILL & Co., 6, Norfolk Street, Strand, W. C. 2. 
Stock list of motors for 50-cycle, three-phase a. o. 220-440 V. 
Fully priced. 

MESs RS. REAVELL & Co, LTD. Ranelagh Works, Ipswich.— 
Pamphlet No. 42 C, illustrating and describing Axial ocom- 
pes and vacuum pumps especially suitable for electrio motor 

ve. 

THE OVERSEAS ENGINEERING Co., LTD., 163-165, Great Portland 
Street, W. 1.— List No. 63, illustrating and describing the Garage 
current converter for charging acoumulators from a. o., and 
National lamp-testing meters, Also list No. 73, dealing with 
“ National" moving-iron and moving-coil volt and ampere meters. 
Both liste are fully priced. 

THE GENERAL ELECTRIO Co., LTD., Magnet House, Kingsway, 
W.C. 2.—List No. L2192, giving illustrations and a full description 
of the Kingsway II” miners’ electric hand lamp. Also charging 
racks, standing racks, magnetic lock openers and other accessories. 
All items are fully priced. 

AGRICULTURAL AND GENERAL ENGINEERS, LTD., Central House, 
Kingsway, W.C. 2.—Publication No. 285, a well-illustrated descrip- 
tive catalogue of "Bull" d.c. dynamos and motors and complete 
lighting seta. The oonstruotion is very fully detailed, and the 
component parts are shown in every case. 

THE FALKIRK IRON Co., LTD., Falkirk. List No. 261, illustrating 
snd describing “Falco” tailors’ electric irons: Priced. 

MEssRs. PETTERS, LTD., Westland Engine Works, Yeovil.— 
Publication No. 561 (36 pp). A very full catalogue of '' Petter 
Junior" oil engines, illustrating and describing many types 
ranging from 21 to 8 b.h.p. The list is fully priced. 

HART ACCUMULATOR Co., LTD., Stratford, E. 15.—A priced and 
illustrated leaflet advertising 5-Ah capacity ignition batteries in 
celluloid oases. 

- "THE Manor Works Co., 58, Albert Road, Aston, Birmingham. 
—A leaflet illustrating examples of sheet-metal pressings in 
aluminium, steel, brass, silver, &o., for all purposes, 

Tas PHOTECTOR Co., LTD., Central Hall, Southall. — Leaflet 
E 2,030, giving illustrations, particulars, and dimensions of 
wrought-copper cable sockets. Prices and technical data are 
included. - 


Catalogues Wanted.—Catalogues and lists of electrical 
manufactures, also of oil and gas engines for electrio lighting and 
other purposes, are wanted by MEssRs, BENNETT & HERON, of 
South-West Works, 46, Range Road, Whalley Range, Manchester. 


Private Meetings.—A. M. WirwoRE, trading as the 
Petlectrio Lighting Co., High Street, Bordesley, Birmingham.—At 
a meeting of creditors a statement of affairs showed liabilities of 
4342 due to unsecured creditors. The net assets are £148, a 
deficiency of 4191. The debtor made an offer of a composition of 
10s. in the 4. This was accepted, and a committee of the principal 
creditors was appointed. 

ARTHUR GRAY, electrical engineer, trading as Gray Eleotric Co., 
9, Denmark Street, Oharing Oross, W.0.—The creditors were called 
together recently, at the offices of Messrs. Corfield & Cripwell, 
Balfour House, Finsbury Pavement, E.O. A statement of affairs 
was presented showing the position as at June 9th last, and this 
disclosed liabilities of £664. Of that amount £613 was due to 
unsecured trade creditors. The assets were estimated to realise 
£230, or a deficiency of £434. On behalf of the debtor an offer 
was made of a composition of 5s. in the £, payable as to 1s. Sd. in 
cash, and the balance by three equal instalments spread over a 
period of three months each, and guaranteed. The creditors 
decided to oonfirm the deed of assignment, and instructed the 
trustee (Mr. Osborn) to endeavour to obtain a cash offer of 4s. in 
the &, or, alternatively, 28. in the & in cash, and the balance in 


three months. 


Receiver Appointed.—QueEap, LTD., 149, Southwark 
Bridge Road, London, S.E.1.—Mr. E. A. Harpham has been 
appointed receiver and manager on behalf of the debenture-holder. 


Tramway Workers Wages.—As a result of the 
deliberations of the Joint Industrial Council for the Tramways 
Industry, an agreement was arrived at on June 16th. This 
provides that wages shall remain at their present level until the 
commencement of the first full pay period in August, after which 
revisions will be made at three-month periods. Taking the 
present wages as representing an equitable rate while the Ministry 
of Labour cost-of-living index figures remain at 135 per cent. above 
the 1914 level, a variation of 1s. per week will be made for each 
complete rise or fall of five points. For employés under 18 years 
of age, the variation will be at the rate of 6d. instead of ls. This 
arrangement is to stand until December 31st, 1921, and three 
months' notice to terminate the agreement may be given by either 
party after this date. 


Organised Propaganda.—We are informed that a new 
organisation, under the title of the Federation of British Propa- 
ganda Societies, has been formed, the object of which is to 
co-ordinate the work of propaganda societies and, as far as possible, 
prevent overlapping. Already about 15 propaganda societies have 

their willingness to join. The Duke of Northumberland 
will act as President, and Sir Henry Birchenough, K. O. M. G., &o., 
is the treasurer. The general secretary is Mr. David Gilmour, 
O. B. N., Sicilian House, Southampton Row, London, 


New French Companies,— There has been formed at 
Royan (Charente Inférieure) the Société Anonyme d'Energie 
Electrique (Force et Lumiére) Secteurs de la Seudre, with & capital 
of 400,000 fr. in 100 fr. shares, 2,000 of which are apportioned to 
M. Henri Grenet, for his asseta, namely, power stations at Hoyan 
and Mornac-sur-Seudre ; buildings and lands at the latter place ; 
material, tools, concessions, &. In addition, he has been allotted 
70,000 fr. in specie, 


Trade with Siam.— The United States was the heaviest 
contributor of electrical goods and apparatus to Siam during the 
fiscal year 1919-1920, and it is believed that with greater enterprise 
Great Britain might easily improve her position. Owing to the 
fact that no electrical apparatus of any kind is manufactured in 
Siam, there is a demand for all classes of such goods, with the 
addition of specialities needed for a tropical country. The import 
duty on all electrical goods is 3 per cent. ad valorem, There are no 
other restrictions in this trade, and it is not required to have the 
country of origin stamped upon any articles sold in this kingdom. 
There has hitherto been no development of hydroelectrio power in 
Siam, and in years with normal rice crops paddy husk is used for 
fuel, owing to ita cheapness and the fact that the cost of oil, coal, 
and wood is comparatively high, as compared with neighbouring 
countries.— Eastern Engineering. 


New Italian Companles.— There has been formed at 
Milan, with a capital of 1,000,000 lire, the Società Osram.“ with 
the object of trade in and eventually manufacture of eleotro- 
5 articles, and especially Osram, Wotan and A. E. G. glow 
amps. 

The Società Euganea di Elettricita has been formed in Venioe 
with a capital of 10,000,000 lire, It is an offshoot of the Società 
Italiana Utilizzazione Forzeidranliche del Veneto, the Credito 
Industriale di Venezia, and the Società Adriatica di Elettricita. 

The Società Vercellese di Elettricità, with a capital of 6,000,000 
lire, has been embodied at Vercelli for the purpose of the manu- 
facture of electrical plant for agricultural uses. 


Patents and Licences of Right.—Notice is given that 
the undermentioned patenta were endorsed Licences of Right 
on the dates shown :— 

June 9th, 1921.—No. 10898/14 (Van Der Hoorn, L. J.), " Im- 
provementa in or relating to electrio sale apparatus." 

June 10th, 1921.—No. 26187/10 (M. Breslauer), "Improvements 
in electric current generators.” No. 28595/12 (R. Krause), "Im- 
provements in appliances for producing electric osciMations." 
No. 13129/15 (W. Otto), " Arrangement for producing short uni- 
directed high-tension electric current impulses.” No. 11821 
(12973/18) (E. Walter), "Improvements in braiding machines.“ 
No. 125369 (7217/19) (E. Walter), Improvements in or relating 
to braiding machines." 

Inquiry. — Makers of or agents for the Ackermann- 
Johnson Anchors” for switchboards, are asked for. 


Derby Agricultural Show.—At the above show, which is 
being held from June 28th to July 2nd, the advantages of eleo- 
tricity in farming will again be demonstrated. Messrs. PETTERS, 
LTD., of Yeovil, intend to exhibit a number of examples of their 
engines and electric lighting and power sets. Among these will 
be a number of Petter-Light sets of various outputs with 
battery equipments, switchboards, &c. 


E.D.A. Activities —The British Electrical Development 
Association, Hampden House, 84, Kingsway, W.C. 2, is endeavouring 
to interest electrical contractors and suppliers of electricity in the 
use of local newspapers for the furtheranoe of the eleotricity 
campaign. To this end the Association has recently issued a book 
on the subject (E. D. A. No. 164), which suggests methods and 
matter to those concerned with local Press advertising. A 
number of suitable advertisements are reproduced in which are 
embodied the special points brought out in the text. These 
advertisements are all illustrated, as the best way of appealing to 
the public is to please the eye, and the Association is prepared to 
supply "electros" of these pictures at reasonable prices. Acoom- 
panying the book is a sheet of seven advertisements which can be 
sent to a local newspaper as copy for reproduction. 

The Director of the Association desires to state that, information 
and inquiries may, in future, be sent under the same cover as 
circulars. Engineers and managers and others are requested to 
open and e.ramins carefully all sample parcels of publicity matter 
and other communications from E. D. A. as received. 


The Lyons Falr.— The Department of Overseas Trade is 
informed that, in connection with the Autumn Lyons Fair, an 
international competition for inventions will be held feom October 
lst to 15th, in the Palais dela Foire. All apparatus. plans, designs, 
or models, relating to the following will be eligible for competi- 
tion :—() Electric accumulators and electric apparatus; (b) textile 
machines and apparatus ; (c) automobile and oyole improvements ; 
(d) agricultural machines: (e) artificial limbs; (f) domestic heat- 
ing; (9) apparatus for protection of workers. An entrance fee of 
50 fr. will be charged for each invention entered. Applications 
should be sent in before September 15th to the Société des 
Inventeurs, 17, Place Bellecour, Lyons.— Board of Trade Journal, 


Withdrawal from Whitley Conucll.—The St. Helens 
Electricity Committee's recommendation to the Town Council to 
withdraw from the District Council No. 3 (North-Western Area) 
for the Electricity Supply Industry, has been accepted. The 
ground upon which this decision was reached was that the Elec- 
tricity Committee did not think that the Whitley Council was the 
best method of considering the wages to be paid to its men, 
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Book Notices.—Circular No. 100 of the U.S. Bureau of 
Standards, Nickel (106 pp.). Washington: Government Printing 
Office. Price 20 cents.— This is a very comprehensive treatise upon 
nickel and its alloys. Dealing first with souroes and the metallurgy of 
the subject, it passes to the chemical and physical properties of nickel, 
dealing exhaustively with its conductivity, magnetio properties, 
density and other characteristics Thetechnologic section includes 
such processes as casting, rolling, forging, welding and electro- 
deposition. Among the alloys of nickel treated upon in this 
ciroular are monel metal, copper-nickel, ferro-nickel (nickel steels), 
and special acid resisting and electrical alloys. The appendices 
give definitions of physical terms, U.S. patents on nickel alloys 
(1900-1920), typical specifications and a bibliography. 

„Modern Central Stations.” By O. W. Marshall Pp. x + 112, 
25 figs. London: Sir I. Pitman & Sons, Ltd. Prioe 2s. 6d. net. 

"Journal of the American Institute of Electrical Engineers." 
Vol. XL, No. 6, June, 1921. New York: The Institute. $1. 

Technologic Paper, No. 188, of the U.S. Bureau of Standards. 
" Some Properties of White Metal Bearing Alloys at Elevated 
Temperatures." (16 pp) Washington: Government Printing 
Office. Price 5 cents.—This paper describes an apparatus for 
determining the yield-point and ultimate strength of white metal 
bearing alloys at temperatures up to 100° 0. An apparatus for 
ascertaining the Brinell hardness of these alloys is also dealt with. 

“Pitman’s Technical Bookshelf.” No. 4, June, 1921. (20 pp.) 
London : Sir Isaac Pitman & Sons, Ltd.—Many interesting notes 
and short reviews of booke dealing with all branches of technical 
work are included in this issue, and electrical engineering and its 
auxiliary subjecta receive a great deal of attention. 

"The Cost Accountant.” Vol. I, No. 1. June, 1921. London: 
The Institute of Cost and Works Aocountants.—This is the first 
appearance of the recently-formed Institute's official journal which 
is to be published monthly. Many useful notes appear, as well as 
articles on accountancy, progress work, and oosting. 

" Rleotrio Motor Installations: Their Upkeep and Lay-out.” 
(The Vulcan Engineering Manuals.) (112 pp.). Manchester: 
Vulcan Boiler and General Insurance Co., Ltd. Price 2s. 6d. net. 


"The Metropolitan-Vickers Gazette.“ Vol. VI, No. 98. May, 
1921. Artioles included in this number of the Gazette are 
Installation and Operation of M-V Power Transformers,“ by A. J. 
Bridge; Heating and Cooling Curves and their Application to 
Oil Circuit Breakers, by G. E. Gittens, B. Sc. (Lond.); Electrical 
Equipmęnt for Arc Welding" ; and two reprinted papers on The 
New Management" and "Radiology Applied to the Testing of 
Materials." 

“The Mining Electrical Engineer.” Vol. I. No. 9. June, 1921. 
Manchester: The Association of Mining Electrical Engineers. 
Price 1s. net. The final number of the first volume contains papers 
on “ Electric Winding,” by A. B. Maclean, M.A., B.Sc.: The 
Power Requirements of Collieries,” by J. M. Heslop; Oil Fuol for 
Steam Raising,” by H. T. Watson ; and an illustrated description 
of & large underground plant. 

Science Ab'tracts. Sections A and B. Vol. XXIV, Part 5. London: 
E. and F. N. Spon, Ltd. Price 2s. 6d. net per part. 

Engineering Directory." No. 68. May, 1921. (120 pp.) 
London: Engineering, Ltd.—This is the latest edition of the 
alphabetical and classified list of advertisers in our contemporary, 
and it possesses the usual features of utility, including glossaries for 
the use of foreign buyers. 

“The Journal of the Röntgen Society." Vol. XVII, No. 67. 
April 1921. (48 pp.) London: Percy Lund, Humphries & Co., 
Ltd. Price 5s. net (quarterly).—In this issue is described a new 
type of X-ray photographic plate, which reduces the time of 
exposure necessary to one twenty-fifth of the normal. Mr. N. A. 
Oodd's paper on " Inoreasing the Efficiency of X-ray Tubes by an 
Improved Design of Coil and Interrupter is reprinted as is also a 
lecture by Mr. N. E. Luboshez on “Scattered Radiation and the 
Use of Intensifying Soreens.” 

"Rate Research." Vol. XIX, No. 9. (14 pp) New York: 
National Electric Light Association (Rate Research Department). 
This issue deals with the papers recently read before the Institution 
of Electrical Engineers by Mesars. Beauchamp and Blaikie, as well 
as a number of decisions regarding tariffs in the United States. 


" Coal Mines Act: Statutory Rules and Orders, 1921." No. 672. 
(10 pp. and 5 plates). London: H.M. Stationery Office, Price 6d. 
net.—This publication describes and illustrates a number of miners’ 
safety lamps which conform to the “Safety Lamps Order” of April 
20th, 1921. 

" Useful Tables and Data for the Assistanoe of Consumers of 
Wire." Third Edition. London: W. F. Dennis & Co., 70, Queen 
Viotoria Street. Price 2s. 6d. (leather, 3s. 6d ).—This is a bandy 
veat-pocket booklet containing a great amount of information 
regardiog aluminium. steel, iron, copper, bronze, and other wire. 
Physical and electrical characteristics are fully dealt with, such 
details as breaking-strain for various sizes, conductivity, weights, 
&c., being given in table form. 


Strike at Birkenhead.—A correspondent states that the 
electricians at Mesers. Cammell, Laird & Co.'s shipbuilding works, 
Birkenbead, are on atrike owiog to the non-reinstatement of the 
apprentices who participated in the recent electrical trades dispnte. 
The firm contends that the apprentices broke their indentures, and 
they are not obliged, therefore, to re-employ them. The journey- 
men members of the Electrical Trades Union have now been 
on strike nearly five weeks, but there is stated to be & prospect 
of an early settlement, 


Copper and Lead Prices.—MESSRS. F. SMITH & Co. 
report June 21st. Copper (electrolytic) bars, sheets, wire rods, 
and h.c. wire. No change. 

MEsSR8. JAMES & SHAKESPEARE report June 22nd. Copper bars 
(beet selected), sheet and rod, £114, £2 decrease; English pig-lead, 
£23, 5s. reduction on last week's quotation. 


Annual Onting.—The annual outing of the staff and 
employós of Messrs, Semco, Ltd., took place on Saturday, June 
11th. The party went by char-à banos from the company’s 
head offices in High Street, Shoreditch, to Egham-on-Thames, 
the route chosen being ria Kingston and Hampton Court. 
Luncheon was served at the Coach and Horses at Egham, 
and sports followed. There was a cricket match between 
the Inside and Outside staffs, in which the latter won. Time 
was then pleasurably occupied on or beside the river. Tea was 
ter ved later, and during the sitting thanks were accorded to Mr. 
J. H. Smith, the secretary of the company, who had carried 
through the day's arrangements. The party returned to town ris 
an extended route through Virginia Water and Windsor. 

The Brietol, Cardiff. and Swansea staff of the Edison Swan 
Electric Co., Ltd., held their annual outing on 8th inst., when the 
Wye Valley was visited by motor-coach. The company numbered 
about 70. After various sports had been indulged in, tea was 
served at the Royal George Hotel, an impromptu concert following. 


The Engineering Wages Dispute.—The revised terms 
submitted by the Engineering and the National Employers 
Federations to the Trade Unions concerned, for a decision by 
ballot, are as follows :—With respect to the bonuses of 74 and 12} 
per cent., one-third of these will be withdrawn at the commence- 
ment of the first full-pay period in July, one-third in August, 
and the remainder in September. At the commencement of the 
first full-pay period in October next, 3a. per week will be deducted 
from time rates and 7j per cent. from piecework rates. A further 
8s. per week will be deducted from the war bonus of 26s. 6d. 
when the Ministry of Labour index number arrives at 115 per 
cent. over the pre-war level ; this last reduction is not to be made 
earlier than the beginning of the first full-pay period in November. 


Fusion of Interests in Germany.—The Kolnische Zeitung 
reports a fusion of interests of six railway, tramway, and other 
carriage-manufacturing companies. Thenew compeny is registered 
in Dusseldorf, and comprises Dessauer Wagonfabrik A.G., Dessau; 
Dusseldorfer Eisenbahnbedarf vorm. Karl Weyer & Oo., Dussel- 
dorf; H. Fuchs, Wagonfabrik A.G., Heidelberg; Siegener 
Eisenbahnbedarf A.G. Siegen; Wagonfabrik A.G., Uerdingen a/Rh ; 
Wegmann & Co.. Cassel. 


Works Boys’ Club.—Recent extension of welfare work 
at the Phoenix Dynamo Manufacturing Co., Ltd. (branch of the 
English Electric Co, Ltd.) Thornbury, Bradford, includes s 
oommodious club for the boy employós, comprising a full-sized 
Army hut, adjoining the works tennis oourts. The opening 
ceremony was performed last week by Captain Crawshaw, works 
manager. The club includes a canteen, billiard room, and cold 
douche. Provision is made for many other games, and the club 
is fully lighted by electricity. The main hall has a platform with 
scenic background. At the opening there was a concert by the 
works orchestra and artistes specially engaged, followed by 
dancing. A girls’ club will shortly follow. 


For Sale.— Assets Auctions Co., Ltd., will sell by auction, 
on June 29th, st 119-121, Newington Causeway, Government 
surplus telephone and electrical stores, Ormskirk Board of 
Guardians has for disposal one 50-b.b.p. “National” gas engine, 
coupled to a Witton” multipolar 220-v. d.o. dynamo. For parti- 
oculars see our advertisement pages to-day. 


Should Corporation Electrical Engineers Accept 
Contracts? —This question was raised at the last meeting of 
Kilmarnock Town Council. The electrical engineer reported that 
" he had placed the steel work on order, which included columns, 
roofing, roof trusses, and corrugated iron required for the extension 
of the car-shed ; that Redpath, Brown & Oo. quoted £549 for this 
work, and that being the lowest offer, he had placed the order with 
them.” A member asked whether the Electricity Committee 
had given the manager power to accept contracts, and 
objected to any official being allowed to do so. The Provost 
pointed out that the Committee approved of the engineer's action, 
but it was agreed that the Electricity Committee alone be given 
power to settle contracts. 


Swedish Telephone Companles.— The plan to fuse the 
H. T. Cedergren and L. M. Ericsson telephone concerns. proposed 
by the boards of the companies concerned, was defeated at a 
general meeting of the Cedergren Co. by a large majority. —Jteuter 
Trade Service (Stockholm). 


Germany and the Metal Trade,—It is reported from New 
York that active steps are being taken by Germany to regain her 
pre-war ascendanoy in the non-ferrous metal markets of the world. 
8.8. Tuthill, Secretary of the American Zino Institute, says that the 
American trade is threatened, and that at present Germany and 
Belgium are negotiating for a re-establishment of their former 
trade relations with the metal markets. 
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LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Accrington.—Prorosep Price INcREASE.—The Town 
Oouncil, as the outcome of the loss of £13,000 on the electricity 
undertaking last year, is proposing to increase charges for lighting 
from 7d., plus 10 per cent. per unit, to 8d. per unit, and to increase 
the charges for power on a sliding scale. Power users who have 
paid 14d. per unit will have to pay, roughly, lid. The new 
charges are expected to bring in an extra revenue of £15,000 a year, 
and they will come into operation next month. 


Australia.—SuBrAco (W.A.).—The Municipal Council 
has been unable to meet the demand for electricity, owing to 
the limited capacity of its plart. At the last meeting of the 
Council it was decided to raise a loan of £25,000 in order to 
arrange for a complete change over. The existing plant is totally 
inadejuate, and negotiations have been opened up with the Perth 
City Council to supply electricity in bulk at low pressure. This 
will necessitate an alteration of existing arrangements.— Tenders. 


SyDNEY(N.8.W.).—The North Sydney Council has asked the Sydney 
City Council to consider the question of a bulk supply in place 
of supplies to individuals in the North Sydney district. Reporting 
upon the matter, Mr. Forbes Mackay, the electrical engineer, 
thinks that a bulk supply would probably be more remunerative to 
the City Council than the existing arrangement. 


THE MORWELL ScHEME.—A large body of opinion in the 
country districts of Victoria holds that the Government did not 
properly investigate the possibilities of generating electrical energy 
by water power before embarking upon the scheme for generating 
energy from brown ooal at Morwell. Having committed iteelf to 
the Morwell scheme, the Government, it is alleged, is placing 
needless and fatal restrictions upon private enterprise in the 
development of hydro-electric schemes. The principal desire at the 
moment is that these restrictions should be removed, so that all 
schemes that are capable of commercial success may have an equal 

rtunity of development. 

At the instance of the Victorian Farmers’ Unibn, a conference on 
the subject was held at the rooms of the Employers’ Federation in 
April. The delegates represented a great variety of country 
interests, including branches of the V.F.U., municipalities, butter 
factories, irrigation settlements, and country industries generally. 
Some of the metropolitan municipalities were also represented. 
The following motion was carried unanimously : — 

" That the Government be requested to proceed with the Morwell 
and Kiewa electrical schemes concurrently,or to withdraw opposition 
tothe Kiewa scheme by private enterprise, and to withdraw all 
restrictions to the Kiewa company entering into competition with 
the State enterprise." 

In a reply to these oriticisms, Su John Monash ssid the Morwell 
sobeme had been undertaken under the best possible advices. The 
commission's engineering stuff had a very high standing, and Mr. 
Merz, of Merz & M'Lellan, had investigated all the proposals for the 
generation of power, and had recommended the Morwell scheme. 
Mr. Merz having endorsed this view, the Government submitted 
the scheme to Parliament.  Hydro-electrio possibilities had been 
investigated by Mr. A. G. M. Mitohell, the most prominent hydraulio 
engineer in Australia. His report on the Kiewa scheme showed 
without doubt that any development in this directioa would be 
premature, and was not to be preferred to the Morwell scheme.— 
The Age (Melbourne). 

THE METROPOLITAN - VICKERS CoNTRACT. — In view of the 
importance and magnitude of the Morwell scheme, it may be of 
interest to note a few details relating to the power-atation generating 
p'ant, the contract for which has been secured by the Metropolitan- 
Viokers Electrical Oo., Ltd. 

Five main generating units and one auxiliary unit have been 
ordered, the aggregate capacity of the plant being 63,100 kW. 
Each of the main units will have a maximum continuous rating 
of 12,500 kW, and will run at a speed of 3,000 r.p.m. The 
auxiliary emergency set will have & maximum oontinuous rating 
of 600 kW at 3, 000 rpm. Steam will be raised in boilers fired 
with brown ooal, having a calorific value of about 6,000 B.th.u. per 
lb, and will be supplied to the turbines at a normal pressure of 
250 Ib. per sq. in. gauge and a normal temperature of 630° F. The 
main turbines will be of the multiple-exhaust type, and will be 
equipped with self-contained feed-heating systems, the heaters 
being arranged within the turbine casings, in accordance with the 
Metropolitan-Vickers standard arrangement, in which the steam 
used for heating is diverted from the turbine at a pressure of about 
5 lb. per sq. in. absolute. The turbines will exhaust into surface 
condensers, to be made in Australia. Each condenser will have a 
cooling surface of 17,000 sq. ft., and pill be designed to maintain 
a vacuum of 28 in. at full load when supplied with cooling water 
at a temperature of 70° F. The condeuser auxiliaries will consist of 
motor-driven vertical centrifugal circulating-water pumps, motor- 
driven condensate extraction and lift pumps, and steam-operated 
air ejectors. 

Bach of the main alternators will be wound for three-phase, 
50 periods, 11,000 volts, the specified capacity being obtained at 
'9 power factor. The alternators will be ventilated on the closed 
air-cirouit system. 

The 600-kW auxiliary turbo-alternator set will be required for 
starting up the station auxiliaries and for emergency purposes 
only. The turbine of this unit will be of the back-pressure type, 
designed to exhaust against & normal pressure of about 1 lb. per 
sq.in. gauge. The alternator of the auxiliary set will be wound 
for three-phase, 50 periods, 400 volte, '8. power factor. 


Aylesbury.—Loan.—The Town Council has applied for 


a loan of £4,500 for services. 


Bedwas.—BUuLK SuPPLY.—A: a meeting of the Dis- 
trict Council a report was submitted by the Lighting Committee 
recommending the Council to exercise the powers to be conferred 
by the Electricity Commissioners, and that negotiations.be opened up 
with the South Wales Power Co. and the Bedwas Navigation 
Colliery Co. for & supply of electricity in bulk and specifications 
prepared for tenders for the installation of eleotrio lighting in the 
Bedwas and Machen wards. The clerk said it was proposed only 
to apply the order to Bedwas and Machen at present, but it 
would be extended to Trethomas and Masesyowmmer . It was 
also intended to install electrio lighting in the Council's new houses 
on the Glebe site, Bedwas, 


Belfast. — Loan. — Mr. A. D. Price, Engineering 
Inspector of the Local Government Boerd for Ireland, held an 
inquiry, on June 15th, into the application made by the Oorpora- 
tion for sanotion to & loan of £120,000 for the electricity under- 
taking. The Town Solicitor gave evidence as to the finances of the 
city, and the need for the loan to meet business requirements, &o. 
More than the £120,000 required was owed the Oorporation, but it 
took a long tine to get it in, and although the Corporation sought 
an overdraft, it did not follow that interest would have to be paid 


on that sum. The interest would rise and fall with the income 


derived from the electrical undertaking. Ooal was badly needed, 
and large stocks absolutely essential. But for the foresight of 
those responsible for the stock of ooal, it was quite possible that 
the electrical and gas undertakings would have been closed down 
long ago. Mr. R. G. Geale, city accountant, gave evidence, as did 


ne "nd T. W. Bloxam, the electrical engineer, and the inquiry 
closed. 


Bexhill, Year's Workina.—The accounts of the Cor- 
poration electricity undertaking for the year ended March 31at, 
1921, show gross profits of £7,460, an inorease of £1,060 on the 
previous 12 months. After making provision for repayment of 
loans and income-tax, there is a net profit on the year's working of 
£639. After writing off a debit balance of £122 on the previous 
year, a oredit of £517 is carried forward. 

In view of the appeals for economy in use of electrical energy 
owing to the coal situation, the Council has decided to abandon the 
minimum charge for the current half-year. 


Berkhamsted. OverHeaD Lines.—The Urban District 
Council has objected to the erection of overhead lines by the 
Chesham Electric Light and Power Oo., Ltd., for the supply of 
electricity in the parish of Northohurch, on the ground that the 
poles would be an obstruction and dangerous to the public. 


Blackbura,—Nerw SUB-sTATION.— The chairman and 
vice-chairman of the Electricity Committee have been empowered 
to acquire a plot of land at Lower Darwen for the erection of an 
electricity sub station. 


Bolton.—Ye4R'3 WorKING.—The accounts of the 
Corporation electricity department for the year ended March 31st 
last, record a total income from all sources of £273,531, as oom- 
pared with £200,569 in the previous year. Working expenses 
totalled £186,450. as against £140,248. leaving a gross profit of 
487.181 (£60321). After payment of capical charges, &o., the 
result was a net profit of 427,779, comparing favourably with a 
balance of 419,965 for 1919 20. Of this profit, 424.180 was 
allotted to expenditure out of revenue, and the balance carried 
forward. The borough electrical engineer (Mr. W. J. H. Wood) 
points out that although, on account of inoreased fuel costs, the 
cost of generation has increased considerably, this cost is still below 
ld. per unit, and at preseut-day prices the average selling price of 
1°65d. per unit is not unreasonable. The number of units sold 
rose from 24,944,906 to 30,298,989. 


Bootle. —Extension OF SuPPLY.—The Electric Power 
and Lighting Committee has resolved to take the necessary steps 
to obtain the consent of the Electricity Commissioners to the 
extension of a supply of eleotricity to the Litherland area, and that 
the Litherland Council be informed that the Committee suggests 
that the Counoil should furnish a guarantee of consumption sta 
certain figure. The Bootle Council entered into an agreement with 
the Litherland Courcil in 1914 to take over the Lighting Order 
whiob was to operate until six months after the official termina- 
tion of the war. The Electric Power and Lighting Committee had 
a number of demands from Litherland, but in each oase it had 
to get a further order from the Electricity Commissioners. When 
it was moved in the Bootle Council Ohamber that application for a 
special order be made to the Electricity Commissioners, it was 
pointed out that one of the firms concerned was so anxious to get a 
supply that it was willing to lend the Counoil £3,000. 


Bradford.—Liautina Economy.—The Corporation has 
set up a Special Joint Sub Committee to inquire into, and report to 
the Corporation upon, the practicability of suspending street 
lighting for the three summer months of June, Jaly, and August 
every year, as & measure of public economy, quite apart from the 
present question of coal shortage. 

Canada.—Nkw  OwTARIO Loan.—A loan of about 
$22,000,000 (nominally £4.400,000) is expected to be ficated for the 
Province of Ontario in about two or three weeks, according to an 
announcement made by Mr. Peter Smith, Provincial Treasurer. 
Mr. Smith indicated that it might be necessary to go to New York 
to secure at least a part of the loan. The bulk of the funds to be 
suvared will be used for the Hydro-eleotrio Power Commission's 
purposes.— Reuter, 
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QUEENSTON-CHIPPAWA CANAL.—About 7,000 men are at work 
on the Queenston-Chippawa Canal development for the Ontario 
Hydro-Electric Power Commission. It is expected that by the 
beginning of September two 55.000-h.p. generators will be ready 
for operation. The Commission's plans call for another 55,000 h.p. 
a few months later, and the ultimate production calculated upon 
is over half a million h.p. selling at a probable price of $10 per h.p. 
— Heuter's Trade Service (Ottawa). 

DEVELOPMENT OF THE ST. LAWRENCE RIVER.—In an 
elaborate report, made to the International Joint Commission 
(Canada and the United States) on the deepening of the St. 
Lawrence for ocean-going vessels, and the development of the 
power possibilities, the engineering firm of Messrs. Hugh Cooper 
and Co. of New York, proposes to finance, on behalf of private 
capitaliste, 1,000,000 h.p.. and to construct a 30-ft. navigation 
channel, says the Montreal Gazette. The cost of the canalisation 
would not be more than $30.000,000 each to the Governments of 
Canada and the United States, The power will cost consumers, 
exclusive of Btate and Federal taxes, about $17 per h.p. The first 
installation, it is proposed, will be on the American side, and will 
supply 400,000 h.p., 50,000 of which will be available for distri- 
bution in Canada, and when the demand exoeeds this quantity 
construction on a Canadian site will commence. The ultimate 
electrical power that can be produced is stated to be 6,625,000 h.p. 
This would replace 66,250,000 tons of coal annually, and, by the 
improvement of the canal system, the present 46 miles of canal 
and 21 locks can be replaced by 34 miles of canal and six locks, 
The cost of this improvement in navigation, and the power 
development, is estimated at 3$1,500,000,000.— Reuter's Trade 
Service (Ottawa). 

ELECTRICAL SMELTING IN VANCOUVER. — The managing 
director of the Canadian Iron and Steel Smelters, Ltd., has 
announced that British capital has been secured to build and 
operate a large electric smelter in Vancouver. An initi 50-ton 
plant will be operating by August. The company has been given 
5,000 tons of iron ore by the Provincial Government as an induce- 
ment to commence operations.— /teuter'« Trade Service (Vancouver). 


Carlisle.— REPORT oN UNDERTAKING.—The town clerk 
has been requested to ascertain the terms upon which Mr. Arthur 
Ellis, of Cardiff, the consulting engineer nominated by the Presi- 
dent of the Institution of Electrical Engineers, will undertake to 
report upon the present position of the electricity undertaking, 
with his recommendations for meeting the future demands upon 
the undertaking.— Carlisle Journal, 


Chesham.—Cueap LiauTiNG.— The Electric Light Co. 
has offered to supply electric light to the new Council houses at 
ls, per week during winter months, and 6d. per week during 
summer months. Householders are not to be limited to a particular 
amount, 


Continental. SwEDEN.—The increased use of electricity 
in Sweden is shown by the following official figures relating to the 
years 1917—1919 :—Number of electricity works in 1917, 1,760; 
in 1918, 1,887; in 1919, 2,057. The total power of the generating 
plant in the three periods was, respectively, 1,028,758 kW, 
1,270,227 kW, and 1,238,215 kW. The power furnished to motors 
in the three years was 313,273 kW, 362,258 kW, and 410,767 kW. 
The power supplied to electro-chemical factories was 478,763 kW, 
568,386 kW, and 502,833 kW. The number of glow and arc lamps 
installed was of the former :—3,704,374 in 1917, 3,027,518 in 1918, 
and 3,610,102 in 1919 ; of the latter in the same periods: 2.815, 
2,152 and 610, showing a steady fall off in their use. The 
number of motors installed in the three periods was 31,963 in 
1917, 29,838 in 1918, and 34,749 in 1919.— L Industris Electrique. 

Russ1A.— During the year 1920, says a Russian journal, electricity 
was furnished to Moscow from several stations ; namely, the Moscow 
Government electrical station, the Moscow tramway system station, 
the Elektroperedatchas, the Gluchovskaya Stantzia, and the 
Orechov-Zubskaya group. The Moscow Government electrical 
station was itself of sufficient capacity to supply all the demands 
of the town, but owing to the scarcity of fuel, the work had to b» 
done by less powerful stations with their available fuel. The 
estimated requirements of Moscow for 1820 amounted to 80,009,000 
kWh. The quantity supplied was 72,000,000 kWh., i.e., 90 per 
cent. The demand for electricity increased in the later months of 
1920. Of the total quantity delivered in Moscow, 44 per cent. was 
for power purposes, and 56 per cent. for lighting. There was an 
increase ander both heads over 1919, 

The Nory Put, referring to the Russian electrical services, says 
that the leading combination, called the Elektrosila " (electric 
power) section, includes 10 factories, of which the most successful 
are the Siemens-Schuckert, the Dynamo, and V.E.K, The reports 
on the others are not particularly satisfactory. 

The same journal refers to a direct electric train service on the 
" Machovin" system, to be started soon between Petrograd and 
Moscow. 

GERMANY.—An amalgamation of the electricity supply works 
owned by the State, and carried on under joint stock auspices, either 
in continuation of former company proprietorship, or as special 
companies created by the Government, has now been decided upon, 
the absorbing concern being the Electro-Works Co., of Berlin, 
which was formerly the Golpa-Jessnitz Lignite Co., of Bitterfeld, 
and which supplies power to, among others. local ammonia nitrate 
works, based upon the fixation of atmospheric nitrogen., The 
Electro-Works Co., for instance, is taking over the assets of the 
central German concerns known as the Power Transmission Co., 
the Central German Power Works Co., the Micderlausitz Power 
Works Co., the Brigitta-Sachsenburg Corporation, and the Lignite 


Co., and thus secures possession of the power works at Zsehornewits, 
Trattendorf, near Sprenburg, and Lauta, the lignite mines of 
Golpa and Brigitta, and the high- -pressure transmission lines from 
the power stations situated in the lignite districts of Bitterfeld 
and Lausitz to Berlin and to Saxony. These cases, however, are 
not the only instances of companies whose shares are entirely held 
by the State, as most of the former State armament works are now 
vested in a Government company, under the title of the German 
Works Co., and are apparently engaged on peace-time manu- 
facturing work. 


FINLAND.—The Finnish Government has just asked the Chamber 
of Representatives for a loan of 22,600,000 fr. for the first portion 
of the work of developing the State waterfalls, Finland possesses 
very considerable water-power resources, only a small fraction of 
which is at present utilised. It is reckoned that the falls on the 
river Ulea, and on the watercourses more towards tbe south, are 
equal to 1,600,000 h.p. at the turbines. A large part of these belong 
to the State, which owns the most important, or, at least, is 
interested in their utilisation. On the upper Vuoksen it has the 
disposition of 380,000 h.p. as possessor of the Imatra Falle, and is 
the principal shareholder in the undertaking concerned with the 
development of the Tornator Falls (211,000 h. p.), the Kymmense 
River (18,500 h.p.), the river Ulea (542,000 h.p.), and the Pyakos 
Falls (99,800 h.p.). Although the outlay on the utilisation of these 
several falls will amount to many hundred millions (it is reckoned 
that the falls of Imatra alone will call for 320.000,000 fr.), it is, 
nevertheless, held that the Government should not hold its hand, 
for the high price of both coal and wood has forced a large 
number of industrial undertakings to utilise the falls belonging to 
them, which are, however, not being worked under the most 
favourable conditions.— Z' /ndustrie Electrique. 


Derby.— FIRE AT Power STATION.—AÀn outbreak of fire 
occurred at the Derby electricity works on June llth, causing a 
dislocation of the tramway services. As the fire happened some- 
where about the factories' closing time, they were not affected to a 
great extent. This is the second recent fire; the first occurred 
on May 13th. 


Douglas (I. of M.).—ELECTRICITY CoMMITTEE.—At the 
June meeting of the Town Council a resolution was moved: That 
as the purposes for which the Electric Lighting Committee was 
eatablished have now been accomplished, it is necessary that a 
standing Electric Lighting and Power Committee be appointed 
from the Council to deal with the electrical undertaking, and to 
carry out the terms and conditions of the Bill which has now 
passed both branches of ths Legislature, and under which certain 
work must be commenced within six months of the date of its 
promulgation.” After a lengthy discussion the motion was 
defeated, the town clerk explaining that it was for the Council to 
give the existing Committee a en appointment, or else 
appoint a Standing Committee. 


Hamilton.— I' ROPOSED WaTER-POWER SCHEME.—It was 
reported to the Town Council that a oompany is considering 
utilising certain water power in Lanarkshire for the generating of 
electricity. The matter has been remitted to Messrs. Edmundsons 
for their consideration. The Council is applying for power to 
borrow £12,000 for extensions, 


Inverness.—PRoPoseb. WATER-POWER SCHEME.—At a 
meeting of the Town Council on June 13th, the Council's oonsulting 
engineers presented & report on & scheme for providing electricity 
to the town by means of water power. It is proposed to utilise 
Loch Luichart for this purpose, and the districts included in the 
scheme are Strathpeffer, Dingwall and Inverness. The estimated 
capital expenditure will be £230,000, and an output of 8,800,000 
kWh is expected to be obtained. Later the supply may be extended 
to Invergordon, Tain, Elgin and Lossiemouth. It wasstated that 
the price per kWh could be fixed at 3d. for Inverness and 1d. for 
Strathpeffer and Ding wall. 


Leeds.— YEAR'S WoRKING.—The report upon the elec- 
tricity works for the year ended March 31st, 1921, records a total 
income from all sources of £519,021, as compared with £468,718 
during 1919-20. Working expenses amounted to £313,055, as 
against £237,823, leaving a gross surplus of £205,966 (£230,895). 
Income-tax and loan charges absorbed £152,105, leaving a net 
profit of £53,861, little more than half that of the previous year 
(£100,418). Of this profit, 823,592 was contributed to capital 
expenditure, leaving an actual surplus of £30,269. The total 
number of units sold rose from 63,023,502 to 63,921,813, and the 
generating costs per unit sold from l4ld.to 171d. The average 
price obtained per unit increased to 1°95d. from 1'79d. The elec- 
trical engineer reports a relatively large increase in the amount of 
energy used for heating purposes, but the demand for power for 
traction purposes fell off. The generating capacity remains at 
51,000 kW. 


London.— WooLwicH. —The Borough Council has 
decided to apply for permission to raise its statutory maximum 
charge for electricity for lighting from 6d. to 10d. per unit. 

Sr. PANCRAS.—The Council has received the permission of the 
Electricity Commissioners to borrow £206,450 for the provision of 
generating plant, and £12,700 for the purchase of converting 
plant. 


Long Eaton,—YEraAR's WonkKING.—It is reported that 
the working of the Council's electricity supply undertaking, for 
the year ended March 31st last, resulted in a deficit of £3,200, 
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Middlesbrough.——TExPoRARY Price INcREASE.— The 
Cleveland and Durham County Electric Power Co, has asked the 
Middlesbrough Corporation to agree to an additional charge of 4d. 
per unit on a proportion of the units supplied, to cover the cost of 
oil firing during the present coal shortage. This has been agreed 
to, and the charge will be increased to consumers by a oorres- 
ponding amount on the expiration of the present quarter. 


New Zealand.— T HaAMES VALLEY.—Paeroa is the first 
town in New Zealand to obtain electric light through the opera- 
tion of the Electric Power Boards Act of 1918. The power 
is derived from Horahora, the controlling body being the Thames 
Valley Electric Power Board. This Board was gazetted in February, 
1920, and, as a preliminary, it was decided to obtain power to borrow 
£200,000 for reticulating the district. The consulting engineers 
to the Board realised that the cost of reticulation would greatly 
exceed this sum, They considered it might be in the neighbour- 
hood of £500,000, but they were not prepared to give definite 
figures until & thorough investigation of the district had been 
carried out, This investigation has now been made, and the 
engineers estimate the total cost of the scheme at £514,000, 
exclusive of interest during construction, They consider the work 
can be completed in from five to six years. The annual revenue is 
estimated at £93,000, and total annual expenditure at £88,000. 
These figures are based on a canvass of the district carried out in 
April and May. 1920. The maximum demand will be in the 
neighbourhood of 3,000 kW.—Auckland Weekly News. 

PROGRESS OF WoBKs.— The Aveklund Weekly News says 
that the Lake Coleridge station, which supplies Christchurch 
and Canterbury, is being extended as rapidly as possible 
by the diversion of additional water and an increase of plant. 
It is hoped shortly to be able to meet the demand, and also 
to supply the power demanded by South Canterbury. To eupply 
Dunedin 8,000 h.p. is being developed at Waipori, and arrange- 
ments have been made to double thisoutput. It has been considered 
inadvisableto proceed with worke on Lake Hawea and Wanaka for the 
present. Another Southland project is the development of power 
at Monowai; owing to financial stringency the Government has 
had to assist this scheme with a guarantee. 


Oldham. — INFERIOR Coar.— For the past fortnight 
the cost of coal per unit sold by the Corporation electricity 
works has been 1 77d., as compared with 0°70d. for the corres- 
ponding period of last year, the difference being largely due to the 
very poor quality of coal now being supplied. 


Preston.—PuRcHASE OF UNDERTAKING.—During the 
hearing, in London, of an application by the National Electric 
Supply Co., Ltd., for sanction to a scheme of distributing profits 
and assets between the various classes of shareholders, in conse- 
quence of the sale of the Preston undertaking to the Corporation, 
it was stated that the price of purchase was £266,000, £61,000 of 
which would be paid in cash and £205,000 in mortgage bonds 
secured on the rates. 


Rathmines (Dublip).—SrRiKE ENDED.—The electricity 
supply service has been resumed, on the settlement of the municipal 
employós' five weeks’ strike on a wage issue. 


Shanghal.— YEARS WoRKING.—The annual report of 
the engineer-in-chief and manager of the municipal electricity 
depertment for the year ended December 31st, 1920, has just come 
to hand. It is interesting to recall the fact that the lay-out and 
design of the power and sub-stations, distribution system, and in 
fact everything connected with the undertaking, is planned in the 
department's offices at Shanghai, and that the selection of tenders 
by the Electricity Committee is made solely upon the recommenda- 
tion of Mr. T. H. U. Aldridge, M. I. E. E., &o. ; the European staff 
numbers 105, and the Chinese 2,207. Financially, the year’s busi- 
ness has resulted, after providing for interest (Tis. 461,306), and 
depreciation (Tis. 575,816), in a net profit of Tls. 781,916, which 
will be appropriated as follows :—Contribution to the municipal 
general funds, Tla. 630,000 ; transfer to general reserve, Tls. 72,800 ; 
transfer to contribution to general funds (equalisation account), 
Tis. 78,200, the balance (Tle. 916) being carried forward. The gross 
profit on the revenue account is Tls. 1,290,121, which representa 
10°34 per cent. on the undertaking’s capital outlay, and the estimated 
net profit for 1921 is Tle. 1,029,816. It is regrettable that after 
having taken steps to procure additional generating plant to meet 
the increasing demand, the delayed delivery by many months of 
the 42-in. circulating water-pipes should have prevented the use of 
the firat of the two new 18,000-kW turbines. The operative plant 
capacity of the generating stations on December 3 lat, 1920, was 
the same as at the end of 1919, viz., Riverside station, 33,000 kW, 
and Fearon Road station 5,600 kW. A 10,000-kW turbo-generator, 
built by Messrs. C. A. Parsons & Uo., was put into service in April 
in the Riverside station, and would normally have increased the 
plant capacity, but in March the No.3 5,000-kW A.E.G. machine 
broke down, &nd the other machine (No. 4) of the same make and 
Bize failed in April. The first was repaired aud in service again in 
July, but broke down a second time in September ; both sets being 
then unfit for further servioe were scrapped. The loss of these 
two machines prevented the long-overdue overhaul of the G.E. Co. 
10,000-kW set (No, 5), which during 1920 ran practically con- 
tinuously every day throughout the year. First put into commis- 
sion in. September, 1917, it was out of service for only 34 days up to 
the end of October, 1919. Adverse conditions frustrated the hopes 
of materially reducing the cost of production during the year, and 
made it necessary to restrict the output to new consumers by some 
4,000 kW. A testing department has been started at the power 
station under the direction of a fully qualified analytical chemist, 


and the plant additions, which will be available for use in 1921, 
consiat of two 18,000-kW turbo-generators, with condensers already 
installed, and one 10,000-kW machine, all built by the G.E. Co. 
Two Babcock & Wilcox, and two Stirling 80,000-1b. boilers, with 
mechanical stokers, wero ordered in 1919, but the delivery promises 
were not fulfilled. The maximum load was 36,742 kW, and the 
load factor improved to 46 7 per cent. The total kWh generated 
amounted to 179,619,458, and those sold to 144,539,632, an increase 
of 41'2 per cent., made up as follows :—Private lighting, 20,298,672, 
an increase of 2393 per cent.; public lighting, 1,454,812, an 
increase of 21:9 per cent. ; heating and cooking, 1,240,136, an increase 
of 30 per cent. ; power, 116,839,147, an increase of 46°71 per cent. ; 
and traction, 4,706,865, an increase of 12:8 per oent. The ability of 
the department to meet unpreoedented demands for power haa 
been seriously in question upon several occasions during the year, 
owing to non-delivery of plant long overdue Recent contra ota 
placed in Great Britain amount to £504,026, and in the U.S.A. to 
676,792 gold dollars. 


Sonthampton.—SuPPLvy TO ItcHEN.—In a report to the 
Town Council upon the question of supplying electricity to 
Itchen, the electrical engineer states that it will be necessary to 
dredge & trench across the river in which the cables will be laid, 
the trench afterwards being filled in naturally by the silt. The 
estimated cost of the supply is £25,000, and it is recommended that 
the scheme be proceeded with as soon as a sufficient number of 
residents in Itchen signify their desire to take a supply. 


Swansea.—CLosrNG or Dock.—The Swansea Harbour 
Trustees have written to the Corporation intimating that unless 
the Corporation contributes to the establishment and other charges 
incurred by the North Dock, this dock will be closed, as the reduced 
state of the traffic dealt with does not justify its being kept open. 
The Corporation derives its water for condensing purposes from 
this dock, but the Electricity Committee points out that as much 
water is returned as is taken out, and it costs the Trustees nothing. 
The Trustees’ request is therefore considered preposterous. 


Wallasey.— BREAKDOWNS.—Last week there were three 
more electricity failures at Wallasey, resulting in the stoppage of the 
electrio tramway service, once on Wednesday and twice on Thurs- 
day. The explanations given for the stoppages are—a faulty 
boiler tube, shortage of oil, and the poor quality of the fuel. 


Wolverhampton.—ALTERATIONS, &c.— The Electricity 
Committee has authorised the electrical engineer to carry out by 
direct labour certain alterations to the building in Commercial 
Road, previously used as a store, in order to convert it into a sub- 
station to contain the seven large transformer units required to 
give a bulk supply to the Midland Electric Corporation, Ltd., and 
tbe Cannock Urban District Council, at an estimated oost of 4187. 
In order to give a supply of electricity to the 225 houses to be 
erected at Parkfield Road, under the Housing Scheme for the 
Borough, and also to provide for the lighting of the streets in this 
district, authority was given for the laying of the necessary mains, 
&c., at an estimated cost of £3,203. 


Worksop.— ELECTRICITY FOR WATERWORKS.—It has 


been decided to install electric motors in the place of the existing 
steam engines to drive the pumps at the waterworks. 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Barrow.—Loan.—Application is being made by the 
Town Council for sanction to borrow £16,000 for additional car 
accommodation, including the purchase of land, &. New points 
and crossings are being purchased at a cost of £2,800. 


Cardiff.—Prorosep Fars Revision.—Owing to the 
losses incurred by the tramway undertaking, the City Council is 
considering the revision of fares at a special meeting. 


Chadderton.— APPLICATION FOR Time ExTENSION.—The 
Urban District Council has agreed to join in a memorial to the 
Ministry of Transport, asking for an extension of two years in the 
time for the proposed extension of the tramways to the Butler 
Green district. 


Continental, — BrnLaruw. — The Société Bruxelloise 
d'Electrici*ó is in negotiation with the Belgian State Railway 
authorities with reference to the supply of the neoessary power for 
the part of the Brussels-Antwerp Railway which is being 
electrified. 

SPAIN.—A concession has been granted to the Sociedad-Anonima 
Tranvia Central de Asturias for an electric line from Oviedo to 
Posada de Llanesa, aud an electric tramway system at Oviedo.— 
Reuter'$ Trade Service (Madrid). 

Hallfax.— TRACK RENEWALS APPROVED.—At the Town 
Council meeting, last week, it was reported that the Ministry of 
Transport had sanctioned the doubling of the tramway track 
between Holly Bank Road and Thornhill Rod, and the meeting 
approved the action of the chairman and deputy cha'rman of the 
Committee in authorising the work to proceed day and night in 
order to provide work for the unemployed. 


Hull.—0OlL FuEL.—The general manager and engineer 


of the Oorporation tramways gives some interesting information 
regarding the use of oil fuel in an article contributed to the 
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Tramway and Railway World, A sufficient number of boilers to 
take the whole of the tramway load was equipped with gravity-fed 
burners with oil jets, arranged in the centre of tteam jets. 
The oil used is Mexican residual with a specific gravity of '987, 
and a calorific value of 18.750 B.th.u. per ton—the cost is £5 58. 
per ton. A fortnight's working gave the following results, which 
are compared with the resulta from the use of ooal. Oil fuel :— 
232 tona ; units generated, 238,865; lb. of fuel per unit generated, 
2:117; cost of fuel per unit generated, 1:223d. For o081:—384 
tons; unite generated, 238,855 ; Ib. of fuel per unit generated, 36; 
total cost per unit generated (coal only), '860d. The cost of oon- 
verting four boilers was £300. 


Jamalca.—RALLwWAT ELECTRIFICATION DEFRRRED.— 
The Kingston correspondent of Zhe Times Trade Supplement atates 
that the scheme for the electrification of the Jamaica Railway has 
been shelved owing to the question of cost. It would involve an 
expenditure of £2,000,000, and this, the Governor has informed the 
Legislature, is bayond the resources of the colony. The Council 
has sanctioned the further relaying of the Jamaica Railway, to 
enable sarveys to be carried out in areas where the inhabitants are 
pressing for railway extension and bridge construction, The 
surveys will embrace at least four sections of the island. 


Leeds,—YeAR’s WOBRKNd.— The accounts of the Cor- 
poration tramway department for the year ended March 31st last 
show a total revenue from all sources of £995.636, as compared 
with £876,526 for 1919-20. Working expenses totalled £729,386, 
as against £606,317, leaving a gross profit of £266,251, a slight 
decrease on the previous year's figure—& 270,179. After crediting 
bank interest, &c., and deducting loan interest and other capital 
charges, the result was a net profit of £6,580, a considerable fall 
from the profit of £83 757 realised in the previous year. This was 
occasioned chiefly by the heavy expenditure upon track renewals, 
which amounted to over £100,000. The number of car-miles run 
showed an inorease of 2:98 per oent., being 10,176,874. 


London. — AN UNDERGROUND SroPPAGE.—With the 
exception of the Central London Railway, the whole of London's 
underground railway services were held up on the evening of 
June 18th for half-an-hour. A shortage of steam occurred at 
6.25 p.m. at the Lots Road power station, Chelsea, and this caused 
the power to fail. Many trains were stranded in the tunnels. By 
6.55 p.m. the pressure was restored. The loss of pressure was 
understood to be due to the indifferent quality of the coal in use at 
the generating station. Ten of the 50 boi.ers generally working at 
Lots Road have been adapted to burn oil fuel, but these, it was 
reported, were not responsible for the delay.— The Times. 

OIL FUEL AT GBE&ENWIOu.—]t is stated that two boilers have 
been equipped for burning oil fuel, and that two others are in 
process of conversion at the L. C. C. 6 Greenwich power station. 
The total estimated oost, including pipe-lines, is £4,200. 


Sunderland. —New Cars.—The Corporation has pur- 
chased 12 saloon-deck and vestibule tramcars from the English 
Electric Co., Ltd, Preston. It is 14 years since the Tramways 
Committes bought any cars, so that these cars represent a con- 
siderable advance on anything that the town possesses, Two of 
the vehicles were put into servic3 last week, ana the remaining 10 
wil appear in a short time. These cars are fitted up with front 
exits, and a number of other cars are being arranged similarly, the 
authorities considering this a distinct advantage over the old types. 


Westmorland.—Psorosep Mountain Rarway.—The 
County Councils of Westmorland and Cumberland have received 
from Mountain Railways, Ltd., proposals for the construction of 
an electric railway from Ambleside to Keswick—a distance of 164 
miles The estimated cost of the scheme is £150,000, and it is 
proposed to make the line of standard gauge, to enable the trains to 
run in oonjunction with the London and North-Western system. 
A great deal of opposition has been incurred by the proposals. 


Wolverhampton. — FARE Reviston.—On March 14th the 
Town Council decided to apply to the Minister of Transport for an 
order modifying the statutory provision regulating the charges to 
be made for passengers on the Corporation tramways. An interim 
order has been issued enabling the Corporation to charge—for the 
oonveyanoe of passengers other than artisans, merchants, and daily 
labourers—fares not exoeeding lid. per mile, or portion thereof, 
and for the conveyanoe of artisans, mechanics, and daily labourers' 
fares not exoeeding ld. per mile, or portion thereof, 


a 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Cable Interruptlons.— The earth tremors which were 
recently experienced in the Sydney, N.S.W., suburbs, ocourred again 
on June 17th. By a singular coincidence, and the second time within 
the past few days, the Eastern Extension Telegraph Co.'s cable 
service has been seriously interrupted. In response to inquiries on 
the subject, one of the company’s officials said that the seriousness 
of the breakdown teemed almost to suggest the occurrence of a 
" submarine earthquake,” all the company's Red Sea lines having 
suffered.— Jleuter's Trade Service (Sydney, N. S. W.). 


Russia.—TELEGRAPH SERVICE TO BE REOPENED.— 
The Copenhagen correspondent of the Morning Poet states that at the 
Great Northern Telegraph Co.'s general meetiag it was stated that 


negotiations concerning the reopening of the Russian cable 
service will soon be completed. The P station, of which 
all the instruments are intact, will then be reopened, and the 
stations served by the Russian land lines via Irkutak and Vladi- 
vostock will be able to communicate with Europe ani Eastern Asia. 


The Post Office.—Apvr&oRY CoxwwrrrEz.—The Post 
Office Business Advisory Committee met on June 15th, for 
the first time, when the Postmaster-General (Mr. Kellaway) 
took the chair, and 17 out of 19 members were present. 
Members of the Committee were told & good deal about the 
administration of the Post Office, and there was an informal 
discussion on general matters, especially telephones and telegrapbs. 
The Committee, which Will meet again shortly to plan ita scheme 
Of work, has been instituted to advise the Postmaster-General on 
the steps to be taken to give an efficient service at less than the 
present rates. 


U.S.A.— TELEGRAPHIO EnRORS.— The contentions of the 
Western Union Telegraph Co., that it cannot be held liable for 
damages caused through errors in transmitting messages while its 
lines were under Government control, have been upheld by the 
Supreme Court, and a decision of the South Carolina Uourts 
awarding damages to Mr. S. B. Poston, a cotton dealer, on this 
ground was reversed.— Manchester Guardian, 


beane a 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The date given in parentheses at the end of the paragraph indiostes 
the issue of the ELEOTRIOAL REVIEW in which the "Official 
Notios appeared.) 


OPEN. 


Aldershot.—July 2nd. Urban District Council. Elec- 
tric light wiring, Park housing scheme. F. Garside, electrical 
engineer. 

July 65th. Urban District Council. Electricity Department. 
E.h.p. switchgear; lp., d.c. switchboard, rotary converters and 
starting gear. (See this issue.) 


Australia, — MELBOURNE. — August 10th. Victorian 
Railways. 250 ocore-type impedance bonus for power eig- 
nalling, with a capacity of 1,000 amperes per rail; also 50 
miles of solid insulated copper wire, No. 14 Brown & Sharpe 
gauge, and 50 miles of solid insulated copper wire, 16 standard 


gauge. 

July 27th. Victorian Railways. Incandescent lamps for elec 
trio car lighting: 24,000 metal filament, 46 W, 116 V; 4,000 carbon 
filament, 32 W, 140 V. 5h. p. electric motor, controller and 
resistances, or, alternatively, 5-h.p. electric motor and equipment.* 

August 17th. 3,000 sets of renewals for caustio soda primary 
cells, 

August 30th. Board of Works. Four electrical centrifugal 
pumps, each with a capacity of twelve million gallons daily. 

September 7th. Victorian Railways. Sixteen sets of air-brake 
equipment, 450 to 600 V, d.c., for single-deok tramoars.— Reuter's 
Trade Service (Melbourne). 

SHIRE OT HAMPDEN (VICTORIA).—August 17th. Boiler- house 
plant, steam-driven electricity generators, transformers, meters, 
switchgear, cables, poles. Specifications from Mr. H. C. Ingleton, 
Shire Hall, Camperdown, Vivtoria.—TZenders. 


Ediaburgh.—July 1h. Electricity Supply Depart- 
ment. H. p. steam pipes and valves. Specification 83, (June 17th.) 


Glasgow.—June 27th. Electric lighting work at the 
extension to the administrative building at Lightburn Hospital, 
near Shettleston. Mr. Jas. A. McCallum, Olerk to the Committee, 
15, West George Street, Glasgow. 


Liverpool.—June 25th. Electric supplies for the West 
Derby Board of Guardians. H. P. Oleaver, Olerk, Brougham 
Terrace. 


London.—L.C.C. July 11th. Supply and laying h.p. 
electric cables, &o. (See this issue.) 
L.0.0.—July 11th. One 8,000-kW steam turbo-alternator and 
exciter, condensing plant, &o.; ssven 1,000-kW rotary converters, 
static transformers and acoessories. (June 10th.) 


Manchester.—J une 28th. Electricity Committee. Sapply 
of cable requirements during six months ending December 31st, 
1921, Mr. F. E Hughes, Seoretary, Eleotricity Department, Town 
Hall, Man- ^ster. 

June 28:n. Electricity Dapartment. 27,000 yards weldless- 
steel spigot and socket tubes. (June 17th.) 


New Zealand. — WELLINGTON.— August 9th. Public 


Works Department. Suspension-type porcelain insulators for the 
Waikato power scheme.“ 


Rhyl—July 9th. Urban District Council. Electricity 
Department. 1,000 yd. 3 x 3 x 15 Lp. oable, 1-5-way feeder 
billar switchboard panel and gear. (Seo this issue.) 
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South Africa.—July 5th. Electrification of Capetown- 
Simonstown and Durban-Maritzburg railway lines. 

TRANSVAAL.—Rand Water Board. September 9th. Erection 
of a complete installation of mechanical or other filters capable 
of filtering 5} million gallons of water per 24 hours at the 
Vereeniging main pumping Station (Contract No. 232). Copies of 
the contract documents may be obtained from the Chief Engineer, 
Rand Water Board, Johannesburg, upon a deposit of three guineas.* 


BABBERTON.—July 29th. Municipal Council. Plant in connec- 
tion with the proposed scheme for the supply of electricity :—Two 
steam boilers, two 75-kW steam-driven alternators, switchboard, and 
instruments, steel chimney piping, feed pumps. cables, &o., steel 
poles, conductors, Ko., transformers, bouse service meters, &o. 
Specifications, £2 2s., from Prof. W. Buchanan, 75, Louis Botha 
Avenue, Johannesburg. 


Uruguay.—MoNTE VipEo.—August 18th. State Elec- 
tricity Works. Steel petroleum tank, Worthington duplex steam 
pump for oil, 250 metres steel tubing.* 


September 3rd. The Commercial Secretary to His Majesty's 
Legation at Monte Video reports by cable to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, that the local authorities are advertising for 
tenders for the supply of 59.250 metallic-filament lamps of assorted 
sizes, from 10 to 300 0. p., 225 volts, which are required by the State 
Power House. 


* A of the speciflcation, &c., can be consulted at the Depart- 
ment of Trade, 35. Old Queen Street, S. W. I. 


CLOSED. 


Aldershot. Urban District Council :— 


Single-wire armoured cable, for bulk supply of electri _ 
Callender's Cable and Construction Co. Lid. CHEESE 


Australla;—The Victorian Electricity Commission has 
acxepted Messrs. Baboock & Wilcox's tender of £178,000 for the 


complete installation of boiler plant at the Newport power house. 


It is expected that a substantial portion of the tender money will 
be expended locally.— Reuter’s Trade Service (Melbourne). z 


Ayr.—Town Council. Electric light installation, 40 
houses, G. Gillanders, Glasgow. 


Baraes.— Fire Brigade and Lighting Committee. Recom- 


mended :— 
Twelve months' supply current limiters.—Electric Utilities, Ltd. 


have received the contracts for electrical installations for the Park 
Road Congregational Church and Schools at Aston, and the 
Wesleyan Methodist Church and Schools, at Smethwick. | 


Glasgow.—Electricity Committee: 

Cables for 12 months.—Callender's Cable & Construction Co., Ltd, ; Enfield 
Ediswan Cable Works, Ltd.; W. T. Gl & Co. ni 
Eieorri Ce Lia. n over Co., Ltd. ; General 

Meters for 12 months. Edison Swan Electric Co., Ltd.; Ferranti - 
Chamberlain & Hookham; Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co. "ds : 

Crane and grab for the Dalmarnock power station, £1,061.—W. Morgan 
&nd Co., Ltd. 

a overhead „ erence: £1,510.—Sir W. Arrol & Co., Ltd. 

tary converters.—British Thomson-Houston Co. (£9,300 
Electrio Co., Ltd. (£9,074), each for one set. e DIM 
Transformers, £1,656.—Metropolitan-Vickers Eleotrical Co., Ltd. 


Town Council. Accepted :— 
Biectrical work in conneótion with the Municipal Buildings, £6,911.— 


Johnston, Park & Co. 
Electric lighting at Knightswood Hospltal.—W. O. Martin & Co., Ltd. 


Gravesend.—A contract for the electrical work in con- 


nection with the Gravesend Borough Council honsing scheme 
(King's Farm Estate) has been received by the Sturdy Electrical Co. 


London. — HammersmitH. — Electricity Committee. 
Recommended :— 


Relarg 5 coal bunkers with reinforced concrete, EI, 150.— Griggs 
See framer for tne foundations Jor tie nist IOLE W generatin 
£475.—Bandera & Foster, Ltd. i g set, 
Concrete foundations for the 10,000-kW set, £1,150.—J. Dorey & Co., Ltd. 
Circulating water pipes and supports in connection with ihe condensing 
Stone NEWINGTON.—Electric Lighting Committee. Reoom- 
men — 


H. p. and l.p. switchboards, £4,976.—General Electric Co., Ltd. 
Extra cubicle accommodation, £116.—General Electric Co., Ltd. 
Cables (various sizes).— W. T, Henley's Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. 


Kilmarnock.—Town Council :— 
9 for extensions to tramcar sheds, £549.—Redpath, Brown and 


St. Boswells.— The contract for installing electric light 
and power at Eildon Hall, 8t. Boswells, for the Duke of Buccleuch, 
has been secured by Messrs. Lowdon, Bros. & Co. The power is to 
be developed by a water turbine. 


Taunton.—Town Council. 


- Anglo-American Oil Co., Ltd.—600 tons of standard fuel oil, for the elec- 
tricity works, £5 bs. per ton, 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Physical Society of London.—Friday, June Mth. At the I 
of Science, South Kensington. Ate pm. Ordinary idee" Fe CMT 


Electrical Trades' Benevolent Institution.—Monday, June27th ; at 2.80 p.m 
x a took „ „ Sardinia House, Sardinia Bur cet, 

.O. rmatory meeting of alteration to rules 
to local advisory committees. e 


Institution of Civil Engineers. June 28th, 29th, 80th, and July Ist. At the 
Institution of Civil Engineers, Great George Street, Westminster. Engi- 
neering Conference. 


tution of Electrical Engineers. — Thursday, June 80th. At the 
Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, S. W. From 8.80 p.m. to 11 p.m. 
Conversazione. 


Institution of Mechanical Engineers.—Thursday, June 80th ; at 10.15 a.m. 
Friday, July 18s; at 10.30 a.m. At the Institution, Stcrey’s Gate, S.W. 
London Summer Meeting. Conference on '' The Means of Increasing the 
Thermal Efficiency of Heat Power Plants.” 


NOTES. 


Summer Time.—A Bill to make permanent the yearly 
introduction of "Summer Time,” which at present is legalised 
under regulations which were introduced during the war period, 
has been introduced in Pariiament by Bir John Baird, the Under 
Secretary of the Home Office. 


Fatality.—An inquest was held at Dewsbury, last week, 
on the body of Ernest Holroyd Priestley (24), foreman station 
electrician at the Thornhill power station of the Yorkshire Electric 
Power Co, Ltd. While examining the rear of the operating 
mechanism on the top of some h.p. switchgear he received a shock 
at 10, 000 volta. Mr. Benjamin Benyon, charge engineer, said 
deceased had been instructed that only one section of the switch- 
board was dead, and he should not have entered the cubicle 
where he received the shock. 


The Electrical Trades Benevolent Institution.—The 
general meeung to oontirm the alterations of the ruies which 
were passed at the annual genera: meeting, wii] be heid at the 
Cabie Makers’ Assoc.stion’s Ottices, Narainia House, Sardinia 
Street, W. U. 2, on Monday, 27th 1nat., at 2.3U p.m. ' 


A Municipal Vehicle Demonstration.—The annual con- 
ference of the Institution of Municipal and County Engineers, 
of which Mr. Norman Scorgie, M. Inst. C. E., borough engineer 
and surveyor, Hackney, is president-elect, was held in London 
from June loth to 18th inclusive, and in conjunction there- 
with a demonstration of mechanically-propelled vehicles, &c.. 
used in municipal work was arranged by Mr. E. F. Spurrell, 
borough engineer, Holborn, and hon. sec. of the Institution 
for the Metropolitan district, took place in Lincoln's Inn 
Fields, W.C., on the afternoon of June 16th. 

The vehicles on view were operated to facilitate inspection 
by the visitors, and although the major portion of the exhibits 
was of a non-electrical nature, the exhibition was nevertheless 
of value. not only to municipal men, but to the general public. 
Members and visitors were invited to inspect two improv 
electric lamps which are located on the north side of High 
Holborn, east of Kingsway and opposite the Holborn tu 
station. The lamps, which are manufactured by the General 
Electric Co., Ltd., for street lighting purposes, give a very 
even distribution of light, and embody Mr. H. T. Harrison's 
patent which has been described in our pages. 

The electric vehicles exhibited numbered five including 
one of Messrs. Tilling-Stevens's well-known petrol-e ectric type. 
This was fitted with an end-tipping body operated by the 
electric motor which normally drives the vehicle, and the 
tipping gear is automatically controlled. 

‘he General Vehicle Co., Ltd., had on view a 2-ton vehicle 
fitted with a side-tipping body, as used by the Bath Corpora- 
tion, and Agricultural and General Engineers, Ltd., showed 
a Garrett 24-ton vehicle with an electrically-operated end-tip- 
ping body. as used in the borough of Hampstead. The tipping 
is done by means of a separate motor placed under the driver's 
seat, and is automatically controlled. The vehicle will travel 
a distance of approximately 35 miles on a good level road 
on one charge of the battery, and the main controller 18 
interlocked with the brake levers. 

The Orwell electric dust van exhibited by the Hackney 
Borough Council was one of the four vehicles fitted with side- 
tipping gear supplied by Messrs. Ransomes, Sims & Jefferies, 
Ltd., two of 34 and two of 2 tons capacity, which are engaged 
in house refuse collection in connection with an experiment 
which is being made of a daily collection from certain areas 
in the borough. 

Finally, Messrs. Electricars, Ltd., had on view a 15-cwt. 
vehicle, the propelling energy for which is derived from a 
300-Ah Edison battery. The body is end tipped electrically, 
and an outrigged motor drives each of the rear wheels through 
a shaft. The main controller is fitted with a sprimg so that 
the make-and-break action is speeded up, thus doing away 
with the burning which usually occurs on the first and second 
notches. | 

All the electric vehicles shown were more or less of standard 
types, and the newest thing noticed was the Tilling-Steveng 


body-tipping gear. 
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. Appointments Vacant.— Electrical power station super- 
intendent (Hs. 525 per calendar month), for the East Indian 
Railway Co. ; chief engineer and manager for the Ipswich Corpora- 
tion Electric Supply and Tramways (£900, rising to £1,200 by 
annual increments of £50). See our advertisement pages to-day. 


The Radiation Resistance of Antennæ.—In a com- 
munication to the Journal of tbe Institution of Electrical 
Engineers, by A. Press, M.LE.E., the loss of energy by electro- 
magnetic radiation, quite apart from absorption effecta, is likened 
to a compound hysteresis loss, This is because both the electric 
field and the magnetic field absorb energy from the system, but the 
quantum of energy returned is rather less than that taken up to 
charge the respective fields. After developing the mathematics for 
elliptical hysteresis, the antenna is treated as a transmission line 
loaded hysteretically because of radiation effects. The true voltage 
and current distribution values as a function of the antenna length 
then follow. As a result of this analysis the trough in the 
antenna resistance characteristic as a function of the impressed 
frequency is explained. The rising branch is to be ascribed to 
the capacitative radiation, quite apart from pure absorption effects. 
The falling branch is then eeen to be due to the magnetic com- 
ponent of radiation. The minimum in the characteristic curve 
corresponds to the radiation condition in which the capacitative 
equal the magnetic hysteresis effects. The hysteresis constants 
per unit of length as obtained from the graphs are then to be 
made the means of comparing different antenna systems, 


Telephones ia Western Canada.— The telephone is 
considered an essential utility of Western Canadian life to 
such an extent that one telephone to every nine persons is 
found west of the Great Lakes, and telephone construction, 
both line and exchange, planned for the immediate future, 
18 as large as, if not larger than, for any previous period. ‘The 
business of telephony in this area is permanent and expanding. 
and offers a profitable field to manufacturers of instruments, 
exchange equipment, and line supplies. To a considerable 
extent the rapid progress of Western Canada has been aided 
by remarkably efficient telephone services. Western Canada 
is a country of long distances and relatively sparse settlement, 
and the telephone enables the farmer, many miles from town, 
to transact business with the facility of the city broker. Thus 
the rural telephone is installed in many far-away homes; of 
the total of 272.495 telephones in Western Canada, approxi- 
mately 90,000 are rural. 

The principal American and Canadian manufacturing com- 
panies are closely associated with the telephone operating 
Bervices in Eastern Canada and British Columbia, and natur- 
ally supply the material used in those services, but the con- 
struction, ownership, and operation of the service in the 
three prairie provinces (Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta) 
are almost entirely Governmental. These three Government 
telephone departments are the principal free purchasing agents 
in Canada, and although they have had, in the past, of 
necessity to obtain much of their equipment from manufac- 
turing companies connected with the privately-owned services, 
they have expressed. in no uncertain terms, their desire for 
new sources of supply and, in particular, look to the United 
Kingdom. H.M. Trade Commissioner at Winnipeg (Mr. L. B. 
Beale) has prepared a detailed report on the telephone services 
of Western Canada, from which the above has been extracted. 
The report, which shows the annual amount of business in 
telephone material available, and the chances of United King- 
dom manufacturers and merchants of securing this business, 
should be applied for at the Department of Overseas Trade, 
85, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1, quoting 4504 ED/PN.— 
Board of Trade Journal. 


INSTITUTION NOTES, 


Institution of Electrical Engineers. — VISIT or AMERICAN 
ENGINEERS.—In connection with the Engineering Conference 
convened by the Institntion of Civil Engineers for next week, a 
deputation of distinguished engineers from the United States is 
visiting this country. 

The opportunity will be taken to present the John Fritz gold 
medal to Sir Robert Hadfield, to whom it was awarded for his 
invention of manganese ateel; the ceremony will take place on 
Wednesday morning at 10 a.m. 

The deputation will be present at the Institution conver- 
sazione, to be held on June 30th. It consists of :— Mr. 
Ambrose Swasey (chairman), Mesars. Charles T. Main, Robert 
A. Cummings, John R, Freeman, and D. C. Henny (American 
Society of Civil Engineers), Messrs. Ira N. Hollis and Jesse M. 
Smith (American Society of Mechanical Engineers). Colonel 
Arthur S. Dwight, Mr. C. F. Rand, Dr. George Otis Smith, and 
Mr. W. Kelly (American Institute of Mining and Metalluraical 
Engineers), Dr. F. B. Jewett, Dr. A. E. Kennelly, and Major- 
General G. O. Squier (American Institute of Electrical Engineers), 
and six ladies, 

About 10 p.m. Mr. Ambrose Swasey will speak in the Central 
Hall of the Museum, and he will be followed by Dr. F. B. Jewett, 
who will convey a message from the American Institute of Eleo- 
trical Engineers to the Institution of Electrical Engineers. 


Institution of Production Engineers.—A general meeting of the 
Institution will be held at the Institution of Mechanical Engineers, 
Storey's Gate, 8.W.1, on Friday, July 15th, at 7.30 p.m., when all 
who are interested in matters appertaining to production are 
invited to attend. 

At this meeting, Mr. Max R. Lawrence, M.I.M.E., M. L A. E., will 
deliver a paper on ‘‘ Production and the Engineer.” 

The proposed activities of the Institution during the coming 
winter session will be outlined, and announcements will be made 
with regard to the eleot ion of various grades of members. 


OUR PERSONAL COLUMN. 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
technical or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of the 
ELECTBIOAL REVIEW posted as to their movements. 


MR L. W. WILD, M. I. E. E., physicist to Automatic and Electric 
Furnaces, Ltd., sailed on the Olympic on 15th inst., for New York, 
where, by arrangement with leading manufacturers, he will give 
practice! demonstrations of Wild-Barfield automatic steel hardening 

urnaces. 

MR. G. H. Purkiss, assistant superintendent of the traffic 
department of the Southend-on-Sea Corporation Tramways, who 
has resigned, after being for 16 years on the staff, has been 
presented by his colleagues with a canteen of cutlery and silver. 

A bonus of £100 per year is to be granted to Fleetwood's eleo- 
trical engineer in respect of the period, January, 1921, to March, 
1922. 

Dover Town Council has decided to offer the following reduced 
salaries to members of the electricity works staff :—Chief assistant 
(1914 salary, £200; 1920 salary, £538 and cost-of-living award), 
£400; mains engineer (£200 and £427), £300; senior shift 
engineer (£100 and £293), £236 ; second and third shift engineers 
(£94 and £287 and £78 and £287 respectively), £231 ; with the 


‘cost-of-living award. These officials are to be given notice to termi- 


nate their engagements, with the option of reappointment at the 
reduced salaries. 

Hammersmith Borough Council Electricity Committee has 
appointed Mr. J. A. WEST to the position of engineer-in-charge, at 
£412 + cost-of-living bonus, at present £26; there were 90 


‘applicants. 


Mr. HERBERT TETLOW, manager of the electricity department 
of the Bacup Corporation, was married last week to Mise Edith 
Holland, of Heywood. 


A Press report states that MR. VIOoroR Bong, who has been joint 
managing director to Messrs. Ransomes, Sims & Jefferies during 
the last four years, will, in the course of a few months, be leaving 
Ipswich for Lincoln, taking up the position of works director on 
the board of the associated firms of Ruston & Hornsby, Ltd. The 
vacancy has arisen through the retirement of MR. ALEXANDER 
RAMSAY, on his appointment to the post of permanent chairman of 
the Birmingham and District Engineering Employers' Federation. 
Mr. Bone's successor at the Orwell Works will be MR. FRANK 
AYTON, chief engineer and manager of the Ipswich Corporation 
Electric Supply and Tramways Departments. 

Pror. T. MATHER, Professor of Electrical Engineering at the 
City and Guilds (Engineering) College, Imperial College of 
Science and Technology, has been appointed for this session as 
external examiner in Electrical Engineering for the diploma 
examinations of the Bradford Teohnical College. 


Mr. G. H. RowBoTTOM has been appointed sales manager to the 
Clyde Valley Electrical Power Co. in succession to the late Mr. R. 
Robertson, and he will take up his duties on July let. Mr. 
Rowbottom completed his studies at St. Andrew's University, 
where he obtained his B.Sc. Degree, and was Medallist in Eleo- 
trical Engineering. He served his apprenticeship with Messrs. 
Alley & McLellan, Polmadie, and for many years has been 
associated with Messrs. Crompton & Co., Ltd., Chelmsford, on both 
their engineering and commercial staffs, latterly being assistant 
branch manager in their Glasgow Office, 

At the conclusion of the last “discourse” of the session at the 
Royal Institution, saya Zhe Times, the Duke of Northumbertand 
presented a gold loving cup to SIR JAMES and LADY DEWAR, a 
gift from the members on the occasion of their golden wedding. 

Mr. C. N. WILLIAMSON is on a visit to this country in connection 
with the interests of his firm (C. N. Williamson & Oo., electrical 
merchants, Auckland, New Zealand), for whom he is arranging 
agencies for British manufacturers. His address is 63, Beech Road, 
Stockport. 


Obituary.— MR. R. G. KNiaut.—The death took place, on June 
12th, of Mr. Richard George Knight, who was in business as an 
electrical engineer at 11, Sundridge Parade, Bromley (Kent). He 
was 61 years of age. . 

Si& T. WRIGHTSON.—We regret to announce that Sir Thomas 
Wrightson, of Head, Wrightson & Co., Ltd., passed away on 
Saturday last at the age of 82 years. He was a director of the 
North-Eastern Steel Co., Ltd., and chairman of a colliery company, 
He early served his articles as an engineer. In later life he devoted 
himeelf to public affairs and to political matters. His business 
activity, however, did not prevent him from devoting a great deal 
of time to the science of acoustics, in which he had the of 
Lord Kelvin, and of which he made a lergthy investigation in 
amociation with Prof, Arthur Keith. 
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NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Thermics, Ltd. (175,200).—Private company. Regis- 
tered June 14th. Capital, £200 in £1 shares (100 A and 100 B). To 
carry on the business of electrical, mechanical, chemical, heating, ventilating, 
gas, hydraulic, water, and general engineers, chemists, steel converters, tin, 
copper and general smiths &c. The permanent directors are: W. W. Nobbs, 
50, Fairhazel Gardens, West Hampstead, N.W.6; S. Evling, 29, Hartswood 
Road, Shepherd's Bush, W.; A. B. C. Licence, 56, Western Road, Romford, 
Essex; P. A. Lothbury (formerly P. A. Laubach), 3, Dennington Park Road, 
West Hampstead, N.W.6. Registered office: 2, Falcon Square, Aldersgate 
Street, E.C. 


Anglo-Persian Development Syndicate, Ltd. (175,207).— 
Private company. Registered June 15th. Capital, £300 in £l shares (100 
founders). To acquire from the Government of Persia or other Governments 
concessions, grants, decrees, rights, powers and privileges; to carry on the 
business of a waterworks, electric light and gas works company in Persia, 
&c. The subscribers (cach with one share) are. E. J. White, Lismore, Rock- 
leigh Avenue, Westcliff-on-Sea, clerk; G. Parker, 52, Yerbury Road, 
Tufnell Park, N., clerk. The first directors are to be appointed by the sub- 
scribers. Solicitor: H. R. Turner, Kennan's House, Crown Court, Cheapside, 


E.C. 


Alfred H. Hughes & Co., Ltd. (175,228).—Private com- 
pany. Registered June 16th. Capital, £20,000 in £1 shares (6,000 10 per 
cent. cumulative preference). lo take over the business carried on at 
39, 39a and 41, International Exchange, Church Street, Birmingham, as 
Alfred H. Hughes & Co., and to carry on the business of manufacturers 
and repairers of and dealers in gas controllers and gas engines of all kinds, 
mechanical, electrical and general engincers, &c. The first directors are: 
A. H. Hughes, The Mount, Berkswell, Warwick; T. Wallis, One Ash, Ketter- 
ing; R. A. Boucher-Giles, Rock Mount, Wolverley, Kidderminster; A. C. 
Brown, no address given; E. F. Wallis, no address given. Secretary: F. A. 
Hughes. Registered office: 39a, International Exchange, Church Street, Bir- 
mingham. 


Heath & Serena, Ltd. (175,217).—Private company. Re 
gistered June 15th. Capital, £2,000 in £1 shares. To carry on the business 
of electrical and mechanical engineers, iron, steel and metal merchants, 
manufacturers of and dealers in motor and steam engines, motor cars, &c. 
The subscribers (each with one share) are: G. E. Heath, 8, Oakleigh Gardens, 
Whetstone, N.20, engineer; R. Serena, 29, St. James Street, S.W., director of 
limited company. The first directors are not named. Solicitor: L. Goldberg, 
23, West Street, Finsbury Circus, E.C. 


Price’s Electrical Supplies, Ltd. (175,260).—Private com- 
pany. Registered June 17th. Capital, £3,000 in £1 shares. To carry on the 
business of manufacturers of and dealers in goods, instruments, devices, 
appliances, apparatus, and fittings used in the manufacture, generation, dis- 
tribution, accumulation, and employment of electricity or gas, water, heating, 
lighting, motor oil, mechanical, steam, and other power, &c. The first 
directors are: W. H. Price, Woodlands, Little Aston, Aldridge, Staffs; W. F. 
Cox, Heathcote, Court Lane, Erdington, Birmingham. Secretary: W. F. 
Cox. Registered office: Calton House, Great Charles Street, Birmingham. 


Nazeing & District Electric Supply Co., Ltd. (175,258).— 
Private company. Registered June 17th. Capital, £7,000 in £l shares. To 
carry on the business indicated by the title. The permanent directors are: 
E. Grace, 366, High Road, Tottenham, N.17, electrical engineer; H. Rose, 
#6, High Road, Tottenham, wine merchant; W. B. Tweddill, 109, Bruce 
Grove, Tottenham, N.17, electrical engineer; E. Silver, 446, High Road, 
Tottenham, N. 17, haberdasher. Solicitor: J. Prag, Gray's Inn Chambers, 20, 
High Holborn, W.C. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
mM COMPANIES. 


Malaga Electricity Co., Ltd.—.£10,000 debentures created 
in April, 1897, and £14,417 debentures issued in February, 1898, are now 
first registered, pursuant to Section 12 of the Act of 1907. At the same 
time, satisfaction of the whole £24,417 and also of £20,321, debentures issued 
from January, 1902, to February, 1905 (being all the debentures previously 
registered) is notified. The repayment was by instalments from July, 1912, to 
December, 1920. 


C. F. Elwell, Ltd.— Mortgage debenture for £3,000, dated 
June 3rd, 1921, to secure £3,000, charged on freehoid factory, &c., at Camber- 
well (subject to prior charge for £2,500) and the company's general assets, 
including uncalled capital. Holders: Radio-Communication Co., Ltd. 


Balsera’s Patents, Ltd.—Particulars of £3,000 debentures 
authorised January 3lst and all issued June Ist, 1921, charged on the com- 
pany’s undertakings and property, present and future, including uncalled 
capital. . 


Barnsley and District Electric Traction Co., Ltd.—Parti- 
culars of £20,000 debentures authorised May 26th, 1921, whole amount issued, 
charged on the company's undertaking and property, present and future, in- 
cluding uncalled capital subject to trust deed dated April 8th, 1903, and 
acknowledgment of debt dated January 30th, 1908, securing £21,000 debenture 
stock. 


Alderley & Wilmslow Electric Supply, Ltd. (47,663).— 
Return dated May 11th, 1921. Capital, £30,000 in £1 shares (10,000 prefer. 
ence). 15.009 ordinary shares taken up. £10,009 paid. Mortgages and 
charges, £15,000. 


West London & Provincial Electric Supply Co., Ltd. 
(62,097).—Return dated June Ist, 1921. Capital, £150,000 in 70,000 ordinary 
and 80,000 preference shares of £1 each. 23,354 ordinary and 49.077 prefer- 
ence shares taken up. £1 per share called upon 15,854 ordinary and 41,577 
preference shares. £57,431 paid. £15,000 considered as paid on 7,500 ordinary 
and 7,500 preference shares. Mortgages and charges, nil. 


Aluminium Corporation, Ltd.—Particulars of £150,000 
debentures, authorised January 19th, 1921: present issue £100,000, charged on 
the company’s undertaking and property, present and future, including un- 
called capital. 


CITY NOTES. 


The annual meeting was held on June 


Callender's l6th, Sir J. Fortescue Flannery, Bt., M.P., 

Cable and in the chair. Proposing the adoption of the 

Construction report, the chairman said that the past year 
Co., Ltd. had aguin been one of exceptional pressure 


and ditticulty. The volume of business had 
been very large, and had taxed the resources of the company 
to the utmost. The new workshops for the manufacture of 
e.h.p. cables had been completed, and were already turn- 
ing out that type of cable which would be very largely 
employed in future for electrical power distribution. Further, 
they had taken over the workshops which were erected on 
their land for the purpose of manufacturing war material. 
The Picardy works had now been completely converted for 
the purpose of manufacturing ordinary telephone cable, such 
as was used by the General Post Office, and had been actively 
employed all the year, and the other shops would be utilised 
for more peaceful operations. They would have been unable 
to cope with the orders placed in their hands, even with the 
extensions, had they not successfully installed the three- 
shift system, which enabled the company to increase the 
output of the factory very materially. At the last meeting 
he told them that the amount of work which was in front 
of them rendered it probable that they would have to appeal 
for further capital. 'lhat appeal was made shortly after the 
meeting, and further capital, amounting to £500,000, com- 
prising 400.000 B preference shares of £1 each and 100,000 
ordinary shares of £1 each, was raised. Of course, they could 
not expect to handle their increasing business without some 
increase in the cost of running, and that was seen in the 
item of £137,276 for general expenditure. Their ordinary 
expenditure had been largely increased owing to the heavier 
salaries and wages and war bonuses which had been paid, 
and to the higher cost of every item which went to form 
their general charges. They had also felt it necessary to 
increase their activities. abroad, and the organisation of 
overseas trade was an operation which required much 
patience, time, and money. ‘The consequence was that, 
whilst they had made a greater profit, not so much 
as they hoped was left to them. Nevertheless, the profit 
was sufficient to pay the same dividend as in the previous 
year, viz., ló per cent., to deal effectively with the require- 
ments as to depreciation, and to add the balance of several 
thousand pounds to the carry forward. They would not be sur- 
prised to learn that the period had been one of constant strain, 
and of extreme difficulty at home and abroad. Towards the 
end of the year they began to feel the competition of other 
nations, whose currency had become depreciated, and whose 
workpeople had recognised the necessity to work hard, so as 
io restore the commercial and industrial prosperity of their 
country. That competition still remained severe, but as the 
trade of those countries improved, and their exports increased, 
the advantage they at present enjoyed in a depreciated cur- 
rency would tend to disappear. The relations between the 
company and its employés were excellent. That remark did 
not mean that there had been no labour troubles in the period, 
but rather that good sense on one aide and fair treatment 
on the other, had led to the conclusion of a settlement, which 
they believed would have excellent results. The managing 
director, Sir Tom Callender, paid & visit to Indis in the 
earlier part of this year. His visit had materially strengthened 
their position in that country. Their agents in Australia and 
South Africa had sent them large orders during the lod, 
and their recently-opened branch in South America had been 
eminently successful, and large contracts were in hand for 
that continent. Further developments were in progress. The 
business in the Near East was growing. but had been held 
up by the present unsettled condition and exchange dispari- 
ties. The works profit for the year, after deducting all charges 
on manufacturing account and contracts, was, in round figures, 
£381,120, or about £90,000 more than for the year 1919. The 
re-establishment of their foreign trade, as well as the heavy 
advances in salaries and other expenses at home, had absorbed 
a good deal of that profit and left them with £182,919. From 
that the directors had written off £30,800 as depreciation on 
property and furniture, and after paying debenture interest 
and preference dividends, they had a balance of £97,919. 
Adding to that the balance from 1919, £105,803, gave a total 
of £203,793. They were carrying forward £108,000, which 
was about £2,300 more than was brought in from 1919. With 
regard to the future, the output of the factories during the 
earlier months of this year exceeded the output for the same 
period of last year, but there had been a very grave and 
serious dislocation within the last few weeks. As a result 
of the dispute in the coal industry, they found themselves at 
Erith faced with the alternative of exhausting their stocks of 
fuel without any possibility of replenishing them, or else 
closing the works. After giving the matter full consideration 
they decided that the better course was to close the factory. 
Therefore, about the beginning of May they paid off the 
workpeople at Erith. and had since been employing only & 
nucleus staff. The effect of that could not fail to make itself 
felt in the results of the present year. although they were 
hoping that the good trade in the earlier part of the year, and 
the business which was awaiting them when they again re 
sumed operations, which they hoped to do immediately, would 
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compensate for any loss that was incurred owing to that 
unfortunate etoppage. lt was very evident, and it could not 
be repeated too often, that the prosperity of that company 
and of every other manufacturing company in this country, 
was vitally dependent upon the output and the reasonable 
certainty with which it could fulfil its obligations to its 
customers, and that the commercial prosperity of the nation 
must come to an end if they were liable to such stoppages, 
or had to consider them as a possible permanent feature in 
their business. Those frequent disputes with labour, even 
when they were not with their own people, but between 
employers and employed in other industries, had their ill- 
effect upon the general manufacturing industries of the 
country, and when it was remembered the large amount 
which they themselves annually paid in wages, which last 
year amounted to over £000,000, the workers must recognise 
that a -dispute of two months which deprived them of a 
material part of that sum in wages, involved them in a personal 
loss which could hardly be recovered during the year. "There 
was another burden which the companies of this country 
had to bear at the present time, and that was the pressure 
of taxation and the cost of local government. Limited com- 
panies, like themselves, who were large ratepayers, as such 
had no voice in the control of the area where works were 
situated, and yet contributed a very large sum to the cost of 
local government, a sum which was constantly increasing. 
In their case, they had paid in rates and taxes during the 
year 1920, a sum equivalent to a dividend of 15 per cent. 
on the ordinary share capital. That was a very heavy burden 
to bear, and one which handicapped them, especially in their 
foreign trade. 

Sir T. O. Callender, in seconding the motion, said that, as 
the chairman had stated, the past year had been one of 
intense anxiety and great difficulty. They had had to face 
many electrical problems, including new types of cable work. 
and they had got through those difficulties successfully be- 
cause they took in hand early in the day the construction 
of their e.h.p. cable works. That new branch of the factory 
had been of the greatest service to them. ‘They were looking 
forward to a great increase of business in that type of cable. 
They had large orders in hand which would keep them busy 
for some time, and although the coal strike had make a big 
hole in their output, they were hoping to make good that 
deficiency during the months that were to come. When 
trade was reasonably good, and when commerce once more 
got back into its ordinary run, there was no question that 
very large electrical works would have to be overtaken, and 
the advent of the new period under the Electricity Commis- 
sioners would bring to them and other cable makers large 
contracts. With regard to their foreign work, for the present 
at least they had been compelled to close their books. That 
was a disappointment to them, because immediately after the 
war they had spent a good deal of money and time in securing 
a footing in various countries on the Continent. Up till 
quite recently what they had done in that direction had been 
very successful. Now, however, that Germany had entered 
the field in active competition, and owing largely to the fact 
that the German manufacturer was hardly taxed at all. 
coupled with the extraordinary condition of the exchange, and 
to the excellent way in which the Germans were working, they 
had found it impossible at the moment to compete with the 
Germans on the Continent. They believed. however, that 
some of those conditions would be altered before long, and 
they looked forward at no distant date to resuming their 
Continental business. In the meantime, it was a closed door 
to them. On the other hand. their business elsewhere was 
continuing to increase, and they approached the remainder 
of the year with great confidence. They believed that, subject 
to no other unfortunate disputes or stoppages occurring, they 
would have on the whole quite a good vear. Thev were 
looking forward to a speedy termination of the coal strike, but 
in the meanwhile they had not been idle. 'Thev had con- 
verted several of their boilers for oil burning, and from their 
experience they thought it probable that the substitution of 
oil for coal might have a good effect in many directions, and 
they might have to extend it very widely in their factories. 

The report was adopted. 

The thirty-fifth annual ‘ordinary general 

United River meeting was held on June l4th, Sir Fre- 
Plate Telephone derick Green, K.B.E. (the chairman), pre- 

Co., Ltd. siding. The chairman pointed out that the 
earnings in Argentina and London. includ- 

ing profit on exchange. amounted during 1920 to £1,096,373. as 
against £976,168 in 1919, an increase of £120,205, and that 
the expenses, including maintenance. management in Argen- 
tina and London. and income and corporation tax, with the 
usual provision for the depreciation of plant, amounted to 
£855.006, as compared with £764.076 in the previous vear, an 
increase of £91.529, resulting in a profit of £240,767. an in- 
crease of £928,675. Working expenses showed a considerable 
increase over those of the previous vear. This was due partly 
to the growth of the business, but still more to higher wages 
and costs. The increased telephone earnings were something 
between £90.000 and £100,000. The total increase in earnings 
from all sources was over £190,000. The London expenditure. 
including £5,000 stamp duty on the increased capital, amounted 
to £19,684, and income tax and corporation tax to £93.912. 
together making a total of £113,597. The income tax debit 
was some £17,000 less than it would have been, in consequence 


of sundry successful claims against this tax in respect of 
previous years. The addition to the plant account was £374,587. 
and to real estate £55,315. The former amount was much 
greater than for 1919, and was, in fact, the largest addition to 
the plant account in the history of the company. Real estate 
(£55,315) was about the same as in the previous year, and 
consisted of new exchange sites, and some buildings which 
it had been found advantageous to purchase. Securities, con- 
sisting mostly of Government War Loans, amounted to 
£150,400, a sum considerably less than that shown in the 
previous balance sheets. Stocks of material stood at £264.28, 
a large sum, but the higher prices partly accounted for this. 
It was necessary, too, to hold large stocks as the work was 
carried on so far from sources of supply. Bills receivable and 
cash amounted to £45,956, a smaller amount than last year. 
but this was the natural consequence of increased activities 
in plant extensions. On the debit side of the balance sheet, 
the general reserve fund included the appropriation made at 
the last meeting, and amounted to £556,138, and the reserve 
for renewal of plant to £1,206,091. The latter figure included 
the provision made for 1920 at the usual rate, less the cost 
of the plant replaced. A very considerable amount of new 
plant had been shipped this year, and before long should be 
brought into service, and this would enable the company to 
reduce its list of waiting subscribers, which now amounted 
to more than 11,000 in the city of Buenos Aires alone. It 
would not be possible, however, to satisfy all until the new 
automatic exchanges were working, and this could not now 
take place until early next year. During the year under 
review 5,431 new subscribers had been added to the system, 
making the total number of stations 83,002, as against (5,171 
at the end of 1919. These additions had been rendered pos- 
sible by the opening of an entirely new exchange. ‘The 
Argentina Government had issued permits for new lines for 
connecting several important towns to the national system and 
the construction of some hundreds of miles of new routes had 
been carried out. Several small independent enterprises on 
these routes had been absorbed, and arrangements had been 
made to take over the La Bahiense system, which was the 
second largest in the Republic. The present rates were far 


too low, and it was hoped that authority to increase them 


would soon be granted by the Government. The directors 
had decided to issue 108,000 new ordinary shares to meet 
prospective capital expenditure upon arrears of work. ‘These 
shares would be of £5 each, and the ordinary shareholders 
would be entitled to take one new share for every three 
ordinary shares held. The report and accounts were adopted, 
and the retiring directors and auditors re-elected. 
The annual meeting was held on June 
15th, Mr. James Gray (chairman) presiding. 
Supply The chairman said the accounts ehowed 
Corporation, marked progress in every direction. The 
Ltd. increases in the number of new consumers 
connected, the total connections in kilo- 
watts, and the electricity sold had all been well maintained. 
It was estimated that the balance of revenue, apart from all 
questions of exchange, had increased by £20,000, but it &hould 
be remembered that the whole of 1920 had had the benefit 
of the increased tariff of 5 annas, whereas 1919 had had only 
tive months. The balance of revenue account amounted to 
£81,446, to which had to be added £4,580, the dividend on 
shares in the tramway company, and £1,401 from interest on 
Treasury bills. These made a total of £57,427. On the debit 
side of the ‘latter account there appeared the usual items for 
interest and redemption of debentures under the sinking fund. 
The sum of £20.000 had been debited for depreciation and 
renewals, which was £6,000 more than last year. Provision 
had been made for income tax paid and payable in India. 
amounting to £6,325, also £4,000 for corporation profits tax. 
The balance of net revenue for the year was £40,721. Adding 
£7,114 brought forward from last year, there was available 
for distribution £47,535. These results were obtained under 
somewhat adverse circumstances, as, in addition to the stop- 
page of the tramways between January 26th and February 
4th, 1920, there was a strike of the company's employés, which 
began on May 25th and lasted until June 22nd. In the balance 
sheet the total of the capital account remained as before, but 
the number of ordinary shares showed an increase of 1,330. 
and the preference shares a corresponding reduction. The loan 
from bankers in Madras appeared as £22,187 108. com- 
pared with £35,102 17s. 5d. at the end of 1919. At 
the last general meeting it was explained that the 
rupee floating liabilities and assets had been valued at 
9g. at December 31st, 1919, with the exception of the 
loan from bankers, which it was considered prudent 
to convert at the actual rate of 2s. 4d. then ruling. At De- 
cember 3lst, 1990, exchange was Is. 53d., at which rate the 
rupee liabilities and assets were converted, and this explained 
the reduction in the bank loan as it appeared in the balance 
sheet. Having regard, however, to a further reduction in 
exchange to about 1s. 34d., the board considered it desirable 
to pay off this loan entirely. and this was done in March last. 
On the assets side of the balance sheet, the sum of £16.24 
bs. 9d. was shown as expended on works representing chiefly 
the building of & new sub-station at Royapuram, the equip- 
ment of the new sub-station at Mount Road, and extensions of 
mains. Through a variety of causes, shipment of the four 
250-kW rotary converters had been seriously delayed, but two 
of them were in transit and the other two were ready for 
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shipment. The delay had caused great inconvenience and con- 
siderable loss of revenue, as there was a large amount of busi- 
ness waiting to be done. The increase of 1 anna for lighting 
‘and fans on a combined circuit was granted for a period of 
thres years only from August Ist, 1919. The directors had 
applied to the Government, however, to withdraw the limita- 
tion as to period, and were very sanguine that their applica- 
tion would be favourably entertained. | 
The chairman, in reply to a complaint that the company's 
progress was behind that of other Indian concerns, pointed 
out that during the past six years the company's business had 
been developed entirely out of revenue, and if they had had 
command of new capital they would have made much greater 
progress. If it were possible to offer locally a portion of any 
new capital they might wish to raise, that would be done. 


The accounts for the year ended March, 

Edmundsons’ 1921, show that after providing for income 

Electricity tax, mortgage and note interest, and de- 

Corporation, benture stock charges, the net profit is 

: £16,053, as against £8,099 in the previous 

year. Including the balance brought for- 

ward (£10,090) the total available is £26,143, out of which 

it is proposed to pay a dividend for one year on the cumulative 

preference shares, requiring £12,000 and to carry forward 

£14,143. (Last year's report stated that owing to the neces- 

sity for conserving the company's financial resources, the 

directors were unable to recommend the payment of the 
cumulative preference dividend.) 


CAPITAL EXPENDITURE AND Gross PROFITS OF SUBSIDIARY 
AND OTHER COMPANIES. 
E 


Gross profit 
(before pro- 
Capital viding for Load 4 
expended capital charges connected 
Dec. 8lst, and depreciation). ink 
1920. 1 


W. 
Name. 920. 920. 

Alderley .. x oe £56,075 £4,294 1,467 W. 
Bromley .. e 166,918 18.485 5,479 
Folkestone ren $v 250,595 16,485 6,560 
N es " ; 10,501 5,786 
Isle of Wight . 0 15,575 6,937 
acom è 35,970 2,198 1,116 
Lancashire Co. .. 1,943,915 47,377 $2,804 
Lymington gu - ,661 3,875 964 
Melton Mowbray s% 48,098 5,092 1,288 
Newmarket s T 45,079 2,958 1,284 
North of Scotland m 1855 pe e 

Ramsgate ss T ; ; AS; 
Scarboro' Trams - 99,430 less 885 — 

Balisb = Vs 74,061 7,531 2,162 
Urban Co. Group .. 1,639,987 117,004 46,839 
Whitchurch k 128 
Wycombe vs 123,908 16,998 8,519 
Cromer 84, 749 
Dorking 46,623 1,871 1,519 
F'rome 68,104 4,176 2,488 
Hamilton us 90,091 6,012 8,475 
Burbiton .. e: vs 14,807 6,791 2,735 

Total 1920 .. 44, 792, 655 £299,774 184,259k W. 

» 1919 .. .. 44,227,149 £208,622 122,288 kW. 


Annual meeting : June 30th. 


The annual general meeting was held in 


Oriental London on June 17th, the chairman, Sir 
Telephone and H. Babington Smith, G.B.E., presiding. 
lectric The greater part of the chairman’s speech 

Co., Ltd. was a review of the directors’ report, which 


was abstracted in our issue of June 10th 
(p. 759). Regarding the future of the Indian systems, he said 
that under the licences held by the Bombay and Bengal com- 
panies, and also by the Oriental Telephone Co. in respect of 
its Indian branches, the Government of India had the option 
of purchasing the telephone undertakings on defined terms on 
March 31st, 1923, provided notice was given not later than 
the end of March, 1922. If this power was not exercised by 
the Government in 1923, the licence gave a similar option in 
1928, 1933, 1943, 1953, and the licence finally expired m 1963. 
The directors had represented to the Government that it was 
impossible to carry on a telephone system with efficiency if 


the remaining tenure was short, and uncertain. It was essen- 


tial that plans for development should be laid well in advance 
of requirements, and that capital expenditure should be in- 
curred which would not be immediately remunerative; but it 
was obvious that a company with an expiring tenure could 
not, without injustice to its shareholders. spend money on 
plant which would yield no return before the date of transfer, 
and would then be sold at a depreciated value. If the decision 
should be against purchase in 1923, they had asked that, in 
the general interest, the companies should be given a secure 
tenure for & considerable period, as well as authority to in- 
crease the rates to an extent necessary to enable them to cope 
with the high working costs now obtaining. Last year they had 
had reason to think that the Government was likely to exercise 
its option to purchase; at the present time there was reason 
to think to the contrary. 

The chairman, in reply to questions, said that, as he men- 
tioned last year. the liquidation of the Egyptian Co. was only 
held up because of an outstanding question with regard to 
income tax between the liquidator and the Inland Revenue 
authorities. He trusted that before they next met the liquida- 
tion would have been completed. With regard to the question 
as to whether it was necessary to place such large sums to re- 
serve, his answer was that in a telephone business it was 
extremely prudent to strengthen the reserves with a liberal 


hand. Depreciation of plant was always large, but it might be 
larger than was anticipated owing to the progress of invention, 
while in the case of this company there were so many uncer- 
tainties as to the termination of licences, the outcome of pur- 
chase terms, &c. Respecting the capital reserve account and 
the depreciation and general reserve account, he said that these 
were in part represented by investments—namely, War Bonds 
—and in part by assets, shown on the other side of the balance 
sheet, consisting of plant, land and buildings, stores, and also 
holdings in subsidiary companies. 
The resolution was unanimously carried. 


The gross profit during the year ended 

British Electric March 3lst, 1921, was £264,773, against 
Traction £946,717 for the preceding year. The gene- 
Co., Ltd. ral expenses were £44,575, Parine a net 
profit of £220,197, plus £150,492 brought 

forward. After deducting debenture stock interest, £85.136, 
there is a balance of £285,483. There is to be placed to reserve 
£12,349; 6 per cent. is to be paid on the cumulative participat- 
ing preference stock, and 4 per cent. for the year on the 
ordinary stock, leaving £177,319 to be carried forward. No 
provision has been made for corporation profits tax (if any), as 
it is proposed to deal with it in tbe year in which it is paid. 
The net profit of £220,197 for the year compares with £911,316 
for the preceding year. The aggregate receipts of the asso- 
ciated companies for 1920 showed an increase, but the expenses 
increased in a greater ratio, due in a large measure to the 
fact that in the majority of cases the associated companies were 
not authorised to increase fares and charges until the latter 


part of the year, although advances in wages were granted 


earlier in the year. 'The amount standing to the credit of 
reserve account at March, 1920, was £500,000. from which 
has been deducted £19,954, mainly in respect of loss on realisa- 
tion of war stock. There has been added £7,605 in respect of 
discount on £11,286 5 per cent. perpetual debenture stock, 
and £8,067 41 per cent. second debenture stock purchased 
during the year, and it is proposed to transfer £12,349 from 
revenue to reserve. The reserve will then stand at £500,000. 
The investments, which now stand at £3,861,816, show a de- 
crease, as the result of sales on balance, of £165,975 compared 
with the preceding year. The investments vielded a revenue 
of £208,386, representing an average of 5.39 per cent. for the 
past year on the amount at which they appeared in the balance 
sheet, as Compared with 5.28 per cent. for the preceding year. 
Mr. J. S. Austen was appointed chairman of the company in 
July last when that position was vacated by Mr. E. Garcke. 
Mr. Garcke, who retained his seat on the board, has since been 
appointed deputy chairman of the company. Meeting: To-day, 
Friday, at the Holborn Restaurant. 


Stock Exchange Notices.—The Committee has specially 
"uides dealings 1n the following, under Temporary Regulation 
4 :— 

Johnson & Phillips.—£350,000 8 per cent. first mortgage de- 
benture stock. 

e undermentioned have been ordered to be officially 
quoted :— 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne Electric Supply Co.—£250,000 44 per 
cent. consolidated first mortgage debenture stock. 


Prospectus.—Pernambuco Tramways & Power Co., Ltd.— 
The list is announced to close to-day (or before) in an issue 


of £500,000 8 per cent. prior lien debentures to bearer. at 


96 per cent. The funds are required for the construction and 
equipment of lines necessary to obtain increase of fares, for 
the lighting programme and provision of extra rolling stock, 
the repayment of temporary loans, and provision ‘of working 
capital for stores, &c. 


Ransomes, Sims & Jefferies, Ltd.—The report for the year 
ended March, 1921. shows that after paying debenture interest 
and preference dividend, it is not considered practicable to re- 
commend a dividend on the ordinary shares, having regard to 
present adverse trade conditions, fall in selling values, and 
the necessity for conserving the resources. 


Victoria Falls & Transvaal Power Co.—Final dividend of 
4 per cent.. less tax, on the preference shares in respect of 
1990. making 10 per cent.: 3 per cent., less tax, on account 
of 1921; and a dividend of 5 per cent., less tax, in respect of 
1990 on the ordinary shares. l 


Chloride Electrical Storage Co., Ltd.—Dividend of 5 per 
cent., free of tax, on the ordinary shares, making 10 per cent. 
for the year. 425.000 to reserve; £5,000 to employés’ benefit 
fund; £23,340 carried forward. 


Lancashire Power Construction Co., Ltd.—Dividend of 7 
per cent. on the participating preference shares for the year; 
£4,192 carried forward. It is stated that there will shortly 
be & further issue of capital. 


Yorkshire (West Riding) Electric Tramways, Ltd.—In- 
terim dividend of 3 per cent., less tax. on 6 per cent. cumuls- 
tive preference for the half-year ending June 30th. 


Belgium.—The report of the Société d'Electricitó du Nord 
de la Belgique for last year ehows a profit of 650,177 fr., aa 
contrasted with only 94,869 fr. in the preceding 19 months. 
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Arbroath Electric Light & Power Co.—The annual report 
shows a net profit balance of £5,712, after paying interest 
charges and 5 per cent. dividend on preference shares. At 
the meeting on Friday last, Mr. George Balfour, M.P., chair- 
man, presiding, it was agreed to pay a dividend of 8 per cent. 
(less income tax) on the ordinary shares, and an additional 
1 per cent. (less tax) on the preference for 1920; to place £3,000 
to the reserves and renewals fund, making this fund £10,000, 
and to carry forward, subject to payment of directors' and 
auditors’ fees, £1,367. The past year has been the most 
prosperous in the history of the company. The share capital 
has been increased to £100,000, and it is proposed to make an 
issue of new shares in the near future for the purpose of 
repaying loans and providing for extensions of plant and cables 
to cope with increasing demands. 


Globe Telegraph & Trust, Ltd.—Net revenue for year 
ended May, 1921, after deduction of expenses £287,772, plus 
£1,379 brought forward, together with £10,000 transferred 
from reserve for contingencies account, total £299,181. Total 
distribution on the ordinary shares 10 per cent., free of tax. 
Balance carried forward £2,181. 


Birmingham District Power & Traction Co.—To renewals 
£8,000, dividend of 6 per cent. on the ordinary shares; car- 
ried forward £4,508. 


[Owing to pressure on our space, several City items are 
held over to next week.—Eps. ELEC. REv.] 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


TUESDAY EVENING. 
Stock EXCHANGE markets make an indiflerent showing in the 
matter of business. ‘Lhe miners’ refusal to resume work came 
as à surprise of a distinctly unpleasant character. Moreover, 


it was expected that even if the ballot showed an adverse . 


majority to peace, the men would go back to work in rapidly- 
increasing numbers, but they show no disposition to 
do so far. Consequently the markets are slow and dull. There 
is a little investment business going on, and men stili talk 
hopefully of a Bank Rate reduction now that the Federal Bank 
of New York has lowered its minimum. But even this hope 
is tempered by considerations arising out of the strike. 

The Home Railway market is one of the chief sullerers in 
the latest financial malaise. Coal is undoubtedly the main 
cause of the investor's positive refusal to look at the stocks in 
this department. Underground Electric Income Bonds man- 
aged to maintain a firm front at 801, but the £10 shares have 
dropped to 24 and the ls. shares to 7s. Districts have lost 14 
at 154. Metropolitans fell to 26, and the only stock in the 
market to show any firmness is Central London Ordinary 
Assented Guaranteed, which has risen 3 points to 483. The 
company's non-assented ordinary stock stands at 3là, the de- 
ferred being 244 and the preferred 34. But the guaranteed 
assented preferred ordinary has risen to 50 and the guaranteed 
deferred ordinary to 451. London Electric £10 shares are 
better at £3. London and Suburban Traction preference eased 
off to 7s.; the ordinary are still half-a-crown. 

Marconis have been as low as 43s. 3d., but a breath of buy- 
ing restored the quotation to 2}. Canadians remain at 8s., and 
Marines at 25s. Marconi 7 per cent. preference have gone 
back to 2 3/16. Cable stocks are steady as a whole. Western 
ordinary at log are 5s. lower, otherwise there is no change in 
this particular group. The Anglo-American issues maintain 
their rise of last week. 

United River Plate ordinary are quoted 54. which is ex the 
right to the allotment of one new share at £5 for every three 
old shares previously held. The rights are valued at about 
58. premium, and the new shares are being dealt in on this 
basis. Siemens ordinary are also ex the right to the bonus, 
and the price was marked down to 208. in consequence. ‘The 
new 10 per cent. preference shares are now 21s. 3d., at which 
they look a good purchase. lt is, indeed, only for this class of 
share that the investor is at present showing any partiality. 
Ordinary shares are out of favour, and, with the dividend out- 
look so much obscured by the labour troubles, it is not eur- 
prising that the buyer prefers to stick to fixed-interest securi- 
ties, rather than to adventure into the more speculative 
ordinary. . 

Amongst manufacturing shares, British Aluminiums at 
los. 9d. and General Electric preference at 168. 6d. are both 
6d. down. The General Electric Company's 63 per cent. A 
preference and 71 per cent. B' preference are now both 
quoted at the same figure. The new debenture is 89} for the 
fully paid and 34 discount for the scrip. Electric Construc- 
tions at 16s. 2d. have lost 1/16. Telegraph Constructions re- 
main at 203. Engineering shares are steady, Babcock & Wil- 
cox holding its rise at 93. Iron, coal and steel shares are dull, 
rather than flat. Vickers have gone back to 12s. 9d. sellers, 
and the 5 per cent. tax-free preference to the same figure. 
Private advices from the provinces to London business houses 
hold out no particular hope of immediate settlement of the 
coal strike, but, in the City, the view is general that the pre- 
sent position leaves the Miners’ Executive in a situation as 
difficult as it is delicate, and one which calls for extremely 


diplomatic handling if the trades union officials are to retain 
their power over the workers. Should they, the leaders, fail 
to do this, the theory is that 16 will be a good thing for stocks 
and shares in all industrial companies, as affording evidence 
that the tyranny of trade unionism may be weakened, and 
men left at liberty to work as they please. 

The feature in the foreign list is a fail of 2} points in Brazil 
Tractions, but Anglo-Argentine Tramways are dull also. The 
second preference at 2j are ex the ds. 6d. Just paid on account 
of arrears. Mexican Light & Power first mortgage bonds have 
fallen 4 to 701, owing to the disappointment felt at the lack of 
settlement news from Mexico. ‘There is some grumbling on 
the part of holders of Mexican Utility bonds at the statement 
that Income Tax at the rate of 6s. in the £ is to be deducted 
from the payment of such arrears of interest as are to be dis- 
tributed early next month. 

There is no change at all in the list of home electricity 
shares. Occasionally a tew come to market, but are readily 
taken. Gas stocks, however, are dull, in consequence of the 
coal strike, though this particular cause has not yet affected 
prices in the electricity market. A few Bournemouth & Poole 
second preference have been changing hands on the basis of 
6 1/16. Metropolitan Electric new 74 per cent. extension de- 
benture stock, issued at 95, continue steady at 98, the partly- 
paid scrip being 83 premium. Victoria Falls preference are 
unchanged at 158. 9d. and the ordinary at 7s. 6d., although 
the report is satisfactory, and the ordinary again receive 5 per 
cent. dividend. Rubber shares are flat upon undisguised fears 
that many companies must be running short of money; the 
weakness of the price of the raw material offers no encourage- 
ment to the usual supporters of the share market. 


SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. 


Home ELEkoTRICITY COMPANIRS. 


Dividend Prioe 
— June 21, Yield. 
1919. 1920. 1921. Rise or fall. p. o. 
Brompton Ordinary.. $8 . 12 19 6 — 5190 0 0 
Charing Cross Ordinary . 92 7 8 83 — 10 6 6 
do. do. do. 44 Pret... 44 4 8 — 710 6 
i Chelsea.. ee ee ee ee 4 6 -— 9 4 9 
City of London "m T .. 18 14 1 — 1116 9 
o. do. 6 per cent, Pref... 8 0 17]. — 713 
County of London .. A .. 8 8 8 — 9110 
do. do. 6 per cent. Pret... 6 6 b — 718 
Kensington Ordinary bx ae 1 9 — 10 18 1 
London Electrio  .. sd s W 339) 1 — 710 0 
do. do. 6 per cent. Pref... 8 8 — 10 18 3 
Metropolitan .. b »5 —ͤ 6 7 N — 10 0 0 
do. 43 per cent. Pre. 13 4 3 — 718 3 
Bt. James' and Pall Mall .. „ 19 14 — 19 0 0 
South London AP s - 6 1 4 — 9 910 
Bouth Metropolitan Pref... os 7 1 | 169 — 8 17 10 
Westminster Ordinary  .. . 10 10 5i — 9 10 6 
TELEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES, 
Anglo-Am. Tel. Pref. xw we 6 — 73 9 
do. Def...  .. x là  1à 17 — 8 11 6 
Chile Telephone  .. ss oe 6 6 — & 68 
Cuba Sub. Ord. oe ee ee 7 7 7 — 9 6 8 
Eastern Extension .. cs . 10 10 1 — 6 0 4 
Eastern Tel. Ord. .. vs ee 10 10 167 — 5 19 5 
do. do. Pref, ee ee 6 6 91 — 6 9 9 
Great Northern Tel. ae . 2 24 954 — 811 6 
Indo-European ee ee ee 10 10 85 T 3 3 10 
Marconi ee ee ee ee 25 95 3} — — 
Oriental Telephone Ord. ee ee 12 12 — eb 18 0 
United R. Plate Tel. a . 8 8 at — 6 13 4 
West India and Panama .. .. Ni Nil à — Nil. 
Western Telegraph.. .. .. 10 10 16g — 1 *6 0 4 
Home RAILS. 
Central London Ord, Assented .. 4 4 483 +8 8 15 10 
Metropolitan .. £s bg 1} H 26 — 511 8 
do. District ; - +N N 183 —1 Nil 
Underground Electric Ordinary .. Nil Nil 94 — Nil 
do. do. "A" .. Nil Nil 77. —6d. Nil 
do. do. Income .. 4 9 04 — 29 4 
- Forzion Trams, &0O. 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref, .. 54 123 9: — 12 10 0 0 
do. do. 2nd Pref. .. Nil 53 2 — 911 4 
do. do. b 96 Deb. . 6 5 —1 7 12 8 
Brazil Tractions  .. s .. Ni Nil —2 Nil 
British Columbia Elec. Rly. Pfoe. 5 6 56 — 8 18 6 
do. do Preferred 5 6 — *8 15 0 
do. do. Deferred 8 8 51 — *1111 6 
do. do. Deb. 4 40 — 7 210 
Mexico Trams b per cent. Bonds. Nil Ni 523 — Nil 
o. 6 per cent. Bonds. Nil Nil 2 — Nil 
Mexican Light Common .. .. Nil Nil 11 — Nil 
do. Pref. .. .. Ni Nil 1 — Nil 
do. 1st Bonds .. Nil! Nil 30 —4 Nil 
MANUFACTURING COMPANIES, 
Babcock & Wilcox .. ac . 15 16 23 — 614 6 
British Aluminium Ord, .. .. 10 10 15/9 —£d. 13 14 0 
British Insulated Ord, .. .. 16 10 1 — 919 0 
Callenders . A ee .. 15 15 1 — 10 0 0 
i 64 Pref. .. sa is 63 64 17/6 — 781 
Crompton Ord. ss - .. 10 10 16/8 — 13 6 
Edison-Swan .. rS T . 10 10 11/8 — — 
do. do. 5 per cent. Deb. .. b b 70 — 7 310 
Electric Construotion as 10 16/8 — 5 13 6 9 
English Electric >s oe 8 8 12/- — 18 6 8 
Do. Pref. Vs s 6 6 14/6 = 8 6 6 
Gen. Elec. Pret. oe ee oe 64 64 16/6 — 6d. 1 17 1 
do. f Ord. ee ee ee 10 10 lA — 49 8 3 
Henley ee ee ee oe 16 16 af — 10 18 j 
do. 44 Pref, es ee ee 43 45 — 6 18 6 
India. Rubber ee oe ce 10 10 i — — 
Met.-Vickers Pref, .. T ee 8 8 lh — 8 16 10 
Siemens Ord. ee oe oe 10 10 1 ==- *10 0 0 
Telegraph (on. 90 W 203 — e$ 11? 


* Dividends paid free of Income Tax. 
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THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN EFFICIENCY AND WORKING COSTS 
OF SMALL MOTORS AND GENERATORS. 


By E. d. KENNARD, A. M. l. E. E. 


(Conc'uded from page 778). 


The improvement due to increase of rated speed is illus- 
trated by the curve in fig. 4 for 5-kW d.c. shunt- wound 
machines, where the efficiency is seen to increase from 
83 per cent. at 250 r.p.m. to 92 per cent. at 2,000 r.p.m., 
representing a reduction in power at full load of 0:45 kW. 
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Fig. 4.— EFFICIENCY AND SPEED. 


In order to establish a reliable basis on which to estimate 
the total working costs, it becomes necessary to divide 
machines into three different classes : — 

(a) Those for intermittent working, such as lifts, &c. 

() Those running all day on a variable load. driving 
machine tools, &c. 

(c) Those running continuously on a steady load, charging 
accumulators, driving fans, pumping plant, &c. 

In class (a) where the total number of running hours per 
year is not large, high efficiency is not important, especially 
if the price of the motor is increased thereby. 

In class (5) small no-load losses, and high efficiency at 
J load, are essential to obtain low working costs. 

Those in class (r) require the maximum efficiency at the 
normal working load. 

As an estimate of the total number of hours per annum 
worked by motors in (5) and (c) classes, a fair value will be 
. obtained taking 48 hours per week and 50 weeks per year, 
giving & total of 2,400 hours per annum. 

The following simple formula is then obtained :— 


Running costs per year in £ = kW input x 2,400 hours 
x pence per unit/240. 
Running costs per year in £ = kW input x pence per unit 
x 10. - 


When estimating the running costs for machines working 
with a variable load, it is convenient to assume that the 


average load for the year is one-half the full rated load ; tbe 


kW input will, therefore, be approximately— 
No load kW input + full load kW input[2. 


Having established what is claimed to be a reasonable 
basis on which to estimate the running costs of electrical 
machinery, in order to estimate the standing costs or capital 
charges some figures based on representative prices are 
necessary before total working costs can be prepared. 

Taking the average of present-day prices of British 
manufacturers, the prices of new machines may. be taken a3 
approximately 200 per cent. greater than the pre-war 
values. 

In accordance with the foregoing. the curves shown in 


fig. 5 have been prepared, showing prices for d.c. machines 


of standard make at various speeds and outputs. A macbine 
specially built to obtain higher values of efficiency will 
cost more than the price shown in fig. 5, and these have 
been estimated to cost some 20 per cent. more. The most 
striking feature concerning the values shown in fig. 5 is 
the economy in first cost it is possible to effect by the use 
of high speeds. For example, the prices of a standard 


9:75-kW machine (or 5-h.p. motor rating) are £116, £71, 
and £48, at speeds of 500, 1,000 and 2,000 r.p.w. respec- 
tively, and the ratio of prices for other outputs are approxi- 
mately in the same proportion. i 

With regard to the question of standing charges, these 
cannot be estimated so accurately as the running coste. Prices 
of machines are unstable, likewise rates of interest on 
capital, also the question of the annual sum to be charged for 
depreciation is a debatable one. This amount should cover 
the cost of running repairs, and also provide for replace- 
ment when the machine is obsolete. The present bank rate 
of interest is 6} per cent. per annum, the cost of repairs 
should not exceed 3} per cent. per annum, and allowing for 
the scrap value of a machine, 5 per cent. per annum should 
cover the cost of depreciation. These coets added together 
make a total annual charge of 15 per cent. of the capital 
outlay, enabling the annual capital charge for any particular 
rating to be determined from the prices shown in fig. 5. 
In the case of high-efficiency machines, as shown previously, 
when rated in agreement with the Engineering Standards 
Association's rules, full load occurs at from 25 per cent. to 50 
per cent. above the point of maximum efficiency according 
to the rated speed. It will beseen from the curves in fig. 1 
that the drop in efficiency from 1 to full load only amounts 
to some 2 per cent., so that if advantage is taken of the 
increased rating, the high-efficiency machines will cost no 
more than standard ones at the lower temperature rating. 
As an alternative, high-efficiency machines may be employed 
with the fall-load rating at their maximum efficiency, the 
capital costs then being increased by some 20 per cent., this 
course being justified in some cases where long running 
periods are necessary. It is evident that in cases where 
increased efficiency incurs a corresponding increase in 
capital charges, it will be important to take into consider- 
ation the number of hours the machine will be in use; if 
the choice lies between, first, a motor of high efficiency 
and high first cost; and, secondly, a motor of low efficiency 
and low first cost, then the number of working hours per 
annum at which both machines will have the same working 
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Fia. 5.—-APPROXIMATE PRESENT-DAY PRICES OF STANDARD 


CONTINUOUS CURRENT MACHINES. 


costs (t.e., current costs and capital charges), may be 
determined by the following formula :— 

Number of hours — difference of capital charges in pence 
per year / difference of current costs in pence per hour. 

For example, suppose it is required to select a 5-h.p. 
motor (1,000 r.p.m.) to run for approximately 500 hours 
per annum from mains where the cost of current is 3d. per 
unit. One motor has a guaranteed efficiency of 78 per 
cent., and is priced at £75, and the other 85 per cent., and 
priced ıt £80. i É 
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At 15 per cent. per annum the capital charges for each 
motor are 2,700 and 2,880 pence respectively. At 3d. 
per unit the costs for current for each motor are 14:3 
and 13:15d. per hour. 

Then the number of hours per annum for equal cost 

= (2,880 — 2,700)/(14:3 — 18:15) = 137 hours, 
and as it is required to use the motor for 500 hours, it will 
be more economical to install the efficient motor at a higher 
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Fic. 6.—Runnina Costs (CURRENT ONLY) PER YEAR OF 2,400 

Hours FOR MACHINES WORKING ON VARIABLE LOAD BASED ON 

CURRENT PER UNIT, AND AN AVERAGE BETWEEN LIGHT AND FULL 
LOAD. 


first cost. This formula may be applied to any machine 
under the class (a) heading, where the number of hours is 
approximately known. For motors working under a variable 
load, machines having their maximum efficiency at j load 
should be used wherever possible, as not only are capital 
costs reduced, but at light loads the efficiency curve is 
considerably higher. Estimating the average load on a 
machine working at a variable output to be one-half of 
ite full rated load, then the fall in efficiency due to variable 
load conditions is 2} per cent. in the first case, to 5} in 
the second case (values obtained from curves in fig. 1). 


Curves have been prepared in fig. 6 showing the total | 


cost of current per year for high and low-efficiency 
machines working at a mean load of one-half the rated 
full load, the number of hours being taken at 2,400. 

As the curves show the costa at 1d. per kW-hour, at 
other rates for power the cost is obtained as a direct 
multiple of these values. From fig. 6 it will be found that 
the saving per annum varies from £0°5 for a ]-h.p. motor 
to £10 for a 12-b.p. motor where a h.e. machine is used in 
place of a l.e. one. As the present price of power averages 
8d. per unit, for the average power user these figures may 
be increased threefold. 

Returning now to motors in class (c), where machines 
are run at a constant load, in most cases it will be pre- 
ferable to employ a machine loaded at ite maximum 
efficiency ; tbis will avoid the practice of always running at 
high temperature, and also leave a margin for overloads. 
Where machines designed for high efficiency are employed, 
it will occasion an extra capital charge as compared with 
standard-type machines, and these coste are estimated to be 
some 20 per cent. greater. It is, therefore, necessary to 
take capital charges into account in estimating possible 
economies for class (c) machines. 

On the 15 per cent. perannum basisthese charges vary (fora 
standard motor at 1,000 r.p.m.) from £1:75 for a 1-h.p. 
motor, to £21 for & 12-h.p. motor. 

Where the motors are in uze for the normal period of 
2,400 hours per year, these charges expressed in pence per 
unit consumed by the motor would be 55d. for the } h. p., 
and ‘175d. for the 12 h.p., indicating that the capital 
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charges are not a large percentage of the total working cost 
at prevailing prices for electricity supply. In fig. 7 two 
curves are drawn representing the total working costa for 
high- and low-efficiency (Grade II) machines working at 
full load for a working period of 2,400 hours per year, and on a 
basis of current at 8d. per kW-hour. Although the h.e. 
machines are debited with 20 per cent. increase on capita] 
charges a considerable yearly saving is obtainabie by 
their use. 

For a small rated output of 0'2 kW (or } h.p.), a raving 
of £1:8 per annum could be effected, and for a 10- kW (or 
18 h.p.), a saving of £48 per annum. There are, of course, 
many motors in use with higher efficiency values than the 
Grade II machines, but even taking machines classed under 
Grade I approximately one-half of the above values would 
be obtained. 

Having shown the economical possibilities of single 
machines of higher efficiency, it is evident that the question 
of efficiency is of still greater importance in connection 
with the motor-generator, where a double source of ls 
exista. 

Various forms of motor-generators are now very largely 
used for a variety of purposes including accumulator 
charging, kinema projection arc lamps, electro-plating, 
electric welding, conversion of a.c. to d.c., &c. 

In addition to motor-generators for accomplishing these 
purposes, there are (a) rotary converters; (b) auto-motor- 
generators or series connected machines; and (c) doublc- 
wound armatures’ for d.c. (sometimes called dynamotor ). 
It is surprising to find the somewhat limited extent to 
which these more efficient types of machines are employed 
for conversion purposes. 

Tbe main objection to the use of (a) and (c) type 
machines is on the ground of restricted voltage contro!. 


although for many uses this is not highly importa: t. 


Series connected motor-generators are to be recommend · d 
for stepping-down direct-current voltages where the ratio of 
conversion does not exceed 4 to 1, and where a certain 
amount of voltage regulation is required. This meth-d 
has been employed to a small extent for kinema pr. jection 
arcs, stepping down from 220 V to 70 V, and this arrange- 
ment might also be applicable to battery charging. It is 
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Fic. . 7.— Tora WORKING Costs PER YEAR (2,400 HRS.) . FOR 
MACHINES RUNNING AT FuLL RATED OurPUT, AND USING 
CURRENT AT 3D. PER UNIT. 


especially suitable for a reduction of the voltage in the ratio 
of 2 to 1, as would be required for charging a 44-cell auto- 
mobile battery from a 200-V main. Suppose that the 
charging rate be 2 kW, the cost of charging will be 
approximately the same whether charging direct from the 
main with a series resistance, or using an ordinary 
Grade II motor-generator. The following formula is usefal 
for determining the proportion of generator output to total 


w ŽB 


Vol. 88. No. 3,274, Juxm 24, 1931.]! 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


5 output where series-connected machines are 


D = T/(1 + 1/8 E). 
Where D = dynamo output in watts. 
T = total watts output required from secondary 
circuit. 
R = ratio, motor volts — dynamo volta. 
B = overall efficiency of set. 
Applying this formula to the case suggested above— 
D = 2,000/(1 + 1/74) = 850 watte, 

E being based on the combined efficiency of two h.e. 
machines at 2,000 r.p.m. (approx. 86 per cent. each). 

Total watts from 200-V main = 2,300. ; 

Overall efficiency is approximately 86 per cent., whereas 
charging from the main through a resistance would only 
yield 5U per cent. overall efficiency. 

Allowing the capital charges at £7:2 and £1, the following 
annual costs at 3d. per unit (2,400 hours) are obtained :— 

Neries connected motor-generator, £77:2 
Direct from mains through resistance, £121, 
resulting in a net saving of £44 per annum. 

The advantages of moderately high speeds have already 
been referred to, allowing both a gain in efficiency and a 
reduction in capital oosts. For many commercial uses, 
speeds above 1,000 r.p.m. cannot be profitably employed for 
motor driving, owing to the difficulty of arranging suitable 
couplings without employing reduction gear. 

Where motor-generators are concerned, however, full 
advantage can be taken of high speeds, although at present 
even for small machines below 1 kW output, 1,000 r.p.m. 
appears to be the standard speed. In fig. 8 curves have 
been prepared showing the working costs per annum for 
various types of motor-generators on the basis of current at 
8d. per unit. | 

Some remarkable reductions are noticeable between the 
working coste for Grade LI machines at 1,000 r.p.m., and 
h.e. machines at 2,000 r.p.m. (Curves A und B). 

For example, for the smaliest type of machine of 100-watts 
output, as commonly employed for charging automobile 
ignition accumulators, the cost per annum falls from £12°6 
to £8. Then taking a sumewhat larger machine of 1 kW 
output as might be used for plating purposes, the annual 


TW em-prr—IDeprsipus A SE 
d ae ee . c-r 


— — —— AAT ON 


Tom WORKING Costs we Pounos PER ANNUM. 


Uu. 1 | —2——— 
1 ^ 4 3 4 '& bo a 2 - 
RATED OuTPuT iN KW. or Moro GENR. 
Fic. 8.— ANNUAL“ WORKING Costs FOR MOTOR GENERATORS 
(2.400 HRS.) ON A BASIS oF CURRENT FOR MOTOR SIDE AT 
8D. PER UNIT. 


costs fall from £68 to £16. Lastly, noting the values for 
a machine of 10 kW output, the annual working cost falls 
from £500 to £385. 

If in the latter case where, for example, the motor- 
generator is required for welding purposes, the voltage ratio 
is approximately 3/1, then a further reduction to £300 could 

obtained by using a series connected machine. 


In fig. 9 some curves are drawn showing the actual cost . 
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of current at the generator terminals after the capital 
costs have been met, and the losses in the machines paid 
for ; these are based on power current to the motor terminals 
being obtained at the uniform rate of 3d. per unit. 

It would no doubt be surprising to many users of motor- 
generators to know that the actual coat of their regenerated 
current was two or three t. mes the initial cost of the power, 
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Fic. 9.—CURVES SHOWING THE CosT OF CURRENT IN PRNOR 
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THE PRICE OF POWER CURRENT TO THE PRIMARY SIDE BRING 
3D. PER UNIT. 


and for the small 100-watt charging machine, over four 
times the initial cost. 

These curves also illustrate the advantage of using 
machines of higher efficiency, the difference between the 
two curves being very marked. 

It has been found necessary to limit the scope of this 
investigation to direct-current machines, but some data 
relating to standard a.c. machines are given in Table II, 


> and may be cited as indicating the direction in which a 


choice of machines for economical working may be looked 


for. The particulars given in this table relate to machines 
. of b h.p., 50 ~ and 1,400 r.p.m. 


TABLE II. 
Type of motor. Full load efficiency. Approx. prices. 
Induction, three-phase, sq. cage... 86 % £70 
~ Induction, three-phase, wound rotor 84% £80 
Induction, one - phase, sq. age 81 7; £88 
Induction, one-phase, wound rotor 79 7, £100 
Repulsion, one-phase T TT 75 7, £130 


It is seen from this table that three-phase are preferable 
to single-phase motors, und that squirrel-cage rotors are 
more efficient than wound rotors. Wound rotors should 
only be employed where starting-current and torque condi- 
tions necessitate their use, and the repulsion-type motor 
where starting against considerable load is required. 

For motor-generator work the squirrel-cage induction 
motor should meet most requirements, 

In concluding this article it is pointed out that in many 
cases hard and fast rules cannot be adhered to in effecting 
a reduction of working costs, and a careful study of the 
following points is necessary before a decision can be 
arrived at :— | 

(a) Extent and nature of load. 

(b) Number of working hours per annum. 

(c) Purchase price of machine. 

(d) Maker's guaranteed efficiency curve. 

(e) Cost of current in district where machine is to be 
installed. 

However, certain facts have been established which 
should prove of use when laying out plant to the best 
economical advantage, and these are summarised below:— 

l. An inorease in rating of machines at present in stock 
up to the 90° F. limit (in accordance with the Engineering 
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Standards Association's decision such temperatures can be 
safely employed) would generally result in improved all- 
day ” efficiency. 

2. An increase in the first cost of a machine in many 
cases will be justified to obtain higher efficiency. 

3. High speeds up to reasonable working limits should 
be employed where driving conditions do not prohibit their 
use. 

4. The use of series-connected motor-generators offers con- 
siderable reductions in working costs where the ratios 
between primary and secondary voltages are favourable. 

5. Low-efficiency machines are best suited for operations 
in districts where the price of power 18 low, or where the 
number of working hours per year is small. 


REVIEWS. 


Ozone. By E. K. RIDEAL, M.B.E., M. X., 
]93; 94 figs. 
128. net. 


This book forms the second published section of the late Mr. 
B. Blount's "'Ireatise of Electro-Chemistry," which is in- 
tended to comprise a comprehensive’ series of separate mono- 
- graphs bused on the chapters of Mr. Blount’s well-known 
text-book. The scheme is an ambitious one, but it was worth 
the attempt, and it deserves success. 

The present book is by one of our younger electrochemists, 
a gifted and promising investigator, from whom much is 
expected. It is gratifying that the attractions of a professor- 
ship at the University of Illinois were not proof against the 
cali of his native land, and Dr. Rideal is now teaching electro- 
chemistry at Cambridge, Where we hope he will found a 
vigorous school of that branch of physical chemistry. Dr. 
Rideal has exceptional gifts as an expounder, not the least 
of which are his lucidity of stvle and his grasp of fundamentals, 
and his talent for teaching finds a ready outlet in the volume 
before us. The book, however, ìs not, in our view, well 
balanced. While no doubt ozone is in itself a substance of 
considerable interest, whether from the chemical point of 
view as an allotrope of oxygen, or from the electrical point of 
view as an accompaniment of many types of discharge, never- 
theless its chief claim to general attention lies in its remark- 
able properties as an oxidising agent—in other words, in its 
industrial apphcations—and yet to these the author devotes 
only about one-tifth, Just one chapter, of his book. We are 
far from underrating the importance of what appears to be 
purely academic discussion, but we do feel that if some of 
the space devoted to the consideration of theoretical methods 
ot producing ozone, such as thermal or electrolytic methods, 
had been devoted to a fuller and more critical account of its 
use or possibilities, say, in the oil, fat, and wax industries, 
or in organic chemistry generally, the book, excellent as it 
is, would have been far more helpful and stimulating. 

The electrical engineer, as such, will find Chapter VII the 
most interesting in the book, as it deals with the formation 
of ozone by the action of the silent discharge.in air at present 
the only method of manufacture that has attained technical 
nnportance, although the quartz mercury-vapour lamp ozoniser 
has possibilities worthy of scrutiny. The theoretical discus- 
sion in this chapter. is well handled, and the conditions favour- 
able to maximum production are brought out with precision 
und clearness. The accounts of the various ozonisers in use, 
however, are descriptixe on the*whole rather than critical. 
Possibly there do not exist sufficient quantitative data on 
which to base a critical discussion. "There is much scope for 
further experimental study of the industrial preparation of 
ozone. 

In the field of application the most extensive use of ozone 
at. present is for the sterilisation of water. We are told that 
over fifty sets of plant are in operation for this purpose; 
but while ozone may perhaps continue to be used in certain 
cases for completing the sterilising process, it is likely that 
electrolytic hypochlorite or chlorine—far cheaper products— 
are destined to replace ozone in course of time. 

Of great interest is the discussion of the rationale of air- 
purification by means of ozone, a process which must be 
assumed to be beneficial in view of its extending use on the 
London tube railways and elsewhere, but which nevertheless 
is at present difficult to explain in a satisfactory manner. We 
ean hardly accept the view sometimes put forward that the 
effect is purely psychological, but yet no evidence exists that 
the small quantities of ozone used can be germicidal—except 
in the air which actually passes through the ozoniser. 

It is clear that the remarkable properties and the future 
possibilities of ozone give it an interest quite out of propor- 
portion to its actual importance. 

Dr. Rideal’s book will, therefore, make a strong appeal to 
those whose Imagination is stimulated by the promise of 
‘What may be, rather than by the more prosaic performance 
of what actually is. 


Ph.D. Pp. vint 
London: Constable & Co., Ltd. 1920. Price 


An Introduction to Technical Electricity. 
B.Sc., A. R. C. Sc. Pp. 181; figs. 158. 
lan & Co., Ltd. Price Js. Od. net. 


The publishers’ note at the beginning of this work points 
out that the Education Act of 1918 will “call for a large exten- 
sion of elementary school work, and their Life and Work 
Series is meant to supply this demand. The volume on tech- 
nical electricity by Mr. Starling bas been specially written 
with a view to treating the subject in ù manner sultabie for 
young students. It is clearly written, and the subject matter 
is likely to make a very direct appeal to all readers. Since 
the book is primarily for class Work many simple illustrative 
experiments are described, and there are several test ques- 
tions at the end of each ‘chapter. The book could. be read 
without much difficulty by a private student, although ae fair 
knowledge of chemistry and some elementary algebra. are pre- 
supposed. It would add to the value of the book if a price 
list’ of the instruments and materials for the experiments were 
given, as many keen students are prevented by local circum- 
stances or by temperament from attending organised courses. 
The scope of the book includes Electric Circuits, Ohm's law, 
Primary and Secondary Cells, Induced Currents, and these 
subjects are illustrated in a very practical way. The only 
criticism which the reviewer has to oller is that the machines 
shown in the figures are completely out of date and can now 
be found only in museums. ‘The Elihu Thomson supply meter 
shown in fig. 149 has no potential resistance other than that 
of the armature, and although this may be rather beyond 
the scope of the readers, it is an error, and should be cor- 
rected. It would be better to describe a mercury motor meter 
as this type 1s far commoner in Britain than the commutator 
type. On the whole the book is very good. and can ceon- 
fidently be recommended. 


By S. G. STARLING, 
London: MacMal- 
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Second edition. 
Sir Isaac Pitman & Sons, 


Elementary Telegraphy. By H. W. PENDRY. 
Pp. 237; [50 figs. London: 
Ltd. Price 7s. 6d. net. 


This book, written especially to meet the requirements of. the 
first grade of the subject in the syllabus of the City and 
Guilds Institute, can be recommended confidently as a first 
text book in the art and science of telegraphy. In the ten 
years Which have elapsed since the first appearance of the 
book there have been various advances in practice, and these 
the author takes into account—so far as they fall within the 
province of the book—by describing later apparatus and in- 
cluding new and revised diagrams. As the book is intended 
prunarily for students a feature which will be generally ap- 
preciated is the appending of exercises to each chapter and 
the inclusion of the City and Guilds examination questions 
for the years 1905-1920 inclusive. It cannot be emphasised 
too strongly that the solution of definite problems is the best 
means of testing and establishing knowledge. A welcome 
addition from the reader’s point of view would be the inclusion 
of answers to all the numerical problems. 

Commencing with an introductory treatment of the funda- 
mental principles of electricity and magnetism, particularly 
as bearing upon telegraphy, the author proceeds. to deal with 
primary batteries and secondary cells as used in telegraphy. 
Telegraph instruments are then described, attention. being 
confined to the simpler equipment, all of which is well illus 
trated by photographs, by diagrams where necessary, and by 
connection diagrams in every case. Telegraph lines, overhead 
and underground, are next considered, all the main construc- 
tional components being described and illustrated. and good 
practical treatment being given to the main principles of 
erection and operation. ‘Testing instruments and the simnpler 
line tests are also considered in this chapter. * 

The simpler systems of manual telegraphy, duplex working. 
central and universal battery systems, and various develop- 
ments in this field are discussed in Chapter V, whilst the final 
chapter contains useful miscellaneous information on earth 
currents, and the protection of line and apparatus. 

The general verdict on this book will be that it is a volunie 
with a definite purpose which is very well fulfilled:. 


Telegraphy. By T. E. 
1.019 pages; 638 figures. London: 
Sons, Ltd. Price los. net. 


In reviewing this monumental work, long since familiar to 
every telegraph engineer, it is unnecessary to do more than 
notice the additions to the text in the new edition. In 
general, the work remains the finest and most coinprehensive 
treatment available for the telegraph enyineer, dealing as it 
does with the fundamental principles of magnetism and elev- 
tricity; primary and secondary cells; circuit laws and caleu- 
lations; current, voltage and resistance measurements ;. all the 
apparatus and circuits employed in various telegraph systems: 
and the construction and testing of overhead and underground 
lines. 

Several pages describing the: Kleinschmidt keyboard per- 
forator have been added to Chapter N on the Wheatstone 
automatic system. Chapter XVII on secondary cells has 
been overhauled, some additional information being iIncor- 
porated. The chemistry and physical phenomena of the. action 
are considered, plate and cell constructions are described st 


HERBERT. Fourth edition. revised: 


Sir Isaac Pitman & 
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considerable length, and very sound recommendations are 
made concerning the treatment of cells. 

Appendix C, dealing with the Gulstad relay, has been re- 
written with the incorporation of much information of special 
interest now that the G-reluy is adopted on so many long and 
difficult circuits. The G-relay has been, of course, the P.O. 
standard relay with the addition of auxiliary windings erm- 
ploying the Gulstad principle. ‘The vibrating relay increases 
the working margin on long high-speed Wheatstone circuits 
and increases the rate of transmission on some of the long 
underground and submarine cables by 50 per cent. The use 
of G-relavs on the London-Newcastle quadruple duplex 
Baudot line (858 miles, KR= 103,700) has dispensed with the 
repeater formerly required at Warrington. 

Though amplifying valves are not vet employed on telegraph 
circuits in this country, 
markable properties will soon be utilised. 


The author has, 
therefore, wisely gone ahead 


of present practice in this 


country and provided in the addendum a very useful treat- 


ment of the thermionic relay—its priae construction and 
application. 


No great success has yet been dinda in evolving formula . 
which will enable the working speed of a cable circuit to be 
There are many factors which cannot 


calculated directly. 
well be taken into account mathematically, hence the actual 
speed is lower than that indicated by formule, and the only 
safe practice is to base estimates upon the rate of working in 
circuits of similar construction but different length. In nerial 
lines the determining factor is the value of the received cur- 
rent, and the author gives an excellent résumé of J. L. 
Taylor's researches in this field. Atmospheric conditions in 
this country make the loss of current due to low insulation 
the limiting factor determining the permissible length of over- 
head telegraph wires. 

The addendum concludes with a description of the ee 
and an unbiased estimate as to its value in preventing tele- 
graphist’s cramp. The device, w hich is used considerably in 
America, consists of a lever w hich is moved to the left to send 
a dash, and which is held over to the right for varying periods, 
whilst the requisite number of dots is sent automatically by 
the vibration of a weighted spring. It is a question whether 
telegraphist’s cramp is not due generally to faulty technique 
on the part of the operator, and whether the risk of cramp 
cannot be virtually eliminated by the use of däuble current 
kevs instead of single current keys on busy circuits. 

In conclusion, it may be asserted that this volume remains 
the classic work on telegraphy both for engineers in practice 
and for students, who will be interested to know that the book 
is recommended by the C. & G. examiners. 


RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 
d PRACTICE. 


$ 


IN TURBINE 


% .. Discussion AT NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNP. 


MR. Ka BAUMANN'S paper on the above subject, which was 
abstracted in our issues of April 15th and 22nd, was discussed 
by members of the North-Eastern Centre of the Institution of 
Electrical Engineers on May 9th. l 

Mr. F. W. GARDNER, in opening the discussion, characterised 
the paper as essentially controversial, saying that many of the 
conclusions arrived at must on that account be open to ques- 
tion. The point of primary interest was its bearing on the 
old controversy which still raged round the relative merits of 
the two great types of turbine, i.e., impulse and reaction. The 
next point was the author's dislike: for the tandem turbine. 
At the outset he belittled the performance of tandems with 
a two-flow exhaust by ruthlessly dividing the output by two, al- 
though the fundamental virtue of a tandem machine was its 
adaptability for the two-flow arrangement. The speaker re- 
ferred to the tandem as a means of increasing the output at a 
given speed ey ond the maximum attainable efticiently with a 
single ` -ovlinder. ^ The alternative was the multi-exhaust 
described in the paper. That, he suggested, added appreciably 
to the length. weight, and complexity of the turbine and. 
therefore, to its cost. The paper contained no evidence to 
show that a multi-exhaust could be as effective as a two-flow 
tandem machine in keeping down leaving losses. The blade 
height that could be used with a given mean diameter and 
stress was greater in the tandem, as the complication of an 
abrupt change of section half-way up the blade was not re- 
quired. Further. the multi-exhaust necessitated the intro- 
duction of a labyrinth: of idle blades and guide passages, the 
losses in which must be considerable. The multi-exhaust 
undoubtedly marked an advance upon a single exhaust. 
hut some ‘more concrete evidence of its actual performance was 
required before thev could share the author's optimism about 
its efficiency. The paper showed that a given area through the 
last, row was best obtained bv adopting a tall blade on a small 
disk-—that was, by making the ratio of blade height over dia- 


there can be no doubt that their re-. 


meter as large as possible; and in that respect the reaction tur- 
bine had an advantage over the impulse type. because the 
limiting value of that ratio depended, tinally, on the possibility 
of providing against blade vibration rather than on the 
theoretical value of the stress in the material. Vibration was 
most efllectively prevented by binding the blades together at 
frequent intervals along their length, and that could be done 
without appreciable loss of etticiency in reaction blades, as 
the velocity of the steam at the inlet edge was comparatively 
low with that type. Also the spread of the blades at the tips 
could be made greater with reaction blading without serious 
loss of effüciency. There was another reason why a tandem 
arrangement was advantageous. ‘The practice of reheating the 
steam at the stage where the initial superheat disappeared was 
developing, and might very soon be widely adopted for large 
plant. In that case, the whole of the steam had to be with- 
drawn from the turbine and then returned for the remainder 
of the expansion, and the turbine, therefore, automatically 
became a two-cylinder machine. The same applied in a lesser 
degree where steam was bled from the turbine at two or more 
points for heating the boiler-feed water, as it seemed impro— 
bable that all the necessary -belts for steam extraction and also 
a multi-exhaust could be crowded into the span of a single 
shaft, at all events if the exhaust were of the more com- 
plicated type foreshadowed in the description. The section of 
the paper dealing with the correction factors which had to be 
applied to reduce the actual steam conditions of a test to the 
design standards had been very carefully and thoroughly 
worked out. A comparison of the new curve ‘given for the 
vacuum correction with that given in the author's earlier paper 


. showed clearly how the leaving losses had increased in import- 


ance with the increase in the size of turbo-alternators. 
Such curves had been 'in use by designers for a long time, 
but had not, he thought, previously been published, and the 
author's new curve should be of much service for general 
purposes, though in supplying correction charts for large plant 
the manufacturer would prefer to treat each case individually. 
since the curve was applicable only to plant rated atrictly in 
accordance with the author's definition of economic rating, 
and it was hardly possible to include all the widely: differing 
cases occurring in practice accurately in a single curve. 

Mr. T. WarrE was not very much concerned about the ques- 


tion of impulse or reaction turbines referred to by the last 
. .gpeaker, but was more interested in the matter of breakdown. 


The matter of maximum size of the turbine depended. largely, 
to his mind, upon the kind of system to be used. Despite all 
the technical skill used, breakdowns did occur and, so far as 
electrical undertakings were concerned, the first point was 
reliability, and that being so the maximum size of any turbine 
should be just such as, in the case of broakdown, would permit 
of the load being carried within the capacity of the remaining 
plant. He agrced with the author that the factor of safety 
should be increased with the size of the turbine, and favoured 
the figure of 15 per cent.. for their experience was that 10 per, 
cent. did not provide a sufficient margin. With regard to the 
author’s remarks on the by-passing of steam, he pointed out 
that the turbine was not de signed to run on overload long. 
and those who permitted this were not looking after. their 
business well. 

Mr. Dowson drew attention to the fact that it had always 
been the policy to aim at reliability first, and after that 
economy. When the author read his former paper in 1912 
they were thought to be falling away because they were below 
the speed figures given. In 1915 their maximum surface speed 
was 500 ft., while that of the impulse turbine was much 
higher. They had always used ordinary carbon steel, and one 
of the features of the Parsons turbine in this country was its 
simplicity. “Regarding the author's remarks on the factor of 
safety in the large turbine, he did not think anyone could say 
anything against the reaction design in the way of lowering 
that factor. That question also brought out that of tandem 
turbines, which were introduced first as reaction machines, and 
he thought that the value of that design was quite under- 
stood. With regard to the multi-exhaust, which he admitted 
was very ingenious, he did not quite agree with the justifi- 
cation put forward by the author, because in a given power. 
station they did not necessarily want to install as large a tur- 
bine as they could. He thought the better way was to use a 
higher vacuum, which under present circumstances, should not 
present any great difficulties. 


Electricaliv-Treated Seed —Mr. A. H. Forder, contractor 
for- the electricity supply for Laura, South Australia. has 
during the past two vears treated seed wheat and oats with 
electricity for experimental purposes. Mr. H. L. Tomlinson. 
of Taplan, near Loxton, sowed the electrified seed alongside 
wheat of the same variety treated in the ordinary wav 
(pickled). Each was given the same chance. In growth right 
through the electrified seed was superior, and at the finish 
went 31 bushels to the acre against 27. Mr. Tomlinson con- 
siders it would be a good plan to electrifv all the seed reaped 
from the experimenfal plot, and sow again this year on clean 
land for the purpose of carrving the experiments further. 
The grain resulting from the electrically-treated seed seems to 


he much improved, and is free from smut.—The Leader, Mel- 
bourne. 
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A MARCONI WIRELESS TELEPHONE SET FOR AIRCRAFT. 


A PAMPHLET recently published by Messrs. MancoNi's WIRE- 
LESS TELEGRAPH Co., LD., gives a full description of a com- 
bined wireless telephone transmitter and receiver for installa- 
tion on aircraft for communication to ground stations or other 
aircraft. 

The chief characteristic of the set is that it combines in 
one box both transmitter and receiver (fig. 1), connected 
permanently by cables to a small control set (fig. 2). This 
control unit can be mounted conveniently to the hand of the 
user, while the set proper can be installed in the most con- 
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FIG. 1. RECEIVER AND TRANSMITTER. 


venient position. A small wind-driven 
generator supplies all power for trans- 
mission, both h. p. at 1,500 V and 0.1 A, 
for the oscillatory circuits, and l.p. at 
7 V and 5 A for the valve filaments of 
the receiver; a ''send-receive " switch 
is used for changing over. An accumu- 
lator floats across the l.p. supply ter- 
minals, but does not actually supply 
power, acting merely as a voltage regu- 
lator when the generator varies in 
speed, and it also helps to smooth out 
the ripple on the generator commu- 
tator. The generator is of unusual de 
sign, and consists of two entirely 
separate machines in one case, driven by 
à common shaft, the axes of the 
machines being parallel. The h.p. 
machine is simply a common type of 
self-excited d.c. generator. The other 
machine, with its separate magnetic 
field, has two commutators, the forward 
one giving a high-pressure supply. The 
second commutator gives 7 or 8 V, and 
is used for the self-excitation of its field 
windings. By this arrangement the l. p. 
machine runs continuously, while the 
h.p. machine can be switched on or off 
without disturbing the l.p. supply. On 
transmission, therefore, the l.p. machine 
power is diverted to the transmitting 
valve filaments and the h.p. machine is 
switched on by completing the circuit 
from its lp. commutator to its field 
coils, but on reception the h.p. is 
switched off and the l.p. machine power 
diverted . to the receiving valve fila- 
ments. The design is such that 


generator noise on reception is negligible. A l.p. smoothing 
terminals to help 


condenser is connected across the l. p. 
eliminate noise. 

Power is fed from the generator by a five-way cable 
consisting of four wires bunched in dn outer aluminium 
braided covering, the latter forming one of the conductors. 
to & smoothing condenser. This condenser is connected 
across the positive h.p. and the negative common earth (the 
braided covering). The condenser smoothes out the h.p. 
ripple, and the containing box carries a plug junction for 
the power feeders. This enables the generator wires to be 
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disconnected quickly from the main wiring of the apparatus 
if the generator is to be removed from its mounting on the 
machine. 

The power feeders lead on from the smoothing condenser 
to the remote-control -unit, which mounts the send-receive 
switch and the receiver adjustment. The send-receive 
switch, which is operated by the central handle, determines 
whether the power shall be carried to transmitter or receiver. 
It switches off the h.p. and lights the receiver filaments cn 
reception, or lights the transmitting filaments and applies 
the h.p. to the transmitting oscillating 
and control circuits on transmission, 
and furthermore. appropriately changes 
over the aerial. The two remaining 
handles apply to the receiver and con- 
trol the tuning condenser for adjusting 
to the correct wave-length and a resist- 
ance for cutting down the loudness of 
the speech when flying near a ground 
station. 

The transmitter consists of the usual 
oscillatory circuits for the generation of 
continuous waves and the low frequency 
control circuits for modulating the in- 
tensity of these waves. The former 
circuits comprise a power valve with 
reaction and aerial coils. A wave- 
length switch cuts in or out a certain 
part of the aerial coil. Thus every set 
is capable of radiating two wave- 
lengths; with the standard windings 
these are 900 metres for the aircraft 
wave and 600 metres for communication 
with ships or land stations. "The control 
circuits embody a microphone trans- 
former, choke, and control valve for 
amplifying the voltage variations of the 
microphone transformer and super- 
imposing these on the h.p. supply. 

The receiver is a five-valve circuit con- 
sisting of three high-frequency ampli- 
fying valves, one detector valve, and a 
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Fic. 2.—Controu UNIT. 0 


note magnifier. The valves are lighted from the commutator 
of the l.p. generator and fed with h.p. power from a battery. 
The condenser in the control unit gives fine variations of 
wave-length about a fixed length. When used as an operator- 
controlled set, however. it is possible to obtain wave-lengths 
of from 450 to 1,000 metres by the use of an induction tapping 
switch, which provides a coarse wave-length adjustment. 
the finer changes being given by the movement of the con- 
denser in the control unit. The aerial circuit is inductively 
coupled to the first high-frequency valve through a so-calk 

aperiodic coil. This coil, when loosely coupled to the aerial 
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circuit, has a natural wave-length equal to that of the stan- 
dard, to be worked to. On tightening the couple, however, 
the mutual inductance of the aerial and aperiodic coil tends to 
bring in two possible resonance points, one higher and one 
lower than the wave obtained with loose coupling. Thus. 
by varying the coarse wave-length switch in combination 
with the control condenser, the aerial circuit is tuned. The 
whole of the high-frequency circuits are screened in one metal 
box and the aperiodic and aerial coils are screened themselves 
from the high-frequency transformers. Reaction 1s arranged 
for so that the set can be made to oscillate and work as an 
auto-heterodyne circuit for the reception of continuous waves, 
or can be given increased sensitivity for the reception of weak 
signals by increasing the reaction. i 

The high-frequency transformers are damped very heavily 
so that the reaction adjustment is fully controllable from the 
appropriate handle, and is not greatly affected by wave-length 
changes or filament brightness. Low resistance telephones 
are used connected across the secondary terminals of a step- 
down iron-core transformer so that there is no danger of de- 
magnetising the telephones by the anode current through 
the note-magnifying valve. The telegraph unit has a key, 
buzzer, and switch. In one position the key is arranged to 
cut up the continuous waves into Morse by opening and 
closing the grid resistance, and so will give continuous wave 
transmission. In the second position of the switch a buzzer 
replaces the microphone, the control valve becomes operative, 
and an interrupted continuous wave is sent out. A third 
contact on the switch short-circuits the key and throws the 
microphone into circuit in place of the buzzer. 

To enable the user to hear his own voice above the noise 
of the engines, and thus correct any tendency to shout, the 
secondary of the microphone transformer at its earth ” end 
is connected in series with the telephones of the receiver. 
This impairs the sensitivity of neither the transmitter nor 
receiver. 

The generator, in cases of emergency. can be run from an 
accumulator as a motor-generator, but this means additional 
weight for the machine. The total weight of the apparatus 
described is 63.5 lb. The largest part of the equipment 
measures 14.5 in. by 6.75 in. by 10 in. It will be seen from 
these figures that the whole of the equipment adds but a 
nevligible quantity to the weight carried by the machine in 
which it is installed. 


“THE BRITISH SCIENCE GUILD. 


Tue fifteenth annual meeting of the Guild was held, by kind 
permission of the Warden and Court of Assistants, in the 
Goldsmiths’ Hall on June 8th. 

In presenting the annual report, LORD MONTAGU or BEAU- 
LIEU, K. C. I. E., C.S.I. (president), made reference to the 
industrial questions stil awaiting a solution, and reiterated 
the oft-expressed opinion that only increased output could 
restore the nation to a normal basis. To secure this increased 
production the scientific habit of mind must be inculcated into 
the minds of workers and masters alike. This would lead 
to a wider outlook, and lead them to seek the truth. 
Science aimed at truth. Since the banishment from the 
Garden of Eden, the success of men in ninety-nine cases out 
of a hundred, bad been due to hard work aided by science; 
by men working a little harder than their fellows. The 
speaker sympathised with Lord Robert Cecil's views upon 
the working of the League of Nations, but he thought the possi- 
bility of success in this direction was still far off. To bring 
about the necessary state of mind education, in which science 
would play a prominent part, was needed. Science was 
becoming of more and more importance to the individui as 
well as to the nation. Turning to the report, Lord Montagu 
spoke. with regret of the lóss to science caused by the deaths 
of Sir Norman Lockyer and Sir Wilham Mather, who had 
been foremost in furthering the success of the Guild. — The 
wcrk of the Guild during the year was then briefly reviewed. 

An important activity during the year had been the pre- 
paration of a catalogue of British scientific and technical books. 
This catalogue was the most comprehensive of its kind in 
existence, and contained particulars as to the author, title, 
size, date of last edition, publisher, and price of every volume 
on sclence and technology (with the exception of elementary 
school books) now in publishers’ lists. More than six thou- 
sand titles had been classified. 

The committee had had under consideration the utilisation 
of science in publie departments. It urged that technical and 
scientific officers should have a status in every way equal to 
that accorded to the administrative staff.“ and that the scale 
of their salaries should, in order to correspond with the measure 
of their responsibilities, be raised to the same standard as that 
of the administrative staff.“ 

In order to make the work of the Guild more generally 
known outside London, and to increase its membership and 
thereby its influence, the interest of the members in the 


provinces had been enlisted in the establishment of local 
branches or groups, which would assist in carrying on 
the main work of the Guild, and also engage upon local 
problems. Steps were being taken to establish such groups 
in Birmingham, Bristol, Cardiff, Dublin, Dundee. Leeus, 
Leicester, Liverpool, Manchester, and Newport (Mon.). 

Meetings of Rotary Clubs had been addressed at Bristol 
(by Sir Richard Gregory) and at Brighton and Portsmouth 
(by Mr. J. J. Robinson). Several of them had already joined 
the Guild, and in others the decision to do so awaited con- 
firmation. A conference between representatives of these 
clubs and local groups of the Guild with the Executive 
Committee was being arranged for July. 

A sub-committee had been appointed to inquire into the 
position of the manufacture of British laboratory ware, porce- 
lain, filter paper, and microscopes, as regarded supply, cost, 
and quality, in comparison with imported goods. In December 
last the representatives of the manufacturers of opticar in- 
struments gave evidence to the committee on the position of 
the British optical industry as affected by German com- 
petition. 

A conference on ''Science and Labour in the Modern 
State had been suggested. A meeting was held between 
the Parliamentary Corumittee of the Guild and representatives 


of the Labour Party last July, at which the idea of such a 


conference was approved ; but owing to the disturbed industrial 
conditions, it had been necessary to postpone further action 
for the present. 

Upon the motion of Lord AvEBURY, seconded by Sir JOHN 
COCKBURN, K.C.M.G., the report was adopted, and the follow- 


ing were elected vice-presidents: The Lord Mayor of London, 


the Very Rev. William R. Inge, C.V.O. (Dean of St. Paul's), 
and Sir Richard A. S. Redmayne, K.C.B. 

Dean INGE then addressed the meeting, taking as his subject 
he Road to Ruin and the Way Out." He said that a 
diagnosis of social and industrial disease was the first neces- 
sity, and having made this, he found that the strike was 
the most serious feature. Science and religion were solutions 
of the existing unrest. Christianity, like science, said that they 
must get their values right, and religious idealism did not draw 


‘them away from happiness and progress. 


Sir RICHARD A. S. HERMAXNE spoke on The Importance of 
Research in the Development of the Mineral Industries.” 

The present state of the civilised world was, he said, econo- 
inically, paradoxical. The necessity for commodities was 
very great, yet the production of them was so costly that 
industry was languishing for lack of orders. The explanation 
lay, he thought, in a combination of circumstances: 
A feeling of insecurity due to unsettled political and 
financial conditions. Hence, a disposition to conserve 
rather than to utilise in commercial ventures such capital as 
was available; the incidence of rate of exchange; the high 
cost of production consequent on the high cost of living and 
the higher standard of comfort demanded by the 5 
classes (and rightly so demanded) than formerly obtained, an 
the lower and still apparently decreasing productive power of 
labour. The first two conditions would in part right them- 
selves in process of time as the various political problems were 
solved, or partly solved, and rates of exchange would then tend 
towards the normal; but a very great deal depended upon the 
last two conditions, as the future position of production was 
not easy to forecast. The solution was the discovery by 
research. of cheaper means of production, and, by research. 
to create new outlets. The cost of production of coal could 
be reduced by the wider application of the most up-to-date 
methods of getting.“ in transporting and using coat. In 
some of our largest industries coal, next to wages, was the 
highest item of cost. The way of research, therefore, appeared 
to be along the lines of the more efficient use of coal. The 
economic utilisation of low-grade fuels was a matter of great 
moment. There were in this, as in all coal-producing coun- 
tries, vast quantities of coal which it did not pay to work 
owing to the low price realisable thereon. Probably the use 
of so-called colloidal fuel offered a solution, and would render 
their use practicable and profitable. À 

The low temperature carbonisation of coal, too, was at 
present occupying the minds of many investigators, and might 
lead to the more extensive use of low-grade fuels. 

The stores of liquid mineral oil would not last for ever; 
indeed, it was probable that the next fifty years would see. if 
not the complete exhaustion of this source of oil. at any 
rate a near approach to it. They must turn, therefore, to- 
wards distillation of oil-bearing mineral—oi! shales and coal— 
to take the place of the present petroleum supplies. 

The available reserves of high-grade iron ores in Great 
Britain were nearer exhaustion than were the coal supplies. 
More and more, too, the world would have to turn to the 
poorer grade of ore—a wide field was offered for research 
work in devising economic methods for its reduction. — 

Mr. Picard, in his presidential address to the Institution 
of Mining and Metallurgy in 1919, said in the province of 
general metallurgy the increasing use of the Cottrell process 
deserved special mention. " 

In the work of research the universities were peculiarly 
fitted to take an important—a leading—part. The Departinent 
of Scientific and Industrial Research might well endow univer- 
sity scientific research on chemical, metallurgical, and en- 
gineering work, supervising and co-ordinating and publishing 
the results. 
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NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS AND PLANT. 


Readers are invited to submit particulars of new or improved devices and apparatus, which will be published 
. 4f considered of sufficient interest. 


A Contactor Arc Splitter. 


Inasmuch as magnetic control apparatus is now used for 
the control of electrical machinery in practically every in- 
dustry, and as the reliability of any such system 1s directly 
dependent upon the reliability of the contactor, the latter 
in turn depending upon the proper functioning and durability 
of the contact tips, a new device recently developed by the 
WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC INTERNATIONAL Co., of East Pitts- 
burgh, Pu., U.S.A., should be of considerable interest. By 
the use of an “arc splitter " it is suid that the life of con- 
tactor tips used in conjunction with electric control equipment 
can be doubled. The improvement consists of a refractory 
element which is so placed in the are box of the magnetic 
blow-out as to project into the path of the arc. This pro- 
jection forces the arc to pass around it, and thereby lengthens 
its path. The lengthening of the arc increases its resistance 


Fic. 1.— MacGNrETIC BLow-ovuT CONTACTOR 
WITH ARC SPLITTER. 


and causes it to rupture more rapidly, and, in addition. the 
travel of the arc over the surface of the splitter tends to 
cool the arc gases, which also causes the arc to rupture more 
rapidly. Quick arc rupture reduces the wear on the contacts 
and thus increases the life and reliability, not only of the 
contactor, but of the entire control system. 

As shown in fig. 1, the arc splitter is placed immediately 
above the contactor tips. A transverse magnetic field is 
produced by the magnetic blow-out where the are occurs, 
and the action of the arc in this field is similar to that which 
takes place in a motor when a current-carrying conductor is 
placed in a magnetic field. The conductor, which in this 
case 1s the arc, moves in the same direction as it would in 
an electric motor, and the arc is forced out by this move- 
ment and consequently lengthened. The action not only 
lengthens the arc. but also forces it against the splitter 
Which accentuates this action. 


A New Method of Stage Lighting. 


lighting is an enormously influential factor in the produc- 
tion of modern stage plays; especially in plays of a specta- 
cular nature and in those which appeal chiefly to the visual 
sense, lighting is all important. A play may be made or 
marred by light, and the producer, as a rule, knows exactly 
what he wants in the way of lighting effects; but, until 
recently, he has not been able to get the necessary apparatus. 
Where results in advance of the common standard have been 
achieved, they have usually been due to ingenious improvisa- 
tions by the stage electrician. 

The new system of stage lighting designed and manufac- 
tured by the British THomson-Houston Co., LTD., Mazda 
House, 77, Upper Thames Street, E.C. 4, is. however. claimed 
to be free from the common defects of. and as a consequence 
more effective and adaptable than, the traditional method. 

Briefly described, the new equipment is a combination of 
three elements—the X-ray mirror reflector, the Mazda gas- 
filled lamp, and a metal framework to hold coloured gelatine 
slides. The required number of units, each consisting of a 
lamp, reflector. and colour slide, are assembled in a specially- 
designed metal trough. 

B.T.H. stage lighting equipment is supplied in four different 
patterns, viz.. (a) concentrating battens which are intended 
for the intense illumination of particular sections of the stage 
They are equipped with ' Jupiter N-rav reflectors and 
with either 100 or watt Mazda gastilled lamps. Tsing 
100-watt lamps. this form of batten gives a downward illn- 
mination of 1.000 c.p. ner lamp. that is, a batten containing 
30 100-watt lamps would project a light of 30,000 c.p. on to 


the stage; (b) for the general illumination of the stage dis- 
tributing battens (fig. 4). equipped with Scoop X-ray 
reflectors and 100 or 60-watt Mazda gasfilled lamps are re- 
commended, while (c) special ' E. 60" X-ray reflectors and 
GÜU-watt gastilled lamps are used in the float and proscenium 
strip. Pig. 3 illustrates footlights. 

It is said that in many cases the installation of B.T.H. 
equipment may be expected to bring about increases in over- 
all etticiency of up to 200 per cent. Another economical advan- 
tage is that a smaller number of larger lamps can be used, 
thereby reducing the expense of replacements and mainten- 
ance, and the fact that in the new system it 1s not necessary 
for the lamps themselves to be coloured, saves them from a 
great deal of the handling and consequent breakage to which 
such lamps are commonly exposed. 

From the colour standpoint the system under review is 
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Fic. 3.—B.T.H. X-ray FOOTLIGHTS. 


superior to earlier methods. Colour effects are obtained by the 
use of gelatine slides; over the mouth of each reflector is 
fitted a sliding frame into which the gelatine is slipped. and 
it is very easy to change the colours about as desired in a 
few seconds by the substitution of one set of slides for another. 

The B.T.H. system has already been installed in two of 


the leading London theatres, and the equipment for severa! 


other theatres is now being made. We understand. by the 
way. that this company is busy. with the manufacture of other 
few seconds by the substitution of one set of slides for another. 
able utility in. the theatrical world. 


The Priory‘ ' Ceiling Fitting. 


We have received from THE PRIORY ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 
Co., Lrp., Bath Street. Birmingham, a sample of a new type 
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Itc. 4. Tse " Priory Cemwixne FITTING. 


of ceiling fitting which they have introduced. This fitting. 
which is illustrated in fig. 4, comprises a rectangular brass 
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clamping plate provided with a lug at each end and holes for 
screws to fix it to a ceiling. A block of insulating material is 
held by two retaining pieces forming part of the plate, and in 
this block two terminals are fitted. The other part, completing 
the device, is a metal cone which fits over the block and 
plate; two recesses on an inner rim fit over the end lugs 
of the brass clamping plate, and the cone is turned until 
two small stops on the lugs engage with corresponding holes 
in the rim. An insulating bush is fitted in the entry hole 
at the apex of the cone. The cone is made in various finishes, 
as Florentine bronze, old brass, &c.. and is very effective in 
appearance. The chief advantages claimed for the new fitting 
are an absence of breakable parts and a reduction: in the 
labour necessary for fixing the device. 


A Neon Lamp Adapter. 


_ The Neon lamp has at present only been generally developed 
in a 1-c.p. size, and for this reason is not suitable for ordinary 
lighting purposes. It is, therefore, necessary to make arrange- 
ments for a more powerful lamp as well, the Neon lamp being 
used only when little illumination is required. To obviate the 
necessity of changing lamps for this purpose, ELECTRICAL 
Utiuities, Lro., has recently brought out a double adapter 
in which two lamps, one Neon and one ordinary type, can 
be fixed. It is fitted with an internal switch actuated by a 
metallic bar and cords are attached to the bar enabling either 
of the lamps to be switched on easily. The device is called 
the “ Dim-Bright adapter. 


Celastoid. 


A new safety celluloid entitled Celastoid "has been intro- 
duced by the BRITISH CELLULOSE & CHEMICAL MANUFACTURING 
Co., I., of 8, Waterloo Place, S. W.1; it is claimed that this 
material has the good qualities of ordinary celluloid without 
the bad ones. It is non-explosive, non-porous, non-hygro- 
scopic, can be worked. moulded, drilled, &c., with ease, and 
takes a high polish; it can be jointed with acetone solution 
and similar solvents, and can be supplied transparent or of 
any desired colour, in sheets, rods, and tubes. It has a 
dielectric strength of 120.000 volts per centimetre. Amongst 
the varied uses to which it has already been put are electric 
Hun: fittings and bowls, covering telephone receivers, and fan 


A New ELECTRICAL VULCANISER—CORRECTION.—O wing to an 
addition to a proof the final sentence of the 1 in 
our last issue read: '' The illustration is reproduced from the 
motor." We intended, of course, to acknowledge our in- 
debtedness to our contemporary of that name. 


— rM 
THE FARADAY SOCIETY. 


THE PROBLEM OF THE FUEL CELL. 


Tus possibilities of converting the potential energy stored 
up in carbon or coal directly into electrical energy, through 
the medium of a primary battery, seem to exercise a peren- 
nial fascination on inventors. This is not to be wondered 
at when we recollect that the best means of transformation 
at our disposal—gas-producer, gas engine, and dynamo—only 
yields & 25 per cent. return, while the more usual construc- 
tion of boiler, steam engine, and dynamo reduces the figure 
to 10 or 15 per cent. The prize awaiting the inventor—or 
the exploiter—of the successful fuel-cell is assuredly beyond 
the dreams of avarice. In the meantime many have attempted 
the solution, and if none has succeeded, the trial has yielded 
results of considerable interest to the electrical engineer, and 
5 promising avenues of advance have been indicated 
that are well worthy of further exploration. The r on 
this subject, therefore, read before "the Faraday Society on 
May 9th by Dr. E. K. Rideal and Mr. U. R. Evans served 
a useful purpose in focusing interest and discussion on fuel- 
cells; and in summing up for us the attempts of the past 
and the possibilities of the immediate future. 

The authors classified fuel-cells under the headings of: (1) 
Direct; (2) semi-direct; and (3) indirect fuel-cells. In the 
firs$ class eolid fuel is burnt, but the electrodic reactions are 
so slow that polarisation is very great, and this has so far 
prevented the construction of a useful cell. Most of the cells 
are too well known to call for description here, excepting the 
Baur and Ehrenberg type, in which a carbon box is the 
anode, fused borax the electrolyte, and fused silver saturated 
with air the cathode, equivalent to an oxygen electrode. The 
cell yields 0.95 volt which drops to 0.5 volt when yielding a 
current of 90 milliamps. 

The Read cell is also interesting. In this, thin gold foil is 
the cathode, and fused borax containing manganese (added as 
manganese dioxide) is the electrolyte. A battery of six cells 
has been constructed in series, built one on the top of the 


0.2 volt with a current of 100 milliamps. 
. voltage was 0.35 


other, in a rather ingenious manner. The, whole cell ia con- 
tained in a shallow Battersea crucible, which arrangement 
provides in the cathode compartment a large surface area of 
contact between the fused bath and the atmosphere, with a 
view to maintaining the manganese in the oxidised condition. 
Air is not bubbled through the liquid. The attackable 
material at the anode is powdered coal, in which a graphite 
electrode cut into the form of a grid is embedded, and serves 
to put the whole into electrical contact with the external 
circuit. | 

Each cell of this battery gave an e.m.f. of 0.9 volt, and 
a current of 185 milliamps. over a 44 ohms resistance falling at 
the end of an hour to 157 milliamps. This current is not 
unsatisfactory considering the size of cell used, but the drop 
is very significant. l l 

In the second type of cell the coal is converted into a 
gaseous fuel, carbon monoxide, or hydrogen, and the gas 
used in the cell. The famous Grove gas cell is an example 
of this type, and an improved form of it was long ago made 
by Mond and Sanger in which very large electrode areas were 
provided to minimise polarisation. The use of platinum in 
this cell puts it out of court. Baur and Ehrenberg have also 
constructed cells of this type, using nickel saturated with car- 
bon monoxide or hydrogen as positive electrode, fused borax 
as electrolyte, and molten eilver containing oxygen as nega- 
tive electrode. With the former gas polarisation was rapid, 
but the hydrogen cell giving 1 volt on open circuit dropped 
only to 0.5 volt when providing a current of 60 milliamps. 

The indirect fuel cells are either of the oxygen-reduction 
type or the metal-anode type. A typical cell is that of 
Jungner, improved by Taitelbaum. In the former two carbon 
electrodes are immersed in warm concentrated sulphuric acid 
in separate compartments. The cathode is graphite, and air 
is forced into the cathode compartment; the anode is lumps — 
of carbonaceous matter. The acid in the cathode chamber 
contains an oxygen-carrier such as nitric oxide, that in the 
anode chamber becomes charged with sulphur dioxide due 
to reaction between the acid and the fuel. In Taitelbaum’s 
variety salts of metals which exist in two states of oxidation 
(e.g., Fe, Hg, Cc, Th, and V) act as oxygen carriers, and 
the metal is kept in a highly oxidised condition in the one 
compartment by the action of the air, and in the reduced con- 
dition in the other by the action of the fuel—coal gas, acety- 
lene, or similar fuels. On the whole vanadium was the most 
promising metal to employ, and in one cell at 200 deg. C. a 
voltage of 0.65 was obtained which, however, dropped to 
At 950 deg. G. the 


Much interesting experimental work in this direction has 
been done by Nernst, who has aimed at producing an oxida- 
tion and reduction cell which would work at from 49 to 60 
deg. O., and appears to favour titanium, thallium, and 
cerium. He has also suggested the use of chlorine gas, pro- 
duced (and regenerated) by the Deacon process, as the oxidis- 
ing agent in certain fuel cells. The production of current by 
the recombination of the hydrogen and chlorine produced at 
electrolytic alkali works is suggested as a promising field for 
investigation. 

Nernst would seem to be of the opinion that the most 
important factor in an indirect cell is the velocity with which 
the fuel will reduce the metal to the lower state of oxidation 
and the velocity with which the air will oxidise the metal 
in the other compartment. Unless the reducing and oxidising 
reactions can keep pace with the production of current, it 
is clear that the cell will, sooner or later. cease to work, 
when the materials originally added will have become ex- 
hausted. The authors point out that polarisation depends 
both on the electrode area and the cell volume, and it is the 
second factor which introduces the element of time. 

Dr. Rideal and Mr. Evans next described the experimental 
work they themselves have recently carried out. One part 
of this dealt with the trial of fused electrolytes which sre 
not oxidising agents. One example was phosphate glass 
mixture " consisting of one part sodium pyrophosphate and 
two parts potassium dihydrogen phosphate. This mixture 
when fused dissolves most oxides readily (to form “ glosses *’), 
and it formed a ready medium for studying the oxidising and 
reducing effects already referred to. A cell built up on 
principle, however, was not very promising in consequence 
of polarisation effects, and this line of advance was abandoned. 

inally, the authors experimented on the metal-anode type 
of cell. At first thoughts this would not be called a fuel-cell; 
it becomes one indirectly (as, indeed. does every primary 
battery) if carbon or coal be used for reducing the oxidised 
anode. It was found that tin being easily reduced from its 
compounds was a likely metal to experiment with, and a 
series of cella was made with this metal and also with lead. 
The tin cells were hopeful. The one which gave the best 
results contained dilute hydrochlorine acid with a cast tin 
anode in the outer jar and a carbon electrode inside a porous 
pot as the cathode, immersed in & solution of hydrochloric acid 
and ferric chloride. Air was bubbled continuously through 
this mixture. It was found that when the ferric chloride 
was regenerated at the suitable rate, depending on the cur- 
rent flowing, a steady voltage of about 0.66 resulted. There 
was less polarisation at 80 to 100 deg. C., but other difficulties 
arose which probate y could be overcome. Unfortunately the 
experiments have had to be abandoned for the time being. 
and there the matter stands. 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 
MOT YET PUBLISHED.) 


‘Gempiled expressly for this journal by Messrs. Szrtow-Jones, O'DziL AND 
, Chartered Patent Agents, 285, High Holborn, London, W.C. 1. 


35,543. “ Electric switches and fuses.” W. L. Barber and Midland Elec- 
or Lr arr turing Co. June 6th. 


. '" Cutters for removing insulation from electric wires.” 
Juse Gth. 


15,591. “ Control systems for electric motors.” 
trieal Co., Ltd. June 6th. 


35,007. 


V. S. King. 


Metropolitan-Vickers Elec- 


(United States, June 9th, 1920.) 
“ X-ray tubes." W. E. Schall. June 6th. 


H. Ricbardson. 
, “ Electric flashing apparatus." W. J. Mellersh-Jackson (Bossard 

RaiWway Signal Corporation). June 6th. 

36,005. “Tidal hydro-electric engine." P. Bowie. June 6th. 


j ward “ Electric locomotives.” H. Clough and Greenwood & Batley, Ltd. 
use 7%. 
1549845. '' Magneto-electric machines." R. Bosch Akt.-Ges. June 7th. 


‘Germany, June 7th, 1920.) 
15,64D. ‘ Electric connections.” 
'* Sparking-plugs.”’ 


Là 
35,654. 
jwme 7th. 
35,670. “ Electromagnetic chucking device.“ 
7. (Germany, July 24th, 1920.) 
45, 681. Automatic cut-outs.” J. Richards. June 7th. 


15,729. “ Multiple electro-mechanical relay for equilibrated polyphase clec- 
tric circuits." A. Balducci. June 7th. 


H. Mooa. June 7th. 
Igna Engineering Co., Ltd., and H. R. Wilks. 


F. Krupp Akt.-Ges. June 


B, 777. Power plants." British Thomson-Houston Co., Lid. (General 
Zee Co.). June 7th. 

8,746. Electric water-heater." F. H. Austen. June 7th. 

5,758. Automatic voltage selector.” J. Henderson. June 8th. 

15,782. klectric heating appliance." W. Smith and J. T. Smith. June 
35,805. “ Electromagnetic apparatus for recording sound." A. F. Sykes. 
Juse 8th. 

15,811. “ Time-controlled electric switch-operating devices." G. S. James. 
uae Sth. 

15,823. ‘ Electric insulators.” Metropolitun-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. 
June 8th. (United States, July 7th, 1920.) 

35,826. ‘ Electric cables or conductors." J. Drennam. June 8th. 

15,827. “ Cooling apparatus for oil transformers." Akt.-Ges. Brown, 
Boveri et Cie. June sth. (Switzerland, December 9th, 1920.) 


829. “ Insulating compositions and coverings.” G. W. Orrock. June 8th. 

15,838. '' Automatic telegraph systems." Western Electric Co., Ltd. June 
Beh. @nited States, July Ist, 1920.) 

5,845. Multiple fuse." J. Szykier. June 8th. (Germany, June 9th, 1920.) 

15,846. '' Combined plug receptacles and switches.” British Thomson- 
‘Houston Co., Ltd. (General Electric Co.). June Sch. 

B. 860. [lluminable advertising-devices for telephone call-boxes, &c." O. 
Schowing. June 8th. 

15,869. “ Electro-magnetic stop motions for textile machinery." C. Smith, 
nm Varley, N. Whitehead, W. Whitehead, and W. & J. Whitehead. June 


15,886. ‘Ignition commutators for internal-combustion engines.” S. J. 
Murphy. June 9th. 

35,991. “ Apparatus for recording and .-necking telephone calls." G. W. 
-Humphbrey. June 9h. 

15,911. '' Electro-magnetic chucking devices." F. Krupp Akt.-Ges. June 


9th. Germany, July 26th, 1920.) 

35,917. ''Piezo-lectric. devices," A. F. R. Cotton. 

15,927. “ Alternating-current electricity meters, &c.“ 
de Ferranti and G. Wall. June 9th. 

15,998. '' Alternating-current electricity meters, &c.“ 
de Ferranti, and G. Wall. June 9th. 


June 9th. 
Ferranti, Ltd., S. Z. 


Ferranti, Ltd., S. Z. 


15,229. ** Direct«urrent electricity meters of the mercury motor type.“ 
Ferranti, Ltd., S. Z. de Ferranti and G. Wall. June 9th. 

)5,932. Generator.“ D. Suchostawer. June 9th. 

15,940. Suspension device for overhead conductor wires for electric rail- 


* 


a &c Sir P. Dawson and F. W. Fawdry. June 9th. 
5.973. Enclosed electric cartridge fuse of the dust-filled type." C. H. 


Moss. june 9th. 

15,988. Turbo-generator for road vehicles." W. Holmes and H. Phillips. 
June 10th. 

15,39. “Fitting for clamping and connecting electric cables in wiring, &c., 
systems." British Insulated. & Helsby Cables, Lid., F. A. Cole and ll. 
Leicester. June 10th. 

15,995. “ Appliance for reflecting electric arc of a kinematograph lamp upon 
a screen, c. W. Holmes. June 10th. 

16.003. '' Brush-holders in dynamoclectric machinery." J. W. Drake and 


&. A. Kirk. June 10th. 
16,009. '' Electric fuses and fuse-boards." P. B. Handley. June 10th. 
16,010. '' Electric terminals." P. B. Handley. June 10th. n 
16,011.' Electric switches." P. B. Handley. June 10th. 


16.000. Junction box for interco:umunication telephone systems." E. G. 
Brown. June 10th. a 

16,034. * Incandescent electric lamps.” A. C. Hyde. June 10th. 

16,035. ** Incandescent electric lamps." A. C. Hyde. June 10th. 

16,036. “ Liquid electric motor starter." R. F. Baerlocher. June 10th. 

16,037. '' Telephone exchange systems," L. Polinkowsky and Western Elec- 
tric Co., Ltd. June 10th. a 

16,047. Electric irons." A. Ruclland. June 10th. 

16,002. '' Flow meters.” British Thomson-Houston. Co., Ltd. (General 
klectric Co.). June 10th. 

16.065. Electric switches and switch holders." H. Garde. June 10th. 

16,121. ' Apparatus for use with train control, &c., systems." Automatic 


Telephone Manufacturing Co., Ltd., and A. F. Round. June llth. 
16,148. “ Electrolytic treatment of metalliferous materials containing tung- 
sien or molybdenum.” 


En E. N. Craig, Durelco, Ltd.. and R. E. Pearson. june 
Alth. 

16.156. ‘* Electric signalling." Eastern Telegraph Co., Ltd., and F. E. 
Fernet. June IIth. 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications will be 
printed. and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


1919. 
19,852. “ Electrical resistance elements." W. Travis and T. H. Watson 
& Co. (of Sheffield). Ltd. August 13th, 1919. (163,727.) 
24,0156. '' Telephone transmission systems.” E. C. R. Marks (Macfarlane 


Communications Corporation). 


October 2nd, 1919. (163,728.) 
24.556. 


Contact for thief alarms or other electrically-operated devices.” 


F. Creseall. October 8th, 1919. (163.729.) 

24,599. „ Electrical resistances, A. Lyon & Wrench, Ltd., W. Engelke, 
aad J. C. Todman. October 8th, 1919.  (163,730.) 

29,887. '' Mine signalling apparatus.“ H. Houghton and  Chadburn's 


(Ship) Telegraph Co., Ltd. December Ist, 1919. (163, 736.) 
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30,020. ‘‘ Electric current limiting devices." J. Cleary and G. J. Philpot. 
May 27th, 1920. (168, 737.) 

31,997. ''System and apparatus for enabling a movable object to pursue 
an electrically staked-out route in a more precise way by means of 
visual points of reference." W. A. Loth. December 19th, 1919. (163,741.) 

32,701. *'Galvanic elements." F. Bocker and A. Eichhoff. December 30th, 
1919. (163,744) 

1920. 


74. Electron discharge devices. British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 
(General Electric Co.). January 12th, 1920. (163,745.) 

0,173. *' Transmitters for electric recording and signalling systems.” J. 5. 
Wilson (A. B. Buckley). February 20th, 1920. (163, 773.) 

5,496. ‘ Ignition devices for internal-combustion engines and the like." W. 
Pickard and D. R. Dobson. February 24th, 1920. (163,786.) 

5,555. '' Method of and means for operating tipping gear upos wehicies 
electrically." P. F. Smith, E. H. Dine and F. R. Stocks. February 24th, 


1920. (163,792.) 

5,560. '' Ignition magnetos for internal-combustion engines. H. Lwcus and 
H. W. F. Ireland. February 24th, 1920. (163,794.) 

5,578. Construction of the field PESE of dynamo~lectric machines. 
G. Schroeder. February 24th, 1920. (163,796.) 

5,611. '' Electrical control apparatus for lighting systems and the like. 


Igranic Electric Co., Ltd. (Cutler-Hammer Manufacturing Co.). 
Zoth, 1920. (163,800.) 

5,785. '' Telephone systems using call indicators." Automatic Telephone 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd. (Automatic Electric Co.). February 26th, 1999. (Cog- 
nate applications, 12,291/20, 29,153/20, and 31,298/20.) (163,807.) 

5,813. Receivers for wireless telegraphy and telephony." E. Houghton 
and Portholme Aircraft Co., Ltd. February 26th, 1920. (163,810.) 

845. Fuse and junction or terminal boxes for electric-lighting installa- 
tions." J. Stone & Co., Ltd. (M. Walton). February 26th, 1 (163,812.) 

6,101. ''Apparatus for subjecting substances of molecular matter to the 
electrostatic stress of a hiyh-tension electric discharge." F. G. Niece and 
R. M. Leggett. February 28th, 1920. (163,823.) 


February 


7,142. “ Systems of electric ship propulsion." British Thomson-Hogston 
Co., Ltd. (General Electric Co.). March 9th, 1920. (163,838.) 

7, WI. Systems of electric motor control." British Thomson-Houeton Co., 
Ltd. (General Electric Co.). March 3rd, 1920. (163,845) 

7.631. Secret contact electric switch devices for preventing the theit of 
motor-vehicles.’’ F. Peart and A. H. Ruddie. March 15th, 1920. (163,847. 

7,809. ‘* Gasfilled electric incandescent lamp.“ Siemens & Halske Aku- 


Ges. September 20th, 1913. (140,427.) 


8,177. Radio navigational apparatus and the like." J. Erskine-Murray 
and J. Robinson. March 19th, 1920. (163,855.) 

8.778. Mayneto-electric apparatus." A. Burlat and A. Renaudin. March 
26th, 1919. (140, 791.) 

9.721. Spark plugs." L. S. Flatau. April 7th, 1920. (163,875.) 

11.392. Electrically-operated rivetting, pressing. stamping, and the like 
machines." E. Adamson. April 24th, 1920. (Addition to 120,651.) (163,8N/.! 

12,716. X-ray plates and the like." L. A. Levy and A. L. Landau. Ma; 
7th, 1920. (Cognate application 30,292/20.) (163,903.) 

13,182. Electric regulating switches." M. Mansell. May 12tb, 1929. 
(163,907.) 

14,652. “ Induction electricity supply meters." A. Schuster. August loth, 
1918. (143,928.) 


A. E. Roberts. 
W. T. Ohrstrom. 


14,851. Tone arms and amplifiers for talking-machines.”’ 
December 2nd, 1920.) (163,917.) 


16.618. Electric push-button switches.” June 19th, 


1920. (163,925.) 

18,910. High-frequency signalling." Western Electric Co., Ltd. March 
3rd, 1916. (146,988.) 

21,868. “ Terminals for binding-posts for electric wires." J. T. Callaway 
and S. A. Callaway. July 21st, 1920. (163,934 ) 

29,903. ''Sparking-plugs." A. Armstrong. October End. 1928. 
(163,959.) 

34,536. ''Sparking-plugs for internal- combustion engines.” F. Monin. 


December 8th, 1919.  (154,932.) 


35,308. '' Process for feeding electric traction lines supplied with direct 
current." E. Sorelli. December 15th, 1919. (155,296.) 
35,931. 


" Means for 5 damaged ramps in train electrical control 
systems.“ R. Haddan (J. B. Regan). November 7th, 1919. (Divided appli 
cation on 158,669.) (163.962. 


1921. 
1,242. ''Sparkiny-plugs." L. Siegl. July 26th, 1919. (157,330.) 
5,755. Electricity meters.“ Chamberlain & Hookham, Led., and S. 
James. November 20th, 1919. (Divided application on 162,015.) (163.963.) 
9,195. ''Process for suppressing upper-harmonic anode current» in metal 
vapour rectifiers fed through polyphase transformers.” Akt.-Ges. Brown, 


Boveri et Cie. April lst, 1920. (160,815.) 


An Electrically-Driven Merchant Vessel.—The Cosmo- 
politan Steamship Co. has recently put into service the 
steamer Invincible, which has been converted to electric 
drive. The Journal of Commerce, quoting an Ainerican paper, 
says that the electrical equipment installed in the In- 
vincible is similar to that in the Eclipse, and to that 
to be installed in the Archer, now in the Tebo Co.’s yards 
for conversion. This equipment consists of a 3-phase, 2,300- 
volt induction motor, driven by an a.c. 3-phase turbo-generator 
of the rigid-frame, three-bearing construction type. Two 35 
kW, engine-driven, d.c. exciters are installed and one control 
board with rheostats, switches, and instruments. ‘The motor 
is self-contained, having its bearings supported from its own 
frame. ‘The weight complete is about 98,500 lb. The rotor 
weighs 34,600 lb., and the frame weighs 63,900 lb. Mounted 
on top of the rotor is a removable steel hood, which is part 
of the motor ventilating system. 

The motor has two bearings, and was handled as a complete 
assembled unit. The generator was handled as two parts, 
the frame and the rotor. The frame was first fixed and 
bolted to the foundation, after which the rotor was inserted, 
lined, and the coupling made up. 

The main motor is ventilated by a 14,000 c.f. motor-driven 
induction fan, which is placed near the after engine room 
bulkhead. All fan ducts, auxiliary condenser piping, and 
other fittings are carried clear of the space between the motor 
and turbo-generator to permit the removal of the motor and 
shield without disturbing any fixtures 

The control apparatus in the engine room consists of several 
panels on which are mounted all switches, fuses, rheostats, 
and other instruments. The frame of this control unit fur- 
nishes a mounting for a group of main circuit contactors whicb 
are both mechanically and electrically operated. There 3:9 
no levers or other mechanical linkages of any kind passing 
between this control and the other engine room apparatus. 
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